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MYSTERIES (Egyptian) 


The trial through which men shall pass like Osiris 
is death; the solace held forth to them is the 
promise of a renewed life, of the same rebirth as 
WM_ effected for Osiris. Such beliefs do not 
originate from the later epoch in Egyptian history ; 
already in the IVth dyn. (c. 3000 B,c.) we find as 
an essential principle that any man receiving the 
funeral cult snoald be assimilated to Osiris. The 
funeral rites are connected with imitative magic ; 
the dead man becomes identified with Osiris 
murdered and dismembered by Seth, then restored, 
vivified, and avenged by Isis and Homs ; if those 
rites once proved efficaeions for Osiris, they shall 
still prove so when repeated for any man. There- 
fore the mystery of the perjt aat must be renewed 
for the benefit of every dead man. On the day of 
the funeral a little sacred drama is performeu in 
the chapel of the tomb ; the defunct is said to be 
Osiris, bis wife Isis, his sister Nephthys ; his son 
and his friends assume the parts of Homs, Anuhia, 
and Thoth, or, should the family decline to actually 
play the parts, professional priests take their place. 
In the course of this sacred drama the same rites 
occur — opening of the mouth, vegetal and animal 
rebirth — which are depicted upon the walls of the 
tomhs, especially the tombs of the XVIIIth and 
XIXth dynasties (cf. Schiaparelli, where abundant 
material drawn from the tombs of Seti I. [XIXth 
d3m.], of Eehmara [XVIIIth dyn.], etc., is brought 
together ; cf. G. Maspero, £ltudes de mythologie, 
Paris, 1893-1911, i. ; Moret, MysUres, p. 36 tf.). 
Among those rites some — e.g., the opening of the 
mouth — were known without restriction, and 
formulas and mimic are displayed upon the walls 
of the tombs ; but certain others were kept secret, 
for they are only alluded to, or represented by 
enigmatic figures udth hardly a legend to explain 
them. This ‘mysterious’ part of the rites is 
probably what the texts call the 'sacred rites 
celebrated in conformity with that secret book 
(ieSta) of the officiating priest ’ (Moret, MysUres, 
p, 18), or the * rites of Abydos of which the defunct 
must be “ informed ” ’ (re® Ji^rtlbdw, C. R. Lepsius, 
DenhmdUr, Berlin, 1849, ii. 127), which answers 
to the expression used by lamblichus (vi. 6. 7) to 
designate the mysteries : vi Mppvra, t& Kf^vra iv 
‘AfiiSif. We may suppose that a formal initiation 
was necessary to be ’ well informed ’ of these rites 
and admitted to their benefits. The most im- 
portant of them is, according to documents, the 
one here called the nwstery of animal rebirth. To 
effect the rebirth of Osiris, Anuhis ‘ passed ’ under 
a hide, which thus became the cradle {meshent) of 
the god recalled to life {Book of the Dead, xvii. 18). 
This rite, applied to men, is often depicted in the 
Theban tombs: an officiating priest, called the 
tikcmo, is drawn along on a sleigh, crouching in 
the same recumbent position as the foetns in the 
womb (Moret, Myst&res, p. 82 f. ; principal source, 
tomb of Montwherj-hepief and Rehniara) ; in the 
same position again ‘ be lays himself down under 
the hide of a cow, in the land of transformation,’ 
or 'the earth that reneweth life’ (Rehmara); 
when he issues from the skin, he is supposed to he 
bom to a new life. Such an allegory rs certainly 
analogous in its meaning to the diksS. in Vedic 
ritual. Here the sacrificer passes under the hide 
of an antelope and, like a foetus, evolves from that 
matrix to a new life (S. L6vi, La Doctrine du 
sacrifice dans Its Brdhmanas, Paris, 1898; cf. 
Moret, Mysttres, p. 84 f . ). This rite admits of two 
explanations ; on the one hand, the hide is that of 
Osiris’s enemies ; Seth, or an animal standing for 
Seth, has been sacrificed in order that his blood 
may rejuvenate the defunct ; on the other hand, 
the very mimicking of birth, the imitation of the 
reclining attitude of a foetus in the womb, possesses 
a magic virtue which operates in favour of the 


defunct. Thus Anuhis did for Osiris ; thus wou 
the tikenw or the iem (officiating priest) do for tl 
benefit of the initiated defunct in the course of tb 
funeral. Though the latter are especially describei 
in the Thehan tombs of the XVIIIth and XIXth 
dynasties, they had been in use ever since the 
Ancient Empire ; the texts in the Pyramids (Vth 
and Vlth dynasties) allude to them, and the rites 
of rebirth are figured in an allegorical yet clear 
manner on the mmons stela C 16 in the Louvre 
(Moret, Mysttres, pi. i. pp. 66-71) ; they belong 
therefore to the ancient treasure of the Osirian 
cult. Since the New Empire the Egyptian de- 
ceased in state of grace often receives the epithet 
‘he who reneweth life (after death),’ whom dn^ 
(m^etmet) (K. Sethe, Urkunden, Leipzig, 1906-09, 
iv. 196). 

Any one who is boried according to the rites and 
‘consecrated in a perfect manner’ {lahw dger) 
must therefore be considered as an initiate to the 
Osirian mysteries. But was that initiation con- 
ferred only upon the deceased, and at the time of 
the funeral? On this important point the texts 

f ive hardly any information. We possess no text 
escribing the initiation of a living man and 
corresponding to the precious text of Apuleius for 
the mysteries of Isis (cf. Moret, Kings and Gods, 
p. 177 ff.), yet the formulae engraved on the funeral 
stelm furnish us with some statements, and, if we 
examine the latter in the light of the mysteries of 
Isis, so strongly influenced by the old Egyptian 
mysteries, they become much clearer. The man 
who in his lifetime sought to be initiated to the 
Isiac mysteries derived from his initiation a double 
: benefit : (1) a long and happy life on earth ; and 
(2) a rebirth, after death, to a blissful life near 
Isis, so that the Isiac feels like the Eleusinian 
initiate; ‘death is no more an evil, but a boon’ 
{ib. p. 194 f.). This state of grace conferred by 
initiation answers exactly to what the Egyptians 
called ‘ state of an Imahw’ (amakhu), a word which 
is generally translated ‘liegeman,’ ‘attached to 
such or such a god,’ or ‘devotee.’ A funeral 
formula often found since the Ancient Empire 
tells us that ‘ the Imahw comes forth after a very 
happy and prolonged bid age among the liegemen 
of (Lsiris’ and finds a ‘good sepulture near the 
great god.’ The state of Imahw was a consequence 
of the funeral rites, but we often see it also conferred 
by special favour in one’s lifetime (cf. Moret, ‘La 
Condition des teaux,’ J22V xix. [1897] 114). A 
man might bo Imahw towards the father or head 
of the familj;, towards the king, or towards a god ; 
if the meaning of this word is, as the present 
writer believes, ‘initiate,’ it comes to mean that 
the initiation was conferred by the father upon his 
children (as in Eleusis, where the mysteries were 
originally a family cult), by the king upon hia 
liegemen (a text from the Xllth dyn. [Cairo, 20538, 
ii. 1. 14} says : ‘ The enemy of the king has no 
tomb, but he whom the king loves enjoys rest as 
an Imahw’), or by a god upon his devotees. This 
would explain the epithet neb tma^w (‘possessor 
of the state of Imahw’) which is applied to all the 
dead, and also to living men who are in a state of 
grace — ‘initiated.’ In Eleusis too all men, and 
even women and sometimes slaves, might be ad- 
mitted to initiation ; the number of Isiac initiates 
was very great. 

The rites of initiation. — In the mysteries of 
Isis the neophyte, after a baptism that cleanses 
his body and soul, undergoes in the night a secret 
course of probation ; he ‘ draws nigh to the confines 
of death,’ then treads • the threshold of Proserpine, 
approaches the gods above and the gods below, 
and, at break of day, he reappears crowned with 
palm leaves, his head in a halo of rays, like unto 
the sun ’ (Apuleius, Met, xi. ; Moret, Kings and 
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MYSTERIES (Roman) 


It was of the essence of the mysteries to estab- 
lish a way of commtuiion between the votary and 
the saving deity Avho was the protector of the 
society. Sometimes this was accomplished by a 
sacred meal, such as many societies in Greece cele- 
brated on fixed days at the tombs of founders of 
families and clans. At Elensis the drinking of 
the draught called KVKsdiv was one of the most 
solemn acts of the festival. If we trace these 
meals of communion backwards, we must suppose 
them to have originated in that ceremoni^ eat- 
ing of the sacred animal or plant which belong 
to the rudest tribes. But we must beware of the 
aberrations of a certain school of anthropolo- 
gists who tend to overleap all the long sen^_ of 
changes which took place before these savage beliefs 
became humanized. These writers assume that 
the notion of a ceremonial eating of a dmne 
victim persisted, not only into the ciyuized 

pagan mysteries, but even into early Christianity. 
They take ancient religion at ita lowest, not at its 
higher levels. Magic and materialism no doubt 
persisted, but all the nobler spirits warred against 

*^When a way was once opened between the 
votary and that aspect of the divine nature with 
which he could hold intercourse, there followed 
an iirmrrcla, or enlightenment, which led in some 
cases to visions such as Apuleiua records as seen by 
his Lucius, to whom Isis appears as he sleeps m a 
vision of the night and says : 

•Above till, remember and retain in yo"/. ***“1*. *5® 

remaining apace of your life on earth la dedicated to me, to 
vfhom you owe nU your being. w 

This would lead, not to a denial of other deities, hut 
to a special self-consecration to the service of one. 

All the mysteries professed to guarantee not 
only happiness in the present life, h^ a favourable 
reception in the world of the dead. They expended 
men^s views to take in the future life m well ^ the 
|resent one. In the passage just cited Isis says to 

Mn mVbeepins you will live happy and honoured ; and when, 
hjLvintr fulfilled the allotted space of life* you shall go wthe 
ehadef below, there also in that underworld I shine through the 
darkness ... and you shall often adore me as j-our protectress. 
The same language, similar circum^ances, 

would have been uttered by ^ele or Mithra. 
Each deity of the mysteries attached to himself a 
body of votaries who were willing to trust him, 
and whose safety he guaranteed 
of life and on the dangerous journey to the world 

Influence on early Chrisaanity.— The que^ 

tion how far early Christianity was affected by 
the mystic sects of the Grseco-Koman world « one 
which has been much discussed m recent ye^, 
and opinions on the subject differ ^dely. We 
mtist distinguish between direct mfbence, any 
Sirrowing by the first preachers of Christianity 
from the^ pagan mysteries, and indirect influence, 
S^d rather by the .atmosphere which the 
mysteries diffused than by direct pressure. The 
tomer can have been but slight, since eveirwhere 

Christianity and the pagan S^^'^or 

mmosed one to the other. But the latter, or 
perhaps tendencies arising from that spmtual con- 
lition^of the world 

thp mysteries, must have been considerable. It is 
clear ^hat these cults smoothed the way for the 


features of the mysteries were rites of initiation, 
rites of communion, and a great concern as to the 
future life, we find that by the end of the 1st cent 
all these features were becoming prominent in 
Christianity. St. Paul placed baptism and the 
Christian sacrament on a high and spiritual level. 
And the relation of the believer to the exalted 
Christ is obviously in a measure parallel to the 
relation between the pagan votary and his saving 
deity, though, of course, in an mfinitely nobler 
sphere. The doctrine of heaven and hell, on the 
other hand, of future reward and punishment, has 
no great place in the Pauline scheme ; St. Paul 
seems to nave expected the total annihilation of 
the wicked rather than their relegation to a place 
of punishment. As long as the Chrisrians_ were 
in constant expectation of the Second Commg of 
their Master, belief in individual destiny to happi- 
ness or misery in a spiritual world could not take 
deep root, although K. H. Charles maintamsi that 
such beliefs did at the beginning of our era find a 
place in the thoughts of orthodox Jews. But tne 
concrete views of heaven, hell, and purgatory 
which became usual among ChnstiaM after the 
Apostolic Age were taken direct from the teaching 
of the pagan mysteries, as has ^en proved by 
Dieterich in hb Nekyia, where he analyzes the 
Apocalypse, of Peter, and shows its pagan roote. 
At the same time, other elements prominent in the 
mysteries made their way into 
great stress laid on the sacraments, and the mter 
cessory powers of the priesthood.^ 

The^ mtellectual elements m Orphism ^d 
kindred doctrines, views as to the onmn of the 
world, the nature of the deity, and the like, did not 
enter much into orthodox Christianity, hut were 
token over by some of the Gnostic sects, who 
prided themselves on their yvOcru, or 
ledge of secret truth. Cf., further, Mysteries 
(Christian). 

flFXnln A Mautyl 
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spread of Christianity. 
In the teaching of 


* Tn the teaching ot Jesns Christ, as reported m 
thfsSoptirGospels. we find little that is akin to 

the nmtery-cults. The preaching is public ; there 
^ScSmoniesof pu%cation and communion ; 

?he 'Fourth Gospel, the nase is aWy a^eren^ 
Ketuming to our statement that the essential 


reltgionen, Leipae, to tbe amount ot influence 

is very speculative and extreme. ^ W tne amo 

exercised by the in Kfl-ake, STAe Earlier 

present a wide vmety o* p_ Gardner, The 

=,S”oS”.«“ 

P.GA.DKEE, 

mysteries (Roman).— There is veiy UtUe 
to be said on the subject of Roman mysteries. In 

the^ Roman religion proper eiSs 

of a secret character, as in almost all religio , 
theae had nothing in common u itli mysteries 
^ to art Mysteries (Greek) ; they were 

mere sn^ivals of toe rites of primitive La 

t." V. Vind tn be kept up because on tbeir continu 
Ine umsperitv. Vn^lic private, was supposed 
to depL^ Them meaning was often obscure or 

^'’IsSy as toe 3rd cent. B.C. Italy 
b-rPreek and Oriental mystic societies, theclia^ 

1 Remote Development leteceen the Old and the Sem Teeta- 
mentf, London, 1914* ch. 
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MYSTICISM (Introductory) 


focalized, or clearly differentiated into a subject- 
obiect state. The ‘ subject ’ and ‘ object are fused 
into an undivided one. Whatever is ^en, heard, 
or felt in these moments is flooded mth an inrush 
K the abysses of the inner life. Deep-lymg 
rowers, not ordinarily put into play, seem su^ 
Lnly liberated. The « 3 ual insulations, which 
sunder our inner life into something like compart- 
ments, seem shot f rourii. The 



Not only so, buttranscenaem-uudgic^^ 
the margin appear to ‘ invade the individu^ self, 
a larger, environing consciousness, 
prSelce makes itself felt. These undii erentmted 
Lperiences-J. A. Stewart, in hia Myths ofFlcUo 
(London, 1905), calls them ‘ transcendental com 
Bciousness’ — occur in a great variety 
numerous ways, and with all degrees 
inelusiveness. Lofty appreciation ^ 

Bublimitv, absorbed enjoyment of music, serene 
companiLship with nature, sudden “^ight “to 
the meanins of a truth, the awakening of loy®j 
mor^ eStion of life in tbe.pursuit of duty, 
illustrate some types of experience uhich im 
meSy transcenr ‘ knoiyledge '-experiences in 
wbiph ‘Bubiect’ and ‘object are fused into an 
undifferentiated one, and in which self is identified 

"^KehS' mystical experience is an intense, and 
strikiimly dynamic, variety of this fused, undiffe - 
fntiated con^iousness. The individual cmal feels 
invaded vitalized with new energy, nierged with 
Si eSdTng presence, liberated and exalted inth 
a sense of havfng found what it has always sought, 

A With iov In many instances, espe- 

cially with persons of peculiar psychical 
tiie Kstical experience is attended with imusual 
phOTomena, such as automatic 

profound body changes, tL^ore 

nhvfiical uhenomena are, however, only tne more 

Sanler of cor?esponde^ce^vith ultimate Bources of 

3y! an dan vital of the soul, a surge of the 
Se sdf towards ineffable fullness of life. It 
mav be in the higher sphere of the mner life, 

tion, or ideasjnth no'elty ot co^^^ 


snow viie uiiiiivo V* I 

other region, une y . -.insists m leaps 

doubtedly a noetic va,lue But It 
of insight through heightened nie, 
ing of vision to^gf,^2%Sns. and wUl. and 
ra^Cetyo?dgtrt of coni^ction through 


the dynamic integration of personality, rather 
than m the ‘ gifte of new concrete knowledge- 

‘ Mysticism,’ on the other hand^, in its narrow 
and exact historical significance, is a dootriM of 
union with the Absolute. It implies a certain 
metaphysical conception of God and of the toul, 
and it implies, further, a ‘ i^stic way of attammg 
union with the Absolute. The fundamental mete- 
nhysiesin which the doctrine of Christian mysticMm 
18 grounded is Greek rationalistic metaphysics, 
formulated by Socrates and his gr^t successom, 
Plato, Aristotle, and Plotinus, God, accordmg to 
this Greek interpretation— and for the present 
purpose the variations of it i^y be ^ored--i3 
Absolute Eeality, Pure Being. Perfect Form, with 
no admixture of ‘matter,’ with no potentiality 
or possibility of change. God is Jhat-which- 
absmutely-is, one, permanent, immutable, and free 
of everything that implies process or ‘ becoming. 

He cannot, therefore, be found m finite things, or 
in transitory happenings, or in passmg stato ^ 
mind. He is utterly beyond the ^re and the now. 
He is for ever above all that can be seen or felt or 
known or named. There is, however, something 

fa the human soul which is unsundered from the 

Absolute, something which essentially is tMt 
Reality. There are many namp for this un^ 
sundered something’ in the soul— 

‘active reason,’ ‘creative reason, recollective 
faculty,’ ‘ apex of mind,’ ‘ abyss of mind, ground 
S copiousness.’ ‘synteresis. ‘ ^^vine spark, ^ 
‘word of God,’ ‘inward light, 

However it may be named, it is conceived as a 
original fwound or junction of soul vnth God, an 
uXt and inalienable soul-centre, 

Uo..;c n( nil real knowledge of absolute truth, oi 
feelo^he GS and“of aU ideas of unhursa 
significance. The 

formulation— and it is t^ 

and finite. To ascribe 

ohatoola.ist.osM Him m to ta Hi, 

1 .“ 

account of Him. n i ^ would 

rS’ ih^Val o°f JliBB in “ufan^i^a s^lSsCd 

Lpirations deed\“ 3 s images, 

mumon, m a consciousn^ junction of soul- 

li,“’o“iSh‘Abs°l.“’EooIit,J. Bight of th. 
alone to theMone. ^ tu 

?L"oenterThehTs%ric;^^^^^^^^ 

way’ into well-marked evelB,or^^^^^^^^^ 

are the ^ attempts to formulate mys- 

‘ unitive stages. T ^stematic description 

of the tlfcarefully labelled stages of the 
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MYSTICISM (Chinese) 


■which, can never he acquired hy the worldly- 
minded. The steps in the process are similar to 
those which are the commonplaces of mystics 

f enerally. (1) The first stage is purgation. As 
rao-tse says, ‘ Only one who is eternally free from 
earthly passions can apprehend the spiritual essence 
of Tao.^ Chuang-tse says of the sages, or perfect 
men, ‘They wear the forms of men, but are with- 
out human passions.’ The process is a long and 
painful one, and Lieh-tse (Licius) is represented as 
telling an ambitious disciple of his own experiences 
as a novice, when for the space of three years his 
Master did not deign to bestow a glance on him, 
and nine years passed before he attained that inner 
unity which was his aim. ‘I have not yet suc- 
ceeded in cleansing my heart of impurities and 
discarding wisdom,’ is the confession or a professed 
teacher, who failed to achieve such harmony "with 
Tao as would have enabled him to overcome the 
opposition of material laws. (2) The second stage 
is illumination, when virtue requires no longer 
a conscious efibrt, but becomes an unconscious 
habit. Lao-tse constantly deprecated the in- 
terested ‘■virtue’ of his omi times, when the 
would-be ‘virtuous’ ■were characterized by acute 
self-consciousness and were actuated by mercenary 
motives. (3) Many instances are given of the third 
stage, when an inner unity is attained, notabty by 
Lieh-tse {3rd cent. B.C.) — e.p., that of Shang Ch'iu 
K'ai, who thus explained his extraordinary inde- 
pendence of natural laws : ‘ My mind was simply 
One, and material objects thus offered no resistance. 
That is all ’ ; and Tse Hsia, who said ; ‘ The man 
who achieves harmony with Tao enters into close 
unison with external objects, and none of them has 
the power to harm pr hinder him.’ This is the 
goal of Taoist ambition, viz. to attain to such an 
unconscious harmony with nature as to become the 
unresisting vehicle of Tao, and partake of its pro- 
perties wmoh render the Taoist immune from the 
limitations which are imposed upon the uninitiated 
by the laws of matter, space, and time. This third 
stage included also that independence of external 
aids w’hich is expressed by Lao-tse in the words, 
‘Without going out of doors, one may know the 
whole world,’ etc. 

The later history of Taoism goes to show that, 
in grasping the husk, t.«. the ^enomenai powers 
which initiates were reported to exercise, the Kernel 
was sacrificed, t.e. that unity of thought and in- 
tention, that conformity to nature, that contempt 
of the merely formal and external, which was the 
alleged secret of these attainments ; and Taoism 
degenerated Into a system of charlatanry, including 
the search for the ‘ pill of immortality,’ the ‘ philo- 
sophers’ stone,’ and the traffic in amulets, charms, 
incantations, and exorcisms which are the chief 
stock-in-trade of its modem representatives. Not 
only so, but the pure abstractions of Lao-tse gave 
place to a ritual system, more mechanical and gross 
than the polytheism and idolatry against which the 
ori^nal Taoism w’as a protest ; and a Taoist ‘ pope ’ 
now presides oyer the hierarchy, whose chief re- 
venues are derived from the sale of meaningless 
autographs, of supposed virtue in the dispersion of 
demons, etc., and the Master of Heaven himself 
is open to engagements at the houses of officials 
and land-owners for the pnroose of exorcizing evil 
spirits and other ghostly influences. 

Tao is not only the source from which all things 
proceed, hut also the goal towards which all things 
tend. The means by which that end is attained 
are simple, and generally available, demanding not 
exceptional gifts or acquirements, but only the pre- 
condition. of absolute self-abnegation. To abandon 
the vaunted ‘ ■wisdom ’ of the schools, to avoid pre- 
conceptions, to lay aside self-consciousness, to throw 
open every avenue of thought and feeling to the 


entrance of Tao, are the necessa^ steps to that 
final consummation, viz. return to Tao, Ambition, 
luxury, wealth, pleasure, must have no place in the 
life-programme of the Taoist. He must nob ‘ strive ’ 
even for the promotion of -virtue, nor ‘ lift up his 
voice in the streets’ even in the propagation of his 
own 'tenets. Hence arises the doctrine of quietism, 
which is practically equivalent to non-interference. 
Lao-tse’s treatment of this theme is highly para- 
doxical. He speaks of Tao as eternally inactive, 
yet all-effective, and exhorts his disciples to practise 
inaction, or, as it is expressed by his great exponent, 
Chuang-tse, ‘Resolve your mentel energy into 
abstraction, your physical energy into inaction.’ 
Another phrase of Cnuang-tse may, however, be 
quoted to show that this dictum is not to be too 
literally interpreted: ‘While there should be no 
action, there should be also no inaction.’ From 
this we may gather that by action is meant im- 
pertinent, ignorant, and aggressive interference, 
such as that which was producing disaster in the 
China of his day, and that inaction does nob imply 
total cessation of acti-vity, for, if the Taoist utterly 
refrains from taking a part in the battle of life, he 
ceases to be a vehicle or instrument of Tao ; and, 
as a matter of fact, all the early philosophers were 
quite ready to impart the details of their system to 
ardent disciples. Their enunciation of these prin- 
ciples was, indeed, charged against them as a con- 
tradiction of their own theory of non-resistance, as 
it might justly have been represented had their 
utterances been taken literally. What they aimed 
at was the elimination of every purely human ele- 
ment which might obstruct the free operation of 
Tao, the impersonal force that makes not only for 
efficiency but also for righteousness ; and they urged 
that, if every man, in whatever state he found him- 
self, would thus submit to the overruling influence 
of Tao, the State would be tranquilly ordered, and 
all the forces of nature would be at his disposal. 
Some interesting illustrations of this unconscious 
(i.e. non-self-conscious, or subconscious) working are 
given in the vmtings of Chuang-tse and Lieh-tse. 

In the sphere of morality the same principle 
holds good. The ‘-virtues,’ so blatantly advertised 
and applauded, are by Lao-tse regarded as mere 
shadows of departed realities and desperate apol- 
ogies for their absence. ‘ Cast off your Holiness, 
rid yourself of Sagacity . . . discard Benevolence, 
and abolish Righteousness’ are samples of his 
vigorous protests against the ‘ vain oblations ’ 
which were laid on the altar of conventional 
morality, in an age when these things were valued 
for thoir rarity, and when spurious imitations were 
almost universal. Virtue which is artificially de- 
veloped is valueless when compared with that which 
is the unconscions expression of the Tao within. 
It is only when the root (Tao) is present that the 
flowers (true "virtue) ■will bloom naturally and 
spontaneously. . 

The fact that the possession of Tao is, potentially, 
available to all induces a breadth oi sympathy 
between man and man ; hence Lao-tse says : ‘ He 
who has no faith in others shall find no faith in 
them’; ‘Among men reject none’; ‘To the good 
I would he good, to the not-good I would also be 
good, in order to make them good’; ‘Even if a 
man be bad, how can it be right to cast him off! 

To religion, in the ordinary sense, there is no 
reference, no idea of personal relation to God, who 
is only once referred to by Lao-tse, and then in an 
ambiguous phrase, no suggestion of duties, litur- 

f ical or eucharistic, as oiving to Him. The whole 
utyof man is fulfilled when he submits hisunll 
aud surrenders his being to the influence of Too, 
BO as to become the unconscions or subconscious 
agent of that great overruling principle and power. 
Such a theory, however, did not long survive, and 
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MYSTICISM (Christian, Roman Catholic) 


Christian groups and a striking dominance of these 
forces over the intellects and vrills of the primitive 
believers. 

There are many diverse strands in the Christi- 
anity of St. Paul and many historical influences 
converge in him, but no strand is more clearly in 
evidence than the mystical, and no influence is 
niore certain than that which led him to expect a 
direct personal experience of the divine Presence. 
There are numerous autobiographical passages in 
the Epistles, ^yhich describe tins ‘experience of 
di\-ine Presence ’ (e.y., Gal !“• “ 2” 4*, 2 Co 3“ 4“ 
12***_, Eo 8®* Eph 3“'”), but the consciousness of 
the interrelation of the human spirit and the divine 
Spirit is not incidental ; it is interwoven in the 
entire fabric of his Epistles. There are indications 
of Stoic influence in his conception of God as Spirit, 
and there are evidences of familiarity with the 
experiences and terms of the Oriental mystery- 
religions which were already invading the empire 
in St. Paul’s time, but the most important source 
of his faith in an immediate, divine, environing 
Presence, in whom men can live and move and be, 
was his oivn first-hand experience of what occurred 
to him personally, and what occurred in the groups 
of believers in the cities of his missionary activity. 
For him, ‘ to live is Christ ’ (Ph 1®*), which means 
that to live a life of real spiritual significance is to 
partake of the divine nature, appropriate it in the 
formation of a ‘ new man,’ and re-live, both in joy 
and in suffering, a kind of life which, like Christ’s, 
reveals God. The central ‘mystery’ of Christi- 
anity, the secret of its power and promise, is the 
experience of Christ in the inner life, supplying 
within a conquering, resurrection life, overcoming 
sin, and creating a spirit of love (Col 1®®). The 
ethics of St. Paul is inherently bound up with his 
faith in, and mystical experience of, an mflooding 
divine Spirit — whether called ‘God in you,’ or 
‘ Christ,’ or ' the Spirit of Christ,’ or ‘ the Spirit.’ 
Something from a ‘world above,’ ‘a spiritual 
realm,’ comes into man and inaugurates in him a 
new life, an immortal nature, a new kind of man- 
nature, ‘created after God in righteousness and 
holiness of truth ’ (Eph 4®*). 

The influence of the Johannine writings on 
mysticism has been far greater than that of the 
writings of any other NT author, and yet the term 
‘ mystic ’ does not as properly belong to St. John 
as to St. Paul. St. John m primarily a theologian, 
occupied and absorbed ivith interpreting the eternal 
significance of the Incarnation. There is far more 
evidence in his writings than in those of St. Paul 
of Platonic influence, though it is probably a 
Platonism that has filtered m through Philo and 
other Jewish interpreters. There are for this 
author two worlds — ^the world that is ‘ above,’ the 
world that is ‘true’ or real, and the world that is 
of darkness and shadow and evil. Christ is eter- 
nally ‘of God.’ In Him is life of the real and 
eternal order. Ho is truth, as it is in its pure 
effulgence. His incarnation exhibits in ‘ this world’ 
of shadow the intrinsic nature of the world ‘ above’ 
— the world of spirit and light and life and truth 
—the God-nature, which nothing ‘from below’ 
could ever truly reveal or even adumbrate. It is, 
thus, wholly through Christ’s mediation that men 
like us — empirical, natural beings— can partake of 
life. All that we can have we ‘receive.’ Spiritual 
life, the life of God, is not in us or of us. It is 
‘from above’ and is appropriated by ‘faith,’ by 
'knowing Him,’ and by a sacramental eatingof 
His flesh as the soul’s bread and by drinking His 
blood as the soul’s life-Eubstance._ Everywhere 
in these UTitings we are impressed with the interior 
depth of the author. We feel sure that, either 
inwardly or outwardly, he has ‘lain on ChrisPs 
bosom,’ and that his personal testimony, * Of His 


fullness have_ we received,’ is profoundly true. 
But these writings predominantly turn our gaze, 
not to the immense resources of the soul’s iimer 
experience, nob to the native testimony of the 
heart’s kinship uith God, but to the historical 
Person who was the Logos of God, in whom the 
glory of God is revealed, and from whom we may 
receive eternal life. We do not find primarily in 
St. John an interpretation of experience, but rather 
a theological interpretation of Christ as ‘ the way,’ 
theological indeed, but so extraordinarily wonder- 
ful that it has ever since ministered to and fed the 
deepest life of man. 

laTEBATCRE. — Sce list of authorities at end of art. Mrsncasif 
(Christian, Protestant). ROTDS M. JONES. 

MYSTICISM (Christian, Roman Catholic). — 
The word ‘mysticism’ is modem. The older ex- 
pression is ‘mystical theology,’ which originally 
meant the direct, secret, and incommunicable 
knowledge of God received in contemplation, as 
opposed to ‘natural theology,’ the knowledge of 
God obtained through creatures, and ‘dogmatic 
theology,| the knowledge of God by revelation. Jn 
comparatively recent times, however, ‘mystical 
theology’ has also been taken to mean a science 
dealing \vith the phenomena connected ^vith this 
mystim knowledge of God (such as visions and 
locutions), with the dispositions for it, and its 
various external effects (ligature, quietude, ecstasy, 
levitation, etc.). This use of the expression k im- 
proper, just as if ‘dogmatic theology’ were used 
as the name for the method of learning dogma and 
for the consideration of the effects of dogma on the 
mind and conduct. In the earlier and strict sense 
mystical theology is an experience, not a science, 
for it cannot be expressed in words. 

I. Mystical theology in the early Church. — ^The 
belief in mystical theology and its connected 
henomena was taken over by Christianity from 
udaism. But the prophets of Israel and their 
schools, the pure mystic desire and praise in some 
of the Psalms, the hidden wisdom of Job and the 
Sapiential books, were things of the past in the 
1st century. Judaism tended to regard God as so 
transcendent and ineffable that He could deal with 
creatures only by angelic mediation ; the creation 
and the tbcophonies were thus explained. It was 
the fashion to see or write of apocalypses, symbolic 
visions, angel-ministers. Philo fands his Neo- 
Platonist conceptions of contemplation symbolized 
in the OT, bat he is not following a Jewish tradi- 
tion. In the NT mysticism is not directly described 
or taught ; it is far less on the surface than in the 
OT; yet it seems to be hinted at (e.y., 1 Co 2®"®* 
6*®) and even pre-supposed. And, further, the 
attendant phenomena are frequently mentioned: 
visions, dreams, trances, angels and devils, revela- 
tions, extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, of 
which the chief is prophecy. 

We know very little about the early years of 
Christianity. False apocalypses and Sibylline 
books testuy (if testimony be needed) to the con- 
tinuance of a belief in vision and prophecy. The 
Pastor of Hermas bears so striking a likeness to the 
symbolical visions of medimval mystics that it is 
hard to regard it as fiction. If the writer was 
older than his brother Pius (pope c. 140-155), his 
earliest experiences may well have fallen c. 9S-99, 
before the death of St. Clement. For the 2nd and 
3rd centuries it will be sufficient to instance the 
visions of St. Perpetua (f 203), those mentioned by 
St. Cyprian (f 258) (see Hamack, ‘Cyprian als 
Enthimiast,’ZWririii. [1902] 177). The prophecies 
of Montanus (began 155 ?), Priscilla, and Maximilla 
(t 179) were rejected by the Church, not because 
locations and raptures were suspect, but because 
these prophets claimed to add something to the 
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the eyes: this was the error of the Anthropo- 
morphites (x. 5). Our Lord has taught us by His 
example to retire from the noise and confusion of 
the world, in order that, while we dwell in the 
body, we may in some part prepare ourselves to 
receive a certain similitude of that future blessed- 
ness which is promised to the saints (x. 6), to be 
united to the Father and the Son, as they are 

united to one another (x. ?)• r 

The first anchorite to dwell at Scete, the famous 
St. Macarius of Egypt (t 389), is the reputed authOT 
of some epistles and homilies of extraordinary 
beauty, mm. viii. (P<? xxxiv. 627 ff.) m a record 
of personal experience, and demands quotation : 

• A certain one enters to bend the knee, g 

with the divine worWng, end Ws eoul exults with the ^ra as 
with a brideeroom, according to the word of Esaias the pro- 
ohet saying : “ As the bridegroom rejoioeth over the bnde, so 
fhallthTtord rejoice over tflee"; and it comes ^ ^s that, 
haring been without leisure ail the day, in this 
pires himself to prayer, and hla inner man is rapt away into 
prayer, to the immeasurable depth of 
B^Wess, BO that his mind is afar, being aloft 
thither away, so that at that time ohliidon comes into the con- 
BiSioM of the understanding, because th®? 

togetiier with the prayer 1 * ’ „ 

Macarius describes how ‘ grace comes, somet^ 
as burning fire, sometimes more slowly , this lamp 
is always alight, bnt, when it shines bnghter, it is 
because it is set aflame by the inebriation of 
love of God. He relates spintual experiences— a 
cross of light within the soul ; the being caught 

S ecstosyfand finding. himself before the^r >n 

the church and being given three 
garment of light bestowed on himj a light m the 
leart, opening ontthe way to a 'deeper and secret 
light, so that the whole man was bathed m the 
sweetness of contemplation, 

'mTmWMSi 

menau^. and was clean and came 

Sr^buf rci ft Bhines, and he stands one step 

below nerfectlon.' , . •_ 


For there are twelve steps : He 
Mace stands ever night and day on the 
and is free and pure, for he is on high and captive , 
hut if he never descended one step, he could not 
Sceive thrmlnistry of the nor toke care 

for himself or for the morrow, but could only sit m 
Sie Sr nM and inebriated.’ g is the^- 
fore impossiWe to remain long in the highwt 

cotntDit adult^rj y taainfi* herself simple (/AovorpoiroO * for. 

His lovr she irn^iBh^B BnF^ I 

wounded with His love, sn , spiritual and mystical 

gaa'"!.” "Sstthiir .»..«« “ •>“> ■“ 

hands, and toy •. “|"'t’a“are fh^uW^ "O ^0^^. ‘’bJ?-." 

Sne S;we^ -hat U 


Quartalschrift, xcii. [1910] 88, 243 ; and C. Gore, 
in JTkSt viii. [1906] 85. According to J . Stiglmair 
(Sachliches und sprachliches bd MakaHus von 
Mgyvttn, Feldkirch, 1912), the works attributed to 
Macarius are a conglomerate, in which it is impM- 
Bible to distinguish what is authentic from the 
additions by an editor (Constantinopolitan t) of the 

6th or 6th century. . 

St. Nilus, in the 4th cent., gave clear instruc- 
tions on pure prayer, "vvithont images (ae Orations, 
56f., 85, 117, 119 [PG Ixxix.]). . „ . , 

Diodochus, bishop of Photioe m Epirus, wrote 
Capita centum de perfectione sptrttuah, at a date 
wKch is unknoivn ; the work was knoivn to Maxi- 
mus Confessor and to Photius (Latin version in 
PG Ixv. : Greek version in a rare volume PAuo- 
calia, Venice, 1782, and in a recent edition by 
J. E. Weis-Liebersdorf, Leip^ziu, 1912). The love 
by which a soul adheres to God and loses all love 
of itself is called by Diadochus af<r0i5ir« KupStos 
(14. 16), and it cannot be exercised save when the 
Unscience is pure (23). The soul’s natural per- 
ception, or ‘ accurate taste of the things which it 
iudges’ (30), has been split in two by original sin 
(25^29). But, besides the ordinary of our 
reason, there exists another use, -without this 

which comes to the soul from the Holy Ghost Is simple, 
snd^fman toStoow iCtove those who wiUingly re Base them- 
sdUs from the pleasures of this life on account of the hope of 
what is to comef and dry up the corporal appetite by temper 

tU ioy with which the soul 
which it can even communicate to 
unerring admonition of eternal We (^). rhis 3 y 
Ud consolation are carefully ,e 

false or diabolical consolations <^0 f-)- So there we 
two kinds of chanty, a lower and a spiritual , &na 
two kinds of humility (ctThe Cloud 
below), of which the higher is the t W contem- 
. nlation (95). Diadochus is aware of the special 
' Sfficulties of beginners (93), of the speom gracw 
; ?vwS they receive (88),. and of the ariditms and 
: seeming dereliction which ensue (69). A man 
! should speak only when he has a moderate ulu- 
' mination^; for, when he has none, he is ignorant, 
‘and when he has much, it allows Jrim not to 
‘ sneak. For then the soul, inebriated wth the love 
B Sy*s_j With Rileut voice the con* 


nripnlr Kor tnell XfUe bUUi, - 

o?God, wishes to ^Di^o' 

templation of the glory of the Lord Pi^o 

ge”vXfe W '■ Ji 

^°lTi^^eS;^Father8 speak from tradition, and in 

^ aiShS 


more tbp rneptwn It « r^oiced in 

to si^y Lo. of the 

fe ill the burning and ever-present longing 
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is possible even for those in the ■world and the 
marriage state {in Beech, il. v. 19 f.). The ^c^ve 
life may assist the contemplative, pro'vided that 
tranquillity of mind is not too much impeded. 
Christ has given us an example of the union of 
the two lives (JJfor. xxviii. 33, vi. 66), winch is 
especially necessary for those who undertake the 
pMtoral omce{Jieg.past. ii. 7, etc.). Theconditions 
for the contemplative life embrace not only tran- 
quillity and retirement, but severe self-disciphne 
(illor. vL 59 f.) and great love {ib. vi. 68, etc.) of 
God and of the neighbour. The immediate pre- 
paration is given from tradition as well as ex- 

^ * The soul must first have learnt to shut out from ite eyes all 
the phantasmata of earthly and heavenly images, and W spurn 

and tread under foot whatever presents Itself to the thought 

from sight, hearing, smell, boddy touch, or taste, so that n 
may seek itself interiorly as It is without these sensations <tn 
Ezteh. It. V. 8). Alter this * the first step is that the soul should 
collect itself together {‘' ut se od se coUigat ), the second, that 
It should look upon its own recollection ( "ut videat quahs sit 
coUecta”), the third, that it should rise above Itself, and yield 
itself up by effort to the contemplation of the invisible Creator 
TOe effort la ' a great striving of the mind, when it raises 
itself up to heavenly things, when it fixes |ts attention on toe 
spiritual, when it tries to passover all that is bodily 
narrows Iteelf that it may be enlarged. An® 
indeed, it prevails, and soars above the opposing darkness of 
its blindness, so that it attains to 

passed Light ("incircumscriptum lumen ) by steulto and 
eSuy ; but lor all that, to itself straightway beaten back it 
returns, and out of that Light into which pantmgithad P^sed, 
returns, anayut blindness sighing it returns,' and ‘by 


into the darkness of its blindness sighing^ 
the very tasting, it faints away (tb. ii. ii. 12). _ 

This ‘ periodicity ’ of contemplative prayer is 
constantly dwelt upon by St. Gregoiy : tfie soid is 
‘beaten back’ and sinks doivn by the weight of 
her corruption {Mor. v. 27 f.» yiu* xxiv, 

12e etcs), and the brief space of the highest expen- 
ence is but the ‘ silence m heaven for half an hour 
of Rev 8'. All this describes the mystical prayer 
which was later to be labelled < active oontempla- 
rio?and is sought by the soul. But St. Gregory 
does not omit the ‘passive’ states, when the soul 
is caught away (‘rapta’) into God and inflamed, 
so that, although yet m the flesh, all carnal tlmu^ht 
is subdued, though God is not seen as He “ 
(iifor. iv. 45). Often tlie mind of the just is so 
suspended in contemplating things 
outwardly their face seems to have been strack 
with stupefaction (‘ obstupuisse xu- 35]) , 

the mind is often caught in ecstasy ( rapta, m 
excessu suspenditur ’ [t6. xxiy. 12]). The subse- 
quent effect of the dmne vision upon the touI is 
noticed, not merely detachment and contempt of 
?World(Ep.i. 6, ftrc.r. vii. 7 ), but the experience 
of being above it and that it is a pMsmg show 
nrffif and ii. 32; ‘ Aniniae videnti Ueuni 
angusta eat omnis creatura ’)• Self-knowledge and 
humility are the fruits of contemplation {Mor. 
XXXV. 3, in Ezech. I. viii. 11, 17, etc.). _ 

Though in contemplation the 

(Jlfor. v:50. Dial. ii. 32) and the soul is filled with 
neace (iifor. v. 9) and with marvellous sweetness, 
IE afire ivith love {ib. v. 58 etc.), yet it m im- 
possible in this life to see God as He is— that is 

^“■^^ati^L&rsoractoing beneath His brightness by 

Kf a»p;-««>KS,rsE' 


contemplation, although bis Dialogues^ intended 
for popular reading, are full of miracles, prophecies, 
and visions. . . . „ 

2 . The Middle Ages and Scholasticism.— We 
have seen that in She Patristic period mystical 
theology was fully recognized, and that the method 
of approaching it by abstraction was traditions. 
For the succeeding period there are materials to be 
formd in the Lives of the saints, which are ex- 
tremely numerous throughout the Middle Ages, 
and are usually the work of contemporanes. 
Special mention has to he made of St. Jolm Ciuna- 
CU8 (t 605-606) ; also of St. Maximus Confessor 
of Constantinople (t 662), an ascetic writer as well 
as an acute theologian, who ivrote some commenM 
on pseudo-Bionysms. It was doubtless through 
his influence at Rome that the Areopagite was 
quoted by the Lateran Council of 649. The abbot 
Thalassius, a correspondent of St. Maxima^ nM 
left some notes on mysticism. These three Greek 
writers agree in insisting that all images ana 
imagination are to be put away in prayer 
(Climacus, Ladder of Per/., degree xxviii. 45 ; 
Maximus, Cent. v. 69 ; Thalassius, Cent. u. 26), 
Among the Latins may be noted Rabanus Mau^ 
(t 856), especially in his de Puritate Cordis, John 
Scotus Engena (9th cent.), who translated pseudo- 
Dionysius into Latini St. Peter Damian (t 1072)i 
and Hugh of St, Victor (t 1141). , , 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux (t 1163) had a great 
influence on the history of mysticism. A weU- 
read and acute theologian as well as a man of 
genius, his mystical experiences f 
records. Note his description of the third 
chamber of the Spouse,’ _ the perfect peace of the 
soul {Serm. in Cant. xxiu. 16), and that of the 
visitations and absences of the Spouse i 
• 1 confess that the Word has come to me (I speak as a looih 



S.tTu s-.8Tad-ii it yafcj? ■a-jgci.s'it 
tom S' 

Stetta“to“ho2'sS«'torte'st.'Gtyn 

Ipeaks of any accidental psycho-physicd effects of 


r even iAio departure ' iio. i >“• . 

Here is a remarkable comment on mimennlas 
anreas eb vermiculatas argento (to. xli. d) : 

. ■ r nnf'ViTnc^ &lfi6 to Vf&VS C^TidXfi 

mmmi 

S S Vet anticipate ite action ® n grM horn 

that some, even among us, to v horn this to be .. 

with the swiftness of a i,® Lhtther lor ihtUmptring of 
in ecstasy of epirit, im^diat^, of imparting it to others, 
this too great raduintx, y fw the sake ojxmpa^^^^ 

thtre present ihem^lvet hate heen in/ttsed from 

thinglsuiUd ' thTmc^“p«« ray Is to 

above, by means of which that mMo p yg ^ the soul 

fteTfndtorfiSMeWng^^^^ 

Thlf ir’perhaps the earliest account, of the 
distinction between pure contemplation, m 
reason as well as imagination remains in darkne^, 
and nothintr is understood by it, md revelation, m 
whic^the pure intellectual conceptions are made 

ly me.» of «■' ‘“SW 

“a cSwWoTIt BmoorJ, Eictaa of g- 

Victor (t makes the same 

riddle but in simple 'truth, 'vi™ont any 
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St Thomas has, howeverJocaotiouslyfollowedSt. Aw^nstine, 
de Gen. ad litt. :di., in admittiiig that the beatific vision was 
isronted to Moses and St. Panl, when rapt put of their corpoml 
senses: he did not notice that St Augustine distinguishes the 
beatific vision from intellectual visions only in de^ee, not in 
kind, so that he is not to be .followed here. Doimnican theo- 
logians have rigidly followed St Thomas; some Benedictines 
hwe added St Benedict to Moses and St Baul; some Car- 
melites have added Elias the prophet ; the Jesuit tteplogians 
have wisely agreed with Albertus, Ale.xander of Hales, and 
Bonaventura in denjing that the lumen glance hw ever been 
given in this life except to Christ, though some of them have 
suggested that such a rapture may have been granted to the 
Blessed Virgin. 


inan'ti mi/cucuu ^ ^ — '-f •u 

of receiving pure intellectual species such as it "'viu 
con-natiir^y receive after death. If it should 
receive auy, however, it will not understaiid thein 
in the ordinary way, except ‘convertendo se ad 
phantasmata ■— by forming examples of them m 
the imagination, and translating th^ ttius into 
images and human words. Hence St. Thomas a 
theory of prophecy and visions (Sumvta, n. ii. (jo. 
clxxi. ; QucBsi. de Veritate, xii.) ; God can com- 
municate truth to man in three ways ; (ct) bv 

* corporal vision * of soinetliing realj together with 
an intellectual ‘light’ to judge of it; (6) by an 

* imaginary vision,^ which is the proper mediom of 

prophecy (in this vision images are either produced 
or re-arranged in the imagination), together with 
intellectual light to judge its meaning--these are 
usually to the eye (‘ visions’ proper) or to the ear 
{‘ locutions ’) ; they are difficult to distingmsh from 
the images which a lively imagination forms for 
itself, they may be imitated by the devil, or they 
may be falsified by admixture from the man a oivn 
activity; (c) by an ‘intellectual vision’ of pure 
truth ivithout any pliantasmata ; this is the angehc 
kind of knowledge by pure infused species, the 
same as that given after death, and it is nob in 
itself liable to error (so St. Thomas, with all theo- 
logians, after St. Augustine). In order, however, 
that the prophet may understand and commonicato 
the truth lAich be has received, he must needs 
‘turn to phantasmata’ : 

•Itaclareveritatiscognitiomfuuditntut . . - 

perspeota, ipse sibi 

Dropter naturam nostn intellcctus (de Ver, xh, 12 , 

^Becundum intelligentis arbitnum in imaginativa congrue 

formantur imagines' (i6. ad 2). t-nH, 

These images and words can express pure truth 
only in an inadequate and symhohe way ; they are 
therefore a grievous source of error, except in so 
far as ‘intellectual light’ guides the prophet to 
translate suitahly. If the images are in^ed 
too-ether ivith the truths themselves, then an 
imaginary vision accompanies the u^llectual 
vision, and we are face to face with the phenoniena 
so vividly described by St, Bernard. Intellectual 
vision is higher than prophecy 
Sumnuz, n. li. qu. clxxiv 3) ; m it the absolute 
simplicity of the divine light is, as it were, ‘con- 
traced and specificated’ by conjunction mth the 
angelic light, which is less simple and wl- 
anS more adapted to our nature. To fall back 
mto imaginatwns is a weakness, due to defect of 

teaches, ivith all earlier and later 
theologians, that Adani in the state of innocence 
could see God after this angelic fashion by ^re 
species, as the angels do by nature (de xvun 
Tad 12), ‘per intelligibiles eflectns (Surnma,!. 
xciv. 1),* though his mind worked as ours does by 
‘ turning to ^antasmata ’ ; offiy his imagination 
w^ thf senrnnt of his intellect, whereas ours is 
ftMuently its master. He could therefore ‘con- 
sider ’intellectual truths and God Hiraself by i^ing 
his imagination to subserve his intellect, without 
fpar of its leading him into error. _ 

* In all this St. Thomas is elaborating an older 
theory, which we have seen described by S 


Bernard and Kichard of St. Victor as regards the 
contemplative state. We should anticipate that 
St. Thomas also must regard mystical theology as 
the angelic consciousness communicated to man, 
and we might confidently argue to this from the 
fact that ‘intellectual visions’ are not peculiar to 
prophecy, but are understood by all medieval 
writers to be common in the saints. But, as a 
fact, St. Thomas incidentally confirms our antici- 
pations by a clear statement. 

He asserts that Adam’s knowledge was ' contemplapon, and 
that 'in contemplation God is seen by a medium which is tte 
lumen tavientice, which elevates the mind to perceive the 
divine, but not so that the divine essence is immediately seen ; 
and thus ^ grace Be is seen by him who contemplates after the 
state of sin, then^h more perfectly in the state of innocence {ae 
Ver. xviil. 1 ad 4). 

Therefore contemplation restores to man by grace 
gome measure of that angelic knowledge which 
Adam had of God before the Fall. Adam’s in- 
fused loiowledge was ‘ from the irradiation of the 
Divine wisdom’ (ib. xviii. 2), and we receive the 
same by the ‘gifts of the Holy Ghost’ (these are 
infused at baptism) of wisdom and of understand- 
ing, which cause in us ' a certain affinity to the 
divine ’ (in 5 Sent. dist. 36, qu. 2, art. 1, sol. 1), 
and this ‘leads us to a kind of deiform ^d in 
some wise explicit Contemplation of the articles 
which faith holds in human fashion as it were 

‘ Hence faith, wWch causes us to'hold the spiritual veiled, as 
it were, “by a mirror and in a riddle,” pwfecte the mii^ in o 
human way, and therefore it is a virtue. But if the mind is so 
far uplifted by supernatural light, that it « intr^uccd to behold 
the spiritual things themselves, 2 ^^1)’ 

and &i8 is done hy the gift of understanding («i. art. 2, sou ij. 

St. Thomas seems to have been conscious of possess- 
ing something of this gift which is above faith, 
Avlien in his dying act of faith m the JReal Fresence 

there be in this world any knowledge of 
that is stronger than faith, I wish now to use it, to affirm that I 
truly believe,’ etc. _ _ 

In his Comm, on 1 Tim. ui. he says that it is 
impossible to ‘comprehend’ God; but to touch 
Him [attingere), though impossible by nature, is 
to be our aim, in this fife by ^ace, in the next bjr 
fflorv. Thb experience of God is a nobler laitn, 
though the virtue has a stricter right to the name 

Ide Ver. xii. 12, corp,). . 

Bub St, Thomas nowhere treats the question 
which he thus incidentally answers. We can 
simply conclude that he is in 

tiombut that he does not regard mystiral expen- 

ence as real knowledge unW it is translated mto 
phantasmata, nor as a part of donatio 

axe not to be surprised that in his disquisirions 
on the active and contemplaUve hvM ^ 

dist. 35. qn, 1, and Surnma, n. u. qu. clxxx.) ne 

describes contemplation ‘hmnano modo, 

brief rest of the mind upon the great venti^ at 

which it has arrived by argument and mv^tiga- 

tion, avoiding any mention of 

He means by the contemplative 

study and passion for truth, as opposed to the life 

which uses the body to do g? *5® 

Order of Preachers, to which he belonged, he 
thinks the perfect admixture of the two is to be 
found in the combination of study with pr^ching. 
Hrdid not simply distinguish the two lives as 
that of prayer and that of works of otenty. The 
SSiyf^t exposed as latent in St. Thomas has 
not ^en discovered by most of 
commentators, but it is discernible m his prede 
cessors. What is more, _ it justifies and 
the nraotical advice which we have traced from 
Srly Tmes up to St. Thomas’s ovm master, 
Albwtus, that in prayer images and 
should be put aside, and_ then *^®, 
receive pure spiritual species, though secretly aiffi 
rbscwely, while its orainary use remams m abey 
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the tvro greatest of -writers on mysticism, the Car- 
melites St. Theresa of Jesus (t 1582) and St. John 
of the Cross (t 1591). The incomparable charm of 
St. Theresa’s_ personality and her robust common 
sense have given immense popularity to her \vTit- 
ings,_ -which are the most complete and -vivid 
descriptions ever penned of the successive pheno- 
mena of the inner experiences of a saint. Their 
value as testimony can hardly be exaggerated. 
They contain muon excellent counsel and many 
new and necessary distinctions. St. Tlieresa, how- 
ever, dififers greatly from other mystics in her 
estimates of the various facts, and she is the 
starting-point of a_ new tradition. In her earliest 
work she distinguishes the degrees of prayer ac- 
cording to their psychological effects ; the first is 
meditation, in which all the powers of the soul act 
naturally and freely; they work hard -with small 
reralt {Life, chs. 11-13) ; the second includes ‘ re- 
collection' and the ‘prayer of quiet,’ wherein 
the -vyill is united to (jod, while the imagination 
and intellect remain free to help or hinder this 
delightful union (14-16) ; in the third degree these 
powers are also d^a^vn into union, without either 
being lost or yet able to tell how they work ; this 
causes an inebriation, a glorious folly, and leaves 
behind it greater effects than quietude (16-17) ; 
the fourth state is a complete union of all the 
powers, so that it is impossible to speak or read ; 
this lasts a bare half-hour, but may lessen and re- 
turn so as to occupy hours ; but the utmost point 
of transformation m (Jod lasts only an instant. 
When the effects extend even to the body, insensi- 
bility, ecstasy, rapture, or flight of the spirit is 
produced, and even levitation (18-20). She speaks 
further of locutions (25), of intellectual and imagin- 
ary visions (27-29), of appearances of Satan (31), hell 
(32), and saints (33) ; she tells of the great value of 
seeing the humanity of Christ (37), of the gift of 
miracles (39). She concludes with more purely 
mystical visions of ‘the truth itself,’ and how aU 
things are in (Jod (40). The concluding chapters 
of the Life are later than the rest ; but her last 
work. The Spiritual Castle, is more important 
still, having been composed after she had long been 
in the highest states which she had not yet attained 
when she wrote her Life. In this final work she 
places ‘recollection’ and ‘quiet’ in the fourth 
‘ mansion ’ of the soul, ‘ union in the fifth, complete 
union and ecstasies in the sixth, together with the 
vision of the humanity of Christ, the -wounds of 
love, the pains of longing, etc. The seventh 
mansion^ is spiritual marriage, an anticipated 
heaven, in which the soul begins to understand the 
graces which it has received, and is continually 
conscious of the presence of the three Persons of 
the Blessed Trinity. 

Now, though St. Theresa intends those degrees 
to represent stages of perfection, yet the main dis- 
tmction between the four original degrees is psy- 
chological, not really according to the quantity of 
mystical light, but to the perceived effect of that 
light on the soul and body. Those degrees are 
roughly equivalent to the third, fourth, fifth, and 
sixth mansions. When the saint herself reached 
the seventh mansion, she discovered to her surprise 
that the psychological effects, -which had reached 
their culmination in ecstasy, ceased or diminished 
(she had occasional raptures later on), and that 
she could experience even higher communications 
than before without any suspension of the bodily 
faculties; nay more, that the peace of ‘quiet’ or 
‘ union ’ -n-as no longer needed, for she could be 
conscious of the mystical Light, and of the Trinity, 
^vhile giving her mind fully to necessary occupa- 
tions. This should not have astonished her direc- 
tors, for the beatific -susion itself will not impede 
the intellectual, sensible, or corporal powers of 


man in heaven, and St. Thomas teaches that intel- 
leetual -visions do not of themselves impede the use 
of the senses {de Ver. xii. 9ad 4 ; Summa, ii. ii. qu. 
c^xiu. art. 3), although ‘the more the mind is 
aratracted from the body, the more it receives the 
infiuence_ of spiritual substances ’ {in 4 Sent. dist. 
60, qu. i. art. 1), according to the traditional 
doctrine; so that naturally St. Theresa her.self 
found in the seventh state that her mystical con- 
sciousness, though permanent, was more vivid in 
the time of prayer, when dbtraoting occupations 
were set aside. 

Thus the smooth ascent of the original four 
degrees k rouglily broken in The Spiritual Castle 
by the addition of the seventh, which reverses the 
process. St. Theresa’s classification has been 
followed by most subsequent writers, and of late 
years it has been adopted by Poulain. His -view 
13 that mystical sta-tes are accompanied by a 
‘ ligature’ or tying up of the powers, which in the 
lower degrees (recollection, quiet) has only a partial 
and slight effect upon the intellect and imagina* 
tion, but in ‘full union’ prevents all the powers 
from working in their natural way, and, finally, 
m ecstasy affects even the body. This ligature, 
after having produced its full effect in such 
ecstasies, disappears in the seventh mansion, or 
‘transforming union,’ which is characterized by 
the_ appearance of a kind of double consciousness. 
Thb sudden reversal of the sequence seems to set 
^8 in front of an insoluble problem. Poulain is 
dissatisfied -with the idea that his ligature is the 
natural result of attention to spiritual things, and 
that even ecstasy is but the natural effect of extra- 
ordinary mental concentration. He inclines to 
see in the ligature a sealing up by God of the 
doors of consciousness, in order that the soul may 
not be distracted from the heavenly vision. But 
then, why does it cease in the highest degree ? 

_ The simplest reply is to deny that St. Theresa’s 
important and excellent analysis necessarily corre- 
sponds to an ascending scale of mystical elevation 
or of poral sanctity. It does not seem to be paral- 
leled in the experience of most of the great mystics, 
and it is well known that the details of St. 
Theresa’s ‘mansions’ are almost wholly from her 
o-wn history, and cannot be verified in other saints. 
It is easy enough to obtain testimonies from 
persons who freq^uently experience the lower 
degrees of prayer tliat the phenomena of ‘ ligature ’ 
correspond exactly to the familiar experience that, 
while one is listening to the conversation of one 
person, one can hear, irithout understanding, what 
another person says. In such prayer the intellect, 
being engaged upon pure intellectual knowledge in 
an inchoate manner, feels blank and inactive ; the 
will is dra-wn to God, without sensible fervour; 
the imagination may run -wild, because the will 
prefers to leave it alone rather than detach itself 
from the act of loving, in order to control its 
vagaries. But in those persona to whom ‘ transla- 
tion’ into sensible impressions is easy, or when 
the communications are somewhat obscured by 
images and less ‘pure’ (as St. John of the Cross 
has it), the imagination also is occupied with holy 
things, and the lower appetite is filled with peace 
and joy; thus we have the prayer of quiet or of 
union. As to the effect on the body, St. John of 
the Cross teaches that ecstasy and sudden rapture 
are due to bodily weakness; as the man grows 
more spiritual by the effect of the intellectual 
light, his soul and body are spiritualized, so as to 
become a fitter vehicle to endure the higher kinds 
of union -without any ‘ligature’ or bodily ecstasy. 
Psychologically it is probable that Eibot is right 
in holding that * attention ’ is not the intensifica- 
tion of one faculty, but the detaching of the 
others ; absence of mind is a mark of concen- 
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MYSTICISM (Christian, Boman Catholic) 


rnhiMirp Niaht iii.l, ia which God humhlea, 
detaches, anf plirifies the higher 

d ^LoVe. It is to he noted that the method 
SPyer inculcated for the ‘night of the senses 
IS exactly tlie traditional one ; the night 
spirit’ iJ also traditional— the great desolation, 
tnal nurification, taught by almo^ all mystiM. 

Soinething of the tradition of St. John of the 
Cross was preserved in subsequent writers of the 
Carmelite Order, among whom 

mentioned Joseph a tAi y-r- 

most useful Spanish treatise (1658-^9, Ital. ver 
sion 165i-69) gives in its first part an excellent 
thrary. with practical advice, of contemplation, 
and ’/homas of Jesus (t 1627), a great mystic, who 
chisely agrees with the doctrine of Aquinas ^ 
above^de^ribed, adding much ^ 

Doint from St. Bonaventura, and (especially) Hugh 
and Richard of St. "Victor. Mystical contempla- 
tion is knowledge like that of the angels, and is 
above faith, though below the beatific xasion. 
He distinguishes the lower demeea, are 

habitually exercised by the gifts of the 
of ivisdom and understanding, from the higbe^ 
which are never habits, but infused acts, in vjich 
SSerimentel knowledge of God is attained by a 
kind of touch (cf. Limng Flame, ii.) and embrace 
et plana, 14 ; dc ContemplaUone Divi^, 

? Kv 9 14vil5<f6 Oratione Dwina sive a Deo 
k W iv. 2,' Ite.). A later Carmelite, Philippus 
n S'; Trinitate ft 1871), is at times an astonishingly 
Ssh Sr Havig declared that we must See 
to God from the contemplation of creatures, he 
wast^ a large part of his work upon^asumma^ 
dS.tion ofall created things and their uses, with 
B^h comments as the following (in the chapter on 
urecious stones); ‘lapis laspis confortat stoma- 
chum.’ He suggests that mystical contemplataon 
is not by infused intellectual species, but by a 
partial and blurred commumcatiou of the 
ofori(K— an opinion which appears to contradict all 
It, nnrf.imilar. St. Gregory, St. 


jpinion wmcu w 

Christian mystics, in particular, St. ® Thf Som: 
Thnmaq ana St. John of the Cross, ine .uom 

^S.®The reversal of tradition.-St. Fmneis of 
Smes (t 1622), who shows himself in his Traite de 
Smow de Dieu as a theoloman of wide and pro- 
found thought, has given in that work fine desenp- 
tions of contemplative prayer, which his subject 
causes him to treat from an affective pmgt of view. 
Some of his spiritual letters, and those of St. J^nne 
Francoise de Chantal, contain instructions on the 
traditional method which are of inestimable value. 

But at this very time the dogmatic thwlogmns 
were rising up against mystical theolo^. 
great Dominicans, following the examrfe of St. 
Thomas in his Summa, ignored it ; the great 
jSs denied its very existence. For example, 
Th6ophile Eaynaud (t 1663) explains why the 
‘nraver of silence’ and ‘spiritual sleep must be 
impossible {Heteroelita Spiritualia, ii. 5). Super- 
Sal conUplation. he insists, - tbe Bame ^ 



» \vh\ch is a ludfrmenti oi tno itivoua, 

Ppg U crfw^inga ^plex theological discumus 
Suarez (t 1617), the most voluminous of Jesuit 
fSoVans. works out precisely the 
length (tfe Virtute Beligionts, tract. TV. ii. 9 .iO). 
He^admits that God can infuse S’lre intellectual 
knowledge {ib. 14-16). and didso m Adanis c^. 
and also m that of the Blessed Virgm Mary, St. John 


by man ; it is very rareiy giauwcu, 
privilege, or for the sake of some great public 
utilityr ‘for God disposes all things sweetly, and 
does nob perform these miracles without a great 
cause.’ Therefore this miraculous fand of con- 
templation ‘ is not counted among the kmds ot 
mental prayer’; it is not to be prayed for, or 

desired, or in any way procured. rn-i.TT,«f;noJ 
This entire reversal of tradition was little noticed 
at the time, and many hooks on mysticisni con- 
tinued to be published by Jesuite as well as others. 
But the holy Cistercian Cardinal Bona (j- 1674), 
in his learned and pious Fio compendn ad Deum, 
states boldly that tbe pure P^yer winch he ino^- 
cates, exercised without by the help 

of aspirations, ‘is universally 
astics, but is admitted by holy and Woar 

St Theresa’s famous Jesuit confessor, Balthasar 
Alvarez (f 1680), succeeded in justifyuig before hia 
superiors hisoivn mystical method of prayer ; hut 
it was declared unsuitable to other J^esmte, who 
made meditation obligatory m their society soon 
after the death of their great founder. Mercuri^an, 
who was general of the society from ^73 to 1580, 
forbiirtlTeuse of the works of Tauler. R^sbroeck, 
sXVHarphius, St. Gertrude and St. Mecht ilde 
Yet some of the chief mystical , lom 

cent, are Jesuits, such as Alvarez de Pm (t 1620), 
Sandmus (+ 1656), and Godinez (+ 
older tradition was carried on by various Jesuic 
ascfti^l writers, of whom Surin (t 1665) 
celebrated. Other books may he cited s that ot tne 
Franciscan Cardinal de Lauria (tl693), who followed 
Smval authorities and also the experiences of 
his friend Joseph of Cupertmo, a samt whose JHe 
is as touching and poetical as it J 

and the Benedictine Augustine B“;her (t 1641), 
whose many treatises were fused into the celebrated 
Lancia FqpAia by Serenus Cressy. . j ^ 

The dangerous absurdities of the Qo»eti8ts, le 
by Molinoa (t 1696) and Mme. Guyon (t 1717)i dm 
nmre even than the theologians to bring wntem- 
SXeTayerinto disrepute. The great Bossuet 
f+ 1704) ^inZeed, taught the traditional method wit 
his accusmrned’luciSity, in some opuscules and m 
...TTTT.S nf bin letters Yet the doctrine which pre- 
vailed in practice, even in the religious orders, WM 
that discursive meditation, a 

of the imagination, was suitable to all (except 
very few extraordinary and favoured bouIs), and 
evS to enclosed nuns. It was said 
possible, but easy, for every one; and for three 
hundred years pious souls have been in the lia Pit 
of BUDPOsmg their failure in meditation to be a sad 
sndTare phenomenon, due to their own wickedness 
aSd iSsl and a Poo’^^f "^y too dis^dif^^^^^^^ 

Ha o^^med except in confession. It has been as 
thou'^h St. John of the Cross had never penned his 
dennneintions of directors, who bind souls to seek 
• SmM&edge.’ to ; apply 
the imarnnation, and deduce conclusions by toe 
reason. ° Contoraplatives,’/ mystics, 
fthvword as if they were imaginative, idle, w eak- 
minded sickly persons — the veiy antithesis of the 
real article. But then the popular idea of mjBtic&l 
graces among the educated, the learned, the 
students of that ars artium, regimen animarum, has 
£n that they consist mainfy in revelations Md 

inia<nnary visions, inecstasiesandraptures(regarded 

^ScStended by God to reveal the sanctity 
of the recipient), stigmata and 

thA safest and most authorized among them are 
visions of our Lord’s Passion, or consolations from 
nrhumaX. such as the sight of His sacred heart. 
?r the Stmn of Him in the arms in the form of 
; ^ tofanffd 80 forth. Contemplation has been 
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Tutor of Edmund Hall, Oxford. 

Oxford Movement. 

Ottlev (Robert Laurence), D.D. 

Rw'is Professor of Pastoral Theology, and 
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford ; author of 
The Doctrine of the Incarnation (1895), 
A.'pccts of the Old Testament (1897), The 
Kcligion of Israel (1005), and other works. 
Passivity, Peace. 

Parsons (Richard Godfrey), M.A. (Oxon.). 
Vicar of Poynton, Cheshire, and Examining 
Cliaplain to tho Bishop of Winchester ; 
fonnerly Fellow and Piwlector in Theology 
of University College, Oxford, and Principal 
of Wells Theological College. 

Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism. 
Paton (Lewis Bayles), Ph.D., D.D. 

Ncttleton Professor of Old Testament Exegesis 
and Criticism, and Instructor in Assyrian, 
in Hartford Theological Seminary ; formerly 
Director of the American School of Arche- 
ology in Jerusalem; author of The Early 
History of Syria and Palestine, Jerusalem 
in Bible Times, The Early Iteligion of Israel, 
• Esther ’ in the International Critical Com- 
mentary. 

. Philo Byblius, Phoenicians.' 
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Pearson (A. C.), M.A. 

Sometime Scholar of Christ’s College, Cam- 
hridge ; editor of Fragments of Zeno and 
Cleanthes, Euripides’ Helena, Heraclidm, 
and Phcenissce. 

Muses, Myrmidons, Ordeal (Roman), 
Ostracism. 

Peters (John P.), Ph.D., Sc.D., D.D. 

Rector of St. Michael’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church, New York. 

Nethinim, 

Phillpotts (Bertha Surtees), M.A. (Dublin). 

Lady Carlisle Research Fellow of Somerville 
College, Oxford ; Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Northern Antiquaries (Copen- 
hagen) ; formerly Librarian of Girton Col- 
lege, Cambridge ; author of Kindred and 
Clan: A Shidy in the Sociology of the 
Teutonic Races (1913). 

Old Age (Teutonic). 

Pinches (Theophilus Goldridge), LL.D. (Glas.), 

M. R.A.S. 

Lecturer in Assyrian at University College, 
London, and at the Institute of Archaeology, 
Liverpool j Hon. Member of the Socidtd 
Asiatique. 

Music (Babylonian and Assyrian), Par- 
thians. 

PiiATT (Frederic), M.A., D.D. 

Professor of Systematic and Pastoral Theo- 
logy in the Wi’esleyan College, Handsworth, 
Birmingham ; author of Miracles: An Out- 
line of the Christian View, Immanence and 
Christian Thought. 

Perfection (Christian). 

POUSSIN (Louis de la Vall6e), Docteur en 
philosophie et lettres (Li6ge), en langues 
orientales (Louvain). 

Professor de Sanscrit h l’universit6 de Gand; 
Membre de I’Academie royale de Belgique ; 
Hibbert Lecturer (1916); Membre de la 
R.A.S. et de la Sooi^td asiatique; Membre 
correspondant de I’Acaddmie imp6riale de 
Petrograd. 

Mysticism (Buddhist), Nature (Buddhist), 
Nihilism (Buddhist), Nirvana, Padma- 
pani, Philosophy (Buddhist). 

Prince (John Dyneley), B.A., Ph.D. 

Professor of Semitic Languages in Columbia 
University, N.Y. ; Member of the New 
J ersey Legislature ; Advisory Commissioner 
on Crime and Dependency for New Jersey; 
Speaker of New Jersey House ; President 
of New Jersey Senate; Acting-Governor of 
New Jersey. 

Music (Muhammadan). 

PuNNETT (Reginald Crundall), M.A., F,R.S. 

Arthur Balfour Professor of Genetics in the 
University of Cambridge; author of Men- 
delism. 

Pangenesis. 

Ramsay (Sir William Mitchell), D.C.L., 
LL.D., Litt.D., D.D. 

Formerly Professor of Humanity in the_ Uni- 
versity of Aberdeen ; author of The Histori- 
cal Geography of Asia Minor, The Cities 
and Bishoprics of Phrygia, and other works. 

Phrygians. 

Rees (Thomas), M.A. (Lond.), B.A. (Oxon.). 

Principal, and Professor of Theology at the 
Bala Bangor Independent College, Bangor, 

N. Wales; author of The Holy Spirit in 
Thought and Experience, and other works. 

Nature (Christian). 


Revon (Michel), LL.D., D.Litt. 

Professor of History of the Civilization of 
the Far East in the University of Paris; 
formerly Professor of Law in the Imperial 
University of Tokyo and Legal Adviser to 
the Japanese Government; author of Le 
Shinntdisme. 

Nature (Japanese), Old Age (Japanese). 

Rice (B. Lewis), C.I.E. 

Formerly Director of Archceological Researches, 
ATysore, and Director of Public Instruction 
in Mysore and Coorg ; Hon. Fellow of the 
University of Madras ; author of Mysore, 
Bibliotheca Carnatica, Epigraphia Carna- 
tica. 

Mysore State, 

Rivers (W. H. R.), Al.A., M.D., F.R.S., F.R.C.P. 

Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge ; 
President of the Anthropological Section 
of the British Association, 1911 ; author of 
The Todas, History of Melanesian Society, 
Kinship and Social Organisation. 

New Britain and New Ireland, New 
Caledonia, New Hebrides, 

Rose (H. A.), I.C.S. 

Panjab, India. 

Nirmalas, Panjab and North-West 
Frontier Province. 

Royce (Josiah), Ph.D., LL.D. 

Late Alford Professor of Natural Religion, 
Moral Philosophy, and Civil Polity in 
Harvard University; Gifford Lecturer at 
the University of Aberdeen, 1898-1900. 

Negation, Order. 

Scott (Charles Anderson), AI.A. (Camb.), D.D, 
(Aber.). 

Professor of New Testament in Westminster 
College, Cambridge. 

Paulicians. 

Scott (Ernest Findlay), B.A., D.D. 

Professor of New Testament Literature in 
Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada ; 
author of The Fourth Gospel: its Purpose 
and Theology, The Apologetic of the New 
Testament, The Kingdom and the Messiah. 

Ophitism. 

Scott (John Waugh), M.A. 

Senior Lecturer in Moral Philosophy in the 
University of Glasgow. 

Neo-Hegelianism. 

Seaton (Mary Ethel). 

Mediaeval and Modern Languages, Tripos, 
Class I,, 1909 and 1910 ; sometime Lecturer 
at Girton College, Cambridge. 

Music (Teutonic), Ordeal (Slavic, Teu- 
tonic). 

Selbie (John Alexander), M.A., D.D. 

Professor of Old Testament Language and 
Literature in the United Free Church Col- 
lege, Aberdeen ; assistant editor of the 
Encyclopcedia of Religion and Ethics. 

Ordeal (Hebrew). 

Selioman (Charles G.), M.D. 

Professor of Ethnology in the University of 
London ; author of The Melanesians <f 
British New Guinea; joint-author of The 
Veddas. 

Nuba. 
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Professor and Head of the Department of 
Greek in the Uiiivorsitv of Chicago 5 Iloose* 
volt Professor at the University of Berlin, 
191S; Member of the American Institute 
of Art and Letters. 

Philosophy (Greek, Eoman). 

Smith (Vincent Arthur), M.A. 

Of the Indian Civil Service (retired) ; author 
of Asoka in ‘ Rulers of India,’ Horfy 
of Jridiat A History of Fine Art in India 
and Ceylon. 

Nalonda. 

SouTER (Alexander), M.A., D.Litt. 

Regius Professor of Humanity and Lecturer 
in Jfediroval Palteogranhy in the University 
of Aberdeen; formerly Professor of New 
Testament Greek and Exegesis in Mans- 
field College, Oxford ; author of A Study of 
Ambrosiasttr, The Text and Canon of the 
Hew Testament, A Pocket Lexicon to the 
Greek Hexo Testament. 

Old Age (Roman). 

BrENCE (Lewis), P.R,A.1. 

Edinburgh ; author of Mytholoyies of Ancient 
Mexico and Pent, The Popol Vuh, A Dic- 
tionary of Mytholoqt/, The Civilisation of 
Ancient Mexico, Myths of the North 
American Indians. 

Paraguay, Pern. 

Starbuck (Edwin Diller), Ph.D. 

Professor of Philosopliy in the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa ; author of The Psychology 
of Pcligion. 

Old Age (Paychological). 

Btewart (George "WAuenoPE), M.A., B.D. 

Minister of the Churcli of Scotland at Hadding- 
ton (First Charge) ; author of Music in the 
Church. 

Music (Hebrew). 

Bwanton (John Reed), Ph.D. 

Ethnolomst in the Bureau of American 
EthnoloCT. Smithsonian Institution, ‘Wash- 
ington, D.C. ; President of the Anthropologi- 
cal Society of Washington, lOlC. 

Natchez. 


Temple (Lt.-Col. Sir Richard C., Bart.), C.B., 
C.l.E. 


Hon. Fellow of Trinity Hall, Cambridge; 
late of the Indian Army; Dm)uty Com- 
missioner, Burma, 1688-91 ; Chief Com- 
missioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
1894-1903; editor of the Indian Anti- 
quary since 1884. 


Nicobars. 


Tennant (Frederick Robert), D.D., B.Sc. 
Fellow and Lecturer of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. 

Natural Law, Occasionalism, Original 
Sin. 


Thilly (Frank), Ph.D., LL.D. 

Professor of Philosophy in Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N.y. ; coitor of The International 
Journal of Ethics. 

Pantheism (Greek and Roman). 


Thomas (Edward Joseph), M.A. (St. And. and 
Camb.), B.A. (Lond.). 

Under-Librarian of Cambridge University ; 
editor of Buddhist Scriptures ; joint-editor 
of Mahdniddesa and JataJca Tales. 
Mysticism (Buddhistl. 


Thomson (J. Arthur), M.A., LL.D. 

Redus Professor of Natural History in the 
University of Aberdeen ; author of The 
Study of Animal Life, The Science of Life, 
Heredity, The Bible of Nature, Darwinism 
and Human Life, Outlines of Zoology, The 
Biology of the Seasons, Introduction to 
(Science, The JFondcr of Life. 

Ontogeny and Philogeny, Parasitism, 
Parthenogenesis. 

Thurston (Herbert), B.A., S.J. 

Joint-editor of the Westminster Library for 
Priests and Students ; author of Life of St, 
Hugh of Lineoln, The Holy Year of Jubilee, 
The Stations of the Cross. 

Office, The Holy, 

Turner (James), M.A. (Edin.), B.A. (Oxon.). 

Examiner in Philosophy in the University of 
London. 

Ontology. 

Vikooiudoft (Sir Paul), D.C.L. (Oxford and 
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Aeademy in Petrograd ; Foreign Member of 
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Ordeal (Christian, Greek), 

Volet (Georges). 
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editor of Le Catholique Fran<yiis. 

Petite Eglise (Anticoncordataircs). 
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Coloncl I. M.S. (retired). 
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Music (Christian). 
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F.KHist.S., F.T.S. 
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delphians, 
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WiDOERY (Alban G.). 
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Professor of Greek in the University of 
Sydney, New South Wales. 

Nysa, Old Age (Greek), Omphalos. 
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In addition to the cross-references throughout the volume, the following list 
of minor references may be useful ; 


Tono. 
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Musorites . 



Sects (Christian). 

Oneiromancy . 


Dreams, Divination. 

Ma'tazilah . 



Sects (Muhammadan). 

Ongons . 


Buriats. 

Mnyscas 



Chihehas. 

Ophiolatry . 


Serpent- worship. 

Naassenca . 



Gnosticism. 

Orders, Holy 


Ministry. 

Nahunns . 



Mexicans. 

Orders, Ecligious. 


Eeligioiis Orders. 

Naira . . 



Nayar. 

Orientation . . 


Points of the Compaas. 

Nakedness . 



Dress. 

Orphism 


Mysteries (Greek), Greek 

Nasonenna . 



Mandosans. 



Eeligion. 

Navel . 



Omphalos. 

Osages . 


Siouans. 

Niania . 



N egrocs and W ost Africa. 

Ovahorero . 


Bantu and East Africa. 

Nichiren 



Japan, Scots (Buddhist). 

Owl . . . 


Animals. 

Nigerians 



Negroes and West Africa. 

Pficittiya 


Vinaya. 

Nigganthas , 



Jainism. 

Pain 


Sufl'ering. 

Night . 



Bight and Darkness. 

Pilriijika , 


Vinaya, 

Nirgranthia • 



Jainism. 

Paramita 


Bodhisattva, Perfection 

Nomads . 



Pastoral Peoples. 



(Buddhist). 

Nom . 



Doom, Doom-myths 

Paritta. 


Magic (Buddhist). 




(Teutonic). 

Passamaquoddies . 


Algonquins (Eastern). 

North, South, 

East, 


Passion-play 


Jiliraclo-plays. 

and West . 



Points of the Compass. 

Passions 


Emotions. 

Nudity . 


• 

Dress. 

Patriarchy . 


Mother-right. 

Oherammergau 



Miracle-plays. 

Paulianists . 


Samosatenism. 

Occam . 



Scholasticism. 

Peacock 


Animals. 

Old Believers 



Sects (Kuasian). 

Pedagogics . 


Education. 

Old Man of the Moun- 


Penitentiary 


Prisons. 

tain . 

• 


Aasassins. 

Penobscots . 


Algonquins (Eastern). 

Ona 

• 


Patagonians. 

Petrobrusians , 


Sects (Christian). 

O&banakis . 

• 

• 

Algonquins (Eastern). 
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LISTS OT ABBREYIATIONS 


A..n.=Anno Hijrao (A.D. G22). 
Ak.= Akkadian. 

AIox. = Alexandrian. 

Ainer. = American. 

Apoc. = Apocalypse, Apocalj'ptic. 
Apocr. = Apocrypha. 

Aq. =:Aqnila. 

Arah. = Arahic. 

Aram. = Aramaic. 

Arm. = Armenian 
Ary. = Aryan. 

Ab.:= Asiatic. 


Assyr. = A-s-s^-rian. 

AT=Altc3 1’cstamcnt. 

AV sr Authorized Version. 
AVm=Autliorired Version margin. 
A.y.=Anno Yazdagird (A.D. C39). 
Bab. = Babylonian, 
c. =cj‘rcn, about. 

Can. = Canoanito. 
cf. = compare. 
ct. = contrast. 

D = Dentcronomlst. 

E=EloliLst. 

edd. seditions or editors. 


Egj-p.sECTptian. 

Eng.sEnfjlish. 

Etn. =Ethiopic. 

EV, EW^'sEnglisli Version, Versiona. 
f. =and follouing verso or page. 
(r.=and follorving vcrsc-s or pages. 

Er.= French. 

Gcrm.=German. 

Gr.= Greek. 

Hi=Lavr of IIolincsB. 

Hcb. = Hebrew. 
ncl.=lIcllcniBtic. 

Ilex. =Hexatcuch. 

Himy. =Himynritic. 

Ir. =:lrish. 

Iran. = Iranian. 


I. General 

Isr. = Israelite. 

J^Jahuist. 

J'^Jehovah. 

Jems. = Jerusalem. 

Job. = Josephus. 

LXX=Soptuagint 
Min. = Mimean. 

MSS = M anu.script8. 

MT=Massoretio Text. 
n.=noto. 

NT = New Testament. 

Onk- = OnkcloB. 

OT=:01d Testament. 

]P=Pric8tly Narrative. 
Pal.=Palestino, Palestinian. 

Pent. =Pentatcuch. 

Per8.=: Persian. 

Phil. = Philistine. 

Phoen. = Phoenician. 

Pr. Bk. = Prayer Book. 

Il=Bcdactor. 

Bom.riBoman. 

KV = Kevised Version. 

EVnirsBcviscd Version margin. 

Sab. sSnlOTan. 

Sam. = Samaritan. 

Sem.= Semitic. 

Sept. =Septungint. 

Sin.=Sinaitic. 

Skr.=: Sanskrit. 

Symm. =SymmachuB. 

Syr. = Syriac. 

t. (following a number) = times. 

Talm. =TaIraud. 

Targ. =Targnm. 

Thcod. =Theodolion. 

TB=TextU9 Rcceptus, Kccoived Text. 
tr. = translated or translation. 

VSS= Versions. 

Vulg., Vg. =Vulgate. 

WH=Wcstoott and Hort’s text. 


IT. Bo'6k.s of the Bible 


Old Testament, 


Gn=Gcncsis. 

Ca=: Can tides. 

Ex = Exodus. 

Is is Isaiah. 

Lv=Lcvjticns. 

Jer=Jcremiah; 

Nu=Numbers. 

La=:lJamentaliohs. 

Dt=Deuteronomy. 

Ezk=Ezekiel. 

Jos= Joshua; 

Dn= Daniel. 

Jg= Judges. 

Ho3!=Hosea. 

Ru=:Ruth, 

Jl==Joel. 

1 S, 2 S = 1 and 2 Samuel.- 

Am = Arnos. 

1 K, 2 K=1 and 2 Kings. 

Ob=Obadiah. 

1 Ch, 2 Ch = I and 2 

Jori= Jotiali; 

Chronicles. 

Mic=Micah; 

Ezr=Ezra. 

Nah=Naliuni. 

NehsNehemiah. 

Hab= Habakkuk. 

Est=Eather. 

Zoph=Zcphahiah. 

Job. . 

Hag=Haggni. 

Ps= Psalms. 

Zcc=iZecharidh. 

Pr=ProverbB. 

Mdl=Mdldohi. 

Ec= Ecclesiastes. 

Apocrypha. 

1 Es, 2 Es=l and 2 

To=Tdbit, 

Esdras. 

Jtli=: Judith. 


Ad. Est = Additions to 
,, Esther. 

Wis= Wisdom. 

Sir = Sirach or Ecclcsi- 
, asticuB. 

Bar= Baruch. 

Three = Song of the Three 
Children. 


Sus= Susanna, 

Bel = Bel arid the 
Oragqn. 

Pr. , Mari = Prayer of 
.Mhnhsses. 

1 Mdc, 2 Mnc=l and 2 
Maccabees. 


New Testament. 


Mt=Matthow. 

Mk=Mark. 

Lk=Lnke. 

Jn=John. 

Ac=Act8. 

Bo = Romans. 

1 Co. 2 Cb = l 
Corinthians. 
Gal=Galatinrik 
Eph= Ephesians. 
Ph = Philippiaria 
Col = Colossians. 


1 Th, 2 Th=l and 2 
Thcssaloriians. 

1 Ti, 2 Ti=l and 2 
Timothy. 

Tlt=Titus. 

Pliilem = Philemon, 
and 2 Ho = Hebrews. 

Ja= James. 

1 P, 2P=1 and 2 Peter. 

1 Jn, 2 Jn, .3 Jn = l, 2. 

dud 8 John. 

Jude. 

Rev=RQveldtibn. 
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III. For the Literature 

1. Tlie followng authors’ names, when unaccompanied hy the title of a hook, stand for 

the works in the list below. 


Baethpen=5e2Yrdye 2 ?(r sent. Bdigionsgesch., 1888. 

Baldwin =Dic<. of Philosophy and Psychology, 
3 vols. 1901-1905. 

'BD.rXh=:Nominalbildung in den sem. Sprachen, 
2 vols. 1889, 1891 pl894). 

Benzin"er=//e6. Archdologie, 1894. 

Broi!kelniann = tTescA. d. arab, Litteratur, 2 vols. 
1897-1902. 

Brnna • Sachan = Syr. -Jlbtn. BecTUshuch aus dent 
funftcn Jahrhundert, 1880. 

15udge= ffoiis of the Egyptians, 2 vols. 1903. 

Daremberg-Saglio=Dtc<. des ant. grec. et rom., 
1886-90. 

De la Saussaye=ieArhMcA der Beligionsgesch.'^, 
1905. 

'D&n:dngfT= Enchiridion Sytnbolorum^\ Freiburg 
im llr., 1911. 

Deussen=jDte Philos, d. Upanishads, 1899 [Eng. 
tr., 1906]. 

Doxighty^Arabia Deserta, 2 vols. 1888. 

Gninm=: Deutsche Mythologies, 3 vols. 1876-1878, 
Eng. tr. Teutonic Mythology, 4 vols. 1882-1888. 

^avcTonxgeit^BealencyclopadiefurBibel u. Talmud, 
i. 1870 (n892), ii. 1883, suppl. 1886, 1891 f., 1897. 

Yi.o\dAX=Altceltischer Sprachschatz, 1891 if. 

Holtzmann-Z6pffel=iea:tcon/'. Theol. u. Kirchen- 
wesen?, 1895. 

Howitt=No<tne Tribes o_f S. E. Australia, 1904. 

Jubainville =CoMrs de Litt. celtigue, i.-xii., 1883 ff. 

Lagrange =.S<«cfess!<rfcs religions simitiques^, 1904. 

L&ne=An Arabic-English Dictionary, 1863 ff. 

Lan^=Myth, Bitual and Beligion^, 2 vols. 1899. 

LepSus=2?enZn7ta^er aus ^gypten u. .Mthiopien, 
1849-1880. 

Liohtenberger=JSncyc. des sciences rdigieuses, 1876. 

Lidzbarski=.ffa»<f6t«:A der nordscm. Epigraphik, 
1898. 

McCurdy =fltsf 07^, Prophecy, and the Monuments, 
2 vols. 1894-1896. 

Muir= Orig. Sanskrit Texts, 1858-1872. 

Muss-Amolt=j4 Concise Diet, of the Assyrian 
Language, 1894 ff. 


Nowack= LeAriwcA d. heb. Archdologie, 2 vols 
1894. 

Pauly-Wissowa =i?ea7encyc. der classischen Alter 
tumswissenschaft, 1894 ff. 

Perrot-Chipiez=.Htsf. de VArt dans I’AntiguitS, 
1881 ff. 

Preller= iJdntisc^ Mythologie, 1858. 

Il6ville=i?c7tgto7t despeuples non-civilis&s, 1883. 

’Riehm^Handtoorterbueh d. bibl. Alfertums^, 1893- 
1894. 

Robinson Besearches in Palestine-, 1856. 

Roseber=iea:. d. gr, u. rom. Mythologie, 1884 ff. 

Sohaff-Herzog=7’/ie New Schaff -Herzog Encyclo- 
pedia ofBdig. Knowledge, 1908 ff. 

Bo)i&akel=Bibd-Lexicon, 6 vols. 1869-1875. 

Schurer=ffJ'T®, 3 vols. 1898-1901 [HJP, 6 vols. 
1890 ff.]. 

Schwally=Ze6e» nach dem Tode, 1892. 

Siegfried-Stade=Re6. Worterbuch zum AT, 1893. 

Smend=: Lehr buck der alttest. Beligionsgesch.*, 
1899. 

Smith (G. A.) = Historical Geography of the Holy 
Lands, 1896. 

Smith (W. B..)=Beligion of the Semites^ 1894. 

Spencer (H)= Principles of Sociology^, 1885-1896. 
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1890 [Eng. tr., revised, Beligion of the Anc. 
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MOl^pAS. — ThoMQndasnrc a tribe of Northern 
India, numbering, at the Census of 1911, 674,434, 
of whom 410,440 were found in the Province of 
Bihiir and Orissa, 67,252 in Bengal, and 91,293 in 
Assam, where they have cmipnted in search of 
work pn the tea-plantations. The headquarters of 
the tribe is ChotA Nagpur, and the Rfinchl District 
in particular. The word MQnd5 is of Skr. orimn, 
meaning ' hc.ad-man of a rtllagc,’ and it was applied 
to them by their Hindu neighbours, while they call 
Uiemselves Horo-ko, * men,’ the same root appear- 
ing in the tribal names Kol and Orion {qq.v.). 

I. Physical characteristics and langfuage.— The 
skin colour of the MOndis is dark brown, not nn- 
commonly approaching black ; the head inclines to 
be long or dohchoccphalic, the nose is thick, broad, 
sometimes depressed at the root, the lips thick, the 
facial angle comparatively low, the face wide and 
fleshy, the features irregular, the figure squat, the 
limbs sturdy and well-formed, the stature short 
(S. C. Boy, The Mundaa and their Conntry, p. 362). 
The tribal language, kno>>'n as Mundirl, is spoken 
by a collection of tribes, including San tils, Mindis, 
and Hos, who inhabit a compact block of country 
on the Choti Nigpur platcan, and by one or two 
outlying tribes in the south of the Orissa States 
and the east of the Central Provinces. But before 
the advent of the Arjmn-speaking tribes into 
Northern India there is evidence that Mindi 
dialects were current over the greater part of the 
Indo-Gancctic plain. The theory of F. Hahn, that 
the Mflndi and Dravidian languages belong to 
the same family, has been controverted by G. A. 
Grierson : 

•The two famHlcs onlynprcc In »uch point* as are common 
to most applutinatlve lanpnapcs, and there Is no Iphiloloplcal 
reason for dcrivinjr them from the same original ’ (Liniruutie 
Surrey of India, iv. [Calcutta, 1003] St.). 

W. Schmidt (Die Man-jr/tmer-yq/her: ein Binde- 
glied evnschcn Volkem Zentralasiens und Austro- 
nesiens, Brunsivick, 1906) has shown that the 
MQndi languages can no longM be referred to an 
assumed Dravido-Mflndi family, but are a sub- 
family of the Austro-Asiatio group, and therefore 
allied to the languages spoken by_ the Mens, 
Palaungs, and Wis of Burma, the KJiisis of Assam, 
the pagan tribes of the Malay Peninsula, and the 
Nicooarese (see art. KoL, Kolarian). 
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2. Theories of origin. — Risley (r(7i.,Introd. xli) 
established on the basis of anthropometry that there 
was no physical difference between the Kolarian 
(g.v.) and the Dravidian-speaking tribes, and he 
iaontilied the Milndas with the latter ; in other 
words, ho assumed that they were immigrants from 
Southern India. S. C. Roy (p. 43 f.) points out that 
their traditions suggest that they came from the 
Himfilayan region, and ho has collected references 
from Vedic and later Hindu literature connecting 
them with the non-Aiyan races known collectively 
as Dfisa and Dasyu— general terms for the abori- 
gines who resisted the Aryan-speaking tribes. But 
these do not specially refer to the MUnqlls. Grierson 
suggested that the Dravidian ethnic type may really 
be that of the Mand&s ; that the former inter- 
married witli Mflndfis, while their descendants re- 
tained their own language. Gait points out that 
the absence of Mitnda languages anywhere in the 
south of India stands in the way of this liypothesis. 
The wide currency of M0n-Khm6r dialects in 
Northern India can be_ explained only on the sup- 
position of a migration of these people from 
Further India. 

'Except where It has been iDllucnced by immigration from 
the north-west or north-cast in comparatively recent times, the 
general unKormity of physical type throughout India seems to 
show that the speakers both ol the Mundk and of the Dravidian 
languages must have been settled there for countless ages, 
daring which Intermarriage and climatic influences and environ- 
ment gradually destroyed the former racial distinctions and 
evolved an uniform typo' (Census of India, 1911, 1. 825)^ 

3. Social structure, totemism, and occupation. — 
MandAs, except as regards the Bhflmi] andKhangar 
tribes, are endogamous, and intermarriage wth 
other neighbouring tribes is prohibited. The tribe 
is divided into a number of exogamous septs {kili), 
many of which are of totemistic origin. So great 
is the Mflnda’s respect for his totem that he pre- 
vents it, if he can, from being eaten by men of other 
castes or tribes in his, presence. As examples of 
these totemistic sections S. C. Roy (p. 407 ff.) gives 
the Soe kili, which takes its name from the soe 
fish; the Horo (or tortoise) kili; the Nag (or 
serpent) kili, and so on. By the more Hinduized 
MQndas their section names have been modified in 
order to assimilate them 'to the Hindu goira, or 
sections. Thus the Sandi (or bull) section has been 
transformed into the Sandilya gotra, which sprang 



2 


MUNDAS 


from the ancient 7 *m, or saint, Sandila, and so on 
(p. 410 f.). In early days the functions of the 
munda, or secular head-man, and the paTian, or 
ecclesiastical head-man, were not differentiated. 
Later on, villages, generally twelve in number, 
were grouped together in a local body [pattt) under 
a chief known as manki. The offices of the munda 
end the manki gradually came to be hereditary, 
and the_ mUnda, or village-chief, was assisted by 
a council {pahch), which arbitrated on the basis 
of local customary law in disputes between the 
villagers. Originally hunting and iron-working 
were their chief occupations, but these were gradu- 
ally replaced by agriculture. Drinking was a tribal 
propensity, and, according to their legends, the 
mysterious root used in the manufacture of rice- 
beer was revealed to their first parents by their 
god Singbonga. 

4. Rmigion. — Their legend of the creation of the 
world and of the origin of the human race is thus 
told ; 

‘ Ot6 Bor^m and Sing Bonga ware self-created, and they made 
the earth with rooks and waters, and they clothed It with grass 
and trees, and then created animals, flnst, those that are 
domesticated, and, afterwards, wild beasts. Vfhen all was pre- 
mred for the abode of man, a boy and a girl were created, and 
Sing Bonga placed them in a cave at the bottom of a great 
ravine, and, finding them to ha too Innocent to give hope of 
progeny, he instructed them In the art of making ilii, rice beer, 
which excites the passions, and thus the world became peopled. 
When the first parents had produced twelve boys and twelve 
girls. Sing Bonga prepared a feast of the fiesh of buffaloes, 
bullocks, goats, sheep, pigs, fowls, and vegetables, and, making 
the brothers and sisters pair off, told each pair to take what 
they moat relished and depart. The first and second pair took 
bullocks' and buffaloes' flesh, and they originated the Kols (Hos) 
and the BhumI] (Matkumi; the next took of the vegetables 
only, and are the progenitors of the Brahmans and Cbatris 
^^triya] ; others took goats and fish, and from them are the 
Sudros. One pair took the shetl-flsh and became Bbuiyas tff-v.l i 
two pairs took pigs and became the SantSls. One pair got 
nothing, seeing which the first pairs gave them of their super- 
fluity, and from the pair thus provided spring the QhfisTs, who 
toll not, but live by preying on othere. The Hos have now 
assigned to the English the honour of descent from one of the 
first two pairs, the eider. The only incident in the above 
tradition that reminds of the more highly elaborated Santal 
account is in the divine authority lor the use of strong drinks' 
(Dalton, Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal, p. 186). 

Other tribal legends have been collected by S, C, 
(A^. i.). 

The MCinda divinities have no image or symbol, 
but they may, when propitiated by sacrifice, take 
up their abode for a time in places specially dedi- 
cated to them, such as masses of rocks or more 
particularly in small patches of forest carefully 
preserved and left untouched as refuges for the 
sylvan gods when the jungle was cleared. These 

f roves (jahira, sarnd) are sacrosanct, and, if a tree 
e cut down, the deities show their displeasure by 
withholding seasonable rain (Dalton, p. 186 f.). 
The other centres of religious and social life are, 
first, an open space (ahhr&), where public meetings 
are held, disputes investigated, crimes punished, 
and on moonlit nights and daring festivals the 
young folk dance and sing in the presence of the 
elders seated round the arena on slabs of stone; 
secondly, the tribal cemetery (sasan), where the 
decease members of each family are commemor- 
ated by large slabs of stone lying prostrate or 
propped up by smaller stones. If a Munda dies 
abroad, his hones will, if possible, he conveyed to 
the family cemeterv. 

At the head of tne divine pantheon stands Sing- 
bonga, usually identified with the sun, a beneficent 
hut somewhat inactive deity, who concerns himself 
little with human affairs, the direction of which he 
entrusts to departmental deities. When his sub- 
ordinates permit sickness or other calamity to 
attack men, he is propitiated, by way of appeal, 
with sacrifices of white goats or cocta. Next in 
order of dignity comes Bumbongn, Marang Bum, 
or Pat Sama, a mountain-god, vmo dwells on the 
highest hill or rook in the neighbourhood. He 


is represented by no visible object, the sacrifices 
being made to him on a globular mass of rock. 
Next come the village tutmaiy deities [haiu bon- 
gdko), who assist in agriculture and hunting, and 
order every human event. They are worshipped 
in the sacred grove at stated times by the pakan, 
or village-priest. In the last class are the house- 
gods {ora hongako), the spirits of the deceased 
ancestors of each family, who are worshipped in 
the house-chapel (dding) by the house-master. 
These classes of deities alone are the object of 
worship, and are to he carefully distinguished from 
the host of malevolent spirits who must be appeased 
or propitiated. They are believed to be the earth- 
bound spirits of persons who died a violent or un- 
natural death, and their propitiation is conducted, 
not by the regular village-priest, but by a class 
of ghost-finders {Tidjo, mati, deohrd) who are not 
infrequently drawn from tribes other than the 
Munda. With these may he grouped the elemental 
spirits or nature-gods, such as Ikirbonga, who rules 
over wells and sheets of water, and NSgS-era or 
Nags, serpent-gods, who haunt the swampy lower 
levels of the terraced rice-fields, and are ordinarily 
benevolent, hut, if offended, are aroused to mis- 
chievous activity, and require propitiation con- 
ducted by a ghost-finder or by the village pdhdn. 
The special village-god is Desvali, or ferasama, 
who lives with his consort Jahir BUrhl or Sarh&l- 
sama in the sacred grove. In addition to these 
various gods there are benevolent guardian spirits, 
like Achraelhonga, who looks after married women. 
But he is supposed to punish them severely if, 
during their periodical visits to the house of their 
parents, they pilfer anything. 

According as a man has led a good or an evil life, 
he will be sent hack to the world by Singbonga as 
a man, a beast, a bird, or an insect. At the time 
of death the soul (roa) goes to Jom RS.ja, the 
Yama of the Hindus, who lives in the south. The 
Munda idea of metempsychosis is elementary, and 
is pidhably, to a large extent, borrowed from the 
Hindus. 

5. Festivals. — The MOnda festivals are connected 
Avith the phases of the a^cultural seasons. They 
are as foUows: (1) Magg Parab, held after the 
harvest in January, when the divine ancestors are 
invoked to bless the household ; (2) Pha^, held in 
the spring month Phalgnna of the Hindus, corre- 
sponuing to the Holi, or vernal, festival of the 
Hindus; (3) Sarhul or BaParah, ‘flower feast,’ in 
March-April, to commemorate the flowering of the 
sacred ^a( tree [Shorea rohusta) ; garlands of its 
leaves are worn, and all the food eaten that day is 
served on its leaves ; (4) Honha Parab, in April- 
May, when rioe-soAving begins; (5) Batauli, after 
the transplantation of the rice ; (6) Raram, when 
a branch of the karam tree {Nauclea parvifolia) is 
set up, Avorshipped, and then flung into water, 
apparently as a rain-charm ; (7) Kolomsinghonga, 
in November, held at the threshing-floor after tha 
rice has been harvested ; (8) SohorSI, in October- 
November, when cattle are adored ; (9) Sosobonga, 
held about August and apparently intended to 
exorcize catI spirits, the chief part being played, 
not by the pdhdn, or village-priest, hut by the 
ghost-finder, mati or dtohrd. Pox details of these 
festivals see S. C. Roy, p. 472 ff. 

6. Christianity.— The most remarkable event m 
the modem history of the tribe is the conversion 
of large numbers to Christianity. _ Buddhism and 
the earlier Brahmanism have left little or no trace 
of their influence. If modem Hinduism is to play 
any part in the evolution of their religion, it Avill 
probably he through preachers of the Vaisnava 
sect. L. S. S. O’MaUey (CetisiM Report, Bengal, 
1911, L ^Of.) thus sums up the question of Christ- 
ian conversion among these people ; 
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‘Ono reason why tho aboriginal tribes are more rccoptivo of 
Ohristlanlty than other communities la that a convert to Christ- 
ianity la not BO completely cut off from hie relatione and friends. 
In parts of HUnchi where the Christian community la stronply 
represented, not only have their heathen brethren no objection 
to eating with the Christians, hut a renegade Christian can bo 
re-admitted to hla original tribe. A further attraction la tho 
hope of obtaining assistance from tho mlaslonarlea in their 
dlfilcultles and protection against tho coercion of landlords. 
Keenly attached to their land and having few interests outside 
it, they believe that tho missionary will stand by them In their 
agrarian disputes, and act as their legal adviser. It must not 
be imagined that Christian missionaries hold out such efforts as 
an inducement to the aboriginals to enrol themselves in tho 
Ohrisllan ranks, but tho knowledge that tho missionaries do not 
regard their duties as conflned to tho care of souls, but also 
ECO to tho welfare of their flock, bos undoubtedly led to many 
conversions. To their credit, bo it said, tho missionaries have 
not failed In this trust, and tho agrarian legislation, which is 
the ilagna Charta of the aboriginal, is largely due to their 
Influence.' 

Christianity has also influenced tho tribal customs 
of those who have not embraced it. 

'There is, I bollcvc, no question that a generation or two 
back tho MuodHa invariably burnt their dead ; but with tho 
spread of Christian customs and with the diminution of the fuel 
supply, for tho last generation or so, burial has almost entirely 
superseded cremation, and there are very few Mugijis now who 
can say what their ancestral custom was. The Christmas 
festival is now generally recognised among tho heathen Mupijls 
as tho Pans Parab [the least of tho month Pus, Dcccmbcr- 
Januajw], and 1 have no doubt that in another ten years it will 
be confidently claimed as a traditional Muntji festival.' 

According to tho latest figures, the Christian 
MQndil communi^ numbers 80,292, of whom 
66,992 live in tho Itiinchi District (Census Rejport, 
Bengal, 1911, i. 220). This large conversion is the 
result of the lahonrs of various missionaiy bodies ; 
the German Evangelical Lutheran Mission, started 
at Kfinchl in 1845, which in 1869 snlit into two 
sections, one of which joined tho Chnrcn of EMlnnd ; 
the Roman Catholic Mission, established at Rilnchl 
in 1874 ; tho Dublin University Mission, established 
at Hazfirlhfigh in 1892 and at Ranchi in 1901. A 
full account of tho missionary and social work of 
these bodies is given by S. C. Roy (p. K7 fT.). A 
strange episode which deserves notice is tho out- 
break in 1895 headed by a youth named Birsa 
MQnda, who claimed to be an incarnation of Bhag- 
vanj tho Hindu Divine Father, and preached a 
doctrine compounded in the main from Christian 
and Hindu sources. After some resistance and 
bloodshed tho movement was suppressed; tho 
leader was arrested and died in prison {ib. p. 
325 ff.). 

IjTziUTinut. — Sarat Chandra Roy, The Uundas and their 
Country, Calcutta, 1912 ; H. H. Rlsley, TO, do. 1891, 11. 101 ff.; 
E. T. Dalton, Deecriptive Ethnology Bengal, do. 1872, 
p. 101 II.; IGI xvUL 88 1., xxi. 203 1. W. CltOOKE. 

MURDER.— See Crimes and Pdnishsients. 

MUSAHAR (generally derived from Hindi 
mus, Skr. mufa, ‘rat,’ ‘mouse,’ because tho tribe 
eat these animals ; others regard it as the oorrup- 
tioii of some non-Aryan term). -p A non-Aryan, 
forest, hunting, and out-casto tribe of N. India, 
numbering, at tho Census of 1911, 699,207. 

In Bengal their rellgiou ' illustrates with remarkable clear- 
nesa the gradual tronslormatlon of the fetichistlc onlmism 
cbaracteristio of the more primitive Dravidlan tribes Into the 
debased Hinduism practised in the lower ranks of the caste 
sysUm' (H. H. Rlsley, TO, Calcutta, 1891, U. 110). 

Of the standard gods Kali alone is admitted to the 
honour of regular worship, the men of the tribe 
ofTering a castrated goat, and the women five 
cakes, that she may aid them in chUdbirth. _ In 
parts of the Gaya district, however, a more primi- 
tive cult of the goddess is practised. 

* Her shrine stands at the outskirts of the villaw, and she is 
regarded as a sort of local goddess, to bo appeased on occasion, 
like the ThakurAni Mai of the Hill Bhuiyas, by tho sacrlflco of 
a hog. It Is curious to observe that the definite acceptance 
of Kali as a member of the Hindu system seems rather to have 
detracted from tho respect in which she was held before she 
assumed this comparatively orthodox position. Her trans- 
formation into a Hindu gimdess seems to have rendered her 
lets malignant. Her worship, though ostensibly put forward 


OB tho leading feature of tho Uusahar religion, seems to be 
looked upon more ns a tribute to social reBpcotability than os a 
matter vitoUy nffcotlng a man’s personal welfare ’ (16.). 

Next to Kali come aix personages, known ns blr 
(Skr. vlra, ‘ hero ’), who are regarded as spirits of 
departed Musahors and are excessively maliraant. 
Of these Rikmun is regarded as the tribsQ pro- 
genitor. 

* On ordinary occasions tho Blrs are satisfied with offerings of 
sweetmeats prepared in ghl tclarilicd butter], but once in every 
two or three years they demand a collective sacrifice of a more 
costly and elaborate character. A pig is provided, and country 
liquor, with a mixture of rice, molasses, and milk is offered at 
each of a number of balls of clay which ore supposed to repre- 
sent tho Blrs. Then a number of Bhakats or devotees are 
chosen, ono for each Bir, with tho advice and assistance of a 
Brahman, who curiously enough la supposed to know the miud 
of each Bir as to tho fitness of liis minister. The shaft of a 
plough and a stout stake being fixed in tho ground, crossed swords 
are attached to them, and the Bhakats, having worked them- 
selves up Into a sort of hypnotic condition, go through a variety 
of acrobatic exercises on the upturned sword-blades. If they 
pass through this uninjured, it is imdcrstood that the Blrs 
accept tlie sacrifice. Tho pic is then speared to death with a 
sharp bamboo stake, and its blood collected in a pot and mixed 
with country liquor. Some of this compound is poured forth 
on the ground and on the balls of clay, while the rest is drunk 
by tho Bhakats. Tho ceremony concludes with a feast in which 
the worshippers partake of tho offerings ’ ((6. 11. 117 : cf. the 
Dosldh rite, ERE Iv. 853). 

In tho United Provinces of Agra and Oudh the 
caste follows ancestor-worship, a tribal hero named 
Sndala Lai being specially invoked with tho sacri- 
fice of a hog and the dedication of native spirits, 
flowers, and a piece of cloth. Various evil spirits 
are supposed to cause disease and death, and to 
them hogs and liquor are oficred near ono of tho 
sacred fig-trees in which they are believed to dwell. 
In other places they practise the cult of tribal 
ancestors named DeosI and Ansriri, the latter being 
identified with the well-known deified bridegroom 
Dulha Deo. Another deity, who seems also to he 
a tribal hero, is worshipped under the title of 
Banraj, ‘forest king.’ In connexion with him; 
probably os his consort, a female deity knoivn os 
Bansaptl (Skr. VanaspatS, ‘queen of the wood’) 
is invoKed ns the forest guardian, and it is by her 
command that tho trees bear fruit, the bulbs grow 
in tho earth, the bees make honey, the silkworm 
breeds, and lizards, wolves, and jackals, useful as 
food to man, multiply their kind. She is also 
the goddess of childbirth, and grants ofispring to 
barren women, while in her name, and by lier aid, 
the medicine-man or sorcerer expels devils from 
the bodies of the possessed. In her name and to 
her honour the new fire is set alight in the brick- 
kiln. Woo to the man who takes a false oath in 
her name I She abides in a little clay altar or 
platform smeared with river water and cowdung 
in the comer of the hut ; hut she has no image or 
symbol. The ofTering to her consists of fruits, 
grasses, or roots ; hut, if the worshipper asks any 
special favour, he cute the ball of his finger with 
some blades of the holy Int^a crass (Boa cyno- 
suroidcs), and lets a few drops fall on the altar — 
a rite which has been supposed to ho a survival of 
human sacrifice. She is supposed to bo married 
periodically to the phallic god GanSfim, who seems 
to have been adopted from the non-Aryan'pantheon 
under the name of Ghana-fiyfima, ‘dark as the 
heavy clouds of the monsoon —possibly one of the 
many cults which have been combined in the 
worship of Kr?na. His . place is sometimes taken 
by Bhairoh, who has become a manifestation of 
oivn. . 


iiiTKRjiTra*. — xne most elaborate account of Musahar beliefs 
Is that by J. C. Nesfield, Calcutta Revieto, Ixxxvl. [18881 
1-6S, which seems to include material from some of the allied 
tribes. In addition to Elsley’s art. quoted above, see W 
^211. : A. Baines, Ethnography 
11. B), Strassburg, 1912, p. 78f. "ly CeOOKE^ ^ 


MUSES.— The conception of the nature of the 
Muses, of their character and attributes, became 
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fixed at a very early period ; for we find it expressed 
in the poems of Homer and Hesiod in substantially 
the form which it subseciuently retained during the 
predominance of Hellenic culture. The Muses 
were the daughters of Zeus and Mneraosyue 
(Memory), nine in number (Homer, Od. xxiv. 60), 
and named Clio, Euterpe, Thalia, Melpomene, 
Terpsichore, Erato, Polymnia, Urania, and Calliope 
(Hes. Thcog. 50 ff.). They were pre-eminently the 
goddesses of song, wherewith in their home on Mt. 
Olympus they enchanted the divine gathering 
(Hes. Theog. 40 ff.; Horn. Hym. Apoll. 189); 
Apollo was their choir-master, accompanying their 
anthems with the music of his lyre (Horn. II. i. 
603 ; Find. Nem. v. 22 ff.). At Delplii in the pre- 
cinct of Apollo they mined the Graces in the 
dance led by Artemis (Horn. Hym. xxvii. 15), or 
danced by night on Mt. Helicon round the fountain 
of Aganippe (Hes. Thcog. 1-10). Their divine 
wisdom embraced the past and the future as well 
as the present {ih. 38), and they were the source of 
the poet’s inspiration when he essayed to celebrate 
the feats of men (Horn. 11. ii. 484). This does not 
mean merely that they supplied him with the 
form in which he clothed his thoughts as they 
strove for utterance, but rather that they alone 
were cognizant of the truth, which he repeated as 
their mouthpiece. Hence the Muses were the 
source of human wisdom when it was expressed in 
speech, not merely by the poet, but by the king in 
his capacity as dispenser of justice (Hes. Theog. 
80 ff.). The home of the Muses was the country 
adjacent to Mt. Olympus, which was known as 
Pieria, and their cult was >videly extended in the 
north of Greece, particularly along the coast of 
Macedonia and Thrace. In the neighbourhood of 
Mt. Athos was placed the scene of their contest 
■vrith Thamyris, who arrogantly challenged them 
to a trial of skill, and was punished with blindness 
and the loss of his power of minstrelsy (Horn. H. ii. 
594 ff. ; Eur. Ehes. 916 ff. ; Eustath. II. p. 299. 6). 
At a very early date the cult of the Muses passed 
southward to Boeotia (Strabo, p. 410), where Mt. 
Helicon became the centre of their worship (J. G. 
Frazer, Pausanias, London, 1898, v. 152 f.). From 
Boeotia it may be supposed to have spread to Delphi, 
and to have reached Attica by way of Eleutherje 
(Pans. I. xix. 6). It was perhaps OAving to Delphic 
influence that Apollo first became associated with 


attempt to connect it with the Latin mens, owing 
to the occupation by the Muses of Mt. Olympus 
and Mt. Helicon (J. Wackernagel, in Zeitschr.fur 
vergleich. Sprachforsch. xxxiii. [1893] 671), cannot 
be approved. It is much more probable that it 
was a cognate of ficUvofiat, gdvrn, ftiyot, and fieve- 
alvu (cf. Lat. mens, moneo), and that its original 
meaning was ‘ inspirer,’ or ‘ inspiring power ’ (of. 
Plat. GratyZ. 428 G), that is to say, the psychical 
effect of some - unseen agency insinuating itself 
^on ns from without (K. Brugmann, in Inaogerm. 
Forsch. iii. [1893] 253-^9). From this fundamental 
signification the later senses of song and musical 
skill would readily emerge. The development is 
such as we should expect — from the vague sense of 
a mysterious force, indwelling or external, which 
characterizes certain individuals and is associated 


with certain forms of emotion, to the definite con- 
ception of a personal agency which imparts the 
power of song. We conclude, therefore, that the 
traces which are still to be found of a wider activity 
pursued by the Muses belong to an earlier stage in 
their history. This remark applies especially to 
their occasional identification vrith the nymphs 
who presided oyer the waters of sacred fountains 
("W. H. Thompson, on Plato, Pheedr. 278 B 


[London, 1868] ; schol. Theocr, vii. 92 ; Lycophr. 
274)— evidence which appears to support the view 
that the differentiation of the two terms was 
effected only by gradual stages. For it must be 
remembered that a draught or water from a sacred 
^ring was believed to cause inspiration (see art. 
POSSESSION [Greek]), and that the Muses were put 
on a level with the Nymphs as a source ofprophetic 
ecstasy (cf, p.ov(r6\t]irTas, wfufiSKijirros). Ii'om this 
point of view it is not surprising that the Muses 
should occasionally take the place of the Nymphs 
as the nurses and attendants of Dionysus (Eustath. 
Od. p. 1816. 6 ; Plut. Mor. 717 A ; Diod. Sic. iv. 4 ; 
IG V. 46, fiovsayiTrit [Naxos]), or that Sophocles, 
in describing the opposition of the Hiraoian 
Lyenrgus to the gods, should speak of him as ‘pro- 
voking the Muses that love the flute ’ (Ant. 965). 
Moreover, the Muses instructed Aristsens in the 
arts of healing and prophecy (ApoU. Bhod, ii. 612). 

The course of development, as affected by local 
worship and traditions, serves to explain the 
various accounts given of their parentage, condi- 
tion, and number. Apollo, usually their chief 
(TAowayiri]! [Paus. I, ii. 6, eto.]), is also mentioned 
as their father (Eumel. frag. 17). Others made 
them daughters of Piems (Cic, de Nat. Deorum, 

iii. 64 ; Paus. ix. xxix. 4), or even of Uranus and 
Ge (Comut, 14). No doubt each of the different 
sanctuaries claimed to be the original home of the 
cult, and some such rivalry is implied in Ovid’s 
story (Met. v. 294 ff, ) that the dau^tors of Piems 
— or Pierian Muses — ventured to contend with tlie 
Muses of Helicon and were turned into magpies. 
The Muses, as was to be expected in view of their 
history, are usually represented as maiden god- 
desses; but, since it was natural to ascribe the 
eminence of highly gifted poets and musicians to a 
special relationship with the patronesses of song, 
the tradition of their celibacy was not invariable. 
Thus Linus is called the son of Urania, Orpheus 
of Calliope, Hymenseus of Clio, and Thamyris of 
Metoomene (schol. Eur. Bhes. 347). The parentage 
of Khesus, the son of Strymon and one of the 
Muses (Eur. Bhes. 920 ff.)— Euterpe, according to 
one account (schol. Eur. Bhes. 347) — is another 
testimony to the close connexion of their worship 
with Thrace. Nothing is more significant of the 
gradual growth of the cult than the variety of 
report concerning their proper number. The 
reason for the selection of the number nine, which, 
as we have seen, was fixed at an early date, has 
not been discovered ; but it is worthy of mention 
that the same number was attributed to the Kory- 
bantes, Telchines, and Konretes (FHG i. 71 ; 
Strabo, p. 473), and it has_ been conjectured that a 
company of nine was required for the performance 
of certain sacred dances (Gmppe, Gr. Myth. p. 
1077, n. 1). There is evidence that three Muses 
were worshipped at Ascra, Delphi, and Sicyon 
(Paus. IX. xxix. 2 ; Plut. Mor. 744 C ; Anth. Plan. 

iv. 220), and seven at Lesbos (FHG iv. 458). Two 
Muses are attested by Comutus (loc. cit.), four by 
Aratus (J. A. Cramer, Anecdote Greece, Oxford, 
1835-37, iv. 424), and eight by Crates of Mallus 
(Arnob. adv. Net. iii. 37). Some of these examples 
may, be due to late literary combinations, but 
enough remains to show that the number nine was 
not tdways and everywhere an essential feature in 
the worship of the Muses. 

Besides the nine names recorded by Hesiod, to 
which subsequent tradition firmly clung, several 
others occur sporadically. Some of these, such as 
Theoria and Praxis (Comut.), Nete, Mese, and 
Hypate (Plut. loc. cit.), Melete, Mneme, andAcede 
(Paus. IX. xxix. 2), are obviously the inventions of 
a late period. Others, such as Cephiso, Apollonis 
(for which Aohelois has been coniectured as a sub- 
stitute), and Borysthenis (Eumel. frag. 17), which 
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appear to have belonged to •water-nymphs before 
their functions were entirely difl'erentiated from 
those of the hluses, never obtained more than a 
local circulation. ‘ The origin of the Hesiodic list 
is post discovery ; but some of them at least — c.g., 
Urania as the daughter of Uranus— probably had 
a separate existence before they •wore joined to- 
gether in the sisterhood -which Avas required for the 
original source of the Thcogony. 

I'liere is no evidence of nn early date bearing on 
the diversity of functions subsequently assigned to 
the several Muses of Hesiod’s list, ’i'he distribu- 
tion with which we are familiar appears for the 
first time on works of art belonging to the Koman 
eriod (Bio, in Roscher, ii. 323SU'.). It is not 
ased on any logical system of classification ; for 
Clio, Urania, and Euterpe, os the Muses of history, 
astronomy, and flute-playing, are not grouped ac- 
cording to the same principle of division as the six 
who represent the various Kinds of poetry. Tlicre 
are also several divergent arrangomeuts, in some 
of which the Muses represent branches of philo- 


sophy, as well as the arts of rhetoric and husbandry 
(schol. Apoll. Rhod. Hi. 1 ; Pint. Mor. 744 D ; 
Anth, Pat, ix. 504 f.). It is probably to be inferred 
that the traditional distribution rested upon a 
classification of poetry into three branches, epic, 
lyric, and dramatic, each of which comprised tliree 
species. In that case Clio and Urania represented 
tue historical and astronomical epics respectively, 
and Euterpe the music of the flute as distinguished 
from that of the cithara and lyre, and so far as 
it constituted a branch of lyric poetry. But, if 
tragedy and comedy Avere placed under the protec- 
tion of Melpomene and Thalia, there Avas nothing 
left but the mime to be assigned to Polymnia 
(Gruppe, p. 1090). 

LiTEiuiunB. — H. Deiters, &ler die VtTehnmg der Jlueen 
bei den Grieehen, Bonn, 1S63 ; P. Dccharrae, Lee iltises, Paris, 
1860; F. Rocdlger, ‘Dio Muson,’ in Xeue Jahrtiilcher filr 
elate. PhlMogie, tuppl. vol. vlii. [1876-7C] 251 II. ; O. Bie, Die 
itueen in der antiken Kunst, Berlin, 1887, and art. ‘ llusen,' in 
Roscher, ii. 3238-8205 ; O. Gruppe, Griechische ilytltologie, 
Munich, 1006, p. 1076 11. ; L. R. Famell, CG5, Oxford, 1806- 
1009, V. 431-137. A. C. Pearson. 
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Primitive and Savage (J. A. MacCulloch), 

p. 6 . 

American (H. B. Alexander), p. 10. 

Babylonian and Assyrian (T. G. Pinches), 
p. 13. 

Buddhist (C. A. F, Rhys Daahds), p. 14, 

Celtic (J. A. MacCullocu), p. 16. 

Chinese (J. Dyer Ball), p. 10. 

Christian (H. Westerby), p. 19. 

MUSIC (Primitive and SaA'age). — x. Music in 
savage life.— While the quality and range of 
savage music difibr considerably in various regions, 
there are but feiv tribes AA’hich can bo said to be 
indifferent to music. Of many of them, indeed, it 
may bo assorted that music accompanies every 
action of life, and that they have a largely devel- 
oped love of and capacity for it. This is true of 
some of those tribes Avhicli are deficient in musical 
instruments, like the Fuegians,® Avhilo even such a 
loAV race as the Bushmen Averc extremely musical 
and had many instruments (§ 5 ). Even the African 
Pygmies are ‘innately musical,’ possess many 
melodious songs as Avell as instruments of their 
o\AU (drums, horn trumpets), and borroAv stringed 
instruments from higher tribes Avhen they can.* 
Generally, it may be said that Avork, especially Avork 
Avhich can be performed in a rhythmic manner, is 
accompanied by singing.* Men on the march keep 
time to the songs sung, and before a fight, os Avith 
the Maoris, ‘ Avar songs are sung to Avork them up to 
fury for battle.’ * All feasts partake largely of a 
musical character, Avhetlior at marriages or funerals 
or upon other occasions. At these feasts, and, in- 
deed, at many religious ceremonies, dancing occupies 
a prominent place, and it is accompanied by sing- 
ing, playing of instruments, rhythmic clapping of 
hands, and movements of the limbs and hei^. 
Often each dance, as Avith the Bushmen, has its 
OAvn special tune.® Similar or various instruments 
are often combined to form an orchestra, 

A Blmple instance ol this is found in the case of the Snmucus 
and Moxos, with whom a number of Pan's-pipe players combine 


1 The names Neilo, Tritone, Asopo, etc., in Eplcii, frog. 41 K., 
are token from n comic description of the Muses ns fishwives. 

® 0. AVilkes, Sarralive of tlie (T.S. Exploring Expedition, 
Philadelphia, 1845, i. 142. 

s H. 11. Johnston, The Uganda Protectorate, London, 1002, 
ii. 642 f. 

4 See on this point K. Buchner, Arbeit und Ehgthmnet, 
Leipzig, 1009. 

8 J. Hnwkesworth, Vogagee, London, 1773, ii. 344. 

® G. W. Stow, The Native Races of S. Africa, London, 1005, 

p. 102. 


(d- Baikie), p. 33. 

Greek and Roman (E. Graf), p. 36. 

Hebrew (G. Wauchope Stewart), p. 39. 

Indian (E. CLEMENTS), p. 43. 

Japanese (H. Muraoka), p. 48. 

Jewish (F. L. CoiiEN), p. 51. 

Muhammadan (J. D. PRINCE), p. 53. 

Slavic (L. A. Magnus), p. 67. 

Teutonic (M. E. Seaton), p. 69. 

to produce monotonous, yet harmonious, music.! More elabor- 
ate is the Fijian orchestra of twenty to thirty players,® or tho 
orchestras wliicli many African chiefs possess — consisting 
mainly of drums and trumpets, but sometimes also of the 
native piano, bells, rattles, zithers, etc.® — or the Javanese 
orchestra of gongs, Jews’ harps, bells, and xylophones.* In 
many instances care is taken to attune tho instruments, so that 
harmonious music will be produced; in others, again, noise 
seems to bo malniysought after. 

Frequently Europe.an music is appreciated even 
by tribes Avhich have feiv or no instruments of their 
OAvn ; tlie Andamans delighted in regimental band 
music, the Fuegians Avere equally appreciative, 
and the Maoris, Avith no drums of their oAvn, took 
pleasure in listening to the EuroMan drum.® The 
Tongans compose music on the European model ; 
and many tribes, even those of Torres Straits, 
easily picK up our tunes and Avhistle or hum them.® 
Tho same receptiveness is seen Avhere new instru- 
ments are introduced from other tribes or races 
possessing them, ns in tho case of the Pygmies 
already cited, or Avhere African tribes under 
Muhammadan influence have adopted a native 
fiddle, or the Bechuana the European mouth har- 
monica.'^ 

A practical rather than a musical purpose is served by the 
drum or gong in signalling or conveying messages. For this 
see Dnnus and Otubalb, vol v. p. 02>> ; Mandbook, pp. 226, 232, 
243 ; Wallaschek, p. 112. 

2 . Religion, magic, and inusic. — As many 
savage dances are of a religious or ceremonial 
character, it is ob'vious that music, even on this 
ground alone, must play a large part in religion. 
The Avords of the songs or hymns and the SAvell 
of tho music, as Avell as the rhytlimic motions of 
the dance and tho fact that so many are talcing 
port in tho same action, heighten tho religious feel- 

J a. d’Orbigny, L’Homme amiricain, Paris, 1830, ii. 160, 231. 

®T, Williams, Piji and the Fijians, i., London, 1858, p. 164. 

® Instances in R. Wallaschek, Primitive Music, p. 131 II. 

4 Handbook to the Ethnographical Collect&ns, British 
Museum, London, 1910, p. 103. 

“ E. H. Man, JAI xli. [1882-83] 891 (Andaman); AYollaschek, 
p. 67 f. (Fuegians), 109 (Maoris). 

® B. Thomson, Savage Island, London, 1002, p. 218. 

1 Handbook, p. 243; G. Fritsch, Die Eingeborenen Sdd- 
afrika’s, Breslau, 1872, p. 190. 
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ing. Other ritual acta of a communal character — 
processions round fields and the like — are 
largely musical (see Pkockssions and Dancjes), 
At the initiation of youths to manhood or to tribal 
mysteries music, vocal and instrumental, as well 
as dancing plays a large part. In religious wor- 
ship music is either itself an act of worship or the 
accompaniment of such acts. 

The Fijian priests used large mussel-trumpets in the temples.l 
Drums were sounded while human sacrifices were made in 
Ashanti.2 In Polynesia the god lane was saluted with every 
kind oi drum ; that instrument being himself or his embodi- 
ment, its sound was his voice.* Among the Hottentots one 
class of verses consisted of hymns, prayers, invocations, and 
songs of praise to Tsuni Goam and other eoda.* The Jtalays 
used drums to accompany invocations to spirits. In sacrificing 
the Kenyahs sound drums ‘ to keep away from the worshippers 
ali sounds but the words of their own prayers.'* Among the 
Uusquakie Indians a man takes a drum with him when he goes 
to the forest to pray, and keeps time on it as he intones his 
prayer. With this people a whistle is used to summon ghosts, 
nut, os these are called for purposes of sorcery, it is regarded 
as an accursed instrument.* With the Zulus songs were sung 
after the silent sacrifice of and feast upon a black ox to cause 
rain, and also at the feast of firstfruits.r With the Haidas reed 
instruments are used to imitate the voices of the spirits in the 
relipous ceremonies.* 

Music also plays its part in most shamanistic 
ceremonies — e.g., m exorcism or in cases of sickness. 

With the Gilyaks dancing to the music of a tambourine is 
part of the operation.* The beating of gongs and drums ac- 
companies the long rite of exorcism with the Klemantans, the 
operators also whistling or breaking out into a chant.i* During 
the ceremonies of healing in connexion with the Navaho sand 
pictures chants are sung by the priest and offlcianta.D With 
the Menomini Indians, when the medicine-man is curing sick- 
ness, he sings and strikes a rattle and his assistant beats a 
drum.is 

See also Gongs and Bells, Drums and 
Cymbals. 

3. Sacred properties of musical instruments. — 
Because musical instruments are used in sacred 
ceremonies, or for other reasons, they are some- 
times regarded as themselves sacred or as possess- 
ing magical properties. Sometimes they are tabu. 

Among the Uaupes, with whom large pipes or trumpets— 
jurupari pipes — are blown at the celebration of the mysteries, 
no woman may see them on pain of execution. In New Guinea 
women may not look at certain flutes, else they would die.l* 
The Malu music in Murray Island is so sacred that no woman 
or child may hear the tunes and live.i* The Musquakie Indian 
hides his prayer-drum in his wigwam when it is not in use.i* 
Among the Malays part of the regalia includes ro^’al drums, 
pipes, and flutes supposed to have come into existence of them- 
selves. They give miraculous powers to the king, and some of 
them are so sacred that none can handle or use them save one 
tribe of Malays, and only at * the proper time and season.* 
Sounded at any other time or by any other person, they would 
cause instant death.U 

Some instruments are regarded as possessing 
magical or divine properties. 

Of this the best example is the Polynesian drum 'already 
referred to as an embodiment of the god Tane (§ a). With the 
Bush Negroes of Dutch Guiana the drum is thought to have a 
soul; it Isigiven drink from time to time and is supposed to 
lead men into the other world.i* Among the Batuma some 
drums had fetish properties or were emblems of sovereign 
power. One drum bad a smaller drum as its wife and a still 

1 W. Ellis, Polynesian Researches, London, 1829, U. 283. 

2 Sandbook, p. 242 ; Wallasohek, p. 111. 

5 H. 0. March, JAI xxii. [1892-93] 828 ; W. W. Gill, Slpths 
and Songs from the S. Pacific, London, 1876, pp. 106, 219. The 
dium was surmounted by a representation of Tane's bead. 

4 T. Hahn, Tsuni-Goam, London, 1881, p. 27 ff. 

BO. Hose and W. MoDougall, Fagan Tribes of Romeo, 
London, 1912, ii. 64. 

6 M. A. Owen, Folk-lore of the Musquakie Indians, London, 
1904, p. 135 f. 

7 H. Callaway, Religious System of the Amazulu, Natal, 1870, 
pp. 59, 409. 

8 Handbook, p. 261. * Ib. p. 61. 

10 Hose-MoDougall, ii. 181 f. 

11 S RBBW [1891], p. 2570. ; of. ERE i. 828». 

12 14 RBEWflSOS], pt. i. pp. 63, 149; cf. FL li. [1891] 449 f. tor 
a similar Apache custom. 

13 A. R. Wallace, Travels on the Amazon, London, 1853, p. 
849. 

14 Wallaschek, p. 98. 

15 Myers, In Essays and Studies presented to W. Ridgevtay, 
p. 561. 

16 Owen, p. 185. 

17 w. W. Skeat, Malay Magic, London, 1900, pp. 25 B., 40f, 

ISL. G. van Panhuys, Aetes du iV Congris international 

de rhistoire des religions, Leyden, 1918, p. 66. 


smaller one as its prime minister.l In Uganda, when the drum 
Eaula had a new cow-skin put on it, the cow's blood and also 
that of a man decapitated were run Into the drum, in order that 
new life and vigour would be given to the king when it was 
beaten. Temple drums contained fetishes.* Similarly among 
the Araucanos wizards have drums inside which are small white 
stones to which healing powers are attributed.* In many 
instances instruments used in ritual are regarded ns sacred, 
like the rattle and bull-roarer of the Navaho shamans, or the 
drum used by the Chippewas in religious dances. In Saa and 
San Oristoval large bouses are made for the drums, which are 
much valued.4 

See also Bull-Eoarer, Drums and Cymbals. 
For the sacred drum of the Lapps see LAPPS,® and 
of the Buddhists see CHARMS AND Amulets 
(Buddhist). 

Sometimes music, whether the instruments used 
or the songs sung, is held to have been first com- 
municated by the gods. 

In Ma^ur the deity long ago distributed songs among the 
tribes. The Marrings caught them in a wide-meshed basket, 
but they escaped ; hence they have no son^.e Among Austra- 
lian tribes the songs are believed to be obtained by bards from 
spirits of the dead in dreams or while awake.7 The Navaho 
gods Hasjelti and Hostjoghon ore the great song-makers of the 
world, and myth tells how they communicate the sacred songs 
and dances to men.* With the Zulus the amatongo, or spirits, 
cause men to compose songs when they are about to become 
diviners.* Among the Maoris, as among the folk of Europe, 
songs have been learned from the foiries.f * The Maidu Indians 
believe that the original sacred rattle as well as the dances was 
gpven them by two old diviners long ago, who told them that 
the spirit of sweet music was in the rattle, and that, when it was 
shaken, songs would sound better, and, when prayer was made 
for grasshoppers, it would be answered. u Similarly the Meno- 
mini Indians think that the Good Mysteries gave the drums to 
be used in making medicine or in doing harm to enemies, and 
the rattle to invoke the manidos.^^ In the Torres Straits Islands 
the old culture-heroes are thought to have taught the sacred 
dances and cults with their sacred songs.l* The Asaba people 
think that music and dancing were first learned from a hunter 
who heard the songs of a parfy of forest spirits.^* 

4. Songs. — Most savage poetry is made to be 
sung. As has been said of theMelanesians, they have 
no conception of poetry without a tune, although 
tunes without words exist. “ Generali v there is a 
great variety of songs — for dances and feasts, for 
funerals, for war and the chase, love-songs, songs 
of labour, and the like — ^butthe class which isprob- 
ably the most primitive of all is that which is 
extemporized upon the events of the day. These 
naturally differ much in character, being more 
elaborate or more simple, but they are mostly of 
the nature of a rhythmic recitative, the same line 
being constantly repeated by the bard and then 
sung by all as a kind of chorus. Sometimes songs 
are unaccompanied by any instrument ; Hose and 
McDougall say of the Punans ; 

‘The finest songs are sung without accompaniment, and are 
of the nature of dramatic recitals in the manner of a somewhat 
monotonous and melancholy recitative.' i* 

More generally, however, songs are accompanied 
either simply by clapping, slapping the body, 
stamping, beating the ground, striking sticks to- 
gether, and the like, or by the use of some of the 
various instruments already described. Even when 
singing softly to himself a native will play soma 
instrument— «.g., the Ba-Mbala play the drum, 
native piano, or harp.” As already stated, many 

1 Johnston, p. 639. 

2 J. Roscoe, The Baganda, London, 1911, p. 27 1 

* R. E. Latcham, JRAI xxxix. [1909] 852. 

4 R. H. Codrington, The Melanesians, Oxford, 1891, p. 388. 

B Cf. also D. Comparetti, The Traditional Poetry of the 
Finns, Eng. tr., London, 1898, p. 277. 

6 T. 0. Hodson, The Itdga Tribes of Manipur, London, 1911, 
p. 68 f. 

7 N. W. Thomas, Natives of Australia, London, 1906, p. 128. 

* 8 RBEW, p. 277. * Callaway, pp. 263, 273. 

1 * G. Grey, Polynesian Mythology, London, 1856, p, 213 ; cf. 
Journal of the Folk Song Society, Iv. [1911] 174, and passim, for 
W. HigUand instances. 

11 FLR V. a882) 121 f . 

12 URBEW, pt. 1. p. 93; cf. ERE vi. 316*. 

13 Report Camb. Anthrop Exped. to Torres Straits, Cambridge, 

1901-12, vi. 46. ^ 

14 c. B. Day, in A. F. Mockler-Fenyman, Up the Niger, Lon 
don, 1892, p. 274. 

16 Oodnngton, p. 334, 16 li. 192. 

17 E. Toriiy and T. A. Joyce, JRAI xxxv. [1905] 413. 



MUSIC (Primitive and Savage) 


7 


Bongs arc sung by an individual, while the others 
sing a chorus — tlie same word, line, or distich 
being taken up after having been repeated many 
times by the singer. The song may then bo closed 
by a long-drawn shout or cry, as with tho Sakai.* 
Other methods exist. 

In Savage Island there Is a long eolo on tho drumn — tho eamo 
har repeated. Then follows a gesture ‘ dance ’ to this nccompanl- 
ment. Then the leader sings, while the drum rhythm docs not 
vary, until at last It quickens at the end. All tlie performers 
now sing— the leader taking the melody, the chorus the second 
part.3 With tho African Pygmies some songs have a melody, 
a strophe, antistrophe, solo part, and chorus.^ In the Banks 
Islands, ‘a song has certain regular successive parts with dis- 
tinctive names, each introduced hy a vocalic prelude which 
marks tho gau-at, the knee, or turn, of tho song.' Some are 
led on by a single voice, some with many ; or the singers aro 
divided : somo start tho song : the rest foliow with an answer- 
ing part.* Among the Ba-Mbala men and women sing alternate 
Ycrscs of a song.^ 

In many cases Marchen, or stories, contain 
metrical parts — a recurring formula or recitative — 
or songs wliich are sung by tho teller of tho tale 
or hy the listeners — ^tho cant^ahle. These are found 
not only in European, but in Eskimo, Negro, Boauto, 
and other tales.® 

While it is possible for any one to describe in a 
rhythmic manner events which have happened to 
him, ns when among tho Basutos tho friends of a 
hero press him to narrate his deeds, which ho does 
with emphasis, becoming poetical, the crowd re- 
peating some of the lines,* there aro often profes- 
sional makers of songs or of tunes, or professional 
musicians. Even in Australia such bards exist, 
the office being sometimes hereditary.® In general 
they aro mucli esteemed, more especially where 
they are the repositories of the heroic deeds or 
traditions of the tribe. 

It is worth noticing that some songs are made 
up of words unintelligible even to those who sing 
them. This is cither because they aro more mnsiciu 
sounds, or because songs in tho language of another 
tribe have been adopted, or more usually because 
the words aro so archaic that their meaning has 
been forgotten.* Emotional and religious forraulro 
often thus persist when tho words have passed out 
of common use, just as stone knives continued 
to he used in ritual after metal had been dis- 
covered. 

Brintonuys Umtali the American Indian languages examined 
by him had a poetic dialect dUIcrcnt from that of ordinary llfe.l® 
According to Codrington, in Melanesia words not in common 
use are thought poetical and aro used in songs. In tho Banks' 
Islands there Is a poetic dialect — of archaic or borrowed words, 
or of contracted or lengthened words. On one side of Mota 
tona are composed in something like the language of Oaua, 
and vice cersa.n The Formosan priestCKSca had a Jargon of 
their own for their chants and Incantations, unintelligible to 
the uninitiated.13 This is analogous to tho fondness for hatf- 
understood foreign or barbarous words In magic formula) every- 
where, as Is seen in the Greek magical papyri and in GnosUc 
doenments. 

5. Distribution of musical instruments. — Nearly 
every tribe and race has musical instruments of 
some sort, the exceptions being found at tho lowest 
etage of culture. 


I A. Hale, JAZ xv. [1885-803 *961. 

* Thomson, p. 222. s Johnston, 11. 643. 

* Codrim-ton, p. 336. * Torday-Joyce, foe, eft. 

< Bee CP, p. 480 1., for a discussion of these in relation to the 
origin of the ballad; in addition to reg. cited there see D. 
Ma^onaid, A/ricana, London, 1882, L 48 ; E. Oosalis, Z/tt Zlas- 
$outoi, Paris, 1859, p. 300. 

1 Casaiis, p. 344. 

* Thomas, p. 127 ; Wnllaschek, p. 08. 

* Hodson, p. 07 f. (Manipur); 0. G. Seligmann, iSIefansrions 
of Ziritiih New Guinea, Cambridge, 1910, p. 161 (Koita of W, 
Kew Guinea); Thomas, p. 128 (Australia); Callaway, p. 418 
(Zulu) ; G. Brown, itelanesiani and Polvnesiant, London, 1910, 
pp. 421, 423 (New Britain, Samoa). Among tho Veddns ma^ 
•onge begin with a variant of certain untranslatablo lines (0. Q. 
and B. Z. Beligmann, The Veddas, Cambridge, 1911, p. 300). 

M Proe. Numiematic and Antiquarian Society, PhUadelphln, 
1887, p. 19 : cf. also Owen, p. 48, for the ‘ old language ’ of Mus- 
qunkie songs. 

U Codrington, p. 834 U G. Taylor, FZiJ v. [1887] 160. 


The Fueginns have none, but keep time to a song by Jumping.l 
Tho Veddas of Ceylon have no instruments, though somo of 
them borrow drums Irom the Siihhnlcse. Time is kept in their 
dances hy slapping chests, bellies, and thighs with the open 
hand, or hy waving objects rhythmically.* The Andaman 
Islanders have morcly a bollowed-out trunk used as a sounding 
board, which is stuck in tho ground and kicked with the he« 
to mark time in tho dances. Time is also kept by clapping, or 
by siapplng the hollow between the outstretched thighs.s In 
Australia there was no native musical instrument except an 
opossum skin rolled up with earth inside or stretched between 
the knees and beaten. In W. Victoria tho rolled-up rug con- 
tained shells to Jingle. Sticks or boomerangs were also struck 
together or on tho ground. Tho nose flute is known at Port 
Essinglon — perhaps a Malay borrowing. Shell-rattles and 
drums have been borrowed in the north from tho Papuans.4 
Similarly, tho Tasmanians use sticks to beat time." The 
dwarf Abongo, W. Africa, strike two pieces of wood together 
while singing, and have no musical Instrument.® Deficiency In 
musical faculty and lack of Instruments ore asserted of tho 
Charruas and Guaranis, tho latter of whom strike tho earth 
with bamboos while sinpng hymns to Tamoi.7 

SoniG tribes know no more than one musical in- 
Btmmcnt. 

The D&maras had nothing but the bow converted into a 
musical instrument by tying string and handle near tho centre, 
holding the how against tho teeth, and striking tho string 
wltli a small stick. WiU) this tho ^Ilop or trot of animau 
was perfectly Imitated.® Tho Eskimos have no other instrument 
than a kind of tambourine or drum.® Among tho Ainus tho 
only Instrument is a small bamboo Jews’ harp.i® 

Some of these peoples belong to the lowest 
culture, yet most of them are fond of singing ; 
some possess comparatively elaborate songs, and 
appreciate European music, 

Tho Bushmen, another low people, 'had Invented a greater 
variety of musical instruments than any other B. African people, 
and there was greater compass and variety in the refrains 
which accompanied their dances.’ They hod the musical bow 
(a more elaborate form than that of tho Daraaras), a bow the 
string of which was vibrated by blowing through a quill fixed 
upon it (the goerra or goura), a wlnd-stringod instrument, used 
also by the Hottentots, a reed flute, drum, and bells ot hide.D 

At low levels of culture the variety of musical 
instruments is usually considerable, and they may 
bo roughly classified as instruments of percussion, 
stringed, and wind instmments. As the instances 
among peoples without musical instruments would 
seem to show, instruments of percussion — some 
form of tho drum, which is well-nigh universal — 
may have been invented first. Stringed instm- 
ments probably camo next — the hunter's bow, as 
with the Damaras, being easily convertible into a 
primitive form of these. Wind instruments, at 
least in their more elaborate forms, were probably 
invented last. Tho reed is easily formed into a 
kind of pipe, and in fact is so useu at low levels of 
culture.” This order is not an absolute one, and in 
various districts one form of instrument may have 
preceded others which came first in other districts. 

WbisUcs and flutes mode of human oranimai hones have been 
found In deposits ot the palicolithic and neolithic ages, the flutes 
being pierced with holes at regular intervals or consisting of 
two bones, wlilch, when Joined, would make modulated tunes. 
Although these discoveries seem to give priority to wind instru- 
ments, it is obvious that others — t.g., drums of wood with skin 
covering— being of more perishable material, were less Ukcly to 
bo preserved.is 


7 J. Dcnikcr, The Ziaeet qf Sian, London, 1900, p. 200 ; Wilkes, 
L 127. 

* Scligmann, The Veddxi*, pp. 214, 217, 220, 342. 

® E. H. Men, JAZ xii. 878, 889 f., 399. 

4 Thomas, p. 120; B. Etheridge, JAZ xxill. [1893-94] 8200. 

® O. T. Lloyd, Thirty-three Yeart in Tasmania and Fieforia, 
London, 1802, p. 60. 

® O. Lens, Skizzen aui Westafrika, Berlin, 1878, p. IIL 

7 F. do Axarn, ‘ Kclsen in der siidlichcn Amerika,’ in Journal 
fir die neueeten Land-.und Seereisen, Berlin, 1808-30, vi. Ill f . ; 
d'Orbigny, ii. 810. 

s F. Gaiton, Narrative of an Explorer in Tropical South 
Africa, London, 1863, p. 117. 

® Handbook, p. 263 ; H. Kink, Tales and Traditions of the 
Eskimo, Edlnburgh,1876,p. 84 ; D. Oram, History cf Orunlani, 
London, 1820, p. 102. 

1® Handbook, p. 03. 

H Stow, pp. 102, 105 ff., 100, 135; H. Balfour, ‘The Goura,’ 
JRAZ xxxfi. [1002] 160 ff. ; Fritsch, p. 120. 

1® F. H. A. von Humboldt, Zleise in die A eguatorialgegenden 
des neuen Continents, Stuttgart, 1816-82, iv. 405. 

7ST. Wilson, ‘Prehistorio Art,’ Zieport of tZ-S. National 
Sluseum, Washington, 1896, p. 624 ff. ; Guide to Antig. of Stone 
Age, Snt. Slut., London, 1902, p. 02 ; ERE vii. 780'>. 




8 


MUSIC (Primitive and Savage) 


Metal trumpets and bells hare been fonnd in deposits of the 
bronze ^e.i 

(1) Instruments of percussion . — Among instrn- 
ments of percussion the drum, in some shape or 
form, is or almost universal occurrence (see Drums 
AND CymbaIjS). It is lacking among the Maoris, 
whose range of instruments is small, the Haidas, 
who heat boards with sticks, some S. American 
tribes, and the Thonga of S. Africa. 

The rattle is known among the Gilyaks,® the 
Barotse, Ba-Ngala, and other African tribes,* 
Australian natives (an importation), Papuans,* 
extensive^ among the N, American Indian tribes, 
who had few instruments save this and the drum,® 
and some S. American tribes — Samucus, Uaupes, 
Abipones, and Lengua.® Held in the hand or hung 
about the body, rattles serve to mark the rhythm 
of a dance ; but, as among the Virginian Indians, 
several rattles of different tones are used together 
with effect.’ 

Bells, from those of hide made in spherical shape 
and filled with pebbles, as used by the Bushmen, 
to the beautifully-toned metal bells of other 
peoples, which are sometimes sounded in concert, 
are known among aboririnal tribes in India, wdely 
in Africa, among the Maoris, several American 
Indian tribes, and the Mongols and Indo-Chinese 
races.® Gongs (often made of hollowed wood and 
elaborately carved) are Icnown in most parts of 
Melanesia and Polynesia, in some parts of Africa, 
in Malaysia, among the Lushai of India, the 
Nahuatl of Mexico, and widely among the Mongols.® 

The so-called native ^iano is found very widely 
among African tribes. It usually consists of a 
piece of hollowed wood to which are fixed a number 
of strips of metal, slightly curved at the free ends. 
These are twanged with the fingers of one or both 
hands. Sometimes a resonator is attached— a 
gourd or even a human skull (Ba-bangi of the 
Congo).*® With these may be compared an instru- 
ment from the New Hebrides, consisting of a block 
of wood with four projecting tongues which are 
vibrated by the fingers and give out different 
notes.** 

Another instrument found widely in Africa is 
the xylophone {timbala, marimba). In this strips 
of wood or metal of varying lengths are attached 
to a wooden frame with some form of resonator, or 
to a gourd (sometimes each strip to a separate 
gourd). They are beaten with sticks, and a 
considerable compass is sometimes attained.*® A 
similar instrument is known among the N. Ameri- 
can Indians, and in Borneo and Java.*® Its 
simplest form occurs among the Punans ; they lay 

1 Guide to Antig. of Bronze Age, Srit. Mue., London, 190i, 
pp. 28, SO, 106; R. Munro, Prehistoric Scotland, Edinburgh, 
1899, p. 201 f. 

3 ffandbook, p. 61. 

S Ib. p. 210; J. H. Weeks, JRAI ad. [1910] 402; Wallasohek, 
p. 104. 

4 Seligmann, Melanesians, p. 161 ; A. 0. Haddon, JAI xix. 
[1889-9013741.; Codrington, p. 339 (castanets of seeds and shells 
attached to ankles). 

» Handbook, pp. 261, 274 ; lU RBEW, pt. 1. p. 77 f. ; SR I. 
201 ; Ph ii. 450 ; FLR r. 122 ; Owen, p. 133 1. ; D. G. Brinton, 
Ancient Sahuatl Poetry, Philadelphia, 1887, p. 21. 

SWallascbek, p. 103; d’Orbigny, 11, 149; W. B. Grubb, An 
TTnimoum, People in an Unknown Land, London, 1911, p. 74 f. 

7 J. Smith, in J. Pinkerton, General Collection of Voyages, 
London, 1803-14, xiii. 88. 

8 See GoNOS aim Bells ; Stow, p. 109 (Bushmen) ; Wallasohek, 

p. 106. 

8 See Gonqs asn Bells ; Seligmann, Melanesians, p. 161 
(Koita) ; Handbook, pp. ISO (Melanesia), 232 (Ba-Ngala, etc.) ; J. 
Shakespear, Lushei Kvki Clans, London, 1912, p. 28 ; Brinton, 
p. 21 (Nahuatl); Wallasohek, p. 104 f. 

18 L. Decle, Three Years in Savage Africa, London, 1893, p. 
93 ; Macdonald, i. 272 ; Johnston, p. 664 ; Handbook, s.v. 
•Piano,’ in Index (illustrations on pp. 223, 232). 

u Handbook, p. 136. 

12 Macdonald, 1. 27 (E. Africa) ; Handbook, vp. 205, 210, 226, 
232, 243; Johnston, p. 666; H. A. Junod, The Life of a S. 
African Tribe, Neuchatel, 1912-13, ii. 253 ; Wallasohek, p. 116 f. 

13 Wallaschek, p. 117; H. L. Roth, JAI xiii, 63 (Borneo); 
Handbook, p. 103 (Java). 


strips of hard-wood across the shins of the operator, 
who beats them ivith two sticks.* 

Midway between instruments of percussion and 
wind instraments is the Jems’ harp, of which 
one form is the musical bow already mentioned. 
Its widest distribution is among the Papno- 
Melanesians, but it occurs among the Ainus (their 
only instrument) and the Gilyate, in Java, Borneo, 
the Philippines, and among the Araucanos.® 

(2) Stringed instruments. — Of stringed instru- 
ments the most common is some form of harp or 
lyre, of which a sinmle kind is the musical bow 
already described. Harps are found among the 
Punans and Kayans of Borneo, made of thick bam- 
boo, from the surface of which six longitudinal 
strips are separated and raised at their ends by 
little bridges.® Bamboo harps are used by the 
savage races of the Malay PeninsrJa, perh^s of 
Malay derivation.* Harps and lyres are also found 
among many African (Bantu and some Negro) 
tribes and among the Malagasy,® the last resembl- 
ing the bamboo harp of the Punans. Some African 
harps seem to be derived from ancient Egyptian 
tTOes. Bude stringed instruments are found in the 
Solomon Islands and New Britain.® 

Violin-like instruments are found among the 
Gilyaks (of one string played with a bow),’ the 
Kamchadals,® the Lushai (resembling the bamboo 
harp),® the Seman^*® in the Nicobar Islands,** in 
Java, Borneo, the Philippines, and Sumatra,*® and 
sporadically in Africa, especially where Muham- 
madan influence has penetrated.*® The Apache 
Indians have also a species of violin;** a one-stringed 
violin is used by the Chaco Indians (Lengua) of 
Paraguay ; *® and a stringed instrument is in use 
among the tribes of theSepotuba river, S. America.*® 
A species of guitar is widely used in Africa, and 
occurs also among the Kamchadals and Ostiaks, 
in Tibet, among aboriginal tribes of India, the 
Kayans and other tribes of Borneo, the Sakai, and 
some tribes of the Amazon ; and a primitive banjo 
is used in New Britain.*’ 

A primitive AJoIian harp is'found in Guiana.is Reference 
may here also be made to what is really a wind instrument — the 
tumdun, or bull-roarer (g.v.). 

(3) Wind instruments. — ^Wind instruments are 
of great variety, and some of them have been de- 
veloped from utilizing the reed as a kind of pipe or 
flute. In some cases shells form trumpets, and, as 
has been seen, the whistle was used in pre-historic 
times. A compound string and wind instrument 
— the goura of the Bushmen — is noted above. 

Pipes and flutes of various kinds (already known 
in pre-historic times) are found among the abo- 
riginal tribes of India (Karens, Santals, Gonds, 

J Hose-MoDougall, 11. 192. 

8 A. O. Haddon, JAI xix. 876 ; J. H. Holmes, JRAT xxxvill. 
[1908] 284 f. (Elema); Codrington, p. 839 (Solomon Islands); 
Williams, i. 163; other Melanesian regions cited in Walla- 
Bchek, p. 120 ; Handbook, pp. 61, 63 (Ainus, Gilyaks) ; Hose- 
McDougall, ii. 166 (Kayans); JAI xxii. 62, 251; other reff. in 
Wallasohek, p. 120 ; Hale, JAI xv. 298 (Sakai). 

3 Hose-McDougall, ii. 167, 192; JAI xxii. 63. 

4 W. W. Skeatand 0. O. Blagden, Pagan Races of the Malay 
Peninsula, London, 1906, ii. 117. 

CH. H. Johnston, JAt xiii. [1833-84] 468, Uganda Protec- 
torate, ii. 630, 664, 763, 778; Torday-Joyce, JRAI xxiv. 413 
(Ba-Mbala) ; Handbook, pp. 205, 226, 243, 247. 

6 Handbook, p. 136. 7 Ib. p. 61. 

8 G. Kennau, Tent Life in Siberia, London, 1870, p. 110. 

9 Shakespear, p. 28. 

18 N. Annandale and H. O. Robinson, Paseiculi Malayenses, 
London, 1003-06 {Anthropology, pt. i. p. 19). 
n Handbook, p. 77. 

13 lb. p. 103 ; Wallaschek, p. 128. 

13 Handbook, p. 243. 14 PL 11. 450. 

IS Grubb, p. 76. 

18 T. Roosevelt, Through the Brasilian Wilderness, London, 
1914, p. 136. „ . . „ 

i7Kennan, p. Ill; Wallaschek, p. 121 fl. ; Handbook, p. 72 
rnbet) ; Hose-MoDougall, i. 121 (Kayans) ; Hale, JAI xv. 298 
(Sakai) ; H. W. Bates, The Naturalist on the Amazons, London, 
1863, ii. 203. ^ j 

18 E. F. im Thum, Among the Indians of Guiana, London, 
1883, p. 310. 
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Khonds), tlicKayansof Borneo, tBowildcr and more 
civilized tribes of Indonesia, tbo Nicobar Islanders, 
most African tribes, widely in Polynesia and 
Melanesia, and among many N. and S. American 
tribes. Common to the lupperahs, the Lushai, 
and the Kayans, and other eastern tribes, is a 
gourd in which some narrow bamboo pipes are in- 
serted, each with its free end open and a lateral 
hole or stop cut in it. The player blows into the 
neck of the gourd, and the air enters the base of 
each pipe tlirough an oblong aperture filled by a 
vibrating reed, the pipe emitting a note only when 
its hole is stopped.^ A pine inserted in a huge 
gourd and giving out a hollow, moaning boom is 
Known among the Parcels Indians of Brazil.* Nosc- 
ilutcs occur among the Kayans, the Sakai, and 
other ivild tribes of Borneo, generally throughout 
Indonesia (except with the civilized ^lalays), Poly- 
nesia, and Melanesia, among the Botocudos, and 
with the Bechuana in Africa.* 

Tho use of the nose-flute In the East has been explained as 
the result of the c-nstc-system in India, whence its use may have 
spread, which forbade a Brahman to touch with his lips a flute 
which a low -caste man mlRht have made and used. Among tho 
Botocudos its use la explained by tho largo limomament worn. 

A double flute occurs in Savage Island (played 
with tho nose) and elsewhere in Melanesia, in 
Guiana, and among the Iroquois.^ The syrinx, or 
Pan’s-pipes, is knotvn in Sumatra, among tho Bag- 
anda, in Samoa, generally tliroughout Melanesia, 
and among many S. American tribes, and it was \ 
also used by tho ancient Peruvians.* Earns are j 
known in Sumatra, among several African tribes, ' 
and in Paraguay.® Trumpets or largo tubes are 
found among tho IChonds, Malays, MalagMy, many 
African tribes, Samoans, Tahitians, Maoris, in New 
Guinea, Torres Straits, and New Britain, with the 
Uaupes, Abipones, Botocudos, and other S. Ameri- 
can tribes.'^ Those of the Malagasy, Polynesians, 
and Melanesians arc made of shells ; those of the 
Uaupes are long tubes of bark. 

Whistles are known in most parts of tho world. 
The Maoris make them of tho bones of slain enemies. 
The Ba-Mhaln use them in war and hunting, this 
use being common elsewhere, though they are also 
used ns musical instruments. 

kalian Jlutcs — bamboo rods pierced and placed 
in trees — are found in Aurora, ilolancsia.* 

(4) Thus, while instruments of percussion have 
an almost universal range, stringed instruments 
are comparatively rare in N. and S. America, 
Melanesia, and Polynesia, and wind instruments 
are universal in N. and S. America, though com- 
moner in the latter than in the former. 

6 . Characteristics of savage music. — A scientific 
examination of savage music is a thing of recent 
growth. By the aid of tho phonograph it is now 
possible to obtain permanent records of tnnes, so 
that they may be carefully examined and analyzed. 
Musical instruments can also be studied from an 
individual as well as from a comparative point of 
1 T. H. Lewln, Wild Races of S.E. India, London, 1670, 
p. 217; Shakespear, p. 28 Oiere one of the pipes serves os a 
month-piece); IIose-McDoBgall, i. 121, ii. lOflf. ; JAI xxii. 03. 
SKoosovelt, p. 103. 

s Hose-MoDougall, f. 121 ; Skeot-BIngden, II. 117,130; Hand- 
book, p. 163 (Polynesia), 130 (Melancsio); Williams, I. 103; 
Handbook, p, 220 (Beohnona); A. H. Keone, JAI xili. 200 
(Botocudos). 

Q. Turner, .Samoo, London, 1884, p. 805 ; Codrington, 
p. 337 ; Wallaschek, p. BO. 

* Wnllasohek,p. 97 ; Johnston, ii. 605 ; Turner, pp. 125 (hero 
the pipes ore left long, tho ends being enclosed in a bag which 
1 b beaten with a stick), 812 ; Codrington, p. 837 ; Handbook, 
p. 136 ; Williams, i. 103 ; L’ Anthropologic, x. (1899] 492 (Solomon 
islands); d’OrbIgny, ii. 160 (Samucus), 231 (Moxos). 

« Wauaschek, pp. 100, 102 (W. Africo, Sumatra) ; Handbook, 
p. 210 ; Johnston, 11. 004, 778, 877. 

iSkcat, p. 40; Handbook, p. 247; Johnston, pp. 642, 604, 
877 ; Junod, ii. 251 ; Wallaschek, p. 102 (Guinea, of brass) ; 
Wallace, p. 849 (Uaupes); M. Dohrizhofler, .dccoiinf of the 
Abipones, Eng.tr., London, 1822, ch. 41, passim ; Handbook, 
p. 286 f. : ZR xix. [1887] 19. 

® Codrington, p. 840. 


view'. Tho results of these investigations will 
throw light upon the origin of music and the history 
of its growth. Savage melodies are never long; 
tliey consist of a few notes, and a phrase tends to 
bo endlessly repeated, A primitive people like the 
Veddas have two-note songs with a descent from 
the higher to the lower tone. Other songs have a 
third note of a higher pitch, and others, aga,in, 
havo a fourth note, usually a tone below the tonic.* 
Generally, however, savage music is more complex 
than this. Even pre-historic flutes have a wider 
range, one of these showing the first four notes of 
the diatonic scale.* Savages also sometimes use 
smaller intervals than those to w’hich we are ac- 
customed — c.g., quarter-tones. Tho degree of de- 
velopment varies. Thus the Tongans had a native 
scale limited to a, c, d, c flat, and/, without any 
indication of a chord. Yet they have now adopted 
our notation and compose music on the European 
model.® The Thonga, again, havo music based on 
a seven-interval scale, recognizing major and minor 
keys, and following a certain system of harmony.® 
In many cases tho melody is of the simplest pos- 
sible kind, 08 is obvious where only two notes are 
employed, and is nothing but a species of rhythm 
— tne only kind of music which many savages 
recognize. In many instances savage notation is 
incorrectly ohsen'ed because it has been recorded in 
our own heptatonic scale, whereas other and simpler 
scales ore sometimes all that are known. The 
nature of the scale will always ho largely affected 
by the cbaracter of the instruments nsea and the 
range of notes possessed by these. Both major and 
minor keys are used by savages, some preferring 
tho one to the other, probably, however, without 
any clear connexion between these and a joyful 
or melancholy mood respectively.® While har- 
mony is a much later development than melody, 
and docs not exist at all with many savage peoples, 
some degree of knowledge of it is found oven at 
low levels— c.( 7 ., among tlio Hottentots, Bechuana, 
Solomon Islanders, Fijians, etc. — while the orches- 
tral use of instruments shows that it is in part at 
least understood and appreciated. 

jr. The origin of music. — Much discussion has 
talcen place regarding tho origin of music. H. 
Spencer was of opinion that emotional speech with 
its different cadences was the foundation of musical 


development; the chant is a copy of the voice 
mised in moments of emotion, and both show the 
same characteristics distinguishing them from 
ordinary speech — loudness, different timbre, rapid 
variation, increased intervals.® This theory, how- 
ever, has been strongly opposed on various grounds, 
and it does not correspond to the facts as revealed 
by the most primitive music known to us. Darwin’s 
conclusion was that musical notes and rhythm 
were first acquired by the male or female pro- 
genitors of mankind for the sake of charming the 
opposite sox. Thus musical notes became firmly 
associated with some of the strongest passions that 
an animal is capable of feeling. This also has 
been strongly criticized, and it is not by any 
means proved that, e.g., the female bird is charmed 
by the song of the male, while there is no evidence 
that at low levels of humanity music is one of the 
factors in love-making, as one would expect it to 
be if this theory were true. Much more probable 
are those theories which connect the origin of 
music with man’s innate love of rhythm, rhythmic 
action and rhythmic speech. The most primitive 
forniB of song or chant are rhythmic with the 
minimum of melody. Now, savages are fond of 
repeating a phrase in a riiythmic manner, and it is 

» C. S. Myers, In Sellgmnnn, The Veddas, ch. xUl. p. 841 ff. 

* 'VVallaschek, p. 151. s Thomson, p. 225. 

4 Junod, ii. 267 II. 6 Wallaschek, p. 146 ff. 

® H. Spencer, *On the Origin and Function of Music,* JVawrii 
Uaffaztne, Ivi. [1857j S96. 
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almost inevitable that, as a result of such repeti- 
tion, _ the voice will utter the words or sounds in 
varying tones, generally two, a higher and a lower. 
This would be still more accentuated where, as is 
generally the case, the rhythmic utterance is the 
accompaniment of the rhythmic dance ; the voice 
keeping time to the movements of the body would 
almost necessarily utter different tones. The 
different tones emitted by primitive musical in- 
struments — e.ff., by beating on various things 
serving as drums — would be apt to be imitated by 
the human voice. Similarly, where the taut string 
of a bow was tw'anged to produce a musical note, 
it Was soon found that by shortening the string 
another note could be produced. Great advances 
were possible as soon as man came to appreciate 
the difference between mere noise and tone. 

0. S. Myers concludes his analysis of the simple songs of the 
Veddas, Malu, and Kenyahs by showing that the beginnings of 
music depend on eight factors: (1) discrimination between 
noises and tones ; (2) awareness of difference in loudness, pitch, 
duration, character, and quality ; (3) awareness of absolute 
pitch ; (4) appreciation and use of (small) approximately equal 
tone-distances ; (5) appreciation and use of larger) consonant 
intervals and the development of smaller intervals in relation 
thereto; (6) melodic phrasing; (7) rhythmic phrasing; and 
(8) musical meaning.^ But probably the real factors were much 
less numerous than these. 

IiiTEiiATiniE. — H. Balfour, The Natural Sistory of the 
Musical JSow, Oxford, 1E99, ‘The Goura, a Stringed-wind 
Instrument of the Bushmen and Hottentots,’ in JRAI xxxiL 
(1902) 150 ff., and 'The Friction-Drum,’ ib. xxxvli. [19071 67 ff. ; 
F. Boas, ‘ Chinook Songs,’ in JAFL i. [1888] 220 ; M. E. and 
A. W. Brown, Musical Instrument and their Homes, New 
York, 1883 ; J. O. Dorsey, * Ponka and Omaha Songs,’ in 
JAFL il. [1889] 271; E, Grosse, Die Anfdnge der Kunst, 
Freiburg, 1894; E. (jumey. The Fencer of Sound, London, 
1880; A. W. Howitt, 'Notes on Songs and Song-makers of 
some Australian Tribes,’ in JAI xvi. [1887] 327; C. S. Myers, 
•The Beginnings of Music,’ in Essays and Studies presented to 
jrilliam Ridgeway, Cambridge, 1913, p 660fl., 'Ethnolorical 
Study of Music,’ in Anthropological Essays presented to E. B, 
Tylor, Oxford, 1907, p. 235 ff., ’Music,’ in C, G. and B. Z. 
Seligmann, The Veddas, Cambridge, 1911 ; M. V. Portman, 
'Andamanese Music,’ in JRAS, newser., xx. [1888] 181; J. F. 
Rowbotham, A History of Music, London, 1885-87; G. W. 
Torrance, ‘Musio of the Australian Aborigines,' in JAI xvi. 
[1837] 335; E. B. Tylor, 'The Bow as Origin of Stringed 
Instruments,' in Nature, xlv. [1891] 184, Anthropology, London, 
1904 ; R. Wallascbek, Primitive Music, do. 1893. I 

J. A. MacCdlloch. 

MUSIC (American). — Musical expression has j 
been very generally developed into a conscious art 
by the American Indians. It is not an art char- 
acterized by either complexity or science, but it 
does show testhetic sensibility and expressive 
power, while the universality of its appeal is 
evidenced in the use made of the aboriginM melodies 
by musicians of the cultivated world. 

1. Instruments. — Of the three types of musical 
instrument, percussion, wind, and stringed, the last 
were rarely natively known to the aboriginal 
American. Brinton mentions four cases of stringed 
instruments of primitive type in the hands of 
American aborigines (‘Native American Stringed 
Musical Imtmments,’ American Antiquarian, Jan. 
1897) ; M. H. Saville adduces good evidence for 
the use of such an instrument in pre-Columbian 
Mexico {American Anthropologist, x. [1897] 272f., 
‘A Primitive Mayan Musical Instrument,’ i6. xi. 
[1898] 280 ff., ‘The Musical Bow in Ancient 
Mexico ’) ; and R. Lehmann-Nitsche {Anthropos, 
iii. [1908] 916 ff.) describes a curious musical bow, 
having certain affinities in its mode of playing with 
the flute, in use among the Tehnelche and Arau- 
cauian Indians ; but it is uncertain whether know- 
ledge of such instruments dates from pre-Columbian 
times. C. Lumholtz {Unknown Mexico, New 
York, 1902, i. 474-476) describes a mnsic^ bow, 
formed of a monochord and gourds in use among the 
Tepehuanes of N. W. Mexico, which he regards as an 
aboriginal instrument. A similar bow is used by the 
Apache Inffians of the United States (G. A. Dorsey, 
Indians of the Southwest, Chicago, 1903, p. 190). 

1 Essays and Studies presented to F. Ridgeway, p. 676. 


The most important of the native American 
instruments is the drum. This varies in type 
from the Eskimo tambourine-like hoop with taut 
skin, through single- and double-headed instru- 
ments, great and small, culminating in the huge 
snake-skin drum whose booming from the temple 
of the Aztec war-god brought dread to the heart 
of the Spaniard. The teponaztli of the Aztecs is 
the most interesting of the native drums ; it con- 
sisted of a hollowed block provided with a sounding- 
board in which were cut two tongues of differing 
thickness whose vibrations produced tones com- 
monly in the interval of a third, although drums 
have been found containing the interval of a fourth, 
of a fifth, of a sixth, and of an octave. The drum 
is very generally regarded ivith a kind of venera- 
tion--naturally perhaps in view of its intimate 
association with the emotional and religious life of 
the Indian. Among the Ojibwa (Chippewa) there 
is a ‘religion of the drum.’ According to their 
tradition, it was derived from the Sioux at the 
time when they made peace -ndth the latter tribe. 
It is a religion inculcating peace and social re- 
sponsibility, its important ritual being the ‘ drum- 
presentation ’ ceremony (see Bull. 53 BE, p. 
142 ff.). 

Next in importance to the drum, among native 
instruments, is the Indian flageolet or flute. This 
instrument seems to have evolved from the bone 
whistle with a single vent or stop. In its developed 
form it is provided with a mouth-piece and has from 
three to six finger-holes. The double flute is also 
found with as many as four finger-holes to each 
reed. In Peru a species of syrinx with from five 
to eight reeds was in use, and the Pan’s-pipes is 
also to be found among the Mexican Indians of 
to-day, although in the latter case perhaps of 
European origin. Neither flute nor pipes were con- 
structed to scale, unless fortuitously. Thematerials 
of which these instruments are made are bone, 
wood, pottery, and even stone. _ Whistles of like 
materials and in a great variety of forms are 
abundant and ingenious, pottery examples being 
frequently modelled after the bird or animal whose 
call is imitated by the instrument. There is a 
keen sense of propriety in the use of these instru- 
ments, governed doubtless by religious sanction. 

E.g., in the Haho ceremony, the priest remarks of the BonBr 
telling of the flocking of the birds : ‘ We do not use the drum 
03 we sing it, but we blow the whistle. The whistle is made 
from the wing bone of an eagle. In this song we ore singing of 
the eagle and the other birds, so we use the whistle' {tt 
RBEWH 185). 

Again, GarcUasso remarks of the Peruvians that 
the flute was not used in warlike music, hut only 
in festivals and triumphs. For war were reserved 
the drum and the native trampet,_which might be of 
wood, pottery, or, as with the Mexicans, conch she^. 

Other instruments native to the American in- 
clude the ubiquitous and mnltiformrattle, essential 
alike to dance and ‘medicine’; bells, of pottery, 
copper, bronze, or gold (in forms obviously evolved 
from the gourd rattle), found in the more civilized 
communities ; and noise-producers, such as the 
Hopi truhkunpi, a notched stick with bone rubber, 
and the widely used bull-roarer (q.v.) ; while the 
carious whistling bottles of Peru, double or with 
double vents, which when filled with water and 
swayed to and fro give forth musical notes, deserve 
mention as musical cunos rather than as proper 
instruments. . 

2 . Records and transmission. — J. F. Rowbotham 
{Sistory of Music, 3 vols., London, 1885-87, iii. 198) 
maintains that the N. American Indians sometimes 
recorded their melodies by means of notched sticks, 
rise and fall of tone being indicated by the position 
of the notches. The Chippewa, with their elaborate 
development of pictographic signs, preserve their 
songs by these mnemonic aids written npon birch- 
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bark rolls. Quipus •were used by the Peruvians for 
a similar purpose (cf. Garcilasso de la Vega, Boyal 
Commentaries, Eng. tr., London, 1809-71, bk. iii. 
oh. xxvii.), and in both Peru and Mexico there 
appear to have been bards -whose business it wm 
to transmit the national song. The gorm_ of this 
institution appears in manv a tribe where rites and 
mysteries are transmittea in traditional songs. 
Since the study of Indian music has_ become 
serious, many records have been taken, either by 
transcription into the European notation or by the 
use of the phonograph. 

3. Song. — Indian music is primarily vocal. To 
be sure, melodics are plajrcd upon the native flute, 
and Garcilasso is authority for the statement that 
the Peruvians knew a kind of ensemble perform- 
ance of flutes or pipes ; but, even where so used, 
the flute seems to oe regarded as merely a sub- 
stitute for the voice. 

‘They played upon these flutes,’ says Garcilasso (bk. II. ch. 
xxvi.), ‘airs oJ which the words were rimed, composed In a 
irit of pillantry upon the rchufls or favours received from 
elr mistresses.’ 

In N. America this instrument is commonly called 
the ‘ lover’s flute,’ since its music is regarded as a 
substitute for vocal song from the bashful lover 
(cf. Burton, American Primitive Music, pp. 83-80). 

While their music is. thus vocally conceived, the 
Indians generally appear to have no clear con- 
ceptions of the ailTerenco between the verbal and 
tonal materials of their songs. 

To the OJlhwa, says Barton (foe. cif.), ‘whatever departs 
from plain prose Is nogamon, sonjr, which means that his poetry 
Is not only Inseparable, but IndistinBUlsliable from music.’ 
Burton found difficulty more than once in con- 
vincing an Indian who sang now -words to an old 
melody that new music was not being o|rercd. 
But the words themselves need not bo significant 
apart from the air. Frequently they are meaning- 
less, sometimes because the original meaning is 
forgotten, sometimes because archaic or foreign, 
sometimes because originated as mnemonic syll- 
ables or ejaculatory retrains, or as pure nonsense. 
It is the common thing for an Indian song to re- 
quire a story to explain its meaning. In short, the 
verbal elements of Indian music form a kind of 
notation, dimly analogous to our do re mi method 
of denominating the scale. 

Frances Densmoro, writing of the Mld6 society 
songs, says ; 

‘The eonp* of the Midi represent the musical expression of i 
religious Icfeas. The melody and the Idea are the essential 
parts of a MId6 song, the words being forced Into conformation 
with the melody. To accomplish this It Is customary to add 
meaningless syllables either oetween the parts of a word or 
between the words ; accents are misplaced, and a word Is some- 
times accented differently In various parts of a song; the 
vowels are also given different sounds, or changed entirely. ... 
The writer has even been Informed that it la permissible for 
different members of the Mfddwiwin holding high degrees to 
use slightly different words for the songs, but tno Idea of the 
»ong must always remain the same. The words serve as a key 
to the Idea without folly expressing it. Sometimes only one or 
two words occur in a song. Their literal translation Is mean- 
Ingless, but to an instructed member of the Mldiwdwin they 
brar an occult significance. Many of the words used In the 
ind6 songs ere unknown In the conversationai Chippewa of 
the present time ' (Dull. 46 DE, p. 14 f.). 

Le Jonne’s Jtclation of 1C34 contains an interesting 
account of Montagnais music (JesntY Belations, ed. 
K. G. Thwaites, Cleveland, Ohio, 1896-1901, vi. 
182 ff.), indicating the same general character ; 

‘They use few words in singing, varying the tones and not 
the words. ... All tbelr religion consists mainly In singing. 

. . . Kot one of them understands what he Is singing, except m 
the tunes which they sing for recreation,’ etc. 

Interesting too, though chiefly as a token of the 
fundamental identity of N. and S. American concep- 
tions, is Garcilasso’s naive comment on Inca music : 

‘ Each song has Its particular air, ond they could not sing 
two to the same tune ; for the lover who would serenade his 
mistress Indicated the state of his passion upon his flageolet 
by the diversity of the sound, sad or gay, making known to his 
beloved the joy or sorrow of his heart. But wore ho to give 
two different songs to the same air, each would be confused. 


and the gallant defeated In hla effort to make hla feeling known ‘ 
(Royal Commentaries, bk, li. ch. xxvi.). 

4. Mode of composition. — Aristotle’s remark 
that poetry first takes form in hymns to the gods 
and personal lampoons seems to have a fair illus- 
tration in native American song. Various writers 
ha-vo_ noted the Eskimos’ love for contests in 
satirical song, with which they while away their 
long winter evenings ; while satire and lampoon 
are not uncommon in Indian song. These songs 
naturally vary indefinitely with occasion and 
mood. On the other hand, religious song (and, as 
Lo Jcuno says, Indian religion is mainly song) is 
strongly conservative, even while it marks almost 
every phase of native life. 

Advocates of the ‘communal origin’ of poetry 
find good materials in the recreative type of song, 
but the evidence in the case of the more serious 
compositions points in another direction. Songs 
which have to do with tribal traditions, wth rit^ 
and ceremonies, vdth love and death, and even 
cradle-songs, while they tend to assume a tradi- 
tional form and come to bo sung in chorus, in many 
if not all cases owe their composition to the stress 
of an inspirational moment on the heart of the 
indi-vidual composer (cf., e.g., the accounts of the 
origins of the Hako and Mld6 songs in 23 BBEW 
iu and in Bull. 45 BE). Song, with the Indians, 
is, in fact, much more than verbal music ; it is a 

S art of life itself, and is efficacious in altering life’s 
cstinics. They use their songs, says Lo Jeune 
{loc. cit.), for a thousand purposes; they sing in 
siclaicBs and in health, at the feast, ana in peril 
and suflering ; 

‘ During the time of our famine I heard nothing throughout 
Oicso cabins, especially at night, except songs, cries, beating of 
drums and other noises ; when I asked what this meant, my 
people told me that they did it in order to have a good chose, 
and to find something to cat.' 

Burton tells of an old pagan whom he could not 
persuade to sing hunting-songs out of season. 
The priest who gave Alice Fletcher the Rako — 
which is a ceremonial prayer for life — told her that 
it must not be sung in winter, but only in spring, 
summer, or autumn, when life was stirring; 
similarly, the several songs must be sung at 
suitable times : 

‘ Sometimes the songs of tho nest and the wren are sung early 
in tho day, ns these songs wore made in the morning. Tho 
song of the owl must bo sung toward night’ (St BB£|yii. 1C8). 

Tho song is, in short, a kind of spell, heljiing to 
tide over tho exigencies of life and invented to 
meet them. 

Tlio Nnvaho myth of tho man who discovered tho use of com 
as food begins: ‘A man sat thinking, “Let mo see; my songs 
are too short; I want more songs; where shall 1 go to find 
thcmT”' Ilnsjcltl, tho white-mnizo spirit, appeared to him, 
and led him to a country where ho learned the use of corn and 
the appropriate songs, which ho brought back to his own people 
(SifCJSIKdBOl], p. 278). 

An interesting feature of Indian song is tho 
sense of personal proprietorship which attaches to 
compositions. Burton states it thus : 

‘ A has no right to sing B’s songs ; B did not compose them, 
but they came down to him through his family, or from some 
chief who taught him, and B alone should say whether they 
might bo given to another ’ (p. 118 f.). 

So in Lc Jeune’s Belation of 1636 : 

‘ Each has his own song, that another dare nob sing lest ho 
give offense. For this very reason they sometimes strike up 
a tune that belongs to their enemies, in order to oggravato 
them’ (Jesuit Relations, ix. 111). 

The personal song is evidently a portion of tho 
‘medicine’ which every Indian owns, and it is 
potent in the same way. A special typo of song 
comprises the spontaneous melodies coming in 
dream and dance, to which the Indian attaches 
especial significance as revelations of superhuman 
po-jver, many of them being, associated with some 
animal, revealed as the tutelary of him to whom 
the song is given. Perhaps the most picturesque 
and afleoting aspect of Indian life is the death- 
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song with which every Indian seeks to face his 
end, sometimes composed upon the spot, sometimes 
prepared in advance ; if possible, every Indian dies 
singing ; and the breath of life goes forth to the 
spirit- world as a breath of song. 

5 . Structural traits. — The study of the structure 
of Indian music, in spite of the serious attention 
devoted to it, is hardly more than begun. From 
investigations already made it is evident that there 
are many typM of Indian music, perhaps as many 
as there are linguistic stocks, each with its struc- 
tural peculiarities. On certain points, however, 
there is an approach to agreement, and these we 
may broadly summarize. 

(o) From the Arctic southward, American music 
is primarily (though not exclusively) drum-song. 
The voice and the drum are the Indian’s instru- 
ments, and his music is a kind of concord of the 
two ; the drum is the instrument of his rhythmic, 
the voice of his melodic, expression. But his 
drum-rhythms are not primarily guides to the 
rhythms of the voice ; rather they are the rhythms 
of movement, of the dance, to which the rhythms 
of vocal utterance may, or may not, conform. 
White observers have been astonished at the ap- 
parent duality of the Indian’s time -sense — his 
drum being beaten to one time, his song sung to 
another time, and this even when the drum is 
obviousljr used as accompaniment. In sixty-three 
out of ninety-one Midi songs recorded with the 
drum accompaniment, Frances Densmore found 
the metric units of voice and drum to differ from 
each other. In one instance the metric units of 
voice and drum were so nearly alike that the same 
metronome indication was used for each ; at the 
beginning the drum-beat was slightly behind the 
voice, but it gained until with the voice, and then 
gradually passed it. Normally, when drum and 
voice have the same metric unit, they are slightly 
in sequence in beat (Bull. 45 BE, p. 5f.). 

‘I have heard Indian music wherein the conflict between 
voice and drum was much more marked than is the case be- 
tween 3-4 and 4-4 ’ (Burton, p. 46). 

The voice is sometimes made to mark its own 
time by rhythmic pulsations (cf. 22 BBEW'-a. 282) ; 
while, again, both voice and drum employ rhyth- 
mic accents, or beats, to mark the metric units. 
The vocal rhythm frequently changes even in 
the course of a brief song, but the recurrence of 
rhythmic figures, or motives, serves to give outline 
and unity to otherwise formless compositions. 

( 6 ) The question of the range of tone-material 
and of the existence of scales in Indian music is 
still moot. Early observers, struck by the strange- 
ness of the intervals which they seemed to detect 
in Indian singing and by the constancy with which 
these intervals were repeated, jumped to the con- 
clusion that the American Indian possessed an ear 
of unusual delicacy of discrimination, and scales 
of a refinement which the white man’s could not 
duplicate. More careful studies have led to the 
reverse view, that Indian music is built upon 
scales in the making, or even that it is essentially 
adiatonic. The latter is the view of Hopi music 
adopted by Gilman. He characterizes Pueblo song 
as a kind of rote-song having no fixed intervals : 

• The singer’s musical consciousness seems restricted to a lew 
intervals of simplest vibration ratio approximately rendered, 
and to melodic sequences formed by their various analysis and 
synthesis and rendered with a certain loose fidelity. II a scale 
were in his mind, even dimly, it should make itself known in 
a more uniform interval production and in a more Impartial use 
of the tones continually at hand in the fancy. The hearer seems 
witness to a wholly strange method of musical thought and 
delivery. The total complex of tone, timbre, Md arUculation 
— doubtless at times movements, and other noises also — moves 
on apparently without guidance by any vangciard of fancirf 
tones at fixed intervals ' Hopl Songs,’ in Journal 0 / Am. Sin. 
and Arch. v. flSOS) E). 

Other authorities do not go to this radical ex- 
treme, but credit the Indian with an adtunbrate 


consciousness of a scale or scales, which his Jack 
of musical standards prevents him from clearly 
finding, or, if found, from holding. Burton says : 

‘Bie Ojibways recognize all the intervals of our major dia- 
tonic scales, but the fourth and the seventh rarely occur in the 
same sonp ’ (p. 41), 

and he indicates a pentatonic major and minor and 
a hexatonic major and minor scale as in use among 
them. Frances Densmore’s study of the music of 
the same people is in substantial agreement with 
this, A similar view — interesting, as coming from 
S. America — is taken by F. J. de Augusta with 
respect to Araucanian song (Anthrmos, vi. [1911] 
685 f.). Alice Fletcher says of the Omaha music : 

‘ The octave is seemingly the one fixed interval. The songs are 
not built on any defined scale,’ Nevertheless, the Omaha have 
' a standard of musical tones,’ as witnessed by their drum-tuning 
and by their recognition of ‘good singers ’ (ST RBEW, p. 8741 
Another interesting observation is that the Omana 
object to the rendering of their songs on the piano 
as unsupported arias; when rendered with har- 
monic chords, ‘That sounds natural,’ was their 
comment. Burton found the Ojibwa lively in their 
^preciation of harmonizations of their melodies. 
Imis aptitude of the native ear for the appreciation 
of harmony seems to lend some colour to the 
supposition that they do actually (even if im- 
perfectly) think their music in harmonic intervale. 

(c) A third structural feature deserving note is 
the predominance of downward progressions in 
their melodies ; like the ancient Greek, the Indian 
thinks his music mainly in the descending order. 
Melodic form is fiuid and undeveloped, but repeti- 
tion, balance, and antithesis give form to their 
better pieces. Further, uncertainty of form is 
partially offset by definite conventions of execu- 
tion, amounting to artistry. The accomplished 
singer affects a vibrato, or wavering of the voice, 
a drawling tone, a portamento or slurring, an 
ornamentation of grace-notes. In many or the 
Omaha societies a fine was imposed if a member 
made mistakes in singing (A. C. Fletcher, 27 
BBEW, p. 373). Finally, the inner harmony of 
a general tonality is set by the mood of the com- 
position, or perhaps keyed by the incessant drum, 
whose drone serves as a tonal backgi-ound for the 
melodic broidery, 

6 . Adaptations. — No account of Indian music 
would be complete without mention of the use 
of themes caught or imitated from Indian melodies 
as the foundations of artistic compositions. These 
vary from simple harmonizations of Indian songs 
(many of which have been published by the Wa- 
Wan Press, Newton Center, Mass.) to elaborate 
symphonic compositions. The most notable works 
of this nature yet achieved are doubtless Dvofdk’s 
‘New World Symphony,’ MacDowell’s ‘Indian 
Suite,’ and Coleridge-Taylor’s ‘Hiawatha ’ music. 

iJTERjLTDaB.— F. R. Burton, American Primitive Music, 
New York, 1909, is a careful and readable introduction to the 
subject; it contains harmonizations ot twenty-eight Ojibwa 
songs. N. Curtis, The Indian’s Book, New York, 1907, con- 
tains melodies from eome eighteen tribes. Thorough studies 
are F. Densmore, ‘Chippewa Music,’ forming Bulletins 45 and 
63 NN (1910, 1018), and B. I. Gilmore, ‘Zuni Melodies' and 
‘ Hopi Songs,’ in Joum. of Amer. Ethnology and Archaeology, 
i. 11891], V. (1908). Alice C. Fletcher, ‘A Study of Omaha 
Indian Music,’ in Papers of the Peabody Museum, voL L no. 6 
11893), Indian Story and Song, Boston, 1900, ‘The Hako,’ M 
RBBW ii. I1904J, ‘The Omaha Tribe,’ *7 RBSW (1911), and 
• The Study of Indian MiuMo,’ reprinted from Proc. of Nat. Acad, 
of Sciences, i. [1916] 231 ft., contain indispensable material. 
Special mention may also be made of : J. Beade, ‘ Some Waba- 
naki Songs,' ’ Aboriginal American Poetry,’ Trans. Royal Soc. 
of Canada, v. U. [1888] ; W. Matthews and J. C. Fillmore, 



Indians,’ 24 RBEW [1907] ; F. Bussell, ‘ The Pima Indians, 
2fi RBEW [1908], p. 3 fl. ; F. G. Speck, ’ Ceremonial Songs of 
the Creek and Yuohi Indians,’ Anthropological Publications of 
the Museum of the Univ. of Pennsylvania, vol. 1. no. 2 [1909] : 
A. T. Crlngan, ‘ Description of Iroquois Music,’ ArdmologuM 
Report of Ontario for 1898. T. Baker, Ober die Mustk der 
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nordamfrikaniteJten ITi'Men, Ijclprif , 1682, is one of the earliest 
•cientifle studies In this field. The jieport of tht U.S. Ifational 
Museum for ISSS, lVnshIn(fton, 1603, contains an account of 
native American musical instruments (pp. E61-C61). Periodical 
articles of Importance include : A G6nm, * Notes surles danscs, 
la musique ct lea chants dcs Moxicalns anciens ct modemes,' 
JlEfMv.riOlSJSOlff. : F. Boas, 'CminookSones,' JAFAI. [1838] 
220 ff., 'SonRS and D.anccs of tlio Kwakiutl,’ ib. p. 40 fl. ; Wash- 
{n^on Matthews, ‘Songs of Sequence of the Navafos,’ ib. 
Til, [1804] 185 B . ; Alice C. Fletcher, * Indian Songs and JIusio,' 
ib. xi. [18031 85 ff. : E. Saplr, ‘Song Recitative in Paiuto 
Mythologj',’ 10 . xxiii. [1910] 465 ft. ; W. Thalbitzer, ‘ Eskimo- 
Muslk-undDichtkunstlnOronland.'AntAropoi.ri. [1011]4S5ff. ; 
F. J. de Augusta, ‘ Zehn Araukanerliedor,' ib. 6S1 ff. ; R. 
Lehmann-Nitsche, * Patagonischo Gesango und Musikhogen,’ 
ib. III. [1008] 010 ff., containing a discussion of the origin of 
stringed instruments In use by American Indians ; E. Fischer, 

' Patogonlsche Musik,’ ib. p. 041 fl. 

H, B. Alexander. 

MUSIC (Babylonian and Assyrian), — As the 
inscriptions seem to famish no easily recognizable 
indications of a mnsical notation, very little can 
be gathered concerning the niuaio of these nation- 
alities (see, however, below, § 6). The representa- 
tions of musical instruments in their bas-reliefs, 
however, make it clear that they not only loved 
music, but had also made some progress in the art 
— process fostered originally, in all probability, 
in thmr temple-ritual. 

X. Its antlouity in Babylonia. — As their sipn- 
list implies tiint the Sumerians (the non-Semitio 
inhabitants of Babylonia) had musical instruments 
before they settled in that tract, they must have 
had music in practically pre-historic times. It is 
true that G. A. Barton, in his Origin and Develop- 
ment qf Babylonian JFriting (=BASS ix. [1913] 
pt. i.), gives (p, 180) only three forms, of which the 
third (balag) seems to be merely a variant of the 
second (tigi) ; but this number could probably bo 
increased. The three characters in his list e.xpress 
various ideas derived from music, such as ‘to be 
joyful,’ 'to strike,’ etc. 

2 . Musical instruments. — ^These were sufficiently 
numerous, judging from what wo find in their 
sculptures, and may bo classified as follows. 

i. Instruments of percussion.— (o) Drum 
(Sumerian Hla, Semitic din, according to Langdon, 
though l^u would seem also to have been used). — 
The earlier forms were very largo — indeed, one 
relief (about 2500 B.C.) shows an instrument nearly 
as high as the man who, with his left hand, seems 
to be striking it (B. Meissner, Grundziige der 
althahxjlonischen Plastik, Leipzig, 1914, p. 14). It 
looks like an enormous tambourine resting edgewise 
on the ground, and was probably moved irom place 
to place by rolling. For the later (Assyrian) 
portable forms see G. Kawlinson, The Five Great 
monarchies, London, 1862-C7, ii. 160. 

(5) Tambourine (Sum. liliz, Sem. lilisu, according 
to Langdon ; tabbalu [F. Thurcau-Dangin, Kui- 
tUme Campagne de Sargon, Paris, 1912, p. 26 f., 1. 
169]). — The forms shown naturally do not differ 
much from the modem instraments, but the rim 
was in some eases not provided with rings or disks 
(see Eawlinson, ii. 168 ; E. de Sarzec, Dicouvertes 
en Chaldic, Paris, 1884-1912, pi. 39, no. 6 ). 

(c) Cymbals. — ^Late forms are given in Rawlinson, 
ii. 168 f. Those with rounded backs have a loop, 
those with conical backs a fixed rod, by which to 
hold them. 

ii. Stringed instruments.— (a) JTajy.— The 
earliest example (c. 2500 B.C.) is probably that in 
de Sarzec, pi. 23, which shows considerable develop- 
ment, and nos 11 or 12 strings. An Assyrian harp 
with 16 strings is shoivn in Kawlinson, ii. 163, 
where there is also an Elamite harp of 19 or 20 
strings. According to Langdon, this was the Sum. 
balag, Sem. balaggu or balangu. Thureau-Dangin 
renders the group pis zag -sal by ‘harp.’ In WAI 
ii. 44, 55, giS zag-sal-sisa is rendered by iSar^tuJ, 
‘ the straight ’ — a word translating sisa, and 
therefore qualifying giS zag-sal. 


(5) Didcimer. — ^A primitive form of this (? before 
2500 B.C.) is shoivn in a relief, originally inlaid, 
foimd at Bismaya (E. J. Banks, Bismya, New 
York, 1912, p, 268). It had 5 or 7 strings and was 
played with a plectram. For the Assyrian form 
see Rawlinson, li. 161 ; A. H. Layard, Monuments 
of Nineveh, London, 1849, i., plates 12, 22 (held 
with a doivnward slope), and 73. In the first 
case the musicians welcome Assur-na?ir-pal on 
his return from a bull-hunt, while the last cele- 
brates the cmiture of the Babylonian city Dilmu 
(Dailem) by Sennacherib. 

(c) Lyre and citluzra. — ^Though these must have 
heen among the earlier stringed instraments, the 
extant pictures are mainly of a late date (see 
Rawlinson, ii. 164-165, 168). Being rather rect- 
angular in form, they did not, apparently, give a 
wide range of notes. The number of strings of a 
lyre varied from 4 to 10 (see Rawlinson, ii. 164, 
also 163, where a 4-stringed lyre similar to a 
‘ trigon ’ is shown). A bond of foreign musicians 
(captives) is shown in Rawlinson, ii. 164=Brit. 
Mus., Assyrian Saloon, no. 14. Notwithstanding 
their likeness to the Israelitish captives in Sen- 
nacherib’s Lochish reliefs, it is doubtful whether 
they wore of that nationality, since those sent 
by Hezekiah w'ere not captives. That the yoke 
or cross-piece of their instruments terminate in 
swans’ (?) heads, however, would probably present 
no difficulty. 

(d) Guitar. — ^This rather resembles the Egyptian 
nefer, or banjo, which may have been borrowed 
from Babylonia (F. \V. Galpin, in Stainer, Music of 
the Bible, p. 45). This was known in Babylonia at 
a very early date (ib. pi. i. B). The form is similar 
to that used later in Assyria (Eawlinson, ii. 166). 

iil Wind instruments.— (o) Pipe, whistle, or 
flute. — This probably became a favourite instrument 
after the arrival of the Sumerians in Babylonia, 
where reeds are plentiful. The common Sumerian 
word for the pipe or flute_ is gi-gidy ‘ long reed,’ or 
gi-sir, ‘reed of music,’ in Semitic mSRlu, from 
ililu, ‘to make a joyful sound.’ According to the 
Descent of iStar into Sades, rev., lines 49 and 66 , 
this was the instrument of Tommuz, who possessed 
one made of the sacred lapis lazuli. When Tammuz 
joyfully played thereon, the mourners, male and 
female, played with him, and then the dead 
might arise and enjoy the incense. The flutes 
depicted on the Assyrian monuments are played 
in pairs (Kawlinson, li. 167). The Elamite double 
flute was simUar to the Assyrian (Layard, ii., 
plates 48, 49). 

(b) Trumpet. — Pictures of this instrument are 
rare, the most noteworthy example being that in 
the bands of a director of works in Sennacherib’s 
time (Layard, ii. 16=Brit. Mus., Nineveh Gallery, 
61, 62). It was probably not a speaking-trumpet, 
but an instrument conveying orders by its note. 

(c) Rom. — Though the inscriptions do not seem 
to refer to this as a musical instrument, it is pro- 
bable that they used it as such. The Sumerian for 
‘ horn ’ is si, Sem. gamu, Heb. gcren. 

(dt) Other wind instruments. — According to Lang- 
don, the Sum. tigi, Sem. tigd, was an ordinary 
reed -flute, and something similar is to be understood 
W the gi-erra=gan bikiti, or ‘reed of wailing.’ 
'flio gi-ai, Sem. tahaltu, and the Sem. pag'd, he 
suggests, may be bagpipes. 

3 . Singers. — Of these there were many classes, 
but we have still much to learn about them. Some 
were probably for secular performances only. 

(a) N&ru (fern, ndrtu). — These are expressed by 
the character lul, preceded by the determinative 
for ‘man’ or ‘woman.’ Lul was possibly the 
ictnre of a harp or lyre, to which they seem to 
ave sung. According to Sennacherib, a choir of 
these, male and female, was sent to Nineveh by 
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HezeWah, and accompanied his tribute (see above, 
§ 2 , ii. (c)). The native Babylonian (or Assyrian) 
ndru, however, seems to have been a kind of pre- 
centor, who sang or intoned portions of their ritual. 
One of these, named Qisiaa, chanted the songs 
used at the funeral of one of the Assyrian kings, 
and was aided by a choir of young women {mdrdti, 
‘daughters’; R. F. Harper, ’Assyrian and Baby- 
lonian Letters, Cambridge, 1911, no. 473). 

( 6 ) Kalil . — This word is derived from the Sum. 
gala (dialectic mulu), and seems to mean, properly, 
I male servant,’ ‘deacon.’ He was the specialist 
in temple-music through the study which he had 
devoted to it ; 

‘ O temple, thy deacon (muZu-ro) is not present— who decldeth 
thy future ? 

The deacon (knowing:) thy chant is not present, thy future to 
the harp he singeth (not) ' (Langdon, Babylonian Liturgies, 
p. viii). 

Words given as synonyms of Tcalll in WAI, pi. 
21, line 38 ff., are the Sum. tV, or ‘mourner,’ the 
sur(a), a special singer, the sura-gala, or chief of 
the same class, the lagar (dial, labar), ‘deacon,’ 
the nunuz (lYpa, ‘ declarer of oracles,’ and others. 

The lists connect with the kalil the lallaru and 
the munanxbd, the former rendering the Sum. 
ilu-ali, ‘he who chants mournfully’ (Langdon), 
and the latter ilu-di, perhaps ‘ the soft singer.’ 
These are given in Cuneiform Inser., pt. xix. pi. 
41, and follow the gala-maAa, Sem. mlamabku, 
‘the high’ or ‘chief kald’ (iL 4328, 1. 17). ^he 
Sum. ilu forms part of two words for zammeru, the 
usual word for ‘ singer,’ in WAIii. pi. 20 : ilu-dudu 
and ela-ii)lu (lines 7 and 9). The fern, was zam- 
mertu, translating the Sum. sal-ulili and sal-ula- 
(I)la. These ivords possibly contain the root of 
the name of the 6 th month of the Babylonian year, 
Ululu or Elul, the month of the mourning for 
Tammuz, snatched away to dwell in the under 
world. The goddess Istar, spouse of Tammuz, 
seems to have had a special kald, or class of kalS, 
devoted to her, possibly under the leadership of a 
gala-maha (see sibove). 

4 . The” divine patrons of music. — Besides Istar, 
^e chief patron of Babylonian music was the god 
Ea, who fagures in the lists as the great creator 
of all things, apparently before the appearance of 
Merodach as the father of the gods. Written with 
the sign for ‘singer’ {ndru), he bore the name 
Dunga, and, with that for ‘harp’ {balag), he was 
called Lutniut. 

5 . Musicians. — Besides being a singer, the ndrw 
was probably a player of the lyre or cithara. A 
somewhat uncertain name is lu balag-ga, Sem. 
muslin, possibly a harpist. From what has been 
said above, it will be gathered that musicians, as 
well as singers, must have held official posts. The 
Assyrian bands were various; the simplest con- 
sisted of two harpists, but one of four players 
shows a tambourinist, a lyre-player, a player on a 
small cithara of varied compass, and a cymbalist 
(l^wlinson, ii. 158). These were apparently 
foreigners. The largest band depicted is that in 
which the Elamites come out to welcome their new 
king, Umman-igas, whom an Assyrian eunuch is 
installing. There are eleven instrumentalists, with 
harps, double pipes, a small drum, and a kind of 
dulcimer. Three of the leading performers (men) 
have one foot raised, as though half dancing as 
they advance. These are followed by women and 
children, clapping their hands, and possibly sing- 
ing {ib. ii. 166=Brit. Mus., Nineveh Gallery, 49). 
The band which played to summon the people to 
worship the great golden image set up by Nebu- 
chadrezzar in the plain of Dura (Dn etc.) 
consisted of a number of instruments of which the 
comet or hom (gamd=gamu, § 2 , iii. (c) above), 
the flute, the harp, the saokbut, the psaltery, and 
the dulcimer are specially mentioned. Notwith- 


standing its suitability in such a case as this, the 
dram does not appear, but the piercing sound of 
the comet would naturally form a good substitute. 

6 . Possible indications of a notation. — These are 
to be found in certain tablets from Babylon, of 
late date, now in the Royal Museum, Berlin, and 
edited by George Reisner (Sum.-bab. Hymnen), 
who has tabulated them in two classes (Introd. p. 
xvi), namely, vocalic characters, both singly and 
in groups, and words or ideographs expressing 
words. The former consist of the vowels a, e, ^ 
and u, which are placed at the beginning, in the 
middle (before the caesura), and at the end of the 
lines to which they refer. Were they placed over 
the words, and not in the margins and blank 
spaces, it might be contended that they stood for 
four notes of a scale. It seems more likely, how- 
ever, that they indicate the tones attached to the 
lines, in chanting which, in that case, considerable 
latitude was allowed. As a mere conjecture, it 
might be suggested that a stood for an even tone, 
e [=qab11, ‘to speak’) for modulated chanting, » 
(‘sublime,’ ‘exalted’) for a high tone, and m (= 
Addu, Hadad) for one which was deep, thunderlike. 
The difficulty, however, is that this takes no 
account of the words, among which are annd, ilt, 
or It [?], ‘ loud,’ nM-trftm, ‘not weak,’ ‘not silent’ 
{=ld uldlu. Id sukkutu). In one place e is placed 
over a a, and in another t over i (? part-singing). 
All this would seem to imply considerable elabora- 
tion, whatever interpretation be placed on these 
mysterious characters. In some passages the 
character mesi, Sem. manzd, followed by lu, la, 
and gub, ‘passing,’ ‘hovering,’ and ‘standing’ — 
so, apparently, the general meanings— appears. 
This would inuicate some such rendering as ‘ sound,’ 
‘music,’ for me^rsmanzd. 

7 . References to music in the historical inscrip- 
tions. — The word used in these seems to have been 
nigdtu, ningdtu, ‘joy,’ ‘merrymaking,’ or the 
like. Sargon of Assyria (722-705 B.c.) constantly 
uses it to indicate the rejoicings at his military 
successes, in which, however, musicians took part. 
In other passages the word may be translated in 
the same general way, but that in which Assur- 
bani-pal is directed by Istar of Arbela to eat food, 
drink wine, make music [ningdtu), and glorify her 
divinity (G. Smith, Hist. of Assurbanipat, London, 
1871, p. 125, 65-66) is possibly correctly rendered 
— as is also the passage in his great cylinder where 
the kings of Arabia are described as having been 
compelled to wear badges and work at the rebuild- 
ing of Bit-ridftti, and are said, whilst engaged 
thereon, to have passed their time in ‘singing 
(and) music’ [ina Slili ningiiti), in order that the 
Assyrian king should ‘ build (that palace) from ite 
foundation to its coping with rejoicings and festivi- 
ties ’ {ina ^iddti d riSdti). 

Litehature. — T he Introduction to G. Kelsner, 
babylonische Hymnen, lieipiig, 1896; J. Stainer, Music 0 / 

Bible, ed. F. W. Galpin, London, 1014 ; S. Langdon, Babylo- 
nian Liturgies, Paris, 1013. T. G. Pinches. 

MUSIC (Buddhist).— The history of ancient 
Indian music, including that of the centuries when 
Indian culture was predominantly Buddhist, has 
not yet been compiled, and probably, from lack of 
materials, never will be. The classical literature 
of Buddhism does not contribute much to such 
materials, but some features of interesting suggest- 
iveness may be pointed out. On the nwohological 
side, a very keen emotional susceptibility to the 
charm of music, either sang or played, is 
to as an ordinary phenomenon. In one of the lute 
{vtnd) parables in the Pitakas certain persons are 
supposed to hear its sound for the first time, the 
instrument being concealed. They ask what it is, 
‘the sound of wmeh is so fascinating, so cbarmmg, 
so intoxicating, so entrancing, so ravishing, so 
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captivating’ (Sa7hynila-A^iMya, iv. 196 f.), and 
their hearers, in replj'ing, agree vith their opinion. 
Some of these adjectives are applied to music 
yielded by ‘the five kinds of instruments, •when 
■well played upon,’ for the skilled musician 
{Dialoffucs of the Btiddha^ Oxford, 1899-1910, ii. 
214), and a similar ojsthetic effect is said to have 
been derived from a golden and a silver network 
of hells, hung round the m^hical palace of the 
‘ great king of gloryj’ and shaken by tlie ■wind (t6.). 
A similar charm, in the later commentaries of 
Bnddhagho?a, is ascribed to the song of the karavika 
bird. The possession of a musical speaking voice, 
holding men spell-bound, was held of sufficient 
importance to record supremo distinction in this 
rift in the order’s list of such brethren ns wore 
foremost in certain attainments. The champion 
in question ■n-as the Thera ‘Dwarf’ Bhaddiya 
{Aiiguttara-Nikiiya, i, 26 •, Psalms of the Brethren, 
London, 1913, ccxxv. ; the commentarial tradition 
held that ho was bom under a former Buddha ns a 
‘variegated cuckoo,’ koklla). Yet another bird 
was brought in to compare with the sweetness of 
Sftriputta’s voice — the sSlikd (Psalms of the 
Brethren, 1232 f.). But the Buddha’s voice was 
compared to the celestially sweet vocal organ, ■with 
its eight characteristics, of the Apollo of the 
Brahma-heavens — Brahrall Snnarii-Kum&rn, the 
Eternal Youth (Dialogues, ii. 245, iii. 173 ; Katha- 
vatthu, xii. 3). 

A second point of interest, already alluded to, 
is the names and varieties of instmments mentioned 
in tliis literature. They are sometimes called 
collectively turiyS (see Dialogues, ii. 18, n. 1) ; 
sometimes pahehahgika. (turiya), ‘ fivefold ’ (Sam- 
yutta-Nikayd, i. 131 ; Psalms of the Sisters, 
London, 1910, pp. 83, 183). These the commen- 
tories enumerate ns dtata, viiaia, dtata-vitata, 
ghana, susira, the first three of which are varieties 
of tom-tom, and the other two respectively yet 
another instmment of percussion (a ^ecies of 
cymbal) and a -trind instrument (a species of reed 
or pipe). It is curious that the seductive vind is 
not included in this list. The word turiyd (Skr. 
turya, turdyalxi) came, centuries later, to bear the 
meaning of ‘ fourth ' (cha-tur-) part or state, but 
its original meaning, in these earlier books, in 
connexion with music, is very obscure. 

Other instruments with which wo meet are 
drums — the dundubhi (‘Striking salvation’s dram. 
Ambrosia’s alarm ’ (Majjhima-Nikdya, i. 170 f., 
quoted in Psalms of the Sisters, p. 129]) and the 
oheri, mutihga, sahkha, panava, and dendima 
(Dialogues, i. 89), the third and fourth of these 
five being the chank (shell) and a kind of horn. 
Concerning the chank, which is also a species of 
horn, another parable is told (Dialogues, ii. 361). 
Hero again the fivefold adjectival formula is used 
to describe the charm of its sounds. 

More material of this kind might bo extracted 
by a thorough sifting of the early, the middle, 
and the later or mediceval strata of the Buddhist 
literature. Here let it suffice to name one more 
feature that is suggestive, namely, the reference to 
ail congress work concerned with canonical (but 
nn-written) texts, or records, as ‘singing-together’ 
or ‘singing-through’ — sah-giii (Vinaya Texts, iii. 
[=tSBE XX. (1885)] 372 f.). A similar idiom is 
used for the procedure observed by contemporary 
Brahmans when meeting to go over their mantras 
(Majjhima-Nilidya, ii. 170). It is fairly evident 
that, in the absence of ■written documents, the 
time-honoured Indian custom of intoning or chant- 
ing the memorialized runes was adopted by the 
Indian Buddhists. Cf. art. H'VMNS (Buddhist). 

C. A. r. Bhys Davids. 

MUSIC (Celtic). — i. Musical instruments. — 
Little is knovra of the music of the ancient Celts, 


as the classical references to it are few and casual, 
and native evidence is lacking save in the case of 
the Irish texts, which cannot be taken as decisive 
for the earlier period. Some classical authors refer 
to the trumpet (camon, carnux).^ It was used to 
summon assemblies and also in battle, especially in 
the charge and ns loud and clamorous accompani- 
ment of the war-cries for which the Celts were 
famous.® The pine of the trumpet was made of 
lend, and the bell was in the form of an animal, 
according to contemporary accounts. Archteologi- 
cal research has discovered several trumpets of the 
bronze or early iron age. These are made of cast 
bronze, or of tubes of sheet-metal riveted together. 
Some are of very fine ■a'orkmanship, and one of the 
early iron age (late Celtic period) found in Ireland 
has its disk extremity ornamented in hammered 
work. These trumpets are of two varieties — with 
the mouth-piece at one end or at the side. Straight 
cylinders have also been found, C'vidently parts of 
some larger instrument.® The Celtic trumpet is 
figured also on Roman monuments.^ Homs are 
referred to by classical writers ns used both in war 
and by swineherds to call together the swine.® 
These as well ns pipes and reeds of different kinds 
are also mentioned in Irish texts, and bone flutes 
have been discovered in Thor’s Cave, Staffordshire.® 

‘The Courtship of Forb’ speaks of seven comaire (bom 
players) with como of gold and silver. These, however, may 
have been the trumpets already referred to. Instruments of 
ox-horn were also In use. 

An Irish poem of the 11th cent, on the fair of 
Carman mentions pipes, and these are probably a 
form of the bagpipe, as the plural name pipa% is 
BtUl used in Ireland, as in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, for this ^instrument. The Irish form differs 
in some particulars from the Scots; its scale is 
more complete and full, while the reeds are softer. 
Y’hUe the bagpipe has become the characteristic 
Highland instrument, it has ousted the harp at 
one time so popular. 

The harp or lyre (chrotta, Ir. cruith, crot [^Welsh 
erwth, a fiddle]) was used by the bards of Gaul as 
an accompaniment to their chants, and is figured 
on Gaulira coins.® It was common also to Irish, 
Welsh, and Highland music, and is frequently 
referred to in the Irish texts. In early times its 
power over the mind of men was the subject of a 
myth which recurs constantly in Irish stoiy. The 
reference is first to the harp of the god Dagda, one 
of the Tuatha D6 Danann (see Celts, § V.). 

with it he played ‘ the three musical feats which give distinc- 
tion to a harper, viz., the Buantraighe, the Qcntraighe, and the 
Goltraigho. He played them the Ooltmighe until their women 
and youths cried tiirs. He played them the Oentraighe until 
their women and youths burst into laughter. He played them 
the Suantrnigho until the entire host fell asleep.’ Before this 
the harp is said to have come itself from the wall to its owner, 
killing nine persons on its way .8 

The number of strings on the harp varied. The 
so-called Brian Bora’s harp in Trinity College, 
Dublin, must have had thirty strings. Others hod 
eight. But in some early texts reference is made 
to three-stringed harps, and in a story of Fionn in 
the Agallamh na Senorach to each string is attri- 
buted on e of the powers of Dagda’s harp. * In a story 

I Polybius, ii. 29 ; DIod. Bio. v. 80 ; EustatUus, ad Iliad. 
jdv. 219 ; Lucan, !. iSl f. 

sCiBsar, de Bell. Oatt. vlU. 20; Diod. Blc. loe. eit.; Polyb. 
loc. eit. 

» R. Munro, Pre-historie Scotland, Edinburgh, 1899, p. 201 f. ; 
J. Romilly Allen, Celtic Art in Pagan and Christian Times, 
London, 1904, p. 118 ; Ouide to the AntiQxiities of the Bronze 
Age, British ilaseam, do. 1904, pp. 28, SO; E. O’Curry, On the 
Manners and Customs of the Ancient Irish, do. 1873, fil. 841 fl. 

4 S. Reinach, RA xiii. [18891 820 ; G. Dottin, Manuel pour 
tervir d Vtlude de Vantiquili celtique, Paris, 1906, n. 217. 

8 Polyb. U. 29, xii. 4. 

* O’Curry, pp. 806, 813, 825 f. ; Romilly Allen, p. 118. 

7 Diod. Sic. V. 31. 2 ; Amm. Marc. xv. 9. 8 ; 0. JuUian, 
Recherehes tur la religion gauloise, Bordeaux, 1903, p. 68. 

8 ‘ Battle of Magh Tuireadh,’ Barleian MSS, cited In O’Carry. 

iU. 214. " 

8 O’Curty, ill. 223. 
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in the 3ook of Leinster (Dahlin, 1880) this three* 
stringed harp is called a tinypan, and elsewhere 
the timpan is differentiated from the emit, or harp ; 
it appears to have been played with a bow or wand 
with Jiair, It may, therefore, have been a species 
of violin or fiddle, and separate references to a 
stringed instrument of the violin type exist.* 

The origin of the harp is the subject of an Irish myth. A 
woman walking on the sea-shore saw the skeleton of a whale. 
The wind striking on the sinews made a pieasing sound, and, 
listening to its murmur, she fell asleep. In this position her 
husband found her, and, perceiving that the sound had caused 
her to sleep, he made a framework of wood, put strings from 
the whale’s sinews on it, and so made the first harp.^ 

Bells of the bronze age have been found in Ire- 
land. They are spherical or pear-shaped, and con- 
tain loose clappers of metal or stone, producing a 
feeble sound. These may have been the kind of 
bells which were hung on valuable cows and on 
horses.® Gongs are also mentioned — e.g., the plate 
of silver over Conchobar’s bed struck by him with 
a wand when he desired silence.® 

An instrument to which most soothing powers 
are ascribed is mentioned in many texts — the musi- 
cal branch, or craehh cv&il, carried by poets and 
kings. This O’Curry conjectures to have been a 
branch or pole on which a cluster of bells was sus- 
pended.® When shaken, it caused all to be silent ; 
in other words, it was a signal for silence. But in 
some cases mythical qualities are ascribed to the 
branch. Cormao Mac Art’s branch of golden apples 
produced the sweetest music and dispelled sorrow. 

' Sweeter than the world’s musio was the music which the 
apples produced ; and ail the wounded and sick men of the 
earth would go to sleep and repose with the music, and no 
sorrow or depression could rest ujion the person who heard It.'® 
In tales about the Irish Elysium reference is 
often made to trees grooving there which produce 
marvellous music, causing oblivion to those who 
hear it. These trees are different from the instru- 
ment called crann ci4il, or ‘musical tree,’ which 
O’Curty describes as a generic name for any kind 
of musical instrument — ^narp, timpan, or tnbe.^ 
Special names were given to the players upon 
these various instruments, the name being taken 
from that of the instrument itself — e.g., pipaire, 
‘piper’ ; erwitire, ‘harpist.’ 

2 . Songs and chants. — ^The bards of the ancient 
Celts, frequently referred to by classical writers 
and corresponding to those of the Irish and Welsh 
Celts,® composed poems of various kmds — epic, ' 
satiric, panegyric. Some of these were improvised | 
and were sung to the accompaniment of the lyre. | 
Glimpses of these bards, attached to the train of i 
chiefs or great men, and singing their praises or | 
those of their guests on festive occasions, are 
found in classical sources.® They sang also of the 
heroic deeds of the past and of great warriors.*® 
They were doubtless also the composers of the 
battle-hymns which warriors sang before or after 
Wtle while they beat their arms in rhythmic 
cadence or danced. These may have been invoca- 
tions of the gods, or traditional warrior- songs, or 
even spells to ensure divine help.** Indiridual 
warriors sometimes improvised their own songs. 
Chants were also sung by the priestesses of the 
Isle of Sena in order to raise storms,** Traces of 


1 O’Cnrry, iii. S61, S63, 365 ; cf. 328 1. 

s Transaetiom of the Ossianie Society, Dublin, 1864-61, v. 
•Wf. 


S Guide, p. 28 ; O’Ourry, iii. 323, 

1 * Courtship of Bluer,’ O’Cuny, ill. 815. 

» iii. 314 f. 

« W. O. E. Windisoh and W. Stokes, Irisehe Texte, I,eiprig, 
1880-1909, iii. 211 f. ; O’Curry, iii. 317. 

7 J. A. MocCulIooh, Religion of the Ancient Celts, Edinburgh, 
1911, p. 330 ; O’Curry, iii. 323. 

8 Cf. C. Juliian, 'De la literature pofitique des Gaulois,' RA 

xl. [1902] SOI f. . . „ 

9 Appian, Hist. Rom. iv. 12 ; Athenfflus, iv. 87, vi. 49. 

10 Lucan, L 447 f . ; Diod. Sic. v. 31. 2 ; Amm. Marc. rv. 9. 8. _ 
u Appian, Celtiea, 8 ; Livy, r. 26, xri. 28, xxiil. 24, ixxvid. 

17 ; Po^b. iii. 44 ; Diod. Sic. v. 29. 4. 

18 Pomp. Mela, iiL 6. 


archaic hymns, doubtless of the order of spells, are 
found in Irish texts, and Irish druids used incanta- 
tions for their magical actions. Of the words of 
the hymns or chants of the continental Celts no 
trace now remains. See Bards, Charms and 
Amulets (Celtic), Hymns (Celtic), Magic (Celtic). 

3 , The love of the Celtic peoples for music is 
reflected in well-nigh every old legend and tale, and 
is a well-known characteristic, while the peculiarly 
intense emotional effects produced on the people 
by their own songs or instrumental musio are very 
striking, and are felt by those who have even the 
slightest strain of Celtic ancestry. Nowhere is this 
love of music better seen than in the tales of the 
Celtic Elysium — a land where music, sweet, delight- 
ful, and soothing, is constantly resounding. Not 
only do the birds on the trees sing most ravishingly, 
but there are trees themselves which produce 
music, like the silver tree with musical branches in 
the story of Ciiohulainn's sickness.* ‘There is 
nothing rough or harsh, but sweet music striking 
on the ear,’ says the mysterious visitant in the 
story of Bran. Even its stones are musical. There 
is a stone ‘ from which arise a hundred strains ’ ; 
it is not sad music, but it ‘ swells with choruses of 
hundreds.’ * ‘ Harpers shall delight you with their 
sweet music,’ says the maiden who would lure 
Oisin to the Land of Youth.® Mider describes 
Elysium to Etain as ‘ the wonderland where reigns 
sweet-blended song.’® Its inhabitants ‘hear the 
noble music of the sid,' says Loe^ire MacCrim- 
thainn after his sojourn there.® The same idea 
recurs in later Celtic fairy-lore. The belated 
traveller passing by fairy-mound or fairy-haunted 
spot, hears the most ravishing musio. All this is 
the expression of a racial love of music, passionate 
and satisfying. 

The love of the pagan Celts for musio remained 
when they became Christian. This is borne ivit- 
ness to by the hymns composed by early Celtic 
saints® and % ecclesiastical music, and also by the 
secular music — vocal and instrumental, as well as 
dance music — so prominent in the social life of all 
Celtic regions. Of late years in Wales, the W. 
Highlands, and Ireland there has been a great 
revival and development of the native music. This 
is a popular movement and already has been pro- 
ductive of interesting results. 

Litkeatorb. — ^T his ia mentioned throughout the article. 

J. A. MacOulloch. 

MUSIC (Chinese).-^ It is questionable whether 
any nation has had a higher idea of the importance 
and power of music than the Chinese. Its mysteri- 
ous mfluence has been a theme of their writers 
through all the ages, for the art of producing 
harmonious sounds which move the human heart 
has been knoivn in China since the remotest 
antiquity. Its discovery is attributed to the 
Emperor Fu Hsi (2852 B.C.), the invention of the 
lute being ascribed to him. Doubtless, however, 
the Chinese not only brought their own music with 
them into China, but found the aborigines possessed 
of a system, and possibly the two were amalga- 
mated. . , _ 

At first enmerors had their different systems 
until Huang Ti, the Yellow Emperor (2697 B.C.), 
introduced order; a note was fixed for the base 
note, sounds had names given to them, etc., and 
music was considered to be the key to good 
government. Succeeding emperors followed his 
system. Hymns were composed by these rulers, 
and the Great Shun (2255 B.C.) composed a piece 

1 Irisehe Tezte.l. 205 f. , 

■ -1 K. Meyer and A. Nutt, Voyage of Bran, London, 1895, L 

8 Transactions Ossianie Society, Iv. 234 f. 

8 S^H.^^rady, s'ilta Gaddiea, London, 1892, U- 290f. 

8 See Hncfs (Irish Christian). 
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entitled ' Tn Slmo,’ which is generally believed to 
have exercised such a wonderful effect on Confucius, 
1600 years after, as to make him lose the taste of 
his food for three months. It was ‘ perfect in 
melody and sentiment,’ while the martial music, 
'The Great War-Music’ of King Wu (i.c. ‘The 
Warrior,’ 1122 B.O.), though perfect, did not meet 
■until the Sage’s approval.^ The Master again was 
delighted on visiting the City of Wu (t.c. ‘The 
Martial City’) to find that, notwithstanding its 
position, favourable for military operations, the 
people had been converted from a delight in 
military pursuits to a lovo of stringed instruments 
and singing.® 

Some of the reforms which Confucius instituted 
were in connexion with music.® He declared that 
it is not the sounds produced by instruments alone 
that constitute music.^ As to the playing, he said 
that tlie parts should sound together at the com- 
mencement. Then ‘ ns it proceeds they should bo 
in harmony, severally distinct and flowing without 
break, and thus on to the conclusion.’® The 
Master himself both sang and played. 

Mencius endorses the dictum of the ancients that 
music, if rightly employed, is conducive to good 
government.® 

‘ In music of the pnmdcst stylo there is the same harmony 
that prevails between heaven and earth.’ 7 ‘ llusio is an echo of 
the harmony between heaven and earth,’ and ‘has Its origin 
from heaven.’S ‘The fcrvcDcy of benevolence, the exactness of 
righteousness, the clearness of knowledge, and the firmness of 
maintenance, must all have their depth manifested in music.’® 

In the Book of Poetry it is said ; 'The dancers 
move with their flutes to the notes of the organ 
and drum.’'® This refers to the sacrifice to the 
ancestors some centuries hofore the Christian era. 
The dancing, of which there were six kinds, was 
not what in the West is understood by that term, 
but grave evolutions and posturing intended to 
show veneration and respect. 

The performance of this ritual music at the 
Chinese imperial court and at religious ceremonies 
such as those already mentioned, and those of wor- 
ship to heaven and earth, to the sun and moon, and 
to Confucius, have been kept up until recently 
during all the centuries that have elapsed since the 
early Chinese historic periods. These ceremonies 
are much alike. Music of a solemn character 
accompanies the worship, the offerings made, and 
the hymns sung. 

Confucius spoke of ‘music that has no sound.’” 
This is not the Chinese equivalent of ‘ songs 
without words,’ hut it is deep and silent virtue. 
Thus it ■will he seen that music irith these Chinese 
sa^s connoted-more than the simple word ‘ music’ 
in English. 

The superior man, so the Master said, must take 
music and apply it : ‘to act and to rive and receive i 
pleasure from what you do is music.’®® No wonder i 
that some of this music is said to have ‘ embraced 
every admirable quality.’ *® ‘ The sages found 

pleasure’ in it ‘ and (saw that) it could he used to 
make the hearts of the people good.’ ” The airs of 
the Sliang were conducive to ‘ decision in tho con- 
duct of affairs,' i.e. ‘ bravery ’ ; tlie airs of the KM 
produced ‘ a spirit of righteousness ’ in giving ‘ place 
to others ’ even at a loss.’® ‘ Where there is music 
there is joy,’’® 

But this ancient music has perished, leaving 
abstruse, obscure theories ill understood. Tho 
execrated Tsin Shi Hwang Ti (200 B.C.), the 
builder of the Great Wall and the destroyer of the 

1 Sec J. Bcgge, Chinese Classics, Hongkong, 1801-73, i. 8, 28. 

a Ib. p. 183. 3 Ib. p. 85. < Ib. p. 185. 

5 /b. p. 27. 8 Ib. ii. 20 ff. 

7 See J. Legge, • The Liki,’ SHE xxvili. (Oxford, 1886) 99. 

8 /i). p. 100. 8 begge, Chinese Classics, ii. 189 f., note. 

10 Ib. iv. 897 ; see also pp. 373, 687, 031. 

U Legge, ‘ Tho Ukl,’ p. 279. ’3 Ib. p. 270. 

13 Ib. p. 100. 14 Ib. p. 107. 

18/6. p. 130. 15/6. p. 112. 
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literati, was also tho tyrant at whose mandate 
music hooks and instruments perished, leaving 
scarcely a remembrance behind them. As with 
the classics, however, ancient literature and 
instruments again saw the light of day, being 
rescued from hiding - places. Notwithstanding 
this, though attempts have also been made to 
revive the glories of ancient music’s ‘golden 
tongue,’ the music of the Chinese sages remains 
practically unknown, though some pieces are 
supposed to represent it. 

Times have also radically changed even ivith 
such a conservative people as the Chinese, and the 
professional musician is not now highly respected. 
Music, which Confucius considered as completing 
a man’s education,’ is entirely neglected as a part 
of a scholar’s coarse, and is not studied seriously. 
Some of the educated are able to play the flute, 
the c/i'in, and a few other instruments, while 
tho common people delight in the banging of the 
sonorous booming gong, the rattling drum, the 
shrieking clarionet, and the screeching violin. 
Music always accompanies marriage, funeral, and 
religions processions. 

The music of China has not been appreciated by 
the foreigner, who has considered it monotonous, 
noisy, and disagreeable. It has been much mis- 
represented and misunderstood, hut there are indi- 
cations that ‘her strange, weird, almost ghostly 
music is winning its way to an appreciation it is 
wortliy of.’® There are many excellent Chinese 
melodics. The instructions as to playing the 
scholar’s lute far surpass in delicacy and refine- 
ment anything in the West. 

The emperor Hwang Ti is said to have been the 
inventor of tho liis, a series of twelve bamboo 
tabes, each tube representing a semitone, so that 
the twelve tubes render the twelve chromatic 
semitones of the octave. The emperor sent to 
Bactria for the bamboos, os there, in • the Valley 
of Bamboos,’ they grow of a regular thickness. 
Tho hollow piece between two joints, or sejita, 
was taken, and tho note which one of the tubes 
produced was selected as the base or tonic. Similar 
tubes of difierent lengths were used for the other 
notes of their chromatic scale, nearly identical ivith 
ours. Several accounts more or less fantastic are 
given as to why this diidsion into twelve semitones 
was employed, such as the singing of birds, rolling 
waves, ana voices of men and women of a wild 
tribe, etc. These tubes have each a name, and 
they are supposed to he connected with the dual- 
istic system of Chinese philosophy, half of them 
being classified under the yang, or male principle, 
and tho rest under the yin, or female. The 
different Chinese months and hours were also 
assigned to these tubes. There is an absence of 
tempering in Chinese music, so that to our Westerh 
cars some of tho Chinese intervals sound too sharp 
or too flat. 

•’Their Bcalo being theoretically correct is too perfect for 
proctlco,’ 3 

It is this as well as the general absence of piano 
effects and gradations of sound, there being no 
crescendos, legates, etc., that makes Chmese 
music often so discordant to the foreigner, and 
the high pitch increases its unpleasing nature. 

Though theoretically there is tms chromatic 
scale approximating to that in the West, a penta- 
tonic scale is in use. The five planets were looked 
on as the bases of the five notes. At one time 
(1100 B.C.), however, a lieptatonio scale was de- 
veloped by the addition of two more notes to the 
five. It then consisted of five full tones with two 

1 Legge, 1. 76. 

as. Pollard, ‘Infanticide In China,’ In Christian World 
28th Aw. 1913. . ’ 

Soothill, ‘Chinese Music,’ etc., in Chinese Recorder. 
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Bemitones, but even then the Chinese gamut was 
not identical with ours. 

This lasted till the time of Kuhlai Khan (a.d. 
1280), when the Mongols who then conquered 
China brought a new scale and notation, which, 
with a slight modification, lasted the century of 
Mongol rule. The native Ming dynasty (1368- 
1644) excluded the half-tones. The late Manchu 
dynasty (1644-1912) again made someslight altera- 
tions. _Now, though theoretically there is a 
chromatic scale approximating to that in the West, 
the Chinese are content with a pentatonic scale, 
having dropped the two half-tones to which most 
of them have never taken kindly. At the same 
time, they are further content wth fourteen 
sounds, their music being generally confined within 
these narrow limits. 

As to the notation, there is no stave, the charac- 
ters representing the notes being -written in vertical 
colunins in the same way as in books. To dis- 
tinguish between a grave and an acute note, a 
little addition is sometimes made to the character 
standing for the higher note. In fact, Chinese 
Bolmization is imperfect. The musical notation is 
of such a character that to know exactly how a 
piece_ should be_ played a Chinese musician first 
requires to hear it played. For some instruments 
the notation is of a most complex character, con- 
taining the fullest directions as to the mode of 
playing, but generally the Chinese characters 
simply show that a certain sound is to be produced, 
in which of the two octaves often being unindicated. 
Further, it is simply a note, no indication of its 
length being given, though signs or dots to the 
right are occasionally inserted in manuscripts to 
indicate a longer holding of that note. Nor are 
rests ordinarily shoivn, nor time, etc., except that 
a space between two notes may mean either a rest 
or the end of a verse. Emphasis may be shown by 
a note being written larger. 

Time and measures are thus not always indicated. 
Four time is the only time known scientifically, 
but others are heard in practice. The drum or 
castanets are the instruments which give the time 
in a band, and on no account is the one or other 
left out in an orchestra. The pentatonic scale is 
closely adhered to, whence no sharps, flats, or 
naturals are found. 

‘The Chinese scale may he said to be neither major nor 
minor, but to participate of the two. Chinese melodies arc not 
majestic, martial, sprisphtly, entrancing, as our music in the 
major mode; and they lack the softness, the tenderness, the 
plaintive sadness of our minor airs.’ t • 

But this is true of Chinese music played by the 
Chinese on their own instruments. When trans- 
ferred to our notation and played on our instru- 
ments, the melodies may be described as major. 

, Chinese vocal music is most disagreeable to 
European ears, as the Chinese do not sing in a 
natural voice. 

•The sounds seem to proceed from the nose ; the tongue, the 
teeth, and the lips have very little to do except lor the enuncia- 
tion of some labial words.’3 

The voix de tete is generally used. The singing 
is in unison, no parts being known, though there 
is an ancient book containing the rudiments of 
harmony. The guitar is usually the accompanying 
instrument. A kind of recitative is used in the 
theatre. Chords, counterpoint, etc., are unknown. 
On some instruments two strings are played simul- 
taneously. chanting in Buddhist temples each 
priest sings in the key best suited for him. Indian 
music was introduced by the Buddhists. 

As Chinese music may be divided into ritual (or 
sacred) and popular, so the instruments may be 
similarly divided — the former of a complicated 
structure, and the latter of a common form. The 

1 J. A. van Aalst, Chinese Jfusfc, p. 22; cf. Mrs. T. Eichard, 
•Ohinese Music,' in Chinese Recorder, xxi. S39f. 

» van Aalst, p. 24. 


spiritual principle of music being derived from 
heaven, the materials of which the instruments 
are made are earth-derived, and, as there were 
eight symbols (of Fu Hsi) which express all changes 
in the universe, the materials from which musical 
instruments are made are likeivise eight. These 
are stone, metal, silk, bamboo, wood, skin, gourd, 
and earth, and are supposed to correspond with 
certain points of the compass and seasons of the 
year. 

Stone chimes were held in high esteem, and 
there was also the ‘ single sonorous stone.’ ^ The 
stone chimes are used only in court and religions 
ceremonies. There are two stone flutes. A conch 
shell is used by soldiers, watchmen, etc. 

Under metal are classed bells, gongs, bell-chimes 
and gong-chimes, cymbals, and trumpets; and 
the fa-pa is a trumpet 4vith sliding tube. 

Under silk are the cA'in (lute -with seven strings) 
and the si (which has now 25 strings). The latter 
is supposed to have a compass of five octaves. The 
four strings of the pi-p‘d, or balloon guitar, repre- 
sent the four seasons. It often accompanies the 
flute, and is the instrument used by the blind 
sin^g-girls, who ply through the streets at night 
with their duennas, ready for hire. Others also 
use it. The san-hsien, or three-stringed guitar, 
is a favourite instrument of ballad singers. The 
yuehcKin, or moon-guitar of four strings, is also 
used to accompany ballads and songs. There are 
one or two varieties of violins — one with four 
strings and one (the rebeck) w’ith two. In both of 
these instruments the bow strings pass between 
the violin strings, so that the player has not only 
to play the correct note, but must take care that 
he does not produce a wrong one by the bow string 
grating against wrong strings. The foreign harp- 
sichord, as it is called, is something like a zither, 
but has sixteen sets of fine wires with two bridges. 

Under bamboo are included a Pandean pipe, 
used only in ritual music, and several kinds of 
flutes, the clarionet, etc. 

Wood is employed in castanets, the wooden -fish 
used by priests, and one or two curiously-shaped 
instruments. 

DiSerent kinds of drums account for the use of 
skin. 

The sMng has the -wind-chest sometimes made of 
gourd. The tubes which rise from the chest are 
reeded as in a harmonium, and are said to have 
given the idea for the construction of that in- 
strument. It is -used in the worship of Confucius, 
and is the most perfect of all Chinese musical 
instruments. In fact, it is nearly perfect — sweet 
in tone and delicate in construction. 

•The principles embodied in it are substantially the same as 
those of our crand org:ans. ; . . Kratzenstein, an or^n-builder 
of St. Petersburg, having become the possessor of a shtng, 
conceived the idea of appljdng the principle to organ-stops.’ 3, 

An ocarina was made of baked clay or porcelain. 

Some of these instruments are most ancient in 
their origin. 

The Chinese, as a rule, do not appreciate Western 
music, though, when taught, they play the har- 
monium well, and the Christians enjoy singing in 
church and school. The Chinese voice can be 
made to do almost anything if taken early enough 
and properly trained. The present writer has 
heard foreign music most beautifully rendered by 
German-trained Chinese. 

LiTTOATCM.— J. A. van Aalst, Chinese iTusie, China LM. 


li. 25T, V. [187&-77] 142, xiii, [18S4-85] 40^ XV. 1188&-87] 64 ; Mrs. 
Timothv Richard, ‘ Chinese Music,’ in Chinese Recorder, xxi. 
[Shan^Ii, 1890] sfeg.. 839g.; W/E. Soothill. ib. p. 221g.; 


1 van Aalst, p. 48. _ „ . ... j ■ 

SF. Warrington Eastlakc, ‘The Chinese Reed Organ,' 
hina Review, xl. [1882] 35, quoted by van Aalst, p. 80 f. 
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Philo describes fche singing of the Jewish 
monastic sect of the Essenes (Therapeutm). 

They used two choirs, ‘one of men, the other of women. . . . 
They then sing hymns to the praise of God, composed in 
different kinds of metre and verse, now with one mouth, now 
with antiphonal hymns and harmonies’ (de fila Contem- 
plativa, p. 484 f. [Mangey]). 

This method of sinmng alternately at the inter- 
val of an octave in pitch differed from the Greek idea 
of antiphony, since in their case the method was 
simultaneous (and not alternate) and was termed 
‘magadizing.’ Since in the early Church the 
sexes were divided, the antiphonal response of 
women’s (or boys’) and men’s voices at the octave 
was quite a natural one. This method has recently 
been revived in High Anglican services. 

‘ Such a method is quite destructive of the genuine effect of 
antiphonal chanting, which ought to be equally balanced on 
each side of the choir’ (Bumpus, DM. of Ecclea. Terms, p. 23). 

It must be remembered that circumstances com- 
pelled the singing to be in unison and unaccom- 
panied — certainly a crude and primitive method 
executed under trying conditions, though the 
situation would be lightened by the emulation 
which the division of the sexes would create. 
This method developed later on, as the congrega- 
tions were better organized and the antiphonal 
ein^ng was led ivith a double choir. Anglican 
choirs to-day sing antiphonally in the Psalms, 
but not the congregation. This could be easily 
remedied. 

3. Orders of service. — By the middle of the 
4th cent, the growth of the power of priests had 
led to the concentration of the devotional offices in 
their own hands and to the formation of definite 
orders of service or liturgies, and in this matter 
the Churches of the East in Syria and E^pt led 
the ivay. In the Eastern liturgies of St. Mark and 
St. James we find that the people are allotted such 
responses as ‘ Amen,’ ‘ Kyrie Eleison,' * And to thy 
spirit,’ the ‘Thrice Holy,’ and others. Prayers, 
readings, and chanted sentences were delivered by 
the priests or deacons and a choir of singers, the 
responses being rendered by the people, as above. 
The Council of Laodicea (341-381) allowed only 
appointed singers ‘ to sing from the book ’ ; this 
probably was intended to refer to the priest’s 
part or to sentences allotted to him. The consti- 
tuted liturgy of the ordinary service was termed 
the ‘ Office.’ 

4. Other musical features. — Besides the Psalms 
and hymns other musical features arose. The 
' Psalm tones ’ were sung, not in our scales, but in 
the primitive ‘ modes ’ of the time. Many of these 
did not end on the ‘ final ’ of the mode, since the 
idea of tonality or key was undeveloped, and, to 
obviate the inconclusive effect, ‘antiphons,’ con- 
sisting of a verse from a Psalm and terminating on 
the final, were sung both before and after the 
Psalm. These antiphons varied with the season j 
sometimes they were sung to the word ‘ Alleluia ’ 
(as originally found in the Psalms themselves), and 
these ‘Alleluia’ chants taking a florid turn were 
named ‘tropes.’ The antiphon was known in the 
East in the 4th cent., and in the 6th cent, it was 
also inserted in the Communion service or Mass. 

The liturgy of the Mass was a matter of slow 
growth. On the Jserpetual miracle’ of transub- 
stantiation the Boman Church built up an 
elaborate service. High Mass being musical 
throughout. The ordinary Mass includes introits, 
collects, epistles and lessons, graduals, tracts, 
gospels, offertories, communions and post-com- 
munions. In the Efigh, or sung. Mass there follow 
in order the introit (verse of a Psalm), ‘Kyrie,’ 
‘ Gloria in Excelsis,’ the gradual (consisting of a 
Psalm verse sung to ancient plain-song on the steps 
of the ambon) or an ‘Alleluia’ verse or a tract (a 
Psalm verse also set to ancient Church song, sung 


slowly), and on certain festivals an animated 
antiphonal hymn termed a ‘sequence’ (see A. 
Biley, ‘Concerning Hymn Tunes and Sequences’ 
[Church Music Soc. JPapers, 4 and 5], ch. viiL). 
The Confession of Paith, or ‘ Credo,’ is sung next 
by the choir, and is followed by the of ten elaborate 
offertory (during theoffering), the ‘Sanctus,’ ‘Bene- 
dictus,’ and ‘Agnus Dei’ (after the consecration), 
all sung by the choir. 

11. TDS age of unisonal SONG.—I. Plain- 
song. — St. Ambrose, as has already been men- 
tioned, is credited with the codification of the 
plain chant melodies and their classification into 
four ‘authentic modes,’ or scales, as most easily 
represented by the white notes only of the piano 
thus : 

Dorian D to D, or r to r. 

Phrygian . . . . E to B, or m to m. 

LytiSan F to F, or/to/. 

Ifixo-Lydlan . . . . Q to O, or « to «. 

Later St. Gregory (fA.D. 604), it is related, 
supplemented the labours of St. Ambrose, though 
history is not veiy definite on this point ; ^ but he 
is credited with the extension, or the recognition 
of the extension, of the existing modes upwards 
thus : 

Hypo-Dorian . . . A to A, or J to f. 

Hj-po-Phrygian . . . B to B, or t to t. 

Hj-po-Lydian . . . O to C, or d to d. 

Hypo.mixo.Lydian . . D to D, or r to r. 

These were known as the four ‘ plagal modes.’ 

Antiphonal song is said to have been introduced 
into the Church of Borne by Pope Celestine i. 
(422-432). It was further encouraged by Leo 
the Great (440-461), who established a singing- 
school of plain chant in Borne. 

Gevaert (La Milop6e antique) ascribes the 
‘compilation and composition of the liturgic 
songs ’ to the Greek popes at the end of the 7th 
and the beginning of the 8th centuries. 

• The Antiphonarium lliBsarum received its definitive form 
betn'een 682 and 716 ; the Antiphonarium Ofiicii was already 
fixed under Pope Agathon (678^1).’ Gevaert says also that 
' the oldest chants are the simplest. . . The fiorid chants were 
ol Jater introduction, and were probabiy the contribution ol the 
Greek and Syrian Churches ' (Dickinson, p. 110 f.). 

No definite system of notation arose before the 
7 th cent., and the monks had to refresh their 
memories of the traditional melodies by means of 
a series of scratches and dots termed ‘nenma.’ 
Singers then, as later, took liberties tvith the 
melodies, so that musical knowledge of thb period 
is somewhat vague ; but, as every monastery 
became a singing-school, the knowledge_ of the 
Church song was spread abroad. The Milan and 
Gallican Churches had adopted other forms of the 
chant, but the Boman version with the aid of 
Charlemagne (768-814) prevailed. In _ 790 two 
monks, taking with them the Gregorian Anti- 
phonary, reached the monastery of St. Gall in 
Switzerland, with which certain monks of Irish 
nationality were prominently connected. St. Gall 
henceforth became an important centre or music- 
school, and that Antiphonary, as the oldest MS 
extant, stiU exists. A facsimile was published by 
L. LambiUotte at Brussels in 1867. 

The ‘ Gregorian or Psalm tones ’ consist of eight 
tones with various introductory notes or intona- 



tions and endings, which, together with the 
irregular ‘Tonus Peregrinus’ and ‘Tonus Begins,’ 
make up some 46 chants in all. 

I See Dickinson, ilusieof the Western Church, p. 107. 
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Various versions of the ' Psalm tones ’ existed in 
the Mechlin Office Books, the English Samm 
Psalter, and the Eoman and French Psalters ; and, 
the chant having degenerated throughout the ages, 
a reform and restoration movement Avas carriea on 
through the monks of Solesmes (who published 
their PaUographic musicalc in 1889) and the 
Cceilian Society. Pope Pius X. also decreed the 
restoration of the plain chant in an authorized 
form in 1903 and again in 1912. The 'Psalm 
tones’ are to ho sung in unison ns intended. They 
were originally unaccompanied from necessity; 
there can, however, ho no objection to judicious 
organ accompaniment, if congregational singing is 
intended, so long ns it is in keeping with the mode 
and the spirit of the Psalm. 

Plain-song, or chants, broadly speaking, may ho 
classified into (1) simple syllable melodies, and (2) 
florid, or melismatic, song. 

It has also been classified into periods thus ; (i.) 
the first six centuries A.D.; (ii.) the next seven or 
eight centuries. Its decline dates from the intro- 
duction of the organum in tho flth cent, and the 
development of polyphony, and continued till (iii.) 
t!ic debased period, from tho 16th cent, to 1880; 
(iv.) its revival by tho monks of Solesmes and tho 
pope’s decrees of 1903 and 1912, tho latter of which 
points out ‘that tho entire congregation should 
take part in executing those portions of tho text 
which are assigned to tho choir.’ 

Since tho Roman Church has never really en- 
couraged congregational music, this is certainly a 
step in the nght direction, and tho result will be 
watched with interest. Tho step from concertized 
Mosses sung only by tho choir to tho Office and 
Mass sung only in plain-song is, however, an 
extreme one. Tho strength of plain-song is its 
startling contrast to modern music as heard every- 
where around us. Its primitive or undeveloped 
sense of key, its vague rhythm essentially fitted 
for proso only (well-defined rhythm is absolutely 
necessary for unanimous and hearty congrogationm 
Binging), its limited compass, and its unharmonized 
or unaccompanied presentation are all useful os a 
means of contrast. But, when used to tho entire, 
or almost entire, exclusion of ordinary fully- 
developed music, it becomes dreary in tho extreme 
— its primitiveness becomes only too apparent. 

Plain-song in its best form is eminently fitted 
to the traditional congregational responses, and in 
the ‘Psalm tones’ for the chanting of tho prose 
Psalms; there are also some fine ancient hymn 
melodies which have survived the test of time and 
are found in many Hymnals. It should, however, 
he remembered that plain-song is essentially men’s 
song (».c. of monastic origin), and fitted principally 
for male voices ; and to have the proper elfect it 
must he rendered in unison by voices in which tho 
mole element preponderates. 

LtTKKATiJiiE.— D. A. de Sola, ZVi* Ancient Melodies of the 
Spanish and Porivgnese Jews, London, 1857 ; C. Engol, The 
Music of the most Ancient nations', do. 1864; A. M. Fried- 
lander, * Notes on Facts nnd Thcorlca,' etc., in Musical Times, 
Jan. 1914 ; K. Weinmann, Hist, of Church Ifusie, New York, 
1010 (with blbllofn-aphy) ; F. A. Cevaert, La Milople antigttc 
dans le chant de I’tghse latine, Ghent, 1895 ; J, B. Rebours, 
Traill de psaltigue, Paris, 1007 ; G. Grove, Dictionarp of 
Jfusic and Musicians, cd. J. A. Puller-Mnitlnnd, London, 1904- 
10, s.vr. ‘ Ambrosian Ohant,' ‘ Greporlnn Modes,’ ‘ Modes,’ ‘Plain 
Bonp,’ etc.; A Grammar of Plain Song (tho Benedictines of 
Stanbrook), do. 1905; F. Burgess, The Teaching and Accom- 
paniment of Plain Song, do. 1014, ‘A Revised OreRorlan 
Tonale,’ Musical Times, Aug. 1916; J. Stainer nnd H. B. Briggs, 
Manual of Plain Song, do. 1002; M. Springer, Art of Accom- 
panying Plain Chant, New York, 1008; H. Grace, ’Plain- 
Song, Pros nnd Cons,’ Church Music Society Paper, liondon, 
1016 ; R. W. Terry, Catholic Church Music, do. 1007 ; F. C. C. 
Egerton, Handbook of Church Music; A Practical Guide to 
Plain Song of the Roman Mass, do: 1009 (with bibliogrnpby). 

2 . The carol. — As one of the earliest forms of 
Church music, the carol merits separate attention. 


It was a festal hymn designed for special occasions 
and usually written in metrical form. Hymns 
wore in use before Christ (see the Delphic Hymn 
to Apollo [280 B.C.] •with melody in Musical Times, 
June 1894 ; alsoDiinoan, Story of the Carol, p. 9 f.). 
Augustine gives an interesting definition of a hymn. 
Tho ‘Gloria in cxcelsis,’ or ‘Angels’ hymn,’ has 
been termed the first carol of tho Church. 

Clement, in tho 1st cent., exhorted his brethren 
to keep in ‘ tho first place tho day of Christ’s birth ’ 
(Duncan, p. 10), and Tclesphorus, bishop of Rome, 
instituted in a.D. 129 tho custom of singing Christ- 
mas carols, ordaining then the singing of the 
‘Angels’ hymn’ (ii. p. 11). Prudentius (b. 348) 
is known ns tho first writer of carols, and St. 
Jerome testifies in tho 6th cent, that carols were 
in use. Early examples arc tho well-knoivn ‘ Corde 
natns’ of Prudentius and the 6tli cent. ‘A solis 
ortus cardino ’ [ib. p. 17). Julian [Diet, of Hr/mnol- 
ogyj, p. 207) states that many of the early Church 
lyrics in various foims partook of the character of 
the carol. Charlemagne encouraged tho use of 
carols and hymns, nnd condemned tho vulgar type 
of songs whicli had crept into the Churches. 

In tlio canons of jElfric made in 957 priests are 
admonished to keep tho song-hooks for the various 
services at hand. 

Minstrelsy nt this time was very popular, and 
with tho preaching of tho Crusades in 1095 arose 
tho Order of Troubadours nnd tho Crusaders’ 
hymns. Tho rise of tho miracle-play and pageant 
brought the carol ‘ Orientis partibus,’ the melody 
of which is presen’ed in our Hymnals, and from 
tho 12th cent, onwards the carol is preserved to us 
in frequent quaint examples, some of which are 
vary popular in their refreshing and unstilted 
melody. They take various forms, and composers 
like the English Marbock and B^d wrote them, 
while Bach harmonized specimens. 

In Duncan’s Story of the Carol an example of an 
early carol of tho 11th cent., ‘Congaudeat turba 
fidefium,’ taken from tho Swedish collection Ptcu 
Cantiones (1682), is to he found. 

LTrERATunB.— E. Duncan, The Story of the Carol, London, 
1011 (with bibliogrnpby); J. Julian, Sacred Carols, AncieJiC 
ond J/odfni, do. 1909; Grove, s.v. ’Carol,’ otc.; J. A. Fnller- 
Maltland, Hnglish Carols of the ISth Century, London, n.d.; 
J. P. Mig-ne, Dietionnaire de Noels, Paris, 1807 ; H. J. L. J. 
Mnssfe nnd C. K. Scott, A Book of Old Carols, London, 1907 ; 
Cowley Carol Book, do. 1002. See also bibliography in Duncan. 

III. The rise op POLTPHONY.So far Church 
song had been confined to melody. The first step 
away from this took tho shape of organum, or the 
organizing of a rigidly concurrent accompaniment 
of fifths or fourths on tho organ, which was intro- 
duced into tho Cliurch about the 7th century. To 
modem ears this effect, taken by itself, would he 
extremely crude, but, sustaining a large body of 
men’s voices singing in unison, would probably he 
quite tolernhle. 

This organ effect was tried also by the choristers, 
nnd probably with more euphonious results. Later 
the experiment of voices singing a drone or station- 
ary bass, combined with previous efforts, gave the 
necessary beginning in polyphony, or the art of 
harmoniously weaving the various voices together. 
Guido of Arezzo, in the 11th cent., wrote an account 
of tho methods of organum, or diaphony, nnd ex- 
amples are given in the Musica of Johannes Cotto 
(c. 1100). 

Tho introduction of other intervals besides those 
of the 6th and 4th, and more definite indications 
of time nnd rhythm come next in order, first in 
two and then in three parts, until we come to the 
composition of the early sacred motet, in which (as 
in all early monk-made music) the melody is put 
into the tenor part. ^ 

The canon, or imitation by one voice of another 
voice part, nnd vocal interchange of the parts occur 
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in 13th cent, music. This device became more and 
more artistically worked — indeed, too much so for 
the unsympathetic ears of one John of Salisbury 
(1120-80), who complains that the congregation 
is depraved by listening to these ‘ enervating per- 
formances ’ in ‘the re-doubling of notes, repetition 
of phrases, and clashing of voices’ {Polycraticus, i. 
6). These devices of descant became more and more 
florid, so much so that Pope John XXII., in 1322, 
forbade all descant except the simple addition of 
octaves, fourths, and fifths, unless for special occa- 
sions. Musical composition at this time — i.e. from 
the 11th to the 15th cent. — was one long experiment. 
The conditions were anything but simple. The 
notation was the indefinite square note system used 
for plain-song; bar-lines were wanting. Many 
difierent clefs were used, and composition was 
attacked mostly from the mathematical aspect, 
and became a tangled and abstruse contrapuntal 
puzzle. The scale itself was not understood, and 
ideas of interchange of key were strictly limited by 
the hexachord (or six note) arrangement. 

As already mentioned, the theme, often that of 
a secular song, was put in the tenor, and various 
parts were added in an artificial style. This tenor 
melody arrangement was termed faux-bourdon, 
‘false bass,’ since the effect of its being sung by 
high men’s voices was to make the lower voice stand 
out above the higher or boys’ voices — a kind of in- 
verted or top-heavy effect being produced : 








fU 









as written the effect, 

(melody in black notes). 

Of great historical interest is the famous rota 
‘ Sumer is icumen in,’ a four-part canon with a 
es, or foimdation, of two parts making six part 
armony, Nvritten about 1226, in the handwriting 
of John of Fomsete at Reading Abbey. Between 
this and the compositions of John of Dunstable 
(t 1453) there is little worthy of note. Dunstable 
was well known on the Continent through his 
motets, and ho seems to have been the first to 
attempt to practise independent part-writing with 
success. 

I. A capella masses and motets. — ^Enriish Church 
composers were now pre-eminent from ^qnt 1630 to 
1561, after which Palestrina and the Italians came 
to the front. In the interval after Dunstable’s 
death the Flemings were pre-eminent through the 
Netherlanders Jean Okeghem (t 1613) and Josquin 
des Prds (1445-1621). Josquin des Prds was at this 
time the ‘idol of Europe,*^ his compositions being 
sung everywhere. They are now being revived 
(see John Hullah, Hist, of Modem Musicfi, p. 49 f._). 
In the meantime a setting of the Passion music 
by Richard Davy, famous as the earliest known 
(c. 1490-1604), is to be noted. 

The three great English cathedral composers 
before the Reformation were Christopher Tye 
(1610-72), Robert Whyte (+ 1574), and Thomas 
Tallis (t 1585). At this time the Mass music in 
England had grown to be very elaborate. The 
‘ Gregorian tones ’ were in common use before and 
after the Reformation, but the Reformers rightly 
aimed at making the words clear, and later John 
Marbeck (tl685) was given the task of making plain 
settings of the Church service. English pre-Rerorroa- 
tion Church composers played an important part, 
but unfortunately most of their MS works are stiU 
locked up in college and imiversity libraries (see 
H. Davey, Hist, of English 3fusie, Iiondon, 1895). 

The Church works of this period, we must_ re- 
member, are purely n capella, or unaccompanied. 
This a capella style reached its climax in Palestrina 


(1626-94), who clothed the learning of the Nether- 
lands school with spirituality and dignity. Pales- 
trina’s works are written in both (a) simple chordal 
style, and (6) the complicated polyphonic s^Ie of 
the period, which in its substance is based on imita- 
tive work and lacks the defined periods of the 
simple secular style. His work was founded upon 
the Gregorian chant, and the Marcellus Mass is 
still a model of the more elaborate a capella style. 
Palestrina overshadowed somewhat the fine works 
of his contemporaries, Willaert, the two Gabrielis 
(Andrea and Giovanni), Vittoria, the two Anerios 
(Felice and Giovanni - Francesco), Tallis, C. 
Gondimel (t 1672), and others. For Palestrina see 
W. S. Rockstro, Hist, of Music, ch. vii. ; Hullah, p. 
87 f. ; and G. Balni, Memoirs of Palestrina, Rome, 
1828, Germ, tr., Leipzig, 1834 ; see also Grove, s.v. 

Adrian Willaert, though a Fleming, was chapel- 
master from 1627 to 1663 at St. Mark’s, Venice. 
Prompted by the existence of its two opposite 
music galleries, he wrote compositions for double 
choir, thus presenting effects of contrast and 
climax. 

Out of emulation G. Gabrieli (1657-1612) wrote 
a twelve-part Psalm, as C. von Winterfeld says, for 
‘three choruses, one of deep voices, one of higher, 
and the third consisting of the four usual parts.’ 

‘ Like a tender fervent prayer be^ns the BOnv in the deeper 
chorus, **God he merciful. ...” Then the middle choir con- 
tinues with similar expression, “And cause his face to shine 
upon us." The higher chorus strikes in with the words, “That 
thy way may he known upon earth." In fuU voice the strain 
now resounds from all three choirs, “ Thy saving health among 
all nations ’’ ’ (Winterfeld, Johannes Gabrieli und eein ZeUaUer, 
Berlin, 18SI, ap. Dickinson, p. 170). 

The strong point of the best of this mediaeval un- 
accompanied mass and motet music is its detached, 
exalted, and mystical air, as exemplified in Pales- 
trina. Its weak point is the lack or the emotional 
interpretative element ; this was left to the cere- 
mony and ritual of the Church to suggest and foster. 
Nevertheless, it was this that led to its decay and 
disuse and the substitution of the newer style 
described below, § XII. 

After Palestrina the motet was cultivated by all 
grades of composers. Thepre-Reformation motets 
of the English composers C. Tye, J. Taverner, J. 
Shepherd, B. Fairfax, W. Byrd, and 0. Gibbons 
in pride of place stand next to those of Palestrina. 
In Italy itself the fine motets of T. L. Vittoria 
(1560-1608) were followed Iw the more modem 
works of A. Scarlatti, L. Leo, F. Durante, and G. B. 
Pergolesi, in the latter half of the 17th cent., and 
these are still worthy of study. The sceptre then 
passed to Germany, where the great Johann Sebas- 
tian Bach (1685-1750) reigned supreme, whose mag- 
nificent motets for double choms, such as ‘ Be not 
afraid,’ and ‘Blessing, Glory and Wisdom,’ astonish 
and gratify the artist. Handel’s motets are also 
very fine and well worth reviving. 

The motets of Haydn and Mozart are really can- 
tatas. In England the motet was continued under 
the name of the ‘full anthem.’ S. Wesley’s 
motets are fee examples of the earlier style. In 
later times we have also worthy examples by 
Brahms, Hauptmann, Rheinberger, and Cornelius. 
Mendelssohn’s ‘Hear my Prayer’ is really an 
anthem. 

2 , Passion music. — (o) We have already^ men- 
tioned the earliest example of Passion music— an 
English work by Davy. From the 4th cent, on- 
wards, the history of the Passion has been set 
forth in Holy Week in musical form. 

At first, after the Greek manner, the evente of 
the sacred Passion were disposed in dialogue form 
and chanted and interspersed with choruses, 
arranged like those of jEschylus and Sophocles. 
An ancient plain chant named ‘Cantus P^ionis 
has come down to us,' but its origin and date are 
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unknown. The snbseqnent manner was to divide 
tlio words spoken by (1) the narrator, (2) our Lord, 
and (3) the apostles, or chorus, among three priests 
or deacons, and each one had his own chant. 
This manner seems to have prevailed generally till 
about 1650 or 1670. The interesting Passion music 
of Richard Davy, who was organist of Magdalen 
College, Oxford, in 1490, is according to St. 
Matthew, and for four voices ; it is not written in 
a plain-song, but in free early ICth cent, style. It 
was discovered in a MS choir-book at Eton College 
containing originally 66 motets and 28 magnificats. 
Davy composed also a ‘ Stabat Mater,’ motets, etc. 
This is a specimen of thopre-Reformation treasures 
still in existence, but ns yet mostly neither tran- 
scribed nor reproduced in any form (Davey, p. 90). 

A Passion according to St. John comes next (c. 
1660-70), and after that an early Protestant work 
is found in Keuchenthal’s Book (see ‘Winterfeld, 
Dcr cvanqelischc Kirchengesang, Leipzig, 1843-47), 
published in 1573, in which there arc short choruses 
for the people or crowd, and soliloquies in recita- 
tive form. Vittoria in 1685 wrote a similar work 
in artistic style which, rendered by the pontifical 
choir in Rome, baa since remained a classic 
(Grove, s.v, ‘Passion Music’ ; Naumann, jBm<. of 
Mttsic, pp. 431, 478). 

(6) These works prepared the way for the 
Passion oratorios of H. Schiltz (1585-1672) and J. 
Sebastiaui (1672), who introduced in them Protes- 
tant chorale melodies, of R, Keiser (1673-1739), 
who introduced tho sentimental clement, and for * 
the climax, the magnificent Passion oratorios of 
Bach. Graun’s ‘Der Tod Jesu,’ produced in 1765, 
Haydn’s ‘Seven Last Words’ (1785), Beethoven’s 
‘ Mount of Olives’ (1803), Spohr’s ‘ Calvary ’ (1833), 
and many English works down to tho sincere and 
popular Stainer’s ‘ Crucifixion’ (1887), may be men- 
tioned. 

r<Trt!UTTniR.— C E. H. de Conssemaker, Dratnes litxtr- 
fjimu* du tnot/fn dje, Kennea, 1800 ; gee &I*o literature below, 

S XI., and Oiclcinson, p. 27S IT. 

3. The effect of the ReformaUon. — ^Wo now 
come to tho movement which exerted marked 
influence on the course of Church music. We 
have to remember that so far the music of tho 
Church had been practically confined to tho priests 
and the choir. Tho music-schools were in tho 
hands of the priests, and no effort seems to have 
been made to train the lay element or congrega- 
tion, so that their part was limited practically to 
an occasionally ejaculated ‘Kyrie’ or ‘Amen’; 
the rest involved listening to complicated com- 
positions in the polyphonic stylo set to Latin 
words, and to the Psalms and the Office, also in 
Latin, as set to tho ancient plain-song of the 
Church. The congregation was thus practically- 
ignored. Hence the natural demand of the 
Reformers for simplicity and for a share in the 
worship (see Naumann, p. 429). 

IV. ESOLISB CATHEDRAL JTITS/C.— The music 
of the Reformed Church resolved itself into (a) 
that performed by the choir, in England known as 
cathedral music, and (6) congregational responses, 
chorales, metrical Psalms, and hymns. 

Here it should be noted that the Reformation 
took a comparatively mild course in England. 
Henry VIII. threw off the pope’s authority in 1634. 
The dissolution of tho monasteries began in 1536, 
some 600 monasteries and convents being destroyed. 
Previous to this every monastery and abbey had 
acted as a school of music or song-school for the 
training of the singing priests and boys. The 
choirs at this time of cathedrals, abbeys, universi- 
ties, the Chapel Royal, and private chapels of 
large estates had been well suimlied with Mass and 
motet music by Tallis, Tye, R. Whyte, Fairfax, 
Taverner, Shepherd, and others. In 1536 Church 


music and organ playing were reckoned among 
the eighty -four ‘faults and abuses of religion/ 
andj despite the later publication of the Six 
Articles in which they were defended, enormous 
damage .was done, innumerable MSS by pis' 
Reformation composers being destroyed. Choirs 
wore dispersed and organs broken up. 

It is interesting to relate that Messrs. Novello 
are now, in their ‘Cathedral Series,’ publishing 
some of tho best of the English pre-Reformation 
compositions which have survived, and so far had 
lain in oblivion. Tho boy king Edward VI. was 
won over to tho cause of the Reformation, and 
reforms in doctrine and ritual were brought 
forward. Tho Book of Common Prayer took the 
place of tho Missal and Breviary. The Mass was 
abolished and the Communion Service as set 
forth in tho first Prayer Book of Edward vi. in 
1549 took its place. 

1. The Anglican service.— ^The order of the 
ordinary services was founded to some extent on 
the ancient Latin Office named the Hours, certain 
items being omitted. It contains the responses 
for the people, the canticles, the daily portion of 
the Psalms, and room for a hymn or anthem, and 
also tho Litany, as compiled from tho old litanies 
of the English Church and set ns before to the old 
plain-song. The Communion Service was framed 
on the ancient use of the church of Sarum 
(Salisbury). 

Tho order is one which gives considerable lati- 
tude, since responses, creed. Psalms, and canticles 
may bo said or sung. In a full choral or cathedral 
service these are all sung, the canticles (‘ Te Denm,’ 
etc.) being taken to anthem-like settings; other 
grades of service depend on taste and the capacity 
of the choir, the canticles being chanted and the 
anthem perhaps omitted. The acknowledged guide 
to the full chornl service is now the Cathedral 
Prayer Book (Novello and Co.). 

The first musical reform of the services of the 
Church was accomplished by John Marbeok. 
In 1650 Marbeok made a plain one-part or unison 
setting (founded to some extent on Sarum use) of 
the various responses and liturgical portion of the 
services, as well as of the canticles which were set 
to Gregorian chants; the Psalter was not given. 
The Communion Service commenced with a verse 
from the Psalms as an introit, and tho Command- 
ments, ‘ Gloria in Excelsis,’ ‘ Credo,’ ‘ Sursum 
(jorda/ ‘Sanctus,’ ‘ Benedictus,’ ‘Pater Noster,’ 
and ‘Agnus Dei’ followed. At the revision of the 
Prayer Book in 1552 the introit, ‘Benedictus,’ and 
‘Agnus Dei’ were excluded and the ‘Gloria’ put 
at the end. Marbeck’s settings have certainly an 
Elizabethan ring about them, but they are devo- 
tional even if lacking in characterization. 

LmsBATOlis.— S. Royle Shore, ‘The Choral Eucharist since 
the Eeformatlon,' Tht Cathedral Quarterly, April I9IS; D. 
Slater, 'Additional Notes on Communion Services between 
the Elizabethan and early Yictorian Epochs,’ xb., July 1013. 

2. Choral settings of the Anglican Service. — (o) 
The first book of full choral settings of the Service 
was published by John Day in 1660. It contained 
settings of the ‘TeDeum’ — ^ivith the Ambrosian 
melodies in the tenor part — and a fine Communion 
Service by T. Causton (t 1669), also settings of the 
Litany, the Lord’s Prayer to a chant, and various 
anthems by Tallis and others. Tallis and Tye both 
embraced the Reformation. Tye, in obedience to 
the universal demand which set in for the metrical 
versions of everything, made, a, setting in 1553 of 
such a version of the Acts of the Apostles. Of 
this he completed fourteen chapters in all. These 
were set in a kind of metrical anthem form, dis- 
playing the usual fugal and canonic entries, but in 
simple and clear style. Some portions were after- 
wards arranged ns Psalm tunes, such ns the one 


24 


MUSIC (Christian) 


known as Southwark. Tye’s Service in 6 minor 
has recently been re-pnblished. 

Previous to the Keformation Tallis (t 15S5), who 
wrote mostly in the Dorian mode, had composed 
his importot _ five- and six-part motets and a 
Mass in F. His motet, or ‘ Song of Forty Parts,’ 
written for eight choirs of five voices each, still 
remains a wonder of counterpoint. His anthems 
in Day’s Service-Book and others, his nine tunes 
in Parker’s Metrical Psalter of 1560, and his 
harmonization of the Church responses and Litany 
wdth melody in the tenor keep his name ever before 
us. It is well known that congregations sing, 
not the tenor plain-song in his festal responses, 
but naturally the upper soprano or added part. 
The original arrangement is suitable only for men 
communities (see also Barrett, English Church 
Composers, p. 23). 

Richard Farrant (+ 1681) is knowm for his solid 
and solemn Services and anthems. His association 
with ‘Lord, for thy tender mercies’ sake’ is 
doubted. N. Patrick, N. Strogers, R. Whyte, 
and W. Mundy (tc. 1591) are likewise well-knoivn 
names of the pre-Eeformation period. 

(5) Elizabethan and Stuart periods. — ^W. Byrd 
(t 1623), though a Romanist at heart and a com- 
poser of important compositions for the Roman 
Church, WTote anthems and Services for the 
Reformed Church. His anthem ‘ Bow thine Ear ’ 
and the canon ‘Non nobis domine’ preserve his 
renown. Other works of this period ivere T. 
Morley’s (t c. 1604) fine Burial Service and T. 
Tomkins’ (t 1656) Sendee in C. The Services and 
anthems of Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625), the lead- 
ing composer of this polyphonic period (and known 
as ‘the English Palestrina’), are masterpieces 
of their kind. His ‘ Hosanna to the Son of David ’ 
is still a favourite, and an advance on the heavy 
style of Tallis and Byrd (see also Barrett, p. 68), 

The Stuarts did little for English music, and | 
cathedral choirs were much reduced at this time. 
Adrian Batten' (t 1673), who was about the first 
composer to use bar-lines, is noted for his devo- 
tional full choral Communion Service. 

The historic Barnard’s Collection of Church 
Mitsic, quite a repository of this period, was pub- 
lished in 1661 in the usual parts. These parts 
were dissipated through the Civil Wars and were 
not got together again till 1863. 

The Puritan interregnum now intervened, and 
Parliament decreed that organs should be taken 
down and choral music boolrs destroyed, as already 
mentioned. 

After the Restoration E. Lowe’s Short Direc- 
tions for the Performance of the Cathedral Ser- 
vice, published in 1661, and J. Clifiiord’s Collection 
of Services and Anthems (S9S) and Chants were 
certainly needed (see Rockstro’s interesting account 
of the English school of the Restoration [ch. xv. 
p. 162]). The chants at this period for the Psalms 
and canticles were the ancient Gregorian tones. 

One sign of the changed times is seen in the action of Charles 
n.,' who, ‘ tyred with ye grave and solemn way ' of lallis, Byrd, 
and Gibbons, ‘ordered ye composers of his Chappell to add 
SjTnphonys etc. with Instruments to their Anthems ... to be 
done when he came to ye Chappell . . . after ye French fan- 
tastical light way' (T, Tudway’sft 17S0] collection quoted from 
Bnmpus, j?isf. of Eng. Cathedral Music, p. 123). 

In order to meet the king’s tastes Pelham Hum- 
phreys (1647-74) was sent to France to acquire the 
prevailing Italian style. Humphreys introduced 
the declamatory recitative style and more (^matic 
feelinsj into his anthems, and they are still used. 
For Humphreys see Hullah, p. 120 f. 

The early anthem was practically a motet — x.e. 
WTitten in full chorus and more or less involved 
contrapuntal style — and the modem anthem may 
be said to date from about the time of Humphreys 
and Purcell, with the introduction of more dramatic 


feeling or necessary characterization of the emo- 
tions, solo (or ‘verse’) passages, and accompani- 
ments in the Italian style. 

The anthems and Services of J. Blow (1648-1708) 
are characterized by vigour, pathos, and freshness, 
and give evidence of a new element of imagination. 
These, with the melodious anthems by Michael 
■Wise (t 1687) and the pathetic and expressive works 
of R. Langdon (t 1803), pave the way for Henry 
Purcell (1658-95), the premier genius of English 
cathedral music. By this time the cathedral 
establishments had been fulH restored after the 
Commonwealth. Purcell’s (jhurch works com- 
prise 3 Serwees, 32 anthems, and 20 interesting 
anthems with orchestral accompaniment. The last] 
written for the Chapel EoyH, are mostly verse 
anthems, i.e. intended for solo voices with short 
refrains for chorus and with introductions and 
interludes for the stringed instruments. They are 
characterized by brevity of movement and frequent 
changes of tempo — strong contrasts intended to 
claim the royal interest (see G. P. E. Arkwright, 

‘ Purcell’s Church Music,’ Musical Antiquary, Jan. 
and July 1910). Refined melody and harmony 
combined with great ingenuity are Purcell’s char- 
acteristics. His remarkable ‘Te Deum’ and 
‘Jubilate’ for four voices, strings, trumpets, and 
organ, and the anthems ‘ Out of the Deep ’ and * O 
give Thanks,’ sung at the Purcell Commemoration 
Festival in 1895, may be mentioned as examples. 
For Purcell’s harmonies see Barrett, p. 07. 

Anthems by 'W. Child (+_ 1697) and B, Rogers 
(t 1698) — known for his Service in D — and also the 
works of Henry Aldrich (+ 1710) and the original 
R. Creighton (t 1736) close this period. 

(c) 1700-50. — In this period we have J. Clarke 
ft 1707) with his sympathetic ‘I will love thee,’ 
■W. Croft’s (1678-1727) ‘majestic and melodious’ 
Thirty Select Anthems, Service in A, and Burial 
Service, the ‘Chanting Services’ of J. Hawkins 
(t 1729) andT. Kempton,(t 1762) Ji.e. the Psalms set 
to a single chant — interspersed with florid verses set 
anthemwuse), J. Weldon’s (t 1736) deeply religious 
and modem Six Select Anthems, J. Bishop’s 
(t 1737) Service in D, the simple melodious Services 
of C. IQng (t 1748), the Evening Services of 
T. Kelway (t 1749), and J. Travers’ (t 1768) 
Service in F. The melodious anthems of Maurice 
Greene (t 1755) show Italian and German influence. 
Greene was organist of St. Paul’s Cathedral from 
1718 and the friend of Handel, who took great 
delight in playing the cathedral organ. 

As regards the parish churches, the music appears 
not to have been of a high order. The manners of 
the time have been described in Addison’s Tatler. 
The services were interrupted -with noisy and tricky 
solos on the trumpet and stops of the mixture type 
(mounted comet). 

(d) Later Georgian period. — ^In 1760 appear edW. 

Boyce's unique collection of cathedral music, of 
which modem editions, discarding the old clefs, 
appeared at a later time. Boyce (1710-79) him- 
self, with his massive, dignified, and finely-written 
anthems, which are considered cathedral classics, 
and his contemporaries, J. Kent (t 1776), W. 
Hayes (t 1777) and his son Philip (t 1797), and J. 
Nares (t 1783), who wrote in the popular style, 
open this period. , 

B. Cooke (+ 1793), the writer of glees, chante, 
and Psalm tunes, is kno^vn for his solid Service m 
G : chants by the clever organist, T. S. Dupuis 
(t 1796), Jonathan Battishill’s (t 1801) beautiful 
seven-part anthem ‘Gall to remembrance,’ S. 
Arnold’s (t 1802) Collection of Cathedral Music 
(1790), W. Jackson (t 1803) of Exeter’s simple and 
practical congregational ‘ Te Deum ’ in F (a com- 
position which should be sung fluently in chant 
style and which would be improved by a modem 
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ticcompaniment), T. Alcock’s (t 1806) ‘Miserere,’ 
andT. Ebdon’s (f 1811) ‘Service in C’ complete 
the period. 

At this time the music in our cathedrals had once 
more sunk to a low chb. Fortunately, owing to 
the 19th cent. High Church or Tractarian move- 
ment and the efforts of S. S. Wesley, the necessary 
administrative and musical reforms were intro- 
duced. 

(c) 19th ccnUiry . — ^During this time also support 
for Church composers was lacking somewhat, and 
cheap adaptations of foreign oratorios undermined 
our unique school of English cathedral music. 
Nevertheless J. Clarke Wmtfield (t 1836), with his 
simple melodious anthems, Samuel Wesley (1766- 
1837), son of Charles Wesley the brother of the 
great John Wesley, a musical genius and great 
organist, and Imown for his scholarly motets, and 
T. Attwood (1767-1838), a pupil of Mozart, in his 
Service in F and fine modem anthems, kept in 
touch with the best traditions. Attwood was 
organist of St. Paul’s Cathedral in 1833, when 
Mendelssohn played the organ there on a certain 
memorable occasion. J. Pring; (t 1842), who -wrote 
anthems in Boyce’s style, and W. Crotch (f 1847), 
kno^vn for his pleasing anthems and Service in F, 
also belong to this period. 

The devotional and elevated Services and anthems 
of T. A. Walmislcy (t 1856), the noble Services and 
‘Wilderness’ anthem of S. S. Wesley (t 1876), a 
fine organist; the Sendee in F of Henry Smart 
{i 1879), the leading English organ composer, the 
devotional and melodious anthems of John Goss 
(t 1880), as well as the solid eight-part Service in C 
and fine anthem ‘ It came even to pass ’ of F. A. G. 
Ouseley (t 1889), have kept up the noble traditions 
of the past. 

It is difficult to write of later English composers, 
but the names of C. V. Stanford, J. Stainer, A. S. 
Sullivan, J. Bamby, G, J. Elvey, and E. J. Hopldns 
bring memories of finely-written works, which above 
nil are endowed -udth melody and modern style. 
It only remains for our Church composers to lUng 
off the influence of Mendelssohn and Spohr, to keep 
in touch with past traditions while using virility of 
style and aU modem resources to maintain English 
cathedral music as the noblest school of Church 
music since the days of Palestrina. 

LiTERATuns. — ^Beferenoe may be made to the foUowlnp eelcotcd 
works : J. S. Bnmpus, of English Cathedral llusic, 2 
vols., London, IDOS ; Myles B. Foster, Anthems and Anthem 
Composers, do. 1001; W. A. Barrett, English Church Com- 
posers, do. 18S2 : English llusic (‘ Oar Cathedral Composers 0, 
do. 1006 ; Church llusic Society Occasional Papers, do. 1010-15 ; 
A. M. Richardson, Church llusic, do. 1904 j J . Baden Powell, 
Choralia, do. 1903; G. P. E. Arkwright, ‘Purcell's Church 
Music,' Mtirica! Antiquary, Jan. and Juiy 1010; J. F. 
Rnnciman, Old Scores and h'ew Readings, do. 1809, ch. i. • Our 
last great Musician.’ Different points ol view will be found in 
the two following works; T. F. Forth, Sanctity of Church 
llusic, London, 1014 ; R. B. Daniel, Chapters on Church llusic, 
do. 1894. See, further. Cathedral Prayer Book, do. 1801; J. 
Jebb, Choral Service, do. 1843, The Choral. Re^onses and 
Litanies, 2 vols., do. 1847-67 (contains the various ancient 
usages). 

3. The Anglican chant. — It has been said that 
‘ the principle of using harmonized chants for the 
Psalms anti canticles is neither specially English, 
nor is it the product of the Ileformation or the 
English type of Service ’ (Boyle Shore, ‘ The Early 
Harmonized Chantsof the Church of England,’ Mus. 
Times, Sept. Oct. Nov. 1912, p. 685 f.). In England 
harmonized chants were probably in use a century 
before the Beformation. Abroaa they were in use 
at the beginning of the 16th cent, and probably 
before that. The early harmonized chants consisted 
of the ‘Psalm tones’ ivith melody in the tenor, 
and, like all early music, were barless. They still 
survive under the name of faux-bourdons, and are 
in regular use ns such to the Psalms or Magnificat 
with alternate verses rendered in unison. As the 


tenor plain-song melody has mostly disappeared, 
however, the connexion hardly exists now. As 
with the old Psalm tune, faux-bourdon, or 
tenor melody, does not favour mixed congregational 
singing, and the Anglican chant -with melody in 
the soprano is the natural outcome. In the old 
plain chant Psalters every word was noted — t.e. 
had a note to itself. This was succeeded by the 
long note for reciting purposes and the bar-lines to 
ensure correct endings. These bar-lines have un- 
fortunately proved to bo a snare, because the latter 
measured portion should always be recited os freely 
and at the same speed as the first portion of the 
chant. The -weak point of the Anglican chant in 
long settings is the over-repetition of the same 
harmonies. Hence unison verses are desirable with 
changed harmonica More varied forms, as with 

lain chant, are also to be wished for. The earliest 

ouble chant dates back to one of Byrd’s Collection 
— 1641. In this classit is desirable that the second 
half of the chant should be responsive or sequential 
in form. 

LiTEiUTimE, — The Earless Psalter, London, 1013; P. A. 
Wales, RhylhmicPsaller, Oxford, 1010 ; A. M. Richardson, The 
Psalms : their Slruetxtre and Musical Rendering, London, 1004 ; 
The Responsive Psalter, do. 1013; Faux-bourdon Magnificats and 
Uarmonized Plain Chant Settings by Tallis, Byrd, Gibbons, etc., 
for the Canticles and Psalms, do. 1015 ; H. Grace, * Old 
Engllsli Service Musio,’ in Mus. Times, July 1916. It must be 
noted that these ancient harmonized chant settings of the 
Psalms were much longer compositions than the ordinary 
Anglican chant, as they were liable to alteration, repetition, or 
general free treatment. They were also more richly harmonized. 
Refer also to J. Heywood, Art of Chanting, London, 1893 ; 
J. S. Curwen, Studies in Worship Music, i. 117 ; Grove, 
».v. 'Chant*; R. Bridges, art. ' English Chanting,' In J/uiicoi 
Antiquary, April 1011. 

V. IRISB CnVRCn MFS/C.— Early Irish Church 
music is surrounded with something of mystery. 
An Irishman, St. Gall, founded the musically 
famous monastery called after him, and it was an 
Irish monk who introduced the Eoman chant to 
Cologne about 1025. 

‘Irish Psalmody and Hymnody were distinctly Celtio in the 
first half of the 7th century ’—which is assumed to be about the 
time that plain-song reached Ireland — * and were mainly adap- 
tations of the old Irish pre-Christian melodies- . . . The Irish 
were the earliest to edopt neums os a musical notation of plain 
chant,* and ‘they modified and introduced Irish melodies into 
the Gregorian chant ' (Flood, Bist, of Irish Music, p. 8). 

Early in the 9th cent, organs were introduced, 
Giraldus Cambrensis (t 1220) VTote ; 

'Only In musical instruments 1 find commendable the dill, 
gence of that nation ; in these it Is incomparably superior to 
every other nation we have seen ' (Topographia Mibemica, iii. 
10 ). 

Among the ancient Church MSS the Kilcormick 
Missal of 1468 deserves mention. The ancient 
cathedral of Christ Church, Dublin, kept the light 
burning with its choral Services, except from 1559 
to 1695. Versions of the metrical Psalms -were 
first piinted in 1637, but no music for them ap- 
peared for over a hundred years. The Common- 
weolth made its anti-musical effect felt there also. 

The subsequent Church musical history of Ire- 
land does not seem to be marked in any way. 
Althongh Ireland possesses a store of unique and 
beautiful folk-melodies, and though Irish hymn- 
writers are well known, it does not appear to have 
any essentially distinct hymnody or school of 
composers of sacred music. 

LiTESATnaE.— W. H. G. Flood, Bist. of Irish llusic, Dublin, 
1005; J. S. Bnmpus, ‘Irish Church Composers' (J/usicafAsso- 
ctoKon Papers, vol. xxvi., London, 1000) ; M. Conran, Rational 
Music of Ireland, do. 1846-50. 

VI. Welsh Cburoh music.— T ho early musical 
history of Wales is also somewhat clouded, A 6th 
cent, saying of the bard Taliesin, ‘ No musician is 
skilful unless he extols the Lord,’ implies ancient 
interest in sacred music. Beyond this and the 
well-known 12tb cent, passage from Giraldus Cam- 
brensis {Descriptio Cambria:, iii. 3), to the effect 
that the Welsh sang not in unison hut in parts 
there is little definite information about Welsh 
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masic before the beginning of the 19th century. 
A Welsh tune _ is mentioned in Ravensoroft’s 
Psalter, and it is said that the hymns of Rees 
Prichard (1579-1644) ■were sung throughout Wales 
in his days. Edmund Prys (1641-1624) was the 
author of a Welsh metrical version of the Psalms. 

In modem days, however, Welsh hymns are well 
worthy of study. It is calculated that there are 
some 4000 of them. They are mostly emotional in 
type, but grave and solemn themes are to be found, 
both traditional and modern. A number appear 
in the English Hymnal. 

LiTERATimE. — Reference should be made to the Hymnals of 
the various Welsh denominations and to Grove, and especially 
to A Riley, ‘ Concerning HjTnn Tunes and Sequences ' fcAurcA 
Husic Soc. Papers, i and 5), London, 1916, ch. vii. ; E. 'walker. 
Hist, of Music in England, Oxford, 1907, p. 325 f.; H. F. 
Cborley, The National Music of the Worlds, London, 1911. 

VII. American Church music.— I he music 
of America began in a religious atmosphere. The 
Pilgrim Fathers sang the old Psalm tunes of their 
fathers, and the Bay Psalm-Book, published 1640 
at Cambridge, Mass., exerted a wide)influence, over 
70 editions being published. The musical settings 
were limited, and Ravenscroft was drawn upon. 
The first organ was imported, after much opposi- 
tion, in 1713, and choirs and singing-schools were 
formed not long afterwards. W. mllings’ New 
England Psalm Singer appeared in 1770 and Isaac 
Watts’ Hymns began to make headway, while 
modem music mi^t be said to have made its 
advent with the Handel and Haydn Society, founded 
in Boston in 1815. The Church tunes of Lowell 
Mason (t 1872), a leader of American music, 
exercised strong influence. 

Of modem American composers of sacred music 
H. W. Parker, J. C. D. Parker, and Dudley Buck 
must be mentioned as having done good work. 

The weakness of the American non-liturgic 
Churches is the want of a definitely authorized 
order of services. The great freedom of choice 
opens the way equally to the American gospel 
hymn (mostly fit only for shouting at a street 
comer) and some tawdry operatio-like choms from 
a modern Mass. i 

‘Happy are the people who, like the Qemians or the Scots, 
have inherited in the past generations such noble thln^ ns the 
chorales with their splendid tunes, or the metrical Psalms with 
their fine melodies from differ rnt quarters ' (FuUer-Maitland, 
Church Music Society Paper, London, 1910, p. 18). 

Musically speaking, there are weat opportuni- { 
ties for American Churches if -wisdy guided. j 

LiTEiiATOiiE. — L. C. Elson, The National Music of America, 
Boston, 1900 ; F. L. Ritter, Music in America, London, 1884 ; 
N. D. Gould, Hist, of Church Music in America, Boston, 1853 ; 
J. S. Curwen, Studies in Worship Music, i. 67; P. Lutkin, j 
Music in the Church, Milwaukee, 1910. i 

VIII. Metrical psalmody.— x. The Lutheran | 
chorale. — It was the belief of the Middle Ages, 
following the dictum of St. Paul, that women I 
should keep silent in the churches, and until the i 
Reformation all singing of Psalms and hymns was 
restricted to the male choir and the clergy and j 
conducted in Latin. The 16th cent, brought the 
invention of printing and the Reformation, and it 
might be said that, in one sense, the Reformation 
•wa-s a movement for the rights of the people — in 
this case, the right of the people to participate 
fully in divine worship. Up to the 10th cent. 
German congregational song had consisted of one 
phrase, ‘Kyrie Eleison,’ usually an ejaculation 
only, but sometimes set to a plain-song melody as 
a kind of refrain and termed a Leisen. 

Among the numerous German popular songs 
were many of a religious nature, some of them 
written by well-known poets. In the 14th cent, 
many of these were adapted to secular tunes. 

The Hymn Book of the Bohemian Brethren, nn 
order ■virtually founded by Hus, the Bohemian 
martyr, led the way in 1505. These hymns were 


founded upon (1) the Psalms, (2) the old Latin 
hymns, and (3) the old vernacular religious songs 
and the tunes from older melodies both secular 
and religions. 

Luther, in his PormulcB Missce of 1523, removed 
from the Mass everything savouring of the act of 
sacrifice and intercession through the saints. Three 
years later he added to it congregational chorales, 
while the Creed, ‘ Agnus Dei,’ and ‘ Sanctus ’ were, 
he ordered, to be sung in metrical form in German. 
A little before, in 1524, he had been moved ‘ after 
the example of the Prophets and ancient Fathers 
of the Church to make German Psalms for the 
People’ (Letter to George Spalatin), and in that 
year his Ghristliche Lieder, Lobgesange und Psal- 
men appeared. It included eight metrical hymns 
and a selection of metrical Psmms with five times 
— German psalmody was always of a mixed nature. 

Other collections followed with the tunes derived 
as before from (1) Latin hymns, (2) popular re- 
ligious songs, (3) secular songs, (4) melodies of the 
knightly Minnesinger and Meistersinger gUds, and 
(6) foreign tunes. These tunes showed great variety 
of metre; the arbitrary equalizing and drawling 
out the rhythm was a later innovation. Some of 
the tunes were adaptations by Luther, but Criiger 
(1644) was the principal later contributor, while 
Bach harmonized a large number in difierent styles 
for difierent purposes (see C. Sanford Terry, Bach's 
Chorales, London, 1915). 

In accordance with the monastic custom, the 
melodies when harmonized were put in the tenor 
art, the upper parts, or descant, being sung by 
oys. Played on the organ, these upper parts 
proved an obstacle to the congregation, and the 
organ in the Lutheran Church was allowed to be 
used only alternately or to preludize. In motet 
settings for the choir alone the organ could, of 
course, be used. 

The Lutheran Church continued the unison 
singing of Psalms and chorales ivithout organ 
accompaniment till about 1650, when it was found 
possible to use an independent chordal acoom- 
animent, and so the bogey of descant was put 
own. 

For the same reason — the distraction of descant 
upper parts — the Genevan Church banned the use 
of the organ altogether for the next two centuries, 
and the Scottish Church, as founded on the Genevan 
order, followed suit. This is the result of the 
monastic arrangement of the melody for men (tenor 
part) instead of the natural highest voices, those 
of women and children. This tenor arrangement 
continued for a long period — in Scotland down to 
about 60 years ago, the precentor usually being a 
tenor. 

Litebattos.— G. R. Woodward, 'German Hymnody • {Musi- 
cal Association Paper), London, 1905-06 ; Songs of Syon, do. 
1904 ; Grove, e.vv. ‘ Chorale,’ ' Luther ’ ; G. W. Stewart, Music 
in the Church, oh. v.; J. Zahn, Melodies of the Geman Church 
Song, 0 vole. (8806 chorales), Gfitersloh, 1889 ; Dickinson, p. 
2231.; E. Naumann, Hist, of Music, Eng. tr.s, ch. xiiL; Curwen, 
U. 121-161. 

2 . Genevan psalmody. — Eighteen years after 
Luther’s first collection there appeared in 1542 the 
30 metrical Psalm versions of Cl6ment Marot, a 
French poet. Sung to secular melodies, they 
became extraordinarily popular at the frivolous 
court of Francis I. 

John Calvin, the French Protestant convert, had 
arrived in Strassburg as a refugee, and, following 
Luther’s example, brought out in 1539 a collection 
of 18 Psalms with tunes mostly of German origin. 
This Strassburg collection became later the founda- 
tion in both music and words of the first Bourgeois, 
or French, Huguenot Psalter of Geneva of 16fS, 
the music of which was edited by Louis Bourgeois, 
a Parisian music-master settled in Geneva. Mean- 
while in 1539 (the same year as the Strassburg 
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collection) one Symon Cock pntlished Two 
Hundred and Fifty-nine Hymns or Sacred Songs, 
arranged in groups under the heading of the music 
of the tune appropriate to the particular metre, 
the melodies being of mixed origin, ns before. 
Next year the same publisher brought out the 
remarkable Soutcr Liedekens Collection, I64O, con- 
taining the -whole of the 160 Psalms in a metrical 
version in the Flemish language, each Psalm being 
receded by its appropriate tune, the tunes, as 
efore, of mixed origin ; but a ‘ largo proportion 
of the music is adapted to that of the popular songs 
of the day — the titles of the same being given’ 
(see Mus. Times, April 1913, p. 240). It must bo 
remembered, however, that at this period little 
distinction can bo made between secular and re- 
ligious style in song. This work contained also 
versions of the canticles and sacred songs of the 
Bible, together with the Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ 
Creed, ete. In 1656 Clemens von Papa harmonized 
a selection of the melodies. 

Bourgeois had charge of the French Geneva 
Psalter from 1642 to 1557, and this collection was 
much drawn upon later for English, Genevan, and 
Scottish Psalters. The 1562 edition contained 125 
tunes, including those to the ‘spiritual songs’ 
(canticles, etc., in metrical form). 

During Queen Mary’s reign English and Scottish 
Protestant refugees gathered together in Frankfort 
and Geneva, and in 1656 we find the first English 
Genevan Psalter issued for them with the approval 
of Calvin. It contained 61 Psalms in the Sternhold 
and Hopkins version, each one sot to a double 
common-metre tune, and was published by Crespin. 
As the French metres were different, these tunes 
must have been adapted or composed specially. It 
is noteworthy that 42 of these tunes were trans- 
ferred to the Scottish Psalter of 1664, and 32 of 
them appear in the complete work of 1635. 

LnwiATonc. — O. Donen, Clement itarot et le ptautier 
huiruenot, 2 vola., Paris, 1878-70 ; Grove, s.v. ‘Bourgeois,’ etc. 

3 . English psalmody, — Meanwhile versifiers of 
the Psalms had been busy in England and Milos 
Coverdale’s Thirteen Goostly Psalmes apneared in 
1539 with settings to Gregorian tones ana tunes of 
German origin. This work was prohibited. 

About 1M6 Wedderbum’s Scottish version ap- 
peared, but without music. 

Authorized by Edward VI., Thomas Stemh old’s 
first version of 19 Psalms appeared in 1647, and the 
whole of the Psalter by one Bobert Crowley in 
1649, The latter contained a plain chant for the 
chanting of the metrical version, an intermediate 
device frequently copied in later ivorks, especially 
in the Walloon and Scottish Churches. The year 
1553 saw Francis Seagar’s 19 Psalms set to music 
in four parts in motet s^le. 

With the accession of Queen Elizabeth in 1668 
the Genevan Psalter of the English and Scottish 
refugees became popular in England. The Psalter 
itself was completed by 1562, but it did not contain 
more than 65 tunes, cross-references being made 
where necessary. The following year, 1663, saw 
the first harmonization of the tunes in four parts 
■with additions and settings of specimen verses only, 
Day being the publisher. Up to this time the 
melodies only had appeared. The Reformed 
Church of Calvin did not allow singing in parts 
till the 19th cent., but for private use Bourgeois 
had issued in 1547 a complete Psalter harmonized 
in four parts, the melody, as usual in the tenor 
part. Le Jeune’s more elaborate motet settings 
appeared in 1580 ; his simple settings did not 
appear till after his death in 1601-02. 

In the English Reformed Church there were two 
musical currents running side by side. The more 
artistic side, with its unique traditions of cathedral 
music, was maintained in the cathedrals and larger 


churches, where choirs and organs were available. 
In the ordinary parish churches metrical Psalms 
only were sung. ‘ Lining out ’ by the ‘ derk,’ or 
precentor, was the order, singing in unison -without 
organ accompaniment the rule. Zeal for the Re- 
formation did not favour artistic musical develop- 
ment for the time being, though later on mwAc 
advanced till the Puritan Commonwealth came 
into power. 

Metrical Psalm-singing became the -visible sign 
of the Refonnation. By the year 1600 ‘6000 
people, old and young of both sexes,’ could be seen 
at St. Paul’s Cross after the service, singing to- 
gether (Stiypo’s A nnafj [see Curwen, i. 1 ]). 

There was but one obstacle to general and 
hearty congregational singing in the churches, and 
that was the melody in the tenor part. The reform 
of this was furthered principally by the German 
Osiander and Lobwasser Psalters of 1586 and 1694 
respectively. S. Marschall, who edited the latter 
(Basel, 1606), refers to the tenor melody arrange- 
ment as being unsuitable, 

• For It brings those unlearned In music (the larger part of 
the congregation) often into a state of uncertainty so that they 
often know not what is being sung, because the melody is 
crowded among the other voice parts, some of which are being 
sung above, some below ’ (see Stainer, ‘ On Musical Introductions 
in, certain Metrical Psalters,’ ilutical Association Lecture, 
London, 1900, p. 25). 

At this time, os in the later Scottish Psalter of 
1635, no bar-lines existed, and, though the lines 
contain notes of various lengths and are in varied 
rhythm, yet the notation is frequently erratic with 
regard to both the uncongrogational syncopations 
(borrowed from cathedral choir music) and balance 
of sentences. It was probably this kind of thing 
that prompted the exposition of the rudiments of 
music which began to appear in all psalmody col- 
lections. 

Notable English Psalters and psalmody collec- 
tions were as follows ; 

1679— William Damon'a Collection, in four parts to specimen 
verses and in plain stylo: settings in motet stylo were 
issued in 1601. 

1692— T. Este’s Psalter, with 67 tunes ; better harmonizations. 

1609— B. Alison’s Psalter', melody pven to treble part; 10 
tones lor use in common. 

1601 — W. Barley’s Psalter (a later ed. of Esto) ; settings by 
Morloy and Bennett. 

1021— T. Kavenscroft’s Psalter ; leading work ; 100 setUngs ; 
tunes classlQed. 

1623—0. Wither’s Hymns and Songs of the Church ; consists 
of paraphrases of Bible canticles; contains 16 tunes by 
Gibbons in two parts. 

1030 and 1048— G. Sandys’ Psalter, to a new version with 21 
two-part tunes by Lawes ; later in three parts. 

In 1649 the Commonwealth came into power and a high 
standard of music was not encouraged. The metrical 
Psalms were sung in unison without organ, and by the time 
of the Bestorotion in 1600 the tunes in use bad dwindled 
down to half a dozen. 

1071 — J. Playford’s Psalter ; 47 tunes. Playlord began the 
‘barbarous method’ in England of ignoring the original 
marked and varied rhythm, so essential for good singing 
and congregational interest, and reduced all notes to the 
same length. 

1077— Three-part edition of Playford containing the whole of 
the ‘ Church tunes,’ with melody in the treble. 

1698— Tate and Brady version, wth supplement of tunes 
mostly from Playford ; editions down to about 1860. 

From this time (1698) on miscellaneous collections of 
psalmody by illiterate editors swarmed under such titles as 
uarps of Sion, Melodies of the Heart, etc. 

1718— J. Chetham’s Collection, widely circulated. 

1843 — J, P. Hulloh’s Psalter; old style with syncopated 
effects. 

1847 — ^W. H. Havergal’s Old Church Psalmodg. 

1852 — H. E. Dibdln’s Standard Psalm Pooh, 

Metrical psalmody flourished in English parish churches 
till about 1800. Since then it has practically been confined 
to Presbyterian churches. 

4 . Psalmody ornamentation.— One past feature 
should be noted, -viz. the craze which set in about 
1650 or earlier for ornamenting the notes of the 
tune. The 1659- Gobert edition of the Godeau 
Metrical Psaffrr issued bytheFrencb Catholics (but 
later suppressed) gives directions for ornamenting 
by means of slurs, shakes, and turns; This absurd 
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idea was no donbt prompted by the Italian solo 

t races of the period and also possibly by florid 
gures of plain-song. This corruption lasted for 
some time; Chetham’s Psalter of 1718 gives in- 
stances of the ‘old way’ of singing, as it was 
termed, and there are reminiscences in Jaclrson’s 
‘Te Deum’ in P. Interesting to relate, this 
method still prevails in the remote Highlands of 
Scotland, where, however, the ornamentation has 
rendered the ancient melodies of Scottish psalmody 
practically unrecognizable (for examples see Lach- 
Imi Macbean, Songs and Hymns of the, Gad, Stir- 
ling, 1900), and they have become, to all intents and 
purposes, difierent tunes. See also Stewart, p. 
152 f. 

5- Scottish psalmody. — Scottish psalmody, like 
English psalmody, is essentially founded on that 
of Geneva. The Scottish Protestant refugees, 
together with J ohn Knox and other Scottish leaders 
of the Reformation, assembled together for worship 
in Prankfort and Geneva, and, as mentioned, their 
manual was the English Genevan Psalter, from 
which many tunes were transferred to the first 
Scottish Psalter of 1664. 

In Scotland from the 13th cent, onwards music 
had been taught to the boys at the old Church 
(Grammar) or ‘Sang Sehules,’ and this was con- 
tinued after the Reformation till about 1700. 
With the advent of the Reformation «iianting was 
no doubt discontinued and organs were removed 
(see Livingstone’s reprint of the 1635 Psalter, 
Glasgow, 1864, dissertation i. pp. 2, 15). Thomas 
Mace, in his remarkable and quaint MusicKs 
Monument of 1676, directs attention to the ‘sang 
sehules ’ of Scotland as being worthy of imitation 
in England (see W. Milne Gibson, Tm Old Scottish 
Precemor, p. 6, ‘ Sang Sehules 
In 1566 a MS harmonized version of the 1564 
Psalterwasmadeor ‘noted’ by Thomas Wood, vicar 
of Sanctandrous. The harmonizations were done 
by the Scottish organists and priests, David Peebles, 
J. Angus, Andrew Blackball, John Puthie, and 
Andrew Kemp (for an account of this remarkable 
first harmonized Scottish Psalter see J. W. 
McMeeken, Scottish Metrical Psalms, p. 107 f.). 

From 1700 psalmody was at a low level, but a 
revival took ^ace in Aberdeen about 1760, which 
the evangelist Wesley’s visit in 1761 further stimu- 
lated, and the good example thereupon spread 
throughout Scotland (see Stewart, p. 161 f., and 
Gibson, pp. 25 f., 35). 

Notable Scottish Psalters are the foUowrng : 

1664 — Scottish Psalter, founded on the Genevan collection of 
1656 issued for the English and Scottish refugees ; contained 
105 proper tunes, melodies only. 

1666 — Harmonized version, ed, T. Wood. 

1696 — Andrew Hart’s ed. of Scottish Psalter, containing metri- 
cal doxologies. 

1616 — Ed. of Scottish Psalter, containing also 12 common tunes 
ns a separate class. 

1626 and 1629 — E. Eaban’s Aierdeen Psalter, harmonized 
in four parts and with tunes in reports (see Gibson, 
p. 19). 

1631 — In 1631 King Charles tried to foist on the people the 
high-flown version (really by Earl of Stirling) which his 
father James i. was reported to have made. This, along 
with Laud’s Liturgy, was rejected, and the episode was 
ended by the romantic revolt of Jenny Geddes in St. Giles’ 
Cathedral in 1638. 

1635 — ^This important and unusually complete Psalter con- 
tained, besides the proper tunes, 31 common tunes and 8 in 
reports, i.e, constructed in imitative form ; also the usual 
metrical spiritual songs, metrical Lord’s Prayer, Creed, etc. 
The tunes were of Genevan, English, and Scottish origin 
with their original and varied rhythm and metre. The weak 
X>ointa were the harmonies — which are poorly done — and, 
for the rest, those of the period, viz. the general unsuitable- 
ness of most double common-metre tunes, the syncopated 
eflects, and the indefinite tonality and rh^hm common to 
this early polj-phonic period. 

Reference should bo made to the fine Livingstone reprint 
of this Psalter. 

1650— The new Scottish authorized version of the Psalms (as 
at present in use) appeared, but unfortunately no tunes 
were provided, and Scotland before long became dependent 


on imported English collections, though a number of the 
fine Scottish tunes were kept alive. 

. Various Scottish collections of times now appeared, such 
as those of T. Bruce (1726), T. Moore (1760), R. Bremner 
(1756), J. Thomson (177S), R. Gilmour (1793), and H. Boyd 
(1793). The Steven Collection of 1800 brought in the florid 
emotional tune ; and the collections of J. Robertson from 
1814 on (‘Seraph’ selection, 1827), W. Mitchison (1830), 
J. Turnbull (1840), A. Hume (1844), Bonnccord (1845), 
G. Cameron (1865) (continued by J. S. Harr) also included 
these times together with those in previous use. 

Official Church collections began to appear from 1846, 
eschewing tunes with repeats, but also (under English 
editorship) omitting many of the fine national tunes, and 
the introduction of the cut-leaf system, while favouring 
precentors of very limited capabilities, has also restricted 
the choice generally to a few favourites, which are unduly 
repeated in various settings, with the inevitable clashing of 
associations. 

Fortunately, the traditions of the grand old 
psalmody still prevail in Scotland and in parts of 
Ireland and Wales, to the great gain of the con- 
gremtional singing. While all Churches admit 
the Psalms as the foundation of the musical service, 
the chanting of some of them at least is necessary 
if the congregation is to obtain the bird’s-eye view 
or insight into the meaning of the whole. If chant- 
ing, however, is admittedly difficult for the choir, 
it IS much more so for the congregation, who almost 
invariably do not possess pointed Psalters ; hence 
the chanting of the Psalms can rarely become 
universally congregational in aspect. Therefore it 
is best to use also the metrical version, presuming 
that all worship should be congregational — except 
the anthem, which, as the ‘sermon of the choir,’ 
is an instrument for good. The authorized Scottish 
version is by far the nearest to the Bible version, 
though revision is certainly required in some 
respects; the provision of additional (and alter- 
native) metres would also be a gain. Concerning 
the congregational element see H. C. Shuttlewortb, 
The Place of Music in Public Worship, London, 
1893 ; also Stewart, ch. x. 

LiTEBAitmE.— Cnrwen, i. ‘The Old Parochial rPealmody * ; 
Daniel, Chapters on Church Music, Appendices A end B; 
H. A. Glass, Story of the Metrical Psalters, do. 1888 ; Grove, 
s.v. ‘ Psalter,’ etc. ; H. Davey, Bist. of JSnglish Music, London, 
1895; F. L. Ritter, Music in England, do. 1884; Oxford 
Bist. of Music, Oxford, 1991-05, ifi. ; reprints of the Este 
and of the Ravenscroft Collections ; J. W. McMeeken, Bist. 
of Scottish Metrical Psalms, Glasgow, 1872 ; G. W. Stewart, 
Music in the Church ; J. Love, Scottish Church Music, 
Edinburgh, 1891 ; W. M. Gibson, The Old Scottish Precentor, 
Aberdeen, 1907; C. G. McCrie, Public Worship qf Presbyterian 
Scotland, Edinburgh, 1892, p. ^7. 

IX. Modern btmnodt.— T he first stage in this 
eriod is occupied by the hymns of Isaac Watts, 
ased mostly, like those of Luther, on the Psalms. 
It was, however, the Wesleyan revival that again 
brought about real congregational worship. Just 
as the sinring of the Lutheran chorales and the 
metrical ftalms of the Genevan English and 
Scottish Reformers carried through and firmly 
established the Reformation, so the Wesleyan 
hymn was a great means of reviving the whole 
Church in Britain. Previous to the last revival 
ordinary English Church psalmody had once^ more 
subsided into a moribund condition. Only in the 
English cathedrals was a higher order of musical 
service kept up, and that with fluctuations. To 
both sides the AYesleyan revival was, through its 
music and its hymns, an element of good ; the new 
energy of its rhythm and its fervour carried all 
before it. Needless to say, however, like all 
novelties and new movements, it was carried to 
excess in the florid repeating tunes of last century. 
This element has now died out, and in its place we 
have the tunes of Dykes, Bamby, Smart, Sullivan, 
Monk, Hopkins, and others. These tunes preserve 
the variety of rhythm and the energy which the 
Wesleyan movement revived, but with the addition 
of the element of sentimentality— -an element not 
necessarily weak or bad, bub which has been over- 
done, probably as the result of the Mendelssohnian 
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wave, the efTect of which is not yet spent. The 
hest collections are Epmns Jticicnt and Modern, 
English Hymnal, and Scottish Hymnary. 

liiTEPJkTUiiE.— J. Julian, Diclionary 0 / Uymnology\ London, 
1907 ; W. G. Horder, The Uyinn Later, do. 1889 ; J. Brownlie, 
LTymns and Hymn Wrilers, do. 1899; J, Heywood, Church 
Bymnody, do. 1881; R. E. Welsh and F. G. Edwards, 
Romance 0 / Psalter and Uymnal, do. 1889 ; A. Riley, ' Con- 
cerning Ilj-nin Tunes and Seemences’ (Church Music Society 
Papers, 4 and B), do. lOlB; W. S. Pratt, JlfusfcaJ Ministries, 
Kaw York, 1901; J. T. Lightwood, Ei/inn Tmws and their 
Story, London, 1014; W. Cowan and J. Love, ilJueia cif 
Scottish Uymnary, do. 1001 ; historical cd. of Hymns A-ncient 
and Moderti (literary Introd.). 

X. Tub CnxjRcn CASTATA.—'Zy the word ‘can- 
tata’ was originally meant anything that was sung, 
as the word ‘ sonata’ meant a piece that was sounded 
or played. The modem cantata differs from the 
oratorio only in its exclusion of the dramatic and 
epic elements— c. (7., the soloists do not represent 
certain personages— and it is usually not laid out 
on so large a scale. The Church cantata is jjraoti- 
cally analogous to the modern anthem, hut it is 
usually on a more extended scale and generally 
given orchestral accompaniments. Handd’s 12 fine 
Chandos anthems, written (1718-20) while ho was 
acting a-s chapel-master and organist at the princely 
estate of Cannons near Edgwarc, arc really Church 
cantatas. The 6th Chandos anthem, e.g„ contains 
four solos and four choruses,^ the opening one of 
which is built up on the English Psalm tune, ‘ St. 
Anne.’ Handel manages to incorporate something 
of the uni(jue style of English cathedral music as 
instanced in the works of his great predecessor, 
Purcell. 

Tho dally musical scn'lce at Cannons was ‘ performed by a 
choir of voices and inetrumenta superior In numbers and excel- 
Icnco to that of any sovereign prince In Europe ' (tiandel (Great 
Musician Scries J, p. G3f.). 

The Church cantata as defined seems to have 
first developed in Gonnany, flourishing especially 
in tho time preceding Bach. Cantatas were written 
for the great festivals of the Church in accordance 
with the Christian year and for festal occasions. 
D. Buxtehude, G. P. Telemann, and Bach's uncles, 
Miohacl and Johann (Dhristoph, WTote specimens 
before Bach himself wrote his 295 Church cantatas, 
of which 198 have survived. Tho Gorman chorale 
is particularly identified with these cantatas, and 
they usually comprise a chorus, founded on a 
chorale which is repeated by itself, with recitatives, 
arias, and duets. They were usually written for 
four voices and full orchestra, and comprised from 
four to seven movements, the text being verses from 
the Bible and chorales. 

In the Advent cantata ‘ Sleepers, wake ’ (written 
1742), the opening chorus is built up on tho fine 
stately chorale ‘ Wake, awake ’ (employed also by 
Mendelssohn in ‘ St. Paul ’) : the second verse is 
sung as a separate movement (later with elaborate 
accompaniment), and the third verse in four parts 
concludes the cantata ; two recitatives and two 
duets complete the whole. The orchestra parts 
are for strings, two oboes, and organ. 

These beautiful works are only recently becoming 
known in this country. No doubt they_ ivill yet 
earn full recognition in Britain and America. 

English composers have also made a special 
feature of the Church cantata. The following are 
the most representative cantatas for the special 
festivals of the Christian year. 


Advekt — ‘S leepors, wake,' and ‘God's Timo’ (Bach); ‘The 
Two Advents' (Garrett); ‘Voces olamantlura' (termed a 
motet) (Parry) ; ‘ Advent Hjmn ’ (Schumann). 

OumsTMAS — ‘The Holy Child' (Adams); ‘The Story of Beth- 
lehem' (West); ‘Christmas Eve' (Gade); one of the six 
portions of Bach's ‘ Christmas Oratorio.’ 

CniiiST’s CncoiFixios— ‘Tlie Last Night in Bethany' (Leo 
Williams); ‘Watch ye’ (Bach); ‘Olivet to Calvary‘ 
(Maunder) ; ‘ Stabat Mater ’ (DvorAk and Stanford). 

Eabteb — ‘ Christ lay ’ (Bach) ; ‘ The Transfiguration ’ (Cowen). 

WniTSONTiDE— ‘God BO loved’ (Bach); ‘Veni Creator ’ (Mac- 
kenzie); ‘Ught of Life’ (Elgar); ‘The Story of Bethany’ 
(Edwards). 


OimisT’s AsoENStoN— ‘Ascensiontide’ (Coward); ‘God goeth 
up' (Bach); ‘The Ascension ’ (Steane). . 

Hakvest — ‘ lAuda Blon’ (Mendelssohn); ‘Juhileo Cantata' 
(Weber) ; Harvest cantatas by Garrett, Leo Williams, West, 
and Maunder. 

Geneiul — IS th, 42nd, and OGth Psalms (Mendelssohn); IStb 
Psalm (Liszt): ‘God, thou art great' (Spohr); 'Rebekah' 
and‘ThoIiOrdi8King’(Barnhy); ‘ Daughter of Jairus,’ ‘St. 
Mary Magdalene,’ etc. (Stainer). 

LtTERATiniE. — Grove, s.v. ‘lUrohen Cantaten’; G. W. 
Stewart, Mtisfo in the Church, ‘Bach's Cantatas’; E. O. 
Prout, Some Notes on Bach's Church Cantatas, liondon, 1007. 

XI. Oratorio. — It; will he easily understood 
that Passion music is bound up with the early 
oratorio, Tiio early miracle-plays and renderings 
of Passion music inevitably suggested the oratorio. 
Commedia Spiritualc were performed in Italy in 
1243 and 1298, and Geisilxeke Schauspiele became 
common in Germany about 1322. 

The term ‘oratorio’ originated in Rome, where 
St. Philippo Nori (t 1595) gave ‘ Azioni Sacri ’ in the 
oratory nefj oining the church. The sermon occupied 
the first portion ; tho second consisted of a drama- 
tized story from Scripture written in verse and set 
to simple music as chorus and solo by the chapel- 
master Animuccia. It will be remembered that 
Vittoria, tho compo.ser of more advanced Passion 
music, was a contemporary, and also lived in Rome. 
In 1600 the sacred drama, ‘L’Anima ed il Corpo,’ 
was produced by Emilio del Cavaliere in Rome. 
Other similar works followed, and these, together 
with the still interesting oratorios of G. Canssimi 
(1604-74) (with their advanced type of recitative 
and chorus) and tho works of Alessandro Scarlatti 
(1693 and 1705) (who employed the old Church styleh 
all prepared the way for the masterly works of 
Handel. 

Handel in his youth wrote an oratorio in the 
dramatic ‘ Passion ’ style while at Hamburg in 1704, 
and in tho Italian manner at Rome in 1708, but 
not till 1720— when he composed his first English 
oratorio ‘Esther’ — does he reach a position of sup- 
remacy. His immortal ‘ Messiah ’ was written m 
1742, and performed in Dublin ; the others which 
still claim the affections of the public are ‘ Judas 
Maccabseus,’ ‘ Samson,’ ‘ Israel in Egypt,’ ‘ Solomon,’ 
and ‘Jophthah,’ his lost work, written when blind- 
ness was approaching. His mighty choruses, built 
like a cathedral combining science, symmetry, and 
artistic truth, and the telling and direct solos, which 
in their characterization go straight to the heart, ■u’ill 
always appeal to lovers of good music. Inspired 
by Handel’s success, Haydn wrote his ‘ Creation,’ 
though in a very different style — in fact, in the 
language of the orchestra rather than the voice — 
and it was produced in 1798. Since then a succes- 
sion of fine works in different styles has been pre- 
sented in Spohr's ‘ Last Judgment,’ Mendelssohn’s 
‘St. Paul’ and ‘Elijah,’ Brahms’ ‘German Re- 
quiem,’ Sullivan’s ‘Prodigal Son,’ Mackenzie’s 
‘ Roseof Sharon,’ and Elgar’s ‘ Vision of Gerontius.’ 

Litebatdke.— F or the study of the subject generally refer to 
A. W. Paterson, Story oj Oratorio, London, 1902 ; Grove, s.w. 
•Oratorio,” Passion Music,' etc. ; G. P. Upton, The Standard, 
Oratorios, Chicago, 1886 ; A. Mees, Choirs and Choral Music, 
London, 1001; F. L. Ritter, Music in America, do. 1884; 
Introduction to Baoh’s Matthew Passion, ed. Novello; E. O. 
Prout, Some Notes on Bach’s Church Cantatas ; Handel (Great 
Musician Series), do. 1890; A. Schwelzer, J. S. Bach, Leiprig, 
1908, tr. E. Newman, London, 1911 ; A W. Pollard, English 
Miracle Plays, Oxford, 1800 ;lStewart, Music in the Church, s.v. 

XII. The modern concertized JIJass.— T he 
modem Mass is entirely different in style from the 
early polyphonic and unaccompanied Masses which 
culminated in those of Palestrina. It was, in fact, 
founded on Italian opera, which originated in the 
PlorentineG. Caccini’s efforts (1658-1640) to emulate 
the Athenian drama. A declamatory recitative, 
followed by the accompanied recitative, evolving 
later into the grand aria with all the Italian’s 
passion for melody and display, together ivith the 
addition of simple choras-work, provided the 
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material. The composers of this period TVTote for 
both Church and opera, and the spirit of the 
theatre invaded the Church. The demand for 
melody got the better of ecclesiastical tradition. 
Women were admitted into the Church choirs, and 
the prima donna was given an opportunity to dis- 
play the new florid vocalism. 

But 'the first step in the decay of true Catholic sacred music 
was the introduction into it of orchestral instruments.’ 
Through them it assumed ‘ a sensuous character.* ‘ The virtu- 
osity of the instruments at length called fortli in the singers a 
simUar virtuosity, and ere long the secular operatic taste pene- 
trated into the Church. Certain portions of the sacred text, 
like the Christe eleison, were marked out as standing texts for 
operatic airs, and singers trained in the manner of the Italian 
opera were brought into the Church to deliver them ' (Richard 
Wagner, Gesammelte Schriften, Leipzig, 1871-83, ii. 336; cf. 
Wemmann, Sist. of Church Music), 

It was natural, to some extent, that the music of 
the Mass should follow the style of the cantata, 
oratorio, and opera with their fully developed florid 
axias, duets, etc., complete orchestra, and declama- 
tory chorus. Hence we find that the Masses of 
Haydn, Mozart (with the possible exception of the 
8th and 9th), Cherubini, Beethoven, Bach (a Protes- 
tant), Verdi, and Gounod are lacking in true eccle- 
siastical style, and are unsuited for liturgical 
purposes. They are, in fact, purely in concert 
style. The Ah Mass of Schubert, however, and 
those of Eheinberger, Kiel, Havert, and Grell are 
more in accordance with ecclesiastical require- 
ments and traditions as being free at least from 
theatricality. The first step towards better things 
was the foundation of the St. Cecilia Society m 
1863, having for . its aim the cultivation of plain 
chant, congregational singing, and polyphonic 
vocal music (see, however, R, W. Terry, ‘Sidelights 
on German Art : the great Church Music Imposi- 
tion,’ Musical Times, Aug. 1915, and the Paris 
Schola Cantorium). Later followed the pope’s 
rescript in 1903 and 1912 in favour of plain chant 
(see above), which, if not followed to extremes, 
should do much to restore the standard desired. 

LrrEKATUEE. — Weinmanu, Hist, of Church Music ; Oickin- 
son, Music of the Western Church; Grove, *.v. ‘Mass,’ etc.; 
Curwen, Studies in Worship Music, ii. 71. 

XIII. ComREGATIONAL SERVICES. — !. The 
people's part. — The concert element imfortunately 
enters largely into many of the choral settings 
used in the Anglican and other Episcopal Churches. 
The ambitious Church composer cannot or does not 
always repress the temptation to make a telling 
efiect at the expense of the sanctity of the musical 
worship which ne leads, and the same is not un- 
known in nonconformist and American churches, 
especially where the admiring congregation have 
ddegated their own part to a professional quartette 
of soloists. The people, or congregation, have, or 
should have, a well-defined part, and that not a 
small one, in the conduct of divine worship. 

A German lady who had lived in England is quoted hy 
Curwen as saying, ' In our Lutheran service, the clergjTnan does 
every thing. We, the laity, remain passive ; we have nothing 
to do hut mng 2 or 3 verses, and this is done in such a dragging, 
lifeless and unvaried fashion that it must prove a torment to 
any musical ear’ (Curwen, ii. 145J. 

The music of the Lutheran and Calvinistic 
Churches in Germany and throughout Europe is 
still unfortunately in a primitive condition. The 
chorales are sung sitting, and so slowly that breath 
must be taken every two or three notes without 
regard to phrasing or verbal or musical structure. 
The motet of the choir affords relief to what is, 
musically speaking, a very unsatisfactory service. 
In the city churches of Denmark, and throughout 
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland (with the exception 
of some churches in the Highlands or remote 
districts), the introduction of hymns of varied and 
often quick rhythm has given the services an ele- 
ment of brightness. In Denmark and Scotland 
congregational responses have also been introduced. 


2 . Types of service. — A comparison of the 
musical services (ancient and modern) is most 
instructive. First we have the original primitive 
^pe in which the minister does everything ; then 
rsalms or hymns are introduced for the people ; 
next comes the discoveiy that the people have the 
right also to take part in the prayers, amens, and 
responses, not only in the ordinaity services but 
also in the Communion and supplicatory services 
like the Anglican Litany. Meanwhile, a choir is 
introduced to lead the praise ; the introduction of 
an anthem or motet proves, or may prove, of real 
devotional value ; but here the choir may overstep 
its proper function, provide a musical display, and 
take over the portions which should belong to the 
congregation. 

Take the choral Anglican service : the anthem 
like settings of the ‘Te Deum,’ ‘Benediotus,’ and 
other canticles in which the congregation cannot 
join are distinctly out of place (except as an 
anthem), since they are the property of the con- 
gregation. In the Communion Service, again, the 
singing of the Creed usually makes it a choir 
Creed, not a Creed of the Church, or the people ; 
in the same manner the elaborate settings of the 
‘Agnus Dei’ and ‘ Gloria in excelsis’ defeat their 
object. It is perfectly appropriate to reserve the 
‘Sanctus’ and ‘Benedictus’ for the choir and 

E riest — though the beautiful Anglican Communion 
ervice; like the Litany, is admittedly already 
much too long. What has often been called the 
‘ tyranny of the choir ’ is due to this tendency to 
appropriate and concertize certain portions of the 
service. One might say that it is due to (1) the de- 
mands of the Prayer Book, (2) musical ambition, 
and (3) acquiescence of musically uneducated clergy. 
The inevitable tendency of such things is towards a 
purely concertized service, as in the Roman con- 
certized Mass, until some pope can arise and direct 
the attention of the cler^ and Churchy musicians 
to the first principles of Christian worship. 

Luerature. — S tewart, cb. x. ‘The Congregation’; F. G. 
Edwards, Common Praise, London, 1887. 

XIV. Music of the Eastern Church.— T he 
Eastern Church has been described as the Mother 
Christian Church. The patriarch of Constantinople 
at the close of the 6th cent, claimed superiority 
over the Christian Church. In 606, however, the 
supremacy was given to the bishop of Rome, and 
the Eastern Church ultimately separated and went 
on its oivn way. The present powerful Greek 
Church comprises (1) the Orthodox^ Church of 
Greece and the Greek colonies of Asia Minor and 
the Churches of Serbia and Bulgaria, (2) the 
Russian Church, and (3) the Churches of Syria, 
Egypt, Armenia, and Kurdistan. 

I. The Greek Church. — The liturgical music 
characteristic of the Eastern Church is somewhat 
primitive, sung only by priests and a male voice 
choir unaccompanied. The congregation have no 
part, and stand throughout. Theliturgical melodic 
and choral sentences, as in the examples given in 
S. G. Hatherly’s Byzantine Music, are primitive in 
both structure and tonality ; they consist of short 
sections frequently repeated, ana the tonality is 
vague, resembling the Gregorian modes and repre- 
sented entirely by the white keys of the piano ; 
one specimen given according to the use of the 
Greek Church at Constantinople shows, however, 
Turkish or Eastern influence in its chromatic 
intervals (see also ‘ Bryennius ’ and _ ‘ Ch^ch 
Modes,’ in Riemann’s Dictionary of Music). Like 
plain-song the music is unbarred and unrhythmical. 

The earliest tunes employed in the Greek 
Church were not written ; all singing except tliat 
by trained choirs was forbidden, and the tunes were 
handed down traditionally. St. John of Damascus 
arranged the hymns in use for ritual purposes and 
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•wrote on musical theory, based on the eight 
Byzantine modes. After the 9th cent, fe-w hymns 
•were ^vritten, though fresh settings •were made 
occasionally ns the service became fixed. Among 
the composers of these John Cnouzeles is the best 
known for his settings of the Psalms and hymns 
(c. A.D. 1100). He also added to the signs for 
musical notation. 

Oriental influence came through the Araho- 
Persinn school in the 14th century. The Greek 
theorists consider their, system similar to the 
Oriental. 

In the usual Greek service the choir sing anti- 
phonnlly, the resting section furnishing a drone or 
stationary bass. Tlio vocal production is apt to 
be nasal. Keformers have made attacks on the 
notation, which is one great difficulty, dilVcrent 
systems of neums ha^ving been used. Part-sing- 
ing was sanctioned for tho Greek Church at Athens 
in 1876 — to be used on special occasions only — 
and a new system of versification was introduced 
about that time. Tlio Psalms are sung to what 
are believed to be Hebrew melodics. 

2 . The Russian Church. — As indicated, tho 
■Russian Church is a branch of the original Greek 
Church. Till about the year 1700 Russian Church 
music was traditional in origin. Neums •were in 
use for notation as copied from tho Greek service- 
books. According to A. Soubies {Eisioirc dc la 
musiquB en Busstc, Paris, 1898), tho Czar Alexia 
brought musicians to KiefT, who executed before 
him choral pieces in eight, twelve, and twenty parts. 

In^the 18th cent, a five-lino plain-song notation 
was' adopted, and part-singing became popular; 
the theme, however, was placed in the bass. The 
Psalter was paraphrased by Titow, and metrical 
versions were sung. 

About 1750-75 reforms were introduced in the 
court choir, and new music in tho Italian style was 
introduced under Bortnyansky (t 1825). Not long 
after the decease of tho latter the national move- 
ment under BalakircfT exercised great influence, 
and new music preserving tho tonality and genre 
of the old melodies was composed, hlueh of this 
is simple and massive in style, and depends upon 
nuance and expressive effects. The text is usually 
taken from the Psalms. More elaborate poly- 
phonic settings are adopted for tho Creation Hymn, 
tlie Evening Service, and other parts of tho liturgy 
(see AV. H. Erere, ‘Notes on Russian Church 
Music,’ Cathedral Quarterly, Christmas, 1914). 

In recent years non-liturgical pieces have been 
used in the Russian Church set in thoroughly 
modem stylo, but unaccompanied in tho a capella 
mode. In a programme of Russian Church music 
performed in New York in Dec. 1914 occur the 
following ; 

Four-, five-, end ten-part ’ Cherubim Songs ’ by Bortnyansky, 
Klmsky-KorsakofT, and Bacbmnnlnofl ; eight-part ‘ Easter 
•Verses ' by Smolensky ; eight-part 'Kune Dimittis by Gretchan- 
inofl ; six-, seven-, and elght-nart motets by Nikolsky, Tohesno- 
koff, Arkhangelsk!’, and others (Organist and Choirmaster, 
Jan. 1016, p. 884). 

One feature of Russian choirs is their cavernous 
bass voices, singing an octave below the ordinary 
bass, and creatmg a kind of organ bourdon pedal 
effect. 

BiTERATtmE.— H. J. •W. Tillyard, 'Greek Church Music,’ in 
Musical Antiguarv, liarchWll ; Curwen,li.44; S. G. Hatherly, 
Byzontt'ne Music, London, 1892 -, Rchours, Traiti de piaftigue ; 
J. M. Neale, Bgmns of the Eastern CAurcM, London, 1882; 
A. P. Stanley, Lectures on the Hist, of the Eastern Church, 
do.' 1861 ; A. Pougin, A Short Hist, of Russian Music, tr. L. 
Howard, do. 1916. A cantafcion of the Faithful Departed was 
sung to a Kieft melody at the Gregorian Festival in St. Paul's 
Cathedral in June 1916 (music published by Novello). 

XV. INSTRUMEHTAL MUSIC IN CHURCH.— It 
is well known that instrumental music played an 
important part in both Greek and Hebrew temple 
rites. 

I. Primitive instruments. — In Greek ritual 


trumpets and clarions were prominent. In the 
Hebrew Temple at the beginning of the Christian 
era the harp, lute, flute, trumpet, and drum were 
used as accompaniment to the Psalms and canoni- 
cal hymns ; yet, owing to the necessity of avoiding 
comparison ivitli pagan rites, instrumental music 
was forbidden in the early Christian Church. 
Justin Martyr (103-167 ; Queest. a Gent. Christian, 
propositarum) argues against it (C. Sayle, In 
Praise of Music, London, 1897, p. 62). On the 
other hand, Clemens Alexandrinus, also in the 2nd 
cent., quoting tho Psalmist in favour of instru- 
mental music, says : 

‘If you are nblo to accompany your voices with the lyre or 
citham, you will incur no censure ' (Pad. ii. 4). 

St. Jerome (345-420) says : 

‘That which David made for the worship of God, inventing 
musical instruments.’ 

St. Augustine (354-430) likewise encourages 
'the singing of Psalms to the lyre or psaltery’ 
(J. A. Latrobe, The Music of the Church, London, 
1831, p. 42). This regulation, or partial allowance, 
of instrumental music in the service of the Church 
seems not to have affected the Eastern branch, since 
in tho Greek Church instrumental accompaniment 
has never been allowed, probably from its prox- 
imity to the pagan East. 

AVliere instrumental help was allowed, it is easy 
to understand that tho lyre, cithara, etc., would 
soon give way to the organ; the advantage of 
having tho accompaniment under the control of 
one person would bo apparent, and from the 5th 
cent, onwards the organbecamo supreme. Ancient 
MSS of tho 8th, 9th, and later centuries show the 
use of tho harp, the square stringed psaltery, the 
rotta or erwth (of the viol species), and trumpet, 
which tho minstrel galleries seen in ancient 
churches both on the Continent and in England 
confirm.* In the minstrel gallery of Exeter 
Cathedral are representations of a cithern, bag- 
pipe, harp, •violin, tambourine, etc. In recent 
times a bagpipe lament has been played in York 
Minster. A MS of Charlemagne’s time depicts King 
David ‘singing Psalms, assisted by four musical 
instruments, the pneumatic organ, a sort of violin, 
a trumpet and a set of bells ’ (E. J. Hopkins and 
E. F. Rimbault, The Organ?, London, 1877, p. 32). 

Aelred, or Ethelred, tho abbot (1109-66) of 
Kivaulx Abbey (Yorkshire), in tsve Speculum Chari- 
iatis, speaks of the ‘common people’ admiring 
' the sound of organs, the sound of cymballs and 
musicall instruments, the harmony of the pipes and 
comets’ (Prynne’s tr. ; see Davey, p. 19). 

Again, in the poem by Houlate, written in 1450, 
occurs this passage : 

’ Clarions load kncllis 
PortativeB (organs) and iellis.' 

John Case, writing in the Praise of MusieJee in 
1686, says : 

‘In our English Olinrch tho Psalmes may be song, and Song 
most cunningly and with Averse artificial instruments ol 
muslck’ (Sayle, p. 83). 

Later Fynes Morrison, in his Itinerary written 
at the end of the 16th cent., speaking of the 
Lutheran Church, says : 

‘Before Divine service they had music in the gaileiy of the 
Church, of wind instruments, namely organs, cornetts, sag- 
buttes, and the like ’(quoted by H. Antclifle, ‘The Orchestra 

in Chur-*-.’/’ ;■•-' — j /*-- aster, Jan. 1916, p. 386; see 

also K, ' ’ ' ' . ■ i ■ ■ Psalter and its Bearings on 

the Hist ■ ■ ,’ Mus. Anfiguarp, Oct. 1910). 

About A.D. 1600 instrumental accompaniment 
for oratorio was introduced. G. Gabrieli (1557- 
1612) had used four sackbuts (trombones) as an 
accompaniment to his ‘Surrexit Christus’; but 
probably they were used only to double the vocal 
parts. 

In the first ' sacred drama,’ ‘ L’Anima ed il Corpo ’ 
produced by Emilio del Cavaliere in Rome in 1600, 

1 See Naumann, fig. 196, and p. 484. , 
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an orchestra of remarkable composition, consisting 
of a double lyre, a harpsichord, a large or double 
guitar, and tM'o flutes, was used. 

T. Coryate (1677-1617), describing a visit to 
Venice which must have occurred not long after 
the above event in Rome, says : 

‘At that time I heard much good mueioke In St. Markes 
Church.' ‘Sometimes eixteene . . . instrumental! musitlana 
. . . played together upon their instruments, ten sagbutts, 
foure cornets and two violdegamfaas ol an extraordinary great- 
ness,' also treble viols and theorboes together ^th ‘seven pair 
of organs . . . standing ai in a rowe together* (CorygaU’s 
Crudities, in Sayle, p. 112). 

In England also about this time (1604) Henry 
Peacham says: 

‘ Wherein doth our practice of singing in our churches differ 
from the practice of David? . . , Doe wee not make one signe in 
praising and thanking God in voyces and instruments of ail 
sorts?’ (Sayle, p. 139). 

Following the Reformation came a period when 
instrumental music in church was tabued. The 
loss of boys’ choirs necessitated separate instru- 
mental help later after the Restoration. In 1661, 
at a festival at St. George’s Church, Windsor, two 
double sackbuts and two double courtals were 
placed in the choir to help the weaker parts, while 
in 1664 at Westminster Abbey and again in 1673 
in the Chapel Royal cornets were used for the 
treble parts, * there being not one lad for all that 
time capable of singing his part readily ’ (M. Locke, 
Present Practice of Music Vindicated, London, 
1673, quoted in Rumpus, Eng. Cathedral Music, 

pp. 122, 126). 

It will be remembered that after the Restoration 
King Charles II. in 1660 sent Pelham Humphreys 
to France to learn the Italian style. Evelyn, 
writing in his diary on 2l8t Dec. 1662, remarks : 

‘One of his majesty’s chaplains preached, after which, 
Instead of y« antient, grave and solemn wind musiq accompany- 
ing y« organ, was introduced a concert of 24 violins between 
every pause, after y* French fantastical light way, better suiting 
a tavern, or a playhouse, than a church. This was y> first time 
of change, and now we no more hear the comet i wch gave life 
to y< organ ; that instrument is quite left off, in which the 
English were so skilf ull ’ (Butmus, Eng. Cathedral Music, p. 124). 

2. The orchestra. — ^The modem orchestra may 
be said to date from about 1676, when the Italians 
Stradella (in his oratorio ‘ John the Baptist ’) and 
Alessandro Scarlatti were writing for the usual j 
foundation of strings Avith various wood and brass I 
Avind instruments added for variety and colouring 
effects. Before that the older lutes, viols, flutes, | 
comets, etc., Avere used in the manner of vocal parts. | 

At this time Italian music Avas pre-eminent. 
Our English Purcell took the Italian school as his ; 
model, and his ‘Te Deum’ and ‘Jubilate,’ written j 
in 1694 Avith accompaniment for strings, trumpet, I 
and organ, Avas a remarkable achievement. 

We noAV come to the time of Bach (t 1750) and j 
Handel (t 1759). Handel’s oratorios Avere given in 
the concert room ; Bach’s Church cantatas Avere 
rendered in church and had an accompaniment 
of strings, oboes and bassoons, and hign-pitched 
trampets in addition to the organ. After the 
death of Handel the spirit of the orchestra invaded 
all branches of music. Haydn and Mozart Avere 
chapel-masters with modern orchestras at their 
command, and they composed Masses in concert 
style for church use, Avith accompaniment for full 
orchestra ; their example has since been folloAA-ed 
and only in recent years has declined. In England 
the Handel Commemoration held in Westminster 
Abbey in 1784, in Avhich an orchestra of 250 
instrumentalists took part, Avas a striking event. 
An orchestra in church on the occasion of festivals 
or oratorio presentations is noAv a common occur- 
rence in this country. In St. Paul’s Cathedral, 

1 The ancient comet was of wood (leather-covered) and rc- 
gemhled a flute with a trumpet mouth-piece. The shaum was 
a primitive clarionet and the saehhut an early form of trombone. 
An these were made in sete, small and large (see Stainer, Music 
oj the Bible, also English Music, pp. 349 and 458 f.). 


for instance, fine renderings are given Avith 
orchestra of the principal oratorios. 

It only remains to mention the English village 
orchestra AA'hich, as late as the middle of last 
century, was to be heard in most village churches. 
It consisted generally of a violin, bass, a flute or 
clarionet, and a bassoon. Their performances 
were perhaps not artistic, but their banishment 
by means of the harmonium Avas nevertheless a loss 
to the musical life of the countryside. 

3. The organ. — The earliest mention of the 
organ as understood in the modem sense is with 
regard to the Roman hydraulus, or hydraulic 
organ, invented some three centuries before 
Christ. It is supposed, from references in the 
Talmud, to have been used in the Temple AA'orship. 
Later it seems to have been heard in the Roman 
theatres. It Avas famed for its loud note (single 
notes only) and light touch (see J. W. Warman, 
‘ The Hydraulic Organ of the Anciente,’ Musical 
Association Lecture, Jan. 1904, also English Music, 
London, 1906). 

Organs seem to have been in common use in the 
Spanish churches in A.D. 450, according to Julianus, 
a Spanish bishop (Hopkins and Rimbault, The 
Organ\ London, 1877), Avhile Pope Vitalian intro- 
duced the organ to Rome in the 7th cent, in order 
to assist the congregational singing. There were 
organs in Aix-la-Chapelle in 811. A hundred 
years before this the Anglo-Saxons were using 
organs in England, and they were introduced into 
Ireland in the 9th century. In the 10th cent, 
j there appears to have been a remarkably large 
j organ in Winchester Cathedral, bloAvn by twenty- 
six belloAvs and containing four hundred pipes. In 
Scotland Fordun describes the use of the organ at 
the re-interment of the English Queen Margaret at 
Dunfermline in 1250. 

So far the organ Avas a most cumbersome instru- 
ment, and in place of keys had rods or levers. In 
the 11th cent, clumsy short Avooden keys Avere 
invented. These were beaten by the fist in much 
the same Avay as the keys for the church tower 
carillon, or peal of bells. As to oman-builders, 
the earliest ImoAvn was a priest Van Os, Avho built 
the organ for St. Nicholas church, Utrecht, in 
1120. Organ pedal keyboards in rudimentary 
form appeared in the 15th cent, as well as dis- 
tinctive names for the stops, but the compass Avas 
still very limited. 

Modern organ-playing is said to have begun in 
Italy Avith Francesco Landino (t 1390), organist of 
St. Lorenzo in Florence. The church organ had 
hitherto been used to lead out the plain-song — ^in 
unison only. There were, however, smaller organs 
used Avhich could be moved about. The positive, 
often circular in shape, had one or two rows of 
pipes. The portative, so small that it could be 
placed on the knees, was blown Avith one hand and 
played Avith the other, and it was on this smaller 
organ that organ -playing, as an art, originated. 
There was also, later on, the small reed organ 
called the regals in use ; it was portable like the 
others (Hopluns and Rimbault, p. 39). 

In the next century Ave find that organists of 
repute begin to appear. 

The great popularity of the Lutheran chorale in 
Germany led to its being treated in artistic form 
for the organ and played as a prelude, or Choral- 
vorspiele. Originally the organ Avas played only 
betAveen the verses as mentioned, but in 1650 
Samuel Scheldt (f 1654), in his Tahlatur Booh, 
begins to treat the organ as an accompaniment also 
for the singing. In the Roman Church organ inter- 
ludes helped to spread out the Magnificat to the 
necessary length when sung in procession. The 
greatest of Dutch organists, Jan Swelinck (t 1621), 
at Antwerp, and Geronimo Frescobaldi (t 1640). 
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who had 30,000 listonors when ho first played in St, 
Peter’s, Home, in 1614, were noted for their extem- 
porizations of such interludes. 

In the English Church the choir dominated the 
situation, and the organ had no pedals. No dis- 
tinguished executants arose until the Reformation. 
With the advent of Queen Elizabeth in 1658 the 
influence of the Genova Protestants, who did not 
believe in instrumental worship, began to be felt. 
Their demand was for simplioity in worship. As 
a result the Puritan party in England decreed in 
1671 ; 

* Wo allow not the tOBslng oJ the Paalma from one side to the 
other, trith {ntrrmingling ol organs.’ 

Matters came to a climax, during the Civil War 
in 1644, when the destruction of church organs was 
ordered by Parliament (see Hopkins and Rimbault, 
p. 91 fr.). 

After the Restoration in 1060 organs were re- 
erected in great haste in the cathedrals and churches, 
and organ - builders were imported, including 
' Father ’ Smith, who built the organ in St, Paul’s 
Cathedral, Purcell, the great English predecessor 
of Handel, wrote a ‘Voluntary for ye Duble Organ.’ 
By ‘double’ is meant a 16-foot pedal organ. A 
custom arose at this time in England of playing 
a middle voluntary after the Psoiin, generally on 
the mounted comet (a mixture stop) or trumpet ; 
it usually served only as a means of vulgar dis- 
play. In addition to the middle voluntary, other 
features of the times were the interludes at the 
end of each line of the metrical Psalms, with a 
flourish or shake at the end, the sitting do^vn for 
the metrical Psalms (except at the ‘ Gloria ’), and 
the later introduction of barrel organs. The 
interludes and sitting down still persist in the 
Lutheran Church abroad. 

The musical inefficiencies of the country and 
smaller tomi churches at this time are quaintly 
described by Mace {Musicl^s Monument). He 
says : 

‘ 1 sh&ll not need to blazon It abroad In Print how ratserably 
the Prophet David'e Psalms are (as I may say) tortured or tor- 
ment^’ He advocates that ‘ It Is better never to sing at all 
than to sing out ol tunc,' and thence goes on to say that 
organists are * a constant charge, a terrible business,' and that 
a VParish dark’ could bo easily taught 'how to pulse or strike 
most o! our common Psalm Tunes' (op. Williams, Story oJ 
Organ Ilutie, p. 210). 

With the 19th cent, English organists began to 
come to the front, represented by such men as 
Russell, Adams, S. S, Wesley, Smart, and others, 
and at the present time English organists and 
organs easily occupy the front rank. 

In Scotland the organ was practically unused 
in church from the Reformation up to 1864, when 
it was re-introduced (McCrie, p. 337 j Stewart, 
p. 157), 

LmmaiDRS. — C. F. A. 'WilUama, Ston of the Organ, London, 
1003, Story of Organ ilueie, do. 1905 ; H. C. Laheo, The Organ 
and ite Mastere, do. 1909 ; H. Statbam, The Organ and ite 
PoHlUm in Musical Art, do. 1009 ; J. 1. WedErwood, Diction- 
ary of Organ Stops, do. 1905 ; H. W. Richards, The Organ 
Accompaniment (y the Church Services (Anglican), do. 1011. 

In .conclusion it may bo said that music is the 
most powerful ally that the Church has at its dis- 
posal. It can touch the emotions and the heart 
where all other means fail. If the organist is in 
earnest (and the minister is sympathetic), he be- 
comes the active colleague of his minister in his 
great calling. The best results, however,, can 
follow only if both keep an open mind and ‘ live to 
leom.’ The study of tne past is the best corrective 
for the present. 

Litkiutom;. — E. Dickinson, Music of the Western Church, 
Iiondon, 1902 ; G. W. Stewart, Music in the Church, do. 1914 ; 
J. S. Curwen, Studies in Worship Music, do., 1. 18S0, 11. 1885 ; 
F. G. Edwards, Common Praise, do. 1887 ; ,T. F. Forth, Sanc- 
. tity of Church Music, do. 1914 ; W. S. Pratt, Mist, of Music, 
do. 1911; E. Naumann, Hist, of Music, Eng. tr.2, do. 1900; 
W. S. Rockstro, Mist, of Music, do. 1886; John Hullah, 
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Mist, of Modem jlfurtc®, do. 1897 ; J. E. Matthew, Mandbooh 
of Musical Mistory (with Bibliographies), do. 1898, The Litera- 
ture of Music, do. 1896 ; J. S. Bumnns, Dictionary of Ecclesi- 
astical Terms, do. 1010; Prayer Look Dictionary, do. 1912; 
C. F. A. Williams, SJory of notation, do. 1003. 

Herbert Westerby. 

MUSIC (Egyptian). — i. Sources. — Itis unfortu- 
nately impossiDlo to derive much information ivith 
regard to ancient Egyptian music from the writings 
of the classical authors. They coniine themselves 
to general observations, none of which carry ns 
very far, and some of which are demonstrably 
inaccurate. Diodorus (i. 81), indeed, is respon- 
sible for an observation on the subject which led, 
for a time, to the mistaken idea that the Egyp- 
tians were an unmusical race. ‘It was not cus- 
tomary,’ ho says, 'for the Egyptians to practise 
music, because they considered it effeminate and 
undesirable,’ On what grounds his statement is 
based it would he difficult to say, and he himself 
admits that the Greek poets and musicians visited 
Egypt in order to improve ti eir art. Plato {Legg. 
ii. 656 f.), on the other hatid, ascribes a very high 
antiquity and a very noble character to the sacred 
music of the Egyptians, whose rules concerning it 
were, according to him, most rigid, only certain 
kinds being allowed by Government. This is con- 
firmed by Strabo (xvii. 1), who says that ‘the 
children of the Egyptians were taught letters, the 
songs appointed ny law, and a certain kind of 
music, established by government, to the exclnsion 
of every other ’ ; and, further, that vocal and in- 
strumental music was usually admitted in the 
worship of the gods, especially at the commence- 
ment of the services, except in the temple of Osiris, 
where neither singers nor players on the flute or 
the lyre were allowed to perform. It i8_ question- 
able how much of this confident assertion is the 
result of actual knowledge; the statement as to 
the limiting of the kinds of music certainly does 
not agree wdth what is knou’u from more reliable 
sources. Herodotus (ii. 79) speaks of his suiprise 
at finding that the song called Maneros by the Egyp- 
tians, a dirge said to have been named_ after the 
son of the first king of Egypt, was similar to the 
Cyprian dirge Linos or Aihiios. This, however, 
is practically all that can be gathered from such 
sources. 

2 . System of music. — ^The paucity of information 
is still more deplorable when we come to the ques- 
tion of the system of music used by the Egyptians. 
No specimens of their musical notation have been 
preserved to ns, for reasons which are manifest. 
Almost the whole of our knowledge of the life of 
ancient Egypt is derived from sculptures, wall- 
paintings, and reliefs ; and, while musical scenes 
and instruments are there depicted with consider- 
able frequency, it is obvious that nothing more 
is to be expected from snob sources, A musical 
score would scarcely lend itself to representation 
in granite or limestone. The increasing care with 
which MSS on papyrus are now being colleoted and 
examined may in time provide ns with the necessary 
information ; but up to the present it is lacking. 

Something may be inferred from the construc- 
tion and range of the musical instruments repre- 
sented on the monuments and wall-pictures, but 
the limits of such inference are narrow. It is, 
for example, probably a fair inference from the 
material mentioned above that the music of the 
Egyptians was not only in unison, but that they 
were accustomed to harmony, and 'that they had 
even attained to considerable skill in the building 
up of harmonic effects. The opposite view has been 
frequently expressed, hut the testimony - of the 
monuments^ seems conclusive on the point. One 
representation, for example, shows a harp of ten 
strings, and a lute on which at least three times 
as man®’ intervals must have been producible in 
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union "with a lyre of only fire strings. Others 
show pipes playing together of such various lengths 
that they must have heen designed to play in 
harmony and not in unison. In fact, there are 
repeatea representations of what might he called 
an orchestra, and it seems out of the question to 
suppose that these aggregates of instruments were 
designed only to multiply the melody. 

Instances of the various combinations of instru- 
ments found in these orchestras are ^ven by 
■Wilkinson (The Ancient Egyptians, ed. 1871, i. 
86-89). The fact that the harp is the instru- 
ment most frequently depicted, and that it evi- 
dently formed the basis of Egyptian instrumental 
music, suggests the further inference that the 
Egyptian harmony was purely diatonic, and that 
every piece must have been played, from beginning 
to end, in the same key ; for, before pedals were 
invented, the harp could play only a straight up 
and down diatonic scale. Little more than this can 
even be inferred, much less asserted. Students of 
this aspect of the subject must be referred to the 
various musical works mentioned in the Literature 
at the end of the article, where they will find all 
that can be made of it. 

3 . Importance of music in ancient Egypt. — 
There is, however, abundant evidence of the im- 
ortant place which music held in Egyptian life, 
ts origin was ascribed to divinity — sometimes to 
the goddess Isis, but more particularly to the god 
Thoth, or Tehuti. Among the sacred books attri- 
buted to him are two Books of the Singer. From 
a very early date it appears to have been the 
custom that a regular part of the royal establish- 
ment should consist of a band of instrumental'ists 
and singers. Thus under the Old Empire we 
have mention of a certain Ra'benem, ‘the super- 
intendent of the singing,’ who was also, Avith a 
somewhat curious jumbling of duties, superin- 
tendent of the royal harim (Erman, Lfe in 
Ancient Egypt, p. ^0). Another reference gives 
us the names of three ‘ superintendents of the royal 
singing,’ two of whom seem to have been singers 
themselves, for they observe that ‘they daily 
rejoice the heart of the king with beautiful songs, 
and fulfil every wish of the king by their beauti- 
ful singing’ (ib. p. 250). Some of these choir- 
masters appear to have been of high rank — they 
are caUed ‘royal relatives’ — and to have held 
priestly as well as musical office, being priests 
of the king and of his ancestors. Under the New 
Empire there are also references to men who were 
singers to Pharaoh, and particularly to one man, 
Neferronpet, who was ‘superintendent of the 
singers to Pharaoh’ and also ‘superintendent of 
the singers of all the gods ’ (ib. p. 251). This 
points to a regular organization of the sacred 
music of the \^ole Empire ; and the probability 
is that there was a stereotyped form of religious 
music, preserved and maintained by the priests, 
in whimi, however, part was sometimes taken, 
especially in the time of the New Empire, by lay 
performers — more particularly by women. Under 
the XVIIIth dynasty many women of high rank 
were appointed to offices connected Avith the wor- 
ship of the temple of Amen, some of them bear- 
ing the title gemot en Amen, ‘singer of Amen’ 
(Budge, History of Egypt, 1902, iv, 179 f.). In fact, 
Erman states that ‘we scarcely meet with one 
lady under the New Empire, whether she were 
married or unmarried, the wife of an ecclesiastic 
or layman, whether she belonged to the family 
of a high priest or to that or an artisan, who 
was not thus connected with a temple’ (p. 295). 
The chief duty of these women was to play the 
sistrum before the god. In some of the wall- 
pictures of the time of the New Empire, particu- 
larly in those of the tomb of Kamessu ni. (dynasty 


XX.), priests are represented as performers upon 
the harp. Altogether, therefore, it may be con- 
cluded that music, at least in its higher branches, 
was held in very high estimation by the ancient 
and occupied no small place in their 
life. The more secular branch of the musical 

rofession in Egypt seems to have held a very 

ifierent position, and to have performed music of 
a very different type, which was mixed with other 
elements of a sufficiently frivolous kind — a fact 
which may account for the misleading statement 
of Diodorus already quoted. The representations 
which have been preserved show that sectdar 
music was used mainly in connexion 'vvith festivals 
and entertainments not always of the most decorous 
type, according to our ideas, and was frequently 
accompanied .by the performances of professional 
dancers and 'jugglers. It is perhaps permissible to 
infer that the average of musical taste in Egypt 
was not very different from what it is in our own 
land. 

Variations in the current musical taste may be traced from 
the pictures of social life. Under the Old Umpire instrumental 
music seems to have been performed solely by men, and to have 
served mainly as an accompaniment to the voice. In the time 
of the New Empire women-players on the lyre, the lute, and 
the double pipe are met with. 

The singers seem at all periods to have marked 
the rhythm by clapping the hands— in fact, this 
simple method of markmg time is so inseparable 
in the Egyptian mind from the idea of music that 
the word ‘ to sing’ is written in all periods by the 
hieroglyphic sign of a hand. Blind performers 
were not unknown — a representation from Tell 
el-Amama shows a blind harpist accompanying 
several blind choristers who mark the rhythm 
with the clapping of hands. 

4 . Musical instruments. — When we come to the 
question of the musical instruments employed by 
the Egyptians, there is no lack of reliable material, 
the mural decorations of the various tombs abound- 
ing in representations of the different instruments, 
of these the harp seems always to have been the 
chief and the favourite. It is found in various 
forms and various degrees of elaboration, ranging 
from small instnunents with six or seven strings, 
which could be easily carried, and were frequenfly 
played by performers seated or kneeling on the 
ground — the instrument being either rested on its 
own base or supported on a light stand — up to 
very large and elaborate ones, whose base was 
enlarged to form a resonance-chamber, and which 
sometimes carried as many as twenty _ strings ; 
these were played by performers standing, and 
seem to have been more or less reserved for music 
of a more elevated, possibly altogether of a re- 
ligious, type, as the performers upon thera_ appear 
to have been priests. A very small harp with Your 
strings, and played by a performer who rests it on 
her Moulder (Wilkinson, i. 121), is considered by 
Naumann to be the first authentic form of the 
Egyptian harp. Erman, however, refers it (p. 252) 
to the time of the New Empire, and his opinion 
is to be preferred. The greatest elaboration of the 
haro is reached in the time of dynasties XIX. and 
X^ The representations of priests playing the 
harp in the tomb of Kamessu ni. show mstruments 
which are not only distinguished by the number 
of their strings, but are also very elaborately 
decorated, the framework being carved and inlaid 
with gold, ivory, tortoise-sh^, and mother-of- 
pearl, and ornamented with various figures. The 
chief distinction between the Egyptian and the 
modem harp is that in the former the front sup- 
port or pole is lacking, and there are no pedals, 
so that diange of key can have been accomplished 
only by retuning the instrument by means of 
the pegs. The strings of the harp, as also_ those 
of the lyre, appear to have been or catgut ; in one 
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specimen of the latter they have been found still 
in position, and so well preserved as to sound 
■when struch. Several smollor instruments of harp 
type hut of unusual shapes -wore also in use, and 
are figured by Wilkinson (i. 119). 

Of smaller instruments, the lute or guitar is the 
one moat frequently met with ; its symbol J ,ncfer, 
is one of the commonest hioroglyphio signs. Its 
Egyptian name was derived from tlic Semitic nhl. 
It appears to have been played chiefly by women, 
and was sometimes slung oy a band, round the 
neck. The body was of wood, sometimes covered 
with leather. Originally it was an exceedingly 
primitive instrument, with only one string, but 
later it became possessed of three, which were 
played by means of a plectrum. The strings were 
fastened at the lower end to a triangiilar piece of 
wood or ivory, and at the upper extremity of the 
handle they passed over a small crossbar and were 
secured ciuicr by pegs or by being passed through 
an aperture in the handle, round wliich they were 
then bound. The lute does not appear to have had 
any bridge. 

The lyre was probably not a native Egyptian 
instrument, but a foreign importation. It does not 
make its appearance before tup time of the XVlIlth 
dynasty except on one occasion. On the wall of 
the tomb of the prince Khnemu-hotep at Beni 
Hasan (dynasty XII.) it is represented in the hands 
of one of a company of Aamu or Bedawin who are 
being introduced to the prince. In this case it is 
being played by a man ; but as an Egyptian instru- 
ment it seems to have been more frequently played 
by •women. It 'is found of various shades and 
sizes, ranging from small instruments •uuth five 
strings, -v^icli were carried under the arm and 
played either with or without a plectrum, up to 
large ones of eighteen strings, reaching a height 
of about six feet, and standing on an ornamental 
base. Specimens of tlie Egyptian lyre in the 
Berlin and Leyden museums mow one of its arms 
shorter tlian the other, in order possibly to provide 
an easy method of tuning, by sliding the strings 
along the bar on which they were tightened. 

of wind instruments almost none but wooden 
specimens have been preserved. Pictures in the 
monumen'ts, hovvever, show troops accompanied 
by , trumpeters who use a very simple straight 
trumpet of about 18 inches in length, and made 
apparently of brass or some similar metal (c.y., 
the representation of the battle of Kamessu Xi. 
against the Kheta). Various kinds of flute are 
represented. In the ' time of the Old Empire 
there were two sorts in use, one of extraordinary 
length— 4 or 5 feet — ^which was held by the player 
obliquely behind him, and 'a short one, varying in 
the specimens preserved froih 7 to 16 inches in 
length. Later, in the time of the New Empire, 
these seem to have been almost superseded by 
the double pipe, an instrument with the mouth- 
pieces brought together and the tubes separating 
in V-sliape and terminating in bell-shapcd mouths. 
This 'form of pipe is frequently figured, being 
played mostly by female performers, and often as 
an accompaniment to dancers. 

The flutes preserved are of wood, ivory, horn, or bone, but 
others were made of reeds ; and, in 1889, W. M. Flinders Petrie 
found at Iliahun, in the tomb of a lady named Maket, two 
musical reeds incased for protection in a larger reed. The scale 
indicated by their holes is the major scale (Ten Keors* Digging 
in Dgvpit London, 1803, p. IZi). . 

Garstang’s excavations at Beni Hasan in 1902-04 
provided good specimens of several- of the instru- 
ments described above. A harp of five strings 
presented no diflerences of any importance as com- 
pared with alreai^-existing speeimens in Paris, 
Turin, and the British Museum. A drum, 65 
centimetres in length and 29 in breadth, . was 


carved from a single cylinder of wood. Its ends 
wore of parchment, connected together by a net- 
work of leather thongs. These thongs^ were 
tightened by being twisted with a short stick, so 
os to enable the pitch of the instrument to be 
maintained. Two flutes were of considerable in- 
terest, and were the subject of an article by 
Southgate in the Musical News of Aug. 1903. 
They are respectively 90 and 95 centimetres in 
length, made of the water-reed {Arundo donax). 
Each has four notches, the tubes are open through- 
out, and a slight thinning at the mouth-end sug- 
gests that a mouth-picoe of some sort may have 
been attached- There are three finger-holes 6 
millimetres in indth, the distances of these from 
the mouth-end being 62'6, 68'6, and 81 cratimetres 
in the shorter flute, whose natural note is f. The 
natural note of the longer tube is c natural. The 
notes produced by the finger-holes are in the one 
case c, /, g, b flat ; and in the other /, / sharp, 
a sharp, and c. An Arab flute-player at Beni 
Hasan had no difficulty in playing these ancient 
instruments, which very much resembled his own 
flute in principle, though the latter was made out 
of an old gun-barrel. The date of the tomb in 
which these objects were found is unfortunately 
somewhat uncertain, but they may be ascribed to 
the period of the Middle ICingdom. 

Among instruments of percussion there were 
several forms of drum, cymbals, castanets, the 
tambourine, and the sistrum. The commonest 
form of drum is a long narrow cylinder of wood 
or copper covered ■with parchment at both ends, 
the parchment being strained by bracing cords. 
It occurs chiefly in military scenes. During the 
march it was slung in a vertical position over the 
drummer’s shoulder, and he played it by beating it 
with his hand. Another type of dnim was more 
like the side drum of present times in shape, with 
this dificrence, that its sides were convex, giving 
it the shape of a small cask. This type was beaten 
•with two drumsticks. A form of drum frequently 
represented corresponds to the darabUka used at 
the present time by peasant women and the Nile 
boatmen. It is of funnel shape, and WM apparently 
made of pottery, with parchment strained over the 
wide mouth. The Egyptian cymbals were smaller 
than those now in use, ranging from 5J to _7 inches 
in diameter. In other respects they were similar to 
them, and were mode either of brass or of an alloy 
of silver and brass. Castanets were in the form of 
slightly curved sticks of wood or ivory, about a 
foot long, and often terminating in a human head. 
The tambourine or timbrel appears to have been 
a favourite instrument in religious ceremonies as 
well as in secular music. It was played by either 
men or women, but oftener by the latter. Three 
types are represented — one circular, one square or 
oblong, and a third of two squares, separated by a 
bar. There is no direct e^vidence of the existence 
of the metal rings or disks found in the frame of 
the modem instrament; but, from the way in 
which the performer is seen to wave it over his 
head, it may be concluded that these existed. 
There remains the sistrum, which was the sacred 
musical instrument ^ar excellence, if indeed it may 
be called a musical mstrument. It consisted of a 
handle, generally carved in the shape of a head of 
the goddess Hathor, from the upper end of which 
rose an arch of bronze ribbon, somewhat in . the 
shape of an elongated horseshoe. Through holes 
in, the sides of this arch there were loosely inserted 
three or four metal bars, bent at each end to keep 
them from slipping out. ■ When the sistrum was 
waved, these bms, -striking on the bronze arch, 
emitted a tinkling sound. The sistrum was used 
in the most solemn religious services, and was 
frequently carried by women of the most exalted 
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rank. Several sistra have been preserved, varying 
from 8 to 18 inches in length. Models of sistra in 
enamelled ware were often deposited in tombs, 
being first broken in sign of mourning. 

Literatdre. — H erodotus, bk. li. ; Diodorus, bk. i,; Strabo, 
xvii. ; Plato, Legg. bk. li. ; J. G. Wilkinson, Manners and 
Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, ed. London, 1871, j. 82-140, 
Bee also larger ed. 1836, i. ; C. R. Lepsius, EenlmSler aus 
Aegypten und Aethiopcn, Berlin, 1849-59; A. Erman, lAfe 
m AncUnt Egypt, Eng.tr., London, 1894, pp. 249-255, 295; M. 
Brodrick and A. A. Morton, Concise Diet, of Egyp. Arehce- 
3logy,do. 1302, pp. 62, 105-107, 166; C. EuKel, 31u«e of the 
most Ancient J\^o(ions, do. 1864 ; W. Chappell, Bist. of Music, 
do. 1874, 1. ; J. F. Rowbotham, Bist. of 2Aisic, do. 1885-87, 1. ; 
E. Nanmann, Bist. of Music, Eng. tr., do. 1882-86, !. 34-63; 
J. Garstang-, Euridl Customs of Ancient Egypt, do. 1907; 
Southgate, in Musical News, Aug. 1903. 

James Baikie. 

MUSIC (Greek and Roman). — Any tradition as 
to the first stages of development of Greek music 
is veiled in mythical obscurity. It is natural that 
with a lively and artistic people, such as tlie Greeks 
were, the culture of music should have been very 
wide-spread. There was a great abundance of 
popular melodies, which brightened np the every- 
day life of the people (see Bucher, Arheit und 
Bhythmus^) ; their social life was enlivened by love- 
songs and drinking-songs, and they glorified the 
gods at their festivals, as well as the luotors in the 
national games, ivith choral songs accompanied by 
dances. Pindar, from whose pen there are still in 
eidstence forty-four odes of the last-mentioned 
kind, was a composer as well as a poet. The 
oldest piece of Greek music which has come down 
to us — leaving out of account as unquestionably 
spurioim the composition of three verses of the 
Homeric Hymn to Demeter — is the beginning of a 
melody to Pindar’s first Pythian Ode. The JMuib 
Athanasius Kircher published it in his Musurgia 
universalis (Rome, 1650). It is true that the 
manuscript to wWch he appeals has not been 
found, and therefore the genuineness of the melody 
has been doubted in various quarters. Von Jan 
{Musici scriptores Greed ; see also Supplement, 

‘ Melodiarum reliquim ’) has not admitted it to his 
list at all. The most reliable information on all 
questions relating to the history of Greek music 
is to be found in Hugo Riemann’s Handbuch der 
Musibgeschichfe, i, i. (the Pindar melody is given 
on p. 131). 

The epoch-making researches of Rudolph West- 
phal (Die Musik des griech. Altertums and Griech. 
Marmonik und Melopoeie^) require critical testing, 
because Westphal, with more imagination than 
discretion, has advanced a great many uncertain 
hypotheses. F. A. Gevaerb’s Hist, et thiorie de la 
musique de I’antiquitS must also be used with 
caution, as he depends too much upon Westphal’s 
hypotheses. The same applies to Gleditsch, _who 
treats the music of the Greeks as an appendix to 
metrics in Iwan MuUer’s Handbuch der Mass. 
Altertumswissenschaft^, vol. ii. 

Out of the choral lyric sprang the drama, which 
in the classical period was chiefly musical drama; 
The comparative criticism which Aristophanes in 
his Frogs devotes to the art of Alschylus and 
Euripides is aimed at their music ^ite as much 
as the contents of their dramas. There is also 
extant a short fragment of a melody from the 
Orestes of Euripides (see von Jan’s Supplement, 
p. 4f.). 

Alongside of the drama, from about B.c. 400 
the dithyrambus assumed an important part in the 
perfecting of musical expression ; and the primitive 
v6pos became from that time the field m which 
ever-increasing virtuosity could display its skill. 
In correspondence with the freer formation of the 
lyrical rhythms, from this time onwards the voice- 
part paid more attention to the distribution of the 
accents, which in the Greek language have a 


musical meaning of their own (cf. Crusius, 'Die 
delphischen Hymnen’ in Philologus, liii., Suppl.). 
Besides songs accompanied by stringed instruments 
{KiOapigSiK-fi) and those accompanied by 'wind-instru- 
ments (oi/X^Sikt)), there was also pure instrumental 
music (KiOapiarndj and otXijToci)). Guhrauer has 
I sho^vn [Altgriech. Programm-musik) that the in- 
strumental music of the ancients was essentially 
‘ programme ’ (i.e. illustrative or descriptive) music, 
especially in the case of the Pythian v6pos, which 
represented Apollo’s fight with the dragon. 

The great importance which the Greeks attached 
to music is also shown in the fact that music culture 
and instruction were subjects of minute State 
control. Even Plato, who in his IloXtrela expresses 
himself a pronounced opponent to art, gives m that 
work most detailed attention to the regulating of 
music. On the high estimate of the ancients of 
the ethical value of music, and the controversy of 
the schools of philosophy about it, see Abert, 
Die Lehre vom Ethos in der griechischen BTusik. 
Sparta especially, acting under government orders, 
took an interest in music, and we find Terpander 
of Lesbos, the oldest musician of . importance, 
active there in the 6th or 7th cent. B.C. His name 
is closely connected with the history of citharodio 
music. 

Songs in ancient times, whether sung by indi- 
viduals or by a choir, were in unison tmroughout, 
ivith the exception that boys’ and men’s voices 
were an octave apart from each other. Moreover, 
the independent tones of the accompanying instru- 
ments, which may have been inserted between, 
must not be understood as , a second part in the 
sense attached to that expression by an ear 
accustomed to harmony. Westphal’s contentions 
about polyphony rest partly on arbitrary conclu- 
sions and partly on a misunderstanding of the 
word iro\v(po)yla, which does not have the same 
meaning as our modem ‘polyphony’ (see Graf, cfe. 
Grcecorum veterum re mitsica', for information 
about stringed instruments see von Jan, Die 
griech, Saiteninstrumente, and art. ‘ Saiteninstru- 
mente,’ in Baumeistcr’s Denkm&ler des Mass. 
Altertums, iii.). 

The bow was entirely unknown to the ancients ; 
the strings were either plucked with the fingers, as 
we play our harps, or beaten -with a small plectrum 
(TcVgKTpov), like our zither or the cymbm of the 
gypsies. The stringed instruments may be divided 
into two chief classes : the older simple hipa (called 
in Homer the ABapti or ifdppiy^), &nd the KiBipa., 
which is distinguished from the \iipa by its large 
square sounding-board. The original number of 
string was seven. How they were tuned, if in 
the Dorian octave (see below) with the omission 
of the third highest degree, just as, we , are in- 
formed, Terpander used it, or otherwise, we cannot 
now determine. Each string gave only one sound; 
the Greeks knew nothing about .shortening the 
strings by means of bridges. The flageolet seems 
to have been the only knoivn means of getting 
from the string a note different from the funda- 
mental one. Besides the seven-stringed lyre, there 
were also in common use a number of different 
harp-like instruments ivith a far greater number 
of strings. 

The class of ivind-instnunents is represented 
by the aihls, which in size and pitch resembled 
our clarionet rather than the flute, as it had a 
double set of reeds, and was blown from the end 
(see von Jan, art. ‘ Floten,’ in Baumeister). ^ 

It is peculiar to the Greeks that almost invari- 
ably two oiJXol were used at the same time by one 
player — a fact which Gevaert tries in vain to gloss 
over. The oldest representative of ai5X6t-playipg 
is Olympus, who, like Terpander, was from Asia- 
Minor, and belonged probably to about the same 
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time. The oldest so-called enharmonic scale is 
ascribed to him, and is, according to Riemann’s 
convincing hypothesis (p. 43 f.), the five-note scale 
■without semitones, which makes its appearance 
as the earliest stage among other peoples ns well — 
dcgahd'. From d to rf- is the Phrygian octave, 
and Olympus came from Ph^ria. After they had 
become acq^uaintcd with the iiill sevcn-npto octavo, 
people felt in these old melodies the intentional 
omission of the third note in each tetracliord, 
f and c. 'When the series of tones was trans- 
ferred to the Dorian octave c-c', and hy this 
transposition the third tone was omitted, they 
had reached the second stage of development of 
the enharmonic cf a he' c', ndiere twice an interval 
of a semitone and one of two whole tones succeed 
one another. Riemann demonstrates the same 
arrangement in Japanese music. Finally, by means 
of inserting the quarter-tone {Slant) between c and 
/ as well as between h and c', they again made up 
the tetracliord to four notes. This is the latest 
form of enharmonic, and the only one recognized 
by later theorists. 

Among other instruments, apart from cymbals, 
kettle-drums, and castanets, which serve the pur- 
poses of rhythm only, not of harmony, we must 
mention the organ fiecause of the gicat import- 
ance which it has assumed in Christian times. It 
appears for the first time in Alexandrian and 
Roman times as hydraulus, ‘ water-organ ' — so 
called because the air-supply was obtained by 
means of water-pressure — but it had only a limited 
and wholly secular use. The Alexandrian and 
Roman epochs _(cf. Fricdliindcr, Sittcngeschichte 
Homs'') show, indeed, a wide-spread musical 
activity, but it was not sufficiently creative ; it 
lived entirely in the traditions of the classical 
Greeks. In fact, an attempt was made in Hadrian’s 
time, as by Julian afterwards, to approach still 
nearer to these by means of a reform to the archaic 
(cf. Mbliler, Gcsch. dcr alien ttnd mittclaltcrl. 
Mvsik, p. 34 f.). The early Christian music, there- 
fore, ■which grew out of the musical life of the 
Romans, seemed to be a direct continuation of the 
ancient Greek. Attempts to show the close con- 
nexion between the two have been made, especially 
by Gevaert {La MilopSc antique datis Ic chant 
de Viglisc latinc), and Mbliler (‘Die griech., 
miech.-rbm., und altchrist.-lat. Musik,’ in JIQ ix. 
Suppl.). Abort (Die Mnsikanschauung des Mittcl- 
alters und Hire Grundlagen) acknowledges a direct 
connexion for the East onlj% while the Christian 
music of the West is a thing reaUy new and only 
artificially adapted to the ancient theory by the 
scholars of the Middle Ages. 

Along ■\vith the development of practical music 
theoretical investigation of music ■ivas also pro- 
ceeding. The first important stride was made by 
Pythagoras, when he showed how the numerical 
proportions of the consonances correspond to tlie 
varying lengths of a string. The later Pytha- 
goreans were a^ivare that the notes are due to 
aerial vibrations, which have similar underl 3 dng 
relations to one another. The only consonances 
recognized by the ancients w’ere the octave, the 
fifth, and the fourth ; it was much later that they 
became conscious of the third as a harmonious 
chord (cf. Graf, Die Theorie dcr AkicstiJc im 
griech. . Altcrtum). The proportion of the third 
4 : 5 seems to have been hit upon more by accident 
as one of the results of many calculating experi- 
ments ; it was as unloiown to Pythagoras as the 
small whole-tone 9 : 10. He got by the addition of 
two large whole-tones the very large third 64:81, 
and, os the difference between this and the fourth, 
the very artificial semitone 243 : 256. An excellent 
example of these Pythagorean studies is the 
Sectio Canonis of the great , mathematician Euclid 


(von Jan, hfusici scriptorcs Grceci, p. 148 f. ; on 
pp. 115-147 is collected all that is kno'svn about 
the Pythagoreans). 

An attitude of opposition to the Pythagoreans 
was assumed to some extent by the school of 
Aristotle. What we find scattered through the 
different writings of Aristotle about music, von Jan 
has carefully gathered together at the beginning 
of his collection. Bk. xix. and part of bk. xi. 
of the Aristotelian Problemata treat of weighty 
musical questions. These are rmroduced and 
annotated in von Jan, p. 39 f. But his treat- 
ment is superseded by the edition of Gevaert 
and Vollgratr {Les Proolimes musicaux d’Aristote), 
which handles the subject from new and fruitful 
points of view. The most important pupil of 
Aristotle, with regard to music, and at the same 
time the greatest musical theorist of antiquity, 
was Aristoxenus, whose Elements of Sarmony 
should be studied in Macran’s ’Apurro^ivov apfioviKh 
a-Toixeta (Oxford, 1902) instead of in the somewhat 
profuse treatment of Westphal (Leipzig, 1883- 
93). Aristoxenus managed to find the proper 
medium between the empiricism of the practical 
musicians, which was based on no principle, and 
the too abstract theory of the Pythagoreans. A 
very important source of information is found, 
again, in the three books dc Musica of Aristides 
Quintilianus (ed. Albert Jahn, Berlin, 1882), who 
lived in the 1st or 2nd cent. A.D. We get the 
greatest amount of historical information in the 
book preserved under Plutarch’s name, Ilepl /lovtnidjs 
(ed. Weil and Reinach, with Fr. tr. and notes). A 
little later lived Ptolemceus, the great geographer 
and astronomer, whose Harmonics, along with the 
commentary of Porphyrins, represents the last 
great system of ancient musical theory. Both of 
these works were largely supplemented by Bryen- 
niiis the Byzantine, who belonged to the I4th 
century. The newest (!) edition of all these three 
books is that of John Wallis, in his Opera mathe- 
matica, iii., in the year 1699. 

Among other Greek writers special mention is 
due to Alypius in the 4th cent, a.d., as the man 
who has handed down to us most fully the Greek 
sj’stem of notation, by ■ivriting out and describing 
altogether fifteen transposition-scales in the three 
kinds of tones, so that-— Avith the omission of the 
last six series — he has really given and described 
thirty-nine scales through two octaves and in two 
kinds of musical characters (von Jan gives the 
tables on p. 367 f . ). 

The Greeks had a double musical notation. The 
newer employs the Avell-knouTi letters of the Ionic 
alphabet, and that in descending order ; the older 
consists of heterogeneous signs, and up to the pre- 
sent time neither its origin nor the system of its 
composition has been explained. Only the practi- 
cal meaning of the signs has been made quite clear. 
In the older system the raising of a note a quarter- 
tone or a semitone was signified by a different 
position of the same sign. The neiver notes used 
to be called singing- notes and the older ones 
instrument -notes, but the Delphian discoveries 
have shoAATi us that their use was not originally 
distinguished in that way. Among the Latin 
writers Boethius, who was a contemporary of the 
great Theodoric, is Avorthy of mention on account 
of the authoritative position Avhich his Avork, dc 
Musica, held all through the Middle ■ Ages. We 
noAV find the most lucid collection of sources in 
Riemann, pp. 10-26. 

With regard to the extant specimens of music, 
the three Hymns of Dionysius and . Mesomedes 
Avere the first to be made xnoAA'n ; they belonged 
to Hadrian’s time, and were communicated by the 
father of Galileo in 1681. In 1650 there folloAved 
Kircher’s Pindar melody. All the other pieces avo 
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owe to the last decade of the 19th century. There 
is the fragment from Euripides’ preserved 

on papyrus ; and there are also the two Hymns to 
Apollo, apparently from the 2nd cent. B.C., which 
the excavations of the French at Delphi have 
brought to light ; and, lastly, the only completely 
preserved piece, the Epitaph of Seikilos. All 
these are admirably brought together in von Jan’s 
Supplement ; the Seikilos song is given in facsimile 
inMohler, Geschichte, p. 19. 

The basis of the ancient Greek tone-system was 
the tetrachord, i.e. a succession of a semitone and 
two whole tones — efga ; and there may have been 
an ancient sort of singing theme, which moved only 
•within the compass of these notes — the tonic a and 
the dominant e (cf. the frequent recitative con- 
clusion a e in modern music). The addition of a 
second similarly constructed tetrachord above it — 
h c' d' c' — gives rise to the Dorian octave e-e'. 
It corresponds to our A minor, for a is the 
tonic, and the Dorian octave therefore contains 
the notes for melodies which reach as far as a fifth 
above the tonic and a fourth below it. The key- 
note a is called (the names of the notes are 
feminine, x°pH being understood) ; the lowest is 
the inrArp (the idea of high and low is here ap- 
parently reversed ; probably the designation is due 
to the position of the strings on certain old instru- 
ments) ; the highest, e', in contrast to this, is called 
vip-q (= yedrq, lit. ‘the lowest’). The stringed 
instrument was held on the left side, so that the 
lowest string was farthest away from the body. 
As the tonic was the one which sounded most 
frequently and loudest, it was struck %vith the 
thumb ; and then the index-finger came on the 
next lowest. This finger is called 6 XixaySs (from 
Xel^w. ‘lick,’ lit. ‘licking finger’); and hence the 
note g itself is called p Xtxavds. The names of 
the remaining notes are simply derived from their 
position, the Dorian octave being named in this 
way; 

. « / _ g a A _ c d _ «' 

inrdrt} wapwrart) irapatitcnj rptTr] Tropawjnj y^rtj 

or 

Trapaptecro; 

The upper tetrachord can also he added in such 
a way that the fit<rp is its starting note. Then it 
is called, not h d d’ e', but a b c' d'. The two 
tetrachords are dra'wn so nearly together by this 
process that the two form only seven tones. From 
cuyoTTw, ‘ join together,’ the notes of this upper 
tetrachord are called the a-wppptyoi, and in contrast 
to this the notes of the tetrachord first described 
are the die^eirytitvoi. The xapa^n^o-Tj drops out, b is I 
called rplrp, and so on. Thus, for example, the 
ninj of the combined tetrachord is the same note 
as the Tapav^nj of the other, namely d. By intro- 
ducing the note b, they now made use of this 
tetrachord as a means of modulating from A minor 
to D minor. The Dorian octave was extended 
in both directions, a combined tetrachord A-e, 
the CTTaroi, being added below (e-a are called, in 
contrast to this, the pta-oi ) ; and similarly a 
combined e'-a', the iirepPoXaToi, was added above. 
Now we have two complete octaves, with the ex- 
ception of the note a ; this is added and is there- 
fore called the Trpoa-’Xap.^avS/ievot. In this way the 
complete system of fifteen notes is formed — or 
eighteen rather, as the three notes of the com- 
bined tetrachord are usually added. In reality it 
consists of sixteen notes, two of which {c' and d') 
have double signs; a is now really ptcrvi for it 
stands at the interval of an octave from the Trpoa-- 
\ap.pav6p.evos as well as from the y-Arq inrepPoKaloiv. 

The Dorian octave e-e' is one of the seven 

ossible sections from the infinitely continuous 

iatonic scale ■without chromatic signs. In our 
music there are only two of them in use, namely. 


the (descending) minor scale a'-a and the major 
scale c-c'. In Greek music we find all the seven 
used. They are called the seven appovlai, from 
apiid^bi, ^ ‘fit together,’ because the combination 
of semitones and tones in each scale was in a 
different order. Coming downwards from e to e' 
of the Dorian scale, d-S' is called the Ph^gian 
octave, c-c' the Lydian, h Mixolydian, a Hypo: 
dorian or jEolian, g H^ophrygian or Ionic (lastic), 
and / Hypolydian. Thanks to Boethius, these 
nanies came to be used in the Church music of the 
Middle Ages, but, through a confusion, possibly 
due to the transference or the names to the trans; 
position scales (see below), the Church notes are 
placed differently and in an inverted order ; 


Dorian . 

Ancient. 

. . d 

Middle Ages. 
d 

Phrj'gian 

. . d' 

e 

Lydian . 

d 

f 

Mixolydian . 

. A 

g 

Hj-podorian . 

. . a 

a 

Hypophrj'gian 

g 

A 

Hypolydian . 

. . / 

d 

(cf. Mohler, Gesch. p. 

79 f.). 



The position of the tonic in the Greek octaves is 
stUl an unsolved problem. If, as in the Dorian; 
it is to be looked for at the fourth stage from 
below, then, for example, the Phryrfan would be 
a G major with a large seventh, the Lydian an 
F major with an exceedingly large fourth. Perhaps 
several octaves have the same tonic (as Dorian 
and jEolian, which at that time stood in the rela- 
tion of authentic and plagal to each other), and 
differ only in the compass of the notes used in 
the melody. Probably the scales were originally 
accidental, i.e. they contained the tones of certain 
melodies which were well knorni in particular 
localities (hence the names), and not until some 
time later, when they were united in a system, 
were they conceived as essential, i.e. always de- 
pending on a fixed tonic. 

Up to this point the basis of our examination 
has been the diatonic scale ■\vithout chromatic 
signs. Now each of the seven octaves can be trans- 
posed to our scale of equal temperament of twelve 
semitones ; thus arise the rpdiroi, or transposition- 
scales, which are called likewise by the names 
Dorian, Phrygian, etc. If, in the octave e-e', 
we raise f and c to fS and cS, we get a Phrygian 
octave, and if we also raise g and d, the Lydian is 
formed. To correspond to this Riemann composes 
the Lydian rptiros like the scale ■with four sharps, 
and transcribes in Ci minor the pieces handed down 
in this kind of scale. In all other ■writers we find 
them transcribed in D minor. For Bellermann and 
Fortlage, who started the investigation of Greek 
musiem notation in 1847, regarded the Hypolydian 
octave [f-f' without signs) as the fundamental 
scale, and so related the transpositiop-scales to this 
octave that, for example, the Dorian rpS-n-o! was 
fixed as B minor with five flats, for in this yva-yf-f 
gives a Dorian octave. Riemann (pp. 186, 193 f.) 
rejects this raising as groundless and misleading. 
The setting up of these scales presupposes a know- 
ledge of tempered pitch. (Properly speaking, there 
could be only twelve, but they went far beyond 
the octave, and so Alypius counts fifteen specially- 
named Tp6vot.) As a matter of fact, practical 
musicians made use of tempered pitch even in 
classical times, and Aristoxenus made it the basis 
of liis theory, in opposition to the Pythagoreans, 
who contended from the speculative standpoint for 
the pure pitch. 

With the seven ippovlai and the twelve rpbvoi or 
T&roi in diatonic succession the wealth of the Greek 
tone-system is not exhausted. The two inner 
notes of the tetrachord could always be lowered 
according to the character of the piece of music, 
and were therefore called the variables, in oppo- 
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Bition to the two outside notes, which always 
formed a fourth. If the third note was lowered a 
semitone, there arose the series of J tone J tone 
tone — c f ft a. This is the chromatic genus, in 
contrast to the diatonic. The third genus of tone 
was tno enharmonic already mentioned, where 
two quarter-tones are followed by an interval 
of a third, e c / a—f now occupying the third 
place in the totrachord. Besides these three genera, 
there were numerous intermediate gradations used 
by the virtuosi ; and the fragments of music which 
have been preserved also show mixtures of chro- 
matic and diatonic elements, about which the 
ivritcrs on theory give no information. AVe can 
see from the scales of Aristides (p. 21) that the 
scale-system was not so systematically complete 
in Plato’s time as it appears later (cf. Laloy, in 
iJPAxxiv. 31 f.). 

' LiTERATcnE,— H. Abcrt, DU Lehre tom Ethos in dergriech. 
Itusik, Leipzig, 1899, Die Ifusikansehauung des ilitUlalUrs 
tmd ihre Grundlngen, Halle, 1905 ; Aristides Qaintillanus, de 
Jfuricn, cd. A, Jahn, Berlin, 18^; Aristoxenus, 'AppowKi 
2 toix«>o, ed. K. Westphal, Leipzig, 18S3-03, cd. H. S. lincran, 
Oxford, 1002 ; A. Banmclster, DenkmSler aes klass^ Altertums, 
Munich and Leipzig, 1885-83 ; F. Bellermann, Die Tonleitem 
und SlusiknoUn der Griechen, Berlin, 1817 ; K. BUehcr, Arbeit 
vnd Dhgthmusi, Leipzig, 1902; O. Cmsins, 'Die dclphischcn 
Hj-mnen,' Philotogus, liii. [1894] Suprf. ; L. FricdlSndcr, 
SUtengeschichte Eomst, Leipzig, 1901; F. A. Gevaert, Bist. 
et thlorU de la musigue de Cantiguiti, 2 vols., Ghent, 1876-81, 
La llilopie antique dans le chant de Viglise latine, do. 1895; 
Gevaert and J. C. Vollgraff, LesProbllmes musieaux dtAristote, 
Paris, 1809-1903; H. Gleditsch, ‘Metrik der Griechen und 
Bomer,* in I. Muller’i Dandbuch der klass. Altertumsimss. ii.s 
[1901] ; E. Graf, de Greceorum veterum re musiea, Marburg, 
1889, Die Theorie der Alixslil; tm griteh. AUertiim, Gumbinnen, 
1891, and in Jahresbericht fiber die Forlschritte der klass. Alter- 
tumstn'ss. civ. [1000], oxvlil. [1003]; H. Gnhrancr, AltgriecJi. 
Projramm-jnurit, Wittonbcfj:, 1004; C. von Jan, DU grUch. 
Saiteninstrumente, Saargemund, 1882; L. Laloy, 'Andennea 
Gammes cnharmonlques,' itPft xxiv. [1900] ; A. Mdhlcr, Oeseh. 
der alien und mittehlterl, Musik, Leipzig, 1900, ‘ Die gricch., 
gricoh..r5ni., nnd nltchrl3t.-lat. Musik,’ In JlQ ix. [1898] Suppl. ; 
itusiei seriptores Graei, ed. 0. von Jan, Lcipdg, 1895, and 
Supplement. ‘Mclodiarum reliquim,' do. 1690; Plutarch, tr«pl 
povo-iioiv, cd. H. Well ondT. Bclnach, Paris, 1000; Ptolemsus, 
Harmonies, Porphyrias, and Birennlus, cd. J. Wallis, Opera 
mathematiea, Oxford, 1099, 111. ; H. Riemann, Dandbueh der 
ilusikgetehiehte, 1 . 1., Leipzig, 1004 ; R. Westphal, Die ilusik 
des grieeh. Altertums, do. 1^, GrUeh. Barmonih und Held- 
poeUS, do. 1880 (=A. Bossbach and Westphal, Theorie der 
musischen Sdnsie der Bellenen, U.). E. GBAP. 

. MUSIC (Hebrew),— -I. Origin. — Hebrew tradi- 
tion ascribes the origin of music to Jubal, one of 
the three sons of Lamech. ‘ He was the father of 
all such as handle the harp and organ ’ (RV * pipe,’ 
Gn 4"*). He had an elder brother Jabal, who is 
likewise described as ‘ the father of such as dwell 
in tents, and of such as have cattle’ (v.^”). The 
dose relation thus assigned to the fathers of the 
pastoral and the musical arts— they are represented 
as being bom of the same mother, while Tubal- 
cain, the first smith, was the son of the other wife 
of Lamech — witnesses to the belief that the origin 
of music is to be found among a people of pastoral 
habits. The shepherd playing on nis pipe to call the 
sheep (Jg 6’® RV), or to beguile the tediousness of 
his w’atch, appeared to the Hebrew mind the earliest 
type of musician. Similarly the Greeks ascribed 
to Pan the invention of the syrinx. It may bo 
that, the inclusion in Cain’s family-tree of the 
originator of the art of musie indicates a tendency 
on the part of the compiler to view with disfavour 
the arts which hod banished the severe simplicity 
of primitive times. But, if so, this is a view 
which, so far as music is concerned, finds no further 
expression in the Bible, where music is consistently 
regarded with favour as the natural utterance of 
the joy which fills the heart, and the fitting channel 
whereby the voice of man may convey to God his 
gratitude arid devotion. 

2 . Music in rejoicing. — In the Bible the employ- 
ment of music in connexion with religion is a later 
development. The first uses to which it was put 


were secular, and in the social life of the people it 
played an important part. It Avas used on occa- 
sions of rejoicing. Victory in battle is celebrated 
in song (Ex Jg The Avomen Avelcome 

the conqueror Avith music and dancing. So Miriam 
and the Avomen celebrate the discomfiture of 
Pharaoh’s host (Ex 16-°''), and Jephthah’s daughter 
brings her fate upon herself, in consequence of her 
father’s rash voav (Jg After his victory 

Jehoshaphat goes up to the TeiMle ‘ Avith psalteries 
and harps and trumpets’ (2 Ch 20“). At feasts 
nnd convivial meetings there Avere song and instru- 
mental musie (Is 6”, Am 6®, Sir 32®- ®), and, among 
tho^ features Avhich go to make up the happy life 
which Job grudges to the Avicked, music is not for- 
gotten ( Job 2P®). The merry-making at the vintage 
festival took the form of dance and song (Jg 9®^ 
21“, Is 16*®). One of the outstanding features in 
the marriage celebrations was the festal procession 
Avith music nnd dancing to the house of the bride- 
groom (1 Mac 9®’’- ®®). It Avos such a familiar sight 
that the very children in the markets used to 
imitate it in their sport (Mt 11”). To Jeremiah 
the ceasing from the streets of the voice of the 
bridegroom and of the bride is typical of the 
desolation Avhich is to overtake the land (Jer 7®® 
16® 25'®). The long-lost son is Avelcomed home 
Avith music and dancing (Lk 16“). It appears 
likoAvise to have been the custom on occasion to 
speed the parting guest with music (Gn 31®®). At 
any public ceremony, such as the coronation of the 
king, music played nn important part (1 K 1®®, 
2 K 11'*). In all ranks of society it Avas esteemed. 
The king had his singers and instrumental per- 
formers (2 S 19“, Ec 2®) ; the young men at the 
gates entertained themselves AVith music (La 6'*) ; 
the shepherd lad had his lyre (1 S 16’®) ; the harlot 
used song nnd playing to augment her blandish- 
ments (Is 23'®) ; in the Exile the Jews used to take 
their l;^es Avith them, as had doubtless been their 
wont at home, Avhen they gathered together for 
social intercourse, though they had no heart to 
sing (Ps 137”-). 

3. Music in mourning. — But music Avas not 
employed only on joyful occasions. It had its 

lace also in the ceremonial of mourning. The 

irge Avns a recognized form of HebreAV poetry. It 
was sung in connexion Avith the obsequies. 
Jeremiah composed one for Josiah, Avhich was sung 
by the singing men and the singing Avomen (2 Ch 
35®®), and David’s lament over Saul and Jonathan 
has been preserved (2 S 1'®’®®). It became the 
custom to employ professional mourners to bewail 
the dead. The lamentation began in the home 
(Mt 9®®), and was continued as the funeral proces- 
sion marched Avith mournful music to the grave. 
Elutes are the only instruments of which Ave read 
in connexion Avith funerals (Mt 9®®). The use of 
music at funerals became so firmly established 
that, according to Maimonides, the poorest hus- 
band Avas expected to provide at least tAVo flute- 
players and one mourning Avoman for the funeral 
of nis wife (Comm, in Mishnajoth, ch. 4). 

4. Hebrew susceptibility to music. — ^Evidence 
of the susceptibility of the HebreAV temperament 
to music is supplied by the cases of Saul and 
Elisha. When Saul is troubled by an eidl spirit, 
his melancholy is dispelled by the plajring of 
David (1 S 16'®-®®). When as a , young man he 
meets the company of prophets Avorltmg them- 
selves up_ into an ecstasy by the music which 
accompanies them, Saul too is carried away .'and 
prophesies (1 S 10®*-). The same thing happened 
on a, later occasion Avhen he attempted to take 
Daidd prisoner as he was dAvelling in Naioth with 
Samuel and the prophets. The various messengers 
Avliom he sent Avere all overcome by the spirit and 
prophesied; and, Avhen Saul himself came to 
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achieve the capture, he too was carried away {1 S 
1920-24). There is no express mention of music in 
the latter passage ; hut doubtless this was the 
method by which the prophets produced that state 
of ecstasy suggested by the description of them as 
‘prophesying.’ So, when Elisha desired to pro- 
phesy, he called for a minstrel, and by the aid of 
the music the hand of the Lord came upon him 
{2K3>'). 

5. Music in religious worship. — It was natural 
that an art which played such an important part 
m the. social life of the people should have its place 
in religious worship. Of the history of its intro- 
duction in this connexion we have, however, no 
record. . If we accept the account of Chronicles, 
then it is to David that is to he assigned the credit 
of making provision for the musical service of the 
Temple. But it is characteristic of the Chronicler 
to antedate the religious practices of his own day. 
So, however valuable his account as furnishing a 
picture of the Temple service in post-Exilio times, 
it is (juite unreliable as evidence regarding the 
conditions in the first Temple. There is no men- 
tion of sacred singers or musicians in the Penta- 
teuch, and it is hardly credible, if the musical 
service of the first Temple was in the highly organ- 
ized state described in Chronicles, that no rela- 
tions regarding it should be laid down there. But, 
while we cannot accept the account in Chronicles 
of the elaborate arrangements made by David, that 
does not mean that the whole musical service was 
a post-ExUic development. There must have been 
a considerable musical staff in the first Temple, 
for we read of a body of singers, called the children 
of Asaph, in the list of those who returned from 
the Exile (Ezr 2^‘, Neli 7“). These would be 
descendants of those who had held office before 
the fall of Jerusalem, for it is impossible that 
the organization of a staff of Temple musicians 
was the work of the Exile. From Am 5^ and 
Is 30^- we know that the use of music in con- 
nexion with relmious. worship was an established 
practice. Indeed, it is probable that the associa- 
tion extends much further back than the time of 
David. Among the ancient Hebrews there was 
not the sharp distinction between the sacred and i 
the secular that obtains with us. Many of the | 
social festivities with which music was associated 
had a certain religious significance. The great 
historical feasts which assumed such importance 
in the Jewish religion were originally rustic festi- 
vals to celebrate the more important agricultural 
events of the year. It is natural that the music 
which played such an important part in these 
social celebrations should have a place in the 
religious festivals which took their place. The 
dance and song which were features of these rustic 
festivals were retained in the religious procession, 
such as is described in connexion with the bring- ’ 
ing up of the ark to Zion in 2 S 6. Thus, gradu- 
ally and naturally, music was associated with 
religious celebrations. As these celebrations be- 
came more elaborate, the provision for the employ- 
ment of music in connexion with them would 
become more complex. "Whether David had any 
part in the organization of the musical arrange- 
ment in divine worship we cannot tell. In the 
book of Samuel he is described as a skilful player 
upon the lyre (1 S 16>8), and in Am 6.® there is a 
reference to his invention of musical instruments 
(Nowack would read ‘ all kinds of songs ’ instead 
of ‘ instruments of song’). But there is nothing in 
the earlier historical books, with the exception of 
the two psalms attributed to him in the appendix to 
2 Sam., to identify him with the David who figures 
in Chronicles as the founder of the Temple psal- 
mody. The instruments of song which he invented, 
alluded to in Am 6®, are such as are in use at 


banquets rather than' those intended for worship. 
And there is a striking contrast between the 
scenes at the bringing up of the ark described in 
2 Sam. , where David danced and leapt before the ark, 
and the stately ceremonial on the same occasion 
described in Chronicles. It may very well be that 
David, an expert musician, interested himself in 
the ^vider use of music in religious services. But, 
if he did, we have no data upon which to come to 
a decision as to the extent and character of his 
work. 

For the same reason we are unable to form any 
clear idea of what was the nature of the musical 
service in the first Temple. "We may confidently 
assume that the musical staff would be on a very 
much more modest scale than Chronicles alleges. 
It has been thought by some that the people took 
a more active part in the musical service than in 
later times (Cheyne, Origin of Psalter, p. 194). 
But how far this participation extended, and what 
precisely was the nature of the musical side of the 
service, we have no means of determining. With 
regard to post-Exilie times our information is 
somewhat fuller. There was a large staff of 
Temple musicians. They were grouped together 
in ^ilds called by the name of the head of the 
family from whom they were descended — e.g,, 
Asaph, Heman, Korah. The headings of many of 
the Psalms indicate that they are taken from the 
collection which bore the name of one of these 
gilds. Previous to the time of Ezra and Nehemiah 
riie musicians were distinguished from the Levites 
(Schiirer, HJP II. i. 271 ; art. ‘ Priests and 
Le'vites,’ in EDB iv. 92’’), but from this time 
onwards they were included among them. Their 
articular function was to accompany the daUy 
urnt-offering and other parts of the service mth 
song and instrumental music. To what extent the 
people joined in the musical service is uncertain. 
Probably their participation, in later times at any 
rate, was restricted to occasional responses such as 
‘Amen,’ ‘Hallelujah’ (1 Ch 16’^ Ps 106‘®), ‘For 
His mercy endureth for ever’ (Ps 136 ; cf. Jer 33*^). 
The instruments generally used at the Temple 
service were the two stringed ones, the kinnor and 
the nehel, of which a considerable number were 
employed in the Temple orchestra, and the cymbals, 
of which there was only one pair played by the 
conductor to mark the time. These instruments 
appear to have been supplemented on occasion by 
flutes {I33O-®, Ps5, superscription ‘ Upon Nehiloth,’ 
which is taken by some to indicate accompaniment 
by flutes [see Delitzsch, ad loc.]). There like-wise 
fall to be included in the list of instruments used 
in worship the trumpets, which were played, not 
by the Levites, but by the priests. They were used 
at the daily offering and other parts of the service, 
and were likewise sovmded from the roof of the 
Temple to announce the dawn of the Sabbath 
(Josephus, BJ IV. ix. 12). According to the ac- 
count given in 1 Ch the singers played their 
o\vn accompaniment, whereas in Ps 68“ the singers 
are distinguished from the instrumentalists, and 
march first in the procession. Perhaps the latter 
arrangement was a later development (Ewald, Die 
Dickter des alien Bundes, la. 212). From the 
descriptions given- of the dedication of the Temple 
(2 Ch 7®), and of the consecration of it after its 
cleansing by Hezekiah (2 Ch 29“-“), it appears that 
the singing and the instrumental performance by 
the Levites and the blowing of the trumpets by 
the priests all took place simultaneously. But in 
the second Temple the blo-wing of the trumpets, at 
any rate, did not accompany but succeeded the 

E erformance by the choir and musicians. There 
ave even been some who maintain _ that the 
instruments did not accompany the voices at all, 
but played interludes at pauses in the singing by 
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the choir, and that the word ‘ Selah,’ which occurs 
occasionally in the Psalms, indicates that the 
instrumental interlude should here begin (soDiestol, 
in Schenkers 5i5c^-ica:t7wn, iv. 2C0f.). To take 
the Avord ‘ Selah ’ as a sign for some kind of instru- 
mental interlude is perhaps the most satisfactory 
interpretation. But it does not folloAV that the 
instruments were entirely silent during the singing 
of the choir. They may have been supplying an 
accompaniment, and at the sign ‘ Selah ’^may have 
been meant to play alone, perhaps louder than 
previously. It is not likely tliat the instruments 
Avere restricted to these interludes in the singing. 
The HebrcAvs had little knoAvledge of music save 
ns an accompaniment to the voice. Musical in- 
struments Avere to them pre-eminently ‘ instruments 
of song’ (1 Ch 16«, 2 Ch 7« 34^ Am 6“, Nch 12^). 

It is a point of dispute Avhether there Avero any 
women among the Temple musical staff. One or 
two passages seem to favour the positive. Ezr 
2“ and Neb 7^ speak of singing Avomen among the 
returned exiles. According to 1 Ch 25“'‘, Heman 
had three daughters Avho Avith their brothers Avere 
instructed for song in the house of the Lord. And 
in Ps 68“ the damsels Avith timbrels arc described 
as taking their place among the singers and 
players. But it is not said in Ezr 2“ and Neh 7®’ 
that the female singers there mentioned belonged 
to the Temple musicians, Avho have already been 
mentioned earlier in tliese chapters. And the 
verse in Ps 68 describes, not a Temple service, but 
a religious procession. This leaves only the refer- 
ence to the daughters of Heman. In view of the 
general tendency of the post-Exilic cultus to ex- 
clude AA'omon from office, Ave should require fuller 
evidence to convince us of the fact that they had 
any recognized place on the musical staff of the 
second Temple. 

6 . Character of Hebrew music. — "We have no 
data upon Avhich to base any conclusions as to the 
essential character of the music of the HebrcAvs. 
We do not knoAV, e.y., Avhat Avas the nature of the 
scale or scales Avhich it employed, or Avhat the 
stracture of its melodies. The HebreAvs do not 
appear to have had any system of musical notation. 

It has been suggested that we may find such 
notation in the HebrcAV accents ; but there is no 
eAudence that these had any musical significance, 
or served any other than a rhetorical purpose (cf. 
Forkel, Gcsch. der Musih, i. 162 ff.). Some of the 
superscriptions of the Psalms appear to contain 
musical directions, and, Avere Ave certain of their 
significance, Ave might get more insight into the 
character of HebrcAV music. For instance, some 
have thought to find in the direction ‘ Upon 
Sheminith ’ (Pss 6. 12, 1 Ch 16“), which they trans- 
late ‘in the octave,’ proof that the HebreAVS had,' 
like ourselves, a scale of seven steps. That trans- 
lation might be accepted, AvereAve satisfied on other 
grounds of the employment of such a scale among 
the Hebrews. But, ap.art from independent 
proof, it is quite unjustifiable to assign this inter- 
pretation to the phrase, and base upon it a con- 
clusion as to the nature of the HebroAv scale. The 
words might mean various other things — c.g., the 
kind of instrument to be employed, one with eight 
strings, or the musical mode to be chosen, the eighth. 
Probably there were various modes in use among 
the HebreAvs, as Avith the Greeks. Some of the 
other superscriptions have been taken as indicating 
that a certain mode is to be employed — e.g., Pss 8. 
81. 84, ‘ Upon Gittith,’ Avhich may be a mode called 
after Gath (Evvald, op. cit. p. 223), Ps 9, ‘ Upon 
Muth-labben,’ Ps56, ‘ Upon Jonath-elem-rechokim,’ 
Pa 67, etc., ‘ Al-taschith,’ in Avhich cases Ave seem 
to have the opening Avords of songs Avhich indicate 
either the melody or the mode to be employed. 
But the whole question of the superscriptions of 


the Psalms is very obscure, and there, is so little 
unanimity among scholars as to their significance 
that Ave can draAv no conclusions from them as to 
the character of HebreAV music. From Avhat Ave 
knoAv of the music of kindred peoples Ave shall 
probably not’ be far Avrong in concluding that 
HebreAV song Avas more or less a kind of musical 
declamation to a chant consisting of a feAV notes 
AA'ithin moderate compass, the accompanying in- 
struments being employed mainly in marking the 
rhythm. There is no evidence that the Hebrews 
had . any knoAvledge of harmony. Their musical 
orformances, both vocal and instrumental, Avould 
0 all in unison. Some aa-ouM cite 2 Ch 5’®, ‘ the 
trumpeters and singers Avere as one, to make one 
sound to be heard,’ as direct evidence to this effect. 
One might as Avell assign a technical musical signi- 
ficance to Chaucer’s description of the singing of 
the birds, ‘al of oon accorde.’ The phrases in 
Chronicles arc designed to indicate the unanimity 
of the performance. To regard them as proof of 
unison performance in the technical sense is to 
attribute to the Avriter an acquaintance with 
harmony, Avhile at the same time Ave quote his 
AA’ords to prove that HebrcAv music had no harmony. 
Probably the Temple music Avas, at first, at any 
rate, of a very noisy character. The root idea of 
the IlebroAv verb ‘ to praise,’ from Avhich the Avord 
for ‘psalm’ is derived, is ‘to make a noise,’ and 
Clieyne finds a hint of ‘ the humble origin of the 
lichrciW t'Mllald (‘psalm’) in the shouting of the 
Arabs as they enter the sanctuary {op. cit. pp. 
194, 460). To make a loud noise to JaliAveh ap- 
pears to have been the prominent feature in the 
HebreAV conception of praise. In La 2’ the noise 
made by the Chaldrean soldiery in the Temple is 
compared to the sound of the Avorshippers at some 
festival. 

7. Musical instruments. — The HebreAvs had a 
A’ariety of musical instruments. Almost no infor- 
mation is given in the Bible os to their construc- 
tion or use, nor have any contemporary representa- 
tions of them been preserved. But there are many 
such representations of the instruments in use 
among the neighbouring Oriental peoples to be 
found among the Egyptian, Assyrian, and Baby- 
lonian monuments, and Ave may safely assume that 
the instruments of the HebreAA-s Avere not essentially 
different. The instruments mentioned in the Bible 
fall into three groups : (i.) instruments of percus- 
sion, (ii.) Avind instruments, and (iii.) stringed 
instruments. 

i. Instruments of percus.sion.— These mark 
the rhythm, and would probably be first in the 
order of development, the rhythmical element in 
music being the feature Avhich makes the strongest 
appeal to tlie primitive mind. The foUoAving are 
the instruments of percussion mentioned in the 
OT. 

(rt) The t^h (f|iFi, ‘tabret’ or ‘timbrel,’ LXX 
Tipwavov), a kind of hand-drum formed of a frame 
of AA’ood Avith a piece of skin stretched over . it. 
The usual shape is circular, but occasionally on 
the monuments Ave meet Avith a square shape also. 
It Avas struck Avith the back of the hand or Avith 
the fingers, and Avas usually played by Avomen. , It 
AA’as employed on occasions of rejoicing, and 
served to mark the rhythm for song or dance, or 
for the other instruments. It does not appear .to 
have been used in the Temple worship, but ■ in 
religious processions it had its place (2'S 6®, Ps 
68“ 149’). 

(6) ThemS-pltatm (d’.jj5?¥p) orselsSltm (d’^¥ 5’V)> ^ 
which occurs only in 2 S 6’, Ps 150’, ‘cymbals,’ 
LXX KiJ/upaXo. These were made of brass (1 Ch 15’“) 
and Avere similar in shape to those in use among 
ourselves. They AA-ere reserved chiefly for religious 
purposes, and Avere used in the Temple Avorship by 
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the conductor to give the beat to the performers 
(1 Ch 15'® 16®). In Ps 150® some have thought to 
find in the twofold designation of the cymbals 
{silsSl&shdtnd , silsilS-theniah, 'loud cymbals,’ 
‘high sounding' ‘cymbals,’ AV) a distinction 
between two ditferent lands of instrument, regard- 
ing the former as castanets and the latter as 
ordinary cymbals. But it is questionable whether 
the distinction is more than a rhetorical device, 
and, even if this be not the case, whether plselg- 
sTiamd is a fitting designation of castanets. 

(c) The mena an' fm -which are mentioned 

in 2 S 6®, rendered ‘comets’ in AV, ‘castanets’ 
in RV, and in RV mars, properly sistra. The 

was a Mnd of rattle, consisting of a handle 
supporting an oval metal frame, through which ran 
a number of cross bars -with projecting ends, upon 
which rings of metal were placed. When the 
instrument was shaken, these rings jangled. The 
sistrum was derived from Egypt, where it was used 
in the worship of Isis. 

(d) The shalisMm (D’¥>'^ 5 >). We meet -Nvith this 
term only in 1 S 18®. What instrument is meant 
is uncertain. AV and RV render merely ‘ instra- 
ments of music,’ AV marg. ‘ three-stringed instra- 
ments,’ RV marg. ‘triangles or three-stringed 
instruments,’ LXX Kifi^aXa. The etymology sug- 
gests an instrament in triangular foim, but whether 
a small triangular harp similar to the Greek rpl- 
ytavov or a triangle such as we stUl have in our 
orchestras is uncertain. There is no representation 
of the triangle as an instrument of percussion in 
the ancient Oriental monuments. 

ii. Wind instruments.— (a) The haltl or 
‘flute.’ We meet -nith several varieties of flute 
on the ancient monuments, single flutes, double 
flutes, flutes with mouth-pieces, cross-flutes, flutes 
varying in length and in the number of the finger- 
holes. vVe have no means of deciding which of these 
were in use among the Hebrews. The flute was 
employed by them on various occasions ; at feasts 
(Is 5'-), at marriages (1 Mac 3^®), on occasions of 
mourning ( Jer 48®®, Mt 9®® ; Josephus, BJ III. ix. 5), 
in religious processions (1 K 1^®, Is 30®®). There is 
diflerence of opinion as to whether flutes were 
employed in the Temple service in OT times. If 
nehiloth in the superscription of Ps 5 be, as main- 
tained by some recent commentators, another term 
for flutes, this would be strong evidence as to their 
use. But the interpretation of the term is very 
obscure. By the time of the Talmud, at any rate, 
they had a recognized place in the daily service. On 
twelve days in the year a flute was played before 
the altar to accompany the singing of the Hallel. | 

(6) The 'tigdb (any). Some think that this term 
denotes ‘ wind instruments ’ in general. Where it 
is taken as signifying one instrument in particular, 
opinion is divided between the ‘ bagpipe ’ and the 
‘ syrinx.’ We meet with these two instruments in 
the list given in Dn 3®, the ^viphdnidh (njjtDio, AV 
‘ dulcimer ’) being generally taken to be the bag- 
pipe, and the mashrdJdtha {so'p'i??, AV ‘ flute ’) the 
syrinx or Pan-pipe. 'Neither of these instruments 
is mentioned in connexion with religious worship. 

(c) The shophar (n?i») or Jceren (nij), ‘ horn,’ wm 
made of a ram’s horn, and hence was crooked in 
shape, though in later times it appears to have 
been straightened. Its loud tone made it useful 
for gi-ving signals. Thus it was used in war to 
summon the army (Jg 3®®), to give the signal of 
attack (Job 39®^®-) or of withdrawal (2 S 2^), to 
announce important events — e.g., the ascension of 
the king (1 K I®®), the approach of_ danger (Am 3®), 
the beginning of the year of J ubilee (Lv 25®), the 
New Year festival on the first day of the seventh 
month (Lv 23®^). The blo-\ving of the shophar oa 
New Year’s Day still remains an outstanding 
feature of the celebration in the Jewish Synagogue. 


{d) The Ji&sdserah{n-^):Q), ‘trumpet,’ is described 
by Josephus [Ant. in. xii. 6). It was made of 
metal, was not quite a cubit long, somewhat 
thicker than a flute, -widening at the mouth to re- 
ceive the breath, and bell-shaped at the lower end 
like the war trumpet. Like the shophar, it was 
occasionally used to give the alarm (2 K 11®‘). It 
is seldom mentioned m the earlier history, but in 
later times it was appropriated to ecclesiastical 
use, and the blowing of it became the exclusive 
prmlege of the priests. Trumpets were usually 
played by themselves, though occasionally we find 
them combined with other instruments (2 Ch 6'®®-). 
Blasts of the trumpets were intercalated at various 
points in the daily service. 

iii. Stringed instruments.— Throughout the 
OT, with the exception of the book of Daniel, only 
two stringed instruments are mentioned, the 
kinnor (^u?) and the nehel (!?aj). In ancient times 
stringed instruments -were played either with the 
hand or with a plectrum, the use of the bow being 
as yet unknown. We read of the kinnor being 
played wdth the hand (1 S 16®® 18®® 19®), and there 
IS no express mention of the plectrum in the OT. 
But we are hardly justified in concluding that it 
was not in use among the Hebrews. The frame of 
the instruments was made of wood, and the string 
of gut, sometimes of twisted thread. The stringed 
instruments -were those most generally in use 
among the Hebrews. Their music was of a bright 
character, and we find them present on occasions 
of festivity, at feasts (Is 5®®), at domestic celebra- 
tions (Gn 31®®), at festal processions (1 S 10®, 2S 6®), 
and the like. On occasions of mourning the so-nnd 
of their music is sUent (Is 14®', La 6®^ Job 30®'). 
In their grief the exiles in Babylon hang their 
lyres on the willow trees (Ps 137®). Stringed in- 
struments were used chiefly to accompany smging 
(1 K 10'®). Hence they played a most important 
part in the music of the Temple, constituting, in 
fact, the main body of the orchestra (1 Ch 16®, Ps 
33® 57® 150' etc.). Of the two instruments the 
kinnor appears to have been the more popular. It 
was in the hands of all classes. The &epherd lad 
played upon it (1 S 16'®“-), the harlot sang her 
songs to it (Is 23'®), it was used on occasions of 
merry-making (Job 21'®), mingling with joyful 
song and sound of the tabret (Gn 31”). Scriptural 
allusions to the neid mostly refer tp its use in 
religious worship. But we do occasionally meet 
with it in scenes of revelry (Is 5", Am 6®). 
Whether the prophetic denunciations of such con- 
■vi-vialities are to be taken as implying a reproof for 
the profanation of the sacred mstrument (Weiss, 
Die musikalischen Instmmente in den heiligen 
Schriften des AT, p. 22; E. C. A. Riebm, Sand- 
worterhuch des bwUschen Altertums^, Bielefeld, 
1893-94, 1030a6) is open to doubt. 

We are not in a position to decide with certainty 
as to the shape and character of the kinnor and the 
nebel. Kinnor (AV and RV ‘harp’) is usually 
rendered by the LXX KiBipa or Kivipa, on five occa- 
sions by \j/a\rripiov, and once by tpyavov, Nebel (AV 
and RV" usually ‘ psaltery,’ occasionally ‘ -viol,’ Is 5*® 
RV ‘ lute ’) appears as in certain books and 

as ^aKrhptov (once ^ciXu6s) m others. If the evi- 
dence of the LXX is of any weight, then we must 
regard the kinnor as a kind of lyre. According to 
Josephus (Ant. vn. xii. 3), the mvipa. is a ten- 
stringed instrument with twelve notes, played 
with the Sogers. It is expressly stated m the 
book of Samuel that David played the Jnnnor with 
the hand. It is perhaps pressing the language 
unduly to insist that he did not use a plectrum 
(see editor’s note, Wellhausen, in PB, ‘Psalms,’ 
p. 223). Whether Josephus is right or not in his 
contention as to the use of the fingers for the 
kinnor, his statement regarding the number of 
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strings of tlio nchcl is not in accordance with 
Ps'SS’ 92’ 144®, -where we read of a ten-stringed 
nchcl. The Greek and Latin Fathers find the 
distinction between kinnor and nchcl in the 
position of the resonance-hox, in the former 
ixineath and in the latter above the strings. This 
description of the kinnor would apply to instru- 
ments of the lute family as well as or the lyre, the 
resonance-box in both types of instrument being 
beneath the strings. But against the identifica- 
tion of the kinnor with the lute may bo urged the 
fact that there is no evidence on the monuments 
of the use of the latter instrument among Semitic 
peoples, and the unlikelihood of Greek writers who 
were familiar with the utOdpa, or lyre, using the 
term to designate an instrument of an entirely 
different character. If we regard the kinnor as 
an instrument of the lyre typo, it is probable 
that the nchcl was a kind of ha^. We read of its 
being played os one marched along. It must then 
have been much smaller than the harp represented 
on the Egyptian monuments, which one played 
kneeling or standing. There is an Assyrian 
harp seen on the bas-reliefs which we may well 
conceive to have been somewhat similar to the 
Hebrew nchcl. It is triangular in shape; above 
there is a curved frame which acts as the resonance- 
box, and below there is a horizontal bar or bridge, 
between which and the upper frame the strings 
ore stretched. It is played with both hands with- 
out a plectrum. As wo have said, wo have no 
certain evidence upon which to base in attempting 
the identification of the two stringed instruments 
familiar to the Hebrews ; but, if we are to decide 
upon any at all, we incline to instruments of the 
Ijre and the harp type. 

In addition to the stringed instruments to which 
we have referred, there is another mentioned in 
Dn 3’'", the §ahhckha LXX AV 

and IIV ‘sackbut’). The sackbut was a kind of 
trombone, but the sahhekha, if wo are to identify 
it with the Greek aan^iKn, was a stringed instru- 
ment introduced into Greece from the East. It 
appears to have been a small harp, not unlike the 
rpiyuvov in shape and tone, and among the Greeks 
it was generally played by Oriental women. 

Literatoue. — A lull list of the older literature vrlH be found 
In J. N. Forkel, AUgemeine GttchichU der ilrviik, Leipzig, 
17^1801, L 173 g. In addition to the articles on the subject 
In the histories of music, the text-books on Hebrew archeology, 
and the Bible dictionaries, the following may bo mentioned : 
J. L. Saalschutz, GeschichU und Wurdigung der llutik iei 
den alien Hebraem, Berlin, 1829 ; G. H. A. von Ewald, Die 
Diehter des alien Dundee, Gottingen, 183511., In. 209 ff. ; F. 
Delitzsch, Physiologie und ilusik, Leipzig, 1808, Dibl. Comm, 
dberden Pealmen*, do. 1833, p. 250., Eng. tr., London, 1887-89, 
i. 398. : H. Graetz, ‘Die Tempel-psalmen,’ Jlfonafsschr.,1878, 
pp. 217-222, * Die muslkalischen Instrumento im jerusalemlschen 
Tempel und der musikalische Ohor der Levltcn,' *6., 1881, pp. 
241-259; E. Schiirer, HJ-pn. i.-270ff. ; J. Weiss, Diemueikal- 
itehen Instrumenle -in den heiligen Schrxflen dee Allen Tesla- 
ments, Graz, 1895 ; J. Wellhausen, Appendix on ' Music of the 
Ancient Hebrews,’ in PD, * Psalms,’ London, 1898 ; J. KSberle, 
Die Tempelsiinger im Allen Teslamenl, Erlangen, 1899 ; A. 
Buchler, ‘ Zur Geschichtc der Tempelmusik und der Tempel- 
psalmen,’ ^ATW xlx. [1899] 96-133, 329-344, xx. [1000] 97-136 ; 
T. K. Cheyne, Origin of the Psalter {DL, 1889), London, 1891 ; 
W. R. Smith, OTjC, do. 1892 ; J. Stainer, Music of the Dible, 
do. 1914. G. Wadchope Stewabt. 

MUSIC (Indian). — i. Introduction, — A great 
deal more is generally knotvn of Hindu religion 
than of Hindu music. An account of the con- 
nexion between the two would be incomplete with- 
out an attempt to convey to the reader some 
idea of what Hindu music is. 

The first thing one has to gra^ is the immense 
antiquity of the art of music. The systems now 
flourishing in India and China have been trans- 
mitted without material change for so many 
centuries that we can point to no date as marking 
an advance or dividing one art period from another. 


Of ancient Greek ihiisical art the notation has 
been preserved, and we are able to piece together 
the actual scales upon which the music was founded; 
Beyond this, there are the writings of theorists, 
which do not always agree with one another, and 
a few relics in the shape of hymns -with their 
notation. We can gather from the evidence avail- 
able that the Greek and Hindu ^sterns were 
elaborated on slightly divergent Imes from a 
common source, and for that source we must look 
back far beyond the time when either Greek or 
Indian civilization came into existence. 

A close parallel may be drawn between the 
theories of Aristoxenus (350-320 B.C.) and , of 
Bharata, the earliest Hindu -writer on music. 
Although the latter’s treatise, the N&lya Rostra, 
was -i\'ritten in the 6th cent. A.D., the system 
which it describes probably dates back many 
centuries before that time. Neither Aristoxenus 
nor the originator of Indian theory, whoever he 
may have neon, could have had any accurate 
knowledge of partial tones. In attempting to 
formulate a classification of intervals they wth 
took os their unit the smallest perceptible differ- 
ence of pitch ; to Aristoxenus this was known as 
the smallest enharmonic diesis, and to the theorist 
of India as the interval of one druti. It is obvious 
that one cannot accept theories founded upon such 
a basis as literally accurate. The iruti, or diesis, 
cannot be regarded ns a unit for the measurement 
of intervals. It is, however, a good working ter- 
minology to designate the just semitone as the 
interval of two imtis, the minor tone as three 
irutis, and the major tone as four krutis. In draw- 
ing a marked distinction between the major tone 
and the minor tone the Indian theorist showed 
greater pcrspieacity than either Aristoxenus or 
Pythagoras. The Indian theorist had this ad- 
vantage, however, that he confined his attention 
to the plain diatonic genus, instead of ranging over 
all possible 'colourings’ of chromatic and en- 
harmonic. Had the ancient theorists of Greece or 
India known of partial tones, they would have ex- 
plained their intervals by working down from the 
greater to the less ; as it is, we cannot be surprised 
at their attempting to synthesize them from the 
diesis or kruti. 

2 . Modes. — The world’s earliest music was 
modal. 

To obtain a rough idea as to what is meant by mode let us 
take n simple melody such es ' God save the King,’ beginning 
on the note 0 with o pedal baas on the 0 an octave below, and 
play the air successively as modillcd by a key signature of one 
sharp, without sharps or flats, with one flat, two flats, three 
flats, four flats, and flve flats. The result would be more in 
keeping with the mode in each case if suitable changes were 
made in the melody. It will be seen from this that every com- 
plete parent scale pves seven modes differing widely from one 
another in * ethos.’ U, instead of tempering the three chief 
major triads O E G, G B D, F A 0, upon which the O major 
scale is based, we tune them in natural or just tuning, that is 
to say, without beats, we shall And that out of the flve tones of 
the scale three are major and two minor. It will be found also 
that our parent scale can be made to assume lour forms by 
varying the sequence of major and minor tones ; the chief basis 
of the scale, the concord 0 E, will remain In every case ; the 
three chords above-named will be present in some and absent 
in other forms of the scale. 

With his usual thoroughness in point of classifica- 
tion, the Indian theorist noted these possibilities 
and grouped his parent scales under the category 
of gramas. Let the figures 2, 3, and 4 denote the 
intervals of 2, 3, and 4 iruits ; the just major scale 
of Europe may then be represented thus : 

04 D3 E2 F4 G3 A4 B2 0. 

Indian modes in which the sequence of intervals 
was in the same order as in the just major scale, 

that is, 4 3 2 4 3 4 2, or 3 2 4 3 4 2 4, or 2 4 3 4 2 4 3, 

etc., were said to be in the madhyania grama. 
The other important grama was the §adja grama 
in which the order was 432443 2, 324432 4, 
etc. The corresponding C major scale would be 
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C4 D3 E 2 F4 Gt4 A3 B 2 C. Here A is in tune not 
•witii F and C but with D.^ The Indians did not 
regard the scales 3 4 2 4 3 4 2 and 3423442 as 
separate gramas, as they could be formed chro- 
matically from the sa4ja and madhyama gramas 
(a chromatic change is effected by substituting 
42 for 24). The Hindus use a tonic sol-fa system 
in which sa, ri, ga, .ma,.pa, dha, ni, sd take the 

lace of do, re, . mi, fa, sol, la, si, do, with this 

ifference, that the same terminology is used what- 
ever the mode may be. 

Thus the bass note of the drone is always sd, and the second 
note of the mode is always sung as ri, whether it is a semitone, 
minor tone, or major tone above sd. To revert to our illustra- 
tion of the formation of the modes by alteration of the key- 
signature, 0 would always be sfi, and D, whether flat or natural, 
would still'be ri. With a little careful study the table on p. 46 
will give an idea of the scales of some of the representative modes 
of Indian music. 

3 . Main features of Indian music. — The musical 
instruments of ancient times, some of which have 
survived to the present day in India, were of poor 
tonal quality compared -with those of modem 
Europe. The voice is usually accompanied by 
drums timed to sa, and by the tamhurd, a stringed 
instrument without frets, "of rich and slightly nasal 
tone, which furnishes a drone consisting of sd. and 
pa, or, occasionally, sd, and ma if the mode requires 
it. The partial tones of this instrament are so 
powerful' that it is a simple matter to sing the 
major third from the bass (knoivn as ga tlvra) in 
correct intonation. The four-^rwit ri is also taken 
with the greatest of ease. 

(а) Bdgas and rdginis. — The Indian modes, 
oMung to that genius for elaboration which the 
Hindu has shown in other arts, have been split up 
into a large number of melody-types known as 
ragas and rdginis. A ruga must begin with a 
certain note and end with a certain note, the 
melody must centre round a certain fixed note or 
pair of notes, certain well-defined melodic progres- 
sions'must be prominently used, and tlie notes of 
the scale must be sounded in ascent and in descent 
according to fixed rules. The result is that com- 
posing a melody in a given raga is like building 
a toy house out of bricks of a given pattern ; im- 
provisation is made easy. Each'raya has a speci- 
fied time of the day at which it may be performed. 
Singers of the old-fashioned type are very strict on 
this point, and rhany are the traditions and super- 
stitions which have gathered round the names of 
some of the ragas. Thus the rdga dipalca (Skr. 
?li^t’ or ‘illuminating’) is not sung nowadays 
in Hindustan, as it is believed to entail terrible 
consequences to the singer. Hindu music, whether 
secular or religious, may be sung equally well by a 
Muhammadan or a Brahman singer. If there is any 
difference of style perceptible, it may be said that 
the Muhammadan prefers music of a lighter as 
also of a more impassioned type, while the mood 
of the Hindu singer is more contemplative. The 
general feeling at a Hindu jalsd, or concert, 
favours music of a devotional or serious character. 

( б ) CAanfs;— The sdman chants of the Samaveda 
are the oldest extant music of the Hindus. The 
Hindu poet has always had at his disposal certain 
fixed chants or melodies which serve as moulds in 
which to fashion his song. Every nietre h.as its 
own peculiar chant. Chants of this kind for 
religious hymns were known as sdmans and are 
mentioned in the Eigveda. We may, therefore, 
conclude that the chants of the Samav-_eda are 
older than the Vedas themselves. We think that 
it can be demonstrated, however, that it is wrong 
to go further and regard the chant as the precursor 
of all music. The Samaveda gives directions as to 
rhythm corresponding closely with the practice of 
plain-song in Europe, coupled with signs to repre- 
^ 1 A fifth to be in tune must contain 13 irutis, and a fourth 9, 
a major third 7, and a minor third 6. 


sent the amiddtta (‘not raised’) and svariia 
(‘ sounded ’). More complete instructions are to be 
found in the Brdhmanas and in modern commen- 
taries. It is quite clear that the chant made use 
of a complete tetrachord to represent the four 
chief positions of the voice known as udd.Ua 
{‘raised’), anudatta (‘not raised’), svariia 
(‘sounded’), &nd prachchkdya (‘deep shadow,’ pre- 
cise meaning unknoivn, probably the same in pitch 
as the drum which invariably accompanies the 
chant). The intervals between the notes of this 
tetrachord and of other notes which may be added 
to it above and below are not now, ana probably 
never were, rendered in the same manner through- 
out India. In this we can trace the workings of 
the ‘Bharata mata’ and ‘Hanumant mata,’ two 
rival schools of Indian music the origin of which is 
lost in antiquity. There is reason to believe that 
! the musical systems of the ‘Bharata mata’ and 
‘Hanumant mata’ were built up originally from 
pentatonic music. 

4 . Music and religion. — Hindu music is not 
merely the handmaid of religion, but an integral 
part thereof; it has groivn up with the religion 
and has been subjected to the same influences. 
Thus the division into ragas has its counterpart 
in the institution of castes, and yoga has affected 
music and religion alike. The Theosophical 
Society’s treatise on Thonghtforms (London, 1905) 
shows that there are people who entertain the 
belief that music has its mystical .side, and that 
the impression which it conveys to the clairvoyant 
can best be described in terms of geometrical forma 
and ever-changing colour. For many centuries 
the belief has been held in India that each rdga 
has its appropriate picture. In old houses in 
Bengal a series of paintings of ragas and rdginis 
may frequently be seen adorning the walls, while 
numerous examples may be found in public and 
private collections outside India (cf. V. Smith, 
Hist, of Fine Art in India and Ceylon, Oxford, 
1912). 

Originally there ■were eix ragas, and each rdga had six 
rdgiiixis. Of the six rdgaB five are said to have come from siva’s 
mouth, and one from Parvati’s. The names of the six ragas 
are variously given ; so far as can he ascertained, the Bengalis 
give the list as bhairava (‘terrible*). ^ (‘fortune,* ‘beauty*), 
megha (‘cloud*), paflchama (‘fifth’), vasanta (‘sprinfr’), and 
n&tandrdya'ga (‘dance of 71590 *), while the musicians of 
Central India prefer kauHha (* Ku^ ika*8 rdga *), hindola (* swing*), 
and dipaka (‘ light,* * lamp *) to the last three. It is worthy of 
note that of the nine ragas named five are transilient and only 
four have complete scales of seven notes. The pictures of three 
of these ragas— and &Aa»rarfl-^re respec- 
tively the deities Laksmi, Vi^gu, and Siva. Lak^mi is painted of 
a bright golden complexion, seated on a lotus, holding a lotus in 
one hand and a chakra (discus) in the other; Vippu is repre- 
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Notb.— T he vertical columns marked 100, 200, etc., show the relative position of the twelve semitones of equal temperament. 
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Eented as of dark complexion, dressed in yellorr, holding in one 
hand a club, in another the conch-shell, in the third the chakra, 
and in the fourth the lotus ; 6iva is represented as dancing 
while the universe is being destroyed, beating time on his 
dipdima (a small drum shaped like an hour-glass), and appris- 
ing humanity by a blast on his horn that destruction is not 
annihilation, but merely a prelude to a new birth. Other con- 
nexions between representations of Hindu gods and the art of 
music may here be conveniently noted. Siva is often pictured 
Imlding a tambura, the instrument the drone of which is 
identified with the mystic syllable orfi (g.v.), which is also 
believed to be inherent in Vispu’s conch-shell and in his rapidly 
epinnmg chakra. Sarasvati is generally represented with the 



Kinnara, from wall-painting. 

tn?ia, and Kf^a carries the murali, or Indian flute. The ac- 
companying illustrations taken from wall-paintings in the 
Buddhist caves at AJanta (200 B.c. to a.d. €00) show the conch 
and the murali. 

S. Musical knowledge. — Until recent times the 
knowledge of music was strictly confined to heredi- 
tary musicians. In order that the rdgas should be 
kept pure, singers were taught to reverence them 
and to contemplate with closed eyes the picture of 
the rdga before attempting to sing it ; and special 
short compositions were learnt by heart in which 
the distinguishing features of the rdgas were made 



Wall-painting, Cave H. 



Wall-painting in verandah. Cave XVIL 
plain.' Any one desirous at the present day of 
ascertaining the correct features of any rdga would 
turn to the dhrupada,^ the subject of which is 
invariably taken from the phDosophy or the, epics. 

Latterly a change has come over the scene. As 
British sway has been extended, Court singers 
have been compelled to seek a livelihood in the 
native States which remain, or to lose touch with 
their old traditions. The general awakening of 
India has led to a desire on the part of the public 
for tuition in singing and playing. Musical educa- 
tion has been thrown open to the Mblic and secu- 
larized, but the secrets of the ‘Bharata ihata’ 
tuning have been withheld. Many Indian 
scholars have sought to grasp the problem of Indian 
musical theory; out with the means at their dis- 
posal it was impossible that they should succeed. 
In the British India of to-day many musical 
academies flourish, whose professors are entirely 
ignorant of the theory which they try to teach, 
and which grind out pupils vvho spread all over 
the land the vogue of the European harmonium, 
sometimes tuned in equal temperament, but often 
with' no more tuning than is given by the gradu- 
ated length of the vibrators as they come untouched 
from the hands of the manufacturers. , On the 
Bombay side the popularity of the sahglt drama 
has further debased the music of this ancient land. 

6. Musical performances. — Among religious 
and musical performances of a popular character 
at the present time may be mentioned the kirtan, 
the kathd, the bhajan, and the chanting of the 
Purdnas. The kirtan in Bengal is generally con- 
fined to Krsna and his amours, the performance 
being a combination of singing and chanting, 
generally accompanied by a drum. On the 
Jorabay side no distinction is generally observed 
bet^veen the kirtan and the kathd. The kathekari 
marks the time with two pieces of bamboo held 
between his fingers and clicked together; he 
marches up and down as he sings ; he has a 
prompter to help him, and is accompanied by a 
drum mounted on a stand and of late years by the 
harmonium. His subjects are taken from the 
Mahubhdrata and the Bdmdyana. The perform- 
ance is held in the courtyard of a temple and is 
attended by people of both sexes, to whom the 
kathekarn explains his meaning between the verses 
of his song. The bhajan differs more in method 
than in form from the kirtan or kathd. It may 

I For derivation and meaning see Fox Stranga-ays, The iltuie 
of Hindoatari, p. 286. 
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deal with any devotional subject, and is generally 
sung by several persons in unison, and the audience 
are encouraged to join in. There is no explanation 
between the verses. All these forms of religious 
song are generally simple, i.c. of the hymn type. 
Occasionally a Icirlan singer will indulge in free 
fantasia (karana) in the middle of the hymn. 
"When the Purdnas are recited, the reciter sits on 
a plank with the fKf^r-pedestal in front of him, 
upon which he places his sacred books. The per- 
formance begins with an invocation and a short 
period of contemplation ; the paurdntk then gives 
out his subject, and both recitation and explana- 
tion arc thenceforth chanted. In some parts, 
such as Bengal, the paurdriik has a drum behind 
him and blows occasionally upon a conch-shell. 

Performances which take one back to pre- Aryan 
times are not unknown. The gamhhim. of Bengal 
is a dance and song in which topical subjects are 
dealt with, and which appears to bo connected with 
the worship of evil spirits. Among the lower 
classes there is an annual ceremony at which, after 
a period of silence and contemplation, one of the 
assembly becomes inspired. He is called the gdjan 
sannyds, and upon him devolves the duty of sing- 
ing the gdjan song, which is similar to the gam- 
ikird. 

Bengal differs from the, rest of India in stcreo- 
^ping certain tunes according to the manner of 
Europe. The usual Indian custom is to keep the 
rdga, or melody-type, permanent, but to allow the 
feeling or caprice of the moment full play in the 
matter of . the actual details of the melody. One 
Bengali tune is known ns ‘Baul’; it is sung by a. 
special class of ascetics, and its burden is the transi- 
tory nature of human life. The tune, ‘Rampr 
rasadi,’ another favourite in praise of Diirga Devi, 
was composed in the 18 th cent, by a devotee of the | 
goddess named Rriinprasrid. 

To turn from the religions to the ethical aspect 
of the subject, it is to be observed that ballad singers 
and bards whose verses touch upon epic or historical 
and genealogical topics or draw lessons of a moral 
character from the facts of everyday life are known 
throughout the length and breadth of India. It 


will bo sufficient to describe a recent performance 
of Marathi ballads, or pawadas. Tlie performers 
consisted of a drummer, a player on the clcatdrX 
(an instrument with one string which emits a drone), 
a cymbal player, a jilkarl (whose duty it is to fill 
the pauses with a prolonged ' ee ’ sound oscillating 
in quarter-tones above and below the note of the 
drone), and the chief performer, who sang the 
ballads, which were set to perfectly simple music. 
One of the ballads recounted the exploits of a 
famous robber who began his career of crime exas- 
perated at the tyranny and dishonesty of the village 
savchnr (‘ money-lender’). It suggests that extor- 
tion has been encouraged by a strong government 
which enforces the decrees of the civil courts, and 
that the Mrirwuris have become so filled with pride 
that they may bo described as having grown three 
tufts of hair (shendi) on the crown of the head in 
place of one. Another ballad recalled to mind the 
fables of La Fontaine, and pointed the moral that 
a friend in need is a friend indeed. 

That view of life which distinguishes between 
what is sacred and what is secular was altogether 
foreign to the India of yesterday. Religious obser- 
vances accompanied the smallest details of daily 
life, and. music and religion went hand in hand. 
Nowadays many parts of India are coming under 
the sway of commercialism, and as a sign of the 
change which has supervened we may instance the 
fact that the snXradMra’s invocation to the deity 
at the commencement of a drama is frequently 
omitted. The siitradhdra, or professional dram- 
atic singer, is indeed not often to be seen. Singing 
parts are given to ill-trained boys, and, to fortify 
or even drown their voices when it is necessary to 
disguise a defective knowledge of the scale, one or 
two harmoniums and a set pf drums which are 
vigorously banged are placed in front of the stage. 

Explanation of bhajans.— Jnfonaffon.— The correct intona- 
tion will be obtained on a keyed instrument by tuning the keys 
of C major and D flat major as just major keys. 

3'tnie.— -The figures 1, 2, 8, 4 show the four parts of the 
measure. The cliicf beat is at 1, the medium at 2 and 4, and 
the weak (or silent beat) at 8. There is no secondary beat at 
the middle of the bar ns in 2/4 time. 

1 Riga . — Both bKajara are in a corrupt form of raga. 


BHAJAN I. 


Raga— Jivanpuri 

Tala — Trivat 
Prone. 


3 Befkain. 
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Tkasblation : Refrain, '• Who but Rama Eaghunith the merciful will take care of mef ' 

Ist verse, ‘Thedispellerof Life’s ills, enchanter of the mind, of Him give 
me tidings.’ . 

(The three remaining verses are omitted.) 
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Raga — ^Yasant 

Tala — ^Trivat _ 

Drone. Kefe^tn^ 


BHAJAN II, 




TbaotiiAtiok ; Befrain, ‘The good daj-s are roVingpoat, O my soul, remember the name of Kama, and cast 
' away all desires connected with the world. When you depart from this material 
world, not a pice will go with you. -As we BOW BO shall we reap.’ 

let verse, ‘You have been through a lac and eighty-four lives, by good lack you have a 
man’s body, in which you have done no good works. When the fight with Tama 
begins, then shall yon feel repentance.’ 

(Remaining three verses omitted.) 


Literature. — W. Jones, * On the Husical Modes of the 
Hindus,’ AsutticJi Sesearcftes. 'iiu [1786] (r^rinted in Jones’s 
Wor/xi, London, 1807, iv. 166 ff.); A. H. Fox Strangways, 
The Music of Bindostan, Oxford, 1914 ; A. K. Cooroaraswamy, 
Essays in National Idealism, Colombo, 1909; S. M. Tagore, 
Six Principal R&gas, Calcutta; 1877, Eight Principal Basas of 
the Hindus, do. 18S0, The Seven Principal Musical Notes of 
the Hindus, leith their presiding Deilies, do. 189^ and 
versal History of Music, do. 1896 ; Erwin Felber, Hie indische 
Musik der vedischen und der classischen Zeit, Vienna, 1912 ; 
Maud Mann, ' Some Indian Conceptions of Music,’ Proceedings 
of the Musical Association, 1911-12; C. R. Day, The Music 
and Musical Instruments of Southern India arid the Deccan, 
London, 1891 ; Bhavanrav A. Plngle, Indian Music, Bycalla, 


1893 ; E. Clements, Irdrod. to the Study of Indian Music, 
London, 1913. E, CLEMENTS. 

MUSIC (Japanese). — i. Origin and history.— 
Native Japanese music finds its origin in pre- 
historic, mythological times. Accordingto tradition, 
the offended sun-goddess hid hei-self in a cave so that 
the world became dark ; then myriads of the gods, 
seeking to propitiate her, enacted amusing scenes 
before the cave, and the goddess_ Uzume danced 
and sang. Dressed in strange fashion, and playing 
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on the cords of six bows, she danced to the time of 
her singing, so that all the gods hnrstinto laughter 
and the floor of heaven ^ook. Thereupon the 
sun-goddess in wonder opened the door of her cave, 
and the world again grew light. 

Approaching the period of actual history, the 
first emperor, Jimmu, is said to have sung songs 
of his own composition for the consolation and 
cheer of his soldiers upon the field of battle, words 
and music alike being original. 

In primitive times also there was a dance called 
utagalH, in which hundreds of men and women 
moved in ranks in time to music. Unlike many 
■\Vestern dances, the movement was slow and 
solemn, the dancers executing the figures singly, 
not in couples. A vestige of this dance may be 
found in the still extant bon-odori as performed in 
country districts. 

In the reign of Kimmci (A.D. 660) and of Sniko 
(A.D. 612) Cliinese music, 'kureqaJni, was brought 
to Japan through Korea ; and from that time both 
music and dancmg increased in popularity. About 
A.D. 700 the court established an imperial bureau 
of music with an official and many subordinates, 
those connected with it numbering perhaps over 
four hundred. 

The old indigenous music, called outa, continued 
to bo used at all grave and serious meetings of the 
court; aud the old songs, kumcmai and asuma 
mai, were sung at the Dai josai, or great harvest 
festival, held upon an imperial accession to the 
throne, whilst Chinese and Korean music was 
associated udth Buddhist ceremonies and services, 
and vnth the more private gatherings of the court 
circle. 

In the reign of Shomu (about A.D. 724) Indian 
abbots came to Japan and introduced the music of 
India to such efleot that the old native forms 
gradually gave place to the more delicate foreign 
styles; and the saibara songs, once popular only 
among the common people, became favourites in 
court circles ns well. 

From the reign of Enyu (A.D. 970) and Kwazan 
(A.D. 985) famous Japanese and Chinese poems 
became current as songs sung in irregular time; 
and from the reign of Goshirakawa (a.d. 1166) 
imayo, of more modem style, in } time, became 
pop^nlar. 

The music introduced from China and Korea, 
slightly modified to suit Japanese taste, was long 
used in the court and on occasions of ceremony, 
suffering at times the vicissitudes of fashion ; and 
the musical profession came to be regarded ns 
hereditary with the descendants of those Koreans 
who first brought it into the country. Even to 
the present era of Taisho more than ten musicians 
of the court are their descendants, and the late 
Empress Dowager was especially fond of this music, 
freq^nently summoning before her those skilled in 
its production, 

2. Musical instruments. — The playing of the 
hiwa, a four-stringed instrument resembling tho 
violin, by blind men became a custom as far back 
as A.D. 984 ; and their singing of heike, war-stories 
of tho Heike family, began in the reign of Gotoba 
(A.D. 1184) and continued to be popular even until 
the latter part of the Mciji era. 

During the Middle Ages popular entertainments 
among tlie peasant class included the playing of 
the flute and the drum, together with dancing, 
rope-walking, sword-swallowing, and fire-spitting. 
From these crude amusements may have originated 
the dengahu and the sarugalcu, which a little later 
developed into the original forms of the nogalni 
and the yokyoku, which are still popular. In the 
performance of this music, drums, both large and 
small, long hand-drums beaten with the fingers, 
and the flute are used as au accompaniment to 


song, tho whole slightly resembling Western 
opera. 

The Icyogcn, developed from the more comic 
sanigaku, is associated Avith the more serious 
nogaku. Both were popular in samurai families. 
At tlie beginning of the Meiji era, through the 
abolition of the Bushi class, these forms suffered 
decline; but by the middle of that era, through 
tho patronage of tho court, they recovered their 
standing, and are now much favoured both by the 
nobility and by the common people. 

In modern times the music of tlie common people 
has been largely confined to the samisen, a three- 
stringed instrument developed in modification of a 
two-stringed instniment introduced from Loochoo 
Islands. Its resonance-box is made of cat-skin, 
and its strings can be pitched as in the violin, 
while a plectrum is used instead of a bow. It is 
easily played, and its timbre and tone are very 
clear and penetrating. It is the king of musical 
instruments in Japan. The samisen is not used in 
connexion with the nogaku, but is the chief instru- 
ment in the rendering oljoruri, naqauta, tokiwazu, 
etc. A small samisen, called kokyu, was played 
with a how ; but its use is gradually being for- 
gotten in spite of the fact that its tones were very 
sweet. 

The chikushigoto, which is also called koto for 
short, is a sort of harp with thirteen silk strings 
over a large resonance-box. It is a development 
of the koto used in the classical music. Since 
about A.D. 1650, when a blind man named Yatsu- 
hashi composed dozens of new koto songs, this 
chikushigoto has been regarded as more refined and 
elegant than the samisen, and in consequence has 
been much used by the upper classes. Now, how- 
ever, it holds a place of importance in the music of 
all classes. 

3. Characteristics of Japanese music.— Japanese 
music may be roughly divided into two classes: 
classical and modem ; the former is used in cere- 
monies of the court and the latter in more popular 
ways. Each consists of five tones ; but, as there 
are some differences between ascending and de- 
scending intervals, flats and sharps occasionally 
occur, so that the actual number of tones is in- 
creased to six or seven. 

The classic scale had its origin in China, and was 
introduced into Japan through Korea. It has two 
scales, called ryo and ritsu. The derivation of the 
ryo scale is not unlike that of the Pythagorean 
scale, and is as follows : 

A Bound produced by n lonp string of the length ‘I’ is re- 
garded os the fundamental tone, and a sound produced by j { 
os the filth, end that of j.} 2 os the second. Thus, by starting 
from the fundamental tone tho following scale will be obtained 
by raising it to the Dfth and lowering tho latter to its fourth 
and so on alternately. 

1 . {. H. i, ih 2. 

Besides these five sounds, if we add f [j, 2]}, which 
are occasionally used, we have seven sounds as 
follows : 


1. 8, Si, m. i, fi. ?!5. 

!, 0 , e, g7, g, a, dt), d. 


c,d,e, , . being given, we can make a comparison 
with the natural scale ; but a difference of about 
one comma, as in the case of the Pythagorean 
scale, is found when we compare the vibrating 
number with the exact natural scale. 

In a similar manner the ritsu scale is found to be 



These two scales have been used unchanged in 
Korea since very ancient times, but in Japan they 
are employed only on solemn occasions like cere- 
monies and religious services at Shinto festivals, 
and rarely in ordinary amusement. 

The derivation of the scale of modern music is 
not clear. The following tuning of a koto, a thirteen- 
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stringed instrument, may be taken as an illus- 
tration. 

The order of tuning is as follows : 

Taking e as the fundamental tone and then descending to its 
fifth, a 13 fixed ; from a the following e is fixed, and from e 
descending to its fourth b is fixed. These three tones can be 
exactly fixed, hut the half-tone from b to a must be judged by 
ear only, and therefore it is hard to tell whether it is if or j{. 

Westerners seeing this scale have often passed 
the hasty judgment that all modern Japanese 
music is based upon a minor scale (A minor in the 
diagram) ; but, when examined closely, the tonic 
is found to be never a, but in some tunes the 
melody ends in e and in others in 6. 

The music ending in d is an abnormal style. As 
among the ancient Greeks, it ends on the dominant 
instead of the tonic ; but in homophonous music, 
as the tonic does not govern the harmony, this 
does not produce any peculiar impression. There 


is difference of opinion concerning its scale, but 
Uyehara is probably right in the following : 


ascending— t 



I— descending 

(u indicates a half-tone, — a whole tone, O the absence of tone). 

The peculiarity of modem music is its recurring 
use of half-tones and of frequent modulations. 
Because of the modulations, the scale seems to 
consist of seven tones, but in reality there are only 
five, and the descending and ascending tones are 
the same as in the minor scale of Western music. 

Ancient Japanese music was of course homo- 
phonous ; but the music received from Korea and 
China, called yayayfi, ‘classical, ’formed a harmonic 
orchestra, the instruments being the flute, the flute 
with reeds, fifteen pipes with reeds, the drum, the 


An example of ri/sti scale songs. 



An example of modem scale songs. 
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long dnim beaten on both sides, a metal instru- 
ment like a triangle, a four-stringed instrument 
like a violin, and an instrument witli thirteen silk 
strings like a harp. It is interesting to note that 
they were able to tune those fifteen reeds to a 
uniform temperament. 

Of course, this harmonic music -was very primi- 
tive and simple. Japanese popular music is mostly 
homophonous, even when many dilierent musical 
instruments are used together. Because of the 
absence of fixed keys, like those of the piano, 
there is no necessity for (musical) temperament. 
Even the sliakuhachi, which has fixed holes, can he 
controlled by the fingers and lips, and pure tuning 
attained as with stringed instruments. In general, 
the Japanese seem to dislike tempered tuning. 

Yet Western music has not been entirely rejected. 
Since the accession of the late emperor (1868) 
Western music has been adopted in the army and 
navy ; and since 1882 the Department of Education 
and the Imperial Bureau of Music in the Household 
Department have included it. Thus it is coming 
to liave an increasingly dominant influence. In 
view of the vulgar and immoral character of much 
Japanese popular music, since the beginning of 
the Meiji era music in the ryo and rttsti scales 
has been adopted in common education ; and now 
the natural scale Is coming to be used, so that it is 
ossible that harmonic music will dominate in 
apan ; but, on the other hand, one cannot believe 
that the time will come when the people will 
abandon their old, popular music. As the music 
from China and India was received and gained a 
place by the more purely native type, so doubtless 
will the Western be received. 

LiiSRATtmE.— Shuii Izawa, Jleport oj Studies in Japanese 
Music, Tokyo, 18S3 ; Kiyonori Konakamura, Mist, of Japanese 
Music and Dances, do, 18S7; Rokushiro Uyehara, .fnjiancse 
Music and Scales, do. 16S5; Hanichi Muraoka, Sound- and 
Theorv of Music, Osaka, 101G\ Kiyosuke Kanetsune, -f/isf. 0 / 
Japanese Music, Tokyo, 1914 ; Tokyo llusio School, Chrono- 
logical Tabic of Modem Japanese Music, do. 1014. 

Hanichi Muraoka. 

MUSIC (Jewush). — Art is the means by which 
man seeks to interpret the aspirations of the 
mind to the senses. The Jews appear in history 
already barred off by their rigid iconoclasm from 
the expression of feeling through the pictile and 
plastic arts, nor had they settled habitation or 
surplus resources long enough to find such expres- 
sion through the allied art of architecture. There 
remained only for this people the sister arts of 
poetry and music, in each of which they have 
contributed much to the treasure-store of civiliza- 
tion. But, little as Hebrew poetry has diverged 
from the original field of its art — the expression of 
religious emotion — even less has Jewish music, the 
forms and style of which had crystallized before 
the Jews came under the influence of modem 
musical development. This development reaches 
back only a few centuries; and the Jews have 
touched it only since their . release from the 
Ghettos. 

For the Biblical period see Music (Hebrew). 
It is probable that Jeirish music at first dis- 
played little original characteristic, being merely 
a provincial variety of the general art which 
spread, as the survivals show, from the Hellenic 
region to Dravidian India. It is evident from such 
allusions as those of Ps 137 that the Jeivish 
musicians had a reputation beyond their own 
borders. The traditions of the First Temple were 
revived in the Second, if on a more modest scale. 
It is from the Hasmonean and Herodian epochs 
that we derive the Talmudic traditions of Temple 
music. The shophar, the rude bugle of ram’s hom, 
sounded in conjunction with the straight silver 
trumpets as a signal for the Temple routine as 
well ns in the intervals {sclah) of the Psalm with 


the daily sacrifice, is obviously the same instru- 
ment as IS still sounded by the .fews on the Day of 
Memorial each September. Under the cymbal- 
beat (which took the place of the later cheironomy 
and the modern baton) of Ben Arsa, the last 
conductor, a small orchestra, resembling modem 
combinations more than anything else in anti- 
quity, accompanied the Levitical singers, in the 
unison, with an occasional much-repeated melodic 
figure on the larger harps. The only thing ap- 
proaching instrumental solo music, besides the 
blasts of the trumpets and horns, was a wailing 
flute melody, played twelve days a year before the 
altar. The last leader and trainer of the Temple 
choir was Hogras, whose described technical pro- 
cedure confirms what analogy indicates, that the 
singing was nasal, shrill, and full alternately of 
intricate graces and of sudden pressures on em- 
phatic notes, to an extent which would deprive it 
of melodious significance for a Western ear. 

Yet this was the jmmal source of the music of 
the Diaspora, for, as K. Joshua ben Hananiah, him- 
self a Levite and a chorister, afterwards told, the 
choristers went in a body on certain occasions 
from the altar to a synagogue within the Temple 
precincts, and sang in botli services. The Syna- 
gogue took over from the Temple the silence of 
the women worshippers, the unison of boys and 
men in the singing, and its character as a cantilla- 
tion rather than a melody — features still diflerenti- 
ating the worship-music of the Jew from that of 
his Western Christian neighbour. The dispersal 
of the Temple musicians made little difference, 
since it had been deliberately arranged that the 
voices could give adequate rendition without 
instruments, 'ihough in the earlier centuries of 
the Diaspora many endeavours were made to 
check the Jewish tendency to songful utterance, 
no attention was paid to this ascetic principle 
where woi-ship was in question. In those earlier 
centuries a desire is already evident to enhance 
the importance of song in worship. The officiant 
was required to have a clear enunciation and a 
pleasant voice, and the voluntary assistance of 
good vocalists in leading the chanting is repeatedly 
recorded with high approval. In prayer proper, 
‘Amen’ and similar responses were all that the 
congregants added, and this was in a loud ex- 
clamation, iidthout regard to tune or time. But 
the praises were, on tlie contrary, deliberately 
sung, at first in a responsive antiphony, to a chant 
possessing easily - remembered melodic features, 
and afterwards more and more in general unison ; 
and the same rendition was followed as other 
passages beyond the Psalms and the earliest 
tiymns were added to the ritual. 

The intonations of the officiant known as the 
korch (‘reader’), sheliah §ibbur (‘emissary of the 
congregation’), and later as the haezan (‘over- 
seer,’ originally rather a warden or beadle), were 
not tuneful in the modern sense. Among the Jews 
the desire to read the Scripture publicly in the 
manner described in Neh 8“ had early resulted in 
all the proceedings in synagogue and school alike 
being carried on in a form of musical declamation. 
Early Jewish music, like much of their ritual music 
still, was cantillation, vocal movements depending 
not upon the rhythm and sequence of the sounds 
chanted, but upon the rhythm and sequence of 
the syllables to which they are chanted. In con- 
sequence, characteristically Jewish music, however 
melodious it may appear when sung with a text, 
loses its melodic meaning when played on an 
instrument. 

The first portion of this antique cantillation to 
take definite shape was the intonation traditionally 
utilized for the reading of the Scriptural lessons. 
This was due to the early acceptance of the dia- 
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critical signs attached to the Biblical text as the 
Massoretic accentuation. A master of the 3rd 
cent, deprecates the ingratitude towards the Giver 
of their voice of such as ‘read [the Scripture] 
without tunefulness and repeat [the Mishna] 
M'ithout chanting’ (Talm. Bab. M^gillah, 32a; 
JPesiktaBabhathi, ed. M. Friedmann, Vienna, 1880, 
p. 127a ; YalTcut, Proverbs, 932 [ed. Zolkiew, 
1858]). Even the Mishna itself had diacritical 
points added for the chant later on ; and a MS so 
pointed was available in the 15th century. The 
Talmud and the Codes are still studied in the 
academies of Je'wry with a sing-song intonation, 
which is found considerably to assist in the prosodic 
comprehension of the unpointed text. Some such 
prosody or accent (both, of course, meaning ‘ sing- 
ing_ to speech ’) was found necessary by all the 
ancients before the introduction of punctuation ; 
and, precisely as with the plain-song of the Church, 
private memoriae techniece developed in the syna- 
gogue into a set system of accentuation and of 
musical interpretation of the accents. 

The musical interpretation of the three ‘ poetical ’ 
books (Job, Psalms, Proverbs) has been lost since 
the 14th cent., the congregational recital of the 
Psalms^ having eventually turned the frequent 
repetition of an identical verse-accentuation into 
a fixed melody steadily recurring. But the ‘ prose ’ 
Scriptures (the remaining books) were recited by 
an individual ; and here the accents are still 
followed in each case. From a very early period 
a musical principle has flourished in Jewish music, 
no doubt derived from the Babylonian art, as it 
still survives in the raga. of India. This is the 
specific association of some model melodic phrase, 
some particular mode or scale-form especially, with 
each mental attitude or an occasion associated 
with such sympathy. Not only is this principle 
in action in the interpretation of the Biblical 
accents, the same signs being sung on a similar 
melodic outline though in a different key or mode 
according to the occasion, but it also determines 
the ‘ prayer-motives ’ (as the writer terms the out- 
lines of melody developed in chanting the devo- 
tions), which differ in tonality rather than in tune. 
All this is so reminiscent of the musical theory and 
practice of E. Asia, in Greek mode, Perso-Arab 
scale, and Indian rdga, that the writer would trace 
it back to the Temple, and see in the ‘ headings ’ of 
the Psalms, not bold shots of the Massoretes at a 
meaning, but geographical names (as in the Greek 
system, instruments tuned on which were actually 
in use in the Temple) of the respective scales in 
which the chief musician was to lead the rise and 
fall of intonation. This rise and fall was still 
found designated by the teacher’s finger (the Greek 
Xeiporofila) when Petahiah of Eegensburg visited 
Baghdad synagogues in the 12th eent., and it has 
been quite recently noticed among Yemen Jews. 

The Hebrew accents, like the neums of the 
Church plain-song, appear to have been originally 
rough diagrams of this movement of the teachers 
finger. A trope (brief melodic phrase) is chanted 
on the tone-syllable marked by the accent, and the 
general reciting-note carries on to the next accentu- 
ated syllable. Here and there tropes are strongly 
reminiscent of similar phrases used in church or 
mosque, but in all the traditional uses this feature 
is prominent, that the outline of the trope 
vanes not, whether according tp the book being 
read or the service at which it is read, while 
the tonality, the mode or scale-form employed, 
does so vary. 

The same modal feeling appears in the Jiazzanuth, 
or intonation of the prayers by the officiant. Here 
not only the well-known modes of the Church 

lain-song usually called Gregorian are utilized, 

ut also others surviving only in the Byzantine 


and Armenian Churches, as well as the Hungarian- 
Wallachian gypsy melody and the Perso-Arab 
system. Another very characteristic difference is 
the style of florid melodious improvization which 
embroiders the outline traditional motive with 
elaborated vocal agility. The outline motives 
themselves, like the cantillation of Scripture, may 
have taken shape about the commencement of the 
medimval period. But the intricate vocalization, 
which well-nigh fatally overlaid Jewish music 
later on, developed in recent centuries among the 
Jews of N. Europe, isolated in their Ghettos from 
the artistic awakening of the Western world. 
Only the last generation has seen the great work 
of reformation executed by the scholarly men, 
learned in modern music as in traditional Hebrew 
lore, who made the introduction of choral numbers 
into the Jewish services possible. And the taste- 
less, excessively florid style is not yet extinct; 
it flourishes among the Jews of E. Europe even 
when they migrate to Britain or America ; and it 
is this vocal gymnastic which finds a large sale as 
‘ Hebrew ’ gramophone records, and so is presented 
to the general world as the typical Jendsh music. 

The manner in which the traditional ‘motive’ 
(usually the concluding phrase of a prayer lead- 
ing into a benediction ■with congregational re- 
sponse) is amplified into hazzanuth depends on the 
custom of the locality and the powers of the 
officiant, who accommodates the traditional strain 
to the structure of each sentence by embroidering 
it with melisraatic ornament as the text suggests 
an emphasis warranting departure from the con- 
tinuous reciting-note. No two transcriptions of 
this most characteristic Jewish music will there- 
fore coincide in anything beyond tonality and 
broad outline of melody, becoming at last identical 
only in the fixed closing phrase of the passage. In 
the cantillation of Scripture, on the contra^, the 
earliest transcription printed (in J, Benchlin, He 
Aceeintibus, Hagenau, 1518, bk. iii. ad fin,), when 
divested of quaint harmonization and reversal 
avowedly added by the transcriber, is found 
identical -with the latest now in use in the syna- 

^ ^ the same time, it is evident that the con- 
temporaneous musical fashion of the outer world 
has oeen constantly finding its echo within Je'wry. 
The adoption of the neo-Hebraio poetry in hymns 
for Jew’ish worship from the earliest medueval 
days provided material for the imitation by Jews, 
or often direct utilization, of the folk-.song of their 
European neighbours. From the 9th cent, these 
borrowed airs began to find their way into the 
synagogue, where they are still preserved, _ often 
with a Jewish flavour added in transmission. 
Such transmission has been, ■until quite recently, 
entirely oral. First came the chants for versicles, 
often strikingly similar to Gregorian intonations ; 
then more definitely tuneful short melodies, quite 
a number of which were adopted by the Jews in 
Spain before 1492 and are still deservedly treasured 
among their descendants. Tunes of the Minne- 
singer period came into Je'wish music ■with the 
increasmg neo-Hebraic hymns of the later Middle 
Ages. In the 11th cent, in Spain, and in the 15th 
in Germany, allusion is made to the ivideness of 
the practice of singing Jewish hymns, in synagogue 
and at home, to the tunes of secular folk-songs, 
even as was similarly done for the music of the 
Mass. Among the Spanish Jews the Hebrew text 
chosen often reproduced the opening words of^ the 
secular song to the same tune, as when the air of 
‘Sefiora’ was sung to the hymn commencing 
‘ Shem Nora’ {‘ Name Sublime ’). This resembles 
the change of the German drinking song, ‘Inns- 
bruck ! I must leave thee,’ into the hymn, ‘ Y orld ! 

I soon must leave thee.' Indeed, the very first 
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secular song of the many which Luther adopted 
for the tune of a chorale had already been so 
utilized by the German Jews for their still most 
popular hymn. A considerable number of the 
tunes occasionally used for domestic hymns have 
the name of the original song recorded. Those 
used in synagogue are of greater antiquity or, if 
of recent composition, usually by Jews trained 
in modem music. 

From the 16th cent, on, and to a certain extent 
still, until the Jeivish immigrants into emancipated 
lands become acclimatized, the stream westward 
of escape from the obscurantist conditions, of 
E. Europe has coloured Jewish music with tints 
which differentiate it greatly from that of the 
modem world at large. Aspirants for positions 
ns haezan, or precentor, traveled about from con- 
gregation to congregation, bringing new melodies, 
synagogal or domestic, and fortifying and unifying 
the older traditional material. Tliey even re- 
suscitated ancient Temple features, the accompani- 
ment of the tenor by lads’ voices in unison, while 
a bass hummed a figured re-inforcement below, 
the tenor adding runs and turns and grace-notes 
lavishly, supporting hie jaw with his hand behind 
his ear like a London costermonger, or getting 
striking effects by inserting hie thumb in his 
mouth, as did , Hogras in the Temple (Talm. Bab. 
YCmii, 386) or the singers on the Nineveh slab 
depicting the capture of Susa. 

The first musician, _ in the modem sense, who 
worked in Jeivish music was Salomo de’ Eossi, one 
of a school of Jewish masters who succeeded each 
other at the court of Mantua from 1612 to 1628. 
Leo of Modena induced other Italian Rabbis to 
join in a pastoral advocating the introduction of 
mensurate and polyphonic music into the syna- 
gogues. But little progress was made elsownere 
until the Jewish Renaissance burst in Germany in 
the early 19th century. The progress since made 
has been rapid, and the Jew now officially utilizes 
all the wealth of scientific vocal music that his 
neighbour uses. But not instrumental : the organ 
has been made the test between ‘ orthodox ’ and 
‘reform’; and the instrument which was once 
objected to in the early Church as a form of 
‘Jndaizing’ is now considered by traditionalist 
Jews to introduce a ‘Christianizing’ tone into 
their own worship. Not even in Scotland has the 
‘kist o’whustles’ been so wrangled about. Not 
that instmmental music is itself objected to ; at 
Jewish weddings it has for ages been deemed in- 
dispensable, and ingenious stratagems are recorded 
in the Midffie Ages to secure it in face of prejudice 
and persecution. The objection is to the use of 
any instrument needing tuning on the Sabbath, 
and to the introduction into Jeivish worship of 
tones specially associated with the ritual of 
another creed. 

Around the marriage ceremonies and the family 
table gathers the vast repertory of tuneful hymns 
and tender intonations which outside the synagogue 


masters L. Lewandowski (Berlin, 1823-94). De 
Sola, Hast, and Mombach, of London, Naumbourg 
of Paris, Console of Florence, also deserve mention ; 
and especially A. Baer of Gothenburg, whose pre- 
sentation of traditional Jewish intonations (Frank- 
fort, 1878 and 1883) is monumental. Specimens 
are more easily available in E. Paner’s Traditioml 
Hebrexa Melodies (London, 1896). 

LirERATtroE. — ^W. Wlckes, A Treatise on the Accentuation 
of the Poetical Books of the OT, Oxford, 1881, A Treatise on 
the Accentuation of the .. . Prose Books of the OT, do. 1887; 
S. Naumbourg’, Rceueil de chants religieux des Israililts, 
Paris, 1874 ; A. Baer, Der praktische Vorbetcr^, Frankfort, 
1683 : D. A. de Sola, Ancient ilelodiet of the Liturgy of the 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews, London, 1857 ; A. Marksohn 
and W. Wolf, Auswahl alter nebrSiseher Synagogal-melodien, 
Leipzig, 1876; J. Singer, Die Tonarten des tradilioncllen 
Synagopengesanges, Vienna, 1880 ; A. Ackermann, Der syna- 
gogale Gesang (Irom 'Winter and WUneche’s Judisefte Litteratur, 
lii.), Trives, 1894 ; F. L. Cohen, in Anglo- Jewish Distorical 
Exhibition Papers, London, 1887, pp. 80-185, Proe. Musical 
Association, xix. [1893], and artt. ‘ Uantillation,’ ‘Music,’ In 

F. L. Cohen. 

MUSIC (Muliammadan). — i. The chant. — ^In 
considering the subject of Muhammadan music, 
the attention of the student must primarily be 
drawn to the Arabic chant-song. The Arabs, as 
far back as their system of singing is known, 
always delighted in rhythm rather than in melody, 
following no fanciful system of tone-beats, bnt the 
natural quantity of their O'wn syllables, from which 
they built their metre. 

This phenomenon becomes apparent at once, if, 
quite apart from music proper, the metre of such 
characteristic Arabic poetry as the following 
stanzas be examined : 

'La 'dmruka Idisafduga ‘Idrdi bdgi 
wama lilmdr f offun gdiru ghtin 
xeala mimmafaddhu 'lldhu tedqi 
wathduhunfdugahu 'dgdu 'InitdgVi 

Hero the art of the poet has grouped together 
words which are naturally so accented os to carry 
a distinct, although to our ear slightly irregular, 
metre. It was most easy and natural to intone 
such poems os these, and it was from inherent 
accentuation of this character that the chant-songs 
of the Arabs, scant indeed in melody, but strong 
in rhythm, originated. Melody in Muhammadan 
chanting is purely secondary to the rhythm of the 
language, and was real^ used only to avoid a too 
constant monotony. This will be at once appa- 
rent to any one who listens to a Muslim chanting 
his Qur’an. Thus, the first accented stanza of the 
Fatha (the first mrah of the Qur’an)® should be 
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el-bam-du lil - la • hi rab-bu’l 'a - la - min, etc. 


ritual constitute Jewish music. 

Transcriptions of the cantillation by the gram- 
marians have been many, fronj Reuchlin onwards. 
Writers of instrumental music have transcribed 
many a tender Jewish air, strains having been 
even selected as subjects for orchestral -writing. 
The greatest popularity to music presumably 
Jewish, though actually only to a smaU extent so, 
was given by, Byron’s Sebrexo Melodies (1815), 
■written for application to such airs in imitation of 
Moore’s immensely successful Irish Melodies. _ In 
eve^ country of Europe and in America collections 
of Jewish music, traditional and original, have 
appeared from the pens of precentors and choir- 
masters. The greatest of these precentors was 
S. Snlzer CVienna, 1804-90), and of these choir- 




Bis-mil- 14 - hi 'r-rah-ma - ni 'r-ra - hi - mi el - 



ham - du lil - la - hi rab-bu’l ‘a - la - min, eta 

1 Extract from poems of Shaikh Napf al-Tnripi. 

a ‘ In the name of God the Merciful and Gracious ; thanks to 
God the Lord of worlds,' etc. 

3 None of the following musical examples has been puhlished 
before. These specimens with many others were coUected by 
the wnter from native singers and represent current musical 
style. 
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compared mth the Yemeni cantillations (pis. I. 
and II.) in Avhich, it will he observed, the voice- 
stress corresponds precisely with that of the spolcen 
words as given above, while the melody — what 
there is of it — is strictly adapted to the natural 
accentuation. 

The Arab, unlike the Turk and Persian, has no 
deep-rooted antipathy to monotony, which, coupled 
with the powerful metre of the Arabic language, 
tends to fascinate and almost to hypnotize rather 
than to weary the listener. The following adhdn 
(‘call to prayer’) of the muaddhins of Yemen (pi. 
III.) will serve to illustrate how little the pure 


III. 




Ad libitum, 


A1 - 14 - hu ek - ber A1 - 14 


P=t!=:j'=:5=»=:ta= 


hu ek - ber. 


As-ba-duan-na la i - 14 - ha ill’ Al-lah. 

As-ha-duan-na la.. i - 14- ha ill* Al-lah 


— «P>— B'— • - 

As-ha-du an-na Mu-ham-me-din ra-shl Al-lah. 




•a - la 's-sa-14t.., 
•a - la '1-fe - lab.. 


Al Pint. 


Ad libitum. 
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AI-14 - hu ek-ber Al - 14 - hu ek-ber. 



As-ha-duan-na la i - 14- ha ill’ Al-lah. 



As • ha- du an - na Mu - ham - me- din 



hay - yh ‘a - la ’s-sa - 14t 
hay - yft ‘a - la ’l-fe - lah 
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hay - ytt 
hay - yft 






‘a - la 
'a - la 


's - sa 
'1 - fe 


lat.. 

lah., 


A l Fine. 


Arab cares for melodious variation. It will be 
noticed that the onl 3 " departure from the monotony 
of the dominant tone is a roulade of five notes, 
from which the singer immediately hastens to 
return to the monotonous cantillation on the 
dominant. There are manj- airs to the adhan, 
differing according to locality, but they are all 
essentially identical in principle. The Paghdadi 
adhdn (pi. IV.), given here, is perhaps a little less 
monotonous than the Yemeni call to praj^er, and 
yet the same roulade, with only a slight variation, 
is heard in both these chants, and, in fact, is the 
prevailing form of variation in almost every adhdn 
among the Muslim peoples, changes being made 
chiefly in the tempo of the roulade and occasion- 
ally in a chromatic. It should be noticed that the 
roulade always occurs on the stress syllable of the 
most important Avord. It is probable that this 
style of chant is much more ancient than Islam, 
and dates from the earlier polytheistic religious 
chant-songs of the Arabs. 

2 . The song proper. — Strictly speaking, the 
above specimens do not constitute Arab music in 
the true sense of the word. "When Muhammad 
appeared in a vision to Dinawari ' and stated that 
music was an acceptable art, provided that the 
reading of the Quran attended its performance, 
the intention Avas probably not to refer to mere 
cantillations like the above, but to genuine songs 
or musical declamations of poems. It is clear that 
implicit approval of beautiful singing is found in 
the Qur’an, xxxi. 18 : ‘ Verily, the least pleasing 
of voices is the voice of asses ! ’ Furthermore, 
there are many allusions to real song-music in the 
interesting treatise of al-Ghazall (D. B. Macdonald, 
JBAS, 1901, p. 200 ff.).® This Arabic author 
alludes to the importance of correct rhythm, refer- 
ring AA’ith approval to the practice of beating time 
on the hand-drum. He also essays to derive music 
from the noises produced by animals, stating that 
the human throat is similar to the animal throat. 
It is quite evident that the better class of Arabic 
authors understood vety Avell the effect of music 
on the human brain. Thus, Abu Sulainian ^ most 
astutely said that singing does nob put into_ the 
heart Avhat is not already in it, but merely stimu- 
lates to action Avhat is already in the soul. 
Al-Ghazali divides Arabian songs into seven cate- 
gories, viz. (1) pilgrims’ songs (religious); (2) Avar- 
songs, stimulating the faithful to holy Avarfare ; 

(3) verses sung at the moment of attack, forbidden, 
hoAvever, to be sung in Avarfare Avith Muslims ; 

(4) lamentations ; (5) songs of joy; (6) love-songs ; 
(7) songs expressive of religious ecstasy, "VVitli 
the characteristic Semitic tendency to classify, 
al-Ghazali goes on to enumerate Avhat is unlawful 
in connexion Avith musical performance, viz. pipes, 
stringed instruments, and the kuba^-dxnm. On 
the other hand, the tambourine, Ai'ith or Avithout 
bells, he regarded as perfectly permissible as an 
instrument of accompaniment. Blasphemous and 
obscene poetry Avas, of course, barred, and equally 
objectionable Avere verses describing the charms of 
any particular woman. Only descriptions of the 
most general nature Avere alloAved, so that the 
listeners might apply such rhapsodies to their 


1 Dinawari (f 896) waa the author of the Lm\g Narratives, ed. 
T. Girgas, Leyden, 18SS. 

2 Muhammad ibn Muhammad Abu ^araid al-Ghazali (1058- 
1111) was a distinguished'Arahio philosopher and theologian. He 
was professor in the college of Nizam al-Mulk at Baghdad in 
1091 and the author of about sixty -nine works (C. Brookelmann, 
(lesehichte der arabiscben lAtteratur, j., AVeimar, 1898, pp. 421- 
428, and D. B. Slacdonald, ‘The Life of al-Ghazz51i,’ in JAOS 
xx. a899] 71-182). 

3 Alluded to by al-Ghazali; probably Abu Sulaiman al- 
Darani of Syria, who developed the doctrine of gnosis 
(ma'arifat). 

4 Kuba means ‘cup,’ ‘ bowl,’ from the stem Mb. This must 
refer to some round potteiy dnim like the Egyptian (farabiiia, 
distinct from the tambourine. 
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wives or permitted slave-girlsj and not adulter- 
otisly. The rule is also laid down that a faithful 
Muslim must not listen to any music at all, if he 
finds that it stirs up in him thoughts contrary to 
the moral precepts of the Qur’an. Unless the 
Muslim truly loves God, he must never listen to 
music, as this would in such a case be an additional 
danger to his soul. It is proper to add that all 
Araoio authorities were not of the opinion of 
nl-Ghazuli as to the lawfulness of music. Thus, 
Malik ibn Anas al-pimyari al-Madani^ distinctly 
states that no music of any sort is permitted to 
the faithful ; but al-GhazfiU {op. cit. pp. 244-250) 
replies at length to such puritanical strictures, and 
goes so far as to lay' down rules for ecstasy caused 
m the hypnotic influence of the Arabic rhythm. 
Thus, he warns the ccstatics never to weep, tear 
their garments, or dance, unless they are irresist- 
ibly compelled so to do. A listener to music must 
never strain for ecstasy, but, so far as possible, 
exert self-control. Here it should be noted that 
the conventional prolonged exclamation a-a-ah, so 
often interspersed by appreciative or polite listeners 
between the stanzas of Arabic love-songs, is an 
unquestionable survival of the earlier habit of fall- 
ing into ecstasy on hearing a ravishing verse. 

The Egyptian-Arabic love-song here given (pi. 
V.) is an excellent illustration of the more ex- 
tended melodious development of the song proper 
among the Arabic-speaking nations, as compared 
with the religious chant. The metre of these 
songs is sustained with extreme regularity through- 
out, supported by the hand-drum, or daraMka, 

keeping up the incessant tempo J J'J'J. 

1 ^ ^ I j I I I 1 

9 0 0 0 \ 0 0 0 


against which the metre of the song often runs in 
syncopation. This tempo is without doubt the 
parent of that of the modern Spanish Bolero 
dance. “ Inasmuch as all the verbs are in the 
masculine form in such productions as that given 
in pi. V., there can be little doubt that the tradi- 
tion is correct ivliioh states that this sort of song 
was originally addressed to boys who were kept 
for the purpose of sodomy. Such music was there- 
fore particularly ofiensive to sincere Muslims, and 
would certainly come under the category stmma- 
tized by al-Ghazuli, although there is nofliing 
obscene in the words themselves. A deeply re- 
ligious Yemeni, on hearing one of these love- 
songs, remarked to the writer of this article that 
the truly faithful could have nothing in common 
with music of this character, but should confine 
themselves to the traditional religious chants 
alone.® 

It may bo interesting at this point to give also a 
specimen of a Turkish love-song of the ordinary 
Perso-Turkish ty'pe (pi. VI.) as a contrast to the 
above distinctively metrical Arab production. The 
Turks, like the Persians, have permitted a more 
extended melody to develop, and do not as a rule 
accompany their songs -with a drum, but with the 
flute-pipe or with strings. They very frequently, 
however, sing without any accompaniment at all, as 
their songs, which are more of the recitative type, 
do not require the support of a steady tempo. 

Turkish songs from the interior, such as the 
Diarbekr productions, are more metrical in char- 
acter and also more melodious from the European 
point of view — a fact which is no doubt due to the 

> The founder of the Malikite school of canon law (718-705) 
a conservative and dlcnified legal authority (I. Goldziher! 
iltthammedanische Studien, Halle, 18S0-90, ii. 213ff.). 

- The Bolero melody is in triple time and generally syncopated 
to the same metre as the above style of song. 

3 Showing that the ancient rigidity of rule still persists 
among the stricter faithful. 
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Kurdish influence of the rerion. Kurdish songs 
show generally a well-marked melody, although of 
limited range, almost Arabian in its regular 
rhythm, which is, however, more apt to he in three 
beats, instead of the Arabian four or five time. 
Many of the higher class Persian melodies are 
beautiful, judged even according to European 
standards, as they often combine a tender melodi- 
ous strain, almost always sad, with a well-marked 
metre. 

3. Musical instruments. — The instruments used 
in Muhammadan music differ, of course, according 
to nationality. Among the Arabs proper, the most 
common instrument of percussion is the tahla, or 
tambourine drum. The Egyptians have used from 
time immemorial the darab-dka,^ or large pottery 
hand-drum, which, as indicated above, marks the 
chief rhythm of the song. They also use a smaller 
drum, which is trilled constantly with little sticks 
for the purpose of producing an unvarying support 
to the qarabdka tempo-drum. In Tunis the {ap- 
deha is almost identical with the darabdlia, and 


The exception is only apparent, however, because 
the mstruments play umat was originally a con- 
ventional death-wail sung by the mourners. The 
omission of the song may be due to European influ- 
ence. 

4, Notation. — The Muslims use the European 
system of notation, especially in the larger centres, 
but there still exists in many comers the old tra- 
ditional Persian tonic sol-fa system, according to 
which the tones were indicated by well-established 
signs, each representing a note of the scale and 
each bearing both Persian and Arabic names, as 
follows ; 

do re m! fa sol la si 
Persian : yefc dUfc «ffc chahir''k panfk feS'k hdjtak 
Arabic : qtl mdid sik mazmCm rami liastn eab^n 
In the Persian terms the numeral element pek, 
dUk, sik, ‘ first, second, third (tone),’ etc., plays the 
chief part, while the Arabic terminology employs 
only the Persian sik, ‘ third tone,’ making use of 
arbitrarCy applied native descriptives for the 
, others.! The higher fa-sol register is called 'aim, 
‘ high ’ ; the middle register, fa-sol-la-si-do-re-mi, is 
known as wasti, ‘ middle,’ while the term for the 
lower, do-re-mi, is sdala[i) (cf. Ali al-Ghaouthi, 
Treatise on Music [Arabic], Tunis, 1904).* 

5. Characteristics of singing. — The Arabic 
method of singing, like that of all the western 
Orientals, is to use head-tones as much a^ossible. 
Chest-tones, such as are cultivated in European 
music, are very objectionable, even to the better 
educated Arabic-speaking people, who, like their 
nearer Oriental neighbours, the Turks and Persians, 
have also the greatest detestation of harmony in 
any form. Deliberate flatting or , sharping often 
takes place, especially when a pathetic effect is 
sought. This has given rise to the statement that 
quarter-tones are of common occurrence in Arabic 
songs. "While this is literally true, it is a variable 
quantity in their music, as the same singer will 
often sing a stanza wth, e.g., a flatted roulade and 
then repeat the same roulade in the ordinary^ man- 
ner. In spite of these un-European characteristics, 
a well-balanced Arab choras— -for they sing in 
chorus whenever possible — chanting in unison and 
accompanied by strings, wood- wind, and percussion, 
has a powerful effect even on a European listener, 
provided that he is sufficiently unprejudiced to lay 
aside for the moment his harmonic training, and 
allow himself to be swayed by the quavering yet 
never-varying movement of the shrill, but rarely 
untrue, voices and instruments, sustained by the 
ceaseless thrum of the hand-drums. 


they like'wise have the tambourine, as well as 
SeqASe^, or cymbals. The most purely Arabian 
wind instrument is the seven-holed simple flageolet- 
flute, which is a great favourite, in spite of the 
earlier denunciation of ‘ pipes.’ Of the flute there 
are many varieties, such as the N. African 
magrdme, or double-pipe, the Tunisian gasha, or 
flageolet, etc. The most primitive Arabic stringed 
instruments are the two-stringed violin and the 'ud, 
or lute, whence the European lute i=al-ild) and 
its descendant the mandoline are derived. It is 
strange that stringed instruments as well as wind 
instruments should have been forbidden by the 
earlier religious opinion (see above), but this was 
probably because of the association of these instru- 
mente with irreligious subjects. At the present 
day the Muslim peoples use very generally the 
guitar and mandoline, and frequently the ordinary 
European violin. They also delight in a native 
zither {qandn). It must be remembered that all 
these instruments were primarily employed to 
accompany song, and rarely, if ever, to play inde- 
pendent melodies. An apparent exception to this 
rule is the funeral dirge-air often played on flutes 
without song, especially on the N. African coast. 

1 Evidently identical with the tuba (see above, p. 64^, note 4). 


IiiTERATiTitE. — Ahmed Efiendi Amin, Comparison between 
Arabic and European MusicoX dotation, Bulaq, 1002; JA, 
8th eer., no. 6, xviii. [1891] Z79-S56; TraiU des rapports musi- 
eaux, tr. from Bafl al-Pin Abd al-Mumln Baghdadi's letter to 
Sharaf a1-DIn (cf. also AA, 8th ser., no. 6, xviii. 279-356); A. 
Cbristianowitscb, Esguisse historic de la musique qrabe aux 
temps anciens, Colome, 1863; ’M. CoUangettes, ‘Etude Bur 
la musique arabe * {JA, ioth eer., no. 6, iv. [1905] S65, 422, and 
viii. [1906] 149-190) ; S. Daniel, La JIusigue arabe, ses rapports 
avee la musique greeque et le chant grlgorien, Algiers, 1863 and 
1870; Muhammad ton Muhammad ai-GhazAli, Ibyd Uldm 
ad-Dln, tr. D. B. Macdonald, ' Emotional Religion in Islam as 
aSected by Music and Singing,* in LRAS, 1901, pp. 195-252, 
705-748, and 1002, pp. 1-28; Ibn KbaldOn, Bxlratl sur la 


1 The -i in Persian ddfc, etfc, etc., is probably not the diminu- 
tive -t, seen, e.g., in mardah, ‘little man,’ but rather a shorter 
form of Persian gah, ‘time.’. An aged Turkish teacher of 
music named the sol-fa notes to the writer as follows : ek-ggah, 
dO-gyah, si-gyah, etc., which can only mean ‘one time, two 
times, three times,’ etc., conventionally applied to the tone- 
names and their signs (gyah is the Turkish palatalized pronuncia- 
tion of Persian gah). The Arabic names for the notes may be 
rendered as follows: dff really =‘ the train of a garment 'and 
here ‘ lower part ’;mdid possibly = ‘ mover,’ from mdd,‘ agitate, 
‘move*; marmdm, from zamma or damma, probably means 
‘tied,’ ‘Joined’ ; raraf=‘ a quick going ’ (it can hardly be rand, 
‘sand’); Jorfnisthe Persian form of the Arabic stem hasana 
and>=‘beautiful‘; sdhsin is a vamnt of tostnwith preforma- 
tive so-, dubious in meaning in this case. 

9 Sa'ala{i) means ‘clear the throat,’ ‘cough,’ and was henct 
applied to the bass register. 
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MUSIC (Slavic). — ^Tho Slavs have always been 
renowned for their music. As early as A.D. 691 
the Byzantine historians record that among the 
Avar captives there were three Baltic Slavs, who 
were untrained to arms and were employed as pro- 
fessional players on the gusli (see oelow, p. 68*’). 
In the 10th cent, a hand of Slav instrumentalists 

E erformed at the Byzantine court. The Arabian 
istorians of the same epoch speak of a Slav seven- 
stringed instrument (probably the gusli ) ; and 
medimval Russian Chronicles abound in references 
to the musical tastes of the princes, differentiating 
between the ecclesiastical and the popular style. 

A fresco of the year 1073 at Kiev represents 
Russian musicians, dressed much like Western 
troubadours, and playing flutes, long horns, 
cymbals, a guitar-shaped instrument (possibly the 

E arent-fonn of the theorbo), and a seven-strmged 
arp or psalter. The musical profession ranked so 
high that in the mediajval ballads such a hero ns 
Uobrynya Nikitifi was not disOTaced by assuming 
the disguise of a shomordkh,^ or wandering 
minstrel. 

Slav countries are surprisingly rich in popular 
song. Apart from the traditional festival hymns 
and melodies (some of these very ancient, and 
pagan in origin) current history has been related 
in the Byliny, and the verse orally conserved. 
This democratic historiography survived down to 
the Napoleonic era. 

Such popular song and melody were secular, 
often semi-pagan, and, as such, fervently perse- 
cuted by Church and Stato. Progressively with 
the decay of the South Russian civilization and 
Kievite State (13th to 14th cent.), the Eastern 
Church became more ascetic ; and, under the Tatar 
ascendancy and after, the minstrels who hod been 
honoured by the princes of Kiev ultimately became 
strolling vagabonds. - 

The northern plains, however, were too vast 
for persecution to be able to extirpate popular 
customs. In the ‘ fifties and sixties ’ of the 19th 
cent, the ancient folk-songs were diligently and 
exhaustively compiled. 

The Church had her own school of music, de- 
rived from Byzantine models. In the late 16th 
cent., after tbe Tatars had been subdued, the 
Moscovite princes cultivated foreign arts ; thus, 
in 1490, Ivdn ill. summoned an organist to 
Moscow; Ivdn IV. greatly favoured German 
musicians ; and his son Theodore was presented 
by the king of England with an organ, a clavichord, 
and skilled players. 

The end of the ICth and the beginning of the 
17th cent, brought Russia under Polish influence, 
and new ‘Westeni instruments were introduced 
(such as the pandora, the theorbo, and the violin), 
as well as the Western pentalineal system of nota- 
tion. In the 15th cent, chamber-music was per- 
formed at the Polish and Moscovite courts ; and 
Sigismund 1. of Poland imported Italian music. 

I. The characteristics of primitive music.— Tbe 
genuine popular music of the Slavs is probably 
an independent outgrowth of Aryan folk-song, 
akin to Indian and Greek melody, but not identi- 
cal nor borrowed. 

1 Probably derived from <rKu)iga.pxot. 


Melodic development apparently falls roughly 
into three periods. The octave is divided diatoni- 
cally into the intervals of our modern scale — not 
according to the Pythagorean fifths or like the 
Oriental scale, which has seventeen intervals 
(made up by differentiating between the sharp of 
one note and the flat of the succeeding note). 

All primitive music was designed as an indis- 
pensable accompaniment to ritual or epic verse; 
thus, such music is a ricitatif that follows the 
metre and the words, rising and falling with the 
natural variations of the speaking voice, the tempo 
and rhythm being determined by the phrases out 
of which the verse is buUt up. 

Our modem diatonic scale admits of majors 
and minors, and also of accidentals within the 
strict limits of the twelve admissible semitones, 
whereas ancient scales have no majors or minors. 
The ancient Greeks could modulate from one of 
their eight scales into any other; the primitive 
Russian Slav scale in each stage of development 
was invariable, exactly as no modern musician 
could introduce a third- or guarter-tone. 

Music without words — music as an art per se — 
evolved only very late, after the Middle Ages; 
verse or poetry as an art per se very much earlier. 
Furthermore, in primitive melody the spoken 
phrase which governs the rhythm can move only 
within a limited compass, very much less than 
that of the voice — e.g., within a fourth or a fifth. 
The whole melody is very short and repeated 
without variation ; it is unharmonized, and based 
on unhormonical intervals. 

(a) First period. — The first period in folk-song, 
and the most barbarous, is based on the interval 
of the fourth upwards and fifth doivnwards, and 
comprises only whole tones._ To this class Highland 
and Chinese music are said to belong. This has 
been called the period of the trichord, t.e., only 
three notes were available in each limit of the 
fourth or the fifth — e.g., C D F.? 

(b) Second period. — The second stage added 
some new notes to the octave, and is styled the 
period of the tetrachord — e.g,, CDF G — or the 
fifth. Ancient Greek, primitive Slav, and medimval 
Western European music are said to belong to it. 
The octave is divided C — F, F — C', C' — F'. The 
music may now rise a fifth, as well as sink a fifth. 
The melody still has to follow the words in ris- 
ing or falling phrases within these limits. As 
yet the lending note has not come into vogue; 
and the characteristic scale of this epoch impresses 
Uie modem ear as an irregular minor scale. The 
music still being a rtcitatif, the rhythm and tempo 
have to be strictly adjusted to the metre of the 
words. At this point, therefore, a brief account 
of the metre must be interpolated. 

On the one band, the ancient Greek hexameter was a 
strictly regular quantitative four-beat, or, again, the iambus 
and the trochee three-beats, the metrical stress determining 
the rhythm and the tempo. The length of the vowel formed 
the basis for the measurement of the beats. But even in 
ancient Greek and Latin the influence of the tonic accent was 
beginning to make itself felt, and to induce Irregularities, such 
ns lengthening in arsi, the shortening of unaccented long 
terminations. Quantity disappeared very early, however, in 
the development of the Slav languages; Serbian alone has 
retained a fixed distinction of long and short syllables, the 
length of which is unaffected by the stress. Modern metre in 
all the Slav languages, including Serbian, is stressed, or 
accentual. On tbe other hand, all modern poetry is strictly 
accentual. 

The early Slav metre was in a transitional stage. Although 
quantity had disappeared, metro was still regulated by the long 
groupings of three or more syllables that had constituted the 
ancient quantitative foot; and the metrical— and therefore 
rhythmical— unit became a group of syllables with a domina- 
ting accent. Furthermore, when in the course of the 14th cent, 
the vowels C? had become mute, whilst the old traditional 
Songs and melodies were maintained, great irregularities of 
tempo were the natural result : it was as though we attempted 
to read as a melodic and metrical scheme the verses of Chaucer, 
and systematically disregarded the final e’s, which in modern 
Engiish have lost all phonetic value. 
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The ecansion of early Slav folk-songs Is closely akin to that 
of Vedic hymns ; it can be analyzed into lines of twelve, sixteen, 
or twenty syllables ; but, in Slav, quantity has vanished, the 
accent generally falls on the third syllable in each group of four, 
and the lines almost Invariably terminate with a dactylic word. 
When the vowels %, (? became mute, false accents had to be 
introduced so as to coerce the poem into conformity with the 
tune. It was a favourite device to introduce assonant termina- 
tions as well M alliterative words or repetitions as part of the 
style ; highly inflected languages lend themselves very readily 
to this device. Gradually these assonant terminations became 
a regular system of rhyme, while alliteration and repetition 
were left as a mere , embellishment. Thus the same influences 
as in Western Europe operated to convert sj’llabic alliterative 
metre into flxed accentual metre with short metrical feet. 
When this process was complete, words and melodj’, metre and 
tempo, could be combined without mutual violence. To sum 
up : a primitive pre-Slav Aryan metre uo-o/uo-u//-vio became the 
accentual and, through irregularities and deviations 

from the strict scheme and the partitioning of the four-beat, 
finally evolved into the modem 'T r'/t or trochaicaUy 
crrr, or anapastically "■/'■•f'-r'''- 

tl^en, in the poem, these syllabic feet irrcOTlarly comprised 
more than four syllables, the bar corresponding to such a foot 
had to be lengthened, and thus the tempo varied. 

(c) Third period. — From this consideration of 
metre we may proceed to what is regarded as the 
third stage of Slav music. This synchronizes with 
the development in Western Europe of the modem 
scale, thirds being introduced as a basic division 
of the octave, in Edition to the fourths and fifths 
of the previous epochs ; and thus part-singing and 
harmonization at last were rendered possible. The 
leading note had already made a first appearance 
in the south, in Little Eussia (which up to 1654 
belonged to Poland), together with chromatic aug- 
mentations and diminutions of the fourth and fifth 
— a_ change possibly due to Oriental influence or 
Polish permeation. Thus the styles of N. and 
S. Kussia became difierentiated, the south advanc- 
ing long before the north. 

(a) Artistic growth. — From this point forward 
Eussian folk-melody had thirds, chromatics, the 
leading note, and consequently regular majors and 
minors with tonics and dominants. The artistic 
development proceeded apace. Music and poetiy 
soon started on their s^arate paths as different 
and independent arts. We shall now briefly trace 
this artistic growth of Eussian music. 

Ivan IV. had a vocal unconducted choir at his 
court. This practice was continued by his suc- 
cessors. The most notable choirmaster was D. M. 
Bortnyanski (1751-1825), who was musically trained 
in Italy and reformed the Imperial Court choir. 
Francesco Araja (1700-67) was the creator of the 
first opera in Eussia, in Italian and with an Italian 
troupe. A. N. Verstovski (1799-1863) introduced 
Eussian opera in Eussian ; but it was M. I. Glinka 
(1804-57) who, with his Life for the Tsar (1830), 
created Eussian opera in the national style and 
with Slav rhythm and harmony. Since then 
C6sar Cui, Borodin, Musorgski, Eimski-Korsakov, 
etc., have acquainted the world with the great 
musical genius of Eussia, with its strongly marked 
features and characteristic harmonies. It is note- 
worthy that Debussy and many of the modem 
French school derived some of their inspiration 
from the great Eussian masters. And, withal, 
this great Eussian school drew upon the native 
melodies for its thematic material. These are to 
our Western ear untuneful, for they are based 
on a cruder scale. They are nnjoyous, like the 
steppes. Modem Eussian opera often gives the 
impression of a richly orchestrated folk-song, ■>vith 
a strange and compelling beauty all its own ; for, 
after the first Byronesque effusions of the ‘twenties’ 
of the 19th cent., Eussia in all of the arts turned 
to her national resources and built out of them 
a literature, an art, and a music second to those 
of no other people. 

(e) Church music. — The music of the Church 
in Eussia has had a history apart. After the 
conversion of Vladimir i. in 980 Greek schools of 


singing were founded at ICiev. The Chronicles 
make a clear distinction between popular and 
Church music, stating of one prince that he loved 
the gttsli and his wine, of another that he loved 
Psalm-singing. This ecclesiastical music was Am- 
brosian, and based on four of the ancient Greek 
scales, viz., the Phrygian, Dorian, Hypophrygian, 
and Hypolydian (see Music [Greek]). Eussian 
Church melody could modulate within the limits of 
these scales. Gregorian music was not allowed to 
penetrate into the realm of the orthodox Church. 

Unlike the popular music, which was oral and 
traditional, Church music was written : the notes, 
indicated by sims, or ‘ semiogi'aphs,’ were super- 
scribed above the words. The choir-leader con- 
ducted by cheironoi^ — a sort of deaf and dumb 
musical alphabet. This arbitrary and awkward 
method lasted do'ivn to the end of the 16th cent., 
and was for long championed by the conservative 
against the new Western pentalineal notation, 
which supplanted it by the end of the 17th 
century. For a time both systems were used con- 
currently, Tempo indications were abbreviations 
of Slav words. 

All singing was at first in unison, as the 
harmonics of this music were, like those of the 
popular songs, based on fourths and fifths, and not 
on thirds. 

2 . The musical instruments. — In the mediaeval 
Chronicles the names of the instruments are often 
loosely used, and it is difficult to define exactly 
what instrument is intended. 

(a) Stringed. — The most ancient of the stringed 
and plucked instruments is the gusli (with the 
conventional epithets ‘made of the plane tree’ 
and ‘sonorous*). It was a zither-like box, with 
seven or eight strings, plucked by the right hand, 
and damped by the left. A later development of 
the gusli was the psalter, with eleven strings and 
a rounded body, with one end narrower than the 
other. The player pressed the narrower end to 
his chest, and plucked the strings ^vith his right 
hand. Later still we find the cymbals, a rect- 
angular trapezoidal case on which metaJ string 
were strung, to be struck with a hammer. It 
might have fifteen or more cords; it was intro- 
duced only in the 17th century. 

Other stringed instruments were the domra, 
balalaika, bandura (or kobza), theorbo, and guitar, 
all of which had long necks, upon which the strings 
were strung, admitting of fingering, and carried 
over a sounding-box ; they were plucked with the 
fingers or a plectrum. The domra was common 
in Great Eussia, the others in Little Eussia ; they 
were largely of Polish origin. 

The domra had three strings tuned in fourths, 
and an oval body ; the balalaika had a triangpile-r 
body, with three strings tuned A E A', and a bent 
head. These instruments mark a great advance, 
for the cords were stopped with the left hand, 
so as to form the notes and intervals. The domra 
and balalaika were shrill and inharmonious. The 

E andora, or bandura, rwembled a lute, and mi^ht 
ave any number of strings — six at the least. The 
theorbo was a highly complicated bass lute, derived 
from Italy through Poland, ivith three separate 
sets of cords allowing of the playing of several 
parts at the same time. 

Stringed instruments played -with the bow came 
into use only in the 16th century. The earliest 
form is the three-stringed lyre, neckless, its body 
somewhat like that of a viol-da-gamba ; the stMgs 
were sounded by a wheel, turned by a handle at 
one end. .Amother bowed stringed instrument, 
probably of Tatar origin, was the gudok; it had 
two strings, a pear-shyied body, and an Asiatic 
crescent-shaped bow. The Eussians added a thud 
string. The instrument was held downwards like 
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a ’cello. Two strings were tuned in unison, act- 
ing as pedal-]iointSj and never fingered ; the third 
■was tuned a hfth higher and fingered. Very much 
later violins, violas, and ’cellos were introduced 
from abroad. 

(b) Wind. — ^Trumpets are mentioned as early as 
the 11th century. Wood-wind instruments also 
occur early. The most ancient seems to be the 
dudki, or pipe, with the mouthpiece at the end. 
Double-pipes (swrcly) are still used in White 
Russia ; these are two pipes lashed together, one 
being shorter than tlie otlier ; a development from 
this was the iscvnUsa, the Greek cvpiy^, seven pipes 
in one frame. 

Reed instruments are also found quite early, 
and were specially used in funeral rites ; they had 
seven intervals. A double instrument of this type 
was called the suma, a kind of hautboy. 

(c) Percussion. — Drums came into orchestral use 
in the reign of Ivan IV. ; the earliest form perhaps 
is the nakry (two clay pots with leather stretched 
over the top). Similar instruments •n’ere the loiki, 
or wooden spoons, or xylophone, first used in the 
18th cent. ; tarclki, or timpani, are recorded as far 
back as the 11th cent., as well as the biihny, or 
tambourines. 

Rrom the middle of the 17th cent. Russian 
orchestration was enriched through communica- 
tions with Italy, directly and indirectly, through 
Poland and Germany. This cultured elaboration 
of the rich primitive music of the Slavs has put 
Russian music in the first rank. 

Liteiutose. — A. Soubics, ITittoire dt la musigue tn Ruttie, 
Paris, 1E98; M. M. Ivinov, Jiloriga muri/kalnago TaztiHga 
Rotrii, Petroprad, 1910; A. Maslov, Opi/£ rukovodttva kizu- 
ienigu nmioy nar. mxizgki, Moscow, 1011 (contains good bibli- 
ography) : A. Pougin, Etsai historigue tur la mutigtte en Rxtssie, 
Paris, 1901; P. Sokalsld, Ruttkaxja nor. xnxtzyka, Kharkov, 

18 SS. Leonard A. Magnus. 

MUSIC (Teutonic). — ^Teutonic mythology differs 
from classical in not ascribing a divine origin to 
music as distinct from poetry. Yet musical powers 
were often an attribute of gods and supernatural 
beings; as of OSin, Bragi, ana frequently the water- 
divinities, and in individual human beings song- 
craft was looked upon as a divine gift, or, indeed, ns 
directly due to divine inspiration and intervention. 

According to the earliest records, music, especi- 
ally song, played a large part in awakening and in 
expressing religious and national feeling, as well 
as martial ardour and festive mirth. Tacitus says 
that the ancient songs of the Germans, ‘ which are 
tlieir sole forms of chronology and history,’ sing the 
praises of their divine progenitors {Germ. 2) ; this 
IS borne out in historic times by the evidence of 
Jordanes for the Ostrogoths {de Getarum Grig. 4), 
and by the celebration in song of heroes of later 
days, such as Arminius (Tac. Ann. ii. 88), Alboin 
of Lombardy (Paulus Diaconus, dc Gest. Langobard- 
orum, i. 27), and Charlemagne, Song and the 
clashing of arms were the accepted means of inspir- 
ing to the fight, and of disheartening the foe, and 
tlie variety of sound ranged from ‘a loud yell’ 
(Ammianus Marcellinus, XXVUI. v. 6) to dissonant 
clamour, from a rhythmic battle-cry {Ola/s Saga 
kins Helga, 92 ; Fommanna Sogttr, iv.) to heroic 
chants (Tac. Hist. ii. 22 ; Amm. Marc. XXXI. vii. 
11). Triumphal songs after the battle are known 
in at least one instance to have been accompanied 
by dancing (Gregory, Dial. iii. 28). Altliough 
there is little evidence for the practice of mermy 
festive music in the primitive Teutonic period, it 
is noteworthy that many of the later words for 
music are intimately connected witli, if not actually 
derived from, roots denoting joy or bliss — e.g., 
glcd, dream (Grimm, Tout. Myttiology, tr. J. S. 
Stallybrass, London, 1882-88, p. 901). 

During the period of settlement of the Teutonic 


peoples after the great migrations all these uses 
of music became increasingly important, especially 
on the national and religious side, as might be 
expected in a race in which religious feeling was 
so closely identified with its strong national con- 
sciousness. In connexion with religion music 
assumed a twofold significance. 

(1) It was an integral part of such ritual as was 
practised — e.g., singmg and dancing were used by 
the Langobards in their worship (Gregory, loc. cit.). 
At Upsala the sacrifices were accompanied by 
‘ unseemly ’ songs (Adam of Bremen, Gesta Ham- 
maburg. iv. 27 (ifGH, ‘ Script.’ vii.]), and it would 
appear from the degenerate behaviour of ‘ the 
mimes on the stage, and the unmanly clatter of 
the bells,’ which aroused the disgust of StarkatSr 
(Saxo Grammaticus, Danish History, tr. O. Elton, 
London, 1894, ■«. 185), that this side of the cere- 
mony was much developed. At funerals dirges 
were sung, telling the prowess of the dead; the 
account of the funeral lament for Attila (Jordanes, 
49) can bo paralleled by the fragmentary indica- 
tion of the dirge (geomorgyd) stmg for Beowulf 
(1. 3151). At weddings songs were sung, but not 
necessarily of a religious character {Saga HerrauiSs 
ok Bosa, 12 ; Fornaldar Sogur, iii.). 

(2) The second great religious use of music was 
in the magic art, in which the chanting of spells 
must always have been a chief element ; and in 
the north, where this art was so much developed, 
wo have ample evidence of the importance of vocal 
music as an adjunct of sorcery. The two main 
forms of incantation were the galdr and the seitSr, 
the beneficent and maleficent charms. The galdr 
must from its very name have been sung ; the seiiSr 
we know to have been performed with elaborate 
musical ceremonial. Thus in Orvarodds Saga (ch. 
2) the seiiSrkona, or sorceress, appears accompanied 
by a choir of fifteen boys and fifteen girls, skilled 
in singing. So, too, in Eiriks Saga HantSa (ch. 4) 
the prophetess requires one of the women present 
to sing a certain spell ; a Christian woman unwill- 
ingly complies, and sings so sweetly that the witch 
announces that many unwonted spirits have been 
lured thither. Elsewhere we again find the sweet- 
ness of the song apparently increasing its potency, 
os in the seiiSr that lured the boy Kdri to his death 
{Laxdcela Saga, 37). Music produced by an abnor- 
mal instrument can have a supernatural effect, as 
in the ballad of the minstrel whose harp, strung 
with three locks of a drowned girl’s hair, sings 
of itself, and accuses the murderer. An inspired 
musician can, like Orpheus, charm animals by his 
song, as does Horont the Dane {Kndrun, 388). 

Heroic traditions, from being celebrated in com- 
munal song (Jordanes, 4), passed into the keeping 
of the sc6/>, whoso chief function was to commemo- 
rate national prowess, or, like the Northern scalds 
later on, to celebrate the deeds of hero patrons. 
The Old English poems WidsiS and Dcor afford 
glimpses of the wide-spread fame and the varying 
fortunes of these minstrels ; their repute was great, 
and the divine inspiration and supernatural powers 
ascribed to them appear in such tales as that of 
Horant, already cited, or of SigurSr, who, at a 
Avedding-feast, by his harp-playing caused not 
only the guests but even tlie very tables and 
dishes to dance {Saga Herrau'tSs ok Bosa, 12 ; For- 
naldar Sogur, iii.). The scop and the scald, who 
were often men _ of good birth, catered for the 
courts, and provided the chief entertainment at 
feasts by chanting heroic lays, either traditional 
or improvised. Their skill redounded to the credit 
of the court, and keen interest was taken in their 
rivalry and their singing-contests. Popular tastes, 
on the other hand, were provided for by the Avander- 
ing minstrel or glee-man, and hoAV familiar and 
acceptable a figure he Avas is proved by the legend 
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Mfred penetrating, thus disguised, into the 
Danish camp. The susceptibility of the Teutonic 
races to music is proved by the honours heaped 
upon the singer, and also % the wide difiusion 
of the tyric gift. I^othing is more striking in the 
Icelandic sagas than the facility -with -which men 
rad -women of almost all classes ‘ sing a stave,’ i.e. 
improvise to suit all occasions. The Goths seem 
to have quickly fallen under the influence of 
Homan music, as in the case of the ex-emperor 
Attains (cf. H, Bradley, TAe Goths Story of the 
Nations’], London, 1887, pp. 95, 101). Throughout 
the heroic poems and_ tales we can trace the enjoy- 
ment of courtly music, and the story of Crndmon 
illustrates the shame felt by the ungifted man at 
the exposure of his deficiency. 

We nave hardly any knowledge of the nature 
of pre-Christian Teutonic music, but the strong 
rhythm of the alliterative poetry presupposes a 
marked musical rhythm. It is practically certain 
that harmony was unknown in instrumental and 
in vocal music. Such technical knowledge as we 
possess can be deduced only from the instruments 
known to have been used, t.e. horns and harps. 
The first instrument of the primitive Teuton was 
probably the horn, originally the natural horn of 
an animal, later a reproduction in bronze. Then 
the shape was altered, as can be seen from the 
bronze horn found in Denmark, which is twisted 
somewhat into the shape of a G, and apparently is 
the prototype of the modern Scandinavian Inrs. 
Expert judgment believes this horn to have been in 
the key of Eb, of which it produced the first eight 
harmonics. By far the more important and more 
characteristic instrument is the harp, for which 
the Teutons have a separate native name, and 
which, although here experts difier, the northern 
nations probably evolved for themselves independ- 
ently of existing forms in the south ; it is a moot 
oint how much they owed to their Celtic neigh- 
oura, past masters of the harp. That bow- 
instruments were originally unknown to the Teu- 
tons is borne out by the fact that the wordAeajyaw 
is used to translate citharisare, and therefore dis- 
tinctly implies plucking or twanging the strings. 
Early contact -with the Eomans introduced them 
to such instruments as bells and bagpipes, and 
later to all the varieties of the psalterium. 

After the advent of Christianity the history of 
Teutonic music is for centuries identical -with that 
of Church music ; the Church absorbed almost all 
musical interest, and certainly controlled all tech- 
nical and artistic progress. Secular music was 
steadily discouraged ; throughout the Merovingian 
laws the seductions of heathen songs are denounced, 
while in England the famous letter of Alcuin [MGS, 

‘ Script.’ XV. ‘ Epist. Carol.,’ ii. 124) and the pleasing 
anec<mte of Aldhelm (William of Malmesbury, de 
Gest,pontiJ^.Anglorum,y. 190)illustratetheChurch’B 
severe attitude towards secmar music, but also its 
readiness to use Christian music as a means of 
attraction. 

The Homan Church had a struggle to enforce its 
liturgical music upon the Teutonic churches, which 
seemed to realize the danger to their individuality 
in the adoption of the standard Church music, t.e. 
the Gregorian plain-song or unaccompanied unison 
chant. Once converted to the Homan usage, how- 
ever, the Teutonic monks were active in spreading 
it, as did St. Boniface among the Germans; and 
the monastery of St. Gall can claim to have per- 
fected in the 9th cent, the new liturgiciJ chant 
known as the ‘sequence.’ Moreover, it is to 
Teutonic monks, such as Alcuin, Notker, and 
Odo, that we owe the chief literary evidence on 
the ecclesiastical modes. 

In the development of the second great school of 
music, the polyphonic, Teutonic clerics again fur- 


nish some of the most valuable evidence on theory. 
The de Earmonica Institutione of the Elemish 
monk Hucbald describes the first attempts at the 
forms of harmony later known as ‘ organum ’ and 
‘ descant ’ ; at the end of the following century 
comes the more advanced work of Otger of St. 
Pons, probable author of the treatise Musica En- 
chiriadis. After the death (c, 1050) of (3uido of 
Arezzo, the chief exponent of the new i^stem, the 
Teutonic monks— c.gr. , Bemo of Reichenau, William 
of Hirschau, and Aribo Scholasticus — seem to hare 
shared in the temporary reaction against poly- 
phony. But Teutonic musicians soon recovered 
their propessive spirit, as is shown by the work of 
Franco or Cologne, and in the development of that 
contrapuntal art which has aptly been likened to a 
Gothic cathedral they led the way, through the 
English supremacy of the 12th to the 14th centuries, 
up to the ‘ Golden Age ’ of the Netherlands in the 
16th century. 

In the English period the chief names in theory 
are those of Walter Odington in the late 13th cent., 
and Simon Tunstede, who at the end of the 14th 
cent, describes the method of introducing /awx- 
bourdon into the old descant. England has the 
distinction of preserving five early specimens of 
coun-terpoint, one of which, the famous rota or 
six-part canon, ‘ Snmer is icumen, in,’ dating from 
c. 1240, precedes any similar composition extant by 
more than a century ; it is a secular song, but was 
probably composed by a cleric. By the end of the 
16th cent, many English composers were at work, 
but produced less original music, because of their 
dependence on the Netherlands school ; again, in 
the 16th cent., the influence of Palestrina was pre- 
dominant. 

The Netherlands school begins with Guillaume 
Dufay, and rises to its height in the 15th cent, with 
Johannes Okeghem, master of the canon, and his 
pupil, Josquin des Pr6s, The pupil soon out- 
stripped the master, infusing into the latter's dry 
and intellectual style— in which it is perhaps not 
fanciful to see the influence of the northern land 
and of the Teutonic character — ^greater artistic and 
devotional feeling. An interesting point in the 
Flemish school is the novelty of basing its mass- 
themes on pop-ular melodies. The influence of the 
school is sho-wn by the fact that Dufay’s contem- 
porary, WDlaert, founded the Venetian school, 
while Palestrina himself, the culmination of mediae- 
val counterpoint before it yields to homophony, 
was taught by the Flemish master, Goudimel. 

With the Reformation a great change came 
over music in the Teutonic countries. The main 
cause was the secularizatiou of the art by freeing 
it from an enforced dependence on the Church ana 
her requirements, while in Church music itself a 
change equally great appears, due first to ite loss 
of symbolic significance, and secondly to the intro- 
duction of congregational singing in the vernacular. 
In England the 16th cent, saw a CTcat seculariza- 
tion and diffusion of music, but the composers of 
Church music, such as Tallis, Byrd, and Orlando 
Gibbons, were still at the head of their profession, 
and the emancipation of English music was not 
completed until the Commonwealth. 

The development of Church music in Germany 
during the Reformation is foremost in interest and 
importance. Throughout the Middle Ages there 
was a strong current of religious musical feeling, 
rising to flood-height, first, from the 13th to the 
14th centuries, when the Minnesinger wrote re- 
ligious as well as courtly lyrics, and then in the 
15th and 16th centuries, -when the Meistersinger 
accomplished their important work of popularizing 
sacred music ; both schools based their music on the 
ecclesiastical modes, the Meistersinger, however, 
with little inspiration. The practice of fitting 
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popular melodies to sacred words had prevailed 
bcioretheEcformation ; but the contrapuntal treat- 
ment tended to obscure the melody, and Luther’s 
work lay in the restoration of rhythm to Church 
hymns — a step important in ensuring their popular- 
ization. It is doubtful now whether Luther under- 
took much composition himself, yet the name 
‘Lxither’s hymns’ is hardly a misnomer, so great 
was his encouragement to hymnodists to adapt 
tunes already familiar in Church or folk-song, and 
to develop the wonderful chorales now familiar to 
every Protestant country. Later, at the end of the 
16th cent., these simple tunes were again obscured 
by contrapuntal treatment for choir-siuging ; but 
the influence of monody restored the simplicity of 
effect suited to express the exalted national and 
religious aspirations of the Refoimed Church. 
Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries hymnody 
flourished under the Silesian and Pietistic schools. 
The same period saw in England also a popular- 
ization of hymnody — to which the Reformation had 
given little impetus — under the influence first of 
Watts and the Independents, then of Wesley and 
the Methodists. 

The remarkable production in Germany during 
the 18th cent, of Church music of the highest order 
is a subject beyond the scope of this article (see 
Music [Christian]) ; but it may bo suggested that 
it was the result of individual genius, as of Bach, 
working on traditional forms and originating new 
ones, with an entire emancipation from ecclesiasti- 
cal rigidity, yet with a restraint which kept the 
work, unlike much similar Italian production, 
within the bounds of religious propriety. This is 
illustrated by the growth of the new oratorio; 
starting, as in Italy, from the miracle-play, it was 
given a new direction in Germany by combination 
•with the lately emancipated Passion music, and 
drew fresh strength from that peculiarly Teutonic 
form, the chorale. Thus in the later development 
of religious music in Teutonic countries we see 
that its greatness was largely due to its closeness 
to national tradition ; and Germany perhaps owed 
her musical supremacy in part to tlie fact that, 
even>fter the secularization of the art, her greatest 
musicians were content to submit to the disciplinary 
forms of Church music. 
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R. C. Hope, M^ian>al Music, do. 1894 ; J. K. Paine, Hist, of 
Music, Boston, 1907 ; E. Dickinson, Music in the Hist, of the 
Western Church, London, 1902. Ikt. E. SEATON. 


MUSKHOGEANS. — The Muskhogeans consti- 
tute a sedentary and agricultural American Indian 
linguistic stock whose territory covered the major 
portion of the present States oi Georgia, Alabama, 
and Mississippi, and the western part of Tennessee, 
the principal tribes being the Choctaw and Semi- 
nole (qq.v.), Creek, and Chickasaw, besides the 
minor tribes of the Alibamu, Apalachee, Bayo- 
goula, Chakchiuma, Chatot, Chula,_ Hitchiti, 
Huma, Ibitoupa, Kasihta, Koasati, Mobile, Mugul- 
asha Naniba, Ofogoula, Tangipahoa, Taposa, 
Tawasa, Tohome, and Yamasee. The tribal organ- 
ization and system of government were closely 
analogous to those of the Iroquois (q.v.). The 
number of gentes varied from 28 among the 
Creek to 12 among the Chickasaw, 10 among 
the Seminole, and 8 among the Choctaw. The 
phratry system is recorded among Choctaw and 
Chickasaw, the latter having 2 phratries of 4 


and 8 gentes respectively: Panther-Wild Cat, 
Bird, Fish, Deer; Spanish (Ishpani)- Raccoon, 
Spanish, Royal (Mingo), Skunk, Squirrel, Alligator, 
W olf , Blackbird. Intermarriage between members 
of the same gens was forbidden; descent was in 
the female line. As regards the designations of 
the gentes, we are expressly infoimed by Adair 
(Hist, of the Atmt, Indians, p. 16) that the Mus- 
khogcans ‘ bear no religious respect to the animals 
from which they derive the names of their tribes, 
but will kill any of the species, when opportunity 
serves.’ Since, hoivever, he repeatedly notes the 
decay of old custom and belief among the Mus- 
kliogcans, we cannot assume that the usual tabus 
regarding the totem did not originally prevail 
among them. As among the Iroquois, the civil 
chiefs were distinct from the war-chiefs; and, 
among the Chickasaw, the chieftainship was hered- 
itary in the Mingo gens, and the chief religious 
official in the Wild Cat (Adair, p. 31). So far did 
the Muskhogeans car^ the distinction between 
civil and military affairs that, notably among the 
Creek, there were ‘ white towns,’ devoted to civil 
government and peace ceremonies, and ‘red towns’ 
for ceremonies of war. 

The towns, which, when in strategic positions, 
were strongly walled, contained a public square, 
each of whose enclosing buildings comprised three 
rooms. The structure on the east side was for the 
chief administrative councilloTS, that on the south 
for the war-chiefs, that on the west for the princi- 
pal religious paraphernalia,^ and that on the north 
for the inferior chiefs. The square itself was the 
scene of public business and great religious cere- 
monies, such as the hvslc (for which see ERE iii. 
507“ and HAI i. 176-178) ; and there such aliens 
as possessed no clan rights might sojourn as public 
guests. The house of the religious leader formed 
an asylum, and certain towns, notably the Creek 
Kusa, were veritable ‘ cities of refuge,’ such a city 
being ‘ a place of safety for those who kill un- 
designedly’ (Adair, pp. 112, 169). 

Shamans underwent an initiation of sweating 
and taking emetics before and during the husk 
and other festivals, as well as in time of war, 
abstention from various foods and from sexual 
intercourse was required ; menstruous women were 
obliged to retire to small huts constructed specially 
for them ; and a widow was compelled to remain 
single for four years (three, among the Chickasaw), 
unless she could induce the eldest^ brother of her 
deceased husband to have relations uith her. 
Among food-tabus particular interest attaches to 
that by which the Alibamu, after a white man had 
eaten, threw away all the food that he had left 
and washed everything that he had used. 

The religions centre to which reference has 
already been made contained various figures, those 
among the Bnyogoula, e.g., being the bear, wolf, 
opossum, and birds (cf. also Adair, pp. 30-3'2), 
while the Mobile possessed clay images of men, 
women, and animals. Among the Muskhogeans, 
moreover, fire was sacred, and the flame kmdled 
at the hush might not be extinguished until the 
following husk, when it must be put out as being 
no longer ritually clean. 

Information regarding the Muskhogean morality 
is scarcely sufficient to afibrd a basis for judgment. 


1 Among these special mention should be made of five copper 

and two brass plates preserved at Tukabatohi and still in exist- 
ence, though, according to tradition, they had formerly been 
more numerous. From the account given bv William Bolsover 
(in Adair, p. 178 f.) it would appear that at least some of them 
are of European origin, two even bearing the stamp S. (see 
further, UAJ ii. 194). ' 

2 Initiation may also be implied in the Alibamu usage of 

cansmg the children of both sexes to pass in procession at one 
of their festivals, and to be so severely fiogged as to draw blood 
after -which they were required to listen to an address by one 
of their elders, ^ 
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Among some tribes marriage is said to Lave been 
only for a year, though it was normally renewed 
if children were bom, one of the signs of such 
renewal being the annual hoeing of the wife’s 
maize-field by her husband’s relatives. 

* It was formerly reckoned adultery, if a man took a pitcher 
of water o£f a married woman’s head, and drank of it. But 
their law said, if he was a few steps apart, and she at his re- 
quest set it down, and retired a little way off, be might then 
drink without exposing her to any danger ' (Adair, p. 143). 

Tor the first crime of adultery the man was 
flogged and had his ears cropped, and the woman’s 
hair was shorn ; for the second oftence the noses 
and upper lips were cut oiF; for the third death 
was the penalty. The Cherokee had, in virtue of 
their extreme matriarchal system, no punishment 
for the_ adulteress, although in very flagrant cases 
they, like the Choctaw, submitted the woman to 
the fate recorded in Jg 19“. After a man’s wife 
had proved false to him, he was forbidden to sus- 
tain further marital relations ivith her. 

_ The burial customs of the Muskhogeans varied in 
different tribes. The Chickasaw and Creek interred 
the dead beneath his house. Among the Choctaw 
the corpse was placed upon a scaffold near the 
house, where it remained three moons. At the be- 
ginning of the fourth, it was dismembered, and the 
bones, after being denuded of flesh, were put in a 
chest and laid in the ‘bone-house’ — a covered 
scaffold with open ends. Each clan had its oivn 
bone-house, and it was held to be unlawful to 
mingle bones of strangers with those of kinsmen. 
Over one of these mortuaries Adair (p. 183) saw 
‘the carved image of a dove, with its wings 
stretched out, audits head inclining down.’ ^ It was 
also customary, when passing the spot where a dis- 
tinguished warrior had been kUled, to cast a stone 
there. 

Like so many other American Indian peoples, 
the Muskhogeans burned alive captives of war, so 
that the Yuchi even called the Creek K6pa (‘man- 
burners ’ [A. S. Gatschet, quoted in jB'AI i. 365]), 
and they also practised ceremonial cannibalism, 
especially eating the heart of their enemy. 

According to the general Muskhogean tradition, 
their original home was west of the Mississippi, 
roughly localized around the Upper Ked River, 
Arkansas ; but the Kasihta believed themselves to 
be descended from the sun {HAI i. 661). _ Lin- 
guistically it is interesting to note that the Hitchiti 
and Creek had an archaic dialect knoivn as 
‘ woman’s talk ’ (i6. i. 551 ; cf. also i. 759). 

litiERATCRB. — Summarized accounts ore given in such works 
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tion . . . of the Tnd. Tribes of the IT.S., Philadelphia, 1851-57 ; 
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la Louisiane, do. 1758 ; D. Coxe. Hescrip. of the Eng. Province 
of Carolana, London, 1741; W. Bartram, Travels through 
N. and S. Carolina, etc., Philadelphia, 1791 ; T. S. Woodward, 
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1 It this is correct— and there seems to be no reason to doubt 

it we have here an American instance of the belief in the dove 

as a death-bird, for which see O. Schrader, Spraehvergleichung 
und Urgesch.\ Jena, 1907, ii. 141 f.; A. C. Kruijt, ERE vii. 
24S^ ; N. W. Thomas, ib. i. 625\ I 


MUSPILLI. — Mtispilli, a Teutonic word that 
has given rise to much debate, occurs in an O.H.G, 
poem of the 9th cent, relating to the end of the 
world, and in the O.Sax. Heliand. In the former 
we read that at the last day it is impossible for 
one relative to help another before the mitspille ; in 
the latter (v. 4358), that mudspilli comes like a 
thief in the dark night, and that at the end of the 
world its power passes over mankind (v. 2591). In 
both sources the word means the ‘ day of the sons ’ 
— the end of the world. It appears also in the 
Norse myth of Kagnarok, and would seem to have 
been brought to Iceland from Germany. In the 
Eddie songs the sons of Muspell are mentioned as 
adversaries of the gods { Voluspd, 61 ; LolMscnna, 
42), and Snorri, on the basis of this text, tells of a 
realm of fire called Muspellsheimr, and governed 
bySurtr, the king of fire {Gylfaginning, K. 4ff.). 
The northern sources, however, make no reference 
to Muspell as the father of these sons or the lord of 
that world. 

Scholars are far from unanimous as regards the 
origin and literal meaning of mtispilli. Some (e.g., 
Grimm, Mullenholi’, Kogel, Martin, Kauflmann, 
von Grienbei-ger, Braune) regard the word as 
having originated in Teutonic heathenism, while 
others (e. < 7 ., Bugge, Golther, Better, Dorff, Hagen, 
Mogk, Oirik, Grau, Sperber) take it to be a Teu- 
tonic Christian term which first appeared in 
Germany under the influence of Western Christian 
literature, and passed thence to the north. Simi- 
larly, there is great difference of opinion as to the 
interpretation of the word. Those who take the 
former view connect the second element with 
O.H.G. spilden, O.N. spilla, ‘destroy,’ ‘annihi- 
late,’ and the first with mU-, ‘earth’ (Kogel), 
or ■with mud-, ‘sward,’ ‘turf’ (Martin), ormuza-, 
‘heap of earth’ (von Grienberger), so explaining 
the word as meaning ‘earth-destroyer,’ and as a 
poetic expression for fire. Most of those who 
argue for the Christian origin of the term trace in 
its first component the M.H.G. Mund, ‘mouth,’ in 
its second the O.H.G. spel, ‘ utterance,’ ‘ word,’ and 
explain it variously as ‘oral announcement,’ ‘pro- 
(Better), ‘oral decision,’ ‘judgment,’ 


‘Last Judgment’ (Borfl), or as oris-eloquium, 
‘oracle’ (Hagen). Sperber would trace the word 
to a conjectural A.S. compound, mudes-bill, 
‘mouth-sword,’ and sees in this a poetic figure 
for ‘sentence at the Last Judgment.’ Finally, 
Bugge connects the first element with Lat. mundus, 
‘world,’ and interprets the whole as ‘ discourse re- 
garding the world^send,’ ‘what is announced about 
the end of the world.’ What we actually know of 
the word muspilli is that it is found only in con- 
nexion with ideas relating to the end of the world, 
and that it occurs only in poetic works either based 
upon or influenced by Western Christian literature. 
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tiquity and the practices of modem savacery there 
is complete evidence of mutilation of the human 
body as a definite part of the ritual, the ceremony, 
or the action in which it takes place, and the only 
q^uestion which needs close attention is the relation- 
mip between religious rite and savage practice. 

Examples of both rite and practice must be the 
starting-point, and it will bo found that there is 
no clear line of separation by peoples, race, or in 
stages of civilization between religious rite and 
savage practice. Thus in Hebrew history the 
mutilation of Abraham is the beginning of a 
religious rite which has continued through all 
subsequent periods (Gn 17) ; the blood-letting of 
the fourscore men who came from Shechem, Shuoh, 
and Samaria was an offering to propitiate Jahweh 
(Jer 41') ; the marking by a burnt or incised sign 
was an indication of adherence to a centre of 
worship (Dt 32', Rev 7^' 13’). These are all 
religious rites ; and side by side with them are 
practices which may properly bo termed savage. 
The story of Nahash the Ammonite oflering to 
make a covenant with the men of Jabesh ‘ that I 
may thrust out all your right eyes’ (1 S 11) ; the 
ursuit of Adoni-bezek the Canaanite, and after 
is capture the cutting off of his thumbs and great 
toes (Jg 1"-) ; the punishment by the loss of a 
hand (Dt 25”''); “■”<1 W'o remarkable demand of 
Saul carried out by David for trophies of the 
Philistines (1 S 18”) are all practices of ordinary 
life unconnected with ritual or religions. Herbert 
Spencer, who has examined these rites and practices 
so carefully,^ would reduce both classes to a common 
denominator by the theory that the practices were 
for the purposes of securing and indicating the 
marks of subjugation of the conquered to his con- 
queror, the slave to his master, and that they were 
repeated os religious rites for the same reason — 
the subjugation of the worshipper to the god. 

The ditlioulty of accepting this conclusion from 
evidence is that both rite and practice run in 
parallels, not in layers, or, if there is any evidence 
in the priority of record, it is, as in the case of the 
Hebrews, in favour of the religious rite having 
preceded tlie practice. Spencer’s examples from 
savage life deal with rulers deified after death, 
survivals as sacred custom, practices which have a 
sacramental nature, and ceremonies performed by 
priests (p. 59) ; and it is difficult to establish from 
these the priority of practice over the ritual of 
religion. In the religions of Greece and Rome the 
relative positions of the two are equally indeter- 
minate. If the reign of Constantine V. in the 8th 
cent. ‘ was a long butchery of whatever was most 
noble, or holy, or innocent, in his empire,’ and 
included the ollering of a trophy of noses from his 
mutilated enemies,’’ it may be that such barbarism 
is an inheritance from one of the destroyers of 
Rome; but in the ancient religions there are 
mutilation rites which, though perhaps adopted 
from aboriginal religions, were definitely incorpor- 
ated in Greek and Roman religions. At the 
annual festival of the Phrygian goddess, Agdestis, 
young men made themselves eunuchs, and L. R. 
Farnell thinks that the rites of this cult may 
belong to the various stocks of Asia Minor who 
had been nursed in the older religion.® There is 
no trace of such an origin in the Roman stories of 
Attis by Catullus'* and by Arnobius,' and it is 
difficult to believe that the charge brought against 
the' Romans by Amobius was not a generally 
accepted part of their religious cult. A long note 

1 Ceremonial Institutions {Principles of Sociology, pt. iv.), 
London, 1879, pp. 62-80. 

2 E. Gibbon, beeline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ed. 
J. B. Bury, London, 1901-00, v. 180. 

3 CeS ui. 306. 

4 ‘ Devolvit ilia acuta oibl pondera Bilice ’ {Cam. Iviii. 6). 

3 ado, Genfes, V. 6 I. - ■ 


by J. G. Frazer on the small mound of earth 
surmounted by a finger made of stone which 
Pausanias describes as existing on the road from 
Megalopolis to Messene, and identifies with the 
story of Orestes biting off the finger of one of his 
hands, establishes the fact of mutilation of the 
fingers by various peoples, and concludes that ‘ a 
practice so wide spread ’ may well have ‘ left its 
trace in the legend about Orestes.’ ® One further 
point is to be made from the fact that religious 
mutilations are'personal and voluntary in contra- 
distinction to savage practice, where mutilations 
are imposed by compulsion upon conquered enemies 
or enslaved peoples or persons. This contrast is 
illustrated by two independent pieces of evidence. 
Arnobius® relates that the daughter of a Gallus 
out off' her breasts out of devotion to Aphrodite 
the mother. A curious passage in the Old Irish 
Treatise on the Law of Aaamnan* says that before 
Adamnan’s time ‘ it was the head of a woman or her 
two breasts which were taken as trophies.’ The 
trophy and the sacrifice in those t'wo cases do not 
seem to belong to tlie same plane of thought, and 
yet they belong to the same range of civilization. 

Spencer® finally produces a most fascinating 
argument in proof of his proposition that mutila- 
tions develop from savage practice into religious 
ritual, nameVj that it would follow that ‘some 
connexion must exist between the extent to which 
they are carried and the social type, and he then 
groups the facts presented by fifty-two peoples. 

• Of peoples who form simple societies ’ they practise mutila- 
tion citlier not at all or in elight forms. ‘ Of societies practising 
mutilations that are moderate, the simple bear a decreased 
ratio to the compound,’ while among ‘societies distinguished 
by severer mutilations ’ these relations are reversed. 

The argument would be unanswerable if the 
examples were complete, but it leaves untouched 
the complex problem preserved by the religions 
and practices of antiquity. Only if the gods of 
men are in all cases a development of the oppres- 
sions and tyrannies of one class over another, one 
dominant personality over the group, can Spencer’s 
simple theory be accepted. As it is, it appears 
that there are two streams along which mutilations 
have travelled, no doubt reacting upon each other, 
but independent in origin. This conclusion is 
quite in keeping with the accumulating evidence 
tliat early rmigions owed much of their ritual to 
the practical necessities of life, in which they 
largmy took the place of both political and police 
control in the societies to which they belonged. 

A list of the several lands of mutilations adopted 
is not a cheerful contribution to the subject, but it 
is nevertheless well to have them in this form for 
purposes of reference. It can easily be compiled 
from Herbert Spencer’s researches already so 
extensively used in this article. It includes tails 
of hair, scalps, eyes, fingers, hands, thumbs, great 
toes, noses, ears, lips, jaws, teeth, hair, castration, 
circumcision, blood, cuts, and lacerations. 

See also AUSTERITIES, g 8. 

Litekature.— T his has been cited throughout the article. 

Laurence Gomme. 

MYCEN.(EANS.— See ASgean Religion. 

MYRMIDONS. — The name of the Myrmidons 
is familiar as belonging to the Thessalian follotvers 
of Achilles at the siege of Troy (Horn. 11. ii. 684). 
ALschylus wrote a tragedy entitled Myrmidons, 
which seems to have contained the death of Pa- 
troclus as its principal incident (A. Nauck, Tragi- 
corum Graicomim Fragmentar, Leipzig, ,1889, p. 
42), and the title, if not the plot, was appropriated 
by Accius. According to one account, they com- 

1 vni. xxxiv. 

2 Frazer, Pausanias, London, 1898, iv. 857. 

3 adv. denies, v. 7. 

4 Ed. and tr. Kuno Meyer, Oxford, 1905, p. 8. 

3 P. 79. . 
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prised all who had ahandoned uEgina in com- 
pany -with Pelena when he emigrated to Phthia 
from his ori^al home (Strabo, p. 433). It was 
generally believed in antiquity that their name 
WM derived from myrmex ‘ an ant. ’ Their 

origin was accounted for in various ways. It was 
said that Myrmidon, the eponymous ancestor of 
the clan, whose name appears more than once in 
the heroic genealogies (Hellanicus, frag. 17; Apoll. 
Ehod. i. 55), was begotten by Zeus, after he had 
assumed the form of an ant in his intercourse with 
Eurymedusa, the daughter of Cleitor (Clem. Alex. 
Protrept. ii. 39, p. 34 P.). That is, of course, a 
story of a very common ty^, but there is another 
more Mnerally attested. Hesiod (fr^. 76) related 
that ^acus, the son of Zeus and jEgina, whose 
name was riven to the island previously known as 
CEnone, -ndien he was grown to man’s estate, 
chafed at the loneliness of his home ; and that 
Zeus accordingly transformed all the ants in the 
island into men and women. In consequence of 
their origin, they came to he know as Myrmidons 
(Hygin. Fah. 52 ; Lucian, Icarom. 19 ; Nonn. 
Dionys, xiii. 206 ff.). It is natural to infer from 
Hesiod’s language that .^Erina was removed by 
Zeus to the shores of an island which was previously 
uninhabited. But in other authorities (Strabo, p. 
376; Ov. Met, vii. 520-660; Hygin. loc. cit.) the 
legend of the transformation, which is described by 
Ovid with a wealth of rhetorical detail, appears in a 
different setting. The cause of the desolation of 
ZEgina is ascribed to the jealous malignity of Hera, 
who -wreaked her vengeance upon the island called 
after her rival by destroying its inhabitants with a 
pestilence. Then Zeus answered the prayer of 
Alacus, who begged for a new population, by 
bringing the Myrmidons into existence. Accord- 
ing to others, the transformation took place in 
Thessaly and at the bidding of Peleus (Lycophr. 
176). Strabo has preserved a euheraeristic vari- 
ant (p. 375), according to which the Myrmidons 
were so called from their ant-like method of life ; 
for they were said to have excavated the ground in 
order to cover the rocks with soil fitted for agri- 
culture, and to have dwelt in their underground 
workings to avoid the need of bricks. 

If we allow that the derivation of the name is 
well founded, the legendary evidence justifies the 
conclusion that the ant was a sacred animal in 
Thessaly, or in .dJgina, or in both. But the 
ultimate explanation of its sanctity is still to 
seek. The adoration of an animal from which 
descent is claimed, as in this case through Myrmi- 
don, was formerly held to be ‘an exanmle of 
strai^tforward totemism ’ (A. Lang, Myth, Bitual, 
and Beligion, London, 1899, ii. 197), and an exact 
parallel was discovered in the Incra stock or clan 
of ants among the Ashantees of W. Africa {ib. 
i. 69). Similar instances of the connexion of an 
animal with a god, or of an animal identified with 
the founder of a clan, were claimed as establishing 
that totemism was once prevalent in Greece (ih. 
i. 267 ; W. Kobertson Smith, in EBi^ xxi. 135). 
But most of them are capable of other and simpler 
explanations, such as the desire to propitiate and 
so to avert an agricultural pest in the case of 
the mouse-Apollo (W. Warde Fowler, in GIB vi. 
[1892] 413) and the fox-Dionysus (W. Kidgeway, 
t6. X. [1896] 21) ; and, since the existence of totem- 
ism is unproved for any Aryan race (J. G. Frazer, 
GJB^, pt. v.. Spirits of the Com and of the Wild, 
London, 1912, ii. 4, Totemism and Exogamy, do. 
1910, iv. 12), it is now admitted, even by those who 
formerly advocated this solution, that it is un- 
certain whether a survival of totemism is to he 
recognized in Greek post-Homerio legends of 
animal descent (A._ Lang, in EBP'^ xxvii. 90). 
Other inferences which have been dra-wn from the 


legend of the Myrmidons are equally insecure. 
Thus, -u'hereas one investigator regards it as the 
expression of a belief that the ruling family was 
of separate origin from the masses (0. Gruppe, 
Griechische Mythologie, Munich, 1906, p. 441), 
another holds that it was invented to prove the 
autochthonous origin of the iEacids (K. Tumpel, 
in Rosoher, ii. 3313). It has also been suggested 
that the story of the Myrmidons retains a trace of 
the_ Oriental belief in ants as protectors of hidden 
springs of water, on the ground that the legend 
of ZEacus is to be interpreted in the light of the 
magical incantations used by rain-makers (Gruppe, 
p. 801 ; Tumpel, in Rosoher, ii. 3314), and m is 
possible that the story of the ant-origin was a piece 
of popular etymology invented to account for the 
currency of the name (Lang, Myth, ii. 196). In 
that case, while we should have to look elsewhere 
for an explanation of the word, the folk-story 
would still continue to challenge investigation. 

It should be added that the derivation of the 
name M 5 frmidon is not universally accepted. 

Literature. — The chief nuthorities have been mentioned 
throughout. The fullest collection of the faote is in K. 
Tumpel, art. ‘ Myrmidon,’ in Roscher, ii. 3312-3314. 

A. C. Pearson. 

MYSORE STATE. — i. Description. — Mysore 
is one of the principal native States in India, 
about the size of Scotland. It is situated in the 
south, on an elevated plateau, rising from about 
2000 ft. above sea level along the northern and 
southern frontiers to about 3000 in the central 
parts, broken up longitudinally by lofty ridges of 
rocky hills. The surface is studded ivith many 
steep and isolated peaks, called droogs (Skr. 
durga), often crowned with the remains of old 
fortifications. The form of the country is that 
of a triangle, with apex to the south, where the 
mountain-ranges of the Western and Eastern 
Ghats, which form its sides, converge in the tower- 
ing mass of the NUgiris. Its chief river is the 
sacred Kaveri (the Xd^ypos of Ptolemy, vn. i. 13), 
whose upper basin occupies all the south. _ Running 
from west to east and receiving many tributaries, 
it encloses in its course the island of Seringapatam 
(Srirangapatna), and passes out of the State to the 
low country in the Niarara-like Kaveri Falls at 
the island of Sivasamudram, the site of the first 
electric power installation in India. The north is 
drained by the Tungahhadra, which flows across 
the north-west into the river Krishna, beyond the 
limits of the State, receiving on its way its chief 
tributary in Mysore, the Haggari or Vedavati. 
In the east is a system of three rivers rising near 
Nandidroog — the Penner, the Palar, and the 
Ponniar, which find their way to the Bay of 
Bengal. In the extreme north-west the Sbaravati 
hurls itself dorni the Ghats towards the Arabian 
Sea in the Gersoppa Falls, with a leap of 832 feet. 

The western portion of the State, called the 
Malnad or Malenad, the hill country, is a highland 
region of noble mountains and mighty forests, 
filled -with the most diversified and picturesque 
scenery. The remaining and much the larger por- 
tion is kno'\vn as the Maidan or Bayal-shime, the 
plain or champaign country. In its northern parts 
are open valleys of black soil, growing cotton 
or millets; in the south and west are extensive 
tracts irrigated by channels drarvn from rivers, 
covered -with plantations of sugar-cane and fields 
of rice, with gardens of coco-nut and areca palms. 
The high-lying lands of red soil in the east are 
cultivated with rdgi and other grain crops depen- 
dent on the rains, while in the central parts are 
stony and wide-spreading pasture grounds, covered 
■with coarse grass and dotted with groves of trees. 

A distinguishing feature of the country is the 
series or chains or reservoirs, called tanks (Kan. 
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’kere), formed by embanldn" at every favourable 
point the streams which gather from the hill-sides 
or higher slopes, in such a way that the outflow 
from one at a higher level supplies the next lower, 
and so on all down the course of the stream at a 
few miles apart. They vary in size from small 
ponds to extensive lakes, miles in circumference ; 
and their number is not less than 30,000. Bounti- 
ful rain causes them to show up ns smiling mirrors 
all over the landscape when viewed from a height. 
But in failure of the rains they often dry up, umile 
in great floods many sufler damage from the burst- 
ing of the embankments, or ounds. Equally 
notable are the irrigation channels drawn from 
rivers, especially in the south. Immense dams, 
called anicuts (Kan. anekatfe], built across the 
river, retain the upper waters at a high level and 
permit only the overflow to pass down stream. 
The channels, or kSlvcs, taken off from these dams 
are led over the country on cither bank, wnding 
round all the contour of the ground as far as the 
waters will flow. The total length of the channels 
amounts to over 1200 miles. Tliey, as well as the 
tanks, are mostly works constructed by the old 
rulers, but have been improved by modem engi- 
neering science. 

The importtmee of provisions for storing the 
water will be recognized when it is stated that the 
annual average rainfall ranges from over 360 ins. 
on the crest of the ‘Western Ghats to as little as 
19 ins. in the north centre. But these are ex- 
tremes experienced only in limited areas. The 
excessive rains of the Malnp.d rapidly diminish 
eastwards, and from 20 to 37 ins. may be taken as 
the annual average for the greater part of the 
State. The heaviest rain falls in the evergreen 
belt of forest, the next in the belt of deciduous 
forest, and the least rainy parts are those in the 
dry belt. 

The area of the State is 29,476 sq. miles, whieh 
includes that of the civil and militaiy station of 
Bangalore, 135 miles, an ‘assigned tract,’ 
under British administration. The population, 
by the census of 1911, numbered 6,806,193, of whom 
2,934,621 were males and 2,871,672 females. The 
mean density of population was 197 per sq. mile, 
but the south and east are more thickly populated 
than the west and north. The two principal places 
in the State are Bangalore, the administrative 
capital and seat of the British cantonment (popula- 
tion 189,485), and Mysore, the djmastic capital 
and residence of the Mah5riiia (population 71,306). 
To these may be added the Kolar gold fields 
(population 48,635). 

2 , History. — In its history, which has now been 
brought pretty fully to light by a study of the vast 
array of its inscriptions,* the State has passed 
through many vicissitudes. The earliest period to 
which this can be traced with certainty is the 
time of the Maurya emperor Afioka (3rd cent. 
B.C.). His edicts have been discovered incised on 
rooky hills in three places in the north — evidence 
that it was included in his empire. Many Bud- 
dhist coins of the first centuries have also been 
found to the ivest of Chitaldroog. The south 
there is reason to identify _ with the Mahisa- 
mandala to which Buddhist missionaries were sent 
in his time, as well as to the neighbouring "Vana- 
yasa or Banavasi country on the north-west. But 
even previous to this liis grandfather Chandra- 
gupta (the Sandrakottos of the Greek historians), 
contemporary with Alexander the Great, had, 
according to Jain traditions, abdicated the throne 
and accom^panied the great Jain teacher, Bhadra- 
bahu the Srutakevali, on the migration which he 

I Published, with text and trr., in Epigraphia Camatica, 12 
TOls., Bangalore, 1886-1905, ot which L. Kice, ilyeore and Coorg 
from the Ineeripticnis (London, 1909), is a compendium. 
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led from the north of India to the south in order 
to escape the twelve years’ famine which he had 
predicted. On arriving at Sravana Belgola in 
Mysore, Blmdrabaliu felt that his end was near. 
Ho therefore sent the Jain sahgha v/ho had accom- 
panied him on to Piinnata in the south-west of 
Mysore, under Vi^akha. He himself remained at 
Sravana Belgola and died there on the Kalbappu 
hUl, now colled Chandragiri, attended in his last 
moments by a single disciple, none other than 
Chandragupta, who also died there later as an 
ascetic. 

To the Mauryas succeeded the Andhras or Sata- 
valian^ in the north. The latter name took the 
form SflUvahana, after whom an era, long known 
s the 6aka-killa, but eventually and stUl as the 
alivjihana-^aka, dating from A.D. 78, was estab- 
lished. The north of Mysoru has even in modem 
times been designated the Salivahana country. 
The kings of the dynasty generally bore the name 
Satakarni. On their disappearance in the 2nd 
cent., the greater part of Mysore was taken posses- 
sion of by the Gangas, a royal line of Jains from 
the north of India. They may be connected with 
the Gangaridie, described by Roman authors as 
among the principal subjects of Chandragupta in 
the Ganges valley. The Gangas ruled over Mysore 
for 800 years, and from them it acquired the name 
of GangavSdi, the subjects of which are still repre- 
sented by the Gangadikaras, the principal agri- 
cultural class of the State, their name being a 
contraction of Gangavndikara. The Ganga capital 
was at first ICuvalma, or Koval5la (Kolar), but in 
the 3rd cent, was removed to Talak&d on the 
KSvSri, in the south-east of Mysore. In the north- 
west arose the Kadambas, a Br&hman family, who 
were kings over the BanavSsi country till the 
6th centuiy. In the north-east the Pallavas of 
Kfinchi, of Parthian origin, were the overlords, 
the actual rulers being the Mahavalis, or Banos. 
After the Pallavas were overthrown, they con- 
tinned to be represented in Mysore by the Nonam- 
bas or Nolambas, whose territory was_ knoum as 
Nonambavfidi or Nolambavadi. Their subjects 
survive in the existing Nonabas. 

The Chalukyas (iriiose name suggests a con- 
nexion with Seleukeia), claiming to come from 
Ayodhya, appeared in the Deccan in the 4th century. 
At the end of the 6th cent. they subdued the 
Kadambas, and, having established themselves at 
VatSpi (Bad&mi in the Bijopur District), entered 
upon prolonged struggles with the Pallavas. The 
Satyasraya, or Western, Chalukyas long domin- 
ated the north of Mysore, where Belgami was 
their seat of government. But from the latter 
half of the 8th cent, there was a check to their 
power for 200 years from the Rashtraku^, or 
Kattas (progenitors of the Mahrattas of the 
Bombay country), whom they had on their advent 
overcome. The RashtrakuUis seized the Ganga 
kingdom of Mysore, and appointed their oivn 
viceroys to govern it. But before long they rein- 
stated the king, in conjunction with the Pallavas. 
The Western Ch&luky as again secured the ascen- 
dancy in 973, and held it for 200 years more. 
They were then ousted by their general, who was 
a Jain and of the Kalachurya family. 

But the Cholas from the Tamil country in the 
south had, in their career of conquest, overturned 
the Ganga power in 1004 and held possession of 
the south and east of the State till 1116. Tlie 
Hoysalas, a Jain family from the hill country in 
the west, then expelled them and- became rulers 
of the whole of Mysore and beyond, up to tlie 
Krislma river, till overwhelmed by the Muslim 
invasions from the north in the 14th centurj-. 
They had previously acquired possession of tlie 
Ciiola country to the south, but were exposed to 
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attacks on the north-west from their rivals, the 
Sennas, or Yadavas, of Devagiri. 

The_ Hindu empire of Vijayanagar was now 
established, and continued till 1664, although the 
capital was destroyed a century before. It was the 
overlord of all the southern kingdoms, including 
Mysore. But, after its power was broken in 1565, 
the Sultans of Bijapur, with the aid of Mahratta 
forces, held the north and east, while in the south 
rose to ind^endence the Mysore royal house of 
Wodeyars. Except during the Muhammadan usur- 
mtion of Haidar 'All and Tipu Sulten (1761-99), 
from which they were released by the British, they 
have held the sovereimty till now. But, owing to 
the deposition of the Raja for misrule, the country 
was under British administration for 50 years till 
1881. 

3 . Name. — The name of the State, properly 
Maishru, is that of the capital, and may he ex- 
plained as meanin" ‘ buffalo-town.’ The Sanskrit 
mahisTia, ‘buffalo, becomes maisa in Kannada, 
and is the Kannada for ‘town’ or ‘country.’ 
It derives its origin from the legend of the destruc- 
tion of Mahishasura, a minotaur or buffalo-headed 
monster, by Chamundi or Mahishasura-mardini, 
the form under which the consort of Siva is 
worshipped as the tutelary goddess of the ruling 
family. The name may he traced in the Mahisha- 
mandala, or Buffalo country, of Asoka’s time (3rd 
cent. B.C.). A possible ground for the appellation 
may he found in the fact that huffalo-worsnip was, 
and remains, a special cult of the Todas of the 
Nilgiris, the southern part of Mysore. The 
language of this interesting mimeval tribe is that 
of Mysore in the old form. The earliest mention 
of them so far discovered is in a Mysore inscrip- 
tion of 1117, but they must have been settled there 
for ages before. They have orders of priests con- 
secrated to the service of the buffalo ; their temples 
are dairies where buffalo-milk is the holiest offer- 
ing, and where the bell worn by the buffalo-cow is 
the most sacred symbol. Their affinity to hill 
tribes in Mysore is attested by the fact that their 
pSfaZ, or priests, who are chosen only from the 
Paiki, or highest clan, describe themselves as Der 
Mokh, i.e. jDevara makkalu, or ‘God’s children,’ 
which is also the case with the mande and grama 
patels in Manjarabad. Then there are the well- 
known Hale Paiki in the Nagar Malnad. The 
mand of the Todas corresponds to the mdndu of 
Coorg and the mande of Manjarabad. The buffalo 
is a sacrificial animal among the lower orders 
throughout the south of India, and is periodically 
slaughtered with special rites in the groves or 
before the shrines of the grama-devatd, or viUage- 
goddesses. 

4 . Animism. — The worship of these deities givM 
expression to pre-animistic and hylozoist or ani- 
mistic beliefs that probably had their origin in 
remote ages, long before any organized systems of 
religion. But they retain their hold on the multi- 
tude of the submerged, who are too low in the 
scale of humanity to count upon interest on the 
part of the great gods. Thus serpents and trees, 
or other objects, which are closer at hand and 
invested with mystery, are propitiated, with a view 
to good gifts and the warding off of portentous 
evils. The serpent venerated is the naga, or 
deadly cobra, and its worshippers, c^led Nagas, 
were a widely spread race in pre-historic times. 
Many minor royal families in the west claim to 
be of N&ga descent. Effigies of the cobra are set 
up to this day at the entrance of most villages or 
towns for the adoration of the public, and cere- 
monial offerings are made to the living cobra. Few 
natives will consent to kill one, and the body of 
one that has been killed is solemnly cremated. A 
cobra often takes up its abode in a deserted ant- 


hill, which becomes its shrine. To embrace this 
was a recognized mode of taking sanctuary. 

The sculptured images of serpents mentioned above generally 
consist of three slabs erected in a row, facing the rising sun, on 
a raised platform. The first bears the figure of a male cobra, 
with one or more heads of an odd number up to seven ; the 
middle one_ shows the form of a woman from the waist upwards, 
crowned with a tiara, in the upper half, ending in a serpent in 
the lower half, sometimes holding a young serpent under each 
arm ; the third slab has two serpents intertwined in congress, 
as in the iEscnlapian rod or the caiuceus of Mercury, with 
sometimes a liiiga engraved between them. The stones are 
worshipped by ciroumambulation, chiefly by women, with a 
view to obtaining offspring. 

The grdma-devatd, or village-goddess, is famili- 
arly spoken of as Ajmma, the mother, or in the 
honorific plural Ammanavaru, which is the Amnor 
of the Todas. Maramma or Mariamma is perhaps 
the commonest, and most villages have a Mari- 
gndi ; but she sometimes bears various local names 
combined with amma. Though euphemistically 
styled ‘mother,’ she is more feared lest her vvrath 
should be aroused than loved as a tender protector. 
In some respects she seems to correspond to Durga, 
or Kali, also called Chamundi, and is explained as 
one of the furies attendant on that goddess. She 
reminds one of the demon of love, anger, evil, and 
death, called Mara, who opposed Buddha and the 
spread of his religion. 

The class of deities known as bhuta, demon 
spirits, or the occult powers of nature, are wor- 
shipped under the form of a few naturally rounded 
stones placed together either under a tree or in a 
small snrine, and smeared with oil and turmeric. 
Charms to avert the evil eye, engraved on stones, 
called yantra kallu, are often erected at the 
entrance of villages. Similar ones on medals or 
metal plates are hung round the necks or waists 
of children. 

5 . Jainism. — The adoption of primitive animistic 
beliefs into Jainism is regarded as one evidence of 
its anti(}uity. The view now held is that it did 
not originate with MahSvira or Vardhamana, but 
some centuries earlier, the 8th B.C., with ParSva or 
ParSvanatha, the Tirthankara who preceded him. 
For the Nirgranthas mentioned in the early records 
of Buddhism were followers of ParSva, But MahS- 
vira was a reformer, who promoted Jainism and 
introduced new features into it. He lived a little 
before Buddha, but they were for some time con- 
temporary, Mahavira had three personal disciples 
who succeeded him as teachers and were styled 
Kevalis. The next succession of Jain teachers 
after them were the five Srutakevalis. Of these 
the last was Bhadrabahu. He it was under whose 
influence Chandragupta became an ascetic and 
journeyed in his company to the south, where both 
died at 6ravana Belgola in Mysore, in the circum- 
stances related above. The story is met with in 
ancient records, and is repeated down to modem 
times. It is also supported by local memorials of 
antiquity at 6ravana Belgola and Seringapatam, 
in which the summit of the hill on which they died 
at the former place is described as consecrated by 
the footprints of the inseparable pair {yugma) 
Bhadrabahu and Chandragupta. 

Jainism no doubt already existed at that time 
in Mysore and other parts of S. India. Though 
its antiquity and its priority to Buddhism are now 
generally known, and it was freely distributed in 
upper India, it is singular that the first discovery 
by Europeans of, the Jains as a sect should have 
been made in Mysore, and that not till so late as 
the beginning of the 19th century. The discovery 
was due to Colonel Colin Mackenzie, who at that 
period made the survey of Mysore. It is thus only 
in recent years that the Jains have received special 
attention and the distinction between them and 
Buddhists, of whom they had been considered an 
oflshoot, has been established. Their creed is called 
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the Jina-Sasana, a leading doctrine of which is the 
^advSda. The Bhavyas is another name for the 
Jains in inscriptions. 

There are two divisions of the Jains — the Dig- 
ambara (sicy-clad or nude) and the Svetambara 
(white-clad). Those in Mysore belong to the 
former, and there is reason to believe that the 
separation took place when BhadrabJihu forsook 
the north for the south. They are composed of 
yatis, or clerics, and Sravakas, or laity. Only the 
former now discard clothing and that only at 
meals ; at other times they are covered with a 
yellow robe, becoming Pitambara. The Jain 
images of the Tirthankaras, many of colossal size, 
are always nude. The priests claim to bo of the 
Sri-Mula-sahgha, which was formed by Arhadbali, 
it is said, into four, namely, the Sena, Nandi, 
Deva, and Simha saiiglias. The sahghas are com- 
posed of ganas, and the ganas of ^achchas. The 
seat of the chief guru, or high pnest, in Mysore 
is at Sravana Belgola, and he claims jurisdiction 
also over the Jains in Delhi, and certain places in 
North and South Kanara. From the beginning of 
the 12th cent, the Sravana Belgola gurus have 
the distinctive title of Chfirukirti PanditSchurya. 
They are of the Kondakundfinvaya, Nahdi-sangna, 
DeSi-gana, and Pustaka-gachcha. They had a sub- 
ordinate establishment at Maleyur, in the south of 
Mysore, which is now closed. Its gurus apparently 
had the name Bhatt&.kalanka Deva. The other 
existing seat of a Jain guru is at Humcha, in the 
Nagar countiy to the west, dating from the 8th 
cent., but it is in a very reduced condition. The 
gurus bore the name Devendrakirti Bhattaraka. 

Jainism enjoyed royal patronage down to the 
12th century. It was greatly promoted by Samanta- 
bhadra in the 2nd cent., and was the State creed 
in the time of the Ganges, of some of the Kishtra- 
katas and Kalachuryas, and the early Hoysalas, 
also of the minor States of Punnata, of the San- 
taras, the early Changalvas, and the Kongalvas. 
But the extinction of the RashtrakQtas in 982, the 
Chola conquests in 1004, the conversion of the 
Hoysala king in 1098, and the assassination of the 
Kalachurya king in 1167 were severe blows to its 
influence. It had been opposed on its religious side 
by the Brahman reformers Kumarilabhatto and 
Sankaraoharya in the 8th century. Sectarian 
bitterness then became pronounced, and at about 
the same period the Jain leader Akalanka is said 
to have overcome the Buddhists in disputation 
before the royal court at Kanohi, in consequence of 
which the latter were banished to Ceylon. On the 
other hand, in 1368, in the reign of Bukka-Raya 
of Vijayanagar, when the Jains or Bhavyas com- 
plained of being persecuted by the Bhaktas, or 
Vaisnavas, the king summoned the leaders of both 
parties before him, and, after full inquiry, took 
the hand of the Jains (as the record OTaphically 

§ nts it) and, holding it in the hand of the v aisnavas, 
ecreed that no diflerences 'could be recognized 
between them, and that each might freely carry on 
their respective religious ceremonies without inter- 
ference. Even before this broader views had been 
spreading among the Jains, for we find Jina de- 
scribed in 1161 as the Universal Spirit who is Siva, 
Dhatri (Brahma), Sugata (Buddha), and Vi^nu, 
while for a generation following there were chief- 
tains who supported all four creeds. 

The Jains were the earliest cultivators of Kan- 
nada, the language of Mysore, and created in it 
an extensive literature of great excellence and 
variety. Their numbers in Slysore were returned 
as 17,630 in the census of 1911, an increase of 28 
per cent in the last decade. But they are not a 
proselytizing sect, and this accession is due to the 
Sadas, a class of Vokkaligas, or cultivators, in the 
central parts, having entered themselves as Jains. 


Such they no doubt were originally,, but at the 
present time only one section worship Jinn, t 
other two sections being worshippers respectively 
of Visnu and Siva. AD cat together, and 
marry, the wife adopting the practice of her 
husband. A few Jains also have migrated from 
the Rajputfinn States. These are 
and are money-lenders or merchants. Most ot tne 
Jains are traders and landlords, some arc workers in 
brass and copper, but few ere farmers. There bus 
been some movement among the Jams of recent 
years in organizing their members and opening 
communications with those in other parts, for 
which there are now so many facUities. 

6. Buddhism. — Buddhism was, of course, the 
official creed in such part of the north of Mywre 
as was included in the Maurya empire in the tune 
of ASoka, the 3rd cent, B.C., towards the cl«»e of 
his life, though he is considered by some to hare 
been a Jain in his earlier days, and was probably 
brought up as one. Be that as it inay, Buddhi^ 
was earried in his reign by missionaries to Mahisha- 
mandala, the south of Mysore, and VanarSsa 
(Bah'avfisi) in the north-west. These countries, 
which were beyond but bordering on the Jlsnp'a 
empire, were thus newly brought into connexion 
with the religion at that time. Thereisnoeridencc 
that it made much progress, but Rhys Darids has 
found mention in early Pali UTitings of Bnddhlst 
scholarship in KarnStako. (Certain references also 
occur in inscription’s. One informs us that a 
Buddhist affixed a challenge to the main door cf 
the palace at Talakad, the Ganga capital, in A.D. 
247, claiming that no disputants would be able to 
stand up against him. But a Brahman took up 
the challenge, and, when the Buddhist denied the 
exktence, of the soul, refuted and overcame Lis, 
making him crouch domi like a vanquished elepbsrt. 
The Bana king in 33S is said to bare been iiie 
Bodhisattva in compassion for dl firing tUzcs- 
A grant to a Buddhist by the Ganga Hrg Mi ibtut 
(357-370) has been obtained, the rite 
apparently near the old religious centre ArzzL in 
Kolar Distric^ and the donation was maii fnr the 
benefit of a vihara. 
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They were sometimes combined under their names 
Hariand Hara. Hindus in 1911 numbered 6.340,908, 
or 92 per cent of the population. 

The common sj^mbol under which 6iva is wor- 
shipped is the lihga, or phallus, a solid, round, 
stumpy pillar, fixed in the centre of a flat circular 
slab representing the yoni, but there is practically 
no_ consciousness of their significance, and the wor- 
ship is free from anything indecorous. Pacing the 
livya is the recumbent bull Nandi, the vehide of 
Siva. But the god is also sculptured in anthropo- 
morphic forms, bearing certain emblems or posing 
in particular attitudes. The spread of Saivism in 
the south seems largely due to a teacher named 
Lakulisa (also written NakuliSa), who can be traced 
to the 1st cent., and was believed to be an incarna- 
tion of Siva. He was born in Karohana (Karvan 
in the Baroda State), and is mentioned in the Vdyu 
and Lihga Ptcrdnas. His system was that of yoga, 
or asceticism, Avhich was followed by the Pasupatas, 
so called from Paiupati, a name of Siva, It was 
known as the Lakula-siddhfinta, Lakulamnaya, 
and Lakulagama. His being sculptured as Siva 
with a club, which is the meaning of his name, 
suggests comparison with Hercules and his club. 
He had four disciples — KuSika, Gargya, Kaurusha, 
and Maitreya — who gave rise to four branches of 
the sect. The Lakvua system was established at 
Mewar in Eajputana and other places in the north. 
In the south tne Pallava kings of Kanchi had the 
bull, or Nandi, as their crest, and the Ichatvdnga, or 
Siva’s club, on their banner. The Mahavaii, or 
Bana, kings in the east of Mysore claimed to have 
made Paramelvara (or Siva)— worshipped by all 
the three worlds, the lord of gods and demons — 
their door-keeper, which probamy means that they 
had erected a notable temple of Siva at the entrance 
of their capital. A Bana queen built the Siva 
temple at jNandi, at the foot of Nandidroog, before 
806, and the Kfilamukhas, adherents of the PftSu- 
pata system, were at that period established on the 
hill and parts around. 

In the 8th cent, arose the great Saiva reformer 
Sankaracharya, who recognized the Pasupatas. 
He was the founder of the Smarta sect, and estab- 
lished his principal or monastery, in the 

west of Mysore, at Sringeri, the head of which is 
styled the jagad-guru, or priest of the world, and 
is widely acknowledged as a pope in the south. 

On the north-east of Mysore we have a record of 
the Nonambas'or Nolambas, who were descendants 
of the Pallavas, dated in 943, which brings to notice 
a munindtha named Chilluka, in whom LakuliSa 
is said to have been bom again, fearing lest his 
name and works should be forgotten. This points 
to a fresh revival of the system after some decline. 
In 1020 a LakuliSa appears at Melpadi in N. Arcot. 
He may be the same as the one to whom a grant 
was made in 1035 at Belgami, in N.'W. Mysore, by 
the Chalukya king Jayasimha, for the Pancha- 
Linga temple, which is described as the Kfilamukhi- 
Brahmachari-sthana. The Kalamukhas (or black 
friars) were exponents of the LakuliSa system, and 
they are explained to be a branch^ of the Sakti- 
parshe, of the Muvarakoneya-santati of the Parva- 
tavaU. At the end of the 11th and during the 
12th cent, there was a wider adoption of the 
Lakulisa system, under the Hoysala kings. The 
principal centres were Dorasamudra (Halebid), 
Arsikere and its neighbourhood, but especially 
Belgami. Here an eminent line of learned 
who were Kalamukhas is mentioned in connexion 
with the Kodiya-matha attached to the DakSina- 
Kedares vara temple. In 1162 it was visited by 
Bijjala, the Kalachnrya king, who was a Jain. 
So impressed was he by the erudition of the high 
priest and the unstinted charities dispensed by the 
institution — food and medicine being given freely 


to all comers — that he added to its endoivments. 
And, among other extensive praises, it is said to 
be a place where commentaries -were made on the 
Lakula-siddhanta, the Pataiijali, and other Yoga 
systems. Towards the close of the 13th cent, we 
are informed, in a record in Tiptur taluq, of appar- 
ently a new Lakula-samaya, which perhaps refers 
to some fresh features introduced into the system. 
At the same date grants ivere made to the Pancha- 
Linga to the west of Chitaldroog. Below the 
Ankli-matha at this spot is a series of subterranean 
caves with special arrangements for yogdsana. 

Though in this form more a philosophic than a 
popular creed, it doubtless had its influence on the 
people in general. But in the middle of the 12th 
cent, took place the revival which resulted in the 
establishment of the Lingayat, Jangama, or Vira- 
Saiva religion. This was a revolt against Br&h- 
nianism, and it still persists as the popular faith 
of the Kannada -speaking people. Basava, the 
prime minister at Kalyana of the Kalachu^a 
king Bijjala, whose sister the king had married, 
was the_ moving spirit of this reformation. He 
[ was an Aradhya Brahman of Bagevadi in Bijapur 
District. He had refused to be invested as usual 
•with the sacred thread, w-hich involved adoration 
of the sun, and had then retired to Sangamesvara, 
where he was initiated in the tenets of the Vira- 
Saiva creed. This, according to one account, was 
ori^nally founded by five sages — Ghantakarna, 
Gajakarna, Renuka, Daruka, and ViSvakarna — 
■who, in the present Kali age, acquired the names 
Ekorama, Panctitarya, Revanasiddha, Marnlasid- 
dha, and Vi^vdiya. Their seats are at Kedarnath 
(in the Himalayas), SriSaila (Kamfll District), 
Balehalli (in W. Mysore), Ujjini (on the Mysore- 
Bellary frontier), and Ka.4i (Benares). Channa- 
Basava, the son of one of Basava’s sisters, is con- 
sidered a joint promoter with bis uncle of the 
Ling^at faith. EkorSma is no doubt identical 
with Ekantada-Eamayya, who, in a record of the 
end of the 12th cent., is related to have signally 
defeated the Jains. He was a Saiva Brahman of 
Alande in Gulbarga District, and settled at _Ablur 
in Dharwar District, where, by means of a miracle, 
he gained his victory, certified by the king Bijjala, 
who was himself a Jain. The epithet before his 
name signifies that he had only ‘one aim,’ the 
worship of Siva. Finding Basava freely spending 
the punlic funds for his religion and putting his 
own adherents into all offices, the king interfered, 
and incontinently ordered two pious Lingayats to 
be blinded. This cost him his life, for he was 
poisoned or assassinated. His son resolved to 
avenge his death, and Basava fled to Ulavi on the 
west coast. It was besieged, and, when the place 
was reduced to extremity, Basava in despair threw 
himself into a well and was drowned. But, ac- 
cording to the Lingayats, he disappeared into the 
Linga at Sangamesvara. 

The new faith, however, rapidly spread, and 
within 60 years after Basava’s death, or by 1228, 
it was embraced from Ulairi, near Goa, to Sholapur, 
and from Balehalli (in Kadflr District) to Siva- 
ganga (Bangalore District), superseding that of the 
Jains, many of whose images and temples were 
adapted for 6iva-worship. Virtually all the States 
in Mysore professed it, especially those in the 
north and west. 

The sthdvara, or fixed lihga, as an object of 
worship in a temple, was by it brought more home 
in the jahgama, or movable lihga, attached to the 
person. This is a small acom-like black stone, 
enshrined in a silver reliquary suspended from the 
neck or bound on the arm. It is worn throughout 
life and buried -with the body at death. The 
karma-mdrga, or way of rites and ceremonies, 
especially animal sacrifices, which promised saiva- 
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tion in three births, gave place to the jiiana-mdrga, 
or way of wisdom, by concentration on the lihga 
in one’s own hand, which promised salvation in 
one birth. The sect was originally recruited from 
all castes, and observances of caste, pilgrimage, 
fasts, and penance were reiected. Basava taught 
that all holiness consisted in regard for three 
things, guru, lihgam, and jahgam — the guide, the 
image, and the fellow religionist. But caste dis- 
tinctions are maintained _ in regard to social 
matters, such ns intermarriage. Initiation is by 
a priest of their oivn sect. 

Since the decline of the Jains, the LingSyats 
have to some extent preserved and cultivated the 
Kannada language. Their sacred books — the 
Basava-Purana and Channa-Basava-Pur&na — 
dated 1369 and 1685, are written in it. The number 
of Lingayats in Mysore was returned as 729,431 in 
the 1911 census, but they also exist in larger 
numbers in the south Bombay Districts (1,339,248) 
and in the adjoining Districts of Madras (134,692) 
and Haidarabad (over 760,000), as well as some in 
other parts. They have numerous maihs all over 
the country, but the chief one seems to bo the 
Murigi 7na(h to the west of Chitaldroog. 

For the worship of Vi§nu the earliest incident 
met with is his appearance before Bali in his in- 
carnation as a Brahman dwarf. Begging for only 
three paces of ground, on this being granted, he 
assumed his own proportions and in three strides 
compassed heaven, earth, and the lower regions. 
In the time of Bana, Bali’s son, Kr§na is said to 
have invaded his territory and overcome Siva, who 
fought for Bana. The tliousand arms of the latter 
were cut off, except two, with which he was com- 
pelled to do homage. Perhaps, in other words, all 
Sana’s battalions were destroyed except two, 
which surrendered. These stories, whatever basis 
they ^ay have, clearly point to a supersession of 
the Siva-oult bv that of Vi§nu, and refer to an 
early period. The Ganga king Vishntigopa, of 
about the 4th cent., was devoted to Nara^ann 
(Vi§nu). From this god the Chalukyas obtained 
their crest of the boar, another of his incarnations. 
But the tendency was to harmonize the two. 
Thus, the Vijayanagar kings had the boar crest, 
though th^ signed themselves after Virupaksha, 
a name of S^iva. The Mysore kings claim descent 
from Kr§na, and, along with devotion to Sri- 
Banganatha, worship Chamundi. 

An undoubted historical event is the arrival 
of the Vai§nava reformer Earaanujachurya, also 
called Emberumanar, at TonnUr in Mysore, 
whither he had fled for refuge from persecution by 
the Chola king, who was a Saiva. About 1098 he 
converted the Hoysala king Bitti-Deva, who was a 
Jain, and who now took the name Visnuvardhana. 
Eamanuja also established the sect of Srlvai§nava 

f rahmans, but records show the existence of 
rivaignavas more than a hundred years before. 
He set up the Yatiraja ma(h at Melkote and re- 
ceived large grants of land from his royal convert 
on both banka of the Kaveri. Under the Hoysalas 
temples were erected for both Vi§nu and Siva. 
And in subsequent periods they were jointly recog- 
nized in the combined form of Harihara, composed 
of Hari (Vi§nu) and Hara (Siva). The fine temple 
of HarihareSvara at Harihara on the Tungabhaura 
was erected by a Hoysala general in 1224. But 
a record of 1130 says, with reference to their 
special symbols : 

‘ Whether holding the iaiikha (conch) or the kapSla (skull), 
why make a difference t Whether the chakra (discus) Is in the 
hand or the triiula (trident), why distinguish between the 
weapons? In token of which they assume one form with separate 
hearts— the joyful Hari and Hara.’ 

One of a century later says ; 

* celebrated 6iva acquired the fonp of Vlgpu, and Vigpu 
acquired the great and famous form of Siva, in order that the 


saying of the Veda (that they were one) might bo fully estab- 
lisbea.’ 

In the 14th cent. KeSava or Vignu is identified 
os follows ; 

‘Ho whom the Saivas worship ns 8iva, the Tedantins as 
Brahmk, the Bauddhas ns Buddha, the Naiyayikos as Karta, 
the Jainos os Arbn, the Mimanisakos os Karma.' 

8. Brahmanism. — Brahmans are said to have 
been introduced into Mysore from the north_ of 
India in the 3rd cent, by the Kadamba king 
Mukanna in the west, and the Pallava king 
Mukunti in the east. There are now three 
principal sects — the Smfirtas, 63 per cent, founder 
Sankara in the 8th cent. ; the Srivaisnavas, 10 per 
cent, foimder Eamanuja in the 12th cent., forming 
two branches, Vadagalai, or northerners, and 
Tengalai, or southerners; and the Mfidhvas, 23 
per cent, founder Madhvficharya in the 13th cent. ; 
there are also a few Bhagavatas, 4 per cent, whose 
origin seems to be very ancient. A non-Brahman 
sect of Vai^navas are the Satfinis, followers of 
Chaitanya, wlio worship Krgna and are priests to 
the Holeya and other lower orders. 

g. Muhammadanism. — ^The Muhammadan re- 
ligion came in with the Muslim conquests of the 
14th cent., aud the domination of Bijapur and the 
Mughals in the north and east after the overthrow 
of Vijayanagar. During the usurpation of Mysore 
by Haidar ' Ali and Tipu Sultan at the end of the 
18th cent, vast numbers of captives taken in war 
were transported wholesale, with their wives and 
families, from their native countries to other parts 
of the kingdom and forcibly converted to Islam, 
the boys being trained for military service in Chela 
battalions. 'The number of Muhammadans in the 
1911 census was 314,494, or 6 per cent of the 
population. Nearly all are Sunnis, settled in 
the country for some generations. Mappilas, or 
Moplahs, are immigrants from the Malabar coast, 
and Labbai from the Coromandel coast. 

10 . Christianity.— Christians in the 1911 census 
were returned as 69,844, an increase of 19J per 
cent on the previous decade. They include 42,643 
Eoman Catholics, 6656 Anglicans, and 9050 other 
Protestants. The great majority of the Indians 
and Anglo-Indians belong to the first, and of 
Europeans to the second. Some stray Dominicans 
apparently visited the countiy in the 14th cent., 
followed by Franciscans in the 16th. But it was 
in the middle of the 17th that Jesuits began 
regular work. That order was suppressed by the 
pope in 1773, and, soon after, Tipu Sul^n razed 
all the churches except two to the ground. J. A. 
Dubois became head of the Mission at the be- 

f inning of the 19th cent., and spent many years in 
lysore. There is now a bishop in Bangalore, and 
stations are established in many of the principal 
parts. There are several Protestant missions at 
work, the oldest being the London Mission, which 
began in 1820, and the "Wesleyan in 1835. Some 
years before this a "Wesleyan missionary from 
Jaffna, named Elijah Hoole, seems to have visited 
Mysore, wherelhe had an interview with Dubois, 
who is said to have expressed the opinion that the 
conversion of the heathen was a hopeless task. 
Both missions have a number of stations and in- 
stitutions, the former in the east and the latter 
in the south and west, each with head-quarters in 
Bangalore. The London Mission were pioneers in 
female education, in 1840. The Wesleyans started 
the teaching of English to the natives; also a 
printing press for vernacular works. More recently 
they have established hospitals. The American 
Methodist Episcopalians began work in 1880, and 
minister chiefly to the Anglo-Indians in Bangalore, 
but also have an Industrial School for Indians at 
Kolar. The Church of England Zenana Mission 
have hospitals for women in Bangalore and 
Channapatna, and visit Musalm5n families in 
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their homes there and at Mysore. A United 
Theological College was opened in Bangalore in 
1914, to which the various missions in South India 
send selected students to he trained as preachers 
to their countrymen. The ideal of a Nationalist 
Indian Protestant Church seems to be in the minds 
of a few Indian Christians, but its realization has 
yet to come. 

The Brahma Samaj is represented by 65 mem- 
bers of the Sadharan section in Bangalore. Theo- 
sophy has also been brought to notice in the same 
place. The Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A. have 
made very substantial progress there, and the 
Salvation Army has taken over the silk farm 
started by Tata under Japanese management. A 
Social Service League has recently been established 
in Mysore. 

II. Conclusion. — ^With so much religions activity 
in the past, and so many different agencies in opera- 
tion at the present, Mysore has proved itself a 
favourable meeting-place for many creeds. And 
in view of the long predominance of Jainism, im- 
mediately followeH by the establishment of the 
stiU popular Vira-Saiva or Lingayat faith, it might 
perhaps on good grounds be described as a home of 
dissent. On the other hand, on the side of ortho- 
doxy, two chief Hindu reformers made it their 
abode. The State, as it now exists, has not been 
blind to the drawbacks of a purely secular educa- 
tion, while still desiring to maintain the neutrality 
in religious matters which has been the policy of 
the British Government. Private agencies have, 
of course, as far as they were able, supplied a 
counterpoise. But the State was in favour of more 
public recognition of religion in the educational 
system. Arrangements were accordingly made in 
1908 for the introduction of moral and religious 
teaching in the colleges and schools. Suitable I 


books for the purpose were published by Govern- 
ment and by private agency, and it was hoped 
that an abiding impression for good would be made 
on the boys and girls receiving the instruction. 
After a time it was found advisable in colleges to 
adopt weekly lectures by professors and pandits in 

? laee of daily half-hour religious and moral lessons, 
n the higher schools teaching was based on the 
Sanatana Dharma text- books and prescribed books 
on morals. In the lower classes instruction was 
imparted by the narration of simple stories con- 
taining moral precepts, with the help of wall- 
pictures. In the village elementary schools a short 
prayer in Kannada was recited both at the begin- 
ning and at the close of the day’s work, followed 
by verses relating to daily conduct from the 
Dharmahodhini and other books. The latest official 
statement on the subject was to the followingeffect : 
after five years’ experience it is still difficult to say 
what real advance has been made, and whether 
any of the desired results have been achieved. In 
the higher institutions, where the subject is in the 
hands_ of capable teachers, the lessons are in- 
structive. But in the lower schools the want of 
trained teachers to handle the subjects and the 
paucity of suitable text-books have made the 
teaching to lack in interest and to become more or 
less stereotyped. It is a question whether in the 
long run it is not wiser to leave this branch of 
education to the parents and communities con- 
cerned. But, after discussing the matter, the 
Representative Assembly of 1916 has voted for the 
continuance of religious instruction. 

LiTKiUTtniE. — L. Rice, Mysore, revised ed., 2 vole., London, 
1897; J. A. Dubois, Hindu Manners, Customs, and Cere- 
monies, tr. A. K. Beauchamp, Oxford, 1906; P. Buchanan, 
A Journey from Madras through the Countries of Mysore, 
Canara, and Malatar, London, 1807, reprinted Madras, 1870. 
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American. — See Secret Societies (American). 

Babylonian (S. Langdon), p. 70. 

Christian (H. A. A. Kennedy), p. 72. 

Egyptian (A. Moeet), p, 74. 

Eleusinian. — See ‘Greek, Phrygian, etc.’ 

MYSTERIES (Babylonian). — Since the belief 
in life after death held no important place in Baby- 
lonian religion, and their conception of existence 
in the nether world was gloomy and foreboding, 
they necessarily evolved no mystic rituals and 
doctrines to provide the soul with immunity when 
it descended to Arallu. The precautionary mea- 
sures for those who died consisted in providing 
them with bread and water for their journey, con- 
tinuing the celebration of the breaking of bread and 
pouring out water for their souls at sacred family 
feasts or in the official cult. But these simple 
measures to secure the soul repose in the lower 
world were known to all and concealed from none. 
If the Babylonians possessed anj cult-mysteries, 
we must look for them in connexion with the cele- 
brations of the death and resurrection of the nature- 
god Tammuz. There is no doubt that the litur- 
gies sung at the midsummer wailings for the 
young god of vegetation who had died and was 
sought for by his weeping mother and consort were 
accompaniea by a mystic pantomime. It is very 
probable that the celebrants made an image of the 
young god, and clothed him in some sacred garb, 
adorned his bark with flowers and grain, and cast 
him upon the waters of the canms and rivers. 
His descent beneath the waves symbolized his 
transportation to Aialla by demons. In the cele- 
bration of this festival the celebrants probably 
chose one of the priestesses to play the part of the 


Greek, Phrygian, etc. (P. Gardner), p. 77. 
Mithraic.— See Mithraism. 

Phrygian. — See ‘ Greek, Phrygian, etc.’ 
Roman (P. GARDNER), p. 82, 


weeping mother Innini (Ishtar), who sighs for the 
departed lover and finally herself descends to 
Arallu to seek for Tammuz. She rouses him_ from 
his sleep and returns to earth bearing him in her 
bosom. The liturgies of this festival consist largely 
in dialogues and monologues uttered by Tammuz 
and Innmi, and it is difficult to understand how 
the celebration could have been performed unless 
a priest acted those parts in which Tammuz 
appears as a young god shepherding his sheep, 
becoming the bridegroom of Innini, and reposing 
in Arallu, where he utters dialogues witn the 
descended goddess. It is possible that, as in cer- 
tain Greek mysteries, only women were admitted 
to some parts- of this pantomime. The doctrine 
inculcated by this ceremony explained the mystery 
of the death and revival of vegetation. Undoubt- 
edly the priests taught the people that the mystery 
consisted in the death of a god, in the consequent 
disappearance of the mother-goddess, in his resur- 
rection, and in the return of the mother-goddess ; 
finoJly, the reviving life of the earth depends upon 
the marriage of these deities. During the Sumerian 
cults of emperor-worship which thrived from the 
age of Dungi, second king of the dynasty of Ur, 
to the end of the Sumerian dynasties of Isin and 
Larsa the king himself was regarded as Tammuz. 
This identification was based upon an ancient 
belief that some mysterious connexion existed 
between the king and nature. Not only do the 
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liturgies of the cults of these deified emperors 
speak of the kings as controlling the heneficont 
life of the earth and hestouih" rains, sunshine, 
and harvests, hut, after the belief in the deity of 
kings was abandoned, the Somites continued to 
attribute tliis mystic power to tlieir kings. In tho 
earlier period we possess Sumerian hymns which 
celebrate the marnage of tho divine king with the 
mother-goddess ; the ceremony of the marriage of 
a nature-god with one of the married types of the 
mother-Mddess at the spring e^inox characterizes 
Sumero-Babylonian religion. This mystic rite, in 
fact, seems to have been severed from the Tammnz- 
Innini cult and attributed to married ty^s of the 
nature-gods, asNinib and Gula, Nebo anuTashmet, 
Marduk and Zerbanit, and performed at tho New 
Year festival in tho spring. Although the doc- 
trines concerning life and death in nature were 
not concealed from the people, it is probable that 
the actual ceremonies were regarded as mysterious 
and sacred acts. Tamniuz is tho only important 
god who is never represented in art, and we have 
also no representations of tho marriage ceremonies. 
It is practically certain that only priests and 
riestesses were allowed to perform in these cele- 
rations, but no references to initiation have been 
found.’ 

In the later periods of pessimism and philosophic 
speculation this cult was brought into connexion 
with the life beyond the grave in so far as their 
conceptions of that life permitted human worship 
to send aid to departed souls. We possess a Semitic 
composition known as the ‘Descent of Ishtar,’ 
which probably represents mystic speculation on 
this point and a ceremony to comfort the dead.* 
According to the last lino, ‘ May the dead arise 
and smell the incense,’ the nrieste chanted this 
hymn to comfort those who nad gone to Aralltt. 
Here we have a long description of how Ishtar 
descended by the seven gates of hell to the lower 
world. No reason for this perilous journey is given, 
but from the liturmes of tho Tammuz-Ishtar cult 
we know that the descent ivas made to rescue the 
young god. Her disappearance from earth is 
marked by the cessation of plant and animal activ- 
ity. She is imprisoned by Erishkigal, queen of 
the lower world, and afflicted with bodily disease. 
The gods interfere and send a messenger 
namtr, ' His going forth is glorious ’) to Erisbkiral 
to secure the release of the goddess of all life. By 
his pleasing appearance he overcomes the wrath of 
the under-world deity and causes her to swear in 
the name of the great gods (to release Ishtar).* 
The hymn here introduces a ruse by which Ea the 
water-god prevented his messenger A?h-8U-namir 
from attaining immortality. This is an old motif 
in the Sumero-Babylonian theory of the fall of 
man to show hoiv man (on this theory) lost eternal 
life by the jealousy of the water-god, patron of all 
knowledge. The moftf is worked into this mystic 

1 The liturgies ol the Xammnr-cult were sung In Sumerion hy 
the Semites, who borrowed the entire ceremony. These litur- 
gies were provided with on interlinear Semitic version ; there- 
fore the words of tho ceremonies were certainly public property. 

3 The text will be found in IV Rawlinson * (Pinches), London, 
IBSljplate 31. The colophon does not say that it is a copy from 
a Babylonian source, but part of a Sumerian original has been 
found. An Assyrian duplicate of Obv. 83-45 has been recovered 
by L. W. King (Cune^orm Texts, xxxiv. 18, Ki. 1004-10-9, 
169-)-K. 7600, Ixmdon, 1014). Wo have here in all probability 
a mystio composition from the late Sumerian period. 

SThe objects ol tho oath are not given. Here Bov. 18-20 
follows a passage showing how Ea deceived his messenger A^ft- 
Su-namir by telling him to ask for the mystio water-vessel in 
order to drink tho water ol life and attain immortaiity. He 
asks for this and instead he is told that he has asked for what 
no man should ask for. Wherefore she curses him with dis- 
CTace and poverty. This is a repetition of the ruse which Ea 
invented for Adapa, whom he advised to refuse tho water of 
life. Both Ash-ku-namir and Adapa are mortal protigts of Ea, 
who fears that in their missions before the gods they wUi obtain 
tho gift of immortality and hence he will lose them in his 
worship. 


hymn to emphasize the condition of the dead, who 
cannot hope to attain the water of eternal life. 
Having thus sworn under the persuasive influence 
of_ the comely messenger, Erishkigal orders the 
spirits of the lower world to wash Ishtar with tho 
‘ waters of life,’ by which she is healed ; she is then 
conducted by the seven gates to earth. The water- 
god also commissions his messenger to try another 
method to bring back Ishtar in case the queen of 
Arallu refuses to give her up.’ The hymn implies 
here that Tammuz is also in the lower world. The 
last lines (46-58) run as follows ; 

• If Bho grant thee not her deliverance as to her repeat thy effort. 
Tammuz, the husband ol her maidenhood, 

Wash with clean water, anoint with good oil. 

Oiothe him in a radiant garment and let him play * the flute 
of lapis-lazuli. 

May tho whores * reel their bodies.’ 

IThen) Bellll* had completed her precious things. 

She whose lap was full of Jewels ; 

She heard the wailing of her brother ; Belili smote her 
precious things. 

And her chamber was filled with jewels. 

‘ Oh mine only brother not shalt thou bring mo to shame. 

On tho day when Tammuz plays lor mo the flute of lapis- 
lazuli, and when on that (day)* vdth him they play to me 
on a Duto ol porphyry, 

Tea with him the men wallers and the women wallers play 
to me. 

May the dead arise and smell tho incense.' 

We have here a cryptic hymn whose composition 
is illogical in places, many ideals being abruptly 
introduced, and the whole composition bears the 
impress of a mystic cult. The real object of this 
hymn, which was probably accompanied by a pan- 
tomime, was to comfort the souls of the dead and 
assist them to arise for the parentalia. The flute- 
playing of Tammuz, who knows the sorrowful 
abode in Arallfi, has a powerful efiect upon those 
who sleep in that shadowy and silent land. Like 
Orpheus, whose music on the lyre appeased the 
deity of Hades and secured the release of Eurydioe, 
so the music of Tammuz secures the release of his 
consort Ishtar. At the same time on earth the 
sacred women celebrate the myth of Tammuz and 
Ishtar, while the divine sister Belili wails for his 
return to earth. It is improbable that this com- 
position belongs to tho ordinary Tammuz liturgies 
sung at the midsummer wailings, for these were 
invariably said in Sumerian and were composed in 
liturgical style. 

The adaptation of this cult to mystic purposes 
was probably more widely spread in the late period 
of Babylonian and Assyrian history than has com- 
monly heen supposed. This seems to be the ouly 
trace of a mystic cult in Babylonia. 

On the other hand, their world views were 
Avholly under the influence of the doctrine con- 
cerning mystic fvisdom revealed only to the initi- 
ated by di^dnation. All events in the world are 
regarded, not as results of natural causes or of the 
exercise of the free will of man, but as the ‘ de- 
cision’ (piriitu) of the gods. This word is often 
replaced by the word ni^rtu, ‘treasure,’ ‘secret 
knowledge,’ and both have been rendered by 
‘mystery’ in Assyriological works. These mys- 
teries (this secret Imowledge concerning the future) 
were revealed by the gods to the priests of divina- 
tion (barH, ‘diviner,’ bardtu, ‘divination’), who 
were initiated into the study of divination. The 
principal subjects of this extensive discipline con- 
sisted in interpreting the divine secrets by hepato- 
scopy, astrology, lecanomancy® (especially the 
method of pouring oil upon water in a bowl), tera- 
toscopy, and oneiromancy. According to Berossus, 
1 So the present writer understands a disputed lino Rev, 46. 

* Bead lim-tal-lalt 

3 Prostitutes in the temple-servioes of Ishtar who took part 
in Tammuz celebrations. 

4 Sister of Tammuz. , ^ MAR^lvxitu.. 

6 Only these three are referred to in the olncial direclioia for 
the initiation Into tho mysteries of divination (H. Zimmem, 
RituaUafelnfxlr den Wahrsager, Leiprig, 1901, no. 24). 
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the seventh pre-diluvian king was 'EieSiipaxosy^ in 
whose reign arose a fish-man from the Erythraean 
Sea and revealed the mysteries to this king. At 
any rate such must have been the nature of the 
revelation to this king, for in historical times the 
pld of diviners recognized Enmeduranki, a mytho- 
logical (?) king of Sippar, as the founder of this 
art. Only descendants of this king were admitted 
to this gild and taught the principles of divina- 
tion, and this secret knowledge was transmitted 
from father to son. Physical and mental sound- 
ness was required of all applicants for initiation. 
The technic^ hooks for each department of divina- 
tion are extensive and are written in a peculiar 
mixture of Semitic and Sumerian which must have 
obscured their meaning. These books were prob- 
ably the sacred possession of the gild of diviners. 
lOn^ not infrequently publish in their historical 
inscriptions a full copy of the report of the diviners 
on certain royal imdertakings.® We possess a very 
large number of letters and reports* from as- 
trologers to the kings of Assyria concerning the 
events about to occur, as they were revealed by 
the conjunctions and positions of the planets, con- 
stellations, and atmospheric conditions. These 
reports are really extracts from the mystic book of 
astrology which gave instruction on every possible 
astral condition. It seems, therefore, that the 
diviners had no hesitation about publishing the 
results of tlieir prognostications, even when in 
certain cases (as in dreams) similar data might be 
used by laymen and the proper results inferred 
from published reports. The oracles of Arbela, 
upon which the kings of Assyria particularly 
depended, were all published ana became common 
property.^ Nevertheless the baril priests certainly 
guarded the books of divination as mystic treasures. 
At the end of tablets of this class we find the 
literary note, ‘ The secrets of divination ; the in- 
structed shall teach the learner and the uninstructed 
shall not read.’ * Tablets containing the mysteries 
of divination were called the ‘ sacred possession ’ of 
the gods.® 

The Babylonians believed that Ea the water-god 
in several successive revelations had communicated 
to the pre-diluvian kings all knowledge useful to 
man, and ‘since that time nothing material has 
been added by way of improvement to his instruc- 
tions.’^ The various reports (by Berossus) of 


1 Variants, EveSuptoxot, 'AtSapetrxot, Edorancbus. 

2 For such reports of liver omens published in the historical 
inscriptions of Nabuna’id see S. Langdon, Neubabylonische 
Kbnigsinschriften, Leipzig, 1912, pp. 269-270 and 286-2S9. The 
same king publishes a dream and its interpretation {ib. p. 279), 
and a dream of A^urbanipal with its interpretation occurs in 
the historical inscriptions of that king. 

s E. Campbell Thompson, Reports of the Magicians and 
Astrologers, London, 1900. A number of letters to Assman 
kings contain such reports (B. F. Harper, Assyrian and Baby- 
Ionian Letters, 14 vola, Chicago, 1892-1916). 

4 The mysteries of Arbela stand apart from those of the barH 
priests, and appear to be unique in Babylonian and Assyrian 
history. The prophets and prophetesses of this oracular spot 
do not appear to have employed any of the ordinary means of 
discovering the will of the gods but to have replied from in- 
spiration solely. Besides Arbela ASSur also was recognized as an 
oracular spot (see Langdon, Tammnz and Jshtar, Oxford, 1914, 
pp. 128-141). 

6 So the colophon K. 7628 in the British Museum. K. 9736 has 
la mddu-u la immar, ‘the uninstructed shall not read.’ 
Agumkakrime, a Oassite king, adds the same colophon to a 
historical inscription which was obviously intended for public 
information (V Sawlinson, S3). The scribe was probably a 
Oassite who md not understand the colophon and added it as 
evidence of pedantic learning. 

8 Ikkibu of Nebo, god of writing and learning (Zimmem, 
Ritualtafeln, pp. 166. 2; 118, 40); ifcfctbu (nip-gig) of Nebo and 
LugaUi.e. Mardufc) (K. 7628) ; ikkibu of Nabu, Lugal, Sbamash, 
and Adad (V Bawlinson 83, vni. 30-82). Ikkibu is a loan-wyrd 
from S\imeiiannigg{g>iggig and generally means, ‘abomiM- 
tlon,* an act which one is forbidden to do, ^and hence by 
metonymy came to mean, ‘ object which one is forbidden to 
tonch/ 

7 Berossus, in Syncellus, CArantcon (I. P« Cory, Ancient 
Fragment^t I^ndon, 1832, p. 23). 


their beliefs concerning the revelation of the 
sciences and arts and of the origin of the world 
and of man are confused. In some sources the 
being which arose from the sea was Ea (Cannes) 
in the reign of the fourth king. The revelations 
to later kmgs were made by mythical fish-deities 
sent by Ea and similar in form to him. The 
Greek sources of Berossus generally recognize 
four revelations under the first, third, sixth, and 
seventh kings (Alorus, Amillarus, Daos, and 
Euedoreschus). Berossus also reports that ‘Ea 
(Cannes) wrote concerning generation and civil 
polity,’ and that Cronus (sic!) appeared to the 
tenth and last pre-diluvian king, who is the hero 
of the Flood. Cronus commanded him ‘ to engrave 
in writing the beginning, the middle, and the end 
of all things, and to place it in Sippar.’ After the 
Flood Xisuthros the king was transported to the 
land of the blest to dwdl with the gods, and he 
instructed those who survived the Flood in a ship 
to return to Sippar, excavate these writings, and 
make them known to all men.* From this we 
infer that the Babylonians did not regard the 
sciences or the knowledge of the beginning of 
things as mysteries. The hero of the Flood has 
the title Ij^isatar (Xisuthros), ‘the extremely 
wise,’ and Adapa, a mythical hero and creation of 
Ea, has the same title, but they are not connected 
with mysteries in any of our known sources, 
although Adapa became symbolical wth ‘sage.’ 
According to the Semitic Babylonian version of 
the fall of man, Ann the heaven-god cursed man- 
kind with disease because Ea had revealed to him 
‘ the things of heaven and earth and given him a 
wily heart.’ This most probably refers to know- 
ledge of good and evil and not to the mysteries of 
divination. A historical inscription of Asurbanipal 
describing the education of that king has the fol- 
lowing much disputed passage : 

‘The ... of the sage Adapa 1 learned. The hidden secret* 
of all writing, the tabiets of heaven and earth.s I read, and 
disciplined myself. In the assembly of scholars I busied 
myself with the decrees (of the gods). The mysteries* of 
heaven with the wise masters of ou-divination(l) I . . . The 
dreadful secrets which are not to be revealed I read.' 4 

From this passage we may infer that this king 
was admitted to the gild of the hard priests. 

LiTERAnmE. — A. Jeremias, Handbuchder altorientalischen 
OeisteskuUur, Leipzig, 1913, pp. 10-20. For the cult of Tammuz, 
S. Langdon, Tammuz andlshtar, Oxford, 1914 ; H. Zimmem, 
‘Der babylonisebe Oott Tamuz,' ABAW xxvii. [1900), For 
mysteries of divination see Literature under DiviifAnos(Assj;ro. 
Babylonian), to which add E. G. Klanher, Politisch-Religibse 
Texts, Leipzig, 1913. Bee also a suggestive art. by A. Boissier, 
in Archives suisses d'anthropologie g(n(rale, Geneva, 1914, nos. 

1 and 2. S. LaNGDON, 

MYSTERIES (Christian).—!. The problem.— 
In Hellenic and Hellenistic usage the terms rb 
fivtrrgpiov and (far more _ frequently) t 4 ^wmjpia 
describe a secret cult, initiation into which pre- 
supposed a course of special preparation. _ It was 
sacrilege for an initiate to divulge anything that 
he had seen, heard, or experienced in the solemn 
esoteric ritual (see Mysteeies [Greek, Phrygian, 
etc.]). The same terms occur in the NT, more 
especially in the Pauline Epistles, and the question 
has arisen whether, in those early Christian docu- 
ments, Christianity is ever regarded as a mystery- 
religion. We know that the first Christian missions 
to the pagan world were carried on in an environ, 
ment in which mystery-cults were influential. It 
can scarcely be doubted that many of St. Paulas 
converts ivould be drawn from the reli^ous associ- 
ations which those cults had brought into being. 

1 Ooiy, Ancient Fragments, p. 29. 

s This probably refers to the books of astrology and perhaps 
also to those of hepatasetmy. 

s For AD-SAD read AD-UAL=piriktu. 

4 0. F. Iiehmann, SamalSumuktn, Leipzig, 1892, pL xxxlv. 
13-16. 
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Did tho early Christian missionaries assimilate 
their gospel to the esoteric doctrine and ritual 
which made so powerful an appeal to Grreco-Roman 
society ? 

a. Use of [tvoTiipiov in NT. — ^An examination 
of the significance of the term nv<m)pwv in the NT 
must start from the usage of the LXX. There 
are about a dozen examples of ixv<rr^piov in the 
LXX, and, except for two passages in the charac- 
teristicalljf Hellenistic IFYsaoni of Solomon “), 

in which its technical significance is obvious, it 
seems usually to mean ‘ secrets ’ or ‘ secret plans ’ 
either of God or of men. The single instance 
found in the Gospels (Mt 13’*=Mk 4*'=Lk S'”) 
follows the LXX, as denoting tho secret plans of 
God concerning His Kingdom which are being 
revealed in tho words and deeds of Jesus. This 
meaning fits a considerable number of the Pauline 
examples, c.g,, Ro 11^, 1 Co 16®‘, etc., in which 
pLverr^piov stands for a ‘secret purpose’ of God, 
revealed to the Apostle, shedding light on problems 
which would otherwise remain wholly perplexing. 
For St. Paul the Christian prophet is the man who 
knows oil fivar/ipia (1 Co 13^ ; cf. 1 Co 4'), t.c. the 
secret mind of God. For his thought, however, 
one secret Divine purpose overshadows all others, 
the admission of the Gentiles to a full share of 
Christ’s salvation on equal terms -with tho Jews. 
This he desimates pcu^piov in various important 
passages, all belonging to the Imprisonment 
Epistles {c.g., Eph S'*'- 6’®, Col 4’). It is 
noteworthy that in several crucial instances {c.g., 
Ro 11», 1 Co 2^ 15", Eph 1», Col 1“ 2 Th 2^) the 
term has a distinctly eschatological outlook. But 
enough has been said to indicate tliat St. Paul’s 
use of fi.v<rH]piov has no suggestion of on esoteric 
cult or ritual. As a matter of fact, it is generally 
associated ivith verbs of revelation (diroKaXt^nreiv, 
yvupl^iiv, ^avepodv). 

One example stands by itself, and deserves 
attention because of its relation to later Patristic 
usage. In Eph 6’^, when dealing with the bond 
between husband and wife, St. Paul adduces Gn 2-* 
as enforcing their unity, and adds : ‘ This fiv<rr^piov 
is far-reaching j I interpret it of Christ and the 
Church.’ As the result of an exhaustive examina- 
tion of the use of ftxxrr^pioy by Justin Martyr, 
H. von Soden has shoivn that he constantly 
uses it as equivalent to irapajSoXi}, trdnjSoXoy, and 
riros. Here, therefore, the OT passage is regarded 
as pointing forward to the relation between Christ 
and the Church. This explanation covers the four 
occurrences of /xtxrnipior in the Apocalypse. Von 
Soden further points out that Justin is the first 
Christian writer who employs p.v<ni]piov to describe 
the Christian faith, which he compares with the 

agan /uxrnipia. Even more significant for tho 

rut of Christian thought is the fact that Ter- 
tuUian regularly translates piu<m}piov by the Latin 
tacramentum. We must, nevertheless, guard 
against forming hasty conclusions from these 
data. For, as von Soden obsen-es, ‘sacramental 
conceptions and theories do not link on to the 
terms sacramentum and /luonjpiov, but to ritual 
acts which had no such designations originally, 
and even later did not in the first instance re- 
ceive them on account of their form’ {ZNTW 
xii. 224). Indeed, this terminology was a very 
gradual adaptation to an already established 
practice. 

3. Relation of St. Paul to mystery-religion. — In 
one of the passages cited above (1 Co 2^) St. Paul 
makes a distinction between the usual theme of 
his preaching, ‘Jesus Christ and him as crucified,’ 
and a ‘wisdom’ {ao^la), a ‘Divine wisdom iy 
(ivarriplip, which has been hidden,’ a more advanced 
stage of Christian instruction intended only for 
the ' mature ’ (toTs tcXcUis). His language in this 


context might certainly suggest that he has availed 
himself of mystery - terminology in writing to 
people who must have been already acquainted 
with it. Would this imply that he was in sympathy 
with mystery- conceptions? Some scholars have 
laid emphasis on the occurrence in the Epistles of 
terms and ideas which they regard as definite 
evudenee of a direct kinship between St. Paul and 
the mystery-religion. Let us briefly examine some 
typical examples. 

(а) Tems. — St. Paul’s favourite antithesis be- 
tween iryevpittTtKis and ^iixik 6 s has been explained 
from Hellenistic religious usage. There can, in- 
deed, be little doubt that within the sphere of 
mystery-cults wyeOpta and voOs have become religious 
terms. But it is also plain that the contrast be- 
tween irveOpia and ^vxvi BO fundamental for St. 
Paul, is exceedingly rare in Hellenistic religion, 
since is apt to retain its significance as the 
higher element in human nature in opposition to 
trupta. Tho present writer has attempted to prove 
that St. Pam’s religious use of wevpa, and 
their derivatives has its genuine roots in the soil 
of the OT {St. Paul and the Mystery-Religions, 
pp. 155-168). To take another instance; in the 
mystery-documents yrSiais seems usually to mean 
that immediate apprehension of God which results 
in salvation or, more strictly, deification {c.g., 
Poimandres, ed. Reitzenstein, p. 336, lino ^f.). 
It is a practical experience rather than an intel- 
lectual process. Without question St. Paul regards 
yvw<nt as a supernatural gift {c.g., 1 Co 128 132^ etc.). 
In one of his profoundest utterances (Ph S®"'®) it 
describes the most intimate fellowship conceivable 
between the soul and Christ. But here also ac- 
count must be taken of the prophetic conception of 
the ‘ knowledge of God,’ which is a revelation to 
tho inner being. We may therefore speak of a 
striking affinity between the OT idea and that of 
Hellenistic religion, while admitting that, in the 
employment of the term and the conception which 
it embodied, St. Paul presupposed his readers’ 
acquaintance ivith these through the medium of 
the mystery-religions. A somewhat similar con- 
clusion maybe reached as regards his use of /xera- 
HopipovaOai and cognate expressions {c.g., 2 Co 3*®, 
Ro 8®, Ph 3"). There are probably points of 
contact here between St. Paul’s thought and the 
mystery-idea of transformation by the vision of 
God. But in the latter the chief emphasis falls on 
a quasi-magical transmutation of essence. The 
nature of the Apostle’s conception of the irveOpLa, 
which is the instrument in the process, sets in the 
forefront its moral significance. 

(б) Conceptions . — Perhaps even greater stress is 
laid upon alleged parallel conceptions in St. Paul 
and the myste^-cults. Thus, c.g., the death and 
restoration to life of such mythological personages 
as Adonis, Attis, and Osiris, which, in the mystic 
drama, so affected the initiates os to produce a 
certain consciousness of entrance through passion- 
ate sympathy upon a life which the grave could 
not quench, are compared with St. Paiu’s teaching 
of redemption through the crucified and risen 
Jesus. But evidently this affinity did not appeal 
to the Greeks themselves, for the Apostle mentions 
that to them the preaching of the Cross was folly 
{ywpla.). As a matter of fact, no real comparison is 
legitimate. The Greek legends of these so-called 
redeemer-gods have no hint of the forgiveness of 
sins. This forms the core of St. Paul’s gospel. In 
the one case an imposing ritual excites the emo- 
tions. In the other, men, as constrained by the 
love of Christ, surrender their lives to . His obedi- 
ence They assent to that estimate of things 
which IB involved in the Cross. That implies a 
new moral attitude to the world and to God. A 
sunilnr distinction may be traced between the idea 
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of salvation {a-aynipla) in the mystery-religions and 
that proclaimed by St. Paul. In the former salva- 
tion nas mainly in view the pressure of Fate, 
Necessity, and those ills which belong to the 
limitations of earthly existence. It is invariably 
conceived as a character indelehilis. For St. Paul 
its atmosphere is the love of God revealed in Jesus 
Christ. From the very nature of the case it is 
charged vnth moral implications. It is mediated 
to the believer by the Spirit, and the Spirit is the 
Divine response to faith. 

It is natural that St. Paul’s conceptions of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper should be investi- 
gated nuth a view to the discovery of affinities 
with mystery-ritual. It is highly probable that 
baptismal rites and sacramental meals, in so far as 
we can interpret the meagre and oljscnre data, 
were conceived in Hellenistic religion as working 
ex qpere operato. No such idea is discernible in 
the utterances of St. Paul. In the case of both 
sacraments faith is for him the indispensable 
postulate of all that possesses spirituju value. 
Bartlet’s definition of a sacrament {ERE ii. 377) is 
essentially true to the Apostle’s standpoint: ‘a 
symbol conditioning a present deeper and decisive 
experience of the Divine grace, already embraced 
by faith. But all is psyoholomcally conditioned, 
being thereby raised above the level of the magical 
oro'mm-physical conception of sacramental grace.’ 

The attempt of R. Perdelwit 2 {Die My3.erien- 
religion und das Problem des I. Petrusbriefes, 
Giessen, 1911) to find echoes of mystery-religion in 
1 Peter is ingenious but quite unconvincing. 

Litekatore. — O n iivtrr^fiiov in NT : H. von Soden, ZNTW 
ril. [1911] 1S8-227 ; J. Artnitage Robinson, St. Paul's Epistle 
to the EphesiCTis, London, 1903, pp. 234-240. In favour of an 
intimate relation between St. Paul and the mystery-cults: 
W. Bousset, Kyrios Christos, QSttingen, 1913, pp. 126- 
186; A. Dieterich, Eine MithrasKttirgie\ Leipzig, 1910; 
R. Reitzenstein, Poimandres, do. 1904, Die hellenistisehen 
Mysterienreligionen, do. 1910. Against the loregoing %'iew; 
C. Clemen, Der Einflttss der ilysterienreligionen auf das 
dlteste Christentum, Giessen, 1913 ; E. von Dobschutz, Studien 
und Sritiken, Ixxviii. [1905] i. Iff. ; P. Gardner, The Eeligious 
Experience of SU Paid, London, 1911; H. A. A. Kennedy, 
St, Paul and the ilysteiy-Beligions, do. 1913 ; A. Schweitzer, 
Die Oeschiehte der paulinisehen Forschung, Tubingen, 1911, 
pp. 141-184. H. A. A. Kennedy. 

MYSTERIES (Egyptian). — I. Introductory. — 
Herodotus and Plutarch tell of the existence of 
‘ mysteries ’ in Egypt, and explain them thus : 

* At Sais is the burial-place of one whom I scruple to name 
[Osiris]. ... On the lake [of the temple], the Egyptians repre- 
sent by night the sufferings imdergone by Him (rd StimjAu tov 
iroBe'wv airov), and this representation they call Mysteries (to 
KoAebuo-t pva-rgpia). All the proceeding in these Mysteries are 
well known to me; but my lips shall piously refrain from 
mentioning them ’ (Herod, ii. 170 f.). 

‘ Isis would not that her own woes and grievous Joumeyings, 
that the deeds of his wisdom and heroism should fall into 
oblivion and silence. She therefore instituted holy, sacred 
Mjuteries (reheraC) which would afford an image, a representa- 
tion in mimic scenes ol the suffering he endured (eiKora; *ai 
inrovoCas icai pigvoa tSiv tots iraBrjpaTav) that the 3 * might serve 
ns a pious teaching and a consolatory hope to the men and 
women who passed through the some hardships ’ (Plut. de Is. et 
Osir. xxvii.). 

From such statements we may infer the follow- 
ing definition : the Egyptian mysteries are rites in 
which recitation and mimic action me associated, 
i.6. Carnatic performances of mystical character. 
Such dramas enact the Osirian legend ; they teach 
a lesson and hold out consolation to the men who 
view them; the latter, being hound to observe 
secrecy upon those mysteries, are ‘initiates.’ It 
has been alleged that Herodotus and Plutarch, 
influenced by the Orphic and Eleusinian rites, 
transposed them to Egypt, and applied the name 
of ‘mysteries’ to ceremonies havmg no kind of 
analogy with the rites of initiation (C. Sourdille, 
mrodote et la religion de VEgypte, Paris, 1910, 
p. 284), but the author of such an assertion makes 
light of the Egyptian sources themselves, which. 


on the contrary, confirm the statements of the 
Greek writers on every point. 

2 . The Osirian mystery.— The most explicit 
Egyptian text is a stela, dated from Senusret HI. 
(Xllth dyn., c. 1875 B.C.) : a high official, Igeme- 
fert, tells how he conducted a ceremony called ‘ the 
ceremony of the golden chamber for the mystery 
(sSSta) of the lord of Abydos (Osiris) ’ ; it has been 
published by H. Schaefer, Die Mysterien des Osiris 
in Abydos, Leipzig, 1904. 

Let us briefly recall the Osirian legend. 

The Good Being (Unnefer) reigned over Eg.^-pt, and, with 
the^help of his sister and spouse, Isis, be taught his subjecta 
agriculture and all the arts and crafte ; he also conquered the 
rest of the world in order to civilize it. His brother Seth 
(Tj-phon), however, murdered him, and launched the coffin 
containing the body into the Nile. It drifted away to Byblos, 
and was discovered there by Isis, who took it back to Buto in 
E^-pt. Seth again found the corpse, and out it into pieces, 
which he cast into the Nile. Isis resumed her mournful quest, 
searched for and found the fragments, and wherever she found 
a piece she raised a tomb over it. Then Horns, the son of 
Osiris, Thoth, and Annbis, hia friends, came to Isis’ help in 
order to ‘avenge’ Osiris ; thej’ justified him before the court of 
the gods, and restored his mumnufied body to life and immor. 
tality. Thus could Osiris hand over his realm to his son, Horus, 
who became the patron and ancestor of the Pharaohs (cf. A. 
Moret, Kings and Gods of Egypt, Eng. tr., London, 1912, p. 
77 fl.). 

Such was the subject of the mystery {ieita) of 
Osiris. Igemefert, to whom Senusret III. has 
committed the preparations for the performance, 
attends first to the properties and requisites for 
scenery. He procures a barge which is to stand for 
the solar bari, a statue of Osiris adorned with lapis- 
lazuli, electrum, and precious stones, and also 
movable shrines in which to place the statue. In 
his capacity of ‘ head of the mystery,’ Igemefert 
conducts the process of fabrication, and appoints 
sets of ‘ hourly priests ’ to execute the rites. iVhen 
the action begins, he plays the part of Homs 
{samer-f, ‘ the beloved son ’) ; after him, the 
principal parts are those of Ajiuhis and Thoth, 
played by other high officials. The drama has 
several acts. 

(1) It opens with a procession {perjt) of Anuhis 
{Upuaut),^ who comes to protect (nednw) his 
father Osiris, and, with the help of Homs, defeats 
the adversaries of the barge {neSmet), and over- 
throws the foes of Osiris, Those adversaries are 
figured by supernumeraries who come to blows 
■ftuth the subjects of Osiris, and the fights are some- 
times pictured (A. Moret, MysUres igyptiens, Paris, 
1913, p. 16) ; Herodotus alludes to them (ii. 61, 132), 
We may suppose that now Osiris was shown saUing 
out in his barge, in order to conquer and ci\Hize 
the world, after his triumph over his adversaries. 

(2) The death of the god is treated next. No 
less reticent than Herodotus (ii, 170) and Diodorus 
(i. 21), Igemefert only points to this second act 
with a periphrasis : ‘ I conducted the great outing 
and I followed the god upon his steps.’ Now, the 
expression ‘great outing’ {perjt oat) means the 
‘great monraing.’ 

Was, then, the murder of Osiris represented? 
We do not know. The texts in the Pyramids 
(Vth-VIth dyn., c. 2600 B.C.) describe the quest 
and discovery of the sacred corpse ; 

‘ They found Osiris such as his brother Seth did fell him {nedil 
on earth, at Nedit' (N, 1263), and further: ‘Isis embraced his 
body after she found him, stretched upon hia side, on the shore 
of Nedit'(N, SGSf.). 

Other texts recall the woeful lament that rose up 
then to the throne of Ra : 

‘ O Ea, hast thou not heard the voice that hath risen on an 
evening upon the shore of Nedit, the moaning cry of all the 
gods and goddesses’ (W. Golenischeff, Die llettemichsteU, 
Leipzig, 1877, 1. 46 f.). 

It may be that the procession of the perjt dat 
would carm out realistically the search for and 
finding of (Jsiris’s body while reciting the lamenta- 
tions. At any rate the body of the god, riclily 
adorned, was carried in a barge to his tomb at 
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Pelcer (tlio archaic cemetery of Ahydos, where 
E. Am61ineau claimed to have found the ‘ tomb of 
Osiris ’ within the enclosure of the tomb of King 
Ghent [Ze Tombcau d^Osiris, Paris, 1899]). The 
calendar of festivals at Medinet-Habu places the 

S aat on 22nd ThSth (H. C. Brugsch, Thesaurtts, 
^ zig, 18S3-91, p. 224) ; other texts assign to it 
difierent dates, and Plutarch places the funeral 
festivities of Osiris in the month of Athyr (Schaefer, 
p, 25, n. 4). 

(3) After the burial we witness the resurrection 
and triumph of the god. Igemefert says : 

'1 have avenped Unnefer (Osiris) on this day of tha great 
fight, I have smitten all his foes upon the river of Nedlt' 0- 21). 

Amid the cheers of his people the god sailed back 
in his barge to his city of Abydos ; he re-entered 
his palace as a king (11. 21-24), and received there 
his ‘purification,’ t.c. the rites ivhich would ensure 
his life and triumph, at least until the next 
panegyrics. Here again the same circumspection 
as above is observed ; the process of Osiris’s resur- 
rection, though it must necessarily bo understood, 
is no more clearly alluded to than his death. 
Igemefert reveals only the outward pomp of 
Osiris’s pageant ; the fight against the adversaries 
of the god corresponds to the spectacle witnessed 
by Herodotus at Pimremis (ii. 63): around the 
image of the god and on its way to the temple a 
battle is fought, but the god enters his temple 
de^ite his opponents. 

This is the most complete account that we possess 
of an Osirian ‘mystery,’ but other documents pre- 
serve descriptions of festivals which include certain 
episodes of a mystery. Thus the feast celebrated 
on Ist Pakhon, w’hen the king is seen cutting a 
sheaf Muth his sickle and sacrificing a white bull, 
seems to actualize the death of Osiris, god of 
vegetation (Moret, Mystdres, p. 7f.). Another 
ceremony, the erection of the ded, the Osirian 
pillar, symbolizes the resurrection of the god and 
18 associated ivith fighting and shouting (ih. pp. 
12-15) ; the Sed festivities bring before our eyes 
the coronation and victory of resuscitated Osiris 
(i 6 . p. 16). Still more valuable are the rituals in 
the temples which describe the secret ceremonies 
of the passion and resurrection of Osiris. They 
were cmebrated in small temples or in chapels 
erected for the special use of the god, such chapels 
being found in all large Egyptian temples. Of 
these ceremonies some would take place daily, 
others only at certain festivals ; doubtless their 
rites formed the secret part of the ‘ mystery,’ the 
part which Igemefert piously refrains from ex- 
plaining and in which the death and resurrection 
of Osiris are acted. 

We must remember that Igemefert, in order to 
celebrate the Osirian mystery, had appointed sets 
of ' hourly priests ’ {vmw-tw), and ‘ he had taught 
them the rites of every day,’ in his edacity of 
‘head of the mystery.’ Now, the_ Ptolemaic 
temples have preserved in their Osirian chapels 
texts and pictures illustrating the rites which the 
hourly priests recited and acted during each of the 
twelve hours {umw-t) of night and of day. It is a 
sacred drama played by priests who assume the 
difierent parts of the Osirian family ; wo see Shu 
and Geb, the father and grandfather of Osiris; 
Homs, his son ; Anubis and ThOth, his brothers or 
relatives ; the four children of Homs ; the god- 
desses Isis and Nephthys, wife and sister of Osiris ; 
and, lastly, reciting and officiating priests. The 
scenery given by the reliefs consists of an image of 
Osiris swathed in the funeral shroud, a bed upon 
which the divine mummy is stretched, and several 
requisites, such as crowns, sceptres, we^ons, liba- 
tion vases, paint and incense boxes. The drama 
opens at six p.m. and closes twenty-four hours 
later ; it falls into twelve hours of night (from six 


p.m. to six a.m.) and twelve hours of day (from six 
a.ni. to six p.m.). Its subject is the passion and 
resurrection of Osiris. From the first to the last 
hour the rites lead, step by step, towards the 
triumph of the god ; yet this gradual advance is 
hardly felt because each hour is scenically treated 
ns forming a complete little drama in itself, in 
which the god passes from death on to resurrection. 
At the beginning of each hour Osiris is led back 
to his initial state of distress, from which he is 
wrenched irresistibly by the power of rites and 
formulae, only to be brought back anew at the 
close of the hour (texts of PIiUeb, Edfu, Denderah, 

ublished by H. Junker, ‘Die Stundenwachen in 

en Osirismysterien,’ SWAW, phU-hist. Klasse, 
liv. [1910] ; the author makes a mistake in begin- 
ning with the hours of day, as the rites, as in any 
other festival, begin at six p.m. ; the right order 
is twelve night hom'S followed by twelve day 
hours ; for the bas-reliefs showing the scenery 
cf, A. Mariette, Dmdtrah, Paris, 1880, iv. ; E. A. 
W. Budge, Osiris, London, 1911, ii. 21 fii ; Moret, 
Mystires, pp. 20-36). 

If we group together the actions and recitations 
during the course of these twenty-four hours, the 
Scheme runs as follows : 

(1) Isis and Nephthys have searched and found the body of 
Osiris upon the river of Nedit; roccro and prolonged lament 
fcf. the papyrus of Berlin published by J. de Horrack, Lts 
Lamentations d'Jsis et Jiephthvs, Paris, 1866 ; Moret, Kings and 
Gods, p. 81 1.). 

(2) On hearing the cries, the gods come in haste; Homs, 
Anubis, and Thoth carry magical implements and vases filled 
with fresh water ; Osiris is cleansed of all stains by four libations 
and fumigations. 

(3) Divine magic effects a series of miracles: (o) the dis- 
membered body of Osiris is restored ; (i) by unctions with oil 
and paint and by the agency of the adze of Anubis mouth, eyes, 
and cars in the Osirian body are ‘ opened ’ ; (c) the members are 
put into motion, and each organ recalled to life (those rites are 
more elaborately developed in a special ritual called ‘Opening 
of the mouth ’ (wap-re ; of. E. Schiaparelli, llldbro dei/unerah, 
Turin, 1879)) ; (d) other methods are used to revive Osiris’s body : 
it is buried in the earth that it may germinate and give forth 
sprouts, as tokens of the rebirth of the god ; these prooeediogs 
of resurrection by plant-p-owth are fully developed in rites 
celebrated in the Ohoiak festivals (text of Denderah ; V. I/iret, 
KTr iii. (1882], iv. (1883], v. (1881] ; Moret, Kinas and Gods, p. 85 ; 
on sprouting Osiris cl. Moret, p. 94 and pi. xi) ; (e) Osiris is also 
revived by simulating on animal rebirth ; the priest who plays 
Anubis lies in a recumbent position— which is that of the foetus 
in the mother's womb— under the skin of some sacrificed animaL 
He symbolizes Osiris being conceived anew, being reborn in 
the hide, and issuing, as if from the matrix, after assimilating 
to himself the life of his sacrificed adversary, Seth (fourth hour 
of day ; Moret, Mystires, pp. 31-34). 

(4) About mid-day, as the result of all these various rites. 
Owls is olive. He is fed with off eringSj adorned, and crowned ; 
ho also recovers the privilege of ‘ creative voice ‘ (mad irw) or 
■Just of voice’ (Mospero), by which he is able to baffle,' all 
dangers, and to create insUmUy whatever in any emergency 
necessity demands. 

Such, in firief, were the proceedings when the 
‘great mystery’ (Seita wr) or other great rites 
{lahw ww) were celehrated. We may conclude 
that the ‘purification’ (afrit) of Osiris mentioned 
by Igemefert (1. 21) as complementary to the 
mysteries celebrated at Abydos was also in itself 
a sacred drama ; it actualized the resurrection of 
Osiris and his rebirth to a life eternal, by a process 
which remained a secret to the majority of men. 

3 . Application to men. — We have fairly precise 
information, therefore, regarding the rites, secret 
or othenvise, which were celebrated in those sacred 
dramas for the benefit of Osiris. Yet such cere- 
monies can deserve the name of mysteries only 
when, spreading beyond the precincts of the temple, 
they extend their efficacy from the god down to 
a certain class of men whom we call ‘initiates.’ 
Did the mysteries of Osiris possess an operative 
power for the man ‘ well informed ’ of them ? The 
author of De Isida et Osiride answers cate- 
gorically : 

‘Isis instituted those mysteries that they might serve as a 
lesson of piety and consolation for the men and women who 
should suffer the same trials ’ (xxvil.). 
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Gods, pp. 179, 192). For the Eleusinian also ‘ to 
die’ (TcXeuTov) was the same as ‘to he initiated’ 
[Te\u(r6ai) (P, Foncarb, Les Mystdres d'Elettsis, Paris, 
1914, p. 66). The course of ‘ trials’ was connected 
with processions, dramatic scenes, and revelations 
disclosed hy the hierophant. Is it overbold to find 
in this Bchenio the outlines of the old Egyptian 
initiation 1 The Isiac baptism corresponds to the 
purifications with water and incense ; the simu- 
lated death and ‘ imperilling of life ’ to the ritual 
death and rebirth ‘under the hide’ in the Osirian 
worship ; the descent into hell to the iournoyings 
of the barge into the west (Amenti) ; the glorious 
reappearance to the final transformation of the 
Osirian dead into the sun E6, or into a ‘follower’ 
of the god Ra, who is borne through the firma- 
ment in the solar barge. Egyptian ‘ initiation ’ is 
described in no text as yet known, but the succes- 
sive episodes mentioneu above are all quoted here 
and there in funeral formulm. Under the Ancient 
Empire the dead hone to ‘wander on the lovely 
paths of the west where the Imahw arc wander- 
ing’; the sCela: from the Xllth' and XVIIIth 
djmasties (Louvre C 3, C 55) describe the admis- 
sion of the ‘consecrated’ {lahii) into the solar 
barge, his sojourn among the gods, and his bliss 
in paradise ; the Book of the Dead and the Book 
of Hades reveal the ways to Hades and the pass- 
words which open the gates. A stela from the 
Xllth dyn. (Munich, n. 40), the interpretation of 
which given by E. Lefibure (PSBA xvi. [1894] 
31) may be accepted, states that certain privileged 
men could ‘ pass under the hide,’ t.c. simulate in 
their lifetime a mimic rebirth (cf. Moret, Mystdres, 
p. 88 ff.). Besides these ritual trials, the postulant 
would attend processions (the funeral stela: speak of 
‘ beautiful festivals of the gods which the defunct 
earns to witness’ ; cf. Schaefer, Mystcrien, p. 22) ; 
e would also be taught a lesson and learn a script ; 
‘lam a lolitti, perfect and well equipped, whoso mouth Is 
learned* (Sethe, ortonden, I, 122); *I know all the secret 
magic of the court’ (i6. p. MS). 

The king in Egypt was indeed the great 
magician, the head of the mysteries (Moret, In 
the Time of the Pharaohs, Eng. tr., London, 1911, 
p. 302), and he was obliged to be, in his lifetime, 
mitiated to the mysteries. Wo know that in the 
course of the Sea festivals, celebrated by every 
king, the rites of ritual death and rebirth were 
executed for his own personal benefit (hloret, 
Mystires, pp. 73-84). Even the foreign kings 
received initiation : when Camhyses entered Egypt, 
he asked to be initiated to the great mystery of 
Neit at Sais (Naophore statue in the Vatican; 
cf. K. Piehl, Inscriptions, Paris, 1897, i. pi. 32 f.). 
Now, the king in Egypt is the typo of the super- 
man, made divine by the rites, whom men resemble 
after death, and wdiom all living try to imitete. 
The initiate {Ima^w), or ‘ devotee of the king,’ 
would probably receive initiation in his lifetime, 
by a special favour of the Pharaoh. 

S. Conclusion. — In brief, the Egyptian mysteries, 
like the Eleusinian and Isiac mysteries, claim to 
prepare for a ‘ good death ’ and to reveal the way 
to re-enter upon a ‘new, blissful life.’ Every 
notion that we have of them is connected with the 
cult of Osiris, who is, in the Egyptian pantheon, 
pre-eminently the ‘dead and resuscitated’ god. 
But we must not forget that every god in Egypt 
had his own mysteries, though we do not know 
them, possibly because the essential theme _ of 
these various secret rites was the Osirian practice, 
which summed up all the Egyptian knowledge on 
the problem of death and resurrection. 

Liteiutobe.— T his Is Bufflclentb- quoted throughout ; on tho 
tikenwsee G. Maspero, ‘Le Tombeau de Montouherkhepeshef,' 
37Anoires de la mission franfaise au Cairc, v. 3 [1893] 435- 
468; N. de G. Davies, Five Theban Tmnbs, London, 1913, 
plates ii.-xri. A. MORET. 


MYSTERIES (Greek, Phrygian, etc.). — ^In the 
present article we shall give a brief account of the 
mysteries which were practised in Greece and the 
Greek lands, both in the earlier times of Greek 
dominance and in the Hellenistic age. First we 
shall set forth the facts, so far as they can be 
recovered and established, in regard to the actual 
religious practices which come under this head; 
afterwards we shall consider what is the general 
character of the mysteries, their tendencies, and 
their influence on thought and life. The more 
systematic and intellectual teachings of pagan 
writers influenced by the mysteries on such sub- 
jects as cosmology and astronomy come under 
other headings ; see CosJioGOKY AND Cosmology 
(Greek), StJN, Moon, and Stars (Greek). Our 
exposition is confined to the main outlines and 
what is tolerably clear. The subject lends itself to 
almost limitless speculations, in which, as a matter 
of fact, those who have written on the mysteries 
have usually indulged. It is very tempting to pro- 
ceed from the known to tho unknown, and to use 
the key of the mysteries to explain a vast deal of 
ancient thought and belief. However legitimate 
such speculations may be, they would be out of 
place here. 

We refrain from speculation with the more 
satisfaction because the only basis on which it can 
be built — the statements of ancient ^vrite^s — is of 
a most flimsy description. All our knowledge has 
to be gained from fragmentary statements by 
writers of late period and little critical power. 
They usually have some point to prove, and do not 
hesitate to colour their statements accordingly. 
As it was of the very essence of the mysteries that 
they were rites done in secret, the nature of which 
it was strictly forbidden to the initiates to reveal, 
it is clear that a number of baseless and worthless 
accounts of them would be in circulation. And 
even the archmological material which in some 
departments of Greek life and history famishes a 
clear and objective test of statements made by the 
writers almost fails us in this field. Inscriptions 
mention at most the public and outward rites of 
the mysteries, not those which were professedly 
secret. And such monuments as Greek vases, 
though they sometimes give us useful hints as to 
ceremonies of initiation and the like, do not reveal 
any secrets. The Christian Fathers, who tell us 
more about the mysteries than pagan writers, are 
perverted by strong prejudices, and lay bare only 
the more repulsive aspects of the rites which they 
mention. 

I. Religious practices.— (a}Bleusinianmysteries. 
— ^By far tho best known, and the most character- 
istic, of the really Greek mysteries were the rites 
celebrated at Eleusis in honour of Demeter and 
her daughter Persephone. We also know more 
about them, as their seat was within a few miles 
of Athens, and the Athenians took the most pro- 
minent part in their celebration. The view main- 
tained by P. Foncart,' that they were imported 
from Egypt, has met with little acceptance. They 
have a long history. Their origin goes back before 
the arrival in Greece of the conquering tribes from 
the north who were called Hellenes. There can be 
little doubt that originally the people of Eleusis, 
whoso land is specially adapted to tho growing of 
com, celebrated on the spot some of those rites 
supposed to increase the fertility of the soil of 
which we find traces in many parts of the world, 
and which were especially at home among the 
primitive populations of Asia Minor. How far 
such simple agrarian rites_ could be regarded as 
mysteries — i.e,, how far their details were regarded 
as the property of partieular families or clans, and 
kept from the view of their neighbours — we have 
1 Les M]/stires d’Elextsis, Paris, 1914. 
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little means of judging. But it was natural that, 
when Greece was overrun by more warlike and less 
civilized tribes from the north, the local clans 
should tend more and more to keep to themselves 
the sacred proceedings on which, as they supposed, 
the fertility of their land depended. 

Then by degrees the old vegetation ritual of 
Eleusis was dragged into the current of the anthro- 
pomorphic reli^on of Greece. Whatever may be 
the meaning of the first syllable of the name 
Demeter, which does not seem to be a mere variant 
of 7 ^ (‘earth’), the latter part of the word, 
(‘mother’), is pure Greek, and marks the incor- 
poration of the worship in that of the Attic deities. 
At the same time the deeds and ritual, the original 
object of which had been merely the furthering of 
the fertility of the boU, became charged with a 
higher meaning, and became an acted parable of 
the relation of the spirit of man to the divine basis 
of the world, and assured to the fiiarai the protec- 
tion of Persephone in the world beyond the grave. 
In the Someric Hymn to Demeter poetry takes 
over the main events of the mythology of Eleusis, 
and works them into a pleasing and artistic form. 
In Greek sculpture and vase-paintings the forms 
of Demeter and Persephone, with their favourite 
Triptolemus, appear continually in the most charm- 
ing art-representations, and the ritual of Eleusis, 
while retaining some of its strange archaic ^se, 
was moulded into an Athenian holiday. Later 
still the philosophers and the reflective poets of 
Athens found in the Eleusinian rites a body into 
which they could introduce such ideas as divine 
retribution and the immortality of the soul. 

In the Homeric Hymn to Demcter, probably 
dating from the 7th cent. B.c,, there is narrated 
the story of the carrying away of Persephone, 
while she gathered flowers in a meadow, by Hades, 
ruler of the world below; and it is told how 
Demeter refused to be consoled for her loss, and, 
to punish gods and men, refused her aid in the 
production of com from the soil. Earth became 
unfruitful, and the human race would have perished 
but for the interference of Zeus, who arranged that 
Persephone should be restored for a time to her 
mother, and should every year pass eight months 
of the twelve on the green earth. The parable of 
the growth of com is transparent. In this hymn 
we see a purely agricultural festival shot through 
with poetry and human interest by the literary 
genius of tne Greeks. But the element of mystery 
IS almost eliminated. The Wmn does not really 
reflect the local worship of Eleusis, which at the 
beginning was probably very crude, but which 
underwent great modifications under the_ influence 
of Athenian religion. It was probably in the 6th | 
cent, that Dionysiac and Orphic elements made 
their way into the cultus and again modified it. 
lacchus, who was a form of Dionysus, became 
thenceforth a chief person in it, though exactly 
how he was related to the oririnal two goddesses 
is not altogether clear. But the pneral result of 
his interposition is manifest. The mysteries of 
Eleusis ceased to be a mere agricultural rite, and 
became more closely concerned %vith the life beyond 
the grave, in which the initiated had great advan- 
tages over those who failed to partake of the rite. 

Certain inscriptions ^ which survive help us to 
reconstmct in a great measure the external sem- 
blance of the rites. Unfortunately the most im- 
portant of these dates from the age of Hadrian. 
But, since that age was conservative and anti- 
quarian, just before the transformation which 
ancient religion underwent in the time of the 
Antonines and the Severi, we may regard it as 
enabling us to recover at least a picture of the 

1 W. Dittenljerger, Syllogf JnecHpticmum ffrcEcarumS. Leiprijf, 
1893-1901 


external ordering of the Eleusinian festival in the 
great time of Athens. 

On the 13th day ot the month Boedromion, the young men 
of Athena were mustered and went in prooession to 
Eleusis, to bring thence in sacred procession what are called to 
trpa, sacred objects required for the solemn procession from 
Athens to Eleusis which took place a few days later. On the 
15th of the month those who wished to become initiates of the 
goddesses assembled, in order to be ranged under the guidance 
of experts called the fiwrayuyof, and to receive instruction 
as regards their behaviour at the festivaU Those only were 
admitted who were free from crime or ignominy ; and purity of 
heart and life was enjoined on the votaries. Absolute secrecy 
as to all that they might hear or see was imposed on them. 

Next took place the ceremonial purifications. These were 
ot two kinds — on the 16tb of the month was prooiaimed the 
ceremonial bathing in the sea (SXaSt uvorai), which was a 
form of purification. Isvter took place the sacrifice of purifica- 
tion, in which each of the pvirroi brought to the goddesses 
their favourite offering, a young pig. 

On the 19th took place the solemn procession of the (iwto* 
and the officials from Athens to Eieusis. IHie cavalcade started 
with the dawn ; but it moved slowly. It convoyed the sacred 
statue of lacchus ; and at many points on the road, according 
to cherished traditions, halts were made and sacred dances 
performed. The fivirrai, as they moved, sang hymns in honour 
ot lacchus. They reached the sacred precinct at Eleusis by 
sun-down, and there had to find shelter and rest in preparation 
for the doings of the next day. Of course, the sacrifices and 
the processions could be seen by all. It was only when Eleusis 
was reached that the veil fell, and thenceforth for four daj-a 
the secret rites, Che nature of which we can very imperfectly 
recover, took place. 

The sacred site at Eleusis has been thoroughly 
excavated by the Greek Archfeological Society, 
and is familiar to visitors to Athens. Its centre 
was the great hall of initiation, in which beyond 
doubt all the rites took place; the mere plan of 
this hall gives ns some evidence, though mostly 
negative, as to the character of the rites. At the 
beginning of the 6th cent, a smaller hall was 
destroyed by the Persians ; and after their retreat 
it was rebuilt on a more magnificent scale. It was 
almost square in form, 170 ft. in length and in 
breadth, with two entrances on each of three sides. 
Round the walls inside ran series of stone seats 
eight ranks high, capable of seating about 3000 
people. The roof, or possibly an upper storey, was 
supported by rows of columns, 42 in number. 
There is no appearance of a raised stage, or of 
underground passages, or any possibility of those 
stage-effects, mysterious appearances and disap- 
pearances, visions of Hades and of future rewards 
and punishments which the earlier modem writers 
on the Greek mysteries commonly assumed to have 
existed. All that took place must have taken place 
out in the midst, with the view of the yim-ai greatly 
impeded by the columns.* 

At the season of celebration there was no moon 
in the evening. The idcmu. fasted by day, and in 
the evening penetrated into the hall through the 
Burroanding gloom. Their religions feelings had 
been greatly stirred, and they were prepared to 
receive strong religious impressions. But how 
those impressions were made we can only con- 
jecture. Sacred movements were performed, while 
the voice of tlie hierophant gave utterance to brief 
statements of an enigmatic kind to which the 
uvarai had to attach such meaning as they conld. 
It is almost certain that Mystery-plays were acted, 
the subjects of them taken from the myth of the 
carrying away of Persephone, and probably from 
some of the more obscure tales in regard to the 
birth of lacchus, his death, and Ins revival. 

Besides the attendance at sacred dramas the iivvrai went 
throngh other rites. They solemnly partook of a draught 
called KVKtur, made of meal and water; they also handled 
certain sacred objects, transferring them from basket to box, 
or from box to basket, according to a fixed ritual ; and at the 
end of the festival they emptied of water some vessels called 
jTXTjiiaxoat, calling on the sky to give rain, and the earth to yield 
her increase. The last action was probably very early In origin, 
being obviously a relio of sympathetic magic, according to 

1 For an account of the sacred place and a plan of the 'hall 
ot initiation' see P. Gardner, JVew Chapters in Greek Biftory, 
London, 1892, eh. xiii. A full and Judicious account of the 
cultus and festival will he found In CGS iii. ch. IL 
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which tho pouring of water, when accompanied hy the proper 
ipell, has a tendency to produce rain. 

The return to Athens, like the sotting out, was public, Tlie 
people of the city came out to meet the returning procession, 
and with dance and song, and with contests In wit and scur- 
rility, the iiwTTiu. returned to their homes. 

Keaders may naturally think that a ritual so 
simple and so wanting in depth of teaching could 
not nave justified the tone in which some of the 
great Greek nuiters have spoken of the mysteries 
of Eleusis. The poet Sophocles and tho painter 
Polygnotus confine happiness in the next world to 
those who had been initiated in tho mysteries of 
Eleusis, that is, probably, so far as their fellow- 
citizens were concerned. Tho Christian Fathers 
evidently look on the mysteries ns in a measure 
rivals of tho Christian hope. And that there was 
an ethical element in them we may judge from 
the speech of Andocides to his judges : ‘ You are 
initiated, that you may punish impiety, apd save 
those who defend themselves from injustice.’ 
Cicero, in his dc Legihus^ expresses tho view that 
Athens had produced nothing better than tlie 
mysteries of Eleusis, not only in regard to tho 
ordering and civilizing of life, but in regard to the 
furnishing of a good hope in death. But it is of 
the very nature of the mysteries, as we shall pre- 
sently see, to produce elfects out of proportion to 
their obvious outward show. 

(6) Andaman and other mysteries . — Tho Elen- 
sinian mysteries were the most notable of those 
of distinctly Greek type. But in the pages of 
Pausanias and of tho Corpus Inscriptionum Grcec- 
arum we come on the tracks of manj' others. In 
fact, it is not possible to draw a rigid line between 
tho public cults of Greek cities and the mysteries, 
since irith many of tho former there were con- 
nected rites which had to be performed in secret. 

E.n., at tho Arrhephorio festival at Athens, tho two Arrhe- 

S hone girls, who had on abode on the Acropolis, ‘place on 
lioir heads objects which the priestess of Athena gives them 
to carry, the nature of which is known neither to the giver nor 
to the bearer. Tho maidens go down by a secret underground 
passage le.ading through a precinct near the temple of Aphro- 
dite in the Gardens. Below they leave their burdens ; and take 
up in exchange something covered up.'* 

In the same way, though tho Attic Thesmophoria 
were among the most noteworthy public festivals, 
there were as part of the festival certain rites 
which could bo performed only by burgher ladies, 
who had to prepare themselves by sexual chastity, 
and were not allowed to reveal them. 

At Andania in Messenia there were celebrated 
mysteries in honour of a group of deities, Demeter, 
Hermes, the Great Gods, Apollo Kameios, and 
Hagna. Hagna (‘the pure one’) is doubtless 
Persephone. Who the ‘ Great Gods’ were may be 
doubted; it is conjectured with probability that 
they were the Kabeiroi [g.v.). In that case, the 
mysteries of Andania must have been a combina- 
tion ; yet Pausanias tells us that they were very 
ancient, having been celebrated by the Messenians 
before the coming of the Laconian conquerors. Of 
the public or visible phenomena of these rites we 
have a very full account in an inscription* which 
has come down to our time. Its date is 91 B.C., 
late in the Hellenistic age; but, as all the rites 
which it prescribes are taken from sacred books, 
they are probably of considerable antiquity. 

The mystery (TtXtT^ is to be celebrated by male and femole 
votaries chosen from among the citizens. There are very 
stringent regulations ae to the drees to bo worn, which must be 
eimple end not adorned with gold. A procession is to be 
arranged, headed by a benefactor named Mnasistratus, the 
priest and priestesses of the deities, the president of the fesUval, 
with other oilicials, and sacred virgins conducting the cars in 
which are arks containing the objects of the mysteries. Tho 
victims for sacrillco follow. Tents are to be set up for the 
visitors, but they are to be of the simplest kind. Next follow 


1 ii. 14. - Pausanias, i. xxvii. S. 

t H. Sauppe, Die ilyeUrieninschriflvon Andania, Gottingen, 
1S60; cf. 0. T. Newton, Essays on Art and Archceotogy, 
London, 18S0, pp. 177-184. 


regulations as to finance, and ns to the sacrifices to be offered, 
which are on a large scale, including, ns one item, a hundred 
lambs. After the sacrifices what remains is to be consumed at 
a sacred banquet partaken of by tho ixitrrat. of both sexes, with 
tho priest and priestesses, the musicians, and the assistants. 
Finally, the male votaries are to draw up and submit to tho 
magistrates a report of the proceedings and the names of the 
transgressors whom it has been necessary to punish. 

This long and minute inscription enables us 
easily to follow the visible course of the mysteries ; 
but it omits precisely the things which would most 
interest us — the course of the secret rites and the 
doctrines which they taught or embodied. 

At Andania, as we have seen, the Kabeiroi had 
a share in the local mysteries. But the most im- 
portant seat of the cultus of these deities was the 
island of Samothrace, where in full summer their 
rites were celebrated. Lemnos was also a seat of 
their worship ; and in recent years a Kabeirion 
has been excavated at Thebes, where have been 
found Greek vases painted with scenes connected 
with the cult, the interpretation of which presents 
great difficulties. It is very difficult, from the 
scraps of information which have come down to us, 
to reconstitute the character of the Kabeiric mys- 
teries. A few points are regarded as made out. In 
the first place, the rites seem to be in origin pre- 
Greek, whether Phccnician or Pelasgic, but they 
were afterwards Hellenized. The deities them- 
selves were known as Axiokersos and Axiokersa, 
a pair, with a child Axieros, and a fourth being, 
called Cadmilos. If we subtract the afiix 'Afios, 
which is doubtless the Greek word meaning ‘ vener- 
able,’ we have Kersos, Kersa, and Eros. But Eros 
here is not, as has often been supposed, the Greek 
deity of love ; the word may be merely the Greek 
Up6s, ‘ sacred.’ By the Islanders two male figures 
of the group were identified with the Dioscouroi, 
Castor and Pollux; and the mysteries certainly 
had a nautical character, the gods to whom they 
belonged guaranteeing to sailors a safe passage 
through the sea. At Thebes, on the other hand, 
the Ivabeiric mysteries seem to have taught some 
lore as to the origin of man and the productive 
powers of nature. But it is of little use to try to 
recover both the dream and the interpretation. 
The matter is fully discussed by L. Bloch, in 
Roscher’s Lezikon, s.v. ‘Megaloi Theoi.’ 

(c) Dionysiac mysteries. — Besides the Greek 
mysteries which belonged to definite places and to 
particular deities, there were others which were 
practised by societies which sprang up in various 
places, and admitted of sometliing like a relimous 
propaganda. These appear to have originated, or, 
at aU events, to have spread, in the 6th cent. — a 
time of great mental progress and unrest. An 
important part in their spread is attributed to 
Pythagoras, a native of Samos, but a Meat 
traveller, whose influence spread ns far as Italy, 
and to Onomacritus, an enigmatic personage who 
dwelt at Athens in the time of Pisistratus, and 
has been regarded ns the author of poems which 
passed under tho names of Orpheus and Musseus. 
The deity with whom these mysteries were speci- 
ally concerned was Dionysus, although iEschylus 
in his Bassarids boldly says that Orpheus was not 
a worshipper of Dionysus but of Helios or Apollo. 

None of the Greek deities was so important in 
the festivals of Athens as Dionysus. And no deity 
takes so many aspects in Greek religion. His 
original seat was in Thrace ; and he seems to have 
been the vegetation-spirit of some of the tribes of 
the north, who worshipped him with rude orgies 
m the mountains Rhodope and Pangeeum. In a 
sort of reaction against progressing civilization 
these ntes spread over Greece, and found a second 
home in Bmotia. From the Bacchce of Euripides 
we may gather their general character, which is 
marked by wild ecstasy, by wandering in the 
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mountains, by the tearing and devouring of sacred 
animals, and by sexual irregularities. They -were 
largely confined to women, and were secret. But 
so far we may regard them as a mere survival of 
barbaric cultus. It is when they are associated 
with the name of Orpheus that they take another 
and a more important aspect. 

(d) Oi^hic mysteries. — Orpheus was regarded as 
a native of Thrace ; and it seems strange that so 
gentle and attractive a figure should be associated 
with so wild a country. But two things may be 
noted : (1) that on the southern shore of Thrace 
there lived from very early times a population 
gentler and more Hellenized, whom the Greeks 
called PoBonians; and (2) that Orpheus did not 
harmonize "with the Thracian religion, and was 
finally done to death by raging Thracian women. 
It would seem that Orpheus, whether an actual 
person or the mere personification of a tendency, 
represents a Greek revised version of the worship 
of Dionysus, in which the savage elements were, 
at least in the better times of Greece, eliminated, 
and religious and philosophic elements implanted 
in it. Some modem ivriters, misled by the analogy 
of Gnostic and heretic sects in the early Christian 
Church, have regarded the Orphics as an organized 
sect with leaders and special rites and doctrines. 
But this is a delusion. The best account of the 
Orphic teachers occurs in Plato : ' 

‘Miere are quacks and soothsayers, who flock to the rich 
man’s doors, and try to persuade him that they have a power 
at command, which they procure from heaven, and which 
enables them, hj’ sacrifices and incantations performed amid 
feastlnn and indulgence, to make amends for any crime com- 
mittedhy the indiridual himself or by his ancestors . . . and 
they produce a host of books, written by Musraus and Orpheus, 
which form their ritual. . . . Their Mysteries deliver us from 
the torments of the other world, while the neglect of them is 
punished by an awful doom.' 

The special fonn of Dionyaiac worship to which 
these people were attached is connected with the 
name Zagreus, which was applied to the chthonic 
Dionysus. The legends which told the story of 
the birth, death, and resurrection of Zagreus are 
of a particularly revolting kind, and Clement of 
Alexandria, who dwells on them, wins an easy 
victory over heathenism. Zagreus was the child 
of an amour of Zeus and Persephone. While still 
an infant he was entrapped by the Titans, who 
attracted him with toys and then tore him to 
pieces and devoured him. Only the heart survived, 
which was rescued by Athene and carried to Zeus, 
who slew the murderers with his thunderbolts, and 
produced from the heart another Zagreus. It is 
not hard to understand how this unsavoury story 
may have been moralized, as other unpleasant 
stories in the sacred books of many nations have 
been. A myth is often interpreted in the light, j 
not of history, but of inner experience. In all of I 
ns, the Orphic teachers maintained, there is a 
divine element not wholly overwhelmed by the 
wickedness of which the Titans are the emblem. 
By innate impurity men are condemned to a cycle 
of births and deaths, the k6k\os rijs yeriffeus, from 
which they can escape and be made fit for com- 
munion Avith the gods only by purification and 
initiation in the mysteries. 

A special feature of Orphism was the careful in- 
structions which it gave as to the route to Hades. 
Certain inscribed gold tablets found near Sybaris 
in Italy, and dating from about 200 B.c.,“ were 
placed in tombs, and furnish to the dead a ^ide 
to the happy part of the ivorld of shades, tmling 
him with u-liat ivords he must address the guardians 
of the spring of memory and other servants of 
Persephone. 

The death and revival of the deity of the mys- 
teries is a feature of the cultus not only of Zagreus, 

1 Sep. p. 304, tr. of J. LI. Davies and D. J. Vaughan'-, Oam- 
18.A8. 
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but of Isis and of Cybele. Osiris was slain by 
Typhon, and Isis searched long before she dis- 
covered his body. The death or self-mutilation of 
Attis, the young favourite of Cybele, and his re- 
birth were recorded in a drama yearly enacted in 
the spring.^ A pine-tree was selected as a symbol 
of Attis, and the identification was completed by 
fastening to the tree an image of the deity. The 
tree was cut down and carried into the sanctuary 
of Cybele, whereon great wailing ensued, and the 
/lia-rai gashed themselves with knives to signify 
their participation in the suffering of their patron. 
On the next day Attis was restored to life. In 
this case ive see clearly that the original meaning 
of the rite was sympathy ivith the death of vegeta- 
tion in the winter and its revival in the spring. 
But from that rite of purely naturalist religion to 
the death to sin and revival to a better life the 
spirit of man passed by a gradual enlightenment ; 
the events in the world of nature became a reflexion 
of the life within. 

Our knowledge of Orphism has been considerably 
increased in recent years through the disooveiy at 
Athens of a precinct of Dionysus which was the 
seat of the worship of a Biaaot called the lobacchi, 
and in it a long inscription which reveals to us the 
constitution of the flloo-or and the character of its 
cult.*“ A great part of the inscription deals with 
the necessary, if not inspiring, subject of finance. 
But we have also record of a curious sacrifice 
performed in the month Elaphebolion. Persons 
selected by lot from among the lobacchi personated 
various deities and heroes, Dionysus, Kore, Palse- 
mon. Aphrodite, and Proteurythmus, and received 
portions of the flesh of the sacrifice. It is con- 
jectured that under the name Proteuiythmns we 
must suppose Orpheus to be intended ; it ivas quite 
a custom of the mysteries’ to celebrate gods and 
founders under names peculiar to the special cult. 
But in this inscription again it is the visible acts 
of cultus that are mentioned, not the meaning 
attached to those acts. 

Maass, in his Orpheus, maintains that the Orphic 
societies were not always attached to the worship 
of Dionysus 5 sometimes other deities, such as Kore 
orHekate, took his place. Any chthonic cult might 
have an Orphic aspect. And the Orphic writings 
were accessible to persons outside the Blaaoi, The 
Orphic hymns wliicli have come down to us are of 
late origm, but it may be that in character they 
reproduce early ones. These hymns, with their 
fantastic cosmogonies, cannot be treated here. 

Approaching the time of the Christian era, we 
find Orpheus in literature and art taking the place 
of a shepherd of souls, who had himself descended 
into the realm of Hades in his search for his wife 
Eurydice and so was able to guide others through 
its perils. Thus we are not surprised to find that 
he often appears in the paintings of the Christian 
catacombs as a symbol or Christ. 

(e) Spread in the age of Hellenism . — The age 
which immediately followed the great conquests 
of Alexander and the establishment of the Greek 
kingdoms of Asia seems to have witnessed the low- 
water mark of religion in Greece and Asia. The 
breaking up of nationalities in the Persian enapire 
necessanly involved the abasement of the national 
religions;' and the victorious Greeks and Mace- 
donians had little to put in their place. In the 
neiv-founded and enlarged cities which arose every- 
Avhere in S. Asia from the Mgean Sea to the 
Ganges, the conquerors introduced the cult of their 
o-wn gods ; teniples_ of Zeus, Apollo, and Artemis 
sprang up, and festivals on the model of those in 
Hellas were instituted. But these cults had little 
vitality; they were encouraged by the rulers fox 

1 Firmicua Maternus, de Etrore profan. rel. 27. 

s See E. W. T. Maass, Orpheus, Munich, 1895, pp. 18-32. 
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merely political reasons, and they took no hold on 
the people. The only forms of worship which had 
any force were the cultiis of the T6xv, or Fortune, 
of cities and the deification of the reigning mon- 
archs, which were not religion at all in the sense 
of an approach to the unseen spiritual powers, hut 
only a glorification of outward success and pros- 
perity. 

Hence we need not bo surprised to find that 
before long, especially in the 2nd cent. B.C., the 
stronger rmigions of W. Asia revolted against the 
Hellenic influence. In India the Gremc deities 
were driven out by Buddhism and Hinduism. The 
religion of the Magi in Persia and Media revived, 
and was adopted by the conquering Parthians. In 
Egypt Isis, with her new consort Sarapis, re- 
covered lost ground. In Judma took place the 
notable revolt under the Maccabees, which placed 
the religion of Jahweh in an unassailable position. 
It was natural that at the same time the mystery- 
religions should have issued from obscurity and 
gained converts in crowds ; for religion is like a 
plant which, when it dies down, sends out from 
the roots fresh shoots. And, as these religions 
embodied a profound tendeney of the age to trans- 
fer the stress of religion from the State-cults to 
private beliefs, they gained from that general in- 
stability of States which made place for the rise of 
Rome. 

In the Hellenistic age there took place in the 
great cities of Hellenic origin the same process 
which is notable in our own days. The population 
flocked into them, and became more and more 
cosmopolitan. Phoenicians and Jews, lonians and 
Italians, followed trade wherever it led. At the 
same time the trade in slaves settled in the 
country districts swarms of captives, Phrygians 
and Thracians, Syrians and Greeks. All these 
incomers brought with them their deities and the 
traditional rites until which they were worshipped. 
From Phoenicia came the cult of Baal and Astarto ; 
from Phrygia came the worship of the great goddess 
Cybele, with whom were associated the effeminate 
Attis and the more majestic figure of Sabazius, 
who combined the functions of the Greek Zeus 
with those of Dionysus. The cult of Sarapis and 
Isis, which had its origin in Egypt, spread in the 
course of the last three centuries B.C. into all the 
great commercial toums. And somewhat later, at 
the beginning of our era, the religion of Mithra, 
which was a curious outgrowth of the old religion 
of Persia, spread westward from Cilicia, and became 
a formidable rival to Christianity, having a great 
hold of the Roman legions. The Jews also made 
many proselytes; and their worship, which ivas 
regarded by the historians of the time as in the 
same class with the other cults which have been 
mentioned, attracted especially the women of the 
wealthier classes. 

It would bo a long and difficult task, and, in 
fact, impossible, to disentangle the complex threads 
of the religions of the age ; we do not know enough 
of the peculiarities of each. There was a constant 
influence of one on another. For example, the 
repulsive rite called tauroholium {q.v.), which 
consisted in bathing votaries in the blood of a 
newly slain bull, seems to belong primarily to the 
worship of Cybele and Sabazius, but it became a 
feature of the cult of Mithra. Apuleius, in his 
curious work. The Golden Ass, is evidently anxious 
to show that the rites of Isis are of a higher and 
better kind than those of Cybele, Hecate, and 
other deities ; but he altogether fails to impress 
on the reaxler wherein this superiority consists, or 
wherein his hero Lucius becomes the better when 
he forsakes other deities to become a votary of 
Isis. The Mithraio religion has been studied 
with the most minute care and good judgment by 
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F. Cumont,^ who has set forth views in regard to 
it which have been generally accepted by scholars ; 
but, in the absence of any extant literature to 
enlighten us, wo have only the vaguest notion 
of the real attraetions of the cult. See art. 
Mithraism. 

2 . General character and tendencies. — All these 
religions, by the very necessity of circumstance, 
were not local or civic, but appealed to men as 
individuals and in ^oups. All of them Avere 
proselytizing, and oflered to mankind, in competi- 
tion Avith one another, a better Avay of life. AU 
that Avo can attempt is to sketch the general 
tendencies Avhich Avere common to them all, so 
that they made a definite class. 

From the point of view of this article, theii 
most important characteristic was that they Avero 
mysteries. One and all belonged to those only 
Avho Avere initiated, and had secret practices and 
doctrines Avhioh it Avas not lawful to reveal. The 
secrecy of the cults carried Avith it the necessary 
consequence that their principles Avere handed 
doAiTi, from generation to generation, by a set of 
priests or hierophants, AA’ho usually claimed exten- 
sive poAvers, and oflered themselves as the only 
legitimate yio.y by Avhich the deities could be 
approached. They held the keys of the gate, and 
by their aid only could the would-be votaries 
attain to a divine communion. We find in later 
classical Avriters — ^Apuleius, Lucian, Juvenal — ^very 
unattractive pictures of these hierophants, Avho 
Avere frequently eunuchs, and made a shameless 
trade Avith sacred things. 

But AA'hat constituted the attraction of these 
societies? Why Avere the priests able to attract 
the men and women Avho Avere dissatisfied Avith 
their lives and anxious for a better hope ? What 
could they ofler to the votaries ? The best ansAver 
may bo given in a single Avord. The great need 
and longing of the time Avas for salvation, cnonjpla. 
Men and Avomen Avere eager for such a communion 
with the divine, such a realization of the interest 
of God in their afiairs, as might serve to support 
them in the trials of life, and guarantee to them 
a friendly reception in the Avorld beyond the grave. 
To attain peace of mind, a position of confident 
hope amid the bloAA’s of circumstance, they Avould 
make trial of any secret cult which came their 
Avay, perhaps of one after another, tmtil they found 
one to satisfy their needs. 

The communion with some sairing deity, then, 
Avas the end of all practice of the mysteries. And 
those of the Gr®co-Roman world had in common 
certain features, as to Avhioh the best modern 
AAiiters have come to a general agreement. These 
features, briefly, are the folloAving. 

The entry into any of the societies, or fflatrot, was 
through certain rites of purification. Wo have 
already seen that this was the case at Eleusis, and 
it seems to have been so in other instances. Some- 
times the purification Avas accomplished by baptism 
in Avater ; sometimes there Avas a more repmsive 
baptism of blood. The blood-purification of Avhich 
Ave hear most was the tauroholium. A more ordin- 
ary purification in Greece Avas that by the blood 
of a sacrificed pig. We must not suppose that, in 
origin, these ceremonies arose out of a sense of 
guut or unfitness for converse Avith the gods. At 
first the uncleanness from which they liberated 
men was only formal, and the rite partook of the 
nature of magic. But by degrees more lofty con- 
ceptions made their Avay into men’s minds ; and it 
is to be supposed that many a votary of Cybele or 
Mithra may have looked back on the blood-bath 
as marking his entry into a better state of exist- 
ence. 

1 TesAn et monuments figuriirelatifsauxmvstiresde Mithra 
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a sacred stone whioli represented the Phrygian 
Mother-goddess was brought from Pessinus to 
Rome, and her worship thus gained a footing in 
the city. Private sooieUes, even among the iiigher 
classes, were formed to carry on her cult. Not long 
afterwards, in 186 D.C., nocturnal festivals attended 
hy many irregularities, held in honour of Dionysus, 
spread rapidly over Italy. The Roman Senate 
regarded the matter in the severest light, and 
many men and women who were denounced as 
having taken part in such rites were put to death ; 
hut the movement was too wide-spread to be 
trampled out. The natural attitude of a patriotic 
Roman towards such religious developments is 
exactly expressed by T. Mommsen : 

' 01 courso all rational men were agreed In the condemnation 
ol these apurioua forms of religion, as absurd as they were 
injurious to the Commonwealth.* l 

It is characteristic of Mommsen that he would 
not recognize that the mixed people of Lower 
Italy might have religious needs which the stiff 
old religion of Rome could not satisfy. The age 
of Augustus saw some revival of the old Roman 
religion, which, however, could not be galvanized’ 
into real life. In the age of the Antonines, and 
still more in that of the Severan emperors, Rome 
and Italy were inundated hy a great variety of 
Oriental religious cults — private cults which had 
no connexion with the State, but were kept up hy 
tkiasi, small coteries of votaries. The ladies of 
the Severan dynasty, Domna, Mmsa, Mama:a, and 
Sosmias, were natives of Emisa in Syria, and 
closely attached to the worship of the Baal there 
venerated — a oultus which Elagabalus, the son 
of Sofemios, introduced as the imperial religion. 
These ladies had talent and character ; and the 
Semitic rites which they favoured became fashion- 
able. But, apart from that, their age was an 
age of syncretism in religion and the sxiperstitio 
imch goes udth it. Many high-born women be- 
came Jewish proselytes. In the later age of Aure- 
lian and Diocletian the religion of Mitlira, which 
had, for reasons which it is hard to discern, be- 
come the ruling cult of the Roman army, u’as 
spread to all the confines of the empire, especially 


Gaul and Germany. Mithraism and the worship 
of the Plirygian Great Mother, which was some- 
how blended with it, were essentially mystery- 
religions. The seats of Mithraio worship were 
caves and underground shrines ; and the rites were 
secret, so secret that we know very little about 
them, though many Mithraic shrines have been 
discovered, and sculptured remains abound. To 
show the prevalence of the ideas of the mysteries 
in this age, we need only appeal to two writers ; 
Plutarch * says that it is from the mysteries that 
we gain our best knowledge of the dcemonic 
element in life ; and Clement of Alexandria, though 
he makes a bitter attack on the pagan mysteries 
as rivals of Christianity, yet chooses to express his 
own faith in phrases borrowed from them : 

•O truly holy Mysteries, O light undefiled. I am led by the 
torch-beerer to be initiated into heaven and God. Through 
initiation I become holy ; the Lord is my hierophant, and as 
photogogos seals the votary for himself.’ ^ 

This brief statement is sufficient to show that in 
the Roman empire the prevalence of the mystery- 
religions is not a Roman development, hut repre- 
sents the suffocation of the Roman spirit. As 
J. Strzygowski expresses it,® the West expires in 
the embrace of the East. It is a process parallel to, 
and contemporaiw with, the conversion of the Roman 
empire to the Christian faith. In the ‘Greek’ 
section (p. 82) Apuleius is quoted; and what is 
there said ns to the influence and character of the 
pagan mysteries and their relation to Christianity 
in the eastern part of the Roman empire, applies 
also in the western part, though the difference 
always subsists that in Greek-speaking countries 
more was made of the intellectual aspects of the 
mj’steries, in Latin-speaking countries of their 
rites and practices. 

LiTEnATDRE.— Four good booliB eerve to guide the student 
through the confused medley of religions in the Roman empire : 
W. W. Fowler, liel. Expenenee of the Roman People, London, 
1811 : T. R. Glover, The Confiiel of Religions in the Early 
Roman Empire, do. 1809 ; S. Dill, Roman Society from Eero 
to Marais Aurelius'^, do. 1805 ; J. RdvUle, La Religion d Rome 
sous les SMres, Pans, 1886. P. GARDNER. 

MYSTERY-PLAYS.— See Miracle -Plays, 
Mysteiues, Morauties, 
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MYSTICISM (Introductory). — ‘ Mysticism,’ in 
common speech-usage, is a word of very uncertain 
connotation. It has in recent times been used as 
an equivalent for two characteristically different 
German words : Mystieismtis, which stands for the 
cult of the supernatural, for theosophical pursuits, 
for a spiritualistic exploitation of psychical re- 
search; and Mystik, which stands for immediate 
experience of a divine-human intercourse and rela- 
tionship. The word ‘ mysticism ’ has, furthermore, 
been commonly used to cover both (1) the first-hand 
experience of direct intercourse with God and (2) 
the theologico-metaphysical doctrine of the soul’s 
possible union with Absolute Reality, ».«. with 
-God. It would be conducive to clarity to restrict 
the word ‘mysticism’ to the latter significance, 
namely, as an equivalent for the German word 

1 Bist. of Rome, Eng. tr., London, 1888, bk. lii. ch. xiii. 


CISM. 

Christian — 

Russian (K. Grass), p. 103. 

Greek — See Mysteries (Greek, Phrygian, etc.), 
Neo-Platonism, Pindar, Plato. 

Hebrew and Jewish (J. Abelson), p. 108. 

Hindu (H. MacNicol), p. 113. 

Muslim. — See SufIs. 

Persian. — See $UFiS. 

Roman, — See Mysteries (Roman). 

Mystik, and as designating the historic doctrine of 
the relationship and potential union of the human 
soul with Ultimate Reality, and to use the term 
‘mystical experience’ for direct intercourse udth 
God. 

First hand, or mystical, experience is primarily 
a psychological question ; the doctrine of mysticism 
is essentially a metaphysical problem. Mystical 
experience is as old as humanity, is not confined to 
any one racial stock, is undoubtedly one of the 
original grounds of personal religion, and does not 
stand or fall with the truth or falsity of the 
metaphysically formulated doctrine of mysticism. 
Mystical experience is marked by the emergence 
of a type or consciousness which is not sharply 

1 de Defectu oraeulorum, xiv. 417 0. 

2 Protrept, 120, 1. 

3 Sleinasieiif I^iprig, lfi03, p. 234, 
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MYSTICISM (Primitive). — Keligious mysti- 
cism in the higher sense of the word, as an intuitive 
and ecstatic union with the deity obtained by 
means of contemplation and other mental exer- 
cises, is very rarely found among primitive races. 
They lack, as a rule, that idea of God as a spiritual 
and universal being wiiich is the theoretical pre- 
supposition of this elevating of the mind ; and 
their lower stage of reflexion does not allow them 
to pass through the series of abstractions and 
psychological analyses ordinarily involved in the 
practices of the mystics. 

Nevertheless, as the idea of gods or ghosts as 
spiritual powers which take possession of man is 
current among the primitive peoples, and in so far 
as the sorcerer’s art actually aims at inducing a 
possessed state of that sort, we very often meet 
with a ‘mystical union’ in the lower sense of the 
word, and, in fact, must regard it as typical of 
primitive religion. 

1. Mana, etc. — ^This is seen most clearly in the 
earlier stages of primitive religion — ^nowadays 
termed ‘pre-animisnc’ — where there is as yet no 
mention of gods or personal spirits, but holiness is 
conceived simply as a number of nnpersonal or 
nndifierentiated poivers reigning over mankind 
and nature, but abiding in some elected persons 
(chiefs or sorcerers) whose nature fits them to be 
the instruments of these powers — the mana of the 
Melanesians, the orenda of the Iroquois, powem 
which, on the one hand, make the chiefs and their 
property tabu, and, on the other hand, enable 
them, without any consecration or other special 
ceremony, to exercise strong influences not only 
on the members of the tribe hut even on nature, 
procuring rain and fertility, or, on the contrary, 
provoking thunder, hurricanes, etc. 

In so far as mana is identical with the tabued 
man’s nature itself (his special soul), we^ can 
hardly speak of a possessed state or of mysticism 
at all. But in some cases the mana is considered 
not merely as a faculty in the individual, but as 
a power tn sc of a certain superhuman character 
which partially takes up its abode in favoured 
persons. As to the Great Spirit of the Algonquins, 
we do not know whether it signifies only the 
powerful humau soul or an independent being. 
At any rate, when the inward power in chiefs or 
sorcerers is conceived as a partaking of a super- 
human power working through their actions, the 
phenomenon must be designated as a case of 
mysticism. And what is especially to be noted is 
that the type of holiness realized by these persons 
is essential^ the same as is shoivn in all mystics 
of the world, viz. a holy man is endowed ivith 
certain gifts (a higher nature) that make him 
godlike — according to the ideas of the godhead — 
or at least enable him to exert influences which 
surpass the ordinary human faculties. 

2. Shamanism. — Most forms of shamanism 
come writhin the sphere of mysticism. The cere- 
monies of the Yakuts in Siberia, as described by 
W. Eadloff {Aus Sibiricn^, Leipzig, 1893, ii. 1 IF.), 
exhibit the manifold endeavours of the shaman to 
communicate with the deity and to penetrate into 
the heavens, in whose highest region UlgSn Bai 
(‘the heavenly god ’) resides. The trances of the 
shaman, produced by means of ecstatic dancing, 
reduce him to a state of unconsciousness in whiclv 
his soul has left the body to unite with the god or 
at least to dwell in his immediate presence. The 
most characteristic moment is the ‘shamanizing’ 
itself. The medium or instrument of this process 
is the shaman’s drum, which he, as a result of the 
marical faculties acquired by his trances, fills 
with demoniac forces; the ghosts of the lower 
world now reside in the drum, by aid of which the 
shaman is able to provide himself and the people 


present with new vital force, to heal disease, 
promote fertility, etc. The mystical element in 
this process is the presence of the divine essence in 
the shaman and his distribution of it to others. 

These shamanistio phenomena are found in 
Arctic Asia and America, and seem to be confined 
to this _ ethnologic and climatic zone ; but, as 
shamanism, at least in its Siberian shape, is 
largely influenced by the great Indo-Iranian re- 
ligions of Asia, especially in regard to mythological 
figures and cosmology, we cannot regard it as a 
genuine type of primitive mysticism. 

3. Fetishism. — A truer illustration is afforded 
by African fetish-priests {gangas, etc.). Accord- 
ing to the record of A. Bastian (Deutsche Expedi- 
tion an die Loango-Kuste, Jena, 1874-75, i. 55 f.), 
the natives of the Loango Coast, in cases of grave 
sickness, send for two priests, who, by means of 
dances round the fire, jumping, and whirling, fall 
into a trance and enter into a state of possession 
during which the voices of the demons inspiring 
them are heard through these skilful ventriloquists. 

A. Medicine-men. — The medicine-men of the 
Inaian tribes in many cases also assume the powers 
of demons by dressing in fantastic garb — hides, 
skulls, masks — and imitating the actions of the 
impersonated demon or animal, its movements, its 
howling, etc. In this way the medicine-man 
directly represents the spirit whose help is wanted. 
He even tries by means of trances, intoxications, 
or sweat-baths to induce a state of unconscious- 
ness in order to lay himself open to the approach 
of the spirit. 

Higher ideas of the godhead, such as have arisen 
among several Indian tribes, endow this relation 
to the spirit with a noble character. C. A. 
Eastman, a bom Indian, bears witness to spiritual 
experiences of a udder range in describing a young 
man’s religious initiation, broadly interpreted in- 
deed, in modem Christian language : 


‘That solitary communion rvith the Unseen which was the 
highest expression of our religious life is partly described in the 
word hambedav, literally " mysterious feeling,” which has been 
variously translated " fasting ” and “dreaming." It may better 
be interpreted as " consciousness of the divine." 

The first hambeday, or religious retreat, marked an epoch in 
the life of the youth, which may be compared to that of con- 
firmation or conversion in Christian experience. Having first 
prepared himself by means of the purifying vapor-bath, and 
cast off as far as possible all human or fiesbly influences, the 
young man sought out the noblest height, the most command- 
ing summit in all the surrounding re^on. Knowing that God 
seta no value upon material things, he took with him no offer- 
ings or sacrifices other than sj-mbolic objects, such as paints 
and tobacco. Wishing to oppear before Him in all humility, he 
wore no clothing, save his moccasins and breech-clout. At the 
solemn hour of sunrise or sunset he took up his position, over- 
looking tlie glories of earth and facing the “Great Mystery," and 
there he remained, naked, erect, silent, and motionless, exposed 
to the elements and forces of His arming, for a night and a day 
to two days and nights, but rarely longer. Sometimes he 
would chant a hymn without words, or offer the ceremonial 
“ filled pipe." In this holy trance or ecstasy the Indian mystic 
found his highest happiness and the motive power of his 
existence. 

When he returned to the camp, he must remain at a distance 
until he had again entered the vapor-bath and prepared him- 
self for intercourse with his fellows. Of the vision or sign 
vouchsafed to him be did not speak, unless it had included 
some commission which must be publicly fulfilled. Sometimes 
an old roan, standing upon the brink of eternity, might reveal 
to a chosen few the oracle of his long-past youth ' (The Soul of 
the Indian, Boston and London, 1911, pp. 6^). 


LirEnATOBE. — ^The facts of primitive mysticism must be 
sought for in the special ethnological works. For American 
shamanism, e.g., see W. J. Hoffman, ‘The MidS'wiwin of the 
Ojibwn,’ in 7 ilBKIT [1891], p. 166, and the works mentioned 
above. General aspects are treated in E. Lehmann, ilysticism 
in Heathendom and Christendom, Eng. tr., lamdon, 1910, 

‘*-*-*- E. Lehmann. 


MYSTICISM (Buddhist). — There is no mysti- 
cism in Buddhism, if the word ‘ mysticism ’ is under- 
stood quite strictly: immediate, non-discursive, 
intuitive, relation with the Absolute, whether 
personal (Christian, Muhammadan, Bhagavata 
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mysticism) or impersonal (Neo-Platonism, Vedanta 
proper). The relations of the mystic •with the 
Absolute, in contradistinction with the mediate 
relations of the devotee through faith, prayer, and 
liturgy, are merely quiescent or passive ; they aim 
at absorption, at the merging of individual thought 
and being in the Absolute ; and the process is 
carried on under the impulsion, the guidance, the 
grace, the essential attractive power of the Abso- 
lute. 

There is no Absolute according to all the ‘ortho- 
dox’ forms of Buddhist thought — whether Little 
or Great Vehicle — and, therefore, there is no Bud- 
dhist mysticism. 

But the word ‘ mysticism ’ may be, and as a matter 
of fact often is, employed with less accuracy, and it 
frequently covers tlie whole field of extra-rational 
intuitions and ^‘actices by which some supra- or 
extra-rational aim is obtained, as well as the fan- 
tastic cosmological theories of the stages by which 
the soul ascends to the Absolute.* Methods of 
concentration of thought, trances, ecstasies, are, 
in fact, usually found along with a thoroughgoing 
mysticism, the auxiliary and preparatory part of 
the or attainment of knowledge ; and, where 
such practices are found, there is ‘ mysticism,’ even 
where the essential oharacteristic of mysticism, 
immediate, intuitive relation ivith the Absolute, 
is wanting. 

(1) It should be observed that, if Buddhism 
ignores every positive and real Absolute, it has an 
tmsolute aim, viz. the destruction of the ‘contin- 
gent,’ of the ‘caused e.vistence’ (sams^ta); the 
obtaining of the * uncaused’ (asamskria). Merging 
into nothingness is, in Buddhism, the counterpart 
of the ‘ merging into the One ’ of the Vedanta or 
Neo-Platonism. Buddhism agrees with monism 
so far as the relative or contingent is concerned. 
The difference is evident enough : no immanence, 
no attractive power, can be asserted of the ‘ not to 
be reborn ’ ; and, when the texts say that ‘ there is 
an Unborn [aiata), an Uncaused, an Immutable,’ 
they mean only that there is a way leading to the 
death •without rebirth. But the fact is important 
that nirvana is described in ‘mystic’ phrases — 
borrowed from Brahmanism. 

(2) To realize its aim, the ‘most orthodox’ Bud- 
dhism relies on rationalistic devices. It cannot be 
too much emphasized that Buddhism pretends to 
be rationalistic and ‘scientific,’ though it need 
hardly be said that the reason and science of India 
in the 6th cent. B.O. are not in every way our 
re.ason, our science. 

Many of the current Indian theories of cos- 
mology and science, especially medical science, are 
treated as accepted facts in all the Indian philo- 
sophies, But on the basis of their own standard of 
scientific knowledge — transmigration, e.g., is a 
scientific fact — the Indian philosophies developed 
consistent and logical systems, using legitimate 
methods of evidence and proof, and (excepting the 
purely orthodox ritualism) rejecting sacrifice as a 
means. 

Primitive Buddhism, like the orthodox systems, 
was entirely rationalistic, differing only in method, 
in that it refused to give any answer to certain 
ontological questions which it considered useless, 
and in more rigid accuracy, at least sometimes, 
putting blame and ridicule on the people who 
endeavour to be reborn in Brahma’s heaven. No- 
body has ever seen Brahma, not even the of 
old. Buddha condemns the principle of authority, 
and explains in so many •words that the Truths 
are of no avail, when they are accepted on his 

1 Such s theorj- ol stages Is not Sn itself more mysHcsl then 
»oy other coamological theory, but It may hare a basis in 
mysticistn in so far as it originates in an attempt to represent 
locoliy the different degrees of concentration in trance. 


authority, when they have not been ascertained 
and realized by personal effort. Buddha knows 
only observable facts : ‘ given the colour and the 
visual organ, there is visual knowledge, . . . there 
is_ desire, there is act, there is rebirth,’* and he 
■will be satisfied when he has found the therapeutic 
of desire— -as a good physician who does not care 
for metaphysics : physics are a large enough field, 
when the patient is suflering. 

But, in the Indian systems, beside the rational- 
istic method was the method of trance, devices 
intended to produce ecstasy in which the Truth is 
realized. In Buddhism the goal is not reached by 
this means. The practice of trance, however, may 
form a part of the training in winning the detach- 
ment necessary for realizing the Truths, and thus 
it may have its place in the therapeutic of desire. 
Trances are therapeutically indifferent : when un- 
dertaken ivith desire, in order to obtain advantages 
in this life or reward in another birth, they are 
bad— from the point of view of the aim to he 
obtained, i.e. nirvana. When undertaken in order 
to strengthen the power of thought, the power of 
will, or to confirm the knowledge obtained by dis- 
cursive means, trance is good ; and some Buddhism 
willingly admit that it cannot be dispensed ivith. 
There have been monks addicted to dhyana, who 
were opposed to the partisans of the rationalistic 
study of dharma, as we know by a single reference. 

The knowledge which liberates from rebirth is 
not a gnosis ; it is the deliberate and true apprecia- 
tion of the natural impermanency of things, of the 
natural painfulness of life. It is a ' correct act of 
attention ’ {yoniio nianasikara). Such knowledge 
cuts the roots of desire and, therefore, of life. 

Trances do not confer on the ecstatic an increase 
of knowledge, a more acenrate or a more extended 
intelligence of the nature of suffering.* They con- 
fer a firmer knowledge, which enables the ecstatic 
to look always at things as they are, without 
being ever deceived by their apparent stability or 
pleasantness. After again and again practising 
the ohibhabMvana, the beauty and the flesh of a 
woman are no longer seen, hut only the skeleton 
and the follo’wing putrefaction. Wnen a man has 
practised the concentrations of ‘ the realm of non- 
matter ’ (arupyasamdpatti), he forgets how to see 
colours, how to hear sounds, how to smell odours, 
and becomes inaccessible to the desires which are 
horn from the senses ; through such concentrations 
he may obtain the privilege of remaining for cen- 
turies in the highest heavens; but a Buddhist 
looks at them as useful steps towards arAat-ship. 
Moreover, concentration, whatever its object, gives 
to the mental organism a special ■vigour; to look 
at something bine till one sees the ‘ blue ’ iivith the 
closed eyes does not, by itself, eradicate desire ; 
hut it is an excellent device, because it makes the 
beginner fit for better and more specific exercises — 
the contemplation of the Truths, But trances, as 
they are of no avail when they are not guided and 
dominated by the ‘ correct act of attention,’ are by 
no means inuispensable. To obtain deliverance, it 
was enough for Gautami the Meagre to understand 
that ‘ death is the end of life,’ and to realize, merely 
by the sight of the dying out of the lamps of the 
convent, the universal rule of decay. 

(3) It may he observed that the position of pen- 
ance (tapas) and devotion [bhakti) is parallel to the 

osition of concentration or ecstasy ; like the latter, 

oth penance and devotion are secondary. 

A certain amount of asceticism {brahmacharya), 
in the sense of abstinence from physical pleasures, 

i Satfiyutla, passim. 

» Bee, however, 0. A. F. Ehys Davids, Buddhist Psychologv, 
Dondon, 1914, p. 125 f. (on the praJHd and the ‘supernormar 
consciousness). There is In the attainment o! the lour Troths 
a mystical element. They roust not merely be known (tnjnata) 
but reallied (sWkfdtirta). 
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is indeed necessary, and there cannot be hope of 
eradicating desire if a man lives in the very fire of 
passion, t,c. in secular life, or transgresses the 
moral rules (^la ) ; hut itla and penitential observ- 
ances (vrata) are by themselves not merely of no 
avail, but form one of the bonds {samyojana) 
broken by the converted. Nevertheless, Buddha 
does not reject penance, and some of his disciples 
are indeed very good ascetics, living in cemeteries, 
eating just enough not to starve, and keeping 
similar rules (tfAwia-precepts), -which, according to 
tradition, Buddha permitted, hut refused to make 
compulsory. 

On the other hand, devotion to the Master is 
utterly meaningless and deceitful to one who does 
not know the Trath : ‘ Anyone who sits near me, and 
even touches my garment, if he does not see the 
Law, is indeed very far from mo ' ; hut, when the 
theoretical and rigid Udayin rebukes the simple- 
Eouled Ananda : ‘ Why do you care for the cosmical 
power of the Master!,’^ Buddha rebukes Udayin: 
‘If Ananda were to be reborn, ho would obtain, 
owing to his confidence in my power, seven heavenly 
births, seven births as a king ; hut he -will bo in this 
life liberated from existence.’ 

The consistent adherence of historical Buddhism 
to its rationalistic tenets, coupled with its compre- 
hensiveness — ^Buddhism makes allowance for the 
mysticism, asceticism, and devotion which are per- 
manent features of Indian life and thought — ex- 
plains the longevity of the True Law, brom the 
earliest times to the rising of Amitabhism and 
Tantric MahiiyRna there hasbeenno transformation 
of the essence of the True Law, the whole of which 
is summarized in the four Truths; but there has 
been a largo development of all the subsidiary 
elements. 

Lt-nouicR*.— C A F. Rhys Davids, BuddhCtl Ptyehologv, 
London, 1914, p. 112ff. ; and the art. Taiitci (Buddhist). 

L. DE LA VALLfiE PoussiN and E. J. Thomas. 

MYSTICISM (Chinese),— The theories of Lao- 
tse (Laooius) bear many resemblances to the Brah- 
manical philosophy, and present man^arallels to 
the teaching of the Greek mystics. BTis theme is 
Tao, a term already familiar to Chinese thought 
long before his time (6th cent. B.C.), but Avhich he 
informed with a new and transcendental meaning, 
so profound as to render any comprehensive defini- 
tion of it impossible, Tao is the Ultimate Keality, 
anterior to and higher than heaven, existing before 
time began, and precedent to the manifested God. 
It is the principle or law of nature, eternal, un- 
changing, and all-pervading, and as such must 
have exwted prior to any personification, which 
can only be regarded as a development and cor- 
porate expression of that principle. It is the First 
Cause of all existence, manifesting itself in the 
creator and the visible universe. The idea of the 
creator, as expressed by theists, is, almost inevit- 
ably, influenced by anthropomorphic conceptions, 
but Lao-tse attempted to go a stage backward, 
and to picture a condition of things when the only 
existence was that of Tao, the principle or law 
which is the root of all phenomena, and by which 
all nature is ordered and controlled. No name or 
title was adequate to describe this principle, and 
Lao-tse was forced to content himself -with the 
ambiguous term Tao, i.e. ‘ the way,’ or the prin- 
ciple in operation, as reflected in the course of 
nature, a term which later exponents of the Tao- 
istic school applied in a somewhat different manner. 
This principle is devoid of personality, and is Avith- 
out any of the attributes which are associated with 
humanity, including that of consciousness ; in other 
words, its action is represented as necessary and 

r Aftguttara, 1. 227 ; the voice of a TathSgata goes through 
the complete universe of 1,000,000,000 worlds. 


automatic. It can be defined only in negative 
terms, such as ‘colourless,’ ‘soundless,’ ‘im- 
material,’ for the reason that it is invisible, in- 
audible, intangible. Lao-tse Avas most anxious, 
it Avould seem, to avoid the possibility of his Tao 
being regarded as, in any sense, comp.arable Avith 
the various deities which Avere supposed to preside 
over the several departments of nature and those 
Avhich Avere associated Avith the names of deceased 
individuals, producing that very element of division 
and decentralization which was the antithesis of 
his idea of centrioity and unity. His conception 
of creation was that out of Tao, the eternal 
ultimate principle, came the One, i.e. the Great 
Monad, or material cause of the universe ; the One 
produced the tAvo primary essences, the pang and 
the yin (= positive and negative), representing and 
embracing all the ^eat antinomies, male and 
female, light and shade, etc., and these gave birth 
to the three poAvers of nature — heaven, earth, and 
man — ^Avhose co-operation resulted in the production 
of all creatures. Tao is not only the ultimate 
source of all existence, but it pervades, influences, 
and harmonizes all the phenomena of nature, and 
its quiet but all-effective operation is the exemplar 
upon Avhich all human activities should be modelled, 
in contradistinction to the bustling ofificiousness 
and blustering self-assertiveness AA’hich Avere char- 
acteristic of his times, and Avhich had Avrought 
such havoc in national and social conditions, '^is 
is the groundwork of Lao-tse’s philosophy, and 
supplies the motive of his theory of inaction, or 
non-interference, Avhich occupies so prominent a 
place in the Tao-Teh King, and Avhich is intended 
to inculcate the importance of attaining that com- 
plete vacuity and extinction of desire Avhich alone 
can induce to the possession of Tao, and the entire 
surrender of man’s oeing to its all-notent influences, 
with the result that the advanced scholar becomes 
exempt from the trammels of matter and the 
limitations of space and time. The line of argu- 
ment thus faintly sketched was the natural reaction 
of Lao-tse’s despondency at the political chaos of 
the period of the ChoAV dynasty in which he 
lived ; the internecine struggles of the petty States 
Avhich composed the empire ; the race tor advance- 
ment which characterized the official classes ; and 
the abandonment to pleasure and licentiousness 
which was almost universal in the case of those 
who had the opportunity of indulging themselves. 

There is little or no theological element in Lao- 
tse’s philosophy, and the place which he gives to 
heaven is subordinate and secondary, contrary to 
the earlier usage Avhioh represented Tao as an 
attribute of heaven. The conc^tion of God was 
of little consequence, since he did not anticipate 
the possibility of approach to or affinity Avith Him, 
but, since his aim is to glorify Tao as the supreme 
principle, and model, he naturally decided on 
giving it the paramount position. His disciple, 
Chuang-tse (Sancius), however, approximates more 
closely to the orthodox opinion, regarding T'ien, or 
God, os the great First Cause, and Tao as the 
virtue or manifestation of the divine First Prin- 
ciple, which he, in one passage, describes as the 
‘ happiness of God.’ It would seem that Tao, Avith 
Sancius, Avas equivalent to the Teh of Lao-tse, 
t.c. the virtue, or transmitted energy of heaven, 
whilst Tao is its inherent principle. The verdict 
of posterity was in favour of Chuang-tse’s inter- 
pretation, and later Taoism was developed on the 
theological side, until its final concretion in a 
Taoist pantheon. 

IFao is the natural heritage of man, but, in the 
majority of cases, that inheritance has been set 
aside by other interests. The quest of Tao may, 
and must, be undertaken, if men are to regain 
that tranquillity, that complete contentment, 
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before the beginning of the Christian era Taoism 
had already degenerated into a system of magic. 
Later developments -witnessed the -worship of Lao- 
tse, -with sacrificial accompaniments ; ancT succeed- 
ing generations betrayed an ever-descending scale 
of deterioration and degeneration. At the end of 
the 5th cent, temples and monasteries -were estab- 
lished, in imitation of Buddhist institutions, and 
the approximation of the t-wo systems continued 
until it became a matter of difficulty to distinguish 
bet-ween them, and Buddhist and Taoist ‘priests’ 
are employed at the same time for the conduct of 
funeral ceremonies, etc. 

The foregoing outline of Chinese mysticism, as 
represented by its most characteristic exponents, 
-wul suggest many points of contact with Western 
systems, notably that of Plotinus, -with which it is 
in agreement on (a) the subject of the ultimate 
unity, which is inaccessible to knowledge and 
can be apprehended only by an intyitive instinct, 
illuminated by occasional lapses into a state of 
ecstasy, such as ore illustrated in various passages 
in the writings of Lieh-tse and Chuang-tse; and 
(6) the view tlmt the Ultimate Source of all exist- 
ence cannot be identified ivith the whole or any 
part of the material universe, being itself above 
existence, and, from a material point of -view, non- 
existent. The idea of the immanence of the deity 
in creation, which was upheld by the Confuoian 
school, is condemned by the Taoists. 

The doctrine of relativity, suggested by Lao-tse, 
is developed -with great freedom and boldness by 
Chuang-tse, who argues from this standpoint the 
utter Slusiveness of sense-knowledge. The so- 
called ‘contraries’ are all, in a sense, identical, 
because of the ‘all-embracing unity’ which is 
behind them. The inference from this doctrine is 
that ‘virtue implies vice,’ and that they are in- 
separable, so that to aim at being ‘virtuous,’ in 
the conventional phrase, is less admirable than to 
remain quiet and unaffected by external things. 

The four characteristics of mysticism which are 
outlined in W. R. Inge’s Christian Mysticism 
(London, 1899) are faithfully portrayed in the 
system -with which we are here dealing, viz. (1) eso- 
teric knowledge, based upon the deposit entrusted 
by Lao-tse to the "Warden of the Western Pass, and 
the mystic principles which can be learned only in 
silence and subordination at the feet of an expert ; 
(2) quietism, which underlies the whole teaching 
of the Tao-Teh King, and is the logical application 
of nature’s principles to human conduct ; (3) intro- 
spection, vmich alone can produce that mental 
vacuity which induces to the full possession of Tao, 
and which excludes the intrusion of the material 
objects of sense and desire — a persuasion which 
contributed, in the later developments of Taoism, 
to a great increase of asceticism and renunciation ; 
(4) contempt and neglect of material things, which 
is reflected in the paradoxes of all the great Taoist 
teachersi in their disdain of pomp and riches, their 
condemnation of governmental methods and of 
education, and their depreciation even of the con- 
ventional ‘virtues.’ 

LiTEttATCWt. — ^T. Watters, ‘lao-tzu, A Study In Chinese 
Philosophy,’ In The Chinese Recorder, Foochow, 1868, repub- 
lished, London, 1870; J. Chalmers, Laou-tsze, Honckong, 
1868; R. K, Douglas, Confiteianism and Taoisrn, London 
1889; J. Legge, SEE xxxix. 11891], xl. 11891]; P. Cams, 
Carum oT Reason and Virtue {Lao-Tze’s Tao teh king), Chicago, 
1903; surgeon Medhurst, The Tao Teh Ching, do. 1903; 
E. H. Parker, China and Religion, London, 1905; H. A. 
Giles, The Sayings of Lao-tzu, do. 1911, Taoist Teachings, do. 
1912 ; ilusings of a Chinese Mystic, with Introd. by Giles, do. 

W. Gilbert Walshe. 

MYSTICISM (Christian, NT). — The mystical 
aspect in the NT is the best available illustration 
of the position taken above (Mi'STICISM [Intro- 
ductory]). The NT contains a very slender show- 


ing of mysticism in the technical sense. Hellenic 
influence, so far as it is in eridence here at all, is 
of a Stoic tendency rather than a Platonic.^ The 
finite human spirit is conceived, especially in the 
Pauline writings of the NT, as environed by the 
divine Spirit and as capable of being flooded and 
filled to all fullness -with God. No sacred ‘ mystic 
way ’ is indicated, but all souls lie open-windowed 
to God and may have a revelation of Him, ‘ the 
eyes of the heart being enlightened.’ 

Christ’s oivn personal experience, as it comes to 
light in the Gospels, is the supreme model of true 
mystical experience. All His words and acts are 
penetrated with an infinite depth of experience and 
are fused with a warmth and intimacy of direct 
fellowship -with God. He reveals an interior sense 
of life which explores and possesses new depths of 
reality and which releases for Himself and others 
new energies by which to live. The active forces 
of His will appear always to sp^g from a life- 
conjunction with the Beyond. His ethical ideals 
— ^in the Sermon on the Mount, e.g . — are inherently 
bound up with His prayer-experience. The king- 
dom that is to come is the growing sway of the 
-will of the Father to whom He prays, and it is 
possible only through expanding correspondence 
with a world of higher forces and of perfect condi- 
tions. The ‘ altered fashion of countenance,’ the 
transfigured form and face, -which marked His 
prayer-experience before the journey to Jerusalem, 
18 such an experience as might well attach to a 
supreme crisis of personal decision. Prayer of 
illumination, altered face, changed form, glorified 
figure, the radiation of light, have marked many 
mystics, and these features seem to have character- 
ized the Master as He adjusted His soul to the 
unseen realm, as He formed His momentous de- 
cision to be faithful unto death in His manifesta- 
tion of love. The agony of sweat as He rose, in 
the shadow of the Cross, to the experience of com- 
munion and fellowship of sufl’ering with His Father, 
and was enabled to cry ‘Abba,’ is psychologicaUy 
true to nature and bears the genuine mark of 
mystical experience. 

The most important fact of this personal life, 
which ever since has poured streams of power into 
the life of the world, is its complete adjustment to 
a realm of unseen reality, and its consciousness of 
correspondence -with a personal heart and will, 
constituting the essence of that unseen realm. 
Through all the story and behind all the teaching 
is the inner fact of personal experience of God. 
In great moments of mtercourse there is a flooding 
consciousness of sonship rising even to the audition, 
‘This is my beloved son,’ and in times of strain 
and tragedy the onward course is possible because 
the Abba-experience is absolutely real. A syn- 
optic writer has reported a saying, which may 
indeed be coloured by later theology, but which 
declares a central truth; ‘No man knoweth the 
Father save the Son ’ (Mt 11=^). Only a son knows 
a father ; the way of inner love-experience is the 
only way to the secret. This primary feature of 
mystical experience seems to be the very warp and 
woof of Christ’s inner life. 

Our accounts, even in the Synoptics, indicate 
that it was the consciousness of a divine Presence 
that built the apostolic Church. Such sayings as 
‘Lo, I am with you alway,’ ‘Where two or tiiree 
are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst, are saturated with group-experience 
and the early account in Acts of meetings ‘in the 
upper room, and of ‘ the Agape,’ shows the richness 
and inner power of an invisible fellowship. Even 
when we allow for a legendary strand in the early 
narratives, we still find ourselves confronted in 
Acts with unmistakable evidences of the extra- 
ordinaiy revelation of spiritual forces in the early 
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faith once delivered. The idea of teaching by 
■women -was ridiculed by their opponents, and it 
■was pointed out that the phenomena wore those of 
‘possession.’ It is interesting to notice that these 
prophets prepared themselves for ecstasy by empty- 
ing their mind of all thought [iKoitriot a/iaOla), and 
this state was succeeded by an uncontrollable 
frenzy [iKoiam fiavla. (Apollinarius, ap. Eus. 

HE V. xvii. 2). Tertullian tells us (dc Exhort. 
Castitatis, x., one MS) that placing the head down- 
wards was a preparation for hearing voices. An 
adversary of the Montanists, Miltiades, wrote a 
book, Hov) a prophet ought not to speak while in 
ecstasy. Tertulhan’s defence, do Ecstasi, in seven 
books, is lost. The theory originated by Ritschl, 
and at one time popular, that Montanism was a 
recrudescence of primitive ‘ enthusiasmus,’ has no 
support in extant sources. See art. Montanism. 

Clement of Alexandria (+ c. 215) is the first 
Christian writer on mystical theology. Against 
the gnostic lecturers, who pretended to teach a 
secret doctrine handed down to them by disciples 
of the apostles, the recipient of which was raised 
to a higher level than the ordinary Christian, and 
became a ‘ knower ’ or ‘ gnostic,’ Clement delineates 
the true ‘ gnostic’ or ascetic, whose elevation above 
others is not acquired by human learning hut by 
mortification and contempt of the world, and 
implies a life of self-conquest and of contemplation 
of God. From PhUo Clement has borrowed the 
idea that God is to be sought, as Moses sought 
Him, in the darkness (Strom, ii. 2 and v. 12) — a 
sayiM which paves the way for the Areopagite 
and St. John of the Cross. God is to be reached 
by faith and by abstraction : 

•Going forth by analysis to the First Intelligence,' taking 
away depth, breadth, length and position, leaving a monad, 
then abstracting what Is material, 'it we cast ourselves into the 
vastness of Christ, thence if we proceed forward by holiness 
into His immensity, we may in some fashion enter into the 
knowledge of the ^mighty, recognising not what He is, but 
what He is not' (ti. v. 11). 

This is the familiar via neqationis of reasoning ; 
but Clement means more than the attainment of 
an abstract ideal. The search, he goes on, is un- 
seen and urvisible ; the grace of knotvinw (yvwtnt) 
is from God through His Son. For God has no 
shape or place or motion or state or seat or right 
or left ; tne First Cause is not in space, but above 
space and time and speech and thought. The first 
stage of the quest (which corresponds to the three 
days of Abraham’s journey) is the perception of 
beauties ; the second is the desire of tne good soul ; 
in the third the mind sees spiritual things, ‘the 
wes of the understanding being opened by the 
Teacher who rose again the third day.’ But this 
is not to see God as He is, which cannot be in this 
life (Strom, v. 11-13). In vii. 3 the contemplation 
of the gnostic is again spoken of (see also vii. 13), 
and vii. 7 deals with his continual prayer. This 
high contemplation is a special gift : 

‘Whether it is the Father Himself who draws to Himself 
every man who lives purely, and has gone forward to the 
Intuition (eio'oia) of the blessed and incorruptible Nature, or 
whether our own free ■will, having arrived at the knowledge of 
the good, leaps and jumps over the boundaries (as the gj-mnasta 
say), at any rate It Is not without a special grace that the soul 
wii^ its way and Is raised above what Is above it, putting 
aside all that has weight ' (v. 13). 

In contemplation (Bewpla) the divine image is sealed 
upon the soul, which was made in God’s image, by 
tne Son, who is the perfect Image, 

' BO that the gnostic becomes a third image (elcili'), as far as 
may be, being made like unto the Second Cause, unto that 
which is truly Life, by which we live the true life ’ (vii. S). 

Origen (t 251) frequently refers to contemplation, 
and many times distinguishes the two lives, the 
active and the contemplative, which he was possibly 
the first to compare with Martha and Mary as their 
types (frag. 80 tn Joann., ed. E. Preuschen, Berlin, 
1903, p. 647). He often speaks of rising above 


sense and figures and shadows to one mystical and 
unspeakable vision (e.g., in Joann, xiii. 24, 
Celsum, iii. 56). He lived with his disciples a 
life of asceticism, resembling that of the monks 
later on (of. F. W. B. Bornemann, In investiganda 
monachatus origine quihus de causis ratio habenda 
sit Origenis, Gbttingen, 1884), and he claims that, 
by abstinence and discipline, communion with God 
and prophecy and other ‘ spiritual gifts ’ can be 
attained. In an interesting passage he quotes the 
pagan Celsus’s taunt, that no Christians would 
understand his mysticism, when he announced to 
them : ' If you close up the senses and look up 
with the mind, and if you turn from the flesh, and 
awaken the eye of the soul, thus, and thus only, 
shall you see God.’ Origen replies that this is just 
what the true Christian does. When the eyes of 
Adam and Eve were opened (Gn 3’), their inner 
eye was closed, but Christ came that those who 
see not may see, and that chose who see may be 
made blind ; and, in fact, by this shutting of the 
eyes of sense and opening of the better eye, God 
and His Son, who is Word and Wisdom, are 
contemplated (c. Cels. vii. 39). 

A now period opens with the development of 
monachism in the 4th century. Thousands fled 
from the world, not merely to avoid temptation, 
but in order to attain perfect purity of mind and 
body and, in particular, punty of prayer, the 
prayer without images, which is so often mentioned 
in the Lives and apophthegmata of the Fathers. 
Retirement was necessary for contemplation (Basil, 
Eeg.fus. Tr. 5f.), and contemplation was the one 
thing necessary for the monk (Cassian, Coll. i. 8, 
X. 7 ; Basil [!], Const, mon. 1). The founder and 
model of Egyptian monachism, St. Antony, some- 
times remained all night in ecstasy {‘in excessu 
mentis’) and complained when snnnse interrupted 
his prayer (Cassian, Coll. ix. 31) ; 

‘And he also delivered this celestial ond more than human 
Judgment os to the end of proyer : “That prayer is not perfect 
In which the monk understands himself or bis own prayer”' 
(ft.). 

This famous sentence applies in some measure 
to all mystical prayer, even its inchoate degrees. 
St. Athanasius tells us practically nothing of 
St. Antony’s contemplation, but dwells upon the 
attacks made on the saint by devils (these re- 
mind us of many later instances, including the 
Curd d’Ars), and diabolical appearances in every 
form. Antony’s power over demons is paralleled 
by many subsequent saints — e.g., St. Benedict and 
St. Ignatius. 

The Conferences of Abbot Isaac on prayer, re- 
ported by Cassian (+ c. 435), have had enormous 
influence. He teaches that monastic life tends to 
uninterrupted prayer and purity of thought (Coll. 
ix. 2). Prayer is multiform, and its kind depends 
on the degree of purity attained, as well as upon 
accident and industry, so that it is not uniform 
(ix. 8). Out of any form of prayer most fervent 
and fiery prayers may surge up, so that the soul, 
after the manner of an incomprehensible and de- 
vouring flame, flies forth beyond all things, and 
pours out unspeakable prayers, which the Holy' 
Ghost supplies, so that not only the mouth cannot 
speak them all, but the mind cannot recall them 
afterwards (ix. 15). This fiery prayer, kno^wn to 
few, and ineffable, transcends all human sense, and 
is described by no sound of voice or movement of 
tongue ; but the mind is illumined by a celestial 
light (ix. 25). Tears are a OTace, but not when 
they are forced (ix. 28-30). 'The means of attain- 
ing to continual prayer, so far as this is possible, 
is by short but fervent prayer. The most useful 
vacillation is ‘ Deus, in adjutorium meum intende ; 
pomine, ad adjuvandum me festina’ (x. 9f.). It 
is wrong to have any imaginary form of (iod before 
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than any ■writer ; and the desire is joy ; ‘ for he 
■who desires, though liis tongue is silent, yet sings 
in his heart ’ (on Ps 86). St. Augustine’s descrip- 
tion of the active and contemplative lives, typified 
hy Peter and John {in Joann, tract, cxxiv. 6), and 
his long discussion and classification of visions — 
corporal, spiritual [i.c. imaginary), and intellectual 
{de Genesi ad litt. bk. xii.) — are classical. 

St. Benedict (t c. 643), whose Rule for religious 
life was to he almost universal in the West until 
the 13th cent., says but little about contemplative 
prayer {Frol, in Ecgulam, fin., 62, etc.). He in- 
sists upon the conditions for it — separation from 
the world, obedience, silence, and, above all, 
humility, which will lead the monk to perfect 
charity (Beg. 7). He continues the tradition that 
prayer should be brief and ‘ pure ’ (29). He would 
have sent an inquirer in the first place to Cassian 
and the Sayings of the Fathers (cf. 42, 73). 

The two writers within the Patristic period 
whose influence was greatest upon the Middle Ages 
are incontestably pseudo-DionysiusJand St. Gregory 
the Great, the former at the end of the 6th cent., 
the latter at the end of the 6th. Dionysius is 
first quoted by Monophysites ; but be became an 
authority in East and West, and was long regarded 
as the chief of the Apostolic Fathers. His works 
form a system, of which the tiny treatise Of Mysti- 
cal Theology {PL exxii. 1171) is the climax. He 
carries on the tradition of the Greek Fathers, and 
probably knew the passage of St. Gregory of Nyssa 
referred to above ; but he is influenced mainly by 
the Neo-Platonist, Proclus, from whom he has 
been shown by J. Stiglmair to borrow largely (Dos 
Avfkommen dcr psendo-Dionysischen Schriften, 
und ihr Eindringen in die christliche Litteratur 
bis zum Latcranhonzil 649, Feldkirch, 1895 ; also 
ByzantinischesZeitschrift, yii. [1898] 91, viii. [1899] 
263 ; Katholik, XC. ii. [1910] 65). He asserts the 
transcendence of God with extreme expressions, 
exaggerated from the Platonic iiriKuva rrjs oMas : 
God is iorepoiffios, ivtpiyaQof {Myst. Theol. 1), 6 irdvruv 
tirtKeiya, inrip dtapxl<iv Kal {nrlp iyadapxlav {Ep. 2). 
This is the via eminentice ad Deum, and is beyond 
the assertive theology (Kora^aTori) BeoKoyia {Myst, 
Theol. 3]) which describes the Trinity. But a yet 
higher way is the via negationis, by which not 
only all that is sensible {ib, 4), but all intellectual 
notions {ib. 6), are denied of God. Elsewhere {de 
Biv. Nom. •vii. 3) he enumerates in order the 
ways in which our intellect forms the idea of God ; 
fijst, from the order of the universe, which came 
forth from Him, and contains likenesses of which 
He is the exemplar, then by abstraction and emin- 
ence {iv ry TrdvTWV dtpaiplaei Kal inrepoxv, i.e. we ab- 
stract all the perfections of nature, and attribute 
them to God in a higher sense, because He is their 
Cause) : 

‘■Wherefore God la in all things, and apart from all things: 
and God is known by knowledge, and hy ignorance, and there 
is intuition and consideration and science of Him, and touch 
and perception and opinion and imagination and name, and all 
the rest, of Him ; and He is neither conceived, nor spoken, nor 
named ; and He is none of the things that are, nor is He 
known in any of them. And He is all in all things, and nothing 
in none ; and He is known to all through all things, and through 
none of them to none.' 

And yet all this is but reasoning up to a para- 
doxical but necessary ideal — ^it is philosophy, not 
mysticism — and Dionysius goes on : 

‘And there is, besides, that most divine knowledge of God, 
which takes place through ignorance, in the union which is 
above intelligence, when the intellect, quitting all things that 
ate, and then leaving itself also, is united to the super-lucent 
rays, being illuminated thence and therein by the unsearchable 
depth of wisdom.' 

Thus the philosophical process of abstraction and 
negation which justifies the mystic in transcending 
reason is emphatically distinguished from the mys- 
tical operation of rising above the world and self to 
God. The former results in an abstract idea ; the 


latter carries the soul away above all intelligence 
into union. Clement of Alexandria had somewhat 
slurred over this difference, numerous later writers, 
mediteval as well as modem, have neglected it, and 
the dogmatic theologians eventually denied it. 
But the very existence of the mystic faculty de- 
pends upon this fundamental distinction. 

The mystical ascent is described by pseudo- 
Dionysius in a celebrated paradox, as the entry 
into the night which is brighter than light : 

‘Tho super-unknown, tho super-luminous and loftiest height, 
wherein the simple and absolute and unchangeable mysteries 
are cloaked in the super-lucent darkness of hidden mystic 
silence, which super-shines most super-brightly in the blackest 
night, and, in the altogether intangible and unseen, super-fills 
the eyeless understandings with super-beautiful brightnesses’ 
{Myst. Theol. 1). 

This literal translation reproduces the neologisms 
of the original. The next sentence is the only 
one which gives practical advice, and it was cited 
throughout the Middle Ages as the locus classietts 
for the method of contemplation : 

‘And thou, dear Timothy, in thy intent practice of the 
mystical contemplations, leave behind both thy senses and thy 
intellectualloperations, and all things knotm by sense and intel- 
lect, and all things which are not and which are, and set thyself, 
ns far ns may he, to unite thyself in unknowing with Him who 
is above all being and knowledge, for by being purely free and 
absolute, out of self and of all things {tv eouroO icat wavrwv 
isavaati), thou shnlt he led up.fo the ray oj the divine darkness, 
stripped of all, and loosed from all.’ 

Every mystic has recognized his o^wn experience in 
this striking passage : the strange intuition, which 
is only impeded, not assisted, by the senses and 
the reason, which is utter darkness to the mind, 
yet floods it with incomprehensible knowledge. 
There is nothing new in the doctrine ; just below 
we encounter the familiar reference to Moses in the 
darkness of Sinai ; and the notion of God’s tran- 
scendence and immanence, extravagantly worded 
by Dionysius, can be found rhetorically polished 
in St. Basil’s Horn, x., de Fide, and frequently 
elsewhere. But the ‘ray of darkness’ is a fine 
expression, and so vivid a summary was of real 
service to clench tradition. Dionysius, however, 
was obliged further to elucidate his own paradox, 
and to explain {Ep. 1) that ‘ ignorance ’ and ‘ dark- 
ness ’ are not to be understood ‘ privatively ’ {Kari. 
aripyaiv) but ‘ by excess ’ (iTrepoxocwj), as darluiess 
by excess of light {Ep. 6) : 

‘Ho thou super-tnily deny that the Light that is, la not 
known to those who possess it. Ignorance about God is truly 
knowledge [read : oyruc yywais u Kara Geby dyvtaa'ia] . , , and 
if any one, seeing God, understands what he has seen, he has 
not seen God, but something of those things of His which 
exist and are known’ {Ep. 1)— another famous assertion, which 
has been precious to after ages. 

There are only a few lines of Dionysius which 
speak of mystical theology and its method (viz. 
de Div. Nom. vii. 3, Myst. Theol. 1, and Epp. 1 
and 6). As to the preparation for it, especially the 
moral purification on which other •writers insist, 
he has not a word, nor as to its degrees, variations, 
or difficulties. The writer himself is far more 
a speculative theologian and philosopher than a 
mystic. 

St. Gregory the Great (t 604) ofiers a sharp 
contrast. In place of a short, scholastic state- 
ment, he sets before us many beautiful and diffuse 
descriptions of his personal experience. These are 
to be found chiefly in the Morals on Job and the 
Commentary on Ezekiel •, those on Kings and 
Canticles are less to be trusted, as they were made 
up from stenographic notes of lectures and were 
disowned by St. Gregory. As a theolorian, the 

f reat pope sums up the doctrine of the Latin 
athers, especially St. Augustine. Naturally ho 
teaches that there are two lives, the active and 
the contemplative, symbolized as usual by Martha 
and Mary, Bachel and Leah {Mor. -vi. 61, in Ezech. 
II. ii. 9f.). The contemplative life is the higher; 
it may be dangerous for some {Mor. ■vi. 67), yet it 
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truth to itself, by much discussion and reasoning, 
and makes it comprehensible to itself, by drawing 
it down into the ordinary intelligence, by bringing 
reason to bear upon it, and adapting images to it 
{Benjamin major, iv. 11). Among other mystical 
■writers of the period, Guigo the Carthusian and 
especially Gulielmus of St. Thierry, near Rheims, 
deserve notice. 

The 13th cent, saw a great wave of mysticism 
which passed over Europe, together with the rise of 
the mendicant orders ; it was followed immediately 
by the maturity of Scholasticism, the converse, 
though not the contradictory, of mystical theology. 
Miiny of the great theologians were also mystics, 
yet the great commentaries on the Sentences and 
the Summas of theology did not include mystical 
theology in their field. In the discussions of ' the 
two lives,’ which invariably form part of the course, 
contemplation is understood as the conclusion of 
rational discourse, not as intuitive experience. 
The Franciscan, St. Bonaventura (t 1274), has been 
entitled ‘the prince of mystical theologians’ in a 
large sense, on account of his pious meditations on 
the Passion and his ascetical vnritings. He makes 
a few rare references to mysticism (e.^,, de Triplici 
Via, iii. 7). The following declaration is of first- 
rate importance : 

■ I admit, ho'wever, that the mind's eye can be flied on God 
In such vriso that It looks nt naupht else ; yet it will not perceive 
nor see the clory of the Light itself, but will rather be raised 
up into the darkness ; and W this knowledge it will be elevated 
by the removal of all things, as Dionysius says, and he calls this 
knowledge “learned Ignorance.” For this knowledge it is, in 
which the affection is set on fire, as la well known to those who 
are aconatomed to ecstasy (“ ad anagogicoa execasus ”). /n mji 
opinion, this manner of knowledge u to be sought by every just 
man in this life. If God shall perform aught beyond this. It is 
a special privilege, not the common law’ (Comm, in Sent. n. 
dist. 23, art. 2, qu. 8, concl.}. 

Thus mystical experience is declared to belong to 
the lex communis, and not to be an exception, a 
privilege, a miracle. Another passage explicitly 
refuses to formulate any theory as to mystical 
knowledge : 

*lf you ask how this [repose to the reason, when the whole 
affection goes forth to God, as Dionysius describes] takes place, 
Inquire of grace, not of learning, of desire, not of intelligence, 
of the groaning of prayer, not of the study of understanding ’ 
(Jfinerarium, ad fin.). 

In the famous opuscule dc Adheerendo Deo, 
ascribed to the Dominican Albertus Magnus 
(t 1280), the traditional method of prayer is 
lucidly set forth : internal recollection, the mind 
stripped naked of all phantasms and images, sim- 
plified and tranquillized in God (ch. 6 ; cf. his Bara- 
distts animoe, 33). 

St. Thomas Aquinas (t 1274), though an ecstatic, 
has left us no disquisition on mystical theology, 
and there are only a very few casual references to 
the subject in the whole of his voluminous works. 
It is just possible, however, to discover his view, 
which depends on his Aristotelian theory of cogni- 
tion. This theory teaches that, just as our senses 
perceive objects by means of an impression on the 
sense-organ (e.o., the image on the retina, com- 
municated to the brain), which impression is not 
itself perceived but is the ‘ medium by which ’ we 
perceive the objects, so our intellect knows by 
means of impressions (species impressm) which are 
the ‘medium by which’ it knows ideas (idea, verba 
mentis, species expressce). 

i. In man’s present state the only species impresscB 
that he receives are conveyed to the mind through 
the senses, (‘nihil in intellectu quod non prius in 
sensn’) ; they are but attributes of material objects 
‘ abstracted ’ (i.e. considered apart) from the objects. 
Hence, by means of these impressions, the mind 
(a) directly knows abstract qualities (quidditates) 
which exist individually in material objects, but 
it knows them, not as existing individually, but 
as potentially universal. Further, (h) our intellect 


knows the individual things themselves indirectly 
by their qualities, and (c) it can arrive at some 
kind of knowledge of non-material things by reason- 
ing from its abstract ideas (Summa Theol. I. Ixxxv. 
1). Thus it cannot know God directly, but can 
argue to His existence and His nature from crea- 
tures by abstraction and negation. But intellectual 
ideas thus formed in the mind are not really under- 
stood by the mind unless it represents them by the 
imagination; it ‘turns to images’ (‘convertit se 
ad pbantasmata’) so that it may behold the uni- 
versal in the particular, wherein alone it has real 
existence (ib. Ixxxiv. 7). 

St. Thomas points out that ‘ each man can experience this in 
himself, that when he tries to understand something, he forms 
for himself some phantasmala ^imaginations) after the manner 
of examples, in which he can inspect, os it were, what he wishes 
to understand ; and hence it is that likewise when we wish to 
make someone understand something, we set examples before 
him, out of which he can form phantasmata for himself in order 
to understand.’ 

We can represent to ourselves spiritual truths and 
spiritual substances (God and angels and souls) 
only by images, which we know to be inadequate, 
but yet in which we behold something more than 
the phantasma : 

* Intellectuftlis co^ltio non Bistit in phantasmatibus, Bed in 
eis contcmplatur puritatem intelligibilia veritatis * {Summa, n. 
ii. qu« clxxz. art. 5 &d 2, according to the best text). 

ii. But a disembodied soul or an angel is an in- 
telligence independent of a bodily organ ; hence it 
understands spiritual things as they are, without 
‘ turning to pbantasmata.^ As it cannot get im- 
pressions by the bodily senses, since it has none, 
its impressions (species impressm) must be ‘ infused’ 
in some way, natural to it, but unknown to us; 
these species will not be abstractions from matter, 
but purely non-material ; they will not be multiple 
and complex representations (as ours are) of objects 
which are unities, but one and total. Such pure 
intellects, instead of knowing the universal in the 
particular, know the particular in the universal in 
one glance ; they do not argue from fact to fact, 
from premiss to conclusion, but in one act know 
the conclusion and the premisses in it. Thus the 
angelic cognition resembles the intuitive perceptions 
of sense rather than the analytic and synthetic 

rocess of reason. Its knowledge is direct, imme- 

iate, intuitive, in comparison with the abstract- 
ing and reasoning of a mind which is in partial 
dependence on the brain ; but still it is mediate, 
indirect, in so far as an * impression ’ is needed as 
the ‘ medium by which ’ it knows. It is possible 
in this angelic manner to know God intuitively 
instead of by reasoning, but impossible to know 
Him ‘ as He is ’ ; for an impression in a finite mind 
must be finite, and cannot adequately represent 
the infinite ; and, however much the species 
representing God be increased in clarity and splen- 
dour, they must infinitely fall short of His ineuable 
glory. 

iii. But angels and men have as their reward the 
‘ beatific vision ’ of God ‘ as He is,’ in which God is 
seen by means of Himself, He Himself being united 
immediately to the human intellect as species im- 
pressa, so that He is both the thing seen and the 
‘ means by which ’ it is seen — this divine impression 
is called the lumen glorim. Thus the blessed par- 
ticipate in their measure in the act in which God 
knows Himself without medium, and are united 
to Him as Act (God is actus purus) in so far as 
may be, without losing their own indmduality, 
which retains all its former powers and activities ; 
they are transformed into God without ceasing to 
be themselves. They see God wholly, yet in vary- 
ing degrees ; as He is, but not completely, ‘ totum 
non totaliter, dare non comprehensive.’ 

As this is the end for Avhich man is made, and 
his reward, it is not given to man in his state of 
probation. 
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ance. This lofty angelio knowledge is utter ignor- 
ance (until it is perhaps symholicallj and tenta- 
tively translated) to the intellect itself, but it 
inflames the will with intense love and desire. 
The soul loves and desires without understanding ; 
it longs for and partially enjoys it knows not 
what. This is the ‘ ray of darkness ’ of Dionysius, 
the wisdom which is ignorance, the ‘cloud of 
unknowing,’ the obscure night of the spirit, the 
anagogicai way to the unseen and incommunicable. 

Are we to brush aside this theory as founded 
upon an obsolete epistemology? Let us note, at 
any rate, (1) that our employment of phantasmata 
in order to understand is simply a fact of experi- 
ence; (‘.i) that the distinction between the lower 
and the higher powers of the soul, though neglected 
or denied by many moderns, is more vividly ex- 
perienced even in quite inchoate mystical states 
than it ever is by our ordinary consciousness, and 
ought to be accepted as one of the facts to bo 
explained rather than as a theory to account for 
the phenomena ; (3) that the possibility of cognition 
by purely intellectual species, while it may seem a 
somewhat wild hypothesis of Scholasticism and, 
from the philosophic point of view, nothing more, 
is in reality less a tradition from Patristic days or 
a deduction from a ready-made theory of cognition 
than an explanation of real mystictd experience. 
It seems extremely • probable that the origin of 
Che theory was not so much the attribution of a 
supposed angelical faculty to contemplatives as 
the ascription of mystical intelligence to the angelic 
nature. 

It would seem that theologians, themselves 
mystics, evolved the idea of spiritual intelligence 
from their own experience, and attributed it in a 
yet higher and purer form to the spiritual sub- 
stances with which they seemed to be in com- 
munion as well as to read of in Holy Scripture. 
We may safely take the large lines of the Schol- 
astic theory as a working hypothesis : that the 
human mind in its natural and ordinary operation 
is cognizant of spiritual things only Indirectly, 
by abstraction from sensible images, and then by 
the way of ‘eminence’ and of negation, whereas 
mystical knowledge is a ditferent operation of the 
same faculty, whereby it knows spiritual things 
directly by means of purely non-material impres- 
sions received from them in some unknown manner. 

3. Post-Scholastic mystics. — This hypothesis 
will suggest an explanation of the phenomenon of 
visions so common at all periods, but particularly 
remarkable in the case of the ‘revelations’ pub- 
lished by many female saints of the Middle Ages. 
Many of these were mystics of a high order, but 
mystics whose impressions are easily and regularly 
translated into imagery. The revelations of St. 
Catherine of Siena (t 1380) become profound in- 
structions on the spiritual life ; those of St. 
Catherine of Genoa (t 1510) contain dogmatic 
theology of extraordinary beauty and value. St. 
Gertrude impresses us with ■ the vastness of her 
theological horizon, in spite of the pictorial nature 
of her conceptions, like those of the two MechtUdes 
(St. Mechtilde of Hackebom [t 1298 ] ; Mechtilde 
of Magdeburg, whose visions were written in old 
German [t 1280 or 1285]), but these are narrower 
and more ‘ devotional.’ St. Bridget of Sweden 
(t 1373) heads the long list of ecstatics who receive 
‘revelations’ about the details of our Lord's Pas- 
sion (the most read of these is perhaps Catherine 
Emmerich [t 1824]) ; the accounts given by these 
various seers are impossible to reconcile with each 
other. St. Hildegarde (t 1179) and St. Elizabeth 
of Schbnau (+ c. 1165) were prophetesses, who at- 
tributed to a divine source much curious informa- 
tion which they published. The writings of Angela 
of Foligno (t 1309), Juliana of Norwch (living 
VOL. IX. — 7 


1412), and many others are interesting and edify- 
ing documents. It would seem that the value of 
all these revelations varies according to the intel- 
lectual power of the recipient of the mystical light, 
and her power of ‘ translating ’ what she has ex- 
periencecf, as well as according to the amount of 
light received. Delusions are always exceedingly 
common in such cases, even in real mystics of holy 
life, and may occur in the case of saints who have 
insisted that all their words came from God (see 
Poulain, Grdces d’oraison, ch. xxi.). When the 
Church ‘ approves ’ the published revelations of a 
holy person, this only means that they contain 
nothing contrary to the Faith, and may be read 
without harm. It is not necessary to regard 
revelations as mere imagination (though, of course, 
they often are no more than this), with no spiritual 
light behind them, simply because they are mis- 
taken or even absurd ; they are sometimes mingled 
imagination and badly-interpreted light. 

The English group of medimval mystics has been 
neglected until recently: Margerie Kempe (c. 
1290?); then the hermit Richard Ilolle of Hampole 
(t 1349), whose ■writings, both in English and in 
Latin (the latter translated by Richard Misyn), 
have a peculiar charm. The form of his mystical 
ei^eriences is less picture than music and song. 
Walter Hilton (t 1396), a Carthusian, was much 
influenced by Bolle ; his best known work is The 
Scale of Perfection ; his other w'orks have never 
been published. At the end of the 14th cent, an 
unknown mystic published some wonderful tracts, 
of which the chief is The Cloud of Unknotoing, a 
marvellously clear and practical little treatise, an 
admirable guide for contemplative prayer. It 
seems to sum up the doctrines of St. John of the 
Cross two hundred years beforehand. 

In Germany Master Eckhart of Cologne (t 1327), 
a Dominican, -was suspected of Quietism, and, 
though he submitted to censure with all humility, 
some propositions attributed to him were proscribed 
by' John xxn. in 1329. False mysticism, such as 
that of the Beghards (condemned at Vienne, 1312), 
was rejected by his followers, the great Dominicans 
Henry Suso (t 1366), a mystic of poetical tempera- 
ment and extraordinary austerity, and J. Tauler 
(t 1361), the great preacher, whose instructions are 
still of great practical value. The Theologia Ger- 
manica appeared about 1350 ; the Neun Felsen of 
Rulman Merswin of Strassburg was long ascribed 
to Suso (see also F. Pfeifl'er, Deutsche Mystiker des 
XIVtcn Jahrh., Leipzig, 1846) ; the Flemish Ruys- 
broeck (t 1381) ■was a follower of Tauler ; his writ- 
ings rank high as personal documents, and are on 
fire with love, though somewhat lacking in logical 
sequence. They were much used by the Franciscan 
Henry Herp or Harphius (f 1478) in his Theologia 
Mystica. From the congregations founded by 
Ruysbroeck at Gronendmil came the famous 
Thomas k Kempis. 

The chancellor of Paris University, Jean Gerson 
(t 1429), in his Mystica Theologia, places the 
mystic faculty in the ‘ synderesis’ (or habit of first 
principles of action), which he calls the ‘apex 
mentis.’ There are passages on mysticism among 
the curious and somewhat paradoxical treatises 
of the pious Cardinal Nicholas of Gusa (t 1464), 
The Benedictine Blosius (Louis de Blois, t 1565) 
■wrote admirable ascetical works for cloistered 
religious. He continues the tradition that the 
practice of continual aspirations is the best means 
of attaining pure prayer and ‘ union ■with God 
without any medium.’ Pixs Imtructio Sviritualis, 
composed for his own use, is one of the best books 
of direction for contemplatives. 

4. The Discalced Carmelites. — The great saints 
of the 16th cent, were largely engaged in reforming 
the Church ; but in the tranquillity of Spain arose 
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tration ; and intense involuntary concentration 
on the most absorbing and delightful vision is 
commonly held by theologians to be a suflicient 
explanation of most ecstasies, which are commoner 
in ■women than in men, and are more frequent in 
persons of feeble intellect like St. Joseph of Cuper- 
tino than in the strong-minded like St. Francis de 
Sales or St. Vincent de Paul. All this tends to 
sho'w that it is safest to regard St. Theresa’s origi- 
nal four degrees as psjfchological varieties which 
are not always successive stages nor always signs 
of definite degrees of perfection. ■ 

Some of the many confusions and apparent con- 
tradictions in St. Theresa’s ■writings may be ex- 
plained by her having subordinated her ©■wn "views 
to the dicta of some of her confessors. For 
example, she herself suffered grievously for about 
eighteen years from inability to meditate ; yet in 
her latest work (The Interior Castle, or the Man- 
sions , 6tli mansion, ch. vii.) she declares that it is 
a delu-sion when people think that they cannot 
meditate, however suolime their prayer may be, 
and in her Way of Perfection she describes medi- 
tation as quite easy; yet in the same chapter of 
the 6th ‘ mansion,’ her experience , and common 
sense induce her to correct this astonishing doc- 
trine, and she adds : 

‘ Souls led In supernatural ways, and raised to perfect con- 
templation, are right in declaring that; they cannot practise 
this kind of meditation ; as I said, I do not know why, but as a 
rule they are unable to do so. Yet they would he wrong in 
saj-ing that they cannot dwell on these mysteries, nor fre- 
quently think about them, espeoiaii 3 ' when these events are 
being celebrated by the Catholic Church.’ 

This is, of course, quite accurate, if we under- 
stand that, t'n the time of prayer, contemplatives 
are utterly unable to think about mysteries with- 
out detacning themselves at least partially from 
the prayer, "whereas out of prayer vn&Y can think 
about the mysteries of religion even more easily 
and more fruitfully than can the ordiha^ Christ- 
ian. But St. Theresa does not make this distinc- 
tion. She is even less convincing when she thinks 
that contemplatives cannot mediUite ‘ because they 
see the mysteries of Jesus Christ with a simple 
gaze.’ She herself bad . so many intellectual and 
imaginary visions of definite facts or mysteries 
that she does not appear to realize that others 
receive only a pure intellectual light, without 
differentiation or definition. No one Avould gather 
from her writings that the mystic in , general aims 
simply at union with God, above all sense and 
imagination and feeling. She belongs really to 
the same category as the weat St. Gertrude or St. 
Bridget, not to tliat of St. Gregory, St. Bernard, 
and St. John of the Cross. Her matter-of-fact 
Spanish character desired definite knowledge, and 
she astounds us by the statement : 

‘ When imaginary visions are divine, they seem in a manner 
more profitable for us than others, as being more suited to our 
nature — with the exception of the visions sent by our Lord in 
the seventh mansion, which far surpass all others ' {6th mansion, 
ch. ix.). ’ 

St. John of the Cross, a dkoiple of St, Theresa, 
refers his readers to her admirable descriptions of 
mystical phenomena, but he will ^ve none him- 
self ; and ne refuses to estimate prayer according 
to its effects upon soul and body, brining peace, 
joy, terror, and longing to the one, and sharp pain, 
dislocation of the bones, raising from the ground, 
insensibility, or apparent death to the other. He 
tests all such manifestations, on the contrary, by 
their influence on union with God ; none of these 
psychical and psycho-physical phenomena , is a 
proximate means of union, and the same is true of 
every sort of "vision, locution, etc. None of these 
things is to be desired or prayed for ; and, if they 
occur, they must not be attended to, . It is not 
necessary even to decide whether visions and locu- 
tions are from God, from the imagination, or from 


the devil; they are merely to be set aside and 
never thought of; by this means they can do no 
harm if they are not from God, while, if they are 
di-vine, they will produce their due effect without 
our attending to "them. All our effort is to be to 
attain union with God, t.e. "with His will. The 
‘purer’ the rays of infused contemplation, the less 
tney_ are perceptible, and the less their eftect on 
the imagination and the sensible affections. No 
one is to desire the joy of the ‘ prayer of quiet’ or 
the inebriation of the next degree, but merely the 
dry aud pure contemplation, which produces joy 
and inebriation only in the highest part of the 
soul. Aridity is not to be feared, for it is the 
thirst of the soul for God. , St. John is drawn to 
treat of the ascetical side of the contemplative’s 
life in a manner which is disconcertingly austere 
in The Ascent of Mount Carmel, an unfinished 
work. But it should be recollected that the utter 
renunciation and self-abandonment which he 
preaches would be as imprudent to attempt as they 
would be impossible to practise for an ordinary 
Christian, whereas for the mystic this entire strip- 
ping of all is accomplished readily and "with 
interior relish. 

But who is to be started on this ascent? The 
ancients had usually left undetermined to whom 
was applicable the advice to leave all forms and 
shadows and to grope for God in darkness and 
renunciation ; but they had recommended univers- 
ally the practice of aspirations, which would lead 
men insensibly to the heights of prayer. But in 
the 16tb cent, formal ‘ meditation,’ by the use of 
the imagination, together with elaborate thinking 
out of a subject, was becoming common. When is 
it right to renounce meditation of this kind, and 
to follow the ancient and contradictory rule of 
ceasing imagination and thought, in order to unite 
the wm alone to God? St, John of the Cross gives 
a plain and categorical reply, which has been per- 
sistently neglected ever since his day. His first 
statement of the rule is in The Ascent, ii. 13 ; he 
repeats it more clearly in The Obscure Night, i. 9, 
and sums it shortly, with further remarks, in The 
Living Flame, iii. 34 f. Many people in the world, 
he says, and most (though not quite all) who outer 
a contemplative order develop an inability to medi- 
tate when they pray, accompanied by anxious 
aridity, in which they constantly think of God, 
yet can get no consolation either from God or from 
creatures ; this is the ‘ night of the senses,’ caused 
by the commencement of infused contemplation, 
which is as yet imperceptible because weak and 
unaccustomed, but is sufficient to wean the soul 
from the pleasure that it once took in meditation 
and sensible devotion, and to cause a desire of 
solitude and repose, together with the loss of the 
power of fixing the imagination. In this state the 
soul is to abandon itself to God, and be content in 
prayer with a loving attention to Him, without 
attempting to comprehend its o^vn state or to 

E ossess any particular knowledge; and it •will 
nd itself marvellously sustained by the interior 
nourishment which all-unconsciously it absorbs in 
this fervent but arid prayer. (Indeed, the one 
sure proof that the soul is doing right is to be 
found in its swift progress in virtue.) If the soul 
attempts to act with the imagination, it spoils 
God’s work ; and St. John of the Cross indulges in 
violent objurgations of the directors of souls who 
insist upon imaginative and discursive meditation, 
because the mind seems to be doing nothing, wast- 
ing its time, and mooning away in laziness ; such 
false guides are painting their -wretched daubs 
where God is limning with His o"wn delicate touch 
(Living Flame, loc. cit.). After the ‘night of the 
senses’ follows the ‘night of the spirit,’ with its 
terrific interior (and usually also exterior) trials 
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thought to he mainly the sensible tasting of 
mysteries, especially of the Passion. Art began 
no longer to represent the saints as kneeling 
calmly in adoration, but as waving their arms and 
stretcliing their necks and rolling their eyes, in 
ecstasies of sensuous longing, while they tear aside 
their clothes to relieve their burning bosoms ; the 
Roman and Bolognese schools of gamting and the 
Berninesque school of sculpture join with baroque 
architecture in emphasizing the 17th and 18th cent, 
conceptions of devotion. 

This is the popular side, though the true teach- 
ing was never lost, and St. John of the Cross was 
honoured, if not read. The 18th cent, ■writers were 
chiefly compilers — e.y., Reguera (t 1747), who 
followed Godinez, and the Benedictine Schram 
(t 1797), who followed Reguera. The tendency of 
the period is to enumerate all the extraordinary 
manifestations that can be found, and to classify 
them in a theoretical scale whicli bears no rela- 
tion to facts. Some short but valuable practical 
Instructions occur in the Homo Apostolicus and the 
Praxis confessarii of St. Alfonso ai Liguori (•!■ 1787). 
The Manuel des Ames intdrieures of Grou (a Jesuit 
until the suppression [t 1803]) is one of the best 
guides for contemplative souls. The best known 
author of the 18tn cent, is Scaramelli (t 1762). 
His Direttorio mistico is a valuable summary. He 
closely follows the views of Suarez. Like the rest 
of this school, he explains away the traditional 
ad'vice to reject imaginations in prayer, as referring 
to the formation of an abstract ideal of God by 
the reason, by the via cminentice and via ncgationts 
— the very confusion which pseudo-Dionysius has 
BO carefully avoided. Hence Scaramelli can agree 
■with Suarez that supernatural contemplation is 
but the cro'wn of a process of reasoning ; the con- 
templation of God tn caligine is the contemplation 
of an intellectual abstraction : hence its vagueness, 
hence it cannot be described! But one wonders 
how it can cause burning and ecstatic love, and this 
is left unexplained. This abstraction is all that is 
perceived in almost all the degees of mysticism. 
The intuition of God by ‘ infused species ’ is given 
to a few, but probably only in the highest degree, 
that of * spiritual marriage,’ and this grace is not 
to be wished or asked of God. The omy mystical 
state which may be desired (and only if God has 
already raised the soul to the mystical state) is the 
contemplation of the abstract idea of God 1 

The 19th cent, was singularly barren. The 
most remarkable publication was Die christliche 
Mgstik (Regensburg, 1836-42) by J. J. von Gorres ; 
it IS mainly a dissertation on the external pheno- 
mena of mysticism (such as stigmata, prolonged 
fasts, bilocation, etc.), a repellent treatise, founded 
to some extent on doubtful sources. Yet it is not 
to be denied that this psycho-physical side demands 
scientific investigation. It seems certain that St. 
John of the Cross is justified in his view that the 
body is somehow ‘ spiritualized ’ by contemplation. 
Such facts as the power of saints over the animal 
world and the power of reading thoughts, e.g., are 
proved beyond cavil ; whether tosome extent some of 
these phenomena are the results of mystical graces, 
or wholly independent of them, is a question to be 
examined. Levitation seems to occur apart from 
ecstasy in states of prayer which are not very 
advanced. J. Ribet’s La Mystigue divine (Paris, 
1879-83) is a creditable work for its day. 

6. Recent Roman Catholic ■writers. — Saudreau 
and Poulain have abandoned the false road taken 
by their predecessors, though they have chosen 
different paths. The many volumes of the former 
are valuable and helpful. While it is easy to 
criticize many details in - his work, the whole of it 
is in general devoted to the restoration of the older 
tradition arid to the justification of the prayer of 


aspirations and of loving attention to God. 
Poulain has accumulated a great store of informa- 
tion, admirably arranged, and he gives excellent 
counsels. His classifaeation has been eriticized 
above ; it must be added that for traditional con- 
templative prayer he has substituted a new 
‘prayer of simplicity,’ which differs from it very 
little, but is said to be wholly non-mystical, and is 
placed before, instead of after, the ‘niglit of the 
senses.’ Lehodey follows Poulain. Zahn has 
stereotyped the popular 18th cent, view, described 
above, to a degree which no serious author of that 
date had ventured. He takes the ■view of Suarez 
and Scaramelli os to contemplation and infused 
prayer, but goes further in that he even throws 
doubt upon the existence of ' intellectual ■visions’ 
(Einfuhrung in die christl. Mystik, p. 609 f.). 
Lamballe regards contemplation as merely the 
exercise of faith, with the help of the ‘ gifts of the 
Holy Ghost,’ which (against the theologians) he 
seems to regard as extraordinary graces ; he 
teaches the traditional method. Putting Zahn 
aside, it may be said that all recent Roman 
Catholic writers are agreed that it is permissible 
and proper to desire mystical prayer, though not 
its extraordinary by-products and psycho-physical 
effects. 

LrresATTmn. — Useful bibliographies will be found In Poulain 
and in Mardchal (below). The following is a brief list of select 
Roman Catholic works: P. Lejeune, llanuel de thtologie 
myttiqiie, Paris, 1897, Introduction d la vie mystique, do. 1899, 
Eng. tr.. An Introduction to the Mystical hife, London, 1916, 
L'Oraison rendue facile, Paris, 1904 ; see also his art. ‘ Con- 
templation,' in A. Vacant and E. Mangenot, Diet, de Th(o- 
logie,6o. 1009-09: Anon. (Abbess of Sole5mes),La Viespirituelle 
et Voraison, do. 1899, Eng. tr., The Spiritual Life and Prayer, 
London, 1900 ; H. Joly, Psyehologie des taints, Paris, 1897, Eng. 
tr., London, 1898 ; A. Saudreau, Let Degrls dt la vie spiri- 
twtle, 2 vols., Paris and Angers, 1896, *1897, Eng. tr., London, 
1007, La Vie d'union d Dieu (chiefly citations of earlier 
writers), Paris, 1900, L’Stat mystimte, do. 1903, Les Fails extra- 
ordinaxres dt la me tpirilutlle, Paris and Angers, 1908 ; C. 
Sauvd, 'EtaU mystiques,’ app. to L’JIomme intime, Paris, 
1901 ; j. Pachen, Introduction d la psychologic des mystiques, 
do. 1901, Psyehologie det mystiques chritiens : 'Le PoOme de la 
conscience,' do. 1909, L’Bxpirienee mystique et VaetiviU tub- 
conseiente, do. 1911, ‘Les Mystiques Inter^Stts par les mys- 
tiques,’ in Revue de Phil. xiii. (1013) 616 ; A. Poulain, Des Grdees 
d'oraison, Paris, 1901, 71009, Eng. tr.. The Graces of Interior 
Prayer, London, 1012, La Mystique de St. Jean de la Croix, 
Paris, 1893; see also Revue des sciences eeel. x, [1904] 67, 209, 
and Revue de clergi franfais, liv. [1908] 694 ; A. Bossuet, Le 
Quiilisme, tettres inidites du frlre de Bossuet, Paris, 1902 ; A. 
Devine, A Manual of Mystical Theology (mainly taken from an 
abridgment of Scaramelli), London, 1003; H. Br^mond, La 
Provence mystique au XV lime silele, Paris, 1908; A. Leclire, 
Le Mystieisme ealholique et I'dme de Dante, do. 1906 ; F. von 
Hiigel, The Mystical Element of Religion, as studM in 
Catherine of Genoa and her Friends, london, 1903; V. 
Lehodey, Les Votes de Voraison mentale, Paris, 1903; J. Zahn 
Einfuhrung in die christliche Mystik, Paderborn, 1908 ; A. B. 
Sharoe, Mysticism; its true Mature and Value, Ix)ndon, 1910; 
J. Mardchal, ‘La Mystique ohr6tienne,‘ in Revue de Phil. 
xii. 11912] 416; E. Lamballe, La Contemplation, Paris, 1912, 
Eng. tr.. Mystical Contemplation, London, 1914 ; H. Pope, On 
Prayer and the Contemplative Life, from St, Thomas Aquinas 
(tr. from the Summa Theol. only), do. 1914 ; B. Weld-Blundcll, 
Contemplative Prayer, Ven. Aug. Baker’s Teaching thereon, do. 

1914. J. Chapman, 

MYSTICISM (Christian, Protestant). — Pro- 
testant mysticism was bom out of the mysticism 
of the Roman Catholic Church and has been pro- 
foundly influenced by it throughout its entire 
course of development; but other influences be- 
sides the old mysticism came into operation in 
the formation of Protestant mysticism, and the 
new forces helped to give a new direction to it. 
The most important new influence was the NT, 
now freshly alive in the 16th cent, in the tongue 
of the common people, and felt to be the master 
model of all religious experience and of all true 
piety. The great classics of mediceval mysticism, 
especially the anonymous Theoloaia Gcrmanica 
and the Imitation of Christ, still spoke to the 
hearts of all serious seekers for inward religion. 
All early Protestant mystics either read these 
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books or got from others the substance of the 
message which they contained. At the same time 
the re-_discove^ of the gospel, witli its concrete 
revelation of God and man and life, brought a 
new spiritualizing power to bear on the minds of 
men, and, as a consequence, the new mysticism 
was far less negative in its way of approach to 
God, more practical and social in its outlook, and 
more eager to minister to the entire life of man. 

Luther himself was an intense admirer of the 
Theologia Germanica and of John Tauler’s sermons, 
and there is a mystical depth always in evidence 
in Luther’s accounts of his own religious experi- 
ences and in his spiritual insight into the meaning 
of faith as the way of personal salvation. The 
mystical element is, however, much more marked 
and _ emphatic in the contemporary so-called 
‘ spiritual ’ reformers towards whom Luther early 
took up an antagonistic attitude — a groim best 
represented by Thomas Miinzer, Hans Denck, 
Johann Biinderlin, Christian Entfelder, Sebastian 
Franck, and Caspar Schwenckfeld. All these men 
were mystical in the primary sense. They found 
a relimon which had its main roots in {lersonal 
inward experience. They all exalted the inward, 
living, invisible word of God above the outward, 
•written word, the Scriptures, and they insisted 
that salvation is the formation of a divine life in 
man himself — a life which re-creates human nature 
and produces in its direct operations a nature 
saturated with love both in its upward relation 
with God and in its outward relations with men. 

The Anabaptists, of whom Balthazar Hubmaier 
(b. 1480) may be_ taken as a typical representative, 
often began their religious activity as a result of 
direct experiences, and they strongly emphasized 
the importance of a religion of life, but in most 
respects they were non-mystical. They treated 
the gospel as a new law to be literally followed 
and obeyed. They held that the true Church is a 
visible church of adult believers, formed on the 
apostolic model. They sometimes exalted ■visions 
and indulged in prophecy, but in these matters they 
believed that they were merely following, as in all 
matters of their faith, the Scriptural models. The 
Familists, or Family of Love, founded by Heniy 
Nicholas of Munster (b. 1501), were a strongly 
mystical people. The founder was a sensitive 
recipient of ‘ openings ’ and what he believed to be 
‘ communications,’ and he believed himself chosen 
to be a ‘revealer of the diidne Word.’ The type 
of religion which the Familists promulgated, and 
which became wide-spread in England during the 
first half of the 17tn cent., was marked by an 
intense pnrpose to rise above everything outward 
and to exhibit in worship and in daily practical 
life the actual spirit and love of Christ. They 
highly valued silence as a way of worship, and they 
endeavoured to live so obedient to the ‘ Light’ and 
‘Seed’ of Christ within them that they should 
become perfect and complete, what they called 
‘godded men.’ 

The greatest of all early Protestant mystics was 
J’acob Soehme (bom a few miles from Gorlitz in 
Silesia, 1675, died 1624). Though an uneducated 
man, a shoemaker by trade, Boehme read much, 
and gathered into his meditative and original mind 
many strands of previous thought-systems. Apart 
from the Bible, he was influenced most by the 
■writings of Caspar Schwenckfeld (1489-1561) and 
those of Valentine Weigel (1533-^8). Through 
Weigel, and AVeigel’s master, Paracelsus (1493- 
1541), he absorbed the alchemistical aspirations of 
the time, and inherited the baffling terminology of 
alchemy, astrology, and theosophy. This inherit- 
ance largely determined the fundamental form 
of Boehme’s universe and also his conception of 
man as an epitome of the universe, i.e. a micro- 


cosm. The liidng and permanent core of Boehme’s 
message, however, sprang out of his ovvn deep 
e.xperience and his o^vn ■vivid apprehension of 
the meaning of Christianity as a way of life. In 
the year 1600, as in ‘ a flash of lightning,’ he felt 
that ‘ the gate of his sonl was opened ’ and that he 
saw and knew what no books could teach. Under 
much persecution and struggle and with frequent 
successive ‘openings,’ he slowly matured his 
message and gave it in a long series of books, hard 
to comprehend but, nevertheless, containing much 
real insight. 

The main ideas are these. Behind the visible, 
material, temporal universe there is an invisible, 
immaterial, eternal universe, which is the mother 
of the one that we see. This unoriginated matrix, 
ground, or abyss eternally evolves, or differentiates, 
into divine Personality within, and differentiates 
outwardly into visible and invisible worlds of 
matter and life and consciousness, through which 
the principles of darkness and light are revealed 
in temporal forms. Both root principles— a no and 
a yes — are present in every person, and the destiny 
of every soul is settled by its choice of principle. 
The light, or love principle — the heart of God— has 
been perfectly revealed in the incarnation of Christ. 
To be ‘ saved ’ is to be united with His life, to live 
in His love, to die to the isolated self, and to rise 
by a new birth into His Spirit and power and 
become a branch of Christ’s life-tree. Salvation is 
not the result of opinions, of belief in creeds, or 
of the performance of outward sacraments or of 
membership in an outward Church, but rather it 
is the result of an inward union of heart ivith the 
revealed life of God, of an Abba-crying spirit in 
the sonl; in short, salvation is the life of God 
brought to a personal conscious expression in the 
life of a man, so that ‘ the Lily-Twig ’ blossoms in 
a new individual form. See, further, art. Boehme. 

Boehme’s entire writings were translated into 
English by John Sparrow and John Ellistone 
dunng the years 1647-61. They became a 

f iowertnl influence in England, ana contributed 
argely towards the formation of the inner life of 
the religious societies of the Commonwealth. A 
minor mystical group, owing its organizing life 
directly to Boehme’s influence, was ‘the sect of 
the Behmenists,’ the leaders of which were John 
Pordage (b. 1607), Jane Leade (b. 1623), and 
Francis Lee (b. 1661). This movement, which 
culminated in the formation of ‘ the Philadelphian 
Society’ (1697-1703), was ■visionary, confused, and 
devoid of the spiritually robust characteristics of 
the great Teutonic mystic himself. 

George Fox (1624-91), the founder of the 
Quakers, plainly showed the influence of Boehme, 
gave the mystical movement a strong social direc- 
tion, and is one of the most impressive and typical 
of Protestant mystics. Like Boelime, he went 
through a long period of baffling search, ending in 
a great mystical experience, which opened the 
gate of his soul and gave him remarkable religious 
uisight and power. The main religious ideas which 
formed his message — delivered with marked success 
in England and America — were the following. 
There is a ‘ Light ’ or ‘ Seed ’ of God in the soul of 
every man. Tlie soul obedient to the divine endow- 
ment increases its measure of light, triumphs over 
the innate tendencies to sin, and becomes a spiritual 
instrument or organ of the present, living, inward 
Christ, who is the only Head of the true Church. 
The best preparation for worship, as also for public 
service of any kind, is inward bush or silence, the 
suppression of self and selfishness, the inward 
reception of grace, and an attitude of waiting for a 
clear intimation of the Spirit’s guidance. 

From the opening of the 18th cent. Protestant 
mysticism in Europe, especially in England and 


liIYSTIOISM (Christian, Russian) 


103 


Holland, was strongly influenced by Quietism as ex- 
pressed in the works of Molinos, Mme. Guyon, and 
Fdnelon. This Quietistic influence is most notice- 
able in the ministers and leaders of the Society of 
Friends (the Quakers) of that century, who greatly 
admired the writings of this group of mystics. 
For fully a century the social aspirations of 
Friends became subordinated to the intense desire 
for quiet inward communion (see, further, FlUEOT>S, 
Society of). 

In William Law (1686-1761) Protestant mysti- 
cism in the 18th cent, attained its most perfect 
expression. He shows throughout his life the 
influence of the English Platonists, Whichcote, 
Smith, More, and Cudworth, but he early formed 
his mind directly upon the great models of mystical 
piety. In his first creative period, in which he 
produced Christian Perfection (1726) and A Serious 
Call to a Devout and Holy Life (1729), he strongly 
follows the lines of classical, mediieval mysticism, 
■with much emphasis on self-denial and negation. 
These two books represent the culmination in 
England of the type of Christianity embodied in 
the sermons of John Tauler, the Theologia Ger- 
rnanica, and the Imitation of Christ, though with 
less of a metaphysical cast aud more practical 
adjustment to life. 

In the second period, which dates from 1733, 
Law was not so influential upon English thought, 
but he became far deeper in life and insight and 
more conscious of direct inward relation with a 
universe of invisible reality. In the group of writ- 
ings of this period, of which The Spirit of Prayer 
(1749), The Spirit of Love (1752), and The Way to 
Divine Knowledge (1752) are representative, we 
have the noblest English interpretation of Jacob 
Boehme’s mystical message. 

From the beginning of the English Beformation 
to the present time British poets have shown deep 
sympathy with and clear appreciation of mysticism. 
John Donne, George Herbert, Thomas Traherne, 
and Henry Vaughan in the 17th cent. Avere strongly 
influenced by Platonism and by classical mysticism, 
and they all gave expression in their poetry to 
the intimate inner relation of the soul Avith God. 
In the 19th cent. WordsAA-orth, Coleridge, Tenny- 
son, and BroAATiing, foremost among English 
poets, AA-ere mystical both in their OAvn personal 
experiences and in their intenjretations of the 
soul’s deepest life. William Blake (1757-1827), 
deeply versed in the writings of Boehme and 
possessed of a peculiarly marked psychical disposi- 
tion, Avas the most distinctly mystical poet of the 
19th cent, in England, as Balph Waldo Emerson 
Avas in America. 

The closing years of the 19th and the opening 
years of the 20th centuries have been marked by a 
Avide-spread popular revival- of- mysticism among 
Protestant denominations, Avhich has found expres- 
sion in an extensive body of religious literature. 
The present return to mysticism is_, hoAveyer, in 
marked contrast to the great floAvering periods of 
mysticism. In all those charaoteristicafly differ- 
ent movements the leaders and exponents Avere 
themselves luminous mystics Avho interpreted their 
OAvn experiences, Avhile to-day, on the other hand, 
very fcAV first-hand prophets of mystical religion 
have appeared and the present movement has been 
in the main confined to the historical and psycho- 
logical interpretation of mysticism as revealed in 
the autobiographies and expositions of dead pro- 
phets, though this may be, and probably is, the 
necessary preliminary stage to a far profounder 
return to a religion of the inner Avay. 
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MYSTICISM (Christian, Russian). — ^The idea 
that the mysticism of the Byzantine Church found 
its direct continuation in Russian mysticism is at 
variance Avith historic fact. At first sight this 
seems strange ; for the Russian cast of mind, Avith 
its predominantly emotional bent, could not but 
provide a most excellent soil for mysticism. More- 
over, the religious spirit of the Russian people is 
certainly in great measure of a mystical character, 
Avhile the mystagogical AA’orship of God in the 
dimly-lit Russian churches is adapted to foster 
mystical feelings. Nevertheless, mysticism, in the 
sense of a mystical theorj', does not exist in the 
Russian Church. The Avorship of God is there a 
sacred ritual, and the mystagogical theory under- 
lying it is no longer understood. The devotional 
literature of the Russians is not really mystical, 
but ascetic ; the theological literature, again, is 
stringently orthodox, i.e, it sets forth the sacred 
doctrines of the divine Trinity and of Christ’s 
divine humanity ; and the ecclesiastical censorship 
takes care that vieAvs of an alien kind shall not 
intrude. Mysticism, on the other hand, is in its 
inmost nature indifierent to matters of ritual and 
logical distinctions regarding God. Its aim is 
rather to tmprehend God in feeling ns the all- 
embracing Unity. It thus very naturally seems 
heretical, and in reality it has an undesigned 
tendency to lieresy ; in point of fact, certain 
heretical sects, as the Khiysti and the Skoptsi, 
are stigmatized in Russia as mystical, but, Avhile 
they are genetically connected Avith sectarian 
movements in the ancient Byzantine Church, they, 
like these, are not mystical in the proper sense, 
but ecstatic. Their aim is not to become one AAuth 
God in emotion, but, by the use of all kinds of 
nerve-stimulating devices, to bring doAvn the spirit 
of God upon themselves, and so become organs 
of the spirit’s influence upon the Avorld. In all 
religious emotion, hoAvever, there is a strong im- 
pulse to gain a clear comprehension of itself in an 
adequate theory ; but, as neither the Russian 
Church itself nor its sects could provide the people 
Avith a theory that Avould correspond to their 
highly developed religious emotion, and as, further, 
the people, being at a relatively Ioav stage of 
intellectual development, Avere unable to construct 
such a theory for themselves, it is quite intelligible 
that, Avhen they came to adopt the culture of 
Western Europe, they Avould talce over its mysti- 
cism as Avell. In Russian literature the Masonic 
Order and the British and Foreign Bible Society 
are usually referred to as the channels by Avhieh 
the mystical pietism of Western Europe found its 
way into Russia. In reality, however, the process 
cannot be rightly attributed to these bodies ; all 
that we can say of them in this respect is that they 
Avere used in part by W. European mystics, or by 
Russians Avho through W. European influence had 
become mystics, as media for the introduction of 
mystico-pietistio views into Russia. In the present 
article, accordingly, our object Avill be to narrate 
the history of mysticism m Russia by treating 
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in chronological order its outstanding representa- 
tives. 

I. Grigdri Sdwitch Skovorodd. — The series* 
opens with the Little-Russian philosopher Grigdri 
Sdvvitch Skovorodd (1722-94). He was a man of 
hroad sympathies, and in his lifetime made a 
powerful impression upon the narrow circle of his 
countrymen in which he moved, while, after his 
death, his numerous though not voluminous wit- 
ings--principall3r in dialogue form-continued to 
exercise a grooving influence upon Russians who 
laid stress upon the subjective side of religion. 
His writings, notwithstanding all their learned 
phraseology, are composed in popular style, and 
his rather frequent use of ecclesiastical Slavic 
modes of expression does not detract in Russia 
from their popular character. Their profound 
religious contents are expressed in a highly 
origmal form. Skovorodd was a thorough mystic, 
as appears even from the visions ascribed to him 
in the biography written by his friend M. Koval- 
fnski (1796; Cnarkov ed. [see Lit.], containing 
many of his writings, i. 1-40). In the vision 
connected _ with his conversion he attained to 
oneness with God, feeling that he was no longer 
an organism with bodily parts, but an undivided 
being burning with the fire of God’s love and 
circling around in space (p. 28). The leading 
princi^e of his writings is that the one true way 
to the knowledge of God is the knowledge of self, 
which is found in the ancient heathen world no 
less than in Christianitv (ii. 94, 105), and, just as 
he thus makes no real distinction between the 
heathen and the Christian knowledge of God, so 
— ^in conformity with the general trend of mysti- 
cism — his conception of God shows a pantheistic 
tendency (e.g,, li. 123, where he identifies God 
■vvdth nature). For him, as for all mystics, the 
letter of Scripture is a matter of indifference, since 
he searches the word for its inner sense ; and he is 
similarly imconcemed about the ceremonies of the 
Church (i. 34, quotation from MS in Em’s work, 
p, 245 ;_ii. 67). This explains why he was always 
falling into disputes witn the clergy, and why he 
lost his position as a teacher in the clerical schools 
of Perejasldvl and Charkov. 

If what has been said regarding Skovorodd might 
suggest that he was a mystic dependent upon him- 
self alone, there are other elements of his thought 
which point distinctly to the influence of other 
minds. Such elements are his conception of the 
ideal spiritual world as the basis of the material 
world, and of the ideal spiritual man as the proto- 
type and final cause of man in his earthly state 
{e.g., ii. 256, 258, 61-54, 17). As regards the former, 
Skovorodd himself refers to Plato (p. 256), while 
the latter IS in the first instance a synthesis of the 
Platonic idea of man with man as depicted in 
certain OT passages and as used to typify Christ 
in the exegesis of the early Church ; as a matter 
of fact, Skovorodd was well versed both in the 
classics and in the Church Fathers (i. 14). His 
conception of the ideal man, however, as not only 
the prototype, but also the moral pattern, of man 
as he now is — whose task it is to transform himself 
into the ideal — points to the influence of W. 
European mysticism and theosophy as operative 
from the time of Jacob Boehme, though we have 
no direct evidence of the connexion. Still, we 
know that, while Skovorodd spoke and wrote 
Latin with ease (cf. his Latin letters, i. 41-109), he 

1 The well-knovTO German mystio Quirinns Kuhimann, who 
arrived in Moscow on 2Sth April 1669, and was there burned as 
a heretic on 1st Oct. of the same year, does not really belong to 
the series, and needs but a passing’ reference. He had no 
command of the Russian language, and his influence in Russia 
was confined to the German residents of Moscow. It was for his 
aspersions upon the Lutheran clergy that he was arrested and 
condemned. 


was equally a master of German. He had travelled 
widely over Western Europe, and had visited many 
of its savants ; in particular, he had formed (1773) 
a close friendship at Lausanne with one Daniel 
Meinhard, with whom he felt himself so much at 
one that subsequently he sometimes signed his 
letters and ■writings with his friend’s name (i. 29 f.). 
Such were in all likelihood the channels by which 
he came into touch with the ideas of W. European 
mysticism. 

2. Johann Georg Schwarz. — While Skovorodd 
was in some sense an isolated figure, it was Johann 
Georg Schwarz (1751-84), a native of Transylvania, 
who, though not himself the author of any religious 
■\york, inaugurated a vast influx of mystical-pietistio 
literature from Western Europe into Russia. In 
that capacity he was of more importance to Russia 
than in his brief period of personal activity in 
Moscow, profound as were the effects of his work 
there; moreover, this activity was rather on the 
lines of the Enlightenment and only incidentally 
religious. The spread of W. European mysticism 
in Russia is usually ascribed by native writers to 
the Order of the Rosy Cross, and, when the process 
is associated with an individual, the name of 
Nikolai Ivanovitch Ndvikov stands first, that of 
Schwarz occupying only the second place. It was 
not till 1781-82 that Schwarz, then travelling in 
Germany, became acquainted ivith the Order of the 
Rosy Cross in Berlin, and was made a member of 
it by F. C. Wollner, a minister of State, who was 
head of the order in that city. But, in point of 
fact, Schwarz was even then a mystic — an adherent 
of Jacob Boehme and of St. Martin (who himself 
had at one time been in personal intercourse with 
Russians, ns, e.g., Prince Alexe Gollzfln)— and m 
such had exercised no small influence in Russia 
before his journey to Germany.* As regards his 
work from 1782 onwards, again, he explicitly 
denies that the order was in any way responsible : 


‘It Is true that I am a freemason; and so are some of my 
friends . . . but the Society (of Learned Friends) is not a 
masonic one. . . . How con any one in the 18th century come 
to believe that freemasonry is a religious communion and con 
be taught from a chair?’ f‘A Note of F. G. Schwarr,’ printed 
in Yearimola of Rutsian InUralurt and Antiguity, v. ii. 110). 
It is also true that Ndvikov, who certainly 
exercised a greater influence upon the rise of the 
Enlightenment in Russia than did Schwarz, had, 
even before he came to know the latter (1779), 
already published translations of Pascal’s Peiwte 
and several of Jung Stilling’s shorter compositions 
in The Dawn, the journal edited by him m Petrq- 
grad in 1777-79. But these few writings of mysti- 
cal tendency were as nothing compared with the 
mass of W. European works of other kinds which 
the journal published in translation. Ndvikov s 
later journals, which he issued under various titms 
in Moscow until 1785, make it quite clear that he 
did not become a mystic even after he had made 
the acquaintance of Schwarz. He was undoubtedly 
a religious man, but his predominant interest lay 
in the union of science and faith — a tendency which 
is quite foreign to mysticism, and, as a matter of 
fact, his journals contain a large number of articles 
directly opposed to mysticism in their general 
purport. While he certainly did his utmost to 
support Schwarz's efforts to disseminate mystical 
literature in Russia, yet, when he was subsequently 
(after Schwarz’s early death) summoned to answer 
for his conduct in a court of law, he made an 
explanation which there is no reason to discredit ; 

•At first we printed boobs of various kinds ; but afterwards, 
ns we came to see that the religious books were in greater 
demand, we printed them in greater numbers ■ (froni the recoids 
of his trial, in ‘ Fresh Information regarding N. I. Nbvikov and 
the members of the Typographical Company,’ communicated by 
D. J. Ilovaiski. Yearbooks of Russian Ltf. and Ant. V. ii. lo;. 


1 Schwarz had gone to Russia in 1776, and became a professor 
in the University of Moscow in 1779. 
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Schwarz had learned Eiissian, and in hia very 
effective educational work in Moscow, where he 
soon exhausted his strength, was sincerely con- 
cerned with the religious development of his pupils, 
though he treated their creed with all respect ; for 
mysticism, making little of confessional differences, 
is always tolerant. While his work at the Uni- 
versity and at the Gymnasium (which he recog- 
nized by introducing a new educational scheme) 
was restricted to giving instruction in the German 
language and literature, he gave on his own initia- 
tive ana in his own house a course of lectures on 
the history of philosophy (1782), in which, from the 
religious as well as the philosophical point of view, 
he dealt critically with Spinoza, Eousseau, and the 
Encyclopsedista (then greatly in vogue among 
the Russian youth) ; ho also delivered a lecture 
on the three species of knowledge — the zetetic, 
the pleasure-mving, and the useful, interpreting 
the last as religious knowledge, and extolling the 
Bible as its most trustworthy source. He exerted 
an even more direct influence upon the younger 
generation through the seminary for the training 
of teachers and professors which he instituted in 
1779, and through the school of philology and 
translation which he_ opened in 1782 wtli sixteen 
students. Under his direction these students 
translated numerous works by W. European 
mystics and pietists, as weU as writings of the 
Greek Fathers, and in this work he gradually 
secured the help of his personal friends, whom in 
1782 he united in an association known as the 
‘ Society of Learned Friends.’ The foundation of 
the Moscow Order of Rosienicians was purely 
Incidental ; the order had a membership of only 
nineteen (of whom Ndvikov was one). In 1782 and 
the year following the association executed Russian 
translations of works by Tauler, Arndt, Bunyan, 
and St. Martin, and of hundreds of other writings 
by anonymous or less known German and English 
religious authors of mystical or pietistic leanings. 
In the work of publication Schwarz was assisted by 
Ndvikov, who placed at his disposal the University 
Press leased by him from 1789. Religious books 
printed there were still subject to the clerical 
censorship, but this obstacle was removed when, 
in conseqmence of a new enactment, the Society of 
Learned Friends was enabled to open a number of 
independent printing establishments. In 1784 the 
society gave place to the ‘ Typographical Company.’ 
The works thus published were sold not only in 
Moscow, but also in Smolensk, Kiev, Tula, and 
other towns. In the same year Schwarz died, in a 
village near Moscow, of an illness due to overwork. 
■While Schwarz’s religious activities had led to 
troubles with the government — troubles which, 
among other things, caused him to resign his_ chair 
— the bitter animosity of the empress Catherine 11. 
against the Freemasons broke fiercely over Ndvikov 
in her last reactionary period. As early as 1787 
such books as had been issued without the sanction 
of the clerical censorship and were still lying in 
the booksellers’ shops had been confiscated, and in 
1792, at the commencement of his trial, 18,000 of 
the 23,000 copies still held in stock were burned, 
and the rest made over to the academy. For his 
share in the publication and distribution of the 
books N6vikov was sentenced to rigorous confine- 
ment in the fortress of Schlusselburg, from which 
he was liberated, in shattered health, at the acces- 
sion of Paul I. (1796). But the numerous copies 
already in the hands of the public were beyond the 
reach of the persecution. 

3. Alexander Feddorovitch Ldbsin. — The second 
great influx of "W. European mystical literature 
into Russia was pre-eminently due to the energies 
of Alexander Feddorovitch Ldbsin, a man of un- 
assuming and deeply religious character. He had 


no desire to court public attention, preferring to do 
his work in the background ; thus, e.g., his sig- 
nature on the title-page of his translations was 
simply *U. M.’, i.e. Utchenfk Mddrosti, ‘pupil of 
wisdom.’ This explains why the publication of such 
literature was ascribed by its enemies to the Russian 
branch of the British Bible Society — an idea that 
still persists among Russian writers. But Ldbsin, 
who was a follower of Schwarz and a member 
of the Society of Learned Friends, and who had 
already, under Schwarz’s directions, been engaged 
in the translation of mystical works, had resumed 
his labours as soon as the greater freedom granted 
by the government of Alexander i. opened a way 
for the publication of such writings, i.e. even before 
the formation of the Bible Society in Russia (1812). 
Ldbsin’s activities in this direction fall into two 
periods, the first extending from 1803 to 1806, the 
second from 1813 to 1822. The latter, however, 
owed its inception not so much to the Bible Society 
(which, in Russia as elsewhere, maintains its prin- 
ciple of issuing the text of Scripture without anno- 
tations of any kind) as to the religious awakening 
which, arising out of the wars of freedom, spread 
to Russia too. In his first period Ldbsin truncated 
and published many of the writings of Jung Stilling 
and Eokartshausen, his favourite authors.^ In 
1806 he issued his journal, the Messenger of Zion 
(Sidnski Vistnik), in which he called for a more 
inward and spiritual grasp of religion. Nearly all 
its articles were from his own pen, the rest being 
furnished by like-minded friends ; he also reprinted 
in it a number of Skovorodd’s works. Though the 
journal had a very small circulation — 93 subscribers, 
including 33 clergymen — it met with opposition on 
the part of the Church, and, when the authorities 
demanded that not only the journal but all further 
translations should be brought under the clerical 
censorship, Ldbsin simply stopped the paper and 
for the time abandoned his translation work. In 
a few years, however, he resumed the latter in 
consequence of the growing support extended to 
him by Alexander I. and many officials of State, 
who, after the wars of freedom, had themselves 
come under the influence of the religious awaken- 
ing. In this period Ldbsin issued new editions of 
the works of Jung Stilling and Eckartshausen 
already published by him, and he translated a 
number of other writings — e.g., the former’s Sieges- 
geschichte der christliehen Beligion in einer gemein- 
niitzigen Erklarung der Offenharung Johannis, 
and the thir^ numbers of his popular periodical, 
Der graue Mann. To these he added renderings 
of Jacob Boehme’s Der Weg zu Christo, the more 
important works of Francis of Sales, Ambrosius 
Lombaise, Dousetan, and Adam Sigismund Fleisch- 
er, and anonymous writing of a similar char- 
acter. Here he also secured the help of friends: 
F. Lubj and vski translated Jung Stilling’s Heimweh ; 
W. M. Popdv, an adherent of Madame de Tatdri- 
nova (see below), translated Lindl’s Sermons and 
Gossner’s Geist des Lehens -and der Lehre Jesu 
Christi in Betrachtungen und Bemerkungen iiber 
das ganze Neue Testament, i. ‘Matthaus und 
Markus ’ ; Sophie Meshtchdrskaja, sister of the 
chief procurator to the Holy Synod, executed 
Russian versions of English tractates exhibiting 
the same trend of thought. The translations of 
works by Tauler, Arndt, and St. Simon which had 
been published under Schwarz’s direction were 
once more given to the public, while fresh work 
was done in translating A Kempis’s Irnitatio 
Christi, selected writings of Madame Guyon, and 
Dutoit’s Bhilosophie chritienne. In 1816 the 
1 Another book greatly prized by Ldbsin was the compilation 
ot mystical thoughts from the Byzantine Church entitled 
ftiAosoXia, -which he read in the Ecclesiastical Slavic edition. 
The first Russian tr. of this by Feophan (t 1894) appeared at a 
much later date. 
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emperor_ bestowed an order upon Ldbsin ‘ for the 
publication of religious books in the native lan- 
guage,’ and rewarded the editor of Madame Guyon’s 
works with a large gift of money. In 1817, at the 
instance of the emperor, Ldbsin resumed the issue 
of hia Messenger of Zion, which now attained a 
vast circulation throughout Russia, although, as 
it could not permanently evade the spiritual censor- 
ship, it _was discontinued in the following year. 
Translations of mystico-pietistic works, however, 
were now subject to the secular censorship only, 
not to the clerical — a privilege which Libsin and 
his collaborators owed to Prince Alexander GoUziin, 
minister of public instruction and a devoted ad- 
herent of mysticism. Goliziin, in fact, had these 
writings sent in vast quantities — to a maximum of 
2W0 copies for each eparchy — to the schools under 
his department, using the Commission for Clerical 
Schools as the distributing agency; and he also 
sent them to the bishops and provincial governors. 
The writings by which the orthodox derieal party 
sought to counteract this literature he did not 
allow to pass the censorship, and he even repri- 
manded the censor for having sanctioned Stane- 
witch’s Discourse at the Grave of a Child upon the 
Immortality of the Soul (Petrograd, 1818), which 
was directed mainly against Jung Stilling’s Siegcs- 
geschichte. At first, however, Ldhsin was counten- 
anced by some of the higher clergy with whom he 
had been associated in the Bible Society — notably 
by the metropolitans Michall, Seraphim, and 
Philardt, of whom the first two had in their youth 
belonged to Schwarz’s circle, while the third sub- 
sequently (1834) published a new translation of the 
Imitatio Christi, which had all along formed his 
favourite reading, and which he called the ‘ book 
of sweetness.’ Few original works of a mystical 
character in the Russian language, apart from the 
articles in the Messenger of Zion, ajjpeared at this 
time ; such, however, were the Fruit of the Lover 
of Truth, and Features of the Spiritual Church, by 
Lopuchin, a privy councillor, and Kriilov’s Reflec- 
tion upon the True Religion, all of which were 
published without clerical censorship, and dis- 
tributed by GoHzun. 

The second influx of mystico-pietistic literature, 
however, was soon brought to a standstill by the 
reactionary policy adopted by Alexander I. in the 
closing years of his reign, just as the first had been 
stopped thirty years previously by the empress 
Catherine. In 1822 Labsin was sent to Sengfl6 in 
the government of Simbirsk in consequence of an 
outspoken declaration over the emperor. The real 
champion of the reaction, the thoroughly un- 
scrupulous Count A. A. Araktchejev, by whom 
the emperor latterly sufiered himself to be ruled 
in all things, made use of the clerical party, which 
had been roused to action by Stanewitch’s book, 
as a means of overthrowing Prince Goliziin, The 
movement found a pretext especially in the work 
of Gossner already mentioned, which Araktchejev 
stigmatized as at once impious and revolutionary, 
and more generally in the mystico-pietistic litera- 
ture disseminated by GoHzun. As the latter was 
also president of the Bible Society, he was deprived 
of his office as minister of public instruction (1824), 
and the society itself was prevented from cairying 
on its work — on the gronnd that it was responsible 
for the circulation of the literature in question, 
whereas, in fact, Goliziin had worked here quite 
independently of the society ; and, moreover, if he 
and his mystically disposed group, which was held 
together chiefly by the conception of the ‘inward 
Church,’ belonged to the society,_ its membership 
included likewise many high officials of State not 
greatly concerned with religious matters, and even 
the chief representatives of the Orthodox, as well 
as of the Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy. 


Gollziin’s successor in office. Admiral A. S. Shishkov, 
ordered many of the mystical books found in the 
schools and booksellers’ shops to be confiscated, 
and sent to the clerical academy of Petrograd in 
order to be examined by a commission appointed 
for the purpose. This commission, however, did 
not begin its work till 1830, and finished it only in 
1843. In 1846 the Holy Synod gave orders that all 
surviving copies found in the dioceses should be 
sent to it. To what extent, if at all, this injunc- 
tion was obeyed is not yet clearly known, but it is 
certain that many volumes remained in the hands 
of the public, and are to this day greatly prized, 
more especially among sectarians. 

4. Madame de_ Krydener, Lindl, Gossner; 
Madame de Tatdrinova, Kotelnikov, Dubovizki. 
—While LAbsin had exercised an extraordinary 
influence upon those around him by personal con- 
tact, he had not stood forth publicly as the herald 
of the new faith, seeking rather to disseminate it 
by the UTitten word only. Even in Russia, how- 
ever, the religious awakening of Western Europe 
did not fail to find impassioned preachers and 
strenuous organizers of devotional meetings. 
Although Madame de Krydener (1764-1824) exer- 
cised her pietistic ministrations mainly in foreign 
countries, and, as far as the Russian Empire is 
concerned, laboured only in her native province of 
Livonia and for a very short time in Petrograd, 
she nevertheless playeu a great part in the move- 
ment by which the awakening was carried from 
i the west to the east of Europe, winning for it the 
[ favour of Alexander I., in whose personal circle 
I she lived during 1815 in Heilbronn, Heidelberg, 
and Paris, and upon whose entourage — notab^’ 
Prince GoUziin (see above) — her influence was like- 
wise very great. From 1819, again, the Roman 
Catholic preachers Lindl and Gossner (1820-24) 
laboured successively in Petrograd as apostles of 
Pietism. The former obtained the use of the 
Maltese church near the Pagenkorps, while to the 
latter the emperor assigned a large hall, in which 
he addressed audiences of about 2000 persons. 

While the ministrations of these three leading 
representatives of mysticism were attended by 
Russians who were familiar with German and 
French, it is obvious that no far-reaching or per- 
manent result could be secured except by persons 
who were able to address Russians in the Russian 
language. This advantage was possessed by another 
Livonian lady of rank, Catherine von Buxhovden, 
who married the Russian lieutenant-colonel Tatd- 
rinov, and in fact almost became a Russian herself, 
even leaving Lutheranism for the Greek Orthodox 
Church. Having been deeply stirred by the W. 
European revival, she founded in 1815 her ‘ Brother- 
hood in Christ’ in Petrograd. In that association 
she endeavoured to furnish the new spiritual re- 
ligion with distinctively Russian forms, boworving 
tliese from the ascetic and ecstatic Skoptsi (‘self- 
mutilators’), though rejecting their fundamental 
demand of sexum mutilation. Her devotional 
gatherings in the residence assigned to her in the 
Michael Palace— and from 1822 in other places— 
were conducted on the lines of the Skoptsi meeting, 
and were devoted partly to delirious dancing in 
fantastic dress, and partly to prophetic discourse. 
In the latter she had the services of prophets whop 
she had won from the Skoptsi community in 
Petrograd, but she also took part in it herself, 
using it as a means of propagating the deepened 
spirituality of Pietism, while at the same time she 
took upon herself the benevolent work of the 
Pietists among the sick and the poor. But, as she 
gradually cast off the people of Eumbler rank 
had rallied to her from among the Skoptsi, she 
came at length to form a sort of religions focus for 
the bureaucratic, military, and hereditary aristo- 
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craoy of Petrograd. Among those who took part 
in her devotional gatherings were Prince GoUzun, 
W. M. Pop6v, the director of his department, 
General I. A. Golovin, Prince I. Engalytchev, and 
Princes N. and S. ICrop6tkin. She was befriended 
by the emperor Alexander I., and, together with 
her chief prophets from the Skoptsi sect, was 
repeatedly called to his presence for the purpose of 
conversing on religious themes ; he also granted 
her a large pension, and even in his reactionary 
period his protecting hand shielded her and her 
circle from the attacks of Araktchejev and Shish- 
kov. It Avas not tUl a much later time, in the reign 
of Nicholas I., that she and her chief adherents 
suffered arrest, she herself being confined in a 
remote monastery (1837-47). Her followers, how- 
ever, still continued to hold religious meetings in 
Petrograd, though now in secret, and she even 
found ways of advising them from her distant 
abode (in Moscow from 1847) ; nor Avas her circle 
dissolved until her death. 

While it Avas only at the outset that Madame 
Tatdrinova sought to extend her influence to 
the common people, the Esa-iil (Cossack officer) 
levlAmpi Kotdlmkov, Avho founded another sec- 
tarian community of similar nature, confined his 
labours entirely to that class. Having been deeply 
moved, in the early tAventies of last century, by 
his reading of the Russian NT published by the 
Bible Socie^, and of mystical books, especially 
Lopuchln’s Features of the Inward Church, he pro- 
posed to institute a truly spiritual Church in con- 
trast to the external Orthodox Church, Avhich he 
stigmatized as the ‘Babylon’ and the ‘harlot’ 
sp^en of in Revelation. He devoted his mind 
largely to the study of that book, which he inter- 
pretea in a very fantastic Avay, folloAving here the 
characteristic ideas of the Khlysti. He claimed 
to be the forerunner, John, and^ asserted that 
Christ had been spiritually bom in the emperor 
Alexander l. The latter Avas at the same time the 
second of the apocalyptic angels, the Bible Society 
being the first. He Avon numerous adherents in 
his native stanitsa of Vdrchnekurmojdrskaya, in 
the neighbouring Cossack stanitsas on the Don, 
and in the toAvn of Novotcherkdsk. In his de- 
votional meetings it Avas the practice to read the 
Russian Bible and mystical works of the kind 
circulated by Ldbsin, but these gatherings Avere 
otherwise of an ecstatic type like the religious 
services of the Khlysti (see Men of God) ; Kotdl- 
nikov’s adherents, in fact, called themselves 
Duchonostsi, ‘Vehicles of the Spirit.’ He ex- 
pounded his ideas in a number of Avritings, and it 
was the fact of his having sent copies of these to 
the higher clergy that led to his arrest in 1824. 
In 1826 he Avas sent to confinement in the Solovdzki 
monastery on the White Sea, Avhere he died in 
1852. Nothing is knoAvn of the further history of 
his community. 

That it Avas possible, hoAvever, to propagate the 
more inAvard type of religion in the forms of the 
Orthodox Church is shoAvn by the labours of 
Alexander Petrdvitch Dubovizki (t 1852). Dubo- 
Arfzki, a landoAvner, had been spiritually aAvakened 
by an employd of Madame de Krydener Avho had 
entered his service after taking part in her de- 
votional meetings in Switzerland and Livonia 
(1816-20). In 1822 Duborizki began to hold similar 
meetings in the settlements of Lepdgi and Gdrlovo 
in the government of Ryasdn, Avhere he had an 
estate, and at these gatlierings he not only ex- 
pounded the Scripture to the peasantry, but dis- 
tributed copies among them. To those Avho took 
part he gave the name of ‘ tme inAvard Avorshippers.’ 
In Gdrlovo he erected a chapel Avhich Avas open to 
all, though in it he used tx) urge the peasants to 
be diligent in attending the Orthodox Church for 


the Avorship of God and the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper. In 1823 he removed to Petrograd, 
where in his OAvn house he assembled his serA-ants 
for devotional services of a similar character. 
Here he made the acquaintance of Madame Tatdri- 
nova, but took an attitude of decisive opposition 
to her schismatic ecstasy. Then, as a result of 
the reaction, he Avas sent to a monastery in 1824. 
Here, hoAvever, he threAV himself so zealously into 
the religious life of the monks that he Avas liberated 
in 1826 on the recommendation of the monastic 
authorities and of PhUaret, as also on the ground 
that his orthodoxy Avas recognized by the metro- 
politan Seraphim, who had been mainly instru- 
mental in procuring his condemnation for preaching 
Avithout authority. In 1829, after brief periods of 
residence in Petrograd, Lepdgi, Gdrlovo, and other 
places, DuboAdzki settled in Moscow, Avhere he 
arranged his large domestic establishment, consist- 
ing of sixty-eight persons, Avholly on monastic 
lines. He Avore iron chains upon his body, and the 
entire houseliold lived on lenten fare. Here, too, 
he instituted a school for the education not only of 
his OAvn children, but of those of the congenially 
minded archimandrite Platdn, as Avell as peasant 
children from his estates. The foreign teachers, 
both male and female, Avhom he engaged for this 
Avork were one after another converted by him to 
Orthodoxy. As it Avas one of his leading conAuc- 
tions that in the Church of Christ, besides the 
public services, there might be, and had in fact 
once been, more private gatherings for mutual 
edification, he nsea to assemble his household in a 
special oratory for devotional exercises. It Avas on 
account of these domestic services that he Avas 
again arrested in 1833 j he was confined in various 
monasteries, and, stricken in years as in health, 
died in 1842. 

S. Vladimir Serg^jewitch Solovjdv. — Since the 
period of the Napoleonic wars, Russia, like W. 
Europe generally, has had no further revivals of 
religion ; nor can Ave spe.ak of another large influx 
of W. European mystical literature into Russia. 
The explanation lies not only in the growing re- 
ligious indift’erence of the educated classes in Russia 
during the latter half of the 19th cent., but also 
in the increasing disinclination of these classes to 
depend Avholly upon W. Europe for the satisfaction 
of their spiritual needs — in a Avord, the endeavour 
to realize a distinctively Russian type of culture. 
Within recent times, no doubt, a sense of religious 
need has been aAvakened among Russians of every 
class by the popular philosophy of Tolstoi. While 
Tolstoi, hoAvever, as regards his own personal ex- 
perience, interprets the religious relation in the 
sense of a mystical pantheism, and Avhile his 
Avritings are pervaded by a general strain of 
mysticism, yet in these Avritings the strictly re- 
ligious interest rather gives way to the interest 
of an ascetic morality and of social problems. 
Although the asceticism preached by Tolstoi asso- 
ciates him more closely than he supposed Avith the 
Orthodox Church, to Avhich, in his criticism of its 
doctrines, he stood sharply opposed, the longing of 
the Russian people for a theory of life correspond- 
ing to its mystical religion of emotion has found 
its fulfilment in the vieivs of Vladimir Sergdjewitch 
Solovjdv (1853-1900), a thinker Avho stood forth as 
a genuine Russian and a loyal son of his Church.^ 
On a superficial vieAv, indeed, Solovjdv might be 
regarded as one of the long succession of philo- 
Bophical theologians and theological philosophers 
Avho in Russia have sought to provide a theoretical 
justification for the teaching of the Church ; thus 
ne finds a rationale not only for the doctrines of 
the Trinity and the Tavo Natures, but also for 
the Seven Sacraments and the conveyance of the 

1 Of. his La Russie et Viglist univertelle, Paris, 1889, *1906. 



108 


MYSTICISM' (Hebrew and Jewish) 


priestly character by the laying on of hands. On 
a closer view, however, his mysticism, like mysti- 
cism generally, shows a certain unconformity with 
the doctrines of the Church. Though he frequently 
seems to speak in terms of theism, his idea of God 
is essentially pantheistic ; he teaches the eternity 
of the world, speaks of an ante- temporal fall, and 
sometimes denies the personal immortality of the 
individual. Such departures from the teaching of 
the Church, however, do not seem to have impaired 
the influence of his writings * — an influence which 
has been constantly on the increase since his 
death; in certain circles, indeed, tliey may even 
have added to it. The joint-editor of his works, 
E. L. Radlov, who \vrites the biographical sketch, 
has justly said (Collected Work^, vol. x. p. xxxv) 
that his mysticism is always tlie central and funda- 
mental element of his teaching. Here he not only 
shows the influence of such Western mystics as 
Scotus Erigena, Jacob Boehme, and Swedenborg, 
but has also drawn upon Neo-Platonic mysticism, 
which is much more closely allied to his Church. 
Thus the union with God which is attained by 
attenuating self-consciousness to a mere sense of 
existence he describes precisely as do the Neo- 
Platonists (see below). Still, this dependence does 
not preclude his having experienced and reflected 
upon the mystical form of religion in a way 
peculiarly his own. His mysticism is indeed of so 
decided a kind that he assims the most important 
place in his theory of knowledge to mystical faith. 
His leading ideas are as follows : 

The reality of the external world cannot be apprehended by 
reason, but is to be grasped by faith aione, faith finding the 
ground of phenomena in the same reality as is directly experi- 
enced by the believer in bis appropriation of faith (‘ Criticism 
of Abstract Principles,’ TTorte, il. 326, 830 f.). The object of 
this faith is therefore the absolute existence of objective reality. 
The interaction between the ideal essence of the ego and the 
ideal existences of all other objects is called ’presentation,’ and 
this produces in our reason those durable, definite, selt-con- 
sistent, and self-identical images of objects by means of which 
we combine and organize the whole indefinite mass of single 
impressions (p. 336). We perceive these images, in the first 
instance, immediately, and prior to all our sense-perceptions, 
to which we then transfer them (p. 338). Our knowledge of 
nature, if it is to be genuine and objective, must be brought 
into relation with this mystical knowledge (pp. 346, 849 Q,). 

In conformity with his theory of knowledge Solovjdv deals 
specially with the knowledge of God. Human personality, he 
says, is in a sense itself divine, or, more precisely, it partici- 
pates in deity. It has the negatively unconditioned quality of 
aspiring after perfection, and this aspiration carries with it the 
claim of being realizable (‘ Lectures on the Divine Humanity,’ 
Works, iil. 19) ; in other words, man will not consent to be a 
mere phenomenon, and this very refusal indicates that he is 
something different, something more (p. 21). But the ultimate 
truth lies in the fact that be is also positively unconditioned, 
t.e. be has the power of appropriating to himself the fullness of 
being. Faith in himself is at the same time faith in God. 
Deity belongs to God in His eternal reality ; man aspires to 
and yearns for it, and finally reaches it (p. 25). The reality of 
God, however, cannot be logically demonstrated, but can be 
apprehended only by faith, exactly as the reality of the world 
and each separate object (p. 82f.). When we abstract from 
all definite manifestations of our outward and inward life — not 
merely from our sense impressions, but also from our feelings, 
thoughts, and wishes ; when we concentrate all our capacities 
in the one focus of our immediate spiritual existence ; when 
we let ourselves sink into the silent and motionless calm from 
which the turbid stream of our present being wells forth with- 
out disturbing its purity and its peace — then in the source of 
our own spiritual life we are inwardly in touch with the source 
of universal life, and we know God as the principle or substance 
of the All (p. 87). We cannot doubt the reality of that which 
operates palpably within us, and the operation of which is given 
in our very perception (‘Justification of the Good,’ Works, viiu 
191, 193 f.). Feeling its reality in ourselves, we realize that we 
are already united with that supreme reality, and we posit the 
(inward, subjective) beginning of the coming union of the world 
with God (p. 198). This may be expressed in the form of a 
behest : ’ Have God within yourself ; do not sever yourself from 
the All, but associate yourself with the all ’ (p. 202 f.). _ 

II Solovjdv, in these developments of his thought, reminds us 
of the fundamental principle of Skovoroda (with whom he was 
connected on his mother’s side), viz. that the true path to the 
knowledge of God is self-knowledge (cf. § i), he resembles him 
also in the fact that between man as he now is and God he 

1 These have already appeared in two collected editions, of 
one of which there has been a second issue. 


places the ideal man, though with a peculiar and much broader 
basis of argument. The material side of nature, existing as a 
part, strives to be transformed into the Aii, into God (‘ Criticism 
of Abstract Principles,’ Works, ii. 318). Nature is the second 
Absolute, which attains its ideal reality in man (p. 319), and, as 
nature strives to rise to the human stage, there are at bottom 
onl^ two realities, viz. the absolutely existent, God, and that 
which is absolutely becoming, man (p. 323). Han is the con- 
necting link between the deity and the world of nature ; by 
‘ man,’ however, is meant here not man as known to us, but 
ideal and perfect humanity — the Sophia, which was eternally 
consummated in the plenary divine entity, i.e. Christ (‘Lectures 
on the Divine Humanity,’ Works, iii. 121). This humanity, 
accordingly, is co-eternal with God Himself (p. 122). Man in 
his present state presupposes the eternal humanity, or ideal 
man (pp. 123, 126). The organism of this universal humanity 
consists of the body of God and the eternal soul of the world 
(p. 127). The earthly individual man. Just as he did not exist 
before his birth, passes away at death (p. 128). The evil in man 
in his phenomenal state lies in the fact that he usually feels 
himself Isolated, and only in rare moments of clarity realizes 
his unity with all other things, with God (p. 130 f.). This evil 
impulse towards isolation he shares with all empirically existing 
things (p. 132). In reality, however, ideal humanity, or the 
world-soul which unites in itself all individual souls, had already, 
in the cycle prior to the present, broken away from its unity 
with the All and tried to find itself in its separation ; for other- 
wise evil could not have appeared in phenomenal man and 
the phenomenal world (pp. 140-142). In that empirical world 
everything has fallen asunder into parts and particles seeking 
to assert themselves In opposition to one another. God, how- 
ever, desires to bring the world-soul back to Himself by a 
gradual process. To begin with, the world-soul in phenomenal 
man, as prepared for it bv the long process of religious history, 
comes to know itself again in its unity with the divine Logos, 
i.e. the pure form of the universal unity; moreover, it recog- 
nizes itself also in all nature, of which phenomenal man feels 
himself to be the concentration (p. 160 f.). Such is the philo- 
sophical rationale of the union of deity with a human soul in 
the person of Jesus Christ (p. 162), and this union becomes a 
continuous process by the gradual voluntary transformation of 
phenomenal man to the divine. Thus from the God-man there 
comes at last the man-Qod (i.e. man as having assimilated 
Deity), or universal humanity, the universal Church or spiritual 
humanity (p. ISOf.). 

LiTEnATORK. — The Works of Griyiri Sdmitch Skovorodd, coU. 
and ed. D. J. Bagal6, Jubilee ed. (Collection of the Charkoo 
Bistorico-philologtcal Society ’, vil.), Oharkov, 1894; Vladimir 
Ern, Grigdri Sdvvitch Skovorodd, Life and Teaching (Russ.), 
Moscow, 1912; N. S, Tichonravov, Niederschrift J. 0. Schwarz's 
ilber das Verhalten J. J. ilelissinos zu ihm (Germ. tr. from 
Schwarz’s autograph), in Yearbooks of Russian Literature and 
Antiquity, V. (1863) ii. ' Materials,' pp. 96-110 ; M. N. Longinov, 
ffdvikoo and the Moscow MartinUts (Buss.), Moscow, 1867; 
A. N. Pypin, The Russian Bible Society, 1812-26, The Mes- 
senger of Europe, Srd yearly issue, 1868, iv. 639-712, v. 231-297, 
vi. 222-285, 708-768; J. Tchistdvitch, ’Hist, of the Transla- 
tion of the Bible into Russian,’ in Christian Reading (Russ.), 
pt. i., Petrograd, 1872, pp. 386-470, 648-709; K. Grass, Dm 
russischen Sekten, Leipzig, 1009, il. 222-269, Excursus II., ’ Uber 
die Beziehungen der Obrlstin Tatarinova zum Skopzentum und 
ihre Briiderschaft In Christo’; A. N. Pypin, ‘The Biblical Sect 
of the Twenties’ Messenger of Europe, vi. (1871J ii. 248-282; 
N. Dubrdvin, Our Mystical Sectarians, artt. Iv., v., and vi., 
•Alexander Petrdvitch Dubovlzki,’ in Russian Antiquity, 26th 
year [1895], Ixxxiv. 69-93, 27th year [1896], Ixxxv. 6-61, 226-283 ; 
Vladimir Sergdjewitch Solovjdv, Collected Works'^, ed. S. M. 
Solovjdv and £. L. Radlov, 10 vols., with biographical sketch 
by the letter, Petrograd, 1911-14, Ausgewdhlte Werke, tr. H. 
Kohler, 8 vols., 1., Jena, 1914. K. GRASS. 

MlfSTICISM (Hebrew and Jewish). — Ever 
since the Pauline antithesis of law_ and faith 
stamped Judaism as a religion of unrelieved legal- 
ism, the possession of anything approaching the 
nature or a mystical element has been steadily 
and strenuously denied to the religion of the Jew. 
Formalism — which, truly enough, pervades and 
colours Judaism through and through — is taken to 
be the irreconcilable enemy of mysticism, whose 
fundamental axiom is the freedom of the human 
spirit to seek out, in all ways possible to it, the 
means of union with ultimate reality — God. But 
this attitude towards the question only shows how, 
like many other psychological concepts, mysticism, 
no matter of what brand, scarcely admits of rigid 
definition. Its phenomena are so complex, its 
elements so intermingled with other elements in 
the mental and spiritual make-up of men, that it 
is impossible to lay down any law as to where it 
may or may not be found to exist. Thus, if one 
wonders how mysticism can be a feature of J udaism, 
one can equally wonder how a Christian theologian 
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like St. Augustine could be called a mystic. Was 
he not a rigid upholder of an iron system of dogma 
and authority in the early Church ? And yet his 
Confessions are thoroughgoing mysticism, showing 
him to have gained the core of his religion from 
certain ‘ first-hand ’ experiences which, to him, 
implied direct intercourse between the soul and 
God. A similar argument can be applied to Aris- 
totle. Cold, analytic philosopher as he was, posit- 
ing an utterly transcendent God who ‘ thinks his 
own thoughts ’ and who dwells in the peace of his 
own completeness, Aristotle’s ‘ active reason ’ pos- 
sesses a decidedly mystical turn, and must have 
exerted no small influence on many a type of mys- 
ticism in the succeeding centuries. One is drawn 
to the irresistible conclusion that religion, in order 
that it should not be barren and lifeless, must give 
prominence to something more than historicity 
and tradition. It must lay stress on the element 
of personal inward experience, on the great fact 
of the soul ‘ athirst for God, yea, even for the living 
God.’ Judaism amply fulfils these conditions. 

The beginnings of Judaism lie, of course, in the 
OT. In fact, everything in Judaism seeks to find 
its confirmation in some expression, ivhether clear 
or veiled, in the OT. Hence the OT is pivotal for 
any consideration of Jewish mysticism in all its 
phases and developments. The mysticism of the 
OT clusters mostly round the visionary experiences 
of the prophets. Isaiah's vision of a God whose 
‘ train mled the Temple ’ points to the all-inclusive- 
ness of Deity. Ezekiel’s fits of ecstasy are char- 
acteristic of the mood of many a mystic in all ages. 
The prophet’s higher insight into the will of God 
and nis satisfaction at the attainment of this in- 
sight are an example of the ‘ illumination ’ which 
is always one of the steps on the mystic’s ladder. 
Some of the other books of the OT show forth 
other constituents of the mystical consciousness. 
Thus, the Psalmists often brood on the divinity 
manifested in the beauteous world of nature. ‘ Who 
layeth the beams of his upper chambers in the 
waters ; who maketh the clouds his chariot ; who 
walketh upon the wings of the Avind. Wlio maketh 
winds his messengers ; his ministers flaming fire ’ 
(104’'-)- The universe is one uninterrupted revela- 
tion of the divine. Ps 139'*” portrays the mystic 
sense of the boundless, and the human aspiration 
to reach it as the goal of the truest safety from the 
ills and anxieties of the normal finite experience. 
Other passages paint the ‘nearness’ of God and 
the joys of intimate converse Avith Him. The 
treatment of prayer and the specimens given of 
individual prayers are fine examples of Avhat one 
mightcall ‘ erotic mysticism.’ Tlie soul passionately 
yearns for God, and God reciprocates the yearning 
m terms of the love betAveen man and Avoman. 
‘ Whom have I in heaven but thee 1 and there is 
none upon earth that I desire beside thee ’ (Ps 73“). 
Here is the insatiable craifing of the mystic, the 
infinity of love’s desire. ‘Yea, I have loved thee 
Avith an everlasting love; therefore Avith loving- 
kindness have I draAvn thee ’ (Jer 31’). It is doubt- 
ful AA’hether the intensity of intimacy connoted by 
the HebreAv aM6Aa^ (‘love’) and Aeserf/i (‘loving- 
kindness’) is ever done justice to in a translation. 
Finally, there is the angelic lore of the OT. The 
sight of an angel or the hearing of its voice brought 
about a feeling of being environed with God. It 
had the efiect Avhich every mystical experience in 
all ages had, viz. it flooded the seer Avith a neAv 
poAver. 

Upon these mystical strains pervading the OT 
Avas built the A’ariegated edifice of the tAvo separ- 
ate schools of mystical thought Avhich folloAved on 
the close of the OT canon, aTz. (a) the Palestinian, 
or Rabbinic, or Talmudic Midrashic, and (6) the 
Jewish-Hellenistio, Avhich had its chief centre in 


Alexandria — then the intellectual capital of the 
Avorld. 

■Let us consider (6) first. The theology of Juda- 
ism Avas studied side by side Avith the Avorks of 
Plato and Aristotle, and thus Avas produced that 
curious blend of JeAvish and Greek thought the 
most famous monuments of Avhich are the Avritings 
of Philo, the apocryphal Wisdom of Solomon, and 
fragments (preserved only by Eusebius, in MJE vii. 
32. 17 and Preep. Evang. viii. 10, xiii. 12) of an 
Alexandrian peripatetic philosopher Aristobulns, 
Avho, according to SchUrer (GJV^ iii. 391 f.), Avas a 
contemporary of Ptolemy Philometer in the middle 
of the 2nd cent. B.C. Aristobulns develops a mystio 
cosmogony in Avhich the Pythagorean theories of 
the influence of numbers play a part. His concep- 
tion of divine creative activity is draAAui from the 
Stoic idea of TryeO/m, God’s poAver penetrating and 
permeating all things. He has references to the 
povs (‘reason’) of Plato. The main trend of his 
thought, however, is Aristotelian ; but — and here 
he is the precursor of the Philonio method — in 
spite of his devotion to Greek thought, he is an 
upholder of the JeAvish doctrine of God in so far 
as he belieA'es that the Deity is at once transcen- 
dent and immanent. God is greater than the 
universe, outside it, and separated from it. But 
God Avorks in the universe by means of His 
‘Avisdom,’ Avhich is an emanation from Him but 
yet has no separate existence apart from Him. 
God is ‘in heaven,’ t.e. in distant isolation, but 
yet ‘the earth is his footstool,’ t.e. the world is 
permeated Avith the divine traces. The apociyphal 
Wisdom of Solomon is characterized by a similar 
fusion of Greek and JeAvish mystic notions of the 
diirine relations to the cosmos. The Stoic concep- 
tion of an immanent vpevfta comes out in vii. 25 ; 

• For she is a breath of the power of God, 

And a clear effluence of the glory of the Almighty.’ 

The same thought is continued in 26 f. In viii. 
19 f. AA-e have a hint of the Platonic theory of pre- 
existence : 

* For I was a ■witty child 

And had a good spirit, 

Yea, rather, being good, I came into a body undeSled.’ 

In xviii. 14-16 Avisdom becomes a personality 
and seems to have affinities Avith the ‘Word’ in 
the Prologue of the Fourth Gospel. But — and 
here the essentially JeAvish side of the case comes 
out — ^AA’isdom, although a potency outside God, is 
yet at the same time Avholly in God. The author, 
as a JeAv, and therefore deeply concerned Avith safe- 
guarding Avhat he and his predecessors understood 
by the unity of God, is obviously at pains to make 
this vital point clear. Philo elaborates all these 
concepts Avith the hand of the master — and adds 
many neAv ones too. He makes a sharp distinction 
betAveen God in Himself and God revealed. The 
reconciliation betAveen these tAvo vieAvs is never 
efi'ected, and this defect is one of the flaAA’s in his 
mystic philosophy. On the first vieAV, God is pure 
being, unknoAA’able, outside the material universe. 
On ttie second vieAV, God is immanent in man and 
the universe, and is all-penetrating, all-filling. 
Philo’s JeAvish sympathies are apparent in his 
treatment of this branch of his subject. The 
JeAvish idea of God as creator and sustainer of the 
universe held a foremost place in his mind, and 
many an interpretation given by Palestinian Rabbis 
of the first centuries of Christianity and incorpor- 
ated in the Talmud and Midrashim (particularly 
in the early sections of B‘rSsMth Eabba) is a re- 
flexion of Philo. It is in the presentation of his 
Logos idea that PhUo is most important for an 
understanding of JeAvish mysticism. Whatever 
extraneous teachings may have gone to the mak- 
ing of ,the Logos, there can be no doubt that it 
AA’os much influenced by the OT notions of angels. 
There is a Avide gap between God the infinite, the 
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all-holy, and man the finite and imperfect. How 
is the chasm to he bridged ? The OT -writers and, 
after them, the Rabbis of the Talmud and Mid- 
rashim overcame the difficulty by the introduction 
of the angel. _ Pure God did not really come into 
contact with impure man, but His angels did. And 
who -^yere the angels? They were emanations of 
the divine, offshoots of deity, part and parcel of 
God’s o-wn being. Reading his OT in some such 
light as this, Philo laid it down that the universe 
was filled with divine potencies (Svvdfieis). These 
potencies, while they are in one sense attributes 
and self-revelations of God, are in another sense 
personal beings of a spiritual kind, ‘incorporeal 
souls, ’ who ‘report the injunctions of the father to 
his children and the necessities of the children to 
the father’ (de Somniis, i. 22). There are various 
gradations of these potencies, hut at the head of 
them and constituting the principle of unity among 
them all is the Logos. Heaven and earth subsisted 
m the Logos before their material creation — an 
idea voiced by the Rabbinical literature in many 
curiously naive ways (see B^reshith Rabbd, i.-iv.). 
It is from the Logos that there emanate the poten- 
cies which are the real creators of matter. Hence 
God is the ultimate creator of all, but never tluough 
direct contact. He works through the Logos, who 
again works through these potencies (called Logoi). 
Platonic and Stoic elements are apparent through- 
out, but so also is Rabbinic angelology. Thus in 
B‘resMth Rabbd, -viii. 3f., the grammatical plural in 
the words, ‘ And God said. Let us make man,’ is 
explained by the statement that, when God was 
about to create the first man. He took counsel with 
the ministering angels. Hence the blame for the 
evil in man is partially removed from the Deity 
and placed upon the shoulders of the angels. The 
Rabbinic interpretation of the Hebrew word 
Am6n in Pr 8®* gives to the Tdrfih very much the 
same rdle as Phuo attributes to the Logos. It is 
God’s workman or servant in the work and admin- 
istration of the universe. The human soul is an 
emanation from the Logos, and makes man akin to 
the ‘incorporeal souls’ — the angels, i.e., not those 
who have descended upon earth to become bound up 
in mortal bodies, but those who, ‘ having received 
greater and more divine intellects,’ shun earth 
altogether in order to be ‘ lieutenants of the Ruler 
of the universe as though they were the eyes and 
ears of the great being beholding and listening to 
everybody ’ (de Somn. i. 22). Christian mysticism 
is a greater debtor to Philo than is Jewish mysti- 
cism, which betrays Philonic influences only in 
spasmodic passages in the cosmological sections in 
the Talmud and Midrashim as well as in the phil- 
osophic systems of two CTeat mystic theologians of 
the Middle Ages, viz. Solomon Ion Gabirol (c. 1021- 
1058) and Abraham Ibn Ezra (1092-1167) (qQ.v.), 
We shall now consider (a) the Talmudic and 
Midrashic mysticism. Teachings essentially Je-wish 
in their origin are found in combination Avith doc- 
trines belonging to Mithraism, Gnosticism, and 
Neo-Platonism. Essentially Jewish is the sA'- 
khtnah nwsticism. The sMcMndh is the universally 
diffused Divine Presence AA’hich forms the idealized 
enAuronment of the JeAvish nation in all the lands 
of the latter’s dispersion. But in order that the 
indiAudual Jeiv should, in himself, realize the sA'- 
kMnah he must be ‘ healthy, wealthy, and Avise,’_t.e. 
he must lead a life of religious and moral purity, 
he must be self-reliant and self-conquered, he must 
be intellectually great in the knoAvledge of the 
highest lore — the T6rah. Sin and sh^bhtndh are 
mutually antithetic. ‘God is the dwelling-place 
of the uniAmrse ; but the universe is not the dAA’pIling- 
place of God’ is a prominent Rabbinic dictum. 
Essentially J eAvish is the doctrine of the tAVO opposed 
diA’ine attributes — the mxddath had-dtn and the 


middath hd-rah&mim — which operate upon man 
for good or for evil in ways very much resembling 
the poAA'ers of the angels ; and JeAvish too is the 
enumeration of the ten agencies through Avhich 
God created the Avorld, viz. Avisdom, insiglit, cogni- 
tion, strength, poAver, inexorableness, justice, right, 
love, and mercy (T. B. ^dgigdh, 12a ; cf. Mishnah 
Abhdth, V. 1, where it is said that the universe aa'us 
created by ‘Ten Words’ ; cf. also B‘reshtth Rabbd, 
iv. 6, based on Ps SS"). Rabbinic angelolo^ is by 
no means of pure breed, but OAves much to Zoroas- 
trian and Mithraic influences. Man’s prayer, his 
recovery from sickness, his safety from danger, his 
fortunes after death are all under angelic domina- 
tion — there being tAVO main divisions of angels 
Avhich are named respectively famUid shel md&ldh 
andfamUidshel mattd, i.e. the heavenly host above 
and the heavenly host beloAv, both of Avhich figure 
largely in the JeAvish Prayer Book. ’The counter- 
part to the personified Logos of Philo is found, in 
Rabbinic mysticism, in the angel Metatron, Avho 
is often styled ‘Prince of the Presence ’ (Jnr-Aop- 
pdntm) as Avell as ‘ Prince of the AA’orld ’ (Sar-hd- 
*6ldm), and Avho, like Enoch in the Apociypha (see 
Jub. iv. 23 ; S En. liii. 2), is often described as the 
heavenly scribe. He plays a principal part in the 
cosmic processes, being a personified emanation of 
the Deity, an ever-present ^ide and instructor of 
mankind, taking up the diAune work at points 
Avhcre its omnipotence cannot, if one may so speak, 
reach. In B‘reshUh Rabbd, v. 4, it is stated that 
‘ the voice of God became Metatron over the waters.’ 
One great formative influence acting on Rabbinic 
mysticism came from the direction of the Gnosti- 
cism current in the first centuries of the common 
era. Gnosticism OAA'ed much to the Apocrypha 
and the JeAvish Apocalypses; hence— strangely 
enough— the influences of the latter literatures 
AA’ere brought to bear upon Rabbinlsm through an 
alien medium. The prohibition against discussing 
the first sections of Genesis and Ezekiel (known as 
Md&seh B’reshUh and Mddich Merkdbhdh i&sveo- 
txvely) is an echo of the secrecy Avhich hedged 
round the doctrines of the Gnostics. Thus in the 
Mishnah (J^dglgdh, ii. 1) it is said : 

‘It fs forbidden to explun the first chapters of Genesis to 
more than one person at a time. It is forbidden to explain the 
first chapter of Ezekiel eA'en to one person unless he be a sage 
and of an original turn of mind.* 

To belong to the inner circle of disoipleship among 
the Gnostics presupposed an exceptional amount 
of self-discipline. ‘A certain youth,’ says T. B. 
Hdgtgdh, 13a, ‘Avas once explaining the Rashmal 
[Ezk 1", translated ‘amber’ in the AVjAvhen fire 
came forth and consumed him.’ When the question 
is asked, Why Avas this ? the ansAver is, ‘ Lav mdti 
zimneh,' i.e. his time had -not yet come. His 
youthful age had not given him the opportunities 
for the mature self-culture necessary to the mystic 
apprehension. It AVas a dangerous knoAvledge for 
the uninitiated. An extraordinarily Aveird anec- 
dote in B’reshUh Rabbd, ii. 4, attributes mortal 
injury to Ben Zoma (Rabbi of the 2nd cent. 
A.D.), AA'ho AA'as once ‘ contemplating the creation. 
The words of Pr 25=, ‘it is the glory of God to 
conceal a thing,’ were quoted in support of their 
opposition to these Gnostic attempts at unravelling 
the secrets of the divine relation to the cosmos 
But, paradoxically enough, the great ally of 
Gnosticism — magic— received countenance from 
many a Rabbinic mystic of the most orthodox- 
type. Thus a passage in T. B. Sanhedrin, 676, 
says that R. Banina and R. Hosliaiali (Palestinian 
teachers of the 3rd cent. A.D.) used to engage 
themselves with the laAvs of creation every eve 
of Sabbath and used to create a calf of three years 
old and eat it. The magic potency resident m the 
permutations and combinations of the letters oj 
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the Hebrew alphabet — and more especially the 
letters comprising the Tetragrammaton — is a more 
prominent theme of this branch of Rabbinic mysti- 
cism. T. B. B‘rdJch6th, 65a, says that ‘Bezalel 
knew how to combine the letters by which heaven 
and earth were created.’ T. B. QiddusMn, Ha, 
speaks of a Divine Name composed of twelve 
letters, the secrets of which were at one time re- 
vealed to every one, but, after a time, only to the 
‘ most meek among the priests.’ The reference is 
obviously to a manmulation of the letters of the 
Tetragrammaton. T. B. Makkdth, 11a, relates the 
legend of King David, who, on making excavations 
for the Temple and finding that the waters of the 
ocean were moving upward and threatening to 
destroy the world, asked for permission to stop its 
rising by inscribing the name of God on a potsherd 
and throwing it into the sea. According to T. B. 
Y6md, 736, the information given by the Urim and 
Thummim was through the medium of the Hebrew 
letters either thrusting themselves bodily forward 
(holtin) or combining themselves in different ways 
(mistarfin). 

.^1 the above-mentioned elements of Rabbinic 
mysticism are the prelude to the- great mystical 
books which comprise the mediroval ^abbala, 
whose most famous manual is the Z6hdi — although 
there is one book whose importance for Jewish 
mysticism is only second to that of the Zdlidr, but 
which in all probability dates from the time of the 
Mishnah (according to Reitzenstein, it is a product 
of the 2nd cent. B.C.). This is the Safer Y‘^rd. 
Both the mediffival ^S’bbala and the Sefer Y‘^ird 
elaborate some or all of the following elements of 
Rabbinic mysticism : (a) the sh‘khtndh, (6) the 
Holy Spirit {ruah haJe-^ddhesh), (c) angelology, 
Metatron, Memra (‘word,’ ‘logos’), (d) mysticism 
of the Genesis cosmogony and of the chariot of 
Ezekiel, (e) the magic powers of the Hebrew 
alphabet, (/) emanation from the Deity, {g) the 
conception of §i7npim, or divine self-limitation,-_(6.) 
the conception of erotic relations between the Deity 
and the cosmos, (i) the re-incamation of the soul, 
the ecstasy of the soul’s union with God, (/) the 
T6rah as the material embodiment of the divine 
and as the only ‘ mystic way’ towards the realiza- 
tion of the divine. The Sefer Y‘strd is grounded 
upon (e). It gives us a mystical philosophy drawn 
from the sounds, shapes, relative positions, and 
numerical values of the letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. Hebrew phraseology expressing essenti- 
ally Jewish thought is put into a framework un- 
mistakably Gnostic. The world was brought into 
being by means of ‘thirty-two wonderful paths 
of -wisdomi’ These are (a) the ten cardinal numbers 
from i to 10, (6) the twenty-two letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet (divided into the three ‘ mother ’ 
letters, viz. dleph, mem, skin ; seven double letters, 
viz. bet?i, gtmel, ddleth, Icaph, peh, resh, tdv, and 
twelve ‘simple ’ letters). Concerning these twenty- 
two letters, the book says : 

•God engraved them, hewed them, weighed them, inter- 
changed them one with another, combined them, and formed 
by them the soul of everything which has been created and of 
everything which will be crea^.’ 

Herein is contained the book’s philosophy^ of the 
cosmos, which is explained in something like the 
follotving way : in the beginning God created the 
three primordial substances, air, fire, and water 
(the initial letters of each are the three ‘ mother’ 
letters mentioned above). Just as there could be 
no form in any script which did not contain^ these 
three ‘mothers’ (all the other letters being in the 
naive imagination of certain early Es-bbalists 
.‘born’ from them), so there could be no form in 
the world of sensible objects without these three 
primordial elements. But in reality these three 
are emanations from three still more previous 


elements, viz. heaven, wind, and earth; and the 
natural opposition (represented by an opposition of 
sex) of these two sets of three keeps the equilibrium 
of the universe. The seven ‘double’ letters (i.e. 
according as they have ddghesh or not) are em- 
blematic of the seven world-forces, each of which 
has its opposite to combat — thus (1) wisdom, whose 
opposite 18 folly ; (2) riches, whose opposite is 
poverty ; (3) seed, whose opposite is sterility ; (4) 
life, ivhose opposite is death ; (5) dominion, whose 
opposite is servitude ; (6) peace, whose opposite is 
war ; (7) beauty, whose opposite is ugliness. The 
world of nature as well as the world of morality is 
kept in order by the right interplay of these forces. 
The twelve ‘ simple ’ letters represent twelve attri- 
butes of the First Cause — the idea being based 
upon twelve different terms or phrases by which 
the OT designates the nature and activity of the 
Godhead. S. D. Lnzzatto in his Wikkuah'al ha- 
Kabbdldh (Goritz, 1852), following the opinions of 
Judah Halevi in the Kusdri, iv. 25, has given a 
fine elucidation of the philosophy of the Sefer 
Y‘^ird. Form (typified ny the three ‘mother’ 
letters), matter (typified by the seven ‘double’ 
letters), and nnmoer (typified by the cardinal 
numbers, one to ten) are, in prototype, aspects or 
emanations of the divine. Hence we are led on to 
the consideration of (/), viz. the treatment of 
emanation in Jewish mysticism. Professed by the 
early Gnostics, the theory of emanation reached its 
highest development in Plotinus, from whom it 
passed, througli the medium of Avicenna, to the 
philosophers and Eabbalists of the Middle Ages. 
Solomon Ibn Gabirol (q.v.) based his philosophy 
upon the belief in emanation. God is the essence 
of all existence, the life of the world, and in Him 
substance and form find their complete unity. 
But how is God, then, differentiated from the 
world ? By the fact that substance and form are 
the products, not of God, who is, in Himself, in- 
comprehensible, but of the will of God, which is 
the first emanation from the divine and which is a 
sort of intermediate link between the great Un- 
knowable and the cosmos. This will is immanent 
everywhere and is compelled by its very nature to 
be eternally creative. From it emanated matter, 
form, spirit, and soul, all of which are eternally 
creative by reason of the powers emanating from 
them. Gabirol’s influence told deeply upon the 
numerous Ea-bbalists in France, Spain, Germany, 
and Italy during the succeeding centuries, A. 
mystic work termed Bdhtr (‘Brightness’), com- 
osed by a French E*ibbalist of the 13th cent., 
evelops a doctrine of emanation which differs 
considerably from that of Gabirol. While the 
latter maintained that the world existed in God 
potentially from all eternity (God having called 
the actual world into being by a creatio ex nihilo), 
the Bdhir holds the eternity of the actual world. 
What, then, was creation ? It was an emanation 
of the ‘hidden light’ from God. This the Bdhtr 
calls the ‘ first s^trdh,’ which gave birth to the 
second sfirdh, viz. ‘ wisdom,’ from which emanated 
the third sfirdh, viz, ‘ intelligence.’ These three 
form the primary principles of the universe, and 
from them emanated, in succession, seven lower 
sftrdlh, which gave form to all material things. 
There is a transition from the infinite to the finite, 
and conversely, the finite reacts upwards upon the 
infinite. But the philosophy of the book is 
markedly inconsistent. Greater consistency com- 
bined with a deeper philosophic insight is to be 
found in the work of Azriel, a Spanish Jew (1160- 
1238), who is, however, overshadowed by Isaac ben 
Sheshet of Gerona, the author of the mystic work 
Shdar hash-skdmaytm (‘Gate of Heaven’), and 
Nahmanides (1194-1270) (q.v.). According to the 
latter, ten powers emanated in succession from the 
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Deity in the creation of the cosm m. These he calls 
‘ ten The first emanation \7as ‘ wisdom,’ 

which is likewise termed reshith (i.e. ‘beginning’) 
or nfhuddah (t. e. ‘ point ’). It is from ‘ wisdom ’ that 
all the other nine s^ftrOth emanated, in just the 
same ,way as a point is really the beginning of a 
line, i.e. it becomes a line w’hen prolonged in both 
directions, Nahmanides is extremely vague in his 
characterization of the relations between the several 
emanations. But he differs from most of his pre- 
decessors in so far as he gives a high place to the 
^iritual side of man, viz. prayer, communion with 
God, the soul. In this respect he may be regarded, 
in conjunction with Abraham Abulafia, as the 
forerunner of the Z6har—the chief of all the Jewish 
mystics,! text-books of the Middle Ages. Abulafia 
emphasized the necessity of the ascetic life and of 
contemplation. To him the various combinations 
of the letters composing the Tetragrammaton and 
the names of angels meant the revelation of secrets 
otherwise unknowable and leading to an ecstatic 
state of union with the divine and a deeper know- 
ledge of the depths of the Tdrfih, In the Zdhar 
the latter branches of Jewish mysticism are elabor- 
ated with an exceptional wealth of detail. While 
purporting to be but a commentary on the Penta- 
teuch, it is in reality quite an independent com- 
pendium of ?abbalistic theosophy. Criticism has 
long ago demonstrated the untenability of the view 
which ascribes its authorship to a liabbi of the 
2nd cent. A.D,, viz. Simeon ben Yo^iai, It is a 
syncretism of Jewish and foreign elements. The 
former consist of doctrines taken from the Talmudic 
and Midrashic literature. The latter are ‘ natural- 
ized ’ products of Neo-Platonism, Gnosticism, and 
(according to a newer theory) Sufi mysticism. The 
Z6hdr is also indebted to Solomon Ibn Gabirol and 
Abraham Abulafia. According to the Zdhar, the 
soul of the TOrSh is its mystical sense ; and man, 
having the privilege to behold everpvhere the 
divine image— the Avorld being an embodiment of 
God— can make his way to union with the divine 
reason by an understanding of, and a life led in 
accordance with, the mystic sense of the Tdrah. 
The universe is a series of emanations, and man 
may, through the instrument of the Tflrfih, recog- 
nize the divine hand everywhere and ascend to the 
‘Cause of Causes.’ God is styled En S6f ('No 
End ’), a being utterly void of attributes, who can 
only be postulated negatively. The world can 
come into contact with the En S6f only by means 
of intermediaries. These intermediaries are the 
‘ ten s<fir6th,’ or ten emanations. The first s^firdh 
was latent in the En Sdf as a dynamic force and is 
called kether (‘crown’) or n^kuddah p^shuiah (‘a 
simple point’). The first manifestation of the 
divine is a point, i.e. a unity, unanalyzable, and 
yet possessing the All. It is the Hegelian idea of 
‘ das reine Sem.’ The starting-point of everything 
is the thought as it existed in God. It is m this 
‘ thought ’ that everything was originally embraced. 
The first of the s^/irdth — the ‘ crown ’ — is the prim- 
ordial divine thought or will which, emanating 
from the Bn Sdf, contained within itself the plan 
of the universe in its infinity of time and space, in 
its endless variety of form, colour, and movement. 
‘Wisdom’ and ‘intelligence’ are the second and 
third of the sfirdth, and are parallel emanations 
from the ‘crown.’ There is a sexual relationship 
between them. Wisdom is the ‘ father,’ i.e. the 
masculine active principle, which engenders all 
things and imposes on them form and measure. 
Intelligence is the ‘mother,’ the passive receptive 
princi^e. Out of their union comes a * son, who 
is ‘reason,’ and reflects the characteristics of both 
parents. The Zdhar elaborates this sexual ide^ 
applying it to the relations between the_ deity and 
the sh^Rhtndh as well as to the elucidation of 


Biblical references to persons and events. The 
remaining seven sfirdth are mercy, justice, beauty 
victory, glory, foundation, and royalty (or king, 
dom). The last sfirah is the sum of the permanent 
and immanent activity of all the other sfirdth 
A pervading element of the Zdhar is the emphasis 
laid on the deep spirituality of prayer and upon its 
effects^ in bringing about many a change in the 
material world. In fine, every good act done by 
man, every good thought of his, leaves its impress 
upon the ‘upper’ as well as upon the ‘lower’ 
world. These two worlds are really but one, and 
are equally an emanation of divine spirit. There 
is a sh‘khtntd 'Had (‘upper Divine Presence’) as 
well as a shfkhintd tatdd (‘ lower Divine Presence ’), 
and every time man utters a prayer or performs 
an act of benevolence, a union between the two 
‘ worlds ’ is effected. The idea is expressed uniquely 
by a constantly-recurring phrase about the patri- 
archs of the J ewish race as being ‘ the upper chariot’ 
(r^tikhd'ildd) on which the deity ascends to heaven 
and descends to earth. The Zdhar influenced the 
view of many a mediaeval Christian scholar who 
claimed to find support for certain dogmas of Christ- 
ianity in the abstruse and occasionally ambiguous 
Zdharic terminology. In the Jewish domain its 
influence on mediaeval Hebrew poetry and liturgy 
is inestimable. Although many of its devotees 
were in later ages led away into moral and religions 
extravagances, which were anything but creditable 
to religion and morals, it nevertheless conferred 
upon Judaism a service of imperishable worth. It 
rescued it from the dead hand of formalism by 
revealing the eternal spiritual treasures concealed 
beneath the words of the Law and the Prophets 
and the Hagiographa. The whole subsequent 
course of Jewish mysticism — a powerful revival of 
ivhich took place among the Jews of Poland in the 
18th cent. — consists mainly of developments and 
elaborations of Zdharic doctrines. 

A word is due to the Hebrew poets and theo- 
logians of the Middle Ages who, quite indepen- 
dently of the recognized text-books of Jewish mysti- 
cism, were temperamentally steeped in the feeling 
of the unity which lies at the root of all things, ana 
who taught that there is a Soul in the universe to 
whom man ever longs to give his worship and 
adoration. The secular poems and, more particu- 
larly, the liturgical compositions of Ibn Gabirol are 
instinct with mystical sentiment. The Kether 
Malkhuth (‘Koyal Crown’) is one of the most 
beautiful descriptions ever penned of the truth of 
the Divine indwelling. The universe is composed 
of spheres one '\vithin the other j and the authoPs 
wealth of Biblical knowledge combined with his 
education in the philosophy of Plotinus is expended 
in showing how the glory of God is the secret of 
the universe, how all the elements of earth and 
‘ every common sight ’ arouse the human heart to 
the feeling of the one central all-sustaining life. 
(M. Sachs, Die religiose Foesie der Juden in 
Spanien, Berlin, 1845, has given a fine poetic 
rendering into Glerman. Extracts have also been 
translated into English verse by Mrs. Henry 
Lucas in JOE viii. [1896] 239.) _ 

The theological treatise of the Spanish-Jewish 
sage Bahya Ibn Pakuda (first half of the 11th cent.), 
written in Arabic and known in its Hebrew transla- 
tion as ffdbhdth hal-Dbhdbhdth (‘ The Duties of the 
Heart’), expresses the rapture of ultimate com- 
munion with the Divine, the joys of beholding the 
beauty of a higher world accessible only to the 
choice spirits of mankind, in lanraage of rare pas- 
sion and intensity. The true Jewish life is_, to 
Babya, acontinuM advance, a ceaseless aspiration ; 
and the goal is reached only when the intellect 
has come to ‘ know * God ana the heart to ‘ 

Him. Blence Babya’s mysticism has a twofold 
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foundation. God must bo ' experienced ’ both in- 
tellectually aud emotionally. But God in His 
essence is really unknowable. He is ‘ more hidden 
than anything which is hidden, further away than 
anything -Which is far.’ Hence how can He bo 
knouTi ? Only, answers Bal?ya, by man’s reflexion 
upon His greatness and goodness as manifested in 
the wondronsly accurate workings of the natural 
world. To this end man must go through all the 
stages of a life of purgation and purification. 
Guided in this aim by the laws of the T6r5h and 
the prescriptions of the Babbis, he will finally 
reach that pinnacle of faith and love when he will 
be able to say, as did one of the saints, ‘ Oh I my 
God, Thou hast caused me to suffer hunger. Thou 
hast left me naked. Thou hast set me doum in the 
darkness of the night, . . . even though Thou bum 
me with fire 1 shall but continue to love Thee and 
rejoice in Thee.’ But Bahya, while favouring a 
certain measure of asceticism, felt, like the best 
mystics of all nations, the beauteous necessity of 
man co-operating with his fellow in all true works 
of goodness and use. Man realizes the Divine 
Presence all the more when many share the vision. 

The Spanish-Je'wish poet and theologian Judah 
Halevi (c. 1085-1143) rises to rare heights of mystic 
perception in his religious poetry as well as in 
certain portions of his philosopiical treatise Kii^Sri. 
(A new and complete edition of the poetry under 
the title of Dtwdn des Abil-l-Sasdn Jehuda 
Sa-Lcvi was brought out by H. Brody, Berlin, 
1911, for the Mekizd Nir-Damin Society.) Spirit- 
ual love has never been more rapturously sung in 
the Hebrew language. The wooing of God by the 
soul, God as the friend to whom the soul turns 
when the hour is darkest, the sense of both body’s 
and soul’s complete subjection to God — all these 
and many kindred outpourings of the mystic are 
prominent throughout. But the poet had another 
ideal besides God. This was the rehabilitation of 
Zion. Isaiah’s striking pictures of Jerusalem as 
the bride of God, as well as the Babbinic-mystic 
interpretations of ‘dove,’ ‘my beloved,’ ‘love,’ and 
similar words and phrases in the Song of Songs 
are the foundations on which the poet builds up 
the edifice of his nmstio vision concerning the new 
Jerasalem and an Israel restored thereto. In the 
Kusari the idea is philosophically applied to the 
sMchtnah. In ii. 14-18 it is said that only Pales- 
tine could be the land of prophecy, the land where 
the first germs of religion grew, because only there 
could the sh‘kMnah exist — the sh^khtndh which 
ever waits and yearns to become joined with the 
men who have rendered themselves morally and 
physically fit to receive the mft. 

The poet and theologian Moses Hayyim Luzzatto 
(bom at Padua 1707 ; died 1747) claimed to have re- 
ceived divine revelation's from a heavenly genius 
{rnaqgtd), and his numerous mystical works, written 
in Hebrew and Aramaic — in some of which he imi- 
tated the language of the Zdhdr — fell under the 
ban of the religions leaders of his day. His ethical 
treatise M‘sillath Y‘shdrtm (‘ Path of the Upright ’) 
is based on a saying of a famous miracle-woming 
Eabbi of the 2nd cent. A.D., Phinehas ben Jair. 
It details the steps by which man renders himself 
worthy to receive the Holy Spirit. To follow out 
the full spiritual content of the Law is, to Luzzatto, 
the goal of him who is at once gifted with hdkhmdh 
(‘wisdom’) and yirdh{‘fesx of God’). The road 
lies through ‘carefulness,’ ‘diligence,’ ‘cleanli- 
ness,’ ‘ abstemiousness,’ ‘ purity,’ ‘ piety,’ ‘ humil- 
ity,’ ‘fear of sin,’ ‘holiness.’ The result is the 
incoming of the Holy Spirit. After such an 
exercise man becomes a tme ‘ disciple of the wise,’ 
a ‘ sanctuary,’ an ‘ altar.’ The sh'khindh ‘ reste 
upon such a one just as it rested upon the real 
Temple in Jerasalem.’ 
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The mystical spirit is alive in many a Jewish 
poet and theologian to-day ; but the mystical life 
18 absent. Modem conditions are unfavourable to 
the cultivation of the quietude and introspection 
which are, and always were, an indispensable in- 
gredient of mysticism. . 

See, further, art. IJabbAla. 
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MYSTICISM (Hindu). — Mysticism has heen 
defined by Edward Caird as ‘ religion in its most 
concentrated and exclusive form,’ as ‘ that attitude 
of mind in which all other relations are swallowed 
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up in the relation of the soul to God ’ (2%e Evolve 
tion of Theology in the Greek Philosophers, Glasgow, 
1904, ii. 210). This is, perhaps, in view of the 
variety of forms that mysticism has assumed in 
different ages and among different peoples, as near 
as one can approach to a definition of the content 
of the term. It is a temper, a spirit, rather than 
a clearly definable attitude to the universe, but it 
is a temper and spirit that under various aspects 
appears among all races and in all periods when- 
ever religion and the relation of the soul to the un- 
seen powerfully occupy the attention of men. There 
are no peoples who have been more powerfully and 
continuously affected by the thought of a spiritual 
world than have been tne peoples of India, and it 
is accordingly to be expected that among them the 
mystical temper of mind should be found. Again 
and again in long tracts of sterile formalism or 
from the midst of the grossest superstition 
groups of earnest seekers discover themselves 
whose insight and desire pierce to the heart of 
things. They are not Hindus, but super-Hindus ; 
they are of the true mystic brotherhood. But, 
while the sense of the reality of the spiritual 
creates this temper among Hindus no less than 
among earnest souls elsewhere, we find that Hindu 
thought possesses two characteristics which are 
closely related to each other and indeed comple- 
mentary, and which at the same time belong to 
the very nature of mysticism. Those are its 
doctrine of maya and its monism. That occupa- 
tion with the spiritual world Avhich is of the 
essence of mysticism inevitably involves a view 
that at the least lightly esteems the world of 
sense. It is true that in much Hindu thought this 
has been carried further, and a doctrine has been 
formulated that denies any positive reality to the 
world at all. This may be a step beyond the 
requirements of the mystic attitude, but in its 
contempt of the finite Hindu thought is in fullest 
accord with the mystic spirit in almost all its 
manifestations. So also in its determined quest 
for an ultimate unity Hinduism discovers itself as 
at one with mysticism, since, as William James 
affirms, ‘ mystical states of mind in every degree 
are shown by history, usually tho not always, to 
make for the monistic view ’ {Pragmatism, London, 
1907, p. 161). The ‘four marhs,’ indeed, which 
James has propounded as distinctive of the mystic 
state and which are certainly applicable to many 
phases of mysticism, viz. ineffability, noetic 
quality, transiency, and passivity, are to be found 
upon much of Hinduism, and demonstrate its kin- 
ship with that type of reflexion. The ineffability 
which is here placed first among the marks of 
mysticism is no doubt a characteristic of any 
deeply felt and vivid experience of the divine near- 
ness, and it is to be found alike in the theistic 
religion, which is overwhelmed with a sense of the 
love of God, and in the pantheist, which cannot 
use the discourse of reason or of speech since it has 
reached the bourne where difference is lost. Both 
these types of mystical experience are found striv- 
ing to express themselves in Hinduism. The 
religion of the Upanisads in its possession of 
‘noetic quality’ also betrays undoubted kinship 
with mysticism, while passivity, or ‘the mystic 
vice of quietism,’ is an obvious characteristic of a 
eat part of the Hindu religious attitude and 
e. ... 

In Hinduism, indeed, in nearly all its mani- 
festations, in its most philosophical flights as well 
as when it approaches pure shamanism and magic, 
there are to be found indications of the mystical 
temper of mind. One reason for this appears to 
lie, as far as we can pierce the secret of the soul of 
a race, in the intense preoccupation of the Indian j 
people from the earliest or at least from the i 


immediately pdst-Vedic times ivith the desire to 
escape from self-hood {ahamkara) as the one way 
to liltimate peace. The passion of this pursuit 
was, perhaps, intensified by the accompanying 
belief, wherever it may have been obtaineu, in the 
power of karma and in the long travail of trans- 
migration. The only deliverance from the endless 
revolution of the wheel of sarhsara was realized to 
lie in an escape to a region which, because there 
is no consciousness there, must necessarily be a 
barren and an empty land. Thus the quest of Hin- 
duism is impelled onward by two allied impulses 
which at the same time strengthen and contradict 
each other. It is an escape and an attainment, but in 
the escape from the bondage of the self the union 
with the ultimate One is emptied of all sense of 
realization and, in the words of Bahva to "Viiskali, 
‘ That Atman is silence ’ (Sankara on Brahmasutra, 
III. ii. 17). It is this contradiction that gives to 
so much of Indian thought that ‘ troubled inten- 
sity’ which Caird (ii. 233) finds also in the 
writings of Plotinus, justifying the claim for it, 
as for them, that it is among the highest expres- 
sions of the mystic spirit. 

I. Vedic period.— Jn the Vedic period the indica- 
tions of the mystic attitude are as yet few. The 
religion of the hymns is for the most part offiective 
in its character, and in the hymns to varuna, 
where it is most deeply felt and most spiritual, it 
seems to display more affinity ivith the unmystical 
attitude to God of the Hebrew prophets than 
with the pantheism to which ultimately it was 
transformed. There are some signs, however, in 
hymns that are supposed to belong to the close of 
this period that pantheistic and mystical specula- 
tion was already beginning to cast upon the Indian 
spirit the spell that ever since has held it fast. In 
the great Hymn of Creation (X. cxxix.) two agents 
are seen at work calling forth being from non- 
being, and with their discovery Indian thought 
seems to bo setting its face towards at least the 
possibility of that union or identification of the 
spirit of man and the spirit of the universe which 
is the goal of mystic aspiration. These two 
agents are tapas and kama. To these early 
thinkers the distinction of the material and the 
spiritual was not yet clearly formulated, but this 
tapas, or heat, which in another hymn (X. cxc.) is 
said to produce the order of the world (jia), has in 
it as truly the seed of mystic speculation as had 
the fiery breath from which Heraclitus and the 
Stoics saw all things evolve. _ "With this word and 
the ideas that it suggests is connected the long 
history of Indian asceticism as proceeding from 
belief in the power over things of the ardour of a 
mind restrained and concentrated. The thought 
of the creative power of kdma, or desire, has 
proved no less influential in the development of 
Indian religious ideas. If we may take this, ‘ the 
primal seed and germ of mind {manas] ’ (X, oxxix. 
4), as representing the idea of an tlan vital in the 
universe, the source and spring of the continual 
flux of things, then we can see why the aspiration 
to escape to the region of peace, to the final unity, 
has inapBlled so much of the mystic thou^t of 
India towards the overcoming of desire. Bound 
tapas, on the one hand, with its suggestion of a 
way to obtain power over the outer world have 
gathered often methods of magic rather than of 
pure mysticism, while, on the other, the more 
spiritual path to a more ethical goal, which we 
find in Buddhism, and in such teachmg as tliat of 
the Bhagavad-Glta (q.v.), appears to have its 
starting-point in the clue to the change and move- 
ment of the universe that these ancient thinkers 

sought in kama. . , 

These hints, whether of a primal undifferenced 
unity, which seems indeed to be nonentity but 


MYSTICISM (Hindu) 


116 


which MOWS hy its o'wn mysterious operation into 
manifoldness, or of some inchoate Logos or mind 
stuff presiding over the development, are full of 
mystic affinities. Of a different kind is the mysti- 
cism of the famous Purma sukta (X. xc. ). In this 
hymn we are told that from the body of a primeval 
giant, Puru§a (‘man the world is fashioned. The 
primitive mythological conception that is here 
made use of is enwrapped in mystic and panthe- 
istic thought, for the JPuru§a is ‘ this whole (uni- 
verse) whatever has been and whatever shall be,* 
and the act of creation is the offering of him as a 
sacrifice by the gods. Further, it is one of the 
axioms of mysticism that there is a correspondence 
between the microcosm and the macrocosm, the 
seen and the unseen worlds. It appears to be some 
such thought that is behind the crude symbolism 
of this hymn. ‘The created universe,’ says 
Swedenborg, ‘is man in an image.’ ‘From that 
universal sacrifice,’ says the Puru^a sUkta, ‘ sprang ’ 
the universe. ‘The Brahmana was his mouth. 
. . . The moon was produced from his soul ; the 
sun from his eye’ (X. xc. 12 f.). ‘Albion or man,’ 
according to \ViHiam Blake (Jerusalem), once con- 
tained ‘ ml the starry heavens.’ Thus one mystic 
voice calls to another across millenniums. 

2 . The Upanisads. — When we pass to the Upanu 
^ads, we are definitely in the midst of Indian mys- 
tical speculation. From this period onwards the 
thought of India seldom lacks the marks of this 
type of reflexion. There are two dangers that 
beset it on the right hand and on the left, tempting 
it aside from the middle path of mysticism pr(mer, 
t.e. of the religious goal of oneness with God, 
reached by the way of immediacy. These dangers 
— of what is merely metaphysics on the one hand, 
and of what is no better tnan magic on the other — 
are about the path of the Hindu thinker and the 
Hindu seeker from this time onward throughout 
the whole course of their religious history. The 
former danger is most apparent in the Upanisads 
and the systems that are built mainly upon them ; 
the latter in the popular worships. Yet it is 
possible to find what is of the very stuff of mysti- 
cism in its various forms alongside of both of those 
counterfeits. 

The Upanisads, according to Boyce, ‘contain 
already essentially the whole story of the mystic 
faith’ (The World and the Individual, p. 156). In 
the first place, they seek undeviatingly the change- 
less One, the reality of all that is; and, in tlie 
second place, they find him_, as has so often been 
the experience of mystic thinkers, in a region be- 
yond the reach of finding, a place of contradictions 
and negations. 

‘ All this is Brahman (neuter) ... He (? it) is myself within 
the heart, . . . smaller than a mustard seed, smaller than a 
canary seed, or the kernel of a canaiy seed. He also Is myself 
within the heart, greater than the earth, greater than the sky, 
mater than the heaven, greater than all these worlds ’ (CAAnn- 
aogya Up. ill. 14). ‘Tliou art woman, thou art man ; thou art 
youth, thou art maiden ; thou art an old man tottering along 
on thj’ staff ; thou art born with thy face turned everywhere. 
Thou art the dark-blue hee, thou art the green parrot with red 
eyes, thou art the thunder-cloud, the seasons, the seas. Thou 
art tvithout beginning ; thou art infinite, thou from whom all 
worlds are bom ’ (Svet. Up. iv. iii, 4). And yet at the same time 
‘ He, the Self, is to be described by No, no.' ‘ He is incompre- 
hensible, for he cannot be comprehended ’ (Bj-had. Up. hi. ix. 
26, rv. iv. 22). 

This atman, in a word, in the later phrase which 
we have already quoted, ‘is silence.’ 

These passages, which could, of course, be multi- 
plied, could at the same time be closely paralleled 
from the mystic literature of all periods, Christian 
and non-Christian. The ineffable One to whom or 
which they journey is often for them all ‘ the 
divine dark,’ ‘ the stUl wilderness where no one is 
at home.’ 

‘ The Nesdo, nescio of Bernard is identical in meaning with 
the JHeii, nrti, it is not so, it is not so, of the sage Yajfiavalkya. 


In the very contrast of the finite with the ineffable this mysti- 
cism^ives, whether it be Hindu or Christian mysticism’ (Royce, 

e ultimate One in the Upanisads, as in the Neo- 
Platonists and in so many mystics, is at once every- 
thin" and nothing — everything because it includes 
all the universe m itself, and nothing because as 
such it transcends all speech and thought. This 
contradiction is deeply -wrought into mystical re- 
flexion, so that it seems ever reaching after large 
utterance, but reaching vainly. It is present on 
many pages of the Upanisads. They seem to hover 
on the brink of revelations which they just fail to 
attain. They would pass beyond the ‘ dyke,’ the 
boundary. 

‘That Self is a dyke, a boundary . . . when that bank has 
been crossed, night becomes day indeed, for the world of Brah- 
man is lighted up once for cAV (Chhandog. Up. -vjii. 4). 

But the question arises whether this monism is 
nob so thoroughgoing that, while it may supply 
what we may call mystic speculation, it does not 
leave room for religion. This is a charge that 
especially lies against Sankara’s interpretation of 
the Upanisads, which is usually called the Vedanta, 
thou^ there are other and less completely monistic 
interpretations than his. An evidence of the mys- 
tical character of the Upanisad religion is to be 
found in its tendency towards certain classic here- 
sies and vices to which the mystic has always been 
liable. One of these is the arrogant and complete 
identification of the soul and God, with the con- 
sequent disappearance of anything that can be 
properly called religion. 

Uadalaka Arupi says to his eon, ' That which is that subtle 
essence. In it all that exists has its self. It is the True, It is 
the Self, and thou, O Svetaketu, art it ' (Chhandog. Up. vi. 11. 8). 
Would he cast his eon into the abyss of unconsciousness ? It is 
because SafikaracbArya’s doctrine led to this goal that the theist 
and mystic, Sfahar?i Devendranath Tagore, rejected its inter- 
pretation. * What we want,’ he says, • is to worship Ood. If the 
worshipper and the object of worship become one, then how 
can there be any worship?’ (AufoAic^apAy of Devendranath 
Tagore, p. 72). 

This advaita doctrine may agree with some pas- 
sages of the Upanisads, but other passages indicate 
that to many of those seers this was not apparent 
ns the conclusion of their reflexion. The peril of 
this view is recognized more than once. They 
were not, indeed, as mystics seldom are, governed 
in their thinking by the rules of logic. At first in 
the case of one inquirer in the Chhdndogya Upani- 
sad it was satisfying to his heart to know that the 
goal was like a dreamless sleep, but on further 
consideration the prospect seemed less pleasing, 
and he returned to his teacher saying that such a 
one ‘is gone to utter annihilation.’ ‘I see,’ he 
said, ‘no good in this’ (viii. x. 4). So Maitreyl 
protests against such a ‘bewildering’ prospect 
(Brhad. Up. II. iv. 13). 

In the case of many mystics there is this vacilla- 
tion between a goal of complete peace and silence 
and one in which communion and the intercourse 
of love and trust are possible. On the one hand, 
the mystic cries with the Sufi saint, ‘Lo, I am 
debarred by plurality from the vision of unity ’ ; 
on the other, he says with Yajfiavalkya, ‘How, O 
beloved, should he know the knower?’ There is 
a continual struggle between the desire for a com- 
plete absorption which cannot be conscious at all 
and the need to realize what is attained. The in- 
tellectual character of so much of Upanisad teach- 
ing obscures the sense of the latter need. That it 
was not absent is indicated by the use, e.g., by 
Yajfiavalkya himself in one passage of the favourite 
mystic symbol of a spiritual marriage to represent 
the final union with tlie Absolute. 

‘ As a man, when embraced by a beloved wife, knows nothing 
that is without, nothin"; that is within, thus this person, when 
embraced by the intelligent (prajlla) Self, knows nothing that 
is without, nothing that is within ’ (Brhad. Up. iv. iii. 21). 

This is not a eondition of unconsciousness. It is 
what the mystics call ‘ the orison of union,’ what 
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Kuysbroeck describes as ‘the dim silence where 
all lovers lose themselves’ [L’Ornemcnt des noces 
spirituelles, new ed., Brussels, 1900). 

Mysticism is in most danger when it is most 
intellectual. It is true of much in the Upanisads 
that it is seeking to discover the relations of man 
with the_ universe rather than his relation with 
God. It is often concerned ndth the relation of the 
knower and the kno'wn rather than Avith that of 
the worshipper and God. It gives a metaphysic 
rather than an ethic or a religion. In the broad 
lines of its aspiration, however — its craving for an 
ultimate unity, a cravin" often filled with deep 
emotion, its discontent with the finite, its conviction 
that what is deepest -within is nearest akin to what 
is highest above — its value as mysticism is unchal- 
lenged. The more theistic Upanisads, such as the 
Katha, are those in which the mystic emotion is 
most present. 

‘ That Self cannot be gained by the "Veda, nor by the under- 
standing, nor by much learning. He whom the Seif chooses, 
by him the Self can be gained ’ (katha Up. i. ii. 23). ‘ The Self- 
existent pierced the opening (of the senses) so that they turn 
forward : therefore man looks forward, not backward into him- 
self. Some wise man, however, with his eyes closed and wishing 
for immortality, saw the Self behind' (ii. Iv. 1). 

This combination of introversion and desire is the 
mystic’s path to God. There is a passage in 
Plotinus, curiously parallel to this one, where he 
compares men under the influence of the discursive 
reason to ‘ a number of faces which are turned out- 
wards, though inwardly they are attached to one 
head.’ 

• But if one of us, like one of these faces, could turn round 
either by his own effort or by the aid of Athene, he would 
behold at once God, himself and the whole ' (quoted in Caird, 
ii. 296). 

3 . The bhakti school. — It must never be for- 
gotten that the differentia of all Indian thought 
lies in the fact that the doctrine of karma and 
samara is for it an axiom. The goal of all mysti- 
cism is the same, namely the ‘unitive life,’ but its 
conception of that goal and of the path to it is 
largely influenced by its thought of that from which 
it seeks escape, whether sin or sariisara. The law 
of karma and rebirth is so largely a physical law 
that the moral elements in the way of deliverance 
are not so prominent as in Western mysticism. 
With the Bruxgavad-Gita, however, the moral ele- 
ment is strongly emphasized, and along with this 
goes in this Scripture an acknowledgment of the 
value of bhakti (‘loving faith’) in bringing about 
the desired union, which marks it as belonging less 
to the philosophical than to the emotional mysti- 
cism of the Hindus. The soul, being ‘ a portion ’ 
of the Lord (xv. 7) — what other mystics might call 
an ‘ uncreated spark ’ of the di-vine — returns to its 
home in God. 

The seeker, becoming ‘ free from the thought of on I,' ‘ recog- 
nizes by devotion (bhakti) in verity who and what I am,’ says 
Kr?na: 'then becoming me in verity, he speedily enters into 
me’'(xvii!. 65). ‘Surrendering all the laws come for refuge to 
me alone, I will deliver thee from all sins ; grieve not ’ (xvHi. 
66). ‘ In (Kr?tfo) seek refuge with thy whole soul ; by his grace 
thou Shalt win supreme peace, the everlasting realm ’ (xviii. 62). 

These words give the keynote of the emotional 
mysticism which centres chiefly in the names of 
&sna and Bama, and which is described by the 
general name of bhakti (see Bhakti-siaega). 
While the mysticism of the Upanisads was some- 
times too cold, that which we find here is sometimes 
warm with a too earthly passion. The method of 
all mysticism is love, and in the whole bhakti 
movement this is the accepted means by which the 
worshipper and the object of his worship are brought 
together. 

• Bhakti leans to love very perceptibly, even to erotic passion, 
but it expresses affection of a pure sort ns well ns that of a 
sensual nature; which latter aspect, however, is to be found 
and cannot be ignored. In fact the danger of bhakti, become 
too ardent and lapsing into mystic eroticism, is apparent in the 
mediieval expression of this emotion. It is not inteliecuml, yet 
the play 0 / meaning between faith and love (perhaps trust) Is 


generally present’ (ITopkins, JBAS, July 1911, p. 733) The 
object of this worship is Bhagavat, the Blessed One ’who 
makes blessed his bhaktas, those who have made him' theirs 
and are devoted to him ’ (ib. p. 738), 


The history of this school has been dealt with 
in detail in the art. Bhakti-maeqa. It -will be 
enough to indicate here some of the more distinc- 
tively mystical elements in its religious practice 
and belief. The strength of the emotion is seen 
resulting in something like hysteria in Chaitanya 
(1486-1534) and his foTlcwers, and in sensuality in 
the_ Vallabhas. In the Chaitanga-charit-ampt, 
which is said to be a contemporary Bengali bio- 
graphy of the saint, we read of tears of rapture, 
swoons of love. Chaitanya on one occasion is said 
to have ‘manifested a marvellous power; everyone 
who danced around him saw that the master was 
gazing only at him.’ The climax of this bhakti is 
the madhura rasa in which ‘the votary serves 
ICrsna as a lover oflTcring his or her own person ’ 
[Chditanya-chant-amrt, p. 244). The peril of such 
unbridled emotionalism is seen in those practices 
of the Maharajas of the Vallahha sect which were 
exposed in the Bombay courts in 1863. This mddh- 
urya is expressed by Mirahai, who was queen of 
Udaipur in the 15th cent., in these words which 
are attributed -to her ; ‘ There is but one male in 
existence, namely my beloved Kanai Lai (Kr§na), 
and all besides are females.’ 

Other and higher aspects of mystic aspiration 
are to be found in Kamananda and Tulsi Das in 
the north, in Tukarfim and the Maratha saints in 
the -west, and especially in Manikka-vaiagar and 
the Saiva saints of the south. The note of all 
those saints is the desire to draw near to God, to 
find Him in a personal, inward experience. ‘The 
worship of the impersonal,’ says Tulsi Das (Bamd- 
yana, tr. Growse, Allahabad, 1883, vii, 106), laid no 
hold of my heart.’ The comparison of the seeker 
to a child who has lost his mother occurs fre- 
quently ; or, again, God is the element in which 
the soul lives. 


‘Devotion to Rama,’ says a sage in Tulsi Das's Rfimoyapa 
(lac. ctf.), ‘is like the element of water and my soul— which is, 
as it were, a fish— how can it exist without it? ’ 

So Tukaram in one of his Abhahgas ; 

’ As the bride looks back to her mother’s house 
And goes, but with dragging feet ; 

Even 60 it is with my soul, O Lord, 

That Thou and I may meet. 


As a child cries out and is sore distressed, 

When its mother it cannot see, 

As a fish that is taken from out the wave. 

So ’Os, eaye Tuka, with me.’ 

The desire for nearness to God is the characteristic 
of all this movement of devotion : 

* Bat now where’er I sit. 

Or stand or walk. Thou art forever near ' 

(Sivavakyam, in h. D. Barnett, Heart of India, 
London, 1903, p. 92). 


Kabir (t 1518) and the group— NSnak and the Silih 
gurus, Dadu, etc. — that are associated with his 
modes of thought differ from those named above in 
the fact that Muhammadan teaching has had an 
influence upon tfiem by the side of Hinduism. 
Whether Kabir was by birth a Muhammadan or a 
Hindu, he not only was associated with Eamananda 
but also probably came under Sufi influences. He 
says, like the rest, ‘ Thou art the ocean ; I am the 
fish of the water.’ He tells the Yo^i, ' Your Lord 
is near, yet yon are climbing the palm-tree to seek 
him.’ ‘ When I lie down I lie prostrate at his feet. 

It is the faith of these saints that the God who 
is very far off and ‘whose name is unutterable 
has dra-wn near to men, whether by an avatara 
(see INCABNATION [Indian)) or by means of B.gui^, 
or even by the medium of the divme name. ‘ With- 
out the guru,’ says Nanak, ‘ none has found God. 
Behind all the thought of the bhakti school there 
is the idea of God as a being lifted above the world. 
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•with which His relation has somehow to he medi- 
ated, and at the same time the conviction that it 
owes all its reality to Him. The antinomy is one 
that is familiar to all students of mystic thought. 
The idea of emanations is a favourite method by 
which mystic thinkers have sought to safeguard 
the Absolute in His relations with the universe. 
Closely parallel to the fivefold hierarchy of exist- 
ence of Plotinus is the doctrine of vyuhas, or lower 
manifestations of the para form, or transcendent 
essence, of the Godhead. These are partly mytho- 
logical, partly metaphysical, and are to bo found 
in the Mahabharata (Santi Parvan, cccxli. 70-73) 
as well as in the system of Eamiinuja (f 1137), 
the philosophical theologian of the hhakti school. 
Vasudeva, Saiiikar§ana, Pradyumna, Aniruddha, 
and Brahma form a series of intermediaries between 
the ^preme Reality and the created world. So 
also Sri, or LaksmI, the wife of Vi^nu, typifies, 
according to Ramanuja, the activity of the Supreme 
Spirit in the region of the finite. 

The sacramental meal has its place in some of 
these cults, just as it has in Chnstian mysticism. 
It is specially important in the practices of the 
Kablr Panth, where the Jot Prasad, a ceremony 
of initiation and communion, has for its ainr the 
bringing of the worshipper into fellowship with 
God. Betel-leaves upon which has been written 
the secret name of God are eaten. The food pre- 
sented to the initiates, which is chiefly coco-nut 
and the consecrated betel-leaf, 'is regarded as 
Kahir’s special gift and it is said that all who 
receive it worthily will obtain eternal life’ (G. H. 
Westcott, Kahlr and the Kablr Panth, Ca'wnpore, 
1907, p. 132). 

4 . False mysticism. — Alongside of the true 
mysticism which has been an element in Hindu 
thought throughout its whole history there has 
been a false mysticism closely allied to magic, and 
to it some reference must be made. The differ- 
ence between mysticism and magic, according to 
E. Underhill, is that ‘ magic wants to get, mysti- 
cism wants to give’ (Mysticism*, London, 1912, 
p. 84). The ascetic who by tapas or by yoga 

ractices obtained powers that made the gods fear 

im, or whose personality was enlarged and the 
power of his will made dominant over nature, was 
not often seeking spiritual or unselfish ends, though 
some sought to climb by this ladder to spiritual 
union. The methods of yoga were partly physical 
— breathing exercises and postures — and partly in- 
tellectual. It is not easy to define the limits that 
in these practices separate the legitimate use of 
means towards a spiritual goal from magic arts. 
The yoga ritual certainly often agrees with the 
definition of a magical rite as ‘ a tremendous forcing 
house of the latent faculties of man’s ^iritual 
nature’ (A. E. Waite, The Occult Sciences, London, 
1891, p. 14). The self-hypnotism produced by 
constant repetition of the name of the god and by 
the use of mantras, or ^ells, belongs rather to 
the region of magic or ‘ Mysticismus ' than to that 
of genuine mysticism. Some of the modem inter- 
preters of Hinduism seek to explain the ‘ feeling of 
peace and calm ’ produced by repetition of a mantra 
on the ground that it ‘ sets up certain vibrations ’ 
(Text Book of Hindu Beligion and Ethics, Benares, 
n.d., p. 167). 

Another group of those dangerous or degraded 
mysticisms have kinship with the sympathetic 
magic of primitive peoples and are based on the 
notion of the analogy of the physical and the 
spiritual. 

‘ Armed with this torch,’ the occultists ' explore the darkest, 
most terrible mysteries ot life' (Underhill, p. 102). 

This is indeed, rightly used, a valuable means to 
the discovery of truth, and has been made use of 
by most of the great mystics, but we have already 


seen its dangers in the ‘ spiritual nuptials ’ of Krsna 
and his worshipper. In the erotic and bacchanalian 
symbolisrn of the Saktas the dangers of this method 
are exhibited at their very worst. This sect has 
its roots in the very ancient worship of the female 
principle in the universe, ivith its ‘ sex emblems 
and fertilitjy goddesses.’ The Sakti worship of the 
Tantras, with its appeal to fears and passions that 
are deep in the human soul, with its suggestion 
that in the forces of lust and death may be found 
the key to the ‘ inmost, ancient mysteries,’ has had 
a wide-spread influence, especially in Bengal. 

‘Hear me, iriends,’ says OhandidiiB (14th cent.), a follower 
of the Sahajiya cult, which owed its oriftin to the Vamachari 
Buddhists, ‘ how salvation may be obtained through love for a 
woman ’ (D. 0. Sen, Bengali Language and Literature, Calcutta, 
Iflll, p. 44). ‘Tantrism,’ says L. de la Vallie Poussin, ‘ rests on 
the principle that “of all illusions” — and everything is illusion 
— “the illusion called woman is the most sublime," the most 
necessary to salvation.* ‘ No infamy, not excluding incest, is 
omitted from the worship of woman (strtpujd) the supreme 
divinity ’ (Douddhisme : Opinions sur I'histoire de la dogmatique, 
Paris, 1009, pp. 403, 405). ‘ He who worships the great Adyil 
K51i with the five makaras and repeats her four hundred names 
becomes sullused with the presence of the devl and for him 
there remains nothing in the three worlds that is beyond his 
power' tSlahdnirvdxia Tantra, vill.). The five makaras are 
nuxdya, wine, maiitsa, flesh, matsya, fish, mudra, mystic 
gesticulations, and maithuna, sexual indulgence. 

‘ The drunken consciousness,’ says William James, 
'is one bit of the mystic consciousness.’ If that 
be BO, S&ktism may claim a place in mysticism. 

5 . Modern mysticism. — ^That mysticism has not 
yet died out of India is evident when we hear the 
old cry for the One echoing through the writings 
of Swami Vivekfinanda : 

•Where is there any more misery for him who sees this 
Oneness in theUniverset . . . this Oneness of life. Oneness of 
everything’ (*Qod in Everything,’ in Speeches and Writings, 
Madras, n.d., p. 421 f.). 

A truer mysticism expresses itself in the Auto- 
biography of Mahar§i Devendranath Tagore, a 
book that is classed by Miss Underhill with the 
Testament of Ignatius Loyola and the Journal of 
George Fox. And we find the same passion for 
oneness with God expressing itself again and again 
in the finest and most truly Indian hymns of the 
young Christian Church, those, e.g., of N. V. Tilak, 
the Marat'hi poet. Thus ; 

’ As the moon and its rays are one, 

So may I be one with Thee 1 
This is my cry to Thee, my Lord, 

This is this beggar’s plea.’ 

LmnUTuni!. — ^The mystical element in tbe Upani^ads is ex- 
pounded in J. Royce, The World and the Individual, 1st ser.. 
New York, 1000, lect. iv. The mystical element in the Bhakti 
religion is frequently referred to in N. Macnicol, Indian 
Theism from the Vedic to the Muhammadan Period (‘The 
Eeligious Quest ot India’ series), Irfindon, 1916, where a biblio- 
graphy wi)l be found. One Hundred Poems of Kablr, 
tr. Rabindranath Tagore, do. 1016, and the Autobiography of 
Devendranath Tagore, do. 1914, give examples of Indian mysti- 
cism at two widely separated periods, while the prefaces to 
both those books by Evelyn Underhill provide interesting 
comparisons with the teaching of Western mystics. See also 
the artt. on the various saints referred to above, as well as 
Buakti-maboa, IncABNATioN (Indian), etc. 

N. Macnicol. 

MYTHOLOGY.— By 'mythology’ is properly 
meant the scientific and historical study of myths ; 
but the -word is often used in a looser sense to mean 
the body of myths belonging to any people or 
group of peoples. It is by no means easy to define 
a myth ; liut all myths seem to have certain charac- 
teristics in common. In the first place, they are 
traditional ; this may mean that they go back to 
a ‘ my thopoaio age,’ which represents a certain stage 
in the development of human thought. But some 
myths, such as those of the Holy Grail or of the 
Charlemagne cycle, or many legends of the saints, 
have arisen in historic times. A traditional story 
must, however, have had an origin, often perhaps 
in some individual imagination. In such a case it 
seems necessary that the story must so far express 
or coincide with the contemporary spirit as to be 
taken over by it and become common property. 
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A myth is usually, directly or indirectly, in narra- 
tive form ; its difference from ordinary tales seems 
to lie partly in the fact that it is believed to he 
substantially true, at least by those among whom 
it is first repeated ; it thus differs from a parable 
or allegory, as well as from a fiction or romance. 
Moreover, most myths, if not all, are setiological ; 
that is to say, they grew up or were invented to 
explain certain phenomena, beliefs, or customs. 
Thus the relation of mythology to religion and 
theology becomes clear, if we accept the definition 
quoted by TV. Warde Fowler ; 

‘ Religion is the effective desire to be in right relation to the 
Power manifesting itself in the universe ’ (Religiout Experience 
of the Roman People, London, 1911, p. 8). 

For mythology, by its explanations and illustra- 
tions of the nature and character of the gods or 
other powers, would help man to keep his relations 
ivith them on a right basis. The relations of 
mythology and ritual, or the various forms of 
religious worship, are also veiy close, since ritual 
supplies the means whereby the desire contained in 
the above definition of religion can be made efiec- 
tive ; and these means evidently depend on the 
nature of the powers to be worshipped or pro- 
pitiated. 

In relation to magic, mythology serves a similar 
function, except that in this case the powers to be 
dealt with are of a lower and often of a malevolent 
order. Between mythology and folklore it is not 
easy to draw a definite line. Much folklore is 
mythology in the making ; much may be a survival 
of broken-down myth. In primitive ages myth- 
ology and history are often inextricably mingled, 
ana many of the early speculations of natural 
science have been embodied in mythical form. 

I. Classification of myths,— One of the chief i 
problems that are met in the study of comparative | 
mythology is the question how far similarity in 
myths must be held to imply a common origin, 
and how far such similarity may be due to psycho- 
logical laws, to the tendency of the human mind 
under similar conditions and in a similar stage 
of development to produce similar myths. In 
some cases, in European peoples, e.g., influence 
and reaction seem to offer the most probable ex- 
planation. But, when we find similar tales told 
to explain similar phenomena or customs in places 
so far removed from one another as Greece and 
Australia, direct influence from one on another 
seems precluded. Here the analogy of art forms, 
and especially of decorative forms, is instructive, 
when we find identical patterns, arising indepen- 
dently from similar technical conditions, in early 
Europe and in America. It seems that in the case 
of myths also similar tales in remote regions may 
be of entirely independent origin. On the other 
hand, we often find, aide by side or even confused 
together in the mythology of the same people, 
myths belonging to strata remote from one another 
in the course of development. Such myths may 
either be survivals from a primitive age or be 
borrowed from a people in a more primitive or a 
more advanced stage. Any classification of myths 
is, for these and other reasons, full of difficulties, 
and admits of a great deal of cross-division ; it 
must in many cases involve a choice between 
various theories as to the origin of the myths. 
There are, however, many myths_ which fall indis- 
putably into one of the classes given below ; they 
are classified according to the phenomena, institu- 
tions, or beliefs with which they are associated. 

(1) Periodic natural changes and seasons . — ^Many 
myths are connected with the regular alternation 
of day and night and of wnter and summer. The 
sun and the moon are usually regarded as persons. 
In addition to tales connected with the daily ci^se 
of the sun and his nightly voyage of return from 


west to east, we also find many others concern- 
ing his annual variations, and especially the 
winter and summer solstices. Rites on these 
occasions, often of a magical character with fires 
and dances, exist throughout the world, and various 
stories are told to explain them. The god is often 
represented as absent or distant for half the year • 
but it is not easy to distinguish between such tales 
and those connected with the ‘ year spirit,’ or the 
growth and fall of vegetation. The moon and its 
phases are commonly believed to have an intimate 
connexion with the birth and growth of both 
miimals and plants. Sun and moon are consorts 
in many mythologies, the sun being usually male 
and the moon female; but this relation is some- 
times inverted. The stars also have a place in 
many mythologies, especially in those of peoples 
who, like the Chaldaeans in Babylonia, gave much 
study to astrology. The myths connected witli 
the ‘year spirit^ have attracted much attention 
from modem mythologists, and appear to be of 
almost imiversal diffusion; they Mso have an 
intimate connexion with human activities, whether 
of a practical kind, as in sowing, harvest, etc., or 
in special rites or customs intended to stimulate or 
maintain the activity of nature. These rites and 
the stories connected with them mostly represent 
the death or departure and the renewal, resurrec- 
tion, or return of some person or persons on whose 
life and vigour the growth and fertility of crops, 
trees, and other vegetation are believed to be 
dependent. The tales of Adonis and of Persephone 
suffice to show the kind of myth which accompanies 
such rites. Sometimes the tale is not of death, 
but of departure and return, as in the celebration 
of the absence and return of Apollo at Delphi. 

(2) Other natural ohjects,-^t seems to be an 
almost universal tendency for primitive man to 

j impute a personal existence to natural objects, 

! especially conspicuous objects. In its most primi- 
I tive form, the fetish or animistic stage, this may 
not lead to the production of myth; but the polydre- 
monic and polytheistic stages that follow lend 
themselves to extensive my thological development. 
Trees, e.g., and bushes are in many parts of the 
world believed to be inhabited by beings who may 
either be identified with them or regarded as having 
a separate existence but taking refuse in them. 
The dryads and other tree-myths of Greece are a 
familiar example. Rivers are frequently thought 
of as persons, and receive divine honours, and many 
tales are told of them. We also find what seem at 
first more like abstract impersonations, such as 
heaven and earth, the sea, etc. But some of these 
appear to be quite primitive, though they do not 
often develop into myth, apart from their associa- 
tion with definite gods. 

(3) Extraordinary or irregular natural pheno- 
mena.— It is easy to understand how these, even 
more than the regular vicissitudes of nature, gave 
rise to stories explaining their origin or cause. 
Strange rocks or fissures were attributed to super- 
natural agency, just as they are still attributed in 
many countries to saints or to the devil, in both 
cases probably substitutes for the gods of an earlier 
ujythology. Eruptions and earthquakes are attri- 
buted to the struggles of subterranean monsters, 
storms and tempests to special gods. The ivinds, 
whether beneficent or maleficent, are in many 
places regarded as persons, often rushing on lyild 
norses ; in some cases, as W. Mannhardt pomte 
out,‘ the devastation -wrought by them m attn- 
buted to creatures who are not to be regarded as 
personifications of winds or stormy bat rather^ 
wild beings of rocks and woods. The tale of the 
universal flood and its survivors is knoivn not only 
in Mesopotamia, but also in widely remote regions, 

1 Antike "WaU- und Feldkulte, p. 00. 
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Eclipses of the sun and moon are often regarded as 
due to a monster or dragon who tries to swallow 
them, and has to be driven away by human agency. 
Such swallowers, often of their own offspring, occur 
in many mythologies, perhaps not always due to 
a similar origin. 

(4) The origin of the universe . — Speculation as 
to the origin of the visible world occurs in many 
primitive mythologies ; it varies between the two 
extreme notions of a creator existing independently 
of the world and fashioning all things by his wifi 
and some form of evolution. Many systems com- 
bine both theories in varying proportions. There 
often exists in the religion of primitive peoples a 
vague belief in a supreme god or all-father, which 
can hardly be derived from a more advanced mono- 
theistic system. But the creation of things is not 
as a rule attributed to him ; it is usually assigned to 
some being or set of beings of an intermediate 
character. The notion of a primeval chaos out 
of which the cosmos is gradually evolved is not 
uncommon. Sometimes the earth is fished up 
out of the water by some creative agent; some- 
times, as in early Greek mythology, water is the 
origin of all, or else the marriage of earth and 
heaven. 

(5) The origin of the gods . — ^In many mythologies, 
both of a primitive and of a highly developed 
character, the gods, even if immortal, are not 
thought of as having always existed, and stories 
are told as to their origin, birth, and family rela- 
tions, and their substitution for an earlier dynasty 
of gods. Often these earlier gods have little mytho- 
logical personality, and are little more than ab- 
stractions, made up to explain the existence of 
their snccessors. Sometimes we find a belief that 
the present dynasty of gods, as it has begun, is 
also to pass away or be superseded; a familiar 
example is seen in the Scandinavian legend of the 
twilight of the gods. We also find tales of gods 
coming from elsewhere, as in the Greek stories of 
the wanderings of Apollo or of Dionysus. In some 
cases these may actually record the route by which 
the worship of the god was spread ; but there is 
here a danger of confusion with similar tales due 
merely to the annual vicissitudes of nature men- 
tioned under (1). 

(6) The origin of animals and of mankind . — 
These two are often intimately connected, and the 
possibility of the one being produced by or trans- 
formed into the other is a common belief. It is 
especially found in connexion with the system of 
totemism [g.v.), in which particular animals or 
even plants are regarded as the ancestors or kindred 
of certain families or groups. A creator god is 
sometimes vaguely believed in ; but the creation 
of living things, as well as of the universe, is very 
commonly assigned to some intermediate creator, 
sometimes in animal form ; a well-known example 
is the mantis grasshopper, which is regarded as the 
creator' in S. Africa. The tale of men being 
moulded of clay and then given life, known to 
us in Greece in the myths of Pandora and of 
Prometheus, is also found elsewhere. Another 
story of Avide prevalence is that men Avere made 
from stones or rocks, as in the tale of Deucalion 
and Pyrrha, or that they sprang from the ground 
os the result of the solving of some strange seed, 
such as dragon’s teeth. 

(7) Transfo7~mations. — ^A belief in the possibility 
of transformation of men into animal and other 
forms is almost universal, and is implied in in- 
numerable stories. For classical examples, Ave 
need only remember the title of Ovid’s Metamor- 
phoses. The power is commonly attributed to 
Avitches and Avizards of all sorts, and also especially 
to sea-creatures and other elemental spirite, as in 
the case of Proteus and Thetis, and numerous 


examples from northern folklore and fairy-tales. 
A curious and sinister form of the belief is seen in 
lycanthropy (g.v.) and the tales in Avhich men are 
supposed to change into a Avolf, a leopard, or other 
beast of prey. The transformation of men or of 
beings in human form into trees or bushes is the 
basis of many tales; their transformation into 
stones is also common, and is often represented 
either as a punishment for some ofl'ence or as due 
to magic. See art. Metamorphosis. 

(fi) Heroes, families, and nations. — It is a usual 
tiling for any family or tribe to trace its descent 
from a common ancestor, and traditions of relation- 
ship are often embodied in elaborate genealogies. 
Such tribal heroes are often regarded as capable 
of performing many things beyond the poAvers of 
modern men, and numerous and varied tales are 
told of their exploits in destroying giants or mon- 
sters, of their beneficial inventions, and of the 
social institutions Avhich they founded. Tales of 
a heroic age may sometimes have no such racial 
relation ; but it seems usually to be the case that 
the heroes of them are, if not regarded as ancestors, 
at least of a tribal or national character. Even 
the heroic saints Avho replace them in more recent 
tales are as a rule specially associated Avith some 
particular place or nation. 

(9) Social iTistitutions and inventions. — ^All the 
arts of Avar and peace, the chief advances in civili- 
zation and social organization, and the material 
means by Avhioh they are attained are very com- 
monly attributed to gods or to tribal heroes. The 
gift of fire, or , the stealing of fire from heaven, 
attributed in Greece to Prometheus, is a subject 
for stories in almost eveiy region of the earth ; 
tales are also told of the invention of metal-AVorking 
and other crafts. Customs and institutions, alike 
of primitive and advanced races, are frequently 
said to have been ordained by the gods or estab- 
lished by a legendary hero, and various tales are 
told botli of their foundation and of the penalties 
that follow breaches in their observance. 

(10) Exigence after death andplaces of the dead. 
— ^The belief in continued existence after death is 
almost univereal, though this existence is often of 
a shadoAvy and unsubstantial kind. On the other 
hand, the dead are often thought of as having con- 
siderable poAver either for good or for evil, and are 
accordingly objects of Avorship. There are often 
found side by side the tAvo inconsistent notions 
that the dead may be found or invoked near their 
tombs, Avhere they are sometimes seen in the form 
of a serpent or other animal as well os in a human 
apparition, and that they go aAvay to some distant 
and mysterious place of the dead. This is usually 
toAvards the sunset or the Avest, and is either on an 
island or separated from the land of the living by 
an ocean or a river, Avhich has to be crossed by boat. 
Charon, the ferryman of the dead, is familiar from 
Greek myth, and has his counterpart in many other 
regions. Sometimes the land of the dead is a dark 
and dismal region beloAV the earth, approached by 
caves or chasms ; many tales are told of men Avho 
have Ausited it and returned. Tales of the trans- 
migration of the souls of the dead into men or 
animals are not nncommon. Tribal or national 
heroes are often believed to return and help their 
descendants or successors in times of great stress. 
The belief that the happiness or misery of exist- 
ence after death depends upon conduct or cere- 
monial observance in life is very Avide-spread ; and 
many tales record instances to prove it. 

(11) Drnmons and monsters. — The imagination of 
man often peoples Avild or desolate places Avith 
terrible or horrible creatures ; it has been said that 
the savage is never less alone than Avhen he is 
alone ; and even among cmlized people we often 
find an unreasoning fear of the dark or of the 
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WMte. This often finds expression in tales of 
beings that inhabit these regions, whether of 
human or monstrous form. Rivers also and pools 
are inhabited, sometimes bj nixies or water-nymphs, 
sometimes by horrible monsters like the Scottish 
kelpie or the Australian hunyip. Floods and other 
disasters, sneh as the devastating of the land, are 
often attributed to these monsters, and their 
destruction or taming aSbrds an opportunity 
for the prowess or power of heroes and saints, as 
in the case of Bellerophon and the Chimffira, St. 
George and the Dragon, or St. Martha and the 
Tarasq^ue. The centaurs and satyrs, too, are 
examples of iivild creatures of the wood and moun- 
tain. The struggle between gods or heroes and such 
monsters often comes to symbolize any struggle 
between good and evil, or between higher and 
lower ideals. 

(12) Historical events . — It is usually difficult and 
often impossible to draw any clear line between 
history and myth. Many mythical traditions, such 
as that of the siege of Troy, are now generally con- 
sidered to have a historical basis; on the other 
hand, many historical personages, such as Alex- 
ander in the East or Charlemagne in the West, 
have become the centres of cycles of myths. The 
notion of what is historical evidence, and also of 
what events are probable or possible, varies greatly 
from age to age and from place to place. And, 
while it does not follow that, because we find 
certain improbable or impossible elements in any 
story, the whole story is entirely mythical, we are 
often confronted in such cases mth the difficulty 
that what seem to us the probable and improbable 
elements often rest on precisely the same authority. 
It is impossible to lay down any rules for discrim- 
inating between historical and mythical tales; 
nothing is much help except a wide experience of 
such tales, coming from various regions and various 
strata of development. It is, e.g., often difficult, 
if not impossible, to tell whether some mythical 
heroes are early gods whose divinity has become 
humanized or actual men who have come to acquire 
divine or semi-divine honour. The question is of 
great importance in view of the Euhemeristictheory, 
mentioned below, which would give history a lead- 
ing place as a source of myth. 

The above classification cannot, of course, be 
regarded as exhaustive ; but it includes most of 
the commoner classes of myths. 

a. Origin of myths. — Numerous theories exist i 
as to the origin of myths, and most of them are to | 
a greater or less extent tenable ; here the main 
difficulty and confusion arise from the indiscrim- 
inate way in which one theory or another has been 
applied as a kind of universal key to solve all 
mythological problems. Most myths, and still 
more most gods and other mythical personages, 
are of a highly complex character, and are com- 
pounded of elements varying in origin as well as 
in stage of mythical development. Myths may 
therefore be classified, not only according to the 
phenomena, actions, or beliefs ■with which they are 
associated, but also according to the origin of the 
ideas which they express. 

(1) Meteorological.—'i'ae tendency, in a primitive 
age, to assign a personal existence to the sun, the 
moon, and other heavenly bodies has already been 
noticed. The stories that are told about them are 
for the most part such as might be told about any 
other god or hero, and give little scope to the 
elaborate allegorical or figurative interpretations 
that were applied too literally by Max Mtiller and 
other advocates of the ‘ solar myth.’ Few mytho- 
legists, e.g., would now derive the tale of Heracles 
aim his death by the shirt poisoned with Nessus 
blood from the snn setting amid red clouds. To 
take another example, while there may be some 


elements derived from a wind-god in the mythologv 
of the Greek god Hermes, the attempt made bv 
W. Rospher^ to derive all his functions from this 
conception is an example of misapplied ingenuity. 

(2) Physical. — This class corresponds to the myths 
connected with various natural phenomena, and 
need not here be further commented on. 

(3) Bitual. — Many myths originate in the 
explanation of ritual practices. The value of a 
ritual custom in preserving the tradition of some 
event is fully recognized; and a similar origin 
comes, partly by analogy, to be assigned to many 
practices which had their origin in magic rites or 
other different sources. For instance, it was the 
custom for the Greek women of Thebes and other 
towns to conduct nightly dances on the mountains 
in honour of Dionysus at certain seasons; and 
hence arose the story that the god himself had once 
led his Maenads over Cithaeron. Again, the com- 
mon custom of celebrating annually in spring the 
departure or death and resurrection or return of 
a person representing the spirit of the year or of 
vegetation led to the growth of such beautifffi 
my ths as that of the loss and return of Persephone. 
It is difficult to set a limit to this infiuence of 
ritual on myth ; for even in cases where the myth 
has a different origin the manner in which it is 
celebrated or commemorated often comes to react 
npon the tale itself. 

(4) Historical orEuhemeristic. — The mostextreme 
application of this theory was made by the philo- 
sopher Euhemerus, towards the end of the 4th cent. 
B.c. He maintained that all myth was of histori- 
cal origin, and that the gods were men who had 
performed great exploits or conferred benefits upon 
their fellows. In proof, he quoted the grave of 
Zeus shown in Crete. The theory was recently re- 
habilitated by Herbert Spencer’s attempt to derive 
religion from ancestor-worship ; but it would not 
now be accepted by mythologiste except within 
certain limits. We have already noticed that teles 
of historical events of persons often show mythical 
accretions or transformations. But the great mass 
of mythology cannot be explained as transmuted 
history. See art. Exthemerism. 

(6) Artisfic.~When artistic representations of 
mythical subjects exist, they often have consider- 
able influence on the form of myths. The mixed 
Orientol monsters which we know as sphinx and 
siren, e.g., ■were borrowed by Greek art merely as 
decorative types. There is no reason to suppose 
I that even in the time of Homer these monsters 
were thought of under what later became their 
recognized forms. The representation of mythical 
scenes was often transferred from one tale to 
another, and so the artistic tradition came to in- 
fluence the mythical one. 

(6) Ethical.— Some m:rthioal stories seem either 
in origin or in form to he mainly ethical in char- 
acter, to be, in short, tales ■with a moral, A 
familiar example is offered by ./Esop’s Fables ; but 
it is uncertain how far these are of a traditional 
character. The same doubt occurs in other cases, 
such as the myth of the choice of Heracles. Though 
such m^hs usually have an artificial appearance, 
some of them may be of a primitive origin, especi- 
ally those which tell of retribution following the 
breach of some divinely sanctioned law or custom, 
or of a prohibition to see or touch some sacred 
object. 

(7) Mystical or allegorical.— My sticsl interpreta- 
tions of myth have been prevalent at various times 

e.p., among the Neo-Platonic scKooI in Greece. 

But such interpretations are mostly fanciful, and 
have very little connexion ■with the origin of the 
myths. It has been thought that such allegoncal 

1 Bermes ier Windgott, Lelpiie, 1878, »Iso Lexikon, Mt. 

• Hermes.' 
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interpretations were taught in the Greek mysteries ; 
hut this is not now believed to have been the case, 
apart from the simplest and most obvious symbol- 
ism. Myths of an entirely allegorical character, 
such as that of Cupid and Psyche, are mostly of 
late origin. 

It is clear that myths vary considerably accord- 
ing to the form in which they are repeated or pre- 
served and the character or status of those who 
repeat them. The science of mythology is con- 
cerned mainly, if not exclusively, with myths of a 
genuinely popular character and of spontaneous 
growth, but these are often modified or transformed 
according to the media in which they are preserved. 
Thus official mythology, whether preserved in 
temple records and sacred books or in other works 
of a systematizing character, will tend to produce 
a deceptive uniformity, hy suppressing ditlerences 
and variations which are often interesting and by 
passing over apparently irrelevant or unseemly 
details, which would often have given a clue to 
the origin or meaning of the myth. The same is 
true to an even greater degree of the myths pre- 
served to us jn poetical form. The more serious 
poets often give them an ethical character, and 
use them to embody deep religious truths or subtle 
studies of character; others use them freely as 
themes for imaginative embroidery, so that it is 
difficult to distinguish the myth itself from mere 
fiction. Plato’s reieotion of the unworthy stories 
of the gods from his ideal State shows what treat- 


ment of mythology we must expect from philoso- 
phers ; we have already noticed the fancifulmethods 
of interpretation of the Neo-Platonists, and the 
later artificial allegories. On the other hand, some 
quite early speculations of philosophers, both in 
the moral and in the physical world, may have 
come to be preserved in mythical disguise. 

The study of mythology is for all these reasons 
obscure ana difficult, but, when rightly and cau- 
tiously pursued, it abounds with evidence as to 
the primitive aspirations and beliefs of mankind, 
and as to the various stages of moral and intellec- 
tual development. 

liiTEHATCttE. — The literature of the subject is very extensive 
and miscellaneous ; the following are a few of the works that 
deal with mythology in its wider aspects : J. G. Frazer, 0&, 
London, 1011 ff. (very full bibliography in vol. xii., 1916); A. 
Lang, Myth, Ritual, and Relimon, do. 1887, art. ‘ Mythology' 
In RBrlt ; w. Roscher, Lexikon der g^ehischen und rtmt' 
Uchen Mythologit, Leipzig, 1884 ff. ; E. B. Tylor, PC, London, 
1878; F. Max Muller, Lectures on theScimce of Languagfi, 
do. 1871, Selected Essays, do. 1881; L. R. Farnelf, CGS, 
Oxford, 1896-1909; L. Preller, Orieehisclu Mythologit^, ed. C. 
Robert, Berlin, 1894, RSmische Mythologies, ed, H. Jordan, do. 
1881-83; O. Gruppe, Griechisene Mythologie und Religion, 
Munich, 1006 ; G. Wissowa, Religion und Cullus der RSmerS, 
do. 1912; J. E. Harrison, Prolegomena to the Study of Greek 
Religion^, Cambridge, 1008; W. Mannhardt, Antike Wald- 
und Feldkulte, Berlin, 1877, Mythologisehe Forschungen, Stress- 
burg, 1884 ; J. Grimm, Reutsche Mythologies, Berlin, i876-78 ; 
tr. J. S. Stallybrass, London, 1882-88; E. S. Hartland, 
Legend of Perseus, do. 1894-06 : E. Rohde, Psyches, Tubin- 
gen and Leipzig, 1003 ; A. W. Howltt, Eative Tribes of S.E. 
Australia, lA>n&n, 1904 ; H. H. Bancroft, JWil, do, 1875-76. 
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NABAT.^ANS. — - The Nabatmans were an 
Arab race which, from about the 6th cent. B.O., 
occupied the south and east of Palestine, the old 
Edomite country, with Petra os a capital and 
centre of their caravan trade. Though Arab by 
race, they used a dialect of Aramaic for writing 
and commerce. Before the Hellenistic period 
almost nothing is knoivn of them. Probably they 
are the same as the Nabfn&ti mentioned by Asur- 
banipal (7th cent. B.C., KB ii. 216 fi'.); Josephus, 
followed by Jerome, identified them with the OT 
Nebaioth (Jos. Ant. i. xii. 4; Jerome, Queest. in 
Gen. 25'* [PL xxiii. 977]) ; etymologically the con- 
nexion is uncertain, though Lagarde maintains it 
(Bildung der Nomina, Gottingen, 1889, p. 52 n.). 

The Nabatmans first appear in 312 B.C., when 
Antigonus sent two expeditions against them, ac- 
cording to Diodorus (xix. 94), who gives an account 
of their habits and trade. At times they made 
themselves troublesome on the shores of the Gulf of 
'Akaba by preying upon merchant ships (Agathar- 
chides, in Geogr. Gr. min. i. 178). Their first known 
ruler, Aretas i. (in Nabatajan ijarethath), is named 
(169 B.c.) in 2 Mao 5*; we also learn that they 
were on friendly terms with the Maccabees (1 Mac 
5“ 9“). The decay of the Greek kingdoms of Syria 
and Egypt gave them an opportunity of expansion 
which was vigorously used by Erotimus (t a 
Grreoized form of Aretas ii.), the real founder of 
their power (Justin, xxxix. v. 6f.). The Naba- 
tsean kingdom, called Nebatu in the native inscrip- 
tions, extended from Petra northwards east of the 
Jordan, over Ijauran (after 88 B.G.), at times even 
as far as Damascus (in 85 B.C., and again c, A.D. 
34-62), and southwards into N. Arabia, as far as 
the north-east shore of the Bed Sea. In 85 B.C. 
Aretas ni. ruled in Damascus and struck coins 
there, ‘ of king Aretas Philhellene ’ ; not long after 


the Nabatreans began to come into collision with 
the Romans under Pompey and Scaurus (Jos. Ant. 

XIV. i. 4-ii. 3, V. 1, BJ 1. viii. 1). They managed 
to retain a tolerable measure of independence as 
‘ allies ’ or vassals through the varying fortunes of 
the Roman campaigns, and reached a high state 
of prosperity during the long reign of Aretas iv. 
(9 B.C. -A.D. 40). By this time their warlike and 
nomadic habits had been exchanged for settled life 
and the steady pursuit of profitable trade ; their 
well-equipped caravans looked like armies on the 
march ; and the enterprise of their merchants has 
left traces as far as Rome and Puteoli, and near 
Denderah in Upper Egypt (see Strabo, XVI. iv. 21, 
23, 26 ; CIS ii. 157-159 ; FSBA xxvi. [1904] 72). 
Then in A.D. 106 the short-sighted cupidity of 
Trajan reduced Petra, and the Nabateean kingdom 
was absorbed into the Provincia Arabia (Dio Cass, 
Ixviii. 14). The following is a list of the Nabataean 
kings Aretas I., 169 B.C. (2 Mac 5“) ; Aretas II., 
c. 110-96 B.C. (?= Erotimus) ; Obedas I., c. 90 B.C. 
(Jos. Ant. XIII. xiii. 5, BJ I. iv. 4) ; RabiliK T., c. 
86 B.C. {CIS ii. 349=iViS'/, p. 250 n. ; Jos. Ant. 
XIII. XV. 1, BJ I. iv. 7) ; Aretas iii. Philhellene, c. 
85-60 B.C. {CISii. 349= NS J, p. 250 n.) ; Malichus 
I., c. 50-30 B.C. {CIS ii. 158, 174=NSi 100, 102; 
Jos. Ant. XIV. xiv. If., 6, XV. vi. 2, BJ I. xiv. 1, 

XV. 1, xviii, 4, xxii, 3); Obedas li., c. 30-9 B.C. 
{CIS ii. 354=JVSI 95); Aretas iv. Philopatris, 9 
B.C.-A.D. 40 (G/Sii. 160, 197-217, 354 ; NS/ 78-91, 
95, 96, 102 ; 2 Co 11“) ; Malichus II., c. A.D. 40-71 
{CIS ii. 195, 218, and 182=NS/ 92, 99; Jos. BJ 
III. iv. 2) ; Rabilus II. Soter, A.D. 70-t 106 {CIS ii. 
183, 161 =NS/ 97 ; ib. 101, p. 255 n.) ; ? Malichus 

>.WS/=0. A. Cooke, Eorth-Semitie Inscriptions, Oxford, 
1903; RES<=Ripertoire d'ipigraphie sfmitiwe, Boris, 1000 ff. 
The numbers after CIS U., ESI, RES, refer to inscriptiont 
Unless otherwise stated. 
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III., A.D. 106((7ZSrii. 218=iV5J92).i Strabo tells us 
that the kingship and chief offices were hereditary 
and descended to the eldest son (XVI. iv. 25) ; 
associated with the king was a high official called 
‘brother’ in Nabataean and MTpovos in Greek 
(NSI, p. 246 n.). The inscriptions clearly point to 
a tribal form of government often in Greek 

inscriptions from Hauran) ; a tribal district had at 
its head a shaikh, called iOvdpxv^ (2 Co ; also 
in Greek inscriptions from ^auran), or arpaTTjy&s 
when he held military authority {NSI, p. 247 f. ; 
Waddington, Inscriptions grecques et latines de 
la Syrie, no. 2196 ; cf. Jos. Ant. XVlii. v. 1); possibly 
‘the chief of the camp’ (NSI 96) was the heir to 
this post. Another title for the governor was 
‘ epareh ’ (ib. 87, 93 ; cf. 107 ; like cTparnySs, the 
Greek word is Aramaized). An interesting feature 
of Nabataean social life is the independent position 
held by women ; they could possess and bequeath 
property j sometimes descent is reckoned through 
the female line ; the queens are often represented 
on coins {ib. pp. 221, ^6, 256). 

Most of the inscriptions have been found in the 
three chief Nabataean settlements, Petra, ?[egra 
(in N, Arabia, c. 340 miles south of Petra), and 
9auran. A great number of Nabataean graffiti, 
belonging to the 2nd and 3rd centuries A.D., are 
inscribed on the rocks in certain wadis of the 
Sinaitic Peninsula {CIS ii. 490-3323 ; see NSI, p. 
258). The splendid rock-tombs at $egra display 
the finest inscriptions {CIS ii. 197-307), and testify 
to the importance which the Nabataeans attached 
to the family burying-place. Petra is famous 
chiefly for its ruins, dating from the pre-Hellenistic 
perioa down to the first half of the 3rd cent. a.d. ; 
three or four valuable inscriptions have been found 
there, in addition to numerous graffiti {CIS ii. 349- 
489). At Petra, on a height (en-Negr) overlooking 
the main group of tombs, exists the most complete 
specimen of an ancient Semitic sanctuary that is 
knoivn, a rock-hewn place of sacrifice open to the 
sky. 

The chief god of the Nabataeans was DQshara, 
whose worship was centred at Petra (cf. Epi- 
phanius, Sar. li. 22), and from Petra spread with 
the advance of the people. By Greek and Latin 
writers he was identified with "Dionysos-Bacchus ; 
there are coins of Bostra in ^Jauran of the 3rd 
cent. A.D. which show a wine-press and the legend 
JAAfTia Aov<ripta ; but the god of a race which was 
once nomadic and dwelling in the desert cannot 
originally have had a Bacchic character ; most 
likely he was a solar deity. Now and then he is 
styled ‘lord of the temple’ {CIS ii. 235; BSS 
1088), ‘ who is at Bostra’ {NSI 92, 101), once ‘who 
separates the ni"ht from the day’ {SES 1102). 
Dushara is mermy a title =‘ owner of Shara,’ 
probably a place ; his name is unknown, unless it 
was A'ara; the two are sometimes combined {ib. 
1096, Aov(Tapei Aapoa, and 676), but separated in NSI 
101. A'ara may lie behind the Orotal = Dionysos 
of Herod, iii. 8 ; and possibly A'ara may be a form 
of the ancient Arab deity Rhda (M. _ Lidzbarski, 
Ephemeris fur semitische Epigraphik,^ Giessen, 
1900-12, iii. 90-93). Sometimes with Dushara we 
find 'and his mothab’ {CIS ii._ 198, 25Q=NSI 
94), which may mean ‘and his spouse’ {see EES 
1099). The chief goddess of the Nabateans was 
Allat, ‘the mother of the gods’ {CIS ii. 185, 198= 
NSI 80). Other deities named on the tombs are 
Manuthu {CISii. 197, 198-NSI19L), a Mddess, 
perhaps ‘ Fate * ; and the gods Qaishah, Hubala 
{ib.), She'a-alqum=‘the protector of the people,’ 
the god of the caravan {NSI, p. 255 n.). The ex- 
pression ‘the divine ‘ Obedath’ {CIS ii. 35i= NSI 

1 CISii. 1811.; Schurer, CJVi i. 728 fl.; B. Dussaud and 
F. Macler, Mission, etc., Paris. 1903, p. 69ff. ; A. Janssen and 
B. Savignac, in SB vlil. [1911] 273 ft. 


95) may imply nothing more than divus, and not 
the deification of the king after death. 

The Nabatean dialect, in which a good many 
Arabic forms and idioms occur, belongs to the group 
of Western Aramaic, and is closely related to the 
Aramaic of Ezra (? 4th cent.) and of Daniel (2nd 
cent. ). In many respects it is older than Palmy- 
rene, and agrees -with the Aramaic of Ezra, while 
Palmyrene comes nearer to that of Daniel (see 
S. A. Cook, JQB xvi. [1903-04] 2745:). Even 
after the break up of the Nabatman nationality in 
A.D. 106 the language and script continued in use 
here and there ; e.g., a sepulchral inscription from 
Segra is dated A.D. 267 (Jaussen-Savignac, BB v. 
[1908] 241 if.), and an inscription has been found at 
en-Nemara in 9<iBran dated A.D. 328 (Dussaud- 
Macler, p. 314 flf.), which, though ivritten in 
Nabatean characters, is composed in classical 
Arabic, and shows that the latter had by this time 
almost supplanted the Nabatean dialect (Lidz- 
barski, Eph. ii. 34 li'.). 

Literatubb. — F or the dialect, and references to the Nabateans 
In Arabic writers, see T. Ndldeke, ZDMff xxv. [1871] 122 ff. 
For Uegri and its tombs, C. M. Doughty, Travels in Arabia 
Seserta, 2 vols., Cambridge, 1888; J. Euting, AabatSische 
Inschri/ten, Berlin, 1885, who also collected the Sijiaitisdke 
Inschriften, do. 1891. For Petra see the magnificent work of 
R. E. Briinnow and A. von Domaszewslu, Die Provineia 
Arabia, Strassburg, 1904 ; G. tt. Dalman, Petra und seine 
Pelsheiligtilmer, Leipzig, 1908 ; and A. Mnsil, Arabia Petrcea, 
Vienna, 1907-08. Gr, A. COOKE. 


NAGAS. — As connoting a religious body, the 
word nagd is said to be a conniption of the Skr, 
nagnakafy, Hindi nahga or ndmgd, ‘ naked,’ and to 
mean a naked religious mendicant. There is no 
sect called ‘Naga,^ but the Vaisnava "Vairagis, 
Saiva Sannyasis, and Sikhs have each a sub-sect 
known by this name. 

These men, in their excess of zeal, leave off all 
covering, and in former times went about entirely 
naked. At the present day they wear the 
minimum of clothing that the laws regarding 
decency allow. Most of them, with the exception 
of the Sikh Nagas and the Jaipur Nagas, to be 
presently described, are the offscourings of 
vaisnava and Saiva mendicant communities, of 
which they are worthless and profligate members. 

In former times they were distinguished as 
travelling about in armed companies that de- 
veloped into bands of desperadoes. There are 
numerous stories current in India regarding 
sanguinary battles between Vaisnava and Saiva 
Nagas, in which there is reason to believe that 
they were assisted, and perhaps instigated, by the 
other members of their respective communities. The 
most famous, which is still remembered, occurred 
at the religious festival at Hardwar in 1760, when 
the Saiva Nagas expelled _ the Vaisnava Nagas 
from the sacred spot. It is said that no fewer 
than 18,000 of the latter were left dead upon the 
field.i During the Maratha wars the Saiva Nagas, 
often called ‘ Gosains,’ made themselves notorious 
in Central India. They attacked Colonel Goddart 
in his famous march from Bengal to Bombay in 
1778, and, under a condottiere named Anilpgir 
Himmat Bahadur, they played a prominent part 
in the fighting in Bundelkhand.® 

For the ^kh Nagas our only authority is 
Wilson. Neither Trumpp nor Ibbetson mentions 
them, nor does their name appear in the Census 


reports. 

According to Wilson, they ‘are said to differ from those of 
the Vaisnava and Saiva sects in abstaining from the use of arms, 
and following a retired and religious life. Except in going 
without clothes, they are not distinguishable from the 
Niimalas ’ (Selipiotts Sects, p. 275). 


1 F. V. Baper, in Asiatic Researches, Calcutta, 1788-1830, 
i. 455; cf. K. Baghunathji, in I A ix. [1880] 278. 
s See IGJ vL 349, lx. 71, 1 . 177, Jdli. 16, xlv. 19, 818, xlx. 401, 
rii. 279. 
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Under the British Government the marauding 
bands of Nngas have disappeared, and the only 
organized body of these men is found in the State 
of Jaipur. Here^ there is a corps of irregular 
infantry composed of 6000 Nagas. They are 
Vaisnavas, and form a military order withm the 
JDadQpanthi sect. 

•They are reputed to be faithful and daring, and, ae such, 
are more feared than the other troops of the State. They will 
not undergo any discipline, wear no uniform, and are armed 
with sword, spear, matcliiods, and shield. During the general 
mutiny of 1857, these were the only body of men really true to 
the chief, and, but for tliem, the so-called regular army would 
have rebelled.' 2 

According to Sherring (iii. 60), they are separ- 
ated into tliree sub-castes: (1) Dadupanthi, (2) 
Eamnathi, and (3) Vi?nusw5ml. The first con- 
sists of the followers of Dadu, and the second of 
those of Eamnath ; Sherring gives no information 
regarding the third. All these Jaipur Nagas are 
vowed to celibacy, and their numbers are re- 
plenished by children placed by parents under their 
charge ns disciples. For further particulars re- 
gardmg them see art. DAdu, vol. iv. p. 386. 

LmiaATORE. — H. H. Wilson, Religious, Seels o/ the Hindus, 
London, 1861, 1. 187 (Vaisnava), 233 (Saiva), 276 ^ikb) (a 
summary of Wilson's notices will be found In E. Balfour, 
Cvclopcedia of lndia’>, London, 1835, 11., s.v. ‘Naga’); M. A. 
Sherring, Hindu Tribes and Castes, Calcutta, 1872-31, liL 
13, 60. See also the various references given in the footnotes. 

G. A. Grierson. 

NAGAS. — 1. Habitat and distribution. — The 
Nfiga tribes occupy the mountain ranges which 
form the eastern boundary of Assam. In accord- 
ance with the results of the linguistic survey, they 
are classified geographically and philologically 
into four sub-groups : (1) the Naga-Bodo ; (2) tlie 
Western Naga ; (3) the Central Naga ; and (4) the 
Naga-Kuki. The Naga-Bodo group occupies the 
Kaohar Hills and the hills north-west of Manipur. 
The Nflga-Kuki group falls almost entirely within 
the area of the Manipur State. The Western and 
Central tribes are under direct British administra- 
tion. The area of the Naga Hills has undoubtedly 
been a meeting-point for many lines of movement, 
and the relationships of the several tribes have yet 
to be decided. Kuki influence is evident in the 
south, and it is quite certain that contact with 
Bodo-speaking peoples has modified the speech and 
probably the rest of the social life of tlie Kabui 
and Kachchha Nagas in important respects.. All 
belong to the Tibeto-Burman group of languages. 

To the Nafm-Bodo group belong the Kachchha 
and Kabui Nagas. The Western Naga group 
includes the Angamis, the Kezhamas, the Bengmas, 
and Sernas. In the Central group are the Ao_s and 
Lhotas, while to the Naga-Kuki ^oup are assigned 
the Sopvoma or Mao Nagas, the Tangkhuls. and 
minor groups in Manipur. There are Naga tribM, 
north, north-east, and east of the Naga Hills in 
areas which are not within the scope of British 
influence and authority. It would be easy to push 
the classification of these people into much minuter 
detail, as villages tend to difler from their neigh- 
bours by reason of the separatism which marks 
them so notably. 

2 . Organization and structure. — The family, or 
extended household, and the clan — a group_ of 
families descended, according to common belief, 
from a common ancestor — are well defined units in 
Naga communities, and are patrilineal and exo- 
gamic. A Naga village consists of a number of 
clans, each of which as a rule inhabits a definite 
area. ' As a social whole a Naga village was seldom 
capable of rigorous common action, mainly by 
reason of the clan feuds whose bitterness and 
intensity have often been noticed. Nevertheless 
it acts on occasions as a whole. Still less social 
coherence in political action was possessed by the 

r See IGI xiii. 397, and Rdjputina Gazetteer, 1879, ii. 161. 

s Hdjjmtdnd Gazetteer, Joe. eit. 


tribe as a whole, in spite of its eommon language 
and customs. 

The principle of exogamy is here sometimes 
explained and justified by the belief that it was 
laid down by revelation of supernatural authority 
— a late belief — or by the belief, probably more 
archaic, that infraction of this rule would surely 
cause wide-spread social misfortune. ■ Further and 
fuller knowledge of the social structure of N&ga 
communities is likely to disclose interesting limita- 
tions on the law of exogamy and to reveal the 
existence at no distant date of that particnlar 
mode of definite exogamy called ‘ cousin-marriage’ 
as well os of cyclic exogamy. 

Exogamy is tempered to a greater or less extent 
by the habit of local endogamy. This ‘habit’ 
may be a survival of a state of afiairs in which 
there was a definite law of endogamy, sanctioned 
by beliefs similar to those which give force to 
the law of exogamy. In one interesting group 
(Tangkhul Nfigas, ‘cloth-weaving Nagas’) econo- 
mic motives have occasioned local endogamy. But 
for various reasons local endogamy has been modi 
fied, at least in individual cases, as by marriages 
of ambition — of alliance at a price— Avith the 
daughters of a strong and powerful village whose 

f rotection might, it was hoped, be thus secured. 

t has been modified also in those cases where one 
village establishes a hegemony over its neighbours. 

In practice the mother’s kin are often completely- 
neglected, and people marry into their mother’s 
clan, but the practice of unlimited patrilineal 
exogamy is in many cases definitely nnkno-\vn and 
marriages with the mother’s clan are forbidden, at 
least for two generations. Whether this rests on 
any, and, if so, on what belief, is not yet clear. 
Mere practical convenience, ignorance of language 
and customs, and apprehension of close contact 
with strange customs will account for the habit of 
local endogamy, even apart from religions or 
economic sanctions. 

Divorce is common and results from infidelity or 
incompatibility of temper. If the wife is unfaith- 
ful, the husband recovers the marriage-price; if 
the husband is in fault, the parents of the girl get 
some money and a pig ; in cases of mutual incom- 
patibility the marriage-price is refunded. Poly- 
gamy exists when the man’s resources permit it. 
The marital relations are in such cases, in theory 
at least, regulated by custom. Polyandry, if it 
exists at all, is only a polite term for prostitu- 
tion and would probably be described as such by 
the local expert. Not so long ago in many Naga 
villages the standard of female chastity was as 
higli after marriage as before marriage it was low. 

The social fabric thus -viewed is simple. The 
other main lines of social organization rest on sex 
and on age distinctions. The laws of marriage, 
the laws affecting sexual relations in general, are, 
it would seem, fairly simple. Sexual relations 
■with women are permittea even when marital 
relations are forbidden. Marriage, therefore, is 
here recognized ns a social institution for the pro- 
creation of members of the social group. Smee 
they believe that members of the social group are 
recurring units (see below, p. 124'’), clearly the irmo- 
tion of marriage is the production of such recurring 
units. The idea that Nfigas practised infanticide 
rests on the custom of killing the children of slaves 
or children of incestuous connexions. The lines of 
social classification, based on age, physical and 
social maturity, are fairly clearly marked — by 
differences in coiffure, dress, and ornaments as well 
as by various tabus {qennas; see below). The 
bachelors' house, which in some cases has a counter- 
part in a spinsters’ hall, is a wide-spread institu- 
tion, though in modem times it is disappearing. 
Naga villages are of the permanent type and 
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occupy 'Well-defined areas. The people subsist by 
rice-cultivation, wet and dry. The terraced fields, 
constructed in some cases by oreanized labour, are 
admirably irrigated, often by elaborately planned 
channels. The drjr cultivation varies in extent. 
Pressure of population has often led to the forma- 
tion of new _ villages. Certain features of the 
agricultural ritual show that in earlier days Nagas 
were nomad cultivators periodically seeking fresh 
Bites. Fishing, hunting, trade, cloth-weaving, 
basket-weaving, metal work, and pottery are 
minor, subsidiary industries, ‘protected’ by inter- 
esting tabus (see below). Naga village govern- 
ment is often described as democratic. It is 
certainly difficult in many cases to discover one 
authority,^ but in the village and clan gennabura^y 
who are distinguished from their fellows by inter- 
esting pri'vileges and disabilities and are surrounded 
by important tabus, resides a very considerable 
me^ure of authority, which varies according to 
their individual capacity and ability, and rests 
upon their position as representing the social unit 
in its religious activities. 

3. Religious beliefs. — The activities of the 
creator deity seem to have ceased ■with the acts of 
creation. In some cases he is identified with the 
earthquake deity, in consonance with the theory 
that earthquakes caused the earth to emerge from 
a waste of waters. The earthquake deity, again, 
seems to be one with a deity whose function it is 
to exclude the unworthy from heaven and its bliss. 
Wide-spread, however, is the belief that the 
ereator^s sons (the number varies) are now charged 
with the duty of watching over mankind and of 
punishing those who are guilty of what in Nfiga 
opinion is ■wrongdoing. Quite independent of 
these divine beings are the powers, nameless and 
formless, who inhabit hill and forest, river and 
pool — powers who by nature are ill-disposed to 
man. They are periodically placated. If an epi- 
demic breafoi out, in addition to the village genna 
there are rites to discover and placate the author 
of the plague. The majority or these beings are 
not of human origin, except in the sense that all 
such beliefs are of social human origin, while a 
few are human beings who have achieved a measure 
of divinity. These were, in a few notable cases, 
men who in life were reputed to have possessed 
great, unusual powers which their death and in 
one or two instances the manner of their death 
only intensified and enhanced. 

The belief is found that the world was once a 
waste of waters from which by means of an earth- 
quake (the area is liable to seismic disturbance) 
the hills were made to emerge. Elsewhere the 
story of a flood appears : two members of the tribe 
alone survived, from whom are sprung the present 
race. Others declare themselves sons of the soil 
who have issued from a cavern in the ground. 
Others, again, preserve recollections of migrations 
due to religious and political schisms. 

The belief in the importance of omens and 
dreams is general. Witchcraft exists, and there 
are men who are reputed to be able to change 
themselves at ivill into tigers. _ Nagas were 
notorious head-hunters. The practice was in part 
religious, resting on the belief that the success of 
agricultural operations would be secured by sprink- 
ling the blood of an alien over the fields ; in part 
social, since the man who had taken a head had 
attoined to social maturity. Often, again, heads 
were taken merely as a proof of success. Fur- 
ther, since those whose heads are cut off, and who 
are in other ways mutilated, are segregated in the 
after world and are incapable of rebirth, a perma- 
nent diminution of the social stock of an enemy 
village was thereby effected. 

The beliefs as to twins are varied and curiously 


assorted. In some cases they are regarded as lucky, 
as indicating agricultural prosperity ; in other 
cases the parents are looked on as sub-human, as 
animals, and to be shunned. There is also some 
evidence that in one or two villages the practice 
prevailed of putting to death all children who were 
horn in a particular way. The belief also exists 
that between the father and the unborn child there 
is a bond such that the acts of the father may affect 
the unborn child injuriously. He is therefore, as 
elsewhere, required to abstain from all acts held to 
be injurious to the child. In the rule requiring 
unmarried girls to abstain from the flesh of male 
animals may be detected a survival of the belief 
that impregnation can be effected by means of food. 
Married women are constrained to abstain from 
certain articles of food while pregnant, lest the 
qualities of the food that they eat should be trans- 
mitted to their children. 

Oaths are in general held to be of value by Nagas. 
In many cases the sanction works almost automati- 
cally. By extending the effect of the imprecation 
beyond the individual to a household, clan, or 
■village additional solemnity is obtained. The for- 
mularies are often picturesque in their details, but, 
as contact with ci'vilization increases, it is to be 
feared that the simple faith which held to the truth 
in real fear of the consequences of perjury is sadly- 
diminished. Covenants sanctioned by a con^- 
tional curse, with the blood of a slaughtered victim 
as its vehicle, are often established between NSga 
•villages, and for a good while observed by the con- 
tracting parties. 

The bmief that individuals are reborn is held 
by many, if not by all, of the Nfiga tribea._ Some 
think that man has seven existences on this earth 
and that he then is lost or absorbed. Some recol- 


lect and relate their genealogies with considerable 
care. The necessity for identifying a new-bom 
child, and for ascertaining which of its ancestors 
has been reborn, occasions the rites of omen-taking 
associated with birth and name-giving rites. The 
custom of erecting stone monuments is in part in- 
fluenced by the desire to perpetuate the stock, 
since it is believed that, as long as the stone stands, 
so long and thereby ■will the family endure. 
Viewed in another aspect, this practice gratifles 


Whether to these beliefs or to beliefs and practices 
of a far different origin is to be assigned the 
tion of the elaborate stone circles — some of which 
still exist in excellent preservation, as potably that 
at Kuilong — is a question of some difficulty, and 
the materials for answering it are not yet available. 

In societies arranged as areNfigagroups,in definite 

strata according to age and socim maturity, rites 
generally exist to effect and facilitate the passage 
from one age and maturity stege to another. Birtli, 
marriage, and initiation rites exist, but are not 
very definitely nowadays oriented by the idea of 
the typical rite depaxsage. Birth rites are marked 
mainly by a desire to facilitate the birth, and rest 
on a crude appreciation of hygiene. _ There are 
simple rites— family rites— for_ ear-piercing and 
first hair-cutting. The initiation rites, such as 
they are, which are practised when a lad enters tne 
bachelors’ house for the first time and thus begins 
his education are extremely simple. , . 

The marriage rites are far from elaborate. _ f jie 
girls in many cases have a considerable voice in the 
disposal of their persons ; the bride-price vanes 
greatly and is influenced by social standing, etc., 
though in many villages it is definitely faxed ^ 
custom. Marriage by servitude is rare. A 'le M- 
trothal forms a distinct stage. A mock hgn^ 
whether a survival of capture, ivhich is geueraliy 
regarded as improbable, or a rite de passage euec • 
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ing tlie severance of the hride from the group of 
the unmarried is a very general feature. It is said 
that, if the bride’s party wius, she will rule the 
roost, and will live long. It is a period of some 
danger to the young couple. In some cases they 
must not cohabit wifliin tlie house for some days. 
In other cases the bride stays with her people, is 
visited there by her husband at night and by 
stealth till she is admittedly enceinte, when she 
moves to his house with rites and sacrifices. In 
other cases representatives, generallj’ children, of 
the bride and bridegroom’s party sle^ in the 
bride’s new home for the first night. That mar- 
riage is an institution ordained for the procreation 
of children to the maintenance of the social fabric 
would be recognized by Naga communities, yet the 
absence of definite fertility rites as part of the 
marriage ceremony is noteworthy. It may rest, 
perhaps, on imperfect observation. 

The cycle of life ends with death — the portal to 
another world. To usher the deceased into that 
other world, to secure the living from the force 
which compassed the death, to separate the dead 
from the living, are the purposes of funeral rites 
here as elsewhere. These are modified in every 
detail of mode, place, and time of sepulture, and 
duration and social extent of genna, by considera- 
tions of tbe social importance and status of the de- 
ceased and of the manner of his death. Since it is 
held that those who die in certain ways — those who 
are killed by wild animals, die of snake-bite, or are 
drowned, and ivomen who die in child-birth — are 
entirely dead, socially and spiritually as well as 
physically, it is necessary in mortuary ritual to 
deal in one way with those who are deemed capable 
of rebirth, and in a very difierent way with those 
whose manner of death argues them to be incapable 
of rebirth perhaps as victims or objects of divine 
displeasure by reason of some sin of which they 
have been railty as individuals or vicariously as 
members of the community to which the actual 
ofiender belonged. 

It is significant that the Nagas bury those who 
are to, or may, be reborn in the direction whence 
they deem their ancestors to have come. The 
reason is clear; those who are buried there are 
their ancestors and, since their ancestors are by 
this belief a constantly recurring element in the 
social fabric from which the authority of custom 
derives no inconsiderable part of its validity, this 
spot, their burial-ground which they revere, is in- 
deed in their view the origin of the village. 

Sin, sickness, and death are closely connected. 
The sin which occasions sickness and death may be 
that of some member of the community other than 
the unfortunate individual on whom the punish- 
ment has fallen ; yet to rites of expiation necessary 
in this view of the causation of sickness they add 
practical — often sound — treatment, based on a 
Knowledge of tbe properties of jungle herbs, and 
on the employment of some simple surgical devices, 
above all of massage, in a crude and violent form. 

4. Gennas. — ^The word genna means ‘ forbidden.’ 
In practice it extends beyond the tabu and includes 
a series of ritual acts or states which involve the 
participation of entire social groups. It requires 
the exclusion of all persons who are not members 
of the social group afiected. All members of the 
social group affected separate themselves from 
other social groups, and separate themselves as fat 
as possible from their normal mode of life while the 
genna state lasts. It is thus a means of restoring 
and of publicly asserting and indicating the unity 
of the group. There are gennas affecting villages, 
clans, nouseholds, age groups, and sex groups. 
Tbe necessity for asserting and restoring the unity 
of the group may be periodically recurrent or may 
be specially produced by some sudden emergency. 


There are thus periodic as well as special gennas, 
occasioned, e.g., by earthquakes. It is almost 
possible to estimate the social importance of any 
event by ascertaining the duration of the genna 
requirea to restore the current of social life to its 
normal flow and the social groups which it affects. 
In the limited sense of tabu, in the sense of a pro- 
hibition of the use of things, it rests upon the re- 
cognition of the fact that things possess qualities 
and upon the attribution of permanently or tem- 
porarily dangerous qualities, socially dangerous 
qualities, to tilings whose use to members of other 
social groups or to members of the particular 
group in other times and in other circumstances is 
innocuous or even beneficial. 

Literattoe. — A. W. Davis, in Assam Census Report, 1891, 
i. 237-251; W. MtCnlloch, Munnipore and the Hill Tribes, 
Oolcutta, 1859; Assam Census Report, 1911; T. C. Hodson, 
The Ndga Tribes of Manipur, London, 1911 ; G. A. Grierson, 
Linguistic Survey 0 / India, Calcutta, 1903-09, iv. 

T. G. Hodson. 

NAGARJUNA. — See Docetism (Buddhist). 

NAGUALISM See Animals, vol. i. p. dfid*". 

NAHMANIDES. — Nahmanides (Moses ben 
Nafiman, EaMBaN, also called Bonastruc do 
Portas) was bom about 1195 at Gerona in Cata- 
lonia in Spain. He was a member of one of the 
best Jewish families in Gerona, and his early 
education was in the hands of famous teachers. 
At a very early age he began to show his wonder- 
ful mastery of the Talmudic literature. When he 
was fifteen years old he wrote a compendium on 
parts of the Rabbinic law, and shortly afterwards 
he composed a work, MilMmCth Adhdnai, in 
defence of B. Isaac AlfasL iJahmanides was soon 
knoivn as a great Tal mudical authority. He wrote 
commentaries to various tractates of the Talmud, 
and glosses (novellm) on the whole of the Talmud. 
He also wrote important Hfilakhic works. Of his 
private life little is knoivn except that he was a 
Rabbi and teacher in Gerona and Barcelona. As 
he studied medicine, he may have also practised as 
a physician. 

Hahmanides was not only a great Hiilakhiat ; he 
also wrote homiletico-exegetical and devotional 
works. He was first and foremost an intense Jew, 
devoted to Judaism with every fibre of his heart. 
He was well versed in philosophy, but philosophy 
was to him a secondary consideration ; his first 
and main consideration was Judamm. But he was 
no fanatic. He was orthodox without being 
intolerant. Tliis is seen in his attitude to Mai- 
monides. Although by nature the antithesis of 
Maimonides, he held the latter in the Mghest 
esteem. In the great Maimonides controversy, 
which raged with such force many years after 
Maimonides’ death, Nahmanides tried to keep the 
balance between the two opposing parties, although 
his natural sympathies must have been with the 
anti-Maimomsts. His attempts at reconciliation 
failed; but never did a harsh word against Mai- 
monides escape his mouth or his pen. His failure 
to end this controversy Nahmanides must have 
regarded as a tragedy in his life. This happened 
about 1232. 

The second tragedy in Nahmanides’ life was his 
disputation with Pablo Christiani, which took 

lace in 1263 at Barcelona in the presence of King 

ames of Aragon and his court and many ecclesi- 
astical dignitaries. The disputation was forced 
upon Nahmanides, and lasted four days (July 21- 
24). As doubts 'were raised by the Domimeans 
as to the result of the disputation, Nahmanides 
published the controversy. The publication of 
this work was construed oy tbe Dominicans as a 
blasphemy against Christianity, and Nahmanides 
was sentenced to exile. Expelled from Aragonia, 
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he stayed for a short time in S. France, and in 
1267 he migrated to Palestine. 

Early in life Na^imanides began to turn his 
attention to the study of the Bible. He was 
kno^yn as a great Biblical scholar, and he was 
frequently consulted by Christian scholars on 
Biblical questions. But it was in Palestine that 
he wrote the greatest part of his commentary on 
the Pentateuch and that he completed it. To 
Nahmanides the Tdrah was the most perfect teach- 
ing that could be given to man. Everything good 
was contained in it. There was nothing that 
required justification or help from philosophy. 
Everything in it was perfect. All that was wanted 
was that it should be understood. For N ahmanides 
there ^vas no need to reconcile reason with religion 
(as Maimonides and other mediseval Jewish philo- 
sophers tried to do). His aim was to reconcile man 
with religion (Schechter, Studies in Judaism, p. 
137) — we say ‘man’ and not ‘Jew,’ because, 
according to Nahmanides, Christians and Muham- 
madans were also heirs of the T6rah. The Bible, 
Nahmanides says, speaks to the whole of mankind. 

Nahmanides was very broad-minded and vexj 
tender-hearted. He was emphatic in the prohibi- 
tion of cruelty to animals. He believed in bodily 
resurrection and in transmigration of souls. It 
was clear that to a nature like that of Nahmanides 
mysticism should appeal, and we find in his writ- 
ings elements of Icabhdld. Nothing human was to 
him contemptible. The human being a part of the 
divine, its actions were willed by God and were 
thus holy. This view is most prominent in his 
book on marriage (Iggereth haq-QSdhesh). His 
book on mourning (TSrath hd-Adndm) is also very 
interesting. Nahmanides was human. Indiffer- 
ence to pleasure and pain (for which certain philo- 
sophers strove) he declared to be ungodly. Man 
should rejoice on the day of joy and weep on the 
day of mourning. He had a great mind and a 
large heart. Man was his concern. It was largely 
to his desire to make the people happy, to provide 
them with material for edification and ‘sweet 
words ’ on Sabbaths and festivals, that we owe his 
commentary on the Pentateuch— his greatest work. 

In his commentary on the Pentateuch we have 
the whole Nahmanides before us — the great scholar, 
the profound believer, the man of tender feeling, 
and the Jew with his unbounded love for Judaism. 
His commentary shows a deep knowledge of the 
Bible and of the whole Babbinic literature. The 
commentary is built on sound exegesis. But we 
can see on every page the Talmudist and often also 
the kS'bbalist. He constantly tries to show the 
greatness, depth, and wisdom of Judaism. His 
antagonism to Ibn Ezra can be explained only by 
the fact that Ibn Ezra appeared to him as too dry 
a philologist. Nahmanides wanted to penetrate 
into the heart of the T6rah. Exegesis alone was 
not sufficient for him. Hdlakhic exposition and 
homiletic interpretation were indispensable for a 
true understanding of the _T6rah. But throughout 
his commentary we can discern a sound judgment 
for exegesis, fie was the first J ewish commentator 
to give at the beginning of each of the fiv'e books 
of the Pentateuch a short summary of the contents 
of the book. In his commentary on the book of 
Job also, which is purely exegetical and surpasses 
his commentary on the Pentateuch, he gives a 
short summary of each of the speeches of J ob and 
his friends. 

In Palestine, where he spent the last years of his 
life, Nahmanides built synagogues, organized com- 
munities, and gave lectures and sermons for the 
edification of tlie people. His letter from Jeru- 
salem to his son and some notes on the state of 
things in Palestine (published in the editio princeps 
of his commentary on the Pentateuch) show how 


great was his love for the Holy Land, 
about 1270, and was buried at Haifa. 


He died 


LirERATCKB^^ee, for a detailed bibliography, JE ix. 91 f. See 
espMially J Peries, art. ‘ Nabmanides.’ in vii. (1858k 

S. Schechter, •Nachmanides.’ in his Studies in Judaism. 
lA)^on, 1896 ; S. Krauss. art. ' Nabmanides and Maimonides,' 
in Hagoren (Hebrew periodical), v. [1905], 

r, SAMUEL DAICHES. 

NAIADS.— See Nature (Greek). 


NAILS.— See Hair and Nails. 


NALANDA. — Nalanda, in Magadha, was cele- 
brated for many centuries as the seat of the most 
renowned Buddhist monastic university in India— 
‘the mine of learning, honoured Nalanda’ [der 
Fundgrube des WissensSn Nalanda), as Taranatha, 
the historian of Buddhism, calls it (Gesch. des 
Buddhismus, p. 152). 

The variant name, Nalendra, occurs in Tibetan 
books {JASB, pt. i. vol. li. [1882] p. 115). Local 
Brahmans affirm that the original name was 
Kundilpur. Buchanan-Hamilton heard the name 
Pampapnri applied to the place, apparently by a 
Jain. All the ancient names, including Nalanda, 
are now forgotten. The site, which has been 
identified with certainty, is usually described 
under the name of Bargfion (‘village of the baf, or 
banyan tree ’). Bargaon, a village of 600 inhabi- 
tants, now a station on the Bihar light railway, is 
in the Bihar subdivision, Patna District, ‘Bihar 
and Orissa’ Province, and is not many miles 
distant from Eaj agriha, the early capital of 
Magadha or S. Bihar, and other famous places 
in the Holy Land of Buddhism, lat. 25° 8' N., long. 
85° 26' E. A small village, Begampur, adjoins 
Bargaon on the north. The principal moss of 
ruins lies to the south of Bargaon, 

The Jains of Bih5r town affirm that K5j5 
Srenika (Bimbisara), who lived about 600 n.C., 
and, according to them, was a Jain, resided at 
Nalandfi, where a Jain temple of comparatively 
modem date exists. The ancient remains seem to 
be wholly Buddhist. The Buddhist sanctity of the 
place goes back to the very beginnings^ of Bud- 
dhism. The site of the first monastery is said tp 
have been a grove presented to Buddha, while his 
favourite disciples, Sariputra and Maudgalyayana 
(or Mudgalaputra), were bom and died at neigh- 
bouring v^illages. Their names are often connected 
directly with Nalanda, the Nala of Fa-hien. Tara- 
natha observes that Aioka may be regarded as the 
founder of the Nalanda monastery because he 
made costly offerings at the shrine of Sariputra 
and erected a stupa in his honour. Several Asoka 
stupas stood at or near Nalanda. According to 
the Chinese pilgrims, Hiuen Tsiang and I-tsing 
(I-ching), who both resided at Nalanda for a con- 
siderable time, the earliest monastery was founded 
' by Baja Sakraditya not long after the Buddha s 
death. His name is not otherwise known, and his 
date cannot be fixed. His modest foundation, a 
temple 50 ft. square, was so added to by many 
successive kings, of whom Hiuen Tsiang names 
five, that it grew into a gigantic establishment, 
comprising a multitude of temples, monasteries, 
with their lecture-rooms and other appurtenances, 
stupas, and all kinds of sacred edifices. A large 
number of noble tanks secured an ample supply of 
water. In the 7th cent, of the Christian era the 
Nalanda establishment undoubtedly was the most 
important and splendid of its kind in India, or, in 
fact, in the world. It was the principal centre of 
Buddhist learning, and was crowded with students 
from every quarter. It was truly a great univer- 
sity. The professors gave instraction in the Vedas 
and other Hindu books, as well as in the Buddtet 
scriptures, and every form of art was cultivated 
with success. 
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The most detailed description of the complex of 
buildings is that recorded by I-tsing, but his 
language is not easy to understand fully, and the 
drawing which he prepared to illustrate his text 
unluckily has been lost. The main block of build- 
ings was an oblong rectangle containing eight 
distinct halls or temples, three storeys in height, 
each of about 10 feet. The structures were built 
essentially of brick, stone being used only for 
minor and ornamental features. The eaves of the 
block projected, making a covered way or verandah 
running all round. .Ml the larger spaces were 
paved with bricks, small spaces outside, roof ter- 
races, and the floors of rooms being covered with 
an almost indestructible concrete cement, highly 
polished. I-tsing describes the way in which 
it was made. The roofs seem to have been often 
flat, and adapted for walking. The whole CTOup 
was surrounded by an enclosing wall, as at Kasifi. 

Hundreds of sacred spots, appropriately marked 
by monuments of various kinds, surrounded the 
central block of buildings. _ Many are catalogued 
by Hiuen Tsiang, from which the following may 
be selected for mention. To the east, a great 
vihara, or temple, 200 ft. high, where Buddha had 
resided ; further north the vihara of Raja Bala- 
ditya, 300 ft. high, magnificently decorated, and 
enshrining a notable statue; to the east of that 
vihara a standing statue of Buddha in copper, 
80 ft. high, erected by Pfirnavarman, Baja of 
Magadha, and a descendant of Asoka, about a.d. 
600 ; and, further nortli, a lofty brick statue of 
Tfira Bodhisattva, which was the object of costly 
worship. The Raja Baladitya mentioned prob- 
ably was Narasiihhagupta Baladitya, who reigned 
about A.D. 600. The copper statue of Buddha 
80 ft. high was a work unequalled in the world. 
King Har§a, or Siladitya, the friend of Hiuen 
Tsiang, was building a temple covered with brass 
(or bronze) plates, which was still unfinished when 
the. pilgrim left India. 

The niographer of Hiuen Tsiang observes that 
‘ the monasteries of India are counted by myriads, 
but this is the most remarkable for grandeur and 
height’ (Beal, Life of Hiuen-Tsiang, p. 112). He 
notices the rich ornament of the towers, the fairy- 
like turrets, the red pillars, and numberless other 
beauties, not forgetting the ‘deep translucent 
ponds,’ adorned with blue lotuses. Hiuen Tsiang 
and I-tsing use similar language, permitting no 
doubt that every resource of art was lavished on 
the buildings. It is clear that a great school of 
local artists must have existed in order to carry 
out those works, and that the artistic influence of 
Nalanda must have been felt in China and over 
the whole Buddhist world. We are told of one 
eminent Chinese artist, Sing-yun or Prajfiadeva, 
who painted a picture of Maitreya Buddha and the 
6od/a-tree during his stay at Nalanda. When 
returning to China, he took with him his painting, 
which was probably on silk. 

The site of Nalandfi. has never been properly 
surveyed, examined, or excavated. The rough 
and inaccurate surveys which have been published 
were made long ago. Buchanan-Hamilton’s notes 
appeared in 1838, those of A. Cunningham in 1871, 
and those of A. M. Broadley in 1872. There is 
nothing of later date. Since Broadley’s crude 
eflbrts, much of the ruins must have been de- 
stroyed. The site has been, a quarry for bricks 
during many centuries, and the opening of the 
light railway must have largely increased the 
demand. When the Archaeological Department 
comes to examine the site, possibly not much 
will be left to explore. Cunningham and Broadley 
found the great rectangular central mass of build- 
ings easily traceable in a line of mounds running 
north and south, about 1600 ft. long by 400 broad. 


Numerous stupas and other remains were visible 
in the immediate neighbourhood; what may be 
left now is not known. It is understood that the 
area has been protected from further spoliation 
since 1910. Many fine examples of sculpture prob- 
ably still exist, and a considerable numbei of 
Mecimens were removed to the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta, in 1891. Buchanan-Hamilton published 
outline drawings of six good examples. Thvo sculp- 
tures are figured and described in Ann. Bep. Arch, 
Surv. of India, 1903-04, pp. 213-236. The Nalanda 
sculptures deserve special illustration and study, 
which they have not yet received.' 

A detailed history of Nalanda would be a history 
of Mahfi.y5nist Buddhism, from the time of NSgar- 
juna in the 2nd cent. A.D. (?), or possibly even 
from an earlier date, until the Muhammadan 
conquest of Bihar in A.D. 1197 — a period well over 
a millennium. All the most noted doctors of the 
MahaySna seem to have studied at Naland6. 
Tibetan Buddhism is an offshoot of the teaching of 
Nalanda and its rival, the Vikrama^Ila monastery, 
which was probably situated at Patharghata m 
Bhagalpur. When Hiuen Tsiang was at Nalanda 
(A.D. 637 and 642-3) studying the Yoga idstra, the 
head of the establishment was the venerable Sila- 
bhadra, then of great age, who received his visitor 
with the utmost courtesy and generosity. I-tsing, 
who spent ten years at Nalandk (675-685), warmly 
admired the regulations of the monastery and the 
strict discipline enforced on more than 3000 resident 
monks. Out of the crowds of foreign students 
who arrived, not more than 20 or 30 per cent were 
sufficiently advanced to proceed with the courses 
of study. Some sort of matriculation test seems 
to have been compulsory in order to weed out the 
weaklings. 

After the 7th cent., when the guidance of the 
Chinese pilgrims is lost, the notices of NalandS 
are few and scanty, but there is no reason to doubt 
that the establishment continued to flourish as the 
headquarters of Tantric Buddhism throughout the 
long domination of the Pfila kings, and that it was 
destroyed, like the other Buddhist institutions of 
Bihar, W Muhammad the son of Bakhtyar in A.D. 
1197. ITie monks who escaped slaughter fled to 
Tibet, Nepal, or S. India, the buildings were 
reduced to ruinous heaps, and the rich libraries 
were consumed with fire. 

LiTERATtniB. — 1. CBlHSsE FiLORlMS. — Hlnen Tsiangr, In S. 
Beal, BuddhUt Records of the Wetiem World, 2 vols., Boston, 
1885, or reprint, London, 1906, and Life of Hiuen-Tsiang, do. 
1888, new ed., 1911 ; T. Watters, On yuan Chwang’s Travels 
in India, 2 vols., do. 1904, 1005; I-tsing: (I-ching-), in J. 
Tafcakusu, A Record of the Buddhist Religion, Oxford, 1896, 
and, with other pilgrims, in E. Chavannes, Vogages des pilerins 
bonddhistes; mimoire . . . sur les religieux iminents, Paris, 
1894, esp. sect. 41, 

ii. OEAfXfliJ/..— Taranatba, Geschichte des Buddhismus in 
Indien, tr. A. Schiefner, Petrograd, 1869 ; W. Wassilieff, Le 
Bouddhisme, tr. 0. A. La Corame, Paris, 1865, Germ, version, 
Petrograd, 1860 ; J. Fergusson, Hist, of Indian and Eastern 
Archueclure, 2 vols., London, 1910. 

iii. ARCU^OLOOlCAT.EXPLORATiOH.—in.. MattinfBuchanan- 
Hamilton), Eastern India, i., London, 1838 ; A. Cunningham, 
Arch. Surv. Rep., i., Simla, 1871 ; A. M. Broadley, Ruins of the 
Hdlandd, Monasteries at Burgdon, Calcutta, 1872, andin 

pt. i. vol. xli. [1872] ; T. Bloch, ‘The Modem Name of Nalanda,’ 
JRAS, 1909, pp. 440-443. VINCENT A. SMITH. 

NAMA. — The Nama are a branch of the tribe 
commonly called ‘Hottentots’ (g.v.), or, by them- 
selves, ‘ Khoikhoin.’ They nowlive chiefly in the 
south-west territory, north of the Orange River, 
though a small number (62, according to the census 
of 1904) are found within the limits of the Cape 
Colony. The names of Great and Little Namaqua- 
land indicate their habitat through a considerable 
period, though they removed further and further 
to the north in the course of the 19th cent., while 
the Cape Records show that, in 1665, they were 
living as far south as Olifant’s River, near the 
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present to^vn of Clanwilliam. Brincker, %vriting 
in 1899 (Mitt, des Seminars fur orientalisohe 
Sprachen, n. iii. 128), estimated the number of 
‘ Hottentots ’ in German S.W. Africa at 20,000. 
He appears to include the whole of these under the 
designation of ‘ Nama,’ though, strictly speaking, 
it -will not cover them all. He speaks, e.g., of ‘aus 
der papcolonie eingekommene Namas,’ but Jonker 
Afrikaner’s people, whom he reckons among these, 
were a suh-hranch of a distinct tribe, the Khauas 
(‘Cauquas’). The Nama ‘have always been, and 
still are, by far the most powerful tribe among all 
the Khoikhoin’ (T. Hahn, Tsuni-Goam, London, 
1881, p. 102). Reports of them reached Van Rie- 
beek during the first years of the Dutch settlement 
at the Cape, and he sent more than one expedition 
to their country, chiefly attracted by rumours of 
copper-mines there. The first Europeans to come 
in contact with them were Cruytnof and Van 
Meerhof, who, in 1661, visited the kraal of the 
chief ‘ Akembie ’ and entered into friendly relations 
with him. They described the Nama as larger in 
form than other Hottentots (Alexander, in 1836, 
says that ‘ their general height was five feet six or 
five feet seven ’ (Expedition of Discovery into the 
Interior of Africa, i. 96]) and better dressed. They 
were acquainted with the art of smelting copper 
and iron, and wore many ornaments of those 
metals. Their style of living, dress, and weapons 
seem to have been much the same as when visited 
by Alexander, except that the latter traveller 
found them using ‘some old muskets and long 
guns obtained from the colony, for four, six, or 
eight oxen each piece ’ (p. 96). In 1681 a party of j 
Nama came to Cape Town, bringing presents of 
cattle and copper pre j and a return visit was paid 
by Governor Van der Stel in 1685, when he suc- 
ceeded in reaching the famous Copper Mountain — 
now the Ookiep mines. It is uncertain whether 
these were first worked by the Nama, the Rush- 
men, or some unknown immiCTants in early times ; 
hut that they were worked before the advent 
of Europeans, and that ‘not without a certain 
skill and good instruments,’ admits of no doubt 
(Brincker, p. 128). The Bushmen are still em- 
pl^ed by the Ovambo to dig up copper ore. 

The various ‘Hottentot’ tribes appear to have 
been more or less at feud with each other when the 
Dutch first settled at the Cape, though it may be 
doubted whether their feuds were invariably of a 
serious character. The accounts scarcely seem 
compatible Avith their having lived, like the Somali 
of the present day, in a chronic state of raiding or 
being raided. • The Nama sometimes attacked the 
tribes in the neighbourhood of the Cape Peninsula, 
but, in general, kept on good terms wth the 
colonists. In 1761 Governor Tulbagh sent out an 
expedition under Hendrik Hop, which not only 
crossed the Nama countiy but penetrated beyond 
the Orange River (then for the first time seen by 
Europeans) about as far as 27° S. The ioumal of 
the expedition is, says Theal (Hist, and Ethnog. of 
Africa, iii. 391), an interesting document, drawn 
up by men ‘ who were diligent observers, and one 
of them had the advantage of being acquainted 
with the Hottentot language.’ 

At this time the ‘ Little Namaquas ’ were found 
to be very much impoverished, and the ‘ Great 
Namaquas ’ had retreated northwards, considerably 
reduced in numbers owing to an epidemic of small- 
pox. About the same time they seem to have 
come into collision with the Herero or Damara, 
who had reached this point in their migration from 
the north-east, and by 1791 we hear that the latter 
had been conquered and robbed of their cattle by 
the Nama. The fend thus begun went on more or 
less continuously till quite recent times. This 
state of things reached its height during the third 


quarter of the 19th cent., when Nama chiefs armed 
with guns became dangerous freebooters, terroriz- 
ing the country with their lawless bands of horse- 
men. 

The tribes anciently settled in Great Namaqua- 
land who may be counted as real Nama are : 

The JAo|nin or Go|men, caUed by the Boers ‘Topnaars’ 
from their being farthest north of all the tribes— i.e. at the 

top ot the country ; the | kha-ragai-hhoin or ‘ Pransmannen ’ 
also known as Simon Copper's people the t haboben or ‘ Veld, 
schoendragers’: the Igami tnu'nor‘Bondelzwarts’;the llkhan 
jgdan or ‘ Zwartboois ' ; others, such as the so-called ‘Red 
Nation' (Root Natie) or IIKhauben, the Kha-rol-ian of Keet- 
manshoop, and the II ogain or ‘ Grootdooden,’ came in at various 
tunes from the south, as did the clan of the Afrikaners already 
referred to, who figure so largely in Moffat’s narrative. 

The present-day Nama have largely adopted 
European clothing and ways of living, and it is 
estimated that about two-thirds of them are con- 
verts to Christianity. They are passionately fond 
of hunting (which, and cattle-lifting, they formerly 
considered the only occupations worthy of a man) ; 
and they make excellent herdsmen and waggon- 
drivers, but they show little disposition towards 
hard and continuous work, for which, indeed, their 
physique is not fitted. They are quick-tempered, 
passionate, and, in moments of excitement, fero- 
cious, but in general good-natured and kindly, 
easily influenced for good or for evil, and capable 
of great devotion when once their affections are 
gained. 

Their religion is apt to be emotional, not to say 
fanatical, and to take forms more easily appreci- 
ated in the 16th cent, than at the present day. 

‘Hendrik Withooi and his people might have been seen 
engaged in religious services of the most enthusiastic descrip- 
tion, with hymn-singing, prayer and fervent oratory, and im- 
mediately afterwards mounting and riding off to attack the 
Herero, rob them and kill as many ns possible being indeed, 
as they imagined, the executioners of God’s Judgments on 
those people, whose possessions were therefore assigned to them 
by the Divine decree ’ (Brincker, p. 127). 

But there is no ground for questioning their 
sincerity, or the fact that in many cases a high 
level of character was reached. Alofiat’s account 
of Christian (formerlyJager) Afrikaner (Missionary 
Labours, pp. 109, 111-113) will be remembered by 
most readers, and — to name no more — ^Alexander 
(i. 217) speaks almost as highly of Hortman (Hout- 
man ?), a chief of the Bondelzwarts. 

Intellectually, many of them have shotvn marked 
ability. Christian Afrikaner seems, from the ac- 
count already mentioned, to have been a thoughtful 
man, with a thorough grasp of such afiairs as came 
■within his scope; and, more recently, Abraham 
Platje made his influence felt outside his o^vn com- 
munity. Of Aramap, a member of the Afrikaner 
clan who was a noted warrior in his day and de- 
feated the Herero in 1835, Alexander says that he 
was a modest and unassuming little man who,_on 
closer acquaintance, was found to possess ‘ a daring 
mind, good judgment and very active habits’ 
(ii. 151). His description of Hendrik Buys, chief 
of the Veldsohoendragers, is also full of interest. 

Unless we are to accept the view that the 
qualities desirable in a subject population are those 
of a strong and serviceable machinq, the Nama 
are a people ■with valuable possibilities, and their 
extinction would be a matter for remet. 

This extinction, though refen-ed to by many 
■writers as a certainty, is not likely to be more 
than partial. The mixed race known in _ Cape 
Colony as Griquas, in German S.'W. Africa as 
‘Bastards’ (their settlements are in and about 
Rehoboth and Grootfontein), have plenty of vital- 
ity, good looks, and intelligence, and (Brincker, p. 
130) supply the best skilled workmen to be found 
in Cape Colony. The German authorities have of 
recent years recognized their importance as a factor 
in the community. The original settlers in Nama- 
qualand migrated from the Cape about 1868 _Md 
therefore derived their origin from other tnoea 
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than the Kama ; hut they have, no doubt, inter- 
married to a large extent with the latter. 

The N. African origin of the ‘Hottentots’ was 
suspected long ago by Moffat (p. 5), and sug- 
gpted independently, from the linguistic point of 
view, by W. H. I. Bleek (Z)e Nominum Gcneribus 
Lingttarttm Africa: AustraZihus, Bonn, 1851, pp. 
46-60), J. C. Adamson (JAOS iv. [1854] 2, 448), 
and J. K. Logan (‘Ethnology of the Indo-Pacifio 
Islands,’ in Journal of the Indian Archipelago, 
vii.-ix, [1863-55], esp. viii. 229 ff.). The Hamitio 
affinities of the Nama speech maintained long ago 
by R. Lepsius {Nubische Grammatik, Berlin, 1880, 
Introd. p. xvi) have now been fully demonstrated 
by C. Meinhof.i Its deviations from the Hamitic 
type are to be explained by its having assimilated 
Bushman ■words and forms ; and, in any case, it 
is the branch most remote from the parent stock. 
Though much Hottentot tradition has been irre- 
coverably lost and much is recorded in a form 
calculated to obscure its real meaning, we can BtUl 
trace remarkable Mints of contact with the Galla, 
Masai, and other Hamitio and half-Hamitio tribes 
of Eastern Equatorial Africa. Like the Galla, 
they consider tlie hare unlucky (the hunter whoso 
path it crosses will take nothing) and abstain from 
eating its flesh (Brincker, p. 179 ; Alexander, ii. 
250). In the Galla saga of the origin of death, 
however, the creature cursed is not the hare, but 
a bird, a species of hornbill ; on the other hand, 
the aversion to the hare is shared by the Abyssin- 
ians, and may therefore have some connexion with 
the old Semitic prohibition. A number of tales 
are almost identical in the folklore of the Hotten- 
tots and Bantu, except that the exploits attributed 
by the latter to the hare are performed, according 
to the former, by the. jackal, which is also connected 
by the Galla with the same or nearly the same inci- 
dents. We may instance the well-kno^vn story 
where the hare Kills the lion by inducing him to 
swallow a hot stone (Schultze, Aiis Namcdand und 
Kalahari, xlvi. ; Bleek, p. 6; for Bantu,MS material); 
or the ‘ Uncle Remus ’ episode where Brer Babbit 
makes a riding-horse of Brer Fox, which is told by 
the Nama (Schultze, xxxiv.) of the jackal and the 
hyena. 

Some unexpected light seems to be thrown on 
the extraordinary myth of Tsui IlGoab and his 
wounded knee by the Masai and Nandi traditions 
recorded by Hollis. The Nandi (A. C. Hollis, The 
Nandi, Oxford, 1909, p._ 98) say that the first 
Dorobo produced from nis leg a boy and a girl, 
who were the progenitors of the human race. (The 
Dorobo, as by some S. African tribes the Bushmen, 
seem to be postulated as outside mankind. ) Among 
the Masai the myth has been partly forgotten and 
has assumed the form of a fairy-tale, ‘ The Old Man 
and his Knee ’ (Hollis, The Masai, Oxford, 1905, p. 
147 ff.). There is therefore some ground for sup- 
posing, with Meinhof (Die Dichtung der Afrikaner, 
Berlin, 1911, p. 34), that the old interpretation 
‘ Wounded Knee ’ is really the correct one. Hahn 
also mentions, on the authority of Wuras, that the 
Good being (Tsui llGoab) is simposed by the Ikora 
to live in the Red Sky and the Evil Being (|| gaunab) 
in the Black Sky. Hollis tells us that, in the Masai 
belief, ‘ there are two gods, a black one and a red 
one,’ the former, however, being good and the 
latter malevolent (The Masai, p. 264). This may 

1 Lehrbuch der Nama-Spraehe, Pretaoe, p. 6f., Die Sprachen 
der Hamiten, passim. 


be something more than an accidental coinci lence, 
but it is to be feared that it is too late in tVe day 
to obtain a clear statement of the I kora tra^dtion. 
Another point is touched on by Halm (pp. 62, 105) : 
‘ The 1 kora say that the snake and the first man 
originally lived together.’ The Masai elders 5 elate 
that ‘when God came to prepare the world he 
found three things in the land, a Dorobo, an ele- 
phant, and a serpent’ (Hollis, The Masai, p. 266). 

_ Very little is Itno'wn as to the tribal organiza- 
tion of the Hottentots during the time when it still 
existed unimpaired. It is generally stated that 
their chieftainships were hereditary, unlike those 
of the Galla, who elect their chiefs for a term of 
years. _ As, however, the hereditary principle is 
recognized by some Hamitic peoples, there is per- 
haps no need to suppose that it was imposed by 
the Dutch administration on the mistaken assump- 
tion that it already existed. It is possible, however, 
that we have a hint of parallelism 'with Galla in- 
stitutions in the statements that the ‘Cochoimas’ 
(whose territory extended north-west of Cape 
Tewn, as far as Olifant’s River) were ‘in two 
divisions under the Cliiefs Oedasoa and Gonnema ’ 
(Theal, ii. 126), and that the same was the case 
■with the ‘ Chainouquas,’ the next tribe to the east, 
of whom Theal says ; 

‘ There was still in name a chief of the Chainouquas, hut in 
tact that tribe was now divided into two clans under the 
captains Klnas and Koopman ' (ii. 210). 

Apart from the wrong use of the word ‘clan’ in 
this passage, it may be permissible to doubt whether 
the bisection of the tribe was merely accidental, as 
here supposed. The Galla regularly have two 
chiefs (not appointed simultaneously, so that one 
is always junior to the other), each presiding over 
one section of the tribe. Alexander, in answer to 
a question os to the succession among the Nama, 
was told that ‘the eldest son of the last chief is 
selected’ (ii. 171); but, though he was a careful 
observer, some other information elicited on the 
same occasion (whether through an interpreter or 
from Dutch-speaking natives remains uncertain) 
suggests that he should be read with caution. He 
says, e.g., that ‘nothing is known of lucky or 
unlucky days, omens,’ etc. (i. 172), and elsewhere 
that some of the Nama ‘even have no names’ (i. 
165). The best recent account of this people is 
Schultze’s Aus Namaland und Kalahari, which 
contains, inter alia, a collection of sixty-eight folk- 
tales and fables, taken down at first hand. 

lUTEiUTURK. — In addition to the works specifled under Litera- 
ture in art. Hottentots may he mentioned : L. Schultze, Aus 
Namaland und Kalahari, Jena, 1007 ; G. McCall Theal, Hist, 
and Ethnography of Africa south of the Zambesi, 8 vols., Lon- 
don, 1907-10 (yolB. ii. and ill. correspond to vols. 1. and ii. of 
the Hist, of S. Africa in the earlier ed.): Nieuwste und be- 
knopte Beschrijving van de kaap der Qoede-hoop, nevens ten 
Dagverhaal van tent Rys naar het Dinnenste van Afrika door 
het Land der kleine und groote Namaguas, Amsterdam, 1778 (a 
Fr. ed. was published simultaneously), containing the journal 
of Hendrik Hop ; J. E. Alexander, An Expedition of Discovery 
into the Interior of Africa, through the hitherto undescribed 
Countries of the Great Namaquas, Bosidimans, and Hill Dam- 
aras, 2 vols., London, 1838 ; P. H. Brincker, ‘ Die Eingeborenen 
Deutsoh-Siidwest-Alrikas,’ in ilitteilungen des Seminars fCr 
orientalischeSpTachen,'BeiHn,'l229, n. iii. 126-139; C. Meinhof, 
Lehrbuch der Nama-Spraehe, Berlin, 1909 (^Lehrbiicher des 
Seminars filr orientalisehe Sprachen, xxiii.), and Die Sprachen 
der Hamiten (with appendix by F. von Luschan, ‘Hamitisohe 
Typen,' illustrated with photographs), Hamburg, 1912: R. 
Moffat, Missionary Labours and Scenes in Southern Africa, 
London, 1842; J. Irle, Die Herero, Giitersloh, 1900, containing 
much valuable firsthand information as to the Nama and Herero 
wars between 1800 and the German annexation. 

A. Weenee. 
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Primitive (G. Foucart), p. ISO, 
Arabic (D. S, Margoliouth), p. 136. 
Babylonian (A. T. Clay), p. 140, 
Buddhist. — See ‘Indo-European.’ 
Celtic. — See ‘Indo-European.’ 
Chinese (J. Dyer Ball), p. 143. 
Christian (J. Mopfatt), p. 145. 
Egyptian (G. Foucart), p. 151. 
Greek. — See ‘ Indo-European.’ 
Hebrew (G. B. Gray), p. 155, 

Hindu. — See ‘ Indo-European.’ 


Indo-European (L. H. Gray), p. 162, 
Iranian.— See ‘Indo-European.’ 
Japanese (T. Harada), p. 167. 
Jewish (I. Abrahams), p. 169. 

Lapp (C, J. Billson), p. 170. 
Muslim.— See ‘Arabic.’ 

Roman.— See ‘ Indo-European.’ 
Slavic. — See ‘ Indo-European.’ 
Sumerian (S. H. Lanqdon), p. 171. 
Syriac (E. W. Brooks), p. 175. 
Teutonic. — See ‘Indo-European.’ 


NAMES (Primitive).— I. Data.— I n lists to 
■which new references are being added daily we 
find abundant information concerning the names 
of non-eivilized races in almost all parts of the 
world, but the connexions between these facts are 
not noticed during a first reading. The synthetic 
attempts at explanation by the totem (J. G, 
Frazer), by animism (E. B. Tylor), and by tabu 
(S. Reinacn) cover only some of the phenomena or 
submit to a one-sided theory facts which cannot in 
their entire range logically be adjusted to it. The 
best method seems to be to try to classify the 
pMcipal groups of facts relating to the name 
■without first connecting them with each other, 
and retain only the facts which constantly recur 
among the majority of present-day non-civilized 
races, and consequently among races and tribes 
which never could have had historical connexions 
■with each other. 

1. Name-giving. — A general characteristic is 
the importance attached to the giving of the name 
among the uncivilized. The personality — and the 
rights and obligations connected ■with it — could not 
exist ■without this preliminary condition. The 
giving of the name, either at birth or in certain 
fixed circumstances (in the case of successive 
names), is generally a solemn social ceremony, with 
a fixed ritual of a public character. The choice of 
the name may be reserved to certain persons other 
than the parents — e.g,, the chief (cf. J, Henry, 
L’Ame tfunpeuple africain, les Bambara, Munster, 
1910, p, 170), who sometimes explains in public the 
reasons of his choice, and then communicates it to 
the mother. The name is conferred either by a 
representative of the social group or — most fre- 
quently — ^by the father or mother, sho'wing the 
double bond, uniting the child to the social group 
and to one or both of the parents (see Mother- 
Eight). 

Kame-givlnfr does not necessarilv take place at birth. It 
may be deferred until suitable circumstances arise In the 
phenomena of the exterior world (astrology, seasons, signs of 
nature, etc.) or simply until the lapse of an astronomical period 
of time (e.g., the 20th day among the Oraibis, irith exposure to 
the rays of the sun ; cf. H. R. Voth, ' Oroibi Hatal Customs,’ 
PKeld Columbian Museum, anthrop. ser., v. vi. no. 2, Chicago, 
1005, p. 47). In the instances quoted In § 3 much longer intervals 
of delay ^vill be found. In such cases provisional designations 
are invented for practical purposes, such as recognition and 
address, ^is is the first sign that the essential purpose of 
the name is not identification or recognition. 

2. Classes and varieties, — It is impossible to 
mention here all the kinds of titles suggested to 
the mind to designate human beings, but, if we 
attempt to classify the thousands oi individual 
cases according to the circumstances in which the 
names are assigned, we find that the classes of 
names may be suggested by : (1) sex, (2) order of 
birth, (3) the repetition of the names of near rela- 
tives or of paternal or maternal ancestors, (4) order 
of age, (5) name of the clan, group, tribe, or nation, 
(6) a characteristic circumstance (change of ofBce, 
condition, etc., initiation, etc.). The name may 
be derived from (1) a physical feature, (2) an ono- 
mastic list of animals, plants, inanimate things. 


and phenomena of nature, (3) names of gods, spirita, 
fetishes, the dead, etc., (4) a motto or an allusion 
to a historical or mythical fact, or a euonymous 
sentence, (5) a statement derived from a historical 
fact or from the life of an individual, (6) a con- 
nexion between the individual and his human or 
supernatural protectors. But such lists are never 
complete, and are of no real use. Enumerations 
like those given by A. van Gennep {Les Bites de 
passage, Paris, 1909, p. 88) are neither complete 
nor comprehensive ; there is no logical connexion 
between the twelve or fifteen kinds of names which 
they place in groups. They will be found in the 
present article arranged ana explained in a differ- 
ent way. 

The attention of ethnologists should be drawn to the innumer- 
able ' designations ’ employed by primitive races either among 
themselves or before strangers in order to hide their real names. 
These are not names ; they have none of the characteristics of 
names. Their apparent multitude has misled many investi- 
gators ; their elimination, on the other hand, leads to the sur- 
prising discovery that the number of real names is very small 
and shows that the choice of these names by primitive peoples 
all over the world has always been guided by the same four or 
five ideas. 


3. Change of name. — (a) Ordinary men.— The 
name is ind^endeut of the physical existence of 
the person. In other words, not only is it not neces- 
sarify given at birth, but it may be changed once 
or oftener in the course of life, either in cironm- 
stances determined beforehand or as a result of 
certain unforeseen circumstances. 


A great many races may be cited among whom 
a provisional name, purely for practical purposes, 
is given to the new-born infant, and its real name 
(that of an ancestor, or the so-called totemic or 
theophoric name) is conferred, ■with a prescribed 
ceremony, when the child reaches a certain age 
marked by some visible sign (first tooth, end of 
suckling, puberty, etc.). 

Thus, in Australia and among the Malays, children are named 
at first according to their order of birth. Tylor (PCP 1. 253 £f.) 

f ives similar facts for America, among the Dakotas and the 
ioux. In Africa— e.g., among the Basonga (0. van Overbergh, 
•The Basonge,’ Manogr. ethnogr. iii. (1908) 277>— the prori- 
sionol name Is a diminutive of that of a man or woman of the 
village, who will be a provisional protector of the child. Among 
the Manjas (H. Gaud, 'Les Mandjas,' Monogr. ethnogr. vUi. 
(1911) 327) the real name Is not given until about the age of 
seven years. Name-givingf la delayed among some races untU 
adult affe— amoag* the natives of British Columbia (0. HiU- 
Tout, JAI xxxvil. P907] SOS-SIO). Young Australians do not 
give up their provisional names until the age of puberty (cf,, 
e.g., C^, pt. fl., Taboo, London, 1911, p. a20>, 

In reference to successive name-changing, tradi- 
tionally fixed cases must be carefully distinguished 
from exceptional circumstances. For the fixed 
cases the most constant phenomenon is the obliga- 
tory change of name at the time of general ‘initia- 
tion’ of the young men (this must not be con- 
founded ■with ‘secret societies’). 

Ths Waiyau (D. Livingstone, Zkut Journals in Central 
Africa, London, 1874, i. 81) and the Sherbro (T. J. Alldndge, 
The Sherbro and its Hinterland, London, 1901, p. 173) arc two 
good examples from African peoples. The same change is 
practised in Polynesia (W. Ellis, Polynesian Researches, London, 
1830, i. 322-524, was the first to notice this custom, numerous 
examples of which have been collected since by anthropological 
literature). 
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Among other occasions on vhioh the savage 
changes his name, the following are the most im- 
ortant. (i.) Parents change their names at the 
irth of their first child (see, e.g., T. Engels, 'Les 
Wangata,’ Hevuc Congolaise, ii. [1911] 29, and cf- 
GB’, pt. ii.. Taboo, pp. 331, 339, on the name of 
parents called ‘Father of N’ and ‘Mother of N’). 
(ii-) Parents take a new name at the death of a 
child. This has two variants : (a) a person gives 
np his name and takes that of the deceased (Mns- 
quakies [cf. M. A. Owen, Folk-lore of the Mtts- 
guakie Indians of N. America, London, 1904, p. 
83]) ; and ()5) all the chief members of the family 
change their names, either for a fixed time or 
altogether (savages of California, Columbia, Borneo, 
Tasmania, etc., cited by A. Bros, La Religion 
des peuples non civilises, Paris, 1907, p. 197 fii). 
These two processes, suggested by opposite reasons 
(see § 8 and II. below), reiuly have a common source. 
Frazer’s remarks on the duration of these changes 
of name pt. ii.. Taboo, p. 372) will he exam- 
ined below (§ 10 ((f)). (iii.) A person changes his 
name after any striking event in his life, some- 
times by successive replacements, sometimes by 
accumulation. The most complicated systems 
(apparently arising from ethnic fusions) are 
observed on the west coast of Africa — DahomCT, 
the Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Benin (cf., e.g., A. Le 
H6riss6, L’Ancien royaume du Dahomey, Paris, 
1911, p. 235 ff.). (iv.) Lastly, the most curious 

case of periodical aciaptation of the name to reralar 
exterior circumstances is that of the Kwakiutl 
Indians of British Columbia, where the nobles had 
a winter and a summer name (cf. GB’, pt. ii.. Taboo, 
p. 386). Here we see that feature so characteristic 
of pre-Columban American religions — the pre- 
dominance of astrological and seasonal elements in 
the garb of religion and ethics. 

From the long list of unforeseen events entail- 
ing a change of name the following are typical 
examples. The new name to be taken may be 
revealed by a dream or an oracle {e.q., in Dahomey). 
More frequently the name is changed after a 
dangerous illness ; the new name is revealed by 
the medicine-man or the sorcerer (see, e.g., R. 
Schmitz, Baholoholo, Brussels, 1911, p. 327). The 
accession of a king may oblige all those bearing 
tbe same name to take a new name at once under 
pain of death (cf., e.g., A. R6ville, Les Religions 
des peuples non-civilises, Paris, 1883, i. 41 ; GB^, 
pt. u.. Taboo, ch. vi. § 4). The cases of this kind 
are connecte(i ■with prohibitions, which will be dis- 
cussed below (§ lo). Lastly, the new names con- 
ferred by the favour of the chief on his brothers, 
ofiBcials, and servants (Le H6riss6, p. 235) should 
rather be connected with the theory of accumula- 
ted names (see below, § 4). 

(6) Chiefs and priests. — The names of the inter- 
mediaries between the community and the super- 
natural powers are subject to special rules. The 
name of an individual before the new condition is, 
as a rule, replaced by a new name, the choice and 
the conferring of which are the object of a ritual 
and processes of transmission fixed with the great- 
est care. This class of persons includes medicine- 
men, sorcerers, and members of already organized 
priesthoods, as well as chiefs, princes, and kings, 
the theory of the proceeding being the same for 
them all (cf. below) and differing only by the 
different degrees of evolution of the primitive idea. 
The giving of the new name might take place (1) 
at the professional initiation of the sorcerer or 
medicine-man, (2) at his entrance into the priestly 
body, (3) at the conclusion of the initiation or 
training in the college of priests, or (4) on the 
occasion of his first entrance into office. (For the 
most typical examples of these facts see works 
cited above.) For sovereigns or chiefs of groups 


the protocol of the kings of Dahomey on theii 
accession (Le H6riss6, pp. 13-16), -with its barbarian 
complication, is a good example, half-way between 
the ^mitive method of the Bushongo (E. Torday 
and T. A. Joyce, Les Bttshongo, Brussels, 1910, p. 
108) and the learned and civilized elaboration of 
the coronation-names of the kings of Siam. The 
three great classes of names of royal accession 
seem to be ; (1) the groups of theophoric or theo- 
genic names showing the connexion between these 
sovereigns and the powers which rule the world or 
are the national protectors of the ethnic group ; 

(2) the names expressing the rights of the new 
chief to govern a certain district or OTOup of men ; 

(3) the motto-names recalling directly or by allu- 
sion (by diction, sentiment, etc.) a great event of a 
mythological or historical kind. 

The moat typical African series has been collected in Dahomey 
by Le H6riss6 (p. IS) — e.g., tor Dako-Donou and lor Ou6 Qb’adja 
(=‘tbe flsh-king of the ocean escaped from the net'), in which 
the theory of the divine origin of the monarchy is combined 
with the allusion to events of a historical kind in a manner 
which perhaps explains the origin and formation of the powers 
of royalty for a large part of the African continent (cf. Eona 
(Egyptian)). 

The successive and accumulated names (cf. S 4 below) of the 
kings of the Bavili are examined in R. E. Dennett, At the Back 
of the Black ilan’e 3find, London, 1906, p. 100 (in spite of its 
obscurities and lacunio, very excusable in such a new and com- 
plicated subject, Dennett’s treatment of this subject is to be 
highly recommended). In the opinion of the present writer, 
these names are the most primitive examples accessible with 
any certainty of the way in which the name of the chief was 
conceived as having to express a necessary connexion with the 
supernatural beings or forces whose intermediary he was. E. 
A- W. Budge {Osiris and the Egyptian Resurrection, London, 
1611, p. 242) has made a thorough comparative study of these 
African * strong names* and those of the Pharaohs (cf. Naues 
(I^yptian)). 

4. Superimposed or accumulated names. — Along 
with names which are successively changed we 
find, though in a fragmentary state in different 
parts of the world, the practice of accumulating 
names. Accumulated names may be grouped in 
two categories. (1) Those of the first class, purely 
‘optical’ in form, do not imply any essential 
change in the in(iividual ; they simply state his 
relation to his own people, or group, or to the 
world of spirits. Such, e.g., are the three names 
of the Ba’ngongo — the first is the individual name, 
the second, preceded by the sign b6n, is that of the 
mother, and the third, preceded by the prefix a, is 
that of the father (cf. Torday and Joyce, p. 108). 
(2) The second class comprises the names which, 
by being added to the first name, one after another, 
connect it with accumulated forces or protections, 
and each time add to the personality of the bearer. 

Surnames, ‘good’ names, euonymous names, form a transi- 
tion-group between these two groups. They must be carefully 
distinguished from simple indicating surnames, describing the 
individual, or referring to a memorable event which bai 
happened to him (cf. § 3). 

One of the best examples of the process of accumulating 
names, which has been very little investigated. Is that of 
Dahomey (Le H^rissS, p. 2S6, unfortunately not clearly de- 
scribed), where the child, besides his apparent names (rank and 
place of birth, physical peculiarity, etc.) and his real secret 
name (derived from the protecting fetish of one of his parents), 
afterwords receives a name derived from that of the divine 
author of the life of the family-group {e.g., the names derived 
from So, the thunder-god, or Haun, the sky-god— Sosau, 
Sosa, etc., Haun jo, etc.), and then a name of a protecting spirit, 
revealed at a certain stage of adolescence by an oracle. 

Although the theory cannot yet be demonstrated 
■with the necessary number of proofs, the present 
writer suggests that the series of names given to 
one person, far from being a later complication, 
is a survival of a state which precedecl changes 
of name and probably even the single fixed 
name. 

5. Names of the dead.— Newly-born children 
receive the names of deceased members of their 
family, according to fixed rules, arranged before- 
hand in a definite order, or determined at the 
moment of birth by traditional processes (dreams. 
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divination, mantle ceremonies, canonical revela- 
tions, etc.). 

Examples occur among all the races of the 
world. Of all the facts connected with names this 
is the one whose universality is the most remark- 
able. 

Among the Wa'ngata of the African Congo the oldest child 
takes the name of one of the father’s ancestors ; for the others 
the father chooses the names of other ancestors, and sometimes 
allows these to be taken in the maternal line (^gels, p. 2flX 
The first-born among the Waregas takes the name of the 
paternal grandfather, the second that of the father’s eldest 
brother, the third that of the maternal grandfather, etc. (E. 
Delhaise, 'Les Warega,’ ilonogr. ethnogr. v. IIBOD] 163). The 
Baholoholos pve the child the name of a patem^ ancestor or of 
a dead relative revealed by the sorcerer (Schmitz, • Les Baholo- 
holo,’ ib. i-v. [1912] 327). Among the Balubas the name given is 
that of a dead relative of the paternal branch (in which case it 
is given hy the child’s father), or, in certain cases determined 
by divination, of a relative of the maternal branch (in which 
case it is conferred by the mother) (Colle, • Les Baluba,’ ib, 
x._ [1914] 251), Among the Tahwi of Guinea the child re- 
ceives the name of a dead ancestor after a divinatory test (cf. 
below (2)): and the proceeding seems general there (M. H. 
Kingsley, Travels in TFest Africa, London, 1897). The mere 
enumeration of the known facts for the continent of Africa 
would exceed the limits of the present article, and those given 
here are only from the moat recently published. For Asia 
and Australasia a series sufficient for demonstration was given 
hyTylor (PC^ ii. 3£f.) with the necessaiy references, to which 
are w he added the innumerable facts gathered together since 
in the immense bibliography of ethnological periodicals. The 
examples taken from the Khonds and from New Zealand are 
typical for Asia and Australasia. The same abundance of 
definite facts exists throughout the whole of the New World, 
among the Algonquins, the TacuIIis, the Nutkas, the Eskimos, 
the Kaloshes, the natives of Vancouver, and the Yumanas of 
Oalifomia, It will be noticed that the giving of the name of 
the dead ancestor does not usually take place at birth (see 
above, § t). Observations made by the first explorers of the 
New World show that the giving of the name of ancestors was 
practised by a multitude of races which are now Christiaoized 
or have disappeared (cf., e.g., the naive account of B. do 
Sahagun, Hist, gtniralt its times it la JXouvelle-Sspagne, tr. 
D, Jourdanet and R. Simeon, Paris, 1880, p. 466, of the name 
given to the new-born child among the Aztecs, of one of his 
grandfathers, ‘that he might share the fortune and the lot of 
this relative by carrying them on ’ ; see also H. de Linsebot, Le 
grand Poutier de mer, Amsterdam, 1633). Lastly, the fact that 
a similar practice has been found among the latest nomifivilized 
branches (Lapps) of the continent of N. Europe (Q. F. Elemm, 
KultiirgeschichU, Leipzig, 1843-52, ili. 77) completes the con- I 
vincing proof of the universality of the custom. 

The giving of the name of dead relatives is 
either (1) subject to an order fixed by the law or 
custom of the social group, or (2) regulated by pro- 
cesses of divination. The first of these modes 
marks a considerable progress in evolution, and 
forms one of the rings of transition between the 
non-civilized stage and the semi-civilized. It 
cannot, therefore, he regarded as belonging to 
primitive peoples, and the cases enumerated above 
(§ z) mve a sufficient idea of it. On the contrary, 
the idea of having recourse to exterior aid, revealed 
by divination, in order to find out the name of the 
dead to he given to the new-hom child, belongs 
rather to the group of concepts which may, rela- 
tively, he called primitive. 

It is not surprising to find here an infinite variety of divina- 
torj' methods. Although the psychological mainspring is a 
single one, its external manifestation has assumed a thoueand 
difierent aspects. The principal classes are : (o) indication by 
a dream; e.g„ the dead of the Waregas indicate in a dream to 
the mother the name of the child about to be bom, and among 
the Balubas their desire is shown by dreams of a mysterious 
kind, which are explained by the priest ; the same methods 
recur in Brazil and over the whole of S. America ; (b) the dream 
with direct meaning may be replaced by the vision of an 
abnormal or inexplfcthle phenomenon or by violent pains 
during accouchement (Baholoholos and Balubas), of which the 
priest gives the explanation, ns in the case of the dream ; (c) 
still more frequently the child itself reveals its name by (appar- 
ently, at least) indicating its desire when it is shown a number 
of objects that had belonged to various deceased ancestors 
(Guinea), either by looking as if it recognized them or by stretch- 
ing its hand towards them (Belgian Congo) ; or it interrupts a 
list of names of ancestors recited to it by crj-ing or sneezing 
(New Zealand, Tatar Cheremiss) ; (d) divination by the auto- 
matic combination of external material elements constitutes a 
kind of mystical writing ; combinations of leaves, small sticks, 
strings, or movements in a liquid indicate the name of a dead 
relative to be given to the child, and are regarded m signs of 
the wish of invisible beings (the method of the Khonds— groins 
of rice thrown into a cup of water— is a good example); («) 


phroical resemblance— blemishes, signs, or special marks on the 
body— between tte new-born child and the dead pereoa whose 
name he must take (Indian Nutkas, Indian Kaloshes, inhabitant 
of Vancouver in America; Wa-Nyifcas, Guinea, Yorubas to 
ii?® exarap'es. “ Australasia hare not yet been classi- 
fied). This short Ust is all that can be given here. 


6. Totemic name. — ^Besides a person’s names, 
surnames, new names, successive or accumulated, 
modifying, strengthening, or adding to his person- 
ality, there are the names which have been classed 
by anthropological literature under the vague and 
incomplete term ‘totemic’ (see Totemisu). 

The totemic name of a person may be tradition- 
ally constant. This tendency to fixity is a step 
towards the family name and the generic name oi 
the social and religious group. It is often in such 
a case an embryo of the theophoric or theogenic 
names of advanced societies. We may therefore 
doubt a priori whether this fixity is a primitive 
characteristic. The totemic name revealed acci- 
dentally by an unforeseen event, by divination, or 
by a direct dream is, on the contrary, in the com- 
parative fregnency of its manifestation among 
present savage races, a probable survival of the 
primitive process of the individual choice of the 
totem. 'This is suggested, however, with the 
reservation of a more complete examination, which 
it is not possible in the present state of anthropo- 
logical research to conduct with the necessary 
strictness. This presumption is strengthened by 
the observation or many cases in which the giving 
of the totemic name is the result of the direct use 
of divination, not accidentally, hnt regularly, either 
at birth or at a change in the personality of the 
individual. In such cases the divinatory proceed- 
ings are similar to those employed for the names 
of the dead given to newly-born children (see above, 
§ 5), the most frequent being the chanted enumera- 
tion of lists of names of ‘totems’ or ‘spirits,’ 
stopping at the one which coincides with the de- 
livery of the mother or a cry of the child. The 
variants cited by Frazer (Totemwin and Exogamy, 
London, 1910, i. 51 ff., for the Samoans, Quiches, 
Hervey Islanders, etc.) give illustrative examples. 
The names of the mysterious forces, beings, or 
‘ spirits,’ and of the animals, plants, or substances 
which they inhabit, of the colours which invari- 
ably attract them, and of phenomena hy which 
they show themselves, form a significant list of 
what the primitive man wishes to get from the 
totemic name. The use of the constant traditional 
' totemic name, afterwards common to a group, will 
I be examined below (§ ii). 

7. Pronundatiofl of the name. — The pronunpia- 
I tion of the name has efi’eots regarded as irresistible 

— and by ' pronunciation ’ is meant, at least primi- 
tively, the ‘ declamation,’ ivith chanted intonations, 

rhythm, and melopoeia. The force of this pronun- 
ciation is the same for men, _ animate bein^, 
visible or invisible, spirits, genii, demons, gods, 
spirits animating things apparently inanimate, etc. 
— ^for the weakest as well as for the strongest. 
Spirit-raisiiig, exorcism, possession, sorcery, and 
oaths, in all their infinite variety, ore based on 
this imperious handling of _ names. The 
operations of primitive magic-relirion and black 
magic rest above all on the knowledge and pro- 
nunciation of the names which they claim w 
attract, subject, or obtain in an amicable or hostile 
manner. Commands of man to the beings or forces 
of this world cannot be imagined without the pro- 
nunciation of their names. Properly addressed, 
these beings cannot escape from the order mven 
them. If spirits and the dead are subdued by 
the caUing of their names, why be surprised at the 
idea that one may cause a man’s death by taking 
away his name, or by incorporating it by sorceir 
with a substance that is to be destroyed . And 
why be astonished, on the other hand, that tne 
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man can proteot himself hy entrnsting his name to 
a material object •with "which he incorporates it, 
and then hiding in a place laiown to nobody ? (For 
the innumerable circumstantial proofs of this 
general theory see the books mentioned above, 
§§ 1-6.) The affinity between the pronunciation 
of the name and the personality is as certain as a 
chemical reaction, -with the same fatally necessary 
effects, even although it is without the ■wish or 
contrary to the •wish of the person who pronounces 
it. _ The attracting takes place of itself, "with all 
its inevitable conseq[uences. 

Hence the 'belief that the name attracts the fate of the person 
bcarinK it ; e.p., the Wa'ngata (Engels, p. SO) believe that, it nil 
the children of one family die at an early age, the cause is the 
danger which their name contains, and they call the next child 
‘ He who is deprived of a Name,' in order to shield him from 
the unknown risk. Hence, in the majority of cases, the changes 
of name after an illness (see § 5 ), and also the idea of the 
Beohuanas, Navaho Indians, and New Mexicans that the mere 
ronunciation of certain names of spirits or gods can cause real 
oods or storms, either at any time or at certain periods 
(e.p., in •winter). The theory of unlucky names or names 
of evil augury of advanced religions is a normal evolution 
of these facte, which recur universally among non-civilized 
races. 

The power of the name is naturally in proportion 
to that of the person whom it calls up, man, spirit, 
or god, and specialized in the attributes of that 
being. A practical consequence of this principle, 
important for the problem of totemism (q.u.), is 
that the carefully recited pronunciation of the 
totemic name of a dead person can recall that 
person to life (cf. Frazer, Totemism and Exogamy, 
1. 43); and the fact that the dead gives over to 
death his personal name, but keeps his totemic 
name, is also important. 

8. Names prescribed by circumstances. — One of 
the first consequences of the power of names is 
seen in the rule that certain names must be given 
to certain persons in certain fixed circumstances, 
which place them in fatal affinity -with the power 
of certain forces or spirits (who possess or are pre- 
pared to protect these names). Physical marks, 
peculiarities of place or time of oirth, natural 
phenomena, terrestrial or astronomical, the thou- 
sand alleged revelations of in-visible wills, establish 
infinite varieties peculiar to each of the groups of 
non-civilized races, and cannot be farther detailed 
here. 

One case (not yet investigated) may help to the understanding 
of the general theory of such cases. It is that of the names of 
twins, whose appearance (in Africa chiefly) has always created 
characteristic religious manifestations. With most of the 
Bantu peoples twins must always receive the same names — e.p., 
Aburi and Nobese for boys, and Abuda and Tindabe for girls, 
among the Mangbattus (cf. Monogr. ethnogr. iv. [1909], where 
the author has unfortunately omitted to say what were the 
functions of the spirits to whom these names belong). The 
example of the Balubas (cf, Oolle, p. 252) throws fresh light on 
the matter ; twins there invariably receive the names of two 
former kings, Kyungu and Kahya, probably twins, who went 
mad. The divine character of mad kings and priests in the 
majority of non-civilized reiigions is well known, and this case 
of ‘totemism’ peculiar to twins should be carefully compared 
with the facts coUcoted by E. S. Hartland in his Primitive 
Paternity, London, 1910. 

9. Secret names. — A second ine-vitable conse- 
quence of a similar intrinsic power of the name is 
the development of the idea of withdrawing the 
name from the eventually dangerous use that might 
be made of it, by keeping secret tlie real names of 
persons. 

(a) Men. — For men we have the series of secret 
names, universal among primitive races, the char- 
acteristic cases of which are found in "the Indies, 
in the Far East, among the shamanist peoples of 
the north in Asia ; in Senegal, Dahomey, the 
Congo, S. Africa, and Abyssinia in Africa ; among 
the Araucanians, the Indians of Chile, the 
Colombians, the Navahos, the Indians of 'Texas 
and of other parts of the United States in the two 
Americas ; and among aU the races of Australasia 
(for an early list of these facts see Bros, p. 197, 


and especially GB^, where will be found the 
chief bibliography on the subject down to about 
1895). 

_ This explains the custom of ha-ving for the indi- 
■vidual an ordinary name, for daily use, and a real 
name, which he alone knows (or which even has 
sometimes been given to him at hia birth by his 
parents unkno-wn to him). Sometimes this name 
IS given during the first years of life ; some- 
times it is revemed secretly to the individual, on a 
fixed occasion, by his parents, the fetish-man, or 
the priest, or by a priestly college {e.g,, on the 
occasion of entrance upon the duties of diviner, 
sorcerer, priest, chief, king, etc.). The most 
frequent case is that of the secret name whispered 
by the mother in her child’s ear on the day of his 
birth (cf. PCP ii. -iSl for the Mandingoes). He 
who possesses this secret name will never reveal it 
to anybody, and in aU circumstances his ordinary 
name wiU be used, or the various accumulated 
names cited above (cf. GB^, etc.). 

(6) Spirits, gods, and the dead. — Like men, 
spirits, genii (and later gods), and the dead have 
also secret names, for the same purpose of protec- 
tion, or for keeping their powers mtact. The secret 
name gathers strength from a prohibition (see 
below, § 10 [a)} of pronunciation, of pictographic 
representation, and later of representation in 
writing. The names of the protective spirits called 
totems share in these protections and prohibitions 
(cf., e.g., Frazer, Totemism and Exogamy, i. 16). 
The secret of the real name of the gods leads us to 
the di-viding-linebetween non-civilized and civilized. 
The knowledge of these secret names plays a con- 
siderable part in the mamc-religion of advanced 
races (and in all their black magic); and the 
mystei'y of these secret names of the classical gods 
has been very often so carefully preserved by the 
depositories of this treasure that even to-day we 
do not know the real personal names of most of the 
great figures of past religions ; it is only the ap- 
parent names that we know. 

10. Forbidden names. — ^By a natural transition 
another consequence, even more varied in its mani- 
festations, is to surround names with a host of 
protections or prohibitions, which ethnography has 
somewhat arWrarily called ‘tabus.’ The cases of 
name-tabus can be counted by thousands. They 
may, however, be classified for practical purposes 
as follows, (ci) The personal name of the indmdual 
must not be pronounced, in some cases even by 
himself. This prohibition is parallel to the custom 
of the secret name. It has the same variants and 
modes of time, place, and circumstance. This 
point was noticea during the first synthetic re- 
searches by Tylor [Early Hist, of Mankind-, 
London, 1870, p. 142), and anthropological literature 
(especially GM^) has since accumulated so much 
information on it that simple geographical indica- 
tions will be sufficient here, refemng for enumera- 
tions to the tAvo Avorks cited. 

Prohibition naturally increases in strictness according to the 
importance of the individual. It attains its maximum when 
the latter, on account of his virtues, has received a name which 
connects him with the world of supernatural forces (cf. below 
( 6 )). A corollar}-, which is not found among all primitive races, 
forbids the pronouncing of the names of near relatives (Nyasa- 
land, Kafirs, E. Africa, Dayaks, natives of Celebes, Omaha and 
Dakota Indians, etc.). 

(b) The same prohibition extends, in a more 
rigid form, to the Avorld of gods, genii, spirits, and 
poAvers personified by animism. The names of 
these inAUsible beings must not be pronounced ; 
they must not even be written when symbolical 
pictography and Avriting have acquired, among the 
semi-ciAulized, the magical value of the voice 
(China, Korea, Cambodia, etc.). The prohibition 
may be absolute (Mongols, Beohuanas), at certain 
periods of the year (Central America), on certain 
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unlucky days (passim), or on certain occasions 
revealed by divination (passim). 

(c) The same list of prohibitions applies to the 
names of personages who are no longer amply men, 
but who by consecration have been made intermedi- 
aries between men and the invisible beings, or have 
even been made members of this group of ‘ invis- 
ibles ’ (fetish-men, diviners, sorcerers, priests, chiefs, 
and kings). The secret name which tney receive at 
initiation, entry into the priesthood, or coronation 
cannot be known (Siam, Dahomey) ; or, if it is 
known, it cannot be evoked or pronounced (Par 
East, Laos, E. Siberia, Ainus). Men who had a 
similar name must change it (cf. above). The pro- 
hibition against bearing a name similar to that of 
the chief goes even so far as to deprive of this name 
the dead who shared it during their lifetime 
(Polynesia, New Zealand, Zululand). Here and 
there ‘primitive teiTor’ has marred the ordinary 
language, by changing or disfiguring by homonymy 
or alliteration all the words in it which might 
evoke the name affected by tabu (Zululand, Tahiti, 
etc.). This fact is of interest in the morphology 
of primitive languages. 

(d) Belonging to the world of the ‘invisibles,’ 
and a priori eventually dangerous, the names of 
the dead are the object of the same tabus. Here 
the prohibition shows interesting differences, re- 
sulting from the variable idea held concerning the 
nature of the spirits of the dead or the time during 
which they are supposed to be dangerous. The 
prohibition may refer to the name of the dead 
itself. In this case it is of perpetual duration : 
among some peoples. More frequently it is limited 
either to the duration of the funeral ceremonies, to 
that of the mourning, or to the supposed duration 
of the bodily remains (the last two cases in primi- 
tive times are one and the same). 

The examples collected by anthropolorioal literature prove 
the universality of this class of tabus (Asia : Samoyeds, Ohere- 
miss, Ainus ; Africa ; Kafirs, Zulus, W. Africa, and the majority 
of Bantu races ; Australasia : the whole of Australia, Tasmania, 
Celebes, Borneo ; America : Brazil, Peru, Paraguay, Mexico, the 
Indians of Texas, and of other parts of N. America). 

The opposite custom, that of leaving the dead man’s name 
with him, but changing those of all the survivors, was noted in 
connexion with the living (of. above, § 3 (o)), but, in reality, it 
does not spring from the same initial motive ns the preceding 
tabus. It is another means of warding off the same danger, by 
bewildering the dead or by withdrawing the living out of his 
power, by his ignorance of their new names. For the same 
reason, the name of the dead man was given at bis death to a 
living being — in order to prevent him from doing harm and from 
wandering invisibly to inflict injury. Thus among the Taoullis, 
at a death, the priest ‘ seizes ' the name of the dead from his 
mouth, and places it materially on the forehead of one of those 
present. It becomes Incorporated in him, and it will pass, by 
the sexual act, into the embryo of the first child bom to this 
man ; the child will bear the name of the dead. At the funeral 
ceremony in Australia a young warrior takes the name of the 
dead man, pretends to go to the other world, and returns ; be 
Is henceforth regarded as belonging to the family of the dead 
man, for he has really become the dead man, who has now 
ceased to be dangerous. Among the Oheremiss, at the funeral 
feast, a man, made up and dressed like the deceased, takes his 
name, says that he is happy in the other world and has no 
desire to return from it, and disappears. This is a perfected 
variant of the same initial idea. In the case of very young 
children, however, who would not know any evil, we find the 
opposite practice. Their names are repeatedly called up, in 
order that they may become reincarnated in the only way 
which is possible to them, by animating the embryo in the 
womb of a pregnant woman (preferably the mother of the dead 
child). To facilitate the process the bodies of young children 
(Belgian Congo, ancient Egypt, Central America) are buried 
either in the houses or at the side of paths frequently trodden 
by the women of the town or village. 

(e) Witli men, priests, kings, spirits, and gods, 
the rest of animate nature^ particmates theoreti- 
cally in this class of prohibitions. The logical con- 
sequences have been almost everywhere deduced 
by non-civilized peoples — hence prohibitions bear- 
ing the names of certain animals, plants, fragments 
of nature apparently inanimate but regarded as 
animated by a particular spirit, such as mountain- 
peaks, rooks, lakes, marshes, rivers, etc.; hence 


also prohibitions regarding the names of certain 
sacred objects or even phenomena. 

The sum-total of the name-tabus cited above 
amounts to several thousands, which are distin- 
guished, in the principal subdivisions, by time, 
place, and circumstance, and characteristics at eric 
time temporary, at another permanent. There can 
be no possibility, therefore, of finding them all at 
once in each of the non-civilized races. Nor can 
we expect each of these races to have traced to the 
end the psendo-logio of the deductions draivn from 
the first rules of the subject. But we have the 
essential proof of the presumed primitive character 
of such tabus in the double fact (1) that the general 
features, explicable by the same initial data, recur 
in a whole group of peoples who could not have 
had any historical connexion with each other, and 
(2) that the majority of the lists of prohibitions, 
fragmentary or not,_ always recur identically with 
regard to a certain kind whenever inquiry is 
methodically made. There is therefore the greatest 
probability that we have here to do with authentic 
survivals of the ideas of primitive people. 

II. Collective names. — Like the individual, the 
group also has its names. The most important is 
the name of the ancestor (see Ancestok-woeship 
AND Cult of the Dead), spirit, or tutelary spirits 
with whom the group has formed an alliance. 
From the smaller to the larger group, from the 
family to the tribe, to the people, to the confedera- 
tion of tribes, to the semi-civilized nation, a series 
of names, sometimes superimposed, is the possession 
and exclusive property of the group. We find, 
again, for these collective names most of the 
variants cited above in the case of the individual, 
including the so-called ‘totemic’ name. These 
characteristics of collective names have the same 
consequences for them as for the individual names; 
hence totemic collective names, or others of a secret 
character, or specially reserved names (cf. below, 

I §11.); hence also all the prohibitions or so-called 
[ tabus which concern them. 

II. Discussion. — The above facts show that a 
! general explanation of all the phenomena coidd 
not he found in either the totemic or the animiat 
theory. Thejr reckon ivith only some of the facts. 
The explanation of ‘ prohibitions ’ by tabu is a pure 
tautology which explains nothing. In fact, the 
beliefs and usages relating to the name proceed 
from a far more general concept, to understand 
which we must completely remove ‘civilized’ 
people from our argument. 

The nature of the name, as primitive man fandea 
it, its power, its dangers, its good or bad qualities, 
are connected with the idea of the articulated voice 
and its effects. The enunciation of the primitive 
name must be conceived not as a series of syllables 
articulated with more or less tonic accent, hut as 
a chanted declamation, in which rhythm, not^ 
and tone constitute the essential elements. Such 
an enunciation, therefore, is connected ivith the 
powers and nature of the carmen and with the 
general theory of voice-magic. Here we enter the 
sphere, known partly by anthropological literature, 
of the sympathetic and mimetic forces and of the 
irresistible power of the human voice, either un- 
organized or organized under forms which the term 
‘music’ more or less completely includes (cf. J. 
Combarien, La Musique ct la magic, Paris, 1909, 
p. 125 ff.). But statements like these may he ex- 
tended from the human voice— which is only a 
small section of the whole— to eveiy ‘voice’ in the 
world, and, in the last analysis, to eveiy thing that 
is ‘ sound.’ This statement can be easily verified, 
so that proof is unnecessary here. Now, if sound 
itself possesses such powers and effects, it is because 
it is one of the aspects of the very essence of life, 
perceptible by the sense.s. Sound is an emanation 
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of life, and the sound emitted by a being or an 
animate object is a function of that life. 

If we accept these initial data, the chanted (or 
later declaimed) name is not merely an artificial 
imitation of what forms the very substance of the 
person ; it is not even a simple ‘ double ’ ; it is this 
verv substance. The name of a person is his very 
soru — ^let us say his ‘name-soul* — i.e. his reason 
for living, his life as far as it has any personality. 
But the ego and the life (not only the terrestrial 
life in the oody of flesh, hut life in itself) are not 
distinguished by primitive peoples. They associate 
both in one ana tlie same substance. They natur- 
ally ima^e them under an exclusively material 
form. They then notice the manifestations capable 
of being perceived by the senses. They notice that 
sound is perceived not only by the ears but some- 
times also by touch (in the form of shook), and 
even by the eyes (luminous vibrations accompany- 
ing sound, vapours produced in the air by the 
emission of a sound or of the human voice). 
Sound, and consequently the song and the voice, 
appear to them finally as a characteristic aspect of 
that energy whose vibrations constitute life ; and 
the various sounds peculiar to beings or animated 
objects are the essential manifestations of the ego 
eculiar to each of them. In reproducing them by 
is own effort the human being conquers the pos- 
sessor of this ego by taking the secret of his life 
from him. That life may continue more or less to 
animate from a distance the being from whom it is 
drawn, but it is in the power of a new master. 
Thus the name of the dead man given to the 
newly-bom child is justified. What survives of 
the man is not his apparition, shadow, or any other 
of these more or less fluid multiple survivals, which 
move in the various abodes of the dead ; it is above 
all his ‘ name-person,’ his ‘ name-soul.’ The desire 
of the dead to become reincarnated (and as often 
as possible in their descendants) is shown by those 
dreams in which they speak to the expectant 
mother, and the pains which the diviner interprets ; 
or, if they have already returned in the body of 
the newly-bom child, they pronounce their name, 
they reveal their personality by the movements or 
cries of the child, who recognizes the objects pre- 
sented to him or solutes the pronunciation of his 
name in the list enumerated by the priest. Thus 
by the same process one of the greatest problems 
of primitive thought is solved — m know the origin 
and the fate of the living being. Alongside of the 
body of flesh, the begetting, and the conception, 
the essential germ of life, independent of the sexual 
act of man, and the only depository of the real 
personality, becomes detached from an immense 
number of ‘ name-souls,’ dwelling either in the same 
regions as living beings or on their immediate 
borders, and animating sometimes ‘ spirits,’ some- 
times animate things, and sometimes human beings 
by periodical returns to the body of man. In this 
way is explained the custom of making the tombs 
of children on footpaths trodden by a mother who, 
having lost a young child, calls it by its name, in 
order that it may come and reincarnate itself in 
the new germ within her. And all this rein- 
carnation of the dead in new beings of the same 
family frees the survivors from two serious cares 
— preoccupation with the suffering and privations 
endured by the disincamated ‘name-souls,’ and 
apprehension of the dangers which the miserable 
condition of these dead brings upon the living. 

These dangers justify all the strange prohibi- 
tions or tabus which have been found to sur- 
round the names of the dead. Spells were cast by 
the simple pronunciation of the name ; the dead 
would come to roam about their former dwelling- 
places ; they would try to get possession of therr 
goods again ; they would nave revenge for their 


rivations and sufferings ; they would seize the 
odies of the survivors by ‘possession.’ The 
suppression of their name among the living is one 
of the chief precautions to prevent them from 
coming back to the place where they lived. The 
changes of name among the survivors puzzle them 
and break the bond between them and the sur- 
vivors (not to mention all the accessory precau- 
tions taken to prevent the return of the spirit of 
the dead [see art. Death and Disposal of the 
Dead]). Sometimes a veritable plunder takes 
lace ; the ‘ name-soul ’ of the dead is taken from 
im at his death by a living person who plays the 
art of the dead man, and, having thus deprived 
im of all his power, prevents him for ever from 
acting, or substitutes his own will for the dead 
man’s. 

These pTohtbitions, disguises, or changes of the names of the 
dead or of their surroundings are, as we have seen (§ lo (^), 
most frequently limited to the material duration of the bodily 
remains. A magical bond unites the different parts, the whole 
of which form the being (see Body). The body of flesh, or its 
debris, remains the necessary material support which enables 
the name-soul to continue in material proximity to the iiving. 
This support destroyed, is the name-soul condemned to dissolu- 
tionf No non-oivilized people has formally asserted this ; nor 
has any one formally expressed its Indefinite existence. 
Whether it is that our information is as yet incomplete, or 
that primitive thought has not the power to push to their con- 
clusions the iogical deductions from such problems, the ideas 
of non-civilized races on this point end in uncertainty. Some 
seem to have believed in the possibility of an indefinite pro- 
longation, on condition of being maintained by reincarnations 
at intervais not too tar apart. Hence the possibility of dead 
persons becoming reincarnated after several generations or 
after the complete disappearance of their mortai remains, on 
condition that their ‘names’ are evoked by certain persons 
provided with a special power (kings or priests); hence also 
the entirely logical consequence that certain ‘name-souls' 
are more powerful and resist destruction longer than others, 
according to the quality or the rank of the persons who bear 
them, or, still more frequently, according to the ‘totemio* 
power of the ‘spirit’ to which the name gives the individual 
access. Here we see the first manifestation of the future theory 
of tbeophorio or theogenic names. 

The facility of managing the ‘name-soul’ by the 
irresistible force of pronunciation^ has already (see 
I. y above) justified all the precautions taken by the 
living to prevent any one from using their names ; 
it also justifies all the strange prohibitions of 
which the chief have been cited above. It explains 
the possibility of depriving of life the person whose 
name is evoked by artifice. With it is connected 
the tabu which not only protects the individual’s 
name but also prevents him from pronouncing that 
of his near relatives or connexions, by reason of 
the increase of mysterious power riven him by 
the bond of kinship. It gives the key to all the 
customs connected with secret names. It justifies 
the apparent absurdity of those kings who punish 
with death subjects who bear the same name as 
they. The capital penalty for making use of a 
chief’s name in an oath is due to the same fears. 
Lastly, the dangers of the thoughtless or malevo* 
lent use of the names of invisible beings or super- 
natural forces rationally lead to the tabus regarding 
the names of gods, genii, spirits, totems, etc. 
These prohibitions have been taught and com- 
manded to men by the leaders of the invisible 
world, in order to guard their independence; or 
they have been asserted by the chiefs of a human 
community in order to keep intact the depository 
of the secret powers by which man can command 
the masters of the universe ; or, lastly, they have 
been issued in order to prevent vengeance, anger, 
or the misfortunes which would bo let loose by 
the pronunciation of these dreaded names. 

The material being is in constant change, normal 
or abnormal, regular or ine^ar. To changes of 
stature, appearance, physical aptitudes, family or 
social conditions, correspond new affinities with 
new categories of vital substances. Consequently 
a new^ name must be adopted, containing in its 
essential texture the harmony necessary between 
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the body and the vital principle which makes it 
a person. The innumerable varieties of name- 
changes are explained in the last analysis by this 
necessity of readjustment: name-changes in the 
different classes of age, at circumcision, at puberty, 
at initiation, at the nrst motherhood or fatherhood, 
or at old age, etc. The needs of a name-soul 
better suited to a new state, stronger and wiser, 
entail many consequences. The danger of possess- 
ing a name subject by affinity or weakness to the 
attacks of spirits has its remedy in a change of 
name after an illness. In the same way the need 
of new special forces for the functions of diviner, 
sorcerer, priest, chief, or king, presupposes the 
presence, within their bodily structure, of new 
name-souls, which introduce into it the powers or 
aptitudes formerly lacking. These new' names, as 
we have seen (§ 4), come as entirely new entities, 
are superimposed on the old, or are substituted for 
them, and their virtue transforms the being in- 
habited by the new souls. The names of consecra- 
tion, coronation, installation, priesthood (or their 
equivalents in the social organization of primitive 
man) transform the whole substance of those on 
whom they are conferred. The choice of appropri- 
ate names unites them with the groups of beings 
possessing invisible and mystenous powers. A 
new being is created, sharing both in the manage- 
ment of his own forces and in that of the human 
group which he represents. A natural evolution 
leads these sacred intermediaries to take the name 
even of one of the all-powerful masters, and then 
to identify themselves completely wdth him. A 
projection of the name-soul of the spirit is thus 
extended to the human body which it penetrates 
and transforms. It inhabits the body of the chief 
or of the priest. It mixes the divme substance 
with that of the human being. The king-god or 
the priest-god is created. 

But at the limits of primitive thought the 
primitive peoples show us in germ a new evolution 
of this datum. For the confusion of names from 
simply taking the divine name is gradually substi- 
tuted a compiled name of king or priest which will 
express no longer an identification of crude sympa- 
thetic magic, but a mixture (or rather a capacity 
for mixing) with one of the forces, manifestations, 
aspects, dperal, of the divine or supernatural being. 
Here we get a glimpse of the beginnings of more 
developed and infinitely more refined concepts. 
These lead civilized societies to the use of the 
theogenic name, the theophoric name, the euonym- 
ons name; then, later still, to the name of the 
protecting patron and to the mere pious intention, 
taking the place of the magical mixing, just as 
the prayer of the priest takes the place of the 
summons in the fetish-man’s incantation. 

But a more important fact dominates the subject 
and in a way constitutes the summum of the 
name-soul. If the millions of visible or invisible 
beings have all a vital principle of the same 
texture, the degrees of resistance to the overthrow 
of these principles vary infinitely for each of 
them. Nevertheless, none of them has theoretical 
immortality, nor has any one of them been im- 
agined to be the first origin of life. Unable to 
conceive eternity metaphysically, the thought of 
primitive man solves the problem of the origins of 
creative life in its own way. It imagines for each 
of the different groups of beings an entity, a 
special name-soul, composed of all the ‘name- 
forces ’ which it has detached from itself, of aB the 
name-souls which it has put into the different 
persons or the different beings connected with it 
throughout the course of time._ This entity is the 
supreme principle whose individual existences are 
only signs. Hence it is that the name of the clan, 
the tribe, or the nation, the totemio name, the 1 


mysterious name, is so jealously guarded by the 
human group ; it maintains the bond between the 
Murce of life and individual transient existences ; 
it establishes the necessary mixture, the safeguard 
of the individual life, between the collective soul 
common to all and the special soul of each. The 
totem, the depository of the indefinite life of e&ch 
by the indefinite life of all, gives, with the know- 
ledge of its name and affiliation with its inmost 
substance, the knowledge of charms, powers, and 
secrets which are like the ‘ treasuin of war ’ of the 
race, and the sum-total of which has made the 
quasi-omnipotent force of which it is the rdsnmd. 
If, as everything goes to show, the first cause of 
the phenomena comprised under the name of 
‘ totemism ’ is in the inquiry into the vital principle 
of the human group, an immense number of totemio 
facts, such as tabus of all kinds, food and other 
prohibitions, and totemio initiation-rites, are ex- 
plained and logically connected. Those relating 
to totemic names are naturally in the first rank. 

With the so-called totemic phenomena we reach 
the limit of non-civilized thought. It would be 
beyond the scope of this article to examine the 
conclusions which the magic-religion of more 
advanced societies draws from these elements. 
But it is necessary in conclusion to point out at 
least two of the most important immediate con- 
sequences: (1) in the supreme domain of the 
divine the power of the name leads to a profound 
modification in the concept of creation, or rather 
of demiurgy ; established first on the organization 
of inert matter by the effort or the physical action 
of the demiurge, or on its material fecundation by 
the supreme being, or later on direct childbirth, 
drawn team the very substance of the organizing 
god, the idea of the beginnings of the living and 
organized world results in teaching that matter 
has been organized and vivified by the god pro- 
nouncing the irresistible words and denominating 
beings or things in the measure in which he thus 
gives them existence ; (2) in the wide domain of 
magic an equivalent power is accorded to the 
‘figurations’ of names, no longer chanted or pro- 
nounced by the voice, but reproduced by picto- 
graphy and later by writing. Written magic 
transports into the representation of names all toe 
forces, practices, and prohibitions connected with 
the pronounced names. The repertoire of ‘ written 
names ’ has the same sanctity and power in itself 
as its proper reading. It keeps them enclosed in 
itself, as if it were a living substance which all 
' these fixed names animate by signs — the non- 
civilized man even going the length of eating and 
drinking it diluted in a liquid, or trying to make 
all the virtues of a magical or a sacred book pass 
into the body. The history of advanced reli^ons 
shows us all that man can draw from this new 
subject, the destiny of ‘names.’ 

Literatdkk. — T here is no monograph on names. The autho- 
rities cited in the course of the art. contain the chief references 
to wor^ on the subject. GEORGE FOUCART. 

NAMES (Arabic).— I. Kinds of names.— The 
name ^alam, from 'alima, ‘to know,’ like nomen 
from noscere) can he of four kinds, according to 
most authorities, though some increase the speoms 
to seven. There is the name proper, ism; toe 
paternal or maternal name, Ininyah ; the relative 
name, nisbah ; and the sobriquet or title, lagab. 
Some add toe tahhallus, assumed name ; toe 
'wkdah, functional name (this appears to be an 
Indian usage) ; and the mansab, name of rank. 
The use of the first four goes back to remote 
antiquity. The word ism is Old Semitic, 
indeed is probably the source of the word * Semitic^ 
since the theory is plansible that the hero Shem is 
an inference from the phrase ansTw sTiePif 'men oi 
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note.’ The suggestion of Robertson Smith {Kin- I 
ship and Marriage"^, p. 248) that its source is to he 
found in the verb loasama, ‘ to brand,’ is erroneous, ! 
since that verb appears to be purely Arabic, and 
to be traceable by a tortxious course to the Greek 
irafKp&pas, ‘ a horse branded -with the letter S.’ The 
verb from which kunyah is derived is found in the 
OT in the sense of ‘giving a name of honour.’ 
Another derivative is used in the Mislmah for 
‘ euphemism,’ and the general sense of the verb in 
Arabic is ‘ to name indirectly.’ The practice by ! 
•which parents are called after their children is not i 
■wholly unknoum outside Arabia^.gr., in the Iliad ; 
Odysseus calls himself (in Arabic iktana^ov hanna 
ruxfsahu) TijXe/tdxo'o varipa , — but in Arabia it 

became regular, and names of this kind (‘Father ! 
of Zaid,’ ‘ Slother of ’Anir ’) -were given to infants. ! 
The existence of a son bearing the name -which 
foUo'ws the -words ‘ father or mother of ’ cannot be 
inferred, as indeed the Abu Zaid of the Maqamahs 
of 5ariri states that he has no son named Zaid. 
As a mode of address it is thought to be respectful, 
and it enhanced a man’s dignity if the sovereign 
thus addressed him. Historians (c.jr., Tabari, ed. 
Leyden, 1879-1901, iii. 2208) sometimes give the 
date of the first occasion -when this occurred in the 
case of an eminent man. 

(а) Kunyah, — The kunyah as an indirect mode 
of address served somewhat the same purpose as is 
served by the surname and title in the European 
languages, where the forename is not ordinarily 
employed outside the family. Hence strangers, 
when talking to children, csill them respectrally 
by the kunyah (Yalcut, Diet, of Learned Men, v. 
442). Certain knnyahs go regularly with other 
names, owing to the first o-wner of the name having 
had the same kunyah ; thus an Abraham (Ibrahim) 
is ordinaril-y Abu Ishaq (Isaac), a Zakariyya Aba 
Yahya (John), an 'Cimar Aba 5af?) and an 'Ali 
Abu'l-ljasan. Hence the kunyah could often be 
inferred from the name, and, according to the 
tradition, Muhammad explained the statement in 
the Qur’an that the Virgin Mary ivas addressed as 
‘ Sister of Aaron’ on an analogous principle. 

In the common language many animals bad 
kunyahs — e.m, ‘Father of Job’ for the camel, 
‘Father of Ravening’ for the lion; these names 
are employed in the dialogue of fables. In the 
19th Maqamah of Rariri a number of similar 
appellations are collected, which, according to him, 
are the kunyahs employed by parasites and the 
euphemisms of Safis ; the former are chiefly desig- 
nations of meats and the like — ‘ Father oi Thnqif 
(strong ?) ’ for vinegar, ‘ Father of J amil (handsome) ’ 
for vegetables, ‘Father of jamf (collector) ’ for the 
table or tray; the latter seem to be names for 
abstract ideas — e.g., ‘Father of Yahya’ (John, 
meaning in Arabic ‘he shall live’) for death, 

‘ Father of ' Amrah ’ for hunger. Parallels to these 
can be found in other languages — e.g., Da-vy Jones 
for drowning, etc. A dictionaiy of these kunyahs 
was composed by al-Mubarak b. al-Athir (t a.d. 
1209), called Kitah al-Mura^sa' , ed. C. F. Seybold, 
Weimar, 1896. 

(б) Nisbah. — ^The nishah is an adjective which 
locates the person to whom it is given, whether as 
the member of a tribe, as the resident of some 
place, as following some particular trade, or in 
any other way. This adjective has all the multi- 
farious senses of the preposition ‘ of. ’ In the OT 
it is found with the tribal and local senses — e.g., 
Y'hadhl, Tishbl, and perhaps others, as in Tfahri 
(‘ Hebrew’). Names of trades are sometimes formed 
in this way — e.g., kutbi (‘bookseller’), but more 
usually on another principle; they are, however, 
treatea as equal to nisbahs. A. von Kremer 
{Cidturgeschiehte des Orients unter den Chalifen, 
Vienna, 1877, ii. 185) makes the observation that 


the employment of trade-names as nisbahs dates 
from 'Abbasid times ; but this is unlikely. This 
form of appellation is not infrequently taken from 
a political or religious party — e.g., Sunni, ShTi, 
meaning ‘follower of the sunnah,’ ‘member of 
the shVah or party of 'All.’ One important use of 
the nisbah is to indicate the patron of a manu- 
mitted slave ; Zaidi might thus be the designation 
of one manumitted hy a man named Zaid, as well 
as of a sectarian who held that a certain Zaid had 
a right to the sovereignty. This usage meets us 
most frequently in the case of persons manumitted 
by the sovereim. There are cases in which the 
nisbah is based on some more casual connexion, 
such as the name Badri applied to Muslims who 
fought at Badr, or Alfi used of slaves purchased 
for a thousand {alf) coins. Naturally the same 
man may have numerous nisbahs. The most 
elaborate dictionary of these names is that by 
Sam'ani (t A.D. 1166), published by the Gibb Trust, 
London, 1912. 

(c) Lagab. — The -word lagab is probably identical 
in origin with the phrase ntqgbhiioM-shemSth which 
occurs in the OT, where the former word appears 
to mean ‘ were designated,’ but its exact sense is 
unknown. It can best be defined negatively as a 
name other than that which the holder received at 
birth, yet not substituted for it. When it is con- 
temptuous, it may be called nabaz. In the 2nd 
cent, of Islamj as will be seen, something resem- 
bling systematic titles came into use ; but the lagab 
in the sense of ‘ sobriquet ’ is found at all periods. 
Often it is taken from a personal defect ; at times 
it commemorates some deed. The saying -with 
reference to the two Khalifahs, 'Omar n. and 
Yazid m., ‘the Slashed-face and the Diminisher 
were the best of the Marwanides,’ illustrates both 
origins (Fakhn, tr. E. Amar, Paris, 1910, p. 208). 
Poets often received such lagab in consequence of 
a line that had attracted attention ; so the chief 
of the Arabic poets al-Mutanabbl, ‘the Prophet- 
aster,’ is so called after a line in which he compares 
himself to a prophet ; al-Ba'ith was named after a 
verse which began ta'abatha (Jahi?, Bayan, Cairo, 
1312, ii. 61) ; one Abdallah b. Mus' ab is kno-wn as 
‘ the Dog’s Visitor ’ (5.' id al-Kalb) after a line in 
which he claimed to visit his friends’ sick dogs 
(Mubarrad, Kamil, Cairo, 1308, i. 322), etc. This 
practice was so common that there were special 
treatises written about it — e.g., by Muhammad b. 
Riabib (YaqUt, -vi. 476). Cases occur in which the 
lagab is taken from a favourite expression of the 
person on whom it is bestowed ; this appears to be 
the origin of the lagab Rais Bais, by which the 
poet San al-Saifi is ordinarily kno-(vn (Ibn Khalli- 
Ican, tr. W. M. de Slane, Paris, 184^71, i. 561 ; 
the words mean about the same as the Hebrew 
tOhii-bdhu). The origin of these appellations was 
often forgotten, and they gave rise to mythical 
narratives ; an example will be foimd in the case 
of the poet Muraqqish {Agharii, v. 193). ■ 

The normal appellations of an Arab then bore 
some resemblance to Italian nomenclature, where 
the ism, nisbah, and lagab are regularly represented 
— e.g., in ‘ Marcus Tullius Cicero.’ On the other 
hand, the Italian method ignores the kunyah, 
which often serves instead of the ism, which at 
times is forgotten (see a case in Yaqut, ii. 48), and 
may never have been conferred ; thus in the case 
of some men of eminence~c.gr., the first Khallfah 
and his father (Aba Bakr b. Abi Quhafah)— there 
is no certain tradition of an ism. The employment 
of the lagab was in part due to the popularity of 
certain names, which rendered the wm insufficiently 
distinctive. When honorific titles came into use, 
they had a nat-ural tendency to di^lace the original 
I name ; hence, e.y., the title Saladin (Salah al-din) 
displaced the original name Yusuf b.‘ Ayyab. The 
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modem European combination of forename and 
family-name is even now found only in those 
circles in the Arabic-speaking world which have 
been deeply influenced by Western practice. In 
these the name of the father of the first person 
who adopts the method becomes the family-name. 
The employment of a father’s name as a surname 
is common, the word ihn (‘son of’) being in recent 
times ordinarily omitted ; the Palmyrene inscrip- 
tions, however, show that this practice is not in 
itself modem, and Mubarrad (Kamil, ii. 130) quotM 
some early Arabic examples. The employment of 
the mother’s name in lieu of the faUier’s is not 
quite rare. Sometimes the reason lay in the 
history of the family ; thus the first Mahdi Avas 
called Ibn al-5^anafiyyah (‘Son of the ^anifite 
Woman ’) to distinguish him from the sons of 'Ali 
by the Prophet’s daughter Patimah. Occasionally 
the mother was supposed to be the more distin- 
guished ; thus one 'Ali b. Mubarak AA’as known as 
Ibn al-Zahidah (‘Son of the Female Ascetic’) 
because of his mother’s renoAvn as a saint (Yaqut, 
V. 300). The poet Ibn Mayyadah claimed that his 
mother was of noble family, whence he took her 
name (Aghani, ii. 88). At times such surnames 
were given contemptuously (Yaqut, v. 113, Avhose 
evidence on the matter may be accepted, though 
in this particular case he misunderstands his 
authority). According to the Fakhrl (tr. Amar, 
p. 180), when the father was unknown, the child 
might be called after the mother (as in a case in 
Yaqut, vi. 475) or else Ibn Abihi, ‘Son of his 
Father,’ and examples of this phrase occur. The 
use of a daughter’s name for a kunyah is about 
equally common ; it may be due to the absence of 
a son or to personal choice ; the names Abu 
Maryam, Abu Eu)fm, and Abu Hurairah are 
familiar; the last of these is often erroneously 
explained otherwise. The practice Avas not gener- 
ally approved. 

Within the family, or at any rate Avhere informal 
language Avas used, the names were, as in the case 
of other languages, liable to the alterations Avhich 
are expressed by the Greek Avord inroKopi(rfi6s ; and 
for these the grammarians have draAvn up rules. 
Normally the diminutive of a name, however, 
counts as a separate name ; but at times it is 
used either afieotionately or contemptuously as its 
substitute. 

2. Classification of forms. — The classification of 
the forms of names given by the grammarian 
Zamakhshari (Mtifassal, ed. J. P. Broch, Christi- 
ania, 1879, § 4) is probably exhaustive. They 
are ; (1) single Avords, (2) compound, (3) transferred, 
(4) invented. The compound may be made up 
either of a sentence — e.g., Ta’abbata sharran (‘He 
put Mischief under his Axm ’) — or of tAA’o elements 
made into one Avord (the examples given are foreign 
names to Avhich popular etymologies are assigned, 
or Arabic AA’ords to Avhich Persian terminations 
have been appended), or of a Avord followed by 
another in the genitive case — e.g., Abdu-’llahi 
( ‘ Slave of Allah ’). The transferred may be taken 
(a) from an object — e.g., ‘Bull,’ ‘Lion’; (h) from 
an abstract noun — e.g., ‘Excellence,’ ‘ Detain’; 
(c) from an adjective — e.g., ‘Perfect’ (Kamil), 

‘ Handsome ’ (Qasim) ; (d) from a verb either in the 
perfect — e.g., Shammara (‘He girded his Loins’) — 
or in the future — e.g., Taghlibu (‘She shall Con- 
quer’); (e) from an interjection; (f) from a sen- 
tence, as above. The invented is_ either (a) a 
normal formation, though not in ordinary use as a 
common noun — e.g., Hamdan from hamida, ‘to 

S raise ’ ; or (h) an abnormal formation — e.g,, 
lauhab from wahaba, ‘ to give,’ which has for its 
substantive mauhib in accordance Avith a general 
rule. 

All these modes of forming names can be snoAm 


to go back to remote antiquity ; for, though com- 
paratively few names of pre-Islamio Arabs are 
knoAvn, certain Biblical appellations of persona 
clearly bear the same relation to iijrabic names as 
Hebrew forms generally bear to those of classical 
Arabic, i.e., are, unless appearances are entirely 
deceptiAre, derived from the latter, occasionally 
altered in accordance Avith sound-laws. Thus the 
Biblical Eli, Simeon, Gideon, Oreb, Zeb, are found 
in Arabic as 'Ali, Sam' an, Gud'an, Ghurfib, Dhi’b, 
etc. At times the root_ is lost in HebreAV, but the 
name survives — e.g., Zipporah, which may be in- 
terpreted Dafiarah (‘a Avoman who plaits her hair’) 
— or the sense is lost in HebreAV, but preserved in 
Arabic — e.g., Reuben for Ri’bal, ‘Lion,’ and per- 
haps Jacob, i.e., Ya'qub, ‘Partridge.’ The use of 
the third person singular of the future as a proper 
name is common at this early period as afterwards 
— e.g., Jephthah, in Arabic Yaftab, ‘He shall 
conquer,’ identical in sense Avith the proper name 
Al-fath, ‘ Conquest,’ and Joseph, identical in sense 
AAdth the Arabic Yazid, ‘He shall increase.’ In 
the Arabic form the subject is ordinarily the 
holder, not, as in HebreAV, the deity. 

3. Source of names. — (a) The sources from 
which proper names are draAAm are practically 
unlimited ; and their choice presents very difierent 
degrees of ingenuity. The simplest possible name 
for a child is clearly ‘ Child, ’ in Arabic al-Walid, 
or ‘Posterity,’ in Arabic Khalaf; Ukhayy, 'Little 
Brother,’ is equally simple, Ubayy, ‘Little Father,’ 
Umaimah, ‘Little Mother,’ not very different. 
Other names merely indicate parental delight or 
affection — Mahbub, ‘Beloved,’ 5ubba, ‘Dueotis- 
sima,’ Wahb or Mauhab, ‘ Gift.’ Others involve 
agoodAvish — Sa’d, ‘Good Luck,’ Sa'id, ‘Lucky’; 
similar to this are the names Ya'ish, ‘May he 
live,’'A’ishah, ‘ Destined to live,’ though, as names 
of this sort had a tendency to provoke the envy of 
the demons, unlucky names Avere sometimes sub- 
stituted — e.g., Yamflt, ‘He shall die,’ Qabihah, 
‘Ugly.’ The last are uncommon, and such ad- 
jectives as signify good qualities or conditions 
are far more frequently used as proper names — 
Kamil, ‘ Perfect,’^ Shuja', ‘ Hero,’ Salim, ‘ Safe,’ 
Muqatil, ‘Fighting man,’ Mujahid, ‘Warrior,’ 
Malik, ‘Possessor,’ Mansur, ‘ DiA^ely aided,’ eta 
The abstract nouns of these or similar roots like- 
wise serve as proper names — al- Ala, ‘ Sublimity,’ 
al-Fadl, ‘Excellence,’ Zaid, ‘Increase,’ Bids, 

‘ Favour.’ 

(b) Names of beasts, birds, and plants, and of 
other objects and animals, have been employed 
for this purpose from the earliest times. Thus 
among familiar Arabic names are Nimr, ‘ Panther,’ 
diminutive Numair, Asad, ‘ Lion,’ Thaur, ‘ Bull,’ 
Dhi’b, ‘ Wolf,’ of which the diminutive is Dhu’aib, 
Nusair, diminutive of Nasr, ‘Vulture,’ 

‘Eve,’ i.e. ‘Snake,’ Qunfudh, ‘Porcupine,*^ Hu- 
rairah, ‘Kitten,’ Kalb, ‘Dog,’ of which the plural 
KUab, ‘Dogs,’ is also in use as a proper name. 
The notion has at times been held that these are 
totem-names, and, when they belong to tribes, tlM 
theory may conceivably have some truth in it ; in 
the greater number of cases the notion is fantastia 
Other natmal objects which furnish names to 
human beings are stars — e.g., Thurayyfi, ‘ the 
Pleiades,’ Badr, ‘the Moon,’ Hilal, ‘the New 
Moon’ ; mountains — e.g., 'Arafah, Baihan, ‘ Frag- 
rant Herb,’ Shaibah, ‘ White Hair ’ ; whereas arti- 
ficial objects are represented by such names as 
Shabakah, ‘Net,’ Qatiran, ‘Pitch,’ etc. 

(c) Names that are more decidedly relmous m 
character are those in Avhich the holder is brought 
into connexion Avith a deity, either as a slave 
(mase. 'Abd, fern. Amat), or as ‘the ruM of 
(Imru’u), or as ‘the gift of’ ('Ata or Wahb), or 
‘ the blessing of ’ (Barakat). A list of these theo- 
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phorio names for Arabic pagan antiquitjr was 
made out by J. Wellhausen (Beste arahiscken 
Ecidentums^, Berlin, 1897). Names in ■which the 
god is associated mth a verbal predicate (e.p., 
Yasma’il, Ishmoel) are common in S. Arabia, but 
rare in Central Arabia, though perhaps not quite 
unknown. 

(d) The tendency to employ foreign names seems 
to be traceable to antiquity in Arabia, and the 
ease with which words are naturalized in Arabic 
made them lose their foreign aspect in many cases. 
Thus Zainab probably stands for Zenobia, and 
Alexandros, in the form al-Iskandar, was thought 
to have the Arabic article for its prefix. Where 
names are borrowed from the closely allied 
Hebrew, Syriac, and Abyssinian languages, they 
are often indistinguishable from native formations. 
Hence the Arabic forms of ‘ Adam ’ and ‘ Eve,’ 
Adamu and ^aivwa’u, are easily interpreted as 
fuscns and nigra [Letters of Amtl- Ala, ed. D. S. 
Margoliouth, Oxford, 1898, p. 125). 

(e) Further, it may bo noted that in early Arabic 
the same names have a tendency to he used for 
both sexes, and masculine names are often found 
■with feminine terminations. This phenomenon is 
often easily explicable. If an abstract noun is 
feminine in form — e.g., maslamah, ‘ safety’ — ^when 
used as the proper name of a man, it is naturally not 
altered. The most common feminine termination 
is often used for intensification — e.g., hdrithah, 
feminine of hdriih, 'ploughman,’ probably mean- 
ing 'jploughman habitually’; in this case too it 
would not be altered when used as the proper name 
of a man ; e.g., one Bo^mmad is commonly called 
al-Rawiyah, ‘the Professional Narrator.’ But 
other cases are more difficult to explain — e.g., the 
employraentof Jamiloh (‘Pulchra ’)as the name of 
a male slave (Yaqut, v. 306), Umayyah (‘Ancil- 
lula’), the ancestor after whom the Umayyads are 
called. 

(/) The grammarians use the names Zaid and 
'Amr as conventional words for the illustration of 
grammatical rules, and the latter, written ndth a 
final 10 to distinguish it from 'Omar, is one of the 
commonest names which meet us in early records. 
Its import is not quite certain, and many other 
names are formed from the same consonants ; most 
probably it means ‘life.’ The name Muhammad, 
the sense of which appears to be ‘ Laudatissimus,’ 
was certainly in common use before the birth of 
its greatest bearer; but it was not particularly 
popular, so far as we can understand. 

4. Princmles of naming. — For the names of 
orthodox Muslims the basic traditions are collected 
by Bukhari (Cairo, 1312, iv. 49-51), Muslim (do. 
1290, ii. 167-170), Tirmidhi (do. 1292, ii. 136, 137), 
and Ibn Majah (do. 1313, ii. 211, 212), who in the 
main are in agreement. The names which God 
loves best are^Abd-AllSh and 'Abd ol-Bahm&n. 
That of which Ho most disapproves is Malik ol- 
amlak, t.e. ‘King of kings.^ The Prmihet ob- 
jected to the names Eafi, ‘Exalting,’ Barakah, 
‘ Blessing,’ Yasar, ‘ Wealth,’ Eabak, ‘Profit,’ and 
Aflah, ‘ Most Successful ’ ; according to some, they 
were objectionable only when given to slaves, and 
the objection was apparently u-ithdra-wn. Names 
which meant ugly thmgs should, according to the 
Prophet, be changed ; thus for 'Asiyah, ‘ Rebel,’ 
he substituted Jamilah, ‘Beautiful.’ But a name 
which implied the possession of a -virtue should also 
be altered ; hence for Barrah, ‘Beneficent,’ he sub- 
stituted Juwairiyah, ‘Handmaiden.’ The names 
of prophets may be taken (Muhammad called his 
son after Abraham) ; there is therefore no objec- 
tion to the use of the name Muhammad and its 
gmonyms; but the name of the son bom to the 
Rophet before conversion, Qasim, should appar- 
ently not be taken, or at any rate it should not be 


used for a hunyah. Farther, the name should be 
given on the seventh day. 

The practice corresponds fairly well -with the 
theory. The most popular of all names are cer- 
tainly those of the Promet. ‘ If you have a hundred 
sons, eall them all Muhammad,’ is a saying of the 
pious (Jfihi?, j^ayawdn, Cairo, 1906, iii. 8). But 
those specially recommended in the tradition also 
enjoy great popularity, and the names of prophets 
mentioned in the Qur’an are frequently employed, 
the most favoured being that of Abraham {Ibra- 
him). Farther, the names of the early heroes of 
Islam are in common use, though the practice of 
the sects is naturally influenced by their political 
theories ; the ShTah avoid the names of the first 
three Khalifahs, whereas in TJmayyad times the 
names of 'Ali and his sons were avoided ; if a man 
named his son !5asan, it was because parents were 
in the habit of cursing their children, and were 
un'willing to curse a name which they revered 
(Yaqut, v. 311). As with other nations, children 
are called after friends or others whom the parents 
wish to revere ; so 'Abd- Allah b. 'Omar (princeand 
theologian) called his son after one Waqid, though 
that name (‘ Burning ’) is ill-omened, and, o'wing to 
the popularity of a governor of Khorasan named 
Silm, more than 20,000 infants bom in the pro'vince 
were called by that name (Tabari, ii. 489). 

Of the rules given above the only one that is 
frequently -violated is that which forbids the 
httnyah Abu’l-Qasim. Goldziher has devoted a 
monograph to this matter (ZDMG li. 166-166). 
Either the tradition was emended by the omission 
of the prohibitive particle, or it was thought to 
apply only to the time of the Prophet, or the com- 
bination Abu’l-Qasim Muhammad was forbidden, 
but the ism or the Jcunyah might each be used 
separately. The last is said to have been the -view 
of the first person named Muhammad after the 
Prophet, one Muhammad b. Batib {Lafa’if al- 
Md&rif, Leyden, 1867, p. 9). Tfie names 'Abd- 
AJlfih and 'Abd al-Bahman, which are especially 
recommended in the tradition, are made to include 
names compounded of the word'Aftif and any of 
the ninety-nine names of the deity. These servo 
as substitutes for the old pol3rtheistic names. 

Certain other principles may be faintly traced in 
the ordinary nomenclature. Members of a family 
have a tendency to be called by names derivM 
from the same root ; so 5asan, Busain, Muhassan ; 
Khalid, Khallad, Makhlad, Mukhallad; andderivsi- 
tives from the root salima, ‘to be safe,’ which have 
at all times been popular. In early times we find 
such derivatives used as alternative names for the 
same person, the same individual being optionally 
called Salldm and Sulaim&n, or 'Abd-Allah and 
Ma'bad [Letters of Ahu'l-Ala, p. 85) ; and indeed 
the Prophet calls himself both Afimad and Mu- 
hammad, while in what is ostensibly contemporary 
verse he is also called MahmQd. 

5. Women’s names. — ^The choice of names in 
the case of women is, it would seem, more limited, 
and here Ffitimah, the Prophet’s daughter who 
survived him", has as many namesakes as her 
father. His other daughters and his udves have 
also many namesakes. Survivals from old times 
are Kholidah, the Biblical Khuldah (2 K 22'‘), 
Numa, the Biblical Naomi, and perhaps Laila, the 
Hebrew Lilith. In the family of 'Omar we find 
a daughter given the same name as a son, only 
with a feminine termination (B^afsah and B^f?)- 
It is not always possible to tell from the form of 
the name whether it is masculine or feminine ; 
thus B®.bib, which is masculine in form, is also 
used for females, and, as has been seen, the con- 
verse case is frequent. The number of female 
names recorded in our authorities is meagre when 
compared with that of the male names ; thus in 
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the lexicon of traditionalists by Ibn Bajar about 
a hundred pages out of tAvelve volumes are given 
to the women. The names of women, in Muslim 
opinion, are not to be mentioned, if they can be 
avoided. The poet Mutanabbi, in composing a 
dirge over a princess, gives her name as Fa’lah, 
i.e. the grammatical model according to which her 
name was formed. 

Certain names were used properly for slaves; 
this was the case ivith the name Jamilah (quoted 
above) and its synonyms ; the woman to whom 
the Prophet gave it complained of this, according 
to Baihald (Mdhdsin, ed. F. Schwally, Giessen, 
1902, p. 38). Names taken from gems appear to 
have been employed in this way ; the poet Yaqut, 
‘Ruby,* when he adopted a professional career, 
changed his name to 'Abd al-Rahman (Ibn Khalli- 
kfin, tr. de Slane, iv. 6). 

6. Meanings of names. — There is a natural ten- 
dency to attach importance to the meanings of 
names, and to suppose that they have some effect 
on the fortunes of their bearers. There is a story 
that the general who won the victory for the 
'Abbasids was commanded to change his name by 
his master, on the ground that, unless it were 
changed, the enterprise would not succeed (Ibn 
l^alTikan, ii. 100). Tabari, in a character sketch 
(ii. 1886), relates how a master would call one of 
his slaves or freedmen by a lucky name such as 
Fatk, ‘Victory,’ or Maimun, ‘Lucky.’ In an 
early work, the MuwaUa of Malik (t A.H. 179), 
the Prophet is represented as maintaining this 
theoiy. When there was a camel to be milked, he 
asked the name of each man who offered his 
services ; the first was declined because his name 
Avas Murrah (‘Bitter’); the second because his 
was Barb (‘War’); finally, one ivhose name was 
Ya'ish (‘He shall live’) was accepted. Similarly 
'Omar, finding that a man Avas called Jamrah b. 
Shihab (‘Coal Son of Flame’) and that his tribal 
and local names Avere all connected with fire, 
foretold that his house and family Avould be 
burned; and this actually occurred (Mmoatta, 
Cairo, 1280, iv. 205). 

7 . Name-giving and name-changing. — The name 
is probably given by consent of the parents, and 
there appears to be no rule on this subject ; Tabari 
(ii. 1466) records a case in Avhich the father,' being 
absent at the time of the birth, hit on a different 
name from that given by the mother, Avho called 
the child after her OAvn father ; the father, though 
Khalifah, acquiesced in the name mven by the 
mother. Names can be changed either by those 
who hold them or by some person whose authority 
they recognize : numerous cases are recorded in 
which the Prophet changed the names of his 
folloAvers, and occasionally Ave read of the sovereign 
doing this at a later period ; 'Omar, it is said, 
thought of compelling all Muslims to take the 
names of prophets. Slaves are apt to change their 
names on manumission, even AA'hen the original 
name was Arabic. Foreign names Avere changed 
into Arabic names in the time of the Umayyads, 
Avhen the non-Arab Muslims Avere thought to be 
an inferior caste; but, Avhen the Persian and 
Turkish dynasties commenced, this practice be- 
came less common. Converts to Islam, hoAvever, 
even in these days usually change their names, 
ordinarily selecting one Avhich belongs to an 
Islamic saint. 

8 . Honorific names.— The honorific title is found 
at the commencement of IsMm, beginning Avith the 
case of the Prophet himself, Avho was not to^ be 
addressed in the style of an ordinary man (Quran, 
xxiv. 63). On certain of his folloAvers he conferred 
honorary titles, calling Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (‘the 
Saint’ or ‘the Faithful Friend’), 'Omar al-Faruq 
(‘the Deliverer’), etc. Similar titles were be- 


stowed on other eminent Muslims of the first 
generation— e.y., al-Wasi on ‘All, meaning ‘the 
Trustee’ or ‘the Legatee,’ al-Tayyar, ‘the 
Winged ’ on his_ brother Ja'far, avIio was trans- 
formed into a bird of paradise; and even heroes 
of the OT are honoured with such titles, Moses 
being usually called al-Kalim, Abraham al-Khalfl. 
SomeAvhat OTeater regularity is found after the 
rise of the 'Abbasids, Avho took titles under which 
th^ reigned, al-Man§ur, ‘the Divinely-aided,’ 
al-Hadi, ‘the Guide,’ al-Rashid, ‘the Rightly- 
guided,’ etc. This practice Avas folloAved by other 
dynasties Avhich claimed the Khalifate, in Egypt, 
Spain, and S. Arabia. In the 4th cent, of Islam 
the Khalifahs began to bestow on semi-independent 
pi'inces titles of which the second element is al- 
Danlah, ‘the Empire’; the first occurrence of 
this appears to be in the case of al-Basan b. 
'Abdallah to. BamdSn, governor of Mausil, called 
Nasir al-Daulah (Ibn al-Athir, anno 317). The 
most famous holders of such names belonged to 
the Hamdanid, Ghaznawid, and Buwaihid families 
— e.g., Saif al-Daulah, ‘ SAVord of the Empire,’ 
Yamin al-Daulah, ‘Right Hand of the Empire,’ 
Baha al-Daulah, ‘Glory of the Empire.’ Titles 
compounded Avith the word al-Din, ‘ the Religion,’ 
begin to appear in the 4th cent., the first instance 
being apparently one where the Avord is an addi- 
tion to al-Daulah, the title Na§ir al-Din al- 
Daulah being bestowed in 388 on one Badr b, 
RusnaAvaihi; they are still rare in the 5th cent, 
and apparently bestoAved only on persons of the 
highest eminence in the State — e.g., Ni?am al-Din 
on Yamin al-Daulah, the conqueror of India in 
404, Dhakhirat al-Din (‘Store-house of the Ee- 
li^on’) on the heir-apparent in 440. In the 6th 
cent, such titles become exceedingly common, 
being bestoAved not only upon governo^rs of pro- 
Aunces like Salah al-Din (‘the Prosperity of the 
Religion,’ Saladin), but upon persons of literary or 
theological eminence— e.g., Shihab al-Din (‘Flame 
of the Religion’) on the polygraph Yaqht, Amin 
al-Din on the caligrapher of that name. After 
this time they were regularly bestoAA'ed on those 
Avho distinguished themselves in these _ lines, 
Avhence in the lists of theologians and judges 
Avhich the Egyptian chronicles of the Mamluk 
period contain such titles figure repeatedly. Titles 
compounded Avith other Avords are less common, 
but sometimes found ; so al-Mulk, ‘ the Kingdom,’ 
e.g., in Faldir al-MuIk, Ni?am al-Mulk, 4th and 
6th centuries. 

These titles were properly^ conferred by the 
Sultan, but their source is at times obscure ; they 
were never hereditary. In Persia similar titles 
are still conferred ; in Turkey their place has been 
taken by certain orders Avhieh bear a closer re- 
semblance to patents of nobility. 


liTERATCRE. — treatise on Njimes, Kwnyahs, Titht, and 
Hcknames was composed by Jati? of Basrah (t 255 ^n. ; 
noted in bis Baydn, Cairo, ISIS, i. 63), doubtless conteining 
inch curious information. A treatise on names called 
Vl-asdmi by Maidani (t 618), author of the dassmiU collecUon 
f proverbs, was highly praised (see Yaqut, Diol^ary oj 
.earned Men, ed. D. S. Margoliouth, London, ISIS, li. IDS), 
pecial treatises on the lagabs of the tribes were composed by 
Juhammad b. IJabib (t 246) ft6. vi. 476). Of works In the 
nnds of Arabic scholars that which bears most nearly on the 
abject is the IsUiqdq of Ibn Duraid (t A.n. S21), ei F. 
rastenfeld, Gottingen, 1854, which gives the etymology of the 
ames of the tribes and their most important representatives. 
If European works there may be mentioned the art. of I- Gpld- 
iher, in ZDMQ li. [1897] 1660.; .Robertson Smith, 
rfnfiM’p and Marriage in Early Arabia-., London, 1903, 
iarcixx de Tassy, iUmaire sur ies noms propres et let Utret 
PaS’s, 1878; A. C. Barbier de ,Meynard, ‘ Su^ 
oms efc fiobriquete dans la Ktt^ratnre arab€/*/A X. ix. tlvy/j 
7fr-244, 365^23, X. 11907} 65-118, ^3-273. 

Z). S. Makgoliodth* 

NAMES (Babylonian).—!. Sources.— Hundre^ 
f thousands of temple administrative^ docomenta 
nd private contracts which are filled Avith personal 


NAMES {Babylonian) 


141 


names, and also ■with names of countries, cities, 
rivers, canals, temples, streets, etc., have heen 
found in the ruin-huls of Babylonia and Assyria. 
Besides this source of material for the Babylonian 
onomatologist there have heen found a large 
number of tablets -which belonged to the school 
libraries of ancient Babylonia, and also to the 
library of Ashurbanipal found at Nineveh, -which 
contain lists of names of all kinds of stones, trees, 
animals, gods, stars, countries, persons, etc. New 
editions of texts will rapidly enlarge this material. 
When all the inscriptions of the various periods 
have been published, it -n^tU be possible to know 
the genealogy of families, e.g., of Abraham’s day 
better than that of many of the Christian centuries. 

2. Forms. — The characteristic Babylonian per- 
sonal name contains a sentence, which may be a 
statement of a fact in experience, a religious belief, 
a prayer, or a prophecy. As a rule, names are 
theophorie, although not a few substitutes are 
found, as, e.a., epithets, titles, temple-names, 
etc. It would seem that up to a comparatively 
late date new names were occasionally coined as 
an expression of sentiment, but the occurrence of 
the same names for many centuries and other 
reasons suggest the idea that in the late millen- 
niums the mtroduction of new names was rare. 

3. Writing of names. — In all periods consider- 
able attention was paid by the schools of scribes 
among the Babylonians to the study of personal 
names. The scribes wrote the names ideographi- 
caUy and phonetically, not as they were pro- 
nounced, but according to the elements of which 
they were composed. That is, it was the rule in 
all periods of Babylonian history for the scribes to 
know the meaning of the names, as is shown by 
the manner in which they -wTote them. The 
name '*Na-bi-um-ku-du-ur-ri-u-su-ur, e.g., could be 
written phonetically -with eleven characters, or 
^Nabhm-kudurri-u^ur, ideographically with four, 
but it was pronounced something like Nebuchad- 
rezzar, as has been preserved by the Hebrews. 
This enables scholars at the present time to analyze 
and understand the meaning of Babylonian names 
in a way that is not possible -with those of any 
other ancient people. Five name-books of five 
different periods have been published (see Litera- 
ture below). These, besides the texts that have 
been published since the appearance of the name- 
books in the respective periods, furnish a nomen- 
clature so extensive that it has no equal in ancient 
literature. 

4. Composite names -with deity as element. — 
The names of the patron deity or deities of a city 
conspicuously entered into the composition of the 
names of the people who resided in it. With the 
exception of tablets from one or two great cosmo- 
politan centres, like Babylon, it is generally 
possible to determine their provenance from a 
study of the personal names contained in them. 
Hall a dozen tablets, e.g., from Nippur of the 
Persian period contain more names compounded 
■with the names of the gods Ellil and Enmashtu 
than thousands of tablets from other sites. 

In the early gammurabi period two-element 
names predominate ; but, while this is also true in 
later periods, the number oflthose containing three 
elements is greater than in the early period. The 
different formations in all periods are numerous. 

(a) Two-elemtnt nom<».— Two-element theophorio names con- 
sist of a substantive plus deity, as Am6i-Marduk (‘Evil- 
Merodach ’), and the name of a deity foliowed by a verbal form, 
or vice versa. When the deity is the first element, the verbal 
form can be tbe participle, as in MuSSsib-BSI, ‘ One savinc is 
B61’ ; preterite, as in Ibni-Marduk, ‘Marduk has created’; im- 
perative, ns in Silim-B6i, ’Be merciful, O Bfil’ ; precative, as in 
Llpla()-Adnd, ‘May he reverence Adad’; and present, as in 
lltamar-Adad, ‘He will worship Adad.’ Besides forms in the 
third person, there exist such forms ns Taqil-Gula, ‘ Gula, thou 
hast presented,’ Lnitamar-Sin, ‘May I worship Sin,’ Atanab-ilu, 


‘I sigh, 0 God,' etc. These name-formations occur also in 
reversed order, i.e. -with the deity as the first element. 

(6) Three-element names. — In three-element names many 
formations are possible, with the deity in the first, second, or 
third position. The most common ore deity plus verb plus 
substantive, like ASur-blni-apal, ‘ Ashur is creating a son,’ and 
deity plus substantive plus verbal form, the latter being 
cither the imperative, like NabOm-kudurri-ugur (Nebuchad- 
rezzar), ‘O Nebo, protect the boundary,’ or the preterite, like 
Afiur-ai)u-iddin (Esarhaddon), ‘Ashur has given a brother.’ 

The third element mayibe a suffix, as in llu-i??ur-Su, ‘ God has 
protected him,’ Sin-iSma-anni, ‘Sin has beard me,’ etc. Again, 
two verbal forms may follow the deity, forming a relative 
sentence, as Nabfi-tabni-u$ur, ‘ O Nebo, protect what thou hast 
created,’ Sin-tultabSi-liSlr, ‘ Sin, direct what thou has brought 
into existence.’ A suffix may be attached to the divine ele- 
ment, as Ilu-5u-ibni, ‘His god has created,’ or a particle may 
precede the verb, like nu-ul-am5i, ‘ God, I did not forget.’ 

When the deity is the second element, the first may be a 
substantive, os in NQr-B6I-lCimur, ‘ May I see the light of BSl,’ 
Sepi-BSl-afbat, ‘1 seized the foot of B61,’ etc., or a preposition, 
as in Ana-ASur-taklak, ‘Upon Ashur I trust,’ Itti-Ea-iubluj;, 
‘ With Ea may I live,’ or the relative, os in Sa-BM-liSSi, ‘ -Whom 
may B61 support.’ 

Other three-element formations with the verb in the first 
position are Ujiur-amat-Ea, ‘ Protect the word of Ea,’ LOmur- 
dumqi-B61, ‘May I see the favour of B61,' Linfi()-libbi-il4ni, 
‘ May the heart of the gods be appeased,’ etc. The second element 
may be a vcrbal^suffix, as in TaqiS-Su-QuIa, ‘Oula, thou hast 
prcsented.,him,’ Suira-anni-Marduk, ‘ Guide me, O Marduk,’ 
LHir-ani-SamaS, ‘May Shamash direct me.’ Also the second 
clement may be a preposition, os in Atkal-ana-Marduk, ‘I 
relied upon Marduk,’ Uplq-ana-Marduk, ‘ I wait upon Marduk,’ 
etc. 

(c) Names of four or more elements. — Four-element names 
occur in a great variety of formations : B61-taddannu-bnlli^su, 
‘ B61 grant him to live whom thou hast given,’ Sin-alik-idi-ia, 
‘ Sin goes by my side,’ LfifSU-ana-nfir-Mardufc, ‘ May I go forth 
in the light of Marduk,’ Naba-alsi-ka-abluf;, ‘ Nebo, I cned unto, 
I live,’ Sin-mir-5orri-ufnr, ‘ 0 Sin, protect the son of the king,’ 
etc. Names of oven five and more elements occur, like ASur- 
otfi-illni-mukin-aplu, ‘ Ashur, the lord of heaven is establishing 
a son,’ A£ur-etil-iamt-u-ir^ti-bulli^su, ‘O Ashur, the lord of 
heaven and earth, give him life,' etc. 

(d) Feminine names . — ^Feminine names are not ns numerous 
as the masculine, though a large number have been foimd. As 
a rule tbe deity in fenunine names is feminine, and the verbal 
form Is also feminine. Only occasionally are’feminine deities 
found in masculine names, and even then the predicate is 
masculine. Tbe formations are similar to masculine names. A 
few mnylbe given : fTabni-IStar, ‘ Ishtar has given,’ tQula-q&’Sat, 
* Gula is presenting,’ flna-Ekur-b&’lat, ‘ In Ekur she rules,’ Ina- 
TJrukki-dininni, ‘ In Erech judge me,’ etc. 

(«) Names with element substituting deity . — As in W. Semitic 
names, the elements abu, ‘ father,’ ummu, ‘ mother,’ and aftu 
‘brother,’ are frequently found as substitutes for the name of 
a deity, or for the term ilu, ‘ god.’ In fact, there were many 
such epithets or equivalents used in all periods. Even temple- 
names are used in this manner. In some instances it is 
clear that they refer to the deity — e.g. Tukulti-apal-ESara, ‘ My 
help is the son of Eshara’ (i.e. the god Enmashtu), Nabd-ina- 
Esagila-ldmur, ’May I see Nebo in Esagila,’ Ina-Esagila-z6r- 
iddm, ’ [The deity, i.e. Marduk] in Esagila gave seed,” Ezida- 
iqffia, ‘ Ezida has presented,' etc. Not a few names have os an 
element the name of a city. Many of these are feminine : Hna- 
Akkadi-rabat, ' In Akkad she is CTeat [namely, the goddess],’ 
Hna Uruk-dininni, * In Erech Judge me,’ *Pa-an-Uruk-lQmur, 

‘ May I see the lace of Erech [i.e. the goddess of Erech],’ tlna- 
Nisin-r&mat, ‘ In Nisin she loves.’ 

5. Single-element names. — The number of per- 
sonal names composed of a single element is also 
large. These may be grouped as foUowa* 

(in Trade names : Atd, ‘ Overseer,’ Ba’iru, ‘ Hunter,' Biinfi, 

‘ Builder, ISparu, ‘Weaver,’ Nappa^u, ‘Smith,’ PatAru, 
•Potter,’ San^, ‘Priest,’ MalAhu, ‘Sailor,’ etc. 

(6) Qentilie narnes: Akkadi, ‘The Akkadian,’ AJurA, ‘One 
from Ashur,’ BorsippA, ‘ One from Borsippa.’ 

(c) Month names : UluIA, ‘ Belonging to Elul,’ AddarA, DuzA, 
etc. 

(d) Plant names : Allanu, ‘ Oak,’ KarAnatu, ‘ -Vine,’ Nanahu, 
‘Plant,’ Bubultu, ‘Ear of com,’ etc. 

(«) Apimal names : Nimrum, ‘ Panther,’ MdrAnu, ‘ little 
lion,’ Sellibu, ‘ Fox,’ Ealfimu, ‘ Sheep,’ NubtA, ‘Bee,’ §abitu, 
‘Gazelle,’ etc. 

(/) Other objects : Hnatum, ‘ Precious Stone,’ Kuppu, ‘ Spring,’ 
fln?abtum, ‘Ear-ring,’ etc. 

6 . Hypocoristic names. — Hypocoristic, or abbre- 
■viated, names abound in all periods. Names which 
were composed of from two to six elements were 
generally abbre-viated in everyday life. E.g., the 
name, Sin-ah§-eriba (Sennacherib), ‘Sin hath in- 
creased the brothers,’ might be found abbre-riated 
as Sinai, Ah6a, or Erib 9 .. Generally a hypocoristic 
ending was added to the element used like the 
ending my in ‘Sammy’ (Samuel). In Babylonia- 
most of these endings had apparently a similar 
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meaning, while others may hare had the force of a 
diminutive. The ending used were a, ia, aja, ea, 
u, anu, uni, atu, utu, aitu, i&tu, iautu, dnitu, etc, 

:^mple3 of these are: Ap-la-a, Iz-kur-ri-io, NabS-aJa, 
Bi-in-ni-i, Ah-e-a, NabO-u-a, Bal-ta-a-nu, A-tu-ni, Id-di-na-tum, 
Ib-nu-tum, Bu-un-na-ai-tum, <A-ta-ti-ia-tuni, A-bi-ia-n-ti, 
'Ku-du-ra-m-tum. 

In many instances only the abbreviated name 
was employed, as if the individual had no other, 
or fuller, name ; in others the full name as well as 
the abbreviated form is found in the literature. 
This ending is used also in connexion with one- 
element names, as Zumbfi, ‘Flee,’SulHppa, ‘Date,’ 
Puhhurfl,, etc. There is also a fiTulu formation 
represented by many names — e.a., Buzzuru, 
Dnllubu, etc. — which may be included in this class. 

7, Names showing atoibutes of deities. — From 
the names there is obtained not a little data for 


the description of the divine nature as regards 
infinity immutability, immensity, etc., as well as 
the attributes by which the activity of the deities 
is shown, as in creation, protection, justice, power, 
goodness, etc. For some of the ideas expressed 
practically every synonym in the language is 
employed. 

Examples _ are : BlJi-ifu, ‘ God exists,' Manum-balum-iliSu, 
‘Who can without his god [exist]?,’ llanum-kima-ili-ia, ‘Who ia 
like unto my god?,’ Bfil-dannu, ‘B61 ia mighty,' Sin-kalkma-idi, 
* Sin knew the_ people,’ SamaS-ii^ a, • Shamash ia wise,' Sin- 
karabi-iSme, ‘ Sin has heard the prayer,' Sin.mudammiq, ‘ Sin 
is favourable,’ NabO-sMim, 'Nebo is gracious,' Tar4m-Adad, 
* Adad, thou art merciful,' Ilu-ippaSram, 'God is appeased,’ Sln- 
nCr-il4ni, * Sin is the light of the gods,’ llu-bftni, ‘ God is creating,’ 
ASur-bani-apai, ‘ Ashui^ creates aeon,’ Sin-5um-imbi, ‘Sin has 
pronounced a name,’ SamaS-Sum-ukin, 'Shamash has estab- 
lished a name [child], ' Sin-a|)-u5ah5i, ' Sin has brought a brother 
into existence,’ Nabfl-nadin-napiStim, ‘ Nebo is giving light,’ 
Sin-roaiik, ‘Sin rules,’ Ifarduk-bSl-usati, ‘Marduk 43 the lord of 
help,’ Nabft-aiik-idi-ia, ‘Nahu goes by my side,’ 8ama5-rS’u-a, 
•Shamash is my shepherd,’ EUil.featin, ‘Eliil is protecting,' 
ASur-nasir-apal, 'Ashur is protecting a son,’ Nusku-kasir, 
‘Nuskuis keeping,’ B41-niu5a!Jim, ‘BSl is preserving,’ B41-4fir, 
•Bfil is saving,' Bei-Sum-ukin, ‘ B61 has established a name.’ 

In other theophoric names the individual ex- 
presses some personal relation to the deity, or the 
deity is petitioned. 

Sin-ludiul, ‘May I serve Sin,’ Pan-SamaJ-lOmur, ‘May I 
behold the face of Shamash,’ Ana-BSI-uplqu, ‘Upon B61 I 
wait,’ Lftmur-dumqi-B6I, ‘May 1 see the mercy of B61^] Ana- 
Sin- 6mid, ‘In Sin I rely,’ Pujur-Sin, ‘Release, 0 8in,’SamaS- 
]iblu(, ‘Shamash, may he live,' Sin-z4r-liSir, ‘ O Sin, direct the 
seed.’ 


Most of the gods are given credit for having 
created children, or having brought them into 
existence. All seem to have had the ability to 
protect, to direct, to preserve life, to grant pros- 
perity, etc. ; in short, it is impossible to differ- 
entiate and develop from the names the religious 
beliefs of the people with reference to this or that 
deity. This is, doubtless, due to the fact that the 
bulk of the literature from which the names are 
taken belongs to a comparatively late period, 
covering little more than the last twenty centuries 
of Babylonian history. And, when it is con- 
sidered that the names of many of the deities arose 
through the use of epithets, or from the form ia 
which they appeared in different centres, having 
been first written by a non-Semitic people, and 
that many of them go hack to an original solar or 
lunar deity, concerning which at present little is 
known, we realize how futile it is to attempt, 
except in a general way, to give the attributes 
which are peculiar to the different deities. More- 
over, these attributes are practically the same as 
those applied to other solar deities of the W. 
Semites. Notwithstanding this fact, the study of 
the Babylonian names is very important for the 
fight which they throw on many obscure Hebrew 


names. 

8. Foreign names. — Masses of foreign names 
are found in all periods, the study of which is so 
important for the correct understanding of the 
movements of people, due to persecution or cap- 
tivity, or to the fact that at the time the ruling 


dynasty was foreign. The tablets of the Hammn- 
I rahi era contain many W. Semitic nam^ of the 
Arabic, Aramaic, and Hebraic types. In the Gas- 
site period (2nd millennium B.o.) Hittite-Mitannian 
as well as Cassite names abound, and those of other 
peoples are also represented. Comparatively few 
yf. Semitic names, however, are found in this 
period. In the Assyrian period many of the 
latter are again in evidence ; bat especially in the 
Neo-Babylonian_and Persian periods many of the 
names familiar in the OT occur. Their presence 
in these periods is, of course, due to the Assyrian 
and Babylonian captivities. In the Persian period 
also the nomenclature contains many Iranian 
names, and even a number of Egyptian ; in the 
Greek period some Grecian names occur. 

The study of these foreign names in the cunei- 
form literature is important also for the fight 
which they throw upon the names themselves, 
owing to the fact that the exact pronunciation is 
often in question, since, as in the Semitic script, 
only the consonants are written. With the help 
of the writings of these foreign names in the 
cuneiform literature, where the vowels are always 
given, they can be vocalized, and often better 
understood. 

9. The divine name. — The forms in which the 
name Jahweh appears are of special interest. Un- 
fortunately the divine name has thus far been 
found only in personal names compounded with 
other elements. In the Assyrian inscriptions it 
is written Ja-n, as in Ja-u-ha-zi (Jehoahaz,'lwaX“Oi 
etc. The vowel 0 as well as « is represented by u 
in Assyrian; Ja-n here represents Vt;. In such 
instances the Hebrew letter n quiesces with the 
vowel ; in other cases it is represented by 
especially in the late Babylonian inscriptions— e.g., 
Ja-hn-n-na-ta-nu (Jonathan), Ja-a-hn-la-ki-im, and 
Ja-a-hu-lu-nu. The Massoretic vocalization, there- 
fore, of Hebrew names containing Jahweh as the 
first element can be said to be corroborated by the 
way in which the cuneiform and Greek have repro- 
duced them. 

The divine name as the second element appears 
in Assyrian texts in Ha-za-qi-J-a-u, 5a-za®-Ja- 
a-n, Ha-zi-qi-a-n (Hezekiah), Iz-ri-Ja-n, Az-ri-Ja- 
a-n, Az-ri-a-u (Azariah), Na-ad-bi-Ja-au, Na-tan- 
Ja-n (Nethaniah), etc. In Neo-Babylonian tablets 
the name appears ivritten Ja-a-ma, which was pro- 
nounced Jhwa. Nearly a score and a half of 
Hebrew names containing this element have been 
found that have their exact equivalent or parallel 
in the OT. To quote a few : A-bi-J a-a-ma (Abaiah), 
Abi-Ja-a-ma (Ahijah), Az-zi-Ja-a-ma (Assiah), 
Ba-li-Ja-a-ma (Bealiah), Ba-na-Ja-a-ma (Benaiah), 


ew. 

It is very probable that JAwa represents the 
exact pronunciation of the divine name. This 
follows when it is considered that Hebrew names 
compounded with Ja-a-ma occur more frequently 
in the Nippur tablets of the Persian period than 
Babylonian names compounded with their promi- 
nent deities. It is reasonable to infer that J^®*^ 
is an adopted writing for the name of the god of 
the Hebrews, and represents the full pronunciation 
of the name. The form preserved in Greek by 
Theodoret, namely, ’laBe, and that in Arabic m a 
letter to de Sacy, namely, Jahwa or Jahwe, confirm 
this. This coincides with the pronunciation which 
for years has been adopted for the divine name, 
namely, Jahweh. 

The Jews in Egypt, as is well known, wrote tue 
divine name w'. This was surely pronounced 
exactly as the Jews pronounced it in Palestme. 
To say, therefore, that they vocalized these letters 
w; (Jahh) seems unreasonable. The characters 
must have been vocalized iir. (Ja’wa), i.e. with a 
slight overhanging or final vowel, which may even 
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have been dropped. The same is true -when the 
divine name appears as the final element in Hebrew 
names. It is improbable that ifi’ was pronounced 
Jahfi, as the Massoretes have pointed it; more 
probably it was Ja’wa, or apocopated as Ja’w. 

Hebrew names compounded with are found in 
Babylonian tablets written with the plural sign 
after the character for ‘god.’ The Babylonian 
scribes apparently recognized the difference be- 
tween the pronunciation of the Hebrew hn and 
their ilu, and, knowing, doubtless, that the Hebrew 
word for ‘ god ’ in general use, namely, D’nbiK, was 
a plural, in order to distinguish it from their own 
word for ‘ god,’ wrote it ideographically in these 
names — ^I lu-MES, i.e. ilu with the plural sign. 

Liteiutdre. — E. Huber, Die Personennamen in den Keil- 
lelirlfturkunden aur der Zeit der KSnige von Ur und Niein, 
Iieipzig, 1007 ; H. Ranke, Earl]/ Babylonian Pertonal Names, 
Philadelphia, 1005 ; A. T. Clay, Personal Names from Cunei- 
form Inscriptions of the Cassite Period, do. 1012; K. L. 
Tallqvist, Assyrian Personal Names, Leipzig, 1914, Neubaby- 
lonisehes Namenbueh, Helsingfors, 1005; see also Ranke, 
Keilsehriftliehes Material zur altSyyptuehen Vokalisation, 
Berlin, 1910. A. T. CLAY. 

NAMES (Chinese). — Names occupy a very 
prominent position in Chinese national and social 

1. Names in ancient times. — The Chinese be- 
lieve that there is an order in the sequence of 
essentials, and that the men of old, who in the 
first place apprehended ‘ the great unseen principle 
of Good dominating and permeating the universe,’^ 
assigned names among these essentials. ‘ Wher- 
ever there is form, there is also its name.’* It was 
necessary to adopt nomenclature corresponding to 
capabilities ‘in order to serve the ruler, nourish 
the ruled, administer things generally and elevate 
self.’* 

The ancient Chinese laid great stress on the 
proper application of names, ‘If names be not 
correct, language ;is not in accordance with the 
truth of things,’ and this would lead to affairs not 
succeeding. ‘The name ivithout the reality is 
folly.’* A bad name (or reputation) ‘gets the 
credit of every vice,’ and is a danger.' 

2 . Family-names. — Family-names are of great 
importance, and persons bearing the same family- 
name are considered both in law and by custom to 
be related, intermarriage as a rule being forbidden, 
though there may be no kinship at the present day 
between the parties. The same family-name offers 
a ready passport to intimacy. They are knoAvn 
collectively as ‘The Hundred Family Names.’* 
These comparatively few family-names (there are 
more than 200 in common use and over 2000 
altogether) have sufiiced from a period anterior to 
the Christian era for the hundreds of millions of 
this ancient people, forming thus a marked contrast 
to the limitless number of our modem surnames in 
the West. 

One Chinese author (the compiler of The Book of 
the Hundred Family Names) has traced some of 
them back to their origin 3000 years ago, but the 
best account says that family-names came into 
existence only about 2000 years ago. The name 
Sing, Applied to them now, in those early days 
really meant the place of birth.* Under these 
circumstances it is not surprising that more than 
half of the family-names of the present day are 
derived from place-names. About a quarter are 
ancestral in origin, such as an ancient title or a 
1 L. Giles, Musings of a Chinese Mystic, London, 1906. 
a See H. A. Giles, Chuang Tzu, London, 1889, p. 162 ff. 
s Ib. p. 163 ; see also J. Legge, ‘ The Texts ol Taoism,’ BBS 
Txxix. [1891], JPt. i. p. 337. 

4 J. Legge, Chinese Classics, Hongkong, 1861, i. 66 , note. 

0 lb. p. 128. 

6 The word ’hundred’ is here used in the sense of a large 
number, ns, more Sinico, in the phrases ‘ The Hundred Officials,’ 
‘The Hundred Traders.’ 

7 See China Beview, xiii. [1884-85] 124. 


sobriquet. The rest are from many sources, as 
with European surnames. Those derived from 
animals are considered objectionable. Family, 
names cannot be changed ; only Buddhist priests 
and nuns drop their family ties and names. A 
woman on marriage takes her husband’s family- 
name, but adds her own to his in her signature, 
and is described by the two in legal documents. 

3 . Individual names. — i. Boys’ and men’s 
NAMES. — ( o) The ‘milk-name.’ — In the matter of 
individual or personal names there is a marked 
contrast, for a large variety of them are in use, 
the memorable events in life being marked by a 
new name. 

The child is given a ‘ milk-name ’ when a month 
old by his father or grandfather, a feast being held 
at the time. This name is used by parents, rela- 
tives, masters, or privileged persons, and it is a 
great liberty and intolerame familiarity for others 
to use it. Among the poorer classes, however, 
this simple name may be the only one. At times 
this name indicates the numerical position of the 
individual bearing it in the family, as Sextus, etc., 
or sometimes, with an aged father, the father’s age 
at the time of the child’s birth, as ‘ Seventy-two,’ 
or it may denote the age of the grandmother or 
possibly great - grandmother, as ‘ Eighty - four.’ 
Among ‘milk-names’ are to be found such as 
‘ Peace,’ ‘ Brightness,’ ‘ Enter Wcnlth,’ and ‘Spring 
Forest.’ Should parents fear the loss of a child 
by death, a depreciate^ name will be given, such 
as ‘ Dust-pan,’ ‘ That Dog,’ ‘ The Stupid,’ ‘ Flea.’ 
This is done with the belief that the evil spirits 
who might have taken the child will be thus 
deceived into thinking it of no account. 

(6) The ‘ book-name. — On going to school the 
boy receives from the father or the teacher a 
more elaborate and carefully selected ‘book-name.’ 
This is the name used in arranging marriages and 
in ofiBcial registration. Examples are ‘Worthy 
Prince,’ ‘ Spring Dragon,’ ‘ Literary Rank,’ ‘ Celes- 
tial Emolument.’ The ‘ book-name ’ is often pre- 
ferred, and in that case the ‘milk-name’ is not 
used, though the contrary also happens. The 
greatest care is taken to record the names and 
genealogies of those entering on a literary career 
(which forms the high road to government employ- 
ment), to prevent inconvenience in future. 

(c) Distinguishing appellations. — Every gentle- 
man of any scholarship or position has in addition 
one or more ‘ distinguishing appellations ’ used in 
social circles and by intimates^.gr., ‘ Scholarship 
Complete.’ 

(d) Noms de plume. — K. nom-de-plume is also 
common and of ten very fantastic — e.g., ‘The Weak 
Man of the River.’ 

(e) The marriage-name. — The marriage-name is 
taken at marriage or on coming of age at 16. It 
is given by the father, if alive ; if he is dead, by 
an uncle or elder brother. 

(/) The official appellation. — ^This is assumed on 
entering office or a public examination, and is 
used on visiting cards and by relatives. That of 
the viceroy Li Hung-Chang might be rendered in 
English as ‘ Literaiy Polish.’ This name can be 
changed before obtaining rank, but not aftenvards, 
unless a superior has the same. 

(g) The t ong name.— The fong, or ‘ ancestral,’ 
name is largely employed in business matters, 
shares or partnerships being often held under it. 
It may embrace a whole family of brothers, or 
each may have a different one. It always ends 
with the word tong. 

(h) Nicknames. — Nicknames are also largely 
used, based on some personal defect or charac- 
teristic. 

(t) Posthumous names. — A posthumous name is 
awarded the deceased. 
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ij) Emperors' names. — ^The emperors in China 
have not ascended their thrones under a personal 
name, but an auspicious combination of two 
characters forms the ‘ empire designation ’ or 
‘ year title ’ of the reign. If anything inauspicious 
or unusual happened, these were changed {untU 
recent times) for others. ‘ Compliant Rule,’ 
‘Reason’s Erilliance,’ ‘The Decree of Heaven’ 
are examples of emperors’ ‘year names.’ 

ii. Girls’ and women’s names.— Girls and 
women do not have such a variety of names as 
boys and men. They have a ‘milk-name’ and 
may have another one or two. Sometimes the 
‘ milk-name ’ is changed on marriage if it clashes 
with one in the family which the girl is entering. 
As a general rule, girls have not received schooling 
or a literary education,^ though there have been 
notable exceptions ; nor has it been customary for 
a woman to hold office of any kind. Consequently 
‘ book-names ’ and ‘ official names ’ have been 
practically unknown. Flowers predominate in 
the names of girls, and beautiful objects in nature 
are often selected for them. The desire of the 
parents for male offspring also appears in their 
names. Examples are ‘Narcissus,^ ‘Jadestone,’ 
‘Proud Phoenix,’ ‘Love of the Moon,’ ‘Virtuous 
and Rare,’ ‘ Fear,’ ‘ Slave-girl,’ ‘ Lead on a Younger 
Brother.’ 

4. Partial unity in the names in a family. — It 
often happens that all the eons in a family will 
have in one of their respective names the same 
character as a part of their designations. Thus 
three brothers known to the ivriter bore the names 
Cheeoo Chee-yong, Cheeoo Chee-Tsoong, and 
Cheeoo Chee-yung. This seems somewhat akin 
to the Jewish example of Ahijah and Ahimelech, 
but among the Chinese the father would not, like 
Ahitub, have the same portion of his name the 
same as his sons. With the Chinese there is a 
regular system employed for this. It often con- 
sists in. the characters being taken from a book 
which lends itself well to the purpose, and, as each 
generation succeeds another, the next character is 
selected and appears as a component part in each 
of the names of the brothers of that generation. 

5. Absence of religious names.— Jt is curious, 
considering the religious character of the Chinese, 
that the names of their deities are not employed 
in their personal names, as in India. The title 
‘Supreme Ruler’ is doubtless considered too ex- 
alted to be dragged down to such common use, 
though oocasionEdly ‘ heaven ’ (‘heavenly ’ or ‘celes- 
tial ’) does occur in some combination serving as 
a name— e.g., ‘ Heaven’s Increase,’ ‘ Heavenly In- 
telligence,’ ‘Heavenly Hlumination.’ Possibly 
the same feeling in a lesser degree militates 
against the employment of the names of the demi- 
gods and canonized heroes, but it must be remem- 
bered that it is not a Chinese custom to name 
children after others ; in fact, the contrary is the 
case. 

Some religious influence is noticeable, as, e.a., in 
the name ‘ Happy Birth,’ derived from Buddhism. 
Taoism is responsible for another, if not more, viz. 

‘ The Second God of Literature.’ 

6. The meanings of names.— Unlike European 
names, the significance of which is hidden from 
the mass of those who use them, and which require 
the labours of antiquarians and philologiste to 
elucidate their origin and meaning, the _ Chinese 
names, whether they are those of individuals, 
places, cities, or villages, carry patent on their 
surface their import, and thus often show the 
reason for their selection. 

7. Names of relationship, — The Chinese lan- 
guage is very rich in its nomenclature of relatives, 
and notes the differences between elder and younger 

1 This is now being altered in CJhina. 


paternal and maternal uncles and aunts, elder and 
younger brothers and sisters, and cousins, giving 
distinctive names to them which show the exact 
relationships. 

8. Shop-names. — It is the general custom to 
employ a combination of two or three Chinese 
characters for the name of a business, a firm, or a 
shop, the oivners’ or partners’ names not appearing, 
except in the partnership book, and then very prob- 
ably under the t'ong name. Auspicious designa- 
tions are selected for this purpose, such as 
‘ Expansive Profit,’ ‘The Three Unions,’ etc. 

9. Names of vessels. — Auspicious characters 
are also selected for the names of vessels. The 
large sea-going junks of former days, which went 
to the Straits and Eastern Archipelago and 
voyaged up and down the China Sea, bore names 
often composed of three characters in which the 
word ‘ gold ’ generally appeared. 

10. Names of the gods. — The being who appears 
to be a conception of God in ancient China, and 
who was worshipped by the emperor, is Icnown by 
the name of the Supreme Ruler. The Buddhas of 
Buddhism bear the names or titles known in India, 
translated or transliterated into Chinese. The 
gods and demi-gods of the Taoists, when not bor- 
rowed from Buddhism, are mostly deified human 
beings, and are generally known by some name or 
title which shows forth their power or the work 
which they perform in the hierarchy of celestial 
beings. 

11. Village-names. — The famfiy-names are often 
used, showing, in many cases, that the village has 
been founded by one of that family. There are 
not a few cases in which all the inhabitants belong 
to the same family or clan, while in other cases 
not one of the name remains. Two family-names 
are sometimes joined together in the village-name. 
As far as the writer’s experience goes, these 
village-names in the south of China are permanent, 
but in the north they appear liable to change.^ A 
temple will give a village a name, singly or in 
combination with a family-name or some incident 
connected with, or characteristic of, the village 
itself, its surroundings, or its inhabitants, any 
peculiarities being seized upon for the purpose, as 
‘Red Temple Viilsge.’ The ivriter in a journey 
passed two villages, the one ‘ Mud Village ’ (pos- 
sibly deriving its name from the fact that sun- 
dried mud 'was largely used for building) and the 
other ‘Brick Village’ (where probably proper 
bricks were used). 

12. City-names. — There are_ three classes of 
cities in China, and the names given to them show 
of what district (or counW), prefecture, or_ province 
the city is the capital. Besides these politico-geo- 
graphical names the city may also have another 
name in common use, and very likely others as 
well, derived from some legend or historical event 
in its past; e.g., ‘The Expansive Western Pro- 
vincial City ’ is also known as ‘ The City of Cassia, 
Groves.’ 

13. Names of flowers. — In names of flowers the 

Chinese appear to have been influenced in much 
the same way as the West, except that names 
derived from foreign languages are not so common.® 
The influence of religious ideas appears to a small 
extent. One species of chrysanthemum is named 
‘Buddha’s Seat’ ; a species of the citron is called 
‘Buddha’s Hand’; the narcissus is ‘The Water 
Genie’; the word ‘heaven’ (‘heavenly’ or ‘celes- 
tial ’) occurs in several. . 

14. Names of periods of time. — Each year dnrmg 
a period of sixty years has a name. Two sets of 

1 See A H. Smith, rUlage Life in China, Ediabitrfh and 

London, 1S99, ch. iii. . , 

2 For the names given to the divisions and famiiies ql tne 
vegetable kingdom se© tfyev HaH, 27itTt^s Chitiese^t p. 125. 
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characters,- one ten in number and the other 
twelve, each contribute one character in certain 
rotations to form these names. , There is, unfortu- 
nately,' no serial naming or numbering of these 
sexagenary cycles as they revolve through the 
ages. These combinations also serve as names of 
seconds, minutes, hours, days, and months, signs 
of the zodiac, points . of . the compass, etc. The 
four cardinal points of the compass — in fact, the 
eight principal points — have common names having 
the . same meaning as in the West. , Names are 
also given to terms of fifteen days each throughout 
the course of the year, appropriate to the season, 
such as ‘ Little Heat,’ ‘Bain Water,’ etc. 

- 15. Names of stars. — There were two principal j 
periods of star-naming among the Chinese — that of 
primitive China (2300 B.O.) and that of the Chow 
dynasty (1120 B.C.-A.D. 220). The first naming 
was agricultural and domestic, in character ana 
then feudal.^ The grouping of the constellations 
and the names of them and of the stars differ from 
those in use in the West. One of the best known 
to the common people is that . of the ‘ Northern 
Measure or Peck,’ the residence of the fates, which 
is Charles’s Wain. The Milky Way is the ‘Silver 
Stream ’ of heaven. 

16. Technical and scientific terminology.— ;Tho 
terminology of technical and scientific subjects 
has been largely added to by the study of European 
science, art, and education. Many of these names 
have been adopted from Japan, the precursor of 
China in recent times in modem knowledge. The 
Chinese characters are largely used in Japan, so 
that the Chinese have found the now names which 
they require in many cases ready for their use. 
This enriching of the language began, however, 
before this by the instruction of the people in China 
itself in moaem knowledge, and is still going on. 
Where new names to represent hitherto unknown 
(to the Chinese) matters, things, or processes were 
required, a translation was made, the new name 
being descriptive of the object to be named, or the 
sounds of the name in the European languages 
were transferred to the Chinese language. 

The first Nestorian missionaries in China wisely 
adopted many Buddhist terms or names, and their 
Eoraan Catholic and Protestant successors followed 
their lead. The names thus taken over into Christ- 
ianity have proved of much use in the religious in- 
straction of the' Chinese.® 

17. A good name. — ^The term ‘a good name’ is 
largely used in China and connotes the same idea 
as in Europe. The Chinese would agree with lago 
in its being ‘ the immediate jewel of their souls.’ 
As an instance of its use the following saying may 
be quoted, ‘ He who does good hands doivn a fair 
name for a hundred generations.’ ® 

Literatcre.— O n OhinesB Burnames, H. A. Giles, Sittorio 
China, and other fetches, London, 1882, p, 863 ff. On Chinese 
names. The Chinese Repository, Canton, 1631-60, 1. 494, iv. 168, 
*74, lx. 390, xii. 608 ; S. Wells WilHams, The Middle Kingdom, 
new cd.. New, York, 1883, passim; J. Dyer Ball, Things 
Chinese^, London, 1903, passim. The Chinese at Som^, do. 1912, 
p. 75 4. For names amonp the ancient Chinese, J, LeEge,'TOe 
il El {SBE xxvii. [1886], xxviii. [1886]), passim; A. .Forfce, 
lam Eeng, London, 1007-12, pt.- i. pp. 618, 468. 

J, Dyer Ball. 

NAMES (Christian). — Names applied to Christ- 
ians by themselves or by others (nicknames) have 
been already noticed (of. vol. iii. pp. 673-576). 
The -present article' is intended to sketch any 
specif features in the personal names assumed by 
Christian individuals during the history of the 
Church. Such features are on the whole curious 
rather than numerous or even significant. 

I. Christian indifference to names. — At the out- 

1 See art. in CAtna'Uemetn, xvl. (1887-88] 267ff. 

2 See J. Edkins, Chinese Buddhismt London, 1880, ch. xxil. 

• 8 Stewart Lockhart, A. Manual of Chinese (^uotaiionSt 
Hongkong, 1893, p. 397. 
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set Christians saw no reason to differ from the 
other members of their world -in nomenclature 
any more than in dress or in language. 

‘ Ohristians are not differentiated from the rest of mankind 
either in locality or in language or in customs. . . . They dwelt 
in cities ot Greeks and ot non-Greeks as their respective lot is 
cast, following the native customs in dress and food and the 
rest of life ’ (£p. ad Diognetum, 6). 

^d what •\yas true of the 2nd cent, has been true, 
in the main,' of the succeeding centuries. Christ- 
ians have generally taken current names. In no 
age of the Church could the mere name be taken 
invariably as a clue to the religion of its bearer. 
During tne epoch of persecution this was intellig- 
ible, for any association of a personal name -with 
the new faith would have instantly exposed the 
bearer of it to arrest. Christians were content as 
a rule with the generic name of ‘ Christian.’ That 
was the badge of their fellowship and the red 
ensign of their confession before tribunals. But, 
even when the 4th cent, saw the end of persecu- 
tion by the Eoman empire, Christians continued 
usually to call themselves, as their pagan fellow- 
citizens did,' after colours (Albanus, Ater, Candi- 
das, Eufus, etc.), jewels (Margarita, Smaragdus, 
etc.), numbers (Tertius, Quartus, Septimus, etc.), 
rivers (e.g., Euphrates, Nilus, Orontius, Eodane), 
and months (Aprilis, Dins, Januarius, Junia, 
Octobris, etc;), from agriculture [e.g., Pructuosus, 
Silvia, Tilia, Vindemialis), or from geography 
(Afra, Anatolius, Libya, Thalassius, Tiburtius, 
etc.), from a -wish for good luck [e.g., Eutyohes, 
Fnustus, Felix, Secundus), and so forth. Names 
like Stercorius and Stercoria and the numerous 
animal-names [e.g., Aper, Asinia, Columbanus, 
Leopardus, Lupus, Turtura, Ulfila8='Wulfila) are 
attributed by Martigny to the strong sense of 
humility which pervaded some early Christians; 
but the literal significance of such names was not 
felt in eve^ case, and not all of them [e.g., Aquila, 
Leo, and Ursula) connote humility.® Some names 
were naturally more attractive to Christians than 
others, but there was no serious idea of calling any 
of them common or unclean, and very little con- 
scious emphasis on their etymology. 

Perhaps the most striking proof of the indiffer- 
ence felt by Christians to names is the freedom 
with which they continued not only to bear but to 
confer names associated with the very mythology 
and idolatry against which they were arrayed. 
Sometimes these names are current modifications 
of an idoks or a pagan deity’s name (like Hera- 
deides, Jovianus, Phtebe, Olympius, or Posidonius), 
but in some cases the actual name is home.' 
Origen’s life furnishes a significant proof that in 
the last quarter of the 2nd cent, there were 
Christian parents who evidently entertained no 
scruple about giving their children names which 
recalled pagan deities. Leonides called his boy 
Origen (‘bom of Homs’), and Leonides was far 
from being a worldly Christian. Ares, Bacchus, 
Ceres, Hermes, Merouria, and Nereus appear 
among the names of Eastern martyrs, Eros is an 
episcopal name, St. Ambrose of Milan had a 
brother called Satyras, three bishops in Chryso- 
1 stem’s age were named Ammon [i.e. after Jupiter 
I Ammon, not after the OT Ammon), a Eoman 
I martyr ’ is called Lucina, and an Alexandrian 
martyr bore the name of Aphrodisius. The in- 
stances of this practice are so numerous and cover 
so many centuries — ^they occur down to the 6th 
cent. — mat we are justifaed in regarding it for the 

1 Thus in the 4th cent, we find a certain Christopher (Xpijtrro- 
^6pos), who had a Christian eon, and yet the boy is called 
Paphnutius (Beidelberger Papyrus-Sammlung, i. [1906] 6); 
Probably the father was a Christian, but he did not choose 
a distinctively Christian name for his child, although the name 
may have been given in honour of the great Egy-ptian ascetic. 

9 Hrabanus, the great monastic scholar of the 9th cent., was 
colled after the raven [hraban). 
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most paxt as normal; The paradox is apparent to 
modern students, hut it does not seem to have 
been visible to contemporaries as a rule. Thus, 
Apollonius, -who was martyred in the reign of 
Commodus, is invited by the prefect to ‘ sacrifice 
to Apollo, and to the other gods, and to the 
Emperor’s image,’ the probability being, as F. C. 
Conybeare {Monuments of Early Christianity:, 
London, 1896, p. _38) points out, that the scenja 
was actually iv ry ' A.To\\uivitfi, since Apollo is the 
first and only god mentioned by name. Here, 
then, we have a Christian martyred for declining 
to sacrifice in honour of the very god whose name 
underlay his, own 1 But the incongruity was not 
felt, or, if it was felt, it was not remedied. When 
we discover that late in the 3rd cent, a Christian 
meshy ter is called Apollon (’Ak-AAwj' [New Classical 
Fragrnents, and other Greek and Latin Papyri, 
ed. B. F. Grenfell and A. S. Hunt, London, 1897, 
no. 73]), and another Psenosiris, we do not require 
to set this do^vn ■ as a peculiarity of : Egyptian 
Christianity ; it was not confined to Egypt, and it 
survived as it had preceded that particular period., 
, 2 . Rise of a distinctive nomenclature., — But 
there are occasional indications of a break away 
from this habit of bearing names associated with 
mytholomcal culture and the pagan eultus, and 
these indications are all the more interesting be- 
cause they mark the first of the, two paths along 
which the early Christians struck , out a more dis- 
tinctive nomenclature of their, own, viz. (a) by 
adopting OT names, and (b) by appropriating the 
names of apostolic saints. , , , . , 

(a) From the scanty amount of extant evidence 
it would appear that some of the early Christians 
<iid feel uneasy under semi-idolatrous ^ names, and 
that they occasionally sought refuge from their 
embarrassment by exchanging them for OT de- 
signations. An early instance of this practice is 
mentioned by Eusebius (de Mart, Palcest. xi. 8), 
in his account of the five Egyptian Christians who 
were arrested at Cmsarea in A.D. 310 and eventu- 
ally put to death. 

the Judge asked their spokesman what his name was, 

‘ he heard the name of a prophet instead of his proper name. 
And so with them all. They had altered their names, to re- 
place the names given to them hy their parents, for the purpose 
of avoiding idolatrous associations. You would hear them 
calling themselves Elijah, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Samuel, or Daniel.’ 
Li this way, Eusebius adds approvingly, tliey 
showed that they were true Jetvs of the kind 
praised by St, Paul (Ro 2°®), God’s genuine Israel ; 
their names as well as their deeds proved it. :But 
it is plain, even from the tone of Eusebius, that 
this was not a line followed by the majority of 
Christians.- The 6th cent. Proc^ius of Gaza, it. is 
true, commenting on Is 44^'® {FG Ixxxvii. ^01), 
reports that during the fierce persecutions many 
Christians of pagan- birth took Jewish names from 
the OT, like Jacob, Israel, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and 
Daniel, and with these sacred badges gladly went 
to .martyrdom {/ieff’ Sip dpoiidrup Sirl ri fuapripia 
irpodSiim iavTois iireSCSoffap), Yet these are local 
and sporadic expressions of pious austerity. The 
records of the martyrdoms amply corroborate the 
impression that even the majority of the martyrs, 
who were the fighting line of the Church, died as 
they had lived, under names which were often 
redolent of pagan associations.- 
Furthermore, the adoption of OT names as more 
, 1 Athanasius (c. a.d. 332) notices that one of his five MeleKan 
antagonists at court was called Geloeus (t.e. wXotov, ‘ridiculous’) 
Eierakammon; ‘qui nominia sui pudens Eulogium se appel- 
landum curavit’ (A’csf. Epp. iv. 6). ■ _ 

2 Sometimes a martjT would refuse to give his or her name 
(e.p., Sanotus at Lyons [Eus. SE v. 1. 20], who would only 
repeat, ‘ I am a Christian *), either from^ an ecstatic indifference 
to the secular personality or to avoid identiBcation (as in the 
case of Sabina [Acta Pionii, ix.], who, on the suggestion of 
Konius, called herself Tbeodota, ‘ne in manns dommae impiae 
posset Incidere 


congenial^ to out-and-ont Christians went forward 
! more rapidly in some circles of the East than in 
the West. Possibly it is dne to accident that 
i most of the extant data point to Egypt, but the 
' general difference of nomenclature between the 
Eastern • (especially the ' Palestinian) and the 
Western Churches may be seen, e.y., in the early 
lists of bishops. The Jerusalem lists record a 
large proportion of OT or Jeivish names ; i Tobias; 
Benjamin, Moses, Ephraim, Joseph, Levi, Elias, 
Hermon, Isaac, and Amos are more characteristic 
than Seneca or Narcissus. The Roman lists, bn 
the other hand, • do not contain any OT names. 
Even the names of - the bishops- of Antioch and 
Alexandria show no distinct Biblicizing.tendency ; 
the mere fact that the Antioch list contains names 
like Heron,' Eros, Serapion, and Asclepiades proves 
that the archaic tendency of the Jerusalem nomen- 
clature was not distinctively Eastern, although it 
maybe felt to some extent in the adjoining Church 
of Syria. Recourse to- OT names may be said, 
therefore, to have been Eastern rather than 
Western, and it was not by .any means predomi- 
nant even in the Eastern Church. 

(fi) The choice of apostolic saints’ -names began 
earlier, and began not as a protest but spontane- 
ously. .‘Hero-worship rather than a reaction against 
paganism was its spring. By the beginning of the 
3rd cent., in some circles (Egyptian ?) at any rate, 
Christians were fond of mamng their children 
namesakes -of Paul or Peter. This is plain from 
the remarks of Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria, as 
quoted by Eusebius (SE vii. 25. 14). 

. He is attempting to prove that the John of _Bev 228 need 
not be the apostle John, and he observes that in his opinion 
many during , the apostolic age took the same name as the 
apostle John but of admiration for him, ‘ Just as Paul and Peter 
are frequently given as names to the childrenyf believers ‘ (umrp 
•cat 6 IlavAo? jroXtf teat 6tj teal o Hfrpo? ev Totv 7toy ffurTwV rratviv 
ovojiaftTai). _ , . 

But , this inference is purely conjectural ; there is 
no support for the opinion that people at that 
early period called themselves after John or any 
other apostle. The name was not uncommon, and 
its multiplication was not due to hero-worship. 
On the otlier hand, the fact from which .Dionysius 
draws this inference is indisputable ; . his incidental 
allusion to contemporary usage proves that the 
prestige of the apostles had already begun to 
induce some Christian parents to call, their boys 
after Paul and Peter. Paul is more common than 
peter, and the names of other apostles occur only 
seldom. But it always remains doubtful whether 
the occurrence of a name like 'Paul means that it 
had been chosen out of special regard for the 


ipostle. , -j 

It is more difficult to determine how soon and 
low far Christians assumed the names of men and 
vomen who had lived outside or after the apostolic 
lircle. ,We can readily understand that the hero- 
vorship of a pious contemporary which led to the 
idoption of his name would be natural, whether 
he new name replaced the old or was merely added 
o.it. But the evidence, such as it is, needs to be 

lifted. ... 1 ... ™. . 

E.ff., Jerome ex-plains Cyprian’s middle name mascius 
kecilius Oi-prianus) by suggesting that it was adopted from 
he presbyter -who had been the means of his convei^on (ne 
Hr. lUustr. 67 : ‘ Oyprianus . . . suadente preshytero Offioluo, 
quo et cogTiofflcntura sortitus est, Ohristjanus factus ). w* 
lerehtiy there ie nothinff improbable in this. It was legali av 
ny rate. The likelihood is, however, that it is one of ^rome 8 
iographiciU errors, g for the presbyter^s name, according to 


L Abraham came into vo^e throughout the Eastern Chur<A 
7 the 4th century. Abel .seems Christian in the oth c^t. 
tter preserved in Oxyrhynckus Papyn, x. 800 ; 
valet. But many of these OT names were due to Jcwisn 
fiuence : converts from Judaism already bore them. . ' 

2 Another mistake of the same kind occurs in B, ere ne 
»rivcs * Saul ’ CAc IS®) from the proconsul Sergius Paui^ ( an 
quod earn Christi fidei subegerat, sortigis nomen^X 
>ftni * wa« an olternatire birth*name for Saul, not a OhristiaD 
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Pontius (Vita Cypriani, 4), was CiBollianns, not Oiociliua. 
StUl, Jerome would not have made this suggestion, if the 
practice had not been credible in his own day. 

We may assume, therefore, that by the 4th 
cent. Christians sometimes adopted the name of a 
spiritual hero who had helped them. A century 
earlier we have the partial parallel of Eusebius 
in Cmsarea calling himself “ Eusebius Pamphili ’ 
out of admiration for Pamphilus his friend.^ But- 
all doubt is removed by the contemporary e-vidence 
of Chrysostom (in Gen. horn. xxi. [Pff liii, 179]). 
In commenting on 6n 4“, he contrasts the hap- 
hazard way in which parents name their children 
nowadays (KaBdirep ol yOy &Tr\Gs atoJ iIij trvxe rht 
■trpoairyoplas irowvvTai] with the pious care of the 
ancients, who made the child’s name an incentive 
to moral excellence. 

Nowadays they say, • lot the child bo called by the name of 
his grandfather or great-grandfather ; not so the men of old, 
who took the greatest pains to give their children such names 
as not only incited the bearers to moral excellence but proved 
Instructive (itSoo-icaXi'a ^iXo<Toi)>i'ar oirooTit) in all ways to every- 
one else and to all succeeding generations.’ 

He exhorts Christian parents to name their child- 
ren not after honoured and distinguished ances- 
tors, but after saintly Christians conspicuous for 
goodness (rwy Lylav ivSpQv r(ov iperp SiaXap^ivTCiv), 
although neither parents nor children must rely on 
the mere name ; the name without the correspon- 
ding character is . of no avail (ouSi yip_ ivlvi^al ri 
Tpoarjyopla iptrrjs (prjpoi oZtra). The saintly men 
whose names are recommended may have included 
OT no less than NT figures; they certainly did 
not exclude pious contemporaries, for some of the 
Antiochene Christians called their, boys after 
Meletius the bishop (Chrysostom, in PG 1. 616), 
feeling that even to have his honoured and holy 
name within their homes was a blessing and a 
source of strength.® 

Here the 4th cent, is echoed in the 17th, This 
word of Chiysostom is precisely the argiment 
and appeal of an English Puritan like William 
Jenkyn. 

He bade his oongregotion remember how good It was ‘to 
impose such names as expresse our baptismal promise. A good 
name is as a thread tyed about the finger, to make us mindful 
of the errand we came into the world to do for our Master ' 
(Exposition of Jude, London, 1652, p. 7). 

Only, as we shall see, the Puritan’s models were 
strictly Scriptural ; he would have indignantly 
repelled the desire to call Christian children after 
any saint later than the NT at any rate, and he 
would have denounced the superstitious belief, 
which Theodoret of Cyrrhus in Chrysostom’s age j 
expressly mentions, that such saintly names , put 
their bearers under the mgis of patron-saints : 

In a eulogy of the martyrs Theodoret declares that 'philo- 
sophers and orators are consigned to oblivion, and most people j 
nowadays are ignorant of tho names of kings and generals; 
but all know the names of the martyrs better than those of their 
dear ones (rav twv yaprvptDV Trpoapyoptas paWov loaoiv airavret 
rj ra Ttov ovtSaara). In fact they are keen to confer 

martyrs' names on their children, thus securing protection and 
guardian care for them’ (de Ormarum Ajfeetionum Cura- 
tionibus, sermo viii.). ' ■ 

, 1 As Petrus, in the 11th cent., called himself Damiani, out of 
gratitude to his brother, Damianus. 

2 The Italian Dominican, Campanella (1668-1639), makes the 
same criticism upon his contemporaries. In his City of the Sun I 
(tr. in H. Morley’s Ideal Commonwealths, London, 1889, p. 
235) he notes that the inhabitants take a better way : ‘ names 
are given to them by Metaphysicians, and that not by chance 
but designedly,’ etc. 

3 In the 6th cent. Aricmeslus changed his name to Zeno, 
when he married the emperor’s daughter, and reigned as Zeno 
(Evagrius, HE li. 15) ; but this alteration of name was not | 
religious.. On the other hand, the Decian martyr Achatius ! 
(T. Euinart, Acta Primorum ilartyrum, Eatisbon, 1869, p. 
202) tells the judge : ‘ si propriura nomen meum explores vocor 
Agathos-angelus' (tor. leett. Agazangclus, Agathangelus). 
Witiza (Euticius), the second founder of monastloism in the West 
during the 8th cent., took the spiritual name of Benedict, by 
which ho is known to fame. Tivo centuries earlier Gregory of 
Tours had changed his name, at his consecration, from Georgdus 
to Gregorius, after his maternal grandfather, the holy bishop of 
Langres. There are numerous instances of this practice 
throughout the Middle Ages. 


The cult of the Baints developed this practice, 
however, in the Middle Ages. The popularity of 
certain names is explained in many cases by the 
local traditions of particular saints. It .was an 
.analogous but less supernatural feeling that led 
Alcuin, e.g., in the beginning of the 9th cent., to 
call his distinguished pupil Hrabanus by the name 
of Maurus, as if he were a, second Maums (i.e, 
equipped -with the excellences of St. Benedict’s 
famous disciple). , , 

The use of definitely Christian names was helped 
by the rise of . infant . baptism. But it was, not 
confined to the naming of children. Catechumens 
might change their names at baptism, or assume a 
‘spiritual’ name,* and this was in vogue by the 
beginning of the 4th cent., if not earlier. Ignatius 
is the earliest Christian who is known to have 
assumed a second, ‘spiritual’ name; he took, at 
baptism, tho title of Theophorus (0eo(p6poi, ‘ bearing, 
God,’ or dt6(f)opas, ‘borne by God’) for religious 
reasons. Perhaps -this explains why Theodorus 
(Eus. EE vi. 30) took the name of Gregory; 
Gregorius was not a specifically Christian name,, 
but it was capable of a Christian suggestiveness 
(ypriydpios, ‘ watchful ’). The Samaritan (?) martyr, 
Peter Balsaraus (Ruinart, p. 625 f.), told the magis- 
trate that his paternal name was Balsamns, 

‘ spirituali vero nomine, quod in baptismo accepi, 
Petrus dicor.’ That was in A.D. 311, and it tallies 
with the data already tabnlated (see, further, 
Ducange, Glossarium, Niort, 1883-87, s.v, ‘ Bino- 
mius ’). 

(i.) Though Ohrestua was used, one name in the NT was 
naturally left alone, the name of Jesus. St. Paul’s friend ‘ Jesus, 
sumamed Justus’ (Col 4li) had received the name as a Jew 
=Jo3hua) ; but reverence prevented Christians from assuming 
t. For opposite reasons, Sapphire does not seem to have been ap- 
propriated by women— although it emerges in 17th cent. England 
(Bardsley, Curiosities of Puritan Nomenclature, p. 73), and a 
Presbyterian lady of 81 bearing this stained name appears on a 
burial register as late- as 1704. As Judas was shared by several 
apostolic figures, the ill-fame of Judos Iscariot did not discredit 
it among Christians. 

(ii.) Sometimes a name was added posthumously. John, the 
eloquent bishop of Constantinople, received the admiring title 
of Chrysostom (xpvirilo-Topov) after his death ; and Henry 8uso, 
the 14th cent, mystic, was similarly dubbed Amandus. But 
Suso bad privately chosen this name ; he did not allow it to be 
known during bis lifetime, although he had changed his name 
from that of his irreligious father for the maiden-name of his 
pious mother, which he Latinized from Suess to Suso. 

■ 3. Formation of new names. — ^The creation of 
names went, on ; e.g., from (a) festivals of the 
Church, like Epiphanius (?) or Epiphania, Pas-' 
chalis, Pascasus,® and Sabbatius, and from .(b) 
qualities of mind or of the moral life. The latter 
dass are naturally numerous, but they are not. 
always distinctively Christian. Names like 
.®temalis, Athanasius and Athanasia, Anastasias 
andAnastasi.a, Eucharistus, Evangelius, Martyriiis, 
Patrophilius, Praulius,® Pistus, Prosdoke (mar- 
tyred, A.D. 306), Refrigerius and Refrigeria, 
Sanctus, and Sozomen tdl their oivn tale. But 
other names of this class are not exclusively 
Christian. ■ Thus Hieronymus was pre-Christian, 
while even Irene (elpr/jvv) was a pagan name, and 
continued to be used by pagans after Christians 
had adopted it (of. Oxyrhynchus Papyri, i. [1898] 
114-116).^ We are on safer CTound with names 
derived from divine names ; Adeodatus and Adeo- 

1 This survives in the new name assumed by the pope on 
taking office. Adrian -n., the reforming pope, stood out against 
this, when he was elected in 1622. ‘ Contrary to the custom 
observed for five hundred years, he adhered to his baptismal 
name. He was determined, even ns Pope, to be the same man 
as before’ (L. Pastor, Hist, of the Popes, Eng. tr., London, 
1891-1912, ix. 48). 

2 Just as in England children bom at Easter were sometimes 
called Pash. 

3 Theodoret (HE v. 38) notes, in connexion with Bishop 
Praulius of Jerusalem in the 6th cent., how admirably his dis- 
position and bearing suited his name (irpaflXior, ‘ meek-spirited ’). 

« irenaius also is a pagan formation (cL, e.g., Fayum Towns 
and their Papyri, ed. Grenfell and others, London, 1900, p. 43). 
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data, Christopher,'^ and Cjrriacus are rooted in the 
Christian soil. Yet caution is needed even here. 
No doubt names like Dorothea; Theodoretus, 
Theodosia and_ Theodosius, Theodoulos, Theo- 
gnostos, TheoktistaandTheoktistus, Theopemptus, 
and Theophylact were favourites = in the Church ; 
but it must be remembered that similar names, like 
Dorotheus, Theocritus, Theodektes, Theodoras, 
Theodotus, Theognis, Theophanes, and Theophilus, 
were current in non-Christian circles before they 
were taken over by the Church, and that, while a 
name like Theopistus (a Roman- martyr) seems a 
Christian formation, this was not the case with 
Theoteknus * and need not be the case with some 
other names of the same class. Occasionally a 
name would be coined, in the OT fashion. Thus, 
in the (early) 5th cent, panegyric on St. Phocas 
(cf. Analecta Bollandiana, xxx. [1911] 252 f.), his 
Christian parents give him the name of Phocas 
($«/c5r), because he is a ‘light’ to their home:' 
itpdvTj ■ti/uy ipZs &\r]9iv6v, 6 irpuT&roKOi ^fi&v 
Such a source for names is natural and spontane- 
ous, apart from any question of Scriptural pre-' 
cedent. 

But, apart from the question of origin, the early 
Christians adopted or adapted a number of names 
as particularly appropriate to their faith — e.g., 
names derived from aydirr/ (Agape, Agapetus, 
Agapius) and imo (especially among the later 
Gams), from t) rrlt (Elpis, Elpidius, Elpisura) and 
spM (Spes, Sposina), and from joy (Exillaratus, 
Hilara, Hilaris, Hilarius). 'Whether the metal is 
Christian or not, the Christian stamp is obviously 
on names like Eleutherus, Macarius,® Vigilantius, 
Vitalis,® Vitalissimus, Viventius, Vivianus, Zoe, 
and Zotikos. 

4 Some typical groups of early Christian names. 
— The data outlined in the prerious paragraphs 
may be tested and illustrated by reference to one 
or two lists of bishops and martyrs in the early 
Church. Their contents are often significant. 

(1) At the N. African S 3 mod of 256 the names of 
the 87 bishops who attended are mainly Latin, but 
only two are Scriptural (Peter and Paul) ; the rest 
are ordinary pagan titles, 

(2) Seventy years later, at the Council of Nicma, 
five-sixths of the names (there are 237 in all) are 
such as we meet in contemporary non-Cliristian 
life; of the remainder, we have 18 pious names 
like Eusebius (5), Hosius, Theodoras, Theodotus, 
and Theophilus, and the 19 Scriptural names 
include Moses, Paul (6), Peter (4), Mark (3), John, 
James, and Stephen, with one Polycarp. 

(3) For Egypt in particular there is ample 
evidence in the writings of Athanasius, which 
tallies with these data. To take only a single 
item, almost at random : in A.D. 347 he (Fest. Epp. 
xix. 10) notes the appointment of new bishops 
called Psenosiris, Arion, Triadelphus (‘instead of 
Serapammon ’), Theodorus (‘instead of Anubion’), 
and Orion (‘instead of Potaramon); tivo OT 

1 Phileas, bishop of Thmuis, speaks at the beginning of the 
4th cent, about some martyrs at Alexandria as being xpxrro- 
t^apoc (Etis. HE vUi. 10. 3). But Bafinus shrinks from the term, 
and translates it by the colourless beati, just as he renders 
Eusebius’s description of Phileas (i^tXoStou) by beati in viii. 10. 
11. The 10th cent, pope Christopher had to be deposed I 

2 Gregory of Nyssa’s wile -n-as called Theosebeia, and she lived 
op to her name. 

3 The name belongs to a bitter persecutor of the Church, i.n. 
SOS (Ruinart, p. 374). As Eusebius remarks (HE ix. 2. 2), his 
conduct belied his name. 

4 The Armenian version omits this derivation of the name. 
Similar formations are Lucellus and Photinus. 

® Eusebius{iSJ? vi. 41. 17) mentions a iibyan martyr Tvho ivas 
truly named ‘ Makar.’ Similarly Theodoret (HE i. 3). 

6 Vitalis in England seems (Bardsley, p. 132 f.) to have been 
originally a pre-Reformation name given to children christened 
before birth, ' in cases where it was feared, from the condition 
of the mother, they might not be delivered alive.' Like the 
cognate Creature, it was common to men and women, owing to 
the circumstances in which it bad been conferred. 


namM occur among the episcopal lists (Isaac and 
Jacob) ; at Arsenoitis Andreas succeeds Silvanus ; 
and at Clysma Tithonas is grouped with Paulus.' 
The small size of this group makes the variety of 
the names (mythological, local, and Scriptural) 
particularly significant. 

(4) A century later, we discover that the (early) 
5th cent, martyrology of the Roman Church which 
_A. Urbain has edited {TU, newser., vi. [1901], pt. 
iiu) contains about 800 names. The large majoriiy 
are ordinary Greek and Roman names, even includ- 
ing Achilles, Hermes (2), Neptunalis, Orion, 
Romulus, and Toga. Moses is the only OT name, 
unless Abacuo (Abacum) is included. There are a 
few formations like Audax, Calumniosus, Christes, 
Dynamius, Eunuohins, and Polemius. Paul (5), 
Peter (5), John (2), Philip, Marcus (2), and Timo- 
theus (2) represent the Scriptural element— -which 
once more is scanty. The most popular male 
name on the whole is Eelix (18). The women’s 
names include Agnes (2), Beatrix, Candida, Julia 

I (6), Maria, Martha, Prmpedigna, Sophia (2), Sotere 
i (3), Victoria (4), and Zoe. 

(5) Later still, among the saints of Thrace and 
Moesia (not later than the 7th cent. ; cf. H. 

' Delehaye, in Analecta Bollandiana, xxxi. [1912] 
163_f.), we come upon a deacon called Ammon, 
while the virrins who are his fellow-martyrs at 
Heraclea are Laurentia, Celsina, Theoclia, Theo- 
ktiste, Dorothea, Eutnehiane, Thecla, Aristainete, 
Philadelphe, Mary, Beronike, Euthumia, Lamp- 
rotate, Enphemia, Theodora, Theodote, Teteia, 
Aquilina, Theodoule, Haplodora, Lampadia, 
Procopia, Paula, Junilla, Ampliane, Persisa, 
Polynike, Maura, Gregoria, Kyria, Bassa, Callinike, 
Barbara, Kyriake, Agathonike, Jnsta, Irene, 
Matrona, Timothea, Tatiane, and Anna. The 38 
martyrs at Philippopolis are called Orion, Anato- 
linus, Molias, Eudaimon, Silvanus, Sabinus, 
Eustathius, Straton, Bosbas, Timotheus, Palmatns, 
Mestus, Nikon, Dtohilus, Dometius, Maximus, 
Neophytus, Biktor, Khenus, Saturninus, Epaphro- 
ditus, Kerkas, Gains, Zotikos, Kronion, Anthus, 
Oros, Zoelus, Tyrannus, Agathos, Pansthenes, 
Achilleus, Pantherius, Chrysanthos, Athenodorus, 
Pantoleon, Theosebes, and Genethlios. The Scrip- 
tural (apostolic) element is noticeabljy small in 
these names of Christians outside the inner circle 
of the empire ; there is a distinct proportion of 
‘ spiritual ’ names, or at any rate of names with a, 
pious application. On the other hand, mythologi- 
cal mames like Ammon and Orion are still used 
freely.* 

S. Oblation of names.— Before passingon, we may notice the 
erapiojTnent of names in the Utnrgy of the early Church. Lists 
of names were read aloud for a definite purpose ; this broadened 
os the doctrine and cultus of the Church developed, but 
originally it was quite simple. The names of those who gave 
donations in money or otherwise (communion elements, endow- 
ing or building a church) were recited in public worship, that 
the faithfui might requite them by praying for them. This 
practice occasionaily led to fulsome praise, when the amount of 
each person’s subscription was read out after his or her name, 
os Jerome pungently objects (in J er, ii. (llisj, in Ezek. vL [IS^-V]), 
yet in itself the custom was naive and pious. The names were 
written on two-leaved tablets or diptyohs (Sfirruxa). But these 
diptychs or registers soon embraced other names. They were 
used to bid the Church commemorate not only these benefactora 
after death but all the faithful dead, especially the martyrs and 
confessors. ’This became a regular part of the eucharistio 
worship, the names being at first recited usually by a deacon, 
after which (oblatio) the prayers (post nomina) were offered by 
a priest. The later liturgical variations are numerous and 
complicated (cf. DCA i. 660-563, ii. 1197, 1376-1377), but it seems 
plain that from the Srd cent, onwards the names were recitM in 
the eucharistic liturgy at the altar, and they came to include 


1 It was against this tendency that the 19th canon of the 
Arabian pseudo-Nicene canons was directed (‘Fideles nomina 
gentilium fiiiis suis non imponant: sed potius omnis natio 
Christianorum suis nominibus utatur, ut gentiles suis utuntur, 
imponantque nomina Christianorum secundum scripturam In 
baptismo ’). But this attempt to discourage native names M 
secular never succeeded ; it was revived later, however, in tbs 
Puritan movement. 
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not only local but catholic saints. A similar extension took 
place in the diptychs of the living, which soon embraced not 
only donors but teachers, spiritual and imperial authorities, 
holders of clerical ofllce and civil magistrates, and eventually 
the entire body of the faithful belonging to any church. In the 
Roman liturgy of the Mass l the commendatio pro vivis precedes, 
the commendatio pro dtfunctis follows, the consecration. 
What underlies this offering of names is the sense of unity, the 
living and the departed alike being recognized os members of 
the one Church. But the practice naturally gave an oppor- 
tunity for recognizing the orthodoxy or heterodoxy of the 
living or even of the dead. It was a convenient means of 
enforcing Church discipline. To have one’s name on such a 
register was to be accredited a full and true member of the 
Churdh ; to be omitted was a stigma and punishment, and 
attempts might even be made after a man’s death (cf. the case 
of Chrysostom) to remove his name from the list os a posthumous 
censure on his life or opinions. 

. The practice thus passed into the rubric of prayers and 
masses for the dead, but it was steadily enforced on the special 
grounds of gratitude and unity, particularly the former. This 
IS explicitly decreed in the 19th canon of the Portuguese 
Council at Merida, a.n. 606 (• Eorum nominaa qulhus eas ecdesias 
constat esse constructas, vel qui aliquid his Sanctis ecclesiis 
videntur nut visi sunt contullsse, si viventes in corpore sunt, 
ante altars recitentur tempore missae, quod si nb hoc deces- 
serunt nut disccsserint luce, nomina eorum cum defunclis 
fldelibuB recitentur suo in ordine '). . The former recitation of 
names survives in the Bidding prayers of the English Univer- 
sities, which gratefully commemorate the benefactions of the 
past, naming the donors singly, hut praying only for the living 
Uoolcsiastioal, temporal, and academic authorities).^ 

6. Medieval practice. — On the whole, the same 
general features reappear in the Christian nomen- 
clature of the Northern nations under the Church, 
from the 6th cent, onwards. The significance of 
names leads to the practice of onomantia; local 
and national names are usually retained; terms 
connected with pagan worship are either dropped 
or more frequently carried over with slight changes 
in the wording;® and the new Christian names 
already consecrated hy the Greek and Roman 
Churches make their way along the channels of 
the saints’ calendars and traditions. Saints’ names 
■were generidly the favourites. It is not unlikely 
that a certain impetus to the use of Biblical names 
was given throughout the West, from the 7th cent, 
onwards, hy the ^anish bishop of Seville, Isidore, 
whose learned Etymologice (bk. vii. chs. _ 6-10) 
brought out the religious significance of the Biblical 
names. A cult of such names began to spread. 
The old principle, ‘ bonum' nomen, bonum omen,’ 
regained its vitality in this department of nomen- 
clature ; but it was unable to overcome entirely 
the prejudice against OT names which were already 
borne by the Jews, and the anti-Semitic tendency 
hampered the free use of such names down to the 
10th century. Not until the Reformation were 
such names adopted eagerly, and then it vyas by 
the Biblicizing Protestants on the Continent. How 
soon this practice began, and how characteristic it 
was of the new movement, may be seen from the 
Council of Bordeaux in 1639 (ix.), which decreed : 

‘Nomina sanctorum patrum veteris Testamentl nffeotare 
haereticorumest.'* ' ' 

Montaigne’s contemporary witness is also sig- 
nificant: 

‘ Dira pas la posteritO quo nostro reformation d'auiourd’huy 
ait estO delicate et exacte, do n'auoir. pas seuloment combatu 


r Of. L. Duchesne, , Christian Worship, Eng. tr.<, London, 
1912, p. 179 f., and, for the earlier Gallican Mass, p. 203 f . 

2 Of. T. Seocombe and H. S. Scott,'. /n Pram of Oxford, 
London, 1910-11, ii. 773-776. 

8 E.g., the analytic formation of personal names which meets 
us in the OT involves, in pre-Oeltfo Ireland as in the Semitic 
East, the occasional incoiporation of a god’s name, and this 
practice * was continued in Ohristinn times with the aid of the 
words mael, "bald, tonsured,” and gills, “boy, servant-boy”’ 
(J. Rhys, Lectures on Origin and Growth of Jteligion as illus- 
trated by Celtic Heathendom'^, London, 1892, p. 216). A good 
example is Gilchrist, from Qillecrist (‘Servant of Christ’). For 
name-giving in connexion with ethnic baptism see ERE it. SC9. 

< The habit persisted into the I7th century. In the list (1698) 
of 254 French Protestants recently sent to the galleys (E. Arber, 
The Torments of Protestant Slaves, London, 1907, pp. 271-280) 
we find Abraham (4), Aaron, Benjamin, Daniel (12), David (10), 
Elic (4), Israel, Isaac (6), Jacob, Joseph (8), Moisa (S), Samson, 
and Solomon, i.e: a fifth of the whole number. Three-fifths are 
Scriptural (NT) or ‘ saints’ ’ names. 


les erreurs et Ics vices et rempli le monde de deuotion, 
d’humilitd, d’obelssance, de paix et de toute espece de vertu, 
mais d’auoir pass6 iusque h combatre ces anciens noms de nos 
baptesmes, Charles, Loys, Francois, pour peupler le monde de 
Malthnsalem, Ezechiel, Malachie, beaucoup mieux sentans de la 
foy?’ (Nssois, bk. i. oh. 46 [ed. Bordeaux, 1906, p. 866j). , 

Evidently this cult of Scriptural, and especially 
of OT, names was an innovation in the France of 
the 16th century. Up till then the Northern 
nations had for the most part shown a natural and 
healthy preference for names of native growth. 
This applies in the main to Teutons, Celts, and 
Saxons alike, as well as to the Slavs. Like the 
Goths, the Teutons still bore their ancestral names, 
such as Alfred, Arnold, Baldwin,Charles,Frederick, 
Gertrude, Henry, Hugo, Mildred, Sigismund, Theo- 
doric, and Ulrica ; saints’ names from the Church’s 
calendar come in, but they did not submerge, their 
predecessors. 

In Britain, where difierent racial strata affected 
the nomenclature, an examination of the names 
used by Christians yields an almost identical result. 
Thus in the list printed by E. Hiibner [Inscriptiones 
Britannia: Christiana:, Berlin and London, 1876, 
p. 94 f.), which comes down to the 11th cent., the 
majority of male and female names are drawn from 
the Celtic and Anglo-Saxon vernacular ; there is a 
sprinkling of Latin names, and only one or two 
from Scripture — c.g.. Jacobus (8th cent., Cardigan- 
shire),' Samson (9th cent., Glamorganshire), and 
Gideon (? Dorsetshire). Among the English nuns 
who assisted Boniface to spread monasticism through 
Germany in the 8th cent, we find native names like 
Walpurga and Lioba alongside of Theda ; it is ex- 
ceptional to come upon even a saint who bears any 
name except a native one, in Gaul or in the Northern 
islands, and it is significant that in Britain no Saxon 
bishop is known to have taken a Biblical name. 
The change did not 'come, according to Camden, 
until after the Norman Conquest. 

Then ‘ our nation (who before would not admit strange and 
unknown Names, but avoyded them therefore ns uniuoky) by 
little and little began to use Hebrew, and sacred names, as 
Matthew, David, Samson, Luke, Simon, etc., which were never 
received in Germany until after the death of Frederick the 
second, about some 300 years since' {Remains concerning 
Britain, p. 63). 

The use of Biblical names in pre-Reformation 
England has been traced to various sources, in 
particular to the popular dramatic mysteries and 
the Crusades (which popularized Ellis = Elias, and 
John especially). But it was the Norman influence 
that enabled Scriptural and saints’ names, among 
others, to compete with the Old English ones 
successfully. 

7 - Puritan nomenclature. — The sudden enthusi- 
asm for Bible-names in the 16th and 17th centuries 
throughout Puritan England replaced a sort of 
clerical system by an irregular freedom of choice 
on the part of parents. 

‘ Previous to the Reformation,’ as Bardsley writes (p. 48), 
‘the priest, with the assent of the gossip, gave the babe the 
name of the saint who was to be its patron, or on whose day the 
birth or baptism occurred ’— ‘ saint ’ including the great host of 
men and women notable in the Church's tradition and histoiy. 
The Puritans eschewed these as savouring of 

apacy and paganism, preferred godly names from 

cripture; and took the choice into their own hands. 
Macaulay (Hist, of England, vol. i. ch. i. [ed. 
London, 1871, i. 40]) insists that their speciaLpre- 
ference for OT names was due to militant sym- 
pathies, and that- the extreme 'Puritans were 
actuated in this, as in other matters, by their 
revolutionary, theocratic principles. 

‘They baptized their children by the names, not of Christian 
saints, but of Hebrew patriarchs and warriors.' 

To some extent, this is true ; it explains, e.g., how 
even Puritan girls could be disfigured by the name 
of Jael. But the reason was larger than mere 
militant piety. The Puritans were also driven by 
anti-ecclesiastical antipathies ; in their passion for 
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sacred names they found that some of the NT 
names were, as they thought, compromised by 
associations with Church festivals and the calendar 
of the saints, and the result was that they felt shut 
up to OT names or to NT names which were 
innocuous and minor. In both ranges of choice 
they took names often irrespective of their original 
associations * or uncouth in the last degree. Gii-ls 
were baptized as Aholiab and Drusilla, e.g.; or as 
Kerenhappuch (as late as the 18th and even the 
19th cent.)._ The essential thing was that a name 
should be Biblical ; as a rule, the Puritan extremists 
cared for little else. They swung to the opposite 
extreme from Royalists, who did not hesitate to 
use names like Cassandra, Diana, Lais,' and Venus 
for_ their daughters. Biblicism ' and- an equally 
artificial neo-paganism were at the corruption of 
nomenclature. 

The practice extended to the habit of making 
names out of abstract virtues, as in the early 
Church. Puritan boys were baptized Perseverance, 
Humiliation, and Repentance — to quote only three 
cases. Even more wnimsical was the construction 


rary dramatists and satirists, but in vain. Such 
extremists were impervious to humour. Fortun- 
ately, they were only a minority, even among 
earnest religious people, and the sesthetic sense 
of the majority prevented Scriptural names from 
swamping all others. Shakespeare makes Juliet 
declare : 

' What's in a name f that which we cali a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet . . 

Borneo, doff thy name.’ 

But, as H. E. Maxwell observes, Shakespeare 
knew better than his heroine. 

‘Borneo and she would never have become, among Western 
nations at least, the type of all that is passionate and tender, 
had their sponsors named them Abraham and Sarah.’ 

He quotes two extreme cases of the contemporaiy 
fanatical habit. 

One isol the sponsors * who were answerable tor the follow- 
ing entry in the baptismal register of Waldron 
“ Flie-fornication, the bace sonne of Oatren Andrewes, bapt 
y* 17th Desemb., 1609." ... A more charitable spirit moved 
the sponsors of another unwelcome little stranger, who is 
recorded in the Register of Kingsdown, in Kent, in 1681, as 
Inocent Day, the base borne sone of one Day fMeridiana, 
pp. 267, 275). 


of a name out of a phrase or sentence. 

* Sometimes a whole . godly sentence was adopted as a name. 
Here are the names of a jury said to be enclosed in the court of 
Sussex about that time. 

Acoepted,Trevor of Norsham. 

Faint not, Hewit of Heath- 
field. 

Make Peace, Heaton of Hare. 

Redeemed, Compton of 
Battle. 

Ood Reward, Smart of Five- 
hurst. 

Standfast on High, Stringer 
of Orowhurst. 

Earth, Adams of Warbleton. 

. Called, Bane of the same. 

Kill Sin, Pimple of Witham. 

In justice to these ultra-Puritans, however, we 
ought to remember that, whether .they were con- 
scious of it or not, they had a precedent for such 
compounds. The early Church nad led the way, 
in maldng names not only out of abstract terms, 
as we have seen, but out of devout phrases. This 
uncouth formation of personal names was much 
older than the Puritans. In the martyr-list of the 
Carthaginian Church (6th cent.) Jan. 8th is the 
anniversary of the depositio Quodvuldeus Episcopi, 
and Jan. 5th celebrates the depositio of two Bishops, 
one of them called Deogratias. The latter was the 
local bishop who was elected in A.D. 454, but we 
know of at least one earlier presbyter, bearing the 
name of Quodvultdeus, who consulted Augustine.® 
Besides, the practice goes back to Hebrew custom, 
and it was the well-knoivn OT instances that formed 
a conscious precedent for the English Puritans. 
Both in the construction of these phrase-names 
and in the predilection for OT names they were 
actuated by the feeling that the Bible (especially 
the OT) was a world, or rather the world, of God, 
which contained rules and standards for the out- 
ward as well as the inward direction of life. Where 
the Puritans difiered from previous circles of Christ- 
ianity, as regards nomenclature, at any rate, was 
in the extent to which they carried their imitation 
of the OT, rather than in the fact of that imitation. 
They felt that they did not need to look further 
than the Bible for ‘ a commodity of good names.’ 

These rough formations and the craze for Bibli- 
cal names are ridiculed mercilessly by contempo- 

iBardsley (p. 78) Is astonished at Antipas, who was ‘a 
murderer and an adulterer,’ but he has forgotten * Antipas, my 
faithful martj'r’ (Rev 2i3). It was this Antipas, and not the 
Herod of that ilk (Mt Uh Bk 0? 132>, Ao I4l), of whom Puritan 
parents thought when they baptized their babies by such a 
name. ■ 

- Hume, nut. of England, Bondon, 1789, oh. hd. 

3 The epitaph of an archdeacon Dousdedlt In the 6th cent. Is 
quoted by O. B. de Rossi, in Roma SotUranea, Rome, 18M-77, 
ui. 2S9, 242. The first Saxon archbishop was also called 
Deusdedit. 


Vjtruueiuif xiaruiiJ^ 01 XiGWCB. 

Return, Spelman of Watling. 
Be Faithful, Joiner of BriUing. 
Fly Debate, Roberts of the 
same. 

Fight the good Fight of Faith, 
White of Emer. 

More Fruit, Fowler of East 
Hadley. 

Hope For,Bend!ng of the same. 
Weep not, Billing of the same. 
Meek, Brewer of Okeham.’9 


But what artistic instinct did for some, good 
sense and native tradition did for others, and the 
eccentricities of the Puritans failed to raise rugged 
Semitic formations or moralistic names ‘that 
would have made Quintilian stare and gasp ’ into 
a characteristic feature of English nomenclature. 

8. Variations and peculiarities of later practice. 
— ^A sudden reaction set in soon on the Continent. 
The.French Revolution produced an antipathy to 
the use of ecclesiastical and Biblical names ; in 
fact, the legislature forbade any being conferred 
except those in general use ‘nans les diflT^rents 
calendriers, on ceux des personnages connus de 
I’histoire ancienne’ (La Grande Encyclopidie, 
Paris, n.d., xxvii. 571). Anti-clericalism threatened 
to narrow the range of Christian nomenclature (the 
; pr6nom), but this cloud passed, although it left, 

I under the Code Napol6on, certain restrictions 
j behind it. 

In England, meanwhDe, the dorainance of the 
Bible continued to affect Christian names in some 
circles of the people, long after the Puritans had 
ceased to be a political power. The evidence for 
this lingering influence is scattered but ample. 
Let it suiiice to quote a contributor to NQ Vf. ii. 
[1868] 342, who notes the following strange names 
in a parish register of Donnybrook near Dublin ; 
'JSzble, the daughter of James and— <3udle, 

Kesia, daughter to Thomas ond Martha WiMnson, 

Wealthy, eon to Sj-mon and Eleanor 'Whathing, 

Richards, son to inward and Raptiee Anderson, 
ttahitahle, daughter to Richard ond Elizabeth Burnett, 
Wiitia, daughter to Richard and Elizabeth Deacon, 
Annistos, daughter to John ond Sarah floley, 

Xsmey, daughter to William and Elizabeth Mattashaw, 
Abernathy, daughter to James and Elizabeth Bromlow, 
Syabella, daughter to John and Mar^ret Wallis, 

Regina, daughter to i/aynus and Elizabeth Syck, 

Eumie, daughter to John and Ann Dauncy, 

Bathia, daughter to James and Elizabeth Bromlow, 
Ananiof, daughter to Peter and Sarah Portovine, 

Levina, daughter to John and Margaret Griffith, 

Ammorois Burges, 

Teasia, daughter to William ond Elizabeth Young, 

Burlanah Bumbarry, 

Amia, daughter to James Cosgrave, 

Neptune, eon of Harris and Mary Blood of Ringsend, 
Deliverance Branan.’ 

These are all from the first half of the 18th cen- 
tury. But such eccentric names are no longer 
what they once were. What makes them remark- 
able is their singularity among the mass of noraal 
names. The temper of mind which underlies them 
survives still, it is true, in some quarters, as oc- 
casional entries in baptismal and burial records 
prove. ^ . 

E.g. the parish register of St. Faith’s, Norwich, 
ns late as 1874: 'Dodo Eliza Delilah, daughter 
Ambrose Alexander Habbakuk William Sbelah 
Leah Woodcock’ (NQ vn. xii. (18911 464 !,). 


, chronicled, 
of Arphad 
and Vutue 
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Against such names there is no law — except the 
unwritten law of good taste, and certain forms of 
piety count themselves free from that law. In 
fact, it is doubtful if any English law controls the 
giving of names. T. A. Ingram (EBr^^ xix._ 159) 
refers to a 13th cent, injunction of Archbishop 
Peckham : 

• Ministers shnli take care not to permit wanton names to be 
given to children baptized, and if otherwise it be done, the 
same shall be changed by the bishop at confirmation.’ 

Legal authorities seem divided on the question 
whether such a change of name is permissible, but 
an English Church clergyman, though required to 
baptize a child by any name selected by the 
parent or godparent, rnay ‘ object to any nahie pn 
religious Or moral grounds, ' although tne rubrics 
do not expressly say, so.’ This right of objection, 
however, would hardly be valid in the case of 
Scriptural names. So far as the clergy cani exer- 
cise any real influence in the matter, it is probably 
by 'prohibiting silly or frea'kish names and by en- 
coura^g the choice of sensible Christian names— 
t.e.' taking .‘Christian’ in its legal rather than in 
its strict sense. 

From* d‘ Scottish statistical paper for 1800, printed in W. 
Anderson’s Genealogy and Sumamet (Edinburgh, 1865, p. 149), 
the registrar’s figures show that, out of S090 entries of male 
Christian, names, the moat popular were John (563) and James 
(603), that Thomas (139) and Andrew (102) outstrip Peter (64), 
and that, while Daniel ocoura 17 times, there is not a single 
Paul In the list. But even the ’npostotle’ names which do 
occur were not always chosen lor religious reasons ; patriotio 
and national interests were more commonly in evidence, when 
children were thus named. . 

■ 9. Modern ^ practice. — Modern^ practice has 
settled doivn into a rational liberty in the matter of 
Christian names, and this has been due to a grow- 
ing recognition of the truth that it is possible to be 
religious without being Biblical. Many people do 
not profess any religious interest at all, but even 
those who have their children baptized are rarely 
guilty of giving them ‘ pious ’ names. The danger 
of sanctimoniousness has proved so real ' that the 
majority have long ago dropped belief in any 
specific virtue attaching to a Scriptural or even to 
a moral name. Family associations, some fashion 
of the day, or, pure caprice are uppermost. Good 
taste and common sense control the average religi- 
ous person in selecting names for his children, and, 
just as a sense of humour and of the fitness of 
things would probably, prevent a rational mon- 
Christian from labelling his offspring Jupiter or 
Semiramis, Napoleon or Messalina, so a member of 
the Church .would hardly seek to prove his own 
piety or to ensure that of his children by dubbing 
them Methuselah. or Rizpah, Jabez or Tryphosa, as 
if these names possessed any intrinsic virtue which 
might be transmitted to their modem bearers. He 
is more likely to. be guilty of craelty to children, 
in peace as well as during a war, by fastening upon 
them ‘Christian’ names derived from some con- 
temporary .figure or event, which he desires - in his 
folly to commemorate. ■ ■ . ■ , ’ 1 

Litkrattob.— F or the early Ohuroh the materials arc col- 
lected by J. A. Martigny, Diet, des anfiouiWs ehritimnee, 
Paris, 1866, pp. 445-463, and, after him, by J. Bass MuUinger, 
in DGA, London, 1880, IL 186711.; but, in view of 'subsequent 
discoveries and researches, especially among the papyri, 
Martigny's lists (e.g,, of dlstinotively Christian names) need 
revision.. Add : A., Harnack, Die Mission und Avsbreitung 
dss Christentums in den ersUn drei Jahrhunderten'^, Leipzig, 
1906, Eng. tr.. Expansion of Christianity, London, 1907, bk. 
iii. ch. 3, excursus 2. , ! • 

. For the later periods, particularly in England, see W. Cam- 
den, Remains concerning Britain, ed. London, 1870, pp. 62-109 ; 
and C. "W, Bardsley, Curiosities of Puritan Nomenclature, 
do. 1830.! .-■■■, . • , 

' 1 Cf. Dickens’ satire in Martin Chuxzlewit (ch. H. : ’ Mr. Peck- 
sniff was a moral, man : a grave man, a man of noble sentiments 
and speech ; and'he had had her christened Mercy.' Mercy i oh; 
what a charming name for such a pure-souled being ns the 
youngest Miss Pecksniff I Her sister’s name was Chanty ’ ; ■ cb. 
Ix., where he is drunk : * “ Mercy and Charity," said Mr. Peck- 
sniff, " Charity and Mercy. :Not unholy names, 1 hope ? ” ’). 


For the general subject, from the etiological or historical 
point of. view, cf. the data and discussions in C. M. 'Yonge, 
Bist. of. Christian Names, London, 1863, esp. i. ’229 f. ; F. 'W. 
Farrar, Chapters on Language, ed. do. 1873, p. 237 f.; 
P. Dudgeon, Short Introd. to the Origin of Surnames, Edin- 
burgh, 1890 ; Herbert E. : Maxwell’s essay in Meridiana, 
Edinburgh, 1892, pp. 267-300 ; and J. P. Struthers, What is 
Thy Name 1, Greenock, 1916. . ^ ' Jam:ES MOFFATT. 

NAMES (E^ptian). — i. General introduction. 
-^Egyptian civilization presents an exceptionally 
nch and interesting field for the study of names. 
On the one hand, in the remnants of its ancient 
beliefs that have survived throughout so many 
centuries Egypt still preserves several character- 
istics of primitive religion (cf. Names [Primitive]), 
practically unaltered, whose origin and exact 
meaning can be verified from the context; on 
the other hand, during the course of its long 
history it shows the successive evolutions which 
primitive notions contained in germ and which 
non-civilized races either kept as they were or 
confused and complicated, being unable to arrange 
them in a system ; here they ' develop ■ into the 
most refined conceptions of the contemporary theo- 
lo^es of Mediterranean ciidlization. Egypt there- 
fore supplies I us with the necessary connexion 
between primitive ideas on the name and the 
advanced theories of civilized religions. 

2. Primitive elements. — To understand these 
elements • it ^vill suffice to refer- to what is said 
about the irresistible power of the pronunciation 
of names among non-civilized races in Names 
(Primitive). Declamation or melopoeia = — the 
chanted voice of the oldest languages— is regarded 
as reproducing the harmonious sound, t.e. the 
matenal vibration, which is one of the signs of 
vital substance. This chanted voice {khrou; cf. 
G.'-Maspero, Bibl, (gyptol. i. [1893] 101) engenders 
magical forces {hikau). All the texts, ritual, and 
magic of Egypt rest essentially on the fact that 
the name, thus understood, constitutes a material 
soul, and is the most secret part of the whole li-ving 
being, since it is his very reason for Imng. ' The 
name is therefore the ego. It exists by itself. It 
is the most subtle of the various souls of the indi- 
vidual (see Body [Egyptian]). It is the last term 
in the series of active principles which, gradually 
increasing in airiness and * evocability,’ result from 
the combination of body and bone with the blood, 
the double, the ghost, the shade, etc., to form the 
life par excellence [onkhu). 

The Egyptian name is so definitely a soul — a 
Imng being existing by itself — that the most 
important and oldest liturgical- texts make it the 
essential element in their magical operations (see 
below, § 5). There is therefore neither person nor 
Imn" thing that does not possess a name, known 
or hidden. No being would be complete, or, 
rather, existent,, if he had not his name, and a 
man’s life can be taken from him by taking away 
his name by magic. - Cursing or execration by the 
name- of an individual lets loose upon him to 
injure him all the forces -which the formula has 
‘ bound to ’ the name. '• 

This material soul (cf. Pyramid Texts, Ritual of 
Pepy II., line m^=BTr xii. [1892] 146) of the 
oldest lists is a thing which can be carried off; 

! devoured, or 'struck. But it can also be seized in 
order _to_be incorporated in objects or figures which 
are' ■vivified not' for hostile but for ‘ beneficial 
purposes. The name of a dead man, declaimed 
and_ materially captured by the priest, is placed on 
his image or statue, and-lie lives again in it. This 
was the primitive ' meaning of the-expression- ‘ to 
commemorate the name of N.’ The lifeless figures 
of a bas-relief or tomb-fresco, painted wooden dolls, 
become so many living servants of the dead man 
when the image has been provided with a name by 
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the officiant at the magical funeral ceremony. 
Painted objects or representations of fictitious 
oflferings become a real sacrifice. No text could 
be more explicit on this point than the passage 
which mentions ' those things which chanted de- ; 
clamation makes real.’ 

These substitutions or magical exchanges of a 
name, which thus passes materially from one 
being to another, or from a person to his image, : 
go still further. In order that the dead may not 
perish, thejr are transformed into other beings, and 
even into imperishable objects, by their names 
being conferred on those beings or objects. By 
mingling the substances the magical operation 
mingles, the destinies. The chapters on 'Trans- 
formations’ describe those strange means of escap- 
ing annihilation. The names recited on talismans 
or amulets enclose in these objects the vital prin- 
ciple of an individual. ■ This is probably the ex- 
planation of the difficult formulm of the famous 
Pyramid Texts, where the; phrase am ranuf .ni 
(‘in his name of’) assimilates the dead king with 
groups of divinities or even objects of worship or 
sacred substances, and even confuses the ‘royal 
name,’ i.e. the soul of the king, with heavenly 
localities believed to be possessed of a personality 
of their own by their name. 

Magic capable of producing such wonderful 
effects in names flinches before nothing. The 
popular tales and the sacred literature of ■ the 
hymns and, invocations record the . prodigious 
effects of the declamation of names as quite 
natural. Since the whole world is made up of 
living names which animate every substance, and 
every body, we need not he astonished that, by 
chanting these names, the priest-magician can 
command everything. If, he ‘ knows the names ’ 
(rokhu ranu), he can ivith his voice cleave moun- 
tains, rend the sky, make the stars move more 
slowly or more quickly. 

No Egyptian being, natural or supernatural, 
can avoid the calling of his name. The icono- 
graphy and the texts leave no doubt about this 
fact. They show how the name can he materially 
seized, snatched from one person, and incorporated 
in another. In Egypt magic (mimetic or sympa- 
thetic) is based, almost entirely on the use of this 
possibility, which is increased tenfold in power 
and varieties of use by the invention of written 
magic (see below, § fl). The priest-magician de- 
votes all his learning and power to ‘knowing’ 
{rokhu) the exact texture of the name, its q^ualities, 
quantities, musical tonality, and scanned declama- 
tion. The magical chant {khroti) which exactly 
reproduces all those elements gives to him who 
possesses it the complete ownership of the name- 
souls thus evoked. To the irresistible call which 
attracts their vital substance all beings, visible 
and invisible, must answer. Spirits, genii, the 
dead, the most powerful gods, cannot avoid it. 
And, after the lapse of centuries, when individual 
magic, alongside of the official religion - magic, 
developed its dangerous occult power, the .pro- 
cesses were not diflerent. It is by the summoning 
of secret names that the sorcerer of the Latin- 
Egyptian tabellas devotionis, in order to accomplish 
his evil works, subdues the spirits of the dead, the 
genii of the under world, and sometimes even the 
august deities of the classical pantheon. It was 
therefore dangerous to make use of a name, and 
consequently the Egyptians were prohibited from 
using the name of the gods or that of the Pharaoh 
outside of the liturgy and foreknown cases ; hence, 
e.y., the punishments befalling those who in 
ordinary life make use of the oath or the curse on 
the royal name. 

3. Secret names. — ^The person who is adjured or 
evoked, not being able to avoid the declamation of 


his name, has naturally devised a means of resist- 
ing incantations and exorcisms. He keeps his 
name secret. From the most humble spirit to the 
most powerful of the gods, each has a ‘secret 
name, which no one is supposed to know. He 
defends it jealously as his very life. For, as 
the texts say, ‘this is his name by which’ he 
breathes.’ 

Of the many examples in EgjTJtian literature none is dearer 
in this respect than the famous legend of the god Ea. He was 
stung by a scorpion, and nothing could cure him until, over- 
come by the pain, he told Isis his secret name, which she used 
to compose an invincible exorcism and drive out the poison (for 
the different versions of this classical episode see Maspero, 
Bistotre, i. 167 fl. ; and Budge, Gods the Bgyptia^. i. 
22411.). , , ' . . 

" But man also employs all his patience and in- 
genuity to. find out the secret names in order to 
get possession of them. The priestly, bodies of 
each of the provinces of feudal Egypt were en- 
gaged in committing to. ivTiting collections of 
formulae containing the knowledge of mysterious 
names. The medicine-men of the modern Congo 
do the same. Of those collections, which were at 
first passed bn orally, an important part of what is 
known to ns concerns ever^hing connected ivith 
the fate of the dead. They are proved by phil- 
ology (and often with the help' of ■ the natural 
sciences) to go back to the pre-historic period. 


The lists called Books of the Dead and Pyramid Texts are based 
almost entirely on the knowledge of secret names. By them 
are annulled dangers from serpents, crocodiles, hippopotami, 
and monke3'a armed, with knives that lie in wait for the dead on 
the roads of the other world ; the lions which guard the gates 
of Alois . are reduced to powerlessness ; hostile, spirits are 
dispersed ; the protections and obstacles ol the mysterious 
kingdoms have no longer any power when the hidden name of 
their spirit is pronounced. The fourteen secret names of the 
fairy barque and its principal parts place it at the disposal ot 
the dead. The mysterious names of the thread which captures 
the souls of the dead, pronounced by the shade on its Journey, 
enable him to escape it. By the same means be crosses the 
lakes of fire ; he also knows the mysterious names ol the magical 
weapons placed at his service to drive back or strike the hostile 
deities. Having at last arrived at the land ol the dead, he 
causes the gates to open by his knowledge of the ‘names' 0! 
the leaves and looks of the doors ; he can find a place lor him- 
self there and obtains command over the inhabitants and the 
chief of the spirits by telling them that he * knows their names’ 
and by pronouncing Imperiouslj' the names ol the guardians ol 
the Seven Eegions or those of the Twenty-one mj’sterious 
Pj’Iones. It is not so much on account of his virtues .and 
religious merits as by the knowledge of their secret names that 
he obtains from the forty-two Judges ot the dead the right to 
live in peace in the kingdom, of,, Osiris. In the sellar or 
heavenly voyages which the theologies of the Pyramid Texts 
prescribe for the human soul, it is again by the pronunciation 
of the secret names that the dead sail across the spaces, 
conciliate the aerial groups of hunmamit, compel the gods ol 
lights or ol dark spaces to give them help or allow them to 
pass, to let them saii with them, or to share their powers or 
their food with them. ^ 

• These powerful collections, ' elaborated for the 
use of dead chiefs, then gradually for the use' of 
all the initiated, were secret.' Wanting, by fixing 
them, has preserved them for science,^ so that we 
m^ say that on many points of the religion-magic 
of Egypt we know from the papyri secrets which 
the people of Egyptian civilization, with the ex- 
ception of priests and compilers of books, did not 
know. 

The priestly body naturally had similar collec- 
tions of mysterious names for the living Egyptians. 
Only some of them have come down to us (especi- 
ally from the medical papyri) for cases of illn^, 
possession, bad dreams, etc., and for avoiding 
ghosts, noxious , animals, and the other dangers of 
everyday life. Unfortunately we do not know the 
formularies for the great operations of national 
worship. Perhaps they have never even been 
written out on account of the gravity and the all- 
powerfulness of the use of such names. They may 
have been bequeathed orally from priest to priest 
at the time of initiation. ' We shall never know 
any hut the apparent names of the greatest gods 
of Egypt. The real names of Amon, ‘ whose name 
is secret,’ Atumn, ‘the mysterious,' Min, and 


163 


NAMES (Egyptian) 


many others are •anlcnown. The only, thing that 
we know of the most powerful of all, the sun Ra, 
is that ho had a secret, all-powerful name, and that 
Isis alone knew it one day (cf. p. 152’>). We should 
remember that those formidable real names borne 
in classical antiquity by Zeus, Athene, Dionysos, 
etc., have never been formd out — names which 
from century to century were known only by the 
priests in tlieir. service and the initiates , of the 
great mysteries. We do not yet know the real 
name of Rome. 

Private and personal magic made the same efforts 
as the national priesthood to know the names 
necessary for the good or evil operations which it 
had in hand. Like the magic of the temples, it 
utilized all methods to penetrate the secrets of the 
names. It arranged them in the same way in lists 
and tables. , A ‘ curse table,’ a charm, or an amulet 
of the magic of Grosco-Roman Egypt differed in 
no way in composition and appearance from the 
means invented by the regular priesthood (cf. 
Budge, Egyptian Magic, pp. 177-179, and the 
important considerations on the Egs^ptian origin 
of the rites of Gnostic ma^c). 

The irresistible power of the name and the 
knowledge of the name being united, man was 
theoreti^ly all-powerful. How, then, were so 
many failures in practice to be explained? The 
answer is easy. Ron-civilized races . have often 
answered it in their way. . To evoke a name is the 
most difficult thing ima^nable. A name is too 
living and subtle a thing for a few pronounced 
syllables of it to be magically its exact counter- 
part. Even an extraordinarily detailed collection 
of hundreds of precautions was not sufficient to 
give faithfully the cadence, tonality, rhythm, and 
accent of each of the chanted syllaDles which con- 
stituted a name. A single mistake destroyed the 
whole evocation, as a single fault in syntonization 
destroys all means of communication between two 
stations of telephony or of -wireless telegraphy.^ A 
thousand unsuccessful attempts -were explained 
just as easily, so that one single apparent success 
might be remembered as a decisive proof. 

4. Primitive elements -which have disappeared 
or are absent — All the preceding facts refer to 
primitive Egypt. But at the most ancient period 
accessible to research several of the characteristics 
pointed out -ndth regard to primitive peoples are no 
longer found; name-tabus do not occur, except 
under the reverential form prohibiting the thought- 
less use pf divine names (see below, § 7) ; the 
prohibition of ordinary, names does not appear ; 
and that of the names of the dead and of kings is 
replaced by the exact opposite. In fact, nobody 
any longer makes a , lavish use of invocations or 
forraulie in the name of the dead ; and, far from 
prohibiting names similar to those of gods or kings, 
the great majority :of the Egyptians give their 
children names like those of the reigning Pharaoh, 
or expressing devotion or consecration to this 
sovereign master. . The children called- ‘Pepy is 
living’ in theVIth dynasty, the Amenhoteps and 
the Thiotmeses of the XVIIIth, those called ‘ Great 
is the heart of Psammetichus ’ under the Saites, 
and, so -on throughout each reign, are innumerable. 
The hundreds of names derived from those of gods 
(their apparent names, of course) also show all the 
imaginable lynys of uniting, man to ,his gods by a 
series of names . of ■ relation, protection, love, or 
devotion. 

The longest list is that of the ordinary theojjhoric names 
ending in mas (e-jr., Thotmas='Th6th has fashioned him'), 
ftotep (e.g., Amonhotep=*He is united to Amon"), miri (e.g., 
Phtahmlri= ' He is the beloved of Phtah ’), eotjm (e.g., Elnisotpu 
= ‘He is the chosen or the elect of Ka’), etc. Apocopated 
theophoric names form the next important group, constructed 
on a plan similar to the Semitic formation (e.g., Abdu, * He is 
his Sen-ant,' i.e. the servant of God). The rest of the list is 
made np of groups of designations referring to physical pecu- 


liarities, of epithets of praise or of good luot, etc. (of., for 
details, Erman, Life in Ancient Egypt, p. 158 fl.). Surnames, 
euonymous names (ran nofir), the great name (ran ad), etc., are 
simply determinative of everyday life or the commemoration of 
a notable fact, without any special religious importance. 

Two other characteristics deserve mention: 
(1) there are only very faint traces of the belief 
in the re-incamation of the dead in newly-bom 
children, sho-wing that this belief possibly existed 
at a time untouched ,by research, in the most 
remote archaic period ; and (2) two passages in the 
so-called ‘popular’ literature seem to allude to 
the possibility that the newdy-bom infant received 
a secret name from its mother at birth ; but nothing 
definite is known on the point. 

With regard to ‘ totemic ’ names, if Egypt ever 
passed thro-dgh this phase, there is no trace of it 
left in the periods kno-vvn to ns. At the time of 
the' most ancient monuments, in order to confer 
on her living subjects and on her dead most of the 
protections which the totem and its name give to 
primitive races; Egypt bad an amazingly perfect 
system of affiliation to the cult of a certain pro- 
tector-god, by initiation , into the mysteries of the 
god. The title amkhu assumed by. the initiates is 
followed by the name of the god, to whom the man 
henceforth owes special aUegiahee, and from whom 
he .will receive protection in this life and in the 
life to come. Tme abandonment of the childish 
secret and of the materially magical association 
between the man and the depositary of life is 
replaced by initiation of a, properly religious char- 
acter, and the divine name, being united, but not 
confused, with, that of the man, marks, reciprocal 
obligations and duties, to which time by degrees 
gives a moral character. ; 

5. Written names. — Among non-ci-vilized races 
the vital .principle of the name may be materially 
seized and incorporated in another person or thing 
(cf. Najies [Primitive]), The latter is consequently 
transformed into a living person possessing the 
personality of the one whose name nas been pro- 
nounced. This th'eoiy gave rise, to fetishes and 
idols. It led semi-civilized Egypt to try to repi-o-- 
duce persons and objects, and thus she made her 
first attempts at painting and modelling. She 
advanced no farther in this respect than a score 
of other races in modern Africa. But, when by 
pictography she attained a kind of magical semi- 
writing, the consequences were incalculable. On- 
receiving a name, the written forms lived the same 
magic life as living beings. Ha-nng arisen from 
ideograms, then from phonetic signs, of a value 
independent of the characters or forms which were 
drawn, they retained the faculty of keeping alive 
the sounds which they -wished to express. .It was 
possible from that time to torite a name, and, by 
pronouncing the name on the -writing, to enclose 
it for ever mive -with all its magical powers in the 
signs traced by the band of man. Written magic 
was created. Henceforward aU that the voice 
had been able only to evoke, -writing could .^a:. 
Names and their powers were contained on a stone, 
on a board, or on a papyrus-leaf. The tables and 
‘conjuring books’ of priestly magic appeared. 
The thousand applications of the names of gods, 
spirits, forces, substances, the dead, belong, to the 
subject of magic iq.v.), and need not be enumerated 
here. But we must notice the chief consequences 
in order to understand the history of . names in 
Egyptian civilization. 

. (1) If an object or substance {c.g., a papyms-roU) 
contains -written names, each of the signs of the 
name has the same marvellous power as the soul 
of the person possessing the name. The essential 
condition is that during the -uTiting out the names 
are pronounced aloud; Hence the ability, to trans- 
fer the soul by contact or mingling to whatever 
the priest or sorcerer -wishes. A formula applied 



154 NAMES 

to the forehead, or, better stUI, boiled and diluted 
in a beverage, introduces into the body the ‘name- 
souls ’ of the gods or spirits whose names it con- 
tains. All countries have employed this method 
in their magic, hut it was Egypt that first prac- 
tised it. 

_ (2) Every ‘ resemblance ’ of a person may' become 
his exact equivalent by having his name inscribed 
on it (the name, of course, being pronounced during 
the operation) — t.g., the statues, figures, and figu- 
rines of temples and tombs, and the figures of the 
servants of the dead in the frescoes and bas-reliefs ; 
for the applications made by sorcery and magic see 
artt. Magic. 

The operntion of • making’ the name live ‘ often ran the risk 
of exposing the name, thus written, to the exorcism of an 
enemy. The prohibitive formulas were some protection against 
the danger. The hiding-place of the statues in the serdab of 
the Memphite tombs was another 'protection. Several isolated 
cases show greater ingenuity. Maspero (Guide Musie Caire, 
p. ' 225) cites a ushabti (or funerary statue), on which the 
engraved name 'of the dead man has been covered with a layer 
of enamel. The same precaution has perhaps been taken in the 
case of some of the wooden statues covered with thin painted 
stucco preserved in our Egyptian museums. 

(3) Other more curious examples show that the 
name, in its written form, could as a real material 
soul be incorporated with any object whatever, 
that it was instantaneously transformed into a 
person, or that it changed into a kind of talisinanic 
shelter which would hide and guard the life of the 
individual for ever. The most convincing examples 
are given in the Books of the Dead, . Both in 
funerary and in ordinary life they try to. enclose 
the name-soul in scarabtei (ef. Maspero, Guide, 'g. 
638) or in amulets and talismans (ef. Budge, Egyp. 
Magic, p. 160, and Gods of the Egyptians, i. Ml), 
of which the museums show ingenious varieties. 

The moat characteristic of these methods is undoubtedly 
the small stone cut into the shape of the hieroglyphic sign 
meaning ‘name’ (Cj), orrdn, with the name of the possessor 
engraved on it (cf. Ua^ero, Guide, p. 625). It is interesting to 
compare with these customs the passage in Bevelation (2r)) 
where it is said concerning the Church of Pergamos that the 
neophyte received ‘a white stone, and upon the stone a new 
name written, which no one knoweth but he that reoeiveth it.’ 

■ It is therefore the very souls of the persons 
whose names are written on them that those ran- 
figures contain. This explains (a) the sacred value 
of the royal statues in Amarna, representing the 
Pharaoh and his relatives holding tightly in their 
hands large talismans of this shape, on which are 
inscribed the names of the king and the god Atonu ; 
there could bo no surer means of securing for ever 
the union of the two substances, the divine and 
the royal ; (6) the numerous scenes in which' the 
king offers, as a valuable ea; veto, a tablet on which 
his name is inscribed ; he is consecrating his soul 
to his god ; (c) the abundance of tliose rdTis among 
the royal names' in the sacrifice scenes and on the 

iecea of sacred furniture.' Through time the 

arbarity of the primitive idea was softened, and 
what, was originally a work of divine sorcery was 
transformed into a proof of piety. We now under- 
stand the religious’ meaning of the Egyptian 
statues in which the worshippers unite their eternal 
destiny: with that of their god by kneeling and 
holding, not a representation of the god, but a 
tablet on which is engraved the ran, the divine 
name-soul; of their master. 

We- now seem to be far removed from those 
first ages of 'Egyptian magic, when a person hid 
his name in an object, as the hero Bitiu hid his 
soul* in the blossom of a tree ; and far from the 
strange magic of the Pyramid ’Texts, in which the 
name-soul of the king animates hiscroivns, weapons, 
throne, and the parts of his dress, where it is min- 
gled wnth the name-souls of the gods. Thus the 
kings of Egypt, like those of Dahomey, passed their 
divine souTinto their staff or their sceptre of power. 
Nevertheless the mystic scene of the ashau tree 
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shows us that at the height of the classical period 
the king was led on the coronation day in front of 
the god-tree at Heliopolis— the tree in which one 
of the souls of Atumu dwelt— and that there his 
name was engraved on the fruits of the tree. The 
name-soul thus penetrated into the eternal sub- 
stance of the god and there mingled its destiny for 
ever. Over a score of bas-reliefs prove the surnval 
of such ceremonies as late as the XXth dynasty. 
But, as a matter of fact, during the historic period 
these rites were simply traditional ceremomes to 
which only a symbolical value was attached ; and 
we may be sure that, in the coronation ceremony, 
as in the family-worship of the dead, ‘ to make the 
name live’ had acquired the high- meaning of 
commemoration which it has in our own day. 

6. Names and creation.-^As we said above, from 
the neolithic age ' to the classical period Egypt 
passed through the successive conceptions to be 
seen arising and evolving in the -various rdigions 
of non-civilized races. Like the most ‘primitive’ 
of those, ancient Egypt was acquainted with the 
vague ‘ sky-god,’ indistinguishable from' the su'b- 
stance of the sky, the general author of life and 
death. The great Horus of the earliest legends, 
the god Anhuri, the, thunder- god Minn, giver of 
the rain which engenders life, the . mysterious 
Atumu hidden in the primordial water; and ten 
others of the same kind were distributed among 
the local religions of pre-historic Egypt. In order 
to organize and vivify inert matter, ana to ‘ create,’ 
man had believed that he obtained the fertilizing 
substance from himself, from his sweat or his tears 
i (Homs), his saliva (Knumu and Hikit), or his 
semen (Atumu) when he was imagined as of the 
! male sex. A second, more advanced, theory 
believed in birth by the supreme god. There were 
sky-goddesses (the pre-historic Nuit, Hathor, 
Mihit, Neith, and the pre-historic Isis) who were at 
first believed to be capable of conceiving by their 
own energy, then (in a more learned theory) fecun- 
dated by an exterior divine principle (hence, e.g., 
the common idea of coiv-goddesses suckling human 
beings, then fecundated in their turn by the son- 
god to whom they have given birth ; cf. the final 
theory of the sky-goddess ' represented as a cow, 
suckling the sun in the form of a calf, which, 
having become a bull, is the ‘husband of his 
mother’’ and fecundates her with' a constantly 
renewed life). Such theories gradually gave place, 
partly at least, to clearer theories, in which _man, 
understanding the r61e of the sun better, assigned 
the first place to that luminary, who, however, 
still used material effort, or at least action, in order 
to create. This stage, which non-civilized races 
never surpassed, the Egyptians exceeded by a long 
way through their knowledge of names, and their 
ability to deduce from them. Finding in the 
omnipotence of the chanted voice, and consequently 
in the power of the name; the solutions of the prob- 
lems of primitive races, the Egyptians decided that, 
if names are the vital substances, of all beings, it 
was by names that creation was effected. The 
latent life was organized by the god, who, by pro- 
nouncing the names of all personalities and entities, 
created them. The vibrations of energy, co-ordi- 
nated in sonorous waves, formed chanted words, 
attracted matter, and animated it with as many 
different forms as there were names; It was at 
Hermopolis that theology arrived at this clever 
idea, and Thoth (later Hermes Trismemstns) wm 
‘ the god who created by the voice.’ This fact is 
important for the origin of systenis infinitely more 
philosopbical which came to light later — e.g., 
Pythagoras’s system of numbers. . 

y. The name of the Eternal. — If the name is the 
diidnely originated particle wlzich animates every 
living thing, Egyptian theology, proceeding from 
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one difficulty to another, had to face the problem 
of the origin of the creator-god himself. Like 
Genesis and the ancient demiurgies, it could not 
believe that the god pre-existed before matter and 
tried to imagine how he freed himself from it in 
order afterwards to organize it. The most impor- ' 
tant of the Egyptian texts on this point is ch. ! 
xxviii. of the Book of the Dead, where the supreme ! 
god, in order to show himself and to obtain posses- 
sion of his o^vn person, utters his name himself, 
and at the same moment exists apart from matter 
(cf. Budge, • Gods of the Egyptians, i. 307, and 
Erman, Egyp. Religion, p. 166). 

Having arrived at this point, the theory of names 
entered a new phase, less limited , by verbal magic, 
in which the crudeness of the primitive data was 
transformed until it reached a high stage of refine- 
ment. The divine name tended to become a poiyer 
rather than a material soul; and, as Egyptian 
theology realized bettor the many aspects of the 
god and his energies, it saw that this power, single 
m its essence, was multiple in its manifestations. 
It explained the matter by teaching that the god 
had as many name-souls ■ as he had attributes or 
functions (dperaf). Hence legends like that of the 
sun creating his names in order to organize his 
powers as master of the universe ; hence the series 
of names possessed by the chiefs of the divine 
world ; and hence the necessity that man should 
know those names of his gods and the value of 
enumerations and lists. The range of such 
a principle was considerable. Round primitive 
divinenames(we are speaking only of their unhidden 
names) new secondary names described their divine 
activities. They created gods ‘one in several 
persons,’ and the theological task was refined and 
perfected from century to century. In spite of the 
difficulty of such researches, Egyptology can now 
find out the oldest names of the great gods of pre- 
historic ■ Egypt j it has recovered for_ each of the 
independent nations the old primordial gods, the 
general author of life and master of invisible things, 
the slty-gods represented as a hawk (Horns, 
Montu), an eagle (Minu, Anhuri), a ram (Knuniu, 
Amonu), or, if they are goddesses, as a vulture 
(Mauit), a cow (Nmt, Hatlior, Mihit), etc. Their 
names expressed a pure and simple quality ; ‘ The 
hlysterious,’ ‘The Hidden,’ ‘The very Strong,’ 

‘ He who is on High,’ etc. But, in proportion as 
divine intervention ceased to be confined to vague 
initial functions, and as its beneficent and active 
r61e multiplied in definite activities, so the name- 
souls ' multiplied also, and created the series of 
‘ secondary persons ’ of the god. .The separate func- 
tions were at first probably quite humble. _ Khonsu, 
called Nofirhotpu, was a healer and exorcizer, while 
Khonsu, named Pairisakhru, replied by oracles, and 
Khonsu, ‘ the brilliant dweller in Thebes,’ magi- 
cally protected the products of the earth. _ Time 
modified what was originally too material in this 
division of the powers of Khonsu. ■ The powers of 
the gods contained in their divine names became 
especially aids and divine virtues. In the case of 
the great gods their number was augmented by aU 
that was expected from them on the earth. _ The 
list of these names gradually included all the ideas 
of the Egyptian on the Beiov. At the same time, 
if each of the names continued to make a new soul 
for the god, these souls gradually became merely 
manifestations, for the sake of the material world, 
of a single soul, whose names are pious epithets. 
AlS the same task was carried on for each of the 
great local gods, no means of fusion was more 
efficacious in multiplying hypostases. It is no 
exaggeration to say that the evolution of the r6Ie 
of the name has played a part of the greatest 
importance in tlie history of Egyptian syncretism. 

8. Names of children of the gods.— In the case 


of human beings a parallel evolution appears. 
Royal, feudal, and priestly names had at first been 
simple magical statements of the bond uniting 
the god to the person who bears a theophoric or 
theogenic name. They had protected with their 
mysterious power those on whom , they had been 
conferred. Later they had established the delega- 
tion of power possessed by the representative of the 
gods on the earth. The modem Negus of Abyssinia, 
who at his coronation took the name of - ‘ He who 
watches on the Frontiers,’ simply did what . the 
Pharaohs of ancient Egypt did (cf. Kinq [Egyptian]). 
But a day came when the coronation names of these 
kings lost their power of materially mingling with 
the magical souls of the gods to indicate the moral 
rdle, of justice and beneficence, which the kings 
expected to inherit from them on the earth (of. 16.). 
The names of the feudal nobility and those of the 
servants of the gods underwent similar changes as 
each had his task pointed out in this world by the 
divine organizers of the Ki<rpot (see Dualism 
[Egyptian]). 

There is no doubt that a similar course was taken 
by the ideas connected with the names of ordinary 
mortals. Theophoric names (apocopated or not) 
and names taken from those of the king had the 
same erode magical beginnings ; they , gradually 
became a sign of piety and devotion towards the 
sovereign or divine patron. With those who took 
the names of the deceased ancestors of the family 
the idea might have been to revivify those names ; 
but it was no longer in the sense attributed to it 
by primitive peoples ; it was for the same purpose 
which we have to-day when , we call our mildren 
after those whom we have loved and who are no 
more. 

When formal magic thus gave up its rights in 
the power of names and its irresistible efieot3,’the 
Egyptian metaphysics of the last twelve centuries 
took up the study of the matter. The virtues of 
the names passed from the Hermopolitan demiurgy 
into the refined systems of Hermesianism and Tris- 
megistus, whence they spread to the ancient 
classical world of the Mediterranean. But in the 
low levels of human thought popular magic clung 
firmly to the original ideas. It persisted in seek- 
ing evocation by the names of the forces which it 
wished to subject, and did not fear, to subjugate 
even the gods of good to the service of the absurd 
or of the individual passions. Extended gradually 
towards the gods of evil, it spread its ‘Egyptian 
sorceries’ in the empire, and, surviving after the 
old religions from which it arose, continued to our 
day its puerile or hateful pursuits. It shows by its 
recent successes in handling the names in the lists 
of demonology that, if there are stiU any ‘ primitive 
people’ in this world, they are not necessarily 
to be looked for among uncivilized races. 

Literattok.— J. H. Breasted, Ancient Becords oj Egypt, 
Chicago, 1905-07, iv. 763, 906, 9251.; E. A. W. Budge, 
Egyptian Magic^, London, 1901, pp. 150-173, Qodt of the Egyp- 
tians, do. 1904, i. 301-316, Oti\-is and the Egyptian Eesurrection, 
London and Ifew York, 1911; A. Erman, A Handbook of 
Egyptian Eeligion, Eng. tr., London, 1907, L\fe in Ancient 
Egypt, Eng. tr., do. 1894, p. lB6fl. : G. Foucart, ‘La Eeligion 
et I'art dans I’Egypte ancienne,’ Bemie dee I'd^cs, 15th Nov. 
1903, pp. 1-37, Hist, des religions et mithode comparative, Paris, 
1913, ch. V. : E. Lefdbure, ‘I,e Chapitre “Que mon nom 
fleurisse,’” 3/flurfn«, viii. [1008) 217, 235 ; G. Maspero, Etudes 
de mythologie et Warehiologie igyptiennes, Paris, 1893-1011, 1. 

igyptol. i.) 101, 375, and ii. (=f5. ii.), 207, 310, Hist 
ancienne des pevptes de I'Orient classigue,' do.’ 1895-99, 1. 162, 
263, Guide du visiteur au JUusie du Caire, Cairo, 1916, pp. 524, 
628, 550 ; _E. N avjlle. The old Egyptian Faith, Eng. tr., London, 
1909, ch. iv. ■ GeOEGE FOUCAET. 

NAMES (Hebrew). — I. lETRODUCTlOE. — A 
few well-attested names have sundved from the 
earliest centuries of the Hebrew, nation, a far 
larger number from various periods of the monarchy 
i (c. 1050—586 B.C.) and again from certain periods 
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between the Exile and the Fall of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70. Even before the last date, and still more 
subsequently, the growing practice of naming 
children after relatives, especially the grandfather ^ 
— a practice which was little if at all in vogue 
amon^ the Hebrews before the 5th cent. B.C.“ — 
and also the practice of reviving distinguished 
names of the past,* and the incursion of foreign 
names {e.g., Persian, Greek, Roman), were leading 
to a great falling off in the creation of Hebrew 
names, at all events of such names as were' really 
fresh and not mere abbreviations or modifications 
of existing names. The present survey, therefore, 
takes nothing more than incidental notice of 
Jewish names after a.d. 70.^ 

Names are principally (1) names of places, and 
(2) names of persons ; (3) a third class, tribal or 
clan names, consists of names in large part closely 
related to one or other of the first two classes. The 
names of a large number of places occupied in 
historical times by the Hebrews are knowm ; but it 
is certain that many of them were in e.xistence 
before the Hebrews settled in Canaan, and it is 
probable that with few exceptions the place-names 
of ' Canaan mentioned in the Bible Avere given by 
Semites indeed, but not by that particnlar branch 
of Semites known to ns as Hebrews. The discus- 
sion of these names falls outside the present 
article,® which will be concerned only with personal 
names. 

The sources of our knowledge of Hebrew names 
are' mainly three: (1) the OT; (2) the Aramaic 
pajjyri® discovered at Elephantine (and Assuan), 
which contaih the names of several hundred Jews 
living at Elephantine in the 5th cent. B.c. ; (3) 
Bab^onian business documents,’ especially those 
found at Nippur and dating from the reigns of 
Artaxerxes I. and Darius ir. (464-404 B.C.). Ex- 
cept in special instances, names from these sources 
•will be cited >vithout reference ; but, unless the 
context already makes the provenance of a name 
clear, the Elephantine names will be distinguished 
by the addition of (Egyp.), the Babylonian 
by the addition of (Bab.). The Biblical names 
can easily be traced in Hebrew dictionaries or 
Biblical concordances,® the Egyptian and Baby- 
lonian in the indexes to the works of Sayce and 
Cowley, of Sachau, and of HUprecht and Clay 
cited in the footnotes. In addition to the OT, 
such literary sources as the extra-canonical litera- 
ture of the Jews contain some names not otherwise 
known ; and to the discovery of ostraka at Samaria 
we are indebted for knowledge of an important 

1 G. B. Gray, Studies in Hebrew Proper Names (cited here- 
after 08 HPN), p. 2 S. 

s 16. ; also, in further detail and with some correction, G. B. 
Gray, ‘ Children named after Ancestors in the Aramaic Papyri 
from Elephantine and Assuan,’ in Studien zur semitischeh 
Fhilologie . . . Julius Wellhausen . . . gewidmet, Giessen, 
1914, p. 163 ff. 

s jBPJT, p. 7, with the references in n. 1. 

4 For these names see L. Zunz, Namen der Juden (1837), 
reprinted in Gesammelte Sehriften, Berlin, 1876, it 1-82 ; H. P. 
Chajes, Beitrage zur nordsem. Onomatologie, Vienna, 1900. 

6 The present writer has discussed them elsewhere ; see EBi, 
8307-3320, where (S30S) evidence is given for the statement 
above that many place-names were certainly pre-Hebraic. 

6 A. H. Sayce and A. E. Cowley, Aramaic Papyri discovered 
at Assuan, London, 1906 (with index of the proper names); 
E. Sachau, Aramdiseke Papyrus und Ostraka aus Elephantine, 
Leipzig, 1911 (also with index of proper names). 

7 H. V. Hilprecht and A T. Clay, ‘ Business Documents of 
MurashO Sons of Nippur,’ in Series A : Cuneiform Texts of the 
Babylonian Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, vols. 
ix., X., Philadelphia, 1893-1904 ; and A. T. Claj-, University of 
Pennsylvania, The Museum Publications of the Babylonian 
Section, vol. ii. no. 1, do. 1912. _ A few Jewish names of the 
reigns of Cyrus and Darius are given in K. L. TaHgvist.^Aciz- 
babylonisches Namenbuch, Helsingfors. 1905; cf. S. Daiches, 
The Jews in Babylonia in the Time of Ezra and Nehemiah ae- 
e^ing to Babylonian Inscriptions, London, 1910. 

STo facilitate reference Biblical names will generallj- be 
cited by the forms given in the EV; to which recognized dots 
under letters and the sign ‘ for p will sometimes be added. 


group of Hebrew names assigned by the discoverers 
to the 9fch cent. B.c, ; unfortunately no facsimiles 
of the ostraka have yet been published nor have 
the inscriptions been systematically edited, and we 
remain dependent on merely provisional informa- 
tion.’ _ A certain number both of names knoivn 
from literary sources and of others not so known 
have been found on seals, coins, etc.’ 

The material furnished by all these sources is 
considerable ; but there are difficulties in the use 
of it, and consequent uncertainties in conclusions 
derived^ from it, which should at the outset be 
briefly indicated. (1) Proper names are peculiarly 
liable to corruption in the process of transcription ; 
and a comparison of the forms in the Hebrew text 
and the Greek version of the OT shows how fre- 
quently as a matter of fact Hebrew names pre- 
served in literary sources have been misread.’ 
Names derived directly from the cuneiform tablets, 
the Samaritan ostraka, or the Egyptian papyri are, 
of course, exempt from this particular danger, 
though occasional examples of obvious mistakes of 
the scribe or engraver^ are found. But even with 
these names we have to allow for uncertainties 


of decipherment; these may arise from injury to 
-the material on which the names are 4vritten or 
inscribed, or from the ambiguity of certain signs — 
e.g., in the Egyptian papyri the letters d and r are 
quite indistinguishable. (2) The chronology of 
names is frequently uncertain. There are in this 
connexion two distinct questions : (a) When was a 
given name first formed ? ; (5) To what date is a 
particular use of the name to be assigned? In 
general with regard to (a) we can rarely assert 
more than that a given name had been first formed 
as early'as such and such a date — the date, namely, 
of the first person to bear the name. . Question (6) 
turns on the character or trustworthiness of docu- 
ments ; e.p., granted that the , papyri are genuine, 
it is certain that the name Penuliah (n’^wo), though 
unknovvn to the OT, had been created as early as 
the 5th cent. B.C., for it occurs several times in the 
Elephantine papyri. So also, granted the correct- 
ness of the text,- the name (xabael (To 1’) -ivas 
created as early as the date of the book of Tobit — 
say the 3rd cent. B.C. ; but, in -view of the general 
character of that book, the genealogy in which this 
name occurs cannot be described as good evidence 
that Gabael was as ancient as the 9th cent. B.C., to 
which the story refers it. So also many names 
referred in Chronicles to periods centuries earlier 
than that work, or in P to the Mosaic age, can- 
not safely be accepted as possessing the antiquity 
attributed to them: some of them may be verv 
ancient, some almost certainly are not; but all 
that can safely be affirmed is that they are at least 
as ancient as the book of Chronicles in the one case, 
and as the source P in the other.® (3) Even when 
a name can be read with certainty, and its age 
determined, its meaning may be obscure or am- 

1 See D. G. Lyon’s art. in the Harvard Theological Review tor 
January 1911, based on information supplied by the excavator, 

G A. Keisner; The Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly 
Statement, Aprii 1911, pp. 79-83 (S. R. Driver) ; Revue Bf- 
bligue, April, 1911, pp. 290-293 (F. M. Abel); Q. B. Gray, ExpT 
xxvii. [1916) 67-62. . . , 

2 M. A. Levy, Siegel und Uemmen, Leipzig, 1869, c. hi. Slesvl 
mit althebraischen Inschriften * ; F. W, Madden, Coins of the 
Jews, London, 1903 ; cf. G. A. Cooke. Text-book of AorfA 
Semitic Inscriptions, Oxford, 1903 ; M. Lidzbarski, HandlnM 
der nordsemitische Epigraphik, Berlin, 1893, and Ephemei^, 
i.-iii. [Giessen, 1900-12) ; Acad6mie des Inscriptions et BelUs- 
Lettres, Repertoire d'Epigraphie simitigue, i. and iL, Paris, 

3 See, e.g., the notes to the lists of names in HPN, pp. 277- 
310 or cf. the equivalents in Hatch and Redpath's Concordance 
to' the LXX (Supplement i.). The extent of corruption 
however, exaggerated by T. K. Cheyne (-EBi. 

Bibliea, etc.): see G. B. Gray, ’ The . . . Textual TradlUon of 
Hebrew Proper Names,’ in JQR xiiL [1900-01] 875-S9L 
4Cf. Lidzbarski, Handbueh der nordsem. Epigraphxx, p. 
128 f. 

8 See HPN, ch. liL 
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biguous. As a matter of fact, the meanings of 
many Hebre^Y names remain quite uncertain, and 
some apparently obvious and straightforward 
names are ambiguous ; e.g., does Azaniah mean 
‘God hears,’ or, as Nbldeke thinks, ‘ God weighs’ ? 
Either meaning is possible enough ; the root jm, 
‘to hear,’ is familiar, though the verbal form in 
use is Hiphil, not Kal ; the verb jjn, ‘ to weigh,’ is 
not actually found in Hebrew literature, but its 
existence is perhaps attested by d'und, ‘ scales.’ 
Even when the etymology of a name is clear and 
unambiguous and the meaning in part clear, the 
complete meaning may remain ambiguous. Aza* 
riah means ‘ Jahweh has helped ’ ; but whom 1 and 
how ? Such uncertainties can only be limited in 
proportion as it is possible to group and classify 
names. Before leaving this question of ambiguity, 
it should be remembered that the same name 
probably acquired different ranges of meaning at 
different periods and in different circles ; and that 
the continued existence of some names was prob- 
ably promoted by the ease with which the sense 
in which they might be understood could be modi- 
fied. The various stories of the naming of children 
show how easily the real etymologj', even if fairly 
obvious, could be set aside in favour of a false one. ! 
Samuel really meant ‘ name of God’ : ^ but it might ! 
be, given by some one who “wished to record that I 
the child had been ‘asked of God’ (1 S 1“). Jesus j 
or Joshua certainly had originally no reference 
to deliverance from sin (Mt I-'), though it is | 
not inconceivable that in certain circles even 
before the Christian era the name was sometimes 
chosen because this meaning had been imported 
into it. 

Owing to the various uncertainties and ambig- 
uities arising from the causes just indicated, it is 
obviously unwise to base any far-reaching conclu- 
sions on a single name, especially if that name is 
but once attested. Guided by this consideration, we 
may proceed first to a genem survey of the mean- 
ings of Hebrew names, reserving for the close of 
our discussion some reference to their chronological 
distribution, and some account of one or two 
special problems. 

II. CLASSIFJCA.TIOS. — Hebrew names may be 
classified in respect of their formation,® as (i.) 
simple, t.c. consisting of a single element — e.g., 
'IVkesh, ‘crooked’ ; or (ii.) compound, i.e. consist- 
ing of more than one element— e.g., Nathanael, 

‘ God has given.’ Compound names are most com- 
monly, like the example just cited, sentences; 
simple names are commonly epithets ; but some 
compounds are epithets — e.g., Obadiah, ‘servant 
of Jah(weh),’ and others in which the two elements 
are nouns in the genitive relation, and a large 
number of simple names .are sentences or are 
derived from sentences ; such, e.g., are those which 
consist of the 3rd pers. sing, of a verb; e.g., 
Nathan, ‘ (he) has given.’ The example just cited 
is really an abbreviation of such statements as 
‘God (or Jahweh) has given,’ which fuller state- 
ments also occur as proper names (Nathanael, 
Elnathan, J[eh]onathan). Occasionally at least 
the same individual was knoum by both the longer 
and the shorter form ; thus Ahaz, king of Judah, 
is named by the fuller form Jehoahaz in an inscrip- 
tion of Tiglath-pileser. So also in the Elephantine 
papyri n'cno and nona interchange, n’noaD once 
appears as noao (see the notes in Sayce-Cowley on 
A. 9, D. 36), and jw na mro of Sachau 4® is probably 
identical with pj aa nmyD of Sayce-Cowley H. 16, 

1 Apainst Borao recent attempts to explain the name other- 
wise, see S. R. Driver, Notes em Ous Hebrew Text of the Books of 
SamveP, Oxford, 1913, pp. 16-19. 

3 Into details as to the various grammatical forms of the com- 
pound names it is impossible to enter here ; see HPN under 
* Grammatical Structure of Compound Names,' in the Index ; 
and EBi, s.v. ‘ Names' (§§ 20-23, 76-79). 


J. 17. But, generally speaking, such longer and 
shorter forms are distinct names applicable to 
different people. Another considerable class of 
names' (caritatives) ^ consists of abbreviations or 
modifications, of what were originally sentence- 
names in which one element is not simply omitted 
but is replaced by an ending, some modification 
especially in the vocalization often taking place in 
the other element also ; in this way it is probable, 
e.g., that many names in k — are to be explained ; 
thus Shimea (kjids’) is probably an abbreviation of 
Shemaiah (n’yaty), Abda (may) of Obadiah or 
Abdeel, or the like. In so far as such abbreviated 
or modified forms retained their meaning, it was 
the meaning of -the sentences of which they were 
abbreviations that they •would naturally express 
and suggest, though many such forms may of 
course have been peculiarly liable to be used also 
with fresh meaning alien from their actual etymol- 
OCT. Further probable examples of modifications 
of what were originally sentences are to be found, 
e^., in names of the form Icatt'&l : thus Zacour, 
Btasshub, Jaddua', Malluch, Naljum, 'Azzur, 
’Akkub, Sadduc (Jos. Ant. xviil. i. 1), Shallum, 
Shammua' ; the frequently recurring ® and pm * 
of the Elephantine papyri may some or all be 
modifications of Zachariah, H&'Shabiah, Jeda'iah, 
Malchiah, Nehemiah, ‘Azariah, 'Akabiah (of. Aq- 
bi-ia-a-ma [Bab.] and Phcen. Bel'akab), Zedekiah, 
Shelemiah, Shema'iah, Gedaliah, Nethaniah re- 
spectively, and should in that case be interpreted 
accordingly, ‘(Jahweh) has remembered,’ ‘re- 
garded,’ ‘ knoivn,’ etc.® Differently vocalized, 
some of these names might be passive participles 
or adjectives ; * in that case they would be epithets,' 
and Zacur (not Zacour) would mean ‘ remembered,’ 
'Azur (not ’Azzur) would mean ‘ helped ’ ; Gadol 
(not Gaddnl), though it would still be ambiguous 
(see below), might mean ‘great.’ But for the 
existence of names of the form hxtfOX we do not 
rest only on the vocalization of MT ; for (1) many 
Greek forms contain the reduplicated middle con- 
sonant : so ZaKxovp, 'Akkov^, XaWovft, l^apfiove in the 
LXX, and ZoSSouxos and JaBSovs in Josephus ; (2) 
the passive participles from the roots appearing in' 
Shallum and Nabum would be not Snalum and 
Nakum but MeshuUam, which frequently appears 

1 E. Renan, ‘Dea Noma thSophorea npocop^ea,' In iLET v. 
161 IF. ; Noldeke, art 'Names,' in EBi, §5 49-57; Lidzbarsld, 
'Semitiscbe Eosenamen,’ in Eph. ii. 1-23. 

3 To bo voealized, perhaps, GaddCl, NattCn, rather than GadAl 
(Bayce-Cowley), Nathun, though in the latter, as in other similar 
names, the Babylonian forms commonly show only the single 
middle radical ; e.g., Na-tu-nu, A-ku-bu, Za-bu-du ; an instance 
of the reduplication In Bab. is Ba-at-tu-ru ; cf. the Biblical Hno 
pointed unip in MT, but probably enough originally pronounced 
HbP. 

s Cf. Lidxbarski, op. oil. p. 21, from whom most of the 
examples given above have been cited. It is worth observing 
that most of these names first appear relatively late; an 
isolated early example would be the name of David's contem- 
porary, if this were pronounced not piny (MT; E'V 'Zadok') 
but, as in some MSS of the LXX, XafiSovie (cf. P. de Lagarde, 
Bildung der Nomina, Gottingen, 18S9, p. 2270.) like the 
XoiSovicos of a later age cited above. The name pis of the 
Elephantine papyri in view of the consistent absence of the I 
Is probably neither Zadok (Sayce-Cowley) nor Zadduk, but pny, 
resembling in form |p), Nathan, cited above. Similarly tte 
Gileadite usurper (c. 746 n.o.) may have been named (2 K- 
16W), i.e. Bhillem, rather than DW(2 K 161S-S6) ; T.XY has con- 
sistently in 2 K 151M5 SoAAijfr, not ns, e.g., in 1 Oh 2“ of 
another person, SoXXov'm. So also dV», SekXTjfr of Jer 2211 nmy 
have been rather than as in 1 Ch 315. Apart from 
pns and CIVS' the earliest attested examples of names of the 
form katt&l are mip (Jer 2S1) and Dim (Nah N). Most of these 
names are confined to, but some of them are frequent in. 
Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah ; ni3l and JDSV also appear 
in P ; “Illy, "1131, DlViZ, and yiDC also occur, some of them 
frequently, in the Elephantine papyri, and Cipy and yiDtr in the 
Babylonian tablets. 

4 Cf. Noldeke, 'Names,' in EBi, § 66. 
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as a proper name, and Menuham.^ It may well be 
that some names like Hanun which are pointed 
in the MT as passiro participles were actually 
examples of the form mtt'&l, though Hanun in 
particular has the single n in BaWlonian dbcu- 
ments_(HiIprecht-Clay, ix. 27. 69). But these am- 
biguities, like many others connected with names, 
it IS rarely possible to eliminate ivith certainty in 
the case or particular examples; in general we 
may conclude that , some examples of both forms — 
TcatvM and haVU — were in use. It is impossible to 
enter here into other certain or possibm types of 
caritatives such as the form kattai, possiWy a 
further modification of an original Itaialyah, so 
that, e.g., Zaccai (’3 t) as well, as Zaccur would be 
derired from Zechariah. 

_ Sentence-names are almost all of religious 
significance; so also are some of the names that 
are epithets, especially such of these names as are 
compounds ; but epithets consisting of a single 
element are in many cases not of religious meaning. 
We may first survey those names which are simpler 
in form and secular or less markedly religious in 
meaning, passing then to those in which a religious 
meaning is at all events more obvious. 

i. Simple names or epithets.— Tlaeob may or 
may not mean ‘ one that takes hold of another by 
the heel,’ and the circumstances of the child’s birth 
may or may not have been as described in 6n 26^; 
but the story is good evidence that the circum- 
stances of birth might suggest a child’s name. So, 
again, though it is wholly improbable that Esau 
means ‘ red,’ and not certain that it means ‘ hairy,’ 
Gn 25“* indicates that the physical appearance of 
the new-born child might suggest its name. Some 
of the Hebrew names have more or less clearly 
meanings that suggest such origins. 

I. Circumstances of birth.— (a) Yathom, Yath- 
omah, and, less clearly, Yathma® — names which j 
occur in the Elephantine papyri — mean ‘ orphan ’ 
or ‘ fatherless,’ and they were probably given to j 

osthumous children. NSldeke would interpret 

otham and 'AVkub (OT; Egyp. ; Bab.) in the 
same way; but both these names are ambiguous and 
may be quite differently explained (see above for 
'Al^ub, and ii. (4) below for Jotham). The mother 
of 'Azubah, ‘forsaken,’ may have died in child- 
birth. 

(6) One or other of two children bom at a birth 
might be called Thomas (man), twin ’ ; and a small 
group of names is perhaps to be explained of the 
relationship established by the birth : Ahab means 
‘ father’s brother ’ ; Ahiam should perhaps be 
vocalized 'Abi’em, ‘mother’s brother’; Ahumai, 
if not rather a caritative, may mean ‘brother 
of my mother.’ ‘The idea is that the new- 
born child will at some future time stand by his 
mother, as if he were her brother’ (Noldeke, EBi 
iii. 3296). 

(c) Becher (i^s), if vocalized Bechor, would mean 
‘ first-born ’ ; but both this name and Bichri may 
rather be derived from laa, a young camel (of. 2 (e)). 
And, though Hakkatan may mean ‘ the youngest,’ 
it is doubtful whether the proper name is to be so 
explained (see 2 (6) below). 

(d) Among the elearest examples of this ivhole 
class are names that refer to the time of birth. 
5[aggai(OT; Egyp.; Bab.), a very popular name 
in and after the 6th cent., means ‘festal,’ i.e. bom 
at the feast; and the earlier attested woman’s 
name ^Taggith has the same meaning. Shabhethai 

1 It is interesting', it not also significant, to note the form 
hatiHl in modem names ; in Algiers Abdallah becomes JAbbfld, 
in Syria *Abd-el-Kadir becomes KaddQra (cf. in Algiers KaddQjr). 
See A. Socin’8 art. * Die arabischen Eigennamen* in ZDMG liib 
(1S993 482-485, who compares with these Arabic formations the 
Hebrew pjn, 

2 Of. PSBA, 1903, p. 259, where it is snggeBted that Yathom 
was originally read in 1 Ob 11*®. 


(OT; Egyp.; Bab.) means ‘Sabbatical,’ i.e. bom 
on the Sabbath ; cf. n'pzd (Saehau, Tafel 62, no. 1, 
col, ii. 4), 2oj3/So(oy (Jos. Anf. xin. iii. iv.), and 
Barsabbas (Ac 15^’). 5odesh, if rightly read in 
1 Ch 8“, may, like the more obvious Pheen. wiraa, 
mean ‘ one bom at the new moon ’ ; and possibly 
nos (MT, RV, Paseab) may mean ‘one bom at 
Passover’ (but see also under 2 (d)). 

(e) Place of birth or race suggested a few 
names: Jehudi, ‘Jew’; Judith, ‘Jewess’; Cushi, 
‘Ethiopian ’ ; Beeri, ‘belonging to (bom at) Beer’ ; 
Baalmeoni. (Samaritan ostraka), ‘belonging to 
(born at) Baalmeon.’ Most, however, of the 
numerous names ending in ’ — , f, are not gentilicia, 
bat caritatives. 

2 , Physical characteristics.— (o) Sex perhaps 
suggested the name Geher, ‘ man,’ or ‘ male ’ (cf. 
Job3»RV), 

(6) Size apparently is referred to in Hakkatan, 
‘the small one’ (rather than ‘the youngest’; see 
r (c)). Gadol (Egyp.), even if rightly punctuated 
' so, is rather a sentence with suppression of the 
j divine subject than an epithet, ,‘the large one.’ 

(c) There is more and better evidence that colour 
suggested names (cf. Gn 25“), though not all of the 
following are equally certain : Laban, Lebanah, 
Libni, Labani (Bab.) may all mean ‘ white ’ ; Haraz, 
‘yellow’; Zohar, ‘reddish white’; Shebarhor, a 
name probably oocnning on a Hebrew seal [JA, 
1883, m 156), ‘ black ’ (cf. Ca 1'). 

(d) Defects gave rise to another group of names, 
though again some of the following mi^t be ques- 
tioned : baldness suggested Rareab (to be vocalized 
Rereab) and, perhaps, ^orah; dumbness, Reresh; 
crookedness, Tkkesh ; scabbiness, Gareh ; leprosy, 
Zeru'ah. Gideon, Gideoni, like the Arabic fMcf'an, 
may mean ‘ maimed ’ ; Paseab, if vocalized Pisseab, 
would mean ‘ halting ’ (but see also under i {d)) ; 
’Ater (OT ; Egyp.), if vocalized TttSr, would mean 
‘ left-handed ’ ; but it is not improbably an ab- 
breviation. Rarim, Rarum, Rarumaph, may mean 
‘■ivitb slit nose.’ 

(e) Some of the rather numerous class of names 
derived from animals, plants, and various objects 
may have been given because the animal or object 
in question conspicuously suggested a physical 
characteristic detected in the infant or which it 
was desired the child should possess when grq^vh 
up. But in any particular instance the original 
cause of such names is generally ambiguous ; they 
may have reference not to physical characteristics, 
but to some accidental connexion of the object in 
question with the birth ; according to Wetzstein, 
a Bedawi girl was called ‘snow-flake’ hecause jt 
was snow at the time of her birth (cited in EBi iii. 
3300), and possibly the Hebrew Barak, ‘lightning,’ 
should be similarly explained ; in such cases the 
name should ' really be classed under (i). Names 
derived from animals, again, have often been ex- 

lained by social and religious developments (see 
elow). But; with this warning as to the uncertain 
cause of these names', we can as conveniently here 
as anywhere give illustrations of the general class 
of names derived from animals, etc. 

(a) Animals.— The majority of the proper namM 
derived from animals and mentioneu in the OT 
occur as names either of places or clans or of 
foreign individuals. As against some 80 such 
names of places, clans, or foreign individuals, there 
are at most some 20 of Hebrew individuals (ml 
pre-Exilic) ; these include Deborah, ‘bee’; Arab, 

‘ vulture ’ ; Zunri, probably derived from eemer, ‘a 
mountain sheep’ ; Jonah, ‘ dove ’ ; Zihiah, ‘gazelle ; 
Ruldah, ‘weasel’; 'Achbor, ‘mouse ; Shapham 
‘ rock- badger. ’ For other examples, many of which 
are uncertain, see BPN, p. 97 11. ... , , 

(/3) Plants . — ^Names of individuals denvM from 
plants are very few: Susanna, ‘lily,’ and Tamar, 
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date-palm,’ are among the clearest ; Hadassah, 
‘ myrtle Rimmon, the father {? individual or 
clan) of Baanah and Rechab, means ‘ pomegranate’; 
Zethan is derived from zayith, ‘olive.’ gi-il-lu- 
mu-tu (Bah.) may he identical with mo^n (Job 6®), 

* purslain ’ (?). ' ^ ' i > 

{7) Variotts objects . — BaVhnV means ‘pitcher’; 
gotham, ‘ seal ’ or ‘ simet-ring ’ ; Rizpah, ‘ pave- 
ment’; 'Achsah, ‘anklet’; Shoham, ‘onyx^ (or 
some other precious stone) ; geziah, ‘ cassia ’ ; 
Keren-happuch, ‘ box of antimony.’ Rebecca (MT 
Rih^ah) may, like the Arabic nbk, mean ‘a cord 
for tying lambs or Idds.’ ■ ' 

3. Mental and moral qualities. — Some names 
probably imply such qualities, and those not 
always of a desirable land; e.y., Nabal means 
‘fool.’ More intelligible are names denoting 
pleasantness, such as Na'dmi, Na'amah, Na'aman, 
xmless, indeed, some or all of these are rather con- 
nected with Adonis-worship. 

ii. Compound NAMES: names with a reli- 
gious MEANING, OR DERIVATIVES FROM SUCH 
NAMES. — Names of this class are more numerous 
than are those of class i., and they are far more 
frequently used ; whereas most of the names cited 
under i. are known to have been borne by one, or 
perhaps two, individuals, many of the names of 
this class are known to have been borne by several 
persons, and some of them by more than a dozen 
different individuals. 

It will he best to take primary account of the 
unabbreviated compound names— names, that is 
to say, in which both the subject and predicate of 
the sentence are expressed,' or, in the case of com- 
pound epithets, in which both construct and geni- 
tive are expressed. The abbreviated names may 
sometimes he cited to enforce points that are 
established by the unabbreviated forms. 

The subjects most frequently occurring in these 
sentence-names are (1) the pr^er name of the 
national God of the Hebrews, Jahweh, in one of 
several abbreviated forms (2) El, ‘god’; (3) 
Ba'al, ‘owner’; (4) Adohi, ‘lord’; (6) Melech, 
‘king’; (6) Ab(i), ‘father’; (7) Ah(i), ‘brother’; 
(8) Am(mi), ‘ kinsman ’ ; (9) S(h)em(u), ‘ name.’ 
Some rarer elements in compound names, such as 
ohcl, ‘ tent,’ may be disregarded here ; the others 
just citedTefer to some divinity ; whether they all 
refer to the same dmnity is discussed below. 

Of these subjects or divine elements in names, 
the most frequent is Jah(weh) ; the OT contains 
upwards of 150 different names -into which the 
element Jah(weh) enters, and mentions. over 600^ 

ersons whose names contain that element. The 

amaritan ostraka, the Elephantine -papyri, the 
Nippur tablets, and other sources add to this 
number both of names and of persons ; e.y., out of 
some 400 Jews named in the papyri between 150 
and 170 bear a name containing Jah(weh); Next 
to Jahweh, El is the most frequent divine element, 
the known personal names containing it and men- 
tioned in the OT numbering about -113 (including 
some tribal names) ; next in’ frequency ooriie com- 
pounds with Ah and Ah, each of these, however, 
entering into fewer than 25' names. Compounds 
with' Am, Ba'al, Melech, Aden, number less than 
a dozen each, and Shaddai, Zur; and Shem form 
each of them a part of two or three names only. 

1 In the OT W'and V(EV Jeho, Jo) at the beginning ol names, 
and and n' (EV ‘ -iah ') and occasionally v at the end ; in the 
Samaritan ostraka V at both the hcginning.and the end ol 
names ; in the Elephantine papyri W and once or twice nn’ at 
thebeginning, and .T atthe'end of names; on the Babylonian 
tablets from Nippur /a-a-6« at the beginning and ia-a-ma (pro- 
nounced lawa) at the end. 

2 This includes a number of persons mentioned in Ohronicles 
■who may be fictitious ; but the actual persons in question must 
number between 800 and 400 at least. 


A few fresh names! belon^ng to some of these 
classes, hut not recorded in the OT, can he gleaned 
from other sources ; hut the additions thus made 
to our knowledge are far less numerous than in the 
case of compounds with Jah(weh). ' ' 

We turn next to the kind of predicates attached 
to these subjects. 

(1) An interesting, and in some respects amhigu- 
: ous,- group consists of names which contain two of 
[ the divine terms, one being subject, the other pre- 
dicate, though another view is sometimes taken of 
t the relation of the two terms in some of these 
names. This group includes Eliah, Ahiel; Elf am, 
’Ammiel; Hiei (= Ahiel), Ahijah, Joah; Abijah, 

I Joab ; ElijaJi, Jo’el (probably); -Zuriel, Elizur, Zuri- 
shaddai ; Bealiah (MT, Ba’alyah) ; Adonijah ; Mal- 
i chiah ( = Malchiyah) ;'Elimelech, Malchiel ; Abime- 
I lech ; Ahimeleon. Somewhat similar are the names 
in which the personal pronoun, forms one of' the 
[elements: these are Elihu, ‘he is (my) god’’; 
Abihu; ‘he is (my) father’; Jehu, ‘He is Jahweh.’ 
Alongside of Abihu (ih’nn) as the name of a man 
we find in the Elephantine papyri ’.t 3« used exclu- 
sively as a woman’s name ; since this ought strictly 
to mean ‘She is (my) father,’ -hut cannot well 
actually do so; we should perhaps see in it merely a 
feminine form of a name whose original significance 
had-been lost. ■ 

i (2) As many of the epithet-names noted under 
i. have reference to the circumstances of the birth 
of the child, so also have a number of the sentence- 
names : they assert something of God in reference 
to the birth. _ Since, however, the Hebrew sentence-' 
names are incomplete, leaving the object of the 
transitive verbs that enter into them unexpressed, 
it is not, indeed, always possible to be certain that 
a particular name originally referred, to the birth 
of the child; and, again,. this very incompleteness 
of expression readily allowed any name, once it 
was current, to be used afresh ■with a different and 
xvider meaning than it originally possessed. But 
with these possibilities in view we may now group 
together some names that most probably referred 
primarily to the birth, taking next names that 
predicate other activities of the' deity, then those 
that attribute certain qualities to the deity, and 
then a sinall group in which the' deity is the object 
of the sentence. ' ■ 

• The object unexpressed but understood of the 
verbs meaning ‘ to give ’ used in proper names was 
primarily the new-'bom child. The' chief verbs in 
question are nathan, zabad, and pro'bably nadah 
the names are Jonathan, Nethaniah, Elnathan, 
Nathanael, Nethan(e)el, Nethanm'elech ; Elzabad, 
Jehozabad, Zebadiah ; Jonadab, Nedabiah, Ahina-; 
dab, Ahinadab. The same idea is expressed in some 
compound epithet-names which describe the, child 
as the gift of God : so Mattaniah, Mat(tat)hias,' 
Mattithiah, Zabdiel. From these names we find 
a number of others derived by abbreviation, with 
or without other modification : so 'Nathan, and 
perhaps )im (Egyp.), Mattan, Matthat, Mattenai, 
Nadab,' Zabad, Zabdi, Zabbud, Zabbai. 

The gift of the child' was often regarded as the 
answer to a petition that God had heard. Hence 
probably the names that predicate of God answer- 
ing (anah), hearing [shamd), listening (azanV) are 
closely related to those just discussed : such names 
are Ishmaiah, j;DS"in’ (Egyp.), Shemaiah, Hoshama 
(=Jehoshama), Elishama, Anaiah, Azaniah. A 
frequent derivative is Shammua (OT ; Egyp. ; 
Bab. ?). If Ananiah should he pointed Ananijah, 
‘ Jahweh has answered me ’ (Nbldeke), we have a 
more directly expressed confession of the mother. 

■Birth was also regarded as due to an act of 
remembrance on the part of God (Gn 30“) ; hence 

1 Abiba*al, Ba'alzamar, KbaQaxi*axn (Sam. ostraka) • 

(Egyp.). 
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perhaps we should class here compounds with 
zaJcar, ' remember,’ and h^shab, ‘ to take account 
of.’ These compounds include the very popular 
name Zachariah (OTj Egyp.) with its almost 
equally freq^uent derivative Zaccur, and ^asha- 
biah; perhaps also ^ashabniah (for IJashabani- 
yah, ‘ Jahwen has taken account of me’). 

The preceding names would be suitable for any 
child. , On the other hand, Pethahiah, ‘Jahweh 
has opened (the womb)’ (cf. Gn SO-f*), would point 
to a iirst-bom, while Eliasaph, ‘ God has added to, 
or increased (the family),’ would point to a younger 
member of the family; on the other hand, Josi- 
phiah, ‘ May Jahweh increase,’ would be applicable 
at the birth of a first-bom (Gu 30’^) or another, 
equally. Of similar meaning may be Benaiah, 
Benael (Bab.), ‘Jahweh (or God) hath built up’ 
(cf. Gn 30=). 

(3) It must suffice to refer briefly to some of 
the names that predicate other activities of God 
than those connected with birth ; as some of the 
names just mentioned may have taken on a wider 
reference, so some of these, such as Nehemiah, 
‘Jahweh has comforted,’ Kephaiah, Raphael, 
‘Jahweh (God) has healed,’ might, if we were 
more fully informed, be seen to have had originally 
a reference to birth. 

(o) The most general verbs ol activity are predicated of Qod, 
viz. 'osoA, ‘to work,’ ‘make,’ bara, ‘to create,’ in Eleasah, 
Asahel, Aeaiah, Jaasiel, Beraiah (only In 1 Ch 82i). (6) God 
interposes or exercises authority. He judges (Jenosnaphat, 
Shepnatiah, £3iahaphat, Tedoniah (Egyp. j), contends (Jehoiarib,' 
and probably. Israel, Seraiah), is king (Malchiah^.- (c) Qod helps 
(Azariah, Eleazar, Azareel), sustains (Semachiah, Ismachiah), 
carries (Amasiah ; cf. Is holds fast (Jehoahaz, Ahaziah), 
conceals (Elizaphan, Zephaniab), and strengthens (so, perhaps, 
Ezekiel, Hezekfah). (d) He delivers (Pelatiah, Elpalet, Eliphelet, 
Paltiel, Hoshaiah ; cf. Isaiah, Joshua, Jesus), redeems (Pedahel, 
Fedaiah, Fedabzur, Iphdeiab), guards (Shetnariah). He is with 
man (Immanuel ; Egyp. n’jop) to help them, or on their side 
(Bab. Jahulakim, Jabulunu). Much the same idea is expressed 
by saying that Jahweh is the place of shelter or refuge (Uahseiah 
(Egyp.)), Me’oziyj-ah (Egyp., and, if wo re-point Ma'aijah, 
Me'oziyyah also in OT), n’rtDho (Egyp.). , («) God brings back 
(EUashlb, Toyashib (Sam. ostraka]), or fs besought to return 
(cf. [?] Hu loss ; Shubael, Shebuel), dwells (among His people, 
Sbecaniab), blesses (Bereohiah, Jeberechiah, Barachel), is 
gracious to (Hananeei, Elhanan, ^ananiah, Jehobnnnn, Ba'al- 
^nan), , knows (Eliada, Beeiiada, Jehoiada, Jedaiab), and 
enlightens (Pekabiah) (them). 

(4) Qualities of God are literally or metaphori- 

cally, directly or indirectly, predicated in the 
following: He is strong (Amaziah), great (Geda- 
liah, Igdaliah, and perhaps Athaliah), good 
(Tobiah, Abitub, Ahitub), perfect (Jotham), high 
(Jehoram), incomparable (Mioaiah, Michael), just 
(Jehozadak, Zedekiah), kind (Hasadiah) ; he is 
light (Neriah, Abner), and fire (Urijah). In the 
ancient names compounded with Ah, Ah, and 'Am, 
it is asserted, if the obvious is the right inter- | 
pretation, that the divine subject is the dawn 
(Afiishahar),dew(Abital; cf. imi.n’,.ECTp.), pleasant- | 
ness (Abino' am, Ahino' am), death (Ahimoth). ■ ' 

(5) In a small number of names the deity is not 

the subject, but the object of the sentence, the 
subject being (even if not expressed) a human 
being or human beings. With these names may 
be classed certain compound epithets which imply 
that God is the obmct of man’s worship or the like.. 
Such names are Shealti-el, ‘I have asked God’; 
Elihoenai, ‘ Unto J ahweh are my eyes ’ (cf , Ps 123=') ; 
Hodaviah (OT and Egyp.), perhaps to be pointed 
Hoddiah, in which case it would mean ‘Praise ye 
Jahweh ’ and resemble somewhat the curious name 
of the Elephantine papyri Penuliah, ‘ Turn ye to 
Jah(weh);’ Another example, concealed by the 
Massoretic punctuation, is perhaps HAchaliah, 
wiiich, if pointed would mean ‘Wait for 

Jahweh.’ Of the epithets it may suffice to recall 
the frequent Ohadiah, and the less common Abdeel, 

‘ Servant of Jahweh (God).’ 

III. CBRONOLOGY.—ln the preceding general 


survey only occasional reference has been made to 
the chronology of the names ; here a little more 
may be said on the subject, though it is impossible 
to discuss it with any fullness. In the thousand 
ears or more covered by this survey it would only 
e natural to expect that certain changes took 
place ; and we can infer the nature of some of them 
with a tolerable degree of probability. Certain 
classes of names represented in the earliest periods 
^sappear or nearly disappear later ; others increase 
in popularity. If we accept the evidence of P on 
this point, compounds mtb Shaddai, the name of 
God which was, on the theory of P, character- 
istic of the patriarchal age, and Zur (Snr=Bock, 
obviously used as a name or epithet of God) were 
in use in the Mosaic age, but none is recorded 
later. We move on to surer ground when we say 
that compounds with Ah, Ah, and 'Am, which 
were rather frequent in the earlier periods, almost 
disappear after the 7th cent. B.C., two or three of 
each class' alone surviving, and fewif any fresh 
names of the class being created. The Biblical 
evidence on this point is discussed at length in 
HPN, p. 22 ff., and the conclusions there dravm are 
not appreciably afieeted by the fresh evidence that 
has since come to light. Thus, it is entirely in 
accordance with what the Biblical evidence leads 
us to expect that a fair sprinkling of these names 
is found in the Samaritan ostraka of the 9th cent. 
B.C. The only name of any one of these three 
classes that occurs with any frequency as that of a 
Jew in the Egyptian and Babylonian documents of 
the 5th cent, is Ahio or Ahijah (E^p. vns, Bab. 

I Ahi-ia-a-ma). The rest are mostly the names of a 
single person ; they are Abihu (and Abihi com- 
mented on above), Ahutab (= Ahitub), Ahiab 
(=Ahab), and a name unknoivn to the OT, iwas; 
the last is possibly a late formation, but probably 
not. Compounds with Ba'al, not infrequent in the 
Davidic age and, a century later, on the Samaritan 
ostraka, disappear altogether subsequently, except 
perhaps for one occurrence in the Babylonian tablets 
in the 6th cent. _(Ba-li-ia-a-ma), where, however, 
the first pliable is marked in Clay’s Index with a 
query. The compounds with melech are with one 
exception confined to the pre-Exilic period, though 
none of them even then occurred with any fre- 
quency; the exception is Malchiah, which wm 
popular after the Exile both' in Palestine and in 
Egypt. Infrequent in early times, compounds with 
adon and shem do not appear at all later. 

The only two classes of compounds that are at 
all frequent later — and both these kinds are very 
frequent — are compounds with Jah(weh)_ and 
with El. Both classes were ancient, though in the 
earliest period, if we may safely draw conclusions 
from the book of Judges, they formed at first a 
very small proportion of the names in use ; by the 
age of David, however, they together formed about 
a fifth, in the Samaritan ostraka about a quarter, 
and at the end of the 7th cent. B.C. more than 
two-thirdSj'of the names in use. If this very high 
proportion is somewhat lessened again later, it 
is not because older and discarded classes again 
became popular, but because caritatives (abbrevia- 
tions) formed from names of this class gained in 
popularity; names like Menahem, Meshullam, 
Zaccur, Snillem; or Shallum occur with great fre- 
quency in the Elephantine papyri; but, though 
toe deity is not expressly named in them, they 
diifer totally from most of the names of one 
element in earlier times. _ 

- In toe relative popularity of compounds with El 
and compounds with Jahiveh there is some fluctua- 
tion; after an. earlier period in which the more 
ancient compounds with El must presumably have 
preponderated over compounds with Jahl-weh), the 
fatter already in the Davidic period are more fre- 
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quent, and become increasingly so: among Jere- 
miah’s contemporaries compounds with Jah(weh) 
occur six times as often as those -with El. After 
that we can trace a difference of development 
among different groups of Jews ; with the Jews of 
Elephantine compounds with Jah(weh) are still 
very frequent, and apparently a few fresh names 
of the type were created by t.hem ; but compounds 
with El have virtually disappeared, for the little 
special group of compounds with Bethel (see below) 
are different in character. On the other hand, at 
the same period in Nippur we find unmistakable 
JeAvish names containing El as Avell as Jah, and 
probably compounds Avith El Avere there and then 
relatively to the compounds Avith Jah(Aveh) more 
numerous than in Palestine before the Exile. But 
in the post-Exilic Palestinian names Ave also note 
a renewal in the popularity of compounds Avith El ; 
compounds Avith Jah still very largely outnumber 
them, but the disproportion is perceptibly less than 
before the Exile. 

Names derived from animals, never frequent as 
personal names, are as such not found after the 
Exile; and more generally we may observe that 
the proportion of epithet-names is much smaller in 
the latest than in the earliest periods. 

IV. Conclusion. — To Avhat extent do these 
changes cast light on developments in JeAvish 
religion? Does the practical elimination of all 
classes of compounds except those containing El 
and Jah point to the abandonment of other Avor- 
ships? To Avhat extent do the names of any period 
reflect 'Israel’s polytheism’? It Avill be possible 
to offer only a few brief remarks on these questions. 

In the animal-names some, and pre-eminently 
W. K. Smith,' have found traces of totemism. 
That about a hundred places, clans, or persons, 
some belonging to, others not belonging to, Israel, 
named in the OT have names more or less clearly 
identical with or derivative from names of animals 
is altogether insufficient by itself to prove the 
existence of totemism. On the other hand, if other 
evidence tends to show that totemism may lie 
behind Hebrew social organization and religion,- 
this Avould also satisfactorily explain certain 
features of the group of animal-names in the OT 
— and in particular the relatively small number of 
those that attach to individuals. Of this small 
number, four occur in the 7th cent., and may be 
connected AAuth the existence, perhaps the recrud- 
escence, of certain animal superstitions of which 
there is evidence. 

We have references enough in the OT to the 
lapses of the Israelites into idolatry, to their 
forsaking of JaliAveh forBa'al, Moloch (=Melech), 
Astarte, and others ; and we might expect to find 
in the names of the OT also abundant evidence of 
this. As a matter of fact, there are a few names 
compounded with Ba'al and Melech ; on the other 
hana, there is none compounded with Astarte, 
though these are frequent enough in Phoenician. 
Unfortunately for the elucidation of the present 
question, Ba'al and Melech are not primarily proper 
names of a single deity, but terms applicable to 
many deities ; the HebreAVs could, c.g., address or 
describe Jahweh not only as ‘my El ’ {e.g.. Ex 15®), 
t.e. ‘my God,’ but also as ‘my Ba'al’ (Hos 2'®). 
Further, as the name Elijah asserts that JahAveh 
is God, so Bealyah asserts that JahAveh is Ba'al, 
Malchiah that Jahweh is Melech (‘king’). Just, 
then, as at all periods, doAvn to the very latest, the 
Hebrews used Jah(Aveh) and El indifferently in 
proper names as referring to the same God, viz. 
Jahweh, so it is at least possible that Ba'al and 
Melech, Avlien used by the HebreAvs in proper 
names, refer to JahAA’eh. And similarly the com- 
pounds with Ab, Ah, 'Am, Adon may be explained. 

1 'Animal and Plant Names/ in JPh ix. [18S01 76-108. 

YOU IX. — II 


The opposite view to that just suggested has 
been recently stated afresh by H. P. Smith (see 
literature below). He finds tbat perhaps as many 
as 150 divinities other than Jahweh occur in the 
Hebrew names as preserved in the HebreAV text ; 
and he argues that these are ‘ only a small propor- 
tion of the theophorous names Avhich once existed 
in the HebreAv writings,’ but have been mutilated 
by the remoA'al of the strange god’s name or by 
the substitution for it of El or Jah(weh). Among 
these strange gods Smith includes Ba'al, Melech, 
and also Ab, Ah, and 'Am. Noav it is curious that 
all these terms are ambiguous (as Ave have seen); 
and that of the Avorship of Ab, Ah, and 'Am among 
the HebreAvs Ave never hear, Avhereas the name of 
Astarte, of Avhose Avorship we do hear and AA'hose 
name is unambiguously a proper name, enters 
into no HebreAv personal name. The last fact is 
indeed to Smith only fresh proof of the rigour 
Avith Avhich ‘ names Avhich gave offence have been 
removed from the texts.’ But Astarte is alloAved 
to remain in place-names ! And there is another 
consideration Avhich should restrain us from over- 
estimating the extent of the revision to which 
names in the OT text have been subjected, and 
the difference betAveen the general character of 
the names of the OT and the names actually 
current in the several periods. And that is this : 
the names on ostraka, papyri, and cuneiform 
tablets present the same general character; e.g., 
among the 30 or 40 names of the Samaritan 
ostraka (9th cent. B.C.) there is about the same pro- 
portion of compounds Avith Jah, El, Ab, Ah, 'Am, 
Ba'al, Melech as in the names of the Davidic age 
recorded in the OT ; but (as in the OT) there is no 
name compounded Avith Astarte. 

One further point in Smith’s discussion should 
be noted. He discounts the significance of such 
names as Bealyah, Abijah, Avhich, if treated as 
sentenee-names, assert that JahAveh Avas Ba’al 
(‘oAvner ’) or Ab (‘father’), by arguing that they 
were not sentence-names at all, but primarily 
names of compound divdnities — fusions of the two 
distinct deities Ba'al and JahAveh in the first 
instance, Ab and JahAveh in the second — and that 
these names of deities were then used as names 
of men. Noav it may be admitted (1) that there 
actually were compound divinities such as Ashtar- 
Chemosh of the Moabite inscription ; and (2) that 
occasionally, probably as the result of abbrevia- 
tion, men bore the names of gods.' But it would 
remain curious, if Smith’s conclusions were correct, 
(1) that of so many of his inferential deities their 
Avorshippers were uncertain Avhich way to take 
their names : there is no evidence that Ashtar- 
Chemosh could also be called Chemosh-Ashtar, 
but Abiel apparently could be called indifferently 
Eliab ; Abi]^, Joab ; and so forth ; (2) that such a 
large proportion of Hebrews Avhose names were 
identical Avith names of gods had names of com- 
pound gods. 

It is probable then that Smith altogether exag- 
gerates the frequency — Avhether in the original 
text of the OT or in the actual life of the HebreAvs 
— of HebreAv names formed from names of deities 
other than JahAveh. But his material contains 
certain possibilities and may be consulted with 
advantage. We conclude with mentioning a fcAV 
names at various periods Avhich more or less 
probably contain the name of a strange god. Gad 
is the name both of a ■ Syrian deity and of a 
Hebrew tribe ; as a dmne name the term probably 
enters into'Azgad (Ezr., Neh.) ; but as early as J 
(Gn 30") gad Avas also a noun meaning, as in 

J CJ. H. Mej-eraham, Dearum nomina hominibus imposita, 
Kiel, 1891, on Greek and Roman examples, with Addenda by 
G. Hoffmann, giving Babylonian, Ewptian, Syrian, Canaanitish, 
and Arabic examples (not all certain). 
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Axamaic and Arabic, ' fortune,’ and in this sense 
probably it entered into the names Gaddiyah 
(Egyp.), Gaddiel, 'Jahweb (God) is my fortune.’ 
Edom in Obed-edom may be a divine name, as are 
the elements that follow isv commonly though not 
invariably in other names. After the Exile a 
certain number of these names appear, in part 
perhaps as the result of intermarriage ; this, com- 
bined ndth the growing custom of naming after 
the grandfather, might easily lead to the occur- 
rence of some heathen names in Jewish families. 
Of such post-Exilic names we may note in addition 
to 'Azgad already mentioned 5enadad, probably 
containing the name Hadad ; Machnadebai, prob- 
ably a corruption of i3n3D, ' possession of Nebo ’ ; 
Barkos, of which the latter half is identical with 
the final element in the Nabataean name (mop, 

‘ Kaus has riven ’ ; Barnabas, which means ‘ son of 
Nebo.’ * _ All these names are Biblical. The 
Elephantine papyii and the Nippur tablets contain 
large_ numbers of names compounded with names 
of deities other than Jahweh ; but many of these 
certainly, and most, though not all of them, prob- 
ably, were not names of Jews. On the other hand, 
the Elephantine papyri contain a little, group of 
unquestionably Jewish names in which the familiar 
place-name Bethel seems to have acquired a divine 
character : Bethelnathan, ‘ Bethel has given ’ ; 
Bethel'ahab, ‘ Bethel has rewarded ’ ; Bethel- 
shezeb (?), ‘Bethel has delivered.’ In the light 
of these we easily detect a similar name in Zee 7“ 
— Bethelsharezer. 

Literature, — The study of Hebrew names can be carried on 
satisfactorily onl 3 ’ • bj' comparison with other Semitic names. 
The literature under Kaues (Sumerian) and (Si’riac) must be con- 
sulted. Here some of the principal special literature on Hebrew 
names is given. For the interpretation or discussion of the 
names separately see especially Brown-Driver-Brigrg's, Sebreie 
and English Lexicon^ Oxford, 1891-1906 ; Gesenius-Bubl, Heb. 
und aram. WorUrbuch^^, Leipzig’, 1910 ; EBi iii, 3271 ff. ; EDS 
ill. 481 fl. For ancient interpretations see P. de Lagrarde, 
Onomastica Sacra^, Gottingen, 1887. For systematic treatment 
or discussions of the subject generally or special parts of it see 
E. Nestld, Die israel. Eigennamen nach ikrer religionsgeschiehu 
lichen Bedeutung, Leipzig, 1876 ; F. Baethgen, Beitrage zur 
semitischen Beligionsgeschichte, Berlin, ISSS; G. B. Gray, 
Studies in Eebreio Proper Eames, London, 1896 ; M. Grunwald, 
Die Eigennamen des AT in ihrer Bedeutung filr die Eenntnis 
des heb. Volksglaubens, Breslau, 1895 ; G. Kerber, Die reli- 
gionsgesehichtliche Bedeutung der heb. Eigennamen des AT, 
Freiburg, 1897; F. Hommel, Die altisr. Ueberlieferung, 
JTunioh, 1897 (criticized in Es^., 5th eer., vol. vi. [I897J, pp. 
173-190) ; F. C. Ulmer, Die semitischen Eigennamen im AT, \ 
pt. i., Leipzig, 1901; T. Noldeke, ‘Names,’ in EBi iii. [1902] 
col. 3272 (full and important); H. P. Smith, ‘Theophorous 
Proper Names in the Old Testament,’ in Old Testament and \ 
Semitic Studies in Memorg of William Rainey Earper, 
London, 1903, I. 35-64; G. B. Gray, ‘A Group of Hebrew 
Names of the Ninth Century B.O.,’ in ExpT xxvii. [1916-16] 

67-62. G. Buchanan Gbat. 

NAMES (Indo-European), — Although much ; 
attention has been devoted to the grammatical . 
structure and connotation of the names of persons j 
and places in all the Indo-European languages, 
their religious value has remained almost uncon- i 
sidered. No treatise exists on the suWeot, and of ‘ 
some dialects, notably Icelandic and ()ld Irish, a ! 
corpus nominuni propriorum is still to be made. 
The present article must, therefore, be regarded 
merely as a general outline of some of the leading 
phenomena connected 3vith proper names in Indo- 
European; it cannot claim to be exhaustive. If 
the greater part of it is gi'’®n Indo-Iranian 
names, this is only because the other dialects, 
later in date, present few features not found in 
Sanskrit and the older languages of Iran. Re- 
striction to the religious evidence to be gleaned 
from n.ames leads, moreover, to the exclusion of any 
consideration of patronymics, occupational names, 
and personal names derived from place-names. 

I. Grammatical structure.— While some of the 

1 £566 G. B. Gray, ‘Nebo as an Element in Hebrew Proper 
Names,’ in ExpT x. [1899) 232-234. 


personal names in Indo-European are simple, the 
majority are compound. These fall, for the present 
purpose, into ‘descriptive’ (corresponding to the 
Skr. technical term karmadharaya, ‘offico-beir- 
ing’), ‘dependent’ (Skr. tatpurusa, ‘his-man’) 
‘possessive’ (Skr. hahuvrihi, ‘ having-much-rice ’ji 
and ‘ appositional ’ (not recognized by the Skr. 
OTammarians, but a class whose importance has 
Been much underrated). Besides these there is 
the very important class of hypocoristics (‘pet 
names ’). These are commonly either diminutives 
or abbreviations (or both together) ; and, when the 
abbreviation consists in dropping one of the com- 
ponents of the compound name, the resultant form 
may appear to be a simple name, so that in some 
cases it is difficult, if not impossible, to say 
whether a certain name is simple or hypocoristic. 
Here the meaning usually serves as the criterion. 

The word cognate with Eng. ‘name’ occurs in 
nearly all the Indo-European languages— Skr., Av. 
ndman, Armen, anun (from *anomn). Alb. emen 
(from *enmen), Gr. 6vop.a, Lat. nomen, Ir. ainm, 
Goth. namo,0. Church Slav.ime, Old Pruss. emmens. 
On the other hand, in view of the very primitive 
character of Lithuanian civilization, it should be 
noted that that lanCTage employs for ‘name’ 
wafdas (cognate with Eng. ‘word’). 

The etymologr of ‘ name ’ Is quite uncertain. It has been 
connected with the group of Gr. ovount, ‘ upbraid, insult, blame,’ 
Lat. noffl, ‘mark,’ etc, (cf., e.g., A. Fick, Vergl. WSrterbuchder 
indegerm. Spraehen*, Gottingen, 1890-1909, i. 99, 603 ; F. Justi, 
Iran. Namenbueh, p. iv) ; but this etjinology is verj- unsatis- 
factory, both phonologieally and semantically (cf. E. Boisacq, 
Diet, itymol. de la langue grecque, Brussels, 1907 ff., p. 704 f.). 

2. Importance of the name. — One is, in primitive 
belief, not really a human being until one is named. 
The name is, as the hliraaihsa (g.v.) expresses it, 
the essence, as contrasted with the accident, or 
OMfta (0. Bbhtlingk and R. Roth, Sanshrit-Worter- 
ouch, Petrograd, 1855-75, iv. 113), and in later 
Persian num occasionally means ‘person’ (Justi, 
p. ■vi). This, however, properly belongs to the 
theory of nominalism. 

3. Ceremonial of name-giving. — The early 

Hindu rite is described as follows by Gobhila 
(U. viii. 9-H, 17) ; _ . 

‘ Then he who is to do this [the name-giving] takes his seat, 
facing east, to the west of the fire [and] on darbha grass whose 
ends point north. Then the mother, having covered the chUa 
with a clean garment, gives it from the south to the officiant 
with its face upward and its head to the north. Going round 
behind (the ofiiciant’s] back, she seats herself to the north on 
darbha whose ends point north. Then he [the officiant] teen- 
fices to Prajapati, the lunar day, the lunar mansion, and IM 
divinlt}-. ... Be mutters this mantra : “ Who art tbimt Who 
[of many] art thou ? Enter into the month of the lord of the 
day”: nu'l ot tl*® ®®'l 1*® Bives the name . . . and tellsltto the 
mother first.’ a t - i. 

There was, however, accordmg to SSnkhayana (i. 
xxiv. 1-6), a preliminary rite, the jdtakarman. 

'Breathing thrice upon the new-born child, he [the father] 
breathes after: "Breathe in with the Bg, breathe mth the 
Tniur, breathe out with the Saroan.” Having mingled butter 
and honey, curds and water, or haring rubbed together nee and 
barley, be should make [the child] taste gold thnee, saylnp 
‘‘To thee I offer honey for the rite, wealth produced by Savitr 
the bounteous. Long-lived, protected by the divinities, live 
thou a hundred autumns in this world." So saying, he gives 
his name. . . . That the father and the mother know ; on the 
10th day [is given] an appellation (vydvoharika) pleasing to the 
Brahmans.’ 

If 6ahkhayana states that a child should have 
two names, Hiranyakeiin (n. i. 4. 11-16) declares 
that he must ha've three, one being secret and one 
astrological (cf. below, §§ lO, i8). 

‘Father and mother should name him first. Two names one 
should give him. ... The second ehouid bo ‘he name of a 
lunar mansion ; one of the two should be secret ; win tne oiner 
they should address him ; the soma-sacrifleer ehouid give him a 
thiiu.’ Gobhila says (ii. x. 24 f.) that the second name maj also 
refer to a divinity or a gotra (q.v.). 

Instead of the secret name Aivalayana (I. “J 
speaks of an ‘appellative’ {abhivadanlya) to M 
mven by the father and to be used by the pupil 
(cf. Mann, ii. 122), while other early Hindu texts 
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say that the teacher is to hestow this name. It is 
clear from these irreconcilable accounts that the 
ancient Indian system of name-giving was not 
rigidly fixed. The name should, naturally, he of 
good omen, hut the minute refinements as to 
length, etc., laid down hy the Hindu treatises 
were not observed in actual practice (Hilka, Altind. 
Fersonennamen, pp. 14-18). 

4 . When the name is given. — ^According to Manu 
(ii. 30), the child should he named on the 10th or 
12 th day, on an auspicious lunar day or muhurta 
(hour of 48 minutes), or under a lucky lunar 
mansion (nahsaira). GohhUa (n. viii. 8 ), how- 
ever, sets this ceremony for the 10 th or 100 th day 
after birth, or after the laps_e of a year. According 
to Paraskara (i. xvii. 1), Apastamha (VI. _xv. 8 ), 
and Baudhayana (I. xi. 1), the name is given on 
the loth (or 12 th) day, when the mother is able to 
leave her bed. This was the general rule for the 
Brahman caste. According to later texts (coBected 
by Hilka, p. Ilf.), ICsatriyas, Vaisyas, and Sudras 
were to receive their names on the 16th, 20 th (or 
19th), and 22nd (or 32nd) day respectively. 

In Iran Paridun does not name his sons until 
they have reached an ag^at which their characters 
have become manifest (Sdh-ndmah, tr. A. G. and 
E. Warner, London, 1905 ff., i. 177, 187 f.). In 
Greece also the name was given on the 7th or 10th 
day after birth (Harpocration, p. 92), usually by 
the father, who mi^t change it later (Demos- 
thenes, c. Bmot. 1002, 1006, c. Macart. 1075) ; and 
the Eoman prasnomcn was bestowed on a boy on 
the 9th day, and on a girl on the 10 th (H. Bliimner, 
Ebm. Privataltcrtilmer^, Munich, 1911, p. 304). 

5. Deity and name. — If it is important to call a 
man by his right name, it is still more requisite to 
do so with a divinity. Thus, in the Avesta the 
yasna to Sraoia, Atar, Tistrya, Mithra, Vanant, 
and other yazatas must be aoxto-naman, ‘with 
name expressed’ {Yt. viii. 11, x. 30, xx. 1 ; Ys. 
iii. 20 f., xxii. 27; Visp. ix. 5, etc.; cf. also Yt. 
xiii. 79). 

6 . Religious cult and piety. — Personal names 
referring to religious crJt and personal piety are, 
as we should expect, very common. Here belong 
such names as Skr. Agnidhra (‘Kindling the 
[sacred] Fire’), Aghamarsana (‘Sin-effacing’), 
Asvamedliadatta (‘Given by the A4vamedha’ 
[g.u.]), Idhmavaha (‘ Fuel-bringing ’), KarmaSrestha 
(‘ Best in karma’ [q.v."]), Taponitya (‘Constant in 
Asceticism’), Pavitrapani (‘Pure-handed’), Uttana- 
barhis ( ‘ With [sacred] Grass spread ’), Yajfiasvamin 
(‘Sacrifice-master’), Yupaketu (‘With the [sacri- 
ficial] Post for a Banner ’), YogeSvara (‘ Yoga-lord ’), 
Drdhavrata (‘Firm-vowed’), Sutasoma (‘With 
pressed soma’), Satyahavis (‘ With true Oblation’); 
Iran. Anusarvan (and variants ; Av. “Anaosa- 
urvan, ‘Immortal-souled’),’.^a(^^pv5j! (O. P. *Arta- 
farnah, ‘ Having righteous Glory ’ [or ‘ Bighteous- 
ness [is] Glory ’ ?]), Artaxsathra ( Artaxepces, 
‘ Having righteous governance ’), ’Aprd/u'ys (‘ Kight- 
eous-minded ’), Daevotbis (‘Demon-hating’), Dara- 
yavahu (‘Darius, upholding the Good’), Denmart 
(‘Man of Keligion’), Fambag (‘God-light’); Gr. 
Auiixyr (‘ Zeus-praying’); Gall. Litugenos (‘Feast- 
son’), 0. Ir. Aldan (*Aid(u)agnos, ‘Fire-lamb’). 

Keligious phrases are rare as personal names. 
We find them, however, in the Avesta (Ff. xiii. 
120) : Asem-yahmai-usta, Asem-yenghe-rao 8 ao, and 
Asem-yenghe-vereza (cf. Ys, xiii. 1 ; Ff. xiii. 5 ; 
Visp. xi. 28). 

7 . Power of the name. — This concept is not 
particularly to the fore in Indo-European, unless 
the theophoric name (see § 8 ) be regarded as coming 
under it, as it undoubtedly does in a sense. Ac- 
cording to the Avesta ( Yt. i. 1-19 ; cf. xv. 43-52), 
the revelation of the greatest of the names of 
Ahura Mazda is besought by Zarathushtra that 


he may conquer — and not be conquered by — ‘all 
demons and men, all wizards and witches.’ In 
late Hinduism we find the belief, among Kr§naites, 
Bamaites, and Saivites, that ‘ the mere repetition 
of their god’s name is a means of salvation,’ so that 
‘ sinner or heretic, if one die at last ivith Krishna’s 
name upon the lips he will be saved’ (E. W. Hopkins, 
Religions of India, Boston, 1895, p. 508). With 
the same motive names of Kama, etc., are often 
ivritten on the margin of page after page in Sanskrit 
MSS, and they regularly begin with some such 
phrase as ‘homage to Hayagriva’ (an epithet of 
vi§nu) or ‘ to Ganesa ’ (the remover of obstacles). 
The present writer is not certain, however, that 
this is purely Indo-European. 

Only rarely does ‘ name ’ itself form a component 
of personal appellatives. Yet we may cite Iran. 
Namfarrux (‘Name-lucky ’), Vahunam (and vari- 
ante, ‘ Good-name ’ ; cf. also Justi, p. 504), Old 
Osset. NdjaTyvos ( ‘ Famous ’) ; Gr. ’Ovo^uaKX^s ( ‘ Name- 
famed’), ’Ayafltii'ugos, Bftivu/toj (‘Good-named’), 
'lepiSivvfios (‘Sacred-named’), MryaXiiwynos (‘Great- 
named ’). 

8 . Theophoric names. — From the point of view 
of religion, theophoric names are by far the most 
important. To bear the name of a deity is to 
sustain a special and very real connexion with that 
deity, and to be peculiarly under his protection. 
It is the same concept which leads to the naming 
of children after famous men. The name being 
part of the hero, its application to a child is felt 
to give him an actual share in the valour or other 
admirable attribute of the original bearer. In 
modem times one may try to live up to the model 
set him in the person after whom he is thus 
named; primitively, mana would be given him 
by bestowing on him the name of a distinguished 
man. 

The number of theophoric names is so great that 
only a few characteristic specimens can be cited, 
sufficient to show the main principles involved. 

To this class belong Skr. Devarija (‘the God [is] King’), 
Devanika (‘ God-Jaced ’), Devadatta (‘God-given’), Devadisa 
(‘Servant of the God’), Devaprasada (‘Delight of the God’), 
Devadhara (‘Upholding the God’), Devahu (‘ Sacrificing to the 
God '), Agnidatta (‘ Given by Agnl ’), Indrapaiita (‘ Protected by 
Indra ’), Indrapala (‘ Indra [is] Protection ’),* Brahmahali (‘ Obla- 
tion to Brahma ’), Jlitradatta (’ Given by Mitra’), Kuberavallabha 
(‘Dear to Kubera’), Mukundararaa (‘Joy of Rama’), Ramaja 
(‘Bom of Rama’), Vi^nuSakti (‘Might of Visiju’), Visijuputra 
{‘ Son of Vispu ’), Harisiihhe (‘Lion of Hari ’) ; Iran. Honnizafrid 
(‘Benediction of Aharn Mazda'), Ormizduxt (‘Daughter of 
Ahura Mazda'), Tazdanduxt (‘Daughter of God’), 'A-pranini'! 
(‘Protected by Righteousness’; cf. Av. atapfita), Ataredata 
(‘ Given by the [sacred] Fire ’). Starecithra (‘ Seed of the [sacred] 
Fire'), Mryafiofov (Av. •Baghabazu, ‘the God [is] the Arm'), 
BagabnxSa and Vazdanbuxt (‘God-released'), Bagadata, Yaz- 
dandadh, Xudaidadh (‘ God-pven ’), Yazdkart (‘God-made’), 
Caharbuxt (‘ Four have released ’ ; cl. Justi, p. 161 ; similarly 
Sgbuxt, ‘ Three have released,’ Pancbuxt, ‘ Five have released '), 
Mahdat(‘ Moon-given’), Mantorris 0 Moon-protected ’), Mihrdfin 
(‘ Binowing Mithra ’ ; cl. ERE viii. 762>>), Spentodata (‘ Given by 
the Holy One’), SmBpaSaTTi! (‘Heaven-given’), SroSpat (‘Pro- 
tected by Sraoia’); Old Osset. 'HrapoSot (‘Gift of the God’); 
Gr. 'AiroAAoyenjs (‘ Apollo-born ’), ApniiJitXov (‘ Dear to Ares ’), 
’Aprepn'Jwpor (‘ Gilt of Artemis ’), MTiwiSupos (‘ Moon-gift ') ; Gall. 
Camulogenus (‘ Son of Camulos ’ [a war-god]), Divicus (‘Divine ’), 
Esugenus (‘ Son of Esus ’). 

Often personal names are simply the appellatives 
of the gods, as Skr. Mahendra, Kubera, Praffipati, 
Krsna, Skanda, Chandra, Soma, Buddha, Tatha- 
gata, Dipaifakara ; Iran. Hormizd, Xursid (‘ Sun ’), 
Bahram (‘ Verethraghna ’), Bahman (‘ Vohu 
Manah ’) ; Serb. Bo2o (‘ God’). Many of these are 
shown by parallel forms to be possibly hypocoristic 
abbreviations ; but in other cases it is very possible 
that they are full names, the name of the god being 
given, without addition, to the child. 

Occasionally it is expressly stated that a deity 

1 Owing to the ambiguity of Skr. compounds a name of this 
type might also be construed as a bahuvrihi, ‘possessing the 
protection of Indra.‘ Absolute decision seems impossible, but 
it may be well thus to direct attention to the possibility that 
some Indo-European names are appositional rather than pos- 
sessive or descriptive (cf. also § i). 
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has named a place, natural object, animal, etc. 
Thus Ahura Mazda gave names to the good waters 
when he created them {Ys. xxxviii. 4), but men 
named mountains ‘from visiting and observing 
them ’ (Yt. xix. 6). 

g. Names from natural objects. — Among all the 
Indo-European peoples children are very frequently 
named after some animal, flower, or other object 
of nature. Names of anim.als whose qualities 
appeal to men are especially given to the male sex, 
such as 'Lion,’ ‘Tiger,’ ‘Wolf’ ; names of flowers 
and gems are naturally more appropriate to the 
gentler sex, as ‘ Pearl,’ ‘ Ruby,' ‘ Rose,’ ‘ Lily.’ 
The underlying motive of these names is not 
absolutely certain, but it seems probable, on the 
whole, that the principle of sympathetic magic was 
originally involved. A boy named ‘Wolf’ would, 
like the animal whose name he bore, be a valiant 
marauder and a terror to his enemies; ‘Pearl’ 
should be as fair and softly rounded as the precious 
object which her name connotes. 

(a) Animal names. — These are the most common. 
Omitting those which denote merely possession of 
horses, kine, etc., we may mention such names as 
Skr. Ajaraja (‘ Goat-king ’), Ornanabha (‘Spider’), 
Rsyairhga (‘Antelope-bom’), Enajangha (‘Ante- 
lope-leg), Gajasiihha (‘Elephant-lion ’ [i.e. ‘ Mighty 
lion’]), Baka (‘ Crane’), Vrkajina (‘Wolf-skin’), 
Vrkodara(‘ Wolf-belly’), Vrsan (‘Bull ’), Vyaghra- 
datta {‘ Tiger-given ’L Sakiina (‘Bird’), Sardu- 
lakarna ( ‘ Tiger-ear ’), S^unah puchchha, Sunolangnla, 
Sunahsepa (‘Dog-tail’), Musika (‘ Mousin’), Sak- 
untala (‘Birdie’) ; Iran. ’Opcravijf^ (‘ Turtle-dove’ ; 
cf. New Pers. varS), Sag (‘Dog’), Sahen (‘Ealcon ’), 
Varaza(‘Boar,’ the sacred animal of Verethraghna), 
Gurgen (and variants ; Av. *vehrhaena, ‘Wolfish’); 
Gr. AfovrS^pup (‘Lion-minded’), AvKijyeviis (‘Wolf- ! 
family’); Gall. Alauda (‘Lark’), Lovemios(‘ Fox’s 
son'), Matugenos (‘Bear’s son’); 0. High Ger. 
Heidulf, Wolfheidis (‘ Wolf-form’), Hludulf 
(‘Famous Wolf’), Wolfgang (‘Wolf’s Coarse’), 
Frfulf(‘ Dear Wolf’), Wacarolf(‘ Watchful Wolf’), 
Wo]fam,Arnulf (‘ Wolf-eagle, Eagle-wolf’), Mdnilf, 
Wolfmfir (‘Famed Wolf, Woif-faraed ’) ; Serb. 
Vukdrag (‘ Wolf-dear ’), Dobrovuk (‘ Good Wolf’). 

(b) Plant names . — These occur not infrequently, 
as Skr. Aioka (gvu.), Utpalaraja (‘Lotus-king'), 
Chandanapala (‘Protector of the Sandal-wood’ 
[or ‘ Sandal- Avood [is] Protector’?]), Padmagupta 
(‘Lotus-protected’), Padmasundara( ‘Lotus-lovely’), 
Mallibhusana (‘Jasmine-adornment’); Iran.Barmak 
(‘Water-cress’); Pol. Wirboslaw (‘ Willoiv-fame’). 
It is only rarely, hoivever, that any relimous con- 
cept can be clearly seen in them, altliough Ave may 
mention Iran. ’AairdvSavos (‘ Rue,’ used to protect 
against the evil eye [A. V. W. Jackson, From 
Constantinople to the Some of Omar Khayyam, Neiv 
York, 1911, p. 119]). 

(c) Mineral names.— Tbeseare very rare, instances 
being Skr. Kanakaprabha{‘ Gold-radiance’), Mani- 
datta (‘ Pearl-giv'en ’), Manikyaniukuta (‘Ruby- 
diademed’), Rukmakasa (‘Gold-hair’), Hiranya- 
datta (‘ Gold-given ’). 

Hoav far such names Ai’ere totemistic in origin 
is hard to say. As individual appellatives they 
scarcely had a totemistic basis, unless Ave assume 
an ‘indiA-idual totem,’ as AA’hen, e.g., Ik§vaku 
means ‘Gourd,’ or in such cases as Avhen Saifa- 
varana’s father Avas Rksa (‘Bear’). Even in such 
instances, hoAvever, tl’ie general impression gained 
from a survey of Indo-European personal names is 
strongly against a totemistic explanation. With 
regard to tribal names (for which cf. below, § ip) 
the problem is someAvhat more obscure. It has 
been suggested (H. Oldenberg, Pel.des Veda, Berlin, 
1894, p. 85 f. ; A. A. Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, 
Strassburg, 1897, P- 153) that theMatsyas (‘Fish^, 
Ajas(‘ Groats ’), and Sighras (‘ Horse-radishes’)men- 


tioned in the Rigveda (vii. xviii. 6, 19) are totem- 
names (but see A. A. Macdonell and A. B. Keitli 
Vedic Index of Names and Subjects, London, 1912’ 
i. 12, ii. Ill, 378), and the same may possibly be 
true of the Paravatas (‘Turtle-doA’es’),* as Avell as 



Mandukyas (‘ Frog-sons’), 
and the Avesta Saenas (‘Eagles’). On the other 
hand, Ave must not forget that such names may be 
hypocoristic— Vatsa, e.g., for •* Vatsavant (‘ Possess- 
ing calves ’)—AA’hile the name Matsya may, like 
the Iranian Massagetm mentioned beloiv (§ 19), 
imply that the tribe Avere fish-eaters, not that they 
possessed a fish-totem. Doubts are cast on the 
totemic explanation by Hopkins (PAOS, 1894, 
p. cliv), and in the present stage of our ImoAvIedge 
he would appear to be right. 

10. Astrological names. — We have already seen 
(§ 3) that Hiranyakesin urges that one of a child’s 
names be taken from the lunar mansion (nahsatra) 
under which he is bom. In India, accordingly, a 
full scheme has been formulated for astrological 
names. The importance of such an appellative is 
obvious — just as a theophoric name brings its 
bearer into close connexion Avith a deity, so the 
astrological name gives one the protection of the 
‘house’ of his natiA'ity. One may be named not 
only from the month of birth, but also from the 
deity (masculine or feminine, according to the sex 
of the child) presiding over the month (for a list 
cf. Hilka, p. 31 f.); and in more modern times 
a name may likeivise be given according to the 
zodiacal sign of nativity. 

11. Opprobrious names. — The use of such names, 
almost invariably connected Avith belief^ in tlie 
evil eye, is too obAuous to require discussion. It 
may, hoAvever, be suggested that one Iranian name 
for Avhich no satisfactory explanation has yet been 
advanced may possibly belong to this_ category— 
the rather frequent name Pesotanu, Avhich literally 
means ‘ Possessing a condemned Body’ (‘Damned’ 
in the theological sense). If it does, it finds a close 
parallel in the Romance name Perdita (at all events 
Justi’s explanation of Pesotanu, p. 251, is incorrect). 

It is readily intelligible that evil things have 
evil names. A disease is ‘ ill-named ’ (durnamav 
[Rigveda, X. clxii. lOJ), as are other evil things 
(Atnarvaveda, il. xxv. 2, iv^. XAui. 5, viii. vi. 1, XAU. 
vi. 7, XIX. xxxvi. 4, 6), and it is Avell known that 
the Avesta has a whole vocabulary of derogatory 
w'ords for evil creatures, parallel to the terms 
applied to the good creation (L. J. Frachtenberg, in 
Spiegel Memorial Vol., Bombay, 1908, pp. 269-289). 

12. Tabu of names. — With a certain analogy 
to the secret name (§ 3), names are often regarded 
ns tabu, lest some possible ill-wisher may_ through 
them gain control over their owners. This is par 
ticularly frequent in the case of husband and wife. 

• A Hindoo wife is never, under any circumstances, to mention 
the name of her husband. “ He," “ the master," “ Swamy, etc., 
are titles she uses when speaking of, or to, her husband, m no 
wav can one of the sex annoy another more intensely and 
bitterly than by charging her with having mentioned her hus- 
band’s name. It Is a crime not easily forgiven ’ (F. de AV. Warn, 
India arid the Hindoos, New York, 1850, p. 189). 

This usage still survives in such phrases as ‘ my 
man,’ ‘my Avomau,’ current in humbler circles. 
It seems probable, moreover, that this principle or 
tabu underlies the reluctance AvJiich is felt regarmng 
the use of one’s personal name, except by close 
friends. We brand familiar use of qur given names 
by casual acquaintances as ‘ impertinence ; primi- 
tive man Avould see an actual menace in such employ- 
ment of the only part of our names that has any 
individual value. 


the 
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Sometimes, as in Scandinavia, the name of the 
dead is avoided, an epithet bein^ preferred if the 
deceased bore one during his lifetime (V. GuS- 
niundsson and K. K&lund, in Grundr. der germ. 
Philologic, iii.“ [1900] 415). 

13. Epithets. — The name originally given to a 
person is very frequently augmented by an epithet 
derived from some good or bad quality, personal 
peculiarity, or the like ; and sometimes such an 
epithet completely usurps the personal name. To 
cite only a single example, the epic Indian Arjuna 
has the following epithets in the Mahabharata (S. 
Sorensen, Index to the Names m the Mahabharata, 
London, 1904 ff., pp. 86-89) : 

Aindri. Sakraja, Sakranandann, ^akrasunu, Sakrasuta, 


(‘younger brother of Bhimalsenn) Bibhatsu (‘loauiiiig j, 
Bfhannala (‘great reed’), Sakhamrcadhvaja, Kapidhvaja, 
Kapiketana, Kapivaradhvaja, Vanaradhvaja, Vanaraketana, 
Vanaraketu, Vanaravaryaketana (all ‘monkey-bannered’), 
SvetfiSva, Svetahaya, Svetavaha, 6vetavahana (all ‘white- 
horsed ’), Dhanaihjaya (‘ hooty-conqueror ’), GaijeJivabhrt (‘ bear- 
ing the papijitca ’), Ukqcjivadhanran (‘ mth the for a 

bow’), Gap^ivadharin (‘holding the gdxtdiva'), Gapdlvin 
(‘ possessing the pdp^ira '), Qucjakeia (‘ club-haired '), Indrarupa 
(‘having the form of Indra’), Indravaraja (‘Indru’s Junior’), 
Jaya (‘victory ’), Ji^u (‘victorious’), Kapipravara (‘having the 
excellent monkey’), Kaunteya and Kuntiputra (‘son of Kunti’), 
Knurava(srestha)(‘ [best of the]Kururace '),Kiritabhrt(‘diadem- 
bearing’), Kiritamaliu (‘diadem-garlanded’), Kiritavat, Kiritin 
(‘ diademed’), Kyppasarathi (‘ with Kffpa for a charioteer '), Nara 
(‘hero’), Partha (‘son of Pythu'), Paurava (^‘descendant of 
Puru ’), Phalguna (the lunar mansion of his nativity), Prabhah- 
Janasut’inuja (‘younger brother of the son of the wind’), 
Savyasachin (‘ambidextrous’), Surasunu (‘son of a god’), 
Tapatya (‘ descendant of Tapati ’), Vijaya (‘ victory , . 

Such usage is especially frequent with names of 
deities. Indra is ‘many-named’ (Kigveda, vin. 
Ixxxiii. 17 ; Atharvaveda, VI. xcix. 1) ; twenty 
names of Ahura Mazda are enumerated in Yt. i. 7 f . ; 
Dionysos, Demeter, etc., are iroXuiiruAtoi (Soph. Ant. 
1116 ; Horn. Hymn, in Dem, 18). Here, however, 
we must reckon with the possibility that some of 
these epithets were originally names of distinct 
deities who ivere later amalgamated with the 
greater gods (cf. H. Usener, Gbttemamen, Bonn, 
1896,joassim; C. F. H. Bruchmann,J^i(Ae(a£feorMni 
quae apud poetas graecos leguntur, Leipzig, 1893). 

14. Multiple names. — We have already noted 
(§ 4) that a name once given might later be changed. 
This was no less true in India than in Greece, for 
the ^atapatha Brdhma7ia states theta name might 
be adopted in later life either to secure success or 
for the sake of distinction (m. vi. 2. 24, v. iii. 3. 14, 
IX. iv. 3. 13, II. iv. 4. 4, VI. i. 3. 9). Occasionally, 
particularly in India, synonymy is found — i.e. the 
same individual may vary his own name by sub- 
stituting a synonym for one of its components. 
Thus we may have either Dhanurgraha (‘Bow- 
OTasping’) or Dhanurdhara {‘Bow-holding’), Sila- 
ditya or Dharmaditya, Sre§thasena or Pravarasena, 
PratapaSila or Siladitya ; while the philosopher 
named (or, rather, nicknamed) Kanada (‘Atom- 
eater’) is also known as Kanabhaksa and Kanabhuj. 

15. Sect- and caste-names. — It is very natural 
for adherents of sects to prefer certain personal 
names, especially those connected with the founders 
or heroes of the sect followed by the father of the 
child who is to be named. Thus in India Vaisna- 
vites very frequently have as a component of their 
appellations the name of Visnu or one of his epithets 
(e.g., Kesava, Narayana, Madbava, Hari) or of his 
avataras (Varaha, ‘Boar,’ Vamana, ‘Dwarf’) — 
especially Kama (and its synonyms, as Eaghunatha) 
and Krsna (with its synonyms, Gopala, Govinda, 
Eadhavaijjabha) — or of his rnkti, or female enerCT 
(Laksmi, Sri), or of his attributes (Kamala [‘ Lotus’], 
Chakra [‘ Disk ’]). In like manner Saivites affect 
the various names of Siva (Siva, Dhruva, Nandin, 
Kudra, Saifakara, Sarv’a, Harsa, etc.) or of his 


(Durga, Gauri, Hima, etc.). Minor Indian cults 
are also represented. Serpent-worship is implied 
by a number of words for ‘ snake ’ (Naga, Ajagara, 
Ahi, Bhujamga, Sarpa; as a matter of fact, these 
names are usually borne by Buddhists), the cult of 
the ‘mothers’ {seeEBEv. 6 f.) by Matr( ‘-Mother ’), 
of worship of the sun, moon, and planets by words 
for ‘sun’ (Aditya, Divakara, Prabhakara, Bhanu, 
Bhaskara, Eavi, Savitr, Surya, etc.), ‘ moon ’ (Indu, 
Chandra, Mrgahka, Soma, etc.), and planet-names 
(Angara, Gralia, Budha, etc.) respectively (for 
examples see Hilka, pp. 84 f., 89-103). So Buddhists 
and Jains often choose names connected with the 
founders of their religions (Buddha, Arhant, Jina, 
Tathiigata, Parsva, Sugata, etc.), or even sacred 
abstracts (Juana, ‘ Knowledge,’ Dharma, ‘Law,’ 
Bodhi, ‘Enlightenment,’ Sangha, ‘Assembly,’ etc. ; 
cf. Hilka, pp. 104-107). 

Caste-names are also regular in India. According 
to Paraskara (I. xvii. 4) and Baudhayana (I. xi. 9), 
a Brahman’s name should contain the component 
-iarman, a Ksatriya’s -varman, a Vai^ya’s -giipta, 
and a Sudra’s -(bhrtya)ddsa. As a matter of fact, 
the final elements of Brahmans’ names are often 
-iarman, -deva ; Ksatriyas’ -varman, -r&ja, -trata ; 
Vai^yas’ -gupta, -bhuti, -datta. 

In later Hindu usage special titles are also given 
to scholars, authors, etc. In this category we 
must reckon such components as -svamin (‘lord’ — 
especially common about the 7th cent. A.D.), -soma, 
•dcharya {‘teacher’), -dnanda (‘bliss’), -havlndra 
(‘mighty poet’), -tarkalaikkdra (‘adornment of 
logic’), -tlriha (‘ford’), -panrft<a (‘scholar’), bhatta 
(‘master’), -muni (‘sage’), and -sagara (‘ocean’). 
No strict rule can, however, be formulated by 
which a man’s sect can be determined exclusively 
from his name. 

In Iran a partial approach to a class-name seems 
to be found in Vend, xviii. 45-62. This declares 
that at the eschatological restoration of all things 
a man is to arise from the seed which one has 
involuntarily lost during his life, and that such a 
man must be named ‘ Ataredata[“Pire-given or 
AtereSithra [“Pir e-seed”], or Ateredahya [“Fire- 
land”], or some other name connected with Star.’ 

Here, in a sense, belong names denoting belief 
in beings banned by orthodoxy, such as Pers. 
PariSihrah (‘ Fairy -face '), Pariduxt (‘Fairy’s 
Daughter’), a phenomenon which is also found 
in place-names (see below, § 2o). 

Even philosophical concepts occasionally appear 
in personal names, as in Skr. Atmasukha atman- 
bliss’), Anandajuana (‘Bliss-knowledge’), Mok§a- 
Sarman (‘Happy through moksa’), Vedanidhi 
(‘ Eepository of Veda ’). 

16. Names from ancestors. — In view of the ■wide- 
spread belief in transmigration, it is not strange 
that the concept that a forefather may be reincar- 
nated in his descendant should find one of its 
manifestations in the naming of a child after one 
of his ancestors, especially his grandfather. This 
was a common practice in Greece (Demosth. c. 
Macart. 1075), and in India Patanjali and the 
Sainskararatnamala (quoted by HUka, p. 9) state 
that a child should be named after his OTandfather, 
great-grandfather, or great-great-grandfather. In 
the lists of Indian kings we find a number of 
instances where a grandson is thus named : Chan- 
draraja I. and n. of Ajmlr, SomeSvara ii., ill., iv. 
of Kalvana (SomeSvara li. Avas named after his 
father), Visnuvardhana in., iv., v., and Vijaya- 
dityai., ii., in., rv., V. of the Eastern Chalukyas, 
Kartavirya n., m., ry. and Lak§mldeva i., ii. of 
Saundatti, Eudrasena i., n., in. of the Vakataka 
dynasty (C. M. Duff, Ghronol. of India, "West- 
minster, 1899, pp. 277, 279, 301, 307 f.). We like- 
wise find this in Iran, though much less frequently 
— a fact Avhich may be significant since transmigra- 
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tion is not an Iranian tenet. We may, however, 
note Cyrus i. and ir., Cambyses i. and ii., Xerxes 

I. and II. In the Scandinavian lands the custom 
was vddely spread, after the Sth cent., of not 
naming a child after a living person, hut after 
ancestors or recently deceased kinsmen ; if a father 
died before his son was born, the latter uncondi- 
tionally received the name of the former (Gu6- 
mundsson and Kdlund, loc. cit.). 

17. Royal names. — Just as the Brdhmamis say 
that the private citizen may change his name to 
increase his fortune (above, § 14), so kings fre- 
quently bear — especially in their official capacity 
— a name which is entirely different from their 
personal appellative. Thus the famous Indian 
king Chandragupta is equally well known as 
Vikrama or Vikramaditya, Asoka as Piyadassi, 
Jayadeva li. as Parachakrakama, Siladitya VII. as 
Dhruvabhatta, etc. In Iran the original name of 
Darius ii. was Ochus, of Darius ni. Codomanus, 
of Artaxerxes ii. Arsaces, and of Artaxerxes rv. 
Bessos. 

The meaning of this is clear, just as it is in the 
case of the private individual who assumes a new 
name. The name being a real part of a man, he 
changes himself if he changes his name. When 
one passes through a state of grave crisis, as when 
he becomes king, he is changed just as he is, e.g., 
at initiation (g.u.), of which, indeed, the ceremony 
of abhiseka (q.v.) may be considered a form. The 
man himself thus being changed ivith this rite de 
passage, he may very properly assume a new name. 

In similar fashion a new name might be taken 
on entering the religious life ; Mani, e.g., assumed 
this appellative when he began the foundation of 
Manichseism (q.v,), although his original name was 
Kubrika (or some variant ; cf. Justi, p. 190). 

18. Secret names. — Since, as we have seen, ^ 
knowledge of one’s name gives actual power over 
its oivner, just as the possession of the clippings of 
one’s hair, nails, etc., renders it possible for one’s 
enemies to work him harm, the value of a secret 
name is obvious. We have noted above (§ 3) that 
Hiranyakelin expressly says that one of the names 
of an Indian should be secret {guhya). The secret 
name is mentioned in the Rigveda (X. Iv. 2, Ixxi. 
1) j such a name is given the child at birth 0at, 
Brdh. VI. i. 3. 9, Bj-haddranyaka Upanisad, VI. iv. 
25) ; Arjuna is a secret name of Indra 0at. Brdh, 

II. i. 2. 11, V. iv. 3. 7 ; cf. Macdonell and Keith, i. 
443) ; and the gods had secret names (Rigveda, V. 
V. 10, IX. xcv. 2, xcvi. 16, X. xlv. 2). Hiranyakelin 
seems to leave it doubtful which of tne two 
names should be the secret one, but Apastaraba 
(VI. XV. 3) makes this the nak^atra name (see, 
further, A. Hillebrandt, Bitualliteratur l=GIAP 
iii. 2], Strassburg, 1897, p. 170 f.). 

We also find secret names in Iran ; Kavadh, e.g., 
was originally the secret name of Kavadh n., 
whose mother called him Sfiroe in public. 

19. Tribal names. — ^The names of tribes present 
peculiar difficulties. Like many of the older 
personal names, they often defy analysis, and — as 
in the case of place-names — tliey seem frequently 
to be non-Indo-European in origin. When they 
can be satisfactorily interpreted, they seldom pre- 
sent any features of religious interest. Some 
which may possibly suggest totemism have been 
noted above (§ 9), and to these Skr. Mahavrsa 
(‘ Great Bull ’) and Visanin (‘ Homed ’ [?] ; cf. Mac- 
donell and Keith, ii. 313) may perhaps be added. 
Religious cult is distinctly implied in the Italic 
tribal names JMarsi (‘Martians^), Hirpini (‘Wolf- 
men,’ the wolf being sacred to Mars), and Picentes 
(‘ Wood-pecker-men,’ this bird also being sacred to 
Mars). The danger of falsely attributing religious 
connotation to tribal names is exemplified by the 
Iranian MotnrdT'erat (Av. *Mas(s)yaJca ; cf. Skr. 


matsya, ‘fish’), who were called ‘Fishies’ not 
because they had a fish-totem, but because thev 
lived on fish (Herod, i. 201; cf. J. Marquart, 
Untersuchungen zur Gesch. von Bran, G6ttm"en 
and Leipzig, 1896-1905, ii. 77 f. ). Sometimes tribal 
names are contemptuous epithets bestowed by 
unfriendly neighbours, as Iran. 'AtpPiKa {*drgvika, 
•Beggars’ [Marquart, ii. 139, note 1]), and Scyth. 
Apifcaavol (‘One-eyes’ [Marquart, ii. 90-92]); but 
occasionally the names have a value as implying a 
former grade of civilization — e.g., Iran. Asagarta 
(‘Sagartia,’ ‘Dwelling in stone Caves’ [C. 
Bartliolomae, Zum altiran. Worterbuch, Suass- 
burg, 1906, p. 119 f.]). 

20. Place-names. — The names of places suffer 
from the same obscurity — and for the same reason 
— as tribal names. In Greece and Armenia many 
date from pre-Indo-European times (A. Fick, 
Vorgriech. Ortsnamen, Gottingen, 1905; H. 
Hiibschmann, Indogerm. Forschungen, xvi. 283, 
366-368). Yet place-names possess a historic value 
which can hard^ ke over-estimated, especially as 
showing the ethnological strata which have existed 
in a country, and as revealing the sites of ancient 
sacred places. The same is true, in minor degree, 
of street-names, etc., in our older cities, since they 
still indicate, in many instances, the sites of 
vanished city-gates, monasteries, and the like. 

This aspect may be studied rvith special clearness 
in the place-names of Scotland. Two distinct 
Celtic peoples are evidently responsible for such 
names as Aber-deen and Inver-ness ; Pit-lochry is 
shown by its » to be neither Bry thonic nor Goidelic ; 
Ler-Avick is Norse ; Beauly is French. 

This subject is discussed at length in the introduction to 
J. B. Johnston’s Place-names of Scotland?, Edinburgh, 1903, 
and has also been discussed Iw J. Jacobsen ot Copenhagen in 
a course ot lectures at King’s College, Aberdeen, in June 1914. 
On the basis of place-names in Britain Jacobsen has shown that 
the infiltrations in Shetland, the Orkneys, the Hebrides, Caith- 
ness, Sutherland, and W. Scotland were from 8.W. Norway, 
whereas they were Danish in N, and E. England, and in Nor- 
mandy, the two streams meeting in Cumberland. Thus -way 
(Stornoway) and -ster (Lybster) point to Norwegian colonisation, 
-Op (Grimsby), -thorp (Ullesthorp), -toft (Lowestoft), -thuiait(e) 
(Bralthwaite) indicate Danish settlement, while -ham (Shore- 
ham), stead (Grimstead), -ford (Oxford) are Anglo-Saxon. 
Koman settlements ore shown by the numerous English place- 
names in -Chester, and former Celtic occupation where no Celts 
have been dominant for centuries is evident from such names 
as London and Carlisle. 

Numerous examples of Indian place-names of 
religious significance are given in the present work 
{e.g., Garhmdktesah, Haedwae, Jagannath). 
For Iranian names of this type we may cite Adhar- 
baijan (Pahlavi Aturpatakan, ‘Fire-protected ), 
Bagavan (‘ God-distriot ’) ; Old Osset. XoxrySata 
(Sudakin the Crimea; ‘Holy City’) ;» Armenian 
At' oR Anahtay (‘Mountain of Anahita [Hiibsch- 
mann, pp. 286, 398]), Astvacasen (* God-built ), 
Dicmaiii (‘God-grove’); Italic Mantua (‘City of 
[the Etruscan death-god] Mantus ’) ; Gall. Camulo- 
dunum (Lexden Heath, ‘ Fort of Camulus _ [a 
war-god]), Deobriga (Miranda de Ebro in Astuna ; 
‘God-hill’), Divoduron (Metz; ‘God-fort’), Lu^- 
dunon (Lyons; ‘Fort of Lug’ [the god of war]); 
Irish Caherepheepa (‘Stone Fort or the [Fairy] 
Pipe’), Carrigcleena (‘Rock of [the Fairy Queen] 
Cliodna’), Cushinsheeaun (‘Little Foot of the 
Fairy Fort ’), Knockshigowna (‘ Hill of Una s Fairy 
Palace ’), Tobemashee (‘ Fairy Well ’). Somehmes 
even rivers have divine names — e.g., Gall. Deva. 
(Dee, ‘Divine’), Taranis (‘Thunder-god’). 

LiTEOATCEE. — A. Fick, Gricch. Personennat^, Odtt^goa, 

1874 (the most general surrey ot the subject ; the 2na eu., no- 


AUind. Personennament Breslau, 1010 grood * 

F. Justi, Iranisches 2iamenhttchi Mar^rp, 1895j H. 
roann, ’ ‘ ^ 


Altarmen. Person ennamen/ in Fatgrusi gy* 

1 Possibly identical in meaning with O. Pera. Su^da (‘Soff- 
diana*). 
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Stuttgart, 1893, pp. 99-106 ; W. Tomaschek, ' Bie alten 
Thraker, n.,’ SJTAjr cxxxi. tl894), Abhand. 1 ; W. Schulze, 
Zur Gesch. laMn. Eipennamen, Berlin, 1904; A. Holder, A ItfceK. 
Sprachsehatz, Leipzig, lS96ff. ; G. Storm, * Sjtelevandring og 
Opkaldelssystem,’ Arkivf. nord. Filologi, ix. I189S] 199-222 ; E, 
Edrstemann, AUdeutsches Namenlnich- 3, Bonn, 1900 ff. ; C. G. 
Andresen, AiMciit. PmtmcnnomenS, Mainz, 1876 ; A. Socin, 
ilittelhochdeutsches Namenhuch, Basel, 1903; E. Lewy, 
AUpreuss. Persontnnamen, Breslau, 1904 ; A. Leskien, 
‘Litauische Personennamen,’ Indogerm. Forsehungen, xxvi. 
[1909] 325-852 ; F. Miklosich, ' Bildung der Slav. Personen. 
namen,’ ZHKAIT x. [1866] 216-330; G. Krek, Einleit. in die 
Slav. Literaiurgeseh.'^, Graz, 1887, pp. 485-606. For place-names, 
H. Hubschmann, ‘ Altarmea. Ortsnamen,’ Indogerm. Forseh~ 
ungen, xvi. [1904] 197-490; P. W. Joyce, Origin and Bist, 
of Irish Fames of Places, Bublin, 1869-1013 (the list might be 
much extended, but these works, with the book of Johnston's 
mentioned in the text, will give an excellent idea of the method 
to be pursued in the study of place-names). The Investigation 
of names seems to have been of scant interest to earlier ages; 
practically the only treatises known are in Irish ; for personal 
(niokAnamesseethe Cdir Anmann (‘Fitness of Names'), ed. and 
tr. W. Stokes, Irisehe Texts, iii., Leipzig, 1801-97, pp. 286-444 ; 
and for place-names the BindSenchas, ed. and tr. ^rose por- 
tions) Stokes, RCel xv. [1894] 272-336, 418-484, xvi. a896] 81- 
83, 135-167, 269-312, and (verso portions) E. Gwron, Todd LecL 
Series (Eoj-al Irish Acad.), vii. B. [Bublin, 1900 flf.]. 

Louis H. Gray. 

NAMES (Japanese). — i. Family-names. — In 
ancient times there "were tivo kinds of family- 
names recognized in Japan : kahane, or set, and 
uji, or shi. Both were granted by the sovereign to 
only a limited number; and the mass of the 
people had no patronymic. 

(а) Kabane. — Kahane are said to have existed 
since the ‘divine age.’ In the reign of Emperor 
Temmu (673-686) eight distinct kabane were 
recognized. They were as follows; Ason, Inagi, 
Imiki, Mabito, Miohinoshi, Muraji, Omi, and 
Sukune. Later the number of kabane was increased 
to twenty-three. Such family-names designated 
the profession or rank of those bearing them, and 
may be considered of the nature of class or caste 
distinctions. 

(б) Uji.— Uji were for the most part granted by 
the sovereign to certain members or one or another 
of the kabane families in recognition of some special 
merit or to designate some special profession. 
Among the most ancient of these are : Mononobe, 
Odomo, Imb6, Nakatomi, and Soga ; but the most 
famous in all the histo^ of Japan are Minamoto, 
Taira, Eujiwara, and Tachibana. The last four 
are at once thought of as in particular ‘the xijV 
So prominent were they that they have by some 
been erroneously considered kabane. Sugawara, 
Kij’obara, Kamo, Urabe, and Abe are also among 
the more prominent uji names. 

2. Local names. — As the descendants of these 
uji families increased, certain branches took a local 
or territorial name in addition to the lyi narae. 
Thus the number of apparently distinct families 
increased. In A.B. 816 a ‘Eecord of Kabane and 
Uji ’ was published. This contained 1182 uji names, 
many of the local or territorial names having taken 
the place of the true family-name, or uji. Most 
of these branch families, bearing distinct names, 
were in reality members of some one of the large 
uji. 

Until the beginning of the Meiji era the bearers 
of kabane or uji names were of high rank ; and 
the common people, except for some special and 
extraordinary service, wereallowed mereiypersonal 
names. At the beginning of the Meiji era the 
government ordered all to take family -names ; and, 
upon registration, the free changing of personal 
names was no longer allowed. At that time many 
millions of new families adopted names for the first 
time ; but these were mostly of the local type, 
such as had in the earlier period been taken in 
addition to kabane or uji names. A large number 
adopted some popular name ; and it was not un- 
usual for whole villages to take the same name, 
often the name of the locality or of the village 
itself ; and thus the use of the same family-name 


did not of necessity signify any near relationship. 
The number of distinct family-names now recorded 
in the Tokyo Directory is 4146 ; and the Postal 
Cheque List of the whole country gives 4942. 
Probably the number of family -names in present 
use in Japan is no less than 10,000. 

In writing Japanese family-names Chinese char- 
acters are used. The larger number of names 
consist of two characters which may be pronounced 
arbitrarily according to the taste of the family in one 
of two ways : the Japanese or the Chinese. Some 
names are of only one character, and rarely three 
or more are used. Of the Chinese characters used, 
certain ones are very common ; and the majority 
have some connexion with nature or natural 
objects: Yama, ‘Mountain’; Kawa, ‘Eiver’; Ta, 
or Da, ‘ Eice-field ’ ; Mura, ' Village ’ ; No, ‘ Field ’ ; 
Hara, ‘ Plain ’ ; Ike, ‘ Pond ’ ; Hayashi, ‘ Forest ’ ; 
Oka, ‘ Hill ’ ; Shima, ‘ Island ’ ; Mori, ‘ Grove ’ ; 
Tani, ‘Valley’; Ama, or Am6, ‘The Heaven’; 
Hoshi, ‘ Star ' ; Hi, ‘ Sun ’ ; Tsuki, ‘ Moon,’ etc. 
These are all individually written in one Chinese 
character, though most are dissyllabic in pronun- 
ciation. Second to characters of this class are 
those signifying plant life : Ki, ‘ Tree ’ ; Matsu, 
‘Pine’;Sngi, ‘Cedar’; Ume, ‘Plum’; Sakura, 

‘ Cherry ’ ; Fuji, ‘ Wisteria,’ etc. 

To these nominal forms all kinds of descriptive 
characters were added such as: great, small, 
middle, upper, lower, broad, high, black, white, 
red, blue, east, west, north, south, and many 
more. 

3. Korean names. — Among the older family- 
names a considerable number came from Korea 
when the more or less extensive immigration from 
that country took place. In the ‘Eecord of 
Kabane and Uji’ a number of such names are 
given. For the most part, however, the Koreans, 
when naturalized, were given Japanese names or 
else their Korean names soon became so modified 
as to lose any distinctively Korean peculiarities 
which they had. 

4. Personal names. — Personal names in ancient 
times, especially of men of rank, were of great 
length, as is seen in the Kojiki and Nihongi. The 
following may serve as fair examples : Ameni- 
gishi-kuninigishi-amatsuhidaka-hikonononinigino- 
mikoto, and Ameshirushikuni-oshiliiraki toyosn- 
kurahikono-sumeramikoto. 

5. Royal names. — As time went on, such royal 
family-names had a tendency to shorten. The 
real name of royalty was Imina, meaning ‘the 
name to be avoided,’ for it was usually avoided in 
conversation or writing. Imina ending with hito 
was adopted as distinctive of royalty, being limited 
to emperors and princes of the blood. The char- 
acter read hito means ‘benevolence,’ and was first 
adopted by the Emperor Seiwa (859-876) in the 
name Tadahito. The name of Emperor Daigo 
(898-930) was Atsuhito ; and since his time the 
special ending has been used -with every imperial 
name. The name of Meiji Tenno, the late emperor, 
was Mutsuhito. 

6. Nanori. — Nanori of two Chinese characters 
were from the Middle Ages adopted by members 
of the official and samurai class. It was also the 
imina for them. Within the same family many 
would adopt one of these two characters as a toriji, 
or character-in-common ; e.g., among the descen- 
dants of Minamoto Yoriyoshi, either yori or yoshi 
was used in common for several generations : Yori- 
yoshi, Yoshiiye, Yoshitsuna, Yoshimitsu, Tame- 
yoshi, Yoshichika, Yoshikuni, Yoshitomo, Yori- 
tomo. In the Tokugawa family lye was the 
ioriji : lyeyasu, lyemitsu, lyetsuna, lyenobu, 
lyetsugu. It is to he noticed that the name 
employed in addition to the family-name was 
placed after the family -name. 
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7* Torina. — Torina, or zokumyo, popular or 
secular names, were used in everyday intercourse. 
With the passing of the old distinctions between 
the upper and the lower classes, all are now free 
to use these or other nation together with their 
family-names. 

In selecting the personal names for their children, 
certain families have the custom of using a single 
character as a common element for all, as in wie 
case of nanori ; hut there is no general hahitin the 
matter.^ The naming of a child after an ancestor 
or relative is rare. The adcmtion of the same name 
in succession hy the head of the family is practised 
to a certain extent, especially in the case of trade 
or professional names. 

8 . Names for male children. — In the personal 
names of male children certain distinctive termina- 
tions are popular : ro, suke, kichi, zo, bei, etnon, 
hiko, maro, _ etc. Of these some are remnants of 
old ofBcial titles, now unused, while others simply 
signify a son or male child. Ro, ‘male child,’ 
together with a number designating the order of 
his birth, is a very common personal name : Taro, 
or Icliiro, ‘The b'irst Male^; Jiro, ‘The Second 
Male’; Saburo, ‘The Third Male,’ etc. To these 
combinations certain Chinese characters of noble 
meaning are often prefixed; Tokutaro, ‘Virtue 
First Male ’ ; Tokujiro, ‘ Virtue Second Male ’ ; 
Tokusaburo, ‘Virtue Third Male,’ etc. Some of 
the most common of these prefixed characters are 
read: jwosa, ‘ good ’ ; zen, ‘ just’ ; micAi, ‘right- 
eous way ’ ; yu, ‘ courage ’ ; shin, ‘ faithful,’ etc. 
Names of plants and animals are also of frequent 
use ; and regard to what would produce harmoni- 
ous combination with the family-name is not 
neglected. 

9. Names for female children. — In the personal 
names of female children in ancient times the 
termination mikoto or hime was distinctive. Dur- 
ing the Middle Ages, in families of rank, the name 
often terminated m ko. The names have all been 
gradually shortened and simplified ; and at present 
the greater number contain only two syllables. In 
the case of such short names, however, a certain 
lack is felt, a certain undefined brusqueness, which 
is obviated by the supplementary prefix 0 . Of 
late the termination ko is increasingly taking the 
place of the prefix 0 , both forms serving alike to 
give a pleasing fullness to the name. Female 
names are often those of plants, trees, or animals ; 
Matsu (Omatsu or Matsuko), ‘Pine ’ ; Take (Otake 
or Takeko), ‘ Bamboo ’ ; Ume (Oume or Umeko), 
‘Plum’; Tsuru (Otsuru or Tsuruko), ‘Stork’; 
Kam6 (Okame or Kameko), ‘ Tortoise,’ etc. 
These are popular from their omen, which promises 
long life. Classical names or those selected for 
their honourable meaning are not uncommon : 
Michi, ‘ Kighteous Way ’ ; Yoshi, ‘Justice ’ ; Toku, 
‘Virtue’; Ai, ‘ Charity,’ etc. 

In ancient times it appears to have been the 
custom that the mother should name the children ; 
but after the Middle Ages, without any definite 
point of change, the right of naming devolved upon 
the father. In samurai families, as late as the 
opening of the present era, infant names were 
given ; and then, at the age of fifteen, these 
temporary names were usually changed for per- 
manent personal names. 

10. Foreign names. — As relations with Western 
nations became more intimate, and especially as the 
influence of Christianity deepened. Western and 
Christian names were adopted to a slight extent. 
These names were for the most part so expressed 
in Chinese characters as to appear perfectly natural 
to the Japanese eye and ear. The following may 
be taken as examples; Jo for Joseph, Paul, Ben, 
Samuru for Samuel, Joji for George, and Yugo for 
Hugo. 


11. Azana. Azana, or alternate names, were 
occasionally taken by officers and scholars, after a 
Chmese custom, in addition to nation and regular 
family-names ; but of these little practical use was 
made. 

12. Noms de plume. — Go, literary noms deplume 
were not uncommon with scholars, writers, and 
artists; and in many cases these names became 
more popularly known than the real and le^al 
cognomens. Of these the best known examples 
are : Nakaye Toju (Yoyemon), Kumazawa Banzan 
(Sukeyemon), Rai Sanyo (Kiutaro), Yoshida Shoin 
(Torajiro), Yokoi Shonan (Heishiro), Nakamura 
Keiu (Masanao). These go, generally taken from 
the name of some locality, mountain, or river, were 
ordinarily written in two Chinese characters, 
seldom in three or more. Occasionally scholars of 
the Japanese Classics adopted go expressed in 
Japanese characters ; but these were not at all 
popular. 

Thus it -will be seen that a man of rank or 
scholarship might possess at the same time a large 
number or family and personal names ; kabane, 
uji,^ a local family name, a nanori or imina, a 
torina, an azana, a go, and, after death, a hbmyo, 
i or religious name. 

! 13. Expressions of respect. — Following the 

! name, not preceding it, certain expressions of re- 
spect are used. The most common m conversation, 
whether after the family or the personal name, 
regardless of sex or rank, is San. Sama may be 
used instead to express special distinction, as by a 
maid to her mistress. In writing, San is never 
used excm)t in most familiar communications. 
Sama or Dono takes its place among all classes. 
Kun, is a common form in addressing men, and 
may be thought of as taking the place of the 
English Mr. 

14. Professional names. — Among actors certain 
family and personal names are taken by genera- 
tions of pupils. Ichikawa Danjuro is the profes- 
sional name now held in the ninth generation; 
Ichikawa Yaozo in the eighth generation; and 
Nakamura Kanzaburo in the thirteenth. The 
same custom may be found among musicians and 
artists. In certain crafts specific characters are 
often used in common by successive generations, 
being recognized as distinctive. The names of 
Buddhist priests, usually of two characters, are 
ordinarily taken from the Buddhist scriptures and 
are pronounced in special Chinese fashion. 

15. Posthumous names. — Okurina, or posthu- 

mous names, have been common with royalty and 
among the nobility. In the reign of Kotoku (645- 
654) the posthumous name Jimmn was given to 
the first sovereign, and since that time the custom 
has continued until the present time, when the 
late emperor is known by the posthumous name of 
Meiji Tenno. These names have for the most part 
been characteristic of the individual or his reign or 
some locality associated with him. _ . _ 

16. Religious names. — ^After the introduction of 
Buddhism the custom of giving kaimyo, or hbmyo, 
‘religious names,’ to the dead became common. 
These were inscribed on the ancestral tablets and 
on the grave-stones, so that rarely were actual 
personal names to be found in such connexions. In 
recent years this custom has somewhat weakened ; 
and more and more the ordinary personal and 
famUy name, acquired and used as in the west, 
is becoming the only name that marks the grave 
of the dead. 

Lutrattoe . — Shinsen Shoshi Jtoku 
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NAMES (Jewsh). — The post*Biblical period 
shows much the same general phenomena as are 
discemihle in the Biblicalage (see N AHES [Hebrew] ; 
HDB iii. 478 ff. ; and G. B. Gray, Hebrew Proper 
Names, London, 1896). The most significant 
modification concerns the , marking of family 
sequence by the application to descendants of 
names borne by ancestors. In Palestine the nam- 
ing of children after their grandfathers can be 
traced only to the Greek period, about the 3rd 
cent. B.C. But the Elephantine papyri carrj' the 
custom back some two centuries for the Egyptian 
Jews (Gray, in Stxidien zur scmitischcn Philologie, 
Giessen, 1914, p. 161 ff.). In the Rabbinic period 
the custom was well established, and it was recog- 
nized that a change had occurred from the older 
Israelite practice of naming a child after some 
circumstance at his birth. The change was justi- 
fied by Rabbis of the 2nd cent. A.D. on two grounds : 
(1) the need of aiding the preservation of family 
genealogies, and (2) the loss of the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in selecting the incident which was 
to be enshrined in the child’s name (Midr. Gen. 
Rabbdh, xxxvii.). It has never become custom- 
ary for Jewish children to bear their parents’ 
names ; there are exceptions, but in most cases 
the child seems to have been posthumous. More 
usual is the choice of the grandfather’s name, 
though the tendency has been, since the 13th 
cent., not to name a child after a living relative 
(L. Low, Die Lebensaltcr in derjudischen Literatvr, 
Szegedin, 1875, p. 95). 

A full study of the history of Jewish personal 
names throughout the ages was published by L. 
Zunz in 1836 (reprinted in Zunz’s Gesammelte 
Schriften, Berlin, 1876, ii. 1-82). At that time 
the Prussian Government, following a Bohemian 
precedent of 1787, was proposing to introduce 
legislation restricting the Jews to Biblical personal 
names (cf. J. Jacobs, in JE ix. 156 f.). Zunz had 
no difficulty in demonstrating that Jews had freely 
used non-Biblical names, adopting in succession 
Babylonian, Persian, Aramaic, Greek, Latin, 
Arabic, and later European designations. Many 
Hebrew names were translated into the vernaculars 
of Europe and Asia. Zunz’s work contains long 
lists of the Jemsh names of various periods ; and 
there are some similar lists in Jacobs’ article. In 
these lists Biblical names by no means predominate. 
The variety of Jewish names revealed in the 
English records of the 12th and 13th centuries is 
very remarkable. 

With regard to surnames, there are indications 
that descriptive epithets were becoming 'common 
in the Rabbinic period, and that these ivere 
developed chiefiy in lands where Arabic influence 
prevailed. Family-names were turned into sur- 
names ; so were place-names. The many wander- 
ings of the Jews in the Middle Ages and more 
recent times induced the custom of naming a new 
settler after the torvn or country from which he 
had migrated. Then, again, such terms as Cohen 
and Levi, originally descriptive of descent, became 
surnames. Such names as Maimuni (or Maimoni- 
des), i.e. ‘ son of Maimon,’ in the 12th cent., and 
Mendelssohn, ‘son of Mendel,’ in the 18th, are 
illustrations of the practice of converting^ the 
father’s personal name into a surname. Animal- 
names are probably more common among J ews than 
among the general population. In the medireval 
period occupations suggested many names, and in 
the centuries approachmg the modem age names 
were derived, especially in Germany, from the 
business signs (such as tbe red shield which gave 
the Rothschilds their name). The intercourse 
Between Jews and their fellow-citizens after the 
emancipation period rendered it necessary for the 
former to bear distinctive civic names. This had 


been the case long before in Spain, and was growing 
common throughout Europe when, in 1787, the 
custom became regular in Central and Northern 
Europe. In the year named the Jews of the 
Austrian empire were ordered by laAv to adopt 
surnames ; if any refused, the registration com- 
missioners were empowered to enforce names of 
their own selection (cf. Jacobs, loc. cit.). 

The naming of the child has at various times 
been a ceremony of considerable moment. The 
period covered by Scripture is fully dealt with in 
the Bible Dictionaries and in art. Names (Hebrew). 
From the 12th cent., according to Low (p. 97), not 
earlier, Jew’ish boys ■were named on their eighth 
day, during the circumcision rite. The formulre 
vary ; the now common form may be found in the 
Authorised Daily Prayer Book (ed. S. Singer, 
London, 1914, p. 305 ; cf. Low, p. 101). A formula 
for the naming of girls is given in some rites (see 
Book of Prayer . . . according to the Custom of 
the Spanish and Portuguese Jews, ed. M. Gaster, 
London, 1901, i. ISO) ; it is becoming customary to 
name girls at the first visit paid by the mother to 
the Synagogue after the birth of the child (Singer, 
p. 312). The names thus given are mostly in 
Hebrew, though sometimes the vernacular names 
are merely transliterated into Hebrew' letters — 
a custom which goes back to Talmudic times. 
Such names as Alexander and Julian were thus 
treated in the Rabbinic age. Often the Hebrew’ 
and common names corresponded either exactly 
or in meaning, but in modern times there is 
frequently no e.xaet correspondence between the 
Hebrew and ordinary names ; thus the chief Rabbi 
Hermann Adler bad the Hebrew name Naphtali. 
There is, however, some remote connexion in 
meaning between the two names. It is still 
customary to find a Hebrew name beginning 
with the same letter as the vernacular name. 
Most Jews still bear tw’o names (though the two 
are often identical), the one Hebrew’ (termed 
‘ sacred name ’ and used in Hebrew documents, in 
tbe Synagogue, in epitaphs, and so forth), the 
other vernacular (termed ‘ common name,’ ■used 
for ordinary purposes). The Hebrew names thus 
conferred are borne throughout life, except that, 
under Kabbalistic influence, some rites direct the 
change of name in case of illness, in a prayer for 
the patient’s recovery (for a formula see Gaster, p. 
195). This custom is now more honoured in the 
breach than in the observance, though it has some 
Talmudic authority, for in T. B. Bosh Hashandh, 
166, mention is made of the efficacy of a change of 
name. Names are still changed on conversion ; 
thus a Jewish convert to Christianity is given a 
new name, such as Paul, w’hile a convert to Judaism 
receives a patriarchal name (Abraham, Sarah, or 
the like). On the other hand, it was held by the 
Rabbis a meritorious trait in the sons of Jacob 
that in their Egyptian en'vironment ‘ they did not 
change their names’ {Lev. Babbdh, xxxii. 5). A 
pleasant custom w’ith regard to Hebrew’ names is 
the selection of a Scriptural text, beginning and 
ending w’ith the same letters as the Hebrew name ; 
the text is then a kind of motto for the bearer of 
the name. A long list of such texts may be found 
in S. Baer, Abodat Yisrael, Rodelheim, 1868, p. 
106. Some have sought the source of this custom 
in the Talmudic references to an older school 
usage. ‘ Repeat to me thy verse,’ says a ■v’isitor to 
the school (cf. the incidents recorded in E&gtgdh, 
15n). But the verse in these passages was some 
recently-learned text, and apparentlj’ had no con- 
nexion ■with the pupil’s name. 


art. add : J. Jacobs, Jnes of Angevin England, London, 1893, 
esp. pp. 345^69 ; H. Gross, Gallia judaica, Paris, 1897 ; and, 
for the ancient period, S. Daiches, Publication no. 2 of Jews’ 
CoUege, London, 1910. X. AbILVHAMS. 
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NAMES (Lapp). — i. Saivo and saivo names. — 
Among the primitive beliefs of the Lapps was the 
worship of dead relatives. They thought that the 
souls of dead kinsmen helped their descendants 
and were reborn in them. But they regarded the 
name as a kind of soul, and therefore the trans- 
mission of names was of great importance. In 
order that a man might possess the character of 
a dead kinsman he must nave his name, and dead 
men would help only those of the living who bore 
their names. 

The burying-places of the Lapps on sacred 
mountains were called saivos, or saivo homes. 
Immediately after death souls passed into that 
saivo a tenant of which had been their familiar 
spirit while they lived. There, close rmder the 
ground, dwelt all souls of the dead, both men and 
beasts, passing a life like their earthly life, except 
that they were more prosperous and more powerful. 
They protected and helped those who survived 
them. The saivo men and women were the 
familiar spirits of those who bore their names, and 
the saivo beasts were also helpful spirits, especially 
to the shaman, whose retinue or familiars com- 
prised not only his saivo men but also his saivo 
animals, viz. saivo birds, saivo fish or serpents, 
and saivo reindeer. Every adult Laplander had 
one or more of these familiar 8_pirits represented 
by saivo names. The more saivo spirits a Lap- 
lander possessed, the higher was his reputation. 
Saivo spirits were obtained by skUl in magic, by 
inheritance, or by gift or purchase. Parents while 
still living^ often divided their familiar spirits 
among their children ; if they did not, their neirs 
took them. Marriages ivere esteemed in propor- 
tion to the number of familiar spirits, rejiresented 
by saivo names, that were brought into the 
marriage bond. 

2 . Transmission of saivo names. — When a 
woman was pregnant, she was informed in a dream 
by a dead man what name the child should be 
given and also what dead man should rise to life 
again in the child. If she did not learn this in a 
dream, the father or other relatives had to find 
out by divination or by consulting the shaman. 
Missionaries living among the Norwegian Lapps 
(1716-34) stated that in their time babies were 
christened with common Norwegian names, but, 
as soon as the christening party returned from 
church, a laugo, or washing, of their own religion 
was held. This laugo was called same-namma- 
kastates, ‘Lapp-name baptism.’ The child was 
thereby consecrated to Sarakka, the birth-wife, 
and received a Lappish name which had been 
home generally by some ancestor and communi- 
cated S) the relatives in the manner mentioned 
above. This name was always used, the Christian 
name being ignored and forgotten, 

‘When afterwards the child falls ill, or cries more than it 
should, it is imputed to no other cause than because a )ust and 
genuine name was not given it. ... A new washing was 
undertaken, when a new name was acquired, taken from one 
of his ancestors ; and this is the reason why you meet with 
Laplanders frequently that have two or three names’ (Leem, 
De Lapponibus Finmarehice, p. 493, Eng. tr. in J. Pinkerton’s 
Voj/ages, London, lSOS-14, 1. 483). 

This new name was called adda-namma. Scheffer 
(Lapponia, p. 301) reports similar changes of name 
among the Swedish Lapps, and Hogstrom (Be- 
skrifning, p. 138), who also wrote of the Swedish 
Lapps, says that, when a child was ill or trouble- 
some, or sometimes for other reasons — e.g., to 
avert a suspected misfortune — the Lapps_ changed 
its name, washing away the old name with water 
coloured red by a decoction of alder-bark. Leem 
also mentions the use of alder-bark juice for this 
purpose (p. 496). C. Ganander (Mythologia Fen- 
nica, Abo, 1789, p. 61) quotes the MS of Lenart 
Sidenius, a Danish missionary working in Norway 


about 1716, who speaks of the magic baptism of 
the Lapps, by Avhich they acquire a magic name 
and with it a namma-guelle, or ‘ name-fish,’ one of 
their under^ound deities, which becomes their 
familiar spirit. ‘ They feign,’ says Leem (p. 417 ; 
Eng. tr., p. 460), ‘ that very few can have this, 
unless on the second baptism.’ The name-fish 
seems identical with the saivo fish which helped 
the shaman to hurt his enemies and can-ied him 
on his journey to the realm of the dead. 'The 
statement of Sidenius may perhaps mean that, 
when a man was re-baptized as a shaman in the 
name of a dead kinsman who had possessed a saivo 
fish, such fish thereupon became the name-fish 
and familiar spirit of the new shaman. 

The baptismal rites of eame-namma and adda-namma were 
never administered by the Christian godmother, but by another 
woman, generally the mother. She used warm water into 
which, Jessen says (Ds Finnorum, p. 36), two twigs of birch 
were thrown, one in its natural shape, the other twisted into 
the form of a ring. The laugo-edne, or washing wife, then 
addressed the baby, saying, ‘Be thou as fruitful and strong as 
the birch-tree from which these twigs were taken.’ Leem and 
Hogstrom, however, state that alder-bark was decocted in the 
water. After throwing into the water some brass or silver 
object called nammaskiello, she then baptized the child, saying, 

‘ I baptize thee with a new name, N.N. Thou shalt thrive better 
with this water than with that in which the priest dipped thee. 
By this washing I call thee up, O dead man, N.N. Thou shalt 
now rise up again, be healthy and receive a new body. And 
thou, child, shalt have the same fortune ns the dead man N.N. 
had in his lifetime.’ After the child has been baptized, she 
adds, ‘Now thou art baptized with the same-namma (or adda- 
namma) baptism, with the dead man’s name : see how well 
thou wilt thrive therewith 1 ’ The skiello was then taken from 
the water and tied to the child. It was highly prized as an 
amulet, and boys, when they grew up, tied it to their magic 
drums. Before the rite of same-namma baptism offerings were 
made to Sarakka, and both the water and the child were con- 
secrated to her; but in the adda-namma baptism offerings 
were made to the dead man who was then reborn. When any 
one was to enter the ranks of the noaides, or| shamans, he was 
baptized, and, whenever any one received a saivo spirit, he was 
baptized in the name of the dead man who was reborn in him. 
Even old men over seventy were sometimes rechristened when 
ill. One old liapp mentioned by Jessen (p. 40) had an adda- 
namma and thirteen saivo names, three of which be had re- 
ceived from his mother in her lifetime, and the rest he had 
inherited from various relatives. A Lapp youth had no oddo- 
namma, properly so called, because he bad never been ill, but 
he had two saivo names, one of which be had received as a 
present from his lather, and the other be bad obtained for 
himself by the practice of magic. 

These ceremonies are a curious blend of Christian, 
Scandinavian, and Finno-Ugrian infiuences._ It 
seems probable that the water-baptism itself is of 
Christian origin ; but the Lappish custom as a 
whole is evidently of a more ancient descent, and 
may have been, as V. M. MikhaUovskii asserts, 

‘ one of the most sacred rites ’ of the pagan Lapps 
(JAI xxiv. [1894] 148). Fjellner, the well-informed 
Lapp who supplied O. Donner with much of the 
material for his Lieder der happen (Helsingfors, 
1876), told G. von Diiben, the Swedish writer, 
that Lappish baptism was very old and mentioned 
in their most ancient songs. We may gather from 
the evidence of Hogstrom, Leem, and Jessen that 
during the first half of the 18th cent., when the 
influence of Christian missionaries was making 
most progress, tivigs of birch were placed in the 
baptismal water, but that, where pagan influences 
remained strong, alder-bark was used by both 
Norwegian and Swedish Lapps. It might perhaps 
be inferred that in the pre-Christian rite the 
patient was daubed with alder-bark juice, a sub- 
stitute for, or equivalent to, blood, which had 
deep religious significance for the Lapps, and was 
used by them to a large extent in the very curious 
survivals of old ritual which followed the killing 
of bears.* Othemdse the name-giving customs are 

1 See P, FjeUstrom, Om Lappames SjdmfSnge, Stockbolro, 
1765. It may be noticed that with the Chukchis, before name 
giving ceremonies eimilar to those of the Lapps, the faces oi 
mother, child, and relatives were emeared with blood O'- 
Bogoras, ‘The Chukchee,' in 3Iem. Amer. ilus. Nat. Mid.: 
The Jesuf (forth Pacific Expedition, vol. vii. pt. ii. pOOiJ 
p. 611. 


NAMES (Sumerian) 


171 


of a general character, and occur •with variations 
all over the north. The belief that ancestors come 
to life again in descendants named after them, 
which seems the root-idea of these Lappish customs, 
is of course not peculiar to the Lapps, who indeed 
borrowed much of their religion, like their lan- 
guage, from neighbours of alien blood. Such beliefs 
and customs are prevalent not only in Siberia hut 
also among N. American Indians, and among the 
Eskimos, both American and Asiatic.^ 

Literaicbb.— F or Swedish Lapps: J. Schetfer, Lapponia, 
Frankfort, 1673, Eng. tr., Oxford, 1674; P. Hogstrbm, 
Beskrifning Sfver de till Sveriges krona Igdande Lappmarker, 
Stockholm, n.d. (1746-47). For Norwegian Lapps: E. J. 
lessen, De Finnonttn Lapponumque Noncegioorum Re- 
itgione. Copenhagen, 1767; K. Leem, De Lapponilms Fin- 
marchuB eorumqtte lingua, vita et religione, do. 1767. 

Charles J. Billson. 

NAMES (Sumerian). — ^The oldest inscriptions 
of the Sumerians are contracts and business records, 
and these invariably contain names of persons in 
private life. These sources probably begin before 
4000 B.C., so that we possess sources for the study 
of the personal names of this the oldest civilized 
people from the beginning of history until they 
were finally absorbed into the Semitic Babylonian 
race about 2000 B.C. The most remarkable fact 
about the personal names of this agglutinating 
language is that even the rude archaic inscriptions 
of almost pre-historio times contain no names 
reflecting the lower stages of culture. They have 
already fteed themselves from names referring to 
bodily deformities, so frequent in the later Baby- 
lonian names.^ Animal names have also disap- 
peared, except in the names of the gods, most of 
whom preserved animal attributes, and were fre- 
quently referred to by animal titles. In two classes 
of personal names the words for ‘ dog ’ {ur) and 
‘ maturing young animal ’ (amar) constantly recur, 
but they are no longer used in their original senses. 
A very large group of names begin with wr, followed 
by the name of a deity, or some sacred place or 
object, as Ur-Bau, literally 'Dog of the goddess 
Ban’; Ur-Nin&, ‘ Dag ol the goddess Nina ’ ; Ur- 
gigir-gid-da, ‘ Dog of the long wagon,’ etc. In all 
these cases ur really means ‘ menial,’ ‘ servant,’ 
one who is attached to the worship of these deities, 
sacred relics, or objects employed m the cults. We 
cannot even say that we have here a remnant of 
pre-historic animal names. The Semitic names, 
which are often mere translations of Sumerian 
forms, never have the word for ‘ dog’ in this class 
of names, but only warad, ‘ servant ’ ; Warad-Bau, 
Warad-Nina, would be their rendering, not Kalab-^ 
Bau, etc. As to amar, which for the sake_ of 
bre-vity we shall translate by ‘ calf,’ the meaning 
is not so clear. It forms a small group of names in 
the soTirces of all periods and was rendered into 
Semitic by Mru, ‘maturing young of animals.’ 
Thus we have Amar-Enzu, ‘ Calf of Enzu (the 
moon-god),’ Semitic Bur-Sin ; Amar-6-hil, ‘ Calf of 
the new temple,’ etc. The Sumerians, and after 
them the Semites,^ probably employed^ this word 
in the sense of ‘ sturdy ofispring,*^ certainly not in 
the oririnal animal sense. The element stibar^ 
originally means ‘ pig,’ Semitic gahU, and, like ur 
and amar, forms a small group of names of the 
type Subar-Bau, Subar-Utu, literally, ‘ Pig of the 
goddess Bau,’ ‘ Pig of the sun-god,’ etc., but the 
Sumerians clearly attached no such meaning to 

1 See, e.g., J. G. Frazer, GB3, pt. il, Taboo, London, 1911, pp. 
366, 370, 371, Totemism and Exogamy, do. 1910, ii. 344-346, 
lii. 297 ; K. Rasmussen, People of the Polar North, do. 190S, 
p. 116 ; M. A. CzapUcka, Aboriginal Siberia, Oxford, 1914, pp. 
132, 135, 130; 144. 

2 See on these Semitic names H. Hoima, Die assyrisch-babg- 
tonisehen Personennamen, Heisingfors, 1914. 

s Semitic word for * dog.’ 

4 Semitic Babylonian names beginning ulth Bdr are not 
genuine Semitic names and gradually disappeared. 

“ Falsely read tah in all previous lists of Sumerian names. 


these names, but imderstood ‘Servant of Bau,’ 
‘Servant of Utu,’ etc., for the syllabars render 
subar by ardu, ‘ servant,’ and in ancient texts 
sttbar and nitah (the ordinary word for wardu, 

* servant’) occur side by side as class names.^ One 
of the most common personal names in Sumerian 
is Subar, which probably stands for the diidne 
name Ninsubar, ‘Lord of pigs.’ With these 
gronps of names thus disposed of, there remains 
not tne slightest trace of connecting human heings 
with animals in assigning names.° In those names 
which contain literal animal references we have to 
do with epithets of the gods which form part of 
the personal names ; e.g., the names Dun-tur, 
‘Little zebu,’ Mag-tiir, ‘Little kid,’ MaS-gula, 

‘ Great kid,’ Mai-du, ‘ Kid,’ Subar-tur, ‘ The little 
pig,’ Enzu,^ ‘ The she-goat,’ are apocopated forms 
in which the full name is reduced to the divine 
animal epithet. 

Sumerian has no so-called pet names, or hypo- 
coristica, and the language has in fact no proper 
diminutive endings. A considerable number of 
names end with the suffix mu, ‘my,’ as SeS-a-mu, 
‘ The brother ‘ is my father,’ dBungi-zi-mu, ‘ Dungi 
is my breath of life,’ Dim-zi-mu, ‘ The creating 
one is my breath of life,’ dEnlil-bad-mu, ‘ EnlU is 
my wall (of defence),’ and hypocoristicalike Zi-mu, 
‘My breath of life.’ The suffix mu is not to be 
regarded as having the force of endearment, but 
it forms a grammatical part of the original name 
and can be omitted in apocopated forms. Thus 
we have ^Enlil-bad-mu ana ^Enlil-bad. 

It appears that the complicated and theological 
names given to Sumerians great and humble were 
not assigned to their owners at birth, but at a later 
period, perhaps not until the age of their majority. 
This statement is deduced from two facts : (a) in 
the temple records infants, boys and girls, and 
orphans do not have names, but are entered in the 
lists simply as ‘ an infant,’ ‘ a boy,’ ‘ a girl,’ etc. ; 
(b) the names never refer to circumstances of 
birth. 

Sumerian names are almost invariably of a theo- 
logical character, and may be divided into two 
great groups : (i.) names which represent a complete 
grammatical sentence ; and (ii.) names composed 
of construct and genitive. In the early iperiod 
names of the former group preponderate, but 
the tendency to use names of the second group 
OTew, and in the periods of the Ur and Isin 
dynasties the second group represents nearly half 
of the personal names. A name of the chief group 
originally consisted of a complete sentence, and 
generally has no reference to the life of the indi- 
vidual, but is taken from some well-knoivn religious, 
historical, or magic text. A very large number 
are taken from hymns of the Tammuz and Innini 
cult. Thus we have Nin-geg-ra-ki-ag, ‘ 'The queen 
loves the brother’ — an idea frequently expressed 
in the liturgies of the wailing of the mother-goddess 
for her brother Tammuz; Seg-azag-gi-gt'i-mu-gin, 
‘ Unto the holy brother she has gone ’ — an apoco- 
pated form, in which the subject (Ama, the mother, 
or Nin, the queen, etc.) is omitted at the beginning 
of the name. A large number of names are really 
citations from liturgical texts; e.g., we find the 
following name in its varions distorted forms, Me- 
stg-gan-e, Me-sig-nu-di, Bara-slg-nu-di, Avhich are 

1 Allotte de la Fuj'e, Documents prieargonigues. Paris, 1908- 
1913, no. 119 "VI. 

2 A small proup of names begin with dun, which denotes a 
bovine animal, but this word also means ‘strong,’ ’heroic,’ 
‘sturdy,’ and has probably no reference to an animal in these 
names. It occurs in names of the tj-pe Dun-UEnlillikenag, 
’The sturdy Enlii loves,’ Dun-gag-kuS, ‘The pensive sturdy 
one,’ Dun-SeS, ‘ The sturdy brother ’ (referring to Tammuz), 

3 Thureau-Dangin, Recueil de tablettes ckaldiennes, Paris. 
1903, no. 11 V. 

4 ‘ Brother ’ is an epithet of the god Tammuz and always 
refers to him in Sumerian names. 
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really taken from a line of ajliturgy, Lugal-mu me 
hara sig-gan nu-di,^ ‘My king wliose decrees in 
the sanctuary cease not.’ The name Lugal-me- 
gal-gal and its apocopated form, Lugal-me, rest 
upon a line like Lugal-me-gal-gal sag-an-Su mi-ni- 
ib-il, ‘The king® exalted the great decrees unto 
heaven,’® Names taken from historical inscrip- 
tions are numerous ; e.g., we have in various dis- 
torted forms the name Nig-'ud-ul-sig-i,* Nig-ul- 
fig-t,^ prohahly taken from the end of a building 
inscription which, after describing the construction 
of a temple, says, nig-ud-ul-du-a ‘ that which 
unto future days has been raised gloriously.’ ® The 
name Sig-hi-gi, ‘Its brick he restored,’’ is for Sig- 
hi-hi-hi-mu-gi, ‘ Its brick to its place he restored ’ 
— a phrase which is found in many building ir 
scriptions. Names taken from incantation-texts 
are easily detected ; Nin-&u-el,^ ‘ The queen-clean 
hands,’ probably stands for Nin-Su-el-gi-gi, ‘ Into 
the clean hands of the queen restore him,’ or some 
other phrase of magical texts like Nin-Su-el-a-ni-ta 
mu-un-ku-e, ‘The queen with pure hands has 
eaten.’ Names of purely ethical import are rare. 
The only one known to the present writer, Nam- 
ku-li-ni-dug, ‘ Friendship is good,’® is probably ex- 
tracted from some religious text. 

W e have, therefore, the remarkable example of 
a people who werekno-wn to each other by abstract 
religious phrases, usually shortened to convenient 
length, and often in such a way as to show that 
they had quite forgotten or at any rate neglected 
the original phrase; e.g., note the apocopation 
Me-sig-gan-e above, in which the negative nu and 
the lielping verb di are omitted, thus completely 
destroymg the sense. Often names are so reduced 
as to mean the opposite of the sense intended. 
Thus Lngal-nig-d-zx-nu-ag, ‘The king does no 
cruel thing,’ becomes Lugal-nig-d-zi-ag, ‘The king 
does that which is cruel.’ “ In reducing this class 
of names the phrase may be apocopated at the 
beginning, in the middle, or at the end. Already 
in the early period this process has so distorted the 
names that many are a complete mystery, and in 
the later periods the names are almost wholly 
apocopations.'® In the early period at least half of 
the names are unintelligible. As an example of 
the ruthless manner in which names were shortened 
wm'ps.T&Nin-Su-gal-lam, ‘ The queen of Shugallam,’ 
which is itself apocopated for ‘ The queen loves 
the chapel Shugallam,’ or some similar phrase. 
This name appears as Nin-iu-lam and Nin-gal-lam. 
Nin-gu-hi stands for Nin-Sag-gu-bi-mu-gi, ‘The 
queen’s heart returns to its level,’ i.e. she ceases 
to be angry, a poetical phrase taken from the return 
of the raging river to its banks. In the late period 
we have Azag-ga-ni, which would be unintelligible ^ 
if we did not possess the early form Ka-azag-ga-ni- 
mu-ba, ‘ He has opened his pure mouth.’ 

Barely do names have any relation to occupa- 


tion. A priest who managed the religious rites 
connected with a canal has the n&me Lugal-idig-na, 
‘ The king of the Tigris,’ a short form containing 
simply the title of the river-god. It is perhaps no 
accident that the name of a part of Eridu, a city 
on the Persian Gulf, occurs in the name of a fisher- 
man, Amar-S-ubaru-{ki), ‘The sturdy one of the 
city Shubaru,’® 

I. Names which represent a complete gram- 
[ matical sentence. — Names of this great group may 
be analyzed into the following classes, which do 
not pretend to be exhaustive, smce so many apoco- 
pated forms are obscure.® 

(1) Names referring to the cult of Mother Earth 
and her brother Tammuz : 

Dingir-sib, ‘The divine shepherd’; Dingir-ieS-mu, ‘Sly 
divine brother’; .dTno-ro-ifo'-ap], ‘He [loves] the motlier'; 
Dam-zid-mu, ‘Sly faithful husband’; Dim-tur, ‘The little 
waiier';3 Ki-tu-a-be-ti-li, Jfin-ki-iit-a, ‘The queen in a dork 
rtace dwells’; ^di'n-Jct-a-puft-nad, ‘ In his plain . . .he sleeps’; 
numu-rmt-an-ni-dug, ‘ Sly son maketh glad Anu ’ ; JDumu-nir- 
gdl, ‘The glorious son’; btm-seS, ‘The sturdy brother’; A’ui- 
erib-ba-ni-gim-sal-zid, ‘The queen as her sister-in-law is a 
faithful woman’;< Nin-edin-ni, “The queen unto the plains 
(has gone forth)’;® Nin-mu-da-kuS, ‘ Sly queen for (the brother) 
sighs ’ ; jt/in-Sei-da-kuS, ‘ The queen for the brother sighs ' ; <> 
I/in-SeS-ra-kC-ag, ‘The queen loves the brother’; jXin-ziMam- 
ki-ag, ‘The queen loves the faithful husband’; Nin-ni-hii, 
‘The queen laments’ ; SeS-da-gal-sd, ‘ The brother of the merci- 
ful mother . . .’; ‘ The brother from the plains 

(has been taken)’; 7 §cs-kitr-ra, ‘The brother in the earth 
(sleeps) ’ ; ^ei-ki-na. Ses-ki, ‘ The brother in the earth sleeps ’ ; 
SeS-ki-erim-ma, ‘The brother in the evil earth (sleeps)’ ; SeS-lic- 
dug, ‘The brother, the good man’;8 §ei-ama-ra-ki-ag, Ama- 
ra, ScS-ki-ag, ‘ The brother loves the mother ’ ; Set-kal-la, ‘ The 
precious brother.’ 

(2) Names referring to the goddess of begetting 
and the weeping mother : 

Ama-en-iud, ‘The mother an high priest has begotten’; 
Ama-numun-zid, ‘The mother legitimate seed (has given)’; 
Xfu-mu-na-sum-ma, ‘Seed she gave’; Xin-ii-numun-e-ki-ag, 
‘The queen loves the seed’; Ama-ldg-ga, ‘The gracious 
mother’; Ama-da-nu-di, ‘With the mother none rival’; aVfn- 
da-nu-me-a, ‘With the queen none compare’; Ifi-a-a-ama-da- 
ri, ‘Nina is an everlasting mother ’ ; Sin-nam-tag-nu-tuk, 'The 
queen has no sin ’ ; dBau-ama-mu, ‘ Bau is my mother ’ ; dBau- 
omo-do-rf, ‘ Bau is an everlasting mother ’ ; dBau-^im-a-ba-Sag, 
‘Who is gracious like Bau?’; dtSau-zi-mu, ‘Bau is my soul of 
life’: OBau-ni-kuS, ‘Bau laments’; Nin-uru-da-kuS, ‘The 
queen laments for her city’; DUnANind-mu-tud, ‘The creat- 
ing Nina has begotten ’ ; ddfin-dun-ama-mu, Dun-nin-ama-mu, 
‘The queen of life is my mother’;® Hin-iskim-ti, ‘The queen 
a helper is ’ ; Sin-mu-ma-da-aga, ‘ My queen loves the land ’ ; 
dNinmar-ama-dim, 'Ninmar is a creating mother.’ 

(3) Names referring to the word of the gods : 

Bnim-ma-ni-zid 'His word is trustworthy’;!® Bnim-dsu- 
ruppak-zi-da, ‘The word of the god of Shuruppak is trust- 
worthy’; Bnim-dEnlUla-an-tub, ‘The word of Enlil shakes the 
heavens ’ ; n Enim-enim-dug-ga-ni an-tub, ‘ The words which he 
spoke shake the heavens ’ ; w Enin-ud-zig, ‘ The word is an on- 
rushing storm ’; Enim-bi-dug, * His word is good.’ 

(4) Names taken from historical inscriptions : 

Apsu-eig-b, 'The apsu has been made glorious’; Alam-kiir- 

ta, ‘A statue from the mountain (he caused to be made)’;'! 
Ama-fd-bil, ‘The mother the new canal . . .’;!® Bara-ir-nun, 
‘The chapel with . . . oil he . . . ’ ; Ur-ir-nun, ‘The roof with 
. . . oil he . . JAtgal-ir-nun, ‘The king with ... oil has 


1 See Eadau, Sumerian Symns and Prayers to Ein-ib, 
Philadelphia, 1911, no. 1, rev. III. 17. 

s ‘ King ’ in Sumerian names refers to some deity. Eeferenco 
to the temporal king is doubtful in the few names which can be 
deduced for that purpose. 

3 Of. Gudea, Cylinder AI 2. 

! Nikolski, Documents de la plus aneienne ipoqtte chaldienne, 
Petrograd, 190S, no. 18 IV. 

5 Usually transcribed Eig-du-pa-b. 

6 Of. Kurigalzu’s Inscription in Cuneiform Texts of the British 
ifusettin, vol. ix. pi. S. 

7 Allotte de la Ibye, 59 II. 

8 lb. 126 in. ® Ib. 230, 12. 

10 Ib. 120 VI. 11 Nikolski, 3, rev. III. 

12 The names of the later period, such ns were known up to the 
date of publication, have been collected by Engelbert Huber in 
his Die Personennamen in den Eeilschrifturkunden aus der 
Zeit der Konige von Ur and Isin (Leipzig, 1907). This list 
contains about 3300 names, and at least 2000 more, chiefly from 
Drehem and Umma, have since been published. Unfortunately 
the author did not realize the apocopated nature of the names 
of that period, and his interpretations are almost wholly 
erroneous. Nevertheless this book represents the first great 
effort to systematize Sumerian names, and is most useful. 


1 Wrongly transcribed Amar-l^a-a-ki, by Genoulllac and 

Hussey. , , 

2 The examples given under each number are only a selection 
from several hundreds which are known in the more important 
classes. 

3 Allotte de la Fuye, 67, rev. 13. 

! This name refers to the relation of Innini and Gcstlnanna, 

sister of Tammuz; see Nikolski, 19 IV. 

®Cf. Langdon, Sumerian and Babylonian Psalms, Pans, 
X909 p. 828 22. 

6 Geiiouiliac," Tablettes sumiriennes arehaigues, Paris, 1909, 
no. 10, obv. VI. _ X , 

t Of. Langdon, 330. 20. ® Apoo. Sesdugga. 

0 Of. Nikolski, 6 IX. and 6 VII. 

10 Allotte de la Fuye, 87 11- , 

11 This name occurs frequently as a line in liturgies (see 


[.angdon, 38, 11, etc.), . . j , 

12 This is one of the favourite descriptions of the ora In 

*l3*it\^OMible that the first two and last of these examples 
io not refer to the theological doctrine of the Word, which the 

iturgies describe as a messenger of vTath. 

Thureau*t)anj!^ii, 4. AV\ottc tlfc la 1S3 V» 
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been . . . ’ ; Lugal-gcUen Lugal-kCir-gelten, ' The king with 
wine ot the mountain . . Nig-au-s'ig-i, Nig-ud-ul-^g-t, 
‘That which unto future days has been done fittingly'; £-ki~ 
bi-ba-gui, * The temple in its place has been fixed ' ; rtyin-po-fct- 
W, ' Ninpa unto his place (has been restored) ’ ; Nin-su^-il-il,^ 
‘The queen on her foundation has been raised’; JVin-ur-m, 
‘ The queen upon her pedestal (has been placed) ' ; Sib-kagina, 
lAigal-kagina, Uru-kagina, ‘The shepherd (or king) in the city 
has instituted justice ’ ; Sig-bi-gi, ‘ Its brick (to its place) he 
restored ’ ; Sag-uru-ni-Sd, * Unto the heart of his city he . . . ’ ; 
Kvr-gir-ni-(&, Gir-ni-ba-KV, ‘The foreign land unto his foot 
he reduced ’ ; Kur-ku-7ii-kil, ‘ The foreign land to his hand he 
reduced ’ ; Sd-ukkin, ‘ The judgment of the assembly ’ ; Kingal- 
sd, ‘The chief of the assembly has decided.' 

(5) Names taken from incantation-texts : 

Nig-erim-bar-ra-[an-teg], ‘May the evil not approach*;® 

lAtgal-nin-b'ttl, ‘May the king evil (put away)’; Ad-da-Sti-et, 
Xin-iu-el (see above); iS'n-Ju-faJ-faJ, ’The lord with clean 
hands (broke the spell).’ 

(6) Names referring to legends : 

Sa-dingir-ra-ne, ’The net of the gods . . .*; Lugalsa- 

lxi}-gal, ‘The king with a great net . . Tir-azag-gi-ti, 
‘The clean forest . . £n-a6zt(-a-m<i).*nad, ‘The lord in 

the ocean . . . sleeps ’ ; Lugal-tir-a-gtib-nad, ‘ The lord in the 
forest . . . Bleeps ’ ; En-kdr-ra-a-gtib-nad, ‘ The lord in the 
mountain . . . sleeps ’ ; En-du-azag-a-gitb-nad, En-azag-a-gttb- 
nad, En-azag, ‘The lord in the holy chamber . . . sleeps’; 
Eara-unt~a-gub-lnad}, ‘ ... in the chapel of the city . . . 
sleeps ’ ; dEn-ki-sil-dagal, ‘ Enid in the wide street (ot the lower 
world walks)’; l/ugal-erida-Sii, ‘The king unto Eridu . . 
ihiffaf-td-dn-tud, ‘The king in the month . . . bemt’;? Lugal- 
Su-mnJ, ’ The king with a mighty arm . . . ’ : Lugal-md~ab-b, 
‘My king arose from the ocean'; Nam-nin-an-na-gam-gam, 
’ The queenship of heaven she has subdued’ ; Nam-ntn-e-an-ki- 
gain-gam, ‘The queenship of heaven and earth she has sub- 
dued'; Nin-si-gar-ab-ba, ‘The queen the bolt of theses . . 
dDungi-d-nam-til, ‘The divine Dungi the plant of life (has 
eaten).’® 

(7) Names referring to sacred places, cities, 
temples, shrines, and cult objects ; 

Azag-g{-pad-da, ‘The holy reed hut’; Amar-Kil-(ki), “rhe 
sturdy one of Kish’;® Amar-Subaru-{kC), ‘The sturdy one of 
Shubaru ’ ; ® Subaru-IH-ditg, • Shubaru is a good place ’ ; Bara-ud 
tud-6x'i, ‘In the chapel unto distant days . . .’; Bara-nam- 
tar-ra, 'In the chapel fate has been decreed (?)’; 

[po)i]-n«-dx, ‘ . . . whose decrees in the chapel are not re- 
strained’;!® JSara-ri-tilr-Ta, ’ The faithful chapel in the world 
. . .’;U A’»n-fcara-do-rf, ‘The queen in the everlasting chapel 
. . .’; Ein-i-balag-ni-dug, ‘The queen whose temple lyre is 
sweet’; Gal-balag, ‘The great lyre,’ apoo. ; E-gib-gig-bi-dug, 
‘The temple whose shadow is good,’ apoc. E-gii-bi-dug ; E- 
iid-gim-b, ‘The temple like the sun has risen';!® E-ur-tn-dug, 
'The temple whose foundation is good,’ apoo. E-ur; E-ul-li, 
‘ The temple unto distant days . , . ’ ; i® Gigir-ta-pad-da-an, apoc. 
Gigir-ta, 'By the wagon . . .’; Gir-nun-ki-dug, ‘The Girnun 
is a good place ’ ; Gir-nun-zi-iag-gdl, ' The Girnun the breath of 
life'; jAigal-apin-ni, ‘The king the water wheel . . .’; Gan- 
gigir-sag, ‘Abundance of the chief wagon’; Ein-mu-nanga-ra- 
nad, 'My queen sleeps in the enclosure’; Eangara-idg, 'In 
the propitious enclosure'; Ein-iti-gal-lam, ‘The queen in 
Shugallam . . .’; Eind-ki-dug, ‘Nina the good place.’ 

(8) Names referring to personal interests of the 
individual, his birth, age, etc. : ** 

A-bad-mu, ‘The father!® is my defence ’;is Enlil-bad-mw, 
‘Enlil is my defence’; Ein-bad-ni-dug, ‘The queen has made 
good the defence’; Ein-ama-mu, 'The queen is my mother’; 
dlnnini-ama-mu, ‘Innini is my mother’; djiabbar-ama-mu, 
‘The sun-god is my mother’ (siol); A-dingir-mw, ‘The 
father is my god’; Lvgal-ab-ba-imi, ‘The king is my tather,’ 
apoo. lAigal-a-mu ; Eir-an-da-gdl, ‘ He has been brougl it into 
being by the mighty Anu’; Lugal-an-da-^dl], ‘He has been 
brought into being by the king Anu ’ ; Zi-mu-an-da-„iil, ' My 


! The meaning of the lost four names is uncertain, and they 
may not belong under this heading. They are here referred to 
dedicjitions or sacrifices. 

2 Read Ein-rim-il-il, by Genouillac and Hussey. 

3 Nikolski, 16 HI. ; Genouillac, 10, rev. II. 

* Nikolski, 160 1. 

0 Allotte de la Fuje, 126 HI., 135 VI. 

6 The reading ot A-DU in these names is uncertain. 

1 Nikolski, 19 II. 

8 This seems to be the correct interpretation with Huber, 118, 
but the name is rare and the legend of the plant of life is late, 
if it occurs at all in Sumerian. 

» Belongs also to the second group of names (ii.). 

10 Allotte de la Fuye, 132 VII. ; cf. Thureau-Dangin, Die 
tumerischen und akkadischen Kdnigsinschr\fUn, Leipzig, 1907, 


p. 8 n. 

1! Allotte de la Fuje, 230, 9. Bara, ‘ chapel,’ does not occur 
in names after the Ur dynasty, with the exception of the obscure 
hypocoristicon Bara-si-ga. 

!2 Ib. 135 I. 13 Nikolski, 19 IV. 

11 See also above class (2). 

15 Refers to Enlil. 16 Literally ‘ wall.’ 


soul has been brought into being by Anu ’ ; Amar-dEzinu-i 
ud-sud-5li, ‘The sturdy one of the grain goddess unto far-away 
days (may live)’; Dim-rt/nnint-tfo-pai-sd, ‘ The creation of the 
merciful Innini fares well’; E-an-ni-mud, ‘Begotten in the 
house of heaven’; Eigin-mud, ‘Begotten in the secret 
chamber ’ ; Lugal-nig-gd-ni, ‘ The king loves his properta ’ ; 3 
dinnini-ur-dim, ‘Innini has created a servant’; Dr-mu-® ab- 
tuk, ‘ily servant li have obtained,’ var. Gr-md-tuk-a-, 
^ingirsu-ur-mu, '1 Ningirsu (have obtained) my servant ’ ; 
Sei-ur-mu, 'I the brother (have obtained) my servant’ ; Ein- 
iir-mu, 'I the queen (have obtained) my servant’; A-ur-mu, 
‘I the father (have obtained) my servant’; Ein-igi-mal-ur-bi, 
•Ninigimal (has obtained) her servant’; Eingirsu-lii-mu, ‘I 
Ningirsu (have obtained) my man ’ ; Ein-lit-mu, ’ I the queen 
(have obtained) my man’; dBabbar-lu-mu, ‘I the sun-god 
(have obtained) my man.’ 

(9) Names refening to the temporal kings : 

dBabbar-igi-gub-Lugal-anda, 'Shamash is the defender of 

Lugalanda’ ;5 dyina-ama-lAigal-anda, ‘ Nina is the mother of 
Lngalsnda’; Vrukagina-dEnliHliyzu,^ 'Urukagiiia knoweth 
Enlil’; Urukagina-dEind-zu,b ‘Urukagina knoweth Nina’; 
Gudea-a-ab-ba-uru, ' Gudea is father of the city ’ ; dOungi-a-a- 
mit, ‘The divine Dungi is my father '7 [8]; dj}ungi-ud-sud-iii, 
‘iTho divine Dungi (life) unto distant days (may give) ’ [8] ; dBur- 
Sin-an-ni-ki-ag, ‘The divine Bur-Sin loves Anu’; dgudea-P], 
apoc. 

(10) Names asserting attributes of the gods, 
adoration of their power, etc. 

A-ba-mu-na-du, ‘Who can walk with him?’ apoo. A-ba-mu- 
na;0 A-Sdg, ’The kind father’; An-dl-Sdg, 'Anu is kind’ ; 10 
An-ld-bdg, 'Anu is he who shows kindness’ ;H Enlil-lit-Sdg, 
‘Enlil is he who she — ’ '-■ >. -• -- ,fMesandu 

is he who shows k ' ■ *> is she who 

shows kindness’; ... ■ ■ god is the 

Zfi.bird * ; d§uruppak-im-gig-{l)u), ‘ The god of Shuruppak is the 
Zu-bird ’ ; Dumu-nir-gdl, * The sou 1® is counsellor ’ ; Dun-ig- 
gal, ‘The hero is a great gate ’ ; En-ig-gal, ‘ The lord is a great 

f ate ’ ; lAigal-d-sum-ma, ‘ The king is endowed with strength ’ ; 

tugal-aga-zid, ’The king a sure tiara (has put on)’; 13 
dEingirsu-men-zid, ’ Ningirsu a sure crown (has put on) ’ ; 
dlnntni-men-zid-dim,^^ ‘ Innini a sure crown has put on ’ ; SeS- 
me-na-ium, ‘The brother i® is made fit for a crown’; Sil-tiir, 
‘The little lamb’; Lugal-vg-banda, ‘The king a panther,’ 
apoo. ; Utu-uk-zid, 'The sun-god is a faithful adviser.’ 

2 . Names composed of construct and genitive. — 
The large group of names composed of a construct 
and genitive arose from the desire, common to all 
peoples, of appealing more strongly to the person- 
ality of the individual. They belong logically to 
the names under class (8) above, for this more 
human sentiment found expression even among the 
forms designed to be wholly abstract and theologi- 

1 This name is usually written Amar-ezen and is confined to 
the early period, where it is very common. 

2 A’i 9 -s<l=mnil.-«ru, ’property,’ refers to the owner of the 
name. In the early period we have also Ein-nig-gd-ni 
(Allotte de la Fuye, 230 YIL), and in the late period Ein-mg-ga- 
ma, which is difllcult ; ma probably represents a verb dropped 
at the end. More common in the bate period is the form Eig- 
ga-’l Innini, 'The property of Innini (am I).’ This form is 
rendered into Semitic by Makkur-dlnnini, Ebmeli-dinnini. 

3 Names containing itr-mu are still obscure to the present 
writer, as also those with Zu-mu; Zu can also mean ‘slave.’ 
The renderings are tentative. These names disappear before 
the Ur dynasty and obviously point to some peculiarity of 
ancient life. 

* Refers to some deify. 

6 Nikolski, 9 III. 6 The texts have tu. 

7 From Dungi, second king of the Ur dynasty, onward to the 
end of all the Sumerian city dynasties the kings were regarded 
as gods, and hence their names enter into personal names with 
the same force as that of a real deity. A selection of such 
names is placed here only lor convenience. Each name belongs 
to the class indicated in the brackets. [Also Gudea, the 
patesi of Lagash in the middle period, appears in proper names 
ns n god, but his own inscriptions neither recognize him as a 
deity nor do they mention his cult.] 

8 This class is designed to cover a large miscellaneous group 
of names which cannot be reduced to more special analysis. 
Naturally many names assigned to the first nine classes could 
be grouped here. 

9 Names of this type passed into Semitic in such forms as 
ilannu-mabir-Su, ‘Who is his rival?', Mannu-kima-SamaS, 

• Who is like Shamash?’, and were popular to the end of Baby- 
lonian history. Both Babylonian and Hebrew names of this 
type appear to depend on the Sumerian prototype. 

lo Rendered into Semitic by Anu-mudaminxk, ’ Anu shows 
kindness,’ Anu-damik, ‘ Anu is kind.’ 

!l This seems to be the most probabie interpretation of lii-idg, 
on analogy of Ein-lii-ti-ti, ‘ The queen is she that giveth life.’ 
12 Tammuz. 13 This may have a lunar reference. 

Sandktt=ditn. 

1® Tammuz. Or perhaps read ^ei-me-lanj-na-tum, ”rhe 
brother bears the decrees of Anu.’ So the present writer would 
explain also En-an-na-titm, Ein-an-na-t(un, Lugal-an-na-tdm, 
and An-na-tum, all with apocopateu me. 





174 


NAMES (Sumerian) 


cal. In analyzing this group of names, we aim at 
distinguishing them on the basis of the philological 
meaning of the first element which characterizes 
the individual’s relation to the gods, sacred places, 
and cult objects. It was natural that the profound 
sense of humility and sorrow which characterized the 
Sumerians’ religion from the beginning, and gradu- 
ally deepened in their religious life, found expres- 
sion in their onomatology. And, as the austere 
view of life CTew upon them, forcing every note of 
joy and exuberance from their liturgies, so also 
the tendency to employ names expressing depend- 
ence upon the gods increased. Since this aspect of 
religion was common to both Sumerian and Semite 
(although in a lesser degree to the latter), we can- 
not say that Semitic names of this ^pe are mere 
translations from the Sumerian. Early Semitic 
names in the Sargonio era’- have no forms like 
Amel-Ishtar, ‘Man of Ishtar,’ Warad-Ishtar, 
‘ Servant of Ishtar,’ Amat-Ishtar, ‘ Handmaid of 
Ishtar.’ Not until the Ur and Isin periods do_we 
meet with Semitic names of this kind and Semitic 
names of group i. also. These are translations of 
Sumerian types, and it is probable that all Semitic 
Babylonian names which reproduce pure Sumerian 
types are due to borrowing. Genuine Semitic Baby- 
lonian names express family relationship or peculiar 
bodily defects or traits, and, where they do express 
attributes of deity, they lack that theological and 
liturgical nature which characterizes the Sumerian 
names. The Semitic names of the construct and 
genitive type, which begin to abound in the docu- 
ments of Ur and Isin, are in all probabdity mostly 
formations borrowed from one of the classes of 
group ii. which here follow : 

(1) Amar-ilSin, ‘The sturdy one of Sin,’ Semltio Bur-dStn; 
Arnar^,' The sturdy one of theshepherd ‘ .ilmar.d/’jl, ‘The 
sturdy one of the god PA ' ; Amar-sttn, • The sturdy one of [Nin]. 
sun ' j 3 .dmar-for-an, ‘The sturdy one of thoTaran’;^ Amar- 
Hama, ‘ The sturdy one of the goddess Mama ’ ; (2) Bd-ga-^ dSin, 
‘The mercy of Sin,* Semitic Gimil-Sin! Bd<ga^Ha<ma, ‘The 
mercy of Mama’; Baga-^-a, ‘The mercy of the caretaker’; 
Bd-ga-dEnlil, ‘The mercy of Enlil ' ; Baga-i gui, ‘The mercy of 
the pure one’; Baga^ag-dar, ‘The mercy of Ishtar’; (3) Girr^ 
ama, ‘ Handmaid of the mother goddess,’ Semitic, Amat-ummi ; 
GimABau, ‘ Handmaid of Bau ’ ; Gim-Sul-siy-i, ‘ Handmaid of 
the god Shulsige,’ apoc. Gim-gul ; Gim-E-anna, ' Handmaid of 
the temple Eanna’; Gim-kan-iag, ‘ Handmaid of _ the _ chief 
reservoir ’ ; Oim-ib, ‘ Handmaid of the Ib ’ ; 8 Gim-id-edin-na, 


1 No adequate collection of names, either Sumerian or 
Semitic, has yet been made from the Sumerian and Semitic 
texts of the Sargonio and post-Sargonic periods. The names in 
the stele of ManiStusu have been arranged by Soheil, DiUga- 
tion en Perse, Paris, 1900, ii. 41-62, and partly studied by Hosch- 
ander, ZA xx. 246-302. A collection of names from the 
Sargonic period is given by Dhorme in BASS "vi. 63S., but 
the author did not understand the apocopated nature of the 
names written in Sumerian, and translated most of them into 
misleading Semitic forms. Names of that period written in 
Sumerian were probably pronounced os such even when they 
are names of Semites. In this period there ore names Lit- 
dEina, ‘Man of Nina,’ bub not A-we-il-dEind ; Ur-dEnki, but 
not Warad-dEnki. 

2 Allotte de la Fuye, 69 III. 2 Jb. 92 II. 

4 A sacred place (?) ; cf. Ur-tar, Gr-tar-md-a ; Nikolski, 19 
IV. The above form occurs in Allotte de la Fuje, 96, rev. III. 
Note the Amar-jna-a-on (Huber, 86). 

6 Transcription uncertain. The first element of this group is 
one sign, originally=NA-(-.§f7+iA, and later seems to be re- 
duced to simply. But the old form persists even In the late 
period; cf. EA+SA-dEintvd (CTi, 18A 17) with SG-dEinsun 
(CT 8, 20, 21). ’The original KA+§G was contused with 
another sign KA+EAB.; cf. KA+EAB.+SA-^Gtu (CT 8, 
47A 24); KA+EAR+SAASin (CT 10, 46, 21256, R. 6), and 
finally we have EA+EAR In the texts of Ur and Isin. All 
these corrupt forms we shall designate by SG (A), EA + EAR+ 
Sa (B) EA +EAR (0). The Semitic rendering was most pro- 
bably gimillu. The Semitic names of the Sargonio period have 
§G invariabl}', as well os the Sumerian names of that period. 

7 Written B in Legrain, he Temps des roisd'Gr, Paris, 1912, 

"'s Written B in Huber, 163, and Legrain, 342, 6, but A In 
most cases (Huber. 164), and in Semitic names of the gammur- 
abi period SU is almost the only form employed. 

9 A sacred place. 


‘Handmaid of the river of the plain’; Gim-gugallam, ‘Hand- 
maid of the Shugallam’l ; (4) Li^dBau, ‘Man of Bau,’ Semitic 
Amel-dSau ; LiiAAb-ir-nun, ‘Man of Abirnun ’ ; - Lii-db-tag- 
azag, ‘ Man of the holy Abtag ’ ; i Lu-dBabbar, ‘ Man of the sun- 
god ’ ; Lii-dEind, ‘ JIan of the goddess Nina ’ ; lAt-Subartt, 
‘ Man of Shubaru ’ ; ’ l/a-Eina-{ki), ‘ Man of Nina ’ ; i Lu-md-gar- 
ra, ‘Man of the crescent-shaped boat’ Im-gig-gar-ra, ‘ Man of 
the carriage.’ 9 

These are the only names of this kind known in 
the pre-Sargonio period. The expression ‘ man of ’ 
is clearly of later origin than the other classes, 
and becomes more frequent in the Sargonic and 
post-Sargonic texts. In the late period names 
with Lie become prolific and vie in popularity with 
those beginning with Ur. 

(5) Ur-4 dBau, ‘Servant of Bau,‘ Semitic Warad-Bau-, Ur- 
dOtimu-ti, ‘ Servant of Tammuz ’ ; UrAEingirsu, ‘ Servant of 
Ningirsu’; UrAEinsun, ‘Servant of Ninsun’; Gr-gigir-sag, 
‘Servant of the chief wagon ’:6 Gr-kugallam, ‘Servant of the 
Shugallam’;6 Gr-ti-ra-ag, ‘Servant of the Tirash ’ ; *> Gr-nigin, 
‘ Servant of the secret chamber‘;6 Gr-ig-gal, ‘Servant of the 
great gate’; Gr-engur, ‘Servant of the sea’;® Gr-kun, 
‘ Servant of the reservoir.’ 7 

In the texts from the Sargonic period onward it 
is not always easy to decide whether a name is to 
be read in Sumerian or translated into Semitic, 
As in all departments of literature the Semites 
often represented their own words by the equiva- 
lent Sumerian ideogram, so also, in -t-yriting their 
own names, especially those borrowed from the 
Sumerian nomenclature, they frequently turn part 
of it, or all of it, into Sumerian — a practice 
continued to the end of Assyrian and Babylonian 
history. When the Semites first came into contact 
with the Sumerians (which took place as early as 
the era of Ur-Nina, c. 3500 B.C.), the^, of course, 
employed their own Semitic methods in assigning 
names. Most of the deities employed jn these 
names are Sumerian, but the grammatical con- 
structions are Semitic ; e.g., thenome Jk-ru-ub-E-a, 
‘ The god Ea has shown favour,’ found on the stele 
of Manistusu, has the verb before the subject — 
which is impossible in Sumerian, These early 
Semites spell out their names phonetically, as 
Sar-ru-ki-in, ‘ The king is faithful, ’^Sar-gct-^t-tor-nj 
‘ The king of all is my king,’ names of the first and 
fifth kings of the first Semitic dynasty. But they 
soon learned to turn these names in,to Sumerian, 
and in the same period we haye^ Sar-ne-GI-i-li, 

‘ Sharrukin is my god,’ in which ki-in is represented 
by the Sumerian gi, which means Mnie, ‘ faithful.' 
Naturally this name was pronounced throughout 
in Semitic. But, when the entire name was turned 
into Sumerian, the problem arises as to whether 
the Semites really pronounced it in Sumerian as it 
was written or translated it into Semitic. Occa- 
sionally the scribe adds a Semitic phonetic com- 
plement to the Sumerian sign to indicate that the 
sign is to be rendered into Semitic. The best 
Assyriologists agree in translating all names 
clearly Semitic by nature, whether written wliOHy 
or partially in Sumerian, into Semitic.^ 
statement applies to the Sumerian period and 
in centres where the population was mixed. In a 
name clearly Sumerian in form, like 
‘ The mercy of Mama,’ it is highly improbable that 
the reading was Gimil-Mama even when given to a 
Semite. Towards the end of Sumerian influence 
and from the period of complete Semitic supremacy 
all names, whether Semitic or Sumerian in_ form, 
were rendered into Semitic. But difficulties on 
this point during the transition period of tlie Ur 

1 A sacred place. ® Allotte de la Fu> e, 187 1. 

* Sumerian^avoida the ordinary word for ‘ s'^ve,’ nvfat, la the 
formation of its proper names, probably because of the associa- 
tion suggested by this word. In the sum-total of Sumenan 
names this formation with Gr far surpasses in ““ 

other classes. The element was popular m names oi me eanj 
period and continued so to the en(L 

s A cnlt obfect. ® ^ sacred place. 

7 In the Nippur Collection of the University 
Philadelphia the writer copied a fragment of large tablet 
containing a list of at least 300 names beginning with ur. 
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and Isin dynasties •will never be settled. Here -we 
have Semites bearing pure Sumerian names and 
written in Sumerian. In all such cases it is safer 
to render the name as it is "written. 

Literatceb.— i. Early period .— AUotte de la Fujre, 
Documents prisargonigues, Paris, IflOS-lS (three fascicules, not 
yet complete; only texts); H.deGenouillac, raWeffcssitm^ri- 
ennes archaiques, do. 1909 (texts and lists of names) ; M. I. 
Hussey, Sumerian Tabkts in the Sarvard Semitic Museum, 
Harvard Semitic Series, vol. lii., Leipzig, 1912 (texts and list 
of names); M. Nikolski, Documents ae laplusaneicnne ipoque 
chaldicnnc de la collection Likhatcheff, Petrograd, 190S (texts 
and list of names) ; F. Thureau-Dangin, Becueil de tallettes 
chaldicnnes, Paris, 1903 (texts 1-76 ore pre-Sargonie, and many 
of the names are included In the list of Genouillao •( 

,ii. SAltOONIO AND FOST-SaRGONIC PERIOD UNTIL TBE UB 
DYNASTY. — List of names both Sumerian and Semitic by P. 
Dhorme, BASS vi. pt. 3, pp. 63-88 (includes only names of the 
Sargonio period taken from < • ~ . - ■ 

volume [see above]). Names o' ■ ' ' ' . 

in V. Scheil’s ed. of this tex" . .'i ' . . . . : . 

1900; F. Thureau-Dangin, J . ■ 

do. 1910 (texts and summaries in translation). For the 
middle period the only texts are in Thureau-Dangin, 180-260. 
A few texts of historical and religious character from the period 
of Gutium are listed In S. Langdon, Historical and Religious 
Texts, Munich, 1914, p; 3. 

iii. Period of Ur and Isin. — List of names and a study of 
Sumerian nomenclature by E. Huber, Die Personennamen in 
den Keilschrifturkunden, Leipzig, 1907 ; Thureau-Dangin, 
261-429 (texts) ; H. Radan, Early Babylonian Historg, Xjondon, 
1900 (texts and partial list of names); G, A. Reisner, Tempelur- 
tunden aus Telloh, Berlin, 1901 (texts and list of names) ; G. 
A. Barton, Haverford Library Collection of Cuneiform Tablets, 
Philadelphia, 1906-14 (texts and list of names (in pt. iii.]); 
Cuneiform Texts in the British Museum, vols. i. [1896], iii. 
[1898], V. [1898], vii. [1899], lx. [1900], x. [1900], xxxii. [1912] ; H. de 
GenouiUac, Inventaire des tablettes de Tello, Paris, 1911 (texts 
and summaries in translation) ; L. Delaporte, Inventaires des 
tablettes de Tello, do. 1912 (texts and summaries in transla- 
tion) ; R. J. Lau, Old Babylonian Temple Records, New York, 
1906; H. de GenouiUac, Tablettes de Drlhem, Paris, 1911 
(texts and list of names). La Trouvaille de Drlhem, do. 1011 ; 
S. Langdon, Tablets from the Archives of Drehcm, do. 1911 
(names included in GenouiUac, Trouvaille); W. M. Nesbit, 
Sumerian Records from Drehem, Now York, 1914 ; A. Poebel, 
Babylonian Legal and Business Documents, Philadelphia, 1909 
(texts and list); L. Legrain, Le Temps des rois d'tlr, Paris, 
1912 (texts and list of names) ; G. A Barton, ' Religious Ooncep- 
tJons underlying Sumerian Names,' LAOS, 1914, pp. 816-320). 

Iv. On the reading of Semitic names with Sumerian elements, 
A. Poebel, Die sumerischen Personennamen zur Zeit der Dyn- 
astic von Larsamundderersten Dynastic von Babylon,Btesluxi, 

1910. S. Langdon. 

NAMES (Syriac).! — ^ tlie language which 
we now know as Syriac is only tlie Christian 
literary form of Aramaic, and does not in its 
essential, characteristics differ from the language 
spoken in Palestine in ^the time of Christ, any 
investigation of the system of personal nomen- 
clature in Syriac naturally berins with the NT. 
The Semitic names borne by the Jews of the 1st 
cent. A.D. were as a rule either old Hebrew names 
or .Aramaized forms of such, and the names of 
purely Aramaic , origin existing in the NT are few 
in number. We have, however, clear instances in 
the two female names Martha (‘Mistress’) and 
Tabitha ( ‘ Gazelle ’), and another is almost certainly 
to be recognized in Silas {Shila=‘ Asked’), which, 
though exactly equivalent to the Hebrew Saul 
(ShaSl), can hardly be a mere Aramaization of 
it.® Aramaic also are the three quasi-patronymics 
Barabbas (Bar Abba=‘Son of Father’), Barsabas, 
and Barnabas (see HDB and DCG, s.vv.), and' the 
name Cephas (Khipha=:‘ Stone’) bestowed by 
Christ upon Simon. The last three, however, 
were not names in the ordinary sense of the word, 
but appellatives given late in life, and would there- 
fore naturally be in the popular language. For 
the earliest Syriac Christian names ■we must look 
to Edessa, the home of the Syrian Church and the 
birthplace of the literary language ; but the first 
which meet us — those of the legendary bishops 
Addai and Aggi — are of uncertain derivation, and 

4 In this art. Ass.=J.' S. Asseraani, Bibliotheca Orientalis, 3 
vols., Rome, 1719-28; 'Wright=W. '\Vright, Catalogue of the 
Syriac MSS in the British Museum, 3 pts., London, 1870-72. 
For well-known names references are omitted. 

s Tabitha is also equivalent to Zibiah (2 K 121). 


those of their more historical successors, PL W T 
(the vocalization is uncertain) and Kuna, are not 
much clearer.! Another name home by an early 
Syrian Christian is that of the celebrated Gnostic 
writer of the 3rd cent., Bar Daisan ( = ‘son of the 
Daisan,’ the river on which Edessa stood) ; but, as 
he was the son of heathen parents, this cannot 
properly be described as a Christian name. Of the 
names borne by Syriac-speaking Christians, especi- 
ally those who lived within the empire, a large 
pr^ortion are of Greek, Latin, or Biblical origin ; 
ana, since the true Syriac names are of similar 
character to Hebrew names, it is nob necessary 
here to discuss the system of nomenclature in 
detail. The majority of them, as in Hebrew, have 
a definite religious origin; and, as in Hebrew, 
the religious names are divided into two main 
classes : (I) those which have some relation to the 
person bearing the name or his parents, and ex- 
press gratitude for his birth or dependence upon 
God, and (2) those which merely express a general 
religious sentiment. The former class are by no 
means peculiar to the Semitic languages, but are 
to be found also in Greek (Theodore, Theodotus, 
Diodorus, Athenodorus, and many others), and in 
such late Latin names as Deusdedit and Adeodatus ; 
but for the latter, unless the name Deogratias is 
assigned to this class, it would be hard to find 
parallels among Aryan peoples except the strange 
names adopted by the English Puritans of the 17th 
cent., though names of virtues such as Irene, 
Sophia, Grace, Mercy, etc., have some resemblance 
to them. The exact meaning being often obscure, 
how'ever, it is not always easy to assign a name 
definitely to one class or the other. 

(1) Of those which belong to what may be called 
the personal class the most obvious are Yaballaha= 

‘ God gave’ (of. Elnathan, Deusdedit), Yabyeshu* 
= ‘Jesus gave,’ Maryab®=‘The Lord gave,’ and 
Mfiran'ameh‘=:‘ Our Lord is ivith him.’ The 
names Dadyeshu' and Yeshu'd5d= ‘ Jesus is friend ’ 
(cf. Jedidiah) seem to be a commendation of the 
child to the divine protection, and the names 
Shubhalmaran “ = ' Glory to our Lord,’ and Shubhal- 
yeshu'®=‘ Glory to Jesus’ (cf. Deogratias) prob- 
ably express special rather than general thanks- 
giving. The name Aphnimaran!=‘ Our Lord has 
restored me’ (cf. Restitutus) is apparently intended 
to describe the spiritual state of the person bearing 
the name ; and on this analoCT''7ianyeshu ® should 
probably be rendered ‘ Jesus has answered me,’ but 
in this case the object of the verb seems to be the 
parent, not the child ; though, even if wm render it 
‘Jesus is a cloud,’ it would seem, like Yeshu'dad, 
to be a commendation of the child to the protec- 
tion of Christ, and should therefore be included in 
this class. The name of the bishop of Edessa at 

Niceea appears as and IcnixjAa'j, and 

may be transcribed as Ithallaha (‘God is’) and 
placed in the general class, or as Aithillaha (‘ God 
brought’) and placed in the personal class. To the 
personal class also belong B'rikha^s ‘ Blessed’ (cf. 
Benedictus, Eulogius, Macarius); Hiba=‘ Given’ 
(cf. Donatus) ; Shila = ‘ Asked ’ (cf. Bogatus), 
to which reference has been made above ; Z'biria!'’ 

1 To the names of the legendary bishops Bar Sh'lama and Bar 
Samya and others in the Doctrine of Addai, ed. G. Phillips, 
London, 1876, reference is made later. 

- In Nestonan Syr., Yeshu' is vocalized Isho'. In this art. it 
is always written Yeshu'. 

3 Doet. Add., p. 1 ; Ass. L 192, 193. 

4 Ass. iii. 1. 169, 480, 482. 

5 76. iii. 1. 189, 225, 479, 2. 646. 

6 76. iii. 1. 488, 490, 2. 16. 7 76. iii. i. 1S7, 217. 

8 76. i. 14, lii. 1. 139, 144. 

8 76. i. 859. This name might he placed in another category ; 
see below. 

18 Ass. i. 16, ii. SO. Cf. Zeplvos, Zc/3ivar (Eus. HE vi. IS, Mart. 
Pal. lx. 6). See also Ezr 1043, where the name is Aram,, 
not Heh. 
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= ‘ Bought’; and the odd name Barlaha^ = ‘Son 
of God/ to -which such names as Theo^enes and 
Diogenes are not really parallels. Names be- 
ginning -with '®bed or 'Ahd* (‘slave’), -which are 
very common in Arabic, and of -which -we have 
instances in the OT in Obadiah, Obededom, and 
Abednego, seem in pre-Christian times to have 
been in use among the Syrians, for in the Doctrine 
of Addai and the Ancient Syriac Documents edited 
by W. Cureton (London, 1864) several names of 
this kind occur — e.g., '“bed Nabu*=‘ Slave of 
Nebo,’ '“bed Shemsh'‘=‘ Slave of the Sun,’ '“bed 
Shaddai*l=‘ Slave of Shaddai,’ and '“besh“lama, i.e. 
“bed Sh“lama ®= ‘ Slave of peace ’ (-where the authen 
ticity of the names, or at least the evidence for 
the existence of names of this type, does not 
depend on the historical character of the persons 
mentioned) ; a martyr named '“bed Haikla’ (‘Slave 
of the temple’) suffered in Sapor’s persecution ; in 
a 6th cent. MS -we have a name '“bed El® (‘Slave 
of El’); in the same century -we find an author 
named '“bed M“shih® (‘Slave of Christ’), and a 
'“bed Yeshu'^® (‘Slave of Jesus’) -was nearly con- 
temporary with the Arab invasion. Up to this 
period Christian names of this kind were appar- 
ently very rare, but, perhaps through Arab influence, 
the name '“bed Yeshu' is from this time forward of 
not uncommon occurrence. With the exceptions, 
however, of this name and '“bed M“shih it would 
be hard to find a name of this type, for '“bed Allaha 
(‘Slave of God’) is a mere translation of the Arab. 
'Abd Allah. 

(2) Of the second class of religions names the 
clearest instances are Kamyeshu'= ‘Jesus has risen 
(from the dead),’ Yeshu' d“nah“=‘ Jesus has risen 
(as a star),’ Kamyeshu'^®=‘ Jesus is exalted’ (cf. 
Jehoram ), "^eshu' bakhar = ‘ Jesus is the first-bom,’ 
Yeshu' z*kha*®=‘ Jesus has conquered,’ Maran- 
z*kha.*®= ‘ Our Lord has conquered,’ S'libaz“kha 
‘The Cross has conquered, ’Th“risyeshu' “= ‘Jesus is 
upright,’ and Yeshu' sabran ‘ Jesus is our hope.’ 
From the last it is clear that Sabaiyeshu' means 
‘Jesus is hope,’ not ‘Hope of ’ (or ‘in’) ‘Jesus’ ; 
and on the analogy of these words we must infer 
that ^'nanyeshu' (cf. Hananiah, Hannibal) means 
‘Jesus is grace,’ not ‘Grace of Jesus,’ and 
should therefore be placed in this category. On 
the same analogy also it appears that B'rikhyeshu' '® 
should be rendered ‘ Jesus is blessed,’ not ‘ Blessed 
of Jesus’; and the e.xistence of a name B'rikhse- 
byaneh®^ (‘Blessed is his will’) places this beyond 
doubt. The last, however, is perhaps an expres- 
sion of resignation referring to some event in the 
life of the parents, and in that case should be 
assigned to the first class of names. The name 
Abhai®® (‘The father is living’), if the father is 
God, belongs -to the general class, but, if it refers 
to some event in the life of the natural father, to 
the personal class. 

Besides these two main categories we find also 
a class of semi-religious names which express 
moral or spiritual qualities or conditions — e.g., 

1 Ass. i. 83, 401, 413, 436. 

2 "'bed in W. Syr., 'Abd in Nestorian. The form "'bed is used 
in this article. 

3 Doct. Add., p. 34 * Ib. p. 17, 

3 Cureton, p. 23 ; but see J. Jlarquart, Osteurop. und ostasiat. 
Slreifzdge, Leipzig, 1903, p. 296. 

6 Lort. Add., p. 35 (Cureton, ‘ Bar Sh'Iima 

7 Ass. i. 185. S Wright, p. 1043. 9 Ass. iii. 1. 193. 

m Ib. iii. 1. 141. Wright, p. 713. 

1= Ass. ii. 312, iii. L 193. >3 Jb. li. 412. 

14 Barhebneus, Chronicon Ecclesiasticum, ed. J. B. Abbeloos 
and T. J. Lamy, Ixjuvain, 1872-77, i. 313. 

13 Ass. ii. 216, 415, 476, 478, iii. 1. 441. 

13 Ib. iU. 1. 481, 4SS, 2. 350. 

17 lb. ii. 3SS, iii. 1. Ill, 178. S'liba is probably only a shorten- 
ing of this. The name might also be rendered *The CruciQed 
has conquered.’ 

IS 76. lii. 1. 142. 1® 76. iiL 1. 141. 

M 76. iii. 1. 275. *1 76. ii. 431, iii. 1. 157. 

33 76. ii. 605, iii. 1. 636. 


^[anana ®=‘ Gracious ’ (cf. Hanan, Hanno, Chari- 
ton), Zakhai®=‘ Innocent’ (cf. Heb. Zaccai=Zaic- 
xatos, and Innooentius), Nasiha®=‘ Illustrious’ (of. 
Cleon, Eucles), and 5abib= ‘Loved ’ (cf. Agapetus),* 
and names derived from the day on which the chDd 
tvas bom, such day always having some religious 
significance (cf. Noel, Paschalis) — e.g., Bar(iadh'- 
shabha®=:‘Son of Sunday,’ Bar 'Aru’btha ’ ®= ‘ Son 
of Friday,’ Yalda® and Bar Yalda®= ‘Nativity’ 
and ‘ Son of the Nativity,’ and Denha= ‘ Epiphany.’ 
Bar Samna = ‘ Son of the fast ’ also perhaps denotes 
birth during Lent. Den(ia is indeed too common 
to allow us to think that all bearers of the name 
were hom on the Epiphany ; but neither were all 
Noels bom on Christmas Day, and a name, when 
once established, is perpetuated by tradition. 
Finally, we may add names of humility such as 
Z“'ura®=‘ Small,’ and Makhikha '®= ‘ Lowly.’ In 
strange contrast to these are Mara Lord,’ Mari 
= ‘My lord,’ Martha = ‘ Mistress ’ (see above), 
Marutha = ‘Lordship,’ Shalita®®= ‘ Ruler,’ Rabbula, 
a corruption of Rabbuna=‘ Teacher,’ and Kajmma 
= ‘ President.’ Such names can hardly be said to 
have any religious significance ; and, if there is 
any such significance in the numerous names which 
express relationship, it is lost to us. These names 
are Abba =‘ Father,’ Abbi“=‘My father,’ Aha*^ 
= ‘Brother,’ F[athi®®=‘ My sister,’ Dada=‘Uncle,’ 
and the two strange names TiJiadabu'® = ‘ His father’s 
brother,’ and Ahudemmeh= ‘ His mother’s brother.’ 
Of the last two the former can be paralleled by 
the Heb. Ahab and the latter by the Babylonian 
Ahiummissu ; and it has been suggested that they 
point to an ancient practice of incest, or that they 
express a wish that the child may grow up the 
brother, !. 6. the helper, of his father or his mother ; ” 
but neither explanation is quite satisfactory. 
Curious also are the names whim express age. In 
the case of Babusa*® we might suppose that the 
bearer had no younger brothers or sisters and the 
name ‘Baby’ stuck to him through life, and we 
can also imagine that two brothers might tie kno-nm 
as Kashish» (‘Old’) and Talya®® (‘Young’); but 
why any child should have been named Saba (‘ Old 
man’) is a more difficult matter. The word was 
used, however, like the Greek yipwv, for a hermit, 
and, as we also find a name D'bishS®* (‘Recluse’), 
it may be a name of dignity of the same kind as 
those mentioned above. The names Sahda (‘Mar- 
tyr’), Bar Sahde (‘ Son of martyrs ’), and Sahduna” 
(‘Little martyr’) were probably originally given 
to children born during a time of persecution, 
possibly to posthumous sons of martyrs, and Bar 
Sliebya®® (‘Son of a captive’) and Bar Samya®4 
(‘ Son of a blind man ’) must have referred to the 
child’s Iparentage. Shem.shi®® (‘My sun’) sounds 
like a term of endearment, but may be a relic of 
sun-worship (cf. Samson). Of names derived from 
animals (cf. Leo, Ursula), of which several are 
found in Heb. (see ADR, s.v. ‘Names, Proper’), the 
1 76. iii. 1. 81. 3 76. iu. 1. 231. 3 76. iii. 1. 199, 2. 440. 

4 The name B'rikha, given above under the first class, perhaps 
really belongs to this category. 

5 Wright, p. 1063. The shortened form Habb'shab is also 

found (>6. p. 707). „ 

H J. P, N. Land, Anecdola Si/riaea, Leyden, 1862-76, ii. 282. 

7 Wright, p. 1069. 

8S. E. and J. 5. Assemani, Bibl. Apost. Vat. Codd. MSS 
Catatogus, Borne, 1756-59, ii. 369. 

9 Ass. i. 117, 425, ii. 68, 220. 

10 76. ii. 250, 383, iii. 2. 102 ; Wright, p. 16. 

11 Marun and Marj-un ore perhaps diminutives of this. It is 
unlikely that Marun has anything to do with the Or. Jlaron. 

12 Ass. iii. 1. 176, 294 ; Wright, p. 1063. 

13 Ass. ii. 2CT. 14 76. iii. 1. 479, 497, 2. 146. 

13 76. i. 190. 1® lb. i. 633, li. 387, 396. 

17 F. O. Ulmer, Die temit. Eigennamen im AT, Leipzig, 1901, 

& 14 : H. Eanke, Die Tersonennamen der llammurabidynastie, 
iinich, 1902, p. 37 ; EBi, s.v. ‘Names.’ 

18 Ass. iii. L 142. 19 Wright, p. 1093. 

20 76. p. 643. 1136. 21 Ass. iii. 1. 409, 495. 

22 76. 5 . 403, 410, 416, 417, Ui. L 82, 106, 119, 142, 229. 

23 76.1.188. 24 Loot. Add., p. 35. 23 Ass. i. 240, 
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present ■writer knows, besides Tabitha mentioned 
above, onlj^ two doubtful examples in Syriac. Of 
these one is that of the early_ Edessene martyr 
Gurya {* Lion’s whelp’) : but this word is stated in 
the lexicon of Bar 'Ali to have been used by a 
curious transitiou of meaniuf; for one who nas 
subdued his passions,^ and it is possible that this 
is the meaning of the name. The other is the 
name Nuna, which may, like the Heb. Nun, he 
rendered ‘Fish’; but there was a Greek word 
*6yyos, perhaps of Egyptian origin, which, at first 
a title of honour, afterwards denoted ‘ascetic’ 
(whence our word ‘nun’), and a not uncommon 
name Nonnus, and Nuna may be only a Syriacized 
form of this name. Of names denoting products 
of the earth it would also be hard to find an example 
in Syriac, for Pher'a^ merely means ‘sprout’ and 
might be a metaphorical term for ‘child.’ 

LmnUTCRE.— Xho authorities ore cited in the footnotes. 

E. W. Brooks. 

NAME OF GOD (Jewish).— i. The Tetra- 
grammaton. — The substitution in pronunciation 
of Adondi (‘Lord’) for the Tetragrammaton (the 
shem ha-mephorash of the Mishn. Ydtnd, vi. 2) of 
which indications are to be found in the later 
Biblical books, and which is clearly recorded in 
the Mishnah {S6tah, vii. 6), became the general 
usage of the Synagogue, even when reading from 
the Scroll of the Pentateuch. The Tetragram- 
maton had been retained, while the Temple stood, 
in the regular priestly benediction (Nu d-^®), with 
special ceremoniousness on the Day of Atonement 
(Mishn. Y6ma, vi. 2). The true pronunciation of 
the Tetragrammaton was not freely transmitted, 
but was esoteric, and communicated by the teacher 
only to qualified disciples (T. B. Qtddiishtn, 71a ; 
of. the interesting sections on this whole subject in 
Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed, ed. M. Fried- 
Ifinder, London, 1881-86, pt. i. oh. Ixi. ff.). The 
Mishnah so severely prohibits the utterance of the 
Tetragrammaton that the pronouncer of it was 
threatened ivith exclusion from a portion in the 
world to come (Mishn. Sanhedrin, xi. 1). Other 
paraphrastic substitutes for the name of God be- 
came common — e.g. , M&qdm, lit. ‘ place,’ from God’s 
omnipresence, a ^rase that is cited by Philo {de 
Somniis, i. 11), or ‘Our father in heaven’ (cf. An- 
notated Edition of the Authorised Daily Prayer 
Book, London, 1914, p. xxiii), and frequently in 
Rabbinic texts ‘the Merctful’ (as in the famous 

S ie ‘the Merciful desires the heart’ [T. B. 

. 1066]), ‘ the Holy One, blessed be he.’ In the 
Kabbalistio literature there are many combina- 
tions of letters which are treated as substitutes for 
the name of God {JE ix. 164). 

2. The Name in magic. — The reverence in 
which the Divine Name was held did not remain 
without consequence to dabblers in magic. Among 
many primitive peoples names were freely used for 
magical purposes. Naturally the Diidne Name 
would be particularly potent, and we often find 
references to the use of the Hebrew Name in the 
Talmud [T. B. Sanh. 656), but more particularly 
in mediceval legends of marvel and mystery (see 
Charms and Amulets [Jeivish] ; and jE ix. 164). 
Maimonides, referring to this subject (ch. Ixxii.), 
denounces the folly of those who believed that by 
means of any arbitrary combination of letters they 
could construct a name which would operate mir- 
aculously. Yet, despite this, there were through- 
out the Middle Ages, and even more recently, 
those who claimed to be ‘master of the Name’ 
{bcCal Shem), and possessed of miraculous powers. 

3. The Name as motive. — ^The close association 
between the Name of God and the being of God 

1 R. Payne Smith, Thesaurus Syriams, 2 vols., Orford, 1868- 
1601, s.v. 

* Ass. ii. 240. 
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led to certain developments. God Himself is, in 
Rabbinic and later Jewish literature, often referred 
te as ‘The Name’ (T. B. Sanh. 56a). Possibly 
this explains a frequent Rabbinic idiom. To do an 
act for the ‘ sake of the Name ’ was to be moved by 
desire to serve without any ulterior thought of self- 
profit. A similar metaphor was used in which the 
reference to God was omitted. To do a thing for 
its o^ sake was expressed by the term to do it 
‘ for its name.’ This is sho'wn in such passages as 
the following ; 

‘Let a man ever engage in the study of the TArlh and in 
good deeds, oven though not for its name [for its own sake], 
for through acts performed from a purpose not for its name 
[».«. for selfish motives], he will reach the stage of doing good 
for its name [£.e. for its own sake] ’ (T. A Prsooim, 605). 

Then, again, a convert to Judaism ■would be 
baptized ‘in the name of girutlp (i.e. of becoming 
a_ gir, or convert), a slave -would be manumitted 
‘in the name of freedom.’ But most important of 
all was the phrase ‘the name of heaven,’ i.e. of 
God, for this belongs to the remarkable conception 
now to be described. 

4. Sanctification of the Name. — (a) The idea of 
the imitation of God was based on the text Lv 19’ : 
‘Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am 
holy.’ Abba Saul (1st cent. A.D.) comments on 
this injunction in these terms: ‘Seek to be like 
God. As he is gracious and merciful, so be thou ’ 
(Mekhilta on Ex 16’, ed. M. Friedmann, Vienna, 
1870, p. 7). Man’s self-sanctification was a sancti- 
fication of God (Sifra on Lv 19’, ed. I. H. Weiss, 
Vienna, 1862, p. 86c). The same idea is expressed 
in other Rabbinic utterances (cf. W. Bacher, 
Agada der Tannaiten, Strassburg, 1890, ii. 367 ; 
F. Perles, Bousset's Religion des Judentums, Berlin, 
1903, p. 68 ; I. Abrahams, in Jewish Addresses, 
London, 1904, ch. iv.). liater in the mediaeval 
period, to the idea of the imitation was attached 
also the sense of initiation ; hence the sanctified 
man in the medimval phraseology came to signify 
‘ mystic ’ (cf. I. Abrahams, Trans, of the J ewish 
Historical Society, v. [1902-05] 190). 

(6) Sanctification and profanation of the Name 
were applied also to the effect of the individual’s 
conduct on the world’s opinion. Israel is to God 
like the court to a king (Sifra, loc. cit.) ; it is the 
duty of Israel to make God’s name hononred,_to 
prevent it from being disgraced. Israel sanctified 
the Name when his conduct refiected credit on God. 

Thus it is told of Simeon b. Shetab that be bought a mule 
from an Arab, and returned to the vendor a jewel which he 
found suspended round the animal’s neck. VThereupon the 
Arab exclaimed : ‘ Blessed be the Lord, the God of Simeon son 
of Bhetal?.' 

Of another anecdote Phinehas b. Jair is the hero. Two 
strangers stayed with him and left in his charge two sacks of 
grain. He sowed the corn, and reaped a prosperous harvest for 
six seasons. One day, when the seventh goodly harvest was 
ripening, be accidentaily met the strangers again. ' Come and 
see your sacks,’ be said. They hesitated, for they felt certain 
that their com was mouldy. But Phinehas took them to the 
field, and said, ‘ Here are your sacks.’ ' If man is thus tme, 
what must God’s truth be?’ comment the Rabbis (Lee. Rabbdh, 

m. 

Such acts sanctified God’s name, as Ezekiel 
(20*’) had said : ‘ I -will be sanctified in you in the 
sight of the nations.’ Any act, again, by which 
God’s name was degraded in the eyes of the world 
was the most heinous sin ; it was unfor^vable ex- 
c^t by the offender’s death (T. B. Y6md, 86a). 
‘ Hypocrites must be exposed, because they pro- 
fane the Name’ (tb., and Tos. Y6ma, ii. 12). There 
are numerous passages in which the ugliness of 
moral corruption in men of reputed piety is com- 
mented on. Men whose conduct belies their pro- 
fession profane the Name ; similarly ■with a glut- 
tonous student of the TOrah (P‘saMm, 49a). The 
Rabbis strongly maintained the inwardness of 
morality. 

‘Inside must be clean aa the outside' (T. B. TdmS, 72b). 

I ‘Whenever the Rabbis have forbidden anything for the sake of 
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appearance, that same thing is forbidden in the innermost 
recesses of one's own privacy ’ (jf. B. Bezel, 9a). 

Yet they realized that there were two elements 
in virtue, the one personal, the other communal. 
The oflfender not only sinned against his own con- 
science ; he profaned the Name in that the outer 
consequences of his act affected the public con- 
science (cf. I. Abrahams, ‘ The Sanctification of the 
Name,’ American Rehrew, vol. xci. [New York, 
1912] no. 25). 

(c) The sanctification of the Name implied, from 
another side, the acme of heroism. Israel being 
God’s witness, God, as it were, ceased to be God 
unless Israel witnessed to Him (F^slgia de R. 
Kahana, ed. S. Buber, Lyck, 1868, fol. 1026), 
though another passage (Sifra, loc. cit.) adds that, 
while it is Israel’s paramount duty to sanctify God, 
God is sanctified even though Israel fail. But 
Israel’s testimony to God must not stop even on 
the brink of the tomb (Maimonides, Code, i. 6). 
Sanctification of the Name becomes a synonym for 
martyrdom (Perles, loc. cit., points out the analogy 
with the Greek fidorvi). The Synagogue liturgy 
enshrines this idea : 

• Our Father, our King 1 do it [i.e. have compassion] for 
the sake of them that went through fire and water for the 
sanctification of thy name' (Authorised Daily Prayer Book, 
p. 67). 

On the model of the joyous acceptance of a 
martyr’s death by R. Aqiba (c. A.D. 135) pathetic 
prayers were composed for recitation by those who 
were called upon to die for Judaism. One such 
prayer terminates thus : 

‘ Blessed art Thou O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who 
hast sanctified us by Thy commandments and commanded us to 
Jove the glorious and awful Nome, that was, Is, and shall be 
eternally, with all our heart and all our soul, and to sanctify 
Thy Name before the world ' (Nordlingen, Tosif Omef, Frank- 
fort, 1723, p. 69). 

For Biblical usage see art. God (Biblical and 
Christian), vol. vi. p. 253 f. See also God (Jewish), 
vol. vi. p. 296. 

Literatdbb.— M. Lazarus, Ethics of Judaism, Eng. tr., 
Philadelphia, 1901, vol. ii, § 184 f. ; L. Low, Qesammelte 
Schriften, Szegedin, 1889, i. 223 ; B. Jacob, Im Namen Gottes, 
Berlin, 1903. 1, ABKAHAMS. 

NAMELESS GODS. — i. Name and epithet. — 
A study of the names of divinities suggests that 
they were first called by epithets or adjectival 
words describing them or their functions before 
they were called by personal names. These epi- 
thets frequently became the personal names of 
the gods, as philology shows. For, as Jevons 
points out, 

'A personal name is an epithet the meaning of which comes 
In course of time to be forgottcn.’l 

It is probably innate among the folk to describe 
a man by some function or peculiarity or by his 
occupation rather than by his personal name. If 
this IS the case even where personal names exist, 
much more would it be true of a time when 
personal names, whether of men or of gods, had 
not yet been evolved. At one time both men and 
gods were, strictly speaking, nameless. Again, 
where a god’s epithet has now practically become 
apersonm name, he is often called by other epithets, 
while the personal name tends to become sacred ; 
it is used only on particular occasions, and is tabu 
at all other times and often to whole classes of 
people— e.g., the women and children of a tribe. 
Slany savage divine names are still little more than 
epithets, and this is especially noticeable in the 
case of the high gods. The god Daramulun of S. 
Australian tribes has a name which means ‘ leg on 
one side,’ or, as explained by others, ‘a sacred 
staff.’ ® The god is ‘ the lame one ’ or ' the possessor 
of the sacred staff.’ Baiame, another Australian j 
high god, appears to mean ‘ the maker,’ from baia, 

J F. B. Jevons, The. Idea of God, Cambridge, 1913, p. 82. 
zjAI-ad. I1S92) 294, ii. [1872) 270. 


‘to make’, or possibly ‘big man.’ ^ Another epithet 
of these gods is Mungan-ngaur, ‘our father.’’ 
Daramulun has become a personal name, as it ii 
too sacred to be uttered except at the mysteries. 
Hence other epithets are used for him— Papang, 
‘father,’ Biamban, ‘master.’ The Esldmo Torn- 
garsuk means ‘great spirit’ (swi, ‘ great,’ tomgak, 
‘ spirit ’).’ Other names of such gods mean ‘ father,’ 
‘grandfather,’ and the like— the Zulu Unkulun- 
kulu, ‘ old, old one,’ or ‘ great great grandfather ’ ; 
the_ Pawnee Ti-ra-wa, ‘ the spirit father ’ ; the 
Huichol Tatevali, ‘our grandfather’; the Bahnar 
Bok Glaih, ‘ the grandfather who thunders’ ; the 
Guiana Wacinaci, ‘our father,’ or Ifilici Wacinaci, 
‘ our great father ’ ; the Blackfoot Na-pi, ‘ old man ’ ; 
the Dravidian river-goddess Burhl Thakurani, 
‘ the old lady.’ ‘ Other epithet-names are as simple 
as these — e.g., those which refer to the position 
of gods, viz. the Carib Tamosi Kabotano, ‘the 
ancient one in the sky ’ ; the D6n6 Yuttaere, ‘ that 
which is on high ’ ; the New Britain Nara i tara 
dat, ‘ he or some one who made us ’ ; the Japanese 
kami (the term for ‘ god ’ or for ‘ gods ’ generally), 
literally ‘ above ’ ; the Chinese Shang-ti, ‘ sovereign 
above ’ (another example of an epithet becoming 
a name which is not to be lightly used). ® Other 
epithet-names concern the god as creator— the 
Arawak Wa murreta kwonci, ‘ our maker ’ ; Zuni 
names meaning ‘ creator and master,’ ‘ maker,’ 
‘finisher’; the Bum Opo-geba-snolat, ‘the lord 
moulder or creator of man.’ * Others are equally 
descriptive, like Oro, ‘torment,’ the Egba god of 
vengeance; the Dinka Dengdit, ‘the great rain,’ 
also known as Nyalich, literally ‘in the above’; 
the Hottentot Tsuni-goab, ‘wounded knee’; the 
gods of the Japanese Kojiki, Izanagi, ‘the male 
whoinvites,’ andlzanami, ‘the female who invites,’ 
or the three chief gods, ‘ the deity master of the 
august centre heaven,’ ‘ the high august producing 
wondrous deity,’ and ‘the divine producing won- 
drous deity,’ or the goddess of Yomi (Hades) ‘the 
ugly female of Hades ’ ; or Fiji gods who meet the 
soul as it passes into the other world and whose 
epithet-names describe their functions — ‘ghost- 
scatterer,’ ‘reed-spear,’ ‘the dismisser,’ etc.'^ 
Usener, studying mainly Greek and Roman 
religion and mythology, has drawn attention to 
what he calls Sondergotter and AvgenblicJcsgotter. 
These are gods of one function only, and often 
merely of a momentary function. _ They bad no 
personal names, but epithets or adjectival names, 
expressing that function. They were the basis of 
the later personal gods with personal names, in 
which the reference to the original function of the 
god had become obscure. The greater gods whose 
names now suggested no definite meaning were apt 
to absorb local divinities with epithet-names— names 
whose meaning was clear and pointed to their func- 
tions. These epithet-names now became titles by 
which a god was invoked.® Examples of enen 
Sondergotter were the twelve divinities invoked at 
the sacrifice to Tellus and Ceres— each of them 
associated with some single action from the first 


1 A. Lang, Myth, Ritual, and Religion'^, London, 1906, Ii. 9 j 
K. L. Parker, JIfore Australian Legendary Tales, do. 1893, 
Glossary, s.o. ' Bj-amee.’ 

2 JA/xvi. [1887] 64. . 

2 D. Orantz, Bistory of Greenland, London, 1820, i. 207. 

4 H. Callaway, Religious System of the Amazulu, Natal, 1870, 
passim-, 0. B. Grinnell, Pawnee Hero Stories, London, 18BS, 
p. 352 ; ERE vi. 828*> (Huichola), viL 230 (Bahnar) ; E. F. Im 
Thum, Among the Indians of Guiana, London, 1833, p. 865 J. ; 
A. Lang, The Making of Religion, do. 1898, p. 259 ; M. Martin, 
Eastern India, do. 1838, iii. 361. 
simThum, p. S65f. ; NNNiv. 6395, vl,291», vi. 2<2l>. _ 

6 Im Thurn, p. 365 1 . ; Lang, Myth, Ritual, and Religion, ii. 
85 ; ERE s-ii. 2485 (Bum). 

7 JA/xix. [1890] lOO(Efba); ERE iv. 707» (Dinka); A.Iimz, 
Custom and Myth, London, 1885, p. 204 ; KMki, tr. B. H. 
Chamberlain*, Tokyo, 1906 ; B. TTiomsOD, The Ptjians, London, 
1003, p. 117 ff. 

8 H. Usener, Giltemamen, p. 75, and passim. 
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breaking of the ground to the storing of the harvest 
— V ervactor, Eedarator, Imporcitor, Insitor, Ohara- 
tor, Occator, Sarritor, Subrinoinator, Messor, Con- 
vector, Conditor, Promitor. Like these -were the 
deities associated with the chief events of man’s 
life from his conception to his death — Levana, 
Edula, Potina, Statilinus, etc. Similar Greek 
Sondergottcr are Kourotrophos, Pandrosos, Erech- 
theus, Brizo, latros, Hygieia, Muiagros, and a host 
of others. Of all these it may he said that their 
names are on the border-land between personal 
names and mere adjectival epithets — the name 
fairly clearly expressing the function. This is seen 
too where such an epithet-name has been taken 
up by an outstanding god, while yet a class of gods 
described only by such an epithet was also the 
subject of a cult. ’AXeflxaKos and diror/)67ratoj Avere 
applied to Zeus, Apollo, Heracles, but there were 
also ffeol dXefficaKoi, 0eoi diror/)6iraiot. Sometimes a 
god more or less clearly defined was known merely 
as M^ 7 tcrTos, ‘the greatest’ (as at Boulis), or as 
Seds SXfiios, Ms d7o0(5r, Oe&s ficrtos, or as rapBiyos, or 
simply as ‘ the god,’ ‘ the goddess.’ 

This resembles what appears to have been an 
early Semitic method of naming gods by a title — 
c.g., Ba'al, ‘owner’ or ‘lord,’ i.e. the lord of a 
sanctuary or of the land in which a community is 
settled. Hence there rvere innumerable Ba'als dis- 
tinguished from each other by a local appellative — 
c.g., Ba’al Sidon. Ba'al, however, never became 
a proper name, except in Babylon as the name of 
the chief god Marduk. Strictly speaking, the 
were nameless gods or spirits, though to a 
bcial might later be given a more personal name. 
Yet even the name of the bdal of Tyre, Melkart, 
means no more than ‘ king of the city.’ In Egypt, 
where the importance of the name Avas so great, 
some gods, those of the various nomes, Avere 
nameless. Alike in character and in functions 
they were distinguished from each other by the 
name of the community Avhere each Avas Avor- 
shipped, like the local Ba'als— e.y., ‘he of Edfu,’ 
‘ she ofiNekheb.’ There Avere also many functional 
deities, Egyptian Sondergottcr or Avgenblicks- 
gotter^ 

In some instances gods are actually nameless 
either because of the mystery Avhich surrounds 
them or because they are called by some oblique 
epithet, or it may be because their names have been 
forgotten. It must be remembered that often, 
Avhen a god has received a personal name, that name 
becomes too sacred to be used. It remains hidden 
and secret, unlike other titles by Avhich the god is 
called. Instances might be cited from the loAvest 
savagery up to the HebreAvs, Avith Avhom the name 
JahAveh Avas forgotten for this reason (see God 
[J eAvish]). Generally a god has some less sacred 
name, but it is obvious that in such a case he might 
become nameless or be mentioned only by a circum- 
locution or epithet. Among the Euegians their 
god AA'as knoAA’n only as ‘big man in the Avoods.’^ 
NVith the Eskimos the AA'ife or mother of Tom- 


or name to any of them. He also adds that the 
oracle at Dodona advised them to call their gods 
by the names of barbarian (Egyptian) gods of Avhom 
they had heard.* Similarly Strabo, citing Posi- 
donius, says that the Kallaikoi were ‘ godless ’ 
(affeoi), and that the Celtiberians sacrificed by night 
at the time of full moon to a nameless cod (ivaviiia 
rivl Beip).'^ 

O! these tribes ns well ns of the tribes ot Thrnce described by 
Theophrastus and others as aBeoi, Usener points out that they 
had gods without personal names, but called by adjeoUves. 
Hence by those accustomed to clearly defined gods they were 
regarded ns godless.^ 

The same phenomenon is perhaps to be seen 
in China, AA’here the numerous sben, tutelary or 
departmental gods, have little indmduality or 
mythology, and are defined only by their functions.* 
In this they resemble the groups of nameless bami 
in Japan, or the gods mentioned in the older 
Avritings as Avorshipped at the greater temples yet 
not mentioned by any personal name.® Some of 
the highest Etruscan divinities, the dei involuti, 
Avere nameless — perhaps an instance of a sacred 
name being forgotten.® 

Here Ave may note the teaching of St. Clement 
of Alexandria about God. In his desire to elimin- 
ate_ all taint of anthropomorphism from God, he 
maintained that Ave could understand Him not so 
much by what He is as by what He is not. And, 
as a logical consequence of this negative conception 
of God, he added : ‘ Nor can we say that God has 
shape or name.’ Such terms as ‘ the One,’ ‘ Father,’ 

‘ God,’ etc., are not strictly appropriate. 

• Such high names we employ because of our incapacity to find 
the true name, bo that the mind may bare something to rest on 
and steady it. None of these names taken separately expresses 
God.’ 7 

This abstract negative method of regarding the 
being of God is seen also in Philo and the Neo- 
Platonists. Philo taught that God Avas AAdthout 
qualities and incomprehensible in His essence. He 
cannot be described, and even the patriarchs did 
not knoAV His name. He Avas the Nameless Exist- 
ing. So to Plotinus God as the One could be de- 
scribed only negatively. The doctrine of the Divine 
Namelessness characterized all the Alexandrian 
schools of thought,® and AA'as really to some extent 
characteristic of HebreAv and JeAvish thought (of. 
Job 26** and God [JcAA-ish]). God has a name 
Avhich ‘ has not been sent into this Avorld.’ ® It is 
also found more or less in all mystic thought*® — 
c.g., the teaching of the Upanisads that God is 
knoAvn only to those AA’ho profess not to know Him ; 
of Lao-tse that ‘ the Tao Avhich can be expressed is 
not the eternal Tao ’ ; of the E^ptian hymn to 
Araen-Ba, ‘ Avhose name is hidden from all his 
creatures ’ ; of St. Augustine that God ‘ sciendo 
ignoratur et nesciendo cognoscitur ’ ; ** and of 
Hooker that ‘ our safest eloquence concerning Him 
is our silence.’ *® From a diflerent point of aosav 
agnosticism insists on the unknoAvableness, and 
therefore the namelessness, of God. 

The tabu on divine names applies equally to the 
secret or sacred names of men. These are not to 


garsuk is a nameless being dAvelling imder the sea.® 
To the native tribes of California their ‘ high god ’ 
Avas merely ‘the one above,’ or ‘the old man 
above.’* SimUarly the Zulus knoAV dimly of ‘a 
king which is above ’ or ‘ the lord on high ’ — not 
heard of first from white men.® The jungle tribes 
of Chota Nagpur worship indetermmate beings 
in sacred moves, ‘ not yet clothed Avith indiA'idual 
attributes, ‘ of whose form and functions no one 
can give an intelligible account.’ ® Herodotus says 
of the Pelasgians that they sacrificed to gods Avho 
had set in order all things, but they gave no title 

A Q. F. Moore, Hist, of Religiom, Edinburgh, 1014, i. 146. 

® B. Pitzroy, Narrative of Vopages qfthe' Adventure ’ and the 
'Seagle,' London, 1SS9, ii. 180. 

s Crantz, i. 207. 4 jyu 153 . t Callaway, p. 19 f. 

6 H. H. Bisley, The People of India, Calcutta, 1903, p. 216 f. 


be used lightly or even uttered by others — e.q., 
that of a husband by a Avife, of a mother-in-laAV by 
a son-in-laAv, etc. — so that a person is called by a 
circumlocution or the like, or the names are in 
some cases knoAA’n only to a A'ery fcAV persons. An 
example of this is found among the Arunta and 
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NAMELESS GODS 


kindred tribes of Australia, where the chv.ringa 
name, i.c. the name home in the Aloheringa (g.«.) 
by tribal ancestors and now applied to descendants, 
is known only to the older men of the totem group. 
The women, till they become very old, do not even 
know of the existence of such names. ^ In other 
Australian tribes a man gives up his name for ever 
at the time of initiation to manhood, and thus has 
no name, but is called brother, nephew, etc.® In 
other cases a child is sometimes nameless for some 


years in infancy, because, as with the pagan tribes 
of Borneo, to give it a name while it is still feeble 
might direct the attention of malicious spirits to 
it. Hence a boy is called Ukat, a girl Otoing 
{ =Thingumybob).® 

See also J. G. Frazer, QE>, pfc. U., Taboo and the Perils oj the 
Soul, London, 1911, p. 318 ff. ; A. E. Crawley, The Itystic Rose, 
do. 1902, p. 434 ; artt. Names. 

2. Unknown gods. — Insome polytheistic systems 
caution suggested that, as there were many gods, 
it was possible that there were some not known by 
name or fimction to men, besides the number who 
were knoivn. Hence it was safe to recognize, to 
pray, or offer sacrifice to gods who were unknoivn 
as well as to those who were known. In the Baby- 
lonian penitential psalms, while unknoivn sins are 
often confessed, many unknoivn gods are addressed 
lest any, being forgotten, should still visit the 
penitent with his anger. It is probable that such 
a cautious point of view explains the altar seen by 
St. Paul in Athens ivith its inscription iyvdarifi 
Oeip. That such altars were well known there is 
proved by several literary references. Pausanias 
twice refers to these, once to ‘ altars of gods called 
unknown and heroes ’ seen by him in Athens, and 
once to ‘ an altar of unknown gods ’ at Olympia.^ 
Philostratus and Tertullian botli refer to altars of 


unkno\vn gods in Athens.® In the Philopatris 
ascribed to Lucian, but perhaps by another autlior, 
‘ the unknown god of Athens is mentioned. Else- 
where, however, there is a clear reference in Lucian 
to the purpose of such a cult of unknown deities. 
First several gods are invited by name to an 
assembly, and then the unknown gods whose altars 
men propitiate with sweet odours.® The same 
cautious attitude is seen in a passage of Diogenes 
Laertius, who tells how at the time of plague in 
Athens Epimenides let loose sheep from the Areo- 
pagus, and advised that rvherever one lay down 
sacrifice to the appropriate god should be made. 
Hence now there are nameless altars (/Sw/ioOr avwi- 
ftovs) throughout the of Attica.’ Like the 
Babylonians, the Homans at sacrifices called upon 
all the gods after invoking the special deities in 
question, and on occasions when there was doubt 
regarding the divinity who had caused an earthquake 
or other prodigy sacrifice was ofl'ered to one under 
the formula ‘ whether a god or a goddess.’® Occa- 
sional examples of this uncertainty regarding 
names are round on inscriptions, and with the 
Homans as ivith the Greeks there were altars to 


unknown gods.® The same caution is found wher- 
ever there is a cult of ghosts. As time goes on, 
the names of the dead are forgotten, but tliey are 
still capable of doing harm if neglected. Hence 
all the dead are invited to a sacrifice in one general 
formula, as with the Zulus or the Hindus.’® 
Similarly many of the invocations of the Veddas to 
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the yaku (‘ ghosts ’) address these without name— 
‘my departed one,’ ‘multitude of relatives,’ or 
simply ‘you.’ ’ 

For other instances see ERE vi. 276'> (Hgj-pt), 294>> (Japan), 
and cf . J. G. Frazer, Pausanias’ s Description of Greece, London 
1893, ii. 33 f. Cf. the • unknown lather’ of the Gnostic Satur- 
ninus. 


3. Groups of nameless spirits.— 'Where crowds oi 
spirits, ghosts, genii, or simply beings are sup- 
posed to exist, these are too numerous to have 
each a personal name. But, as they have a 
generic likeness, so they have a generic name. 
They are anonymous beings with a collective 
name, and their functions are often but vaguely 
defined. Examples are found in the wunda 
(‘ghosts’), mrarts, or inintarinia of Australian 
tribes; the inue (‘invisible rulers’) or tomgak 
(‘spirits’) of the Eskimos; the uwi (‘spirits’) and 
iamaie (‘ghosts’) of the Melanesians; the crowd 
of nameless yaku of the "Veddas; the amadhlozi 
(‘spirits’) of the Zulus; the ‘above persons,’ 
‘ground persons,’ and ‘under- water persons’ of 
the Blackfoot Indians ; the atua (‘spirits’) of the 
Maoris ; the bhuta of- Indian folk-belief ; the nats 
of Burma ; the jok (spirits of long-dead ancestors) 
of the Dinkas ; the aphangak (‘ ghosts ’) and kt'lyi- 
khama (other spirits) of the Lengua ; the kenaima 
of the tribes of Guiana ; the tok of the pagan tribes 
of Borneo. Among liigher races there are such 
collective groups as the shcn (gods, spirits, and 
ghosts) and the kwei (demons) of the Chinese ; the 
daevas of Zoroastrianism ; the anonymous groups 
of spirits possessing only a generic name in ancient 
Egypt; the sprites or bogeys of Greece with a 
generic rather than a personal name; or such a 
group as ‘ the Seven ’ demons of the Babylonians. 
Any individual spirit in these groups would simply 
be called by the generic name. But some of these 
may come to be more clearly defined, or may be 
summed up in one particular being. These would 
then stand out above the others, and a definite, 
personal name would be given them, or a more 
definite being with a personal name might be in- 
cluded in the collective group. Qat, the hero-god 
of the Melanesians, is an outstanding tmi. Among 
the ‘ above persons ’ of the Blackfeet are Thunder 
and "Wind. The Dravidian tribes with, e.g., their 
hosts of nameless tree-spirits know also of special 
forest-gods, Baram or Sama Burhl, evolved from 
these. Among the bhuta, there are individualized 
examples with personal names. _ In Burma some 
nats have attained to the dignity of a personal 
name — nats of prominent trees or of the whole 
forest. In China the shen include Heaven, Sun, 
Moon, Thunder, Earth, etc., which stand out more 
prominently than the great mass of the shen. 
Among the "Veddas the yaku of rocks and hill-tops 
tend to Tbecome named, taking the name of the hill 
which they inhabit. The yaku of important men 
are occasionally remembered by name long after 
their death. 

4. Name and personality. — That the name has 
come to be regarded as part if not the whole of the 
personality in universal folk-belief is undoubted. 
To know the proper name of a man, spirit, or god 
inevitably gave one enormous power over these. 
This, however, implies a certain amount of theoriz- 
ing about the name, and it is probable that even 
personal names existed before they were regarded 
m this light. Usener, followed by HSffding,® has 
maintained that the transition from momentary 
and special gods to gods who can properly be called 
personal is signalized by the acquiring of proper 
names. If this means that a god or a man has 
no clearly marked and definite personality until he 
acquires a personal name as distinct from an ad- 

1 0 . G. and B. 2!. Seligmann, The Veddas, Cambridge, 1911, 
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jectival name, it is certainly not tme. There -was 
a period when men as well as spirits or gods had no 
personal names, and perhaps only very vague ad- 
jectival names. Yet men had a real sense of their 
own and of each other’s personality, and this must 
have heen true also of their thought about spirits 
or gods or worshipful beings. No doubt the per- 
sonal name crystallizes the functions, character- 
istics, and actions of a man, but the man is there 
even before he is named, and others have a clear 
idea of him as an acting and living personality. 
Even Hbffding admits that ‘ the word serves to help 
and support, to retain and to develop the results 
won within the realm of ideas, but it cannot be 
their exclusive cause.’ ' And, in fact, if the name 
was &st a descriptive epithet, referring to some 
function or action or to the position of a spirit or 
god or of a man, it is obvious that some definite 
idea of th ese beings as personalities alrea.dy existed. 
Personality is doubtless a more or less fluid concep- 
tion to the savage, as is seen by his belief in the 
possibility of metamorphosis, yet that belief exists 
where the personal name exists and where it is the 
subject of the most stringent tabus. The groups 
of spirits already referred to, with no individual 
names but only a generic title, have functions and 
characteristics which are clearly enough defined, 
and they are conceived as personalities. Where 
one of them has become pre-eminent and has re- 
ceived a distinctive name, that name in the first 
place would be descriptive of some characteristic in 
which he was supposed to differ from the others. 
But the characteristic no less than the name which 
defined it is that which marks this spirit off from 
all the others. That the conception of mana, 
orenda, wakanda, and the like — impersonal power 
called by a descriptive name — is primitive and pre- 
ceded the belief in beings to whom personality was 
ascribed is unlikely. Tliese are rather ' generaliza- 
tions from many separate experiences.’^ What 
man first believed in was a being or beings to 
whom personality, however man first conceived it, 
was given. That personality was not necessarily 
in human form. It was described by an epithet, 
which later became a personal name. Even thun- 
der might be conceived as a being, a personality, 
before the idea of an anthropomorphic Thunderer 
arose. The nameless gods of the Pelasgians 
had some personality, for they were regarded as 
setting all things in order and distributing all 
things — actions of a clearly personal kind. 

Literatcre. — H. Hbffdin^ JVie Philosophj/ of Jteligion, tr. 
B. E. Meyer, London, 1906 ; r . B. Jevons, An Introduotion to 
the Study of Comparative Religion, New York, IDOS, ch. Iv., 
Comparative Religion, Cambridge, 191S, oh. vili, ; H. Useaer, 
OSttemamen, Bonn, 1896. J. A. MacCULLOCH, 

NANAK. — Nanak, the founder of the Sikh sect, 
is variously known as Guru N&nak, Baba Nanak, 
and Nfinak Shah, the "word guru meaning ‘ spiritual 
preceptor,’ baba signifying ‘ father’ or ‘ one worthy 
of reverence,’ and shah denoting ‘ king ’ or ‘ chief,’ 
the first, moreover, being in origin Sanskrit and 
the last two Hindi and Persian respectively, while 
all three are commonly used to designate ascetics. 
Guru Nanak, as we prefer to call him, was the first 
of the ten gums of the Sikh community. Wherever 
representations of him are found, he is invariably 
shown as an old man with flowing white beard, 
such an appearance being more in accordance with 
his character for great wisdom than a more youth- 
ful picture would nave been. 

I. Sources. — In writinc an ordinary history the 
historian sets about collecting materials with 
which to form a connected narrative, and, gener- 
ally speaking, it is not impossible, or even difficult, 

1 P. 147 : cf. F. B. Jevons, An Introd. to the Study of Com- 
parative Religion, p. 131 1. 

SJ. EsUin Carpenter, Comparative Religion, Ixindon, 1913, 
p. 82. 


to ascertain and state matters of fact with toler- 
able accuracy. In the case of Nanak, however, 
or any other of the Indian leaders of thought 
whose life belongs to the dim past, it is a very 
different thing. A number of janainsdkhls, or 
biographies, of the guru are available. These are 
for the most part MSS in the Panjabi lan^age 
and in Gurmukhi characters, which are peculiar to 
Panjabi. The present writer has before him a 
copy which, according to a statement on the final 
page, was written in the city of Amritsar half a 
century ago. The name of the scribe and the 
amount charged for making the copy are also 
stated, and the volume closes with the pious wish 
that those who read and hear the sayings of Nanak 
may have the gift of discipleship. At the begin- 
ning of the MS there is a smgular Introduction — a 
description of a visit paid by Baja Janak, father 
of Sita of ancient Hindu sto^, to the infernal 
regions under the escort of Raja Dharm, who 
corresponds to Pluto of the ancient Greeks. A 
graphic account is mven of the wretched condition 
of the sinners in hell, and of the marvellous change 
produced in that condition by a portion of St. 
Raja Janak’s merit being put to their account; 
they are set free not for one age only but for the 
succeeding age as well, until the Kal Yug, the iron 
age, the age of vice, which is the present. The 
same Raja Janak came into the world in this age 
in the person of Guru Nanak, that men, entering 
his order, might be saved from the consequences of 
their actions. Raj5 Janak is thus introduced to 
the world again, and the author of this janamsakhi 
has thought it his duty, in order to glori^ Guru 
Nanak, to embellish his narrative with such 
astounding and childish fables as would make 
history impossible. This is disconcerting, but we 
are not confined to that particular narrative ; 
earlier janamsdkhis are available. E. Trumpp, 
who, at the instance of the Government of India, 
wrote a translation of the Granth Sahib, as the 
Sikhs call their book, made also a translation of a 
janamsakht which he judged to date from the end 
of the 16th or the beginning of the 17th century. 
It is written in the characters in which the oldest 
copy of the Granth Sahib is written, and is signed 
by the fifth guru. Guru Arjun, himself. In com- 
parison with other and more modem copies it is 
free from the miraculous element, and may, there- 
fore, be considered more reliable than the rest. 

M. A. Macauliffe (The Sikh Religion, Oxford, 
1909, Introd. p. Ixxxvi) tells us that he used a MS 
which bore the date A.D. 1688, just fifty years 
after Nanak’s death. Which of these two janam- 
sdkhis is the older cannot, probably, be ascertained, 
but they are both highly flavoured with fable, and 
one or two sentences in which Macauliffe appraises 
them throw the necessary light on their intrinsic 
worth. 

‘ We must premise that several of the details of this and of all 
the current Janamsakhis appear to us to be simply settings lor 
the verses and sayings of Gurii Nanak. His followers and 
admirers found dainty word-pictures in his compositions. They 
considered under what circumstances they could have been 
produced, and thus devised the framework of a biography in 
which to exhibit them to the populace’ (p. Ixxxvii). 

Trumpp also indicates the direction in which 
historical research is likely to be profitable. He 
found, on comparing the old copy -with current 
MSS, that everything that appeared to throw a 
dubious or unfavourable light on Nanak had been 
left out, whereas other things, which spoke of his 
deification, had been interpolated. Closer research 
soon convinced him that the usual Sikh tradition 
concerning Nanak could by no means be trusted • 
he had reason enough to assume that the formation 
of myths about their first guru had already pro- 
gressed very far, notwithstanding that his life fell 
altogether within the period of historical light as 
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among the rubbish of miraculous and often absurd 
stories he could detect very few historical facts 
that deserved credit. The man as he had him 
before him in his owm words and sayings, as con- 
tained in the Granth, would by no means agree 
with Avhat the miraculous stories had made of 
him. 

From this it is seen that the able translator of 
the Granth Sahib had found the real man behind 
the fictitious veil of fable. With respect to the 
tales, he has only one opinion, and that is that 
they are rubbish, but there is more in th&janam- 
sdkhts than tales which serve only to supply a 
background for Nanak’s sayings and to please the 
multitude — there are the verses themselves, re- 
garding some of which Trumpp says : 

‘The jneetings and verbal contests with other Faqirs and 
Shekhs, which are described at lull length, are in themselves 
very probable, but in other respects ol no importance, except 
that they give some hints to the mental development ol Nanak ' 
(Zdi Granth, Prefatory Remarks, p. v). 

Let us emphasize the exception. 

For the study of the mental power and mental 
growth of the 6uru we have also the Granth Sahib. 
Granth is simply the Sanskrit word for ‘ book,’ and 
Sahib is an Araoic word for ‘ lord,’ and this title of 
the two combined is indicative of personality and 
greatness, wisdom and power ; the Sikhs look on 
this book as their lord, whom they must obey. 
It is a collection in Panjabi, Hindi, and even 
Persian, of moral poems and apothegms composed 
and uttered by Guru Nanak and other religious 
and philosophical teachers. It was compiled in 
A.D. 1604. From its contents can be deduced a 
fair conception of the development of religious 
ideas from the 12th to the 16th cent., for the 
various compositions in the book are those of 
bhagats (‘saints’) scattered over that period, in- 
cluding, of course. Guru Nflnak. It shows to what 
extent Nanak was indebted to his predecessors in 
the Indian field of thought within those limits of 
time, and how much their influence tended to bring 
about the remarkable reformation that took place. 
The Eeformation had begun before his day. Nanak 
was fourteen years older than Luther and died 
eight years before him, and, when that great re- 
former took his stand for truth at the Diet of 
Worms, Nanak was in his humble way seeking to 
guide the Indian people to the recognition of a 
personal God. The Indian reformation was salva- 
tion from atheism, and we may see in Nanak the 
highest and best that it reached. 

2 . Life. — Baba Nanak was bom in the month of I 
Vaisakli (April-May), A.P. 1469, in the village of 
Talwandi, now, oiving to his fame, known as 
Nankaha, abaut 30 miles south-west of Lahore. 
He was born on a moonlight night when a watch 
of the night remained. Celestial, ‘imbeaten’ 
music was heard, which doubtless means that 
auspicious omens in sounds and sights greeted the 
arrival of the infant. He was named Nanak 
Nirakari or Nirankari, i.e. ‘ Nanak, servant of the 
formless one.’ j 

His father, Kalu, Kliatri by caste and Vedi by 
clan, was a small farmer, who had also the duties 
of land-steward to perform to the owner of the 
village, at that time Rae Bular, a Musalman 
Rajput of the Bhatti tribe of Rajputs. It seems 
that Kalu was a petty merchant as well as farmer 
and land-steward. Nanak’s early days were, 
therefore, spent in the freedom of farm and village 
life, and in close proximity to the boundless desert, 
which must have had endless charms and possi- 
bilities for him. As a boy he seems to have 
exhibited remarkable talents. There was a mani- 
fest dilierence between him and other lads, for, 
while they were intent on the games that boys 
usually delight in, he was immersed in meditation 


on spiritual things. He was of a dreamy disposi- 
tion, so that, to his discredit, it is recorded that he 
lost everything that he took out of the house. This 
caused his father great annoyance, which led him 
to upbraid the priest who had on the occasion of 
the bestowal of a name on the child declared that 
the fame of his son would be like a canopy over 
him. ‘A fine canopy ! ’ said Kalu. 

At five he was able intelligently to talk about 
the Vedas and other Hindu Sastras. His father 
took him to school and, the auspices being declared 
good by the priest, he gave the customary presents 
to the schoolmaster, and Nanak was aomitted 
Children have been known to read for their amuse- 
ment at three, and, when the case of a boy of 
eight is cited as being able to recite a thousand 
lines of Virgil, we need not wonder that Nanak at 
seven astonished his master when the following 
incident occurred. 

‘ Sir,’ said Nanak to his teacher, ‘ what have you learned that 
you may teach mef ‘I have learned all the branches of 
knowledge,’ replied the teacher; ‘I have read the Sastras and 
the Vedas, — 1 know arithmetic and book-keeping — I know 
everything.’ ' All that kind of learning is utterly useless,’ s^d 
Nanak. ‘Listen, Sir: 

Burn worldly love, rub the ashes and make ink of it ; make of 
faith the best kind of paper ; 

Make the heart the pen, the intellect the writer; ask the 
Guru and write the Judgment ; 

Write the Name and the praise thereof, write that which has 
no end or limit. 

Sir, if you are able to teach me this manner of knowledge, then 
teach me.’ 

At the age of nine he learned Persian, and after a 
time he left school. Then he consorted with sadhus 
and fagrirs, Hindu and Muhammadan mendicant 
ascetics who frequented the desert. Being in their 
company was much more to his mind than herd- 
ing cows or doing any other sort of farm labour; 
indeed, he got into trouble over the herding of bis 
father’s buJfaloes, for he fell asleep at the border 
of a wheat-field, which the herd entered and nearly 
ruined. Other instances of a like nature are re- 
corded of him, and at twelve he was no better, as 
the following shows : 

Broken-heorted, KUu said to him, *N5nak, you have been 
born in my house, and now that I am old my name is being 
ruined. I am hopeless and utterly undone. First your sister 
Nanaki wos born ond then you came, such ns j’Ou are. I had 
hoped that my name would live after me, but you have dis- 
graced it during my lifetime.’ Nanak was silent, then Kiilu 
said again, *1 am worn out and dying, and you say never a 
word.’ 

When he was seventeen years old, the crisis came. 
His father sent him to do a little trade, strictly 
enjoining him to spend the twenty rupees tyith 
which he entrusted him to advantage. Samng, 
‘Father, forgive me this once, and you will see 
what good purchases I shall make,’ Nanak set out. 
But, meeting a company of devotees, he spent all 
the money on them, and, when he returned empty- 
handed, the exasperated Kalu ‘ struck him a blow 
on the left cheek with the right hand and a blow 
on the right cheek with the left so violently that 
Nanak’s cheeks were instantly discoloured.’ 

It became evident to his relatives that he would 
not settle doivn to any regular work in Talwandi ; 
therefore the plan was conceived of sending him to 
Sultanpur, in the district of Jalandhar, -vriiere his 
sister, Nanaki, the wife of JairSm, lived. By thm 
time, however, he himself was married and had 
two sons, Sri Chand and Lakhml Das. Leaving 
his wife and children, he travelled to Sultfinpur, 
where, by the recommendation of his brother-in- 
law, who was employed in the commissariat of 
Nawfib Daulat Khan, he obtained eraplfyment in 
Government service as storekeeper. His wife, 
Sulakhni, daughter of Miila, a Khatri of the same 
profession as ^lu, and residing in Batala, a town 
of the present District of Gurdaspnr, had been 
most unwilling that he should leave her, as is 
told pathetically in the janamsakhi : 
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The people of the house said that it would bo good for him to 
0 : perhaps his mind would become settled there. But his wife 
egan to weep and said, ‘Thou hast not shown thy love very 
much in the past, and now that thou art leaving me perhaps 
thou wilt not come back to me.' ‘Silly one,' said Nanak, 
•what were we doing here, and what shall we do there? I am 
of no use to thee.' She rose and pleaded with him, ‘When 
thou didst sit in the house 1 thought myself queen of the whole 
world, and now I shall not care to live.' Then the Guru was 
touched and said, ‘Do not grieve, every day thou shall be 
queen,' She said, ‘My husband, I shall not remain behind, 
take me with thee.' But the BabU said, ‘ It is of the Lord that 
I go. If I make a livelihood there, I will send for thee. Obey 
my order.' Then she was silent. 

At Sultanpur he devoted himself to his duties, 
and did so well that his faithfulness was every- 
where recognized. Of his earnings he employed a 
part in supporting himself, and the rest lie gave 
away in God’s name. Mardiina, a village-musician 
of the Dum class, professional players, came from 
Talwandi to see him and stayed with him. The 
duties of the day done, Nfinafc would make verses 
and sing them while Mardana played the accom- 
paniment. In the very early morning he bathed 
in the Bein river. This over, he began the labours 
of the day, and we can very well believe the truth 
of the statement that, when, in weighing out 
provisions, he came to the number 13, which in 
Panjabi is tcrd, he would pause and mutter, ‘ Terfi,’ 
which has the meaning also of ‘ Thine,’ i.e. ‘I am 
thine.’ This is quite in accord with the Hindu 
mind and the ascetic manner. 

He seems to have had a peculiar experience in 
Sultanpur. One day, while bathing, he remained 
longer in the water than was usual, and whether 
he had fallen into a state of semi-consciousness 
while he was carried down by the stream, or 
whether he had emerged and become absorbed in 
meditation, is not known, but it is believed that 
he saw a vision in which be was commanded to 
• remain in the name, give alms, perform ablutions, 
worship, and remember’ the Lord. 

From this time we find him accompanying/agtrs, 
except for an interval between two occasions tvhen 
his enemies accused him of squandering the money 
of the Government. On both occasions the balance 
of his accounts proved his thorough honesty, but 
this annoying experience of suffering at the instance 
of detractors determined him to have done with the 
world altogether. Henceforth we know him only 
as the itinerant bard preacher accompanied by his 
musician Mard&na, who plays the rabdb, or rebeh, 
an instrument of the nature of the violin. 

The itinerancy of the Guru is divided into four 
parts. He travelled etist, south, north, and west, 
and at last, returning to the bosom of his family in 
Kartarpur, in the Jalandhar Duab, he passed away 
in Oct. 1638. 

It is not necessary to relate the incidents that 
Guru Nanak’s ardent followers have collated m 
order to give the world a concrete narrative of his 
life subsequent to his retiral from the office of 
storekeeper, for their zeal has so far exceeded their 
common sense that the relation of the incidents 
alleged to have happened would detract from 
Nanak’s reputation for wisdom rather than add to 
it. We prefer, therefore, to lot these incidents 
alone, with the remark that the framing of the 
narrative (barring the miraculous element) and the 
course of the various discourses and discussions on 
religion are quite what one would expect among 
Hindu sadhiis or Muhammadan /agtM. 

3 . Doctrines. — Keviewing Guru Nanak’s distinc- 
tive position, we notice that his life as a preacher 
of righteousness began with the trumpet blast, 
‘ There is no Hindu and no Musalman.’ He went 
on to show that they were both false, and thus 
incurred the odium of both. He fearlessly attacked 
idolatry, and, if he did not rise to a high degree 
of spiritual enlightenment, we can only say that 
Christian truth had not lieen conveyed to him. 


He expressed himself in these selections from the 
Cfranth : 

‘The True One is, O Nanak, and the True One wfll be. 

True is the Lord, of a True Name, His love is infinitely 
inexpressible. 

0 Fhther, how shall 1 write of itt’ 

Nanak had a sense of sin which was wanting in 
the early teachers, and increased tvith the years. 

‘ May on me, the sinner and vicious man, favour be bestowed. 

0 Lord, be merciful to me that Nanak may cross. 

1 am not chaste, nor truthful, nor learned; foolish and 
iimorant am I. 

Nanak says, " I have done mean actions.” 

Save the sinner 1 This is the prayer of Nanak, O my soul 1 

Covetousness is a dog, falsehood is a sweeper, living by 
cheating is carrion, 

To defame another is to touch filth, tale-hearing is fire, 
wrath is an evil spirit. 


I am a sinner. Thou alone art pure. 

As full as the ocean is of water so many are my vices. 

Bestow mercy, have compassion, cause the sinking stones to 
cross. 

The True, the Inapprehensibie, the infinite, Himsdf does aH. 

1 am a sinner ; Thou art the Pardoner.' 

The consequence of sin is not transmigration, 
but punishment in hell; the wicked at last ‘sit 
outside weeping,’ ‘ are marched off and struck in 
the face,’ ‘ tne sinner is beaten,’ ‘ is marched with 
black face to Hell,’ ‘is banished from the presence 
of the Supreme Lord.’ 

The doctrine of the sinfulness of man and the 
danger into which sin has brought him coincides 
very much with what we regard as truth ; and not 
only BO, but in Nanak’s portion of the Granth, 
as well as in the portion written by his Sikhs 
(‘disciples’) and successors, strong emphasis is also 
laid on the doctrine of the necessity for a mediator ; 

‘The Dhanl [white ox on which, according to the Hindus, the 
world rests] is 

Dbarm [duty or religion), the Son of Daya (mercy). 

Thy Name is the Supreme Spirit ; by taking Thy name a 
man is saved from going to Hell. 

Brother, the dangerous ocean of existence terrifies me ; if 
the True Guru be found. He who is friendly to man. Ho 
conveys him across by virtue of the Name of the Lord. 
O Nanak, that ocean is crossed by means of the True 
Name, the King above kings. 

The palace of my Lord is beautiful, adorned with gems. 
His palace of pearls, diamonds and gold, is enchanting. 
Without a ladder how shall I ascend to His castle? 

The Guru is the ladder. 

In the future world no question will be asked of him whose 
companion the Guru, the Creator, is. 

Without a boat there is no road on the sea. 

The Guru is the boat. 

Ik Aunkar. The True Name is the Creatorj the Spirit with- 
out fear, without enmity, a Timeless Being, the Gracious 
Enlightener of Darkness.' 

(The Sikhs themselves derive the word guru from the Sanskrit 
root gri, ‘ to utter,' and they also give it a traditional significa- 
tion, ‘the darkness-enlightener'; we therefore translate the 
lost expression in the opening invocation in the Granth as 
above.) 

‘ If 1 abide within the Name, the Name comes and dwells in 
my heart. Without the Guru there is darkness ; without 
the Word there is no understanding. Death comes not 
where the Infinite Word of the Guru is.' 

Union with God is clothed in the language of 
human love : 

‘I have fallen asleep, my Beloved is awake. She who by the 
True Guru is united to the Lord abides in devotion ; Love, 
O Nanak, is her companion.' 

Finally, what is the attitude of the saint towards 
the world ? 

‘In the house from which thou must at death depart kill 
thyself; 

He that dies by the Word [of the Guru) is dead ; he will not 
die again.' 

It is true that Guru Nanak in a few solitary 
passages calls the world a play of the Creator ; 

‘ The play lasts to-day and to-morrow ' ; 
but he declares also that there is a higher arena 
beyond this passing show of earthly life : 

‘ IVhom thou unitest with Thyself he remains united ; having 
gone he treads the true arena.' 

If he says, as he does, that God is all in all 
(‘Thou alone; Thou alone’), he also says, ‘In the 
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true Lord are all virtues ; in us are all vices.’ If 
he says that ‘ duality sinks the heat’s load,’ he hut 
seems to safeguard the truth of God’s sovereignty, 
and, lest man should presume to ascrihe evil to the 
nature of God, he insists on a virtuous life : 

‘Abandon vices and practise virtues, and thus acquire the 

truth— lest ye repent' ; 

and he pathetically expresses his humility and 
longing when he says : 

‘ 0, my Ijord, who knows Thy quaiities ? My vices cannot be 

numbered.’ 

Guru Nanak was a seeker after God, and, as we 
regard his thoughts concerning God and man and 
the true ffuru who mediates between them, and 
also his thoughts on deliverance from sin and misery 
and the attainment of happiness by union with 
Grod, we have no hesitation in declaring the con- 
viction that, although he used the terms of the 
philosophy of his day to declare the oneness and 
greatness of God, yet the idea of God as a cold 
apathetic abstraction never satisfied him. Although 
it is now the fashion among the Sikhs to regard all 
their gurus as the ‘ true guru ’ (sat gur), yet, when 
pressed, they tell ns that the true guru is God, and 
the true guru of the Granth Sahib is not Nanak, 
but is the Supreme, the gur-dev, the incarnation of 
God, the sinless one, and it cannot fail to strike the 
least observant reader of the Granth that the only 
religion that can satisfy the aspirations of the Sikhs, 
and disclose the identity of the sat gur, and that 
claims to do so, is the Christian. Whether Nanak 
was acquainted with Christian truth is a debated 
question, but, whether he was or not, we must 
allow that, being in some degree conversant with 
the Muhammadan faith, he may have known some- 
thing of the revelation of God in His Word, the 
true teacher, God-incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

JjiTBiUTURB.— E. Trumpp, The Jdi Granth, 1877, published 
by the Government of India; M. A. Macaulifife, The Sikh 
Religion, Oxford, 1909. J. W. YoUNGSON. 

NARAYANA. — I. Origin and meaning of the 
name. — Narayana is an ancient and diraified 
epithet which has been applied to various Hindu 
gods. It is not the name of any distinct Hindu 
divinity. The word is believed to be a patronymic, 
derived from nara, ‘man,’ so that it means ‘son 
of man,’ but it is not known of whom it was 
originally used. 

One of the hymns of the Bigveda,'^ the subject 
of which is the origin of the universe, attributes 
the creatioH to the sacrifice of Purusa by the gods. 
Puru§a is conceived as a gigantic being in human 
form, a primeval man. This poem, which is called 
the Purusa-siikta, has exercised a great influence 
on Hindu thought. It was incorporated in each of 
the other three Vedas ; and the word^urw^a and a 
number of the phrases of the hymn have formed 
part of the theological language of Hinduism ever 
since. It has been conjectured that the name 
NarSyana was coined as an epithet for Punisa; 
and the" derivation of the word fits well into the 
guess. In three passages in the Satapatha Brdh- 
maiia^ Purusa is definitely named Purusa Nara- 
yana, and there is a clear reference in each case to 
the Purusa-sukta. In the Kdtydyana ^rautasutra ^ 
NSrayana occurs as a patronymic of Purusa ; and 
Katyayana’s Sarvanukranuint gives Narayana as 
the name of the author of the Purusa-sukta. 
The Mahdnardyana V^anisad contains a lyrical 
passage * which is reminiscent of the Ptirusa-sukta, 
and uses Narayana as an epithet of Purusa. It is 
noteworthy that all these works belong to the 
Yajurveda. Further, throughout Hindu history 
the word ‘ Narayana’ seems to carry with it some 
association, strong or weak, with the origin of the 

1 X. 90. ' * xn. 111. 4. 1, ini. vL 1. 1, 2. 12. 

3 Xliv. vli. 8fl. See 5 a (2) (b) below. 


world, and frequently also with the hymn which 
celebrates Purusa. Thus far all the evidence 
would lead us to conclude that Narayana was 
coined to be an epithet of the gigantic being who 
is sacrificed in the Purusa-sukta, and that, when 
it is used as a honorific title for some other god, 
the purpose is to identify him with Purusa. 

But, when we turn to the earliest occurrence 
of the word in the literature, we meet a serious 
difficulty. The word first occurs in a litany of 
praise to eleven gods in the Maitrdyant Samhitd^ 
of the Black Yajurveda. In one stanza of this 
litany Purusa is used as a title of Siva, and in 
another Narayana is used as a title of Vi§nu. The 
Black Yajurveda is a much earlier work than the 
Satapatha Brdhmana (the book in which Narayana 
occurs for the first time as an epithet of Purusa), 
and the facts just mentioned make it rather difficult 
to believe that, when it was compiled, Narayana 
was regarded as in any way attached to Purusa. ’ 

It would seem to be more consistent with all the 
evidence to suppose that Narayana was an in- 
dependent conception, the origin of which has 
been lost, and that it was applied now to one now 
to another divine being even in very early times. 
The truth is, evidence does not exist to enable 
us to decide the question of origin. Yet at an 
early date it unquestionably became associated with 
Purusa. 

At a much later date a new derivation was 
suggested for Narayana. In Hindu, as in Greek, 
thought one of the earliest theories was that the 
world had arisen from water. In the Taittiriya 
Samhitd ® of the Black Yajurveda we read : 

•ThiB universe was formerly water, fluid. On it PraJ&patl, 
becoming wind, moved ’ ; 

and the idea is repeated in innumerable passages 
in the later literature. Then, somewhere about 
the beginning of the Christian era, some one 
suggested that it was Narayana who at the creation 
moved on the waters, and suggested also that the 
word was derived from ndrdh (‘the waters are 
called ndrdh, for they are sprung from Nara ’)_and 
ayana (‘moving’).* Henceforward most Hindu 
writers prefer this secondary derivation of the 
word. 

To sum up ; at all periods the name Narayana 
suggests a personal spirit connected with creation. 
It is frequently used so as to recall the Purusa- 
sukta', and in some cases it definitely stands for 
Purusa. The direct origin of the word, viz. nara, 
‘man,’ is given less often than the fanciful ety- 
mology from ndrdh -h ayana, ‘ waters ’ -1- ‘ moving.’ 

2. History of the use of the term_. — The earliest 
and most frequent use of the word is as an epithet 
of Vignu ; but it is also applied to other divinities. 

(1) As a title of Visnu.—(a} The very earliest 
occurrence of the word, as we have already seen, is 
in the Maitrdyani Samhitd.* It occurs in a litany 
in praise of eleven divinities, a litany for which 
the Gdyatri, the most famous of Hindu prayers, 
has served as the model. Each stanza, devoted to 
a single god, copies the rhythm of the Gdyatn, 
and repeats its leading words, while the_ name of 
the god and two of his epithets help to fill up the 
intervening spaces in the lines. We here reproduce 
the stanzas in which Siva and Visnu are praised. 
The italicized words are from the Gdyatri, : 

PurusSya vJdmah© ; MahSdevSya dhimahi l 

Tan no Rudra^i praehodaydt. 

Tat Ke&iv&ya vidmahe ; NMyapSya dhimahi : 

Tan no Vigpul? prachoday&t/ 

• We knovy about Purusa ; let ua think about Mahidera : 

May Rudra atimulato this in us. 

We knovp about Ke&iva ; let us think about Niriyipa: 

Maj’ Visnu stimulate this in us.* 

>n. ix. 1. See5a(l)(aX 3 vn, I. 6. 1 ; Muir, L 52. 

5 See, s.p., Mann, i. S-IO ; Muir, L S5. ix. 1. 
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It seems clear that this litany was a good deal 
nsed in the schools of the Bloch Yajvrveda ; for 
we find an echo of it in a later work belonging to 
that Veda, See helow (c). 

The title Narayana, then, in this its very first 
occurrence, and at this very early date, is given to 
Visnu. 

(6) The title is also given to Visnu several times 
in the earliest part of the Bdmayana ; ^ hut, as 
this poem has oeen seriously interpolated, it is 
difficult to make certain that the lines are original. 

If they are, they show that about 500 B.c. the 
Vaisnavite sect was already accustomed to use 
Narayana as an equivalent of Visnu. 

(c) NarSyana does not appear in the early prose 
Upanisads at aU ; hut it crops up in two passages 
in one of the second group, the verse Upani-sads. 
In one of these it is an epithet of Visnu. In the 
first chapter'^ of the Mahandrdyana Upani^ad, 
which is ritualistic in character, the following 
modification of the verse quoted above from the 
Maitrdyanl Samhitd occurs (words from the G&yatn 
are again italicized) : 

* inirSyapa vidmahe ; VasudevSya dhlmdhi : 

Tan no Vigpu^j procAodayat,* 

•We know akout NSrayapa ; let us think about VSsudeya : 
May Vip^u stimulate this in us.’ 

One of our best scholars® gives the 3rd cent. B.C. 
as the lowest possible chronological limit for this 
Upanisad. The couplet is noticeable also as being 
the earliest passage in which Vfisudeva is used as 
an epithet of Visnu. 

(d) Scholars believe that those parts of the Bdmd- 
yana in which Rama is represented as an incarna- 
tion of half the essence of Vi§nu were composed 
and added to the original epic about the 2nd cent. 
B.C. It is noticeable that, in strict agreement with 
the passage pst quoted from the Mahdndrdyana 
Upanisao, Visnu receives in these additions * both 
Narayana and Vasudeva as titles. 

(c) In the Bhagavad-Gltd, in which for the first 
time the claim is made that Vi§nu is not one of the 
crowd of Hindu diidnities hut tlie mighty All-soul, 
the Brahman of the Upanisads, the word Narayana 
does not appear at all. From this time forward, 
however, all Vaisnavite literature claims that 
Visnu alone is the Supreme, and uses Narayana as 
one of his most honoured epithets. In this sense 
it occurs very frequently in the Mahdbhdrata. 
One section of the epic® is devoted to an exposi- 
tion of the theology of the chief Vaisnavite sect of 
the time, the Bhagavatas. In it Visnu is called 
Narayana and Purusa, and the section is called the 
Ndrdyanlya. So Narayana and Purusa are used 
as titles of Visnu in a late passage interpolated 
into the sixth book of the Edmdyana,^ which may 
belong to the same time. 

Thereafter these names are used as titles of 
Visnu in countless passages in every type of Vais- 
nava literature. 

(/) The late sectarian Upanisads attached to the 
Atharvavcda’’ are in two groups: those which 
represent Visnu ns the All-god and those which 
mve Siva that place. In the former group the 
Mahd Upanisad is perhaps the most important. 
Here Visnu as the All-goa is called NarSyana and 
Purusa. The same is true of the Vaisnavite Purd- 
p/M and the Pdiichardtra Sa7hkitds. 

I|r the chief Vaisnavite sect of S. India, the Sri- 
Vaisnavas, the sectarian mantra runs, Om namak 
Ndrdyandya, ‘ Oih ! reverence to Narayana.’ 
Ramanuja, who belonged to this sect, m his 
famous commentary on the Veddntasutras called 
the ^ri-bhdsya, constantly uses Narayana as an 
1 n. vi. 1, IV. IxvU. 3. 3 Verse 31. 

3 A. B. Keith, in JRAS, 1903, p. 171. 

< RamSparia i. xiv. 4, xii. 2. 

3 In the Mokihadharma Parvar. e Canto 119. 

1 SceP. Deussen.SecArijr l/panuhad's de» Veda, Leipzig, 1897. ! 


equivalent of Visnu, and appeals frequently to the 
Mahd Upanisad and the Subdla Upaiiisad as iruti 
{i.e. revmation) in support of his claim that Vi?nu 
is Brahman.^ 

(2) Other uses. — ^Although the Vaisnavite sect 
had in this way appropriated the old title Narayana 
for their own divinity, and were prepared to hold 
it against aU comers, other Hindus refused to 
acknowledge that it was a necessary appanage of 
Visnu. 

(a) It is used as a title of Brahma, the old god of 
creation, at the beginning of the Laio-book of Manu ® 
and elsewhere. 


(b) In the earliest Upanisads, which are in prose, 
the main stream of the teaching tends to represent 
Brahman, the Supreme, as impersonal ; and it is 
only in occasional phrases that ideas which are con- 
sistent only with a personal theology occur; hut 
in the later Upanisads, which are in verse, there 
is a considerable tendency to interpret Brahman 
as personal. In the majority of these theistic 
passages no divine name except Brahman is used ; 
out in the ^vetdhvatara Upanisad^ the sectarian 
god Rndra is introduced to make the personal 
character of the Supreme more vivid. Then, in 
one of the latest of these verse treatises, the Mahd- 


ndrdyana Upanisad, the name and the concept of 
Purusa are used for the same purpose. The pas- 
sage shows many traces of the Purusa-siihta. The 
word ‘ Purusa ’ is used once, but Narayana is used 
eight times, clearly as an equivalent for Puru§a. 
This striking lyrical passage® has given its name 
to the whole work, the Great Ndrdydna Upanisad. 

(c) As we have seen above (§ z (1) (c)), Narayana 
occurs in another passage of this work as an epithet 
of Visnu. As the Upanisad is a composite work, 
the two sections are probably of distinct origin, so 
that the variant use of the word need cause no 


difficulty. 

(d) Sankaracharya, the great exponent of the 
monistic form of the Vedanta, uses Narayana as 
an equivalent for Brahman, the Supreme God of 
the philosophy. Faced with Vaisnavites who 
claimed that Visnu was Brahman, and Saivites 
who claimed that Siva was Brahman, he declared 


that neither claim was acceptable, since Brahman 
was no sectarian god, but the impersonal Supreme 
behind all phenomena and all gods. He uses 
Narayana as an epithet of Brahman,® and will not 
allow thiat it belongs to Visnu. 

3 . Among the J ains N arayana is the eighth of the 
nine black v asudevas, a group of mythical Tirthan- 
karas said to have lived in the Duhshamasushama 

S eriod.® In the SaddharmaPundanka, a Mahayana 
luddhist work, the body of a bodhisattva is com- 
pared with Narayana’s body.’ Both are clearly 
reflexions from later Vaisnavism. 

4 . In modem India NarSyana is universally re- 
garded as a name of Vi§nu. 

Literature. —This is cited throughout the article. See also 
O. BohUingfc and R. Roth, Sanskrit-WSfrleTlmeh, Petrograd, 
1855-76; and M. Bloomfield, Vedic Concordance, Harvard, 1906. 

J. N. Faequhab. 

NARBADA. — The Narbada, or Nerbudda (Skr. 
Narmada, ‘making happy’), one of the great 
rivers of India, is traditionally regarded as the 
boundary between Hindustan proper and the 
Deccan — the Namnadios of the Periplus (J. W. 
McCrindle, Commerce and Navigation of the 
Erythraan Sea, Calcutta, 1879, p. 116). It rises 
at Amarkantak (g.v.), and, after a westerly course 
of about 800 miles, falls into the Arabian Sea. It 
is specially associated with the cult of ^va, his 
1 SBE xlviii. [1904] 229, 622, 637, etc. 

® i. B-ip; Muir, i. M. 3 iij, 4 ^ j2, 4 xi. 1-12. 

tin his Bhd^ya to the VedantasulTas, SB.B xxxlv.' [18901 
xxxvui. 11896). 

6 Mrs. Sinclair Stevenson, Heart of Jainism, London. 1915 , 
p. £<4. . , 

ISBBxxi. [18S4] 397. 
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symbol (hdna, vana linga), made of white quartz, 
being found in its bed. The river is also known 
as Rewaji, ‘ the flowing lord,’ and bathing in its 
waters is a potent mode of removing tabu or sin 
pollution. The river priests rank its sanctity 
above that of all other rivers. Freedom from sin, 
they say, is gained by bathing for three years in 
the Sarasvati {q.v.), for seven days in the Jumna 
{q.v.), one, day is sufficient for the Ganges {q.v.), 
while the mere sight of the Narbada cleanses the 
sinner. The local prophecy declared that the holi- 
ness of the Ganges would cease in A.D. 1895, while 
that of the Narbada would continue through all 
the ages of the world ; the first part of this predic- 
tion, in the opinion of the Ganges priests, has 
certainly not been fulfilled. It is the desire of 
many an orthodox Hindu that he may die on the 
Narbada’s banks, and the ashes of the dead are 
brought from long distances and consigned to its 
waters. Even the Ganges herself, it is said, comes 
once a year in the form of a hlack cow and bathes 
here. On this day, which is observed as a festival, 
the merit of bathing is double that of both the 
rivers combined. The most noted places of 
pilmmage are Amarkantak, Omkfir MandhatS, 
and Chandod, which, if the Ganges gave way to 
the Narbada, would become the southern Benares. 
Few Hindus would dare to swear falsely, standing 
in the river with a red flower garland round the 
neck, and holding in the right nand some of the 
holy water. Like all sacred rivers, the Narbada 
resents being confined by a bridge, and more than 
once her floods have caused loss of life, which is 
said to have calmed her wrath. 

Literature.— B(? U. [1877] 347ff., vi. [1880] 6, 169 f., vii. [1883] 
663, 669 f.; Central Provinces Gazetteer, 1870, p. 340 ff.; IGI 
xvlii. [1903] 376 ff. W. CROOKE. 


NAS I K. — The town Nasik (said tobe derived from 
Skr. nava-Mkha, ' nine peaks,’ as it is supMsed to be 
built on nine hills), headquarters of the District of 
that name in the Bombay Presidency, is a famous 

E lace of pilgrimage, on the banks of the river 
fodavari [q.v.), about 30 miles from its source; 
lat. 19° 48' N. ; long. 73° 47' E. It is the Nasika 
of Ptolemy (J. \V. McCrindle, Ancient India as 
described by Ptolemy, Calcutta, 1885, p. 156). It 
has been identified with the place visited by the 
Buddhist pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang, and capital of 
King Pulakesin li. 

* Within and without the capital are fire stHpas to mark the 
spots where the four past Buddhas walked and sat. . . . There 
are, besides these, other stCtpas mode of brick or stone, so many 
that it would be difBcuIt to name them all. Not far to the 
south of the city is a saiighArdma [monastery] in which is a stone 
image of Ewan.tsz’-tsai B6dhisattva. Its spiritual powers ex- 
tend (far and tvide), so that many of those who have secretly 
prayed to it have obtained their wishes ’ (S. Beal. Si-gu-H, 
London, 1884, ii. 257 ; £G i. pt. ii. [1896] 354 f. ; cl. V. A. Smith, 
Early Uist. of India^, Oxford, 1914, p. 426). 

The position of the group of Buddhist caves in the 
vicinity, known as Pandu Lena, also points to the 
sanctity of the place in Buddhist times. They are 
situated in an isolated hill about 5 miles S.S.W. 
from the toivn. The caves are seventeen in number, 
and form a small but very interesting CTOup. The 
great Chaitya cave is not so remarkable as others 
of the same series. 

‘ But there are two Viharas, which ore very far in advance of 
any yet met with, and display in their fafades a richness of 
decoration quite unlike the modest exteriors of those excavated 
before the Christian era. Notwithstanding this they ali, except 
Nos. ii. and xvii., belong to the Hinayana or first great division 
of Buddhist caves, being devoid of images, or any representa- 
tions of Buddha as an object of worship, or in fact of any of 
those characteristics which marked the introduction of the 
MahSyfina theosophy ' (Fergusson and Burgess, Cave Temples of 
India, p. 266). 

The Chait 3 ’’a cave contains an inscription of Krsnu- 
rSja, second king of the Andhra dynasty, Avhicli 
arose after the death of Asoka (c. 220 B.C. ; Smith, 
p. 206) The series extends from this period down to 


about A.D. 600. The place appears in Hindu tradi. 
tion in connexion with the stoiy of Rama, who is 
said to have spent part of his exUe at Pahchavati, a 
suburb north of the Godavari river, and many places 
in the neighbourhood are associated with his adven- 
tures. About the 11th or 12th cent. A.D. Jainism 
seems to have prevafled here, and devotees of that 
faith _ excavated the Chambhar caves and made 
additions to the Pandu Lena group. But, though 
it is a place of great sanctity, the Benares of w. 
India, as it has been called, the existing Hindu 
temples, most of which were built in the period of 
Maratha rule, are not of much importance or 
dignity. That of Some^vara, a form of Siva, at- 
tracts numerous pilgrims, and one group of build- 
ings is the work of the famous princess of Indor, 
Ahalya Bai (A.D. 1750-1818), one of the great 
temple-builders of modem times. Other note- 
worthy shrines are those of Rama, knoivn as Gora, 
‘ white,’ to distinguish it from the Kalfi, or ‘ black ’ 
Rama of Panchavati ; a large temple dedicated to 
Balaji, or the infant Kr§na ; that of Siva as TU- 
bhande^var, so called because the linga is believed 
to grow yearly to the length of a grain of sesamum 
(til) ; that of Vithoba, associated with Radha and 
Rukmini; that of Siva Kapale^vara, the ‘skull- 
wearer’; and that of K&la Ram or Sri Ramjl, one 
of the finest modem temples in W. India. Sakta- 
worship is represented by the shrine of Bhadrs 
Kali. In the bed of the Godavari are numerous 


sacred bathing-places {tirtha)nn6.hQ\ypools(kunda). 
The holiest of all is known as Ramakunda, ‘ the 
pool of Rama,’ which is renowned for its purifymg 
properties. As, for the people of N. India, a 
father’s funeral rites are best performed at GayS 
(q.v ), so those of a mother are never so perfect as 
when solemnized at Rama’s pool in the Godavari. 
Crowds of pilgrims are constantly arriving at the 
place from all parts of W. India, Berar, theNizam’s 
Dominions, the Central Provinces, and at the 
greater feasts from even more distant places. 
Their names are carefully recorded by the local 
priests, known as ksetra upadhydya, ' teachers of 
the holy land.’ The circuit of the temples and 
holy places occupies three days. It also attracts 
crowds of religious devotees, who in former 
times caused much trouble to the authorities by 
their turbulence. There is little evidence of IslSm, 
except a Jami Masjid, or cathedral mosque, partly 
built from the ruins of Hindu temples. 


Literature. — For the Buddhist caves see J. Fergossou and 
J. Burgess, The Cave Temples of India, London, 1880, p. 263 II. 
The place is described in BO xvi. [1883] 641 ff.; IGI xvili. [1908] 
410 fi. W, Ceooke. 


NASIR IBN KHUSRAU.— Aba Mu’in al-din 
Na?ir ibn Khusrau (in Persian, Na§ir-i Khusran) 
was bom in A.D. 1004 at Qubadiyan, a toivn lying 
north-east of Balkh in the district of the upper 
Oxus. The first forty years of his life are practi- 
cally a blank as regards biographical information, 
but it is clear that they were not wasted. Not 
only did he master the literary, scientific, and 
philosophical learning of the age in all_ its various 
branches, devoting particular attention to the 
study of religions, but he also thought deeply on 
the great questions which his ardent search after 
truth impelled him to attempt to solve. For a 
long time he could find no sure ground for belief, 
and he seems to have consoled himself by indulg- 
ing in the pleasures of wine. When he was forty- 
two, he had a dream in consequence of which 
he determined to make the pilgrimage to Jlec^ 
Having resigned his post — a secretaryship under 
the Seljuq government — he set out for Mecta, 
where he accomplished the immediate object of his 
journey, and then travelled by land to Egypt, 
arriving in Cairo in August, A.D. 1047. Here he 
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they made holes with their hands or ■with sticks 
and deposited the seeds in them. The ■work was 
done in common, the field of each man being taken 
in order. A nnmber of dishes were made out of 
com, one half drink and half food like the sofki 
of the Creek Indians, another of dry powdered 
com which could he carried long distances without 
spoiling and in compact form. It ■was therefore 
usually taken by w’ar parties and on distant hunts. 
The fruit or seeds of a certain kind of cane, hear- 
ing at irregular intervals, and that of t^wo kinds 
of OTains, one growing ■wild, the other being 
slightly cultivated, ■were also used. Marsh potatoes 
were used in seasons of want. Beans and pumpkins 
were among their cultivated plants. The principal 
native frait ■was the persimmon, out of which a 
kind of bread, often spoken of by early travellers, 
was made. Peaches, figs, and water-melons were 
early introduced by the Whites. Walnuts and 
chestnuts ■were eaten to some extent, and probably, 
like other tribes of the southern United States, 
the Natchez expressed oil from hickory nuts and 
acorns, although notices of such usage seem to be 
wanting from the pages of our authorities. Salt 
was obtained from the salt licks in N. Louisiana. 
Tobacco was cultivated and was of great cere- 
monial importance. When they smoked, they 
usually mixed it with dried sumac leaves in about 
equal proportions. 

4. Social customs. — It may be inferred from the 
information furnished by du Pratz that, when a 
woman was confined, she was forced to leave the 
honse and give birth to her child in a small hut 
apart from other houses. The child was not put 
on its feet until it was more than a year old, and 
it was usually allowed to suckle as long as it chose. 
Training after the first few years of life was largely 
in the hands of certain old men, who were probably 
the oldest male members of the mother’s clan or 
family. The work of the men was war, the ball- 
game, hunting, the performance of ceremonials, 
the cutting of firewood, fishing, cultivating the 
communal cornfields, at least part of the dressing 
of skins, felling trees, making bows and arrows, 
mattocks, and paddles, building houses, and taking 
care of the trib.al lore and legends. The women 
carried in the wood which had been out, brought 
in the game and cooked it, had entire charge of 
the house, made pots, baskets, garments of skin, 
mulberry-bark, and feathers, spun the bison and 
opossum hair, and made mats and numerous other 
things. Chastity before marriage was not valued, 
and, indeed, the reverse is said to have been incul- 
cated, but after marriage strict fidelity was de- 
manded of the ■wife. We do not hear of severe 
punishment being inflicted on adulterera such as 
was usual among the Creeks ; divorce is said to 
have been extremely rare. 

"When a man died, his relatives came to mourn 
over him for an entire day. Then they arrayed 
him in his finest garments, painted his face, and 
ornamented him with feathers. Afterwards they 
laid him in a grave in the earth, placing by his side 
his arms, a kettle, and some provisions. _ For a 
month his relatives went to the grave morning and 
evening and wailed there, each mentioning the 
relationship which existed between himself and 
the dead man. The nearest relatives continued 
this for three or four months, and during the same 
period they had their hair cut or singed off, ab- 
stained from painting the body, and absented 
themselves from all festivities. The funeral rites 
observed on the death of a member of the ruling 
Sun caste were very elaborate and imposing (see 
below, § 7). 

5. Games. — In ancient times the most popular 
game among them was one called by early travellers 
the ‘ chunky ’ game. 


Two or more players participated. Each was provided with 
a polo 16 or 16 ft. long and shaped like a letter F. One of them 
then took a stone oyiinder or roller about 3 ins. in diameter 
by an inch in thickness, which he roiled along on the ground, 
and at the same time he and the other players threw their sticks 
in the same direction, the object being to sea whose stick lay 
nearest when the roller, or ‘ chunky * stone, came to rest. The 
* chunky ’ game was the great gambling game, and while it was 
in progress quantities of property changed hands. 

On festive, or rather ceremonial, occasions they 
played a game similar to lacrosse, Imt it was nearer 
the form of that game in vogue among the southern 
Indians generally, viz. the game in which two ball 
sticks were used. The women played a game with 
three pieces of cane which were treated like dice, 
the canes being allowed to fall on the ground and 
an account kept of those which fell convex side up. 
The children amused themselves by knocking to 
and fro a ball made of Spanish moss. 

6. War. — War was an institution and was waged 
largely for social advancement. W ar parties varied 
in number from two or three to several hundreds, 
and participation in war expeditions was entirely 
voluntary. A war leader invited volunteers by 
setting up two red poles ornamented with red 
feathers and reddened arrows and tomahawks. 
Wlien a sufficient number of warriors had presented 
themselves, a drink was brewed from the Ilex 
cassine, the ' black drink ’ of the traders, imbibed 
in quantities, and again ejected, though du Pratz 
says that this was preceded by a symbolic feast 
in which dog meat occupied a conspicuous place. 
After a speech by an old man and certain other 
ceremonies, the party marched off into the woods 
in single fide. Some young men acted as scouts, 
but sentinels were not ordinarily set at night. A 
shaman accompanied each party, or at least each 
party of any consequence, and a war bundle was 
taken along and hung in their midst every night 
from a red pole pointing towards the land of the 
enemy. They attacked by stealth, killing the 
adult men and carrying oS" the women and children. 
Adult males were also captured, if possible, and 
reserved for torture by fire in a square frame made 
of poles, but not at a stake. If a Natchez woman 
who had lost her husband took a fancy to one of 
these devoted captives, however, she could claim 
him in the place of her former spouse. After strik- 
ing a blow the Natchez warriors scattered about 
the place small tablets of wood marked with de- 
signs indicating their tribe, their war leader, and 
some other facts. The scalps of those who had 
been killed were carried home and preserved along 
with the scalps tom from those taken alive and 
devoted to death. Each war party was accom- 
panied by a herdacJie, a man who dressed and 
acted like a woman. This individual cooked their 
meals for them, and performed other such duties 
about the camp. Sometimes, when war threaten^ 
with a very powerful tribe, the entire nation con- 
structed, or resorted to, a stockade made of tmnka 
of trees standing upright, interwoven ■\rith cross- 
pieces or reinforced by other posts between the first 
uprights, and halving towers at intervals, besides 
two to protect the gateway made by the overlap- 
ping of the sides of the fort. 

Peace-making was a formal ceremony, in which 
a pipe-stem ornamented with white feathers and 
provided at one end wth a stone pipe played an 
important part. This stem was called a ‘ calumet ’ 
by the French, who were familiar ■with its use. 
The war calumet, hung up by a war leader when 
preparing for an expedition, ■was provided with red 
feathers from the flamingo. Treaties of peace 
sometimes resulted in alliances between small 
tribes much reduced in war and some large tribe 
whose effective force was thereby considerably 
increased. 

7. The Sun family system. — When first clearly 
revealed to us the Natchez tribe consisted of nine 
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precipitated by the high-banded, overbearl^ conduct of the 
IVench governor of the poet, F. Chopart. The uprising took 
place on 28th Nov. 1729, the post was completely destroyed, and 
about 260 Frenchmen killed. The next year the Natchez were 
attacked by the French and Choctaw, who recovered moat of 
the captives, but did very little damage besides. Early in 1731 
Governor Perrier of Louisiana attacked the Natchez again in a 
new fort which they had built on Black Biver to the west of the 
Mississippi, and induced about 400 to surrender, whom he sold 
as slaves in Santo Domingo. A bloody guerrilla war followed, in 
which one notable success was won bj- St. Denis, commander of 
the post of Natchitoches, though it was otherwise rather 
disastrous for the French. In a few years, however, the 
Natchez retired to the Chickasaw and Cherokee, and still later 
those among the Chickasaw went over to the Creeks, where 
they constituted a separate town for many years. The bands 
among both Creeks and Cherokee retained their identity and 
their language until after the southern Indians had been 
removed to the west of the Mississippi. Even there a nucleus 
remained for a long time, but to-day the Natchez among the 
Creeks have been absorbed entirely by the larger tribe. Practi- 
cally the same fate has befallen those who had cast In their 
fortunes with the Cherokee, but fortunately three or four still 
have sufficient command of their language for purposes of 
record. 

2. Mode of life. — In physical type the Natchez 
differed little apparently from the other southern 
Indians, thougn in their personal habits and 
general bearing they were — if we may trust early 
writers — at a decided advantage. 

The only article of male attire never dispensed 
■with was the hreech-elout, made of a dressed deer- 
skin passed between the legs and tucked under a 
belt at either end. In colder iveather or on dress 
occasions they added a shirt made of two dressed 
deer-skins, moccasins, and leggings, the last ex- 
tending from the thighs, where they were fastened 
to the belt with thongs, to the moccasins, under 
the upper edges of which they were inserted. 
They were held in below the knee by means of 
arters of bison hair usually ornamented ivith 
eads or porcupine quills. Over all in the most 
severe weather was throivn a bison skin, dressed 
with the hair on and the hair side turned inwards. 
The summer dress of the women was a skirt which 
extended from the waist to the knees. This was 
originally of deer-hide, of a native fabric woven 
from the inner bark of the mulberry, or of feathers 
Woven into a netting of bass-bark, an old fish net, 
or some similar article. In colder weather a kind 
of mantle of the same material ivas added, which 
passed over the left shoulder and under the right 
arm. Boys wore no clothing at all until they were 
twelve or thirteen. Girls went naked until eight 
or ten, when they assumed a garment made of a 
fringe of mulberry threads fastened to a cord about 
the waist and extending to the ankles. After 
contact with the Whites they first made their 
garments in the old way but out of European 
goods, and later adopted European clothing with- 
out essential modification. The hair of the head 
was cut or burned off above all the way round the 
crouTi, only a single tress being left, which hung 
over the left ear, and a few hairs for the attach- 
ment of feathers. The women allowed their hair 
to grow long and gathered it up in a netting of 
mulberry threads into a kind of queue behind with 
tassels at the end. Both sexes pulled out the hair 
on all other parts of their bodies. Both also wore 
necklaces of beads and pearls. The men wore 
feathers on their heads, deer-hone bracelets round 
their wrists, and iron, brass, or copper ivire in 
their ears, besides using fans of turkey feathers on 
dress occasions. Spike-shaped ornaments of shell 
were worn in their ears by the women, and the 
men suspended shell plates about their necks. Bed 
paint, made by burning ochre, Avas liberally 
employed by botli sexes, and also blue, black, and 
white paints. These paintings Avere probably in 
part ceremonial and social as Avell as ornamental. 
The Avomen blackened their teetli Avith tobacco and 
wood ashes. Men and Avomen had their faces 
tatued, and the Avomen of the upper classes Avere 


also tatued upon the body, but body tatning was 
indulged in most extensively by the warriors, the 
designs in their case representing noted feats 
accomplished by them. They were in both black 
and red. The foreheads of infants were artificially 
compressed in the cradle. 

The houses were either square or round, made of 
a frameAVork of hickory poles, interlaced Avith canes 
which formed a backing for mud Ai’alls. Over the 
latter Avere hung cane mats, then roAvs of grass in 
bundles overlapping, and over all other mats. 
Around the w’alls inside Avere platform beds raised 
on stakes and covered Avith cane mats and bison 
skins. They also had very low chairs or seats out 
out of one piece of wood. Mats and baskets of all 
shapes and sizes, including large carrying baskets, 
sifters, AA’innoAvers, etc., for reducing com to med, 
were made out of cane, or rather out of its outer 
skin. Some were double-Avoven, and they had 
very good red, yelloAV, and black dyes Avith which 
excellent designs were Avorked, though feAV speci- 
mens have survived to the present time. Earthen 
vessels of as diverse kinds were also made, prob- 
ably by the coil method, but they Avere not so suc- 
cessful in this art as in basketry. The Aveaving of 
mulberry-hark thread has been alluded to and also 
feather Avork and Avork with bison hair. Certain 
nettles, opossum hair, and other substitutes Avere 
resorted to. Skins were fastened in frames, the 
hair Avas removed, and then they Avere softened and 
Avhitened by rubbing Avith a flint and Avith deer 
brains. Permanence was given to the acquired 
softness by smoking them over fires of bison dung, 
rotted Avood, and ears of com. Many of these 
skins were beautifully painted in a variety of 
colours, and they Avere also ornamented Avith 
porcupine quills. Some of their knives were prob- 
ably of flint, but the commonest kind Avas pade 
by splitting a very hard cane into four pieces. 
Axes Avere of deep grey stones of fine grain. With 
these, in conjunction with fire, they felled trees, 
and shaped them into canoes, mortars for pounding 
corn, and other necessaries. Bafts made of canes 
served as temporary ferries. 

3. Hunting and agriculture. — The principal 
animals hunted were the bear, deer, and bimn. 
The first-mentioned Avas generally sought out in a 
holloAv tree, driven from it by means of fire, and 
then shot. Although his flesh was eaten to some 
extent, he was particularly sought on account of 
his fat, Avhich Avas melted and poured into skin 
bags made out of the skins of deer taken off Avhole, 
Deer Avere usually stalked by single hunters, who 
provided themselves Avith stuffed deer heads, and 
are said to have imitated the actions of this animal 
very cleverly. Sometimes a hundred Indians 
Avould go together and secure the deer alive by 
means of a surround. In historic times bison Avere 
not found very near the Natchez countir, but the 
Natchez periodically visited regions Avhere they 
Avere plentiful. Usually they attacked them by 
stealth and in small parties. Turkeys Avere hunted 
Avith dogs. Fish Avere shot Avith arroAvs, lanced, 
or caught Avith hook and line. Certain kinds were 
caught in bass nets as they ascended the Missis- 
sippi. Part of the meat which they secured avm 
kept for a certain time by smoking on a scaffold 
over the fire. The dog Avas the only domestic 
animal, and they were exceedingly fond of it, bnt 
it Avas of little practical use. 

Meat Avas of far less economic importance to the 
Natchez than com ; of this they seem to have had 
ECA-eral varieties, most conspicuous being the ‘li™® 
corn,’ a kind of popcorn, and the flour com. Their 
sole agricultural implement was a bent hickory 
stick, or the shoulder-blade of a bison set in a 
Avooden handle. With these primitive mattocM 
they cleared and weeded their fields, after which 
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is every reason to believe that it was here that the 
stone statue was preserved into which the Natchez 
culture-hero had had himself transformed. Thus it 
was only natural that the temple should be treated 
with much the same obeisances and cries as were 
bestowed upon the Suns. This was done by each 
person who passed it. The firstfruits of the year 
were brought to it, and likewise the seed before it 
was planted. Presents made to the nation were 
offered here, displayed by the guardians of the 
temple to the spirits, and then carried to the Great 
Chief and by him distributed to the nation. 

Besides the offerings to the temple, sacrifices of 
small bits of food were made to the four cardinal 
points by every Natchez before he would eat. On 
certain days they painted their faces black and 
fasted, and fasting was one of the ways by which 
a man became a shaman, and brought on rain, or 
accomplished other supernatural feats. 

9. A theocratic State. — ^The Natchez State was 
thus to all intents and purposes a theocracy. The 
sun or a being associated with the sun was the 
supreme deity. From it had come the culture- 
hero who had established the Natchez organization. 
Of immortal nature, this culture-hero had not 
actually died, but had transformed himself into a 
stone statue, and was still present with his people 
in that form in the innermost recess of the temple. 
Near him, symbolic of his solar character, burned 
a perpetual fire, the fire below representing that 
which burned eternally above. And, finally, the 
Natchez State was stUl in the hands of and under 
the direction of the descendants of this founder, 
and they, being of divine origin, received homage 
almost like that of the deity himself. 

10. Shamanism. — Control over the weather was 
supposed to be in the possession of certain old men 
who attempted to affect it by sympathetic magic. 
Those who claimed to be able to drive away the 
clouds were distinct from those who professed that 
they could cause rain, and both again were in most 
cases distinct from the real doctors, or medicine- 
men. The latter sometimes prescribed medicines, 
many of which were also known to the laity, but 
more often they grappled with the disease by 
means of fasting, dancing and singing about the 
sick man, smoking constantly, and making various 
contortions of the body. The missionary Le Petit 
says : 

‘They have a little basket in which they keep what they call 
their spirits ; this is to say, small roots ol different kinds, heads 
of owls, small parcels ol hair ol fallow deer, some teeth of 
animals, some small stones or pebbles, and other similar triflea.’ 
Like shamans among all the other southern tribes, 
they sometimes made cuts over the affected parts 
with a flint and pretended to suck out the disease, 
which then presented itself to the beholders as a 
piece of wood, a straw, a piece of leather, and the 
like. 

11. Mythology. — ^Little of theancient mythology 
of the Natchez is preserved, but we are told that 
they had a flood myth according to which all man- 
kind were once destroyed by water except a very 
few Avho saved themselves by fleeing to the top of a 
mountain. All their fire had been extinguished, 
therefore the cardinal bird went to heaven and 
brought some new fire from there. 

12. Eschatology. — Those Natchez who had lived 
well and in accordance ufith the tribal regulations 
looked forward to life after death in a beautiful 
country well stocked with game, while those who 
had not done so were supposed to be proportionally 
miserable. According to one writer, they believed 
in metempsychosis, but perhaps his statement was 
a result 01 the misunderstanding of some totemic 
idea. 

LiTERATmis. — L. N. Bandry de Loztires, Vopops d la 
Louisiane et sur le eontitient de rAmerigue septentrionale/ait 
dans les annies 179i d 1793, Paris, 1802 ; N. Bossu, Travels 
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John E. Swanton. 

NATIONALITY. — Nationality is that quality 
or complex of qualities in a group of persons which 
combines them in a nation. The persons thus com- 
bined may have the quality in ditterent degrees. 
This is shown by the ease with which some, as 
compared with others, are detached from the 
national group by the operation of other motives, 
such as self-interest, common human friendliness, 
and countervailing attachments of various sorts. 
This tenacity of the quality as motive may also be 
distinguished from its liveliness as idea and its 
fervour as sentiment, and these two, inoreover, 
from one another. Ideality and emotionality mark, 
and indeed constitute, the self-conscious stage of 
the development of nationality. The quality of 
tenacity is grounded rather in the strong personal 
instincts of attachment and affinity out of which 
all consciousness of unity between persons grows. 
Nationality is a fact long before there is any talk 
of national ideals or national sentiment. But, ■with 
the development of the society and the persons con 
cerned in it, this consciousness of unity in the 
group emerges, as part of growing self-conscious- 
ness in the individuals. There dawns the concep- 
tion of a national self, whose interests more or less 
are identified with those of the individual self, and 
more or less ought to be set above them. This 
national self thus appears from the first as a double 
object of affection — loved as we love ourselves 
naturally, and to be loved even more fervently as 
a matter of duty morally. Thus national senti- 
ment grips human nature by both hands. By the 
left hand it allies itself to self-interest, personal 
pride, and all the egoistic train, rejoicing the poor 
man fay the common wealth, exalting the mean 
man by contemplation of the national glory. By 
the right hand it swings to higher levels the 
individual will — to the levels of disinterested 
affection, self-devotion, cheerful acceptance of 
social duty as the chief aim of individual life. The 
sense of nationality differs from person to person, 
not only in the degree of its tenacity, its ideality, 
and its emotional fervour, but even more, and more 
importantly, in respect of the relative strength of 
the selfish and the moral impulses in it. 

These distinctions do not, however, exhaust its 
variety ; nor do they sufficiently explain the hose 
of occasions -w’hen it is with fair reason either 
praised or blamed. Every complex sentiment— ^r, 
to speak more precisely, every psychosis involTung 
ideas, instincts, and sentiments — has as many 
variants as there are possible combinations of its 
factors in all their varieties and degrees. Variety 
especially attends the out-put of ideas and their 
preservation in the development of the psychosis. 
As the experiences of different national groups, 
and of difl'ereut persons in each group, differ, so 
the type of nationality in the group, and the par- 
ticular manifestation of it in the person, will differ 
correspondingly. 
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towns, two of which had been adopted in the 
manner just indicated. The remarkable thing 
about their social organization w-as the power 
exercised by a certain family called Suns. This 
family does not seem to have been large, one early 
writer stating that there were eleven, another that 
there were seventeen Suns, but perhaps they re- 
ferred only to adult males. This family might be 
called a caste, except that, unlike castes as we 
know them elsewhere, marriage between the Suns 
and the common people, instead of being prohibited, 
was obligatory. The family was perpetuated in 
the female line, the children of female Suns always 
being Suns. The royal blood had sufficient power 
in the male line, however, to preserve a distinction 
between the children and grandchildren of Suns 
and the common people, two different grades of 
nobility having been created for these children 
and grandchildren. The exogamous nature of 
this Sun clan suggests that it rvas really a 
clan similar to those found among so many 
primitive peoples, but the French writers upon 
whom we are dependent mention no other clans 
as existing in their time, although the late 
descendants of the Natchez had them. Another 
reason for exogamy may be found in the fact that 
the -wives and husbands of Suns, when these died, 
were strangled to accompany them into the future 
state of existence, while a Sun could on no account 
be put to death. From among these Suns the 
Great Sun, or head civil chief, and the Great War 
Leader were dra-wn. These men were treated with 
great respect even by other members of the Sun 
family, and by the common people they were 
approached with the most abject servility. They 
had a right to the property and labour of their 
subjects, could have as many wives as they chose, 
and add to or reduce the number at will. Their 
authority even seems to have extended to the 
power of life and death over their subjects, but it 
probably made a great difference who the individual 
happened to be. This paternalistic system seems 
to nave been reflected also in tlie various households 
of the Natchez tribe, in which the oldest uncle had 
very great authority. Nevertheless the head chief 
was assisted by a council of old men who had con- 
siderable influence, and in the course of Natchez 
history we find the authority of certain village 
chiefs endangering that of the real national head. 
There were evidently many official positions of 
lesser consequence Avhich -we may surmise to have 
been filled by the other members of the Sun family, 
and by the two grades of nobles already mentioned. 
It is important to observe, however, that the last 
two grades were attainable not merely by birth but 
by individual prowess or virtue, thus furnishing 
the necessary medium for the utilization of such 
talent as strayed into plebeian frames. Such 
promotion -vvas also bestowed upon parents who 
strangled a child to accompany one of the Suns 
to the world of spirits, and upon all those who 
assisted in strangling the adult victims sacrificed 
at that time. 

The mortuary rites of a Sun, especially of one of 
the chiefs of the nation, were elaborate, impressive, 
and gruesome. 

Thus on the death of the Tatued-serpent, the Great War OhieJ 
of the Natchez, in the year 1725, those in the house uttered loud 
cries, -which were immediately taken up and re-echoed through- 
out the village, while guns were discharged to inform all the 
other -villages in succession of the sad event. At a signal from 
the Great Sun water was dashed upon the fire in the house, and 
an officer, going outside, uttered a howl, which was repeated 
everywhere as a sign that all the fires were to be extinguished 
in the same manner. This was done, however, because the 
Great Sun had decided to die also, and he was persuaded by the 
Frenchmen present to abandon this resolution. Meanwhile the 
body of the deceased had been dressed in his finest clothing, 
and surrounded by his various war honours. Food was offers 
him at intervals. The -wives of the deceased and all the others 
who were to accompany him into the spirit-world rehearsed 


their parts twice a day until the date fixed lor the funeral. 
When tliat day arrived, the body of the Tatued-serpent was 
carried outside on a litter, home round the house several times, 
and then carried in spirals towards the temple. When this rvaa 
reached, the victims, who had followed, placed themselves on 
mats and were immediately strangled to death with cords 
passed about their necks, the ends being held by one person at 
each side. The body of the Tatued-serpent was buried inside 
the temple, his nearest relatives with him or just outside, and 
those belonging to different villages in the temples there. 

8. Religious ideas and practices. — The common 
religious ideas were like those current among 
American peoples, and indeed among primitive 
peoples, genermly, such as have been denominated 
under the general term ‘ animism ’ but might per- 
haps equally well have been called ‘ anthropomor- 
phism.’^ Nevertheless, among the Natchez, a pecu- 
liar cult had evolved in harmony with the unique 
social organization of the tribe. Naturally a great 
deal of this has been lost and much distorted by the 
chroniclers upon whom we have to depend, but the 
main outlines are plainly discernible. Above all 
other deities was one who was particularly present 
through the sun. According to du Pratz, the 
native name of this being was Coyocop-chill [Koyo- 
hop shihl), ‘ the CTeat spirit,’ and under him were 
a multitude of lesser spirits known as Coyocop- 
t6chou {koyokop teshu), ‘servant spirits.’ The 
name ‘great spirit’ at once suggests a possibility 
of European influence in this conception, but, 
whether the name was truly aboriginal or not, the 
conception squares so perfectly with the Natchez 
social organization that there is little doubt that 
it is in the main genuine. The founder of the Sun 
family, according to native myth, had himself come 
from the sun witn his wife, and had, like culture- 
heroes eveiywhere, brought civil order out of chaos 
and established the rites and usages of the Natchez 
nation as they were to be ever after. He also 
established the temple, and laid down regulations 
for its maintenance. From him were descended the 
family of the Suns, and hence it was that they 
enjoyed the privileges of the denii-gods which in 
theory they indeed were. This information is 
given us by du Pratz, but a letter of the rnissionaiy 
St. Cosme makes a most important addition to it. 
He writes : 

‘ The chiefs were regarded as spirits descended from a kind of 
idol which tliey have in their temple and for which they have a 
great respect. It is a stone statue inclosed in a wooden box. 
They say that this is not properly the greatspirit, but one of his 
relatives whom he formerly sent into this place to be the master 
of the earth ; but this chief became so terrible that he mode 
men die merely by his look ; that in order to prevent it ha had 
a cabin made f or himself into which he entered and had himself 
changed into a stone statue for fear that his flesh would be 
corrupted in the earth.’ 

The temple was an oblong or square building in 
the head village of the Natchez, separated from 
the cabin of the Great Sun by an open plaza. 
The dimensions are given by Charlevoix as 40 by 
20 ft., and by du Pratz as 30 ft. each way. The 
doorway faced east and upon the plaza,_ and on the 
roof were three wooden birds looking in the same 
direction. The southern third of the building was 
cut off from the rest by an inside partition and 
evidently contained the most sacred objects con- 
nected with Natchez worship. In the middle 
of the larger room burned a perpetual fire, which 
the guardians of the temple kept alive, on pain 
of death, by pushing three hickory logs progress- 
ively inwards as they were consumed. The fire 
smouldered rather than burned. Directly beliind 
this fire was a raised platform about 4 ft. high, 
upon which the baskets carrying the bones of some 
of the Suns were laid. Elsewhere -were other 
baskets used for the same purpose, and in addition 
there are said to have been baskets containing 
certain ‘ idols ’ or fetishes. A few carvings are 
noted by some travellers, among them one of a 
rattle-snake. In the inner sanctuary du Pratz 
could make out only two carved planli, hut there 
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histo:^ of the nations. In the development of 
this ideal consists the second part of the higher 
patriotism — that part, indeed, nmich more particu- 
larly marks it as patriotism rather than as pure 
hurnanitarianism. Under this lead the public 
spirit of the good citizen — ^his nationality — makes 
efforts and sacrifices for a double end : (1) to pro- 
mote the 'vvelfare and virtue of his State by reform 
of institutions and development of persons ■within 
its borders, and (2) to promote the develcmment 
of the higher nationality by using his influence 
to make his State internationally beneficent as 
occasion occurs. 

The latter, it should be noted, is an object 
for the achievement of •which a ■vigilant intelli- 
gence is as necessary as a ■vigorous good-wiU. 
Otherwise evil is apt to he done under the pretext 
of good — a thing ■which other nations call hypo- 
crisy ; it is not the same as individual hypocrisy, 
since the men who achieve the e^dl are not gener- 
ally the same as those who proclaim the good as 
the national aim. At this stage of prosperous 
national existence, indeed, when international 
beneficence emerges more distinctly as an end, a 
mingling of humility ■with sharp self-criticism is 
needed to keep patriotic ■virtue pure. In dealings 
with other nations, the haughtiness of professed 
virtue without sympathy is, of course, the most 
hateful of national -vices. And this leads reflexion 
to the core of the matter of international morality. 
Good-fellowship between nations, as between per- 
sons, depends only in part on the intention to act 
beneficently. S3rmpathy and respect for others 
are of its prime essence. The strong nation 
intending beneficence, as well as good faith and 
honour, fails to achieve and perhaps finally ceases 
to desire that end, if it be deficient in national 
fellow-feeling. 

There is no room for doubt that distinction of 
nationality is a present political fact of weighty 
significance to be reckoned with in problems of 
human intercourse. It is a first duty of the politi- 
cal philosopher, and of the politician as such, to 
understand this strong motive force in nations. 
Nor is it less the business of the moralist and 
teacher to understand its action in the development 
of personal character, the uses, and more especially 
the abuses, to which it can be put, according to the 
ideals under which it is stimulated. A prior ques- 
tion, however, may be raised, as to the ultimate 
reasonableness of the national sense and its mor- 
ality in relation to the ideal of universal human 
brotherhood. Admitting that national sense is a 
reality to be reckoned ■with in politics and utilized 
in ethics, it may stiU be urged that it ought to be 
transcended as ci-vilization progresses, and that 
the higher forces of reason and humanity ought to 
be enlisted against its further development. 

The consideration of this point requires a care- 
ful analysis of the ideal which the national sense 
subserves. “What is it in the commonwealth of 
the world that the nationality of nations makes 
for ! This, whatever it may be, is the ultimate 
ideal of nationality, though between the national 
ideas of different nations distinctions appear, 
according to the development of the ideal in them 
and according to the idiosyncrasies of race and 
circumstance which colour its application. These 
idiosyncrasies pertain in truth to tne national type, 
and so are to be viewed as associated -with rather 
than as qualifying the national ideal. 

Human society originates in a multiplicity of 
communities. , Each community is a group of 
persons united by ties of blood, traditions of 
common interest, habits of common action, a 
common language, and, most of all, mutual in- 
telligibility. The members of such a group in- 
stinctively hang together, connected by a many- 
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stranded bond of affections and affinities. The alien 
appears to them as alien because his interests and 
habits seem to be different, so that, even apart 
from difference of language, they feel incapable 
of imagining what he thmks or would be at. 
Hence we have the primitive suspicion and the 
civilized distaste for the typical alien as unintelli- 
gible. The persons most free from this bias are 
those of penetrating sympathetic insight; and, 
when this fraternizing tendency marks the racial 
type, aliens are easily absorbed into the group. 
Errant members, on the other hand, lend them- 
selves to absorption elsewhere in so far as they 
are apt to make themselves intelligible in the 
universal human sense. For common human 
nature is in fact much the largest part of the 
human nature of the average member of every 
group. 

With the ine-vitable conflicts that arise between 
the groups, these higher errant tendencies, as well 
as others less respectable, provoke a reaction. 
Desertion to other groups becomes a crime, and 
the idea of loyalty to the home group as a neces- 
sary virtue transforms the group of kindred into 
a tribe or infant nation. We need not dwell on 
the use of the chief or king and of the tribal deities 
in this development. In actual history it is 
associated for the most part ivith international 
struggles in some form. The sense of nationality 
thus developed is, therefore, at least in its primi- 
tive form, a compound of social and anti-social 
elements. That this primitive character is apt 
to s'urvive in more settled circumstances when 
no longer called for we know from our every-day 
experience of the anti-French, anti-German, anti- 
Bussian, and other destructive elements which 
intertwine themselves from time to time with 
British loyal^. That is what may be expected 
from the origin of the virtue. It has groivn, as 
a matter of fact, from acts of hostility as well 
as from instincts of faithful affection ; and it is 
only by the further development of its social side 
together with general humanitarian instinct that 
it can be purified and preserved. On its positive 
social side, however, it acts on the primitive as on 
every society to weld a group of Idndred into a 
band of comrades, resolute to preserve their unity 
by loyalty to the band. This is political union 
and the beginning of conscious nationality. 

As human life develops, the common conscious- 
ness of each nation grows in interest and com- 
plexity. Every event in national history, every 
achievement in national literature, every reform 
in the national institutions, the customs, traditions, 
ways of thought, manners, even mannerisms — all 
contribute to the sense of national unity. The 
citizen from his youth up learns to love aU the 
dear familiar things that mark the common life, 
learns also to be proud of and rejoice in them as in 
some peculiar sense his o\vn. Nor is it by the merit 
of his county only that he is possessed. The 
history, the literature, the glory of his nation, the 
Bufienng also, even the sname and the crime, 
affect him as of his inmost life. This is so less or 
more, no doubt, but his nationality has reached its 
developed consciousness in so far as it is so. Such 
a citizen has passed the instinctive stage in which 
men of common blood, habits, and interests hang 
together ; he has passed also the merely political 
stage in which they band themselves together of 
deliberate intent and under pledge of mutual faith. 
He has reached a further stage, the national stage 
proper, in which he is conscious of the national 
type as his, to be guarded, cherished, and developed 
^ him at all costs and as a precious privilege. 
This stage is marked by concentration of attention 
on the end which has been subserved indirectly 
in the earlier stages, i.e. on the development and 
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Varieties of history and circumstance supply one 
main clue to the varieties of nationality which 
characterize different nations. That the national 
type itself, whether based on racial or historical 
considerations, afiects the variety of this element 
in it would also seem to admit of no doubt. Nation- 
ality can hardly feel quite the same in the lively 
atmosphere of an imaginative race as in quarters 
where wits move more slowly and ideas are more 
rare. Yet there is some risk of error in exaggera- 
ting these distinctions. The common character- 
istics of hnman nature, as shonm hy our mutual 
intelligibility, are great enough to overshadow the 
effect of these minor varieties in the composition 
of a property so universal as this. 

One distinction stands out. however, as important 
for discussion here. This is the distinction already 
made between the moralizing and non-moralizing 
elements in the psychosis, and so between good, 
had, and indifferent kinds of national sentiment. 
With the development of this distinction history 
and circumstance have much to do — so much, 
indeed, that it would almost be true to say that 
the character of the national sentiment can be 
inferred from consideration of the national circum- 
stances, past and present. This is only an example 
of the general psychological truth that average 
human nature on the whole responds to the claims 
made upon it, adopts, or at least favours, the ideals 
set before it, and falls in with the sentiments pre- 
vailing in its company. Hence, when, the nation 
is poor, oppressed, or in danger, the call upon the 
citizens for help, thrilling as it then is with evi- 
dent reality, evokes a passion of self-sacrifice and 
devotion: we have nationality at its most pictur- 
esque and characteristic — almost at its best — con- 
centrated upon the common resolve that the nation 
shall live. The elements here are all noble s the 
individual self of each citizen is strongly asserted, 
in disregard of the interest of self, for the preserva- 
tion of the prime social good conceived as national 
existence. To the consideration of this end as a 
prime good we shall return presently. Assuming 
its goodness, we have in the total situation the 
supremely moral attitude of personal self-devotion 
for a good social end. Compare the case of a , 
nation prosperous beyond all real need of more 
wealth, honour, or security. Nationality here has 
a part to play much less exacting, indeed, however 
it be played, but much more likely to be played ill. i 
In the absence of any real claim on the citizens for 
the preservation of the State, national instinct i 
may be dormant for the time. On the other hand, 
it may easily enough be roused, and, in the absence j 
of high guiding ideals, it may naturally ally itself | 
with its primitive associates, the military anti- | 
foreign instincts. Sacrifices and efforts will then i 
be demanded for the remedying of fancied ills, the 
strengthening of imaginary weak points, or the 
fuxther increase of national honour, security, and 
wealth with their inevitable accompaniment, taken 
in this sense — the subjugation or humiliation of 
others. Instead of a defensive we have in the 1 atter 
case an aggressiveinationality ; and simultaneously 
the spirit of self-devotion in the citizens is a_pt to 
be largely — not wholly — replaced by the desire of 
personal gain from the effect of the national ojpera- 
tions. Thus the motives lose their purity or per- 
sonal virtue at the same time that the national end 
becomes iniurious internationally. History rings 
with the tale of nations to whom the beginning of 
the end came thus. The prosperous nation is not, 
however, bereft of good outlets for the national 
spirit of her citizens. No nation that the world has 
ever seen has been so prosperous as to need no 
labour of love within her boundaries for the improve- 
ment of the condition of her people. Prosperity 
has always been accompanied with abundance of 


individual poverty; ignorance, ill-health, and vice 
are always wth us ; the sum of knowledge is never 
complete; the national possibilities in art and 
literature are always unsatisfied ; the ideals of the 
perfect life remain ever unfulfilled. Public spirit 
is the prime incentive to the fulfilment of these 
ends. The national sense under good guidance 
flows easily into such channels. Alittle refle.xion 
shows that attention to all matters of internal 
development in a nation’s life is of a piece with 
the patriot’s stem defence of her in arms ; it is 
another kind of national self-preservation, the 
maintenance of the body politic in health, hy 
action of the strong parts upon the weak so that 
these also may live and serve. This is at once the 
development of civic virtue in each and the estab- 
lishment of profound organic unity in the whole. 

The spectacle, however, of the prosperous nation 
spending all its national spirit on the development 
of its citizens, noble as it is, does not satisfy fuUy, 
There is an analogy between the personality of per- 
sons and the nationality of nations. A person 
' living alone might live rightly for self, but a veiy 
imperfectly developed personality would be the 
result — a moral and intellectual being starved for 
lack of its proper sphere of action. Human per- 
sons, as we know them, could not have come mto 
existence without hnman society. So also nations 
could not have come into existence ■without contact 
with each other ; the passion of mutual adherence 
in the members of a nation, e.g., is the counterpart 
of a capacity for rivalry •with, or even passionate 
hostility to, an opposing group. The nations by 
their commerce in peace and war have brought 
each other into active existence. They stand side 
by side as units distinct, possible foes, possible 
friends, much as the primitive men do ; and, just 
as the elements of interpersonal virtue are in the 
latter situation, so are the elements of international 
virtue in the former. The personality of the man 
is shoivn in his dealings with other_ persons, as 
courteous or morose, frank or suspicious, just or 
unjust, false or true. The character of the mau is 
determined in the estimation of his neighbours by 
these signs. There is much that is analogous to 
this in the relation of nations. And what analog 
suggests direct thinking confirms ; for it is certainly 
the fact (1) that a nation becomes what it is, and 
thus defines the character of its nationality, partly 
by action and reaction between it and others, and 
(2) that it is an object of national desire, in the 
mind of the patriot who is the organ of such desire, 
to bear a good character among the nations of the 
world for justice, faith, and even courtesy. 

If so much be admitted, the shallow _ pretence, 
sometimes advanced in thoughtless sceptical mood, 
that nations have no morals, no conscience, falls to 
the ground. That there is such a thing as national 
honour ■will not be denied, nor will_ any reader of 
these pages be likely to argue that military honour 
is the oi3y meaning of the word. National honour 
is the preservation of national character in the eyes 
of the nations, and this end can be achieved only 
by a national existence in accordance with the 
character to be ascribed. So far, therefore, as the 
desired character goes, nations have morals and 
certainly have consciences. How far it goes is, 
however, another question. The development cer- 
tainly is not complete throughout the international 

community. , . , ■ i 

None the less the ideal of national -virtue inter- 
nationally manifested, as something more than a 
mere character for courage and treaty-faith, has 
always had a strong hold on patriotic minds ; Md 
sometimes it has ^ayed a prominent part in the 


313 Idea corresponds to the dneller’s obsolete 

nal honour, which, however. Ions: co-existed wtn tne 

dea of hononrable character that finally absorbed It. 
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NATURALISM. — i. Definition. — The -words 
‘nature’ and ‘natural’ are used in a bewildering 
variety of senses. Nearly every school of ethics 
might claim that in some sense it expounded and 
exalted the maxim, ‘Live according to nature.’ 
In particular, this maxim is a convenient enough 
summary of the ethical theories advanced by 
Sophists, Stoics, Butler, and Spencer respectively 
— to mention no others. But in each of those cases 
the same maxim is very differently understood. 
So ivith the adjective ‘ natural.’ To know what it 
means in the phrase ‘a natural law’ is no help 
towards understanding its significance in either 
‘the natural son’ or ‘the natural consequence.’ 
‘Be natural’ is excellent advice, but by ‘the 
natural man ’ we may mean with St. Paul the un- 
regenerate. Similarly, ‘ naturalism ’ may be used 
in different senses. The particular meaning varies 
with what we oppose it to. Another ooniplication 
is that the ‘naturalist’ is not' necessarily an 
adherent of naturalism. The former term has now 
acquired a very specific meaning ; it connotes one 
who pursues a certain branch of study, not one 
who holds a theory which can be called ‘naturalism.’ 
For one who holas by naturalism there is no one- 
word term in the English language. The word 
‘ naturalism ’ was fairly often used in the 17 th cent, 
as descriptive of a certain type of theory, but fell 
into disuse, and within the last quarter of a century 
has been revived (cf. Ward, Naturalism and 
Agnosticism, p. 20). We need not mention all the 
vagaries in its usage. In its revived and modem 
acceptation it means a certain type of Weltan- 
schauung which has had its upholders ever since 
the first rise of philosophy. It includes all types 
of theory which rule or try to mle out of considera- 
tion whatever is called ‘ supernatural ’ or ‘ spiritual ’ 
or transcendent of experience. It attempts to 
transcend materialism (j^.v.). It is not easily dis- 
tinguished from positivism (g.v.). 

2. Historical survey. — To write the history of 
naturalism in any detail would be to transcribe 
many pages from the history of philosophy. Here 
we shall merely indicate its broad features. 
Naturalism has always appeared at times when 
the scientific spirit has awakened. It has always 
been the outcome of enthusiasm for science. It 
has always been due to an exaggerated apprecia- 
tion of science and scientific method, which has 
been oblmous of the limitations of science and 
uncritical of its presuppositions. 

In ancient Greece the scientific spirit arose in 
opposition to the popular, naive, mytholomcal, or 
theological explanations of phenomena. It aimed 
at giving a reasonable view of the world of nature 
by discovering and setting forth certain simple and 
intelligible principles or laws<from which the whole 
complex of phenomena might be deduced. Various 
philosophers — e.g., the Sophists, Leucippus, Demo- 
critus, Epicurus-Developed a naturalism^ which 
was either atheistic and materialistic or ignored 
all supernatural and spiritual elements. Nature 
in their view was self-contained and self-explana- 
tory. Postulating only atoms in motion, the 
philosopher could explain aU phenomena. The 
soul of man was only rarefied matter. 

In mediieval times the reign of ecclesiastical 
authority was so absolute, and interest in natural 
phenomena so small — the scientific spirit, so far as 
it was awake, limiting itself almost exclusively to 
the defining and marshalling in logical order of 
dogmas — that it can scarcely be said that natural- 
ism found any articulate expression. 

Only with the revolt against authority and -with 
the development of re-awakened interest in nature 
which led to the birth of modem science do we find 
once more a bold and thoroughgoing naturalism. 
In the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries naturalism 


on the whole was frankly materialistic and in 
many cases atheistic, though in some instances 
enthusiasm for nature led to a poetical and emotional 
pantheism. The naturalistic position of this period 
may not unfitly be summarized in the -words of 
the famous sentence with which Hume closes his 
Enquiry concerning Human Understanding : 

‘If we take in our hand any volume; of divinity or Bchool 
metaphysics, for instance; let us ask, Does it contain any 
abstract reasoning concerning quantity or number? No. Does 
it contain any experimental reasoning concerning matter of 
fact and existence i No. Ckimmit it then to the flames : For it 
can contain nothing but sophistry and illusion.' 

The Darwiniau theory of evolution gave natural- 
ism a powerful fresh impetus. In conjunction with 
the nebular hypothesis it seemed to explain fully 
man and the world in which he finds himself. All 
phenomena connected -with them could be brought 
under the categories of natural science, tabulated 
and classified. Yet modem naturalism is in a 
sense not so intolerant of the ‘ supernatural ’ as the 
older was. The older was dogmatic in its denial 
of the spiritual and dogmatic in its affirmation of 
matter as the absolute reality. The modem is 
in alliance with agnosticism, and studiously calls 
attention to the fact that it neither affirms not 
denies anything ‘supernatural’; it is simply not 
concerned with it. Whether this is a consistent 
and reasonable attitude is, of course, a debatable 
point. Again, modem naturalism appears anxious 
to avoid the charge of materialism, which it pro- 
fesses to transcend. Matter and spirit, it points 
out, are only abstract conceptions, not substantial 
realities. We know, and are concerned with, only 
material phenomena and psychical phenomena. 

‘The fundamental doctrines of materialism, like those of 
spiritualism and most other “ isms,” lie outside the limits of 
philosophical enquiry. ... In itself it is of little moment 
whether we express the phinnomena of matter in terms of spirit, 
or the phjonomena of spirit in terms of matter ; matter may be 
regarded as a form of thought, thought may be regarded as a 
property of matter— each statement has a certain relative truth’ 
(T. H. Huxley, Cottecttd E$says, London, 1S93-94, i. 162, 164). 

The attempt is thus made to make naturalism a 
neutral monism neither materialistic nor spiritual- 
istic. Whether it is really neutral we must con- 
sider below. 

3. The doctrines of naturalism. — Naturalism is 
older than science, as we understand science, but 
it is not older than the scientific spirit. Through- 
out its long history its essential character has not 
varied. Only the rise of modem science made it 
surer of itself — more complete and imposing as a 
system. Its aim has always been the laudaWe one 
of explaining all phenomena in the simplest, most 
intelligible fashion, of reducing the complex to 
simple terms, and of exhibiting all things rising in 
accordance with some universal principle or law to 
whatever degree of complexity they may manifest. 
It sets out to explain everything on the lowest 
terms, with the fewest possible postulates of 
agencies required for their production. Its rule is 
‘ Principia non sunt multiplicanda.’ This, we may 
say, is the first characteristic of naturalism — its 
‘reduction’ of the complex to the simple, its 
‘ explanation ’ of the higher in terms of the lower. 
It has made an ambitious attempt to carry this 
out completely, and is persuaded that it has 
succeeded. Psychological phenomena may be ex- 
plained in terms of physiology, physiological in 
terms of chemistry, chemical in terms of physics, 
the physical all in terms of matter and motion. 
That is the ultimate basis to which all things may 
be reduced ; all phenomena, no matter -n-hat their 
complexity, are simply phenomena exhibited by 
matter in motion. 

Next, naturalism holds that the complex arises 
from the simple by a process of evolution. At no 
stage has any outside, transcendent agency or 
power been involved. In the whirling atoms of 
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preservation of human types. These are types of 
persons and types of societies. 

The loyal citizen of the developed kind, possessed 
hy a full sense of nationality, conceives the national 
type as a kind of person and also as a kind of 
society of such persons. Many of the real pei-sons 
and much of the real society he may perceive to 
be at present quite different. His ideal is likely, 
indeed, to surpass the reality, as otherwise there 
would he nothing to do or desire, no progress 
possible, development at an end, no action called 
for except that of defence in case of need. No 
nation has ever yet reached such a stage, although 
some have stagnated — and most of these have 
decayed — because they acted as if they had 
reached it. To our loyal citizen, however, we 
may ascribe more sense of fact. It will be natural, 
therefore, that he shall find much fault with persons 
and institutions as they are. This is inevitable if 
he is earnest about realizing the national type as 
the best, and is, at the same time, no blind idealist 
to substitute imagining of what ought to be for 
faithful perceiving of what is. The blind idealist 
is a danger to the national development second 
only to the contented realist who desires no im- 
provement. 

It may be instructive briefly to compare the 
nationalist and imperialist ideals, treating both 
as ideals with a view to the end which they imply. 
Merely nationalistic imperialism, the motives of 
which are territorial aggrandizement, political 
supremacy, and monopoly of the world’s industrial 
resources, does not enter into this comparison. 
The latter is but an extreme development of the 
crude mediasval nationalism centred in the constant 
endeavour to get the better of others in the 
division of material advantage. From time to 
time the world sufiers an outburst of this crude 
spirit in some strong nation not come sufficiently 
to consciousness of the higher nationality. To 
other nations it is a menace : they are thrown 
back on their instincts of material defence, in- 
ternal progress everywhere being retarded for the 
time. The imperialist ideal is not, however, this 
tearing national selfishness, though it may be in- 
voked to make the latter seem more humane. 

A ^eat nation, like Britain, France, or Germany, 
conscious of its o^vn national type as good, may 
well give rise within its borders to the idea of 
benefiting the world by imposing that type on all 
whom it can reach. In a sense and up to a certain 
point, great nations do this in respect of alien 
immigrants who become naturalized within them, 
thon^, if these be numerous, homogeneous, and 
of marked racial type, it may become an anxious 
question whether the cherished national type may 
not itself be modified by them. The United States 
offer on the whole the most striking example of 
successful absorption of strangers on a large 
scale. 

It is another matter when an attempt is made to 
impose the national ideal on other peoples from 
without. The Eoman empire, "with its genuine 
extension of Roman citizenship to the provincials, 
is an example of success in this attenmt. Yet in 
the end it was a double failure. The Roman type 
was in the long run blurred, though an am^e 
heritage, no doubt, of ideas and institutions re- 
mained. The native development of the nations 
that became provinces was arrested and their self- 
reliance for the time being destroyed. So they 
too went down before the fresh barbarian, and 
their type_ also suffered eclipse. Thus the world 
lost what it might have had — a Latin Italy and a 
Celtic Gaul. 

Let us view the matter, however, from the 
modem standpoint. The attempt could not, of 
course, be made with respect to another nation 


existing as such, except in the absence of any 
regard to the other nation’s national sentiment as 
a political and moral force. It would not be 
possible for any of the great nations to absorb a 
small European nation on any credible pretext 
except that of national self-interest. The world 
as it is now, therefore, can only for the most part 
supply material so diverse racially from that of 
the great nations that subjugation in some form— 
not absorption by real devmopment— is the only 
possible result. A few apparent exceptions, mostly 
rather far-fetched, suggest themselves, the most 
striking being that of the S. American Republics, 
all or any of which might conceivably be merged 
in the United States, But it is obvious that this 


result, whether achieved by consent or by force, 
could be maintained only by self-government on 
the plan of the United States; and under self- 
government the S. American would not become 
N. American at all : the difference of type would 
remain, whatever might be said in favour of such 
a powerful political alliance otherwise. The case 
of the British and the Boers is a real case, and of 
great real interest, though the scale is small. 
Will the Boers take on the British type and 
identify themselves in course of time mth the 
British nation ? Or will they, on the contrary, 
absorb the British colonial who really does settle, 
and develop an Africander national ideal under 
the British flag? The nearness of race and funda- 
mental identity of religion facilitate equally both 
results. The causes of divergence are historical, 
and self-government neutralizes their effect. 

It should be noted that identity of flag by_no 
means argues unity of nation. The most service- 
able idea of an empire would seem to be that of a 
group of self-governing States under one central 
government for a small number of purposes, prim- 
arily that of defence and treaty-making. The 
deCTee of self-government may be greater or less, 
and, even without political independence, nation- 
ality in the higher sense remains unshaken so long 
as the members of the CTonp feel that they are a 
separate nation and work to maintain and develop 
their own national type. The dual S_tate_ of 
Austria-Hungary fumiMes a striking historic^ 
instance. The four nations of Great Britain and 
Ireland also defy all attempts to ignore their in- 
dividuality ; each in its own way asserts its own 
distinctive traits, of language, history, literature, 
and personality ; each claims more or less success- 
fully some separateness of treatment relative to 
difference of ideals and needs ; each demands its 
own birthright of being and becoming what it is 
and believes it is meant to be. But the greatest 
and most noted example is the British empire as 
a whole, constituted as a union of self-governing 
States scattered round the world. 

The case of the Jews is unique and should be 
mentioned apart. It is that of a nation strong, 
capable, strictly cohesive, ivith no political aspira- 
tions, relying exclusively on the ponds of race, 
history, literature, and religious customs, 

Litzbatbre.— The theory of the subject Is treated briefly In 
J. S. Mill, Caneiderations on Represmtativt Oovemmtra, 
London, 1881, ch. xvi.; H. S. Maine, 
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First let us ask, Is naturalism really the neutral 
monism that it professes to be? Does it in any 
real sense transcend materialism ? In the essay 
‘ On the Physical Basis of Life,’ from which we 
quoted above, Huxley says (Collected Essays, i. 
159, 164) : 

• Any one who is acquainted with the history of science will 
admit that its progress has, in nil ages, meant, and now more 
than ever means, the extension of the province of what we call 
matter and causation, and the concomitant banishment from 
all regions of human thought of what wo call spirit and spon- 
taneit3’. ... As surely ns every future grows out of past and 
present, so will the physiologj' of the future gradually extend 
the realm of matter and law until it is co-extensive with know- 
ledge, with feeling, and with action. . . . There can he little 
doubt, that the further science advances, the more oxtensivelj" 
and consistently will all the phenomena of Nature be repre- 
sented by materialistic formulae and symbols.' 

It is not obvious in what way a materialist 
would desire to modify this statement. He might 
conceivably say that that was exactly what he 
meant by materialism. The fact seems to be that, 
while the name ‘ materialism ’ is repudiated, and 
some theories of the older materialists are discarded, 
just as some old hypotheses of natural science 
have been discarded, naturalism as a Weltanschau- 
ung is in no essential way distinguishable from 
materialism. 

The most important points, however, to which 
attention must be directed are ; (1) the view which 
naturalism takes of consciousness and will ; (2) its 
denial of, or refusal to consider, teleology ; (3) the 
rejection of metaphysics. 

(1) As we have seen, naturalism regards con- 
sciousness as epiphenomenal and the freedom of 
the will as a delusion. All our knowledge is of 
phenomena, and over the course of phenomena the 
spirit can exercise no control. It is not difficult to 
see that, if we carry this out strictly, we' land in 
absurdity. If the theory is to be consistent or 
mean anything, it must hold that all the sequence 
of physical processes can be explained from itself. 
Everything is the necessary, inevitable result of 
the physical phenomena that preceded. Shake- 
speare’s dramas, theories of naturalism, and their 
refutation are all simply the necessary outcome of 
the world-process, and as phenomena can be ex- 
plained, with all the explanation about which we 
need to inquire, 'without assigning any real effective 
r61e to consciousness (cf. Otto, p. 346 f.). 

' We know only phenomena ’ ; but what is meant 
by a phenomenon ? It is a question of the utmost 
importance, and it is safe 'to say that naturalism 
pays little, if any, heed to it. It takes for granted 
the uncritical ‘ realism ’ of ‘ the plain man,’ accord- 
ing to which in sense-perception (which is the 
foundation of all knowledge of nature) we have 
mirrored in the mind an image exactly correspond- 
ing to a real object external to us. Naturalism 
takes an external world for granted, and the 
phenomena in which it is most interested are the 
objects and the happenings in this external world, 
of which knowledge is gained in sense-perception. 
It forgets the simple truth that, strictly speaking, 
we can know nothing but facts of consciousness ; 
that an external world is an inference, the truth 
of which cannot be ‘scientifically’ proved; that 
sense-perception is not a simple ultimate thing, 
and that ■what we perceive is certainly not what 
science shows to be the physical phenomenon which 
results in perception, but an interpretation of, or 
an inference from, it. We perceive, c.g., a tree, 
but the physical phenomena which precede are 
(a) ether waves striking the retina, (b) nerve- 
vibrations. It turns out, then, that what we are 
really in immediate relationship -with is not ‘ pheno- 
mena,’ but what naturalism regards as secondary 
and almost negligible, ‘epiphenomena.’ After all, 
consciousness must be allowed a very real import- 
ance, for the only world of nature that we can 


examine is the world as it exists in consciousness. 
That is the only world that we know, and the 
statement that all things would he what they are, 
were there no consciousness, is manifest nonsense. 

■ Once again, let us consider science. Its greatest 
glory admittedly lies in its marvellous generaliza- 
tions, its far-reaching inductions. If science is to 
confine itself strictly to the study of phenomena, 
what justification can be found for any of its laws 
and inductions? What right has it to make a 
statement about ‘ all bodies ’ until it has examined 
aU? None, save what can be pro-vided by ‘epi- 
phencmenal ’ reason. 

Nor must it be forgotten that science deals in 
abstractions and ideals. Each particular science 
deals only ■with one aspect of phenomena ; no one 
science nor all the sciences together can exhaust 
all the concrete fullness of any object that they 
investigate. Even the sciences that are almost 
purely descriptive describe an ideal which includes 
all that the members of the class have in common, 
but leaves out points in which particular indmduals 
of the class may differ. It describes, e.g., the lion, 
but to the description no particular lion may in all 
respects conform, so that all that may be said of it 
is included in the description. The lion described 
by zoology is, in fact, an abstraction, an ideal. 
But abstractions and ideals belong to the ‘epi- 
phenomenal.’ Hence from many points of -view 
we perceive the vast and primary importance of 
the despised ‘ spiritual.’ 

With regard now to the autonomy of spirit, it 
may suffice to say, we have seen that facts of 
consciousness are the fundamental realities with 
which we have to deal, and every one ■will admit 
that it is a fact of his consciousness that at his 
will he can produce changes on phenomena — that 
he has a real power of self-determination, and that 
only so can moral distinctions have any meaning. 

(2) Naturalism denies or at least ignores tele- 
ology. It limits itself to the search for causes ; it 
takes no account of reasons. If it did not insinuate 
that there are no reasons and that to ask what is 
the purpose, the meaning, of phenomena is foolish 
and altogether ■unnecessary, we should have no 
quarrel with it on that account. But its view is 
that a phenomenon is completely explained when 
we have analyzed it into ite component parts, re- 
duced it to its simplest terms, and shown how it 
came to be what it is. Now, when we have 
analyzed a thing into its components and shown 
how they came together, we have not really ‘ ex- 
plained ’ it at aU. We have explained its make ; 
we have not explained itself. We have described 
it— nothing more. Except in pure mathematics a 
whole is greater than the sum of its parts, and 
the wholeness of the whole is not ex;^ained by 
enumerating its parts. It is e'vident that there 
are many phenomena which are in any sense ‘ ex- 
plained ’ only from a teleological point of view, and 
that in their case the question. What is it for? 
or. Why is it as it is ? is of more interest and value 
for its explanation than the query. How was it 
produced ? or. How did it come to be what we find 
it? The only satisfying explanation of a piece of 
machinery is an account of what it is for — what 
it is meant to do. In comparison with that, the 
question. What is it made of ? or. How was it made ? 
is of secondaiw importance. So -with human actions 
generally. We may surely ask. Why did he do it? 
as legitimately as, How did he do it ? That -within 
a certain range final causes are operative is fact of 
consciousness. Naturalism has no right to forbid 
the inquiry as to whether they are operative eveiy- 
where, and must form an important part of the 
e.xplanation of the world-process. W^e are not 
concerned here to show that nature exhibits pur- 
posiveness. Our business is only to -vindicate the 
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the primal fire-mist lay all the promise and potency 
of the development that was to come, alike the 
light of setting suns and the thoughts that should 
find it glorious. The wliole development and dif- 
ferentiation of the simple into the complex came 
‘ of itself.’ Any stage of world-development arises 
exclusively from, and is conditioned by nothing 
except, the stage that immediately precedes it. 
Any phenomenon is fully explained when what 
preceded it has been discovered. This scientific 
‘cause’ is the only land of cause with which 
naturalism will have anything to do. Everything 
comes necessarily out of wliat goes before it. 
Because of what precedes, it is what it is, and 
could not be anything else. There are no final 
causes. It is our sole concern to discover the 
causes of things, not their reasons. Thus natural- 
ism takes a strictly mechanical view of the world 
of nature. But what of consciousness and self- 
consciousness? What of will, choice, and moral 
judgment? In the whole range of phenomena 
these occupy but a small part, but it is the most 
important part of all. In these questions we have 
the real storm-centre of the naturalistic position, 
and the point that calls for closest attention. 
Naturalism is usually willing to admit that it 
cannot bridge the guB between the physical and 
the psychical, that in spite of its best efforts at 
explanation something of a riddle remains. But 
its faith in the primacy of the physical remains 
unshaken ; it is inclined to hint that, if only our 
knowledge were more perfect than it i.s, we should 
see that no gulf existed, that the continuity of all 
phenomena whatsoever was unbroken. In the 
present imperfect state of our science, naturalism 
Jays great weight on the theory of psycho-physical 
parallelism. Eveiy psychosis has Its neurosis. 
Every psychical phenomenon has its counterpart 
in some corporeal process. To maintain its view 
that every physical change is sufficiently accounted 
for by tlie pliysical state that preceded, naturalism 
concludes that the psychical is but an epipheno- 
nienon with no real determining influence upon 
the physical. As the shadow reproduces the 
changes of the real object, so is the psychic process 
a shadow of the physical. The more psychologj’- 
is ‘ associationist ’ and ‘sensationist,’ the better 
can the strict correspondence of psychical and 
physical, and the dependence of the former on the 
latter, be exhibited. To identify the two classes 
of phenomena is not possible ; hence naturalism 
must conclude that it is simplest to assume some 
unknown unity connecting the two. Both are 
aspects of one and the same fact. But vital and 
psychical are secondary. They are determined by 
cosmical mechanism ; it is not affected by them. 

‘The spiritual becomes the “epiphenomenai,” a merely in. 
cidental phosphorescence, so to say, that reguiarly accompanies 
phy8ic.al processes of a certain type and complexity ' (J. Ward, 
art. ‘Naturalism,’ EBr^ xxxv. SS). 

It follows that there is no such thing as the 
autonomy of spirit, no freedom of the will, no 
spontaneity to be attributed to reason. Reason in 
some obscure way is the product of Nature. Nature 
has somehow come to self-consciousness in man. 
In the mind of man Nature has polished for herself 
a mirror in which her phenomena are reflected, and 
she is busy improving her mirror so that a clearer 
reflexion is gradually being attained (cf. Ward, 
Naturalism and Agnosticism, i. 22). The adherent 
of naturalism, indeed, cannot deny some activity 
to reason, but its activity is narrowly circumscribed. 
Its great function is to receive sense-impressions ; 
thereafter it may be as active as it can, in associat- 
ing and comparing them, though even in associating 
them it is bound by laws which can be perceived 
to have the same rigour and constancj- as any 
natural law. 


According to naturalism, ‘ man is essentially a sensitive 
subject, though able to reason about his sensations— that is to 
associate, compound, and compare them. He is supposed to' be 
built up of sense-perceptions associated with feelings of pleasure 
and pam. Recipient of external impressions which persist in 
idea and are accompanied by pleasure or pain on his part, and 
thus followed by other ideas and impressions, man’s mental con- 
stitution is explained without attributing to reason any spon- 
taneous or productive function ’ (Sorley, Ethics ofNaturcMm 
p. 16f.). ’ 

Hence naturalism adopts with enthusiasm the 
positivist view. All our knowledge is of pheno- 
mena; we have no concern with anything but 
phenomena, and they are to be investigated ac- 
cording to the methods which science has perfected. 
Apart from the natural sciences we have no know- 
ledge in the real sense. If they were only so 
advanced as to be able to ^ve us a perfect view of 
all the phenomena of nature and all their inter- 
relations at any moment, in their light we coifid 
forecast accurately the whole future world-develop- 
ment. To a being provided rvith a perfect science 
the hairs of all heads would be numbered, and not 
a sparrow could fall to the ground without his 
knowledge (see E, du Bois-Beymond, Ucber die 
Grenzen des Naturerkennens, Leipzig, 1S84, p. 6, 
(juoted frith similar statements in Ward, Natural- 
ism and Agnosticism, i. 41 ). Metaphysical inquiries 
as to entities such as ‘matter,’ ‘spirit,’ and ‘God’ 
are all needless and profitless. All that is usually 
known as philosophy is to be discarded. 

‘ Philosophy itself, in all its highest speculations, is but a 
more or less ingenious playing upon words. From Thales to 
Hegel, verbal distinctions have always formed the ground of 
Philosophy, and must ever do so as long as we attempt to pene- 
trate the essence of things ’ (G. H. Lewes, Eist. of Philosophy^, 
London, 1867, ii. 647). 

The true philosophy has at last been discovered. 
It is science. 

•A new era has dawned. For the first time in history an Ex- 
planation of the world, society, and man, is presented which is 
thoroughly homogeneous, and at the same time thoroughly in 
accordance fvilh accurate knowledge : having the reach of an 
all-embracing System, it condenses human knowledge into a 
Doctrine, and co-ordinates ail the methods by which that know- 
ledge has been reached, and will in future be extended. . . . 
Its oasis is Science. ... Its superstructure is the hierarchy ot 
the sciences— t.e. that distribution and co-ordination of general 
truths which transforms the scattered and independent sciences 
into an organic whole wherein each part depends on all that pre- 
cede, and determines nil that succeed ' (ii. ii. 890). 

4- Criticism. — The primary of naturali.sni 

is altogether praiseworthy. It vindicates the rights 
of reason to inquire into phenomena and search for 
an explanation of them. It reprobates a lazy 
‘supernaturalism’ which lays fetters on the spirit 
of inquiry, and declines the drudgery of trying to 
understand the world in which man finds himself 
by saj’-ing, ‘ All things are as they are by the will 
of God, whose ways are past finding out.’ Yet in 
its fully developed form naturalism results in the 
denial to reason of its rights, and imprisons man 
in a dreary enough fatalism. It is all the more 
difficult to criticize naturalism because many of its 
e.xponents, and these the most popular,_do not ad- 
here consistently to a scientific precision of lan- 
guage in setting fortli their views. They often 
seem to bring back with one hand what they have 
put away with the other. In spiking of ‘ nature, 
e.g., they sometimes represent it quite anthropo- 
morphically (of. Otto, Naturalism and Religion, P- 
24 fl’.). It is to be wished that they who would 
reduce all things to mechanics would adopt 
uniformly a machine-like precision of expression, 
avoiding poetical imagery which, if interpreteo 
literally, would confute naturalism, and, whichever 
way taken, is apt to be misleading. _ 

We cannot here criticize naturalism in the full- 
ness of detail required to confute it. We must 
refer the reader to such books as Ward’s Natural- 
ism and Agnosticism, Otto’s Naturalism and Re- 
ligion, and the numerous answers^ to_ Haeckel s 
works. We mu-st be satisfied with indicating the 
main points in which naturalism is vulnerable. 
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than exactly determined, it is a qnestion ^Yhether 
some deviations from the mean of precise measure- 
ments would not, on such a supposition, he wider 
than they actually are, so that Nature’s lack of 
success in her attempts at exactitude would reveal 
itself. . 

It has been pointed out that the higher, t.e. the 
more general and abstract, and quantitative laws 
of science presuppose theories, and that the intro- 
duction ox symbolic elements is essential for the 
application of mathematics to physios. It may he 
further remarked that laws and general theories 
are alike presupposed in all quantitative measure- 
ment — or at least whenever measurement of time 
(the conceptual absolute time of physics) is con- 
cerned. 

2 . The derivation of physical laws ; the validity 
of the belief in universal law. — ^^Vith respect to 
the Way in which we come to know laws, it will be 
obvious that they are not among the data of 
science- or on the same level as observed facts. 
This is not so plain in the case of the cruder, 
the purely empirical and approximate, laws, as in 
that of the higher, the quantitative, and more 
abstract. But in neither case is the law per- 
ceived like a phenomenon ; what are observed are 
not laws but ‘ cases.’ Laws do not state facts ; they 
state relations, or at least standards or types to 
which facta have been found to approximate. On 
the other hand, scientific or physical laws, in that 
they always refer to the actual or sensible world, 
are not a j^ori or self-evident, like the laws of 
thought. Pure thought is characterized by logical 
necessity, and deals ivith universals; facts are 
particular and contingent. Yet in the ideal of 
science, as conceived, e.g., by Kant, we have the 
fusion of the actual and the necessary, the parti- 
cular and the universal. If Kant’s own theory of 
knowledge be rejected, this ideal is not attained ; 
we have, in actual science, no fusion of the 
empirical and the rational, hut only juxtaposition. 
If there be science of the ideal type, as Kant too 
hastily assumed there is, then it is true that there 
must be epistemologically necessary presuppositions 
of such science ; in other words, if phenomena are 
wholly calculable, the processes of Nature and the 
course of thought must alike be conditioned by- 
necessary connexion. Only the determined is 
completely knowahle. Innumerable instances of 
particular and approximate uniformities naturally 
engender, or psyonologically cause, the belief in a 
universal reign of. law extending to the unknown 
as well as to the observed ; but the psychological 
cause of a belief is one thing, its ejnstemological 
validity quite another. Law, in this -wider sense, 
possesses, as we have seen, no demonstrability, no 
assured epistemological validity. Such a reign of 
law cannot be proved empirically, because experi- 
ence can never furnish universal knowledge ; nor 
deductively, because there is no self-e-vident or 
a priori general truth from which it can be de- 
duced. It is therefore a postulate — a necessary 
presupposition, indeed — of ideal science ; but in 
actual knowledge of Nature its validity is' entirely 
dependent on, and co-extensive -with, the observed 
applicability of law to the beha-viour of phenomena. 
Similarly, every particular law, being neither a 
perceived entity nor , a proposition deducible a 
priori, possesses necessarily no further validity 
than it has been actually observed to possess. In 
any more extended sense it is but a postulate. 
Indeed, every physical law of the higher type — 
such as Ne-wton’s law of gra-vitation — ^including 
conceptual symbolism as wml as reference to con- 
crete phenomena, originates as a hypothesis. Few 
laws of Nature would be discovered by Bacon’s 
method of disinterestedly collecting all the facts 
and then eliciting their significant relations ; and 


none at all -would be discovered if experience were 
wholly passive, or knowledge wholly the result of 
mechanical association. The fruitful symbol and 
the useful hypothesis are not found ready to hand, 
or given -with the phenomena observed, but are 
invented — Newton’s ‘ Hypotheses non fingo ’ not- 
-withstanding — and such invention, like all work of 
creative genius, is intuitive rather than ratiocina- 
tive. The progress of science from empirical facts 
to laws, principles, and theories is by a struggle 
for existence between hypotheses, and survival of 
the fittest of them. Many perish for the one 
which survives, even though scientific hypotheses 
are perhaps never random guesses, and generally 
are shrewd conjectures based on clues, and, as 
such, are likely to emanate only from minds 
scientifically informed and trained. The law, 
then, is the successful hypothesis — the hypothesis, 
which, together with its deduced consequences, fits 
the facts or is ‘ verified.’ 

Laws, like the conception of universal law, -will 
thus originate in the active selective mind of man. 
And so it is sometimes represented that laws of 
Nature are created, not discovered, and that there 
is more truth in saying that man gives laws to 
Nature than in saying that Nature prescribes laws 
to man (see K. Pearson, The Grammar of Science^, 
London, 1911, i. 86 f.). This would seem to he 
an exaggeration, for ‘ creation ’ implies too much. 
The particular form in which a law is expressed is 
certainly a human creation, and the creation or 
discovery — whichever it he — of a law is due to the 
inventive and selective acti-vity of the human 
mind. But it is also tme that, imlesa Nature were 
characterized by such and such constant relations, 
and her phenomena were connected in a certain 
way entirely independently of whether humanity 
is cognizant of her regularity or not, it would not 
be possible to fashion laws ha-ving scientific value. 
We cannot dictate any laws to Nature, -with 
impunity, unless they already he her laws, i.e. 
unless Nature be gesetzmassig. Hence the laws of 
Nature are not adequately described as creations, 
though their verbal expression and their symbolical 
associativeness are such. 

If tho mind be the la-wgiver, ‘ it gives nature no other la-ws 
than such os nature would follow under the conditions it 
fixes, and does actually follow, so far ns these conditions are 
realised, or are established for the sake of experiment’ (A. 
Biehl, Introd. to the Theory of Science and Metaphysics, Eng. 
tr., London, 1S94, p. Z36). 

It would seem better, then, to speak of physical 
laws as ‘ discovered ’ rather than as ‘ created.’ 

Laws are nowadays regarded by men of science 
as formulffi merely expressing observed results, as 
characterized neither by universality (applicability 
to the unobserved) nor by necessity; they are 
often said to be descriptions, not prescriptions or 
enactments ; they are not entities ‘ oinding Nature 
fast in fate,’ but provisional generalizations which 
may be modified or superseded (in many cases, at 
least) in the light of further knowledge. Of ‘ laws 
that never shall be broken ’ actual science Icnows 
nothing; a broken law would he but a false or 
incom^ete description. Thus, J. Dewar, in an 
address to the British Association, 1902, said : 

•It is only the poverty of language and the necessity for 
compendious expression that oblige the man of science to 
resort to metaphor and to speak of the laws of Hature. In reality 
he docs not pretend to formulate any laws for Nature, since to 
do so would be to assume a knowledge of the inscrutable cause 
from which alone such laws could emanate.’ 

At the same time, few men of science would 
regard the significance of a physical law as 
exhausted in its capacity briefiy to summarize past 
observations. Laws certainly imply also the belief 
that their application extends to unobserved cases 
— e.g., the future. They thus express probabilities, 
and have been compared to guide-posts, which teU 
us what to expect as a result of certain experiences. 
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legitimacy and importance of such an inquiry. 
Naturalism may confine itself to a mere descrip- 
tion of the course of nature if it chooses. We 
insist that it shall he left open to others, if they 
choose, to try to satisfy the human craving for no 
mere description, but explanation. And for ex- 
planation the teleological point of view is indis- 
pensable. 

(3) As to the rejection of metaphysics and the 
proposed shelving of philosophy in favour of science, 
we must refer the reader to the art. Positivism. 
Suffice it here to say that science suggests questions 
of perennial interest and great importance which 
it itself has no means of answering, and that the 
idea that science is the true phDosophy is entirely 
unscientific, inasmuch as, while there are many 
particular sciences, there is no such thing as a 
science which might co-ordinate them so as to 
produce that superstructure described by Lewes 
(see above). 

liiTERATtJEE. — J. Ward, Naturalism and Agnosticism, 
London, 1899; R. Otto, Naturalism and Religion, Eng. tr., 
do. 1907 ; W. R. Sorley, On the Ethics of Naturalism, Edin- 
burgh, 1885 ; A, J. Balfour, The Foundations of Belie/9, 
London, 1901, Theism and Humanism, do. 1916 ; R. Eucken, 
Life's Basis and Life's Ideal^, Eng. tr., do, 1912 ; H. Bergson, 
Creative Evolution, Eng. tr., do. 1911. W. D, NIVEN. 

NATURAL LAW.i — i. Different kinds of 
scientific laws, and their nature. — The term 
‘law’ is used in the natural sciences to denote 
propositions of very various degrees of generality 
andT abstractness. The simplest, or crudest, type 
of law is the statement of approximate imiformities 
of co-existence or of sequence observed to obtain 
between phenomena of much the same degree of 
concreteness and of conceptual elaboration as those 
which form the objects or unscientific knowledge. 
Laws of this type which refer to uniformities of 
co-existence are but expressions of the elements 
common to a class of phenomena which are at the 
same time more or less similar and more or less 
various. _ ‘ A law is nothing more than a docket 
into which we collect phenomena which have 
something in common ' (A. Hill, Introd. to Science, 
London, 1900, p. 15) ; it states that the character 
which such phenomena have in common belongs 
to them all. Such laws express the results of 
comparison and elementary classification. Those 
of the same type which refer to uniformities of 
sequence are also formulte in which multitudinous 
phenomena are stripped of their variety, and are 
reduced to unity, or more or less to identity ; but 
they origin ate from generalizations of facts among 
which succession and connexion in time are an 
important consideration. Observation establishes, 
for instance, that this and that metal plate, when 
beaten with this or that rod, grows warm; and, 
when Jthese particular facts are generalized into 
‘ Concussion produces heat,’ we have a simple, 
approximate or inexact, empirical _ law, which is 
but a general concept embracing similarly recur, 
ring processes, comparable with the class-concept, 
such as that of ‘mammal.’ ‘ Laws of Nature are 
nothing but generic concepts for the changes of 
Nature ’ (H. von Helmholtz, Physiol. Optih, Leip- 
zig, 1866-67, p. 454). 

The establishment of such laws as these, how- 
ever, which are all of the form ‘So far as we have 
observed, A is related to B,’ marks but the earli- 
est stage of a science. As science develops, the 
directly observed phenomenon, or the ‘ brute fact,’ 
is itself resolved into co-existences and successions ; 
and so the relations expressed by the ‘ brute law ’ 
are transformed into more complex relations be- 
tween simpler phenomena. If laws of the first 

1 Sec also the short introduction under the title Law (Natu- 
ral), with the fecial application to psychology, eociology, eoo- 
notmcs, and history. 


type are rough inductions, purely empirical and 
contingent, they are often afterwards shown to be 
deducible, as particular cases, from more general 
or higher laws. As science proceeds towards its 
goal, the ‘Nature’ with which it deals becomes 
more and more abstract, because it is further con- 
ceptually elaborated ; and the results of this pro- 
cedure are visible in the higher laws with which 
science, at its middle stage, is mostly concerned. 
Thus Boyle’s or Mariottus law, that the volume 
of a gas at constant temperature varies inversely 
as the pressure upon it, mtroduces the notions of 
pressure, temperature, and mass, which are not 
matters of direct sense-experience in any empirical 
observation of the behaviour of gases. These are 
rather symbols, and the application of them to 
concrete phenomena presupposes the adoption of 
scientific theories. Moreover, it cannot be said of 
symbols that they are ‘ true’ or ‘ false’ ; they can 
only be more or less suitable or convenient for s 
given purpose. Symbolism, in fact, as well as 
induction, enters into the higher laws of science. 
Thus Newton’s law of gravitation not only presup- 
poses more elaborate classification and generaliza- 
tion than does any law of the simpler kind 
described above ; it differs further in being more 
conceptual, in introducing the idea of mutual 
acceleration, which is of the nature of a symbol, 
and in inventively associating this idea with the 
concrete phenomena ; instead of being a mere_ in- 
duction from Kepler’s laws, it is rather a symboliza- 
tion of them, involving the confident adoption of 
the laws and hypotheses of dynamics,^ 

H. Poincar6 (lo Valeur de la science^ Paris, 
1909, p. 238 ff.) maintains that empirical laws cap 
often be resolved into two components ; (1) a defini- 
tion or convention, neither true nor false, but 
convenient, which can never be verified or refuted 
by experience, and (2) an empirical law rendermg 
the prediction of brute facts possible.^ The latter 
component is always capable of revision in the 
light of further discoveries, and the former is 
erected into a ‘principle,’ which is of merely 
economic value. The symbolic, or descriptive and 
conceptual, element thus introduced into the higher 
laws of science is generally too simple for the 
complete representation of actuality ; hence it is 
frequently frund that there are circumstances m 
which laws do not hold. Symbols uspd by science 
are, indeed, sometimes avowedly fictitious, and laws 
are in some cases rendered applicable to _ pheno- 
mena only when quite unverifiable assumptions are 
adopted. Laws of a very high degree of generality, 
such as the principle of the paralleloOTam pf forces, 
are sometimes asserted by nigh authorities not to 
be geometrically derivable, but to be based pp 
appeal to experience ; but, of course, venfiabuity 
in experience can never be more than approximate. 
To pass from such inevitable approximateness to 
absolute exactness involves the invocation or a 
principle — the simplicity of Nature— which, again, 
cannot be derived experimentally, but must oe 
assumed for convenience’ sake. _ t „ 

The approximateness of every expenmental Jaw 
has, indeed, been pressed by some physicists, especi- 
ally of the French school, into a proof of tneir 
provisional, arbitrary, and conventional nature. 
So far as experimental observation, -ivith its limita- 
tions of accuracy, goes, we rather establish an in- 
definite number of quantitative law's, all 
different; and it is urged that the selectmn oi 
one among these — the simplest — is a mere art • 
Bat too much can easily be made of this approxi- 
mateness of observation. Certainly it affords n 
proof of the inexactness, but only room for theoren 

doubt, at best, of the exactness, of quantiteUve 

laws ; and, on the other hand, if Nature l>erE 
were always ‘tending towards accuracy ratiier 
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law. As only that which conforms to law, or is 
characterized by uniformity and determination, 
can te completely known in the scientific sense, 
and predicted or calculated, law is a condition of 
the existence of science. Laws are sought, then, 
with a view to making Nature scientifically in- 
telligible, and therefore are instruments for the 
satisfaction of human interests, and especially of 
the need to act. Intelligibility, from the point of 
view of science — though not necessarily from that 
of philosophy, which takes a wider outlook — in- 
volves caloulahility ; and this in turn involves the 
elimination of ^ality, and its replacement by the 
quantitative. The world has to be mutilated and 
simplified, as we have seen, before science can deal 
quantitatively with it, and the formulation of 
laws is a means to this end. 

Physicists of the positivist and nominalist 
schools are inclined to see the sole function of law 
in economical or brief summarizing of past experi- 
ence: 

‘ To save the labour of mstruotdon and ol acquisition, conciae, 
abridged description is Bought. This is really all that natural 
laws are ’ (Mach, p. 103). 

According to this view, laws are conceptual de- 
scriptions of how things change, resumes of the 
routine of perceptions ; and the necessity which we 
associate with the conception of law is said to lie 
in the world of conceptions {e.g., in the theory of 
mechanics), and to he illogically transferred to the 
world of perception. The theory of knowledge of 
which this view (maintained, e.g., by Pearson in 
The Grammar of Science) is the outcome, is based 
upon a confounding of the two distinct senses 
home by the term ‘sensation,’ viz. (1) the object 
apprehended by sense, and (2) the process or act of 
conscious apprehension ; and it seems to many to 
be committed to idealism of the solipsistic type, 
through failing to recognize the important distinc- 
tion between individud or private experience and 


the universal experience due to intersubjective 
intercourse. 

On the other hand, it is maintained in some 
quarters that laws are explanations of the world 
rather than merely symbolical descriptions of 
experience. 

‘ Physico-meohanical laws are, as it were, the telescope of our 
spiritual eye, which can penetrate into the deepest night of 
time, past and to come’ (von Helmholtz, Pop. Lectures on 
Scientific Subjects, Eng. tr., London, 1893, i. 168). 

Laws analyze phenomena into their real elements, 
are universals (if hypothetical), and claim uni- 
versal validity. As a quality is an irrational surd, 
and as change is deemed inexplicable save as 
change of motion, laws aim at the establishment 
of purely quantitative relations; and the causal 
law, as used in science, approximates inevitably 
towards a statement of identity, expressed in 
equations. This view seems to mistake the abs- 
traction for the noumenal reality, and, in aiming 
at a realistic account of what goes on behind 
phenomenal appearance, to overreach itself and 
to leave us -witb a purely kinematic, and therefore 
a purely conceptual, world. Perhaps the failure 
of both these extreme types of doctrine as to the 
nature of law and of science in general indicates 
that ‘ law ’ is not an ultimate category, that the 
cosmos is not capable of being adequately or com- 
prehensively described or explained in terms of 
law, and that law itself has a teleological implica- 
tion as well as a teleological origin. 

Literature. — ^Besides the works referred to in the art. the 
following may be consulted : E. Meyerson, Identiti et rlalit^, 
Paris, 1912 ; A. Rey, La Thlorie de la physique, do. 1907 ; 
P. Duhem, La Thione physique: son dbjet et sa structure, do. 
1006 ; J. Ward, Jiaturaiism and Agnosticism^, London, 1003. 

F. E. Tennant. 

NATURAL RELIGION.~See ENLIGHTEN- 
MENT, Deism, Cambridge Platonists. 

NATURAL SELECTION.— See Evolution 
(Biological). 


NATURE. 


Primitive (J. A. MacCulloch), p. 201. 

American (J. N. B. Hewitt), p. 207. 

Babylonian. — See ‘ Semitic.’ 

Buddhist (L. DE la VALLfiE Poussin), p. 209. 

Celtic.— See Celts. 

Chinese.— See Cosmogony and Cosmology 
(Chinese). 

Christian (T. Eees), p. 210. 

Egyptian (J. Baikie), p. 217. 

Greek (L. E. Farnell), p. 221. 

Hebrew and Jewish. — See ‘ Semitic.’ 

NATURE (Primitive and Savage). — Whatever 
opinions may be held regarding the relation of 
animals to external nature, there can be no doubt 
that it has been an object of interest to man since 
his earliest existence as man. This is seen in the 
existence of so many myths regarding the pheno- 
mena of nature. These are found not only among 
savages, but in the lore of more civilized men, as 
well as in the mythologies of the higher religions. 
Everywhere man sought to know the origin of 
things, and suggested explanations for all the 
things which he observed, from the daily course of 
the sun in the heavens to the markings or colours 
of beast or bird. Sometimes he personalized the 
parts or phenomena of nature, i.e. regarded them 
as living beings.^ He also constantly tended to 
bring his divine or worshipful beings into relation 
with nature, whether as makers or creators of 
things, as the producers of, e.g., rain or thunder, 

1 This isdiCfereut from personiflcationfq.r.), the idea of a per- 
sonal being more or iess separate from that which he personihes. 


Hindu (A. S. Geden), p. 227. 

Japanese (M. Eevon), p. 233. 

Lettish, Lithuanian, and Old Prussian (E. 
^yELSFORD), p. 240. 

Muhammadan (D. S. Margoliouth), p. 242. 
Persian (E. Lehmann), p. 244. 

Roman (W. S. Fox), p. 244. 

Semitic (A. S. Carrier), p. 249. 

Slavic (E. M^elsford), p. 252. 

Teutonic (E. Welsford), p. 253. 


or as the ultimate destroyers of the world. The 
whole phenomenon of nature-worship in all its 
aspects shows again that man felt a strong bond 
uniting him to nature, which he sought either to 
strengthen or to loosen, according as he considered 
nature or the powers behind it friendly or hostile 
to him. The conditions of modem life are so 
different from those of the savage or of early man 
that we can with difficulty imagine what nature 
meant to them. Yet it must be obvious that men 
living in the closest touch with nature, immedi- 
ately exposed to its hazards or rigours, directly 
benefiting by its agencies, and depending upon it 
without any intermediate agent for shelter and 
food, must have been quickened by it and stirred 
by thoughts concerning it, such as are forei^ to 
more sophisticated life. To some extent this is 
also true of the peasant, with whom much of the 
earlier attitude persists and much of the older lore 
remains in spite of other influences at work upon 
him. The mythologies and the poetry of poly- 
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Laws state the relations of things, and these 
relations are generally believed to he constant. 
The validity of such belief cannot he demonstrated. 
It would require an a priori premiss, and none 
such is forthcoming. If flie principle of uniformity 
or the principle of induction could he demonstrated, 
such a premiss would lie to hand ; in the absence 
of demonstration for these principles, universal 
law remains a postulate to he applied tentatively 
and to he trusted with safety no further than it 
has been found to he verified, and every particular 
law expresses a probability. Some maintain that 
the greater the number of cases in which the 
principle of uniformity has been observed to hold, 
the greater is the probabili^ that it is universally 
true, and that the probability (in the subjective 
sense) amounts now to practical certainty ; others 
affirm that, unless uniformity be first presupposed, 
there is no basis for a theory of probability. 

In any case, such necessity as would characterize 
scientific law in the event of the principle of 
uniformity being valid would remain contingent. 
For before law can be universal, or the world 
completely calculable from its past states, it must 
be presupposed that the world is a closed system, 
with no interference from ^vithout. Such a 
negative cannot be proved. Hence the necessity 
of law would remain hypothetical. A law can 
never tell us positively what was or will be ; it 
can only tell us what wUl be, provided certain 
conditions are fulfilled, while we have no reason to 
assert that they will be fulfilled. 

3. Reign of law in the actual world. — The as- 
sumption of universal law, on the strength of such 
uniformity as we can observe, is the more plausible 
so long as we agree to regard the actual, concrete, 
sensible world as identical with the highly abstract 
and oonc^tual world to which advanced science 
refers. This plausibility diminishes, however, 
when necessary distinctions begin to be drawn 
between the two worlds just mentioned. If mathe- 
matical or quantitative laws seem to ‘apply’ 
absolutely to the world of science, this may be due 

E artly to the fact that the world of science has 
rst been clipped to suit the laws. And this 
would seem to be the case. In the first place, the 
phenomena with which science deals are not the 
concrete objects of sense-experience as such, but 
conceptual constructions ; the sun, e.g., is replaced 
by a perfect sphere or by a point. 

‘The law always contains less than the fact itself, because it 
does not reproduce the fact as a whole but only that aspect of 
it which is important for us, the rest bein^ either intentionally 
or from necessity omitted’ (E. Mach, Popular Scientifi: 
Lectures, Chicago, 1898, p. 193). 

So, if actuality ‘ obeys ’ law, it is yet more than 
the law, and the law does not exhaust the truth 
about it. There is more in the world of experi- 
ence than can be contained in concepts and laws, 
historical or irrational elements in knowledge and 
in being which cannot be expressed in symbolic 
science ; the world is not rationalizable without 
remainder: ‘reality is richer than thought,’ as 
Lotze often remarks. Science is not an adapta- 
tion of thought to things, exclusively; it is at 
least as much an adaptation of things to a par- 
ticular kind of thought. Science makes suitable 
assumptions at the beginning of its process of 
thought; it impoverishes reality in order to get 
under way at all ; it can proceed only by means of 
highly artificial manipulation of the residue of 
experience which it retains. Laws are after all 
our account of Nature’s doings or habits, not hers ; 
and in interpreting her exclusively in the light of 
them we may very easily perpetrate ‘the psycho- 
logist’s fallacy.’ If the world, as science has con- 
.stnicted it — and the world of science is undoubtedly 
a construction — were a realm of law, a closed 
•system, or a ‘block universe,’ the important 


question remains. What is the relation of this 
geometrical world, wherein all change is chan"e 
only of configimation and motion, to the actual 
world of experience? That the scientific schema- 
tism applies to it is at least partially true, for ex- 
perience has hitherto found it to be so. That the 
actual world is such a schematism, such a mechan- 
ism, and no more, is not there% proved. The 
whole structure of science, and the means by 
which it has put together its law-governed, largely 
conceptual, and symbolic world, show that there 
is at least room for escape from any such view. 
And this brings us to the question of the meta- 
physical and theological interpretation of the fact 
that Nature seems to be more or less a realm of 
law. 

4, Metaphysical and theological interpretation 
of the reign of law. — Various views on this 
question can here be but briefly indicated, without 
discussion. 

Finality cannot be philosophically reached until 
the problem of our Knowledge of the external 
world is solved. Much depends on whether the 
realistic or the idealistic theory of perception of 
physical reality is valid. The issue is also depen- 
dent on whether a pluralistic or a theistie view of 
the world can be established. 

Thus, if the primary properties of matter be 
alone ‘real,’ and if they are perceived ‘diaphan- 
ously,’ if, further, mind, includmg logically ordered 
thought, can be regarded as caused or determined 
by matter in motion, then it would seem to follow 
that the world is a mechanism behaving according 
to necessary relations between its elements, a realm 
of rigid law, of complete calculability._ If, on the 
other hand, there is no ultimate duality between 
the subject and object of experience, either apart 
from the other being a mere abstraction, and if 
real activity belongs to the subject, then it is easy 
to con "—-" i.---..’- ij -i-?-!. -«»>- 

formit 

spirit vj — , — ........ 

who ‘geometrizes,’ and which, if there be not such 
an Intelligence behind it, is intelligent itself. 
From this point of view, spiritualistic pluralism 
and theistie monism remain as alternatives. Ac- 
cording to the former of these theories, the con- 
formity of Nature to law would be the expression 
of habit, of behaviour consolidated into routin^ on 
the part of the monads or spiritual units of which 
the world is composed, and would constitute Nature 
as naturata, in contrast with the new beginnmg^ 
or incalculable activities not as yet crystaffized 
into consilient habits — Natura naturans. TheiOT 
is consistent with such pluralism, save that the 
plurality would be regarded as not absolute, put 
as embraced by one supreme Being_ giving a unity 
to the whole which the partly clashing intereste or 
the many would not completely achieve. 1^ this 
case Nature’s uniformity would ultimately be the 
expression of what Leibniz called coustume c 
Dteu, a system of law capable of being altered py 
Him, a system by Him and for Him. The necessi y 
in law would be rational necessity, not an exhim- 
tion of bUnd fate ; laws of Nature would be, as 
Newton and Berkeley held, thoughts of God. as 
teleology denotes expression of purpose, a "ivorm 
characterized by such complete determination m 
is contemplated in ideal science (science as con- 
ceived by Kant) would be perfectly consistent 
ivith teleology, and a system of law merelj 
means to the attainment of a divine end. 

5. The functions of ‘laws’ in science.— A rev 

words remain to be said with regard to the pu 
poses which the discovery and use of laws are -ai 
to fulfil in the natural sciences. . „„„rcp 

The conception of natural law is, of course, 
teleological, and is derived from that of J 
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volcano or eartliej^ualce, the scorching sun, the 
river drowning him, the lightning striking him, 
the storm destroying him. Others seemed to be 
watching him — ^trees must often have suggested 
this, or a jutting mass of rock, or the surrounding 
hills.* Some made strange noises as if of vague 
speech — the trees creaked and groaned, the wind 
sighed or roared in the forest or the mountain- 
gorge, the river and the waves made various audible 
soimds. These were more or less the thinm which 
man himself did ; in these nature was like him. 
He moved, acted, spoke, and cried ; he was some- 
times kindly disposed ; he could kill and destroy ; 
some men had a strange aspect ; some of them 
towered above their fellows. All this gave a more 
or less clear idea of the aliveness of nature or of 
many of its parts, not necessarily to all men 
directly, but to the more thoughtful of them, and 
it issued in a crude personalization. Man could 
regard nature only as in relation with himself, 
and those parts of it in which he was more imme- 
diately interested, or with which he was more 
directly in contact, would first be assumed to be 
alive. To the forest-dweller the trees by which he 
was surrounded would be all-important, or the 
river which swept through the forest. To the 
dweller in more open country other objects would 
be more immediately important — sun and moon, 
wind, lightning and thunder. Mountains or the 
sea would appeal more directly to those who 
dwelt among or near them. The priority of the 
greater or the lesser powers of nature in appealing 
to man would entirely depend upon his environ- 
ment, so that it is impossible to say which of these 
came first 'in importance. This is not sufficiently 
taken into accoiint by those who theorize upon 
this subject.® 

The idea that man, animals, the objects or forces 
of nature, were aUve, could do things, acted in this 
way or that, suggested that all had power or, per- 
haps, were powers.® There might oe, however, 
two kinds of power— that which is seen in ordinary 
actions and that seen in unusual or extraordinary 
actions beyond man’s ordinary power or the 
common processes of nature. Both, but the latter 
especially — the supernatural, so to speak — ^might 
be conceived in time as potential in all things. It 
was not always being put forth, but it might flash 
out at any moment. This in turn gave rise to the 
conception of a universal impersonal power or 
storehouse of power pervading all nature, and of 
which all things, all persons, have less or more. 
It is the source of that power as existing in persons 
and things. To it, however, in turn certain anthro- 
pomorphic attributes may be ascribed, approxi- 
mating to the personal. It is on the border-land 
between the impersonal and the personal. But we 
must not forget that these conceptions are thmgs 
of long growth and have a long history behind. 
Though they are found among various savage 
peoples as a loud of metaphysical notions, they 
obviously involve long ages of reflexion. They 
could not have been evolved before men had had a 
long experience of innumerable concrete mstances, 
and they cannot be adduced as explaining the 
origins of nature-worship, although they may have 
modified its history. 

These conceptions are seen in various degrees in the mana of 
the Melanesians ond Polynesians — on impersonal force manifest- 
ing itself in ghosts, spirits, some men, and certain things ; < the 
Annamese tinh — the force existing in nil persons and thingB, 


without which they could not exist, of which some have more, 
some less, ond which is nevertheless independent of them ;i the 
Tlingit j/tt— the store of supernatural (not ordinary) power ns it 
manifests itself in objects of nature or men, such manifestation 
being conceived personally as that of a spirit the Iroquois 
orcnda — power existing potentinliy and universally in men, 
animals, things ; s the Omaha wakanda — invisible and continu- 
ous life permeating all things, causing motion and giving per- 
manency of form, e.g,, to mountains, rivers, animals, men, 
impersonal yet having in its entirety attributes of an almost 
personal kind ; * the Algonguin manitu — an omnipresent 
property manifesting itself variously and awaking everywhere a 
sense of mystery the mulungu of the Taos — a sort of super- 
normal power, y universal agency in all things, the agent in 
mysterious actions or beings, impersonal, yet sometimes re- 
garded as a person or even as the eqidvalent of God.6 For a 
full discussion of these sea B. E. Marett, The Threshold of Jte- 
ligion, London, 1909 ; E. S. Hartland, Rilualand, Belief, p. 36 if.; 
F. Bouvier, Animisme,prianimisme, religion JPnris,1911 ; and, 
more briefly, J. E. Carpenter, Comparative Religion, London, 
n.d. ri91SJ, p. 80 ff. See also artt. Maka, Masitu, Orenda. 

Though these conceptions are not ‘ primitive,’ it 
is obvious that they point to an earlier stage when 
all objects in nature which came into man’s pur- 
view were endowed, as he or the animals were, 
with life or the potencies of life and action. An- 
other series of beliefs, the result of a long process 
of evolution, and probably proceeding in some 
cases alongside the growth of the wakanda group 
of conceptions, is that summed up comprehensively 
as animism, Man discovered that one main source 
of his ‘aliveness,’ his power of acting, was the 
fact that, besides a body which was alive, he pos- 
sessed a spirit or soul which was now regarded as 
th e anim ating cause of his being. Hence it was ea^ 
for him to suppose that animals and natural objects 
of aU kinds were also animated by soul or spirit.® 

This was already noticed by an observer of savages In the 17th 
century. Le Jeune says : ' Les sauvages so persuadent que non 
seulement les hommes et les autres animaux, mats aussi que 
toutes les autres choses sont anim^es ’ (Jfefafiims de la Nouvelle 
France, Paris, 1636, p. 109). Similarly E. im Thum says that, 
according to the Indians of Guiana, men, animals, plants, rocks, 
stones, waterfalls, streams, etc., are aU alike animated by a 
spirit {Among the Indians of Guiana, London, 1883, p. 8B0). 

Some of the beliefs of the mana type are more or 
less parallel to animism, and now and then they 
seem almost to pass over to it. The Tlingit yw 
manifests itself in a multiplicity of objects at once 
as supernatural energy and as spirit, so that there 
are innumerable yek. The Battak think of tondi 
as a reservoir of life-power which pours down into 
men, animals, and plants in various degrees, as 
well as into inanimate objects. It gives to the 
body energy for thought, will, feeling; it can 
leave the body in dreams, and finally departs at 
death. It is thus not a little like the spirit or 
soul, yet it is differentiated from the shadow, 
double, or self, the hequ. Tondi here resembles the 
Annamese tinh, while hegu is equivalent to the 
Annamese khi, a kind of soul present in all things 
and persons, and a second condition of existence. 
Thus some conceptions of the mana class tend to 
be the equivalent of the second soul as believed in 
by many savages. 

Now, it is one aspect of the animistio belief as 
far as men’s souls are concerned that they can leave 
their bodies temporarily, as in sleep, and finally at 
death. This temporary exit of the soul must also 
have been believed of the souls of natural objects, 
while, where any natural object ceased to exist— 
e.g., when a tree died or a well was dried up— its 
soul might become altogether detached. Hence 
the spirit animating the sun, mountain, river, or 
tree might he regarded apart from these — a sun- 
spirit, mountain-spirit, tree-spirit. Again, men’s 
souls became ghosts, and ghosts were apt to become 


iGi.EREvia. 863a. 

'■i See F. Max Muller, Lectures on the Origin and Grototh of 
Religion {HL), London, 1878 ; E. von Hartmann, System der 
Philosophie in Grundriss, Saohsa, 1907-09, vii. 'Eeligions- 
philosopbie ’ ; A. Eiville, Sist. dei religions : Les Religions des 
peuples non-civilisis, Paris, 1883, li. 225 £t. ; ol. E. S. Hartland, 
Ritual and Belief, London, 1914, p. 28 f. 

3 Of. ERE ii. S65b. 

4 B. H. Codrington, The Melanesians, Oxford, 1891, p. 118 H. 


1 P. Giran, Magic et religion annamites, Paris, 1912, p. 21 L 
3 J. E. Swanton, SS RBFW (1903], p. 452 0. 

3 J. N. B. Hevrttt, American Anthropologist, new ser., Iv. 
[1902] 38. 

4 A. O. Fletcher and F. Lo Flesche, 27 RBEW [1911], pp. 134, 
5970. 

a W. Jones, JAFL xviii. [1905] 183 0. 

3 A. Hetherwick, JAI xxxii. [1902] 94. 

1 See AsniisM ; PCt i. 4250. 
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theistic races of a higher type are rich in evidence 
of the love, respect, or fear of man for nature. 
Poetry everywhere has found in nature some of 
the most valuable sources of its inspiration and 
subjects^ of its interpretation. It teems with 
descriptions of nature, or with analogies drawn 
from its workings or its scenes. Sometimes, -with 
more mystical writers, it regards nature as a 
symbol of spiritual verities, ‘a living garment of 
God.’ So,_ too, philosophy and science have sought 
to pierce its secrets, or phOosophy, joining hands 
with religion, has sometimes regarded it as divine 
or a mode of the divine existence. Theistic thought 
has always shown the keenest interest in nature, 
as even a superficial acqiuaintance with the OT 
or mth modem Christian thought would show. 
Nature’s attraction for men is, in fact, perennial, 
whether as a. thing of beauty, a restful consoler of 
heart and mind, a suggestive symbol, or a bafBing 
mystery. They iviU go to it directly or they will 
study it under the guidance of an Emerson or a 
Wordsworth — the greatest of all those who have 
entered reverently into its inmost sanctuary. 

1. TheoriM of nature-worship. — The subject of 
this article is in the main that of nature and its 
phenomena as objects of worship to savage and to 
more civilized men. There is no doubt that nature- 
worship is a thing of very ancient date, and that it 
has entered largely into most forms of religion 
and continued to affect those which sought to 
shake themselves free of its influence. Some, 
indeed, have held that nature-worship, in some 
shape or form, was the earliest aspect of reli^on. 
But, quite apart from what may be said on the 
side of animism as one of the origins of reli^on — 
though this is now more and more set aside — it is 
hardly likely that the pardiicular forma of nature- 
worship claimed as the beginnings of religion or 
the reasons alleged for regarding them as worship- 
ful hy such writers as Max Miiller or von Hartmann 
are true to fact. It is impossible for any one to 
tell what was man’s religion in the very beginning, 
but man may have had religious aspirations or 
may have worshipped gods before he turned to 
nature as the source of worshipful objects or as 
affording satisfaction to his deeper long^gs. The 
high gods of even the lowest savages do not appear 
to be dependent on nature or to have been evolved 
from a personification of any part of nature or 
from nature-spirits. They appear to be ‘older 
than any beast-god or god of thenatural elements.’ * 
Pnluga, the Andaman high god, invisible, im- 
mortal, and the cause of all things, lives in the 
sky, and thunder is his voice, yet there is nothing 
to show that he is a personification of one or the 
other.® This is also true of the Australian high 
gods, who also are sky-dwellers. Indeed, such 
races as these can hardly be said to worship nature 
at all.® Certainly they do not worship the sky, 
and, though they have sun- and moon-myths in 
plenty, and though sun and moon are personified, 
they are not worshipped. The Fuegians know of a 
being described as ‘ a great black man . . . wander- 
ing about the woods and mountains,’ who is aware 
of man’s conduct and punishes certain wrong 
actions, but he does not appear to be a nature- 
spirit.^ Even the evil spirits of the woods and of 
the sea and their progeny known to the Anda- 
manese seem to be dwmlers in those regions, not 
personifications of them.® They are not propiti- 
ated, and are self-created and immortal, and inde- 

1 A. Lang, JUyUt, Ritual, and Religion^, London, 1906, it 
210 . 

: E. H. Man, JAI ili. [18S3] 16S ; cl. art Ahdjuuss, } 3 , for 
Puluga as tandamentally a storm-god. 

3 See God (Primitive and Savage). 

•I R. ntrroy, iiarratice of the Voyagee of the Adventure and 
BengSe, London, 1839, ii. 180. 

a iian, p. 169. 


pendent of Puluga. Among the Veddas, another 
low race, there is nothing but a cult of ancestral 
ghosts, or yaku, sometimes vaguely attached to 
forest-glades, rocks, and hiU-tops, but not derived 
from these. Sun, moon, and heavenly bodies are 
not worshipped, though the former are persond- 
ized,® Indeed, it is but rarely that among the 
lowest savages a direct worship of nature can be 
found, the reverence for the creative being or the 
cult of ghosts existing instead. There are excep- 
tions, as with the Bushmen, who, besides knoiving 
and praying to Cagn, the creator, addressed also 
the sun, moon, and stars,® and the Hottentots, who, 
besides a cult of divine beings, known as Tsui 
Goab and Heitsi Eibib, and of ancestors, have cere- 
monies at new and full moon and at the rising 
of the Pleiades, and offer ‘religious honours and 
invocations’ to the moon.® Again, the cult of 
ghosts and ancestors may exist apart from nature- 
worship, and owes nothing to it, though it may 
influence it in various ways (§ 2) ; ana, though 
tribal or tutelary gods may sometimes be nature- 
powers, this is by no means always the case. 
Nature- worship is, in fact, but one of several forms 
of religion, and it is not necessarily the earliest or 
antecedent form. 

2. Origin of nature-worship. — In considering 
the origin of nature-worship, it may be well to 
dismiss from our minds theories of animism or of 
maria. The objects or powers of nature— rivers, 
mountains, thunder, wind — as first viewed by man 
were or possessed, in his view, exactly what he 
himself was or possessed, whether that was mana, 
soul, or neither. They were simply regarded as 
alive in the sense in which he regarded himself as 
being. This must be the answer to the question. 
How did man regard nature and natural objects 
and forces around him? He knew himself alive, a 
being or person, one who moved and acted, who 
did things, and he probably saw in the things 
around him, especially in those which moved or 
did things, or in those which in any way suggested 
life, a reflexion of his own personality, greater or 
less. The things around him had varying capabili- 
ties, varying spheres of action, where action was 
concerned. Some were in motion — the river, the 
clouds, the sun and moon, the trees swayed by the 
wind. Some were vast entities — a huge tree, a 
broad river, a high mountain, _ Some were of 
strange, abnormal aspect — certain trees or rooks 
may have an unusual form, and it is certain that 
such things have a great attraction for the savage 
mind.* Some acted or did things— the clouds 
poured down rain, the trees shed their leaves, or 
brought forth these and fruits, the earth produced 
vegetation, the thunder rolled and crashed, the 
lightning darted and shone, the sun gave light and 
heat, the mountain seemed to cast down stones 
and rocks in the avalanche. Some seemed benm 
ficial to man, for it was inevitable that man should 
regard what he obtained from nature in the light 
of gifts or benefits to himself — earth was the pro- 
ducer, the trees bore him fruifj the sun and the fire 
gave warmth, thunder and rain broke up drough^ 
sun, rain, and earth caused growth, sun and ^vind 
dried up floods, sun and moon gave light, the sea, 
lake, and river were sources of food, the tree and 
the cave offered shelter. Others, again, seemed 
hostile to man ; at least they often caused great 
injury to him — the avalanche, the falling tree, the 

I O. G. and B. Z. Belignmnn, The Veddas, Oamtridge, 1911, 
pp. 140 144. 

3 J. ji. oinen. Cape Monthlg ilagazine, Jnly 1874, cltrf in 
% H. 38 : W. H. I. Bleek, A Brief Account of Bushman Folk- 

62, 81, etc. ; P 
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ST. Hahn, Tsum-Goam, London, 1831, pp. C2, 81, ew. ; r 
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^See ilosBTERS ; and cf. H. Spencert remarks on 'teratism, 
in Principles of Soeiologp, London, 1876, i. SIS. 



NATUBB (Primitive and Savage) 


205 


Btars are the eyes of the dead (Hottentots), their souls (Eskimos, 
Persians, Vedio Indians), or human beings transformed, myth 
and belief show that they are often regarded as living beings 
with human characteristics (cf. Lang, Custom and Ifjilh, 
London, 1884, p. 121 ff.)- Trees, again, as most generally bene- 
ficent, their fruit a staple of life, themselves things which 
showed growth, dying down in winter and reviving in spring, 
would easily be regarded as alive and worshipped as such. 
The influence of animism, however, has generally obscured 
this, and we hear mainly of tree-spirits or deities of grove or 
forest. Magical rites connected with trees perhaps continue 
the older train of thought 

Where sun, moon, mountain, tree, etc., are thus 
personalized, regarded as living and acting, they 
can hardly he conceived as other than anthropo- 
morpliic personalities, because man knows no other 
personality than his own. They may, however, be 
conceived as animals, since these may be regarded 
by man as a kind of persons. Thunder was con- 
ceived by the American Indian tribes as a bird — the 
thunder-bird, with a human face and a nose like 
an eagle’s bill, according to the Dakotas.^ Rivers, 
perhaps because of their sinuous gliding motion, 
are sometimes conceived as snakes. But, when 
they are thus personalized, there arises the possi- 
bility of an inevitable if gradual separation of the 
sun, moon, or mountain person from the actual 
sun, moon, or mountain. He becomes a sun-, moon-, 
or mountain-god — a separate personification of 
these natural objects. This might happen quite 
apart from animism. The Maruts, Helios, or the 
earth-mother might be winds, the sun, or the earth 
regarded as persons, or personifications of the 
•winds, the sun, and the earth, with these as their 
vehicles or symbols, their spheres of action. This 
process of separating a nature divinity from the 
object ■with which he was once identified or which 
was he, was one which might occur independently 
of animism, but which woidd be aided and hastened 
by it. We now consider animism in its relation to 
nature-worship. 

When man came to realize that he had a soul or 
spirit, it was natural to attribute the possession of 
such a spirit to the objects around him, regarded 
already as living beings, and some of them already 
for him objects of worship. Now, when any object 
is thought to have a superabundance of maTta — 
which is often itself regarded as ‘ supernatural ’ — 
or where it is possessed of a spirit, there is an 
added inducement to worship it, mainly because 
the range of its activities is increased. Hence 
both these conceptions, but especially the latter, 
have greatly developed certain forms of worship 
and have also given rise to other forms of worship 
or belief — ghost- worship and the worship of spirits 
or powers connected ivith nature, or the belief in 
these. As far as animism is concerned, it begins 
with attributing to all objects in nature — sun, 
moon, stars, rivers, lakes, the sea, trees, stones, 
clouds, winds — a soul or spirit, the animating 
power of these objects which have already been 
personalized.® This is a practically universal 
doctrine,® and it has influenced all later forms of 
religion. But, as it was thought that souls could 
leave human bodies temporarily or permanently, 
it is obvious that this would also apply to all 
natural objects animated by souls., Souls could 
exist apart from bodies, either after death, as 
wandering spirits or ghosts, or in the other world, 
or, as was often thought, they had a separate exist- 
ence before being incarnated in human bodies. 
What applied to human souls would also apply 
to souls animating objects of nature. They might 
• come to be regarded as having a separate life of 

1 H. R. Schoolcraft, Indian Tribes, Philadelphia, 1853-57, ill. 
48C ; F. 8. Dellenbaugh, North Americans of Yesterday, New 
York, 1901, p. 393. 

^ Proof of this need not be given. Reference maybe mode to 
PO* ; Lang, Myth, llitual, and Helxgion'^ ; and the artt. Amuism, 
Ainos, Annam, Dk-sfis, Laos, etc. 

s An exception is found in Melanesia, according to Codring- 
ton. p. 123. 


their own, though still more or less connected with 
these objects. At the same time, the more purely 
animistic theory might still continue. What is 
certain is that in many quarters there is a belief 
in natiure-spirits, spirits haunting trees, forests, 
mountains, rivers, etc., using these as a dwelling- 
place, but not animating them in the sense in 
which a soul animates a body. We can hardly 
doubt that the one belief is dependent on the 
other, and, in fact, it is often difficult to see where 
the dividing-line between the two lies, though 
many spirit groups associated with some part of 
nature tend to become independent of it. It is 
nevertheless the case that animism let loose the 
crowd of spirits with which man’s world is haunted, 
whether tnese were ghosts of men or spirits of 
nature. The spirit, or mimen, animating a tree, 
a river or any part of it, a mountain or its gorges 
and rocks, would tend to become a spirit more or 
less separable from the river, tree, etc. Since 
there are many trees, and since various parts of a 
river or mountain are apt to be personalized, the 
result would be a number of spirits connected with 
these objects or dwelling in them, but liable to 
appear apart from them and often to assume a 
distinct form. Examples of such spirits are the 
nats, which, according to the Burmese, dwell in 
trees, the toh, which the pagan tribes of Borneo 
believe to infest rivers, forests, mountains, the 
sea, the similar nature - haunting supernatural 
beings of the Haidas, the vuis of the Melanesians,* 
the immense variety of river, or wood, or mountain 
spirits, demons, or genii thought to exist at all 
levels of civilization. Some of these are envisaged 
in grotesque or horrible forms ; some in graceful 
guise, like the nymphs or naiads of Greece. But 
they are generally malevolent, and man seeks to 
propitiate them by prayer, offerings, and other 
rites. In some cases such spirits may be derived 
from human ghosts or these may mingle with 
actual nature-spirits, but more often the latter 
are quite independent of any ghostly ancestry. 

Sometimes these groups of vague spirits are 
assumed to have a chief or chiefs, on the analogy 
of human society, and these may in time become 
personal divinities of some department of nature ; 
or the host of spirits may be concentrated in indi- 
•vidual gods of the forest, the rivers, or the moun- 
tains, with definite personal names ; or the vague 
numen, or spirit, of a great forest, river, or moun- 
tain may develop into a great god, whose province 
is the rule over all forests, rivers, and mountains 
— departmental gods and sometimes creators of 
the objects which they rule (e.p., the Vedic Indra, 
associated with thunder and storms, or Vayu -ivith 
winds, the Polynesian Tane Mahuta, maker and 
lord of trees and forests, and a host of others) ; or, 
again, where there was but one object of the kind 
in nature — sky, sun, moon, earth, or sea — the 
numen of these would become a personified god, 
ruling them and more or less associated with 
them. This separation of a god from the personal- 
ized object has already been regarded as a possi- 
bility apart from animism. In any case such gods 
tend to become more and more separate from the 
objects which were their source, more and more 
anthropomorphic, yet lofty divine beings, ruling 
the sun, moon, sicy, earth, or sea; hence the 
number of such gods separate from, yet connected 
in some way ■with, these natural objects, which are 
found in all polytheistic religions. Such are earth- 
divinities like the Greek Demeter, the great goddess 
of the Semiticand Mediterranean races, the Teutonic 
Hertha, Tari Pennu of the Khonds ; the sky-gods 
like Zeus among the Greeks, the Babylonian Ann, 

I ERE iii. 23“, vi. 473* ; 0. Hose and W. McDonrall, The 
Pagan Tribes of Borneo, London, 1912, U. 23; Codrinirton, 
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demons and -wandering malignant spirits. And, if 
spirits of natural objects -vvere capable of finally 
leaving them, this might be the source of the 
belief m spirits haunting departments of nature, 
each group more or less attached to these — ^^vander- 
ing spirits of the forests, of the streams, of the 
mountain-gorge — and generally evilly-disposed to 
men, in this resembling most -wandering ghosts. 
Such spirits are often ghosts of the dead, or are 
connected -with them, but not invariably so The 
spirit of a man killed or drowned at a certain place 
might be supposed to haunt it, and -Nvould tend to 
be regarded as a local spirit. The forest- and 
water-spirits of the Finns are spirits of the dead, 
and the idffins of the Buriats — lords of localities 
and of the phenomena of nature— are deified human 
spirits.^ These must be regarded, however, as 
occasional, not as general, instances. 

But, before the phenomena or objects of nature 
were regarded either as possessing mana or as 
animated by souls, it is certain that they were 
worshipped. We have already seen how many 
human traits were ascribed to them by man, 
although they were ob-viously a different land of 
beings from himself and his fellows, and this as 
well as the relation in which they stood to man — 
benefiting him or doing him harm — led man to try 
to come into personal relation with them and pre- 
pared the way for their worship. If man believed 
that a tree could give him food or a river could 
drown him, and that these were li-ving beings 
whose actions expressed their attitude to him, it 
was easy for him to show his gratitude to the one 
or to deprecate the -violence of the other by 
acts or words Avhich were acts or words of 
worship, however crude and elementary. But, 
further, many of the phenomena or objects of 
nature were clearly greater, stronger, and stranger 
than man. They were also more crafty and pos- 
sessed of mysterious force, which, generally q^uies- 
cent, might dart forth at any moment to spread 
havoc. A tree suddenly crashed down, lightning 
hashed forth, the tornado whirled in its devastating 
course, the river rushed along in flood. All these 
incidents, which meant so much more to one dwell- 
ing in the midst of nature than to more sophisti- 
cated and protected men, must have had the efiect 
of making man believe that nature was full of 
strange powers, which, while some of them seemed 
kindly disposed, might be erratic in their action or 
even consistently hostile. Now, man, surrounded 
by human beings, some of whom are toendly, 
others doubtful in their attitude, others hostile, 
-will cultivate friendship with the first, and, if he is 
not strong enough to overcome the two last, -will 
deprecate their anger or violence by a submissive 
attitude or by gifts, unless he tries to get the better 
of them by stealth. His friendly or deprecatory 
actions are not worship, though they might become 
so if the men in question were regarded as di-vine. 
This forms an analogy to man in his relation to 
the powers of nat-ure. His actions -with regard to 
these are friendly, deprecatory, or propitiatory, 
and, since they are actions towards beings like yet 
difierent f rom himself and more and more regarded as 
‘ supernatural,’ they tend to become acts of worship. 
And perhaps, where man tries to force the hand of 
such stronger powers by acts of a stealthy, cunning 
nature, we have the beginnings of magic. It 
should also be remembered that, if man had already 
conceived beings of the nature of the high gods of 
the lowest savages, and had bowed before them in 
crude religions respect, a-we, or -worship, this would 
be easily transferred to the personalized powers and 
objects of nature. Here, then, we have the begin- 
nings of the worship of nature. But with the 
growth, on the one hand, of the idea that these 
1 See ERE vi. 24», iU. Tb. 


living beings in nature had wMna, or supernatural 
powers, or, on the other hand, of the idea that they 
were animated by spirits, a great impulse ivas 
inevitably given to the development of nature- 
worship. For now the force possessed by these 
beings was raised to a more mysterious and awe- 
some height, and, again, the way was open for a 
crowd of detached spirits to throng every part of 
nature or for greater divinities to emerge from 
nature, to take at once evermore anthropomorphic 
and more divine forms, while never losing touch 
with it. Moreover, quite apart from the satis- 
fying of man’s temporal needs, he quite probably 
wished to get into relation with these nature- 
beings because they seemed to offer satisfaction to 
his dim religious or moral sense or his vague intel- 
lectual needs. Man associated himself with these 
beings for these ends instinctively rather than by 
way of reasoned and conscious motives.^ And 
doubtless in the end this was the - most important 
reason of all. 

3 . Varieties of nature-gods and -spirits, — The 
influence of animism or of mana conceptions as 
well as the growth of the idea of natural objects or 
powers as personalities has largely obliterated tlie 
more primitive -view of these as being simply alive ; 
but traces of it are still to be noted, especially in 
mythology, which is so often conservative of older 
strata of belief and thought. This is seen especi- 
ally in myths about the sun and moon. These 
are often regarded as husband and wife (Ainus), 
-with the stars as their children (Dravidians, Anda- 
manese) ; they are said to have descended to earth to 
rescue a persecuted step-daughter (Buriats) ; or the 
sun rises from his mother, the earth, in the morning 
and returns to her at night as her husband (Indo- 
! nesians). Other examples may be seen in the artt. 
i Eaeth, Eakth-Gods ,* Mountains, Mountain- 
Gods.® The cult of actual nature-powers or objects 
considered as personal beings is found sporadically 
not only in the lower culture, but also amidst the 
more developed religious ideas of higher races. 

Examples of this ore found in the -Vedic hymns, where also 
n much higher view prevails. Bivers are addressed ns ‘ mothers ’ 
and • protectors,’ and prayers are offered to the mountains, to 
the sun, to winds, and to the earth. Traces of such ‘ animatisra ’ 
occur in Greek religion — the worship of rivers or of the sun ns 
such. In Egj-pt Seb, the embodiment of the earth, bears evi- 
dence of having once been the earth sons phrase, while even 
the monotheistic worship of Aten was a worship of the energies 
of the sun, and the myth and cult of Ka show how the sun bad 
once been personalized. A cult of the sun can also be seen 
behind the cult of sun-gods with the ancient Arabs, in modern 
Hindu rites, and among many Dravidian tribes ; and, indeed, 
this is true wherever the sun is personified as a god (see artt. 
Bbnosl, Berae, Berbers, Beahuanisu, Dravidiaks, Hubo.v, 
hkVTs). The moon was worshipped as such by Dravidians and 
Hottentots, personified by the Lapps, and rerarded as an old man 
or a hunter by the Central Americana and the Eskimos. Earth 
as a fruitful mother is worshipped by many races, and the cult 
is oftenpaid directly to the earth even when a personified earth- 

f oddess is known. Bivers are often worshipped as such — e.ff., 
y the Celts (?.v.), who regarded them as divine or as fertile 
mothers, while in Egypt the Nile was worshipped M a man. 
More usually, however, the cult developed into one paid to gods 
or spirits of rivers. Again, though mountain-gods or -spirits 
are often worshipped, mountains themselves are still regarded 
as divine and worshipful, as myth and cult show (see Moubtaisb, 
Moustaik-Gods, 5 i). Specially among the American Indian 
tribes, where the winds are presided over by gods, they them- 
selves or the quarters whence they blow are venerated ns rain- 
bringers or controllers of the harvest (see ERE i. 253, SSI**), 
Just as behind the personified winds of the Greeks (Boreas, 
.lEolus, etc.) and the Vedic Vayu and the Maruts (the storm- 
winds or gods of these) lurk the winds themselves. Fire ns a 
leaping, devouring thing, but also as giving heat, would easily 
be conceived ns living and itself divinized. In many passages 
where the Vedic Agni is referred to it is difficult to say whether 
the actual fire or its personification as a god is intended. Like 
the earth, the sea has a double aspect. There are sea-gods, but 
the sea itself is a great being, feared by men yet also beneficent 
and worshipped, while even the personified sea-god Issometimes 
spoken of as the sea itself, ns when the Celtic sea-god Manannan 
is identified with a great wave {Bodleian Dinnsenchas, j 40 : 
cf. RCel xii. [1S9I] 105). Apart altogether from the belief that 


1 Cf. A. Menzies, Bist. of Religion*, London, 1911, p. 4? J- 
R Cf. also the chapter on ‘ Nature Myths,' In Lang, i. 122 u. 
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regarded as the work of- savage man’s high gods 
(see God [Primitive and Savage]), beings like him- 
self, only bigger, more powerful, more crafty, who 
‘ made things,’ as he himself did ; or the work is 
sometimes assigned to any prominent object in 
nature regarded as a living being — t.g,, the sun or 
moon ; again, even while the personalization of 
things in nature is most active, they are sometimes 
connected with what seems to be their source, and 
derived from some being dwelling in that source. 
The sea or a divine old woman living in the sea 
(Eskimos) sends storms ; rain comes from the sky 
or from a god or beings dwelling there (Dengdit in 
Dinka belief, Mura-Murain Dieri belief) ; thunder, 
the avalanche, or the flood might be regarded as 
caused by some being or beings behind nature, 
acting freakishly, as man himself often did. Such 
a method of thought is seen clearly at work where 
the spirits or forces supposed to animate things or 
phenomena are coming to be separable from them, 
or where the separation is complete and they are 
personifications of these. Then they have complete 
control of them — the spirit or god of storms sends 
storms, that of the river drowns men, that of agri- 
culture causes growth. These are so many mani- 
festations of the power and presence of such gods 
and spirits. Similarly the diffused supernatural 
power believed in by the Tlingits {yclt) manifests 
itself locally as spirit in natural objects, animals, 
etc. 

‘The sky spirit Is the ocean of supernatural energy as it 
manifests itself in the sky, the sea ^irit as it manifests itself in 
the sea, the bear spirit as it manifests itself in the bear, the 
rock spirit as it manifests itself in the rook.’ t 

Nature, in fact, is very apt to suggest to man 
either its own activity or the presence of a god or 
spirit, just as caves, trees, springs, or mountains 
were regarded as manifestations of deity — ^the 
h'dXim — by the Canaanites, or as the rainbow is 
thought to be the bow and thunder the voice of 
Mulungu of the Yaos, or a violent wind or whirl- 
wind is so often supposed to be the vehicle of male- 
volent deities or demons or supernatural beings of 
some kind. Nature is so personal to man that he 
easily fills it with personal presences — embodiments 
of its parts — of woods, streams, or hills. 

‘ Ho who wanders in the woods perceives how natural it wos 
to pagan imagination to find gods in every deep grove and by 
each fountain bead. Nature seems to him not to be silent but 
to be eager and striving to break out into music. Each tree, 
flower, and stone, ho invests with life and character ; and it is 
impossible that the wind— which breathes so expressive a sound 
among the leaves— should mean nothing.’^ 

How much more is this true of those things which 
suggested vast, superhuman, mysterious power — 
thunder, lightning, tempest, the waterfall, the 
roaring flood. These were easily personalized, or 
regarded as evidences of divine worldng,* 

4. Man and the processes of nature. — As man 
was so dependent on nature for food as well as for 
other things, it was inevitable that he should come 
to think that he could aid its processes, so that 
these should work smoothly and produce a super- 
abundance of results, or assist the gods or spirits 
of nature in their working. The sun might be 
strengthened for its work, the rain made to fall, 
storms driven away, the fertility of the earth 
augmented, the life of plants or trees stimulated, 
or the powers or gods behind these aided. The 
rites by which these ends were supposed to be 
attained are of a vast variety, and in the main 
belong to the province of magic (g.v.), though 
they have also a constant religious reference, and 
such religious rites as sacrifice and prayer enter 
largely into these magical actions. But what man 
did first as a means of assisting processes which lay 
outside his power came in time to be regarded as 
necessary to them. The powers of nature, its gods 

1 Swanton, p. 451. 

2 Joumrtte of /?. TT. Emerf^on^ London. 1909, i. 146. 

3 Cf. the Indo'Chinese lightning-god, ERE vii. 2S0». 


or spirits, came to be regarded as dependent upon 
the magical rites which men performed. This 
subject has already been considered in the art. 
Magic, but it shows how closely man considers 
himself to be related to the nature which every- 
where surrounds him and to the powers which 
animate or control it. 

See also the artt. Animals; Earth, Earth- 
Gods ; Mountains, Mountain - Gods ; Sun ; 
Water, Water-Gods. 

Lttkratdre. — S ee the sections on nature-worship in most 
manuals or works on the history of religion, also works on 
native tribes and races; D. G. Brinton, The Religions of 
Primitive Peoples, New York, 1897 ; J. G. Frazer, The Golden 
Boughs, London, 1911-16 ; L. Frobenius, Die Weltanschauung 
der liaturvblker, Weimar, 1898; E. S. Hartland, Ritual and 
Belief, London, 1914 ; A. Lang, The Making of Religion, do. 
1898, Mgth, Ritual, and Religion^, do. 1906 ; A. Lefevre, £a 
Religion, Paris, 1891 ; A. Le Roy, La Religion des primitifs, 
do. 1909 ; O. Pfieiderer, Die Religion, ihr Wesen und ihre 
Geschiehte, Leipzig, 1869, Religionsphilosophie auf gesehichtliche 
Grundlage, Berlin, 1878 ; E. B. Tylor, Primitive Culture*, 
London, 1903. J. A. MACCULLOCH. 

NATURE (American). — At the time of the dis- 
covery of the American continent there existed on it 
a system of thought which was old when Sumerian 
civilization in the valley of the Euphrates was at 
its zenith, between the tenth and the fifth millen- 
niums before our time. In this system all objects 
of sense and feeling of the present are derived or 
evolved as expressions from primal myth - bom 
beings of three, rarely five, great cosmic periods ; 
beside and beyond these uncreated beings nothing 
else existed. These beings of the primal time were 
conceived of as man, or mankind ; for the native 
name for ‘ man,’ or ‘ human being,’ was and is the 
generic appellation by which they are known in 
myth and epos ; and they were, of course, real and 
constant in substance, while their form and their 
manner of existence were fictitious. They were 
real and constant because they were and are the 
bodies, the elements, and the processes of the world 
of sense and feeling ; and so in myth and later in 
the epos they do or effect things which are impos- 
sible to man ; and their form and mode of exist- 
ence were fictitious because they were wrought and 
ascribed in terms of human physical and psychic 
expression and existence. In attempting to give 
an English name or appellation to these primal 
beings the American descendants of the myth- 
makers call them ‘ the first people,’ * the ancestral 
people,’ ‘the ancient people,’ ‘the man-beings,’ 
and ‘ the ancients ’ or ‘ the old people ’ who lived in 
the youth of the world. They were later called 
the gods, because as universal forces or powers of 
the world they controlled the operations of what 
we are pleased to call ‘ nature.’ In this manner it 
was conceived that these man-beings or gods con- 
trolled or shaped the welfare of men. 

In the American system of thought every 
element, every manifestation, every phenomenon, 
every body of being, and every process of cosmic 
or psychic power was conceived of as one of the 

rimal man-beings ; even the faculties of mind and 

ody were by some regarded as once some of the 
first people. It is clear that the American himself 
is absolutely excluded from the company of the 
primal ‘ first people,’ 

The pitiless, though constant, need of adaptation 
to the forces, bodies, and elements of the environ- 
ment and the varying struggle to satisfy the 
prompting of the faculties of the bodily and the 
psychic sSif to meet this need are the starting-point 
of myths of genesis — myths of origin — or the 
poetic narratives of birth, death, and re-birth of all 
things. The man of the earlier time perceived 
around and within himself powers, potencies, and 
bodies which experience taught him were in a state 
of constant activity which in measurable degree 
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the Zulu Lord of Heaven, Ukko of the Piuns, 
Tien in China, the sky-god of the Hopi, whose 
symbol is the sun ; sun-gods like Ka in Egypt, 
Surya of the Vedic Indians, the Canaanite Sham- 
ash moon-gods like the Vedic Soma, or that of 
the Central Americans, regarded as father of gods 
and men. Such gods as these tend to become the 
princmal deities of any polytheistic S3’’stem, and 
one or them often becomes the supreme head of the 
pantheon — Zeus, Indra, Ka, Anu, Hirume (the 
sun-goddess of Shinto). Here, mutatis mutandis, 
they are akin to the ' high gods ’ of savages, inde- 
pendent alike of nature-worship, though controlling 
nature, and of animism. Much of the lore and 
mythology about these gods, some of the ritual of 
their cults, the powers which they still retain over 
the objects or forces of nature, show their earlier 
ancestry and connexion with nature, though in 
this there are varying degrees of such connexion. 
The native gods of Shinto — the sun-goddess, rain-, 
storm-, thunder-gods, sea-, river-, earth-, mountain- 
gods, and the like— are still closely dependent on 
nature. So, too, are the Vedic gods, though these, 
besides occurring in anthropomorphic forms, are 
often moral governors, and also some of the Egyptian 
gods. Greek divinities who were earlier nature- 
gods threw ofi' much of their old dress, and in 
certain aspects some quite freed themselves from 
it,^ yet traces of their origin could still here and 
there be seen. All such gods tend to retain those 
parts of nature from which they originated as their 
symbols or attributes — sun, storm, thunder, gro^vth. 
Some of them, as they rise in dignity, tend to take 
over functions or govern departments which, strictly 
peaking, belonged to gods who lagged behind. 
Thunder, from being regarded as itself a divinity, 
is often regarded as merely the voice of a god ; or 
it may be regarded as the god of agriculture, 
perhaps because rain accompanies it and makes 
the ground fertile. Zeus, besides his original 
function, assumed many others, or, rather, a 
number of gods associated with these were assimi- 
lated by him, so that he was at once a sky-god, 
god of rain, of thunder, of agriculture, of nioun- 
toins, besides coming to be the representative for 
the Greeks of the highest conception of deity. So, 
if Apollo was once a sun-god, his functions later 
became far removed from causing sunshine, until 
he retains as few traces of the sun as Artemis does 
of the moon. Some gods, indeed, retain only the 
slenderest link with the department of nature from 
which they originated.® 


1 Cl. ERE vi. 395». 

2 The relations of roan’s worshipful beings might be graphi 

cally expressed ns follows : ^ 

Worshipful objects of nature 
personalized ns if akin to 
men and nnironls, or re- 
garded as powers (hence ulti- 
mately mana conceptions). 


Animism. ‘ High gods ' 
of savages. 


Separate anthropo- 
roorphiooranimal 
personiflcationsof 
these, rulingthem 
or directing the 
processes of na- 
ture. 


Natural objects 
animated by 
spirits. 


Ghosts. 



Spirits con- 
nected with 
yet separate 
fromnaturnl 
objects. 


Departmental gods. 


Crowds ' of 
spirits haunt- 
ing nature. 


Higher gods of 
polytheism. 


In polytheistic systems there will be many more 
gods than those who are connected even remotely 
tvith nature — gods of war, of crafts, city or com- 
munity gods, abstract gods, and so forth. Yet 
even then and also where great nature-gods pre- 
dominate there will also be many lesser nature- 
spirits, either those of this or that part of nature 
— governing it, dwelling in it— or else liosts of 
indeterminate spirits haunting woods, rivers, or 
mountains. The Chinese worship not onlj’ Shang- 
ti, the anthropomorphic heaven-god, but spirits 
controlling departments of nature — mountains, the 
sea, rivers, fire, rain, etc. The same phenomenon 
is seen in Celtic religion (see Celts), and indeed in 
all the OTeater polytheisms. Much more is it the 
case in barbaric or savage instances. The pagan 
tribes of Borneo reverence the vague hosts of toh 
as well as the higher gods, some of these being 
nature-deities — gods of tire, of harvest, of thunder, 
of lakes and rivers — and others not derived from 
nature. This is only one example out of several 
which might be adduced. Tire importance ot 
nature-worship as a large though by no means the 
only factor in the evolution of religion is seen in 
its various manifestations over the whole field of 
religious evolution, but not least in this that even 
in the highest forms of polytheism many of the 
gods still bear traces of their nature origin, and 
even the greatest gods are still brought into rela- 
tion with nature, as in Babylonian theogony, where 
Anu is placed in heaven, Bel on earth, and Ea in 
the great deep. The logical outcome of nature- 
polytheism is pantheism [q.v.), as in India, though 
many polytheistic religions escaped this. Yet even 
theistic religions cannot escape the necessity of 
bringing God into relation with nature. Aspects 
and phenomena of nature are His instruments, 
evidences of His presence, or His symbols, as in 
the OT — much of this being based on the earlier 
Semitic nature-worship ; or all nature is regarded 
as the creation of God, the field of His working, 
upheld and sustained by Him ; or, again, theists, 
mthout reverting to pantheism, may use panthe- 
istic language and speak of nature as ‘ the garment 
thou seest Him by.’ Pantheism can never^ be a 
final resting-place for the human soul, and it has 
grave moral defects, but, in the words of a wise 
thinker, 

‘The system is an emphatic admission, or rather proclama- 
tion, that there is a secret in the Universe that belongeth unto 
God, unfathomed and fathomless by men.’> 

No religion save deism has ever banished God 
from the universe which He created. Hence 
both savage high gods and some of the gods of 
polytheistic religions may have their abodes_ in 
some part of nature without necessarily being 
derived from it. This should always be kept in 
mind in examining the gods of any religion. A 
god dwelling in the sky, like the Andaman Puluga 
or the Australian Baiame, is not always a slcy-god 
in origin, and a god whose symbol is the siin *oay 
not aJwaj’s have been a sun-god, nor is a god 
who controls rain, like Dengdit of the Dinkas, or 
one who sends storms always a personification of 
rain or storm. Where such parts or phenomena 
are not personalized, the question still remain, 
AYho causes them ? Tlie answer will inevitably be 
that it is tlie god who looms largest on man s 
liorizon or has most potential power. Such a 
question may even be asked where these personal- 
izations exist, for savage and primitive thojiglit is 
inconsequent and admits of many contradictions. 
Creation-myths show that man has always been 
interested in the origin of the world around him, 
and the fact that its parts were believed to be alive 
did not hinder him from speculating as_ to how 
they came into existence. Creation is often 
1 J. Duncan, Cotlo^ia Perxpatttiea^, EdinburErh, 1871, p. 23. 
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If, then, it he true that the deities of a people 
are psychologically faithful reflexes of the distinc- 
tive features of the social organization of whioh 
they are regarded as memhers, it follows that, 
where comparatively complex social and religious 
organizations are found, it is futile to expect to 
deal with them as if they were the products of a 
‘ primitive ’ mind, for evidently they have not the 
aspect of primitiveness. Certain predilections and 
predispositions as to the reasoning power and 
logical rigour of the American mind must he held 
in abeyance in any serious stu^ of the ideas and 
conceptions evolved from it. If the premisses of 
American thinking he granted, the conclusions 
drawn from them are found to he consistent with 
them. 

Among some American tribes man, the creature, 
ranked very low in power and knowledge, because 
every object and phenomenon except man was 
divine, while in other and more highly organized 
tribes man shared orenda with the gods or first 
people. One of the most striking traits of all the 
American deities is their self-existence. To this 
extent, then, they are peculiar and above human 
estate, experience, and knowledge. And, though 
both gods and men are derived, in mythic narrative, 
from an original first mother or parent, yet it is easy 
to see that the first people are self-existent, while 
man — the first human being — remains the creature 
of a god. 

It is to he noted that in this American system of 
thought there is no concept or implication of a 
primal chaos preceding the events which resulted 
in the present constitution of things. In the 
myths from certain areas of America the meta- 
morphosis of the first people— in mythologic phrase, 
the gods or deities — was achieved coincidently with 
the first hint of the coming of the American folk 
to each place of those areas; hut in other areas 
the American is created or formed by one or more 
of the gods of the third cosmic period. With the 
establishment of the present order begins the story 
of the existent bodies and processes of earth and 
sky, described in terms of human form and mind, 
and of their inter-relations with the American race 
of people. By means of two well-marked yet 
inter-related classes of myths — the narrative poems 
of creation or metamorphosis and the narrative 
poems of the great recurrent processes and of the 
bodies and beings of ‘ nature ’ — the American 
philosophers have related what they thought of 
the universe of their experience. Tlie invisible 
forces of which the objects of sense are the evident 
expression were conceived as emanating from living 
beings endowed with human life, mind, ivill, and 
purpose. But it has been seen that these personi- 
fied forces were in fact poetic fictions of the mind, 
created in the image of man ; but, as they actually 
represented nnivemal principles of unmatched 
power, they came to he regarded as superior to 
man in resource and immunity from destruction. 
The story of the activities of these personages 
became myth — a more or less sacred narrative — 
legend, or saga. And thus the cosmic bodies and 

recesses as expressed in the environment became 

uJy dramatized in the rites and ceremonies of 
long and intricate rituals. 

This universal principle of physical and psychic 
change or metamorphosis in American mjdih and 
poetry explains why so-called animals occupy so 
important a place in the religious thought and 
culture of the peoples. It is a dogma developed 
from these myths that some of the first people 
are represented in the various species of animals, 
birds, reptiles, plants, trees, vegetables, and strik- 
ing topographical features, as their ‘ elders ’ or 
‘ancients.’ These ‘elders’ or ‘ancients,’ then, 
were and are in mythic phrase merely transformed 
VOL. IX. — 14 


man-heings or first people of the first great cosmic 
period. Such an ancestor or elder on the tongue 
of an American of the elder culture is a deity. 
The myths thus explain the phenomena in religious 
expression. Hence there are found in abundance 
so-called animal-gods — ^heast-gods, hird-gods, fish- 
gods, reptile-gods, plant-gods, tree-gods, and 
vegetahle-gods and goddesses. And the fact must 
not he disregarded that these ancestral deities 
were not the ordinary animal, beast, bird, fish, 
plant, or insect, hut rather an ideally humanized 
creature of inchoate mind. Hence in Sumeria, 
Babylonia, and Egypt, and also in the descriptive 
visions of the Heorew prophets and the mythic 
and religious art and culture of other early and 
lowly peoples, human-hodied personages with 
animal heads, or animal-bodied figures with human 
heads and aspect — of heroic proportions and un- 
matched power, some with floral symbols and 
other masks indicative of the kind of divine 
expression intended — are abundantly in evid- 
ence. 

It mnst he noted, however, that the best-known 
gods of these early Oriental peoples are those 
representing the recurrent processes or phenomena 
of nature, and that of the gods or deities answering 
exactly to the first people of the American system 
of thought concerning the cosmos there have been 
found none hut vestigial remains or traces. The 
mythic narratives of the primal first people in 
these places were lost or, by being misunderstood, 
entirely neglected. Were those myths available, 
it would he possible to explain to-day why plants, 
vegetables, insects, birds, beasts, reptiles, and fish 
have such prominence in the religious culture and 
thought of these lands. 

LmsRATiniE.— J. N. B. Hewitt, ‘Orenda and a Deflnition 
of Eeligion,’ in American Anthropologist, new ser., iv. [1902] 
83-46, and Introduction to art. ‘ Irqguoian Oosmology,’ in 
SI RBEW (1903), pp. 183-186 ; J, W. Powell, Introduction to 
P. H. Cushing’s ztiilt Folk-tales, New York, 1901 ; F. Boas, 
art. ‘Eeligion,’ in MAI ii. [1910]. Cf. also art. Orexda. 

J. N. B. Hewitt. 

NATURE (Buddhist). — It has been recognized 
and often emphasized that Buddha is not an 
atheist; that he admits the existence of those 
supernatural beings who, although there are many 
kinds among them,* can in a general way he styled 
gods, deva. But the importance of these beings in 
the daily life and even in the spiritual life has been 
minimized by several writers, denied by some, and 
fully recognized only by very few scholars.^ 

The origin and the reason of this mistaken view 
on the ‘godlike’ side of Buddhism lie in the fact 
that gods seem to be of no use in the Path. It is a 
very plausible opinion that the candidate to arhat- 
ship has nothing to do with deities ; very few texts 
deming with the Path even refer to them ; possibly 
not a single one points to the usefulness of god- 
worship. Nevertheless, it is evident that the Bud- 
dhist ought to entertain social relations with all 
beings, ‘ expanding ’ sentiments of compassion and 
benevolence in the ten cardinal directions. It is 
well known that gods — and especially the chief of 
the gods, Sakra — furnished the future Buddha with 
opportunities of self-denial. To deny the relations 
of the Buddhist saint with gods and his obligations 
towards them would be to deny his relations with 
his fellow -men, and to forget the altruistic features 
of the (3ood Law. Altruism, of course is not in- 
sisted upon in the Little Vehicle, but it is always 
sous entendu. That altruism is the principle on 
which depend the relations of the true Buddhist 

1 On the meaning ol deva, ' god,’ devaputra, ‘ god-son,’ 
•angel,’ devatd, ‘deity,’ see T. W. Ehys Davids, Dialogues 0 / 
the Buddha, London, 1910, ii. 115. 

2 See E. J. Thomas, Buddhist Scriptures (* Wisdom of the 
East’ series), London, 1913, p. 99; A. Foucher, Etude sur 
Viconographie houddhique de VInde, Paris, 1899-1905, ii, 105. 
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affected Ms welfare and that of Ms fellows. In 
attempting to understand or explain the reason or 
the_ source of such activity, whether constant or 
variable, and his relation to it, he correlated this 
expression of strange and irresistihle forces with 
his own conscious life, with the impressive sub- 
conscious energies of his own being, and with the 
superconscious promptings of his mind. 

Lack of knowledge of the things of the distant 
past prompted the early ancestors of the American 
to project their o%vn life into that unknoiivn past ; 
and ignorance of the things of the future induced 
them to project this present life into the dimly 
inferred next life. So it comes that the unknown 
future and the equally unknown past are but more 
or less idealized reflexes of the present experiences 
of man ; neither is, in any mysterious sense, a 
revelation of other beings or other worlds. The 
study of the conceptions of the man of lowly 
culture and attainment indicates that he employed 
almost exclusively one means of defining the un- 
known. He interpreted and defined the unknown 
in terms of the known. And here the known 
quantity was the man himself. To the early 
American the ori^ of the bodies and the elements 
and processes of the earth and sky and the causes 
of their activities, as matters of environmental 
experience, were unknown. But it is found that 
all the biotic and psychic properties, faculties, and 
attributes, real or fancied, believed to be manifest 
in man were imputed to the objects and bodies of 
the environment, and their operations were then 
defined in terms of human acnvity, and hence all 
such objects and processes became duly endowed 
with life and mindT and rvith all that these implj^ 
And so, primarily, there were in American think- 
ing at least three classes of persons or man-beings ; 

(1) a part of the first people, few in number, whose 
minds and character remained vmchanged and who 
lived iu harmony with their environment — those 
first people who escaped the toil and strife of the 
‘ war in heaven ’ and its fateful consequences, and 
who now dwell serenely in homes above the sky ; 

(2) all those things or man-beings in the present 
world, exclusive of the American himself, who owe 
their existence to the metamorphosis of the great 
majority of the first people; and (3) the deities, 
gods, or man-beings who came into their present 
form in the second cosmic period as a final result 
of the collisions and struggle which closed the first 
period, i.e. all those who were changed in the 
second period. Some of the second class, after due 
metamorphosis, at the close of the second period, 
rejoined the first people who had not been changed 
in the struggles which brought about the close of 
the first period ; and these have largely become 
the gods of the American, for they are uncreated 
and so divine. The American himself belongs to 
the third period and is a creature of one or more 
of these deities. 

In attempts to explain the origin of myth and 
religion among men of low culture students of the 
developments of opinions have devised and used 
the term ‘animism,’ defined as ‘the belief in 
spiritual beings,’ ‘the deep - lying doctrine of 
spiritual beings,’ and ‘the groundwork of the 
phUosophy of religion, from that of savages up 
to that of civilized men,’ for the mental process 
wMch imputes the form, attributes, and qualities 
of man to the objects, elements, forces, and pro- 
cesses of the environing world. But it must be 
noted that it is not animal life in its broad sense, 
but only human life, mind, passions, and form 
that are imputed in tliis process. This is a distinc- 
tion which it is important to keep in view. And 
along with the imputation of these things goes 
that of the arts, the culture, and the institutions 
of the people. Thus it is found that the social 


organization of the first people — the deities— is 
merely a reflex of that of the people themselves. 
Each of the deities was believed to have greater 
power in his or her own natural sphere than man, 
although the American who was ritually cleansed 
and secure might be able to do more effectively 
than one of the deities the things that fell within 
his competency. 

By assuming the reality of these fictitious first 
people the American explained to his own satis- 
faction the origin and development of the forces of 
life and nature and the reasons for them. It thus 
becomes evident that an idol, as popularly con- 
ceived by careless observers, had no place in the 
American system of thought. The symbols or 
figures in wood or stone, in painting or sculpture, 
of any one of the deities or first people were never 
the object of any kind of worsMp. The rite was 
performed in honour of the deity so represented. 

American_ myths inform us that in that great 
primal cosmic period the man-beings became restive 
through constant attrition and the frequent col- 
lision of diverse and sometimes quite contrary 
activities, natures, and mental attitudes ; for 
ofience had been given, with intention or without, 
and injury sufiered, and, because each individual 
character had become ripened, manifest, and fixed, 
conflict of desires and purposes and bitter strife 
supervened, and the struggle did not cease until 
nearly all the first people had become changed, by 
a complete metamorphosis, into the various ele- 
ments, bodies, and kmds of living creatures, with 
the exception of man, that have existed or now 
exist on earth, in the sky, or in the waters ; they 
became the fauna and the flora and the striking 
topographical features of the birth-land of these 
myths. The earth, the sky, the sun, moon, and 
all the bright stars represent some of the first 
people of the first cosmic period. The spirits, 
minds, or lives of these first people were unaffected 
as to duration by the forced metamorphosis. Hence 
myth has its river-gods, rock-gods, mountain-gods, 
lant-gods, vegetable-gods, anthropic animal-gods, 
ird-gods, and fish-gods, who lived before the 
metamorphosis in the assumed first great cosmic 
period of peace and harmony and unmanifested 
character. 

The first people and their metamorphosed selves, 
the gods, American myths inform us, perform 
their most characteristic duties and functions by 
means of a distinctive impersonal magic power 
which the Iroquois of the Mohawk dialect call 
orenda (q.v.), a word which with slight dialectic 
variations exists in all Iroquoian tongues. _ 

With the gradual increase in complexity and 
compass of social and other institutions among 
American peoples and therefore with the unifica- 
tion of rule among them, there also came to pass 
like changes in the organizations of the first people, 
who ruled over those elements, bodies, or processes 
which they embodied ; e.g., among the Iroquoian 
peoples the Earth-Mother is the chief matron in 
the great lodge of the gods ; the ancient corn- 
woman, one of the changed .first people, is the 
goddess Corn-Mother ; and so rrith the goddess 
Bean-Mother, the goddess Squash-Mother, and 
all the myriad other first people. For their 
bounties to man, woman, and child these goddes^s 
receive due homage and worship, as do Ml the 
metamorphosed first people, whose activities m 
the present world bring welfare and contentment 
to the American peoples. In the actirities of these 
gods — conceived, however, in terms of human 
character and achievement — ^moral considerations 
were not involved ; but, at a later time, when 
some of them became part and parcel of the social 
fabric, their deeds, thoughts, desires, and counsel 
acquired a potent moral value and implication. 
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freedom, He is -withdrawn from all direct contact 
•with the world, and His action is mediated by 
angels and spirits, personifications of the forces of 
nature and of divine attributes. 

God created at first, besides heaven, earth, and sea, ' all the 
spirits which serve before him, the angels of the presence, and 
the angels of sanctification, and the angels [of the spirit of the 
fire, and the angels] of the spirit of the winds, and the angels 
of the spirit of the clonds, and of darkness, and of snow and of 
hail and of hoar frost, and the angels of the voices and of the 
thunder and of the lightning, and the angels of the spirlta of 
cold and of heat, and of winter and of spring and of autumn 
and of summer, and of all the spirits of his creatures which 
are in the heavens and on the earth '(Juh. ii, 2, Charles's tr. ; 
cf. Enoch lx, 11 £t.). 

Apart from the personifications, the conc^tion 
is not unlike that of deism. God as First Cause 
created all things, but at the same time He created 
spirits and angels, to which as second causes He 
deputed the control of all the processes of nature. 
It is an amalgam of animism and deism. 

In Alexandria Je-ivish thought was formulated 
under Greek influence, and the action of God upon 
the world is expressed in more abstract terms. 
The heathen practice of regarding objects of nature 
as ‘gods that rule the world’ is repudiated, and 
an ‘argument from design’ is urged as a reason 
why men should recognize God ‘ by giving heed to 
his works’ (Wis 13''®). Nature is simply and 
directly obedient to God’s ■\vill. The marvels of 
OT history were God’s acts of new creation for the 
sake of His people (Wis 19“ ; cf. 16'^*“^). Here 
Wisdom personified is the mediator of God’s 
activity in creation and providence (Pr 
Wis etc.). 

In the more developed system of Philo God’s 
Logos and His powers are at once the media of 
His action and the principles of being and order in 
the world. His fidelity to OT ideas guards Philo 
from merging God and His powers in nature as 
mere immanent principles. He follows the Mosaic 
teaching that God created the world, though 
whether out of nothing or out of pre-existing 
matter is not clear. He carries the doctrine of 
divine transcendence and of the metaphysical anti- 
thesis between God and the world to the extremest 
limit, though he does not accept moral dualism. 
The world in itself is not evil, but the most perfect 
work of God. Philo gives profuse descriptions 
and discussions of the world as it exists. He 
follows in the main the teaching of the Greek 
science of his time, but expresses it in allegories of 
OT language. He conceives nature in general as 
a system of uniformities as complete and regular 
as that of modem science. 

• Equality, the mother of justice . . . has ordered all things 
well, things in heaven and things on earth, by immovable laws 
and ordinances ’ (de Justitia, 14). 

Yet some relics of primitive animism survive, as 
in the idea that the planets were living beings 
which moved themselves in their uniform order 
(see James Drummond, Philo Judfsiis, London, 
1888, i. 267-313). 

2 . Primitive Christian teaching. — (a) Common 
elements. — In the NT, as in the OT, there appears 
a sense of the order and beauty of the world, as 
the product of God’s wisdom, power, and goodness. 
They were not scientific or philosophical principles 
of uniformity or necessity or of the reign of law, 
but a sensus communis of the customary and 
normal processes of nature. Extraordinary events 
which we call ‘ miracles ’ were therefore regarded 
as signs and wonders, but not as -violations of a 
natural order or law. They presented no intellec- 
tual problem, for they were manifestations of the 
power of God working freely according to His 
inscrutable -will. They were neither contrary to 
nature nor above nature, but a part of the totality 
of divine operation which constituted, sustained, 
and governed the whole world. This pure and 
arbitrary theism had, however, been modified by 


influences of Persian dualism and Greek polydai- 
monism allied with survivals of Semitic animism. 

Angels might intervene and direct the course of 
nature for man’s benefit (Mt 28“, Jn 5* RVni ; cf. 
Rev 14” 16^), but they too were agents of God’s 
will and ministers of His power. Demons and evil 
spirits could also work injury to man, and certain 
classes of diseases were traced to their agency. 
The devil and his angels were a semi-independent 
kingdom over against God, but they too were sub- 
ject to the power of God. 

(b) Jesus Christ adopted these ideas and terms 
of His time. But whatever of dualism or plural- 
ism -was involved in them He eliminated by bring- 
ing all the processes of nature into the most direct 
and intimate relation with the idea of the Father- 
hood of God. This governed His fundamental 
attitude towards nature. God’s love and care for 
man determined all His activity in the world, and 
nothing happened except by the Father’s will. 

‘ All things are possible with God ’ (Mk 10^), and 
not even a sparrow falls to the ground without the 
Father’s will (Mt 10“). God gives ‘ good things ’ 
to them that ask Him (Mt 7“), and those who seek 
first His Kingdom and His righteousness will find 
nature and providence gracious (Mt 6““). The pro- 
cesses of nature were neither eudjemonistio nor 
retributive in detail. Pain and sorrow were 
terrible realities which the best could least avoid. 
On the other hand, a misfortune like blindness 
need not be the result of sin (Jn 9"''), and calami- 
ties did not prove that the victims were greater 
sinners than others (Lk 13*). The lilies grew 
beautiful, although they neither toiled nor spun. 
God ‘ maketh his sun to rise on the evil ana the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust’ 
(Mt 6“). The order of nature is the process of 
divine love and mercy. Christ’s view of the world 
is teleological and optimistic. God directs all 
nature to fulfil His fatherly purpose, and nothing 
exists or happens which cannot be subordinated to 
that purpose. 

The sayings of J esus are unique in their time for 
their appreciation of nature’s glory. His interest 
extended to birds and flowers, and His parables 
reveal that intimate communion with Nature 
which enabled Him to see in her face the symbols 
and the eflulgence of divine truth. He loved aU 
Nature. There might be evil spirits, alien enemies 
in Nature’s realm, and in men sin and evil Avere 
manifest, but Jesus taught no doctrine of perma- 
nent and radical evil in the nature of things. He 
Avas no ascetic Avho held things to be evil in them- 
selves. He condemned the pursuit of mammon 
and riches only because men made things their 
supreme good and put them in the place of God. 
But He appreciated things in their right place and 
use (Mt ll*“ 16*S Lk 7®*). And, even so far as the 
world had been subordinated to evil influences by 
men’s sins, God’s action in it Avould eliminate the 
evil and bring into existence a regenerate Avorld 
(Mt 19”, Lk 20®*'”). This is no scientific or philo- 
sophic theory of the universe. It Avas not then, 
nor is it yet, demonstrably true. But it is the 
attitude of Christian faith tOAvards the universe, 
because it is the Father’s work. 

(c) Apostolic theories. — Christ’s ruling ideas 
appear in the writings of the apostles, but, as they 
addressed heathen as Avell as JeAvish readers, they 
had occasion to develop in a more speculative AA'ay 
the conception of the relation of God to the Avorld. 
Paul in several places expresses the principles that 
were subsequently developed into the cosmological 
and teleological proofs of the being of God. At 
Lystra he declared that the living God ‘made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that in 
them is,’ and that ‘he left not himself Avithout 
witness, in that he did good, and gave you from 
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with ‘ gods ’ is certain. Jnst as gifts, not to the 
prelaw (dead), but to human beings in order to help 
the preta, are in the oldest and most orthodox 
Buddhism the substitute for offerings to the dead, 
so gods are not entitled to worship [puja) or to 
sacmce {homa),^ but they must take their part in 
the general benevolence of the saint. The saint 
must honour the deities ‘ who haunt the spot where 
he has taken his abode.’ 

‘ Revered, they will revere him ; honoured, they will honour 
him again ; they are CTacious to him as a mother to her own, 
her only son ; and the man who has the grace of gods, good 
fortune he beholds.’ 

.flmd the best way of honouring the deities is ‘to 
give them the merit of his gifts to the brethren, 
good men of good control.’ ® 

Among all beings, Buddha has been the most 
honoured and beloved by the ‘ gods.’ The joy of 
the ‘ angels ’ at the birth of Buddha is described in 
a well-known hymn of the Suttanipata, which has 
been unduly compared with the gospel narrative 
of the Nativity. These deities are not ‘angels,’ 
but, from the moral point of view, poor creatures, 
unable to enter the way of salvation, veiy good 
nevertheless — at least many of them — and of a very 
gentle nature. They were happy at the birth of 
Sakyamuni and miserable at his death. 

‘ For twelve leagues, Snanda, around the Fig-tree grove of 
the Mallas, the Upavattana of Eusinara, there Is not a spot in 
size even as the pricking of the point of the tip of a hair which 
is not pervaded ny powerful spirits. And the spirits are mur- 
muring . , . the death of a Tathagata will take place. . . . 
They dishevel their hair and weep, stretch forth their arms and 
weep, fall prostrate on the ground, and roll to and fro in 
anguish at the thought : “ Too soon will the Exalted One die." ’ s 

From the physical point of view, devatas are by 
no means contemptible. Som e possess ‘ great might 
and power.’ 

‘ A Devata by intense meditation on the idea of the minutest 
portion of earth and on the idea of the widest expanse of 
water, can make this earth move and tremble and be shaken 
violently.’ < 

And, if Buddha, and all the saints like Buddha 
endowed ivith the power of benevolence,' command 
the love and obedience of all the deities, that is 
not the case with ordinary people ; since the oldest 
days of India — in fact, since paleolithic times — 
deities have assumed two aspects : they are fright- 
ful (rwrfro) and propitious {Siva) ; they are fanci- 
ful, covetous, capricious; human beings have to 
‘ tame ’ them, if they want to live happily. BEence 
the efforts of Buddha to ‘ convert ’ the deities, to 
teach them the elementary rules of morality, ‘ not 
to kill,’ etc. We are told that he succeeded ; he 
can at least boast of having converted and turned 
the chief of the spirits, ‘ Holder of the Thunderbolt ’ 
(Vairapani mhyesvara), into the protector of the 
faithful;^ the once formidable goddess of small- 
pox, Hariti, the chUd-devourer, into protector of 
mothers and of children ; ^ nevertheless, much re- 
mains to be done — as the race of malignant spirits 
is increased every day by the rebirth of malignant 
men — and accordingly Buddhists have been pro- 
dded ivith protections, ‘cuirasses’ {kavacna), 
paritra {pirit), ovraksas, of every kind. We must 
not suppose that the Buddhist monks were, in old 
days. Ignorant of the first principles of the faith, 
namely, that gods have nothing to do with salva- 
tion, that a good Buddhist has nothing to fear 

1 On the contrary, MahSyfina Buddhism Is devotional, and 
Tantrlk Buddhism is liturgic. The Aomo-literature Is pre- 
eminent in Tantrism. 

2 Dighanikava, ii. 88 f. ; Rhys Davids, li. 93 f. 

3 Rhys Davids, ii. 151 i. * Ib. 116. 

3 On the power of benevolence see, e.g., ilahdvagga, vl. 
38. 4 ; ChvXlavagga, v. 0. 1. 

* See E. Senart, ‘Vajrapapi dans les sculptures duGnndhkra,’ 
In AcfftJ du W congris international des orientalistes, Paris, 
10OO-OS, I. i. 121; 0. JI. Pleyte, ‘Vajrapapi als Dharmapala,’ 
in Bijdragen . . . ran Xederlandseh Indie, w. x. [1902] 195 ; 
Foncher, ii. 105 ; D. de la ValMc Poussin, Bonddhisme, Paris, 
1900, pp. 372-375. 

7 See Foncher, BuddhUt Studies, tr. F. W. and L. Thomas, 
Paris, 1916. 


from the demons, but sin and distraction (prawiada) 
are the real Fiend ; but it may be safely surmised, 
from the texts themselves, that the ancient Bud- 
dhists were concerned with the rak^asas and the 
yalcsas just as Burmese monks are nowadays con- 
cerned with nats, and just as Tibetan monks are 
concerned ivith yi-dams. 

The stories of the conversion of Vajrapfini and 
of Hariti are among the good stories of" Bud- 
dhist folklore ; and the history of this conversion, 
i.e. the processes by which nature-gods of the most 
malimant forms have been developed into faithful 
and benevolent deities, is not to be forgotten by 
the student of the history of religion. Buddhism 
has deified its saints and ‘sanctified’ the Hindu 
gods — a movement in two parallel directions, the 
second of which has proved not the less important 
for the prosperity and the longevity of the Good 
Law; both may possibly have modified to some 
extent the primitive position of the Sanglia. Rhys 
Davids remarks (‘ Buddhist Suttas,’ xi. [1900] 

20) that the Mahaparinibbana passage commented 
upon above (p. 210, n. 2) ‘ gives Buddhaghosa [the 
orthodox commentator of the Pali canon] a good 
deal of difficulty, as it apparently inculcates ofier- 
ings to the gods, which is contrary not only to 
hoth the letter and spirit of Buddhism, but also to 
tbe practice of Buddhists.’ Bhakti-oSeTmgs,puja- 
offerings — that is to say, devotional and liturgic 
offerings — are indeed contrary to the letter and to 
the spirit of the oldest Buddhism, but it is an old 
Indian dictum that ‘ Each god is entitled to obtain 
his own offering ’ {yadfSo yaksas tadj-So halih ) ; and 
it may be confidently asserted that Buddhism has 
never — ^in practice— denied the right hali to the 
right yaksa. These are mere trifles, small conces- 
sions to the needs of practical life, which cannot 
endanger the normal and energetic endeavour of 
the saint walking in the Path, 

LrrKBATimE.— On the old Hindu pantheon in Buddhism much 
information can he found in the ilahdsamayasuUa and in the 
Jiidnd{ijiasutta {DxghanikSpa, xx, and xxxii.). 

L. DB LA Vall^e Poussin. 

NATURE (Christian). — i. Antecedent factors. 
— Christianity entered into a heritage of ideas 
about the world consisting of a background _ of 
Semitic mythology, the revelation of the OT with 
Jeivish developments of it, certain elements from 
IPersian thought, and ultimately the whole frame- 
work of Greek philosophy. 

In its developed form the OT doctrine affirms 
that Jahweh, now the one, universal God, created 
all things out of original chaos, gives a mythical 
(Babylonian) account of the method and procMS of 
creation (Gn 1-2), and establishes God’s providen- 
tial rule over all things upon His _ creatorship 
(Is 40). The world therefore is a manifestation of 
God’s power, glory, and goodness (Pss 19, 29,104, 
etc.). All the processes of nature are His direct 
acts, the thunder is His voice (Ps 29), the light 
His garment, the winds His messengers, the light- 
ning His ministers (Ps 104'‘ *). But Jahweh wai 
no nature-god. He was in no way involved in 
nature, no system of natural laws or cosmic 
ciples limitett or qualified His action, nor was His 
being dependent on the world. The OT does not 
argue from the world to God in the manner of the 
cosmological and teleological arguments, but it 
descends from the idea of God into the world, and 
in its manifold beauty, power, and goodness it 
apprehends the free and sovereign activity pf God 
(P. Thomson, ‘God in Nature and in History, 
Bmp n. i. [1881] 161-179, 241-252). 

In post-canonical Je-wish literature the ideas of 
God’s freedom, sovereignty, and transcendence 
were still more enhanced; and the idea of the 
world as an independent reality over against God 
is more emphasized. To secure God’s holiness and 
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freedom, He is -withdrawn from all direct contact 
with the world, and His . action is mediated hy 
angels and spirits, personifications of the forces of 
nature and of divine attributes. 

God created at first, besides heaven, earth, and sea, ' ail the 
spirits which serve before him, the angels of the presence, and 
the angels of sanctification, and the angels (of the spirit of the 
fire, and the angels] of the spirit of the winds, and the angels 
of the spirit of the clouds, and of darkness, and of snow and of 
hail and of hoar frost, and the angels of the voices and of the 
thunder and of the lightning, and the angels of the spirits of 
cold and of heat, and of winter and of spring and of autumn 
and of Bummer, and of all the spirits of his creatures which 
are in the heavens and on the earth* (J^vh. ii, 2, Charles’s tr. ; 
cf . Enoch lx. 11 fl.). 

Apart from the personifications, the conc^tion 
is not unlike that of deism. God as First (Jause 
created all things, but at the same time He created 
spirits and angels, to which as second causes He 
deputed the control of all the processes of nature. 
It IS an amalgam of animism and deism. 

In Alexandria Jewish thought was formulated 
under Greek influence, and the action of God upon 
the world is expressed in more abstract terms. 
The heathen practice of regarding objects of nature 
as ‘gods that rule the Avorld’ is repudiated, and 
an ‘argument from design’ is urged as a reason 
why men should recognize God * by giving heed to 
his Avorks’ {Wis 13*'®). Nature is simply and 
directly obedient to God’s aatII. The marvels of 
OT history Avere God’s acts of new creation for the 
sake of His people (Wis 19®; cf. 16”'®*). Here 
Wisdom personified is the mediator of God’s 
actmty in creation and providence (Pr 8®^“'-, 
Wis etc.). 

In the more developed system of Philo God’s 
Logos and His poAvers are at once the media of 
His action and the principles of being and order in 
the Avorld. His fidelity to OT ideas ^ards Philo 
from merging God and His poAvers in nature as 
mere immanent principles. He folloAvs the Mosaic 
teaching that God created the Avorld, though 
whether out of nothing or out of pre-existing 
matter is not clear. He carries the doctrine of 
divine transcendence and of the metaphysical anti- 
thesis hetAveen God and the Avorld to the extremest 
limit, though he does not accept moral dualism. 
The world in itself is not evil, hut the most perfect 
work of God. Philo gives profuse descriptions 
and discussions of the Avorla as it exists. He 
foUoAvs in the main the teaching of the Greek 
science of his time, hut expresses it in allegories of 
OT language. He conceives nature in general as 
a system or uniformities as complete and regular 
as that of modern science. 

' Equality, the mother of Justice . . . has ordered all things 
well, things in heaven and things on earth, by immovable laws 
and ordinances ’ (ds Justitia, 14). 

Yet some relics of primitive animism survive, as 
in the idea that the planets Avere living beings 
which moved themselves in their uniform order 
(see James Drummond, Philo Judmus, London, 
1888, i. 267-313). 

2 . Primitive Christian teaching. — (a) Common 
eUments — In the NT, as in the OT, there appears 
a sense of the order and beauty of the world, as 
the product of God’s Avisdom, poAver, and goodness. 
They were not scientific or philosophical principles 
of uniformity or necessity or of the reign of laAv, 
hut a scnsus communis of the customary and 
normal processes of nature. Extraordinary events 
Avhich Ave call ‘miracles’ were therefore regarded 
as signs and Avonders, hut not as Auolations of a 
natural order or laAv. They presented no intellec- 
tual problem, for they Avere manifestations of the 
poAver of God working freely according to His 
inscrutable avUI. They Avere neither contrary to 
nature nor above nature, hut a part of the totality 
of divine operation Avhich constituted, sustained, 
and governed the whole world. This pure and 
arbitrary theism had, hoAvever, been modified by 


influences of Persian dualism and Greek polydse- 
monism allied Avith survivals of Semitic animism. 

Angels might intervene and direct the course of 
nature for man’s benefit (Mt 28®, Jn 6® KVm ; cf. 
Rev 14'® 16*), but they too Avere agents of God’s 
will and ministers of His poAver. Demons and evil 
spirits could also Avork injury to man, and certain 
classes of diseases Avere traced to their agency. 
The devil and his angels Avere a semi-independent 
kingdom over against God, but they too Avere sub- 
ject to the poAver of God. 

(6) Jesus Christ adopted these ideas and terms 
of His time. But Avhatever of dualism or plural- 
ism Avas involved in them He eliminated by bring- 
ing all the processes of nature into the most direct 
and intimate relation Avith the idea of the Father- 
hood of God. This governed His fundamental 
attitude toAvards nature. God’s love and care for 
man determined all His activity in the Avorld, and 
nothing happened except by the Father’s avUI. 
‘All things are possible Avith God’ (Mk 10®’), and 
not even a sparroAv falls to the ground Avithout the 
Father’s Avill (Mt 10”). God gives ‘ good things ’ 
to them that ask Him (Mt 7"), and those avIio seek 
first His Kingdom and His righteousness Avill find 
nature and providence gracious (Mt 6®®). The pro- 
cesses of nature Avere neither eudiemonistic nor 
retributive in detail. Pain and sorroAV Avere 
terrible realities Avhich the best could least avoid. 
On the other hand, a misfortune like blindness 
need not be the result of sin (Jn 9’'*), and calami- 
ties did not prove that the victims Avere greater 
sinners than others (Lk 13*). The lilies grcAV 
beautiful, although they neither toiled nor spun. 
God ‘ maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and the imjust ’ 
(Mt 5*®). The order of nature is the process of 
divine love and mercy. Christ’s vieAV of the Avorld 
is teleological and optimistic. God directs all 
nature to fulfil His fatherly purpose, and nothing 
exists or happens Avhich cannot be subordinated to 
that purpose. 

The sayings of Jesus are unique in their time for 
their appreciation of nature’s glory. His interest 
extended to birds and floAvers, and His parables 
reveal that intimate communion Avith Nature 
Avhich enabled Him to see in her face the symbols 
and the efi'ulgence of divine truth. He loA’ed all 
Nature. There might be evil spirits, alien enemies 
in Nature’s realm, and in men sin and evil Avere 
manifest, but Jesus taught no doctrine of perma- 
nent and radical evil in the nature of things. He 
Avas no ascetic Avho held things to be evil in them- 
selves. He condemned the pursuit of mammon 
and riches only because men made things their 
supreme good and put them in the place of God. 
But He appreciated things in their right place and 
use (Mt 11*“ 15**, Lk 7®*). And, even so far as the 
world had been subordinated to eAul influences by 
men’s sins, God’s action in it Avould eliminate the 
evil and bring into existence a regenerate Avorld 
(Mt 19”, Lk 20®*'”). This is no scientific or philo- 
sophic theory of the universe. It Avas not then, 
nor is it yet, demonstrably true. But it is the 
attitude of Christian faith toAvards the universe, 
because it is the Father’s work. 

(c) Apostolic theories. — Christ’s ruling ideas 
appear in the Avritings of the apostles, but, as they 
addressed heathen as AA’ell as Jewish readers, they 
had occasion to develop in a more speculative way 
the conception of the relation of God to the Avorld. 
Paul in several places expresses the principles that 
were subsequently developed into the cosmological 
and teleological proofs of the being of God. At 
Lystra he declared that the living God ‘made the 
heav-en and the earth and the sea, and all that in 
them is,’_ and that ‘he left not himself Avithout 
witness, in that he did good, and gave yon from 
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heaven rains and fruitful seasons, filling your 
hearts with food and gladness’ (Ac He 

used similar arguments on Mars’ Hill (Ac 17-'*'®) 
and in the Epistle to the Homans (l^”). The point 
of the argument in each case is, not the being of 
God, which is assumed, but His nature and opera- 
tion. Creation, providence, and nature are mani- 
festations and proofs of the unity, spirituality, 
power, and goodness of God. Conversely, the 
Apostle’s conception of God becomes his interpre- 
tation of nature. Paul is acutely conscious of the 
presence of evil and sin in the world (Eph 2^). Sin 
has made its seat in the flesh, whose very nature 
has been therefore corrupted (Ho 7^®). Yet Paul’s 
view of the universe as a whole is optimistic. ‘ To 
them that love God all things work together for 
good ’ (Ho 8^ ; cf. vv.^- The world as God’s 
creation is essentially good. Man’s sin has sub- 
jected it to vanity, but it has not turned nature 
from God’s purpose of goodness, and His salvation 
will deliver it from corruption ‘ into the liberty of 
the glory of the children of God.’ 

Paul retains the OT idea of God’s direct creator- 
ship (2 Co 4®, 1 Co 12^® 15®®), but in his later writ- 
ing as well as in Hebrews and the Fourth Gospel 
traces are found of the Philonic doctrine of the 
Logos as the mediator of creation and the prin- 
ciple of nature. The term is used only in the 
Fourth Gospel, where the Logos is identified ivith 
Christ, and represented as issuing from God to be 
the maker of all things and the principle of life 
and light immanent in the world (Jn I*"®- *®). 
Similany, according to Paul and Hebrews, Christ 
emanates from God (Ph 2®, He 1®) and ‘ all things 
nave been created through him, and unto him . . . 
and in him all things consist’ (Col P®- *®). God 
‘ appointed him heir of all things, through whom 
also he made the worlds’ (Ho 1®). This concep- 
tion of the Logos, as it is the interpretation of 
nature, differs in some important respects from 
that of Philo. The Logos is more closely identified 
with God, and therefore expresses better God’s 
creative activity and immanence in the world. 
Its identification with Christ gives it the moral 
significance of His person, and the world process 
derived from Him is likewise moral (W. Beyschlag, 
NT Theology, Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1895, ii. 98). 
The dualism which Philo had inherited from Plato 
is thus almost, if not entirely, eliminated. Per- 
haps something of it survives in Paul’s doctrine of 
the flesh, in the belief in evil spirits, and particu- 
larly in the Johannine idea of the world as evil. 
This world is primarily the world of men in their 
opposition to God (Jn 1^® 17^®, 1 Jn 3^- ®®), but sin 
has vitiated the whole fabric of society, and even 
the objects of creation which form its environment 
(1 Jn 2‘®'”). Yet God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son to save it (Jn 3“), and 
in the final consummation of salvation He will 
make a new heaven and a new earth (Rev 21). 
Man may be sanctified in flesh and spirit (1 Th 4* 
5®®, Ho 6’®). All rule and authority and power 
and dominion, all evil spirits, will be brought into 
final subjection to Jesus Christ (1 Co 15®®'®®, 
Eph !=“•). 

Judaism had over-emphasized the transcendence 
of God and His arbitrary rule over the world. 
Greek thought tended to merge God in the world, 
which then became a necessary manifestation of 
di'vine reason. Christ and the apostles qualified 
Jewish transcendence by the revmation of God in 
Clirist and of His immanence in nature and man. 
Yet it was not the essential and necessary imma- 
nence of Greek thought, but the personal and moral 
immanence of love and grace. Christ interpreted 
nature through His own filial consciousness of the j 
Father ; and the apostles through Christ’s moral 1 
and redemptive personality. Nature, therefore, I 


could not be a system of mechanical uniformity and 
necessity, but it was a moral order in which God’s 
unchanging purpose of grace is realized in His free 
activity through Christ. In such a system tlie 
antithesis of natural and supernatural could not 
arise, for with God all things are possible and 
natural, and without Him nothing is possible. 

3. Hellenistic-Christian theories. — (a) Assimila- 
tion . — When the Christian Church entered the 
heathen world, it came face to face •ivith a long 
tradition of Greek cosmology and science. Plato 
had established a dualistic separation between the 
sensual and the supersensual, between the world 
and God. Aristotle had defined tlieir relation 
theistically — God was the First Cause of the world 
— and he had greatly enlarged the scientific know- 
ledge of the world. The Stoics had conceived the 
universe as a system of law and necessity, wherein 
the -world-process was ordered and governed by the 
di-vine Logos, and, inconsistently, they interpreted 
the process teleologically as realizing the ends of 
di-vine reason. Eclecticism had gathered all these 
ideas together into a more or less coherent system. 
On the basis of Platonic dualism Aristotle’s 
scientific theism and Stoic monism had so far 
coalesced that God as transcendent cause was con- 
ceived as creator of the world and as the author 
and sustamer of its order and law. 

Both the natural tendency to assimilate pre- 
valent ideas and the necessity to commend^ itself to 
contemporary intelligence compelled Christianity 
to assume a scientific and philosophic form, which 
it did by adopting the current ideas of Greek 
science -vvithont change, and by adapting to its use 
such philosophic principles as would pest harmonize 
with its oivn principles. 

(6) The Gnostics. — The Gnostics were the first 
Christian theologians who developed a theory of 
the universe on the basis of religion. On two 
points their theories diverged so widely from the 
Christian position as to involve a direct contradic- 
tion of it. They conceived the relation of God to 
the spiritual universe pantheisticaUy rather than 
theistically, as a process of emanation rather than 
as an act of creation. On the other hand, they 
conceived the material universe in a thoroughly 
dualistic fashion. The formless matter out of 
which the world was made, by one of the lower 
seons or spirits, was e-vil and antagonistic to God, 
so that the cosmic process was a strife between 
good and evil, and nature was so predominantly 
evil that it was destined to perish in the process of 
the redemption and restoration of the world of 
spirits. A still more extreme dualism, moral and 
metaphysical, was embodied in Manichceism (g.v. ; 
see also Hamack, Nist. of Dogma, iii. 316-336). 
Such dualism was not only inconsistent with 
the Divine Fatherhood, but incompatible -with tlie 
more general principles of monotheism, and the 
Christian Church opposed Manichseism and re- 
pudiated Gnosticism. 

(c) The Greek Apologists and Fathers . — ^Tbo 
Greek Apologists and Fathers developed a new 
theory of the world, which, while it did not quite 
eliminate dualism, strove to comprehend under the 
category of the Logos the complete rule of God 
over the whole world-process. 

'God, the Maker of this universe, has made oil thioffs hj 
the logos which is from him' (Athenag. Zrg. iv.). 

"The immediate Creator, and, ns It were, very Maker ol tnt 
world was the Logos, the Son of God, while the Father of tne 
Logos, by commanding His own Son— the logos— to create 
the world, is primarily its Creator ’ (Origen, e. Cettum, vl. o0> 

* For God is good, or rather is essentially the source of good- 
ness : nor could one that is good be niggardly of 
whence, grudging existence to none. He has made all 
out of nothing by His own Logos, Jesus Christ our Loro 
(Athan. de Jncam. iii. 3). 

As to the method of creation, the account given 
in Genesis -was generally accepted, but -with vary- 
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ing interpretations. Clement and Origen defended 
the Mosaic cosmogony, but, by allegorical inter- 
pretation, they read into it much of their Neo- 
Platonic philosophy. 

• God of ms goodness and love created the world of Ideas, the 
invisihle heaven and earth, and in accordance with this cuvine 
model, the Word gave shape and suhstance to the material 
universe’ (0. Bigg, The Christian Platonists of Alexandria, 
p. 107 : cf. p. 240). 

Creation was an eternal process issuing from the 
unchangeable essence of God, and therefore of the 
nature of a physical and necessary emanation, as 
distinguished from the Christian idea of a free 
creative act, which was the general view of the 
Greek Fathers in the 4th and 5th centuries 
(Origen, de Prin. i. ii. 10, ni. iv. 3; Harnack, 
iii. 249 ; cf. Windelband, Hist, of Philosophy, p. 
260 f.). 

From the Apologists to Athanasius, there was 
also considerable development of ideas on the two 
points of the immediacy and completeness of God’s 
creative act. The mediating Logos, according to 
the Apologists, was an independent being of tem- 
poral origin ; according to the Alexandrians, He 
was co-etemal with God, but trepos fleis ; according 
to Athanasius, He was co-eternal and consub- 
stantial with God, so that God in Him stood in 
direct relation to the world. According to the 
Apologists, the world was created out of pre-exist- 
ing matter (Justin, Apol. i. 10) ; according to the 
Alexandrians, God created out of nothing the 
matter with which He made the world (Clem. 
Strom. V. xiv. 89 ; Origen, de Prin. U. i. 4 f.) ; and 
Athanasius argues that Almighty God could only 
create out of nothing {de Incam. ii. 4f.). 

God of His goodness created the world for the 
sake of rational beings. From Plato do 4 vnward 8 
the world Avas conceived teleologically as the scene 
and process whereby God realized His purpose of 
oodness toivards man. For man as a rational 
eing Avas essentially superior to all creatures, and 
the Avhole of nature is arranged to supply his needs 
and to afford opportunity for the development of 
his rational capacity (Origen, c. Celsnm, iv. 75-99). 
It might therefore be expected that the Avorld in 
all its parts and operations Avould manifest the 
wisdom and goodness of God. And the Greeks, 
both pagan and Christian, Avero duly impressed 
Avith the unity, harmony, order, and beauty of the 
universe. Although the Greek theologians had 
but little scientific interest in nature, tliey make 
frequent references to its order and bounty as 
cA’idences of the being and nature of God {e.g., 
Origen, c. Celsxtm, i. 23). 

Yet the harmony Avas manifestly marred by evil. 
‘The sure and universal conviction was that the present 
condition and course of the world is not of God, but is of the 
devil ■ (Harnack, i. 182). 

All Christian doctrine involves the idea of a fall, 
whereby the processes of nature as Avell as the 
lives of men Avere turned aside from their original 
and proper course. Platonic and Gnostic theories 
Avhicn traced evil to matter, and Avhich Avould 
therefore make evil inherent in nature, were indeed 
strenuously repudiated. The fall Avas moral, not 
natural, and due to the voluntary acts of rational 
creatures, among Avhom Origen reckoned the sun, 
moon, and stars, as Avell as men, angels, and evil 
spirits (de Prin. ii. ix. 6). But he regards even 
the diversity and plurality in the universe as a 
departure from the unity, from God — a meta- 
physical fall which seems to establish CA-il in the 
nature of things. And the practical dualism of 
asceticism and monasticism found much support in 
Origen’s philosophy. Bub his belief in monotheism, 
in the almighty poAver and goodness of God, and in 
free Avill lea Origen, like the other Greek Fathers, 
to deny vigorously that evil inhered in nature. He 
also rejected the idea of a mechanical uniformity. 


either in the recurring cycles of the universe or in 
the order of nature, because it Avould exclude the 
free AviU from Avhose acts sin and evil had to be 
derived. Nor Avas eAul permitted to mar ultimately 
the perfection of God’s plan, for He so orders the 
Avhole that it fulfils one ideal of perfect harmony 
(tS. n. i. 3). He has so ordained the cycles of the 
teons and the processes of nature that they serve 
to discipline rational beings, and to lead them back 
to the original unity. Thus A\’ill all eAul and 
disorder disappear ‘ Avhen all things shall be re- 
established in a state of unity and AA'hen God shall 
be all in all’ (ib. III. vi. 6). Apocalyptic hopes 
proA’ed the Avay of escape from dualism and despair 
for the early Church. Because of sin the present 
world Avas evil and under the dominion of demons, 
but it Avas a temporary phase to pass aAvay speedily, 
and a restored and renovated Avorld after God’s 
perfect plan Avould soon be ushered in Avith the 
neAV age. Though the AA'orld Avas bad, nature Avas 
good and able to cast off its evil condition. 

4 . The Latin Fathers. — The Latin Fathers 
adopt in the main the theory of the universe 
developed in Greek theology, though Avith some 
characteristic differences. 

•The one God, by Hia commanding word. His arranging 
wisdom. His mighty power, brought forth from nothing this 
entire mass of onr world, with all its array of elements, bodies, 
spirits, for the glory of His majesty ’ (Tert. Apol. 17 ; cf. 11, 21). 

The Genesis story is accepted literallj[ as the Avay 
in Avhich God perfected all His Avorks in due order 
(Tert. adv. Herm. 29). 

(a) Tertullian. — ^TertuUian states Avith neAV em- 
phasis and clearness that God made the world out 
of nothing and it Avill therefore return to nothing. 
This is the theme of several of his treatises against 
the Gnostics (e.g., adv. Herm., adv. Vedent.). 
One characteristic difference betAveen Greek and 
Latin thought Avas that the former Avas never 
quite free from a pantheistic tendency to derive the 
Avorld to some extent by Avay of emanation from 
God’s essence, but in Latin thought God’s creative 
activity is free and even arbitrary, for it is not 
conditioned by His essence. Conversely, the Avorld 
thus made out of nothing by God’s free act assumes 
a more independent existence over against God. 
Although Tertullian and Minucius Felix Avrote 
against Stoicism and rejected its pantheism, their 
vieAv of nature as a totality of substances, laws, 
principles, and order, once created complete in 
itself, Avas largely Stoic. To the Stoic conception 
of a self-Bubsistent Avorld they added the HebreAA’- 
Christian conception of God as its original Creator. 
They came ne.arer to the deistic vieiv than the 
Greeks. Nature was a most holy and ‘ reverend’ 
AA’ork of God, ‘an object of reverence’ (Tert. 
adv. Marcion. iii. 11, de Anima, 27). As it en- 
shrines the AAdsdom and truth of God, man may 
learn from it the general principles of religion and 
morality apart from revelation (de Hcs. Cam. 12). 
There is a common laAV of God ‘ prevailing all over 
the Avorld, engraven on the natural tables ’ , (de 
Corona, 5f.). Tertullian appeals to the Roman 
emperors for the fundamental human right to 
Avorship as a privilege of nature (ad Scapulam, 2). 
The knoAvledge of God is manifest, not only from 
the Avorks of His hands, but from * the noble testi- 
mony of the human soul by nature Christian’ 
(Apol. 17 ; ct. de Test. Animm, 1). Christian ex- 
perience is the special realm of the supernatural 
reA’elation and operation of the Spirit or (3od, but 
all nature’s processes also correspond AA'ith the 
mind of God. There are tAvo diAune operations, 
natural and supernatural, but one truth. Ter- 
tullian shoAVS a deep interest in the detailed pro- 
cesses of nature, Avhich he conceived in the manner 
of Heraclitus as continual change en^ng in a final 
conflagration. He realized the difliciUty Avhicb 
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evil and sin presented to his view of nature as a 
erfect work of God. Some evils and calamities 
e explains as means to the fuliilment of God’s 
purpose, but radical evil and sin he traces to the 
free action of men and evil spirits. Nature is 
originally and essentially good, but the devil is the 
corrupter of nature (de Cult. Fern. i. 8). Yet he 
cannot corrupt the substance created bj^ God. 
Paul’s censure of the flesh applies not to its sub- 
stance but to its action (de Ees. Cam. 10). Christ 
abolishes not carnem peccati but peccatum camis, 
not the substance of flesh but its culpa (de Cam. 
Christi, 16). And in the human soul the rational 
element belongs to its nature, but the irrational 
elements and the sinful tendencies emanate from 
the devil and enter the soul by acts of sin (de 
Anima, 16). Yet sin entered into human nature, 
and so into the world, at so early a stage that in a 
secondary sense it has become part of nature. 

'The corruption of our nature is another nature, havingn god 
and father of its own, the author of corruption ’ (de Anima, 41 ; 
cf. 16, 27, SB). 

Even death is not a condition of nature, but the 
result of sin — the product of a fault and defect 
Avhich is not itself natural ; but it is easy to apply 
the term ‘natural’ to faults and defects that are 
inseparable from us since our birth, or even earlier 
(Traducianism). Thus, while Tertullian vigor- 
ously contends against the metaphysical dualism 
of the Gnostics, and in the main adopts the opti- 
mistic theory of nature which he had derived from 
the Greeks, his deep sense of sin and evil led him 
to lay the foundations of that Western doctrine of 
radical evil which was more fully developed by 
Augustine. Tertullian’s writings also abound in 
ascetic teachings which easily led to the pessimism 
and contempt of nature that became rife in later 
ages. The large place and powerful influence 
wnich he ascribes to tlie devil in human conduct 
and destiny were inconsistent with an optimistic 
conception of nature in the widest sense. He 
never really faced the problem of evil on the large 
scale. He could retain his conception of nature as 
a perfect work of God only by assuming a realm 
or evil outside nature balanced by a realm of grace 
above nature, neither of which he attempted to fit 
into a theory of reality as a whole. 

(J) Augustine . — The doctrine of radical evil was 
further developed by Ambrose of Milan (see 
Harnack, v. 49), and was finally stated as part of a 
system of the universe by his disciple, Augustine. 
With Augustine Patristic thought for the first 
time attains to a thoroughly subjective point of 
view. God and the soul are the two poles on 
which his whole system revolves. His interest in 
external nature and his theories of it are therefore 
secondary to and dependent upon his vieiv of the 
relation between God and the soul. His philosophy 
is fundamentally spiritualistic. He even ap- 
proaches jpanegoism. Will is the sole efficient 
cause. The will of God is the original and 
supreme cause of all things. Created spirits, 
angels and men, both good and bad, are also 
efficient causes in a secondary sense, but they 
have no power except what God has bestowed 
upon them. Material or natural causes are not 
efficient causes at all, ‘ because they can only do 
what the wills of spirits do by them.’ Nature as 
a system of law and order is ‘ an order of causes in 
which the highest efficiency is attributed to the 
■vnll of God^ (de Civ. Dei, v. 9). God, being 
supreniel}’ good, can will only that which is good, 
and therefore all nature or substance is essentially 
good. By His good will He has given existence, 
form, quality, life, reason, beauty, position, rela- 
tion, and all other attributes to everything in its 
due order, not only to heaven and earth, men and 
angels, but to the smallest and most contemptible 


animal, to the feather of a bird, the flower of a 
plant, the leaf of a tree— all have their harmony 
and mutual place as parts of the great whole. It 
is not a necessary uniformity in nature, but the 
harmony of God’s will. Even miracles are miracles 
only in a relative sense, for all events, whether 
normal or abnormal, issue directly from the will of 
God. Even the evil which other wills do, God so 
overrules that it does not mar, but rather com- 
pletes, the harmony of His good purpose (ib. v. 11, 
vii. 30, X. 12, xi. 22, de Moribus Manich. 7, c. 
Faustum, xxi. 5). 

Yet Augustine was intensely conscious of the 
reality of evil both in himself and in the world 
around him. In their normal state both the indi- 
vidual soul and human society, were given over to 
evil as kingdoms of the devil. But this too was 
not of nature, but of will. God was the author 
of all natures and substances, and He could make 
nothing evil (de Moribus Manich. 2). 

‘ The origin of sin Is In the will ; therefore in the will also is 
the origin of evil, both ,in the sense of acting against a just 
precept and in the sense of suilering under a Just sentence ’ 
(c. Faustum, xxii. 22 ; of. de Civ. Dei, xii. 1 ), 

Physical evil is the result of moral evil. Pelagius 
argued therefore that nature, in spite of sin, is 
essentially good, because sin is only a momentary 
act of will that cannot pen'ert or corrupt the nature 
or produce an evil nature (Harnack, v. 194). But 
Augustine held that nature and will are so inti- 
mately bound up together that the will perverted 
by sin perverts and vitiates the nature itself, so 
that it becomes impotent to resist sin (‘natura 
vitiata, massa perditionis, non posse non peocare ’). 
But there was in Augustine’s doctrine a deeper 
element of dualism, a relic of Maniohman or 
Platonic influence, for the nature that ^yas 
vitiated by sin held the capacity of corruption 
because it W’as created out of nothing, and evil is 
the privation of being ; Augustine seems to regard 
the privation of existence in created things as 
in some sense a positive evil (de Moribus Manich. 
vii. 10, c. Epistolam Manichoei, xxxvi. 41). On the 
other hand, nature thus vitiated by sin can be 
restored to goodness, not by the creative or provi- 
dential act of God, but by a supernatural aet_ of 
grace through Jesus Christ and the Church,_ which 
IS therefore a new and higher order of existence 
over against the old order of the sinful world. 
External nature is involved in the calamity of sin 
as the instrument of its punishment. God has not 
withdraivn all His creative goodness, for He has 
filled this misery of the human race with the rich 
and countless blessings of nature, and of the arts 
and sciences of civilized life (de Civ. Dei, x.xii. 22, 
23, 24). Yet the whole framework of nature has 
been irretrievably disordered by sin : 

' From this hell upon earth there fs no escape, save throne h 
the grace of the Saviour’ (ib. xxii. 22), and 'all to which the 
New Testament invites belongs to that future inberitance which 
awaits us In the world to come' (ib. xxl. 15). 

Nature as it is, therefore, stands in a double an- 
tithesis : (1) to original nature ns God created it, 
and (2) to the realm of grace into which the elect 
are delivered from the corruption and_ misery of 
the present world. Anmstine’s doctrine of the 
two realms, of nature and mace, or of the natural 
and supernatural, has held sway over Christian 
thought down to the present time. 

S. Mediffival supernaturalism. — The living in- 
terest of mediaeval thought was almost entirely 
metapln’sical. , 

(a) John Scoites Erigcna, the most powerful 
and original mind in the early Middle Ages, in hia 
chief work, de Divisione Naturm, defines nature_ w 
^e processus of the divine being in four successive 
stages : (1) nature uncreated and creating, or God 
in Himself; (2) nature created and creating, or 
God as prolated cause of all things ; (3) nature 
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created but not creating, the world as the con- 
tinuous evolution process of the one divine sub- 
stance; (4) natirre neither creating nor created, 
God all in all at the end of the process. 

‘Of fatal necessity God eventually withdraws again into 
Himself ; this is the final cosmio absorption in the bosom of 
the Great All’ (M. de Wulf, BUt. of Medieval Philotophy, 
pp. 167-170). 

Erigena’s identification of all reality with God ' 
was not generally accepted by the Church, but tbe 
predominance of the metaphysical standpoint is 
equally manifest in the chief problem that engaged 
the thought of the later Scholastics. 

(6) The controversy about universals . — ^The pro- 
blem was mainly episteraolomoal. Realists and 
conceptualists were manifestly concerned about 
abstract ideas, and nominalism, in spite of its more 
empirical trend, confined its outlook to the abstract 
problem of knowledge, and developed no interest 
in things. 

(c) The medicBval metaphysics of nature, apart 
from Erigena’s pantheism, was in all essentials 
Augustine’s. God created all things by an act 
of will after the exemplar that He had in His mind 
(Aquinas, Summa Thcol. I. xix. 4). He created all 
nature’s good, and evil is neither a being nor a 
good, but the absence of being (ib. xlviii.). The 
causality of God extends to all beings, not only to 
species, but to individuals. All things are directed 
by God to one end. The order of the universe is 
also a good which God has created (ib. xxiL 1, 2). 
And this order involves a gradation of being which 
admits the possibility of evil, but all actual evil 
issues from evil wills (i5. xlix. ). All the Scholastics 
regarded the world chiefly as an effect of which 
God is the cause, Anselm, indeed, not content to 
base the proof of God’s existence on creation, devised 
the ontological argument, but his successors re j ected 
it, and fell back on proofs of the cosmological type. 
These have been criticized as implying a deistic 
separation between God and the world -NYhich limite 
His being and negates His immanence, but it is 
equally true that they tend to empty the world 
of its reality, for its substance or nature which wtm 
good was only the activity of God, while the evil 
m it was the negation of divine activity. 

(cf) Practical dualism. — ^WhUe the metaphysical 
theory of evil represented it as negation, for the 
practical thought of the time it was the most 
terrible and dominant reality. The dualistic trend 
in earlier thought ran riot in the Middle Ages under 
the two forms of asceticism and diabolism, (i.) 
From the 2nd cent, downwards ascetic ideas asserted 
themselves in the Church. In the 3rd cent, men 
began to flee from this evil world to find peace and 
salvation in the desert. During the 4th cent, mon- 
asticism established itself as a permanent institu- 
tion in the East. Its rise in the West was later — 
the Benedictine order in [the 6th cent., the Clunian 
reform in the 11th, the Mendicant orders in the 
13th — but it dominated the life and thought of the 
Western Church in the Middle Ages. Its chief, 
though not its only, underlying principles were 
that the world of sense was evU and therefore to 
be avoided, and that the normal processes of nature 
were, if not essentially evil,^ at least occasions of 
evil. 

• To many, Indeed, virginity was noitbcr more nor leas than 
the very easenoe of Ohriatian morality ’ (Hamack, Monaslicigm, 
Eng. tr., London, 1901, pp. 65, 67). 

(ii.) Above aU, the present world was under the 
' dominion of tbe devil and his host of evil demons. 
Primitive animism, belched forth from the abysses 
of Western paganism, allied itself -with Manichsean, 
monastic, and chiliastio elements in the mind of 
the Church, and all but submerged Christian mono- 
I St. rrancis of Aaaial was a notable exception, whose love of 
nature was equal to bla asceticism, but he stood alone, except 
for some intimations of a revived appreciation of nature found 
in poetry. 


theism and every idea of a world created, ordered, 
and_ ruled by divine wisdom and goodness. Evil 
spirits swarmed upon the earth, ubiquitous and 
nearly all-powerful. Nature and man were their 
playthings. Magic, sorcery, ivitchoraft, posses- 
sion, incubi, succitbcc, alchemy, heresy, even science 
and philosophy, were forms of their activity. God, 
Christ, the Virgin, angels, saints, and sacraments 
aflbrded but uncertain protection against their 
devices to destroy men’s souls. For the popular 
mind, a metaphysical supematuralism was a poor 
protection against a nature diabolism. 

(e) Symbolism. — The remedy was sought neither 
in science nor in theology, but in a symbolic inter- 
pretation of nature, li actual nature had been 
reduced to vanity by evil spirits, it still retained 
the form and image of the true and good, and so 
could be the efficacious instrument of divine grace. 
The idea that things had a double meaning, one 
obvious and the other hidden, had prevailed in many 
forms, in animism, poetry, Christ’s parables, Plato^ 
idealism, Alexandrian allegorism. The Patristic 
age developed the doctrine that the water of 
baptism, and the bread and wine in the Supper, 
had a mysterious and miraculous significance and 
efficacy for salvation. But there was no logical 
reason for limiting symbolical significance to a few 
natural elements. Sacraments were multWied, 
and Hugo of St. Victor (1096-1141), in his de Sacra- 
mentis Christiance Fidei, propounded the theory 
that the whole visible creation was a symbol of the 
invisible world and a revelation of divine truth (H. 
0. Taylor, The Medimval Mind^, vol. ii. ch. xxix.). 
But the symbolical interpretation of nature did not 
really reconcile it to God nor present a Christian 
theory of it. It was but a magic bridge cast by 
iUusion over the chasm of dualism, and it availed 
only BO long as the illusion lasted. When men at 
last brushed away the cobwebs of animism, dia- 
bolism, and symbolism, and gazed upon Nature 
herself, they entered into a universe very different 
from the supematuralism and symbolism of the 
Church. 

6. Physical science in the Middle Ages. — The 
mediteval Church preserved the tradition of science, 
and in its later period one here and there who mani- 
fested a new interest in nature may be reckoned 
as a forerunner of the modem science of nature. 
The end of the Patristic age, from Ambrose and 
Augustine to Gregory, descended to the lowest 
level of ignorance and indifference about nature. 
A semi-mythical book called the Physioloyus sup- 
plied the place of natural history (Taylor, i. 76). 
Boethius (470-525), by his translation of Porphyry’s 
Isagoge and Aristotle’s de Categoriis and de Inter- 
pretatione, revived some study of logic. Martianua 
Capella_(5th cent.), in his Satyricon, or de Nuptiis 
Mercurii et Philologice, gave a compendium of the 
seven liberal arts, grammar, rhetoric, dialectic 
(=:trivium), arithmetic, astronomy, geometry, and 
music (=quadrivium), which became the standard 
text-book. Similar compendia were de Artibus ac 
Disciplinis Liberalium Litterarum of Cassiodorus 
(c. 47p-570), OriginumseuEtymologiarumlAbri XX 
of Isidore of Seville (c. 560-636), de Natura Serum 
of the Venerable Bede (c. 674-734), and de Universe 
of Rabanus Maurus (c. 776-856). Physics or natural 
science was included in all the traditional divisions 
of philosophy, but it only amounted to a collection 
of traditional lore. 

From the 10th to the 12th cent, a new quickening 
influence emerged in the Arabian philoso^y derived 
from Aristotle by Avicenna (980-1037) and Averroes 
(1126-98). Gerbertof Aurillac (c. 950-1003) handled 
the traditional material with a new sense of the 
importance of mathematics and natural science. 
The school of Chartres was a centre of great intel- 
lectual activity. Bernard (1090-1153) wrote on 
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Porphyry, and, under Platonic influence, conceived 
nature as a living organism. His brother, Theodoric 
(c. 1100-56), compiled numerous hooks of natural 
knowledge. Gilbert de la Porr 6 e (1076-1154) wrote 
de SexPrincipiis — an attempt to completeAristotle’s 
treatment or the categories. William of Conches 
(1080-1154), in his Magna de Naturis Philosophia 
and de Philosophia Mundi, propounded an atomic 
theoiy of the universe, and displayed the interest 
in the medical and physiological studies of Galen 
and Hippocrates r^ich marked the school of 
Chartres. John of Salisbury (? 1116-80) and Alan 
de Lflle (? 1128-1202) closed the period of mere 
compilers and disseminators of ancient know- 
ledge. 

The greater writings of Aristotle were redis- 
covered about the middle of the 12th century. The 
stages of theirappropriation by theChristian Church 
are represented by the writmgs of Alexander of 
Hales (t 1245), Albertus Magnus (c. 1200-80), and 
Thomas Aquinas. Aristotle’s spirit of observation 
and research into nature afiected Albert more than 
the others, but his scientific achievements were 
negligible. Vincent of Beauvais (c. 1190-1264), in 
his Speculum Majus, another encyclopaedia, reveals 
a genuine interest in nature (Taylor, ii. 247 f.). 
But all these men, whatever they observed and 
admired of nature, looked out upon it from the 
prison-house of Scholastic metaphysics. Roger 
Bacon (? 1210-? 1294) was of a different type — the 
herald of a new day. He revolted against the a 
priori methods of Scholasticism, and laid doivn the 
experimental method of modem science as the only 
adequate way of investigating nature — ‘Oportet 
ergo omnia certificari per viam experienti® ’ (td. 
ii. 636). 

One important result of the new recognition of 
nature as a witness of truth, and of science and 
philosophy as media of knowledge, was a new 
emphasis upon the distinction between natural and 
supernatural knowledge, and the acceptance of the 
doctrine of twofold truth, one secundum rationem 
and the other secundum fidem, Albert and 
Thomas recognized the distinction between natural 
and revealed religion and tried to reconcile them. 
Duns Scotus allowed to philosophy and theology, the 
natural and the supernatural, each its separate 
realm. But very soon the divergence grew still 
Avider. 

7 . Humanism and science. — In the 16th cent, the 
study of the classics led men back to la neiv appre- 
ciation of nature and a free investigation of it, 
which in the 16th cent, produced the beginnings 
of modem science. 

(a) The philosophy of the Renaissance was not so 
much a new theory of nature as a new attitude 
toAvards it. But the scientific discoveries of 
Copernicus and others in the 16th cent., of Galileo, 
Kepler, and NeAvton, transformed the conception 
of nature, and came into conflict Avith much that 
had been embodied in Roman Catholic dogma. 
Since the Church would not reconstruct its dogmas, 
a deep cleavage was made between theology and 
science, and once more nature was abandoned, if 
not to the devil, to what was confessedly an un- 
Christian interpretation. From the standpoint 
of Roman Catholic dogma the modem conception 
of nature is essentially un-Christian and in most 
respects even anti-Chnstian. 

( 0 ) Protestantism as represented in theology was 
only partially and gradually liberated from medim- 
val metaphysics, but the new spirit of free inquiry 
into nature’s secrets found more complete egres- 
sion in philosophy, science, and literature. _ Bfence 
arose the so-c^ed ‘ conflict between religion and 
science,’ which was really_ a conflict between the 
old and new systems of philosophy and science. 

(c) Rationalism . — Preoccupation with external 


nature exclusively in the 17th and 18th centuries 
produced materialism, sensationalism, and rational- 
ism — systems Avhich denied altogether any spirit- 
ual meaning to nature. 

(d) Pantheism at the other extreme, by identify- 
ing God as natura naturans Avith the world as 
natura naturata, also made all reality an im- 
personal, non-moral system of necessity. 

(e) Deism. — The deists, both heterodox and ortho- 
dox, accepted the current scientific AueAV of nature 
as a uniform system of properties and laivs which 
worked automatically, but in virtue of God’s 
creative act, and they found in it therefore evi- 
dences of certain universal traths of religion — God, 
virtue, future rewards and punishments. The 
orthodox school affirmed in addition certain special 
revelations and acts of God by Avhich He remedied 
the defects that had entered into nature’s mechan- 
ism along Avith sin. These the rationalists denied. 
But both schools assumed a tAA^ofold dualism of God 
and the Avorld, of the supernatural and natural, 
and both placed God normally outside the universe. 
Nature and the Christian revelation Avere two dis- 
tinct operations of God, and the tendency was to 
regard nature independently of God as self-suffi- 
cient and self-explanatory. 

if) Naturalism. — In the 19th cent, naturalism 
(and positivism), allied Avith agnosticism, bepame 
the legitimate successor of deism. Physical science 
in itself need not be religions or irreligious, but, if it 
is put forward as a philosophy, as a complete and 
adequate account of the Avorld as a Avhole, it involves 
the denial of any moral or spiritual significance in 
the world. Writers like Huxley and Spencer Umited 
all knowledge ‘ in the proper sense of knoAving ’ to 
phenomena ; and religion, the spiritual, the super- 
natural, were relegated to the region of the ‘ un- 
known and unknoAvable ’ ; but the knowledge of 
nature therefore could have no religiouslsignificance. 
A similar but less drastic dualism between scienti- 
fic knoAvledge of nature and religious knowledge as 
it is given in Christian experience^ appears in the 
school of Ritschl and in Avriters like Mansel and 
NeAvman. 

8. Idealism and theism. — But modem thought has 
not been content to rest in a vicAV of nature avhich 
leaves the neAV knoAvledge unrelated to religion, or 
Avhich makes nature a complete antithesis both to 
God and to the spiritual being of man. A long 
succession of philosophers — Descartes and Leibniz, 
Kant, Berkeley and Butler, Hegel, Lotze, the 
Cairds, Rudolf Eucken, James Ward, and many 
more — have striven to interpret nature in corre- 
lation with the conception of God as living Md 
personal, free and immanent in the world, by His 
poAver, AAusdom, and goodness continually forming 
and guiding it to fulfil His perfect purpose of holi- 
ness and love. This theistio philosophy has not 
solved all its problems. The relation of the in- 
finite to the finite, of the eternal to time and to the 
process of evolution, of the One to the many, the 
existence of ei^, both moral and physical, are 
yet no more than formulated questions Avdthout 
answers. Theism is more a faith than a science, 
and it is not altogether a Christian faith. Modem 
thought cannot accept the Patristic and Scholastic 
method of imposing a Christian interpretation upon 
nature by authority. The Christian vieAV has 
found more confident expression in some modern 
poets, such as WordsAvorth and Browning, than in 
philosophy. The speculative methods or thewtic 
philosophy move ^ut sloAvly and uncertainly 
toAA-ards Christ’s idea of the Avorld as tlie Father^s 
home and workshop. All that can be said is that 
theism represents nature in a way more congenial 
to Christian experience and thought than any other 
system, and that its line of progress, if it can make 
nn 3 ’ progress, is set in the direction of the Christ- 
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ian ideal of a world in which ‘all things work 
together for good to them that love God.’ 
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T. Rees. 

NATURE (Egyptian). — ^Various attempts have 
been made in the direction of clasaifymg and 
arrangi^ the enormous multitude of Egyptian 
gods. There is one grouping, .however, which, 
while it cuts across many of the other arrange- 
ments that have been suggested — human gods, 
animal gods, composite gods, and so forth — seems 
to mark a fairly moad and manifest division of 
Egyptian religious thought. On the one hand, 
we have abstract gods, called into being by the 
Egyptian relimous consciousness as the expression 
of certain qualities which they found more or less 
present in their own natures, and assumed there- 
fore to he necessarily inherent in their divinities. 
On the other hand, we have nature-gods, created 
by the people as the expression of certain aspects 
01 the world and the visible universe around them. 
It may be a question which of these two classes of 
divinities came first into being ; but on the whole, 
looking to the character of the Egyptian as o. re- 
ligious thinker, it seems probable that the rise of 
the abstract gods was a later development, _ and 
that the earliest developments of Egyptian religion 
were in the direction of forming gods out of the 
aspects and powers of nature as seen around the 
earliest inhabitants of the Nile Valley. 

• Ab nmonc all other early peoples, it was In his natural sur- 
roundings that the Egyptian first saw his gods. The trees and 
springs, the stones and hili-tops, the birds and beasts, were 
creatures like himself, or possessed of strange and uncanny 
powers of which he was not master. Nature thus makes the 
earliest impression upon the religious faculty, the visible world 
is first explained in terms of religious forces, and the earliest 
gods are the controlling forces of the material world. A social 
or political realm, or a domain of the spirit where the gods 
shall be supreme. Is not yet perceived. Such divinities os these 
were local, each known only to the dwellers in a given locality ' 
(Breasted, Development of Religion and Thought in Ancient 
Egypt, p. 4 f.). 

Later, as it would appear, the more abstract 
aspects of divinity came into view ; abstractions 
such as Maat, the goddess of truth, make their 
appearance, and even the old nature-gods change 
their character to some extent, and are more philo- 
sophically conceived ; but Egyptian religion never 
made any very peat advances in the direction 
of philosophic abstraction, and the nature-gods 
occupy, from first to last, by far the most im- 
portant position (cf. PERSONIFICATION [Egyptian]). 

They fall into two great poups : (1) sky-gods 
and (2) earth-gods. It would perhaps be simpler 
to call the sky-gods by the title of sun-pds, for 
they are all more or less connected with the cycle 
of solar deities, while the main earth-gods belong 
to a perfectly distinct cycle. The two great 
currents of religious thought in Egypt pe those 
which deal with the Ra, or solar, cycle of divinities, 
and those which deal with the Osiris, or earthly, 
cycle. The two are found, as was to bo_ expected, 
already existing side by side at the earliest period 


of which we have any record ; the rivalry between 
the two schools of thought and worship continues 
throughout the course of Egyptian history, and 
the developments of doctrine which derive from 
these two difierent lines of thought pve rise to a 
good deal of that extraordinary confusion and in- 
consistency which are the first thinp that strike 
the student of Egyptian religion. The Egyptian 
never finally discarded either the one group or the 
other in his mind, and be kept side by side all tbe 
developments that arose out of the two theories of 
God without worrying over the fact that they were 
often absolutely inconsistent -with eacb other. So 
we have, e.g., heavens that belong to tbe solar 
cycle co-existing in the religious literature with 
heavens that belong just as manifestly to the 
Osiris cycle, and are totally inconsistent with the 
others. The story of Egyptian religion is practi- 
cally the story of the parallel development and 
rivalry of two groups of nature-gods — a heavenly, 
or solar, and an earthly, or Osirian. The intervals 
when other gods seem to oust both groups are not 
really exceptions to this statement. Thus, to take 
the most notable instance, the rise of the Theban 
god Amen to supremacy in the land, coinciding 
with the rise of Thebes as the capital city, is accom- 
plished only by_ the stock-in-trade of the solar 
cycle of gods being credited to the Theban deity, 
who thus loses or sinks his own original character 
in order to become adequate to his new glory; 
Amen becomes Amen-R&. 

I. Sky-gods. — It is not difficult to see why the 
cosmic gods were headed and ruled in the Egyptian 
theory by the sun-god. 

‘The all-enveloping glory and power of the Egj'ptian eun la 
the most insistent fact in the Nile valley ’ (Breasted, p. 9). 

Among the many natural agencies that were of 
importance to him, the Egyptian saw none that 
could be compared mth this, and probably the 
very earliest form that religious thought took 
was the establishment of some kind of conception 
of a sun-god. There are in Ef^yptian religious 
literature traces of a still earlier form of sun- 
worship than that which we find in existence in 
the earliest historical period — a form in which the 
god was a Horus, or a group of Horuses, out of the 
innumerable company of deities of the same name 
which existed in Egypt. The many forms in which 
the sun-god was represented are doubtless survivals 
of the multitude of local cults of the everywhere 
present deity. Roughly, however, the prevalent 
idea represented the sun-god under three aspects. 
He is Khepera, the god of coming into being or 
becoming, in the morning when he rises, his 
emblem being in this case the winged beetle. He 
is Ra when he sails across the heaven in his boat 
during the middle of the day, and is represented 
as either a hawk-headed or a ram-headed human 
being, with a solar disk upon his head. He is Turn 
or Atum, ‘ an aged man tottering down the west,’ 
when he appears as the setting sun. 

Ra, to take the most generally used of his titles, 
is at the head of the Egyptian pantheon, and baa 
in his company a cycle of other divinities repre- 
senting other aspects and forces of nature. The 
theories of how he came into being are various. 
At Memphis it was held that Ptab, the artificer- 

f od, shaped an egg out of which came the sun-god. 

ilsewhero a lotus-flower appeared out of the prim- 
eval watery element, and held Ra concealed among 
its leaves ; or, as at Heliopolis, the god had appeared 
originally as a phoenix upon the ancient pyramidal 
stone in the temple. Having come into existence 
in one or other of these ways, Ra (or Nebertcher, 
as he is called in the texts referring to this par- 
ticular period of his being) then by his own 
masculine power produced a pair of gods— Shu, the 
space- or air-god, and Tefnut, his -n-ife. 
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‘ I, even I, spat in the form of Shn, and I emitted Tefnnt. I 
became from God one, Gods three, that is to say from myself 
two Gods came into being on this earth’ (Budge, The Ooisof 
the Egyptiane, i. 317). 

Of Shu and Tefnnt are bom Seb or Geb, the earth- 
ed, and Nut, the sky-goddess; and of them are 
orn Osiris and Set, Isis and Nephthys. Osiris 
and the chief figures in the Osirian cycle here 
appear in the Ka group of gods, but in an entirely 
subordinate position, and vvith no very marked 
reason for their presence, as they have no particular 
function to perform. This -would seem to point to 
the fact that, -when the gods -were thus grouped — 
■which cannot have been at the very earliest period 
— the Osiris group -was already in existence and 
had to be incorporated somehow or other, though 
in a form quite inconsistent with the importance 
attributed to Osiris ■ and his retinue in nis o-wn 
legend. 

Ka’s function as sun-god is at first a purely 
material one. He is the source of life and in- 
crease, the driver away of storm, the expeller of 
rain, and the breaker up of cloud. He has enemies 
who fight against him, and in one legend he loses 
one of his eyes — an attempt, no doubt, to account 
for eclipses ; another version of the losing of the 
eye seems to be associated with the waxing and 
waning of the moon, whose close connexion with 
the sun would speedily be detected. In this case 
the lost eye is restored by Thoth, the moon-god. 
Beginning with these purely natural functions, Ha 
at a very early penod developed into a more 
ethical governor of the world, and we learn how 
men rebelled against his rule, and were destroyed 
in vengeance by the fierce goddess Hathor (Sekh- 
met), who may in this case, as also in some other 
instances, represent the destroying heat of the sun. 
Finally, Ra became the great beneficent ruler of 
the world, the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. 

Of his cycle, Shu, the air-god, is practically con- 
fined to a single action. He is the separator, and 
it is his function to separate Nut, the sky-goddess, 
from the embrace of Seb, the earth-god, and to 
keep her continually arched over the world, while 
Tefnnt, his wife, is a mere feminine adjunct to 
him. Nut was not worshipped, and had no local 
establishment, and Seb, at least in the developed 
form of the Ra legends, was purely passive, though 
there are signs in remnants of eanier legends of 
his greater activity as divider of the earth. The 
appearance of Set as well as Osiris in the cycle of 
the solar god suggests that he may have repre- j 
sented some natural phenomenon, like the rest of 
his group — probably the darkness. In this case 
the enmity between Set and Horus, which finds 
full development in the great Osiris legend, would 
be the transference to a later tradition of a much 
older enmity between the solar Horus, who stands 
for the sun-god of the earliest Egyptian belief, and 
the darkness. In_ one of the Pyramid Texts Seb, 
the earth -god, assigns their respective domains to 
Homs and Set in a fashion that suggests the entire 
equality of the two divinities of light and darkness 
in this early stage of Egyptian religious thought. 
While Rfi is to be -viewed as the typical and repre- 
sentative sun-god of Egypt, it must oe remembered 
that he is only one of a great number of forms of 
the same divinity. Many of the nome-gods of the 
land were, as was natural, sun-gods also, and were 
identified, when occasion arose, -with the great 
central deity. 

The cosmogony attached to this solar cycle of 
gods was as manifold and as inconsistent as the 
company of gods with which it had to deal. In 
one version the sky appears as a great cow, whose 
feet rest upon the earth and form tiie four pillars 
of the universe, while the barque of the sun-god 


jjasses along its belly. In another the sky is 
represented by the form of a woman, the sky- 
goddess Nut, who bends over the earth, touching 
it at the four cardinal points with her feet ana 
the tips of her fingers, while the sun-god’s barque 
I sails over her back. But in the most generdly 
i received idea the heavens are represented as a 
I great iron canopy stretched over the earth, and 
supported upon four pillars. From this canopy 
the stars hang like lamps ; and round the margin 
of the earth below runs the great river, the celestial 
j Nile, along whose surface the sun-god sails in his 
I barque all day, appearing in the morning from 
behind the eastern mountains, and disappearing 
behind the western mountains in the evening. 
This, of course, raised the question of how the god 
got back from west to east m time for his morning 
re-appearance ; and the result was the invention of 
the journey of Ra through the realms of the dark 
I under world — a doctrine which received extra- 
I ordinary and fantastic development during the 
[ period of the XIXth dynasty. In his journey 
i across the heavens the sun-god met with many 
enemies, particularly the CTeat serpent Apap; 
and the crew of his boat had to fight for him 
against the monsters which would have devoured 
him. Here, no doubt, we have survivals of some 
primitive theory of eclipses, 
j Along -with the sun-god there goes a company of 
i other gods and goddesses. Among these the first 

? lace must be given to the moon-god ThOth or 
'ahuti, though later he became more a god of learn- 
ing, .'and was, indeed, the head of the Hermopolitan 
ogdoad, which consisted of abstract deities. The 
reason for this transference of ThSth from his 
original position as a nature-god to the position of 
a god of learning and letters is fairly obvious. 
Owing to its rapd motion among the stars, the 
moon has always been the most convenient regu- 
lator of all periods of time greater than the day, 
and from its motions reckonings have been made 
and dates fixed in aU ages and among all nations. 
Therefore it was perfectly natural to attribute to 
the moon-god the invention of letters and figures, 
and the control and regulation of all forms of 
learning. Later, and especially in connexion with 
the rise of Thebes, another form of the moon-god 
came into prominence, though without affecting 
the prestige of Thoth, who by this time had fully 
taken his place as the god of learning. This was 
Khonsu, who formed the third member of the 
Theban triad, which consisted of Amen the father- 
god, Mut the mother-goddess, and Khonsu the 
son. In this development the moon-god is repre- 
sented as of purely human form, while Thoth is 
always figured ivith a human body and the heac 
of an ibis. A late romance tells us that the temple 
at Thebes possessed two images of Khonsu, of which 
the one was named ‘ Khonsu-of-Good-Counsel-in- 
Thebes,’ and the other ‘ Khonsu-the-Expeller-of- 
Demons,’ and that the latter image, which appears 
to have occupied a secondary rank, possessed 
magical powers. 

'The sly-goddess Nut, so long as she remams a 
sky-goddess, is merely a pictorial adjunct to_ the 
solar god, and appears to have received very little 
veneration in historical times. In another of her 
manifestations, however, she becomes the favourite 
goddess of the Egyptian pantheon, under the form 
of the goddess Hathor. This title, ‘ House of 
Homs,’ distinctly indicates her nature as a sky- 
goddess, and her association with the_ oldest form 
of solar worship ; but, for what reason is unkno-^, 
she became at an early date not only the chief of 
all the goddesses, but the special object of women a 
adoration, and the goddess of pleasure and of love, 
the Egyptian Aphrodite. While this is so, another 
and a more terrible aspect of her character is 
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revealed by the ancient legend which recounts the 
rebellion of mankind against Ra and pictures 
Hathor as the eager executrix of the sun-god’s 
vengeance upon humanity. In this aspect she is 
identified with the lioness-headed goddess Sekhmet, 
and_ may perhaps be held, , as Renouf suggests 
(Origin and Groioth of Eeligion, p. 179), to repre- 
sent the destroying heat of the sun. Another mcy- 
goddess of great antiquity, and, at the beginning 
and near the end of Egyptian history, of great 
importance, is Neit of Sais, ‘ the mother who 
brought forth the sun.’ As this epithet suggests, 
she is originally a creative goddess, and is some- 
times represented as having woven the universe as 
a weaver weaves cloth — an early version of the 
‘ roaring loom of Time.’ To this cycle of the solar 
gods there belongs its own theory of heaven and 
of the destiny of the dead in the hereafter. It 
would be more correct to say theories ; for there 
are two versions more or less inconsistent with one 
another, as is not uncommon in Egyptian religion. 
In the one the blessed dead are received into 
heaven, there to shine as the stars in the firmament ; 
in the other they are privileged to enter the boat 
of the sun-god, and to voyage with him through 
the realms of day and night. 

2 . Earth-gods. — Over against the sky-gods and 
goddesses of the solar cycle, and, no doubt, in the 
earliest stages of Egyptian religious thought, more 
or less hostile to them, were set the earth-gods, of 
whom the foremost and most important by far are 
those of the Osiris cycle. The beginnings of the 
Osiris stow lie very far back in E^ptian history ; 
and the Osiris who is met with in the earliest 
stages of the Egyptian religion is a very different 
being from the beneficent king of Plutarch’s 
legend, slain by his brother, and aftenvards ap- 
pointed king and judge in the realms of the dead.* 
The original Osiris of Egyptian religion is purely 
and simply a nature-god — and a nature-god who is 
not necessarily of a beneficent type at all. The 
earliest notion of the relation of Osiris to human 
beings discernible in the Pyramid Texts is that he 
is a power hostile to them, against whose male- 
volence protection has to bo sought in magic utter- 
ances. 

The reason for this apparently strange beginning 
of the gracious god of the resurrection is to be 
found in the original r61e played by Osiris as a 
nature-god. He appears, in the earliest thought, 
to have represented the Nile. Now it is easy to 
see the stages by which, as the Nile was gradually 
pressed into the service of the Egyptian residents, 
the NUe-god became a beneficent deity — in fact 
almost the most precious and beneficent of all 
deities, so that he grew to be a noteworthy rival 
. of Ra himself in the esteem of men. But in the 
beginning of things, when the Nile was yet un- 
bridled, and the idea of utilizing its overflow had 
not yet dawned upon the inhabitants of the valley, 
that very peculiarity of the annual inundation 
which made the river an inestimable boon in later 
ears must have made it a terror. Lives would 
e threatened, homes destroyed, and labour lost. 
Until the movements of the river were understood, 
and to some extent regulated and taken advantage 
of, the NBe-god must have been regarded as a 
destroying deity. Particularly before the Egyp- 
tians had learned to bury their dead safely beyond 
reach of the waters of the inundation, the Nile and 
its deity must have been a terror to them. This is 
probably the reason why in the Pyramid Texts we 
find traces of an Osiris who is hostile to men, and 
against whom the dead need to be protected by 
words of power. 

1 Plutarch’s IcRcnd, none the less, eecma to represent with 
coneiderable accuracy the later derelopments of the OstriB 
myth. 


The identification of Osiris with the Nile is 
rendered absolutely certain by a number of pass- 
ages in the Pyramid Texts — e.g., in the passage of 
the finding of the dead god by his son Homs we 
are told : 

‘ Horus comes, he recognizes his father in thee, youthful 
in thy name of Fresh TFafer.’ 

And again, in a passage where the inundation is 
directly ascribed to him : 

*The lakes fill, the canals are inundated by the purification 
that came forth from Osiris* ; 

while later King Ramses iv. addresses Osiris 
thus : 

‘Thou art indeed the Nile, great with fields at the beginning 
of the seasons ; gods and men live by the moisture that is in 
thee.' 

The identification of Osiris with water is carried 
still further by making him identical, not only with 
the Nile, but with the ocean also : 

‘Thou art great, thou art green, in thy name of Great Green ; 
lo i tbou art round as the Great Circle ; lo I thou art turned 
about, thou art round as the circle that encircles the Banebu 
(the iEgeans).' 

From the identification of Osiris with the life- 
^ving river it is only a step to the identification 
of him with the life-giving function generally. 
Here, therefore, he enters into relationship with 
the soil over which the water of the inundation 
flows. Life is produced by the combination of the 
water and the soil, and so, by a natural process, 
Osiris at a very early stage has become a god of 
the fruitful soil, and is even identified with the 
earth itself. In a. very remarkable passage quoted 
by A. Erman (ZA xxxviii. [1900] 30-33) Osiris is 
addressed as follows : 

‘When canals are dug, , . . houses and temples are built, 
when monuments are transported, and fields are cultivated, 
when tom1>chapels and tombs are excavated, they rest on thee, 
it is thou who makest them. They are on thy back, though 
they are more than can be put into writing. [ThyJ back hath 
not an empty place, for they all lie on thy back j but [thou 
sayest) not: “I am weighed down." Thou art the father 
and mother of men, they live in thy breath, they eat of the 
flesh of thy body. The Primeval is thy name.’ 

The last sentences show the process ^ which Osiris 
is being gradually transformed. He is now an 
earth-god ; the atmosphere is his also j further, he 
is beginning to become a god of sustenance — ' they 
eat of the flesh of thy body.’ The process takes 
another step, in which Osiris is identified, not only 
with the sou, but also with the grain and the fruit- 
ful plants produced by the boU, and becomes a god 
of com and wine. He had already reached tiiis 
stage by the date of the Pyramid Texts. He is 
addressed in these as ‘ Thou lord of green fields,’ 
and as ‘Lord of overflowing wine.’ At a later 
stage, in the Cofiin Texts, which occupy a position 
in time between the Pyramid Texts and the Book 
of the Dead properly so called, we find passages in 
which the deceased expresses himself thus : 

‘ I am Osiris, . . . tbe gods live as I, I live as the gods, I live 
as grain, I grow ns grain, ... I am barley.’ 

The idea is further illustrated by the frequent 
representations which show grain sprouting out 
of the prostrate body of Osiris or a tree growing 
out of his tomb or coffin, and by the fact that an 
effigy of Osiris moulded out of bruised com and 
earth was sometimes buried along with the dead, 
or in the cornfield to ensure a good crop. 

The whole process of the transformation of Osiris 
is thus perfectly manifest. The original god of 
the Nile — a being hostile to humanity in some 
aspects of his working — becomes, as the nation 
learns to avail itself of the inundation, a beneficent 
deity who blesses the soU, then the soil itself, then 
the fraits that grow out of the soil. 

‘ The god was doubtless in Egi’ptian thought the Imperishable 
principle ot life wherever found, and this conception not in- 
frequently appears in representations of him, showing him even 
in death ns still possessed of generative power. The ever-waning 
and reviving life of the earth, sometimes associated with the 
life-giving waters, sometimes with the fertile soil, or again dis- 
cerned in vegetation itself— that was Osiris ' (Breasted, p. 2S). 

When we have got to this stage, we are obviously 
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not far from the possibility wMch is realized when 
Osiris is transformed from a mere beneficent 
harvest-god, dying and reviving with his crops, 
to the moral and spiritual being who is regarded 
as the representative of good, placed over against 
the representative of evil in his brother Set. Set, 
who in the solar cycle appears to stand for dark- 
ness, in the Osiris cycle seems to stand for the 
desert soil as opposed to the fertile land of Egypt. 
He is the Red Fiend from the colour of his sands 
as against the black soil of the alluvial plain — 
ever encroaching on the domain of his brother, 
and ever hostile to his interests. The death and 
rising again of Osiris are in the beginning the 
mere recognition of the facts of nature, seen year 
by year in the changing seasons ; gradually they 
are moralized, and become the type of immortality 
and resurrection, and also of the final victory of 
good over evil. St. Paul’s argument in 1 Co 15 
develops in a Christian fashion the same idea 
which the Egyptian thinkers of at least 3000 years 
before had already -wrought out in their cwn way, 
when they made this iNile-earth-harvest-god into 
the type of the resurrection and the earnest of 
everlasting life. 

Isis, the wife of Osiris, is regarded as her 
husband’s helper in the securing of fruitfulness. 
The inundation coincided with the rising of Sothis, 
the star of Isis, and therefore the fruitfulness 
consequent upon it was attributed to her as well 
as to her husband. 

‘ The beloved daughter, Sothia, makes thy fruita in this her 
name of “year" ' (Pyramid Text, quoted in Breasted, p. 22). 

Isis, however, is regarded by Maspero as originally 
an independent nature-goddess, tne earth-goddess 
of Buto, who was only introduced at a later period 
into the Osiris cycle. It is more difficult to see 
the place of Horus in the harvest story, until he 
has to be brought in as the avenger of his father. 
In the solar cycle Horus, as himself the original 
sun-god and the personification of light, has a 
natural place as against Set, the darioiess.'and 
wages unceasing warfare -with him. There is no 
obvious reason for his appearing in the Osiris cycle, 
when the struggle is one between fruitfulness and 
barrenness, till he is brought in to round out the 
story as the avenger of his father ; and no doubt 
much of the detail of the warfare of Horus with 
Set really belongs to the original solar form of the 
strife, and has been adapted to the case of Horus 
the avenger. Nebhat, or Nephthys, the -svife of 
Set, is merely a concession to the Egyptian love 
of symmetry in families, though Renouf (p. 112) 
regards her as the sunset, wedded to Set, the dark- 
ness. This, of course, would give her a place in 
the solar cycle, but none in the true Osiris group. 

3. Other deities. — In addition to the two great 

O s of nature-gods, the solar and the Osirian, 
gyptians recognized a great number of local 
deities, who may be regarded as merely variants 
of the chief gods already mentioned, while, 
further, they recognized a number of quite sub- 
ordinate divinities of nature, spirits of the wood 
and stream and hiU, sacred trees, sacred serpents, 
and so forth. But besides all these there were 
certain other divinities, not always clearly dis- 
tinguished from some of those mentioned above, 
and yet with a sufficiently independent existence 
to warrant separate notice of them. Chief among 
these is the Nile-god Hapi, to be distinguished 
from the other Hapi, son of Horus, who was one 
of the four divinities to whom the charge of the 
internal organs of the dead was committed, and 
whose heads appear as the so-called canopic Jars. 
HSpi, strictly speaking, ought only to be a variant 
of Osiris ; but the development and moralizing of 
the Osiris legend led to the detachment of Osiris 
from his original functions as a Nile-god, and 


Hapi took his place in that aspect, with some 
claim to be regarded as an independent divinity. 
Hapi was one of the most widely recognized and 
worshipped of Egyptian gods, which is not to be 
wondered at when the importance of the river to 
the land is considered. Bfe was, of course, particu- 
larly the object of worship in respect of the annual 
inundation, and it was believed that, if his worship 
were neglected, the inundation would not be favour- 
able. He had temples at Memphis, Heliopolis, 
and- elsewhere ; but his place was all over the land 
of Egypt, and there are few localities where the 
familiar figure of the NUe-god is not to be seen 
among the temple sculptures. He is generally 
represented as a fat and flabby man with female 
breasts, typifying fertility, and is bedecked with 
water-plants and flowers. Sometimes he is separ- 
ated into two gods, the god of the Upper and the 
god of the Lower Nile, wearing in the former case 
the lotus, and in tlie latter the papyrus; and a 
very frequent representation of him shows a Nile- 
god for each of the forty-two nomes of Egj-pt — a 
procession of deities advancing in single file to 
present gif ts to the king. Associated with Hajji are 
various minor gods — Hor, Zefa, and Resef, repre- 
senting food and abundance ; Neper and Nepera, 
the god and goddess of grain ; and the snake-headed 
Rennut, goddess of the harvest. 

The local god of the Fayyum province also deserv-es 
separate mention. This was Sebek, the crocodile- 
god. The reason for the adoption of such a god 
in the lake district, where no doubt the animal 
abounded in early days, is sufficiently obvious. 
In addition to his local sanctity, he was worshipped 
at Ombos, where he was identified with Set ; but 
he was also regarded in other localities as a variant 
of Ra and as an associate of Osiris. Sebek is repre- 
sented either as a crocodile or as a human being 
witli a crocodile’s head, 

Min, the highway god of Koptos, is also to be re- 
garded in some of his aspects as a nature-god. He 
was the nome-god of Panopolis ; but, in addition, he 
was more or less universally worshipped through- 
out Egypt as the type of the generative power of 
nature. He is represented as an ithyphalfip figure 
waving a scourge in his right hand above his head. 
The harvest festival was dedicated to him in 
acknowledgment of the abundance produced by 
the earth, and several of the gods were identified 
with him when they were referred to as begetters 
of their di-vine sons. 

The extraordinary development of the worship 
of the solar god in the reign of Amenhotep ly. 
(Akhenaten) can scarcely be regarded as within 
the range of this subject. In so far as the Aten, 
the life-giving principle of the solar_ disk, is re- 
garded as a mere aspect of the material vivifying 
function of the sun, the new god which Akhenaten 
attempted to introduce may be regarded as a 
nature-god; but Atenism represents an attempt 
to reach something much more spiritual than any- 
thing which can be associated with the old nature- 
worship of the Egyptians. It is solar worship in a 
sense, but solar worship reduced to its most spirit- 
ual elements. 
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NATURE (Greek). — ^When Aristophanes de- 
clares in a striking passage in the Peace' that a 
main difiference between the religion of the Hellenes 
and that of the barbarians was that the latter 
sacrificed to the snn and moon, the former to per- 
sonal deities like Hermes, he was partly right, out 
did not tell the whole truth. The leading deities 
of the Hellenic stocks were concrete personal be- 
ings, vividly conceived and strikingly anthropo- 
morphic ; they were individuals of a certain moral, 
social, and spiritual character. None of them are 
merely thinly-disguised personifications of natural 
phenomena and forces, and many of them reveal 
no sign of having originated in nature-worship. 
Zeus himself appears to have been for the earliest 
Hellenes, and probably for other Aryan races, a 
personal sky-god who directed celestial phenomena ; 
the earliest conception may have been of the sky 
ns animate or as the abode of a vague mirit, and we 
have one or two examples in actual Hellenic cult 
or cult-legend of the identification of Zeus with 
some phenomenon of the sky, as in the Mantinean 
inscription recording the cult of Zeus Kepavpbs and 
in the Arcadian legend of Zeus Koiririiras mentioned 
below. It may be also that we can discern a primi- 
tive direct nature-worship dimly revealed by the 
cult of Demeter XK6ri (Demeter Vegetation), and 
that there was once at Marathon a cult of the 
spring verdure, XKinj, regarded as divine before the 
idea of the personal goddess had wholly penetrated 
and. absorbed it.® But it is difiScult to pronounce 
at what time the animistic and pre-anthropomorphic 
religious sense prevailed unblent with the anthro- 
pomorphic idea. Certainly, when the early Greek 
was worshipping Artemis or Apollo, he was not 
consciously worshipping the moon or the sun. 
Even a deity so mancedly departmental as Posei- 
don was never identified in substance with the 
inland waters or the sea which were his province, 
nor was the element ever called by his name. Nor 
can we say that the people who worshipped Heph- 
aistos were fire-worshippers, although some dim 
trace of a primitive conception of fire as something 
animate and divine survives in one or tivo phrases 
attaching to his name — as, when the fire crackled, 
it was said ‘Hephaistos laughs’® — but, as far as 
we can trace it, the name Hephaistos in its original 
application never denoted the fire itself, but always 
the personal god. There is, then, much truth and 
reality in the pronouncement of Aristophanes ; the 
term ‘nature-god’ applies to very few of the lead- 
ing figures of Hellenic polytheism. Nevertheless, 
in the rich and many-sided popular religion of 
Greece we find direct worship often paid to cer- 
tain of the forces and phenomena of the natural 
world. 

Before we collect the evidence and consider its 
importance for the religious history and cultyire of 
the race, we should distinguish three stages in the 
religious perception of nature : (a) the worshipper 
may regard an object or a phenomenon oi the 
materiEU world as mysteriously divine and animate 
and pay direct worship to it as a conscious power 
that can benefit him or injure him ; {b) he may 
regard the object or phenomenon as the abode, 
lurking-place, or manifestation of an immanent 
spirit, vaguely conceived but invested with some 
personality ; (c) he may clothe this vague spirit 
with ever sharper traits of personality and indi- 
viduality until it becomes a concrete god, who pro- 
duces the object and controls the element or phe- 
nomenon ; the god thus evolved may bo confined to 
this function and is then a true nature-god, or he 
may enlarge his sphere and grow in freedom and 
become a moral, political, and spiritual power, no 
longer enmeshed in the material world at all. The 

I409£r. aSeeCeSUi. 83f.,S12,ref.9. 

3 Aristot., p. 869a. 


study of Greek religion presents us with aU these 
phenomena and these religious stages. 

The first we may designate— for want of a better 
name— as animatism ; ' the second as animism, im- 
plying a vaguely personal 5a£guv, or numen; the 
third as theism, implying the worship and imagina- 
tion of a clearly defined 6e6s, 

1. Animatism. — Nature-mamc, which existed in 

Greece as elsewhere by the side of nature-religion, 
belongs to the two earlier of these three stages ; 
the Greek rarely, if ever, practised magic upon his 
BeSi. Nor was his imagination, with its strong bias 
for concrete and anthropomorphic creation, usually 
content with the inchoate perception of the mere 
‘animatism.’ Yet traces of what may be called 
tbe most primitive religious feeling in regard to 
nature survived in Greece. According to Pau- 
sanias, in Arcadia near Trapezous, ‘ sacrifices are 
offered to lightning and thnnder and storms. ’ ® We 
may, of course, suspect the presence of personal 
deities here ; but the words of Pausanias, who is 
generally careful in such matters, ought to be 
regarded as valid evidence of a naive animatism. 
The feeling in the Arcadian worshipper may have 
been the same as Hesiod’s when no advises the 
traveller not to ‘pass through the fair-flowing 
water of streams, ere thou utterest a prayer gazing 
into the fair torrent, having washed thy hands in 
the white and lovely water.’® It may be that no 
god or spirit to whom the prayer was directed is 
imagined here, but only the aivine and animate 
water. Even Homer’s rivers of the Trojan plain, 
Simoeis and Skamandros, are occasionally imagined 
as nothing more than the element itself, but con- 
scious and passionate.* On the same level was the 
earliest Hellenic impression of the holiness of the 
household hearth in itself, before they endeavoured 
to realize the personal goddess Hestia.® At this 
early stage nature-magic, as distinct from religion, 
is likely to be practised. At Methana, near Troizen, 
the severed limbs of a cock were carried round 
the vineyards to preserve them from the baneful 
influence of the wind that was called Lips; the 
practice, which is purely magical and apotropseic, 
implying no personal god nor even a spirit, was 
still in vogue in the time of Pausanias.® He' tells 
us also that he saw them there averting hail with 
sacrifices and incantations, the one a religious, the 
other a magical device. The same union of magic 
with simple worship of the elements is suggested 
by the words of Clement of Alexandria concerning 
the Magi, or wise men, of Eleonai in Sikyon, who 
‘when the clouds are about to throw down hail 
avert the threat of their anger by incantations and 
sacrifices.’' The gilds of ‘Wind -soothers’ or 
‘Wind-lullers,’ called in Attica and 

’AvefioKoXrai at Corinth, may have worked directly 
on these elements ® by means of simple incantation- 
magic or may have employed some method of 
religious service. Concerning these few examples 
of the simplest and crudest religious feeling in 
regard to natural phenomena it is hard to speak 
with certainty, for the e'ridence supplied ns may 
be defective, and we cannot interrogate it. 

2 . Animism. — ^In regard to the religious facts 
that belong to the second of the types distinguished 
above, our indications are fuller and clearer. In 
the earliest period of Hellenic history to which our 
record reaches back or to which our theory can 
penetaate, we find an animistic perception that 
imagines the more salient parts of nature as 
containing a datfiav, or numen, that is personal 
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enough to be able to receive sacrifice on the altar, 
to hearken to prayer, to punish offences, hut not 
yet sufliciently defined to be invested vrith con- 
crete and complex personality and anthropomorphic 
character ; and a small part of the Greek religion 
remains at this inchoate daimonistic stage, half- 
•way to the higher stage of theism, down to the 
close of paganism. 

We discern this in the worship of certain mete- 
oric and celestial phenomena. At Titane in Sikyon 
there was an altar erected to the -winds,' on which 
the priest sacrificed on one night every year : ‘and 
he aoes other secret rites into four sacrificial pits, 
and, as they say, he sings over them certain incan- 
tations of Medea, assuaging the fierceness of the 
■winds.’ Apart from the element of magic, these 
rites of altar and sacrifice imply the worship of 
personal spirits — •\vinds pure and simple would 
not need an altar — and these spirits belong to the 
dark world of ghosts. _ This association of furious 
winds -with ghosts is a wide-spread animistic 
belief. It is illustrated by the double character 
attaching to the ‘ Tritopatores ’ at Athens, ances- 
tral spirits as their name and certain inscriptions 
reveal them, yet explained as wind-powers by 
Hesychius.* 

Sacrifice in itself need not imply the idea of 
personal spirits; but certain peculiar fashions of 
sacrifice to the -winds, sueh as the wineless offering 
and the cake in the stormv month of December 
at Athens,® the Attic sacrifice of black lambs to 
the whirl-wind,* the Laconian sacrifice of horses 
on the mountain-top pf Taygetos,® the strange 
and almost unique sacrifice of asses at Tarentum,® 
must have assisted the clearer emergence of this 
idea in the -view taken of the elements thus wor- 
shipped. 

Finally, when a personal and proper name be- 
came attached to some particular wind, such as 
Ziipvpos, the west-wind, Bopias, the north--wind — 
the names to which dramatic and personal myths 
could be and were attached — we have the neces- 
sary condition for the evolution of the Sal/iw into 
an individual god. Such certainly Boreas became, 
for instance at Athens, where the love-story of his 
capture of Oreithyia was associated with the banks 
of the Ilissos and an altar erected there,'' and stUl 
more manifestly at Thourioi in Magna Grascia — 
owing doubtless to its close association -with Athens 
— ^where a yearly sacrifice was prescribed for him, 
a house and an allotment of land consecrated to 
him, and he was designated by the strange cult- title 
of ‘ Citizen.’ ® It is interesting to see the datpwy of 
a primitive animistic cult developing into a politi- 
cal deity. A stimulus to this cultivation of the 
worship of Boreas at Athens was the aid that he 
was supposed to have rendered in the sea-fight at 
Artemision ; but the earlier Attic art, dealing with 
the love of Boreas for Oreithyia and her capture, 
shows that the imagmation of the people had al- 
ready anthropomorphized the wind-god before the 
Persian wars. 

As regards other meteorological worships, the 
cult of Zeus Kepavyd? at Mantinea ® marks a higher 
stage than the simple Arcadian sacrifice to the 
thunder and lightning mentioned above. The cult- 
title, Zeus Thunder, identifies the god -with the 
phenomenon ; the spirit or essence of the god is in 
the thunder ; we may call this animistic religion, 
that has not yet risen to the view of a free divine 
personality that controls the elements. SimUarly, 
a fallen meteoric stone was -worshipped in Arcadia 
under the name of ‘ Zeus the fallen ’ — Zeds Kaw^iS- 
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Tas— -the stone being the god or infused with the 
essence of the god.' 

3 - Theism. — ^But these primitive forms of meteor- 
olo^c religion were only sporadic in Greece ; the 
aboriginal Hellene had certainly arrived at the 
theistic stage and had already evolved his personal 
Zeus who attracted to himself the religious feelings 
aroused by thunder, rain, and hail. 

{a) Sun-worship. — Of more importance is the 
question concerning sun-worship in Hellas. Plato ® 
tells ns that both Hellenes and barbarians were ac- 
customed to greet the rising and the setting of the 
sun and moon -with prostrations and kissing of the 
band, and his statement is corroborated by Lucian® 
and Plutarch.* And Plato’s Apology^ attests the 
fact, which throws a striking light on the culture 
of the Athenian of the 4th cent., that to the aver- 
age man of that period these great luminaries were 
still regarded as divine and animate, and that the 
new doctrine of physical science which treated 
them as mere material bodies ivas repulsive. But 
the reverential feeling attested by this evidence 
should not be interpreted as showing that all 
the Hellenes of every period had a -vivid belief 
in a personal anthropomorphic sun-god or moon- 
goddess. "We may interpret it as inspired by the 
animistic feeling that the salient phenomena of 
nature are infused wth a spirit, or Salguy ; or by 
the cruder impression that these great luminaries 
are animate and sentient bodies. The same may be 
said of another ritual that was probably aboriginal 
for all the Hellenes — the invocation of the sun in 
the formula of the oath, in which he is most fre- 
quently joined with Mother Earth. The fashion 
of swearing by Helios and by Ge is attested by 
Homer, by much literature of a later period, and 
by many inscriptions — the manumission of slaves, 
e.g., was performed under the -witness of the sun, 
But a power invoked in an oath-formula is by no 
means always a personal god ; the_ oath belongs to 
animism at least as much as to theism, and is often 
taken over objects that perhaps are vaguely con- 
ceived as animate, like a sword or an iron ring, 
or as merely possessing some mysterious potency. 
There is, in fact, no reason to suppose that for the 
aboriginal Hellene the sun was ever a personal 
high god, such as was Apollo, Zeus, or Poseidon ; 
and the deities and heroes, Apollo, Herakles, Md 
others, who used to be regarded as only thin ais- 
guises of the sun, have resigned these pretensions 
in the light of modem criticism. "With one great 
exception, which -will be considered below, the 
record of the cult of Helios in Greek lands is scanty 
and unimpressive.® We rarely hear of temples, 
stUl more rarely of statues, more frequently only of 
altars. His power was recognized in part of the 
vegetation -ritual, his oblations being -wineless after 
the ancient fashion ; one of his favourite offerings 
was honey.^ The average Greek would speak of 
him as 9e6s; and, helped jirobably by Homer, 
■whose religious and mythopoeic trend is always to- 
wards anthropomorphism, would be inclined 
gard him as a personal god who ruled the sun ; but 
he entered little into the popular mythology, and 
in the main played no part in the progress pf the 
people towards the higher civilized and political 
life. The altar raised at Troizen to 'HXtos 'EXev- 
6dptos, ' the sun of freedom,’ after the defeat of the 
Persians need not have expressed more than the 
religions sense of joy in a freed heaven and a freed 
earth.® The important exception referred to above 
is the island of Khodes. From the earliest timM 
till the introduction of Christianity Helios was the 
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great god of the island,^ the fosterer and snstainer 
of the physical, cultured, and political life of the 
people and the State. The greatest and most illn- 
minating monuments of his cult are the ode that is 
Pindar’s masterpiece, the 7th Olympian, and the 
type on the early 4th century coinage of Rhodes ; 
the artist is the equal of the poet in revealing the 
glow and intensity of feeling evoked hy their an- 
cestral god. No douht the Rhodians’ conception of 
him was entirely' anthropomorphic ; their offering 
of a four-horsed chariot which they flung into the 
sea suggests the radiant charioteer, such as the later 
Greek art depicted him.“ It is only here in Greek 
lands that a purely elemental god is seen dominat- 
ing the imagination of thepeo^e; and, as the comic 
poets came to remark, the smallest part of their 
life was penetrated by Helios. The explanation of 
this unique fact is to he sought in the strong per- 
sistence m the isle of Rhodes of an earlier ‘ Minoan- 
Cretan’ culture and religion. We know that 
Rhodes was linked by many ties to pre-Hellenic 
Crete ; the Heliadai, the sons of Helios, the 
earliest mythic settlers in Rhodes, are ivith the 
Telchines the representatives of the splendour 
of Minoan art-culture that was he^ning to 
fade when the earliest Hellenes arrived. We 
have some evidence of the prominence of the sun- 
divinity in Minoan Crete ; he entered into the 
legendary genealogies of Pasiphae and Idomenens ; 
Gortyna even in late times claimed to he the 
pasture-CTOund of the herds of Helios, and we may 
believe that the Homeric myth in the Odyssey of 
the island that nourished the sacred cattle of the 
sun-god reflects a fact of pre-historic, anthropo- 
morphic ritual ; ® the curious Cretan phrase ’ASioiJ- 
vios Toiwos,'* explained by the story that the sun- 
god led a Cretan colony in the form of a bull, 
probably preserves an Eteo-Cretan title of his, and 
suggests his association with the Minoan reverence 
of the hull and with the legend of the Minotaur. 
Finally, among the remains of the Minoan-Mycen- 
sean art evidence has been noted pointing, though 
somewhat vaguely, to sun-worship or adoration of 
the lights of heaven.'' 

Therefore, if in other regions of the Greek world 
that had been once dominated by the Minoan- 
Mycenfean culture we discern traces of a once 
powerful Helios-cult, we may explain it as an 
abiding tradition from the early period ; e.g., in 
the city and territory of Corinth the legends and 
local genealogies seem to point to an ancient pro- 
minence of the sun-god ; he contended with 
Poseidon for the land,® and he was the ancestor of 
personages aboriginally Corinthian, such as Aietes, 
Medea, Kirke; he even enters into the earlv 
Sikyonio genealogies. But Sikyon and Corinth 
belong to the old Mycenasan kingdom. 

Again, on the slopes of Taygetos, on the pro- 
montory of Taletos, we have record of an ancient 
Helios ritual, and a" Homeric hymn consecrates 
this mountain to Helios ; ’ hut the name ‘ Taletos ’ 
and certain cult facts of the neighbourhood point 
hack to Crete. In Elis also pre-historic Cretan 
influences were strong and abiding, and here we 
find Helios associated in cult with the Cretan god 
Kronos® and with the moon-goddess Selene,® whose 
Endyraion may he a disguised form and a pre- 
Hellenic name of the sun-god. 

But it is only in Rhodes that Helios enjoyed 
such a position as Shamash, the Babylonian sun- 
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god, enjoyed in Babylonia ; and this is the imique 
example in Greek religion of an elemental cult 
evolving a high god of the moral and political 
order. _ In the later period of Groeco-Roman 
paganism^ there came a religious wave from the 
East, giving a powerful lift to sun-worship in the 
Roman empire; and this may account for a few 
of the cults in the late records of Greece, such 
as that of Helios Sunip, ‘ the saviour,’ at Megalo- 
polis.^ 

{b) Moon-worship. — Selene, the moon -goddess, 
was of no importance for the higher religious life 
of historic Greece, though, according to Plato, all 
the Greeks recognized the moon as divine. The 
ritual at Athens, where ‘wineless’ or ‘sober’ 


ofierings, vr](j>i\ia, were prescribed to Selene, must 
be regarded as ancient so also in all probability 
was her cult in Arcadia, where she was associated 
with Pan.® But, generally, the record of her cult 
is far scantier than that of Helios, and the few 
inscriptions and coins that attest it are of a late 
period. The pre-HeUenic era of the Cretan- 
Mycensean culture may have given more promin- 
ence to moon- worship ; for there is some Hellenic 
testimony to this in the cult of the Cretan Pasi- 
phaessa, who was worshipped with Helios in 
S. Laconia,^ a region full of Cretan influences ; her 
name, ‘ the all-shining one,’ her legendary associ- 
ation with King Minos, and her cult connexion 
with the sun-god seem to point clearly to a Cretan 
lunar goddess. On the other hand, we cannot 
regard the early adoption of Artemis by the 
Hellenes as any evidence of their devotion to 
moon-worship. For there is no proof or indication 
that aboriginally Artemis was at all closely associ- 
ated with the moon. 

(c) Worship of dawn, night, etc. — There are 
other figures, such as Eos, the davvn-goddess, 
Hemera, ‘day,’ Nyx, ‘night,’ Ouranos, ‘sky,’ 
whose names concern this sphere of nature. In 
Greek mythology and genealogy and to some ex- 
tent in Greek art these personifications of light 
and darkness and the sky play a lively and 
prominent part; but the test of religious signifi- 
cance is cult ; and of the actual worship of any of 
these evidence is almost lacking. Hemera shared 
a shrine with Helios at Kos, perhaps in Hellenistic 
times.*' The dawn-goddess, Eos, whose personality 
was lovingly treated by Greek poetry and art, 
had, according to Ovid, ‘ the fewest temples in the 
world’;' he might have correctly said that in 
the Grffico-Roman world she had none. Only at 
Athens is there some evidence of her worship, for 
she is mentioned among the deities to whom 
‘ wineless ’ offerings were made.® We have a doubt- 
ful reference in Pausanias to ‘an oracle-shrine 
called after Nyx’ on the Akropolis of Megara;' 
but the name may only have indicated that the 
oracles were given in the night-time, perhaps 
by the earth-mother. Finally, the heaven-god, 
Ouranos, familiar to the readers of Hesiod, Pindar, 
and iEschylus, whose counterpart, Vamna, was a 
high god for the Vedic Indians, had no shrine or 
cult in Hellenic lands, if we can trust the complete 
silence of literary record and inscriptions. As 
evidence of any ritual associated -n-ith him we 
have only a doubtful passage in Proclus’s com- 
mentary,® in which he seems to say that the 
ancient laws of Athens used to prescribe to those 
about ^to marry that they should celebrate in a 
preliminary ceremony the bridal of Heaven and 
Eartli. It may be that this late writer has thus 
interpreted the ancient ritual of the lepis ydyos of 
Zeus and Hera. At any rate, we may safely say 
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that at no kno^ra period in the history of Greek 
religion was Ouranos of any consideration in the 
popular worship. And, when .ffischylus speaks of 
him as ‘ one who in old time was mighty, full of 
unconquerable boldness,’ ^ he was probably misled 
by Hesiod’s artificial stratification of periods, the 
periods of Ouranos, of Kronos, of Zeus. 

(d) Star-worship . — ^Another noticeable feature of 
Greek religion, as compared, for instance, with the 
Babylonian, is the almost complete absence of 
star-worship. The only exception hitherto noted 
is the sacrifice to the dog-star in Keos, described 
by Apollonius Rhodius and the scholiast on his 
verses.® It was evidently apotropseie, intended to 
avert the great heat of summer, and we may 
understand the curious statement of the scholiast, 
that the men of Keos sacrificed to Seirios with 
arms in their hands, as meaning that, while they 
approached him with a religious ritual, they 
adopted at the same time the opposite attitude 
of threatening him with weapons, as savages 
frequently threaten evil spirits or dangerous 
phenomena of nature. But even in Keos the colt 
of Seirios appears to have been too weak to stand 
by itself ; it was linked with that of the personal 
god, Zeis’IspaTo;, the god of dew.® 

It may well have been this indifference to star- 
worship that saved Greece, until the last days of 
its decline, from the superstition of astrology, 
which has been so many times fatal to the intellect 
of Europe. 

(e) Earth-worship . — So far we may be struck 
with the paucity and the barrenness of Mre 
nature-worship in the Greek communities. But 
our impression is modified when we study the 
cults of Ge, the earth-mother, and of the rivers. 

The worship of the earth, imagined as a female 
power, is attested of nearly all the Aryan and of 
many non-Aryan communities.'* We should ex- 
pect, then, that the Hellenes would bring it with 
them as a tradition, and there is also reason for 
thinking that they would have found it mthin the 
Minoan-Mycenman culture in the lands that they 
occupied. No part of the natural world is more 
likely to arouse animistic religious feeling ; but it 
needs a comprehensive imagination to conceive of 
the whole earth as a single religious entity, a 
dmne animate power. That this conception was 
in the average mind of Hellas in all periods of its 
history, and that it stimulated wide-spread wor- 
ship, IS proved by archmological evidence and by 
the literature from Homer to Plutarch, the latter 
■writer being still able to say in the last period of 
paganism : ‘ The name of Ge is dear and precious 
to every Hellene, and it is our tradition to honour 
her like any other god.’® In the Homeric poems, 
besides the frequent use of the word for the 
common earth, the actual soil that we walk upon, 
we find numerous examples of the name of Ge for 
a di'vine personality. She is three times invoked 
in the formula of the oath,® and a black lamb is 
sacrificed to her in the ritual of the truce arranged 
between the Achmans and the Trojans.^ Never- 
theless, as we have seen, sacrifice and the oath- 
invocation do not always prove that the conception 
of the divine power is clear and anthropomorphic. 
And the personality of Gaia, as presented to us in 
the Homeric poems, remains vague and amorphous, 
animistic rather than theistic. She is not a figure 
in liis mythology ; she plays no part in his action 
or in the moral life of man. In the first part of 
the Hesiodic Theogonp she is assigned a dramatic 
and prominent r61e m the cosmogonic account; 
and aU the poet’s myths of creation are to this 
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extent anthropomorphic, that the creative pro- 
cesses are described in terms of human love, as is 
usual in the similar myths of savages. Later 
poetry, and especially the Attic drama, often 
exalts the divinity of earth in glowing passages, 
but with an imagination that is more animistic 
than vividly personal. Nor does the literature os 
a whole convince us that the human impersona- 
tion of Gaia with which perfected Greek art pre- 
sents us, as a beautiful woman with mature and 
tender form, ever possessed the popular mind and 
faith. 

Cult is the surest evidence of the people’s belief, 
if the cult-records are explicit. We nave record of 
the public worship of Ge at the foUo'ndng places 
— Dodona, Delphi, Thebes, Athens, Phlye, and 
Marathon in Attica, Sparta, Tegea, Olympia, 
Aigai, and Patrai in Achaia, in the islands of 
Mykonos, Thera, Kos, Crete, at Byzantimn, 
Kyzikos, Eiythrai, Pergamon, Smyrna, Magnesia, 
Amasia in Pontos, and in the Tauric Chersonese.' 
But we have only scanty and vague evidence as 
to the q^nestion how far the religion in any one of 
these places was animistic only, how far theistic 
and anthropomorphic. No doubt, altars and 
temples are adjuncts of anthropomorphic religion 
and promote the belief in concrete individual 
deities ; and we hear of altars on the slope of 
the Akropolis at Athens, at Phlye, Tegea, and 
Olympia, consecrated to Ge; very rarely do wo 
hear of cult-statues, as at Aigai in Achaia; the 
image of the earth-goddess on the Athenian 
Akropolis, praying ■with uplifted hands to Zeus 
to send rain, was not primarily a monument of 
worship, though it could react on the religious 
imarination. It is likely that the ritual of Ge as 
a rme demanded only a tomenos, a holy ground 
enclosed, without shrine or statue or even altar. 
The title ‘Ge in the fields,’ which she enjoyed at 
Marathon, where a pregnant cow was ottered to 
her, suggests the vague earth-spirit rather than 
the humanized goddess ; and other cult-titles, such 
as ^ipisTTepvos, ‘ the broad-bosomed,’ at Delphi and 
near Aigai, Mdsaipa TeXea-^opot, ‘ the blessed 
harvest-npener,’ at Thebes, havSiipa and 'Ayv- 
ariSdpa, ‘flie giver of all gifts,’ at Athens and 
Pergamon, Kouporprf^or, ‘the nourisher of chil- 
dren,’ doubtfully attested at Athens, are on the 
border-line of the animistic and the anthropo- 
morphic imagination. 

Again, we find turn examples in her service 
of the quaint and crude ritual of throwing the 
offerings consecrate to her into a mere cleft_of_ the 
earth ; such worship is consonant ■with animistic 
feeling and it marks her ofi" from the civilized Bed 
who gather or sit round the formal altar-table 
spread with offerings, and to whom a comfortable 
couch might be dedicated ivith soft carpet for their 
real, though invisible, feet. The broad earth 
needed no KXlvtj, no rpive^a. Finally, in tliat 
interesting distich of an old liturgy in vogue at 
Dodona — ‘Zeus was, Zeus is, Zeus 'will be, oh 
great Zeus ! Earth sends up fimits, wherefore call 
on Mother Earth ’ — ^4vhile Zeus seems presented as 
the everlasting Gkid, concrete and indiiddual, it 
may be that Ge was vaguely imagined as an 
animate potency immanent in or identified mth 
her element.® 

An ancient function in Greece of the earth-s^int 
was prophecy and the deliverance of oracles. This 
was connected ■with the superstition that dreams 
foretell the future, and that the dream enters 
through the ear of the sleeper from the nether 
realm. Hence arose in pre-historic times the habit 
of ‘incubation,’ or sleeping on the bare earth m 
order to obtain a mantic dream. We are not, 
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therefore, surprised to find that the snake, the 
most usual ‘ familiar ’ and incarnation of the earth- 
spirit, was the prophetic animal par excellence for 
the Hellenes (‘ prmihecy was the peculiar property 
of snakes,’ says ilLlian*); and that Ge was wor- 
shipped and consulted as a giver of oracles at 
Aigai, possibly at Olympia and Marathon, and 
certainly at Delphi in the pre-Apolline , days. 
Here, according to Euripides, the earth-goddess 
sent up oracles through dreams, in order to thwart 
Apollo’s^ divination, until Apollo appealed to Zeus 
to prohibit her.® Another i mantic process, but 
also ‘ chthonian,’ was practised in the worship of 
Gaia at Aigai ; her priestess drank a draught of 
bull’s blood, to fill herself with the spirit of pro- 
phecy, before she descended into a cave, which 
was the primitive shrine of the earth-spirit.® As 
the bull is an animal closely associated with the 
latter, we may regard this drinking as a form of 
sacramental communion. Neither the function of 
prophecy nor sacramental communion necessarily 
indicates a clear anthropomorphic conception of 
divinity.^ But probably from her oracular power 
Ge acquired — at Delphi and Athens and perhaps 
at Olympia — the title of Ge Themis, ‘ Earth 
Oracle ’ ; and there are strong reasons for believ- 
ing that this double title engendered an inde- 
pendent goddess Themis, who, detached from 
Ge, became associated with Zeus and a figure 
of anthropomorphic religion and mythology, em- 
bodying the ethical idea of righteousness, and 
playing a part in the higher spiritual religion. At 
this point, then, an animistic nature-worship 
shows itself capable of a transcendental develop- 
ment; only, it is significant to note, in this develop- 
ment the name Ge drops out. 

There is one more important aspect of Gaia — her 
association with the spirits of the dead, who find 
their home in the bosom of the earth-mother. 
She claimed a share in the libations to the dead 
and she was not forgotten in the Attic service of 
the Anthesteria and the Genesia, two All-Souls’ 
festivals of spring and autumn.® We may think 
that these funeral offerings to her were dictated or 
accompanied by a vague idea that the fortune of 
the souls depended on her favour. Yet we have 
no evidence that any vivid personal hopes of happy 
individual life after death were confirmed by the 
worship of Gaia. But from Gaia, the mother of 
the spiritual goddess Themis, arose also the two 
brightest and most human deities of HeUenio 
polytheism. Demeter and Kore ; and it was to 
these, or to Dionysos, that any living Hellenic 
faith in posthumous happiness attached. 

We may draw the conclusion that it was the 
unavoidable association of the name Ge with the 
solid earth around us and beneath us that prevented 
the Greek imagination from exalting the earth- 
spirit up to the higher plane of religion. It was 
only by shedding her elemental name and disguis- 
ing herself as Pandora, Aglauros, Themis, Demeter, 
and Kore that she could attract to herself bright 
anthropomorphic myths or count in the world of 
ethical and spiritual ideals. 

(/) River -wr ship. — There remains to be con- 
sidered that nature-worship which appears to have 
attracted most powerfully the Hellenes of the 
country-side and even those of the cities — the 
worship of rivers and of the nymphs of the foun- 
tain, grove, and meadow. In the earliest days of 
the Bfellenio race the rushing water was regarded 
as an animate power ; and probably long before 
Homer the animistic sense had been at work upon 
this mysterious element and had conceived of the 
rolling river as the abode of an immanent personal 
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spirit, a Sal/iuv, or nutnen, which came more and 
more to be clothed with a concrete and definite 
form, human or animal or half-human half-animal ; 
and at the end of this process a definite and indi- 
vidual Oedr might emerge. The Homeric poems 
give us some evidence of the various stages of this 
religious evolution. In the conflict of Achilles 
with Skamandros and Simoeis, at times the river 
is nothing but the divine animate element, over- 
powering the hero with the material force of its 
waves. , But more often the poetic presentation is 
more personal ; there is a Satfujy, a vague person- 
ality, in the water, that can feel anger and pity and 
fear; then, in a dramatic moment of stress, this 
being can emerge from the water and even ascend 
to the council-chamber of Zeus, in the form of a 
man,' a product of the anthropomorphic fancy so 
regnant in the Greek mind. It is with this imag- 
ination that Odysseus prays to the unkno'wn river- 
god under the title of ‘king,’ and speaks of the 
divinity’s knees that he clasps as a suppliant.® 

The ritual also, as recorded by Homer, shows 
us something of the same shifting imagination. 
Skamandros has a priest, but priesthood does not 
always demand n personal 0e6s for its service ; the 
Trojans were in the habit of throwing live horses 
into the waters ;* and this simple form of sacrifice, 
which we may call elemental and which survived 
in the later period of Greece, belongs to animistic 
rather than to theistic cult. So also the dedica- 
tion of Achilles’ hair to the river Spercheios was 
the pledge of a simple communion with the river 
or the river-spirit ; it does not necessarily imply an 
anthropomorphic god. But, when we hear of altars 
erected on the river-bank for the sacrifice, we may 
say that such ritual attests the belief in a personal 
0e6s who is sufficiently independent of his element 
to be able at will to quit it and to come and par- 
take of the victim on land. Both forms of sacrifice, 
the animistic and the theistic, were, according to 
Homer, in vogue on the banks of the Thessalian 
river,® and both were generally maintained in 
historical times — e.g., at Mykonos,® where an 
inscription prescribes that of the eleven victims, 
a ram and ten lambs, consecrated to Acheloos, 
three should be oflered on the altar and the rest 
thrown into the river. Acheloos was ‘the river’ 
par excellence for all the Hellenic communities, not 
only because it was the largest of all Greek rivers, 
but probably also because the ancestors of the 
leading divisions of the people had at one time 
dwelt near or ■within its area. We are told by 
Ephoros that its worship was universal and that 
it was even prescribed by the Dodonman oracle ; ® 
and we have definite proof of it in Attica, Megara, 
and elsewhere.® We may therefore regard Acheloos 
as more than an elemental dalfitav, as a fully formed 
individual god, whose power extended beyond his 
element, and who might be worshipped far away 
from the neighbourhood of any water. And thus 
he might become associated with the Olympians, 
as he was, e.g., with Demeter.® 

But doubtless the heart of the individual Greek 
turned vtith more yearning and love to the local 
river that watered the glen or the meadows in 
which his city arose ; and the records ® are ample 
enough to compel us to believe that every locality 
possessed this worship. That it was real and 
earnest and dearer to the souls of the people than 
any other mere nature-worship may also be be- 
lieved ; for the fertilizing water was closely asso- 

' It. xxi. 212 f., XX. 7 f. S Od. V. 444-450. 

» //. xxi. 132. 4 Jl, xxiii. 144 fl. 

® W. Dittenberger, Sj/lloge Inscriplionum Grcecarutn, Lclp^ 
1833, no. 373. 85. 

6 Macrob. Sat. v. x\iii. 6. 

7 Plato, Phoedr. 230 B : Nph. ArOt., 1905, p. 113, 

8 Ozprhynch. Papyr. ii. 221, col. 9 : Pans. i. xU. 2. 

« See CeSv. 453-^67. 
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dated ■nith the life of children, as the river -was 
KovpoTp64>oi, ‘a nnrturer of the young.’ The charm- 
ing communion ritual of the dedication of the hair 
at pnhe^, attested by Homer, survived till a late 
period in Arcadia and probably in many other 
places.^ The pure and holy water of the river or 
fount was used for the service of the high gods, 
as at_ Olympia, and for purification ceremonies — 
especially at marriage.* We have no hint of any- 
thing like infant-baptism in rivers ; but an interest- 
ing ritual indirectly connected, we may believe, 
with the birth of infants is attested of New Dion 
b^ one classical text : the maidens of the historic 
city of Troy were obliged on the eve of their 
marriage to wade into the river Skamandros, and 
hj a solemn formula to offer their nrginity to the 
nver-god.* The maiden at the most critical time 
of her life enters thus into corporeal communion 
with the tutelary spirit of the land ; and it is 
reasonable to think that the ritual was inspired 
by the belief that the future child bom of the real 
marriage would be instinct with that spirit. The 
desire to establish some ideal connexion between 
the new-born infant and the river, if not expressed 
elsewhere by this peculiar ritual, is attested by 
such names as Kephissodotos at Athens ; * and the 
many myths concerning princesses and heroines 
conceiving by river-gods might have arisen from 
just such a Itphs yiptot as that which was in vogue 
in the Troad. 

The family-ties, then, between the homo and 
the river-god were intimately felt in Greece, ilmd 
the Hellene was capable of believing that such an 
elemental deity could be deeply concerned nith 
the welfare of the whole State. When the Spartan 
king, Kleomenes, tried to cross the river Erasinos 
to attack the Argives, Erasinos strove to prevent 
him, and the king expressed his admiration of the 
god for doing his best to save his citizens.® When 
certain men were condemned as traitors at Amphi- 
polls in_356 B.c., a part of their confiscated property 
was paid over to the river Strymon, whom they 
were neld to have betrayed. 

We recognize by the evidence of such facts that 
the cult of rivers was one of the vital forces in tlie 
domestic and even the national religion of Greece. 
But it is not easy to say at once and precisely how 
the average Hellene imagined these divinities ; 
we have seen what is the evidence offered by tlie 
ritual ; but ritualistic forms by no means bind 
the imagination of the worshipper. Many may 
have remained at the stage of inchoate religious 
feeling and have been conscious merely of the 
flowing water as animate and divine, or have 
believed vaguely in the presence there of an 
immanent spirit, or 5a.lp.uv, who could be angry or 
propitious. But there was a strong trend in the 
Greek religious imagination towards definite con- 
crete forms so as to invest the once vague numen 
with the definite personality of the hero or the 
individual flfdr, while Greek art and Greek myth- 
ology both express and strengthen this tendency. 
Tlierefore it is likely that the average Greek, 
believing in the divini^ of rivers, believed in real 
and robust river-gods inhabiting them, as appears 
in the stoiy about Skamandros^ quoted above, and 
in the popular myths concerning the combat of 
Herakles and Acheloos, and Alpheios’s amorous 
attempt on Artemis.* If we may trust Achilles 
Tatius, even the later Hellenes^ maintained at 
Olympia the simple form of sacrifice to Alpheios 
wliich may be called non-anthropomorphic, throw- 
ing their offerings directly into the water; but 
they attached to it a legend of a human lover-god.* 

1 Artemid. if. 3S. ^ SchoL Pi'ncL OL xL 63. 

3 ,iEschin. Kp, 10. 

^ Cf. *A<Tturrd5<i»pof, *A;^eAq»d6«poT, 'la/iiTvdSwpoy, *ltrTp6tvm, 

noreuiolwptof, 

3 Herod. vL 76. ® Paug. n. xxiL 9, 7 L 18. 


The form, however, in which the river-god was 
imagined was not wholly and always anthropo- 
morphic ; according to riilian,* many of the Grwk 
communities personified their local river under the 
form of a bull, suggested no doubt by the roaring 
of the floods, others under the form of man ; but 
the art evidence shows that here as elsewhere the 
antliropomorphic fancy prevailed at last over the 
theriomorphie ; the later coin-types present the 
river-god usually in beautiful human form, only 
with bulls’ horns above the forehead. 

(g) Nymph-worship. — The worship of nymphs 
possessed an equal hold on the faith and affections 
of the early Greek and of the Greek peasant of all 
ages. These are the feminine personifications ot 
certain elemental life, the life in the fountain and 
stream, in the grove and the meadow. But, unlike 
the river-divinities, they appear to have been 
anthropomorphically imagined from the very be- 
ginning; for their name, which is our primary 
evidence concerning them, means simply ‘brides’ 
or ‘young women,* and their forms in art and 
legend are purely human. Perhaps even more 
than the river-deities, the nymphs were intimately 
connected with the religion of the family and home. 
A striking passage in the Odyssey * shows how they 
were associated wth the deep sentiment of yearn- 
ing for one’s native land ; and throughout the ages 
of paganism they were beloved and revered as 
KovpoTpdipoi,* the kindly nurturers of children, the 
most tender title in the religions language of 
Greece. Though they belonged to the wild land- 
scape of the country-side, their cult was taken over 
by the city-State ; each division of the Doric tribes 
appears to have had its special worship of them;* 
the magistrates at Kos supervise their sacrifice;® 
and on the slopes of the Athenian Akropolis, where 
we have evidence of a temple consecrated to 
‘nymphs of the State’ — Nip<t>ai httphsm, 
ndi-S?;;!®?® — they came near to the rank of higher 
divinities. Though personal and human, these 
‘brides’ of nature are usually nameless, and, in 
thecenturies when the Olympianreligionflourished, 
they tend to attach themselves as adjuncts to the 
higher divinities, such as Hermes, Apollo, Artemis, 
and Dionysos. And, when the higlier gods were 
fading in the latter days of paganism, we have 
reason for believing that the simple faith of the 
easant turned more cllngingly to those tutelary 
alf-divinities that fostered the life of his home 
and his soil ; and their cult may have been the 
less easy to eradicate in proportion as they 
were more dimly conceived. In a degraded form, 
because of the ban of Christianity, the faith 
in them survives even to this day in Greece and 
Macedonia.* 

Even in the records and products of the civilize 
European imagination these half-divine personals 
ties of river, grove, and fountain are not to be 
ignored ; for they have been a heritage of our 
poetic tradition, and even our great Puritan Milton 
could not shake OS' their spell. But for the just 
appreciation of the popular Greek mind their im- 
portance is primary ; they illustrate as vividly as 
any part of the polytheism the plastic personifymg 
faculty which peopled the world of nature vyitn 
bright personalities, ideal but akin to our humanity ; 
and thus Greek religion as well as Greek poetiy 
was in its attitude towards nature anthropomorphic 
rather than animistic or pantheistic ; thus also, by 
evolving these forms of beauty and grace, the 
1 Far. hist. IL S3. => xIU. SiBff. 

»Hes. TAiO?. S16f.; Artemid. il. 38. 

* See inscription of Thera, CIG {Int. mar. j£g.), 378. 

» W. R. Paton and E. I.. Hicks, TAe Inscriptions of Cos, 
Oxford, 1891, no. 

e CIA 1. 603, iil. 569. ^ ^ 

7 See O. F. Abbott, llCMdonian Folklore, Cambridse, 1W3. 
p. 242 ; J. 0. Lawson, itodem Greek Folklore and Ancient (xteen 
Religion, do. 1910, p. 150. 
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the arctic regions the chief and most terrible of 
the gods will rule the cold blast, and ‘ hell ’ will he 
a realm_ of pitiless frost. Thus divinities of the 
mountains will everywhere have similar character- 
istics, and will he awe-inspiring and difficult of 
access ; deities of the storms will be variable and 
fickle, swift to strike, and readily appeased. The 
former may be expected to he constant, unchange- 
able, and m a mountainous region -will dominate 
the entire pantheon. The ferocity or comparative 
mildness of the latter will vary with the climatic 
conditions of the country ; their disposition will 
always he more or less uncertain, and their action 
erratic. In Egypt, where the conditions are stable, 
and the character and succession of the weather 
and the seasons may be relied upon mth all 
confidence, nature-deities are equable and mild, 
ruling in general in their several provinces with 
consideration and equity. In the cold and storm- 
driven north the corresponding divinities are harsh, 
reckless, and cruel, and may be expected relent- 
lessly to punish every offence against their majesty 
and laws. An animistic cult, endowing with some 
at least of the attributes and functions of life the 
powers and phenomena of nature that encompass 
its votaries, of necessity refiects the quality and 
characteristics of their environment, and in many 
respects may be looked upon as an unwritten 
record of their experiences and history. 

In this way tlie nature-gods of India are brought 
into relation with their surroundings, and betray 
their origin. Where development has taken place, 
the change has usually, not always, been so simple 
and gradual that the original character of the 
deity in question can be discerned without much 
difficulty. In particular the gods of the Vedic 
hymns are for the most part at only a short remove 
from the natural phenomena which they represent. 
Behind the loosely wrought and transparent veil 
of the personality the concrete fact or phenomenon, 
upon which the idealization has been based, was 
readily apparent; and the poets or worshippers 
never lost their hold, as it were, of the material 
world, the elements of which their oivn imagina- 
tion had converted into gods with a claim upon their 
reverence and fear. Those forces of nature which 
were most apt to surprise, hurt, inflict injury, or 
cause loss, whether to themselves or to their pos- 
sessions, would most command their respect and 
exact from them offerings of propitiation. Deities, 
on the other hand, even though they represented 
constant facts of experience, as, e.g., the Indian 
warmth and sunshine, if the outcome of their 
activity were usually the happiness and well-being 
of man, did not need to be urged to beneficence by 
gifts; and consequently their worship always 
tended to be neglected and their claims deferred in 
favour of the more imperious need of the worshipper 
to secure himself by submission and oflering 
against the ill-will of those who might be prone to 
do harm. It is probable that considerations of this 
nature explain the comparatively subordinate posi- 
tion which the direct worship of the sun occupies in 
India. No natural phenomenon is more continually 
resent and all-pervading than the sunlight and 
eat ; reverence for the sun is and always has been 
a permanent element of Hindu worship, and of the 
daily ritual and prayer of the Brahman worshipper. 
The beneficent action of the sun, however, might 
be taken for granted. The more urgent need of 
the worshipper was to erect altars and present 
sacrifices to avert the wrongs and calamities which 
he might otherwise suffer at the bauds of more 
capricious deities, whose action might easily be 
diverted to do him harm. 

To enumerate and describe even a tithe of the 
nature-gods and goddesses who from the Himalayas 
to Cape Comorin do at the present time exact or 


have in the past exacted a measure of adoration 
and fear from a greater or less proportion of the 
inhabitants of the peninsula is manifestly impossible 
within the limits of an article. Their number is 
legion. It would not be incorrect to assert that of 
the gi'eat multitude of deities who compose the 
vast Hindu pantheon the character and attributes 
of at least nine-tenths would justify a claim to the 
name and rank of ‘nature^ divinities; the re- 
mainder, with hardly an exception, would find a 
lace in shrines or temples for ancestor-worship, or 
etray their origin in deification of notable men 
and women of the present or past ages. Deities 
that are the personifications of abstract qualities or 
sensations are rare ; nor do they seem ever to have 
commanded any considerable measure of practical 
worship, important though their r61e may have 
been in theory and in the constructive mythology 
of the priests. 

There is a further reason also in the character of 
the nature-gods themselves which seems to render 
a detailed description of each and every one un- 
necessary, even if it were possible. They all or 
most of them exhibit a strong family likeness. A 
description true to the qualities and attributes of 
one would serve for many others. Practically the 
same divinity also re-appears under difierent names 
in different parts of the country. When facilities 
of communication increase, these various deities 
are brought into contact with one another, and are 
readily identified. Thus the number of distinct 
and individual entities among the gods is not so 
great as might at first sight appear. Moreover, 
the character and functions of a nature-deity are 
rarely sharply defined. They tend at the e^es 
to indistinctness and lack of firm outline. The 
more readily, therefore, they pass into one another, 
interchange offices and attributes, and end by 
becoming indistinguishable or distinguishable only 
by a name which has ceased to connote any marked 
individuality. It is usual to classify nature-gods 
as gods of the mountains, forests, streams, etc. ; 
within these classes a similarity of function and 
characteristic is universally found to exist, which 
has its explanation in the natural phenomena 
which the deities represent. Finally, all nature- 
gods are strongly anthropomorphic. The wor- 
shippers, by whose imaginative poiver they are 
conceived, endow them with qualities and capaci- 
ties like their own. In bodily appearance, in 
motives and passions, in prejudices and desires, 
they are like men. Inasmuch, however, as they 
have at their disposal forces incomparably greater 
than human — forces, moreover, whose purpose and 
direction appear to be incalculable — they are 
credited with efficient powers on a greatly enhanced 
scale. The worshipper reflects his o^vn capacities 
for willing, feeling, acting upon the creations of 
his fancy, but in so doing magnifies them, and finds 
himself in presence of a god. 

In the hymns of the Rigveda, the earliest litera- 
ture of the Hindus, a simple nature-worship is pre- 
sented, the naive wonder and reverence of man in 
presence of the mighty forces of the universe by 
which he is encompassed. The Vedic deities are 
described in anthropomorphic terms, but their 
relation to the natural phenomena which they 
represent is usually of a simple and straightforward 
character. In the hands of the poets they have 
undergone little transformation or idealization, 
and are still manifestly the forces of nature more 
or less distinctly personified and endowed with 
human characteristics. Perhaps in no other early 
religion is the ‘ natural ’ elemeut so clearly revealed, 
or the material origin so little obscured by passing 
into the divine. Thus also the qualities aud attri- 
butes of the various gods, being constructed, as it 
were, after one pattern, that of man, present little 
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quently adopted to render an original philosophic 
term that hardly admits of adequate translation 
into a foreign tongue.* 

Hindu thought, moreover, hardly advanced to 
the conception of nature as a whole, a totality in- 
separably bonded together and unified under the 
control of a common law to which in every ^art 
and portion it was submissive. Set over agaanst 
himself, to the Indian observer or thinker the uni- 
verse was and remained individualistic, a group or 
rather groups of individuals, often loosely and 
obscurely defined, but with distinct individualities, 
wills, functions, and tendencies. In all this the 
conditions of human life and society were reflected 
upon the assumed life of the other world, and seen 
more or less distorted as in a mirror. The several 
members of the groups, deities of the forests, the 
streams, the sky, etc., bore a family resemblance, 
as it were, to one another; hut also the groups 
themselves were not strongly or clearly differenti- 
ated inter se, and individuals on the border-line 
might be assigned without much difficulty to 
another company, and were not careful to avoid 
trespassing upon the sphere or functions of divini- 
ties in the main distinct and charged with a special 
office and work. The tendency was uniformly in 
the direction of assimilation, not only the individ- 
ual members of the groups drawing closer together 
in attributes and character, in all but name, but 
the several groups losing their hold upon the dis- 
tinctive characteristics which betrayed their origin, 
and becoming mere embodiments of a few leading 
or commanding attributes which were appropriate 
to all. This feature is not, of course, peculiar to 
early Hindu thought or conception, but to a greater 
or less extent characterizes all ‘ nature ’ religions, 
whose deities are only in rare instances clearly 
differentiated, more often under difierent names 
are possessed of identical attributes and discharge 
the same offices. 

These vaguely conceived forces or powers of 
nature were, in the first instance at least, not 
defined as persons, or clothed with personal form 
and attribute. This stage or attitude of belief is 
represented -widely among the less advanced anim- 
istic tribes of India at the present time, and to 
a large extent forms the background of the re- 
ligious faith and practice of the countiyside.^ The 
ghostly object or the villager’s dread is localized 
in this or that patch of jungle, in a rock, a tree, 
or a rushing stream, but is hardly indi-vidualized, 
or in any way distinguished from many others 
of his kind, who do similar deeds of mischief and 
ill-will and are equally to be feared. In the 
earliest literature of the Vedic hymns, however, 
the personality of the chief gods and goddesses 
is distinctly conceived and asserted. The poets’ 

1 Illustrations are readily to hand from Indian literature. 
Thus Bhagavad-GUd, xiii. 19, ‘Know that both prakrti and 
purufa are without beginning, and that products and qualities 
(jiipn) originate from pra)^ti.' Frat^li is said to be the 
ground of the activity of cause and effect, purufa of the capa- 
city of experiencing pleasure and pain (,SSE viil.! [1S9S] IW f. ; 
of. the comments of IlamSnuJa on Ved. i. !. 1 and i. iv. 8, SBB 
xlvlii. 11004} 139 f., 365); ib. iii. 27, ‘Actions In every Instance 
are done by the qualities of prakrti’; 33, 'Even the wise man 
acts in harmony with his own nature (prakrti). All beings 
follow nature ’(tfSK xlviU. 65 f.); ix. 10, ‘By me, the overseer, 
prakrti brings forth the animate and inanimate world, from 
this cause the universe revolves* (SBE xlviiL 82); cl. ib, xiv. 6, 
r. 11, etc. 

- Cl. the words of H. H. Rlsley, than whom no closer or more 
exact student of primitive Indian life can bo quoted. • More 
especially in Chota Nagpur . . . my endeavours to find out 
what the Jungle people really do believe have led me to the 
negative conclusion that in most cases the indefinite something 
which they fear and attempt to propitiate is not a person at all 
in any sense of the word. . . . I should say that ^e idea thatlies 
uttherootof their religion is that of power, or rather of many 
poivers. What the Animist worships and seeks by all means to 
Influence and conciliate is the shifting and shadowy company of 
unknown powers or influences making for evil rather than for 
good’ (Census o/ India, 1901, ‘Beport,’ voL L pt. L, Calcutta, 
1903, p. 852). 


thought and conception have advanced far beyond 
the stage at which the suppliant addresses himself 
to a vague impersonal force ; and of the leadin'r 
divinities at least it may be said that they posset 
a character of their own, and are apprehended in 
and by themselves. This would tend to show that 
the Aryan peoples of that age were by no means 
at a primitive or very early stage in the evolu- 
tion of religious ideas, but had made considerable 
progress in the orderly development of constructive 
thought. The conception of personality, if it forces 
itself upon primitive man as a given fact of experi- 
ence, is only with difficulty defined, or ma^ to 
apply to the unkno^vn external powers upon which 
his own well-being so largely depends. These he 
endows with various qualities and functions, derived 
from his o^vn self-consciousness and experience, as 
of cunning, strength, will, hut he makes no eflbrt 
to combine them into the whole of an individual 
person, a substratum -ivhose attributes these are. 

Accordingly, it would be correct to define the 
Hindu conception of nature as consisting, at least 
fundamentally, of an ag^egate of forces, not 
clearly interrelated or actmg in unison, but for 
the most part independent, and not set in motion 
by any common motive or principle. It is partially 
misleading, therefore, to employ the term ‘ force ’ 
of the Indian conception. For the so-called force 
is not determined by any rule or law, save that of 
its own volition. It is active, and works according 
to its own will and caprice. The animating power 
of the spring or the grove is really animated, and 
is, so far as it is self-governing and irresponsible, 
urged to action by no necessity or the control of a 
higher power or \vill, but is arbitrary and apt to 
perform the most unexpected feats of mischief- 
making: and malice. This is the lowest and most 
primitive stage of naturalism, represented widely 
in India at the present day. A hierarchy of 
nature-gods and goddesses, mth a graduation of 
authority and power, reveals itself only in the 
further course of evolution. Nor in this is man 
doing other than ascribing to the external forces 
of nature the faculties of self-determination and 
free movement wliich he finds within himself. The 
powers of the world without reflect the power 
■within, but are conceived as endowed with a meater 
capacity for hurt or harm or for doing good, inas- 
much as the radius of their action is indefinitely 
wider and the destruction that they work more 
ruinous and complete. Nature is essentially rela- 
tive to man. For the very_ reason, however, that 
these powers are self-determining and irresponsible, 
they may be moved by prayer or placated by 
ing. The grovelling attitude of fear, the muttered 
petition for mercy, the rags tied to the sacred tree, 
the oblation poured upon the ground, and the 
slaughtered bird or beast are so many recognitions 
of the dominion which the forces of nature exercise 
over the worshipper, and the perpetual interference 
which they inmotinto the otherwise equable course 
of liis life. He is always in presence of natural 
powers of indefinite range and capability, and the 
mere instinct of self-preservation prompts him ro 
seek to propitiate them and to w-ard ofl‘ the mcal- 
culable consequences of their spite or caprice, 

A determining element in the character of all 
nature-divinities is the climate and natural features 
of the district in which they are found. Environ- 
ment plays as large a part in the formation ana 
development of early religious conceptions as in 
the physical growth and evolution of the human 
body. The deities with which the imagination ol 
the worshipper fills the universe around him are of 
necessity deities of the things which he sees, and 
the phenomenal forces which he experiences. In 
the tropics a god of fire will predominate, and tue 
sunreme punishment will be torture by heat. In 
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the arctic regions the chief and most terrible of 
the gods will rule the cold blast, and ‘ hell ’ will he 
a realm_ of pitiless frost. Thus divinities of the 
mountains will everywhere have similar character- 
istics, and will he awe-inspiring and difficult of 
access ; deities of the storms will be variable and 
fickle, sivift to strike, and readily appeased. The 
former may be expected to be constant, unchange- 
able, and in a mountainous region will dominate 
the entire pantheon. The ferocity or comparative 
mildness of the latter will vary with the climatic 
conditions of the country; their disposition will 
always be more or less uncertain, and their action 
erratic. In Egypt, where the conditions are stable, 
and the character and succession of the weather 
and the seasons may be relied upon unth all 
confidence, nature-deities are equable and mUd, 
ruling in general in their several provinces with 
consideration and equity. In the cold and storm- 
driven north the corresponding divinities are harsh, 
reckless, and cruel, and may be expected relent- 
lessly to punish every offence against their majesty 
and laws. An animistic cult, endowing with some 
at least of the attributes and functions of life the 
powers and phenomena of nature that encompass 
its votaries, of necessity reflects the quality and 
characteristics of their environment, and in many 
respects may, be looked upon as an unwritten 
record of their experiences and history. 

In this way the nature-gods of India are brought 
into relation Avith their surroundings, and betray 
their origin. Where development has taken place, I 
the change has usually, not always, been so simple ! 
and gradual that the original character of the j 
deity in question can be discerned without much 
difficulty. In particular the gods of the Vedic | 
hymns are for the most part at only a short remove 
from the natural plienoniena which they represent. 
Behind the loosely Avrought and transparent veil 
of the personality the concrete fact or phenomenon, 
upon Avhioh the idealization has been based, Avas 
readily apparent ; and the poets or Avorshippers 
never lost their hold, as it Avere, of the material 
world, the elements of Avhich their oAvn imagina- 
tion had converted into gods Avith a claim upon their 
reverence and fear. Those forces of nature Avhich 
Avere most apt to surprise, hurt, inflict injury, or 
cause loss, Avhether to themselves or to their pos- 
sessions, Avould most command their respect and 
exact from them offerings of propitiation. Deities, 
on the other hand, even though they represented 
constant facts of experience, as, e.g., the Indian 
warmth and sunshine, if the outcome of their 
activity Avere usually the happiness and Avell-being 
of man, did not need to be urged to beneficence by 
gifts ; and consequently their Avorship ahvays 
tended to be neglected and their claims deferred in 
favour of the more imperious need of the Avorshipper 
to secure himself by submission and offering 
against the ill-Avill of those Avho might be prone to 
do harm. It is probable that considerations of this 
nature explain the comparatively subordinate posi- 
tion which the direct worship of the sun occupies in 
India. No natural phenomenon is more continually 

E :nt and all-pervading than the sunlight and 
; reverence for the sun is and ahvays has been 
a permanent element of Hindu worship, and of the 
daily ritual and prayer of the Brahman Avorshipper. 
The beneficent action of the sun, hoAvever, might 
be taken for granted. The more urgent need of 
the worshipper Avas to erect altars and present 
sacrifices to avert the AATongs and calamities which 
he might otherAvise suffer at the hands of more 
capricious deities, Avhose action might easily be 
diverted to do him harm. 

To enumerate and describe even a tithe of the 
nature-gods and goddesses Avho from the Himalayas 
to Cape Comorin do at the present time exact or 


have in the past exacted a measure of adoration 
and fear from a greater or less proportion of the 
inhabitants of the peninsula is manifestly impossible 
Avithin the limits of an article. Their number is 
legion. It Avould not be incorrect to assert that of 
the gi-eat multitude of deities who compose the 
vast Hindu pantheon the character and attributes 
of at least nine-tenths Avould justify a claim to the 
name and rank of ‘nature* divinities; the re- 
mainder, Avith hardly an exception, Avould find a 
lace in shrines or temples for ancestor-Avorship, or 
etray their origin in deification of notable men 
and women of the present or past ages. Deities 
that are the personifications of abstract qualities or 
sensations are rare ; nor do they seem ever to have 
commanded any considerable measure of practical 
Avorship, important though their r6le may have 
been in theory and in the constructive mythology 
of the priests. 

There is a further reason also in the character of 
the nature-gods themselves Avhich seems to render 
a detailed description of each and every one un- 
necessary, even if it Avere possible. They aU or 
most of them exhibit a strong family likeness. A 
description true to the qualities and attributes of 
one Avould serve for many others. Practically the 
same divinity also re-appears under dift'erent names 
in dift’erent parts of the country. When facilities 
of communication increase, these various deities 
are brought into contact Avith one another, and are 
readily identified. Thus the number of distinct 
and indiAridual entities among the gods is not so 
great as might at first sight appear. Moreover, 
the character and functions of a nature-deity are 
rarely sharply defined. They tend at the edges 
to indistinctness and lack of firm outline. The 
more readily, therefore, they pass into one another, 
interchange ofiBces and attributes, and end by 
becoming indistinguishable or distinguishable only 
by a name Avhich has ceased to connote any marked 
indmduality. It is usual to classify nature-gods 
as gods of the mountains, forests, streams, etc. ; 
within these classes a similarity of function and 
characteristic is universally found to exist, Avhich 
has its explanation in the natural phenomena 
Avhich the deities represent. Finally, all nature- 
gods are strongly anthropomorphic. The Avor- 
shippers, by Avhose imaginative poAver they are 
conceived, endoAv them Avith qualities and capaci- 
ties like their OAvn. In bodily appearance, in 
motives and passions, in prejudices and desires, 
they are like men. Inasmuch, hoAvever, as they 
have at their disposal forces incomparably greater 
than human — forces, moreover, Avhose purpose and 
direction appear to be incalculable — they are 
credited with efficient poAvers on a greatly enhanced 
scale. The Avorshipper reflects his oAvn capacities 
for Avilling, feeling, acting upon the creations of 
his fancy, but in so doing magnifies them, and finds 
himself in presence of a god. 

In the hymns of the Kigveda, the earliest litera- 
ture of the Hindus, a simple nature-AVorship is pre- 
sented, the naive Avonder and reverence of man in 
presence of the mighty forces of the universe by 
Avhich he is encompassed. The Vedic deities are 
described in anthropomorphic terms, but their 
relation to the natural phenomena Avhich they 
represent is usually of a simple and straightfom^ard 
character. In the hands of the poets they have 
undergone little transformation or idealization, 
and are still manifestly the forces of nature more 
or less distinctly personified and endoAved Avith 
human characteristics. Perhaps in no other early 
religion is the ‘ natural ’ element so clearly revealed, 
or the material origin so little obscured by passing 
into the divine. Thus also the qualities and attri- 
butes of the various gods, being constructed, as it 
were, after one pattern, that of man, present little 
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quently adopted to render an original philosophic 
term that hardly admits of adequate translation 
into a foreign tongue.* 

Hindu thought, moreover, hardly advanced to 
the conception of nature as a whole, a totality in- 
separably bonded together and unified under the 
control of a common law to which in every part 
and portion it Avas submissive. Set over against 
himself, to the Indian observer or thinker the uni- 
verse Avas and remained individualistic, a group or 
rather groups of individuals, often loosely and 
obscurely defined, but Avith distinct indiA’idualities, 
Avills, functions, and tendencies. In all this the 
conditions of human life and society Avere reflected 
upon the assumed life of the other Avorld, and seen 
more or less distorted as in a mirror. The several 
members of the groups, deities of the forests, the 
streams, the sky, etc,, bore a family resemblance, 
as it Avere, to one another ; but also the gi'oups 
themselves Avere not strongly or clearly differenti- 
ated inter se, and individuals on the border-line 
might he assigned Avithout much difficulty to 
another company, and Avere not careful to avoid 
trespassing upon the sphere or functions of divini- 
ties in the main distinct and charged Avith a special 
office and Avork. The tendency Avas uniformly in 
the direction of assimilation, not only the individ- 
ual members of the groups draAving closer together 
in attributes and cn^aracter, in all but name, but 
the several groups losing their hold upon the dis- 
tinctive characteristics Avhich betrayed their origin, 
and becoming mere embodiments of a foAv leading 
or commanding attributes Avhich Avere appropriate 
to all. This feature is not, of course, peculiar to 
early Hindu thought or conception, but to a greater 
or less extent characterizes all ‘ nature ’ relimons, 
Avhose deities are only in rare instances clearly 
differentiated, more often under diflerent names 
are possessed of identical attributes and discharge 
the same offices. 

These vaguely conceived forces or powers of 
nature Avere, in the first instance at least, not 
defined as persons, or clothed Avith personal form 
and attribute. This stage or attituae of belief is 
represented Avidely among the less advanced anim- 
istic tribes of India at the present time, and to 
a large extent forms the background of the re- 
ligious faith and practice of the countiyside.^ The 
ghostly object of the villager’s dread is localized 
in this or that patch of jungle, in a rock, a tree, 
or a rushing stream, but is hardly individualized, 
or in any Avay distinguished from many others 
of his kind, Avho do similar deeds of mischief and 
ill-Avill and are equally to be feared. In the 
earliest literature of the Vedic hymns, hoAvever, 
the personality of the chief gods and goddesses 
is distinctly conceiA’-ed and asserted. The poets’ 

1 Illustrations are readily to hand from Indian literature. 
Thus Shaaavad-GUd, xiii. 19, ‘Know that both praktti and 
puntfa are without beginning, and that products and qualities 
(ffuxia) originate from prakrti.' Prakrit is said to be the 
ground of the activity of cause and eOect. inirufa of the capa- 
city of experiencing pleasure and pain (SEE viii.2 [1S9SJ 104 f. : 
cf. the comments of llaminuja on A‘ed. i. i. 1 and i. iv. 8. SEE 
xlviil. [1904] 139f., S65); i6. iii. 27, ‘Actions in every Instance 
are done by the qualities of prakrti'; S3, ‘Even the wise man 
acts In harmony with his own nature (prakrti). All beings j 
follow nature ’ (SEE xlviii. 65 f.) ; ix. 10, ‘ By me, the overseer, i 
prakrti brings forth the animate and inanimate world, from I 
this cause the universe revolves’ (SEE xlviil. 82) ; cf. ib. xiv. 6, 
T. 14, etc. 

2 Cf. the words of H. H. EIsley, than whom no closer or more 
exact student of primitive Indian life can be quoted. ‘Slore 
especially in Chota Nagpur . . . my endeavours to find out 
what the Jungle people really do believe have led roe to the 
negative conclusion that in most cases the indefinite something 
which they fear and attempt to propitiate is not a person at all 
inany sense of the word. . . , Ishouldsaythattheideathatlies 
atthe root of their religion is that of power, or rather of many 
powers. AVhat the Animist worships and seeks by all means to 
influence and conciliate is the shifting and shadowy company of 
unknown powers or Influences making for evil rather than for 
good' (Cenrus cf India, 1901, ‘Eeport,’ voL L pt. L, Calcutta, 
1903, p. S32). 


thought and conception have advanced far beyond 
the stage at Avhich tlie suppliant addresses himself 
i to a vague impersonal force ; and of the leadmg 
I divinities at least it may be said that they posset 
I a character of their oAvn, and are apprehended in 
I and by themselves. This Avould tend to shoiv that 
i the Aryan peoples of that age Avere by no means 
I at a primitive or very early stage in the evolu- 
tion of religious ideas, but had made considerable 
progress in the orderly development of constructive 
thought. The conception of personality, if it forces 
itself upon primitive man as a given fact of experi- 
ence, is only Avith difficulty defined, or macm to 
apply to the unknoAvn external poAvers upon which 
his OAvn Avell-being so largely depends. These he 
endows with various qualities and functions, derived 
from his OAvn self-consciousness and experience, as 
of cunning, strength, Avill, but he makes no eflbrt 
to combine them into the Avhole of an individual 
person, a substratum Avhose attributes these are. 

Accordingly, it Avould be correct to define the 
Hindu conception of nature as consisting, at least 
fundamentally, of an aggregate of forces, not 
clearly interrelated or actmg in unison, but for 
the most part independent, and not set in motion 
by any common motive or principle. It is partially 
misleading, therefore, to enmloy the term ‘force’ 
of the Indian conception. For the so-called force 
is not determined by any rule or law, save that of 
its oAA’n volition. It is active, and Avorks according 
to its OAvn Avill and caprice. The animating poAver 
of the spring or the grove is really animated, and 
is, so far as it is self-governing and irresponsible, 
urged to action by no necessity or the control of a 
higher poAver or Avill, but is arbitrary and apt to 
perform the most unexpected feats of mischief- 
making and malice. This is the loAvest and most 
primitive stage of naturalism, represented Avidely 
in India at the present day. A hierarchy of 
nature-gods and goddesses, Avith a graduation of 
autliority and poAver, reveals itself only in the 
further course of evolution. Nor in this is man 
doing other than ascribing to the external forces 
of nature the faculties of self-determination and 
free movement Avhich he finds Avitliin himself. The 
poAvers of the Avorld without reflect the poAver 
Avithin, but are conceived as endoAved Avith a greater 
capacity for hurt or harm or for doing good, iniw- 
much as the radius of their action is indefinitely 
AA’ider and the destruction that they Avork more 
ruinous and complete. Nature is essentially rela- 
tive to man. For the very reason, hoAA'ever, that 
these poAvers are self-determining and irresponsible, 
they may be moved by prayer or placated by offer- 
ing. Tlie grovelling attitude of fear, the muttered 
petition for mercy, the rags tied to the sacred tree, 
the oblation poured upon the ground, and the 
slaughtered bird or beast are so many recognitions 
of the dominion Avhioh the forces of nature exercise 
over the Avorshipper, and the perpetual interference 
Avhich they inmet into the other Avise equable course 
of his life. He is ahvays in presence^ of natural 
poAvers of indefinite range and capability, and the 
mere instinct of self-preservation prompte him to 
seek to propitiate them and to Avard off the incal- 
culable consequences of their spite or caprice. 

A determining element in the character of all 
nature-divinities is the climate and natural features 
of the district in Avhich they are found. Environ- 
ment plays as large a part in the formation and 
development of early religious conceptions as m 
the pliA’sical groAvth and evolution of the human 
body. The deities Avith Avhich the imagination ol 
the Avorshipper fills the universe around him are oj 
necessity deities of the things AvUich ho sees, and 
the phenomenal forces Avhicli he experiences. In 
the tropics a god of fire Avill predominate, and tuc 
supreme punishment Avill be torture by heat. In 
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the arctic regions the chief and most terrible of 
the gods will rule the cold blast, and ‘ hell ’ will be 
a realm of pitiless frost. Thus divinities of the 
mountains will everywhere have similar character- 
istics, and_ will be awe-inspiring and difficult of 
access ; deities of the storms will be variable and 
fickle, swift to strike, and readily appeased. The 
former may be expected to be constant, unchange- 
able, and m a mountainous region ivill dominate 
the entire pantheon. The ferocity or comparative 
mildness of the latter will vary with the climatic 
conditions of the country ; their disposition will 
always be more or less uncertain, and their action 
erratic. In Egypt, where the conditions are stable, 
and the character and succession of the weather 
and the seasons may be relied upon ivith all 
confidence, nature-deities are equable and mild, 
ruling in general in their several provinces with 
consideration and equity. In the cold and storm- 
driven north the corresponding divinities are harsh, 
reckless, and cruel, and may be expected relent- 
lessly to punish every offence against their majesty 
and laws. An animistic cult, endowing with some 
at least of the attributes and functions of life the 
powers and phenomena of nature that encompass 
its votaries, of necessity reflects the quality and 
characteristics of their environment, and in many 
respects may be looked upon as an univritten 
record of their experiences and history. 

In this way the nature-gods of India are brought 
into relation rvitli their surroundings, and betray 
their ori^n. Where development has taken place, 
the change has usually, not always, been so simple 
and gradual that the original character of the 
deity in question can he discerned without much 
difficulty. In particular the gods of the Vedic 
hymns are for the most part at only a short remove 
from the natural phenomena which they represent. 
Behind the loosely wrought and transparent veil 
of the personality the concrete fact or phenomenon, 
upon which the idealization has been based, was 
readily apparent; and the poets or worshippers 
never lost their hold, os it were, of the material 
world, the elements of which their own imagina- 
tion had converted into gods with a claim upon their 
reverence and fear. Those forces of nature which 
were most apt to surprise, hurt, inflict injury, or 
cause loss, whether to themselves or to their pos- 
sessions, would most command their respect and 
exact from them offerings of propitiation. Deities, 
on the other hand, even though they represented 
constant facts of experience, as, e.y., the Indian 
warmth and sunshine, if the outcome of their 
activity were usually the happiness and well-being 
of man, did not need to be urged to beneficence by 
gifts ; and consequently their worship always 
tended to be neglected and their claims deferred in 
favour of the more imperious need of the worshipper 
to secure himself by submission and offering 
against the ill-will of those who might be prone to 
do harm. It is probable that considerations of this 
nature explain the comparatively subordinate posi- 
tion which the direct worship of the sun occupies in 
India. No natural phenomenon is more continually 
present and all-pervading than the sunlight and 
heat ; reverence for the sun is and always has been 
a permanent element of Hindu worship, and of the 
daily ritual aud prayer of the Brahman worshipper. 
The beneficent action of the sun, however, might 
be taken for granted. The more urgent need of 
the worshipper was to erect altars and present 
sacrifices to avert the wrongs and calamities which 
he might otherwise suffer at the hands of more 
capricious deities, whose action might easily be 
diverted to do him harm. 

To enumerate and describe even a tithe of the 
nature-gods aud goddesses who from the Himalayas 
to Cape Comorin do at the present time exact or 


have in the past exacted a measure of adoration 
and fear from a greater or less proportion of the 
inhabitants of the peninsula is manifestly impossible 
within the limits of an article. Their number is 
legion. It would not be incorrect to assert that of 
the CTeat multitude of deities who compose the 
vast Hindu pantheon the character and attributes 
of at least nine-tenths would justify a claim to the 
name and rank of ‘nature’ divinities; the re- 
mainder, with hardly an exception, would find a 
lace in shrines or temples for ancestor-worship, or 
etray their origin in deification of notable men 
and women of the present or past ages. Deities 
that are the personifications of abstract qualities or 
sensations are rare ; nor do they seem ever to have 
commanded any considerable measure of practical 
worship, important though their r61e may have 
been in theory and in the constructive mythology 
of the priests. 

There is a further reason also in the character of 
the nature-gods themselves which seems to render 
a detailed description of each and every one un- 
necessary, even if it were possible. They all or 
most of them exhibit a strong family likeness. A 
description trne to the qualities and attributes of 
one would serve for many others. Practically the 
same divinity also re-appears under different names 
in difterent parts of the country. When facilities 
of communication increase, these various deities 
are brought into contact with one another, and are 
readili' identified. Thus the number of distinct 
and individual entities among the gods is not so 
great as might at first sight appear. Moreover, 
the character and functions of a nature-deity are 
rarely sharply defined. They tend at the edges 
to indistinctness and lack of firm outline. The 
more readily, therefore, they pass into one another, 
interchange offices and attributes, and end by 
becoming indistinguishable or distinguishable only 
by a name which has ceased to connote any marked 
individuality. It is usual to classify nature-gods 
as gods of the mountains, forests, streams, etc. ; 
within these classes a similarity of function and 
characteristic is universally found to exist, which 
has its explanation in the natural phenomena 
which the deities represent. Finally, all nature- 
gods are strongly anthropomorphic. The wor- 
shippers, by whose imaginative power they are 
conceived, endow them with qualities and capaci- 
ties like their own. In bodily appearance, in 
motives and passions, in prejudices and desires, 
they are like men. Inasmuch, however, as they 
have at their disposal forces incomparably greater 
than human — forces, moreover, whose purpose and 
direction appear to be incalculable — they are 
credited with efficient powers on a greatly enhanced 
scale. The worshipper reflects his own capacities 
for willing, feeling, acting upon the creations of 
his fancy, out in so doing magnifies them, and finds 
himself in presence of a god. 

In the hymns of the Rigveda, the earliest litera- 
ture of the Hindus, a simple nature-worship is pre- 
sented, the naive wonder and reverence of man in 
presence of the mighty forces of the universe by 
which he is encompassed. The Vedic deities are 
described in anthropomorphic terms, but their 
relation to the natural phenomena which they 
represent is usually of a simple and straightforward 
character. In the hands of the poets they have 
undergone little transformation or idealization, 
and are still manifestly the forces of nature more 
or less distinctly personified and endowed with 
human characteristics. Perhaps in no other early 
religion is the ‘ natural ’ element so clearly revealed, 
or the material origin so little obscured by passing 
into the divine. _ Thus also the qualities and attri- 
butes of the various gods, being constructed, as it 
were, after one pattern, that of man, present little 
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quenfcly adopted to render an original philosophic 
term that hardly admits of adequate translation 
into a foreign tongue.* 

Hindu thought, moreover, hardly advanced to 
the conception of nature as a whole, a totality in- 
separably bonded together and unified under the 
control of a common law to which in every part 
and portion it was submissive. Set over against 
himself, to the Indian observer or thinker the uni- 
verse was and remained individualistic, a group or 
rather groups of individuals, often loosely and 
obscurely defined, but with distinct individualities, 
wUls, functions, and tendencies. In all this the 
conditions of human life and society were reflected 
upon the assumed life of the other world, and seen 
more or less distorted as in a mirror. The several 
members of the groups, deities of the forests, the 
streams, the sky, etc., bore a family resemblance, 
as it were, to one another; but also the gi’oups 
themselves were not strongly or clearly diflTerenti- 
ated inter se, and individuals on the border-line 
might be assigned without much difficulty to 
another company, and were not careful to avoid 
trespassing upon the sphere or functions of divini- 
ties in the main distinct and charged with a special 
office and work. The tendency was uniformly in 
the direction of assimilation, not only the individ- 
ual members of the groups drawing closer together 
in attributes and character, in all but name, but 
the several groups losing their hold upon the dis- 
tinctive characteristics •i\diich betrayed their origin, 
and becoming mere embodiments of a few leading 
or commanding attributes which were appropriate 
to all. This feature is not, of course, peculiar to 
early Hindu thought or conception, but to a greater 
or less extent characterizes all ‘ nature ’ religions, 
whose deities are only in rare instances clearly 
differentiated, more often under ditierent names 
are possessed of identical attributes and discharge 
the same offices. 

These vaguely conceived forces or powers of 
nature were, in the first instance at least, not 
defined as persons, or clothed with personal form 
and attribute. This stage or attitude of belief is 
represented ividely among the less advanced anim- 
istic tribes of India at the present time, and to 
a large extent forms the background of the re- 
ligious faith and practice of the countiyside.® The 
ghostly object or the villager’s dread is localized 
in this or that patch of jungle, in a rock, a tree, 
or a rushing stream, but is liardly individualized, 
or in any way distinguished from many others 
of his kind, who do similar deeds of mischief and 
ill-will and are equally to be feared. In the 
earliest literature of the Vedic hymns, however, 
the personality of the chief gods and goddesses 
is distinctly conceived and asserted. The poets’ 

1 Illustrations are readily to hand from Indian literature. 
Thus Bhagavad-Gitd, xiii. 19, ‘Know that both prakrti and 
purufa are without beginning, and that products and qualities 
(gupn) originate from prakrti.’ Brakrti is said to be the 
ground of the activity of cause and effect, purufa of the capa- 
city of experiencing pleasure and pain (.SDli viii.! [1893] 104 f. ; 
cf. the comments of ItamUnuja on Ved. I. i. 1 and i. iv. 8, SBE 
xlviii. (1904] 139 f., 365); ib. iii. 27, ‘Actions in every instance 
are done by the qualities of prakrti' •, S3, ‘Even the wise man 
acts in harmony with his own nature (prakrti). All beings 
follow nature ’(55^ xlviii. 65 1.); lx. 10, ‘By me, the overseer, 
prakrti brings forth the animate and inanimate world, from 
this cause the universe revolves ’ (SBE xlviii. 82) ; cf. ib, xiv. 6, 
T. 14, etc. 

! Cl. the words of H. H. Risley, than whom no closer or more 
exact student of primitive Indian life can be quoted. ‘ Store 
especially in Chota Nagpur . . . my endeavours to find out 
what the Jungle people really do believe have led me to the 
ne^tlve conclusion that in most cases the indeflnite something 
which they fear and attempt to propitiate is not a person at aU 
in any sense of the word. . . . 1 should gay that the idea thatlles 
attherootol their religion is that of power, or rather of many 
powers. What the Animlst worships and seeks by all means to 
Influence and conciliate is the shifting and shadowy company of 
unknoivn powers or influences making for evil rather than for 
good' (Cemxts oj India, 1901, ‘Report,’ Toh i. pt. L, Calcutta, 
1903, p. Si2). 


thought and conception have advanced far beyond 
the stage at which the suppliant addresses himself 
to a vague impersonal force ; and of the leadmw 
divinities at least it may be said that they posset 
a character of their own, and are apprehended in 
and by themselves. This would tend to show that 
the Aryan peoples of that age were by no means 
at a primitive or very early stage in the evolu- 
tion of relimous ideas, but had made considerable 
progress in the orderly development of constructive 
thought. The conception of personality, ifitforces 
itself upon primitive man as a given fact of experi- 
ence, is only with difficulty defined, or muM to 
apply to the unknown external powers upon which 
Ins own well-being so largely depends. These he 
endows with various qualities and functions, derived 
from his oivn self-consciousness and experience, as 
of cunning, strength, will, but he makes no eflbrt 
to combine them into the whole of an individual 
person, a substratum whose attributes these are. 

Accordingly, it would be correct to define the 
Hindu conception of nature as consisting, at least 
fundamentally, of an aggregate of forces, not 
clearly interrelated or actmg in unison, but for 
the most part independent, and not set in motion 
by any common motive or principle. It is partially 
misleading, therefore, to ei^loy the term ‘ force ’ 
of the Indian conception. For the so-called force 
is not determined by any rule or law, save that of 
its own volition. It is active, and works according 
to its own will and caprice. The animating power 
of the spring or the grove is really animated, and 
is, so far as it is self-governing and irresponsible, 
urged to action by no necessity or the control of a 
higher power or will, bub is arbitrary and apt to 
perform the most unexpected feats of mischief- 
making and malice. This is the lowest and most 
primitive stage of naturalism, represented widely 
in India at the present day. A hierarchy of 
nature-gods and goddesses, with a graduation of 
authority and power, reveals itself only in the 
further course of evolution. Nor in this is man 
doing other than ascribing to the external forces 
of nature the faculties of self-determination and 
free movement which he finds within himself. The 
powers of the world without reflect the power 
within, but are conceived as endowed with a greater 
capacity for hurt or harm or for doing good, inM- 
much as the radius of their action is indefinitely 
wider and the destruction that they work more 
ruinous and complete. Nature is essentially rela- 
tive to man. For the very reason, however, that 
these powers are self-determining and irresponsible, 
they may be moved by prayer or placated by ofler- 
ing. The grovelling attitude of fear, the muttered 
petition for mercy, the rags tied to the sacred tree, 
the oblation poured upon the ground, and the 
slaughtered bird or beast are so many recognitions 
of the dominion which the forces of nature exercise 
over the worshipper, and the perpetual interference 
which they inject into the otherwise equable course 
of his life. He is always in presence^ of natural 
powers of indefinite range and capability, and the 
mere instinct of self-preservation prompts him to 
seek to propitiate them and to ward oil the mcal- 
culable consequences of their spite or caprice. 

A determining element in the character of all 
nature-divinities is the climate and natural features 
of the district in which they are found. Environ- 
ment plays as large a part in the formation ana 
development of early religions conceptions as in 
the physical growth and evolution of the human 
body. The deities with which the iniampation oj 
the worshipper fills the universe around him are oj 
necessity deitias of the things which ho secs, and 
the phenomenal forces which he expenences. in 
the tropics a god of fire will predominate, and tue 
sunreme punishment will be torture by heat. In 
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the arctic regions the chief and most terrible of 
the gods ■will rule the cold blast, and ‘ hell ’ will he 
a realm of pitiless frost. Thus divinities of the 
mountains will everywhere have similar character- 
istics, and_ will be awe-inspiring and difficult of 
access ; deities of the storms will be variable and 
fickle, swift to strike, and readily appeased. The 
former may he expected to he constant, unchange- 
able, and in a mountainous region -will dominate 
the entire pantheon. The ferocity or comparative 
mildness or the latter will vary with the climatic 
conditions of the country ; their disposition will 
always he more or less uncertain, and their action 
erratic. In Egypt, where the conditions are stable, 
and the character and succession of the weather 
and the seasons may be relied upon with all 
confidence, nature-deities are equable and mild, 
ruling in general in their several provinces with I 
consideration and equity. In the cold and storm- 
driven north the corresponding divinities are harsh, 
reckless, and cruel, and may he expected relent- j 
lessly to punish every offence against their majesty 
and laws. An animistic cult, endowing with some 
at least of the attributes and functions of life the 
powers and phenomena of nature that encompass 
its votaries, of necessity reflects the quality and 
characteristics of their environment, and in many 
respects may he looked upon as an un'written 
record of their experiences and history. 

In this way the nature-gods of India are brought 
into relation with their surroundings, and betray 
their origin. Where development has taken place, 
the change has usually, not always, been so simple 
and gradual that the original character of the 
deity in question can be discerned without much 
difficulty. In particular the gods of the Vedic 
hymns are for the most part at only a short remove 
from the natural phenomena which they represent. 
Behind the loosely wrought and transparent veil 
of the personality the concrete fact or phenomenon, 
upon which the idealization has been based, was 
readily apparent; and the poets or worshippers 
never lost their hold, as it were, of the material 
world, the elements of which their o'wn imagina- 
tion had converted into gods with a claim upon their 
reverence and fear. Those forces of nature which 
were most apt to surprise, hurt, inflict injury, or 
cause loss, whether to themselves or to their pos- 
sessions, would most command their respect and 
exact from them offerings of propitiation. Deities, 
on the other hand, even though they represented 
constant facts of experience, as, e.g., the Indian 
warmth and sunshine, if the outcome of their 
activity were usually the happiness and well-being 
of man, did not need to bo urged to beneficence by 
gifts ; and consequently their worship always 
tended to be neglected and their claims deferred in 
favour of the more imperious need of the worshipper 
to secure himself by submission and offering 
against the ill-will of those who might be prone to 
do harm. It is probable that considerations of this 
nature explain the comparatively subordinate posi- 
tion which the direct worship of the sun occupies in 
India. No natural phenomenon is more continually 
present and all-pervading than the sunlight and 
heat ; reverence for the sun is and always has been 
a permanent element of Hindu worship, and of the 
daily ritual and prayer of the Brahman worshipper. 
The beneficent action of the sun, however, might 
be taken for granted. The more urgent need of 
the worshipper was to erect altars and present 
sacrifices to avert the UTongs and calamities which 
he might othenvise suffer at the hands of more 
capricious deities, whose action might easily be 
diverted to do him harm. 

To enumerate and describe even a tithe of the 
nature-gods and goddesses who from the Himalayas 
to Cape Comorin do at the present time exact or 


have in the past exacted a measure of adoration 
and fear from a greater or less proportion of the 
inhabitants of the peninsula is manifestly impossible 
within the limits of an article. Their number is 
legion. It would not be incorrect to assert that of 
the OTcat multitude of deities who compose the 
vast Hindu pantheon the character and attributes 
of at least nine-tenths would justify a claim to the 
name and rank of ‘nature* divinities; the re- 
mainder, with hardly an exception, would find a 
lace in shrines or temples for ancestor- worship, or 
etray their origin in deification of notable men 
and women of the present or past ages. Deities 
that are the personifications of abstract qualities or 
sensations are rare ; nor do they seem ever to have 
commanded any considerable measure of practical 
worship, important though their r61e may have 
been in theory and in the constructive mythology 
of the priests. 

There is a further reason also in the character of 
the nature-gods themselves which seems to render 
a detailed description of each and eveir one un- 
necessary, even if it were possible. They all or 
most of them exhibit a strong family likeness. A 
description true to the qualities and attributes of 
one would serve for many others. Practically the 
same divinity also re-appears under difierent names 
in different parts of the country. When facilities 
of communication increase, these various deities 
are brought into contact n-ith one another, and are 
readily identified. Thus the number of distinct 
and individual entities among the gods is not so 
great as might at first sight appear. Moreover, 
the character and functions of a nature-deity are 
rarely sharply defined. They tend at the ei^es 
to indistinctness and lack of firm outline. The 
more readily, therefore, they pass into one another, 
interchange offices and attributes, and end by 
becoming indistinmishable or distinguishable only 
by a name which has ceased to connote any marked 
individuality. It is usual to classify nature-gods 
as gods of the mountains, forests, streams, etc. ; 
within these classes a similarity of function and 
characteristic is universally found to exist, which 
has its explanation in the natural phenomena 
which the deities represent. Finally, all nature- 
gods are strongly anthropomorphic. The wor- 
shippers, by whose imaginative power they are 
conceived, endow them with qualities and capaci- 
ties like their own. In bodify appearance, in 
motives and passions, in prejudices and desires, 
they are like men. Inasmuch, however, as they 
have at their disposal forces incomparably greater 
than human — forces, moreover, whose purpose and 
direction appear to be incalculable — they are 
credited with efficient powers on a greatly enhanced 
scale. The worshipper reflects his own capacities 
for willing, feeling, acting upon the creations of 
his fancy, hut in so doing magnifies them, and finds 
himself in presence of a god. 

In the hymns of the Rigveda, the earliest litera- 
ture of the Hindus, a simple nature-worship is pre- 
sented, the naive wonder and reverence of man in 
presence of the mighty forces of the universe by 
which he is encompassed. The Vedic deities are 
described in anthropomorphic terms, but their 
relation to the natural phenomena which they 
represent is usually of a simple and straightforward 
character. In the hands of the poets they have 
undergone little transformation or idealization, 
and are still manifestly the forces of nature more 
or less distinctly personified and endowed with 
human characteristics. Perhaps in no other early 
religion is the ‘ natural’ element so clearly revealed, 
or the material origin so little obscured by passing 
into the divine. Thus also the qualities and attri- 
butes of the various gods, being constructed, as it 
were, after one pattern, that of man, present little 
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variety, and the same epithets may he and fre- 
quently are applied to each and all. As is natural, 
it is the element of strength, the force which they 
exercise and by which their influence is felt, upon 
which most stress is laid. 'Whatever else they may 
he to the mind of their worshippers, they are 
severally all-powerful, able to accomplish their 
aims and to do whatsoever they will. Moreover, 
W’ith few exceptions they are conceived as gracious 
and kindly, prepared to listen to the petitions of 
those Avho approach them in sincerity unth prayer 
and sacrifice ; and they wage continual war with 
the powers of ill, the demons who work disaster, 
suffering, and wrong. In all this may be easily 
discerned the self-consciousness of the early Hindu 
worshipper, facing with courage the problems of 
the world around him, projecting his own thoughts 
and experiences into what seemed its infinitely 
manifold activities, and endeavouring to construe 
its movements in terms of his own sdf-knowledge 
and will. Few of the great gods of the "Veda sur- 
vived to later times. 

Nature-deities form part of what appear to have 
been early or primitive grou^ngs of divine powers 
in triads, or sets of three. These, again, were, in 
most instances at least, based upon and developed 
out of pairs of divinities, in whom was expressed 
the ancient cosmological conception of the creation 
of the universe by means of generation, the union 
of the male and female principles in the natural 
world. The oldest of these dyads, or pairs, was 
Dyaus-Ffthivi, heaven and earth, Dyaus represent- 
ing the wide-spreading vault of heaven, which 
surrounds^ and encompasses the earth (pj-thivl). 
Dyaus is invoked as father of ^ods and men, who 
alone apparently in the conception of the poets is 
without Deginning and possesses the attribute of 
immortality. The other gods, however great and 
powerful they may be, are in themselves but 
mortal, and gain immortality only as they quaff 
the life-riving soma (see below) in the halls or the 
gods. Other ancient divinities linked together in 
nature and worship are Mitra-Varuna, the sun in 
the heavens, in his royal prerogatives of justice 
and power; Indra-Varuna, the open heaven and 
the cloud-storms that come forth from its womb ; 
and others of less importance. The earliest triad 
that is clearly distinguished appears as Agni, 
Vayu, and Siirya, or fire, wind, and the sun ; but 
it is possible that this is a development out of a 
more primitive grouping in which Varuna, the 
heavens, and Mitra, a more ancient name or form 
of the solar divinity, had a part. 

In the nature-worship of the Veda the sun 
appears in many forms and under many names. 
Hjs most ancient title is Mitra, joint-guardian 
with Varuna of the wide universe, with a name 
and cult that lie far back in Indo-Iraniau times. 
Varuna is thus in origin and relation closely con- 
nected with the sun. He has come to represent 
the wide-spreading vault of heaven, and ns ‘all- 
seeing ’ embodies the ancient Indian conception of 
justice and right. Varuna is perhaps tlie most 
completely personalized of the early Vedio gods. 
In the later Indian mythology, under circumstances 
that are obscure, he seems to have lost his original 
character, and became reduced to comparative in- 
significance as a god of the sea,* his office and 
functions being transferred to Prajapati, the sove- 
reign ‘lord of creatures,’ an abstract conception of 
a more reflective and theistic typo of thought 

1 In a late hymn of the EIgr''cda the rule of Vonuja fs already 
associated with the triple waters that feed the ocean ; 

'Xho waters of the sky, the waters of the rivers, the waters 
of the wells : the bright and cleansing waters, whose goal is the 
sea — ^may these divine waters protect me. 

In the midst of them goes Varuga the king, marking the 
truth and falsehood of men : they so pure and bright, dropping 
honey— may these divine waters protect me ’ (ni. alix.). 


In all the hymns addressed to Varuna there are 
an acknowledgment of wrong-doing, and prayer 
for forgiveness ; the following is part of one of the 
most remarkable from the first book of the Rigveda : 

‘ However we break thy laws from day to day, men as we are, 
0 god, Viruga, 

Do not deliver us unto death, nor to the blow of the furious ; 
nor to the anger of the spiteful 1 

To propitiate thee, O Varuga, we bind thy mind wdth songs, 
os the charioteer a weary eteed. 

Away from me they flee dispirited, intent only on gaining 
wealth : as birds to their nest. 

When shall we bring hither the man who is victory to the 
warriors, when shall we bring Varuga, the wide-seeing, to 
be propitiated ? 

Ho who knows the place of the birds that fly through the 
sky, who on the waters knows the ships. 

He who knows the track of the wind, of the wide, the bright, 
and mighty ; and knows those who reside on high,— 

He, the upholder of order, Varuga sits down among his 
people ; he, the wise, sits there to povem. 

Thence perceiving all wondrous things, he sees what has 
been and will be done. 

May he, the wise son of time, make our paths straight all 
our days ; may ho prolong our lives I 


O bear this my calling, Varuna, he gracious now ; longing 
for help, I have called upon thee. 

Thou, O wise god, art lord of all, of heaven and earth : listen 
and answer on thy way.’l 

The most clearly conceived and defined of the 
solar deities is Surya, the bright orb of the sun, 
who in the mytholo^ is the son of Dyaus, He 
surveys the universe in the consciousness of power, 
and puts to flight the evil spirits of darkness and 
disease. The worship of the bright sun has been 
in India the most persistent and universal of wrly 
cults; and under the name of Savitr, the divine 
vivifier, who brings life again to the world and to 
men after the sleep of the night, he is invoked in 
the daily morning prayer of every Brahman,* 
Vis^u, the all-pervader, is a solar deity who in the 
development of Indian religious thought hecanie 
one of the most important and influential of India s 
gods. He traverses the three worlds in three 
strides, and is described as ‘wide-stepping,’ ‘iride- 
going’* — epithets that probably refer to the rapid 
course of the sun in the neavens through the three 
stages of rising, culmination, and setting. P3$an 
also, the friend and guide of travellers and especi- 
ally of the departed souls who are beset by nu*py 
perils on their dark journey to the lower world, 
seems to have been originally a form of the light- 
giving god. In the later literature the number of 
the sun-gods is multiplied to twelve, representmg 
the twelve months of the year. These are the 
Adityas, sons of Aditi, the boundless expanse or 
void. In the Eigveda the name occurs once in the 
late tenth book, and their number is given as seven 
or eight, 'Varuna being sometimes rec'Kqned \wth 
them. Aditi, in the dual, is the dual divinity of 
heaven and earth; and the name Aditya is also 
employed generally of "Vijuu or any_ solar divinity. 

Two deities, moreover, prominent in the Rigveda, 
were directly associated with the heavens. Tlie 
twin ASvins represented probably the morning anu 
evening stars, which were originally copceivM as 
distinct and independent. Their functions,^ how- 
ever, and course in the sky were so evidently similar 
that tiiey were regarded as twins. Tlie name 
signifies ‘belonging to horses’; accordingly, the 
Asidns are the two charioteers who harness tlie 
car of the davni, and conduct it each successive 
day above the horizon. They are also the dinne 
physicians, who by their skill avert sickness and 

1 j. XXV, ; Jlax Huller, Uist, of Ancient Sanskrit Lt^ature^0 

I^ondon, 38CO, p. 535 ff. ; Peterson, Upmns from (he llxgveaa^t 
pp. SfT., 295£r. . , ,, , 

2 The eacred Gdvatri or Sdritri (Rljpreda, m. IriL 10, cl. 
Mana, ii. 78-S2, 1-18): tat Savitur varaxyam hharyo det^a 
dhhnahi, dhxyo yo nnh prachodaydt, ‘On the most excellent 
glorj of that divine vivifler let ub medlUte, and may he jnspirt 
our thoughta.' 

3 (/rukramOf uruydya. 
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disease from men. Undoubtedly the most beautiful 
personification of the Veda is Usas, the goddess of 
the dawn, who in her car opens the gates of the 
sky, and drives away the malignant spirits that 
love the night. She is described as bright and 
ever JTOung, the daughter of heaven and sister of 
the Adityas. In the dual, usasau, the name is 
given to the morning and evening twilights. 

Several of the Vedic deities have a double or 
even threefold form and nature, as gods of the 
heavens, the earth, and the waters. The chief of 
these is Indra, sometimes described as an atmo- 
spheric divinity. He is the storm-god, son of Dyaus, 
the most popular deity of Vedic times, to ]udge 
from the number of hymns dedicated to him. He 
rides upon his golden car, and bestows rich and 
bountiful gifts upon his worshippers; hut he is 
also greatly to he feared, for the same rain that 
enriches and fertilizes the soil may become a flood, 
sweeping away the crops and destroying life. In 
his character as warrior-king he is thus perhaps 
more distinctly personalized than the majority of 
the Vedic gods. He is said greatly to delight in 
the offerings of those who pay him homage, and 
to indulge to excess in draughts of the intoxicating 
soma, whereby he is strengthened for the warfare 
with the powers of evil in which he is perpetually 
engaged. Prominent as is the position of Indra in 
the Veda, from the later mythology his figure and 
name almost entirely disap_pear. 

From many texts that might he cited the follow- 
ing express briefly the thou^ts of the poet towards 
the goa : 

' Be who, immediately on bis birth, the first, the wise, sur- 
passed the gods in force ; at whose might the two worlds 
shook, through the greatness o( his strength, he, O men, 
is Indra. 

He who fixed the quivering earth ; who gave stahlllty to the 
agitated mountains ; who measured the vast atmosphere ; 
wno propped up the sky, he, 0 men, is Indra. 

He who has been a counterpart of the Universe ; who casts 
down the unshaken, he, 0 men, is Indra. 

The sky and the earth bow down to him ; at his might the 
mountains are atridd.’! 

•0 Indra, listen to our prayer; come, yoke thy steeds, and 
drive them towards us ; all mortals cml upon thee in every 
place, but hear our proyer, O llie-glver. 

Thy greatness, Indra, reached our cry, and thou protectest 
the song of the singer, O mighty one : when thou dost 
take the thunderbolt in thy hand, great and fierce god, 
none can resist thee. 

On the days when evil men do penance for their sin, on 
these days be gracious to us, O Indra; the sins which 
Varupa, the wise god, sees in us — from their guilt may 
Indra deliver us. 

Let us call on this mighty India, that he may give us great 
wealth and substance: who is the hearer of prayer— and 
do you gods protect us always with your blessing.' ^ 

Closely related to Indra are the Maruts, the 
storm-deities, sons of Rudra, himself a god of the 
destroying tempest,, and the only one of the great 
Vedic deities ■ whose temper and character are 
distinctly maleficent. Rudra is also the _ lord 
of the healing art, the ‘greatest of physicians,’ 
perhaps so regarded from the action of the storm- 
•nfind in cleanng the valleys and swamps of fogs 
and noxious vapours. The constant association of 
the Maruts ivitn Indra in the hymns seems to he 
decisive against the explanation of their original 
nature as spirits of plant-life and vegetation.® . The 
really maleficent forces of the Veda are the 
demons, of whom Vrtra, the defeated opponent 
of Indra, is the chief. The other demoniacal 
powers for the most part make their appearance 
in classes, as raksasas, piiackas, etc. Vrtra 

1 Rigveda, n. xii. 1 ; J. Muir, Orig. Sanskrit Texts^, London, 
1890, iv. 87. 

5 Rigveda, vn. xxvlii., tr. Petersons, L 280 f . 

3 As by L. von Schroder, ilgsterium und Mimus im Rigveda, 
Leipzig, 1908, p. 124. 


certainly, as a personification of the evil serpent, 
belongs to the sphere of nature-worship. The 
great majority, if not all, of the rest probably 
share the same character. 

Vfiyu or Vata was the ivind, another impersona- 
tion of the mighty tempest. He is associated 
with the earth {pTthivl), of whom he is some- 
times regarded as the husband. 

Among the most ancient deities of the Veda was 
Soma, who also appears under a terrestrial as well 
as a celestial form. His cult may be traced back 
to the Indo-lranian period, when the sacred haoma 
had a part in the Avestan rites of worship. The 
basis of the personification is to be' found in the 
strange intoxicating properties of the plant, which 
were ascribed to divine afflatus. What specific 
plant, however, was originally intended is un- 
certain. The so-called ‘moon -plant’ {Asclepias 
acida), which the Indians themselves usually 
identify with the soma, possesses a bitter acrid 
juice, which would seem unlikely, unless tastes 
have greatly changed, to have been lauded as a 
divine drink. Others have supposed that the soma 
really denoted the grape, the knowledge of which 
had been communicated to the Indians in their 
early home. P. Regnaud, on the other hand, has 
argued that the name originally indicated the 
aromatic oil that was employed to feed the sacred 
fire but his arguments have failed to carry con- 
viction to scholars. There is less ideal personifica- 
tion in the poets’ conception of Soma than is the 
case with the other chief divinities of the Veda. 
In celebrating his virtues and influence they seem 
never to have lost sight of the fact that the deity 
whom they praised did actually represent a tangible 
and concrete plant. Moreover, the soma, though 
the choice libation to the gods upon earth, pos- 
sessed also a mystical life in the third heaven. 
There, like the nectar of the Greeks, it was the 
drink of the gods, through partaking of which 
they became immortal ; and men also wDl win 
immortality when they quaff the soma in the 
regions of the blest. In some sort, therefore, the 
soma was conceived as having a celestial as well as 
an earthly existence. It grew also in heaven, 
whence it had been brought down, a gift from the 

f ods to men. In the later literature Soma changed 
is character, as did some other divinities, and 
the name was transferred to or Identified wth the 
moon, probably through some obscure idea of 
the influence of the moon upon vegetation and the 
growth and ripening of the sap. Of this identifica- 
tion there are hints and pre-intimations in the 
Rigveda itself.® It is unlikely, however, that the 
conception of Soma as the moon was other than a 
late development of religious thought. 

In the tenth mandala of theRigveda the praises of 
the soTna and its irresistible power are chanted in an 
unmistakable drinking-song. Indra is the speaker : 

‘This, this is my thought, that I will get mo cow and horae : 
hare I not drunk the Bomat 

Idke rushing winds the draughts I have drunk carry me 
along : have I not drunk the Soma 1 
The draughts carry me along as swift horses the chariot : 
have I not drunk the Soma? 

Prayer is drawing nigh me, like a lowing cow approaching 
her dear child : have I not drunk the Soma? 

I, as a carpenter with a plank, turn the prayer round in my 
heart : have I not drunk the Soma? 

The two worlds reach not the hall of me : have I not drunk 
the Soma ? 

Over heaven in my might, over this mighty earth I stretch : 
have I not drunk the Soma? 

Ha 1 I will put earth down this way or that way ; have I not 
drunk the Soma? 


1 Actes da premier Congris international de Thisloire det re- 
ligions, 1900, Paris, 1904, ii. i. 49 ff. 

2 Rigveda, vi. xliv. 21, vili. Ixxi. 8, X. Ixxv. 2 ft., cxxiii. 8. 
Tlie passages are all probably late. In X. Ixxxv. 5 the moon is 
the cup from which the gods drink the soma, and a similar 
representation is found in the Upanifods. 
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I am great of the great; I have risen to the navel of the 
world : have I not drunk the Soma? 

I have taken, and go away satisfied, to carry the offering to 
the gods : have 1 not drunk the Soma ? ’ l 

Agfni, the god of fire, takes his place among 
nature-gods equally Atith the gods of the winds 
and the waters ; and the universal prevalence of 
fire-worship among primitive peoples is due to the 
large part which that element plays in their daily 
life. In the Veda Agni is the son of heaven and 
earth, the guardian and friend of mankind ; and, 
like Soma, bears the character of a terrestrial as 
well as a celestial divinity. He is indeed credited 
with a threefold origin and life, as the sacred fire 
upon the hearth, the lightning in the sky, and in 
the atmospheric waters. As in the descriptions of 
the soma, the physical qualities and appearance of 
the fire also seem rarely if ever to be lost sight of 
by the Vedic poets. He strikes in the lightning, 
and with his fierce heat consumes those who 
oppose him and refuse to render him his due. He 
also waits upon men at the household hearth, 
hears their sacrifices and gifts to heaven, and mth 
his kindly warmth promotes the growth of their 
crops. Agni is the eldest of the gods, high priest 
ana seer both in heaven and upon earth, messenger 
and intermediary between man and god, uniting in 
himself the functions of all inferior and human 
priests, and presenting their gifts and service with 
acceptance in heaven. Thus Agni especially, in 
his offices and worship, forms the bond between 
the daily concrete life and labour of man and the 
unseen world of the gods. 

' O holy and divino Agni, with thy pleasant tong;ue of flame 
bring the gods here and worship them. 

We have fed thee with butter, O giorious one, that gazest up 
Into heaven : bring the gods to our feast. 

Thou dost call them to our feast ; we have kindled thee and 
thou dost shine : dost shine mightily, O wise Agni, at our 
sacriflce. 

Agni, come with ail the gods and partake of our sacriflce ; 
we have chosen thee for our priest. 

See thy worshipper pours out the soma for thee, Agni, give 
him strength : with the gods sit down on the rushes. 

Thou are kindled, 0 Agni, conqueror of thousands, and 
kindled dost further our sacrifice: a messenger to the 
gods, worthy to be praised. 

Put Agni upon the aitar, he to whom all creatures are 
known, who it is that carries our oblation: a god and 
priest ever young.’ ® 

Of nature-deities that in origin were more exclu- 
sively terrestrial the chief was PrthivI, the earth, 
the primeval mother of all creatures, and the 
consort of Dyaus, the sky. All natural objects, 
however, were deified, or conceived as animated by 
spirits consciously working out their own purposes, 
gratifying themselves in the execution of their 
own will, but amenable to prayer and the offerings 
and desires of their wor^ippers. All running 
water was regarded ns especially sacred. The 
semi-mythical river Sarasvatl was personified as 
the wire of Brahma, mother of rivers, goddess of 
eloquence and learning, who bestows inspiration 
on the seers, offspring and riches upon mankind. 
It is doubtful whether the Vedic Sarasvatl is to be 
identified with the river which later bore the name, 
and now as an insignificant stream flows south- 
westwards between the Jumna and the Sutlej to 
lose itself in the Indian Desert. There is evidence, 
however, that the modem river was formerly of 
much greater size and importance.® The heir to 
the especial sacredness of the Sarasvatl was Ma 
Ganga, or Mother Ganges, a river which evi- 
dently occupied an entirely subordinate position 
in Vedic times, being mentioned once only in the 
Kigveda.^ In the later mythology the Ganges was 
the eldest daughter of Hiinavat (the mountain- 
range of the Himalayas) and Mena, the latter one 

1 X. cxlx. ; Peterson*, pp. 45 f., S19 f. 

* Rigi'eda, V. ixvi. ; Peterson*, pp. 1", 304. 

* The question Is fully discussed in Macdonell and Keith, ».r., 
11. 434 ff. 

4 In the late tenth book (Ixrr. 6). 


of the apsarasas ; ^ and descended from heaven from 
the feet of Visnu, falling directly upon diva’s head. 
Thus the sacred river has a celestial habitation 
and home, and is believed also to flow in a sub- 
terranean_ course. To bathe in its waters purifies 
from all sin. Death on its banks is a sure passport 
to heaven. And water from the Ganges is carried 
to the most distant parts of India for the benefit of 
those who cannot themselves visit the holy river. 
While the Ganges, however, is the most sacred 
river, and the chief places of pilgrimage and 
worship lie on its banks, other rivers approach it in 
sanctity. Of these the principal are the Indus, the 
Narbada, and the GodS.varI (qq.v.). According to 
a widely accepted tradition, the Ganges is destined 
at a future date to lose its pre-eminence, the place 
of honour being taken by the Narbada. Eveiy 
temple has its sacred tank, the water of which is 
more or less efiicacions for spiritual as well as 
physical purification. The manikarnika well at 
Benares is perhaps the most frequented and revered 
of countless sacred wells and pools throughout 
India, each with its legend or legends, which 
attract the Hindu worshipper, especially at the 
great periodical festivals. 

The worship of animals and plants is universal. 
In part this cult is a survival of totemism, os in 
many parts of India among the aboriginal and 
backward tribes it is associated at the present day 
with totemistio practices. The members of the 
serpent and monkey tribes are almost universally 
held in regard ; to the more common and dangerous 
snakes, especially the cobra, puja (worship) is 
habitually rendered. The bull is sacred and 
inviolable throughout the length and breadth of 
India. The animal ‘vehicles’ of the great gods 
become themselves the objects of a special cult and 
fear. Thus the sacred goose of Brahma, the 
garuda, the mythical ^gle or vulture of yi§nu, 
the nandin, or bull, of Siva, the tiger of his wife 
Durga, the rat of Gane^n, the parrot of Knmadeva 
the god of love, share the reverence due to the 

f ods with whom they are associated. Dangerous 
easts are propitiated in order to secure their wor- 
shippers from harm ; in the case of others their 
usefulness in the service of man has led_ to a 
measure of honour, being paid to them, which in 
most instances, however, falls short of a real deifi- 
cation. More or less unconsciously behind all lies 
the motive power of the belief in transmigration, 
which presents to the mind of the worshipper the 
possibility that the living form may enshrine the 
spirit of a deceased father or other ancestor, who 
has chosen this as his temporary home. Nature- 
and ancestor-worship are 8o_ intimately conjoined 
that it is often impossible with certainty to assign 
to one or the other the priority. 

The worship of the soma has been obsolete from 
Vedic times, but the cult of trees and other plants 
is very widely practised throughout India, The 
belief in transmigration has undoubtedly exercised 
an influence here also, inasmuch as the possibilities 
of rebirth extend to the vegetable and matenal 
worlds. The most sacred plant of modern India 
is the tulan, or tulA, the holy basil (Ocymum 
sanctum), a small shrub, a specimen of which may 
be found growing in the courtyard of most Hmdu 
houses. It is believed to be animated by Lak^ral 
the wife of Vi?nu, or by Sita, and the entire 
worship of many high-caste Indian women consists 
in daily circumambulation of the sacred plan^ 
with offerings of rice and flowers. The sacred 
lotus, if not actually worshipped, is the symbol of 
unstained purity ; and the /nria grass, from its 
association with the sacrifice, is pre-eminently 
holy. Of trees the pipal (Ficus religiosa) is 
peculiarly sacred, being the abode of Brahmfi, or 
1 See below, p. £33, and art, GasoI, Oakoes- 
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f the triad of Hindu gods, Brahma, Visnu, and 
iva. It is worshipped by pouring ^yate^ at the 
roots, daubing the trunk with red ochre, or fasten- 
ing rags or threads to the branches, and by cir- 
cuniambulation. Other trees of great sanctity are 
the banyan [Ficus Indica), which is especially 
sacred to Vi§nu, and as the Bo-tree, under which 
Gautama Buddha gained perfect wisdom, is equally 
revered by Buddhists. The manao, the bel, or 
wood-apple, and the mm tree, the leaves of which 
are prophylactic against disease and snake-bite, 
with many others, are holy, and receive worship 
generally or at stated times. 

Moreover, practically all the prominent and 
striking features of the countryside have come to 
be regarded as sacred, and in a measure deified. 
In particular, prominent rocks or hills and stones 
remarkable for shape or situation become the 
objects of a ritual worship that in its general 
character is similar throughout the country. The 
idlagrama stone, a variety of black ammonite, is 
sacred to Visnu, and the markings on the stone 
bear a mystical significance in relation to his wor- 
ship. Vaisnavites keep a specimen of the idla- 
rdma in their houses, where it is reverently 
athed, and drink - oflerings with incense and 
flowers are presented. The massive mountain- 
ranges of N. and Central India, and to a less 
degree the hills and plateaux of the south, were 
all personified, and admitted to the rank and 
station of the great gods. The impressiveness and 
inaccessible character of the vast Himalaya range, 
the ‘ abode of snow,’ naturally claimed for it the 
chief place. Himalaya in the mythology was the 
father of Ga^a, the river Ganges, and of Parvati, 
the wife of ^va ; and in the distant ice-bound 
recesses of his mountain-home some of the most 
holy pilgrim resorts are to be found. Other 
mountain peaks, however, in other parts of the 
country are hardly less sacred. The nymphs of 
the springs and groves, the mythical deities of the 
air, the amarasas, gandharvas, kinruzras, and 
others, belong ultimately to the same class of 
nature-gods; and the personified powers of evil 
and disease, lurking in secret places, rdksasas, 
pii&chas, kimidin, etc., are innumerable. 

Beference should be made also to the strange 
cult of the implements of trade or occupation — a 

n ctice which is observed more or less throughout 
ia, but is most prevalent where commerce has 
been most highly developed and organized. Its 
origin is probably to be traced to the influence of 
the trade gilds, and the desire to provide for a 
distinct centre of gild interest and worship. 

•The tools which a man uses in his trade, the fire that warms 
him, the books out of which the school-boy learns his lessons, 
the pots with which the wife cooks the dinner, all have a part 
in this strange and elaborate deification, and become the objects 
of n worship that is by no means confined to the lowest and 
most ignorant strata of the population.’ 1 
In Bengal this worship takes place especially at 
the Sri Panchami festival in the spring, when even 
the clerks in the Government offices will gather 
together their pens and paper and books, and with 
the help of Sanskrit recitations by the Brfiliman 
priest go through a formal ceremonial of worship, 
which concludes with presents to the officiating 
priest and general feasting.® 

LiTERATOitB. — SBE xxxii. 11891], ‘ Vedic Hymns,’ pt. 1. 
■Hymns to tho Maruts, Rudra, Vfiyu, and VAta,’ tr. F. Max 
Miiller, xlvi. [1897], * Vedic Hymns,’ pt. ii. ‘ Hjmns to Agni,' tr, 
H. Oldenberg ; P. Peterson, Bymnsfnrm the Bigreda (ed. with 
Biyapa'e commentary, notes, and a translation^, Bombay, 1905, 
Second Selection of Hymns from the Rigoeda, do. 1899; A. A. 
Macdonell and A, B. Keith, Vedic Index of Jh'ames and 
Subjects, 2 vols., London, 1912 ; M. Monier-Williams, Brah- 
manism and Hinduism*, do. 1691, and Sanskrit- English Dic- 
tionary, new ed., Oxford, 1899 ; W. Crooke, Popular Religion 
and Folklore of Northern India, new ed., 2 vols., London, 1896 


1 A. S. Geden, Studies in the Religions of the East, p. 406 1 
9 Census of India, IPOl, vol. i. pt. 1. p. 357 f. 
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(with bibliography) ; A. S. Geden, Studies in the Religions of 
the East, do. 1913, pp. 206-223, 403-407 ; J. C. Oman, Cults, 
Customs, and Superstitions of India, do. 1903 ; W. J. Wilkins 
Hindu itythologyO, do. 1900 ; E. O. Martin, The Go^ of India, 
do. 1914. See also artt. AinuisM, God (Hindu), Htmxs (Vedic). 

A. S. Geden. 

NATURE (Japanese). — ^I. Appreciation op 
NATURE. — No race, ancient or modem, seems to 
have bad a keener appreciation of nature than the 
Japanese, or to have been more inspired by it in 
the formation of its religious ideal. The Japanese 
were inclined towards this state of mind by the 
very character of their country — a land full of 
contrasts, at once tragic and smiling, terrifying 
and gentle, stem and mild ; refusing man much 
and giving him more ; shaken by volcanoes, de- 
vastated by floods, swept by tempests, and at the 
same time rich in hidden resources and dazzling 
splendours, fertile in crops and beauties. Such a 
land was bound to make the deepest impression on 
an intelligent, artistic people inclined by their 
innate goodness of heart to look on the benefits of 
nature rather than on its scourges, and to see in 
the beauty of their country a constant reason for 
gratefulness to the gods. 

This feeling of admiration and love for nature 
is seen throughout the whole literature of the 
country. 

In mythologj-, when the wife of the hero Tamato-dake throws 
herself into the waves to pacify the sea-gods, one of her last 
thoughts before disappearing is the recollection of a landscape; 
and Yamato-dake himself dies singing the praises of his beauti- 
ful country and expressing fraternal sentiments towards a tree 
which is near him, before being changed into a bird (see Heboks 
AKD Hero-Qods [Japanese], vol. vi. p. 064). 

These significant details show how close the com- 
munion was between the Japanese and the nature 
in the midst of which they lived. In the most 
ancient poetical collection, the Manyoshu (‘Collec- 
tion of a Myriad Leaves’), we find numerous lyrical 
oems devoted to the celebration of all tbe splen- 
ours of the Japanese landscapes, from the lofty 
summit of Fujiyama to the smallest herb of the 
plain (see M. lie von, Anthologie de la litUrature 
japonaise, Paris, 1910, p. 9011'.). Even in these 
poetical pieces, most of which were composed in 
the 8th cent, the Japanese show that particular 
sentiment which they express in the plirose mono 
no aware, and which consists in understanding 
the ‘melancholy of things,’ i.e. in sympathizing 
with all creatures, having a fellow-feeling with 
the sorrows of nature as well as with human 
sufferings. The next poetical collection, the 
Kokinshu (‘Poems Ancient and Modern,’ 10th 
cent.), has the same sentimental lyricism with less 
fullness and more delicacy. In cleverly constructed 
verses the poets vie with each other in lamenting the 
ephemeral duration of the cherry-blossom in spring 
or the sadness of the autumn evenings. The pre- 
face to this work, written by a great poet, Tsura- 
yuki, explains how men became poets by listening 
to the voice of the nightingale smging among the 
I flowers or to the cry of the frog which dwmls in 
the water, by admiring the flower or envying the 
flight of the birds, by gazing at the hazes or the 
tear-drops of dew ; he says that the collection is 
to include all the feelings experienced by a person 
of the court, from the time when the plum-tree 
blossom was placed in his hair to the time when 
he listened to the cuckoo, when he gathered the 
maple-branches reddened by the autumn, when at 
last he went to admire the snow ; and he concludes 
by celebrating the immortality of Poetry, eternal 
as the evergreen pine-tree (see Revon, pp. 139, 141, 
150 f.). 

There is the same appreciation of nature in the 
prose works. The famous novel, Genji Monogatari, 
which appeared in the brilliant court of the year 
1000, the masterpiece of a lady of honour, Murasaki 
no Shikibu, was composed on the terrace of a 
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temple facing a lake, by moonlight, and from these 
circumstances it seems to have acquired a poetical 
illumination through and through ; the most 
beautiful passages are perhaps those, often in 
verse, in "which the writer introduces into the 
expression of human sentiments images drawn 
from nature (see, e.g., ib. pp. 1841, 190). In the 
delightful book of impressions of another court 
lady of the same penod, the Makura no Soshi 
(‘Pillow Notes’) of Sei Shonagon, we also find 
mingled with lively remarks and anecdotes on the 
artificial life of the court the most acute observa- 
tion of nature and its chanmng aspects : the Avork 
opens Avith impressions of nature, in Avhich the 
AATiter says that Avhat charms her in spring is 
the daAvn, Avhen all becomes gradually lit up on the 
mountains; in summer tlie dark night, AA’hen 
the fire-flies cross each other’s paths, and so on {ib. 
p. 200). Another AveU-knoAvn book of impressions 
IS the Hojoki (‘ Book of a Hut ten feet square ’), by 
the hermit Kamo Chomei (13th cent.) ; Avith this 
reli^ous person the love of nature once more pre- 
dominates : he also dreams of nothing better in his 
solitude than to have as his friends music and 
poetry, the harp and flutes, the moon and the 
floAvers ; the Avhole hope of his life, he says, rests 
in the beauties of the seasons ; and he blames him- 
self for being too fond of the mountains and for- 
getting Buddha in his contemplation of the moon 
Avhen it appears on the horizon (see ib. pp. 259-262, 
263-265, 259, note 2). This eternal theme of the 
four seasons reappears in a third book of impres- 
sions, the Ts^ire-zure-gttsa (‘Varieties of Moments 
of Ennui ’), by the bonze Kenko (14th cent.), who, 
comparing his love of nature Avith that of the pre- 
ceding authors, connects it "with all the festivals 
of the year (see ib. pp. 285-288). Thus in Avritings 
in which the inmost heart is laid bare Ave ahvays 
find among the Japanese the same profound love 
of nature. 

The same remark may be made concerning other 
kinds of literature at later periods — e.g., in the no, 
or lyrical dramas, of the 15th cent, (see, e.g., ib. 
p. 305 f.), or in the light poetiy (haikai) of the 17th 
and 18th centuries, in which Ave see a poet, a lover 
of floAvers, surprised because a brutal sword-bearer 
dares to look upon these exquisite marvels ; an- 
other, indignant because they are looked upon by 
aristocrats AA’hose grand dresses cover the ridiculous 
skeletons of degenerates ; and another expressing i 
the horror of the floAA’ers themselves when they see 
approaching them people who have just shown 
their lack of taste by being present at an artificial 
theatrical performance ; while, on the other hand, 
those poets themselves, in their enthusiasm for 
nature, do not hesitate to go and ask Avater from 
their neighbour so that they may not disturb a 
convolvulus that has entAA'ined itself round the 
bucket of their Avell, or to set fire to their thatched 
roof if it prevents them from seeing a moonlight 
efiect [ib. pp. 383 ff., 391, note 3, 394, n. 3, 395, ns. 
2, 4, 397, n. 2 ; and cf. pp. 388, 389, n. 1, 392, n. 5, 
393, n. 1, etc.). 


To complete our survey of this Japanese concep- 
tion which sees in nature the supreme beauty and 
finds in its contemplation the most perfect human 
joy, Ave may refer to a native thinker Avho has ana- 
lyzed it very carefully, viz. Kaibara Ekiken, the 
great philosopher of the 17th cent., AA-hose Avritings 
have remained popular to the present day. In his 
Rakkun (‘Philosophy of Pleasure’) he expresses 
himself on the subject AAith great beauty and sym- 
pathy (see ib. p. 320). 

Like their ancestors, the Japanese of to-day are 
dominated by the thought of the seasons — so much 
so that, in conversation, they do not begin by ask- 
ing about one’s licalth, but by mentioning the 
state of the weather ; and similarly in letter- aatI ting 


they; ahvays start "with a phrase indicating, in 
poetical terms, the point of eA’olution of the year 
Avith regard to the change of temperature and the 
blossoming of the floAvers. Like the artistic people 
of the ancient days Avho had special pavilions built 
AA'here they might gaze on the moonlight, Avhich 
was regarded as the most exquisite spectacle that 
could be presented to a guest at a friendly evening 
party, to-day all the people of Tokyo go and 
admire it for whole nights, on certain dates fixed 
by tradition, singing and improAusing verses full of 
tenderness, and they desert the capital to go to 
various AveU-known places to see in turn the bloom 
of plum-trees, cherry-treeSj peonies, azaleas, aats- 
tena, irises, then convolvuli, lotuses, and chrysan- 
themums, and, last of all, the maple-leaves turning 
red, aAvaiting the arrivM of the snow, the light 
Avinter-floAver. In a garden famous for its plum- 
trees, on the banks of the river Sumida, the present 
Avriter one day saAV an old statesman. Admiral 
Enomoto, one of the founders of modem Japan, 
rising from his seat in order to shoAV his respect by 
hanging on a branch in blossom a little poem Avliicn 
he had just composed in praise of the admired tree. 
The Japanese, even of the poorest class, often 
undertake journeys to visit the most distant land- 
scapes of the empire ; for they are convinced that 
the most beautiful scenes are those Avhich the gods 
themselves have prepared for the eyes of man. 
This state of mind at the present time explains and 
confirms what we have noticed in the past. 
Throughout the whole course of their history, from 
primitiA’e times to our OAvn days, the Japanese 
appear as essentially charmed Avith nature, wonder- 
fully gifted to understand it as artists, and pre- 
destined to love and adore it. 

II. N A.TURB-GODS , — The national religion of 
Japan is not, as Avas for a long time believed, a 
cult of ancestors, accompanied secondarily by a 
vague nature-Avorehip ; it is essentially a cult of 
nature, complete ana precise, to Avhich a much less 
important cult of ancestors only gradually came to 
be added (see Ancestor-avorship and CtTLT OF 
THE Dead [Japanese], vol, i. p. 456). As a matter 
of fact, the nature-gods constitute almost the 
Avhole pantheon of the ancient Shinto ; theysAvarm 
in all the departments of the physical universe, 

: sometimes attached to an object, sometimes to a 
phenomenon, and sometimes to a group of pheno- 
mena or objects — to a complex region of which 
they become the soul and form the unity. 

I. Gods of the sky. — The first thing that the 
ancient Japanese noticed when they raised their 
heads was Avhat they called the ‘ Plam of the High 
Heavens ’ {Takama no hara). But for them this 
material heaven was only the dAvelling-place of 
the gods ; it was not itself a god. The idea of a 
personal Heaven did not enter their minds until 
under the influence of the Chinese. Meanwhile 
they regarded the sky simply as the abode of the 
supreme gods. 

(a) The sun-goddess. — The gods of light are the 
first important gods revealed by the native myth- 
ology, and the most brilliant of them, the sun, shines 
throughout the whole sacred history in the vault of 
the Japanese pantheon. In art. CfosMOGONV AND 
Cosmology (Japanese), vol. iv. p. 164, will_ to 
found an account of the circumstances of the buffi 
of this solar goddess, Amaterasu-oho-mi-kami, the 
‘great and august goddess AA-ho shines in the 
heavens,’ at the same time as the moon-god and 
the storm-god, and of theAvay inAA-hich these three 
deities were made the rulers of the Plain of the 
High Heavens, the Kingdom of Night, and the 
Domain of the Ocean respectively. But AmaterMU 
is manifestly the highest of these deities. She 
receives the most glorious investiture, and holM 
the highest rank in the sacred legend. In fact. 
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she is hardly raised to the royalty of the heavens 
when she takes the most noble and outstanding 
part in the myths ; and the long account of her 
quarrels with the storm-god only serves to show 
up the beauties of a truly divine character. 

When that impetuous god, deserting his kingdom, darts into 
the sky to overthrow that oJ his sister, she endeavours to 
appease him with the most indulgent calmness ; and the 
eclipse of the goddess at last takes place only when, disregard- 
ing her patient gentleness, he perpetrates the worst crimes : 
she hides in the cave from which the other celestial gods had 
so much difliculty in enticing her to come forth {Kojiki, tr. 
B. H. Ohamherlain^, Xokj'6, 1906, pp. 63-65). 

After this episode the wicked brother is driven 
from the sky, and the goddess, hencefqrward calm, 
can at last reign in peace in the Plain of the High 
Heavens. She soon reappears, and at the most 
important points of the national legend ; for it is 
she who in her turn gives the investiture to the 
ancestors of the emperors. This mission accom- 
plished, she intervenes only at rare intervals to 
mdicate especially the cult which she desires and 
which the emperors hasten to render to her as the 
most powerful of the deities. But this anthropo- 
morphic rdle does not change the essentially 
naturistic character of Amaterasu. This character 
appears clearly in the myths referring to her birth, 
her strife with the storm which darkened the sky, 
and her retreat which plunged the world into 
darkness, and also in the old myth explaining the 
alternation of the two celestial luminaries (see 
Cosmogony and Cosmology [Japanese], vol. iv. 
p. 165*). Thus Amaterasu was originally conceived 
as the sun itself, soul and body, a living spirit 
united to its brilliant covering. But gradually the 
advances of reason led the Japanese to see in this 
planet with such a regular course a simple object 
of physical nature ; by degrees the personal ele- 
ment became detached and transformed into an 
anthropomorphic deity, and, although the divine 
r61e of Amaterasu, presiding over the government 
of the heavens like the living emperor over that of 
the islands, might well be reconciled with the idea 
of an indivisible solar deity, this function of 
general direction, which was soon applied to 
terrestrial politics and to the superintendence of im- 
erial advances, must have tended to develop the 
uman character of the goddess. Even to-day the 
Japanese always worship the sun as a living deity, 
to whom they render a direct positive cult, from 
the artisan, who, from the depths of his dark shop, 
turns towards the brightness of the dawn, claps 
his hands, and piously recites his prayer to the 
goddess, to the pilgrim who on the summit of Fuji- 
yama prostrates himself dazzled _ before the first 
golden rays of the sun and worships it leaning his 
forehead on the rocks. 

(6) The moon-god . — After this triumphant god- 
dess of day, Tsnki-yomi-no-mikoto, ‘ the august 
moon of the darkness,’ seems pale ; and, in fact, 
this god occupies only a very inferior place in the 
Japanese pantheon. His birth is hardly described 
when he disappears from the legend. According 
to the first texts (Kojiki, 60 ; Nihongi, tr. W. G. 
Aston, London, 1896, i. 19), he was to be the 
companion of the sun and to share her rule ; but 
he has no further part in the account and his 
existence is hardly mentioned again. It is certain, 
therefore, that in the 8th cent., when the myth- 
ology was collected in those ancient books, Tsuki- 
yomi was a god who had long been neglected ; but 
It is also veiy probable that at an earlier time he 
had held a diflerent rank. The myth explaining 
the alternation of the two luminaries, as it appears 
in the Nihongi (i. 32), is sufficient to prove his 
former importance, and the texts which declare 
his mission, alongside of that of Amaterasu, 
remain like the ancient foundations of an aban- 
doned and destroyed building, wliich prove its 


historic existence. In the case of the moon also 
the advances of reason must gradually have 
attenuated the primitive worship ; they damped it 
much more quickly than that of the sun, because 
it had not the same conquering brilliance. In the 
Japanese moon-worship, therefore, as we observe it 
at the present day, the eesthetic sentiment is more 
predominant than the religious. But the moon 
none the less receives, with the homage due to its 
beauty, the offerings reserved for the divine powers ; 
the people who go to witness its superb rising at 
certain times and certain favourite places proceed 
from admiration to prayer; the enchantment of 
the eyes is completed by the adoration of the heart. 
Comparing these present-day sentiments with the 
primitive myths which ascribe to the moon the 
same birth as the sun, the same parallel govern- 
ment, and the same importance in a famous story, 
we are justified in classing it unhesitatingly in the 
category of the oldest nature-deities. 

(c) The star-gods. — After the glorious blazing 
sun, and the bright but pale moon, the distant 
twinkling of the stars appears still more humble 
and obscure. While the sun-goddess is the queen 
of religion, and the moon-god is the king of poetry, 
the stars hardly appear at all either in the sacred 
texts or in the literary collections ; and clearly the 
silence of the poets shows the state of mind of 
religions men. Although we can find no trace of 
a formal star-worship in the old documents, there 
are clear signs of a vague deification, undoubtedly 
long before the time when the legend was written. 
Various myths referring to secondary gods, ‘the 
brilliant male,’ ‘ the weaver-god,’ ‘ the heavenly 
weaving-girl’ (see Nihongi, i. 69 f. ; Kojiki, 117), 
show that in the 8th cent, the Japanese still had 
star-gods, perhaps the last remnants of a deeper 
and loader worship, at all events sure proofs of 
an old original naturism, very attenuated but still 
alive. 

2 . Gods of the air. — (o) The storm-god. — Beneath 
those divine planets which move in the firmament 
the primitive Japanese perceived other animate 
powers which sport in the air ; and among those 

t reat meteorological phenomena we find in the 
rst rank Takemaya-susa-no-wo-no-mikoto, ‘the 
august impetuous male, swft and brave.’ The 
terrible male personifies the storm, the ocean rising 
to threaten tne sky, i.e. the most violent of the 
physical forces which terrified the ancient inhabi- 
tants of the archipelago. He has hardly issued 
from the nose of Izanagi when he is in a fury. His 
father commissions him to rule the Plain of the 
Seas in peace ; but, instead of obeying him, like 
the regular planets who were to preside over the 
harmonious alternation of day and night, he 
neglects his duty, and darts into nature to scatter 
trouble and death broadcast. He weeps, cries, 
and groans continually ; he leaves his sea-dwelling, 
makes the green mountains wither, dries up the 
rivers, shakes the whole cmmtry, and, when 
Izanagi takes him to task for his behaviour, he 
replies that his only desire is to descend to the 
Kingdom of Night. Izanagi drives him from his 
presence ; immediately he departs, ascends to the 
sl^, attacks the sun, and commits all possible 
crimes ; and, when he is again driven off and 
returns to the earth, it is, according to one version, 
to kill the beneficent goddess who gave nourish- 
ment to human beings {Kojiki, 70). These fits of 
anger are appeased, however, and soon the im- 
petuous male, without changing his character, 
passes to other exploits. He puts to death the 
monstrous serpent which was about to devour a 
young princess (see Human Sackifice [Japanese 
and Korean], vol. vi. p. 855) ; he afterwards appears 
as the god of the lower regions {Kojiki, 86 ff.) ; and 
lastly we read that one of his descendants received 
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the sovereignty of Idzumo from him (ib. 78 ff., 88). 
Tims the nature-god becomes a romantic hero, and 
even, in the end, a seemingly historical personage. 
This is the anthropomor^ic evolution which we 
already noticed in the legend of Amaterasu, and 
which is often seen in the myths. But, through 
all these inconsistencies, the general idea remains : 
Susa-no-wo is the same wicked devastating god 
that he was originally, and, as in his first aspect 
he made men die in crowds {Nihongi, i. 20), so in 
his last incarnations he is sometimes a god of 
plague (see Hospitality [Japanese], vol. vi. p. 
814), sometimes a fierce guardian of the kingdom 
of the dead, always an enemy of light and peace, 
a god of darkness and confusion. 

(b) The wind-gods. — In contrast with the storm- 
god stands Shina-tsu-hiko, ‘the prince with the 
long breath,’ i.e. the normal wind, with long slow 
breaths, whose beneficent gentleness is naturally 
opposed to the wicked furies of Susa-no-wo, The 
Nthongi (i. 22) relates the birth of this young god. 

The creator-couple had just engendered the islands, when 
Izanagi noticed that all over the archipelago there was nothing 
hut ‘ )3ertumed morningr mists ’ ; he therefore dispersed them 
with his breath, which immediately became a new deity : ‘and 
that is the god of the wind.' 

This origin of the wind, which came from the 
living breath of a god, is obviously quite logical ; 
and the reason of its creation is admirably under- 
stood in a country of mountains, where morning 
mists are common. Another document empha- 
sizes and completes this Japanese conception. In 
the ritual for the service of the gods of Tatsuta 
(see tr. by E. Satow in TASJ VII. iv. [1889] 442 f.) 
the same ged reappears, transformed into a couple 
of distinct personages, ‘ the prince with the long 
breath’ ana ‘the princess with the long breath.’ 
This couple of wmd-gods also form a pair of 
mysterious pillars on which the firmament is sup- 
ported, and thus maintain the order of the world 
— a useful mission, which does not hinder them on 
occasion from disturbing it by ravaging the country. 
In fact, if light breezes purify the air by sweeping 
away the mists, autumn squalls ruin agricultural 
hopes ; and, according to the ritual, this was 
exactly the origin of the worship which these gods 
were destined to receive, and which aimed at 
softening their hearts (see Divination [Japanese], 
vol. iv. p. 806“), The wind-gods thus appear in 
Shintd as pure nature-deities, elementary forces 
which chased the mists and contributed to the 
harmony of the world as long as men did not irri- 
tate them by neglect. 

(c) The rain-gods. — In an archipelago whose 
climate was governed by the monsoons the func- 
tions of the winds e.vplain the importance accorded 
them by the native mythology. On the other 
hand, other meteorological phenomena are rather 
neglected. There is nothing definite about clouds 
in the texts. As regards rain, which was so 
abundant in Japan, they are not q^uite so barren, 
and we find, issuing from the blood of the god of 
fire, a ‘ great god of dark valleys,’ Kura-oho-kami, 
who doubles himself and becomes in turn the 
‘ great producer of the rain in the valleys ’ and the 
‘ great producer of rain on the heights.’ This god 
of rain probably also plays the part of god of snow ; 
for, in spite of its comparative frequency in the 
western region occupied by the primitive Japanese, 
the snow does not seem to have been deified by 
them in any special way. The rainbow appears only 
ns the probable origin of the famous ‘ bridge of 
heaven ’ which in legend floats between heaven and 
earth (KojiM, 19, 155, etc.). 

(rf) The thunder-god. — The thunder alone of 
secondary phenomena holds a certain rank among 
the gods. Thunder-storms are frequent and severe 
in some of the Japanese mountains, especially in 
the old provinces where the mythology was formed. 


In this mythology, therefore, the thunder-god, 
Ikadzuchi-no-kami, is bom from the body of the 
fire-god at the same time as the god of tlie moun- 
tains and the god of the rain on tlie hills {Nihongi, 
i. 29). He soon appears multiplied, in one of the 
more sombre myths : it is eight thunder-gods that 
pursue Izanagi in the lower regions {Koji/ci, Sof.). 
He _ again intervenes at different times in the 
ancient annals. It is probably he who, as in a 
lightning-flash, sends through the roof of a good 
man the sword destined for the first of the emperors 
{Nihongi, i. 115) ; in the form of a serpent, he 
frightens the terrible emperor Yuriaku himself (iJ, 
i. 347) ; and, under the empress Suiko, he tries to 
strike with lightning the shipbuilders who have 
cut down a tree sacred to him {ib. ii. 147). In a 
more or less vague way, throughout the whole 
primitive period, people are conscious of his dread- 
ful presence, and it is only by degrees that tl^ 
become accustomed to his dangerous caprices. He 
is feared even to-day ; the common people are 
afraid of thunder, and even the educated show 
some uneasiness when its voice rumbles like a 
mysterious warning from heaven. 

(c) The fire-god. — The transition from the 
thunder-god to the fire-god is natural, since, in 
Japanese mythology, the thunder is born of the 
fire. In ancient Shinto, Kagu-tsuchi, ‘ the vener- 
able who shines,’ appears as the last-born of the 
creator-couple; and in this birth, in a human 
manner, of the most terrible of physical forces the 
mother is severely burned. At this moment new 
deities are bom, which the Kojilci account makes 
rise from the very manifestations of her fever: 
metals, clay, water, gourd, river-plant, all the 
magical apparatus which Shintoism employs to 
subdue fire (see Magic [Japanese], vol, viii, p, 
AfiS*"). After Izanami’s death Izanagi in his 
furious grief kills Kagu-tsuchi, Then from his 
scattered members arise new deities, while his 
blood, also deified, spurts up to the stars, or flows 
over the earth, where it infuses the fire-principle 
into plants and trees, stones and rocks (see COS- 
MOGONY AND Cosmology [Japanese], vol. iv. p. 
165^). The matricide disappears, and is not men- 
tioned again in the sacred literature. Bat_ he 
leaves traces of bis brief existence, viz. the terrible 
seeds which he has sown, the latent principles of 
the greatest plague that the inhabitants of the 
frail native houses could dread. In such a country 
fire was an enemy. Its former benefits, its daily 
uses, were forgotten ; only its terrifying frolics 
were seen. If tne fire-god was worshipped, it was 
not because he was admired or loved, as among 
other races, but because he was feared. The 
people tried to exorcize him (ritual xii. ; cf. art. 
AIagic [Japanese], vol. viii. p. 298). He is regarded 
in the same way to-day, especially as a force of 
nature against which one must make sure of safe- 
guarding one’s house by amulets, etc. ; he is not 
so much a god of fire, in the broad sense of the 
word, as a god of conflagration. 

3. Gods of the earth. — {a) Sea-gods . — This land 
being an archipelago, the sea which envelops it is 
the first thing that attracts attention, and it is 
very probable that it held this dominant place in 
the imagination of the primitive Japanese _ Of the 
three famous gods whom Izanagi appoints to 
govern the universe, one is to rule the ocean, the 
vast * blue plain ’ [ao-una-bara), while no one is yet 
selected to rule the islands; and, altliough Susa- 
no-wo, disdaining this sovereignty, immediately 
becomes the raging ocean which rises against the 
sky, and finishes in a storm, the sea none tlie less 
keeps its familiar gods, born before him {Kojikt, 
28), its calm and faithful masters. There is firat 
of all Oho-wata-tsu-mi, ‘the great god of the 
ocean,’ the supreme sea-god, with his wonderful 
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palace hidden in the depths, once visited by a 
mortal, who experienced there the love of a goddess 
(legend of Ho-deri and Ho-wori, in Kojiki, 145-158). 
Then, in accordance with the habit of doubling 
common in Japanese mythology, there are the 
‘ masters of the sea’ (wata-tm-mi), secondary gods 
who, like their chief, have a general function. 
Lastly, there are the more special gods of the 
' bottom of the sea,’ of the ‘ middle of the sea,’ 
and of the ‘ surface of ' the sea,’ the gods of the 
‘ gates of the waters,’ i.e. of the river-mouths, with 
their children, the gods of foam, of froth, etc. — 
not to mention the local deities who here and there 
haunt a certain bay on the shores of the archi- 
pelago (see Kqjiki, 28, 46 ; Hihongi, i. 220, etc.). 
The whole sea therefore lives, animated, spiritual- 
ized, deified, and becomes transformed into a 
crowd of gods. 

(6) Land-gods . — It is from the vast sea that, 
according to a very oceanic conception, the lance of 
Izanagi, from the height of the celestial bridge, 
draws the first island of the archipelago {Kqjiki, 
19) ; then, when Izanagi and Izanami come down 
to this corneriof the earth to live there and cele- 
brate their union, they gradually engender the 
whole ‘country of the eight islands,’ from the 
humble island of Awaji to the great central one, 
which appears last of all, according to the law of 
evolution (ih. 22 f.). These islands, begotten by a 
human couple, imagined as having bodies and 
faces, seem so alive that it is believed that they 
had been bom quite small, and had grown like 
persons. Nevertheless they are not raised to the 
rank of gods ; they are not worshipped individu- 
ally in the temples. On the other hand, we find 
the Japanese earth deified under more general 
forms ; one deity is called ‘ the august spirit of the 
great country,’ another ‘the god of the great 
earth,’ and another ‘ the august ancestor of the 
earth’ ; and real worship is ottered to them. 

(c) Mountain-gods. — All these land-gods are very 
vague, and too abstract to make a clear impression 
on the mind;; the religious imagination requires'indi- 
vidnal concrete visions. Thisexplainswhy themoun- 
tain-gods appear in the first rank of the gods of the 
earth. Nothing could bo more natural in a country 
dominated by its orographic system, a country 
Avhose general appearance. recalls that of Switzer- 
land, whose whole beauty depends on the continual 
play of mountains and valleys, dark gorges descend- 
ing from the heights and graceful hillocks undulat- 
ing towards the plains, stem summits and smiling 
landscapes. All these raised portions of the earth 
were reflected in the depths of the primitive soul, 
which made them objects of general. deification. 
First of all there is Oho-yama-tsu-mi, ‘ the great 
lord of the mountains,’ the supreme god, round 
whom are grouped accessory ‘ lords of the moun- 
tain ’ ; although these are secondary gods, they are 
very broad personifications, who are worshipped 
like him in numerous temples, and are always 
adored with fear by. the woodman when he fells a 
tree in their forests. Those are the primitive 
gods, whom the creator-couple engendered when 
they wished to fix the great lines of the country. 
But there are also more special gods, correspond- 
ing to the various parts of the mountain, w'ho 
were bom from the members of the fire-god when 
he was massacred by his father. 

Acoordinfr to the most fluent version ( Kojiki , 36), the head of 
KaRU-tsuchi became ' the lord of steepnesses,' his breast ‘ the 
lord of the descent,' his belly ‘the lord of the innermost 
mountain,' his genital organs ‘the lord of the black mountain,' 
his left arm ‘ the lord of the dense forests,' his right arm ‘ the 
lord of the first elopes,' his left leg ‘ the lord of the high 
meadows,' and his right leg ' the lord of the mountain-gates.' 

In this myth the divine world was, as it were, 
moulded as faithfully as possible on existing nat- 
ural objects. But, by super-addition, the ancient 


Japanese conceived a marriage between ‘ the great 
lord of the mountains’ and the goddess of the 
lower regions, ‘the princess of the fields where 
grows the thatch for the roofs’ (Kaya-nu-hime). 
This union of extremes gives the whole series of 
intermediary accidents, and there appear as chil- 
dren of the two deities the ‘ god of the passes,’ the 
‘gods of the boundaries of the passes,^ the ‘gods 
of the dark gates,’ and the ‘princes of the valleys’ 
{Kojiki, 29). The ‘august slopes of the hills’ are 
also deified, and the ‘ mountains of metal,’ until 
at last, from a less general point of -fiew, all 
mountains are deified in which a local deity can be 
imagined {Kojiki, 216, 63, 140). 

(d) River-gods. — ^The importance of mountains in 
ancient Shinto forms a striking contrast to the 
scant attention paid to rivers. The reason is that 
the hydrographic system of the country is as 
modest as its orographic system is preponderating. 
Streams which are rather torrents, and rivers 
which on account of the shortness of their course 
cannot develop and are more like streams did not 
make on the mind the impression of .grandeur 
which mountains and volcanoes did. We need 
hot be surprised, therefore, to find, that, if river- 
gods are mentioned in the texts {Nihongi, i. 281, 
li. 174), they are not named ; they get none of the 
personal titles which the myths ascribe to the 
other nature-gods ; they are not classed in a logical 
hierarchy, like the sea-gods or the mountain-gods, 
who reproduced so minutely all the details of the 
structure of the country ; and, lastly, if we come 
across water-gods provided with individual names, 
they are not real river-gods, but the ‘gates of the 
waters,’ the river-mouths, which border on the sea, 
and in some measure share in its majesty. As 
regards rivers proper, after the summary notice of 
their birth by the creator- couple {Nihongi, i. 18), 
they do not become peopled with anthropomorphic 
beings, princes and lords of their waves ; they are 
ruled only by impersonal anonymous spirits, vague 
deities who sometimes have no visible form, and 
sometimes assume the appearance of an animal — 
a serpent {Nihongi, i. 299), as was natural in the 
savage regions of the primitive country. But they 
are not organized physical powers, and we do not 
find in connexion with them any of the famous 
myths that indicate the approach of great deities. 

(e) Gods of travel. — The last group of earth-gods 
is that of the michi no kami, ‘ gods of routes ’ or of 
travel. There are three of them, well-known, 
popular, and familiar, viz. Ya-chimata-hiko, ‘ the 
prince of the cross-roads,’ Ya-chimata-hime, ‘the 
princess of the cross-roads,’ and Funado, whose 
name means ‘ Halt there,’ and who personifies the 
strong mountain-stall’ which saved Izanagi when 
pursued by the infernal deities (cf. Divination 
[Japanese], vol. iv. p. 802'’). Faithful to this 
legend, they will always remain friendly, helpful 
gods, protectors of the living against evil spirits 
(ritual xiii. ; art. Magic [Japanese], vol. viiL 
p. 298*’) ; and, just as they were piously worshipped 
in the ancient sanctuaries, so tb-day the believer 
has recourse to them before setting out on a 
journey. 

4 - Underground god.— There is still another 
nature-god, a fierce god hidden in the entrails of 
the earth — the god of the earthquake (Nihongi, ii. 
124). He receives very sincere worship through 
terror, because his dreadful convulsious, which are 
worse than flood, plague, or fire, are the only 
scourge against which man cannot fight. The 
ancient annals continually mention those frequent 
earthquakes, which sometimes made a very deep 
impression on the imagination {c.g., for the 
surprise caused by an earthquake in the 7th cent, 
see Cosmogony and Cosmology [Japanese], vol. 
iv. p. 164*’). We can understand, therefore, why 


238 


NATURE (Japanese) 


tlie earthquake-god had temples in the seven pro- 
vinces ; why after such a ^eat cataclysm the 
emperor ordered solemn sacrilices on all sides ; and 
why among all the beliefs arising from this terror 
the most popular is that which beseeches Take- 
mika-dzuchi, the powerful and awful god, to keep 
the monster under his magic sword as under the 
crushing of a rock. 

5- Plant-gods. — ^The richness of Japanese vege- 
tation accounts for the worship of plants. In 
addition to the general causes which have every- 
where made tree-worship one of the most ancient 
human beliefs, we have rn Japan the existence of 
a flora which forced itself on the mind by its 
grandeur, while at the same time it supplied almost 
all the materials of the indigenous civilization. 
From the mighty mountain, with its black forests, 
to the fertile plain, where all varieties, wild and 
cultivated, swarmed, the ancient Japanese saw 
exuberant vegetation on every side ; and, when 
they instinctively sought an idea for naming their 
archipelago, they immediately chose its two ver- 
dant aspects, wild lands and rice-fields, and summed 
them up in the typical name ‘ the luxuriant country 
of the plain of reeds and fresh young ears of corn.’ 
It is not surprising, therefore, to find among the 
first deities engendered by the creator-couple, on 
the one hand, ‘the princess of the fields where 
grows the thatch for the roofs ’ (already mentioned, 
above, p. 237^“), who is the goddess of all herbaceous 
plants, and, on the other, ‘ the father of the trees,’ 
Kuku-no-chi, the patriarch of the forests. The 
latter multiplies into several beings similar to 
himself. He changes, too, and alongside of this 
fundamental god, who personifies especially the 
tree-trunks, there appear the god of the forked 
branches and the protector-god of the leaves, while 
such a variety as the oak becomes the object of a 
special cult, at least iu certain parts of the country. 
A curious legend relates how Susa-no-wo, by pull- 
ing out the hairs of his body and scattering them, 
produced the trees useful for all kinds of buildings 
and the different kinds of fruits (see Heroes ano 
Hero-gods [Japanese], vol. vi. p. 662’’). If we add 
to this the famous story which tells of the birth, 
from Uke-mochi’s dead body, of millet, rice, com, 
and the different kinds of beans (Kojiki, 70 ; and 
cf. the version of the Nihongi, in art. COSJIOGONY 
AND Cosmology [Japanese], vol. iv. p. 165”), we 
have all the useful elements of primitive agricul- 
ture. The legends also show the real motives of 
Shintd phytolatry. The vegetable world, which 
was at first animated because the plant is a living 
being, which germinates, grows, and dies under 
the eyes of man, because the wood contains the 
spark of fire, because the wind and the eclio give a 
mysterious voice to the forests, was worshipped 
above all because it represented the essential food 
of the people, being therefore the necessary basis 
of all social order, ns well as the material of the 
houses, from the thatch of the cottages to the 
precious wood of the temples. The same reasons 
must have tended to develop the belief in the spirit 
of plants, not only in the spirit of trees (ko-tama) 
in general, but much more in the special spirits 
which performed useful functions, like the rice- 
spirit or the spirit of the wood for building. And 
in their turn these animistic conceptions, streng- 
thened by a careful observation of the virtue of 
simples, introduced into magic its vegetable ele- 
ments — wild garlic, the shining peach, or the plant 
of long life (Nihongi, i. 30, 127, ii. 186) — while the 
ancient and sacred cleyera, ‘of awful spirit’ (ib. L 
225), spread throughout Shinto its long evergreen 
branches eternally laden with offerings. 

6. Animal-gods. — The deification of animals is 
still more natural in primitive Japan. The forest, 
tlie tall grasses, are full of those mysterious crea- 


tures which add to the already marvellous life of 
the plant voluntary movement, with its miracles 
of gracefulness and suppleness, and, above all, the 
power and agility so much envied by savage man. 
In his eyes those fascinating existences are of the 
same essence as his oum, with a degree more of 
energy ; therefore _ he readily regards them ns 
‘ superior ’ beings — in Japan, the kamis. In Shinto 
mythology animals have the attributes of man— 
e.g., the gift of speech (Kojiki, 81, 86, 149, 170, 
etc.); but they also possess rarer qualities — e.g., 
the toad knows things which even the gods do not 
know (ib. 103). It is not surprising, then, that 
the most famous heroes of the legends often appear 
as inferior to the animals which they meet (ib. 164, 
269, etc. ). At least, there is a close familiarity, a 
community of interests, based on the identity of 
nature, between man and the animals as well as 
between the animals and the gods ; these three 
groups make one, and the animals, not being en- 
closed within the hard barriers erected since then 
by man’s arrogance, enter into legend, Avhere they 
wander at liberty, take part in all the heroic aa- 
ventures, and play their wicked or helpful part 
with the same right as the other sacred person- 
ages. 

(a) Eeptiles. — First comes the serpent, whose 
worship, so wide-spread in Shintoism, is explained 
both by the alarming appearance of that creeping, 

f lazed, often dangerous animal and by its abun- 
ance in the thickets of the primitive country. In 
Japanese mythology it is surrounded with a timor- 
ous respect. Whether it appears as the spirit of a 
river (see Human Sacrifice [Japanese], vol. vi. 
p. 855 f.) or of a mountain (Nihongi, \. 208 f.), or 
whether it becomes a virgin-devouring monster 
(see Human Sacrifice, p. 855), the incarnation of 
an amorous god (Nihongi, i. 168), or the omen of 
threatening treason (see Divination [Japanese], 
vol. iv. p, 806*), it is always in a formidable and 
at least alarming shape. On the other hand, 
in the cult a serpent-bite is regarded ns a dirine 
punishment, which entails expiatory penance 
(‘ Ritual of the Great Purification,’ in Eevon, p. 
29), end the serpent ordeal confirms this religious 
character (see DIVINATION [Japanese], vol. iv. p. 
805”). 

(b) Birds. — Birds share in a way the superior 
nature of the sky ; man envies their wings and is 
surprised at their mysterious language ; headmire.i 
those creatures so swift of flight, at one moment 
mounting to the abode of the gods and the next 
settling down beside other creatures and chirping 
as if telling them strange secrets. Thus in the 
myths their essential function is that of divine 
messengers, and nearly always, when a person secs 
them appearing, he guesses that they are bringing 
news or a command from heaven. 

When the first couple are in peiplexity about the consumma- 
tion of their marriage, the example of a wagtaii instructs them 
(JVfAongi, i. 17); when the celestial deities require to send an 
ambassador to earth, they choose the pheasant (Kojtkt, 

116): when the march of the first conqueror has to be led. ” 
crow becomes his guide, goes in advance, and negotiates with 
the rebels (£6. 169-170); and, when the same Jimmu is kept 
back by superior powers, a golden kite, shining like lightning, 
alights on his bow, misleads his opponents, and gives the 
emperor the victory {Nihongi, i, 126 f .). 

Birds thus fly from page to page through tlie whole 
legend, until the god of scarecrows (Kojiki, 103) 
puts the winged group to flight. . . , i 

(c) Quadrupeds. — Though often more formidable, 
quadrupeds are, on the other hand, less mysterious. 
Yet a number of animals appear as gods and divine 
agents, at any rate as beings fpfted with faculties 
which [assure them a high place in the mytns. 
Not to mention the bear or the wild boar, which 
terrify the primitive warriors (ib. 164, 393, ^ctc.), 
the wolf is still a god, and even a ' great god ’ (oh^ 
kami), in the historical period (Nihongi, ii. 38). 
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The monkey is also deified and receives sacrifices 
(Kojiki, 138, and cf. Httmak Sacrifice [Japanese], 
vol. vi. p. 856*). Other animals are considered 
more or less sacred, ■without being regarded as 
gods — e.g., the deer, -which appears as gifted -with 
superior qualities (see Divination [Japanese], vol. 
iv. p. 806°), and -whose shoulder-blade is the most 
ancient instrument in Shinto divination [ib. p. 
802). 

{d) Fishes , — Fishes are rather neglected in the 
mythology, but even to them is accorded the gift 
of speech (e.g., the story of the trepang in CosJio- 
GONY AND Cosmology [Japanese], vol. iv. p. 166*) ; 
and, if they are not gods, they at least play the 
part of servants of the gods (Kojiki, 139, 287, etc.). 
Even the molluscs intervene in an active and 
di-vine way : there are two shell-fish, 'the princess 
Kisagai’ and ‘the princess Umugi,’ who by 
magical processes bring the god Oho-kuni-nushi 
back to life (Kwki, 83). 

(c) Insects . — Even doivn to the insects, all have 
their part in the mythology (t6. 63, 86 f., 396 f., 
etc.): one story tells of a caterpillar which was 
worshipped like a real deity [Nihongi, ii. 188). 

In a word, whether these animals are the object 
of great adoration or only of slight respect, it is 
always because of the same old naturism, the pro- 
found instinct which ^ves a spirit to eacli one, 
humanizes and deifies animals as well as plants, 
and -with the same breath raises the humble lives 
of the organic -universe and the phenomena of the 
material world to the higher regions. 

7 . Phallic gods. — ^There is a form of worship 
intermediary between the adoration of the animal 
world and that of the human world, to which we 
must refer, viz. phallus-worship. This aspect of 
ShintS is in harmony with all primitive religions, 
in which man thinks it right and noble to admire 
the phenomenon of reproduction, to deify it, and 
to worship it in the sincerity of his heart. There- 
fore, from the very beginning of the national 
cosmogony the idea of reproduction is shown in the 
names of the gods. The celestial trinity of the 
great beginning includes two generating deities : 
Taka-mi-musubi, ‘ the high august producer,’ and 
Kami-musubi, ‘ the divine producer ’ ; among the 
‘ seven divine generations ’ which come afterwards, 
we may mention, among other obscure couples, 
Tsunu-gnhi and Iku-guhi, the god of germs and 
the goddess of life ; and the last of these couples, 
in which appear the first ancestors of the human 
race, consists of two beings with the significant 
names Izanagi and Izanami, ‘ the male who invites ’ 
and 'the female who invites.’ These two deities 
are commanded by the other gods to engender tlie 
archipelago, with the nu-boko, ‘jewel-spear’ ; the 
spear is lowered from the height of the sky-bridg^ 
stirred in the salt water of the sea until it is 
coagulated, then raised, and at that moment the 
drops which fall from its point thicken, and 
become the first island of Japan (see COSMOGONY 
AND COSSIOLOGY [Japanese], vol. iv. pp. 16^164). 
The young deities soon descend into this island, 
where they discover love ; and the sacred account 
relates their marriage Avith the chaste want of 
shame Avhich is that of nature (Kojiki, 20 f.). Then 
several pages are taken up Avith the long enumera- 
tion of the islands and the gods to which they give 
birth ; and, A\-hen at last Izanami disappears, after 
having given birth to fire, Avhen Izanagi in despair 
goes to look for her in the subterranean region, his 
first cry is to beseech her to come and continue 
their great Avork of procreation (ib. 22 f., 38). A 
little later, in the legend of the eclipse, the 
blacksmith god, Ama-tsu-mara, Avho is the Cyclops 
of Japanese mythology, and Avhose name has a 
hallio meaning, is ordered to manufacture a hi- 
oko, ‘ sun-spear,’ which suggests the same kind of 


ideas as that of Izanagi (ib. 65 ; Nihongi, i. 47). 
Other gods AA’hose names contain the same element 
support this interpretation. We must, in the last 
place, mention the monkey-god Saruta, Avhom the 
shameless goddess Uzume approached in an inde- 
cent manner (Nihongi, i. 77), and Avhose phallic 
character was admitted in ancient Japan. Further, 
a material proof comes to the support of those 
inductions draAvn from mythology, viz. the rai- 
tsui, the ‘thunder-clubs’ of the excavations, Avhich 
seem to have been phallic images rather than 
objects of combat. Ancient Shinto therefore 
possesses a phallic cult which forms an integral 
part of its essential naturism ; and, as it considers 
paternity the highest mission of the gods, it 
AA’orships in all simplicity the instrument of this 
supreme function. This Avorship is difficult to 
trace in primitive times, but becomes much clearer 
aftenvards. The phallus became a definite god, 
Konsei Myfijin, who had his temples, images, ex- 
votos, and phallophories ; at the same time this 
religious current became complicated AA-ith a less 
respectable movement, which finally led the im- 
perial government in 1872 to order the destruction 
of these emblems throughout the whole empire. 
Nevertheless, the investigator who deviates a little 
from the main roads can still find here and there, 
in some sacred Avood, invaded by bamboos, a small 
ancient temple, the witness of the old beliefs ; and 
in this Aurgin nature, before the ex-A’oto offered by 
some rustic Avorshipper, he understands hoAv deep 
and pure was this particular belief of ancient 
Shinto. 

III. Nature-spirits. — The nature-spirits were 
closely related to the real gods of nature. As a 
matter of fact, the physical Avorld and the spiritual 
Avorld are not in juxtaposition in the primitive 
imagination ; they are intermingled and often con- 
fused. The nature-gods were sometimes spirits 
closely united to some object or phenomenon, like 
the soul of a man to his Dody ; but in many cases 
there Avere also broader, freer spirits Avho presided 
over a whole department of the universe ; and, if 
AA’e have classed these among the nature-gods in 
order to define their functions more clearly b^ 
placin" them in their material conmartments, it is 
none the less true that these gods of transition lead 
us to the very boundary of animism. To go beyond 
this boundary only one more step is necessary, and 
immediately a neAV family of spirits appears before 
us, viz. those that are detached from things and 
independent even of regions, but yet have a definite 
function, an express mission, in the physical world. 
Such spirits are knoAvn by the common character- 
istic that it is impossible to fit them into any of 
the divisions of nature, although tlie things in 
charge of which they are placed class them as 
nature-spirits. 

As a typical example of this class it will be 
sufficient to choose the goddess of food, Avho is not 
only a goddess of cereals, but also provides fish 
and game, Avho is not only a goddess of food but 
also sees to the clothing and housing of men, who 
therefore surpasses the flora and the fauna, and 
hovers over the Avhole of nature, but Avhose definite 
duty nevertheless ke^s her among the spirits of 
material phenomena. This goddess, Avhose ordinary 
name is Toyo-uke-bime, ‘ the princess of abundant 
food,’ has various other names, Avhich one aa-ouM 
at first be tempted to mistake for neiv deities, 
but Avhich are undoubtedly only hypostases (see 
Nihongi, i. 21 f., 32, 122). On the contrary, there 
are different gods connected AA-ith the same kind of 
idea— e.sr., the gods of the harvest, Oho-toshi no 
Kami, ‘ the god of the great han-est,’ and Mi-toshi 
no Kami, ‘ the god 01 the august harvest’ (cf. 
Magic [Japanese], vol. viii. p. 296'’). But it is 
i especially Toyo-uke-bime who personifies the 


240 


NATUEE (Lettish, Lithuanian, and Old Prussian) 


fandamental nourishment by rice and other culti- 
vated plants. The most interesting of the myths 
concerning her is the one describing her death, 
which also gives us the legendary^ origin of apicul- 
ture and the silk industiy [Konki, 70). We can 
understand her importance in Shinto above all by 
tbe worship which she received. This went back 
to the most ancient times (Nikongi, i. 86), having 
no eq^ual except that of the sun itself, and we may 
say that after the sun the goddess of food is the 
greatest ligpe in Shinto. Even to-day in the 
temples of Ise, i.e. in the very heart of the ancient 
Japanese religion, people worship the sun-goddess 
and the goddess of food. In one of the two great 
temples, the Gekn, it is the goddess of food who 
receives all the honours ; the other deities who are 
worshipped there, viz. the grandson of the sun- 
goddess, the first ancestor of the emperors, and the 
two divine companions who were with him when 
he came do^vn from the sky, receive only an acces- 
sory worship. In the other temple, the Naiku, the 
sun-goddess is paramount ; and after her the god 
with the strong arm who made her come out of her 
cavern and the venerable mother of the . father of 
the emperors are merely secondary deities. Lastly, 
surrounding these principal sanctuaries, the temples 
of the wind-gods, of the god of the soil, and of the 
god of purification appear simply as inferior build- 
ings. It is therefore certain that in the mind of 
the worshippers as in the legendary stories the 
deities of light and food have remained what they 
were originally — the greatest gods of the Japanese 
— because this race loved its old traditions and 
never forgot either the glorious planets that had 
saved it from the ancient nocturnal terrors or the 
nourishing earth on whose bosom it had rested in 
the ancient days. 

It is clear, therefore, that the real national 
religion of the Japanese is essentially a nature- 
religion, since it is nature-gods that compose its 
pantheon, people its mythology, and hold the first 
rank in its worship. What led the most learned 
Japanologists to believe for such a long time that 
Shinto was above all an ancestor-cult was a kind 
of artificial integration that took place later, when, 
in imitation of the imperial family, the legendary 
descendant of the sun-goddess, the great families 
endeavoured to appropriate those famous nature- 
gods as ancestors. For an explanation of this 
evolution see art. Ancestor-worship and Cdlt 
OF THF, Dead (Japanese), vol. i. p. 455 ff. 

Literatche.— T his haa been rdted in the article. 

M. Revon. 

NATURE (Lettish, Lithuanian, and Old 
Prussian). — Nature-worship played an important 
part in the religious life of the Baltic peoples, the 
Old Prussians, Letts, and Lithuanians. Peter von 
Dusburg (t c. 1326) makes the following statement : 

‘Errnndo omnem creaturam pro deo coluerunt, scilicet 
solem, lunam et Stellas, tonitrua, volatitia, quadrupedia etiam 
. . . lucos, canipos et aquas sacras’ (CAronteon terra! /’russiftc, 
ann. 7. 1326, in Scrip. Her. Pniss. i. 63). 

This passage, fortunately, is supplemented and 
confirmed by autliorities of the 15th, 16th, and 
17th centuries, who, owing to the late introduction 
of Christianity, can furnish us with very valuable 
information. 

I. Heavenly bodies. — The Lithuanians wor- 
shipped sun, moon, and stars. * Solem et Lunam decs 
omnium primos crediderunt’ (Erasmus Stella, de 
Bontss. Ant., ii., in Scrip. Ber. Brniss. iv. [Leipzig, 
1870] 294). The Nadravians worshipped a star 
deity in both male and female form. 

•They more commonly called this godhead Sweigsdunka, a 
star-goddess, whom they consider the bride of tbe sky and 
through whose Mwer the morning and evening stars are 
guided. Siweigsdukks is a god of fbced stars' (Praetorius, 
DtUeia Pnuticcr, p. 23). 

The folk-poems of the Letts and Lithuanians 
abound in myths of the sky and the heavenly 


bodies. They probably contain very ancient 
matter; pagan deities such as Zemyna, Layme, 
and Perkun are frequently mentioned, and there 
is only the very thinnest veneer of Christianity. 
The mysterious personage called God, who was at 
war with the sun for three days and nights, can 
hardly be the Christian deity. Mannhardt would 
identify him with an ancient sky-god, possibly 
Occopirmus. 

‘God Himself goes to the first door; 

Through the second ; Dear Maria 
Through the third the sun doth Journey 
With her two proud, golden horses ' 

(of. Mannhardt, ‘ Die lett. Sonnenmythen,’ p. 01). 
Dear Maria must also represent a pagan goddess. 
Her woollen veil is stained with the blood of the 
oak-tree that was sliattered by Perkun. She 
figures in several Lettish songs : 

•Behind tbe mountains smoke is rising. 

^Vho is it hath kindled fire ? 

Dear Maria heats the bathroom 
Where bathe little orphan maidens.’ 

Dear Maria seems to correspond to the Lithuanian 
goddess mentioned by Lasicius : 

• Perkuna tete is the mother of thunder and lightning; who 
receives into a bath the weary and dusty sun and sends her out 
ogain next day washed and shining’ (de Pits Sam. p. 300; 
• Perkuna tete ’ should be translated ‘ the aunt of Perkun ’). 
Mannhardt believes that Perkuna tete represents 
the planet Venus, who, in the folk-songs, is some- 
times spoken of as a single being and sometimes 
appears in dual form, as morning and evening 
stars. There is also a change of sex. In the 
Lithuanian songs Auszrine and Wakarine are the 
handmaids of the sun ; in Lettish sources, on the 
other hand, the morning and evening stars seem 
to be the beings called the ‘sons of god.’_ There 
are two passages which point to the identification 
of Dear Maria ( = Perkuna tete) witli the planet 
Venus. In a Lithuanian poem the sun remarks : 
•The morning star has kindled my fire, 

The evening star has spread my bed.’ 

In a Lettish poem occur these words : 

’ By the valley spring the sons of god heat the bath chamber.' 
But why should the planet Venus be called the 
aunt of the thunder-god ? 

The ‘ sons of god ’ play an important part in the 
Lettish songs. They are the workmen of Perkun, 
they woo the daughter of the sun, they serve as 
horses for the moon. 

’ Folks say 

The moon has no steeds of his own. 

The morning star and the evening star 
They are the steeds ot the moon.’ 

Mannhardt compares tlieni with the Greek Dlos- 
kouroi and the Asvins of Indian mj’thology 
(p. 30511'.). See, further, SuN (Litliu-Slavic). 

2 . Thunder, — The cult of Perkun was of the 
utmost importance. ‘ The Nadravians call Perkun 
Diewaitis (god) xot ^^oxv”' (Praetorius, p. 21). 
Though disputed by some scholars, the word 
‘ Perkunas ’ is in all probability derived from tbe 
common European word for ‘oak,’ A.S. firgen, 
‘forest’; O.H.G. virgun, ‘wood’ ; Scand. Fjb'rgj’ii 
(the name of Thor’s mother); Lat._ guercus, 'oak. 
Perkun, however, is not a tree-spirit, but the god 
of thunder and lightning : 

'Epulati diis suls falsis praccipue deo lingua eorum apjwUato 
Perkuno, id est tonitru ‘ fJlicnov, de Sarm. Europ. "• “P- 
Grynseus, Noviit orbia remonum . . . incoffnitarum, p. pl0h 
'Percunos deus tonitru illis est quern coelo tonante agncola 
capite detecto et suocidiam humens per fiindum portans . . • 
alloquitur’ (Lasicius, p. 300). 'During the night there came a 
terrible storm with thunder and lightning and all the peopie 
thought that their god Perkuno spoke with the Kiruait 
(Grunau, Preuas. Chronik, tract, iii. ch. i.). 

On the banner of king Widowuto, Perkun was re- 
presented as a middle-aged, black-beard ed m an, wi_^ 
acountenance like fire and crowned witli (lames (to. 
ii. cli. v.). The Provincial Statutes of Riga (A.D, 
1428) witness to thunder-worship among tbe Letts : 
‘A tonitmo quod deum sunm appellant,’ _ Perkun 
is frequently mentioned by name in Lettish folk- 
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songs. He occupied one of the three divisions of 
the famous oak-tree sanctuary at Remove, which 
is described in detail by Grunau (tract, ii. ch. v.). 
Before him burned the sacred fire, tended by a 
priest who would lose his life if it were suffered to 
go out. The statement that the god was supposed 
to hold communication with the chief priest m this 
sanctuary, by means of thunder, is confirmed by 
Bretkius (cf. Praetorius, p. 39). Grunau is not a 
trustworthy authority, but in this case his descrip- 
tion can be parallefed from so many different 
sources that there is no need to doubt its essential 
accuracy. 

3 . Groves and trees. — Sacred groves and trees 
fi^re very prominently in Lithuanian religion. 
We hear of various wood- and tree-gods. ‘ Modeina 
et Regaina silvestres sunt dii’ (Lasicius, p. 301). 
Praetorius mentions Gyrstis, a wood-god, Birznlis, 
a god of birches, and others. Sometimes the tree 
itself is the object of worship. The Jesuit 
Rostowski (cf. Usener, Gottemarntn, p. 87) obtained 
information that for ‘fruitfulness and domestic 
welfare a hen is offered by men to an oak, and by 
women to a linden-tree as gods.’ A tree whose 
trunk was split and then joined together again 
was called romove and deemed particularly holy. 
A tree of this kind was still standing at Nibudzen 
in A.D. 1664, and Lithuanians from far and near 
came to visit it (cf. Praetorius, p. 16). More often, 
however, the tree or grove was reverenced as the 
dwelling-place of the deity. When Jerome of 
Prague cut down woods ‘sacred to devils^’ the 
women complained ‘that the house of their god 
had been ta!ken away’ (jEneas Sylvius, Hist, de 
Europa, 26, in Script Ber. Pruss. iv. 239). Accord- 
ing to Erasmus Stella (foe. cit,), the Old Prussians 
‘ said that the gods inhabited the finest trees such 
as oaks.’ To the oak-tree a special sanctity 
adhered. Its connexion with Perkun has already 
been mentioned. In the folk-songs he frequently 
cleaves the oak in anger, and sheds its blood. An 
aged Nadravian described to Praetorius how the 
holy fire was obtained from oak-wood, adding that 
there were still many people who thought it very 
lucky to come across such an oak (p. 20). He also 
mentions (p, 16) a holy oak at Ragnit which would 
bring bad luck to any one who injured it. 

4 . Springs. — ^The sacred spring is frequently 
associated with the sacred tree. This was probably 
so in the case of the Romove sanctuary (cf. 
Praetorius, p. 19). 

‘An oak-tre* behind the mountain, 

Behind the oak-tree a lake. 

The son of god hangs his girdle there ’ 

(Lettish folk-song). 

• Tinder the maple-tree is the spring 
Where the sons of god resort’ 

(Lithuanian folk-song). 

Peter von Dnsburg {loc. cit.) mentions ‘aquas 
sacras’ among the many objects of Old Prussian 
cult. 

■ Orthus lacus eat plscosus ^uem colunt ; quemadmodum et 
Ezemim lacuum deum ’ (lasicius, p. 301). 

In spring-time water was worshipped by the SMii- 
fice of a fish (Praetorius, p. 34). vv e hear of various 
water-beings and gods : 

* Audros deo, maris caeterarumque aquamm cura inourahlt 
(Lasicius, p. 300). * Szullinnus who governs the wells ’ (Praetorius, 
p. S3). 'One god Upinnis has the rivers in his power' (IL 
Stiyikowski, Pol, Chron. 1582, quoted by W. Mannhardt, in 
Uag. der Utl. literar. GeselUch. xiv. L). 

In Church documents of A,D. 1530 Antrimpus is 
identified with Neptune. 

* The priests (W aideler) ol the water-god were called Naruttes ; 
they dived into the water and conversed with the water-nixes' 
(ftaetorius, p. 34)- ‘ Waterwas honoured ns a male and Are os 
a female deity. The former was prayed to by the name of 
Bangputtis, the latter by the name of Ponyke(t.e. Tody)’ (» 6 . 

Elsewhere Praetorius describes Bangputtis as a 
storm-god ; but the two conceptions are not 
necessarily inconsistent. 
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5 . Weather.-— Perkun was not the only weather- 
god of the Baltic peoples. _Drebknllia was invoked 
in time of earthquake. Blizgulis was a snow-god, 
Lituvaris a rain-god, Wejopatis lord of the wind. 
Praetorius was acquainted with a Prussian fisher- 
man who had a wooden image of Wejopatis fixed on 
the mast of his ship. In stormy weather he was 
wont ‘ to lift up both his hands towards it ’ (cf. p. 
27). The wind, like the water, had its priests or 
sorcerers. 

Of these * some were also able to charm the fire and knew 
how to address the Fire-Angel by name • , • and command 
him to do no harm * (ib, p. 4i). 

6 . Fire. — ^There are a number of references to 
the Lithuanian fire-cult. 

‘ Colebant autem ab origine Lithuanl numina ignem . . . qni 
per eacerdotem lingua eorum Zincs nuncupatum, snbjectis 
lignis adolobatur . . . praecipunm numen Samagittlcum erat 
ignis, quern sacrosanctnm et perpetuum putebant* (Uichov, 
toe. eit.). 

Jerome of Prague preached to people who wor- 
shipped a sacred, perpetual fire in a temple. The 
priests practised clairvoyance by means of it, and 
were consulted as to the destiny of sick persons 
(cf. jEneas Sylvius, loc. cit.). Both Lasicius and 
Praetorius mention Tartois Kibirksztn, ‘ a charmer 
of sparks, a god who withstands fire ’ (Praetorius, 
p. 32). Jaganhis is a fire-god (cf. Usener, p. 92). 
Praetorius states that fire was a female deity 
invoked as Szwenta Ponyke (».e. ‘ holy lady ’). In 
his day the Nadravian women addressed her as 
they raked together the fire in the evening. 
‘Thon Holy Lady, I will cover thee np well, that 
thou mayst not rage over me.’ Lasicius (p. 304) 
mentions Polengahm, ‘a goddess . . . who is be- 
lieved to rule over the bright hearth.’ Some 
editions of the Kalevala contain a prayer to Panu, 
the Finnish fire-god. The word ‘ Panu ’ is said to 
he a Lithuanian loan-word and is possibly related 
to the Gothic /on, ‘fire.’ In the poem Panu is 
addressed as son of the sun, and begged to take 
fire np to heaven, to carry it, as a child to its 
mother, into the castle of the beloved aged lady 
(i.e. the snn), and to place it there to light np the 
day. The duties to he performed by Panu recall 
the services rendered to the snn by Dear Maria (= 
Perkuna tete). Is it possible that this goddess is 
identical with the fire-deity, the ‘ho^ lady’ 
mentioned by Praetorius ? If so, the title Perkuna 
tete is intelligible, for, as we have seen, the sacred 
fire is an important part of the cult of the thunder- 
god. In Serbian folk-songs St. Elias the thnnderer 
IS often associated with the Virgin Mary, who is 
also known as ‘ Maria, veiled in fire ’ (cf. F. S. 
Kranss, Volksglaube und rel. Branch der Sud- 
slaven, Munster, 1890, p. 2f.). 

Some passages from the magic songs of the W. 
Finns are particularly interesting in this con- 
nexion. 

•IJkko of the air (i.e. the FJimtsh thunder-god] atruck fire 
... and gave it to a girl to rock, to be swung by a maiden of 
the air’ (J. Abercromby, The Pre. and Proto-historie Finm, 
London, 1893, ii. 375). • Kasi, the beautiful young girl, the fire- 
maiden of the sky, 'tie she that rocked the fire, swung to and 
fro the Same ' (ii. p. 377). ‘ The origin of fire is known, the 
genesis of fire (panu) is guessed : dear fire was created by God. 

. . . The Virgin Mary, mother dear, the holy little serving- 
maid, 'tis she that rooked the fire, that nursed the flame ’ ( 10 . 
p. 378). 

7 . Stones. — Stone-worship is occasionally men- 
tioned. 

'Saxaprodiis cnlta’ (S. Bostowski, quoted by A. Bruckner, 
‘Beitrage zur litauischen Mythologie,' Arch, fur tlav. Phil. ix. 
(1886] 35 ; cf. Usener, p. 85). * A few years ago, a somewhat 
high stone not far from Gumbinen or Bisserkeim in a pinewood, 
■was considered holy, and on it the neighbouring people offered 
money, clothes, wool’ (Praetorius, p. 21 f.), 

8 . Mountains. — Kaukarius was a monntain-god 
(cf. Usener, p. 93). 

9 . Animals. — Consecrated house-snakes were 
important Lithuanian deities corresponding to the 
Latin penates. ‘Serpentes in singulis aomibua 
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velufc decs penates nntriebant’ (Michor, p. 618). 
See, further, Aryan Religion, vol. ii. p. 24^ 
and Serpent- WORSHIP (Lithu-Slavic). Einhom, 
who was pastor at Mitau in the 17th cent., 
states that the Letts sacrificed a goat at cross- 
ways to propitiate the wolves, and to induce 
them to spare the flocks. Almost every kind of 
animal had its presiding deity. Austheia is 
goddess of hees, Batainicza god of horses, Kiaulai- 
fcnkis god of swine, Bauhis god of cows and oxen, 
etc. 

10 , Agfriculture. — The gods connected with 
agriculture form a large and important group. 

‘ The Nadravians, Zalorians, etc., believe that there is some- 
thing divine about the earth, and call it Zempnttys as male and 
Zemynele as female godhead. To this earth-deity — commonly 
called Zemynele — they ascribe all that which, according to the 
historians, was done by Pergubrius, Padrympus, Qurcho, Ausz- 
waitls and Pilwittus ’ (Praetorius, p. 66). 

Perguhrius was a god of field-work (ib. p, 25), 
Certain Church documents (A.D. 1530) identify 
Pilwittus -with Ceres. Padrympus (=Potrimpo) 
was represented, according to Grunan (tract, ii. 
ch. V.), as a young man of joyful countenance, 
crowned with ears of com. Gurcho was a god of 
food and drink honoured with offerings of milk 
and honey, etc. (Grunau, tract, i. ch. xcvi, ; cf. 
Usener, p. 94). He is mentioned in a document of 
A.D. 1249. 

'Ydolo quern semet In anno collectis frugibus consuerunt 
conBngere et pro deo colere, cui nomen Curche imposuerunt.’ 
•The Nadravians honour Qurcho or Padrymbo under the name 
of Gabjauga ’ (Praetorius, p. 22). 

Other gods of the same kind are Lankpatis, god of 
ploughing and solving, Prokorimos, god of honey, 
etc. Waizganthos was a god of fruitfulness. At 
his festival in the beginning of November he was 
worshipped by virgins, who offered up prayers for 
the increase of the flax crop (cf. Lasicius, p. 306). 
From the passages quoted it appears that there was 
a tendency to confuse the various agricultural 
deities ; possibly they were merely local forms of 
the earth-godhead ; ‘ permultos Zemopacios, id 
est, terrestres, ii venerantur’ (i5. p. 300). The 
name of this deity is connected with zemS, the 
Lithuanian word for ‘ earth.’ It appears in various 
forms. ‘ Propter rem pecuariam Semepates colitur ’ 
(Church Catechism, 1647). Lasicius describes a 
festival of Zemiennik which took place three days 
before that of Waizganthos. Praetorius names the 
earth-god Zameluks, Zemeluksztis, Zempattys. 
There was also an earth-goddess : ‘ Zemynele was 
held to be the sister of Zemepattys’ (Praetorius, 
p. 31). They received -worship in common. 

On the shortest day a festival was held In honour of 
Zempattys, ‘the god of farms and farmhouses’ (ib. p. 66), In 
the course of which ‘ each takes his bread, presses It to the 
ground and speaks : “O Zemypatie, thou givest us such good 
bread, we thank thee for it. Help us to cultivate our Belds 
with thy blessing, and through the co-operation of Zemynele to 
receive more of thy good gifts."' 

It is probable that the earth was originally thought 
of as female. ‘ Gabjauga ’ is a feminine word, 
although this deity was addressed at his festival 
as ‘ Lord God.’ In the earliest reference to Gurcho 
his name appears in the feminine form ‘Curche.’ 
For this change of sex we have a parallel in the 
N. European deities, Nerthus, NjbriJr, Frey, 
Freyja. The subject is fully treated by H. M. 
Chadwick in The Origin of the English Nation 
(Cambridge, 1907), ch. x. ‘The Cult of Nerthus.’ 
Semmesmaat, the Lettish goddess, corresponding 
to Zemynele, is mentioned only in folk-songs. In 
lamentations for the dead she is referred to as the 
keeper of the grave (cf. Usener, p. 108). The form 
Semmesmftte is interesting (cf. Uggunsmfite, the 
fire-goddess). We have an exact parallel in Anglo- 
Saxon Eortian mo!yr= mother of earth. 

II. Conclusion. —The religion of the Letts was 
of the same character as that of the Lithuanians, 
and the t-wo peoples had a certain number of 


deities in common. The chief difference between 
them is that for Lithuanian gods we find corre- 
sponding Lettish goddesses — e.g., Lith. Laukpatis 
= Lett. Laukamaat, Lith. Wejopatis = Lett. 
Wejamaat, -wind - mother. The most notable 
peculiarity of the religion of all the Baltic peoples 
was the large number of departmental deities 
worshipped by them. We hear of a god of grasa- 
groiving, of a god to be invoked for moss- 
gathering, and many others of the same kind. 

Liteeatdkb. — P eter von Dusburg, in Seriptores Renim 
Prussicantm, i [Leipzig, 1861); Simon Grunau, PretissUahf 
Chronik, pt. i. [1517-21), do. 1876; Erasmus Stella, deRorwricB 
Ant. ii. ; Mathim Michov, de Sarm. Europ. Lit. ii. (8. 
Grymsus, Nomit orbit rtgionum ae insularum veUribiu in- 
cognitarum, Basel, 1537, p. 618 ff.) ; J. Lasicius, de Diit Sama- 
gitarumcceterorumque SaTmatarumetfalsorum Chrittianarum 
(Respub. tine Stat. Regni, Polon. Lit. Pnut. Livon., Leyden, 
1627, ch. -vui.); .ffineas Sylvius (jPope Pius n.), Eiit. de 
Europe, Basel, 1651, ch, xxvi. ; M. Praetorius, Otlicia 
Prussicce, ed. W. Pierson, Berlin, 1871; W. Mannhardt, ‘Die 
lettischen Sonnenmythen,’ in ZE vii. [1876) 73-104, 209-244, 
280-330; H. Usener, OSttemamen, Bonn, 1890 (which give) 
further literature). ENID WELSFORD. 

NATURE (Muhammadan). — i. Terms and 
definitions. — Nature is designated in Arabic by 
the word tabVah, literally ‘ stamping,’ t.e. the 
impression of form on matter, which, according to 
Aristotle (Met. 1015‘ 5), is only one among the 
senses of the Greek <f>6a-is, yet clearly belongs to 
his philosophy. In the early translations of his 
works the Syriac kiydn was adopted for physis ; 
the substitution of fabVah is not easily explained. 
The verb is used in the Qur’an in the phrase ‘ God 
has stamped upon their hearts,’ which appears to 
mean ‘ has sealed up,’ and therefore belongs to a 
different range of ideas. A somewhat similar use 
of the word teba is found in the Midrfish (Numbers 
Babbah, § 14, p. 1245, ed. Wilna, 6645), where it 
stands for ‘element’ in the four elements, to 
which indeed the name phgsis may be applied, ac- 
cording to Aristotle (3fet. 1014*’ 33) ; and an even 
more similar employment of the verb in B. Sank. 
37a, where God is said to have ‘ stamped ’ ((Sba ) 
every human being with the seal of _Ad_am, yet no 
two are quite alike ; i.e., the (Platonic) idea ‘rnan 
is impressed on an infinite number of portions 
of matter. The Arabic word (for which other 
forms from the same root are employed) may well 
be the Hebrew verbal noun, which, however, is 
not quoted in this sense ; and, though the date of 
the Hebrew texts quoted is uncertain, it is lik®|y 
that they are pre-Islamic. In what_ is probably 
the earliest account that we possess in Arabic of 
Aristotle’s works, that in the history of Ya qflbl 
(260 A.H.), the word alrea^ appears as an equiv- 
alent iorphysis (ed. M. T. Houtsma, Leyden, 1883, 
i. 148) ; and its introduction is likely to be as early 
as the 2nd cent, of Islam, since in the poems of 
Aba Tammam ([t 228 A.H.] Beyrut, 1889, p. 168) 
we find that there are already conventional 
alents for Aristotelian technicalities. Probably, 
then, it was coined by some Jewish Aristotelian 
employed as an interpreter of Greek philosophy. 

The definitions of nature given by Arabic philo- 
sophers are all traceable, though not always 
directly, to Aristotle. Al-Farabi (Philosophische 
Abhandlungen, ed. F. Dieterici, Leyden, 1890, g. 
60) defines tabi'ah as ‘the source of motion ana 
rest when neither external nor voluntary.’ This, 
of course, refers to the theory of the ‘natural 
motion’ of the four elements. Another Aristo- 
telian theory appears in the definition of Jurjunl 
(Definiiiones, ed. G. Fliigel, Leipzig, 1845, p. 145): 
‘the force permeating bodies whereby the Moy 
reaches its perfection.’ In the astrological phijO’ 
Sophy of the Ikhwan al-Safa (Bombay, 1305, ii. 88) 
it 13 defined as ‘ the force of the universal Mtrai 
soul, which permeates all bodies that are bcl^ 
the sphere of the Moon from the globe of tne 
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Aether down to the centre of the Earth,’ or ‘ the 
operation of the Great Man,’ i.e. the world. 
More ordinarily the meaning of nature is inferred 
from the subjects discussed in the Physics, enumer- 
ated by Avicenna {Kitdb al-Najat, Cairo, 1331, p. 
78) as ‘ existing bodies in so far as they are subject 
to rest, motion, and change.’ This is copied by 
al-Ghazali {Maqasid al-Faldsifah, Cairo, 1331, p. 
78). At times the word tabVah is used lilce 
‘nature’ in the modem languages for the sum 
total of phenomena {e.g., in ffucmat al'Ain, Kazan, 
1004, i. 83). 

2. Nature and deity. — In spite of the close atten- 
tion given Iw the Islamic philosophers to the 
problem of determinism, it does not appear that 
many thought of nature as a power independent 
of the Deity; their reasoning deals rather with 
‘natures,’ i.e. the properties of kinds, or causes 
which produce effects either in the things tliem- 
selves (as the dryness and heat of fire) or in other 
things (as comWstion in what comes near fire ; 
see ' Ala al-dln Tusi, Kitdb al-Dhakhirah, Hydera- 
bad, n.d., p. 220). Those who maintained the 
uniformity of nature in the sense that these 
properties were invariable and immutable denied 
the miracles ; it was possible to reply that these 

n erties ivere customary, hut could not he known 
e invariable, and therefore the miracles were 
credible. Hence the name for such events is 
khawdriq, ‘ violations,’ not of natural order hut of 
custom Xddah), as though uniformity went no 
farther. So al-Ghazali (Al-Madnun oihi, Cairo, 
n.d., p. 18) declares that violation of custom is not 
incredible, his illustration being the speed with 
which fire melts minerals as opposed to the length 
of time taken by sunshine to produce the same 
effect. The work of a prophet may compare in 
efficacy with the former, at any rate where the 
miracle can he described as an accelerated natural 
process. This illustration very clearly ignores 
what are called ‘ laws of nature,’ for which, indeed, 
the language has no proper equivalent, and of 
which it is uk^ that the Muslim consciousness is 
very slight. Thus, numerous travellers tell us 
that there is a wide-spread belief in the possibility 
of four years’ gestation, and quite serious writers 
make men live for periods of two or three hundred 
years. 

The classical discussion of this subject is in the 
Tahdfut al-Faldsifah of al-Ghazali, whom Averroes 
attempted to answer (Cairo, 1302, i. 98-102, ii. 
68-73). Ghazali admits the possibility that a hook 
might turn into a man, .or that vessels of common 
material in a house might turn into gold. He can 
scarcely avoid the assumption, however (which he 
endeavours to refute), of a constant relation be- 
tween causes and effects, and Averroes, as usual, 
seems no match for him in reasoning power. 

Probably nature has theological importance in 
the theory of kardmdt, or ‘ spontaneous miracles ’ 
— violations of order which are not the acts of 
prophets, hut occur for the glorification of saints. 
The Mu' tazilites, indeed, attempted to get rid of 
these and make all recorded oases miracles per- 
formed by prophets, while the orthodox view, 
that they are seen only by saints like those for 
whose benefit they are wought and that the latter 
ought to disown them (Bahr al-kaldm, Cairo, 1329, 
p. 61), evinces some desire to restrict or get rid of 
them. It is clear that in the stories told of clouds 
shading the Prophet and the like the fundamental 
idea is that of animism, i.e. that nature behaved 
to the Prophet as though it possessed intelligence, 
and the difference of these supposed occurrences 
from miracles lies in their spontaneity. On the 
other hand, the lives of the saints show no lack of 
miracles that were not spontaneous, but exhibitions 
of these persons’ extraordinary powers. The 


spontaneous occurrences are at times not in order 
to do honour to any one, but for the contrary 
purpose. When a paralytic girl was given some 
bread baked with a fire of Ibn 'Arabi’s Fufii^ al- 
Jfikam, she recovered (Al'llm al-Shdmikh, Cairo, 
1328, p. 381). 

3. Nature and man. — ^As applied to man the 
word ‘nature’ and its equivalent may either 
signify involuntary actmties (Jurjant, ed. Fliigel, 
p. 145) or any proclivities (Hariri, Maqdmdt, ed. 
A. I. Silvestre de Sacy, Paris, 1822, p. 319) ; it 
may stand for ‘all the qualities bad and good 
compounded in a man from which he can scarcely 
depart’ (Ibn al-Athir, Nihdyah, Cairo, 1311, iii. 
31). Its use in the latter sense is illustrated by 
the tradition, ‘a believer may he stamped with 
any quality except treason and mendacity’ (t6.). 

•‘ Natural theology,’ in the sense of arguing from 
nature to the existence of a Creator, is said (prob- 
ablj* with justice) to ho recommended in the 
Quran, and Islamic writers of different ages have 
endeavoured to carry out this injunction. The 
most famous essay in this line is the Kisdlah of 
Ibn 'Tufail (b. 494 A.H.), which has frequently 
been edited and translated. The same Qur’anic 
passages are alleged in justification of scientific 
treatises of various sorts — e.g., the ‘Wonders of 
Creation’ of Qaz\vini (764 A.H.). Writers of our 
time similarly claim physical science as an essenti- 
ally Islamic study, and even extend the name 
‘ Muslims’ to all who are engaged in its pursuit. 

4. Appreciation of nature. — Admiration of 
natural beauty is not unrepresented in Islamic 
works, but is probably less common than in the 
literature of Europe or India. A combination of 
the expression of this sentiment with the physico- 
theological argument is to be found in the treatise 
of the Ikhwan al-Safa, published and translated 
by F. Dieterici wtli the title, Der Streit zwischen 
Thier und Mensch (Berlin, 1868). The sentiment 
is also expressed in the poetical and semi-poetical 
literature ; the descriptions of the camel, the horse, 
the wild ass, etc., with which the early poetry 
abounds come under this category. 

5. Nature-worship. — ^Worship of nature, in the 
sense of the ascription to natural objects of divine 
attributes, is so absolutely in contradiction to the 
^irit of Islam that it has properly no place therein. 
The only form which it can with any propriety 
take is pantheism, by so straining the doctrine of 
the divine unity as to make all nature God. And 
this form it took with the Sufi thinkers, of whom 
none expresses the idea more' boldly than Ibn ' Arabi 
(686 A.H.) : 

•The perfectly wiee Is he who secs in every object of worship 
a revelation of the Truth, wherein he can be worshipped ; and 
for this reaeon they call all Buch objects God, together with 
their proper name, whether etone, tree, animal, man, star or 
angel; such latter name being that of the personality therein. 
Divinity is a rank, supposed by the worshipper to be the rank 
of his particular object of worship, whereas in reality it is the 
mode whereby the Truth is revealed to the vision of the parti- 
cular worshipper, who reverences this object of worship in 
this particular revelation’ (Fufif al-^ikam, Cairo, 1309, 
p. 890). 

Hence even the fetish-worshipper worships God. 
This extraordinary doctrine found comparatively 
few adherents, and could not he professed ■with 
safety ; nor can Islam be charged with encouraging 
fetish-worship except in the kissing of the Black 
Stone, the retention of which is said to have given 
ofience to some of the early champions of the 
system. The charge of moon-worship that has been 
brought against Miihammad appears to he ground- 
less. Planet- worship is found m certain magical 
incantations, but these are not properly Islamic. 
Cases of veneration paid to trees occur in various 
Islamic communities (see I. Goldziher, Mvhammed- 
anische Stiidien, Halle, 1889-90, ii. 349-352), yet it 
is doubtful whether this can with justice he called 
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•worship ; it would seem that the tree in many 
cases is brought into connexion "with some saint, 
real or imaginary, who is the ostensible and prob- 
ably the real object of veneration. Of the worship 
of springs or rivers it is hard to find any trace ; Ibn 
lyas, however, records in the year 866 A.H. 
(Cairo, 1311, ii, 74) that, after various services of 
intercession to AUSh had failed to produce a rise 
in the Nile, recourse was had to the expedient of 
making all existing members of the 'Abbasid 
family sip some water and then discharge it into 
a vessel which was emptied into the basin of 
the Nilometer, and this process had the desired 
effect. 

IiiTEiUTUSB. — See the sources cited throughout the article. 

D. S. Margoliouth. 

NATURE (Persian). — The Avesta has no word 
directly corresponding to our ‘ nature,’ but the idea 
of cosmos is expressed by the term ahhu, ‘ the two 
worlds ’ (dual, of ahhu), viz. ‘ the corporeal and the 
spiritual existence’ {Yasna, xxviii. 2), the real and 
the ideal world. This universe, as created by 
Ahura Mazda, forms a system founded on the 

E rinciple of purity, or righteousness (asha, personi- 
ed in the archangel Asha Vahishta), which is 
identical with Mazda’s will and in fact rules in the 
world as a moral and physical law of nature. 
Mazda himself cannot operate except according to 
Asha : on the other hand, he cannot realize his 
will immediately on account of the system of 
Amesha Spentas, a theological parallel to the 
political system of satraps. The Amesha Spentas 
work as practical functionaries executing the divine 
desiras in the world. The terrestrial sphere is 
divided into several territories every one of which 
is presided over by an Amesha Spenta, this genius 
being in some way identical witn the province of 
nature governed ny him and designated with his 
name. Using a technical term, the Avesta, how- 1 
ever, calls the Amesha Spenta ‘inspector’ {r&tu) j 
of his domain, which he governs, not on his | 
own behalf, but exclusively in the name of Mazda. I 
Thus Vohu Mano i8_the ratu of the cattle, Asha 
Vahishta of the fire, Armaiti of the earth, Kshathra 
Vairiya of metals, Haurvatat of the water, and 
Ameretat of plants. Together the Amesha Spentas 
preside over the whole of nature, and take care 
that it ‘ may not decay or perish ’ ; their task is 
the ‘ advancement of living beings’ [fradat gaeth&m, 
a characteristic term in Avesta, indicating its high 
appreciation of nature and practical life). 

So far the Zoroastrian theology ns known from 
the G&thSs ; but besides this system we find in the 
younger Avesta, especially in the Yashts, a great 
number of nature-gods, some of them still reigning 
as old Aryan divinities from pre-Zoroastrian times, 
others as popular deities of a later period. Mithra 
as a sun-god ( Yt. x.) is also mentioned in the Vedic 
hymns ; the water-god, ApUrn Napat (Yt, xix.), is 
lilcewise well known from Indian religion ; but 
most of the nature-gods are introduced into the 
Persian pantheon later. The goddess of w'ater and 
fertility, Ardvi Sur5 An&hita (Fs. Ixv. ; Yt. v.), 
seems to be identical with the Semitic (originally 
Hittite !) Astarte ; the star-god, Tishtriya (Sirius), 
to whom Yasht 'viii. is dedicated, is perhaps a 
divinity of Babylonian origin. The quite natural- 
istic hymn to the moon (Yt. vii.) seems to be very 
late. All these gods act in the drama of nature 
broadly described in the Yashts in a mythological 
manner which is quite different from the abstract 
theology of the Gathas. 

Peculiar to Iranian worship is the cult of the 
el e m en ts without any personifi cation — earth , "water, 
fire, etc. — as powers of purity and instruments for 
the purification of the world. The holy fire (Atar) 
is the most important of them, working — or fight- 
ing— against demons and impurity not only as 


altar-fire but also as hearth-fire and an element of 
nature. Ataris battle with the demons, especially 
the dragon Dahaka, is described in Yasht xix. The 
practical task and the moral duty of man are to 
assist and advance the pure elements of nature in 
the great conflict between good and evil spirits in 
the world. The eschatological ideal of Zoroastrian 
religion is the restoration of pure nature, when 
Ahura Mazda has conquered Ahriman in the last 
battle. On the whole, the Avesta religion may be 
designated a practical nature- worship, realized not 
only in the form of cult and theology, but also by 
means of culture and moral activity. 

Literature. — See the general works on Avesta religion by 
J. Darmesteter, £tuda sur F Avesta, Paris, 18SS, Essauorien- 
taux, do. 18SS, * The Zend Avesta,’ in SBS iv.a [1S95), «ii!. 
[1883) ; F. Justi, * Die alteste Iran. Religion und ihrStifterZara- 
thu5tra,’ln PJB Ixxxviii. [1897) ; A. V. W. Jadcson, 'Die inn. 
Religion,’ in GIrP ii. [1904) 612 fl. ; E. Lehmann, Zarathmhtra, 
2 voTs., Copenhagen, 1899-1902 ; J. H. Monlton, Bari]/ Zoroas- 
trianism, London, 1913. Darmesteter, Ormazd et Ahriman, 
Paris, 1877, treats the problem In a rather speculative way ; his 
introductions to the single Yashts in Be Zend-Avesta (Paris, 

I 1893), iii., andesp. to his tr. of the VendUlad(SBEh.^aramor» 
j cautious and instructive. j;. LEHMANN. 

NATURE (Roman),— I. Introduction. — Before 
we can undertake the discussion of nature in the 
intellectual and religious experience of the Romans, 
we must get a clear idea of where the Romans 
drew the line dividing nature from that -which was 
not nature. It would be more accurate to say the 
line between natura and non-natura, for, although 
we have borrowed ‘nature’ from natura, the two 
words do not carry exactly the same meaning, 
Fundamentally natura signified ‘birth’ (as in 
Terence, Ad., 126, 902), ».e. the process by which 
living objects come into being. Since after a 
fashion things without life come into being, they 
can metaphorically be said to be bom. That these 
processes are only individuals in their own special 
series, and that each series is itself one of a count- 
less number, are matters of elementarv observa- 
tion. Realization of these facts on the part of 
the Romans so extended the meaning of natura 
that it came at length to stand for the grand 
aggregate of the processes of becoming. But this 
aggregate was interpreted in two ways. 

(a) By the philosopher it was understood as the 
entire universe, itself an immeasurably large pro- 
cess which initiated and directed the individual 
processes composing it. So Marcus Aurejius ex- 
claims ; ‘ 0 Nature, from thee are all things, in 
thee are all things, to thee all things return.’* 
Such a conception as that involved here tends to 
obliterate the line between nature and man, and 
ultimately results in a pessimistic philosophy. To 
Lucretius man is only a particle in a universe 
of particles whose entire tendency is downward 
towards dissolntion. Man is as helpless as a clod 
against the inevitable decree that 

■No Bing)e thing abides ; but all things flow. 

Fragment to Iragment clings — the things thus grow 
Until we know and name them. By degrees 

They melt, and are no more the things we know.** 

But, as the Lncretian philosophy •'vas Roman only 
by naturalization, so to speak, it is not our chief 
concern here. 

(b) To the average Roman, on the other band, 
the grand aggregate, natura, was not so much a 
single objective reality as a term. As such, it 
conveniently summed up those innumerable pro- 
cesses of life, motion, and change which the senses 
of man could perceive. But it was not the one 
efficient cause of all these processes ; rather, each 
process or group of cognate processes had its own 
specific cause, and all of these many causes were 
alike marked by a certain reg^arity and by an 

1 Comm. It. 23. 

a W. H. llaflock, Lucretius on Life and Death, London, 
p. 15. 
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essential independence of human initiative.* Of 
the three marks of the natural just noted the last 
stood out most prominently in the consciousness. 
The mere mention of natura implied a contradic- 
tory homo. Of course, the Roman would admit 
that man is one of nature’s works, yet he habitu- 
ally thought of him as an apparently free agent 
outside of and in more or less opposition to nature. 

2. Sources of information. — As regards the 
sources of our information as to the attitude of 
the Roman masses towards nature, there is a real 
difficulty in the fact that they almost wholly con- 
sist of the works of the litterati, whose peculiar 
training and manner of life dissociated them in a 
large part from the daily experiences of the popu- 
lace. Few of the vast number of extant sepulchral 
inscriptions are of service in this field, except 
perhaps ne^tivelj^. Yet we are not absolutely m 
the dark, ^y taking account of casual remarks of 
authors and by m^ing simple inferences from 
well-attested manners and customs, we can at least 
approximate to the popular point of view. More- 
over, the success of such nature-literature as that 
of Tibullus, Vergil, and Horace is plain testimony 
that these authors did not have to create ab ovo, 
but had ready to hand a generally sympathetic 
public.' Their writings are, therefore, at once 
reflexions and enlargements of the views of the 
masses. . 

3. Roman regard for phenomena apart from 
their religious significance. — (o) The land; — As 
the early Italian depended almost wholly on the 
land for his subsistence, one mnst expect to find 
here his most intimate touch with nature. The 
field cleared from the forest, tilled, sown, and 
reaped with his own hands, was the most precious 
thing that he possessed. What beauty it had for 
him at first was the beauty of utility and of owner- 
ship, but it was at once the source of his patriotism 
and of his ultimate love of landscape for its own 
sake.* 

But the bond between man and nature could not 
endure unless it gave man a present profit and 
promises for its continuance. Here it was that 
the native Roman philosophy, elaborated in the 
fields, opposed the Grecian philosophy of Lucretius. 
As Ver^I propounds it, it is a philosophy of hope. 
Jnppiter himself ordained that tillage should be 
hard, so that the skill of man might oe whetted.* 
The course' of nature might bo do-wnward, but 
man is free to contend against it. Mildew, 
thistles, cranes, weevil, and drought might come, 
yet to patient toil iiistissima telUu was generous 
of her bounty. The man with the mattock was 
the mainstaj’ of the Republic.* This was the 
moral of the Georgies, 

Horace’s view of nature is substantially that of 
Vergil. For him, too, there is no pride compar- 
able to the pride of the freehold. Ofellus, though 
‘msticus abnormis sapiens crassaque Minerva,’* 
was nevertheless the most contented and most 
desirable type of Roman citizen. Here Horace 
strikes the rather cold note of policy. Verril, on 
the contrary, seems always , to cry as witn the 
accents of a Hebrew prophet: ‘Return to the 
plough and to the reaping-hook, “ for blessed is 
he who hath kno'wn the rural deities.”’* 

Tibullus, unlike the two former poets, was a son 
of the city, and, like so many of his kind, had 
grown tired of city life. On his ' estate near 

1 In the light ot this belief are to be Interpreted the famous 
words of Vergil : ' Happy is he who has been able to trace out 
the causes of things ’ {Georg, ii. 490). 

9 ' The old connection between the lore of the land and the 
love of our land . . . was to Vergil an absolutely real fact' 
(Countess Eveljm Martinengo-Cesaresoo, , The Outdoor lAfe in 
Greek and Roman Poets, p. ItO). 

s See Georg. 1. 121-m. 4 76. i. 118 ff., il. 4B8-474. 

» Sat. n. 11. 2 f. • Georg. 11. 493. 


Prseneste he learned to feel nature’s healing power 
and to see her as the real builder of the Roman 
strength. In his opinion, no people could exist 
aloof from her and truly live. The worst that he 
could say of Hades was ‘there are no fields of 
harvest below, no cultivated ■vineyards.’* 

The same Roman view may be observed also in 
prose-'writers like Cato, Varro, and Cicero. In 
the de Senectute the descriptions of the charms of 
both wild and rustic nature often border closely 
on the poetical. 

Thus far we have noted the utilitarian bond 
between the Italian and nature, and we have 
treated it at some length because an understand- 
ing of it is essential to an appreciation of the poets’ 
occasional rhapsodies on this theme. Now and 
again they seem to strike that full note of modem 
romanticism, the poetic fallacy. But a deeper 
rending discloses the fact that they have not 
advanced beyond the juvenile stage of thought 
expressed in the opening lines of Bryant’s 
Thanatopsis : 

‘To him who In the love of Heture holds 

Communion with her visible forms, she speahs 

A various language.' 

The language which she speaks to them is depart- 
mental, and not universal. The trees speak, the 
fields speak, the water-courses speak, but they 
speak singly and in their own several tongues. 
Lucretius comes the nearest to hearing the choral 
voice of nature, but he hears it as the disciple of 
a Grecian doctrine, and not as a Roman. But 
no Roman poet, nor, indeed, any ancient, ever 
(j^uite attained that point of view of nature and 
mat power of seeing a world in detail which we 
observe in Shelley’s dirge beginning ‘ Rough wind 
that moanest loud,’ and in Tennyson’s ' Flower in 
the crannied wall.’ 

Closely allied with ‘tilth and vineyard’ in the 
Roman economy were flowers, trees, and domestic 
animals. From the earliest times flowers were 
sought and grown for their beauty and fragrance 
and for the making of garlands to be used in 
decoration and in religious rites. Poets often 
alluded to the favourite varieties, but gave none 
of them a place in romance until the time of the 
Elocutio Novella, The tme use of a flower was as 
a symbol of the fertility and beauty of nature. 
Of course, the fmit-beanng trees meant much to 
the Roman in both literature and life. But he 
admired other sorts of trees as well — the elm for 
its service to the vine, the pine for its timber, the 
oak, ilex, beech, poplar, and others for their shade. 
The Roman poets pve ns many touching pictures 
of the domestic animals, especia^ those that share 
the labours of life 'with man. Enrace, in his lines 
‘ Sol ubi montium mutaret umbras, et iuga demeret 
bobuB fatigatis,’ * exhibits for the ox the sympathy 
of a Troyon or Horatio Walker. 

(b) The sky , — The sky, the celestial bodies, and 
all the phenomena of weather had much signifi- 
cance for the Italian peasant and shepherd. 'These 
were the mysterious powers which with varying 
directness controlled m large part the conditions 
of his crops and pastures. The sun, moon, and 
stars were considered only in their physical aspects. 
Most of the literary epithets of the sun refer to its 
light or its heat. The CTOup relating to light is 
much the larger, no doubt for the reason that at 
its source it appears to be constant. The sun’s 
perceptible heat, on the other hand, is variable, 
and there seems to be some ground for believing 
that the Romans did not regard the sun as the 
only source of atmospheric heat. In their ignor- 
ance of the causes of air-currents they held the 
■winds to be independent phenomena, if not inde- 
pendent agents ; hence their frequent personaliza- 
1 1 . :d. 85. 3 Odes, m, vl. 41-I& 
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tion. Moreover, as the temperatures of the year 
shifted with the march of the constellations, the 
easy, though fallacious, deduction was made that 
the latter were the cause of the former. This 
explains the significance of the days when the dog- 
star is in the ascendant. The greater prominence 
of the stars over the moon in Latin poetry lies 
perhaps in their importance as the common calendar 
of the seasons. The phases of the moon mark but 
brief periods and have therefore much less bearing 
on agricultural pursuits. 

Of the seasons spring and winter receive the 
most frequent mention. In fact, one might say 
that to me Italian they are the only seasons, 
summer and autumn being only continuations of 
spring. Over spring alone was any deep emotion 
shoivn.* Winter was the period of sterility and 
idleness, and was tolerated only as a necessary 
evil. 

Clouds were always looked upon as potential 
evUs, for, although they brought the helpful rain, 
they could also bring flood or even haU. 

(c) Springs and streams. — Springs and small 
streams were very close to the life of the common 
people. The few large rivers, like the Po and 
the Tiber, were viewed with awe rather than wuth 
affection. Being turbid, they were useless for 
drinking, and they ran at too low a level to be 
o^ service in irrigation. Horace’s love for the 
Fountain of Bandnsia* is representative of that 
of the populace of Italy for the myriad other 
springs of the land.* 

R. A. Lanciani has said that the Homans were 
not attracted by lakes. ^ The statement is alto- 
gether too sweeping. That they received less 
attention than rivers is evident, but this may be 
explained by their inferiority as a means of sus- 
taining the life of man. At all events, a sure 
proof that the Romans were at least not insensible 
to their charms is seen in the fact that their shores 
were often chosen as the sites of Roman villas.* 

(d) The sea. — In order to understand the attitude 
of the Roman towards the sea all that we need to 
know is that he was incurably a landsman. What 
little of his living came from the sea was practi- 
cally negligible. The sailor and the merchant- 
captain he regarded as grasping and unduly adven- 
turous. The sea was not meant for man. Even 
in a calm it was treacherous. So capricious was 
it that the Roman endowed it ivith human moods 
and passions. It was the world’s greatest symbol 
of destruction.* 

(e) Mountains. — To the Roman the most striking 
feature of the higher mountains was their barren- 
ness ; they were useless for shepherd and farmer 
alike. They approximated the intolerable condi- 
tions of winter. They were the home of the wolf 
and the bear. If they had any appeal at all, it 
was _‘as a graceful definition of the horizon, or 
framing of the landscape,’^ or through long 
association. In the cfe Amicitia Laelius concedes 
that on this condition one can actually come to 
love even mountains and forests.® In Lucretius, 
on the contrary, we observe such a rich variety 
of allusions to the mountains that we cannot 
but think that for him they came very near to 
possessing what we sentimental modems call 
moods. 

(/) Wild animals. — ^To the fiercer animals of the 

1 Hor. Oda, i. Iv. 1. s Ib. m. xilL 

® Lod^dus (da Subl. xzzr.) srgued a^!n>t the narrow Boman 
view. 

• ffanderini;! in Oia Roman Campagna, London, 1009, p, iS. 

® Cf. Pliny, l^etUrs, lx. 7. For the sentimenta of Verpil aeo 

Gtorg. li. 159 ; for thoeo of CatuIIns see Cam. xxxi. 

• Cf. Allen, The Treatment of Nature in the Poetry of the 
Roman Republic, p. 203. 

7 L. FriedlSnder, Roman Life and Mannert under the Early 
Empire, i. 391. 

• xli. 68. 


wilds the Roman gave short shrift as the enemies 
of man. The noble beauty of the lion and the 
rugged majesty of the wolf ivere lost in bitter 
anta"onism. In one of his letters Cicero tells a 
friend that the spectators at the opening of 
Pompey’s theatre seemed to entertain a feeling of 
kinship for the elephants mutilated and kuled 
before their eyes.* This was, indeed, veiy un- 
usual, but may be attributed to a general know- 
ledge that the elegant was often a useful servant 
of man. Many a Roman would shed copious tears 
over the death of a pet who could look with no 
other emotion than that of joy on the butchery of 
scores of wild beasts. The pet was his own ; the 
personal element was paramount. 

{g) Under world. — For the Roman’s regard for 
subterranean phenomena see 5 (d) below. 

4. Deities and cults. — ^The chief sources of our 
knowledge of the Roman deities and cults are the 
so-called Calendar of Numa, writers like Varro 
and Verrius Flaccus, myths, scattered notices in 
the literary authors, the anti-pagan diatribes of 
the Church Fathers, archaeology, and anthropology. 
To appraise these sources severally is impossible 
at present. Suffice it to say in reference to 
myths that, influenced as they are by Greek 
models, they must be treated with special caution, 
although Otto and Pais have demonstrated that 
they contain a much larger element purely Roman 
in origin than was formerly allowed. 

The distinctively Roman religion belonged, at the 
earliest period to which we can trace it, to the pre- 
animistic stage of thought. Natural objects and 
phenomena, and objects of a natural origin re- 
shaped by man for his uses, were worshipped in 
themselves. Their powers were ganged and classi- 
fied as these objects served as hmps or hindrances 
to human well-being. Although the powers were 
in the main constant and regular, there was a 
certain mysterious margin in which they were 
inconstant and irregular. At first they can have 
been no more than mere infections, so to spwk, 
benign or malignant in their effects, but in time 
the infections were condensed into special forces 
regarded as resident in the objects but in a certain 
sense independent of them and of one another. 
These forces were the numina. The Roman was 
now in the animistic stage, of religious thought. 

The step from numen to deity wm not immedi- 
ate. At best the numen was still little more than 
a ‘magic potence’ and lacked much of being a 
real numen, an expression of will (cf. -nuere, ‘ to 
express will’; adnuere, ‘to signify assent’). It 
was in the above-mentioned margin of difierence 
between the regular and irregular manifestations 
of ‘magic potence’ that the possibilities for 
transition were found. The variations could be 
accounted for only on the hypothesis that thty 
were due to the activities of powers analogous in 
their freedom of initiative to human wills. Many 
of the numina were therefore conceived as wills, 
but the majority remained simply ‘functional 
spirits with ivill-power.’* To the Roman, how- 
ever, they were all gods. 

It is probable that to the masses the gods were 
long without names, so vaguely were they con- 
ceived. Yet the growth of local cults and tne 
invention of cult-epithets by the priests soon gave 
them names as well as a ‘local habitation. But 
the Roman could never wholly emerge from bis 
primitive indefiniteness in this respect, for be was 
always more or less fearful that in calling upon a 
god he might meak the wong name and thus 
in his petition.*^ Many of the names were ongin- 

I Pam. rtu 1. 3. _ . 

set. W. W«rde Fowler, The Religious Ezpenenee tf ms 
Roman People, pp. 118-120. . , , 
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ally adjectival, but in time they became genuine 
proper nouns, and as such tended to transfer to the 
gods whom they designated at least an adumbra- 
tion of personality. 

S. Individual gods. — ^In the following discussion 
of the individual gods we shall exclude those of 
other than Italic provenance and also those of this 
provenance that are representative of man singly 
or collectively, living or dead, and of his activities 
and creations. The order of treatment to be 
observed will be based as far as possible on the 
sequence of the Roman’s interests in natural 
phenomena. 

(а) Gods of the sky, atmosphere, and time . — 
Juppiter (lovis, Diovis, Dins, Dieroiter) was the 
chief god of all the Italic stocks. He was the sl^- 
god, or, better, the sky itself together with its 
phenomena, especially that of light. This would 
explain the absence of cults of the sun, moon, and 
stars among_ the early Italians. His importance to 
the farmer is obvious when one considers that the 
conditions of the various crops depend directly 
upon weather and light. The god Liber was an 
independent development from Juppiter Liber, 
and had to do with the fertilization of the seed of 
plants and animalB. - 

Juppiter showed his power in the thunder, 
lightning, and rain, and, m fact, was thought to 
descend in person in the lightning-bolt ; hence bis 
raithets Fulgur and Fulmen. The cult of Juppiter 
Feretrins was apparently a lightning-cnltin origin, 
whatever it was later. The silex known as 
Juppiter Lapis is generally explained as a celt, i.e. 
a thunderbolt, but there now seems to be good 
reason for believing that it was a flint knife 
symbolizing the act of killing. The name of 
•Juppiter was applied to it in order to give it moral 
authority.* As the rain-god, Juppiter was known 
as Pluvius, Pluvialis, and Elicius, and, as god of 
the night-heavens, as Summauus. He is one of 
the few nature-gods of the Romans who took on 
moral attributes. As the numen who has a 
universal survey over boundaries between proper- 
ties, he acquired the title of Terminus — a title 
which was later detached and given an individual 
identity. As Dins Fidius, he was the ever- 
present witness of men’s observance of their 
pledges. To the Roman mind he seemed to sum 
up the positive powers of all the other numina. 

Janus, as Consevius, the power which brings 
the young to the light of day, may bo considered 
as a nature-god. Closely allied with him is the 
feminine divinity. Mater Matuta, who 

‘Tempore . . . certo roicam . . . per ores 
aetherie Auroram deteret, et lamina pandit.' s 

She was a divinity of birth as well as of light. 

The gods of the seasons were relatively incon- 
spicuous. For the name of Angerona the ancients 
had many bizarre explanations. Mommsen is 

robably right in inferring from the occurrence of 

er festival on December 21 that she represented 
the turning of the year. She was thus a dupli- 
cate of Anna Perenna. The god Vertumnus is 
known only vaguely. From his function of pre- 
siding progressively over blossoms and maturing 
fruit we conclude tnat he was a god of the chang- 
ing year. 

(б) Gods of human life, earth, agriculture, and 
herding, — The Genius of man and the Juno of 
woman may be classed as nature-gods because 
they represent functional powers non-human' in 
origin. Genius is the procreative function of the 
individual man in its aspect as a numen, and Juno 
is that of the individual woman. From indi- 
'Proserpina, aelve Salvlam deicere oportet’ (Fox, 'John 
Hopkins TabeUa Defixionum,’ AJPh xxzin. L '[1912] Suppl., 

p. 18). 
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■viduals the names were extended to the two sexes 
so os to include their collective lives and interests. 
But, owing to the great* diversity of men’s activi- 
ties as compared with the few of women, Genius 
never stood out as a single independent figure like 
Juno. Juno presided over the successive stages of 
growth of the child from conception to birth. Her 
union with Juppiter was comparatively late. 

Ceres belongs to the oldest stratum of Italic 
gods. She was the protectress of the crops from 
seeding till harvest. At her spring festival, the 
Cerialia, she was invoked to grant healthy growth. 
Her relation to the prodnetion of the chief staple 
foods of the populace - clearly accounts for the. fact 
that her cult was peculiarly plebeian. 

Tellus, or Tellus Mater, was also of the oldest 
stratum of divinities. She was really Mother 
Earth, but in the narrow sphere of agriculture she 
was the seed-field which received and fostered the 
seed cast upon her bosom. The increasing promi- 
nence of the cults of Demeter and her circle thrust 
Tellus more and more into the background until 
finally she vanished as a name. But under the 
name of Terra Mater she reappeared later, and it 
is probable that the Dea Dia of the Arval ritual is 
no other than Tellus herself. In, certain rites she 
was the representative of the under world.* 

Satnmus (earlier, Ssetumus, from serere, ‘to sow’) 
occupied so important a place among the oldest 
Italic -divinities that Italy was sometimes called 
Saturnia. His primitive function was apparently 
to preside over the sowing of the grain, but gradu- 
ally he acquired oversight over other agricmtural 
operations. The central purpose of his festival, 
the Saturnalia, was to secure proper germination 
of the seed sown at the winter sowing. By a sort 
of contamination he acquired his chthonic character- 
istics from his consort Ops. Only in the legends 
which identil^ him mth foonos and make him the 
ruler of the Golden Age is he endowed with moral 
characteristics. 

Another ancient god of agriculture was Consns. 
His name, connected -with conefere, ‘to store,’ plainly 
shows that he had to do with the garnering of 
the fruits of the field. The underground location 
of his altar at Rome symbolized the practice of 
storing com in pits. Intimately connected with 
Census was Ops, who, as Consiva, was the embodi- 
ment of an abundant harvest rather than a divinity 
of the earth. As Opifera, she guarded the granaries 
against fire. 

Scholars are divided as to the primitive nature 
of Mars (Mavors, Marspiter, Maspiter, Etr. Maris), 
a god common to all the Italic peoples. Some hold 
that he was always and only a god of war ; others 
that he was originally a god of vegetation and of 
the border-lands between the fields and the wild. 
Certainly his association ivith the wolf, the wood- 
pecker, and the ox points to this double relation. 
Quirinus was at first a local epithet of Mars 
peculiar to the Qnirinal Hill. 

With the possible exception of Juppiter, no god 
is so representative of Roman nature-worship as 
Faumis [cf.fauere, ‘to regard with favour’). His 
attributes and the position of his priesthood are 
marks of his being a conception of the earliest 
eriod. He is the kindly spirit of the woods and 
elds who brings fertility to the crops and herds, 
and to the latter protection from the wolves. In 
the hamlets he was the deus agrestis p&r excellence. 
As a wood-god he exhibited a twofold nature. He 
was the speaker of the mysterious voices of the 
forest. Late legends said tnat he cast his oracular 
utterances into verse and thus became the inventor 
of poetry. He was also, in the popular conception, 
a mischievous sprite who brought the nightmare 

» Of. OIL Ti. 16493 : ct. {b. xll. 1932 ; A. DieUrich, iltUUt 
Brde'^, I,eipzig, 1913, passim. 
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(incubus), and who, as Inaus, copulated with the 
beasts in the field. Fauna, as his wife or daughter 
or sister, shared his power of bestowing fertility. 

Silvanns, as the adjectival form of his name indi- 
cates, was a scion of an older god, probably either 
Faunus Silvicola* or Mars.* At all events he 
embodied characteristics of both of these gods. 
He was chiefly a god of the woods, propitious to 
the hunter and shepherd and to the farmstead 
reclaimed from the forest. By an extension of his 
functions he became patron of the house, of gardens, 
and of parks. His cult was wholly private and 
consisted of a very simple open-air ritual. 

Diana was a goddess common to central Italy, 
but especially prominent in Latium and its vicinity. 
Her cult on the Aventino was simply a transference 
of that of Aricia. From her association here with 
the spring-nymph Egeria, who aided women in 
child-birth, and with Virbins, a male divinity of 
apparently like function, and from the connexion 
of women with her cult on the Aventine we judge 
that she too was primitively a goddess of child-birth. 
This function was later obscured through her 
identification with the Greek Artemis, when she 
became the ‘huntress-goddess chaste and fair.’ 

By nativity Venus was purely Italian. Her 
name seems flrst to have signified charm in general, 
then the charm and bloom of nature, and finally 
the goddess presiding in this sphere. She fostered 
the growth of the vine and of plants in market- 
gardens. Her native career was cut short by her 
contact and subsequent identification with Aphro- 
dite, the goddess or love. 

Fortnna, or better, Fors Fortuna, was a nature- 
goddess so far as she represented a force beyond the 
control of man. Perhaps the earliest conception 
of her is as the incalculable element which adjusts 
the conditions of the harvest. Her union with 
Mater Matuta and her cult at Prasneste reveal her 
as a numen which determined the destiny of women 
in child-birth. In her highest development she 
appeared as the incorporate will of the gods, and 
therefore as an ethical force. 

With the spring festival of the Parilia (from 
Palilia, by dissimilation) was connected a divinity 
called Pales (designated variously as male or 
female), who Ranted fecundity to the herds. 

The worship of the trees belongs more properly 
to the study of pre-animism or fetishism than 
to that of nature-gods. There were, however, two 
trees in Home to which the Homans accorded 
honours that were almost divine : these were the 
oak of Jrmpiter Feretrius on the Capitoline and 
the Ficus Huminalis on the slopes of the Palatine. 

The plebeian host of the Sondergotter is too large 
for us to discuss at length (see divAN Religion, 
voh ii. p. 31 f.). Those that spiritualize human 
acts, like Messor, Convector, Saritor, and so forth, 
can be dismissed en bloc. But there is still a large 
group which spiritualize purely natural processes. 
A few of these will serve as illustrations. Seia, 
Segesta, Nodutns, Volutina, Patelana, Lactans, and 
Matura were numina watching over the successive 
stages of the field-crops from sowing to maturity. 
Bubona, Epona, and Pomona fostered the growth of 
cattle, horses, and trees respeetively. Each stage 
of development of the child was also placed under 
the gnaraianship of a special spirit In short, no 
natural process of import for man’s continued well- 
being was left without its cherishing divinity. 

(c) Gods of the water . — The numina of springs 
received much more attention than those of rivers. 
The former were generally thought of as kindly 
young goddesses possessed of the gifts of alleviating 
pain, healing, prophecy, song, and magic. The 
most prominent in Home was Jutuma (earlier 

1 Wlssowi, Religion vnd Knltut der RSmer, p. SIS. 

s S»a FovUr, ReL Szpmeiue, p. 137, 


Diutuma), a divinity of healing. Next to her in 
popularity stood the Camense (cf. carmen, casmen, 
‘song’), who granted ea^ child-birth and were 
called the Eoman Muses. Their leader, Carmoutis, 
was known as a prophetic spirit who sang to the 
new-born child its destiny. Affiliated uith them 
was the nymph Egeria. The prophetic Feronia 
was probably a numen of springs. The large 
number of extant dedications to Fons refer to him 
as the divinity of local springs rather than of all. 

The numina of rivers were conceived as benevo- 
lent old men; hence the epithets Padus Pater and 
Pater Tiberinus. The Umbrian Clitumnus and the 
Campanian Voltumus were of considerable import- 
ance in Italian religious thought. 

Neptunus is to be counted among the oldest gods 
of Rome. His proverbial association with the sea 
is not original, but is due to his identification with 
Poseidon. He is to be interpreted as the numen 
of the element of moisture. His logical develop- 
ment was curtailed in Rome by the apparent 
remoteness of urban life from agricultural interests, 
but among the rustics of Italy and the provinces 
his divinitv was long the object of worship. The 
nymph Salacia, who seems to have represented the 
ebullient nature of springs, was frequently his cult 
companion. 

(a) Gods of the under world and of fire. — Indepen- 
dent Roman attributions of divinity to the under 
world and its phenomena lack sharpness of defini- 
tion. And this was quite natural, for the Roman’s 
first care was for the living and to ensure himself 
a posterity; moreover, he was disinclined to 
speculate on so uncertain a matter os the lot of man 
after death. 

Apparently the chief divinity of the under world 
was Vediovis (Vedius, Veiovis), who seems to have 
been not so much the physical as the logical opposite 
of Juppiter. 

The fire-god Volcanus was far from being as con- 
spicuous as we should have expected him to be in 
the lands of Vesuvius. The explanation is doubt- 
less to be found in the fact that for many centuries 
prior to A.D. 79 the volcano had been quiescent. 
The later significance of Volcanus came with his 
assumption of the personality and functions of 
Hephaistos. Originally he was of the circle of old 
Roman gods, being the god of destructive rather 
than useful fire. 

(e) Gods of disease. — The disease that most con- 
stantly menaced the Romans was, of course, the 
malana, and several phases of its attacks were so 
uniform in character as to impress the Romans that 
they were the work of divine powers. Thus they 
erected a shrine to Febris on the Palatine. Among 
extant provincial inscriptions there are dedicatmns 
to the Dea Tertiana (GIL viL 999) and the Dea 
Quartana {ib. xii. 3129). 

6. Divination and portents. — See art. DmNA- 
TION (Roman). 
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NATURE (Semitic). — All primitive races doubt- 
less started with much the same spiritual capital. 
Environment modified and enlarged it as man de- 
veloped. Natural forces and phenomena presented 
the same mysteries to all alike, and the imagina- 
tion evolved strange, fantastic, mighty forms to 
account for them. In Babylonia and Asia Minor 
Semitic, Aryan, and other race-stocks met and 
mingled. They whispered their fears and their 
speculations to one another and left a heritage of 
myth and story out of which later generations 
framed religions, heresies, and philosophies. The 
Semite looked at things objectively. And yet he 
often spiritualized where the Greek materialized. 
Trees and rocks were to both connected with the 
unseen world, but, while the Greek might see a 
nymph or a maiden changing into a tree to escape 
the pursuit of the god, the Semite regarded the oak 
or the rock as the abode of deity, and the votary 
sleeping in its shadow would hear the divine 
voice through his dreams speaking from the object 
which was his dwelling. 

■The strange, mysterious power, working out 
through nature was, to the Semite, God in action 
— far difierent from the Greek, to whom the gods 
were apart from the world, laughing at mortals, 
fighting with or against them, toying with the 
thunderbolt, or leaping into life from the waves. 
Arabia, probably the Semite’s home, with a land- 
scape rugged and inho.sj)itable, seemed little fitted 
to stimiuate the imagination, but scanty springs 
and palm-trees, seen afar across the steppe, promis- 
ing mod and water, and the sterner phenomena of 
nature as well, aroused ' the elemental religious 
ideas — fear and hope and nascent faith. 

The heavenly bodies must have profoundly 
affected primitive man, and the Semitic nomad 
would see in the moon a beneficent agency. Each 
new moon spoke of bright nights to come, so 
welcome to the shepherd and the desert wanderer. 
The moon-god, called Sin in Babylonia, became the 
father of the circling host of heaven. His influ- 
ence was one of kindness, yet Ps 121®, ‘The 
moon shall not smite thee by night,’ reminds us 
that his beams were baleful as well. In Baby- 
lonia, Uru (Ur) and RarrSn were seats of his wor- 
ship, while Sinai and perhaps J ericho in the west 
were among his shrines. Though his worship had 
been long extinct in Israel, the feast of trumpets, 
new moons. Sabbaths, and the lunar dating of the 
great feasts carry the memory of his cult down 
even to NT times. 

Sun-worship may not have been so ancient; it 
is more easily associated with the agricultural stage 
of society, but it acauired a wide currency. Many 
aspects of the solar aeity were undoubtedly derived 


from the pre-Semitic inhabitants of Babylonia, but 
each division of the Semitic world developed its 
own conception of him according to its varying 
climatic and cultural environment. 

It was Babylonia that developed the most varied 
forms of religion. The Semite coming from Arabia 
forced his way across the Euphrates, and, sword in 
hand, penetrated to the centres of the ancient 
Sumerian civilization. He must have stood amazed 
and awed at the temples and tbe religious system 
which had grown up through unknown ages, but, 
in various ways, this civilization possessed an 
attraction for him, which compelled him to search 
to their depths its innermost mysteries. We can- 
not determine when the conquerors from Arabia 
began their entry, but traces of undoubted Semitic 
worship existed early as far south as the shores of 
the Persian Gulf. In 2500 b.C. the Semites were in 
the ascendant, and under Rammurabi the conquest 
was nearly complete both in civil and in religious 
affairs, yet we must believe that the great triad of 
deities, Anu, En-lil, and Ea, was not originally 
Semitic in its origin, but an inheritance from the 
former lords of the land. The Semitic features of 
these deities were probably a later development. 
The nature element which pervades the triad comes 
out more strikingly in the second series of gods, 
where distinctively solar and lunar elements are 
personified. 

In several of the old Babylonian centres of wor- 
ship we find two gods standing in the relation of 
father and son. M. Jastrow {Aspects of Religious 
Belief and Practice in Babylonia arid Assyria, 
New York, 1911) considers that the older deity 
was in some cases displaced by a later, and, while 
not removed from the pantheon, was regarded as 
the son of his successful rival. En-lil at Nippur 
was called the father of Ninib, who was the older 
deity, and Naha (Nebo) of Borsippa was called tbe 
son of Marduk. The oldest gods, like Ea and 
Anu, remained as somewhat shadowy abstractions 
in the religion. As the Semitic power advanced, 
we hear the names of these old gods principally in 
roells and incantations. The younger Semitic 
deities were the ones invoked in the midst of the 
activities of life, and they were more definitely 
involved in the fortunes of the cities and the States, 
They were also directly associated with the active 
powers of nature — the sun, the moon, the vegeta- 
tive processes and growing life. Here, as elsewhere, 
it is a little difficult to draw the line, and yet it 
seems quite clear that the powerful and violent 
elements of nature were deified by the Semite more 
definitely than by the Sumerian. 

Tammuz was a deity of vegetation ; although at 
times he is identified with the sun, the vegetation 
idea was probably the original one. He seems to 
be a connecting link between the mythologies of 
Babylonia and the rest of the Semitic world, and 
his relationship with Ishtar is a feature which shows 
the underlying thoughts and conceptions of the 
Semitic race. 

The Babylonian priests reduced reli^on to a 
system and worked out a consistent and elaborate 
pantheon. Magic and divination were large ele- 
ments in their scheme, and in the temple libraries 
was a vast mass of religious literature to be used 
for incantations, and for charms to avert evil. 
Above all, and in spite of this, there are surviving 
traces of the power of nature ideas ; for the peculi- 
arity of the Babylonian religion, by which it may 
bo differentiated from that of other Semitic 
branches, was the idea of unfolding life in the 
vegetable, animal, and human world (see, further, 
Johannes Hehn, Die biblische und die babylonische 
Gottesidee, Leipzig, 1913, p. 72). Each of the great 
gods has associated with him a consort, who is, 
however, but a feeble reflexion of his own person- 
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ality and also of the social usages of the people, 
but along with the greater gods, in both the first 
and second triad, we find Ishtar, who is co-equal 
with them, sometimes represented as a consort, 
and sometimes as absolutely independent. In 
Assyria this deity is associated with the national 
god, Ashshur. As is well known, she is a pro- 
minent figure in the religion of the entire Semitic 
world outside lof Babylonia, and with many of the 
same characteristics. We are justified in saying 
that the nature element in the Babylonian religion 
is associated pre-eminently with Ishtar. She is 
the mother-goddess, and her prominence through- 
out the entire Semitic world is an inheritance from 
a matriarchal state of society. 

Among all the gods of the lands of the Tigris and 
Euphrates the most distinctly Semitic deity apart 
from Ishtar was Ashshur, who was the supreme 
god of the Assyrians, standing in a peculiar and 
unique relation to that people. He was on the 
nature side a solar deity, his symbol being the 
solar disk, and he possessed little or nothing of 
the material element that was so easily associated 
with other gods. No image of him seems to have 
been made. While the whole Babylonian pantheon 
was often associated ^vith him in the royal inscrip- 
tions, ho stood at the head, and every other god 
was a member of his court, whose presence and 
lower position but contributed to the glory of the 
supreme god. Ishtar is the outstanding exception, 
who, sometimes as the wife, and sometimes as an 
independent queen, appears by the side of Ashshur, 
the two united in the leadership of the people 
of Assyria, ensuring their victory and enhancing 
their glory. The nature element of Ashshur, how- 
ever, is insignificant, because in him the Assyrians 
approached very close to monotheism. They fell 
short because he was so often the embodiment of 
the warlike spirit and of the overweening national 
pride. 

When we leave the rich civilization of Mesopo- 
tamia, we find ourselves in more primitive and far 
cruder surroundings. The pantheons are smaUer 
and simpler. Certain names are used for the 
deities which seem to be titles rather than proper 
names. There is in most systems a god who is called 
Ba'al, ‘ lord, ’ or Melech, ‘ Jdng. ’ He often possesses 
a solar character, and the forces of groiving life 
and fertility are closely associated ivith him. As 
stated above, the worship of the moon-god had its 
seat at several points in the west. Here, as in the 
lands farther east, the worship of Ishtar was a 
lading cult. In Phmnicia and in Syria, in Pales- 
tine, and even in Cyprus, we find this deity under 
the name of Astarte, of which the Biblical Ash- 
toreth is simply a form marked as abhorrent by 
tbe use of the vowels of bdsheth, ‘shame.’ In 
Arabia the equivalent of this name is'Athtar, a 
male deity — a curious transformation of character, 
due probably to changing social conditions. From 
the OT we leam something of the domination of 
the Astarte worship. To the prophets it was 
abominable and to be rooted out. To the people it 
had a strong attraction, and with each succeeding 
generation one finds recurrent appearances of the 
cult and attempts at reform. Nevertheless, 
certain phases of her worship at first possessed 
remarkable features. It was inevitable that such 
a worship should have originated and persisted 
among the early peoples, and the fact that moon- 
worship was in some way connected with this deity 
is significant. Though this relation is obscure, it 
evidently existed : witness the place-name, Ash- 
taroth Kamaim. The perversions of the worship 
may have been inevitable, but they were recognized 
by the people themselves in their better moments 
as perversions. It is easy to identify this goddess 
with Mother Earth. Tbe ceaseless circuit of the 


seasons— life emerging as it does from the soil, 
bursting into bloom, drooping and perishing in the 
cold of ■winter, or parched by the drought of 
summer — must have impressed the primitive mind 
more powerfully than anything else, and we find 
these phenomena reflected in myths and epics, 
M'hich come do'wn to us from the earliest ages. 

The descent of Ishtar into the lower world, ‘the 
land whence none return,' in search of Tammttz, 
one of the most ancient of these epic fragments, is 
a striking illustration. As the goddess moves 
downward from one stage to another, change and 
decay take place in the upper world, vegetation 
languishes and dies, and all the gracious activities 
of life cease. With Ishtar’s return — for she is a 
goddess — there is a revival of life aud the emer- 
gence of the world from its death-like sleep. So 
varied and powerful were the aspects and repre- 
sentations of Ishtar that her cult permeated the 
religious thought of Syria and Asia Minor. In the 
Grseco-Roman mythologies one goddess was not 
sufficient to represent all that Ishtar embodied. 
Demeter, the goddess of the grain fields. Aphrodite, 
the goddess or love, and Artemis, wearing so often 
the homed moon as an emblem and appearing in 
such remarkable form as the patron of Ephesus, 
are all reflexions of the Semitic Ishtar, and each 
one shows the intimate connexion with nature 
which her personality represented. This is one of 
the many features m which the Western world 
became a debtor to the Semite. The persistence 
of the idea of a mother-goddess is evident doivn 
to modem times. 

Closely associated with Ishtar was Tammflz, who 
also represented the powers of nature, but whose 
personality is subsidiary to that of Ishtar. _ His 
cult, however, extended ■widely. We find it in S. 
Babylonia earlier than the Gilgamesh epic, and in 
Syria the myth of Ishtar and Tammflz has left 
indelible marks. The stream which to-day ‘ runs 
purple to the sea’ was originally, according to the 
old myth, stained by the blood of the slain god, for 
whom, in times of religious decadence, women 
were seen weeping even in Jemsalem and in the 
Temple precincts (Ezk 8“). The name Adonis, 

‘ lord,’ through which the memory of his worship 
descends to us, is but the title of the god. 

High-place worship belongs to the latest as well 
as to the oldest strata of the religion. Scattered 
over Syria and throughout Palestine are standing- 
stones and pillars. Some of these may be the sur- 
■vivals of stone circles, which probably -w'ere the 
Avork of an older and vanished race ; but, if so, the 
seal of sacredness ivliich they left has been respected 
by the Semite. But, in addition, jutting fragments 
of rock ■were often invested Avith sacredness, or a 
Avorshipper set up a pillar, anointed it Avith oil, and 
paid there his vows. The most sacred spot to-day 
in Mecca is the Ka'bah, a surviA'al of heathenism, 
AA-hich Muhammad Avas unable or reluctant to 
supersede. The traveller in Palestine sees on 
many a hill-top the white dome of a well, which 
under the name of a saint preserves the memory of 
an ancient god, or jinn. Image-Avorship probably 
finds its origin here, for the stone was conceived to 
be the habitation of deity ; but, inert as the stone 
is, and materialistic as the form may be, some of 
the grandest conceptions of deity come to us from 
this source. ‘ Great mountain ’ the Assyrian some- 
times called his god. ‘ My Bock and my salvation 
(Ps 62’) the HebreAv Psalmist sang, and ‘as the 
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so Jahweh 
is round about his people ’ (Ps 125’) became a ■\vatoh- 
word of faith. Indeed, in Syria and the Sinaitic 
peninsula the mountain itself was one of the most 
revered objects. Volcanic peaks seemed aflame 
with God ; the loftiness of the mountain carried 
one’s thoughts ineA'itably to the skies. The sacred- 
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ness of Mt. Sinai, Mfc. Hor, and Mt. Hermon is 
attested by traditions and by shrines •which sutt 
round their bases. Their tops could seldom be 
reached, but the ■worshipper could al'ways offer his 
prayers and his sacrifices ■with the assurance that 
they ascended to the deity ■who dwelt ■within the 
mountain. On the top of M t. Hermon were an altar 
and a temple. The peaks around Mt. Hermon are 
crowned with altars and temples, which were 
continued down even to the Greek period. Mt. 
Hor had its peculiar sacredness, attested by the 
tomb of Aaron on its summit, which is revered by 
the Arabs and guarded with the most superstitious 
care. 

The cult of the sun-god was probably a feature 
of settled agricultural life. Several of the older 

f ods have titular names which imply sun-worship. 

'erhaps these, however, were later additions to 
the onmnal function of the god in question. But 
Ba'al Melkart of the Phoenicians was a san.god. 
The Ba'als* of Canaan were probably the same. 

Moon-worship among the Hebrews seems to have 
died out before the entry into Canaan, although 
the prominence of lunar feasts is evidence that 
this deity occupied a high place at an earlier stage 
in the nation^s history. The crude forms ■were 
eliminated and the survivals were re-consecrated 
and purified. 

The three great agricultural feasts testify to the 
early dominance of vegetation-deities. The green 
tree, denounced by the prophets because associated 
so often ■with heathen wor^ip, was a reminiscence 
of the desert, when the tree, a rare feature of the 
landscape, showed where the god chose to dwell. 
The streams and fountains so abundant in Palestine 
were revered there, much as they were upon the 
steppe, where they were often the gathering- 
places of the nomads for the decision of quarrels 
(cf. the name En Mishpat, ‘fountain of judg- 
ment’), and where the truce of God stilled tribal 
antipathies. 

We can see how strong the influence of climate 
was upon religion and relipous expression. The 
theology became richer as it approached the lands 
of settled habitation, where there were not only 
pastures, but gardens and forests. That which was 
occasional and remarkable in desert life became 
common and abundant. 

A peculiar manifestation of nature-religion, 
common to many primitive peoples, was totemism 
iq.v.). The prevalence of this among the Semites 
has been disputed, but there are many evidences 
that totem tribes existed and that totem customs 
were observed. The number . of animal-names 
found both among individuals and among clans 
testifies to the fact, and, while we must beware of 
assuming that every animal-name given to men 
was in some way an expression of totemism, yet 
there is a sufficient number of cases where we can 
be sure that a totem existed, and that the animal 
and the man were brothers in blood. The dog 
tribes and the leopard tribes considered their 
eponym as their kinsman, in some mysterious way 
connected with the clan or tribal deity. Some- 
times this god was supposed to assume the form of 
a dog, panther, or other animal. The totem was 
seldom eaten — ^never as a common article of food, 
but only in rare cases as a sacrament, whereby the 
life of the clan was strengthened and renewed by 
partaking of this life of the beast from which it 
was named, and undoubtedly the god was a sharer 
in the feast, if he were not also conceived of as 
being consumed ■with the flesh of the victim. 
Vague and obscure as our knowledge of totemism 
is in its details and in its philosophy, through it 
we obtain a vision of the conception of life among 
the primitive^ Semites. The world around was 
palpitating with the life of deity, and in tree and 


fountain, in the inert stone even, and in the 
animals familiar to their eyes God was seen. The 
conception was crude and materialistic, but it con- 
tained the germ and inner principle of that which 
was capable of unfolding into the highest spiritual 
expression. 

When we consider the Hebrew people and their 
forms of relimous life, we must look at them from 
two points of view : (1) the prophetic, which gives 
ns an interpreted history together ■with profound 
ideals ; (2) tne historic, through which we are able 
to trace unfolding conceptions of God and the 
world. OT literature is full of beautiful and ex- 
pressive poetical figures ; underlying many of these 
are nature-myths, from which the base and crude 
elements have fallen aw^ ■under the teachings of 
priests and prophets (of. Fs 19 ■ivith its description 
of the sun). Many religious rites and customs 
retain traces of an older day. The combination of 
pastoral and agricultural feasts at Passover pre- 
serves the memory of the transition from nomadic 
to settled life. In the ritual are crystallized 
remainders of nature-worship. The calf-worship 
which was prevalent at times in the Northern 
Kingdom is evidence of the persistence of nature 
ideas. The fact that it was not always denounced 
shows what a hold it had upon the relipon, but its 
final disappearance and the abhorrence which was 
felt for it as time went on show how drastic was 
the reformation and how completely itovermastered 
national life. We now know that the obscure 
allusions to Bahab in the poetry are the reminis- 
cences of an ancient creation-myth, in which 
strange nature ideas are interwoven. This may 
have come down from the Sumerian religion 
through a Babylonian medium, but its presence in 
the OT shows how far the relimon had travelled from 
the polytheistic forms and ideas once so prevalent. 
Psalms like the 29th, describing the sweeping of a 
storm across the land from Hermon to the wilder- 
ness, certain of the Psalms of the Ascents, where 
the mountains and the hills add glory to the de- 
scription, the figures in the older poetry — all attest 
the power which nature had upon the Hebrew 
mind. Nature is not deified in the OT, but its 
power upon the imagmation and its value in carry- 
ing most forcibly religious ideas are manifest on 
nearly every page. The description of God Him- 
self m many of the poetic passages shows the 
dominance of early conceptions and early forms of 
speech. ‘ When he rode upon a cherub and did fly, 
when he flew upon the wings of the wind ’ (Ps 18'®), 
when He manifested Himself in the lightning and 
the thunder, we are inevitably reminded of the 
materialistic representations of God by nations of 
different culture, and of different religious ideas 
among the Semites themselves. 

To recapitulate : in the highly developed religion 
of the Babylonian the naturalistic element receded 
into the background, and, while interesting sur- 
■vivaJs are found in invocations, incantations, and 
epics, the old theology was conventionalized with 
tne developing priesthood and ritual. 

The Semite, who had reached an amcultural 
stage and had become interested in thej^enomena 
of seed-time and harvest, worshipped the forces of 
nature, and ’ these were gradually personalized. 
The sun-god was the lord, the Ba'al. It was he 
who bestowed the gifts of fruits and grain, and 
filled barns with abundant harvests. His worship 
was ■wide-spread over Syria and Palestine. The 
notions of leadership and fatherhood were associ- 
ated ■with him, as the names ‘king’ and ‘lord’ 
testify, as well as the terms ‘father,’ ‘brother,’ 
‘ kinsman.’ We see here the growth towards the 
larger and more abstract notions of the theologies 
of Babylonia and Assyria, but it ■was nature and 
nature’s luxuriant productiveness that seized upon 
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the imagination and the religions sense of the 
people. 

As for the nomad, the mysterious ponder that 
dwelt behind the things that he saw was revered and 
feared. Nature in its unexpected manifestations 
awakened in him the vague notion of a deity. Yet, 
when we have reached this stage, we know that 
behind it lay on uncharted period when ideas were 
forming and personification had hardly reached 
the point of expression. Everything that we find 
in the Semitic relimon points to animism as the 
basis and origin. Just where animism begins we 
perhaps may never know, but that it existed in 
primitive man and in the primitive Semite we 
may be sure. The strange things that happened 
without the intervention of man, the capricious 
actions of nature and of nature-forces, compelled 
the individual to believe that there was some 
mysterious agency with an intelligence or power 
superior to man’s that wrought the changes and 
either blessed or cursed the helpless votary. 
Naive expressions in the earlier portions of the OT 
itself show how prevalent such notions wore and 
how difficult to eradicate. 

The appreciation of natural beauty and the thirst 
for it were latent in the mind of the primitive 
Semite, and he possessed a remarkable ability to 
absorb and assimilate. At the outset the palm- 
tree, which satisfied so many of his needs, as a 
product of the great and abounding life of nature, 
might easily symbolize a god. The spring that 
flowed from some cavern or from beneath a rook in 
the midst of the desert, turning the sands into 

f rass with reeds and rushes, was fed, not by 
uman hands, nor by the clouds above, but by 
Deity Himself. Man might imitate the god and 
irrigate desert spots, but the human work was a 
feeble copy of the divine, and the fountain had 
a reverence all its o^vn. But, when the Semite, 
wandering from his native deserts, came to lands 
where water-courses were numerous, vegetation 
varied, and trees, with many waving branches and 
fluttering leaves, abundant, he seemed to be in the 
very ante-chamber of Paradise. Like his own 
deserts when touched by fertilizing streams, his 
soul responded and its desert blossomed, whether 
in the arts of civilization or in the varied forms of 
religion. Taking colour from his surroundings, as 
he so often did, he was, nevertheless, not merely 
a reflector of that with which he came in contact, 
but a creator ns well. Whatever he touched he en- 
riched, and he left to posterity such new glories that 
the world outside has become hie debtor for ever. 
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A. S. Carrier. 

NATURE (Slavic). — Our knowledge of Slavic 
religion is very limited, but we have a number of 
vague allusions to nature-worship. ‘ They rever- 
ence rivers and nymphs and other “daemons’” 
(Procopius, de Bell. Goth. iii. 14). Bohemian 
sermons in the 12th cent, abound in exhortations 
against nominal Christians of whom ‘some worship 
the sun, some the moon and stars, some rivers and 
fires, some mountains and trees.’ Similar refer- 
ences are found in Helmold {Chron. Slav. L 62, 83 
[MOn xxi.]), Cosmas of Prague {Font. Jier. Bohem. 
62, 83 [ift. ix,]), and elsewhere. 


I. Heavenly bodies. — For sun-worship there is 
little evidence. A god Dazbogu, mentioned in 
various texts, is usually identified with the sun- 
god, because his name glosses Helios in a Slavic 
translation of a Greek fragment of George Hamar- 
tolos (cf. Leger, La Mythologic slave, pp. 118-121). 
The marriage of sun or moon with the morning- 
star is a common theme of the folk-songs of the 
southern Slavs. At weddiuM it was customary 
among the people to nickname bride and bridegroom 
as morning-star, sun, or moon. Krauss, however, 
does not see in these customs any evidence for 
former sun- or moon-worship ( Volksglaube tend rel. 
Brauch der Siidslaven, p. 1 if.). 

_ 2. Mountains. — Thietmar (Chron. viii. 69) men- 
tions a mountain in Silesia which was worship^ 
on account of its great sire. 

3. Groves and trees. — There are numerous refer- 
ences to holy groves, forests, and trees. In 1008 
Wigbert destroyed Zutibur (Sveutibor, ‘holv 
forest’), a grove which was worshipped in all 
respects as a god. The oak was particularly holy. 
Constantine Porphyrogenetns (012-959) gives an 
account of a Russian voyage on the Dnieper : 

'When they arrived . . . they made aacriflcca . . . becanse 
they found there a very largre oak, and they offered up lirinz 
I birds' (de Adminitt. Imptr. ix.). 

! The oak-tree was associated with the sacred spring 
and perpetual fire. 

' Heroord telli us that near Stettin there was ‘a lar^ and 
' leafy oak, with a most excellent fountain beneath it^hicb the 
^ simple people thourht the habitation of some god' (Vita Otton. 
tJf(JzrxU.704J). 

[ 4. Thunder, etc. — ^In texts of the 14th, 16th, 

; and 16th centuries a god Svaroziezu is mentioned. 
‘They invoke tire, ciQling it Svaroziezu* (Le^er, 
however, believes that this deity is a god, not of fare, 
but of war [p. 235 f.]). According to A. Guagnini, 
the monastery of Pemnu was built on the site of 
an idol of Perunu, which had been worshipped by 
the people of Novgorod. 

'It represented a roan hoidine ... a stone. In form like a 
thunderbolt In honour of the Idol burned by day and nlyht 
a fire of oak-wood ’ {Sarm. JSurop. Deterip., Spine, 1681, p. 83). 

It is hard to know how Guagnini could have 
obtained this information. ‘ An oak of Perun ’ is 
mentioned in a Galician charter, A.p. 1302. The 
god Perun is mentioned by Nestor in his account 
of the treaties made between Greeks and Russians 
(Chron. 21, 31, eta). He is, in all probability, 
referred to by Procopius ; 

'They considered one god, the creator of the lightning, to bs 
the only lord of ail things ’ (lil. 14). 

The word * Perun ’ is identical with the Czech word 
for ‘ thunderbolt ’ ; it does not occur in Serbian or 
Bulgarian texts. Perun survives in folklore. In 
a Galician tale Pieron appears to a nobleman to 
the accompaniment of thunder and_ lightning (cf, 
Leger, p. 67 ff.). He is mentioned in the Slovak 
ballads collected by J. Kollar ; 

' The god Ferom behind the clouds . , . 

. . . suddenly launched the thunderbolt’ 

(quoted by Leger, p. 60). 

When the treaty with the Greeks was concluded 
(A.D. 945), Igor went up to the hill where there 
was an idol of Perun, but the Christians took their 
oath in the chapel of St. Elias._ Among all Slavic 
people Elias appears as the saint of thunder and 
lightning, the master of wind and rain. 

5. Agriculture, etc. — In the government of 
Eursku and of voroneezu it is customary at the 
end of the harvest to leave a handful of twisted 
com in the fields. This is known as ‘ twisting the 
beard of Elias,’ sometimes as ‘twisting the beard 
of Peran or Volos.’ Volos, god of flocks, is men- 
tioned, together with Pemn, by Nestor in nu 
account of the treaty of A.D. 971. In Russian 
folklore his place has been taken by St. Blaise, 
patron saint of herds. It has been maintained, 
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indeed, that the so-called god is derived from the 
Christian saint (of. Leger, pp. 111-117 ; and G. 
Krek, in Arch, fur slav. Phil. i. [1876] 134 flf.). 

Literattok. — F. S. Krauss, Volksglaube und riligiote 
Brauch der Siidslaven, Munster, 1890; L. Leger, La Mj/th- 
dlogie tlave. Paris, 1901 ; further literature is given in Leger, 
ch. i. • Les Sources de la mythologie slave,' and Introd. pp. i-xix. 

Enid Welsfoed. 

NATURE (Teutonic). — ^From Caesar we have 
the following statement : 

' The Germans . . . acknowledge no gods hut those which 
are objects of sight and by whose power they are apparently 
benefited, the sun, moon, fire. Of others they know nothing, 
even by report ' (de Bill. GcM. vi. 21). 

This is so difficult to reconcile with the testimony 
of Tacitus and others that it has been thought 
(perhaps too hastily) that Caesar entirely mis- 
understood the nature of Teutonic religion. 
Natural phenomena undoubtedly played some 
part in Teutonic cult. i 

•The inhabitants of Thule [i.s. Scandinavia] worship many 
gods and "daemons," in heaven and air, earth and sea, ana 
other “daemons" who are said to be in the waters of wells 
and rivets ' (Procopius, de Bill, Oath. ii. 16). 

From Canute’s Anglo-Saxon Laws we learn that 
‘heathenship is to nononr heathen gods, and sun 
or moon, fire or floods, wells or stones or trees of i 
any kind ’ (cf. B. Thorpe, Ancient Laws and | 
Institutes of England, London, 1840, p. 162). ’ 

1. Heavenly bodies. — In Germany prohibitions i 
of observance connected with the sun or moon are 
found in early Christian sermons or penitentiaries, i 
The Decrees of Burchard of Worms (t 1024) men- 
tion pagan traditions, ‘ id eat ut elementa coleres, 
id est lunam aut solem aut stellarum cursnm’ 
(P2» cxl. 960). In the Merseburg charm Sunna is 
mentioned along with Wodan and Frfta. Bede 
(de Temporum Ratione, 16) mentions two Anglo- 
Saxon goddesses, Hreda and Eostur, after whom 
the months of March and April were named. We 
know nothing further of these deities. The word 
Eostur is connected with Lat. Aurora, Gr. ’H(ir, 
Skr. UsSs, Lith. Auszra, all of which denote 
personification of the dawn. Lith. Auszrine, 
morning-star, is derived from Auszra. Sun and 
moon, day and night, are personified in the 
O. Norse poems of the older Euda. Snorri counts 
Sol as one of the Asynjur (t.e. goddesses). See art. 
Sun, Moon, and Stars (Teutonic). 

2. Fire. — Our only evidence for actual fire- 
worship (besides the disputed passage from Caesar) 
comes from the passage from Canute’s Anglo- 
Saxon Laws which has already been given. Fire 
undoubtedly was of some importance in religious 
ritual. In Scandinavia there are some instances 
of a claim to property being established W carry- 
ing fire round it (cf. Landndmahdk, v. 3 ; Erbyggja 
Saga, 1-7) or shooting the fire-arrow towards it 
(Landn. iii. 8). In the temple of the Icelander 
Thorgrim there ‘was always to be fire, which 
should never go out ; they called that consecrated 
fire ’ (/slenrftnpo Sogur, i,). In Gylfaginning gsd 
the Edda poems a being called Surtr is spoken of 
as the watchman of Muspellheim, the world of 
fire. He has a flaming sword and will bum up 
everything at the end of the world. It has been 
suggested that Surtr is a volcano-god of Icelandic 
origin (cf. B. S. Phillpotts, in Arkiv for nord. 
Filol. xvii. [1905] 14 ff.). 

3. Thunder.— Our knowledge of the cult and 
attributes of the Teutonic thunder-god is derived 
almost exclusively from Scandinavian sources. In 
England traces 01 his cult are probably preserved 
in place-names such as Thundersley, Thunders- 
fielu. ‘ Latona Jovis mater ’ is translated ‘ Thunres 
mo6r’ in Anglo-Saxon (Grimm, Teut. Mythology, 
p. 189). In Germany there are a number of place- 
names compounded with ‘Donner’ (ib. p. 170). 
Thuner appears with Wodan and Saxnot in the 
O. Saxon renunciation formula. Latin ‘Jovis 


dies’ is translated by O.E. Thunoresdaeg, 
O.H. Germ. Donarestag, O.N. Thdrsdagr. The 
name of the Scandinavian god Thor is identical 
with the word for thunder employed by all 
Teutonic peoples, but in Iceland the word went 
out of use, and, consequently, in 0. Norse and 
Icelandic literature Thor’s connexion wth the 
elements is almost forgotten — except perhaps in 
Snorri’s account of the duel with Hrungnir : 

•Afterwards he saw flashes of lightning and heard great 
thunder-claps; and then he saw Thor in his divine wrath* 
(Shdldshaparmdl, p. 104), 

In Denmark and Sweden, on the other hand, Thor 
was always remembered as a nature-god. 

•Thor who is thunder and lightning presides in the air; he 
rules overwinds and rain, fair weather, and Iruittul seasons' 
(Adam of Bremen, Gala Bammahurg. iv. 26). 

He survives in Swedish folklore as the opponent 
of trolls and giants, waging war on them by 
means of thunder and lightning (cf. Craigie, 
Scand. Folk-lore, p. 17), In Gothland thunder is 
known as Thorsaka ( ‘ the driving of Thor ’). Thor 
is represented as the son of OSin. His mother is 
called sometimes JorS (Earth) and sometimes 
Fjbrgynn, which is probably a derivative from Idj 
•perkuns, ‘an oak.’ It is probable that the 
thunder-god of the Teutons, like that of other 
European peoples, was originally associated with 
the oak. iSt. Boniface cut down a large tree at 
Geismar in Hesse which the pagans called ‘robur 
Jovis.’ 

4. Trees, CToves, etc. — We have numerous 
references to Teutonic ‘ groves grim with ancient 
rites, and oaks resembling a barbaric divinity’ 
(Claudian, de Laudib. Stilich. i. 229-231). In 
moat cases the grove was simply a sanctuaiy 
revered as the haunt of a deity, but sometimes it 
was in itself the obiect of devotion. The Icelander 
Thorir ‘ worshipped the grove.’ Often the sacred 
spring is associated with the sacred tree. 

Near the Swedish temple at Upsaia there was ‘ a huge tree 
with wide-spreading branches, always green winter and summer 
. . . there was also a fountain, where the pagans were wont to 
make sacrifices and to throw in a living man' (Adam ol 
Bremen, iv. 26, schol. 1S4). 

This type of tree-sanctuary seems to have pven 
rise to the conception of the universal, three-rooted 
tree, the Yggdrasil’s ash, of Northern mythology. 
Under the root which belongs to the iEsir (t.e. the 
gods) is Urtfarbrunnr. Every day the Noma 
sprinkle Yggdrasil’s ash with water from this 
spring, BO that the tree never withers or decays, 
but ‘stands ever-green over the spring of fate’ 
( Valued, 19). The link between the tree-sanctuary 
and the idea of the world-tree is perhaps to be 
found in the VSrdtrod, the ‘ guardian-tree ’ which 
stands beside the homestead in many parts of 
Sweden, and was possibly regarded, at one time, 
ns the abode of the guardian-spirit of the family. 
A marvellous tree called Lmraifr stands beside 
Valboll and may represent the guardian-tree of 
the divine community (cf. Gyif. p. 49 j also 
Chadwick, in JAI xxx, 30). 

5. Water. — Water-worship was very common 
among the Teutons. Procopius (ii. 25) states that 
the Franks who invaded Italy A.D. 639 threw the 

I Gothic women and children into the Po as a sacri- 
; fice. The Anglo-Saxon penitentia^ of Egbert 
imposes penance on those ‘who bring alms to a 
fountain ’ (ii, 22, ap. Thorpe, p. 371). The canons 
of Edgar (16, ap. Thorpe, p. 396) also forbid well- 
worship. In Landndmabdk, v. 5, we are told that 
Thorstein Kedneb ‘ worshipped the waterfall.’ 
Water was considered the abode of monstrous 
beings, Mimir inhabited the spring beneath one 
of the roots of Yggdrasil’s ash. In Germany his 
memory survives in place-names .(cf, Mogk, 
Germanische Mythologie, p. 305). In songs of 
Smaaland we hear of Mimessjo, and Mimesa, 
which flows from it, where a water-spirit has his 
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habitation. In Vdluspd the waves are called ‘sons 
of Mimir.’ The waves are also called ‘daughters 
of .(Egir’ (Mogk, p. 303). The latter appears to 
be_ a good-natured being associated with the sea. 
His name may be connected with Goth, ahtoa, 
‘ water.’ His wfe Ean, ‘ the unmannerly,’ repre- 
sents the sterner aspects of the ocean. 

■Then tbejEsir became aware that Ean possessed a net in 
which she caught all those men who came into the sea’ 
(Sidlcht, p. 109). ‘Then came a wave . . . and flung four men 
overboard. . . “Now is it likely,” said Frigjof, “that some of 
our men will visit Ean ... I think it right that every man 
should carry some gold vrith him ... we will cut the red 
ring . . . 

Before .®gir slays us 

Gold shall be seen on the guests 

In the middle of the hall of Ean 

If we need night-quarters there (FriSjof Saga, vi.). 

6. Mountains. — In the 6th cent. Agathias (ffist. 
1 7) mentions ‘ hills ’ among various other objects 
of Alemannic worship. Thorolf Mostrarskegg, one 
of the first Icelandic settlers, had so great a rever- 
ence for the hill which he called Helgafell that 
'he enjoined that no man should look upon it 
unwashed . . . and nothing was to be destroyed 
there ’ [Landn. ii, 12). 

7. Earth. — For the Teutonic worship of the 
earth-deity our chief information comes from 
Tacitus (Germ. 40). From him we leam that 
certain maritime tribes had a common worship of 
Nerthus, ‘id est, terra mater.’ In Scandinavian 
mythology the name of the god NjSrffr is identical 
with that of Nerthus, but there has been a change 
of sex and function. NmitJr rules over udnds and 
calms the sea and fire (Gylf. p. 31 f.). The cult of 
Nerthus seems to have been inherited by Frey, the 
son of NjorCr, who was closely connected uith 
Upsala, the famous Swedish sanctuary. We also 
hear of a goddess Freyja, who seems to be a female 
counterpart of Frey, who is represented as her 
brother, and of a corresponding Danish deity, 
Gefion, who created the island of Sjaelland by her 
four-ox plough. In an Anglo-Saxon charm for 
fruitfulness invocation is made to ‘ Free, erce, erco 
eorSan motSr.’ For the phrase ‘eorSan raoCr’ we 
have an exact parallel in Lettish ‘Semmesmate,’ 
mother of earth (cf. Chadwick, Orig. of Ena, 
Nation, ch. x. ). The Anglo-Saxon legend of Scyid 
Scefing is probably to be derived from agricultural 
ceremonies (ib. p. 274 ff.). The well-known Scandi- 
navian story of the death of Balder probably 
ori^nated from certain rites of the type made so 
familiar to us by J. G. Frazer in The Golden 
Bough. 

The preamble to the Icelandic code of laws 
(A.D. 9527) provided that seafarers were to take 
do'^^ the figure-heads from their ships before 
arriving in sight of Iceland, and not sail up to the 
land ‘ wth gaping heads and yavvning snouts lest 
tho land-vcettir should take fright thereat.’ The 
belief in land-vcettir, the spirits of the soil, seems 
to have been a development peculiar to Icelandic 
religion, and to have been a very real factor in the 
life of the people. The Icelander Egil Skalla- 
grimsson believed that Norway also had its land- 
vcettir, and by means of threats he tried to turn 
them against his enemy King Eric Blood-axe. 

‘He turned the horse's head so that It pointed towards the 
land. "1 turn this curse on the land-vcettir who dwell In this 
country, so that they shall all go astray, and no one of them 
■ball find his home”* (JEgiUkallagrimm Saga, 60). 

8. Animals. — According to Gregory of Tours 
(Hist. Franc, ii. 10), the I’ranks worshipped birds 
and beasts. In the Life of St. Barbatus (t 683) 
there are references to the snake-worship of the 
Lombards. There are several allusions to animal- 
worship in the sagas. 

‘ Frej-faxi (a horse) . . . was owned by a man named Brandr, 
who Is said to have worshipped it' {Grimm, p. CSO). ‘Ograld 
was a kin^ and a mighty warrior, who made great sacrifices to 
a certain cow, and had her with him wherever he went' (Saga 
of OCaf Trgggvajon, 71). 


9. Winds and other natural phenomena. — 

‘Whence comes wind?’ asks Qangleri (Gg\f, p. 26). Hir 
replies, 

‘He is called Corpse-swallower 
Who sits at the end of Heaven 
A “Jotun ” in eagle's form, 

From his wings 
Wind is said to come 
Over all mankind.' 

The storm-winds howling through the forest 
were often thought to be the souls of the dead 
riding out on the Wild Hunt. In parts of 
Scandinavia and Germany this host is attributed 
to the god Wodan-OSin (of. Mogk, p. 337111). It 
is chiefly due to this fact that Oiyin is so often 
described as a wind-god. We hear, however, of 
other leaders of the ‘raging army,’ Holda, Perchta, 
Dietrich von Bern, etc. Osin’s connexion with 
the Wild Hunt is probably quite secondary, and 
due to the fact that he was already worshipped as 
god of the dead. 

Other mythological beings such as the god 
Heimdallr and his opponent Loki are sometimes 
(but with insufficient evidence) regarded as per- 
sonifications of natural phenomena. In Scandi- 
navian literature the earthquake is explained as 
the quivering of Loki when the poison drops fall 
on him (cf. Gylf. _p. 80). The Jotnar (=A.S, 
eotenas) may be, m origin at least, nature- 
‘daemons.’ This is suggested by the occurrence 
in Scandinavian mythology of the great wolf 
Fenris, and MiSgarSsormr, the world-snake, and 
the hrim-pursar, the frost-giants who had such 
good reason to fear Thor’s hammer. The name of 
the Jotun Thrymr (who was killed by Thor for 
stealing his hammer) is connected with Ynima, the 

O. Norse word for ‘ thunder-clap.’ In this case we 
seem to have rival personifications of the same 
element. 
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ffist. Franeorum (MGff, ‘Script. Meroving.’ i. (18S4)); Adam 
of Bremen, GestaBammabnrgensisJ!celesuspoitMeum(ilGlI, 
‘Script.’ vii. 2670.) ; Saxo Grammaticus, ffist. Daniea, i.-ir., 
tr. 0. Elton and F. T. Powell, lAJndon, 1894 ; the poems of the 
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ed. K, Hildebrand and H. Gering, Paderbom, 1912 ; Sfiorri 
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Edda, ed. E. Wilken*, Paderbom, 1912) ; LandnimabCk (‘ The 
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Enid Welsfohd. 

NATURISM.— See Animism. 

NAVAHO. -^i. Introduction. — The Navaho 
belong linguistically to the Athapascan stock, one 
of the largest and most widely distributed of the 
linguistic families of N, ./^erica. The great 
interior of the northern portion of the continent is 
occupied by this stock, where they are to be found 
in the valleys of the Mackenzie and Yukon Eivera 
and in the interior of British Columbia. This 
northern division has been discussed under the 
name Ddn6 (q.v.). A second division occupies the 
coast and western portions of southern Oregon and 
northern California. These in part have been 
treated under the name Hupa (q.v.), one of the 
best known Athapascan tribes of this region. 

In the south, besides the Navaho, there are 
several tribes, generally called Apache (q.v-), 
which are closely connected with the Navaho in 
language and, in large measure, in religion also. 
These Apache tribes are : the Mescalero, who live 
in the more elevated region between the Rio Grande 
and Rio Pecos in eastern New Mexico; the 
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Jicarilla, consisting of two bands formerly living 
on either side of the Rio Grande in northern New 
Mexico ; and, in western New Mexico and eastern 
Arizona south of the high plateau, several Apache 
taibeSj similar in culture, which will be referred to 
in this article as the Western Apache. The 
Navaho themselves live in a vast high plateau 
between the Little Colorado and San Juan Rivers 
in northern Arizona and north-western New 
Mexico. There are 30,000 or more of these pastoral 
semi-agricultural people in this district, wno have 
for the most Mrt been little influenced by the 
religion of the Europeans. 

Between these Athapascan-speaking peoples of 
the south, the Navaho and Apache, and their 
linguistic relatives of the north, represented by 
the D 6 n 6 and the Hupa, there seems to be no more 
connexion in religious observance and mythology 
than exists between other linguistically unrelated 
N. American tribes. In a general way the Navaho 
religion is similar to that practised by their neigh- 
bours occupying the Pu^lo villages of the Rio 
Grande valley and the Hopi mesas. It is true, 
however, that the Navaho and Apache have a well- 
developed cycle of myths and a belief in a number 
of gods with personal names not shared, as far as 
is knoAvn, by any other people. 

*. Mytholoey. — ^The creation-myth recognizes a series of 
worlds Imposed one above the other. A pre-existing race was 
driven from the lower world by floods. According to the 
Navaho version, they escaped to this world by means of hollow 
reeds which grew miraculously until they reached the sky of 
the lower world, the surface of this one. With these animal- 
like men came the gods who have human form. As a result of 
sexual misbehaviour there were born a number of man-eating 
monsters, who preyed upon the people until only one woman 
was left, Estsanatlehi. Lying exposed, she conceived by the 
rays of the rising sun, and gave birth to a daughter. This 
daughter, after failing to secure conception in this manner, 
succeeded when she lay under a waterfall. Her child, sired by 
the water, was a boy, the culture hero Nalyenesgani. In some 
versions Nalyenesgani is the eon, not the grandson, of the sun 
and Estsanatlehi, and has a ' brother,' according to the native 
terms, his mother’s sister's son, bom of water. The boys (or 
the boy, according to the version), coming to manhood in a tew 
days’ time, go on a long and dlflioult Journey to the home of the 
sun in the east. They are given directions for this journey by 
Spider Woman, whom they encounter on the way. Arrived at 
the house of the sun, they are subjected to certain teste and are 
then given a sweat-bath, during which they are moulded Into 
finished human shape so that in form they are indistinguishable 
from the sun himself. Being supplied by the sun with weapons 
with which to slay the monsters, they return to earth on a 
streak of lightning and set about their mission. One by one 
the monsters are overcome, a trophy being taken in each case. 
Incidentally there occurs a discussion of the old problem of the 
presence of good and evil in the world, since certain semi-evils 
— old age, poverty, and cold— were allowed a continued exist- 
ence on certain conditions. After the task of ridding the world 
of evil had been completed, the culture-hero went to live at the 
mouth of the San Juan river and Estsanatlehi to the western 
ocean, where she receives the sun as he sets. 

Men themselves were created in various ways. According to 
the Navaho, the gods placed ears of com of various colours 
between blankets, which, animated by the wind, became boj;a 
and girls. These, considered relatives, married other semi- 
divine couples. People were also produced by Estsanatiehi by 
rubbing cuticle from her side. The origins of agriculture, of 
the clan organizations, and of the various ceremonies are 
explained by separate myths, which frequently relate the ex- 
periences of certain individual men. 

Agriculture was introduced by a young man so devoted to, 
and uniformly unfortunate in, gambling that his relatives were 
on the point of killing him. With the help of the gods be 
floated down a large river in a hollow log, escaping many 
dangers by the way. His pet turkey had followed, and, hear- 
ing a desire lor something to plant, spread its wings and shook 
out seed-com of the various colours. This com, together with 
tobacco and melons, was planted on a flat by the river, where it 
matured with miraculous rapidity. The young man found and 
married the daughter of Deer Eaiser, who gave his daughter os 
her marriage-portion the game animals which until this time had 
been kept m enclosures. Most of the ceremonies ore believed 
to have been obtained from the anthropomorphic gods, who 
live in the cUff-mina and the mountains. Some man in dire 
need is taken to the homes of the gods and taught the songs, 
prayers, and dances of the ceremony. Being relieved himself, 
he is bidden to return to his fellow-men and teach them what 
he has learned. 

3 . Religious ceremonies. — The Apache, and in 
all probability the Navaho, hold adolescent cere- 


monies for maturing girls. The ml during the 
time is called Estsanatlehi. WhUe she dances, 
songs are sung for her during four nights. The 
ceremony is concluded on the morning of the fourth 
night with a race by the girl and the painting of 
the girl and the spectators with white earth. The 
songs sung are those of Naiyenesgani, which he 
obtained of the sun when he was given the sweat- 
bath. During the nightly ceremonies for the girl 
masked men representing the anthropomorphic 
gods come in procession and dance. A special 
series of songs connected with their cult is sung for 
them. 

There are healing ceremonies of various sorts 
which, among the Navaho, take place in a specially 
built house. Masked men representing the various 
gods participate in the ceremony. The songs of 
the two kinds mentioned above are sung and many 
prayers are recited. The final night, usually 
the tenth of the ceremony, is given over to a 
public spectacle during which much amusement is 
furnished by cloivna. 

One of the striking features of Navaho cere- 
monies is the use of dry paintings. Under the 
direction of the priest in charge, large and elabor- 
ate pictures are made on the floor of the lodges by 
sprinkling down dry pigments. These pictures 
usually represent scenes taken from the myths, 
which also furnish the themes of the songs. The 
use of pollen is also noteworthy. It is sprinkled 
as the accompaniment of prayer, and is used to 
mark out trails and indicate boundaries. 

The religion of the Navaho and Apache, like 
that of the Hopi, is largely conditioned by sesthetio 
motives. The arrangement of the parts of the 
songs and of their sequence in groups is according 
to a numerical rhythm. The songs and prayers 
are filled with imagery and refer constantly to the 
four world-quarters with which are associated 
colours, certain semi-precious stones, and definitely 
named gods. 

The major ceremonies of the Navaho and Apache 
are held under the direction of individual priests 
who by long study have acquired the ritual, which 
may include a hundred or more songs, many 
prayers, numerous and elaborate dry paintings, 
and various detailed items of knowledge. This 
information is most frequently, but not necessarily, 
obtained from an older relative. Many individuals 
have charms or fetishes which ward off evil or give 
good luck in hunting and the raising of their flocks 
and herds. The ceremonies connected with agri- 
culture are but little known. 

4 . Objects of worship. — The religion of the 
south-west is of great interest, rivalling in its com- 

r ity that of the Plains and north-west coast of 
America. From the myths, songs, prayers, 
and other sources of information it appears that 
natural objects are of supreme importance in 
Navaho and Apache religion. The sun, the moon, 
dawn, sunbeams, rainbows, lightning, the four 
world-quarters, wind, and the aU-pervading dark- 
ness are all mentioned and invoked as powerful 
agents concerned in human affairs. Besides these 
are the godsof human form, the yaw of the Apache, 
the yei of the Navaho, immortals who live in 
hollow mountains or in the cliff-ruins. They join 
with men in their ceremonies, particularly those of 
healing, which they have themselves provided as a 
cure for human ills. These anthropomorphic gods 
are by some believed to be the ghosts of ancestors, 
although the Indians themselves look upon them 
as a separate race who preceded men upon the 
earth, various animals are also objects of worship. 
The bear is generally associated with healing and 
the panther with hunting. Of the tabus that 
which prevents the eating of fish is the most 
important. 
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1910 ; P. E. Goddard, ‘Jicarilla Texts ’ Anthropological Papers 
of the Amer. Mus. of Sat. Hist. viil. [1911] ; F. Rnssell, ‘Myths 
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P. E. Goddard, 

NAYARS. — 1. Introduction. — The habitat of 
the NSyars (‘Narse’ of Pliny) is the extreme 
sonth-western littoral of the Indian peninanla 
between Cape Comorin and Point Dely, 16 miles 
north of Cannanore, a strip of beautiful thickly- 
wooded country from 20 to 60 miles in width, flat 
only near the sea — ^where is a chain of lagoons — 
and in the rice-flelds. This portion of the Madras 
Presidency is knoivn as Malabar, divided politically 
between the Malabar District of British India and 
the native States Cochin and Travancore — ^in all 
about 11,000 square miles.* The incidence of popu- 
lation is, in parte, higher than it is in Belgium. 
In its peoples, history, customs, land-tenures, and 
ordinary ways of life Malabar is unlike the rest of 
India. The architectural style of the mosques 
and temples is curiously like that of Nepal; the 
forms of jewellery resemble those of Sind. The 
very origin of Malabar is the subject of myth, 
Parasurania, wishing to create a new land for the 
re-establishment of aharma, is said to have raised 
it from the sea from where he stood, at Cape 
Comorin, to as far as he could fling his axe. The 
land which emerged from the sea was the ancient 
KSrala, its old and well-loved name. Protected 
by its physical barriers, the high western Ghats, 
Malabar has survived apart from the turmoil which 
has changed the face of India, the home of rigid 
conservatism in customs, beliefs, and practices. It 
is a miniature world. Highest of the Hindus are 
the Nambatiri Brahmans, purest of the Vedic 
stock and faith, sacerdotal, aristocratic, rich ; 
lowest are jungle folk having a nasal index of 
nearly 100*, guiofed bj’ the crudest animistic ideas.* 
Below the Nambatiris are the Nayars, and in a 
descending scale is a variety of peoples in different 
conditions of culture. 

The orthodox view of the Nambatiri Brahman 
is thus stated in an ofScial document of Travancore : 

‘ EU person Is holy ; fats directions are commands ; his more- 
ments are a procession ; bis meal is nectar ; be is the holiest of 
hnman beings ; he is the representative of Qod on earth.’ 

2. Inheritance, marriage laws, etc. — Descent 
among the Nambatiris is patrilineal. Eldest sons 
alone marry ; their sons inherit the family properly. 
Younger sons are authorized to mate morganati- 
cally with Navar women. In the cases of the 
royal houses of Travancore and Cochin and families 
of lesser chiefs and people of importance, the 
fathers are always Nambatiris. The Nfiyars are 
divided into clans which are mostly but not entirely 
exogamons. By a rule, infringement of which w 
never condoned, a Nayar woman is allowed to 
associate intimately with a man of her own clan 
or of a superior clan, or with a Nambatiri, but 
never with one of an inferior clan or caste. The 
former practice is known as anuldman, ‘ following 
the hair,’ Its converse, jorariVdman, ‘going against 
the hair ’ (or ‘ grain ’), brings complete social degra- 
dation. 'The restrictions placed upon NSyar men 
are well expressed in the Lttsiad : 

‘ The hsnghty nobles and the vulgar race 
NevermBstjointheconjugal embrace ’ 

(tr. W. J. Mickle*, London, 1793, bk. vll. p. 166). 

Mother-right obtains. A man’s sister’s sons, not 
his own sons, are the heirs. As a rule, the woman 
remains in her own tarawad (‘ household ’), where 
she is visited by her husband. She may visit him, 

1 Hills and forests where no NSyars live excladed. 

5 On the fringe of Hinduism, but not, strictly speaking, 
Hindus by caste. 


or he may visit her for a period, but she never 
joins her husband’s tarawad ; she brings np her 
children, who are members of her tarawad, m her 
household. The eldest male — the karanavan, as he 
is ealled — conducts the entire management of the 
tarawad property. Nayar girls without exception 
observe certain formalities before entering upon 
the marriage state. Chief of these is the tdli-kettu- 
hilayanam (‘ marriage-token-tying-ceremony ’), 
obligatory before attainment of puberty. A boy 
whose horoscofie is in agreement with the girl’s is 
usually the bridegroom for the occasion— which, 
however, confers upon him no prescriptive right to 
her person. 

* A cloth Is severed into two parts and each part Is given to 
the mana vilen (bridegroom) and the girl separately,’ svmbollo 
of divorce (Report of the Malabar Marriage Commission, lladras, 
1891, p. 16). 

Subsequently, under formal family consent she 
forms an alliance which constitutes marriage. 
While the Nambatiris’ marital arrangements are 
governed exclusively by considerations of property, 
those of the Nayars are not. Position, pnde of 
family, and the like naturally exert influence, but 
the Nayar marriage involves no transference of 
family property. It is never mercenary. 

The Nayars were the military element Thus 
in the Lusiad wo read : 


‘By the proud Niyres the noble rank is claimed ; 

The toils of culture and of art they scorn. 

The warrior’s plumes their haughty brows adorn ; 

The shining faulchion brandished In the right. 

Their left arm wields the target in the fight. 

Of danger scornful, ever armed they stand 
Around the King, a stern barbarian band’ 

I (bk. Til. p. 166). 

Now, while the NSyar no longer knocks the hilt 
of his sword against his shield ns he walks along 
his shaded lanes to warn low-caste people to wait 
at a distance until he passes by, lest their proximity 
should pollute him, he is almost as careful to pre- 
vent pollution from whatever source, for personal 
purity, cleanliness, is an essential of his religion. 
Pollution is conveyed by a person of inferior caste 
approaching a Nayar within a prescribed number 
or paces as well as by the slightest contact, and 
the N&yar is especially careful to permit no viola- 
tion of this social rule when, having bathed and 
donned clean clothes, he returns home after his 
devotions in the temple. Bathing before eating is 
imperative. _ . 

3. Religion. — The Nfiyars are Hindus; their 
religion is therefore Hinduism, But, as a Travan- 
core Hindu observes, 

‘ Hinduism Is a very comprehensive term, and has many sh^es 
and degrees of varying hues In it, ranging from BrahmsnUm, 
the bignest and purest and most philosophical form of Theism, 
and the fetish worship of the aboriginal castes. ... it bMln 
Its course of evolution from nature-worship to its present form 
passed through various phases, has come in contact wiw aa 
the other religions of the world and has imbibed something 
from all. It is, in fact, “ all tolerant, all compliant, 
hensive, all absorbing.” Hence it has been found dl^nlt to 
exactly define what Hinduism means’ (V. Nagam Alya, Tracan- 
core State Manual, ii. 39, iS). 

Undoubtedly the belief in the transmigration of 
Bouls as caused by the law of karma is its most 
distinguishing feature. 

* “ As we sow, so shall we reap.” So long ns this f^optrine M 
the basis of a Hindu's belief, it is a safe guide inciting him to do 
good and deterring him from evil. Every moment of his uauy 
existence the pious Hindu is reminded of the law of JtarM, 
that “every deed in his life . . . leads to its legitimate resmU 
in one’s future life, whether it be in another world or in another 
existence in this world.” Self-righteousness lies at the root or 
Hindu religious belief, and no man is counted righteous except 
through his works, acts and thoughts ’ (ib. p. 103). 

Self-realization, self-mastery, control of the mind 
are the ideal. 


•As all action, right or wrong, proceeds from dMire, and M 
desire springs from the mind, the mastery of ones mind ana 
habit to which uncontrolled mental activity makes a toap • 
slave, constitutes true worship; and all rights and ceremonials 
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are either preparations for or applications of that masterj;* 
(N. Sobramanya Aiyar, Cemua of India, 1911, vol. xxiii. pt. i. 
p. 199). 

The use and purpose of sacred images are ivell 
described by the same writer ; 

‘ Although in the anxiety to exonerate themselves from the 
charge of venerating what is in substance a piece of stone or 
metal, apologists have not been wanting to explain away these 
Yigrahas as mere symbolic representations to catch the popular 
mind or, at most, mechanical aids to concentration, the fact 
remains that according to Hindu Scriptural texts and to the 
belief of the great mass of worshippers, the image Is a living 
Divine presence. The basio theory of image-worship as far as 
one is rible to make out from enquiry and research, is that, in 
the image, a particular power among the various Powers or 
Gods provided in the scheme of cosmic order ... is embodied, 
and placed . . . within reach of those who may not have the 
power to dive into the occult but none the less real world* Kb. 

p. 201). 

Throughout S. to the east of the 'Western 
Ghats, Hinduism in its varied aspects is conspicu- 
ously sectarian, followers of even the same sect 
often exhibiting active and bitter hatred of each 
other in their quarrels concerning unimportant 
details of ceremonial. Worship by a votary of 
Siva in a Vi 9 nu temple would be unthinkable. 
But in ‘ the Land of charity,’ a name hy which 
Malabar is known, it is quite otherwise. Secta- 
rianism is unknown. Vi 9 nu and Siva are little 
more than mere names. Whether Bhagavati is 
male or female no one knows or cares. An avatar 
of Vi§nu may be found in the list of evil spirits 
acting under control by a magician. This local 
non-sectarian character of Hinduism is, probably, 
largely due to the influence of the great philosophi- 
cal religious teacher, Sankaracharya, expounder 
of the 'Vedanta, who is held in special veneration 
■by the Nambutiiis and by the Nayars. Himself a 
Nambutiri Brahman, he was bom, as most scholars 
now agree, in N. Travancore in A.D. 788. 

* He preached the universal doctrine that nli created things, 
animal, vegetable and mineral, are manifestations of a supreme, 
eternal, unchanging and impersonal Spirit, Br&hman, through 
U&yfL and openly proclaimed the absence of difference between 
Vishnu and Siva, laying down sectarian neutrality as an in- 
violable law tor Ktrala'^fN. S. Aiyar, Census qf India, 1901, 
xxvi. rbivandrum, 1903], pt. L p. 101). 

Another name for Malabar was ‘ Karmabhtlmi,* 
the significance of which is given as follows ; 

'The spiritual salvation of the inhabitants of this land de- 
pends on good actions, as contrasted with the East Ooast . . . 
where a man obtains salvation by mere birth irrespective of 
his notions, as the land itself is consecrated ground ’ (V. N. Aiya, 
1 , 1 ). 

But, while the lofty ideas of the Vedanta philo- 
sophy inspire, more or less, the Nambfitiri in almost 
every moment of his life, they do not in the same 
degree of completeness represent the religious ideas 
of the Nayar, who is far more deeply imbued by 
the lower, the magico-religious, cult. In the case 
of the Nayar the serpent is an object of regular 
worship. 

‘ A serpent Knvu (shrine) or an abode of snakes Is on indis- 
pensable adjunct to every Nayar house ’ (ii>. ii. 69). 

A Nayar house, even of the very poorest class, is 
always detached, in its own well-shaded garden. 
Around the shrine the trees and shrubs are un- 
touched by the axe. Images are placed, and, in 
addition to periodical ceremonies, ofierings are 
made ‘ there in propitiation of the serpent gods ’ 
(i6. ii. 61). 

The myths and legends relating to serpents are 
innumerable. In addition to the serpent, AdiSesha, 
who supports the earth and is the bed of Maha 
Visnu, the cow, giver of all things, the bull, a vehi- 
cle’ of Siva, and the Brahmany kite, a vehicle of 
Vi^nu, are held sacred. Sacred trees are ; asvatta 
(Ftcus religiosa), circumambulated by women desir- 
ing children, and by men to avert the evil influence 
of Saturn under which every man suffers during 
some period of his life ; its twigs are indispensable 
in all sacrificial offerings to the gods ; hilva {Mglc 
marmelos), sacred to Siva ; tulasl {Ocymum sanc- 
tum), to Vi§nu. ‘ The worship of animals and plants 
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is not outside the cult of the most Sfistraic Hindu’ 
(N. S. Ayar, p. 99). There is ‘ no clear line . . . 
between the Animists and the Hindus’ {V. N. 
Aiya, ii. 39), and it is to the many minor deities, 
serpent and other, and the more notorious spirits 
of mischief and evil that the Nayar offers most of 
his devotion. This may be called the land of 
magic ; for magic in aU its bearings — ^witchcraft, 
divination, oracular demonstrations, and so on — is 
an actuality of life. Every Nayar wears on his 
person from childhood at least one amulet and 
more often several amulets, each one consisting 
of a magic formula or a figure enclosed in a golden 
case. Expression of religious feeling is seen in 
ceremonies, notably those concerned with hirth 
and death, and during religious festivals. After 
the seventh month of pregnancy the Nayar woman 
bathes and worships in the temple every morn- 
ing, and before her morning meal she eats a 
small quantity of butter over which holy mantras 
(‘charms’) have been muttered by priests. Per- 
sonal ceremonies, ante-natal, during childhood — 
such as naming a child, boring its ears, and so on 
— and throughout life, are numerous. When death 
is at hand, before the breath leaves the body each 
member of the household, one by one, pours into 
the mouth of the dying man a few drops of water 
from a little cup formed of leaves of the tula^, 
holding in the hand a piece of gold over Avhich 
the water runs. A light is kept burning day and 
night, and near it a large measure of unhusked 
rice and a small quantity of husked rice, while 
one member of the taraw&d holds the head of the 
dead in his lap, the body lying on plantain leaves, 
as relatives enter to bid farewell. As conducive to 
the happiness of the dead, cremation takes place 
•without delay. The body is washed, anointed, and 
covered with new cloths, and, as it is being carried 
to the pyre— always to the south— the senior male 
present tears from one of the cloths upon the 
body a piece, which he fastens round his waist ; 
and he holds in his hand, or sticks in his waist, a 
piece of iron. He is the chief mourner. The 
corpse is laid head to the south, and on the fuel, 
which, all or in part, must be wood of the mango 
tree, is placed a little camphor, sandal- wood, and 
ghx (clarified butter). No elder member of the tara- 
wad of either sex may be present. The deceased’s 
ounger brother or nephew lights the pyre at the 
ead. The son may, at the same time, apply fire 
at the feet of the corpse. "While it is being con- 
sumed, every member of the tarawad bathes in the 
small pond which is in the garden of every NSyar’s 
house. The chief mourner carries a pot of water, 
pierced so that the water spills as he walks thrice 
round the pyre ere the corpse is consumed, and 
dashes the pot to the ground. A small image of the 
deceased is then made of raw rice, and rice and gin- 
gelly seeds are offered to it. Balls of food are 
offered daily during the follo'wing seven days, and 
at the end of this period all members of the tara- 
wad bathe together, the chief mourner ha'ving in 
his possession the strip of cloth and the piece of 
iron. During these seven days the deceased is 
represented by a piece of palm-leaf, knotted and 
placed upright in the ground. The essence of the 
food goes direct to the spirit of the deceased and 
appeases him. The piece of cloth and the piece of 
iron are tied to a pillar of the house nearest the 
palm-leaf. The food is scattered to crows or 
thro'wn into water. Death-pollution continues 
untU the fourteenth day, when the calcined remains 
are carried in a pot to a river and thrown into it. 
Then follows more ceremonial bathing, and on the 
fifteenth day the purificatory ceremony takes place, 
releasing the members of the tarawad from the ban 
of the death-pollution. Subsequently there are 
other ceremonies and the chief mourner remains un- 
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of the Amer. llus. of Sat. Hist. vui. [1911] ; F. Rnssell, ‘Myths 
Ol the Jicarilla Apa^e,’ JAFL x3. [1898] 253-276. 

P. E. Goddard, 

NAYARS. — I. Introduction. — The habitat of 
the Nfiyars ('Narte’ of Pliny) is the extreme 
south-western littoral of the Indian peninsula 
between Cape Comorin and Point Dely, 16 miles 
north of Cannanore, a strip of beautiful thickly- 
wooded countiy from 20 to 60 miles in width, flat 
only near the sea — ^where is a chain of lagoons — 
and in the rice-fields. This portion of the Madras 
Presidency is known as MalaWr, divided politically 
between the Malabar District of British India and 
the native States Cochin and Travancore — in all 
about 11,000 square miles.* The incidence of popu- 
lation is, in parts, higher than it is in Belgium. 
In its peoples, history, customs, land-tenures, and 
ordinary ways of life Malabar is unlike the rest of 
India. The architectural style of the mosques 
and temples is curiously like that of Nepal ; the 
forms of jewellery resemble those of Sind. The 
very origin of Malabar is the subject of myth. 
Parasurnma, wishing to create a new land for the 
re-establishment of dharma, is said to have raised 
it from the sea from where he stood, at Cape 
Comorin, to as far as he could fling his axe. The 
land which emerged from the sea was the ancient 
KSrala, its old and well-loved name. Protected 
by its physical barriers, the high western Ghats, 
Malabar has snrvived apart from the turmoil whieh 
has changed the face of India, the home of rigid 
conservatism in customs, beliefs, and practices. It 
is a miniature world. Highest of the Hindus are 
the Nambatiri BrShmans, purest of the Vedic 
stock and faith, sacerdotal, aristocratic, rich ; 
lowest are jungle folk having a nasal index of 
nearly 100*, ^ded by the crudest animistic ideas.* 
Below the Nambatiris are the Nayars, and in a 
descending scale is a variety of peoples in different 
conditions of culture. 

The orthodox view of the Nambatiri BrShman 
is thus stated in an official document of Travancore ; 

‘Hi* per«on 1* holy ; his direction* are command* ; his move- 
ment* are a procession ; bis meal i* nectar ; he is the holleit o{ 
hnman beings ; he Is the representative o( God on earth.’ 

2 . Inheritance, marriage laws, etc. — Descent 
among the Nambatiris is patrilineal. Eldest sons 
alone marry ; their eons inherit the family property. 
Younger sons are authorized to mate morganati- 
cally with Nayar women. In the cases of the 
royal houses of Travancore and Cochin and families 
of lesser chiefs and people of importance, the 
fathers are always Nambatiris. The NSyars are 
divided into clans which are mostly but not entirely 
exogamous. By a rule, infringement of which is 
never condoned, a Nayar woman is allowed to 
associate intimately with a man of her own clan 
or of a superior clan, or with a Nambatiri, but 
never with one of an inferior clan or caste. The 
former practice is known as anuldman, ‘ following 
the hair.’ Its converse, pratiloman, ‘ going against 
the hair ’ (or ‘ grain ’), brings complete social degra- 
dation. The restrictions placed upon Nfiyar men 
are well expressed in the Lusiad : 

•The hanghty noble* and the mlgar race 
Never must Join the conjugal embrace’ 

(tr. W. J. Mickle*, London, 1793, bk. vll. p. 166). 

^ Mother-right obtains. A man’s sister’s sons, not 
his ou-n sons, are the heirs. As a rule, the woman 
remains in her own tarawdd (‘ household ’), where 
she is visited by her husband. She may visit him, 

1 Hills and forest* where no Niyars live excluded. 

* On the fringe of Hindnlim, bat not, strictly ipealdng, 
Hindu* by caste. 


or he may visit her for a period, but she never 
joins her husband’s tarawad; she brings up her 
children, who are members of her tarawdd, m her 
household. The eldest male — the karanavan, as he 
is called — conducts the entire management of the 
tarawad property. Nayar girls without exception 
observe certain formalities before entering upon 
the marriage state. Chief of these is the tali-ketiu- 
Tcalaydnam (‘ marriage -token -tying -ceremony ’), 
obligatory before attainment of puberty. A boy 
whose horoscope is in agreement with the girl’s is 
usually the bridegroom for the occasion— which, 
however, confers upon him no prescriptive right to 
her person. 

‘A cloth is severed into two parts and each part ia given to 
the mana vilen (bridegroom) and the girl separately,’ eymbolio 
of divorce (Report of the Malabar Marriage Commission, Madrai, 
1891, p. 16). 

Subsequently, under formal family consent she 
forms an alliance which constitutes marriage. 
While the Nambatiris’ marital arrangements are 
governed exclusively by considerations of property, 
those of the Nayars are not. Position, pnde of 
family, and the like naturally exert influence, but 
the Nayar marriage involves no transference of 
family property. It is never mercenary. 

The Nayars were the military element. Thus 
in the Lwsiad we read ; 


‘By the prond N&yres the noble rank Is claimed ; 

The toils of culture and of art they scorn. 

The warrior’s plume* their haughty brows adorn ; 

The shining faulchion brandished in the right. 

Their left arm wields the target in the fight. 

Of danger scornful, ever armed they stand 
Around the King, a stem barbarian band’ 

(bk. vU. p. 166). 

Now, while the NSyar no longer knocks the hilt 
of his sword against his shield as he walks along 
his shaded lanes to warn low-caste people to wait 
at a distance until he passes by, lest their proximity 
should pollute him, he is almost as careful to pre- 
vent pollution from whatever source, for pereonal 
purity, cleanliness, is an essential of his religion. 
Pollution is conveyed by a person of inferior caste 
approaching a Nayar within a prescribed number 


of paces as well as by the slightest contact, and 
the NSyar is especially careful to permit no viola- 
tion of this social rule when, having bathed and 
donned clean clothes, he returns home after his 
devotions in the temple. Bathing before eating is 
imperative. _ . 

3 . Religion. — The NSyars are Hindus; their 
refigion is therefore Hinduism. But, as a Travan- 
core Hindu observes, 

‘ Hinduism Is a very comprehensive term, and ha* iMny ihades 
and degree* of varying hues In it, ranging from Brahmanism, 
the highest and purest and most philosophical form of Theism, 
and the fetish worship of the aboriginal castes. . . . It hu W 
it* course of evolution from nature-worship to it* Present form 
passed through various phases, has come In imntact with au 
the other religions of the world and has imbibed something 
from all. It is, in fact, " all tolerant, all compliant, all TOmpre- 
hensive, all absorbing.” Hence it has been found difficult W 
exactly define what Hinduism means’ (T. NagaroAiya, Travan- 
core State Manual, ii. 89, 42). 

Undoubtedly the belief in the transmigration of 
souls as caused by the law of harma is its most 
distinguishing feature. 

* " As we sow, so shall we reap.” So long as this d^trlne is 
the basis of a Hindu’s belief, it is a safe guide inciting him to oo 
good and deterring him from evil. Every ° 

existence the pious Hindu is reminded of theJf’T of KarM, 
that " every deed in his life . . . leads to it* legitimate resffiW 
in one’s future life, whether It be In another world or in ahotoer 
existence in this world.” Self-righteousness lies at the root or 
Hindu religious belief, and no man is counted righteous eicepv 
through his works, act* and thoughts ’ (ib. p. 103). 

Self-realization, eelf-mastery, control of the mind 
are the ideal. 

•As all action, right or wrong, proceed* from dMire, 
desire 8 prin;r 9 from the mind, the mastery of ones mina sno 
habit to which uncontrolled mental activity mtkes s 
slare, constitutes true worship ; and aU Tight9 *nd cCTcnaoniAi# 
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are either preparations lor or applications of that mastery’ 
(N. Subramanya Aiyar, Census qf India, 1911, vol. xxlii. pt. 1. 
p. 1D9). 

The use and purpose of sacred images are "well 
described by the same ■writer ; 

• Although in the anxiety to exonerate themselves from the 
charge ol venerating what is in substance a piece ol stone or 
metal, apologists have not been wanting to explain away these 
Vigrahas as mere symbolic representations to catch the popular 
mind or, at most, mechanical aids to concentration, the fact 
remains that according to Hindu Scriptural texts and to the 
bellel ol the great mass ol worshippers, the image is a living 
Divine presence. The basic theory ol image-worship as lar as 
one is able to make out Irom enquiry and research, is that, in 
the image, a particular power among the various Powers or 
Gods provided in the scheme ol cosmic order . . . is embodied, 
and placed . , . within reach ol those who may not have the 
power to dive into the occult but none the less real world’ (ib. 

p. 201). 

Tbrougbout S. India to tbe east of tbe Western 
Gbats, Hinduism in its varied aspects is conspicu- 
ously sectarian, foUo'wers of even the same sect 
often exhibiting active and bitter hatred of each 
other in their quarrels concerning unimportant 

t etaUs of ceremonial. Worship by a votary of 
iva in a Visnu temple "woula be unthinkable. 
But in ‘ tbe Land of charity,’ a name by which 
Malabar is kno'wn, it is quite otherwise. Secta- 
rianism is unkno-wn. Vi^nu and Siva are little 
more than mere names. Whether Bhagavati is 
male or female no one knows or cares. An avatar 
of Visnu may be found in the list of evil spirits 
acting ■under control by a mamcian. This local 
non-sectarian character of Hinduism is, probably, 
largely due to the influence of the great philosophi- 
cal religious teacher, Sankaracharya, expounder 
of the Vedanta, who is held in special veneration 
by the Nambfltiris and by the Nayars. Himself a 
Namb^utiri Brahman, he was horn, as most scholars 
now agree, in N. Travancore in a.d. 788. 

‘ He preached the universal doctrine that all created things, 
animal, vegetable and mineral, are manifestations of a supreme, 
eternal, unchanging and impersonal Spirit, BrAhman, through 
U!iy& and openly proclaimed the absence of difference between 
■Vishnu and Siva, laying down sectarian neutrality ns an in- 
violable law for K4rala’ (N. S. Aiyar, Census qf India, 1901, 
xrvi. [Trivandrum, 1903], pt. i. p. 101). , 

Another name for Malabar was ‘ Karmahhilmi,’ 
the significance of which is given as follows ; 

* The spiritual salvation of the inhabitants of this land de- 
pends on good actions, as contrasted with tbe East Ooast . . . 
where a man obtains salvation by mere birth irrespective of 
bis actions, as the land itself is consecrated ground ' Cv. N. Aiya, 
i.l). 

But, while the lofty ideas of the Vedanta philo- 
sophy inspire, more or less, the Nambutiri in almost 
every moment of his life, they do not in the same 
de^ee of completeness represent the religious ideas 
of the Nayar, who is far more deeply imbued by 
the lower, the magico-religious, cult. In the case 
of the Nayar the serpent is an object of regular 
worship. 

'A serpent Kavu (shrine) or an abode of snakes is an indis- 
pensable adjunct to ever}’ Nayar house ' (if), ii. B9). 

A Nayar house, even of the very poorest class, is 
always detached, in its ©■wn well-shaded garden. 
Around the shrine the trees and shrubs are un- 
touched by the axe. Images are placed, and, in 
addition to periodical ceremonies, offerings are 
made ‘ there in propitiation of the serpent gods ’ 
(i6. ii. 61). 

The myths and legends relating to serpents are 
innumerable. In addition to the serpent, Adisesha, 
who supports the earth and is the bed of Maha 
Vi^nu, the cow, giver of all things, the bull, a vehi- 
cle of Siva, and the Brahmany kite, a vehicle of 
Vi|nu, are held sacred. Sacred, trees are : asvatta 
{Ficus rcligiosa), circumamb-ulated by women desir- 
ing children, and by men to avert the evil influence 
of Saturn under which every man suffers during 
some period of his life ; its twigs are indispensable 
in all sacrificial offerings to the gods ; hilva {jFgle 
marmclos), sacred to Siva; tulasl {Ocymum sanc- 
tum), to Vi§nu. ‘ The worship of animals and plants 
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is not outside the cult of the most S9.straio Hindu ’ 
(N. S. Ayar, p. 99). There is ‘ no clear line . . . 
between the Animists and the Hindus’ (V. N. 
Aiya, ii. 39), and it is ■to the many minor deities, 
serpent and other, and the more notorious spirits 
of mischief and evil that the Nayar offers most of 
his devotion. This may be called the land of 
magic; for magic in all its bearings — ^witchcraft, 
divination, oracular demonstrations, and so on — is 
an actuality of life. Every Nayar wears on his 
person from childhood at least one amulet and 
more often several amulets, each one consisting 
of a magic formula or a figure enclosed in a golden 
case. Expression of religious feeling is seen in 
ceremonies, notably those concerned with birth 
and death, and during religious festivals. After 
the seventh month of pregnancy the Nayar woman 
bathes and worships in the temple every morn- 
ing, and before her morning meal she eats a 
small quantity of butter over which holy mantras 
(‘charms’) have heen muttered by priests. Per- 
sonal ceremonies, ante-natal, during childhood — 
snch as naming a child, boring its ears, and so on 
— and throughout life, are numerous. When death 
is at hand, before the breath leaves the body each 
member of the household, one by one, pours into 
the mouth of the dying man a few drops of water 
from a little cup formed of leaves of the tulasi, 
holding in the hand a piece of gold over which 
the water mns. A light is kept burning day and 
night, and near it a large measure of ■nnhusked 
rice and a small quantity of husked rice, while 
one member of the tarawad holds the head of the 
dead in his lap, the body lying on plantain leaves, 
as relatives enter to bid farewell. As conducive to 
the happiness of the dead, cremation takes place 
without delay. The body is washed, anointed, and 
covered ■with new cloths, and, as it is being carried 
to the pyre — always to the south — the senior male 
present tears from one of the cloths lapon the 
body a piece, which he fastens round his waist ; 
and he holds in his hand, or sticks in his waist, a 
piece of iron. He is the chief mourner. The 
corpse is laid head to the south, and on the fuel, 
which, all or in part, must be wood of the mango 
tree, is placed a little camphor, sandal-wood, and 
ghi (clarified butter). No elder member of the tara- 
Vlad of either sex may be present. The deceased’s 
younger brother or nephew lights the pyre at the 
bead. The son may, at the same time, apply fire 
at the feet of the corpse. While it is being con- 
sumed, every member of the tarawad bathes in the 
small pond which is in the garden of every NayaPs 
house. The chief mourner carries a pot of water, 
pierced so that the water spills as he walks thrice 
round the pyre ere the corpse is consumed, and 
dashes the pot to the ground. A small image of the 
deceased is then made of raw rice, and rice and gin- 
gelly seeds are offered to it. Balls of food are 
offered daily during the follo^wing seven days, and 
at the end of this period all members of the tara- 
wad bathe together, the chief mourner having in 
his possession the strip of cloth and the piece of 
iron. During these seven days the deceased is 
represented by a piece of palm-leaf, knotted and 
placed upright in the ground. The essence of the 
food goes direct to the spirit of the deceased and 
appeases him. The piece of cloth and the piece of 
iron are tied to a pillar of the house nearest the 
palm-leaf. The food is scattered to crows or 
thro^wn into water. Death-pollution continues 
until the fourteenth day, when the calcined remains 
are carried in a pot to a river and thro^wn into it. 
Then follows more ceremonial bathing, and on the 
fifteenth day the purificatory ceremony takes place, 
releasing the members of the tarawad from the ban 
of the death-pollution. Subsequently there are 
other ceremonies and the chief mourner remains un- 
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shaven either for forty-one days or for a year.^ The 
people who practise these rites are good Hindus, 
and, according to the tenets of their relirfon, the 
spirit, which is emancipated from the hody at 
death, at once inhabits another body, for suffering 
or enjoyment measured by the deserts of the bodily 
existence which has just ceased. This is the higher 
religion. Nevertheless they admit that the spirit 
is connected with the shadow, not with the breath, 
and feel in their hearts that it still lingers in the 
house and absorbs the essence of the food offered 
to it, and that it must be propitiated or it will 
cause harm to the living. Tliis is the lower 
religion. The religion of the Nayar is a mixture 
of both. 

Sacrificial offerings consist usually of cereals, milk 
products, or flowers, but there are occasions when 
cocks are decapitated, and, rarer still, when black 
goats are smothered. Nayar pilgrims, while on 
the way to one of the more important shrines 
during the annual festival, indulge in every kind 
of disorderly and even obscene conduct, which not 
only is permissible, but is, for this occasion only, 
the right conduct; while on the return journey 
they are in possession of that calmness which 
follows communication with unutterable mysteries. 

Fulfilment of vows involving pilgrimage to places 
perhaps far beyond Malabar is common. Vows 
may be made for receipt of any favour from the 
hand of God, and, when the desire is obtained, the 
devotee awaits, perhaps for years, the divine in- 
junction to proceed. He then undertakes his 
pilgrimage in the garb as well as in the spirit of 
humility. Votive offerings are usually such as 
may be seen at any Koman Catholic shrine. 

tiTTEiUTTOE . — Madras Government Museum Bulletin, vol. 
iii. no. 1 [1900], ‘Nnmbutiri Brahmans,’ etc. (F. Fawcett); 
ib. vol. lit. no. 3 [1901], ‘Niynra ot Malabar' (F. Fawcett); 
S. Mateer, Native Life in Travancore, London, 1883; E. 
Balfour, Ct/elopmdia of Indian, do. 1885 ; Ptolemy, Geography, 
rili. ; I A xill. [1884], xiv. [1885] ; E. Caldwell, Juist. of Txnne- 
velly, Madras. 1881 ; B. Picart, Religious Ceremonies, London, 
17S1-S7 ; V. Nagram Alya, Travancore State Manual, Trivan- 
drum, 1908 ; M. Monier- Williams, Indian Wisdom, London, 
1876 ; SBE xxv. [1886] ; Krishnaswamy Aiyar and Pandit 
Sitanath Tattvabhushan, Sri Sankarachdrya, Madras, 1003; 
IGI, 1908 ; Hakluyt Society Publications, no. 32 (L. Varthema, 
Travels in .. . India, etc., 1803); <6., no. 85 (D. Barbosa, 
Coasts of E. Africa and Malaba^^ 1805); ib., nos. 70, 71 
(J. H. van Linschoten, Voyage (o E. Indies, 1884); ib., no. 42 
(G. Correa, The Three Voyages of Vasco da Gama, 1869); ib., 
nos. 70, 77, and 80 (F. Pyrard, Voyage to E. Indies, etc., 1887- 
90); ib., nos. 84 and 85 (Pietro Della Valle, Travels in India, 
1891); ib., no. 08 (Cosmas, Christian Topography, 1898); »6., 
no. 99 (Vasco da Gama, Journal of First Voyage, 1898); 
F. Buchanan, Journey through My sore, Canara, and Malabar, 
London, 1807 ; Marco Polo^, ed. H. Tule and H. Cordier, do. 
1903 ; Pliny, HN ; N. Subramanya Aiyar, Census of India, 
1901, vol. xxvi. [Trivandrum, 1903] ; ib,, 1911, vol. xxiii. [do. 1912]; 
Gazetteer of Malabar, Madras, 1908. F. FAWCETT. 

NAZARiEANS.— See Mand^eans. 

NAZIRITES. — There are certain assured facts 
in regard to the Nazirites, but tiiere is much that 
lias been thought to relate to them which is un- 
certain as applied to them exclusively, and in 
regard to wtuch a careful balance of judgment 
must be exercised. They appear on the stage of 
Jewish history at widely diflerent periods, from 
the period of the Judges doivn to early Christian 
times — roughly a thousand years. They show 
themselves for a time quite clearly, and then for a 
long period we hear nothing of them ; afterwards 
they re-appear as if their life and organization had 
been continuous, active, and universally acknow- 
ledged. There are some well-known sources of 
information, such ns in Judges, Numbers 6, the 
Mishnah, and sporadic.ally elsewhere, and a few 
famous treatises, as Spencer, dc Legihus Hcbrcc- 
orum, but the data are few and the information i 

I NS\-ars shsve the whole body excepting the crown of the j 
head. I 


somewhat intricate oiving to the meteoric appear- 
ances of the Nazirites, and the partially similar 
relationship in -which their forms of religious devo- 
tion stand to others. 

1. Various types. — ^V’'e shall see, as we proceed, 
that there existed two, if not three, types of 
Nazirite, -viz. the life-long Nazirite, the ‘ Nazirite 
of days,’ and the Samson Nazirite; and it is a 
matter of considerable dispute whether the types 
were co-existent or convergent. The dates of 
their appearances have also to be approximately 
fixed, and the relationship between the earlier and 
later Nazirites determined. It is generally ac- 
knowledged that the Nazirites were much more 
numerous than the scattered information concern- 
ing them would lead us to suppose, and there is a 
fairly general agreement as to the prevalence in 
most periods of their history of the principal 
restrictions imposed upon the Nazirites, viz. 
abstinence from wine, etc., letting the hair grow 
uncut, and the avoidance of pollution by contact 
with the dead. Indeed, it is mainly through these 
various regulations that we are enabled to piece 
together the history of the institution. 

2 . Life and purpose, — Making use of the facts 
which are admitted by scholars as practically 
assured, we may sketch the life and purpose of the 
Nazirites with some probability. It was a ‘ dedi- 
cated’ or ‘consecrated’ life. It was marked by 
both negative and positive qualities. It was a 
life essentially lived under a solemn vow. Ordin- 
arily, to show their adhesion to the deity, men 
made material offerings ; in the case of the 
Nazirite, he offered himself. It recognized a 
divine * call ’ from Jahweh in days when the primi- 
tive simplicity of devotion to Jahweh was being 
undermined and supplanted by various forms of 
self-iudulgence. It aimed at setting up on ideal 
of consecrated life, not necessarily^ ascetic. It 
thus had definite purposes -with practical issues in 
relation to God and man. Jewish ivriters have 
taken different views as to what those purposes 
were. Some, e.p., contend that the Nazirite vow 
was intended to signify the -working out of the 
divine nature in man made in the image of God, 
and, as the growth of the hair was supposed to 
indicate the mowth of the intellectual life, the 
wise man would not allow this part of his nature 
to be in any way diminished ; for the same reason 
he would abstain from wine, lest the intellectual 
faculty should be blurred ; and his care to avoid 
contact with the dead would indicate his -witness 
to the eternity of God and his own nature. 

Others see in it ‘ the principle of stoicism, and 
imagine that it was intended to cultivate, and bear 
-witness for, the sovereignty of the -will over the 
lower tendencies of human nature’ (Smith’s DB, 
London, 1893, ii. 474). It -was for purposes of self- 
mastery : the Nazirite wore his hair longas a crown, 

‘ quod ipse rex sit eupiditatibus_ imperans praeter 
morem reliquorum hominum, qui cupiditatum sunt 
servi’ (J. G. Carpzov, Apparatus Historico-Criticus, 
Leipzig, 1748, p. 162; so similarly Aben Ezra (Dru- 
sius, on Nu 6’). _ . , 

Philo, who calls it p eixv peydXr;, regards it in 
the light of complete self-oblation te Jahweh (de 
Animal, sacrijicio trfonew [Mangey, ii. 249]). 

'According to him the Nazarite did not Bacriflee rncrelr hfa 
possessions but his person,’ and ‘ as no spiritual state or act can 
DO signiQed by any single symbol, ho was to identify himself 
with each one of the three victims which he had to oner M 
often as he broke his vow by accidental pollution, or when the 
period of his vow came to an end. He was to realise in himself 
the ideas of the whole bumt-ofTering, the sln-olTerlng, ana the 
peace-offering’ (Smith’s HB, loe. cil.). 

Although these views of Naziriteship were later 
developments of a more philosophical age, they 
enable ns to see some of the purposes of its life 
and service, which were doubtless of a manifold 
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character. The Nazirites have heen descrihed as 
‘ men of real moral worth, good gifts of God to His 
sinful hut beloved people ’ (RDB iii. 500’). Though 
not debarred from innocent social life, their conse- 
cration would afford them special opportunities for 
prayer and study. In a certain sense, the Nazi- 
rite'^s life partook of the nature of the priestly as 
well as of the prophetic office ; it was a protest 
against the self-inaulgent habits of the surround- 
ing nations ; and something of the warrior and the 
judge was also inherent in the service which the 
Nazirite rendered for. God and His people, as in 
the case of Samson in his exploits against the 
Philistines. 

3. Principal features. — ^We can now pass to con- 
sider the principal features of Naziriteship, and 
the periods during which the Nazirites make their 
appearances, and draw what inferences we can 
from them. 

We go to the stories of Samson (c. 10th cent.) in 
Judges for the earliest accounts, and to Josephus 
in tlie 1st cent. A.D. for the latest, covering a 
period roughly of a thousand years, during which 
it seems (as might he expected) that the institu- 
tion underwent considerable changes. The law in 
Nu 6 (P), which is obviously directed to the regula- 
tion of a known usage, and the post-Exilio refer- 
ences, such as that in 1 Maccabees, would naturally 
fall between these periods. 

Taking the law in Numbers as a basis round 
which we can collect evidence of the institution, 
we can classify our subject under the folloiving 
heads, and estimate its significance by the regula- 
tions in regard to it. 

(1) The vow. — ^In Nu 6 it is clear that Nazirite- 
ship consisted partly in the assumption of a vow. 
Vows, of course, were common in all periods of 
Jewish history, and would take the form of a 
solemn promise in order to secure the divine aid, 
or of the expression of an act of piety, or of an act 
of self-discipline by means of certain abstinences. 
Contrasting these regulations with those of an 
earlier period, we should hear in mind that in 
cases like those of Samson or Samuel and the 
Nazirites referred to in Am we have no evi- 
dence to assure us that the vow was actually 
taken, though Hannah herself makes a vow before 
the birth of Samuel, and this would seem to involve 
the offspring ; so, similarly, a prophet (like Jere- 
miah) might he sanctified from the womb (cf. Jer 1® 
with Jg 13“). 

(2) The duration of the Naziriteship. — 'V^Tien we 
compare the data at our disposal, two clear facts 
emerge, viz. (a) the existence of the Nazirite for 
life, and, whether synchronously or otherwise, (6) 
that of the Nazirite for a limited period. It seems 
probable, on the whole, as we balance the evidence, 
that in the days before the Exile the Naziriteship 
was of a permanent, life-long character. Samson 
was a Nazirite for life (Jg 13®-’), and Samuel 
(though the case is not precisely parallel) remained 
unshorn all his days. In this connexion the 
passage in Amos (2“*’’-) is important and would 
appear to support this view, for the Nazirites are 
placed presumably on the same footing as the 
prophets who assume their office as the result not 
of a vow hut of a divine call, and the character of 
the office is, therefore, of permanent obligation. 

When we pass to post-Exilio days, the inference 
is that Naziriteship was of a temporary character. 
The evidence for this must he souglit in Macca- 
bees, in Josephus, and in the MisTmah {Nazir). 
SVe read in 1 Mac 3“ of certain Nazirites who had 
‘ accomplished their days ’ {^Xijpucrav rat Tjiiipas), 
which clearly indicates a terminable period. Jose- 
phus (cf. Ant. IV. iv. 4, XIX. vi. 1) speaks of an 
order of Agrippa requiring that many of the 
Nazirites were to have their heads shorn — passages 


which indicate the numerical extent of the institu- 
tion as well as the temporary character of the vow, 
and the fact that it was a customary practice of 
benevolence to defray the expenses of the offerings 
of persons who w-ere under the obligation of the 
vow of Naziriteship. And with this we should 
compare the case alluded to in Ac 21“®-, w-hen St. 
Paul was at charges for the four men who had a 
vow upon them ; the character of the latter vow- 
was analogous to that of the Nazirites, and may 
have heen ‘ allowed to Jews of the Dispersion as a 
substitute for the strictly legal vow^ {HDB iii. 
500*’). From the treatise Nazir in the Mishnah, 
it is probable that temporary Naziriteship was 
common in later Jewish history. 

In the later Jewish period and in Christian 
times we cannot be certain of any life-long 
Naziritesliip. The case of St. John Baptist is not 
strictly to the point, as it lacks the principal 
characteristic mark of Naziriteship, viz. the growth 
of the hair. Eusebius {HE li. xxiii. 4-6) mentions 
Hegesippus’s description of James the Lord’s 
brother. Both these cases resembled the Nazi- 
rites, hut represent merely a part of their ascetic 
life ; they were probably both permanent ascetics ; 
the early Nazintes were not, however, ascetics, as 
can be inferred from the case of Samson. It is 
doubtful, as Gray points out {JThSt i. [1900] 204, 
202 f.), whether the regulations in later J udaism (as 
in Nazir) were called forth by the actualities of 
life or are to he attributed to the speculative 
legalism of the Rabbis. He inclines to the view 
that in early Jewish history Naziriteship was of 
a permanent character ; after the Exile and down 
to the Fall of Jerusalem temporary Nazirites were 
numerous ; the cases of the permanent Nazirite at 
this period were rare, if they existed at all. 

(3) The treatment of the hair. — Robertson Smith 
{Bcligion of the Semited^, p. 324) points out that the 
hair ‘ is regarded by primitive peoples as a living 
and important part or the body, and as such is the 
object of many taboos and superstitions’; he also 
shows that the principles underlying the offering 
of hair and the offering of blood are of a similar 
character ; sometimes the hair is cut off in mourn- 
ing, sometimes it is oliered at the funeral pyre, 
sometimes it is made as an initiatory oflering on 
the attainment of manhood or womanhood, when 
the offerer is admitted into full religious and social 
status, and sometimes on the occasion of pilgrim- 
ages for safe preservation, or in the assumption of 
a vow to secure the divine aid in times of sickness 
or other misfortune. As in the case of the offering 
of blood, so here a bond of union is established 
between the offerer and his god, or between the 
living and the dead. 

The growth of the hair seems to he the most 
essential characteristic of the Nazirite vow, 
common to both forms of Naziriteship, but obvi- 
ously there is a difference between the two : in the 
case of the temporary Nazirite, the hair becomes, 
at the close of the period of the vow, an offering ; 
in the case of the life-long Nazirite, this would, of 
course, not apply. The important thing to bear 
in mind is that the hair, whether it is cut off or 
remains unpolled, is part of the personality of the 
individual. If this is so, then it follows that the 
hair, representing a man’s personality, is (like the 
blood) a suitable sacrifice to the deity, and, as it 
represents the man’s power and strength, it must 
he preserved inviolable and ‘consecrated.’ 

(4) Avoidance of pollution by contact with a dead 
body. — The regulation in Nu 6 is, of course, applic- 
able only to the temporary Nazirite, for in his case 
the period of the vow could be recommenced. It 
would be inapplicable to the permanent Nazirite. 
Samson’s life, e.g., was inconsistent with this regu- 
lation. The Rabbis saw this difficulty, and solved 
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it by practically placing Samson in a class by 
himseli : a Nazirite of the Samson type must never 
cut his hair, and, if he contracts defilement by 
contact 'uith a corpse, he does not bring the usual 
offering in such cases (rtnom pip u’3D u’«). Samuel, 
too, it should be observed, must have suffered 
pollution when he hewed Agag in pieces (1 S 15*^). 

(5) Abstinence from all products of the vine and 
from all intoxicants. — ^There may have been a pre- 
judice in favour of this from the nomadic tendencies 
of ancient Israel. There is no evidence to show 
that it was a permanent element in Naziriteship. 
The case of Samson shows that no such abstinence 
was practised by him, and in the case of Samuel 
it is clear that he was present on several festal and 
convivial occasions, when the fruit of the vine 
would ordinarily have been used. The general 
conclusions on the subject of Naziriteship are 
helpfully summarized by Gray (JThSt i. 210 f.) 
ana are mainly as follows. 

The practice of leaving the hair unshorn is 
based on primitive belief and practice. The devo- 
tees of Jahweh in the 10th cent, left their hair 
unshorn in token of their devotion. In the 8th 
cent, the Nazirites were a familiar class of sacred 
persons in some respects resembling the prophets. 
Later, the Nazirites took a vow upon themselves 
for a short period, and at the end made an offering 
of their hair and presented certain animal sacrifices 
as well. These changes may be accounted for by 
the fact that vows were commonly taken in early 
times, and certain abstinences were observed at 
the same time. In some cases the hair was suffered 
to groAv uncut, and at the close of the period of 
the vow it was offered sacrificially. On account 
of this treatment of the hair the term ‘ Nazirite,’ 
originally used of permanent religious devotee-s, 
was extended to persons under a vow. But at 
what period it is impossible to determine. It may 
have been when the secondary sense of the term 
‘ Nazirite ’ (a person with unshorn hair) exceeded 
in prominence the primary sense (a devotee) ; and 
this had certainly taken place by the 6th cent. B.C., 
as is sho>vn by the metaphorical use of the root in 
Lv 25'- 

4. Nazarene and Narorffian. — Elucidation of 
this subject, requiring minute technical considera- 
tion, should be sought in two recent contributions 
of modem scholars, E. A. Abbott, Miscellanea 
jEuanpcWcnCL), Cambridge, 1913, andF. C. Burkitt, 

‘ Syriac Forms of New Testament Names ’ in Troc. 
Brit. Acad., 1911-12, p. 392 ff. The latter seeks to 
show that the Gr. f is rarely the equivalent of 
the Sem. s, and therefore Naf&^paior cannot mean a 
native of msj, but must be connected with and 
the Nazirite vow. He also suggests, rather as a 
counsel of despair, on-ing to the ‘ ordinary view of 
Nazareth’ being ‘unproved and unsatisfactory,’ 
that Nazareth has arisen by a literary error, and 
that the real name of our Lord’s home was Xopafele, 
not 'Naiaptd. There is much more to be said in 
favour of his views as to the historical position of 
Xopaj^elv and Xa^apiO than for those referring to the 
relation of the Greek and Semitic letters, as it 
would appear that there are too many exceptions 
to the rule which he notices in respect of f and s 
for it to be safe to base any definite conclusion 
upon it. 

In Abbott’s minute discussion of many technical 
difficulties in the words ‘Nazarene ’ and ‘ Nazorsean,’ 
the opening paragraph will be sufficient to show 
his line of argument : 

‘ In this Chapter it tvill be argued that (i.) “ Kazarmr," mean- 
ing a man of Narareth, and (it) “ Nazoraean” meaningthe 
Xttzer or Bod of Jesse mentioned by Isaiah, were probably 
Interchanged by a play on the two words ; so that the populace, 
acclaiming Jesus as the Lifegiver and Healer, altered "Jesus 
the Naiarene,” into "Jesus the Nazoraean." To state the theory 
rtore ezactly, we should say that thei" called Him Jesus the 


Nfitzer, or the Na(t)zoraean, partly because there was a pre- 
existing belief that the Messiah would be the Nfitzer, and partly 
because they vaguely lelt what Matthew ventured definitely to 
express, that His residence from childhood onward in Nazareth 
had been ordained to fulfil the prophecy “He shall be called 
Nazoraean t:\.e.IltUeTy" 


LiTEEATtmE.— J. von Grill, In JPTh vi [1880] 645 ff. ; G. B. 
Gray, ICC, 'Numbers,’ Edinburgh, 1003, and specially in 
JTASf i. [1000] 201 ff. (best account in English): S. R. Driver, 
Camb. Bible, ‘Joel and Amos,’ Cambridge, 1897; G. F. Moore, 
ICO, ‘Judges,’ Edinburgh, 1805; G. A. Cooke, CamJ. Bible, 
‘Judges,’ Cambridge, 1913; E. A. Edghill, ‘Amos,’ in fiVif. 
minster Com., London, 1014 ; G. W. Wade, OT Eistory, do. 
1001 ; W. Robertson Smith, Eeligion of the Semites", do. 
1894 : GB^, pt. ii.. Taboo, do. 1911, pp. 252-287 ; Tractate A’anV 
in Mishnah : Philo, de Vietimis, xii. ; J. Spencer, de Leai^t 
Eebrecorum, Cambridge, 1685, bk. iii. oh. vi. sect. i. and ii. pp, 
683-694 ; HDB, s.v. 'Nazirite' (full lit.); BBi, s.v. 'Nazirite.’ 

S. M. Cooke. 

NECESSITARIANISM.— See Libertarun- 

ISM AND NECESSITABIANISM. 


NECESSITY.— See Fate, Libertarianism 

AND NKCE-SSITARIANISJ!. 

NECROMANCY.— See DiwNA'noN, JIagic. 

NEEDS. — The conception of needs is a recent 
one in theology and is not yet clearly defined. It 
arose in apologetical literature in the endeavour to 
justify religious beliefs and practices by their sup- 
posed satisfaction of needs. As no attempt has so 
far been made to elucidate the idea or to investi- 
gate what are rightly included in human needs, 
much superficial avriting has confused the issues. 
Whatever the degree of validity of this form of 
argument, the nature of the needs ought to he 
established before individual beliefs are referred 
to them. 

‘ Needs ’ is essentially a metaphysical conception, 
but, as such, it must have some relation to psycho- 
logical facts. Psychology talks of ‘conative 
tendencies’ (G. F. Stout, Manual of Psychology, 
London, 1913, p, 121), which form the active factor 
in consciousness, in its endeavour to realize certain 
aims in relation to the objective world. Needs lie 
behind these conative tendencies, of which tbej' 
are the source and in which they first become evi- 
dent. All activity involves a relation of subject 
and object, and the nature of the activity irill 
depend on that of the subject, and specifically on 
its needs. Subjective needs give rise to activity 
exerted upon the objective world. Metaphysically, 
it might also be urged that needs are what they 
are because of the ultimate nature of the objective 
side of reality, since only thus would there be a 
real unity of the subjective and objective aspects 
of existence. 

Some of the errors in the use of the argument 
have arisen from a failure to distinguish betiveen 
needs and desires. The former must be conceived 
as wants, without the satisfaction of 'which tlie 
subject of them is imperfect. A perfect being has 
no needs ; human needs in their totality imply an 
ideal of human perfection. The presence 01 error 
and sin in human experience shows that some cona- 
tive tendencies turn towards ends other than those 
involved in perfection. Desires, as distinct from 
impulses, are conative tendencies defined by the 
presence of an idea of the aim. Needs express 
themselves in desires, but not all desires are the 
expression of needs, for a person may desire^ what 
is in opposition to his needs. The distinction is 
most clear in reference to the pliysical : men may 
desire kinds and quantities or food, drink, rast, 
exercise, opposed te what is plysically requisite. 
As with the physical, so with the spiritnal. Some 
of the general characteristics differentiating needs 
from mere desires may be stated brieOv. Desire 
is always conscious and may be good or bad, ^ 
may be for somethin" not related to true well- 
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■being, and may even be detrimental to it. The 
distinction of good and bad is not applicable to 
needs ; and individnals or even a whole race may 
have needs of which they have no conscious know- 
ledge. ‘In even savage bosoms, there are long- 
ings, yearnings, strivings, for the good they com- 
prehend not’ (Longfellow, Hiawatha, Introd.). 
A desire may be modified or deliberately and 
entirely suppressed without satisfaction; it may 
be in the highest degree capricious and is often 
transient. Needs continue until completely satis- 
fied or until the extinction of the subject of them ; 
they can be modified only by partial satisfaction. 
Desires are based upon some actual previous ex- 
perience, while needs exist prior to any specific 
experience. Mere desires, therefore, generally 
have an individual and temporary character, while 
needs express themselves rather as generic appe- 
tites or as definite tendencies to function, having 
an essential relation to the permanent nature of 
the subject experiencing them, so that their satis- 
faction is fundamental to the attainment of the 
ideal. A desire is often for what one thinks one 
needs; for consciousness of the nature of needs 
may come only with the success or failure of the 
activity that is rooted in them. 

The absence of any consensus of opinion as to 
the nature of needs is chiefly due to the neglect of 
their study and to the necessity of distinguishing 
them from their form of expression, which depends 
not only on the stage to which thought and lan- 
guage have evolved, but also on the adequacy and 
accuraCT of the analysis implied in their expres- 
sion. Different races and individuals at the same 
time, and the same race and individuals at differ- 
ent times, have held diverse and even contradictory 
beliefs, and these appear to involve diverse and 
contradictory needs. The solution of the difficulty 
of apparent contradiction must be sought in the 
indication of faulty analysis and expression. 
Allowance must also be made for human develop- 
ment, for with the satisfaction of some needs 
others become clearer, and through the total or 
partial satisfaction of the latter further advance is 
made. Historical and comparative studies should 
seek for evidence of greater comprehensiveness 
and consistency in conative tendencies, beliefs, 
and practices. Consciousness of needs and what 
is ofiered to satisfy them should, in the language 
of Bergson {L’ilvolution cr6atrice\ Paris, 1907, p. 
399), be ‘ in process of being adapted to each other 
and making towards final rest in a common form.’ 

Needs may be classified either as physical and 
spiritual or as physical, sesthetical, intellectual, 
moral, and religious; humau perfection demands 
the satisfaction of all. The present discussion is 
limited to moral and religious needs. The reality 
and universality of the latter are now rarely 
denied, even though some may say with Spencer : 

‘Religious creeds, which In one way or other occupy the 
sphere [life and mind] that rational interpretation seeks to 
occupy and fails, and fails the more the more it seeks, I have 
come to regard with a sympathy based on community of need ’ 
(AutoViography, London, 1804, ii. 471)i 

‘ Men will not rest in peace until they have a Faith ; they 
cannot consent to forego a religious sense of duty and rever- 
ence ’ (F, Harrison, Philosophy of Common Sense, London, 1807, 
p. 427). 

Eeligious needs may be studied directly, by 
introspection and psychological analysis, or in- 
directly, in the historical and comparative study 
of religious beliefs and practices — t.e. by a con- 
sideration of the methods which men have taken 
to satisfy needs, and the degree in which such 
satisfaction has been real and enduring. Though 
religious rites and doctrines are of the most diverse 
character and in the course of history have under- 
gone innumerable changes, it does not folloiV that 
the underlying needs are different. Evidence 
shows that the consciousness of religious needs 


and the capacity for satisfying them are subject to 
developmeut. Though some needs are revealed by 
the persistent elements in religious experience, the 
factors which differentiate religions are also of 
fundamental importance, for in them lie the results 
of evolution and the grounds of superiority. The 
attitudes of primitive races and times must be con- 
sidered from the point of view of more advanced 
peoples ; and the moral and religious needs of the 
latter must themselves be estimated with reference 
to those individuals who have been more or less 
generally recognized as the highest religious char- 
acters or the community or of humanity as a whole. 
For needs of a higher kind have been brought to 
light and partly or entirely satisfied by religious 
saints and moral teachers. Capricious and tem- 
porary desires have no real and abiding effect on 
the evolution of religion. Most sociological studies 
of religion (see, e.g,, E. Durkheim, Les Formes 
iUmentaires de la vie religieuse, Paris, 1912) are 
vitiated by the assumption that it is to be best 
understood by the consideration of the common 
denominator of religions. Yet, where the influ- 
ence of ideals is so great as in morality and religion, 
neglect of the higher forms seriously limits the 
trustworthiness and diminishes the value of con- 
clusions respecting the lower and more primitive 
forms. The highest needs are present from the 
beginning; one might say of them what J. F. 
Ferrier says of principles : 

‘They have Influence and indeed operate largely and power- 
fully long before they come to the surface of human thought 
and are articulately expounded’ (Institute of lletaphysie, 
Edinburgh, 1864, p. 13). 

But if, on the one hand, changes in the con- 
sciousness of needs lead to modifications of religious 
doctrines and practices, on the other hand, changes 
in the latter may bring about clearer consciousness 
of the former. The process of religious and moral 
evolution is made possible by man being at once 
an individual mind and a member of a social 
group. The influence of the social environment 
tends to make the individual conscious of his 
needs; but the effect of society does not always 
make for progress, since doctrines accepted by 
men through social pressure may lead them to 
fancy that they have real needs corresponding to 
these doctrines, which, if false, will thus hinder 
the religious life of the individual. What appear 
to be religious needs may only be temporarily 
acquired tendencies due to beliefs adopted as a 
result of traditional and ecclesiastical forces, as, 
e.g., the supposition of needs to which many have 
been led by unethical ideas of salvation. Up to 
a certain point, however, history and religious 
organizations aid the individual in understanding 
and appeasing his needs ; and, if doctrines can be 
shown on independent grounds to be true, their 
ac^tance will lead to development. 

When we come to the actual nature of religious 
needs, the naturalistic theories that reduce religion 
and morality to mere means must be declared in- 
adequate. H. K. Marshall {Instinct and Beason, 
New York, 1898, p. 247 ff.) regards religion os 
simply serving a valuable function in the biological 
evolution of the human race, leading to the sup- 
pression ‘ of the force of individualistic elemental 
impulse’ in favour of something higher. B. Kidd 
[Social Evolution, London, 1894, p. 97 ff.) similarly 
thinks of it as having its essential value in re- 
straining the individual for the biological future 
of society. E. Metchnikoff [The Nature of Man, 
Eng. tr., London, 1903, p. 161) interprets the 
desire for immortality merely as the physical 
impulse to go on living. In contrast with all such 
theories, one of the most important and constant 
factors in human history has been the answer 
which religion has given to men’s undeniable 
metaphysical needs. Keligion has also answered 
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needs other than those of the inquiring intellect, 
for religious experience is not simply a promise of 
satisfaction, but is itself a real satisfaction in 
wliich the soul finds actual and present peace and 
rest. 

‘ If religion ianpractical need, the response to it can onlybea 
practical action. No theorj’ would suffice. Eeligion is nothing 
if it is not the vital act by which the whole spirit seeks to save 
itself by attaching itself to its principle’ (L. A. Sabatier, 
Outlines of a Philosophy of Religion, Eng. tr., London, 1897, 
p. 23). 

Beliefs can, therefore, be fully understood only in 
relation to this wider complex attitude of the 
spirit. The social character of moral and religious 
needs is fundamental, the individual finding com- 
plete satisfaction only in an active life in a 
‘ Kingdom of God.’ 

A short consideration of some prominent religions 
and ethical beliefs, in the light of the preceding 
principles, will indicate some human needs and the 
methods of investigation. The beliefs in God, im- 
mortality, and a way of salvation are the most 
important and best repay study. The most ad- 
vanced conceptions must be the starting-point. 
All attempts to conceive of God as supra-personal 
end in representing Him as less than personal : 

‘ The religious consciousness demands a personal God : no 
profound and enduring relation to the non-personal is practi- 
cable ’(G. Wobbermin, quoted by G. Galloway, inRThPh iii. 
[1907-03] 199). * If man is to be successful in the struggle, be 
must be persuaded that he is not alone, or in the language of 
religion, that God is with him, and that therefore nothing can 
be ultimately against him' (A. Seth Pringle-Pattison, The 
Philosophical Radicals and other Essays, Edinburgh and 
London, 1907, p. 270). E. Seeberg {Fundamental il^iths of 
the Christian Religion, Eng. tr., London, 1903, Iccts. i,, ii., xx-i.) 
maintains that man needs a ‘near firm Object' on whom to 
depend and a ‘ Goal fnr-off ’ at which to aim ; and E. Wimmer 
{My Struggle for Light, London, 1903, p. 6 f.) thus expresses 
some of the needs which belief in God as personal satisfies : 
•I must trust’; ‘I must give thanks’; ‘I must worship’; 
‘ I must love . , . fully and entirely surrendering my whole 
heart.’ 

It is a sure ground for the authority of the moral 
conscience ; it points to a source of consolation in 
trouble, of help towards righteousness and of hope 
for the future, and leads to communion in a fellow- 
ship which, unlike human relationships, gives 
perfect peace. The history of religion manifests 
a more or less consistent development of the con- 
sciousness of needs resulting finally in the belief 
in God as personal. 

‘ I surveyed the history of men, and 1 found that all nations 
have felt the necessity of bringing their finite being into fellow- 
ship with the Infinite, and I found that this necessity is the 
basis of all phenomena of religion ’ O^immer, p. 6). 

Prayer is essentially the outcome of practical 
need, and its evolution from a predominantly non- 
spiritual to an ethical and spiritual character 
indicates the course of development of the con- 
sciousness of needs and of the idea of God sought 
to satisfy them. L. R. Parnell [Evolution of 
Eeligion, London, 1905, p. 183) has not been able 
to find_ ‘ any example of a savage prayer for moral 
or spiritual blessings.’ A higher stage is reached 
by the Psalmist : ‘ Aly soul thu-steth for God, the 
living God ’ ; and in its latest form prayer is for 
conformity to the will of God, Deification in 
ancient times ; mariolatry and saint-worship in 
the Aliddle Ages ; _ the virtual deification of 
‘ humanity’ as a 'being immense and eternal’ by 
the positivists ; the religious attitude of Spencer 
towards ‘ the Unknowable ’ ; the proposal of 
Haeckel to base a religion on the theory of neutral 
monism regarding the cosmic ether as a divinity ; 
the attempt to supply an ideal for human effort 
and an object of worship in the conception of 
the Superman — are all evidence of man’s need 
‘to enter into some vital relationship with an 
Other.’ The question, therefore, concerns not the 
reality of the need, but its actual and full nature, 
aud the_ character of the ‘Other’ and of the re- 
lationship to the ‘Other’ which will be a com- 


plete and rational satisfaction. A merely im- 
manent principle never has done justice to the 
requirement of mankind ; God must be conceived 
as a real objective Being. The feeling of depen- 
dence (F, Schleiermacher, Discourses on Eeligion, 
Eng. tr., London, 1893) implies simply the need of 
a superior Power. The application of the terra 
‘ Father ’ to this Power suggests that man has felt 
the need of other qualities in God. The historical 
and comparative study of religion gives ns as the 
common denominator the idea of a Power (or 
powers) at least partially friendly ; but only the 
notion of God as personal is adequate to the needs 
of which mankind has now become conscious. 

The desire for immortality is not universal, and 
the contradictory beliefs concerning the destiny of 
the human spirit necessitate a careful analysis to 
see whether any common need may possibly under- 
lie beliefs and hopes so difierent as those of im- 
mortality and extinction. An appreciation of the 
good in life, together with a consciousness of tlie 
inadequacy of the present, the insufficiency^ of 
the actual, leads to a demand for and expectation 
of greater and complete good in the future. The 
majority of mankind have appeared^ indifferent to 
the question of immortality ; their lives have been 
neither predominantly good nor _bad._ Underlying 
all desire for extinction is a dissatisfaction with 
life as experienced ; the evil in these lives im- 
presses more than the good or the prospect of good. 
It should be noticed that the desire for immortality 
could arise only with a more or less definite con- 
ception of time. In the earliest ages of mankind 
men were occupied solely with the presenii and the 
very proximate future ; desires and beliefs con- 
cerning the future in general appeared much Into. 
But even the earliest men needed ‘ everything to 
be ‘good,’ The common need seems therefore to 
be for a state completely good — desire for continu- 
ance depends on the quality of life.^ In Buddhism 
the same need is implied, though it has acquired 
a definitely negative form of expression. Both 
the conceptions, immortality and extinction, are 
in actual life defective in relation to the need : 
the former tends to the neglect of the values of the 
present, the latter to the neglect of those of the 
future. There may be no precise and exact way 
of stating w-hat will satisfy a specific need, and 
choice must be made between several more or less 
imperfect statements. . , 

Sacrificial rites and doctrines of redemption ana 
atonement have been persistent and almost uni- 
versal elements in religion. 

*There is an immense d priori argument for the truth or 
some atonement, past, present, or future — some way of realtsintj 
ond feeling that we arc at one with God— from the need, an 
but universally felt, in human nature, of some way of anproacn* 
ing God’ (J. II. Wilson, The Gospel of the Atonement, London, 
1899, p. 26). 

Salvation and atonement are thus related to tlio 
consciousness of sin, which is felt to be more than 
a falling short of an ideal of one’s individual 
perfection, in that, through his place 
universe, by sin man violates the purpose of God. 
The solidarity of man with God and the rest of 
reality is an indispensable condition of the need of 
redemption. Salvation is in part dependent on 
the realization of goods (physical and spintuaf) 
through a man’s oivn effort, and from this point ot 
view ‘my essential personal need is simply 
a chance to find out my rational purpose and ^ do 
my unique duty’ (J. Boyce, SJ v. [1906-07] 7^)- 
But the need of harmony is felt most keenly m 

tlie desire for forgiveness and reconciliation, as 

between man and man, and men and God. Ibc 
conviction of forgiveness is a real want “I 
penitent mind, and without its satisfaction lurtlier 
effort is liindered. If sin is not merely a failnre to 
realize the ideal of personal welfare, but also a 
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breaking away from the cosmic purpose, it is an 
alienation from God, and repentance and forgive- 
ness are necessary hefore the relationship of love 
between man and God can be felt by man again. 
To satisfy the need of salvation in its fullness the 
belief must indicate a justifiable basis for the 
realization of individual perfection and also an 
assurance of divine pardon of sin. 

The attempt to justify religious beliefs by the 
claim that they satisfy human needs has generally 
been associated with a sceptical attitude concern- 
ing the capacity of thought to establish religious 
conceptions. In modem times Kant is the source 
of both tendencies. In the Critique of the Pure 
Reason he limits thought to the ^enomenal, and 
in the Critique of the Practical Reason he urges the 
acceptance of the beliefs in God, freedom, and im- 
mortality on the ground of practical needs. Lotze, 
who under the influence of the Hegelianism of 
Weisse certainly meant to acknowledge the im- 
portance of thought in matters of religion, ulti- 
mately adopts the same attitude, basmg belief 
upon a resolution of character in the direction of 
personal needs. Kitsohl, who was much nearer 
Kant than Lotze in his view of thought, founded 
his apologetics entirely upon the practical valuation 
of Jesus in relation to the needs of the individual. 
Sabatier, also starting out from a Kantian view of 
knowledge, interprets religious beliefs and concep- 
tions as ever-changing symbols which are justified 
solely by the satismction that they give. But, like 
Kant and Lotze, he gives evidence of some slight 
recognition that man needs a unto and harmony 
of his intellect and his religious and moral feelings, 
and, also like them, suggests that ‘ the_ synthesis 
■will be found in a teleological consideration of the 
universe’ (p. 82; cf. Kant, Critique of Judge- 
ment, tr. J. H. Bernard’, London, 1914, and Lotze, 
Microcosmus, Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1894, and Out- 
lines of a Philostmhy of Religion, Eng. tr.’, London, 
1903). H. HbficUng’s critical monism varies little 
from the Kantian scepticism. 

* II religious Ideas are to have an; signlQcance at all, It can 
only be in serving as symbolical expressions for the feelings, 
the aspirations, and visfies of men In their struggle for exist- 
ence ’ (Tht Philosophy of Religion, Eng. tr.3, London, 1903, p. 6). 
The ‘ core’ of religion consist in the ‘ conviction that no value 
perishes out of the world.' ‘ The nature of a being determines 
its needs, and its needs determine what shall have value for it.’ 
The belief in the axiom of the conservation of value is not 
justified by experience, for 'there ore no definite empirical 
values in the conservation of which we may beiieve' (p. 257): 
the axiom is thus assumed purely on ‘ a practical personal need’ 
(p. 248). 

■VV. James {The Will to Believe, London, 1897, 
Pragmatism, do. 1907, and Varieties of Religious 
Experience, do. 1902) and the pragmatists, also 
sceptical as to the capacity of the intellect, adopted 
the satisfaction of needs as a general principle of 
justification. The need of an eternal moral order 
18 one of the deepest needs of our breast, and the 
notion of God guarantees an ideal order that shall 
be permanently preserved, and consequently our 
belief in God is justified. Boman Catholic modern- 
ists like G. Tyrrell represent religious doctrines as 
symbolical ‘truths of faith’ satisfying personal 
needs (Through Scylla and Charybdis, London, 
1907, ch. vi.). 

The manner in which the argument is used by 
popular writers may be seen in J. N. Eiggis’s The 
Gospel and Human Needs {London, 1909) ; Tie urges 
the acceptance of certain doctrines on the ground 
that man has need of what they imply, and this 
even in cases of doctrine concerning^ which it is not 
clear what needs they do imply. To assume, e.g., 
that man ‘needs mystery’ and to base on that an 
argument for belief in certain doctrines is to adopt 
a form of apologetics as dangerous as it is simple, 
and, moreover, tends to obscurantism. Keligious 
beliefs give satisfaction just in so far as they show 


life to have a meaning and make it more intel- 
ligible than it is without them. The attempt to 
disregard thought or underestimate reason in the 
establishment of religious conceptions is frustrated 
by the fact that beliefs bring satisfaction only when 
they are accepted as true, so that their truth can- 
not itself rest on their religious or moral satis- 
faction. It is methodologically incorrect to treat 
the moral and religious aspects of experience as 
uite separate from the rest, as in the Kantian 
ualism, from which these systems mostly spring. 
Doctrines are the work of thought, and their 
validity can be judged only by consideration of all 
the data implicated. Among these data human 
needs are of fundamental importance and must not 
be omitted ; but it is before all else necessary that 
the nature of human needs shall be rightly under- 
stood, and that they shall not be confused with 
mere desires. Expectations and desires in mundane 
affairs are continually being disappointed by the 
actual course of events, and similarly mere desires 
in religion may not be fulfilled. But, when the 
nature of human needs is known with accuracy, 
and they are not confused with transito^ wishes 
and merely acq'uired tendencies, they will be an 
essential factor in the justification of religious 
beliefs. For, unless we are to assume a radical 
contradiction at the heart of things, the ultimate 
nature of man which determines his needs must be 
in harmony with and form a unity with the rest 
of reality, which is to satisfy those needs. If the 
world is rational, intellectual and religious needs 
must be fundamentally at one. 

‘It seems to be easier to believe that the inte^reters of 
human experience have lost their way than to maintain that 
experience itself is rent in twain, and that the fundamental 
conditions of human welfare are inconsistent’ (H. Jones, BJ i. 
11902-03] 262). 

Literature.— This has been given throughout the article. 

Alban G. Widqeky. 

NEED-FIRE. — It is not surprising that fire, 
the mysterious element which was one of the 
greatest benefactions to the human race and which 
was so dangerous under certain circumstances, 
should have created in the mind of man a feeling 
of reverence and awe and should find a prominent 
lace in his conception of the supernatural. There 
as been some discussion as to whether any section 
of mankind has been ignorant of the means of pro- 
ducing fire, and it has been claimed that this was 
a condition of the Andaman Islanders. A. E. 
Crawley, in art. Fire, has set out the main facts 
shelving the universal practices in fire-production 
and fire-use at the different stages of human cul- 
ture, and has pointed out that, as a consequence of 
these practices, fire is used with more or less sacred 
rites oy every race whose life-history has been 
investigated by anthropologists. There is, how- 
ever, this to add to Crawley’s conclusions : fire- 
worship has been overcharged with survivals of 
rite and ceremony to such an extent that it has 
been found impossible for most inquirers to arrive 
at a scientific conclusion as to its origin and 
development, and this confusion is reflected in all 
its parts. 

Need-fire is only a secondary element in fire- 
worship, and it seems to be possible to arrive at 
its origin without touching tlie confusion incidental 
to the wider question. It was a reversion to 
rimitive methods of lighting a fire, if and when a 
re which was to be kept ever burning was allowed 
to become extinct. Now there exists throughout 
Europe a series of fire customs, which have been 
exhaustivel'v collected and examined by J. G. 
Frazer (GB^, Index vol., s.v. ‘Fire’). These fire 
customs have a remarkable number of common 
features, which, equating with certain Hindu and 
Persian fire customs, make it fairly certain that 
they belong to the Aryan-speaking peoples in a 
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special sense. The meaning and significance of 
the Aryan fire customs both in origin and in 
survival can he ascertained only through their 
sociological aspect, and for this purpose it is 
necessary to work through the tribal organization 
of the Aryan peoples. This is, of course, not the 
place for the entire subject, but a portion of the 
evidence may be used for the investigation of need- 
fire. 

The tribe, not the family, was the primary unit 
of the Aryan peoples, and its religious aspect was 
represented by the ever-burning fire. L. R. 
Famell rightly considers the sanctity of the fire 
maintained by the tribal king as ‘ the source from 
which the public Hestia-cult of the historic period 
immediately descends’ {CGS v. 351). But, except 
in Greece and Rome, the tribal-fire cult has in 
Europe given way to the house-fire cult. It 
followed the break-up of the tribe and led directly 
to the formation of the family; and this means 
that the break-up of the tribe was into family 
units. 

It was at the stage when the break-up of the 
tribe took place that the secondary cult of need- 
fire became fully developed. It exists throughout 
Europe, and, when it is remembered that Celtic, 
Teutonic, Scandinavian, and even Slavic tribalism 
broke itself in the struggle against the Roman 
empire and its highly developed institutions, it 
seems very probable that the origin of such a 
custom as need-fire is sufficiently indicated. The 
explanation is that the destruction of the tribe 
meant the destruction of the tribal religion, but, 
just because religious ritual lasts longer in survival 
than social structure, we have survivals of the 
tribal-fire cult where no other survivals of the tribe 
exist. 

Strange to sajr, the most perfect example in 
illustration of this point occurs in Scotland, and 
not in the Scandinavian north. This can be shown 
by two selected examples for purposes of analysis 
and comparison. The Scandinavian custom is as 
follows : 

In ancient times on the Slet ot Dec., a testiroi called Eldbjar- 
garmessa, or ‘{east ot fire ealvope,' was observed in the north, 
and the name is still given to 7tb Jan. in Icelandic almanacs. 
•The name signifies that on this day the Yule fires, which had 
been kept alive from Ohristmas day, were put out. On that day 
the festnities came to an end and the Christmas guests took 
their departure. From Tellemarken in Norway a tradition is 
preserved illustrative of the customs which were observed on 
this particular day, in the olden time. The mistress of the 
house entered the room, where round the fire burning on the 
hearth the household were seated, and took her stand before 
the fire, and from a bowl of beer which she carried in her band 
she drank the fire's toast with this formula — 

•• So high my fire 

But neither higher nor yet hotter." 

Then the company seated on the floor drank the Ore’s toast in 
the foliowing manner : the beer bowl was placed between their 
legs on the floor, and each one had to take it up with his teeth 
and empty it and then throw it over his head so that it came 
down behind him. If the bowl came down bottom upmost, the 
thrower's was a forfeited life and he must die within the ensu- 
ing year ' (E. Magnfisson, ‘ On an early runic Calendar found in 
lapland, 1806,’ in Camb. Antig. Soe.’s Communieaticms, Iv. 
[1878] 42). 

This custom gives us (a) the continuity of the 
fire during a specially religious period, (6) the 
extinction of the fire at the end or the period, (c) 
the anniversarj' character of the fire, (d) the offer- 
ing to the fire by the mistress of the household, 
and (c) the divination derived from the hearth rite. 
All these elements are primitive in character, but 
do not extend beyond the stage of pure survival. 

The Scottish example is the wml-known Burg- 
head custom of ‘ burning the clavie.’^ 

The fire is made by the sons of the original inhabitants, and 
every stranger is rigidly excluded from the ceremony.^ Tliis 


1 The clavie is made of the lower half of an empty tar barrel 
nailed to a stout pole, and supported by staves taken from a 
herring cask. The remaining staves arc used ns fuel for the 
clavie. 
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is a clear recognition of the blood-bond, because the early ties 
of relationship still hold their place against the later ties of 
locality. Secondly, the clavie must be lighted by a burning 
peat, the custom being that no form of modern lighting is 
allowed to approach the precincts.l The next point is that the 
smoking embers of the clavie were scattered among the 
assembled villagers, by whom they were eagerly caught at, and 
with them the fire on the cottage hearth was at once kindled.* 
The date fixed upon for the ceremony, viz. New Year's Eve (old 
style), is the next important element to note, it being obvious 
that a fire kindled on the lost day of the old year, and allowed 
to bum into the first morning of the new year, has carried on 
ifcs flame from one year to another, though actually only 
through one year’s end into another year— a fiction which may 
very well stand for an original perpetual burning. And, finally, 
there are details of ritual in this custom. The object ol the 
ceremony is the perambulation, with the sacred fire, ol the 
bounds of the village and of the fishing-boats. At certain street 
comers a halt was made, and a brand whipped out of the clavie 
and hurled among the crowd. Ho who seized the brand was 
the favourite ol fortune during the months of the coming new 
year. Afterwards the fire was carried to a small artificial pro- 
montory, where a circular heap of stones, called the ‘durie,’ 
was built up for the purpose, and the still burning clavie was 
placed in the hollow centre, from which it was distributed to 
the villagers.^ The whole community joined in the ceremony 
as an act necessary' to its welfare and prosperity daring the 
year. If the bearer stumbled, it was looked upon as a dire 
calamity foretelling disaster to the place and certain death to 
the bearer in the course of the next year;4 ‘the first “lift’’ is 
an honour,’ and was usually conferred upon some member of 
the community who had recently been married. As soon ns one 
bearer gave signs of exhaustion, another took his place, and, 
should any of them meet with an accident daring the Journey, 

• the misfortune excites no pity even among his near relatives.’® 
In the construction of the fire-pile every action is regulated by 

* unwritten but unvarying laws,’ one of which is that every 
article is borrowed, nothing bought; and, finally, there is the 
remarkable fact that, although the long nail which fastens the 
staves of the clavie is iron, and is made specially for the purpose 
by the village smith, the hammer used for the purpose must be 
a round stone.B 

Analysis of this ceremony reveals the following 
details : (a) the fire is made hy a group pf men 
connected by a common descent, i.e. a kindred; 
(&) the original inhabitants of a village form the 
unit from which common descent is traced ; (c) the 
flame for the fire is obtained in a sacred manner ; 
Id) continuous life of the fire is symbolized ; (e) the 
house-fire is derived from the village-fire ; (/ ) the 
possession of an ember is the means to good fortune ; 
(ff) the hounds of the village have the fire carried 
round them ; (A) the welfare and prosperity of the 
community are dependent upon the performance 
of the ceremony ; (i) the bearers of the fire are 
honoured ; (j) stone-age implements are used. 

The element of the need-fire is to he found in 
item (c) of this analysis, and by symbolism it takes 
the place of the older condition of ever-burning, 
item (d). This is the most perfect example of the 
lire ritual of Europe in survival, and, when we 
compare other examples with it, the several stages 
of decadence are revealed, beginning with the 
need-fire prepared by friction and ending in the 
bonfire constructed by modera methods, but_ still 
retaining here and there relics of ancient ritual 
{Report of British Association, Liverpool Meeting, 
1896, p. 650). Altogether it seems that need-fire 
may he defined as the perpetuation by primitive 
methods of a rite which became important when 
the ever-burning fire of the tribe ceased to exist as 
the tribe ceased to exist, and which thus carries 
through survivals the sacred formalism of an earlier 
ritual. 

Literatckb.— T his is quoted throughout the article. 

Laukence Gomme. 

NEGATION. — Negation is a relative term 
which gets a definite meaning only when one can 
name or define of what, in a given case, something 
is the negation. In other words,_ there can be 
negation purely in general or negation which liM 
no definite corresponding object of whicli it is the 
negation. Any particular case of negation hai 
its own determinate corresponding object. 


1 Proc. See. Antig. Scot. x. 11861] 649. 

2 FLJ viL 12. 

4 Proe, Soc. Antig. Scot. x. 649. 
ePfiPvii. 12 {. 
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I. Illustrations of various kinds of negation. — 

(1) In the opening words of Hamlet’s soliloquy, 

‘ To he or not to he ; that is the question,’ ‘ not to 
be ’ involves a negation of ‘to be ’ ; both the 
expressions ‘ to be ^and ‘ not to he ’ refer to possible 
modes of action. ‘To he,’ as Hamlet explains, 
includes in its meaning ‘ to hear the ills we have ’ j 
it names a mode of action which any man who 
chooses to continue his life decides to adopt ; ‘ not j 
to he ’ involves a course of action — namely, com- j 
mitting suicide — ^which is treated by Hamlet as j 
the negation of continuing to live. The command- 
ment, ‘ Thou shalt not steal,’ commands a course 
of action which is the negation of that involved in 
stealing. Both in Hamlet’s soliloquy and in the 
Ten Commandments, with their familiar ‘Thou 
shalt not,’ the negation of a possible course of 
action is considered or is commanded. 

(2) Just as courses or plans of action may he the 
objects of negations, the negations being them- 
selves possible courses of action which stand in the 
negative relation to their objects, i.e. to the courses 
of action of which they are the negation, so pro- 
positions, judgments, or assertions may be the 
objects of negations, the meaning of the negation 
in each case being relative to its object. ‘ Charity 
seeketh not her own ’ is the negation of the pro- 
position or judgment that would he expressed by 
omitting the word ‘ not ’ from the sentence. ‘ Ten 
is not a prime number ’ is a proposition which is the 
negation of the proposition ‘ Ten is a prime 
number.’ When the object of the negation is a 
proposition, the proposition and its corresponding 
negation stand in the logical relation of contradic- 
tion. 

(3) Negations may also have as their objects 
kinds or classes of beings, real or ideal. In the 
classes ‘believer’ and ‘ not-heliever,’ and in the 
kinds of beings distinguished as ‘rational’ and 
‘ not-rational,’ the second term in each expression 
is a negative term whose object of negation is the 
first term. 

(4) Lastly, the object of a negation may he a 
highly general type, grade, or state of being, to 
which definable characters belong or are attributed. 
Negations of this kind may, of course, be regarded 
as belonging to the previous class. But the 
importance of the problems or ideas involved in 
them may make it worth while to regard at least 
some of them as forming, for certain purposes, a 
type Iw themselves. 

T. Harper, in The Metaphysics of the School 
(i. 322 f.), maintains that ‘evil is not a pure 
negation.’ He expounds this thesis by saying 
that ‘ evil is a privation,’ and by explaining what 
he means by privation. ‘Privation,’ in so far 
like ‘negation,’ is a relative term (see below, p. 
267). But the use of the word ‘negation’ by 
Harper, and by many other theologians and meta- 
physicians in cases of analogous complexity, is 
distinct from the usage which the negation of pro- 
positions or classes brings to our minds, so that 
it will be convenient to speak of such negations as 
forming a type by themsmves. 


In n well-known passage of The Imitation of Christ of Thomas 
k Kempis the adormg subject begins by praying that he may 
adore God, and love God, ' above ‘ all created objects. He then 
enumerates, in an eloquent series, glories and powers, both of 
this world and of the next, nccompan 3 ’ing each mention of some 
wonder, or sweetness, or beauty of the created world by the 
prefixed phrase ‘above all.' The passage culminates in the 
words, ‘ Above all that Thou art not, O my God.’ 


In this case God is explicitly regarded as in some 
sense the negation of the whole created world, and 
especially of all that is most wonderful and beauti- 
ful, and even good, in the noblest sense, about that 
world. Thus, to regard God as the negation of 
the finite world is a familiar and famous teaching 
of both practical and theoretical mystics. 


A closely similar ‘ negative theology ’ is suggested hj’ the 
legendary Hindu seer, Tajnavalkya, in his address to his wife, 
Maitreyi, when he sa 3 rB of the dtman, or self, the absolute : 
‘The only word concerning the self is “Neti, Neti,” “It is not 
so, it is not so ” ' (SBH xv. [1900] 185). 

Yajuavalkya here asserts that his absolute can 
be defined only by means of negations. The 
negations, in this case, as in the case of The 
Imitation of Christ, make the absolute itself a 
negation of ‘ all that Thou art not,’ i.e. of every- 
thing finite and relative. There is, of course, a 
decided distinction between the actual doctrine 
for which Yajuavalkya and h Kempis are con- 
tending ; hut they are both emphasizing an aspect 
of their doctrine whicli constitutes a sort of 
‘negative theology.’ When the absolute is thus 
defined as a negation, the object of the negation 
being the finite world or the empirical facte and 
significance of the finite world, the negation differs, 
historically at least, and in some important re- 
spects both logically and metaphysically, from the 
ordinary negation of the logical text-hooks, whose 
object is a class or a kind of being. 

2 . The negative relation as a purely logical 
relation; the meaning of ‘not.’ — Despite the 
variety of the foregoing instances, it is plain that, 
in every negation, a characteristic relation is con- 
cerned, viz. that which is naturally expressed in 
our ordinary language by the particles ‘not’ and 
‘no.’ If a course of action is proposed or com- 
manded, a dissenting voluntary agent may respond, 
‘ I will not,’ or simply ‘ No.’ To respond in this 
way is to propose, threaten, or promise an alter- 
native course of action which is the negation of the 
original proposal, and which may he said to stand 
in the not-relation to it. In the case of a defined 
class or other universal, such as the class man or 
the relation brother, the class not-man and the 
relation not-brother stand in a relation to the class 
man and the relation brother which furnishes a 
new instance of the meaning of the word ‘ not ’ and 
of the general meaning of the negative relation. 

The not-relation is one of the simplest and most 
fundamental relations known to the human mind. 
For the study of logic no more important and 
fruitful relation is knoiiTi. And none has a wider 
range of exemplifications in the whole realm of the 
experience of any rational being. Anybody who 
can act voluntarily is able to do so by virtue of the 
fact that he can also refuse to act in a case where 
bis will is concerned ; i.e., a conscious voluntary 
action is possible only to a being who understands 
the meaning of ‘ not,^ when some mode of action is 
its object. The importance of this understanding 
of the meaning of ‘ not’ for the development of the 
will is exemplified in the life of childhood. 

In one of the psychological eHorts to observe and record the 
vocabulary of a young child who had recently begun to speak 
fluently it was noted that the two words which he most fre- 
quently used in the course of a day’s speech were, first, the 
name that he happened to employ in speaking of himself and, 
secondly, some word of the nature of ‘ no ’ or ‘ not,’ used to 
express, not necessarily disobedient refusal, but objection, or 
unwillingness, or a preference and desire standing in some sort 
of negative contrast to the modes of action which the questions 
or the proposals of his elders or his playmates suggested. The 
vocabularies of individual children vary, of course, very widely, 
both in the words used and in the frequency with which they 
are used ; hut we cannot doubt how significant an advance is 
involved for the whole voluntary life of the child in his power 
to understand and use the expressions lor ‘ no’ and ‘ not.’ 

The nature of the not-relation may be most 
readily approached by considering the relation 
between a proposition and its contradictory. 
These are so related that, if either of them is true, 
the other is false, while, if either is false, the other 
is true ; they are also so related that both of them 
are not true at the same time and in the same 
sense, while, with suitable definition of time and of 
sense, one of them must be true. The not-relation 
between two propositions is thus strictly mutual 
or symmetrical ; ».c., if the proposition P is the 
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negation of the proposition Q, the proposition Q is 
the negation of the proposition P, and conversely. 
Further, the relation is what may be called, in a 
terminology favoured by a French logician, M. 
Couturat, ‘bi-univocal’; i.e., a given proposition 
P cannot possess two negations, so that, if the 
proposition Q contradicts the proposition P, and 
the proposition X also contradicts the proposition 
P, Q and X are strictly and formally equivalent 
propositions. In the same way, a given proposi- 
tion P is the negation of what is, essentially, one 
and the same proposition. Thus a proposition has 
only one negation, and is essentially the negation 
of onl^ one proposition. Obviously connected 
with this fact is the familiar principle that the 
negation of the negation of a proposition is equiva- 
lent to the projposition itself ; or, as is often said, 
a double negation is equivalent to a simple affirma- 
tion. 

(fiosely! bound up with the foregoing is a fact 
which has caused, in its relation to more com- 
plex problems, a good deal of difficulty, both 
for philosophers and for common sense — that, from 
the purely logical point of view, there is no distinct 
class of propositions that are essentially affirmative, 
and thereby opposed to or to be distinguished 
from a class or propositions that are essentially 
negative. There are excellent reasons for dis- 
tinguishing between affirmative and negative pro- 
positions so soon as we lay stress upon rvell-known 
empirical complexities and philosophically im- 
portant unions of ideas, whicn interest us when 
we are uniting the study of different propositions 
In some connected discourse. But, apart from 
such complications and from the purely logical 
point of view, every proposition is the negation 
of its own negation. So far as the judgments of 
human subjects are concerned, whoever affirms 
any proposition to be true thereby contradicts the 
opinion of whatever opponent may deny the original 
assertion. It is vain, therefore, to say, ‘ For my 
part, I prefer to avoid negations and to confine 
myself to such positive affirmations as I can make ’ ; 
it is vain to attempt to confine oneself to ‘ merely 
affirmative ’ thinking ; for to affirm is to deny the 
contradictory of whatever one affirms. It would 
be equally vain for one, in a sceptical mood, to 
declare that his favourite attitude is that of nega- 
tion or of denial ; for whoever denies any pro- 
osition affirms its contradictory, so that every 
enial is, in its logical meaning, an affirmation. 
In_ brief, it is essential to the whole business of 
thinking that propositions and the judgments 
which affirm or deny them go in pairs of contra- 
dictories — every proposition having its unique 
contradictory, of which, in turn, it is the unique 
contradictory. Hence, when Mephistopheles de- 
clares that he is ‘der Geist, der stets vemeint,’ he 
asserts, from a logical point of view, precisely 
what is true of anybody who makes any assertions 
whatever. 

In view of this indubitable logical fact, many 
very natural and important philosophical questions 
arise as to why affirmation and denial, as they 
occur in our actual thinking and discourse, appear 
to involve such strongly contrasted attitudes of 
mind, and why we regard those whose most 
noticeable or most usual attitude is that of affirma- 
tion as different in such important and practically 
potent ways from those whose habits and prefer- 
ences emphasize or prefer negation. This is a 
problem which it is perfectly fair to consider on 
its merits. Despite the fact that every judgment 
is both positive and negative, we all aotiially do 
observe what makes us clearly distinguish, in some 
sense, affinning and denying as standing for de- 
cidedly different frames and attitudes of mind or 
states of knowledge. The attitude of Mephisto- 


E heles, that of denial, we all regard as different 
:om the attitude which many of us prefer, that of 
affirmation. 

This problem becomes still more important when 
we consider the philosophical types of negation 
exemplified in The Imitation of Christ and the 
assertions of Yajuavalkya. The worshipper in 
The Imitation of Christ adores a God whose divinity 
is defined in terms of a divine negation of the 
created world; the seer of the Hindu Upanisad 
tells of a self whose being consists in its negation 
of our finite distinctions. Such attitudes involve 
mainly negative types of thinking. Most of us, 
for comparatively good reasons, prefer a more 
positive or affirmative attitude in our assertions 
about both ethical and metaphysical matters. 
But, if every affirmation is ipso facto, from the 
logical point of view', a negation, since judgments, 
as well as propositions, essentially go in pairs of 
contradictories, how comes it that W'e so naturally 
and sharply oppose affirmative and negative 
thinking, regard Mephistopheles as engaged in 
some conceivable, although also diabolical, task, 
and find the Hindu mystic, as we often say, ‘ too 
negative ’ ? For a suggestion as to the solution of 
thi^roblem see below, p. 269 f. 

We may sum up by saying that the relation tc 
its object for which the term ' negation ’ stands is, 
from a purely logical point of view, and apart from 
various empirical and philosophically important 
complications, one which is ‘ bi-univocal,’ or, as it 
is also called, a ‘one-one relation,’ and perfectly 
symmetrical. In the case of propositions the logi- 
cal truth is that every proposition has its contra- 
dictory, while of two contradictories one must be 
true, the other false ; and the contradictory of the 
contradictory of a given proposition P is precisely 
equivalent to the proposition P itself. For similar 
purely logical reasons negation, as applied to acts 
and modes of action, gives precisely analogous 
results : to every mode of action is opposed its 
contradictory mode of action. Of two contra- 
dictory modes of action, one who has the power to 
choose may put into execution the one mode ; but 
he must choose one of the two, and he cannot 
choose both. One who has the opportunity and 
the power of choice may either steal or not steal. 
But one of the two he must choose. He cannot 
voluntarily refrain from both. Only the loss of 
his opportunity or of his power of voluntary choice 
can relieve him from being voluntarily in the 
position of one who steals or one who does not 
steal. 

In the case of acts and modes of action the same 
complications arise as in the case of propositions 
and judgments. From the logical pomt of vdew, 
there are no modes of action which are essentially 
positive, and none which are essentially negative. 
If a man says, in answ'er to the request to work 
in the vineyard, ‘I go not,’ his act is,_logicafiy 
speaking, both affirmative and negative. He 
negates the request ‘Go -work’; he takes the 
contradictory, but for that very reason also dis- 
tinctly affirmative, attitude of positively refusing 
to work. No one capable of voluntary choice and 
possessed of the opportunity for action can under- 
take to do anythmg without thereby refusing or 
negating the pl^an of not undertaking to do that 
same thing. For the same reason, no_ voluntary 
agent can refuse an act without positively ex- 
pressing the will not to do that act. 

Yet, for all of ns, positive and negative commands 
seem, under ordinary circumstances, to involve a 
distinctly different attitude of will and of mind. 
The contrast between the negative mode of com- 
mands illustrated by the Ten Commandment and 
the positive attitudes of the will expressed in the 
Sayings which tradition attributes to Christ has 
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furnislied a very frequent and important topic for 
both ethical and theological comment. ‘ Tell the 
children, in a persuasive way, what to do ; hut do 
not insist upon telling them what not to do, unless 
you are obliged to do so ’ is, at the present time, 
familiar pedagogical advice. It is fair to ask why 
the purely logical point of view, which inevitably 
regards negation as a symmetrical relation, seems 
to stand in such momentous contrast to what both 
common sense and experience, ethical as well as 
religious, so persistently exemplify. 

In the case of logical classes the not-relation 
takes a form which we -cannot here study in detail. 
In briefest summary, we may say that, when two 
terms are related as X and Not-X, the meaning of 
the terms is such that everything in the so-called 
universe of discourse to which one is confining his 
consideration is either X or Not-X, while nothing 
is both X and Not-X; the relation of negation 
here preserves, from the point of view of pure 
logic, its character as a symmetrical and ‘bi- 
univocal’ relation. Any term X which has a 
determinate range of application has one, and one 
only, corresponding negative term, or negation of 
X. In turn, the negative of the negative of X is 
the term X itself. From this point of view, pure 
logic, so far as we yet see, has no reason to recog- 
nize the existence of any terms except those which 
are essentially and equally both positive^ and 
negative terms. If a term X has a determinate 
meaning, then, ipso facto, the term Not-X has a 
determinate meaning. The negative of the nega- 
tive of X is once more X itself. Each of these 
terms is the negative of the other. Each is also a 
positive term in so far as it is the negation of its 
own negation. Yet common sense and ordinary 
experience sharply distinguish purely negative 
terms, or terms that are defined by negation, from 
terms that are positive. The reason for this differ- 
ence between the lo^cal point of view and that of 
common sense needs a little further explanation. 
We may close this elementary logical survey of 
the nature of the not-relation by mentioning the 
fact that, despite the baffling complications and 
abstractions with which this elementary study is 
beset, the not-relation remains one of the most 
momentous of all relations for the organization 
not only of all the exact sciences, but of all the 
systematic study of human experience and of all 
our knowledge concerning the order of the world 
and our own conduct (see, further, art. Order). 
If negation, considered in these formal aspects, 
seems barren and abstract we may assert — dogmati- 
cally enough at this stage of our inquiry — ^rvhat 
more careful research would make clear in great 
detail : ' Without negation no order,’ But order 
is not only ‘heaven’s first law’_; it is that upon 
which science and righteousness, insight and ethics, 
equally depend. 

3. Unsymmetrical relations associated with the 
not-relation ; privation, affirmation, positive atti- 
tudes of will, and modes of knowledge. — In 
experience, in forming our plans of conduct and 
defining the topic of our discourse, the not-relation 
comes to appear, and in certain respects actually 
to be, unsymmetrical, so that there arises a signifi- 
cant distinction between positive, or constructive, 
and more purely negative modes of expression, of 
the description of objects, or of the formation of 
our plans of action. This is due to the fact that 
we very seldom consider the not-relation merely 
by itself. Both in experience and in action, both 
in our thoughts about things and in our observa- 
tions of the real world, we find reasons for associ- 
ating the not-relation with other relations, such, 
c.g., as are suggested by the manifold contrasts 
and differences which appear in our e.xperienoe, 
and which interest both our thought and our will. 


When the not-relation is associated with other 
relations, so that we are dealing with an object P 
which is in certain respects to be treated as the 
negation of Q, while, at the same time P and Q 
have certain interesting differences to which we 
also attend, or are conceived by us under the 
limitations which are imposed upon us by the 
facts of life or by the interests of our minds, we 
are often able to say that only in a certain respect 
is P the negation of Q, or that P and Q are each 
the negation of the other with respect to, or 
within, a certain field, under the limitations of a 
certain discourse, or from a certain point of view. 
At the same time P and Q may also be in other 
relations — which are not wholly symmetrical. It 
is under such conditions that we are led to make 
use of expressions such as that ‘ P is not the mere 
negation, but the privation, or the absence of Q,’ 
or that the meaning of P implies that P expresses 
a certain need or want directed towards the object 
Q, which is then, precisely as the object of this 
need or want, in an unsymmetrical relation to P. 

Further, it is very often the case that, in 
considering P and Q, we are actually limiting 
ourselves, our discourse, our plans of action, or 
our definitions to considerations and distinctions 
that arise within some limited field, or from 
the point of view of some special interest of 
our life, thoughts, or modes of classifying ob- 
jects. We may be conscious of this limitation, 
or it may be merely tacit or ill-defined, or even 
unconscious. Within the limited field in which 
we are considering the distinction between P 
and Q, the relation between them may be or 
may appear to be the not-relation. Any one of 
very numerous considerations associated -with this 
limitation of our point of view, our field of dis- 
course, or our plans of action may involve relations 
between P and Q which are unsymmetrical, so 
that, as in the case of the instances of privation 
mentioned above, the relation between P and Q 
may be regarded as not symmetrical, and some- 
times as associated with relations that involve 
objects distinct from both P and Q, with which 
P and Q stand in still further interesting relations. 
In such cases the not-relation, symmetrical and 
dyadic as it is, may be or may appear to be not the 
only relation with which we are actually concerned. 
Therefore, side by side with the not-relation, we 
may be obliged to note the existence of certain 
other relations in which P and Q also stand, rela- 
tions triadic, tetradic, and, in fact, polyadic, with 
various degrees of complexity. Thus, by associa- 
tion with other relations, what is, from a certain 
point of view or in certain respects, to be regarded 
as the not-relation between P and Q comes to 
appear in other respects no longer symmetrical, and 
frequently no longer dyadic. 

So complex are the situations and relations which 
under such circumstances may arise that we do 
well here to help ourselves by means of examples, 
beginning with comparatively simple instances, in 
order to show that most of the pliilosophical and 
empirical problems about the nature and function 
of negation are principally due to the fact that the 
conditions for negation seldom arise either in life 
or in science without being associated with the 
conditions which involve other relations than the 
not-relation. To unravel the tangle which this 
union of negation with other relations frequently 
involves is one of the most delicate and difficult 
problems of logical analysis. "We can here give 
only the most elementary and general indications 
of the way in which this unravelling is to be 
attempted. 

In Lewis Carroll's Bunting of the Snari the Barrister dreams 
that the Bnark is ' defending the pig on the charge of deserting 
his Btj-.’ In one of his pleas the Snatk says : ‘ Ihe charge of 
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Insolvency fails, it is dear, if you grant the plea, “ Never in- 
debted.”’ Xho point of view from which ‘insolvency’ can 
very naturally be regarded as the negation of solvency involves 
what constitutes— to borrow the well-knomi phrase used by 
de Morgan — o ‘limited universe of discourse.’ In this universe 
of discourse the distinction between solvency and insolvency 
arises; the classes ‘solvent’ and ‘insolvent’ appear as dasses 
standing each in the not-relation to the other, and one who 
belongs to this universe is either solvent or insolvent, while he 
cannot be both. The relation between solvent and insolvent is, 
BO far, a sjunmetrical one ; each of the terms is the negative of 
the other ; there is no reason to cali either the essentially 
positive term, while the other is to be viewed as essentially 
negative. 

The plea of the Snark is founded upon bringing to our con- 
sciousness, in a somewhat confused way, the fact that the 
universe of discourse whose beings are classified as solvent and 
insolvent is a universe of discourse of beings who are, or at 
some time have been, debtors, when these beings are considered 
with reference to the question whether they are, were, or will 
be able or unable to pay their debts when these debts are, were, 
or will be due. One who has never belonged to this universe of 
discourse, simply because he has never contracted a debt, 
certainly does not belong, so the Snark asserts, to the class of 
insolvent debtors, whatever else may he said about him, or 
whatever else is the class in which he ought to be placed. Of 
this limitation, whereby the universe of discourse of solvent 
and insolvent beings is characterized, we may be unconscious, 
and therefore each of the (classes ‘solvent’ and ‘insolvent’ 
appears to us as the negation of the other. That is why the 
relation is, in so far, treated as merely a not-relation. 

If we become, as the Snark apparently wishes his listeners in 
the ‘ Shadowy Court ’ of the Barrister’s dream to become, 
aware of what this limitation is, the classes ‘ solvent’ and ‘in- 
solvent ’ appear in a somewhat different light. For, as even 
the Barrister becomes at least dimly aware, if the classes 
‘ solvent ’ and ' insolvent ’ are classes ,of debtors, considered 
with reference to their power to pay their debts at maturity, 
they differ in a respect which involves other relations than the 
not-relation. A solvent differs from an insolvent debtor in that 
he possesses a power to pay at maturity. This power, if he is 
an honest man, he intends and probably expectsito possess in 
due time. If he discovers that he no longer possesses it, he 
fails from inability to accomplish what he presumably wants to 
accomplish. His need is to be, if possible, solvent. An in- 
solvent debtor is thus deprived of something that he needs or 
wants. His insolvency is therefore an instance of what has 
been called * privation.* On the contrary, the solvent debtor 
has what, os an honest man, he intends or desires to have — the 
power to pay his debts. The relation between the solvent and 
the insolvent debtor is now no longer sjmmetrical. It is the 
relation between one who has and one who has not the object 
of a need or a desire. 

For closely associated reasons, insolvency may conceivably be 
the object of what the Snark calls a ‘ charge.’ The insolvent 
debtor may be baled into court, declared a bankrupt, or im- 
prisoned os if for crime. From such perils and obligations the 
solvent debtor may be free. Here, again, the contrast between 
needs and privileges or possessions, between legal, social, or 
other empirical restrictions and freedom from such limitations, 
becomes important. The not-relation, in a universe of discourse 
thus limited, is no longer symmetrical. We need some other 
term than those of mere negation to express the relation in- 
volved. The insolvent and the solvent debtor classes are no 
longer each the mere negation of the other. Solvency appears 
as something positive, while insolvency involves want of some- 
thing desirable, privation of something whose possession would 
constitute success. | 

Trivial as it is, this instance illustrates a type of j 
relation which has its importance throughout the 
whole range of conduct, opinion, classification, 
conception, and so throughout the whole range of 
science, art, and human interests. Side by side 
with pure negation there now appears the distinc- 
tion between two objects, eacli of which is in 
certain respects the negation of the other, -while, 
at the same time, the negation arises -within some 
limited universe of discourse. Secondly, there 
appears the frequent, though the not universally 
present, fact that such limitations of the universe 
of discourse are or may he associated -with empiri- 
cal, conventional, legal, or ethical contrasts wnich 
lead us to regard one of the two negatively related 
objects as the positive, the required, the superior 
member of the two negations. In such cases, 
where, -within a limited universe of discourse, the 
relation of negation is associated with a definable 
or empirically obvious distinction in value, dignity, 
or desirableness betu-een the two objects, we speak 
of one of the two negatively related objects as in- 
vol\-ing, or ns constituted by, the privation of the 
other ; one of the t-wo appears as the positive term, 
the other as what the elementarj’ text-books of 


logic sometimes call ‘ the privative term ’ of the 
negation. Sometimes this privative term is called 
the ‘merely negative term’ — an expression more 
familiar than enlightening, which has helped to 
confuse both the popular and the technical discus- 
sions of negation. 

In the case of the debtor relation we obviously 
have, in the universe of discourse which the Snark 
defines in the Barrister’s dream, a limited universe. 
This is not the only reason why the condition of 
insolvency seems to involve privation. It is be- 
cause the debtor wants to pay his share, or because 
the law may put him in peril if he does not do so, 
that the universe of discourse of the solvent and 
insolvent debtors comes to be not merely a world 
which is classified, but a world in which solvencj’, 
as something positive, is contrasted with insol- 
vency, as something which involves privation. 
Cases where other relations than those which 
necessarily involve contrast and classification in- 
teresting to the -will, or having different value 
according as X or Not-X is the term emphasized, 
lead to unsymmetrical relations between terms, 
each of which is the negation of the other, are 
easily to be found in the exact sciences. 

The whole numbers are classified into those which are prime 
and those which are not prime. In the universe of discourse of 
number, to Bay that ten is not a prime number is to assert the 
contradictory of the proposition that ten is a prime number. 
The limitation of the universe of discourse makes it possible to 
re^rd the prime numbers and the numbers which are not prime 
as in some respects unsymmetrically related. For the numbers 
which are not prime have factors, such that, in each case, the 
factors of a prime number are distinct both from the number and 
from unity. But the prime numbers have no such factors. 
Here, in so far ns we are considering the purely logical character 
of the classification, the two classes ‘prime numbers’ and 
‘ numbers not prime ’ are, within the universe of the numbers, 
negatively and symmetrically related. But the possession of 
factors is associated with so many other characters used In the 
I theory of numbers, while the prime numbers (each of which 
! initiates a new series of numbers, namely, its multiples, which 
from that prime number outward extend wthout end in order, 
and in their due places, throughout the series of whole numbers) 
have so many of their properties due to this fact, that, from 
what one may call a purely ordinal point of view, the distinction 
between tbe prime numbers and those which are not prime Is in 
many respects unsymmetrical. Nobody would spe.ak of the 
character of being a prime number ns a privation of the charac- 
ter of having factors. Yet the two classes, prime and not-prime, 
are not merely negations of each other, within their own uni- 
verse of discourse. The limitation of the universe is associated 
with many ordinal characters, which the prime numbers pos- 
sess, and which the numbers that have factors do not possess. 
From the point of view of these ordinal characters, the distinc- 
tion in question thus becomes unsymmetrical. 

Other interesting instances of unsymmetrical 
relations associated -with and modifying the re- 
lation of negation are •furnished by the distinction 
bet-ween ‘continuous’ and ‘discontinuous’ lines, 
aggregates of points, sets or series of numbers, 
‘rational’ and ‘irrational’ numbers, ‘chemical 
elements’ and ‘material substances’ -which are 
not chemical elements. In all these cases, -irithin 
some limited universe of discourse, a classification 
invol-ving a negation appears. At the same time 
some more or less important unsymmetrical re- 
lations are so bound up -with the not-relation that 
-we are certainly not dealing -with mere negation. 

The foregoing illustrations and considerations 
show how, in general, affirmation and positive and 
constructive attitudes of will and modes of know- 
ledge are defined. In life we always deal -<rith 
limited universes of discourse. "Within these limited 
universes distinctions arise like those _ between 
solvency and insolvency, success and failure, ac- 
ceptance and refusal, -winning and losing. In all 
such cases the contrasts become unsymmetrical, 
and may be associated with extremely complicated 
situations, such as involve triadic or polyadio re- 
lations. "Under these conditions, for reasons which 
may be mainly practical, and which may also be 
of great theoretical importance in rnore or less 
exact sciences, and may be bound up with the most 
various enterprises and incidents of life, conduct, 
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and knowledge, we accept as an ‘ affirmative ’ atti- 
tude or assertion, or as a ‘ positive ’ deed or state 
of mind, one of two contrasted okjects each of 
which is the negation of the other. Our reasons 
are of various sorts, some of which have had to 
serve in the foregoing as illustrations. In conse- 
quence, ‘ pure negation ’ can play no part in our 
concrete tiiinking and life, simply because it in- 
volves a merely symmetrical and logical relation 
between objects each of which is the negation of 
the other, and therefore is in a wholly symmetrical 
relation with the other, while there is no reason to 
declare one of the two negations to he the ‘ positive ’ 
and ‘affirmative’ member of the pair. It is in 
association with the other relations which life and 
experience most significantly present that negation 
becomes of concrete importance. When a man 
refuses to steal, society and the moral law are 
interested, not merely in the purely logical dis- 
tinction between stealing and not-stealing, hut also 
in what else the man does who does not steal. 

4. The function of negation in thought and life. 
— In view of the distinctions which have now been 
illustrated, the main purpose of this article can 
best be accomplished by indicating the practical 
function which negation has in the business and 
conduct of life and in tbe work of science and 
philosophy. 

This function is frequently defined by pointing 
out that what are generally called positive attitudes 
of mind, affirmative assertions, positive commands 
andexhortations, constructive thinking, and equally 
constructive conduct and decision are inseparable 
from negative attitudes, expressions, and opinions, 
and are implied in the latter, so that ‘ pure nega- 
tion’ is indeed impossible, while a positive atti- 
tude of mind is, in general, more fruitful and more 
advanced in its attainment of reasonableness than 
a prevailingly negative attitude. 

What this article has attempted to add to the 
familiar philosophical lore which is thus sum- 
marized IS (1) a somewhat clearer view of the 
general logical nature of the process of negation, 
and (2) an enumeration of some of the ways in 
which we have good reason for contrasting a pre- 
vailingly affirmative or positive way of thinking 
and conduct with a prevailingly negative way, and 
for preferring affirmation to negation in certain 
regions and from certain points of view, as well as 
for certain specific purposes. 

Usually, in giving the traditional preference to 
affirmation over negation, those who discuss the 
subject have failed to recognize that, in their purely 
logical character, both affirmation and negation, 
both positive and negative modes of definition, 
conception, and coimsel, illustrate the same funda- 
mental logical function. This, os a purely logical 
function, involves what is illustrated by the not- 
relation in general, by pairs of terms each of which 
is the negation of the other, and by pairs of con- 
tradictories, whether of propositions or modes of 
conduct. Since the not-relation, as purely logical, 
is symmetrical, it seems to involve, in its essential 
nature, no particular reason why one of two con- 
tradictory propositions should possess a form which 
is superior in its fruitfulness to the other, or why, 
of two terms each of which is the negation of the 
other, one should help us to conceptions essentially 
more fruitful than those which the other involves. 

We have now seen that the reason why the 
logically symmetrical not-relation becomes nnsym- 
metrical, and furnishes a pair of terms or proposi- 
tions of which one is more fruitful, more instructive, 
or in general more valuable than the other, lies in 
the fact that, in a limited universe of discourse, 
one of two terms each of which is the negation of 
the other may have a value superior to that pos- 
sessed by the other, and may, in any case, call to 


our attention matters which have an interest nob 
possessed by the matters brought to our attention 
by the negation in question. We have also seen 
how both the experience which lies at the basis of 
our classification, or ivliich warrants our proposi- 
tion, and the interest which guides our -vml may 
lead us to emphasize these distinctions between 
the values of two terms, modes of action, or pro- 
positions which stand to each other in the not- 
relation. The result of our study is therefore that, 
when we are considering the general value which 
negation is to possess for us, either in the guidance 
of our conduct or in the clarifying and organizing 
of our information, we should explicitly take 
account (1) of the limitations of our universe of 
discourse, (2) of the values and interests which 
guide us when we consider or set in order our 
knowledge of this universe or direct our conduct 
in dealing with it, and (3) of the sort of experience 
which guides us as we take account of the various 
not-relations in question. Once more we may be 
aided in this summary by a reference to some of 
the illustrations which we have already used. 

Some one advises us to prefer a positive or 
affirmative mode of guiding our conduct to a pre- 
vailingly negative mode, to consider what to do 
rather than what not to do, to give to the children 
positive rather than negative counsel, not to take 
Mephistopheles for our model, to prefer constructive 
to prevailingly destructive modes of behaviour. 
What does such counsel practically mean ! Who- 
ever says, ‘Do this,’ logically speaking, coimsels 
us not to refuse to do this, not to do the contra- 
dictory act. Thus, then, all counsel, in order to 
be positive, is also, in a strictly logical sense, nega- 
tive 5 and, as we have seen, there is no such thing 
as purely negative counsel, as always denying, 
as the supposed purely Mephistophelian attitude. 
Nobody is purely constructive. Whoever builds 
the edifice destroys the original structure which 
existed before in the material out of which he con- 
structs the edifice. Civilization implies a destruc- 
tion of vast numbers of natural objects and pro- 
cesses. Whoever rears and trains the mature man 
destroys many of the natural tendencies and habits 
which, apart from training, nature would produce 
in the untrained child. Why, then, does one con- 
ceive of construction as something not negative? 
Why does one regard the affirmative attitude as 
something absolutely distinct from the negative 
attitude? Why does one prefer the positive in 
life, thought, and training? 

The answer is, as we have seen, that we live in a 
limited universe of discourse, and that we wish to 
do so. The very conception of an absolutely un- 
limited universe of discourse would involve mani- 
fold logical contradictions, which are now well- 
known to logicians. Moreover, all that is valuable 
to us takes place in, and is subject to the limitation 
of, the universe of discourse of our present human 
life. Not only is this the case, but all the precious- 
ness of life depends upon it. As experience shows 
us some of the limitations of this universe of dis- 
course, it also reveals some of its values. Our 
ethical conceptions and distinctions give to many 
of these values a more rational character, hut all 
the more reveal to us the importance of the asym- 
metries which our conduct both finds and prefers. 
We desire to live in houses. The desire has its 
well-known empirical foundation, and also its 
rational ethical justification. Constructing houses 
is an activity which stands in contrast with the 
activity of destroying them, and which has a cor- 
responding value. In a duly limited universe of 
discourse we can at pleasure so define the activities 
of building houses and of destroying them that the 
two modes of action stand in a symmetrical not- 
relation to each other. But in this limited universe 
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Insolvency fails, it is clear, if you grant the plea, " Never in- 
debted.”’ The point of view from which ‘^insolvency’ can 
very naturally be regarded as the negation of solvency involves 
what constitutes— to borrow the well-known phrase used by 
de Morgan — a ‘limited universe of discourse.’ In this universe 
of discourse the distinction between solvency and insolvency 
arises; the classes ‘solvent’ and ‘insolvent’ appear ns classes 
standing each in the not-relation to the other, and one who 
belongs to this universe is either solvent or insolvent, while he 
cannot be both. The relation between solvent and insolvent is, 
so far, a symmetrical one ; each of the terms is the negative of 
the other ; there is no reason to call either the essentially 
positive term, while the other is to be viewed as essentiallj' 
negative. 

The plea of the Snark is founded upon bringing to our con- 
sciousness, in a somewhat confused way, the fact that the 
universe of discourse whose beings are classified as solvent and 
insolvent is a universe of discourse of beings who are, or at 
some time have been, debtors, when these beings are'considered 
with reference to the question whether they are, were, or will 
be able or unable to pay their debts when these debts are, were, 
or will be due. One who has never belonged to this universe of 
discourse, simply because he has never contracted a debt, 
certainly does not belong, so the Snark asserts, to the class of 
insolvent debtors, whatever else may be said about him, or 
whatever else is the class in which he ought to be placed. Of 
this limitation, whereby the universe of discourse of solvent 
and insolvent beings is characterized, we may be unconscious, 
and therefore each of the i classes ‘solvent’ and ‘insolvent’ 
appears to us as the negation of the other. That is why the 
relation is, in so far, treated as merely a not-relation. 

If we become, as the Snark apparently wishes his listeners in 
the ‘ Shadowy Court ’ of the Barrister’s dream to become, 
aware of what this limitation is, the classes ‘ solvent’ and ‘in- 
solvent’ appear in a somewhat different light. For, as even 
the Barrister becomes at least dimly aware, if the classes 
‘solvent’ and ‘insolvent’ are classes, of debtors, considered 
with reference to their power to pay their debts at maturity, 
they differ in a respect which involves other relations than the 
not-relation. A solvent differs from an insolvent debtor in that 
he possesses a power to pay at maturity. This power, if he is 
an honest man, he intends and probably ejrpectsito possess in 
due time. If he discovers that he no longer possesses it, he 
fails from inability to accomplish what he presumably wants to 
accomplish. His need is to be, if possible, solvent. An in- 
solvent debtor is thus deprived of something that he needs or 
wants. His insolvency is therefore an instance of what has 
been called ‘ privation.' On the contrary, the solvent debtor 
has what, as an honest man, he intends or desires to have — the 
power to pay his debts. The relation between the solvent and 
the insolvent debtor is now no longer symmetrical. It is the 
relation between one who has and one who has not the object 
of a need or a desire. 

For closely associated reasons, insolvency may conoeii-ably be 
the object of what the Snark calls a ‘ charge.’ The Insolvent 
debtor may be haled into court, declared a bankrupt, or im- 
prisoned ns if for crime. From such perils and obiigations the 
solvent debtor may be free. Here, again, the contrast between 
needs and privileges or possessions, between legal, social, or 
other empirical restrictions and freedom from suSi limitations, 
becomes important. The not-relation, in a universe of discourse 
thus limited, is no longer symmetrical. 'We need some other 
term than those of mere negation to express the relation in- 
volved. The insolvent and the solvent debtor classes ore no 
longer each the mere negation of the other. Solvency appears 
as something positive, while insolvency involves want of some- 
thing desirable, privation of something whose possession would 
constitute success. 

Trivial as ifc is, this instance illustrates a type of 
relation which has its importance throughout the 
whole range of conduct, opinion, classification, 
conception, and so throughout the whole range of 
science, art, and human interests. Side by side 
with pure negation there now appears the distinc- 
tion between two objects, eadi of which is in 
certain respects the negation of the other, while, 
at the same time, the negation arises within some 
limited universe of discourse. Secondly, there 
appears the frequent, though the not universally 
present, fact that such limitations of the universe 
of discourse are or may be associated with empiri- 
cal, conventional, legal, or ethical contrasts which 
lead us to regard one of the two negatively related 
objects as the positive, the required, the superior 
member of the two negations. In such cases, 
where, "within a limited universe of discourse, the 
relation of negation is associated with a definable 
or empirically obvious distinction in value, dignity, 
or desirableness between the two objects, we speak 
of one of the two negatively related objects as in- 
voh'ing, or as constituted by, the prii'ation of the 
other ; one of the tivo appears as the positive term, 
the other as what the elementary text-books of 


logic sometimes call ‘ the privative term ’ of the 
negation. Sometimes this privative term is called 
the ‘merely negative term’ — an expression more 
familiar than enlightening, which has helped to 
confuse both the popular and the technical discus- 
sions of negation. 

In the case of the debtor relation -we obviously 
have, in the universe of discourse which the Snark 
defines in the Barrister’s dream, a limited universe. 
This is not the onlj’ reason w’hy the condition of 
insolvency seems to involve privation. It is be- 
cause the debtor wants to pay his share, or because 
the law may put him in peril if he does not do so, 
that the universe of discourse of the solvent and 
insolvent debtors comes to be not merely a world 
■which is classified, but a world in which solvency, 
as something positive, is contrasted with insol- 
vency, as something which involves privation. 
Cases where other relations than those which 
necessarily involve contrast and classification in- 
teresting to the will, or having different value 
according as X or Not-X is the term emphasized, 
lead to unsymmetrical relations bet"ween terms, 
each of which is the negation of the other, are 
easily to be found in the exact sciences. 

The whole numbers are classified into those which are prime 
and those which are not prime. In the universe of discourse of 
number, to say that ten is not a prime number is to assert the 
contradictory of the proposition that ten is a prime number. 
The limitation of the universe of discourse makes it possible to 
regard the prime numbers and the numbers which are not prime 
as In some respects unsirmmetrically related. For the numbers 
which are not prime have factors, such that, in each case, the 
factors of a prime number are distinct both from the number and 
from unity. But the prime numbers have no such factors. 
Here, in so far as we are considering the purely logicai character 
of the classification, the two classes ‘prime numbers’ and 
‘ numbers not prime ’ are, within the universe of the numbers, 
negatively and symmetrically related. But the possession of 
factors is associated with so many other characters used in the 
theory of numbers, while the prime numbers (each of which 
initiates a new series of numbers, namely, its multiples, which 
from that prime number outward extend without end in order, 
and in their due places, throughout the series of whole numbers) 
have so many of their properties due to this fact, that, from 
what one may call a purely ordinal point of view, the distinction 
between the prime numbera and those which are not prime is in 
many respects unsymmetrical. Nobody would speak of the 
character of being a prime number as a privation of the charac- 
ter of having factors. Yet the two classes, prime and not-prirae, 
are not merely negations of each other, within their omi uni- 
verse of discourse. The limitation of the universe is associated 
with many ordinal characters, which the prime numbers pos- 
sess, and which the numbers that have factors do not possess. 
From the point of "view of these ordinal characters, the distinc- 
tion in question thus becomes unsymmetrical. 

Other interesting instances of unsymmetncal 
relations associated "with and modifying the re- 
lation of negation are -furnished by the distinction 
bet'ween ‘continuous’ and ‘discontinuous’ lines, 
aggregates of points, sets or series of numbers, 
‘rational’ and ‘irrational’ numbers, ‘chemical 
elements’ and ‘material substances’ which are 
not chemical elements. In all these cases, ivithin 
some limited universe of discourse, a classification 
invol"ving a negation appears. At the same time 
some more or less important unsymmetncal re- 
lations are so bound up with the not-relation that 
we are certainly not dealing Avith mere ne"atiqn. 

The foregoing illustrations and considerations 
show how, in general, affirmation and positive and 
constructive attitudes of will and modes of know’- 
ledge are defined. In life we always deal 
limited universes of discourse. Within these limited 
universes distinctions arise like those _ between 
solvency and insolvency, success and failure, ac- 
ceptance and refusal, "winning and losing. In all 
such cases the contrasts become unsymmetncal, 
and may be associated iritli extremely complicated 
situations, such as involve triadic or polyadic re- 
lations. Under these conditions, for reasons which 
may be mainly practical, and which may also be 
of great theoretical importance in more or less 
exact sciences, and may be bound up ivith the most 
various enterprises and incidents of life, conduct. 
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and knowledge, Vfe accept as an ‘ affirmative’ atti- 
tude or assertion, or as a ‘ positive ’ deed or state 
of mind, one of two contrasted objects each of 
which is the negation of the other. Our reasons 
are of various sorts, some of which have had to 
serve in the foregoing as illustrations. In conse- 
quence, ‘ pure negation ’ can play no part in our 
concrete tninldng and life, simply because it in- 
volves a merely symmetrical and logical relation 
between objecte each of which is the negation of 
the other, and therefore is in a wholly symmetrical 
relation with the other, whUe there is no reason to 
declare one of the two negations to be the ‘ positive ’ 
and ‘affirmative’ member of the pair. It is in 
association with the other relations which life and 
experience most significantly present that negation 
becomes of concrete importance. Wlien a man 
refuses to steal, society and the moral law are 
interested, not merely in the purely logical dis- 
tinction between stealing and not-stealing, but also 
in what else the man does who does not steal. 

^ The function of negjation in thought and life. 
— In view of the distinctions which have now been 
illustrated, the main purjBose of this article can 
best be accomplished by indicating the practical 
function which negation has in the business and 
conduct of life and in the work of science and 
philosophy. 

This function is frequently defined by pointing 
out that what are generally cmled positive attitudes 
of mind, affirmative assertions, positive commands 
andexhortations, constructive thinking, and equally 
constructive conduct and decision are inseparable 
from negative attitudes, expressions, and opinions, 
and are implied in the latter, so that ‘ pure nega- 
tion’ is indeed impossible, while a positive atti- 
tude of mind is, in general, more fruitful and more 
advanced in its attainment of reasonableness than 
a prevailingly negative attitude. 

What thm article has attempted to add to the 
familiar philosophical lore which is thus sum- 
marized IS (1) a somewhat clearer view of the 
general logical nature of the process of negation, 
and (2) an enumeration of some of the ivays in 
which we have good reason for contrasting a pre- 
vailingly affirmative or positive way of thinking 
and conduct with a prevailingly negative way, and 
for preferring affirmation to negation in certain 
regions and from certain points of view, as well as 
for certain specific purposes. 

Usually, in giving the traditional preference to 
affinnation over negation, those who discuss the 
subject have failed to recognize that, in their purely 
logical character, both affirmation and negation, 
both positive and negative modes of definition, 
conception, and counsel, illustrate the same funda- 
mental logical function. _ This, as a purely logical 
function, involves what is illustrated by the not- 
relation in general, by pairs of terms eacli of which 
is the negation of the other, and by pairs of con- 
tradictories, whether of propositions or modes of 
conduct. Since the not-relation, as purely logical, 
is symmetrical, it seems to involve, in its essential 
nature, no particular reason why one of two con- 
tradictory propositions should possess a form which 
is superior in its fruitfulness to the other, or why, 
of two terms each of which is the negation of the 
other, one should help us to conceptions essentially 
more fruitful than tliose which the other involves. 

We have now seen that the reason why the 
logically symmetrical not-relation becomes unsym- 
metrica'l, and furnishes a pair of terms or proposi- 
tions of which one is more fruitful, more instructive, 
or in general more valuable than the other, lies in 
the fact that, in a limited universe of discourse, 
one of two terms each of which is the negation of 
the other may have a value superior to that pos- 
sessed by the other, and may, in any case, call to 


our attention matters which have an interest not 
possessed by the matters brought to our attention 
by the negation in question. We have also seen 
how both the experience which lies at the basis of 
o_nr classification, or which warrants our proposi- 
tion, and the interest which guides our may 
lead us to emphasize these distinctions between 
the valnes of two terms, modes of action, or pro- 
positions which stand to each other in the not- 
relation. The result of our study is therefore that, 
when we are considering the general value which 
negation is to possess for us, either in the guidance 
of onr conduct or in the clarifying and organizing 
of our information, we should explicitly take 
account (1) of the limitations of our universe of 
discourse, (2) of the values and interests which 
guide ns when we consider or set in order our 
knowledge of this universe or direct our conduct 
in dealing with it, and (3) of the sort of experience 
which guides us as we take account of the various 
not-relations in question. Once more we may be 
aided in this summary by a reference to some of 
the illustrations which we have already used. 

Some one advises us to prefer a positive or 
affirmative mode of guiding out conduct to a pre- 
vailingly negative mode, to consider what to do 
rather than what not to do, to give to the children 
positive rather than negative counsel, not to take 
Mephistopheles for our model, to prefer constructive 
to prevailingly destructive modes of behaidour. 
What does such counsel practically mean ! Who- 
ever says, ‘Do this,’ logically speaking, counsels 
us not to refuse to do this, not to do the contra- 
dictory act. Thus, then, all counsel, in order to 
be positive, is also, in a strictly logical sense, nega- 
tive ; and, as we have seen, there is no such thing 
as purely negative counsel, as always denying, 
as the supposed purely Mephistophelian attitude. 
Nobody is purely constructive. Whoever builds 
the edifice destroys the original structure which 
existed before in the material out of which he con- 
structs the edifice. Civilization implies a destruc- 
tion of vast numbers of natural objects and pro- 
cesses. Whoever rears and trains the mature man 
destroys many of the natural tendencies and habits 
which, apart from training, nature would produce 
in the untrained child. Why, then, does one con- 
ceive of construction as something not negative! 
"V^y does one regard the affirmative attitude as 
something absolutely distinct from the negative 
attitude? WTiy does one prefer the positive in 
life, thought, and training ? 

The answer is, as we have seen, that we live in a 
limited universe of discourse, and that we wish to 
do BO. The very conception of an absolutely un- 
limited universe of discourse would involve mani- 
fold logical contradictions, which are now well- 
knoivn to logicians. Moreover, all that is valuable 
to us takes ^ace in, and is subject to the limitation 
of, the universe of discourse of our present human 
life. Not only is this the case, but all the precious- 
ness of life depends upon it. As experience shows 
ns some of the limitations of this imiverse of dis- 
course, it also reveals some of its values. Our 
ethical conceptions and distinctions give to many 
of these values a more rational character, but all 
the more reveal to us the importance of the asym- 
metries which OUT conduct both finds and prefers. 
We desire to live in houses. Tlie desire has its 
welI-kno\TO empirical foundation, and also its 
rational ethical justification. Constructing houses 
is an activity which stands in contrast with the 
activity of destroying them, and which has a cor- 
responding value. In a duly limited universe of 
discourse we can at pleasure so define the activities 
of building houses and of destroying them that the 
two modes of action stand in a symmetrical not- 
relation to each other. But in this limited universe 
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of disconrse the distinction in value betu^een the 
two processes remains both empirically manifest 
and rationally justifiable. Of the resulting mutu- 
ally negative modes of action one is called the 
‘ positive ’ mode, the other involves that destructive 
treatment of houses which leaves people homeless, 
and which robs the world of its value. Therefore 
the counsel, ‘Build rather than destroj',’ has a 
perfectly definite warrant, whieh at once depends 
upon the logical sj^mmetry of the not-relation in 
its own limited imiverse of discourse and makes 
clear why the one mode of action appears as a 
privation, a wiping out of values, while the other 
appears as both empirically and rationally prefer- 
able. 

If Mephistopheles always denies, his denials, 
which are practical as well as theoretical, are modes 
of action which have their place and value in a 
definitely limited universe of discourse, both social 
and ethical. In their simplest forms and instances 
they appear as a ‘ snubbing ’ of the proposals which 
others made, a sarcastic and cynical showing of 
contempt for human hopes and aspirations ; they 
leave hearts desolate, ruin lives, and add to the 
sum of human horror. Under these circumstances, 
we can understand how every mode of action does 
indeed involve a destruction of something as well 
as a construction of something else, and how the 
not-relations involved are perfectly symmetrical, 
whUe we equally well understand why we prefer 
that hearts should not he made desolate, that lives 
should not be ruined, that the noblest in man 
should not he destroyed. The world in which we 
condemn Mephistopheles for his negation is indeed 
a limited universe of discourse, but the relation 
hetAveen heaven and hell in that ivorld is not merely 
a symmetrical not-relation, but an asymmetrical 
relation — a relation of lower and higher, of the 
noblest to the basest, of tlie heights of justice and 
holiness to the depths of diabolism. It is important 
to see that the logical symmetry of the not-relation 
is needed as the basis of such unsymmetrical rela- 
tions hetAveen good and cauI, heaven and hell, 
salvation and perdition. Witliout negation none 
of these contrasts could he defined, none of these 
distinctions betAveen the loAver and the higher could 
come to clear consciousness at all ; hence negation 
is an ahsolutelj’’ essential function of our thought 
and Avill. IVithout negation there Avould be no 
clearness AA'ith regard to values, no knoAvledge of 
heaven_ or hell, of good or evil ; hence ilephisto- 
pheles is indeed the inseparable companion of the 
one who is to learn Avhat these distinctions are, 
and is even thereby to come into contact with AA’hat 
constitutes their value. 

We turn for a moment to the case of the types 
of pedagogic.al advice Avhich Ave have already 
mentioned. It is true that, if Ave give positive 
counsels to the children, Ave, logicaOy speaking, 
inevitably give them adA-ice Avhich is also negative. 
For AA-e cannot tell them AA-hat to do AA-ithoiit coun- 
selling them not to do the contradictories of AA'hat 
Ave counsel. And, as the children are also more or 
less crudely logical, Avhile some of them are more 
or less quaintly or crudely Mephistophelian, they 
AA-ill frequently’ find their OAvn way of plan- 
ning and performing the contradictory of Avhat aa'c 
counsel. But it is one thing to give them encour- 
aging adA’icc Avhich aAvakens them by AA’inning 
suggestions ; it is another to play in our own Avay 
the part of IMephistopheles, by first finding out 
Avhat their desires are and then explicitly snubbing 
them, and thus condemning them to the depths of 
discouragement, or infiaining their already existing 
disposition to rebel against our counsel. The Ten 
Commandments appear to make their appeal to an 
already more or less evil-minded, rebellions, or 
AvayAAurd people, Avhom the thunders of the laAv 


are to terrify into submission. The use of the 
Avord ‘ not ’ gives to the Commandments this out- 
ward seeming, not because the relation of negation 
is logically unsymmetrical, and not because Ave can 
ever command Avithout also forbidding the contra- 
dictory of our command, but because the limita- 
tions of the universe of disconrse about Mt. Sinai, 
as AA'ell as the unsymmetrical distinctions hetAveen 
the thunders on the top of the mountain and the 
AA’ay doAvnAvard to the plain AA’here the people 
listen to the thunders, strongly suggest the over- 
coming by terror of an already-existing stubborn 

AA’ill. 

On the other hand, the Sayings and the Sermon 
on the Mount give their counsels in a universe of 
discourse Avhere the unsymmetrical relations he- 
tAA’een the Father and His children, betAveen the 
Shepherd and the lost sheep, already inspire con- 
fidence, a tendency to harmony Avith one’s coun- 
sellor, and a disposition to regard him as one Avho 
speaks Avith a peculiar and Avinning ‘authority.’ 
In such a Avorld the not-relation is as definitely 
present as in any other logically definite Avorld of 
counsel. On occasion the Sayings, the Parables, 
and the Sermon on the hlount make explicit both 
the not-relation and the limitations of the universe 
of discourse. But, on the Avhole, Avhile the not- 
relation is logically just as prominent in the 
universe of discourse of the Parables and of the 
Sayings as it is in any other sharply defined 
unh'erse of discourse, the particle ‘not’ does not 
play so large a part as in the Commandments, or 
as Avould he the case in negative apjmals to the 
unAvise or to the erring. The logic of tlie situation 
is identical. What one emphasizes in the mode of 
expression used is distinct; privation is in the 
background. What ought to be is made attractive ; 
Avhat ought not to be is more frequently left to be 
discovered by the enlightened doer of the aa’UI, 
who is expected ‘ to Ioioav of the doctrine’ all the 
better, the more he has been Avon over ‘ to do the 

AA’ill.’ 

The practical moral of all such instances is that, 
both in our definition of the not-relations Avhich 
interest us and in our Avhole use of negations, we 
should carefully consider the universe of discourse 
Avhich Ave propose to employ as the field Avithin 
Avhicli to make our logical distinctions, and also 
the asymmetrical distinctions of value Avhich arise 
Avithin that universe. The problem of the relation 
betAveen these limitations and A’alues and our use 
of negation is partlj’ a pwchological ope, and 
partly one of limiting one’s field of operations, for 
the sake of accomplishing to the full one’s enter- 
prise- . , 

‘ In limitation alone can mastery be displayed. 
Thus the problem of negation is one of limiting the 
field of attention and folloAving the guide of the 
asymmetrical relations Avhich appear AA-ithin that 
field. , 

The case mentioned above, of the so-caUea 
‘ negative theology ’ of the mystics, of The Imita- 
tion of Christ, and of the Hindu seer, still calls lor 
a AA’ord. A ‘ purely negative ’ metaphysical doctrine 
is logically quite as inyiossible as any other ‘ purely 
negativ’e ’ doctrine. For a metaphysical doctrine 
must consist of propositions ; and a system of pro- 
positions essentially consists of a series of pairs or 
mutually contradictory propositions. If 've call 
either or these propositions ‘positiA-e,’ its contra- 
dictory ‘negatiA-e’ is its inseparable companion; 
if we call either ‘negative,’ its OAA-n contradictjon, 
Avhieh then appears as an ‘ affirmative ’ propo.^tion, 
is equally inseparable from it. But the Hindu 
seer, or the author of The Imitation of Christ, or 
any other teacher AA-ho uses expressions Avliiclt 
illustrate a ‘ negative theology,’ is actually 
ing or speaking in a more or less deliberately 
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limited universe of discourse. This universe of 
discourse is supjposed to contain every thing 
possible, because it contains two beings, God and 
the world, the absolute and the finite. But an 
absolutely complete universe of discourse is logi- 
cally impossible ; and the mj'stic’s universe of 
discourse is, in general, a very limited one — con- 
sisting of the objects of our more ordinary experi- 
ence and the apparent object of the mystic 
experience itself. These two objects stand in a 
relation which is certainly not merely the not- 
relation, although Yajnavalkya and h Kempis 
are unnecessarily fond of speaking as if this were 
so. The relation is unsynimetrical in this sense 
that, for the mystic, one of these objects, viz. God, 
the absolute, or the ‘self,’ is ineffably precious, 
and is defined in terms of the decidedly unsym- 
metrical relation ‘ above ’ or ‘ beyond,’ and the 
other is defined as ‘ beneath ’ or sometimes as 
‘ without.’ The relation between this precious or 
perfect absolute object of the so-called ‘ negative 
theology ’ and the objects of ordinary experience is 
sometimes defined in terms of a contrast between 
‘created being’ and ‘uncreated being.’ Now, 
whatever the relation of creation is, it is obviously 
viewed by those in question as unsymmetrical. 
The world ‘ emanates from,’ or ‘ descends from,’ or 
is ‘ produced by ’ its ' conceived Creator. The 
mystic God is therefore not merely and negatively 
uncreated, but He is that from which created being 
emanates or through whose will it is produced. 
The Hindu seers, pantheistic as they were, had 
still their own doctrine of ' emanation ’ and their 
various unsymmetrical relations. 

It follows that the so-called ‘ negative theology ’ 
never tells us anything in terms of ‘ pure negation.’ 
On the contrary, it very volubly characterizes a 
set of unsymmetrical distinctions of value, of 
preoiousness, of grades of being, and of processes 
of emanation, which include numerous not-rela- 
tions, but which depend for all their interest ujoon 
the fact that the mystic presents to us something 
of which he can say that it is best known ‘ when 
most 1 feel there is a lower and a higher.’ 

Perhaps this final illustration, when added to 
the foregoing, may serve to indicate the function 
of negation. In brief, the function of negation is, 
by means of the indispensable and fundamental 
not-relation, to lay a basis for an understanding of 
the complexities and asymmetries of the world of 
experience which may serve to clarify our ideas 
and systematize our conduct. 

LnERATTOE. — Kant's Critique of Pure Reason and Hejrel's 
Ijogic both contain very extended discussions of various aspects 
of negation. To Kant belongs the doubtful credit of having 
deliberately attempted, in his discussion of the Table of 
Categories, to treat negation as involving an essentially 
triadic rather than a dyadic relation. This doctrine has, 
since Kant, been justly neglected. Hegel’s logical discus- 
sions of the topic are manifold, and have been historically 
very influential. See also the Logics of R. H. Lotze (^Leipzig, 
18S0-S4), C. von Sigwart (STiibingen, 1804), F. H. Bradley 
(London, 1883), B. Bosanquet (2 Oxford, 1911), and W. Wundt 
P.Stuttgart, 1893-95), as well ns A. N. Whitehead and B. A. 
W. Russell’s treatment of various aspects of the not-relation 
in their Principia Matliematica, Cambridge, 1910-13, and 
elsewhere. See also T. Harper, The Metaphysics of the School, 
London, 1879-84. The term ‘negative theolow' is used by 
Dionysius Areopag., de ityst. Theol. 1 fl., de Oiv. Nom. i. 4. 
See also Scotus Erigena, de Div. Rat. ii. SO. 

tToSIAII I?.OYCE 

NEGRILLOS AND NEGRITOS.— The exist- 
ence of living Pygmy peoples in Africa (Negrillos) 
and in Indonesia and Melanesia (Negritos), and 
the discovery of their skeletal remains in Europe, 
have given rise to much theorizing as to the position 
of such dwarf peoples in the genealogical tree of the 
human race. According to J. Kollmann (Korre- 
spondenzblatt der deutsch. anthrop. GesellscJiaft, 
xxxvi. [1905] 9, and Globus, Ixxxvii. [1905] 140), 
the oldest forms of man were of small stature; 
from them the modem races gradually developed, 


each tall race being preceded by a correlated small 
one. W. H. Flower says : 

'We may, therefore, regard them [Pygmies] as little-modified 
descendants of an extremely ancient race, the ancestors of all 
the Negro tribes [African andIndo-Pacifio]’(JA/ ix. [1880)132). 
W. Schmidt [Die Stellung der Pygmcicnvolker, 
Stuttgart, 1910, p. 298) describes them as humanity 
in its childhood. Other authorities regard the 
Pygmy tribes as degenerate forms ; G. Schwalbe 
(Studien zur Vorgesch. des Menschen, Stuttgart, 
1906) states that they are due to selection under 
poor and isolated conditions ; indeed, their position 
18 still an open question (cf. art. Dwarfs and 
Pygmies). 

As regards the ethnology of the Pygmies, we 
find them to be uniformly at a very backward 
stage of culture. They are collectors and hunters, 
whose weapon is the bow and arrow ; some 
Negritos, however, have learned from neighbouring 
peoples to till the soil. They are typically mono- 
gamous. 

I. Negrillos of Central Africa. — In the work 
named above Schmidt summarizes our knowledge 
of the Pygmy peoples. He there quotes A. Le 
Roy [Les Pygmies, Tours, 1905, p. 176 f.), who 
emphasizes the great difference between the reli- 
gious ideas of the Negrillos and those of the 
Negi’oes among whom they live. The Negrillos 
have hardly any cult of the dead, and no fetish 
huts or images dedicated to them, no amulets, no 
professional sorcerers or priests. They have cer- 
tain charms for ensuring success in hunting, but it 
has not yet been ascertained whence these derive 
their power. A marked contrast to the polytheism 
and nature- and ancestor-cults of the Negroes is 
afforded by the notions of certain Pygmies as to 
the supreme being. The chief of the Boni Pygmies 
of E. Africa gave Le Roy the following account of 
Waka, their god : 

•He is lord of all. He gave the Boni these lands, forests, 
rivers, and all by which they live. He cannot be seen, but he 
sees men very well. Sometimes he descends into the Boni camp 
and kills one of them. Then they bury that one deep in the 
earth end move away from there ; for it is dangerous to remain 
under the eyes of Waka. He is strict and must have his share 
of everything. Therefore when they kill o buffalo the best 
piece is taken and laid on the lire ; part is burnt on the fire, 
the rest the man and his children eat. If any one finds honey, 
he does not take any till he has thrown a little into the forest 
and up to the sky. If he wants to drink palm-wine, he first 
pours a little on the ground. The following words are said: 
“ Waka, thou hast given me this buffalo, this honey, this wine. 
See there thy share. Give me henceforward strength and life, 
and let nothing evil befall my children " ’ (quoted by Schmidt, 
p. 232). 

Ifc should be noted, however, that the Hamitio 
Galla of E. Africa have a supreme being, ^V&q, 
who is conceived as the omniscient and all-power- 
ful creator of everything earthly and represents 
the principle of good ; he possesses all the sublime 
qualities of godhead and is prayed to for preserva- 
tion of life and property and for all worldly pros- 
perity (P. Paulitschke, Bcitragc zur EtJmographie 
und Anthropologie der Som&l, Galla und Harari, 
Leipzig, 1886, ii. 19). Le Roy also gives an account 
obtained from a member of the Ajongo tribe of 
Gabun, which has mixed with the Negroes but 
retains distinct and ‘ higher ’ religious ideas. The 
supreme being is called Nzambi — a name which 
also occurs among some lY. Bantu, though with 
vaguer significance. He lives up above, and speaks 
through thunder to tell men that rain will fall. 
He is lord over all and has made and disposed all 
things, and before him we are very small. He 
causes life and death ; after death the shade sinks 
into the earth and then gradually mounts up to 
him, and receives reward or is cast into the fire 
according to his merits (quoted bj' Schmidt, p. 
232 f.). The Nkula Pygmies offer the firstfruits of 
the nkula-nut to their god with a short ceremony. 
The Bekii mixed Pygmies honour a supremo being, 
Nzame, maker of the sky, the stars, light, and the 
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eyes, the pupils of which reflect his image and are 
the seat of life. Beasts and men arose from his 
union with a lesser maternal deity. The Bektt 
also have a spirit-cult ‘ which is evidence of Ne^o 
influence.’ J. M. M. van der Burgt states (Un 
grand Peuple de VAfrique 6quatoriale, Bois-le- 
Duc, 1904, pp. 46, 74, 82, 119-121, 137, quoted in 
Schmidt, p. 234) that the "Wa-Twa of Urundi have 
a supreme spirit Indagarra, who created a man 
and woman, and judges people after death accord- 
ing to their deserts. Below him is Ryangombe, a 
spirit who is associated with the ancestral pair, of 
whom, however, there seems to be little or no cult. 
The Wa-Twa wear few amulets themselves, though 
they are said to make all those of the Wa-Rundi. 

P. H. G. Powell-Cotton {‘Notes on a Journey 
through the Great Ituri Forest,’ Journ. Afr. Sac., 
1907, pp. 5, 6) found among the Pygmies of 
Mawamhe the belief that thunderstorms were con- 
trolled by a higher power, and an oflering of food 
to the supreme spirit at a ceremonial feast to give 
them luck on moving to a new hunting-ground. 
H. H. Johnston writes ; 

‘Even these dwarf hunting nomads (in the Congo basin], 
leading a life equivalent to one of the earliest stages of human 
culture, believe — so far as their impressions have been recorded 
— in some vague superhuman power of the sky (Nzambi, if 
they speak in Bantu dialects), and think that chiefs or village 
elders live again after death in the form of bush-pigs or snakes’ 
{Georgt Grenfell and the Congo, London, 1903, ii. 632). 

Among some, at any_ rate, this power seems to be 
regarded as bad, for it occasionally slays men -with 
its fire (Johnston, The Uganda Protectorate, 
London, 1902, ii. 539). 

2. Negritos of the east — (a) Andamanese . — 
The Andamanese, according to A. R. Broivn (The 
Andaman Islands, Cambridge, 1916, oh. iii,), be- 
lieve in two difterent kinds of supernatural being ; 
(1) the spirits inhabiting the fore.st and sea respec- 
tively, which are the ghosts of dead men and 
women ; and (2) other beings connected with the 
sun and moon, lightning and thunder, and the 
monsoons (Biliku and Tarai) ; these are all associ- 
ated with the phenomena of nature. The only 
being outside these categories about whom Broivn 
could discover anything was Nila, who lives in 
hollow Pterocarpus trees and comes out to slay 
human beings who approach his trees. The most 
important beliefs are those relating to the weather 
and seasons, which are under the control of Biliku 
(Pnluga) and Tarai (Deria). The connexion 
between Biliku and the north-east monsoon is 
fundamental ; throughout the Great Andaman 
wind, rain, and storm are associated with Biliku, 
or with Biliku and Tarai, who is identified with 
the south-west monsoon. As to other points 
accounts differ in various parts : in the north Tarai 
is often said to be Biliku’s husband ; elsewhere 
they are said to be two friends (male) who have 
quarrelled, or again Biliku is a pair whose children 
are the winds. In all the groups bad weather is 
regarded ns the result of Biliku’s anger ; lightning 
is a fire-brand flung by her (him). There is com- 
plete unanimity also as to the three things which 
are punished in this way : (1) the melting or burn- 
ing of bees-wax ; (2) cutting or interfering with a 
certain number of plants, especially at a certain 
period of the year ; and (3) killing a cicada or mak- 
ing a noise during the time cicadro are singing at 
morning or evening. The idea that Biliku dislikes 
the smell of burning wax may be due. Brown 
suggests, to the fact that honey is collected and 
wax melted every year just before the rains begin, 
and so the breaking of the monsoon has come to 
be regarded as resulting from the offence caused to 
Biliku in this way. Similarly, the season for dig- 
ging up yams is in October, and November is the 
month for the worst storms and cyclones. 

There are numerous legends about the ‘ances- 


tors’ who first inhabited the Andamanese world, 
in which Biliku figures. 

In one Luratut (the kingfisher) stole fire from Biliku, who 
lived on n separate island from the ancestors; Biliku woke up 
and flung a fire-brand at him, after which in wrath Biliku went 
to live in the sky. Another tale from the south tells how Puluga 
was sent away out of the world by the ancestors whose huts 
and property he used to destroy. In another version it was a 
ba shell that Biliku flung at the thief, which is used by women 
for slicing yams and seeds. One informant said that Biliku 
(who had a husband Forokul) made the earth, sky, and sea, 
discovered the use of all the edible roots known to the Anda- 
manese, and is very angry if these are gathered in the rainy 
season. The points to note in these tales are that Biliku lived 
on earth but apart from the ancestors, that fire was stolen from 
her, and that she flun^ a fire-brand or shell-slicer. Tlie belief 
in Biliku as the first being is sporadic and undeveloped, and, in 
Brown’s opinion, an accretion (FJj xx. [1009] 257-271). 

It has been stated that the Andamanese tend to 
personify natural phenomena, and, just as the sun 
and moon are regarded as two persons, the sun 
being the wife of the moon, so the two monsoons 
were personified as Biliku and Tarai and made 
wife and husband. In the five northern lin^stic 
groups of Great Andaman Biliku is female; so 
also IS her counterpart Dluga in Little Andaman ; 
in two other groups she is male, and in the remain- 
ing three predominantly so. Two facts indicate 
that Biliku was originally feminine : (1) that nt 
the two extremities of the islands Biliku and Oluga 
are female, while three of the five central groups 
seem to reveal an intermediate stage ; (2) that she 
hurls fire-brands or shell-slicers instead of shooting 
arrows, as a man would do. There seem to be no 
legends about Tarai ; in the south he is generally 
ignored, even storms from the south-west being 
attributed to Puluga. 

The account of Andamanese beliefs by E. H. 
Man (On the Aboriginal Inhabitants of the Anda- 
man Islands, London, 1883, pp. 84 ff., 88 ff.), difler- 
ing from Bromi’s more in interpretation than in 
actual data, forms the basis of Schmidt’s version, 
in which Puluga is made to figure as a high god, 
creator and supreme judge, ‘ who has forbidden 
deceit, theft, raids, murder, adultery, and the 
burning of wax (for magical purposes)’ (p. 195). 
The prohibition on yams and other edible fruits 
during the first half of the rainy_ season is inter- 
preted by Schmidt as a sort of offering of firstfruits ; 
according to Brown, they are not available for 
food until the end of the rainy season. When 
Man denies to the Andamanese any form of cult 
or religious rites (p. 88), and M. V. Pprtman con- 
firms this as regards prayer and sacrifice, adding 
that no love is felt for Puluga (A Hist, of our 
Relations with the Andamanese, CJalcutta, 1899, i. 
44), then Schmidt questions whether our know- 
ledge of the Andamanese justifies such categorical 
negatives (pp. 197-200), and adopts the_ rOle of 
counsel for the defence of Puluga as high god, 
revered and beloved by man, preferring to ascribe 
certain anthropomorphic tendencies in the deity to 
a later mythological stratum (p. 203). _ He is con- 
vinced that a moon-mythology similar to the 
Austronesian must formerly have dominated the 
Andamans ; according to this, the waxin" moon u 
male, the waning moon male or female. Thus the 
male waxing moon which appears first in the 
south-west is Tarai, the male, and so the sex of 
Bililm when regarded as female is satisfnctenly 
accounted for. To sustain his theory Schmidt w 
obliged to assume that S. Andaman, where_ Man ® 
observations were made, is in a more primitive 
condition than the north, for which assumption he 
offers no adequate proof. The conflicting vieira or 
Brown and Schmidt found expression in a short 
controversy in Man (x. [1910] 2, 33, 66, 82). 

Ceremonial observances of the Andamanese are 
social rather than religious in character (cf. chs. 
ii. and v. of Broum’s Andaman Islands). Certein 
periods in the life of the individual are regarded ns 
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critical, and at such times food-tahus are strictly 
observed. Thus on attaining puberty both boys 
and girls have to abstain from honey, turtle, du- 
gong, etc., and a number of vegetable foods for two 
or three years, on the expiration of which the 
turtle-eating ceremony takes place, when a new 
name is conferred. After some months the pig- 
eating ceremony follows, and then by degrees the 
youth or girl reverts to normal met. During 
pregnancy and for one month after the child is 
bom a mother observes certain food-tabus, in which 
her husband shares. 

Disease and death are attributed to the ghosts 
of jungle and sea. The body is decorated, flexed, 
and enveloped in the sleeping mat, and a shell- 
knife is placed in the hand. It is either buried in 
the groimd or exposed on a platform, with the face 
to the east ; plauorm disposal is regarded as more 
honourable. A fire is lighted and a vessel of water 
is placed beside the grave; sometimes the dead 
man’s bow and an arrow or two or a harpoon and 
line are left on it. After the funeral the camp is 
abandoned, and a period of mourning ensues, at the 
end of which the bones are exhumed, broken up, 
and strung together into ornaments to be worn by 
the near relatives. The bodies of enemies are 
burned, so that blood and fat ascend in smoke and 
the ghost does not trouble the slayers. After 
killing turtle, pig, etc., certain precautions are 
taken to avoid trouble with the animal’s ghost. 

The Andamanese think that a man can die and 
come to life again. It is the man’s double, re- 
flexion, or shadow that leaves his body at death, 
and may visit people in dreams while he is alive. 

' In every tribe there are alternative and inconsistent beliefs 
as to the place where spirits go, which by different accounts is 
in the sty, beneath the earth, out to the cast where the sun 
and moon take their rise, or in the jungle and sea of their own 
country ’ (Brown, p. 170). 


These ghosts haunting jungle and sea can be 
kept at a distance by wearing strings of human 
bones or certain leaves, b^ fire, bees-wax, an arrow, 
or red paint ; but whistling attracts them. Medi- 
cine-men (or, less often, medicine-women) acquire 
their power by contact with the ghosts ; a man can 
come into contact with them by dying and then 
coming back to life, or by meeting them in the 
jungle, or in a less degree power may be obtained 
through dreams. Medicine-men are able to cause 
or cure disease, and to control the weather by- 
simple rites directed either against Biliku or Tarai 
or against the ghosts of the sea. Among all super- 
natural forces it is Biliku, controller of the weather, 
who is of paramount importance, for on fine 
weather depend the hunting, fishing, and dancing 
which make up the work and pleasure of the Anda- 
man Islander’s life. 

(6) Scmang of the Malay Peninstda.—A full ac- 
count of the religious beliefs of the Semang, based 
largely on the observations of Vaughan-Stevens, is 
given by W. W. Skeat and C. O. Blagden {Pagan 
Races of the Malay Peninsula, London, 1906, ii. 
oh. vi.). 

‘ The Semang religion,’ they observe, ‘ in spite of its recogni- 
tion of n “Thunder-god" (Kari)nnd certain minor “deities," 
has very little indeed in the -way of ceremonial, and appears to 
consist mainly of mj-thology and legends. It shows remarkably 
few traces of demon-worship, very httle fear of ghosts of the de- 
ceased, and stiil less of any sort of animistio beliefs ’ (ii. 174 f.). 
Kari is of supernatural size, but is now invisible. 
He created everything except the earth and man- 
kind, but when Pl6 had made men Kari gave them 
souls. He is omnipotent and knows whenever men 
do wrong ; certain acts anger him, but sometimes 
he pleads with Pl§ on man’s behalf. Kari is the 
giver of life, the causer of death, and the supreme 
judge of souls. He requires a blood-sacrifice; 
during a thunderstorm a few drops of blood are 
drawn from the shin, mixed with a little water in 
a bamboo receptacle, and thrown up to the sky. 
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accompanied among the E. Semang by a form of 
invocation. As a rule, however, invocations, 
which are requests for material advantage, have 
not advanced to the stage of a fixed form, but are 
simply a wish expressed in conversational phrase 
addressed to the great spirits or deities. Pie also 
receives blood-sacrifices. R. Martin {Die Inland- 
stdmme der malayischen Halbinsel, Jena, 1905, p. 
9p6) regards this proceeding during a storm as 
simply a weather-charm and in no sense an act of 
worship or cult. Besides Pie and his sister Simei 
there are other deities subordinate to Kari who 
act as his messengers. 

The E. Semang believe that each man has a soul 
shaped like himself, blood-red, and the size of a 
gram of maize. New souls sit in a tree behind 
Kari’s seat till he sends them forth ; they are con- 
veyed by a bird which is kUled and eaten by the 
expectant mother. Each species of animal has a 
corresponding soul-plant; ‘fish-souls come from 
grasses, bird-souls from their eating certain fruits ’ 
(Skeat-Blagden, ii. 215 f.). When Kari desires to 
punish a person, he sends a disease home by the 
wind-demon, who deposits it upon the culprit’s 
forehead. The god Pie pacifies Kari and permits 
the Semang to avert the punishments by gi-ving 
them a talisman: a woman is protected by the 
special designs engraved on the combs worn in her 
hair ; according to Vaughan-Stevens, the patterns 
used by her sex to avert the special ills affecting 
them were the invention of Simei, the sister (or 
daughter?) of Pie {Veroffentl. aus dem. konigl. 
Mus. fur Volkerhunde, iii. [Berlin, 1894] 110). 
Definite patterns ward off specific diseases; as 
many as eight different combs may be worn at 
once. These combs are buried with a woman to 
afford protection to her soul. Men avert diseases 
by means of patterns invented by Pie on quivers, 
blow-pipes, and bamboo staves. Similar combs 
are worn by the Pangan Sakai of Perak, and most 
of the mixed tribes. Martin says (p. 703) that he 
found them mainly confined to the Sakai, being 
much rarer among the woolly-haired Semang ; he 
notes various amulets in use among the Semang 
(p. 954; cf. Skeat-Blagden, i. 396 ff., 149). 

When a man dies, his burial bamboo is inserted 
in his girdle. On this tube, which is larger for 
men than for women, patterns are incised by the 
tribal chief. If a man has been very wicked, his 
chief -will refuse to cut the patterns on it, and the 
soul will have to appear before Kari -without it 
and will certainly be condemned. 

•The soul -was believed to cross over into Paradise by means 
of a tree-bridge, from which the souls of the wicked fell into a 
boiling lake beneath, through fright of a monstrous figure that 
mounted guard over the bridge ’ (Skeat-Blagden, ii. 217). 

After swimming about there desperately for three 
years, they may be rescued by the ciuef of the 
heaven of fruit-trees, who lets down his great toe, 
to which they cling and are drawn out. The old 
and wise (chiefs and medicine-men) are buried in 
trees, so that their souls may be able to fly over 
the head of the monster at the bridge. The Kedah 
Semang believe that the heavens consist of three 
stages : the highest, filled with fruit-trees yielding 
luxuriantly all the year, is inhabited by the greater 
persons of mythology ; the second also contains 
wild fruit-trees ; the third has nothing but low 
brooding clouds which bring sickness to mankind 
(ih. i. 460, ii. 207 f., 217). 

The medicine-man is usually the most important 
member of the tribe ; chiefs nearly always seem to 
be medicine-men of more or less repute. They 
obey prohibitions on the flesh of goats, buffalo, and 
fowls which are not incumbent on other tribesmen. 
They are able to enter the fruit paradise in a 
trance, to turn themselves into tigers, to slay men 
at a distance, and to supply infallible love-charms 
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{ib. ii. 225-227). There are a good many myths 
and beliefs about animals — elephants and tigers in 
particular are occupied by the souls of dead chiefs ; 
and there are vague ideas of a big conflagration 
replacing the -n-ide-spread flood-myth {ib. ii. 221 ff., 
219). Martin regards animal tales as of Malay 
origin (p. 950). 

As regards the supreme position of Kari, Martin 
considers (p. 986 f.) that Vau^han-Stevens’ data 
upon which mainly Skeat and Blagden base their 
stotement require confirmation before a primitive 
theistic system can he ascribed to the inland tribes. 
‘From the primitive spirits . . . a single almighty, 
^^Tathful and rewarding god has developed under 
foreign influence,’ undergoing a new connexion 
with a much more primitive animism and demonism, 
though of these only traces appear among the 
Semang. There are thus two views : (1) a wholesale 
substitution of religious beliefs for which there is 
no evidence as yet available ; and (2) that of Schmidt 
(pp_. 219-229), who states that the Semang afford a 
striking contradiction to most modern evolutionary 
theories as applied to religion. For of the three 
main groups of backward peoples, we find among 
the Pygmy Semang, who are culturally at the 
lowest stage, ‘recognition and reverence of a 
Supreme Being -svith practically no manism and 
animism . . . hut retrogression of reverence for 
the Supreme Being and growth of manism and 
animism the more cultural development advances 
among the Senoi and Jakun’ (Schmidt, p. 228). 
As to the foreign influence assumed by Martin, it 
should be noted that the Semang live farthest from 
and the Jakun nearest to the zone from which such 
influence could emanate. See, further, art. Malay 
Peninsula. 

(c) Philippine Islanders, — Not much is knoivn 
about the religion of these tribes, and some accounts 
are contradictory. The best is that of W. Allan 
Reed (‘Negritos of Zambales,’ Phil. Is. Ethnol. 
Survey Publications, vol. ii. pt. i. [Manila, 1904]), 
who says : 

'The basis of oil the superstitious beliefs of the Negritos ... 
is the constant presence of the spirits of the dead near where 
they lived when alive ’ (p. 65). 

All places are inhabited by them, and all adversity 
— sickness, ill-luck in hunting, failure of crops — is 
attributed to them ; as long as things go well, they 
are not much considered. In one place there is a 
huge black boulder which is believed to he the 
home of one powerful spirit; it seems that the 
spirits of all who die enter this one spirit, or anito, 
dwelling in the rook. No Negrito passes without 
leaving a banana or some article of food there. 
Disease is usually regarded as a punishment, the 
more serious maladies being sent by the supreme 
anito. Lesser diseases are inflicted by minor spirits, 
but these have to invoke the aid of the supreme 
spirit when a more severe punishment is to be 
meted out. A sickly child’s name may be changed 
so as to avoid the attentions of some spirit. A 
medicine-man or medicine-woman {manga-anito) 
can exorcize a spirit causing trouble. Charms are 
also used to remedy diseases. A certain yellow 
parasitic plant imparts great powers, and can 
attract a woman. 

After a hunt the game is divided. The chief 
.■nan present takes a small part of the entrails or 
heart, cuts it into little pieces, and scatters them, 
chanting a few words of thanks to the spirits ; this 
is never omitted. F. Blumentritt {Globus, xlv. 
[1884] 75), referring to the Negritos of N. Luzon, 
states on the evidence of Father Villaverde that a 
single piece is thro^vn into the air with an invocation 
to one spirit only (cited by Schmidt, m 230). 

According to A. de Quatrefages {The Pygmies, 
Eng. tr., London, 1895, p. 159 f.), all Negritos 
believe that the spirit survives the body and has 


the same requirements as in life; a dead man’s 
how and arrows are therefore hung above his grave 
and gifts of tobacco and betel are placed on it. 
A. Schadenberg {ZE xii. [1880] 144) states that 
there is a land of moon cult (cf. also D. G. Brinton, 
in The American Anthropologist, 1898, pp. 293-^07). 
Dances are held at the full moon, though it may 
he that they are held then merely for the com 
venience of light (cf. F. H. Sawyer, The Inhabitants 
of the Philippines, London, 1900, p. 204). Their 
mimetic dances are described by Reed (pp. 52-64), 
hut he does not say whether there is any underlying 
religious significance. Combs analogous to those 
of the Semang, but apparently non-magical in 
character, are worn by both sexes (Reed, p. 38, pi. 
xxxvi.). 

The only true Pygmy peoples as yet discovered 
in New Guinea are the Tapiro and Pesechem, who 
are too slightly known for anything to be said 
about their relirion. The peoples of mixed Pygmy 
descent are dealt "(vith in art. New Guinea. 

Though there exists among certain Pygmy 
peoples, both African and Indonesian, a more or 
less definite belief in a supreme spirit, any sugges- 
tion that this is a general characteristic of Nemillos 
and Negritos is to be regarded as highly speculative 
and premature in view of the fragmentary evidence 
as yet available. 

LiTERATimE. — ^Thia Is sufflciontlr indicated in the course o( 
the article. A. C. HADDON. 


NEGROESANDW. AFRICA.— I. Introduc- 
tion ; fetishism. — The pure pagan Negro is repre- 
sented by numberless tribes inhabiting the coast- 
line from Cape Verd to Calabar, and extending 
here and there even to the borders of the Sahara. 
Within this vast area, much of which is still only 
partially explored, are to be found several domi- 
nant Negro races, many large tribes, more or less 
independent, ivith numerous branch tribes, and 
smaller tribes having distinct characteristics. On 
the outsldrts of this Negroland, where the Muham- 
madan wave has swept forward from the north 
and north-east, and where the Negro is gradually 
merging into the Negroid, the religious beliefs of 
the people are losing much of their originality and 
becoming impregnated with Muslim ideas, though, 
on the other hand, the Muhammadans of this 
border-land show themselves willing to accept freely 
many so-called superstitious pagan beliefs. South 
of Calabar, and inland to the eastward, i.e. in the 
Cameroons, Gabun country, and Loango, the 
people belong to the great Bantu family. _ _ 
With the scant knowledge that we possess, it is 
difficult to reduce the religion of the aboriginal 
Negroes to any really systematic form ; for there 
is little intercourse between one great tribe and 
another, little exchange of religions ideas, and no 
one supreme religious head to whom all the Negro 
peoples look for guidance. Again, the Negroes 
nave no written language ; except by word of 
mouth, they have no means of communicating 
with each other ; and therefore there are no sacred 
books or other writings handing down the history 
or tenets of their religion from one generation w 
another. What has been discoverea about their 
religion has come to light principally during the 
last two centuries ; before that little_ was known 
of the country for more than a few miles from the 
coast-line. I’he slaves conveyed to the W Indies 
and America came from all parts of the interior ; 
but, since they shared a common misfortune, it 
may be assumed that the men of one tribe would 
be prone to assimilate the beliefs of their fellow- 
slaves of other tribes, so that the religion of the 
old W. Indian and American slaves cannot bo held 
to represent that of any individual Negro tnbe. 
There is always the possibility, also, that tho 
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natives’ beliefs have been warped and confused by 
the statements of the Christian preacher. 

Theories as to the process by which the W. 
African natives have arrived at their present state 
of religion are of two kinds : (1) that, in the begin- 
ning, Jahweh revealed Himself to all men on earth, 
and that He alone was worshipped ; that subse- 
quently this monotheism gave place to polytheism, 
out of which in the course of time grew idolatry, 
superstition, demonism, etc. (this theory is upheld 
by some Christian missionaries who have lived 
long among the people, and who have been careful 
students of their religious ideas) ; and (2) that the 
Negroes (and the Bantu) are gradually working 
upwards to monotheism. But Ave might equally 
Avell theorize that the natives be^an Avith mono- 
theism, fell away, and are noAv drifting back to 
monotheism. It matters little hoAv the people 
reached their present stage of religion ; it is Avith 
the actual state of religion as noAv found to exist 
among the various tribes that Ave have to deal. 

Modern students of the Negro religion Avho have 
conducted their researches on the spot are few in 
number, and the tAvo to Avhom the Avorld is indebted 
for a great part of its knoAvledge unfortunately 
died before the completion of their Avork. A. B. 
Ellis left behind him a storehouse of valuable in- 
formation, to Avhich Mary H. Kingsley added in 
no small degree, the former dealing more especi- 
ally Avith the true Nemoes of the Gold Coast and 
of the Slave Coast, and the latter Avith those of the 
Oil Rivers and Avith the Bantu further south. Of 
these Bantu in the neighbourhood of the Gabun 
R. H. Nassau has Avritten fully, as has R. E. 
Dennett of the Fjort (or Bavili) Bantu. But, in 
the districts beyond those named above, there 
remains a virgin field, Avhere the student of W. 
African religion may find a sufficiency of Avork. 
Noav and again notes are made by careful observers 
travelling through, or residing in, those districts, 
and such scraps of information increase our knoAv- 
ledge s but the gaps are stUl Avide. 

M. H. Kingsley^ divides W- Africa into four 
main ‘ schools ’ of religion, Avhich may be said to 
extend geographically along the coast: (1) from 
Sierra Leone to the Niger mouths, (2) thence east- 
Avards to the Cameroons, (3) the Mpongwe country, 
about the Gabun River, (4) the Loango country 
(north of the Congo), peopled by the Fjort (Fjat, 
Fiote, or Bavili). In each divisiouj she considers, 
the religious aim, or guiding motive, is distinct 
and clear ; and, though the various peoples of the 
tribes thus grouped have not all arrived at the 
same stage, yet the fundamental aim of each 
‘school’ appears to exist in every case. Thus, 
the one ana of the religious practices of the 
Negroes AvestAvard of the loAver Niger basin is to 
preserve human life ; of the Oil River natives to 
enable the soul to pass successfully through death ; 
of the MpongAve Bantu to attain material pros- 
perity ; while the religion of the Fjort Bantu 
(Nkicism) is concerned chiefly Avith the cnlt of the 
mystery of the poAver of earth (n/aci= mysterious 
poAver; nZ:tct-ci=mj^sterious poAver of the earth; 
nA:tci-iici= mysterious poAA'er in personal protective 
charms, etc.). Such religious ends are not easy 
for the Christian mind to grasp, and to understand 
them at all it is necessary to realize that a Negro 
thinks in quite a different manner from a European. 

With the exception, perhaps, of some of the 
Bantu, the peoples of Africa do not appear to 
speculate on such far-off things as the creation of 
the Avorld, but almost eve^ Negro tribe possesses 
some legend connected Avith the origin of man. 
Sometimes the legend is immistakably of Fhceni- 
cian introduction (for the Phoenicians are knoAvn 
to have penetrated as far as the Gold Coast) ; at 
1 ir. African Studiet, p. IIC. 


other times it shoAvs signs of having come from the 
Christian niissionaries on the coast or from the 
Muhammadans of the interior ; AA'hile, again, there 
are legends so local and narroAv in their notions as 
to be clearly marked as of tribal evolntion. 

The Yorubas nmintain that, before the earth was peopled by 
men, there was ahvoj’a Olorun, the great god of the firmament, 
and that by him another god, Obatala, was created and placed 
in charge of all things connected witli the firmament and the 
earth. For Obatala was created also a goddess-wife named 
Odudua, who bore a boy and a girl named Aganju and Yemajn. 
The brother and sister married, and had a son (Orungan), 
whose evil doings brought about the violent death of his 
mother, at which event there sprang from her body fifteen gods 
and goddesses. On the spot where Yemaja died, runs the 
legend, the town of Jfd was built, and Avas for many centuries 
considered a sacred city. In this manner the Yorubas account 
tor the creation of their pods, by whom alone, they believe, tbe 
world Avas at one time inhabited. As to the period of man’s 
creation Y'oruba opinions differ, some holding that the first 
couple Avere made out of mud by Obatala, others that they 
came from Yeinaja's body Avith the gods, and that they were 
named Obalofun Lord of Speech ’) and lya (‘ Mother ’)— names 
AA'hich strike one ns having been inspired by Christian mission- 
aries. 

Among many tribes there seems to be a more or 
less general belief that, for a long time before the 
creation of man, there Avas a god epoch, folloAved 
by a giant epoch ; and that the advent of man 
caused tbe giants, if not also the gods, to become 
invisible, but to remain on the earth to harass 
man. 

In some parts of W. Africa the Negroes have a legend that, 
in the long-ago, a ladder Nvas placed between the earth and the 
abode of the gods in the skies, and that, when a person was old 
and inOrm, he was called by the gods to ascend the ladder ; one 
daj* a cripple boy began to ascend the ladder, and was pursued 
by his mother, whereupon the gods, infuriated at women and 
children attempting to intrude, flung down the ladder for ever. 

But legends of this kind are regarded as mere 
fairy-tales by the mass of the people, and their 
religion does not in any Avay hinge on them. 

Tliere are also myths about the sun, the moon, 
the stars, and the rainboAA'. These are found prin- 
cipally in Dahomey and the adjoining countries, 
and, judging from their similarity to myths exist- 
ing in otlier parts of the Avorld, are probably not 
of Negro origin. 

Lissa, the spirit of the sun, is Avorshipped by the Dahomans, 
as is Gleti, the spirit of the moon, who is the Avife of Lissa. The 
stars are held to be the children of Lissa and Gleti ; and eclipses 
are accounted lor as domestic wrangles betAveen the spirit of 
the sun and that of the moon. Anyi-Ewo, the spirit of the 
rainboAT, is worshipped by the Eavc tribes, Avho have the myth 
that the rainboAV is a huge serpent which, when thirsty, comes 
forth from the sea, stands on its tail at one side of the earth, 
and bends its head over to drink at the other side. 

Those students Avho maintain that the Negro 
tribes are Avorking up, or Avorking back, to mono- 
theism have noticed that, in many instances, 
peoples that have undoubtedly sprung from a 
common stock have not advanced toAvards mono- 
theism equally rapidly, although they may sIioav 
little difference m other respects, i.c. in the 
European idea of civilization. This is, perhaps, 
attributable to euAuronment — to the nature of the 
country in AA'hich the respective tribes dAvell. In 
an open country, Avhere means of communication 
are easy, the people are enabled to discuss matters 
and exchange ideas more freely, whereas, in lieaA'y 
forest-land, Avhere little intercourse exists betAveen 
one -village and another, things remain at a stand- 
still. The result of this condition of aflairs is 
shown principally in the number of the gods Avor- 
shipped. The peoples held to be most adA’anced in 
the religious scale have cast aside many of their 
old gods, retaining only a fcAV ; and these are 
common to tbe Avhme tribe, so that the inhabitants 
of one AuUage Avorsbip the same gods, under the 
same names and AAdth the same rites, as the in- 
habitants of another village of the tribe. On the 
other hand, peoples held to be Ioav in the religious 
scale have gods Avithout number, but for the most 
part purely local — ^very often knoAA-n to and Avor- 
sbipped by one person only. In short, it is con- 
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sidered by these students that religious advance 
among the Negroes carries with it a reduction in 
the number of gods worshipped, which may imply 
that, as the Negro’s mind develops, he realizes 
that, since the greater gods control the lesser ones, 
it is a waste of time to endeavour to propitiate the 
latter. All this may he true of the Negroes, hut, 
as will he seen below, it does not appear to hold 
good with the semi-Bantu and Bantu tribes who 
dwell immediately east and south of the true 
Negroes. 

The word generally used by Europeans to 
describe the religion of W. Africa is 'fetishism’ 
(q.v.)j from the Portuguese /eiYifO, ‘a charm,’ or 
‘magic.’ S3monymous witn ‘fetish’ (implying 
charm) are the words gri-gri, used by the natives 
about Sierra Leone and Liberia, ju-ju, used by 
Europeans in the neighbourhood of the Oil Rivers 
and the Niger Districts (said to he derived from 
French yoM-/oa), nkici-Jcici of the Fjort, and so on. 
Now, this word ‘fetishism’ is unknown to the 
natives themselves, and its use in its original sense 
conveys a totally erroneous impression of the 
nature of the W. African’s religion, implying, as 
it does, a system of idolatry or worship of tangible 
images, combined with a great amount of magic. 
As we shall see, the religion of the Negro and 
Bantu is something quite different, and the error 
arose from the superficial observations of early 
travellers, who noticed only what may be called 
the lower form of the religion of the people. The 
word has been so long in use, however, that it is 
unlikely to be abolished, though its original mean- 
ing may, in the course of time, be forgotten. Pure 
fetishism does exist to a certain extent in many 
parts, but it does not often hold the ruling place 
in the religion of the people. Among most of the 
tribes there is a higher and a lower form of re- 
ligion, both thoroughly believed in and practised, 
as often as not, ^ the same people at the same 
time. With the Fjort, e.g., there is the worship, | 
or reverence, of the goddess Nzambi, with all the 
strange mystery appertaining to the earth-spirit, , 
which is in a sense a perfectly good religion ; but | 
there is also fetishism of the lowest form — super- 
stitious dread of evil spirits, a belief in charms, 
witchcraft, and every abomination of what may 
be termed the ‘ black art.’ 

To fathom the depths of W. African religious 
thought we must start with a knowledge of certain 
matters on which the Negro bases his beliefs. 
(1) His religion has no connexion whatever with 
morality ; no Negro imagines that he is ‘living in 
a state of sin ’ ; nor, as far as morality is concerned, 
does he see any harm in murder, theft, or any other 
crime. If, therefore, he commits an offence for 
which he is punished by a European court of law, 
by his king, by a secret society, or by the com- 
munity, he considers, not that he has sinned, but 
that, by some omission or some act of stupidity 
(apart nrom the commission of the actual crime), 
he has unwittingly brought down on himself the 
wrath of some god or evil spirit. (2) All Negroes, 
however low they stand in the religious scale, have 
a firm belief in the existence of an mdwelling spirit 
in almost everything animate and inanimate (except 
such things as are made by human hands). Hold- 
ing these conrictions, and believing that nearly 
every non-human indwelling spirit is capable of 
utilizing at will the material wherein it dwells as 
a powerful agent for influencing or controlling the 
actions of man and of all living things, the Negro 
argues that everything that occurs — every accident, 
every natural phenomenon, in fact every event — ^is 
caused by the workings of an indwelling spirit, by 
some human spirit which has temporanlv lost its 
abiding-place, or by some other spirit of the spirit- 
world. It was originally believed that the in- 


dwelling spirits of all things in nature were hostile 
to man ; it was their aim to thwart man in every 
possible way, and even to destroy life. ^ 

With a knowledge of the above beliefs, it is not 
difficult to trace the evolution of Negro worship. 
Every object in nature was believed to possess an 
invisible spirit, ever on the look-ont to work de- 
stmction on man. The spirit of the sea caused 
shipwrecks; that of the nver upset canoes ; trees 
and rocks, impelled by their spirits, fell and crushed 
those passing by. In order to ward off the anger 
of these spirits, the Negro sought to appease them 
by offering them something which he imagined 
would be acceptable to them and at the same time 
be a deprivation to himself. The nature of the 
sacrifice or offering would depend on the import- 
ance of the god or spirit, i.e. on the degree of 
misfortune which the god or spirit would be able 
to produce. It might take the form of merely a 
little food, or might require to be something greater 
— a blood-offering of a goat or even of a human 
being ; for it is thought that the spiritual essence 
or indwelling spirit of anything offered to a god is 
enjoyed by, or enters the service of, that god. By 
constant propitiation of a particular god or god- 
spirit it was magined that, in the course of time, 
the worshipper became not only immune from 
harm, but also more or less under the protection 
of the god. Consequently, it became every man’s 
object to devote his attention to one particular god, 
and he usually selected for his special worship the 
god whose actions he most dreaded. It is easy to 
understand from this that several individuals of 
the same family, following similar vocations, feared 
the malignancy of the same god, so that the god 
was worshipped by the family and became a family- 
god. For similar reasons, a whole tribe or a whole 
nation would worship the same gods. They shared 
a common fear of a common enemy, and, on the 
principle of co-operation, agreed to appease him 
by combined worship and sacrifice, or by the same 
means to obtain his goodwill. In order further to 
save trouble in guarding the abiding-places of the 
gods or spirits and looking after the sacrifices made 
to them, certain individuals were appointed by the 
tribes and maintained at the expense of the people. 
This was, at any rate in the Gold Coast and Slave 
Coast regions, the foundation of the priesthood, 
which henceforward increased, and in many districts 
became paramount. It was imagined that the 
priests, by close association with the sunonndinga 
of the god for whom they cared, became his con- 
fidential agents, and so mediators between man 


ind the god. 

2. Gods and idols. — The use of English equiva- 
lents for W. African conceptions is unsatisfactory, 
since it is almost impossible thus to define clearly 
the native’s ideas. StiU, when writing of many 
tribes, speaking many different languages, it is 
impossible to employ Negro or Bantu words always, 
[t IS, therefore, necessary to explain at the outset 
ivhat is implied by certain words which have been 
idopted in the following pages as the nearest 
iquivalents to W. African notions. The '"'prds 
nost likely to be misunderstood are ‘ god, ‘ spmt, 

‘ sold,’ and ‘ ghost ’ ; f or very frequently they appear 
X) overlap one another. Negroes and Bantu ot 
Africa believe that their gods are matenal ana 
tangible beings, generally of human form, resulmg 
n the skies, in the world, or under the world, ana 
nvisible to man, but making themselves ■nsib*® 
iccasion to their special priests. These gods possess 
nvisible indwelling spirits, which have permanent 
)r temporary abodes, and which have the power oi 
lassing themselves into any article^ they choosy 
iven, for a period and for some particular pnrpo-r’ 
nto the body of a priest. The word ‘spirit 
ised to denote (1) the indwelling spirit of a goa . 
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(2) the indwelling spirit conceived to have its 
residence in aU things animate and inanimate; 
and (3) that spirit, good or evil, which belongs to 
the great world of invisible spirits, and which will 
ever remain in it. ‘ Soul ’ is the indwelling spirit 
of a human being, as long as he is alive, or, where 
re-incamation is believed in, until re-hirth takes 
place. ‘Ghost’ (as distinct from ‘spirit’ and 
‘ soul ’) is the filmy individuality supposed by some 
people to leave the man’s body at death, and occa- 
sionally to make itself visible in a shadoAvy form. 

With regard to the gods of the peome, it is 
maintained by some observers — chiefly by Christian 
missionaries— that all W. African tribes, whether 
god-worshippers or not, believe in the existence of 
a supreme being, manlike in form, and dwelling in 
the skies, but no longer taking any interest in the 
afiairs of man, and therefore not worshipped. Such 
are Nyankupon of the Tshis, Nyonmo of the Gas, 
Mawu of the Ewes, Olorun of the Yoruhas, Abassi 
of the Efiks, Osowo of the Indems, Anyambi of 
the Mpongwe, etc. In preaching of the Christian 
God the missionaries use the name of the supreme 
god of the people, and, consequently, it is probable 
that the Negro’s ideas of his chief god are not the 
same to-day as they were before the advent of the 
missionaries. But even noAV the natives regard 
him not as an omnipotent creator, hut as merely 
one of many gods, having no influence or control 
over the other gods, and neither feared nor loved. 
To this there is, perhaps, one exception, viz. 
Nzambi-Mpungu, whom some of the Fjort people 
believe to have been the creator of the world, 
though they no longer worship him. 

Ellis and others have collected much information 
concerning the gods worshipped Iw some of the 
peoples dwelling between Sierra Leone and the 
Niger mouths, and the information is of ^reat 
value, more particularly as showing the condition 
of the Negro mind. The gods that have been best 
studied are those of the Negroes of the Gold Coast 
and of the Slave Coast, and a knowledge of their 
characteristics and functions will assist in under- 
standing the extent to which a W. African’s life is 
hound up in his religion. It must he recognized, 
however, that, although a Negro may be able to 
describe exactly what he thinks each particular 
god is like, he does not pretend to have ever seen 
the god, and he does not for a moment imagine 
that the image or representation of the god is 
the actual god. But he does believe that the gods 
are material beings, each possessing an indwelling 
spirit ; that they reveal themselves in a material 
form to their priests, into whom on occasions they 
pass their spirits ; but that to ordinary people they 
are spirits, and, like other spirits, inidsible. These 
gods or their spirits have their abodes (permanent 
or temporary) in objects of nature, in images, in 
the elements, in the surf, the tornado, the lightning, 
the pestilence, fire, etc. 

Taking the Gold Coast and Slave Coast tribes 
from west to east, we find that the further east 
one travels, the fewer are the gods of the people. 
The Tshi-Meaking and the Ga-speaking tribes of 
the Gold Coast have innumerable gods, while the 
Yoruhas of the Slave Coast have few. All these 
gods may be classified according to grade or im- 
portance ; thus, among the Gold Coast peoples 
there are: (1) national gods universally wor- 
shipped ; (2) local deities universally worshipped 
under the same names ; (3) local deities ; (4) town, 
village, and family deities; and (6) private gods. 
East of the Gold Coast tribes dwell the Ewe- 
speaking peoples of the Slave Coast, whose gods 
can be reduced to three classes, while eastward 
again we find among the Yoruhas only two distinct 
classes of deities. It would be quite possible to 
classify the deities according to their origin ; for 


some evidently belong to the old mythology, while 
others — the greater number — are of more modem 
creation. East of the Yoruba country, and inland 
along the banks of the Niger, the gods worshipped 
appear to be again numerous; then in the Oil 
Kivers, although certain gods are aclmowledged, 
little attention is paid to their worship, for reasons 
which appear below. Further down the coast, where 
the true Bantu succeeds the Negro, no active gods 
are even acknowledged by the Mpongrve and other 
tribes of the Gabun region. But among the Fjort, 
to the north of the Congo, there is the great goddess 
Nzambi. 

The following is a description of the more im- 
ortant gods recognized or worshipped by the 
etter-known tribes. 

i. Gold Coast tribes. — ( a) National gods uni- 
versally acknowledged or worshipped . — Bobowissi 
is supposed to dwell at "Winnebah Hill, and was 
originally the principal god of the tribes along the 
coast between Appollonia and Barracu (near Accra), 
as well as of the NYassaw, Arbra, and Assin tribes 
inland. He appointed sJl local deities and had 
control over the elements — thunder, lightning, 
storms, etc.; he has a day of annual sacrifice 
(Kohbor) at the end of August. Former^ it was 
usual to sacrifice human beings to him. He is re- 
presented in human form, though twice the size of 
man, and black. In his right hand he carries a 
sword, and his left hand is held behind his back. 
His wife is Abu-mehsu (spirit of the river of the 
same name), who is worsnipped as a goddess by 
some of the coast tribes. 

Tando is the principal god of the Ashantis and 
other northern tribes of the Tshi group, and is 
represented as similar in appearance to Bobowissi. 
Driver ants are sacred to him, and his wife is 
Katanviri (spirit of that river). She is represented 
as of human shape, black, and of enormous size, 
and crocodiles are her special care. As the southern 
tribes were for several centuries at war with the 
Ashantis and northern tribes, Bobowissi was held 
to be hostile to Tando, and tribes throwing off 
their allegiance from Ashanti exchanged the wor- 
ship of Tando for that of Bobowissi. 

Nyankupon, or Nana-Nyankupon (t.e. 'Lord of 
the Sky ’), is acknowledged by some of the southern 
tribes to have supplanted Bobowissi as chief god. 
His origin appears doubtful, and by some he is 
supposed to have been introduced by Christian 
missionaries. He has no priesthood, and little 
account is taken of him. The Negroes seem to 
have gradually come to the conclusion that Nyank- 
upon dwelt at too great a distance from the earth 
to take any interest in its inhabitants, except occa- 
sionally to show his displeasure by means of some 
great calamity. They feared his vTath, but were 
unable to propitiate him except through his deputy 
Bobowissi; and they still regard Bobowissi as 
obtaining his power solely from Nyankupon. 
Nyankupon is represented as a man-like god, 
possessing the faculties and passions of man, and 
essentially a material being. 

(6) Local deities universally worshipped under 
the same names . — Sasabonsum is a monster of 
human form, of red colour, and ivith long hair. 
His abode is either below or above the ground 
wherever the earth is red, i.e. stained with the 
blood of his victims. He is also said to dwell in 
bombax (silk-cotton) trees. He is a most malig- 
nant and death-dealing god, and cannot be appeased. 
Wlien dwelling in a tree, he crushes his victims by 
causing it to fall ; when living underground, he 
produces earthquakes ; and in all cases he devours 
those on whom his wrath descends. 

Srahmantin is a hideous female monster, dwell- 
ing only in certain bombax trees. She terrifies 
those who pass by her abode, seizes them, and keeps 
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and is represented as an old man -witli a withered Incomplete as the above list is, it shows that 
leg. Flies and mosquitoes are his messengers, and among the Iho people on the hanks of the Lower 
the badge of his followers is a stick with red and Niger the gods are innumerable, and doubtless 
white marks. Dada (Eda, or Ida), the god of new- were the list complete, it would be found that the 
bom children and vegetables, is represented^ by a reh'gion of this great tribe is in much the same 
calabash studded with cowries and containing a stage of development as that of the peoples of the 
lump of indigo. Oya, the principal -wife of Shango, Glold Coast. 

and goddess of the Niger, is sometimes represented v. Natives of the Cross Eivee.— These tribes 
by an image with nine heads (mouths of the Niger), according to C. Partridge, have many gods be’ 
Afefe, the -svind, is her messenger. Oshun and sides the greater one or overlord whom the Efik 
Oha have been already mentioned as being wives of people call Ahassi, and the Indem people Osowo 
Shango_ and goddesses of the rivers hearing their and in addition to the lesser god Nfam, who is 
respective names. Aje Shaluga is the god of worshipped by most of the tribes. There are 
wealth, and his badge is a large cowry-shell, deities common to a tribe, town, village, club, or 
Orisha-Oko, the god of the farm and of crops in belonging to a private household. Among the 
general, is worshipped far and -wide, and has many local gods and goddesses may he mentioned : 
priests and priestesses. He corresponds to the Alcwoainsi and Ekissi (a deified ancestor), wor- 
yam-god of other tribes, hut, besides looking after shipped at Ingkimm (Atam) ; Majo (a deified 
the fruits of the earth, he is also concerned ivith ancestor), represented by a wooden post carved in 
human fertility. Bees are his messengers, and his human form, and worshiped by the people of 
emblem is an iron rod. Oke is the god of moim- Akerita and Abia. At Obubura (Eshupum) the 
tains, and is worshipped Iw people dwelling in most important local god is Binokkpabi, whose wife 
hilly or rocky country. Oshosi is the_ god of is Awtoba ; their son, Agadiden, and daughter, 
hunters, and helps them to kill game, while Orun Ebu, are also worshipped. Other gods of Obubura 
(the sun) and Oshu (the moon) are nowadays w'or- are Ibrambri, Emanna, Binokkpabi (in female 
shipped by only very few of the people, arid no form), Obumuku, and Nchuku, while each house- 
sacnfices are ofiered to them. hold in the town possesses gods of its own. At 

Other minor deities worshipped by the Yoruhas Oburukpon (Eshupum) the people worship the 
are : Shigidi, Olarosa, Osanhin, Aroni, Aja, Oye, yam-god Osibi Kehvurra, who is concemecl 'ndth 
Ibeji, Oshumare, and Olori-merin. marriages, and Ibillekpari, protector of women. 

Shigidi, the god of nightmare, is a malevolent At Awakande the yam-god is called Ahanna, his 
god, whose evil actions can be invoked by one man wife Ekpaga, and his daughter Oka. The most 
against another during sleep. He is represented important tribal god of the Aruns is Okeiworo, 
by a short, stout cone of clay, embellished with who is represented by a clay figure of a man, 
co^vries. Olarosa is the house-god, and is repre- having goat’s horns stuck on his head, coivries for 
sented by an image, in the form of a man -with a eyes, and a white cloth round his loins._ ‘ His 
stick, set up at the door of the house. Osanhin, right arm is covered -with sheep’s wool, and in each 
the god of medicine, is much worshipped ; his hand he grasps a wooden weapon.’ 
emblem is a bird upon an iron bar. Aroni, god of vi. Fjoet (or Bavili) Bantu. — Mpnngu, or 
medicine as well as of the forests, is represented Nzambi-Mpungu, t.e. ‘Father,’ or ‘Father of the 
as a one-legged man, ivith the head and tail of a Fearful First-born,’ is regarded by the Fjort as 
dog ; and Aja, goddess of the forests, is said to the overlord, and there is a legend (possibly intro- 
resemble a woman in miniature, bei^ only 18 duced by missionaries 400 years ago) which says 
inches in height. Oye is the god of the Harmattan that he created the universe, as well as Pmcess 
wind, and gigantic in stature. Ibeji, the pro- Nzambi_, whom he then married, uith a view to 
tector of twins, corresponds to Ho-ho of the Ewes ; populating the world. After that he handed over 
and Oshumare, the rainbow-god, is identical with the control of everything to Nzambi,_ and retired 
Anyi-Ewo, worshipped by those people, Olori- to his far-olf palace. He has no priests and no 
merin was a four-headed god, with the legs and worshippers. 

feet of a goat, who protected toivns ; but liis Nzambi is the great goddess whose cult m the 
worship appears to have now ceased. foundation of the higher form of Fjort religion. 

iv. Negroes OF THE Lower Niger. — About the At the present day she is represented by an im- 
gods of the tribes dwelling on the banks of the mense wooden image of a woman, though it is 
Niger and in the districts of the Oil Eivers little generally thought that prior to some 250 years ago 
reliable information is forthcoming. Gunu, the she had no such image. Her name means Mother 
chief god of the tribes in the neighbourhood of the Earth (lit. ‘ Terrible Earth First Created ), and 
confluence of the Niger and Benu6, is believed to she is considered to have been the mother of _mM 
be a deified ancestor of the Igaras, and is of a and of the lower animals. Sheis servedbypnests, 
beneficent disposition. Proidder of children and who are held to be able to obtain from her such 
crops and controller of the elements, he dwells in benefits as the people desire, for Nzambi is well- 
certain groves and has an actual festival (Jan.- disposed towards mankind and all animals. Her 

Feb.), when ofierings of food are made, princi- place of abode is in the sky, but her spirit is eve^- 
pally by childless women praying for oflspring, and where in the earth, in mountains, rocM, etc. 
cultivators anxious about their crops. Sebo is a Failing to distinguish between NzambiandlNzamDi- 
tribal god of the Igbiras ; Okenga is a tribal god Mpungu, the early Christian missionaries oMurned 
of the Igbiras and Igaras ; Ebo and Ode are local that Nzambi was the creator, and therefore 
gods of the Igaras ; Ikenga, Oflb, Isu-Chuku, Isi her name as a translation of the word ‘ God. And, 
are tribal gods of the Ibos ; Eki, Aroh, Onisseh, later on, Jesuit inissionaries, in the endeavour to 
Anni-Asaba, local gods of Asaba (Ifao) ; Orinse, assimilate Christianity with the religion 0*^“° 

Anni-Onitcha, Okikeba, Ojedi, TJtoh, Azeh, local people, led the natives to believe that their goddess 

gods of Onitcha (Ibo) ; Anni-Mogoro, Adjeh, local Nzambi was identical with the Virgin Mary tiie 
gods of Oko (Ibo) ; Igi-Oji, local god of Odekwe result being to produce complete confusion in tne 
Hbo) ; Fejokoo, local god of Abo (Ibo), is repre- Fjort mind. , , 

sented in clay at the celebration of the yam- The eflect of the belief in an all-powerful godue^ 
festival, and regarded as the supplier of yams ; has been to raise the position of women among tne 
Ogbooka, local god of Abo (Ibo), is represented in Fjort to a much higher level than elsewhere in w. 
wood and carried in this form at the yearly festival, Airica. , 

being the Abo god of mirth. Certain things, such ns sacred groves, trees. 
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plants, rivers, and even animals, are believed to 
be Mled •with the sacred spirit of earth, i.e. the 
nkici-ci is held to be inherent in them by nature. 
Such things are holy, and possess mysterious 
po'wers, received originally from Nzambi. But, so 
far as the actual •worship of the goddess is con- 
cerned, every thing is left to the priest (the _ngan<7a- 
nmmbi, or nganga nkici-ci), who dwells in a hut 
on the edge of a small plot of sacred ground, which 
is kept scrupulously clean. To these places the 
people repair when they have any simple benefit to 
ask of the goddess, such as ram, children, good 
crops, etc. The priest is paid handsomely for his 
advice or divination, and the matter is left in his 
hands. At certain times the chiefs assemble their 
people to clean up these sacred plots of ground, 
when sacrifices of white fowls are offered, and 
much dancing takes place. ^ This may, perhaps, be 
considered an act of worship. Otherwise there is 
no popular worship of Nzambi. It seems almost 
established that the cult of Nzambi was imported 
several centuries ago from outside. For, according 
to local history, or tradition, when Fumu Kongo, 
king of Congo, occupied the province of Loango, 
he sent priests of Nzambi with the princes itoo 
took over the country. Wherever these princes 
stayed, there a priest remained, and established 
a plot of ground sacred to the spirit of earth 
(nkici-ci). 

Besides the above-mentioned naturally sacred 
things, there are other objects which the priests, 
by the performance of certain ceremonies, can 
make sacred. These, then, are bound up with the 
higher form of Fjort religion ; e.g., each village and 
each family has its holy ground, on or near which 
there is a hut containing the family gods, or images, 
as well as a tree with holes made in it. ‘ Medicines ’ 
are placed in the holes, which are then closed •with 
pieces of looking-glass. These family or household 
gods are said to be connected with the spirits of 
the winds, and Dennett' mentions the following 
difi'erent kinds : 

(1) Mpurabu (supposed to be brought by the east wind) ; two 
little wooden figures ot a man and a woman, about 18 ins. high, 
which are made sacred by the priest, witli particular ceremonies. 
A man of the family has first to be sanctified, i,e. the mysteri- 
ous spirit (nicici-eC) is passed into his head, and henceforward 
he becomes the spokesman of the figures, which, after having 
been filled mth ‘ medicines,’ are handed over to his care. His 
method of invoking their aid, to kill or protect, is to throw 
palm-kernels or dust at them. (2) Mabili (also brought by the 
east wind) is a kind of boundary gateway, consisting of two up- 
right poles and a cross-pole or string, decked ■with grass and 
feathers. (3) Tshimbuka (brought by the west wind) is a round 
basket made of certain leaves, and holding the family remedies. 
It is invoked by rattling a gourd containing a few hard seeds 
at it. Two guardians, a man and a ■woman, properly spiritual- 
iied (as in the case of the guardian of the Mpumbu), look after 
it and speak lor it. (4) Nzaci (brought by the west wind) is 
also a basket, somewhat similar to the last-named, though the 
ceremonies of spirituallsSng its guardians are different. (6) 
Ngofo (brought by the south-west wind) Is another kind of 
basket, flat and open. In this case the guardians go through a 
marriage ceremony, and each wears an iron bracelet. (6) Lembe 
(brought by the south-west wind) also takes the form of a 
basket containing medicines, the guardians being bound by the 
most sacred marriage ties, and wearing bracelets. 

It seems hardly accurate to apply the term ‘ god ’ 
to such things as these, yet there is no very great 
difference between them and the family and private 
gods of the Gold Coast tribes — the honsum and the 
suhman. The bohsum is held to have been ap- 
pointed by some higher god, and to have received, 
through a priest, the spirit of that god ; the siihman 
is also inspired, hut \vithout the assistance of a 
priest. Similarly, it might he maintained that the 
east wind appointed the mpumbu ; hut apparently 
the Fjort priest does not pass the mysterious 
spirit (nkici-ci) into the figures, baskets, and brace- 
lets, hut rather into their guardians. In the 
articles themselves^ he places ‘ medicines,’ i.c. the 
spirits of herbs (nkici, not nkici-ci). 

I At (Ae Back of the Black Man’s Mind, p. 87 ff. 


.Ml the above belong to the higher form of Fjort 
religion in that they are, in one way or another, 
connected with the spirit of the earth, emanating 
from the goddess Nzambi. The lower form of 
religion, which deals with the ‘ black art,’ may be 
said to be the religion of the common people. It 
has no connexion with the nkici-ci, the sacred spirit, 
and is -worked by a distinct class of fetishmen, who 
are believed to have the power of passing into 
images and other articles every description of e-vdl 
spirit. This is true fetishism; it is discussed 
below, § 4, 

3. Human souls and futurity. — Connected -with 
the conception of the indwelling spirit previously 
referred to is the Negro’s belief concerning what 
may be termed his ‘ soul ’ or ‘ souls,’ i.e. the 
^irit or spirits which he believes to dwell in him. 
Probably the whole theory of the indwelling spirit 
had its origin in the man’s belief in his oivn in- 
dwelling spirit. Be that as it may, it is main- 
tained by many W. Africans that a human being 
possesses four souls — the surviving, or immortal, 
soul, the bush-soul, the shadow-soul, and the 
dream-soul. The immortal soul is held to be the 
most important, and the others are dependent on 
or subservient to it. The Tshis and some others 
believe that this soul has a definite earth-dwelling 
period allotted to it ; and that, if the body of an 
individual passes away before that period has 
elapsed, the soul remains in the world to complete 
its earthly existence as a homeless wanderer. 
Being without an abode, this wander-soul endeav- 
ours to find a resting-place in the body of some 
human being — a new-born child, if possible. The 
bush-soul dwells in the body of a wild animal in 
some part of the bush ; the man himself possibly 
does not know the animal or the part of the country ; 
the animal and the human oumer of the bush-soul 
die simultaneously. The shadow-soul exists in the 
man’s shadow, and the Negro is careful to keep in 
the shade at noon-tide, so as not to lose his shadow- 
soul. When the sun sets, the shadow-soul takes 
its rest, and at sunrise awakes in great strength 
and length ; but it can be destroyed by an enemy 
thrusting a weapon through it ; and the death of 
the shadow-soul brings death to its human possessor. 
Of the dream-soul there is much to be said. "When 
the Negro is awake, his dream-soul is practically 
dormant ; but, as soon as the man goes to sleep, it 
endeavours to escape from its human prison and 
enjoy itself with other dream-souls, A dream, 
therefore, results from the escape of the dream-soul, 
which, wandering forth, encounters the dream- 
souls of other men and the souls or indwelling 
spirits of inanimate things. When the man 
awakes, the dream-soul returns, the mouth being 
the means of egress and ingress. But, should the 
chain of the dream be broken by the sleeper being 
suddenly awakened, there is the danger of the 
dream-soul being shut out. Such a catastrophe 
reduces immediate illness, the other three souls 
eing affected at once ; and, unless the dream-soul 
can be conjured back into the body forthwith, the 
case must prove fatal. The dream-soul can be 
brought back only by a fetishman, or witch-doctor, 
who IS possessed of the power of catching it and 
returning it to its proper place, by way of the 
patient’s mouth. With regard to the wander-soul, 
I.e. the immortal soul with a period of mundane 
existence remaining after the death of the body to 
which it belonged, its first object is to find a body 
from which the dream-soul is temporarily absent, 
and to take its place. This introduction of a 
strange soul, of course, deranges the body, and the 
Avitch-doctor, having been summoned and ha^ving 
discovered the presence of the wander-soul in the 
body, proceeds to draw it out, and insert the dream- 
soul in its stead. But the witch-doctor does not 
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and is represented as an old man -with a withered 
leg. Flies and mosquitoes are his messengers, and 
the badge of his followers is a stick with red and 
white marks. Dada (Eda, or Ida), the god of new- 
born children and vegetables, is represented by a 
calabash studded with cowries and containing a 
lump of indigo. Oya, the principal -vvife of Shango, 
and goddess of the Niger, is sometimes represented 
by an image with nine heads (months of the Niger). 
Afefe, the wind, is her messenger. Oshun and 
Oba have been already mentioned as being wives of 
Shango and goddesses of the rivers bearing their 
respective names. Aje Shaluga is the god of 
wealth, and his badge is a large comy-shell. 
Orisha-Oko, the god of the farm and of crops in 
general, is Avorshipped far and wide, and has many 
priests and priestesses. He corresponds to the 
yam-god of other tribes, but, besides looking after 
the fruits of the earth, he is also concerned Avith 
human fertility. Bees are his messengers, and his 
emblem is an iron rod. Oke is the god of moun- 
tains, and is Avorshipped 1^ people dAvelling in 
hilly or rocky country. Oshosi is the god of 
hunters, and helps them to kill game, Avhile Orun 
(the sun) and Oshu (the moon) are noAvadays Avor- 
shipped by only very feAV of the people, and no 
sacnlices are oS'ered to them. 

Other minor deities Avorshipped by the Yorubas 
are : Shigidi, Olarosa, Osanhin, Aroni, Aja, Oye, 
Ibeji, Oshumare, and Olori-merin, 

Shigidi, the god of nightmare, is a malevolent 
god, Avhose evil actions can be invoked by one man 
against another during sleep. He is represented 
by a short, stout cone of clay, embellished with 
coAvries. Olarosa is the house-god, and is repre- 
sented by an image, in the form of a man Avith a 
stick, set up at the door of the house. Osanhin, 
the god of medicine, is much Avorshipped ; his 
emblem is a bird upon an iron bar. Aroni, god of 
medicine as Avell as of the forests, is represented 
as a one-legged man, Avith the head and taUof a 
dog ; and Aja, goddess of the forests, is said to 
resemble a Avoman in miniature, bei^ only 18 
inches in height. Oye is the god of the Harmattan 
Avind, and ^gantic in stature. Ibeji, the pro- 
tector of tAVins, corresponds to Ho-ho of the Eavcs ; 
and Oshumare, the rainboAV-god, is identical Avith 
Anyi-EAVo, Avorshipped by those people. Olori- 
merin was a four-headed god, AA'ith the legs and 
feet of a goat, Avho protected toAvns; but his 
worship appears to have noAv ceased, 
iv. Negroes of the Loaver Niger. — ^Aboutthe 

f ods of the tribes dAvelling on the banks of the 
Tiger and in the districts of the Oil Kivers little 
reliable information is forthcoming. Gunu, the 
chief god of the tribes in the neighbourhood of the 
confluence of the Niger and Benu6, is believed to 
be a deified ancestor of the Igaras, and is of a 
beneficent disposition. Provider of children and 
crops and controller of the elements, he dAvells in 
certain groves and has an actual festival (Jan.- 
Feb.), AA'hen ofierings of food are made, princi- 
pally by childless women praying for oflspring, and 
crJtivators anxious about their crops. Sebo is a 
tribal god of the Igbiras ; Okenga is a tribal god 
of the Igbiras and Igaras ; Ebo and Ode are local 
gods of the Igaras ; Ikenga, Ofib, Isu-Chuku, Isi 
are tribal gods of the Ibos ; Eki, Aroh, Onisseh, 
Anni-Asaba, local gods of Asaba (Ibo) ; Orinse, 
Anni-Onitcha, Okikeba, Ojedi, Utoh, Azeh, local 
gods of Onitcha (Ibo) ; Anni-MoMro, Adjeh, local 
gods of Oko (Ibo) ; Igi-Oji, locm god of OdekAA-e 
Gbo) ; Fejokoo, local god of Abo (Ibo), is repre- 
sented in clay at the celebration of the yam- 
festh-al, and regarded ns the supplier of yams; 
Ogbooka, local god of Abo (Ibo), is represented In 
wood and carried in this form at the yearly festival, 
being the Abo god of mirth. 


Incomplete as the above list is, it shoAvs that 
among the Ibo people on the banks of the LoAver 
Niger the gods are innumerable, and doubtless 
were the list complete, it Avould be found that the 
religion of this great tribe is in much the same 
stage of development as that of the peoples of the 
Gold Coast. 

V. Natives of the Cross Kiver.— T hese tribes, 
according to C, Partridge, haA’e many gods be- 
sides the CTeater one or overlord whom the ECk 
people call Abassi, and the Indem people Osoavo, 
and in addition to the lesser god Nfam, Avho is 
AA'orshipped by most of the tribes. There are 
deities common to a tribe, town, village, club, or 
belonging to a private household. Among the 
local gods and goddesses may be mentioned: 
Akwoainsi and Ekissi (a deified ancestor), Avor- 
shipped at Ingkiram (Atam) ; Majo (a deified 
ancestor), represented by a Avooden post carA'ed in 
human form, and Avorshmped by the people of 
Akerita and Abia. At (Jbubura (Eshupum) the 
most important local god is Binokkpabi, AAmose wife 
is AAvtoba; their son, Agadiden, and daughter, 
Ebu, are also worshipped. Other gods of Obubura 
are Ibrambri, Emanna, Binokkpabi (in female 
form), Obumuku, and Nohuku, AA'hile_ each house- 
hold in the toAvn possesses gods of its oaatu. At 
Oburukpon (Eshupum) the people AA'orship tlie 
yam-god Osibi KeiAVurra, who is concernecf AA'ith 
marriages, and Ibillekpari, protector of Avomen. 
At Awakande the yam-god is called Abanna, his 
Avife Ekpaga, and his daughter Oka. The most 
important tribal god of the Aruns is OkeiAvoro, 
Avho is represented by a clay figure of a man, 
having goat’s horns stuck on his head, cpAATies for 
eyes, and a white cloth round his loins._ ‘His 
right arm is covered Avith sheep’s avooI, and in each 
hand he grasps a Avooden Aveapon.’ 

vi. Fjort (or Bavili) Banth.— M pungu, or 
Nzambi-Mpungn, i.e, ‘Father,’ or ‘Father of the 
Fearful First-born,’ is regarded by the Fjort as 
the overlord, and there is a legend (possibly intro- 
duced by missionaries 400 years ago) which says 
that he created the universe, as Avell as Pmcess 
Nzambi, Avhom he then married, AAith a view to 
populating the Avorld. After that he handed over 
the control of everything to Nzambi, and retired 
to his far-off" palace. He has no priests and no 
worshippers. , - ai, 

Nzambi is the great goddess Avhose cult m the 
foundation of the higher form of Fjort religion. 
At the present day she is represented by an_ im- 
mense AVOoden image of a AVoman, though it is 
generally thought that prior to some 250 years ago 
she had no such image. Her name means Mother 
Earth (lit. ‘ Terrible Earth First Created ’), and 
she is considered to have been the mother of _ man 
and of the loAver animals. She is served by priests, 
Avho are held to be able to obtain from jier sucU 
benefits as the people desire, for Nzambi is aatH- 
disposed toAvards mankind and all animals. Her 
place of abode is in the sky, but her spirit is cve^- 
AA'here in the earth, in mountains,^ roclm, etc. 
Failin g to distinguish be tAveen Nzambi and Ia zam bi- 
Mpungu, the early Christian missionaries assumed 
that Nzambi aa'us the creator, and therefore adopted 
her name as a translation of the AA’ord ‘God. And, 
later on, Jesuit missionaries, in the endeavour to 
assimilate Christianity with the religion of tnc 
leople, led the natives to believe that their goddesr 
ilzambi aa-os identical AA-ith the Virgin Mary— tiir 
result being to produce complete confusion m tiif 
Fjort mind. _ , , 

The effect of the belief in an all-powerful godde.. 
has been to raise the position of AA-omen among tti 
Fjort to a much higher level than elsewhere in aa 

Africa. - 

Certain things, such as sacred groves, tree 
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E lants, rivers, and even animals, are Relieved to 
e filled ^vith the sacred spirit of earth, i.c. the { 
nJdci-ci is held to he inherent in them hy nature. 
Such things are holy, and possess mysterious 
powers, received originally from Nzamhi. But, so 
far as the actual worship of the goddess is con- ’ 
cerned, everything is left to the priest [thenganga- 
nzambi, or nganga nkici-ci), who dwells in a hut 
on the edge of a small plot of sacred ground, which 
is kept scrupulously clean. To these places the 
people repair when they have any simple benefit to 
ask of the goddess, such as ram, children, good 
crops, etc. The priest is paid handsomely for his 
advice or divination, and the matter is left in his 
hands. At certain times the chiefs assemble their 
people to clean up these sacred plots of ground, 
when sacrifices of white fowls are offered, and 
much dancing takes place. This may, perhaps, he 
considered an act of worship. Otherwise there is 
no popular worship of Nzamhi. It seems almost 
established that the cult of Nzamhi was imported 
several centuries ago from outside. For, according 
to local history, or tradition, when Fumu Kongo, 
king of Congo, occupied the province of Loango, 
he sent priests of Nzamhi with the princes who 
took over the country. Wherever these princes 
stayed, there a priest remained, and established 
a plot of ground sacred to the spirit of earth 
{nkici'ci). 

Besides the above-mentioned naturally sacred 
things, there are other objects which the priests, 
by the performance of certain ceremonies, can 
make sacred. These, then, are hound up with the 
higher form of Fjort religion ; e,g., each village and 
each family has its holy ground, on or near which 
there is a hut containing the family gods, or images, 
as well as a tree Avith holes made in it. ' Medicines ’ 
are placed in the holes, which are then closed ivith 
pieces of looking-glass. These family or household 
gods are said to oe connected ivith the spirits^ of 
the winds, and Dennett^ mentions the following 
difibrent kinds : 

(1) Mpumbu (supposed to be brought by the east wind) ; two 
little wooden figures o[ a man and a woman, about 18 ins. high, 
which are made sacred by the priest, with particular ceremonies. 
A man of the family has first to be sanctified, t.e. the mysteri- 
ous spirit {nkici-ei) is passed into hie head, and henceforward 
he becomes the spohesman of the figures, which, after having 
been filled vvith ‘ medicines,’ are handed over to his care. His 
method of invoking their aid, to kill or protect, is to throw 
palm-kernels or dust at them. (2) Mabili (also brought by the 
east wind) is a kind of boundary gateway, consisting of two up- 
right poles and a cross-pole or string, decked with grass and 
feathers. (2) Tshimbuka (brought by the west wind) is a round 
basket made of certain leaves, and holding the family remedies. 
It is invoked by rattling a gourd containing a few hard seeds 
at it. Two guardians, a man and a woman, properly spiritual- 
ized (as in the case of the guardian of the Mpumbu), look after 
it and speak for it. (4) Nzaoi (brought by the west wind) is 
also a basket, somewhat similar to the last-named, though the 
ceremonies of spiritualizing its guardians are different. (6) 
Ngofo (brought by the south-west ivind) is another kind of 
basket, flat and open. In this case the guardians go through a 
marriage ceremony, and each wears an iron bracelet (0) Lembe 
(brought by the south-west wind) also takes the form of a 
basket containing medicines, the guardians being bound by the 
most sacred marriage ties, and wearing bracelets. 

It seems hardly accurate to apply the term ‘ god ’ 
to such things as these, yet there is no very great 
difierence between them and the family and private 
gods of the Gold Coast tribes — the bohsum and the 
s^thman. The bohsum is held to have been ap- 
pointed hy some higher god, and to have received, 
tlirough a priest, the spirit of that god ; the suhman 
is also inspired, but wfithout the assistance of a 
priest. Similarly, it might be maintained that the 
east Avind appointed the mpumbu ; hut apparently 
the Fjort priest does not pass the mysterious 
spirit (nkici-ci) into the figures, baskets, and brace- 
lets, hut rather into their guardians. In the 
articles themselves he places ‘ medicines,’ i.e. the 
spirits of herbs {nkici, not nhici-ei). 

1 At Vie Sack of Vie Slack Man’s Mind, p. STB. 


All the above belong to the higher form of Fjort 
religion in that they are, in one way or another, 
connected with the spirit of the earth, emanating 
from the goddess Nzamhi. The loAver form of 
religion, Avliich deals AA’ith the ‘ black art,’ may be 
said to be the religion of the common people. _ It 
has no connexion Avith the nkici-ci, the sacred spirit, 
and is worked by a distinct class of fetishmen, who 
are believed to have the poAver of passing into 
images and other articles every description of cauI 
spirit. This is true fetishism ; it is discussed 
below, § 4. - 

3. Human souls and futurity. — Connected_ Avith 
the conception of the indAvelling spirit previously 
referred to is the Negro’s belief concerning Avhat 
may be termed his ‘ soul ’ or ‘ souls,’ i.e. the 
^irit or spirits Avhich he believes to dwell in lim. 
Probably the Avhole theory of the indAvelling spirit 
had its origin in the man’s belief in his OAvn m- 
dAvelling spirit. Be that as it may, it is main- 
tained by many W. Africans that a human being 
possesses four souls — the surviving, or immortal, 
soul, the bush-soul, the shadoAv-soul, and the 
dream-soul. The immortal soul is held to be the 
most important, and the others are dependent on 
or subservient to it. The Tshis and some others 
believe that this soul has a definite earth-dAvelling 
period allotted to it ; and that, if the body of an 
mdividual passes UAvay before that period has 
elapsed, the soul remains in the Avorld to complete 
its earthly existence as a homeless wanderer. 
Being Avithout an abode, this wander-soul endeav- 
ours to find a resting-place in the body of some 
human being — a neAV-born child, if possible. The 
bush-soul dAvells in the body of aAvild animal in 
some part of the bush ; the man himself possibly 
does not knoAV the animal or the part of the country ; 
the animal and the human OA\Tier of the bush-soul 
die simultaneously. The shadoAv-soul exists in the 
man’s shadow, and the Negro is careful to keep in 
the shade at noon-tide, so as not to lose his shadow- 
soul. When the sun sets, the shadoAV-soul takes 
its rest, and at sunrise aAvakes in great strength 
and length ; but it can be destroyed by an enemy 
thrusting a Aveapon through it ; and the death of 
the shadoAV-soul brings death to its human possessor. 
Of the dream-soul there is much to be said, "'^en 
the Negro is aAvake, his dream-soul is practically 
dormant ; but, as soon as the man goes to sleep, it 
endeavours to escape from its human prison and 
enjoy itself Avith other dream-souls. A dream, 
therefore, results from the escape of the dream-soul, 
Avhich, wandering forth, encounters the dream- 
souls of other men and the souls or indAvelling 
spirits of inanimate things. When the man 
awakes, the dream-soul returns, the mouth being 
the means of egress and ingress. But, should the 
chain of the dream be broken by the sleeper being 
suddenly awakened, there is the danger of the 
dream-soul being shut out. Such a catastrophe 
reduces immediate illness, the other three souls 
eing affected at once ; and, unless the dream-soul 
can be conjured back into the body forthAvith, the 
case must prove fatal. The dream-soul can be 
brought back only b}’ a fetishman, or AA’itch-doctor, 
AA'ho is_ possessed of the power of catching it and 
returning it to its proper place, by way of the 
patient’s mouth. With regard to the Avander-soul, 
the immortal soul 'with a period of nmndane 
existence remaining after the death of the body to 
which it belonged, its first object is to find a body 
n:om Avhich the dream-soul is temporarily absent, 
and to take its place. This introduction of a 
strange soul, of course, deranges the body, and the 
AAitch-doctor, having been summoned and having 
discovered the presence of the Avander-soul in the 
body, proceeds to draAv it out, and insert the dream- 
soul m its stead. But the Avitch-dootor does not 
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allow the wander-soul to go free, for, as a rule, a 
subscription is got up, and the -witch-doctor takes 
the spirit home, -with a promise to educate it, so 
that It may be able to find its-svay straight to soul- 
land, though, as often as not, he lets it slip into 
the body of a new-born child, who soon dies of 
con-rulsions. 

The belief in the four souls is not universal 
throughout Negroland. The Tshis hold that in 
every man thei’e dwells a kra, or guardian-spirit, 
which leaves the man at his death and becomes 
a sisa, but can, wthin a given time, revert to the 

osition of a Ara by being re-born in a new body. 

hould such re-hirth not take place, the sisa must 
quit the world for swn-land (somewhere heyond 
the river Volta). But even thence it is able to 
return to the world as an evil spirit, and enter 
a body from which the kra is for the time absent. 
Thus the kra of the Tshis is somewhat similar to 
the immortal soul of some of the other tribes, and 
it performs also the functions of the dream-soul ; 
but the shadow-soul and the bush-soul are not 
acknowledged. 

The Gas di^ude the kra (or kid) into two distinct 
souls, or guardian-spirits, the one male and the 
other female, the former being well-disposed, and 
the latter evilly-disposed. The man acts according 
to their advice ; in other words, they represent his 
conscience. 

The Ewes hold views similar to those of the 
Tshis, but they have no equivalent for sisa-land, 
the wander-soul continuing as such, or being re- 
born either in a human body or in the bocTy of 
some animal. In the latter case it shows its dis- 
position towards mankind by its choice of an 
animal ; if malignant, it enters the body of a beast 
of prey j if well-disposed, the body of a harmless 
animal. 

The Yorubas have three souls, dwelling respec- 
tively in the stomach, the head, and the great toe. 
Of these the stomach-sonl is of greatest import- 
ance, and shares all the food that the man eats ; 
the head-soul guides the man in all his actions, 
and has special offerings (usually the blood of 
fowls) made to it ; the toe-soul receives attention 
only when the man is about to undertake a long 
journey. 

But, whatever the number of souls that the 
Negro or Bantu believes to dwell in his body, the 
general idea is always the same, -viz. that, as long 
as life remains, the body, like everything else, 
contains an indwelling spirit or several indwelling 
spirits ; that, if the belief is in more than one such 
indwelling spirit, then one — the immortal soul — has 
higher functions than the others and has a future 
existence. Concerning the nature of this future 
existence beliefs differ, but the kra of the Tshi, the 
Ida of the Ga, the luwo of the Ewe, the iwin of the 
Yoruba, the inina of the Mpongive, the Hina of 
the Benga, the nsisim of the Fang, the nkulu of 
the Fjort, and the immortal soul of other tribes, 
by whatever name it is kno-vm, continue to exist 
in one form or another after the death of the body 
with which they had previously been connected. 

No Tslii doubts the fact that the material corpse 
remains in the grave where it has been placed, but 
he holds that at death the indwelling spirit, and 
at the same time the man’s indiiuduafity, in a 
shadoivy form, quit the body. Thus from the 
latter there emanate the man’s immortal soul 
(^Ta) and his ghost [srahman) — a shadoivy repre- 
sentation of the living man. The ghost goes to 
the ‘land of ghosts^ (srahmanaazi), but not 
necessarily at once. If the deceased completed 
his proper term of life, the ghost proceeds to the 
other world forthwith ; but, if the man was killed, 
or died before his time, the ghost remains on the 
earth to haunt people, until taken in hand by the 


priests and forced to depart. Ghost-land is be- 
lieved to be beneath the earth, but is similar in 
every respect to the world, and the ghost retains 
the same status as the man held when alive. For 
the latter reason funeral customs are of supreme 
importance ; the ghost of a chief must have its 
retinue of ghost-slaves, or their equivalent in 
ghost-wealth, and the ghosts of the man’s clothes, 
property, food, etc., must accompany the ghost- 
chief ; othenvise he will not be received uitii due 
reject by his fellow-ghosts. 

The Ewes believe suso in ghost-land, and in the 
flitting of the indwelling spirit at death, but the 
actions of their luwo are not quite the same as 
those of the kra of the Tshis. It becomes a noli 
(corresponding to sisa), but there is no «of»-land 
for its eventual disposal ; it may be re-born as a 
luwo in a new-born infant or transmigrate into the 
body of an animal ; failing either of these, it be- 
comes a wandering noli, with powers of doing good 
or evil. 

The Yorubas have made further developments 
in the conception of what takes place at death. 
They have the ghost and the ghost-land like the 
Tshis and the Ewes, but they believe that, unless 
the funeral-rites are properly performed, the ghost 
cannot go to ghost-land, and, therefore, wanders 
as a ghost on the earth, until hunted down by evil 
spirits and dispatched to an uncomfortable place 
set apart for stray ghosts, from which there is no 
return. They also say that it is possible for a 
ghost to return from ghost-land and pommence life 
apart in a new-born infant. This is not a little 
confusing, for apparently here the ghost is re- 
garded as the man’s soul. 

But none of these tribes dwelling westward of 
the Niger believe that metempsyohosm always 
takes place. They occasionally observe in a child 
a marked resemblance to some deceased relative, 
whose individuality, ghost, or spirit they imagine 
must have been re-bom in the infant. It is 
probably due, therefore, to the fact that metem- 
psychosis is not universally believed in that the 
aim of this ‘ school,' as was pointed out above, is 
to preserve human life. With this object all 
sacrifices are made to the gods and spirits. _ Death 
must be averted at all costs, for the after-life is an 
unknown quantity. 

In the region lying between the Niger and the 
Cameroons the belief in re-incaraation is practi- 
cally universal, though, where the true Negro 
merges into the Bantu (c.g.. Cross Eiver), the 
people have various opinions as to what hMpens 
to the soul or human indwelling spirit at death. 
According to Partridge, the inajority of the (Dross 
River natives have no definite ideas on the subject; 
there are some (possibly from intercourse with 
Christian missionaries) who believe that the spirit 
goes up to live with the ‘ big god ’ in the 5 
others that it passes into the sacred tree which 
every ■village possesses, and which the people call 
their ‘ life ’ ; others that it is re-bora in an infant 
or in a wild animal; and others that it wand^ 
about, os a species of evil ^parition, to haunt the 
•world. Yet these Cross River people do think 
that they can, to a certain extent, control the 
destiny of the soul, and help it to attain one or 
other of the above restingmlaces. In the Oil Rivers, 
however, where it is held that re-incarnation is 
the natural and only fate of the hnman sonl, the 
Negro’s one concern is to guide and control the 
actions of the soul from the moment when it leaves 
the body until its re-birth in an infant, in order 
that it ma 5 ' be re-bom into the same status as it 
previously had. A soul of a dead chief, e.y-, roust 
be re-bom in an infant who will some day become 
a cliief. This guidance and control of the soul is 
undertaken by the fetishmen — not only the head 
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of tlie house, who is ipso facto the family fetish- 
man, but also by the fraternity of fetishmen, 
corresponding to the priesthood in other parts. 
As soon as the breath leaves the body, the fetish- 
men take the soul in hand, and the elaborate 
funeral-rites connected with the burial of a chief, 
with the gifts, sacrifices, etc., are for the purpose 
of proclaiming the rank of the dead man wnen the 
soul reaches soul-land. Human sacrifices are much 
more important here than among the Tshis and 
other -western tribes. There wealth in any form 
can take the place of slaves, for, as long as the 
ghost-chief arrives in ghost-land with sufficient 
wealth, his position is established. The soul, 
however, with re-birth in prospect, must be ac- 
companied by a retinue befitting its rank, to keep 
up its dignity until the time arrives for re- 
incarnation. The length of time that this takes | 
varies, for it depends on the birth of a suitable : 
infant. But during this intenml the fetishmen I 
believe that they are able to hold intercourse 
•with the soul, and to guide it in the way that it 
should go. 

Although the Oil River natives concern them- 
selves so much with the destiny of the soul after 
death, they are not callous of life. On the con- 
trary, they desire long life for themselves and their 
friends, because, unless the soul lives its allotted 
time in the body, it cannot have acquired all the 
kno-tt’ledge necessary for its re-incarnation. Hence 
■witches, who, by means of evil spirits, cause pre- 
mature death, are here, as elsewhere in W. Africa, 
regarded with intense hatred, and ruthlessly de- 
stroyed, it being one of the duties of the fetishman 
to hunt them doivn, and counteract their evil 
deeds. The Mpongwe native believes that at 
death his indwelling spirit, or immortal soul 
[inina), leaves the body and passes into the spirit- 
world, -which he varaelj' imagines to be everywhere 
around him, including the air that he breathes. 
The spirit (in an in-visible form, of course) then 
continues its existence as a spirit in a spirit-world, 
much resembling the world in which the man had 
lived, the spirits of his -wives and other property 
being -with him, and his hunger being satisfied 
with the spiritual essence of earthly food. The 
majority of these spirits have no fixed place of 
abode, but wander about ; some take up their 
residence temporarily in natural objects — moun- 
tains, rocks, trees, etc. — while others enter the 
bodies of -wild beasts. Hot one would willingly 
become a wanderer were it left to itself, but, at 
the death of the body which it tenanted, would 
settle down in the village and house where the 
body had spent its life. This, however, would be 
inconvenient to the family of the deceased, as no 
son wishes to be perpetually interfered with by 
the spirit of his father, and consequently every 
endeavour is made, by firing guns and heating 
drums, to frighten away the spirit w'henever it 
becomes disembodied. 

Since, in the opinion of a Mpongwe native, a 
disembodied human soul possesses in its new exist- 
ence the good and bad qualities of the dead man 
in whom it dwelt during life, it is capable of good 
or bad actions towards mankind. But by the 
medium of the fetishmen man is able to avert evil, 
and, indeed, to induce good, at the hands of the 
spirits (see belo-w, § 4). One point, however, must 
be borne in mind, viz. that any influence which 
a man may obtain over a spirit can be but tempo- 
rary, for the spirit never ceases to exist, and can 
never be destroyed. 

Lastly, the Fjort people do not differ very widely 
from the Mpongive people in their ideas concerning 
the human som. At death the nkuhi of a good 
man may remains about the house of the deceased 
for twenty days, after wliich it passes into the 


spirit--vvorld, which is everywhere, though most of 
the spirits dwell in the woods and forests. The 
chimbindi, as it is noiv called, is hostile to mankind 
in general, and is, in fact, an eiul spirit of the 
worst description. The soul of the Fjort, however, 
does not always join the spirit-world quietly and 
at once ; e.g,, in the case of a corpse whose eyes 
are not closed special precautions have to be taken 
as to the disposal of the body, or the family of the 
deceased -wifi die. Moreover, if the chimbindi of 
such an individual is seen by a member of the 
family, that member may die ; if the chimbindi 
beats him, he ivill certainly die. Again, some- 
times the soul refuses to become a chimbindi, and 
then it is necessary for a priest or fetishman to 
pass it into the head of some member of the de- 
ceased’s family. The spirit of the dead man [nkulu 
yianzi) is then able to hold intercourse with his 
family. 

What happens to the souls of bad people (e.g., 
witches) seems to be doubtful. It is possible, how- 
ever, to imagine that, since the bodies of ivitohea 
arehurled from thesummitsof thebighestprecipices, 
to be broken to pieces on the rocks below or thrown 
into rivers to be washed away to the sea, the people 
believe that, in thus dealing with them, they 
destroy their souls also. Otherwise there would 
be no object in these drastic methods, and, it must 
be remembered, the Negro thinks deeply, and does 
nothing witliout a purpose. Still, there is a belief 
that the nkulu of a dead witch may be passed into 
the head of a living witch, and thus continue its 
existence, while some say that the chimbindi of a 
witch remains for ever to haunt the place where 
the witch died. 

1}. Priests, fetishmen, and witchcraft — The 
origin of the priesthood in the greater part of 
W. Africa was undoubtedly the inability or un- 
■willingness of the people to manage their own re- 
ligious aflairs, and in all probability the first priests 
were men— either more intellectual or more cun- 
ning than their fellows — who gained a local reputa- 
tion as soothsayers, and on whose prognostications 
the community placed great reliance. When they 
had once acquired a hold over the people, it was a 
simple matter to increase their power by the in- 
vention of mysterious rites and ceremonies, and, 
aware that they were not immune from the effects 
of old age or from death, they trained a younger 
generation in their art. Thus a special class grew 
up, whose members, in the course of time, may 
perhaps have imagined that their practices were 
real, that they themselves possessed attributes not 
given to ordinary human beings, and that they 
were able, by incantations and similar methods, to 
avert or bring down the wrath of the god who 
was their special care. Believing this, the Negro 
consults the priest on all occasions, paying him 
■what he asks. Should he wish to compass the 
death of an enemy, he goes to his priest, who, 
inspired by his god, prepares a ‘ medicine ’ to bring 
about the desired end, or instructs the applicant 
hoiv by some other means the enemy can be 
secretly destroyed. Should he wish for a charm 
or amulet as a preventive of misfortune, his priest 
will sell him one. Moreover, it is the priest who 
conducts the proceedings when trial by ordeal is 
resorted to, in order to discover the perpetrator of 
I a crime. The power of the priests is without limit, 
though the natives maintain that it is the god that 
strikes or assists, and that the priest is merely 
the agent or mouthpiece of the god. 

Among the Golu Coast tribes the priesthood, 
although certainly a fraternity, has no real organ- 
ization. Each deity worshipped by the people has 
its priests or priestesses, but all are equal, work 
together for the common cause, and owe no allegi- 
ance to any one. The people themselves, however, 
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recognize a differenee in the individual abilities of 
tlieir priests, and credit some "ndth possessing 
superior powers. Among the Ewes of the Slave 
Coast the priesthood had developed into an organ- 
ization, the priests of each of the more important 
gods forming themselves into a separate brother- 
hood, or sect, with proper rules and a distinct 
ritual, the Iking of a country usually being their 
head. Priestesses also are more numerous here 
than on the Gold Coast. The Yoruha priesthood 
is more highly organized still, and is in intimate 
connexion with the Oghoni secret society (see 
below, § J7). In most cases the chief of a kingdom 
or State is chief of the society, and as such is, ex 
officio, head of the priesthood, which is divided into 
three orders, each being subdivided into classes. 
In the first order there are three classes : (1) the 
priests of Ifa (the god of divination), who are 
superior to all other priests, and have two ) high 
priests at their head; (2) those of Osanhiti and 
Aroni (gods of medicine), who practise medicine ; 
and (3) those of Obatala and Odudua. In the second 
order there are two classes : (1) priests of Shango; 
and (2) priests of all other gods, except Orisha- 
Oko. The third order is also divided into two 
classes: (1) priests of Orisha-Oko (god of agri- 
culture) ; and (2) priests of such gods as are sup- 
posed to he deified men. In addition to these 
orders and classes, there are also grades among the 
priests of a class; e.q., the priests of Shango are 
presided over by a cliief priest (the magba) and 
twelve senior priests, each with a title and a place 
in order of precedence. Priests of the respective 
orders are distinguishable one from the other, and 
some of the classes have distinctive marks or 
badges. Thus, the priests of the first order all 
wear white; those of the second order wear red 
and white, and shave the croivn of the head ; and 
those of the third have a small white paint-mark on 
the forehead. Again, the priests of Ifa wear armlets 
of palm-fibre and carry a cow-tail whisk ; those of 
Obatala wear necklaces of white beads ; and those 
of Shango necklaces of black, red, and white beads ; 
those of Ogun have an iron bracelet on the left arm, 
and those of Oshun brass armlets and anklets. 

As a rule, a Yoruba priest’s sons follow in their 
father’s footsteps, though the priesthood is also 
recruited from outside. There are regular institu- 
tions where boys and girls are trained for the 
offices of priest and priestess, the novitiate occupy- 
ing two or three years, during which many strange 
and mysterious ceremonies take place. 

It will be observed, therefore, that a true priest 
is one who concerns himself with the worship of 
one particular god. This does not, however, pre- 
clude him from oelioving in the existence of other 
gods ; he does believe in their e.\istence and in the 
sincerity of the priests who serve them, but his 
attentions are all devoted to the service of his own 
god, from whom he is convinced, or pretends, that 
he can obtain for the followers of the god whatever 
they require. But, besides the ceremonial worship 
which he performs for his god, the priest has other 
functions : he is a dh-iner, a maker and seller of 
‘ medicines ’ and charms, and, at times, even a 
judge and executioner. In fact, he is not only a 
true priest, but also a fetisliman (sometimes termed 
‘witch-doctor,’ or ‘ inedicine-raan ’). 

Eastwards of the Niger, in the Oil Hirers, and 
tlience southwards, in the hlpong^ve country, true 
priests are rare, for the worsliip of gods is hardly 
recognized ; but fetishmen are numerous. The 
diflerence between a true priest and a fetisliman is 
that the former devotes himself to some particular 
god, maintaining certain forms and ceremonies of 
worship, whereas the latter deals with all gods and 
all spirits of everv degree, dispensing charms and 
‘ meuicines,’ conducting trials, etc. The true 


priest is a fetisliman, hut the fetisliman is not a 
true priest. 

In the Oil Rivers, as has been pointed out, the 
one great guiding motive of the religion of the 
people is to deal with the human soul after death. 
This is the principal concern of the fetishmen 
[jujumen), of whom there is a large fraternity, j.c. 
men who have no other profession, and who, doubt- 
less, came into existence much in the same way as 
the priests. But here the head of each !house 
considers himself the fetisliman of the liouse, 
although at times he may deem it necessary to 
call in some outside fetisliman more skilled than 
himself in the ways of the spirit-world — and the 
spirit- world rules the unfortunate Negro with a 
rod of iron. Besides the guidance of the recently- 
disembodied human soul, fetishmen have many 
other duties to perform— all the duties (uncon- 
nected with worship) mentioned above as being 
performed by tlie priesthood elsewhere. 

Among the Mpongwe-speaking tribes the fetish- 
man wields far more power than even in the Oil 
Rivers; for the Mpongwe native, although he cares 
nothing for gods, is overwhelmed with the vast 
concourse of the spirits of the spirit- world, who are 
ever striving to thwart him. He desires prosperity 
in this world, and this prosperity he can obtain 
only by gaining a mastery over the evil spirits 
which stand in his way. He himself, as an 
ordinary man, is unable to battle with such 
spirits, but from the fetishmen he can buy ‘ medi- 
cines ’ and charms wherewith to overcome all 
difficulties ; for the fetishmen possess the power of 
controlling all spirits, by means of one great and 
strong spirit with whom they are on intimate 
terms. 

South of these godless and priestless regions we 
find among the Fjort people both priests and fetish- 
men ; for here, perhaps more than anywhere else in 
W. Africa, there is a well-defined dividin;» line 
between the higher and the lower forms of religion. 
In the former, as has been said, there is the cmt of 
Nzambi and the mysteries connected with the 
nkici-ci, concerned wth which are the king, chief, 
or head of the family, and the true priest (nganga- 
nzambi, or nganga-nkici-ci). But this priesthood 
differs from that of the Slave Coast and Gold 
Coast in that it is not a fraternity, for each priest 
is independent and works for himself on lines_ of 
his own, though always through that power which 
is considered to fill the earth and everything 
yielded by the earth, and which comes from 
Nzambi, t.e. Mother Earth. To the lower form of 
religion belong the fetishmen who work by ‘ black 
art,’ such as the nganga-nkauci and the nganga- 
nkici-mbowu (‘keeper of a nail-fetish’). The de- 
scriptions given below of ^irits and charms will 
make clear the methods of these fetishmen. Be- 
sides the true priests and fetishmen, there is p, 
third class of nganga, the nganga-bilongo, who is 
regarded by the people almost as a fetisliman, but 
who, in reality, is merely a medical practitioner, 
with a knowledge of herbs. This knowledge he 
keeps in his family, but his methods of using it 
are quite rational. 

Pnests and fetishmen are frequently described 
by Europeans as ‘ witch-doctors ’ or ‘ medicine-men 
— terms which leave the impression that tliese 
individuals practise witchcraft, or, to use an old 
term, are ‘ in league inth the devil.’ In a sense 
this is true ; at any rate, the fetishmen profess to 
be able to hold communion with all kinds of evnl 
spirits, and to be able to dispense ‘ medicines in 
order to bring about any desired results. On the 
other hand, no small p.art of the duties of the 
priests or fetishmen is the detection of witches, the 
frustration of their evil designs on human beings, 
and their condemnation to death. The fetisliman 
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is therefore not a friend of witches. As a matter 
of fact, there appears to be very little difl'erence 
between the methods ascribed to the witch and 
those of the fetishman; but the native has an 
abhorrence of a witch, because he believes that 
she possesses powers not possessed by priests and 
fetisnmen, that she strikes secretly (by poison, 
etc.), and that she has at her beck and calf a host 
of evil spirits about which the fetishman knows 
nothing. Of this witch-power the priests and 
fetishmen are undoubtedly jealous ; the witch is 
infriuMg their rights, so, for the most part, they 
uphold the native in his hatred of witches, and do 
all in their power to get rid of them. Since to be 
suspected of being a witch means immediate trial 
by ordeal and certain death, or even death rvithout 
trial, no one proclaims that she practises rvitch- 
craft ; and in all probability the idea of the exist- 
ence of witches is kept alive solely by the fetish- 
men, in order to explain away their own failures. 
Witches, they say, can produce sickness and 
death, can kill swiftly or slowly, by passing evil 
spirits into the human body, and are ever endeav- 
ouring to undo all the good done by the priests and 
fetishmen. Among the many cruel acts with which 
they are credited may be mentioned the charge 
that they catch wanaering dream-souls in traps 
and on baited fish-hooks, and prevent them from 
returning to the bodies from which they have 
absented themselves, until purchased by a fetish- 
man. At the same time, although the priests hate 
wutches as rivals and as enemies to what they con- 
sider an elevating religion, and although fetishmen 
hate them for somewhat similar reasons, and be- 
cause a witch-belief has a bad efiect on the com- 
munity, the fact remains that in some parts this 
hatred is not instilled into the people by tne priests 
or fetishmen, yet it is as intense as elsewhere. 
Moreover, the belief in witches is strengthened by 
the strange fact that not infrequently^ a woman 
accused of ivitchcraft confesses that she is a witch. 
Wizards are not unknown in W. Africa, but they 
are far less numerous than witches ; in fact they 
are rare. 

Whether the methods of the priest and fetish- 
man be called witchcraft, fetishism, or anything 
else is a matter of small importance. The distinc- 
tion between their methods and those of the wizard 
or witch is said to be that the latter secretly causes 
sickness or death (usually by poison), ana denies 
that he or she does so, whereas the priest or fetish- 
man practises openly, is acknowledged by the people 
as folloiving a legitimate calling, and maintains 
that all his actions are for the welfare of the 
people. It is a distinction without a difference ; 
for the priest or fetishman can be procured to assist 
in the making-away with an enemy, using for the 
purpose the identical means said to be employed 
by witches — such as ‘medicines’ and the calling-in 
of evil spirits. 

5. Spirits and charms. — ^The whole difficulty of 
the Negro’s life arises from" his firm belief in the 
existence all around him of countless evil spirits. 
The air, the earth, the under-earth, are all filled 
with spirits of the spirit-world. The mere matter 
of his gods and their worship does not cause him 
much uneasiness ; he supports a priest to look 
after them, he propitiates them with the necessary 
offerings, and he feels convinced that he has done 
his duty. He has no love for any of his gods, but 
he fears their ability to do him harm. He has the 
utmost faith in his priest, and he knows that he 
himself cannot wrestle with a god — a superhuman 
being. With the host of minor spirits, i.e. super- 
natural beings, however, things are difterent ; for, 
by cunning and other methods, they can be suc- 
cessfully kept under, prevented from working de- 
struction, and even made benevolent. It is no 


longer a matter of propitiation, but one of hard 
fighting — pitting one spirit against another, and 
leaving them to fight it out. The arrangements 
for these trials of strength entail a vast amount of 
trouble. 

Superhuman god-spirits, including the indwelling 
spirits of natural objects and the indwelling spirits, 
or embodied ‘ souls,’ of human beings, have already 
been discussed. What remains to be dealt with is 
that great army of spirits of the spirit-world, per- 
vading the universe, hemming in the Negro and 
Bantu on all sides, and influencing every action of 
man. 

In the Bantu (Gahun and Loango) mind spirits 
are graded according to rank, and it seems to be 
the general idea that the spirits of gods that are 
worshipped are superior to all others (of course, 
among god-worshipping people), and that human 
embodied souls are superior to the spirits of things 
non-human. But these two main classes are sub- 
divided into several grades, and the lower spirits 
are also subdivided into grades. Miss Kingsley 
maintains^ that there are two classes higher than 
human souls, several classes equal to human souls, 
and at least eleven classes lower than the latter ; 
and she further maintains that spirits which are 
human disembodied souls remain in that class for 
all time, never passing into a higher or a lower 
class. She, therefore, denies the deification of 
human beings in W. Africa. The most reliable 
authority on the subject, so far as the Mpongwe- 
speaking tribesof the Gabun are concemed,Na8sau,^ 
names six classes which affect human affairs : 

(1) Inina is the human embodied soul, which, on becoming 
disembodied and passing into the world of spirits, continues to 
take an interest in human affairs, more especially in the affairs 
of the family with which it was connected when embodied. (2) 
Ibambo is the name applied to a class of spirits with the power 
of appearing in ghost-hke form and frightening human beings. 
Abambo (plur.) have no fixed abodes, can appear anywhere end 
at any time, and are thought to be the spirits of dead ancestors. 
They are much dreaded and are worshipped ; whether they are 
universally malevolent is not certain, but, when a man is ‘pos- 
sessed of a devil,’ it is generally an ibambo that has entered into 
him and has to be cast out. (3) Ombiciri, nkinda, and olaga 
are the disembodied souls of men, which have taken up a tempo- 
rary residence in natural objects, such as rooks, trees, etc. 
They ate reverenced and offerings are made to them by passers- 
by, who fear to incur their displeasure. The ombwin is the 
soul of a chief, the nkinda that of an ordinary native of ■the 
country, and the o!aga that of a stranger. In many respects 
they resemble the local deities and the private gods of the (Sold 
Coast tribes, but they have no priesthood and communicate 
with man direct. They also have the power of causing sickness 
by entering into human beings. (4) The mondi is an evil spirit 
greatly feared, which brings disease and all kinds of trouble to 
humanity by taking possession of the body, from which it has 
to be expelled by exorcising some stronger spirit to fight it. 
(6) yaka is a family fetish supposed to contain the spirits of 
ancestors ; and for its edification portions of the bones, eyes, 
skull, etc., of generations of deceased members of the family 
are carefully preserved. The greatest reverence is paid to the 
paka, offerings of food and drink are made to it, and it is con- 
sulted on all occasions ; for the people believe that the spirits 
of their ancestors continue to take the deepest interest in the 
affairs of the family. (6) The Inst kind is the spirit that enters 
into a wild animal for the purpose of doing some evil act. This 
may be any ordinary spirit of the spirit-world, or it may even be 
the indwelling spirit of a living human being temporarily absent 
from the body. But such possession of a wild beast is not per- 
manent, i.e., it is not the same thing as transmigration of 
souls. 

All these Mpongwe spirits are in one way 
or another derived from or connected with the 
human soul, and they are for the most part dis- 
tinctly malevolent. They are not unlike some of 
the spirits believed in hy the Gold Coast and Slave 
Coast tribes. It will be remembered that the kra 
(of the Gold Coast tribes), when disembodied, be- 
comes a sisa, that it can he re-bom as a /.Ta in a 
human body, but its proper destination is swa-land. 
Occasionally the sisa leaves siso-land and returns 
to dwell in the world as an evil spirit, sometimes 
passing itself into the body of a wild beast. The 
luwo of the Ewe people (Slave Coast) becomes a 
r ITesf African Studies, p. 170. 

2 Fetiebism in IT. Africa, p. 04 ff. ’ 
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twH, and, failing re-birtli in a human hody or in 
that of a wild animal, it remains on the earth as a 
good or an evil spirit. Among the Yombas there 
is the belief in evil spirits known as ahiku, dwell- 
ing everywhere in uninhabited tracts of country, 
and apparently similar in origin to the sisa. The 
ahiku, it is thought, suffers from hunger, thirst, 
and other privations, and his particular object is to 
enter the hody of a child, and share the child’s 
food, comforts, etc. Since, however, the abikus 
are more numerous than children, they form a 
compact among themselves that any ahiku fortu- 
nate enough to take up its residence in the body 
of a child shall support, with food, etc., a certain 
number of its fellow evil spirits. The consequence 
is that the child possessed of an ahiku, having to 
share its food with many other soon sickens 

and frequently dies. There are, of course, methods 
of ridding the child of the evil spirits — e.ff., enticing 
the ahiku and its fellows to quit the child to par- 
take of savoury food placed somewhere close by, 
and then, while the spirits are eating, tying rings 
and bells round the child’s ankles, in order to 
scare the evil beings away altogether ; or rubbing 
pejjper into small cuts made on the child’s body, 
which is supposed to be an effective method. The 
hea'i’y infant mortality in this part of W. Africa 
is ascribed to the evil operations of abikus, with 
whom etches are held to be in league. 

Nob unlike the ombwiri of the Mpongwe people 
are certain tree-spirits believed in by the Yorubas, 
such as the spirit that dwells in the ashorin tree, 
that which dwells in the apa tree, and that of the 
silk-cotton tree. Before cutting doum any of these 
trees, the woodman makes offermgs to their spirits. 
Bat these are not regarded as the spiiits or local 
deities, though very possibly they were at one 
time ; and they differ from the ombwiri, which is 
a human disembodied soul. It is said that witches 
assemble at night round these trees, whose spirits 
they invoke to assist them in their malpractices. 

Ime dislike which a native has to discussing 
with Europeans matters which he feels will be 
ridiculed is accountable for the lack of detailed 
information concerning the spirit-beliefs of the 
people ; yet enough information is at hand to 
enable us to form some idea of the W. African’s i 
conception of the inmates of the spirit-world. It | 
is certain that both Negroes and Bantu think that 
there are spirits ndthout number everywhere ; that, 
as a spirits existence never ends, the spirit- world 
grows more congested every day and every hour ; 
that the majority of the spirits of the more active 
kind are disembodied souls of men ; and that they 
are nearly always maliciously inclined towards 
mankind. Questioned as to what he thinks a spirit 
is like, the native will reply that, though it is 
usually invisible, it is similar in form to a human 
being, or to something with whose form he is 
familiar. He believes that the spirit is material ; 
his mind is not capable of conceiving anything 
else ; and, if he has not himself seen n spirit, he 
knows many people who have. Moreover, there 
are few natives who have not experienced, on a 
dark night in the bush, the clammy touch of some 
spirit, and fled from it for dear life. 

As to what may be termed the lower order of 
spirits, some are good and some evil, and an idea 
of their number can be formed by recalling what 
has been said of the mdwelling spirit tlieo^. 
Evervthing not made bj' human hands has an in- 
dwelling spirit — the lower animals, the earth, the 
grass, flowers, herbs, etc. Itoowing this, one can 
understand the notions of ‘ medicines ’ entertained 
bv the people. The spirits of certain things, 
vdien properly dealt irith by trained fetishmen, 
can be made subservient to the will of the fetish- 
men, and their powers thus utilized for certain 


purposes. The fetishmen are well aware of the 
medicinal properties of various herbs, but whether 
they believe in the spirit theory is probablj- open 
to doubt. Still, by upholding the belief, they art 
able, while effecting a cure for some simple illness 
by the administration of a simple drug, to increase 
their reputation as fetishmen ; for the administra- 
tion of the drug is always accompanied by mysteri- 
ous ceremonies and incantations ; and the invoca- 
tion of the spirits of the various ingredients of the 
drug is kept well to the front. 

In this manner arises the charm, or fetish, 
certainly of the Bantu, if not also of the Negro. 
In one respect at least there is no difference between 
the amulets, or charms, of the Negroes and those of 
the Bantu, viz. their use, which is to protect the 
wearer or possessor from evil spirits, and to guide 
and assist him in all undertakings. The Gold 
Coast Negro creates a certain class of charm for 
himself through the medium of his suhman (see 
above, § 2. i. (e)), but besides these there are the 
numerous charms made and sold by the priests of 
■all the god- worshipping Negro tribes, and such 
charms are always consecrated to a god, the priest 
maintaining that the ingredients in the charms are 
derived from a god and are consecrated to the god. 
The priest, therefore, keeps up the fiction of the 
religious nature of these charms, because he there- 
by strengthens the people’s faith in their gods, and 
at the same time adds to his own importance ns 
sole intermediary between man and the god whom 
he serves. 

A brief description of some of the charms and 
‘medicines’ sold by the priests of the Gold Coast 
and Slave Coast may be of interest, ns showing 
the faith of the Negroes. The folloiving may be 
1 taken as typical of those found to exist among all 
i the god-worshipping tribes dwelling westward of 
j the Niger. 

As a protection from wiid beasts, an amulet made of teeth 
and claws of animals is used ; to ward off sickness, a human 
tooth and a Popo bead strung together and worn round the 
; neck, or a lump of clay adorned with cowries and pieces of 
1 broken pottery. To protect a family from various injuries, a 
scarecrow resembling a man is planted in front of the house. 
To prevent bullets and other missiles from taking effect, the 
tail of a horse, cow, or goat is waved in front of the body dur- 
ing battle, To protect a house from fire, a charm is made of 
hare’s fur. Anklets, bracelets, and necklaces of sacred beads 
are worn by women prior to childbirth in order to keep away 
evil spirits ; and for a similar purpose such things are fastened 
to the child ns soon as it comes into the world. Amulets con- 
taining various preparations ore worn to keep aTN*By particular 
ailments, such as headache ; and similar things arc hung up In 
the fields to protect the crops. Strings of leaves or of feathers 
are suspended over a doorway or across a path to stay the in- 
roads of evil spirits. Then there are the ‘ medicines * prepared 
by the priests and sold to the people for special purposes, viz. 
magic powders and unguents which, when used as directed, 
will produce certain results. The amulets and charms are us^ 
as preventives, but these ‘medicines* arc used otlien'isc ; and, 
in many cases, those using them, as well as the priest who 
supplied them, would, if actected, be dealt with as witches. 
There are powders which, if blown against a door or window, 
will cause it to open forthwith ; others scattered on nn cncmj’ s 
footprints wdU arive him mad, or blomj after an enemy will 
cause his death ; while there are unguents which wdl produce 
love or will even cause a man to lend money to another. In 
fact, the priests are prepared to sell ‘ medicines * to meet all 
thcrequirementsof their customers, who, firmly believing in the 
efficacy of the *medicincs,*are ever in dread of their being used 
Bgain^ them. Consequently, the priest does a double 
for, if a man thinks that his enemy has purchased a ‘ medicine 
to be used against him, he will obtain from his own priest a 
counteracting powder. 

In reality there is very little difference bet-ween 
the charms and * medicines ’ of the priest and those 
of the fetishman ; the former are connected witii a 
god or gods, "udiile the latter are spirit-born. In 
the creation of both, secrecy, mystery, incaMa- 
tions, and Aveird ceremonies are ever jirescnt. i et. 
cliarms are certainly not regarded by the Negroes 
of the Slave Coa.st, etc., as of sneh vital import- 
ance to their welfare as they are by the Bantu of 
the Gabun and Loango districts. These Bantu 
stake everj'thing on the possession of charms, and 
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to the Mpongwe-speaking people they are the 
essence of religion. Possibly this is the earliest 
form of, and the nearest approach to, true fetishism 
in W. Africa. It is, therefore, of considerable 
interest. The Mpongwe native has only one idea 
in life : he desires to secure material prosperity for 
himself and his family, i.c. to live in comfortable 
circumstances to a good old age ; for, although he 
may have some hazy idea of a future life, the 
general belief is that beyond the grave there is 
only the world of spirits and constant wrangling. 
Now, these spirits of the dead swarm round the 
living, and are always trying to annoy them ; but 
by taking due precautions (getting possession of 
the proper charms) the Mpongwe imagines that he 
is able to frustrate the evil designs of the spirits. 
Each man, therefore, works for himself, and shapes 
his own destiny by means of charms (or fetishes, 
for the term is here permissible). But man him- 
self cannot create his o\vn charms, and thus the 
fraternity of trained fetishmen holds the people in 
an iron grasp, dispensing charms at varying prices. 

Before the Mpongwe is old enough to be the 
owner of charms and to understand their value, 
his parents or the fetishmen perform certain cere- 
monies for him, as a protection against evil spirits. 
On reaching years of discretion, he begins to battle 
with the spirits, and procures from the fetishmen 
the necessary weapons of defence and offence, in 
the shape of charms and ‘ medicines.’ The amulets 
or charms used by the people of the Mpongwe 
country, and supplied by the fetishmen, take 
almost any form, but usually consist of some small 
article capable of holding the ingredients necessary 
for the special purpose for which the charm is re- 
quired. It may be a shell, a horn, or, in fact, 
anything, but the Reparation placed in it by the 
fetishman varies. His assortment of materials is 
extensive, and includes such things as the ashes of 
herbs, plants, and bones, portions selected from 
human bodies or from the bodies of wild beasts, 
etc., which, with incantations and mystic rites, he 
prepares and mixes in strictest privacy. In mak- 
ing his compounds, he works on methodical lines, 
each ingredient being supposed to have its proper 
use ; and, although the effect may be imaginary, 
the fetishman is careful to have what he considers 
the right materials in his concoctions. 

E.g., a man has a grudge against another ; he goes to the 
fetishman to procure a charm which wili bring misfortune to 
his enemy ; in the compound the fetishman ivill place (if he 
can obtain them) nail-parings, hair-clippings, or a drop of 
blood, of the person against whom the spell is to work. But 
the shell, or horn, with the mixture which it contains, has no 
efBcacy of itself ; a spirit— good or evil, strong or otherwise- 
must be passed into it ; and, in seieoting the ingredients for 
his mixture, the fetishman inciudes spices and other things 
likeff- to attract the particular class of spirit which he desires 
to take up its abode in the charm. For ail this working by 
means of; charms is nothing more than warfare among the 
spirits, and the man whose charm contains the more powerful 
spirit wins the day. 

Besides innumerable charms to secure prosperity 
in this world, the well-to-do Mpongwe native has 
other means for bringing good or causing evil. 
These include certain cabalistic expressions, sup- 
posed to influence the spirits, and used by indi- 
viduals, as well as incantations by the fetishmen in 
the nature of curses or blessings. 

In the lower form of Fjort religion charms are 
everything, if we include in the term not only the 
personal protective charm (nJdci-kici), but also the 
nail-fetish (nkici-mbomi). These things have no 
connexion whatever with objects having sacred 
powers inherent in them by nature {nkici-ci), nor 
is the nature of the charm quite the same as that 
of the Mpongwe charm. 

The nail-fetish is an extraordinary institution, 
which without doubt is the curse of the country. 
It consists of a wooden image, in the form of a man, 
made under the folloudng circumstances. The 


party, headed by a special fetishman, proceeds to 
the grove where the tree for the image is to be 
cut down. The spirit of a man has to be passed 
into the tree, in order that human passions may 
dwell in the image, and for this purpose the man 
must die — though not necessarily at once. When 
the grove is entered, should a man’s name be 
called, even accidentally, that man will die and his 
spirit will enter the tree. But, as a rule, the man 
whose spirit is to preside over the image is speci- 
ally selected for his great courage or some other 
manly attribute, arid his name is solemnly called in 
the grove. The fetishman then fells the tree, and 
the sap that flows from it is thought to be its 
blood ; with this is mingled the blood of a fowl 
sacrificed for the purpose. The man whose spirit 
is to enter the image dies within ten days — ^by what 
means is not known, though the natives deny 
that he is killed by any human agency. The image 
is carved, and stuffeu by the fetishman with the 
proper ‘medicines,’ long and mysterious cere- 
monies being performed ; it is then set up among 
the other images in the fetishman’s hut. The nail- 
fetish is now ready for use, the people supposing 
that the nkuln, or spirit, within it is able to kill 
whom it pleases. The process of invoking its aid 
is simple ; if a man thinks that another has done 
him an injury, or is likely to harm him, he goes to 
the fetishman of a nail-fetish, tells him his trouble, 
pays him handsomely, and persuades him to drive 
a nail, knife, or spear-point into the image. This 
having been done ndth proper ceremonies, his 
enemy will surely die. If this were all super- 
stition or imagination, there could be no great 
harm in nail-fetishes, but the fact is clearly estab- 
lished that the man to compass whose death the 
nail has been driven does actually die — at the hands 
of the nkulu within the image, the natives say. 
It is not unnatural to suppose that the fetishman, 
who has been paid for the murder, sees to it. But 
there are ways of avoiding this death. If a man 
has reason to suppose that his enemy has had a 
nail hammered for his death, he seeks out a priest 
or diviner, whom he pays to tell him the name of 
the particular nail-fetish which has had the nail 
driven into it. He then proceeds to the fetishman 
and, having discovered his oum nail, pays to have 
it extracted. Endeavours have been made by 
European officials to suppress these images ; several 
have been seized, and are now to do seen in 
museums in England ; but doubtless new ones are 
created to take their places. 

The nkici-Jcici, or personal protective charms, 
are also imbued with power by ceremonies per- 
formed by the fetishmen, but the respective sources 
from which the fetishmen derive the power by 
which the nkici-kici and the nail-fetishes are made 
efficacious are totally different. There are differ- 
ences also in the ceremonies performed when 
passing the power into the objects, in the manner 
of invoicing or consulting them, and in the pur- 
poses for which they are used. Of these nkici-kici 
of the Fjort the following are examples : 

Bracelete of iron and of plaited palm-leaves and cloth, to 
protect from various misfortunes; a bracelet made of baohdb 
fibre, to preserve health ; a piece of the skin of a sloth, attached 
to a string, and worn round the head, to keep away pain and 
other ills ; a charm made of elephant’s skin, to give a man 
virility ; a piece of skin of the sloth (different from the above), 
worn bj’ a woman to protect her unborn child ; a gazelle's 
horn filled with ‘ medicines,' worn by a woman to guard her in 
childbirth ; and various similar things. There are also iron and 
copper marriage-bracelets, worn by both men and women as 
protective charms. 

All such nkici-kici are obtained from different 
zinganga (plur. of nganga), or fetishmen, and, of 
course, are supposed to contain a nkici, or spirit, 
like the charms of other tribes. 

6. Tabu, totemism, ancestor-worship, canni- 
balism, and sacrifices. — Among all \V. African 
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tribes there appeaxa to exist, in one form or 
another, prohibition or abstention from eating 
some particular articles of food. In the majority 
of cases the nature of the abstention is a family 
afiair ; and its origin is supposed to be connected 
mth the family name — a species of totemism. On 
the Gold Coast and in many other parts there are 
families bearing the names of animals and plants. 
How they came by such names is not knowm j some 
have traditions that their ancestors sprang from 
the animal or plant ; some believe that at one 
time an animal befriended a member of the family 
and was thenceforward revered, if not worshipped ; 
and others maintain that the name was given to an 
ancestor because he was thought to resemble the 
animal in appearance or in habits — that it was, 
in fact, originally a ‘nickname.’ Whatever may 
have been the origin of the name, at the present 
time the members of a family abstain from eating 
the flesh of the animal whose name they bear. 
Thus a member of the Buffalo family does not eat 
the flesh of the bufialo, nor a member of the Corn- 
stalk family the corn-stalk, and so on. This form 
of prohibition or abstinence may be called ancestral 
prohibition, and it is found almost everywhere in 
W. Africa, among both Negroes and Bantu, even 
when the family bears no animal name. In addi- 
tion to this, there are tabus laid on individuals by 
the priests and fetishmen, for some particular 
reason — e.g., for the protection of the individual. 

The Fjort word used to express anything for- 
bidden is Ttazila, or xina-, and Dennett^ names 
nine classes of things that are xina. Eagles, owls, 
crows, bats, snakes, etc., are universally pro- 
hibited as food, probably because they are con- 
sidered, from their nature and habits, unclean, or 
possessed of some evil spirit, and no person, except 
witches, would think of eating them. Then each 
tribe and family has its distinct xina, and each 
member of a family his oum special xina, to 
knowingly eat which results in the direst conse- 
uences — trouble, sickness, and even death — pro- 
uced, the people believe, by unseen and malignant , 
spirits. To certain tribes (about the Congo, 
Loango, etc.) the leopard is xina; and each 
rovince has also its separate forbidden animal, 
loreover, a member of the family has to respect 
what he knows to have been the xitux of his father, j 
as well as those of his mother, his grandfathers, | 
and his grandmothers. It will thus be observed | 
that every native, in all probability, is forbidden j 
to eat the flesh of several different animals ; if he 
is a chief, or other high official, his list of pro- 
hibited animals ivill be stUl longer. To mention 
all the animals that are xina would be impossible, 
for to one person or another nearly every known 
beast and bird is xtTia. Then there are special 
tabus — e.g., certain priests may not eat food 
cooked by unmarried women ; members of a royal 
household may not even touch a pig ; doctors may 
prohibit a patient from eating certain foods. 
FinaU}', all animals parts of which (skins, horns, 
claws, shells, etc.) are found to be stored up by 
the fetishmen in the sacred groves are xina. 

The orunda of the Mpongwe is not so widely 
applied as the hazila (or xina) of the Fjort, though 
the idea is similar. As a rule orunda is laid on a 
child when quite young by the parents and fetish- 
men. Lengthy ceremonies are performed, and the 
child is prohibited for the remainder of his life 
from eating some particular animal, or some 
particular part of an animal. The orunda may 
take other forms ; thus an individual may be for- 
bidden to eat in the presence of a woman, to drink 
except at certain times of the day, etc. How the 
orunda is selected in each case, or for what reason, 
does not appear to be known. But the object of 
1 P. 60 f . 


the ceremony is a dedication of the article selected 
to the indwelling or guardian spirit of the child, in 
order to obtain the spirit’s goodudll and assistance 
through life. Consequently, should a man at any 
time break his orunda, his insulted spirit will 
turn against him, and c^l in evil spirits to cause 
trouble. The underlying idea in orunda, xina, 
ibet (of the Efiks, Old Calabar), and the abstinence 
of other "W. African tribes is always the same ; 
but the peculiarity about it is that, though it is 
voluntarily assumed, and though the priests and 
fetishmen do not interfere to see that it is carried 
out, no native would dare to face the consequences 
of breaking his prohibition — so great is his dread 
of theiunseen spirits ivhich rule the universe. 

From the ancestral prohibition of families with 
animal names, it seems probable that animal- 
worship was at one time more prevalent in W*. 
Africa than it is now. At the present time the 
actual worship of animals is by no means common, 
though several animals (snakes, monitor lizards, 
etc.) are protected by the priests. Still, as has 
already been mentioned, certain of the Ewe- 
^eaking people worship the crocodile, and tlie 
Dahomans worship the Jeopard, but apparently 
only because of the belief that the homeless Ato of 
some human being takes possession of the animal 
for evil purposes. In some parts of Dahomey the 
python IS ivorshipped as a chief god, and any dis- 
respect shown to one of these snakes is severely 
punished. Beyond this animal-worship in.W" 
Africa does not go, and, as a matter of fact, it is 
no more the animal that is worshipped than the 
wooden image represen tativ'e of a god ; what is 
worshipped is the spirit residing in the animal, 
whether that spirit is regarded as a ira, a bush- 
soul, or some malevolent spirit which the native 
dreads. It may be that, in some cases, the animal 
is emblematic of an ancestor, and is thus regarded 
as in a measure sacred. This opens up the whole 
question of ancestor-worship, if true ancestor- 
worship may be said to exist in W. Africa. A 
respect for ancestors is found among all the tribes, 
and ancestor-esteem is part and parcel of the re- 
ligion of the Negroes and Bantu, but that a W. 
African habitually regards any one of his ancestors 
as a god is not true. Nor, as a rule, does he, in 
the true sense, make sacrifices to an ancestor; 
what he offers to the spirit of the departed is 
merely a gift, the spiritual essence of which, he 
thinks, will be acceptable. His conception of the 
spirit-world leads him to believe that its inmates 
require spiritual food and drink, and before eating 
and drinKing, therefore, he lays aside a portion 
for the spirit of his dead father or other relative. 
This gift of food is not made from fear, nor for the 
purpose of warding off threatened uTath ; for the 
spints of ancestors are deemed to be guardians of 
the living members of the family, and not hostile 
to them. The gift is evidently made out of pure 
kindness of heart, in return for the protei^ion 
which the ancestral spirits are thought to atlord 
their living offspring. _ . 

On occasions, more especially in times _ot 
national calamity, a king and his people will 
invoke the aid of the spirits of departed kings, ana 
in Ashanti, Dahomey, and elsewhere there are 
annual festivals for honouring deceased rulers. 
The skeletons of the kings are carefully preserved, 
and offerings of food are made to each one. More- 
over, until recently, sacrifices of lininan beings 
were made to the spirits of the dead chiefs out of 
gratitude for past protection. In Benin and tlie 
various kingdoms oi the Oil Rivers the chiefs cele- 
brate what m termed ‘ making father’ on the anni- 
versary of the late chiefs death. Formerly this 
ceremony was accompanied by human sacrifices, 
but now it is more a public festival attended with 
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■daticing and rioting, the religious part being per- 
formed by the chief at his father’s grave, where 
offerings of food are made. So also among the 
lower classes of all these Negro tribes the CTeatest 
respect is showm for dead relatives. The ^ulls of 
the family ancestors are kept in earthen pots, in 
rows on a shelf, or in some small temple built for 
the purpose, food is placed before them, and they 
are_ consulted whenever assistance is requirecf. 
This, however, can hardly be called true ancestor- 
worship, if by worship is implied adoration of a 
god through a priest. Yet some of these tribes do 
occasionally worship gods whom they believe to 
be deified ancestors — e.g., Adanlosan, Ajahuto, 
Kpati, and Kpasi, worshipped by the eastern 
Ewes, and Gunu, the chief god of the Nup6s, 
Igaras, and other tribes in the neighbourhood of 
the Niger-Benu6 confluence. Again, the Mpongwe 
are without, doubt ancestor-worshippers, proof of 
which is to be found in the yaha bundle previously 
referred to. Lastly, connected with ancestor- 
worship — carried perhaps to extremes — is the 
custom of certain tribes of the Upper Cross Eiver, 
where, it is said, in order to assimilate the good 
qualities of their ancestors, the people eat their 
relatives as soon as they die. In contradistinction 
to this relative-eating is the case of the Fang and 
other remote tribes of the interior, whose members 
eat all corpses except those of their own family. 
But these are not wasted, for they are sold to 
another family or exchanged for other corpses. 
This form of cannibalism, however, is not common 
in W. Africa, and there is no proof that canni- 
balism of any kind prevails to a great extent 
among Negroes or Bantus of the coast re^ons. 
There are known cannibal tribes even on the 
coast, but their cannibalism is not of the lower 
order; human flesh is eaten not because it is 
enjoyed, or to stay the pangs of hunger, but rather 
from a religious motive. They believe that in war- 
fare their gods are ever present, aiding them in 
the fight, and they are led by their priests to 
believe that the gods demand that a proportion of 
the captives of war shall be slaughtered and eaten 
by the conquerors, so that the fighting qualities of 
the victims may pass into the system of the 
victors, and thus strengthen them for future 
battles. But, besides eating the flesh of captives 
of war, no great human sacrifice offered for the 
purpose of appeasing the gods and averting sick- 
ness or misfortune is considered complete unless 
either the priests or the people eat the bodies of 
the victims. Such practices, however, are fast 
disappearing, and have, of course, l«en stamped 
out wherever European administration has been 
established. 

With regard to sacrifices and offerings, it is 
necessary to recall two points :_(1) there are two 
distinct purposes for which sacrifices and offerings 
are made, or, rather, two distinct classes of recipi- 
ents, viz. the gods of the people, and the spirits of 
the departed ; and (2) the Negro’s conception of a 
sacrifice or offering, for whatever purpose it is 
made, is that its spirit or spiritual essence passes 
into the use of the spirit to whom it is offered — 
whether it be the spirit of a god or the spirit of a 
dead person. Human sacrifices are made to a god, 
because it is thought that he requires numerous 
attendants to do Ins bidding, and the ghosts or 
spirits of slaughtered slaves are supposed to pass 
immediately into his service; To obtain the good- 
will of a god, therefore, especially in times of great 
trouble, it is necessary to offer up human beings. 
On occasions of victory a wholesale slaughter of 
prisoners of war is carried out for the reason that 
all warfare is held to bo as much the affair of the 
gods as of men, that the gods fight on the side of 
their devotees, and consequently the gods of the 
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victors are particularly pleased at receiving into 
their service the spirits of worshippers of the 
vanquished gods. 

The sacrifice of human beings at funerals has 
already been discussed. It may be remarked, 
however, that such sacrifice is not made to a god, 
but to the spirit or ghost of the dead man. The 
motive of the sacrifice is the same, viz. that the 
spirits of the victims shall pass into the service of 
the spirit of the departed ; for the ghost of a dead 
chief must be accompanied to ghost-land by a 
retinue of ghost-wives and ghost-slaves befitting 
his rank. .^1 other sacrifices and offerings are 
made with similar intentions — to appease or please 
a god or to furnish the supposed requirements of 
the dead. A blood-offering of any kind is deemed 
of greater value than anything else, and, where 
before the advent of European administration a 
human being would have been oflered to a god, 
now a goat, sheep, or fowl is sacrificed. Of minor 
offerings food and drink are the most usual, but 
almost anything may be offered ; for, even if the 
offering be of no value to the god or spirit, it is 
thought that the mere act of offering will induce 
goodwill and aid. 

7. Secret societies, oaths, trial by ordeal. — Since 
the ordinary Negro or Bantu is not morally re- 
strained from wrong-doing, and sees no harm in 
cheating his neighbour or causing him even greater 
annoyance, fear of punishment alone keeps him 
within bounds. In those parts of W. Africa now 
administered by European governments law and 
order are, of course, maintained by regular courts 
of law, but, prior to the establishment of this 
European control, and in such parts as are still 
outside European influence, the welfare of the 
community was, and is, watched over by village or 
tribal councils. But these councils of themselves, 
although they may find a person guilty of an 
offence, do not possess the power of enforcing 
punishment or even of seeing that a wrong is made 
right. They have, however, at their back what 
may be termed a ' court of final appeal,’ viz. the 
secret society, whose operations, under the cloak 
of religion, terrorize the people. The original 
purpose for which the majority of secret societies 
were formed was to prevent the chiefr from unduly 
oppressing their people ; but no sooner were these 
socialistic ideas discovered than the chiefs them- 
selves joined the societies, and used them for their 
own purposes. Thus, to-day, the head of a secret 
society will generally be found to be the king of 
the country or the chief of the tribe ; but this is 
not always the case, for there are still some power- 
ful societies which virtually rule the country, and 
to whose decrees the king himself is forced to sub- 
mit. The best example of this is the Ogboni 
society of the Yorubas, with which is ■"onnected 
the whole priesthood, and which is therefore doubly 
powerful. The organization of the society is com- 
plete, each town and village having its ‘lodge,’ 
with a code of signs, passwords, etc., while tlie 
members are solemnly sworn to assist each other 
and to do the bidding of the society. The supreme 
head of the Ogboni is the Alafin of Yorubn, out in 
the various minor States the chief priest is the 
local head of the society. The heads assemble in 
council when any important matter (religious, 
judicial, or civil) has to be discussed, and they 
nave powers of life and death (i.e., of course, 
beyond the limits of British jurisdiction). No 
matter of public interest appears to be too trivial 
to occupy their attention, and they are at once 
judges and executioners. The society is umier the 
protection of the goddess Odudua, but beyond 
what has been said, little is known about it ; iU 
organization and methods are secret, and the 
penalty for betraying its secrets is death 
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Secret societies are found in all parts of W. 
Africa, and the work that they do is, up to a 
certain point, beneficial to the communities. They 
uphold the moral and social laws and preserve the 
ancient religious customs and institutions. On the 
other band, as was perhaps only natural, they have 
overstepped the bounds of justice, and in many 
instances have become nothing more than an 
organized band of murderers or executioners, with 
the result that, wherever they have come into 
contact with European administration, they have 
had to be rigorously suppressed. Of such societies 
the better known are the Porroh of the Mendis 
(Sierra Leone), the Bondo of the Sherbro country, 
the Igwomori of Benin, the Otrada of the Sobos, 
the Ekemeku of the Asabas, the Aro (‘ Long Juju ’) 
of the Oil Kivers, the Egbo of the Efiks (Old 
Calabar, etc.), and the Ukuku and Yasi of the 
Bantu tribes to the south-east, though the last 
two have now been completely broken up. Their 
organization is always much the same : new mem- 
bers are initiated, with peculiar ceremonies and 
mystic rites, on reaching man’s estate ; and they 
bind themselves by the most sacred oaths, and on 
pain of death, not to reveal the secrets of the 
society, as well as to carry out the orders of the 
Mirit which is considered to preside over its affairs. 
The mouthpiece of the spirit is, of course, one of 
the head officials of the society, selected by his 
fellows to act as chief priest; and consequently 
this official is in reality the judge of the people. 
His word (purporting to be the word of the spirit) 
is law, and the members of the society are bound 
to do his bidding — even to killing offenders, should 
this be ordered. As a rule, however, killing is 
seldom necessary ; for so great is the dread of the 
guardian-spirit of the society that any idea of 
resisting its authority usually dies out the moment 
it becomes known that a meeting of members has 
been called to discuss a case. 

From all accounts, the Porroh was the most 
bloodthirsty of these societies, and its members 
(knoum as ‘ human leopards ’ and ' human croco- 
diles ’), dressed in the skins of wild beasts, lay in 
wait for unsuspecting travellers, tearing them to 
pieces and carrying them off to be eaten by the 
riests of the society. Its power has been crushed 
y the Sierra Leone authorities. The Egbo of 
the Efiks is the most prominent secret society of 
\V. Africa now in existence ; and, though it has 
been robbed of its higher functions by the British 
administrators who now rule the country, it still 
carries considerable weight with the people. Be- 
yond the limits of British influence, its power is as 
strong as ever. Its secret has been well kept, for 
little is known of the rites and ceremonies con- 
nected ■with Egbo, or of its organization, except 
that it has numerous branches, subdi'vided into 
various grades. The jujumen (trained fetishmen) 
are generally the heads of the branches, and 
through them the Egbo spirit makes knoivn its 
decisions. It rules oy fear, and its members 
maintain their reputation by periodically assem- 
bling and passing in procession to their counoU- 
house. Disguised in hideous wooden masks and 
strange dresses, they lead the people to believe 
that tliey are evil spirits, and so great is the terror 
inspired by their appearance that the sound of the 
Egoo horn or bell is the signal for a general stam- 
pede ; for any one found abroad by the Egbo is 
severely beaten, if not tom to pieces. 

Secret societies are not restricted to the male 
population ; there are women’s societies also, and 
their secrets are guarded from men. Originally 
they were intended for the protection of young 
women from the tyranny of their husbands, but 
nowadays it is impossible to say what purpose 
such great secret societies as the Njembe of the 


Mpong^ve women serve. \Miat goes on at their 
meetings in the bush is not known, and their power 
to do harm to the outside world appears to take 
the form of curses and poisoned food. 

It is absolutely impossible to probe the secrets of 
any of these societies. Many attempts have been 
made by Europeans to acquire information from 
friendly natives, and bribery has been resorted to. 
But no man or woman, even after conversion to 
Christianity, can be induced to break his or her 
oath. It is not perhaps strange that a people, 
brought up in the belief that their gods, evil 
spirits, secret societies, kings, priests, and fetish- 
men each and all are ready to deal death on the 
slightest pretext, should hesitate before revealing 
a secret which they have been sworn to keep. 
Dread of the consequences is sufficient to make the 
oath absolutely binding. 

The actual form in which the secret society oath 
is taken has never been divulged, and it is probably 
different in every tribe ; but the nature of the oaths 
taken, on other solemn occasions, by the members 
of the various tribes may be considered as typical. 
This oath of allegiance or friendship is not merely 
the swearing of a simple oath, but rather an 
impressive religious ceremony performed in the 
presence of numerous mtnesses. 

The Gold Coast tribes are iwom by a god In the following 
way. Some article (a portion of earth, leaves, berries, sea-water, 
etc.) taken from the spot where the spirit of the god is said to 
reside is mixed up and eaten or drunk by the person or persons 
to be sworn, while the priest administering the oath calls on the 
god to punish any violation of the oath. Europeans sometimes 
term this ' eating fetish,’ ‘ chopping Ju-Ju,’ or ‘swapping Ju-Ju. 
Another method of taking an oath is by a bohsum, or even by a 
suhman, charm, over which water is poured and then drunk. 
Blood mixed with chips of wood from a chief's stool of olSce Is 
sometimes eaten. But the actual eating or drinking of a certain 
article is not always necessary, and among some of the tribes 
the person taking the oath lays a portion of his hair or nail- 
paring at the shrine of his god, the priest at the same time 
invoking the god to vent his wrath on toe man if ho should ever 
break bb oath. 

In some districts the oath of friendship takes the form of the 
interested parties washing one another’s feet. Among the tribes 
Inland from Opobo (Oil Kivers) a goat is brought into the circle, 
its head is struck off at one blow, and the blood is smeared with 
the fingers over the foreheads and breasts of all present, after 
which pieces of raw flesh are crammed by one party Into the 
mouths of the other. The blood-brotherhood ceremony of the 
Upper Cross Elver, known as ‘chopping imbiam,' is somewhat 
lengthy. The fingers of the right bands of the two parties are 
interlocked, after which each man’s wrist Is lanced until the 
blood flows freely ; a grain of Indian corn, one of Guinea com, 
and a piece of kola-nut are then rubbed in the blood, and eaten 
by each man off the other’s wrist. They now consider them- 
selves brothers, and repeat an oath to the effect that. If either 
attempts to harm the other in any way, may he himself bo 
killed in that same way. The brothers embrace and seat them- 
selves back to back, when they are separated by dropping some 
earth between them. Lastly, they drink palm-wine out of tbs 
same vessel. 

Every native uses some short form of oath or 
imprecation to impress on his fellows that he is 
speaking the trutn. The methods of swearing 
■witnesses in courts of law differ in different parts 
of W. Africa. The general nature of the oath is 
much the same, the native calling on a god or a 
spirit to make his food disagree tyith him or ro 
cause him to die some manner of violent death, if 
he fails to speak the truth. But the most anrient, 
and perhaps the most reliable, way of testing a 
man’s veracity is by ordeal. _ 

Trial by ordeal has from time immemorial been 
resorted to by the natives of W. Africa, and is still 
employed where the people are left to their own 
devices. The original idea was a simple one ; e-ff-i 
A accuses B of stealing his goods ; B denies the 
charge; the matter is brought before the_ council 
or the chief ; a decoction, supposed to be poisonoM, 
is prepared in a bowl, and is offered to B to drink ; 
if he refuses to diink, or if he drinks and tocomes 
ill, his guilt is proved ; but if he drinks and siillew 
no ill effects, he is deemed innocent. This melliw 
of trial had the advantage of doing away ■with the 
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tedions evidence of many witnesses ; and, relying 
on the Negro’s superstitious dread of the conse- 
quences, it was doubtless a deterrent of crime as 
well as of litigation in general. Had trial by 
ordeal gone no farther, no great outcry could have 
been raised against it; hut those in power — the 
uhiefs, priests, fetishmen, etc. — found the poison- 
howl an easy instrument for getting rid of their 
enemies and for extorting large sums of money. 
The priest or fetishman who administers the test 
mixes the contents of the howl, and, for a price, 
will regulate the amount of odum, sass-wood, casca. 
Calabar bean, or other poison, which he employs. 
The guilt or innocence of the party, therefore, rests 
with the priest or fetishman. 

In private life ordeals are often employed to 
detect crime, though in most cases a confession of 
guilt is made as soon as the ordeal begins. Few 
natives are willing to submit to the test, unless 
their consciences are quite clear — not that they 
fear the actual bodily pain resulting from the hot 
iron, the boiling oil, or the needle, feather, or thorn 
thrust through the tonrae, but because they are 
convinced that, by vmuntarily undergoing the 
ordeal when guilty, they are defying the gods and 
spirits, and are sure to suffer the consequences. 

8. Birth, marriage, and death. — In most parts of 
W. Africa births are made the occasion for a good 
deal of religious ceremony. On the Gold Coast, 
Slave Coast, and elsewhere where gods are wor- 
shipped, as soon as a woman discovers that she is 
about to become a mother, she takes special pre- 
cautions, offers sacrifices to the family-god, and is 
bound with charms of beads by a priestess in 
order that all may go well with her. Among 
the Mpongwe Bantu, on such occasions, almost as 
much interest is attached to the husband as to the 
prospective mother, and he, as well as his wife, has 
to observe certain rules ; he may not folloiv certain 
avocations, and must abstain from eating certain 
food. No sooner is the infant born than it is loaded 
•with charms as a protection against evil spirits, 
and among such pnest-ridden people as the Ewes 
and Yorubas it is at once taken charge of by a 
riestess. About a week later the birth ceremonies 
egin, and among the various tribes the differences 
in these are clearly marked, resulting from the 
degree of religion at which the tribe has arrived. 
The Tshis {somewhat low down in the religious 
scale) do not call in the aid of priests or priestesses, 
the father performing the necessary ceremonies. 
The child, as a matter of custom, is given as a first 
name that of the day of the week on which it was 
bom, and on the eighth day after birth the father, 
attended by his male friends, proceeds to the house 
where the birth has taken place, where, seated 
outside, he receives the infant in his arms. He 
then returns thanks to his particular god, after 
which he gives the child its second name, which 
may be that of an ancestor or a friend ; and he 
completes the ceremony by spitting some rum into 
the infant’s face. Then follows the thanksgiving 
service; rum is poured freely on the ground for 
the benefit of the ancestral spirits, sacrifices are 
offered to the family-god, and feasting and dancing 
are carried on into the night. 

The Ewes have almost identical customs, though 
the mother and infant are placed under the pro- 
tection of a priestess for forty days after the birth, 
and the naming ceremony is ditlerent. Here the 
priest takes the place of the father in the naming 
of the child, which is accompanied by a good dem 
of religious ceremony, including the bathmg of the 
child’s forehead with water of purification. Since 
the Ewes have no names for the days of the week, 
the name given at birth is either that of a god or 
that of an ancestor. The eastern Ewes, dwelling 
in proximity •irith the Yorubas, have acquired the 


belief in metempsychosis, and, when a child is bom, 
it is the duty of the priest to discover what ancestor 
it represents, and its first name becomes that of the 
ancestor. Later in life the man takes a ‘ strong 
name,’ and drops his birth name. 

The power of the priesthood being greater among 
the Yorubas than among the Ewes, the religious 
ceremonies at birth are correspondingly more im- 
portant in Yomba-land than in the countries to 
the west. The belief in metempsychosis is uni- 
versal, and the diviner or priest proclaims what 
ancestor has received re-birth in the new infant, 
who has to be trained to grow up like the ancestor. 
At the naming ceremony a hen is sacrificed to Ifa 
and a cock to the olori (indwelling spirit of the 
head), after which there follows the purification by 
water. The priest throws consecrated water on to 
the thatch of the house, and the mother and infant 
walk three times through the drips. Water is 
placed on the child’s forehead, while his name is 
repeated three times ; and the priest then holds 
him BO that his feet touch the ground. Finally, 
there is the purification by fire. The fire burning 
in the house is put out and cleared away, the house 
is swept and cleaned, and a fresh fire is lighted, a 
sacrifice of fowls to Ifa concluding the whole 
ceremony. 

Such ceremonies as the above prevail where the 
people have gods and a priesthood, but elsewhere, 
where the belief in evil spirits is strong, all energies 
are devoted to the preservation of the mother and 
infant from their malicious designs, and guns are 
repeatedly fired to frighten them away. 

in former times, if a Tshi woman died in child- 
birth, her infant was buried ■with her ; and it was 
the custom of the Ahanta people (Gold Coast) to 
destroy the tenth child borne by a woman. Every- 
where in W. Africa, even nowadays, the birth of 
twins is regarded as a remarkable event — by some 
tribes as a sign of bad luck, by others as the reverse. 
It is probable that originally tuins were considered 
unnatural, and the woman who bore them was re- 
garded as possessed of an evil spirit ; hence it was 
customary, as it still is in the Niger Delta, to pro- 
claim her an outcast and to destroy her offsprmg. 
By some tribes, however, only one of the tivins 
was destroyed. In the countries westward of the 
Niger, as well as in Gabun, Loango, etc., the advent 
of twins is hailed with joy, and rmigious ceremonies 
for their protection take place. Special names are 
given to them ; thus, the Ewes call the first-bom 
of twin brothers Atsu, the second Tse, while the 
first male child bom after t'wins has to receive the 
name Dosu. Some of the Yoruba tribes reverence 
twins, who are deemed to bring the best of luck to 
the household and tribe, and the death of one of 
them is considered a grave misfortune. Should 
such an event happen, a wooden figure is carved to 
take the place or the dead infant, and laid by the 
side of the living one, the image then becommg a 
family-fetish. A mother who loses both of her 
twin infants has two images made to representthem, 
and these she worships continuously. Through life 
twin brothers do everything alike — eat similar food, 
wear similar dress, marry on the same day, etc. 
To do othenvise would break the spell, and result 
in the death of one of them. 

Like twins, albino babies are destroyed as mon- 
strosities by some tribes, by others welcomed as 
bringers of good luck. Then, again, there is the 
custom, still prevalent in remote districts, of making 
away with children who cut the upper teeth first. 

Polygamy is universal among both Negroes and 
Bantu, the number of wives that a man possesses 
depending on his wealth, i.e. his ability to pay 
the necessary dowry. Except among the Fjort, 
marriage in \V. Adrica is a purely social institution, 
and not connected in any way with religion, though 



292 


NBGEOES (United States; 


the Yoniba priests, in the endeavour to strengthen 
their position, sometimes persuade the newly 
married couple to make sacrifices together to a 
god. Doubtless, in the course of time, religions 
ceremonies will he introduced, hut at present there 
exist only certain social customs. Children may 
he betrothed, when quite young, or even before 
birth. When a girl who has not been betrothed 
arrives at a marriageable age, she is dressed, 
painted, decked with ornaments, and paraded 
through the streets by her companions, until a 
suitor comes forward. The suitor then has to 
come to terms with the girl’s family, for in all 
coses he has to pay a sum for his bride. After this 
has been settled, a day is fixed for the maniage- 
feast, when the bridegroom takes charge of the 
bride, and dancing and wild orgies are indulged in. 

The Fjort people hold marriage in much higher 
esteem than do the other natives of W. Africa — 
a fact doubtless due to the cult of the goddess 
Nzambi, and the superior status held by women. 
Betrothal and payment to the bride’s father are 
much the same here as in other parts, but a curious 
custom takes place when a girl becomes marriage- 
able. She is locked up in what is called the ‘ paint- 
house,’ where she is painted red, and carefully 
attended to until those in charge of her think she 
is fit to marry. If she has been betrothed, she is 
washed, and the marriage-ceremony then takes 
lace ; but, if no husband is waiting for her, she is 
ressed up and paraded round the toTO in search 
of a suitor. The actual marriage-ceremony is more 
or less of a religious nature, and is accompanied by 
rites, such as those of boomba, leinbe,fumi, ngofo 
(the family-fetishes brought by the winds [above, 
§ 2 . vi.p. In each case a metal bracelet is given by 
the bridegroom to the bride, who swears to be 
faithful to her husband, never to leave him, and 
to be buried with him when he dies. 

Burial customs in W. Africa are very similar 
among all the tribes; the only real difierence 
results from the conception of the particular tribe 
as to what happens to the soul after death. In all 
cases death is the occasion for wailing and lamenta- 
tions, more especially by the women of the house- 
hold ; and the Gold Coast, Slave Coast, and neigh- 
bouring people dress the corpse in the dead man’s 
best clothes, and deck it with jewellery and orna- 
ments. The relatives and friends then visit the 
corpse, offer it presents, fire guns, and call on the 
dead man to return to life. The mourners abstain 
from food until after the burial, though intoxicating 
liquor is freely partaken of. The burial of property 
with the corpse, the slaughter of slaves, and other 
matters connected with funeral ceremonies have 
been mentioned above, and it will be remembered 
that such things are prevalent among those people 
who believe in the requirements of the ghosts 
dwelling in ghost-land, or in the requirements of 
the spirit awaiting re-birth. In other parts, par- 
ticularly among the Bantu, where it is thought 
that at death a man’s spirit quits the body, joins 
the world of spirits, and continues to have an in- 
fluence over the liiung, the ceremonies that take 
place have for their principal object the ingratia- 
tion of the spirit of the deceased. It is necessary 
to keep the spirit in good humour, so that it may 
work for the welfare of the family. 

The mode of actual burial and the place se- 
lected for interment vary considerably. Coffins 
are nearly always used, and the body is usually 
wrapped in cloths or grass mats. Some tribes («.y., 
the Limbas of Sierra Leone) bury their dead up- 
right, others place the corpse in a sitting position, 
while the majority place it on its side, ivith the 
face towards the east. Again, the place of inter- 
ment may be under the floor of the deceased’s 
house, the grave being so arranged that the head 


of the corpse will lie just outside the outer wall of 
the house ; or the body may be buried in the com- 
pound, or even outside the \ullage, in which case a 
small hut is built over the grave. Some tribes— 
e.g., the Mpongwe— prefer the spirits of the dead 
to dwell at a distance from human habitations, 
and therefore bury their dead in the forest. 

With a belief in witchcraft so strong as it is 
among the people of W. Africa, it is only natural 
that death should be regarded as due to the 
machinations of witches or evil spirits. By many 
death is held to be unnatural, and, when it over- 
takes a member of a family, his relatives summon 
the fetishman, who is called upon to state the cause 
of death and seek out the Match who brought it 
about. The witch proclaimed, she is required to 
undergo the poison ordeal in front of the corpse. 
If the fetishman considers that death resulted from 
the actions of evil spirits, the friends of the dead 
man have to take special precautions to prevent 
the same evil spirits from working destruction on 
the other members of the family. 

Litbratube. — R. E. Dennett, At the Baii of the Stack Han't 
Jlind, London, 1006, Nigerian Studies, do. 1910, Notes on the 
Folklore of the Fjort, do. 1898, Seven Years among the Fjort, 
do. 1837 ; A. B. Ellis, The Eiee-speaking Peoples of the Slave 
Coast of IT. Africa, do. 1890, The Tshi-speaking Peoples of the 
Gold Coast of IV. Africa, do. 18S7, The Yoruba-speaking Peoples 
of the Slave Coast of W. Africa, do. 1894 ; A. F. Moclcler- 
Forryman, Up the Nigeria. 1892 ; M. H. Kingsley, Travels 
tn IK. Africa, do. 1897, IK. African Studies, do. 1899; A. G. 
Leonard, The Lower Niger and its Tribes, do. 1906 ; R. H. 
Nassau, Fetiehism in It'. Africa, do. 1604 ; C. Partridge, 
Cross River Natives, do. 1905. 

A. F. Mocklek-Ferryman. 

NEGROES (United States). — i. Oririn, 
numbers, and distribution.-— Records are found of 
Negroes occasionally with the Spanish colonists 
in Florida and other southern sections of the 
country, and Negroes take pride in the presence of 
some of their race with Cortez de Narvaez, deSoto, 
and other explorers. The Spanish Government 
expressly permitted the settlers who_ owned slaves 
to bring them with them to America, and they 
Avere among the first in Florida (St. Augustine), 
Alabama, and Neiv Mexico. Negro pride in ad- 
venture is illustrated just now in the cose of 
Matthew A. Henson, M'ho had accompanied Peary 
on several explorations and ivas with him on his 
successful dash for the North Polo. He is a greatly 
popular hero among his own race. He has had 
successful lecture tours and has ivritten an autobio- 
graphy, and half a page in the Negro Year Book 
for 1914-15 is devoted to him. The history of 
Africans in America has its beginning, p^psi'y* 
in the introduction of slaves into_ the English 
colonies in 1619, M’hen, in the quaint record of 
Master John Rolfe, ‘About the last of August 
came in a Dutch man-of-Warre thatsold us twenty 
negars.’ From that time for more than 160 year* 
Negroes were imported from Africa, chicuy by 
British exploiters, Avho early secured a monopoly of 
this traffic. There is no Avay of knoAving the total 
number brought into the United States, but it 
cannot have been less than 2,000,000. They AAxre 
taken mainly from the west const of Amen, 
although many were procured from the intenor by 
methods Avell known (see Slatcry). Many_ dif- 
ferent tribes Avere represented among the captives, 
and they have preserved many physical marks of 
their different origins. Foav of the NeCTito lias'i- 
men were included, but one occasionally ® 
their characteristics even yet. The splendidly- 
built Bantu is also sometimes seen in almo.si 
native purity. But chiefly the Hnmitic Negroes 
constitute the main body of the African stock in 

America. _ . ,,onn iiip 

By the time of their emancipation (leoif 
numbers had come to about 4 , 500 , 000 , of 
nearly 600,000 were free — census 1860; toiai, 
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4,441,830 ; free, 487,970. At present there are 
10,000,000 — census 1910 : 9,827,763— which is 10'7 
per cent of the total (continental) population of 
the countiy. The percentage is gradually and 
rather rapidly decreasing owmg to the great im- 
migration, which is practically all white. In 1860 
the percentage was 14’1. With only two excep- 
tions the percentage has shown decrease at every 
census since the first, 1790, when it was 19'3. 

Prom the start it was evident that slavery could 
he made profitable only in the cotton- and tohacco- 
growing States, and so it was in the south that the 
numbers of Negroes multiplied; they were never 
relatively numerous in the north. The warmer 
south was far bettor adapted to their habits of life, 
brought over from Africa, and to their inherited 
constitution. Contrary to what might have been 
expected, they have remained in the south during 
the period of their freedom. In seventeen southern 
States, including Delaware, District of Columbia, 
and W. Virginia, not distinctively southern, there 
are 8,749,970 ; while in all the rest of the country 
there are only a few thousand above 1,000,000, 
and of these fewer than half (450,000) were bom 
in the south, whereas a few more than 40,000 now 
in the south were bom in other parts of the country. 
In two of the southern States they constitute a 
majority of the total population — 56'2 per cent in 
Mississippi, 65 ‘2 in S. Carolina. In the whole 
south they are 29'8 per cent of the total. Only in 
the populous States of New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Illinois has the north as many as 100,000 in 
any one State. In the country as a^whole 27*4 per 
cent live in the cities, while in the south the per- 
centage is 21 ‘2. Of the large cities Washington, 
the capital, has the largest proportion of Negroes 
— 94,446 in a total of 331,069. In the western 
part of the country there are very few, less than 
one per cent in Seattle, and only about one-tliird 
per cent in San Francisco. 

2 . Social condition. — ^We have seen that from 
the he^nning Negroes came to the country as 
slaves. In Virginia they ivere not legally and 
technically so designated until 1661. All the 
earlier States provided for slavery. There Avas 
division on the subject after the rise of the anti- 
slavery agitation which culminated in the Civil 
War. In some of the States they were theoreti- 
cally allowed to hold property, Avhile in others they 
could neither hold property nor horroAv money. 
The conditions varied in degree Avith different 
economic conditions and varying sentiment. In 

g eneral, the type of slavery was that of the house- 
old chattel slave. On the great plantations they 
were grouped in ‘ settlements,’ controlled by ‘ over- 
Beers,’^and dealt with largely on the group plan. 
The nature of the care and kindly attention 
received by them from the oAvners and their repre- 
sentatives was determined by the principles of 
humanity and the material interests at stake. It 
was generally recognized to be commercially ad- 
vantageous to give the slaves a large degree of 
physical care, and as a rule their humanity Avas 
so far recognized as to lead to providing many 
humane and helpful conditions. On the Avhole, it 
should be set doAATi as established that physically, 
as Avell as spiritually, the Negro in the United 
States Avas far more advantageously situated than 
in Africa in his native condition. Slavery is 
always in some of its features, and in its basal 
idea, inhuman ; and it is beyond question that 
there Avas much relative neglect and not a little 

f ross brutality in the treatment of the Negroes, 
t has been estimated [Ne^ro Year Booh, p. Ill) 
that 6200 free Negroes m the country owned 
Negro slaves to the number of 18,000, but the 
estimate may not be well founded. 

It Avas eAudent froih the beginning that the 


American conscience did notAvholIy approve of the 
ractice of slavery. Active agitation against it 
egan early. In legislation Rhode Island led the 
Avay as early as 1652 Avith a laAV prohibiting the 
holding in slavery for more than ten years of any 
person, Avhite or black, after he Avas tAventy-four 
years old. Legislation mostly took the form at 
first of prohibiting the importation of slaves into 
the States or of limiting it by an import duty. 
By 1776 the sentiment had sufficiently grown for 
the Continental Congress to resolve that ‘ no slave 
be imported into any of the thirteen colonies.’ 
The Constitution of the United States left Avithin 
the authority of the several States the control of 
slavery and of the inmortation from one State to 
another ; and the Government accepted from 
several of the States territory ceded on condition 
‘ that no regulations made or to be made by Con- 
gress shall tend to emancipate slaves.’ Conflict of 
vieAvs and interests involved in the rights and 
olicies Avith reference to slavery, beginning even 
efore the founding of the Union, greAv in severity 
and acuteness. Numerous measures of compro- 
mise and temporizing could only delay the culmina- 
tion in the Civil War (1861-65), in the midst of 
Avhich by proclamation of President Lincoln all 
slaves Avere emancipated {1st Jan. 1863). In 1865 
the abolition of slavery was confirmed by an 
amendment of the Constitution, and under the 
regime of ‘ Reconstruction ’ all the State constitu- 
tions Avere made to conform to this principle, 
Avhich was also made binding in the ‘ territories ’ 
by proclamation of the governors. 

Later amendments to the national Constitution 
sought to remove all disabilities of the freed men 
and to guarantee to them full and equal rights of 
citizenship. This course, prompted by lofty senti- 
mental idealism, nevertheless proved to have out- 
run sound statesmanship and practical possibility. 
The effort to confer immediate and full citizenship, 
with suifirage and possible oflicial position included, 
upon 1,000,090 men just out of slavery was a 
political and social blunder, working grievous 
AATTongs to Avhites and blacks alike, and the more so 
that the federal government had no plan or poAver 
at the time to proAude for the education of the 
freed men in the meaning and responsibilities of 
that citizenship. Within a quarter of a century 
this came to be very widely recognized, so that the 
southern States that had by various illegal devices 
prevented, hindered, and nullified the franchise of 
Negroes noAV began to accomplish the result by 
constitutional amendment, and Avere supported by 
the federal courts in this course. This Avas possible 
in popular sentiment, because in the better under- 
standing of the different sections of the country it 
Avas getting to be generally aOTeed that the prob- 
lems of race adjustment could best be Avorked out 
in the regions Avhere they existed and not by 
doctrinaire measures depending for adoption and 
execution upon men Avith little personal knoAA’ledge 
of the actual difficulties. Legally the course Avas 
made possible by avoiding in form all distinctions 
based on colour or race, the chief device being the 
‘ OTandfather clause.’ Standards of literacy Avere 
adopted, Avith the proviso that the prohibition 
would not apply to those AA'hose grandfathers had 
exercised that right, or had served in the armies of 
defence of their State. Thus nearly all Avhites 
Avere exempt from the operation of the limiting 
laAV's. So the matter Avas in process of solution, 
Avhile the gradual and rapid extension of education 
among the Negroes brought them into the rights 
of full citizenship with hope for its Avorthy exer- 
cise. Noav, hoAvever ( 1916), the final court or appeal 
has voided these laAVs and the situation is some- 
Avhat chaotic. It seems to be generally agreed 
that some legal means Avill be found for continuing 
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the method of solution indicated. Two Negroes 
have sat in the U.S. Senate, both for Mississippi, 
and twenty have been representatives in Congress 
for a total of thirty-five terms. They were from 
eight southern States. Several hold consular, 
subordinate diplomatic, and administrative office 
under appointment. In all branches of government 
service there were, in 1914, 22,440, including some 
6500 in the army and navy [Negro Year Book, p. 
153 f.). 

It was inevitable that caste custom and race 
prejudice should make and maintain sharp barriers 
against ‘social eg^uality’ for the NeOToes. This 
has failed in no community where the Negroes 
were present in large numbers. While many 
Negroes have cherished hopes of such ‘equality,’ 
the majority have eithernever taken much thought 
about it or nave recognized the impossibility of it, 
and not a few of them have urged its undesirability. 
Once a much-discussed question, it is relatively 
ignored to-day. Beginning about 1880, laws have 
been enacted in many States compelling the separa- 
tion of the races in public conveyances, especially 
rail way- trains, hotels, theatres, and other public 
buildings, and in schools. In Florida it is even 
illegal for a white to teach in a Negro school, 
and vice versa. Latterly a movement is spread- 
ing to s^egate the two races in their resi- 
dences. This has long been done by community 
agreement and by regulation of real estate com- 
panies in property deeds ; and, as a rule, normal 
tendencies and race affinities procured general 
grouping according to colour, but not infrequently 
the purchase of property in white districts by 
Negroes was embarrassing, and encroachments of 
one race on the other frequently made readjust- 
ments necessary. Now the matter has become the 
subject of city legislation, the very simple, if un- 
scientific, basis usually being the prohibition of a 
member of one race from acquiring property, by 
purchase or rental, within a city block wherein 
more than half the property is already occupied 
by the other race. In certain northern States 
there are towns in which public sentiment, with 
mob enforcement, does not permit a Negro to live 
at all. 

Miscegenation is prohibited by law in twenty- 
nine of the States, and social custom renders inter- 
marriage between the races rare even where there 
is no legal barrier. In some States the penalty is 
to ‘void’ the marriage, in others to punish the 
violators but not to ‘ void ’ the marriage, while in 
several the marriage is ‘ voided ’ and a penalty 
imposed — imprisonment, or fine, or both. In some 
States the official issuing the licence is also punished, 
and in some the minister or magistrate celebrating 
the marriage. Lustful and illicit miscegenation is, 
however, lamentably prevalent. There is no 
national definition ot a Negro, and the local and 
State definitions are not uniform. In some provi- 
sions any Negro blood constitutes one a Negro, in 
others one-sixteenth, one-eighth, and one-fourth 
are the degrees specified. The estimate that one- 
fifth of all the Negroes have more or less of Negro 
blood cannot be far wrong, and it has the support 
of the 1910 census, which showed 20'9 per cent. 
This is an apparent increase in twenty years from 
16'2 ; but in 1890 the enumerators were instructed 
to include as mulattoes only those haring one- 
fourth or more of Negro blood, whereas in 1910 all 
were reported as mulattoes who had any trace of 
Negro blood, and, on the other hand, were ‘not 
evidently full-blood Negroes.’ Enumerators were 
usually ignorant of ethnological distinctions and 
indgea merely by superficial appearance or report. 
Thus the apparently rapid rise m the last decade 
is not trustworthy. Except for the decade 1860 to 
1870, when there is a drop from 13-2 per cent to 


12 per cent, the percentage has risen slowly. In 
comparison with the total number of Negroes the 
oroportion of mulattoes is lowest in the S. Atlantic 
states (10'4) ; in New England it is 28‘6, and 
reaches its highest in the Pacific States (37‘3). 
Miscegenation is nearly exclusively of white men 
with Negro women, and this must be one of the 
influences that account for the distressing number 
of attempted assaults of Negro men on white 
women. 

Negroes have not often sought social relations 
with the white people on the basis of equality, 
although very many of them have entertained the 
hope that this might ultimately come to them. 
Aggressive efibrts in this direction have, in the 
rare instances, been inspired by the vicious or mis- 
guided sentimental influence of white people. In 
the main there is a grow'ing sense of race pride 
and an increasing determination to develop within 
racial lines. Not a few of their own leaders are 
directing the thought and ambition of the Negroes 
along this line. A groiving respect for the Negro 
and appreciation of his potentialities and achieve- 
ments on the part of the white race help fonvard 
this propaganda, and its progress is its guaranty 
of success. It is many years since there was any 
serious discussion of the proposition, once much 
agitated, of deportation or emigration of the 
Negroes. It may be taken_ as definitely settled 
that the present race of Africans in America will 
work out their destiny in that land, and wdth pro- 
gressively satisfactory adjustment of the difficulties 
growing out of the occupation of the same territory 
by two races held apart by social and racial anti- 
pathies. 

3. Education and culture. — Prior to emancipa- 
tion no systematic provision for the general enlignt- 
enmentof the Negro was made, and no public policy 
adopted. Various enterprises and movements for 
educating Negroes were undertaken by mission- 
ary and philanthropic organizations, and in some 
northern States the public schools were accessible 
to the few Negroes resident there. So far as pro- 
gress was made, it was mainly by the efforte 01 the 
mave-oivners, members of whose families in many 
cases taught the rudiments of learning to the slavM, 
especially to those to whom were assigned the 
household duties and personal service. Special 
provision was frequently made for the instruction 
of the slaves durmg the seasons when there was 
little work to be done. Those who were taught 
by white people were able to extend that know- 
ledge in part to others. At emancipation not fewer 
than five per cent of the Negroes were able to read, 
and about 10,000 w-ere in public schools ; there were 
four schools for higher education and nornial tram- 
ing; 150 Negro teachers; §50,000 invested U®' 
perty for education ; an annual expenditure the first 
year for education of §200,000, of which the Negro 
Year Book (p. 2) claims that §10,000 was given by 
the Negroes. . 

The history of education of Negroes since 
reveals progressive concern on the part of aU parties. 
Large activities are included on the part of missiqu- 
ary and benevolent organizations through wnicii 
many millions have been expended and some great 
‘ Funds ’ made permanently available, m the rea- 
body Fund, Slater Fund, Jaynes Fund, and part 
of the Kookefeller Fund dispensed by the General 
Education Board {New York). Negroes have con- 
tributed in a way that often manifeste b?ro|sm, 
insight, and wide vision, and their guts inclnao 
some very considerable endowments. * 
destruction of material resources by the OiviJ war 
and the demoralization of all social organizations, 
and the conflict of interests and opinion d^ng tne 
period of ‘Reconstruction’ (to 1876), cduc - 
tional facilities for all, in the south, prostrate an 
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to be built up anew and on lines radically different 
from those that had existed before the War, and 
under circumstances of extreme difficulty. Personal 
pro]ierty was nearly all destroyed and realty was 
in dilapidation, while business was either destroyed 
or utterly demoralized. Of the 4,000,000 Negroes 
only a negligible number had either property or 
business, and they had lost the right of immediate 
dependence upon white people for support and 
direction. They had neither the resources nor the 
training for independent development.^ It was 
fifteen years before systems of free public schools 
were generally established with any measure of 
completeness. While in some of the States the 
effort was made to keep separate the income from 
school taxation from the two races and to expend 
on each the funds so procured, in most States there 
was no such legal discrimination, and schools were 
established for all. In practical administration it 
was inevitable that the Negro should receive far 
fewer of the all too inadequate facilities so meaOTely 
provided. The equipment of his schools and the 
length of his schom term were both far below those 
of the whites, and the disparity has not yet been 
overcome, but by degrees it is being removed, not- 
withstanding the fact that far the larger part of 
the revenue for the schools comes from the white 
people. . This public school system provided in the 
various States has been the greatest of all factors 
in the education of the Negro. Fifty years after 
emancipation (1913) Negro illiteracy had fallen to 
30 per cent ; there were 1,800,000 pupils in free 
schools ; 3500 Negroes were engaged in teaching ; 
there were 500 colleges and schools for normal 
training ; there had been in all 3856 college gradn- 
ates, 01 whom more than 1600 belong to the first 
decade of this century ; §200,000,000 are now in- 
vested in Negro education ; the armual expenditure 
for this purpose amounts to about §13,500,000, of 
which the Negroes themselves are estimated to 
contribute §1,500,000 (Negro Year Book, p. 4). 
The best thought of the nation is now given to 
the task of removing illiteracy and providing ade- 
quate training to all. In this work account is 
taken of race and colour only as these affect the 
character and efficiency of methods to be employed 
in reaching the goal of well-trained citizenship. 
The Freemnan’s Bureau, which so signally pro- 
moted the facilities for Negro education, soon 
ceased to be needed. In the large sums expended 
and in the extensive work accomplished Joy this 
organization, and hy the philanthropic societies of 
the white fnends of the Negro, many mistaken 
aims and methods were em^oyed in an experi- 
mental period. Not yet has universal agreement 
been reached, but more and more expert opinion 
suggests, and practical experience approves, voca- 
tional training for the majority of Negroes, involv- 
ing a large element of industrial and domestic 
instruction and training. The demonstration of 
the value of this method nas been signally wrought 
out at the government school for Indians and 
Negroes, Hampton (Va.) Institute, and the Tuske- 
gee (Ala.) Normal and Industrial Institute. The 
former of these is generously supported by the 
National Government and the State of Virginia, 
while the latter has attracted the widest interest and 
support on account of the striking personality and 
sound wisdom of its President, Booker T. Wash- 
ington (t 1916), so that it now has property and 
endowment of some §3,000,000 and an annual income 
of §300,000, ministering to a student body of about 
2000. Generally in schools for Negroes the inspira- 
tional element now plays a large part, cultivating 
ideals for the person and the home, racial and 
national consciousness, and respect. The purely 
academic training that once played so large s. 
part in the tentative efforts to educate Negroes is 


increasingly held to be secondary, while there is 
no loss of the aim after a sound culture. Profes- 
sional training has its place. There are reported 
3 schools of law, 4 of medicine, 6 of pharmacy, 17 
agricultural and mechanical schools under govern- 
ment control and support, and 350 private (largely 
Church)sohoolswithnormal and industrial features ; 
but most of these are small and poorly supported, 
often representing more of ambition and pnde than 
of solid realization. The efforts of Negroes to build 
up institutions of learning have often been pathetic 
in their pretentiousness and pitiablein their poverty, 
hut always inspiring in their heroism and idealism. 
A ‘university’ is sometimes hardly a good high 
school, and a ‘college’ not infrequently begins 
with the primary classes and does not reach be- 
yond the grammar-school grades. 

In spite of all limitations the present is full of 
encouragement. The points now emphasized in 
the policy with reference to public schools are : (1) 
to have the teaching vitally connected with the 
activities of the people : (2) to improve facilities ; 

(3) to provide more helpful and efficient supervision ; 

(4) to make the school largely assist in the general 
welfare of the community. "With reference to 
secondary and high schools the policy includes also ; 

(6) by concentration to limit the number of schools 
undertaking the highest grades of work and to 
extend the quantity and quality of such work ; (6) 
to increase the financial resources, which is being 
done by State appropriations, by special endow- 
ments for specific scbools, and by the use of the 
income from the various Funds referred to above ; 

(7) stricter and more helpful supervision. Five 
agencies co-operate in this supervision — the Federal 
Government, State governments, religious societies, 
managers of educational funds, and voluntary 
associations of Negro educatora 

In the fine arts the Negroes have made no great 
advance, nor as yet demonstrated any strUiing 
capacity. In music they have a native capacity for 
a peculiar type of melody, and they are almost 
universally lovers of music, especially of simple 
stringedinstrumentsand of wind instruments. They 
have become famous for singing what are called 
‘ plantation melodies.’ A few have won distinction 
with popular songs, and many are proficient in the 
execution of music. They have done some credi- 
table work in art and sculpture. They are pro- 
ducing many books and publish many newspapers, 

f enerally not of a high order. In literature they 
ave thus far shown best in didactic work and 
essays dealing with social, political, and religions 
subjects. Some of the best works dealing with 
Negro questions have been written by them. Their 
most extensive efforts in publication work are in 
Sunday school and other religions literature. 

4. Economic condition. — Ine 1910 census showed 
71 per cent of Negroes over ten years of age engaged 
in useful occupations, including 3,178,554 males 
and 2,013,981 females— a larger percentage of the 
whole than is found in any other class of the popu- 
lation ; 2,893,674 were employed in agriculhiial 
pursuits, 1,099,715 in domestic and personal service, 
704,174 in manufacturing and mechanical labour, 
425,043 in trade and transportation, 69,929 in pro- 
fessional service. The large falling off in the 
decade of the number in domestic service (224,445) 
is a significant feature in the economic and social 
life, inasmuch as in the south this service has been 
rendered almost entirely by Negroes. Increased 
efficiency of the men as bread-winners, increase of 
domesticity and home-life among the Negroes, ac- 
quisition of homes by them, and the instruction in 
home arts given in the schools are reducing the num- 
bers of those who go out in service. To how great 
an extent the native African idea of the function 
of the female has been imported into America and 
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lias persisted is indicated by the 1,051,137 females 
reported as in agricultural pursuits and tlie 68,440 
in manufacturing and mechanical labour. Labour 
unions have been slow to recoOTize the Negro, and 
in northern States particularly, where the union 
has had its most extensive power, they have greatly 
hindered the development of the Negro in the trades 
of skilled labour. _ In the south, where immigrants 
are few and unionism less developed, far more 
friendliness and encouragement have been found. 
Some of the trades — e.g., brick-laying — have been 
almost wholly in their hands ; and others — t.g., 
carpentry — have been largely open to them. In 
1910, however, the National Council of the American 
Federation of Labor unanimously invited NeOToes 
and all other races to enter the Federation. Nine 
of the sixty most important unions still bar 
Negroes from membership. In 1863 9000 Negroes 
owned their homes,, 15, 000 worked farms as o^vne^s 
or as managers, and 2000 businesses were con- 
ducted by them. In 1913 they owned 550,000 homes, 
worked 937,000 farms, conducted 43,000 business 
houses, and owned property estimated as high as 
$700,000,000. From 1900 to 1910 the value of farms, 
live-stock, tools, etc., increased from less than 
$200,000,000 to nearly $500,000,000. There were 
67 Negro banks with more than $1,600,000 of capital 
and with an annual business amounting to about 
$20,000,000 — in spite of the fact that banking 
among Negroes has been marked by not a few db- 
asters, due sometimes to dishonesty, more fre- 
quently to incompetency, and sometimes to the 
unfriendly action of other bankers and business 
men. The kinds of business most popular, in order 
of numbers of businesses, are restaurants and other 
forms of catering, groceries, vending, building and 
contracting, and butchers’ and coal-dealers’ busi- 
nesses. The great majority of Negro labourers are 
unskilled and of a low average efficiency. Still 
they constitute, because of their numbers and do- 
cility, a very important factor in the economic life 
of the country. 

For the most part the homes of the Negroes are 
of a very low quality, ivith feiv comforts and poor 
facilities for hygienic and moral conditions. In the 
country districts they live largely in small board 
or log houses that are usually untidy and unsani- 
tary, except that they are very open. In cities 
thousands of them live in rooms over stables, in 
cheap houses built along alleys, and in tenement 
houses, where crowding and filth are very common. 
The results of these conditions are seen in dimin- 
ished efficiency in labour, in extensive disease and 
a high death-rate, and in gross immorality. The 
average death-rate among Negroes is about 50 per 
cent higher than among whites. One authonty 
(W. F. Willcox, NBri' xix. 348) places the Negro 
death-rate at twice that of whites. The diseases 
most disastrous among them are consumption, 
pneumonia, nervous diseases, heart diseases, dis- 
eases of the bowels, and urinary troubles. Ag- 
gressive and intelligently directed campaigns of 
improvement in these conditions are now being 
made, but the situation will require much time 
and energy to recover from the long neglect. 

5. Religion and morality. — If by religion one 
means the form of worship, organization, and dog- 
matic statement, and by morals the rules and range 
of conduct included under the religious direction 
of the life, then there is no necessary connexion 
between the two. In principle, however, religion 
always includes ethics. It stimulates and educates 
the conscience, but it does not directly inform the 
ethical judgment. Religion itself is subject to, 
and demands, education, interpretation, extension. 
The earlier movements of religion have reference 
only to the soul’s relation to the spiritual environ- 
ment (God), and include the personal relations of 


man to man in the social group only ns the group 
is conceived to be related to the spiritual enriron- 
ment as a whole. It is a later development that 
recognizes that the worship of God consists in doing 
His will in a personal society. Later still men 
come to recognize that their relation to God places 
them in ethical relation to all personal beings. 
Many, failing to recognize these principles, have 
severely criticized the Negro’s religion as being 
non-moral, and think of it with contempt. As a 
rule the Negro has not yet gone very far in dis- 
covering that the religious emotion is to find expres- 
sion in the rational direction of the life in human 
relationships, so as to realize the will of God in a 
righteous and loving personal order. Hence his 
morality represents a crude and undeveloped stage 
of religious ethics. The civil and criminal laws of 
the United States are designed for the stage of 
civilization reached by the white race, or for the 
restraint of the Negro race within limits approved 
by the white race from their own, and not from the 
Negroes’, standpoint. For most Negroes, there- 
fore, very many of these laws have no ethical signi- 
ficance and seem to them, when they know them 
at all, to be conventions of tlie dominant race to 
interfere with the Negroes’ normal activities. And 
the administration of these laws, almost wholly by 
the white race, manifests a rigidity and a severity, 
often an injustice, by no means calculated to inspire 
respect and ready obedience in the weaker people. 
Laws are sometimes called for in a community only 
by reason of the prevalence of the Negro, and are 
enforced only ■with reference to him. Then there 
are white men who exploit the weakness and ani- 
malism of the Negro for the sake of base gain and 
thus augment some of his easiest vices, bringipg 
him under the condemnation of the law. The social 
sin of white men with black women, the lewd influ- 
ences of much theatrical and other advertising, 
the corrupting suggestiveness of many of the 
amusements provided for them all serve to arouse 
the viler passions of the Negroes, who, wanting 
the restraints of enlightened judgment and estab- 
lished self-control, are led on to criminal practices. 
'The multiplication of laws in a society or growing 
complexity adds to the ■violations, among whites 
ns well as blacks. All these things must be taken 
into account in judging the records of crime and 
vice in a people as yet at a backward stage of the 
road from savagery to Christian civilization. Of 
prisoners to each 100,000 of population in 1904 
there ■were among whites 77, among Negrow 278. 
In the north the figures were 83 and 743, in the 
south 40 and 221. All the figures show decrease m 
compared with 1890, Negroes had a lower rate 
than any immigrants except Poles. In major 
ofiences theNegroes were surpassed by all foreigners 
except Irish and Germans. It is gratifying to note 
thatlynchings, of whites and Negroes, declined from 
1908 (7 white and 93 black) to 1913 (1 white and 61 
black), the lowest number since records have been 
kept (twenty-nine years). Petty crimes of Negroes 
against members of their own race, unless they 
disturb the community, do not usually result in 
arrests, and even gross evils often escape ouicial 
notice. This is especially true of social sms. 

Evils most prevalent among the race and most 
harmful are indolence, theft, drunkenness, gam- 
bling, and sexual sins. Much is to be_ said in 
mitigation of the Negro’s guilt in these vices, hut 
the fact remains that they are rvidely^ prevalent. 
Theft is violation of ownership, but in a tnoai 
rdgime and under the conditions in Africa, where 
there is relatively little of exclusive ownersliip, tne 
rights of property cannot be distinctly jn conscious- 
ness; anaakeen consciousness of individual person- 
ality is a condition of high regard for 
property and personal rights of all sorts. 
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consciousness is not yet highly developed in the 
Negro. After his emancipation tliere were those 
who definitely taught the Negro that the wealth 
in the south was his creation, and that he had an 
essential right to as much of it as he could safely 
appropriate. The large measure of inequality 
which the Negro suffers in the social and economic 
life gives him some ground for reasoning that he 
may seek by all means to equalize the ‘ goods ’ of 
life. And poverty gives a strong impulse to theft. 

Drunkenness is augmented by the greed of whites 
who exploit the weakness of the Negro for base 
rofit. Negroes are not often allowed to own 
rink saloons, and in 1910 only 652 were in their 
hands. The necessity for protection from drunken- 
ness among Negroes has been a strong factor in 
the prohibition of the sale of intoxicants in the 
south, now practically universal in rural sections 
and rapidly becoming so in the cities. State pro- 
hibition having been adopted by ten of the 
States. The bad conditions of living must also be 
chargeable with much of the vice found among 
Negroes. 

Influences of the primitive animism of Africa 
are abundant in the superstitions and religious 
notions of the American Negro. The voodoo^ 
usually called hoodoo in the United States, in its 
grosser forms has nearly disappeared, but there 
are milder forms of fear of subtle influences by 
spiritual powers, and of persons supposed to be en 
rapport with those powers, to be found on all 
hands. A modified form of witchcraft is met with, 
and a mild type of the medicine-man with his 
occult powers, presumably connected with some 
herb or concoction, has gre^ influence with many. 
Ghosts are very real to most Negroes. Charms 
are trusted or feared, and dreams are often signi- 
ficant of divine communications or of messages 
from departed friends or enemies. The ‘ evil eye ’ 
can sometimes arouse the utmost terror. Unusual 
natural phenomena arouse an awesome sense of 
the supernatural and sometimes create great con- 
sternation. The behaviour of animals suggests to 
the Negroes superior and subtle intelligence, and 
awakens a feeling of uncanniness that almost 
approaches a belief in. spirit-possession. Certain 
aspects of death are especially terrible, and the 
Negro is usually very fearful of cemeteries at night. 
Idolatry is practically unkno^vn. Forms of spirit- 
ism prevalent among white people in America and 
Europe are little known by the Negroes. Their 
superstitions have affected the folklore of the 
whites, many of whom share some aspects of them. 

Prior to emancipation the religious life of the 
Negro was cared for ' largely in the patriarchal 
way, the masters taking such interest in it and 
making such provision for it as their own religious 
sense prompted. Along with this were_ the white 
ministers, -who often took the deepest interest in 
the religious welfare of the slaves ; local religious 
workers ; missionary organizations with such efforts 
as the conditions permitted ; and especially 
preachers and pious women among the Negroes 
themselves, usually illiterate hut often with im- 
posing personality and genuine goodness, giving 
them unlimited power for comfort and instruction 
in righteousness. For the most part their church- 
membership was in the same organizations with the 
white Cliristians, a Special part of the buildings for 
worship, usually galleries, being set apart for their 
use ; but in the cities some very large and powerful 
Negro churches were built up, over which in some 
cases ivhite pastors presided with love and ability. 

It is at once an evidence of the essentially re- 
ligious disposition of the Negro and a testimony to 
the religious interest of the whites that in 1863 
there ivere more than 600,000 communicant church 
members, and that with 550 separate local church 


organizations they owned property to the extent 
of §1,000,000. Far the larger part of the Christ- 
ians among them have been identified with the 
Baptist and Methodist denominations. These were 
the most numerous' in the south, and were the 
most aggressive bodies, giving much energy to 
missionary evangelism, and demanding less of 
education and culture in their converts, and es- 
pecially in candidates for the ministry. Since the 
Civil War Congregationalists and the other leading 
denominations from the north have laboured ex- 
tensively among them, but have not much modified 
the popular hold of the Baptists and Methodists. 
Boman Catholicism would be expected to have 
found in the emotionalism and superstition of the 
Negro, his love of display and ceremony, and his 
rich imagination, to which symbolism so readily 
appeals, a most fruitful field ; but only in the 
States, Maryland and Louisiana chiefly, where 
Roman Catholics were numerous and powerful 
have any considerable numbers of Negroes been 
identifiea with that Church, and then by no means 
in proportion to the opportunities. Notwithstand- 
ing exhortations of bishops and resolutions of 
councils, Roman Catholics have not until qrute 
recently seemed greatly concerned to win the 
Negroes. Several societies are now interested, 
and ‘a special “ Catholic Board of Mission Work 
among Colored People since 1907 has sought to 
cultivate interest and provide funds for this purpose. 
A Roman Catholic authority (OE xii. 629) claims 
200,000 to 225,000 Catholic Negroes, but the claim 
is not supported by the government census. The 
latest available religions statistics of the census 
are for 1906, when there were reported 6376 
churches, and 477,720 communicants affiliated with 
white denominations. This inclusion with white 
organization refers to their general connexion, and 
not to local organization, in which they are nearly 
all in separate congregations. The great bulk of 
these (308,651) are in the Methodmt Episcopal 
Church. All are Protestants except 36 congrega- 
tions of Roman Catholics with 38,235 communicants. 
Of independent Negro denominations, all Protest- 
ant, the census euumerates 17 with 32,985 con- 

g regations, 3,779,681 communicants; 2,261,607 were 
aptists, organized in the ‘ National Convention,’ 
and 1,400,000 belong to one or another of several 
Methodist bodies. The rest are distributed among 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and others. In 
1913 it was computed that the Negroes had alto- 
gether 40,000 congregations with 4,300,000 com- 
municants, 41,000 Sunday schools with 2,200,000 
pupils, and church property valued at $70,000,000. 
They have 27 schools teaching theology, extensive 
publishing plants for Sunday school and other 
religious literature, a large number of Young Men’s 
Christian Associations and a growing number of 
Young Women’s Christian Associations, and almost 
innumerable semi-religious social and benevolent 
organizations and brotherhoods and sisterhoods, 
for which they have a great fondness. The larger 
denominations among them have organized foreign 
mission work, conducting missions in Africa. In 
proportion to their numbers, and taking account 
only of outward attachment to organized Christ- 
ianity, the Negroes constitute decidedly the most 
religious element in the population of the United 
States. 

The worship of the Negro is characterized by a 
high degree of emotionalism, which diminishes 
with education and the restraints of culture. 
Music plays a large part in the worship, where 
the singing is remarkable for its persuasive melody 
and subtle, almost hypnotic, influence over the con- 
gregations. Their 'bodies move with the rhythm, 
and it is easy for a skUfnl leader to sway them in 
mass. The preaching is dramatic, imaginative, 
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and powerful in emotional appeal. They have 
developed some of the greatest pulpit orators in 
American history, and the more enlightened of 
these have frequently heen heard with enthusiasm 
and appreciation at white conferences and conven- 
tions, where they are often present to make appeals 
for sympathy and funds for worthy enterprises. 
There is growing co-operation between the mis- 
sionary and benevolent organizations of the two 
races for the religious and moral elevation of the 
Negroes, and solid advances are being made in the 
sobriety, dignity, and intelligence of their worship. 
Several of their leaders are already men of splendid 
education, a high degree of culture, and sound 
moral life and influence. 

6. Summary and appraisement. — (1) In the 
United States there is found the only large group 
of Negroes yet rescued from heathenism and set 
forward on the road to civilization, now living 
under conditions that contain the promise of con- 
tinued and accelerating advance. G. Wameck 
(Outline of a Hist, of JProt. Missions, Eng. tr.*, 
Edinburgh and London, 1906, p. 194) calls attention 
to the fact that in the American Negroes there is 
much the largest group anywhere in modem times 
rescued from heathenism and brought into the 
Christian Church. The experience of success and 
failure here affords important material for the 
study of the methods of missionary work else- 
where, especially of work in Africa, where there 
is so much of basal similarity in the subjects to be 
won and developed. All who would work at the 
problem of the Negro in Africa should take account 
of the history of the Negro in America. 

(2) There are many sympathetic friends of the 
Negro who share the thought that his capacity for 
development has not yet been fully determined. 
It is not trae that the enlightened leadership 
among Negroes has been almost wholly by men 
with ^mixture of white blood (Ej5r“, loc, dt.), but 
too many of the leaders have been men of mixed 
race for us to be able yet to aflSrm that the Negro 
has shown capacity for sufficient education, initia- 
tive, and resource to be capable of a native and 
independent realization of the ideals of Christian 
culture. 

(3) There yet remain in the United States many 
problems of social, economic, and religious organiza- 
tion and adjustment, but the Negro is definitely 
established as an element in the life of the country, 
and his destiny lies along the lines of separate 
race development, with the cultivation of a worthy 
race consciousness, respect, and ideal. On purely 
theoretical grounds many argue that amalgamation 
must be the final solution of race problems, especi- 
ally in a purely democratic social organism to which 
all caste distinctions are essentially repugnant (cf. 
Mecklin, Democracy and Bace Friction ) ; but 
history, the present tendencies in the United 
States, in S. America, and in S. Africa, and the 
deeper instincts of race dinsion aU oppose the 
amalgamation theory. 

(4) Mutual understanding and sympathy be- 
tween whites and blacks in the United States are 
making rapid progress. There is no intelligent 
sympathy with a brutal bpok that had a wide 
circulation by means of glaring advertisement and 
agency promotion and for a while exerted a per- 
niciotts influence, contending that the Negro is not 
a member of the human family at all but a soulless 
brute, nor with other unfriendly but less despicable 
works. It is coming to be recognized and appreci- 
ated that the two_ races are to live together and 
that neither c.an without the other gain the goal of 
civilization and national ideals. 

LrmuTCKE.— There are namerous worlcs dealing with various 
phases of this subject and the number Is crowing. Besides in 
works of genera] reference the facts are to oe sought mainiy in 


the volumes of the United States Census Reports, in the 17 voU, 
of the Atlanta University Publications, and in the Htgro Ytar 
Book, Tuskegee, 1914-16 ; facts and discussions will be found 
well covered by the following selected list : H. K. Carroll 
Religious Statistics of the UniUd States, New York, 1915 ; H. P,’ 
Douglass, Christian Reconstruction in the South, Boston, 1909 • 
W. E. B. Du Bois, Study of the Regro Prohlexru (^Atlanta 
Univ. Pub. 3 ri89S]), The Negro Church (=ib. 8 11903]), Soa'at 
and Physical Conditions of Negroes in Cities (=i6. 2 [1897)), and 
The Souls of Black Folk, Chicago, 1903 ; D. Fraser, The Future 
of Africa, London, 1911 ; M. Helm, The Uvuard Path, New 
York, 1903 ; F. L. Hoffman, Race Traits and Tendencies of the 
American Negro, New York, 1906 ; G. B. Jackson and D. W. 
Davis, The Industrial History of the Negro Race in the U.S.s, 
Richmond, 1911 ; H. H. Johnston, The Negro in the New World, 
New York, 1907 ; J. M. Mecklin, Democracy and Race Friction, 
New York, 1914 ; G. S. Merriam, The Negro and the Nation, 
do. 1908; E. G. Murphy, Problems of the Present South, do. 
1904; F. P. Noble, The Redemption of Africa, do. 1899; H. 
W. Odum, Social and Mental Traits of the Negro, do. 1910 ; R. 
Patterson, The Negro and his Needs, do. 1911 : W. H. Thomas, 
The American Negro, do. 1901 ; B. T. Washington, Story c) 
the Negro, do. 1909, The Future of the American Negro, Boston, 
1899, The Negro in Business, do. 1907, Up from Slavery, New 
York, 1900, Working with the Sands, do. 1004; W. D. 
Weatherford, Negro Jjife in the South, do. 1910, Present 
Forces in Negro Progress, do. 1912 ; G. W. Williams, flirt, oj 
the Negro Race, do. 1883. W. 0. CARVER. 

NEMESIS. — See Fate (Greek and Eoman). 


NEO-CYNICISM. — ^We know that the Cyni- 
cism of Antisthenes and his immediate followera 
was gradually absorbed in Stoicism (see CYNICS 
Stoics), and that, after Clirysippus (t206 _B.C.), 
unimportant, sporadic manifestations aside, it dis- 
appeared from history till the Ist cent. A.D. Mean- 
while profound changes had overtaken the Medi- 
terranean peoples, who, as a result, evinced a new 
attitude towards fundamental questions of religion 
and conduct. In particular, traditional restraints 
of civic or racial institutions, beliefs, and customs 
were weakening, thanks to the association of men 
‘ out of every nation under heaven ’ (cf. Ac 2) in 
populous cosmopolitan centres like Kome, Alex- 
andria, Corinth, and even Jerusalem. Bereft of 
ancient supports by denationalization, many ap- 
proached tne problems of conduct and destiny as 
individuals, no longer as citizens. ^ Thus, the con- 
ception of life as a warfare — possibly the germ of 
the ‘ Church militant ’ — began to assert itsmf. 

‘The bond that formerly kept devotion centered upon the 
city or the tribe, upon the gens or the family, was broken. In 
place of the ancient social groiros communities of initiates came 
into existence’ (F. Cumont, Les Religions orientates daw Is 
paganisms romain^, Paris, 1909, p. 42, Eng. tr., Chicago, 1911, 
p. 27). 

Piety, a personal aspiration, replaced loyalty, a 
socio-political virtue. Hellenic intellectuahsni, 
brave and curious towards theory, waned as practi- 
cal issues gained urgency. Morals ousted meta- 
physics ; belief, often in the form of superstition, 
eclipsed logic. The masses desired assurance of 
immortality; the dite sought an ‘Inner Ino 
wherein they could escape this present evil wona. 
In both cases the state of the ‘ soul ’ became the 
question of the day. Accordingly, from Seneca [c. 
4 B.C.-A,D. 65), Musonius Rufus (fl. A.D. 63-81), and 
Dio of Pruso (c. A.D. 40-117), when Stoics aspired 
more and more to he ‘physicians of the som, 
the Cynic element in their teaching re-asserted 
itself. The Neo-Cynics, _ at once products and 
evidences of this condition, embodied a special 
phase of general tendencies which were sweeping 
over the Roman world os a whole. Tims they 1®™ 
an aspect of a social and spiritual movement rather 
than a philosophical school of the Hellenic tj^. 

I. History. — When Stoicism reached Romo 
(Crates, 159 B.C. ; Diogenes of Seleucis, 165 B.C. 5 
Panoetins, client of Scipio Africanns, c. 142 B.C.), 
it was a complete system theoretically, and there- 
fore ready to accommodate itself to Roman needs. 
The version taught by Pantetins emphasized oj/icia, 
or the duties of station to be rendered as wopei 
service by every good citizen (cf. Cicero, tfe Off. n-l- 
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The harshness of the original was thus softened hy 
adjustment to the calls of active citizenship, and 
the Cynic element of rigoristic individualism fell 
into the background. Nevertheless the moral 
‘inwardness’ of the system, Cynic in origin, re- 
mained, as Marcus Aurelius saw long after (viii. 
49, 66, ix. 133); 

• Remember that your Inner Self Is in^upnable, when once 
it rallies to iteelt and consistently declines to act against ita 
will, even though the deflance may be irrational. How much 
more then, when its judgment is rational and made with cir- 
cumspection? Therefore the mind free from passions is a 
citadel ; man has no stronger fortress to which he can fly for 
refuge and remain impregnable. ... To my moral will my 
neighbour's will is as completely unrelated as his breath is or 
his flesh. Be we ever so much made for one another, our 
Inner Selves have each their own sovereign rights : otherwise 
my neighbour's evil might become my evil, which is not Qod's 
good pleasure, lest another have power to undo me.' 

‘ You are part of a sooiol whole, a factor necessary to complete 
the sum ; therefore your every action should help to complete 
the social life. Any action of yours that does not tend, directly 
or remotely, to this social end, dislocates life and infringes its 
unity. It is an act of sedition, and like some separatist doing 
what he can to break away from civic accord' (G. H. Rendall, 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus to Himself, London, 189S, pp. 
120, 12S, 133). 

The history of Soman Stoicism is a record of the 
conflict between these two authoritative calls. In 
the time of Caligula, and again after A.D. 96, the 
former prevailed with the Neo- Cynics, whose 
gospel had been foreshadowed, in tom, hy Q. 
Sextius, the teacher of Seneca, in the last years of 
the Principate of Augustus. This development 
was gradual. Even during republican times Q. 
Ailius Tuhero (c. 118 B.C.), Q. Mucius Scsevola (c. 
95 B.C.), P. Rutilius Rufus (c. 92 B.C.), and especi- 
ally M. Porous Cato (95-48 B.C.), followed the 
Cynic ideal in public as well as in personal aflairs. 
In the next generation Horace (fl. 41-8 B.c.) adverts 
not merely to the civic dutifulness of the Stoics 
(jSp. I. i. 16 f.), hut also to their Cynic ‘inward- 
ness’ {Carm, III. iii. If.). This rigorism steeled 
the saints and martyrs of the ‘ opposition ’ under the 
Csesars (cf. H. Schiller, Gesch. des rom. Kaiserreichs 
unter der Bcgierung des Nero, Berlin, 1872, p. 666 f. ; 
6. Boissier, L’OpposiHon sous les Gisar^, Paris, 
1905) j its drift towards abandonment of a theory 
that placed nature above man, and towards ex- 
clusive emphasis upon consistency of conduct, is 
made plain by Persius {Sat. iii. 66 f.). Extant 
literary references suiflce to show the extraordinary 
persistence of the ‘Cynic sect’ — from Caligula 
(A.D. 41) till Justinian (A.D. 630). The main body 
of information is furnished by Seneca (fl. 55), 
J^ictetus (fl. 120), Lucian (fl. 180), and Eusebius 
(fl, 330). Further references, among others less 
important, are found in Plutarch (fl. 100), Dio 
Chrysostom (fl. 110), Justin Martyr (fl. 150), Tatian 
(fl. 166), Aulus Gellius, Athenagoras and Galen 
(fl. 176), Dio Cassius (fl. 220), Tertullian and Philo- 
stratus (fl. 230), Julian ‘the Apostate’ and Ammi- 
anus Marcellinus (fl. 361), John Chrysostom (fl. 
400), Augustine (fl. 420), Damascius (fl. 520), Sim- 
plicius (fl. 533), and Suidas. But, to all intents and 
purposes, the movement attained its crests immedi- 
ately after the death of Nero and, again, under 
the Antonines. Thereafter, it appears to have 
been absorbed gradually into Christian monachism 
(cf. E. Hatch, The Injliience of Greek Ideas and 
Usaaes upon the Christian Church (EL, 1888), 
London, 1890, lect. v. f. ; St. Paulinus of Nola, 
Ep. XXV.). 'The first onset is represented by 
Demetrius, associate of Seneca (fl. 71). Between 
him and the Antonine group we have Epictetus, 
who, although a Stoic in theory, was deeply affected 
by Cynicism in practice; and Dio Chrysostom, 
\vho seems to have adopted Cynic ways in life, 
although he was an eclectic in philosophy ; while, 
in the reign of Hadrian, CEnomaus of Gadara 
flourished. But, thanks to Lucian, the representa- 
tives of the sect whom we know best are its saint. 


Demonax (fl. 145-160), and its part-prophet, part- 
charlatan, _ Peregrinus Proteus (self-immolated, 
165), both in the Antonine period. In addition, it 
is ewdent from the freq^uent references in con- 
temporary literature that numerous Cynic mission- 
aries traversed the empire, preaching to the masses, 
and standing much in the same rmation to them 
as did the Stoic ‘private chaplains’ or ‘house 
philosophers ’ to the educated minority. The veiy 
names of the great majority of these peripatetic 
exhorters have been lost-— possibly two score, 
capable of historical proof, have been transmitted 
to us. It is evident, however, that, like votaries 
of similar movements alwiws (cf., e.g., W. Benett, 
Religion and Free Will, Oxford, 1913, p. 204 f.), 
they ran the entire gamut of human nature, from 
authentic culture and sincere devotion to insolent 
sham or arrant rascality. 

2. Teaching. — ^The Cynic disciples of Socrates 
were overshadowed by the original constructive 
philosophy of Plato and Aristoue. Hence their 
pragmatic sterility was at odds with an age 
interested vitally in positive thought. In short, 
the intellectual genius of the time surmounted 
their sectarianism. Similarly, civil autonomy in 
Greece did not pass away till the school had been 
active for two generations, and, even then, fresh 
memories of a glorious past, rooted in pride of 
citizenship, gave the lie to anti-social ira^^ija-la. 
Moreover, the claims of citizenship acquired a new 
lease of life at Rome. So the gospm of revolt, 
unsupported by actual aspiration, faded away. 
Nevertheless, the ideal of the ‘wise man’ — one 
sufficient to himself, and this defensibly — had 
been set forth, and was destined to resurrection in 
due time. Immense social displacements occurred 
during the four centuries between the battle of 
Chceronea and the invasion of Britain by Claudius. 
Nowhere were they more conspicuous than in 
philosophy and civic patriotism. The one had 
sunk to the level of antiquarian exegesis or, worse, 
of profitable trade ; the other had ceased to furnish 
an absorbing career, so that men ctcw importunate 
for a ‘ way of life.’ Thus the ideal of the ‘ wise 
man’ regained vitality, because it rebuked the 
conventional trifling of the schools, and promised 
norms for personal conduct. Philosophically, 
conatus in suo esse perseverandi appearing the sole 
recourse, in magnis voluisse sat est came to be the 
core of teaching. Briefly, philosophy ceased to be 
systematic or scientific, and assumed a purely 
disciplinary aspect. Man must turn to correction 
of the soul, in order that he may secure release 
from the ills of nature and society. Hence a class 
of professional (and therefore narrow) moralists 
appeared, preaching counsel and reproof. They 
descried a divine element in the human spirit, 
whereby the ‘ wise man ’ becomes the ‘ messenger 
of God’ upon earth. As exemplars, they even 
professed to fulfil a mediatorial office. For, the 
conditions of the moral life being entirely internal, 
the end is quite tdtov — to become one’s true self, it 
is necessaiy to discover this self in self. Accord- 
ingly, an incommunicable indifierence to all that 
is distinctively human in common life constitutes 
ethical perfection or, at least, attainment. The 
exercise of reason is futile— -/iicere docetphilosophia 
non dicere. The great wisdom is to develop smf to 
the point where nothing remains to be willed. 
Renunciation afibrds the means. A man must 
therefore examine himself, experience remorse, 
and exhibit penitence, to the end that he may 
achieve the perfect peace of independent isolation. 
As a rule, then, the necessary activities of the 
average citizen must be eschewed, and this is as 
true of national religion and current esteems in 
good conduct as of the most disreputable vices or 
meaningless foibles. 
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The condition of a society where spiritual apathy 
and gross materialism were prevalent gave point 
and power to exaggerated preaching of obvious 
moral truths, with its trick of jjainting two pictures, 
one all black, the other all white, and setting them 
in melodramatic contrast. 

‘ Their criticism of the society to which they belong and of all 
Ite institutions and modes of action and thought, attracts atten* 
tion by the very violence and extravagance of the form in 
which they present it. And the neglect^ truth or half-truth, 
which they thrust into exclusive prominence, graduall 3 ' begins 
by their means to miin a hold of the minds of others, forces 
them to reconsider their cherished prejudices, and so leads to a 
real advance' (E. Caird, The Evolution of Theology in the Greek 
Philosophers, Glasgow, 1901, ii. 66 !.). 

Here the Neo-Cynics were strong, like their pre- 
decessors; they did not spend their ‘genius in 
trying to regenerate a form of social and political 
life which mankind had outgrown’ (ib. p. 68). 
Nevertheless, even at its best, in Epictetus, the 
doctrine corroded all particular ties, and deserved 
to be called a parasite upon the society which it 
repudiated. In fundamental principle it was 
intensely anti-social. Hence what has been said 
of the early Cynics holds of the latest representa- 
tives of the sect : 

•They appealed largely to the poor, and most men were prob- 
ably revolted bj' their roughness and their neglect of the ordi- 
nary decorums and courtesies of life, rather than attracted by 
the nobility and manliness inherent in their teaching ’ (W. W. 
Tam, Antigonos Gonatas, Oxford, 1913, p. 30 ; cf. ch. viii.). 

Finally, it may be said that the alleged influence 
of the Neo-Cynics upon the development of Christ- 
ian doctrine is not proven, although the presence 
of some of the forces destined to produce Christian 
rigorism is apparent enough. 

LiTEiUTnas. — ^The best account of the general situation is 
S. Dill, Roman Society from Nero to Marcus Aurelitts^, 
London, 1905, bk. ill. cb. II. The fullest bibliography is in E. V. 
Arnold, Roman Stoicism, Cambridge, 1911, p. 437 f., and in F. 
Ueberwegand M. Heinze, Grundriss der Gesch. derPhilfO, L, 
Berlin, 19OT, 55 65, 70. See also H. Ritter, The Hist, of Ancient 
Philosophy, Eng. tr., London, 1838-46, iv. 160 f. ; E. Zeller, A 
Bist. of Eclecticism in Greek Philosophy, do. 1883, p. 28)5 f. 
l^Phil. der Griechen, Tubingen, 1844-62, iii. 1); A. Dbring, 
Gesch. der griech. Philosophic, Leipzig, 1903, li. 476 f. ; L. Fried- 
lander, Roman lAfe and, Manners under the Early Empire, 
Eng. tr., London, 1908-13, vol. iil. oh. iii. (,=Darstellungen aus 
der Sittengesch, RomsS I.eipzig, 1910, vol. iii. ch. iii.) ; M. Wundt, 
Gesch. der griech. Ethik, Leipzig, 1911, ii.; C. Martha, Les Jfora- 
listes sous VEmpire remain, Paris, 1864 ; T. Keim, Rom und 
die Christentum, Berlin, 1881 ; H. Schiller, Gesch. der rSm. 
Eaiserzeit, Gotha, 1883, 1. 451 f.; J. R4ville, La Religion d 
Rome sous les Sivires, Paris, 1880 ; G. Boissier, La Religion 
romaine d’ Auguste aux Antonins*, do. 1892, ii. 1-147, 882 f.; 
A. Hamack, Mist, of Dogma, Eng, tr., London, 1894-99, 1. 119 f.; 
F. Gregorovius, The Emperor Hadrian, Eng. tr,, do. 1898, 
p. 287 f. : R. Hirzel, in V. Gardthausen, Augustus und seine 
Zeit, Leipzig, 1904, pt. i. vol. iii. p, 1295 f, ; Ii. Gomperz, Die 
Lebensauffassung der griech. Phtlosophen und das Ideal der 
inneren Freiheit, Jena and Leipzig, 1904, pp. 112 f., 284 ; B. 
W. Henderson, The Life and Prineipate of the Emperor 
Nerdo, I/ondon, 1905, ch. be. ; J. P. Mahaffy, The Silver Age 
of the Greek World, Chicago, 1900; P. Wendland, Die hetten- 
istisch-rom. Kultur in ihren Beziehungen zu Judentum und 
Christentum, Tubingen, 1907 ; T. R. Glover, The Conflict of 
Religions «n the Early Roman Empire^, london, 1909; O. 
Seeck, Gesch. des Unlergangs der anliken IFelf, Berlin, 1909, iii. 
166 f. ; E. Bevam Stoics ana Sceptics, Oxford, 1913, p.61 f.; W. 
Ribbeck, L. A. Seneca, der Fhilosoph, und sein Verhaltniss zu 
Epikur, Plato, und das Christentum, Hanover, 1887 ; S. Rubin, 
Die Ethik Senecas in ihrem Verhaltniss zur dlteren uni 
mittleren Stoa, Munich, 1901 ; A. Bonhoffer, JSWefet und die 
Stoa, Stuttgart, 1890, Die Ethik des Stoikers Epietet, do. 1894, 
Epictet und das Neue Testament, Giessen, 1911 ; J. Bemays, 
Lucian und die Eyniker, Berlin, 1879 ; M. Croiset, Essai sur 
la vie et les oeuvres de Lucien, Paris, 1882, ch. iii. f. ; E. Caspari, 
De Cynicis gui fuerunt estate imperatorum Romanorum, 
Chemnitz, 1890 ; W. D. Sheldon, A Second-Century Satirist, 
Philadelphia, 1001 ; R. Helm, in Neue Jahrb. fdr das klass. 
Altertum, ix. [1902] 188f., 263f., 851 f.; H. W. and F. G. 
Fowler, The Works of Lucian of Samosata, 4 vols., Oxford, 
1905 (text cd. J. Sommerbrodt, 8 vols., Berlin, 1886-99, and N. 
Nil4n, Leipzig, 1906 f.); R. Rcitzenstcln, EeffenirfijcAe IVunder- 
erzShtungen, Leipzig, 1906, p. 671.; J. Lindsay, Studies in 
European Philosophy, Edinburgh, 1909, ch. Iv. ; F. W. Bussell, 
Marcus Aurelius and the Later Stoics, do. 1910 ; G. H. 
Rcndall, The Emperor Julian, London, 1879, pp. 1561., 230 
(good bibliograph}-): G. Boissier, La Fin dupaganisme, Paris, 
1S91, L 101 f., 191 : A. Gardner, Julian, Philosopher and 
Emperor, London, 1895, p. 2S0 f. ; G. Negri, Julian the Apos- 
tate, Eng. tr., do. 1905, 1. 252 f. R. M. WENLEY. ! 


NEO-HEGELIANISM. -Neo-Hegelionism h 

a title which has been given to that curront of 
thought inspired by Hegel and the idealists of 
Germany which began to make itself felt in 
British and American philosophy in the third 
quarter pf the 19th century. 

I. Chief thinkers. — Before attempting to eluci- 
date the sources and general significance of the 
movement, we may refer briefly to some of the 
individual thinkers more immediately connected 
with it. _As regards its origination three names 
have a claim to he regarded as outstanding : James 
Hutchison Stirling (1820-1909); Thomas Hill Green 
(1836-82), Fellow of Balliol College and "VATiyto’s 
Professor of MoralPhilosophy, Oxford ; and Edward 
Caird (1835-1908), Professor of Moral Philosophy 
in the University of Glasgow, and Master of BaUiol 
College, Oxford. Stirling’s work. The Secret of 
Hegel, published in 1865, may be said to have 
revealed for the first time to the Endish public 
the significance and import of Hegers idealistic 
philosophy. Green in 1874 published Introductions 
to Hume’s Treatise of Human Nature, in the course 
of which he subjected the whole English tradition 
in philosophy to criticism ; and he left at his death 
an almost completed work entitled Prolegomena to 
Ethics, in which is contained a groundwork of 
idealistic metaphysics, the positive basis lor his 
earlier criticism. Caird published two successive 
critical studies of Kant in 1878 and 1889, in which 
he derived from Kant’s ' Ideas of Reason ’ the out- 
line of a metaphysic which is essentially Hegelian 
and which furnished a basis for contributions 
to other departments of thought, especially the 
philosophy of religion and the history of Greek 
philosophjy. Other men of importance at the begin- 
ning or tne movement were John Caird (1820-98), 
brother of the above, who belongs to the_ first 
generation of the school and whose Introduction to 
the Philosophy of Religion was published^ in 1880 
and his Fundamental Ideas of Christianity^ post- 
humously in 1899 ; then a little later Kiclinrd 
Lewis Nettleship (1846-92), Tutor of Balliol College, 
Oxford, a pupil of Green, whose small output of pub- 
lished worK bore no relation to the magnitude of his 
influence ; and William Wallace (1844-97), a scholar 
of great attainments and an unusually luminous 
and imaginative philosophical writer, who_ po- 
ceeded Green at Oxford and published expositions 
of Hegel’s thought and translations from his works. 
Among living writers and teachers the number of 
those whose bent of thought follows the tendency 
in greater or less degree is very large. Perhaps 
the most representative of them are F. H. Bradley, 
Bernard Bosanquet, and, in America, W. T. Harrw. 

These are a few of the exponents. But, to bo 
just to tlie compass of tho movement, it is neces- 
sary to remember two further sets of names: on 
the one hand, leaders of thought belonging to the 
period before it took its rise, who played a part 
m the eventual turning of English-speaking pmlo- 
Bophers in the direction of Continental idealism, 
such men, e.g,, as Jowett and Ferrier and William 
Hamilton, Coleridge, Emerson, and Carlyle; on 
the other hand, among contemporary teachers and 
writers, besides the largo number who acknow- 
ledge their affinity with the Neo-Hcgclian ten- 
dency, we must remember the very many more who 
make their departure from the school the bejnn- 
ning of their own teaching, and are so far witlnn 
its sphere of influence that they are under constant 
necessity of criticizing its idea-s. If we take the 
positive and the negative influence of the movement 
together into account, we shall probably find that 
no other way of thinking sends roots so deep or 
extends its ramifications so far in the pliilosophy 
of the English-speaking world at the present 
time. 
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2 . Rise of Neo-Hegelianism. — No mere chronicle 
of adherents with an enumeration of their works ! 
and a statement of their external philosophical 
affinities ever explains a philosophical movement. 
We must see it in its inception. In order to see 
Neo-Hegelianism in its inception we have to con- 
sider (a) the general state of culture in England 
from the beginning of the century till the time 
when it appeared, roughly, during the sixties and 
early seventies, for the movement was the out- 
come of that culture; (6) the Continental develop- 
ment in philosophy, for the movement springing 
from this Engli^ source found stimulus and guid- 
ance in German idealism. It was, in fact, an effort 
of the English philosophical mind to use the results 
of that idealism upon problems which English 
thought, art, and life had created during the first 
decades of the century. 

(a) English culture before its inception . — English 
culture in the time of Green, Caird, Stirling, and 
the others referred to was fitted to lead any re- 
flective mind in the direction which these minds 
took. A little earlier — in the period of the rise 
of our English romantic poetry and of romantic 
literature in Europe generally — a great develop- 
ment had been undergone by English and Conti- 
nental culture alike. We of the present time are 
still too near to that great age to Know all that it 
meant in European life and thought. It was a seed- 
time which must be judged by its harvest, and 
its harvest has probably not yet come. Yet the 
romantic movement as a whole was not without 
certain distinguishable features of great importance 
for the later English culture out of which Neo- 
Hegelianism arose, features which we are indebted 
to one distinguished scholar and student of the 
century — A. C. Bradley — for enabling us, for the 
&8t time, to discern distinctly. 

The first of these is the obvious relation of the 
leading minds of the tim e to orthodoxy. If we take 
the romantic movement as a whole, the Continental 
and the English sides of it together, it is almost a 
commonplace to say that most of its gi-eat repre- 
sentatives were in disagreement with the accepted 
religious ideas of their age. Many of them may 
have tried to soften the opposition. They may 
have held in one way or another that their teach- 
ing and the orthodox believer’s faith were rooted 
in the same facts and sprang ultimately from a 
common conviction. Some of them may even have 
felt sympathy with the details of the concrete 
scheme of the universe which figured before the 
ordinary believer’s imagination. But no amount 
of such sympathy, where it existed, could obliter- 
ate the gulf between the two ; and it is certain 
that in many cases it did not exist. These great 
men are separated by all degrees of alienation 
from the theological ideas aroimd them. They 
stand in no such relation to the religion of their 
time as Dante, e.g., stood to mediteval Christianity 
or Milton to Puritanism. 

The fact is important in connexion with the 
influence of the movement upon educated minds 
during the period when Neo-Hegelianism appeared. 
It means that for them there had ceased to be any 
vital relationship between the bearers of the highest 
contemporary culture and the official religion of the 
time. Not that there was open schism between 
them, BO much as simple indinerence. Individual 
great writers might accept the ordinary religious 
formulre, but the acceptance was extemal._ They 
might even be interested, but their interest in these 
things was not central and convincing. It was not 
supreme. It did not, e.g. , furnish them with a theme 
for a long poem.' There grew up in the cultured 

1 See in this connexion Bradlev’s essay on *The Long Poem 
in the Age o! Wordsworth/ in ms Oxford Ltciuret on Poetry, 
London, 1000. 


mind a vague sense of a hiatus between what 
theology dealt in and what really mattered most to 
man. The fact might not be preached or proclaimed, 
but it was none the less a fact that, once Goethe 
and Shelley and Heine had spoken, orthodoxy 
began to suffer from the irrelevance of its ideas. 

But, if the pioneers of 19th cent, culture were 
not orthodox, the next striking feature of their 
work is that it was not secular. 

•Take a list of nineteenth century creators,’ says Bradley,! 
• and strike out the names of purely scientific men ; which we 
must do, because science, as science, is not concerned with an 
interpretation of the whole. Consider, then, phiiosophy and 
the serious literature and art of the nineteenth century, and 
ask, is it on the whole irreligious or even non-religious? No 
one would answer " Yes.” On the contrarj; it may be asserted 
with truth that no secular products of the higher kind since the 
Renaissance have been so religious as those of the nineteenth 
century. I am not thinking solely of men like Coleridge or 
Tennyson, unorthodox but obviously “Christians” ; nor solely 
of Mendelssohn’s oratorios, or Holman Hunt’s pictures ; but 
equally of writers like Schopenhauer or Shelley, George Eliot 
or Carlyle, or painters like Watts or Millet. By almost all the 
greater men, life is portrayed not only with a seriousness or 
even a passion which reminds us of religion, but in some kind 
of scheme which embraces the whole of things and indicates 
man's place in it. That surely means in some sense religion. 
This can be realised by thinking on the other hand of Shake- 
speare. He had so marvellous a mind that he could give to a 
secular theme the import of a divine tragedy. But compare 
his work with that of the nineteenth century poets and we see 
that the former is secular as the latter is not. He refuses to 
portray his subject in the light of its relation to the whole of 
things ; and so, placed side by side with Milton, he is secular. 
But the tj-pical nineteenth century poet is like neither. He is 
like Shakespeare in taking usually a theme which is not re- 
ligious ; but like Milton inasmuch as his atmosphere vibrates 
with pulsations from worlds beyond the sun.’ 

Now, to see the kind of mental atmosphere in 
which Neo-Hegelianism sprang up, we only need 
to place alongside these two features of the whole 
romantic movement — its doctrinal heterodoxy and 
its religious spirit — a further feature esMciallj 
characteristic of the English part of it. This la 
the lack in the great En^ish ivriters of a theoreti- 
cal grasp of what the poetry and romance and 
even the great moral teaching of their time 
were revealing. Giants in art, and even in art and 
moral criticism, they could exhibit an astonishing 
amount of childishness in intellectual outlook. 
There were some exceptions. Carlyle, e.g., had 
been through the wilderness, and out of his narrow 
Scottish Calvinism had wrought a philosophy 
somewhat commensurate with the universe with 
which he had to deal, before he began to deal with 
it. But, steeped ns he was in Continental studies, 
he is an exception which rather proves the rule. 
How different, e.g., was Buskin. The spectacle of 
Buskin’s going forth with the ardour of a knight- 
errant to re-mould the deepest formative ideas of 
his generation, with no better metaphysical equip- 
ment than thatof a crude evangelical Protestantism, 
strikingly illustrates the gulf that was possible, 
in the mind of a man of genius, between the vision 
of the world actually breaking in upon him and 
his theoretical notions about how the world was 
built. What was true of him was true in other 
walks of English culture, and was felt, if not 
understood, by critics of a slightly later time. 
Matthew Arnold was aware of it. And IJradley, 
corroborating Arnold’s view that the opening of 
the century was intellectually limited altliough 
poetically great, points out the superiority of the 
imaginative and the comparative inferiority of the 
theoretic literature of tlie romantic period. Its 

oetry ranks higher among poetry, he says, than 

oes its history, philosophy, theoloCT’, politics, or 
economics among the work of other epochs in 
the same fields. The theoretical crudities which 
startle us in the prose writing, the letters, and 
the recorded conversation of the poets themselves 
in Wordsworth’s England are probably a further 
evidence of the same thing. 

1 In an nnprinted lecture. 
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•Assuredly,’ saj-s Bradley.l speaking of this prose, ‘we read 
with admiration, and the signs of native genius we meet with 
in abundance— in greater abundance, I think, than in the 
poetry and criticism of Germany, if Goethe is excepted. Bat 
the freedom of spirit, the knowledge, the superiority to preju- 
dice and caprice and fanaticism, the openness to ideas, the 
atmosphere that is all about us when we read Lessing, Goethe, 
Schiller, Heine, we do not find. Can we imagine any one of 
those four either inspired or imprisoned as Shelley was by 
the doctrines of Godwin f Couid any of them have seen in the 
french Revolution no more than Scott appears to have detected ? 
How cramped are the attitudes, sympathetic or antipathetic, of 
nearly all our poets towards the Christian religion 1 Could any- 
thing be more bomt than Coleridge's professed reason for not 
translating Fausts ^ Is it possible that a German poet with 
the genius of Byron or Wordsworth could have inhabited a 
mental world so small and so tainted with vulgarity as is opened 
to us by the brilliant letters of the former, or could have sunk, 
like the latter, to suggesting that the cholera was a divine con- 
demnation of Catholic Emancipation and the Beform Bill ? * 

There may have been reasons for this theoretic 
backwardness in English romantic culture, reasons 
connected with the previous history of English 
philosophy and science. But, however it may be 
accountea for, a certain incapacity for speculation, 
a certain preponderance of the intuitive over the 
theoretical mind, appears to have been thera 

If we hold these results firmly together, we can 
easily conceive the mental atmosphere around any 
English youth of generous character and specula- 
tive mind, at a centre of English culture like 
Oxford, about the beginning of the third quarter 
of the century. The new spirit in literature and 
science had had its full effect upon religious life at 
Oxford by 1850. The University had got beyond 
the long controversy over the teaching of the 
Church in which it had been entangled. The old 
Oriel College school of ‘ Noetics,’ mth its noisy 
heterodoxy, and the * Tractarian ’ reaction against 
it had alike exhausted themselves. The youth of 
the fifties and sixties were left free enough of sec- 
tarian controversy to breathe the ampler air into 
which the culture of the romantic period had really 
brought them. In view of the character of that 
new culture, the indifference to religious formulro 
and yet the deep religious impulse which were all 
through it, it was pot surprising that the need 
should be felt by serious minds for some scheme of 
metaphysical belief which should be at once re- 
ligiously satisfying and scientifically defensible. 
There was as little hope of meeting such a need by 
an appeal to the current pliilosophy of the time as 
by an appeal to the orthodox theology, Hamilton 
and Mill were as un-religious as Newman was 
unscientific. It was whilst in this situation, 
whilst feeling the mystery of the romantic spirit 
on the one side and the incapacity of the English 
philosophical tradition on the other, that some 
young British thinkers stumbled ou the interpreta- 
tion which the romantic spirit had already given 
of itself on the Continent, applied it to their own 
problems, and gave it an English form. This was 
the rise of Neo-Hegelianism. 

(6) The Continental development . — The salient 
matter, then, is the philosophy of the romantic 
movement. What interpretation had it given of 
itself? And with what general modifications did 
its interpretation reappear in the work of these 
English and Scottish thinkers ? 

In the first place, where lay the difficulty which 
made the romantic movement a problem to itself ? 
It lay, more than in anything else, in a feature 
inseparable from its whole course — the tremendous 
invasion of the realm of the sacred by what had 
been called secular things. We have seen how the 
19th cent, poets could elevate secular themes and 
make them pulse with religious significance. This 
meant a serious challenge to a long-established 
dualism, the dualism within which the whole pre- 
ceding age of the so-called ‘ enlightenment ’ had 

1 Oxford Lectures on Poetry, p. 160. 
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lived and moved. It meant, not exactly that 
religious ideas were being questioned— they had 
been sp already — but rather that, damaged by 
scepticism as they were, they were now being 
passed over ; their place was being usurped. That 
part of the mind which had been reserved for current 
religion was being addressed by thoughts from 
elsewhere. The result, with the best minds, was 
a solicitude lest the rising tide of interest in mere 
history, or natural beauty, or secular human affairs 
[ should interfere with the respect due to the very 
highest objects of human aspiration and hope. 
These extraneous things were caught up, it is 
true, by a poetry which could disclose real spiritual 
value in them. But that is not a fact calculated 
to allay such misgivings in any circumstances, 
‘Secular’ things with an unsuspected spiritual 
value in them are all the abler to displace religious 
tradition. But this unexpected spirituality, if it 
intensifies anxiety, also defines the issue. It 
points people beyond the dualism — accustoms them 
to the thought. What if it did not exist ? It forces 
forward the question whether the barrier hero felt 
to be breaking is really a religious necessity. The 
situation is that the secular movement— on the sur- 
face a mere supplanting of religion by temporal 
things and a paganizingof Christianity— appears to 
have definitely come. But the question vmether it 
may not be regarded as exactly the reverse of what 
it seems, whether it may not be a true permeation 
of what was secular by the religious principle, is 
not thereby settled. And this is the question 
which now comes uppermost. Things once frankly 
‘ secular ’ have been discovered to have a profound 
human value. As a result the familiar landmarks 
have become confused. The one sphere appears 
scattered all through the other. The dillicnlty 
is simply to believe that things which have snfli- 
cient value in them are snored for that reason, snd 
to see convincingly what is sacred about them. 

But there was help available in such a difficulty. 
This dualistic partition which broke at the pMli 
of 19th cent, civilization was a thing which philo- 
sophy on the Continent had faced. Speculation 
in Germany at the opening of the century built 
upon the foundations laid by Kant._ Now, the 
dualism upon which Kant bent his critical strength 
was not exactly of this shape, but it was the same m 
principle. Kant was not confronted by the spectacle 
of an art which was religious in its mmost nature 
passing over to the world of experience and finding 
this more important than the religious world it- 
self, He was confronted with a habit of thoughtfor 
which the world of sense-experience was coming to 
be the only one that counted, so far as knowledge 
went. He felt with many minds of the 18tli cent, 
the growing irrelevance of theology and all its lore 
of another world to anything that science and 
observation could tell us about this one. And ne 
succeeded in reducing the issue between the two to 
clear terms, with the result that, if be did not 
leave a solution, lie left the suggestion 
His idealistic successors, advancing upon tncir 
master’s position, seemed to arrive from it a 
exactly the relation between secular and sscrw 
which the romantic spirit had been forcing m 


AVbere could the distinction really 
e difficulty— between that higher world ’'^hicti 
11s forth religious veneration and gives morality 
meaning and, on the other hand, the common 
irld of sense-experience and positive knowlcoge . 
r are they just the same ! The whole ff'^cstion, 
Kant’s mind, has been Prejudiced by an enor 
lich he would uproot The one world is not a 
nple extension of the other. The world m which 
limon is interested is not one about uhich 
,ve special a priori knowledge, and which 
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know to lie simply teyond the confines of this one. 
The higher world, according to Kant, is not an 
object of knowledge at all. It is a world of whose 
reality Ave are convinced by our actually entering 
into it. And Ave enter into it in the act of being 
practical or moral. We do hot prove the reality 
of God, freedom, and immortality by argument. 
Religious conAuctions do not rest oh argument. 
The true proof of them is, rather, that in the 
moment of duty, in the consciousness of something 
absolutely Avorthy which I ought to do and be, I 
enact my freedom, my immortolity, and my place 
in a Kingdom of God. This freedom Avhich the 
moral consciousness confers, science cannot com- 
prehend. But science cannot cavil at it ; because 
it is the utterance of a Avorld about which science, 
confined as it is to the world of experience, can 
neither assert nor deny anything. 

Here we have the possibility of a clue to that 
confusion Avhich was the perplexity of romantic 
culture and even its reproach — that taking of 
mere things of sense and investing them Avith a 
sanctity A^ich' did not seem to belong to them, 
thus leaving nothing holy. Kant’s reading of the 1 
distinction betAveen the secular and the sacred 
world suggests that in the last resort it is one 
between knowledge and practice. And, if it is so, 
then these tAVO, it would seem, are sufficiently 
capable of being intermixed Avithout ceasing to be 
different. KnoAving and domg are functions never 
far from each other — combined, indeed, in all in- 
telligent practice and in all courageous theory. Yet 
knoAving Avhat the Avorld is remains a different 
thing from changing it into something else. 

Personally, Kant Avould have repudiated the idea 
of taking anything out of his theory to justify a 
vieAv so directly opposed to all his OAvn sympathies 
as the vieAv that the higher Avorld permeated all 
the ordinary Avorld of nature and experience. But 
he held that the moral imperative carried the 
higher Avorld Avith it. And his great folloAver 
Fichte simply asks where, in all the Avide range of 
human function, this moral imperative is not op- 
erative. In effect he. anSAvers, ‘ NoAvhere.’ Kant 
himself, he held, had taught him this. It had 
been the core of Kant’s argument against Hume 
that no part of the Avorld of nature and experience 
was merely passively received ; all Avas actively 
constructed. Had the knoAvledge process been a 
mere matter of an external nature imprinting 
itself on a non-resisting mind, leaving the mind to 
read off the impression, it simply could not have 
existed. There would then have been no Avorld to 
know, or only a Avorld bereft of all form or order, 
a Avorld in Avhich there Avas neither space, time, 
unity, substance, nor causal connexion. All these 
constitutive features of the Avorld had been shoAvn 
by Kant to be the active syntheses of the knoAving 
mind, Avhereby it Avorks up tlie given sense-data 
into that objectivity AvitiiAvliich man’s senses deal. 
But this synthesis to Fichte is a deed of the spirit, 
entirely parallel to a moral deed. In fact, it is a 
moral deed. It is an expression of the free self- 
assertion of the rational mind. It is a further 
carrying out of that essentially moral activity 
which receives its first and most _ concentrated 
expression Avhen a man is able intelligently to say 
‘ I.^ The synthesizing function Avhereby manAAins 
his Avorld is nothing else than a particular form of 
his consciousness of the moral imperative and of 
his springing up in obedience thereto. Noaa', since 
every part of the Avorld of man’s experience is a 
field for this spiritual construction, since it only 
arises, in the last resort, as such construction pro- 
ceeds, every region of the Avorld provides an oppor- 
tunity for man to enter that higher realm of Avhich 
religion speaks. To him Avho has eyes to see, the 
sacred is everywhere. 


This reading of the situation is just Avhat the 
romantic spirit had been waiting to hear. It had 
been deeply conscious of it. Engaged upon secu- 
lar themes, it had yet felt itself constantly beating 
against ultimate things. Abandoning itself to the 
natural Avorld, throwing its soul open to all that 
had been neglected in it, to ‘the great, the ob- 
vious, the habitual, the common earth, the uni- 
versal sky, the waters rolling evermore,’ ^ it found 
such natural facts laden everywhere Avith spiritual 
treasure. And in neglected regions of secular 
human life, amid the drab and the dull, the sin 
and the wrong of the world, it found the same 
spirituality. This new art felt that, Avhether 
‘secular’ or not, it was engaged on another 
mission than providing cultivated idleness with 
amusement. It Avns revealing the ultimate and 
the divine. But, if Fichte’s theory is true, the 
ultimate is everywhere. Wherever a man opens 
his eyes upon the world, he interprets what is 
before him, he actively construes it into Avhat 
shape it has. That, to Fichte, is a doing of his 
duty ; and it carries with it all that Kant thought 
duty implied. It is therefore but a matter of a 
man’s realizing what he is doing and doing it fuUy ; 
and the dmne is there — nigh him, in his month 
and in his heart. This mere having of a world 
before our intelligent eyes is to Fichte the very 
process of believing in God. 

•You do not believe in God because you believe In the world; 
rather you see a world at all, solely on this account, that you 
tare to believe in God-’S 

3. General significance of the English move- 
ment. — The philosophy of Fichte contained the 
suggestion in the light of which both his own im- 
mediate successors and some English thinkers of a 
later date essayed a systematic interpretation of 
life. Its central doctrine is that of a free, creative, 
^nthetic activity on the part of the soul of man, 
Avhereby to a limited degree he participates in or 
re-enacts that ultimate creative synthesis through 
which the universe as a whole is sustained. Fichte 
himself had expanded this view into what he 
thought a complete and satisfactory philosophy, 
embracing the entire round of man’s experiences, 
sensuous, intellectual, moral, religious, aesthetic, 
political, etc. But tAvo successors, Schelling and 
Hegel, sought in turn to expand it further, and 
render it more systematic and complete. And 
the Neo-Hegelian thinkers, seeing in the whole 
development Avhat appeared to be a Avay of meeting 
the difficulties of English culture, also Avorked it 
OA'er again in a manner which was perhaps all the 
more English for their having the example of 
Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel before them. 

We cannot attempt in this article to treat all 
these thinkers individually and shoAV hoAv each 
modified the system Avhicn he found. But it is 
possible to characterize the group Avithout damag- 
ing the individuality of its members by our generm- 
ization. We can say that to all of them idealism 
meant at least Avhat Ave have just taken to be the 
essence of its original meaning, viz. the discovery 
of a principle of distinction betAveen natural and 
spiritual Avhich could fill the place of the arbitrary 
traditional distinction, which the experience of 
romanticism had broken doAvn. Moreover, to the 
English thinkers as to their forerunners the 
spirituality Avas such that the Avhole universe 
could be spiritually discerned. And Ave can al- 
most characterize the Avhole English Avay of work- 
ing out a spiritual AueAvof the unii’erse by referring 
to the traditional empiricism of the English 
mind. 

A certain esoteric character is inseparable from 
idealism in Germany. By the time it had received 

A T. H. Green, • Popular Philosophy In its Relation to LUe,’ 
Foris, 111. ISO. 

s 3. G. Fichte, Sammtl. Werif, Berlin, 1815-4B, v. 212. 
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Hegel’s treatment, the idealistic position had ac- 
quired, not by accident or design, but simply by the 
nature of the case, a certain impenetrability. In 
principle Fichte ha^ got the romantic spirit out of 
its characteristic perplexity. He found the whole 
world of experience potentially the conscious product 
of free spiritual activity, and so potentially sacred. 
Such a discovery changes the character of the philo- 
sopher’s task inherently. H knowledge is thus a 
deed, and not a mere static object of farther know- 
ledge, then to do this deed is the ultimate task 
of philosophy, all mere theorizing about how it is 
done being external and beside the point. It was 
but in the nature of the case, then, that Hegel, 
instead of telling us how he is going to explain the 
world, should proceed to ex^ain it ; instead of 
speaking about the point of view which he is going 
to adopt, should proceed to take it up, assuming 
that that is the only definition possible of an ulti- 
mate point of view. But it was inevitable that 
such literal idealism, such endeavour to enact 
before us, and along with us, the veiy synthesis 
which the world of Knowledge is, should make his 
theory in a sense impenetrable, a thing not spoken 
about but simply begun, a system without ap- 
proaches, a sort of enchanted ground into which 
the reader must simply insert himself and in 
which it may be long enough before he find his 
bearings. 

The English thinkers have endeavoured to avoid 
all such suggestion of the esoteric os is contained 
in the classical form of the idealistic system. 
They have had to force their way into this system, 
by direct attack or through Kant. But none of 
them has been content simply to be in it, or simply 
to ‘ initiate ’ others. They may not all have been 
equally successfully exoteric. And in some of those 
who stood nearest to Hegel there is even a trace of 
complacency with this state of afiairs. Harris has 
still an ‘ atmosphere ’ Avhich the reader has some- 
how to learn to breathe. Stirling has a ‘secret’ 
whereby he 'will initiate us into all the hidden 
chambers of Hegel’s thought. But of none of the 
English idealists can it be said that he valued the 
Hegelian system solely as a system. Its results 
must be translated into terms of concrete human 
values. Sometimes one set of values is dominant, 
sometimes another. The pioneers, e.g., are dis- 
tinctly religious. Green centres his theory in an 
‘eternal consciousness.’ Caird speaks constantly 1 
of a unity beyond all differences, to which the 
thinking consideration of the world always leads 
us back ; and he names it God. Stirling’s writing 
almost riots in the very picture-language of the 
ordinary religious consciousness, proclaiming the 
content of that consciousness as the very truth which 
Hegel came to teach. In the thinkers a very little 
later in date there is an appreciable change of em- 
phasis. A sense of the importance of the ultimate or 
religious outcome of the system of course remains. 
But in many of them — in Nettleship, particularly, 
but also in Wallace, Bosanquet, and Bradley — 
there is a perceptible easing off from the religious 
note. Nettleship appears to have left Green to 
deal with the religious implications of philosophy, 
while he used it for its educational value, AJl 
that is recorded of him by contemporaries and 
by his biographer indicate a man whose way 
of studying the idealistic point of ■view was to 
throw its light on other things, and study them. 
And his mantle has descended on others. Bosan- 
quet’s History of jEsthctie and those literary 
studies of A. C. Bradley from wliich we have 
already quoted are conspicuous examples of the 
effort to study things other than idealistic philo- 
sophy without leaving out of account what ideal- 
ism has suggested to be the ultimate nature of the 
universe. The work of William Wallace is practi- 


cally all of this character. His writings are tnemot- 
able for the brilliant sidelights thrown on questions 
of ethnology, philosophy, history, and all manner 
of current controversial topics. His systematic 
idealism is buried in the mass of this concrete 
reference. To all these idealists idealism means, 
in the first place, power in definite fields of con- 
crete human interest. It is not to them primarily 
what it primarily was to their forerunners— a 
technically perfect metaphysical system. 

Behind all their interest in the concrete there 
lay, of course, for the English thinkers, the point 
of view from which they regarded it, and the con- 
siderations which seemed to them to make their 
general point of view a metaphysical necessity. 
And they have done their part in giving these con- 
siderations point. They have contributed to the 
science of metaphysics. But the same concrete 
interest which makes them sometimes prefer being 
metaphysical students of other things to being 
metaphysicians operates in their metaphysical work 
itself and makes it distinct from the gi'eat system- 
building of the past. They are not in search of 
system so much as the possibility of it. The classical 
idealism enveloped the universe in its system. In an 
age of spiritual world-conquest it had been its pride 
to be able to discern progressive manifestationsof its 
principle in the great epochs of history, in the suc- 
cessive systems of philosophy, in the development 
of political institutions, in the periods of art, in the 
system of the natural sciences. To give to eve^ 
matter of fundamental human interest its place in 
the evolution of one ultimate, dialectically moving 
principle had been the obiect, e.g., of Hegel’sPAen- 
omenology. As comparea with this the laterideal- 
ists are not greatly impatient to see the ultimate, 
divine order of the world. They are content to 
know that some such order exists and is the ulti- 
mate truth of things, so that there is substantia- 
tion for the ultimate hypothesis of religjon. For 
the rest, they are interested in the particular de- 
partments of human experience asobjects of a study 
which treats them for their oivn sakea althongh 
without forgetting that there is an ultimate prin- 
ciple in the nature of things and that they are 
connected with it. The NeorHegelian •writers, one 
might say, are interested in the incidents of the 
dialectical process and they are interested in its 
nltimate outcome, but they are not specially 
interested in its cohesion. That this process invades 
their metaphysic is clear from the most notable 
metaphysical production of the school, Bradleys 
Appearance and Reality. There is sometliing in 
the procession of the topics in that work^ which 
reminds us of the procession of ‘ categories ’ in the 
Phenomenology. But the difierence is shown by the 
absence of the attempt in the English work to give 
each ‘category’ its place in an articulated system. 
The thought treats them seriatim. It does not 
make a feature of their ascending order. It is con- 
fined to showing about them all equally that they 
are not adequate to the spiritual whole wliich id^i- 
ism takes the universe to be, but that, on the other 
band, none of them can endanger tjic spiritual 
whole, while it is shown that, for indisputable 
reasons, the spiritual whole must be. This taking 
of what were but the incidents of the dialectical 
process for the classical idealists to be each a fielu 
for independent study and criticism, together witn 
the interest taken in discussing what ‘must be 
the ontcome of the whole process, is characteristic 
of the school. Despite the great advance towarus 
a more positive presentation of the same roam con- 
siderations in the latest great product of ^eo- 
Hegelianism, Bosanqnet’s Gifibrd Lectures, t 
lightness of its touch on the qnestion of the in- 
ternal arrangement of the categories is entirely 
in the manner of the school, and elTcctnally ois- 
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tinguishes even this, perhaps the most comprehen- 
sive and systematic Neo-Hegeiian work, from any 
work of the classical German period. 

Literatcrk. — I t has been impossible to deal with the move- 
ment in its entirety. Wo have not named all or even the 
central writers. And, until some adequate history of the 
movement appears, the only way to get a grasp of what it had to 
teach is to read a few works of typical representatives of it. The 
following list taken in the order given will, it is believed, form 
an effective introduction to the standpoint : John Caird, Intro- 
duction to the Philosophy of Religion, Glasgow, 1880 ; Henry 
Jones, Idealism os a practical Creed, do. 1909; T. H. Green, 
• Popular Philosophy in its Kelation to Life,' in ll’orts, ed. 
Nettleship, London, 1885-SS, iii.. Prolegomena to Ethics, 
Oxford,lfe3 ; R. L. Nettleship, J’AtfospphtcafXrecfurss and Re- 
mains, London, 1897 ; F. H. Bradley, Appearance and Reality-, 
do. 1902 ; B. Bosanquet, Principle of Individuality and Value, 
do. 1912, and Fnfiic and Destiny of the Individual, do. 1913. 

J. W. Scott. 

NEO-KANTISM. — i. Meaning and explica- 
tion of the term. — Neo-Kantism is the philosophic 
endeavour to expound and justify Kants theory of 
the world, so that it shall satisfy the demands, 
and solve the problems, of modern culture. It 
embraces also the thought performances of those 
thinkers who, deviating from Kant’s methods and 
principles, find it first of all necessary to defend 
and justify any such deviation from him. Hence 
the term ' Neo-Kantists,’ or 'Neo-Kantians,’ is 
applicable in a collective sense to investigators like 
H. Vaihinger, A. Riehl, J. Volkelt, F. Paulsen, 
H. Cohen, P. Natorp, and many others of varying 
shades of opinion. Cohen, Natorp, W. Kinkel, 
and E. Cassirer are the chief representatives of the 
Marburg school, ivhose methods are idealistic. 
Very diverse points of departure mark this revival 
of Kantism. At one extreme we have the positive 
or immanent unconscious school of W. Schuppe, 
J. Behmke, R. von Schubert-Soldei-n, and A. von 
Leclair. These noetical thinkers reject all extra- 
mental elements, and treat all being as onlj’’ con- 
scious content. Hence their advocacy of the 
monism of consciousness. Schuppe is a more 
significant thinker in this connexion than is often 
supposed, but his views cannot be expounded here. 
At the other extreme stands the metaphysical 
school of W. Wundt, E. von Hartmann, and 
Volkelt, of whom the last-named has_ actually 
tracked the inconsistencies and contradictions of 
Kant to their ultimate hiding-places in Kant’s in- 
harmonious thinking. 

In its inception, as seen in F. A. Lange, it was 
really a bifurcated movement. Founding on 
Kant’s limitation of knowledge to the objects of 
experience, Lange would have philosophy, as 
science, confined to the task of yielding a more 
securely grounded and limited tlieoiy of knowledge. 
Again, availing himself of Kant’s critical idealism, 
he would resolve the whole corporeal world into 
mere appearance for the apprehending conscious- 
ness, conditioned and fixed by a priori forms of 
knowledge. The antipathy to speculative philo- 
sophy in these positions is very marked, and 
Lange’s theoretic materialism simply presented a 
regulative principle for scientific investigation. It 
is easy to see in Neo-Kantism the natural rebound 
from extreme idealism, in the lengths to which 
the Neo-Kantian doctrine of object-subject has 
been carried. But it is obviously unsatisfactory 
that Neo-Kantism should have attached itself to 
the empirical and sceptical sides of Kant’s philo- 
sophy, leaving in abeyance the rationalistic element 
so characteristic of Kant as we find him in the 
whole presented to us by history. The modifica- 
tions in the positions of Cohen, E. Laas, Paulsen, 
and Natorp are, in this connexion, interesting and 
suggestive. But Lange was the real head of the 
movement, in which, allied to the limitation of 
knowledge, experimentally, to the world of sense, 
was an aversion to inquines of a metaphysical or 
transcendental character. Everything bore the 
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stamp of relativity, and absolute truth was de- 
spaired of. Cohen’s criticisms had a modifying 
effect, in certain well-defined respects, upon Lange’s 
position, but what concerns us here is that he 
simply took his stand on knowledge as we find it 
in the natural sciences, whose methods he would 
apply to psychology. His is critical materialism, 
aware, as the older materialism was not, of the 
purely phenomenal character of matter. This, 
then, carries him back upon idealism, and between 
these tw’o Lange’s thought, which is a kind of 
idealistic naturalism, oscillates in no very satis- 
factory manner. In its later developments Neo- 
Kantism has really become a philosophy of culture. 
Its logic is a logic of development, whose aim is to 
get at the foundation of the culture-consciousness 
of humanity, as expressed in science, art, and 
morality. It is psychology — the critico-idealistic 
psychology of Cohen — that, according to Kinkel, 
makes possible the unity of these three directions 
in the consciousness of humanity. But it must be 
said that, though a philosophy of development, 
Neo-Kantism, like that of Cohen, is yet not a 
philosoyihy of history. 

2 . Historic development of Neo-Kantism. — 
Although Neo-Kantism may be taken as having its 
rise about the year 1865, yet the cry for a return 
to the epoch-making Kant had been raised long 
before. In that year the feeling of the time found 
strong expression in Otto Liebmann’s Kant und die 
Epigonen. Weisse had, two decades earlier, declared 
that return should be made to Kant’s point of view, 
and Liebmann, going much further, affirmed the 
idealistic tendencies of Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel, 
the realistic positions of Herbert, the empirical 
viewpoint of Fries, and the transcendental trends 
in Scliopenhauer to be one and all rooted in the 
teaching of Kant, to whom, he insists, return must 
be made. He holds, however, Kant’s ‘ thing-in- 
itself ’ to be an absurdity, responsible for the four 
erroneous tendencies just pointed out. In his next 
book. On the Individual Proof for the Freedom, of 
the Will (1866), Liebmann demurs to Kant’s way 
of reconciling freedom and necessity. In two later 
works (Objective Vision, 1869, and The Analysis of 
Reality, 1876) he adopts the standpoint of the criti- 
cism founded by Kant— the Newton of speculation 
— who discovered the laws of intellect. Lange’s 
great work on the History of Materialism first ap- 
peared in 1866. He holds, in the main, with Kant, 
and regards the essential reality of things as un- 
knowable by us, since our every act of knowledge 
is a result of what is outside us and of what is 
within us. He views with disfavour Kant’s wish 
to find out a priori what exists a priori within us. 
He holds that other things besides space, time, etc. , 
exist a priori within us, as development advances. 
With Lange, after Kant, knowledge is restricted to 
the sphere of sense, and truth is known only in the 
realm of experience. The cry for return to Kant 
had been made as early as 1832 by K. Fortlage, 
and later by E. Zeller and Kuno Eischer — to say 
nothing of E. Reinhold and others. Indeed, the 
real beginnings of the return to Kant lay with the 
appearance of Kuno Fischer’s great exposition of 
Kant’s philosophy, with its fine exhibition of the 
development in Kant’s thought (1860). Co-operant 
with such influence was the treatment by H. von 
Helmholtz of physiological optics and acoustics 
as accordant in result with the critical philosophy 
of Kant — a line of inquiry then significantty new. 

In the transcendental group high places are 
occupied by H. Cohen and P. Natorp. Cohen’s 
logic of pure knowledge is neither a pure theory of 
knowledge nor a psychological logic, but a sj'stem 
of building up a thought-world, in pursuance of 
Neo-Kantian desire to be rid of anti-metaphysical 
psychologism. His abjuration of psychologism 
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rnns through his whole logic. But, without enter- 
ing on the discussion of the whole matter, it must 
be said that psychologic reflexion asserts itself for 
Cohen, in the concept-producing activity of thought, 
in spite of himself. His positions are at times 
paradoxical, as the result of his unreasonable atti- 
tude towards the ‘ given.’ For him the weakness 
of Kant lies in his Arm prejudice for the ‘ given ’ — 
the error that man need, or can, give anything to 
thought. Cohen’s new treatment of psychology 
would reconstruct the mental out of its own factual 
productions. Natorp may be classed with Cohen, 
inasmuch as they both stand — though not without 
differences — for the Marburg principle that, instead 
of the dogmatic view of subject and olijeet as 
ultimately given, subject and object are to be held 
as constituted only by fiats of thought itself. In 
these thinkers we see Neo-Kantism trying to pass 
from the objective to the functional, and from 
rigid substance, as it appears to abstract thought, 
to the vital activity of concrete mind itself. Thus 
Natorp erects his system of fundamental logical 
functions, not as existing, but as deduced from the 
fundamental act of knowledge. His work is subtle, 
and marked by lopcal precision, but he tends to 
depart from his own strictly logical positions, and 
to break through into the psychological sphere. 
His idealistic contention that thought first gener- 
ates the object stands in obvious need of modifying 
sense, if we are to be saved from scepticism. Be- 
sides Cohen and Natorp, the transcendental group 
includes E. Konig, A. Stadler, K. Lasswitz, W. 
Ko]ipelmann, and F. Staudinger. KSnig’a vdew is 
a really phenomenist one, and, from attachment to 
the experiential side of Kant, he made studies of the 
causal problems of an extremely valuable character. 
Koppefmann treats, with clearness and power, of 
Kant’s relations to ethics and to Christianity. 

Paulsen proved a powerful exponent or Neo- 
Kantism, setting forth historically the develop- 
ment of Kant’s theory of knowledge. Later, he 
blamed speculative iaealism for thinking that it 
could evolve a sj’stem of absolute knowledge of 
reality by rational thought, in independence of 
expenence. He held that thought without experi- 
ence leads to the knowledge of reality just as little 
as experience without thought. The efforts of 
B. Erdmann and H. Vaihinger at Kantian inter- 
retation must be here noted, that of J. Volkelt 
aving been already mentioned. It should be ob- 
served, farther, that it was in critical connexion 
with Kant that such German positivists as E. Laas 
and A. Riehl developed their theory of knowledge. 
The work of both of these thinkers is acute and 
interesting, and the same may be said of that of 
R. Avenarius, who may be classed with them. 
Laas occupies a position approximating that of 
Mill. His positivism is one wliich founds alone on 
positive facts, that is to say, perceptions, and 
which demands that all judgments shall show the 
experiential bases on which they rest. Laas is 
viewed by Riehl as holding in effect the position of 
universal idealism or universal relativism — an un- 
stable position. Riehl himself has aflinities with 
the Intel lectualistic basis of the Kantian theory of 
knowledge, but is in many respects nearer of kin 
to Spencer. A critical realist, ne holds to a tran- 
scendent ground of appearancas, but, with Kant, 
grounds ohjectivity in the sjTithetio unit}' of ap- 
perception. Riehl is an incisive critic of idealism, 
and holds it no prejudice of Kant, but only of his 
expositors, that the critical philosophy is grounded i 
in psychology. On this it may be remarked that i 
the question how representations arise is quite 
different from the other inquiry wliether these 
representations contain objective knowledge, or 
agree with the obiect, and that the latter question 
is not one to be decided by a psychology. Aven- 


arins termed his system ‘ empirio-criticism,’ and 
dealt with the theory of expenence in such a way 
as to give us at the same time a theory of know- 
ledge. He claims that his ' empirio-criticism ’ com- 
bines and transcends Hume and Kant. I’rofessing 
an absolute realism, he lands himself in subjective 
idealism, even while appearing as its critic. 

G. Thiele, in his important work on the philo- 
sophy of self-consciousness, held that to be true 
which corresponds with reality, and laid the usual 
Neo-Kantiau stress on fact and experience. Quito 
I recently W. Kinkel has shown aflinities with the 
' Marburg school, especially with Cohen. In this 
connexion it may be remarked that the movement 
hack to Kant has meant a limitation of the field of 
psychology, at the hands of polemical logical ideal- 
ism. The works of B. Bauch and E. Cassirer, 
within very recent years, are not without thouglit- 
relntions to Neo-Kantism. 

Neo-Kantism has proved a powerful impulse in 
the sphere of 'relijnon, as witness A. Kitschl. 
W. Herrmann, and J. Kaftan. It holds the relim- 
ons instincts to he not less authoritative than the 
other instincts ; it lays stress upon ethics ; it em- 
phasizes history ; it puts in the foreground of its 
thought the idea of the Kingdom of God, ns a 
sphere of right living. Among more recent develop- 
ments we can merely note that of Neo-Kantist 
thought in socialism, as by K. Vorlitnder and 
others, who treat socialism in this connexion after 
a Kantian moral theory of the world. 

In France neo-criticism, with C. Kenouvier as 
leader, was essentially Neo-Kantist in character. 
Renouvier was almost more Kantian than Kpt 
himself. He modified and supplemented Kantian 
criticism by subsuming all the categories under 
the principle of the relativity of knowledge, and 
by making them all modes of the category^ of 
relation. Though Renouvier thought the Knntian 
philosophy ‘practically bent upon the ruin of the 
person,’ yet, for him, ‘no objective representation 
could be ‘more than subjcctlvdi; objective'; and 
we have merely ideas aroused in us by the presence 
of objects or bodies, but no real perception of bodies 
in themselves. Renouvier allowed nis system to 
become rather fanciful and composite, and some- 
what heterogeneous in its answers. Critical and 
suggestive though his theory was in _ jiarts, its 
mixed character Keeps it from being_satisfacton’._ 

3. Further criticism of Neo-Kantism, — In addi- 
tion to the critical references in the course of this 
article, some further explicit criticism of Neo- 
Kantism may now be mane. One thing that must 
be put to its credit is that, in severe comparisons 
with extreme idealistic systems, it has wonderfully 
maintained its inner force and its exteimal ellicacy. 
It is the abiding merit of Neo-Kantism to have 
re-discovered, amid the growing heaps of systcni, 
the most valuable ideas of the critical pliilosoph}, 
and to have elaborated them in new and fruitful 
ways. But it was obviously wrong in tliinking to 
derive all from Kant, and to ignore influences that 
came from Lessing, Herder, Goethe, Schiller, ana 
others. As wehai’eseen, oneresnlt, in Germany, oi 
the Neo-Kantist movement has heen_ a plethora 01 
epistemological theories of the most divergent char- 
acter, as exemplified in Cohen’s criticism of know- 
ledge, the philosophic criticism of Riehl, the im- 
manent philosophy of Schnppe, and so forth. 
Naturally, the right of epistemological theorj to 
build up a system of knowledge in its oivn scrongtn, 
and without metaphysical presuppositions, has been 
keenly disputed. The hankrnptcj- of epistemologi- 
cal theorj- has at times been proclaimed by those 
who have fallen back upon metaphysics. As migh 
be expected, the results are as diverse <t-s tM 
methods, and range from extreme pbenoinenaiisro 
to extreme realism. It cannot be -“am 
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attempts at hamonization have proved more than 
vain. The root-trouble of Neo-Kantism lies in its 
point of departure. That consists of an unhiatori- 
o_al mode of thinking, which, rejoicing in its isola- 
tion and its alleged freedom from dogmatic depen- 
dence, corrects Kant, in spite of itself, in all the 
diversified forms of Neo-Kantist thinking. It is 
thus manifest that its isolated critical mode does 
not come near objective and universal validity. 
Neo-Kantism has been styled ‘Half-Kantism,’ on 
the ground that Lange rejected the whole practical 
philosophy of liant, while Paulsen held to the very 
half which Lange spurned. Certainly the Neo- 
Kantists have shown a somewhat irrational leaning 
to the negative aide of Kant, with the unspirituiu 
and mechanical world-vieiv attaching thereto. 
Wundt has opposed Neo-Kantist separation of 
science and metaphysics. Cohen and some others 
do not seem sufficiently to realize that Kant, in his 
Critique of Pure Beason, sought for experience a 
basis that should include physics and psychology. 
It seems clear that, in Neo-Kantism, the meaning of 
inner experience has not been at all sufficiently 
determined. Not less certain does it appear that 
the critical materialism, or idealistic naturalism, 
of much Neo-Kantism is too uncritical of the mind’s 
part in relation to the knowledge given in science. 
If philosophy is to be critical, it must recognize the 
reality of matter to lie, for us, not apart from 
consciousness — this, without impairing the epis- 
temological fact that the object, when given, wakes 
a conviction of extra-mental reality. Our know- 
ledge implicates existence or reality beyond know- 
ledge. The cognitive subject cannot fail to recog- 
nize that that of which he has knowledge exists 
without him, and cannot possibly be one with his 
own mental state. But, although the object is so 
important to many characteristic Neo-Kan tists, it 
seems that, when subject and object come together, 
the Neo-Kantists fail to do justice to the part 
played in knowledge by the combining self- 
active subject. For the object exists but for this 
conscious subject— its necessary correlate, so far as 
knowledge is concerned. It must be said that the 
facts of the relation subsisting between psychology 
and transcendentalism have still been too little 
expiscated by Neo-Kantism. The transcendental 
categories, it should be observed, are not deduced 
from psychological concepts. Rather is it the case 
that psychological ideas are here viewed from a 
transcendental standpoint. When Neo-Kantists 
have turned from the empirical to the rational — 
Cohen and Volkelt are examples — the influence of 
Hegel, rather than of Kant, has been apparent, in 
^ite of Cohen’s express repudiation of Hegel. 
Both Hegel and Cohen build up all - spanning 
thought- worlds, and they can be compared through 
the range of categories employed hy them. In 
keeping with this, Kinkel insists that thought must 
have no source or origin outside itself, and Natorp 
proclaims facts to be not given, or attainable, by 
empiric knowledge in any absolute sense j so that 
we are brought at length to a doctrine of absolute 
relativity. In fine, Neo-Kantism lands itself in an | 
unfortunate dilemma. For it says, practically, 
that we know that there is infinite knowledge, and j 
that there are ideas, but that we, with our finite, I 
discursive thought, can never reach them — the 
serious practical result of which would seem to be 
that object and knowledge, form and content, 
being-in-itself and culture-consciousness, never do, i 
in Neo-Kantism, come together in their proper 
mode or relation of hanging all together, at least I 
never in such a way as to meet the demands of | 
philosophical requirement. What Neo-Kantism | 
has increasingly evidenced itself, as a system, to 
be is a Kulturphiloso'^ie, having its acme in the 
idea of humanity. 
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NEO-PLATONISM. — i. Precursors of Neo- 
Platonism. — The philosophy of Plato, and even 
that of his independent disciple Aristotle, was a 
kind of splendid digression from the main current 
of Greek peculation. Plato's was a many-sided 
nature. He is by turns sceptical and mystical, 
constructive and analytical, a socialist and’ a con- 
servative. But at bottom he is a pessimistic aristo- 
crat, who can find little to admire or hope for in 
the spirit of his age. Many of his ideas could be 
realized only under a theocracy such as the Roman 
Catholic Church attempted to establish in the 
Middle Ages, so that Nietzsche was not wholly 
wrong in calling him a Christian before Christ. 
The evolution of thought in his own mind was a 
curious foreshadowing of what happened at last 
to his school. His growing sympathy with Orphic 
and Pythagorean teachings, the devoutness and 
solemnity of his later attitude towards religion, the 
ethical rigorism of his old age, with its strongly 
marked ascetic tendencj', his interest in oracles 
and demons, and the momentary appearance of an 
‘ evil soul ’ in the Timmus, all pointed the way 
which Platonism was much later to follow. Loyalty 
to their master was always a tradition of the 
Platonic school ; but his disciples were not content 
with mere commentatorship, like many of the 
Peripatetics, and they often diverged from their 
founder more widely than they knew. The mem- 
bers of the older Academy Pythagoreanized still 
further than Plato had done, laying stress on the 
lore of numbers, and dropping the ‘doctrine of 
ideas,’ which they could not understand. After a 
time they grew tired of number-mysticism, and 
concentrated their attention upon religion and 
ethics. Plato’s idealism now fell into the back- 
ground, and a speculation, at once arid and timor- 
ous, on epistemology led the school, under Arcesi- 
laus and Cameades, to deny the possibility of 
knowledge, assertin" that probability is enough for 
practical purposes. The ‘ N ew Academy ’ followed, 
given up to quibbling disputations ahoutthe grounds 
of probable belief. A period of frank eclecticism 
ensued. Greek thought was now entering upon a 
long period of comparative barrenness, whicli lasted 
from the early part of the 3rd cent. B.c. to the rise 
of Neo-Platonism. Such movement as there was 
in the Platonic school was away from scepticism 
and towards mysticism. The New Academy, in 
despair of metaphysics, had referred men to practical 
utility as a test of truth ; and it became again 
necessary to ask what is tlie end to which action 
should be directed in order to be useful. Since dia- 
lectic was discredited, the only source of illumina- 
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tion could be the inner light. The school now school or sect languished, at least in Eomo, where 
taught that truth is gi\'en intuitively to the mind. Seneca says, they could not find a professor to teach 
Thus Platonism tended to become a philosophy of them (Nai. Qticcst. vn. xxxii. 2). But at Ale.t- 
revelation, and scepticism (in spite of an attempt andria there was a strong revival. Neo-Pytha- 
to re\dve it by .dinesidemus)_ passed out of the goreanism was consciously eclectic ; it tried to fuse 
Platonic tradition. By teaching that the super- together the systems of Plato, Aristotle, and the 
sensual alone is real, and divine illumination alone Stoa, consecrating the whole under the name of 
blessed, the school returned, though with a differ- Pythagoras, whose doctrines, they maintained, had 
ence, to the position of Plato himself. The whole come down to them by oral tradition. They did 
influence of the school was now on the side of not discard the number-mysticism of- the older 
belief and piety. school, but gave it a deeper metaphysical meaning. 

But the cradle of Neo-Platonism was not the The Monad became the ultimate ground of all good 
quiet university town of Athens, but the great and of all the order of the universe. The Dyad, 
manufacturing city of Alexandria. From the time on the contrary, was the ground of all imperfection 
when the Alexandrian school rose into prominence, and disorder. The Monad was the sign of the 
the official Academy, with its professor — the Godhead, of spirit and form ; the Dyad of ‘matter.’ 
Diadochus, as he was called — at Athens, fell into They acknowledged a plurality of subordinate gods, 
insignificance, rmtil, near the bemnning of the 5th and deified the heavenly bodies. They taught that 
cent., the Academy was captured by the school of God is both immanent and transcendent, thus 
Plotinus, or rather of lamblichus, and remained attempting to reconcile Stoicism with Platonism. 
Neo-Platonic till the edict of Justinian in 529 The rift betw’een God and the world was partly 
closed the series of Platonic professors who had closed by the idea of a World-Soul, which vaguely 
taught at Athens for 800 years. It is to be noted embraced Stoic, Aristotelian, and Platonic concep- 
that Plotinus, Porphyry, and lamblichus wished to tions. The phenomenal world is unsubstantial and 
be called Platonists, not Academicians. It is well constantly clianging. It derives all the reality 
known that Alexandria was at this time not only which it possesses from the Divine Ideas. But 
a great intellectual centre, but the place where, here came in the fantastic lore of numbers. Arith- 
above all others. East and West rubbed shoulders, metical symbols ivere converted into creative type.s 
The wisdom of Asia was undoubtedly in high re- of objects, and certain numbers, especially 3, 4, and 

g ute about this time. PhUostratus expresses the 10, had a special sanctity. In their theory’ of know- 
ighest veneration for the learning of the Indians ; ledge they follow'ed Plato. There are lour kind^s 
Apollonius of Tyana went to India to consult the of knowledge, w’ith corresponding faculties : (l)rop5 
Brahmans ; Plotinus himself accompanied the (forja-ts), spiritual perception, (2) Sdyoia, discursive 
Roman army to Persia in the hope of gathering reason, which produces science, (3) 

msdom while his comrades searched for booty ; and (5ifa), opinion, which draws inferences from 
the Christian Clement has heard of Buddha (Bovn-d). sensuous perception, (4) a(a-07](ns, sensuous percep- 
It is, therefore, natural that many modern scholars tion. As regards the fate of the world, they taught 
have looked forOriental influence inNeo-Platonism, that the universe is eternal, and the liuinan soul 
and have even represented it as a fusion of European imperishable. The soul js a microcosm, with athm- 
and Asiatic philosophy. But, though the influence ties to every grade of existence. They believed in 
of the East upon the West was undoubtedly great transmigration. The Neo-Py’thagoreans were strict 
during the decline of the Western Empire, it is not vegetarians, and celibates, at least as a counsel of 
necessaiy to derive any Neo-Platonic doctrines from perfection. The ‘ Pythagorean life ’ was a recog- 
a non-European source. Neo-Platonism is a legiti- nized and standardized discipline. The Life ot 
mate development of Greek thought, and of Plato’s Apollonius, the typical Neo-Pytliagorean saint, 
own speculations. In some ways it might even be represents him as an ascetic, a model of piety anu 
said that Plato is more Oriental than Plotinus. It devotion. He wore only linen clothes, abhorrea 
is another question whether Neo-Platonism was bloody sacrifices, and kept holy’ silence for live 
influenced in any way by the Jewish Alexandrian years. He had miraculous powers; he cast out 
school, which is known to us through the writings devils and raised the dead. _ 

of Philo. The resemblances betM'een the Essenes The syncretizing tendency of the o-K® is stronmy 

and the Neo-Pythagoreans, and between Philo and marked in Plutarch and Maximus of Tyre, i ne 
Plotinus, are so striking that many have thought it former accepts the notion of an evil WorJd-aoui, 
impossible to deny a direct dependence. But it is developing the suggestion in Plato s Timmiis. ^ on 

more probable that the Greek and the Jewish he is no Manichrean ; evil, for him, needs only sup- 

Alexandrian schools developed side by side imder plementing and redistributing to make it • 
parallel influences. Philo does not seem to have More important than either of these, ns a pr 
been much read by the educated pagans, who had cursor of Neo-Pl.atonism, is Numenius of Apanica, 
strong prejudices against the Jews. whoso far anticipated Plotinus that Amcliuana 

The Pythagorean school, as a philosophy, dis- to vindicate the originality of his m^er. ' 
appears from view in the 4th cent. B.c. But as a enius wished to go back to Plato and ! ytliagora, 
religious society, in connexion vrith the so-called but also to sweep into his net the wisdom oi 
Orphic rule, it was full of life. The Pythagoreans East, including even _ Judaism. p, i ' 

practised the simple life on a diet of vegetables gether the crowd of inferior gods to wliom_ f i 
andwater. About 100 B.c. they produced anumber had entnisted the creation of x,,_ 

of pseudonymous treatises, among them the nietri- single Demiurge, vrith attribute like tliose d 
cal maxims called the ‘ Golden Verses of Pytha- Christian-Alexandrian Logos. The Godhead a 
goras.’ They taught that the Monad is the the Demiurge he calls in so many words a ’'v./".’ 
beginning of all things. From the Monad came ndant {pa<ri\eiis apyos, Eus. Trap. Lvanff. Xu - 

the ‘Indefinite Dyad,’ and from the Dyad the other The world is_‘_a third God ; so that r'um 
numbers, and geometrical quantities. The soul is gives ns a Trinity of unequal Persons,^ 
divided into three parts (voi/s, fii’/ios, ^pivet], of which mediate teacher of Plotinus was Amraonin.s ^ ’ 

tlie first alone is immortal. The space between who is said to have been at one tniie a on , . 
earth and heaven is filled by invisible spirits, who Next to nothing is known of 
niaj- be induced to foretell the future and give were not cominitted to writing; hut i mu , 
advice. The world is a living rational being, of first hearing him, exclaimed, ‘Thi-s is 
wliich the animating principle is heat. As centres was looking for ’ (Toib-ov and rcrnai 

of heat (he sun and stars are gods. For a time the disciple and friend as long as he lived m r-oJl 
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2 , Plotinus. — Plotinus was not by intention an j 
eclectic. It was no part of his scheme to combine 
the systems of Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoics. 
He considered himself a Platonist, and indeed a 
conservative Platonist. His reverence for antiquity, 
which was part of the spirit of, the 3rd cent., when 
creative genius was at a low ebb, made him chary 
of finding errors in any of ‘ the ancient philosophers 
of blessed memory’ (ol fiaKipiot <()CK6tro<pot, 

Enn. HI. vii. 1), and he tried to represent their 
divergent views as no more than superficial difier- 
ences. But to Plato alone he allows plenary inspira- 
tion. He will not admit that he ever deserts his 
master’s teaching. Again and again we find such 
protestations as these ; 

‘This doctrine is not new; it was professed from the most 
ancient times, though without being developed explicitly ; we 
wish only to be interpreters of the ancient sages, and to show 
by the evidence of Plato himself that they had the same 
opinions as ourselves ’ (tb. V. i. 8). 

He even maintains that his three hypostases, the 
One, spirit, and soul, are to be found, not merely 
in Plato, but in Parmenides, Heraclitus, Anax- 
agoras, and Empedocles {ih.). Pythagoras, next 
to Plato, is treated with most reverence, though 
Plotinus does not really owe very much to this 
school, except through the Platonic tradition. 
Ajistotle is treated with more freedom ; he frankly 
criticizes the Aristotelian categories. In reality, 
however, he borrows a great deal from him — 
especially the fundamental conceptions of diva/us 
and ivipyeia, which are of vital importance in Neo- 
Platonism. The world of Ideas is really alive for 
Plotinus ; each Idea is an ivipycta. It is an original 
type of a definite individual : thus the Ideas have 
an independence which they have not in Plato. In 
psychology too there are important unacknowledged 
debts to Aristotle. It might even be maintained 
that Plotinus knew and understood Aristotle better 
than Plato, though he names him only four times. 
To his successors Plotinus seemed to have achieved 
in principle the rmification of these two great 
philosophies, a task which was avowedly set before 
themselves by Porphyry, lamblichus, and other 
Neo-Platonists down to and including Boethius. 
To Stoicism the attitude of Plotinus is in the main 
hostile, since it is one of his main objects to com- 
bat materialism in all its forms. Yet he owes to 
the Stoics, in part, his dynamic pantheism — the 
doctrine that the living forces of the Deity per- 
meate all nature ; and the somewhat enigmatic 
part played in his system by Xiyoi and irveOfta shows 
Stoical intluence. He sums up his quarrel with 
Stoicism in Enn. XV. vii., where he says that it 
is a radical mistake to explain the higher by the 
lower, and to suppose that the merely potential 
can of itself develop activity. 

The life of Plotinus extended from about 205 to 270, the exact 
dates being uncertain. He is said by Eunapius and Suidas to 
have been born at Lycopoiis in Egipt. At the age of 27 he be- 
came a student of phiiosophy at Alexandria, and attached him- 
seif to Ammonius, whose lectures he attended lor eieven years. 
At the end of this time he ieft Aiexandria, and accompanied the 
emperor Gordian on his iii-starred expedition against Persia, 
his object being to gain a personal acquaintance with the philo- 
sophies of the East. Gordian was murdered during the cam- 
paign, and Plotinus with difficulty made his way back to Antioch. 
Soon after, he took up his abode in Rome, where he lived lor 
the rest of his life. His mode of living is described by his dis- 
ciple Porphyrj’ as the ideal of the philosophic character. He 
had numerous pupils, ol both sexes and nil ages, to whom he 
' ‘ 'I' - ■ ■ p. 187), his school 

- - . . ■ room. It was not 

■ ■ . ' ■ ■ rrite. His confer- 

ences were attended by several prominent men, such as the 
senator Rogatianus, whom he persuaded to renounce his worldly 
possessions and retire from public life. The emperor Gallienus 
and his wife Salonina had a great admiration for him, and even 
promised to help in a wild scheme to found a city on a deserted 
and probably malarious site in Campania, to be constituted on 
the model of Plato’s Republic. Fortunately the idea was aban- 
doned. In spite of this aberration, Plotinus was n good man of 
business, and was In request ns n guardian and trustee of young 
orplians of the upper class. Ho also came forward as a peace- 
maker, and had no enemies, except among rival philosophers. 


one of whom. Porphyry says, tried in vain to bewitch him by 
sorcery. He lived an ascetic life, eating no meat and sleeping 
but little. He died at the age of 66, after a long illness, at a 
! country house near Minturme. His friend, the physician Eu- 
stochius, heard his last words : ‘I was waiting for you, before 
the divine principle in me departs to unite itself with the divine 
ill the universe.’ In such a busy life, we might suppose that 
prayer and meditation could find but little place. But it was 
not so. Plotinus would often spend whole nights in ' the prayer 
of quiet.’ In the words of Proclus, the greatest of his succes- 
sors, his soul, which he had always kept pure, took flight to- 
wards the divine principle, prayed to it, and adored it. He had 
always endeavoured to raise himself above the stormy waves ol 
this brutal life, which is nourished on flesh and blood. It is 
thus that this divine man, whose thoughts were always turned 
to the supreme God and the unseen world, merited the privilege 
ol beholding several times the immediate presence ol the God- 
head, who has neither sensible nor intelligible form, since He 
is exalted above intelligence and being itself. (This is the 
beatific vision of all the mystics. Plotinus enjoyed it four times 
during the six years when PorphjTy lived with him.) 

! The Enneads, edited by Porphyry, are mere 
i lecture-notes, which Porphyry found as an unsorted 
I heap of almost illegible MS ; for Plotinus had weak 
eyes, and never cared to work up his lectures in 
literary form. Porphyry did his best to arrange 
his material according to subject, disregarding the 
I date of composition. He was less wise in dividing 
i it into six books, each containing nine chapters — 
a fanciful arrangement dictated only by respect for 
the ‘ sacred numbers.’ Even the younger members 
of the Neo-Platonic school, who almost worshipped 
the memory of Plotinus, groaned over the obscurity 
of his style and the chaotic condition of his writ- 
ings. ‘ Enigmatic,’ ‘ harsh and unintelligible,’ 
‘ scattered and disorderly,’ such are the criticisms 
of men who regarded his wisdom as almost super- 
human. The modem reader will not ditier from 
them. There is no harder Greek than the Enneads, 
because it is bad Greek. The author, writing 
notes to refresh his memory in lecturing, has no 
mercy on his readers. There are passages of noble 
sublimity, of tender charm, of lofty devotion, in 
the Enneads, which delight as well as instruct the 
reader; but on the whole it is probable that no 
great teacher has placed so many obstacles in the 
way of his own popularity as this devotee of the 
ever-charming Plato. Modem historians of philo- 
sophy have generally shirked the .trouble of read- 
ing him — ^with the result that more blunders are 
current about this philosophy than about any other 
system, ancient or modem. Critics have merely 
copied each other’s remarks about him. 

Plotinus sets himself to overthrow three enemies 
of the true philosophy — materialism, scepticism, 
and dualism. These are the. three errors which, in 
his opinion, it is most necessary to confute. Those 
critics who have found in Plotinus himself a philo- 
sophy of dualism have misunderstood him from 
top to bottom. Popularized Platonism often takes 
a dualistic form ; but neither in Plato nor in Plot- 
inus is there any justification for the notion that 
there are two world-principles and two worlds. In 
the case of Plato, this error has been exposed satis- 
factorily by Bernard Bosanquet (The Principle of 
Individuality and Value, London, 1912, p. 8). 

Plotinus, then, in opposition to these heresies, 
maintains that reality is spiritual, knowable, and 
single. There are two funciamental trinities in his 
system. One is the trinity of divine principles, 
consisting of the Absolute or Godhead, which he 
calls indifferently the One and the Good, spirit 
(this is bj’ far the best English word for voDs, which 
is commonlyrendered ‘intellect’ or ‘intelligence’), 
and soul. The other is the tripartite division of 
man into spirit, soul, and body. This triadic 
schematism was almost obligatoiy on a Greek philo- 
sopher. Three is the perfect number ; its continual 
recurrence in all mental processes, particularly in 
the syllogism, led to an almost superstitions rever- 
ence for this symbol. But there is nothing forced 
or arbitrary in either of these triplets in Plotinus ; 
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the dominance of the triad is much more marked in 
Proclus, as it is in Hegel. Besides (and this is a 
most important point), Plotinus wishes to draw no 
hard boundary-lines across the field of experience, 
wiiether physical, psychical, or spiritual. His map 
of the world is covered with contour-lines, which, 
as in the designs of modern chartographers, are 
understood to indicate not chasms but gradual 
slopes. He draws a ladder and gives names to the 
rungs ; but the reality, he \vishes us to understand, 
is much more like an inclined plane. This is emi- 
nently true of the three divine principles ; it is not 
less the key to his anthropology. 

In their objective aspects body, soul, and spirit 
are respectively the world as perceived by the 
senses (/c^cr/ioj ala8rjT6i), the world interpreted by 
the soul as a spatial and temporal order, and the 
spiritual Vv’orld (kSo-hot votjr6^). The organs which 
perceive the world under these three aspects are 
the bodily senses, the discursive reason (Sidyota), 
and spiritual perception or intuitive knowledge 
(yiTja-is), It is only when we exercise the last — the 
highest faculty of our nature, a power ‘ which all pos- 
sess but few use ’ — that we are ourselves completely 
real and in contact with reality. This reality is 
neither an independently existing external universe 
nor a subjective construction tlirown oft' by the 
mind. _ It is constituted by the unity in duality of 
the spiritual faculty and the spiritual world which 
it beholds in exercising its self-consciousness. 
Spirit and the spiritual world imply and involve 
■each other ; neither has any existence apart from 
its correlative. If the spiritual world may be 
called the self-externalization of spirit, spirit may 
with equal propriety be called the self-consciousness 
of the spiritual ivorld. Plotinus is not an idealist 
in the modem, post-Kantian sense, though he 
argued against Longinus that ‘ the spiritual world 
is not outside spirit’ (ot/x yoO t4 voijrd). In 
saying this, he did not mean that all reality is 
mental, or that apparently external objects are 
created by the mind which perceives them ; he 
only meant to deny one interpretation of Plato’s 
Ideas— that which made them independently exist- 
ing entities, which the mind contemplates as some- 
thing other than itself. The roijrd are not outside 
pDvs ; but they are certainly not created by I'ous. 

Reality was conceived by Stoics and Epicureans 
alike as body itself, or as a quality or relation of 
body. As against these schools, Plotinus sees the 
issue more clearly than any previous thinker. 
Neither Cicero nor Plutarch ever calls the Stoics 
and Epicureans materialists. It is to Plotinus 
more than to any other philosopher that we owe 
the first clear doctrine of spiritual existence. His 
refutation of materialism is still valuable. The 
Stoics, he says, ascribe to matter (OXtj) properties 
whicli cannot belong to it. Matter is really a mere 
abstraction ; it is the bare receptacle of forms, the 
subject of energy, viewed by abstraction as sub- 
sisting apart from the energy which alone gives it 
meaning and existence. Plotinus’s ‘ matter’ is not 
material ; it is not to be confounded with the 
ponderable stuff to which science gives the same 
name, and which it is now engaged in subdirid- 
ing till it seems on the point of being sublimated 
into the subject of electrical energj’— a strange ap- 
proximation to Plotinus’s own view. Matter is 
that intangible, impalpable all-but-nothing which 
remains wiien we subtract from an object of 
thought all that makes it a possible object of 
tiiought. This is quite clearly the Neo-Platonic 
<loctrinc about matter. It is immaterial ; it is a 
mere abstraction ; we arrive at it only by thinking 
away all that makes consciousness of an object 
possible. .-Vnd yet it is commonly said, and not 
^vithout some c.xcuse, that ‘matter’ is in this 
philosophy the principle of evil. The dilficulty is 


a real one. It raises the question of the interrela- 
tion of the two hierarchies— that of existence and 
that of value. Plotinus has disposed of the claim 
of matter to possess substantial reality (oiVla). 
But the word ‘evil’ at once introduces another 
scale— that of value. The existential problem lias, 
strictly speaking, nothing to do with values, .■in 
‘appearance,’ as opposed to ‘reality’ (oida.), is a 
partial presentation of reality which needs to be 
enlarged or harmonized in order to make it a true 
presentation. It is false if it claims to be a pre- 
sentation of fact in all its relations, whereas in 
truth it ignores some of those relations. It is an 
error to mistake appearance for reality; e.y., it is 
an error to regard the world of sense as an objec- 
tive, self-existing cosmos. This error may be the 
cause of moral fault; but there is nothing evil 
about the appearance itself. A shadow has its 
place in the order of the world, as well as the 
substance which casts it. It is, however, impos- 
sible to confine ourselves to the purely existential 
aspect of things. It is impossible for the biologist, 
e.g., to avoid using such words as ‘degeneration,’ 
‘ survival of the fittest,’ which imply an ethical or 
qualitative measurement. Only in pure mathe- 
matics are value-judgments excluded. Qualitative 
estimates are based on fact not less than quantita- 
tive, but they give us a different standard anil 
different results, so that we are threatened with an 
intractable dualism. For Plotinus it is an article 
of faith that tlie hierarchies of existence and of 
value must ultimately be found to correspond, so 
that the class which has the lowest degree of 
reality in the existential scale must have the 
lowest degi'ee of value in the ethical scale. But 
there is one important difference between the two 
series. In the scale of existence there are no 
minus signs ; the all-bnt-non-existent occupies the 
lowest rung of the ladder. But in the scale of 
values we have to register temperatures below zero. 
There are many facts, and some persons, of whom 
we may say that it would have been bettor if thw 
had not come into existence. The moral standard, 
therefore, is essentially dnalistic, the existential 
monistic. "We may either force the two schemes 
into harmony by investing ‘ matter ’ or ‘ flesh ’ with 
evil characteristics, in which case we have accepted 
metaphysical dualism, or retain monistic views by 
holding that the ^position between good and enl 
is only relative. The minus signs disappear, from 
the standpoint of the Absolute. The lntter is the 
solution towards which Plotinus inclines ; 
is too conscious of the positive obstacles which 
impede morality to be satisfied with a theory which 
mokes evil a mere defect in the penetration of 
matter by spirit or sonl. His utterances on the 
problem of evU cannot all be reconciled. Butins 
deepest view is that matter is the absence of order 
which when isolated by abstract thought becomes 
the foe of order. In arguing against^ Stoical 
materialism, he sometimes uses 'matter in the 
Stoical sense instead of his oivn, meeting his 
opponents on their own ground. But Zeller is 
quite uTong in saying that Plotinus makes inatler 
the evil principle. Matter is ‘potentially wi 
things’; ‘it is what it may become’; it is the 
necessary condition of all good. There m suen 
a thing as ‘divine matter’ (Otfo CXy), which is 
enriched and glorified by the spirit poured into it, 
BO that it bos a place in the etemaf world, Rerc 
below, niatter remains ‘a decked out corpse, 
because form and snbstratura are to some extent 
held apart; ‘yonder,’ matter too is delivered from 
the bondage of corruption. In heaven form ano 
matter are ‘one illuminated realitj’’ {mI“ 
ve^iarur/i^pv)- Evil, for Plotinus, is not a negation 
posited in the Absolute; the necessary tension 
oelongs only to the world of becoming. 1' notion 


NEO-PLATONISM 


311 


and conflict belong to the world of soul, which is 
also the world of will ; they are a condition of the 
actualizing of reality on that plane, hut not in the 
realms above. When he is asked why strife and 
friction exist, even in this imperfect world, he can 
only say, ‘ It had to he.’ Necessity is to Plotinus 
a part of the ontological argument. It belongs to 
the inner nature of goodness that it should create 
in the fullest and freest manner ; and this creation 
is not a reduplication of a perfection which cannot 
be measured quantitatively, but the production of 
a hierarchy exemplifying every possible grade of 
existence and value. These hierarchies are also 
immediate data of experience, so that they cannot 
be explained from outside. They are the founda- 
tions on which philosophy has to build. 

But now arises an epistemological difficulty. 
Reality is constituted by the trinity in unity of 
the perceiving spirit (voOs), the spiritual world (ri 
voijrd), and the spiritual perception (vdija-is) which 
unites subject and object in one. _ Reality is 
thought, thing, and the relation of identity be- 
tween them. This correspondence and mutual 
dependence of subject and object holds good all 
down the scale. Like alone sees like. How then 
do we come by the ' false opinions ’ which invest 
matter with a spurious substantiality 1 There is, 
Plotinus says, an element of indeterminateness 
in the soul, which apprehends the indeterminate, 
matter. This half-blinded spiritual faculty, this 
clouded perception, this shapeless object, all 
‘ desire ’ to rise together into a clearer light where 
they will be transformed. Our average life is 
lived on the middle level of the soul’s activities, 
the organ of which is discursive reason (Sidvom). 
But, when the soul gives itself humbly as ‘ matter’ 
for spirit, it is raised up to the higher sphere of 
life ‘ yonder,’ in the spiritual world. The world of 
appearance may be described either as the real 
world seen through a glass darkly or as an actual 
hut imperfect copy of a perfect original. The real- 
idealism of Plotinus holds these two views together. 

‘ A feeble contemplation makes a feeble object of 
contemplation.’ The world of appearance shows, 
us a diversity which exists by the side of unity, 
instead of the concrete unity of spirit ; mutual 
exclusion as the mark of difierentiation, instead of 
the mutual inclusion or compenetration which 
exists in the spiritual world ; strife and opposi- 
tion in the place of harmony; time in the place 
of eternity ; perpetual flux and change in the 
place of the unchanging activity of spirit. ’ Sens- 
ible reality’ (u ^J'raCfla ifidivvfios oi<rla) is but a 
shadow of true reality. The sensible world is 
a reflexion of the eternal world in the mirror of 
matter. 

The sensible world is the creation of the universal 
soul, through the medium of nature, which is its 
moving power. Nature is the active faculty of the 
universal soul, its outer life, the expansion and 
expression of its being, that without which it 
would be shut up in itself. Nature is sleeping 
spirit. All its activity comes from soul ; it caste 
upon matter a reflexion of the forms which it 
has received from above. On nature’s methods 
Plotinus says: 

‘It iinyone were to demand ol nature why It produces, it 
would answer, if it were willing to listen and speak ; You should 
not ask questions, but understand, keeping silence as I keep 
silence ; for I am not in the habit of talking. What ought you 
to understand? In the first place, that which is produced is 
the work of ray silent contemplation, a contemplation produced 
by my nature ; for being born myself of contemplation I am 
naturally contemplative, and that which contemplates in me 
prot 
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the forms of bodies. I preserve the disposition of my mother 
the universal soul, and of the principles which produced me [the 
creative Logui). They too were born ol contemplation, and I 
was born in the same way ’ (£inn. ni. viii.). 


By contemplation Plotinus means attention 
directed to that which is above ourselves in tlie 
scale of reality and value. All creative activitj' 
is the '(in a sense) unconscious result of this steady 
devotion to what is higher than ourselves. We 
always create after some pattern in a higher 
sphere ; and the whole world, thus produced, is an 
image of the mind and thought of God. Foot- 
prints (tx^'v) of the universal soul, and of spirit 
itself, are to be found everywhere. 

Extension (r6fros) is the necessary form which 
results from the inability of matter to receive all 
forms without dividing and separating them. The 
purely indeterminate is spaceless; extension is 
given to it by the soul. Leibniz was only partially 
right in calling space the form of co-existence ; for 
co-existence can be conceived, though not pictured, 
non-spatially. It is also the form of the whole and 
part relation; of the inclusion of one thing by 
another. Again, it is the form under which we 
recognize near and far, and so infer the reality of 
the unseen and unexperienced. The external 
world can teach us much about ultimate truth. 
Plotinus mentions especially order and limit 
.and TT^pas) as the chief lessons of natural science. 
But he insists strongly on the reflexions of the 
divine beauty which we find in the visible world. 
His quarrel with the half-Christian Gnostics — the 
most vigorous polemic in the Enneads — is mainly 
on the ground that they despise this beautiful 
world and regard it as evil. ‘ All things that are 
in heaven (iKet) are also on earth,’ he says in a 
passage which should have saved some of his 
critics from many blunders (Enn. V. ix. 13). 

Plotinus is well aware that time is one of the 
hardest problems in metaphysics. He does not 
claim to throw any new light upon it. Time, the 
moving image of eternity, arose through the desire 
of the soul of the world to exert its powers. Time 
is the form which the soul creates for itself when 
it desires to reproduce the eternal ideas as living 
activities. In the vulgar sense, time is as ever- 
lasting as eternity ; it never began and will never 
end. It is ‘the activity of an eternal soul not 
turned towards itself nor within itself, but exer- 
cised in generation and creation ’ (Enn. m. vii. 12). 
This view of time implies teleology. Time is 
essentially the interval between the inception and 
completion of creative purpose. Causation is a 
teleological category, and belongs exclusively to 
psychical life, or to physical life as determined 
once for all by a first cause. If the world were 
merely a mechanism, there would be no causation, 
but only invariable sequence. Causation, in fact, 
is what Bergson calls creative evolution, and it 
requires la dur6e, as he says. But Bergson does 
not succeed in proving that psychical evolution, in 
‘real time,’ is irreversible or unpredictable. He 
only makes it discontinuous, whether we read it 
forwards or backwards. It is unpredictable, not 
absolutely, but only by the laws which govern 
inorganic matter. Creative evolution may be the 
orderly development of psychical or spiritual laws. 
If so, his argument for contingency falls to the 
ground. For Plotinus, every distinct idea ‘ yonder ’ 
becomes a finite purpose ‘ here.’ Every attribute 
of God’s essence becomes an activity of His exist- 
ence. The time-process is not the necessary form 
of the self-evolution of God ; it is the product of 
His free but necessary creative activity. Nor is 
there any radical difference between the laws 
which regulate organic and inorganic objects. The 
same spirit which slumbers in the stone and 
dreams in the flower awakes in the human soul. 
Time then is not merely the measure of the im- 
ermanence of the imperfect. It is, in his careful 
efinition, the measure of definite finite activity 
directed to some end from which it is quite distinct 
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[Enn. yj. i. 16). What is real in time is the 
potentiality of qualitative change. * Movement 
of itself does not need time.’ From the point of 
view of practical religion it makes a great differ- 
ence whetlier we regard the phenomenal world as 
a polarization of changeless reality, or whether we 
hold that its being is radically teleological. The 
former view, when developed logically and held 
exclusively, leads to the vacuous existence of the 
Indian contemplative, the latter to the vulgar 
conception of etemal life as survival in time, and 
to the brutal activity of the western man, with 
whom, as Bosanquet says {The Value and Destiny 
of the Individual, London, 1913, p. 295), reliance 
on the future has become a disease. Plotinus tries 
to combine the truth in both ; but he shows no 
interest in the larger life of nations, which may 
justly be regarded as repi'esenting unitory thouglits 
and purposes in the mind of God. His view of the 
fate of the world is nevertheless vastly superior to 
those dreams of perpetual progress which, in spite 
of their scientific absurdity, are so popular among 
ourselves. The world-order, according to Plotinus, 
evolves regularly till the end of an astronomical 
cycle, when the whole process is repeated. Thus 
the history of the universe consists of a number of 
vast but not infinite schemes, each of which has a 
beginning and an end. An infinite purpose is, as 
he sees, a contradiction in terms. We must find 
consolation for the inevitable disappearance of our 
species by rememberin" that in the etemal world 
all values are preserved intact. 

The relation of the world ‘here below’ to the 
world ‘yonder’ has been completely misunderstood 
by most critics of Neo-Platonism. There is only 
one real world, the Kdcr/xos vorirds. The kingdom of 
oMa includes soul, but nothing lower than soul. 
The half-real phenomenal world is a necessary 
product of soul, and without it tlie divine principles 
would not be what they are ; for 

‘It is necessary that each principle should give of itself to 
another. The Good would not be the Good, nor Spirit Spirit, 
nor Soul Soul, if nothing lived dependent on the first life’ 
(Enn. It. lx. 3). 

Thus every grade of bein" is bound in ‘ a golden 
chain about the feet of God.’ All divine creative- 
ness is what philosophers call transeunt or transi- 
tive activity. The higher does not need the lower ; 
God does not need the world. The necessity of 
the world lies in the inner nature of all which 
derives its being from the One who is also the 
Good. Proclus (who, of course, must be used with 
caution as an interpreter of Plotinus) says that God 
created the world by His goodness. His will, and 
His providence, a trinity in unitj’ {ivoetSijt rpidr) of 
motives. The soul descends into the phenomenal 
world because it wishes ‘ to imitate the providence 
of the gods.’ It is, in a word, the character, not 
the essence, of God that calls the world into being. 
There are some thinkers who deny the possibility 
of transitive activity. But this is to destroy, not 
merely Platonism, but all theism. If God is tran- 
scendent at all, p.art of His activity must be transi- 
tive. Tlie analogy of mechanical laws need not 
frighten us. As soon as we reach the domain of 
ov<ria, we deal with values which are increased by 
sharing, with forces which ‘ operate unspent.’ 

The world of sense, then, is created by soul after 
the pattern of spirit. It is a construction of super- 
ficial experience, a rough-and-ready synthe.sis based 
on imperfect data. It is not identical with the 
world as known to natural science. The latter is 
an attempt to interpret the universe by the ex- 
clusive use of quantitative categories. The world 
of common experience is quite dificrent from this. 
It is a blurred and confusedpictnre of the spiritual 
world, distorted by defects in the organ of percep- 
tion, and split np by the very conditions of sotu- 


life. For all that, it is a great and glorious tliinv 
a vision of the eternal verities. Plotinus replira 
indignantly to the Gnostic theoiy that the uwld 
was created through a lapse of the universal soul : 

‘We affirm that the soul created the world not beavusc it 
looked downward but because it looked upward. In order to 
look downward, the soul must have forgotten the spiritusl 
world. But if it had foiTrotten it, how.could it create the world I 
Where could it find its pattern, except from what it saw vender! 
But if it thought of the spiritual world while creating, it did 
not look downward at all. . . . tVe must not allow that the 
world is ill made because it contains mucli that is disagreeable. 
It is only an image of the spiritual world, but could there be a 

rii'ir.-:' i'; 'ii:i ? . . . Do ■ ‘ ■ ' ■ 

(ii I'i k :; lire world ar .■ ■ ■ ■ 

are in it. When we Jove a person, we iove an iiiui ueiongs lo 
him : if we love the father, we love the children for his rake. 
But every soul is a child of our Father in heaven. How can 
this world, with the divine powers which it contains, bo separ- 
ated from the spiritual world ? Those who despise what is so 
nearly akin to the spiritual world, prove that they know nothing 
about the latter except in name ’ (Enn. n. he. 4). 

The flaws which we justly observe in the world 
as we know it are themselves evidence that the 
soul has her true home in a higher sphere, above 
the discordance, change, and strife which are the 
conditions of spatial and temporal existence. 
What is most real in this world is that which 
most reflects the mind and purpose of that which 
called it into being. The only way to understand 
anything is to view it in relation to its source and 
goal in file sphere next above it. The ‘ nature’ of 
anything is to be sought in its completed develop- 


ment. 

The Third Person in the Neo-Platonic Trinity is 
not the aggregate of individual souls, but ‘ the 
soul of the all.’ To this Plotinus assigns attributes 
which hardly distinguish it from spirit. It is 
exalted above space and time. It remains^ itself 
at rest while it illuminates the world and gives it 
life. It is not in the world ,• rather the world is ip 
it, embraced by it and moulded by it. The indi- 
vidual soul can understand itself only b 3 ’_contcni- 
plating the universal soul._ The passage^ in which 
Plotinus urges us to this holy _ quest is one of 
the finest in the Enneads, and it is familiar to 
thousands who have never read Plotinus, because 
it is closely imitated W Augustine in the most 
famous chapter of the Confessions : 

‘The soul ought first to examine its own nature to know 
whether it has the faculty of contemplating spiritual thlngi. 
and whether it has indeed an eye wlierewitn to see tlicra, and 
if it ought to embark on the quest. If the spiritual world 
is foreign to it, what is the use ol trying? But 
kinsliip between us and it, wo both can and ought to find it. 
First then let us consider that it is the universal soul whlcn 
created all things, breathing into them the breath of hie. . • • 
The soul sets them in their order and directs their motions, 
keeping itself apart from the things which it orders and moves 
and causes to Jive. The soul must be more honourable than 
they, since they- are bom and perish, ns the soul grants them 
life and leaves them ; but the soul lives for ever and never 
ceases to be itself. This great soul must be contemplated oj 
another soul, itself no small thing, but one that makes iWen 
worthy to contemplate the great soul by ridding iweii or 
deceit’ and of all that beguiles common souls, through qiuct 
recollection. For it let nil be quiet; not only the body that 
encompasses it, and the tumult of the senses, but lot oil i 
environment be at peace. Let the earth be quiet, and the sea 
and air, and the heaven itself calm. Let it observe lion tne 
soul flows in from all sides into the resting world, pours into it, 
penetrates and illumines it. Even as the bright beams ol uie 
sun enlighten a dark cloud and give it a golden border m the 
soul when it enters into the body of the heaven giws it lifennd 
immortality and awakens it from sleep. . . -JT*’®, 

Itself to every point in this vast body. . . . But itolf not 
divided ; it does not split itself up in order to give ifc to eac 
individual. All things live by tlie soul in its cnliretv ; it is all 
present everywhere, like the Father which begat it, both in as 
unity and in Its universality. The Iicavcn, vast and various m 
it Is, is one by the power of the soul, and by it is this uniiers, 
of ours divine ’ (v. 1. 2). 

Individualitj’ is always a difficult jwoblom m 
systems like that of Plotinus. Individual souls 
are not parts ol the universal sonl._ 'I'iicy are 
rather Xdyoi (active principles) of spirits, .cone- 
Bponding to distinct Ideas ‘ yonder.^ But in tne 
spiritual world there is distinction withont Repara- 
tion. The separateness and mutual externality o 
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Boals in this -world is a viOripLa of bodies, not of 
soul itself. In this -vvorld -we find separation -with- 
out disparity, and resemhlance without unity ; 
‘yonder’ it is not so. And even here the soul 
never loses its correspondence -with the universal 
soul, through which ‘ all souls are one.’ Sympathy 
is as much a fact of experience as individuality, 
and hears witness to a real unity behind apparent 
separateness. Plotinus is anxious to preserve 
human individuality. ‘Each individual must he 
himself ’ (Set fKaarov {Kaarov eTvat ) ; and each 
indmdual soul is ‘ an original cause ’ {Trpbjrovpyht 
aMa, Enn. III. i. 8). The soul ‘ is present’ with 
the body, hut not within it ; it remains pure of all 
admixture, and is always itself. 

Psychology of Plotinus. — Sensation {ata-dijuis) is 
not a passive impression made by external objects 
on the perceiving faculty. It is an activity — an 
tvipyeia, not a irdflos. The difference between sensa- 
tions and spiritual perceptions (va^creLs) is one of 
degree; sensations are dim vo'hueis. The mind is 
never dormant in perception ; what we call per- 
ception is largely the work of imagination. The 
fact that we can perceive external objects at 
all is a proof of the ‘faint sympathy’ (d/iu5p4 
avyirieeia,, IV. iv. 40) which pervades all nature, 
for we can be aware only of what is akin to 
ourselves. 

Pleasure and pain are not pure sensations, since 
they are states of consciousness ; and, on the other 
hand, they are not affections {iridt]) of the soul. 
They belong to ‘ the compound ’ (ri cCvderov), 
i.e. to soul present to body, or body present to 
soul. 

Memory and ima^ation, which in Plotinus are 
closely connected, belong to the discursive reason 
(Sidvoio). Eecollection (dsd/nsjjo-is) demands a 
higher land of volitional and rational activity 
than memory {yHi/iy), and is confined to man, 
while the lower animals possess some memory. 
Plotinus transforms Plato’s dvd/ivijo-K into a 
doctrine of innate ideas potentially present. The 
higher soul is by choice forgetful of all that is 
foreign to its true nature, but it recovers ideas 
which belong to an earlier and nobler state of 
existence, which have been forgotten here below. 
Memory is of images only ; spiritual perception is 
first transformed into an image reflected in the 
mirror of the imagination, and memory is the 
faculty which grasps this image. We do not 
‘remember’ roj/rd, because we contemplate them 
as permanent activities of our higher self. There 
is no memory ‘ yonder’ ; for all spiritual perception 
is timeless (dxpoxos vacra vbtiuK, Enn. IV. iv. 1). 
Imagination {^avracrta), opinion (56$a), and dis- 
cursive thought all float between the spiritual 
and sensible worlds. Perception seizes the forms 
(elSij) of sensible objects. At the summit of this 
faculty, when the aXud-qyo. becomes a purely mental 
representation, the faculty takes the name of tA 
ipavTaaTLKbv in presence of the object, of memory 
in its absence. Imagination is mid- way between 
sensation and reason ; its higher state is the same 
as opinion. Porpliyry makes the three faculties 
of knowledge to be sensation, imagination, and vods, 
and says thatpeither sensation nor vbijris is possible 
-without imagination, ^avraffla, it will be seen, is 
nearer Vorstcllung than ‘imagination,’ and y>av- 
Tcrpa is what modem philosophy incorrectly (to a 
Platonist) calls an ‘ idea.’ Some modern writers, 
notably Wordsworth, have given imagination a 
far more exalted place. The ‘ imagination,’ which 
‘ IS reason in her most exalted mood,’ is Plotinus’s 
yoepi <pavTacrla. Even ‘intellectual love,’ which 
ushers spirit into the presence of the One, is for 
Wordsworth inseparable from imagination — a pro- 
found, truth which is the key to the understanding 
of religious symbols generally. In the discursive 


reason (dtivota) the proper function of the soul is 
achieved. Self-consciousness belongs to it; the 
yet higher activities of the sonl are not self- 
conscious. Plotinus does not regard self-conscious- 
ness as the highest of human powers. He has 
observed that we do things best when we are not 
thinking of ourselves as doing them ; our organs 
remind us of their existence only when they are 
out of order. What we call consciousness of self 
is in truth consciousness of a contrasted not-self. 
There is a kind of unconsciousness in the highest 
experiences of the soul ; our senses ‘ protest that 
they have seen nothing ’ {Enn. v. viii. 11) ; but we 
can no more doubt them than we can doubt our 
own existence. But discursive thought is only the 
polarized copy of vSrjuis. The soul, in knoiving 
itself, ‘ knows that there is something better than 
itself ’ ; it knows itself as another’s (V. iii. 4 and 6). 
Plotinus purposely makes vovs and Bidvoia overlap ; 
discursive reason is never separated from vSria-is at 
the one end, and creativeness {irofijo-is) at the other. 
The realm of soul is ‘the world of life’ {Kbcryos 
i^oiTiKbs, identified with by Proclus). Soul has 
oiaia, but the soul-world is fully real only when it 
is taken as a whole, not as split up among indi- 
vidual foci of consciousness, and in time. There 
are three planes on which a man may live, and his 
rank in the scale of existence depends on the 
choice which he makes: he may live a purely 
external life, obeying his natural instincts, or he 
may live in obedience to his discursive reason, the 
life of an intelligent but unspiritual man, or he 
may, in rare instances, attain to ‘ the life of gods 
and godlike men,’ the life of the spirit. The soul, 
as a microcosm, has afBnities -with every rung of 
the ladder which reaches from earth to heaven. 
These stages shade offinto each other ; Neo-Platon- 
ism knows of no rigid barrier-lines. 

Before our birth, says Plotinus, we existed as 
pure souls and spirits, attached to the universal 
soul. Why do souls ever leave this happy state, 
and ‘ come down ’ to earth 1 This is a real crux of 
Neo-Platonism, and Plotinus, who always seems to 
be thinking aloud, does not conceal his perplexity 
about it. He throws out several suggestions 
which do not pretend to be consistent with each 
other. He has consulted Heraclitus, Empedocles, 
and Pythagoras without finding any clear answer 
to the question. Even the divine Plato does not 
always use the same language. How shall we 
reconcile his well-known words about the body 
being the cave, the prison, the tomb of the soul, 
and about the moulting of tlie soul’s wings through 
contact with matter, with the doctrine of the 
Timmus, that the Creator sent soul into the world 
to make it the abode of spirit or intelligence, and 
with a view to its perfection? If we follow the 
Timteus, the soul is not to blame ; ‘ we may care 
for that which is below ns without ceasing to abide 
in the highest and best.’ Plotinus shows us that 
he would like to follow the Timmus, not the 
Phmdrus. But he characteristically tries to prove 
that both may be true. It is permissible to say 
that God sent the souls do-wn to earth, for ‘the 
operation of the highest principle, even though 
there are many stages between, can be traced down 
to the end of the process.’ And yet the soul com- 
mits two faults, one in coming down, and the other 
in entering into bodies. It does so by choice, and 
because it desires to bring order into what is below. 
If it returns quickly, it has suffered no hurt ; 
indeed it has put forth powers which would other- 
wise have remained latent. The soul must com- 
municate its gifts, for aU grades of reality and 
value must exist, down to the lowest degree possible. 
The soul learns its own good by the experience of 
contraries, though the strongest souls may under- 
stand evil without experience of it (iv. viii.). The 
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Bonl descends into the bodjr prepared for it, as if 
sumrnoned by a herald (rv. iii. 13). The soul has 
a desire to go forth and create according to what 
she has seen in the spiritual world (IV. >01.). The 
ascents and descents of the soul are necessary 
parts of the universal harmony (IV. iii. 12). Yet 
there is a danger lest the soul be ‘ deceived and 
bewitched’ by the charm of sensuous being (iv. 
\'i. 3). It beholds itself in the mirror of matter, 
and like Narcissus falls in love with the image 
and plunges in after it (IV. iii. 12). These last 
passages represent the real view of Plotinus. The 
local metaphors of ascent and descent must not 
mislead us. The soul does not sin by desiring to 
create after the eternal pattern in a lower sphere ; 
it is entirely right and necessary that our world 
should exist ; but, as soon as we forget that we 
are strangers and pilgrims here, sin begins. There 
is a want of firmness and consistency in the teach- 
ing of Plotinus on this subject; he is hampered 
partly by reverence for Plato, and partly by the 
veiv natural tendency to Weltjlucht in a dismal 
and hopeless age ; but his deeper thought is un- 
q^uestionably that which most decisively excludes 
the Gnostic errors which he combats so strenu- 
ously. 

Plotinus also asks. Can the soul itself sin ? Does 
it ‘descend entire,’ or is there a divine nucleus at 
the heart of humanity, which can take no stain ? 
Plotinus holds that there is, and he expresses this 
in spatial imagery by saying that ‘ part of the soul 
remains above.’ This is his own theoiy, though 
he tries to father it on Plato. And it is most 
interesting to find that the later Neo-Platonists, 
in spite of their almost superstitious reverence for 
the ‘most divine Plotinus,’ frankly desert him 
here. lamblichus, Proclus, Simplicius, and Priscian 
all maintain that the soul comes down entire; 
only Theodorus and Damascius follow Plotinus. 
Proclus, who is quite emancipated from the Pla- 
tonic doctrine of vnpofihin^m, makes the creation 
of the world an essential movement of spirit. The 
soul descends ‘because it desires to imitate the 
providence of the gods. What nobler enterprise 
could it set itself than to band on to other created 
beings the gifts which God has given to itself?’ 
(Proclus, in TimcEum, 338). It is plain that later 
Neo-Platonism is more ivilling to receive a true 
incamational doctrine than Plotinus was. The 
soul may still be at home in heaven while it ener- 
izes with all its powers on earth. The more 
eeply it penetrates into the darkest recesses of 
nature, the more fully is it fulfilling its divine 
task. Heroic action and real struggle are proper 
to the divine life. 

The soul, which exists in its own right, neither 
comes into being nor perishes. When separated 
from the body it no longer exercises its lower 
faculties, which are not extinguished by death, 
but remain hw&iifi only (Enn. III. iv. 6). Such 
faculties ns opinion, reasoning, and meraoiy are 
superfluous under the conditions of eternal life. 
Resurrection, he says pointedly, is an awakening 
from the body, not with the body (lU. vi. 6). Dis- 
camate souls help the universal soul to govern the 
world ; their separate individuality is not lost, but 
latent (oi)v {(mv (vepyelq. oi5’ oD di'iXwXer, VT. iv. 16). 
And yet beatified spirits enjoy a hanpy communion 
with each other. Unrighteous souls are sent into 
other bodies, even the bodies of ignobb leasts, ns 
a punishment. Chastisements are pi o]>ortioned 
to oflenccs by divine law (iv. iii._24). A man’s 
guardian angel [oatfiuv] may also inflict chastLse- 
inent on the disembodied soul (ill. iv. 6). There 
is a higher and a lower soul. The higher .soul 
cannot bo lost, but we may, so to speak, lose it by 
identifying ourselves with lower interests. The 
soul of the bad man may be lost, but not the soul 


which would have been his if he had not been a 
bad man. We are what we love and care about. 

We now come to what for Neo-Platonism is the 
centre of the whole system— the spiritual world. 
It is here that we are to find the fully real and tiie 
completely true. This reality is neither thought 
nor thing, but the unity in duality of spirit {voOt) 
and the spiritual world (ro^rd). Plotinus is no 
idealist in the modem sense. ‘Spirit, the whole 
of reality, and truth, are one nature ’ (m. Lx. 3). 
‘ Being, by being perceived, gives to Spirit percep- 
tion and existence ’ (r4 6v rip voeiirBat rip rip SiShr rb 
voetr xal rb tlvai, V. i. 4). ‘Spirit in beholding 
reality beheld itself, and in beholding entered into 
ite proper activity, and this actirity is itself’ (V, 
iii. 5). Nor does reality consist rn a relation; 
‘ reality is that which is seen, not the act of seeing’ 
(VI. ii. 8). N&ijirts is the relation between rout and 
vorjTbv, bub the two are identical, though not 
absolutely fused. ‘ Where Spirit energizes in 
itself, the objects of its activity are other spirits ; 
but where it energizes outside itself, the soiu ’ (n. 
ii. 21). ‘The rorpri are many in one and one in 
many and all together ’ (VI. v. 6). Spirit ‘w’anders 
among realities ’ (^v obtrlan wXovaTai) on ‘ the field 
of truth,’ remaining always itself. Though it does 
not change, it is constantly active. 

Plotinus has much to say about the categories 
of the spiritual world ; but he is again hampered 
by Plato, who gives one set of categories in the 
Philehus and another in the Sophist, In the 
spiritual world there are certain antinomies which 
cannot be reconciled in onr ordinary experience, 
but which in a higher sphere are fully harmonized. 
These are — thought and its object; identi^ and 
diflerence; change and permanence. The discus- 
sion of these categories, which occupies a great 
deal of space in the Enneads (for he takes the 
opportunity of criticizing Aristotle at great length), 
has been very diflerently estimated by modem 
critics. To the present ■writer it seems disappoint- 
ing. The subject-object relation is not on the 
same footing as change and permanence. The real 
attributes of the spiritual world are truth, beauty, 
and goodness, as Plotinus is well aware._ In the 
spiritual world these are both fully realized and 
fully operative. He insists repeatedly that it is 
a life which he is describing, a state of intense 
activity which, as being unimpeded, may also 1 m 
called rest. Some of the finest pMsages in the 
Enneads {e.g., V. i. 3, V. iii. 3, V. viii. 4, 'yi. 'rii. m) 
describe -with enthusiasm thegloiy of life in the 
eternal world. 

The individual spirit is the samp being a.s the 
individual soul, only transformed into the divine 
image and liberated from all baser elements. 
There is ‘something unique’ in every spirit; bat 
it is no longer any bar to the most complete com- 
munion ivitli all that is good, trae, and beautiful 
in others. Spirits pass their existence in ‘living 
contemplation’ (Oeapla fucro, lU. viiL 8). In this 
state ‘soul is the matter of Spirit’ (III. ix. 3), 
which means that the self-transcendence of the 
soul is achieved by making itself the passive in- 
strument of spirit. In knowing God, the 
knows also itself ; and the soul can ha've direct 
access to God — ‘ there is nothing between.’ 

The whole philosophy of Plotinus is an onioloCT 
of moral, intellectual, and aesthetic values, uhe 
highest form in which reality can be known by 
spirits, w-ho are themselves the roof and cro'wn ot 
tilings, is the general ideas of truth, beauty, ana 
goodness, manifesting them.selves in the myrioo 
products of creative activit}’. The.se attribnm.s oi 
reality, which, so far a.s we know, constitute iw 
entire substance, are spiritual ; i.e. they belong to 
a sphere of unified existence which is neither snu- 
jective nor objective but constituted 1 ) 3 ’ the inuis- 
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soluble unity in duality of subject and object. 
These three attributes are ultimates, in our experi- 
ence. They cannot be fused, or even 'wholly liar- 
monized. There is a kind of noetic parallelism 
between them. 

We have now reached in our survey the last 
stage of the soul’s upward journey, the absolute 
Godhead above existence, whom Plotinus calls the 
One or the Good. The spiritual world is the Neo- 
Platonic heaven, and the undivided spirit who is 
completely expressed in that world is the normal 
object of religious worship. But philosophy must 
distinguish between God and the Godhead. The 
God whom we worship is the revelation rather 
than the revealer, just as the personality that we 
know is the ‘ Me ’ rather than the ‘ I ’ who knows 
the Me. The source and goal of revelation cannot 
be revealed ; the source and goal of knowledge 
cannot be known. The goal of the intellect is the 
One ; the goal of the will is the Good ; the goal of 
love and admiration is the Beautiful. Plotinus 
follows all three lines of ascent. The Absolute 
must he — this is the conclusion of the dialectic ; it 
ought to be — this is the conclusion of ethics ; it is 
— this is the discovery of the ‘ Spirit in love ’ (voOj 
ipav). The dialectical proof is that the idea of 
plurality implies that of unity, that of relativity 
an Absolute. 'The moral aspiration for the Good 
is assumed throughout the Enneads ; it is regarded 
!is too fundamental to need argument. Of the 
Beautiful he says that he who has not yet seen 
God desires Him as the Good ; he who has seen 
Him adores Him as the Beautiful (I. id. 7). It is 
true that he does not add tA Ka\6v as a third name 
of the Absolute. But he does not really subordin- 
ate Beauty to Truth and Goodness. Ultimately, 
they are one and the same. Since the One has no 
form, it is better, Plotinus says, to call Him Beauty 
than the Beautiful j he is ‘ the source and principle 
of all beauty, the power that is the flower of all 
the beautiful, the creator of beauty’ (vi. vii. 8). 

The Absolute is called by Plotinus the One. 
The Monad in Pythagorean arithmetic was not 
itself a number, but the source in which the whole 
nature of all numbers was gathered up and implicit. 
There is a sense in which unity and plurality are 
correlatives, so that we cannot have one without 
the other. In this sense the Absolute One is a 
contradiction. But for Plotinus the One is the 
transcendence of separability rather than of plur- 
tJity. The One is ‘ beyond existence.’ For Plato 
the Good had been witnin the circle of the Ideas ; 
for Plotinus it is above them. He uses in speak- 
ing of the One the negative language familiar to 
all students of mysticism. The One is beyond 
existence, beyond spirit and life ; he is in truth 
ineffable [&ppr)Toy)i whatever we deny of hinj we 
deny rightly ; or rather we may speak of him if 
we add, ‘yet not this but something higher.’ 
Thus the Absolute does not think, and is not 
conscious ; but he knows himself by a direct self- 
intuition (dirXi} Tis aM irpAs aiird) and abides 

in a state of wakefulness {iypijyopaii) beyond being 
(■y. iii. 13). In the Absolute knower and knoim 
coalesce so perfectly that no relation exists between 
them. The Absolute’s knowledge of Himself is an 
iXtiBivi] vb-qais, though difterent from that of voOj. 
We must not attribute will to the One, but_ we 
may say ‘ he is what he willed to be, for he posited 
himself.’ 

If the One did not generate the spiritual world, 
its activity, says Plotinus, would have been dor- 
mant and hidden. The objection, ‘ How can multi- 
plicity emanate from absolute unity ? ’ is answered 
hy boldly carrying the war into the enemy’s 
country. ‘ Can you show any reason why the First 
Good should remain stationary in itself? Is it 
envious ? Or is it impotent, though it is the source 


and potentiality of all things?’ Cv. vi. 1). As a 
mere metaphor, he bids us think of the effluence 
of light from the sun, which loses nothing by shin- 
ing. This is, as we now know, an unfortunate 
illustration ; but it does not affect the argument, 
since, as has been urged, the law of the expenditure 
of energy does not hold good for spiritual exist- 
ence. The One does not lose anything by creating 
spirit, but its power penetrates not only all the 
spiritual world, but the soul-world likewise, down 
to the lower coniines of being. We must remem- 
ber that there is no sharp division between the 
Absolute and spirit, nor between spirit and soul. 
Just as there is no obstacle to prevent soul from 
becoming spirit — ‘only then we call it no longer 
soul, but our Spirit’ — so there is no barrier between 
spirit and the One. The chain is unbroken 
throughout. Indeed, he says once, quite clearly, 
that spirit is the self-consciousness of the Absolute. 
"The One turned towards himself and looked, and 
this seeing is Spirit’ (V. i. 7). Keciprocally, 
‘Spirit, while thinking itself, thinks the One, for 
it thinks of itself as active, and the activity of all 
things turns towards the Good.’ All activity 
directed to spiritual ends is an unconscious con- 
templation of God. 

hen Plotinus calls the Absolute the Good, lie 
may seem to fall under the censure of Bradley, 
who proves that morality, as such, must be tran- 
scended in the Absolute. He explains, however, 
that it is only in relation to ourselves that this 
name can be given to the One. Moreover, he does 
not use ‘ the Good ’ in a moralistic sense. Virtue, 
he says truly, is not the Good, but a good (i. viii. 6). 
‘The Good’ is rather the Perfect — harmonious 
unity as the goal of desire. The Good is the ful- 
filment of the natural desire (Apejis) for self-com- 
pletion and self-transcendence, to which we are 
impelled by our nature. ‘ All things strive after 
life, immortality, and activity ’ Cn. vii. 20). 

We can know the unknowable, because we our- 
selves in our deepest ground are the unknowable. 
This is the foundation of the Plotinian mysticism, 
which comes in ns the crown of an all-embracing 
metaphysical system. The soul, when it has be- 
come spirit, has in a sense reached its goal j but 
even then it counts not itself to have appre- 
hended. Even in heaven there is the mystery of 
love for something beyond ; even the beatified 
spirit may still love and aspire. Even in this life 
moments are not denied us, though they are few, 
ivhen the soul is swept entirely out of itself and 
carried up into the ineffable region ‘ beyond exist- 
ence,’ where the One manifests himself in his 
majesty. 

* What is better/ he asks, * than the life of Spirit, most wise 
and sinless and faultless as it is ? . , . If we find nothing* better 
than Spirit, we will stop there. But no t we must mount still 
higher, to find the absolutely One and self-sufficing, on which 
all these things depend. It must be something above and 
beyond being. Is it enough to say this and then leave the sub- 
jeet? No, the soul is in travail and longing. Can we find a 
charm for this pain? It cannot come through the discursive 
reason, but some spiritual contact, about which we may 
reason afterwards, but not at the time. We must believe that 
the soul has truly seen, when it suddenly perceives a light. Wc 
must believe that God is present, when he comes into the 
bouse of him who invites him, and gives him life. . . . This is 
the soul’s true goal, to touch that Tight, and to behold it by 
means of that light itself, and not by any other light; even as 

, we see not the sun by any light except ite own ‘ (v. iii. 17). 

There are many other fine_ p^sages in the 
Enneads in which the beatific vision is described. In 
the last chapter he imagines a worsliipper at the 
mysteries led through the forecourts adomed with 
statues of the gods, and at the last admitted into 
the Holy of Holies itself. 

* And when the vision is over, the man will once more awake 
the virtue that is in him. . . . This is the life of the gods, and 
of godlike and blessed men, a release from all else here below, 
a life that takes no pleasure in earthly things, a flight of the 
alone to the Alone * (vi. Ix. 11), 
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The system of Plotinus has the appearance of 
mysticism superimposed upon rationalism, not 
unlike the philosophy of Spinoza, But it is not 
legitimate to limit mysticism to rapture or ecstasy. 
The central doctrine of mysticism is not that we 
can see God only in a state of swoon, hut that we 
can see only what we are. This principle is applied 
consistently by Plotinus at every stage of experi- 
ence. He uses it to confute in turn materialism, 
naturalism, and intellectualism, each of which is 
shown to be a synthesis from imperfect data, com'- 
posed by an imperfect instrument. At the final 
stage spirit itself is led to define itself against the 
background of a deeper mystery. In this sense 
mysticism is present and active throughout the 
whole scheme. Another fundamental doctrine of 
mysticism is that love is the key to all mysteries, 
the guide and revealer of all higher truth. Here 
also Plotinus applies a great principle to the whole 
of life. There is a half -unconscious upward striv- 
ing {itpecTK) in all creation, which groans and tra- 
vails to be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion. At the top of the ladder the voSs ipQv throbs 
with the amor intdlcctualis Dei, and at rare inter- 
vals feels that its passion is satisfied. The main 
difference between the mysticism of Plotinus and 
traditional Christian mj'sticism, as standardized 
in Roman Catholic manuals of ascetical theology, 
is that the ecstatic state is udth Plotinus an exceed- 
ingly rare phenomenon, encountered only at the 
summit of spiritual development; and it is note- 
worthy that his successors in the school do not 
cheapen it at all. Christian mj'sticism, on the 
other hand, speaks of such visitations as common 
in the early stages of the life of holiness, and 
Avams beginners not to think too much of them. 
Some female mystics are recorded to have spent a 
considerable fraction of their lives in a state of 
trance. This difference is in no ivay to be traced 
to the teachings of Christianity, ivhich gives no 
encouragement to the indulgence of violent reli- 
gious emotion. It is the result of the discipline of 
the cloister, and of the peculiar mental conditions 
induced by that kind of life. The Hellenic mind 
was averse from this kind of asceticism, and Plot- 
inus at any rate Avould not have approved of de- 
liberate self-hypnotization such as was practised 
by many medireval mystics. The sanity and calm 
of Neo-Platonic discipline preserved its votaries 
from the terrible reactions Avhich fill so large a 
place in the biographies of Christian mystics. 
There is not a trace in Plotinus of ‘ the dark night 
of the soul,’ or the experience of ‘dereliction.’ 
Even if we grant that the Greeks made too little 
of sin and repentance, the balance of good seems 
to be decidedly on the side of Plotinus and his 
disciples. And it must be remembered that no 
religious teacher appealed less to religious excite- 
ment than the Founder of Christianity. 

The mystical state is ahvays the result of intense 
mental concentration, Avhich Plotinus calls Sn-Awo-tr. 
The mind must be resolutely shut against all im- 
pressions from outside ; hence the language used 
oy all mystics about tlie blankness or darkness of 
the mind at the moment of vision. Plotinus ex- 
perienced this vision several times — ^Porphyry says 
four tinjes during his own association Avith him. 
But the importance of ecst.asy in Neo-Platonism 
has been as much exaggerated as that of NirA-ana 
in AA-estem books about Buddhism. What the 
doctrine of the One as the supreme object of loA-e 
really secures is that human spirits in their most 
exalted mood m.ay share not only a common life 
and a common happiness, but a common hope and 
a common prayer. 

The connexion of ethics Avith philosophy Avas 
becoming closer throughout the whole history of 
Greek thought. In Plotinus the two blend very 


completely. But there is not much— perhaps too 
little — about social and political morality in Plot- 
inus. He tells us that the ‘ political A'irtues’ must 
be acquired first, but touches very lightly upon 
them_. They are a preparatory stage ; next comes 
‘purification’ {Kd6apa-is). The soul must cleanse 
itself from external stains, and strip off its own 
loAA'er nature ; 

‘ Chisel away from thy soul what is superfluous, straighten 
that which is crooked, purify and enlipliten that ivhich is dark, 
and do not cease worl.-ing at thy statue until virtue shines 
before thine eyes with its divine splendour, and thou scest 
temperance seated in thy bosom in its holy purity' (i. vi. 9). 

Discipline of the thoughts is the most important 
part of this training; if the heart he kept pure, 
right action Avill folloAv almost necessarify. The 
simple life, rather tlian mortification of the flesh, 
is in harmony Avith Neo-Platonic ethics. JBut in 
the matter of love and marriage he is not mucli 
superior to his contemporaries. He sees that sen- 
suous indulgence rivets the chains AA'hich bind the 
soul to earth ; he does not see that the Jove of man 
and AA'oman, consecrated by marriage, may be the 
best initiation into heavenly love. The conflict 
AA'ith CA'il is a process of emancipation rather than 
a struggle with a hostile spiritual poAver. Human 
Avickedness is never absolute. ‘ Vice is still human, 
being mixed Avith something contrary to itself.’ 
Most sin is caused by ‘ false opinions ’ {^evSeU 
oifai), untrue valuations, and ignorance of all 
kinds. Goodness must be sought for its oAvn sake. 
‘ If any man seeks anything else in the good life, 
it is not the good life that he is seeking’ (I. iv. 12). 
The only true motive is the desire ‘ to become like 
to God.’ The ultimate good is to he something, 
nob to do something. Thus all virtues are in a 
sense a preparation for contemplation (Oeupla) ; and 
the three main roads Avhich lead us upAvard are the 
arts, philosophy, and love. The cult of beauty is 
thus, as for Plato himself, an indispensable part of 
the moral life. But ‘ beauty’ is an attribute not 
only of visible forms, but still more of noble actions 
and noble thoughts. Plotinus Avould have us ad- 
mire truly, think truly, and love traly— these 
three, in his vieAV, ‘ lead life to soA'ereign power. 
The great sin is selfishness or self-AvUl, Avhich 
makes us ‘ forget our Father.’ The separate self is 
a figment ; Ave are members one of another, and 
may be compared to a choir Avhich sings out of 
timcAvIien it ceases to look at the conductor. The 
Plotinian ethic is theocentric, but not unsocial. 

Plotinus himself felt no need of the 
mythology and Avorship. He surprised his di.sciples 
by his indifference to the externals of religion ; 
and, Avhen they ventured to question him on tlie 
subject, he replied, ‘It is for the gods to come to 
me, not for me to go to them.’ In this attitude be 
differed greatly from his most famous successor, 
Proclus, Avho spent much of his time at the temples, 
engaged in deA'otional exercises. Plotinus uses the 
names of the gods to serve as an allegorical present- 
ment of his system. They have no reality for hua. 
But lie leaA'es room for them by_ his doctrine that 
the uniA'erse contains many beings more diA’ine 
tiian man— dceinons, and gods, Avho are drcinons of_a 
superior order. He belicA’CS in magip, like all his 
contemporaries, and to some extent in astroloCT '• 
but he reduces these beliefs as much as is possible 
Avithout abandoning them. He attaches import- 
ance to prayer, but prefers ‘ the prayer of quiet, 
AA'hich does not oiler petitions. He does not en- 
courage us to pray for deliverance from earthlj 
calamities. Some of these are necessary in a uni- 
A'erse constituted like ours ; others haA'c their ap- 
propriate remedy (e.ff., if a nation AA-ishes to avoui 
servitude, it must learn to fight); and all of them 
lire of smfill ucconnt to nn iiiirnortal vho 

knoTA's that he is only a temporal .sojourner in a 
AA'orld AA'here such things Impjien. The soul is not in 
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jured ty such occurrences, and we should hear public 
and private calamities philosophically. Death only 
means that ‘ the actor changes his mask.’ We may 
trust that Providence orders all for the best. 

3. Neo-Platonism after Plotinus. — The appear- 
ance of a great speculative genius like Plotinus in 
a period so barren of originality as the 3rd cent, of 
our era had an immediate and decisive influence 
on the future of Greek philosophy. The school of 
Plotinus swallowed up and absorbed all other 
systems. A hundred years after his deatli 
liunapius could say that he was more read than 
Plato himself, and adds quite justly, that his fame 
is very largely due to his disciple Porphyry. 

(а) Porphyry . — Porphyry (he took this name as 
the Greek equivalent of his Syrian name Malchus 
=Melek, a king) was horn in 233 and died soon 
after 300. He is best known as a formidable 
opponent of Christianity ; but our present subject 
is his influence upon the development of Neo- 
Platonism. He was mainly an expositor and com- 
mentator, his writings being afterwards much used 
for educational purposes ; and it is to him that we 
owe the preservation of Plotinus’s own writings. 
So far as we can judge from the rather scanty 
remains of his numerous books, he attempted to 
schematize the progress of the soul from the lower 
to the higher virtues more thoroughly than his 
master had done, and laid much more stress on 
asceticism, especially on abstinence from a flesh- 
diet. The philosopher, he held, ought not to live 
like the rest of mankind, but to follow rules like 
those which priests, who have accepted the obliga- 
tion to lead a holier life than other men, lay down 
for themselves {de Abstincntia, 4, 18). He denied 
the transmigration of human souls into animal 
bodies, which Plotinus had accepted, though 
perhaps not (juite seriously. Porphyry was a 
devout and highly moral man, of a somewhat 
sombre and fanatical temperament; on one occa- 
sion Plotinus had to dissuade him from taking iiis 
own life. He was dutifullj' credulous of his own 
mythology, though his rationalist attacks upon 
the NT miracles showed much acuteness. Augus- 
tine, writing, of course, after his death, pointed 
out that some of his beliefs were derived ‘ not from 
Plato, but from his Chaldsean masters,’ and that 
the Chaldman superstitions which he favoured 
were as criminal by Roman law as Christianity 
itself. 

(б) lamhlichtis and others. — lamblichus, another 
Syrian, had been a pupil of Porphyry. He was a 
more considerable philosopher than his teacher. 
He showed his independence by teaching that 
every soul must descend and ascend periodically ; 
there is no permanentabode in heaven for any one. 
The soul also descends entire, and is not impecc- 
able. ‘ If the will sins,’ he asks, ‘ how can the 
soul be sinless 1’ {el h irpoalpeas anaprivei, irws 
&va,fiipTr)Tos 7 ; '/'ux’5 ; Proclus, in Tim. 341). He 
also developed the triadic arrangement of the 
stages of emanation. The scheme of lamblichus 
is nevertheless a religion, of the Gnostic type, 
rather than a philosophy. He turns the ideas and 
hypostases of Plotinus into gods and dcemons, and 
leaves the door wide open for magic and theurgy, 
though he does not seem to have encouraged these 
superstitions deliberately. At any rate he laughed 
(a rare event with him) when asked whether it was 
true that he sometimes floated in the air while 
saying his prayers. He is throughout more in 
sympathy with the Pythagoreans tlian with the 
Platonic tradition. lamblichus died about 330. 

The names of several lesser men, belonging to 
the school of lamblichus, are preserved. Julian 
was himself a philosopher of this school, and his 
brief reign raised the hopes of the pagans, who 
were now clearly on the losing side. Neo-Platonism 


had definitely committed its fortunes to the sinking 
ship of paganism ; and, as the abler minds trans- 
ferred tlieir allegiance to Christianity, carrying 
with them most of what was vital and permanently 
valuable in the philosoplij^ of the later paganism, 
the Hellenists were driven more and more to relj% 
not upon the independent speculations of the great 
Greek thinkers, but upon the inertia of religious 
conservatism. The dividing-line between Christians 
and pag.ans was mainlj' the question of loyalty to 
the Hellenic tradition. The battle was not so 
much between Plato and St. Paul as between 
Homer and Moses. The real objection felt against 
Christianity was that it was the religion of ‘ bar- 
barians.’ . One of the 4th cent. Neo-Platonists, 
Antoninus, predicted plaintively that ‘ a fabulous 
and formless darkness is about to tyrannize over 
all that is beautiful on earth.’ Philosophically, 
this Syrian school is of very little interest after 
lamblichus. 

The next event in the history of the school is its 
capture of the professorial chair of Platonism in 
Athens. About 400, Plutarch, a member of the 
school of Plotinus and lamblichus, became the 
Diadochus. Plutarch was followed by Syrianus, 
Syrlanus by Proclus, who next to Plotinus is the 
greatest among the Neo-Platonists. 

(c) Proclus . — Proclus was born in 410, at Con- 
stantinople, of a Lycian family. He studied first 
in Alexandria, and came to Athens at the age of 
nineteen, where both Plutarch (in spite of his great 
age) and Syrianus taught him. In 438 he became 
head of the school, and held the office till his 
death in 485. He was a man of great amiability 
and attractiveness, in spite of a slightly hasty 
temper. His life was that of a busy college tutor. 
He lectured five times a day, and wrote volumin- 
ously, but still found time to give his evenings to 
his pupils, and to take an active part in municipal 
business. This is the more remarkable as he was 
zealous in his religious exercises, worshipping the 
sun three times a day, observing all the holy days 
of the Egyptian ealendar, and spending part of the 
night in prayer, praise, and sacrifice. His religion 
was an amalgamation of various cults, and has 
been compared to Comte’s ‘ religion of humanity.’ 
Legends gathered round him in his life-time. He 
was frequently visited by the gods in person, and 
was a great miracle-worker. It may be doubted 
whether Proclus himself ever encouraged these 
stories. He was too much in earnest about 
philosophy to wish it to be submerged by theurgy 
and magic. 

Proclus carries much further the method of 
finding triads in every stage of emanation. There 
are traces of this in Plotinus, and from Porphyry 
downw.ards this schematism becomes more popular 
and more arbitrary. Every creative energy pro- 
duces things like itself, but less perfect. These 
strive to return to their source. There is there- 
fore a universal circular movement away from and 
back to the creative source. The three stages are 
called ftorj), irpooSoj, ir-i(TTpo(jiii, and we find these 
circles everywhere in nature. But the energy of 
the One extends down to the lowest of created 
things — a direct energy, in which the intermediate 
causes have no share. Plotinus {Enn. iv. viii. 6) 
had taught that the activity of the One extends as 
far as matter, and, in spite of some critics, there 
does not seem to be any real diflerence between 
the two philosojihers on this point. The One is 
ip-idcKTov, which means that all its activity is 
‘ transitive.’ The creatures are informed by it, 
but they in no way share it among them. This 
doctrine of detached causes extends to other grades 
of being, and is rather obscure. It is connected 
with the interpolation of new intermediate terms, 
such as the ‘independent henads’ {avToreXeis 
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The system of Plotinus has the appearance of 
mysticism superimposed upon rationalism, not 
unlike the plulosoph 3 ' of Spinoza. But it is not 
legitimate to limit mysticism to rapture or ecstasy. 
The central doctrine of mysticism is not that we 
can see God only in a state of swoon, hut that we 
can see only what we are. This principle is applied 
consistently by Plotinus at every stage of e.xperi- 
ence. He uses it to confute in turn materialism, 
naturalism, and intellectnalisni, each of which is 
sho'\vn to be a synthesis from imperfect data, com- 
posed by an imperfect instrument. At the final 
sta"e spirit itself is led to define itself against the 
background of a deeper mystery. In tliis sense 
mysticism is present and active throughout the 
whole scheme. Another fundamental doctrine of 
mysticism is that love is the key to all mysteries, 
the guide and revealer of all higher truth. Here 
also Plotinus applies a great principle to the whole 
of life. There is a half-unconstious upward striv- 
ing (Icfiecis) in all creation, which groans and tra- 
vails to be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion. At the top of the ladder the vods ipuv throbs 
with the amor intellectvalis Dei, and at rare inter- 
vals feels that its passion is satisfied. The main 
difiference between the m}’sticism of Plotinus and 
traditional Christian mj-sticism, as standardized 
in Roman Catholic manuals of ascetical theology, 
is that the ecstatic state is u-ith Plotinus an exceed- 
ingly rare phenomenon, encountered only at the 
summit of spiritual development; and it is note- 
worthy that his successors in the school do nob 
cheapen it at all. Christian mj’sticism, on the 
other hand, speaks of such visitations as common 
in the early stages of the life of holiness, and 
warns beginners not to think too much of them. 
Some female mystics are recorded to have spent a 
considerable fraction of their lives in a state of 
trance. This difference is in no way to be traced 
to the teachings of Christianity, which gives no 
encouragement to the indulgence of violent reli- 
gious emotion. It is the result of the discipline of 
the cloister, and of the peculiar mental conditions 
induced by that kind of life. The Hellenic mind 
was averse from this kind of asceticism, and Plot- 
inus at any rate would not have approved of de- 
liberate self-hj'pnotization such as was practised 
by many medimval mystics. The sanity and calm 
of Neo-Platonic discipline preserved its votaries 
from the terrible reactions which fill so large a 
place in the biographies of Cliristian mystics. 
There is not a trace in Plotinus of ‘ the dark night 
of the soul,’ or the experience of ‘dereliction.’ 
Even if we grant that the Greeks made too little 
of sin and repentance, the balance of good seems 
to be decidedlj’ on the side of Plotinus and his 
disciples. And it must be remembered that no 
religious teacher appealed less to religious excite- 
ment than the Founder of Christianitj'. 

The mystical state is always the result of intense 
mental concentration, which Plotinus calls fin-Xwo-ji. 
The mind must be resolutely shut against all im- 
ressions from outside ; hence the language used 
y all mystics about the blankness or darkness of 
the mind at the moment of vision. Plotinus e.x- 
perienced this vision several times — Porphyry says 
lour times during his own association with him. 
But the importance of ecst.osy in Neo-Platonism 
has been as much exaggerated as that of Nirvana 
in western books about Buddhism. XVliat the 
doctrine of the One as the supreme object of love 
reallj- secures is that human spirits in their most 
ex.alted mood may share not only a common life 
and a common happiness, but a common hope and 
a common prayer. 

The connexion of ethics ^vith philosophj' was 
Incoming closer throughout the whole liistory of 
Greek thought. In Plotinus the two blend veiy 


completelj'. But there is not much — perhaps too 
little — about social and political morality in Plot- 
inus. He tells us that the 'political virtues 'must 
be acquired first, but touches very lightly upon 
them. They are a preparatory stage ; next comes 
I purification ’ {Kddapait). The soul must cleanse 
itself from external stains, and strip off its own 
lower nature : 

* Chisel n\ra 3 - from thy soul what is superfluous, straighten 
that which is crooked, purity and enlighten that which is dark, 
and do not cease working at thy statue until virtue shines 
before thine eyes with its divine splendour, and thou secst 
temperance seated in thy bosom in its holy purity ’ (i. vi. 9). 

Discipline of the thoughts is the most important 
part of this training; if the heart be kept pure, 
right action will follow almost necessarily. The 
simple life, rather than mortification of the flesh, 
is in harmony with Neo-Platonic ethics. But in 
the matter of love and marriage he is not much 
superior to his contemporaries. He sees that sen- 
suous indulgence rivets the chains which bind the 
soul to earth ; he does not see that the love of man 
and woman, consecrated by marriage, may be the 
best initiation into heavenly love. The conflict 
with evil is a process of emancipation rather than 
a struggle with a hostile spiritual power. Human 
wickedness is never absolute. ‘ Vice is still human, 
being mixed with somethin" contrary to itself.’ 
Most sin is caused by ‘ false opinions ’ 

S6^at), untrue valuations, and ignorance of all 
kinds. Goodness must be sought for its own sake. 
‘ If any man seeks anj’thing mse in the good life, 
it is not the good life that he is seeking’ (I. iv. 12). 
The only true motive is the desire ‘ to become like 
to God.’ Tile ifltimate good is to be something, 
not to do something. 'Thus all lirtues are in a 
sense a preparation for contemplation (Bcupla .) ; and 
the three main roads which lead us upivard are the 
arts, philosophy, and love. The cult of beautj' is 
thus, as for Plato himself, an indispensable part of 
the moral life. But ‘beauty’ is an attribute not 
only of visible forms, but still more of noble actions 
and noble thoughts. Plotinus would have us ad- 
mire trulj', think truly, and love truly — these 
three, in his view, ‘ lead life to sovereign power.’ 
The great sin is selfishness or self-will, which 
makes us ‘ forget our Father.’ The separate self is 
a figment ; we are members one of another, and 
maj' be compared to a choir which sings out of 
time when it ceases to look at the conductor. The 
Plotinian ethic is theocentric, but not unsocial. 

Plotinus himself felt no need of the popular 
mythology and worship. He surprised his disciples 
by his indifference to the externals of religion ; 
and, when they ventured to question him on the 
subject, he replied, ‘It is for the gods to come to 
me, not for me to go to them.’ In this attitude he 
differed greatly from his most famous successor, 
Proclus, who spent much of bis time at the temples, 
engaged in devotional exercises. Plotinus uses the 
names of the gods to serve as an allegorical present- 
ment of his system. They have no reality for him. 
But he leaves room for them by his doctrine that 
the universe contains many beings more divine 
than man — dminons, and gods,_who are dreraons of a 
superior order. He believes in magic, like all his 
contemporaries, and to some extent in astrology : 
but he reduces these beliefs as much as is possible 
without abandoning them. He attaches import- 
ance to prayer, but prefers ‘ the prayer of quiet, 
which does not offer petitions. He does not en- 
coura"e us to pra^' for deliv'erance froni earthly 
calanuties. Some of these are necessary in a uni- 
verse constituted like ours ; others have their ap- 
propriate remedy (c.y., if a nation wishes to avoid 
servitude, it must learn to fight); and all of them 
are of small account to an immortal_ being, who 
knows that he is only a temporary sojourner in a 
world where such things hajipen. The soul is not in 
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jured by such occurrences, and we sliould bear public 
and private calamities philosophically. Death only 
means that ‘ the actor changes his mask.’ "VVe may 
trust that Providence orders all for the best. 

3. Neo-Platonism after Plotinus. — The appear- 
ance of a great speculative genius like Plotinus in 
a period so barren of originality as the 3rd cent, of 
our era had an immediate and decisive influence 
on the future of Greek philosophy. The school of 
Plotinus swallowed up aud absorbed all other 
systems. A hundred years after his death 
Eunapius could saj' that he was more read than 
Plato himself, and adds quite justly that his fame 
is very largely due to his disciple Porphyry. 

(а) Porphyry . — Porphyry (he took this name as 
the Greek equivalent of his Syrian name Malchus 
= Melek, a king) was bom in 233 and died soon 
after 300. He is best known as a formidable 
opponent of Christianity ; but our present subject 
is his influence upon the development of Neo- 
platonism. He was mainly an expositor and com- 
mentator, his writings being afterwards much used 
for educational purposes ; .and it is to him that we 
owe the preservation of Plotinus’s own writings. 
So far as we can judge from the rather scanty 
remains of his numerous books, he attempted to 
schematize the progress of the soul from the lower 
to the higher virtues more thoroughly than his 
master bad done, and laid much more stress on 
asceticism, especially on abstinence from a flesh- 
diet. The philosopher, he held, ought not to live 
like the rest of mankind, but to follow rules like 
those which priests, who have accepted the obliga- 
tion to lead a holier life than other men, lay down 
for themselves (de Abstinentia, 4, 18). He denied 
the transmigration of human souls into animal 
bodies, which Plotinus had accepted, though 
perhaps not quite seriously. Porphyry was a 
devout and highly moral man, of a somewhat 
sombre and fanatical temperament; on one occa- 
sion Plotinus had to dissuade him from taking his 
own life. He was dutifully credulous of his own 
mythology, though his rationalist attacks upon 
the NT miracles showed much acuteness. Augus- 
tine, writing, of course, after his death, pointed 
out that some of his beliefs wore derived ‘not from 
Plato, but from his Chaldman masters,’ and that 
the Chaldwan superstitions which he favoured 
were as criminal by Roman law as Christianity 
itself. 

(б) lamblichtis and others. — lamblichus, another 
Syrian, had been a pupil of Porphyry. He was a 
more considerable philosopher than his teacher. 
He showed his independence b3' teaching that 
every soul must descend and ascend periodically ; 
there is no permanent abode in heaven for any one. 
The soul also descends entire, and is not impecc- 
.able. ‘ If the will sins,’ he asks, ‘ how can the 
soul be sinless ? ’ {el r) irpoaipecrts a/xaprdvet, vws 
dva/idpTtjTos p 1 Proclus, in Twi. 341). He 
also developed the triadic arrangement of the 
stages of emanation. The scheme of lamblichus 
is nevertheless a religion, of the Gnostic type, 
rather than a philosopliy. He turns the ideas and 
hypostases of Plotinus into gods and dtemons, and 
leaves the door wide open for magic .and theurgy, 
though he does not seem to have encouraged these 
superstitions deliberately. At any rate he laughed 
(a rare event with him) when asked whether it was 
true that he sometimes floated in the air while 
saying his prayers. He is throughout more in 
sympathy with the Pythagoreans than with the 
Platonic tradition. lamblichus died about 330. 

The names of several lesser men, belonging to 
the school of lamblichus, are preserved. .luli.an 
was himself a philosopher of this school, and his 
brief reign raised the hopes of the pagans, who 
were no^^' clearly on the losing side. Neo-Platonism 


had definitely eommitted its fortunes to the sinking 
ship of paganism ; and, as the abler minds trans- 
ferred their allegiance to Christianity, carrying 
with them most of what was vital and permanently 
valu.able in the philosophy of the later p.aganism, 
the Hellenists were driven more and more to rely, 
not upon the independent speculations of the great 
Greek thinkers, but upon the inertia of religious 
conserv'atism. The dividing-line between Christiana 
and pagans was mainly the question of loyalty to 
the Hellenic tradition. The battle was not so 
much between Plato and St. Paul as between 
Homer and Moses. The re.al objection felt against 
Christianity was that it was the religion of ‘ bar- 
barians.’ One of the 4th cent. Neo-Platonists, 
Antoninus, predicted plaintively that ‘ a fabulous 
and formless darkness is about to tyrannize over 
all th.at is beautiful on earth.’ Philosophically, 
this Sj’rian school is of very little interest after 
lamblichus. 

The next event in the history of the school is its 
capture of the professorial chair of Platonism in 
Athens. About 400, Plutarch, a member of the 
school of Plotinus and lamblichus, became the 
Diadochus. Plutarch was followed by Syrianus, 
Syrianus by Proclus, who next to Plotinus is the 
greatest among the Neo-Platonists. 

(c) Proclus . — Proclus was born in 410, at Con- 
stantino])le, of a Lycian family. He studied first 
in Alexandria, and came to Athens at the age of 
nineteen, where both Plutarch (in spite of his great 
age) and Syrianus taught him. In 438 he became 
head of the school, and held the office till his 
death in 485. He was a man of great amiability 
and attractiveness, in .spite of a slightly hasty 
temper. His life was that of a busy college tutor. 
He lectured five times a day, and wrote volumin- 
ously, but still found time to give his evenings to 
his pupils, and to take an active part in municipal 
business. This is the more remarkable as he was 
zealous in his religious exercises, worshipping the 
sun three times a day, observing all the Imlj’- days 
of the Egyptian calendar, and spending part of the 
night in prayer, praise, and sacrifice. His religion 
was an amalgamation of various cults, and has 
been compared to Comte’s ‘ religion of humanity.’ 
Legends gathered round him in his life-time. He 
was frequently visited by the gods in person, and 
was a great miracle-worker. It may be doubted 
wliether Proclus himself ever encouraged these 
stories. He was too much in earnest about 
philosophy to wish it to be submerged by theurgy 
and magic. 

Proclus carries much further the method of 
finding triads in every stage of emanation. There 
are traces of this in Plotinus, and from Porphyry 
downwards this schematism becomes more popular 
and more arbitrary. Every creative energy pro- 
duces things like itself, but less perfect. These 
strive to return to their source. There is there- 
fore a universal circular movement away from and 
back to the creative source. The three stages are 
called povii, irpooSoi, itricnpoip-q, and we find these 
circles everywhere in nature. But the energy of 
the One extends down to the lowest of created 
things — a direct energy, in which the intermediate 
causes have no share. Plotinus {Enri. iv. viii. 6) 
had taught that the activity of the One extends as 
far as matter, and, in spite of some critics, there 
does not seem to be any real difference between 
the two philoso])hers on this point. The One is 
dpiBeKTov, which means that all its activity is 
‘transitive.’ The creatures are informed by it, 
but they in no way share it among them. This 
doctrine of detached causes extends to other grades 
of being, and is rather obscure. It is connected 
with the interpolation of new intermediate terms, 
such as the ‘independent henads’ (oiVoreXelj 
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MSes), •which are the gods, and are above being 
and life and spirit. This difficult doctrine is at 
any rate intenaed to carry the source of plurality 
above the world of roOr. It might be made the 
basis of a metaphysical pluralism. 

Critics have rightly discerned ‘ scholasticism ’ in 
Proclus. He relies almost exclusively on deduc- 
tion, which assumes that philosopiiy is a system of 
known truths, and that the mission of the philo- 
sopher is to place them in logical order and perfect 
clearness (Chaignet, Psychol, des Grecs, v. 297). 
This apparent rigour of method more often obscures 
than illuminates the great and simple ideas of 
Plotinus. It is, however, not strange that Hegel 
admired him ; for not only do the triads of Proclus 
anticipate to some extent the thesis, antithesis, 
and reconciliation of Hegelianism, but the doctrine 
that God arrives at self-consciousness in and by 
the world is not far off in the speculation of this 
Neo-Platonist. Bigg thinks that it would be as 
easy to drop Platonism out of Proclus as polytheism 
out of Plotinus (Neoplatonism, p. 325). This is 
going rather too far ; out Proclus sometimes comes 
very near to the Gnostics, whom Plotinus, in the 
name of Plato, combated so strongly. 

Proclus abounds in excellent philosophical aphor- 
isms, such as : 

‘Three things make the perfection of divine beings and 
supreme principles— the good, science, beauty ; there are three 
things inferior to these, but which penetrate all the divine 
orders— faith, truth, and love (Theol. Plat. i. 1). (Porphyry 
had already adopted the Christian theological virtues, only 
adding 'truth' as a fourth, and changing aydin) into <pws.) 
•Discovery la a silence of the soul' (i.e. we only learn to know 
God when the soul is passive). ‘The soul is the world of life* 
(xtiriio! foinnor, in Tim. 172). ‘ The movement of life is towards 
the Good, of thought towards Being’ (ib. 220). ‘ Do nothing in 
vain, for God and nature do nothing in vain ’ (in Aleib. 3. 94). 

‘ All things pray except him to whom all things pray ’ (in Tim. 
65). ' Evil Is not a disease or a poverty but a wickedness of the 

soul ’ (ib. 835). 

(d) Successors of Proclus. — The succession of the 
Diadochi ran on after Proclus for over forty years, 
through Marinus, Isidorus, Zenodotus, Hegias, and 
DamasciM. Simplicius, a member of the school, 
was writing his valuable commentary on Aristotle. 
Damascius seems to have been the ablest of 
Proclus’s successors ; his work on Problems con- 
nected with First Principles is extant. He empha- 
sizes the impossibility of making any assertions 
about the unknowable Absolute. Then the blow 
fell which brought to an end the teaching of philo- 
sophy in Athens, after 800 years. Justinian, 
anxious to win a reputation for orthodoxy, closed 
the lecture-rooms and confiscated the endowments. 
Damascius and his friends determined to go out- 
side the Roman Empire altogether, and repaired 
to the court of Chosroes in Persia. They were 
woefully disappointed in the East as a home for 
philosophers, and returned to Europe, Chosroes 
generously securing for them a promise from 
Justinian that they should be unmolested. They 
continued to write commentaries for several years 
longer. 

4. Influence of Neo-Platonism on Christianity. 
— ^There was in the 3rd and 4th centuries so much 
friendly interchange of ideas between Christians 
and pag.ans, e.specially at Alexandria, th.it, .is 
Hamaclc has recently suown (IIJ x. [1911-12] Go tt’.), 
there is very' little difference between Porphyry 
and his Christian contemn^nraries in their gener.'il 
view of life and duty. The great le.sson wliicli 
Christianity had to learn from the Platoni.sts was 
the meaning of ‘ God is Spirit.’ Tlie idea of time- 
less and incorporeal existence was accepted by the 
Cliurch, but not witliout much difficulty. Ter- 
tullian is still materialistic, and even Augustine 
believed, before his conversion, that Christianity 
was committed to the doctrine that God has a 
body. The accept.ince of Greek idealism neces- 
sariij* modified the beliefs about tiie future life. 


though here there was hardly an attempt to gain 
consistency. EschatoloCT everywhere is n con- 
geries of incompatible hopes and contradictoiy 
symbols. Origen was an elder contcniporary of 
Plotinus, and we can hardly speak of Neo-Platonic 
influence in his case, though he was doubtless 
acquainted with Ammonius Saccas. The Cappa- 
docian Fathers, Basil and the two Gregorys, are 
full of Plotinian ideas (see art. Cappadocian 
Theology). But it is with Augustine that the 
stream of _Neo-Platonic influence flows strongly 
into Christian theology. Augustine was converted 
first to Platonism, and came through Platonism 
to Christianity. His early ■WTitings are steeped 
in Plotinus, wliom he knew in a Latin translation, 
and some of the most famous passages in the Con- 
fessions show reminiscences of tlie Enncacls. 
Even in later life, when the philosopher in Augus- 
tine was almost extinguished by the bishop and 
Church Fatlier, the influence of Neo-Platonism 
upon his theology remained great. Passing over 
the hymn-writer, Synesius, who apostrophizes the 
Deity as ivht ayvi], poviSuiv /lordr re 

vptirt], we strike another channel of Neo-Platonio 
influence in ‘Dionysius the Areopagite,’ whoso 
works were treated with reverence in the Church 
as the work of St. Paul’s Athenian convert. 

‘ Dionysius ’ may have been a pupil of P.voolus, and 
was certainly influenced by nim. BoSvhjus (put 
to death in 624; represents an eclectic Neo- 
Platonism mainly concerned ■with ethics. He and 
Macrobius, who also quotes the Neo-Platonists, 
were widely read in the Middle Ages. In the 9lli 
cent. J ohn Scotus Erigena bridges the gulf between 
Neo-Platonism and Catholic scholasticism. The 
Arabian philosophers were about equally indebted 
to Aristotle and to the Neo-Platonists, whose 
writings they were unable to distinguisli from each 
other. Thomas Aquinas often quotes Dionysius ; 
and the influence of Neo-Platomc doctrines upon 
Dante (in the Paradiso) is well known. Duns 
Scotus was a student of the _Fons Vitas of Ibn 
Gabirol (Avicebron), which is a Neo-Platonio 
treatise. Some of the heretical mystics of the 12th 
and 13th centuries held doctrines akin to those of 
Plotinus and Proclus. Such were David of Dinant, 
Amalric, and Joachim of Flore, At the Renais- 
sance there was a violent anti-Ai'istotolian reac- 
tion, whicii rested on Plotinus as much as on Plato. 
Marsilio Ficino published a Latin version of the 
Enneads in 1492. Bruno and Campanella smzed 
the nature-loving and half-pantheistic side of 
inus, and preached a nature-mysticism not unlike 
that of Wordsworth, In England the little school 
of Cambridge Platonists (q.v.), in the 17th cent., 
tried to revive the diligent study of Plotinus. 
Berkeley’s Siris is a Neo-Platonic essay. More 
important is the influence of Plotinus on Gerumn 
philosopiiy. Eckhart, however he arrived at his 
position, was purely and simplj’ a Christian Neo- 
Platonist ; ana Boehine was a kindred spirit. 1 rom 
these pioneer-s, ns may be tr.aced in any German 
history of philosophy, was handed down_ And de- 
veloped the great edifice of modern idealism. 
Platonism has also had n very marked influence 
upon English poetry, notably upon Spenser, 
Wordsworth, and Shelley. AsEunapiussays, liie 
fire still bums on the altars of Plotinus.’ 

S. Permanent value of Neo-Platopism. 'J >nt- 
taker reminds us that Neo-Platonism is, metaphysi- 
cally, the niaturest thought that the European 

world has seen : .v,- 

‘ Tlic modem time has nothinz to show comparabio to « 
tinuous quest ot truth about rcalitv during ot lnWK. 

ual liberty that lasted for o thousand years (TAr .'.eoph.mU.J, 

bur educational method of treating Greek philo- 
ophy ns if it came to an end with Aristotle, or 
vitii the Stoics and Epicureans, is most unfortnn- 
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ate. It directly encourages the sheer ignorance or 
superficial knowledge wTiich has interfered with 
any really intelligent and respectful study of the 
latest stage in the great debate. The Neo-Pla- 
tonists are dismissed as pagans who, if they had 
had more sense, would have been Christians, as 
examples of ‘extreme dualism’ in philosophy, or 
as dreamy mystics whose ambition was to ‘ swoon 
into the Absolute.’ Such views could hardly sur- 
vive a diligent study of the Enneads. In the 
opinion of the present writer, Plotinus is one of 
the great thinkers of the world, Avhose philosophy 
is still of the utmost value to humanitj'. We shall 
not go to him for sound physical science, nor for 
instruction how to discharge the duties of a good 
citizen under a democracy. But even here we 
cannot help thinkin" that his theory of recurrent 
cycles, during which worlds are made, unmade, 
and remade, is far more scientific than the views 
which are popularly held ; and that the scale of 
values which he gives us would, if adopted, promote 
a far more satisfactory social order than that under 
which we live. His idealistic ontology, which 
finally disposes of materialism without making the 
phenomenal world unreal and meaningless, comes 
near to solving one of our deepest problems. That 
his philosophy is throughout religious and ethical 
means that lie has not left out the liighest of 
human interests. The one defect in a grand con- 
structive effort seems to be that on which Augus- 
tine laid his finger. ‘ The word made flesh — tliat 
found I not among them.’ In other words, it is 
an error to make the highest Principle e.xempt 
from suffering. It is, as Plotinus knew, no neces- 
sity of the divine nature to plunge in the river of 
becoming ; but it is part of the divine character to 
pity and redeem by a costing effort. An incarna- 
tional philosophy of religion, which teaches that 
the Son of God comes to seek and save the lost, 
has a profound effect upon the character of him 
who accepts it. Por it becomes our duty and 
privilege to ‘ imitate the providence of God ’ by 
making sacrifices ourselves in order to help our 
brethren. This great truth, which Christianity 
can supply, does not seem to be incompatible with 
the ground-principles of Neo-Platonism. Bather 
it was assumed too lightly by Plotinus that spirit 
and higher soul must be inaccessible to pain and 
conflict, as also to sin. But, if the soul ‘comes 
down,’ it accepts the conditions of the world into 
which it comes : an invulnerable soul would not 
have truly ‘come down’ at all. With this excep- 
tion, which is easily made good, the modern truth- 
seeker may well say of Plotinus what Plotinus said 
of Arnmonius — toOtov ii-firovv, 
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Leipzig, 1850 (text without notes, the Enneads rearranged in 
chronological order); H. F. Muller, Berlin, 1878; R. Volk- 
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tics of Porphyry, and the Inslitutio Theologiea of Proclus. 
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Berlin, 1881; L. Grandgeorge, Saint Augustin et le nto- 
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1., Paris, 1845 ; E. Vachcrot, Hist, critique de Vicole d'Alexan- 
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zig, 1903, last vol. ; A. E. Chaignet, Hist, de la Psychologic 
des Grecs, iv. and v., Paris, 1893 (the fullest and in some ways the 
best account of the whole school ; vol, iv. is devoted to Plotinus, 
vol. V. to the later Neo-Platonists); F. Ueberweg and M. 
Heinze, Grundriss der Gesch. der Phil., i., ■ Das Altherthum,’ 
Berlin, 1894 (very full bibliography both for Plotinus and for his 
successors) ; H. Siebeck, Gesch. der Psychologic, Gotha, 1884 ; 
A. W. Benn, The Greek Philosophers, London, 1882 (chapter 
on the spiritualism of Plotinus valuable) ; C. Bigg, Neoplaton- 
ism, do. 1895 (a good popular account of the whole subject); T. 
Whittaker, The Neoplatonists, Cambridge, 1901 (an admirable 

work); A. Drews, Plotin, Jena, lOn- *.■ 

too much under the influence of F . ; : ; 

Ca.iTd,EeolutionofTheotogyinthei- ■ » ■ . 

1904, li. ; R. Eucken, chapter on '■ ' .. 

ungen der grossen DenkerS, Leipzig, 1909 ; B. A. G. Fuller, 
The Problem of Evil in Plotinus, Cambridge, 1912. 

The writer of this article has long been engaged on a detailed 
study of Plotinus, which is now nearing completion. 

For the later Neo-Platonists, the bibliography in Ueberweg- 
Heinze may be consulted. W. INGB. 

NEO - PYTHAGOREANISM. — Neo-Pytha- 
goreanism was one among many kindred phen- 
omena resultant upon the spiritual commotion 
which marked the gradual decline of classical 
culture and, at length, ended in the triumph of the 
Christian Church. It may be dated after the 
‘death of the oracles’ in the time of Nero and his 
immediate successors (cf. Tacitus, Hist. i. 2), 
although presages of it occurred long before (e.g., 
the Bacchanalian affair; cf. Livy, xxxix. 8f.). 
Thus, despite his acquaintance with its ascetic 
discipline from youth (Ep. 108, 17), Seneca asserts 
towards the close of his life (c. A.D. 62) that the 
Pythagorean school had ceased to have an organiza- 
tion (Nat. Quccst. vii. 32). Possibly this was 
because he associated it with the school of the 
Sextii which, as he says in the same place, dis- 
appeared rapidly. But, although he was uncon- 
scious of it (failing to recognize nis own defection 
from the ‘ old ’ Stoa), another reason probably had 
greater weight. Alexander and Aristotle dead, 
an era of change overtook the Hellenic spirit. 
Greek religion, having crystallized at the point 
where the mythological deposit was greatest, fell 
behind the intellectual consciousness of the race. 
The deeper insight sutt'ered as a consequence. 
'First philosophy’ came to be confounded 4vith 
impossible superstition. For the mysticism associ- 
ated traditionally with Pythagoras, the sublime 
intuition of Polygnotus (cf. Aristotle, Poet, ii. 2), 
and the immaterialism of Plato as seen in the 
Philebtis, Parmenides, Pheednts, and especially 
Timwus, failed to retain a hold upon a people 
forced by its critical genius into rationalistic 
natural religion and pragmatic ethics. Seneca 
lived at a time when this pliase had nearly passed, 
when profound yearning for a positive, personal 
faith was beginning to manifest itself in reversion 
to Platonizing immaterialism and to venerable 
theosophy, but when the intellectual sobriety of 
the schools still retained much of its authority (cf. 
W. W. Fowler, The Beligious Experience of the 
Roman People, Oxford, 1911, lects. xv., xvii.). 
And, as he missed the significance of men like 
Posidonius and Alexander Polyhistor, he could 
hardly be expected to note the import of the 
revival of movements akin to ‘ Orphic-Pytha^orean’ 
esoterism (cf. H. W. J. Tliiersch, Politikund Philo- 
sophic in ihrem Vcrhdltniss zvr Religion unter 
Trajames, Hadrianus und die heiden Antoninen, 
Marburg, 1853). It is important to recall that anim- 
ism (g.u.) was still univei-sal in the Roman world (cf. 
Ovid, Fasti, v. 429 f. ; Propertius, v. 7. 1 f. ; Lucan, 
Phar. ix. 1 f. ). Tnevitabl)', itfavoured those ‘ private’ 
as opposed to State religious observances against 
which the government felt compelled to take re- 
pressive measures, and ‘ Pythagorean ’ occultism 
seems to have been associated Mith such illicit 
oracles (cf. Livy, xl. 29, xxv. 1 ; Tac. Ann. vi. 12). 
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Astrology figured in these practices, so much so 
that, in 139 B.C., Gn. Cornelius Hispallus, the 
Prmtor Peregrinus, ordered all * Chaldmans ’ to 
quit Borne and Italy ■w'ithin ten days. Now, 
thanks to its cosmolog}% Stoicism (q.v.) had affini- 
ties -ii'ith astrology, and when, in the person of 
Posidonius of Apamea (fl. 86-62 B.C.), Cicero’s 
teacher (cf. B. Hirzel, Untcrsuch. zu Ciceros philos. 
Schri/ten, Leipzig, 187S-S3, i. 191 f., ii. 257 L, 
477 f., 756 f., iii. 342 f. ; F. Cuniont, The Oriental 
Religions in Roman Paganism, Eng. tr., Chicago, 
1911, ch. vii., Astrologg and Religion among the 
GreeJcs and Romans, New York, 1912 ; W. W. 
Jaeger, Nemesios von Rmesa, etc., Berlin, 1914), 
Oriental ideas invaded the "West under authorita- 
tive intellectual auspices, this pseudo - science 
gained most influential adherents (cf. Suetonius, 
Ang. 1), and was soon expounded by P. Nimdius 
Figulus (prmtor, 58 B.C.). This, together with the 
blunting of the Greek critical habit, which found 
its last successful exponent in Carneades (f 129 
B.C.), the prominence of enej'clopiedic or anti- 
quarian knowledge, and the growing thirst for 
mj'stical revelations, placed astrology in an incon- 
testable position by the time of Tiberius (cf. Tac. 
Sist. i. 22, Ann. id. 21), and marked tbe moment 
favourable for a revival of ' Py thagoreanism ’ (see 
Divination [Boman]). 

I. History. — ^yhe^e so much remains obscure, 
detailed historical sequence is unattainable. In 
fact, we have an aspect of an elusive movement, 
in which man asserts his personal need for assur- 
ance of right relation ndth the divine, adopts doc- 
trines of very diverse origin when they seem to 
lend him support, seeking all the while hoary 
authority to lustify his beliefs, and, in an attempt 
to systematize, appeals at the moment to current 
traditions respecting one type of speculation. 
Seneca was right so far — Neo-Pythagoreanism 
never became more than a transitional phase. In 
itself, it left no permanent mark upon pliilosophy, 
and it influenced religion only to the extent to 
which it was absorbed into a larger whole (cf. J. 
Simon, Hist, de V6colc <T Alexandrie, Paris, 1844- 
45, vol. i. bk. ii. cli. iv.). Thus when, in 181 B.C., 
the Pj'thagoreanizing forged ‘Books of Numa’ 
were unearthed on the Janiculum, the fraud testi- 
fied to tendencies that had acquired momentum 
alread}’. Bcpression by government served only 
to drive them underground, and, beginning witii 
Alexander Polyhistor, the freedman of P. Cornelius 
Lentulns (c. SO B.C.), to whom Diogenes Laertius 
and Clement of Alexandria assign a Life of Pytha- 
goras .and commentaries upon his teaching, many 
pseudonymous ‘Pythagorean’ works — those attri- 
buted to Archytas being most important— were 
produced during the period when the Boman 
Principate was developing. Like that of the 
‘Books of Numa,’ their intent was obvious — to 
acquire the autborit}' (cf. F. Beckmann, D/wcrta<io 
de Pgthagorcoritm Rcliquiis, Berlin, 1844) of an 
august name for doctrines which, as yet, were 
anathema to the State religion. Possibly, too, 
they may have been de.signed to eflect for ‘ Pytha- 
goreans ’ what the Septuagint had done for the 
Hellenistic Jews, for Philo especially — in this 
regard the association of many ol the Neo-Pytha- 
goreans with Alexandria is signilicant ; and wlien, 
earl}' in the 3rd cent., Philo.stratns cast a halo i 
about the career of Aj)ollonius of Tyana (q.v.), he 
may have been trvung, like Hierocle.s eighty years | 
later, to parallel the anthorit}' derived by Christians 
from the Founder of their faith. In any case, 
from the ont-set, only one interpretation^ can be 
placed upon the appeal to antiquity. Philosonhy 
was being transformed into a mystical creed. After 
Alexander Polyhistor the movement was sustained 
by P. Nigidius Figulus (a friend of Cicero). Eiidoms 


of Alexandria (c. 20 B.a), Arius Didymtis of 
Alexandria (an intimate of Augustus), iSotion of 
Alexandria (the teacher of Seneca), Apollonius of 
Tyana (c, A.D. 65-85), Moderatus of Gades (c. A,D. 
65), Secundus of Athens (c. A.D. 120), Nuraenius of 
Apamea and Niconiaehus of Gerasa (c. A.D. 170), 
and Pliilostratus (c. A.D. 220). Doubtless there 
were many_ others; for even of those mentioned 
we know little, Apollonius excepted — and he be- 
came a subiect of romance— and, ere the time of 
Secundus, Neo-Pythagoreanism was being absorbed 
rapidly, by a process of sj-ncretisni (q.v.), in the 
eclectic Pytbagoreanizing Platonism . represented 
by Plutarch of Chasronea (q.v.), wlio, in turn, was 
the harbinger of Neo-Platonism (y.u.j. 

2 . Teaching^. — Neo-Pytbagorean teaching cannot 
be recovered in detail. Tlie movement was ver}- 
complex ; records are largely lost ; the stress laid 
upon the incidental doctrines wavers from repre- 
sentative to representative at different times ; and, 
on the whole, there is little philosophical relation 
to Pythagoras. Further, the teaching was higlily 
syncretist, drawing impartially upon previous 
systems, even upon Epicureanism, which it opposed 
vehemently, and making large drafts upon Stoicism, 
against which it was a reaction. The reasons are 
tolerably plain. The spiritual currents of the age 
set away from scientific, logical thought and 
flowed towards religious persuasion, which, per- 
force, sought support in popular fables and super- 
stitions (cf. Cicero, de Div.). Philosophy had lost 
constructive power, and, the theoretical motive 
gone, all schools bad grown fundamentally scep- 
tical. Moreover, social unrest and dissatisfaction 
uith life, consequences of ethical stalcncss and 
I civic atrophy, had engendered a conscionsness of 
I failure or defect that came nigh a sense of sin. 
This, in turn, bred an appetite for portents, dreams, 

I horoscopes, and other marvels— the lower aspect 
of the movement. On a higher level, it produced 
a desire for immortality, fora perfection impractic- 
able under corporeal conditions, and accordant 
eschatological speculation (see COMMUNION WITH 
Deity [Greek and Boman]). Out of this_ arose 
attachment to a peculiar species of immaterialism, 
leading to a henotheistic (see MoNODATRV AND 
HeNOTHEISM) conception of an overruling Power, 
and to a yearning for assurance of personal relation- 
ship with a Supreme Being. But the emphasis 
upon the transcendence of deity — itself a resnlt of 
the opposition between matter and spirit — ^rendered 
intermediate beings necessary, ana so the higlicr 
level of tbe movement returned upon the lower, in 
the doctrine of dvemons (see Demons and Spirits 
[(Jreek and Boman]). Neo-Pythagoreap teaching 
e.xhibits an attempt to satisfy these aspirations by 
appeal to Greek resources, just as Philo and Ins 
.school (see Alex^indrian Theology) revert to 
the Hebrew Scriptures and Jewish theology. They 
agree in availing themselves — somewhat uncon- 
sciously, it is true — of Oriental theosophizing 
notions. Thus, tlie teaching gleajicd its materials 
from the past — there was no dominating or transi- 
tive contemporary leader — and ancient tendencies 
of Hellenic tliought aided its syncretism. 

While, then, it is impossible to outline a system, 
or even to detect a senes of co-ordinate dpctrincs, 
the following factors may be noted. (I) llic meal 
of the ‘wise man ’ was_a consequence of the indi- 
genous Greek contention that philosophy^ is a 
‘way ’of life. And, when the ‘wise man, incul- 
cating virtue as its own reward, remained niool 
from the jieople and their demands, it wms easy to 
transfer allegiance to God, and to envisnge tne 
■ blessed life ’ in terms of practices which assimi- 
lated tlieniselves to the ceremonial purification 
(.see Essenes) of the mysteries (q.v.) or coiilil i>c 
linked witli the reputed habits of the ‘Pythagorean 
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band ’ (Sextius). It was no accident, accordingly, 
that the philosopher should become the hierophant 
(the Pythagoras or Apollonius of romance) ; because 
his extraordinary insight attested the incalculable 
abnormally, he stood midway between the gods 
and men (Apollonius). Again, this agreed with 
the tradition (cf. Plato, Bep: x. 600 A) that Pytha- 
goras introduced a secret 65i5s rts /Sfou, designed to 
supersede or supplement the religion of the State 
— the essence of Orientalizing tendencies after 
Domitian. (2) Plato’s doctrine of an incorporeal 
world which, thanks to its conceptual character, i 
is superior to the realm of sense, could be developed 
readily in relation to the Pythagorean theory of 
numbers, thus affording a hierarchy of realities 
mediating between the ‘Highest’ (One) and the 
appearances of the phenomenal world (Alexander 
Polyhistor, on the Pythagorean Commentaries). 
This, again, following the Later Stoa, could be 
accommodated to a sharp dualism (see Dualism 
[Greek]) between matter and spirit, or body and 
soul (see Body [Greek and Roman]), by the simple 
expedient of depriving the ideas (numbers, forms) 
of ontological independence, and making them 
existences in the divine mind, i.e. teleological sub- 
ordinates (Eudorns — the view of the Neo-Pytha- 
goreans on the whole). If, as some held, the 
ideas had no existence outside of the divine 
mind, an ontological dualism necessarily resulted 
(Plutarch); on the other hand, if, as the stricter 
Neo-Pythagoreans seem to have contended, they 
possess such an existence, a theory of three, or 
many, principles was evolved (Moderatus, Nico- 
maehus), and, in the end, by personification of the 
Supreme Idea, a trinity (Numenius). (3) In reac- 
tion against the implicit materialism of the Stoics, 
Aristotle’s doctrine of the eternity of the world 
(cf. de Ccelo, i. 10 f. ) and of time (of. Phys. iii. 6) 
was adopted j but the stress was shifted from its 
cosmological to its anthropological significance, i.e. 
to man’s eternity (cf. Pol. ii. 8, 1269^ 4). Not that 
the cosmological aspect was dismissed summarily ; 
it commended itself in the theory of the divinity 
of the stars (of. de Ccelo, ii. 1), which could be 
accommodated to astrological prediction, to the 
notion of cosmical harmony according to number, 
time, and, possibly, ‘ mixture ’ in space, where, as 
the Neo-Pythagoreans, misunderstanding Plato, 
did not observe, myth ousts philosophy ; it was 
convenient also in connexion with speculations 
about the changeless medium that fills interstellar 
space (see Cosmogony and Cosmology [Greek] 
and [Roman]). More important, however, was the 
doctrine of man’s divinity. If creative force be 
eternal in the world, it is eternal in man ; hence 
an open road to belief in divine ‘participation’; 
as God is to the world, so is the soul to man. 
Therefore, if a man is to be selected as an object 
of divine grace, he must worship by ‘ the most 
beautiful faculty we possess,’ i. e. reason ( Apollonius, 
ap. Eusebius, Prcep. JSvang. iv. 13). This is the 
warrant for the asceticism (see Asceticism [Greek] 
and [Roman]) that delivers man from the snares 
of the body, for the helpful communion of the 
mysteries, and for belief in rebirth— a process 
which enables the soul to rise or fall in the scale 
of existence. Thus, the teleological relation of 
deity to the celestial and the terrestrial worlds, 
obvious in the motions of the stars, in the suc- 
cession of the seasons, and so on, was adjusted 
to man also. Stoic self-sufficiency broke down 
utterly ; deliverauce from matter became the con- 
summation. So the old gods, viewed now as 
drcmons, could play the part of special providence 
to man (cf. Plutarch, de Def. Or. 13) ; touched in 
all things like as he is, they could come nigh him 
as the ‘ First, who is One above all,’ could not. 
Thus, immanence of the divine in the human was 
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rovided for indirectly under ‘symbols,’ directly 
_ y revelation through hierophants, who acquire 
illumination through holiness, which, in turn, thej' 
achieve by asceticism (Philostratus). Plainly, we 
are on the verge of special revelation here, and the 
introduction of the concept of authority is immi- 
nent (see Gnosticism). In general, then, it may 
be said that the substance of the teaching is Greek 
(see Greek Religion), the mood Oriental ; and, 
tiU Numenius, who had come uuder the spell of 
Philo, the material served, all things considered, 
as a defence against the more insidious, not to say 
degrading, issues of the mood (see Isis) ; hence 
the transitional character of Neo-Pythagoreanism. 
But the ancient self-governing State was passing 
into a quasi-Oriental despotism ; and this cliange 
found a parallel in the transformation of inde- 
pendent philosophy into a mystical theosophy with 
a theocratic trend. We therefore find no con- 
sistent system, but merely a group of ideas, strung 
together loosely, in which the sane intellectual 
curiosity of the Greeks is surcharged with a hybrid, 
if fervent, supranaturalism. For, the ancient aris- 
tocratic religion having failed to assuage popular 
imagination, men were seeking the purification 
and, at the same time, the immortality of the 
soul. Philosophy could not but be diverted to 
religious aims. The elevation of spirit over matter 
which it taught was taken to imply that matter 
could be directed by spirit, the limits of space and 
time notwithstanding. The eclipse of Hellenic 
rational science had begun. 

Literatcre. — S ee the bibliographies under the articles cited 
in the text, the books by Priedliinder, R6iiUe, Boissier, Grego- 
rovius, Mahaffy, Wendland, Glover, Seeck, H. W. and F. G. 
Fowler, and the histories cited under Neo-Ctnicism. The litera- 
ture is given fully in F. Ueberweg and K. PrSchter, Grand, 
der Gesch. der PhiU^, Berlin, 1009, vol. i., sects. 16, 65-67 : the 
best digest is still E. Zeller, Die PMJosopMe der Griechcn*, 
Leipzig, 1909, iii. 2 ; the most vivid picture of the general situa- 
tion is S. Dill, Homan Society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius^, 
London, 1005, bk. iii. oh. iii., bk. iv. ch. iii. f. See also C. 
BSnmfcer, Pas Problem des Matene in der griech. Philosophie, 
Munster, 1890 ; G. Milhaud, Les Philosophes-giomUres de la 
Grice, Paris, 1900 ; A. E. Chaignet, Pgthagore et la philosophie 
pgthagoricienne, 2 vols., Paris, 1873 ; J. Burnet, £arlg Greek 
Philosophy-, London, 1908, chs. ii., vii. ; A. Trendelenburg, 
Platonis de Ideis et Numeris Poclrina, Leipzig, 1826; A. 
Doring, ‘Die esohat. Mythen Platos,’ in AGPh vi. (1893]; 
J. Cohn, Gesch. des UnendlichkeitsproUems, Leipzig, 1896; 
A. Schmekel, Pie Phil, des mittleren Stoa, Berlin, 1892; 
P. Decharme, La Critique des traditions religieuses chez les 
Grecs, Paris, 1904, bk. ii. cb. xi. ; F. Lauterbacher, Per Prodi- 
gienglaube der Romer, Burgdorf, 1004 ; G. Anrich, Pas antike 

y ... . r r Qh.iv. ; R. Reitzenstein, 

'■■ ■ zig, 1910; A. Dieterich, 
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the Freeing of the Spirit in the Ancient World, New York, 1916 ; 
E, Norden, Agnostos Theos, leipzig, 1913, p. 337 f.; F. C. 

.... - T,' •. ~ . . . tire Di/e, Oxford, 1895; 
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NEPAL, NIPAL. — I. Physical character- 
istics. — The kingdom of Nepal, on the northern 
frontier of India, is a native State extending 
along the southern slopes of the Himalaya for 
about 500 miles, with an area estimated at 54,000 
sg. miles, and a population of 4,000,000. 

It falls into four zones : the Tarai (probably Skr. 
tala, ‘ the tract below the hills ’), the water-soaked 
malarious region along the British frontier ; the 
hill range continuous with that of the Siwaliks; 
the hilly country extending to the Himalaya ; and 
the Himalaya itself, culminating in Mount Everest 
(29,000 ft. high), and within Nepal in Kinchinjunga 
(28,146 ft.). But for purposes of religion and 
ethnography the country may be divided into 
three regions : the Tarai ; the valley of Nepal, with 
its capital Katmandu {g.v.) ; and the mountainous 
country bordeiing on Tibet. Owing to the jealously 
exclusive policy of the Gurkha rulers we possess 
less knowledge of Nepal than of any region on the 
borders of India, except perhaps the upper course 
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of the rirer Brahmaputra, barred by hostile savage 
tribes. _ 

2. History. — The meaning of the name Nepal is 
uncertain, the Brahman derivation from a saint 
Niyamapala, ‘ observer of vows,’ being perhaps an 
afterthought. Tlie name is identical with that of 
the Newars, the oldest known inhabitants of the 
valley. There is a long series of native chronicles 
which, like those of Kashmir, embody information 
of value, but need to be checked by epigraphic and 
other independent evidence. These har^e been 
analyzed by D. Wright (i/fst. of Nepal, Cambridge, 
1877). In the 4th cent, A.D. a Licnchhavi dynasty 
ruled the country, and it was apparentl5- by their 
aid that Chandragupta Maurya raised himself to 
power ; it continued autonomous, hut under Gupta 
suzerainty under Samudragupta {V. A. Smith, 
Early Hist, of Jndid^, Oxford, 1914, pp. 279 f., 
285, 365). 

‘ Local tradition affirms that long before the time of Samudra- 
gupta, in the days of A^oka, in the 3rd cent, n.o., the valley was 
under his control, and this tradition is confirmed by the exist- 
ence at the town of Patan of monuments attributed to him and 
his daughter, and hy inscriptions which prove that the lowlands 
at the foot of the hills were an integral part of his empire’ 
(.6. p. 36G, and the same writer’s Asoka-, Oxford, 1009, pp. 
77, 81). 

The Buddhist pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang (A.D. 629- 
645) may not have visited the country in person, 
but he speaks of a king Amsuvarman (Anchu-fa- 
mo), founder of the Tiiakuri djmasty, who died 
about A.D. 642 (S. Beal, Buddhist Records of the 
IVestern World, London, 1884, i. 80 f. ; T. Watters, 
On Yuan Chtoanfs Travels in India, London, 1904- 
05, ii. 84). It is not certain whether Harslia (A.D. 
612-647) exercised control over the country (Smith, 
Early Hist,'^, p. 366). But about the 8th cent. a.d. 
the period of denendence on Tibet began, and the 
country had little connexion with India until the 
Muhammadan conquests led to the emigration of 
bodies of Hindus, the Gurkhas claiming to be 
descended from fugitives from Rajputana after the 
capture of Chithor by Alfi-ud-din Khiiji, a.d, 1303 
(ERE vi. 456). Bor the blood-stained later history 
seoIGJxix. 30 ff. 

3. Religion. — Nep51 thus forms the meeting- 
ground of at least three cultures : the Mongoli.m 
stock, including the Newars, and tribes of Tibetan 
origin, such as the Kirantis of E. Nepal, more 
purely Mongoloid and less civilized than the 
Newars, the Murmis, Lepchas, and Limbus of 
the hills adjoining Sikkim and Darjiling ; in the 
Taral are the Thanis and Boksas, akin to the 
aboriginal p^ulation of the Indian plains, prob- 
ably of the Mon-Khmer races, all now ruled by the 
Gorkh.as or Gurkhas, a mixed race including 
Mongoloid and Indo-Aryan strains (A. Baines, 
Ethnography \_ = GIAP li. 5], Strassburg, 1912, 
p. 13611'.). The Mongoloid element in the popula- 
tion appears in the temple architecture or the 
valley, which is of the primitive Chinese type, in 
whicii the roof is the mam element, the walls being 
mere screens set between pillars. 

‘ Certain temples and tombs of Jain priests in the South 
Kaniira District on the u'estern coast of the iladras PresifJency, 
built in a siy]e obvlouj«ly derived from wooden orij'inafs, possess 
a suriirisinir and unexplained rc.«emblance to the buildings of 
distant Nepal' O’. A. Smith, JJist, oj Fine Art in India and 
Ceylon^ Oxford, 1011, p. 4S). 

The beliefs of the New.ars are animistic \s'itb a 
veneer of Buddhism. The Gurkha aristocracy, 
like all recent converts, are devoted followers of 
Brahmanical Hinduism, stringently repre.ss cow- 
killing, and etnplo.v Brahmans as their priests. 

(n) Animism. — Tlie animistic beliefs current in 
Ncp.al resemble tliose of the entire Himalayan 
region. Tlie deotas, or hill-spirits, are special 
objects of worship. The Tibetans worship Mount 
Evere.st a.s the abode of the five cele.stial nymph.s 
who confer immortality, and the Gosainthan peak. 


which stands due north of the valley, is distin- 
guished for its sanctity ; the sacred tusk of Nfira- 
yana, buried amidst its snows, is an object of 
special worship to pilgrims (L. A. Waddell, riinony 
the Himalayas, p. 351 f. ; H. A. Oldfield, Sketches 
from Nipal, i. 4). Mountain-passes, probably on 
account of the rarity of the air, are scenes of spirit- 
possession, and the spirits are propitiated by the 
erection of cairns on wliich ofl'erings are placed 
(GB^pt. vi., The Scapegoat, London, 1913, p. 8 If.). 

At a pass in Sikkim Waddell (p. 116) tells how his men laid 
down their loads at such a cairn, tore a lew rags from their 
dress, tied them to a twig or stone which they placed on the 
cairn ns an offering, cri'ing out, ‘Pray accept our offering! 
The spirits are victorious I The devils are defeated ! ’ (for this 
kind of offering see Hartiand, LP, London, 1801-00, li. 2Uf.). 
Springs, and particularly hot springs, are re- 
garded as the work of spirits which cause disease 
if not conciliated (Waddell, pp. 203, 216). Wor- 
ship of snakes and cows is common, and we find in 
Nepal the curious tabu against the use of milk 
which prevails widely in E. Asia (FL xxiii. [1912] 
285 11'.). In connexion with seiment-worsliip that 
of the frog may be noted. Waddell (lA xxii. 
[1890] 293f.) states that among the Newars of 
Nepal the frog is regarded as an amphibious water- 
deity, subordinate to the nuga demigods. The 
Newars worship the nuga, or dragon, at the festi- 
val of the Naypanchamt, ' Dragon’s Fifth,’ so 
called because it is held on the lifth day of the 
month Bhadon (August^September). 

The priest ceremonially washes his face and Imnils, and 
makes an offering of food, milk, and water to the nnga, with 
the invocation : ‘ Hail Parame^vara [Supreme Lord], Kaga-riiji, 
and ye Nine N.agas 1 I pray you to receive these offerings and 
to bless us and our crops 1 * 

With this rite is combined the propitiation of the 
frog, which is performed in the month of Klirttik 
(October) at a pool frequented by frogs. 

a dole of food is placed in five brazen bowls, and a pile of 
butter and incense is set alight. Then the priest Invokes the 
frog-spirit: ‘Hail ParameSvara, Bhuminatha (Lord of the 
Earth), I pray thee to receive these our offerings, to send timely 
rain and bless our crops 1 ’ 

The rite seems to be a form of magical rain- 
making. 

(6) Buddhism. — Buddha was closely connectea 
with Neplil, having been born in the Slikya terri- 
tory’, at the foot of the Nepal hills. A^oka intro- 
duced tlie faith into Nepal, and by about a.d. 640 
it reached Tibet (Waddell, Buddhism of Tibet, 
p. 9). An inscription of the 3rd_ cent, B.C., dis- 
covered at the stupa of Sanchl, gives the legend : 
‘Of the good man Kassapa-gotta, the teacher of 
all the Himlilaya region' (T. W. Rhys Dams, 
Buddhist India, London, 1903, p. 299 fj. I he 
local traditions in Nepal indicate Uiat Sankara 
Aciiilrya, the prophet of the Neo-Hinduism, who 
lived about the beginning of the 8th cent., perse- 
cuted the Buddhists, and by his magical powers 
dismissed Sarasvati, the goddes3_ of _ eloquence, 
whom the Buddhists had installed in a jar of water 
to assist them in the controversy with the Hindu 
missionary (Wright, p. 1181.). Buddliisni m 
Nepal is at present in a degraded condition. 

‘Buddhism has sadly degenerated from the high standanl of 
doctrine and of discipline wliich was est.ahllBhcd by the fmmP 
tive Buddliist Church In the carl.v ages of its history. Tl 
retically tlie religion is unchanged. The Buddhist 
nowextant in Nipal, and which are still looked on the omj 
inspired authority on ail matters of faith, propound tlie same 
orthodox doctrines which were preached by a 
thousand and three thousand years ago : but the Clnirch Use., 
has become corrupt, its discipiine is destroyed, ami it- 

sorial practices at the present day are in direct 
the letter and spirit of Buddhist law. Its monastic instltiKion^ 
with their fraternities of learned and pious 'o'’"*'’' "f.' 
since disappeared ; the priesthood has become 
certain families, and the system of caste, wliich was deoown - ‘ 
bySakya and the early Church as utterly repugnant their 
ideas of social equality, has been borrowed from the I! n Us, 
and is now rcco^^iized fts binding: on all classes ot UadditU,,^ in 
the countr}*' (Oldfield, it 72). 

I^cpalese Buddhism has absorbed much from tne 
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local animism and Tantrik Hinduism ; prayer lias 
become mechanical, offered by means of praying- 
wheels and flags inscribed with petitions erected 
near the temples. Nepal, both in the valley and 
in the Tarai, possesses a great series of Buddhist 
antiquities, the Lumbini {q.v.) garden and the 
remains connected with it, and some of the few 
extant stupas like those of Sambhunath and Bud- 
nath within a few miles of Katmandu. It is much 
to be desired that the Government should be in- 
duced to afford facilities for their examination. 

(c) Hinduism. — The cult of Siva is of special 
importance in Nepal. Even Buddhists have 
adopted the symbols of the lihga and the yoni, 
the former being regarded as the lotus in which 
the spirit of Adibuddlia, in the form of flame, was 
made known to MaujusrI and the early Buddhas, 
the latter representing the sacred spring in which 
the root of that divine lotus was enshrined (Old- 
field, ii. 203). The cult of Siva in the form of 
Pasupati, ‘lord of animals,’ is as Mpular as in 
other parts of the Himalaya (E. T. Atkinson, 
Gazetteer Himalayan Districts, Allahabad, 1882- 
84, ii. 771 fi’.). The ^ivardtri, or night-feast of the 
god, occurs on the first day of the month Phalguna, 
in the early spring, when, according to Oldfield 
(ii. 321 f.), all the Hindu population of the valley, 
both Gurkha and Newar, from the Maharaja and 
his highest chiefs down to the poorest classes, 
throng to the shrine of Pasupati within the twenty- 
four hours during which the festival lasts. 

The chief object of worship is the four-faced liiiga of Siva 
which stands in the principal temple. Prayers and offerings 
are made to it, and the usual tees are paid to Brahmans and to 
the officiating priests. These priests pour water over the HAga 
as a rain-charm, wash it, and cover it with flowers, after which 
the officiant, reciting certain incantations, reads out of the 
scripture the names and qualities of the deity, while the 
worshippers fling leaves of the tei-tree, sacred to the god, over 
the head of the UAga (ib. ii. 321 f.). 

The god is also specially worshipj^d with his 
consort in the form of Bha'irava and Bhairavi, old 
gods of the earth. According to the local legend, 
the four Bhairavis, finding that they could not get 
blood to drink, as there were no Rajas, resolved to 
create the Nepal monarchy (Wright, p. 105). The 
festival of Siva in this form is the Bhairava-jatra, 
which is followed by a procession of the lihga 
accompanied by masked dancers. At the festival 
in honour of the consort of Siva, Bhairavi Devi, 
the image of the goddess is brought to her original 
home, Devi Ghat, where bufl'aloes are sacrificed 
and their life-blood drunk by the Newar wor- 
shippers. The account of the rite, as given by 
Oldfield (ii. 293 f.), is disgusting. Here the gotl- 
dess has no regular temple. As a purely local 
aboriginal deity imported into Hinduism, she is 
represented only by a pile of stones, walled in 
temporarily every year to protect the dei^ from 
being seen or disturbed by the profane. Siva at 
Kirtipur is worshipped in his tiger form as Bagh 
Bhairava, a survival of the primitive theriolatry. 
Brutal animal - sacrifices are also made at the 
Dasahra festival as a method of expelling evil 
spirits {FL xxvi. [1915] 42 fi'., 67). Durga m her 
more awful form, Chandesvarl, was imported into 
Nepal by one of the early Rajiis, and placed in 
the centre of the country as its tutelary deity 
(Wright, p. 154). On the whole, the Hinduism of 
Nepal has assumed a degraded form, and nowhere 
else in India, except at a few shrines like those of 
Kali at Calcutta, Vindhyavasini Devi at Bindh- 
achal, Devi at Devi Patan, and in the worship of 
the village-deities in Madras, does the custom of 
animal-sacrifice survive in such a brutal form. 

Literature.— There la a considerable literature connected 
with Nepal, but most ot the writers were not permitted to 
visit any part of the country beyond the capital and its neigh- 
bourhood. The most useful books are H. A. Oldfield, Sketches 
from Nipal, London, 18S0; D.i Wright, Hist, of Nepal, Cam- 
bridge, 1877 ; L. A Waddell, jlmony the Ilimalayas, London, 


1899, The Buddhism of Tibet, do. 1895 ; B. H. Hodgson, 
Essays on the Languages, Literature, and Religion of Nepdl 
and Tibet, do. 1874. The following are other authorities : 
C. Bendall, A Journey of Literary and Archceotogicnl Research 
in Nepal and N. India, ISShSS, London, 1886; P. Brown, 
Picturesque Nepal, do. 1912 ; F. Egerton, A Winter's Tour in 
India, loith a Visit to the Court of Nepaul, do. 1852 ; F. 
Hamilton (formerly Buchananb An Account of the Kingdom 
of Nepal, Edinburgh, 1819 ; W. Kirkpatrick, An Account of 
the Kingdom of Nepaul in 179$, do. 1811 ; S. Ldvi, Le Nipal ; 
Elude historique d'un royaume hindou, Paris, 1905 ; L. 
Oliphant, A Journey to Katmandu, London, 1852 ; T. Smith, 
Five Years’ Residence at Nepaul, 1841-45, do. 1852 ; R. Temple, 
Journals in Hyderabad, Kashmir, Sikkim, and Nepal, do. 
1887. W. CrOOKE. 

NEREIDS. — See Nature (Greek), above, p. 
227\ 

NESTORIANISM. — This is the name given to 
a heresy which divided Christ into two Persons, 
closely and inseparably joined together, and yet 
distinct. It became acute in the 5th cent., and is 
named after Nestorius, bishop of Constantinople 
A.D. 428-431. Whether Nestorius himself held 
this view of the Incarnation is a matter of dispute, 
and we shall have to consider the question in the 
course of this article. 

I. Pre-Nestorian Christology. — After the settle- 
ment at Nictea (A.D. 325) of the Arian question with 
reference to the relation of the Son to the Father, 
and even while the kindred question of the person- 
ality and Godhead of the Holy Ghost was still 
being discussed, men were groping after true ideas 
of the Incarnation, and after the true meaning of 
the words (Jn 1’‘) : ‘The Word became flesh and 
tabernacled among ns’ (^u inxiv). In other words, 
after the settlement of questions relating to the 
Holy Trinity, Christology became the subject that 
chiefly occupied the minds of Christian theologians. 
The problem to be solved was. How can Christ be 
tnily God and also traly man ? 

(а) Apollinarism. — The first detailed solution of 
the problem was ofl'ered by Apoltinarius, or (as 
most Latin writers call him) Apollinaris, the 
younger, bishop of Laodicea in Syria, who began 
his theological life as a decided and orthodox 
opponent of Arianism, but in later years developed 
the heresy named after him (see art. ApolliNar- 
ISM). He answered the question by affirming that 
our Lord’s humanity was not perfect. Adopting 
the Platonic trichotomy of man into body, som 
{fvxv), and spirit (Trvevpa or voOs), as in 1 Th 5“, he 
asserted that, while our Lord had a true human 
body and a true hrnnan soul (i.e. that part of man 
which is common to him and the animals), the 
Logos or Word occupied in Him the place of the 
rrrevpa, which is the highest part of man. This 
idea is due to a reaction from Arianism {q.v.), and 
a desire to affirm at once the real divinity of our 
Lord and His real unity. But an imperfect human- 
ity means an unreal Incarnation ; and Apollinarius’s 
teaching was emphatically condemned at the Second 
General Council, that of Constantinople, A.D. 381 
(can. 1; see also flefele. Hist, of the Councils, ii. 348), 

(б) The school of Antioch in the 4th cent, had a 
special relation to the teaching of Nestorius. Its 
tendency was the opposite of that which has just 
been considered. It was also quite different from 
that of Alexandria. The Alexandrian teaching 
dwelt most on the divine side of our Lord, the 
Antiochene on the human. In the interpretation 
of the Scriptures, while the Alexandrians revelled 
in allegory and mystical exegesis, the Antiochenes 
confined themselves to external facts ; they studied 
the Scriptures from a purely historical point of 
view, and examined them word by word for the 
grammatical meaning. Such a method, so much 
akin to the methods of the present day, has both 
advantages and disadvantages. The advantages 
(if we may take as a good example of the school 
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Theodore, bishop of Mopsuestia, in Cilicia, known 
by the Nestorians as ‘the Interpreter’ on account 
of his exegetical work) are sound common sense 
and a rational presentment of tlie historical posi- 
tion of the author commented on. The disadvant- 
ages of Theodore’s method, as summed up by H. 
B. Swete, are : 

■Want of insisht into the deeper movements of Scriptural 
thought ; a tendency to read his own theology into the words 
of his author ; a lack of spiritual force, an almost entireabsence 
of devotional fervour ’ (Patristic Study, London, 1002, p. 100). 

In tljeir Christology the Antiochene writers 
empliasized our Lord’s real humanity, in opposition 
to Apollinarius. The two authors of this school 
in the pre-Nestorian period who are most import- 
ant for our present investigation are Diodorus, 
bishop of Tarsus, and his pupil, Theodore of Mop- 
Buestia, already mentioned. Both dwell especially 
on the real humanity of our Lord, but in both there 
is a tendency, which in Diodorus (to judge by the 
scanty fragments that remain of his works) was 
scarcely more than latent, imduly to separate the 
natures of Christ, and to make of Him two Persons. 
Theodore goes much farther than his master, and 
in him has been seen both by ancient and by 
modern writers the real founder of Nestorianism. 
This_ is the view of the contemporary layman, 
Marius Mercator, to whose curiosity and diligence, 
when he was staying for the purposes of his busi- 
ness in Constantinople, we owe the preservation, 
in a Latin version, of several sermons and other 
writings of Nestorius. Marius emphatically fathers 
the error on Theodore {PL xlviii. 110). 

A very brief summary of Theodore’s teaching 
must here suffice (for further particulars see S wete’s 
art. ‘Theodorus of Mopsuestia,’ in DCB iv., esp. 
p. 944 f.). Theodore affirmed the true humanity 
of our Lord and its perfect sinlessness; this was 
due, ho said, to His union wth the Person of the 
Divine Word which He had received as a reward 
for His foreseen sinlessness. The Word dwelt in 
the man Christ. ‘He united the assumed man 
entirely to Himself and fitted Him to be a par- 
taker with Him of all the honour of which the in- 
dwelling Person who is Son by nature partakes.’ 
Theodore rejected the word ivLiais for the union of 
God and man in Christ, and used rather awd^sia 
(‘ connexion ’) ; he disliked the term BsotSkos (below, 
§§ 2 , 4 ), but allowed that it might be used in a certain 
sense. IMary was both avOpwirordKos (‘man-bearer’) 
and OeorbKos {‘God-bearer’). She was mother of 
the man, but in that man, when she gave Him 
birth, there was already the indwelling of God. 

Theodore was ‘ felix opportunitate mortis.’ He 
died in 428, a fe»’ months after Nestorius went 
to Constantinople (below, § 2 ). Had he lived longer, 
there can be little doubt that he would have been 
condemned for the teaching which was in reality 
his own, though dt was popularized by Nestorius 
and therefore named after him. Theodore’s doc- 
trines were formally condemned at the Fifth 
General Council, held at Constantinople in 553. 

It was against such teaching that tlie Councils 
of Ephesus and Chalcedon (431 and 451) affirmed 
that our Lord was one Person onlj' ; and the 
approved docti'ine ma}' be summed up in the admir- 
aoie and careful words of Hooker : 

■ The Son of God did not assume a man's person unto his own, 
hut a man’s nature to his own person ’ (EccUsiastieal Polity, v. 

2 . Nestorius and the Council of Ephesus. — The 
present generation has had the opportunity of learn- 
ing something more of the histo^' and a great deal 
more of the teaching of Nestorius than its prede- 
cessors, owing to recent discoveries and investiga- 
tions. Hefore we go farther we ma}' trj- to estimate 
tlie value of our most important, though by no 
means our most voluminous, nuthoritj", the histo- 
rian Socrates ; for from the accounts of the avowed 


enemies of Nestorius we shall be inclined to make 
considerable deductions. 

Socrates was a layman of Constantinople, orthodox (for there 
is no good reason for calling- him a Novatian), but not violently 
opposed to Nestorius, willing to put the best construction on 
his words, and evidently not at all predisposed to favour Cyril 
or Alexandrian teaching (IIP vii. 15, 34). He was specially 
interested in the affairs of his native city, and a searcher after 
truth, so that he dwells most on what he himself saw (v, 23). 
He was- -• •• ' •, 

disliked ■ ■ - ; s 

good in' ■ . 

On the . ... . ■ I . 

vation 1 _ 1 - 

his comparatively brief record of the Nestoriah controversy. 
He wrote in 430. For his conclusions on the subject see below, 
§ 6. It may be added here that Thcodoret, bishop ol Oyrrhus or 
Gyrus in Syria, does not bring his Ecclesiastical History down 
to the outbreak of the controversy, but ends it with the death 
of Theodore of Mopsuestia, although ho seems to have written 
it a good many years later. Probably this omission was made 
with a purpose, as he was one of those Antiochenes wlio after- 
wards took an undecided line, though eventually he agreed to 
the union. We must also notice that Sozomen, whose Ecctesias- 
tical History covers the same period ns that of Socrates, does 
not mention Nestorius e.xcept in a very indirect allusion (ix. 1). 
His silence is instructive, and probably shows that the contro- 
vert did not excite quite such a universal interest as one might 
have supposed. Much of what follows is taken from Socrates. 

Nestorius was, as Socrates expressly says [HE 
vii. 29), a native of Germanioia, a citj’- in the east 
of Cilicia. A Syriac tradition describes him as of 
Persian origin ; bub it appears to be duo to a 
desire to connect him with the later ‘Nestorians’ 
of the Persian empire ; and the historical refer- 
ences of the later Syriac writers are so full of fable 
and ridiculous statements that it is impossible to 
put any trust in their unsupported averments. 
Nestorius became a monk of the monastery of 
Euprepius, near Antioch, and was famous for his 
eloquence as a preacher, and, according to some, 
for the austerity of his life (Socrates, loc. cit. ; 
Gennadius, de Fir. illustr. 64). The sec of Con- 
stantinople becoming vacant in December 427, and 
the ecclesiastics of the city having displayed am- 
bitious rivalry, a bishop was sought for from out- 
side its limits ; and, by_ the influence of the emperor 
Theodosius II., Nestorius was appointed, and was 
consecrated on 10th April 428. Theodosius hoped 
to bring from Antioch a second Chrysostom, whoso 
eloquence would greatly further the cause of 
religion. 

Nestorius’s first act, a few days after his con- 
secration, was to make a fierce attack on hcrc.sy ; 
he promised the emperor heaven as a recoinponse, 
and also assistance in conquering tlie Persians, n 
he would purge the earth of heretics. _ Nestorius 
immediate^ proceeded to the destruction of the 
chapel of the Arians in the city, and perscontctt 
the Novatians, whose ‘ bishop Paul was everywhere 
respected for his piety’ (Soc._ loc. cit.), and the 
Quartodecimans in Asia, Lydia, and Caria ; also 
the Macedonians or ‘ Pneumatoraachi ’ (who denied 
the Godhead of the Holy Ghost), and othera. _ He 
is with some reason blamed by Socrates as a furious 
per.sccntor. 

The first outbreak of the Nestorian controversj- 
was due to a presb^’icr named Anastasius, broug'lit 
by Nestorius from Antioch (Soc. HE vii. 32). jic 
preached in Constantinople against the popular 
name Theotokos (see below, § 4 ). The presbyter 

exclaimed: ‘Let no one call Alary Theotokos, lor 

Mary was but a woman, and it is impos.sihlc that 
God should be bom of a woman ’ ; and his .sermon 
gave great offence. Thereupon Ne.storhi.s delivered 
a course of sermons supporting Anasta.sius. Several 
of these have been pre.served by Alarius Mercator 
(above, § I). , . , , 

Socrates pa.“ses over the events which happeneu 
dnrin" the next three vears. But before the 

Council of Ephm^ns (the' Third Ecnmemc.'il) wa- 

lield, in 431, Cyril, bislinp of Alexandria, entered 
into controversy with Ne-storiim bccau.se ot ins 
teaching. Cmlestine, bi.siiop of Eoriie, beio « 
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synod in that city in 430, and the synod declared 
Nestorius a heretic. Shortly afterwards a synod 
at Alexandria under Cyril did the same thing. 
Cyril drew up twelve ‘ anathematisms ’ (below, 
§ 5), and Nestorius replied with twelve counter- 
anathematisms. Finally, the emperor summoned 
a General Council, to meet at Ephesus on Whit- 
sunday (June 7) 431. In the meantime the bishops 
of the province of Antioch, whose metropolitan 
was John, examined Cyril’s anathematisms, and 
found them unsatisfactory. The Antiochenes were 
by the traditions of their school inclined to favour 
Nestorius and to oppose Alexandrian teaching. 
And, whatever was the reason, whether from a 
desire to oppose Cyril, or from a wish that 
Nestorius should not he condemned in their pre- 
sence (for they were a small minority), or, as some 
say, from accidental causes, they delayed their 
arrival at Ephesus till 26th or 27th June. 

The first to arrive was Nestorius, who came soon 
after Easter with ‘ a great crowd of his adherents’ 
(Soc. vii. 34). Cyril arrived just before Pentecost, 
others a few days later. After waiting more tlian 
a fortnight after the day fixed for the Council, 
and after receiving a friendly letter from John of 
Antioch and then (as he himself declares) a message 
requesting him to proceed without him, Cyril held 
the first meeting or the Council on 22nd June, 198 
bishops being present. The letter of the Council 
to the emperors Theodosius and Valentinian 
(Mansi, Sacrorum Conciliorum Collectio,iv. 123511'.) 
expressly says that John sent before him two 
■bidiops, Alexander of Apamea and Alexander of 
Hierapolis, to tell the Council to go on without 
him. Nestorius declined to he present at this 
meeting, or to send any explanations of his teach- 
ing. 'The bishops, after investigating his sermons 
and writings, on the same day condemned him to 
deposition. In these proceedings no one appears 
to any great advantage. CyrU showed himself 
more of a prosecutor than of a president or judge ; 
and, late as the Antiochenes were, he ought to 
have waited for them a little longer. Nestorius 
put himself out of court by his absence and by his 
un conciliatory and provocative language during 
the time of waiting ; and the excuses offered in his 
lately-discovered ‘Apology’ (see below) do not ex- 
onerate him. The emperor comes out of the affair 
very badly, for he openly favoured the accused, 
just as later he openly favoured Eutyches, whose 
doctrines were the exact opposite of those of 
Nestorius ; and the imperial commissioner, Can- 
didian, outstepped all propriety in endeavouring 
to support Nestorius. Equally unsatisfactory was 
the part played by the Antiochenes, whose tardi- 
ness in arriving can with difficulty be believed to 
have been accidental. When they did an-ive, they 
held a rival Council, attended by a small minority 
of 43 bishops, and deposed both Cyril and his sup- 
porter Memnon, bishop of Ephesus. They did not 
refer to the case of Nestorius on its merits at all, 
hut only said that Cyril’s Council had no right to 
depose Nestorius before their arrival. 

The emperor thereupon showed much vacilla- 
tion. He ordered the arrest of Nestorius, Cyril, 
and Memnon alike. But eventually public opinion 
forced him to release Cyril and ^lemnon and to 
banish Nestorius, first to his old monastery, then 
(at John of Antioch’s own request) to Arabia, and 
finally (perhaps before the last arrangement was 
carried into elfect) to the Oasis (of Ptolemais) in 
Egypt, where he still remained when Socrates 
wrote (A.D. 439). The emperor also summoned 
several bishops of the Ephesine majority to Con- 
stantinople to arrange for the filling of the vacant 
see there, and Maximian succeeded Nestorius. 
Socrates calls Maximian ‘rude in speech’ hut 
‘inclined to live a quiet life’ (vii. 35). He was 


soon after succeeded by Proelus, and under these 
two peaceful bishops quiet reigned in the capital. 

_ Till a few j^ears ago little of Nestorius’s later 
life was known. But the newly-discovered Book 
of EcracUdes, the ‘Apology’ of Nestorius, shows 
us his life in exile. It was written in Greek, 
under the pseudonym of ‘ Heraclides of Damascus,’ 
by Nestorius after his deposition. There is little 
doubt that Heraclides is a fictitious personage; 
and, once we get to the book itself, there is no 
veiling of the fact that Nestorius is the author ; a 
pseudonym was necessary to prevent the book from 
being burned unread by those who hated the very 
name of the writer; for he retained very few 
friends, even among the Antiochenes, in his later 
life. The book has been preserved to our ovm day 
in a Syriac version, in the library' of the E. Syrian 
(Nestorian) Catholicos, at Qochanes in the moun- 
tains of Kurdistan. Only one MS has survived, 
and that was unknown to European scholars ; but 
it has lately been several times copied, and the 
book was published in 1910 by P. Bedj.an in Syriac 
and by F. Nau in a French translation of the 
Syriac. Already, however, J. F. Bethune-Baker, 
in Nestorius and his Teaching, had given copious 
extracts from it in English. The ‘ Apology ’ (which 
will be cited in this art. as Heraclides) begins with 
a lengthy introduction, in 93 chapters, on heresies, 
proceeds to a history of the Council of Ephesus, 
following the order of the acts of that Council, and 
notes numerous documents. A valuable appendix 
eals with events which followed the Council ; it 
mentions the Bobber Synod (‘Latrocinium’) of 
Ephesus (A.D. 449), and also the ‘Tome’ of Leo 
the Great (the Dogmatic Epistle to Flavian, bishop 
of Constantinople, Ep. xxviii., A.D. 449), which 
Nestorius praises greatly, and looks upon as sup- 
porting his own position. Nestorius died probably 
just before the Fourth Ecumenical Council, which 
was held at Chalcedon (opposite Constantinople) 
in 451. The later Monopliysile and Nestorian 
accounts of his death, as one might expect, differ 
considerably in detail. They are both quite un- 
trustworthy. For the Monophysite account and 
for authorities for Nestorius’s later life see Gibbon, 
Decline and Fall, ch. xlvii. n. 55 ; but the diseoveiy 
of Heraclides has corrected our previous knowledge 
on the subject. Cyril had died in 444, some seven 
years before his antagonist. 

The ‘ Apology' is railed in the Syriac the " Tegurta’ of Hera- 
elides, and Bethune-Boker translates this ' The Eaaanr of Hera- 
clides,’ suggesting that the original Greek had e/iTropior. But 
Nau (p. xviii), with much more probability, urges that the 
original was TTpaygarrea, which may mean either ‘ trade ’ or ‘ n 
treatise.’ It seems that the Syriac translator blundered, and 
gave the word the former meaning when he should have given 
It the latter. That a-payparti'a meant ‘ a treatise ’ in Nestorius’s 
own day is clear from the account in Socrates, who uses this 
word when he says that Nestorius had very little acquaintance 
with the 'treatises’ (TrpaypaTtiav) of the ancients. Audishu 
(Ebedjesus, f a.d. 1318), the learned Nestorian writer, mentions 
among Nestorius’s writings ‘the book of Nestorius.’ This 
favours Nau’s argument. For a further confirmation see E. W. 
Brooks, in J ThSl xvi. [1915] 263. 

After tbe Council of Ephesus there remained for 
some time a schism between the Antiochenes and 
the rest of Christendom. This was less on account 
of Nestorius — for even Theodoret later on, in his 
book on heresies (DCB iv. 917'’), speaks strongly 
against him — than because of Cj’ril’s .anathema- 
tisnis, which the Antiochenes greatly resented. 
Socrates merely mentions the schism (vii. 34), but 
we have many documents bearing on the subject, 
and these are collected in Mansi’s great work on 
the councils (vol. v.). Eventually, however, union 
was restored, largely through the efforts of Paul of 
Emesa, who acted ns intermediary between Antioch 
and Alexandria. The Antiochenes propounded a 
perfectly orthodox creed, containing the expression 
‘Theotokos,’ and this was fully accepted by Cyril 
(for the text see below, § s) ; they also agreed to the 
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condemnation of Nestorius. Cyril, on the other 
hand, explained (in a letter to Acaciua, bishop of 
Bercea and one of the Antiochene party) the lan- 
guage of his anathematisms in a manner satis- 
factory to John of Antioch and to most of the 
bishops of that party (below, § S). This was in 433. 
There were, indeed, opponents on both sides. Of 
Cyril’s adherents some, the progenitors of the 
Monophysites of the next generation, blamed 
Cyril severely. Of John’s adherents some were 
definitely Nestorian, some (like Tlieodoret) were 
still doubtful about Cyril’s orthodoxy, even after 
his explanations; and these all blamed John. But 
at last all the Antiochenes except fifteen (for whose 
names see Hefele, iii. 162 f.) agreed to the union, 
and the dissentients were deprived of their sees. 
For the after history of Nestorianism see § 8 below. 

3. Change of meaning of certain technical 
words. — in order to understand the doctrines 
taught by or imputed to Nestorius, it is necessary 
that we should investigate the meaning of the 
expressions substantia, oiala, inrSaraaii, persona, 
TrpSa-cotrov, and <pv<rts, as used by Christian writers 
of the pre-Nestorian period. ’These words, except 
the last, were during that period chiefly discussed 
with reference to the Holy Trinity, in consequence 
of the Arian controversy. But some of them were 
used in more than one sense, and, as is usually the 
case in similar circumstances, violent disputes arose, 
owing to a lack of proper definition, between theo- 
logians who meant the same thing, but expressed 
it in different words. It is the duty of the con- 
scientious historical student to endeavour to get 
behind words, and to discriminate between the two 
cases of essential diflerence between writers who 
use similar phraseology, and of essential identity 
between those who use different expressions. 

(а) Substantia and oMa . — We need not here 
consider the pre-Christian use of oMa (for this 
see A. Robertson, Select Writings and Letters of 
Athanasius [‘Nicene and post-Nicene Fathers’], 
Oxford, 1892, p. xxxif., and T. B. Strong, as 
below). The word was used by Greek Christian 
writers, though not quite exclusively (see below), 
to express that which is common to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, the divine ‘ essence ’ ; and the 
Latin equivalent was substantia. Thus the divine 
oia-la is spoken of by Justin hlartyr {Dial, 128) and 
Clementof Alexandria(.S'^row. ii. 2) ; and Tertullian 
{adv. Prax. 2) says that Father, Son, and Holy 
Gliost are ‘unius substantim.’ Hence the Nicene 
Creed affirms that the Son is ‘homoousios’ (‘of 
one substance’ or ‘consubstantial’) with the 
Father; and very shortly afterwards the same 
expression is used of the Holy Ghost, as in the 
Testament of our Lord (i. 41, c, A.D. 350); and 
Atlianasius’s Council held at Alexandria in 361 
(Soc. EE iii. 7 ; Soz. RE v. 12;, and some versions 
of the baptismal creed in the Egyptian Church 
Order, in the middle of or early in the 4th cent., 
speak of ‘the consubstantial Trinity’ (Maclean, 
Ancient Church Orders, Cambridge, 1910, p. 115; 
another version and the Ethiopic Church Order 
have ‘Trinity equal in Godhead’), It is ratlier 
remarkable that the word ‘homoousios’ is not 
applied to the Holy Ghost in the enl.arged Nicene 
Creed which we use at the present day (known as 
the ‘Constantinople Creed’); but it is so applied 
in the confession of Charisius read at the Council 
of Ephesus in 431 (Alansi, iv. 1.347). The word 
is an instance of a technic.al phra.se changing its 
me.aning, for in .another sense it is said to ii.ave 
been repudiated by the orthodox at Antioch in the 
3rd cent., when used by Paul of Samo.s.at.a (Hefele, 
i. 123 ; T. B. Strong, in JThSt iii. 292). For a 
detailed examination of the word ‘subst.ance’ see 
Strong in JThSl ii. 224, iii. 22. 

(б) ■Ts-&rro<rtt, persona, -rpbrmror, — ^The Cliurch 


had some difficulty in fixing on a proper phrase for 
expressing the distinctions in the Holy Trinity; 
and all these three words show at different periods 
considerable variation in meaning. The word 
inrbcrraa-is (lit. ‘foundation’ or ‘support’), which, 
as Socrates tells us {EE iii. 7), was not a term 
approved by Greek OTamraarians and philosophers, 
was first used by tire Christians in tlie sense of 
‘substance,’ oicrla; this, Socrates says, was the 
usage of many ‘ moderns.’ And this sense of the 
w'ord is frequent ; it is found in He P(see Westcott’s 
note, Com.^, London, 1906), also in Gregorj' Thau- 
maturgus (quoted by Basil, Egu ccx. 5), usually, 
but not always, in Athanasius (see Robertson, pp. 
90, 482), ana in the anathema attached to the 
Nicene Creed: ‘Those who saj' , . , that [Jesus] 
is of another hypostasis (^f irlpas wrocricem) or 
ousia [than the Father] . . . the Catholic Church 
anathematizes.’ On this anathema see J. H. 
Newman’s excursus revised by Robertson (p. 77 ff.) ; 
it is disputed whether intdcTaffti and oicla are hero 
meant to be identical ; Newman and Robertson 
assert the affirmative, the well-known theologian 
Bishop Bull (1634-1710), following St, Basil, the 
negative. If, as is probable, the books against 
Apollinarius contained in the works of Athanasius 
were written by that F ather, he denies the propriety 
of the expression ‘ hj'postatic imion,’ whicli became 
in the 5tn cent, the approved method of expressing 
the union of our Lord’s two natures (see below, § 5). 
But Athanasius here understands the phrase to 
mean ‘union of substance’ (see Hefele, lii. 3, and 
below (c)). 

This sense of iirSaracns gradually died out except 
among the Nestorians, and the lyord came to bo 
used to express the distinctions in the Godhead. 
It would be pure Arianisra to speak of ‘three 
liypostases ’ in the Godhead, in the earlier son.?o of 
tne word ; but the sense ehanged and men came 
(not without mueh hesitation) to speak of * one 
ousia, three hypostases ’ as denoting the Unity in 
Trinity. In tiie 3rd cent. Origen already uses M- 
a-racis in this sense, keeping oicrla lor ' substance 
(c. Cels. viii. 12, etc.). In the 4th cent. Gre"ory 
of Nazianzus {Orat. xxi. 35, ‘ On the great Athan- 
asius ’) says that oMa denotes the nature (^ilffit) of 
the Godhead, {nrocricrw the ‘properties’ (f5(6n?rM) 


)f the Three. 

Some of the Greeks, however, used rphruirov, ns 
■he Latins used persona, to denote the distinctions 
n the Godhead. Persona properly means an 
ictor’s mask,’ hence ‘a character’ on tlie stage, 
tnd so it is often used of ‘ a_ feigned character.^ 
Jut it came to mean ‘an indiridual,’_ ‘ a person, 
a personage.’ Similarly irpicronrov, which properly 
neans ‘a face,’ came in classical Greek to mean 
an actor’s mask,’ and in later Greek ‘a person, 
n a theological sense Tertullian already uses 
lersona of the Holy Trinity {adv. Prax, t, 1-), 
:nd he has been followed by Western theologmn 
o the present day, who have with one consei’i- 
poken of ‘ una substantia, tres personm. borne 01 
he Greek w-riters followed suit and nsedrpiscora 
o denote the ‘persons’ of the Holy Trinity, ns 
iippolytus early in the 3rd cent. {c. Hcer. Roux, 
. 14), Basil in the 4th {loe. cil.), and o theft. 
?hns, in later days Mcrracris and ® „ 

ised in the same sense, only that the 
ometime.s looked upon with suspicion ns being 
apable of a Sabellian mcanin^g, as if it men r 
appearance,’ ‘aspect’ on'T ? .Sabellms had sam 
hat there were three rrpbauram 
e meant that the Son and the Holy Ghost vere 
lie Father under different aApects (c, a.d. -w;- 
Iregory of Nazianzu.s, in the 4th cent. (U ■ 
x.xix. 11, ‘ On the holy lights ), n'lo'b's 
s-icrToctt and TpoauTTcy, though he prefer 
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The Tise of {nroa-Tocrit in this later sense met ■with 
some opposition. It had already caused some dis- 
cussion between Dionysius of Eome and Dionysius 
of Alexandria, in the 3rd century (see Westcott, in 
DCB i. 851). At the Council of Sardica (Sofia, 
the present Bulgarian capital) in 343 (for the date 
see Hefele, ii. 86) the Western bishops condemned 
the expression ‘ three hypostases’ as Arian, taking 
the word as equivalent to ‘ substance’ (Theodoret, 
SE ii. 6). And, still later, Damasus of Home (c. 
370) takes it in the same sense [ib. ii. 17). Jerome 
says [Ep. xv. 4, ‘ad Damasum’) that in Syriac 
they spoke of three hypostases, but he himself 
refused to use the expression, as ‘ hypostasis never 
means anything but essence.’ Gregory of Nazianzus 
{Orat, xxi. 35) says that ‘the Italians’ introduced 
the word ‘persons’ because of the poverty of their 
language (which prevented them distinguishing 
inrbarains from oMa) so as to avoid being understood 
to assert three essences. The Council of Alexandria, 
held in 361 (see above), determined with much good 
sense that the word may have either meaning 
(Hefele, ii. 277) ; and so Athanasius asserts (Tom. 
ad Antioch. 6). 

We are so accustomed to speak of three ‘ persons ’ 
in the Holy Trinity that we are apt to overlook 
the difficulties presented by the term in the earlier 
ages. It must not be taken, on the one hand, to 
mean three separate individuals, as if the Holy 
Trinity was like three men ; nor yet, on the other 
hand, must it be understood to denote merely three 
difl'erent aspects of the Godhead, as Sabellius 
taught. 

(c) {‘nature’). — Until the Council of Chal- 

cedon, in 451, the sense of this word was not 
absolutely fixed. It is used as a somewhat vague 
equivalent for oiiala. in Athanasius, de Synodic, 52 
(see Robertson, p. 478, note). But two traditional, 
though somewhat ambiguous, phrases were used 
by Cyril of Alexandria as from Athanasius. One 
was ivbisK (see Cyril’s third anathematism 

[Hefele, iii. 321), which, ii it meant ‘ a fusion of the 
natures,’ would be heretical ; and the other was 
‘ one incarnate nature of God ’ or ‘ of the Word ’ : 

toO Beov (X(57ou) <r€(rapKoifitvr] (ib. 3, 31, 141 f.). 
The former plirase, however, says only that the 
two natures were united, which all allow, and 
nothing of their being fused (see Cj'ril’s explanation, 
below, § S). In the latter phrase ^i5<ris is used with 
an approach to the idea oi ‘ personality ’ ; but the 
words were at least ambiguous, for they were 
quoted bjr Dioscurus at Chalcedon as proving 
Eutychianisra. This sense of 0i5o-(s happily passed 
away, or we might have had endless confusion. 
The phrase was believed by Cyril to have been 
used by Athanasius (‘not two natures, but one 
incarnate nature of God the Word’) ; but the book 
in which ib occurs, de Incamatione Verbi Dei (not 
to be confused with the famous treatise of that 
name by Athanasius), is really a forgery of the 
Apollinarian school (Robertson, p. Ixv). From 
the middle of the 5th cent. 0i5<ris was used of the 
di-vinity or the humanity of the Lord. He has 
two natures, dirine and human, united but not 
commingled. The Monophysites and Eutychians 
in different -ways affirmed the fusion of the two, so 
that they were, or became, one. 

For the later Syriac equivalents of some of the 
above terms see below, § 8. 

4. The doctrine of Nestorius examined. — We 
may now proceed to consider what the doctrine 
known as ‘ Nestorianism’ is, and whether, as a 
matter of fact, Nestorius himself taught it. Since 
the discovery of Heraclides, his doctrine has been 
re-examined by several writers, with the result 
that, while Bethune-Baker thinks that he ought 
to have been acquitted, Nau and Bedjan consider 
that oven after his ‘ Apology ’ he would have been 


rightly condemned. The question is a personal 
one, concerning Nestorius himself only, but is not 
of supreme importance. It does not affect the 
question, which is the really vital one, whether 
Nestorianism is erroneous. 

(a) What Nestorian ism is. — In order to emphasize 
the reality of our Lord’s manhood, in opposition to 
Apollinarism, this doctrine conceives of the In- 
carnate as uniting in Himself two persons, the 
Logos and a man, although these two persons were 
so inseparably united that they might in a sense 
be deemed one. But, putting aside all technicalities, 
it fails to affirm^' as Pearson admirably puts it 
(Expos, of the Creed, art. iii., p. 293, n. 92), that 
‘ the Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, was incarnate and made man, and . . . 
that the same only-begotten Son was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary.’ 
Nestorianism in reality denies a true Incarnation 
just as much as Apollinarism does. 

(b) What Nestorius did not teach. — We may clear 
the way by dismissing a popular charge against 
him, namely, that he denied that our Lord was 
God. It was commonly thought that he ivas in 
agreement with Paul of Samosata and Photinus. 
The former, a bishop of Antioch in the middle of 
the 3rd cent., taught that our Lord was merely 
man, and ‘ was not before Mary, but received from 
her the origin of His being ’ ; and that He pre- 
existed only in the foreknowledge of God (Athan- 
asius, de Synodis, iii. [45]). Photinus, the pupil of 
Marcellus of Ancyra in the 4th cent., taught much 
the same doctrine. But this was not Nestorius’s 
teaching, and the idea that it was so is largely due 
to his unfortunate saying about God and an infant, 
for which see below (f). Socrates (EE vii. 32) 
says that he had examined Nestorius’s writings, 
and found that he did not hold these opinions ; 
and the extant sermons and fragments, as well as 
Heraclides, fully bear out this verdict. 

(c) The title 'Theotokos' and the communicatio 
idiomatunr. — There can be little doubt that, though 
Nestorius did not deny that our Lord was God, yet 
much confusion was produced by his not being able 
to distinguish the abstract from the concrete. 
This inability is shared by most of the Syriac- 
speaking Christians of the present day, and is 
found among the Greeks of old time, though in a 
lesser degree (for (5»’0/ju;7ros=‘ manhood’ see below, 
(d)). To them the words ‘God’ and ‘Godhead’ 
were often interchangeable ; and so ‘ man,’ ‘ man- 
hood.’ This is probably due to a defective sense 
of personality. A modem E. Syrian, e.g., -ttill 
often say that ‘ there is much manhood ’ in a room 
when he means that there are many men present. 
Hence to Nestorius phrases like ‘God died’ or 
‘ God was born,’ which meant that ‘ He who is God 
died,' or ‘ He who is God was bom,’ implied that 
the Godhead died and was bom. In fact, he often 
imputed to his opponents the very doctrine which 
many of them imputed to him, that our Lord owed 
His origin to His mother. Nestorius had a horror 
of the method of speech which goes back to the 
earliest Christian ages (for instances see below), 
and is called by the Latins communicatio idio- 
matum and by the Greeks avrlSosi! ; by wliich, be- 
cause of the unity of our Lord’s person, the pro- 
perties of one of His natures are referred to wlien 
a title appropriate to the other nature is being 
used, when, e.g., Ignatius talks of the ‘blood of 
God,’ he means that He who is God shed His blood 
in His manhood. And so the phrases ‘ God died,’ 

‘ God was bom,’ however harsh they may sound to 
a modem ear, were common before Nestorius, ns 
expressing the fact that He who was bom of the 
Virgin Mary and died upon the Cross was truly 
God. But It would be false to substitute the 
abstract for the concrete in these phrases, and 
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eay that ‘the Godhead died’ or ‘was bom.’ The 
fact that ApoUinarius delighted in expressions such 
as the above was doubtless one element in setting 
Nestorius against them. 

The watchword of the Nestorian controversy 
was ‘Theotokos’ (Ocotokos, ‘God-bearer,’ Lat. 
dcipara). It had been long in use, and was the 
popular name of the Blessed Mother ; and, as w-e 
have seen (above, § 2), the prohibition of its use by 
Nestorius roused the fiercest opposition. It can 
only mean ‘ bearer of Him who is God,’ and not, 
as Nestorius supposed, ‘bearer of the Godhead.’ 
It enshrined the idtally important doctrine that 
the same He who was born of Mary was from all 
eternity God the Son, and not only one who was 
inseparably connected with Him. It ought to be 
added that BeoroKot is not designed to honour Mary, 
but rather to explain the position of her Child. It 
is perhaps unfortunate that it frequently gave 
place to the e.xpression ‘mother of God’ 

BeoO, ‘ Dei genetrix ’), which has not quite the same 
connotation, and may be liable to suggest Mono- 
physite ideas, which the original BeordKos does not 
do. Cyril himself uses, but very rarely, fivTTip Btov 
for BeoTOKos. It must also be observed that the 
question is not whether ‘ Theotokos’ is a suitable 
name to use (on that matter opinion ma}' legiti- 
mately vary), but whether the doctrine underlying 
the title, that He whom the Virgin bore is the 
same person as the Word of God, is true. The 
title was approved at the Ecumenical Council of 
Chalcedon in 451 (Hefele, iii. 347). 

Some instances of the communtcatio idiomatum in very early 
times may be mentioned. In Ac (‘ye killed the Prince of 
life ■) we have such an instance : ‘ the Prince of life ' is a title of 
our I.K)rd’s Godhead, hut St. Luke is speaking of His death. A 
striking instance would be Ac 2023 (‘the church of God which 
he purchased with his oam blood but we are not quite certain 
of the text; ‘God’ is a better supported reading than ‘the 
Lord,' but it has been suggested by Hort that originally the text 
ran ‘ with the blood of his own Son.’ Other early examples are : 
Barnabas, 7 (‘the Son of God . . . suffered’); Clement of 
Rome, Cor. 2 (‘ His sufferings ’ ; ‘ God ’ having preceded, accord- 
ing to vt — vck); Ignatius, Bph. 1 (‘blood of 

God ’), . ■ ' ■ my God ') ; Tatian, Address to the 

Greeks, ' ' ' ■ . , . Tertullian, ad Uxor. ii. 3 (‘blood 

of God'). 

The word ‘Theotokos’ had been used in the Srd cent, by 
Origen, who in his commentarj- on Romans gave an ‘ample 
exposition 'of the term (Soc. HE vii. 32); by Gregory Thauraat- 
urgus, nom. 1, ‘ On tlie Annunciation ’ (Eng. tr. in ‘ Ante- 
Nicene Chr. Lib.’ xx. 13411.); and by Archelaus of Kashkar, 
Disputation u-ith Hanes, 34 (li. p. 348); in the 4th cent, by 
Alexander, bishop of Alexandria at the time of the Nicene 
Council (quoted by Theodoret, BE i. 3) ; Eusebius, Vit. Const. 
iii. 43 ; Athanasius, Oral. c. Arian. iv. 32 ; Basil, Ep. ccclx., ‘ Of 
the Holy Trinity’; Gregory of Naaanzus, Ep. ci., ‘ad Cle- 
donium ’ ; and by others. 

The title was no real difficulty to the Anti- 
ochenes, who recognized its antiquity and its 
meaning ; and it did not stand in the way of union. 
Even Nestorius, when all went against him (for, as 
we have seen, the Antiochenes were much less for 
him than against Cyril) exclaimed : ‘ Let Mary be 
called Theotokos if you will, and let all disputing 
cease’ (Soc. HJS vii. 34). In a Greek fragment 
quoted by Loofs {Ncstoriana, p. 35.3) he is willing 
to tolerate the term ‘as long as the Virgin is not 
made a goddess ’ ; in a sermon (Loofs, p. 270) he 
suggests dfoSo'xor (‘one who receives God’) rather 
than BeoroKos. He wished, like Theodore (see 
above, § i), to introduce the term ivOponrcrroKos (‘man- 
bearer’) as a complement to Bsotokos, but he pre- 
ferred xparrorrfxor (‘Ciirist-bcarer’). Yet up to the 
end of his life, as we see again and again in Ilcra- 
clidcs, he attacked the term OeorSKos. (For two 
elaborate notes on this term see Pearson, Expos, 
of the Creed, art. iii., p. 318, notes .30, 37.) 

(rf) Favourite expressions of Nestorius. — He 
alwaj’s speaks of ‘ two hyposfa.ses ’ in Christ. It 
seems fairly clear that he use.s the word vrtioraaa 
in it-s earlier sense of ‘ -substance,’ and that he 
means by ‘ two hypo.stascs ’ our I.,ord’s two nature-s. 


But he causes some confusion by talking of the 
two hypostases and their two ‘ cliaracteristics ’ or 
‘natures’ {ipiaets). His persistent refusal to see 
any other possible sense of Oa-ioraa-ir, though 
another sense had beeonie common long before his 
day (above, § 3), is a justification of Socrates’ opinion 
{ME vii. 32) that he was ignorant (see below, § 6). 
A little later the Council of Chalcedon fixed the 
terminology by affirming that in our Lord there 
was one inrSa-racris, one Tvpbaonrov, two natures, 
‘■ndthout confusion, without change, without 
rending, -without separation ’ (do-iryxilrur, arptimes, 
iSiaiptrus, ix‘^P^<’~r(os [Hefele, iii. 350j). 

In many passages of Nestorius ‘ a man ’ is used 
where it is charitable to suppose that ‘ manhood ’ 
is meant (see above (c)). The use of this particular 
concrete for this particular abstract is found in 
older writers, such as Athanasius, who uses the 
phrase ‘ the Man from Mary ’ when he is speaking 
of our Lord’s humanity [Oral. c. Arian. iv. 35; 
so i. 45, etc.). Also in the Exposition of Faith 
(fx^eo-tj) Athanasius three times uses the expression 
6 Kvptasbs &vBponros for ‘ the Lord’s humanity ’ (also 
elsewhere) ; and subsequent writers followed him, 
Latins translating it by Homo Dominicus. But 
Augustine, who had used this phrase, later dis- 
approved of it {Retract, i. xi.x. 8). Bobertson 
remarks (p. 83) that Athanasius did not employ 
‘man ’ for ‘manhood ’ carelessly, nor in an ambmu- 
ous context, and that there is no doubt of Ids 
meaning. But, had he lived a centui-y later, 
Athanasius would probably have used diflerent 
language. In this connexion it should be added 
that certain NT expressions like 1 Ti 2’ (‘one 
mediator . . . [himself] man, Christ Jesus’) and 
1 Co 15^^ (‘the second man is of heaven’) are not 
relevant to the present subject. In these ‘man’ 
is not used for ‘ mankind.’ But it is quite Biblical 
to speak of our Lord as ‘ a man ’ (cf. Jn 8^“, Ac 2^ 
17«). 

The metaphors ‘temple,’ ‘veil,’ ‘vesture,’ and 
‘instrument^ {Bpyavor) are yery common in Nes- 
torius, as they had been in Theodore of Mop- 
suestia. In themselves they are unobjectionable; 
their context must determine whether they are 
suitable. If it is the ‘ manhood ’ that is the temple, 
or vesture, etc., the phrases are perfectly orthodox. 
But, if ‘a man’ is the temple, etc., they may 
reason.ably be objected to as erroneous. A few 
examples out of a great number are the following : 

‘Mary did not lie.ar the Godhead but a man (Aominem), the 
inseparable instrument of the Divinity’ (Loofs, p. 205). ‘The 
manhood (avCpwiroTTp-a), the instrument of the Godhead of Goa 
the Word’ (p. 247). ‘The Creature did not bear the Creator, 
bub bore a man (arSpuTrov), the instrument of (tliej Godhead 
(p. M2). ‘The Lord was clothed with our nature . . . the 
vesture of (the] Godhead, the inseparable clothin;; of the divine 
substance ’(p. 203). ‘I said that the temple was passlhle. and 
not God who quickens the temple which na.s suffered illera- 
elides (Bedjan, p. 318 ; Nau, p. 202]). 

It is much more difficult to find an orthodox 
sense for the expression awitpeia (‘connexion ), by 
which the union ell'ccted by the Incarnation is 
expressed by Nestorius and Theodore, Ibi.s is 
symptomatic of the whole trend of tbeir teaching, 
towards the conception of two distinct beings 
joined together, though joined insep.arablj'. 
objected to the expres.sion Ivoiais (‘ union ’), holding 
that it conveyed the idea of a confusion of uic 
human and divine natures. But the main objec- 
tion to avvatpeia was that it spoke of a conjunction 
of the Word with a man, not of human n.atiiro witii 
the Word. , 

Nestorius al.so frequently u.'ies the word rp.xrw- 
irov. But he use.s it verj' ambiguoii.'il.v. Thus he 
sever.al times speak.s in I/craclidcs of tho xpoounrer 
of the Godhead and the Tpoauirav of the iiintihooil 
(Bedjan, p. 280; N.au, p. 18.3, etc.); and .to be .-yip 
in a passage of a sermon which we have only m 
Latin (Loofs, p. 255) : ‘ Cbri.“t took the perron 
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(personam) of the nature that was in debt and 
throiTgh it paid the debt as a son of Adam.’ He 
affirms, indeed, one Tp6(Tonrov in our Lord, but he 
frequently appears to conceive of two persons 
[vpiatinra.) united so as to make one person (Hera- 
clidcs [Bedjan, pp. 94, 305, etc. ; Nau, pp. 61, 193, 
etc.]). 

It is, however, not so much by his technical 
terms (even though they show much confusion) 
that Nestorius must be judged as by the general 
character of his teaching. Theological terminology 
was in the process of construction ; as we have 
seen, technical words changed their meaning, and 
it was an indirect benefit of the early heresies that 
they forced men to think more clearly and to define 
their terms. In the matter of technical phrase- 
ology we shall do well even to stretch a point in 
giving Nestorius the benefit of the doubt whenever 
we are able to do so with a clear conscience. And 
it must also be remembered that most Christian 
thinkers of the first few centuries of our era were 
somewhat vague in their ideas of ‘personality.’ 
Even when we have fixed on proper words to express 
the ‘ persons ’ of the Holy Trinity, we still have to 
find suitable terminology for ‘personality ’ in man, 
for the word ‘ person " cannot mean exactly the 
same thing when we are speaking of the distinc- 
tions in the Holy Trinity as when we are speaking 
of the ‘ personality ’ of ourselves or of the Incarnate 
Lord. We may, therefore, now pass over Nes- 
torius’s technical terms and endeavour to estimate 
the general meaning of his teaching. 

(c) Examples of Nestorius' s teaching. — The 
counter-anathematisms were directed against those 
of Cyril, and ascribe to him Apollinarism pure and 
simple. But, in doing so, they run to the opposite 
extreme. The seventh, e.g., when literally trans- 
lated, runs as follows : 

‘If any one says that the man who was created of the Virgin 
and in the Virgin is the Only-begotten who was born from the 
bosom of the Father before tlie morning-star (liicf/erum), and 
does not rather confess that he became partaker of the designa- 
tion of Only-begotten because of connexion (tmitionem) with 
him who is naturally the Only-begotten of the Father, and also 
says that an}' other than Emmanuel is Jesus, let him be ana- 
thema’ (see Loots, p. 214, for the Latin of Marius Mercator, and 
Hefele, iii. 30, for a rather free English translation). 

Some of the other counter-anathematisms are 
scarcely less ‘Nestorian.’ Some are ambiguous; 
others charge Cyril with affirming what he never 
did affirm. On the other hand, Nestorius rejects 
an exaggeration of Nestorianism in his 6th anathe- 
matism : 

‘ If any one after the Incarnation calls another than Christ the 
Logos ... let him be anatliema ’ ; 

but from the rest of this 6th anathematism it is 
not easy to draw any good sense. 

From other writings of Nestorius may be cited a 
few examples, in addition to those already given. 
In some Nestorius approaches a position which it 
is difficult to distinguish from true Nestorianism ; 
in others he approaches orthodox doctrine. Cassian 
quotes him as saying : ‘No one bears one who was 
before herself’ (‘nemo anteriorem se parit’), and 
almost the same words (with ‘ antiquiorem ’) occur 
in his first letter to Pope Coelestine (Loofs, pp. 168, 
351). On one occasion (ib. p. 352), with reference 
to the name ' Theotokos,’ he asks if, because the 
babe John was filled with the Holy Ghost from 
his motlier’s womb, one ought to call Elisabeth 
‘ Pneuniatotokos ’ (‘ Spirit-bearer ’) — a question 
which shows him to have been either a hopelessly 
confused thinker, or else (if the relation of the Son 
of Mai'y to the Logos is to be compared with that 
of John to the Holy Spirit) a confirmed ‘ Nestorian.’ 
Another saying (Loots, p. 292) which is decidedly 
ambiguous is : 

‘ The same (o aMt) was both babe and Lord of the b.abe ... 
the same was b.abo and inhabitant (oiK^mp) of tlie babe.' 

The phrases ‘ Lord of the babe ’ and ‘ inhabitant 


of the babe ’ seem to point to two pemons, namely 
‘the Lord’ (‘the inhabitant’) and ‘the babe,’ 
even though they be united with ‘the same.’ In 
one of his sermons (Loofs, p. 327 f.) Nestorius 
says: 

• The babe that is seen ... is Son eternal in respect of that 
which is hidden. Son, Creator (SrnztavpySt) of all. . . . For the 
babe is God in his oira right (ourefoiJtrior).' 

Here we have a much closer approach to the con- 
ception of the single personality of our Lord. 

Nestorius repeatea Theodore’s language about 
the Logos dwelling in Christ, and about the in- 
dwelling being due to God’s good pleasure (eiSoKla). 
He saitf that Tie was willing to worship ‘ him that 
is borne on account of him that bears ’ (Bethune- 
Baker, pp. 44, 93, 153). 

In Heraclidcs the language is very diffuse and 
the arguments often difficult to follow ; they are on 
the whole better balanced than those of his earlier 
works, though they include much that is ambigu- 
ous. The following is a specimen (Bethune-Baker, 

p. 86): 

‘He passed through blessed Mary. ... I said that God the 
Word “passed” and not “was born,” because He did not 
receive a beginning from her. But the two natures being united 
are one Christ. And He who “ was born of the Father os to the 
divinity,” and “from the holy Virgin as to the humanity," 
is, and is styled, one; for of the two natures there was 
a union. . . . The two natures unconfused I confess to be 
one Christ.’ (He goes on to argue against the name ‘ Theo- 
tokos.'] 

It must be added that his summary of his otvn 
position in Heraclidcs is hopelessly confused (Bed- 
jan, p. 128 f. ; Nau, p. 83). It contains a state- 
ment of Christ’s sinlessness ; but it shows all the 
old inability to see the difference between the 
abstract and the concrete. 

(/) The saying about God and an infant. — This 
saying is so important historically that it must be 
considered separately. Socrates (HE vii. 34) re- 
ports Nestorius as saying at Ephesus during the 
time of waiting for the Antiochenes : ‘ I would not 
name him who is two or tlnee months old God ’ 
(^di rhv •^cvSjxevov SiitijvoTov sal Tpi/tijratoi' ois dv Qehv 
drojudcraipt). This saying embittered the people 
against Nestorius more than any other, and was 
doubtless one great reason for attributing to him 
the heresy of Paul of Samosata (see above (b)}. 
Nestorius deals with this saying in Heraclidcs, and 
either he or his Syriac translator gives anotlier 
turn to the sentence (Bedjan, p. 202 ; Nau, p. 121). 
Here it is made to run : ‘ I do not say that God is 
aged two or three months.’ In the Acts of the 
Council of Ephesus we read (Mansi, iv. 1181) that 
Nestorius was reported to the Council as saying 
that it is not right concerning God to speak of 
suckling or birth from the Virgin. ‘ So also then ’ 
(continued the witness Theodotus, who had been 
liis friend) ‘ he frequently said Si^rjvatov ^ TpippvaXav 
fiTi Setv \tyetr0ai 0e6v.’ The last words, Bethune- 
Baker remarks (p. 79 n.), would be read by no 
Greek scholar in any other way than as they are 
explained in Heraclidcs, i.e. ‘ that God ought not 
to be called two or three months old.’ But he 
perhaps forgets that, as a matter of fact, Nestorius 
was not understood in this sense ; for there is not 
the slightest ground for supposing th.at Socrates 
wilfully distorted his speech. The Greek-speaking 
people of the 5th cent, were not ‘ Greek scholars ’ 
— nor was Nestorius. And therefore it is by no 
means certain that (supposing that the words were 
exactly as given in tlie Acts of the Council) Nes- 
torius, when he spoke them, meant what Heraclidcs 
suggests. For what is the meaning of the phr.ase 
in Heraclidcs^. The proposition that ‘a two or 
three months’ old child is not God ’ is perfectly 
intelligible, however erroneous it may be. But 
there is no satisfactory sense in the phrase ‘ God is 
not two or three months old.’ No one would 
dream of affirming that He was. And, if Nestorius 
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really did mean such a foolish thing by ■words 
uttered on the spur of the moment, we cannot 
conceiv'e why he should hare repeated it ‘often’ 
{TToWdKtt). If ‘ no Greek scholar ’ could understand 
it otherwise, whj' did it make such a sensation in 
the Council of Ephesus ? The letter of the Council 
to the emperors (Mansi, iv. 1235 ff.) has the say- 
ing thus : dyi) rbv 5ifirjyaTov Kal rpifirfvaiov Oehv o6 
Xdyo), wliich shows that the Council understood the 
saying as Socrates did ; in this form it can only 
mean ‘ I do not call one who is two or three months 
old God.’ Assuredly no one present would have 
affirmed that ‘ God was two or three months old.’ 
And, if that were the meaning of the saying, why 
did not Nestorius explain it at once, when he found 
what a sensation it caused ? Under these circum- 
stances the suspicion arises that in the heat of the 
moment, and very probably witliout meaning quite 
all that he said, Nestorius made the statement 
attributed to him by Socrates, whether it was in 
the exact words given in the History, or in those 
given in the Acts of the Council, or in the letter to 
the emperors ; and that on reflexion he made the 
explanation which is found in Heraclides. The 
explanation has aU the appearance of being an 
after- thought. 

5. The solution of the question of the person- 
ality of our Lord. — Before we come to a conclusion 
as to Nestorius’s own teaching, let us consider hoAv 
the question was solved by Cyril and by the 
Antiochenes, whose united efforts prepared the 
way for the definitions of the Council of Chalcedon. 
The creed comiiosed by the Antiochenes, and 
accepted by Cyril as true, and incorporated by 
him in his celebrated letter to John of Antioch, 
■tvritten on the conclusion of the union, and known 
as Lactentur coeli (Mansi, v. 301 11'. ; for the Greek 
of the creed see Hefele, iii. 131 n. ), is of the greatest 
importance. It ran as follows j 

‘ We confess therefore our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
the Only-begotten, perfect God and perfect man, of n re.isonable 
soul (il/vxjt) and body ; before the ages begotten of the Father 
as to the Godhead, but in the last days tborn], thesame onelroi" 
ovTor), for us and for our salvation, of Mary the Virgin as to 
the manhood ; the same one of one substance with the Father 
as to the Godhead and of one substance with us ns to the man- 
hood. For there has become a union (fvuo-ij) of two natures 
(i^eVeuiv) ; wherefore wo confess one Christ, one Son, one Lord. 
According to this thought (fvvoiav) of the union without 
mingling (aoafyvvrov), we confess the holy Virgin (to be] Theo- 
tohos, because God the Word was made flesh (crapKaBij^aC) and 
became incarnate (ivavepoimjpai), and from the very conception 
united to Himself the temple which He took of her. But we 
know that the theologians make some of the evangelical and 
apostolical utterances about the Lord refer in common to the 
one person (irpjo-uiroi’), and separate others as (referring) to the 
two natures, and apply those which are divine (Ston-peirriv) to 
the Godhead of Christ, but those which are humble (deal with 
the humiliation) to His manhood.’ 

Here we have a perfectly orthodox etatemenfc of 
doctrine from the school that was supposed to 
favour Nestorius. Nothing could be more explicit 
than its positive affirmation that our Lord is one 
person, and nothing better th.an the statement of 
the distinction of the two natures. If the sus- 
pected word ‘ temple ’ occurs, the context makes it 
quite clear that it means ‘manhood’ and not ‘a 
man.’ With the last sentence, which is an addition 
to the creed as originally compiled, but is included 
in Cyril’s letter to John of Antioch, compare 
CjTil's fourth anatheniatism. 

Side by side with this confession of faith we may 
set Cyril’s teaching, both as first put out in his 
an, athematisms (Hefele, iii. 31 f.) and then as ex- 
plained by him {ib. p. 122). In the second anathe- 
inatism Cyril speaks of the Word ‘hypostatically 
uniting’ Himself with the flesh, i.e. with human 
nature. In the third he repudiates the word ‘con- 
nexion’ (cvrdy,€iii) and speaks of a ‘conjunction 
in physical union’ (enviha ry Kaff fptpcTH' ipucrtKyy). 
It was these last words that especially aroused 
opposition, though it was a traditional phrase (see 


above, § 3 (c)). And Cyril therefore in his explann- 
tion asserted that 

‘Christ had a reasonable human spirit (tn-rOpa), and that no 
mixing and mingling and no confusion of the natures in Christ 
had taken place ; but, on the contrary, that the Word of G^is 
in His own nature unchanpable ntid incapable of sufloring. 
But in the flesh one and the same Christ and only-begotten 
Son of God suffered for us ’ (translation revised from Hefele 
iii. 122X 

It is the bright spot in the rather sordid history 
of the controversy that Cyril and the Antiochenes 
showed such a spirit of mutual forbearance, and 
that each endeavoured to understand the real 
meaning of tlie otlier. Yet even modem writers 
have sarcastically spoken of hotli .John of Antioch 
and Cyril ‘eating their words’ and unworthily 
giving up their opinions. Tlie present mitei 
believes this to be an erroneous view of history ; 
and that John and Cyril had in reality agreed all 
along in their theology, though they had expressed 
themselves dill'erently. No historical character 
has been so variouslj’ judged as Cyril.' But, with 
all his faults of impetuosity and temper, he has the 
merit of liaving seized tlie real point of the contro- 
versy. When this was once done, it was possible, 
by explanation of the words used on either side, to 
arrive at a satisfactory agreement. The cmcial 
point was tliat it was essential for a trae Incarna- 
tion that He wlio was •with tlie Fatlier from all 


eternity, very God of very God, should bo the self- 
same He who was horn of the Virgin, and should 
not merely have been joined, however inseparably, 
to the child of the Virgin. It was enually essen- 
tial that His Godhead and His manliood should 
not be fused into something else, or_ confusedly 
commingled. On these points Cyril and the 
Antiochenes agreed. 

Two methods of expression wliich affirm that 
our Lord is a single Person must here be men- 
tioned. . 

{a) Impersonality of our Lord's mankoocl.—Tina 
has been the usual way of expressing tiie single 
personality. The personality is said to reside in 


our Lord’s Godhead as pre-existent, and therefore 
the humanity is said to oe impersonal in itself, hut 
personal in Him only (Bethune-Baker, p. 08). 
This does not mean that the human nature 'of 
Christ is in any way imperfect. It is perliaps 
more accurate to put it, as Betliune-Baker sug- 
gests, that our Lord’s human nature 'is imver 
impersonal, because it has His personality from 
the first’; which is another way of stating ilic 
same truth. But it would he pure Nestonanism 
to say that our Lord’s manhood had a personality 
other than that of His Godhead. _ 

(b) The 'hypostatic icnion.’ — This phrase has 
been generally approved as expressing tliat in our 
Lord there are two natures united in one Jiyjio- 
stasis or person. As we have seen, Cyril nses the 
expression, and it was used at a synod held unuer 
him at Alexandria (Hefele, iii. 29). It 
‘hypostatic union ’ tliat is tlie justification ot uio 
mode of expression called communicatio idwmaturn 
(above, § 4). But, though tlie phrase ‘ hypostatic 
union ’ is a valuable one when properly iinderatoou, 
it is doubtless capable of a wrong meaning, ft has 
already been mentioned (abov'o, §3) tliat Athanapus 
[or another writer of liis scliool) 
the sense of ‘ union of substance ’ ; and so ^ 
understood it to mean a union wliich resultca in 
ane nature (Nan, p. xv). Even taking 
its later sense of ‘ penson,’ the phrase might rota 
'the uniting of two persons so as to '"‘Y'" incm 
me person.’ In fact, tliis is a 6°°^ 
r technical term being n good servant hut a n 
waster. AVe have here also to ‘get behind 

6 . Conclusion from the evidence as to Nestonu 

1 Foropporitevlemi of Cyril’s character He-e;* 

ihould rvarf. Bat, ivhile both take r. decided line. 
s Impartiality iuelf as comp.artd v-ith Gibbon. 
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and Nestorianism. — Very different verdicts lia-ve 
been given, since tlie discovery of Hcraclidcs, on 
tile question whether Nestorius was a Nestorian. 
On the one hand, Bedjan and Nau, the editor and 
translator of the book, think that, even after the 
explanations offered in it, Nestorius would have 
been condemned as heretical. 

' We must not forget that the two natures involve with him 
two distinct hypostases and two persons (prosdpons) united 
together by simple loan and exchange ’ (Nau, p. xxviii). 

On the other hand, Bethune-Baker, on an ex- 
amination not only of Heraclides, but also of the 
other writings, considers Nestorius orthodo.x ; and, 
what is rather surprising, seems to think him an 
able man (pp. 122, 176 ff.): 

*The ideas for ^vhich Nestorius in common with the whole 
school of Antioch contended, really won the day*; ‘Nestorius 
himself was sacrificed “to save the face** of the Alexandrines* 
(p. 20:> 

The present writer cannot take so rosy a view of 
the matter as this, and especially dissents from 
the last three statements. It seems much more in 
accordance with the evidence to hold that Nestorius 
sometimes used heretical and sometimes orthodox 
language. If we may suppose that we have 
Scraclidcs as it left Nestorius’s pen, unaltered by 
the Syriac translator, we have, indeed, a better 
presentment of doctrine than in some of his other 
writings, though even in Hcraclides the tendencj’ 
is heretical, and the expressions, e.g., about two 
Trp6a-(owa are hard to reconcile with true teaching. 
On the other hand, we can scarcely, with Nau, 
adduce the expressions about two hypostases as 
heretical, as ‘ hypostasis ’ is here used in the older 
sense of ‘substance.’ And we may hope that, 
when freed from the temptation that besets an 
eloquent and popular preacher of saying rather 
more than on calm reflexion he would have written, 
and when in seclusion he had more time for think- 
ing out the problem and for writing on it at 
leisure, Nestorius to a great extent rid himself of 
his errors. For his heresy, if he was a Nestorian, 
was due to confusion of thought. We probably 
cannot come to a better conclusion tlian that of 
the contemporary historian, Socrates, who, though 
he mentioned iJestorius’s faults, especially as a 
ersecutor, candidly endeavoured to ‘ be unbiassed 
y the criminations of his adversaries ’ {lUS vii. 32). 
Socrates, having perused his writings, ‘ found him 
to be an ignorant man ’ ; he * found that he did 
not deny Christ’s Godhead,’ but that he was 
‘ scared at the term Theotokos as though it were a 
bugbear ’ (or ‘ hobgoblin ’). This was due, Socrates 
says, to the fact that, tliough eloquent, he was not 
well educated, and did not know tlie ‘ancient 
expositors.’ The conclusion, then, wliich seems 
most suitable to the evidence is that, wliile Nes- 
torius was not a systematic and consistent upholder 
of whatw’e call ‘Nestorianism,’ yet he sometimes 
spoke erroneously ; and, even if we mve him the 
benefit of tlie doubt with regard to technical terms, 
it is difficult to acquit him altogether of a certain 
amount of heresy, and of a heresy which is par- 
ticularly dangerous. 

He fully saw the danger of the opposite error, 
even though it was not as openly expressed as in 
the immediately succeeding age. But errors are 
usually the result of reaction from another error ; 
Apollinarism was a reaction from Arianism, Nes- 
torianism from Apollinarism, as afterwards Euty- 
ohianism was a reaction from Nestorianism. It is 
not always easy to hit the golden mean between 
two doctrinal extremes. Nestorius could see no 
mean between his teaching and tliatbf Apollinarius, 
and, as a consequence, he also, like Apollinarius, 
tended to destroy tlie Incarnation, thongli in ap 
opposite manner. But he was a foolish and obsti- 
nate man, who did not see tlie outcome of his own 
teaching. Had he explained it as C 5 'ril and the 


Antiochenes explained theirs, his future would 
have been a happier one. As it was, lie Avlio began 
by persecuting heretics was himself persecuted as 
a heretic till tlie day of his death. 

j. Writings of Nestorius. — (a) The following works ol 
Nestorius are now extant : The Book of Heraclides, preserved 
in Syriac (see 5 a above) ; the Counter-anathematisms, in reply 
to Cyril, preserved in a Lat. tr. by JIarius Mercator (Loofs, p. 
211); a Creek homily. On the Biph- Priesthood of our Lord, 
preserved among the sermons of Chrj-sostom (Loots, p. 230); 
three Greek homilies. On the Temptation (Nau, p. 335), also 
preserved in a Syr. tr. (Marius Mercator translated portions of 
these into Lat., and the fragments are extant; parts of these 
homilies hax'e been made up into a single homily attributed to 
Chrysostom): Letters (some in Greek) to Cyril, Cmlestine, 
Coolestius the Pelagian, John of Antioch, the emperor Theo- 
dosius, and others (Loafs, p. 165 ff.): Nau also gives (p. 370) 
two versions of a letter to the people of Constantinople, which 
Loofs (p. 202) looks upon as ‘doubtless unauthentic’ ; Sermons, 
chiefly in a Lat. tr. by JIarius Mercator, but also in fragments 
quoted by Cyril of Alexandria or in the Acts of the Council of 
Ephesus, or elsewhere (Loofs, p. 225 ff.) ; fragments of the Theo- 
paschites (Loots, p. 208) and the Tragedy (Loofs, p. 203), for 
which see below (c). 

(6) Probably unauthentic iforA's.— The Liturgy of Nestorius, 
still used by the E. Syrian or Nestorian Christians, is almost 
certainly not the work of that writer. It is not a complete 
lituiyy, but an Anaphora only, borrowing the first part of the 
service, and also the conclusion, from the older Liturgy of the 
Apostles Addai and Mari, which is the principal liturgy used 
by the E. Syrians. It is not of the type of liturgy with which 
Nestorius was familiar either at Antioch or at Constantinople, 
but is of the E. Syrian family, though it is influenced to some 
extent by the Byzantine rite. It was probably composed by an 
E. Syrian who had a Constantinople liturgy before him, and 
may be dated, in its original form, some time before Narsai, i.e. 
before the end of the 6th century. 

Besides the sermons mentioned above, P. Batiffol has sug- 
gested that 62 homilies preserved among the works of various 
orthodox writers are in reality the work of Nestorius (BB ix. 
(1900] 329). Tliey are thought to show the style and manner of 
thought of that writer. But, as Bethune-Baker remarks (p. 
102 f.), theological language was more fluid in the East than in the 
West in the earlier ages ; and therefore it does not follow that, 
because in a sermon we find a somewhat unusual phrase which 
was used by Nestorius, the sermon must be attributed to him. 
Batiffol's suggestion has not been very favourably received. 
On the general question of assigning the authorship of sermons, 
it may be remarked that there is nothing strange if one of 
Nestorius’s own sermons has been attributed to a preacher like 
Chrysostom, and preserved among his works. They were both 
of the Antiochene school of thought, and all Antiochenes had 
much in common in the way of literary style and line of reason- 
ing ; besides, the worst heretic (and we need not think worse 
of Nestorius than that he was a very confused thinker) does 
not always preach heresy. 

In addition to the above works there are extant Twelve 
Syriac Anathematisrns, given in Syr. and Lat. by Assemani 
(Bibl. Orient, ni. ii. 199-202) and in Lat. by Loofs (p. 220). But 
these are of verj' doubtful authenticity. 

(c) Old lists of Nestorius’s roorks. — Gennadius, who continued 
Jerome's Lires of Illustrious Men after his death, says that 
Nestorius wrote many treatises on various questions while still 
in Antioch, and that these were already tainted with his error. 
After he went to Constantinople, he wrote a work On the In- 
carnation, on 62 pass-ages of the Scriptures (Gennadius, de Fir. 
iltustr. 64). These works of Nestorius are not now extant. 

The Syriac translator of Ileraclides says that both Tlopastigos 
{=Theopasckites) and Ihe rrajed;/ were written as an apology 
against those who blamed Nestorius tor having demanded a 
council. ‘Theopaschites’ is n •■■ ■ • 

and had already been used, if . 
by Gregory of Nazianzus (R. P 

Oxford, 1879-1901, ii. 4307); in the 6th cent, it was applied to 
the Monophysites in connexion with the addition to the 
Trisagion ot the words ‘One of the Trinity was crucified’ 
(Hefele, iii. 457 f.). It was somewhat like the older nickname 
‘ Patripassians,' which denoted those who were said to hold 
that the Father suffered. 

In Audishu’s list of Nestorius's writings are given : the 
Tragedy, Beraclides, n Letter to Cosmos (not extant), the 
Liturgy of Nestorius (see above), a book of Letters, and a book 
ot Hmnilies and Sermons (Bethune-Baker, p. 20). 

8. The later Nestorians. — (a) Within the Itoman 
empire. — It has already been stated (above, § 2 ) 
that the Antiochenes ivere doctrinally divided 
among themselves. After the general acceptance 
of the union arranged by John and Cyril some of 
the bishops finallj’ refused to assent to it, and, 
openly siding with Nestorius, were deprived of 
their sees. Several of them seem to have travelled 
eastwards, no doubt taking witli them those of 
their priests and deacons who supported them, and 
reinforced the E. Syrian Church (see below). 
■Whatever view we take of Nestorius’s own tench- 
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ing, some of these Antiochene extremists were 
thoroughgoing ‘ Nestorians,’ and it is to them 
that the E. Syrian Church owed its knowledge of 
the controversy. Yet for a considerable time Nes- 
torianism retained some footing in the jRoman 
empire itself ; e.g., Cosmas Indicopleustes, the 
well-known traveller and geographical w'riter, who 
lived in Egypt, and published his books in 547, is 
said to have been one of its adherents (Gibbon, 
Decline and Fall, ch. xlvii. n. 116; DCB iv. 32*’). 

(fi) In the Persian empire. — The ‘East Syrian’ 
Church, or, as it proudly calls itself, ‘ the Church 
of the East,’ had existed, in all probability, from 
the Apostolic Age; but, it being the Church of 
the Persian empire, its members were a good deal 
cut oil' from their brethren who were subject to 
the Roman emperor, and the separation ever tended 
to increase. It was fostered by the civil authori- 
ties for political purposes. Yet it is somewhat 
surprising to learn that the E, Syrians knew 
nothing officially of the Council of Niecea till 410. 
Similarly, they did not hear of the Christological 
controversies of the Roman empire until they were 
practically decided there. The dissentient Antioch, 
enes would not give them a favourable account of 
Cyril and of the proceedings at the First Council 
of Ephesus, and to this day they hold that Nes- 
torius was unjustly condemned, and reckon him, 
with Diodorus and Theodore, among the ‘ Greek 
doctors’ whom they commemorate on the fifth 
Fridaj’- after Epiphany. They bear witness to the 
absence of personal connexion between Nestorius 
and their Church by not including him among the 
‘ Syrian doctors,’ i.e. those of the ‘ Church of the 
East.’ They accepted the ‘Tome’ of Leo and the 
decrees of the Council of Chalcedon as part of their 
Sunhadhus, or book of canon law ; and their final 
separation from the Orthodox did not take place 
till about the time of the conquest of the Persian 
empire by the Muhammadans in the 7th century. 

Their missions in the whole continent of Asia 
were extensive ; the foundation of the old Church 
in India, that of the ‘ Christians of St. Thomas ’ in 
Malabar, was due to them, and is attested by 
Cosmas Indicopleustes in the 6th cent. {DOB i. 
693®) ; a monument at Si-ngan-fu in China stUl 
bears witness to their activity in that country; 
and their evangelistic zeal gave rise to the story 
of Prester Jolin. But this Church which spread 
all over .\sia is now reduced to the ‘ shadow of a 
shade,’ and finds its home, to the number of 100,000 
souls or more, in the mountains of Kurdistan, and 
in the neighbouring plains of Adiiarbaijan in j 
Persia and of N. Mesopotamia in Asiatic Turkey. ’ 

The great school of the Nestorians was at Edessa, [ 
or Ur-hai. After the death of liabbulas, Cyril’s 
great supporter, Ibas succeeded as bishop of that I 
city, and fostered Nestorian teaching. Bub they [ 
were finally driven out of Edessa in 4S9 by the 
emperor Zeno, and they then established their 
school at Nislhis. 

(e) Do the E, Syrians hold Nestorian doctrine ? — 
This is not an easy question to answer fully ; 
there is, however, no necessary connexion between 
it and tliat already considered, whetlier Nestorius 
was a Nestorian. There can be no doubt that 
some of the E. Syrian writers have xised decidedly 
Nestorian language. Y'et on the whole it is re- 
markable how free their liturgical and synodical 
language, in particular, is from it. There is, how- 
ever, a phrase to which they cling tenaciously, 
and wiiicdi must be considered. 'The}' affirm that 
in Christ there are two kyfini, two qnum£, one 
par.ptpd (the Syriac words are given ns pronounced 
by them, though the plural termination is often -T 
inther than ■£). The first of tliese terms, kyuna, 
is <pC<Ta, ‘ nature ’ ; the second, gnumd, is C’r&rrac-tr ; 
the third is rpicu.'ror transliterated. It seems 


clear that, like Nestorius, the E. Syrian Christians 
take {nrdaracris in its oldest sense of ‘substance’ 
and so they talk of the qnuma of the Godhead aiu! 
the gnuma of the manhood. If we may acquit 
Nestorius, when he spoke of ‘ two hypostases,' of 
meaning by that term two persons, we may cer- 
tainly also acquit the E. Syrians of doing so. 
They try to make a distinction between kijann 
and gntiwa, when speaking of our Lord, but really 
they mean much the same thing by both words, 
AVe may notice that both they and their neigh- 
bours, the Monophysites or W. Syrians (known .os 
‘Jacobites ’), speak of the three gnfimi in the Holy 
Trinity, not of three parsitpi. We see, therefore, 
here some inconsistency. For a very careful dis- 
cussion of these and other Syriac technical terms 
see the appendix (by another pen) to Bethune- 
Baker’s Nestorius and his Teaching (p. 212 If.). It 
is very generally agreed that, whatever vitality 
‘ Nestorianism ’ may have had in the past in the 
E. Syrian writers, it is now entirely dead among 
these Christians. It is an e.vample of their con- 
fusion of thought that in the oath taken by their 
bishops they affirm that Christ has one will, one 
power, and is confessed in two kydn6, two qniimi, 
and one ‘parsiipd of filiation ’ (the last is a very 
common phrase in their writers). But hlono- 
theletism was the very opposite error to Nestorian- 
ism (Nan, p. xii). 
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NETHiNIM (NETHONIM). —According to 
he thcoiy of the Priestly Code (P), Nu 3*'® 8 ■'(cf- 

ilso 18°), the Levites were given (ntlhun'm) unto 
i.aron and his sons in hehalf of the children ot 
srael, ‘ to do tlie service of the taljcimncle. J hey 
vere a wave-oflering given to Jnliwch in place o' 
he first-born, a gift to Aaron and his sons froin 
.mong the children of Israel ‘ to do the service ot 
he tent of meeting.’' So, in the (Jreck Ezra 
I Es P) tliej’ are called hicrodouloi iq.v.}, or 
craple servants, which is clsewliere in Uus book, 
.s in Josejdins, tlie translation of ncthinhn. ims 
hcory doe.s not, however, conform witli tiie c.-irlier 

4 As our present Hebrew text reads they were 
sihunim, which the tr.anslators render J')}'?’'! *1 

uttcrlv given.’ Probably (see Ii.iUen, ” V/ 

[ehcmlah/ p. SS) we should read nahtnUn '■-thvoim.i.e. 
hev were 'Kethinim given unto A.aron j’.' 

■Vf/iiinim and n/'fMnlm arc, in tact, ''‘'‘T ',1'" 1 -’‘...yhi.V 
tone and the same word and are oonfu'e-.! wi .U • , 

■f. Ezr Sir), u is worthy of note how large a 
le lAivitical name’, especially In the liter boozi, are co... 
cunds or derivatives of ndthan, ‘give.’ 
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practice. As late as the Exile the Levites are 
priests. In the reform of Josiah (623 B.C.) every 
Levite was recognized as a priest, having poten- 
tially the right to serve as such in the Jerusa- 
lem Temple (so the book of Deuteronomy). At 
this time and earlier the hicrodoxiloi, who per- 
formed the menial or non-priestly service of the 
Temple, were fregueutly, if not generally, foreign 
slaves, given for this purpose {nethinXm), or the 
descendants of such slaves — precisely the same use 
which we find in the temples of other countries, 
both earlier and later, as in Babylonia and Greece, 
and even in the Muhammadan shrine at Mecca. 
From analogy we should suppose that this would 
have been the case ; that it was so up to and in- 
cluding the time of Nehemiah is clear from the 
testimony of the Bible. 

According to Nu 31““, out of all booty of war, in- 
cluding slaves, a certain proportion was to be given 
to the priests and Levites — ^^vhich is reallj’ a record 
in legislative form of an ancient fact and right. A 
case of this in actual practice, referred to in the 
story of the conquest of Canaan under Joshua, is 
that of the Gibeonites, made ‘ hewers of wood and 
drawers of water for the house of God’ (Jos 
cf. also 1 K 9-“'-). According to the book of Ezra, 
this practice, for the Jerusalem Temple, dated back 
to David, the Nethinim of his day being descen- 
dants of the slaves ‘ whom David and the princes 
had given for the service of the Levites’ (8“). 
Among the Nethinim of that period are noted 
^ecifically, also, descendants of slaves given by 
Solomon (Ezr 2“°). These Temple slaves were, as 
a rule, foreigners, captives taken in war, and in 
the first generation presumably uncircumcised 
heathen. Hence Ezekiel’s protest : ‘ No foreigner, 
unoircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, 
shall enter into my sanctuary ’ (44“).* He proposes 
that instead of these foreign slaves the Levitical 
priests of the high places shall be made nSthlnlm, 
ministers of tlie sanctuary. This rule, however, 
was not adopted, at least in this form, at that date, 
and, after the return from the Exile we still find 
the non-Levitical Nethinim, descendants of former 
Temple slaves, servants of the sanctuary. It is 
from the post-Exilic witings that we obtain our 
fullest notices of these Nethinim, and in the books 
of Ezra and Nehemiah we first find, in fact, the 
word nethinim used as a terminus technicus.^ 
Here, also, we have the first distinct and clear 
mention of the method and organization of the 
Temple service, and of the titles of the Temple 
servants and officials. Of these there are five 
distinct classes mentioned : priests, Levites, singers,* 
porters, and Nethinim. In the list of those return- 
ing from the Exile (Ezr 2“*’“, 1 Es 5““"**, Neh 7‘‘i-«<>) 
35 to 41 families of Nethinim are mentioned, with 
an additional 10 families of ‘ sons of the slaves of 
Solomon.’ The whole number of Nethinim, accord- 
ing to all these lists, was 392 individuals. The 
inclusion of tlie ‘ sons of the slaves of Solomon ’ in 
this total is an evidence, it may be said in passing, 
of their constituting part of the Nethinim, in con- 
nexion ivith whom they are mentioned in all places 
where the name occurs. The names in these lists 

1 Zee 1 There iball be no more a Canaanite in the house 
of JibiTch.' This ts commonly understood, however, not to 
refer to Canaanites in a racial or religious sense, Canaan mean- 
ing ‘ merchant ’ or ‘ pedlar.’ 

* The w'ord occurs sixteen rimes in these two boolts (once as 
net/iunim); elsewhere in the Bible only in 1 Ch 0“, and perhaps 
in the two passages in Numbers already cited. 

Among the singers there were included, apparently, women 
as well as men (of. Ex 16=0, Ps 68=3). In the salary lists from 
the temple of En-lil at Nippur we have also both men and 
women among what are evidently the Nethinim of that 
temple. Among those included in the lists of temple employees 
there are singers, gatemen, shepherds, grinders, weavers, 
temple servants, etc. Incidental erddence of forced habour is 
furnished by the note against some names, indicating that at 

L*””® those persons were not on hand, having run away 
(A, T. Clay, Bab. Ex. cf Univ. of Penn. xiv.). 


are very largely foreign, including Edomite, Assyr- 
ian, and especially Aramtean elements, and many 
of them do not occur elsewhere — incidental evi- 
dence of the non-Israelite origin of the Nethinim. 

In the account of Ezra’s return (Ezr 8**'“*) we 
are told that from Ahava on the Euphrates he 
sends to Iddo, the head-man of Casiphia, to obtain 
Levites and Nethinim, of whom there was a lack 
in the returning caravan, and receives in return 
38 Levites and 220 Nethinim. In Neh 3“®- “* we are 
told that the Nethinim lived in the Ophel, and 
that the house of the Nethinim was ‘opposite the 
gate of the muster.’ In 11“* we are again informed 
that the Nethinim dwell in the Ophel, and that 
Ziha and Gishpa (Hasupha?) are their chiefs. In 
Neh 11“ we learn that they have possessions among 
the cities of Judah, like the priests and Levites, 
and in 10““'- they, with the Levites, porters, and 
singers, are among the covenanters, who ‘ entered 
into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God’s 
law.’ Like the priests and Levites, they were free 
from taxes (Ezr 7“*). 

From all this it would appear that before the 
Exile the Nethinim had ceased to be foreigners and 
had become a part of the Jewish people, so firmly 
attached to the Temple that the Exile could not 
break that attachment, so that a goodly number of 
them, when the opportunity was given, returned 
to their ancestral occupation of the service of the 
Temple. Evidently they were by this time re- 
garded as an integral part of Israel, and as such 
they had their inheritance like the rest among the 
cities of Judah. It is clear that they must nave 
been well organized for the fulfilment of their 
functions before the Exile, and that organization 
was handed down and became the basis for the 
later organization in ‘ families,’ with two head-men, 
those in service quartered in a house especially 
assigned for that purpose in the Ophel, the rest 
living in their possessions among the cities of 
Judali, It also appears that they considerably 
outnumbered the Levites. 

In the book of Chronicles the Nethinim are 
mentioned only once — 1 Ch 9“,* a passage which is 
really taken from the list in Neh and should 
he regarded as a citation of an earlier source. 
With this exception there are no Nethinim * in 
Chronicles. They disappear entirely, as do also 
the singers and the porters, all of them being now 
included in the Levites, to whom are assigned all 
the functions heretofore performed by them. So 
far as the functions of the Nethinim are concerned, 
this is explicitly stated at a later date, about the 
commencement of the Christian era, by Philo in 
his de Freemiis Saeerdotum, 6, where he says that 
the sweeping and cleaning of the Temple were done 
by the Levites. 

The protest of Ezekiel, to which attention has 
already been called, was the basis of the theory of 
the Priestly Code, as expressed in Numbers, which 
was finally put in practice at the time of the 
Chronicler, not by the elimination from the Temple 
of the descendants of the slaves, but by their 
amalgamation with the Levites, with the prohibi- 
tion presumably for the future of the admission of 
any foreign slaves. 

We may then sum up the history of the origin 
and development of the Nethinim as follows. From 
the outset there were attached to Israelite temples, 
to perform various services, slaves, either bought 
with money, or foreigners, captives of war ; and 
indeed, in the case of captives taken in war, a 
certain portion was always assigned to the service 

• The Peshitto Syriac here renders Nethinim hy ‘ Bojoumers,’ 
in Neh 10 and 11 by ‘slaves,’ in Ezr 8=“ by ‘men.’ 

1 1 Gh 0 seems to show this amalgamation. Here the Levites 
are divided into three tribes, among whom are included specifi- 
cally the singers ; and the Levites are described as Nethinim, 
given for all ‘ services of the tobernacle.’ 
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recognizes that certain reciprocal rights and duties 
exist between warring Powers and States which 
elect to remain at peace. In the first case the 
rules laid down owe their existence to the gradually 
increasing power of commerce ; in the second in- 
stance we find that modem reform is due not to 
the self-interest of nations and individuals, but to 
purely humanitarian and ethical considerations, 
which themselves are the fruit of a higher civiliza- 
tion and the slow growth of moral sentiment. 

The whole law of neutrality is based upon the 
principle that peace is the normal state of civilized 
mankind, that war is an interraption of this con- 
dition. In early times this was far from being the 
case ; indeed, it was war that was the rule and 
peace the exception. And until the end of the 18th 
cent, belligerent States were so much more power- 
ful than neutrals that their right to violate terri- 
tory, to interfere with commerce, to do, in fact, as 
they pleased, was practically ung^uestioned. The 
ethics of war consisted for them in considerations 
simply of military advantage. How was victory 
to be attained most speedily and cheaply? How 
was defeat to be made cnishing and permanent? 
These principles operated with peculiar severity 
upon neutral countries. But the military power 
of neutrals cannot now be disregarded, and belli- 
gerents must respect their rights at the risk of 
increasing the number of their enemies. To this 
extent the power to dictate terms on matters affect- 
ing neutrals has changed hands. 

The position of a neutral during war is held to 
be the same as it was before hostilities began — 
free, that is, from all restraint — except with regard 
to the observance of certain rules which are re- 
garded as binding upon all civilized nations. Two 
ilear principles underlie those rules ; ( 1 ) neutrals 
must he absolutely impartial 5 ( 2 ) belligerents must 
show absolute respect for the sovereignty of 
neutrals. This impartiality on the part of neutrals 
had to be secured at one time by special treaty. 
But the feeling gained ground that neutrality 
ought to mean one thing or another, and that on 
the outbreak of war every nation ought to make a 
clear choice between openly engaging in war and 
standing out of it altogether — the decision taken 
being, of course, subject to future re-consideration. 
Even after this new point of view prevailed, how- 
ever, there was for a long time an exception in 
favour of defensive alliances. A State could pre- 
serve its so-called neutrality, while giving assist- 
ance previously promised to one of the belligerents, 
without, as would now be the case, being held a 
party to the war. 

The rights and obligations which are set forth 
in the law of neutrality are ( 1 ) those between 
belligerent States and neutral States, and (2) those 
between belligerent States and neutral individuals. 
The duties of neutral States are to act towards 
belligerents with impartiality and to acquiesce in 
the exercise on the part of either belligerent of his 
right to punish neutral merchantmen for breach of 
blockade and carriage of contraband. The duties 
of a belligerent are to respect the sanctity of 
neutral territory, to act towards neutrals with 
impartiality, and to refrain from suppressing their 
intercourse and especially their commerce with the 
enemy. A neutral State must not assist either 
belligerent with men, money, or the necessities of 
warfare. It may not allow forces of either belli- 
gerent to pass through its territory or the agent of 
either to le'i’T troops or fit out warlike expeditions 
thereon. When by any fault or accident it has 
failed to preserve an honest neutrality, it is obli- 
gatory on a neutral Government to make suitable 
reparation at the risk of being involved in the 
hostilities. A neutral Power incurs no responsi- 
bility if it allows its nationals to leave neutral 


territory to enlist in the serrices of a belligerent. 
Nor is it bound to prevent its nationals from trad- 
ing in_ contraband uuth a belligerent, but such 
trade is subject to the belligerent’s rights of 
capture. 

The obligation on a belligerent to respect the 
sanctity of neutral territory implies that his land 
forces may not enter the country of a neutral, and 
that he may not carry on hostilities in its waters. 
In technical language, he may not use its land and 
waters as a base of operations. When he has failed 
to obey regulations of a fair and legitimate kind 
which a State has made for the preservation of its 
neutrality, he must offer all reparation in his 
power. It is the modern practice of nations to 
allow the ordinary commerce of neutral individuals 
to proceed unmolested, subject to certain restric- 
tions and under rules which may be regarded as 
having been fixed by the Declaration of Paris in 
1856. These rules are : ‘ A neutral flag covers 
enemy’s goods with the exception of contraband of 
war’ and ‘Neutral goods, with the exception of 
contraband of war, are not liable to capture under 
an enem 3 '’s flag.’ It is the desire of the neutral to 
continue his trade as far as possible uninterrupted 
by the war ; it is the aim of the belligerent to 
prevent commodities of all kinds from reaching 
the enemy, and any settlement of the question of 
what trade may be legitimately conducted by 
neutrals is in effect a compromise between their 
interests and those of the belligerents. Certain 
goods may be carried by a neutral to a belligerent 
only at the risk of capture, these being known as 
contraband of trade, and it is the practice of a belli- 
gerent at the beginning of a war to publish a list 
of what he intends to treat as contraband. All 
other goods, in the absence of a blockade, may be 
freely carried between neutrals and belligerents. 
Articles of contraband are primarily and ordinarily 
those used for military purposes in time of war. 
Articles which may be and are used for purposes 
of war or peace, according to circumstances, are 
classed as conditional contraband. It is obviously 
in the interest of neutrals to restrict the list of 
contraband within the narrowest limits, whereas a 
belligerent seeks to widen the scope of the term to 
his own advantage, so that disputes as to what 
should or should not be considered contraband are 
of frequent occurrence. Absolute contraband can 
be captured by a belligerent on its way to enemj' 
territory and confiscated. But, if consigned by 
one neutral to another, it is not liable to capture, 
unless it can be shown that it is intended ulti- 
mately to reach a belligerent country. This is 
known ns the doctrine of continuous voyage. Con- 
ditional contraband may only be captured if it is 
consigned to a belligerent Government, or its agent, 
or to the armed forces of the belligerent. This 
rule, however, has recently been held inapplicable 
to modern conditions, and the distinction between 
absolute and conditional contraband has been 
practically obliterated. 

If a neutral intends to run a blockade, he does so 
at the risk of the loss of his ship. If he performs 
what is called unneutral service — i.e. if he carries 
officials in the service of one of the belligerents or 
important dispatches belonging to a belligerent, 
or if he convej’s signals for the benefit of either 
party, or aids with auxiliary coal, repair, supply, 
or similar ships — he is liable to be treated as a 
belligerent. 

There are certain States, persons, places, and 
even things which have been made permanently 
neutral, or, in technical phrase, have been neutral- 
ized. The ordinary State maj^ be neutral, and 
remain neutral or not, as it pleases. But States 
like Belgium and Switzerland have not this free- 
dom of choice. By international agreement they 
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of the priests of the sanctuaries. As in the case 
of other sanctuaries, so also in Jerusalem, from 
David’s time onwards, slaves were assigned from 
among the captives taken in war for the service of 
the sanctuary, and in post-Exilio times there still 
existed a special subdivision of these Nethinim, or 
slaves of the sanctuary, claiming to be descendants 
of those given at the organization of the Temple 
services under Solomon. 

The priests of the Jerusalem Temple, as of the 
other sanctuaries, were Levites, and all Levites 
were priests performing the priestly functions. The 
other functions of the sanctuary were performed by 
the slaves given for this purpose. These functions 
were divided, so far as our information goes, into 
three main parts ; singing, guarding the gates and 
performing the service of porters, and the more 
menial functions, such as cleaning. It was to 
those performing the latter functions that the title 
Nethinim was given. Originally the slaves as- 
signed to these various functions, being presumably 
largely foreign captives, were heatlien and some- 
times uncircumcised. They themselves, however, 
or their descendants, continuing in the service of 
the Temple, became in time circumcised Israelites. 
At the same time, their ranks would seem to have 
been recruited from time to time by foreign 
captives ; hence the protest of Ezekiel, referred to 
above, against uncircumcised foreigners serving in 
the Temple. 

With the overthrow of the high places and the 
concentration of worship at Jerusalem, in 623 B.C., 
it became necessary to provide for all Levitical 
priests at that Temple. Had they become priests 
there, its priestly sacrificial stafi" would have been 
inordinately increased ; hence the priests of that 
Temple resisted this reform for the sake of their 
own prerogatives and perquisites. The Reforma- 
tion, however, marks a very distinct step in exclu- 
sivism — the separation of the Jewish people from 
the outside world, and of their sacred worship and 
its service from all outside contact. 

The protest of Ezekiel, himself a priest of the 
Temple, and his proposition to have all Temple 
service performed by Levites, are evidence of the 
existence among the priests of the intent to preserve 
priestly functions and prerogatives exclusively for 
the descendants of the priests of [the Jerusalem 
Temple. Hence the rejection of the claims of 
Levites from other sanctuaries to act as priests 
in their Temple. It is also evidence of a 
spirit of religious exclusivism, which would shut 
out foreigners from the nation, and particularly 
from the sacred religion of the nation, as repre- 
sented in the Temiile functions. ‘ Let us get rid 
of the foreigners and utilize these Levites for the 
service of the Temple heretofore performed by 
them. The Levites deserve to be so treated as a 
punishment for their idolatry in the past.’ 

In principle this point of view was made effective 
in the Priestly Code, which did not, however, 
become the law of the Jews or of the Temple until 
long after the return from the Exile. To this 
extent, however, Ezekiel’s point of view seems to 
have become at once effective, that, with the 
return from the Exile, only those counted as Jews 
were allowed to serve in the Temple, circumcised 
men of the Jewish religion. Such the porters, the 
singers, and the Nethinim had become, and with 
the restoration of tlie Temple after the Exile they 
resumed their old functions. The number of so- 
called Levites who retumed was very small in 
relation to the number of these three classes of 
Temple servants. 

Precisely what the function of the Levites now 
was it is difficult to determine. Theoretically they 
seem to be distinguished from the priests on the one 
hand and from the porters, singers, and Nethinim 


on the other. The tendency was, on the one side 
to push down the Levites, by making them inferior 
to the priests, and, on the other, to exalt the 
Temple servants by bringing them to an equality 
with the Levites. The distinction of priests, 
Levites, porters, singers, and Nethinim is estab- 
lished for the time of Nehemiah (c. 440 B.c.) and 
of Ezra (c. 380 B.c.). The Priestly Code, promul- 
gated at the latter period, abolishes the distinction 
between those rendering any service below that of 
the priesthood in the Temple. They are all alike 
to be regarded as Nethinim, given to God for the 
Temple service, and, accordingly, in the records of 
the Chronicler (c. 300 B.C.) we find the old distinc- ^ 
tions done away with. There are now only priests ‘ 
and Levites. This process seems to have been a 
gradual one, and afiected first the singers. So in 
certain remodelled portions of Nehemiah (nu-'s- 
2 ‘jf. jpsf- s-in 27-25] tjje musicians are already regarded 
as Levites. This is true throughout Chronicles, 
and here indeed they not only no longer rank below 
Levites, but they are the highest class of Levites. 
By the time of Agrippa ii. {A.D. 50) this attitude 
of exaltation of the singers at the expense of the 
Levites in general reached a climax, so that at that 
time the singers became a separate class, entitled 
to wear linen robes like the priests (Jos. Ant. XX. 
ix. 6). 

Door-keepers were the next to be included as 
Levites, as shown by I Ch 9-® 15’®- 23®'®, and 

Nethinim the last. With the admission of the 
latter, all are alike ; Levites are Nethinim, and 
Nethinim are Levites. 

There is no mention in the NT of singers, porters, 
or Nethinim, as distinct from Levites. At that 
time, apparently, all Temple functions, outside of 
the sacrificial ones, were performed by those who 
were called Levites, i.c. the descendants of the 
ancient Levitical priests of the high places, and of 
the slaves attached at various times to the Temple 
by purchase or by capture for the performance of 
the various other functions, as Philo also testifies. 

The Talmud, by its references, show'S_ that Ne- 
thinim did nob exist in the Talmudic period, but it 
also shows that the Talmudic interpreters were 
conscious of the foreign origin of the Nethinim, 
mentioned in the Biblical books. Accordingly in the 
Talmud Nethinim are classed with, or even placed 
below, bastards, and their descendants for all time 
forbidden to marry with Israelites [Yeh. ii. 4, vui. 

3, Kid. viii. 8, Yen. Hor. iii, 5, and Yer. Yeo. 


viii. 6). 
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NEUTRALITY.— The term neutraUs, or ‘neu- 
tral,’ as technically applied to States and jicrsons, is 
not older than the I5th cent., its equivalent in classi- 
cal Latin being medii or medii amici. TbesuUjectoi 
neutrality is one of the most important in the co 
of rules which regulate the intercourse of nations, 
and it includes not only principles and pra™®®® 
which are as old as international law, but aiso 
elements of the most recent date. Tlie .la"’ " 
neutrality is new in so far as it deals witn in 
relations between belligerent States and the in- 
dividual citizens of neutral States, whose interest 
it is to continue their commercial pursuits un- 
hindered by the war. It is new in so far as ii 
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recognizes that certain reciprocal rights and duties 
exist between warring Powers and States which 
elect to remain at peace. In the first case the 
rules laid down owe their existence to the gradually 
increasing power of commerce ; in the second in- 
stance we find that modem reform is due not to 
the self-interest of nations and individuals, but to 
purely humanitarian and ethical considerations, 
which themselves are the frait of a higher civiliza- 
tion and the slow growth of moral sentiment. 

The whole law of neutrality is based upon the 
principle that peace is the normal state of civilized 
mankind, that war is an interruption of this con- 
dition. In early times this was far from being the 
case ; indeed, it was war that was the rule and 
peace the exception. And until the end of the 18th 
cent, belligerent States were so much more power- 
ful than neutrals that their right to violate terri- 
tory, to interfere with commerce, to do, in fact, as 
they pleased, was practically unquestioned. The 
ethics of war consisted for them in considerations 
simply of military advantage. How was victory 
to be attained most speedily and cheaply ? How 
was defeat to be made crushing and permanent? 
These principles operated with peculiar severity 
upon neutral countries. But the military power 
of neutrals cannot now be disregarded, and belli- 
gerents must respect their rights at the risk of 
increasing the number of their enemies. To this 
extent the power to dictate terms on matters aflect- 
ing neutrals has changed hands. 

The position of a neutral during war is held to 
be the same as it was before hostilities began — 
free, that is, from all restraint — except with regard 
to the observance of certain rules which are re- 
garded as binding upon all civilized nations. Two 
ilear principles underlie those rules ; (1) neutrals 
must be absolutely impartial ; (2) belligerents must 
show absolute respect for the sovereignty of 
neutrals. This impartiality on the part of neutrals 
had to be secured at one time by special treaty. 
But the feeling gained ground that neutrality 
ought to mean one thing or another, and that on 
the outbreak of war every nation ought to make a 
clear choice between openly engaging in war and 
standing out of it altogether — the decision taken 
being, of course, subject to future re-consideration. 
Even after this new point of view prevailed, how- 
ever, there was for a long time an exception in 
favour of defensive alliances. A State could pre- I 
seiwe its so-called neutrality, while giving assist- 
ance previously promised to one of the belligerents, 
without, as would now be the case, being held a 
party to the war. 

The rights and obligations which are set forth 
in the law of neutrality are (1) those between 
belligerent States and neutral States, and (2) those 
between belligerent States and neutral individuals. 
The duties of neutral States are to act towards 
belligerents with impartiality and to acquiesce in 
the exercise on the part of either belligerent of his 
right to punish neutral merchantmen for breach of 
blockade and carriage of contraband. The duties 
of a belligerent are to respect the sanctity of 
neutral territory, to act towards neutrals with 
impartiality, and to refrain from suppressing their 
intercourse and especially their commerce with the 
enemy. A neutral State must not assist_ either 
belligerent with men, money, or the necessities of 
warfare. It may not allow forces of either belli- 
gerent to pass through its territory or the agent of 
either to le^’y troops or fit out warlike expeditions 
thereon, when by any fault or accident it him 
failed to preserve an honest neutralitj’, it is obli- 
gatory on a neutral Government to make suitable 
reparation at the risk of being involved in the 
hostilities. A neutral Power incurs no responsi- 
bility if it allows its nationals to leave neutral 


territo^ to enlist in the services of a belligerent. 
Nor is it bound to prevent its nationals from trad- 
ing in_ contraband with a belligerent, but such 
trade is subject to the belligerent’s rights of 
capture. 

The obligation on a belligerent to respect the 
sanctity of neutral territory implies that his land 
forces may not enter the country of a neutral, and 
that he may not carry on hostilities in its waters. 
In technical language, he may not use its land and 
waters as a base of operations. When he has failed 
to obey regulations of a fair and legitimate kind 
which a State has made for the preservation of its 
neutrality, he must offer all reparation in his 
power. It is the modern practice of nations to 
allow the ordinary commerce of neutral individuals 
to proceed unmolested, subject to certain restric- 
tions and under rules which may be regarded as 
having been fixed by the Declaration of Paris in 
1856. These rules are : ‘ A neutral flag covers 
enemy’s goods with the exception of contraband of 
war’ and ‘Neutral goods, with the exception of 
contraband of war, are not liable to capture under 
an enemy’s flag.’ It is the desire of the neutral to 
continue his trade as far as possible uninterrupted 
by the war ; it is the aim of the belligerent to 
prevent commodities of all kinds from reaching 
the enemy, and any settlement of the question of 
what trade may be legitimately conducted by 
neutrals is in eiieot a compromise between their 
interests and those of the belligerents. Certain 
goods maj' be carried by a neutral to a belligerent 
only at the risk of capture, these being known as 
contraband of trade, and it is the practice of a belli- 
gerent at the beginning of a war to publish a list 
of what he intends to treat as contraband. All 
other goods, in the absence of a blockade, may be 
freely carried between neutrals and belligerents. 
Articles of contraband are primarily and ordinarily 
those used for military purposes in time of war. 
Articles which may be and are used for purposes 
of war or peace, according to circumstances, are 
classed as conditional contraband. It is obviously 
in the interest of neutrals to restrict the list of 
contraband within the narrowest limits, whereas a 
belligerent seeks to widen the scope of the term to 
his own advantage, so that disputes as to what 
should or should not be considered contraband are 
of frequent occurrence. Absolute contraband can 
be captured by a belligerent on its way to enemj' 
territoi-y and confiscated. But, if consigned by 
one neutral to another, it is not liable to capture, 
unless it can be shown that it is intended ulti- 
mately to reach a belligerent country. This is 
known as the doctrine of continuous voyage. Con- 
ditional contraband may only be captured if it is 
consigned to a belligerent Government, or its agent, 
or to the armed forces of the belligerent. This 
rule, however, has recently been held inapplicable 
to modern conditions, and the distinction between 
absolute and conditional contraband has been 
practically obliterated. 

If a neutral intends to run a blockade, he does so 
at the risk of the loss of his ship. If he performs 
what is called unneutral service — i.e. if he carries 
officials in the service of one of the belligerents or 
important dispatches belonging to a belligerent, 
or if he conveys signals for the benefit of either 
party, or aids udth auxiliary coal, repair, supply, 
or similar ships — he is liable to be treated as a 
belligerent. 

There are certain States, persons, places, and 
even things which have been made permanently 
neutral, or, in technical phrase, have been neutral- 
ized. The ordinary State ma 3 ’ be neutral, and 
remain neutral or not, as it pleases. But States 
like Belgium and Switzerland have not this free- 
dom of choice. By international agreement they 
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bound themselves to refrain from engaging 
in war unless in strict self-defence, and, so long as 
they observe this agreement, the guaranteeing 
Powers undertake to protect them from attack. 
Thus the invasion of Belgium in 1914 by Germany, 
one of the guaranteeing Powers, nms the imme- 
diate cause of the participation of Britain in the 
European War. The province of Savoy, the grand 
duchy of Luxemburg, and the Suez Canal occupy a 
position similar to that of Switzerland. I'he 
persons of nurses, doctors, and chaplains attending 
to the sick during war have also by convention 
acquired a neutral character. 

Literatukb. — A fuller discussion of the principles outlined 
above will be found in T. J. Lawrence, Principles of Inter- 
national Lawi, London, 1910, and similar text-books. The 
reader should also consult T. E. Holland, Studies in Inter- 
national Laiu, Oxford, 189S, oh. xiv. ; L. Oppenheim, Inter- 
national Law, London, 1906, deals exhaustivelj’ with the subject. 

M. Campbell Smith. 

NEW BIRTH.— See Regeneration, Teans- 


The moieties have a number of subdivisions, which 
are probably local groups. In the totemic region 
the totems are usually birds. 

Hereditary chieftainship with patrilineal succes- 
sion is probably present in the totemic region, at 
the southern end of New Ireland, and in the north- 
western part of New Britain. In some parts of the 
Gazelle Peninsula two kinds of chief are dis- 
tinguished — one ivhose business it is to look after 
the shell-money, while the other or others lead in 
war — but both offices may be combined in the same 
person. When these dignities are hereditary, tliey 
pass to the brother or sister’s son. 

In other parts of the Gazelle Peninsula, and 
probably elsewhere, authority depends chiefly on 
wealth and position in the organizations known 
as the Dnkchik and Ingiet, especially the former. 
These resemble the secret societies of other parts of 
Melanesia. The Dulcdukia the more recent, at any 
rate in the Duke of York Islands and New Ilritain. 


MIGRATION. 


It is said to have come to them from the southern 


part of New Ireland, rvhere it has now almost dis- 

NEW BRITAIN AND NEW IRELAND. — appeared. It has two sections called Du/rduZ: and 
These are the two largest islands of an archipelago, Tubuan, represented in the rites by men wearing 
lying north-east of New Guinea, which also in- different forms of conical head-dress. The Tnbiian 
eludes New Hanover, the Duke of York group, is always in existence and is called the mother of 
Vuatom, and many other islands. The group is the Dukduh, which ‘comes to life’ annually and 
mainly of volcanic origin, and has several active dies again later in the year. The cult of the dead, 
volcanoes. Large regions are still wholly unex- which is the motive of similar societies in other 
plored, especially in the interior and on the south parts of Melanesia, is not obvious in the ritual of 
coast of New Britain. The regions about which the Du/fcdMZ:, and there is reason to suppose that this 
most is known are the Gazelle Peninsula at the ritual may have been derived in part from a cult 
north-eastern extremity of New Britain, the Duke of the sun. The DuMuk is an organization whose 
of York group, and the southern half of New Ire- members exert great powers over the rest of tlie 
land. community, from whom they are able to extort 

1. Population. — The islands are inhabited by a money and other goods by a process of terrorization 
population bearing a general resemblance to other and blackmail. Rank within the organization 
Melanesians, but probably showing less variation probably depends chiefly on wealth. 

than in most other parts of Melanesia, the more The other secret organization, the Jnyief, is more 
negroid characters of this people predominating clearly connected with a cult of the dead. Stone 
especially in the Gazelle Peninsula. images, which represent dead ancestors m human 

2. Language. — Most of the languages spoken in or animal form, are prominent^ in _ its ritual, 

the archipelago belong to the Melanesian family. Within the Ingiet is another organization, entered 
but several peoples are knowm to speak languages by a special process of initiation, which is devoted 
resembling the Papuan languages of New Guinea, to practices of the kind usually called magical, 
and more will probably be found in the unexplored Their special feature is that members learn how 
parts of New Britain. The best knoivn of the to project some part of themselves, called magit, 
peoples who speak these non-Melanesian languages into the form of an animal or of some other human 
are the Baining, w'ho occupy the hills in the in- being. 'The magit brings about the effect wliicli 
terior of the Gazelle Peninsula, and the Sulka, the worker of the spell desires — usually the injury 
living to the south of the isthmus of this peninsula, of some other person. In another branch of the 
Neither people differs physically from its neigh- Ingiet men learn how to protect themselves from 
hours w'ho speak Melanesian languages, though the harmful action of the magit pf others. _ 
striking differences of culture accompany the differ- Another feature of the Ingiet \a^ the practice of a 
ence of language. rite in -which new members are initiated on the top 

3. Social organization and secret societies. — of a high canoe-shaped platform erected on a tree 
Two chief forms of social organization are known ; set in the ground with its roots upwards. Ihe 
the dual organization -ndtli matrilineal descent, and initiates are submitted to certain ordeals, and 
the totemic clan-organization, probably -ndth mat- those -who fail to retain a proper instructor who 
rUineal descent also. The dual organization occurs tells them how to behave run the risk of becoming 
in the Gazelle Peninsula, the north coast of New transformed into beings, called tutana vuraint, 
Britain, the Duke of York group, and the greater who live for ever as wUd men of the woods. 

part of the southern half of New’ Ireland, while the Dances in which enormous masks are worn or 
totemic organization is found in the northern half carried take place among the Baining, but 
of New Ireland and New Hanover, and in a some- do not appear to be any definite organization 
■w’hat different form on the south-eastern coast of corresponding to the Dukduk and Ingiet. . 
New Ireland. These tw'o regions will be spoken of 4. Disposal of the dead. — There is much vancty 
in this article as the dual and totemic regions in the disposal of the dead. In the dual region 
respectively. interment is the most general mode. In 1 1 

The moieties of the dual region are in most parts Duke of York Islands the oodles of infinentifti m 
named after birds, and the attitude of the people are either thrown into the sea or exposed on pm - 
tow'ards the object connected with their moiety forms, usually in canoes. One ' j 

resembles that usually associated with totemism. region is the use of the upright position of tim ae 
In the Duke of York Islands the animals connected body. Bodies thrown into the sea are . 
with the moieties are insects, and the respect shown so that they will take this attitude, and ’ 

to these animals is even greater than is usual in ally the body of a chief may_ be interred ; 
Melanesian totemism ; if one is found dead, it is position. In the_ totemic region the i ’ 

buried with the same honours as a human being, method is cremation, but the dead may be p 
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on platforms or maybe either interred or burned in 
the sitting position. In one region of New Ireland 
the dead are packed in chalk in the sitting position 
and preserved under the roof of the house in which 
the survivors live. 

The people of New Britain who speak non- 
hlelanesian languages dispose of their dead in dis- 
tinctive ways. The Sulka bury them in the sitting 
position, but with the upper part of the body above 
the ground and covered with a tower-like structure. 
The Baining inter the dead body, but take no 
special precautions to prevent its bein" devoured 
by pigs or dogs ; and, associated with this absence 
or care for the body, there is said to be no belief in 
a life after death. The other people of the Gazelle 
Peninsula believe in homes of the dead in the east. 
One of these, called Tingenatabaran, reserved for 
those who have acquired large quantities of shell- 
money, has an abundance of all that the Melan- 
esian desires, while those who have not acquired 
sufficient wealth pass to a comfortless existence in 
a place called Yakupia. 

Though the skulls of the dead are sometimes 
preserved and are the object of ceremonial, there 
is no regular cult of dead ancestors apart from 
the Ingiot and Ditkdvk. The ghosts of the dead, 
called tabaran, are greatly feared, being supposed 
to have a harmful influence on the living, but 
we do not know of oflerings and prayers to these 
beings such as form a prominent part of the 
religious ceremonial of many other parts of 
Melanesia. 

5* Supernatural beings. — There are beliefs in 
several kinds of spiritual beings, some of whom are 
beneficent and others injurious to man. We do 
not know of any being who can be regarded as a 
supreme deity except in New Ireland, in the central 
part of which there is a belief in a good being who 
made the sky, the earth, and its peo^e. This being 
is called hintuhuhct, a word which means ‘ female 
ancestor,’ and is also used for the birds and other 
sacred objects connected -with the moieties of the 
dual organization. The who is believed 

to have created the world, is not, however, supposed 
to take any special interest in her handiwork. 
Men have no duties towards her ; they neither pro- 
pitiate nor pray to her, and she neither punishes 
nor rewards. 

A class of beings in whose beneficence towards 
mankind the people of New Britain believe is called 
inal ot pcpc. These beings live in banyan trees ; 
they are not birds, though they resemble tliem in 
having wings. They send men into conditions of 
trance, in which they acquire new knowledge, ot 
into states of ecstasy so that they are able to per- 
form acts of which they are quite incapable in 
their ordinary condition. In the trances men 
learn new songs, dances, and love-charms, are 
taught how to make certain ornaments, and attain 
other desirable knowledge, but they are never 
taught any measures by which they can harm 
their fellows. Initiation into the cult of the inal 
also assists in the attainment of happiness in the 
life after death. The knowledge how to become 
possessed by the inal is obtained through a process 
of initiation by, and payment to, those who already 
possess the knowledge. If in his trance a man 
learns a new dance or song which appeals to others, 
he can sell it, the cult thus becoming a source of 
profit. It is a question, however, whether this eco- 
nomic.al aspect of the belief is not relatively recent. 

Another class of supernatural beings, called kaia 
in the Gazelle Peninsula and iadar in the central 
part of New Ireland, occupies a more prominent 
place in the minds of the people. These beings 
have a local character and are greatly feared by 
all except the people of the districts which they 
inhabit, to whom they act ns protectors, thus 
VOX- IX. — 22 


forming a kind of guardian-spirit. It is believed 
that any intrusion on the domain of a Icaia or the 
taking of fruits or other objects by strangers is 
resented by this being, who thus protects property 
and preserves the produce of the district for its 
inhabitants. The most important of the kaia are 
gigantic creatures with the bodies or tails of snakes 
and the bearded faces of men. They have compan- 
ions who are believed to be harmful to those who 
oflend the Icaia. The most important of these 
companions are dogs w-ith hanging ears and other 
characters which distinguish them from the Mel- 
anesian dog of the present time. Other compan- 
ions of the Icaia are pigs, fowls, lizards, snakes, 
ants, and other animals, many of which are natur- 
ally harmful to mankind. The kaia not only is able 
to bring disease upon individual persons, but also 
may punish a whole community by causing earth- 
quakes, volcanic eruptions, thunder-storms, floods, 
pestilence, or famine. 

There are beliefs in several other supernatural 
beings which take a less important place in the 
lives of the people than that of the tabaran and 
kaia, or tadar. Female beings are believed to 
inhabit hollows in rocks or trees, from which they 
come forth in the dusk and entice men, who suffer 
in consequence from painful diseases of the sexual 
organs. Dwarfs w’ith long beards and of enormous 
strength are said to uproot trees from the ground 
and bear them to their dwellings. Wild men, who 
have only two teeth and long tufts of hair growing 
from forehead, neck, and sides, are believed to be 
derived from the unborn children of women who 
die during pregnancy. 

The people of the west coast of New Ireland 
believe in men with long hair, in others with a 
face at the back as well as in front of the head, in 
others with enormous ears, and in another with 
one arm of the ordinary length and the other 50 to 
80 j-ards long, with which he seizes canoes which 
venture within its reacli. Still anotlier being 
belongs to a river which disappears under ground 
to reappear again at the spot where the spirit is 
believed to dwell. 

All these beings are thouglit to be still alive, 
though some of them are never seen by mortal eye. 
Stories are also told of men of old time who no 
longer exist. Prominent among these are two 
men connected with the moieties of the dual 
system of whom numerous stories are told, all of 
which illustrate the superior ability and wisdom 
of one and the stupidity and ignorance of the 
other. 

6. Sun-worship. — ^In one district of the island of 
Vuatom there is a definite cult of the sun, the rites 
of which take place at the southern solstice, and 
there is some reason to suppose that a cult of the 
sun may underlie certain features of the ceremonial 
of the Dukduk. The sun is sacred to one of the 
moieties in the central part of New Ireland, and in 
the northern part of New Ireland an object repre- 
senting the sun is burned after it has been the 
subject of rites. 

7. Circumcision. — Circumcision is practised by 
the Sulka and in Book Island, Ij’ing between New 
Britain and New Guinea, while the operation 
of incision occurs at the nortli-east end of New 
Britain. In Rook Island the opcr.ation takes place 
in a club-house and is followed by a long period of 
seclusion. 

8. Money. — The sacred character of money, of 
which there are definite signs elsewhere in Mel- 
anesia, comes out very strongly in New Britain, in 
one part of which the shell-money is called tambu 
— a word which has the general meaning of ‘ sacred.’ 
This money takes a very prominent place in the 
ritual both of the Dukduk and of the ceremonies 
following death. 
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9. Drums. — Two kinds of ‘ drum ’ are used — the 
form more properly called a gong and the drum 
proper, the sound of which is produced by striking 
a membrane. It is the gong that is used especially 
in sacred rites, while the drum proper is used in 
connexion with dances of a more secular character. 
The instrument used to make the mysterious sound 
of the secret rites is the bull-roarer, and the shell- 
conch is also prominent in these rites. 

10. Betel. — Betel-chewing, in irhich a mixture 
of areca-nut, betel-leaf, and lime is used, is a 
general custom, and some or all of the constituents 
of the mixture are used in magical and religious 
rites, 

11. Art. — The decorative art of the dual region 
is characterized by the presence of spirals, udiile 
that of the totemic region takes the form of highly- 
complicated carvings, the general motive of which 
is the representation of a struggle between birds 
who act as the guardians of mankind and evil 
beings represented by snakes. In this region 
bisexual images are made about the meaning of 
which we have at present no information. 

LrTERATCTBK. — R. H. Rickard, Prac. Roy. Sac. Victoria, iii. 
[1901] 46, VO ; A. Willey, Zoological Reoultc based on Material 
from New Britain, New Guinea, Loyalty Islands, etc.,pt. 6, 
Cambridge, 1902; P. Rascher, A A xxix. [1904] 209; P. A. 
Kleintitschen, Die Kiistenceioohner der Gazetlchalbinsel, Hilt- 
rup bei Munster, 1906; R. Parkinson, Drciszig Jahre in der 
Siidsee, Stuttprart, 1907 ; E. Stephan and F. Graebner, IVett- 
Mecklenhurg, Berlin, 1907; P. J. Meier, Mythen und BrzdhU 
ungen der Kilstenbewohner der Gazelle-Halbinsel, Munster, 1909 ; 
Anthropos, iii. P903] 1005, v. [1910] 95, vi. [1911] 837, vii. [1912] 
706, viii. [1913] 1, 286, 6S8; P. G. Peekel, Religion und Zauberei 
auf dem mittleren Neu-Mecklenburg, Miinster, 1910 ; G. Brown, 
Melanesians and Polynesians, London, 1910; G. Friederici, 
Beitrdge zur Volher- und Sprachenkunde von Beutsch-Neu- 
guinea, Berlin, 1912 ; W. H. R. Rivers, The Mist, of Melanesian 
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NEW CALEDONIA. — This island, tvhich 
forms the south-western extremity of Melanesia, 
is inhabited by a people who resemble other 
Melanesians in showing a mixture of two main 
types, one Negro and the other resembling the 
Polynesian. There is much linguistic diversity, 
but little is knoum about the character of the 
languages. All those recorded belong to the 
Melanesian family, though of an aberrant kind. 

1. Social organization. — The social organization 
varies in different parts of the island. An exo- 

amous clan-organization, in some cases on a local 

asis, appears to be general, but there is no evidence 
of any dual system. In some parts the clans are 
named after ancestors, and elsewhere they appear 
to be totemic, each clan being associated with an 
animal which may not be eaten and is regarded as 
a father. The members of certain social groups 
are believed to be able to promote the growth of 
plants, and this power is associated with a tabu on 
the use of the plants as food, but we do not know 
whether these social groups have other totemic 
characters. Wherever we learn its nature, descent 
is patrilineal, and inheritance also follows this 
mode of transmission. The cross-cousin marriage 
is practised, and there is definite avoidance between 
brother and sister. The relation between a man 
and his sister’s son, so frequent in Melanesia, takes 
in this island the special form that a man who sees 
the blood of his nephew thereby obtains extensive 
rights over his property. 

Hereditary chieftainship Arith succession in the 
male line is found, and there is some evidence for 
the presence of the distinction between sacred and 
secular chiefs. The sacred chief is highly honoured 
and is s.aid to be regarded as a divinity. 

2. Religious beliefs. — There is no evidence of 
any belief in a supreme deity, but there is a belief 
in several sacred beings with special names who 
preside over the home of the dead or are believed 
to live on mountains. There is little doubt, how- 


ever, that, as in other parts of Melanesia, the 
essential element in the religion of the people is 
the cult of dead ancestors. Ufierings are made to 
the_ skulls of dead relatives, and certain men are 
believed to be able to summon the ghosts of dead 
chiefs and obtain from them information about 
the future. 

_ Masks are worn on certain occasions, as in the 
rites which follow death and after the operation of 
incision, but we have no evidence that tliey are 
connected with such definite organizations as are 
present in other parts of Melanesia. 

There is a definite cult of the sun in Avhich the 
tombs of ancestors are visited and fires are liglited 
on ‘ altars ’ on the tops of mountains. Bites are 
performed both at sunrise and at sunset. There 
IS evidence that chiefs are especially associated 
with the sun, for, Avhen a chief is dead, the people 
say, ‘The sun has set.’ 

There is a belief in a snake-like being inhabiting 
a cave, and there seem to be other signs of a cult 
of serpents, although there are no snakes on the 
island. 

3. Disposal of the dead. — There is much variety 
in the modes of disposal of the bodies of the dead. 
In one method of frequent occurrence the body is 
buried in the squatting position with the head 
above the grouna so that the skull can be removed 
and preserved, this taking place six months after 
death in the case of a chief. The teeth may be 
extracted as relics, and the teeth of women may 
be sown in order to promote the growth of crops. 
The dead are sometimes interred in the extended 
position, as a special mark of honour. They are 
also mummified, especially among the chiefs of the 
northern part of the island. In some cases in 
which the body is preserved caves are used as 
funerary chambers, but more frequently the body, 
with the legs folded on the trunk, is placed 011 a 
platform in a banyan or other kind of tree. This 
method, which is said to be ancient, is now in 
vogue chiefl|y in the interior of the island. The 
dead are believed to go to a place at the bottom of 
the sea, whose chief is represented with rocks in 
the place of the lower part of the body and with 
trees growing from the upper part. 

4. Culture. — The people are agricultural and 

practise terrace-cultivation and irrigation on a 
large scale. There are rites connected with first- 
fruits, the first yams being eaten by the chiefs. 
We know little of the nature of the rites performed 
to promote the growth of vegetation, but, m in 
other parts of Melanesia, stones are used in 
them. _ . , 

A special feature of the material ralture is tlie 
presence of the round house, often with an imago 
in human form at the summit of the conical root. 
The rectangular house also occurs, but the circular 
form is the more frequent and is used for the clnh- 
houses and for the liouses of chiefs, as well as tor 
those of the general population. t n o 

The people practise incision, the use ot tne 
pudendal sheath, tatuing, deformation of the head, 
piercing and distension of the ear-lobe, and use 
shell-money and wooden gongs. Tiie human motive 
is prominent in the decorative art,_ and the 
figure is sometimes represented with a protruding 

iirfeatureof the culture of New Caledonia which 
distinguishes it from other parts of S. 
is the prominence of the cult of the sun, and 
cult is associated with m.any customs ■"'•uch accom- 
pany it in other parts of the world.* A few feature 
of culture, sucli as the use of nephntc and tii 
protruded ton^pie in the decorative art, suggcs i 
relation with New Zealand. 

icf. Elliot Smith, Tke Migrations of Parly Culture. 
Manchester. 1916. 
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NEW CHURCH.— See Swedenborg. 

NEW DISPENSATION.— The Church of the 
New Dispensation was the name given by Keshab 
Chandra Sen to the section of tlie Brrihma Samaj 
which remained faithful to him after the schism of 
1878. The publication of Siistri’s History of the 
Brahmo Samaj and other fresh material mafees it 
desirable to give hero a rather fuller account of the 
New DispensiRion than that which appears in art. 
Brahma Samaj (vol. ii. p. 820). For the historical 
connexion readers will refer to that article. 

The subject is one of considerable interest ; for 
what Keshab attempted to do was to create a 
religion which should be the final religion for all 
men, and should stand in living relations with all 
foregoing religions. Madame Blavatsky attempted 
something of the same kind but on other lines in 
India about tbe same time. 

The great secession took place in 1878, and it left 
Keshab with a veiy seriously diminished following. 
The New Dispensation was not announced,however, 
until Jan. 1880, and its significance was not clearly 
and fully unfolded until Jan. 1881, only three 
years before his death. At the anniversary meet- 
ings held then Keshab appeared on the platform 
under a bright red banner, on which were inscribed 
the title Naha Bidhan (i.c. Nava Vidhana, ‘New 
Dispensation ’) and an extraordinary symbol, made 
up of the Saiva trident, the Vaisnava khunti, the 
Christian cross, and the Muhammadan crescent. 
On the table beside him lay the Scriptures of the 
four great religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Muham- 
madanism, and Christianity. In a sermon he ex- 
pounded the New DisMnsation, declaring that it 
was a revelation from God, that in it all religions 
were harmonized, and that he and his missionaries 
were the apostles of this new divine message. At 
the evening service the Hindu ceremony named 
aratl, the waving of lights before an image, was 
introduced in a modified form as a significant 
feature of the system. 

The chief conceptions of the new position are 
that in the New Dispensation all religions are 
harmonized, and are so set forth as to become 
available as spiritual food for tbe members. The 
new system is a revelation from God ; and it is 
therefore the duty of all men, of whatever race or 
religion, to accept it, and to find within its organi- 
zation their spiritual home. It was spoken of as 
a far larger and more serious thing than the old 
Brahmaism; and all Brahmas wlio refused to 
accept it were condemned as unbelievers and 
enemies of God. The revelation had been sent by 
God, the Divine Mother, to Keshab ; and, though 
he disclaimed the title of prophet, he_ frankly 
claimed authority in the New Dispensation. _ He 
frequently issued in the name of God proclamations 
in which lie denounced in vehement terms the men 
who had left him. In full confidence in these new 
ideas he went on to introduce into the thought and 
ritual of the New Dispensation fragments of Hindu 
and Christian belief and practice. 

The central conception of the New Dispensation 
has three sources — Keshab’s belief in bis own 
erpetual inspiration, tbe Christian doctrine of 
ispensations, and Ramakrsna Paramahaiiisa’s 
doctrine, that all religions are true. 

It is abundantly clear that Ramakrsna exercised 
a verj’ powerful influence over Keshab's mind. 
For manj' years he was a strict theist; but he 
made the acquaintance of Rrimakrsna about 1875, 
and from 1878 onwards one can trace a new attitude 


to Hinduism in his teaching ; finally there emerged 
in tire year 1881 the definite statement, ‘All the 
established religions of the world are true.’ A 
friend of Ramakrsna had a symbolieal picture 
painted which represents Ramakrsna teaching 
Keshab this doctrine. A Christian church, a 
Muhammadan mosqiie, and a Hindu temple occupy 
the background. In front of the churcli stand 
Keshab and Ramakrsna, the former carrying the 
banner of the New Dispensation, the latter calling 
Keshab’s attention to a group of figures which fill 
the rest of the foreground. They are men of many 
religions, each carrying a symbol of his faith, and 
in the centre of the group are Christ and Chaitanya 
dancing a religious dance togetlier. 

"VYhile Keshab’s teaching and religious practice 
were undergoing this very remarkable change, 
another most interesting revolution was taking 
place in his mind. From the beginning of bis 
theistic life he had been much more under Christian 
influence than any earlier Brahma had been. He 
not only recognized the value of Christ’s ethical 
and social principles, but lived in the inspiration 
of His character and followed Him with tender 
love and adorin" enthusiasm. He was a strict 
theist, yet his religious life was rooted in Christ. 
But during the period when be developed bis 
New Dispensation theorj' he was driven onward 
by his personal experience to give a more adequate 
account of tbe person of Christ, and finally reached 
the position that He was the Logos, the Son of 
God. He also accepted the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Yet he continued to teach the New Dispensation 
theory to tbe end. He was not a systematic 
thinker. 

Keshab’s personal power, the extreme brilliance 
of his teaching, and the faithful toil of a large 
number of missionaries combined to secure con- 
siderable success for a few years ; but the leader 
died in Jan. 1884, and the final outcome of the 
undigested eclecticism of his new system was pre- 
cisely what one would expect it would be : the 
Church of the New Dispensation broke up into 
sections, and even into fragments, which have 
never been again united. 

Literature. — ^astrt, Eisl. of the Brahmo Samaj, Calcutta, 
1011-12 ; J. N. Farquhar, Modem Iteligioue Morements in 
India, New York, 1916. J. N. FARQUHAR. 

NEW ENGLAND THEOLOGY.— See Ed- 
wards AND THE NEIV ENGLAND THEOLOGY. 

NEWFOUNDLAND.— See Beothuks. 

NEW GUINEA. — It is impossible in a short 
article to deal adequately with the religions of the 
various peoples of so large an island as New Guinea, 
and it is difficult to make satisfactory generaliza- 
tions, as very few groups of people have been care- 
fully studied, and even about these our information 
is rarely complete. The inhabitants of New 
Guinea are of mixed origin and have been subject 
to various cultural influences coming in from the 
east, north, and west. The main racial elements 
are Negiito, Papuan, and Melanesian, with inter- 
mixture in places with peoples from the E. Indian 
archipelago. It is quite possible that there are or 
were more than one variety of Negrito in New 
Guinea. The only true Pygmies are the Tapiro, 
whose appearance and materiai culture have been 
described by A. F. R. Wollaston (Pygmies and 
Papuans, London, 1912) and C. G. Rawling (The 
Land of the New Guinea Pygmies, do. 1913), and 
the PesCchCm (Nova Guinea, ini. [1915] 145, 233) ; 
of their social and religious life we know nothing. 
With a perceptible Negrito str.iin arc the Kama- 
weka mountain tribes behind Jlekeo, British New 
Guinea (JJRAI xxxix. [19091 329), the Mafulu (R. 
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W. "Williamson, Th& Mafuhi Mountain People of 
British Ncto Guinea, London, 1912), the people of 
the Goliath mountains, Netherlands New Guinea, 
and of the Torricelli mountains, German New 
Guinea, and the Kai, German New Guinea ; traces 
of the Pygmy stock also occur elsewhere (cf. 
Haddon, jn Wollaston, p. 303 if. ; 0. Schlagin- 
haufen, ‘ tiher die Pygmaenfrage in Neu-Guinea,’ 
in Festschr. der Dozenten der Univ. Zurich, Zurich, 
1914). Of these the Mafulu and Kai alone liave 
been studied ; the Mafulu are mixed with Papuan 
and Melanesian elements, and their customs and 
beliefs betray this mixture, there being no socio' 
religious customs which we can refer with proh 
ability to the Negrito element. Owing to the 
spread of various cultures it is difficult at the 
present stage of our knowledge to determine -what 
elements belong to the different strata, and lack 
of space prevents a discussion of these problems. 
A few indications will, however, be attempted. 
A geographical arrangement has been adopted as 
being the most satisfactory, beginning with the 
south-west and continuing along the southern, 
eastern, northern, and north-western areas, for the 
reason that the presumably purest Papuan peoples 
will be treated first, then the predominating Papuo- 
Melanesians, and finally those peoples udio have 
been directly affected by influences from the E. 
Indian archipelago. 

The Kaia-kaia, or Tugeri, at Merauke (about 
140° 23' E., 8° 28' S.) are inveterate head-hunters. 
All the men sleep in a few men’s houses at each 
end of a village, and there is a bachelors’ club-house 
outside the village ; no one may enter the house of 
the opposite sex. There is a complicated patri- 
lineal exoganious totemic system, in which plants 
are combined with animals into main and subsidiary 
groups. Several villages assemble at initiation, 
bull-roarers are employed, and there are many 
dances in which masks are worn and animals repre- 
sented. The bull-roarer is anthropomorphized as 
Sosom, a mj'thical monster in the bush, who at the 
annual festival at the beginning of the south-east 
monsoon devours the novices but brings them 
back to life ; it is not known to be used anywhere 
else in Netherlands New Guinea. The youths 
receive a new name but are not circumcised (R. 
Poch, SWA TV cxv. [190G] i. 899 ff. ; ZF xxxix. 
[1907] 392; Geop. Joum. xxx. [1907] 616; the 
system of age-grades is described by H. Nollen, 
Anthropos, iv. [1909] 553). 

The Toro, who live up the Bensbach River, have 
totems which descend in the male line ; probably 
they, like the natives of the Moreliead River, use 
their bull-roarers in initiation ceremonies (C. G. 
Seligmann and W. M. Strong, Geoq. Journ. xxvii. 
[1906] 229). 

The Dungerwab of the WSsi Kiisa believe that 
ghosts of men, dogs, and pigs, but not of casso- 
waries, go into the sky. Grave-ofterings are made 
{Ann. Hep. Brit. Neto Guinea, 1893-96, p. 44). 

Chalmers says that the Bugilai (near the coast 
about 142° 20' E.) practise totemism, have an initia- 
tion ceremony, believe in a great spirit, Kaka, and 
that ghosts (spirits ?) are every^vhere. The ghost 
(yedo) goes riglit away to Bemor in the west {JAI 
xxxiii. [1903] 109). 

The Masingara, behind Mawata, have a croco- 
dile-cult. At large hunting ceremonies men dance 
round two effigies of crocodiles, one of which 
represents Nugu, whom B. A. Hdy describes as 
their deity (he is also represented in human form), 
libations of kava are made to them, and they are 
greased with pig’s fat {Ann. Rep. Brit. New 
Guinea, 1894-95, p. 43). 

The bush people up the Binaturi River employ 
carved wooden figiu’es {udo) in the ceremonies 
connected with the planting of bananas. The 


figures are anointed with oil, food is heaped in 
front of them, and there is dancing (MS). 

The islanders of Torres Straits are Papuans, 
but the Avestern islanders speak an Australoid 
language, Avhile the eastern islanders speak a 
Papuan language. There was a large vanety of 
natural and Avorked stones and can’ed Ai’ooden 
figures Avhich Avere supposed to ensure good crops 
and influence animals and the elements. In 
Mabuiag Avooden human effigies {mad\iV] Avere said 
to become animated and go round the gardens 
SAvinging bull-roarers to make plants groAv. Per- 
haps in all cases sacred Avords Avere employed. 
Many belonged to definite families or to tlie heirs 
of definite localities, but certain stones, shrines, or 
rituals belonged to larger groups. Offerings Avere 
made to some of them. Masked dances to increase 
the food-supply Avere common. Typical totemism 
occurred in the Avest, but had disappeared in the 
east. Omens Avere obtained from birds and otlier 
sources, and in Mer the ghost of a recently 
deceased man usually appeared in the form of 
some animal, that of a Avoman as a flying animal. 
Skull-diAunation AA’as common. A distinction aa-bs 
made at all events by the Avestem islanders be- 
tAA'een a ghost, niari, of a recently deceased person 
and its later stage, markai ; tiie former Avas feared, 
but the latter Avas friendly. The dead were buried 
in an e.xtended position. There Avere numerous 
funeral ceremonies, the most elaborate being that 
at AA’hich several gliosts Avere dispatched finally to 
their island home in the Avest. Certain men in 
Mabuiag Avere friends of the ghosts and possessed 
the gift of ghost-divination. There are slight 
traces of a former manes- or ancestor-cult, but 
ancestors were not apotheosized. A high _code_ of 
morals Avas inculcated at very important initiation 
ceremonies, at AA’hich seclusion Avas practised and 
the lads Avere terrorized. Ghosts resented AA’rong 
done to their children ; otherwise morality derived 
neither sanction nor support from non-human 
influences. Tales Avere told of heroes Avho intro- 
duced neAV foods or a neAV technique, or instructed 
people in neAV ceremonies ; some of these came 
from NeAV Guinea. KAVoiam, the AA’arrior-hero of 
Mabuiag, aa’us of Australian orimn ; tAA’o emblems 
made by him Avere called augucl (the name for a 
totem), and Avere associated Avith the dual organi- 
zation. In Muralug ICAVoiam Avas regarded as an 
avgud. A family of mythical brothers came from 
Ncav Guinea first to certain Avestern islands, and 
then two Avent to Mer. At Yam tAvo of the brothers 
became identified AA’ith totems, and AA'ere pr.ayed to 
as augud ; they Avere represented by turtle-shell 
images of a crocodile and a hammer-headed shanc, 
under each of Avhich AA’as a stone in AA’hich the spirit 
of the augud resided ; the cult at these complicated 
shrines Avas essentially a AA’ar-cult. In Mer the 
hero-cult took the form of a secret society or 
religious fraternity of the usual W. Pacific type, 
AA’hich did not develop into a Avar-cult, but took 
upon itself disciplinary functions. The sacred men 
connected Avith it attained considerable power, 
AA’hich they frequently used for their priA’ate ends, 
and were on the AA'ay to become priests. The hero- 
cults AA’ere not an ev’olution from totemism. A 
transformation of totemism had certainly occurTCd, 
but by a grafting of a new cult upon an old. r^or 
is there any suspicion that the heroes of the cults 
AA’ere locally dcA’eloped ancestors, though they may 
liaA’e arisen in this AA’ay in their original country. 
Unless the heroes of the cults be regarded as gods, 
it can be stated definitely that the Toires Straits 
islanders had no deities, and certainly they 
conception of a supreme god (A. C. Haddon, ine 
Religion of the Torres Straits Islanders, Anthrop. 
Essays presented to E. B. Tylor, O.xford, 1907, p- 
175 ff. ; Rep. Camb. Exped. Torres Straits, v., vi,). 
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The natives of Kiwai island and Mawata on 
the coast to the west are practically the same 
people. Patrilineal totemism was first noted 
among the western Papuans hy the present 
writer in 1888 and by E. Beardmore in 1889 (JAI 
six. [1890] 297 ff., 459 ff.). B. A. Hely [Ann. Rep. 
Brit. Neiu Giiinea, 1898, p. 134) gives an account 
of totemism at Kiwai and Mawata, which is re- 
printed in the Bcp. Camb. Eapcd. Torres Straits, 
V. 187 ff. (cf. A. C. Haddon, Head-hunters, Black, 
White, and Brown, London, 1901, p. 101 ff.). On 
Kiwai initiation [moguru) takes place at tlio be- 
ginning of the yam season. On hearing the bull- 
roarer, all the uninitiated have to leave the village, 
in order to see the wooden effigies Kurumi, Urup- 
aru, and Paromiti. Large feasts have to be pre- 
pared, and, when they are shown, tire is showered 
on the lads. Various immoral practices are in- 
dulged in. Only those who have passed through 
all the stages of initiation may drink kava 
[gumada).'^ The effigies are used when they are 
going to tight or when there is sickness ; smaller 
ones are employed as charms (J. Chalmers, JAI 
xxxiii. [1903] 119). The young men are hardened 
by tighting among themselves with burning torches, 
which they place previously for a moment on 
wooden human figures [mimia) which are arranged 
down the sides of the men’s house (G. Laudtman, 
MS). Bull-roarers are swung to ensure good 
garden crops, and wooden images of nude women 
make sago abundant. Both of these enter into 
the initiation ceremonies ; the latter were described 
as ' God belong moguru,^ and one name for a hull- 
roarer is ‘ mother of yams.’ A wooden image of a 
man [uvio moguru or oraoradubu) is used at 
initiation j he makes everything grow, and pre- 
sents of food are made to him when the planting 
season arrives. He is always consulted before 
fighting, and presents are given him to secure 
success in getting heads. In cases of sickness 
offerings are made, and he is prayed to as follows : 

‘ Oh, Uvio, finish the sickness of our dear one, and 
give life’ (Chalmers, MS, quoted in Haddon, p. 
107). For further information on totemism, etc., 
at Mawata see Seligmann, quoted by Frazer, 
Totemism and Exogamy, ii. 29-34. Landtman 
[Festskrift tillegnad Edvard Westermarck, Hel- 
singfors, 1912, p. 69 ff.) has given a good account 
of the wanderings of the dead in the folk-lore of 
the Kiwai-speaking Papuans. 

The legendary Sido ol Kiwai opened the road to Adiri, or 
Woibu, the iand ol the dead, a country in the western eca. 
Hia was the first death, which was also a murder. His ghost 
was mischievous during its wanderings, and alter various ad- 
ventures reached the barren Adiri. Here he married the 
daughter of a man also called Adiri, and, as there were no 
houses, gardens, fires, or proper food, he introduced them. 
All mortals follow Sido's road, hut may do so in the guise of 
animals. Some people who have died a violent death remain 
on the spot for a long time, and their ghosts are much feared. 
Some ghosts go underground. Ghosts can return to earth ; 
some are malevolent, others are quite friendly and helpful ; 
presents of food are often deposited nt places which they 
frequent and a request is made, hut there is no regular or con- 
tinuous cult. In building n man’s -house various objects, such 
ns thorny bushes, parts of spiders, bats, etc., are placed in the 
holes for the piles and in various parts of the structure for the 
purpose of closing the road to Adiri and preventing men from 
becoming ill or being killed. They have reference to similar 
objects which barred the road that Sido took. 

Magico-religious ideas enter into all their prac- 
tical life. 

The Kabiri, or Girara, who live north of the 
estuary of the Fly, are head-hunters, chew kava, 
and have five patrilineal totems. They pay great 
attention to human heads, and probably have a 
manes-cult. At their principal ceremony, moi- 
iata, three large named wooden etfigies of croco- 

1 The distribution of kava-drinking has an Important cultural 
significance. It occurs in New Guinea nt Astrolabe Bay, 
Fmschhafen district, Fly estuary district, inland from Mawata, 
at Jierauke, and perhaps on the upper reaches of the Fly (cf. 
Haddon, ‘Kava-drinking in New Guinea,’ Man, Oct. 1910). 


diles are exhibited, masks are worn, marriages are 
celebrated, and youths are initiated. The boy to 
be initiated is previously hidden and at the cere- 
mony is placed in the jaws of one of the crocodiles 
(W. N. Beaver, Ann. Rep. Papua, 1911-12, p. 11 ; 
A, P. Lyons, ib. 1913-14, p. 100). 

The tribes in the deltas of the Turama, Omati, 
and Kikori are allied, but very little is known 
about them. Each village has at least one dubu- 
daimu, or house for the married men, with a 
number of shrines which consist of a perforated 
board (agibi) on which is carved a human face, 
and to the hooks of which numerous skulls are 
suspended ; in front of the carving is a shelf sup- 
porting the skulls. The skulls are those of enemies 
or of victims who have been sacrificed when a war 
canoe is made or a dubu-daimu erected, their 
bodies having been boiled and eaten. There are 
similar but much smaller carvings [rnarubu), from 
which birds’ heads are suspended. An agibi 
probably belongs to a family or clan. Male and 
female effigies are carved to represent dead people, 
and are connected with some form of ancestor-cult, 
as also are probably boards or tablets carved with 
human designs (MS). One ceremony is described 
by H. J. Ryan [Ann. Rep. Papua, 1913, p. 76). 

Namau is the coastal district from Era Bay to 
the Alele mouth of the Purari River. The people 
are lusty head-hunters and cannibals. The club- 
houses [ravi) are especially tine, find formerly 
contained large numbers of skulls of enemies and 
victims ; in a screened-oti' portion at the end are 
eight to ten basket-work monsters with four legs 
and great gaping jaws ; these kopiravi, or kai-ia- 
imunu (‘ sky imunu ’), have names. Before going 
out to kill any one, the men consult the spirit of 
the kopiravi ; it comes out of the ravi and causes 
the canoe to rock if the expedition is to be success- 
ful. The present writer was informed that the 
dead bodies of victims were thrust inside the kopi- 
ravi and left there all night whUe the men danced 
in the front part of the ravi. Next morning the 
bodies were cut up with bull -roarers (of which 
numbers are kept under the kopiravi), and then 
cooked and eaten. A human victim, a cassowary, 
and a pig have to be sacrificed when a canoe is 
completed. The skulls of their own dead are kept 
in the houses. Totemism existed, but is now 
breaking up. According to Holmes, the concep- 
tion of imunu, ‘ the life principle,’ runs through 
all their religion ; masks are imumi. The carved 
tablets [koe) which occur in such numbers in the 
shrines in tlie ravi seem to be personal imunu ; it 
would seem that they are ancestral tablets, and, if 
the bull-roarers represent ancestral ghosts, the 
tablets may be hypertrophied bull-roarers ; one 
name for the bull-roarer is imunu viki, ‘crying 
imunu.’ Holmes is now studying these people, 
who seem to be remotely related to the Elema 
tribes, but the kopiravi-exAi, is peculiar to them, 
and tlieir religion seems to be a combination of 
head-hunting, cannibalism, and a manes- or 
ancestor-cult; the kopiravi may prove, Iiowever, 
to be effigies of spirits who may be regarded as 
gods. Chalmers first described the kanibus, as he 
calls them [Pioneering in New Guinea, London, 
1887, pp. 63-66 ; cf. J. H. P. Murray, Papua, or 
British Nciv Guinea, do. 1912, p. 178, pi. on 219). 

Elema is the coastal district between the Alele 
mouth of the Purari in the west and Cape Posses- 
sion in the east. Apparently all the tribes have 
migrated towards the coast, the original home of 
the ' Ipi ’ tribes being on the south side of the 
mountain range near the east bank of the upper 
Purari. The initiation of a youth is all-important, 
since it is on the performiince of the instruct ions 
which he received as an initiate that the social and 
moral welfare of the tribe depends, and great 
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reticence is observed about the proceedings. The 
various stages are marked by feasts, at which pigs 
always figure. 

Tlie first, stage is when the boy is about eight years of age, 
two or three years prior to his entering the eravo (club-house) 
for seclusion ; he is then formally taken into the eravo and 
greeted with the noise of bull-roarers (tipani), which he sees 
for the first time ; one is placed on his chest, and he is severely 
beaten. Bull-roarers are swung day and night till the feast is 
over. After the lad has entered the eravo for his period of 
seclusion, the clan feast of Kovave is held. Ten days previously 
a large number of young men wearing Kovave masks announce 
that Kovave is about to visit the village ; they are the sacred 
messengers of the mountain-god, as is proved bj’ the fact that 
they do not walk on the soles of their feet. Every night buil- 
roarers are swung, and all women and children keep indoors. 
On the great day large quantities of food and pigs are taken to 
a tabued spot in the bush for Kovave to the accompaniment of 
the beating of drums and blowing of concha, and at nightfall 
the novices are marched there. In the dark a feigned gruff 
voice assures them that Kovave is speaking to them. He 
promises to be their friend as long as they observe all tribal and 
clan duties, obligations, and secrets ; otherwise they will be 
punished with disease and death. Unexpectedly a Kovave 
mask is placed on each boy’s head amid a loud buzzing of bull- 
roarers; he is then beaten, and all are marched back to the 
eravo. The feast is partaken of by the initiated members of a 
given clan, not by the tribe. The lads remain in well-guarded 
seclusion in the eravo ; they must not be exposed to the rays of 
the sun lest chey suffer thereby, nor do any heavy manual work 
lest their physical development be hindered, and they must 
have no deiilings with females. IVhen allowed to go outside 
they are encased in plaited palm-leaves and must maintain 
silence. There are food-tabus, and during seclusion they arc 
instructed in all matters pertaining to tabu. They are taught 
that the tribe must take the first place in all their actions, and 
whatever serves the highest interest of the tribe is ju-stifiable ; 
everything that is, or can be, must be subordinated to the 
pursuit of obtaining the fittest ; this idea is dominant till death. 
The next stage of initiation is one of greater liberty, but still 
subject to strict surveillance. The final stage is the semese, or 
warrior festival, which is of tribal significance, and in which 
large masks are employed. First of all, numerous pigs are 
killed, accompanied with great noise. Four men wearing 
Kovave masks arrive from a hill village and receive presents of 
pigs. In the evening there is a procession of symbolic masked 
figures from the eravo, followed by most of the villagers. The 
novices and recent initiates man a scaffolding in front of the 
eravo and welcome the effigies with song ; armed men in front 
of the effigies fire arrows at the eravo, and dancing is kept up 
all night. At daybreak there is another procession of human- 
face masks and totem effigies. The festivities last as long as 
the food holds out. Only the initiated may eat pig-flesh; 
others must eat dog-flesh. At the last procession there is no 
dancing, and all the masks are then burned. The festival has a 
religious significance to the native mind more profound than it 
can express to an alien mind ; at it friend and foe meet in peace 
on common ground, all anxious to do honour to their ancestors, 
from whom come all temporal blessings. The period of seclu- 
sion is now terminated, and the initiate can marry- and take his 
place in the social life of his community-. The final denee of 
initiation is the makaikara, ' sea ’ ceremony, which may be clan 
or tribal ; totemic decoration is employed, but no masks. The 
chief addresses the people, and then shouts to Kaiapo, the god 
of the sea, acknowledging the indebtedness of his tribe to him, 
invokes him to continue his protection of their crops and to 
give them a plentiful supply of fish, and reminds him that the 
present festivities are in his honour. The clan makaikara, 
though impressive, is less elaborate. 

The religious ideas resolve themselves into rever- 
ence for certain objects, a belief in the existence 
of ghosts, and tlie worship of gods. The name for 
ancestors is practically the same term [ualare] by 
wliich all sacred objects are designated. Certain 
animals are ualare, and, as these were never in- 
jured or eaten by the ancestors, so their descen- 
dants hold them sacred ; or they may be natural 
objects or phenomena. (1) All tribal ualare are 
regarded as deities who in the long ago temporarily 
assumed human form when they became the 
.ancestors of the respective tribes and at the same 
time appropriated certain areas for their posterity, 
which they furnished with vegetable food. Some 
■of the immediate descendants of the original 
ancestor are credited with his supernatural attri- 
butes. Thesezmfrtre-deitiesare kind and beneficent, 
.and are angered only after much provocation from 
'the tribes, not by indh-idual uTong-doing. There 
.are two of tliem ; the one associated with the sea 
is occasionally malevolent. It is strange that the 
inland tribes also have the same ideas. _ (2) Clan 
■jinfarc-deities are ancestors who acquired their 


powers from the father (or from the mother— in the 
latter case descent is matrilineal), who created 
himself from a natural object or is a nature-deity. 
(3) Individual ualare, unlike the others, are not 
inherited. A personal ualare may be that of 
either parent or of the person after whom a man is 
named, or the result of a dream. Every man of 
legitimate birth has two ualare, such as a bird, a 
dog, a pig, a wallaby, or a tree, and a fish ; rarely 
a man may have two trees or only one ualare, as 
women have. A man should not injure or eat his 
ualare ; he fasts and mourns as for a relative when 
one is killed, and he wears parts of it as personal 
adornment — which no others may do. It is quite 
evident that the ualare was originally a totem, 
but the totemic idea has been greatly extended 
through ancient contact with another cult. Holmes 
believes that the Namau of the Purari delta and the 
Elema tribes used to be closely allied, and that the 
former have apurer and more elaborate totemic cult. 

The future of ghosts (one) depends upon the 
death which the individuals have died. Ghosts of 
warriors go to the residence in the sky of Hiovaki, 
the god of war, but can roam about their old 
surroundings. Those that have died a natural 
death go to their respective places when assured 
that all mourning ceremonies have been duly ob- 
served. Those that have died a violent death 
roam about constantly and are malicious. Spirite 
(harisu) are classified as good or bad, and have then- 
respective spheres of action, and thus may be 
termed gods. The great good god is Harisu ; 
Harohoha is his messenger, and he communicates 
through sorcerers. The pageant of the warriors 
festival represents all the totems {ualare), ghosts 
(ove), and gods (harisu), but effigies are not made 
of Harisu and Harohoha. Ualap created the 
visible world and nearly all the animals and foods, 
Kivovia created sago, areca palms, and other good 
things, his son created dogs, and Ruapu the pig. 
As Harisu is the supreme god of all the minor 

f ods who work for the welfare of mankind, so 
[arisu is the supreme god of the minor malignant 
deities. Kovave, the mountain-god, holds the fate 
of travellers ; Hiovaki, the war-god_, dwells 
sky; Oalea, a malignant god resident on Yule 
island, is the god of tiparu, the bull-roarer. 
Saukoro is an evilly-disposed god who dwells in 
hollow trees. The fondly minor deities seem con- 
cerned only with the protection of foods and receive 
propitiatory worship ; thus the gods of bananas 
are besought to protect bananas from the ravages 
of birds, and the gods of winds and the are 
invoked before a voyage. Every family of liinng 
things from man doivn wards has its special 8®" 
guardian spirit for whom awe is felt (Holmes, 
xxxii. [1902] 418, xxxiii. 125, Man, 1905, pp. A 
and MS). Chalmers says that the only guardian 
spirits of the Toaripi are those of fatlier ana 
mother, and to them they appeal in distress or 
want by land or sea (probably this statoment 
requires modification), and that in times oj 
sickness they expel the evil spirits of sickncs^ 
from the village with great noise and the thr®" 
of firebrands (JAI xxvii. [1897] 334). He e< y 
elsewhere that the Toaripi (‘Motumotu ) 0®“®'® 
in a great spirit called Saukoni, who is vindictiv , 
steals native food, and kills people. Seme.so, i • 
two sons, the snn, moon, stones, rocks, a 
mountains are worshipped ; in a small degree tney 
worship dead warriors long after they 
Hiovaki Semese, a spirit in the heavens, made the 
land and sea ; to him they pray for giodness and 

strength in fighting ; his sons are Hiovaki ana 

Miai. Ghosts .are like men; tJ>®y “ 

in the west. All animals and n^)®®*^ , 'i? ' 
spiritual part for the use of ghosts. At f * 
Yailala Kiver, Chalmers saw two wooden idols. 
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Epe and Kivava, and a large stone 'Ravai' to 
wliich offerings are made, and they are appealed 
to in cases of sickness, ‘seeing that Kanitu, the 
Great Spirit, is represented in them. . , . At 
Elema the Great Spirit is “ Kanitu,” at Namau, 
“Kanibu”’ (Pioneering, 168-174, 84). Tabu 
on garden produce is enforced by masked men, 
liarxhu (‘spirits’), whose office is hereditary. 
Chalmers calls the mask oioi (JAI xxvii. 329) ; 
this custom has spread to certain Roro-speaking 
tribes, where it is knoum as kaivalculm (C. G. 
Seligmann, The Melanesians, Cambridge, 1910, pp. 
299, 300); it also occurs at Hisiu, Redscar Bay 
(Ann. Bep. Brit. New Guinea, 1901, p. 2). 

The Mambule (Mafuiu) are an admittedly mixed 
people of Pygmy (Negrito) -Papuan descent and 
probably influenced by Melanesian culture. They 
inhabit the upper waters of the Angabunga (St. 
Joseph River), but they have affinities with the 
inhabitants of the Chirima affluent of the Mambare 
on the north-eastern side of the Main range, and 
it is possible that they have trading relations with 
the natives of the Waria River. There is no 
totemism, but there are clans and clan villages 
which are grouped into communities, each com- 
munity being for many purposes a composite 
whole. The villages of one clan have a common 
chief and club-house (emone). Descent is definitely 
patrilineal. There is a ceremony at the assump- 
tion of the perineal band by boys and girls at 
which the decorated child stands on a dead pig 
bought from the family by an outsider. Only 
people from other communities take part in the 
dance. This ceremony is frequently performed at 
the ‘big feast.’ Later there is a purification 
ceremony. 'There is no seclusion of boys or girls 
at any time, no initiation ceremony, wearing of 
masks, or use of bull-roarers. A similar ceremony 
takes place before boys and girls may enter the 
emone (but after a girl has received the perineal 
band she may not enter the emone), and also to 
confer the right to beat a drum and to dance. 
When a person is dying, a woman gives a heavy 
blow on the side of the head, and pronounces the 
patient dead, and all the people shout to drive 
away the ghost. The body is wrapped in leaves 
and bark, doubled up in a crouching position, 
and placed on its back, in a grave in the open 
village enclosure. Every one shouts to frighten 
the ghost away, the grave is filled up, and the 
funeral is over. A mother often amputates the 
end of a finger for a child. Two or three days 
later a feast is held, all bring spears, and a ceremony 
something like the ‘big feast’ takes place. The 
killing of the pigs finally propitiates or drives 
away the ghost. Then wild pigs are caught, 
killed, and eaten, and the village is swept by way 
of purification. A chiefs funeral is attended with 
more ceremonial ; the wrapped-up body is placed 
in an open rude wooden box either supported on 
poles or placed in the fork of a gahi fig-tree. In 
the case of a chief all except two men watchers 
leave the village for two or three weeks ; then they 
return, kill wild pigs, and sweep the village. 

The ‘big feast’ is held in a particular village at 
intervals of about fifteen or twenty years, and 
requires a very long preparation. 

Usually a new emone is built, and also new houses, view plat- 
forms, and sheds for g^ucsts. Composite high posts are erected, 
on which food and skulls are placed, and round the central 
space slender poles connected by a cord are put up, on which 
food is displayed. If one does not already exist, they build a 
box-shaped wooden burial platform on high poles containing 
the skull and bones of a chief, and others are added to it. 
Three trees are erected in the centre of the village. The 
ceremony is very impressive. Two women guests with pigs’ 
tusks in their mouihs rush round the enclosure brandishing 
spears, and strike at the chief’s emone. Male guests brandish 
spears, also in silence, and knock down the trees. Other 
guests perambulate the enclosure. The chief of the clan cute 
down the burial platform, which is not rebuilt. Food is distri- 


buted to the most important men, and the real dance is per- 
formed only by some of the guest men, who wear skulls and 
bones in addition to feather head-dresses and carry drums and 
weapons. Various smaller ceremonies then take place. There 
is next a general distribution of food among guests. It may 
taka a week before the village pigs are collected. 'Tliese are 
killed by a professional on the spot where the burial platform 
stood, and placed in a line. Bones are dipped in the bleeding 
mouths of the pigs, and the skulls and other bones anointed 
with them and then hung up. When the feast is over, all 
bones are removed from the posts and are never used again 
ceremonially. Some may be hung up in the emone, or put in a 
box in a tree, or otherwise disposed of. After the guests have 
gone, wild pigs are killed on the site of the burial platform and 
eaten by the villagers. The bulk of the villagers then leave 
the village for about six months to make new gardens. 

There is no helief in a universal god, but a 
general belief in a mysterious personage, Tsidibe, 
who has immense power and once passed through 
the country from east to west, traces of his passage 
being seen in strange rooks and stones. He taught 
the people all their customs, dances, and manu- 
factures, and finally reached the land of the white 
man ; hence liis superior culture. He is essentially 
a beneficent being, but he has no cult. At death 
the ghost leaves the body and goes to the tops of 
the mountains, where it exists for ever ; it becomes 
the sunlight on the ground in the forests, or, if 
that of an elderly person, it becomes a fungus. 
The food of all ghosts is the ghostly elements of 
native food. There is no reincarnation. A few 
special trees and creepers (the gabi is one) imply 
the presence of a spirit. All ghosts and spirits 
that never had a bodily form are evilly-disposed, 
and are associated with those who practise magic 
(Williamson, The Mafuiu). 

The Kuni are a Melanesian-speaking people 
living between the Mafuiu and the Roro, south of 
the middle waters of the Angabunga. The soul is 
a spiritual being reproducing the shape of the body 
and is manifested in the breath ; there are no 
moral ideas connected with it ; the object of ritual 
practices is to avoid earthly evil or, more rarely, 
to secure some advantage. The ghost stays near 
the village to see that all ceremonies are performed 
and ten-ify neglectful relatives, or to communicate 
with the living. After some time it leaves the 
village and goes into a lonely part of the moun- 
tains. There is no judgment after death ; all 
hosts are in a state of discomfort and cold. The 
ead are buried, and sometimes the village is aban- 
doned. A small feast is held when the bones are 
exhumed ; the skull is usually hung in the club- 
house (kiifu) or in the dwelling-liouse, generally 
with the tibim and radii, which at great dances are 
ainted red and held in the hand ; the mandible is 
etached and decorated, but is taken out only on 
great occasions. Other bones are worn by the 
widow. At great dances the skull and bones of 
some great ancestor may be worn, though the 
feast is not given in his honour. At the great 
feast in honour of the dead, ‘ objects of abstinence ’ 
are washed in the blood of a pig reared by the 
family concerned. The dead are invoked to send 
good hunting and fishing, and for this reason 
ancestors’ names are remembered. There is no 
trace of a supreme spirit or creator, but there are 
various spirits which produce earthquakes, cause 
mists to rise, frighten people in the bush, and so 
forth ; these are not ghosts but true spirits. They 
have definite abodes, generally under great stones ; 
certain women have converse with them. Beside.s 
these there are the ivilcdla, who are known to the 
Mekeo and Roro and to two other (Papuan-speaking) 
peoples. They are merged with the animal, tree, 
stone, etc., which they occupy’. Their only cult is 
in the avoidance of uttering tlieir name, tiiougli this 
rule is readily broken if things go wrong. Wnen 
the ivilAla is a tribal one, it must not be killed or 
injured. Every group of villages, or even a single 
village, has its special ivikdla. Sometimes an 
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ivikdla is attached to any spot like a rock or hole, 
and people must be silent in its proximity ; some 
are Avild dogs or reptiles inhabiting villages. 
Their ori^n is ascribed to Ovel6a, Avho also caused 
men to arise from the bowels of the earth. Allied 
to these are the spirits of stone dishes of unknown 
origin. Finally, there are kdfii, any object Avhich 
a_ given sub-tribe, village, famDy, or even indi- 
vidual, has chosen as a witness of the truth of a 
statement. That of the sub-tribes is inherited; 
sometimes the family or individual one is chosen, 
but the personal Mfii does not affect that of the 
village or sub-tribe. Kdfu demands silence on its 
name ; it is insulted by being named in its presence 
or outside its territory. Kdfu may be a relic of 
totemism, since certain sub-tribes are often called 
by its name. The use of kdfu to affirm the truth 
of a statement seems Papuan in origin, like that 
of ivikdla, and has not yet been traced to the coast 
(V. M. Egidi, Anthropos, viii. [1913] 202). 

Very little can be said about the religion of 
the Avestern Papuo-Melanesians, Avho extend from 
Cape Possession to Mullins Harbour. In the most 
Avesterly tribes, the Roro and Mekeo, traces of 
totemism seem to persist in the badges {oava) of 
the exogamous patrilineal clans ; there are club- 
houses analogous to those of the Elema but Avithout 
ritual objects, and there are no initiation cere- 
monies. 

A different cultural element is marked by the 
open ceremonial platforms {dubu) Avliich are found 
among the Motu and allied tribes Avho extend from 
Eedscar Bay to Kapakapa, being best developed 
among the Sinaugolo, etc., some distance inland 
from Kapakapa. These people state that they 
came Avith a dubu post from Mt. Tabogoro, a spur 
of the main range. The tahtt, is a very important 
feast in Avhich the Av'liole countryside participates ; 
generally a neAV dubu is built for it ; unmarried 
girls dance on a special platform. The dubu has a 
close association Avith ghosts, Avho visit it at feasts 
to eat tlie shadoAV of the food. Thei-e Avere no 
skull trophies in this area. 

The district from Hood Peninsula to Aroma is 
characterized by steeple-houses (koge), on Avhich or 
on platforms skulls Avere hung, and probably ghosts 
Avere connected Avith them. The house may decay, 
and then its platform serves as a dubu, on Avhich at 
the kapa feast recently tatued nubile girls mount, 
doff their petticoats, and are anointed AA'ith oil. 
The girls cut up yams and pelt the croAvd AAuth 
areca nuts, and drums are beaten fay AA'onien on 
the dubu. It is solely a Avomen’s ceremony, one 
object of AA’hich is to bring good luck to the gardens 
(li. E. Guise, JAI xxviii. [1899] 214 ; Haddon, 
Head-hunters, p. 217). 

There is a general uniformity in the religious 
beliefs of all these people. The Boro dead are 
buried Avitli the head toAvards the rising sun, but 
on Yule Island Avith the feet toAA'ards Alt. Yule. 
The ghosts frequent the villages ; if they desert 
them, there Avill be no luck, but they may send 
bad luck in hunting or fishing if annoyed, and they 
are then conjured out of the Aullage. They reside 
in the bush behind Cape Possession ; on their Avay 
they are intercepted bj' an evil spirit like fire, Avho 
asks if their ears and nose have been pierced .and 
hoAV death occurred (Seligmann, pp. 275, 303, 310). 
Koita ghosts (sua) go to a mountain, Idu, their 
legendary home, AA'hence they quickly return Avith 
otlier ghosts to carry aAvay the sua of objects 
Avhich the dead man cared for in this life. They 
live for a long time, but gradually Aveaken and 
cease to exist as they are forgotten on earth. 
They frequently return to the A-illage, shoAA-ing 
little benevolence, but punishing any neglect of 
funeral rites or infringement of tribal custom. 
Only the Sinaugolo invoke their ancestors. Every- 


where there are malicious spirits, most of Avliom 
inhabit definite areas. All the heavenly bodies 
are more or less venerated; people * yell ^only for 
the neAV moon at Port Moresby {ib. pp. 183-193). 

The Northern Massim of the Trobriands, Wood- 
larks, etc., have been strongly influenced from the 
east; they are not cannibals, and have a royal 
family in each district or island. The following 
account of the Trobriands may be taken as typic.aC 
There is a system of linked totems for each of the 
four clans : a bird is of supreme importance, Ai’ith 
which are linked a four-footed vertebrate, a iisli, 
and a plant, and various less important birds. 
There is no snake-totem. There is no physical or 
psychical resemblance to t)ie totem, nor is it omen- 
giving. The usual tabus are more or less in force, 
but a man may fight another Avith the same totem. 
The clans are matrUine.al, but the father’s totem is 
regarded, and marriage is not permitted into the 
fatlier’s clan. The dead are buried ; after some 
time the skeleton is exhumed, and a chiefs skull 
is made into a lime-pot by his children, Avhich tliey 
and the AvidoAvs may use. When certain relatives 
of a dead chief die, an arm bone is remoA'ed and 
made into a lime-spatula ; other bones may be 
Avorn. The ghosts of the Trobriand islanders go to 
Tuma, a small island to the north-west, Avhere they 


descend to the under AA'orld presided over by 
Topileta, a gigantic tatued man ; he causes earth- 
quakes, and, Avhen he becomes old, makes medicine 
Avhich restores to youth himself, his Avife, and his 
children. Opinion is divided as to Avhether pigs, 
dogs, and all birds have a soul as Avell as men. 
The breath accompanies the ghost to Tuma, and 
possibly the shacloAv. The soul can leave the body 
Avithout death ensuing. Ghosts visit a feast held 
ten months after death, and food is sometimes 
specially cooked for them at this feast, but they 
are not summoned to it. The four clans Avere sent 
to the upper Avorld at Tuma by Topileta, as people 
increased too rapidly ; each ancestor came Avith his 
totem-animals. The earlier people built houses 
and made gardens, but had no yams and appa- 
rently no pottery ; Topileto told the clans to bring 
these (ib. pp. 7, 677-691, 719, 733-735). 

The conditions at Milne Bay somewhat resemble 
those of Bartle Bay, but there are no initiation 
ceremonies for boys or girls. The corpse is placed 
in a squatting position in a grave, Avhich is roofed 
OA'er Avith planks and earth ; it faces east, other- 
Avise the ghost Avould not be able to reach the other 
AA'orld. Funeral feasts take place monthly for 
about a year ; at the last great feast all the man s 
pigs must be killed and his coco-nut trees knocked 
down, and all tabus end. Before this feast (avIucIi 
may serve for several deaths) new houses must be 
built, a number of pigs are killed, and food is piled 
on a special platform. The assembled friends 
have a sham fight, and food is distributed ; there 
is a good deal of dancing, but not on the platforim 
The coift’ure of the dead man, which Avas cut oil 
and retained by his brother, is presented to the 
maternal uncle of the dead man along Avith a pig , 
the coiffure is burned and the pig singed, and the 
dead man is now completely finished Avith. ine 
ghost (arugo) goes to Hiyoyoa, the otlier wond 
under the sea at the head of Milne Bay, which is 
presided over by Tumudurere, Avho, like his Avite 
and children, is white-skinned and smooth-haired ; 
he never e.xisted on earth as a man. Many people 
assert that they can go to and return from Hiyoyoa, 
but, if they ate food there, they Avould never return. 
Cannibalism was largely due to revenge ; tne 
victim Avas dragged to the stone circle of the ciaib 
bniTied to death, and eaten partly; inside P{]rtiy 
outside the circle. No one eats his own kilim;, ; 
a killer or captor is under food and other restric- 
tions for a month (ib. pp. 404, 609, 620, 03-, Oao). 
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Thanks to Newton, Seligmann, Stone- Wigg, and 
others, _we have good ethnological data concerning 
the natives of Battle Bay on the south shore of 
Goodenough Bay. The people are included hy 
Seligmann among the Southern Masaim group of 
the Papuo-Melanesians ; they have exogamous 
clans wliich take their names from real or hypo- 
thetical bush settlements or stocks. Each clan has 
one or more totems, bariawa — a term used for 
anything that is out of the ordinary run of experi- 
ence, such as supernatural beings or white men. 
The totem is regarded as the ancestor of the 
family, and is not eaten. They are matrilineal, 
but youths may elect to join the father’s clan ; 
they do not marry into the father’s clan, and 
as a rule children may not eat their father’s 
totem. Certain clans have a stone totem which 
gives strength in war, and near it skulls of enemies 
are placed. Totems are sometimes regarded as 
omen-giving. Totemism has a wide sociological 
eil'eet. Thus the Boianai and tribes farther west 
know nothing of the xoalaga feast and take no part 
in it, while the shore people from Wedau east- 
wards do ; yet totemism brings all these peoples into 
close relationship (H. Newton, In Far New Guinea, 
London, 1914, p. 163). Chiefs possess consider- 
able influence and power ; in addition there are 
departmental experts in beneficent magic ; both 
offices are hereditary and are often combined in 
the same person. Of equal extension with totem- 
ism is the Idmta bond, which includes all indi- 
viduals of the same sex and of approximately the 
same age. Initiation, which is said to have been 
instituted by a superhuman being, formerly took 

E lace about every three or four years; it is now 
eld at longer intervals. 

The boys live in a special hut apart from the village for four 
to six months ; they work in the gardens or on the seashore, 
and are instructed by the oid men ; there are food and sexual 
tabus ; the food is cooked by their mothers in special small pots, 
but no one eats the food prepared by his own mother. The day 
before the end of their seclusion they hunt with the men. 
Next day they wear a new belt, and a comb for the first time. 

Formerly girls were secluded at puberty in a 
house for one to three montlis, and abstained from 
all flesh food. A dead man is buried by his clan 
on his side with his head (Wedau) or feet( Wamira) 
in the direction from which his ancestors originally 
came when led by the totem ; upright stones are 
sometimes placed at the head of the grave. Each 
clan, group, or settlement has its own grave, so 
that graves are frequently reopened; bones are not 
kept in the houses. At Gelaria the corpse is carried 
to the grave with flexed limbs so as to form a 
compact bundle ; a chief is buried in a squatting 
position, but a commoner is laid on his side; in 
either case he faces the direction whence his clan 
came. Most frequently disease and death are 
caused by a ‘ sending ’ projected from the body of 
a sorcerer or witch. It is thought of as leading a 
separate life after the death of the persons in whom 
it is normally immanent. After a woman’s death 
tlie ‘ sending ’ (called labuni at Gelaria) may pass 
to her daughter or go with her ghost (ant) to the 
other world (it is evidently analogous to the ' soul- 
stutl’ of the Kai). Any woman who has had children 
may command a labuni, and she is employed by 
any one. Disease is produced by various objects, 
human bones being most potent, but only the 
spiritual portion enters the victim. Knots are 
tied by specialists in the hair as a prev'cntive 
against charms, and things are tied round ankles, 
knees, and wrists so as to block the entrance of 
spirits into the body. The ghost after death ‘ goes 
to Maraiya in the south-east, “where is tiie Lord 
of the dead Tauurnariri (for Wedau) who prepares 
the place for each and assigns to each his place”’ 
(Newton, in Seligmann, p. 657) ; but Newton also 
says that the ghost wanders around the familiar 


places for some time after death ; but about Wedau 
and Wamira, when the death-feasts are finished, it 
goes to a valley east of Cape Frere, the entrance 
to the other world being through a hole in the 
ground (In Far New Guinea, p. 219 f.). The skin 
of ghosts is white ; the life there resembles that 
here ; those who are wealthy here are so there ; 
they inay fight among themselves, and whoever is 
killed is dead for ever. Spirits wander about at 
will, but usually favour certain places, as a rule 
dark uncanny spots. The only good that spirits 
do is to make strangers fear to intrude, as they are 
jealous of them. Some spirits do not injure men, 
others are ghouls; none are good. Incantations 
are a very prominent feature of native life. Every 
person, food, animal, occupation, and amusement 
has its y art ; these must be used or results cannot 
be looked for. They are not addressed to any 
person or spirit; some can be bought from their 
owners, but not those which are hereditary, and 
bestow on the possessor a distinct office (M. J. 
Stone-Wigg, The Papuans, Melbourne, 1912, p. 26). 
In Goodenough Bay a child’s spirit does not enter 
him until he gains intelligence, and the right sort 
of spirit has to be got into the child and the uTong 
one kept out by means of special charms and 
exorcisms. Some say that he has an uninstructed 
vaporous soul which is in danger of being lost ; 
therefore, when a baby is carried along a path for 
the first time, the father walks behind ancl throws 
doivn bundles of leaves so that the child’s spirit 
may not lose the path or the child would never be 
able to speak (ib. p. 28). The ghost, konaga, dies 
after an ill-defined period, becomes a spirit, goes 
into the sea, and feeds on the foam. There it 
remains for ever (ib. p. 27). 

The walaga feast is the cult of the mango, and is 
the most important ceremony in the Bartle Bay dis- 
trict, bringing together from a great distance even 
hostile communities. The name is derived from 
the great dancing platform built for the occasion. 

Tho headman of the clan giving the feast selects a young wild 
mango-tree, and he and the men who help him to clear the 
ground round it are holy ; they may not dnnk or touch water 
nor eat boiled food or mangoes ; these fasting men live in a 
special house (potnma). A temporary village is built round the 
platform in the bush. The platform is prepared and erected by 
die fasting men with the aid of the charms of all the medicine- 
men from the neighbouring mountains, who also extract the 
aru (ghost) of any dead man that may happen to be present in 
the post (from one a human bone vras said to have been ex- 
tracted). They carrj’ the ghost away and release it in the 
bush.i The tree is carefully cut down by tho fasting men with 
a special stone adze (iron should never be used), and ail chips, 
etc., are caught on new mats. With great ceremony' and care 
the tree is wrapped in the mats with the chips and fallen leaves, 
carried to the potumay and later tied to the central pole of the 

iatform ; no part of it may ever touch the ground. Things 

elonging to a dead man may be hung on the pole above the 
tree. Guests arrive bringing pigs. If one brings five pigs, 
this is called a mango, and a small mango-tree is cut down. 
Dancing and singing continue all night. At daylight the pigs 
are killed, being speared as slowly ns possible so that the 
maximum amount of squealing takes place. The mango-tree 
must hear their cries, smell the burning fat, and know that 
blood has been poured out. Otherwise the crops will fail, tho 
fruit-trees be barren, the pigs will not be productive, and even 
women wll fail to bear cmlaren (Stone-Wigg, p. 32). After the 
distribution of food the guests disperse. The following day the 
mango-sapling Is taken down, v/rapped up in mats, and hung in 
the roof of the potiima. After an interval of many months ft is 
removed and carried with great ceremony to the centre of the 
temporar.v village. A certain man cuts green mangoes in pieces 
ond puts them in the mouths of the fasting men, who chew and 
spit the fragments in the direction of the setting sun so that 
* the sun should carry the mango bits over the whole country 
and every one should know,' A piece of the tree is cut off and 
burned with the chips, etc. The mango-tree is again wrapped 
up and carried to the house of the head man. It is brought 
out and exhibited at intervals, and a piece broken off and 
burned on each occasion till it Is totally destroyed. Then this 
community mav have a new vataga, but another community 
may have a iraJapa in the meantime. 

The significance of this ceremony is not yet fully 

i To the cast of Bartle Bay bull-roarers, used at no other 
time, are Sviid to be swung by the fasting men aU the time the 
posts are being stepped. 
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understood ; in some ill-defined way it is associated 
with the ghosts of the dead. 

‘ It seems that in some way the walaga is specially the finale 
for all death feasts, and the idea is that the spirits of the dead 
should be gratified by knowing that all duties have been per- 
formed. If not, they would take revenge . . . 3 -et the spirits 
of the dead do not seem to be present’ (Newton, in Seligmann, 
p. 651). 

Stone-Wigg relates that a long time ago, when 
human victims were offered, D^edabe was horn ; 
all his brothers and sisters were pigs ; he persuaded 
people to substitute pigs for human victims. 
Since his death his spirit can be passed by cere- 
monies and incantations into a mango-tree selected 
for the purpose. It is by no means evident why 
a mango-tree should be sacred, for, though mangoes 
are a common food and much liked, they are not 
sacred in any way or connected with garden magic. 
There may have been some connexion between this 
ceremony and the barhmi and allied feasts, but, if 
so, the walaga has been subject to other cultural 
influences ; that this is probable is indicated by the 
frequent occurrence of stone monuments in this 
part of Goodenough Bay. These consist of stone 
circles and lines of stones ; the former were mainly 
the meeting-place of the old men, which no woman 
might approach. Some at Wamira were certainly 
used during cannibal feasts. The body was out up 
in the circle, washed at the shore, and cooked and 
eaten in the circle. AtWedau the stone circles do 
not seem to have had much significance, and canni- 
bal feasts were not held in them. In all the villages 
are stones which are reverenced and may not be 
moved. In the Boianai villages many are carved ; 
their presence ensures success to all garden work, 
a plentiful supply of food, and happiness to the 
people. No one knows their origin. Stones in 
and near houses have an influence on life, health, 
and prosperity (Seligmann, pp. 451, 465 ff.). 

There is an overlapping or Papuan and Melan- 
esian peoples at Cape Nelson. The Kworafi, or 
Korapi, have patrilineal totemism (PSch, ZU xxxix. 
389) ; they are the southernmost representatives of 
the Papuan-speaking Binandeli (‘ Orokaivas’), who 
extend thence to the Mamba River and some 20 to 
30 miles inland (Murray, Papua, or British New 
Guinea, pp. 98, 108). The Kubiri are also totemic, 
but a departure from typical totemism is shown 
by W. IVI. Strong’s statement, ‘ The crocodile is a 
totem and its intercession is sought by placing food 
in the rivers for it to eat’ [ap. Seligmann, p. 744). 

The cult of a mythical snake, Baigona, which is 
supposed to live on Keroro (Mt. Victory), has 
recently spread to the coast, mainly to the west 
and especially up the rivers of the Kumusi and 
Mambare Divisions. The authorized practitioners, 
baigona, claim to have control of rain, practise 
massage, employ two drugs, and regulate the 
affairs of the natives ; snakes and certain reptiles 
may not be killed (Ann. Bcp. Papua, 1911, p. 139, 
1912, pp. 14, 129, 134, 1913, p. 152 ; Murray, p. 38). 
Sir 'William Macgregor says : 

• In man}' places no native will kill a snake. Evidently snake 
cult is an ancient form of veneration and worship connected 
with ancestors over a large area of British New Guinea ' (dnn. 
Rep. Brit. Ifeto Guinea, 1S93, p. 47). 

The thaio ceremony is common to the Koko of 
the Yodda valley of the head waters of the Mamba 
River and neighbouring tribes of the Kumusi water- 
shed, Orokaiva mountains, and almost to the coast. 

The ceremony takes place at considerable inteiwals, and boys 
and girls are initiated at the same time, having been preriously 
secluded in houses built for them in the bush. During the pre- 
parations trees are pulled doivn by the hunters of nald pigs, and 
Dulbroarers are swung, and the children are told that this is the 
work of ghosts. Visitors attend from far and near. On the 
night of the ceremony all lights are put out, and the men, 
wearing huge head-dresses of feathers and frames of pigs’ teeth 
over tiicir faces, enter the village square and kneel in front of 
the large central sc.afTolding. The candidates are brought in 
from the bush with yells and shrieks, men seize the lads, run up 
and donm the village with them, and throw them on the ecaf- , 


folding, the women following with waving spears, and all utter- 
ing cries and yells. The boys try to climb up the scaffolding 
but are repeatedly hauled down. Sometimes a man wili 
rush at the boys, swinging his clubs and shouting, ‘1 am the 
ghost.' Among other tortures the boys are drenched with cold 
water. Towards the end of the night the girls are put through 
a similar performance, though they are treated much less 
roughly, immediately after daybreak boys and girls are com- 
pletely covered with hoods of bark-cloth. The boys are told tc 
turn their backs, and the men pull down trees with lianas, which 
is said to have been done by the ghosts. After this bull-roarert 
are brought out tor the first time, and the lads are told that the 
ghosts are present. The men shout, ‘ Do not kill my child 1 ’ and 
utter the names of the ghosts, who apparently are dead ancestors. 
The hoods are ne.'ct drawn off and the bull-roarers are shown and 
explained to the initiates. The bull-roarers are taken into the 
bush, and pigs and other food brought into the village ; after the 
feast the ^ests disperse. The initiates return to tiie initiation 
houses in the bush, where they must remain in close confinement 
for a month ; large smoky fires are kept burning under the floor 
to make them sweat profusely ; they are not permitted to talk 
much, and then only in a low voice. Should a boy happen to 
drop taro through the floor, he would be killed (the mother 
would know of the death only when the lads returned home, 
and she would not be permitted to make any comment). In- 
struction is given of a moral nature and relating to the ordinarj’ 
occupations of life. 

It is stated that one-holed flutes are played by 
the girls (?) in the bush after their initiation. They 
are blown in pairs, a long one about 5 ft. in length 
and a shorter one.^ Extreme care is taken of the 
bull-roarers ; should one break and a chip strike 
any one, that person, when next he goes hunting 
or fighting, will be wounded in the spot where he 
was struck by the bull-roarer ; among the tribes 
on the lower Kumusi, if a bull-roarer strikes any 
one, he will die. It is strongly impressed on all 
the uninitiated that the noise made by the bull- 
roarers is really emitted by a ghost (E. W. P. 
Chinnery and W. N. Beaver, JBAI xlv. [1916] 
69 If. ). According to Murray (p. 105), the Koko 
and allied tribes are cannibals and physically of 
the mountain type ; they differ in appearance and 
language from the Binandeli-speaking natives of 
the plain. Chinnery and Beaver say that they 
differ very little from the rest of the ‘ Orokaiva 
tribes of the Kumusi Division. 

The balum-cnlt has been described by Lehner for 
the Bukaua, who live on the north coast of Hnon 
Gulf, and -by Schellong and Zahn for the Jabira 
about Finschhafen, whose area adjoins that of the 
Bukaua. They are closely allied Melanesian- 
speaking tribes. Among the Bukaua the term 
balum includes: (1) the secret cult of an_ uncanny 
being to whom are attributed geographical cato- 
strophes, and who personified is regarded as the 
ancestor of a village kin called after it, women 
being told that it is a greedy monster and must be 
bought off by fat pigs ; (2) the bull-roarer, which 
produces the voice of the spirit ; and (3) the ghosts 
of those who have been long dead. _ 

(1) The balum circumcision feast is held at ihrer- 
vals of ten to eighteen years in the country of the 
Bukaua and Jabim, and between times ai^ng the 
hinterland Kai and the Tami islanders. The pre- 
parations are lengthy, as great numbers of people 
come from far and near to the feast. 

The special house (lum) for the candidates I® 
village, which the women have to leave (the 4“.'’™ 
the bush) ; dogs’ and pigs’ blood and chips of '’/‘"“I’® 
placed in the holes for the posts. Bovs in the ba'= W 
abstain from certain food for three to hje 
their time making mats and flutes. On the 
with great noise and swinging of hull-roarers the bovs are o 
ducted to the balum but; this is a long 
hut, the roof-pole of which is a complete 
representing the head and hair of the “ „hich 

crown of leaves its tail ; the javra are dosed on nhich 

a grotesque face is painted. Each boy is alruck on .. 
and under the chin with a bull-ro.arer to make him k P , 
before the uninitiated, talk sense, show ho^italitj , Mt propc ijq 
etc. As the hoys are dragged into the hut, men squatl mg on 
each side emit growls, and in this way the hoys a 


i Similar flutes have been seen at Sanrara, near 
ton, and on the Upper Waria. where they are rc^rrica^ m 
intensely sacred and on no account to be seen by 
children. 
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by a roaring monster. The circumcision is accompanied by the 
booming ot buil-roarera and the noise of bamboo flutes. Here 
the boys remain for two or three months in total seclusion 
from women ; they amuse themselves by playing flute.s, and 
are instructed in tribal and personal conduct by the old men. 
Among the Jabim, when the women return to the village, the 
boys go to large huts in the bush for about three months, play 
flutes, and do plait-work and carving ; they must not be seen 
by women, who sound bamboo slit gongs to warn the boys of 
their approach (O. Schellong, AE ii. 118S9] 158). 

(2) There are various kinds of bull-roarers {halum 
li), some being wonderfully decorated. Some at 
least of the designs are symbolic and convey warn- 
ings or illustrate certain aspects of the cult. They 
are divided into ‘ruling’ and ‘serving’; each 
village clan has one of the former and several of 
the latter. Ruling bull-roarers bear the names of 
prominent dead men whose characteristics they 
recall ; they are carefully handed down through 
generations ; the name is often used as a war-cry, 
in pig-catching, in the girls’ ceremony, etc. Less 
respected but also guarded from women’s sight are 
the serving bull-roarers, which also are named after 
the dead but concern only their descendants. A 
third class are those bull-roarers with a high tone ; 
thev are the wives of the first class. Very small 
bull-roarers are worn as ornaments by the chief 
men at the balvm feast. 

(3) There is a belief in a soul (katu), which is a 
sort of independent spiritual principle that can 
leave the body, as in sleep, and to which clairvoy- 
ance is attributed. At death the katu become 
ghosts [ngalau), which at any time may assume 
any form and behave as if alive j finally, they 
become halum, which mostly have hostile relations 
with the living, but may be pacified by offerings. 
These natives feel beset by tne halum, and their 
whole life is dominated by the fear of them. The 
halum cult thus combines the initiation of the 
youth into the society of the adult men with the 
recognition of his kinship with the dead, his death 
to the old order and new birth into a higher social 
status being symbolized by his being swallowed by 
a monster who is the ancestor of trie village kin. 
The prominence and symbolism of the bull-roarer 
are very noticeable features in the cult, and the 
playing of flutes by the initiates is also noteworthy. 
These are of two kinds, which are spoken of as 
husband and wife, and must not be seen and should 
not be heard by women. The dead are buried, but 
respected persons may be mummified, and the skull 
and some bones may be kept for some time. Every 
dead Jabim man of repute has a bull-roarer buried 
with him. Ghosts are not always harmful but 
may help the living, especially in gardening and 
hunting, and for this purpose ofl'erings of food are 
made to them. There are traces of totemism 
among the Jabim and Bukaua. Certain families 
believe that some animal was formerly among their 
kindred, and they reverence it on that account ; if 
it was a pig, e.g., they avoid pork ; or they may 
spare the crocodile because their tribal ancestress 
gave birth to one together with their ancestors. 
The Jabim and Bubui folk believe that any one 
having an animal relative on the mother’s side is 
changed into that animal after death ; if another 
man kills such an animal, its human relatives must 
avenge it by fighting him in pretence, and must 
give a funeral feast in its honour. Closely akin to 
totemism is the watchword of each village clan, 
which, if an animal, is generally the same as the 
totem ; protest is made if it is killed, and com- 
pensation may even be demanded (ih. p. 145 ; K. 
Vetter, quoted by Krieger, Neu-Guinca,^ p. 183 ; 
H. Zahn, in Neunauss, Dcutsch Neu-Guinca, iii. 
287 ; S. Lehncr, ih. p. 395). 

Tlie Tami islanders to the north of Huon Gulf 
are much purer Melanesians than their neighboura 
on the mainland, and in their ceremonies they 
employ masks which elsewhere are met with only 


Avest of Cape KSnig Wilhelm. Men have tAvo souls, 
both resident in the abdomen. The ‘long soul’ 
AA’anders Avhen a man sleeps, and is tantamount to 
our consciousness. At death it immediately leaves 
the body, appears to relatives, and goes to Magilep 
in N.W. NeAV Britain (Avhence a migration prob- 
ably took place to Tami). The ‘short soul’ at 
first remains near the body, and then goes under- 
ground to Lamboam, but returns to frighten the 
sorcerer avIio caused the death. After tAvo or three 
years there is a great feast and dance, at Avhich 
numerous ghosts enjoy the ‘soul’ of the good 
things. They recognize tAvo kinds of supernatural 
beings — h%iunin and kani. The huumn are spirits 
AA’ho live on an uninhabited island ; they have a 
fish body and human head, but are invisible. 
Epidemics and earthquakes are ascribed to them. 
They are not Avorshipped except in the event of a 
great epidemic, when a miserable pig or dog is 
sacrificed. One of these spirits is Anuto, a good 
being, Avho created the sky, earth, and mankind. 
He sits on the earth and holds up the sky Avith his 
head. Apparently no regard is paid to him except 
that at feasts or markets the first portion is ofiered 
to him and put in a basket to the east. Anuto 
eats the soul of the ofi'ering ; the people eat the 
rest. Bamler compares him Avith the Jabim 
‘Anuto,’ Siassi ‘Anutuat,’ and the South Sea 
‘Atua,’ god. The sun and moon were formerly 
addressed as ‘lord.’ The kani is the halum of the 
mainland, and comprises the spirit invoked at 
circumcision (under this head belong the mask- 
spirits called tago on Tami and Siassi and at 
Magilep, and the Avooden masks [7igahoyo'] of Rook 
Island). The kani, Avhich is represented by the 
bull -roarer, is described as a dragon invisible to 
Avomen and is spoken of as ‘ lord.’ This cult is the 
only public religious ceremony, and the Tami say 
that it Avas forced on them by the mainlanders, 
apparently about 150 years ago, before Avhioh time 
circumcision Avas not practised. They say that it 
^read to Siassi and Rook Island and to Magilep. 
Details of the kani festival are essentially similar 
to those of the halum festival. The oldest religious 
stratum appears to be that of the tago, Avho Avere 
created AVith their respective families or clans, 
those of the oldest families being most respected. 
Some of the tago, Avho are addressed as ‘ lord,’ are 
said to live in holes in the island, but others come 
from other islands. Tago are represented by masks 
which are kept in a hut in the bush Avhere Avomcn 
and children may not go. When men dressed in 
the tago masks appear, a tabu is placed on all coco- 
nuts for one year, during Avhich time there must 
be peace ; this happens about every ten or tAvelve 
years (G. Bamler, in Neuhauss, iii. 489). 

The Kai are a people of mixed Pyray and 
Papuan descent, Avlio speak a Papuan language 
and inhabit the RaAvlinson and Sattelberg ranges 
north of Huon Gulf. They may be regarded ns 
very primitive, and, as they have been carefully 
investigated by Keysser, tliey form a good basis 
for comparison AA'itfi other peoples. A long hut, 
which tapers aAvay behind, is built for the circum- 
cision festival in the jungle, and no Avoman may 
go near it. It represents Ngosa (‘grandfather’), 
a monster Avho SAvalloAVS the novice. In it are kept 
bull-roarers (ngosa), Avhich are employed in the 
ceremony ; only the old men have access to them. 
The Kai are very religious, their Avhole thought 
and conduct being influenced by animism. Every- 
thing has a soul-stuff completely permeating it ; a 
shaAung of Avood has the soul-stuli' of the tree, a 
stone that of the parent rook ; so also a man’s nails, 
hair,etc.,thatoftheman. Aman’s glance, voice, and 
even his name also contain his som-stufl’; thus the 
names of people long dead are still potent in charms. 
The poAvers or qualities of a person or thing belong 
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also to his souI-stufF, and may be transmitted by 
contact ■with or without the agency of ■words of 
charming — e.y,, yam or taro stones ■with ■wliich 
shoots are touched before planting out, or the bone 
of the forearm of a dead hunter. The soul-stulf 
can be isolated or ■withdrawn. There is a mutual 
attraction between allied soul-stuffs ; thus a white 
leaf of the size and form of the egg of a megapod 
will guide the Kai in his search for eggs in the 
bush. Whatever befalls the soul-stuff is undergone 
by its owner as ■well. These animistic ideas affect 
their whole life ; thus certain foods must be avoided 
by parents. They are further exemplified in love- 
charms and in the agricultural charms which are 
employed at every stage from the clearing of the 
ground to the harvest. Certain games assist the 
growth of crops : swinging and playing cat’s cradle 
help yams to grow ; top-spinning helps taro ; and 
stories of the earliest times are generally told by a 
few of the older men, but the narration ceases 
when sowing is over and the plants begin to shoot. 
The soul-stuffand the body thrive or perish together, 
but the soul persists after death and is just like 
the original man. This ghost has in its turn soul- 
stuff, for ghost sorcerers of the other world can 
bewitch other ghosts through their soul-stuff, and 
the death of the ghost follows. A further degrada- 
tion results ; the ghost sinks to an animal, and 
finally to an insect ; with the death of the insect 
the soul-metamorphosis ends. The death sorcerers, 
who form a sort of small caste, work by means of 
something connected with the victim which con- 
tains his soul-stuff, but wounds and sickness may 
be caused by ghosts and spirits — indeed, the first 
suspicion falls on them. There is great dread of 
the ghost which has left the body when the man is 
dead, those of fierce warlike men being most feared, 
since the character of the man is perpetuated in 
his ghost (the ghost of a thief will go on thieving). 
Property, trees, etc., are destroj'cd at a death in 
order that the ghost may have these things in the 
spirit land. A bamboo is placed in the grave to 
connect the corpse with the upper world, so that 
the ghost may have easy access to the body. In 
return for benefits received in the form of little 
offerings of cooked taro or crabs, the ghost furthers 
crops and is expected to send good luck in hunting, 
especially if he was a good hunter when on eartli. 
The ghost takes only the soul-stuff of tlie offering ; 
the material part may be eaten by the people. If 
things go very wrong, the ghost is blamed, his 
grave is knocked about, or he may even be driven 
away by pouring a pungent juice down the tube at 
the head end of the grave. The ghost of a slain 
person is particularly feared, and pursues those 
carrying weapons smeared wdth his blood so as to 
recover his soul-stuff; thus gory ■sveapons are left 
outside the village for some time till tlie ghosts 
have regained their soul-stuff and are then care- 
fully washed before being brought into the village. 
After the decomposition of the body, the ghost 
journeys to the world beyond, the entrance to 
which is the ghost cavern ■west of the Sattelberg. 
Ghosts are received by Tulumeng, the stem ruler, 
who accords a place to each according to whether 
he was slain or bewitched ; every one must have 
the lobes of the ears and the septum of the nose 
bored. The life beyond is much the same as on 
earth. Ghosts have powers beyond those of men, 
which become accessible to men by means of the 
names of gliosts or by fetishes which act as vehicles 
of their soul-stufi’; those of the newly departed 
are helpful to agriculture and hunting. There are 
various male and female spirits who are invoked 
to make plants grow or guard the crops, when 
catching birds, eels, pigs, etc., before ligliting, or 
for other reasons. Tliere is a creator Mdlengfung 
who has no practical effect on life ; after making 


the world he put in it the demi-gods, or ncmu; he 
also made a giant, ‘old Panggu,’ who, like himself, 
is partly flesh and blood and partly rock. The 
nemu made men, discovered edible fruits, first 
planted gardens and made houses, and death came 
through them. Finally they turned into animals 
or blocks of stone, being destroyed by a great flooi 
Calling the nemti, to whom field produce is traced, 
to memory helps its growth. The forces of nature 
are personified and are placated or even defiei 
There is no idea of relationship with animals and 
no totemism (C. Keysser, in Neuhauss, iii. 3 if.). 

At the Papuan villages of Sialum and Kwam- 
k'wam in tlie neighbourhood of Cape Konig 
Wilhelm (6° 8' S. lat.) there is no deity wlio must 
be worshipped. Offerings are made to ghosts at 
burial to keep away from the village and bring no 
misfortune on it, and when beginning tillage to 
keep away harmful influences and protect from 
pigs and grasshoppers. Offerings are made to the 
ghosts of dogs and pigs whose death cannot be 
accounted for. The nai, or ghosts of men who 
have died far from home, are the only friendly 
spirits ; they ivarn people of danger and foretell 
events. The only spirit-cult is 7nate, but the 
people will tell nothing about it for fear of the 
inlanders who are the real owners of mate. The 
cult seems to be much the same as the balnm-cnlt, 
but the associated circumcision is falling into 
disuse. A number of spirits are included under 
mate, chiefly the ghosts of ancestors and of the 
recently dead; of the rest nothing is known. 
There are various spirits who are mainly malev- 
olent. Nemunemu created the sky and earth 
(this is now the name for white men). The 
creators of the world ■were two brothers ; the elder 
made the mainland and gave his people the bow 
and stone club, the younger made the islands and 
the sea, and instructed his people in making spears 
and burning lime for betel-ciie^wing ; the differences 
in language are also due to them (Stolz, in 
Neuhauss, iii. 245). 

Most of the information from_ Astrolabe Bay has 
been obtained at the Papuan village of Bogadjim ; 
all the other coast villages except Bongo are 
Melanesian-speaking. The corpse is exposed on 
a frame'work on which food is hung ; that of a man 
is painted white and red and crowned with red 
hibiscus flowers by members of the asa society. 
After a few hours burial takes place with grave- 
gifts ; if not buried, the ghost wanders about seek- 
ing its old home. The village of ghosts is not 
located ; its inhabitants are still interested in 
earthly affairs. The ghosts of those slain in battle 
go to another place and are still more terrifying ; 
they prowl about the village as long as they are 
unavenged. The song of the kiav. bird is thouglit 
to be the voices of the dead, and it is a good omen 
if it is heard when making magic in the gardens to 
get a good crop. The dead help their relatives 
and are invoked on all sorts of occasions. Great 
■wooden images, apparently of especially honoured 
dead, are made in Bongu and widel 3 ’^ exported. 
Every few years a feast is held in their honour, 
which women maj^ not share ; if the image fails to 
help suppliants, it may be set aside. Other spirits 
are the embodiment of hostile forces of 
smallpox, spring tides, bad Europeans, etc. lucre 
is no idea of a creator. The whole world— moun- 
tains, valleys, water, trees— is animated, lue 
e.xistence of totemism is doubtful. The asa-px a 
cult centres in a poor sort of house in the . 
which contains wooden masks and the ritnai 
musical instruments, asa-flutes, etc. 
known about the initiation ceremonies, wliicii ta^- 
place about every ten or fifteen years, hut Ji 
(Eth. Smn. Ung. Nat. Mas. iii. 183) says that thej 
are just the same as the baliim at pinschha c , 
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circumcision then tahes place and bull-roarers are 
used. Bull-roarers, which difler from those of 
Huon Gulf, are of varied form and decoration ; un- 
perforated ones are in common use as love-charms, 
and are given by the girls to young men. These 
and other ritual objects are figured by Semayer. 
Biro states that the asa-house was formerly the 
only place for practising ancestor-cult, initiation 
ceremonies of youths, and the sacred dances, but 
that latterly, though not from European influence, 
flsa-houses are neglected, being replaced by the 
men’s house (B. Hagen, IJnter dan Papua’s, Wies- 
baden, 1899 ; W. Semayer, ‘ Beschr. Cat. L. Biro,’ 
Eth. Sam. Ung. Nat. 3hts. iii. [1901] 181-196). 

The Monumbo are a Papuan-speaking people 
living about Potsdamhafen (145° E. long.). They 
do not believe in a supreme being, or moral good 
and evil, or recompense hereafter. Ghosts are sup- 
posed to live like mortals, and are invoked and 
prayed to. Images (dva) are made of every dead 
tribesman, as any ghost may do harm if left loose ; 
they are not merely memorials of the dead, but 
residences of the ghost. Ofierings of food are 
made to them to secure their help, but they are 
scolded if it is withheld ; in time they pass into 
oblivion. When ghosts have grown old, they die 
and are changed into animals and plants (white 
ants, a kind of pig, the harimbar-tree, etc.). Tliere 
is great fear of magic, and many ceremonial tabus 
are observed. There is a myth of a creator Ombera- 
man, who was killed by a woman and her partheno- 
genetic sons ; she told her two sons to kill lier, and 
from her and from her blood mankind appeared, 
but previously she instructed them in making 
houses, pottery, masks, etc. There are two kinds 
of dances, ‘ mask-dances ’ and ‘ people-dances.’ In 
the former there is great diversity in the masks ; 
the masked figures represent murup who inliabit 
the primeval forests of the Ramu and AugustaRiver 
valleys; women and children may not approach 
or the murup will kill them. Not only are the 
masks called murup, but the name is also given to 
the long bamboo flutes, women being told that 
their noise is the cry of the murtip monster ; the 
flutes are kept in the men’s houses carefully con- 
cealed from the uninitiated ; they are blown on 
the completion of a chief’s house, at initiation of 
youths, and after burial of the male dead. The 
dancing lasts for one week, but very few men join 
in it though crowds of both sexes attend. There 
are six kinds of mask : three are imitations of the 
dog, kangaroo, and cassowary, three imitate higher 
beings who may be connected with the flute mumip ; 
both groups are treated as mysteries and are all 
called murup, but have proper names besides. 
The second group was borrowed a long time ago 
from the Koranduku to the west. Masks, flutes, 
and small mask-like amulets are provided with a 
soul by special consecration by fumigation. As 
having a soul, they are reverenced, sacrificed and 
prayed to, and treated as patron spirits. They 
are expected to give fine weather or a safe journey, 
and to reveal in dreams if lish are in the net or 
an enemy is lurking. Special masks and flutes 
belong to each patrilineal clan. The head of the 
clan tliat provides a feast arranges matters, but 
works in a friendly way with other chiefs ; his wife 
may enter the men’s enclosure and see the flutes, 
and all the men present have intercourse with her. 
From a rite that takes place it would seem that 
the flute has some connexion with procreation (F. 
Vormann, Anfhropos, v. [1910] 407, vi. [1911] 411). 
P6ch says that totomism does not occur, but there 
appear to be suiwivals ; he also states that the 
songs, dances, and ceremonies of the Monumbo 
came from the low country between the Ramu and 
the SOpik [Milt, dcr avih. Gcscllsch. in IVien, xxv. 
[1895] 235 ; ZE xxxix. 384' 


Up the SGpik (Kaiserin - Augusta River) are 
wonderful houses containing slit gongs, ceremonial 
flutes, numerous skulls, carved figures, dance- 
masks, etc., but we have no information as to the 
cult. On the lower river flutes [mump) are kept 
in men’s houses with bull-roarers. Head-hunting 
prevails on the river and in the neighbourhood ; at 
VVatam on the coast, Poch says, skulls must ‘ take 
part’ in pig feasts [Globjts, xciii. [1908] 171). 
Enemies’ heads are kept in the men’s house. Reche 
considers that head-hunting is connected with 
inanism, especially a skull-cult ; one tries to get 
the skull (the seat of the soul) of an enemy into 
one’s power so as to secure its help for oneself and 
withdraw it from the enemy (Neuhauss, i. 58, 235 ; 
O. Reche, Dcr Kaiserin- Augusta- Fluss, Hamburg, 
1913, pp. 356-398). Von Luschan describes 
several wooden images which he calls ' ancestor 
figures’ from the mouth of the Ramu, about 4° S. 
lat. (in ICrieger, p. 498). They are of an entirely 
diflerent type from the Geelvink Bay horwar, but 
nothing was then known about them. Vormann 
was told that the images from the mouths of the 
Ramu and SGpik have the same significance as 
among the Monumbo. They are, as P. W. Schmidt 
points out, images of the dead and not ancestor 
figures (G1 o6i4s, Ixxxiv. [1903] 111); food is oliered 
and appeals for help are made to them (Reche, p. 
358). Reche suggests that the faces and heads on 
weapons, shields, canoes, etc., up the SGpik have a 
similar meaning, and are, in fact, representations 
of dead persons or of their ghosts (p. 360 f.). 

Neuhauss (i. 412) records the only clear case of 
totemism in ‘German New Guinea.’ Around 
Dallmannhafen and on the neighbouring islands 
exogamons tree-totemism is wide-spread ; there 
are the usual tabus. If danger is averted or a 
special piece of good fortune happens, a man utters 
the name of his totem tree. The tree is that man’s 
good spirit. There are also animal totems. Neu- 
hauss refers to an ancient totem tree on Seleo, 
Berlinhafen ; all the people would die if it were 
destroyed. 

Among the littoral Melanesian-speaking peoples 
in the neighbourhood of Berlinhafen, and on the 
neighbouring islands, the dead are buried in a 
cofbn made of areca-palm wood, but the bones are 
exhumed in December after two or three years with 
great ceremony for men, the grave being opened 
when the sun is at the zenith, and the skull and a 
thigh-bone of a man are kept in the club-house 
[alol) of that division of the village ; in the case of 
other people they are kept in the house or thrown 
aw.ay in a charnel spot, but various bones are kept 
to be worn. Tiiere is a dim idea of reward and 
punishment for ghosts, and a sort of metamorphosis 
into fish or pigs. The memory of the dead is often 
celebrated, and by means of their bones they are 
invoked to calm a wind, etc. On certain days at 
the beginning of spring graves are tidied up to 
bring good luck on sea and in trade, as neglect 
would bring great misfortune. Sickness is produced 
by ghosts, umo are exorcized. On Tumleo Island 
a ghost goes underground and has to pay a spirit 
in order to cross a ladder over a great piece of 
water ; then it goes by canoe to a great river on 
the mainland, udiere there are three subteiranean 
cities of the dead. There are good female spirits 
[tapum) who bring good luck and protection to 
those who honour them and good fortune in hunt- 
ing ; they are so numerous that in Tumleo each 
village has several, and in Sapi each family has 
one. The cult consists of keeping the spirit-iiouso 
(paralc) clean, and in it are held special leasts with 
drum-beating and the playing of water-flutes. 
Women and children may not enter or listen to the 
music, as the spirit is unfriendly to women, who 
have to provide it with abundant food. The tapum 
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aie the parthenogenetic progeny of a spirit, Mok- 
rakun, who, owing to a flood on the mainland, 
drifted to Turaleo; she was discovered by the 
women, but the men appropriated her and built 
Kparak for her. TheyiamA: is a highly ornamented 
two-storeyed house which contains the slit drums 
and water-flutes. The parak is where spirits, and 
the alol where ghosts, are revered. The spirit- 
and club-houses are repaired and a festival held 
before the south-east monsoon begins, this being 
the trading season. Festivals are held in these 
houses after successful hunting or fishing. There 
are various evil spirits that infest many places 
(M. J. Erdweg, Mitt, der anth. Gesellsch. in Wien, 
xxxii. [1902] 27411'. ; and cf. R. Parkinson, AE 
xiii. [1900] .35, 41 ff.). Biro calls the parah ‘ karo- 
•wara,' and states that in one at Tarawa] against 
the wall were red human and animal images of 
various sizes and also little images leaning against 
coco-nut shells ; before some of them food was 
placed. Several of these images are figured ; he 
terms them ‘ Ahnenfigurchen ’ ( J, Janko, ‘ Beschr. 
Cat. L. Biro,’ Eth. Sam. Unq. Nat. Mtcs. i. {1899] 
45ff.)._ On Ali Island curious bored stones are 
used in sorcery, and on Meta Island, Dallmann- 
hafen, a bored stone is kept which is believed to 
ensure an abundant catch of fish (Parkinson, p, 44). 

As regards Humboldt Bay, which is the western 
limit of the occurrence of the slit gong, Van der 
Sande states that the people are entirdy impreg- 
nated with religion. He received the impression 
that they believe the universe to be ruled by super- 
natural powers which are feared, and that all feasts 
have a religious character in so far as they take 
the place of prayers and ward off evil. Feasts in 
commemoration of the dead take place in the 
‘temple’ (MrStodri, which seems also to be the 
name of the spirit associated with it). This build- 
ing contains the sacred drums and flutes; these 
are always blown two at a time ; it is a religious 
act and indicates that the spirit is hungry and the 
women have to prepare food for the inhabitants of 
the temple {Nova Guinea, iii. 287 f., 294-297). 

De Clercq and Schraeltz state that east of Cape 
D’Urville the greatest festivals take place in large 
buildings, mma [rocmah) kdrhv&ri, in which men 
call upon the ghosts of their forefathers to ward 
off harm from those going on a journey, and feasts 
are celebrated on starting for or returning from a 
fight. Especially are they connected with shark- 
fishing, with which the whole life of the men is 
bound up ; these ceremonies take place only during 
the west monsoon or fishing season {Ethnograph- 
ische Beschrijving, p. 180). 

The coastal peojue of the Mamberamo (137° 50' 
E. long.) mostly migrated from the northern islands 
of Geelvink Bay. They are v-eiy intelligent and 
energetic, and are head-hunters; they speak a 
Melanesian language. Totemism of a kind is 
practised. Representations of the totem animals 
are tatued on both sexes ; these animals were in 
early times brothers of the men. The good prin- 
ciple is the full moon ; they pray when she rises 
for good things ; the dead go to her husband and 
sit ivith him in a squatting posture as a sign of 
most blessed repose. Ghosts trouble themselves 
little aboufthe living, but blood-revenge must not 
be neglected. The dead are placed in little boats 
on a decorated high framework, the skull being 
eventually kept in a little hut in the forest. 
Squatting wooden figures {korvar) are made, into 
which the ghost enters at times and announces its 
will to descendants and foretells the future. The 
July full moon is the time of the moon’s wedding ; 
she is then very gracious ; at the great festival : 
then held amulets are consecrated. Tlie principle ; 
of evil is a spirit, Sinompi (Suangir in the west), 
who sits under the roots of pandanus-trees and I 


howls ; if any one is ill, a picture of Sinompi is 
tatued on the chest, or in some places he is sacri- 
ficed to. There was an old culture-hero who gave 
laws and founded the men’s houses ; his laws were 
disobeyed and he vanished, but he wfll return some 
day and everything will be renewed ; therefore he 
is called Mansereu koreri, i.e. the god at whose 
return everytliing will cast its akin (Moszkowsld, 
ZE xliii. 322-329). The inland tribes of the Mam- 
beramo are of a difi'erent stock and apparently 
speak a Papuan language. A flood myth is cunent 
among them. They have a great initiation festival. 

On the day before it is held women and children leave the 
village, the novices are taken into the men's house and are said 
to be blind, and the sacred bamboo flute is sounded (no woman 
may see or hear it or the Mamberamo would again overflow the 
land and kill all living beings). The novices’ eyes are opened 
when they hear the flute and they now recognize the sanctity 
of the men's house. 

A similar festival is held by all the tribes up to 
the Central mountains. The dead are exposed on 
high platforms in the forest ; the people fear the 
ghosts, and a village is abandoned after a death. 
They believe all nature to be animate: if it 
thunders, the mountain is angry ; when a man is 
drowned, the river is an{^ (ib. pp. 340-342). 

In the Geelvink Bay district a manes-cult based 
mainly on fear of the ghosts is very evident. 
Dead infants are placed in baskets and slung on 
a tree so that Narwur and Imgier — male and 
female spirits who live in the evening mist of the 
forest and kill babies because they love them and 
wish to have them near — may take them and spare 
the other children. The other dead are buried. 
In some parts, as in S. Japen (Jobi), corpses arc 
mummified, kept in the house, and later removed 
to hollow trees. Some believe that the soul has its 
seat in the blood and that the ghost goes to tlie 
bottom of the sea. After death the ghost abides 
by the corpse and is bxiried with it. A small 
wooden image is made and taken to tlie grave; 
the ghost passes into it, and is supposed to remain 
there so long as satisfactory answers can be obtained 
from it ; should the answers he unsatisfactory, it 
is believed that the ghost has deserted the image, 
and it is thrown away as useless. These koncar, 
or karwar, are kept in the houses or taken on 
sea voyages, and are consulted on all important 
occasions. An offering is placed before the korvsar, 
which is either held in the hands or placed on the 
ground. The ghost is supposed to pass from the 
image to the suppliant, who thus becomes inspired. 
The mere presence of such images benefits tlie sick, 
though they may not be the ancestors of the patient 
(various authors quoted by Frazer, Belief in Im- 
mortality, i. 307-313). Konoar are generally made 
of persons who have died at home, but can be made 
for others, in which case the ghost is called to the 
village by setting fire to a great tree. '1 he skulls 
of very important men or warriors sometimes fo™] 
the head of the korwar that represents them i h’]'' 
on Ron Island such images are made of all first- 
born children who are about twelve years of age 
or more ; they are consulted as oracles (de Clercq, 
p. 632). Van der Sande (p. 302) .says that tlie 
korwar are found only in coastal villages and ns 
far east as Liki (Kuroamba Islands),^ but he is 
evidently referring to the eliaracteristie squatting 
Geelvink Bay images, since analogous images 
spoken of as ancestor images are found nbo““ vue 
mouths of the SCpik and Ramu Rivers (4 fa. lat.J, 
and in the Arfak mountains and elsewliere in tne 
north-west. The distribution of the vanop Kinds 
of korivar is given by Serurier 
Indischc Taal-, Land-, enVolkenkunde, xl, [Batavia, 
1898] 287). The men’s house or ‘temple (pm 
scram) is adorned with carvings of human 
and crocodiles; little more is known about tne . 
than that the young men sleep there, van oc 
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Sande equates them with the Mreioari of Hum- 
boldt Bay district and the parak of Berlinhafen, 
hut points out that the cult has diminislied (p. 302). 
At Dord and Mansinam women holding korwar 
dance to drum-beating until they fall into a 
trance. Other ‘ Malay ’ customs occur there, such 
as the use of the soul-house, with a bird brooding 
over it, whither a woman’s soul can repair when 
she goes on a journey for the first time (Mosz- 
kowski, p. 326). In Geelvink Bay the moon is 
believed to be inhabited by a woman who weaves ; 
she is invoked before going on trading journeys. 
There is excitement over the new moon. Thunder 
and_ lightning are stated at Dord to be due to evil 
spirits ; men swear by the sky. A sort of dualism 
occurs in Manuval, the evil spirit of night, and 
Narvoje, a good spirit living in the mist ; there are 
also a creator and numerous bad spirits who cause 
thunder and lightning, storms, and all kinds of 
harm (J. L. van Hasselt, quoted by Krieger, p. 405). 

The Windessi of the west coast of Geelvink Bay 
generally place their dead on a platform, often on 
an islet, and omens are taken. After a year the 
feast of the dead takes place, at which konear are 
made, into the head of which the real skull may 
be inserted. The feast lasts for two days, accom- 
panied by dancing and singing, but not by drum- 
or gong-beating. If in the meantime they kill 
some one who is reputed to be an incarnate evil 
spirit (who presumably caused the death of their 
relative), they do not carve a korwar, but make 
marks on the skull of the murdered man, and have 
instrumental music. The living have two souls; 
when a woman dies, both of them go down into 
the nether world, but, when a man dies, one of his 
souls goes below, the other passing into a living 
man (rarely a woman), who tliereby becomes a 
medicine-man and has powers to heal the sick 
(J. L. D. van der Roest, quoted by Frazer, Belief 
in Immortality, i. 318). In Windessi, Biak, and 
other islands the bodies of enemies are thrown 
into the forest; later their skulls are preserved. 
Fellow- tribesmen are exposed on coral islets 
(Moszkowski, p. 325). 

In the Arfak mountains the dead are mummified 
by being smoked in a hut. On the highest moun- 
tains dried mummies are placed in hollow trees 
(Moszkowski, p. 325). De Clercq could find no 
trace of a worship of gods among the coastal tribes 
of the islands of Waigiu, Salwatti, Misol, etc., but 
they keep in their houses karicar and miniature 
houses of the dead, at wliich men only may make 
the daily offering of sago. In the chief’s house 
are shrines for the gliosts of all the persons who 
liave died in the village. The mountain tribes, 
however, believe that the ghosts dwell in branches 
of trees, to which they attach food and strips of 
white and red cotton. The people of the ‘ Negen 
Negorijen’ make male and female kartuar, in 
which the frosts of their ancestors are sujiposed 
to reside. These afford protection to the liouse- 
holds, and food is set beside tliem at festivals (de 
Clercq, p. 205). The Seget Sdl6 at tlie extreme 
westerly point of New Guinea bury their dead in 
the islet of Lago and erect little houses for their 
ghosts in the jungle, whicli are never entered {ib. 
p. 211). Wooden images of tlie distinguished dead 
are made in MacCluer Gulf ; at Sekar similar 
kormr protect property, and one ancestor figure, 
Aerfanas, makes girls pregnant (H. Kiilin, quoted 
by Krieger, ]). 402 f. ) ; in the same place small bowls 
(called kararasa after the ghosts of ancestore who 
are believed to lodge in them) are hung up in the 
houses, and on special occasions food is placed in 
them (de Clercq, p. 462). In the islets of the 
Angunung district in the south of MacCluer Gplf 
corpses are placed in hollows in the rocks, which 
arc adorned with pictographs (ib. Eg. p. 459). 


The Papuans of the Mimika River either bury 
their dead in a shallow grave or place the body in 
a coffin supported on trestles ; occasionally the 
corpse is just placed on a platform. Only the 
skull is eventually retained and kept in the house. 
There is_ a belief in ghosts. The first peal of 
thunder in the day is greeted with a long tremulous 
shout, as is the rare whistle of a certain bird ; in a 
bad thunderstorm the ground is beaten and sticks 
waved with shouting. The first sight of the new 
moon is greeted with a sort of bark (Wollaston, 
pp. 131, 132, 136-140). A ‘form of pr.ayer’ by 
wailing is practised during the performance of anj' 
risky deed, at the ceremonial slaughter of a pig, 
and even at the setting of the sun. There are 
carved figures of men in some villages, for which, 
however, no respect is shown (Eauding, pp. 135- 
139, 224). 

Wollaston refers to a pig festival, attended Uv visitors from 
distant parts, in which women draped in leaves drove two hoars 
into the jungle. The men fonned a hollow square in the 
village ; the women driving the boars returned to the village, 
and, as the boars were being bound, the women set up a great 
wailing and plastered themselves with mud. The boars were 
clubbed to death on a large sloping platform, and, when they 
were dead, the women threw themselves on the dead bodies, 
wailing loudly. The men also wailed. After the mud had been 
washed off, playing took place ; the women and girls chased the 
men into the river and be.at them without retaliation. A child 
had its ears pierced on this occasion (pp. 

No explanation of the ceremony was obtained but 
it appears to be a variant of the great periodic 
festivals of the eastern coastal districts. 

General observations. — A few generalizations on 
the religions of New Guinea may now be made. 
Everywhere man is believed to possess a soul which 
leaves the body at death, and may then be termed 
a ghost. The ghost remains for some time iu the 
neiglibourhood of the corpse, and, although it may 
go to an underground world or to some island, it 
frequently revisits its former home, partly to be 
revenged on the sorcerer who compassed the death 
of its body, partly to be assured that the funeral 
rites are Quiy performed. If this is the case, it 
is pleased and may be helpful ; otherwise it is 
malicious, and it may show displeasure if its 
children are molested or tribal customs neglected. 
After a long interval an elaborate festival is held, 
and the gliost is finally dismissed to the other 
world. During all this time offerings are made to 
the ghost and it may be prayed to for help ; for 
this purpose the skull is frequently kept anef often 
other bones ns well, as the ghost retains connexion 
with them. The final ceremony is all-important, 
though the period which elapses before it is variable. 
It is often the occasion of initiation ceremonies, 
the idea seeming to be that, as the ghosts, at all 
events of the recently dead, are present, it is a 
convenient opportunity to socialize them with 
those who are being admitted into tribal life. 
The bull-roarer seems in many tribes to be associ- 
ated with ghosts, often indeed to be their repre- 
sentative, which may explain its verj' constant use 
in initiation ceremonies. The carved tablets or 
boards which are so constantly found in the ‘ club- 
houses ’ are connected with a manes- or ancestor- 
cult, ns are also masks ; but these in some instances 
may represent spirits that never were men and 
whom it is permissible to speak of as gods. The 
employment of masks, however, is limited, and 
evidently belongs to a distinct culture. 

As the ghosts are often invoked to make the 
gardens or plantations fniitfnl, so the occasion of 
the final funeral feast maj' be taken ns a special 
opportunity for securing their aid. The initiation 
ceremonies are not merely the promotion of status 
of the novitiates, but also their introduction to 
sexual life. Usually the puberty ceremonies of 
both sexes are distinct, but they raaj- be combined. 
The relation between human reproduction and the 
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fruitfulness of the soil is frequently recognized. 
Thus we find that the ‘ great festival ’ is of com- 
plex origin and import, and it is not surprising 
that one or other aspect is predominant in different 
localities. It is probable that its components 
were perfectly distinct rites connected severally 
with puberty, death, and horticulture. That such 
symcretism does take place is proved by the fact 
that the occasion of the great feast is taken by the 
Mafulu to perform minor social rites, such as nose- 
boring, etc. The various developments that may 
occur will depend upon the social organization of 
the people, the different cultural influences that 
have come in from outside, and other circum- 
stances, among which must be reckoned migration. 
If the migration has been gradual, a connexion 
may be retained with the parent stock, or at aU 
events the differentiation may not be great, as 
among the Elema tribes, but, if the migration has 
been from afar, as among the Motu, a great 
obliteration may be expected. 

Toteniism has a discontinuous distribution, but 
there is no evidence as to whether it was at one time 
universal ; in some places there are what appear 
to be vestiges, and in others totemism has been 
modified by later influences. For more detailed 
information Frazer’s Totemism and Exogamy (ii. 
1-62, iv. 276-286) may_ be consulted. 

Head-hunting is wide-spread, though not uni- 
versal ; it, too, is the criterion of a cultural drift. 
Often a victim must be offered at the consecration 
of a new club-house or for ‘ blooding’ a war canoe. 
The /eopiravi-oulb of the Purari delta and the agihi- 
oult farther west are special developments of 
head-hunting, which at present cannot be linked 
mth other phases of the custom. Cannibalism is 
frequently associated with head-hunting; some- 
times it IS of a very mild order, being a form of 
contagious magic; often it is a solemn act of 
revenge ; in some cases human flesh is eaten for 
pleasure. 

The rich religious life of many of the tribes of 
the Papuan Gulf seems to find a parallel among 
the peoples up the S6pik, judging from their 
paraphernalia, although Ave do not knoAV anything 
about their religion. It seems probable that there 
has been a migration soutliAvard from the SSpik, 
which introduced among other things men’s houses 
and the use of masks eventually as far south 
as Torres Straits, thus complicating the more 
aboriginal culture Avhich, aa'c may assume, the less 
influenced Papuans possessed. The Papuan sub- 
stratum probably extended all over Hew Guinea, 
and in some cases has remained relatively pure 
even at points along the coast. There is abundant 
linguistic, cultural, and other evidence of several 
migrations from Melanesia in the south-east and 
east. The total absence of masks south of 9° S. 
lat. and the almost co-extensive absence of the bull- 
roarer are significant. Noteworthy, too, are the 
apparently iveak religious sentiment of the W. 
Papuo-Melanesians and the stone erections of 
many of the S. Massim. The employment of 
sacred flutes among the inland tribes of the Mamba 
and 'Waria, from Huon Gulf to Humboldt Bay, 
and on the S6pik and Mamberamo Rivers, indicates 
a definite cultural influence ivith Avhich may be 
associated the distribution of slit gongs and spirit- 
houses from Humboldt Bay to Berlinhafen and up 
the SCpik. The prevalence of various kinds of 
konoar from the Mamberamo to MacCluer Gulf is 
significant ; their distribution indicates more than 
one cultural drift from Indonesia. 

A manes-cult is practically unh'ersal, though in 
places it seems to be feebly developed. Frequently 
the bull-roai'er is definitely associated Avith this 
cult, as are also masks and ceremonial tablets on 
which human faces are carved. In the Papuan 


Gulf, according to Holmes, ancestors seem to have 
been promoted into distinct gods. Culture heioea 
are frequently recognized, and there is a tendency 
to apotheosize them AA'hen they comefrom elseAvliere. 
The absence of a priesthood has prevented the 
systemization of religion. 
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NEW HEBRIDES. — This archipelago in the 
Avestern Pacific Ocean consists of a fairly compact 
mass of islands in its northern and central parts, 
tailing off to the south into the more Avidely 
separated islands of Eromanga, Tanna, Anaiteum, 
Anhva, and Futuna. The term ‘ Ncav Hebrides ’ is 
often used to include the Banks and Torres Islands 
lying to the north. 

With the exception of the Torres group, all the 
islands are volcanic and are veiy fertile and not 
specially unhealthy. The chief foods are tlie yam, 
taro, bread-fruit, banana, and coco-nut, together 
Avith fish, and on festive occasions pork ami foAvls. 
The population has decreased very greatly partly 
Giving to the introduction of European diseases, 
alcohol, and firearms, but probably in still greater 
measure OAving to artificial restriction of the birth- 
rate. In some parts the decrease has noiv been 
stayed and families have become larger, especially 
Avhere missionary influence is strong. 

1. Somatology. — The inhabitants of the Nev.' 
Hebrides are examples of the Oceanic variety of 
the Negro, but there is very great variety of 
physical type. In some places, such as parts of 
Lepers’ Island (Oba) and Ambrini, the people are 
much lighter than the average_ in colour, and 
noAA'here are they so dark as in some of the 
northern islands of Melanesia. There is also great 
variety in stature. The people of the interior of 
Espiritu Santo (commonly called Santo) are so 
small (3 ft. 6 in. to 4 ft. in height) that they maj' 
properly be called Pygmies, and there are indica- 
tions or a similar population elseAA'here_. There is 
more constancy in the nature of the hair, avIucU is 
nearly ahvays frizzly and black, but examples of 
curly or wavy hair are occasionally to be ohsCTved. 

The great variety of population has probably 
arisen through the fusion of seyeral light-colonred 
and AA'avy- or straight-haired immigrant peoples 
AAnth an indigenous Negro or Nigntic population. 
In some places the physical characters or the people 
may hai’e been influenced hy later settlements of 
Polynesians, hut the cultural resemblance to Poly- 
nesia has probably arisen more through the setUe- 
ments of the Avanderers Avho originally peoplea 
Polynesia than through the later arrival of 1 oly- 
nesian oastaAA'ays and migrants. 

2. Language. — Tavo families of language are 
spoken in the Ncav Hebrides — Melanesian ana 
Polynesian. The Polynesian languages are spoken 
only in certain small islands in the southern ana 
central parts of the group, viz. Anhva, 

Vila (or Fila), hleli, and the Avestem part of Mae. 
The presence of Polynesian langiiages in tliese 
islanift is probably due to the relatively recent 
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settlement of small bodies of Polynesians -who 
perhaps reached the islands as castaways, and, 
blending with the earlier Melanesian population, 
succeeded in introducing their language. The 
Melanesian languages which are spoken in every 
other part of the group show very great variety in 
vocabulary and phonetic character, the difl'erences 
in grammatical structure being smaller or at any 
rate less obvious. In vocabulary and phonetics the 
differences may be very great, especially aberrant 
examples being found at Hog Harbour in the 
north-eastern part of Santo, at South-west Bay in 
Malekula, and in Ambrim and Epi. The lan- 
guages of the southern islands differ considerably 
h’om the rest, the language of Anaiteum depart- 
ing more widely than the others from the usual 
Melanesian character. Variations may be found 
quite close to one another, and an island less than 
a mile in length may show two or three dialectical 
variations. 

There is no close correlation between language 
and physical character. The people of the islands 
where Polynesian languages are spoken differ little 
from their Melanesian-speaking neighbours, and 
the speakers of anomalous Melanesian languages 
may conform closely to the prevailing physical 
type. Thus, in Santo the people of Hog Harbour 
who are anomalous in language are not so in 
physical appearance, while tlieir Pygmy neigh- 
Ijours speak a language conforming closely to the 
general Melanesian type. 

3 . Social organization. — Pour chief types of 
organization can be distinguished : (o) the dual I 
organization with matrilineal descent ; ( 6 ) the 
totemic clan-organization ; (c) a clan system de- 
pendent on locality uith local exogamy ; and {d) a. 
system in which there is no clan-organization, in 
which marriage is regulated by kinsliip. _ 

(а) The dual organization uith matrilineal de- 
scent is found in the purest form at Hog Harbour 
at the north-eastern part of Santo. Immediately 
north of this the moieties are subdivided into 
sections, and this is also the case in the northern 
part of Pentecost, the eastern side of Oba, the 
north-western part of Santo, and the Banks Islands. 
In parts of Santo the dual organization is fused 
with a totemic system to produce a higlily complex 
organization. 

( б ) The totemic system is found in its purest 
form in Sandwich Island (Fate) and the adjacent 
islands, such as Nguna, Vila, and Meli. The 
people of these islands are organized in a number 
of matrilineal clans, each associated udth a plant 
or animal, the former being the more numerous. 
The condition would be one of typical totemism if 
there were not an almost complete absence of the 
tabus on the use of animal or plant which are 
usually associated wth totemism. The totemism 
of Santo is still more anomalous. The sub-groups 
of the moieties of the dual organization are asso- 
ciated with plants or animals, and a person belongs 
to the clan of his mother, but every person includes 
in his or her personal name the name of the totem 
of his or her father. Thus, a man whose father 
belongs to the kava (ac) elan and his mother to the 
coco-nut (o?o) clan will belong to the olo, but will 
have the word ac as a prefix to his personal name. 

(c) The organization uith local exogamy is foimd 
in Ambrim, m some parts of Malekula, and in the 
small islands (Vao, Atchin, Wala, etc.) ou the 
north-eastern shores of that island. Since a man 
belongs to the locality of his father, the condition 
is patrilineal. 

(rf) The fourth kind of organization, in which 
marriage is regulated by kinship, is found in 
T.angoa and Eraki, small islands at the southern 
end of Santo, and in several villages on Santo. It 
is also present in Malo and Tituba, and in the 
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western part of Lepers’ Island (Oba). It may also 
be present in the group of small islands Ijdng 
between Sandwich Island and Epi, often called the 
Shepherd Islands. At present we have no definite 
knowledge concerning the social organization of 
the islands from Eromanga southwards. 

Some of the islands, such as Ambrim, are highly 
communistic, and the whole group seems to present 
various intermediate stages between communistic 
and individual ownership of property. In most 
parts chieftainship in the strict sense cannot be 
said to exist, but is replaced by the status which 
accompanies high rank in the organizations knoum 
as the Manggc, Sukwe, etc. (see below). Chieftain- 
ship, however, is present in the southern islands 
and probably in the CTOup of islands lying between 
Sanuudch Island andEpi. Wife purchase is general 
throughout the islands, but in some parts is accom- 
panieu by a condition in which the young women 
are monopolized by the old men, the young men 
having to be content with widows. Probabty as 
the result of this social condition, there are a 
number of peculiar forms of marriage, such as 
marriage with the daughter’s daughter of the 
brother, with the daughter of the sister’s son, the 
wife of the father’s father and of the mother’s 
brother. These marriages occur especially in the 
northern part of the group, while the region south 
of Epi, with the exception of the Fate group and 
the small islands between Sandwich Irianu and 
Epi, is characterized by the presence of the cross- 
cousin marriage (ERE viii. 425 f.). A limited 
form of this marriage occurs also at Hog Harbour 
and on the east coast of Malekula. 

The chief objects used in the purchase of wives 
are pigs, and these animals also form the chief 
medium of exchange and payment in other trans- 
actions. In the New Hebrides mats form a kind 
of money. In the Banks Islands shell-money is 
the chief currency, and in the Torres Islands arrows 
and pigs’ jaw-bones. 

The organizations to be described in the next 
section take a very important place in social life, 
and there is hardly a branch of social organization 
upon which they do not exercise a profound eflect. 

4 . Religion. — In most of the islands there is a 
belief in a being who is usually supposed to have 
created man and to take an interest in his welfare. 
In Ambrim this being is called Taktak, in the 
northern part of Malekula Tagar, in Atchin Tahar, 
in Oba Tagaro, in Malo Tokotaitai, in Tangoa 
Soketatai, in different parts of Santo Totetara and 
Yetar, while in the southern islands he is known 
by some form of the Polynesian Mauitikitiki, viz. 
Moitikitiki in Anaiteum and Tanna and Amoshi- 
kishiki in Futuna. Though these beings corre- 
spond in many ways with our idea of ‘ god,’ they 
are not the object of any special cult, and the people 
seem to attach little, if any, importance to the 
possibility of their intervention in human affairs. 
In some places they are connected with the sun 
and moon. In Atchin Tahar represents both sun 
and moon. At Nogugu, in Santo, Totetara is 
believed to dwell beyond the setting sun, and the 
people of Tangoa occasionally throw food towards 
Mata ni alo, ‘ the eye of the sun,’ asking it to take 
the offering to Soketatai. The worship of sun and 
moon is said to have been present in the southern 
islands, and representations of sun and moon have 
been found car\'ed on rocks in Anaiteum. 

Beliefs and practices connected with such beings 
as Soketatai are, however, of very little import- 
ance beside the cult of the dead, and especially of 
dead ancestors, which is the central feature of the 
religion of the New Hebrides. The belief in the 
influence of the dead upon the living inspires much 
I of the religious ceremonial, and in some if not all, 

1 of the islands the cult of dead ancestors forms part 
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of an elaborate organization called the Mangge in 
Ambrim, MangJd, Mengge, or Maki in Maleknla 
and the adjacent islands, and Rlwele or some form 
of the word Supwe [Supkwe or Sukwe) in Santo and 
the Banks Islands. This cult certainly extended 
as far south as Sand'wich Island (Fate), and was 
probably present in the southern islands. The 
practice of the cult is closely associated with the 
representative of the Melanesian club-house called 
gamal, khamali, etc. Though we have as yet no 
definite evidence of the presence of the whole cult 
in the southern islands, the club-house which ac- 
companies it elsewhere is certainly present, and 
the people use kava, which is associated through- 
out this part of Melanesia Avith the cult practised 
in the club-house. 

In the Banks Islands the organization has two dis- 
tinct sections— the proper and the Tamafe, 

or ‘ghost’ secret societies. In the New Hebrides 
these two sections are combined in one cult, which 
has little of the secret character of the ‘ghost’ 
societies of the Banks. All the organizations con- 
sist of a number of grades, and men rise in rank 
and social estimation by passing from grade to 
grade, making payments on each occasion to those 
who are already members ; the payments consist 
of pigs in the New Hebrides and of shell money in 
the Banks Islands. A member of the organization 
may eat only food cooked at his o^vn fire or at 
the fire of a member of his ovm rank ; this makes 
the institution resemble the caste of India, which 
has led European settlers in the New Hebrides to 
speak of the whole organization as ‘ caste.’ 

The chief features of the ceremonial of the 
Mangge of Ambrim are the killing of pigs, the 
assumption of a new name by the initiate, and 
the making of a new fire. The leading feature of 
the higher ranks is the setting up of an image in 
human form, in w'hich it is believed that the ghost 
of the father’s father comes to reside and care for 
the Avelfare of his descendant who is taking the 
new rank. The image is covered by a house or 
some structure representing a house. 

In other islands — Santo, Male, and Malekula — 
an important feature of the ritual is the erection of 
dohnen-like structures consisting of a table-stone 
resting on stone supports, upon which a new 
member stands w'hen he is killing a pig. Nearly 
everywhere the banyan tree forms a striking object 
in the places where the ceremonies are held. 

Wooden gongs, often called drums, are used in 
all forms of the organization to give special signals 
so that all shall know the nature of any ceremony 
which is about to he performed. In Ambrim and 
Malekula and in many of the islands to the south 
as far as Fate the gongs are set upright in the 
ground and are adorned ivith representations of 
the human form. In Santo they are little orna- 
mented and lie on the q;round. The shell-conch is 
also prominent in the ntual, being blown in some 
islands whenever a boar passes from one person 
to another. Only the flesh of male pigs may be 
eaten by those who belong to the organization, and 
in many islands especial importance is attached to 
pigs believed to be hermaphrodite. 

A prominent difference between the organizations 
of Santo on the one hand and Malekula and Ambrim 
on the other is that in Santo more importance is | 
attached to the number of pigs killed. In some 
parts of Santo a man may have to kill more than 
a thousand pigs, the number accumulating from 
the time when lie took his first step. In Malekula 
and Ambrim, on the other hand, more importance 
is attached to the kind of pig, especially to the 
degree of curvature of its tuslcs. In Ambrim only 
a few pigs are killed, though many pass from the 
new to an old member in payment for the various 
objects used in the ritual. 


The connexion of the organization with ancestor- 
cult is especially obvious in Ambrim. Elsewhere 
the religious character of the institution has often 
fallen into the background, while the economical 
aspect has become especially important. This im- 
portance has arisen out of two factors : (1) the pay- 
ments made by new members to old have produced 
a complicated system of vested interests, a man in 
a grade receiving from new members a return for 
the payments that he had himself made in order 
to reach his present rank ; (2) the other mode is by 
the connexion of the organizations with the practice 
of tabu. In some islands, such as Ambrim, member- 
ship of the organization is the chief means by which 
a man can reserve property for his own use, and in 
Ambrim the power of tabu is definitely associated 
with the ancestor- cult, any infraction being 
punished by the ghostly ancestors of the tabuer, 
who inflict some form of illness on the offender. 

In Ambrim the rites folloiring death are almost 
an exact replica of the proceedings when the dead 
man took his last step in the Mangge, and this 
connexion between the ancestor-cult and the death- 
rites is probably present in Malekula. The 
chief mode of treatment of the body of the 
dead which ' is associated with the Mangge and 
allied cults is interment in the extended position, 
often in the house or club-house. In some places 
only the head is interred, while the body is kept 
on a platform, and this practice appears to be the 
representative of an older mode of disposal in 
■which the bodies of the dead were placed on plat- 
forms, sometimes in the branches of a banyan tree. 
This mode of dimosal is still practised in some 
parts of Santo. In one district of South-west Bay 
in Malekula the bodies of important men are dried 
over a fire on a frame-work inside the house. After 
a time the bones are thrown away except the skull, 
which is taken to the club-house. It is covered 
with plaster and made to resemble the dead man 
as much as possible. It is then fixed to an artificial 
body, which is decorated with all the insignia 
proper to his rank in the Mengge, Under certain 
conditions in Ambrim the dead may be interred in 
the upright or sitting position, and the sitting 
position is the rule in the interment of old men _m 
vao and Atchin, and appears to have been habit- 
ual among the now extinct Bushmen of Fate. In 
some of wie southern islands, such as Anaiteum, 
dead commoners were thrown into the sea, wlnle 


chiefs were interred. 

Evei'yivhere in the New Hebrides the dead are 
believed to pass to some place at a distance from 
their home in life. The people of Ambrim and of 
some parts of Malekula are believed to go to the 
great volcano in Ambrim, and those of the southera 
part of Malekula to South-west Bay. The people 
of Malo and Tangoa go to a place in Santo, those 


western side of Big Bay, and those of Ho^ Uarnour 
to two mountains on the eastern shore of Big Bay, 
The people of Fate and other central islands usually 
pass to some small island, reef, or point of ’n 
the vicinity. The dead of Atchin are said 
old men to go to Tahar (see p. 353''), tins belief 
co-existing inth that in the passage tc> Aniorini. 

The joamey of the dead_ to their future home 
may be accompanied by various trials, and success 
in reaching it does not depend on the possession oi 
moral qualities as we understand them, but ratuer 
on such features as membership of the Mangge iina 
similar organizations, the knowledge of certain 
songs, tatiiing, and the boring of ears or nose. 
The dead of the small islands lying north-ease 
of Malekula succeed in reaching their home m 
Ambrim only by the gift of the pigs killed . 
funeral rites to a being called Lesausau m Atcnm 



NEWMAN 


356 


and Lehethheth in Vao, whom they meet on the 
way. At Hog Harbour those who are killed in 
war go to one mountain and those who have died 
from disease to another. 

The Mangge and similar organizations are very 
far from exhausting the ceremonial of the New 
Hebrides. In Ambrim the bull-roarer is swung 
after the death of a man who has learned with 
special ceremonial how to use it in life. This cere- 
mony and one called rom, in which masks are 
worn, are probably sundvals of an older cult allied 
to that of the Tamate societies of the Banks Islands, 
which existed in the island before the introduction 
of the Mangge. The bull-roarer is said to have 
passed to Ambrim and Malekula from Epi; it is 
used as a toy in parts of Santo. 

The operation of incision, a variety of circum- 
cision {EBE iii. 660), is practised in Malekula, 
Ambrim, the southern part of Pentecost, Epi, 
Eromanga, Tanna, and probably Anaiteum, and 
true circumcision occurs in the northern part of 
Malekula. In each case the operation is accom- 
panied by prolonged ceremonial, in which boys 
undergo a period of seclusion, with features 
suggesting the representation of death which are 
also present in the proceedings of the Tamate 
societies of the Banks Islands. In Ambrim incision 
certainly belongs to a stratum of culture older 
than the Mangge. The practice is associated ivith 
a special form of dress, the pudendal sheath, either 
in a simple form in Ambrim and parts of Malekula, 
or greatly exaggerated in size in other parts of 
Malekula and in the southern islands. The 
operation and mode of dress are very closely associ- 
ated ; where one occurs, the other is always found. 
Though the customs of boring the ears and nose 
have an influence upon the fate of a man after his 
death, the boring does not seem to be accompanied 
by any special ceremonial. 

Another mutilation — Icnocking out the upper 
incisor teeth of women — is practised at Hog 
Harbour, in South- ivest Bay, and in a district in 
the middle of the east coast of Malekula. At 
South-west Bay the operation is performed rvith 
ceremonies resembling those accompanying incision. 
Deformation of the head is performed in the 
southern part of Malekula and in the adjacent 
Maskelyne Islands. 

Prolonged and important ceremonies are per- 
formed in connexion with the making of new 
canoes and gongs. In some islands the ceremony 
of making the wooden gongs forms part of the cere- 
monial of the Mangki ot Maki, but in Ambrim it 
is wholly distinct, though the gongs when made 
are used in the ritual of the Mangge. The canoe 
ceremonies were performed only in the case of the 
large canoes used for going to other islands, and 
are now performed when the people have bought 
large boats of the European pattern. In Ambrim 
the ceremonial has much in common ■with that per- 
formed when making a new gpng. 

We do not know of any special ceremonial accom- 
panying other manufactures. Pottery is made by 
women on the west coast of Santo and was formerly 
made in many other parts of the group, but the 
manufacture does not seem to have had a cere- 
monial character, and, beyond the killing of pigs, 
we have at present no knowledge of religious cere- 
monial accompanying house-building or the making 
of weapons or other objects. 

S. Magic. — Various kinds of magic are practised 
in the New Hebrides, but apparently play a less 
prominent part in the lives of the people than in 
the Banks and Torres Islands. In these islands 
the people chiefly fear the magical powers of mem- 
bers of their own community, and in the Banks 
Islands associations have come into existence for 
mutual protection in this respect. In the Nerv 


Hebrides magic is also practised ■within the com- 
munity, but in some islands the people fear chiefly 
the magic of their neighbours, and especially do 
the people of the coast fear those who dwell in the 
bush. Magical powers are vddely ascribed to the 
people of Ambnm, who in their turn dread the 
magic of the inhabitants of certain parts of Male- 
kula. 

In the Banks Islands magical powers are believed 
to be derived from spirits (vui) whose efficacy 
depends on an attribute called mana (ERE viii. 
375 f.). We have no evidence at present that 
similar spirits are supposed to produce magical 
effects in the New Hebrides, and, though the word 
mana exists with other meanings, we do not know 
of the presence of the beliefs which this term con- 
notes in the Banks Islands. 

liTTERATnRE. — R. H. Codrington, The Melanesians, Oxford, 
1691 : F. Speiser, Tiso Years ivith the Natives in the TFesfem 
Pacific, London, IDIS; W. H. R. Rivers, The Bist. of Mel- 
anesian Society, Oamtridge, 1914 ; W. Gunn, The Gospel in 
Futuna, London, 1914. The foregoing article is based chiefly 
on recent work by J. W. Layard and the writer, the record of 
which has not yet been pubhshed. W. H. H. BlVERS. 

NEWMAN. — John Henry Ne'wman was bom 
in London on 21st Feb. 1801. His father’s family 
has been said to be of partly Jewish descent, but 
there is no etddence for the assertion. His mother’s 
family, Fourdrinier by name, was descended from 
French Huguenots who left France on the revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes. Her influence, her 
fervent if somewhat narrow piety, was largely 
responsible in his childhood for the formation of 
that intense conviction of the reality of the spiritual 
world which is his distinguishing characteristic. 
As a boy he was already a mystic, and at fifteen 
he underwent the experience knoivn in Evangelical 
circles as conversion. In 1808 he was sent to a 

rivate school at Ealing, ■where he remained until 

e went up to Trinity College, Oxford, in June 
1817. A year later he was elected to a scholarship, 
and took nis B.A. degree in 1821, although, owing 
to nervous exhaustion from overwork, with a less 
brilliant place in the class-list than was expected. 
His real powers were known, however, and recog- 
nized in 1822 by his election to a fellowship at 
Oriel. This college, although a small one, had 
taken the lead in the intellectual revival of the 
early 19th cent, at Oxford, and to be chosen a 
member of that brilliant society was to win the 
blue ribbon of Oxford scholarship. 

At first the influence of his new associates, wdth 
VTiately ns the dominant force among them, 
seemed likely to lead him in quite a different 
direction from that which he afterwards took. 
They * called everything into question ; they ap- 
pealed to first principles, and disallowed authority 
ns a judge in matters intellectual’ (Ward, Life of 
Nexoman, i. 37). The abiding result of this inter- 
course was his liberation from the narrow, almost 
Cahdnistic, theology of his youth, and that breadth 
of sympathy which marked his later -writings. In 
1824 he took orders in the Church of England, and 
was appointed to the curacy of St. Clement’s 
Oxford, a parish almost entirely inhabited by the 
poor. On his appointment in 1826 to a tutorship 
at Oriel, which, unlike the preceding generation 
of tutors, he regarded as involving a definite re- 
sponsibility for the souls of his pupUs, he resigned 
his curacy ; and in 1828 he was named vicar of St. 
hlary’s, the university church. In the latter year 
his friendship wdth HnrreU Fronde brought him 
into relation ■with Keble ; and little by little he 
began to value more highly the ancient traditional 
element in religion, and to study with ai’idity the 
■writings of the early Christian Fathers. He began 
to think that he had overvalued the function of 
the mere intellect in matters of religion, and to 


356 


NEWMAN 


dread tli e liberalism which characterized the keenest 
thinkers of the day both at Oxford and at Cambridge. 
It is curious to find that his first notable stand on 
public questions was his opposition in 1829 to Sir 
iloI)ert Peel’s re-election as member of parliament 
for the university because of his proposing Catholic 
emancipation — an opposition based, however, not 
upon Newman’s prejudices (at that time very real) 
against the Eoman Catholic system, but on his 
conviction that the measure was an outgrowth of 
the indifterentism of the day. This does not mean 
that he ever became, or could have become, a blind 
reactionary — he had much sympathy, for instance, 
wth Roman Catholics of the type of Montalembert 
in Prance ; but this whole aspect of his life is best 
summed up in the words which he spoke fifty years 
later on his reception into the College of Cardinals. 

'And, I rejoice to say to one great mischief I have from the 
first opposed myself. For thirty, forty, fifty years I have re- 
sisted to the best of mj’ powers the spirit of Liberalism in 
religion . . . the doctrine that there is no positive truth in 
religion, but that one creed is as good as another. ... It is 
inconsistent with any recognition of any religion, as trite. It 
teaches that ail are to be tolerated, for all ore matters of 
opinion. Revealed religion is not a truth, but a sentiment and 
a taste ; not an objective fact, not miraculous ; and it is the 
right of each individual to make it say just what strikes his 
fancy ' (Ward, ii. 460). 

After finishing his first serious piece of historical 
study, The Arians of the Fourth Century, in 1832, 
he set out for rest and refresliment, in company 
with Hurrell Froude, on liis memorable Mediter- 
ranean journey, during which he came in contact 
for the first time witli the Roman Catholic system 
in actual operation, and was nearly dying of a 
fever in Sicily. He told his servant that he did 
not think he should die, for he believed that God 
had a work for him to do. The same sense of a 
divine guidance is expressed in the hymn, ‘ Lead, 
kindly Light,’ which he wrote while becalmed in 
an orange-boat off the coast of Sicily on his home- 
ward way from Naples to Marseilles'. I 

He reached England at a time critical for the 
Established Church. Ten Irish bishoprics had been 
suppressed, and disestablishment seemed among 
the possibilities. Froude, Keble, and Palmer had , 
already resolved to ‘ Avrite and associate in defence 
of the Church,’ and on 14th July 1833 Keble 
preached in St. Mary’s his famous sermon on j 
‘ National Apostasy,’ from which the formal begin- 
ning of the Oxford Movement was dated. Newman 
threw himself heartily into their plans, and in j 
IDecember the Tracts for the Times (1833-41) began ' 
— pamphlets of varying size, hut of uniformly 
academic rather than popular tone, intended to 
vindicate the continuity of the Church of England 
and the integrity of the Praj'er Book. Presently j 
he reached the height of his influence ; in the 
Oxforti of 1838 he was the central figure, and 
every one bears witness to the marvellous effect of ! 
his sermons in St. Mary’s. One testimony may be 
quoted from a Scottish Presbyterian : ] 

‘ To call these sermons eloquent would be no word for them ; 
high poems they rather were, as of an inspired singer, or the 
outpourings of a prophet, rapt yet self-possessed. And the 
tone of voice in which they were spoken, once you grew accus- 
tomed to it, sounded like a fine strain of unearthly music. 
Through the silence of that high Gothic building the words fell 
on the ear like the measured drippings of water in some vast 
dim cave. After hearing these sermons you might come away 
still not believing the tenets peculiar to the High Church 
system ; but vou would be harder than most men, if you did 
not feel more than ever ashamed of coarseness, selfishness, 
worldliness, if vou did not feel the tilings of faith broughtdoser 
to the soul ■ ( j. 0. Shairp, essay on ‘ John Keble,’ in Studies in 
Poetry and Philosophy, Edinburgh, 1SC3, p. 278). 

But presently arose the doubts as to his position 
which were to make the next five years a time of 
torture to him. His studies (1839) in the history 
of the Monophysite controversy, followed by the 
impression ot the other parallel in tlie Donatist 
schism and St. Augustine's classic vyords, ' Securns 
jndi'vi.t oi-tiie terranim.’ set him thinking whether 


a local, a national, Church cut off from antiquity 
on the one side and on the other from the majority 
of Christians in the present day could indeed be 
I the body of Christ. He managed to put the doubts 
I away from him; but, in his own phrase, ‘he who 
has seen a ghost can never be as though he had 
not seen it,’ and they Avere bound to recur. In 
1841 he published the famous Tract .xc., ‘On Re- 
serve in Communicating Religions KnoAvledge,’ in 
Avhich he tided to prove that the XXXIX, Articles 
need not bear the anti-Roman sense popularly 
attributed to them. It caused intense excitement 
and Avas condemned by a number of bishops, in 
order to emphasize the Protestant character of tlie 
Church of England. In April 1842 NeAvman took 
up his abode in the roAV of simple cottages at 
Littlemore, a feAV miles out of Oxford, Aidiich he 
had prepared Avith a vieAv to the foundation of a 
quasi-monastic community. He resigned the Adcar- 
age of St. Mary’s in September 1843. * From the 
end of 1844,' he Avrites, ‘ I Avas on my deathbed as 
regarded my membership in the Anglican Church.’ 
Yet, until he Avas sure, he felt hound not to un- 
settle others, and AvithdrcAv himself more and more 
into solitude, giving himself to uninterrupted prayer 
and studj'. In hlarch 1845 he resigned his fellow- 
ship, and on 9th October he was received into the 
Roman Catholic communion by Father Dominic, 
an Italian Passionist Avho Avas travelling in England. 

In the folloAving year he went to Rome and made 
some studies there, and Avas ordained priest on 
30th May 1847. After considerable weighing of 
Avhat his future work should be, he joined the 
Congregation of the Oratory, founded by St. Philip 
Neri in tlie 16th cent., and more loosely organized 
than the old monastic orders. The plan of a neAV 
Oratorian bouse in England, the first there, Avas 
approved by the pope. It Avas estoblished at Edg- 
hasten, a suburb of Birmingham, in January 1848, 
Avith NeAvman as superior ; and this Avas his home 
for the rest of his life, except for the Irish interlude. 
In 1850 he gave some notable lectures in London 
on ‘ Certain Difficulties felt by Anglicans,’ and a 
feiv months later another senes on ‘The Present 
Position of Catholics in England,’ the best Avritten, 
in his oAvn opinion, of all his Avorks._ In one oi 
these, delivered in the Com Exchange, Birmingham, 
he exposed in very plain language the abominable 
vices of an apostate Italian filar named Achilli, 
AA'ho had been lecturing against the Church (the 
passage is given in full in Ward, i. 279). Follow- 
ing closely an article by Cardinal Wiseman in the 
Dublin Review of July 1850, he detailed the scan- 
dalous career of Achilli, Avho brought an action 
for libel against him. It proved very difficult to 
get from Italy the necessary Avitnesses ; the jury 
Avas prejudiced by the violent anti-Roman feeling 
of the days of the ‘ Papal Aggression ’ ; 

Avas found guilty and sentenced to a fine of 
Avliich, as Avell as the enormous expenses of the 
trial, AA'as at once paid by popular subscription. 
In a leading article the Times, AA’hich then spoKe 
the sober mind of England, called_ the proceedings 
‘ indecorous in their nature, unsatisfactory in their 
result, and little calculated to increase the respect 
of the people for the administration of justice or 
the estimation by foreign nations of the English 
name and character.’ ■, i • , 

In 1852, at the first synod of the restored hier- 
archy, he preached the magnificent sermon on 
‘The Second Spring’ Avhich Macaulay is said to 
have knoAATi by heart. Before this he had been 
asked to take the rectorship of a Roman Catholic 
university to be established in Dublin, but he ^ 
not actually installed until February 1854. 
stoiy is too long to tell in detail of how nusunder- 
standings and apparent lack of support from some 
of the Irish bishops made his position anyemng 
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but comfortable (see his own account published 
after his death under the title of My Campaign in 
Ireland, and Ward, i. chs. xi., xii.) ; but he was 
never at home in his new surroundings, and at the 
end of 1858 he resigned his office and went back 
with relief to the quiet life of the Oratory. 

The next five years were years of discouragement 
and_ apparent failure. Singularly enough, it was 
a bitter and unscrupulous attack upon him that 
led to his restoration to a wide popularity not only 
among the members of his own Cnurch, but in the 
English world at large. In a review of Fronde’s 
History of England [Macmillan’s Magazine, Jan. 
1864) Charles Kingsley wrote : 

‘Truth for its own sake has never been a virtue with the 
Eoman clergy. Father Newman informs us that it need not be, 
and on the whole ought not to be ; — that cunning is the weapon 
which Heaven has given to the Saints wherewith to withstand 
the brute male force of the wicked world which marries and is 
given in marriage. Whether his notion be doctrinally correct 
or not, it is at least historically so.* 

Neivman might possibly have let the thing pass, 
‘grave and gratuitous slander’ as he called it in 
his initial demand on the publishers for reparation, 
if it had touched himself alone. But he felt that 
the honour of the whole Roman Catholic priest- 
hood was at stake; and when, in answer to his 
request for substantiation, Kingsley was able to 
give but one reference, and that from a sermon 
preached in St. Mary’s while Newman was still an 
Anglican, the matter could not be allowed to rest. 
Yet the only apology that he offered, printed in 
the following number of the magazine, was merely 
conventionaf and did not touch the real point at 
issue ; and in a pamphlet entitled What, then, does 
Dr. Neitman mean? he actually deepened the 
ofiensiveness of his original charge. Newman 
came to the conclusion that the only way to vin- 
dicate himself completely was to do what was 
extremely distasteful to his sensitive and retiring 
disposition — to give a minute history of all the 
mental processes which had led him to his change 
of allegiance. In seven parts, at intervals of a 
week, he published the Apologia pro Vita Sxia, 
which, written as it was at high speed and under 
the pressure of conflict, has been often called the 
greatest piece of autobiographical writing in the 
English language. 

‘Not the letters of Pascal, nor those of Junius, won more 
Instant success. The Apologia, ns it was given to the world 
Thursday after Thursday, appeared in all hands, was read in 
clubs, in drawing-rooms, 6y clerks on the top of omnibuses, in 
railway trains, and one bad almost said, in pulpits, for every- 
where its author was discussed, his pathetic or striking sentences 
quoted, his English more than ever admired ' (Barry, Cardinal 
Neunnan, p. 123). 

Abundant testimony to the convincing effect of 
Newman’s defence might be collected from many 
people absolutely at variance with his religious 
beliefs. Richard Holt Hutton, editor of the 
Spectator, a Liberal in politics and, until late in 
life, a Unitarian in religion, a known admirer of 
Kingsley, put forth strongly in more than one 
artime that ‘the whole justice of the matter 
seems to us on Dr. Newman’s side ’ ; and Frederic 
Harrison, in a sketch of Kingsley’s whole work 
and influence (Studies in Early Victorian Litera- 
ture, London, 1895, p. 180), declines even to speak 
of ‘his miserable duel with Cardinal Newman, 
wherein he was so shamefully worsted.’ 

Apart from the Apologia, the most interesting 
activity of the sixties in Newman’s life was the 
attempt to establish a centre of Roman Catholic 
life and teaching in his still-loved O.xford. The 
scheme was opposed by Planning and others, and 
ultimately abandoned — though since Newman’s 
death the principle for which he contended has 
been fully recognized. The details of this contro- 
versy may bo seen at length in AYard’s Life, chs. 
xxi., xxiv. f., and in Purcell, Life of Cardinal 
Manning, ii. ch. xiii. f. In 1806 he began to make 


notes for the work which he regarded as one of his 
most important, the Essay in Aid of a Grammar of 
Assent. The next four years were largely occupied 
with serious thought and correspondence touching 
the apparently approaching definition of papal in- 
fallibility at the Vatican Council of 1870. He 
found in the utterances of the Dublin Review and 
the Univers — strongly Ultramontane — exaggera- 
tion and party spirit which seemed to him unhappy 
in tendency and likely to lead to portentous evus. 

‘ Newman’s great fear, in the years 186B-70, during which the 
proposed definition was canvassed, seems to have been that by 
its terms it might appear to the world at large to sanction such 
excesses ns those of M. Louis Veuillot [editor of the (Jhtrers), 
novelties which were at variance with traditional Catholic 
theology’ (Ward, 11. 239 f.). 

In 1868 the pope, after having his works ex- 
amined and approved by official theologians, 
directed that he should be asked to help in pre- 
paring the material for the Council, 'U’hich not 
only was a testimony to his orthodoxy, but gave 
him a definite standing when he was impellea to 
discuss the important question at issue. He de- 
clined to attend in person the theological confer- 
ences in Rome, but did his best to assist by corre- 
spondence such bishops as wished his advice. His 
fears were not allayed until the definition was 
actually made. His objection was not so much to 
the making of a definition ns to the sort of defini- 
tion which he felt was likely to be passed, in haste 
and under partisan pressure. When he saw the 
actual text of the decree, he was satisfied ndth its 
moderation. 

‘So far, indeed, as doctrine was concerned, no more was 
defined than he himself had always held. The old Ultramon- 
tanism of which Archbishop Sibour and Montalembert had 
been staunch defenders became a doctrine of faith. The Ultra- 
montanism of the Univers received no countenance in the text 
of the definition. . . . The tendency towards excessive centralisa- 
tion which ho deplored was not a matter of doctrine but of 
policy ’(Ward, ii. 307 f.). 

He had said of the Grammar of Assent, which 
appeared early in 1870, that lie expected it to be 
ms last work ; and in a memorandum of 14th Oct. 
1874 spoke of ‘my habit, or even nature, of not 
writing and publishing without a call ’ (Ward, ii. 
400). Only a month later such a call came to him 
in a bitter attack, first in a magazine article and 
then in a pamphlet, by Gladstone, upon The 
Vatican Decrees in their Bearing on Civil Allegiance. 
It was thought by not a few that the statesman 
was irritated by the defeat, through the influence 
of the Irish bishops, of his Irish University Bill of 
1873 ; at any rate, he came out with the statement 
that ‘ Rome had substituted for the proud boast of 
semper eadem a policy of violence and change in 
faitn,’ and that since the events of 1870 ‘ no one 
can become her convert without renouncing his 
mental and moral freedom, and placing his civ’il 
loyalty and duty at the mercy of another.’ In a 
brilliant pamphlet, entitled A Letter to the Dulse of 
Norfolk (the leading Roman Catholic layman in 
England), Newman refuted Gladstone’s charge, 
taking occasion at the same time to disown some 
of those exaggerated conceptions of the pope’s 
position whicli he had deprecated before the 
Council. 

In 1877 his old college at Oxford, Trinity, made 
him an honorary fellow, and in the following 
February invited him to pay a visit, of which Lord 
Bryce records : 

*’■'■ “'-atic to U8 younger people 

i ■ •BO many eventful years, 

I ■ ■■ sit as a youth, the voice 

BO often heard in St. Mary’s retaining, faint though it had 
grown, the sweet modulations O-xford knew so weil, and the 
aged face worn deep with the lines of thought, struggle, and 
sorrow’ (Ward, ii. ISO). 

But a CTeater honour was in store for him. Leo 
Xin., avlio had become pope in April 187S, signi- 
fied in the following March his intention of con- 
ferring a cardinal’s hat upon the venerable English 
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Oratorian ; the actual creation took place in the 
consistory of 12th May, and was made more wel- 
come hy the permission, not granted to a cardinal 
who was only a priest since the time of de B6rulle, 
superior of the French Oratory, in the 17th cent., 
to continue his residence in England. His health 
grew increasingly feeble with advancing years, 
though to the last he endeavoured to be always 
working for the cause to which he had given his 
life._ He died on 11th August 1890, and was 
buried at Rednal, under a stone engraved at his 
own desire with the words ‘ Ex umbris et imagini- 
bns in veritatem’ — words recalling the spirit of 
his best-knomi utterance, the appeal of the hymn 
written nearly sixty years before to the ‘kindly 
Light’ to lead him through all darkness and 
danger safely home. 

_ During the years since his moving voice fell 
silent his influence has been peroetuated by the 
manifold appeal of his writings. Testimony to the 
unsurpassed excellence of his prose style — ‘ common 
English made perfect,’ as Barry calls it; ‘not so 
much the expression of a thought as the thought 
taking shape in a perfectly pure medium of lan- 
guage ’ (A. C. Benson, The. Upton Letters^, London, 
1906, p. 26) — might be collected from many good 
judges M'ho have again no sympathy with his 
theolog;^ as widely divergent from it, in fact, as 
R. H. Hutton and W. E. Henley, who says of 
Thackeray (Fieivs and Reviexos, London, 1908, i. 
18), ‘Setting aside Cardinal Newman’s, the style 
he wrote is certainly less open to criticism than 
that of any other modern Englishman.’ One of 
the most penetrating judgments is that of William 
Vaughan Moody : 

'Newman’s prose style at its best is characterized by an un- 
obtrusive distinction, and by a land of aerial transparency in 
comparison with which even Arnold’s prose appears slightly 
dense. Although Arnold’s meaning is always perfectly clear, it 
reaches us, so to speak, through a resisting medium ; we are 
conscious of his manner, Newman, it may almost be said, has 
no manner, or at least his manner is so completely one with his 
matter that it passes unobserved ; his words convey his meaning 
as ether conveys light. If Arnold is as clear as crystal, Newman 
is as clear as mountain air. 'This quality of style, by virtue of 
which it incorporates itself in meaning and becomes, as it were, 
invisible, is the highest attainable quality; and Newman, in 
certain passages especially of his Apologia and his Idea of a 
University, has perhaps come nearer chan any prose writer of 
his century to the type of perfect prose ’ (jlist. of English 
Literature, New York, 1902, p. 342). 

Of all his thirty -six volumes, that in which these 
qualities are best exemplified on a subject of 
general interest is probably The Idea of a Uni- 
versity Defined and Illustrated (1873), in which — 
again side by side with Matthew Arnold — he 
pleads for a broad general culture against the 
aggressive utilitarianism of the day, and exhibits 
the serene Oxford suavity in its most charming 
form. But greatest in substantive importance 
(unless the Essay on Development may be thought 
to rival it), although, because of the concentrated 
attention which it requires, never likely to be 
popular, is the Essay in Aid of a Grammar of 
Assent. Again and again he had justified in his 
University Sermons, preached before his conversion, 
as Hutton points out, 

'the potent implicit reason of man against the fruitless and. 
formal explicit reason,’ shown ‘ how much more powerful was 
the combination of humility, trust, imagination, feeling, per- 
ception in apprehending the revealed mind and will of God, 
than the didactic and formal proofs to which the popular re- 
ligious appeals of our day usually have recourse ’ (Criticisms on 
Contemporary Thought and Thinkers, London, 1894, ii. 276). 

For years he had wished to write something 
which should deal with the relations of faith and 
reason in such a way as to answer the difficulties 
of modern sceptics, of which he had naturally a 
more vivid realization than most of his fellow- 
Catholics. Twenty years earlier he had com- 
plained that tlie Italian theologians ‘know nothing 
at all of heretics as realities ’ CVVard, i. 247) ; and 
he had been seeking a key to their situation, which. 


as mentioned above, he thought he had discovered 
in 1866 in the idea ‘that certitude is a form of 
assent, and that to treat of the psychology of 
assent as distinguished from inference’ was the 
way to reach his aim. The book is too long and 
too closely reasoned to be analyzed here ; its value 
is its keen insight into certain mental processes 
which are deeply rooted in the experience of man- 
kind, though their importance is not as a rule 
fully realized, which account for and justifj' beliefs 
not to be adequately proved by explicit logical 
arguments. It was a bold experiment; where 
scientific theology had tended to use the deductive 
method exclusively, the Grammar, with its minute 
psychological observation, was a step in the direc- 
tion of employing the Baconian method. 

‘How man ought to arrive at certitude has been the subject 
of many an ambitious treatise. How, in concrete matters, he 
does arrive at it, was Newman’s concern ’ (Barry, p. 148). 

The Essay on the Development of Christian 
Doctrine, most of which he had written before his 
conversion as an intellectual exercise for himself, 
evidences his growing conviction that the Roman 
Catholic belief of the 19th cent, was substantially 
the same as that of the apostles, only more expli- 
citly defined and amplified. Its main contention 
may be most simply understood bj’ recalling the 
use of the word ‘development’ in photography, 
where the chemical process is unable to bring out 
anything that was not originally imprinted on the 
plate hy the sun’s rays, yet the outline only at last 
becomes clearly visible. To some thinkers of the 
present day the enforcement of this idea, which 
anticipated so curiously in the ecclesiastical field 
much that Darwin was to suggest in the realm of 
biology, seems Newman’s most important contribu- 
tion to religious thought ; and certain Modernists, 
especially in France, have attempted to claim him 
as in sympathy with their position. He was, 
indeed, one with them in his anxiety to show the 
reasonableness of his faith to the modern non- 
Gatholic world, whose peculiar difficulties he 
understood so well ; and they might gladly quote 
such phrases as these, detached from their context: 

* Old principles reappear under new forms. [The living idea] 
changes in order to remain the same. In a higher worid it is 
otherwise, but here below to live is to change and to be per- 
fect is to have changed often ’ (The Development of Christian 
Doctrine, pt. i. cb. i. sect. i. [ed. 1878, p. 40)). 

But the context and the attitude of humble sub- 
mission to authority which characterized Neivman s 
forty-five years as a Roman Catholic tell a difierent 
story; and the lecture entitled ‘A Form of In- 
fidelity of the Day,’ delivered in 1864 (Idea^ of a 
University*, London, 1875, pp. 381-^04), distinctly 
condemns, in an almost prophetic manner, tlie 
special temper of mind which was to he known half 
a century later by the name of Modernism (S'-f’-)- 

His genius did not find full development s the 
realm of fiction, although his two attempts in this 
rielA—Callista (1856), a tale showing the influence 
of Christianity on the educated world of the first 
Christian centuries, and Loss and Gain (I847)i a 
novel full of interest for its vivid picture of tlie 
Oxford of the Movement — have_ many exquisite 
passages. The greater part of his poetry belongs 
to the early days, and is marked by the austere 
sobriety of The Ohristian Year. W^at was written 
later shows the same progress as is apparent from 
his Anglican to his Roman Catholic sermon^a 
greater intensity and fervour, life and colour. Une 
poem stands out as unique in beauty and force. 
The Dream of Gerontius (1865), _ desenbing m 
dramatic form the death of a Christian and " 
follows it, written at a time when he was often 
meditating upon the expected approach of ms mvn 
death, has a soaring splendour of imagination 
which induces a modem non-Catholic cntic ( w . 
Dawson, Mahers of English Prose, p. -9t>) 
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reckon it ‘ one of the great poems of the world, in 

E irit and substance akin to Goethe's Faust and 
ante’s trilogy, in depth of spiritual insight and 
emotion superior to the former and the equal of 
the latter.’ 

The same writer goes on to call it ‘ the most charaoteristio 
Iruit of Newman’s genius. For by birth and training, by tem- 
perament and life, Newman was essentially a religious genius, 
a prophet to whom doors of vision stood wide where other men 
saw only impenetrable darkness ; yet so sensitively sympathetic, 
that he knew the weight of darkness which crushed others, 
although he never once succumbed to it. And it is by virtne of 
this temperament and genius that he will always be reckoned 
the greatest religious writer whom England has produced— 
perhaps also the greatest since Augustine and Aquinas.' 


Literature. — N ewman’s IToris are published in 30 vols., 
London, 1808-81. The final authoritj’ on his biography is the 
Life by Wilfrid Ward, 2 vols., do. 1912. There is a valuable 
monograph by William Bar^®, do. 1904, and other brief Lives 
by W. Lockhart, do. 1891 ; R. H. Hutton, do. 1891 : Wilfrid 
Meynell, do., n.d. fl8S7]. Inestimable in their wealth of detail 
on the Anglican period are his Letters and Correspondence, ed. 
Anne Mozley, 2 vols., do. 1891 ; see also Contributions chMp to 
the Early History of Cardinal Eewman, by his brother E. W. 
Newman, do. 1891. Other works which may be consulted are 
E. S. Purcell, Life of Cardinal Hanning, 2 vols., do. 1895 ; 
H. P. Liddon, Life of Edward Bouverie Pusey, 4 vols., do. 
1893-97 : T. Mozley, Reminiscences, chiefly of Oriel College 
and the Oxford Movement, 2 vols., do. 1882 ; Letters of the Rev. 
J. B. Mozley, ed. Anno Mozley, do. 1886 ; J. T. Coleridge, 
Memoir of John Eeble, do. 1869 ; Walter Lock, John Eeble, 
do. 1803; R. W. Church, The Oxford Movement, do. 1891, 
Occasional Papers, do. 1897 ; C. Kegan Paul, Biographical 
Sketches, do. 1833; E. A. Abbott, The Anglican Career of 
Cardinal Newman, 2 vols., do. 1892 ; R. H. Hutton, Essays on 
some Modem Guides of English Thought in Matters of Faith, 
do, 1887 ; J. A. Fronde, Short Studies on Great Subjects, iv., 
do. 1883 ; John Morley, Miscellanies, 4th ser., do. 1903 ; Aidan 
Gasquet, Lord Acton and his Circle, do. 1906 ; Percy Fitz- 
gerald, FXfty Years of Catholic Life and Social Progress, 2 vols., 
do. 1901 ; Letters of Archbishop Ullathome, do. 1892 ; W. 
Sanday, England's Debt to Neioman, do. 1892 ; C. Sarolea, 
Cardinal Newman and his Injluenee on Religious Infe and 
Thought, do. 1908; P. Thureau-Dangin, La Renaissance 
cathotigue: Newman et le mouvement d'Oxford, Paris, 1899; 
Henri Brdmond, Neuman: Le Dtvcloppement du dogme 
chritien, Psychologic de la Foi, Essai de biographic psycho- 
logique, 3 vols., do. 1905-00, Eng. tr.. The Mystery of Neuman, 
Ikjndon, 1907 ; W. J. Williams, Neioman, Pascal, Loisy, and 
the Catholic Church, do. 1900 ; L. E. Gates, Three Studies in 
Literature, New York, 1899; W. J. Dawson, Makers of 
English Prose, do. 1906. Joseph Rickaby has published an 
Index to the Works of John Henry Cardinal Newman, London, 
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NEW MOON.— See Calendar. 


NEW TESTAMENT.— See Bible. 


NEW TESTAMENT IN MUHAMMAD- 
ANISM. — See Old and New Testaments in 
Muhammadanism. 


NEW THOUGHT. — New Thought, eometimes 
known as ‘ progressive pliilosophy,’ has been defined 
as ‘the latest product of growing mind’ (C. D. 
Larson, Eternal Progress Magazine, Feh. 1912, 
p. 13), and as ‘ an attitude of mind and not a cult’ 
(W. VV. Atkinson, in the New Thought Magazine). 
Neither definition is complete. 

I. Principles. — Some of the underlying principles 
of New Thought are the following : the existence 
of an omnipresent God — a God immanent in nature ; 
universal life, intelligence, and energy, underlying 
and pervading the universe, finding expression in 
every created entity, colouring the rose, moulding 
the leaf, painting the sunset, clothing the grass 
with beauty, teacliing the bird its song, reaching 
Its culmination in man and revealing to him his 
own individuality and the consciousness of his own 
dmne soul ; the reign of universal law — the law of 
cause and efi’ect ; and that this law is as inexorable 
in the mental and spiritual world ns in the physi- 
cal universe ; that thoughts are forces, and under 
this law every thought Ranted in the subconscious 
is expressed in the life and personality of the indi- 
vidual ; ‘ whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap ’ (Gal C’) ; the identity of the individual 


or human soul with the universal or divine Soul, 
and hence the continuity of the soul after the 
change which we call death ; the brotherhood of 
man as the true foundation of every human rela- 
tionship; that truth is the only foundation for 
religion and for ethical or moral growth ; that 
evolution is God’s method of creation, and that 
man is the result of evolutionary processes. 

2 . Religion or philosophy. — A religion or philo- 
sophy founded on these principles cannot harmon- 
ize with many of the Christian dogmas. New 
Thought excludes such doctrines as the duality of 
man and God, miracles in the accepted sense, the 
vicarious atonement, the forgiveness of sins, and 
priestly mediation. It seeks to interpret the 
world and nature as science has recorded them, 
but also to convey their liner and esoteric mean- 
ings to the human understanding. The funda- 
mental purpose of religion and science is the same 
— ^namely, tne discovery of truth. No conflict ever 
existed between true religion and real science ; the 
only conflict was between contending dogmatists. 
Truth does not produce conflict. 

New Thought holds that mind is the dominant 
power in man, and that his life and personality 
are the sum total of his thoughts. It would em- 
ploy the laws of modern psychology in the mental 
development of man and the creation of proper 
mental states for bodily health, intellectual and 
moral efiiciency. It lays emphasis on the value of 
constructive thinking. Thought is the helmsman 
that every man obeys. Thought determines char- 
acter ; thought is character. The conscious mind 
supplies ideals ; the subconscious brings them into 
expression. Every thought sent forth attracts 
like thoughts, whether good or bad ; this law is os 
certain as the law of gravitation. 

It sees every man as a divine soul, hence it recog- 
nizes limitless possibilities within him. The pur- 
pose of true religion is to call the divine qualities 
of man into expression. It advocates a religion 
for to-day, and recognizes character as the only 
asset that man can carry into another state of 
existence. It sees in God and man the same attri- 
butes; otherwise man could form no comprehen- 
sion of God. ‘ Man is a microcosm of God.’ 
Accepting the fundamental unity of creation, it 
recognizes a kinship between man and every 
created entity, and tliat unity as the only founda- 
tion for the brotherhood of man. "When the con- 
ception of this unity embraces our whole being, 
then and then only are we free. 

Realizing God as omnipresent, indwelling in 
man, it finds no place for intermediaries. If God 
is indwelling in man, there is no occasion for a 
vicarious atonement to restore His lost relationship. 
Man’s only separation was in thought, only an 
illusion of theology, an invention of the Church to 
make a place for intermediaries. Man having his 
origin in the lowest forms of animal life, his course 
has been steadily upward, until he now stands at 
the summit of creation, capable of abstract thought, 
conscious of his own divine qualities. His only fall 
was upward. 

‘If the sole Divinity of Jesus is denied, the 
Divinity of all men is affirmed ’ (S. D. Kirkham, 
Ministry of Beauty). While the Christian religion 
would bring God down to man. New Thought 
would lift man up to God, i.e. to the consciousness 
of his own divinity. 

As the Christian creeds — Roman Catholic, Greek 
Catholic, and all the Protestant branches— rest on 
the allegory of Eden related in Genesis, they must 
either stand or fall by the construction which their 
theology has placed thereon. It is inconceivable 
that God would condemn the race for one act of 
their common ancestor, when that act was a step 
upward in the evolutio» of 'man — an effort to rise 
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above the animal and become man. According to 
Gn 3°, the serpent said to Ere : ‘ God doth know 
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good 
and evil.’ Was it "wrong for man to become wise ? 
According to theology, God put a ban on know- 
ledge and Avisdom, and manifested intense jealousy 
over man becoming like Himself. To-day we 
would not seriously regard a religion that did not 
urge man to become like God. 

Adam and Eve ate and they became -wise ; they 
knew good and evil. Was there a penalty ? Yes ; 
every progressive step has its penalty. Adam and 
Eve as animals were happy only as the animal is 
happy. They had only physical desires ; no worries 
fretted their lives ; they could not sin ; they were 
strangers to remorse. As man and woman, know- 
ing good and evil, they could sin ; they could feel 
the sting of remorse, and must thereafter pay the 
penalties of sin. 

New Thought is not a system of thought, for, 
when thought is moulded into a system, it ceases 
to grow, and is not therefore new. The term can 
be employed only to convey the idea of growing 
thought. Man applies thought to the truths that 
enter into his consciousness, he gains new and 
enlarged conceptions, his mind expands, and his 
resultant thought is new. Every religion or philo- 
sophy is the product of human thought. When 
mind develops and expands, religions and philo- 
sophies must likewise expand. Unless a religion 
or philosophy is based on universal principles, 
when mind expands beyond its circle, it must fall. 
When so based, mind cannot pass its boundaries, 
however far it mOT soar, for thought cannot tran- 
scend infinity. Bfere is the test between temporal 
and enduring religions. Until the world worships 
a universal God, we can never have a universal 
religion j we can never have a universal religion so 
long as we worship a distant God. Until we have 
a universal religion, we can never have universal 
peace or the brotherhood of man. 

The greatest gift from God to man is a gro"wing 
mind. Were our ideas fixed and changeless, life 
would become intolerable. It is the new concep- 
tion that thrills the soul and broadens the under- 
standing. In the search for truth each discovery 
becomes a cause, a starting-point for the discovery 
of more truth. The discovery of every law of 
nature is a forerunner of a more universal law. 
Each step towards the infinite reveals new light. 
Our last thought may be our best, but not our 
ultimate, thought. 

Science in its broadest aspect is a search for the 
knowledge of God. Because its fundamental idea 
is a search for truth success has rewarded its 
efforts. To gain higher conceptions of the basic 
laws of the universe is the real work of man. As 
man grows into a closer intimacy with nature, he 
enters a richer field of experience, he gains a wider 
spiritual vision, he realizes his oneness with uni- 
versal life. New Thought means spiritual and 
mental growth, constant and eternal progress. 
Recognizing divine qualities in man, it sets no 
bounds to the soul’s progress. 

New Thought does not teach the moral depra'vity 
of man. Sucli thoughts demoralize and weaken 
the individual. What we sow in the subconscious 
is reproduced in the life expression and personality. 
Modern psychology is believed to be rapidly 
undermining many theological fallacies. Miracles 
in the accepted sense New Thought does not con- 
ceive as possible in a universe of law. Tlie only 
miracles are phenomena not understood, but never- 
theless the result of law. It applies the pragmatic 
test to every religion and philosophy. Are you 
true ? What do yon give to man to carry to his 
daily tasks? , 


New Thought is not favourably impressed with 
the idea of a special revelation through a book or 
certain favoured individuals. Men of this a^e, 
becoming more and more intellectual and &- 
criminating, will not accept a revealed religion 
from a book whose authorship and date of produc- 
tion are unknown, according to the voice of modem 
scholarship, God never spiute to man, but through 
man, for man is a part of God. Through man He 
finds expression as He does in the rose and bird, 
only in the rose and bird He manifests in lower 
octaves. The essence of the soul, as of the uni- 
verse, is unity. The book of Nature is always an 
open volume, and from its pages we may read 
God’s thoughts and secrets. He whose ear is 
attuned to Nature constantly hears her divine and 
peaceful melodies. The rocks and trees and running 
brooks teach profounder lessons than -were ever 
read in books or taught by man to man. In the 
book of Nature we catch glimpses of eternal 
beauty, harmony, infinite power, universal order, 
abiding and constant love. 

New Thought is a progressive idealism, viewing 
the visible universe as the expression of cosmic 
mind and all created entitiesas the result of divine 
ideals. The starting-point of all things is in 
thought-images ; mind expresses itself in rnatter. 
Absolute idealism or Christian Science denies the 
existence of matter, holding that nothing exists 
but the ideal. Here is the line of divergence 
between the two philosophies. The idealism of 
New Thought is progressive, because all healthful 
ideals change as man gains new visions of the 
truth. 

New Thought proclaims a robust individualism. 
The individual is the unit from -which all greatness 
springs. Man is great only as he is individualistic, 
only as he follows his own path. The individual 
ranks above all institutions. All masters of 
thought have taught this truth. Human tlmnght 
created every institution, and no institution is 
greater than its creator. J esus spoke to individuals 
and not to institutions ; neither did He found an 


institution. 

New Thought recognizes no authority save tne 
voice of the soul speaking to each individnal. 
Every soul can interpret aright the oracles of 
truth. The assumption of authority, it is held, marks 
the decline of religion and stifles every spiritual 
impulse. When man has found the light vuthin, 
be consults no authority how he shall ivomhip wu- 
As the adherents of New Thought conceive of Uou 
as omnipresent and hence indwelling in man, their 
idea of prayer differs from that of those who hold 
the duanstic conception. The dualist prays ^ an 
absentee God, the others to the God within, irue 
prayer is not debasing the soul in the prMence o 
diidnity ; it is lifting the soul up ; it is bnnging 
the conscious mind into touch with the univwsa 
mind ; it is lifting the soul into an atmospne e 
where one feels the glow, the beauty, and Ifrmpny 
of the divine presence, and the play of vibratio 
from the source of eternal truth. , 

New Thought presents two ideas as supremely 
fundamental and important in man’s dev'elopmen . 
(1) that he is a divine soul, and hence has '"■iWim 
himself unlimited potentialities, slumbenng p® ^ 
baps and waiting to be called into expre=sio , 
and (2) that he is under the dominion of 
law— the law of cause and . effect ; that he 
punished by every wrong and rewarded by ei cr> 
virtue. UntU we gi'asp the true sigmfitance oi 
these truths, Ave shall never find a true . . 

the path way of spiritual progress. This philosop 
conceives of evil as only a misdirected ■ . , 

Forces are good ; onlj' as they are ug(i 

they produce harm. Evil has been un^ly i 
ind good unreasonably minimized. The Chu 
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created an imaginary Satan, and at the same time 
emphasized man’s weakness and inability to resist 
him. True teaching exalts the good and replaces 
negative with constructive thoughts. To teach 
man to come into the conscious realization of the 
divinity within, the unity of God and man, so that 
out of the sublimity of his own soul he can say 
with the Gentle Seer of Galilee, ‘ The Father and I 
are One,’ is the supreme voice and meaning of 
New Thought. 

Litep.atcbe. — A. L. Allen, The Message of New ThoitgM, 
London, 1914 ; J. Allen, The Path to Prosperity, New York, 
1907, The Way of Peace, Ao.ViVi •, E. H. Aaierson, Psychical 
Development and Philosophy of the New Thought-, Toledo, O., 
1901 ; W. W. Atkinson, Law of the New Thought, Chicago, 
1902 ; R. W. Emerson, Essay on Nature, Boston, 1851 ; J. 
Fair, The New Life, 4 vols., Philadelphia, 190S; E. W. 
Hopkins, The Science of New Thought, Bristol, Conn., 1904; 
S, £). Kirkham, The Ministry of Beauty, New York, 1907 ; B. 
MacLelland, Prosperity through Thought Force, Holyoke, 
Mass., 1907 ; C. B. Patterson, Dominion and Power, New 
York, 1901 ; T. T. Troward, Edinburgh Lectures <m Mental 
Science, do. 1910 ; J. W. Vi7inkley, First Lessons in the New 
Thought, Boston, 1904; H. A. Youtz, art. 'New Thought,' In 
Schaff-Herzog. ABEL LEIGHTON ALLEN. 

NEW YEAR.— See Festivals and Fasts. 

NEW ZEALAND. — See Australasia, Poly- 
nesia. 

NICARAGUANS.— See Central America, 
Mexicans. 

NICOBARS. — I. The country and the people. 
— The Nicobars are a group of nineteen islands in 
the Bay of Bengal, twmve of which are inhabited, 
at the southern extremity of the Ion" string of 
islands, stretching between Burma and Sumatra, 
usually called the Andamans and Nicobars (see 
Andamans). The name implies ‘ the land of the 
naked,’ by which the islands have been knoivn to 
travel and commerce for many centuries, as they 
lie in the direct sea route from west to east. The 
people are not, however, really naked, though they 
wear very little clothing owing to the heat of the 
climate. 

The Nicobarese are not diidsible into tribes, and 
what differences are observable among the inhabi- 
tants of the several islands may be safely referred 
to habitat and tbe physical difficulties of com- 
munication between the islands. 

By language, physique, and tradition they belong, no'doubt, 
to the general Indo-Chinese race ot the Farthest East, and came 
into their present home long ago from the south-east comer ot 
Asia. Throughout the ages, from the days of the geographer 
Ptolemy onwards, they have been known for the same character- 
istics — want of clothing in the men, short petticoate for the 
women, possession of coco-nuts, betel, and ambergris, manufac- 
tures in cane and bamboo, eagerness to trade for iron with 
passing vessels, communication with strangers by canoes, isola- 
tion from the world except for passing ships— that is, as having 
the same civilization and the same habits as distinguish them 
at the present day. In this view a study of them is of great 
ethnological value, as, owing to their consistent isolation from 
the earliest times, it must be to their habits that we should look 
for an explanation of those of the great general group of man- 
kind to which they belong. The same observation la true of 
their speech, which clearly belongs to that group of tongues 
now represented by the ilon language of Pegu ana Annara and 
the Khmer language of Cambodia among civilized peoples and 
by the dialects of a number of uncivilized tribes in the Malay 
Peninsula and Indo-China. Tlie isolation of tbe speakers of the 
Nicobarese dialects, and the small admixture of foreign tongues 
to be found in them, render them a probably tnie basis for the 
philology of the Indo-Chinese family of languages. 

The Nicobarese are not savages, and apparently 
have not been so at any time in the long period 
during wliich they have been reported on by Indian, 
Greek, Arab, and Chinese traders. They are a 
fine, strong race with idle Iiabits, as they live in 
what is to them a land of plenty witli a hot ener- 
vating climate. Their great standby is tbe coco- 
nut, which supplies food and drink and many other 
wants botli of themselves and of their domestic 
animals, and, by means of trade and barter, every 


foreign luxury that they desire, includi^ rice, 
cotton _ clothing, and metal ornaments. Though 
they will not cultivate rice because they can import 
it, they are capable fruit gardeners. They are 
well housed, and their villages are carefully arranged 
and often kept extraordinarily clean. They can 
manufacture, jn wood, iron, cane, and pottery, 
most of the articles which they require for domestic 
use, importing the rest, and they are good canoe- 
builders. They have a definite system of trade, 
both internal and external, though they do not 
use money, but employ coco-nuts as their cniTency, 
in the use of which they have created for themselves 
a ready and quick-witted method of valuation. 
Everything is estimated in pairs of coco-nuts, even 
foreign money, and, with the aid of an ingenious 
and intelligent system of reckoning by scores, they 
can count and tally accurately up to very large 
numbers. They reckon time by the moon (lunar 
months) and by the monsoon or half-yearly season, 
never by the year, with considerable accuracy by 
means of intercalary nights and rough calendars 
notched on wood. The distances between the 
islands have made them study the stars and winds 
to a limited extent, and turned them into experts 
in the feeling of direction, and, as among other 
Far Eastern peoples, the points of the compass are 
thoroughly understood and constantly in mind. 
They are natural linguists, and pick up readily, in 
‘pigeon’ fashion, any tongue that they come across 
in business or trade. In this way they got on 
formerly in Portuguese, Danish, German, and 
English, and in early times in Malay and Chinese. 
Nowadays English, Burmese, Hindustani, and 
some Tamil are their chief foreign acquirements. 
Their own language, though univritten, is a re- 
markable produot of the human mind. It is a 
highly developed analytical language with a strong 
resemblance in grammatical structure to English. 
It bears every sign of a very long continuous 
growth both of syntax and of etymology, and is 
clearly the outcome of a strong intelligence con- 
stantly applied in its development. The last ob- 
servation sums up the mental powers of the Nico- 
harese. Though arrested as to development in the 
stage of half-civilization, they are up to that point 
a clearly intelligent people. 

Taken as a whole, the Nicobarese, though for a 
long time they were callous wreckers and pirates 
and then very cruel, and though they show great 
want of feeling in their ‘devil murders’ — a form 
of public execution of undesirables — are a quiet, 
good-natured, inoflensive people, honest, truthful, 
friendly, helpful, polite, extremely hospitable to- 
wards each other, and not quarrelsome. By in- 
clination they are friendly and hospitable towards 
and not dangerous to foreigners, though in places 
suspicious of them, and then surly. They are 
kindly to children, the aged, and those in trouble, 
even when foreigners, respectful and kindly to 
women, the wife being a help, not a slave, and 
deferential towards elders. They are conservative 
and bound down by custom in all things, though 
capable of change of habits on occasion. 

Tlje Nicobarese are given to drink from home- 
made coco-nut toddy and any foreign liquor that 
they can get. Their great pastime is feasting, not 
only on every ‘religious’ pretext that presents 
itself, but also by way of family conviviality. 
Tliey are musical, and sing clearly and weU in 
unison. The social emotions are highly developed, 
and domestic trouble will on occasion lead to suicide. 
Tlie family system is patriarchal, and what govern- 
ment exists is extremely democratic in character. 
They are kept perjietually poor by the custom of 
destroying all per.sonally acquired property at death 
and dividing equally all real property among sons, 
daughters getting a share on marriage. Girls are 
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free to marry whom they wish, subject to such 
pressure as the possession of means on the part of 
suitors naturally produces. 

2. Religion. — (a) Historical aspect. — It will be 
observed that the study of the religion of such a 
people as this, small though their numbers may be 
— only some 6500 — ^is something more than merely 
interesting, as it may lead to an explanation of 
much that is to be found in the customs and 
ideas of their congeners on the neighbouring con- 
tinent, and of the more numerous and civilized 
islanders of the Malay Archipelago, who have long 
been subjected to a close contact 'with the outer 
world. 

Especially 'will the study he found informing, because, unlike 
the case of the Andamans, there is as long a history of European 
occupation, chiefly by missionaries, as exists of any other 
land In the Eastern seas. In the 16th cent, came the Portu- 
guese. French Jesuits were there in the 17th and early 18th 
centuries. In the latter half of the 18th cent. Protestant Danes 
from Xranquebar tried their influence on the people by means 
of a Moravian (Herrnhuter) mission, which lasted after a 
fashion till 1834. Then French Jesuits succeeded again, only 
to disappear in 1846. These missionary efforts were accom- 
panied by attempts, all more or less feeble, to colonize the 
Islands by Frenchmen, Danes, and Austrians, until the advent 
of English power in the islands for political reasons in 1869. 
The climate is a fatal one for Europeans, and every one of the 
pre-British efforts, missionary or political, failed miserably. 
Indeed, the long story of the European attempts to colonize 
and evangelize such a land as the Nieobars is a record of the 
extreme of useless suffering that merely well-intentioned en- 
thusiasm and heroism can inflict if they be not combined with 
practical knowledge and a proper equipment. Beyond leaving 
behind it a valuable and continuous series of records of aU 
kinds about the country and the people, a lew religious terms 
of F.uropean origin, such as paler for sorcerer, and JOeos (also 
iJeos)for God, already degraded, as Deuse, into a plainly anthro- 
pomorphic chief of the spirits to be feared, a few personal 
names of Christian origin, and a folk-tale here and there satur- 
ated with European ideas, all the missionary effort of 300 years 
has had no effect whatever on the religion of this old and most 
conservative people. One of the most noteworthy facts about 
them is that, in spite of evendhing, their religion has remained 
the same throughout the ages. 

(6) Animistic form. — ^The indigenovis religion of 
this serai-oivilized people is an undisguised animism, 
and all their very frequent and elaborate cere- 
monies and festivals are aimed at exorcizing and 
scaring spirits — 'devils,’ as they have learned to 
call them from the missionaries, the term ‘ devil ’ 
being often quaintly transferred from the spirit 
itself to the spirit-scarer. Fear of spirits and 
ghosts (iwi) is the guide to all ceremonies, and the 
life of the people is very largely taken up with 
spirit-scaring and spirit-controlling ceremonies and 
feasts of all kinds. They are usually held at 
night, and, whether directly religious or merely 
convivial, seem all to have an origin in the over- 
mastering fear of spirits that possesses the Nico- 
barese. It has so far proved ineradicable, and all 
the Christian missionarj' effort so long applied has 
had no appreciable effect on it. The one outcome 
of the religion of political import is the ceremonial I 
murder of one of themselves for grave offences j 
against the community — e.p., for murder, habitual 
theft, or public annoyance. Such an offender is 
regarded as ‘possessed,’ and is by a sort of lynch 
law formally put to death -with great cruelty. 
This, the ‘de'vil murder’ of the Nicobars, is now 
being gradually put dowm. 

Witches and, of course, witch-finders abound. 
It follows that the mind of the Nicoharese is 
largely occupied •with superstitions, which extend 
to the ancestors, the sun, and the moon. The 
funeral ceremonies show that human shadows are 
the visible signs of the spirits of the living, and on 
Car Nicobar there is a special ceremony for ‘feed- 
ing shadows.’ Every one’s fortune and sickness are 
spirit-caused or -witxih-caused, and the remedy in 
every case is special exorcism by means of the 
meniuana (shaman, or doctor-priest), or by general 
exorcism performed privately. Of the latter class 
of remedy is a libation poured out always before 


drinking and at spirit-feasts. Lucky and unlucky 
actions and conditions abound, of which a quaint 
instance may be quoted ; it is lucky to get a pre<r. 
nant woman and her husband to plant seed in's 
garden. Uneven numbers are unlucky, and no 
others are allowed at funerals. 

3 ._ Religious influence.— (a) On art.— The super- 
stitions and animistic beliefs of the Nicoharese 
explain a good many articles to be seen promi- 
nently in their houses and -villages. Such are 
the henta, which consist of paintings, sketches 
punctured on areca-nut spathe screens, or carvings 
on boards. They represent all sorts of objects, 
such as huts, trees. Birds, domestic animals, men 
and women, ships and canoes, crocodiles and fish, 
including the merman and mermaid, sun, moon, 
and so on. Deuse, i.e. God, in the degraded form 
of a chief of the spirits, is frequently represented 
in some of the islands as a man in quaint European 
garb, ■nutli a wine-glass in his hand, surrounded by 
various weapons, implements, or articles in daily 
use, including a mat, a table, chairs, decanters, 
watch, telescope, and boatswain’s whistle. All 
this shows that the people regard him as a Euro- 
pean spirit embodied in a ship’s captain, the most 
powerful human being of their acquaintance. 
The_ object of the henta is to gratify the good 
spirits (iwi-kd) and frighten away the bad spirits 
(‘devils,’ iwi-pot). 

A development of thelienfa is the Fareau, the most prominent 
object in many Ji'icobarese houses. This is a human figure in a 
threatening attitude, often of life size and armed with a 
spear, which is made in times of sickness under the orders ol a 
meniuana, with the object of discovering or frightening away 
the bad spirits that have caused the sickness. If the ^tient 
recovers, the image is regarded with favour, and retained 
for future services : if he dies, it is thrown into the Jungle. 
Other common cartings are a ladder (halak) for the use of the 
menluana’s spirit, to climb up and discover wbethertbespiritoi 
sickness is in the air, and a canoe or ship to enable his spirit to 
search for the evil one among neighbouring villages or islands. 
Similarly fish, birds, animals, sometimes with human faces, are 
carved in order to invoke the assistance and good will of their 
spirits in helping the meniuana to discover the whereabouts 
of offending spirits, and so to alarm them that they will not 
repeat their n’sits. 

{b) On festivals. — The spirit-feast is a family 
(including the friends) general exorcism with the 
aid of the meniuana, rubbed over with oil, his face 
painted red, and worked up to an ecstasy by drink 
and his mysteries. His business is to catch the 
ixoi, or spint of harm, after a struggle, and put it 
into a small decorated model of a boat,_ •u’hich is 
towed far out to sea. In cases where spirits have 
caused sickness, or where they might damage s 
new hut, they are caught and put out to sea in 
special cages placed on special rafts. This appar- 
ently harmless ceremony leads, ho'wever, to the 
most serious, and in some cases comic, quarrels or 
the people. Should the raft land at a coast ■village, 
the spirit of evil is transferred thereto, and at once 
a sudden attack is organized on the offending and 
unsuspecting village that has let it loose. This 
attack is ceremonial in its nature, though severe, 
and must he conducted with special quarter-staves 
until some heads and limbs are broken, vyhen Mth 
sides fraternize and wind np with a joint jollifi- 
cation. _ . t u 

(c) On customs. — In fact, the main-spring of an 
the religious ceremonies of the Nicoharese is the 
controlling or scaring of spirits. They pass their 
lives in dread of the spirits, chiefly of the dead, 
and the effort to overcome them is seen 
clearly in the various ceremonies connected untn 
death. The customs in the northern and southern 
islands are distinct, but everywhere extravagant 
grief is displayed at all deaths for fear of angering 
the ghosts. Everyivhere funeral ceremonies are 
prolonged and elaborate, but all are for the one end 
of rendering the ghosts harmle.=s, and preven^ng 
them from leaving the grave. In the south alter 
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some time the laneatla feast is held, when the 
skeleton is exhumed, thoroughly cleaned, and 
re-interred. In the north this feast is represented 
hy the ceremony of disinterment of all the recently 
dead at the same time, and the disposal of their 
hones in a communal ossuary. Both these cere- 
monies have the object of making the ghosts 
harmless — in the one case by depriving the bodies 
of all their flesh, and in the other by mixing them 
all up together. As with the primitive Andama- 
nese, it is the recently dead who can do most harm 
to the living. For the disposal of the bodies of 
highly revered personages there are special cere- 
monies everywhere. This is interesting as a dis- 
tinctly Indo-Chinese custom. 

{d) Tabu . — Connected with the death ceremonies 
especially there is a wide custom of tabu, which 
may be light or serious in its consequences, as it 
is a sort of privately imposed self-denying ordi- 
nance as to what shall be tabued from use in the 
way of food or drink. In the case of those entitled 
saoMua (‘dainty,’ ‘fastidious’) it amounts to an 
embryonic asceticism. There is, of course, a great 
deal of pretence about observing self-imposed but 
highly- inconvenient funeral tabus, and many 
amusing stories are told of the ways and means 
adopted of avoiding them. Once the idea was 
started, however, tabu has been extended in all 
directions, until it has affected the form of huts in 
villages, and confined certain industries to locali- 
ties, such as the making of pottery to Chowra 
Island, shell-lime to certain other islands, and fish 
traps to Nancowry Harbour in the rainy season. 
It lias greatly affected the nomenclature of the 
people, as the names of the dead may not he used 
again by relatives and friends for a whole genera- 
tion, and, since personal names are always words 
in common use in the language, these words are | 
also avoided — so much so, indeed, as to affect the 
dialects of villages from time to time. 

(c) Priests ana novices . — The menluana is a sha- 
man or doctor-priest of the sort that is common to 
many half-civilized peoples, but there is an interest- 
ing variety of him at Car Nicobar in the mafai, or 
novice, the name actually meaning one undergoing 
sacerdotal instruction. Any one who feels himself 
inspired ■ may become a mafai, but he does not 
necessarily pass on to the stage of menluana. 
The ordinary cause of becoming a mafai is recovery 
from severe illness, and the life is that of comfort- 
able, well-fed idleness — a condition which has 
caused imposture in some oases. The use of the 
mafai to the public is to cure the sick by touch. 
It need hardly be said that in the circumstances 
the medicine of the Nicobarese is almost wholly 
exorcism and belongs to the domain of supersti- 
tion. The Nicobarese ‘ doctor ’ cures by a spiritual 
fight with the spirit which has possessed the sick 
man, and includes conjuring tricks in his practice, 
in order to press damaging articles, like pigs’ teeth, 
stones, etc., out of the patient’s body. There is no 
idea of surgery. 

4 . Folk-tales.— Tales of origin— in this case 
from a man and a dog — and the like, told in a 
jerky, disjointed fashion, the Nicobarese share 
with many parts of the civilized and semi-civilized 
world. Chowra Island is their holy land, the 
cradle of the race where the men are all wizards — 
a belief that the inhabitants thereof have turned 
to good account for keeping the control of the 
internal trade chiefly in their own hands. But one 
must be careful ■with Nicobarese folk-tales, as the 
people have proved themselves to be receptive of 
foreign stories and to be fond of repeating them in 
a purely native dress (see Cerisiis of India, 1901, 
iii.. Report, * The Andaman and Nicobar Islands,’ 
p. 230). ' Hence the presence in some of their tales 
of creatures which are not indigenous in the 


islands, and hence also the practically certain 
missionary origin of the tale of the Creation pre- 
valent in Great Nicobar, in which Deuse (God) 
appears with Eve and her birth, the forbidden 
fruit, and the temptation. 

LiTERATnns.— This is largely mixed up ivith' that of the 
Andamans (see Andamans), but the following works may be 
separately consulted with profit, especially as many of them 
contain valuable bibliographical notices in several languages: 
R. C. Temple, Census of India, 1901, ill., ‘The Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands,’ Calcutta, 1003, IGl xix. 69 fl., republished, 
1009, in Provincial Series, ‘Andaman and Nicobar Islands,' 
Gazetteer, 190S, ‘ Andaman and Nicobar Islands ' ; Selections 
from the Records of the Government of India, no. Ixxvii. Calcutta, 
1870 (valuable bibliography) : F. A. de Roepstorff, Vocahulary 
of the Dialects spoken in the Nicobar and Andaman Islands, do. 
1875 (references French, Danish, German), Diet, of the Nancovzrp 
Dialect, do. 1884 (references to Danish works). 

All the above are Government of India publications. See 
also W. Dampier, New Voyage round the World, London, 
1007 ; E. Renaudot, Ancient Accounts of India and China by 
two Mohammedan Travellers, Mo. 1733; Lettres Rdifiantes, xi., 
Toulouse, 1810 : F. Maurer, Die Nikobaren, Berlin, 1887 (valu- 
able bibliography, English, Danish, German, from 1799 to 1863) ; 
E. H. Man, Nieobar Foe., London, 1888, Diet, of the Central 
Nicobarese Language, do. 1889. 

There are also references in H. Yule, The Dock of Marco 
Polo, London, 1871, and in 1-Tsing, Travels, ed. E. Cbavannes, 
Paris, 1694, and J. Takakusu, Oxford, 1898. Articles will be 
found in i/iJAJ, those by E. H. Man being very valuable ; in 
Asiatic Researches, by N. Fontana, iii. [1802), G. Hamilton, 

ii. (1801); in JASS, 1870, by de Roepstorff; in lA, many by 

E. H. Man and R. C. Temple; in Joum. Ind. Arehipelago, 
byChopard, iii. (1844); in Joum Philol. S., by A. J. Ellis, 
1882; in JRAS, Straits Branch, by C. O. Blagden. There 
is a valuable article by W. Svoboda, in AE v. [1893] 188 H., 
‘ Bewohner des Nikobaren-Archipels,’ with coloured plates and a 
good Continental bibliography. R. C. TEMPLE. 

NICOLAITANS. — This is the name given to 
a sect mentioned in Scripture only in Rev 2®- ; 

but the Jezebel of Thyatira was probably a woman 
of influence within the party, and the paragraph 

218- 29 throws light upon their tenets and practices. 
Outside of Scripture are several allusions, lacking 
in definiteness and leaving many questions un- 
answered. IreniBus (adv. Hccr. i. 26) reproduces 
the description of the Apocalypse, and seems to 
have had no other source of information, but in 

iii. 11 he adds that the Nicolaitans anticipated 
Cerinthus and were therefore to be classed as a 
‘vulsio (duda-Traafia) ejus quae falso cognominatur 
scientia.’ Clement of Alexandria {Strom, ii. 20, 
iii. 4) refers to the sect as immoral, and quotes a 
tradition ns to its origin, which is adopted by 
Eusebius {HE iii. 29) without any suggestion of 
the existence of other accounts. TertulTian {adv. 
Marc. i. 29) makes similar charges of self-indulg- 
ence and lustfulness ; but his language elsewhere 
{de PrcEsc. Hmr. 33) suggests that the Nicolaitans 
had ceased to exist as a separate sect, while the 
name served as a convenient description of the 
morals of some of the Gnostics (cf. ‘ sunt et nunc 
alii Nicolaitne ; Caiana haeresis dicitur’). Such 
other early evidence as is extant is obviously, or 
even conmssedlv, based upon what has already 
been cited ; ana the most likely explanation is 
the existence of two entirely independent sects or 
{^oups — the Nicolaitans of the Apocalypse, strugg- 
ling unsuccessfully for a hold in the important 
centre of Ephesus (Rev 2®), but flourishing in the 
comparative 'security of Pergamum, the ancient 
official capital of the province, and Thyatira (Rev 

219- SOT-), and a later libertine Gnostic sect, which 
- at the beginning of the 3rd cent, either justified 

some of its practices by an appeal to the teaching 
ascribed to Nicolaus or because of those practices 
attracted the condemnation associated with his 
name. 

I. Origin of the name. — There are several 
theories as to the origin of the title, but not one of 
them is free from difficulty. 

(1) The easiest and earliest derives the name from that 0 ! the 
deacon ' Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch ' (Ao 65), about whom 
nothing is certainly known, the numerous legends having arisen 
In the endeavour to explain his assumed reiation to the sect. 
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Clement of Alexandria {Strom, ill. it,) preserves a story to the 
effect that the deacon was reproved by the apostles for the 
Jealousy with which he watched over his beautiful wife, 
whereupon he o0ered to give her over (eireVptitfv) to any one 
of them who wished to marry her, and himself lived ofterwords 
blamelessly. The deacon is further Quoted as using the phrase 
Seiv itapaxp^oBai rp aapxi, and the amoiguity of mpaxpiioBai was 
the cause of misunderstanding. Nicolas used the word in the 
sense of despising or ill-using (Herod, i. 108, viii. 20, though 
with a different construction ; cf. Just. Apol, I, 49) ; but the 
sense of misusing by indulgence (Arist. ap, Plut ii. B27 A ; Philo, 

ii. 61) was assumed by an Antinomian party in the Church, who 
proceeded to claim the deacon’s sanction and to shelter them- 
selves under his name. Epiphanius (ndc. Hcer. i. 25) gives the 
story another turn, and represents Nicolas as separating from 
his wife in obedience to the counsels of perfection, but after- 
wards as breaking down his purpose and returning to her 
agmn. This conduct he is implied to have justified by easy 
principles, and thus he ‘occasioned the foundation of the sect 
of the Nicolaitans.’ But not only is Epiphanius a rather late 
witness ; his account is discredited by his evident disposition to 
disparage marriage. He reads the sentiments of his own day 
into the practice of a much earlier age. On the whole, what- 
ever testimony there is is distinctly in favour of the deacon. 
Eusebius and Hippolytus are not independent, and h.ave no 
original information on the subject, and Theodoret (Hter. Fab, 

iii. 1) professedly follows Clement, who defends Nicolas from 
the charges to which his assumed followers were open, thereby 
discrediting his own theorj' of the origin of their name, "rwiee 
In the ‘long ’ recension of the Ignatian Epistles the Nicolaitan 
is qualified as tpevlawpos (.Troll, 11, and Philad, 6), and the 
term may have been borrowed from Apost, Const, ri, 8. Thus 
in all probability the assumed connexion of the sect with the 
deacon is but another instance of the tendency to fasten upon 
an ‘ apostolic man ’ as the originator of every early movement 
and even as the founder of any important heresy; but, whilst 
that tendency may throw some light upon the views put forth 
by Clement and Epiphanius, it does not explain the occurrence 
of the word in the Apocalj-pse. 

(2) Even less can be said m support of the theory that Nicolas 
is a translation or transliteration of Balaam. It is true that 
the Apocalj-pse is allegorical ; but the appetite of its author for 
83 mboI was not without limit, and he is not likely to have tried 
to bewilder his readers with a hopeless puzzle in etymology. 
The name of Balaam was already current as tjmical of certam 
false views and immoral pracUces (2 P 21t, Jude Pirge Abdth, 
V. 28 f.); and in Eev 2i«- a comparison is instituted between 
the effects of his teaching and that of the Nicolaitans, but there 
is no suggestion that the two words ore themselves identical in 
meaning. Every attempt to show that NtaoXacs is a real 
equivalent to Djipji has failed, and the phrasing of the verses 
does not warrant the supposition that etjunological identity 
was Imagined. 

(3) Another Nicolas than the deacon must in consequence be 
sought as the founder of the immoral party at Pergamum. 
The name was not uncommon, and exact identification is not 
at present possible. According to pseudo-Dorotheus, there 
was a Nicolas, bishop of Samaria, who fell into heresy and evil 
ways under the influence of Simon Magus, and he may have 
given his name to the sect ; but pseudo-Dorotheus is not only a 
late wtness, but for other reasons somewhat untrustworthy. 
The same may be said of pseudo- Abdias, who in his Acta Apost. 
Apoc. introduces us to another Nicolas, who is alleged to have 
been converted in his old age, after a life of indulgence, through 
the persuasion of the apostle Andrew. Had this man professed 
Ohristianity before his conversion, the circumstances would 
have been in fair agreement vrith the conditions as set forth in 
the ApocaljTJse. The rise of a noxious party in a district within 
reach of the scene of the traditionary labours of Andrew would 
be explained, together with the speedy disappearance of that 
party as a separate Antinomian sect. But in the absence of 
better or conflrmator}' evidence all that can be said with confi- 
dence is that this Nicolas is the sort of man required, and that 
to him or to a namesake of similar character may be ascribed 
the mischief wrought in the northern and neighbouring cities 
of Pergamum and Thyatira, and suppressed with difflculty but 
with success in the church of Ephesus. 

2 , Tenets and practices. — Concerning the beliefs 
and usages of these original Nicolaitans there is 
no other direct evidence than is contained in the 
letters to Pergamum and Thyatira. That resolves 
itself practically into two statements, as to the 
meaning of which the context is more significant 
than are parallel phrases in difierent conne.xions. 

(1) The one is the e.xplicit comparison with the 
teaching of Balaam (Eev 2’"-) in the two particulars 
of sanctioning and even recommending fornication 
and compromise with idolatry, ndth a view ‘to 
cast a stumbling-block before the children of Israel,’ 
to frustrate their right endeavours, and by guile 
to bring about their fall. Certain means, in them- 
selves bad, were deliberately selected for the ac- 
complishment.of an inhuman and entirely immoral 
purpose. The specific references are to such verses 
os Nu 25’- ^ ; and, though the story of Balaam, 


as we now have it, has been compiled from several 
sources, and extracts from JE and from P are 
woven into it "without complete success in unifying 
the tradition, the writer of the Apocalypse would 
not be perplexed by any such complications, and 
liis thought is sufficiently clear. Balaam, a recog- 
nized prophet or soothsayer, a man not without 
some knoivledge of and reverence for Jaiiweh, 
counsels Balak to seduce Israel from its allegiance 
to Jahiveh, and thereby from the enjoyment of 
His protection, by alluring the people into the 
immoralities associated with the Moabitic or Hid- 
ianitish nature-worship. Similarly the Nicolaitans 
must he considered as loosely connected with 
Christian organizations of their day, and as seeking 
to undermine the godliness of the peojile by beguil- 
ing them into complicity -ndth idolatry and into a 

E ractical disregard of the sinfulness of sins of the 
esh. Self-deceived like Balaam, they glossed 
over ob"vious ivickedness and so dressed it up ns to 
make it pass off more easily with their consciences 
(cf. J. Butler, Wor/cs, ed. W. E. Gladstone, 
Oxford, 1896, ii,. Sermons, p. 131, § 12) ; and hence 
the allusion involves the charge of a deliberate 
attempt to impose upon themselves and others in 
moral matters that "were confessedly of the first 
importance. That such was their leading charac- 
teristic appears also from the changed imagery of 
the message to the neighbouring church. 

(2) Thesecondstatementis implied in this message 
to Thyatira, where it is evident that the difficulty 
was the same, though the OT parallel was found 
in the case of Jezebel (Rev 2=®, 1 K 21“), possibly 
because some female in the church had joined the 
movement and become the head and front of the 
offence. The enl that was violently opposed at 
Ephesus (Rev 2®) "was tolerated witn inadeijuato 
opposition at Pergamum (2’‘*'), but at Thyatira does 
not seem even to have been interfered with (2”). 
The district was and continued to be notorious for 
its prophetesses. Oriental and Montanist ; and it is 
easy to imagine that some Christian woman of 
influence became aflected by the spirit of the place, 
claimed for herself the gift of prophecy, and pro- 
ceeded to use it in the promulgation of views 
elsewhere known as Nicolaitan. The new future 
in the description of those views is the clnim to 
superior knowledge, a natural adjunct to the faith 
of a party led by a professed prophetess — a claim 
to know 'the deep things of Satan ’ (2®^). It is 
very unlikely that any traces of incipient (gnosti- 
cism in a technical sense are to be found in that 
plirase, or anything beyond the pretension to 
esoteric and priidleged knowledge characteristic of 
every exclusive group. ‘Deep things ’is an ea^ 
expression for any pretender to special intuition to 
use, and entirely neutral in regard to the implica- 
tion of Gnostic attachments. St. Paul u^s it 
(1 Co 2'°) of the inscrutable regions where God s 
plans for mankind are framed, and in the singular 
for the central riches of the "wisdom and love of 
God (Ro 11“ Eph 3'®'-). Man’s heart also has a 
depth (Jth 8’') that cannot easily be sounded, and 
in nature are recesses into "which none but divine 
thought can penetrate. The figure is early and 
common, confined to no class or sect, but the heri- 
tage of every tongue, and from its use alone there 
is no need to infer any leaning towards Gnosticism. 
The qualifying phrase ‘ of Satan ’ is not without 
perplexity. It can hardly be taken literally as 
implying that the Nicolaitans themselves claimed 
a special knowledge of the things of Satan. Ac- 
cordingly Hort (cf. Com. in foe.) is disposed to alter 
the generally accepted punctuation, and to connect 
‘ as they say ’ with the words that follow, a.s thougn 
the Nicolaitan teachers professed to impose no 
superfluous burden, a contemptuous reference t 
the Jerusalem decree (Ac 15^) being imjilted by tn 
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appropriation of the obnoxious term |3dpos, which, 
however, Hort regards as merely a coincidence. 
If the ordinary punctuation be preferred, the 
genitive must be taken as the \vriters own charac- 
terization of the ‘ deep things ’ ; and by describing 
them as ‘of Satan’ he referred simply to their 
mischievous and evil quality or to Satanic influence 
as the only influence powerful enough to enable a 
man to justify sin to his own conscience, and did 
not closely relate them with the abominations of 
the local Ophitic worship. That the last-named 
was his purpose has been inferred from the parallel 
between this phrase and the allusion to ‘Satan’s 
throne’ in the message to Pergamum (Rev 2’®). 
It is true that Pergamum was a centre in Asia of 
the worship of ASclepius, whose symbol was a 
serpent (Pans. ii. xxvii.), which in the Apocalypse 
is the symbol of Satan (12°). Jewsh story explains 
sufficiently the association of the serpent with the 
tempter (Gn 3 ; cf. Rev 12°). At the same time, 
though the worship of Asclepius was in part the 
worship of evil, the serpent seems to have been 
connected with it as a symbol of wisdom and reno- 
vation ; and there was certainly no reason for 
singling it out from other Greek or mixed cults for 
special condemnation. To attribute anything to 
Satan is in reality one of our writer’s favourite 
phrases of opprobrium, and it is rare that anything 
more specific is suggested by it. The hostile Jews 
at Smyrna (Rev 2°) and at Philadelphia (3°) are ‘ a 
synagogue of Satan,’ where the controlling thought 
in the ascription of the name seems to be the 
paternity of the sin of lying (cf. Jn 8"). Similarly 
the party in the Asiatic churches was deceived and 
self-deceived, and therefore might be conceived as 
under the immediate influence of Satan. They 
boasted of their knowledge of deep things, but 
were actually misled into wrong and vicious con- 
clusions, as though under the direct guidance of 
Satan. They asserted as Christian freedom a 
personal right which really meant self-indulgence 
and sin ; and the moral confusion might justly be 
ascribed to the author of all confusion. That the 
plirase contains a veiled allusion to the local 
Ophitic mysteries, to the gross rites of the aboriri- 
nal paganism, or even to the worship of the 
emperor (which, however, seems to have been in- 
troduced into Pergamum as early as A.D. 29 ; cf. 
Swete on Rev 2’°), is an unnecessary suggestion, 
recondite and unconvincing. 

3. Alleged relation to apostolic teaching. — ^The 
theory that identifies the Nicolaitans with the 
followers of St. Paul rests upon an unsubstantial 
basis, constructed chiefly of a few forced parallels 
in phraseology. The leaders of the group in 
Ephesus called themselves apostles (Rev 2°), and one 
of them in Thyatira may have called herself a pro- 
phetess (2°°), just as St. Paul occasionally laid stress 
on his apostleship, and perh^s also implicitly 
claimed the gift of prophecy. The distinction be- 
tween the Jew by race and the Jew by spiritual 
descent is common to both sides, though St. Paul 
uses less vigorous language and is sparing of de- 
nunciation. ‘ The deep things of God ’ (1 Co 2‘°) 
and ‘ the deep things of Satan ’ (Rev 2°^) are related 
expressions, but the'relation is not that of affilia- 
tion in phrase so much as that of independent appro- 
priation of a common and current fi^re. Against 
the Nicolaitans and their allies the principal charge 
was that they taught ‘ to eat things sacrificed to 
idols, and to commit fornication ’ (2“- °°). A passage 
in St. Paul’s writings where fornication is author- 
ized has yet to be found, and even his teaching 
about sacrificial feasts is closely guarded (1 Co 8*®')- 
Hence altogether the explanation of the Nicolaitans 
as a Pauline group is' quite inadmissible. Their 
tenets and practices were generally such as he 
either wholly rejected or in one case cautiously 


permitted in the interest of Christian freedom. 
And, just as the theory that Revelation was de- 
signed to be a polemic against Pauline Christianity 
has failed to establish itself as a whole, the included 
plea of the Pauline attachments of the Nicolaitans 
proves without recommendation in fact or even in 
probable conjecture. 

In reality St. Paul, though more riven than St. 
John to compromise on non-essentials, would have 
opposed the Nicolaitans with equal or greater 
vehemence. His own principle, indicated in Gal 6° 
and illustrated in detail elsewhere in his letters (cf. 
1 Co 8'°), was to contend for whatever was central 
in belief or fundamental in practice, and to allow 
considerable latitude in regard to whatever did not 
really matter ; but, as soon as anj-thing indiflerent 
was exalted to the rank of the indispensable, it 
met with stern opposition. Christian liberty was 
to be maintained against both legal bondage and 
moral laxity ; and yet the Christian ‘ under law to 
Christ’ (1 Co 9°’) must be guilty of no ofi'ence 
against Him or His disciples, while admitting no 
rival. In the conflict with Graeco-Roman emUza- 
tion a practical difficulty continually arose in 
deciding how far professed Christians could or 
should comply witli the social usages of their 
neighbourhood. The public festivals in the Ionian 
cities were the joy and pride of the citizens, and 
the private clubs or gi*ds met often in sacred 
buildings and interspersed sacrificial rites in their 
formal meals. The question was as to what con- 
cessions were legitimate or in the interest of the 
spread of the Christian religion and the protec- 
tion of its professors from national suspicion. The 
Nicolaitans were the extremeparty who disregarded 
all the safeguards with which St. Paul had invested 
the law of compromise, and pleaded for a suicidal 
blending of Christian beliefs with idolatrous wor- 
ship, of theoretical Christian morals with sexual 
practice of the most immoral kind. St. Paul had 
seen the possibility of these developments in his 
day, and would not have considered St. John’s 
denunciation of them os unnecessa^ or too strong. 

4. Later sects of Nicolaitans. — Tne original sect 
of the Nicolaitans was not long-lived (Eus. HE 
iii. 29), though, as has been seen, it attracted the 
attention of several of the Fathers, who speculated 
os to its origin and the personality of its founder. 
But the name, sometimes merely as a term of abuse, 
has been attached to several later groups without 
implying any dependence upon one another or 
upon the sectaries in Asia Minor. There is evi- 
dence at the beginning of the 3rd cent, of the exis- 
tence of a Gnostic sect of immoral habits, called 
therefore Nicolaitans (Epiph. Heir. xxv. ; see also 
pseudo-Tert. adv, omn. H<zr. 1, and Hipp. H<zr. 
vii. 24). They shared in the worship of the great 
Mother-goddess, the goddess of heaven, and in the 
unbridled prostitution associated therewith ; and, 
though their special object appears to have been 
to prevent the sexual propagation of mankind and 
the consequent perpetuation of evil, their cult 
might fitly be described as a mixture of idolatry 
ana fornication. In the disputes as to the celibacy 
of the clergy again the term was applied to the 
married priests by the opponents of clerical 
marriage. It appears to have been first used in 
this connexion by Cardinal Humbert {fiont. Nice- 
tarn, 25), who described the ‘Nicolaitan heresy’ as 
consisting in the justification of clerical marriage ; 
and in that sense it obtained official recognition in 
the canons of the Council of Piacenza (March 
1095). Again, among some of the tendencies that 
preceded the organization of the Friends, the word 
occurs curiously to denote those who upheld creeds 
and outward ordinances, and exalted the authority 
of the written word above that of personal intuition 
(see C. Biirrage, The Early English Dissenters, 
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Clement of Alexandria (Strom. Hi. 4 f.) preserres a story to the 
effect that the deacon was reproved by the apostles for the 
Jealousy with which he watched over his beautiful wife, 
whereupon he offered to give her over (tire'rpeittv) to any one 
of them who wished to marry her, and himself lived afterwards 
blamelessly. The deacon is further quoted as using the phrase 
5elv irapa-xp^oBai rp oapKi, and the amuiguity of TTapaxprjoSai was 
the cause of misunderstanding. Nicolas used the word in the 
sense of despising or iii-using (Herod, i. 108, viii. 20, though 
with a different construction; cf. Just. Apol. 1. 49); but the 
sense of misusing by indulgence (Arist. ap. Hut ii. 627 A ; Philo, 

ii. 61) was assumed by an Antinomian party in the Church, who 
proceeded to claim the deacon’s sanction and to shelter them- 
selves under his name. Epiphanius (adv. Swr. i. 25) gives the 
story another turn, and represents Nicolas as separating from 
his wife in obedience to the counsels of perfection, but after- 
wards as breaking down his purpose and returning to her 
again. This conduct he is implied to have justifled by easy 
principles, and thus he * occasioned the foundation of the sect 
of the Nicolaitans.’ But not only is Epiphanius a rather late 
witness ; his account is discredited by his evident disposition to 
disparage marriage. He reads the sentiments of his own day 
into the practice of a much earlier age. On the whole, W’hat- 
ever testimony there is is distinctly in favour of the deacon. 
Eusebius and Hippolytus are not independent, and have no 
original information on the subject, and Theodoret (Seer, Fab. 

iii. 1) professedly follows Clement, who defends Nicolas from 
the charges to which his assumed followers were open, thereby 
discrediting his own theory of the origin of their name. Twice 
in the ‘ long ’ recension of the Ignatian Epistles the Nicolaitan 
is qualified as liruJumpov (Troll. 11, and Philad. 6), and the 
term may have been borrowed from Apost. Const, vi. 8. Thus 
in all probability the assumed connexion of the sect with the 
deacon is but another instance of the tendency to fasten upon 
an ‘ apostolic man ’ as the originator of every early movement 
and even as the founder of any important heresy ; but, whilst 
that tendency may throw some light upon the views put forth 
by Clement and Epiphanius, it does not explain the occurrence 
of the word in the Apocalj-pse. 

(2) Even less can be said in support of the theory that Nicolas 
is a translation or transliteration of Balaam. It is true that 
the Apocalj-pse is allegorical ; but the appetite of its author for 
symbol was not without limit, and he is not likely to have tried 
to bewilder his readers with a hopeless puzzle in etymology. 
The name of Balaam was already current as typical of certain 
false views and immoral practices (2 P 2'6, Jude B, Pirqe Abbth, 
v. 28 f.); and in Kev 2l*- a comparison is instituted between 
the effects of his teaching and that of the Nicolaitans, but there 
is no suggestion that the two words are themselves identical in 
meaning. Every attempt to show that N«oXaof is a real 
equivalent to DJIP?? has failed, and the phrasing of the verses 
does not warrant the supposition that etymological identity 
was imagined. 

(3) Another Nicolas than the deacon must in consequence be 
sought as the founder of the immoral jiarty at Pergamum. 
The name was not uncommon, and exact identification is not 
at present possible. According to pseudo-Dorotheus, there 
was a Nicolas, bishop of Samaria, who fell into heresy and evil 
ways under the influence of Simon Magus, and he may have 
given his name to the sect ; but pseudo-Dorotheus is not only a 
late witness, but for other reasons somewhat untrustworthy. 
The same may be said of pseudo-Abdias, who in his Acta Apoh, 
Apoc. introduces us to another Nicolas, who is alleged to have 
been converted in his old age, of ter a life of indulgence, through 
the persuasion of the apostle Andrew. Had this man professed 
Christianity before his conversion, the circumstances would 
have been in fair agreement with the conditions as set forth in 
the Apocalj-pse. The rise of a noxious party in a district within 
reach of the scene of the traditionary labours of Andrew would 
be explained, together with the speedy disappearance of that 
party as a separate Antinomian sect. But in the absence of 
better or confirmatory evidence all that can be said with confi- 
dence is that this Nicolas is the sort of man required, and that 
to him or to a namesake of similar character may be ascribed 
the mischief wrought in the northern and neighbouring cities 
of Pergamum ond Thyatira, and suppressed with difficulty but 
with success in the church of Ephesus. 

2 . Tenets and practices. — Concerning the beliefs 
and usages of these original Nicolaitans there is 
no other direct evidence than is contained in the 
letters to Pergamum and Thyatira. That resolves 
itself practically into two statements, as to the 
meaning of wdiich the context is more significant 
than are parallel phrases in different conne.xions. 

(1) The one is the explicit comparison with the 
teaching of Balaam (Eev in the two particulars 
of sanctioning and even recommending fornication 
and compromise with idolatry, with a view ‘to 
cast a stumbling-block before the children of Israel,’ 
to frustrate their right endeavours, and by guile 
to bring about their fall. Certain means, in them- 
selves bad, were deliberately selected for the ac- 
complishment.of an inhuman and entirely immoral 
purpose. The specific references are to such ver.ses 
as Nu 31'® 25'- ® ; and, though the story of Balaam, 


as we now have it, has been compiled from several 
sources, and extracts from JE and from P are 
woven into it without complete success in unifying 
the tradition, the writer of the Apocalypse woiild 
not be perplexed by any such complications, and 
his thought is sufficiently clear. Balaam, a recog- 
nized prophet or soothsayer, a man not udthont 
some knowledge of and reverence for Jahweli, 
counsels Balak to seduce Israel from its allegiance 
to Jahweli, and thereby from the enjoyment of 
His protection, by alluring the people into the 
immoralities associated with the Moabitic or Mid- 
ianitish nature-worship. Similarly the Nicolaitans 
must be considered as loosely connected with 
Christian organizations of their day, and as seeking 
to undermine the godliness of the people by beguil- 
ing them into complicity with idolatry and into a 

E ractical disregard of the sinfulness of sins of the 
esh. Self-deceived like Balaam, they glossed 
over obvious wickedness and so dressed it up us to 
make it pass off more easily with their consciences 
(cf. J. Butler, Worics, ed. W. E. Gladstone, 
Oxford, 1896, ii.. Sermons, p. 131, § 12) ; and hence 
the allusion involves the charge of a deliberate 
attempt to impose upon themselves and others in 
moral matters that were confessedly of the first 
importance. That such was their leading charac- 
teristic appears also from the changed imagery of 
the message to the neighbouring church. 

(2) The second statement is implied in this message 
to Thyatira, where it is evident that the difficulty 
was the same, though the OT parallel was found 
in the cose of Jezebel (Rev 2“, 1 K 21“), possibly 
because some female in the church had joined the 
movement and become the head and front of the 
offence. The evil that was violently opposed at 
Ephesus (Rev 2®) was tolerated witn inadequate 
opposition at Pergamum (2'"‘)> but at Thyatira does 
not seem even to have been interfered with (2“), 
The district was and continued to be notorious for 
its prophetesses. Oriental and Montanist; and it is 
easy to imagine that some Christian woman of 
influence became affected by the spirit of the place, 
claimed for herself the gift of prophecy, and pro- 
ceeded to use it in the promulgation of views 
elsewhere known as Nicolaitan. The new feature 
in the description of those views is the claim to 
superior knowledge, a natural adjunct to the faith 
of a party led by a professed prophetess — a claim 
to know ‘the deep things of Satan ’ _{2®'). It is 
very unlikely that any traces of incipient Gnosti- 
cism in a technical sense are to be found in that 
phrase, or anything beyond the pretension to 
esoteric and privileged knowledge characteristic of 
every exclusive group. ‘Deep things ’ is an easy 
expression for any pretender to special intuition to 
use, and entirely neutral in regard to the implica- 
tion of (inostic attachments. St. Paul u^s it 
(1 Co 2'®) of the inscrutable regions where God s 
plans for mankind are framed, and in the singular 
for the central riches of the wisdom and love ol 
God (Ro 11«, Eph 3'®'-). Man’s heart also has a 
depth ( Jth 8«) that cannot easily be sounded, anti 
in nature are recesses into which none but divine 
thought can penetrate. The figure is early and 
common, confined to no class or sect, but the ne - 
tage of every tongue, and from its use alone the e 
is no need to infer any leaning towards Gnosticisni. 
The qualifying phrase ‘of Satan’ is not wiWiout 
perplexity. It can hardly be taken literally a 
implying that the Nicolaitans themselves da 
a special knowledge of the things of Satan, j ■ 
cordingly Hort (cf. Com. in loc. ) is disposed to alter 
the generally accepted punctuation, and toconne 
‘ as they say ’ with the words that follow, as “‘dde 
the Nicolaitan teachers professed to impose 
superfluous burden, a contemptuous teferenc 
the Jerusalem decree (Ac 15®®) being implied by 
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appropriation of the obnoxious term ^dpoi, -whicli, 
however, Hort regards as merely a coincidence. 
If the ordinary punctuation be preferred, the 
genitive must be taken as the writers own charac- 
terization of the ‘ deep things ’ ; and by describing 
them as ‘of Satan’ lie referred simply to their 
mischievous and evil quality or to Satanic influence 
as the only influence powerful enough to enable a 
man to iustify sin to his own conscience, and did 
not closelj' relate them with the abominations of 
the local Ophitic worship. That the last-named 
was his purpose has been inferred from the parallel 
between this phrase and the allusion to ‘Satan’s 
throne’ in the message to Pergamum (Eev 2'“). 
It is true that Pergamum was a centre in Asia of 
the worship of Asclepius, whose sjunbol was a 
serpent (Pans. Ii. xxvii.), which in the Apocalypse 
is the symbol of Satan (12*'). Jewsh story explains 
sufficiently the association of the serpent with the 
tempter (Gn 3 ; cf. Eev 12®). At the same time, 
though the worship of Asclepius was in part the 
■worship of evil, the serpent seems to have been 
connected with it as a symbol of wisdom and reno- 
vation ; and there was certainly no reason for 
singling it out from other Greek or mixed cults for 
special condemnation. To attribute anything to 
Satan is in reality one of our -wTriter’s favourite 
phrases of opprobrium, and it is rare that anything 
more specific is suggested by it. The hostile Jews 
at Smyrna (Eev 2®) and at Philadelphia (3®) are ‘ a 
synagogue of Satan,’ where the controlling thought 
in the ascription of the name seems to be the 
paternity of the sin of lying (cf. Jn 8^‘). Similarly 
the party in the Asiatic churches was deceived and 
self-deceived, and therefore might be conceived as 
under the immediate influence of Satan. They 
boasted of their knowledge of deep things, but 
were actually misled into wrong and vicious con- 
clusions, as though under the direct guidance of 
Satan. They asserted as Christian freedom a 
personal right which really meant self-indulgence 
and sin ; and the moral confusion might justly be 
ascribed to the author of aU confusion. That the 
tdirase contains a veiled allusion to the local 
Ophitic mysteries, to the gross rites of the aborigi- 
nal paganism, or even to the worship of the 
emperor (which, however, seems to have heen in- 
troduced into Pergamum as early as A.D. 29 ; cf. 
Swete on Eev 2’®), is an unnecessary suggestion, 
recondite and unconvincing. 

3. Alleged relation to apostolic teaching. — ^The 
theory that identifies the Nicolaitans ■with the 
followers of St. Paul rests upon an unsubstantial 
basis, constructed chiefly of a few forced parallels 
in phraseology. The leaders of the group in 
Ephesus called themselves apostles (Eev 2®), and one 
of them in Thyatira may have called herself a pro- 
phetess (2®®), just as St. Paul occasionally laid stress 
on his apostleship, and perhMs also implicitly 
claimed the gift of prophecy. The distinction be- 
tween the Jew by race and the Jew by spiritual 
descent is common to both sides, thougli St. Paul 
uses less vigorous language and is sparing of de- 
nunciation. ‘The deep things of God’ (1 Co 2‘“) 
and ‘ the deep things of Sntan_ (Eev 2®'*) are related 
expressions, but the relation is not that of affilia- 
tion in phrase so much as that of independent appro- 
priation of a common and current figure. Against 
the Nicolaitans and their allies the principal charge 
was that they taught ‘ to eat things sacrificed to 
idols, and to commit fornication ’ (2*'‘- ®'’). A passage 
in St. Paul’s writings where fornication is author- 
ized has yet to be found, and even his teaching 
about sacrificial feasts is closely guarded (1 Co S'*®-). 
Hence altogether the explanation of the Nicolaitans 
as a Paulino group is quite inadmissible. Their 
tenets and practices were generally such as he 
either ■wholly rejected or in one case cautiously 


permitted in the interest of Christian freedom. 
And, just as the theory that Eevelation was de- 
signed to be a polemic against Pauline Christianity 
has failed to establish itself as a whole, the included 
plea of the Pauline attachments of the Nicolaitans 
proves without recommendation in fact or even in 
probable conjecture. 

In reality St. Paul, though more given than St. 
John to compromise on non-essentiaTs, ■would have 
opposed the Nicolaitans with equal or greater 
vehemence. His own principle, indicated in Gal 5® 
and illustrated in detail elsewhere in his letters (cf. 
1 Co S'®), was to contend for whatever was central 
in belief or fundamental in practice, and to allow 
considerable latitude in regard to whatever did not 
really matter ; but, ns soon as anything indifl'erent 
was exalted to the rank of the indispensable, it 
met with stern opposition. Christian liberty was 
to be maintained against both legal bondage and 
moral laxity ; and yet the Christian ‘ under law to 
Christ’ (1 Co 9®') must be guilty of no ottence 
against Him or His disciples, while admitting no 
rival. In the conflict with Gneco-Eoman cmliza- 
tion a practical difficulty continually arose in 
deciding how far professed Christians could or 
should comply witn the social usages of their 
neighbourhood. The public festivals in the Ionian 
cities were the joy and pride of the citizens, and 
the private clubs or gilds met often in sacred 
buildings and interspersed sacrificial rites in their 
formal meals. The question was as to what con- 
cessions were legitimate or in the interest of the 
spread of the Christian religion and the protec- 
tion of its professors from national suspicion. The 
Nicolaitans were the extremeparty who disregarded 
all the safeguards with which St. Paul bad invested 
tlie law of compromise, and pleaded for a suicidal 
blending of Christian beliefs with idolatrous wor- 
ship, of theoretical Christian morals with sexual 
practice of the most immoral kind. St. Paul had 
seen the possibility of these developments in his 
day, and -would not have considered St. John’s 
denunciation of them as unnecessaw or too strong. 

4. Later sects of Nicolaitans.— The original sect 
of the Nicolaitans was not long-lived (Eus. HE 
iii. 29), though, as has been seen, it attracted the 
attention of several of the Fathers, who speculated 
os to its origin and the personality of its founder. 
But the name, sometimes merely as a term of abuse, 
has been attached to several later groups without 
implying any dependence upon one another or 
upon the sectaries in Asia Minor. There is evi- 
dence at the beginning of the 3rd cent, of the exis- 
tence of a Gnostic sect of immoral habits, called 
therefore Nicolaitans (Epiph. Hmr. xxv. ; see also 
pseudo-Tert. adv. omn. Hcsr. 1, and Hipp. Ea:r. 
vii. 24). They shared in the worship of the great 
Mother-goddess, the goddess of heaven, and in the 
unbridled prostitution associated therewith ; and, 
though their special object appears to have been 
to prevent the se.xual propagation of mankind and 
the consequent perpetuation of evil, their cult 
might fitly be described as a mixture of idolatry 
and fornication. In the disputes as to the celibacy 
of the clergy again the term was applied to the 
married priests by the opponents of clerical 
marriage. It appears to have been first used in 
this connexion 03' Cardinal Humbert (Cont. Nicc- 
tam, 25), who described the ‘ Nicolaitan heresy ’ as 
consisting in the justification of clerical marriage ; 
and in that sense it obtained official recognition in 
the canons of the Council of Piacenza (March 
1095). Again, among some of the tendencies that 
preceded the organization of the Friends, the word 
occurs curiously to denote those who upheld creeds 
and outward ordinances, and exalted the authority 
of the written word above that of personal intuition 
(see C. Bnrrage, The Early English Dissenters, 
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Cambridge, 1912, i. 217 ff.). It was a usage be- 
gotten of the desire for a word of reproach rather 
than in the workings of the instinct for historical 
continuity ; and in this case, as in the others, the 
passage in the Apocalypse may have suggested the 
term but has no real light cast upon it. 

Literatoke.— The Patristic references, which are really the 
only original authorities, are given in the text. Among the 
commentaries on Revelation, H. B. Swete {The Apocalypse of 
St. John, London, 1906, esp. p. Ixxiff.) and F. J. A. Hort 
{The Apocalypse of St. John, IS, do. 190S) may be consulted 
with advantage. See also W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the 
Seven Churches, do. 1904, esp. p. 299 fl., and A. V. Green, The 
Ephesian Canonical Writings, do. 1910, esp. p. 180 fli. 

K. W. Moss. 

NIETZSCHE. — I. Life. — Friedrich Nietzsche, 
philosopher, poet, mystic, and prophet, was bom 
on 16th Oct. 1844, at Eocken, near Liitzen, in the 
Prussian province of Saxony. There is some 
reason to believe that he was of remote Polish 
descent ; this always gave him much satisfaction, 
and he was pleased when living in Italy to be 
mistaken for a Pole. On the paternal side he 
came, like Emerson, of a line of ministers, and his 
mother was a minister’s daughter ; it was a signifi- 
cant origin for one who remained throughout life 
a preacher, though not of the gospel that he bad 
been taught. He came on both sides of healthy 
and long-lived families. His father, however, a 
man of sensitive temperament and poetic mind, 
died at the age of thirty-five as a result, appar- 
ently, of injury to the head from a fall ; his 
mother, a woman of much beauty and vitality, 
with a rebelliously high spirit, resembled Goethe’s 
mother in temperament, and was of the same age 
of eighteen at her distinguished son’s birth. After 
the father’s death the family removed to Naum- 
burg. Here the child, who otsw tall and strong, 
though only beginning to talk at the age of two 
and a half years, was surrounded by exclusively 
feminine influences. He was a g^uiet, refined, and 
well-behaved boy, with fair hair and grave dark 
eyes, very truthful and very polite, though possess- 
ing a passionate temper which he early learned to 
control, with no liking for rough games or coarse 
amusements, and a taste for poetry and music. 
At school young Nietzsche was one of the best 
pupils — serious, reserved, pious, aud fond of the 
Bible, called by his schoolfellows, over whom he 
exerted much influence, ‘ the little minister ’ ; he 
excelled in all subjects except mathematics and 
athletics, and was e.specially devoted ' to the 
classics ; at the same time he became a brilliant 
extemporizer on the piano. At the age of sixteen 
he obtained a scholarship which enabled him to 
enter the Pforta School, not far from Naumburg; 
this is a kind of Public School, of exclusive charac- 
ter, and with a very high level of discipline and 
scholarship. 

In 1861 young Nietzsche received his first Com- 
munion, and, when he left Pforta to proceed to 
Bonn University, he obtained a certificate of good 
conduct and inaustry and special excellence in the 
subjects of Keligion, German, and Latin. At Bonn 
he entered the faculties of Theology and Philology, 
but, led by his Hellenic tastes, he more and more 
concentrated on philology, which, also, he felt to 
be a needed discipline to his own temperament. 
Ritschl and Jahn were his teachers. "When a 
quarrel arose between these two philologists, and 
the former went to Leipzig University, Nietzsche 
followed his beloved teacher, who had a high 
regard for the young student’s qualities and 
scholarship. At Leipzig he took the chief part in 
founding and carrying on a Philologists’ Club, 
occupied himself with important investigations 
into the history and sources of the writings of 
Theognis, Suiaas, and Diogenes Laertius, and 
formed many valuable friendships, especially ivith 


Rohde and Gersdorlf. His friends were always 
men of noble character and tastes akin to his own' 
throughout life he cherished high ideals of friend.’ 
ship, but his few attractions towards women were 
superficial and fleeting. While a student, he by 
chance became acquainted with the works of 
Schopenhauer ; he had long felt intense admiration 
for the works of Wagner (to whom he was not 
personally introduced until 1868) ; Schopenhauer 
and Wagner became the two chief influences on 
his life and thought, and he began to lose his 
Christian faith, although then, and long after, he 
displayed no aggressive opposition to Christianity, 
remaining, in his own words, ‘ a reverent animal’ 
At the same time he endeavoured to take part in 
the beer-drinking and duel-fighting life of the 
students’ clubs, but these attempts speedily ended 
in failure ; he took the unusual step of severing him- 
self from his club, and throughout life experienced 
nothing but loathing for the ‘beer-materialism’ 
and related accompaniments of the ordinary Ger- 
man’s intellectual life. Goethe’s Conversations 
with Eckcrmann — ‘ the best German book there is,’ 
he declared — became and always remained witli 
him a profound influence, and the same may be 
said of Emerson ; he looked upon Emerson as a 
kind of elder brother, and throughout the whole of 
his active life some volume of Emerson’s Essays 
always accompanied his wanderings. His chief 
early interests and influences were, however, 
Hellenism, Sciiopenhauer, and Wagner. Later 
the last two influences were left behind, though he 
always recognized the great importance of both, 
and Rome became more to him than Greece ; but 
the early attraction of Hellenism, and the sound 
philological training of Pforta, made him a philo- 
logist. 

In 1869, at the early age of twenty-four, and 
largely through the influence of Ritschl, Nietzsche 
was elected Professor of Classical Philology in the 
I University of Basel, and he occupied this position 
j for ten years. He was a careful and conscientious 
teacher, devoting himself more especially to his 
best students ; there were not many, however, who 
attended his courses, and even these decreased in 
number as his unconventional opinions discredited 
him among orthodox professional philologists. The 
year after his appointment to Basel the Franco- 
Prussian War broke out. Nietzsche was still 
patriotic ; he had gone through his military train- 
ing, as a student, in the artillery, and he wished 
to take part in this ivar ; that was not, howcve^ 
possible m any active military capacity, as he had 
been obliged to become a naturalized Swiss citizen ; 
he, accordingly, after a course of training, joined 
an ambulance corps and engaged in nursing the 
wounded outside the ivalls of Metz. He had been 
occupied in this work for only a few weeks_ when a 
severe attack of dysentery and diphtlieria com- 
pelled him to abandon it, but this brief contact 
with the suffering and misery of war produced 
such an effect on his sensitive and sympathetic 
nature that for some years after he was scarcely 
able to speak of his experiences. 

This episode in Nietzsche’s life was memorable 
for more than one reason. In the first place wc 
may date his ill-health from it. He had been a 
robust and healthy youth, though rather troubled 
by his eyes. From now on he became liable to fre- 
quent and severe attacks of eye-trouble, migraine, 
and sleeplessness, as well as to stomach troubles. 
In the second place, this was the period when he 
was actively engaged in working out the concep- 
tions embodied in his first book,_ The Emh of 
Tragedy (Die Gehtirt der Tragodic). _ Altbongn 
this book sprang out of Hellenic studies, it was 
clearly not the work of a scientific philologist, but 
of a poet and artist. The philologists shook their 
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heads over it when they were not actively hostile ; 
a few enthusiastic friends took Nietzsche’s side, and 
a furious Teutonic controversy, in which the author 
himself played no part, raged round the book. 
This was the first of a considerable series of books 
which continued to appear until in 1889 Nietzsche’s 
brain suddenly gave way. In 1879 his health 
compelled him to resign his professorship ; he was 
granted a pension wliich with small private means 
enabled him to wander about Europe in the search 
for a climate_ favourable to his health ; but he 
always lived in an extremely simple manner and 
well M-itHin his small income. Most often he was 
in Genoa and the liiviera or in the Engadine. His 
friendship with "tVamer, the most significant 
episode in his life, had come to an end at the first 
great \yagner festival at Bayreuth in 1876. There 
were numerous subsequent friendships with men 
and women, but these often ended m misunder- 
standing and rupture; Nietzsche’s high-strung 
tenmerament and exalted ideals of friendship 
evidently rendered him a difficult friend, though, 
while absolutely independent in abstract matters, 
he was easily influenced in personal and practical 
matters. He inspired esteem, almost veneration, 
in the common people among whom he lived, and 
towards whom he was always sympathetic, more 
in Italy, however, than in Germany, although he 
considered that Socialistic Labour leaders were 
ruining the cheerful and contented spirit of the 
people by inspiring them with new needs and new 
hatreds, while at the same time they had not the 
courage to attack alcohol, which, in his eyes, was 
the worst of all the people’s enemies. His Genoa 
landlady many years afterwards talked of his 
friendliness and sympathy, and used to call him 
‘il santo’; his early mend, Eohde, the distin- 

f uished Hellenist, similarly remarked of him that 
e was ‘ a disguised saint.’ 

During the years that followed his departure 
from Basel until his mind finally gave way, nearly 
all Nietzsche’s books ivere mitten and published, 
as his health permitted, although they attracted 
little or no attention. All his later books he had 
to publish at his ovra expense, and of one of these, 
of which he had forty copies printed for friends, 
he found occasion to give away only seven. There 
was never any real and lasting improvement in 
his health ; he continued to suffer severely from 
eye-strain, headache, sleeplessness, and stomach 
troubles, as well as mental overstrain, for which 
he found only the dangerous relief of an excessive 
use of drugs, especially chloral. There w£w never, 
however, any definite mental trouble ; his books 
showed, in an ever-increasing degree, a peculiar 
intellectual irritability, self-centred and egoistic, 
but were never the work of a madman ; his letters 
also, except in the last few days before the final 
breakdown, were entirel}' sane. His acquaintances 
and the guests at the pensions at which he stayed, 
np to the last, perceived nothing morbid or peculiar 
about him, and alw^s found him cheerfiff, equable, 
and qrmpathetic. He was always considerate for 
others, and an invalid English lady who knew him 
latterly tells how solicitous he was that she should 
not read his books. Early in 1888_he received the 
first signs of European recognition in the apprecia- 
tion of the two chief European critics of the day, 
H. A. Taine and G. Brandes, both of whom entered 
into correspondence mth him. But in January 
1889 at Turin he was suddenly found in a state of 
complete insanity, and from that moment he never 
UTote a line. The precise form of his insanity has 
been much debated ; the doctors called it ‘ atomical 
paralysis,’ which is vague. P. J. hlobius (in Uber 
das Pathologische bei Nietzsche, Wiesbaden, 19021 re- 
garded it as general paralysis of the insane. This 
seems very doubtful, and is foimded chiefly on a 


statementwhichhassincebeen withdrawn. Hubert 
Norman, in a careful study of the case {Journal 
of Mental Science, Jan, 1915), concludes that be 
suffered from maniacal depressive insanity, alter- 
nating, with apparently normal intervals, between 
mental excitement and mental depression ; we 
have to remember, however, that his friends and 
acquaintances saw nothing of this excitement and 
depression, while his sister also emphasizes his 
equable cheerfulness. Nietzsche’s case is perhaps 
fresh evidence that even in insanity genius fails to 
follow the ordinary rules. In any case Nietzsche’s 
life henceforth became almost vegetative, on the 
mental level of a child’s. H. Lichtenberger, who 
saw him in 1898, refers to his magnificent brows 
and the eyes w^hich seemed to direct their light 
inward, remarking that the spectacle was inex- 
pressibly sad, yet beautiful and peaceful. He was 
tenderly cared for by his mother and his devoted 
sister and biographer, Frau Forster - Nietzsche. 
He died at Weimar on 25th Aug. 1900. 

_ 2 . Works. — J. Burckhardt, the historian of 
civilization, who was a sympathetic colleague of 
NietKche’s at Basel, said of him as early as 1869, 
'Nietzsche is as much an artist as a scholar.’ 
This became clearly visible a few years later 
(1871) in Nietzsche’s first book. The Birth of 
Tragedy. The book is permeated by enthusiastic 
admiration for Wagner and infused with the spirit 
of poetry ; it is not a work of scientific scholarship. 
Bat, while stating here his conception of the 
Apollonian and Dionysian spirits, and setting out 
his dream of an ideal state of human life in which 
culture would be one with nature, he also helped 
to make clear a deeper view of the (3reek spirit than 
that hitherto prevailing, which regarded it as a 
spirit of superficial cheerfulness. Intemperance, 
wildness, the Asiatic spirit, seemed to Nietzsche to 
lie at the root of the Greek soul ; it was in his 
struggle with these tendencies that the Greek 
revealed his special characteristics. Here, at the 
outset, we find the insistence on suffering as the 
condition of vital development which never forsook 
Nietzsche. His next book, published in 1873-76, 
Unseasonable Considerations {Unzeitgemasse Be- 
trachtnngen), is made up of a series of elaborate 
and important essays. One deals with Wagner 
in Bayreuth, and was the first attempt, still prob- 
ably the ablest and most eloquent, to place the 
composer’s claims on the highest ground. Another 
discussed the use and abuse of history, and severely 
criticized the German tendency to exaggerate the 
importance of history in culture. In yet another 
of these essays, on Schopenhauer as educator, 
Nietzsche set forth the fine influence which, he 
conceived, Schopenhauer might exert on his 
readers ; much as Nietzsche’s estimate of Schopen- 
hauer sank, he always regarded the statement of 
the case in this essay as fundamental, Schopen- 
hauei^s liberating induence being independent of 
Schopenhauer’s doctrines, and most of what was 
said of it here applying equally to Niet^che’s 
own influence. A very significant revelation of 
Nietzsche’s attitude towards life was contained in 
the essay on D. F. Strauss, the author of the Zife 
of Jesus and The Old Faith and the Nets, which 
had just then appeared. Strauss was one of the 
founders of modem Prassianism and a typical 
champion of German culture. To Nietzsche he 
represented the new spirit of Germany created by 
the Franco-Pmssian War, in its worst manifesta- 
tions. It was as such that he assailed Strauss, 
with no personal animus, and, when the old man, 
very shortly after, died, Nietzsche was deeply 
grieved lest he might possibly have embittered Ins 
last days. The war, Nietzsche felt, had created 
an attitude of paltry self-complacency in Germany 
and introduced a false ideal of culture. In attack- 
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Cambridge, 1912, i. 217 tf.)< It 'was a usage be- 
gotten of the desire for a word of reproach rather 
than in the workings of the instinct for historical 
continuity ; and in this case, as in the otliers, the 
passage in the Apocalypse may have suggested the 
term but has no real light cast upon it. 

Litehature. — T he Patristic references, which are really the 
only original authorities, are given in the text. Among the 
commentaries on Revelation, H. B. Swete (The Apocalypse of 
St. John, London, 1908, esp. p. IxxifT.) and F. J. A. Hort 
(The Apocalypse of St. John, IS, do, 1903) may be consulted 
with advantage. See also W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the 
Seven Churehes, do. 1904, esp. p. 299 fi., and A. V. Green, The 
Ephesian Cantnxical Writings, do. 1910, esp. p. 180 ff. 

R. W. Moss. 

NIETZSCHE. — I. Life. — Friedrich Nietzsche, 
philosopher, poet, mystic, and prophet, was bom 
on 15th Oct. 1844, at Rocken, near Liitzen, in the 
Prussian province of Saxony. There is some 
reason to believe that he was of remote Polish 
descent ; this always gave him much satisfaction, 
and he was pleased when living in Italy to be 
mistaken for a Pole. On the paternal side he 
came, like Emerson, of a line of ministers, and his 
mother was a minister’s daughter ; it was a signifi- 
cant origin for one who remained throughout life 
a preacher, though not of the gospel that he had 
been taught. He came on both sides of healthy 
and long-lived families. His father, however, a 
man of sensitive temperament and poetic mind, 
died at the age of thirty-five as a result, appar- 
ently, of injury to the head from a fall ; his 
mother, a woman of much beauty and vitality, 
with a rebelliously high spirit, resembled Goethe’s 
mother in temperament, and was of the same age 
of eighteen at her distinguished son’s birth. After 
the fether’s death the family removed to Naum- 
burg. Here the child, who otcw tall and strong, 
though only beginning to talk at the age of two 
and a half years, was surrounded by exclusively 
feminine influences. He was a g^uiet, refined, and 
well-behaved boy, with fair hair and grave dark 
eyes, very truthful and very polite, though possess- 
ing a passionate temper which he early learned to 
control, with no liking for rough games or coarse 
amusements, and a taste for poetry and music. 
At school young Nietzsche was one of the best 
pupils — serious, reserved, pious, and fond of the 
Bible, called by his schoolfellows, over whom he 
exerted much influence, ‘ the little minister ’ ; he 
excelled in all subj'ects except mathematics and 
athletics, and was especially devoted ' to the 
classics ; at the same time he became a brilliant 
extemporizer on the piano. At the age of sixteen 
he obtained a scholarship which enabled him to 
enter the Pforta School, not far from Nauraburg ; 
this is a kind of Public School, of exclusive charac- 
ter, and with a very high level of discipline and 
scholarship. 

In 1861 young Nietzsche received his first Com- 
munion, and, when he left Pforta to proceed to 
Bonn Universitv, he obtained a certificate of good 
conduct and industry and special excellence in the 
subjects of Religion, German, and Latin. At Bonn 
he entered the faculties of Theology and Philology, 
but, led by his Hellenic tastes, he more and more 
concentrated on philology, which, also, he felt to 
be a needed discipline to his own temperament. 
Ritschl and Jahn were his teachers. When a 
quarrel arose between these two philologists, and 
the former went to Leipzig University, Nietzsche 
followed his beloved teacher, who had a high 
regard for the young student’s qualities and 
scholarship. At Leipzig he took the chief part in 
founding and carrying on a Philologists’ Club, 
occupied himself with important investigations 
into the history and sources of the writings of 
Theognis, Suicfas, and Diogenes Laertius, and 
formed many valuable friendships, especially with 


Rohde and GersdorfF. His friends were always 
men of noble character and tastes akin to his own j 
throughout life he cherished high ideals of friend- 
ship, but his few attractions towards women were 
superficial and fleeting. While a student, he by 
chance became acquainted with tlie works of 
Schopenhauer ; he had long felt intense admiration 
for the works of Wagner (to whom he was not 
personally introduced until 1868) ; Schopenhauer 
and Wagner became the two chief influences on 
his life and thought, and he began to lose his 
Christian faith, although then, and long after, he 
displayed no aggressive opposition to Christianity, 
remaining, in his own words, ‘a reverent animal.’ 
At the same time he endeavoured to take part in 
the beer-drinking and duel-fighting life of the 
students’ clubs, but these attempts speedily ended 
in failure ; he took the unusual step of severing him- 
self from his club, and throughout life experienced 
nothing but loathing for the ‘beer-materialism’ 
and related accompaniments of the ordinary Ger- 
man’s intellectual life. Goethe’s Conversations 
toitkEckcrmann — ‘ the best German book there is,’ 
he declared — became and always remained with 
him a profound influence, and the same may be 
said of Emerson ; he looked upon Emerson as a 
kind of elder brother, and throughout the whole of 
his active life some volume of Emerson’s Essays 
always accompanied his wanderings. His chief 
early interests and influences were, however, 
Hellenism, Schopenhauer, and Wagner. Later 
the last two influences were left behind, though he 
always recognized the great importance of both, 
and Rome became more to him than Greece ; but 
the early attraction of Hellenism, and the sound 
philological training of Pforta, made him a pliUo- 
logisb. 

In 1869, at the early age of twenty-four, and 
largely through the influence of Ritschl, Nietzsche 
was elected Professor of Classical Philology in the 
University of Basel, and he occupied this position 
for ten years. He was a careful and conscientious 
teacher, devoting him.self more especially to his 
best students ; there were not many, however, who 
attended his courses, and even these decreased in 
number as his unconventional opinions discredited 
him among orthodox professional philologists. The 
year after his appointment to Basel the Franco- 
Prussian War broke out. Nietzsche was still 
patriotic ; he had gone through his military train- 
ing, as a student, in the artillery, and he wished 
to take part in this war ; that was not, however, 
possible in any active military capacity, as he had 
been obliged to become a naturalized Swiss citizen ; 
he, accordingly, after a course of training, joined 
an ambulance corps and engaged in nursing the 
wounded outside the walls of Metz. He had been 
occupied in this work for only a few weeks when a 
severe attack of dysentery and diphtheria com- 
pelled him to abandon it, but this brief contact 
■\rith the suffering and misery of war produced 
such an effect on his sensitive and sympathetic 
nature that for some years after he was scarcely 
able to speak of his experiences. 

This episode in Nietzsche’s life was memorable 
for more than one reason. In the first place we 
may date his ill-health from it. He had been a 
robust and healthy youth, though rather troubled 
by his eyes. From now on he became liable to fre- 
quent and severe attacks of eye-trouble, migraine, 
and sleeplessness, as well as to stomach troubles. 

In the second place, this was the period when he 
Avas actively engaged in Avorking out the concep- 
tions embodied in his first book. The Birth of 
Tragedy [Die Gehvrt der Tragodie). _ Although 
this book sprang out of Hellenic studies, it was 
clearly not the Avork of a scientific philologist, but 
of a poet and artist. The philologists shook their 



NIETZSCHE 


367 


heads over it when they were not actively hostile ; 
a few enthusiastic friends took Nietzsche’s side, and 
a furious Teutonic controversy, in which the author 
himself plaj'-ed no part, raged round the book. 
This was the first of a considerable series of books 
which continued to appear until in 1889 Nietzsche’s 
brain suddenly gave way. In 1879 his health 
compelled him to resign his professorship ; he was 
granted a pension wliich with small private means 
enabled him to wander about Europe in the search 
for a climate^ favourable to his health ; but he 
always lived m an extremely simple manner and 
well ■within his small income. Most often he was 
in Genoa and the Kmera or in the Engadine. His 
friendship with W agner, the most significant 
episode in his life, had come to an end at the first 
great Wagner festival at Bayreuth in 1876. There 
were numerous subseq^uent friendships with men 
and women, but these often ended in misunder- 
standing and rupture ; Nietzsche’s high-strung 
temperament and exalted ideals of friendsliip 
evidently rendered him a difficult friend, though, 
whUe absolutely independent in abstract matters, 
he was easily influenced in personal and practical 
matters. He inspired esteem, almost veneration, 
in the common people among whom he lived, and 
towards whom he was always sympathetic, more 
in Italy, however, than in Germany, although he 
considered that Socialistic Labour leaders were 
ruining the cheerful and contented spirit of the 
people by inspiring them ivith new needs and new 
hatreds, while at the same time they had not the 
courage to attack alcohol, which, in his eyes, was 
the worst of all the people’s enemies. His Genoa 
landlady many years afterwards talked of his 
friendliness and sympathy, and used to call him 
‘ il santo ’ ; his early friend, Kohde, the distin- 
guished Hellenist, similarly remarked of him that 
he was ‘ a disguised saint.’ 

During the years that followed his departure 
from Basel until his mind finally gave way, nearly 
all Nietzsche’s books were written and published, 
as his health permitted, although they attracted 
little or no attention. All his later books he had 
to publish at his own expense, and of one of these, 
of which he had forty copies printed for friends, 
he found occasion to give away only seven. There 
was never any real and lasting improvement in 
his health ; he continued to suffer severely from 
eye-strain, headache, sleeplessness, and stomach 
troubles, as well as mental overstrain, for which 
he found only the dangerous relief of an excessive 
use of drugs, especially chloral. There was never, 
however, any definite mental trouble; his books 
showed, in an ever-increasing degree, a peculiar 
intellectual irritability, self-centred and egoistic, 
but were never the work of a madman ; his letters 
also, except in the last few days before the final 
breakdown, were entirely sane. His acquaintances 
and the guests at the pe?isions at which he stayed, 
up to the last, perceived nothing morbid or peculiar 
about him, and always found him cheerfid, equable, 
and sympathetic. He was always considerate for 
others, and an invalid English lady who knew him 
latterly tells how solicitous he was that she should 
not read Ms books. Early in 1888 he received the 
first signs of European recognition in the apprecia- 
tion of the two chief European critics of the day, 
H. A. Taine and G. Brandes, both of whom entered 
into correspondence ■with him. But in January 
1889 at Turin he was suddenly found in a state of 
complete insanity, and from that moment he never 
wote a line. The precise form of his insanity has 
been much debated ; the doctors called it ‘ atypical 
paralysis,’ which is vague. P. J. Mobius (in Uher 
(fas Pathologischc bei Nietzsche, Wiesbaden, 1902) re- 
garded it as general paralysis of the insane. This 
seems very doubtful, and is founded chiefly on a 


statement which has since been withdrawn. Hubert 
Norman, in a careful study of the case (Journal 
of Mental Science, Jan. 1915), concludes that he 
sufl'ered from maniacal depressive insanity, alter- 
nating, with apparently normal intervals, between 
mental excitement and mental depression ; we 
have to remember, however, that his friends and 
acquaintances saw nothing of this excitement and 
depression, while his sister also emphasizes his 
equable cheerfulness. Nietzsche’s case is perhaps 
fresh evidence that even in insanity genius fails to 
follow the ordinary rules. In any case Nietzsche’s 
life henceforth became almost vegetative, on the 
mental level of a child’s. H. Lichtenberger, who 
saw him in 1898, refers to his magnificent brows 
and the eyes which seemed to direct their light 
inward, remarking that the spectacle was inex- 
pressibly sad, yet beautiful and peaceful. He was 
tenderly cared for by his mother and his devoted 
sister and biographer, Frau Forster - Nietzsche. 
He died at Weimar on 25th Aug. 1900. 

2 . Works. — J. Burckhardt, the historian of 
civilization, who was a sympathetic colleague of 
Nietzsche’s at Basel, said of him as early as 1869, 
‘Nietzsche is as much an artist as a scholar.-’ 
This became clearly visible a few years later 
(1871) in Nietzsche’s first book. The Birth of 
Tragedy. The book is permeated by enthusiastic 
admiration for Wagner and infused with the spirit 
of poetry ; it is not a work of scientific scholarship. 
But, while stating here his conception of the 
Apollonian and Dionysian spirits, and setting out 
his dream of an ideal state of human life in which 
culture would be one -with nature, he also helped 
to make clear a deeper view of the (3reek spirit than 
that hitherto prevailing, which regarded it as a 
spirit of superficial cheerfulness. Intemperance, 
wildness, the Asiatic spirit, seemed to Nietzsche to 
lie at the root of the Greek soul ; it was in his 
struggle wth these tendencies that the Greek 
revealed his special characteristics. Hero, at the 
outset, we find the insistence on suflering as the 
condition of vital development which never forsook 
Nietzsche. His next book, published in 1873-76, 
Unseasonable Considerations (Unzeitgemdsse Be- 
trachtungen), is made up of a series of elaborate 
and important essays. One deals with Wagner 
in Bayreuth, and was the first attempt, still prob- 
ably the ablest and most eloquent, to place the 
composer’s claims on the highest ground. Another 
discussed the use and abuse of history, and severely 
criticized the German tendency to exaggerate the 
importance of history in culture. In yet another 
of these essays, on Schopenhauer as educator, 
Nietzsche set forth the fine influence which, he 
conceived, Schopenhauer might exert on his 
readers ; much as Nietzsche’s estimate of Schopen- 
hauer sank, he always regarded the statement of 
the case in this essay as fundamental, Schopen- 
hauer’s liberating influence being independent of 
Schopenliauer’s doctrines, and most of what was 
said of it here applying equally to Nietzsche’s 
own influence. A very significant revelation of 
Nietzsche’s attitude towards life was contained in 
the essay on D. F. Strauss, the author of the Life 
of Jesus and The Old Faith and the New, which 
had just then appeared. Strauss was one of the 
founders of modern Prussianism and a typical 
champion of German culture. To Nietzsche he 
represented the new spirit of Germany created by 
the Franco-Prussian War, in its worst manifesta- 
tions. It was as such that he assailed Strauss, 
with no personal animus, and, when the old man, 
very shortly after, died, Nietzsche was deeply 
grieved lest he might possibly have embittered his 
last days. The war, Nietzsche felt, had created 
an attitude of paltry self-complacency in Germany 
and introduced a false ideal of culture. In attack- 
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ing Strauss, he was attacking, and not for the last 
time, German ‘ culture,’ and setting forth his own 
ideal of culture as ‘ unity of artistic style in every 
expression of a people’s life’; at this time, and 
always, he regarded the French as the supreme 
representatives of true culture. 

Human, all - too - Human {3Ienschliches, Allzu- 
menscMiches), which is transitional in character, 
was published in 1878. In this ‘Book for Free 
Spirits ’ Nietzsche finally abandoned the method of 
essays carefully elaborated with a due regard to 
literary conventions, and adopted the more free, 
aphoristic, and fragmentary method which after- 
wards he always preferred ; it suited his direct 
and personal way of approaching problems, and it 
doubtless suited also the limited energies which 
bad health placed at his disposal. The Dawn of 
Day (Morgenrothe), which completely reveals 
Nietzsche’s characteristics, was published in 1881, 
and was followed by The Gay Science (Die frohliche 
Wissenschaft), published in 1882, and Beyond Good 
and Evil (Jenseits von Gut und Bose), published in 
1886 ; these books all belong to the same class and 
possess considerable resemblance in substance and 
method. For many readers they include most 
that is precious in Nietzsche’s work. They repre- 
sent him in his central and most mature period ; 
they range freely over a vast field ; they are full of 
the most penetrating criticism and insight into 
the deepest questions of life and thought and art ; 
they are for the most part free from the unbalanced 
extravagances and the reckless over -emphasis 
which we so often find in his later work. Before 
this series of works came to an end, Nietzsche 
had already begun the moat famous of his books. 
Thus spake Zarathustra (Also spraeh Zarathustra, 
1883-91). Its first origin was at Sils Maria in 
1881. It consists of four parts, each part written 
with great rapidity, usually in about ten days, 
although the parts were separated by long inter- 
vals. Zoroaster had always been a favourite 
figure of Nietzsche’s, embodying some of the ideas 
to which he was most attracted, and it was there- 
fore natural that he should give this traditionally 
imposing name to his typical Superman. It is 
easy to imderstand the position which Zarathustra 
has attained ; it has a certain kind of unity since 
it is written around a single figure and throughout 
in the lofty rhythmic style which we commonly 
regard as Biblical ; it is moreover, all are agreed, 
magnificently written ; it contains pictures and 

E assages of a highly impressive character. Many, 
owever, will agree with so competent a critic as 
Brandes that it has been over-rated, being too 
monotonous and lacking in imaginative invention. 
When we read it carefully, we are made to feel that 
its imposing surface frequently covers no great 
depth of thought or truth of insight ; it sometimes 
seems simply a marvellous tour de force. Nietzsche 
was not, however, entirely wrong in attaching so 
much importance to his Zarathustra. Apart from 
its rare beauty, it possesses a certain coherence 
as a narrative of the passage of the Superman, 
Nietzsche’s perfected human being, through life, 
and a record in brilliant image^ of his attitude 
towards the difficulties of life. We may regard it 
as Nietzsche’s Pilgrinis Progress. The Genealogy 
of Morals (Zur Genealogie dev Moral, 1887), largely 
dealing with Christian and traditional morality, 
the ascetic ideal, and the analysis of the conscience, 
may be said to form the transition to the last group 
of Nietzsche’s writings. This group includes The 
Case of Wagner (Der Fall W agner, 1888), attack- 
ing Wagner’s music which he had in early life so 
enthusiasticall}' admired, The Tioilight of the Idols 
(Gdtzenddmmcrung, 1889), Nietzsche contra Wag- 
ner, and Antichrist (both first published in the 
collected edition of his works), while Ecce Homo, 


also written at the end of this period, was not 
published until 1903 ; it is tlie most egoistic, it 
might be said, arrogant, of all Nietzsche’s writings, 
but of much biographical value. The Will to 
Power ^ (Der Will zur Macht), remarkable but 
often imperfect and obscure fragments of what 
was meant to be an extensive and important work, 
was also published posthumouslj'. All these later 
writings after Zarathustra, and to some extent 
including Zarathustra, show a frequent tendency 
to self-assertion, unrestraint, over-emphasis, and 
extravagance— all of which are absent from the 
earlier writings— and they are chiefly responsible 
for the various common misunderstandings of 
Nietzsche’s attitude and opinions. In these last 
\vritings, brilliant as they may be, he too often 
forgot his o^vn wise saying that ‘ a spirit who is 
sure of himself speaks softly.’ It may be added 
that Nietzsche wote some notable poems (Gedichte 
und SpriicM) published in 1898, and also composed 
music, which has been variously judged. 

3. Place and influence. — (a) Nietzsche’s ideas 
and originality. — Nietzsche is frequently termed a 
philosopher, but, in the proper sense of that term, 
lie was something less and something more than a 
philosopher. He may have recognized this himself 
in his tendency to avoid the term ‘ philosophy ’ and 
to speak, in preference, of the ‘ re-valuation of 
values.’ Philosophy to him was simply a perpetual 
criticism of thought and life. Of coherent and 
consistent system he had almost nothing, much 
less even than Schopenhauer, from whom his own 
thinking started, so far as it was in any sense 
hUosophic, and one feels that the attraction of 
chopenhauer for him lay in the earlier master’s 
constant appeal to the concrete and practical prob- 
lems of living, in the beautv of his style, and in 
the fact that (as Nietzsche nas expressed it) the 
value of the stones he builded with is so much 
greater than that of the edifice itself. Nietzsche 
never completed any systematic statement of his 
phUosophical s^^stem, the book in which he pro- 
posed to do this. The Will to Power, remaining 
merely a series of fragments, comparable to his 
other books of the same period. Nor is it possible 
to arrange Nietzsche’s leading ideas into_ any 
harmonious whole. A. FouillSe, an accomplished 
philosophic thinker not altogether hostile to 
Nietzsche, has analyzed his conceptions at length 
with much care, and finds that they finally fall 
into a ‘ dust of antinomies ’ ; he denied authority 
and yet the Superman constituted an authority; 
he denied absolute truth and yet proclaimed the 
transvaluation of truth ; he affirmed egoism and 
yet presented a self-abnegating law of life ; he 
glorified the passions and yet declared the supreme 
necessity of austere self-discipline. Moreover, 
when we coldly investigate Nietzsche’s favourite 
and persistent conceptions, we can scarcelj' attri- 
bute to them any great fruitfulness, originality, or 
even precision. Let us, for instance, examine the 
conception of the Superman with which in popular 
opinion Nietzsche’s name is especially associated. 
He used the word Uebermensch first at the a"e of 
seventeen, applying it to Byron’s heroes, and later 
to Shakespeare’s ; as a more abstracted conception, 
it is probably due, as Brandes has suggested, to 
Kenan (a writer with whom he was notin sympathy), 
who, in 1871, in the discouragement caused by the 
Franco-Prussian War, tentatively put fonvard the 
view (in a dialogue called ‘ iteves ’ of his Dialogues 
philosophigues) that ‘ the goal of humanity is the 
production of great men^ for the domination of 
mankind ; Kenan had specially referred to Germany 
as offering the most favourable soil for this, as he 
regarded it, deplorable consummation. When 
Nietzsche began to use the term seriously, it was 
rarely or never biologically, ns denoting a higher 
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species developed in the Darwinian way, for he 
regarded Darwinism as an unproved hypothesis, 
though he accepted evolution and esteemed Darwin. 
He was acquainted with Galton’s work, and it is 
possible to use many of his sayings concerning the 
Superman in the eugenie sense, but it is difficult 
to say how far he so intended them and inmossible 
to regard him as a pioneer of eugenics. More and 
more, as he spoke of Supermen and deelared that 
‘ the goal of mankind is in its great Exemplars,’ 
he simply had in mind men of genius of the type 
of Ciesar, Napoleon, and Goethe. However vaguely 
suggestive in the mouth of the artist and the poet, 
the term ‘ Superman ’ was of no precise philosophic 
or scientific significance. Much the same may be 
said of another favourite conception of Nietzsche, 
that of ‘eternal recurrence.’ It came to him in 
1881, when he was planning Zarathustrn, and he 
regarded it as the fundamental underlying doctrine 
of that work, ‘ the highest formula of affirmation 
that can possibl;^ be achieved.’ It seems to have 
been a revivification of the old Pythagorean idea, 
stimulated by reading Helmholtz, Eiemann, and 
the earlier mitings of Wundt. It can scarcely be 
said, however, that Nietzsche made any fruitful 
use of this ancient and outworn formula, however 
suggestive he may personally have found it ; it is, 
indeed, an idea which, it has been said, seems to 
place man in the position of a squirrel in a cage, 
endlessly turning round himself. We may note 
that all Nietzsche’s persistently iterated formulas 
belong to the last ten years of his active life, when 
Ave may find reason to believe that his mental grip 
Avas no longer so close as before nor his insight so 
penetrating. It is not in such formulas that his 
originality lies, but rather in the personality of 
the man, in his direct and sincere attitude toAvards 
life and thought, his acutely sensitive receptivity 
to the influences of his time, and his intense energy 
in reacting to them vitally. 

(b) Sis ethical attitude. — It Avas inevitable that 
a man of this temper should sooner or later become 
profoundly interested in moral problems. In 
Nietzschep case this interest Avas rather late. His 
instinctive moral seriousness, that of the unspoilt 
‘ child of the hlanse,’ only gradually became self- 
conscious and agCTessive under the influence of his 
intellectual development. The Dawn of Day is 
the first of his thoroughly unconventional ethical 
Avritings, and it Avas only about this time that he 
began to call himself an ‘ immoralist.’ ‘ I like not 
those coquettish bugs,’ Nietzsche once Avrote, ‘ with 
an insatiable ambition to smell of the Infinite, 
until eventually the Infinite smells of them.’ It 
is an illuminating remark, and enables us to under- 
stand Avhy it is that many readers of Nietzsche 
have failed to realize that it Avas not the In- 
finite th.at he Avas assailing but merely the bugs. 
Nietzsche himself sometimes opened the path to 
misapprehension. He is not to be classed Avith the 
adepts of paradox, but the epithet ‘immoralist’ 
AA’as merely a paradoxical AVay of declaring his 
groAving alienation from the traditional morality 
of his time ; Ave must bear in mind the point on 
AA'hich he so often insisted, that every innovator in 
mora.ls, like Jesus and like Socrates, is regarded 
as ‘immoral.’ The ‘immoralist’ Avas intensely 
absorbed in questions of morality, and, not only 
so, but in actual practice, he Avas, from first to 
last, himself strictly moral, even in a rare degree, 
from_ the standpoint of the very morality, that of 
traditional Christianity, , Avhich in theory he con- 
demned. He fully accepted the foundations of 
morality, the binding nature of duty, the supre- 
macy of the Avill. Yet he Avas entirely opposed to 
what he considered the ‘Christian-democratic’ 
meals of selflessness, humility, renunciation, and 
the sacrifice of the strong to the Aveak. The clue 
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to the development of his moral conceptions lay in 
his own intensely sensitive and sympathetic nature, 
rendered hypersesthetic by the strain of his physical 
disorders. The ‘ hardness ’ Avhich he preached Avas 
the shield that he himself needed against the arroAvs 
of_ the Avorld. It Avas on this personal basis that 
Nietzsche’s restless intellect wrought concordant 
ethical conceptions and images. 

‘ My brother,’ wrote Frau Forster-Nietzsche, * was not at all 
suited to the role of a warrior “ whose paradise is in the shadow 
of his sword." He could fight an impersonal type, but when 
the tj-pe appeared embodied in a sensitive human form, he 
suffered from his own blows even more than the enemy he 
assailed. “ I was not made to hate,” he would saj-.’ 

When we come upon passages glorifying war in 
Zarathustra and the later AATitings (they are never 
found in the earlier books), Ave must read them in 
the light of Avhat Ave otherAAuse knoAv concerning 
Nietzsche’s attitude toAvards Avar. He had had 
actual experience of only one Avar (in 1870), and 
that had not only left in him an impression of 
horror, but had convinced him that the effects of 
Avar are disastrous even on the victors. He never 
advocated any particular war, least of all for the 
aggrandizement of Germany (he scoffed at the cry 
‘Deutschland fiber Allesl” and Avished to be a 
‘good European ’ rather than a good German) ; he 
disapproved of militarism and standing armies, 
and loathed the conception of the State Avhich it is 
the object of militarism to magnify. The idea of 
combat and Avar has, hoAveyer, ahvays been idealized 
in Germany, even by philosophers and moralists, 
and it is not unnatural that Nietzsche should have 
adopted it. The apostle of the most peaceable 
of religions exhorts the disciple to ‘fight the 
good fight,’ and Nietzsche, not unreasonably, be- 
lieved that struggle, self-discipline, and sufiering 
are necessary for moral development, in accord- 
ance Avith his favourite motto, ‘Virescit volnere 
virtue.’ 

These are the considerations that Ave must bear in 
mind Avhen reading some of Nietzsche’s utterances 
on sympathy and pity. It must be added that 
those utterances, especially when detached from 
his later and more extravagant Avritings, often 
present an altogether misleading vieAV of their 
Avriter’s attitude. To reach a saner vieAV a Avide 
and impartial collation of passages is necessary ; 
this has been carefully made by W. M. Salter 
(‘The Philosopher of “The Will to PoAver,” i. 
Nietzsche on Love and Pity,’H'/ xiii. [1914] 102 ff.), 
and shoAVs that Nietzsche, far from condemning 
pity per se, merely desires a revision of the things 
deserAung pity, and is prepared to expend pity on 
that pity Avhich fails to see the need of suffering 
and saciifice in life. 

At the same time, Avhile setting in a clear light 
the source and the nature of Nietzsche’s attitude 
towards current morals, Ave must not disguise the 
radical opposition presented in many respects by 
his OAvn moral ideas. Our morality, as Nietzsche 
saAv it, has been largely moulded by Christianity 
reinforced by modern democratic social develop- 
ments, and these influences have been predomi- 
nantly altruistic, subordinating the duties Avhich 
regard self to the duties Avhich regard others, and 
placing the interests of the whole nnconditionally 
over the interests of the indivudual. Noav Nietzsche, 
as Avitnessed by his ever growing admiration for 
the Romans, to Avhose temperament Stoicisni was 
so Avell adapted, Avas by his classical training a 
pagan, by his intellectual distinction an aristocrat, 
and by his fundamental genius an individualist, 
for whom morality Avas alAA’ays an individual matter 
to be achieved by combat, self-discipline, and pain. 
St. Bernard, it is true, used the same moral methods ; 
but, Avhile Bernard used them to impress on men 
that they are but sacks of dung and thp food of 
worms, Nietzsche would use them to train men in 
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. At the Council of Tours (May 1163) the point 
was debated at length ; hut it would appear that 
no formal decision was taken. It is of interest to 
note that the pontiff presiding at this Council was 
none other than Alexander irr., who, as we have 
mentioned, had some twenty years before, as a 
private doctor, maintained this very opinion. In 
the following year (1164) a great assembly of 
theologians was held at Sens, at which the pope 
was again present. Here he issued a prohibition 
against ‘ omnes tropos et indiseiplinatas quaestiones 
in theologia’ ; and he ordered the bishop of Paris 
to see that these discussions should cease. Again 
in 1170 (2nd June) he wrote to the bishops of 
Bourges, Rheims, Tours, and Rouen, commanding 
them not to permit the error ‘quod Christus 
secundum quod homo non est ahquid’ (Jafib, 
Regesta Pontijicum Bomanorum, Leipzig, 1888, 
11809). Another letter of the same year (18th 
May 1170), to the bishop of Paris, bids him con- 
voke his suffragans in order that a final stop should 
be put to the propagation of the opinion (Jaffd, 
11806). A still more important step was taken in 
1177. On 18th Feb. of that year the pope UTote a 
letter to William, archbishop of Rheims, in which 
the doctrine is condemned under pain of anathema 
(Corptis iuTns canonici; Dccr. Greq. v. 7. 7 ; 
Denzinger - Bannwart, Enchiridion^^, no. 393). 
There can be no doubt that the Eulogium of John 
of Cornwall contributed to bring about this result. 
That work, as J. de Ghellinck shows, appeared 
between 1175 and 1177 ; and it is a direct appeal 
to the pope to pronounce a definite condemnation. 
Among the controversial writings of the period it 
takes a high place, alike for the moderation of its 
tone and for its clear and ample demonstration 
that the doctrine which it attacks is altogether 
inconsistent with orthodox belief. It is, however, 
noteworthy that the author himself falls into error 
in supposing that the first and not the second of 
the views as to the Incarnation mentioned by 
Peter Lombard is that which expresses the re- 
vealed doctrine. 

The pope was now so convinced of the need of 
strong measures that at the Lateran Council of 
1 179 he proposed to procure the condemnation of 
Mhilianism by a formal conciliar decree. He was, 
however, deterred by the opposition of several of 
the cardinals and by the vigorous protests of 
Adam, bishop of St. Asaph (DNB i. 75). After 
this date the doctrine seems to have ceased to 
exercise any noticeable influence. 

Ltterattoe. — P etrus Lombardus, Sent. 5ii. 8, 10 {PL cxcil.) ; 
Rolandus Bandinelli, in A. M. Gietl, DU Sentenzen Rolands, 
FVeiburgr, 1S91; Petrus Pictaviensis, 5'ent. iv. 10 (Pi ccxi.); 
Thomas Aquinas, Comment, in Lib. Sent,, Parma, 1857, iii. 
vi., X. ; Johannes Comubiensis, Ritlogium ad Alex. III. (PL 
cxcix.); anon. Apologia de Verho Incamato (attributed by 
some to John of Cornwall) (Pi clxxvii.); Guaiterus de S. 
Victore, Contra Quatuor Labyrinthos Franeice {PL cxcix.), in 
C. D. d'Argentrd, ColUctio Judicioram de Dorns Erroribvs, 
Paris, 1728, i. 112; J. Bach, DU Doqmengeseh. des itittelalters 
. .'■•.> . c.. .-M, v^nna, 1873-76; C. J. von 

I ; ‘ . 1873-90, ed. H. Leclercq, 

-2) 074; E, Portalie, art. 

■ M. A. Vacant, Diction- 
noire de TMologU, i. (Pari^ 1903) 41S; J, de Ghellinck, ie 
Mouvement thlologiqut du XII. silcle, Paris, 1914. 

G. H. Joyce. 

NIHILISM.— See Anaechy, Socialism. 

NIHILISM (Buddhist). — Buddhism, as knov-n 
to the Brahman autliors, i.e. Buddhism of the 
Great Vehicle, has been strongly criticized by 
them as nihilistic (cf. vaindBJ:a). The extreme 
Veduntist (Sahi 
trine of illusion 
same crime and 
indictments are justified,' and there is no doubt 

I See T. .4ufrecht, Cat, of Sanskrit itSS Dibl, Dodleiance, 
Oxford, 1884, p. 14. 


kara’s school), who held the doc- 
{rnagavada), was charged with the 
stvleJ a pseudo-Buddhist.* Both 


that the ‘ absolute truth ’ {parninarthasatga) of the 
extreme Buddhist and of the extreme Vedantist is 
an unqualified negation of the world of appear- 
ances, a negation of existence [saihsdra). The 
two nihilisms--nihilistic nihilism of the Buddhists : 
there is nothing; and monistic nihilism of the 
Vedanta : there is being alone — difler so little that 
a book could be written illustrating the position of 
the Vedanta with phrases and stanzas boiTowed 
from Buddhist works {Gaudapadakurikd).^ The 
only difference between the two systems is that 
the Vedanta recognizes an unqualified being — in 
fact, its denial of existence has its source in its 
belief in being — whereas Buddhism, from the very 
beginning, had denied being and then went so far 
as to deny existence. It was very easy to make 
a place in Buddhism for the Vedantic affirmation, 
and some Buddhists did not fail to proclaim that 
voidness is the very nature and essence of things.® 
Voidness hitherto has been understood as their 
character, as it is said : ‘ Form (riipa) is void, 
because it is void or without any reality, not 
owing to Voidness. Thus was evolved a curious 
aspect of the pantheistic theory, very like Vedanta 
and probably largely indebted to it. 

But, to be fair, one must consider the problem 
from another point of 4'iew, and it will appear that 
neither Vedanta nor Buddhism is nihilistic. Like 
Sankara and May.avadin philosophers, the neo- 
Buddhist doctors of nihilism loudly claim to be 
firm supporters, and the only firm supporters, of 
morality, religion, realistic philosophy. Vkile 
they are proud of being Sunyatavfidin, they 
fiercely disclaim to be Nastika (see art. Matekial- 
ISM [Indian]) or Vainasika. 

They are very good when they criticize the 
position of their opponents, believers in reality. 
There is no life or existence if there is no change ; 
and there cannot be change if there is being. 
"What exists (sat) must be instantaneous (Tc^anika).* 
And the generation of instantaneous things in 
succession IS incomprehensible and impossible. 

But they were also well aware of the conspicuous 
target that their absolute (parainarthika) dogmas 
offered to their adversaries. Nrigftrjuna, tlmir 
chief, if not first, exponent, has put the objection 
in the plainest possible language.' The old 
Buddhist (Little Vehicle) is introduced to point 
out that, if everything is void, nothing will re- 
main of the old Jiuddhist fabric. The stone on 
which Buddhism is strongly built is the truth of 
suffering: Buddha taught a path leading to the 
deliverance from suffering, and the neo-Buddhist 
denies the existence, not only of the sufferer, as 
Buddha himself did, but of suUering too. Buddha 
contrasted existence (samsdra) and liberation from 
existence (nirvana), desire (kdeSa)^ and absence^ of 
desire (vyavaddna), while Nugarjuna maintains 
that beings are ‘in Nirvana’ (mrvrta) from the 
beginning. Buddha did not believe that there is 
an ego who practises the rules and follows the 
Path, but he was an indefatigable preacher of ‘act 
and fruit,’ while his modem disciple, Nugarjuna, 
the so-called ‘Buddha without marks ’ (alalc^ana), 
endeavours to show that act is void. 

The ansxver of Nagurjuna is to the point. To 
begin with, the cardinal principle of Buddha is 
that one must rely on truth — on reasoning. That 
is the refuge, not the authoritj' of any one. 
Where there is disagreement between the Biiddha’.s 
sayings and the dicta of reason, we have to look 

»Sce.rAAS, 1910, p. 129 n. , „ . 

3 See D. T. Suzuki, Outlines of ilahdydna Buddhism, 
London, 1007. . 

s Prajnapuramitd, passim (see A({ascUasrtla prajMpd. 
ramitd, BiU. Indiea, Cafeutfa, 1888). 

<Spc Sartadarlanasamgraha, tr. E. B. CowcU and A. K. 
Gouuh. London, 1882. 

» ilulamadhyamaka, p. 476 ff. 
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on these sayings as pronsionol — expressions for 
the convenience of hearers, not true expressions of 
Buddlia’s miud.^ So much for the charge of 
heresy. _ And it is evident tliat the old philosophy 
— ^negation of an ego, belief in the existence of 
dharmas {see Philosophy [Buddhist])— does not 
bear criticism {vichdra-asaha). All tlie common 
notions — cause, act, fruit, etc. — -whicli Buddha 
admitted so far, because his disciples were not ripe 
for the truth (*I do not disagree with the world’ 
[foX'ena sdrdham na vivaddim]), are contradictory. 
Isagarjuna is subtle — more subtle than solid — m 
finding ‘antinomies.’ The doctrine of voidness, 
therefore, is the true word of Buddha. 

It remains only to make sure that this un- 
qualified nihilism of the ‘pure reason’ does not 
weaken the old positions of Buddhism, does not 
‘ destroy ’ the common notions of over 3 ’day and of 
religious life. Buddhists and Indians do not 
object to any metaphysical theory, and one is 
often astonished at the marvellous freedom of 
their most orthodox writers. They have often 
been praised by Europeans for their so.called free 
thinking. But this treedom has its limits, and 
sometimes very narrow ones. In the present ease 
it is all-important for a Buddhist that the holy 
Path should remain safe. It is safe in the town of 
Voidness, and, to tell the truth, the Path can be 
followed only by a believer in voidness. 

The aim of the Path is deliverance from snflbr- 
ing ; f.c. deliverance from existence. The Path, 
therefore, is the suppression of desire. And, 
although the old Buddhists failed to realize this 
psychological fact, there cannot bo cessation of 
desire ns long as there remains in the mind any 
idea of pleasure, pain, or existence. The Buddhist 
of the Little Vehicle strives for liberation, witliout 
knowing that this very endeavour is framed with 
desire ; therefore the saint of the old pattern, the 
arhat, when he dies, has not really done what is to 
be done, has not practised the true brahmacharya, 
and he will live again. To bo qualified for libera- 
tion, one must know that there is neither samsdra 
nor nindna, neither Buddha, liberated, nor candi- 
date for liberation. 

We should rejoin that, if things are void of any 
real existence and like a dream, mirage, or magical 
creation, there cannot bo any order and con- 
sequence in the coming and going on of those 
things ; that, therefore, the means loading to 
liberation from desire arc of no avail. There is 
no reason why these dream-like illusions should 
not continue to deceive us. They are without 
cause ; therefore there is no means of stopping i 
them. But Niigiirjunn does not believe that void 
things are going on without order and con- | 
sequences : tlie various magical contrivances de- 

f end, as a matter of fact, on various formulro. ; 
t is true that causation, motion,_an_d knowledge 
do not support criticism ; but criticism does not 
destroy the indisputable fact that everything is 
happening as if there- were causation, motion, 
knowledge. Everything is absurd in the night- 
mare which we are dreaming ; but, while avo have 
first to know that this is an absurd nightmare, in 
order to obtain a reasonable sleep, wo Iiavo also to 
understand the rules that govern its processus. It 
is an absurd nightmare ; that is the absolute 
truth. It is going on because wo cling to it, 
because ive find pleasure in it, because wo are 
feeding it — absurd and unreal as it is — by absurd 
and unreal affections or dislikes ; such is the 
experimental truth. Niigarjuna does not ‘de- 
stroy ’ the experimental truth ; he emphasizes, on 
the contrary, this fundamental point that, unless 
we manage void and illusory things according to 
the rules that govern their processus, it will be 
I L. do la V0U60 Poussin, Jiouddhxsme, Paris, 1909, p. 180 0. 


impossible to reach the other side of illnsiun. 
This system may not bear criticism ; but it is 
nevertheless an honest and able attempt to cook 
the last fniit of nihilism — negation ot sullering 
and of liberation— evolved from the old nihilistio 
seed sown by Buddha himself, in the most orthodox 
juice (rasa) of the Good Law, the juice of sullering 
and liberation, 

Litkkaturk. — ^The chief nuthorillcs are NSgStjuna, .Vtifa- 
iiiiiifApamnin (Sibl. Buddkica, iv.), Petroprrad, IPIS, and 
Chandrnkirti, JfndApniimliu'afdm {ib. ix.), do, 1012, Mid tr. 
In Stusion, viii. [1907), £49, xi. [1910) 272, .xU. [1911) £.S5. Sec, 

1 furUior, PaiLOSorirr (Buddhist), Mahuyamaka, nnd .MaiiXyIsa, 
L. DK LA VALLfiK POUSSIN. 

NIMAVATS. — The Nimilvats are a Vaifuavito 
sect of considerable influence in the north of India. 
They are especially numerous in Bengal, in and 
around the liouio of their founder NimbSrka at 
Vpdfivnnn, neai- hlathurrv, in the hlonghyr dis- 
trict in the north of the province. His lather’s 
name is given ns JagannJitlia ; and, according to 
some authorities, ho spent n considorablo part of 
his life in Bollary, in the province of hladras. 
Ninibarka is said to hai’e derived his name from a 
miracle which ho performed on tlie occasion of the 
unexpect ed apjiearauco of a BairSgin ascetic at his 
house late in the evening, demanding food. His 
visitor was under a vow not to eat after sundoivn. 
Nimb.arka, therefore, not to fail in hospitality, 
caught the sun in a nhn-ttco, and delayed its 
setting until his guest had satisfied his hunger. 
The founder is believed to have been an incarnation 
ot the sun-god, or of Sudar^ana, the discus of 
Vi^nu or K):?na, itself a solar symbol ; and the 
min-trco is univomally associated with solar wor- 
ship. His date has not boon certainly dotorminod ; 
probabl}’ ho lived nnd taught in the early pai-t of 
tlie 12th cent. ; and by some lie has been identified 
with Bhriskaifiohllrya, who at that time studied 
and wrote on mathoiuntics and astronomy.* 

The community or sect founded by Nimbiirka is 
knonm os the Sanaka or Sanakadi-samprndIVya, 
the latter term denoting the organized system or 
‘ church ’ of Sanaka and his successors. Sanaka is 
described as the predecessor of Nimhnrka in the 
second generation of teachers, and the inspired 
source of the knowledge which had been comimmi- 
catod to him innnediately by the ‘divine lord’ 
(Bhagavat). The members of the community 
direct their chief Avorship to Kr^na and his sjiouso 
Rfidha. Thoj' hear on the forehead ns a caste- 
mark tAvo perjicndicular lines of Avhito clay (gopl- 
chandaiia) Avith a conttal black spot, and carry 
a rosary and necklace of the sacred tulasl Avood. 
Many of them are Avandcring snnnydsius ; others 
marry nnd fulfil the duties of ordinary citizens nnd 
householders. 

Nimbfirka AAToto a commentaiy on the Brahma- 
siltras, Avhieh in its turn formed the text of com- 
mentaries by his followers and successors. A 
knoAvledge of the doctrines Avhicli ho taught, hoAv- 
ever, is obtained chieily from a brief dogmatic 
treatise of Avhich he Avas the author, known as the 
S{ddhdntarai7ia, or Daiailoki, consisting of ten 
stanzas, Avhenco the latter name is derived. His 
teaching Avas based upon that of Brunilnuja, from 
Avhom ho Avas not far removed in time, Avhich ho ex- 
tended and developed in the direction of assigning a 
quasi-indopondont position to the individual soul 
Qiva) nnd to the inanimate universe. This qualified 
individualism, hoAvoA'cr, is not to bo understood as 
though these tAvo can or do maintain an existence 
distinct or separate from Brahma. They are 
essentially nnd permanently one Avith that Avhich is 
all and in all. The system of Nimbrirka, therefore, 
secures in form at least the monistic position. 

1 C. M. Duff, The Chronology of India, Ijondon, 1809, 11 . 189, 
^vith references ; Slonlcr-Willlums, i?r<v*r«anim aneZ 
p. 140 f. 
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Jiva and the world are distinct from Brahma only 
in the sense that they are developed or evolved 
from his qualities, force, or iakti, so as to constitute 
the universe of animate and inanimate forms. 
Thej’ exist in him in a subtle {siiksma) guise, -which 
in the world of phenomena takes on a gross [sthnla) 
body, yet remaining essentially united to liim, 
with no detached being or life. Nimbarka’s teach- 
ing, therefore, combines a modified pluralism with 
the Vedantic monism. Equally also -vvith Ramanuja 
he emphasized the importance and need of bhakti. 
The grace of Brahma is for all who are in need and 
who seek him with devotion and faith. This is the 
only way of salvation by submission to the will of 
Krsna, and trust in his mercy ; at the feet of the 
one god all should offer worship and devotion, and 
thus alone can they obtain deliverance from dis- 
tress and the darkness of ignorance and sin. 

Like other Indian teachers, Nimbarka distin- 
guished two classes of souls : those already emanci- 
pated and those yet in bondage. For the devotee 
who sought emancipation it was essential to obtain 
a knowledge of five things : (1) the nature of the 
object of worship, defined as sachchidananda, 
‘ reality,’ ‘ thought,’ ‘ bliss ’ ; (2) the nature of the 
worshipper; (3) the results to be anticipated of 
the divine grace, explained as devotion, self-sur- 
render, supreme afiection, etc. ; (4) the bliss pro- 
duced ^ true bhakti ; (5) hindrances to union with 
God. Lnstances of the last are idolatrous worship, 
disregard of the divine commands, etc. Inanimate 
objects also are of three kinds : (1) those that owe 
their origin to praki^ti ; (2) those that do not 
originate from prakfti ; (3) time. The jlva finds 
its true nature and destiny when by the grace of 
God the hold of prakrti is relaxed, and final and 
complete separation achieved. 

Thus the followers of Nimbarka have inherited 
and maintain theoretically a doctrine of com- 
promise, to satisfy, on the one hand, the evidence 
or apparent evidence of the reality of the visible 
universe and of the individual soul, and, on the 
other, not entirely to break with the Vedantic 
doctrine of absolute unity {advaita). Of the 
history of the sect since its foundation little or 
nothing is kncwn. Its members are said to have 
suflTerea much persecution at the hands of the 
Jains and others, and at one time the sect almost 
ceased to exist. No effort seems to be made to 
propagate their distinctive teaching, nor are they 
actively hostile to other forms of belief. 

Literatcre. — M. Monier - Williams, Brahmanism and 
Bindhism*, Iiomion, 1891, p. W. Crooke, PR i. 61.; 

R. H. Bhandarkar, Vaifxmvism, Saivism and minor religious 
Sgstems ( = GIAP iii. 6), Strassbur^, 1013, pp. 62-66., 1601.; 
A. S. Geden, Studies in the Religions of the East, London, 
1913, p. 3331. Seo also art. Bharti-mXroa, vol. ii. p. 645. 

A. S. Geden. 

NINOMIYA SONTOKU. — I. Life.— Nino- 
miya Sontoku, the peasant sage of Japan, was 
bom near Odawara in 1787, and died in 1856. 
Wlien he was twelve years of age, his father died, 
leaving him to support the family. He had little 
opportunity for study, but so intense was bis thirst 
for knowledge that he carried his Confucian 
Classics wherever he -went, and would read as he 
walked, or would keep his book open near him as 
be worked, that he might catch frequent glimpses 
of its pages. When he was sixteen years of age, 
his mother died, and tlie family -was broken up. 
Ninomiya went to live with his uncle Mampei, a 
sordid old man, Avho gredged him the oil he used 
when poring over his books at night. So the boy- 
found a tract of deserted land, and planted it with 
rice-plants which the famiers had discarded. Thus 
he w.as able to supply his own oil for study. Even 
this did not appease his uncle, who considered study 
a shameful -ivnste of time and oil, so he strictly for- 
bade him to study at night. Then Ninomiya rose 


as soon as the day began to da-wn, and pursued his 
studies before his uncle was awake. For lack of 
paper and ink he practised -writing in the sand. 
He continued to cultivate his tract of waste land, 
saving the money each year until he was able to 
redeem his father’s estate. These early experiences 
proved to be stepping-stones to his great life- 
work. 

A man named Hattori, a clansman of the lord 
of Odawara, hearing how Ninomiya had redeemed 
his father’s estate, and being himself in great 
financial difficulties, urged Ninomiya again and 
again to come and help him to save his estate. 
Fmally Ninomiya yielded, on condition that Hat- 
tori should strictly follow directions. The family 
were not allowed to wear silk or to indulge in any 
needless luxury. He made them live so -well 
-within their means that each year there was a 
surplus. The result was that in five years pros- 
perity was restored to the estate of Hattori. Not 
only were all debts paid, but there -fl’as money in 
I hand, which Hattori oll'ered to Ninomiya. Nino- 
miya refused any reward for himself, but di-vided 
a portion among the servants who had been his 
loyal helpers. 

The next appeal for help came from the lord 
of Odawara, wno had heard of the great good 
accomplished on his clansman Hattori’s estate. 
Sakuramachi, in Shimotsuke province, was once 
very prosperous, producing 20,000 bushels of rice 
annually and supporting over 400 homes. It had 
gradually declined until it produced less than 
4000 bushels of rice, and the people were corre- 
spondingly degraded. 

Ninomiya first made a thorough examination of 
existing conditions. Then, to the lord of Odawara’s 
surprise, he refused all offers of money to carry on 
the work. His plan was to make the people work 
out their own redemption. He_ himself sold out 
all that he had, and went with hie family to reside 
in Sakuramachi. The first few years brought little 
but discouragement. All his efforts seemed un- 
availing. Indolence, gambling, drunkenness, and 
vice continued to flourish. Suddenly Ninomiya 
disappeared, and the people, alarmed lest he had 
deserted their cause, made a search for him, and 
found him at the Narita temple, -n’here he had 
spent twenty-one days in fasting and prayers for 
his people. They -were so impressed by his devo- 
tion and self-sacrifice that they promised him their 
diligent support if he would but return to their 
village. During the next five years unprecedented 
prosperity crowned their efforts. At the end of 
that time, when the famine of the seventh year 
of the Tempo era (1836) occurred, the people^ of 
Sakuramachi were able to assist the neighbouring 
districts with food and money. The storehouses 
-were opened, and from Marcn to May they fed 
over 40,000 persons. In addition Ninomiya loaned 
about S3000 to the people without interest. 

After the death of the lord of Odawara he was 
employed by the Tokugawa government in A.D. 
1842. It was his custom to begin his work in the 
most promising -village or district and gradually to 
work out from there. He praised and encouraged 
the industrious ones, and patiently taught the 
unworthy. "Wherever he ivent, he preached the 
duty of man, emphasizing filial piety, honesty, 
righteousness, and brotherly love. He gave homes 
to the homeless, loaned money without interest to 
those who were in debt, advising them to write the 
amount of their indebtedness above their god-shelf, 
that they might be reminded of it daily m they 
performed their devotions. He supplied farm 
implements until the people were able to buy for 
themselves, and taught by example and precept 
the importance and dignity of lionest toil and 
mutual helpfulness. Thus he spent hLs life, until 
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he was over seventy years of age, bringing hope 
and cheer to the people of Japan. 

2 . Teaching. — Ninomiya’s teaching centred 
in the idea of gratitude to heaven, earth, and 
man for blessings received — to heaven for the light 
of the sun and moon, for growth and decay ; to 
earth for the trees, grain, birds, animals, and fish ; 
to man for his various offices and labours. Hence 
the first principle of conduct is to make suitable 
return for these blessings. The manner in which 
such return can be made is set forth in Ninomiya’s 
teaching known as ‘ Hotoku.’ 

The society of ‘Hotoku’ was organized by his 
disciples. The members of the society are expected 
to conduct their lives in such a way as to bring 
prosperity to themselves and to their country. 
By their conduct they must show their gratitude 
for all the blessings that they have received from 
the gods, the emperor, and their ancestors. They 
must be industrious, and live so within their in- 
come that they will have a surplus, which may be 
used to develop waste places or new industries. 

‘ Hotoku’ is not a religion, but it tries to put the 
best elements in Shintoism, _ Confucianism, and 
Buddhism into practice, laying great stress on 
national spirit. 

The society has two funds : one is made up of 
voluntary oSerings from the members, known as 
‘ foundation money,’ and may be used for current 
expenses, public works, encouraging new industries, 
relieving distress, or rewarding good deeds ; the 
second is made up of the surplus funds of the 
members, known as ‘good seed money.’ This 
fund may be loaned to the members or to other 
worthy persons without interest, on a vote of the 
society. Ninomiya condemned the taking of in- 
terest, because heaven does not demand interest 
on her blessings. The borrower is expected to 
return the loan in ten annual payments, and then 
in the eleventh year to bring an extra payment as 
a thank-offering for the benefits which he has 
received from the society. 

The central idea of Ninomiya’s method was to 
have a yearly surplus. He said that it was in 
that way that the earliest ancestors of Japan 
opened up the country and redeemed waste places. 
The same method would reclaim any number of 
deserted plains, and rescue any number of people 
from poverty. He u:med this method upon the 
feudal lords of the Tokugawa age when they 
became financially embarrassed, and, even when 
they enjoyed prosperity, he still urged them to lay 
by something either to help the poor or against a 
time of famine. 

He regarded self-sacrifice as a fundamental 
virtue, Muthout which peace and prosperity were 
impossible. He used to say to young men : 

‘ H you wish to Buooeed you must unselfishly serve men. I 
have learned from experience that seU-sacriflce is essential to 
success. Svhen I was a poor hoy, 1 owned but one spade. One 
day it broke and I was greatly embarrassed. I tried to borrow 
a spade from an old man who lived next door, but, as he had 
need for it in his own garden, I ottered to do his work for him. 
When I had finished digging and planting his garden, he gladly 
gave me the spade and smd I was very welcome to use anytliing 
he had. You young men do not need to spend your mornings 
in bed ; rise early and find something, however small, to do for 
some one else. Some may not appreciate your act of kindness, 
others may thank you profusely, while others may offer you 
some slight reward. Is matters not how they receive It ; your 
responsibility is to give yourselves to others.' 

Ninomiya condemned the spirit of revenge. He 
said that lyeyasu, the first of the Tokugawa 
Shoguns, being born in a warlike time, admired 
the spirit of revenge, but a great Buddhist priest 
taught him a better way, by emphasizing the 
beauties of benevolence. Prom that time the 
great lyeyasu discountenanced revenue. Ninomiya 
thought that all Japanese should learn to love 
benevolence. Eevence leads to revenge without 


limit. If it were encouraged, the world would 
become a scene of bloodshed and murder. It is 
the duty of the government to administer justice, 
and punish the guilty. 

_ He taught that good and evil are relative terms, 
like far and near. The difierence between far and 
near depends entirely upon your standpoint. So 
with good and evil ; nothing is absolutely good or 
absolutely evil. Man deplores waste places; the 
bear and the deer rejoice in them. The thief 
thinks it good to steal ; the government condemns 
it. Happiness and misery always go hand in hand. 
Water under control is a blessing ; uncontrolled, 
it brings floods and misery. The hunters’ joy is 
the sorrow of the birds and animals. 

3. Religion. — Ninomiya favoured no one religious 
sect, but was liberal towards all. He thought 
that, just as one may reach the summit of Mt. 
Fuji by many different paths, so men may reach 
truth through any of the various sects of religion. 
Shintoism is useful for opening up the country, 
Confucianism for governing the country. Bud- 
dhism for giving peace of mind. He descrilied his 
own teaching as a medicine tablet in which he had 
thoroughly mixed two parts Shintoism, one part 
Confucianism, and one part Buddhism. They need 
to be well mixed to be effective. His sacred book 
was the unwritten hook of nature. He disliked 
priests because they were consumers rather than 
producers. Yet he was very religious. He used 
to say : ‘ Without sound, without odour, heaven 
and earth repeat over and over the unwritten 
sacred hook.’ To read this hook you must close 
the physical eye and open the spiritual eye. There 
may be errors in the written sacred books, but never 
in nature’s book. If the mitten hook did not agree 
with nature’s book, he rejected it. 

4. Conclusion. — Ninomiya was not merely an 
economist, although his work was largely connected 
with the accumulation of wealth. In his report 
concerning the district round lake Imha he advo- 
cated a reformation of the ethical and moral con- 
ditions of the people as of more importance than 
the mere improvement of their material environ- 
ment. He reported that it was impossible to 
employ them on any government enterprise unless 
their spiritual natures were reformed. Even if 
their district became wealthy, the moral ideals of 
the people were such that wealth would only 
increase their vice and sensuality. If their moral 
natures were reformed, wealth would he a blessing 
and not a curse to them. Again, when he was 
appointed to his last great work, he sighed and 
said ; ‘ My intention is to refine human kind rather 
than to restore deserted places, hut now I am 
again ordered to do the latter.’ These references 
are sufficient to show that Ninomiya placed moral 
teaching first, and the development of wealth 
second. He used to say : ‘ If we could only develop 
the deserted places in human minds, we could then 
let the deserted fields look out for themselves.’ 

Literature. — ^Tadasn Yoshimoto, A Peasant Sage of Japan, 
tr. from Hotoku-Ki, London, 1012 ; R. C. Armstrong', Jvst 
Before the Datm (The lAfe and Work of Ninomiya Sontokai), 
New York, 1012 ; Kanzo Uchimnra, art. in Representative 
Men of Japan, Tokyo, 1008; R. C. Armstrong, art. in TASJ, 
vol. xxxviii. [iOlO] pt. ii. ; Takayoshi Tomida, Uotoku-Ki 
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eveninj: addresses) (Jap.), Shizuoka, 1S87 ; A Study of Nino- 
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NIRMALAS. — The Nirmala Sadhus, or ‘ pure 
saints,’ are a Sikh order which was bitterly opposed 
to that of the Akalis. They are said not to under- 
go any rite of purification, but merely to receive 
the amrit like other Sikhs when they become 
Singhs. They originated, like the Akalla, in the 
time of Guru Govind Singh, but the history of their 
foundation is obscure. 


376 


NIBVANA 


According to one stoiy, a water-carrier was seized by the 
Gnru’s soldiers for supplying their enemies with water during a 
battle, but the Guru declared him ‘ stainless ' (ntrTnafd) This 
account, however, undoubtedly arose out of a confusion 
between this order and the Sewapanthis. According to the 
Panth Prakdsh (Amritsar, 1892, p. 855), the Nirmalas origi- 
nated thus: Guru Govind Singh invitea a Brahman to come 
from Benares to teach the Sikhs, his disciples, Sanskrit, but he 
deciined the invitation, saying that none but Brahmans were 
entitled to leam Sanskrit or the Vedas, and pointing out that 
many of the Sikhs were artizans or even menials by caste. To 
this the Guru rejoined that the Sikhs would become more 
erudite than the Brahmans, and that the latter would one day 
be ^lad to leam from the Sikhs. He also sent many of his 
disciples to leam Sanskrit. They wore the saffron garment of 
the sddhu, and translated many Sanskrit works into the vulgar 
tongue. These people were styled Nirmalas by the Guru. 
Another story is that once the GurQ asked his Sikhs to cook 
hard parshdd (sweet-meat eaten in communion), and they all 
obeyed him except thirteen, who kept their seats. These were 
called Nirmalas, as they had discarded the things of this world 
(from nivirt, ‘renunciation’). A third tradition is that once 
after a hard-foujrht fight the Guru and his companions went 
to rest, but at midnight he arose to see if any were awake in 
meditation. Those whom he found keeping vigil in spite of 
their fatigue he called Nirmalas. 

The precise derivation of thename is obscure. The 
Yo^s practise a rite called nivali, or niuli (physical 
punfication by purging) as a preliminary to the 
rite of yoga (draiving in the breath) properly so 
called, and the term NLrmala may be derived from 
this practice. 

At first the Nirmalas took the pahul and wore 
white raiment, but they have adhered to the study 
of the orthodox Hindu scriptures and thereby lost 
touch ivith Sikhism. They now wear the ordinary- 
saffron robes of the Indian faqir, possibly to facili- 
tate begging, which they profess to avoid, as they 
claim to subsist on offerings voluntarily made. All 
Nirmalas are kesh-dhun, i.e., they wear the hes of 
the true Sikh or Singh, 

The Nirmalas form a well-disciplined and highly 
respected organization. Each monastery is under 
a guru, while a council or committee periodically 
visits their societies throughout the Province. 
Almost always celibate, they bear a far higher 
reputation for morality than most of the other 
religious orders in the Panjab. Their principal 
akhara is at Hardwar, but they also have founda- 
tions at Amritsar and elsewhere in the Panjab. 

H. A. ItosE. 

NIRVANA. — Nirvdtui, etymologically ‘ blowing 
out,’ ‘cooling,’' or moksa (y.u.), ‘deliverance,’ is 
the central idea of the teaching of Sakyamuni and 
the raison d’etre of Buddhism. 

‘As the vast ocean, 0 disciples, is impregnated with one 
flavour, the flavour of salt, so also, my disciples, this law and 
discipline is impregnated with but one flavour, with the taste 
of deliverance’ (CAidlaroppa, ix. i. 4). 

It was in order to lead his fellow-creatures to nirvana 
that Sakyamuni preached the True Law ; it is in 
order to reach nirvana that monks and nuns for- 
sake the duties of secular life, become strangers to 
the society of the family, both the dead and the 
living, which assembles around the domestic fire, 
and devote themselves to the practices of an ascesis 
which has one ‘flavour,’ the flavour of nirvana. 

It seems, therefore, that we should be amply 
provided vnth definitions of nirvana, and that 
there should be no doubt as to the actual meaning 
of the word. As a matter of fact, the present 
witer believes that we know what nirvana is as 
well as the Buddhists themselves did, and it is not 
our fault if we are not able to give an unambigu- 
ous statement. The Buddhist felt satisfied with a 
description which does not satisfy us, because, 
whereas we have been for centuries trained to 
make our ideas clear, this was not the case ■\\'ith 
the Indians ; and also because we look at the 
Buddhist doctrines from the outside, without in 
the least believing in them : whereas nirvana is 

1 On the various meanings of nirvdti. nirrapn, see Senart, 
•Nirvipa,’ In AUmm Kern, p. 101 (‘extinction.’ ‘disappear- 
ance,’ ‘becoming cool,’ ‘refreshment.’ ‘comfort’ [nirrrd], 
' repose,’ ‘ serenity ’ [AinfiJ). 


for ns a mere object of archfeological interest, it is 
for Buddhists of paramount practical importance. 
Our business is to study what nirrana: may be; the 
business of a Buddhist is to reach nirvana — a very 
different thing. 

1. Nirvana as a negative conception. — ^The idea 
of nirvana cherished by the Buddhists is chiefly 
a negative one. They know what existence is. 
They know that existence is sufiering — every 
existence, even the happy life of the gods, because 
the gods are to die ana to be reborn ; every exist- 
ence, even the almost endless dreamy meditation 
of the beings living in the ‘ realm of neither notion 
nor no notion’ (see art. Cosmogony [Buddhist]). 
And they think that there is an exit, an end to 
the ever-recurring birth and death ; there is an 
‘ extinction ’ of the everywhere and always miser- 
able consciousness ; there is a nirvana, deliverance 
from existence ; and that is, indeed, enough. We 
must admit that the prospect of an endless migra- 
tion from world to world, from hell and animal 
birth to hell and animal birth, is an appalling one, 
although we fail to realize fully its appalling 
character because we are not disposed to share it. 
But it is fairly evident that, at the time of Sukya- 
muni, many men were tired of existence.' They 
had learned to despise the trivial and unstable 
joys of life, and taken so gloomy a view of the 
universe that deliverance — unqualified deliverance 
— ^seemed to them a goal for which it is worth while 
to strive. This negative definition does not appeal 
to the most innate needs of our mind and heart — 
and that is the reason why nirvana has been so 
often misunderstood ; but the first duty of a his- 
torian of religion is to admit that some ‘ states of 
mind’ may be human although they are not 
European or modem. 

2. Nirvana as a happy state. — While we believe 
that we are right on this point— namely, that some 
Indians were deeply pessimistic and that this 
pessimism culminated in the Buddhist ideal of an 
unqualified deliverance — it is not difficult to under- 
stand how this wan and cold ideal received the 
tinge of the warmest colours of confidence and hope. 
There is an enormous mass of texts which represent 
nirvana as a happy state.® Every phrase that 
the Brahmans use to describe the fortunate merg- 
ing of the individual self into the absolute and 
■universal self is or may be -ased by the Buddhists 
to describe the deliverance. Nirvaiia is the 
farther shore (para), the island (dvipa), the endless 
(atyanta), the immortal (ampta), the immortal 
state (ampta pada), the summum honum (nailii- 
reyasa). It is better than any existence, however 
pleasant. Sakyamuni, who discovered the path to 
it, felt obliged, out of love for mankind, to preach 
his discovery. Nothing can surpass the joy of the 
monk when he realizes that he ivill reach nirvana; 
the Dhammapada and the ‘ Psalms of the Elders 
and the Nuns’ (Theragatha, Therngaiha)^ give 
eloquent eridence of the deep joy and thrilling 
hope with which nirvana was looked upon. It is 
difficult to find in the' BrShmanic literature, or 

1 E. J. Thomas, Buddhist Scriptures (‘IVisdom of the East’ 
sen), Iiondon, 1913, p. 20, strongly remarks that ‘ it is some- 
times unintelligcntly said that continued rebirth Is a dreary 
doctrine. But it does not necessarily mean rebirth upon earth.’ 
To read certain books it seems that India was, as it were, 
hallucinated by the idea of rebirth and death, whereas the 
Indian literature gives us a quite different image of Indian life. 
So far right. But we are concerned with the Buddhists, i.e, 
with the monks, with ‘ spiritual ’ men, who did really despise 
the paradisiac as well as human pleasures. Common religious 
people dreamed of paradises as they do to-day. Many more 
■ i" live, given to pleasure 

I ■ ■ ■ ■ ' a. 

. ■■■■,■ ‘earthly nferdon’ (see 

below, 5 4 ). But are such terms as ampta compatible with 
this opinion? . . „ , 

a See the tr. of C. A. F. Rhys Davids, Psalms of the t.arlp 
Buddhists, London, 1900-13, i, and il., csp. introd. to voL 1. 
p. xxxvii. 
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even in the Vpanisads, feelings so fervid and en- 
thusiastic. 

It may he said that such feelings draw their 
strength and their import from mysticism and 
religious exaltation ; and we must agree that there 
is little doctrinal speculation in them. Neverthe- 
less the fact remains that Buddhists spoke of 
nirvana as a firm believer in happiness after death 
would speak of paradise; and this fact is an 
important point in the description of what the 
Buddhist thought of nirvana. 

3. Doctrinal statements. — ^When we turn to 
doctrinal statements, we are confronted with two 
or possibly three opinions : (1) deliverance is pure 
and simple annihilation ; (2) — ^which will not prove 
tenable — nirvana is some inconceivable existence ; 
(3) Sakyamuni has refused, in so many words, to 
state whether deliverance is annihilation or not. 

(1) There are texts which suggest that deliver- 
ance is annihilation — e.g., the narrative of the 
death of Sakyamuni : 

‘ As the extinction ot a flame 
Even so was his mind’s release ’ ; 1 

but simDes are, as a rule, misleading, and the 
simile of fire that perishes when the fuel is con- 
sumed is used in the Mahdhhdrata, where annihila- 
tion is out of the question.® 

We have here in view the whole fabric of the 
speculative texts, the texts which force upon us 
the identification of deliverance with annihilation, 
because they do not leave room for any other 
surmise. These texts are very numerous and free 
from any loophole for doubt. They provide us 
with a scientific description of man, and teach 
that there is nothing permanent in him. As a 
matter of fact, there is no ‘man’ or ‘being’ 
{pumsa, mttva), ‘soul’ (atman), or ‘person’ 
(pudgala) ; such expressions are mere names for a 
complex of elements {skandhas), some corporeal, 
some spiritual, which are dissolved at death.® If 
the causes — actions to be rewarded in some other 
life (see art. Karma)— remain that give to the 
dying consciousness the power of creating, in 
some embryo, a new consciousness that continues 
the first one and enjoys the fruits of previous lives, 
there is no cessation of existence, there is no 
annihilation. If, however, these causes are want- 
ing — and they are wanting in the case of a saint, 
who has destroyed desire and burned act — the con- 
sciousness is blown out as the flame of a lamp, 
and that is nirvana, i.e. the end of life, of conscious- 
ness, and of suffering. All the mystic or psycho- 
logical data — all idea of a transcendent self, of an 
immanent absolute— that could give any support 
to a conception of survival of whatever kind, 
ersonal or impersonal, have been sedulously 
estroyed by Buadhist philosophy. 

Here we must eonfess, however, that this 
identification, ‘ nirvana = annihilation,’ is not one 
of the ‘primordial’ doctrines of Buddhism. _ The 
doctrine of annihilation, was not an ‘ original 
purpose’; it was a result. That is to say, 
Sakyamuni (or the Church) did_ not start ■with 
such an idea of deliverance ; this idea has been 
forced upon him (or upon them) because he has 
been rash enough to deny the existence of a soul. 

lOigha, ii. 1st (ct SutlanipSta, 235), tr. K J. Thomas, 
Buddhist Seriptures, p. 116 ; ol. Bhvs Davids, Dialogues of the 
Buddha, Oxford, 1899-1910, ii. 176; the Sanskrit version, 
lladhijamakavTtti (Bill. Buddhica, iv., Petrograd, 1913), p. 
624, with an interesting discussion on nirvana conceived ns 
something real (bhtwa}. 

2 xii. 643 ; SBE viii.s [1898] 247. 

s Thomas, p. 9: ‘The self is compound and hence imperma- 
nent. When the Individual is analysed into body and mind with 
its qualities and functions, what is there remaining behind 7 The 
soul, atman, said the Vcdantin, that permanent entity which is 
in reality identiciil with the absolute and eternal Brahma. 
But the Buddhist answer was that there is nothing remaining. 
The elements ol the seif are the self, just as the parts of the 
chariot are the chariot,’ 


We shall see that, according to some evidences, 
Sakyamuni did his best to avoid this ‘ result,’ and 
even objected to a definite statement of it. But, 
when certain premisses are accepted, conclusions 
foUow with the fatality of destiny. Tarka ( ‘ logic ’) 
is indeed a most dangerous auxiliary of religious 
thought. 

(2) There is a text, dressed in scholastic garb 
and therefore the more authoritative, which would 
lead us to suggest that nirvarta is, in the words of 
H. Oldenberg, ‘ an existence that is beyond reason 
and conception.’ ' 

‘At this time, a monk called Yamaka has adopted the follow- 
ing wicked heresy : “ I understand the doctrine taught by 
Bhagavat to be this, that a monk who is free from the depravi- 
ties (asara) when his body dissolves, is annihiiated ; that he 
perishes ; that he does not exist beyond death.” ’ 

If it is a wicked heresy {pSpakd ditthi) to hold 
that the dead saint has perished, the obvious infer- 
ence is that he continues 'to exist. But let us see 
the sequel. 

Sariputra, the disciple full of wisdom, endeavours 
to save Yamaka from this wrong view. Yamaka 
feels obliged to admit that a saint, a liidng saint, 
is neither identical with the bodily form, with the 
sensations — in a word, with the skandhas that are 
the constituents of what the common people style 
^ individual or a person — ^nor, on ^e other hand, 
is he different from them. And Sariputra con- 
cludes, in the words of Oldenberg : 

‘Thus then, friend Yamaka, even here in this world the 
saint is not to be apprehended by thee in truth. Hast thou, 
therefore, a right to speak, saying : " I understand the 
doctrine taught by Bhagavat to be this, that a saint . . . does 
not exist beyond death ’ 

Hence the conclusion : 

‘One who clearly and indefinitely renounced an everlasting 
future would speak in another strain : behind the veil of 
mystery there lies the longing lor escape from opposing reason, 
which declines to admit the conceivableness of everlasting 
existence, the hope for an existence which is beyond reason 
and conception.' 

But, if it is heresy to maintain that a saint (an 
arhat or a tathdgata) perishes at death and does 
not exist beyond death, the obvious reason, stated 
by Sariputra, is that an ‘ indmdual ’ or a ‘ person ’ 
is a mere Hre dc raison which does not perish 
because it does not exist. As Sariputra tells 
Yamaka, the living saint is neither identical with 
the skandhas nor different from them. If he were 
the body, etc., he would of course exist and would 
also be subject to annihilation when the body dis- 
solves. If he were different from the body, etc., 
he would be eternal ; but he is not different from 
them, because, when we speak of somebody as 
being a man or a saint, the only reality of which 
we are speaking is the group of skandhas. All 
Buddha’s teaching is to make clear that the body, 
etc., are the only things that exist and that may 
be spoken of.® 

The Yamaka -Sariputra dialogue, therefore, 
cannot be understood as a veiled positive answer 
to the question of survival. It means that such 
questions are devoid of any actual meaning, and 
can be dreamt of only by foolish people who have 
not learned the first lesson of Buddha, that there 
is no soul.® 

But what about the phrase which we have 
italicized above: ‘apprehended in truth ’?^ The 
present writer is of opmion that the passage must 

1 Satliputta, iii. 109 ; cf. H. 0. Warren, Buddhism in Transla- 
tionSf Cambridge, Mass., 1900, p. 1S8; Oldenberg, Buddha^, tr. 
Hoey, p. 2823, tr. Fouchcr, p. 279, 

2 Of,, e.g., Saihyutlat iv. 374: *Tcna rilpexia tathagatam 
paflndpayamano paflndpeppa tadx ritpam paAinam.* For 
another exegesis ot the phrases, ‘neither Identical . . . nor 
different,* see below, p. 378‘. 

3 See the end of the dialogue, and the concluding words of 
Yamaka : * Henceforth, when I shall be asked whether a saint 
perishes at death or not, I shall answer: body is perishable 
\r\ipam anichcham . , .).* 

* diithe ta d^amme sachchato (aihato anupalabhxpamCino, 
Fr. tr,, p. 279: ‘le Parfait ne peutCtre compris en T^ritd et 
en essence par toi.' 
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be translated ; ‘ the saint is not found by thee to 
be something real,’ or, in the words of Warren, 
'considering now that you fail to make out and 
establish the existence of the saint in the present 
life.’ The use of the expression na upalabhyate in 
later Buddhism (Madhyamika school) has been 
known for a long time; also the logical use of 
the anujjalabdhi to establish the non-existence of 
something somewhere; and we have now the 
evidence of the Mahaniddesa, the oldest of the 
commentaries, which has even been admitted in 
the Sutiapifaka, vfheve natthi, ‘is not,’ is com- 
mented na samvijjati, ‘does not exist,’ n’upalab- 
bhati, ‘ is not perceived.’ 

Grammar is a conjectural science, and no matter 
of importance can be decided upon these philo- 
logical grounds. But Oldenberg^s version would 
be admissible only if supported by some clearer 
references to a state ‘that is beyond conception 
and reason.’ These references are scarce, and 
wear a garb of metaphor that diminishes their 
importance. Two may be mentioned. The first 
one, in the dialogue of the nun KhemS and the 
king Pasenadi {Samyutta, iv. 374), is specious, 
The comparison of the saint with the unmeasurable 
ocean must not lead ns astray, as the text con' 
eludes ivith the common lesson on the shandhois. 
It gives only evidence of an ill-advised tendency to 
mj^stery. The second one is a celebrated fragment 
which occurs in two of our oldest books : ^ 

‘There is, O disciples, a something that is not bom, not 
produced, not created, not compounded.!! Were there not, O 
disciples, this something not bom . . ., there would be no 
possible exit for what is bom,' 

The present writer has often quoted this state- 
ment as favouring the opinion that ‘ nirvana is 
existence.’ But Oldenberg has rightly remarked ; 

‘These words seem to sound as U we heani Brahmanical 
pbUosopbers talking of the Brahma, that has neither beginning 
nor end. . . . Yet these expressions, when viewed In the con- 
nection of Buddhist thought, convey something wholly different. 

. . . For the Buddhists, the words: “there is something un- 
created," merely signify that the created can free himself from 
the curse of being created.’ 

To sum up : there is little doubt that the nihilistic 
interpretation of Buddhism — negation of a soul, 
negation of the survival of the saint — is the lead- 
ing doctrine of the Pitalcas (old Scriptures), as it 
is of the mediteval northern scholastic (Madhya- 
maka). But there have been in the ancient Church 
as well as in historical times many ‘heretics,’ and 
among them the ‘ believers in personality ’ (pudga- 
lavddin), these ‘maintainers of Sanknya’ (sah- 
khyavddin) in disguise. The Pudgalavadins stated 
that the pudgala, the self, is neither identical 
with the skandhas nor difierent from them ; noth- 
ing can be predicated of it {anabhildpya ) ; it 
nevertheless exists. They probably admitted some 
transcendent form of etemm existence. 

(3) There is a third set of texts which we may 
style ‘ agnostic ’ (see art. Agnosticism [Buddhist]). 
Strong and clear as was the teaching of the 
Master, many of his disciples felt dissatisfied with 
his utterly nihilistic doctrines, and hoped, in the 
depth of their hearts, that they misunderstood 
him. Let us not forget that the disciples of 
fekyamuni came to him as to the discoverer of 
the Path of Immortality {amfla), and were not 
previously informed concerning the only immortal- 
ity possible, namely eternal silence and destruction. 
If we are not mistaken, it is therefore easy to 

1 Uddna, viil. 3 ; Itivuttaia, 43. 

2 It fs worth while to look at the list of the ‘ not compounded ’ 

(asaiJwirfo). which seems to be old : (1) space (.dkdia), which 
is simply a name, being the mere absence of a thing ‘ making 
obstacle ’(nndcarapornafra): (2) the destruction of the things 
which perish without premeditation (apratisarhlhyamrod/ia), 
na the wood perishes in the flame, as the flame perishes when 
the fuel is wanting : (3) the destruction brought about by 
premeditation (pratisaMJ^idnircdha), i.t. the extinction of 
the thought of the saint, more exactly, the cessation of the_ pro- ■ 
duction of new thoughts — i.e. nirrdt'O. See L. dc la Vallie j 
I’oussin, ‘ Les trois Asaipskr-as,’ in Altnsm Nem, pp. 111-113. * 


understand that many monks were anxious to be 
made sure about nirvdna, not by logical con- 
clusions drawn from metaphysical tenets, not by 
metaphorical and conflicting phrases, but by a 
definite and authentic statement from the lips of 
the Master. The texts give sundry^ evidences of 
this state of mind.i But the Master refused to 
give any answer, and he added the reason of bis 
silence : ^ 

‘ Why has Buddha not taught his disciples , . . whether the 
saint lives on beyond death or not? Because the knowledge of 
these things does not conduce to progress in holiness. . . . 
What contributes to peace and enlightenment, Buddha has 
taught his own : the truth of suffering. . . . Therefore, Maiuil- 
kyaputta, whatsoever has not been revealed by me, let that 
remain unrevealed ; and what has been revealed, let it be 
revealed.’ 

This passage seems to ns to express the feelings 
of the Buddha’s disciples who did not care for meta- 
physics ; they did not seem to have realized that the 
first truth, ‘Everything is unsubstantial,’ contains 
at least an authoritative expression of nihilism. 

A large number of the Buddhists, and by far the 
larger number of the Buddhists who wrote — to say 
nothing of Sakyamuni himself, whose personality 
remains an unfathomable riddle — were bold enough 
to face the problem of the ‘ non-existence of a soul ’ 
{nairdtmya) with itsinevi table consequence, namely 
anniliUation at death. But the monks who have 
recorded and introduced in the Scripture this 
‘positivist’ statement, ‘I have taught what is 
useful ; what I have not stated, let that remain 
unstated,’ are the exponents of the commonest 
attitude concerning nirvdna. 

The Buddhists nave discussed the question of 
the nature of nirvdna much less than wo have 
done.® They know that nirvdna is deliverance and 
that deliverance is the highest’ good, the only good 
to he hoped for. That is enough. What is interest- 
ing and worth search is the path to nirvana ; discuss- 
ing nirvdna is far from being the best path to it ; 
and Buddha rightly discouraged such discnasion. 

4 . An earthly nirvana. — Childers ‘ was the first 
to point out that, in a number of texts, nirvdna 
does not mean deliverance from existence, the 
state beyond death of the dead saint, hut the 
‘brief period of bliss’ enjoyed by the man who 
has liberated himself from desire and become a 
saint, before he obtains final nirvdna at death — in 
other words, the state of the arhat or the jivary- 
mukta (gg.v.).' Much stress has been laid on this 
conception of an earthly nirvana by several ivriters, 
among whom is Rhys Davids ; ana rightly so. On 
the one hand, deliverance from desire is the cause 
and the token of deliverance from existence. On 
the other hand, India has always been full of 
reverence for the saints who have reached a 
thorough irapaila and become insensible to pleasure, 
suflering, and hope : ‘ I do not wish for death ; I do 
not wish for life.’® Neophytes longed for that 
‘ professional’ perfection, a su hlime pattern of which 
was given by Sakyamuni ; and it can be maintained 
that many monfa dreamed only of the earthly 
nirvdna, without taking trouble about final nir- 
vana.’ They thought only of attaining the happi- 
ness and detachment of nirvana in this life.’ 
There is much ‘professionalism’ in Buddhism, 
more than is generally admitted. Childers’ hints 
and Ehys Davids’ discussions must not he neglected 
if we want to get a complete idea of what nirvana 
was for the Buddhists. 

1 See, e.g., ilajjfiima, i. 420; Sarnytitta, Iv. 374. 

I OWenberp, mddha\ tr. Hoey, p. 270. . „ . 

*Eee, however, Bumouf’s Introduction and Jtaa/iyamata- 
Tftti, ch. XXV. pp. 619-541. 

4 Diet. 0 / the Pali Language, v. 2CS. 

s The term ta-upadhietia niobdna Is often understood M 
referrinu lo the state of the arhat. 

5 Theraodthd, 1C02- 

7 See Sdetiyutta, Iv. 25t 
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The present treatment of the subject is not very 
clear, for it is difficult in dealing mth such a 
problem to be both fair and coherent. Incoherence 
IS one of the chief features of Indian thought. We 
believe that orthodox Buddhism {i.e. the Buddhism 
of the books) maintains that nirvana is a mere 
concept, the state of a thing that does not exist 
and of which nothing can be predicated. A saint, 
after death, a nirvfta or a liberated one {mukta), 
is ‘ void ’ {iunya) ; therefore he can be said to be 
annihilated. The conclusion, in Europe, would be 
evident. But Matrohete tells us : 

‘ Others than Buddha may have won liberation ; hut in 
Buddha the superiority is altogether great: all the liberated 
are void ; but the void of a hair cavity compares but poorly with 
the large void of the sky.’ i 

We shall conclude with the words of Barth : 

'The imagination even of an Asiatic has some difficulty in 
settling down to the idea of annihilation. Thus the Chinese 
pilgrims Fa-Hian and Hiouen-Thsang, who . . . were orthodox 
believers in the complete Nirvipa of Buddha, nevertheless 
speak of miracles, and even of apparitions of his, as if he bad 
not ceased to exist ; and it is beyond a doubt that with many 
of the Buddhists of former days Nirvapa was only what it is 
with the majority of them to-day, a sort of eternal repose or a 
negative state of blessedness. This does not hinder Buddhism 
from being dootrinally the confession of the absolute vanity of 
al! things, and, ns regards the individual, an aspiration after 
non-existence.’ s 

S* Origins of the notion of nirvana. — This 
problem is very obscure. The present writer would 
merely state that Oldenberg's opinion that ‘the 
idea of nirvana originates from the idea of Brah- 
man ’ ® cannot be received with absolute confidence. 
The Buddhist idea of nirvana — unqualified deliver- 
ance or qualified annihilation — arose from the same 
causes that produced the Brahmanieideaof ntruarta, 
brahmanirvana, mermng_ in the absolute.^ The 
same attitude towards life, towards ‘contingent 
existence,’ produced two conflicting views on the 
end of man, two conflicting eschatologies, in har- 
mony ■with two conflicting metaphysics — ^the nihil- 
ism of the Buddhists and the monism of the 
Brahmans. But our texts never mention brahman, 
the absolute of the Vedanta; and they never 
consider the atman, which is the absolute of the 
Upanisads, as the universal principle, but always 
as the individual soul — the existence of which 
they firmly deny. They discuss the possibility of 
reaching by the Brahmanic means the world of the 
god Brahma, and they show the right means to 
reach it; but they nave not a word on the 
brahmanirvana, the mermne in brahman. It 
seems, therefore, that the Buddhists were, at the 
beginning, quite ignorant of the eschatology of 
the Upanisads. This ignorance may be explained 
in many wots ; until the chronology of the Brah- 
manic and Buddhist literatures has been settled, a 
sure explanation is impossible. 

Litbratpre.— T he literature of nirvSva is very large, and a 
complete bibliography would have hundreds of heading. We 
may mention : E. Eumouf, Introd, d Vhist, dxi boxiddfusvn^ fn- 
dten, Paris, 1844, pp. 18, 616, 694 ; F. Max Miiller, Chips from 
a German P’orJfcsnop,^London, 1867-76, i. 276S., ’The Meaning 
of Nirv&pa’ (1867); T. Rogers, Buddhaghosa's Parables, do. 
1870, Introd. p. xxxlx ; Dhammapada, SBEx. [1881], Introd. p, 
xliv; J. BarthelemySaint-HUaire,ieBo«<IdAa«fsor«fi(7ion2, 

Paris, 1862, tr. Laura Ensor, London, 1896 ; R. Spence Hardy, 
Eastern ilmachismt, London, 1866, pp. 6, 20, 291 -,_P. E. 
Foucaux, Doctrine des Bouddhistes ear Xe Jfirvana, Pans, 1864, 
.nd Bevtie iihliographigue, 16th June 1874 ; R. C. Childere, 
Oict. of the Pali Language, London, 1875, pp- 265-274 ; A, 
Barth, Les Religions de VJnde, Paris, 1879, tr. J. Wood, London, 
1882, p. 113 ff. ; V. Trdnckner, Milinda-paiiho, London, 1830, 
p. 424 ; H. Oldenberg, Buddha, sein Lehen, seine Lehre, und 
seine Gemeinde, Berlin, 1881, “1912, str. W. Hoey, I^ndqn, 
1882, Str. A. Fouchcr, Paris, 1903 ; T. VX. Rhys Davids, 
Lectures on the Origin and Grototh of Religion as illustrated by 
. , . Indian Buddhism IflL), London, 1881, Buddhism (Ameri- 


1 Vamavdrhavarvana, lOf., ed. and tr. F. W. Thomas, lA 
xxxiv. [1005] 145 ff. ; see A. F.R. Hoernle.Jfanuicript Remains 
of Buddhist Literature, Oxford, 1910, p. 78. 

’ 2 Religions of India, p. 114. 

s Buddhai, tr. Foucher, p. 281 : ‘ L’lddo dn furi-dpo cat 
sortie de celle du Brahma.' 


can Lectures), New York, 1896 ; E. W. Hopkins, The Religions 
of India, London, 1896, p. 321 ff.; J. Oahimann, Jiiromia, 
eine Studie zur Vorgesch. des Buddhismus, Berlin, 1897 ; J. A. 
Ekiund, Eirvdva : en religionshistorisk undersokning, Upsala, 
1899 ; E. Senart, ‘Nirvaga,’ in Album Kem, Leyden, 1903, 
pp. 101-104 ; F. O. Schrader, ‘ On the Problem of Nirvaga,' 
JPTS, 1904-05, p. 167; L. de la VaUee Poussin, Baud- 
dhisme ; Opinions sur I'hist, de la dogmatigue, Paris, 1909, p, 84. 

L. DE LA VALLfiE POUSSIN. 

NOACHIAN PRECEPTS.— The attitude of 
the Hebrews towards foreigners or ‘Gentiles,’ 
especially those who lived in their midst, under- 
went definite changes. It was in this connexion 
that there grew up the conception of the ‘Noachian 
precepts ’ — the duties that could be required of the 
GentUes in accordance with Biblical commands 
prior to the Mosaic legislation, which was regarded 
as peculiar to the Hebrews. 

The exclusive temper of the Hebrew nation was 
a gradual growth. In the time of Da'vid (c. 1000 
B.C.) a Hittite held hi^ office and even the Philis- 
tines could be hosts. While P carefully notes that 
Isaac and Jacob avoid exogamy, the earlier sources, 
E and J, represent Joseph and Moses as marrying 
foreim ivives. By the time of Deut., however, 
Isram’s religion had become self-conscious, aware 
of its difierence from other religions, devoted to 
the one spiritual God ; accordingly, pagan customs 
were denounced, Canaanite peoples were banned, 
and an alien could not reside without restrictions 
among the children of Israel (of. Dt 23®). This 
exclusive tendency is explicitly formulated in the 
Priests’ Code with its regulations regarding alien 
immigrants, marriage, descent, diet, and the like. 
Within a short time after the return from the 
Exile P’s account of man’s early history had 
become axiomatic in Judaism, and the devout Jew 
found in the commands of the Creator as communi- 
cated by the Mosaic writings the sole sanction for 
human duty. P represents legitimate sacrifice, 
the Divine Name, the distinction between clean 
and unclean, as things unknovvn before the time of 
Moses. Yet, though he was ignorant of the 
Mosaic Law, Noah was a just man according to 
the standards of his age (P) ; and, as all the de- 
scendants of Noah could claim God os their creator 
and preserver, his standards might be expected 
from all ; hence the term ‘ Noachian precepts.’ 

Post-ExUic writings vary in their attitude 
towards Gentiles. Kuth, Jonah, and some of the 
Psalms (100, 67, etc.) indicate a charitable disposi- 
tion ; the Wisdom literature favours tolerance ; 
and the Greek influence created a party with 
wider sympathies. On the other hand, Joel, 
Zee 9-14, and Esther are definitely hostile. The 
forcible conversion attempted by luitiochns stimu- 
lated feeling in the same direction, and the Macca- 
btean wars created the stem uncompromising 
piety of the future Pharisees. In the Apocrypha, 
while there is evidence of the more generous dis- 
position (e.gr., To 14®'-, Wis 1-11), the glorification 
of the Jews is equally conspicuous {e.ff., Wis 
12-19). The use of the names of Adam, Enoch, 
Noah, and Abraham in Apocalyptic literature was 
designed to avoid the risk of collision with the 
Torah, which was regarded as valid for all time. 
Among the disciples of Jesus the charitable attitude 
to'wards Gentiles had a new birth, but this tended 
to intensify the exclusive elements in Pharisaism ; 
and it is to the discussions of Kabbis in this con- 
nexion during the first three centuries A.D. that 
precise definitions of the precepts of Noah are due. 

The Noachian laws did not include all pre- 
Mosaio injunctions, but only those which coincided 
with the laws enunciated at Sinai (Sanh. 59a) ; 
e.ff; circumcision was not required of Gentiles. 
It was only after this general principle was estab- 
lished that the number and scope of the Noacliian 
precepts could be defined. According to the 
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tractate Sanhedrin (56rt), they were seven in 
number: (1) obedience to authority (2) rever- 
ence for the Divine Name, (3) abstinence from 
idolatry, (4) from incest (Gn 12*® 20®), (5) from 
murder (4®**- 9®), (6) from robbery (21“), (7) from 
eating flesh of living animal (9*). The list grew, 
and in the 3rd cent. Ulla could speak of 30 com- 
mandments to which Noachidm owed obedience, 
though he declares that they fulfilled only three 
(Cholin, o and ^). The original seven, however, 
were the most important, and by observing these 
as_ a minimum a Gentile settling among Jews 
might be advanced to the privileges and responsi- 
bilities of the proselyte. 

‘The Babbis taught: baaman’s proselytism was only to per- 
form the seven commandments given to the descendants of 
Noah. Nebusaradan, however, was a true prosel 3 'te ; from the 
descendants of Sisera were such as taught the Torah among a 
majority of Israelites. From the descendants of Haman were 
such as learned the Torah in the city Bne-Berak ‘ iSanhedrin, 
tr. II. L. Eodidnson, New York, 1902, viii. 299). 

The temper of the Kabbis appears in the follow- 
ing pronouncement : 

‘ A Gentile who employs himself in the Law is guilt}' of death. 
He is not to employ himself except in the seven commandments 
that belong to the Gentiles. And thus a Gentile who keeps a 
Sabbath, though it be on one of the weekdays— if he make It to 
himself as a Sabbath, he is guilty of death ; it is not necessary 
to add, if he appoint for himself a festival. The general rule is, 
that they are not permitted to innovate in religion, or to make 
commandments for themselves out of their own beads. Either 
let a Gentile become a proselyte of righteousness, and take upon 
him the whole Law; or let him remain in his own law, and 
neither add nor diminish. But if he employs himself in the 
law, or keeps a Sabbath, or makes any innovation, he is to be 
beaten and punished, and informed that he is for this guilt}' of 
death— but he is not to he killed ’ (Hilffdth Melalilm, x. 9, tr. A. 
Jl'Caul, The Old Paths, London, 1837, p. 12), 

The question was raised whether the Gentile 
should consider the seven precepts so inviolable as 
to claim his obedience even to the extent of 
sufiering martyrdom for them. The school of 
Babh (3rd cent. A.D.) decided in the negative, 
because Naaman had been allowed by Elisha to 
bow in the house of Eimmon (2 1C 5*®*'). 

The fate of non-Jews in the Messianic kingdom 
was also discussed, the dominant view being that 
they would never adopt the wliole Jewish Law. 

Kabbi Jose (2nd cent, a.d.) declared that, though they w'ould 
betake themselves to the Law and wear phylacteries, ‘when 
they see the war of Gog and Hngog breaking in upon the 
Messianic kingdom, they will throw away the Law and cry, 
“Let us break their bonds asunder and hrow their fetters 
away from us.” ’ 

The best that can be promised to a good Gentile 
has the authority of Maimonides : 

‘ IVhosoever confesses himself liable to observe the seven pre- 
cepts of Noah and is diligent in fulfilling them, belongs to the 
pious among the nations and has a portion in the world to 
come ’ (Melaftlm, viii. 11). 

The decrees of the Council of the Apostles in 
Jerusalem (c. a.d. 60), Ac 16®° (cf. art. JUDAIZING), 
are independent of the later Rabbinical definitions. 
Among the Rabbis the postulates of the Priests’ 
Code in Genesis are studied as the sole authorita- 
tive voice on man’s origin and duty ; but in the 
Apostolic Council custom and conduct are freely 
reviewed by the living Christian spirit. 

Litehaturk. — H amburger, s.v. ‘Noachiden,' and cognate 
articles. ‘ Niohtisraelit,’ ‘ Ileiden,’ ‘ Fremden,’ etc. ; W. Bacher, 
Die Agada der Tannaiten, Strassburg, 1SS4. 

D. M. Kay. 

NOETIANISM. — See Monarchianisji. 

NOMINALISM.— See Realism. 

NOMISM. — ‘NomLsm’ or ‘legalism’ is the 
name given to the view that moral conduct consists 
in the obsen'ance of a law or body of laws. It 
stands opposed to those conceptions of morality 
which postulate an end to be pursued or an ideal 
to be realized rather than a law to be fulfilled. 
Legalism is not necessarily to be identified with 
what Kant, in contrast to morality, calb ‘ legality.’ 
By ‘legality’ Kant means the moral practice of 


one for w'hom moral law is no more than a rule, 
w-hile he applies the term ‘ morality ’ to the con- 
duct of one who finds in the law likewise the 
determining ground of his actions (cf. Metaphijsik 
der Sitten, ed. J. H. von IGrchmann, Berlin, 1870, 
’M. 262, 226 f. ; T. K. Abbott, Kant's Critique of 
Fr^tical Reason^, London, 1SS3, pp. 269, 282), it 
being understood, of course, that the law is for 
Kant a rational and in essence a purely formal 
principle. Legalism may even take the form of a 
willinw obedience which exalts reverence for the 
law above every other motive, whetlier such law 
be of a purely rational or of a positive and his- 
torical character. In this sense it may be, and in- 
deed ought to be, an element in all moral life, even 
in its highest phase, and is then at bottom identical 
with what Kant calls ‘ morality,’ though it need 
not bear the abstract character that Kant assigns 
to virtue nor imply any indiflerence to the practical 
results of observing the moral law. Whatever 
name we give to the supreme principle of morality, 
that principle must always be of the nature of a law-. 
The_ moral ideal or end tow-ards which our action 
is directed not onlj' exercises an attractive power 
over us, but manifests itself also ns an authority 
which makes demands upon us. Christian ethics, 
alike in its Protestant and in its Catholic form, 
has always upheld the conception of law, and 
rejected antinomianism, i.e. the doctrine that the 
moral agent wlio has attained to maturity has no 
need of e.xternal ordinances. It maintains that 
law cannot be dispensed with by the Christian, in 
so far at least as he is still subject to the power of 
sin ; and it was from this point of view that the 
Formula of Concord decided the question of anti- 
nomianism. On the other hand, it is necessary to 
guard against what may be called positive legalism, 
which forgets that law and obedience are merely 
the form of the moral life, and not its substance. 
Positive legalism is exposed to danger on two sides : 
(1) it tends to regard the law as a multiplicity of 
commandments without inward coherence, ana (2) 
it tends to confound a merely outward observance 
of those commandments with an allegiance of the 
will to the spirit of the law — to foster obedience 
from motives of fear or interest, and thus to be- 
come an unintelligent and Pharisaical convention- 
alism. Wherever w'e find these two defects, w-e 
have a spurious legalism, and it is to this false 
leg.alism, or else to the positive legalism as just 
defined, that the term is most frequently applied. 

The idea of legalism, both in the good and in 
the bad sense of the word, was not unknoivn among 
the ancients. If ive e.xcept the Stoics, Greek 
thinkers always identified the moral law with the 
law of the State. We nevertheless find Socrates, 
or at least Plato speaking as the interpreter of 
Socrates, insisting upon a willing and resolute 
obedience to the laws, and condemning the attitude 
of those who obey them only from the fear of 
punishment. Respect for and love of the law w-ere 
qiiite familiar sentiments among the Greeks and 
Komans. The Stoics advanced to the conception 
of a universal law of nature, which they regarded 
as the foundation of all the duties and rights of 
human beings. This conception gave rise to a 
casuistry whicli could not fail to make a cleavage 
between a genuine and an unintelligent or insincere 
legalism. Spurious legalism is in a peculiar degree 
characteristic of the etliics of Judaism and Roman 
Catholicism. Judaism reduced all moral life to 
the observance of a_ liistorically revealed law, 
whose various constituents c.annet be brought 
under the unity of one pervading spirit. Never- 
theless, the obedience of the Jew's Issued in many 
cases from pure respect for and inw'ard acquiescence 
in the law. Thus the love of the law ph'W's a great 
part in the Psalms, although that love frequently 
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manifests itself in the form of sheer legalistic 
bigotry. Among the mass of the Jennsh people, 
however, an unintelligent mechanical, self-inter- 
ested, and even hypocritical observance of the law 
was the rule. In proportion as the casuistry of 
the scribes made obedience to the law ever more 
ditlieult and exacted an ever more scrupulous pre- 
cision on the part of the conscientious observer, it 
gave rise to a deplorable practice of religious traf- 
iicking, and was itself compelled to find means of 
evading certain commandments under the show of 
fulfilling them. It would seem, nevertheless, that 
a reaction against this debased legalism made itself 
felt within the confines of Judaism itself, as is 
indicated by the fact that certain circles were in- 
tensely concerned to discover the ‘ great command- 
ment’ of the law, i.c. a commandment that w'ould 
comprise all the rest. 

It ■was felt necessary to appeal from the letter of 
the law to its spirit. Jesus made this appeal in 
the most emphatic ■way, and pursued the spurious 
legalism with denunciation and scorn. He even 
brought upon Himself the charge of being a desjiiser 
of the law, while, as a matter of fact. His great 
object was to secure its fulfilment by shoiving that 
its observance demanded, above aJl, love to its 
Author, and devotion to its supreme end — the 
transformation of mankind into a society of 
mutual love. St. Paul, too, incurred the imputa- 
tion of antinomianism (Ho 7'"^), but he denied 
that he "was S.vofios : he was in truth Ifi/ojios Xpio-roO 
(1 Co 9”), i.e. he upholds the idea of a law to which 
even the Christian is subject. As a matter of fact, 
he endorses the Law of Moses by bringing it under 
the unity of a supreme principle (Ho and 

sometimes he actually seems to maintain the letter 
by availing himself of an allegorical interpretation 
(1 Co 9®, Gal St. Paul’s doctrine that the 

natural man is incapable of fulfilling the law, and 
that the law' is unable to effect his salvation, was 
designed, above all, to sever the root of that 
spurious legalism w’hich was the source of fatal 
delusion in some and of perpetual misgmng in 
others. 

The legalistic tendencies reprobated by Jesus 
and St. Paul w'ere not long in manifesting them- 
selves in the Christian Church. The gospel came 
to be regarded as a new’ law ; positive and even 
spurious legalism gained the upper hand in the 
sphere of practice and often also in that of doctrine. 
One of the main results of this triumph was the 
distinction between an obligatory morality and an 
optional morality, a distinction which had been 
made by the Stoics, and w'hich re-appears in the 
Christian literature of the 2nd cent., developing 
later into the distinction betw'een evangelical pre- 
cepts and counsels. This tendency is closely allied 
to the false legalism to w'hich the law' is simply a 
mass of statutory ordinances w’ithout organic unity. 
Homan Catholic theology distinguishes various 
categories of laws, viz. natural divine law, positive 
divine law, positive human law, and prescriptions 
of the Church, of all which it proclaims the com- 
plete harmony, but which, in reality, form a col- 
location altogether heterogeneous, and are as such 
but little calculated to produce singleness and con- 
centration of moral volition. In theory, no doubt, 
Roman Catholicism demands that the law shall be 
obeyed willingly and of coni-iction, but, as it does 
not insist upon the transformation of the heart, 
it is forced to place human liberty — regarded as 
the liberty of the natural propensities — in perpet- 
ual opposition to the law, which forms an obstacle 
to the growth of that liberty. Hence the law can- 
not be considered as anything but a yoke and a 
curb, nor can its observance rest upon any other 
motive than desire to evade penalty or acquire 
merit. Legalism in tliis sense was bound to adopt 


the distinction between precepts and counsels, and 
to create the theory of probabilism (q.v.), w'hich is 
hardly more than a device for eluding the law by 
rendering it vague. Such a legalism, however, 
can have no ground to stand upon w'here the law 
is regarded simply as the expression of an ideal 
W'hich we have made our oivn and of an end w'hich 
we strive to realize. 

The Refomers, in reviving the Pauline doctrine 
of justification through faith, and in substituting 
for the distinction betW'een precepts and counsels 
the idea of a vocation which, while individualizing 
the law, rescued it from the atomism of the casuists, 
struck at the very foundations of spurious legalism. 
It ought to be said, how'ever, that, while tlie Re- 
formers fought against false legalism w'ith success, 
they were less fortimate in the manner in which 
they formulated the moral law', and in enunciating 
the claims of a properly defined legalism. M’liile 
Protestantism may know’ nothing of the spurious 
legalism, it has not always been w’holly free from 
legiilism in the positive sense. The Reformed 
Church, in particular, has laid great emphasis upon 
the idea of law ; it has frequently regarded the 
Scriptures as a legal code, and has not always 
succeeded in adequately distinguishing betAveen 
the letter and the spirit of the Biblical precepts. 
Pietism likcAvise has sometimes lapsed into an 
ignoble and punctilious legalism. Tlie Anabaptists 
thought of the Bible as being primarily the revela- 
tion of a laAv, and of the Christian life as consisting 
in obedience to it ; yet, Avhile tlieir legalism made 
them narroAv, it has not in the slightest degree 
undermined their earnest morality, as holds good 
likeAvise of the Reformed Church and Pietism. 

If the spurious legalism that takes cognizance, 
not of a single all-perA’ading law’, but only of par- 
ticular laAvs, and deals with these in a commercial 
spirit, and the positive legalism, to Avhich moral 
life consists Avholly in fulfilling a laAV, play a large 
part in the history of the Christian Church and the 
history of humanity, it is none the less true that 
there is a just and proper legalism Avhich is required 
as a counteractive to a morality purely resthetic 
and sentimental. Legalism, narroAV though it be, 
may haA'e a considerable educational value m habit- 
uating human beings to resist their natural im- 

g ulses, and to boAV before an absolute authority. 

lightly understood, indeed, legalism is a necessary 
condition of true moral liberty, as it reminds us 
that Ave are free only in proportion as Ave detach 
ourselA’es from our egoistic nature and rise above 
the claims of self. 

Literatcre. — ^T he subject is usually dealt Avith in general 
histories of ethics and in histories of Christian ethics ; cf. in 
particular: J. Denis, /lift, das thiorieset lies id^cs morales dans 
I’antiquiti^, Paris, 1879 ; C. E. Luthardt, Geseh. der christUchen 
Ethik, Leipzig, ifeS. See further works on Biblical theology, 
esp. B. Stade and A. Bertholet, Eiblische Theologic des alien 
Testaments, 2 a’oIs., Tiibingen, 1905-11 ; H. Holtzmann, I^ehr- 
bxieh der neuteslamentlichm Theologie", 2 vols., do. 1911 ; 
H. ■Weinel, Biblische Theologie des netten Testaments, do. 1012 ; 
W. Bousset, Die Religion des Judentums im nentestamenl- 
lichen Zeitalter-, Berlin, 1005; E. Schiirer, GJV^*, Leipzig, 
160S-1002,il. ; O. lio\tzmaaa,lieutestamenttieheZeitgeschichte-, 
Tiibingen, 1900 ; cf. also the systematic expositions of Christian 
ethics, and esp. J. Gottschick, Ethik, Tubingen, 1907; 'V. 
Cathrein, Moralphilosophie, Freibnrg i. B., 1S90 ; W. Herr- 
ma.nn,R6mische und evangelische Sittlichkeitt, Marburg, 1903 
J. Mausbacb, Die kaUiotische lloral imd ihrcGegner, Cologne 

1011. Eugene Ehrhardt. 

NONCONFORMITY. — i. Meaning and ap- 
lication of the term. — Although anybody Avho 
eclined to fall in Avith the religious usages of his 
people might be called a ‘nonconformist,’ the 
name has come to have a more definite, specific 
meaning in English national life and history, so 
that Ave can speak of ‘ the Nonconformists,’ the 
article indicating a particular section of the com- 
munity Avith its OAvn characteristic A-ieAvs and 
policy. The negative form of the Avord points to 
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an antithesis. There can be no nonconformity 
where there is not some rule or set of regulations 
compliance with which is refused. Further, the 
word has a political connotation. While ‘ heresy ’ 
stands for opposition to ecclesiastically settled 
orthodoxy, ‘schism’ for separation from the com- 
munion of the society claiming to be the one true 
Church, and ‘ dissent’ for divergence from the beliefs 
and doctrines maintained by the national settle- 
ment, Nonconformity consists in not carrying out 
the requirements of an ‘ Act of Uniformity,’ which 
is a law of the State. Accordingly, in America, 
in the British colonies, and in India there are no 
Nonconformists, because the English Acts of Uni- 
formity did not extend beyond England and Wales. 
The disestablishment of the Welsh Church involves 
an end_ to Nonconformity in Wales. On the other 
hand, in Scotland, while Presbyterianism is the 
established form of Christianity, the Anglican 
Church, though outside the Establishment, is not, 
strictly speaking, Nonconformist, because since 
the suppression both of the Prelatists and of the 
Covenanters, Scotland has enjoyed religions liberty 
unhampered by any Act of Uniformity. Next, it 
should be observed that all the Acts of Uniformity 
have aimed at enforcing the use of the successive 
forms of the Book of Common Prayer that Parlia- 
ment has sanctioned from time to time. They are 
not concerned with differences of religious belief 
except in so fares loyalty to the contents of this 
book and an honest use of it are concerned. It is 
possible to be a heretic inside the Established 
Church — with regard to doctrines not defined by 
the Prayer Book — and commit no offence against 
an Act of Uniformity ; and it is also possible to 
agree with the Church standards of doctrine and 
yet be a Nonconformist, because not accepting 
everything in the Prayer Book. For some time 
there were Nonconformists within the pale of the 
Church, even Nonconfoimistministers and bishops ; 
Hooper was such. But their position was illegal, 
and, though the earlier Acts of Uniformity were 
not always pressed, the rigorous application of the 
latest of these Acts (that of 1662) drove all Non- 
conformists out of the Church. Thus, strictly 
speaking, a present-day Nonconformist is a person 
who is Kept out of the Established Church of 
England on account of his refusal to accept the 
Book of Common Prayer in its entirety. But 
practically any one who stands outside the 
Established Church and associates himself with 
some other Christian Church is regarded as a 
Nonconformist, 'Whatever his views about the 
Prayer Book may be. There are even_ Noncon- 
formist churches that use this book in their regular 
services. Here we have the exceptions that prove 
the rule. 

Historically regarded, the Nonconformists have 
been furtlier characterized by their adherence to 
Puritanism in opposition to any approach towards 
Roman Catholicism on the one hand and towards 
Erastianism on the other. The early Noncon- 
formists rejected certain ancient mediseval beliefs 
and usages that had been retained in the Eliza- 
bethan Church, in particular two — Episcopacy and 
the use of vestments. They claimed to represent 
primitive Christian beliefs and practices, and denied 
the right of the State either to alter or to add to 
them. In this way most of the early Noncon- 
formists became Presbyterians and' the remainder 
Congregationalists and Baptists. 

It has been maintained that beneath these 
specialities of opinion and practice there lies a 
vital ininciple inspiring them and so essentially 
separating the Nonconformist from the Roman 
Catholic conception of religion. This is that, 
while the Catholic system begins with the Church 
as an institution and seeks to work inwards towards 


spiritual relidon by the influence of its rites and 
ordinances, tlie Nonconformist process is the re- 
verse, commencing with the individual, -with 
personal spiritual life, from which the Church and 
its activities are evolved as its fruits and products. 
Although these two ideals appear to be more or 
less clearly represented in the two types respec- 
tively, yet it cannot be shoivn that the divergence 
began with them or tliat they were always recog- 
nized as the most fundamental factors. 

Lastly, it should be observed that, while modern 
Nonconformists are opposed to any interference 
with religion by the State, and stand for complete 
religious liberty— Cavour’s ‘free Church in a free 
State ’ — this was by no means the case among the 
early Nonconformists, with the solitary e.xception 
of the Baptists. The Presbyterians, while holding 
to the Puritan principle of keeping to the Word of 
God pure and simple as the standard, would have 
had their interpretation of the Bible enforced by 
the government, and there are even some statements 
of the Congi-egationalists Browne, Barrow, and 
Greenwood that recognize the authority of the civil 
magistrate for maintaining religious orthodo.xy. 
If Cart%vright had obtained the support of the 
government in his controversy with Archbishop 
Whitgift, he would have put down Episcopacy by 
force in favour of Presbyterianism. There was 
nothing to choose between the two with reference 
either to religious liberty or to the idea of a State 
establishment of religion. It was only in course 
of time that the Nonconformists came to agree on 
an entire repudiation of State interference with 
religious beliefs and practices and a demand for 
the disestablishment of the Church and the main- 
tenance of complete religions liberty — the present 
Nonconformist position. 

2 . Tudor period.— Previous to the Tudor period 
there were divergences from the standard beliefs 
and practices of the Church, most conspicuously in 
John Wyclif and his followers, the Lollards. But, 
while Wyclif repudiated the authority of the pope 
over the Church in England, he asserted that of 
the king. The Lollards were persecuted by the 
civil authorities for heresy and dreaded on account 
of their socialistic tendencies. Although when 
they met in secret doubtless they would have con- 
ducted their services in a manner agreenble_ to their 
convictions, since there was no Act of Uniformity 
under which they could be arraigned, yet their 
separation from the Church was not effected in 
this way, and therefore, strictly speaking, they 
should not be described as Nonconformists. 

Under Henry viii. the Act of Supremacy, sub- 
stituting the king for the pope as head of the 
Church, and the legal enforcement of the Six 
Articles were two fruitful causes of dissidenco— 
the one repudiated by stanch Roman Catholics and 
leading to the martyrdom of Bishop Fisher and Sir 
Thomas More as well as less notable champions of 
the papacy, the other making martyrs of thorough- 
going Protestants who denied the doctrine of the 
Slass, so that supporters of the Roman discipline 
were beheaded and rejectors of the Roman doctrine 
hanged. But Henry and his parliament did not 
interfere with the ceremonies of the Church, 
although in the year 1540 a commission was 
appointed to inquire into them. Meanwhile va- 
rieties of usages that had come down from time 
immemorial in the different dioceses continued 
undisturbed, and no attempt was made to enforee 
any particular form of service. As yet there v.'as 
no one Book of Common Prayer to wliich conform- 
ity could be required. 

The establishment of the reformed religion in 
the reign of Edward Vi, was accompanied by an 
important innovation ■with regard to uniformity of 
worship. In the reign of Henry VIII.. as early a* 
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the year 1544, the litany was ordered to be used in 
English ; but as yet there was no complete English 
Prayer Book. In the year 1549 there was issued 
the lirst Book of Common Prayer, compiled in the 
main out of ancient missals. This was revised by 
Cranmer with the assistance of Martin Bucer, then 
Begins Professor of Divinity at Cambridge, and 
Peter Martyr, who held a similar post at Oxford ; 
and their labours resulted in Edward VI. ’s Second 
Prayer Book — a work which showed considerable 
advance in the direction of Protestantism. Tran- 
Bubstantiation was now distinctly repudiated, 
prayers for the dead, anointing at baptism, and 
extreme unction were omitted, and the use of all 
vestments except the rochet and the surplice was 
forbidden. Neither of these Prayer Books had been 
submitted to Convocation when it was enforced by 
Act of Parliament. The first Act of Uniformity — 
that requiring the use of Edward Vl.’s First Prayer 
Book — proclaims itself such. Its preamble contains 
the following declaration : 

‘Of long time there hath been had in this realm divers forms 
of common prayer, commonly called the Service of the Church ; 
that is to say, the use of Sarum, of York, of Bangor, and of 
Lincoln ; and besides the same, now of hate, much more diverse 
and sundry forms and fashions have been used in the Cathedral 
and parish churches— with divers and sundry rites and core- 
monies concerning matins and even song, and in the administra- 
tion of the Sacraments of the Church.' It goes on to assert 
that the king has ' diverse times assayed to stay innovations or 
new rites,' adding: ‘Yet the same hath not had such good 
success ns his highness required— therefore he hath been pleased 
with the interest to secure a uniform, quiet, and godly order, 
to appoint commissioners, to make one convenient and meet 
order of common prayer, the which, by the aid of the Holy 
Ghost, is by them concluded.' 

It is enacted that the services in the churches are 
to be conducted in such ‘ form as is contained in the 
said book, and none other, or otherwise ’ (Statutes, 
2 and 3 Edward vi., cap. 1). The act is enforced by 
severe penalties, including deprivation, fines, and 
imprisonment, which after a third offence is to be 
for life. The origin of Nonconformity may be 
traced back to this first Act of Uniformity in 
English history. There were two parties to whom 
it was not acceptable. Designed expressly to 
effect n repudiation of Koman Catholic practices 
and doctrines, it could not but be obnoxious to 
adherents of the mediteval faith. It was against 
their position that its guns were directed. But 
there was another party in the line of fire whose 
antagonism had not been contemplated — the party 
of the Purit.ans. Aiming at the English method 
of compromise and moving slowly, the Reformation 
in the southern portion of our island was less 
drastic than in Scotland, where the Calvinistic 
model was adopted. This was not at all satis- 
factory to those English Protestants who desired 
to go as far as the more advanced Continental 
reformers. Foremostamong them was JohnHooper, 
afterwards bishop of Gloucester, who refused to 
use the vestments, openly objected to much in 
the Act of Uniformity, and even declined to take 
the oath of the royal supremacy. He has_ been 
called ‘ the first Nonconformist’ (Skeatsy Mist, of 
Free Churches of England, p. 6). He was aiso the 
first minister in the Church to pronounce clearly 
for the freedom of the Church from State control 
— a position which the main body of the Noncon- 
formists did not take up till more than a hundred 
years later. 

‘ Touching the superior powers of the earth,’ he writes, ‘ it is 
not unknown to nil of them that have read and marked the 
Scripture that it appertaineth nothing unto their office to make 
any law to govern the conscience of their subjects in religion'; 
and, again, ‘ Christ's Kingdom is a spiritual one. In this neither 
Pope nor King may govern. Christ alone is the governor of 
his Church, and the only law-giver’; and, again, ‘The laws 
of the civil magistrate are not to be admitted in the Church’ 
(quoted in Skeats, p. 7). 

This is quite the Free Church position. Hooper 
was impidsoned at the Fleet, but was liberated by 
the king after some small concessions had secured 


his submission, and then under the persuasion of 
leading^ Continental reformers he accepted the 
bishopric of Gloucester in the hope of helping to 
carry the Reformation further in England. Edward 
Vl.’s Second Prayer Book (A.D. 1552) registered a 
considerable advance in this direction. The second 
Act of Uniformity (5 and 6 Edward Vi., cap. 1), en- 
forcing the use of the revised Prayer Book, forbade 
attennance at any other form of service under 
penalties amounting — for the third ofl'ence — to 
iinprisonment for life. 

During Mary’s reign, while all types of Protes- 
tantism were banned, there was no longer any occa- 
sion for specific Nonconformity. Her brother’s Acts 
of Uniformity were nullified by the restoration of 
Roman Catholicism. But the return of Protestan- 
tism with the commencement of the reign of 
Elizabeth brought back the Prayer Book and was 
confimed by a new Act of Uniformity (Elizabeth, 
cap. 2, A.D. 1559) with penalties amounting to 
imprisonment for life in case of a third con'vic- 
tion, also fining parishioners twelve pence for every 
ofl'ence of non-attendance at church. The Book of 
Common Prayer was revised by a commission of 
divines and members of the Council, who com- 
bined the two forms of it issued in the reign of 
Edward vi. The result was a ritual less advanced 
in Protestantism than King Edward’s Second 
Prayer Book. In particular, the description of the 
adoration of the elements as ‘idolatry’ and the 
assertion that ‘ the sacramental bread and wine 
. . . remain still in their very natural substances,’ 
with other statements to tne same effect, were 
removed. In the beginning of her reign Elizabeth 
desired to be conciliatory. It may be said that 
the via media of the Church of England is very 
largely due to the great Tudor queen’s policy. She 
repudiated the papacy, and, while reluctant to be 
called ‘ supreme head’ of the Church, accepted the 
title * supreme governor.’ But, quite apart from 
her desire to gather in as many of her subjects as 
possible, Elizabeth was personally enamoured of 
ceremony, and she found the bareness of the 
extreraeProtestant type of worship repulsive to her 
taste. Accordingly she had no sympathy with 
Puritanism. This movement now came into pro- 
minence under the leadership of a great scholar 
and masterly controversialist, Thomas Cartwright 
of Cambridge, who exerted wide-spread influence, 
not only in the University, but Mso throughout 
the country. Cartwright went beyond the posi- 
tion of Hooper in the reign of Edward vi., and 
distinctly rejected the Episcopal form of govern- 
ment, pronouncing for Presbyterianism on grounds 
of Scripture. He was opposed by 'Whitgiit, then 
Vice-Cnancellor of the University. But even 
Whitgift, while defending Episcopacy, did not 
accept the Catholic doctrine of apostolical succession 
or even the divinely appointed authority of bishops 
as a distinct order of the ministry. This High 
Church view of the episcopate appears to have been 
first advocated by Bancroft in the year 1588. "We 
wait for Laud in the reign of James i. for the full 
assertion of the doctrine of apostolical succession. 
While Cartwright held that the Presbyterian 
order, with the right of the people to elect their 
ministers, was auGioritatively required by Scrip- 
ture, Whitgift maintained that the external polity 
of the Church was left an open question which the 
Christian State could settle for itself. It may be 
said, therefore, that Whitgift took a more liberal 
view of the situation than Cartivright. But then 
the Erastianism that accompanied it limited this 
liberty to the crown and a subservient parliament. 
In point of fact, it was only the queen who enjoyed 
freedom in the matter ; her subjects, including the 
Church and its ministrj', were tied down by the 
Act of Uniformity to the system of government on 
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■wWoh she had decided. In the year 1574Travers pub- 
lished his Disciplina Ecclesice ex vcrbo Dei descripta 
at Geneva, and twelve years later Cartwight trans- 
lated it into English •with additions. He and 
some 500 ministers signed their agreement -with it. 
This book was pronouncedly Protestant, and it 
advocated the form of church government adopted 
by the French Presbyterians. Efforts were made 
to further the Puritan cause by the introduction 
into Parliament of bills limiting the stringency of 
subscription and the powers of bishops. But they 
were all stopped by the queen and the court party 
which stood for the Episcopal settlement. In spite 
of this fact most of the Puritans remained in the 
Church. These were Presbyterians who hoped for 
the ultimate triumph of their oivn views in the 
Establishment, and who, cherishing that hope, 
submitted for the time being to ordinances of which 
they did not approve. A minority could not agree 
to this policy. A Presbyterian conventicle was 
founded at Wandsworth in 1572. This was sup- 
pressed and its members were scattered — the first 
instance of the breaking up of a Nonconformist 
church. But it was by the Congregationalists that 
the idea of separation was devdoped. Their view 
■svas first expounded by Robert Browne, whose 
Treatise of Reformation without tarying for anie 
was published in 1582. He blames those preachers 
who will not reform themselves or their charges, 
but wait till the magistrate commands or compels 
them. In taking up this position, he plainly advo- 
cates positive and open Nonconformity. It may be 
regarded as an accident that this was first identi- 
fied with Independency ; but, while Presbyterian- 
ism could be established by the State or left free 
as the case might be. Independency logically in- 
volved separation, because it recognized Christ as 
the only Head of the Church and the body of the 
Church members as the one authority competent to 
interpret His will. Browne’s fundamental prin- 
ciple also requires the same freedom. He states it 
thus ; 

‘ The Kingdom o{ God was not to be begun by whole parishes, 
but rather of the worthiest, were they never so few ’(4 True 
and Short Declaration, etc., p. 6). 

The Presbyterians were -willing to retain the 
parochial system, which assumed the Church 
membership of the whole nation. In rejecting 
this and arming for a separated Church of genuine 
Christians, Browne necessarily broke not only with 
the existing Anglican and Episcopal Act of Uni- 
formity, but with the very idea of such an act. 
He •would have had to stand out from an estab- 
lished Presbyterian Church. It is true that he did 
not always see the legitimate inferences to be 
drawn from his contentions ; for, while in one 
place he says, ‘They [the magistrates] may do 
nothing concerning the church, but only civilie, 
and as civile Magistrates’ {Treatise of Reforma- 
tion, p. 12), he is not always clear on the point or 
consistent with it. But this personal vacillation 
does not afl'ect the inherent requirements of his 
principles. See, further, art. Brownisji. 

Thus the early Independents became pronounced 
Nonconformists and were persecutecT as such. 
Robert Browne was reconciled to the Established 
Church in his later days. But the Indejiendents 
or Congregationalists — the names are synonymous 
— Barrow, Green, and Penry were hanged ns Non- 
conformists, the grounds of their condemnation 
being publishing seditious books, denying the 
royal supremacy (which was treated as construc- 
tively implying treason against the queen), and 
attacking the existing ecclesiastical order. The 
statute of the royal supremacy was oririnallj 
directed against the Roman Catholics and their 
adhesion to a foreign prince, in the pope, and Pro- 
testant Nonconformity was then scarcely con- 


sidered. It does not appear that Queen Elizabeth 
Imew or cared anything about the obscure Separa- 
tists. Their obstinate recalcitrance came as an 
unpleasant surprise to her. It was Whitgift who 
drew them out to tlie light, and he must bear 
the chief responsibility for the treatment that they 
received. For fuller particulars concerning these 
Elizabethan Nonconformists see artt. Congrega- 
tionalism and Presbyterianism. 

In 1593 there was enacted a rigorous law 
against Nonconformity (35 Elizabeth, cap. 1), 
threatening imprisonment, which was to continue 
till open submission and declaration of conformity 
were made. Obstinate oflenders were to abjure 
the realm. 

3. Early Stuart period. — ^During the reigns of 
James i. and Charles i. the Elizabethan require- 
rnents remained in force and with them the pro- 
hibition of Nonconformity. Nor was this all. 
Fresh disabilities were introduced and additional 
power was given to the engines of repression, so 
that the plight of the Noneonfoi'mists was worse 
now than it had been during the later years of 
Queen Elizabeth. They were harried out of the 
land. The irresponsible courts of the Star Chamber 
and the High Commission destroyed both liberty 
and justice. The first flight of the Separatists to 
Holland took place under Elizabeth ; a second 
followed under James I., when life in England had 
become intolerable for them. Unlike the Presby- 
terians, Puritans -ndthin the Church, who numbered 
in their ranks some of the ablest, most scholarly, 
and cultured men of their day, the earlier Congrega- 
tionalists were for the most part persons of humble 
origin and meagre attainments, although the 
martyrs Barrow and Greenwood were both educated 
at Cambridge University, A man of ■\rider culture 
and larger intelligence, as well as higher tone, was 
John Robinson, who went from Scrooby in Not- 
tinghamshire to Amsterdam, where he was followed 
by his congregation, and thence to Le3’den. Here 
Congregationalism was first established on a firm 
basis by a capable and large-minded exponent of 
its principles, and from this place it crossed over to 
America with the Pilgrim Fathers (g.v.). The Inde- 
pendents from Leyden were followed by others 
from England and also by Puritans who had not 
voluntarily separated from the Established Church, 
but who could not submit to its legally enforced 
requirements. They too, on joining the exiles at 
Plj-mouth, came to be fused with the Independents, 
whose principles they ultimately adopted. On the 
other hand, the Puritan Nonconformists, who 
made ,a new settlement in Massachusetts, carried 
•with them their Presbyterian tenets and estab- 
lished a rigorous Calvinistic government in the 
New World. It has been urged against the Non- 
conformists that after c]aiming_ liberty in England 
they practised tjTannj'in America. But to say this 
is to mil in discrimination. We should distinguish 
between the two classes of exiles. John Robin- 
son’s people, who had claimed Church freedom in 
the Old World, did concede it to a very large 
extent in New England ; but the Puritans, who 
denied it and enforced a State-governed Presby- 
terianism in Massachusetts, had never objected to 
the State establishment of religion, and, if they 
had obtained the upper hand at home, they would 
have enforced their form of Chnrch government, ns 
was the case with their successors in the days of 
the Long Parliament when the Covenant was 
adopted. Thus each party remained consistent 
with its principles. 

Meanwhile efforts were being made to secure an 
ecclesiastical settlement in England. In the year 
1604 the Hampton Court Conference was summoned 
— ostensibly in order to bring the opposing ))artica 
together, *Dr. Rejmolds, representing the I'resby- 
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terians, desired to secure permission for assemblies 
of the clergy eve^ three weeks, ‘ prophesying,’ 
and diocesan synods, each composed of the bishop 
and his presbyters. This proposal aimed at a 
compromise combining the essential elements of 
Episcopacy and Presbyterianism. In all proba- 
bility, if it had been adopted, we should have 
heard little more of Nonconformity except among 
the detached sects — Congregationalists, Baptists, 
Quakers, etc. ; for the majority of the Puritans 
were anxious to remain in the Church and to arrive 
at a common settlement. But this was not to 
be. The tone of the conference was anti-Puritan, 
and all that it effected was a more pronounced 
opposition to the Presbyterians and other Non- 
conformists. 

The same year James I., who thought his own 
consummate wisdom equal to a task at which theo- 
logians and statesmen had failed, made an attempt 
to determine the dispute by issuing his Book of 
Canons, which required every clergyman to sub- 
scribe ‘willingly and ex animo' to the royal 
supremacy, the Book of Common Prayer, and the 
Thirty-nine Articles. The king did not explain 
how any compulsion could be needed for what was 
to be done willingly. Although the book was 
passed under the Great Seal, it was never ad(^ted 
and authorized by Parliament. But it sufficed 
to aggravate the persecutions of a royal and 
episcopal tyranny. The hard case of the Puritans 
was still further embittered by the position taken 
up by Laud — and that on two accounts. First, 
Laud followed Bancroft in adopting the doctrine 
of the apostolical succession of bishops._ This 
implied that Presbyterian ordination was invalid, 
and it repudiated the Churchmanship of aU but 
Episcopalians. Inferentially it cut off the Church 
of England from communion Avith all the great 
Protestant Churches on the Continent, Lutheran, 
Calvinistic, and Zwinglian — a complete reversal of 
the policy of Elizabeth, who had championed the 
Continental Protestants. It also indicated some 
undoing of the work of the Beformation — a move 
back in the direction of Homan Catholicism. 
Laud himself had no leanings towards the papacy. 
On the contrary, his aim seems to have been to 
strengthen the Church of England by giving it 
a sound basis. Under the strong Tudors the royal 
supremacy was an adequate substitute for the 
papal ; but that was not the case with the Stuarts. 
Hooker had tried to justify the Episcopal position 
on grounds of Scripture and antiquity. But sonie 
one clear principle seemed needed to strengthen it 
against the Pre^yterian position and at the same 
time justify it in view of Homan Catholic claims. 
This Laud thought he had found in the divine 
appointment of the Anglican episcopate and its 
mystical powers. Such a contention was especi- 
ally offensive to the Puritans, and it aggravated 
their objections to the conduct of Church affairs by 
the authorities. The Prayer Book as interpreted 
by Laud was far worse than the Prayer Book as 
interpreted by Parker. In the second place. Laud 
was an Arminian, and the 17th cent, saw the 
Church of England invaded by Arminjanism. 
Archbishop Whitgift had been as Calvinistic as 
Cartwright. Those '.two controversialists_ agreed 
in doctrine, while they differed as to the discipline 
and government of the Church. Elizabeth herself 
was Calvinistically inclined, and the Elizabethan 
Church was mainly Calvinistic. The Lambeth 
Articles, which went beyond the Thirty-nine 
Articles in the direction of extreme Calvinism, 
represented the dominant spirit of Anglicanism at 
the end of the 16th century. But the 17th_cent. 
saw a great change in this respect. The Puritans, 
however, remained true, in the main, to the 
Genevan theology. There ivere exceptions, as in 
VOL. IX. — 25 


the case of John Smyth, who broke off from the 
Independent Church at Leyden on Baptist princi- 
ples and founded the General Baptist body, and 
later in the Independent John Goodwin. The 
Calvinism of the bulk of the Puritans was directly 
opposed to the Arminian tendencies of the Stuart 
Cliurch, and thus a second ground of divergence 
appeared, still further widening the breach and 
intensifying the antagonism between the Estab- 
lished Church and Nonconformity. The vigorous 
activity of Laud made this antagonism acute. 

4. The Parliamenta^ and Cromiwellian periods. 
— Then came the reaction, and Laud was sacrificed 
to the Presbyterian opposition. But the execution 
of the great Churchman did not save the ill-advised 
king and his incompetent courtiers. The Civil 
War indicated the uprising of Protestant England 
and Scotland against prelatical tyranny as much 
as against royal despotism. It was a fight for 
religious liberty. But with the Presbyterians this 
proved to be only liberty for themselves and their 
own views. Two stages in the subsequent triumph 
over the court and Episcopal side must be kept 
distinctly apart if the parties concerned are to be 
justly judged. The first is in the period of the 
Westminster Assembly and the Long Parliament, 
when Presbyterianism was made the religion of the 
nation by Act of Parliament, and the Solemn 
League and Covenant adopted by Parliament in 
England as well as north of the Tweed. The 
execution of this Erastian requirement was never 
complete. Presbyteries were established in London 
and in Lancashire ; but little was done to set them 
up in other parts of England. Many Episcopalians 
were then ejected from their livings, with a reduced 
maintenance at least allowed them by law {though 
they did not all get it), but not so many as 
Walker’s Sufferings of the Clergy, London, 1714, 
might lead us to suppose. In his exhaustive study 
of The Ejected of 1662 in Cumberland and West- 
morland, 2 vols., Manchester, 1911, B. Nightingale 
has gone carefully through Walker’s names for 
those counties, and finds (1) some incumbents 
removed for inefficiency or moral faults, (2) some 
for malignancy, on political grounds, and (3) 
some only deprived as pluralists of aU livings but 
one, which they were allowed to retain. There is 
no reason to believe that the case was different in 
other counties, the records of which have not been 
BO thoroughly searched. Still, no doubt there was 
much suffering under this parliamentary despo- 
tism, as well as real heroism and the true martyr 
spirit among loyal lovers of the suppressed Prayer 
Book. 

The second period is that of the Commonwealth, 
when Oliver Cromwell held the power of the State 
in his own hands. Cromwell had called the West- 
minster divines ‘persecutors.’ The five Inde- 
pendents who had left the Westminster Assembly 
when they had found all protests against the 
forcing of Presbyterianism on the nation ineffectual 
had stood out for a freer course. But even they 
had not anticipated the breadth of the great 
Protector’s policy. This was to leave alb godly 
men and gospel preachers, whether Congregation- 
alist, Presbyterian, or Episcopalianj in possession 
of their ^parishes so long as they discharged their 
duty faithfully. His triers were not all of one 
party, and they were expressly ordered not to 
molest worthy ministers of any of these persuasions. 
It was the widest, most comprehensive Church 
order ever established. Even some Baptists as 
well as many of the three denominations mentioned 
above now entered the ministry of the Established 
Church, notably Henry Jesse, rector of St. George’s, 
Southwark, John Tombes, vicar of Leominster, 
and Paul Hobbson, chaplain to Eton College. We 
must regard this as a large-minded statesman’s 
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practical expedient devised to meet a peculiarly 
awkward situation. It was not wholly consistent 
with the requirements of any of the parties con- 
cerned, for the Episcopalians had no hishopa, the 
Presbyterians haa no synods except in London and 
Lancashire, and the Independents were in charge 
of whole parishes, while also gathering and meet- 
ing their separated churches in those parishes. In 
reality it was an established Congregationalism 
unfettered by any formal creeds or canons of 
Church order. This secured personal liberty for 
the ministers and churches that it included within 
its ample boundaries. No Episcopalian was to be 
ejected except for inefficiency, immorality, or 
plotting against the government. Eoman Catho- 
lics, Unitarians, and Qualcers were not included in 
Cromwell’s otherwise comprehensive Church. But 
none of these people are kno'Nvn to have been 
holding livings when he assumed the reins of 
government. The Protector removed the disabili- | 
ties of Baptists and Congregationalists who had 
remained outside the Establishment all along — 
quite the majority in those denominations ; and, 
although the Quakers were still obnoxious to the 
law, he endeavoured, being favourably impressed 
in an interview with George Fox, to soften its 
rigour against them. Oliver Cromwell did not live 
long enough to test the efficacy of his efforts to 
secure religious amity ; and his arrangement fell 
to pieces in the chaos that followed his death and 
the succession of his incompetent and negligent 
son Bichard, who was more at home in a county 
gentleman’s life among horses and dogs than in 
great affairs of State. 

5. Period of the Restoration.— A national ver- 
sion against the gloom and sternness of Puritanism 
and despair of the establishment of settled_ order 
by the government of the day led to a joyous 
welcome of Charles II. when he landed at Dover on 
25th May 1660. Many have expressed surprise 
that the Presbyterians took the lead in bringing 
about the restoration of the Stuart dynasty. It 
should be observed, however, that at the time of 
the Westminster Assembly this party, in its 
antagonism to the Independents, who had leanings 
towards Republicanism, was turning towards the 
monarchy. Besides, could its leaders have gauged 
the depths of Charles’s perfidy ? Ten years before 
this, when in Scotland, he had sworn to support 
both the National Covenant of 1681 and the Solemn 
League and Covenant of 1643, and he had renewed 
his oath when crowned at Scone. Honourable 
men would find it hard to expect that a king would 
so forswear himself as to repudiate such an path 
and sanction the persecution of those who remained 
faithful to its principles. Then they had the 
king’s letter to the House of Commons, in which he 
promised to respect tender consciences and main- 
tain religious liberty. Was it to be supposed that 
•witliin two years he would break his word and 
repudiate the promise on condition of which he 
had been called to ascend the throne ? Many had 
grave misgivings ; but the tide was too strong for 
them. The worst that we can say of the Presby- 
terians who in%dted Charles is that they were 
deceived as to the character of the prince with 
whom they were dealing, haring no conception of 
its incredible baseness. Not that we are to accuse 
Charles of any hlachiavelliau policy of duplicity. 
Probably in his easy, careless^ way he intended to 
keep his word when he gave it. ^ Sb was no iover 
of persecutiou ; he would have liked all things to 
f'o pleasantly so long as he could revel in his oum 
pleasures. But, when these were threatened— 
being the only serious objects of his life — oaths and 
vows might be scattered to the winds. _ 

So it came about that the restoration of the 
monarchy brought irith it almost as a matter of 


course the restoration of the Anglican Episconal 
Church. The popular revulsion against Puntanisra 
made this inevitable. Charles could not have pre- 
vented it. What his pledged word should have 
opposed was the concurrent ecclesiastical tyranny 
W'hich immediately began to ogress every other 
kind of Church life. Many Presbyterians and 
others were at once expelled from their livings in 
the Church. In most cases this was in order to 
restore the rectors and vicars who had been cast 
out by the previous government. As far as that 
was the case, there could be little just ground of 
complaint. It was hard on the ejected ; so had the 
previous ejectment been hard on the Episcopalians, 
who could also claim priority of right. But these 
cases do not cover all the ground. .Amart from the 
restoration of livings to survivors from previous 
ejectment, a dead set wasmade against the Puritans, 
and many suffered in consequence. For two years, 
however, no new law was passed in order to bring 
about a sweeping clearance. But the storm was 
brewing, and in the year 1662 it burst with wide- 
spreading results. During the intermediate period 
the Puritan party was gradually experiencing 
more and more disfavour. This was seen in 
Parliament, where the expressions of vindictiveness 
against the opponents of the late king became 
more pronounced as time went on. It was also 
manifested by the actions of the government. Ten 
Presbyterian ministers were appointed among 
Charles ii.’s first chaplains, of wkom, however, 
only four actually preached before the king. 
These were Reynolds, Spurstow, Calamy, and 
Baxter. 

‘ I suppose,’ writes Baxter, • never a Man of them all ever re- 
ceived or expected a Penny for the Salary of their Places ’ (Mfe 
and Times, pt. 11. p. 229). 

The Worcester House Conference was then called 
together at the house of the Lord Cbamherlajn. 
It consisted of a meeting of Presbyterian chaplains 
with leading statesmen in the presence of the 
king, who professed to be glad at any approach to 
agreement — no doubt, in spite of his deep auphoity, 
irith some sincerity, for he was not ill-natured, 
and he always desired to seethings going pleasantly. 

! Baxter )iad previously conferred with Archbishop 
[ Usher, and the two had come to an agreement as 
to the terms to he proposed for a settlement. 
These were the appointment of a suffragan 
bishop in each rural deanery, annual diocesan 
synods, and a national sjmod every three years. 
It was to be a combination of Episcopacy and 
Presbyterianism. This suggestion, together ivith 
a recommendation for revision of the liturgy, was 
now adopted and proposed by the Presbyterian 
chaplains. They do not seem to have made 
any clear pronouncement on the vital ques- 
tion of Episcopal ordination. When the scheme 
was submitted to the bishops, they drew up a 
reply, which was presented to the Pr^hyterian 
chaplains in writing. On 4th Sept. Clarendon 
sent a draft declaration for indulgences to the 
Presbyterian divines, to which Baxter wote an 
elaborate answer ; and on 22nd Oct. hecffocted a 
meeting of representatives of both ecclcsiasticoa 
parties togetlier '\\dth the Dukes of Oriuond and 
AJbemarie, the Earls of Manchester and Anglesey, 
and Lord Hollis, the king himself being present. 
There were six bishops and six Presb3’terians. 
This was at Worcester House in the Strand, where 
Clarendon was living at the time. Unhappily, 
the conference broke down on a proposal of the 
kinc. introduced hy the Lord Chancellor, granting 

liberty of meetings for religions worship provided 

they did not disturb the public peace. Ihis was 
in response to a petition for toleration that the 
king had received from ‘Independents and Ana- 
baptists.’ 
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‘ The Presbyterians,’ says Baxter, ‘ all perceived . . . that it 
would secure the Liberty ot the Papists ’ (pt. ii. p. 277). 

Baxter, himself the champion of liberty, who was 
labouring for peace and comprehension, protested 
against the inclusion of papists and Socinians. 
Thereupon the king broke up the meeting. Two 
or three days later Charles issued a manifesto 
embodsdng some of Baxter’s proposals, including 
the appointment of suffragan bishops, the require- 
ment that censures should not be issued without 
the co-operation of presbyters, and a revision of 
the Prayer Book. The king also gratuitously 
renewed the declaration from Breda that no one 
should be disquieted for difierences of religious 
opinion. Baxter, Calamy, and Reynolds were 
offered bishoprics. Baxter declined j Calamy 
would wait till the new royal declaration became 
law — which never was the case; Reynolds, on 
Baxter’s advice, and hoping to help the Puritan 
cause, accepted the see of Norwich. Wlien the 
proposals of Charles’s manifesto came before Par- 
liament, they were rejected. 

In the winter of the same year an excuse was 
found for oppressive measures in Tenner’s insur- 
rection — a petty disturbance raised by a small 
party of fanatical Fifth Monarchy men. But this 
was not the real cause of the new severity, for, 
although a declaration curtailing religious liberty 
was not issued till 10th Jan. — four days after the 
riot — the Council Book shows that its provisions 
had been decided on in the Council on 2nd Jan., 
i.e. four days before that outbreak (see J. Stoughton, 
CImrch ana State Two Hundred Years Ago, London, 
1862, p. 131). This order in council forbade the 
meetings of Anabaptists, Quakers, and other sec- 
taries in large numbers, and restricted them to their 
own counties. Apart from its speciBc requirements, 
there were plenty of old laws that had slumbered 
neglected under more liberal administrations which 
could be revived and utilized for the persecution of 
Nonconformists, and there were many victims of 
this persecution before the famous ejection. Among 
others John Bunyan had been sent to Bedford jail 
for his Nonconformist activity on 12th Nov. 1660 
— eighteen months before the new Act of Uni- 
formity was passed. 

6. The Savoy Conference. — The Savoy Confer- 
ence was summoned by royal authority on 25th 
March 1661, as a commission to attempt a settle- 
ment by a revision of the Prayer Book. It consisted 
of Church dignitaries and Presbyterians. The 
Congregation^ists, Baptists, and other denomina- 
tions were not represented in it. The bishops 
showed from the first no inclination to come to 
terms, and they repudiated the objections urged 
by the Presbyterians to any of the contents of the 
book as it stood. Baxter, who had undertaken to 
draw up a scheme of suggestions for amending it, 
made the amazing mistake of writing an entirely 
new book of prayers and offering it to the bishops 
as a substitute for their old Prayer Book. Utterly 
unpractical and altogether lacking in diplomatic 
policy as the great and good man showed himself 
to be in this matter, he was throughout labouring 
for peace, and the supreme object of his endeavours 
was to secure a unitea Church. It was not Baxter’s 
unpracticalness, however, but the obvious deter- 
mination of the bisliops to make no concessions, 
that led to the failure of the conference. The 
Savoy Conference met at the time when prepara- 
tions were being made for the king’s coronation — 
a great and gorgeous function in wliich none but 
Episcopalians of the Established Church took any 
part. Thus the very object of a conference called 
together by royal authority was negatived in the 
eyes of all men while its discussions were being 
carried on. 

7. Reactionary measures. — Meanwhile a new 


House of Commons was elected, and no sooner did 
it meet than it began to show its character. Y oung 
squires whose fathers had suffered for the royalist 
cause were in no mood to welcome projects of con- 
ciliation and compromise. In particular, three 
measures passed in the first year of this parliament 
(1661) marked the reaction against the Puritan 
rdgime very distinctly, viz. acts for the return of 
the bishops to the House of Lords, the restoration 
of some ancient ecclesiastical customs, and the ex- 
clusion of Nonconformists from municipal offices 
by requiring the test of the sacrament in an 
^glican church. These measures were brought 
in so closely together and pressed through so quickly 
that it is manifest that they were in a pre-coucerted 
plan for the eflective re-establishment of a dominant 
Episcopacy. Charles’s promise at Breda of respect 
for tender consciences and religious liberty was 
flung to the winds in the roysu assent to these 
Acts of Parliament. 

8. Act of Uniformity. — A fourth measure, of 
greater historical importance and far-reaching con- 
sequences, was the now famous Act of Uniformity 
(14 Charles n., cap. 4), which split the Church in 
two, and thereby created Nonconformity as a 
powerful factor in the national life. The bill was 
introduced into the House of Commons by Serjeant 
Keeling, a man whose disposition may be seen in 
the fact that on one occasion, when he was a judge, 
he fined each member of a jury 100 marks for 
acquitting some people who had assembled for 
worship one Sunday with Bibles but without Prayer 
Books. It was read a first time on 29th June, and 
it had passed through aU its stages and was sent 
up to the House of Lords by 10th August. As it 
then stood, this bill required all clergymen, on 
pain of ejectment from their livings for disobedience, 
to declare publicly ‘their unfeigned assent and 
consent to the use of all things ’ contained in the 
Book of Common Prayer. This was legislating in 
the dark ; for the revision of the Prayer Book in 
Convocation by order of council was not begun till 
November, and was completed only on 20th Dec, — 
more than four months after the requirement to 
give conscientious consent to the use of all that it 
was to contain had been voted by the Commons. 
Any clergy who after their ejectment conducted 
public services were to be punished with imprison- 
ment — three months for each offence. 

It was not till the next year, 1662, that the House 
of Lords took the measure into consideration, and 
then several amendments were introduced, most of 
which rendered it more drastic. The date for 
ejectment in case of non-com^iance was brought 
back from Michaelmas to St. Bartholomew’s day, 
thereby depriving the incumbents of the tithes 
which they had earned by nearly a year’s work. 
Worse than this, the subscription was altered from 
assent and consent to the ‘ use ’ of the Prayer Book 
to assent and consent to ‘ all its contents,’ so as to 
run thus: ‘I, A. B., doe declare my unfeigned 
assent and consent to all and everything contained 
and prescribed in and by the book intituled The 
Book of Common Prayer,’ etc. Here we come to 
the crux of the matter. The acceptance of this 
amendment by the Commons and the assent given 
to the bill by the king constituted the essential 
cause of subsequent Nonconformity. The clergy- 
man who could not declare that he conscientiously 
believed every sentence printed between the two 
covers of that book was to be deprived of his living 
in the Church of England. When an attempt was 
made in the House of Lords to explain this clause 
as meaning only a promise to use the book in its 
entirety, that explanation was negatived. There 
can be no doubt that the clause was made as exact- 
ing as possible for the express purpose of expelling 
the Puritans from the Church of England. Addi- 
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tional amendments required of all cathedral digni- 
taries, sclioolmasters, and private tutors a declara- 
tion of non-resistance and a repudiation of the 
Solemn League and Covenant — i.e. a condemnation 
of the action of tlie parliamentary party in the 
late war. _ The clause referring to the Co\-enant 
was to be in force only for twenty years, after the 
expiration of which period it might he expected to 
he no longer necessary. On the other hand, two 
amendments were introduced by the Lords miti- 
gating the severity of the bill. One was assenting 
to the king’s suggestion that he should be allowed 
some dispensing power, the other giving to the 
ejected ministers a grant of one-fifth out of their 
forfeited livings, similar to the grant that had 
been made to ejected Episcopalians by the Long 
Parliament. When the bill thus amended was 
sent up to the Commons, the House accepted all 
the changes which added to its severity and rejected 
the two changes of the opposite character. No 
doubt Charles’s motive in claiming dispensing 
power was suspected as intended to prepare for 
leniency towards Roman Catholics. The rejec- 
tion of the amendment proposing a small pension 
for the ejected clergy snows the animus of the 
House. 

9. The ejectment — On 19th May the bill in its 
final form received the royal assent. Baxter at 
once resigned his two London lectureships. This 
he did lest his attitude should be misunderstood 
as implying compliance with the measure. It is 
commonly supposed that, when the act came into 
force, it resulted in the ejectment of 2000 clergy- 
men.* In point of fact, the number of those 'vwio 
were deprived of their livings on 24th Aug. 1662 
was somewhat less ; but, if we add to the list the 
names of those who had been expelled after the 
king’s accession, during the intermediate two years, 
proBably it will mount up to more than 2000. This 
then may he said in round numbers to be about 
the total of the ejected Nonconformists in the reign 
of Charles n.® Among them were some of the 
most learned, earnest, and effective ministers. 
The ejectment of these men inflicted a tremendous 
blow on the Church. At tlie same time the im- 
poverishment of the Establishment carried with it 
a corresponding enrichment of Nonconformity. To 
the few Congregationalist and Baptist churches 
that had dared to maintain their independence 
was now added a large number of ministers and 
their disciples who were henceforth to maintain 
their religious life and teaching outside the pale of 
the Church of England, blost of these people 
went out with no faith in Free Church principles. 
The majority were Presbyterians who had stood 
for the establishment of Presbyterianism. There 
were also some Episcopalians, who, while believing 
in the three orders and the authority of bishops, 
could not give their conscientious assent to certain 
things in the Prayer Book, chiefly because it seemed 
to contain remnants of Romanism ; and there were 
the Independents and the few Baptists who never 
would have been in an Established Church if they 

1 Gilamy reckons 21SS ; Palmer, 21PB. 

2 It has been pointed out that, since the Kevised Prayer Book 
was not published till about three vrceks before the act was bo 
oome into operation, some clergj'uien in remote parts could not 
even have seen it when they were required to give their solemn 
assent and consent to ail its contents. It would have been 
only reasonable to have allon'ed everybody a sufficient time 
for'studvins it. And indeed it should be noted that the act i 
expressly provides for those who are prevented from com- 
plj-injj vath its requirements at the assigned date by any ‘law- 
ful impediment.’ But it was left to the bishop to determine 
what constituted a ‘lawful impediment' Inability to see the 
book in time might well be reckoned such. And there is extant 
a document in which the bishop of Peterborough excuses delay 
in signing on the part of his cathedral prebends for mis very 
reason. On the other hand, a bishop might override this excuse 
or hold that a delaying clergyman whose cjectmeut he desired 
could have obtained a copy of the book In time. It was left 
cntirelv to the bishop’s decision. 


had realized the logical issues of their principles. 
Together these four classes of ejected ministers 
with their faithful disciples all became Noncon- 
formists. _ Many of them proceeded to found new 
churches in accordance with tlieir distinctive tenets. 
The result of their actinty is to be seen in the 
number of 1662 churches that were celebrating 
their 250th anniversary in the year 1912. The 
ministry of the ejected ministers was liable to 
punishment, and in many cases was punished, the 
pen^ty imposed for preaching or conducting 
sendees after ejectment being three months’ im- 
prisonment. 

There can be no doubt that this act entailed a 
vast amount of suffering among the ejected and 
impoverislied clergy and their families. It is clear 
also that there were real heroism and a fine fidelity 
of conscience on the part of men who left their 
homes and their flocks and went out as wanderers, 
in most cases ivith no prospect of a livelihood or 
opportunity for continuing their life-work. On 
the other hand, the following facts should also be 
remembered. (1) The persecutors had in many 
cases been persecuted themselves under the par- 
liamentary regime. Revenge is un-Christian ; but 
it is human, and its added severity when the tables 
are turned is also in accordance with human 
nature. (2) Most of the victims would have 
enforced a uniformity of their own on their per- 
secutors if only they could again have got the 
I upper hand, for tliey were in sympathy with the 
Covenant. This is not true of all. (3J The posi- 
tion of the Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and 
Baptists within the Established Church, if tiiey 
had been permitted to remain, could not have 
been happy, and they would have been wise to 
come out of their oivn accord in order to share the 
freedom and independence of their ecclesiastical 
fellows who were already main tainingtheir separate 
churches. Hard as was their fate personally, the 
ejected were able to advance their principles much 
better outside the Church than would nave been 
possible within its hounds, however wide these 
might have been. 

10. Conventicle Act — The Act of Uniformity 
was directed against nonconforming clergymen 
and teachers. It did not directly afleot the con- 
gregations. There were old laws that could he 
brought to hear on the attendants atNonconfqrmist 
services. In particular, by an act of the reign of 
Elizabeth (35 Elizabeth, cap. 1) all persons attend- 
ing any other services than those or the Church of 
England ns by law established incurred a penalty 
of imprisonment, and, if they failed to make their 
submission in three months, were liable to banish- 
ment from the kingdom. But doubts were raised 
whether this law was still operative. Accordingly, 
in the year 1664 the Conventicle Act (16 Car. II., 
cap. 4) was passed, declaring it to be ‘ very clear 
and evident nhat the Elizabethan statute was still 
in force and ‘ought to he put in due execution,’ 
and providing further and more speedy remedies 
against the practices of ' seditious sectaries and 
other disloyal persons.’ It was now enacted that 
every person over sixteen years of age attending 
any Nonconformist service, at which five or more 
persons — in addition to the household — were 
present, was liable to a fine of £5 for_ the first 
offence, and in default of payment to imprisop- 
ment for three months ; for the second, £10 or sir 
months ; for the third, £100 or seven years ’ trans- 
portation to one of his Majesty’s^ foreign planta- 
tions. The exile was to pay his own pas.'wige 
money, and, if he did not provide this, his goods 
were to he distrained for the purpose. If that did 
not bring in enough money, the shipper might 
detain him as a labourer till he had worked the 
amount off for any period up to five years. The 
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act -was to be in force for three years and till the 
close of the first session of Parliament held after the 
expiration of this period. Now began the romance 
of Nonconformity, fascinating to read about, but 
tragic to experience. Meetings were held in lonely 
houses, in cellars, in hay-lofts, in all sorts of out- 
of-the-way places. Secret passages were provided 
and watchers were set to give notice of the danger 
of arrest. In spite of every precaution, many 
conventicles were surprised and their attendante 
carried off to iail. 

11. Five Mile Act. — The next year occurred the 
Plague of London, and then, some of the newly- 
appointed city clergy having fled to the green fields 
to escape the infection, some of their predecessors 
— the ejected ministers — returned to their old flocks 
and ministered to them in their distress (see Baxter, 
pt. iii. p. 2; Burnet, History, i. 411). The same 
year, 1665, there was passed the Five Mile Act (16 
Car. n., cap. 2), to still further restrict the activity 
of Nonconformist ministers. It required all per- 
sons in holy orders or pretending to be in holy 
orders who had not made the declarations required 
by the Act of Uniformity to take an oath that ‘ it 
is not lawful upon any pretence to take up arms 
against the king,’ and to add, ‘ I Avill not at any 
time endeavour any alteration of government, 
either in church or state.’ The ejected minister 
who refused to take this oath was forbidden, under 
penalty of £40, to come except on a journey within 
five mUes of any city or corporate town, or of any 
parliamentary borough, or of any parish, town, or 
place in which he had formerly been the parson, 
vicar, curate, stipendiary, or lecturer, or had con- 
ducted any Nonconformist service. He was also 
forbidden to keep any school. 

12. New Conventicle Act. — A scheme of compre- 
hension agreed upon between Wilkins, bishop of 
Chester, and the Presbyterian leaders, and favoured 
by Stillingfleet, Tillotson, and Reynolds, which 
would have allowed Presbyterian ordination with 
the addition of the laying on of the bishop’s hands to 
confer legal authority and also permit assemblies in 
orthodox meeting-houses, never got the length of a 
bill in Parliament. On the other hand, in the year 
1670, after the expiration of the Conventicle Act, 
Sheldon, bishop of London, who had taken a fore- 
most part in shaping and pushing forward the 
measures against the Nonconformists, persuaded the 
king to issiie a proclamation commanding the old 
(Elizabethan) laws against Nonconformity and also 
the Five Mile Act to be put in force. The House of 
Commons thanked the king and proceeded to pass 
a new and milder Conventicle Bill (22 Charles li., 
cap. 1), fining only five shillings for the first offence 
and ten shillings for the second, with no imprison- 
ment. If some could not aflbrd to pay the fines, 
others who were in the congregation could be 
required to make them up to the amount of £10 
for each person thus mulcted. Preachers were to 
be fined £10 and £20. This measure, thongli much 
less severe than the earlier law, proved to be more 
eflective. It was followed in 1673 by the Test Act, 
which practically excluded consistent Nonconform- 
ists from all government employment — civil, 
military, or naval. 

13. Indulgences. — In the year 1672 Charles pt- 
temptod to put in force the dispensing power which 
he said was ‘ not only inherent in him, but hath 
been declared and recognized to be so by several 
statutes and Acts of Parliament.’ He gave as his 
reason for doing so that there was ‘ very little 
fruit of all those forcible courses,’ so strong and 
stubborn was Nonconformity in spite of all attempts 
to suppress it. This was while the king was enjoy- 
ing some freedom during a parliamentary recess ; 
but the next year, within a week of re-assembling, 
the Commons resolved ‘ that the Penal Statutes in 


matters ecclesiastical cannot be suspended but by 
Act of Parliament.’ When the king held out, they 
refused him supplies. This drove him to yield, 
and he broke the seal of his declaration with 
his oivn hands and recalled the licences issued 
under it. 

_ James II. went furtlier with the obvious in ten 
tion of securing privileges for the Roman Catholics 
by enlarging the bounds of religious liberty, per- 
haps also because he was really opposed to persecu- 
tion. On 4th April 1687 he issued a Declaration 
of Indulgence suspending all laws inflicting penal- 
ties for Nonconformity. There were victims of 
those laws who gravely disapproved of this uncon- 
stitutional action and refused to avail themselves 
of the advantages that it ottered them. John 
Howe denounced the dispensing power. Daniel 
Williams said that he would rather suffer injustice 
than sanction violation of the fundamental princi- 
ples of the constitution. But great difference of 
opinion on the question existed, as may be seen in 
the war of pamphlets that followed, and many 
Nonconformists availed themselves of these indulg- 
ences — as many as 3500 in five months (for speci- 
mens of the licences see G. L. Turner, Original 
Records of early Nonconformity under Persecution 
and Indulgence, 2 vols., London, 1911). On 27th 
April 1688 James issued his second Declaration of 
Indulgence with a command that it should be read 
in all the churches. When the seven bishops who 
refused to obey the illegal order were tried and 
acquitted, the Nonconformists joined with the 
people generally in acclaiming this vindication of 
law in opposition to Stuart despotism. 

14. Toleration. — The flight of James followed 
by the accession of William and Mary brought 
the Nonconformists relief from the persecuting 
laws. The king himself recommended the repeal 
of the Corporation and Test Acts ; but, although 
efforts were made in Parliament to bring about 
these ends, they were not successful. On the 
other hand, all holders of office in State and 
Church were required to take the oaths of sup- 
remacy and allegiance to the new sovereign. 
Four hundred of the clergy, including six bishops, 
refused, considering themselves still bound by 
their oaths of allegiance to James. These ‘Non- 
jurors’ (g.v.) were really Nonconformists in their 
separation from the Church, although not as 
regards the Act of Uniformity, to which they stUl 
adhered. On 24th May 1689 the Toleration Act 
(1 William and Mary, cap. 18) was passed. It 
granted exemption from all the penalties to 
which Nonconformists were liable under the Acts 
of Elizabeth and Charles ii. Thus, while it did 
not repeal any of those acts, it drew their teeth. 
Nonconformity was still illegal. The Act of Uni- 
formity not only still kept those who did not 
accept the Prayer Book in its entirety out of the 
Church ; it still forbade ejected ministers to con- 
duct services elsewhere, and conventicles were still 
prohibited. But there was no punishment for dis- 
obeying these laws. This anomalous position in- 
volved toleration, but not full liberty of conscience, 
much less religious equality. It was only granted 
subject to the following conditions; (1) tlie oath 
of allegiance, (2) subscription to a declaration 
against popery, (3) subscription by ministers _ of 
Nonconformist congregations to the Thirty-nine 
Articles, with the exception of Article 3 and part 
of Article 4. Baptists were also exempt rvith 
regard to the Article on Baptism, and Quakers 
were altogether free from this condition. Previous 
legislation making attendance at public worship 
compulsory was confirmed and extended to include 
Nonconformist places of worship. These were to 
be licensed and protected from molestation under 
penalties. 
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Limited as the toleration was, it gave at once 
release from legal persecution, and it was followed 
by a great extension of the building of Noncon- 
formist meeting-houses. Before the end of the 
century as many as 2418 licences for Nonconformist 
places of worship were taken out. 

ic Comprehension Bill. — MeanwhUe Burnet, 
Tiuotson, Tenisonj and other men of liberal senti- 
ments were for going further, and they favoured a 
Comprehension Bill, which was introduced into 
the House of Lords by the Earl of Nottingham 
and passed in that chamber, but relegated by the 
Commons to Convocation, where, after it had been 
carefully examined by a commission, the Upper 
House favoured it, but the Lower condemned it. 
The Presbyterians and Congregationalists were 
largely in favour of it, especially Baxter and 
Calamy. But the House of Commons did not 
proceed ivith it in face of the adverse attitude 
of the bulk of the clergy. Calamy thought that, 
if the bill had pMsed, it would have brought two- 
thirds of the Dissenters into the Church. The 
Baptists, the Quakers, and the Unitarians would 
still have stood out in nonconformity. This 
measure had required a modified subscription 
mving general approval of the doctrine or the 
Church of England and a promise to conform to its 
worship and government. The more rigorous 
Nonconformists could not have agreed to that ; but 
it was the Church party that actively opposed the 
measure and stopped its progress. 

16. Queen Anne and reaction. — The reign of 
Anne was marked by a reaction against the toler- 
ant policy of William and Mary, the queen’s main 
object being to strengthen the Church of England. 
Dissenters were now subjected to many kinds of 
petty persecution and insult in spite of the Tolera- 
tion Act. In the first year of the new reign Do 
Foe’s Short Way with Dissmters appeared as an 
anonymous tract. It recommended their extermi- 
nation. The High Church party was completely 
deceived by it, and, reading it as a grave recom- 
mendation of the sternest measures, exulted in 
the daring of its proposals. When they discovered 
that it was vTitten by a Dissenter as a satire on 
their attitude to Nonconformity, they were furious. 
Its author was discovered, prosecuted for using 
seditious language, fined £200, and put into the 
pillory — an outrage which the London populace 
turned into a glorification by decking the piUory 
\vith flowers. 

17. Occasional Conformity Act. — During this 
rei^ two measures were enacted for increasing 
the disabilities of Nonconformists. One was the 
Occasional Conformity Act, which Avas passed by 
the Commons in 1702 and again in 1703, but on 
each occasion throAvn out by the Lords. At last, 
in 1711, it was pushed through Parliament by a 
bargain with the Whigs, who preponderated in the 
Upper House, they being then intent on defeating 
the negotiations that led to the Peace of Utrecht. 
It had become customary for Nonconformist 
municipal and other officials to evade the Test and 
Corporation Acts by taking the sacrament in their 
parish churches once or tivice a year, though at- 
tending their OAvn meeting-houses on other occa- 
sions. De Foe had vehemently denounced the 
practice. This new law enacted that any persons 
m public offices who, after taking the sacrament 
test, attended any religions meeting where five 
persons Avere present besides the family should be 
disabled from their employments and fined £100, 
Avith the addition of £5 for eA-ery day they acted in 
such employments, and further incapacitated till 
after a year’s conformity. A reward of £40 Avas 
offered to informers, encouraging spies in the 
meeting-houses. This act was designed to exclude 
Nonconformists from all public sendee. It u-as to 


a considerable extent evaded by the practice of 
keeping a private chaplain in the occasional con- 
formist official’s house. 

18 . Schism Act. — The Occasional Conformity 
Act had alloAved^ Nonconformist teachers and 

reachers to exercise their callings on certain con- 
itions elseAvhere than in the counties Avliere they 
had been originally qualified, and many of them 
obtained a living by keeping schools. Academies 
Avere noAv springing up for the education of the 
ministry. The 17th cent. Nonconformist ministers 
had been_ among the most cultured alumni of the 
universities, but the Act of Uniformity excluded 
their successors from those ancient national seats 
of learning. Accordingly, valiant attempts to 
compensate for this deprivation Avere made by the 
Nonconformist scholars, Avho prized an educated 
ministry. The Schism Act (1714) was designed to 
destroy Nonconformist scholarship ; like a similar 
ordinance of the emperor Julian directed against 
the higher education of the Christians in the 
Homan empire, it aimed at accomplishing its 
purpose by a process of intellectual starvation. 
To recover favour AA-ith the queen, the free-thinker 
Bolingbroke prompted the measure. It aa-us intro- 
duced in the Commons by Sir W. Windham, and, 
though opposed by the Whigs,- carried there by 237 
votes to 126. Bolingbroke obtained only 77 votes 
to 72 in the Lords. To their credit five bishops 
and 28 lay peers signed their protest against this 
peculiarly mean and cruel bill. It enacted that 
teachers must (1) be licensed by their bishop, (2) 
promise to conform to the liturgy, (3) take the 
sacrament at least annually in the Church of 
England Avay. Certain mitigating qualifications 
introduced by the Lords Avere accepted by the 
Commons and incorporated in the Dili, viz. (1) 
teachers of elementary subjects Avere exempt, and 
(2) also tutors in noblemen’s families ; (3) only the 
higher courts could inflict the penalties. A gratui- 
tous injustice Avas the extension of the act to 
Ireland. So strongly AA’as the government^ set 
against the Dissenters that in all probability 
before long the Act of Toleration Avould have 
been repealed if Queen Anne had not died the 
same year. 

19 . Nonconformity under the House of Hanover. 
— While many in the Anglican Church sympathized 
Avith the cause of the tAvo Pretenders, the Non- 
conformists Avelcomed the House of Hanover and 
Avere among its stanchest supporters. George I. 
came pledged both to Protestantism and to the 
maintenance of religious liberty.^ But, although 
overt acts of persecution ceased Avith his accession, 
the Occasional Conformity and Schism Acts Avere 
not repealed till the year 1719» Avhen StanhOTe 
carried through the measures of liberation. He 
attempted to destroy a third act of religious intoler- 
ance, the Test Act ; but AA-ith that he failed. In 
the year 1722 an net was passed to relieve the 
Quakers from a form of words in making their 
affirmation of loyalty Avhich they deemed contrary 
to their principles, Avith the result that even noAV 
some of them Avere in prison. It Avas A-ehemently 
opposed by Atterbnry and other bishops and 
cmrgy; but their opposition was ultimately borne 
doAA-n. 

20 . Period of decline. — The removal of the worst 
legal disabilities Avas not folloAved by prosperity to 
the Nonconformists, Avho shared in the geneml 
decline of religious life during the period preceding 
the Methodist revival. The anonymous author of 
An Enquiry into the Causes of the Decay the 
Dissenting Interest, published in 1714, attributed 
this to tAvo causes — ^lack of thought and defective 
organization resulting in the inadequate payment 
of ministers. But the subsequent groAvth of 
Arianism, issuingatlength in Umtarianism among 
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the Presbyterians and General Baptists, did not 
suggest a creed-bound orthodoxy. The causes 
■were deeper in the life of the nation and the spirit 
of the tinaes, and Anglicans as "well as Dissenters 
shared in the depression of religious life. There 
■was a further cause of ■weakness that affected only 
a minority of the ministers. This was the Begium 
Donum, a secret annual gift from the king for the 
benefit of ministers’ ■wid o'ws tb at had been engi neered 
by Walpole. When it became known, many Non- 
conformists opposed the recemng of it as contrary 
to their principles. But it was kept up amid much 
heart-burning for more than a century. 

21. ‘ The Church in danger.’ — The invasion by 
the Pretender in 1716 was made the occasion for 
the cry of ' The Church in danger,’ when riots 
occurred in which a number of Dissenting meeting- 
houses were destroyed. Two years later a sermon 
preached before the king by Hoadly, the bishop of 
Bangor, on ‘ The Nature of the Kingdom or Church 
of Christ’ raised a storm and revived this party 
cry. Hoadly advocated ‘the union and mutual 
charity of all Protestants,’ and declared that the 
time had come when all the disabilities of the 
Dissenters might be removed. For this he ■was 
charged in the Lower House of Convocation ■with 
undermining the constitution of the Church and 
impeaching the authority of the king. Convoca- 
tion was prorogued before the Upper House had 
time to face the question, and for long after effectu- 
ally silenced. 

22. The ‘ Dissenting Deputies.’ — Just before the 
general election of 1734 a body known as the 
‘ Dissenting Deputies ’ was formed in order to take 

f 'olitical action for the rights of Nonconformity, 
t exists to-day and consists of delegates of the Pres- 
byterian, Congregational, and Baptist Clinrches 
within ten miles of London. Sir Robert Walpole 
promised it his support, and the Dissenters in 
return worked for nis side in the election. But 
when, after he had secured a majority, the deputies 
asked him to use the government influence for 
relieving them from the oppression of the Corpora- 
tion and Test Acts, he procrastinated on the plea 
that the attempt Avould revive the cry of ‘ The 
Chnrch in danger,’ and finally declined altogether 
to help them. In the House of Commons he 
declared that the proposal was ill-timed, and 
thereupon it was lost by 251 to 123 votes. Never- 
theless the Dissenting Deputies succeeded in 
stopping many local acts of illegal tyranny and 
oppression and also in securing some parliamentary 
relief. 

For instance, there was a peculiarly cruel form of tyranny 
practised in the city of London when Nonconformisto were 
elected to the office of sheriff. A heaiT fine was inflicted on a 
person who declined to serve in this office after being elected to 
It. The Corporation Act prevented honest Nonconformists from 
serving. But some Nonconformists were elected in view of that 
fact for the express purpose of getting them fined. This 
iniquitous procedure was now stopped. 

An attempt to widen the Church by the aboli- 
tion of subscription to the Articles, w'hioh was 
beran in the year 1771 by Archdeacon Blackburne 
in his Proposals, was defeated by protests in the 
interests of orthodoxy which cut across the old 
lines of division. It ■was thought to be promoted 
in the interests of the Unitarians — ^people who at 
this time were taking the most prominent place in 
eflbrts for religious liberty under the able leader- 
ship of Priestley and Price. Towards the end of 
the century renewed attempts to abolish the Cor- 
poration and Test Acts secured the powerful support 
of Fox ; but they were opposed by Pitt, partly on 
account of the sympathy of the Dissenters with the 
French Revolution in its earlier stages. In the 
riots that took place at Birmingham the mob 
burned doivn Priestley’s house. 

23. Methodism. — Although both of Jolm 


Wesley’s grandfathers had been ejected ministers, 
he as well as George Whitefleld was a Churchman, 
Wesley in particular clinging to Anglicanism to 
the last, even after he had been denied access to the 
churches and had himself ordained Methodist 
ministers. Nevertheless the Methodist revival 
gave a great impulse to Nonconformity in two 
ways : (1) by its revival of religion ; unlike the 
parish cler^, the Dissenters welcomed the move- 
ment for which their most earnest ministers, Isaac 
Watts and Philip Doddridge, had prepared ; (2) by 
the breach between Methodism and the Church ; 
while the Methodists did not reckon themselves 
Nonconformists, their compulsory separation from 
the Establishment and independent action could 
not but Aveaken the Church-and-Stale position 
and correspondingly strengthen that of Noncon- 
formity. 

2^. Repeal of penal enactments. — A ‘ Protestant 
Society for the Protection of Religious Liberty ’ 
was founded in the year 1811. Its object was to 
‘ obtain the repeal of every penal law which pre- 
vented the complete enjoyment of religious liberty. 
The chief leader in this movement was John Wilks, 
a son of Matthew Wilks, the minister at Moor- 
fields. Acting in conjunction with the Dissenting 
Deputies, within a twelvemonth it secured the 
repeal of the Quakers’ oaths, the Conventicle Act, 
and the Five Mile Act. The statutes of William 
III. and George III. which excluded Unitarians 
from the benefit of the Toleration Act and punished 
a denial of the doctrine of the Trinity as blasphemy 
were repealed the next year (1813). In 1820 Lord 
John Russell, xvho had become the champion of 
religious liberty and obtained the enthusiastic 
support of the Nonconformists, carried through the 
long-delayed repeal of the Test and Corporation 
Acts. The earliest of all the acts against Noncon- 
formity, its very parent, the Act of Uniformity, 
still remains on the statute-book, and it is still m 
force as regards the ministry of the Anglican 
Church, although its penal clauses with regard to 
Nonconformists were neutralized by the Act of 
Toleration. The Registration Act of 1836 (6 and 7 
William rv., cap. 85) ordered a State registration of 
births, deaths, and marriages, which is specially 
beneficial to Nonconformists, because pre'viously 
the only registers were those of the parish clergy. 
The Dissenter Marriage Act of the same year (6 and 
7 William iv., cap. 83) alloAved of marriages in Non- 
conformist places of worship licensed for the pur- 
pose on condition of the presence of the registrar. 
The starting of the Nonconformist newspaper in 
the year 1841, under the masterly editorship of 
Edward Miall, gave a fresh impulse to movements 
for religious equality as well as liberty. Three 
years later ' The British Anti-State Church Associa- 
tion’ was formed for the disestablishment of the 
Church. Its title was changed in 1853 to that of 
‘ The Society for the Liberation of Religion from 
State Patronage and Control’ — knoivn popularly 
as ‘ The Liberation Society ’ — of which J. Carvell 
Williams was long the secretary. Compulsory 
Church rates were abolished in 1868 (31 and 33 
Victoria, cap. 109). After many earlier attempts 
had failed, W. E. Gladstone, who had defenued 
them while he represented Oxford University, now 
supported the abolition of compulsion, so that 
Church rates were made purely voluntary and to 
be demanded only of those Avilling to pay them. 
The disestablishment of the Anglican Chnrch in 
Ireland (32 and 33 Victoria, cap. 102) under Glad- 
stone’s leadership in 1868 put an end to Noncon- 
formity in Ireland by establishing complete religi- 
ous equality in the island. 

The year 1871 saw the University Tests Aboli- 
tion Bill passed into law (34 and 35 Victoria, cap. 
26). This threw open degrees and appointments in 
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the nniversities to Nonconformists. Tlie eman- 
cipation, liowever, was not so complete as C. S. 
Mlall represents it in his continuation of Skeats’s 
History of the Free Churches (jp, 624). Theological 
degrees and theological professorships are still 
confined to members of the Church of England. 
In 1882 the headships of colleges and fellowships 
were freed from ecclesiastical restrictions. 

25. Education. — The Education Act of 1870 (33 
and 34 Victoria, cap. 76), though the work of a 
Liberal government, conceded privileges to the 
Established Church to which the Nonconformists 
strongly objected, since they put the denomina- 
tional schools on the rates. The Education Acts 
of 1902 (2 Edward Vii., cap. 24) and 1903 (2 
Edward VII., cap. 42) still further extended those 
privileges by placing the entire maintenance of 
such schools on public funds, leaving only the 
providing of the buildings to the denominational 
supporters. This is objected to by Nonconformists 
as an unfair privilege, especially as most of the 
expense of the building had previously been met 
by gi-ants of State funds. But two other objec- 
tions are felt to be more serious: (1) the compul- 
sory attendance of the children of Nonconformists 
at Church schools in single school areas, the 
‘conscience clause’ which provides an escape 
from the denominational teaching proving to be 
practically ineffective; (2) tests for teachers, in- 
volving the exclusion of Nonconformists from the 
head teaeherships of thousands of State-supported 
schools. 

26. Free Church councils.— Until near the close 
of the 19th cent, the Nonconformists had acted 
together only for specific objects and as occasion 
required. In the year 1892, mainly owing to the 
instigation of Kev. Hugh Price Hughes and Dr. 
Guinness Rogers, the first Free Church Congress 
met in Manchester with some 370 delegates repre- 
senting all the leading Free Churches. Dr. Mac- 
kennal was then appointed honorary secretary of 
a movement which developed into ‘ The National 
Council of Evangelical Free Churches.’ Local 
councils affiliated to the National Council and 
nominating its members have been formed all 
over the country. These councils carry on united 
missions, organize common parochial visitation, 
take action with regard to morals in civic and 
public life, and generally give effect to the united 
action of the Churches which they represent. The 
National Council deals with such questions as 
religious liberty, temperance, peace and war, social 
and trade ethics, slavery, gambling, and immor- 
ality, in the State and the nation. 

27. Present condition of Nonconformity. — ^Ac- 
cording to the statistics of the Free Church Year 
Book for 1916, in the previous year there were 
1,995,278 Free Church members reported by the 
denominations of the Federation ; 10,863 ministers 
in charge ; 54,449 lay .preachers ; 399,624 Sunday- 
school teachers ; and 3,161,791 Sunday-school 
scholars. These figures do not include the nearly 
750,000 attendants at Brotherhood meetings, 
except in the case of those who are also Churcli 
members, nor the 100,000 members of adult 
schools, most of Avhich are organized by Free 
Churchmen, nor the members^ of Churches that 
send in no report — some few in the_ Federation, 
others of small denominations not in it. Then 
we must add those Nonconformists who are not 
registered members of Churches, though attendants 
at Free Church services, if we would form any 
estimate of the present number of Nonconformists 
in the country. 

28. Nonconformity in Wales. — ^The first con- 
spicuous Welsh Nonconformist was John Penry, 
who had done much to evangelize his native country 
when he was hanged at Southwark on a charge of 


issuing seditious publications. This was in the 
reign of Elizabeth. The several Acts of Unifor- 
mity applied to Wales as well as to England, and 
resulted there also in Nonconformity with its con- 
sequent sufferings. At the instigation of Laud 
the bishops of St. David’s and Llandaff commenced 
a systematic prosecution of clergj’’ who did not 
conform. In his annual addresses to the king the 
archbishop reports many instances. 

In 1633 he states that the bishop of St. David's certifies that 
he had suspended a lecturer for ‘inconformity’; in 1035 that 
the bishop of Llandaff bad carefully prepared articles for the 
High Commission Court against ‘two noted schismatics. Wroth 
and Erbery— where, when the case is ready for hearing, they 
shall receive according to the merits of it’ ; in 1636 that ‘ there 
is one Matthews, the vicar of Penmain, that preaches against 
the keeping of all holy days, with divers others, as fond or 
profane opinions. The bishop hath inhibited him, and if that 
doth not serve I shall call him into your High Commission 
Court.’ Many more instances might be given (see Lambeth MSS 
Vol., 943, cited in Eees, nonconformity in Wales, pp. SS^O). 

The founding of regularly organized Noncon- 
formist churches in Wales began with William 
Wroth, known as the ‘ Apostle of Wales.’ Born 
in 1670 at or near Abergavenny, he was educated 
at J esus College and Christ Church, Oxford, wliere 
he appears to have lived for nine years. As rector 
of Llanvaches in Monmouthshire, he attracted 
multitudes of people from the surrounding districts 
and carried on a great religious work among them. 
Like John Wesley in England at a later time, he 
gave offence to the ecclesiastical authorities by 
preaching in various places all over the principality. 
In 1638, soon after Laud became archbishop of 
Canterbujy, Wroth was summoned to the Court 
of High Commission and there deprived of his 
living on the ground of his ecclesiastical irregulari- 
ties, The next year he founded an Independent 
church at Llanvaches, where he died three years 
later. This is reckoned to have been the first 
Nonconformist church in Wales. The outbreak 
of the Civil War scattered the Welsh Noncon- 
formists, who found themselves a small minority 
in the midst of a population of royalists. For the 
time being the churches were broken up and the 
fugitives took refuge from persecution in Bristol. 
Those who dared to remain in Wales were harried 
by Prince Rupert, their cattle driven off, their 
houses robbed, and some of them killed. After 
the defeat of the royalists there was an ordinance 
of Parliament for sending itinerant ministers into 
S. Wales supported by the revenues of St. David’s 
and Llandaff". In the year 1649-50 Parliament 
passed an ordinance entitled ‘ An Act for the better 
Propagation of the Gospel in Wales and Redress 
of some (jrievances,’ appointing commissioners with 
authority to try to remove clergymen and school- 
masters found guilty of ‘ any delinquency, scandal, 
malignancy, or non-residence,’ to grant certificates 
for approved ministers and schoolmasters, and pay 
them out of the sequestrated revenues of the 
parishes from which the persons objected to had 
Been ejected. Most of these commissioners had 
been Royalists and Churchmen previous to 1646, 
and only a minority appeared ns Nonconformists 
after the Restoration. In his Sufferinys of the 
Clergy Walker states that between 500 and GOO 
were ejected by the commission ; but he is able to 
name only some 330, and of these, as in his lists of 
the ejected in England, some were pluralists who 
were only deprived of all benefices but one, but 
allowed to retain that. 

The earliest Nonconfermists in Wales were Con- 
gregationalists. The fust Baptist church in the 
principality was founded at listen, Glamorgan- 
shire, in 1649 by John Myles. The Society' of 
Friends appearca in Wales a little later thnn_ the 
Baptists. The first known Quaker in the princi- 
pality is Thomas Holmes, who was very active in 
promulgating his principles. The le.iders of tlie 
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early Welsh Quakers were educated men of some 
social position, but the majority of their followers 
were cfrawn from the lower classes. 

Immediately after the Restoration persecution of 
the Welsh Nonconformists began, and in a month 
every prison in the principality was filled vith 
them. This was before the passing of the Act of 
Uniformity in 1662. That act issued in over 100 
ejectments in Wales and, consequently, a consider- 
able increasp of Welsh Nonconformity. Previously 
there were lio Presbyterians among the Welsh Non- 
conformists, who were all Independents, Baptists, 
or Quakers. But now the expulsion of the Puritans, 
the majority of whom were Presbyterians, developed 
a Presbyterian type of Welsh Nonconformity, hut 
not as yet with any formal distinction between 
Presbyterian and Congregational Churches. The 
impossibility of organizing presbyteries and synods 
in times of persecution compelled theNonconformist 
Churches to work independently, so that the practice 
was Congregational even among people wlio cher- 
ished the Presbyterian ideal, although the ordina- 
tion of a number of ministers together in one place 
for the charge of different places and some other 
innovations showed tendencies towards Presbyter- 
ianism. In point of fact, the words ‘ Independent’ 
and ‘ Presbyterian’ came to be used as synonymous 
terms throughout the principality and to be applied 
to the same churches. Following the Act of Uni- 
formity, the Conventicle, Five Mile, Test, and 
Corporation Acts affected Wales as well as England 
and added to the disabilities and suflerings of the 
Welsh Nonconformists. As usual, the Society of 
Friends came in for the most cruel treatment, but 
some of the ministers of the various dissenting 
churches were rudely handled and compelled to 
Bufler great hardships. 

The early Nonconformists were foremost in print- 
ing and publishing books for the religious instruc- 
tion of the Welsh. Of the ten editions of Scripture 
in Welsh — five of the whole Bible and five of the 
NT — which were issued between 1641 and 1690 
nine were produced by Nonconformists. The 
Assembly’s Catechism and the Whole Duty of Man 
were published in Welsh during this period, as also 
were several original works composed by Noncon- 
formists. All these books had to be printed in 
London or Oxford. 

The Act of Toleration set the Welsh Noncon- 
formists free in common with their co-religionists 
in England. Unhappily a hot controversy between 
the Baptists and their opponents occurred about 
this time and seriously impeded the positive re- 
ligious work of the Welsh Nonconformists. A 
more serious trouble appeared about 1729 in the 
‘Great Arminian Controversy.’ Hitherto, with 
the exception of the Quakers, the Welsh Noncon- 
formists had been Calvinists and their young 
people and converts had been required to learn the 
Assembly's Catechism. But now Arminian ideas 
began to take hold of the students at Caerniarthen 
and to spread through their influence as they came 
to be settled in pastorates. 

Depressed during the reign of Queen Anne, Non- 
conformity in Wales made considerable progress 
in the middle of the 18th cent, throughout- the 
south part of the principality ; but as yet it scarcely 
took hold of the Welsh population in the north, 
where it was then almost confined to the English 
churches. The Methodist revival was anticipated 
in Wales by Griffith Jones, an Anglican clergyman, 
who carried on a preaching mission throughout the 
principality and established ‘itinerant schools’ for 
the education of children by travelling teachers, 
for the most part Nonconformists. But the actual 
founder of IMethodism in Wales was Howell Harris, 
who was born at Treveoca, Breconshire, in 1714. 
He and his associates, like the early English 


Methodists, did not contemplate severance from 
the Anglican Church or the founding of a new 
denomination. Though treated as Dissenters by 
rigorous Churchmen, they did not regard them- 
selves as Nonconformists. But one result of their 
activity was to quicken and enlarge the religious 
life of the Nonconformist Churches. They met 
with violent opposition from Churchmen as well 
as from the mob. Worse than this was the 
division that arose between Harris and Rowlands 
and their followers. About the year 1769 a division 
occurred between the Calvinists and the Arrainiana 
in the Churches then known indiflerently as 
Independent and Presbyterian, and after this 
the Calvinistic section came to be called simply 
‘Independent,’ and the Arminian, which had its 
headquarters at Caermarthen, and had drifted 
towards Unitarianism, was denominated ‘ Presby- 
terian.’ 

The Wesleyan Methodist movement was slow in 
making progress in Wales at first, because its 
preachers could preach only in English ; and later, 
when Welsh preachers were sent out by this 
Church, their Arminianism was dreaded by the 
Calvinistic Methodists. These people considered 
themselves to be members of the Church of England 
down to the year 1811, when they had ministers 
formally ordained. There were then some 300 or 
400 congregations with a few clergymen travelling 
about among them to administer the communion ; 
and the necessity of the case drove the society to 
the new step in spite of the vehement protest of 
mostof the clerical leaders. After that this Chnrch 
began to grow rapidly, and it is now the most 
powerful denomination in the nrincipality. One 
consequence of the religious awakening in the 18th 
cent, was that Nonconformity spread rapidly in 
Wales. The disestablishment of the Anglican 
Church in Wales, an action for which almost all 
the Welsh members of parliament were pledged, 
but which hitherto had been prevented by the 
House of Lords, in spite of being repeatedly voted 
by the House of Commons, was passed into law 
under the Parliament Act in the year 1914. Sub- 
sequently it was hung up by the suspensory le^s- 
lation agreed upon because of the Great War. 
This would put an end to Nonconformity in Wales 
by liberating the principality from Charles ii.’s 
Act of Uniformity and establishing religious 
equality among the Churches. W ales, like England, 
is still left to bear the grievance of the 1903 Educa- 
tion Act in its patronage of denominational schools 
with tests for teachers, against which the Free 
Church Council still protests. 
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NONJUKORS. — The Nonjurors were clergy 
and la 3 ?tnen who, thongh no Konianista, scrupled 
to Cake the oaths of allegiance and abjuration im- 
posed, partloiilarly on office holders, under William 
HI. ana George I. The term, strictly including 
some Scottish Covenanters, is commonly restricted 
to Episcopalians, but extended to persons who, 
though exempted from the oaths as unofficial, 
attafffied themselves to the Nonjurors proper. 
Those rejecting only the oaths of 1701 and 1714 
are sometimes distinguished as Non-Abjurors. 

The English and Scottish Nonjurors may be 
most conveniently treated separately ; their Irish 
brethren, including but one bishop, William Sheri- 
dan of Kilmore, hardly demand separate notice. 

1. England. — ^The English Nonjurors — originally 
over 400 clergy, with an unknown number of lay- 
men — were often important individually as men of 
the highest character and of great learning. Cor- 
porately, they stood on the one hand for the doc- 
trines of passive obedience and non-resistance, on 
the other for the right of the Church to indepen- 
dence in spiritual matters. They maintained a 
‘State point’ — that William’s title was ‘pre- 
tended ' ; and a ‘ Church point ’ — that even a 
legitimate sovereign could not deprive bishops 
without ecclesiastical sanction. 

Their reputation for piety and learning requires 
no laboured proof. The Dr. Wolf of TAe Nonjuror 
(Colley Cibber’s adaptation of Tartttffe, London, 
1718) at best misrepresents as typical the servility 
and intrigue which poverty ancf dependence per- 
haps fostered in exceptional cases. Inspired by 
an antipathy political and possibly personal, it 
flattered and fomented popular prejudice. But, in 
spite of Johnson and Macaulay, it has long been 
recognized as a libellous caricature, well matched 
by Whiggish abuse of the Nonjurors as ‘ British 
Eottentots, as blind and bigoted as their brethren 
about the Cape, bub more savage in their manners’ 
(cited by Overton, Nonjurors, p. 310). The Non- 
jurors in general, sacrificing everything to con- 
science, showed at least a noble courage. Nor 
could any small commimity easily outmatch a 
group of saints like T. Ken, J. Kettlewell, W. 
Law, R. Nelson, and N. ^inckes. Again, the 
mere names of G. Hickes, Ht Dodwell, T. Baker, 
R. Rawlinson, and T. Heame sufficiently attest 
the learning of a class in which, at both univer- 
sities, ‘ the intellectual interests of the time were 
almost entirely centred’ (W. H. Hutton, The 
EtwHsA Church, 1685-1714, London, 1903, p. 243). 

The Nonjurors were no whole-hearted enemies 
of William, little as they might ^prove of his 
birth, his character, or his creed. They included 
five bislums of the famous Seven — ^W. Sancroft, 
T. Ken, J. Lake, F. Turner, and T. White — with 
two others, R. Frampton of Gloucester and W. 
Lloyd of Norudch, who had lacked only oppor- 
tunity to join them. They accepted William’s 
interposition, stoutly refusing to proclaim their 
abhorrence of it. They even joined in urging him 
to safeguard the welfare of the Church and nation. 
But they denied (Ken with one hesitating reserva- 
tion) that the crown could be forfeited. Sancroft 
would neither visit William nor attend the Con- 
vention. The other bishops insisted on a Protestant 
regency for a titular Romanist king. And none 
joined in the ofier of the croivn to William and 
Alary. It was indeed a commission from Sancroft 
to Ills sufiragans that made the coronation possible ; 
yet neither he nor his party would swear allegiance, 
or even use the State (henceforward the ‘ immoral ’) 
prayers. Hence, under 1 William and Maiy, cap. 
8, SIX prelates "svith their beneficed supporters were 
ipso facto suspended on 1st Aug. 16S9 and deprived 
on 1st I*'eb. 1690. Lake, W. Thomas of Worcester 
(a like-minded bishop), and T, Cartwright of 


(Chester (distinguished from the rest by his devo- 
tion to James, whom he followed abroad) died 
between the passing of the act and the deprivation. 
I Kilmore-— Sheridan having withdrawn — was ad- 
j judged, like the throne, vacant by desertion. 

I The sees thus emptied remained unfilled for over 
I a year. William, desiring compromise, oflered to 
I waive the oaths if the bishops agreed to discharge 
their spiritual functions. And great Churchmen 
I like South, though recognizing William, declined 
preferment gained through the scruples of otliers. 

I But Non jurors could nob accept conditions involving 
! at least implicit recognition of William’s royal 
[ supremacy ; they could only promise to live quietly. 
And hence in May 1691 new bishops were conse- 
crated, headed by the reluctant J. Tillotson as 
I primate. 

Meanwhile many lay Nonjurors — notably Dod- 
I well, Ro^er North, and the second Earl of Claren- 
don — had sacrificed their prospects to their con- 
sciences. 

James n.’s death, apparently inviting reconcilia- 
tion, merely added Non-Abjurors to Nonjurors, 
for the oath of 1701 not only abjured the Pretender, 
but expressly recognized William’s legitimacy— a 
point hitherto discreetly evaded. And the oath of 
1714, to George I., increased their number. 

But Nonjurors, however Jacobite in sympathy, 
were seldom actively disloyal. Turner, indeed, 
earned exile by complicity in Preston’s and Fen- 
wick’s plots (1690 and 1696), And the Non-Abjuror 
historian T. Carte, apparently a ’16 rebel, had a 
price of £1000 on his head as a conspirator with 
Atterbury. But Turner’s implication of his fellow- 
thinkers in his treasons was unjustified. They 
waged, indeed, a paper warfare. They ministered 
spiritual comfort to dying plotters. But they 
seldom plotted themselves. (3ne Jacobite scheme 
was actually revealed by a Nonjuror. And, as the 
Jacobite menace weakened, Nonjuring politics — the 
‘ State point ’ — ^lost all importance. 

The ‘Church point,’ however, to some extent 
remained. The conception of the Church as an 
autonomous society — the lasting contribution of 
the movement to English theological thought — 
had an immediate practical significance. It pro- 
duced a certain alienation of tlie Nonjurors from 
the Establishment. They repudiated deprivation 
by mere Act of Parliament. They therefore con- 
sidered Tillotson and his fellows intruders, thrust 
into sees not canonically vacated, without title to 
recognition, at least while the lawful incumbents 
survived and claimed their rights. And hence 
some of them condemned the National Church as 
now schismatic. 

‘ Some ’—for all along they suflered from those 
distracted counsels whimi especially beset seceders 
from a great communion who lack alike a supreme 
constituted authority and the sobering influence of 
corporate wealth and temporal responsibilities. 
Even their bisliops adopted different attitudes 
towards William’s proceedings; Thomas of Wor- 
cester, who died before suspension, was yet already 
preparing to welcome Stillingfleet as his successor ; 
Ken remained at Wells as late as possible, publicly 
protested, like Turner, against his deprivation, and 
long retained his diocesan style ; and Sancroft 
jdelded only to the imminent threat of forcible 
eriction. Again, Kettlewell jnstified resistance 
by the mere injustice of the expulsions, Dodwell 
only by their invalidity. 

There was equal disagreement ns to future rela- 
tions with the Established Church._ Sancroft, 
unlike Ken, declared her schismatic. Hickes 
denied to her ‘usurping’ bishops and their ad- 
herents not only sacerdotal powers, but even the 
benefits of the Incarnation (it was the posthumous 
publication of his attack on all Jurors that pro- 
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voked Benjamin Hoadly to reply, and so led to the 
‘ Bangorian Controvert ’ and the long suspension 
of Convocation). But K.ottlewell professed himself 
still a member, and many clergy, though never 
officiating, remained in lay communion. 

Practice as to public worship therefore inevitably 
varied. Some, like Law and Nelson, attended 
their parish churches, without protest against the 
‘ immoral prayers.’ Others went, but protested : 
Brampton, retaining a small living, read the service 
and preached, but omitted the names of the sove- 
reigns. Others, again, attended only failing some 
convenient Nonjuring assembly. And others re- 
fused attendance altogether, holding, with Sancroft, 
that it would necessitate a second absolution after 
the service. Yet in the country, generally, oppor- 
tunities for special corporate worship were few. 
Even in London, though Nonjuring 'churches’ 
were reckoned in 1716 at over fifty, the prologue to 
The Nonjuror mocked their furtive character : 

* Each lurking pastor seeks the dark, 

And fears the Justices’ inquiring clerk. 

In close back rooms bis routed flock he rallies, 

And reigns the patriarch ol blind lanes and alleys.' 

The number is possibly a gross exaggeration. The 
Nonjurors had now not only lost their great pro- 
tagonist Hickes, but, even before his death, sufiered 
a secession revealing once more their inveterate 
disunity. 

Dodwell's Case in Vieio Consider'd (London, 1705) 
had limited the separation to the lifetime of the 
deprived bishops. Hence in 1710, when Ken, the 
sole survivor, renounced his claims, Dodwell and 
many others rejoined the Established^ Church, 
though still maintaining the ‘ State point.’ But 
Hickes insisted that only official repudiation of the 
deprivations could heal the schism, and the distinct 
Nonjuring episcopal succession which his view 
required had been secured in 1694, when he and 
Thomas Wagstalie became suffragan bishops of 
Tlietford and Ipswich. Here again difference of 
opinion had appeared. The consecration, author- 
ized by James and Sancroft, was performed by 
Lloyd (to whom Bancroft had delegated liis metro- 
politan authority in 1692), Turner, and White. 
But Frampton held aloof, and Ken only reluctantly 
consented. The proceeding involved continued 
schism, and its claim to legality— based on Henry 
Vin.’s Act for Suli'ragau Bishops — was not undis- 
puted. Yet the ‘ Hickesites,’ between 1713 and 
1741, carried out further consecrations, continuing 
the episcopal line till the death of Robert Gordon 
in 1779. The new prelates, however, were bishops 
‘ at large,’ without territorial title, though J eremy 
Collier, after Hiokes’s death, styled himself ‘ Primus 
Anglo-Britannife Episcopus.’ 

Meanwhile yet another controversy had arisen. 
The Prayer Book of 1662, with Kettlewell’s form 
of recantation for converts, satisfied the early 
liturgical demands of most Nonjurors. But Hickes 
used the Communion Office of 1649, and after his 
death (1715) a reform movement began, culniinnL 
ing in the compilation, by Collier, T. Brett, and 
others, of a new Service Book (1718) based on the 
1649 Prayer Book, but enriched from primitive 
liturgies. Four ‘Usages’ — the mixed chalice, 
prayers for the faithful departed, prayer for the 
descent of the Holy Ghost_ on the consecrated 
elements, and prayer of oblation of the consecrated 
elements — were thus adopted, sometimes even de- 
clared necessary to salvation, by ‘ Usagers.’ ‘ Non- 
Usagers’ rejected them, or at least condemned a 
view branding as schismatics Romanists, Anglicans, 
and even most Nonjurors. The Scottish bishops, 
invited to decide, named a mediator whose at- 
tempted compromise failed. Both parties conse- 
crated bishops to maintain their views, and only 
in 1732 was ritual unanimity attained through the 


‘ Instrument of Union,’ restoring the 1662 book on 
condition that it should be so used and interpreted 
as to satisfy the Usagers on the four crucial points. 

No important event marked the later history of 
the English Nonjurors, but meantime they had 
long negotiated for union with the Orthodox 
Church, failing, however, completely — mainly 
through the demand of the Eastern patriarchs for 
unconditional submission. 

Episcopal suooESsiosAiJosaTBBEiiatisttNoxjuBons.— 

I. IBE KEOTTLAR SUCCESSION. — 

1094 — George Hickes (f 171B) ; Thomas Vfagstaffe 
(11 1712). 

1713 — Jeremy CoUler (f 1720) ; Samuel Hawes (t 1722) ; 
Nathaniel Spinckes (+ 1727). 

1716 — Thomas Brett, sen. (f 1743); Henry Gandy 
{+ 1734). 

1721— HUVlah Bedford (t 1724) ; Halph Taylor (+ 1722). 

1722— John Griffin (f 1731). 

1726 — March : Henry Doughty (t 1730) ; May : John 

Blaokhourne (t 1741) ; Juno : Henry Hall 
I (t 1731). 

1727 — Thomas Brett, jun. (t before 1743 ?). 

1728 — March ; Bichard Eawlinson (t 1765) ; December : 

George Smith (f 1766). 

1731 — Timothy Mawroan (t ?). 

1741— Eobert Gordon (t 1779). 
ii. THE mREOULAE SUCCESSIONS. — (a) For America . — 

1722— Richard Welton (t 1720); John (?) Talbot (t 1727). 

(6) To carry on the V eager party . — 

1733 — Roger Laurence (t 1736) ; Thomas Deacon (+ 1763). 

1752— Kenrick Price (+ 1790). 

[?] — P. J. Browne (said to=Lord John Johnstone, son 
of the Marquis of Annandale, + 1779). 

1780— WiUlam Cartmight (t 1799). 

1795 — Thomas Garnett (f ?). 

? ' — Charles Boothe (t 1805). 

2 . Scotland. — In Scotland the almost universal 
rejection of the oaths by the clergy, including 
every bishop, on the one hand, and the re-establish- 
ment of Presbjderianism, on the other, created 
conditions unparalleled in England. No ‘ Church 
point ’ of the English type was possible. Yet almost 
the whole Episcopal Communion was involved in 
the ‘ State point.’ Anne, indeed, allowed a tacit 
toleration, though the Toleration Act of 1712 
nominally enforced the oaths and prayers. Bub 
her death, the ’16, and (after a peaceful period) 
the ’46 brought ever more harshness to bear on the 
Church, culminating in an attempt to destroy it 
altogether. The share of Churchmen in Jacobite 
risings — though far slighter in 1746 than in 1716 — 
was both a cause and a consequence of this severity. 
Hence the decline of Jacobitism and the accession 
of George m. — resolute for toleration — were epoch- 
making in Scottish Church as in English political 
histor)'. And the recognition of George by the 
Scottish bishops when the Young Pretender died 
ended the northern Nonjuring movement. 

Meantime Scottish Nonjurors had both influ- 
enced and been influenced by their English brethren. 
Archibald Campbell and James Gadderar, Scottish 
bishops ‘ at large ’ living in London — Campbell for 
life, Gadderar for many years — had supported both 
the Usages and the negotiations with the Eastern 
Church, and with others had helped to consecrate 
English bishops. Conversely, the Usages problem 
— complicated by the question whether bishops 
should again become diocesan (though no regular 
royal nomination or congi d’ilire was available) or, 
as a college, should jointly rule the whole Church — 
divided the Scottish Nonjurors. They too produced 
two sets of bishops — ^Usagers and diocesans v. Non- 
Usagers and collegers. But hero again a com- 
promise, favouring the diocesans, established final 
peace in 1732. To the Scottish Church Gordon, 
the last regular English Nonjuring bishop, com- 
mended his dwindling flock. To the single-handed 
action of the Scottish Campbell — an irreconcilable 
Usager — the English Nonjurors owed an irregular 
episcopal succession lasting from 1733 to 1805. 
And from the Scottish Church the American 
Colonies finally secured a renewal — in canonical 
fashion — of the short-lived lino of bishops irregu- 
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larly founded by the English Nonjuror E. Taylor 
in 1722. 

Literatdhe. — ^T. Lathbury, Bist. of the Nonnifors, London, 
1845 ; J. H. Overton, The Nonjurors, do. 1902 (the notes afford 
B good guide to works on the movement) ; S. L. Ollard and 
G. Crosse, Diet, of E'nglish Church Bist., do. 1912, s.n. The 
subject is also partially treated in Lives of the leading Non- 
Jurors, notably in the biographies of Ken by ‘A I^iyman* 
(J- L- Andersonys, 2 vols., do. 1854; and E. H. Plumptre^, 
2 vols., do. 1890. Nonjuror writings — especially those of Brett, 
Collier, Dodwell, Hickes, O. Leslie, and Spinckes— illustrate 
the various controversies. 

Charles J. B. Gaskoin. 

NON-RESISTANCE.— See Resistance. 

NORTH AMERICAN PHALANX.— See 

Communistic Societies of America. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE. 

—See Panjab. 

NORWAY.— See Teutons. 

NOSAIRIS.— See Nusairis. 

NOSE. — The nose is important from an anthro- 
pological point of view, since the variations of its 
form afford an index of race. In the skull the 
shape of the nasal bones and the nasal opening are 
expressed in figures as the nasal index — in other 
words, the relation between the height from the 
root of the nose to the anterior nasal spine, and 
the breadth of the bony mass. The skull may be 
platyrhinian (flat-nosed), leptorhinian (long-nosed), 
or mesorhinian (medium-nosed), according as the 
breadth of the bones and opening is greater or less, 
this forming an invariable criterion of race. 
Negroes, Australians, and Bushmen are platy- 
rhinian (61 •? to 52'1), Mongolians are mesorhinian 
(52"1 to 50‘1), and Caucasians are leptorhinian 
(47‘9 to 42-2). In Hindu literature the nose is de- 
scribed as one of the nine (or eleven) portals of the 
body, or one of the apertures of the head.* These 
portals or cavities are divided into those above and 
those below the navel, pure and impure respec- 
tively.® The nose, being above, is one of the pure 
apertures. The Satapatha Brahmana says : 

‘That part of the vital air which is immortal is above the 
navel, and streams out by upward breathings.'Sf.e. from nose or 
mouth. 

In the OT strength is expressed by forcible 
breathing from the nostrils (Job SO®", Ps 18*®). 
The importance of breathing through the nose, not 
through the mouth, was already recognized by the 
American Indians, as noted by G. Catlin, who 
wrote a small book on the subject. In accordance 
with the belief in monstrous races current in an- 
tiquity (see Monsters [Ethnic]), we find an occa- 
sional assertion of the existence of noseless tribes 
who ‘ draw breath through two holes,’ as Benjamin 
of Tudela alleges of the Turks of the steppes, a 
people with mesorhinian skull, naturally regarded 
as noseless by an observer accustomed to more 
shapelv noses (cf. § 3 for noseless ghosts).^ On the 
other hand, extravagantly long noses are some- 
times attributed to mythical beings — e.g., the nose 
of the Norse Huldre folk is very long, reaching to 
the saddle-pommel.® 

I. The odour of the sacrifice. — Whatever later 
notions may have attached to burnt sacrifices, it is 
probable that the early idea was that the smell 
rising upwards with the smoke was pleasing to the 
gods. 

In the Babylonian flood-story Utnapishtim offers sacriflee and 
‘ the trods smelt the sweet savour ; the gods pathered like flies 


1 Bhngaeail-GUd, V. W(SBE viii. [1882] CS); KaUia Upani- 
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over the sacrifleer.’ In the corresponding Hebrew narrative, 
when Noah offers burnt-offerings, ‘ the Lord smelled the sweet 
savour' (On 821). Generally it is said of burnt-offerings and 
of incense that they are ' a sweet savour before the Lord,' 1 Just 
as offerings on high places were ‘sweet savour’ to idols 
(Ezk flU*). When God is displeased with Israel, He is represented 
as saying, ‘ I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours’ 
(Lv 26^1), ‘I will smell no sweet savours in your solemn 
assemblies ’ (Am 621). Simi)ar)y, Homer describes the savour of 
the sacrifice involved in smoke ascending to heaven , 2 and the 
Zulus burn incense with the caul of the sacrificial beast to give 
to the spirits a sweet savour.® Both Origen and Porphyry 
maintained that the demons were nourished with the fumes 
and smoke of sacrifice and incense, and waited in the region of 
the air for these, presumably inhaling them with nose and 
mouth.4 The idea is finely spiritualized in Ezekiel (2041), 
where God says of Judah, ‘ As a sweet savour will I accept you,’ 
and by St. Paul, who says of Christ’s sacrifice that it was ‘to 
God for an odour of a sweet smell’ (Eph 62), of the faitliful 
that they arc ‘a sweet savour of Christ unto God ’(2 Co 215), 
and of the gifts sent by the Philippians that they are ‘ an odour 
of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, weli-pleasing to God’ 
(Ph4l8V 

Gods and spirits, like mortals, loved sweet- 
smelling odours and disliked evil odours. Hence 
they were pleased with incense, and malodor- 
ous fumigations were commonly used to drive off 
demons, though pleasant odours sometimes have 
this efiect (see Incense, § 2 ). 

2 . Salutations with the nose. — One curious form 
I of salutation found among several peoples is that 
! of smelling each other or of rubbing noses. The 
I custom is found in N. Asia and America, in Poly- 
' nesia and parts of Melanesia, in the Malay Arclii- 
: pelago, in New Guinea, among aborigines of India, 
m Madagascar, and sporadically elsewhere. 

The Eskimos rub noses and draw the palms of their hands 
over their faees.6 With the Laplanders each man lays his 
right hand on the shoulder of the other, and places the point of 
his nose on that of the other, rubbing them, with the words, 
‘Well, Weill’ 6 The custom is found among the Samoyeds,7 
and E. Petitot reports it of the D6n^s and Dindji6 of the north- 
west of Canada,® and It is alleged of the BInckfeet Indians.® 
In New Zealand and in the Friendly Islands the noses are 
joined (hongi) and the one rubs the other’s hand on his nose 
and mouth.t® Similar customs are found in many others of the 
Pacific groups.!! The Samoans join noses, at the same time 
giving each other n hearty smell .12 In Astrolabe Bay, New 
Guinea, the natives squeezed the nostrils with the loreflnger 
and thumb of the right hand, pointing to the navel with the 
index finger, and gruntingat intervals.!® Joiningnoses without 
rubbing is also mentioned of the Sandwich Islanders in former 
days.!! In Fiji smelling the hand is described ns the parting or 
greeting ceremony, along tvith strong inhalation. A person of 
lower station smells the foot of a chief.!® Rubbing noses Is 
met with in New Guinea, as well ns in the Aru Islands and 
Bnru (among women), to Among the Malays smelling Is the 
usual form of greeting, the words ‘smeir and ‘greet’ being 
interchangeable. The head and neck are embraced and the 
smell inhaled.!! In Celebes at the departure of friends there Is 
a general nose-rubbing — ‘the Malay kiss’ — and the Burmese 
phrase, ‘Give me a smell,’ is the equivalent of ‘Kiss ine.’is 
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With them, as with the OhittaKong Hill people, the mouth and 
nose are placed on the cheek of the other person and a strong 
inhalation takes place.l The Khyoungtha adopt the same 
method of greeting.a Among the Mongol tribes and with the 
Chinese (only ns an act of love) the nose is placed on the cheek 
and inhalation follows. 

Tliough these methods of salutation vary, it is 
prol3a,ble that all are connected with the act of 
smelling each other on meeting or parting. The 
sense of smell is much stronger with savages than 
with more civilized men. The smell of the human 
body, or of various parts of it, different with 
different races, is aCTeeable to many, whether on 
normal ot abnorm^ grounds.® Whether or not 
the smelling of a person in meeting is associated 
with a recognition of him tlirough the sense of 
smell, as H. Spencer maintained,* it is certain that 
it must have some agreeable sensations for those 
■who practise it. 

There are numerous instances of this ; a Mongol father smells 
from time to time the head of his youngest son as a mark of 
affection ‘.s a father in Timorlaut smells and fondles his child 
Isaac smelled the smell of Esau’s raiment on Jacob, and com- 
pared it to ‘ the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed.' 7 

The salutation by smelling might easily become 
conventional — a mere rubbing or touching of noses, 
or laying the head on the shoulder of a friend, as 
with the Ainus of Saghalien.® 

3. Nose-ornaments. — The piercing of the septum 
of the nose, less usually one of the aim, is found 
very generally in some regions, but only sporadi- 
cally in others, and with some peoples not at all — 
e.g., Fuegians, Andamans, Polynesians, nearly all 
N American tribes, and most of the higher races. 
The piercing, which is often of a ritual character, 
has for its purpose the wearing of some ornament 
in the bole thus formed — a piece of wood or bone, 
feathers, or metal (c.g., a ring). The peoples 
among whom this custom is found are the Austra- 
lians (almost universally), peoples of Papuasia 
(Solomon Islands to New Guinea), wild trioes in 
Malaysia, some African tribes (Bushmen, some 
western Negro and Bantu tribes), tribes of N.W. 
America, tribes in the interior of S. America, 
Hindus, and formerly the Jews and some other 
Semitic peoples. 

In Australia a piece ot wood or bone, or, on ceremonial 
occasions, feathers or pieces of twig, are worn.® AVomen in the 
Lower Murray River tribes wear a littie ring of bone.ui The 
piercing is usually ceremonial. In New S. AVoIes the medicine- 
man goes through a series of contortions on the ground, pre- 
tending to suffer pain, and is then delivered of bones— those 
which the boys are to wear. The boys are told that the more 
the medicine-man suffers, the less will they suffer.n Among 
the Kumai the piercing occurs before initiation. With the 
Wurunjerri old men do ft for boys, old women for girls.is AVith 
the Arunta and other tribes the piercing of a girl’s nose is done 
by her husband, with the Kaitishhy the wife’s father . as Among 
some of the tribes the nose-peg is merely ornamental, but, as 
special objects are sometimes inserted at ceremonies, this may 
not have been its only purpose. A medicine-man in the AA’arra- 
munga tribe wears through the nose a JcitpUjat * the emblem of 
his profession and very closely associated, in some mysterious 
way, with his powers ns a medicine-man.* It is made ot fur- 
string, coated with grease and red ochre, and is held in great 
reverence. AA The natives of Gippsland believe that those who 
have no nose-peg will suffer in the other world. In some of the 
tribes the mother flattens the nose of the child; the insertion 
of the nose-peg also aids this.At 

Among the Papuasians from the Solomon Islands to New 
Guinea a pin is usually worn in the septum. Among the Motu 
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(British New Guinea) the piercing occurs at the age of six.! 
Should a child die before then, the operation is performed on 
the corpse. Here the reason is that those whose noses are not 
pierced cannot enter into bliss, where, curiously enough, spirits 
are noseless. The unpierced must go with ghosts possessing 
noses to a place where there is little food. 8 So, among the 
Koita, corpses with unbored noses have the operation performed 
on them; otherwise in the other world creatures like slow- 
worms would be attached to their nostrils.8 In the Fly River 
district cliildren of both sexes have their noses pierced, for 
scandal would otherwise arise, and an unpierced person could 
not marry. At the piercing, which is done by the mother’s 
father or uncle, a feast is given. The nose-ornament is a piece 
of wood three-quarters of an inch in diameter with pieces of 
shell at each end.4 In Mabuiag and Muralug, Torres Straits, 
the septum is pierced when the child is a fortnight old. Long 
nose-ornaments are worn on festal occasions.® In Torres Island 
a ring is worn. In the Solomon Islands the tip of the nose is 
pierced and a pin inserted ; in New Britain the side of the nose 
13 pierced.® In Torres Straits Islands, where the skull is pre- 
served, it is sometimes riven an artificial nose of wood and 
beeswax, or, as in New Guinea, a very large ornament is fixed 
to the nasal cavity.7 

The custom is found among the ■wild tribes of the Malay 
Peninsula (Semang, Sakai), a quill of porcupine or a piece ot 
bone or stick being worn.® 

Passing to Africa, among the central tribes (Machinga, Yao, 
and Nyosa groups) women pierce the left side of the nose at the 
age of eight and wear in it later n metal or ivory ring. They 
are laughed at if the right side is pierced.8 Among the western 
tribes, Bantu and Negro, nose-ornaments are common, but 
sometimes, though the septum is pierced, no ornament is worn, 
as in the Congo FVee State.i® Nose-pieroing is also found among 
the Bushmen.il 

Among some of the north-western tribes of America — Aleuts, 
Kutchin, etc. — the piercing of the septum was general, and 
the wearing of a qmll-like shell.12 The interior tribes of the 
Amazonian region perforate the septum to receive straws, 
feathers, and other ornaments. Among the Nhambiquiras this 
is confined to the men.is 

It is in India among women that the most elaborate nose- 
ornaments are worn, their form varying according to caste and 
position. Here the piercing is found on the right wing of the 
nose, or with Muhammadans in the Panjab on the left wing. 
The piercing is performed in infancy. Special respect is paid to 
a woman’s nose-ring. A stranger may not mention it, and it is 
a sign of wedded happiness. SbTih women remove it in 
Muharram as a sign of mourning.!® 

The Hebrews probably derived the custom of wearing nose- 
rings from their Semitic kindred. AAfbether, among the latter, 
they were generally worn by men is uncertain. In Jg 8« 
Ishmaelite men seem to wear them, and Pliny also refers to the 
custom among men. In the OT the practice among the 
Hebrews is confined to women.lt Such a ring, often of largo 
size, was a valuable present from a lover (Gn 2447), and some- 
rimes more than one were worn, banging from the alto, not from 
the septum. This ornament was much valued, perhaps as an 
amulet as well ns an ornament.!® The Talmud forbids nose- 
rings to be worn on the Sabbath. The Mishnah describes them 
as one of the ornaments liable to become unclean. 17 In modern 
Egypt nose-rings are worn by women of the lower classes, 
usually through the right ala. The ring is of brass or gold, 
sometimes with pendent beads.iB They are also worn by 
Bedawi women. 

While ornaments are liahle to be attached to 
any part of the body, and AA’hile it has been 
thouj^t that the idea of Avearing nose-rings may 
have been suggested by the fact that they Avere 
put through the nose of cattle (this _ does not 
account for nose-sticks and the like), it is possible 

1 Howitt, p. 742 f. ; Thomas, p. 20. 

2 J. Chalmers, Pioneering tn New Guinea, London, 1887, p. 
168 f. ; JAI vii. [1878] 484 f. 

8 0. G. Seligmann, The Melanesians of British New Guinea, 
Cambridge, 1910, p. 192. 

4 J. Chalmers, JAI xxxiiL [1003] 121 f. 

8 A. C. Haddon, JAI xix. [1890] 370, 400, 431. 

8 Handbook to the Ethnographical Collections, British Museum, 
London, 1910, p. 120. 

7 Cambridge Anthrop. Bxped. to Torres Straits, Reports, v. 
[1007] 268 ; Handbook, p. 144. 

8AV. AA'. Skeat, JAI xxxii. [1902] 132; cf. ib. xxxlx. [1909] 
145 (women of the tribes of Ulu Plus, Perak). 

9 H. S. Stannus, JRAI xl. [1910] 310. 

to Handbook, pp. 231, 240; E. Torday and T. Joyce, JRAI 
xxxvii. [1907] 147. 

11 Handbook, p. 212. 

19 Stoll, p. 108; HondOoot, p. 257. 

13 Ifandloofc, p. 279; T. Roosevelt, Through the Brazilian 
Wilderness, London, 1914, p. 208. 

14 Stoll, p. Ill ; H. A. Rose, JRAI xxxvii. [1907] 256 ; PR i. 43. 

15 Gn 2447 , Ex 3588 , Pr 11— 2519, ig 321 , Ezk lOi®. In some of 
these passages there is ambiguity, as the same word may mean 
‘car-ring.’ 

10 AA‘. It. Smithl, p. 463. 

17 Of. T. Do Quinccy, ‘ Toilette of the Hebrew Lady,' Works, xL 
0862)1211. ; JEix. 339. 

19 E. AA'. Lane, Modem Egyptians’, London, 1846, iii. 224. 
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that, like labial ornaments, nose-omaments and 
piercing the nose had a magical origin. The nose 
IS one of the spirit-entries of the body ,- hence, like 
mouth-ornaments, those of the nose may have 
served the purpose of amulets to prevent spirits 
entering by the nose when breathing (see MODTH). 
The purposes alleged of the nose-omament with 
some Australians and Papuasians (see above) are 
perhaps secondary. Yrjo Him points out that 
savage face-omaments, wood or bone, in nose, 
mouth, ears, etc., give an appearance of strange- 
ness to the face and hence attract eyes which 
might otherwise regard it with indifference. They 
have the effect of charming.' Nose-omaments are 
of wood, shell, pearls, feathers, bones, teeth, and 
metal. Sometimes they serve as distinctive tribal 
marks, or are worn by one sex, or only after 
marriage.^ 

The nose is sometimes ornamented by paint- 
ing or tatuing, or by cicatrices. It may also be 
further deformed by flattening or by slits. The 
Miranhas of Brazil incise the aim and turn them 
over.® Some castes in India slit the alee in con- 


nexion with religions usages.'* If the passage in 
Lv 21'® means ‘slit nose’ rather than flat nose, 
such a mutilation prevented a man from being a 
priest. 

4. Sneezing. — Superstitions about sneezing are 
found in ancient and modern times, and also 


among the lower races. 

The Greeks regarded sneezing as a favourable omen, or as 
divine.6 ‘For Simichidas the Loves have sneezed,’ and of a 
bridegroom it is said ‘ Some good spirit sneezed out on thee a 
blessing.’ 6 Penelope saj's, ‘My son has sneezed a blessing on 
all my v,-ords.’ ^ Generaliy the sneezer was saluted with (ijSt, 
ZtO erM0ov 1 So the Romans saluted the sneezer with Salve /, or 
wished him health.s With the Hindus sneezing is connected 
with demoniacal influence— a spirit entering or leaving the 
nose, or being expelled from It. The formulaj on sneezing are 
' Live I ’, answered by ‘ With you I’, or ‘ God bless you I ’, or ‘^God 
be praised I ’ The last is Muhammadan, and with Muhammadans 
It is customary to wash the nose out with water because the 
devil visits it at night.® In Egj'pt, when a man sneezes, he says, 
• Praise be to God ! ’ Each one present says, ‘ God have mercy 
on you I and he replies, ‘ God guide us and guide you I ’ l® In 
certain cases in Hindu belief sneezing is ominous ; e.p,, if one is 
beginning work and hears another sneeze, it is necessary to 
begin over again. Sneezing at a threshold is unluckj’.u In 
ancient Persia it was necessary when sneezing to recite one 
Yatha ahu vairyo and one Ashem vohu, because there is a fiend 
in the bod}' as well as a fire or disposition or instinct of sneezing. 
This wages war with the fiend, and sneezing means that the 
fiend is coming out. When another hears the sneeze, he also 
utters the same prayers.*® The Jewish formula towards one 
sneezing is called Asusa, or ‘Health.’ The wish is, ‘Tour 
health I ’, ‘ God bless you 1 ’, ‘ For life I ’, or ‘ For a happy life I ’ 
The sneezer usually cites Gn 49*8, and, when the bystanders 
bless him, replies, ‘Be thou blessed !’*3 

A legend in Pirqe Pliezer says that until Jacob's time man 
sneezed at the end of his life and then died. Jacob was, how- 
ever, granted time to make his will, and now illness always 
precedes death. Hence, w'hen one sneezes, the wish is uttered 
‘ For life 1 ’, so that the sign of death may be changed to that of 
life. 

In mediaival and later folk-custom in different parts of 
Europe similar formula) have been in use — ‘Helfiu Got I’, 

‘ Christ iuhelfe!’, ‘ Gothelfedirl’, ‘Deustoadjuvetl’, 'Gesund- 
heit!*, ‘ God bless you r, ‘Blessyoul’, ‘Felicita!’, etc.** Sneez- 
ing was sometimes regarded as a momentary palsy.*® In early 
Christian times the sign of the cross was made, but later 
ecclesiastical advice was not to regard sneezings.*® 


* Y. Him, The Origins of Art, London, 1900, p. 203. 

® 0. Hovorka von Zderas, Mitteilungen der anth. Gesellscha/t 
in irien, xxv. (1895] fasc. 4 and 6 ; see also L'Anthropologie, 
vil. [1896] 234. 

S L’Anthropologie, vii. 234. 4 Stoll, p. 111. 

8 Xenophon, Anab. iii. ii. 9 ; Arist. Proi. xxxiii. 7. 

8 Theocr, vii. 90, xviii. 16. 7 Od. x>*ii. 64L 

8 BN xxviii. 2 ; Apul. Metam. ii. 211. 

8 PR i. 240 f. ; W. Ward, A View of the Hist., Literature, and 
Religion of the Hindoos^, London, 1817, L 142. In one of 
Somadeva's tales the spirit of the air says, ‘ When he enters 
into his private apartment, he shall sneeze a hundred times ; 
and if some one there does not say to him a hundred times, 
“ God bless you," he shall fall into the grasp of death.’ 

*0 Lane, ii. 16. ** PR i. 241. 

*2 Sad Par, vii. Iff. (SEE xxir. [1885] 205). 

*5 JE ii. 255. 

14 J. Grimm, Teutonic Mythology, tr. J. S. Stallybrass, London, 
1882-83, iii. 1116, iv. 1637 ; P(P 1 . 102. 

*8 Grimm, iii. 1116. *8 Sermo S. Eligii, in Grimm, lv. 1737. 


With the Zulus sneezing is a good omen, as it is a sign that 
the idhlozhi (manes) are -with the sneezer, and he returns 
thanks. If a child sneezes, the people say, ‘Growl’, as it is a 
sign of health. Christian Zulus sav, ‘ Presen-e, look upon me 1 ’, 
or ‘ Creator of Heaven and Earth 1 ’.* In Guinea, when a chief 
sneezes, all wish him happiness and prosperity.® In Samoa at 
sneezing the bystander said ‘Life to you I ’3 (for Indonesian 
beliefs see ERE vii. 236). The Koita of British New Guinea 
regard sneezing in sleep as a sign that the soul has come back 
to the body. If one does not sneeze for some weeks, this is a 
bad sign— the soul must be far away.4 So, with the Zulus, if a 
man is ill and does not sneeze, it is thought that the disease is 
great. Sometimes sneezing is of bad omen. In Tonga, if one 
sneezes while starting on an expedition, it forebodes evil.6 in 
Old Calabar people say,-,‘Far from youl', with gestures as if 
warding off evil, when children sneeze, and in New Zealand on 
similar occasions charms are said to prevent evil.® 

Thus the rationale of the practice varies, though 
in its origin it is connected with the presence of 
spirits, their entrance or egress from the body. 
According as the spirits are good or bad, sneezing 
■will be regarded as wholesome or the reverse. 
Where it is thought that the soul is itself returning, 
the omen will be good (cf. the sneezing of the child 
restored to life by Elisha [2 K 4“]) ; hut, if the soul 
is leaving the body, it will be bad (cf. the Jewish 
tradition above). Perhaps a sneeze was regarded 
as dangerous because it might expel the breath or 
soul, man’s breath (t.e. life-breath) being in his 
nostrUs (Is 2“ ; see Mouth, § 3), just as yaivning is 
dangerous for this and other reasons.® 

Omens are drawn from sneezing. 

The Negroes of Jamaica tbinfc that, if your nostrils itch so 
that you sneeze, some one is backbiting you.® In N. Carolina, 
if you sneeze when eating, you will hear of a death.® Other 
German omens are that sneezing while putting your shoes on 
is a sign of ill-luck, or, if you are telling something and you 
sneeze, your assertion is true, or (Esthoninn), if two pregnant 
women sneeze together, they will have daughters, but sons if 
their husbands sneeze.*® Many othersuch omens exist. Omens, 
usually of a trivial character,** are also drawn from an itching 
nose. 

In connexion ivith the idea that the soul is 
entering or leaving the , body at sneezing, it is 
noticeable that some savages believe that it may 
find an exit by the nose iust as it does by the 
month. Hence the nostrils of a dead or_ dying 
man are sometimes held or closed (along with the 
month) to keep his soul in, either to benefit the 
man or to prevent its issuing forth and carrying off 
the souls of others.'® In Celebes fish-hooks are 
attached to a sick man’s nose to catch the issuing 
soul.'® Eskimo mourners or those who prepare the 
body for burial plug the nostrils, lest the soul 
should find an exit and follow the dead.'* Instances 
of a savage sleeping with nose and month covered 
to prevent the soul leaiung are knoivn.^ Again, ns 
the breath from the mouth may contaminate sacred 
objects, so also may breath from the nose. Hence 
both are covered in certain rites.'® 

S. For nose-bleeding many medico-magical cures are cuirent 
among the folk — holding n living spider twisted up In a linen 
cloth to the nose (Roumania) ; the use of the Bible and key 
(England) ; the use of a bloodstone, allowing the blood to fall 
on it, then placing it down the back ; as the blood dries, so does 


1 Callaway, p. 222 B. , „ . 

®W. Bosman, in J. Pinkerton, General Collection of .. . 
Voyages, London, 1803-14, xvi. 478. 

8 Turner, Nineteen Tears in Polynesia, p. 348. 

4 Seligraann, p. 189 f. .... . , „ 

8W. Mariner, An Account of the Latives of the Tonga 
Islands, London, 1817, i. 466. 

8 R. F. Burton, Wit and Wisdom from W. Africa, London, 
1865, p. 373 ; E. Shortland, Traditions and Superstitions of the 
Neto Zealanders, do. 1856, p. 131. 

V Cf. PR i. 241 : P(N i. 102 ; Lane, ii. 16. 

8 FL XV. [1904] 70. ® FLR lv. [1831] 94. 

to Grimm, iv, 17S5, 2/88, 1843. 

1 * See PLR iv. [1831] 94 ; PL xiil. [1902] 50, xv. [1904] 94, xvl. 
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quesans) ; AnnaUs de la Prop, de la Pol, xxxii. [IbCO] 4S0 (^ew 
Caledonians); A. d’Orbiprn^', L'llomme nni<Wfa/n, Strassburg, 
1840, if. 241, 257 (Ttonamas, Ca 3 *uvaviis), 

IS pt. !i., Taboo, London, IDll, p. 20. 

14 Bnllrtin of American Mxttextm of Kat Uitt. xv. [IWI] pt. L 
144 ; 6 PPEir ri^SS), p. CIS f. ; 9 UUEW [m2], p. 4ii5. 

15 See ilomi, 5 3 ; PPE lv. 503^. 
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the bleeding (Cambridgeshire); writing the name on one side 
ol a piece of lime-wood and the letters O R on the other, then 
burning it (17th century).! 

6. The phrase in Ezk 8*^ in connexion with sun- 
worship — ‘ they put the branch to their nose’ — has 
been explained -with reference to the Zoroastrian 
use of the harsom (q.v.), or to an earlier Magian 
rite identical with it.“ 

For nose-flutes see Music (Primitive and 
Savage), § 5 (3). 

Literatuke.— i. Salutations.~R. Andree, ‘Nasengruss,* 
in EthnograpJiische Parallelen titid Vergleiche, new ser., 
Leipzig, 18S9 ; H. Ling Roth, ‘ Saiutations,’ JAI xix. [1890] 
101 fl. ; E. B. Tylor, Researches into the Early Jlist. of Man- 
kind-, London, 1870, ch. iii. 

ii. OnifAUEHTS. — O. Hovorka von Zderas, * Verzierungen 
der Nase,’ Mitteilungen der anthropologischen Gesellschaft in 
Wien, XXV. [1895J. 

iii. StfEEZINO — R. G. Haliburton, New Materials for the 
Bist. of JlXon, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1803 ; P(N 1. 07 S. 

J. A. MacCulloch. 

NOVATIANISTS. — ^This is the name given to 
the adherents of Novatian, a distinguished Roman 
theologian and presbyter of the 3rd century. His 
case is remarkable in that his secession had nothing 
to do with his teaching, but was the result of 
disputes, personal and disciplinary, within the 
orthodox Churches of Rome and Carthage; it is 
remarkable also as an instance of a characteristic 
doctrine being developed to Justify a separation 
which had already been earned out. To under- 
stand the schism, it is necessary to consider the 
events in Rome and Carthage of the ^ars 250 and 
251. One of the first victims of the Decian perse- 
cution was Fabian, bishop of Rome, who suffered 
on 20th Jan. 250. During the crisis his place could 
not be filled, and there is evidence of a struggle 
among the leading presbyters for the direction of 
the pmicy of the Church and the ultimate succession 
to the bishopric. The first to take the lead was a 
grossly illiterate person, the author of Ep. viii. in 
the collection of St. Cyprian’s letters. That letter 
was the beginning of Cyprian’s troubles. It was 
addressed by the presbyters of Rome to the pres- 
byters of Carthage, and advised them to act as if 
both sees were equally vacant. Cyprian had (in 
obedience to a vision, as he believed) secreted him- 
self at a distance from Carthage, and the spokes- 
man of Rome regarded this as an abdication which 
was as effectual as the martyrdom of Fabian to 
make his see headless. It is needless to enter into 
the dispute in Carthage, where the bishop and the 
majority of the presbyters were soon at strife over 
the terms on which Christians who had lapsed into 
paganism through fear of death should be restored 
to communion. Cyprian took a sterner line than 
the clergy. The confusion at Carthage became 
intolerable, and it was largely due to the encourage- 
ment which Rome had given to the clergy against 
their bishop. There was a change in Roman policy, 
and therefore also a change in its spokesman. 
Hovatian became the leader. He had strong claims 
to the position, and therefore also to succession, 
when an election should be possible, to the see. 
He was a distinguished theologian, and the only 
one of the Roman clergy, so far as is knowm, 
who could speak with authority on the topic. His 
orthodoxy was above suspicion ; his doctrine was 
derived from that of Tertullian, on which he had 
made a certain advance. It is true that his Christ- 
ology, like that of all theologians before Chalcedon, 
was in some measure tentative and contained hints 
which might be developed into conclusions that 
were, in tlie future, to be regarded as heretical ; 
but it would be an anachronism to suppose that he 

1 ELJ Ii. [1884] 219 ; FL xvi. [1905] 160, xxiii. [1912] 233, 349 ; 
many other Instances in W. Q. Black, Folk-Medicine, London, 
i&ssl 

- See J. H. Moulton, Early Zoroastrianism, London, 1913, p. 
1891. He. rejects 0. H. Toy's correction of the text (EBi li. 
1403), ‘ they are n stench in my nostrils.’ 


or any of his contemporaries dreamed that anything 
was ivrong with it. His life was as far above 
suspicion as his doctrine ; the charges that were to 
be brought against him in the struggle for the 
bishopric of Rome are disproved by the fact that 
they had never been advanced against him as a 
presbyter. He was regarded as a grave, learned, 
and consistent minister and teacher. Especially 
it must be noted that his doctrine on the point 
where he was, as a schismatic, to vary from the 
normal teaching of the Church was as yet precisely 
that of St. Cyprian. The bishop of Carthage in- 
sisted that the penitence of the lapsed must be 
tested before they were restored to communion. 
So taught Novatian also, who gave his full approval, 
when ivriting as representative of the Roman 
Church, to the measures which Cyprian was taldng. 
As yet he had not discovered that the Church was 
powerless to pardon such sin. He was, in fact, no 
rigorist. We learn from Cyprian {Ep, Iv.) that he 
took the more lenient view, and that generally 
held, concerning the restoration of penitent 
adulterers to communion. 

It was thus as a normal Churchman that he 
stood as a candidate for the see of Rome. His 
rival was Cornelius, an equally respected presbyter 
of Rome, apparently of longer standing. The 
election was held, after the slackening of perse- 
cution, in March 251. We know nothing of the 
proceedings, save that both candidates claimed to 
have been duly elected, and that both were conse- 
crated by bishops who were their supporters. 
Those who thus sanctioned the election of Cornelius 
were much more numerous than those who upheld 
Novatian ; but the rights of the latter, if he were 
duly elected, were not diminished by the fact that 
the bishops who consecrated him were few in 
number. There was no recognized court to which 
the rivals could appeal ; the validity of the success- 
ful candidate would in due time be demonstrated 
by the adhesion of the Roman community. At 
first it seemed that Novatian’s chance was good. 
The majority of the confessors, those who had 
suffered in the late persecution, were on his side, 
and they were the most respected members of the 
Church. But local opinion was guided in great 
measure by the decision of the leading churches 
elsewhere. Both rivals at once sent clerical mes- 
sengers to the great sees to announce their election, 
and the holders of those sees had at once to make 
up their minds. Not only the emissaries but other 
Christians from Rome would certainly visit their 
cities, claiming communion on the ground of com- 
mendatory letters from either Novatian or Corne- 
lius ; and the letters of one or the other must be 
repudiated. The two great Eastern sees decided 
differently, Fabius of Antioch took the part of 
Novatian. His character and motives are above 
suspicion, and, since he had evidence before him 
which is now lost, we must assume that there was 
a good deal to be said on behalf of Novatian’s claim 
that he had been duly elected. Dionysius of 
Alexandria took the opposite course and supported 
Cornelius. But he bore himself with Christian 
courted in a strife which engendered much bitter- 
ness. He suggested to Novatian that he should 
retire in the interests of peace from a position 
which he had unwillingly assumed. But Novatian’s 
‘nolo episcopari’ may have only been an expression 
of conventional propriety ; and in any case Novatian 
might reply that he could not desert his supporters 
or sanction, by withdrawing his claim, Cornelius’s 
assumption of an office to which he had not been 
lawfully elected. But Dionysius had not suggested 
that the affair should be compromised by a resigna- 
tion of both competitors, and can hardly have 
expected that his kindly effort should succeed. 
Its tone, however, proves that he disregarded the 
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attacks on Novatian’s character that were being 
made by his rival. There remained one Church 
whose importance and wliose nearness to Rome 
rendered it necessary for each candidate to gain 
its adherence. It was that of Carthage. We have 
seen that Cyprian, its bishop, had been involved in 
OTave difficulties with his clergy, in which Rome, 
led by Novatian, Imd taken his side. But Cyprian 
vas still engaged in warfare with the majority of 
his clergy, he ignoring their existence and they 
professing (as Rome had once done) that he had 
vacated his see. The leader of the clergy was 
Novatus, whose name has been confused by Euse- 
bius and others, to the darkening of the story, 
with that of Novatian. The two men were known 
to each other, for Novatus had visited Rome during 
the vacancy and had been courteously received by 
Novatian. The latter had approved Cyprian’s 
policy in regard to the lapsed and disapproved the 
laxity of Novatus and his colleagues. He had also 
recognized Cyprian as bishop; but there was 
nothing strange in his welcome to Novatus, for he 
may well have thought that Cyprian was acting 
unconstitutionally, or at least harshly, towards 
the clergy of his Church, and that, in the interests 
of future peace in Carthage, it was well to keep on 
good terms Avith both parties in the conflict. This 
relation of Novatian with the clergy of Carthage 
won him their support as soon as Cyprian had 
adhered to Cornelius. There, as at Antioch and 
Alexandria, the messengers of both rivals had 
^peared, and claimed recognition. For a while 
Cyprian Avithheld his decision. Cornelius, Ave 
knoAV, Avas made anxious by the delay ; probably 
Novatian Avas hopeful. But, when Cyprian had 
made up his mind, he expressed himself Avith as 
much vigour as Cornelius could have Avdshed. And 
it must be said that both Cyprian and Cornelius 
used to the full the licence of the age. Vitupera- 
tion Avas a department of the art of rhetoric as 
taught in the schools, and need be taken no more 
seriously Avlien employed by a Christian AATiter 
than Avhen Demosthenes or Cicero used it to dis- 
credit an opponent. It Avas the ordinary missile 
of controversy. The charges against Novatian 
either related in the main to circumstances of his 
baptism Avhich had been condoned by the bishop 
Avho admitted him to orders, and therefore could 
no longer be pleaded against him, or Avere reflexions 
upon his courage in the persecution, and are refuted 
by the fact that his chief supporters Ai'ere the con- 
fessors, Avho must have knoAvn hoAV he had borne 
himself and Avere the last of men to tolerate in 
their bishop a loAver standard of loyalty than their 
oAVTi. But the breach betAveen Novatian and 
Cyprian AA'as noAv impassable, and, in obedience 
to a principle common to both, each henceforth 
asserted that the other Avas outside the Christian 
Church. Their test of membership Avas that of 
communion. Cyprian Avas in communion AA’ith 
Cornelius, Avho, according to Novatian, AA'as not 
bishop of Rome ; therefore, according to Novatian, 
Cyprian Ai-as not a bishop of the Catholic Church. 
According to Cyprian, Noi’atian, being out of 
communion AA'ith his oaati Church as represented 
by Cornelius, its bishop, was out of communion 
with the Avhole of Christendom. It AA-as common 
ground that a local church must have a bishop, 
and therefore Noi-atian procured the consecration 
of one of the party of nis ally, NoA-atus. This 
party proA-ided the ncAv bishop AA-ith an organization 
m worJdng order, and including a majority of the 
presbyters of Carthage, AA-ho had already, and on 
independent grounds, reached the conclusion that 
Cyprian had A-acated his see and Avas no longer 
bishop. 

This consecration of the new bishop, Maximus, 
in Carthage, took place in 252, and from that time 


the schism, represented by bishops in Rome and in 
Carthage avIio claimed to be the true bishops of 
those sees, AA'as incurable.. At first it seemed that 
the chances of the tAvo Churches Avere about equal. 
But in this year, 252, Fabius of Antioch died, and 
his successor reA-ersed his policy. And very q^uickly, 
actuated by motives of Avhich AA’e are iinintornied, 
the Roman confessors, or at least the great majority 
of them, transferred their allegiance to Cornelius. 
There is no reason Avhatever to think that they 
Avere AA-rong in doing so. But NoA-atian could not 
see the matter in that light. He held that he had 
been validly elected and therefore that communion 
Avith himself was a necessity for Christians. Num- 
bers Avere not the test, and those aa'Iio deserted him 
unchurched themselves. He still had considerable 
support. In 254 Ave find Mercian, bishop of Arles, 
the most important see of Gaul, in communion 
AA’ith him, and Cyprian Avriting (Ny. Ixviii.) to 
Stephen, Avho had lately become bishop of Rome, 
urging him to initiate aimovement at Arles for the 
consecration of a heAV bishop there AA’ho should be 
in communion Avith themselves. We do not know 
the sequel, but there can be no doubt that there, 
and universally, the NoA'atianists Avere excluded, 
but still claimed to be the true Church and pro- 
Added for their continuity by consecrating for them- 
selves bishops. That their numbers Avere consider- 
able and their extension Avide is eiddent, but aa’C 
have no means of estimating the size of their 
Church. It is only by accident that we hear of 
their existence in various regions; e.g., their 
presence in Spain is proved by the controversial 
Avritings against them of Pacian of Barcelona in 
the second half of the 4th century. They Avere 
strongest in Asia Minor, AA’here the Montanists, 
attracted by their claim to purity, seem to have 
fused Avith them ; and the nearness of that region 
to Constantinople gave them Aveight in the great 
doctrinal controversies. 

With the claim to purity Ave come to what grew 
into the raison d’Hre of Novatianism, though, in 
fact, so far as Novatian Avas concerned, it was_^ an 
afterthought, and not the occasion of his action. 
We have seen that he began by agreeing AA’ith 
Cyprian, and ivith the general opinion of Christen- 
dom, that, though lapse into paganism Avas a sin of 
the greatest gravity, it Avas not unpardonable. 
But, Avhen his schism was final, though his breach 
Avith the Catholic Church was due to a dispute 
upon a historical fact, Avhether he or Cornelius had 
been duly elected, it aa’os ineAdtable that differences 
should arise, and that he should detect fresh errors 
in the society Avhich had rejected him. He found 
onein this veiy matter of the lapsed. The Church, 
he came to teach, was defiled by restoring those 
who had been guilty of such a sin. It aid not 
cleanse them ; it shared their guHt. _ The un- 
pardonable character and the contaminating nature 
of the sin became for the folloAvers of Novatian a 
cardinal doctrine; not that they denied God’s 
poAA-er to forgive, but they denied His gift to the 
Church of that poAA’er. This contamination Avas 
unending ; it passed from generation to generation 
of those Avho received communion or orders from 
the persons who had contracted the original defile- 
ment. There AA’as thus a second barrier between 
Novatianists and the Church ; the latter had not 
only erred in rejecting the lawful ministry, and so 
cut itself off from Christ, but it Avas also involved 
in a guilt from AA’hich no poAver on earth could 
relieve it. As the original, the historical, question 
lost its interest through the lapse of time, tlie 
latter doctrine became the conspicuous diflerentia 
of the NoA’atianist Church. 

In all other re.spects its development folloAA-ed 
the same lines as its riA-al. NoA-atian’s oAA’n the- 
ology, ^rroAved from Tertullian, started his Church 
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on a course of thought which led to full agreement 
"svith that which prevailed at Nicrea in 325. It 
may he that, conscious of rivalry, the smaller body 
mado_ it a_ point of honour not to fall behind in 
doctrine j in any case, the Church of Novatiau had 
Its day of triumph ivhen Constantine called in 
Acesius, its bishop of Constantinople, to advise him 
as an impartial expert in his dealings with the 
bishops of the greater Church who were at strife. 
Acesius’s verdict was for the doctrine of Athanasius, 
and, though he gave no satisfactory answer to 
Constantine’s natural inquiry why, seeing that 
they believed alike, the two Churches did not 
coalesce, and had to endure the emperor’s taunt, 
‘Set up your ladder and climb to heaven alone,’ he 
and his followers had earned the gratitude of the 
orthodox. Therefore, during the dominance of 
Arianism, from the reign of Constantins to that of 
Valens, they suffered from persecution equally with 
the orthodox, and, when the mctory of Atiian- 
asianism came with Theodosius, they were tolerated 
and even favoured. They seem, at least in Con- 
stantinople and Rome, to have been an educated 
and influential body, with weight beyond their 
numbers, though in each city they liad several 
churches. Monasticism grew up among them as 
early as among the Catholics. Of distinctive prac- 
tices we hear as little as of distinctive doctrines, 
apart from the great barriers between them and 
the rest of orthodox Christendom. There is some 
evidence that they dispensed with unction at 
baptism, and some of those who represented the 
former Montanists retained certain Montanist 
peculiarities. Rut the Novatianist community 
was singularly free from internal differences, and 
nothing unworthy of its claim to purity is recorded. 
To a body so respectable and so orthodox in doc- 
trine it was natural that advances should be made, 
and the Council of Nicxa, in its 8th canon,_ even 
offered to recognize the orders of Novatianist 
clergy. 

This was the consistent temper of the Catholics 
till, with the death of the generation that had 
known the Arian strife, the Novatianist services to 
orthodoxy were forgotten. In 412 the Western 
emperor Honorius issued a severe edict against 
them, and the popes of the 5th cent, consis- 
tently aimed at their suppression. In the East 
they were suflered to remain in peace a little 
longer, and the interest in their concerns^ taken by 
theliistorian Socrates has raised the suspicion that 
he may have been one of their number, and cer- 
tainly shows that it was safe for a literary man to 
sound their praise. The storm came in the tuiddle 
of the century when Cyril in Alexandria and 
Nestorius in Constantinople, agreeing in intoler- 
ance, denied them the opportunity of public ^yor- 
ship and strove to force them into conformity. 
But they maintained their corporate life in many 
places. There is evidence of Novatianists in the 
6th cent., and perhaps in the 7th, and probably it 
was rather to the general collapse of tlie ancient 
society than to the efforts of their adversaries that 
their iinal disappearance was due. 

Ljteratork. — Eusebius, HE (letters of Cornelius and Dio- 
nysius); Cyprian, Epp,‘, Pseudo-Cyprian, ad Eovatiamim 
(printed in Cyprian's works) ; Socrates, HI?: Sozomen, HE~, 
Pacian, Opusmta ; numerous references in ail the ecolMiasticai 
writers of the 4th and 6th centuries. Slodern Church histones 
and histories of doctrine deal fully with the subject ; the best 
recent treatment is by A. Harnacfc, in ERE^. 

E. W. Watson. 

NOVEL.— See Fiction. 

NUBA. — I. Geographical distribution and 
organization. — The Nuba may he regarded m the 
Negro or Negroid aborigines of Kordofnn, although 
at the present day the northern half of this area 
is inhabited by Arabic-speaking tribes professing 
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Islam, so that Dar Nuba, the country of the Nnha, 
occupies only the soutliern half of theadministrative 
province, extending over 2^° of latitude from about 
124 ° to 10° N. Even so it includes some 50,000 so. 
miles, being hounded on the east by the ShUluk 
territory fringing the west bank of the White Nile, 
on the south by Lake No and the Bahr el-Ghazal, 
and on the west by Dar Homr and Darfur, But, 
since _ southern Kordofan is a great plain dotted 
•with isolated hills and ranges, and the Nuba are 
essentially hill people, they actually inhabit only 
a small part of this area. Although it would he 
out of place to discuss the mixed Lluslim popula- 
tion of the flat country, it may be said that, 
except in the case of some of the smaller and 
weaker Nuba hills where intermarriage has taken 
place, they have not exerted any great influence 
on the hill-men. Indeed, it is surprising to find 
that even in northern Kordofan, where the country 
has come thoroughly under Arab influence, traces 
of the older relimons and social systems persist, 
while on some hills many inhabitants show Nuba 
physical characters. On the other hand, there do 
not seem to be any northern hills on which non- 
Arabic languages are spoken, even where the re- 
mains of tlie old religious beliefs exist, as, e.g., 
on Jehel Kaja (about 14° 30' N.). It is far other- 
wise in the south, where the Nuba, though raided 
for cattle and slaves, have retained their indepen- 
dence, for even under Dervish rule the Emirs sent 
against the Nuba did little more than reduce the 
more exposed hills, in some cases carrying off 
almost the whole population. 

North of the twelftli parallel foreign influence is 
pronounced ; even in Bruce’s time * Jehel Tegele 
and Jehel Daier had been ovemin from Darfur and 
Sennar alternately, and had furnished a gamson 
to the latter proidnce— or kingdom, as it then was. 
The inhabitants of the hills lying between the 
eleventh and t'welftli parallels, though less soiihis- 
ticated than their northern neighbours, are by no 
means as unaffected as the hill-men further south. 

It does not appear that any recent physical, 
cultural, or linguistic influence has been exerted 
on the southern Nuba by the Shilluk, whose 
villages form a line along the White Nile to the 
south-east of Dar Nuba, nor b}' the Dinka and 
Nuer to the south. 

As customs vary from hiJl to hill, and even In different com- 
munities on the same hili, It may be as well to state that the 

g resent writer has visited the following hills, Amira, Korindi, 
liri, and Talodi, all in the extreme south of Dar Nuba, and 
has had opportunities of obtaining information from natives of 
Kanderma, Kawarma, Xiramandi, and Billing, the lost lying 
just north of 12’ N. lat. 

One of the most remarkable features of Dar 
Nuba is the multiplicity of languages spoken 
within its hounds. The inhabitants of hills only a 
few miles apart may speak languages mutually 
unintelligible, and even on the same massif — when 
this is of moder.ate size — there may he two or 
three communities speaking different languages 
and coming little in contact with one another, 
though their habits, customs, and beliefs are funda- 
mentally the same. 

A good example of the prevailing condition is offered by Jehel 
Eliri. The Eliri, said to be the original inhabitants of thejebel, 
have been forced to cede the best part of it to the Lnfofa, who 
came from the neiglibouring Jehel Tekeim. The Eliri have mixed 
with the ‘ Arabs ' below to some extent, and now inhabit a small 
village high up on the jehel, a few houses close to the Lafofa 
vilkage, and a settlement at the base of the hill. A few Eliri 
men speak the Lafofa dialect, though none of the Lafofa pro- 
fess to understand the Eliri dialect, and only two or three 
mixed marriages are recorded. On the same jehel, about 6 
miles to the west, is Talass.a, where the Korongo dialect is 
spoken, the founders of this community being natives of Jehel 
Korongo who were joined by refugees from various northern 
hills which bad been attacked by the Dervishes. 

At least sixteen langn.ages are already known in 

I J. Bruce, Travels to discover the Source of the Eile, 17BS-SS, 
Edinburgh, 1790. 
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southern Kordofan, and, if a few of these should 
prove to he only dialects, this can hardly be the 
case with the majority. 

This brings us to one of the outstanding diffi- 
culties connected with the Nuba, viz. their wide- 
spread confusion -with the Barabra or Berberines, 
the inhabitants of Nubia north of the fourtli cata- 
ract — a difficulty which makes it necessary to 
define the position of the Nuba at some length and 
as precisely as possible. Apart from the fact that 
Dar Nuba is even now one of the least knoAvn parts 
of Africa, the confusion is due, at least in part, to 
writers who have insisted on applying linguistic 
criteria to determine the ethnological position of 
the Berberines and the tribes of northern Kordofan. 
Frederick Muller formed a Nuba-Fulah group of 
languages to include the Barabra dialects and 
Fulah. Keane rejected this view almost with 
scorn, but, on account of similarities in the lan- 
guage, or some of the languages, spoken in northern 
and central Kordofan to those spoken by the 
Barabra, did not hesitate to proclaim the essential 
unity of the Barabra and the tall black Negro hill- 
men of Kordofan. The confusion may have been 
increased by the similarity of the names Nuba and 
Nubia, for German scholars actually speak of the 
Barabra dialects as ‘ Nuba Sprache.’ In any case 
it is not difficult, in the light of fuller knowledge 
of the Nuba themselves and of the history of 
Kordofan, to explain the similarity of language 
which misled Keane. This -will be referred to 
later ; meanwhile it may be pointed out that the 
difference between the present-day Barabra and 
the Nuba of Kordofan, as shown by physical 
measurements, is confirmed by a whole series of 
characters not susceptible to expression by measure- 
ment. The Nuba is stoutly -built, muscular, and 
so dark-skinned that he may be called black ; the 
Berberine is of slight, or more commonly medium, 
build, not particularly muscular, and in skin-colour 
varies from a yellowish to a chocolate brown. 
The hair of the Nuba is invariably woolly ; that of 
the Barabra, though approaching the Negro in 
individual instances, is commonly curly or Avavy, 
and may be almost straight, AA’hile the features of 
the Barabra are not uncommonly absolutely non- 
N^roid. 

Thus there can he no doubt that the two peoples 
are essentially different in physical characters, and 
the same holds good on the cultural side. The 
Barabra scar their faces in the manner common to 
the Beja and riverain tribes of so-called_ ‘ Arabs’ ; 
they circumcise their youths and mutilate their 
girls, but they do not cover the bodies of their 
Avomen Avith cicatrices or remove their incisor 
teeth, nor do their AVomen perforate the loAver lip in 
order to Avear a lip-ornament. The Nuba do not 
circumcise their boys or mutilate their girls, but 
practise the remaining deformations mentioned. 

To return to the laneuage : If the speech of the southern 
Nuba be compared with dialects (Mahass, Sukkhot, etc.) spoken 
by the Barabra, it will be found that the inhabitants of the hills 
ot southern Kordofan situated but little north of the Bahr el- 
Ghazal have a lanjruage, or rather a series of langainges, with 
prammatical structure and vocabularies which do not resemble 
the Berberine dialects. The communities of some of the hills 
are as yet unaffected by northern influence, ns is shown by the 
fact that the men still go absolutely naked and unclrcuracised 
—the very first result of Arab (Muhammadan) influence being 
the assumption of at least a minimum of clothing and the 
adoption of circumcision. The resemblances found between 
the languages of the Barabra and the Nuba of northern Kor- 
dofan are, In fact, due to foreign influence, to which the more 
northern hill-men have been subjected for a considerable 
period. It has long been known that the southern Barabra of 
Dongola Province are keen traders ; indeed, tiie traveller in 
Kordofan soon comes to recognize that these folk have exerted 
a sustained and increasing influence for a considerable time. 
As might he e.vpectcd, this influence is most marked in the 
north, where important settlements of Barabra have long 
existed, but there is no doubt that it has penetrated deep into 
the heart of Kordofan to a degree not commonly realized, and 
It is this pacific and mercantile penetration that must be held 


responsible for the similarities which have been discovered In 
the Berberine and Kuba languages. So much eridence in 
support of this opinion, which apparently has not previously 
been put forward, will be found in MacMichael’s recent work 
The Tribes of NoHhem and Central Kordofdn, that it will be 
sufficient to note that passages conflrming this view occur in the 
writings of El Tunsi (referring to about 1784-85), Ruppell (1829). 
and Pallme (1839).i But, although some of the languages of 
northern Kordofan and even of northern Dar Nuba may show 
resemblances to the Barabra dialects, the languages of southern 
Dar Nuba are quite unlike these both in structure and in 
vocabulary. In the Berberine dialects grammatical changes in 
both nouns and verbs are produced by suffixes ; in the Nuba 
this is done by initial change. Moreover, in the latter, alliter- 
ative assonance prevails to a considerable extent ; e.g., the 
plural of ifaiangajote (Ellri), ‘a good club,' is malanna mdle.a 
Turning to the vocabularies of seven languages published by 
B. Z. Seligman — and for the moment neglecting the most 
northerly— the most that can be said from the point of view of 
affinity with Barabra is that there are a few words scattered in 
the lists which might be connected Avith Nubian or Arabic. 
Kawarma, the most northern of the languages investigated, 
shows a decided Berberine influence. 

The position may perhaps best be made clear by a considera- 
tion of the numerals. The most southern hills have special 
words for the first numerals, but form 6 by x-1-1, 7 bj- x-)-2, etc. 
This is not a Berberine characteristic, though Kawarma shows 
a decided Berberine Influence especially in the agreementof the 
initial sounds of the words, while the numerals given by 
Munzinger for Jebel Daier (about 12}" N.) show merely 
dialectical differences from the Berberine. 

It is .then obvious that there is the greatest difference be- 
tween the languages spoken by the Nuba in the far south of 
Kordofan and those used further north, the latter closely 
resembling the Berberine. Moreover, in physical characters 
and culture the Nuba stand absolutely apart from the Barabra, 
so that it is perfectly reasonable to conclude that the Berberine 
characteristics in the languages of the more northern Nuba'are 
due to the gradual penetration of Berberine influence, and are 
not due to the common origin of Nuba and Berberine. 

Each Nuba community is autonomous; there 
is no division into clans and no restrictions upon 
marriage other than tliose imposed by blood- 
relationship ; indeed, nearly all unions take place 
within the community. Women and children are 
Avell treated, property passes in the female line, 
and girls choose tneir mates and are alloAved the 
greatest freedom ; no bride-price is paid, and either 
party can break the marriage at pleasure, separa- 
tions and the formation of neiv attachments occa- 
sioning little or no trouble so long as they are 
openly declared. This applies to the most southern 
communities ; further north, Avhere a bride-price is 
paid, matters are less simple. 

There is no definite evidence of the existence of 
totemism, but on Tira el-Akhdar and also on Jebel 
Lumun there are people Avho claim descent from 
leopards, and who Avill not kill leopards as other folk 
do. These man-leopards can make themselves in- 
visible at pleasure, and, even if speared, cannot be 
seen or tracked. No difficulty is made aboutmarry- 
ing into the leopard families. Although no man 
turns into a leopard Avithout good caiise, no ope Avill 
go into a man-leopard’s house Avithout an invitation 
lest he should come upon the owner Avhile skin- 
changing. On Tira el-Akhdar there are also 
people descended from a species of snake called 
erunga, AA’hich is the famu5'-name of the snake 
people. These folk can turn into snakes, and, if 
any one is injured by an crunget, one of them spits 
upon and massages the injurea part and the patient 
gets Avell. Probably exogamy does not prevail in 
either leopard or snake families. 

The regulation of public life is ultimately in the 
hands of the rain-maker and certain subordinates 
who are in fact his executive officers,® though, in 
some instances at least, they seem to partake of 
his spiritual authority and to be his assistants in 
the ntes of his office. 

1 W. P. E. B. Ruppell, Reisen in R'ulien, Kordofan, vnd dm 
ptlrdisehen Avabien, Frankfort, 1829 ; I. Pallme, Travels tn 
Kordofan, Eng. tr., London, 1844. 

c S H Bay considers that certain forms of grammar seem to 
connect the Nuba languages with those spoken far oway to the 
west and to the south, t.e. the Jolof (WoloQ and somewhat 
more indefinitely the B.mtu. ... < , i .i,. 

s The men usually called mek and considered as clnefs In tne 
Intercourse between the government and the Nuba are, as a 
rule, executive officers of the kind indicated. 
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The Nuba are skilled and energetic cultivators, 
and possess only a comparatively small number of 
cattle, 80 that their herds do not take the great 
place in their life which cattle occupy in the 
thoughts and conversation of the Dinka and 
Shilluk. Nevertheless, only men herd the cattle 
and milk the cows, and, since on certain hills the 
initiation-ceremonies of the lads are connected with 
the cattle and take place in specially prepared 
cattle-kraals, it seems possible that at one time 
cattle may have played a larger part in the lives 
of the Nuoa than they do at present. 

During recent years, and even now when peace 
has been established and the fear of Arab raids 
has been removed, the Nuba cultivate their grain 
upon the plateaux of their hiUs, or, if these are 
insufficient, construct terraces on which to grow 
dura. But there is reason to believe that at one 
time, before the Baqqara pushed their way into 
central Kordofan and began to raid the south, con- 
siderable areas of the plain in the neighbourhood 
of the hills were cultivated. 

At his best, t.e. on those hills which have been 
strong enough to resist Arab influence, the Nuba 
is plucky and generous, and, when once his innate 
suspicion of strangers has been overcome, he is a 
cheerful companion and makes an excellent host. 
Both sexes are cleanly, and the condition of their 
settlements compares most favourably with that 
prevailing in the villages of the Nifotes. To a 
certain extent this may be due to the presence of 
the domestic pig which is found in their hills, but 
it is, in part at least, due to their being more par- 
ticular to keep themselves and their huts clean. 
No rubbish or dirt is allowed to accumulate in the 
interior of their houses, and the women always 
wash their hands before grinding dura or prepar- 
ing food. 

2. High gods. — Although it is probable that all 
Nuba believe in an otiose high god, in practice he 
is overshadowed by the spirits of the dead, except 
perhaps in connexion with rain-making, while in 
some instances a powerful ancestral spint seems to 
be confused with the high god, or has perhaps 
usurped his name. Thus, on Jebel Kawarma, 
Jebel Kanderma, and Jebel Tira el-Akhdar the 
highest spiritual power is called Elo, but, while 
some at least of the Kawarma people recognize 
him as their ancestor who came out of the rock 
Eldu, and know the site of his grave, the inhabi- 
tants of the other two hills do not believe that he 
was human, and say that he lives in the slty with 
the rain which he sends. Nevertheless the Ka- 
warma folk invoke Elo at a ceremony held at the 
beginning of the rains, which has a3_ its_ purpose 
the increase of the cattle. A bullock is killed and 
a bowl of native beer is passed round and over the 
body, while Elo is invoked, ‘ Elo, we are hungry, 
give us cattle, give us sheep.’ So, at Dilling, whfle 
some appeared to regard Belet as an ancestral spirit, 
some at least of his attributes are those of_a god. 
He sends rain when the rain-maker asks it, and 
causes the com to grow ; he also gives increase of 
cattle and men. He inhabits (perhaps only at 
times) a holy cave called Kulignala which would 
appear to be regarded as Twala, ‘ the other world,’ 
or at least as its entrance. It should be noted that 
religion appears to be more developed in the 
northern hills of Dar Nuba than in the extreme 
south, though there is no reason for attributing 
this to Arab influence. 

On some hills the high god is invoked in oaths, 
ns among the Lafofa, who swear by a sacred fire 
and by Kalo, who created all things and in whose 
house (the sky) are the sun and moon. 

. 3. Eschatology and the cult of the dead. — ^The 
eschatological ideas of the Nuba, though fairly uni- 
form in principle, vary somewhat from hill to hill. 


Generally speaking, the spirit or shade of the 
deceased is considered to remain in the grave with 
the body, yet the spirit can and does emerge to 
visit the village, and is seen by relatives and friends 
in dreams, but not otherwise. In spite of this it 
was sometimes said that nothing was known con- 
cerning a life after death, and that man was liter- 
ally ‘as the beasts.’ It was especially on Jebel 
Eliri that this view was proclaimed ; but, even if 
some folk of the Lafofa and Eliri communities hold 
no formal beliefs as to the survival of any spiritual 
part after the death of the body, the funeral rites 
of these people would alone suggest that the general 
opinion is that something persists after deatli. As 
a matter of fact, the agnostics were relatively few 
in number. 

The animals killed at and after the funeral are 
for the benefit of the dead ; one informant went 
so far as to say that, if a bullock, or at least a 
goat, was not killed, the dead in the family grave 
would hold the new-comer to be a •wretched fellow 
of no account. The near blood-relations of the 
deceased alone eat the flesh of these animals, and 
husband and wife do not partake of the flesh of 
animals killed for a spouse. If a bullock is killed, 
it is provided by a son of one of the sisters of the 
deceased. It appears that the relatives should stay 
in the house of mourning where the feast is to be held 
for the whole of the first night after the funeral. 

The southern Nuba bury in family-graves shaped 
like an inverted funnel, the shaft, corresponding 
to the stem of the funnel, being so narrow that a 
living man can only squeeze down with his hands 
above his head. 'The shaft is 6 to 8 ft. long, and 
expands below into a circular chamber with sloping 
sides some 3 ft. high in the centre and perhaps 8 ft. 
across. In the middle of the floor, i.e. under the 
opening of the shaft, there is usually a mound of 
earth about a foot high. Any one lowered doAvn 
the shaft naturally lands on this. When a burial 
takes place, a couple of men are lowered into the 
grave and they receive the body, which is laid 
(whether on side or back is uncertain) at the peri- 
phery of the chamber. It is said that such family- 
graves occurred at least as far north as Dilling; 
nevertheless, there is great variety in the mode of 
burial. Thus, on Jebel Nyema and Jebel Katla 
Kurun the grave is a short narrow-necked cell in 
which a single body is interred in the squatting 
osition, while at Beraeis, in the far north of Kor- 
ofan, the Nuba ancestors of the present half-breed 
population buried in the lateral posture with limbs 
flexed. The body is commonly rubbed with oil 
before burial, but it is generally buried naked 
except for bead-ornaments. Various objects may 
be jdaced in the grave, including a hoe ; those 
which are not of iron are broken, while iron ones 
(perhaps these, too, are destroyed) are removed 
the next time the grave is opened, and the iron is 
worked up into new implements, which become the 
property of the sons of the sisters of the deceased. 
The more important the man, the greater the 
number of things buried udth him, and at Talodi 
it is said that, when a really notable man is buried, 
his angarcb and shield are placed on his grave. 
Most of the graves actually seen had one or more 
gourds or pots upon them ; often these had been 
purposely holed. The whole matter of death cere- 
monial was summed up by a native of Jebel Tam- 
tam who said, ‘The stronger the man, the more 
important he is both in life and after death.’ 
Hence, in most communities, when an ordinary 
man dies, there is only one big {east, which is held 
soon after his death, but for important men two 
or three feasts are held at intervals of about a year. 
These feasts appear to be made in or near the 
house of the deceased. 

At DUling the spirits of the dead are thought to 
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visit the living, especially at the time of the dxira 
harvest. "When the dura is cut, every widow 
believes that the spirit of her husband will come 
to her that night, so she sends her children away 
and prepares food and drink. She puts a clean 
mat upon the floor and sleeps naked upon it as if 
with her husband. A woman does this only for 
her first husband, and, although there is no idea 
of any congress -with the spirit, her husband (if 
she has married again) would not remain in the 
hut. Mothers prepare food and a bed for a dead 
child in much the same way. 

On Jebel Kawarma live sheep, often as many 
as ten, are said to be put in the grave rvith the 
body as well as a hoe and other objects. The sheep 
are not tied up. The bead-omaments commonly 
worn are left upon the body, which is rvrapped 
in the skin of a pig lolled for the purpose. The 
spirit remains in the grave and delights to look 
after the sheep, yet it comes out at times and may 
then be seen in dreams. If a ‘ big ’ man is seen in 
a dream, his relatives may pour a pot of merissa 
on the grave and sacrifice an animal at the door of 
his house, the latter custom possibly being due to 
Arab influence. 

The matrilineal habits of the Nuba are specially 
well marked in their burial rites. Both men and 
women are buried with their mother’s relatives. 
The men of Jebel Eliri were at first reluctant to 
show their burial-places. This was the more 
remarkable because no difficulty was made in 
talking about death and burial customs. It was 
explained later that it was not customary to show 
the graves to strangers, and that the people them- 
selves did not visit them. 

On Jebel Korindi it was thought that death 
might be due to the dead calling the living to join 
them, and in one case an angareb, vrith the dead 
body upon it "was taken round to the houses of 
certain deceased who were supposed to have called 
the dead person to them. 

4. Rain-makers and rain-making. — The rain- 
maker is the most important man in each com- 
munity, and the regulation of public life is ulti- 
mately in his hands, though he will scarcely be 
heard of by strangers until they have gained a 
considerable measure of the confidence of the 
people. In the old days the rain-maker was not 
allowed to go to war, and every effort was made 
to protect his person against accident, the reason 
for this being that each succeeding rain-maker 
incarnates the spirit of a great and long-dead 
predecessor. The rain-maker is not the only 
practitioner of magic; there are experts in other 
departments, but these have nothing like the same 
influence and do not at present demand considera- 
tion. Far below the rain-maker in importance 
there are certain men who are more or less re- 
sponsible for the temporal government of the 
community, and who' formerly led the fighting 
men of their yctef, though assuredly they would do 
nothing in opposition to the wishes of the rain- 
maker. When the rain-maker drinks and eats 
with other important men, he takes the first sip 
or mouthful and then tells the others to begin ; 
this makes even a small quantity of food sufficient 
for all. On Jebel Eliri he keeps the large fire- 
sticks with which to make the fire on which oaths 
are sworn * by this fire and by Kalo,’ and the 
plaintiff must pay him a fee before he will produce 
the sticks and Kindle the fire. 

In some communities, as at Billing, the rain- 
maker may not leave the hill, while on Eliri he 
may go no further than the grave of his great 

E redecessor Geberatu (whose spirit is immanent in 
im), where he performs the rain ceremony. 

The power of the rain-maker and the other 
departmental experts of the Nuba is due to the 


immanence in their bodies of the spirit of a great 
predecessor in their own department of magic; 
thus Koko, the rain-maker or the Lafofa of Jebel 
Eliri, is supposed to have in him the spirit of 
Geberatu,^ who lived three generations ago, and 
the remains of whose homestead still exist at the 
base of Jebel Eliri. According to the commonly 
accepted belief, the spirits of the dead cause the 
ancestral spirit of the expert, i.e. the spirit of the 
great predecessor, to become immanent in the new 
expert. It is held that this occurs while the future 
expert is quite young, and the VTiter has more 
than once been told how a mother will wake up in 
the night to find that her child is not by her side, 
though he is there in his old place in the morning. 
She tells her friends, and it may be thought that 
the spirits have taken her child to make liim an 
expert. It is believed that the spirits come to the 
experts in dreams and help them, but informants 
frankly admitted that they knew nothing about 
this, for, as one of them said, experts are not given 
to relating their experiences. The rain-maker 
may be a woman, as is the case on Jebel Kawarma 
at the present time, and as among the Lafofa three 
generations ago, when Nalu, the grandmother of 
Koko, was rain-maker. 

At Billing the rain is called ara, and each rain- 
maker has immanent in him the spirit of Orsera, 
the first rain-maker. Soon after the death of a 
rain-maker his spirit becomes immanent in his 
successor, possessing him by night and causing 
him to shiver, groan, and shout. The next morning 
the assistants of the dead rain-maker are told that 
the oro {i.e. the ancestral spirit immanent in rain- 
makers of the tribe) has come to him. They take 
him to the holy cave Kulignala, which he enters 
and where he speaks with Belet. When he comes 
out, they put round his neck a very old piece of 
(woven ?) material which is kept in the cave, and 
at the same time he is given certain sacred spears 
(oro) and a metal bracelet, said to have been the 
property of Belet, which are taken to Kulignala 
ivhenever a rain-maker dies. The rain-maker 
keeps these spears in a special house, and uses one 
of them to kill the sacrifice at the rain ceremony. 
The house of the dead rain-maker is destroyed, 
and a new house built on the same site with fresh 
materials ; for, if the rain-maker were to live in the 
house which belonged to his predecessor, he would 
soon die. 

The accounts of the technique of rain-making 

f iven below show very considerable variations on 
ifferent hills or different groups^ of hills. Each 
community ‘makes’ its own rain, and no one 
seems to have realized that one rain-maker would 
be sufficient for each massif. On the contrary, 
the greatest wonders are told of rain-makers only 
a little way off. Thus, the Lafofa people believe 
that the rain-maker of Jebel Tekeim on the Eliri 
massif is associated with a ‘red’ snake, whose 
form he is said to assume at will. According to 

1 The writer first heard of Geheratu as a longr-dead hero of 
extraordinary wisdom and foresight, who generations ago led 
the Lafofa up the jehtl, and it is certain that to roost of the 
Lafofa Geberatu is the mighty hero of a remote and almost 
legendary age. AtTien the name of the first rain-maker is 
asked, the answer is invariably the same, ‘ Geberatu,’ yet Nalo, 
the sisterof Geberatu. is still alive, though she is an old woman ; 
and on the Lafofa plateau there are still standing the remains 
of walls said to have belonged to a group of huts occupied by 
Geberatu after he and his people left their settlement on the 
plain below. Nalu, with whom the writer talked in 1910, cannot 
be more than 00 or 70 years old. It was not possible to discover 
how many years separated her birth from that of Geberatu, 
bu^ ns she and the rain-maker had one mother, the maximum 
can scarcely have been more than 25 years ; probably it was 
less, and Geberatu must have been in his prime not umre man 
50 or 60 years ago. Thus, although Oeberatu died svitmn 
memory of living folk, and although his near relatives are stlU 
alive, the identity of the rain-maker is fast being forgotten, and 
for it there is ^ing substituted the figure of a legendary hero, 
gifted with extraordinary wisdom and foresight. 
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the Lafofa, the Tekeim people, to obtain rain, 
take milk and put it in a special hole high on a 
hill, "Where it is taken hy the snake or rain-maker 
in his snake form. 

In connexion with the rain.mahing snake of this hill, it was 
extremely interesting to find at Jebel Kaja, in the far north of 
Kordotan, among a people who have been Muhammadans for 
some generations, that, though it is recognized that Allah 
sends the rain, a ceremony is held in honour of or to propitiate 
Abu All, a great ancestor and rain-maker who did not me but 
disappeared, and whose spirit still possesses folk at the cere- 
mony. But Abu Ali is also a great snake ; indeed, in some 
villages of the Kaja mass^ he is known only in that form, and, 
although he has not been seen since the Mahdiya, the yearly 
ceremony is performed in and before a special hut built by the 
crevasse on the sacred hill which was his place. A goat is 
killed and its blood smeared upon the rocks, its flesh being 
cooked at a fire newly made with flre-sticks, and eaten by those 
concerned in the ceremony who become possessed by Abu Ali, 
who was described ns * riding ’them. 

At Talodi the rain-maker keeps in his house a potsherd on 
which lie three fragments of aura grinding-stones and one 
fragment of one of the larger stones on which the grain is 
ground. To bring rain, he pours water on these stones inside 
his house and kills a ram or pig, cutting its throat in the 
central court of his house. The blood is caught in a gourd 
and brought outside the house, when first the rain-maker and 
then the people take some of the blood in their hands and fling 
it in the air towards the sky, and into the rain-maker’s house. 
Then the rain-maker takes a gourd of water and throws its 
contents towards the sky. Before he does this, the people 
howl ns on joining battle, and the women shriek ; only the 
rain-maker is silent, praying inwardly. The rain should come 
the same day, or at most in two or tliree days. When it comes, 
the potsherd and the stones on it ore brought out of the dark 
corner where they have been kept, and placed where the water 
from the roof will drip on them during the whole of the rainy 
season. Then, when the crops are cut, the atones are brought 
inside the house. 

The rain-maker should stay in the house all 
the rainy season, leaving it only when absolutely 
necessary. A rain-maker will not give strangers 
(or any people other than members of his own 
family) anytliing to eat or the rain tvill not fall. 
The rain-maker takes mcrissa with others, but 
drinks first, and this blesses the liquor. 

The site of the rain-making ceremony of the 
Lafofa is at the foot of Jebel Eliri, where among 
the ruins of what was once a considerable settle- 
ment there are certain remains which are associated 
with Geberatu. These are : (1) the foundation of 
his house, showing remains of large pots and of 
bis granaries; (2) his grave; (3) a slab of rock 
near by, bearing the foundations of a hut in which, 
it was said, Geberatu made his rain-medicine. 
These remains are excessively holy, and it was only 
after prolonged negotiations that the writer was 
allowed to visit them, and certain preliminaries 
(said to be those preceding the rain ceremony) 
were necessary. These included the sacrifice of a 
goat, which was eaten where it was killed in the 
pass above the remains, its blood being sprinkled 
on the rocks at the side of the track. It was not 
possible to ascertain anything as to the procedure 
of rain-making on this hill, but it appeared that a 
special hut or shelter (perhaps temporary and 
destroyed after use) would be erected not far from 
the site of the hut used by Geberatu for making 
rain, and in this the rain-maker would perform 
his office. 

At Billing before the rain-maldng ceremony a 
clean vessel filled nith beer is left overnight for 
Belet in his sacred cave. In the morning the bowl 
is empty, and it is supposed that Belet has drunk it. 

The ioUo'wing is an account in outline of the 
rain-making ceremony, but it must be remembered 
that it was given by a man standing in no specially 
close relationship to the tain-maker. 

The rain-maker builds a special house, henceforth regarded 
ns sacred, and provides a white cock and n virgin she-goat of 
any colour. His assistants make a hoie in front of the sacred 
house and let the blood of the cock and of the goat run into the 
hole ; the skin, feathers, bones, and bowels also go in. This is 
all done privately by night, and at the same time the rain- 
maker puts some of his own duro and mtrissa in the hole. 
Then, as it is believed, the rain-maker goes the same night to 
the cave Kulignala and there communes with Belet After this 


the rain comes ; if the dura put in the ground by the rain-maker 
comes up well, all the country will have a good crop. The 
flesh of the goat and fowl is eaten by his assistants and by 
certain old men. 

5. Magic and departmental experts. — Although 
the rain-maker whose prayers bring the rain is the 
spiritual and temporal head of the community, yet 
he has not universal control, for there are other 
departments each of which has, or may have, its 
own expert. On Jebel Eliri there are only two, 
but there is a larger number on more northern 
hills. On Jebel Eliri, where there is a ‘ sickness 
expert ’ and a ‘ Main expert,’ the former, Deboi by 
name, is much looked up to, but little considera- 
tion is shown to the grain expert, perhaps because 
he is an old and feeble man belonging to the weak 
Eliri community. The position occupied by Deboi 
is particularly interesting, though it is difficult to 
appreciate its significance. With the possible 
exception of a few old men who are his relatives, 
he eats alone, and he always drinks alone ; no one 
would touch merissa from which he has drunk, for 
he has the korgo (control?) of sickness and his 
mouth is ‘hot.’ Yet he is obmously a man re- 
spected and feared ; he exacts what seem enormous 
fees for curing people (whoever he treats is assuredly 
cured, so many say), and does not hesitate to refuse 
to treat people who seem unlikely to get well. The 
xvriter feels tolerably confident that the awe in 
which Deboi is held is not due to his practising 
magic to induce disease or death, yet he cannot 
account for it, nor could his informants explain it. 
Probably the explanation of tlie matter is to be 
found in the remark that ' the stronger the man, 
the more important he is both in life and after 
death,’ and Deboi is certainly one of the most 
striking people upon the hill. 

When a man is sick, some one, usually his imiing (mother’s 
brother, s’lster’s son), takes some iron to the smith. This the 
latter makes into a bracelet, receiving a comparatively small fee 
of dura or something equivalent in value for his pains. The 
imbing takes the bracelet to Deboi, who puts it in the ashes of 
his sacred fire. Next morning the rmbing conducts the patient 
to Deboi, taking with him a sheep or aura and beans. The 
patient does not go into Deboi’s house, but aits down under the 
tree near the special fire which Deboi has lighted early in the 
morning by rubbing together two pieces of wood. The imbing 
takes the offering into the bouse and Deboi bleeds the patient, 
the blood being buried in the ground. He then takes ashes 
from the special fire and rubs the wounds, mumbling charms 
meanwhile ; he also puts the iron bracelet, now regarded as a 
potent amulet which must never be removed, on the patient’s 
wrist. He then washes his hands and sprinkles the patient’s 
whole body mth the water, telling him to go away, for he is 
cured. After ten days, when the patient is better, he goes 
back to Deboi, who awaits him under the tree where he has 
again kindled a fire : Deboi pours some water over the patient’s 
head and tells him to go and have his head shaved. Young 
men go to Deboi before the ceremonial beating at the end of 
their first period of seclusion ; he pours sour milk on their 
bodies, and they smear ashes of the fire on themselves to 
prevent them from feeling pain. 

The com expert is an old and decrepit man, a 
native of the Eliri community. He has in his 
house in special gourds a supply of dura of his 
own growing, which is mixed with the seed dura 
of the people of Eliri and Lafofa before planting. 
Both the sickness and the com expert have within 
them an ancestral spirit, namely that of the 
original departmental expert; but, though iron- 
W’orkingon Jebel Eliri is conducted in a small rock- 
shelter by one man, who besides smelting the ore 
performs a certain rite to ensure a good smelting 
year, the writer could not discover that any 
ancestral spirit was thought to be immanent in 
him. At DiUing besides the rain-maker there are 
com, sickness, and war experts, in each of whom 
an ancestral spirit is immanent. 

6. Oaths.— Jieference has been made above (§ 2 ) 
to the form of oath used among the Lafofa on 
Jebel Eliri. On Jebel Kawarma oaths are sworn 
upon a very old spear-blade kept by the rain- 
maker. The man taking the oath licks the blade, 
and, holding it to his throat, says, ‘If I swear 
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falsely, may I be killed I’ Sacred spears also 
exist at Dilling, but the writer cannot say whether 
oaths are taken upon them as they are upon special 
iron bracelets and perhaps other metal objects 
which are the property of the rain-maker whose 
insignia they probably are. At Tasume on Jebel 
Talodi men swear by the earth, the formula being, 
‘By this earth in which I shall be buried.’ 

X.ITERATDRE. — Watkiss Lloyd, * Notes on Eordofaa Province,' 
Geographical Journal, xxxv. (X910] ; H. A MacMichael, The 


of Aorthem and Central Kordofdn, Cambridge, 1912 • 
Werner Munzinger, Ostafrikanische Studien, Basel, 1831 •' 
Brenda Z. Seligman, ‘ Note on the Language of the Nubas 
of Southern Kordofan,' Zeitschrift fur Eolonialspracken. i Hi 
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Introductory (T. Davidson), p, 406. 

Aryan (A. B, Keith), p, 407. 

NUMBERS (Introductory). — i. Origins. — 
From our observation of the minds of children in 
learning arithmetic, as well as from the evidence 
gained among savage races, we may conclude that 
numeration ultimately depends upon the evidence 
of sense. The very names stiU used to denote 
lengths, such as ‘hand,’ ‘foot,’ ‘span,’ show how 
the art of rnensuration had its origin, and it is 
equally certain that arithmetic began by counting 
on the fingers and toes — by fives, tens, and twice 
tens, pr twenties (quinary, decimal, and vigesimal 
notation). TJie next step to the primitive mind 
was the formation of numeral words, which served 
as numerals after their original sense was forgotten. 
Numeral figures began by the adoption of special 
marks for the fives, tens, hundreds, etc., leaving 
the sim^e strokes for the few units left over, as in 
ancient Egypt and Assyria, and our present Roman 
numerals. Another device was to employ the 
letters of the alphabet in their order to stand for 
numbers, as in the sections of Ps 119, which are 
numbered by the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 
Or the initial letter of the word for the several 
numbers might be used, as in the Greek inscrip- 
tions, X (X^^‘°0) 1000, etc. The Roman C has been 
understood to be the initial of centum, M, of mille. 
The history of the word ‘ calculate ’ (Lat. calculus, 
‘pebble’) throws a light on the ancient use of 
pebbles for counters — a method of figuring system- 
atized in the Roman abacus, with lines of holes for 
pegs, the Chinese swan-pan, with balls strung on 
wires, to be found in our own infant-schools. The 
last stage is the invention of the sign for zero, or 
nothing, to show the empty column in the abacus, 
whether due to the Arabs, ae we suggest in speak- 
ing of ‘ Arabic numerals,’ or to the Indians, as 
ascribed by the Arabs themselves. The quinary 
system is frequent among the lower races, among 
whom we find also the vigesimal system, but the 
more developed races show a preference for the 
more convenient intermediate decimal system. The 
Roman numerals, i., ii., . . v,, vi., , . x., xv., 
etc., form a quinary system ; the Gaelic ‘ one, ten, 
and two twenties ’=61, a vigesimal; and we 
find a vigesimal system surviving in the midst of a 
decimal system, as in the French quatre-vingt- 
treise=93. The introduction of the late Latin 
dozena (Lat. duodecim) shows an apprehension of 
the practical advantage of counting by dozens. 
And we see a striking example of the vitality of an 
older system of numerals in the survival to this 
day of the so-called ‘ Anglo-Cymric score,’ a cor- 
rupted form of the AVelm numerals in doggerel 
rhymes, still used in Cumberland for counting 
sheep, and by children in their games in many 
parts of Great Britain and even America. Our 
■own system of numerals is decimal, yet we find 
such survivals as ‘ three-score-and-ten’=70. The 
scheme of grammatical number (singular, dual, 
plural), as in Hebrew, Greek, etc., has been in- 
geniously and plausibly explained as a survival of 
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a primitive stage of thought when all beyond two 
was an idea of indefinite number. 

2. Significance. — In the folklore of many peoples 
we find evidences of peculiar sanctity attacliing to 
certain numbers, notably 7, 10, 70, and in a lower 
degree, 3, 4, 6, 12, 40, and 100. In Scripture we 
find that some of the numbers are meant to be 
taken representatively rather than determinat- 
ively. The numbers 7, 10, 40, 100 are regarded as 
giving the idea of completeness — a notion found in 
the speculations of Pythagoras, the Gnostics, and 
even St. Augustine. Philo explains the six days 
of the Mosaic creation as not so much a chrono- 
logical succession as an order attached to created 
things; 6 is chosen on account of its perfection, 
and because it contains the male and female prin- 
ciples, being the product of 3 and 2, the first of the 
odd and even, or the male and female, numbers. 
The number 7 is an image of God, and is impressed 
on the universe, as well as on the bodily and 
mental constitution of man ; 2 is the image of 
matter, being divisible ; while 3 is the image of 
solid body, which has three dimensions. But 
among the numbers up to ten 7 alone neither pro- 
duces nor is produced, not being formed from any 
othernumber by multiplication. Everything in the 
kosmos is enamoured of 7 — the idea of the planets, 
as unit^ is of the fixed sphere. Such fantastic 
speculations were carried further by many of the 
Kabbalists, but their conclusions may be neglected. 

■Away with all niceties of Pythagorean calculations; all 
numbers aro alike to me,’ says Joseph Hall (Select IForkr, 
London, 1811, p. 610), 'save those which Qod himself hath 
chalked out to us.’ 

3. Superstitions.— Folklore is full of supersti- 
tions about lucky and unlucky days. Eschew the 
fifth day, says Virgil (Georg, i, 277, 284), but 
choose the seventeenth. Hesiod (Op, ct dies, 823) 
distinguishes between ’mother-days’ and ‘step- 
mother’ days. Shakespeare notices the belief 
that there is luck in odd numbers, but Virgil 
bad already said ‘numero deus impare gaudet’ 
(Ec. viii. 75), and, accordingly, three threads of 
three hues are used in the thrice-repeated charm to 
draw Daphuis home. The number 3, or some 
multiple of it, is the most popular of mystic num- 
bers in Britain. It enters largely into all prescrip- 
tions of folk-medicine, while 7 hardly appears, 
except with reference to the personal healing 
powers of a seventh son. It is still counted 
peculiarly unlucky to he the thirteenth guest at 
table, or to rent a house numbered 13. And few 
superstitions have greater vitality than the belief 
that there is grave danger to life in the attain- 
ment of the si.xty-third year— the 'grand climac- 
teric’ of ancient medicine. 

• For the daies of men,’ says Sir Thomas Browne, ‘ ore usually 
cast up by Septenaries, and every seventh year conceived to 
earn- some altering character witli it, cither in the temper of 
body, mind, or both. But among all other, three are most 
remarkoble, that is, 7 times 7 or fourty nine, 9 times 0 or 
elghtj' one, and 7 times 0 or the year of Slaty three ; which 
Is conceived to carry with it the most considerable fatality 
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(Peeudodoxia Epidemiea, bk. Iv. ch. 12, Works, ed. S. Wilkin, 
London, 1835-36, iil. 48). 

4. Mystical numbers. — Another use of numbers 
has given rise to much perverse ingenuity. Thus 
the mystical number 666, in Eev 13“, is now usually 
read NeRON KeSaR, the Hebrew form of the 
Latin Nero Ctesar : 

N B 0 N K S B 

60+200+6+60+100+60+200 = 666. 

It is needless to point out that it may be rend 
equally well as Lateinos, or perhaps other words. 

Perhaps the most remarkable example of this fantastic use 
of numbers is to be found in Sir Thomas Browne’s Garden of 
Cprus. Its aim is to show that the number 6 not only per- 
vades all the horticulture of antiquity, but recurs throughout all 
plant life, as well as the ‘ figurations ’ of animals. * You have,’ 
says Coleridge, ‘quincunxes in heaven above, quincunxes In 
earth below, and quincunxes in the water beneath the earth ; 
quinounxes in deity, quincunxes in the mind of man, quin- 
cunxes in bones, in the optic nerves, in roots of trees, in leaves, 
in petals, in everything ’ (Biographia Epistolaris, ei A. Turn- 
bull, London, 1911, 1. letter 127 [1804]). 

Litebatore. — A. F. Pott, Die miindre tind vigesimaU ZShU 
methode bei VSlkem alter Wetltheue, Haile, 1847, supplemented 
in Pes^abe zur xxv, Yeraammlung deutscher Phitologen, do. 
1867 ; E. B. Tylor, PC*, London, 1903 jVV. Jones, Credulities 
Past and Present, do. 1880; Isaac Taylor, Ms Alphabet, 
2 vole., do. 1883. T. DAITDSON. 

NUMBERS (Aryan). — i. Indian. — (a) Vtdic . — 
In Vedio religion and mythology thenumbera'S, and 
its multiples, and 7 occur frequently, and for the 
most part without any trace of the earlier use of 
either 3 or 7 as the more primitive unit. In the 
ease of the number of worlds, however, it is clear 
that 3 — heaven, sky, and earth — is the earliest 
division, from which in the Ri^eda is often de- 
rived the triplication of each of these, making 9 
divisions in all. There is mention, however, of 7 
regions and 7 places of the earth in the Rigveda 
(IX, cxiv. 3, 1. xxii. 16), probably derived from the 
conception of 7 points, which itself is a develop- 
ment of the 4 or 6 of the Ri^eda, and the 6 or 7 
of the Atharvaveda. That veda (x, viii. 18) and 
the Aitareya (II. xvii. 8) and the Parichavirhia 
(XVl. viii. 6) BrahmaiTias agree in using 1000 as the 
number to describe the distance of the heaven from 
the earth, whether measured by the day’s flight of 
a bird, or journey of a horse, or by cows placed on 
the top of one another. There is no clear mention of 
7 worlds before the Mundaka Upanisad (i. ii. 3). 

The number of the gods in the Ri^eda is often 
given as 33, divided into 3 sets of 11 each,* which once 
(I. cxxxix. 11) are said to be situated in the heaven, 
the earth, and the waters, presumably the aerial 
waters. By a mere freak the number is once given 
as 3339 (m. ix. 9). In the Brahmanas a diflerent 
conception of the composition of the number 33 ap- 
pears : the main elements are the 8 vasu.s, 11 rudras, 
and 12 adityas, but the Satapatha BrahmaviO, adds 
either (rv. v. 7. 2.) Dyaus and Prthivi or (XI. 
vi. 3. 6) Itodra and Praj&pati to make up 33, while 
the Aitareya (II. xviii. 8) adds the vasa^ call and 
Prajapati. The number in the Rigveda and the 
Brahmanas does not include all the gods. Other 
passages of the Satapatha make the gods 7-fold 
(vi. V. 3. 11) or 3 (XIII. i. 7. 2), but these are mere 
cases of speculation. The division into 3_ worlds 
leads to an occasional grouping of the 3 chief gods 
of these worlds : the Rigveda in a late hymn 
(X. clviii. 12) connects Surya and the heaven, Vata 
and the air, and Agni and earth ; the flfrtfimyani 
Samhita (lY. ii. 12) declares that Ami, VSyu, and 
SUrya are sons of Prajapati, and, by Yaska’s 
time (c. 600 B.C.), theologians existed who reduced 
all the gods to one of the triad Agni,_ Indra or 
Vayu, and Surya (Airit/cfa, vii. 6). It is not im- 
probable that this triad is to be traced to the 
simpler conception of the 3 forms of fire — on earth, 
in the atmosphere, and in heaven — which appears 

I Traces of on earlier belief In 10 gods ore seen by E. W. 
Hopkins, Oriental Studies, pp 160-164; but for this view 
there are no adequate grounds. 


also to be the explanation of the stoiy of Trita 
Aptya,^ and the Avestan Thraetaona. There are 
also 3 sacrificial deities who are invoked in the 
Apr! hymns of the Rigveda — Sarasvatl, Ida, 
and Bharati. The number 7, however, is also 

rominent, especially in connexion with Agni ; he 

as 7 wives, mothers, or sisters, 7 flames, rays, or 
tongues ; the sun has 7 horses ; the song for Agni 
is 7-fold. Rudra, who has 3 mothers already 
in the Rigveda (vu. lix. 12), is given 8 and 9 names 
in the Kavsitafd (vi. 1 fif.) and Satapatha (VI. 1. 
3. 7ff.) Brdhman.as, The maruts are numbered 
as 3 X 60 (VIII. Ixxxv. 8) or 3 x 7. The cow, or the 
dawn as the mother of the cows, has 3x7 names. 
There is a group of 7 f^is, who in the Satapatha 
Brdhmana (II. i. 2. 4) are identified with the stars 
in the constellation of the Great Bear ; 7 demons 
are also grouped together (Rigveda, X. cxx. 6). 
The Atharvaveda mentions 7 honeys of the ahins’ 
wlm, 7 reins and wheels of time, and 1007 births 
of Rohita. The rivers and seasons are 7 as well as 
5. The number 3, however, appears as that of 
the heads of Vi^varQpa, son of Tva^ty, and a 99- 
armed demon is mentioned in the Rimeda (U. 
xiv. 4). The demons, especially Sambara and 
Vrtra, have 90 or 99 citadels, and their numbers 
sometimes go as high as 30,000 or 100,000. On the 
other hand, ancient priestly elans of Navagvas and 
Dniagvas seem to be connected with the numbers 
9 and 10 respectively. 

The adityas are 12 in the BrShmanas, but in 
the Rigveda no more than 6 are mentioned by 
name, and the nnmber is given as 7 or 8 only in 
late hymns (ix. cxi. 3, X. Ixvii. 8). In the Brah- 
ma-nos their connexion with the 12 months of the 
year is obvious : a year of 12 months with 360 days 

15 clearly known in the Rigveda (i. 25 and 164), 
and the intercalation of a month is also referred to. 
The theory® that earlier the dditijas represented 
the 7 planets, being borrowed from a Semitic 
source, is not supported by any evidence. The 
4 fhhuswho sleep for 12 days (Ri^eda, IV. xxxiii. 7) 
in the house of Agohya, perhaps the sun, apparently 
may represent the seasons ; the 12 days may be 
merely a representation of the months of the year 
rather than 12 days added to bring a lunar year of 
354 days up to a solar year of 366 days, neither of 
which is known to the Rigveda.® The 27 nak^at- 
ras of the Samhitds after the Rigveda, and the 27 
gandharvas, developed from the one gandharva 
normal in the Rigveda, indicate a scheme of 27 
lunar mansions which may be borrowed from a 
Semitic source. The later Samhitas also present 
the numbers in the light of deities to whom offer- 
ings are made at the horse-sacrifice. 

In the ritual there is a group of 7 hotps, from 
whom the conception of 7 rats may have been 
borrowed ; the full somo-ritual, however, requires 

16 arranged artificially in 4 groups of 4.^ Though in 
the developed ritual all kinds of numbers appear, 
3 remains very frequent, animal victims often being 
offered in threes, as at the horse-sacrifice ; 7 or 
3x7 stalks of darhha-gcans, are used ; there ore 7 
layers or 21 bricks of the fire-altar. The number 
3 is also important for the arrangements of the 
soma-BacriSce : there are 3 pressings, each accom- 
panied by songs and recitations, 3 soma-tuhs, and 
3 sacrificial fires. Among the forms of chanting 
used the 3-fold, 15-fold, 21-fold, and 25-fold are 
prominent. The number 12 is also important; 
aonitt-sacrifices up to 12 days’ length were classed 
as aAina-sacrifices, those of 12 days might be either 

ISeo A. A. Macdonell, Vedie Mythology (=ffIAP m. L A, 
Btrassburg, 1897), pp. 67 H., 93 f, 

2 H. Olaenberg, Heligion des Veda, Berlin, 1894, p. 185 il. ; 
ZDMG xlix. [1895] 177 t., L [1896] 6011. 

• A. A. Macdonell and A. B. Keith, Vedic Index, London, 
1912, Si. 413 ; Keith, JRAS, 1915, pp. 131-133. 

* The Iranian ritual has 8 ; cf. Oldenberg, p. 383 fit. 
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ahinas or sattras, and those above 12 days were 
sattras, based on the 12-day form as a norm. In 
the Mahad Uktha of tlie (xavdmayana ceremony 
the litany was made up of 3 sets of eighties of 
triplets. The number 7 is of importance in the 
marriage ritual in the form of the 7 steps which, 
when taken, render the marriage securely con- 
cluded. A period of 9 days’ impurity follows after 
childbirth; the naming of the child on the 10th 
day ends the impurity. In the funeral rites, after 
a death the relatives in some cases had to sleep for 

3 days on the ground ; when the pitpnedha was 
performed, the place of burial was thrice circum- 
ambulated, 3 stones were thrown into a hole in the 
OTound, and 7 furrows were dug. The favourite 
day for offerings was the 8th of certain months, 
though the 9th was sometimes chosen. 

Vedic magic is also full of references to 3, 7, and 
21 as numbers ; of special interest is the enumera- 
tion of 55, 77, and 99 in a charm in the Athar- 
vaveda (vi. 25), In another passage (xix. 47) the 
numbers 11, 22, 33, 44, 55, 66, 77, 88, and 99 are 
enumerated, but their signification is obscure.^ 
Mention is also made of 53 sorceries, 100 sorcerers, 
and 7 charms. The 55 and 77 may be compared 
with the 55 and 78 steeds offered at the horse- 
sacrifice by Bharata on the Gahga and the Yamuna 
(Satapatha Brahmana, xin. v. 4. 11). 

(6) Post-Vedic. — Of the many mentions of 
number in post-Vedic religion and mythology only 
a few have any special characteristic. In the epic 
and in Manu “ appears for the first time the doc- 
trine of 4 ages : each has a da'wn and a twilight of 
a tenth of its whole duration, and the periods of 
the main portions of the 4 are 4000, 3000, 2000, and 
1000 years respectively, though the exact length of 
each year is obscure. The total is 12,000 years. 
The geography of the world is also stereotyped in 
the theory of 7 concentric continents,® and an 
elaborate doctrine of hells ^ is developed: the 
Markandeya and Padma Pura^as give 7, the 
Mahabharata 6, Manu and Yajfiavalkya and the 
Agni Purana 21, and the Bhdgavata and Visnu 
Purdyas 28. The importance of the number 4 
appears in the definite acceptance of 4 Vedas and 

4 orders of life in place of the simpler 3 — student, 
householder, and ascetic — of the Vedic texts. The 
quarters now^ number 8 and are provided with 
deities, the 8 lokapdlas. Moreover, the gods now 
appear in sculpture with more than a normal 
number of heads and arms, Brahma is 4-headed, 
probably to signify his omniscience and omni- 
presence, which is an inheritance from Vedic con- 
ceptions of Purusa and Prajapati. Siva, again, 
has, besides 5 heads, 3 eyes, which may be con- 
nected Avith his epithet Tryambaka, ‘ having three 
mothers,’ in Vedic texts. He has 1008 names to 
Visnu’s 1000. His names are, how'ever, in practice 
usually 8 as against 9 in Vedic times. Visnu’s 
avatars are given at 10, 20, or 22, not with 
multiples of 3. 

The triad of Brahma, Visnu, and Siva as creator, 
preserver, and destroyer of the universe is probably 
later than a conjunction of Visnu and Siva under 
the name Harihara, and in any case cannot be 
traced beyond the latest portions of the epic and 
the Piirdiias.^ Nor does it appear ever to have 
been anything but a philosophic view. 

(c) Buddhist and Jain. — In Buddhist literature 
wo find frequent references to the gods as tidasa or 
tdvati'ihsa, 30 or 33. The former term is also used 
in the epic and probably must be e.xplained as 
merely a more convenient expression for the 33 of 

1 Oldenberg, p. 610. 

2 E. W. Hopkins, Religionsof India, London, 1890, p. 418ff. 

SO. Thlbaut, Aslronomie i=GIAP iii. 9, Strassburg-, 1889), 

p. 21. 

< L. Fcer, JA, 1893, i. 112 ff. 

5 Hopkins, Rel. of India, p, 457 ff. 


the more regular use ; that it means 13 ^ is quite 
incredible. In the accounts of the Buddha the 
number 7 recurs ivith remarkable frequency : the 
new-born bodhisattva takes 7 steps (SBE xix. 3 f.) j 
on a 7-gemmed ladder Buddha descends from 
heaven {ib. p. 241) ; there are 7 jewels of the Buddha 
[ib. xxxvi. _ 220), 7 sacred places at Vesali and 
Kaja^aha {ib. xi. 40, 56 ff. ), 7 ramparts and 7 rows 
of palm-trees in King Sudassana’s towm, 7 terraces 
in the world Sukhavati, 7 kinds of instruments, 
7 classes of minds, 7 acts w’hich bear fruit even in 
this life ; the earth shook 7 times at Vessantara’s 
largesse ; and there are even 7 Buddhas. This list, 
which could be indefinitely extended, is clear proof 
that the number 7 is as holy for the Buddhists as 
for India in general, and the fact that Buddhist 
hells are 4, 8, 16, and 32 by preference cannot be 
treated ® as a real proof that 8 is the holy number 
of Buddhism in place of 7 of Hinduism, for 8 has 
otherwise no special appeal to Buddhism. The 
number 10 is found in the statement that Buddha 
is possessed of 10 noble states, 10 powers, under- 
stands 10 paths of karma, and is endow’ed wdth 10 
attributes of arAa^-ship (ib. xiii. 141 f.). The 
Lalitavistara^ tells that Buddha left the Tusita 
heaven 12 years after it had been predicted that 
he W’ould do so, and that he chose the 13th of the 
possible forms presented. More important, how’- 
ever, is the fact that Buddhism is devoted to 
enormous numbers, especially in the Mahayana 
school, but also quite markedly in the Hinayana, 
such numbers as 84,000* and multiples being 
quite common {ib. xi. 239, xvii. Iff., xxi. Iff., 
xlix. [ii.] 2ff.). 

Jainism, with its passion for systematizing, 
dhudes the gods into 4 classes, each assigned m 
definite numbers years of existence of colossal 
amount (55.5 xxii. 222 If.), and it arranges all its 
tenets under numerical categories in which every 
number is given full consideration. The 4 noble 
truths of Buddhism, a conception which has affini- 
ties in Indian medicine, are replaced by 9, while 
Buddhism lays stress on 3 in its triad of Buddha, 
the Dharma, and the Sangha. The doctrine of 24 
tirthakaras in Jainism has a Buddhist analogue, 
and modem Jainism lays stress on the 4-fold char- 
acter of the community as composed of monks and 
nuns and male and female lay adherents respec- 
tively.® The number 12 is found in the Buddhist 
doctrine of causation, where the number of 
members is so loosely constructed that it is not 
impossible that the desire to make up the full 
number had something to do with the production 


of the chain. 

Buddhists and Jains alike share in the ordinary 
views of sacred numbers of other Indians : the 
mother of a Jain cliild is solemnly bathed on the 
9th day after birth, the child’s name is given on 
the 12th day, its hair is cut in the 3rd, 5th, 7th, or 
9th month of its first year of life, and in the feed- 
ing ceremony performed by the maternal aunt the 
food is given 7 times.® 

2 . Iranian. — In Iranian literature the number 3 
and its multiples appear together with 7, which is 
certainly more frequent in the later Pahlavi texts 
than in the Avesta. The conception of 3 worlds 
appears to be reflected in the form of the 3 heavens 
through W’hich the soul ascends to GarOnmuna 
(Vast xxii. 15), while a 9-fold dimsion occurs in 
the 3 heavens, 3 intermediate spaces, and 3 hells. 
Yima is also said to have enlarged the earth W a 
third on 3 occasions {Vendtdud, ii. 11, 15, 19). But 
the Yasna (xxxii. 3) clearly recognizes 7 Imrivara 


J E. Bokicn, Die ‘ JInglOehszahV Dreizehn, p. 4, n. 4. 
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of earth, and it is ini;possible to prove either from 
the 10 kinds of men in the BundahiSn (xv. 5) or 
from a reduction of the 16 lands enumerated in the 
Fargard to 10 * that 9 was the primitive number. 
From each of the 2 chief streams, in later Parsiism, 
9 minor streams are derived. In the BundahiSn 
(i. 8tf.) is found the doctrine of a world age of 
12,000 years divided into 4 periods of equal length ; 
in the Ardd Viraf (18, 54), however, the period is 
9000, while in Plutarch [de Is. et Osir. 47) it is 
60p0 — which suggests that it is not of Aryan 
origin.^ 

Among the gods certain traces of triads can be 
found. Thus Ahura Mazdah, Aia, and Vohu 
Manah stand in specially close association (Fs. 
XXX. 9, xxxiii. 6), and Artaxerxes Mnemon joins 
Ahura with Anahita and Mithra in his inscriptions. 
Thraetaona is not to he dissociated from the Vedic 
Trita; he is credited with 3 sons. The demon, 
Azi Dahaka, overthrown by Thraetaona has 3 
heads [Yt. v. 29), like the snake Srobar, who has 
been compared with the 3-headed Kerheros. Later 
tradition saw in the 3 maidens mentioned in Yt. 
xiii. 141 f . the mothers of the 3 saviours — which has 
led to their being compared with the Noms.^ Late 
texts ascribed a spirit to each of the 30 days of 
the month (SBE v. 401-406), and 33 lords of ritual 
order appear earlier {ih. xxxi. 198, 205). The 24 
deities mentioned by Plutarch {de Is. et Osir. 47) 
appear to be unknown in Iranian texts.^ Accord- 
ing to the BundahiSn (xxx. 2f.), when the end of 
the world comes near, one taste of consecrated food 
affords nourishment for 3 days and 3 nights, and 
in the last 10 years men need no food at all. For 
90 days the heavenly powers contend with Ahriman, 
and after Keresaspa's death 99,999 fravaSis guard 
his body { Yt. xiii. 61). The 4 regents in the heaven 
of the TiStrya YaSt are probably not primitive. 
The 7 planets and the 7 powers of the demon Aesma 
are only recorded late {SBE v. 108, 113), but the 
number of the Amesha Spentas as 7 is already fore- 
shadowed in the close association of the 7 m the 
Yasna (xlv. 10, xlvii. 1). 

In the ritual the purification of a woman after 
childbirth is produced by 3, 6, or 9 drinks of a 
certain preparation. Death in the house renders 
it necessary to extinguish the sacred fire for 9 days ; 
the mourners follow the dead to within 90 paces of 
the burning place ; a dog is taken 3, 6, or 9 times 
over the road along which the body is carried to 
make it pure. The priest murmurs thrice the 3 
words, ‘ Good thought, good word, good deed.’ In 
the 3 nights after death an account is made of 
merits and rewards, of faults and punishments.® 
For the pious man the Chinvat bridge extends to 
the breadth of 9 spear- or 27 arrow-lengths. Up 
to the 9th generation the sinner affects his descend- 
ants. The number 9 appears also in the ordinary 
sacrificial ritual : the vendidad (xxii. 20) records 
the offering of 9 bulls, 9 horses, 9 camels, and 9 of 
each male kind of lesser animal. The sacred bar- 
som is made up of 3, 6, 7, or 9 bundles {SBE xxxi. 
299). The Vendidad (iii. 14) knows of 9 openings 
of the body, and (xxii. 2) of 9 diseases which are 
magnified to 99,999. The number 5 is of import- 
ance in so far as the Avestan doctrine recognizes 5 
divisions of human personality,® but the number 
12 is unimportant. 

3. Greek. — In Greek religion and mythology the 
leading numbers are unquestionably 3, 9, and 12, 
which occur much more frequently than any others. 
Among the great gods indeed no triad is definitely 
to be found : the triad Zeus, Poseidon, and Hades 
{II. XV. 193) seems poetical rather than religious, 

1 G. HUsing, Die iranische Uberlie/erung, p. 27 ff. 

2 J. H. Moulton, Early Zoroastrianism, London, 1913, p. 403 S. 

s Hiising, p. iss. 4 ci. Boklen, p. SO. 

5 Moulton, p. 2M. ® Tb. p. 255 g. 


and there is no clear evidence that at Eleusis Zeus, 
Demeter, and Kore formed a trinity in close rela- 
tionship.* But among the lesser divinities triads 
are not rare ; 3 Horai appear on an old Spartan 
relief;® the Erinyes, Eumenides, or Semnai are 3 
as early as Euripides (Or. 408); the number 9 in 
the Orphic Theogony (frag. 218) appears to be later. 
Though Hesiod {Theog. 273 f.) knows only 2 Graiai, 
they appear as 3 in Aischylos {Prom. Vinct. 795). 
Hesiod himself {Theog. 902) knows of 3 Horai, and 
the 3 nymphs mentioned by Longos {Past. ii. 23) 
were doubtless a popular view. We hear also of 3 
forms of Aphrodite and 3 of Hera. By the time of 
Plato {Gorg. 523 ff.) Aiakos, Bhadamanthys, and 
Minos had become a triad of judges of the dead, 
and the number 3 appears often in the mythology, 
though that number is not specifically distinctive 
of either the Charites, of whom Homer seems to 
recognize many, or the Graiai.® The Muses are 9 
in Hesiod {Theog. 77 ff.) and the Odyssey (xxiv. 60), 
though elsewhere their number appears as 2, 3, 4, 
or 7 ; the Korybantes and Kouretes also appear as 
9. The same number appears in the years of exile 
allotted to Apollo and Herakles, and in the strange 
story recorded by Pliny {HN viii. 81) of the prac- 
tice in the worship of Zeus Lykaios for a man of 
the family of Anthos to go and live for 9 years 
among the wolves as one of them. The same 
period of 9 years is allotted to the souls for purifica- 
tion in Pindar’s eschatology (frag. 133). 

The number 12 is not formally recorded of the 

f ods in Homer, even in the late Theomachia ; but 
lesiod has 12 Titans {Theog. 133 ff.), and the 
Homeric Hymn (ii. 128) speaks of Hermes dividing 
into 12 pieces the two oxen which have been slain, 
implying a knowledge of the 12 gods. Later the 
view is accepted generally : Aristophon {ap. Athen. 
663) represents Eros as a 13th god cast out from 
the circle of the 12, but Herakles is said to have 
refused to be included in the 12 since some other 
must be omitted to provide room for him (Diod. 
Sic. iv. 39). The narrative in Plato, Phccdr. 247 A, 
implies 13 gods, and Philostratos {Ep. 39) de- 
clares that the Athenians added Eleos as the 13th 
god. The labours of Herakles are 12, and in 
the 13th generation he arises to set free Prome- 
theus. The story of Odysseus is marked by the 
number 12 : he has 12 ships {Od. ix. 159), he goes 
with 12 companions to the cave of Polyphemos (ix. 
195), he shoots through 12 axes (xix. 573 f.), and has 
12 women working at the milliixx. 107). After 12 
years Erichthonios is the supplanter of Amphik- 
tyon (Apollod. III. xiv. 6). Of Neleus’s 12 sons 
Nestor alone survives {II. xi. 692). The children 
of Niobe are reckoned at 12 or 14. The number 
13 appears in the tale of Ares being fettered for 13 
months in a bronze jar in the Iliad (v. 387), and in 
the tale of the wooers of Hippodameia who were 
slain in seeking her hand. 

The number 7 is confined to groups like the 
Pleiades or the stars of the constellation of the 
Great and Little Bear. The 60 sons and daughters 
of Selene and Endymion are possibly also of 
astronomical origin, the months of the Oktaeteris. 
E. Siecke® finds also in the 3 heads of Hermes, 
Hekate, Kerberos, the Lemtean hydra, and SkyUa 
and in the birth of Hermes on the 4th day of the 
month allusions to the 3 days of no moon and its 
birth on the 4th day. 

In the ritual 3 and 9 are favourite periods of 
time ; thus offerings to the dead were made on 
the 3rd, 9th, or 30th day after death. For 9 days 
before the Thesmophoria women were required to 
observe strict chastity (Ovid, Met. x. 434). The 
1 W. Eidceway, Dramas and Dramatic Dances of non- 
European Jiaces, (Jambridge, 1915, p. 40 fl. 

2 GOA, 1895, p. 312. 
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Kameia, and the festivals lalo^^’n as Agogia and 
Katagogia of Aphrodite (^lian, de Nat. An. iv. 2, 
Var. Hist. i. 15), were carried on for 9 days. 
Every third year, by inclusive reckoning, the 
Bacchic revels were normally held, and every 
9 years, according to Plutarch {Thes. 15), the 
Athenians were compelled to send tribute to 
Minos, whose 9-yearly rule (Od. xix. 179) is a 
problem of much obscurity.* But Apollo’s birth- 
day was on the 7th of the month ; he was also a 
7-month child (Lucian, Dial. Deorum, ix. 2), and 
great festivals like the Kameia and Thargelia 
began on the 7th day, while there was a festival 
of 7 days’ duration to Demeter Mysia of Pellene 
(Pans. VII. xxvii.). The older period of 9 days is, 
however, predominant in Homer ; thus the king of 
Lycia entertains Bellerophon for 9 days and slays 
9 oxen in his honour {II. vi. 174), and for 9 days 
the Trojans are to mourn for Hektor (iZ. xxiv. 
664), as opposed to the 7-day periods of mourning 
for Adonis. In other points the same facts can be 
observed : the tripod and triaina are especially 
sacred; the first at least is clearly connected 
with 3, and the latter was so understood in classi- 
cal Greek times, whatever its original sense.' The 
same number appears in the important offering of 
3 perfect male beasts— bull, ram, and boar — which 
was common from Homer (Od. xi. 130 f.) onwards 
especially in baths (schol. II. xviii. 197). The 
hekatomb was divided often into 3 classes of 
animals, and the funeral pyre was circumambu- 
lated 3 times (Dio Cass, Ivi. 42). The number of 
victims was often 9 ; in Homer the hekatomb is 
already a mere description of a large sacrifice, and 
the largest described had 9x9 bulls (Od. iii. 7 ff.). 
At Mykonos an annual ofiering was made to Semele 
of which a ninth was given to the goddess and the 
rest consumed (Dittenberger, Syll. 615). In Homer 
(Od. xiv. 434 ff.), on the other hand, one out of 7 
parts is given to Hermes and the nymphs and the 
rest eaten by Eumaios and the others. Selene was 
offered 6 selenai, or round cakes, with a 7th 
shaped like an ox (Poll. vi. 76) ; but that goddess 
had a special connexion with the number 7, and 
offerings of 7 animal victims are totally unknown, 
the '.evidence of 'Vergil (AEn. vi. 38 f.) being of no 
value for historical purposes.® 

4. Roman. — In Roman religion a tairly import- 
ant place is taken by the number 3, and, with the 
development of this religion, by multiples of 3. 
The oldest pantheon seems to have treated Jup- 
piter, Mars, and Quirinus as the 3 chief; they 
appear as the gods with flamines maiores, as op- 
posed to Jlamines minores, and they occur in con- 
junction in such solemn and ancient rites as the 
conclusion of treaties by the fetialcs (Livy, viii. 9), 
the ritual of the Salii (Servius on viii. 663), 
the formula of devotio (Livy, viii. 9), and in the 
dedication of the spolia opima (Festus, p. 189). 
Similarly in the Iguvine Tables the three gods, 
Juppiter, Mars, and Vofionus, bear the name 
Graoovius apparently as a mark of their special 
rank among the Umbrians. Other triads are not 
primitive : the 3 Fates are Greek borrowings, 
Parca being originally a single goddess concerned 
with childbirth. The 9 Muses are also Greek, but 
12 divine powers were invoked, according to Servius 
(on Georg, i. 21), at the offerings to Tellus and 
Ceres performed by the flamen Ccrialis at the time 
of sowing. A formal list of the great gods as 12 is 
not found before 217 B.C., when a lectisicrnium to 
the 12, Juppiter, Juno, Neptunus, Minerva, Mars, 
Venus, Apollo, Diana, Volcanus, Vesta, Mercurins, 
and Ceres, was held and the number 12 introduced 

I J, G. Frarcr, GB^, pt. iii., The Siring God, London, 1911, 
p. Ton., takes thejperiod as 8 years. 

3 P. Stengel, Op/erbrduche der Griechen, Leipzig, 1910, 
p. 222 ff 


in imitation of the Greek practice (Livy, xxii. 10), 
The same number appears in the legend of Romu- 
lus, who took the place of the 12th son of Acca 
Laurentia, and who saw 12 vultures while Remus 
saw only 6. The ancilia were also 12. 

The numbers 3 and 12 play a part in the priestly 
colleges which are so prominent in Roman re- 
ligion.* The 3 flamines maiores had beside them 
12 flamines minores. Of the augures and pontijices 
alike the original number seems to have been 3, 
raised first to 6, then by the Lex Ogulnia to 9, by 
Sulla to 15, and by Ctesar to 16. The classical 
number of the Vestal Virgins was 6 (Festus, p. 
344), and it is doubtful what faith can bo put m 
the odd tradition (Dion. Hal. ii. 67, iii. 67 ; Pint. 
Num. 10) that they were originally not 3, hut 4 ; 
only quite at the end of the massical period do ■we 
find 7 or 10 mentioned. The III. viri epulones, 
instituted in 196 B.C., increased, through tlie stage 
of 7, to 10 in Cffisar’s time. On the other hand, 
the Arvales were 12, the Salii 12-f-12, and the 
Luperci probably the same number. Those charged 
with the divinity of Rome were also 12. The 
NV. viri sacins faciundis, on the other hand, seem 
to have grown n-om 2 to 10 by 367 B.C. The Sibyl- 
line Books which were their care were, according 
to tradition, originally 9, but were reduced to 3 or 

1 as a result of the slowness of King Tarquin to 
avail himself of the offer. As performers of dances 
in honour of the gods we hear of bands of 10 girls 
and 10 boys, or of 27 of either sex, as at the Ludi 
Seculares of Augustus. The Sodales instituted by 
Tiberius in honour of Augustus numbered 21 (Tac. 
Ann. i. 64) — a number later increased to 28. 

I In the ritual ive find that vows were sometimes 
offered for 6, 10, or 20 year periods : thus the ver 
sacrum recorded in Livy (xxii. 10) was for the 
event of 6 years’ success. The duration of reljgions 
festivals, originally fixed at one day, tended in the 
case of celebrations of •victory to be extended from 

2 or 3 to 10, 25, or 60 days. The number 9 appears 

in the novemdiale sacrum, which was regularly 
ordered when a shower of stones fell (Livy, i. 31, 
XXX. 38), the festival lasting for 9 days. The usage 
seems to have been no more than an extension to 
public life of the offerings of purification made on 
the 9th day after the birth of a child, ivlien its 
name was given (Macr. I. xvi. 36), and when ap- 
parently the adoration of the fata scribunda,^ the 
ivriting Fates, mentioned by Tertullian (de Anima. 
39) may have taken place,® and the sacrifice offered 
to the dead on the 9th day recorded by Porphyry 
(on Horace, Epod. xvii. 48). The use of the name 
in the last two cases can be explained only on the 
theory that the term applied originally to the 
whole period of impurity after birth or death 
respectively, which was brought to an end by the 
offering on the last day. On the nundince offer- 
ings were regularly made to Juppiter, according 
to Macrobius (I. xvi, 30) ; in that case, the reckon- 
ing being inclusive, the offering recurred every 
8 days. , . . 

The amounts and numbers of vuctims vaned. 
In the old offering to Mars and Silvanus for the 
welfare of the cattle (Cato, de Agr. 83) the offer- 
ings were 3 portions each of spelt and wine, and 
of lard and pulp. From the spoils of Camillus 

3 golden vessels were dedicated in the temple of 
Juppiter (Livy, vi. 4). The offering of 27 Argei 
by throwing them from the Pons Snblicius into the 
Tiber is variously explained,® but the significance 


1 G. Wissovra, Religion und Kullus der Rdmer^, Munich, 1912, 

^ 2051. With this rite maybe compared the Indian 

belief that on the 6th day the fate of the child la ^tten 
invialbly by the poddess of the day (Mrs. Stevenson, p. 193f.). 

s W Warde Fotvler, Reltgiovt Ezpenenee of the Roman 
People, London, 1911, pp. 54 ff., S21ff.; GB®, pt- v.,SpinUt>f 
the Cam end of the Wild, London, 1912, IL 107 L 
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of the number is the same in any case. Other 
numbers occurring are 20 (Livy, xl. 2), 40 (xliii. 
13), 120 (xxx. 21), 300 (xxii. 10), and 50 (xlv. 16). 
In magic also the number 3 and its multiples are 
common ; noteworthy are the dodra, a cfrink of 
9 elements, mentioned by Ausonius (Ep, 86), 7 or 
9 knots used in a magic rite reported by Pliny 
(HN xxviii. 48), and the rule of repeating a formula 
against gout 27 times recorded by Varro (de Be 
Bitst. 1 . ii. 27). The number 9 in connexion Avith 
the manes occurs in Ovid, Fast. v. 439, 443. 

$. Celtic. — In Celtic religion and mythology the 
number 3 is of very frequent occurrence, 9 and 
other multiples are not rare, and 7 is fairly often 
found, but, in the main at least, probably owing to 
Christian influence, and certainly so in works which 
Avere composed in their present form long after 
Christianity had Avorked upon the Celts. The 
number 3 is often connected Avith a group of god- 
desses knoAvn from many inscriptions found in 
Celtic areas on the Continent, the Matres or 
Matronee, in Avhom has been seen an earth-goddess 
developed into 3 under the influence of a diAUsion 
of the year into 3 seasons,^ As Nemetiales the 
Matres Avere diAunities of the grove, as Campestres 
of the fields ; they Avere specially Avorshipped by 
Avomen, Avhom they protected. They survive in 
folklore as the dames olanches, eawim women, and 
as fairies. They are found in Boman Britain, once 
as the 3 Lamice, but Avhether of indigenous origin 
is uncertain ; in Ireland the conception seems 
attested by the legends of 3 Brigits and 3 Morri- 
gans, and perhaps also in the legend of the 3 Avives 
of the 3 kings of Ireland Avho asked that that 
country should bear their names. Another triad 
is to be seen in the figure on a Paris altar of a 
Avoodman cutting doAvn a tree,^ the branches of 
Avhich are carried round to the next side of the 
altar, on which is a bull Avith 3 cranes ; the Avood- 
man is the god Esus, Avho Avith Taranis and Ten- 
tates is mentioned by Lucan (i. 444), but there is 
no evidence that these three ever formed a real 
triad of great gods among any branch of the Celts. 
A 3-headed or 3-faced god, perhaps Cernunnos, is 
found represented on several altars in France. In 
myth the number 3 is found in every form ; the 
sun-* or vegetation-* hero Cdchulainn has hair of 
3 colours, he bathes in 3 baths, the heat from his 
body melts the snow for 30 feet around him ; the 
3 blemishes of the women of Ulster arise from love 
of him ; he steals the 3 coavs of Mider ; he is slain 
through the agency of the 3 sons and 3 daughters 
of Caiatin ; his body is buried under the 3 flag- 
stones of Lugaid’s courtyard ; in one version his 
feats are numbered as 27. Medb, queen of the 
Avest, had 3 brothers, the Avhite ones of Emain, 
and 2 sisters; GAvydir is one of the 3 herds of 
Britain ; Ave hear also of 3 landless monarchs, 3 
holy clans, 3 astrologers ; Manannan is one of 3 
golden cordAvainers of Britain ; he is reputed to 
have 3 legs, and banishes 3 men from fairy-land to 
the Irish court of Tara, to remain there for 3 reigns 
as a punishment for lying or injustice. The Fians 
are numbered as 3000, divided into smaller bodies 
of 100, 50, and 9, under captains. 

The number 9 appears in the myth of Manannan, 
AA'ho is submerged by 9 waves but rises on the 
10th ; he has 9 daughters. Medb nlAvays needed 
9 chariots, and the doors of the palace in Avhich 
Conaire Avas slain were 9. There are 9 porters 
at the 9 gates of Yspadaden PencaAAT, in the story 
of KulliAvch and Olwen. Peredur vanquished the 
9 AA’itclies of Gloucester ; 9 maidens fed Avith their 
breath the fire beneath the cauldron of the Head of 

1 J. A. MftoCuUoch, Religion of the Ancient Celts, EdlnburRh, 
roll, p. 44. 

= S. Reinach, RCel xviH. [1897) 254 fl. 

5 J. Rhys, Celtic Heathendom, London, 1883, p. 431 11. 

4 MncO’ulloeh, p. 139 1. 


Hades ; in the Irish story 9 sacred hazels groAv 
over the well of Avisdom. Niall has 9 hostage.s, 
Fedelm 9 forms or hearts, Forgall perhaps 9 tricks. 
In art Ave find a god represented Avith a ring to 
Avhich are attached 9 symbols of S shape. ^ The 
number 7 is in comparison of little importance : 
the step of Arthur causes 7 years’ sterility ;'Bres 
grows tAvice as fast as other children until he is 
7 ; for 7 years the magic birds of Rhiannon charm 
Bran’s companions; at 7 Ciichulainn takes Con- 
chobar’s Aveapons and overcomes 3 champions ; he 
has 7 eye-pupils ; he also fought the Avaves for 7 
days ; there are 7 daughters of the sea, and one 
legend tells that a child set floating on the Avaves 
every 7 years keeps them in their place. There 
are 7 or 8 Maine, and 8 officers of Arthur’s court, 
7 of Avhom serve under one. 

For other numbers there is little evidence; 
round the image of Cenn Cruaich were 12 others,* 
but this is an isolated case. For 13 days Nuada 
resigns hie throne to Lug. More significant is the 
custom recorded of the Galati by Strabo (xii. 5. 
[p. 667]), according to which 12 priest-kings were 
with 300 others concerned in the great assemblies 
held in the Drunemetum. The initiation of the 
Irish Fil6 lasted from 7 to 12 or even 20 years 
(Caesar, de Bell. Gall. vi. 14). The number 4 occurs 
in the story of Kulhwch and Olwen, from whose 
footsteps sprang 4 Avhite trefoils, in the legend of 
the 4 dimples of Ciichulainn, and in the 4 kisses of 
Oengus Avliich turned into birds to haunt the 
youth of Erin. Mention is made in the story of 
Olwen of the 24 sons of Custennin slain by their 
uncle, Avith Avhom may be compared 24 ladies 
released by Oivein ab Urien.* Of larger numbers 
may be mentioned the 3 x 60 islands to the Avest of 
Erin AA’hich occur in the story of Bran, the same 
number of queens Avho loved Ciichulainn, and the 
300 years spent by Oisin in Elysium. 

Or the ritual so little is recorded that it is not 
surprising that numbers are not prominent ; it 
was, hoAvever, customary to perform the dcasil, or 
ceremonial circumambulation, 3 times, and there 
are many traces of numbers as used in magic: 
thus 3 berries of one tree make a man young, 
while one berry is an equivalent of 9 Avhole meals. 
From the grave of Diancecht, the Irish god of 
medicine, greAV 365 healing plants, doubtless one 
for each day of the year,* and Diodorus (v. 32) 
mentions a great quinquermial human sacrifice. 

6. Teutonic. — 'Throughout Teutonic mythology 
and religion there are clear traces of the import- 
ance of 3 and its multiples, esjpecially 9. There is 
some evidence for a belief m 9 Avorlds and 9 
heavens ; to Valhalla are ascribed 640 doors, and 
Asgard is not merely divided into 12 or 13 spheres, 
but, according to Honorius of Augustodunum, 
appears to have consisted of 3 heavens with 9 
spheres each.* More unequivocal is the evidence 
regarding the gods : there was a distinct tendency 
to group the 3 chief deities together ; Csesar (vu, 
21) speaks of Sol, Luna, and vulcanus as wor- 
shipped by the Germans ; Tacitus {Germ. 2) tells 
of the origin of the tribes of Ingtevones, Istevones, 
and Ermmones from Mannus ; in the 3 names 
have been seen designations of "riiis, or of Nerthus, 
Wodan, and Tins respectively. In Germ. 9 he 
speaks of the Avorsliip of Mercurius, Mars, and 
Hercules, in whom we are, no doubt, to see Wodan, 
Tins, and Thor respectively. The heathen Saxons, 
when required to abjure their gods in A.D. 776, 

1 8. Rcinach, Bronzes Jiguris de la Gaule romaine, Paris, 
IDOO, p. 33. 

2 J. Loth, RCel xm-. [1904] 167. 

3 Rhys, p. 491 f., sees in them the 24 hoars of the day. 

4 So at the Daphnephoria 305 purple ribands signllled the 

I days of the year (Proems, op. Phot. BM. p. 321). 

“ Cf. K. Weinhold, Die mistische Keunzahl iei den Deutschen, 
p. 62 f. 
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abjured Tliuner, Woden, and Saxnot, the last 
being the Saxon appellation of Tius. At Upsala 
Adam of Bremen (iv. 27) tells of the worship of 
Thor, Odin, and Freyr, the equivalent there of 
Tius. Other triads are also known, but doubtless 
are less primitive — those of Odin and his two 
brothers, Veli and Ve, of Odin, Hoenir, and Loki, 
and of Har, Jafnhar, and Thridi. The last com- 
bination, the final member of which has been 
compared with the Vedic Trita, is late, and doubt- 
less not uninfluenced by the doctrine of the 
trinity.’ More primitive are the 3 Noms and the 
3 swan-maidens ; and the Valkyries sometimes go 
in threes. The stones on which Loki is bound to 
undergo the penalty of slaying Balder are also 3. 

While there is no set of 9 recorded for the high 
gods, lesser divinities are not rarely thus grouped : 
there are 9 daughters of Aegir, 9 mothers of 
fleimdall, 9 daughters of Odin ; the Beoioulf (575) 
mentions 9 sea-monsters, and 9 is a frequent 
number of spirits of various kinds — ghosts, elves, 
and so forth. The Valkyries are sometimes 9 ; 
they consort •with men for 7 years, probably a later 
variant of the 9 years which the swan-maidens 
may spend wth men. For 9 days men remain 
werwolves, and leave the skin on the 10th day, 
according to the VolmngaSaga (8) ; other accounts 
make the condition last 3, 7, or 9 years. Tyrr’s 
•wife has 900 heads, and the sun wheel seems to 
have been thought of as having 9 spokes.^ After 
slaying the serpent in the last battle of the gods, 
Thor goes 9 steps before he dies. 

The number 12 for the gods is not found before 
the late Edda, where it occurs in the Hyndlalicd 
(30).^ The Gylfaginning (14) speaks of 12 seats for 
the gods wth one for the All-father. The Norns 
also appear later as 12, the Valkyries as 13 or 27. 
The 12 knights and 12 nuns of Kreuzburg ^ seem 
to be based on the doctrine of 12 gods. The 
number 12 occurs in other connexions : Mimir has 
12 workers under him; heroes are ascribed the 
strength of 12 men. 

For the ritual there is the important evidence of 
Thietmar of Merseburg, who (i. 9) gives an account 
of New Year sacrifice at Ledra in Denmark, at 
which every 9 years 99 men, horses, dogs, and 
cocks were offered, and of Adam of Bremen, Avho 
(iv. 27) describes a spring festival held every 9 
years at Upsala, in which 9 of each male kind 
were offered. It is possible in each case, but not 
recorded, that the sacrifice lasted 9 days. The 
Ynglinga Saga (29) tells of the Swedish king Aun 
or Ani who offered his 9 sons, one every 9 years, to 
Odin to secure long life ; the people prevented his 
offering a 10th son, so that the king died. We 
hear also of the use of cakes of 9 constituents in 
the ritual. The name of a child was given on the 
9th day after birth, when it became a subject of 
werqcld {Lex Sal. xxiv. 4, xli. 10). After death the 
souls returned on the 3rd or 9th day, and feasts for 
the dead seem to have been held on the 3rd, 6th, 
or 9th day after death ; spirits rove about at the 
3rd, 9th, or 12th hour. j 

Diseases are numbered variously as 3, 9, 70, 72, 
77, and 99. Plants used against them are often 
counted as 9, while a single plant is stated to have 
9-fold stren^h. The number 9 repeatedly occurs 
in magic and di^sunation, often beside 3. It figures 
also in the ordeal, where 9 “ ploughshares are used 
as the test, and appears in many prescriptions of 
law, as in the numbers 9 and 12 for witnesses 

1 W. Golther, Grrmanische Mythologie, Leipzig, 1S35, p. 355. 

= In snn spells the number 0 is verj' often found in both Teu- 
tonic and Celtic records ; see GIP, pt. vii., Solder the Seaut\ful, 
London, 1913, i. 155, 172, 201, 271, 278. 

3 Golther, p. 109 f. 

< Boklen, p. 25 f. This may be Slavic in origin. 

3 In late Indian use the number 7 is normal ; in Iran 6 and 33 
ordeals arc known ; for 9 cf. the years ofpunishmentofan oath- 
breaker in Hesiod, Theog. SOI. 


and judges. In all these cases traces of the sub- 
stitution of 7 for 9 under Christian influence are 
found. 

Slavic. —In the scanty records of Slavic 
religion and in the mythology there are clear signs 
of preference for the numbers 3 and 9, 7 being 
due to Christian influe.ice. Among the ancient 
Prussians, at their chief sacred place, Komove, in 
the niches of the sacred oak were placed images of 
the 3 chief gods, of whom Perkunos, the thunder- 
god, was tlie most important.’ Other evidence 
speaks of 3, 9, or 27 Pehrkoni as Lithuanian 
deities. With the last number may be compared 
the 2J lands or 30 kingdoms which occur often in 
Russian folk-tales.- The Serbian hero Balatchko, 
like the Celtic Cernunnos, is believed to have had 
3 heads, and the same account is given of Pogam 
of Carniola. The Russian folk -hero, Fjodor 
Tugarin, watches for 3 days without sleeping 12 
mares belonging to an old woman ; he accom- 
plishes this task with the aid of 3 grateful beasts, 
and is rewarded by the gift of a foal whieli grows 
up in 3 days. Another story tells of Ivan, the 
cow son, who by the aid of 12 smiths compels a 
dragon, who has sons with 3, 8, and 9 heads, to 
disgorge his two brothers whom in the shape of a 
sow she had swallowed. The number 12 occurs 
frequently in other folk-tales in conjunction with 
3 and 9. Among the Letts the conception of the 
Pare® is not found as a trinity ; a late legend 
reported in 1839 tells of 7 goddesses, of whom 3 spin 
the life of men, the fourth tells tales to divert the 
spinners and shorten the duration of life, the fifth 
e.xhorts to industry, the sixth cuts the threads, 
and the seventh washes the garment and gives it 
to the most high god, and it becomes the man’s 
winding-sheet.* The Bulgarian Samoddvy have 
affinities with both the 3 Fates and the 3 swan- 


maidens. 

8. Signification of numbers.— The evidence cited 
shows clearly that 3 and 9 are Aryan numbers, and 
suggests that they had definite sacred associations 
before the development of the difl'erent branches 
of the family, though it is possible that the develop- 
ment of the sacred character of the numbers is 
later and independent. The explanation \ of the 
choice of these numbers is doubtful. The most 
popular theory appears to be that which derives 
the use from reckoning of time by weeks of 9 days, 
3 of which make up, with 3 epagomenai, a full 
synodic month, Hiising,'* who takes this -view, 
explains the choice of a week of 9 days as due to 
the effect of the 3 epagomenai which led to the 
division of the visible phases of the moon by 3, 
with the result of 3 weeks of 3x3 days. The 
existence of this week as a division of time derived 
from observation of the moon is open to serious 
doubt; it is supposed to be supported by the 
Latin nundinal, but that week was one of 8 days 
only, the reckoning involved in the term nundinal 
being due to the fact that the Romans reckoned 
inclusively the date of the market-day from the 
previous market-day; moreover, the Romans 
carried on the system of reckoning -without regard 
to the fact that it never did coincide with the 
movements of the moon. Rhys,* who accepts for 
the Celts a week of 9 nights and 8 days, which he 
compares with the nundinal, though we have no 
e-vidence that the nundinal were ever so conceived, 
admits that such a week has no reference to the 
moon. For other Arj’an peoples there is no cri- 
dence® in favour of the 9-day week except what is 
deduced from its appearance in religion and custom 
1 J. Grimm, Teutonic ilylhology, tr. J. S. Stallybrass, Oxford, 
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Anna Meyer, Vienna, IJKX), no, U9. 
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as a period of solemnity, and this nse need not, of 
course, be in any way connected with a reckoning 
of time. Boklen * holds that the origin of the nse 
is to be traced to the fact that the period from the 
last quarter of tlie moon to the appearance of the 
first sickle of the new moon is 9 days ; it would 
be convenient to reckon from the last quarter in 
order to predict the appearance of the new moon, 
which it would be ditncult to observe if the sky 
was obscured. He supports this view by the fact 
that the word ‘nine’ (Skr. ndvan) may be con- 
nected with ‘ new ’ (Slcr. ndva), and that in magic 
practices it is common to count backwards from 
9 to 1 — which has certain analogues in the Greek 
and Roman calendars. Moreover, in many myths 
a decided issue is arrived at with, the 9th or lOth 
day, 10 bei^ a variant reckoning of the period in 

? [uestion. The grounds adduced are clearly far 
rom strong, and it is in this view hardly sufficiently 
recognized that the number 9 is constantly used 
in places where 3 is also used : a good example of 
this is the Vedic recognition of 9 worlds, which is 
clearly based on the assignment to each of the 3 of 
3 divisions. In this sense it may safely be said 
that many nines are merely developments of 
primitive threes, and the problem reduces itself to 
the origin of the sanctity of 3. This is hardly to 
be traced to a reduction from the number 12, or to 
the 3 epagomenai, or, as suggested by Boklen for 
stories of the Trita type, the full moon, waning 
half-moon, and last visible moon phase, but may 
rather owe its importance to the fact that it is in 
the Aryan languages which distinguish a dual the 
first expression of plurality ; this may be enough 
to explain its prominence in all forms of religious 
and secular life. 

The number 7 has certainly in many cases in 
Celtic, Teutonic, and Slavic myth superseded an 
older 9, nor is it reasonable to doubt that this is 
directly due to the influence of the Jewish and, 
later, Christian week ; there is clear evidence that 
in the 1st cent. B.O. at latest there had sprung up 
in Rome the use of a week in which the names of 
the days were given according to the planets,* and 
the fact that the days of the week in Teutonic 
mythology are heathen names suggests tliat the 
7-day week was received before Christianity. But 
the theory that 7 is due to Babylonian influence — 
apart from the fact that the 7-day week is not 
proved for Babylon — is open to the serious ob- 
jection that 7 is a favourite number in the 
Kigveda, and that it must therefore be assumed 
that this number was borrowed at a very early 
eriod by the Vedic Indians from a Semitic source j 
ut this is improbable in the absence of any other 
cl ear indication of Semitic influence on the Rigveda. 
Husing and Boklen agree in seeing in the 7-day 
Aveek a week based on the phases of the _moon, 
making up a month of 4 Aveeks-t2 days, in the 
view of the former, AvhUe, jn the opinion of the 
latter, the origin of the choice of 7 is that, when 
the period of 9 days takes the place of the last 
quarter, the remaining part of the month naturally 
falls into 3 sets of 7 days. Neither explanation 
is convincing, and, as the Vedic Indians did not 
know the 7 planets,* and, though they knew 7 rfw, 
these were not stars in the Rigveda period, the 
question of the origin of the sacred character of 7 
must probably remain unsettled. 

The numbers 12 and possibly 7, if taken as 6-fl, 
are usually ascribed to Babylonian inflaence,_and 
brought into conjunction with the sexagesimal 
reckoning Avhich is indicated by the forms of the 
numbers for 11, 12, and 70 in Gothic, and of which 
traces are seen in the Latin use of sexaginta and 

1 P.84 ft. * Gruppe, p. 0COfl. 

s A. B. Keith, JRAS, 1911, pp. 794-800 ; of. E. Meyer, Gazh, 
des Atlertums, Stuttgart, 191S, 1 . 11, 688, 878. 


sescenfi as indefinite numbers ; * in the ship cata- 
logue in the Hiad numbers like 12, 60, and 90 are 
found ; 12 is prominent in Odysseus’s adventures, 
and 360 as a round number appears in the total of 
Eumaios’s swine. But too much stress must not 
be laid on this evidence ; 12 is found in the Rigveda 
in connexion Avith the months of the year, and 
this is most probably the significance of the 12 
ddityas of the Bruhmanas. By far the most 
plausible explanation of 12 is its connexion Avith 
the months, and of the sexagesimal system the 
360 days of the year, also Rigvedic, and there is 
no ground to ascribe either 12 or 360 in the Rigveda 
to Semitic origin.* Other theories of the origin of 
12 are the 12 epagomenai added to make up a year 
of 354 days to 366, itself probably a late conception 
derived from the 12 months, or the 12 signs of the 
zodiac, Avhich are clearly quite late. Boklen, 
hoAvever, insists that the 12 are moon phases, that 
the idea goes back to neolithic times, but Avas 
probably developed by the Babylonians, aa’Iio trans- 
ferred it into a solar method of reckoning. He 
supports his theory by insisting that it oilers the 
best explanation of the unlucky character of 13, 
which, hoAvever, if early, as is most improbable,* 
can equally Avell be explained by the unsettled 
character of the 13th month seen already in the 
Rigveda (I. xxv. 8), and of its frequent alternation 
with 12, the alternation of 12 with 14, Avith 16, Avith 
24 — the phases being counted as double, and the 
full moon being omitted — Avith 27, and Avith 40 (i.c. 
30-f 10). He also derives the number of months, 
or epagomenai, and the figures of the zodiac from 
this source. But aU these hypotheses lack solid 
grounds ; the only clearly lunar number is 27 in 
the case of the Indian naJcsatras, Avhich may be 
Semitic in origin, but are not found in the Rigveda. 
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NUMBERS (Semitic). — i. Scope of term 
‘ Semitic.’ — In his Vergleieliende Grammatik der 
semitischen Sprachen (Berlin, 1898) H. Zimmem 
exhibits five comparative lists of the numbers 1-10 
(p. 179), in Assyrian, Aramaic, Hebrew, Arabic, 
and Ethiopic, all of Avhich shoAV marked similarity. 
The first three of these may be considered as 
falling Avithin the scope of this article. He further 
presents the oldest forms of the names of these 
numbers, now reduced to a single list (p. 181), and 
finds that Egyptian shoAvs analogy to this in re- 
spect of the numbers 2, 6, 7, 8, and 9, but that 
1, 3, 4, 6, and 10 are altogether different On 

E liilological grounds, therefore, Ave should^ be justi- 
ed in leaving Egyptian in a neutral position, the 
difference being equal to the agreement. G. A. 
Barton {A Sketch of Semitic Origins, New York, 
1902j p. 170 ; of. EBi iii. 3434) classes the Hamito- 
Semitic system of number as one, being decimal or 

1 H. Hlrt, Die Indogermanen, p. 635 ff. 

3 Macdonell and Keith, ff. 123 f. 

» Keith, JRAS, 1916, pp. 350-355. 
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quintal, in opposition to the sexagesimal system 
of the earlier Babylonians. Comparison of the 
system of si^s used to express numbers also re- 
veals a considerable degree of likeness between 
Egyptian and Aramaic notation. We may add to 
the_ latter Hebrew,^ since there are grounds for 
believing that signs -were in use among the 
Hebrews, although, it is true, their Scriptures 
reproduce numbers only by words. The ostraka 
discovered at Samaria show signs and words in 
combination, the ninth and tenth years being spelt 
in full, and two others, apparently the eleventh 
and the thirteenth, always expressed by figures 
(D. G. Lyon, in the Harvard Theological Review, 
iv. [1911] 138). S. R. Driver remarks that, on the 
supposition that their numbers were not written 
in full, but expressed by symbols, ‘ the ancient 
Hebrews, it is reasonable to suppose, would have 
adopted a system similar to that in use amongst 
their neighbours, found equally in Phoenician, 
Palmyrene, Nabataean, and Old Aramaic inscrip- 
tions, and used also in Syriac’ {Notes on me 
Hebrew Text of the Books of SamueP, Oxford, 
1913j p. 97, n. 2). We shall subsequently note the 
leading features in this notation by means of 
symbols, which was current among the W. 
Semitic peoples who made use of the decimal (or 
quintal) system of numeration. But in the lirst 
place it is necessary to look more closely at the 
sexagesimal system of Babylonia (E. Semitic, it 
may be termed), which at all times had a good 
claim to be regarded as decimal also,® and which 
in the course of centuries came to be closely 
approximated to the purely decimal system of 
adjacent lands to the west and south. 

2 . Babylono-Assyrian (or E. Semitic) notation. 
— A flood of light has been cast on the earlier 
stages of the science of numbers by the discoveries 
at Nippur, the results of which, in so far as they 
are relevant to our purpose, have been set forth 
by H. V. Hilprecht {The Babylonian Expedition of 
the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
1906, vol. XX. pt. 1. chs. ii. and iii. ) in a treatise to 
which every student of the subject aclcnowledges 
his indebtedness,* To deal only with the ‘ mathe- 
matical ’ tablets, excluding the ‘ metrological ’ (ch. 
iii.) — they show for the most part a series of 
multiplication and division tables, symbolically re- 
presented. Such terms as are necessary to supple- 
ment the symbols are derived from the Sumerian 
language, which suggests that the whole numerical 
system was derived from the older civilization of 
Sumer and Akkad. It may, indeed, be affirmed 
that the sexagesimal-decimal system of the Semitic 
Babylonians is in reality Sumerian. The list of 
these terms as given by Hilprecht (p. 23) includes : 

A-DU (=x), ‘times': A-AN, rendering o number dis- 
tributive; rOI-GAL (— 'denominntor,' used to express n frac- 
tion); LAL (=-). ‘minus'; SI-A (=+), ‘plus'; IB-DI, 
•square’; and BA-DI-E, ‘cube.’ 

The lists of multiplication tables actually knovvn 
to Hilprecht from tlie Temple School and Temple 
Library of Nippur number from 44 to 46. All the 
integers from 1 to 9 are used as a basis, with the 
exception of 7, i.e. all the numbers which are 
divisors of 60 or its powers. Generalizing, it is 
found that the tables range from 2 x 1 to 180,000 
X 1, and that they are all related to 60^, or 3600’, 
which is 12,960,000. In the sexagesimal system 
the numbers 60, 600, and 3600 bear special names, 
viz. soss, nir, and Sar, corresponding to units, 
tens, and hundreds among ourselves, or, more 
accurately, to tens, hundreds, and thousands. 

• Josephus (Ant. L vill. 2) credits Abram with having com- 
munlc-ated nrithraetio to the Egvptlans. 

’ A. JeremLaa (The OT in the Linht of the Ancient East, 
London, 1911. 1. 63) holds that both systems are of pre-hlstoric 
origin. 

» Sec the remarks of T. G. Pinches, in Bilprecht Annicenary 
folutne, Lelprig, 1909, p. 77. 


The symbols employed for the units are upright 
wedges ( 1 ), combined in such a way as immedi- 
ately to suggest the number for which they stand. 
Tens and multiples of 10 are represented by 
oblique wedges or ‘ crotchets ’ « ) up to 60, With 
the soss (60) the upright wedge used for absolute 
units is renewed, each wedge standing for a 
multiple of 60. The value to be attached is deter- 
mined by the position of the upright wedges re- 
latively to the smaller numbers, t.e. tens and units, 
following them. Intermediate tens are repre- 
sented by a combination of upright and oblique 
wedges— e.p,, T<=70; 1T«=140. The n6r has, as 
a rule, its oivn symbol (R), and likewise the iar 
(O). although the oblique wedge alone, by virtue 
of its position in the scale, can do duty for 600, 
and the upright wedge alone for 3600, and the 
series can be continued indefinitely, thus : 

1 < I < I < T < T 

12,960,000 2,160,000 216,000 86,000 8600 600 60 10 1 
As an exanmle of how the system works out,’ the 
folloiving (Hilprecht, no. 16, 1. 24 rev.) may be 
given : 

<ri«< A-Du (= X ) <n«< •= n«<in<w 

i.e. 1 »i6r+2 MS«+8 tensxdo.=lE6 far + 1 nlr+B soss, or, by 
' ' the obove series : 

12 soss 

i.e. 600+2 x 60+80 Xdo.=2 X 216,000 + 8 X 80,000 + 6 X 

8600+1x600+6 x 60 

(t.e. 760 xdo.) 

i.e. £62,600 -=662,600. 

Owing to the absence of the ‘ zero ’ in the Baby- 
lonian system, there is, according to our idea, an 
element of ambiguity present. It is difficult to 
know whether absolute units or «oss-units are 
dealt with, and it is only by reference to the 
context (as in the above example) that the truth 
‘ can be ascertained. The ambiguity is not found 
in later texts, where the soss symbol never termi- 
nates a number and the imle as stated above is 
strictly adhered to. In early texts, however, the 
soss is found at the end, even in numbers relatively 
small. Thus, A. Poebel {Historical Texts, Phila- 
delphia, 1914, p. 190, n. 1 ; cf. plates xx., xxi.) 
gives 5700=3600+3 x 600+5 x 60. The soss in this 
instance is indicated by a horizontal instead of a 
vertical wedge. On the same tablet (no. 34) <mn 
be seen the circles and semi-ellipses out of which 
the conventional wedges arose. The nSr is com- 
posed of a horizontal wedge followed by a semi- 
ellipse, and the tens are complete circles. 

A. T. Oloy (T?ie Babylonian Expedition of the ETniv. of Penn., 
Bcr. A, xiv. (1900J 16 f.) informs us that ‘in the pre-Snreonlo 
period, when the circle had the value ten, and the semi- 
elliptical impression stood for one, it is very likely that the 
upper end of the stylus was round ; and that it was used to 
make the numerals. The circle was made by pressing the 
stylus perpendicularly into the soft clay ; and the semi-elliptical 
by leaning it lengthwise, as in writing.’ 

An interesting number given by Poebel in the 
tablet referred to is 6864 (col. 20, 10), which is 
made up of 6000 — (2x60 + 10+6). That is, the 
LAL sign (= -) is employed, covering 2 nSrs, 

1 ten, and 6 units. As a rule the LAL has a much 
more restricted use than this, entering into the 
number 19 principally ; 19 is 20 LAL 1, which, 
appearing in our type as 21 — LAL, is apt to be 
mistaken for 20— another evidence, ns it seems, of 
the disadvantage arising from the want of ‘ zero.’ ’ 
It should be noted that in lists where we make the 
entry ‘ 0,’ as an alternative to leaving blank, the 
Babylonians in some ^ses make use of the sign vl, 
meaning ‘ not,’ ‘ nothing.’ 

It will readilj’ be seen that the Babylonians (or 
rather the Sumerians), by employing tlie soss (60) 

lit Is nnsucces-fully applied by D. W. Myhrman The 
Babylonian Expedition of the Univ. of Penn., scr. A. yol. 111. 
flOlOl pt. 1. p. 63, n. 2. In this instance the true sign o' ”'( >4 
ri\*en, as can be proved by means of three partial totals In the 
bodv of the text. . j j 

2 bn this point see C. H. tV. Johns. Assyrian Deeds and 
Documents, uambridgre, 1E33~1001| ii. 100. 
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as a secondary unit, obviated in a measure the 
difficulty, real to them as to other nations of 
antiquity, arising from fractions. Fractions, and 
symools denoting fractions, were certainly in use,* 
but chiefly in metrological series, where they had 
reference to higher and to standard units, of which 
they formed an exact part. For this reason they 
have a claim to be regarded as integral.’ In 
dealing with fractions of a iar, e.g.-, the Baby- 
lonians expressed these by integers, as may be 
seen in the highly interesting tablet translated by 
Hilprecht’ and submitted to competent American 
and European mathematicians for solution of the 
problem attaching to it. The difficulty still re- 
mains, but Hilprecht himself seems really to have 
reached the solution by bringing what appear to 
be integers into fractional relation to the Sar. 
Thus, 720 standing opposite 125 would seem to 
denote that the latter number consists of 2 soss 
and 5 over. In relation to the Sar this 6 is 
v%r’s=’rht in onr notation, expressed in the tablet, 
however, by 720. What is written presents a 
grave difficulty, but the speech of teachers and 
pupils may have made everything quite clear. 
All the tablets of this class appear to be of the 
nature of ready-reckoners. 

The question arises, Why was 60 chosen as a 
basal unit ? Its use in astronomy is apparent, but 
which is ‘ earlier ’ and which * later^ cannot be 
deteniiined.^ According to S. Langdon (Lectures 
on Babylonia and Palestine, Paris, 1906, p. 79), 
the sexagesimal system is probably based on the 
fact that in the human form there were about 60 
finger-breadths from the nose to the fingers. We 
have already indicated the practical value of 
selecting a number which is divisible by the first 
quintette of units: it saved the complication 
arising from fractions. This would be still more 
true of 60S or 12,960,000, the number underlying 
all the known tables of multiplication and division. 
The results thereby gained, which doubtless were 
committed to memory, formed so many points 
d’appui, and from the known the unknown could 
be reached. Intermediate primary numbers could 
be dealt with by aid of the recognized tables 
of composite numbers, standing in obvious re- 
lationship to the sexagesimal unit or system. 
Thus 31’ was calculated from 30’ (a member of the 
60^ series), by means of the binomial theorem, 
which Hilprecht maintains must have been known 
to the Babylonians in some form or other.’ There 
is, indeed, another use underlying the number eo*, 
but this can be more appropriately discussed under 
the heading of ‘ Sacred numbers’ (see below, § $). 

Wlien we come to study the numerical system 
of the classical period of Babylono-Assyrian litera- 
ture, which includes the annals of the great kings, 
wefind that the reckoning \ij Sars and has given 
place to the decimal system, the soss remaining as a 
kind of relic of antiquity. In Tiglatli-Pileser l.’s 
Annals (c. 1100 B.C.) 4000 is written ns 4 followed by 
the sign for ‘thousand’ (<)-;, Umu), while 60 and 
120 continue as 1 Su-Si, 2 hi-Si (soss). In the Annals 
of Asur-nasir-pal ill. (885-860 B.C.) 260 is written 
as 2 followed by the sign for ‘ hundred ’ ( 1-, meat) 
-t- 1 Su-Si (soss) (col. i. 64). The number deported 
from Samaria (722 B.C.) is given as 27,290, made up 

1 E.g., i, i, ii, and S, all with special signs. In addition there 
were two regular series formed from the ordinals (T. G. Pinches, 
Outline oj Assyrian Grammar, London, 1910, p. 18). % held an 
exceptional position, with properties resemhling an Integer, in 
hoth Eg>pt(an and Sumerian (A. Erman, Life tn Ancient 
Egypt, Eng. tr., London, 1894, p. S65 ; H. V. Hilprecht, Eab, 
Exped. X3C. pt. 1. p. 25). 

s Ct. S and C pence In relation to a shilling. The coins each 
In their degree ore integral, and yet each is o fractional part of 
the higher member in the series. 

3 Eab. Exped. xx. pt. i. p. 2S. . „ 

* A. Jeremias, Has Alter der babylcnischen Astronomic-, 
Leipzig, 1909, p. 07. 

e Bab. Expea. xx. pt. I. p. Si n. 


of 27 thousand 2 hundred -h 60 + 30. Out of the 46 
strong cities round Jerusalem Sennacherib brought 
aw-ay 200,160 men, expressed by I- <1- T T*- <? (=2 

X 100 X 1000 -H 1 X 100 + 60). 

Ordinal numbers are readily distinguished by the 
addition of the sign (Awn, ltdm) to the cardinals. 
The names of the ordinals 3-14 are found spelt 
out at length in one of the Tell el-Amama tablets 
(Brit. Mus. no. 82), which was evidently prepared 
for educational purposes* — an instructive mstance 
of how the names or numbers ore recovered. Even 
yet there are gaps left, as an examination of any 
grammar will disclose.’ The degree of similarity 
between the E. and W. Semitic names for numbers, 
and the grammatical laws governing them, can be 
ascertained by reference to H. Zimmem’s Vergleich- 
ende Grammatik, already quoted. The Assyrian 
word for ‘ thotLsand ’ (Itmu) is the only noteworthy 
exception, standing as it does without any analogous 
form in W. Semitic. The word there employed 
('aldf, ’Slef) has lately given rise to nmeb discus- 
sion through the attempt made by W. M. Flinders 
Petrie (PesearcTies in Sinai, London, 1906, p. 208 ff.) 
to reduce the numbers of the children of Israel, on 
the strength of the similarity between the words 
for ‘thousand’ and ‘family’ or ‘sept.’* The 
Sumerian names of the numbers 1-9 vvul be fonnd 
in F. Delitzsch, Assyrische Lesestiieke* Leiprig, 
1900, p. llln. 

3. Aramaic notation. — The othei system ot 
notation with which we are here concerned is th* 
W. Semitic, which we shall call by the specific 
term ‘ Aramaic.’ It may be linked to the Babylono- 
Assyrian through the nexus afforded by fte 
‘Aramaic endorsements’* found on business tablets. 
According to J. H. Stevenson (Assyrian and Baby- 
lonian Contracts, New York, 1902, p. 27), tlio Signs 
found in the inscriptions of the British Mnaeum 
tablets examined by him are ; 

1=1, 11=2, lll=S, II 111=5, \=6, III lllnew 1^0" 

J III ill=7,ll\=7:^5i, V\=40. 

The point calling for attention in this table Is the 
alternative sign introduced at the quintal stage. 
The series can now be supplemented by the recently- 
discovered ElephantinS papyri,’ a system essenti- 
ally the same as the above. The units 1-9 are 
grouped in threes, the last to the left being 
lengthened below, or placed obliquely, ns a rule 
This indicates that it is the final unit. The series 
may be illustrated by the following numbers with 
their symbols : 

\1II=4; |l 111 111=8; '7=10 \im-14; 5^=20; %% 
-40; j,5,7,=60; 7,7,1, =90; /f,=100; /y)j|-200; 

=1000 (also written I’ = *1'^)' fil=10,000. 

ExampTe:6 (I Id tf)lf 111*171=1876. 

In the Elephantine papyri the signs are some- 
times followed by the names, to give exactness ; 
m \lll (4, i.e. four) (Pop. 28, 4). 

niTO in Jll III (6, i.«. six) (Pap. SS, 8).7 

If these two systems, as found in the ‘Aramaic 
endorsements ’ and in tlie Elephantine papyri, are 
compared with those in use among the N. Semitic 

1 O. Bezold, Oriental Diplomacy, London, 1803, pp. xxlv, 

xxxix. _ 

2 See Pinches, Assyr. Gram., p. 16 ; Johns, ii. 166 u. 

3 A. H. M'Nelle, The Book of Eiodiw (Westminster Comm.), 
London, 1908, p. 76 ; A. K. S. Kennedy, Leviticus and Numbers 
(Crnttirv BiMe), Edinburgh, 1910, p. 189 ff. ; of. J. F. McCurdy, 
uistory, Prophecy, and the Jfonumenis, New York, 1S9G, ii. 102, 

4 Cf. A. T. Clay, ‘Aramaic Indorsements in the Documents of 
the MuraSu Sons,’ OT and Semitic Studies in Jlemory of 
William Bainey Barper, Chicago, 1008, i. 237-324. 

» E. Sachau, Aramciisehe Papyrus und Ostraka aus Elephan- 
tine, Leipzig, 1911, p. 193; cf. A. H. Sayce and A. E. Cowley, 
Aramaic Papyri discovered at Assuan, London, 1906, p. 16 ; 
A. Ungnad, Aramdische Papyrus aus Elephantine, Leipzig, 
1011 , passim. _ 

6 Ungnad, p. 85. ’ fi. PP- 40, 62. 
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peoples,^ the differences ■will be found to be very 
slight. Even the Egyptian system is not unlike. =* 

The so-called Alexandrian system, according to 
which numbers are compounded by means of the 
letters of the alphabet — a system in general use 
about the time of Christ, and stUl to be seen in 
the Hebrew Bible — is here left oat of account, as 
ha-ving entered into Semitic use from an extraneous 
(probably Greek) source,® and as being common 
property among so many nations and peoples of 
antiguity. The system is one very apt to lead 
to corruption in numbers relating to foreign 
matters.^ 

4 . Semitic numbers in general. — It can be 
gathered both from the language of numbers and 
from the symbols employed to represent them that, 
in theory at least, no upper limit is to be assigned 
to Semitic enumeration. If we except indefinite 
expressions (e.^,, myriads) — a form of speech com- 
mon to all nations past and present — we find that 
in practice numbers are confined to sums under 
1,000,000. In the OT there is only one instance 
of a number exceeding this (1,100,000 [1 Ch 21®]). 
The notation appears to us clumsy, but cannot be 
characterized as amateurish. Indeed, we marvel 
at the ease ivith which sosscs, nirs, and Sars are 
manipulated. We have insisted on the difficulty 
presented by fractions, and we find that the results 
of problems involving fractions are only approxi- 
mately correct. This is especially true of Egy-pt, 
where, it is evident, knowledge was the outcome 
of repeated trials and practical tests, the truth, 
when attained or approximated, being carefully 
treasured and transmitted. The method is induc- 
tive, and ‘ the answers given represent the accumu- 
lated experiences of many previous writers.’® In 
the keeping of accounts the accuracy of the scribe 
is not lightly to be questioned. The many business 
tablets that have now been deciphered, recording a 
single transaction that did not require to be tran- 
scribed, with their system of partial totals and 
grand totals,® can readily be checked, and as a rule 
they are found to be correct. It is otherwise ^vith 
numbers occurring in annalistic records. These 
have often been copied, and show a tantalizing 
number of discrepancies. A glaring example may- 
be seen in the figures relating to Shalmaneser in.’s 
campaign of 854 B.c., where four sets of enemy 
losses are given, the numbers ranging from 14,000 
to 29,000. There is reason to think that the 
Assyrians in this instance were actually defeated.^ 
Equally' unreliable are the figures appearing in the 
Elephantine papyri, which are supposed to be a 
transcript of the Inscription of King Darius at 
Behisthn.® While these discrepancies may be due 
to the copyist,® the chief reason for the doubtful- 
ness of the figures lies in the tendency to exagger- 
ate — a common failirm among the despots or the 
ancient East. The Oriental partiality for large 
numbers is shared even by the Chronicler of the 
OT. Where exact numbers -were no longer obtain- 
able, round numbera took their place — an erident 


1 See G. A. Cooke, A Text-Book of North-Semitie Irucriptions, 
Oxford, 1903, pp. 43 f., E5, eta. ; M. Lidzbarskl, Ephemerit fur 
semitische Epigraphik, Giessen, 1900, p. 10611. ; EBrii, 

* Numeral,’ with table. 

2 J. O. Wilkinson, The Ancient Egyptians, London, 1878, il., 
table opp. p. 493. 

3J. Gow, A Companion to School Classics^, London, 1893, 
p. Ilf.; SDB, art. ‘Number,’ sect. S; A. Deissmann, Eight 
from the Ancient East, London, 1911, p. 276 ff. 

4 Poebel, Hist, Texts, p. 105. 

® W. W. Bouse Bail, IJist. of Mathematics^, London, 1893, 
pp. 3, 8 : O. Warren, The Ancient Ctebit, do. 1903, p. 31 IT. 

® Assjr. nap>aru=‘totar : Sum. innigin lunigin=' total of 
totals,’ ‘ grand total.’ „ 

7 B. W. Bogers, Cuneiform Parallels to the OT, New York, 
1912. p. 2S9f. ; A. H. Bayce, The 'Higher Criticism' and the 
llonuments-, Ixmdon, 1894, p. 391, note C. 

8 Ungnad, p. 8311. ® McCurdy, 11. 87 n. 

10 Sayce, p. 463 f. ; of. O. B. Grav. Numlers IICC), Edinburgh, 
1903, p. 10 ir. 


feature of the chronology of the book of Judfres,* 
and far more evident in the length of the reigns of 
the mythological kings before and after the Flood. 
The foreshortening of the historical perspective, to 
which Sayce has called attention® in connexion 
■with the narrative of the book of Kings, as a 
source of certain subtle errors in chronology, finds 
its counterpart in the protracted figures attaclied 
to the times that are unhistorical and even mythical, 
which prevent a reliable chronology ever being 
drawn up. The same phenomenon that meets us 
in Genesis in the great age ascribed to the ante- 
diluvians and the reduced longevity of the genera- 
tions folloiring is found in the Babylonian records, 
as can now be studied in the new lists of kings 
published by Poebel {Historical Texts, pp. 73-140).® 
In another connexion the same -writer comments 
(p. 50) on the idea that whatever man made {c.g., 
a boat or a landmark) in those old days was of 
enormous dimensions, and connects it witli the 
belief in enormously long life and higher stature 
than at present.* This tendency to gild the past 
has therefore to be allowed for in dealing with 
numbers, but usually we have no great difficulty 
in drawing the boundary -line between the mythical 
and the historical. 

5 . Sacred numbers. — Jeremias asserts® that a 
preference for odd numbers is universal : ‘ Numero 
deus impare gaudet.’ This accords with the 
selection of 5 and 7 to be the fundamental ciphers 
of the astral system, to which he attaches himself. 
It is in reality duodecimal-sexagesimal: 5+l~ 
12 ; 5 X 12=60. To this may be opposed the find- 
ing of Hilprecht (p. 34), who says that 7, 11, and 
13, being no divisors of 12,960,000, have continued 
even to the present to be regarded as unlucky 
numbers in the life and history of man. He 
invites us in this light to examine the Babylonian 
Sabbath question. It may be assumed that 3 and 
5 as factors of the sexagesimal unit are to be ex- 
cluded from this condemnation. The fact, there- 
fore, would appear to be that facility or difficulty 
in operating -with the various numbers was of chief 
account. It is difficult to see why any number, 
abstractly considered, should be either lucky or 
unlucky. Numbers had to be related to deities, 
magic, divisions of time, etc., before moral or 
sacred significance could arise. A 'science of 
number’ in the Pythagorean sense was not yet 
conceived of ; number had not been exalted as the 
ipXTi ical Ghr] of which the world was made.® At 
the same time, all numbers were sacred to the 
Babylonians : ^ but there was a limit set to their 
sanctity ; 

‘Numbers might be sacred, they could never bo deified, they 
were not worshipped, nor were artistic representations of 
them imagined ’ (F. Cumont, Astrology and Religion among the 
Greeks and Romans, New York and London, 1912, p. 112).8 

• In Babylonia the numbers from 60 down to 1 
came to be reserved each for a particular deity, 
the planetary deities having their numbers appor- 
tioned -with less regularity than the great god-s, 
which points to the fact that the latter wore 
brought in, and, as it were, ‘canonized,’ last of all. 
Thus, 60= Ann (father of the gods), 60= Bel, 40 = 

1 HDB ii. 817 f.; G. F. llooie. Judges'^ (ICC), Edinburgh, 1903, 
pp. xxxviifl., 424, 428 f. 

2Pp. 422, 4S9f. . , „ . 

* Cf. H. Zimmern, The Babylonian and the Hebrew Genesis. 
London, 1901, p. 400. 

4 Of. E. Nnville, Arehccology of the OT, London, 1013, p. 85 f. 

8 OTin Eight of Ancient East, 1. 63, n. 3. 

7 Sneinas!‘oTin Light of Ancient East, i. 63, with specimens 
of the application of the numbers 0-16 (1 and 8 excepted), 40, 
70 72 73 . 

i Several apparent exceptions are jH'^en by A. Smythe 
Palmer, TTie Samson’Sagay London, 1913, p. 205 and no^ 3. 
37ie references are to the Canaanltc dcUy, Baahsnfthsna, tne 
Lord ot Three ' ; the Hittite pod named * Three ' (Salas, Salsu) ; 
the Esrrptian ‘god Eight*; the Babvlonian ‘god Seven • and 
•god Four/ These do not seem to be sufficient to Impair Uit 
force of CamooVa generalization. 
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Ea, 30= Sin, 25=Merodach, 20= Manias, 16=Istar, 
10=Ramman.’ This species of identification is 
dependent upon the calendrical system — e.g.. Sin 
= 30= days of the ordinary month.^ It would he 
difSoult to show that the whole of the numbers 
1-60 were thus appropriated, but at least ‘sixty’ 
is representative of all the gods, and equivalent to 
‘the entire pantheon.’® An interesting contrast 
in number is afforded by the ‘fifty’ renowned 
names of the great gods, with which Merodach 
was at last endowed.^ 

Among the units 7 has come to be regarded as 
the sacred number par excdlenca. In Babylonia it 
was BO esteemed, Jastrow thinks, largely, if not 
solely, because it was a large number (cf. seven 
spirits of Scripture=a miscellaneous mass of 
spirits).® It holds the foremost place in magical 
formula. We have already noted the funda- 
mental position accorded to it in the astral system. 
By others it has been regarded as sacred because 
of its astronomical relations — e.g., the seven 
planets, and the division of the lunar month into 
four quarters of seven days.® The tabu on the 
seventh day (and multiples thereof) of certain 
Babylonian months has generally been regarded as 
transitional to the sanctity of the seventh day 
(Sabbath) among the Hebrews.^ The number 7 is 
favoured by the Priestly Writer, 5 figures promi- 
nently in the Joseph story,® and 3 (and its multiples 
by 10) in the story of Samson.® For reasons as- 
sociated with deity or deities, 1, 2, 3, and 9 have 
special claims to sanctity (monism, dualism, triads, 
enneads). By reason of a recent discovery, made 
by Poebel,’® whereby the goddess Nin-Harsag took 
a part in the creation of mankind along with the 
triad. An, Enlil, Enki, the number 4 may also be 
included in this category. Groups of 5 and 10 
(pentads and decads) nave recently acquired 
significance in the laws of Babylon and Israel.*’ 

A comparison of articles on ‘Number’ in HDB, 
SDB, and EBi discloses the fact that 1, 3, 4, 7, 
10, 12, 40, and 70 are specially treated for their 
sacred and symbolical significance. The symbol- 
ism of such numbers has been variously interpreted 
—e.g., by C. F. Keil,*= H. Schultz,” B. L. Ottley,>‘ 
and A. H. McNeile,*® the last-named prefacing his 
rendering by the caution : 

‘ It is easy to be led into extravaffance in attempting to 
Interpret the signifleance of numbers ; allegorical arithmetic 
has called forth fantastio absurdities from both Jewish and 
Christian writers.’ 

This caution is all the more needed in view of 
the methods of the astral school, represented by 
H. Winckler and A. Jeremias, whose motifs are 
still open to considerable doubt. 

Thmr main thesis would, however, appear to be 
strengthened by Hilpreoht’s exposition*® of the 
meaning of the number 12,960,000 (=60* or 3600®). 
This is none other than the famous ‘nuntber of 
Plato’ (Republic, viii. 646 B-D), as determined by 

1 G. Maspero, The Daxm of Civilization, Eng. tr., London, 
1901, p. 673; M. Jastrow, The Eetigion of Babylonia and 
Assyria, Boston, 189S, p. 465 f. ; Smythe Palmer, p. 207. 

2 Jastrow, p. 465. ® HDB v. 657*, note tt. 

4 Pinches, The OT in the Light of the Hist. Becords of 
Babylonia and Assyria^, London, 1903, p. 46 ff. 

4 Jastrow, The Bel. of Bab. and Assyr., p. 265._ „ , „ 

6 Jastrow, Hebrew and Babylonian Tradition (HoskeU 
Lectures), London and Leipzig, 1914, p. IVOfl. ; L. B. Famell, 
Greece ond Babylon, Edinburgh, 1911, p. 293 f. ^ 

7 Sayce, p. 76 ff. ; W. E. Smith, The Beligion of the SemiUs, 
new ed., London, 1907, p. 181 f. 

8 J. Skinner, Genesis (ICC), Edinburgh, 1910, p. 483. 

9 Smythe Palmer, p. 199. 

1® Hist. Texts, p. 24 ff. „ t 

11 0. H. W. Johns, The Laws of Babylonia and the Laws of the 
Hebrew Peoples (Schweich Lectures, 1012), London, 1914, pp. 
26, 61, 71 (with references). 

1® A Manual of Biblical Archceology, Edmburgh, 1837, i. 
127 ff., 133 ff. 

13 OT Thcolo , . " — ~ ! r ‘-_B. 

14 jlspects of • ' ■ 34. 

The Booh.’ .. ■ • ' p.hnon'iu. 

1® Pp. 29-34. 
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J. Adam* and others, the ‘lord of better and 
worse births,’ a geometrical number constructed 
out of the elements of the number which expresses 
the shortest period of gestation in the human kind 
(216 days). Hilprecht takes the number as the 
arithmetical expression of a great law controlling 
the universe, which he calls the ‘ law of uniformity 
or harmony.’ For this reason 12,960,000 has a 
claim to be regarded as the sacred number in chief 
of Babylonia. When related to time, 12,960,000 
days =36,000 years (counting 360 days in a year), 
which is ‘the great Platonic year’ and also a 
Babylonian cycle. 

The conclusion is obvious that Babylonia, and 
not Greece, is the home of this whole cult. The 
number 12,960, OOOis fundamental both in astronomy 
and in astrology, governing the universe (the 
macrocosm) and also the life of man (themicrocosm). 
Everything in man’s life from his birth to his death 
is governed by this number or one of its divisors, 
especially the period of gestation ; 216 days, the 
period of the seven months’ child, and 270, the 
period for a nine months’ child, inaugurate a lucky 
birth, for both are divisors of 12,960,000. So with 
every other number which is a divisor of 12,960,000 
(for unluclcy numbers, see above). 

From this it will be seen what an elaborate 
astrological structure has been reared upon the 
foundation of the geometrical number 12,960,000. 
Granting the theoretical validity of this number, 
there is a serious difficulty about its application, if 
we think only of births, for the multiplication and 
division tables now known (§ 2 above) are far more 
extended than would be necessary for the particular 
end of determining lucky ana unlucky births. 
The situation is somewhat relieved by bringing in 
the periods of the moon, in its phases or in its 
course (see art. Birth [Assyro-Babylonian], vol. 
ii. p. 643). Even with this added, we are left in 
ignorance about many points in the Babylonian 
praxis. ‘How far they carried their liking for 
numbers and mystic calculations we have yet to 
learn.’® While the theory of Hilprecht, which, as 
we have seen, is astral, may be said at present to 
rule, there may be some who will share the view 
of R. W. Emerson, who said of Plato that, ‘ in his 
eighth book of the Republic, he throws a little 
mathematical dust in our eyes.’ ” What has now 
been added to Plato or, rather, what has been 
shown to be the source of the ideas of Plato (and 
Pythagoras) may seem to them like throwing a 
little more dnst. 

Literattob. — T his has keen given In the article, the more 
important references being embodied, the others appearing in 
the footnotes. WILLIAM CBUICKSHANK. 

NUSAIRIS. — The Nusairis, also knoivn as 
Ansariyah, are not only a sect, but a nation, in- 
habiting the mountainous country north of the 
Lebanon, between ancient Elen therus, the Orontes, 
and the Mediterranean coast. Although the Nu- 
sairi population in this mountainous barren region 
live a rather wretched life, cultivating mainly the 
vine and tobacco, the colonies wliich it has founded 
in Antioch, Mersina, Tarsus, and Adana are very 
prosperous. We may reckon the total of this 
population at 150,000 ; in earlier times they were 
no doubt more numerous. 

I. Etymology. — The name ‘ Nusairi ’ has given 
rise to a great many theories •. it has been thought 
to be a diminutive of the Arab Nasrani (‘little 
Christian’), but this etymology is contrary to 
Arabic grammar, and, as the supposed conversion 
of the race to Christianity took place before the 
establishment of Islam in this region, it would be 

r J, Adam, The Bepublic of Plato, Cambridge, 1902, il. 201- 
203, 204-306. 

*T. G. Pinches, in Hil. Ann. Vol., p. 77. 

8 Representative 31cn, ‘ Plato : New Readings,' last paragraph. 
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Burprising if the name Avas borrowed from Arabic. 
Anotlier theory, Avhich i.s more Avide-spread, is 
that |Nusairi’ comes from Muhammad ibn Nusair, 
Avho is said to have founded the sect in the llth 
century. Bab this Ibn Nusair Av'as a follower of 
the eleventh imam, Rasan al 'Askari, Avhile the 
doctrine of the Nusairis recognizes only seA'en 
imams ; and this etymology, which has given rise 
to popular accounts placing Muhammad ion Nusair 
in the time of the Umayyads MuaAviyah and 
Yazid, cannot he admitted, although upheld by 
S. Guyard, C. Huart, and H. Lammens. It has no 
more to recommend it than the theory Avhich con- 
nects them with Nusair, a freedman of 'All, or 
AAuth the Ansars of tlie Prophet. As Dussaud 
abundantly proves, the Nusairis of our day are the 
Nazerini mentioned by Pliny the Elder (MN v. 81) 
as forming a tetrarchy separated from Apamea by 
the river Marsyas (Orontes). The Greek historian 
Sozomen [HE vii. 15) shoAvsthem at the end of the 
4th cent, helping the pagans of Apamea against 
the Christians ; he gives them the name of Gali- 
leans, AAdnch Lammens, by an extremely ingenious 
hypothesis, derives from Bargagylus, a supposed 
ancient form of Bargylus, the name given by Pliny 
to one of their mountains. 

2 . History. — The Nusairis, being isolated, pre- 
served^ their paganism in spite of the triumph of 
Christianity, and later of Islam, in the surround- 
ing country. Nevertheless it is certain that the 
contact of these tAvo religions Avas not Avithout 
influence upon the Nusairi beliefs. Tlie greatest 
influence, hoAvever, Avas exercised by the Ismailis, 
Avho Avere forced in the 12th cent, to leave their 
ephemeral dwelling-place in Banias and settle in 
the Jebel, Avhere they became famous under the 
name of Assassins (q.v.). Further, the influence 
of the Isma'ili doctrines had begun as early as the 
9th cent., and Ave see from a refutation by Ramzah, 
the apostle of the Druse religion, tliat the Nusairi 
religion Avas established at the beginning of the 
llth century. After tlie victories of Baibars and 
the destruction of the Isma'ili poAver the Muslims 
made_ an unsuccessful attempt to convert the 
Nusairis. Their massacre, Avhich Avas demanded i 
by certain fanatics — among others tlie theologian I 
Ibn Taimiyyah, in a fatwd published by Guyard i 
[JA n. xviii. [1871] 158-198) — Ai'ould have been 
contrary to the interests of the Muslims. Thej^ 
have maintained their independence, and survive 
down to the present day divided into clans, often 
at Avar Avitli one another, but paying tribute to the 
pasha of Tripoli. In the middle of the 19th cent, 
a chief arose among them, Ismail Beg by name, 
Avho proclaimed his authority, and secured recog- 
nition by the Turkish government as ruler of the 
country of Safita. By paj'ing an annual tribute 
of 300,000 francs he enjoyed absolute authority, 
and, like Eashid al-Din Sinan among the Ismfillis, 
became the hero of legends far more ancient than 
himself. After his death the Turkish government 
succeeded in establishing its direct administration 
in the coimtry — the result of wliich, as everywhere 
else, Avas the persecution and ruin of the land. 

3 . Present-day religion. — The religion of the 
Nusairis, therefore, is the ancient pagan religion 
of the district, veiy much altered^ by Christian, 
Muslim, and especially Ismailian influences, but 
not reaching the stage of Christianity and Islam. 
The groundAvork of tlieir doctrines is contained in 
the Kifcib al-SIajmu, published and translated by 
Dussaud [Hist, et religion des Hosairis, appendix, 
pp. 1G1-19S). Like the Isma ilis, they divide time 
into seven cycles, each having its OAvn manifes- 
tation of deity ; this resembles the doctrine of 
the pagan Rarranians, according to which the 
creator Avas single in his essence but multiple in 
his manifestations in bodies, and these bodies Avere 


the seven planets AA’hich govern the world. The 
Isma'ilis and the Druses hold that a prophet 
appears in each entrusted with a neAv relirion 
(nalig, ‘ utterer ’). The 7iaiiq multiplies into seven 
persons, the first of AA’hom is called asas (‘founda- 
tion ’). The asas are inferior to the naiiqs (except 
’All) among the Isma'ilis and the Druses. With 
the Nusairis the asas are superior to the va(iqs ; 
the asas are Abel, Seth, Joseph, Joshua, Asaph’ 
Peter (Shema’un), and 'Ali ; the natiqs Adam, 
Noah, Jacob, Moses, Solomon, Jesus, and Muham- 
mad. 'All, the asas of the seventh period, has 
become a god ; he bears the epithet Ma'na, corre- 
sponding to that of ‘the Word’ for Jesus ; it is 
to the Isma'ilian influence that he OAves this r61e. 

‘ 'Ali ibn Abu T^lib Avns not begotten ; he is unique, immortal, 
and has c.\isted from all time; his essence is the light; from 
him the stars shine ; he is the light of lights. Although de- 
prived of all attributes, he cleaves rocks, drives back seas, and 
directs affairs ; it is he u-ho destroys empires. He is hidden, 
not enveloped, that is to say, he is hidden by the nature of his 
divine essence, not bi- a covering. Ho is mind, ma'na’ (Kitab al- 
Majmu', tr. Dussaud, p. 1C2). 

The formula employed is copied from tlie Muslim 
formula: ‘I testify that there is no god but 'Ali 
ibn Abu Talib.’ Dussaud ingeniously conjectures 
that there is a confusion betAveen 'Ali el A'la and 
the epithet of the old Phoenician deity Elyum (‘ the 
very high ’), Avhom the Greeks callea Adonis. 
'Ali created Muhammad, Avhom he called his 
‘ name ’ (Ism), and Avho is also his ‘ veil ’ and his 
‘dAvelling-place.’ Muhammad in his turn created 
Salman al-Farisi from the light of his light, made 
him his ‘ gate ’ (Bab), and entrusted him Avith his 
propaganda. These three persons form a triad, 
Avliich seems more ancient than the Christian 
Trinity, and AA'hich goes back to the divine triads 
of the Syro-Phcenician cults, and in particular to 
the Palmyrene triad 'Ali = sky (Baal-Shamain, 
Balsamem), Muliammad=sun (Malak bel), and 
Salman = moon (Aglibol). In the initiation cere- 
monies this triad is represented by ‘ the mystery 
of 'Ain-Mim-Sin' (the initial letters of 'Ali, Mu- 
hammad, and Salman). Muhammad created the 
five ‘incomparables,’ AA’ho in their turn created the 
Avorld and are tlie five planets. The five ' chosen 
ones ’ are the five divine emanations to Avhich the 
j five prayers of the day are consecrated. 

' The Nusairis do not believe in the immortality 
of Avomen, Avho have no reasonable soul, and they 
hold that the use of Avine is laAvful. _ 

4. Sects. — The Nusairis are divided into four 
classes : the Raidaris (from the surname given to 
'All, El-Haidar, ‘ lion ’), Avho have come most into 
contact AA’ith foreign influences, the Shamalis, the 
Kalazis, and the Ghaibis. The Shamalis claim that 
the god 'All, identified AA'ith the sky, dAvells in the 
sun,which represents Muhammad. 'This idea rewlls 
the Syrian cult of Ba'al-Shamaim (sky-god) assimi- 
lated by the Greeks AA’ith Helios, The name 
Shamal (from AA’hich the Jcaa’s deriv’e Samuel, the 
angel of death) seems to represent the sun (another 
name of the sect is Sliamsi)in its nocturnal course; 
it should be noticed that the Shamalis go a great 
length AA’ith their Avorship of Muhammad, Avho, in 
the primitive triad, is identified AA'ith the sun, 
united AA’ith 'All by the light, but separated from 
him by the manifestation of appearance. With 
the Kalazis, or Qamaris, the moon is the abode of 
'ijl ; it is celebrated in the poems that Ave posse^ 
of this sect and represented by Avine : in their 
figurative language, according to Dussaud, by 
drinking pure Avine one reaches a close aconamt- 
anceship AA’ith the moon. Some AATiters liold that 
there are traces liere of a lunar goddess Avho is 
none other than the great S3’rian goddess Astarto. 
Their name is derived from that of the shaikh Mu- 
hammad ibn Kalazi. The fourth sect, the Ghaibis, 
‘believe that God appeared, and then becarao 
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invisible ; the present time is that of the absence’ 
(ahaibah), whence their name ; they seem to be in- 
fluenced by the Ismailian doctrine of the Tanzth, 
which depnvesGod of His attributes ; they therefore 
consider the absent ighaib) as God CAli), identified 
with the air, as, among others, with the sky. 

5. Initiation. — The initiation ceremonies seem 
to have been borrowed by the Nusairis from the 
Isma Ilians, and to have replaced the ancient mys- 
teries ; but, as in the case of the doctrine of the 
nafiqs and the asas, the Isma'ilis initiate into a 
doctrine, the Nusairis into mysteries (Dussaud, 
p. 105). They have retained the use of wine and 
the veiling of the initiate. The nine degrees of 
Ism&'ili initiation are reduced to three, overbur- 
dened with ritual elements. The initiate must be 
the child of Nusairi parents ; he receives instruc- 
tion from a stranger to his family — whicli creates 
between him and his teacher very close bonds of 
relationship. The imam receives him into the 
number of the faithful after certain ceremonies, in 
the last of which wine plays a very important 
part, in the form of communion. It should bo 
noticed that, among non-initiated Nusairis, Kliodhr 
(Khadhir=Eli) is the name of the god par excel- 
lence, as 'All is among the initiated. 

6. Metempsychosis. — Metempsychosis is one of 
the dogmas of the Nusairis, but it differs from that 
held by the Isma'ilis. The faithful is transformed 
seven times before he goes to take his rank among 
the stars, of which 'All is the prince. If he is 
blameworthy, he is re-born as a Christian or a 
Muslim, until expiation is complete. Infidels, who 
have not worshipped 'All, live again in the form of 
dogs, camels, mules, asses, or sheep. 

J. Festivals. — The chief festivals of the Nusairis 
are; (1) the El Ghadir (‘the pond’) festival, on 
the 18th of DhliT tijjah ; it is of Shfite origin, 
and commemorates Muhammad’s appointment of 
'All as his successor ; it is celebrated among the 
most important shaikhs; (2) the festival of the 
breaking of the fast (JlCr) ; (3) that of the sacrifices 
(12th of Dhtf 1 tijjan) ; (4) that of the Fir^h, 
which commemorates the self-sacrifice of 'All 
exposing himself to the blows of the Quraish in 
place of Muhammad ; (5) that of Ashurah (10th of 
Muharram) in memory of the massacre of Karbala. 
According to the Nusairis, blusain did not die, but 
disappeared like Jesus, The festival of the second 
El Ghadir (9th of Kabi I.) celebrates the recogni- 
tion of the sons of 'All by Muliamraad, That of 
the Birth commemorates the nativity of Jesus 
Christ, but it is of Muslim origin ; perhaps it is a 
remnant of that which the pagans of Harran cele- 
brated at the winter solstice for the birth of the 
sun. The spring and autumn equinoxes are the 
occasion of festivals in forms borrowed from the 
Persians — the Nawrus and the Mihrajan. Those 
are the official festivals. Some popular ones are ; 
that of the Baptism [El Qiddas), the day of the 
Epiphany, of the Palms, of Pentecost, and especi- 
ally of St. Barbe. Lastly, there are several 
pilgrimages, the most important of which is that 
of IChodhr (Khadhir=Eli). 

8. Conclusion. — Like all secret sects, the Nu- 
sairis have been subjected to all kinds of accusa- 
tions : the Isma'ilis have contended with them by 
rivalry, and the Christian historians of the Crusades 
have re-echoed the slanders hurled at them by the 
Muslims. 


Literatiteb. — Tile chief work on this sect ia R. Dnssaud, 
Bist. etrtliqion des SosaXris, Paria, 1900, which h.TS been foilowed 
in thia article (cf. artt. by R, Basset, in RBR xlvi. [1902] ; 
C F. Scybold, LC15ilil.[19Ol]12550. ; M. Hartmann, ZDPV 
ralv. 11901] 186-191; R. Duval, RA xaxvi. [1901] 181-180; 
C. Clermont-Ganncau. CAIBL [1900] 700-702; J. Halevy.itS 
lx. [1901 ] 83 0., and I. Goldilher, .dUlf iv. [1901]); on^- »>•- 
XXXV will be found the complete list of works, both Astern 
and Western, that have appeared on the Nusairis down to 1900. 
See also H. Lammens, ‘Notes do gdographie syrienne,’ In 


Mflanges de la famlti orientate de Reyroat, j. [1900] 271-283, 
‘ Une Visite nu ^ait supreme dcs Nosairis Haidaris,’ JA ii. v. 
[1915] 139-169. KENfi BASSET. 

NYANJAS. — The peoples dealt ivith in this 
article ai'e those speaking the Nyanja or Lake 
language of the Protectorate of Nyasaland and 
adjoining territories. They cover the district 
embraced by the southern portion of that Pro- 
tectorate, extending from Port Herald on the 
south as far north as the 13th parallel of south 
latitude. Divisions of the tribe stretch into 
Portuguese temtory on the west, and into N. 
Khodesia, where they inhabit the lower part of 
tlie Loangwa valley. They are also to be found 
in a narrow strip of country along the east shore 
of Lake Nyasa, into which they were driven by 
pressure of the Yao tribe from the east. 

Tlie tribe is divided into various subdivisions, 
which differ from each other to a small degree both 
in dialect and in customs. These divisions are : 
Amang’anja, Ampotola, Amaravi, Ambo, An- 
tumba (or Akantunda), Achewa, and Achipeta. 
About tlie time of Livingstone’s first visit to 
Nyasaland, a tribe of Zulus called Angoni migrated 
from the south and after various wanderings con- 
quered the county inhabited by the northern 
divisions of the Nyanja tribes, on whom they 
imposed several of their habits and customs, while 
at the same time they adopted the language of the 
conquered people. Now Zulu has entirely given 
place to Nyanja in one or other of its dialects. 

1. Clans. — Like many other Bantu tribes, the 
Nyanjas are divided into clans or families, which 
trace their descent through the mother. The 
better known of these clans are the following : 
Abanda, Apiri, Amwale, Amilanzi, Adzimbiri, 
Ankhoma, Ambewe, and Anthanga, The clan- 
names are to be found all through the adjacent 
tribes — the result largely of intertribal warfare 
and slaving, in which women formed the most 
prominent and most valuable asset. Though the 
origin of these names has been accounted for by 
the theory of the totem, there is now no trace of 
any such ideas connected with the names ns would 
point to a totem origin. The names are not those 
of any animal or object in nature, nor do they 
carry any custom of tabu peculiar to the clan. 
Certain of the clans, however, used to have customs 
peculiarly their own. Tiie Abanda, e.g., alwavs 
Killed slaves to put into the grave along with the 
dead body of their chief. Among the Apiri a man 
used to take a temporary wife, living uuth her for 
a year, and then putting her away before taking a 
permanent wife, or wives, according to native rite 
and custom. 

With the arrival of the Zulu Angoni there came 
the custom of the descent following the clan of the 
father, and then a series of new clans was intro- 
duced : Apovu, Anjobvu, Anamvu, Ansomba, 
Ananyoni, etc. These are the names of wild 
animals — gazelle, elephant, hippopotamus, etc. — 
and to the members of the clan the flesh of its 
name-animal is tabued. This custom has gradu- 
ally spread over the northern portion of tLe tribe 
— especially those parts conqiiered by the Angoni 
— and now it is common to fand natives who claim 
to belong to two clans, one by the father and one 
by the mother, the former carrying udth it the 
tabu. Such clan-names are now largely employed 
as surnames. 

2 . God and spirits.— (a) The generic name for 
God among the Nj-anja is hlulungu or Mlungu, 
which appears in Swahili as JIuungu, and in Lomwe 
and Mnkuwa as Mluku. Under this term is 
embraced not only the deity, but all that apper- 
tains to the spirit world. Wliether in its primary 
sense it conveys the idea of personality is doubtful, 
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as the word belongs to an impersonal class of 
nouns, and always takes the concord of an im- 
personal class. 'When, however, the deity is 
Rinded to in respect of any of his attributes, there 
is no doubt that personality is assigned, as when 
the Nyanja speak of ‘Leza, the Nurse,’ ‘Mengi, 
the Creator,’ ‘Mphambi, the heavens,’ and 
‘Chauta, the Almighty.’ Other names are also 
assigned to the Supreme Being, as Chanjiri, 
Chinsumpi, Mbamba, Mphezi, but these are gener- 
ally confined to certain local manifestations of the 
deity through the possession by some individual of 
divine powers. Among the tribe of S. Angoniland 
in 1910 there appeared an individual who claimed 
such divine powers under the name of Chanjiri, and 
demanded tribute in the form of oflTerings from the 
people, at the same time attempting to dissuade 
them from jjaying the annual tax to the Govern- 
ment. While the names Leza and Chauta are 
the common appellatives of the deity among the 
neighbouring Awemba and Atonga, tlie name 
Mulungu is universally recognized as signifying 
the Supreme Being, and among the Nyanja people 
is the only designation in use. 

(b) Some districts have their local deities or 
spirits to whom worship is paid at definite shrines 
— generally on the top of some prominent moun- 
tain. In the Blantyre district there are two such 
shrines on the summits of Mounts Soche and 
Michiru, where ofl’erings are made in time of public 
distress to the spirits of Kankhomba and Mpalale. 
There is little doubt, however, that these are the 
names of two chiefs who ruled in the respective 
districts before the time of historical record, and 
whose names are thus preserved in the worship 
paid to their spirits. Till recently a local 
mhona, or seer, lived near Port Herald who claimed 
divine powers for himself, and whose wife— always 
chosen from a certain family — acted as priestess 
and means of communication with the outer world, 
he having shut himself uj) in complete seclusion. 

(o) The mizimu, or spirits of the dead, form the 
chief inhabitants of the unseen world. The word 
is used to denote the disembodied spirit or soul of 
man, and there is no spirit which was not at one 
time existent in a living bodily personality. When 
this disembodied spirit is conceived as a worker of 
evil and as possessing an evil influence, it is termed 
chiwanda. 

It is to the mizimu that the people most fre- 
quently resort when they Avish to get into com- 
munication Avith the unseen. It is to the mizimu 
that prayers are most frequently offered and sacri- 
fices made. Only in time of great local fear or 
calamity, such as drought or famine or pestilence, 
are addresses paid to Mulungu or to the local 
deities. 

The mizimu make their presence knoAvn and 
communicate their Avishes to the living by means 
of dreams, Avhen the spirits of the dead hold con- 
verse Avith the spirits of the living and the spirits 
of the living hold conA’erse Avitli each other, and 
through the medium of the mlaula, or prophet, 
Avho is inspired by the mizimu to rave {fiwehioeta) 
— the ravings being accepted as the voice of the 
dead. 

The mizimu have their abode at the hut of the 
deceased or at the grave AA-liere the body is buried. 
Offerings are not nsnally made at the grave — as 
among so many of the neighbouring tribes — but at 
the hut AA-here the person lived, or at some place 
such as the foot of a tree near the hut Avhere he 
AA’aa accustomed to resort. Sometimes in the case 
of an important chief a small sacrifice hut, called 
Jiachisi or gombazi, is built on the outskirts of the 
village, and there the customary offerings are 
made. 

(d) The spirit may take up its abode in some 


wild animal, as a lion, leopard, or python. This 
is the case only with such persons as have Avhile in 
life secured medicine Avhich has the poAver of effect- 
ing such a transmigration of the soul. Tliese 
animals are held in aAve, and are rarely interfered 
Avith ; but, should one be killed accidentally or of 
necessity, the native has no theory as to AA'hat 
comes after. There, as in so many problems of life, 
he confesses that he is against a dead AA’all aa’IuoIi 
he has no means of surmounting. 

(e) Among the Angoni N3mnjas the spirit may 
be made to locate itself in any object such as a 
piece of cloth, a basket, a doll, or, in the case of 
a person of importance, such as a chief or headman, 
in a foAvl, a goat, or an ox. The spirit is ‘ captured ’ 
by the mlaula, or, if it is that of a person of loAver 
rank, by an old Avoman Avho has ceased to bear 
children. Such objects or animals are set aside as 
sacred. Should the animal die, another animal is 
chosen and set aside as wa mizimu, the property of 
the spirits. The other class of objects in Avhich 
the spirits are located are treasured among tlie 
household stuff, and are generally kept near the 
bed or sleeping-place of the head of the family. 

3. BuriM customs. — Immediately after death 
the corpse is bathed, if of a man by men, if of a 
AA'oman by Avomen. Any one may perform this 
office, but it usually falls to the older people. Any 
neighbour maj' assist in carrying the corpse to the 
grave, and in digging the grave, but on those Avho 
go doAvn into the grave and receive the corpse from 
those above special duties are laid. They are 
knoAvn as the adzukuru (from the root ktirti, 

‘ greatness ’). There are no official adzukuru ; 
any person may perform the function, but by 
habit and custom of the community certain indi- 
viduals usually have the office assigned to them. 
To them afterivards falls the duty of offering the 
sacrifices to the spirit of the dead. Theirs are the 
portions of food Avhich are left over from the sacri- 
fice, and Avhich they have the right of dividing 
among their friends. After the burial the mourners 
return to the empty hut, Avhich the adzuhiru pull 
doAA’D. Should it be decided to take steps to ascer- 
tain the cause of the death, the ula is consulted 
(see § 9), and the case may proceed to the chief’s 
court to be settled there. Tavo months or so after 
the burial the adzuJcuru summon the mourners 
together, and a feast is made (generally of beer), 
a sacrifice is offered, and the shaAdng of heads of 
the mourners finishes the mourning. 

4. Sacrifices. — Sacrifices are offered _ (a) to 
Mulungu, (b) to the spirits of the dead chiefs and 
headmen, and (c) to the spirits of dead relatives. 

(a) Sacrifices to Mulungu as the Supremo Being 
are offered in a small sacrificial hut (kachisi) built 
on the outskirts of the Aullage or at the foot of any 
large tree where there is shade — ^preferably the large 
tree in the village bwalo, or courtyard. Any tree, 
hoAvever, that gives shade may be a place of sacri- 
fice. Persons on a journey or in the hunting-field 
place an offering almost anyAA'here— under a tree, 
if possible, or at the meeting of two roads. The 
offerings consist mostly of food — beer, flour, etc. 
Avhile pieces of calico are offered by being torn up 
and hung from the tree or spread over the sacrifice 
hut. At the beginning of harvest offerings of first- 
fruits are made in the sacrifice hut, the whole 
village joining in the sacrifice and the chief or 
headman acting as officiating priest for the occa- 
sion. , , j j 

{b) Sacrifices are offered to the spmts of the dead 
chiefs or headmen. These, like the others, consist 
of food— beer, flour, etc. They may be ollercd 
near the hut Avhere the dead penson lived, or at the 
sacrifice hut Avhere his spirit may be approached. 
The offerings are made by some descendant or 
relative of the deceased chief, generally by his 
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successor in office. In one instance near Blantyre 
the dead chief had heen the chief of a trihe which 
had been conquered and its members scattered fay 
the present chief of the country. When a sacrifice 
was made, a member of the conquered tribe— a 
relative of the deceased — had to be found to offer 
the sacrifice, as likely to he more acceptable to 
the spirit whose favour was sought. Among the 
Angoni Nyanjas the offering may take the form of 
an animal in which the spirit of the dead is located, 
and the animal is thereafter looked upon as the 
property of the spirit. If it is a fowl or goat, it is 
not usually separated from its fellows, hut if it is 
an ox — usually dedicated to chiefs only — a special 
kraal may he built for it and a special caretaker 
set apart. 

(c) Sacrifices are made to the spirits of dead 
relatives or friends — a little flour, beer, a fowl, or a 
goat, part of which is made the offering, the re- 
mainder being partaken of by the friends of the 
adsuknru, or ofl'erer. Where the spirit of the dead 
has been located in any article of household use, 
the ofiering is placed close to it. 

5. Initiation ceremonies. — Amon" the whole of 
the Nyanja-speaking peoples there is no initiation 
ceremony for males and no rite of circumcision. 
This shows that they had not come under the 
influence of the coast Arab or Muhammadan. 
There is, however, in the case of females a cere- 
mony of initiation at the age of puberty. The 
period of instruction varies among the diflerent 
sections of the tribe from one or two days to a 
month. During this period the girls live in a hut 
apart by themselves and are instructed by old 
women in the duties and acts of the married state. 
There is no form of mutilation or circumcision, but 
the girls are taught by manual manipulation to 
prepare the organs for the marital acts. When 
the married woman becomes pregnant for the first 
time, the old women again take her aside and 
instruct her in the mysteries of childbirth and 
motherhood. 

6. Marriage. — In the marriage ceremony of the 
Nyanja people the chief agents, next to the persons 
themselves, are the ‘ sureties’ (ankhosioe), by whom 
the marriage is arranged and on whom the responsi- 
bility for its well-being depends. They are usually 
the brothers or some very near relatives of the con- 
tracting parties. The man and woman take no 
part in the preliminary negotiations ; everything 
IS done for tliem by their respective ‘ sureties.’ 
Should difficulties arise between the husband and 
wife, the duty of making reconciliation or of per- 
mitting a divorce lies with the ‘sureties,’ and 
without their consent no alteration in the condition 
of husband and udfe is sanctioned. 

The woman remains in the village of her parents, 
where the husband buUds her a hut if her father 
has not already built one for her. The mother- 
in-law expects help from him in the hoeing of her 
garden. Beyond this the husband has no other 
indebtedness to his wife’s 'family. When the hut 
is ready, the husband makes his -wife’s village his 
home. If he has other -wives, he pays it periodical 
visits. There is no marriage ceremony beyond the 
entry of the husband into the wife’s hut. Should 
the husband prove impotent, this is a ground for 
disannulling tue marriage at once. The first-bom 
child is named by the husband’s relatives, and, 
when other children are bom, it goes to the home 
of the mother-in-law and is reared by her, ‘ in the 
place of the daughter whom she has lost.’ 

The custom of ukulohola, or payment by the 
husband to the -wives’ relatives, does not exist 
among the Nyanja tribes. Only in the northern 
districts, where they are in close touch with the 
Angoni (Zulu) tribe, does one find the custom 
occasionally introduced 


Wives are inherited from the maternal uncle 
alonw with other property. The uncle’s head-wife 
may oecome the' head-wife of his successor. More 
generally she-is allowed to retire into private life, 
and her place as head-wife may be taken either by 
the successor’s first -wife or by some other of the 
inherited wives. Sepjiration is common, the cause 
generally being adultery on the woman’s part or 
neglect on the husband’s part. The matter is 
decided by the ‘ sureties.’ If divorce is sanctioned, 
the husband hands over some small article (kiiper- 
eka imibvi, ‘ to hand over an arrow ') to the wife 
as a token of her freedom, and without this cere- 
mony no divorce is complete. The whole marriage 
principle is simple. The woman is the property 
of her clan or family, and so are the children. 
Hence the husband makes his home with his wife’s 
relatives. This is altogether a different state of 
society from that in which the husband takes the 
wife to his home — in which case he must pay the 
vkitlobola ns compensation to her family for the 
loss of the woman and her children. 

7. Witchcraft and disease. — The power of witch- 
craft belongs to a certain clan of witches {afiti). 
Their object in seeking this power is to obtain 
the means by which they may avenge themselves 
on their enemies and destroy their fellow-beings. 
As they keep this power by eating human flesh, 
they may be supposed also to exercise it that they 
may secure the necessary food. They work their 
spells by means of ‘ medicines,’ which they keep in 
small antelope’s horns, and hence they themselves 
are euphemistically described as a nyanga, ‘ they 
of the horns.’ 

The afiti have their enemies, who are bent on 
their discovery and destruction. These may be 
renegade afiti, who turn their knowledge to the 
destruction of their old associates. The seketera, 
or setekera, the ‘ throat - cutter,’ is the most 
commonly recognized of these enemies. The 10a 
nyundo, ‘he 01 the hammer,’ is another. By 
means of more powerful medicine they compel the 
afiti to reveal themselves, when they attack them, 
the one with his knife, the other %vith his hammer. 
The afiti form' a secret society into which only the 
initiated are admitted. The fear of tliem hangs 
a dark cloud over the whole of native life, and the 
superstition is the cause of more deaths than aU 
the diseases of the climate put together. 

The mabisalira is a professional witch-finder, 
enernlly a woman, who is known over a large 
istrict, and who is called in when all other means 
of inquiry have failed. SShe obtains her power by 
means of medicine, which she purchases or other- 
wise secures from another member of the craft. 
In the process of her divination she works herself 
into a frenzy and her audience into a state of 
excitement by a weird dance, accompanied by 
physical contortions and bodily postures such as 
enter into all native dancing. She seizes and 
smells the hands of the bystanders till she is able 
to fix on the guilty person, whom she names. In 
the course of her performance she digs up -uith a 
spear the various boms of medicines and charms 
which have formed the suspect’s stock-in-trade. 
In this wa-v the -village is purged of all occult 
agencies. The mabisalira has also the power of 
expelling from any person tiie afiti power which 
he may nave acquired without realizing what its 
possession meant. By application of medicines 
the patient is caused to vomit, and in this way 
gets rid of the occult powers which he has acquired. 
Of course, against an accusation by a mabisalira 
the accused has always the resources of apj)eal to 
the poison ordeal (see § 9). 

Disease has its origin in witchcr.aft, -whatever be 
its nature. The same applies to all accidents, 
epidemics, losses, and misWtunes. Although a 
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disease may be acknowledged as contagious or 
infectious, its ultimate origin is always to be 
found in the dark operations of the afiti. Hence 
medicines are almost always charms, working 
through occult powers. No doubt experience and 
experiment have led the native to acknowledge 
the medicinal value of certain substances, and for 
external diseases the application of certain drugs 
is recognized to have its curative effect. But for 
the treatment of deep-seated or unknow disease 
it is to the occult powers of charms that resort is 
always had. 

8. Fetishes and charms. — Among the northern 
branches^ of the Nyanja tribe, the Achewa and 
tlie Achipeta, as has already been pointed out, 
certain articles may become the abode of the 
spirits and are fetishes, objects of reverence as well 
as worship. Among the southern branches of the 
tribe there is no such belief, except iu so far as the 
spirit of the dead may be believed to enter into 
some wild animal. Charms, however, are used and 
worn among all classes and for almost every variety 
of purpose. They range from the application of 
some medicinal herb either as an ointment or as 
an ash rubbed into incisions made in the skin of 
the affected part, or the little twigs worn in the 
necklace to cure a headache or toothache, to 
the big bag of medicine worn round the neck of 
the elephant-hunter by which he brings the game 
within reach and range of his guns and obtains 
accuracy in shooting. Charms are worn to secure 
safety on a journey, success in trading or in war, 
and to protect the hut from the visits of the dreaded 
a^ti, or the garden from the depredations of wild 
pigs or thieves. Doubtless these charms were 
originally fetishes, endowed with occult power 
from being the abode of some spirit. Now, how- 
ever, in the native mind they are entirely dis- 
sociated from any spirit-possession, and the powers 
which they possess are ascribed to the articles 
themselves. 

9. Divination. — (a) Lots. — Divination is by 

means of tila, ‘ lots,’ which are resorted to on all 
occasions of doubt, or when the disclosure of secrets 
is desired. For the discovery of such crimes as 
witchcraft, tlieft, or adultery it is tlie invariable 
means. The lots are consulted whenever the 
fortunes of the future are in doubt, as before going 
on a journey, making war, or starting on a hunting 
expedition. The itTa exist in a large variety of 
forms, from simple divination by means of the 
position in which small pieces of a cup or plate fall 
when thrown out of a dish to the or ordeal 

by boiling water, and the use of the divining-rod. 
In the last the holder of the rod grasps it by both 
hands, and is dragged by it to the spot where the 
object sought for is concealed or where the guilty 
individual is to be found. 

(b) The, poison ordeal. — The poison ordeal 
(mwabvi) is the supreme court of appeal for a final 
declaration on all questions of innocence or guilt. 
The verdict of the nla or the mabisalira may be 
refused or denied ; the verdict of the poison ordeal 
is accepted by both parties as a final closing of the j 
case. It consists of a decoction of the bark of the 
mwabvi-tree, which is pounded in a mortar with a 
certain quantitj' of water warmed by means of a 
hot stone dropped into it, and given to tiie accused 
or appellant to drink. Sometimes both parties 
drink together to assert the truth of their assevera- 
tions. Upon the effect of tlie poison hangs the 
verdict. If the accused dies, he is guilty, and, the 
case being thus decided against him, his friends 
and relatives have to pay compensation for the 
crime which he committed. If the accused vomits, 
he is innocent, and the accusers, having made a 
false accusation, have to pay compensation to tlie 
person whom they thus defamed. 


The poison ordeal is administered in several 
ways. (1) It may be drunk by the accused himself 
in the presence of the accusers. As soon as the 
poison begins to show that it is to have a fatal 
effect, the accuser and his friends usually set upon 
their victim and beat him or otherwise maltreat 
him till he dies. The body may then be burned, 
or thrown into the bush to be devoured by beasts 
of prey or vultm'es. It is never given ordinary 
bunal. (2) The poison may be administered to 
some domestic animal, a fowl or a dog, and by the 
.result the innocence or guilt of the accused is 
declared. (3) Among the Angoni Nj’anjas the 
poison is administered to villages or even districts, 
m order to clear them of the accusation or suspicion 
of witchcraft, or to purge them of all persons 
suspected of using occult powers. Not infrequently, 
if an Angoni chief doubted the loyalty of any of 
his villages, he would order a wholesale drinking 
of the poison. In this way many deaths occurred, 
whole villages being sometimes almost entirely 
I wiped out. 

10. Social organization. — The chief sitting in 
the council of his elders or headmen is the head of 
j all authority and the highest court of law in his 
I country. Decisions may be given in smaller cases 
by the headmen, but all serious cases are taken to 
the chief’s court for final decision. War is declared 
by the chief alone. None of his people can go on 
a foray without his consent. The chief is respon- 
sible for the acts of his subjects. The members of 
a village or clan are all held individually responsible 
for the actions of any of their fellow-members. 
There is no criminal law nor such a thing_ as 
‘crime’ in native law. All offences are civil 
offences — against property-— and so may be atoned 
for by payment according to the amount of damage 
done. This is the fundamental principle at the 
root of native law. The native wnose goods have 
been stolen fails to see the justice of merely im- 
prisoning the thief while the stolen property is 
left unrestored. Under native law the thief would 
have been obliged to make restitution for the 
stolen goods, or his relatives would have paid the 
amoimt for him. Assault on the person i8_ com- 
pensated for by a monetary payment according to 
the amount of the injury inflicted. Adultery is 
punishable by death or by payment of a slave or the 
value of a slave. It is, in native law, an offence 
against the property or rights of the husband. 

The line of descent being through the mother 
and the laws of property demanding that it be 
kept within the clan, inheritance falls to the 
brother by the same mother ; failing him, to the 
oldest sister’s son. The heir takes the name as 
well as the property of the deceased. No one pan 
fall heir to two names. Under the native rdgime 
monogamy is the rule and polygamy the exception. 
Wealth or inheritance alone is re.sponsibIe for 
polygamy. 

Litbratube. — D. and C. Livingstone, Karr, of an ErptrK- 
(ton to the Zambesi and its Tributaries, London, 1865 ; D. C. 
Scotty An SncyclopcEdic Diet, of the Mang^anjd 
Edinburgh, 1892; H. Ro-mler, Story of the Universities’ itissum 
to Central AfrieOt London, 1866; D« Macdonald, Afncana. 
do. 1882; R. S. Rattray, Chinyanja Folklore, Songs, and 
Stories, do. 1907; H. H. Johnston, British Central Africa, 
London, 1893. A. HeTHEBWICK. 

NYSYA . — Nydya in Sanskrit signifies ‘Logic,’ 
and is the title of the latest of the six philo- 
sophical systems of the Brahmans. These are m 
order the Sankliya, Yoga, MimamsS, Vedfinto, 
Vai^esika, and Nyaya. Its founder is Icnomi eitfmr 
by his gentUio name of Gotama (Gautama) or by 
a nickname which has lost its opprobrious mcanmg 
and has supplanted the personal name, AksapSaa, 

‘ the eye-footed,’ t.e. with the eyes directed on the 
feet. 
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The name of ‘Logic’ has heen given to the 
system, because it treats of formal logic in the 
rnost exhaustive manner, and this forms its prin- 
cipal theme. In the first sentence of Gotama’s 
text-hook, the Nyat/a-sutras, •which -were composed 
c. 160 B.C., sixteen logical ideas are found enumer- 
ated, with the characteristic addition that the true 
knowledge of their nature leads to the attainment 
of final emancipation, t.e. the release of the sod 
from the cycle of existence. Nothing shows more 
clearly the dominant position assumed hy formal 
logic m the Nyaya system. 

Gotama’s logic enjoys great popularity in India, 
and for a long time has served as the foundation 
of all philosophical research, as is shown hy the 
fact that the terminology of the Nyaya has found 
its way into the later text-hooks of all the other 
schools. The Nyaya philosophy, however, is in 
no way limited to logic and didectic, hut claims 
to be a complete philosophical system. Regarded 
as such, it is only a further development and com- 
pletion of the VaiSesika system (see art. Vai5e- 
siKA), from which it has borrowed not only its 
doctrine of atoms and of the origin of the universe, 
hut also its psychology. Just as in the philosophy 
of the VaiSesika, so according to the doctrine of 
the NySya, souls are infinite and eternal, possess 
definite qualities, and are only by means of the 
material organ of thought which they possess 
capable of experience and knowledge. Neverthe- 
less the Nyaya philosophy is set to a different key 
from that of the system of the VaiSesika. In har- 
mony -with the older systems in its theory of the 
universe it maintains the consistent pessimism and 
the ascetic character which above everything else 
require the suppression of the desire for action ; 
and in connexion with this it again presents de- 
liverance from the misery of empirical existence, 
t.c. the attainment of a condition of absolute 
unconsciousness, as the supreme goal of human 
endeavour — prominent characteristics which in 
the Vai^e§ika philosophy (at least in Kanada’s 
text-book) appear toned do-»vn to a remarkable 
degree. 

In all the Indian systems the means by ■which 
knowledge may be attained are discussed, now a 
greater and now a less number of methods being 
recognized, but nowhere is the subject so fully 
expounded as in the Nyaya. Here four sources 
of true knowledge are recognized : (1) perception 
ipratyaksa), (2) inference {anumdna), (3) analogy 
(iipamana), (4) credible testimony (iabda). It is 
obvious, however, that inference, as the only re- 
liable means of attaining philosophical knowledge, 
completely overshadows the other three. There 
are three kinds of inference: (1) inference from 
the cause to the effect {jiiirvavat), -when, for in- 
stance, from the rising clouds the conclusion^ is 
drawn that a storm of rain is impending ; (2) in- 
ference from the effect to the cause {iesavat), when, 
for instance, from the swelling of the rivers it is 
inferred that rain has fallen in the uplands; (3) 
conclusion as to something beyond the reach of 
the senses only to be known in the abstract 
[sarnSnyato drs(a), "when, for example, the individ- 
ual senses are made the foundation on which to 
base a general conception of the instrument of 
perception. The distinction usual in European 
logic since the time of Aristotle between induction 
and deduction was strangely enough never made 
in India.* 

The syllogism of the Ny&ya consists of five mem- 
bers, which are illustrated by the standing example 
of fire inferred from the smoke on the mountain : 

(1) Proposition (pratijfid) : there is fire on the 
mountain. 

1 Ct. Mrx Muller, ZDMB vi. HEOO] 2S5 ; Albert Burk, WZKii 
XV. 11901) 251 n. 


(2) Cause {hetu) : for the mountaiu smokes. 

I (3) Exemplification {dpsianta ) : wherever there 
is smoke there is fire, as, for example, on the hearth 
.in the kitchen. 

(4) Recapitulation of the cause (upanaya)'. the 
mountain smokes. 

(5) Conclusion {nigamana) : therefore there is 
fire on the mountain. 

If this scheme is contrasted with the simple 
threefold syllogism of Aristotle, it is seen to be 
unnecessarily diffuse, since the members (4) and (6) 
are, in fact, only repetitions of (2) and (1). The 
aim, however, of the founder of the Nyaya system 
was not in the least to propound the most concise 
form of syllogism possible; he desired to teach 
how best to impart to others a con'viction reached 
by an inference. Thus, from the sphere of logic 
he encroached on that of rhetoric. Even in 
India, therefore, no difficulty was found in accom- 
modating the above-mentioned scheme of five 
members to that of three, to which we are accus- 
tomed. The conception on which the theory of 
the syllogism of the Nyaya rests bears the name 
of ‘invariable association’ (vydpti). Instead of 
starting as we do with an affirmative proposition, 
universally valid — ‘ All smoke presumes the exist- 
ence of fire’ — the Nyaya philosophy asserts the 
‘invariable association’ of smoke with fire. The 
sign observed {lihga) — in this instance the smoke 
— IS ‘ invariably associated ’ (vyapya) ; the vehicle 
of the sign which is to be inferred [lingin)~m 
this instance the fire — is the ‘ invariable associate ’ 
(pySpaka). Logically the conception is quite cor- 
rect, although ■Sie form of the expression conveys 
to us a suggestion of strangeness. For smoke is 
always and unconditionally associated with fire, 
but not rice versa fire with smoke ; for there is 
smokeless fire. The definitions of the conceptions 
here mentioned, and the doctrines of their applica- 
tion, not only occupy a large place in the literature 
proper of the Nyaya ^stem, but have a wider 
range in the philosophical systems of India. 

The conception which the Nyaya philosophy 
presents of causality is somewhat different from 
that of the older systems, in which only two kinds 
of causes are admitted, the material and the 
effective. The material cause of a thing {upadana- 
kdrana) is the matter from which it proceeds or 
of which it is composed or consists ; the effective 
cause {nimittakdrana) is both the motive-power 
from which it originates and the means by 'which 
it is produced. The material cause of a given 
object is always the same, and therefore is de- 
scrilied as the chief cause. 'The effective causes, on 
the other hand, of which frequently a whole series 
present themselves, need not be the same in similar 
cases, and are therefore termed also accompanying 
or secondary causes [sahakdrikdrana). In place of 
the expression ‘material cause,’ wliich is elsewhere 
customary, theNyaya phUosophy employs in exactly 
the same sense the term ‘ inhering cause ’ (,sania- 
vdyikdrana), with evident reference to the sixth 
category of the VaiSesika system, and together 
irith the two kinds of causes here named postu- 
lates a third, the ‘ not-inhering cause’ [asama~ 
vdyikdrana), which -we may describe as ‘ formal.’ 
To use the ordinary example of the Nyaya books, 
in the case of a carpet the threads are the inhering 
cause, the combination of the threads the not- 
inhering cause; the weaver’s tools, his diligence 
and skiil, and the weaver himself are the effective 
causes. The carpet itself is the inhering cause of 
its qualities ; the qualities of the threads are the 
not-inhering cause of the qualities of the carpet. 

The most important features of the Nyiiya philo- 
sophy have here been set forth. But the system 
further treats of the meaning of numerous logical 
conceptions, and of fallacies, sophisms, and other 
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errors of speech, accompanied always with elaborate 
and subtle classifications and subdivisions. To 
those desirous of investigating the subject further, 
the able article of H. Jacobi on ‘ Indian Logic ’ may 
be recommended.* 

One point of importance remains to be noticed, 
which has to do with the VaiSesika system as well 
as with the Nyaya. 

The Vaiiesika- and Nyava-sutras, the treatises 
upon which the two schools are founded, contain 
no mention of God. Since they, moreover, assert 
the eternal and uncreated nature of both soul and 
matter, and conceive the fate of the individual in 
harmony with the universal Indian view as the 
result of his good and evil deeds in the present or 
earlier existences, there can be no doubt of the 
originally atheistic character of both systems. 
Probably we ought to recognize here the influence 
of the Sankhya ^stem ; and in fact the doctrines 
of theVaiSefika-Nyaya, although in several respects 
opposed to the Sankhya, seem, on the other hand, 
to be dependent upon it in some of their funda- 
mental tenets. When later the Vai^esika and 
Nyaya systems came to be blended together, 
the combined school adopted theistic views, but 
never saw in the personal God, whom they 
assumed, the creator of matter. Their tlieology 
is set forth in the Kusumanjali of Udayanacharya 
(c. A.D. 1300), and in various later works which 
discuss the two systems in common. According 
to the vieAV which they hold in harmony with 
the doctrine of the Yoga, God is a distinct soul 
like the other individual souls, and these are 
equally with Him eternal. He is, however, dis- 
tinguished from them by the fact that He alone 
possesses the attributes of omniscience and omni- 
potence, which qualify Him for the government of 
the universe ; and that, on the other hand, He lacks 
those attributes which result in the entanglement 
of all other souls in the cycle of e.xistence. 

Literatdrb.— F. Max MiiUer, Six Sy stems of Indian Philo- 
s^hy, London, 1899, ch. viii. ; M. Monier-Williams, Indian 
TVisdom^, London, 1893 ; Sarva-darSana-sahgraha, tr. E. B. 
Cowell and A. E. Gough^, London, 1894, ch. xi. 

R. Garbe. 

NYIKA. — I. Distribution. — ‘Nyika (Wanyika),’ 
also ‘Wanika’ and in the Portuguese records 
‘ Vanica,’ is a name applied to several Bantu tribes 
in E. Africa. It is not an ethnic designation, as it 
simply means ‘people of the wilderness,’^ and 
appears to have been used by the Swahili to 
denote a set of tribes who, during the 16th cent., 
migrated down the coast in a south-westerly direc- 
tion from the steppes on the left bank of the Tana. 
It is not used indiscriminately for the inland 
natives, as the Taita, Pokomo, Segeiu, and Kamba 
do not seem ever to have been included under it, 
though the first three, at any rate, are probably 
connected in some way with the nine tribes to 
whom it has — whether arbitrarily or not — been 
assigned. These are distributed as follows : 

(1) The Giryama, in the country north and south of Mt. 
ilangea, which lies, roughly spe-aking;, about S9’ 40' E. by 3’ 
20' S. They extend bej ond the Sabaki— in foot, the important 
settlement of Garashi lies north of that river; and in recent 
years single families have been minting farther and farther 
north, even beyond the Tana. Their southern boundary is the 
Jlleji, the stream which crosses the road from Babal to Kaloleni. 

(2) Ibe RavaiS between the Mleji and the Mtsapuni stream, 
the latter bSng about half-way between Babai Boma and 
Uazera’s station on the Uganda Railway. 

(.3) The Duruma, west of the Mtsapuni. They are said to be 
partly descended from a number of Mnkua brought to Mombasa 
by a Portuguese known as ‘ Bwana Kigozi ’ (De Goes t). 

1 GOy, phiI..histor. KLasse, 1901, p. 40011. 

3 A'ytia, in Stvahili, originally meant ‘grass,' and is used for | 
the ‘bush steppe,' the open ground covered with coarse grass | 
and scrub, as distinguished from the forest, muitu, 

3 r here denotes the ‘ bilabi.al r,’ which is the sound used by 
the people themselves. TTie Swahili call them * Warabai,' and 
the name in this form has been oflicially given to the district. 
It docs not belong to the present mission station (founded by 
Kebraann in 1850), which is properly called Eisulutini. 


(4) The Digo, west of the Duruma and extending over the 
border into German E. Africa, where they occupy the hinter- 
land of Tanga (Baumann, Csamiara und seine Sachbargcbiete, 
pp. 144-161). These four ore the larger Nyika tribes; the 
remaining five are (now, at any rate) of less importance. Thev 
are chiefly found on the ridge of hills running southward from 
the Voi river, between the Giryama country|and the sea. 

(6) The Kauma have their principal kaya, or fortified village, 
about a daj-'s march south of Mtanganyiko on the Voi river 
(which runs into the Kilifl creek). Some of them live north of 
the Sabaki, near Garashi. 

(6) The Chonyi, whose kaya lies south of Kayo Kauma. There 
are also a few of them near Garashi. 

(7) The Dzihana (Jibana), a few miles south of Kaya Ohonyl, 
on the way to Ribe. Their clan-names (see below) seem to 
indicate a close connexion with Chonyi. 

(8) The Kambe (not to be confounded with the Kamba of 
Ukambani, the district south-east of Nairobi) have one kaya 
between Jibana and Ribe (but a little off the main road) and 
another (Kaya Kamba ya Bate) north of the Sabaki, near Jilore. 

(9) The Rihe (‘ Ribe ') are a small tribe living almost within 
sight of Mombasa and a few miles from Babai. The old kaya is 
not quite an hour’s wolk from the present (Methodist) mission 
village of Ribe. 

Krapf (Eeisen in Ost-Afrika, i. 180) mentions 
twelve tribes of ‘ Wanika,’ but nowhere gives a 
definite list of them. He incidentally refers to 
the tribes of Shimba and Mtawi (ii. 91), who are 
subdivisions of the Digo, and on the same page 
mentions the Lnngo tribe ‘der zu den Wadigo- 
Stammen der Wanika gehbrt,’ so that it is not 
clear whether he reckons it separately. He may, 
however, have reckoned as the twelfth the Tiwi, 
which he does not mention, hut which occurs in an 
Arabic MS of which translations are published 
by both Owen (Narrative of Voyages, i. 418) and 
G:Vijil\B.m{Bocu'mentssurV hist . . . ael'Afriqve orien- 
tate, i. 618). Among the ‘cities of the Vaniknt’ 
(eridently meaning the kayas) enumerated in this 
MS, nine can easily be identified as the tribes given 
above ; the others are Mta3vi, Mtawi-Shimba (prob- 
ably an offshoot of the former), Tiwi, and Lungo, 
There is a village called Tiwi about half-way be- 
tween Mombasa and the German frontier, and on 
the Shimba hills, just south of Mombasa, are several 
Digo villages somewhat isolated from the rest of 
the tribe, to which, no doubt, all four names really 
belong. 

2 . Origin. — The general native tradition is that 
the Wanyika come from Sunpvaya (Sliungwaya, 
Shingwaya), the native name for the plains on the 
left bank of the Tana (Hollis, JBAI xxx. 276, n.). 
They are said to have been driven thence by the 
, Galla. According to the old headman of Kaya 
Kauma, this happened thirteen generations ago. 
Some say that all the Wanyika are descended from 
Matseze and his wife Mbodze, who lived near 
Sungwaya.* 

Another Kauma informant told the writer that, 
at the time of the migration, the Pokomo (q.v.) 
were already settled in the Tana valley and the 
Segeju in the delta of the same river, ‘from the 
ola Ozi to Chadoro.’ The former preferred to 
submit to the Galla, and were treated as their serfs 
' till within the last fifty years ; the latter marched 
south with the Wanyika till they arrived at or 
near their present abode, viz. the neighbourhood 
of Tanga, though there are some witliin British 
territory, south of Gasi (Baumann, p. 25f.). The 
Wanyika appear to have remained with them for 
'some time ; but, as their numbers increased, they 
sent off three successive swarms northward, the 
first being the Kauma, the second the Rabai (who, 
according to this informant, built their knya oX 
Mbuyuni, notfarfrom whatis now Mazera’s station 
on the Uganda Railway, migrating afterwards to 
Rabai J^ia, where Krapf found them), and the 
last the Duruma, who seem to have settled much 
about where they now are. Krapfs_ account (i. 
4U ; cf. also bis Diet, of the Sualiili Language, 
London, 18S2, s.v. ‘Mutsi muiru’) at first .sight 

* Kear Kaloleni, in Oirj'ama, is the prave of another Mbodre, 
hy some said to be a descendant of the first, where rain*niaKinjf 
ceremonies are performed In time of drougrht. 
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BeeniB incompatible "with the above ; he says (and 
thiB iB borne out by a MS kindly placed at the 
present -writer’s disposal by Miss Austin) that they 
came from Kombo in Chaga and built their haya on 
Mriale hill, -where the site is still shown, though 
quite overgro^vn with forest. Thence they moved 
to Eabai ya Kale (‘ Old Eabai,’ or Vokera), and 
later to Eabai Mpia (‘ Now Eabai’), which had, in 
1845, been occupied only for about 30 years (Krapf, 
i. 251). He gives no very clear indication as to 
the site of Eabai ya Kale, which he -visited more 
than once (i. 215, 230), but it seems to have been 
near the head of the Jomvu creek. 

As this migration is evidently much later than 
the other, it was probably a return movement. 
There is nothing to prevent our supposing that 
some, if not all, of the Wanyika had reached the 
neighbourhood of Kilimanjaro, or that they were 
joined by some of the Chaga clans when they once 
more set their faces northward. The MS above 
referred to states that Chonyi and Dzihana are off- 
shoots of this tribe. 

A note of time for the southward migration from 
Sungwaya is furnished by the recorded fact that 
the ‘ Mosseguejos’ assisted the Portuguese, in 
1589, to defend Malindi against the Wazimba 
(Guillain, i. 402 ; Baumann, p. 26 ; Strandes, Die 
Poriugiesenzeit von Deutsch- und Englisch - Ost~ 
afrika,y_, 153). 

The Giryama are said by some to have come from 
the Taita hills and to be quite distinct from the 
Wanyika who came out of Sungwaya. The prob- 
able solution is suggested by other informants, 
according to whom the Giryama and Taita tribes 
left Sungwaya together and settled down, as did 
the Wanyika and Wasegeiu. Later, the Giryama, 
leaving the others behind, went north again and 
established themselves on Mt. Mangea, which is 
looked on by some as their original centre of dis- 
persion (Krapf, i. 359 ; Wakefield, Thomas Wake- 
pelcP, p. 60). The Kambe insist that they left 
Sungwaya as a separate tribe, along with the 
Kauma, of whom the Eihe are an offshoot. But 
‘the Kibe are the most ancient of all the Nyika 
sub-tribes, and if members of all the sections meet 
together, the Kibe representative has the right to 
speak first’ (Hollis, MS information). Probably 
some of these conflicting accounts are to be explained 
by the fact that the tribes are not always homo- 
geneous. Thus, some perplexity was occasioned 
by a statement that the Pokomo came from Taita. 
This appears to mean that, when the Eabai left 
Mriale, they ‘ split up into several sections, going 
respectively to Pokomo, Chonyi, Jibana, Mtahi, 
and Mtongwe, ... To this day the section which 
went to Pokomo are said to be distinguishable by 
their Eabai names' (Austin, MS). This is con- 
firmed by members of the Pokomo tribe. 

3. Physical characteristics. — The Giryama pre- 
sent a well-marked physical type : they are tall, 
many well over 6 ft., muscular and well made, with 
a peculiar breadth of head and squareness of face ; 
the complexion is a very dark brown ; the nose, as a 
rule, not excessively flat. Similar types are some- 
times found among the Eabai, but these are far 
less homogeneous; their situation, within easy 
reach of Mombafia and in touch with several inland 
tribes, exposed them to frequent contact -with 
strangers who came to trade and frequently settled 
down and intermarried with them. Be_sides,_we 
find that, as long ago as 1614, Eabai was inhabited 
by the slaves of the Sultan of Mombasa (Guillain, i. 
419), and these -would be ara^vn trom various parts. 
Many of the present inhabitants are freed slaves, 
or the children of such, belonging to the Nyanja, 
Yao, Ngindo, and other tribes. The Duruma are 
far from homogeneous, perhaps for the reason 
already stated. The population of Elbe is also 


very mixed. Chonyi and Jibana may perhaps 
represent the primitive Eabai rather better than 
those who go under the latter name. 

The Digo ‘ are slender and remarkably well built ;■ they have 
pleasant, oval laces, in which the negro type is not exaggerated, 
and which decidediy Indicate an affinity with the northern 
Hamitic tribes, such as the Gaila and Somali. The predominant 
colour of their skins is a shade between cinnamon and cofEee- 
brown ; but, as might be expected, innumerable gradations 
occur’ (Baumann, p. 145). 

4. Social organization, — (a) Clans . — ^All these 
trib es are organized on a basis of exogamous clans, 
among which, however, there are important dis- 
tinctions, The Giryama trace descent through the 
father, as do the Kauma and Kambe, Chonyi, 
pzihana, and Eihe. The Digo and Duruma trace 
it through the mother, and the Eabai appear to be 
passing from one stage to the other. They have 
two sets of clans, called ‘ male ’ and ‘ female ’ — the 
men belonging to the first, and the women to the 
second. A man inherits two clans, his father’s 
and his mother’s, but for all practical purposes he 
is counted as belonging to his father’s, while the 
reverse is the case with his sister. The statement 
that one of the Dzihana clans is ‘ a women’s clan ’ 
seems to indicate that this tribe may once have 
had a similar arrangement. We have a hint of the 
change from matrilineal to patrilineal descent in 
the case of the Kauma, in a pedigree which goes 
back for seven generations in the male line, then 
changes to the female; also perhaps in the fact 
that the tribal ancestress, Mbodze, is always named 
before her husband, Matseze.^ 

A former Assistant District Commissioner at Eabai saya : ' It 
is probably not very long since the Northern Nyika passed from 
the stage when mother-right obtained, for 1 remember a case 
... in 180S, of a Eabai man suing his nephew for seizing the 
estates of his deceased father ’ (HoUis, JIS). 

(b) The kaya. — The kaya is intimately connected 
with the clan-organization. It is usually situated 
on a hill-top in the densest part of the forest (Kaya 
Jibana has a particularly commanding situation 
and difficult approach); it is surrounded by a 
circular palisade of stout stakes, with two gate- 
ways at opposite points, closed by heavy wooden 
doors and approached by a steep and narrow path- 
way. Usually there are three gateways at each 
entrance — perhaps there was formerly a triple pali- 
sade, but, since people have been able to live outside 
the kaya, the defences have fallen into decay. 
Kaya Eihe and Eabai Mpia are now deserted, 
though the latter is still used for assemblies of the 
elders, and the mwanza is kept there ; and, in the 
former, the site of the old council-house can still 
be traced. The moro, or councQ-honse, is the 
meeting-place of the men, and serves the purposes 
both of a parliament-house and of an ordinary club. 
At Garaslii and both the Kambe kayas it seemed 
to be open to strangers ; at Kaya Kauma, though 
the place was pointed out, the present writer was 
not allowed even to approach it. Should any 
unauthorized person (i.c. one not belonging to the 
order of elders, or armed -ivith their permission) go 
there, it was said that he would fall down in a fit 
and not recover till treated by the elders. Besides 
the moro each clan [mbari), or in most cases each 
of the larger di-vdsions of the tribe (usually consist- 
ing of several mbari), has its club-house (huanda, 
but the Swahili word baraza is often used), Tound 
which the huts of the families belonging to that 
section are grouped. Evidently the only name for 
these larger rmits is kahila, from the S-wahili ; it 
is possible that they were originally mbari which 
branched off into the smaller divusions now kno-wn 
by that name, and it is sometimes difficult to keep 
the two sets of names distinct. There are five 
sections of the Kauma tribe : the Antlarari, Adza- 
kaa, Amongwe, Adzundza, and Amvitsa, compris- 

I This ia noi accidental, (or the present -writer was expressly 
corrected by an old man when mentioning them in the reverse 
order. 
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ing seventeen mhari ; but there are only two dub- 
houses, the Amvitsa and Amongwe sharing one 
opposite the north gate of the kaya, the other 
three the corresponding southern one. At Kaya 
Chonyi, l)owever, eleven out of seventeen mhari 
have a haraza each ; the remaining six share three 
between them, Mrhaps indicating a recent sub- 
division. Kaya Dzihana and Kaya Kibe each have 
(or had) four barazas. 

(c) Totemism. — There are traces of totemism, 
though, as far as our present state of knowledge 
goes, it seems to be almost forgotten. The Giryama 
clans ‘ are divided into two sections, according as 
they avoid the kasiji or the katsendzcre bird ’ (RIS 
information communicated by Hobley). The kasiji 
is a tiny finch, sky-blue and grey in plumage ; it is 
never killed or eaten, but it is difficult to determine 
how far it is actually regarded as sacred. The 
kafsendzere. is a still smaller bird, grey, with a 
crimson spot just behind the head. Some of the 
Chonyi clans refuse to eat the loma (ant-bear), an 
animal to which some curious superstitions are 
attached. There are other food-prohibitions, though 
it is not certain whether these have anything to do 
with totemism or not ; Chonyi, and certain clans 
of Kauma and Kambe, may not eat the flesh of the 
funo antelope within their kaya, though there is no 
objection to their doing so elsewhere (Hollis, MS). 

How far the curious veneration for the hyena 
(Krapf, i. 248, and Diet, of the Suahili Language, 
s.v. ‘Fisi’ ; New, Life ... in E. Africa, p. 132; 
Taylor, Giryama Vocabulary, p_. 82) is really 
totemistic is difficult to say. It is not connected 
with any particular clan, as with the Nandi, who 
certainly have a hyena totem (Hollis, The Nandi, 
Oxford, 1909, p. 11 ; some usages with regard to 
the hyena extend to the whole tribe [f6. p. 7]). 
Nor can it be connected with a custom of leaving 
the dead to be devoured by hyenas, for among the 
Nyika tribes the dead are always buried. Sham 
traps were set up on recent graves outside Kaya 
Kauma, to prevent exhumation by hyenas or bush- 
pigs. Neither the Galla nor the Pokomo venerate 
the hyena, though the latter remark on such venera- 
tion as a peculiarity of the Wakoshoro (their name 
for the (jiryama). Giryama of middle age say 
that a man was formerly fined by the elders if he 
killed a hyena, but the regulation is no longer 
observed. 

(d) Government. — ^There is nothing like a para- 
mount chief of any Nyika tribe, though the Digo 
have hereditary sultans, rrith the title kiiho (Hollis, 
JBAI xx.x. 276, 289, and MS information). The 
government is carried on by the ‘ elders ’ (azhere). 
Any member of the tribe who has passed through 
the preliminary degrees (Taylor, pp. 43-45) is 
eligible for entrance into the kambi, or council, on 
payment of the proper fees, the badge of this 
status being an ivory armlet (luvoo). Members of 
the kambi may afterwards be admitted, first to the 
vaya, or ‘ circle of the elders,’ who ‘ may deliberate 
on smaller judicial questions in their OAvn district, 
but are really nothing more than a convivial club’ 
(Taylor, p. 44),andafter\vardsto ‘the Fisi “H 3 'ena” 
—the Inner Circle of all and very select. . . . The 
members of the Hyena inspire great terror, as they 
are the depositories of the most potent spells and 
oracles’ (to. p. 45). From these last two classes 
are chosen the three enye-tsi, ' owners of the land,’ 
who carry on the government during the space of 
a rika (or * circumcision-cycle ’) and then ‘ hand 
over the country’ to their successors, i.e. all those 
circumcised next after them, the ceremony taking 
place about once in thirteen years, which, according 
to one native informant, is the duration of a rika. 
But the collective circumcision-festival is falling 
into disuse, the operation being regarded more and 
more as a purely individual, or at most a family. 


matter; and this, perhaps, is the reason for the 
difierence in a recent account ; 

• There are now among the Wagiryama a considerable number 
of native councils or kambis. An elder more intelligent than 
his confreres soon becomes the nucleus of a kambi and by 
general assent is established as their president (miaanamuli). 
All the people living within the sphere of his influence send 
their elders to the kambi which meets at or near his vUlaco ’ 
(Hobley, MS). 

The whole system seems, in its general features, 
to be common to Nyika, Pokomo, Kamba, Kikuyu, 
and probably other Bantu tribes, also to the Galla 
(Journ. oftheAfr. Soc., 1913, p. 369, 1914, p. 262G.), 
Masai (Hollis, The Masai, Oxford, 1905, pp. 2G0-263), 
and Nandi (Hollis, Nandi, p. 12). The imoanza, or 
friction-drum, used for convening the kambi, is kept 
by the elders in a hut built for the purpose in the 
moro, and carefully hidden from all but the initi- 
ated (Krapf, i. 312 If., where the ceremonies con- 
nected with it recall the W. African poro). It is 
sounded when a new law is to be promulgated, or 
as a signal for dances and other ceremonies which 
take place at the beginning of the rains — usually 
in February. 

5. Religion. — The Nyika, like other Bantu tribes, 
use the name Mulungu, which, according to Taylor 
(p. 47), ‘is often popularly understood as (1) sky, 
(2) luck, (3) manes of father,’ etc. The greater 
part, if not all, of their religions observances seem 
to be connected with ancestor-worship. There 
appear to be some spirits [pepo) which are, or have 
become, distinct from ancestral spirits (Taylor, 
pp. 32, 81) ; of these, Katsumbakazi recalls certain 
mythical beings of Pokomo tradition, and also the 
Zulu legends of the Abatwa (Bnshmen). The 
Duruma say (native MS communicated by Hollis) 
that every person is accompanied by a guardian 
spirit {fcpo) ; it may be ancestral, but, if so, 
the native mind is not apt to perceive any incon- 
gruity between this and the belief that the shade 
(koma) of the dead haunts the vicinity of the grave. 
An important grave is marked by a carved post 
(kigango), sometimes surrounded by other posts 
representing wives or relatives not necessarilj' 
buried in the same place (see photographs taken 
by Captain Knox at Kaya Dziliana, in Man, ix. 
[1909], facing p. 145, with note by Hollis). It is 
here that offerings are made to the koma, usually 
of meal and beer (pomte) ; occasionally a fowl is 
killed (Taylor, p. 81). Possession by spirits is 
frequent (t6. p. 32, and Hollis, MS) and gives rise 
to the usual dances, etc. (cf. the Nigerian Jon); it 
is sometimes induced by dancing, in order to 
obtain information believed to be communicated 
by the spirit, as in a case witnessed by the writer, 
where the mother of a sick child had the appropriate 
remedy revealed to her. Diviners (tsuha mburuga) 
are frequently consulted in case of illness or otlier 
difficulty, and make use of a process analogous to 
the bula of the Baronga, etc. Tliere dp not appear 
to be any professional rain-makers ; in fact, it is 
not rain-making that is attempted in time of 
drought so much as the discoverj' of the persons 
who are keeping back the rain, having buried 
certain charms for the purpose, A ceremony for 
producing rain, however, has sometimes been per- 
formed at the OTavo of Mbodze, and is_ of the 
nature of syrapatiietic magic ; the main point of it 
is the setting up of a kinu (wooden mortar) on the 
grave and filling it with water (native information ; 
cf. also Taylor, p. 82). 

The elders of the firi supply the charms (kirafio) which pro- 
tect crowing crops, etc., and entail a curse on any one who 
removes or disregards them. They, with the rayo, olso 
administer the ordeal (KroAo, kvrva mama) In certain criminal 
cases (Hollis, MS), 

6. Material culture, — ^The material culture^ of 
the Nyika offers some interesting peculiarities. 
Their huts are quite unlike the hemispherical ones of 
the Zulus, the slightly different ones of the Pokomo 
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and Galla, or the circular ones ’\nth a conical roof 
of the Kikuyu, Nyanja, etc. They are rectangular 
in ground-plan, -with a thatched roof descending 
from the ridge-pole to the ground, so that there 
are, properly speaking, no -walls, and the general 
outline is not unlike that of a haystack. Some- 
times this kind of house has straight gahle-ends, 
filled in ivith upright stakes ; more usually the 
ends are sltmed and thatched down to the ground 
like the sides. Those of the Digo are somewhat 
different (Baumann, p. 147), The dress of the men 
is the usual waist-cloth of cotton fabric, with or 
■ivithout an upper cloth draped over one shoulder ; 
the characteristic costume of the women (where 
they have not adopted the two cloths of the 
Swahili women) is the rinda, or kilt, reaching 
from the waist to the knees (i6. p. 146). 

The most usual weapon is the how ; the Giryama 
bow diil'ers slightly in form from that used by the 
Wasanye. The arrows are often poisoned ; in this 
case they are reed-tipped ; otlierwise they have 
barbed iron heads. The Giryama also use the 
parrying-stick (Idpungu), which is very rarely found 
elsewhere in Africa ; and another peculiar weapon 
is a three-sided club {ndata) used for killing snakes. 
They also have swords {mushxi, mufyu), which are as 
much implements as weapons, and smaller knives. 

The Giryama are said to have been once highly 
skilled in metal-work, but now they buy from the 
Kamba the fine copper and iron chains which they 
wear as ornaments and which, so they say, they 
tau"lit the Kamba to make. 

The Nyika live chiefly by agriculture, which is 
mainly the concern of the women ; they keep goats 
and sheep, but few, if any, cattle. In recent years 
they have taken to planting coco-nuts, less for the 
sake of the nuts than for tapping them for palni- 
wine, which formerly they bought from the Swahili. 
The ground is cultivated with the hoe (jemhe) and 
the most usual crops are maize, millet, sweet 
potatoes, beans, pumpkins, etc. 

7. Conclusion. — Different opinions have been 
expressed as to the character 01 the Wanyika, and 
they consist of such various elements that it would 
be difficult to give a compendious judgment of them 
as a whole. The unfavourable estimate, c.g., of 
H, H. Johnston (The Kilima-njaro Expedition, 
London, 1886, p. 42) must be qualified by the con- 
sideration that the Kabai people are a very mixed 
race, consisting largely of ex-slaves, and that a 
starting-point for caravans is much on a level with 
a seaport in the types of character that it presents. 
The Giryama are a vigorous race, full of fine possi- 
bilities ; and the others, with all deductions, contain 
very good material for future development. Their 
old institutions appear to be breaking down, which 
is unfortunate, as there are many important facts 
yet unrecorded ; but, so far as one can judge, this 
is not a symptom of decay, but a stage of growth, 
to be watched with interest and fostered with 
judicious care. 
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Wanderings, and Labours in S. Africa, llondon, 1873 ; E._ S. 
Wakefield, Thomas Wakefield, Missionary and Geographical 
Pioneer in E. Eguatoriai Africa^ do. 1004 ; O. Baumann, 
Ifsambara und seine Nachbargebiele, Berlin, 1891; W. E. 
Taylor, Giryama Vocabulary and Collections, London, 1891 ; 
J. Strandes, Die Portugiesemeit von Deutsch- und Englisch- 
Ostafrika, Berlin, 1899 ; C. Eliot, The E. Africa Protectorate, 
London, 1905 ; W. W. A. FitzGerald, Travels in the Coast- 
lands of British E. Africa and the Islands of Zanzibar and 
Pemba, do. 1898; A. C. Hollis, ‘Notes on the Historj’ ot 
Vumba, E. Africa,' in JEAI xxx. [1900] 275-297, and MS 
information; MS information obt-ained from C. W. Homey, 
Provincial Commissioner, Blombasa, H. R. Tate, District 
Commissioner at Malindi in 1913, and Miss Austin, O.M.S», 
Uabai ; A. Werner, ‘The Bantu Const Tribes of tboE. Africa 


Protectorate,’ in JRAI xlv. [1915] 826 ff., and MS information 
personally collected In E. Africa; A. H. Hardinge, 'Report on 
the Condition and Progress of the E. Africa Protectorate from 
its Commencement to the 20th July,; 1897,’ Parliamentary 
Paper, Africa, no. 7 [1897] [o. 8683]. A. WERNER. 

NYMPHS. — See Nature (Greek), vol. ix. p. 
226». 

NYSA (NiJaij). — The sacred name of Nysa is 
from the beginning an integral element of the 
legend of Dionysos. There is, doubtless, on 
etymological connexion between the two names, 
but their significance escapes us (Diod. iv. 2. 4 : 
At6 /cal Tpaepivra rbv Aibwaor iv tJ Nuirp rvxuv rijs 
mpoerriyoplas ToiJnjs diri Aids ical Ni/aijs).^ The name 
of Nysa first occurs in one of those tantalizing 
passages, of which there are several in Homer, in 
which we get a glimpse into a whole world of 
legend lying behind the Homeric poems. The 
story is tola, merely in outline, of the fate of 
Lykoergos, king of the Edones of Thrace, who 
withstood by violence the spread of the orgiastic 
cult in this its native home : 

Bi TTOTe MCuvofieVoto Atcun^croto Ti0iji>af 
atve Kar* ■^d0eov Nvonjio*', 

‘that erst chased throuen the goodly land of Nysa the nursing 
mothers of Dionysos * (/(. v{. 132 f.). 

As we come down the stream of Greek poetry 
and myth, the name frequently recurs — now as 
that of a mountain, now as that of a city, now, 
again, as that of a nymph fabled to have mothered 
the infant deity; but, whatever its guise, it is 
always a mystic entity, eluding exact analysis and 
baffling all attempts at precise localization. Hence 
it lias been happily described as ‘ in fact, a moun- 
tain which attended Dionysus on his travels’ 
(quotation in J. E. Sandys, Bacchm of Euripide^, 
Cambridge, 1892, line 556). 

The vine, the god’s chief gift to man, must, tt was felt, have 
had somewhere on earth a place of origin, and in much the 
same way os Attica claimed to be, for Greece if not for the 
whole world, the motherland of the olive (Herod, v. 82 :_Wyrroi 
6e sal b>r ehtiiat IjOav aXAoSi ype ovSapov earh Ypovov ezeivovi] «v 
'ABpvpai ; Of. Soph, (Ed, Col, 694 ft, : emv fi’ otov eyta yes 'Ao-iav 
ovie « jroifova) , , , iivrevp.* axeipwvov avroTToiBv, kt\, — where note 
the reference in the opening words (678 f.] : ii>' o 5a«:X‘“Ta5 nel 
AicSwaot ipparevti), BO did various places, nearer or more 
remote, in all parts of the Greek world, claim to be the original 
homeoj the vine (e,g,. Soph. Antig, 1131 : xai oe tivoaiur ipew 
I Ktavppeis oxBai ^Xtopa t a/cra | iroXvordtbvKoc vepsrei — alluding 
to the claim of a Nysa in Eubcea near iEgjo ; of. Soph. frag. 235). 

Hence Herodotos (iii. 97 ; cf. ii. 146) knows of a 
‘sacred Nysa’ [Nierp Up-fj) among the Ethiopians 
who border upon Egypt. Diodoros, who greatly 
exercised himself over the antecedents and early 
history of Dionysos, holds that the scene of his 
birth was in Arabia (in support of wliich opinion 
he is never tired of quoting Hymn. Horn, i. 8 f. : 
(erri fit Tts Nficry, thrarov 6pos, ivOiov CXp, | ryXoC 
4>on'licyj, irxefifiv Myineroia poiwv — which does not 
appear very convincing; see Diod. iii. 66. 3, and 
cf. iv. 2. 3 : rrpis t6 dvrpov rb iv rp Nfiap, Kelfuvov 
pera^b 4 >oii'[k 7 ;s /cal Ntlhov — the cave at any rate is 
vouched for by Hymn. Horn. xxvi. 5f. : Ni/crijt iv 

yvihois' b 5’ difero Trarpbs ?/njTi | dvrpip iv ebtibei ) ; 
but he knows also of a serious claimant in Libya 
(iii. 68. 5), not to speak of a third in India (i. 19. 7). 
SimUarly in poetry, starting as, for Homer, a 
Thracian locality (whether mountain or plain is 
not clear),’ it has already ‘won over into the 
mythical ’ in Soph. frag. 782 : 

offer KuretSoy TTjy fie/ffeuaxtoift/yr^y 

Bporottri Nvo-ov, 6 povKepai^ 

'leucxot p-atav 

oirov Ti? opvi^ ovX‘ ; 

(ap. Strabo, xr, CS7). 

1 P* Kretschiner*8 view. In Am der Anemia, Berlin, 1890, p. 
17 ff., that the clement I've-©? is a moecuUn© form of a Thracian 
yv<roe»*nymph,* or ’daughter,* Is not now accepted. The first 
part of the name Acoweroy Is, of course, from the same root as 
the word Zfvy, and means * god.* 

3 la Apoll. Bhod. Ji. 1214 (ovpea leat ireSiov NisnjiOi’) It Is both 
mountain and plain — though, of course, now far removed from 
Xhracc. 
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Euripides also never commits himself to any 
clear indication of locality. It was not until the 
time of Alexander that the floating mass of legend 
and imagery connected with the name became 
anchored upon a definite spot. Until that time 
came we see Nysa, as the geographical horizon of 
the Greeks -widened, being pushed ever farther 
away towards the edge of the world, a far-off land 
of -wild beauty, fit birtli-place of a god of wine and 
revelry and sensuous delights, who was also con- 
nectea so closely Avith the mystery of life as 
exhibited in vegetation and wild animals. 

The triumphant irresistible bnrstin»of Alexander 
the Great into the secrets of the Far East naturally 
appealed to the imagination of his generation as a 
sort of incarnation of a fabled progress of Bacchus 
through these same regions. The exploits of 
Alexander it Avas that gave birth to the legend of 
the conquest of India and the East by Dionysos, 
rather than the converse ; and the imagination of 
court flatterers Avas exercised to provide diirine 
prototypes of Alexander’s achievements. Being 
himself reputed son of Zeus-Ammon, and Dionysos 
also being, in some stories, a son of Ammon (Diod. 
iii. 68. 2 f.), it Ai’as altogether suitable that 
Alexander should tread literally in the foot- 
steps of his diidne predecessor, and at last 
come upon that very city of Nysa Avhieh had 
existed in the imagination of so many genera- 
tions as built by Dionysos for his wearied Bac- 


chanals, and upon that same Mt. Meros on which 
his troops had refreshed themselves amid its hy 
and laurels : 

voXiv wap* avTOic Nvcrav Atowtrou KTurpal^ jcai opof rb inrip TTjt 
irdXeM? Mtjpoj', atTtcurd^ieMi Kal tov auToS* ictcr<rbv kox d^iTreXov, 

ovSe ravTTjy TeXecrtKopiroj', ktX. (Strabo, XA &S7 ' cl. Arrian, 
Anal/, v. 1 ff.). 

Perhaps these stories were set afoot by Aristobuloj and 
Kleitarchos, who accompanied Alexander’s campaigns (or the 
express purpose of glorifying them. Arrian (foe. ei(.) makes it 
clear that Alexander himself desired and encouraged these 
inventions and flatteries, being by this time far gone in megalo- 
mania. He also makes it clear that sensible people mocked at 
these pretensions (Anab. v. S, criticism by Eratosthenes). It is 
interesting to mark the misplaced ingenuity of these fabulists. 
Alexander could not well be allowed to outdo the god, so 
he merely re-discovers the town which Dionysos founded. 
Herokles, however, was at best but a demi-god, and, besides, 
an ancestor of his own ; consequently there was nothing 
unseemly in feigning that Herakles had failed to capture 
Aornos, which Alexander, a greater son of Zeus, mastered (ib. 
iv. 28, V. 26). Aornos has been identified as Mababan (q.v.), a 
precipitous stronghold above the Indus. The city of Nysa 
which Alexanrler di.scovered is thought to have lain at the loot 
of the peak of Koh-i-Mor,i a culmination of a spur of the Kunar 
range in the district of Bajour, or Bajaur. If so, the Koh-i-llor 
itself will be the Mt. Meros of Arrian. Acconling to T. H. 
Holdich (Geogr. Jmtm. vii. [1896) 42 ff.), a section of the Kifir 
community of Kamdesh^ actually claim a Greek origin, and 
still chant hjTuns to the god who sprang from Gir Nysa 
{• mountain of Nysa ’). Wild vines and ivy growing in profusion 
recall the classical attributes of the region (see the remarkable 
art. above quoted, where, on p. 48, some lines of a hymn are 
translated). 

Literatuke. — T here is nothing known to the present writer 
except stray remarks in commentaries upon the ancient 
passages here quoted. W, J. WOODHOUSE. 
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OAHSPE. — The Book of Oahspe, though little 
knoAvn, possesses considerable interest for students 
of the pathology of religion ; and from this point 
of vieAv it is, perliaps, of greater value even than 
the Book of Mormon (for Avhich see SAINTS, 
Latter-Day). Its author had evidently read 
fairly Avidely, the result being an indigested— -and 
indigestible — farrago of superficial Orientalism, 
Gnosticism, baseless history, fantastic cosmology. 
Freemasonry, spiritualism, and_ fads of every sort, 
combinedL Avith hatred of Cliristianity. _ 

The author of Oahspe Avas an American dentist, 
John Ballou NeAvhrough. According to his preface, 
he Avas a spiritualist AA’ho, about 1881, claimed to 
have received from ‘ angels ’ revelations Avhich_ he 
took on a typewriter for half an hour daily. 
These lucubrations, Avhioh he was forbidden to 
read until, after fifty Aveeks, the AA-hole Avork had 
been ‘ mechanically Avritten through my hands by 
some other intelligence than my oAvn,’ form the 
Book of Oahspe. The followers of the religion 
are to call themselves ‘Faithists,’ and are to be 
pacifists, A’egetarians, and altruists, besides avoid- 
ing intoxicants, drugs, and tobacco, and abolishing 
all competitive systems, national tarifls, national 
legislation, and tlie like. 

To give a full analysis of the some 800 pages of 
Oahspe, Avith its multitudinous ‘ books,’ would be 
futile, and only the most salient points will be 
noted here. The Avork is so named because ‘it 
relates to earth, sky and spirit ’ (Oahspe, v.=«), but is 
not infallible (v.=^). It ‘ is not a destroyer of old 
systems or religions. It reveals a new one, adapted 
to this age, Avherein all men shall be as brethren ’ 

(pref. to 1st ed.). . , ta. -i. mv 

The Supreme Being is named Jehoi-ih ( fronj 
the souiitls the wind nttereth . - . E-O-Ih 
[Book of Jehovih, 1^), avIio possesses tAvo entities, 
unseen and potent (Es) and seen and impotent 


(Gorpor), Es being further divided into ‘ ettierean ’ 
and ‘ atmospherean ’ Avorlds, only the former of 
which are inhabitable [ib. 1® 2). BetAveen Jehovih 
and mankind numerous beings intervene, the 
hierarchy being ; Lord, Lord God, God, Orion 
Chief, Nirvanian Chief, and Jehovih. Those of 
immediate concern to man are the Lords and 
Gods, Avho are ex-mortals, and Avhose origin is as 
follows : 


The earth and the family ol the sun travel in an orbit requi^ 
inff 4,700,000 years to traverse. Every SOOO years the earth 
passes through etherean lights, and angels from the second 
heaven come to earth. These form ties with mortals and 
cannot inherit the ’emancipated heavens* of Jeliovih till tucu 
children are redeemed * in wisdom and power even to the^sixm 
generation.* The chief of these is called God, who appointed, 
among other assistants. Lords. At the end of the dominion of 
a God and his Lords, Jehovih sends ships from Etherea to them 
and to Brides and Bridegrooms and carries them * up to the 
exalted regions I have prepared for them.' These ore called 
Harvests, and take place every Dan (=six generations of 
mortals). When angels cohabit, they 'shall rise in wisdom and 
virtue ; but such of them os cohabit with osuans (human 
beings) n-ill bring forth heirs in the descending grade of life. 
God and the Lords appoint Ashars as guardians of mortals, and 
Asaphs for the Es’yans, or spirits of the dead (if). 7). 

The first God avos Sethantes, son of Jehovih; 
hut there Avere many others — I’hua Mazda, who 
inspired Zarathustra, Yima, Avho inspired To, 
Div, Avho inspired Brahma, Vishnu, avIio inspired 
Abram of PaFsi’e and (later) of Arahin’ya, and 
O.s’, Avlio inspired Ea-Wah-Tah of N. Guatnma 
(N. America). , . , , 

The Avorld is noAV in its sixth era, which began 
Avhen the Beast (self) divided itself into four heads 
— ^Brnliman, Bnddliist, Christian, and Muliam- 
madan; hut in the seventh era, Avliicli is now 
daAvning, the Faithists Avill separate from the 


1 The Koh-i-Mor Is visible from the Pesliiwar valley. On its 
mthern slope is the village of Nuzar, or Nusar, 

~ These live in the lower Basligol valley— the B.ishgol hein^ 
n affluent of the Kunar river. Joining It from the north-west 
jme 40 miles below Chitrffl. 
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Uzians (the rest of mankind) and found Jehovih’s 
kingdom on earth. This revelation was made in 
A.K. 33 (=A.D. 1881, the era of Kosmon beginning 
in A.D. 1848). There have also been sixteen cycles, 
whose Gods were Sethantes, Ah’shong, Hoo Le, 
C’pe Aban, Pathodices, Goemagak, Goepens, Hycis, 
See’itcicius, Miscelitvi, Gohath, F’aiyis, Zinea- 
thaes, Tothsentaga, Nimeas, and Neph. 

The earth is divided into Whaga (or Pan), Jnd 
(Asia), Thouri (America), Vohu (Africa), and Dis 
(Europe). Because of the general decay of man- 
kind whaga was submerged by a deluge, though 
a trace is left in Japan, or Zha’ Pan, which means 
‘relic of the continent of Pan.’ After the flood 
the kingdom passed ‘near and over the land of 
J affeth ’ (China). Finally, after many vicissitudes, 
the dominion of the Lords and Gods on earth will 
be completed in Thouri, thus fulfilling what the 
I’hins of Whaga began (Lords’ First Book, s® ; 
Synopsis of Sixteen Cycles, 3 ; Book of Aph, 4, 6 ; 
Sethantes, IP’’). These I’hins, who were the 
‘ monnd-huilders ’ and Puebloan Indians (First 
Book of First Lords, 3‘’® ; Book of Thor, 1’®), were 
Abels, begotten of heaven and earth. Through 
association of man with Asu’ans (Adams) arose the 
Druks (Cains), who were idle, naked wanderers in 
the wilderness. ‘ The Thins were white and 
yellow, hut the Druks were brown and black ; 
the Thins were small and slender, but the Druks 
were tall and stout.’ From the Druks and Asu’ans 
sprang the Yak, or ‘ground people,’ walking on 
all fours, and made eunuchs and servants by the 
Thins. Asu’ans, Yaks, and Druks have all dis- 
appeared, except where the last have cohabited 
with I’hins, thus giving rise to the Thuans or 
Ong’wee (American Indians), who were ‘ red like 
copper ; and they were taller and stronger than 
any other people in all the world’ (First Book of 
First Lords, 1-3, 6). 

The first Faithists were the Par’si’e (Persians), 
whom Jehovih ‘created as a shield, to guard his 
chosen, the Thins’ (Lords’ Fifth Book, 3'^), and 
many of the great men in the Bible followed this 
religion. Thus, according to the ‘ Basis of Ezra 
Bible,’ set forth in the Book of Savah, Moses, 
Samuel, Elijah, and the Prophets were Faithists, 
and from them sprang the Asenean (Essene) 
Association. From the Aseneans came Joshu in 
Nazareth, who ‘re-established Jehovih, and re- 
stored many of the lost rites and ceremonies. In 
the thirty-sixth year of Joshu’s age he was stoned 
to death in Jerusalem W the Jews that worshipped 
the heathen gods ’ (of. God’s Book of Eskra, 42-44). 
Forty years later a false God, Loveamong, brought 
on war, and later ‘ changed his name and falsely 
called himself Christ, Which is the Ahamic word 
for knowledge. And he raised up tribes of mortal 
warriors, who call themselves Christians, who are 
warriors to this day.’ 

Loveamong, with the other Triunes, Ennochissa 
and ICahalactes, endeavoured to overthrow J ehovih, 
assuming the names of Brahma, Budha, and Kriste 
to combat Ka’yu (Confucius), Sakaya (Buddha), 
and Joshn. But Loveamong failed to keep his 
word to his cliief angel warrior, Thoth, or Gabriel, 
who rebelled in consequence, and raised up 
Muhammad. Muhammadanism is to perish first, 
then Brahmanism, then Buddhism, and finally 
Christianity. During the period treated by the 
Book of Es (c. 1448-c. 1848) there is an abrogation 
of revelations, ceremonies, etc., and liberty of 
thought begins to prevail. Melkazad is divinely 
sent to inspire a migration to Guatama, and he 
raises up Columbo to discover it to broaden the 
sphere of Jehovih’s kingdom and to aid in over- 
throwing the Triunes and Thoth. Then Love- 
among inspires his followers (lioman Catholics) to 
punish heresy, thus giving rise to Protestontism, 


which also is inspired by evil spirits. The Pilgrim 
Fathers were inspired by the God, but corrupted 
by Loveamong; the Quakers were Faitliists at 
heart. Thomas Paine was inspired by Jehovih, 
the other chief men ‘ raised np by God, to establish 
the foundation of Jehovih’s kingdom with mortals,’ 
being J eflerson, Adams, Franklin, Carroll, Hancock, 
and Washington. During the decay of Love- 
anmng’s kingdom petty Drujan Gods set up little 
principalities, such as Methodists, Presbyterians, 
and Baptists, while Pirad founded the Mormons, 
Lowgannus the Shakers, and Sayawan the Sweden- 
borgians. 

Jehovih’s earlier struggles are recorded in the 
Book of Wars against Jehovih, but these need not 
be summarized, any more than the fantastic 
hioCTaphy of Zoroaster in the Book of God’s Word, 
or the life of Sakaya, who became a Zoroastrian 
(God’s Book of Eskra, 24-29). The wildness of the 
work in history is evident when we say that it 
alleges that Buddhism and Christianity were made 
up chiefly from the history and miracles of 
Zoroaster, who flourished 8900 years ago ; that 
Abram was a Persian ; that Brahma, who lived 
6800 years ago, re-established Zoroastrianism in 
India ; and that Ea-Wah-Tah, Brahma’s contem- 
porary, established a United States of America, 
called 0-pah-e-go-quin or Algonquin, which formed 
the model for the present country of that name. 

There are three resurrections : the first, when 
the corporean dolls his mortal body and is bom a 
spirit ; the second, when the individual self is put 
off and an organic community is begun ; and the 
third, when angels rise so high that they pass into 
Etherea (Sethantes, 14® ; Book of Discipline, 1’® 
2-4). As to those not yet prepared for future 
blessedness, Drajas, Petals (spirits who graft them- 
selves on mortals), and Es’yans are taken to ‘a 
place in My exalted heavens suitable for them ; 
and ye shall wall them about in heaven that they 
cannot escape, but that they may be weaned from 
evil’ (Synopsis of Sixteen Cycles, 3'®: cf. Book of 
A^, 6®’“). 

The kemote of Jehovih’s message to man is 
‘Order, Purity, Discipline, Justice, and Good 
Works — or, Eetribution ’ (Book of Discipline, 3’®). 
Asceticism, charity which does not make its 
recipient self-supporting, and missionary activity 
are condemned (celibacy is, however, regarded as 
higher than the married state) ; law is to be 
abrogated as necessity for it diminishes ; freedom 
of opinion and of judgment is urged (t6. 26-29 ; 
Book of Inspiration, 11) ; and separatism from 
secular governments is advocated (Book of Jehovih’s 
Kingdom on Earth, 26’®’®®).^ Seven castes exist: 
presets, those of highest lineage, priests, nuns, 
physicians, very rich, and very poor (First Book of 
God, 6’®); and systems of government are three- 
fold: monarchies, republics, and fraternities, the 
last being the highest (Book of Discipline, 11®’®-). 
The doctrines are best summed up in Book of 
Judgment, 1®®’“ 21®®’®® (of. Book of Discipline, 6, 
9®-®®). 

About 1894 a community called Shalam was 
established by the Faithists in New Mexico, the 
most of its area of some 14,000 acres being for 
children (of non-Faithists) and their nurses, 
teachers, and caretakers. This was to be con- 
ducted according to the principles set forth in the 
Book of Jehovih’s ICingdora on Earth. The re- 
mainder, called Levitica, is regulated by the rules 
of the Book of Gratiyus (not contained in Onhspe 
itself). Heavenly schools, factories, nurseries, 
etc., are repeatedly mentioned in the book ; and 
what may have been intended as initiation rites 
are described in the Book of Savah. 

The sect still survives, though its numbers are 
very small. 


430 


OATH (Introductory and Primitive) 


Literatdbe. — ^The first ed. of Oahspe was printed at Boston 
in 1882 : a second ed., considerabh’ changed, do. 1891 (reprinted 
London, 1910). See also C. L. Brewer, Historical Outline of 
Oahspe, the Cosmic Bible, San Francisco, n.d. ; J. N. Jones, 


Thaumdt-Oahspe, Melbourne, 1912. The sect publishes at 
Los Angeles, Cal,, The Faithist ilessenqer. ' 

Loms H. Gray. 

OAK.— See Trees. 
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Introductory and Primitive (A. E. Crawley), 
p. 430. 

Chinese.— See Ordeal (Chinese). 

OATH (Introductory and Primitive). — The 
oath 1 connects with the vow, the ordeal, the 
covenant, and the wager. Its definition must 
distinguish it from those, hut we must recognize 
the fact that their primary constituent is the 
oath ; they are special applications of it. A vow 
is not actually such, unless there is a personal 
condition realizable upon fulfilment ; an ordeal 
‘iiivolves_ an imprecation with reference to the 
guilt or innocence of a suspected person, and its 
proper object is to gpve reality to this imprecation, 
for the purpose of establishing the validity or in- 
validity of the suspicion.’ “ So in the Middle Ages 
'an oath was an indispensable preliminary to 
every combat, and the defeat was thus not merely 
the loss of the suit, but also a conviction of perjurj', 
to be punished as such.’® But the oath of the 
ordeal was tested immediately. A covenant — the 
blood-covenant, e.g . — has no foi-ce except from 
the fact that it is ‘ accompanied by curses or self- 
imprecations,’ ■* and it is mutual. With regard to 
the distinction between the oath and the covenant, 
it is clear that the latter is a mutual oath. A good 
parallel is to be found in the distinction between 
the Moroccan I' dr, the individual oath, and l-dMd, 
the mutual, ‘ both parties transferring conditional 
curses to one another.’® A wager, as in the old 
Koman method of action at law, is also a mutual 
process, and involves the oath in the form of a 
promise to pay. The ethical significance of the 
oath is, throughout, personal responsibility. As 
such, it is eminently fitted for legal use, and has 
always figured conspicuously in the legal process 
of all races ; it is still, in the highest civilizations, 
a formal guarantee of truthfulness, both in courts 
of law and in ordinary social intercourse, and still 
retains some of its primitive supernatural force 
and dignity, which seem to have been based origin- 
ally upon the magical power of the spoken word, 
and later vmon the appeal to a supernatural being. 

The O^JJ defines oath as ‘ a solemn and formal 
appeal to God (or to a deity or something held in 
reverence or regard), in witness of the truth of a 
statement, or the binding character of a promise 
or undertaking.’ This definition is defective, be- 
cause many primitive oaths have no appeal to 
anything ‘ held in reverence or regard,’ but are 
absolutely direct ; there is only the personal will 
or wish. Tylor defined an oath as ‘ an asseveration 
or promise made under non-human penalty or 
sanction.’® But oaths can be taken under human 
sanctions and upon living persons, just as a life 
may be insured. 

Wester marck developed the conception of oath 
by emphasizing, not its indirect reference, bub its 
essential character. 

‘ An oath Is essentially a conditional self-imprecation, a curse 
by which a person calls down upon himself some evil in the 
event of what he savs not being true. The efficacy of the oath 
is originally entirely m.agical, it is due to the magic power 
inherent in the cursing words.’ 7 

But the essence of ‘cursing and swearin"’ was 
in existence before human speech was at all well 

I Old Eng. (tdh (the derivation is doubtful), ‘ swear ’<=' an- 
swer’ : furnres* bind’; eoopKof. 

a Mi 1. 605. 

•> 7b. ii. 203. ® ii- 623. 

6 Art. ‘ 0.ath,’ in FBrit xlx. 039^’. 

TJf/li. US. 


NT and Christian (W. Ernest Beet), p. 434, 

Semitic (M. A. Canney), p. 436. 

developed, and the efficacy of the spoken word was 
no doubt preceded by the efficacy of emotion, of 
the inarticulate will or wish. To complete the 
definition proposed by Westermarck, it is neces- 
sary to note that where a magical process is in- 
volved the imprecation is frequently not formally 
expressed ; but a magical process may imply an 
imprecation, or itself be actually the imprecation, 
translated from words into matter.* When oath 
gives place to solemn affirmation, the guarantee of 
good faith and of truth-speaking is now in the 
moral sphere of personality ; there is no more 
mamc or religion. The process has this in common 
with the pre-animistic, that its essence is emotional 
— the emotion being that of self-respect and per- 
sonal responsibility. And this has always been 
‘the nature of an oath.’ 

I, Early forms. — The oath in the form of a pure 
self -imprecation ■without a medium (or object sworn 
upon, or, rather, with wliieh contact is established) 
or reference to a helper, witness, or punisher (king, 
spirit, or god), is naturally rarely found, but a 
priori it should precede the materialistic magical 
oath or the spiritualistic. A man may say or 
wish, ‘May I be hurt, or die, if what I say is 
untrue ! ’ and such a process may clearly be ante- 
cedent to elaborate use of objects and spirits. 
Even in advanced culture, when religious sanctions 
are real and, later, customary, this mode is natural 
and frequent, both in serious (though not public) 
swearing and in profane oaths like ‘ Damn me 1 ' 
where there is no real reference to a divine power. 
In cases like that of the Sumatran oath, and a 
story by Eusebius, we do not know the form of the 
oaths, but they may have been merely spoken 
wishes without references. Marsden writes that 
the Sumatran swears thus : 

‘ If what I now declare is truly and really so, may I be freed 
and cleared from my oath ; if what I assert is wittingly false, 
may my oath be the cause of my destruction.’® 

The ‘oath’ here may be the object sworn by or 
merely the spoken word, which in primitive thought 
early acquired an almost material substance, and 
was fully material when written. 

Eusebius records that three men accused Bishop Narcissus 
and confirmed the charge by solemn oaths, the first that ho 
might perish by fire, the second, by pestilence, the third, that 
he might lose his sight. These self-imprecations were ful- 
filled.® 

•The Dharkar and Bfajhwfir in Mirzapur, believe that a 
person who forswears himselt will lose his property and his 
children ; but ns we do not know the contents of the oath. It 
is possible that destruction of the latter is not ascribed to 
mere contagion, but is expressly imprecated on them by the 
swearer.’ < 

The oath is in the first place a curse, and the 
‘magic power inherent in the cursing words’® is 
its essence. The words may come to be_ regarded 
as a form of mana, magical power, serai-material 
and semi-spiritual. 

Thus, In old Teutonic folklore, the curse settles and takes 
flight, like a bird.® The Irish believed that ‘ a curse once 
uttered must alight on eomething.’ 7 * To take an oath of any 
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Bort is always a matter of great concern among the Bedouins. 
It seems m if they attached to an oath consequences of a super* 
natural kind.* An oath must be taken at a distance from the 
encampment, ‘because the magical nature of the oath might 
prove pernicious to the general hody of Arabs.* l ‘The curse,* 
says Westermarck, * is looked upon ns a baneful substance, as a 
miasma which injures or destroys anybody to whom it cleaves.*^ 
Therefore Arabs, ‘when being cursed, sometimes lay them- 
selves down on the ground so that the curse, instead of hitting 
them, may fly over their bodies.* 3 

‘ The punishing power of a word is particularly 
conspicuous in the case of an oath,’ ^ and its con- 
tagious character resembles that which is attri- 
buted to tabued persons and things, and it acts 
mechanically. 

Berbers undress when about to take an oath, and Wester- 
marck concludes that the real reason is ‘ a vague idea that the 
absence of all clothes will prevent the oath from clinging to 
themselves. They say that it is bad not only to swear, but 
even to be present when an oath is taken by somebody else.’* 

Passing from the oath ‘ on ’ the swearer’s self, 
we come to what are apparently cases of substitu- 
tion. An intermediate stage is swearing on this 
or that part of the swearer’s person. 

In Samoa a man says, ‘ Touch your eyes If what you say is 
true.’* This is putting a conditional curse on his eyes. So the 
Eoraans swore by eyes and head.7 

When a man swears to his truthfulness or inno- 
cence ‘ on ’ another person, the oath may be a 
conditional curse on that person, as a substitute 
for the swearer, or as if the swearer had insured 
that person’s life, especially if held in reverence. 

Thus, it is common for a man to swear on his children or 
parents. Ilie Tungus swears, ‘ llav I lose my children and my 
cattle 1 ’ t The same oath is found in Mirzapur, and is common 
in the N.W. Provinces of India. Men swear on the heads of 
their children, or hold a child in their arms. ‘ May my children 
die If I lie 1’ says the Kol.O In Ashanti a criminal may swear 
on the king’s life, and is then pardoned, or harm would result 
to the klng.io The Hottentots hold that the highest oath that 
a man can take is ‘ by his eldest sister.’ H 

2. The embodied oath. — The largest class of 
oaths in the early and middle cultures, continuing 
also into the higher, is that in which the swearer 
swears ‘by’ or ‘on’ some object, powerful, dan- 
gerous, or sacred, or some person or animal with 
like qualities. This form of oath involves some 
questions of theory which will be discussed after 
some typical examples have been submitted. 

In N.IV. India a cook is killed and, as the blood is poured on 
the ground, the oath is taken ‘ over it.’i^ The Khond swears on 
a tiger-skin, praying for death from a tiger it he lies, upon a 
lizard-skin ‘ whose scaliness they pray may be their lot if for- 
sworn,’ or upon an ant-hill ‘that they may he reduced to 
powder.’ 13 The Naga of Assam stands within a circle of rope, 
praying that he may rot as a rope rots, or he holds a gun-barrel, 
a spear, or a tiger’s tooth, saying, ‘ If I do not faithfully perform 
my promise, may I fall by this 1 The Ostyak imitates the act 
of eating and callson ahear to devour him.l* ‘ The Iowa havea 
mysterious iron or stone, wrapped in seven skins, by which they 
make men swear to speak the truth. The people of Kesara . . . 
swear by an old sacred knife, the Bataks of .South T<5ba on their 
village idols, the Ostyaks on the nose of a bear.’lt The Moors 
lend efficacy loan oath by placing it in contact with, or making 
it in the presence of, ‘any lifeless object, animal, or person 
endowed with baralca, or holiness, such as a saint-house or n 
mosque, corn or wool, a flock of sheep or a horse, or a shetecf.’H 
The last is a comprehensive example. The oath upon sacred 
relics was prevalent in medireval Christendom, and ‘so little 
respect was felt for the simple oath that the adjuncts came to 
be looked upon as the essential feature, and the imprecation 
itself to be divested of binding force w-ithout them.* i* 
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The Latins swore by Jupiter lapis, holding the sacred stone 
in the hand.i The Athenian archons stood on a sacred stone 
and swore to rule rightcously.2 The ancient Danes swore on 
stones, and the same oath is recorded of the islanders of lona.s 
In Samoa the accused lays his hand on the sacred stone of the 
village, and says, ‘ I lay hand on the stone. If I stole the thing, 
may I speedily die I ‘4 The Old Prussians placed the right hand 
on the neck and the left on the holy oak, saj-ing, ‘ May Perkun 
(the thunder-god) destroy me 1’ * The Lombards swore ‘ lesser ' 
oaths on consecrated weapons, ‘ greater ’ on the Gospels.® The 
chief oath of the Danes was on a sacred ring ; their oath to 
Alfred was taken on this.7 The Ksatriya swore by his weapons 
or his horse.8 The mediasval knight swore ‘super anno.* 3 
Achilles swore by his sceptre.i® Mediooval theory distinguished 
the written or spoken oath from that which was ratified by con- 
tact with or inspection of a sacred object. The latter was a 
corporal or bodily oath, and the sacred object was a ‘ halidome.’ H 
A frequent oath among the Bedawin was 'to take hold with 
one hand of the wasat, or middle tcntrpole, and to swear by the 
life of this tent, and its owners.’is The most stringent oath 
among Hindus is that in which water of the Ganges is held in 
the hand.l3 Similarly, the Homeric gods swore by the river 
Styx.i4 Other natural forces, such as the sun and moon, are 
frequently sworn hy,i* as Westermarck supposes, because of 
‘ their superior knowledge ’ as all-seeing. 

Arabs swore by dipping hands in the blood of a camel. The 
Sinsiya swear over the blood of a cock. The Homeric oath, 
given by Tyndareus for the defence of Helen, was taken stand- 
ing on a sacrificed steed.'® The old Danish ring held during the 
oath was sprinkled with the blood of a bull.17 Hannibal’s 
famous oath, or vow, ogainst Rome was taken ‘ tactis sacris ’ ; 
and the Homeric Greeks laid the hand on the saorifice,'8 as the 
niediffival European touched the altar or the relics. So Harold 
is depicted in the Bayeux tapestry.19 Another method of the 
Nagas of Assam (involving a mutual oath) is for the two men 
to hold a dog which is chopped in two ; this is emblematic of 
the fate which will befall the perjurer.20 According to one in- 
terpretation of n Eoman oath, the swearer invoked the heaven 
god, while a ho» was slain with the sacred flint-stone, repre- 
senting the god's thunderbolt, and he prayed, ' So smite the 
Roman people if they break the oath 1 ’ ‘ The Tungus bran- 
dishes a knife before the sun, saying, “ If I lie may the sun 
plunge sickness into my entrails like this knife." ' 23 

It is perhaps in accordance with primitive thought 
at one stage of its development that the strongest 
of all oaths is that in which the sacred object, or 
medium, is eaten or drank. 

Frazer regards this process as being the differentia of the 
‘ Aino sacrament.’ 23 The Tenimberese dip a sword in their own 
blood and drink it, praying fordcath if they are forsworii.sj So, 
in Malaysia, water is drunk in which daggers, spears, or bullets 
have been dipped ; ' May I be eaten up by this dagger or spear ! ’ 
is the formula.25 The Tungnses have another oath, in which the 
swearer drinks the blood of a dog, the throat of which has been 
cut and its flesh cut up. The swearer says, ' I speak the truth, 
and tliat is as true as it is that I drink this blood. If I lie, let 
me perish, burn, or bo dried up like this dog.'25 The Chuvashes 
place bread and salt in the mouth, and pray, ' May I be in want 
of these, if I say not true I ’27 The ‘ great oath ’ of the Tibetans 
includes the eating of a portion of an ox’s heart.23 The Masai 
drinks blood, saying, ‘ If I have done this deed, may God kill 
met’ If he is innocent, no harm happens; if guilty, it is 
expected that ho should die in a fortnight.^ On the Gold Coast 
a man taking an oath eats or drinks something wliich has a 
connexion with a dcitj’, who is invoked to punish him if he for- 
swears himself.so Elsewhere on the Gold Coast an accused 
roan bad to drink the ‘ oath-draught ’ and pray that the fetish 
may slay him if guilty .31 ‘HI have been guilty of this crime, then, 
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Mbiam I thou deal with me I swears the accused in Calabar, l 
alter drinking filth and blood, the Ju-ju drink, mbiam. So 
with the majorit}’ ol ordeals, their essence being an oath, a 
self-imposed imprecation.2 


act of transference j the swearer, so to say, hands 
his oath over to the god, who -n-ill deal with it 
according to the innocence or guilt of the swearer. 


3. Psychology of the oath. — The ahove-cited 
examples illustrate the more primitive forms of 
oath. It seems probable that eating or drinking 
the ‘oath’ is the latest of these forms, and that 
the earliest is the merely verbal self-imprecation. 
As for the original meaning of the employment of 
a concrete object, sacred or otherwise, which itself 
comes to be regarded as the ‘oath,’® containing, 
as it does, the words or tlie power of the cur.se, 
ready to act with mechanical precision if the 
swearer has lied, the principle is clearly magical, 
passing into symbolism as the belief in magic decays. 
But the question remains as to what psychological 
process developed the employment of a concrete 
object. 

• Sometimes,' saj-s Westermarok, ‘ the person who takes the 
oath puts himself in contact with some object which represents 
the state referred to in the oath, so that the oath may absorb, 
as it were, its quahty and communicate it to the perjurer.’ ‘ In 
other cases the person . . . takes hold of a certain object and 
calls it to inflict on him some injurj’ if he perjure himself.'^ 
Again, ‘ another method of chaining an oath with supernatural 
energy is to touch, or to establish some kind of contact with, 
a holy object on the occasion when the oath is taken.’ 

Such are some of the methods of increasing the 
magical power ‘inherent in the cursing words.’ ® 

At a stage of religious evolution when sacred 
objects are in being, it is natural that they should 
be employed to strengthen the oath. Later still, 
the oath is strengthened by contact with a god, or 
his name is invoked, or a sacrifice is made. But 
in earlier stages, when the object or medium is not 
sacred of itself, but indifferent, how came it to be 
used in a magical ivay and on magical principles ? 
A large proportion of primitive oaths are cases of 
imitative magic. The swearer, for instance, may 
apply a spear to his body and pray that he may be 
slain by the spear if he is forsworn. But is such 
ritual aue to a belief in imitative magic 1 It seems 
more probable that an act of pre-imitation (so char- 
acteristic of early psychology) came to be employed 
as a mode of realizing the nature of an oath, and 
that from this was developed the magical force of 
the embodied words. Pantomime led to imitative 
magic, not vice versa. In such cases as where a 
man stands on a stone and the strength of stone 
adds confirmation to his words,® there is natural 
association of ideas, which may lead to a belief in 
a magical connexion. 

4. The oath and the god. — When the theistic 
stage of religion is reached, and the god subsumes 
in his own person a multitude of holy liues of force, 
the oath is brought into connexion with the god. 
But even here the connexion remains magical for a 
considerable time, before it decays into a symbolic 
relation or is changed into that between offender 
and punisher. 

‘The oaths which the Moore swear by Allah are otherwise 
exactly similar in nature to those in which he is not mentioned 
at all But the more the belief in magic was shaken, the more 
the spoken word was divested of that mysterious power which 
had been attributed to it by minds too apt to confound words 
with facts, the more prominent became the religious element 
In the oath. The fulfilment of the self-imprecation was made 
dependent upon the free will of the deity appealed to, and was 
regarded as the punishment for an offence committed by the 
perjurer against the god himself.’ l 

iMien the god is appealed to, the appeal may be 
for bis help or his uutness ; or, again, his divine 
name may be invoked, and in case of penury the 
power of the name, thus -wrongly used,_ uiU punish 
the forswearer. In many cases there is merely an 
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The god ilwetyi, in S. Guinea, is ‘ invoked as a witness, and 
is commissioned with the duty of visiting vengeance upon the 
party who shall violate the agreement.’ l The Comanche Indian 
calls upon the great spirit and earth to testify to the truth of 
his oath.2 The Solomon Islander swears by a tindalo, 'spirit.’S 
The Greek said, ‘Let God know,’ ‘Let Zeus know’; the Latin, 
‘ I call to witness,’ among other things, the ashes of his fore- 
fathers. The Egyptian called Thoth to witness ; •> ho would also 
swear by the name of the Pharaoh.® 


The ordinary ‘ invocation ’ of a deity is a vague 
appeal,® but it seems that the phrases correspond- 
ing to ‘by,’’ common in most languages, imply 
that the god is a helper or a guarantor. 

When contact is established between the swearer 
and objects belonging to or representative of the 
deity, the principles of magic apply, for the punish- 
ment is mechanically administered by means of the 
sacred object. Traces of the emotion which prompts 
these ideas may be found even when magic is 
superseded by symbolism or mere reverence. 

Laying the hand on the altar, the sacrifice, or 
the sacred relies is a regular method where these 
holy paraphernalia are existent.® 

The Iranian swore before a bow] of water containing incense, 
brimstone, and one danak of molten gold.® ‘To make an oath 
binding,’ the Gold Coast people give the swearer ‘something to 
eat or drink which in some way appertains to a deitj', who is 
then invoked to visit a breach of faith with punishment.’!® So 
in mediaeval Europe the host was eaten, and the swearer prayed 
that it might choke him, if he lied.U 


When the priesthood is influential, an oath may 
be made on the priestly person, as by the Hindu 
touching the legs of a Brahman. “ 

By far the most usual medium in the higher 
religions is to touch, hold, or kiss the sacred books 
of the faith. 

The Hindu swears on the Sanskrit Sarivaihia ; the Muham- 
madan on the Qur’an ; the Jew on the Hebrew Bible ; the 
Christian on the ‘book,’ viz. the New Testament.’® The old 
Lombards swore the ‘ greater oath ’ on the Gospels.!® The Sikh 
swears on the Grantb ; the Iranian on the Avesta.i® In 
mediteval Europe the book was laid on the altar.’® The words 
of Chrysostom show an early development in the Christian 
Church, possibly due to the Jewish practice, which itself has 
been said to be a loan from the Homan.’? He writes : ' Do thou, 
if nothing else, at least reverence the very book thou boldest 
forth to be sworn by, open the Gospel thou takest in thy hands 
to administer the oath, and, hearing what Christ therein saiih 
of oaths, tremble and desist.’’® The practice of kissing the 
book appears quite early in the Middle Ages. 

5. Various rituals. — The ritual and rules of oath 
have interesting varieties. 

Greeks and Latins distinguished between the sexes in Ole 
oaths proper to each. Both Greek and Jew lifted up the hand. 
The French and the Scots raise the right hand, saying respio- 
tively, ‘Je jure,’ and ‘ I swear by Almighty God.’ ’® 

Among formula® there is as early as Justinian 
the lengthy invocation : 

‘I swear by God Almighty, and His only begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost, and the Most Holy 
Glorious Mother of God and ever "Virgin Mary, and by the Four 
Gospels which I hold in hand, and by the Holy Archangels 
Michael and Gabriel,’ etc.2® 

Derived from Latin idiom, the phrase, ‘So help 
me God I ’ and its varieties have persisted. ‘ Sic 
me adjuvet Deus 1 ’ was used in Charlemagne’s 
1 J. L. Wilson, Western Africa, New Tork, 1850, p. 892. 
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days; old French had ‘Si m’aifc Dex’; German, 
‘ So mir Gotb helfe.’ Hebrew variations were, ‘ As 
the Lord liveth and as thy soul liveth,’ ‘By the 
life of,’ ‘ So do God to me and more also ! ’ 

The selection of an object to swear by has ^ven 
play to the imamnation, and in other cases has 
been determined by special circumstances. 

Instead of swearing by the genita of the emperor, the early 
Ohristians swore by his safetj’, to avoid possible idolatry.i The 
Brahman eavore by truth, or by his own good deeds;* Tcle- 
machus by the sorrows of his father.3 In medieval Europe a 
man swore by his beard or hie name, or by the head of God. 
There was a ‘ great oath ’ ‘ per Eegiam majestatem.’ William 
the Conqueror swore 'by the splendour of God,' the most 
magnifloent oath in history also ‘per crcaturas.’ Bufus 
swore ‘ per hoc et per boo ’ ; Eiohard i. by God’s legs ; John 
Lackland by God's teeth.5 

The profane oath, used to emphasize an assevera- 
tion, has many quaint varieties in all languages. 

The Latin was fond of me hcrcle 1 ; the Italian is addicted to 
per Baceo. The Elizabethan English used many curious con- 
versational oaths, mostly modelled on the ofBcial formula, such 
as ‘Zounds’ (‘God’s wounds’), ‘Odsbodkins’ (‘God’s body’), 
‘ ’Sdeath ’ (‘ God’s death ’). A pious instinct prompted substitu- 
tion, to avoid using the sacred name, hence morblcii (‘mort 
Dieu’). Similarly Socrates swore ‘by the dog,’ ‘by the 

cabbage,’ and ‘ by the ' ; Lampon 'by the goose,' as did 

Socrates also. 


6 . Penalty of false oath. — Whatever the ritual 
and formula of the oath, or the nature of the 
object with which the oath is brought into contact, 
the practical sense is the conditional punishment 
for perjury. The fear of marie power in the 
primitive mind has the same value as the fear of 
God; behind both is the fear of retribution. It 
was psycholorically inevitable that the oath should 
come to be based on the moral resentment of a 
deity. Even in the case of the African swearing 
by a fetish or the New Hebridean invoking punish- 
ment from the spirits, man’s personal responsibility 
puts itself in tlie hands of a retributory power. 
And from the earliest stages the community, in 
some way or other, has made real the supernatural 
penalty, either by shnmanistic terrorizing or by 
prosecution for perjury. 

If, as Westermarck holds, the god in early 
thought is, even though appealed to, ‘ a mere tool 
in the hand of the person invoking him,’ since the 
efficacy of an oath is magical,® yet the fear of 
retribution is still present, and in the highest 
cultures this conception probably overrides the 
idea of ‘ the moral nature of the Divinity ’ being 
depreciated. This view of the god’s relation to 
perjury, as to other crimes, is clearly a late 
sophistication, without any practical social mean- 
ing. Grotius was’ therefore mistaken when he 
wrote that even the man swearing by false gods 
is bound by his oath ‘ because, though under false 
notions, he refers to the general idea of godhead, 
and therefore the true God will interpret it as a 
wrong to himself if perjury be committed.’^ God 
and His equivalents are the supreme and super- 
natural sanction of the judgments of _ the_ social 
organism. It is precisely because of this principle 
that the gods have come to be regarded as all-good 
no less than all-powerful. 

Westermarck notes, 'a god is Ireqtientlj appealed 
to in oaths, a general hatred ol lying and untaithfulness may 
become one ol his attributes, . . . There is every reason to 
believe that a god is not. in the first place, appealed to because 
he is looked upon ns a guardian of veracity and good faith, but 
that he has come to be looked upon ns a guardian of these 
duties because he has been frequently appealed to in connection 
with them.’ 8 

In turn the god’s perfect veracity and hatred of 
a lie make the supernatural sanction stronger.^ 

The process by which an oath becomes personified 
into an oath-deity presents no psycholorical diffi- 
culty, nor that by which a god, like Zeus, sub- 


1 Tertullian, Apol. S2. 
s SBB XXV. [18SG) 274, 299, xxxlii. 97. 
8 Od. XX. 339. 

5 lb . ; and Tylor, loc. eit. p. 9418. 

7 d« Aire Belli et Pads, n. xlii. 12. 


4 Du Cange, iv. 462 f. 
6 JIf / 11. 6S7. 

8 MI 11. 123. 


sumes the attribute of an avenger of perjury. The 
Erinyes of the Greeks were personified oaths and 
curses ; so, too, were the Arai. It is significant, 
however, that Horkos hardly became a deity ; the 
oath-object was too much of a fetish to develop 
independently into anything higher. 

‘ Owing to Its invocation of supernatural sanction, 
perjury is eonsidered the most heinous of all acts 
of falsehood. ’ ' Like all gross crimes, it is supposed 
to disseminate a contagious miasma.® The Greeks 
held that, if not punished in this life, it would be 
after death.® Such cases as are extant of its being 
ignored by custom or law are probably due to some 
transitional stage in the social regime, when, c.g., 
custom was giving place to law, or to a certain 
decadence. Westermarck quotes the Rejangs of 
Java, some Battak of Sumatra, early Greeks, 
Hebrews, and Teutons, as having no penalty for 
perjury.® There are indications that the early 
Romans also ignored the crime. But, as Wester- 
marck adds, if not regarded as a crime, it was 
regarded as a sin, in which cose the shamanistic 
machine would effectively carry out the required 
retribution. 

Kafirs and Malays punish it severely. The old Hindus 
banished or fined the perjurer. The cuttin^r off of the right 
hand, uplifted during the oath, vfas the penalty among the 
ancient Scandinavians and Teutons, and lasted into Uie Middle 
Ages, and beyond.® 

7 . Applications of oath. — Among the applica- 
tions of the oath and the institutions which essenti- 
ally involve it, the following may be noted briefly, 
in order to illustrate the general range of the oath : 

Early kings, especially of the magical type, may have been 
constrained by some form of shamanistic engagement. The 
kings of Mexico swore to make the sun to shine, the rain to tall, 
and the crops to grow.o On similar principles gods were 
believed to swear among Hindus, Hebrews, Greeks, and 
BomanB.7 Gods swore in human fashion, lilting up the right 
hand.8 A Homeric god, forsworn by the Stygian oath, was 
exiled for nine years.* 

The archons, generals, and other officials of Athens swore 
oaths on taking office. The official oath was more prominent 
there, it seems, than in Borne. The emphasis plaocd upon the 
oath in medimvnl Christian theory seems to have developed the 
coronation-oath, which also brought the monarch, in a sense, 
into responsible contact with the Church. This oath still 
survives m constitutional and other monarchical rtgimes. Both 
Greek and Boman soldiers took an oath. The Boman socra- 
vnentum included an exearalio, but_ Tylor traces it to the 
Boman legal wager, according to which each party to a suit 
paid money into court, forfeiting his pledge in case of deteat.l8 
Originally this legal sacramentum may have been accompanied 
by a self-imprecation. It is supposed that the military sacro- 
mentum developed into an oath of fealty to the emperor.u In 
the Athenian dvoxpio-ir, preliminary stage of a suit, cacli party 
swore.'* 

Primitive examples of the oath at law are not wanting. On 
the Slave Coast of W. Africa the god Mawu is appealed to not 
only by the parties, but by the judge.'* 

The majority of ordeals are really concrete 
oaths taken by the accused party, and the self- 
iraprecation is realized immediately. In modem 
law the legal oath is taken by witnesses alone, 
though the juror’s oath survives. This is in direct 
opposition to the medimval principle, which de- 
veloped considerable abuses in the practice of com- 
purgation {g.v.). Evidence was not wanted ; only 
proofs were asked for, and, in default of proof, an 
oath. This could be multiplied by one or more 
compurgaforcs, practically witnessc-s to the truth of 
the party’s oath of innocence or right. When un- 
supported, the party swore ‘sua manu.’ Accord- 
ing to the number of his compurgatores, be swore 
by any number of ‘ hands.’ A bishop of Ely swore 
‘ centesima manu,’ and as many as 300 are recorded. 
The compurgatores laid their hands on the pyx. 

1 n. 11. 123. * SBB iv. 49 (Zoroastrians). 

3 W. Smith, loc. dt. p. 1045. < MI ii. 123. 

8 lb., quoting authorities up to the 16th centuty. 

« GB'. pt. i.. The Magic Art, i. 356. 

7 SBE xxxiit. 98 ; Homer and the OT. 

8 Tyler, p. 93. “ Hcs. Theog. 793. 

18 Tylor, loc. dt. p. 9398. 

" Smith, loc. eit. p. 1049. '* Ib. 

IS J. Bpieth, Die Etce-Stiinime, Berlin, 1900, p, 415. 
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jrblam 1 thou deal with me 1 swears the accused in Calahar.^ 
after drinking filth and blood, the ju-ju drink, mbiain. So 
with the majority of ordeals, their essence being an oath, a 
self-imposed imprecation.® 

3. Psychology of the oath. — The above-cited 
examples illustrate the more primitive forms of 
oath. It seems probable that eating or drinking 
the ‘oath’ is the latest of these forms, and that 
the earliest is the merely verbal self-imprecation. 
As for the original meaning of the employment of 
a concrete object, sacred or otherwise, which iteelf 
comes to be regarded as the ‘oath,’® containing, 
as it does, the words or the power of the curse, 
ready to act with mechanical precision if the 
swearer has lied, the principle is clearly magical, 
passing into symbolism as the belief in magic decays. 
But the question remains as to what psychological 
process developed the employment of a concrete 
object. 

‘Sometimes,’ eaj’B Westermarok, ‘the person who takes the 
oath puts himself in contact with some object which represents 
the state referred to in the oath, so that the oath may absorb, 
as it were, its quality and communicate it to the perjurer.’ ‘ In 
other cases the person . . . takes hold of a certain object and 
calls it to inflict on him some injury if he perjure himself.' 
Again, ‘ another method of charging an oath with supernatural 
energj’ is to touch, or to establish some kind of contact with, 
a holy object on the occasion when the oath is taken.’ 

Such are some of the methods of increasing the 
magical power ‘inherent in the cursing words.’® 

At a stage of religious evolution when sacred 
objects are in being, it is natural that they should 
be employed to strengthen the oath. Later still, 
the oath is strengthened by contact with a god, or 
his name is invoked, or a sacrifice is made. But 
in earlier stages, when the object or medium is not 
sacred of itself, but indifferent, how came it to be 
used in a magical way and on magical principles? 
A large proportion of primitive oaths are oases of 
imitative magic. The swearer, for instance, may 
apply a spear to his body and pray that he may be 
slam by the spear if he is forsworn. But is such 
ritual due to a belief in imitative magic ? It seems 
more probable that an act of pre-imitation (so char- 
acteristic of early psychology) came to be employed 
as a mode of realizing the nature of an oath, and 
that from this was developed the magical force of 
the embodied words. Pantomime led to imitative 
magic, not vice versa. In such cases as where a 
man stands on a stone and the strength of stone 
adds confirmation to his words,® there is natural 
association of ideas, which may lead to a belief in 
a magical connexion. 

4. The oath and the god. — When the theistic 
stage of religion is reached, and the god subsumes 
in his own person a multitude of holy lines of force, 
the oath is brought into connexion with the god. 
But even here the connexion remains magical for a 
considerable time, before it decays into a symbolic 
relation or is changed into that between offender 
and punisher. 

‘The oaths which the Moors swear by Allah are otherwise 
exactly similar in nature to those in which he is not mentioned 
at all. But the more the belief in magic was shaken, the more 
the spoken word was divested of that raj'sterious power which 
had been attributed to it by minds too apt to confound words 
\rith facts, the more prominent became the religious element 
in the oath. The fulfilment of the self-imprecation was made 
dependent upon the free will of the deity appealed to, and was 
regarded as the punishment for an offence committed by the 
perjurer against the god himself.’® 

When the god is appealed to, the appeal may be 
for his help or his witness; or, again, his divine 
name may be invoked, and in case of perjury the 
power of the name, thus wrongly used, -will punish 
the forswearer. In many cases there is merely an 


1 M. H. Kingslev, Travels in IT. Africa, London, 1897, p. 465. 
® See ill ii. CSO'ff. 

3 The Greek op<co« also meant the object sworn by ; the word 
for oath has this meaning in most languages. 

« ill ii. IIS f. ® lb. 

« Gin, pt. i.. The ilagie Art, L 160. 

® ill U. 122. 


act of transference ; the swearer, so to say, hands 
his oath over to the god, who udll deal with it 
according to the innocence or guilt of the swearer. 

The god_Mwetyi, in S. Guinea, is ‘invoked as a witness, and 
is commissioned with the duty of visiting vengeance upon the 
party who shall violate the agreement.’ l The Comanche Indian 
calls upon the great spirit and earth to testify to the truth of 
his oath.® The Solomon Islander swears by a iindalo, ‘ spirit'® 
The Greek said, ‘Let God know,' ‘Let Zeus know’; the Latin, 
* I call to avitness,’ among other things, the ashes of his fore- 
fathers. The Egyptian called 'Thoth to witness;^ he wouldalso 
swear by the name of the Pharaoh.® 


The ordinary ‘invocation’ of a deity is a vague 
appeal,® but it seems that the phrases correspond- 
ing to ‘by,’'' common in most languages, imply 
that the god is a helper or a guarantor. 

When contact is established between the swearer 
and objects belonging to or representative of the 
deity, the principles of magic apply, for the punish- 
ment is mechanically administered by means of the 
sacred obj ect. Traces of the emotion which prompts 
these ideas may be found even when magic is 
superseded by symbolism or mere reverence. 

Laying the hand on the altar, the sacrifice, or 
the sacred relies is a regular method where these 
holy paraphernalia are existent.® 

The Iranian swore before a bowl of water containing incense, 
brimstone, and one danah of molten gold.® ‘To make an oath 
binding,’ the Gold Coast people give the swearer ‘ something to 
eat or drink which in some way appertains to a deity, who is 
then invoked to visit a breach of faith with punishment.’ 1 ® So 
in mediseval Europe the host was eaten, and the swearer prayed 
that it might choke him, if he lied.n 


When the priesthood is influential, an oath may 
be made on the priestly person, as by the Hindu 
touching the legs of a Br^man.'® 

By far the most usual medium in the higher 
religions is to touch, hold, or kiss the sacred books 
of the faith. 

The Hindu swears on the Sanskrit Marivarhia ; the Muham- 
madan on the Qur'an ; the Jew on the Hebrew Bible ; the 
Christian on the ‘book,’ viz. the New Testament.'® The old 
lAjmbards swore the ‘ greater oath ’ on the Gospels.i* The Sikh 
swears on the Qrantb; the Iranian on the Avesta.i® In 
medieval Europe the book was laid on the altar.'® The words 
of Chrj’sostom show an early development in the Christian 
Church, possibly due to the Jewish practice, which itself has 
been said to be a loan from the Homan.'® He writes : * Do thou, 
if nothing else, at least reverence the verj’ book thou boldest 
forth to be sworn by, open the Gospel thou takest in thy hands 
to administer the oath, and, bearing what Christ therein sailh 
of oaths, tremble and desist.’ l® The practice of kissing the 
book appears quite early in the Middle Ages. 

5. Various rituals. — The ritual and rules of oal h 
have interesting varieties. 

Greeks and Latins distinguished between the sexes in the 
oaths proper to each. Both Greek and Jew lifted up the hand. 
The French and the Scots raise the right hand, saying respjo- 
tively, ‘ Je jure,' and ‘ I swear by Almighty God.’ '® 

Among formulce there is as early as Justmian 
the lengthy invocation : 

‘I swear by God Almighty, and His only begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost, and the Most Holy 
Glorious Mother of God and ever Virgin Mary, and by the Four 
Gospels which 1 hold in ^ hand, and by the Holy Archangels 
Michael and Gabriel,’ eto.®" 

Derived from Latin idiom, the phrase, ‘ So help 
me God I ’ and its varieties have persisted. ‘ Sic 
me adjuvet Deus I ’ was used in Charlemagne’s 
1 J. L. Wilson, Western Africa, New Tork, 1856, p. 892. 


®M/ii. 120. , „ 

® R. H. Codrington, The Melanesians, Oxford, 1891, p. 217. 

* C. F. Tiele, Comparative Hist, of Egyptian and Mesopolamian 
Religions, Eng. tr., vol. i. ‘Egyptian Belipon,’ London, 1882, p. 
220 . 

^ Gm, pt. 1., The Magic Art, 1. il9. 

6 r-ifin hnA ‘Ttn mn Invnfc I’ as Enclish has ‘So help meOOd I 


IS I speak true]. 

7 Greek yd, Latin per. 

BTvlor, loc. cit . ; J. E. Tyler, p. 101. 

SS'BBIv. [1895] 40. 

1 ® Ellis, Tehi-spraking Peoples, p. 196. 

11 F. Dahn, Bausteine, Berlin, 1879-80, iL 16. 

12i//ii. 120. . njb 

14 Du Cange, foe. c«f. '® Tylor, foe. eU. 
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days; old Prench had ‘Si m’aifc Dex’; German, 
‘ So mir Gott helfe.’ Hebrew variations were, ‘As 
the Lord liveth and as thy sonl liveth,’ ‘By the 
life of,’ ‘ So do God to me and more also ! ’ 

The selection of an object to swear by has given 
play to the imagination, and in other cases has 
been determined by special circumstances. 

Instead of swearing by the genius of the emperor, the early 
Ohristians swore by his safety, to avoid possible idolatry .1 The 
Brahman swore by truth, or by his own good deeds ; 2 Tele- 
machus b 3 ' the sorrows of his father.s In medlteval Europe a 
man swore by his beard or his name, or by the head of God. 
There was a ‘great oath’ ‘per Eegiam majestatem.' William 
the CJonqueror swore ‘by the smendour of God,' the most 
magnificent oath in history also ‘per creatures.’ Rufus 
swore ‘ per hoc et per hoc ’ : Richard i, by God's legs ; John 
LaoUand by God's teeth.® 

The profane oath, used to emphasize an assevera- 
tion, has many quaint varieties in all languages. 

The Latin was fond of me hcrcle I ; the Italian is addicted to 
per Bacco. The Elizabethan English used many curious con- 
versational oaths, mostly modelled on the official formula!, such 
as ‘Zounds’ (‘God’s wounds'), ‘Odsbodkins’ (‘God’s body’), 
‘ ‘Sdeath ’ (‘ God’s death '). A pious instinct prompted substitu- 
tion, to avoid using the sacred name, hence mori/lett (‘mort 
Dieu’). Similarly Socrates swore ‘by the dog,’ ‘by the 

cabbage,’ and ‘bj’ the Lampon ‘by the goose,’ as did 

Socrates also. 


6. Penalty of false oath. — Whatever the ritual 
and formula of the oath, or the nature of the 
object ■with which the oath is brought into contact, 
the practical sense is the conditional punishment 
for perjury. The fear of marie power in the 
primitive mind has the same vriue as the fear of 
God; behind both is the fear of retribution. It 
was psycholorically ineritable that the oath should 
come to be based on the moral resentment of a 
deity. Even in the case of the African swearing 
by a fetish or the New Hebridean invoking punish- 
ment from the spirits, man’s personal responsibility 
puts itself in the hands of a retributory power. 
And from the earliest stages the community, in 
some way or other, has made real the supernatural 
penalty, either by shamanistic terrorizing or by 
prosecution for perjuiw. 

If, as Westermarck holds, the god in early 
thought is, even though appealed to, ‘ a mere tool 
in the hand of the person invoking him,’ since the 
efficacy of an oath is magical,® yet the fear of 
retribution is still present, and in the highest 
cultures this conception probably overrides the 
idea of ‘ the moral nature of the Divinity being 
depreciated. This view of the god’s relation to 
perjury, as to other crimes, is clearly a late 
sophistication, without any practical social mean- 
ing. Grotins was' therefore mistaken when he 
wrote that even the man swearing by false gods 
is bound by his oath ‘ because, though under false 
notions, he refers to the general idea of godhead, 
and therefore the true God will interpret it as a 
wrong to himself if perjury be committed.’'' God 
and His equivalents are the supreme and super- 
natural sanction of the judgments of the_ social 
organism. It is precisely because of this principle 
that the gods have come to be regarded as all-good 
no less than all-powerful. 

‘It,’ e.g., Westermarck notes, ‘a god is frequently appealed 
to in oaths, a general hatred of lying and unfaithfulness may 
become one oi his attributes. . . . There is every reason to 
believe that a god is not, in the first place, appealed to because 
he is looked upon as a guardian ot veracity and good faith, but 
that he has come to be looked upon as a guardian of these 
duties because he has been frequently appealed to in connection 
with them.’ 8 


In turn the god’s perfect veracity and hatred of 
a lie make the supernatural sanction stronger._ 
The process by which an oath becomes personified 
into an oath-deity presents no psychological diffi- 
culty, nor that by which a god, like Zeus, sub- 
t Tertullian, Apol. 32. 

^ SUE XXV. riSSG) 274, 299, xxxiii. 97. 

® Od. XX. S39. 4 pn Cange, iv. 462 1 . 

8 it. ; and Tylor, loc. cit. p. 6418. 6 ill ii. (^7. 
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sumes the attribute of an avenger of perjury. The 
Erinyes of the Greeks were personified oaths and 
curses ; so, too, were the Arai. It is significant, 
however, that Horkos hardly became a deity ; the 
oath-object was too much of a fetish to develop 
independently into anything higher. 

‘ Owing to its invocation of supernatural sanction, 
penury is considered the most heinous of all acts 
of falsehopd.’ * Like all gross crimes, it is supposed 
to disseminate a contagious miasma.® The Greeks 
held that, if not punished in this life, it would be 
after death.® Such cases as are extant of its being 
ignored by custom or law are probably due to some 
transitional stage in the social regime, -when, e.g., 
custom was giving place to law, or to a certain 
decadence. Westermarck quotes the Rejangs of 
Java, some Battak of Sumatra, early Greeks, 
Hebrews, and Teutons, as having no penalty for 
perjury.^ There are indications that the early 
Romans also ignored the crime. But, as Wester- 
marck adds, if not regarded as a crime, it was 
regarded as a sin, in which case the shamanistic 
machine would efl'ectively carry out the required 
retribution. 

Kafirs and Malays punish it severely. The old Hindus 
banished or fined the perjurer. The cutting off oi the right 
hand, uplifted during the oath, was the penalty’ among the 
ancient Scandinavians and Teutons, and lasted into the Middle 
Ages, and beyond.s 

7 . Applications of oath. — ^Among the applica- 
tions of the oath and the institutions which essenti- 
ally involve it, the following may be noted briefly, 
in order to illustrate the general range of the oath ; 

Early kings, especially oi the magical tj’pe, may have been 
constrained by some form of shamanistic engagement. The 
kinw oi Mexico swore to make the sun to shine, the rain to fall, 
and the crops to grow.® On similar principles gods were 
believed to swear among Hindus, Hebrews, Greeks, and 
Romans.7 Gods swore in human fashion, lifting up the right 
hand.8 A Homeric god, forsworn by the Stygian oath, was 
exiled for nine years.® 

The arclions, generals, and other officials ot Athens swore 
oaths on taking office. The official oath waj more prominent 
there, it seems, than in Rome. The emphasis placed upon the 
oath in mediievnl Christian theory seems to have developed the 
coronation-oath, which also brought the monarch, in a sense, 
into responsible contact with the Church. This oath still 
survives in constitutional and other monarchical riSgimes. Both 
Greek and Roman soldiers took on oath. The Roman saero- 
menium included an execratio, but Tj’Ior traces it to the 
Roman legal wager, according to which each party to a suit 
paid money into court, forfeiting his pledge in case of defeat.!® 
Originally this legal sacramentum may have been accompanied 
by a self-imprecation. It is supposed that the military sacra- 
mentiim developed into an oath of fealty to the empcror.u in 
the Athenian ivoKpicis, preliminary stage of a suit, each party 
swore.!® 

Primitive examples of the oath at law are not wanting. On 
the Slave Coast of W. Africa the god Mawu is appealed to not 
only by tbe parties, but by the judge.is 

The majority of ordeals are really concrete 
oaths taken by the accused party, and the self- 
imprecation is realized immediately. In modei-n 
law tiie legal oath is taken by witnesses alone, 
though the juror’s oath survives. This is in direct 
opposition to the mediceval principle, which de- 
veloped considerable abuses in the practice of com- 
purgation ( 7 .V.). Evidence was not wanted ; only 
proofs were asked for, and, in default of proof, an 
oath. This could be multiplied by one or more 
compurgatorcs, practically witnesses to the truth of 
the party’s oath of innocence or right. When un- 
supported, the party swore ‘ sua manu.' Accord- 
ing to the number of his compurgatorcs, be swore 
by any number of ‘ hands.’ A bishop of Ely swore 
‘ centesima manu,’ and as many as 300 are recorded. 
The compurgatorcs laid their liands on the pyx. 

! Ib. U. 123. ® SBE iv. 49 (Zoroastrians). 

s W. Smith, loc. cit. p. 1045. 4 311 ii. 123. 
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and the accused laid his hand upon theirs.* One 
attempted remedy for the abuse was the judicial 
duel, wager of battle.® The final remedy was 
found in confining the privilege of oath to the 
witnesses. 

The essence of ordeals is the oath, though the 
fact is obscured by the unfair incidence of the 
physical result. _ Hindu theory recognized the 
essential connexion ; the word sapatha connotes 
both ‘ oath ’ and ‘ ordeal.’ Oatlis were used for 
lesser offences, ordeals for heavy crimes.® The 
mediaeval wa^er of battle was a mutual ordeal, 
each party talcing an oath (see Ordeal).'' 

The covenant and the treaty have been largely 
based on the mutual oath, until signatures replaced 
the spoken word. 

The Greeks and Romans ratified their treaties by oaths, the 
text of which was inscribed in the official inscriptions. 

In primitive ritual the mutual oath was 
strengthened by various imitative and magical 
methods.® The blood-covenant is ‘regularly ac- 
companied by curses or self-imprecations.’ Simi- 
larly wth other forms of compact.® Tylor notes 
the differentia, which also applies to the vow, in 
the following typical cases : 

Grasping hands, putting one hand between the hands of 
another, are compacts, not oaths. The hand ‘ under the thigh’ 
is a rite of covenant. Jlixing blood or drinking one anothert 
blood is not an oath unless there is a mutual self-imprecation, 
such as dipping weapons In the blood.r 

8. Prohibition of oath. — Certain sacred persons 
are prohibited from incurring the dangerous rislcs 
of an oath. 

Such was the fiamen of Juppiter, and Plutarch suggests that 
the reason was that otherwise ‘ the peril of perjury would reach 
in common to the whole commonwealth, if a wicked, godless, 
and forsworn person should have the charge and superinten- 
dence of the prayers, vows, and sacriflees made in the behalf of 
the city.’® Nor might the Vestal Virgins take an oath.® 

The sect of the Essenes were averse from the oath ; they 
prided themselves on their truthfulness ; they argued that those 
who could not be believed without swearing were self- 
oondemned.io Christ taught, 'Swear not at all.’** His 
expounders have explained the precept to refer to profane and 
frivolous oaths alone. But the teaching, ‘ Let your yea be 
yea and your nay nay,’ is clearly inclusive, and of the same 
character as the Essene doctrine. The Anabaptists and, later, 
the Quakers refused oath-taking. The latter have a^ed that, 

‘ if on any particular occasion a man swear in addition to his 
yea or no, in order to make it more obligatory or convincing. 
Its force becomes comparatively weak at other times when it 
receives no such confirmation.’ 13 

But this argument neglects the power (apart from 
that of superstition or religious feeling) of cere- 
mony, which is practically the imperious gesture 
of the social body. Charles Bradlaugh initiated 
the right of affirmation in place of the oath. 

LiTEBaruBE. — This is quoted throughout the article. See 
also E. von Lasaulx, Der Eid bei den Romem, Wiirzbuig, 

1844. A. E. Crawley. 

OATH (NT and Christian). — i. NT times. — ^The 
true starting-point of our investigation of the place 
of the oath in the new rdgime initiated by Christ 
must of necessity be found in the ipsissima verba 
of the Master Himself. Here, at the outset, we 
are met by a difficulty ; for, on the face of things, 
the almost universal practice of Christendom ap- 
pears to be in flagrant disregard of an explicit 
injunction of Christ, whose words on this subject, 
taken by themselves, seem to amount to nothing 
less than an absolute prohibition of the oath under 
any circumstances or in any form (Mt ; cf. 
also Ja 5'®). But a final conclusion upon this 
matter is not so simple as appears on the surface. 

iDu Cange, s.w. • Sacramentum,' ' Jnramentum’; Tyler, 
p. 256. 

: JfS i. £05 f. 

S SRE xxxiii. 07, 00 ff. 4 Jfi i. 504 ff., ii. CS7. 

5 Sec pt. 1., The Jlayie Art, 1. 2S9 ; Gn 15»!i^, Jer 3418. 

6 ,V/ ii. 203, C24, CSC. „ ^ , 

7 Tylor, ioe. ext. p. 940»l> ; cf. Gn 24! 4713 ; Herod, iv. 70. 

8 Quasi. Rom. 44. » Aul. GeU. JC. xv. 31. 

18 Jo3. ^ It. viii. 6. 11 Jit £31. 

12 J. J. Gurnej-, Vietes and Practices of the Society/ of Fnends, 
Norwich, 1842, quoted in MI 11. 121. 


It is evident that, if Christ’s admonition be inter- 
preted as an absolute prohibition, some of His 
early followers, who liad the best opportunties for 
knowing His mind and what the modem logician 
would describe as His ‘ universe of discourse, "were 
in serious error as_ to the meaning of His words. 
St. Paul, e.g., again and again expresses himself 
in terms that are indistinguishable from the oath 
(cf. 1 Th 2®, 2 Co 1®®, Gal 1®®, Eo 1®) ; the writer cf 
the Epistle to the Hebrews makes use of language 
which bears unmistakable witneas that he also was 
unaware that the practice of swearing had ceased 
to be legitimate (6'®'- 7®®*') ; and the seer of the 
Apocalypse does not hesitate to put an oath into 
the mouth of the angel-representative of the 
Eternal (10®*'). Christ Himself, moreover, to all 
intents and purposes submitted to be sworn 
(Mt 26®®'')} and His is almost, if not 

quite, an oath. In view of these facts, our Lord’s 
apparent prohibition should not be regarded as 
being too explicit to be discussed ; it rather de- 
mands careful consideration in relation to NT 
teaching ns a whole, if haply superficial contra- 
dictions may be resolved. 

Tlie classic passage — a very interesting section of 
the Sermon on the Mount— that constitutes the 
inevitable starting-point of any discussion of the 
lawfulness or otherwise of the Christian oath 
forms one of a series of illustrations of the contrast 
between the new life in Christ and the old Hebrew 
ideal of religious living. That the Christian man 
should always abide by his word is the real burden 
of Christ’s injunction, which was in truth greatly 
needed. For the Jews held that only oaths, as 
distinguished from the mere promise, and only some 
of these, need be kept. An elaborate system of 
distinctions between oaths, which would have 
moved the admiration of a mediceval casuist, had 
been gradually evolved ; a lie was not held to be 
sinful unless sworn to, and even perjury itself was at 
worst venial, unless tlie broken oath had been taken 
in a particular form. Such a system necessarily 
cut at the root of that good faith apart from whicii 
a well-ordered social organism becomes impossible, 
and in foreign relations could not fail to bring 
a people who practised it a very bad name. This 
is what actually came to pass ; and it was the fate 
of the Jews to be generally regarded with suspicion 
ajod dislike not only in the time of Christ, but also 
for many centuries to follow. Herein also may be 
found an explanation, at any rate in part, of the 
oppression to which the Jew was normally subject 
throughout the Middle Ages, and from which he is 
not entirely free even to-day. So great, indeed, 
did this anti-social trifling with the plighted word 
become that the Talmud laid down that, if repeated 
(as in Mt 5®®), a simple ' Yes ’ or ‘ No ’ ought to be 
regarded as being as binding as an oath. It should 
also not be overlooked that Christ did not exactly 
say that anything beyond a simple statement is 
absolutely evil, but that it springs from evil— a 
delicate distinction, perhaps, but a real one none 
the less. In an ideal condition of society absolute 
truthfulness and perfect sincerity would prevail in 
all personal relations. The oath would naturally 
disappear, inasmuch as a simple ‘Yes’ or ‘No 
wonla afford adequate assurance of good faith. 
That more than this is required in practice is en- 
tirely due to the imperfection of all human society ; 
whence it follows that the oath, whetherabsolutcly 
evil or not, certainly springs out of evil, t.e. out of 
that ill condition of social relations which demands 
more than a simple affirmation or denial as a 
guarantee of truth in statement or honeat perfonn- 
ance of promise (cf. Clem. Alex. Sirom. vii. 8). 

Though, on the face of it, Christ's statement 
(Mt 5*“) has all the appearance of an alisolute pro- 
hibition, it is difficult, in view of the practice of 
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His immediate followers and His own apparent 
recognition of the legal oath, not to suppose that it 
\yas meant, and was at the time understood, to he 
limited in its reference. The fact that the oaths 
mentioned in this prohibition, in which there is no 
specific citation of the Divine Name, are typical 
examples of just the hind of oath that many Jews 
of that day lightly took, and broke without scruple, 
renders it not improbable that what our Lord liad 
in mind was not so much the oath serionsly taken 
and honourably observed as tbe light swearing and 
the casuistical distinctions (cf. Mt 23'®"“) that all 
too frequently degraded the oath into a form as 
useless as it was profane. 

These considerations should at least warn us 
against hastily accepting a theory based upon a 
single passage regarded in isolation from the teach- 
ing of the NT as a whole. We may, however, 
conclude with assurance that Christ sought to im- 
press upon the minds of His hearers not merely 
that playing fast and loose with the oath was an 
offence in the sight of God, but that the absence of 
an oath in no way lessened man’s obligation at all 
times to speak the truth. 

2. Early Church. — However unnecessary it might 

be in an ideal society, this has ever been so far from 
realization in practice that the carrying over of the 
oath into the newly-established Christian system 
will commend itself to the reason of most men. 
The age was an illiterate one, and illiteracy 
remained the rule for many centuries after Christ. 
In a community among the members of which 
writing was a rare accomplishment the oath con- 
tributed to fill the place occupied in a society such 
as our own by the written as compared with the 
merely verbal agreement. It is not, however, 
altogether a matter for surprise that, custom, con- 
venience, and the practice of the Apostolic Church | 
being on the one side, and the apparently express I 
prohibition of Christ on the other, there was | 
much dillerence of opinion, in the early Church, as 
to the lawfulness or otherwise of the oath. This is 
apparent to any one who has even a nodding ac- 
quaintance with Patristic literature. A few illus- 
trative examples, culled almost at random from the 
writings of toe Fathers, are all that can be given 
here. Conspicuous among the advocates of prohi- 
bition was Chrysostom, for whom the oath was 
nothing less than ‘ a snare of Satan,’ and by all 
means to be avoided (Scrw. ad pop. Ant. hom. xv., 
inActa Apost. hom. viii.f. ; cf. also hom. x. ; on the 
same side see also Clem. Hom. iii. 55, xix. 2 ; Justin 
Martyr, Apol. i. 16; Clem. Alex. Strom, v. 14; 
cf. also vii. 8). Augustine also disliked the oath, 
not so much on the ground of divine prohibition 
as through fear of perjury (Enarr. in Fs. Ixxxviii. 
(Ixxxix.) 4, dc Mend. 28; cf. also Hp. xlvii. 2). ' 
As against these views, while trifling or profane 
swearing was universally condemned, it was argued 
by others, on the ground of NT usage in general 
and the example of St. Paul in particular, that 
Christ could not have intended to put completely 
under toe ban the serious use of_ the oath. As a 
conspicuous exponent of this view of the case, 
wo may mention Athanasius, whose practice cer- 
tainly squared with his theory {cf. Apol. ad Imp. \ 
Con^t. 3). . . . ' 

3. Middle Ages. — ^By the time that Christianity 
had established itself ns the religion of the empire, 
there was really little to differentiate Christian and 
pagan circles in the matter of the oath. Christian 
imperial legal procedure required that witnesses 
should be sworn (Cod. Theod. xi. 39 ; Cod. Just. 
iv. 20, 69) — a practice that has been maintained 
imtil our day. As time went on, the_ oath, in 
ever growing nieasure, became a factor in almost 
every social relationship; e.g., in addition to the 
judicial oath, guaranteeing tnith,may be mentioned 


those pledges of fidelity, the oath of fealty, the 
I coronation oatli, and the oath of office generally, 
i This was the case in ecclesiastical no less than m 
civil life, as witness ordination oaths, monastic and 
crusaders’ vows. Not only did the oath prevail 
beyond all precedent in medioeval religious circles, 
but the Church was at pains to take the oath 
generally into her keeping and control (Decret. 
Grat. can. xxii.), and claimed as her peculiar pre- 
rogative the right of absolving from performance of 
an oath duly sworn. The Christian oath rested 
ultimately upon a religious basis ; this the 
Church held to justify her claim, as the earthly 
representative of Him to whom the actual or im- 
plied appeal of the swearer had been addressed, 
and who, as she at any rate believed {of. Eus. HE 
vi. 9), did not on occasion disdain to visit vith 
material penalty abusers of the oath. 

For an oath to be valid the Church required (1) 
Veritas in mente — the words used must be a straight- 
forward expression of what the swearer means to 
do or to assert ; (2) judicium in jurantc — clear 
understanding of what is involved in taking an 
oath, for lack of which idiots, children, atlieists, 
and convicted perjurers were held incapable of 
being sworn ; and {'d)justitia in objecto — the object 
of the oath must be legitimate, for even an oath 
cannot bind a man to do tbe forbidden or to commit 
sin, a classic example being found in Herod’s oath, 
which is quoted again and again in Patristic and 
early Chnstian literature. It was under the last 
head that the Church especially claimed her right 
to determine in respect of the oath, as being in 
most cases the only competent judge of justitia in 
objecto, whence it followed ns a matter of course 
that to her appertained the right of annulment. 

In spite of the prevalence of the oath in Christian 
circles generally, communities have existed from 
early times which, whether attributing an absolute 
prohibition to Christ, or shrinking from the re- 
sponsibility of the act, have made it a matter of 
conscience to avoid the oath in any shape or 
form. As these communities have often been small, 
both in numbers and in historical importance, 
it will suffice to name the Waldenses, Hussites, 
Mennonites, Anabaptists, Moravians, and Friends 
(qq.v.). 

4. Modern. — Though the Keformation changed 
many things, it retained the oath as a recognized 
and serviceable social institution. Art. xxxix. of 
toe Church of England, e.g., embodies a formula 
which may be accepted as a fair statement of 
Protestant opinion with reference to the use of the 
oath as conformable to religion and common sense. 
For, while the assertion of untruth is always a sin, 
it is manifestly impracticable that it should always 
be treated as a legal crime. But toe well-being of 
the community, the maintenance of an ordered 
state of society, demands that, under certain cir- 
cumstances, it should be treated as such. The 
legal oath secures this ; perjury is a crime, for 
wliich due penalty may be exacted. That toe oath 
is not the only means of securing this end is, of 
course, true ; this has been publiclj' recognized in 
the Oaths Act, 1888, in which provision was made 
for those who, like the Quakers, on conscientious 
rounds decline to swear or, ns non-Christians, 
ecline to take the Christian oath. But, allowing 
this, the oath generally meets the case ; it has, 
moreover, acquired associations and a religious 
sanction which add to its effectivene.ss ; it has on 
historic grounds become an integral part of the 
apparatus of social life ; there appears, therefore, 
to be no sufficient warrant for discontinuing its 
use, though, of course, its abuse cannot be depre- 
cated toostrongly. Yet, in the last resort, it must 
be admitted that the very existence of a need for 
toe oath or some equivalent for it is due solely to 
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the imperfect Christianity of Christian people at 
the present day as throughout the past. If the 
ideal of living set up by Christ were actually real- 
ized in practice, the oath would forthwith become 
superfluous; for lying and ill faith would be un- 
known, a simple affirmation or denial would meet 
all needs, and a promise would require no further 
guarantee. Unhappily this is far from being the 
case ; and, society being what it is, the retention 
of the Christian oath appears to be entirely justi- 
fied, alike on the grounds of religion, ethics, 
common sense, and practical convenience. 

Litkratdre. — A mong the not over-numerous works dealing 
with the oath in general the following may be named : E. Coke, 
Institutes of the Laws of England, ed. F. Hargrave and 
C. Butler, London, 1789 ; The Book of Oaths (anonjunous), do. 
1649 : C. F. Staudlin, Gesdu der Vorstellungenund Lehren vom 
Eide, Gottingen, 1824 ; J. E. Tyler, Oaths ; their Origin, 
Nature, and History, London, 1835 ; K. F. Goschel, Der Eid, 
Berlin, 1837; F. A. Stringer, OafAsandAjfimnfxonsS London, 
1910; C. Ford, On Oaths, do. 1903. There is much matter 
bearing on the subject in commentaries on Holy Scripture, 
readily available; in the writings of the Fathers, and later 
ecclesiastical literature, partial reference to which has been 
given in the text; and in more ofHcial documents, such as 
certain of the Papal Decretals, and so forth. For the practical 
study of the institution in detail, reference may be made to the 
Histories, primary and secondary, which are too numerous to 
mention here. W. ErNEST BkET. 

OATH (Semitic). — Oaths are very common in 
Semitic speech, particularly in Arabic. This need 
not imply that the ordinary assertions of a Semite 
could not or cannot be trusted, though the Arabs 
liave a bad reputation in this respect.' It may 
point rather to a fondness for emphatic speech. 
In the ease of the Hebrews much of this particular 
kind of emphasis may have been lost in editorial 
refinements and manipulations; but the use in 
Hebrew of such sjmtactical constructions as those 
■with the infinitive absolute and with the perfect of 
certitude may be taken to indicate that emphatic 
utterance was characteristic of the people and the 
language. "When, therefore, the oath as a solemn 
asseveration came into use, its growth on such soil 
would be rapid and luxuriant. But in its more 
original fonn tlie oath was more an action than an 
utterance. It was part of the ceremony of a com- 
pact or agreement. Such ceremonies, more or less 
elaborate at first, OTaduaUy become modified and 
simplified until only a gesture may remain. In 
the judicial oath, which is usually for the most part 
a form of words, we have the later or latest develop- 
ment. It implies considerable process both in 
law and in religion.^ Tlie oath is still of the nature 
of a compact or agreement,® Hebrew and Arabic 
philology may be said clearly to indicate the cere- 
monial origin of the oath among the Semites. 
Some of the words for oath — Heb. shibhu'ah ; Arab. 
yamtn and qasam — imply ceremonies. The Heb. 
shcbhu'ah is connected with tlie word for ‘seven’ 
{shebhri ) ; and ‘ to swear’ (nishbci) is literally ‘to 
do things by sevens’ or ‘to come under the influ- 
ence of seven things.’ ^ Seven was a sacred number 
among the Semites (cf. Gn 33®, Lv 4®, Nu 23', Jos 6', 
etc. ; Qur’an, ii. 27, xxiii. 17, xv. 4 1, 87, xxxi. 26, 

J Cf. 0. M. Doughty, Wanderings in Atabia, 1. HO: ‘To 
speak of the Arabs at the worst, in one word, the mouth of the 
Arabs is full of cursing and lies and prayers ; their heart is a 
deceitful labyrinth,* ^ j , 

time ■ . . .■ • . . 

mur . I ; ' ' ■ 

Babylonians as early as 2000 D.c, 

3 It always implies as its full form a conditional sentence. 
Indeed, the simplest oath, judicial or otherwise, may be said to 
do this. Perjury is a repudiation of sacred things, a violation 
of relipion. When a modem Arab swears by God, WcUdht or 
Welltlhi-DilUihi or Witllah-HaUah 110), theoriidnal , 

implication is; If I perjure mj*self, I am false to my belief that 
God is the livinjr God, and I call down upon myself the punish- 
ment due to such infidelitv. 

< Wcllhausen p. ISO) thinks that the word may imply 

ft sevenfold repetition. But the repetition of a fonnola is prob- 
ably a later idea. 


etc.). It prohahly had magical significance.' In 
any case, certain narratives confirm the view that 
some action by sevens was the primary idea. Thus 
seven ewe lambs figure in the oath regarding a 
Avell made between Abraham and Abimelech 
(Gn 21®'), and on this account the place is said 
to have been called Beer-sheba, ‘'Well of Seven.’® 
Again, Herodotus describes an Arabian oath of 
covenant (iii. 8) in which seven stones are smeared 
with blood (cf. Horn. Jl. xix. 243 fl‘. ; Pans. HI. xx. 
9). The Arab, word qasam, used of the judicial 
oath, is derived from a root which in its simple 
form means ‘ to dirtde into parts ’ [qasama ; iv. 
'aqsama, ‘to swear’). Here again some magical 
ceremony may he implied;® and we are again 
helped by an OT narrative. In Gn 15'®- " we have 
a story of the making of a compact in which certain 
animals are cut up and the pieces arranged in a 
particular way. At sunset a smoking oven and a 
flaming torch pass between the pieces (cf. Jer34'®’')* 
In this narrative, which is composite and confused, 
there is a hint of some ancient and rather elaborate 
ceremony (probably magical). We need not think 
of a sacrifice ; and originally no doubt it was the 
contracting parties who passed between the pieces.'* 
The significance of the pieces or parts is doubtful.® 
But, in any case, just as the Heb. word has some 
such primary idea as ‘ -to do a thing by sevens,’ the 
Arab, word would seem to denote primarily ‘ to do 
a thing by parts.’ The Arab, word yamtn reo-Wj 
means ‘the right hand.’ Since the right hand was 
much used in contract or oath ceremonies, the 
same word came to denote an oath.® The Arabs 
give the hand in swearing. There is reference to 
the same action among the Hebrews as well. In 
2 K 10’® the giving of the hand is an indication of 
loyalty (cf. La 5®, 2 Ch 30®). In Ezr 10'® the expres- 
sion is equivalent to ‘promise’ or almost to ‘swear.’® 
In 1 Ch 29®', where KV has ‘ submitted themselves 
unto Solomon the king,’ the Heb. text has ‘gave 
the hand under Solomon.’ This was perhaps the 
more original form of the expression. The person 
who swore put the hand or hands under the person 
to whom the oath was sworn. In the Qur’an 
(xlviii. 10) we find the words : 

‘In truth, they who plighted fealty to thee, really plighted 
that fealty to God : the hand of God was over their hands.’ 

The original ceremony may have been something 
like that described in Gn 24®-®. When Abraham 
makes his servant swear, he directs him at the 
same time to put his hand under his (Abraham’s) 


1 Cf. B. O. Thompson, Semitie Magic, London, 1903, p. 104 ff., 
etc. : W, W. Skeat, Malay Magic, do. 1900, p. 225 f. ; also GB>, 
pt. ii., Taboo and the Perils of the Soul, do. 1911, p. 305 f. 

- This is no doubt the meaning, though tlie name might be 
explained ‘well of the oath,’ or even 'well of Sheba.' 0. F. 
Burney iJThSt xii. (1010] 118 f.) explains Sheba as the god 
Seven; but, since in AssjTian mamltu, ‘oath,’ occurs as the 
name of a goddess (ilercer, TheOath in Babylonian and Assyrian 
Literature, p. 27), Sheba here maybe the oath personified (cf. 
the personifleation of Gr. opsor). Afamitu is never mentioned in 
oath formulie; but we And reference to ‘the mistress (goddess) 
of the oath’ as witness to a treaty (Jlercer, p. 28). Of course 
the story in Genesis may be only a popular etj-mologj’ invented 
to explain an already existing name ; hut in any case it throws 
light on the primaiy idea in the Heb. word ‘ to swear.' 

^ Especially as other forms of the same Arab, root are usM 
of practising divination (see F. Brown, S. R. Driver, end 0. A. 
Briggs, A Heb. and Eng, Lexicon of the OT, Oxford, 1891 ff., t.v. 


lOp, and Wellhansen, p, 133 f.), 

< Not ‘as a symbol that they were taken within the mystical 
ifeof the victim’ (W. Robertson Smith, Bel. Sem.^, p. 480 f.)- 
?his idea Is hardly primitive enough. 

s Mercer (p. 40 f.) finds nn interesting analogy in an Assyrian 
ascription of the time of Aiur-niriri li. (754-745 B.C. (Mercer)) 
a avhicli a treaty between A^ur-nirlri, king of Assyria, and 
(ati'ilu, ruler of a district west of (Jana, occurs. A ram was 
ikco from the herd and beheaded. According to Jtcreer, this 
ms done, not os an offering or sacrifice, but to tj-pify what 
rould be the fate of the perjurer. 

® Possiblv the same word in Hebrew should sometimes tie 
ranslatcd 'oath.’ In Ps 1448, e.g., we might translate ‘their 
ath is a false oath.’ 

7 The same thing is expressed by the ‘striking of barios in 
oh ITS, Pr 61 1115 1718 22--S. 
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thigh.^ This suggests that originally the hand was 
placed under the most sacred part of the person, 
the seat of a mysterious, awe-inspiring, life-giving 
force.^ We may suppose that in course of time 
instead of this the hand of one person was placed 
under the hand of the other. Out of this practice 
grew a still simpler action, first a kind of hand- 
shake, and then a mere lifting of the hand. Thus 
‘ to lift the hand’ became equivalent to ‘to swear’ 
(Gn 14“ Dt 32^», Ex B®, Ps 106“).’ 

The judicial oath, unless followed by an ordeal, 
is tnore a form of words. But various other cere- 
monies have been noted in connexion with oaths, 
judicial or othenvise. Doughty (i. 110) speaks of 
a faithful form of swearing among the Arabs called 
halif yarnin'. 

' One takes a crass stalk In his fist, and his words are TTo 
hy&t Mtha cl-aHa, By the life of this stem, wa’r rubb et-mabild, 
and the adorable Lord.’^ 

Burckhardt mentions others. One of the most 
common in ordinary life is to take hold of the 
wasat, or middle tent-pole, with one hand and to 
swear ‘ by the life of this tent and its oumers.’ 
A more serious oath, used only in exceptional cases, 
is called yemein el-khet, the ‘oath of the cross 
lines.’ The account of this oath may be given in 
Burckhardt’s words : 

' Thus, if a Bedouin accuses his neighbour of a considerable 
theft, and cannot prove the fact hy witnesses, the plaintiff takes 
the defendant before the sheikh, or kady, and calls upon him 
to swear in his defence whatever oath he may choose to demand 
from him. If he complies readily, his accuser leads him to a 
certain distance from the camp, because the magical nature of 
the oath might prove pernicious to the general body of Arabs, 
were it to take place in their vicinity. He then with his setin, 
or crooked knife, draws on the sand a largo circle, with many 
cross lines inside it. He obliges the defendant to place his 
right foot within the circle, he himself doing the same, and 
addressing him in the following words, which the accused is 
obliged to repeat — “By God, and in God, and through God, (I 
swear) I did not take it, and it is not in my possession.” Some 
persons enter the circle with both feet. It is said that Moham- 
med once made use of this oath, and to swear falsely by it would 
for ever disgrace an Arab, 1o make it still more solemn, a 
shemle (or camel's udder-bag) and an ant (el nemle) are placed 
together within the circle ; indicating that the accused swears 
by the hope of never being deprived of his camel's udder, and 
of never experiencing a time when he should want oven the 
winter provision of an ant ’ (ii. 127 f.). 

In this form the oath is called the yemein el 
shemle we nemle, or ‘ oath of the shemle aud nemle.’ 

In Babylonian and Assyrian contract - tablets 
and inscriptions there are many references to mere 
oaths of attestation, from the early days of Baby- 

1 Mercer (p. 89) thinks that this narrative can be paralleled 
by a passage from the Nimrod Epos (xl. no. 70, 1. 210) : il-pu-ut 
pu-«t-n» ma iz-za-az xna M-ri-in-ni i-kar-ra-ban-na-li, ‘(he 
made my wife kneel down by my side) touched our foreside, 
walking in between and blessing us.' He gives reasons lor 
thinking that tf-pu-uf pu-ut-ni may be translated here 'he 
touched (in oath) our foreside (t'.e. our privy parts),' and com- 
pares, the common phrase iStin p(l£ Sant naSi, ‘one lifts the 
forepart of another,' i.e. ‘ one answers for another.' 

a We might think of phallic worship here (cl. Holrinmr on 
Gn 24 a) ; but this is not necessary. The genital organs (repre- 
sented by the thigh) are regarded simply ns the instruments of 
a kind of divine power. The conception was wide-spread ; and 
toere are traces of the name kind of ceremony in various parts 
of the world (see H. Ewald, Alterthiimer des FoMres Israel, ^ 
Gottingen, ISfXl, p. 26, and note particularly the Australian 
parallel cited by G. J. Spurrell, Holes on the Text of Genesis-, 
Oxford, 1896, p, 218). Otlier explanations have been offered. 
Dillmann explains by the fact that (avenging) descendants 
proceed from the loins (On 4^, Ex 1®, Jg B^O). Others (Tar- 
gum Jon., Rash!) think that the generative organ was con- 
sidered sacred because sanctified by circumcision. A. J. N. 
Tremeame (The San of the Sori, London, 1914, p. 62), in reference 
to this explanation, adds : ‘ Perhaps n survival of this is seen in 
the practice found amongst certain West African tribes of 
passing a knife or other piece of iron between the legs when 
taking an oath.’ 

s Tlio Assyrian word niS, ‘ oath,’ is from the verb naSu (Heb. 
nUsd’), which means ' to lift up (the hand),' especially os a gesture 
In taking an Oath (Mercer, p. 29). 

< According to Burckhardt, the ‘ oath of the wood ' is often 
taken before n judge. His account of the oath is os follows. A 
small piece of wood (or some straw) is token up from the ground 
and presented to the person who is to swear. Ho is requested 
to ‘ take the Wood and swear by God and the life of him who 
caused It to bo green and dried it up’ (Notes on the Sedouins 
and Wahdbys, ii. 127). 


I Ionian bnsiness life down to the Persian period. 
These are interesting as giving often the occasion, 
place, time, and general circumstances of the oath. 
It appears that the Babylonians and Assyrians 
went to the temple to take their oaths (cf. the 
expression ‘before the god’). A very common 
place was the ‘ gate ’ of the temple j but other 
places also are mentioned.^ In contracts dating 
from the second part of the so-called dynasty or 
Ur oaths are taken in the temple of Nin-mar-ki by 
the name of the king with or without witnesses ; 
or by the name of the king with witnesses and 
before certain named persons ; or without invoking 
any one and with or without witnesses. In the 
contracts from the gammurabi dynasty the oaths 
are with or without witnesses. They are by the 
name of the god and the king, and sometimes 
also of the city ; e.g., we find invocation of ‘ Sham- 
ash and the King,’ ‘Shamash, Marduk, and the 
king,’ ‘ Shamash, Marduk, the king, and the city 
of Sippar,’ etc. (Mercer, p. 7).’ These are tlie two 
gods most frequently invoked. With them is 
generally associated the reigning king. In contracts 
of the Cassite dynasty the oath is sworn by En-lil, 
Ninib, Nusku, and the king. But in this dynasty 
the custom of taking the oath seems to be less 
common, and in subsequent periods it falls more 
and more into disuse. In treaties the oath figures 
as early as c. 2900 B.C. (treaty made by E-an-na-tnm, 
king of Lagas or Sirpulla; see Mercer, p. 21). 
There are several references in the Tell-el-Amama 
tablets (29, 67, 148, 149, 164) and in Assyrian in- 
scriptions (Mercer, p. 22). 

Aiiong Hebrews, Babylonians, and Arabs the 
ordinary judicial oath has much in common. The 
gammurabi Code in the case of grievous assault 
demands an oath of lack of malice and payment 
of the doctor. As Johns points out, Exodus (21'®'') 
oniits the oath and orders payment for loss of time. 
If the injured man dies, the gammurabi (3ode 
allows an oath of want of malice to be taken (§ 207), 
and accepts compensation. The same Code requires 
a person accused of incest either to take a solemn 
oath or to submit to an ordeal, as the case may 
require. In Nu 5“'®* a woman accused of incest 
has to take an oath and to submit to an ordeal as 
well. Among the ancient Arabs a wife suspected 
of infidelity had to ride on a camel between two 
sacks of dung to the sanctuary and there swear 
seventy times that the suspicion rested upon cal- 
umny. The requirement of the Qur’an is simpler.® 
If a man accuses his wife of infidelity, he must 
swear four times that he speaks the truth, and then 
ask that the curse* of God may fall upon him if 
he lies. The woman can meet this by swearing 
four times that he lies and then calling down upon 
herself the anger of God if he speaks the truth. 
In Ex 22“'®- it is ordered that, if an animal has been 
entrusted to a man, and it die or be hurt or be 
driven away, the man to whom it was entrusted 

1 Whether ^urinnu, which is olten mentioned, was a place 
(Muss-Arnolt, ‘column’), an 'emblem' (Thureau-Dangin), or 
the receptacle of the oath-emblems, is doubtful ; but at any rate 
it seems to belong to the temple (Mercer, p. 85). 

3 Certain parts of the temple are mentioned os the place of 
attestation. Sometimes the parties are said to go to ‘ the divine 
emblem’ (KU. 71B ; see Jleroer, p. 11 f.). 

s D. S. Margoliouth (The Early Development of Mohammed- 
anism, London, 1914, p. 48 f.) points out that the ruling of the 
Qur’an in the matter of oaths reveals the development of a 
change of attitude. In xvi. 93 there is a command to keep 
oaths. In v. 91 the principle of compensation is introduced : an 
oath may ho violated, and atonement made by some other per- 
formance. InLxvi. thonewprincipleisconfirmed. Thetendcncy 
is towards laxity ; ‘ and it nos had the decidedly serious result 
that there appears to be no mode known to Mohammedan law 
whereby an oath can be made legally binding.’ 

4 As Wellhausen says, the oath is always eventually a curse. 
’The Heb. word for ‘ a curse,’ 'alah, is often translated ' oath.’ 
Where 'dldh and the more usual word for oath, shibhu'ah, are 
combined, the severity of the eventual curse is increased and 
emphasired (see Nu 6^' ; aud cf. 1 K fiSt, 2 Ch Neh 1CP7, 
Dn 911 ). 
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may clear himself by taking a solemn oath. This 
is the oath of purgation (cf. 1 K 8®'). The same 
provision is made in the Hammurabi Code (cf. 
b. R. Driver, Exodus, CanTbridge, 1911, p. 423). 
Among the Arabs it is still possible for a person 
suspected of theft to clear himself by taking a 
solemn oatli (see Burckhardt, i. 126-129 ; Doughty, 
i. 267 ; and cf. E. W. Lane, Modem Egyptian^, 
London, 1871, i. 384). According to Dt 2l'‘% when 
a man was found slain, the elders of the place had 
to swear that their people were guiltless of the 
murder. Robertson Smith (p. 64) thinks that 
exactly the same custom prevailed in Arabia (of., 
however, Wellhausen, p. 189, n. 1). 

Several oath formulse are mentioned in the OT 
— e.g., ‘God do so to so and so and more also’ 
(1 S 14« 25=^ 2 S 1 K 2«) ; ‘As Jahweh 
liveth !’ (1 S 14®* lO") ; ‘As Jahweh liveth and as 
thou thyself (thy soul) livest’ (1 S 20®); ‘As 
Jahweh liveth and as my lord the king liveth’ 
(2 S 15®*);® ‘Jahweh is a witness between me 
and thee for ever’ (1 S 20®®, inserting 'edh after 
Jahweh', or ‘Jahweh is an everlasting witness,’ 
reading simply 'edh 'oldm) ; ‘ By myself have I 
sworn’ (Gn 22*®, Jahweh being the speaker). 
Among Arabic examples are the following : ‘ By 
what this (c(my of the Qur’an) contains of the word 
of God ’ ; ‘I impose upon myself divorcement ’ ; 

* I impose upon myself a triple divorcement ’ ; 
‘I impose upon myself interdiction’; ‘By God 
the Great’; ‘As the Lord liveth’ (Wa hy&t 
Ullah)', ‘As I live’ (Aly lahyaty). The Jews 
swore by the Temple (Jer 1*) as well as by persons. 
They are said to nave sworn also by heaven (cf. 
G. H. Dalman, Worte Jesu, Leipzig, 1898, i. 168 f.), 
by the earth, by the sun, by Jerusalem (see 
Shibi^oth, iv. 2; Mt 5®^ 23*®; B‘rdkh6th, 55; 
Qtdddshtn, 71a ; Maimonides, Yad Ea-JS&zSjyd, 
J^Ukoth Sh&3u'oth, 12). The modem Arabs swear 
by the life of persons or parts of a person (e.g., the 
head, the beard ; see Lane, Modern Egyptians/^, i. 
349), and even of things (e.g., fire, coffee, etc. ; see 
Doughty, Arabia Deserta, Cambridge, 1888, i. 269). 
According to S. I. Curtiss (Primitive Semitic Be- 
ligion To-day, London, 1902, p. 113 f.), Muham- 
madans at Hamath, in N. Syria, swear by God’s 
phallus. 

‘In the village of Bludan, ahout twenty-Qve miles west from 
Damascus, which is composed of Greek Christians of a very low- 
type, the same oath is heard on the lips of women. . . . An- 
other form of oath of a similar sort may be heard in Nebk, in 
the SjTran desert, and at Zebedani.’S 

Muhammadans are said also to swear by the 
sacred pilgrimage route to lilecca. If the text of 
Am 8*® is correct, the Israelites used the same kind 
of oath : ‘ As the way of Beersheba liveth.’ But 
the oath is peculiar and without parallel in Heb., 
and the text is perhaps corrupt.® The pilgrimage 


* The word translated ‘ ns liveth ' has been less correctly 
rendered ‘by the life of.’ It is an adjective, and is pointed 
differently by the Massoretes {e.g., in 2 S 162') to distinguish 
oaths sworn by Jahweh from oaths sworn b}' false pods and 
other non-enduring persons and things. If Hos 4 't has pre- 
served the true text, the Israelites are forbidden there to swear 
‘ As the Lord liveth ! ’ This prohibition, however, is very un- 
likely. W. E. Harper (Amos and iff ojrn [ICC], Edinburgh, 1905, 
p. 263 f.) is probably right in conjecturing (with Wellhausen, 
Nowack, and G. A. Smith) that ‘ in Beersheba ■ has fallen out. 
Bead: ‘And swear not in Beersheba, “As Jahweh liveth!"’ 
This oath was permitted (Jer 42 SS'B), and at a later date was 
even commanded (Dt 6'® 102"). 

2 ’The use of this oath may he taken perhaps to imply phallic 
worship as its origin. Or it may be due to the kind of tradition 
■that makes certain persons the offspring of a divine father. 
"The stories of the opening of Leah’s womb (Gn 292') and of the 
wisit of the angel of Jahweh to Samson’s mother (Jg 133) have 
'been referred to in this connexion (see R. 0. Thompson, Semitic 
ifaoiC; p, 7S). 

sit has been su^estedthat dtrek should be read 
■dedeka, dud, literally ‘ darling,’ being used here in the sense of 
patron-god. Thus? ^ t-—. E pistles, 
and Apocalypses,’ : . . ' ■ _ . 'lUid os 

lireth thv ]>atron, • ■ 'aglossejit 

V. ILeipag, 1912] 252) even conjectures that there is no oath 


to Mecca is of such importance that it is natural to 
find this and other oaths associated with it. Thus 
the sanctity of him who instituted it, or of him 
in whose honour it is made, is, of course, a sanctity 
by which to swear. In Hariri’s Maqamah of 
Alexandria (as rendered by T. Preston, Makamat 
of Al Eariri of Basra, London, 1850) occur the 
ne.s : 

‘ Lo I here I swear by Jfecca’s Lord divine, 

Whose pilgrims, sped by camels, seek his shrine ’ (p. 103). 

Preston compares a similar asseveration in the 
poem of Nabegra : ‘ By the eternity of Him to 
whom I have gone on pilgrimage of the Hadj 1 ’ 
In the Maqamah of Koufa we nave (Preston, p, 
218) : ‘ By the sanctity of the Shaikh (Abraliam) 
who ordained the hospitable meal and founded the 
place to which the hadj is made (the Kaaha) in the 
mother of towns.’ 

The Essenes refrained altogether from swearing 
(Jos. BJ II. -viii. 6). It has been thought that even 
in Ec 9® the taking of an oath is regarded as objec- 
tionable.® In any case the Jews came to regard 
the taking of an oath as a very serious matter. 
The general principle is, ‘ Let thy yea be yea and 
thy nay be nay’ (Bahha M’^a, 49a); for he who 
utters an untruth is excluded from the divine 
presence! Sbiah, 42a), There are many passages in 
Rabbinic literature which express abliorrence of 
false or vain oaths. Such falsehood is one of the 
seven capital sins which provoke God’s severest 
judgnient on the world (AhMth, v,). A false oath, 
even if made unconsciously, involves a man in sin, 
and is punished as such (Gittin, 35a). Tlie oath 
or vow which a man was charged to make by a 
Jewish court of justice could be absolved by no 
Rabbi or Rabbinical tribunal. Oaths uttered over 
the Scroll of the Law were particularly sacred. In 
the age of the Gednim no dissolution of business 
contracts made on oath was permitted (of. E. 
Landau, Besponsen, Prague, 1776, ®1810-11, p. 
123).® 

Ln-BRATUBE. — SJ)B : ESi ; Herzog-Hauck, Eeolencytto- 
pddie3 ; JE ix. 865 ; Z>T ; J. D. Michaelis, Das mosaisehe 
Recht{ed. J. L. Saalsohutz), Berlla, 1840-48; W. Nowack, Lehr- 
buck der hebrdische Archaologie, 2 vols., Freiburg, 1804 ; S. A. 
B. Mercer, I'Ae Oath in Babylonian and Assyrian Literature, 
Paris, 1012; J. L. Burckhardt, Jiotes on the Bedouins and 
Wahabys, London, 1831 ; J. Wellhausen, Reste arabisehen 
Beidentums-, Berlin, 1891 ; W. Robertson Smith, Religion oj 
the Semite^, London, 1894, Kinship and ilarriage in Early 
Arabia, new ed., do. 1003; C. M. Doughty, Wanderings in 
Arabia, 2 vols., do. 1908; C. H. W. Johns, The Relations be- 
tween the Laws of Babylonia and the Laws of the Hebrew Peoples 
(Schweich Lectures, 1912), do. 1914. Sonae other works have 
been referred to in the course of the article. 

Maurice A. Canney. 

OBEDIENCE. — In the sphere of ethics the 
term ‘ obedience ’ signifies the practical submission 
to an authority regarded as universally valid or to 
an authority of a concrete or prorisional character. 

In the former case it standsopposed to disobedience ; 
in the latter to self-determination, culminating in 
complete personal autonomy, which, however, must 
be distinguished from romantic caprice. 

I. Obedience as an ethico-religious principle.— 
Unconditional obedience is demanded in certain 
stages of religion — in those, namely, which are 
characterized by the enunciation of positive laws. 
The laws in question may he grounded on ancient 
custom, priestly enactment, or the ordinances of 
sacred books. The motives for obedience, too, 
may be of the most varied kind, such as convention, 
fear, hope of reward, and even belief in the real 
excellence of the law, and trust in the authority 

here at nil. For he would read In both clanee-e 't, and, (or 
we-lit derek, wt-'l hOrlk'. ‘And they shni! say. Where is thy 
God, Dan ? and IVhere is thy Spring, Beersheba?’ _ 

1 Butthis is probably due to a wrong interpretation. Enwr 
one wlio takes an oath and loj-ally keeps it is contrasted with 
one who is afraid to Lake an oath or to keep it. 

2 For the Rabbinic references the writer Is Indebted to 
Maurice H. Farbridge, M.A., Faulkner Fellow In Manchester 
University. 
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■behind it. In no case, however, is the individual 
really free, for, while he is regarded as sufficiently 
intelligent to propose tasks for his own will, he is 
assumed to be still spiritually dependent and im- 
mature. 

To begin with, there are religions in which 
obedience to the deity takes the form of obedience 
to particular laws. Instances of this attitude are 
found in the law-book of Manu, in the religions of 
Egypt, Babylonia, and Persia, in Judaism, and in 
Muhammadanism. The inevitable result of this 
is a constant increase in the number of particular 
commandments, and a corresponding tendency to 
casuistry, as seen in Judaism, especially in the 
Halakha. External scrupulosity is here conjoined 
with a decline in ethical feeling, though it is true 
that reeling itself is sometimes brought under law, 
as when the Jesuits ask how often one must love 
God — ^if, e.g., twice a day will suffice. The laws 
may vary greatly in their subject-matter, but this 
is of less importance than the fact that laws have 
actually been given. A characteristic feature of 
this stage of development is that each law tends to 
stand by itself, and there is also a tendency to 
separate the works of the law from the individual 
doer, as in the Parsi religion (cf. the Thesaurus 
operum of Boman Catholicism), though it should 
be noted that in Parsiism purity of thought is 
demanded no less than purity of word and 
action. 

Nevertheless, it is impossible, in these forms of 
religion, to bring the inward spirit and the outward 
action into complete harmony, for the spirit en- 
joined is simply that of readiness to obey. More- 
over, as the laws are regarded as ordinances of the 
deity and therefore unchangeable, they often, as. 
e.g., in Islam, become a clog upon moral develop- 
ment, though it is true that the Jesuits, who make 
obedience a principle of ethics, have in the clergy 
an authority^ which decides each case by itself. 

The doctrine of absolute obedience presupposes 
that there are some who command ana some who 
obey. The latter are those who are assumed to be 
spiritually in their nonage. They are free in a 
purely formal sense, i.e. either to obey or to dis- 
obey, but not to reason why. In fact, the more 
rigorous the demand for obedience, the less possible 
is it for them to perceive the goodness of the law, 
so that their obedience itself becomes purely formal, 
and tends to degenerate into spiritual indifference, 
while in turn the commanding authority becomes in 
its decisions more and more inclined to mere caprice 
(cf. the probabilism of the Jesuits). At this stage 
disobedience may be simply an act of will in con- 
flict w’ith a particular law, or it may be a funda- 
mental revolt against mere submission, in which 
case it is construed by the authority as rebellion 
against God. But, while such revolt may rest 
upon self-will and arrogance, it may sometimes 
proceed from doubt as to the divine character and 
origin of the law enjoined, and this doubt may 
even prompt the question whether the individual 
ought to 'be pennanently treated as spiritually 
immature. Thus disobedience and doubt may 
usher in a higher movement — a process of develop- 
ment transcending the standpoint of absolute 
submission to authority. 

This process, again, exhibits various stages. The 
advance can be traced to some extent in several of 
the Aryan religions. Brahmanism insists upon 
the law of caste and the authority of the V'edas, 
but accords perfect freedom to those who are 
absorbed in tiie contemplation of Brahman. Bud- 
dhism in time re-instituted the distinction between 
monk and layman, and prescribed laws for each, 
but still asserted that redemption was for all, and 
that the more passive virtues of pity and contem- 
plation should rest upon individual initiative. It 


was in Greek ethics, however, that the princmle 
of obedience was more fully transcended. The 
Sophists, applying the solvent of doubt to con- 
vention and tradition, founded moral laws on 
voluntary determination. In the Republic of 
Plato the classes corresponding to ‘ appetite ’ and 
* courage ’ are certainly pledged to obedience, but 
those representing ‘reason’ are to act from their 
intuition of the Idea of the Good. A still greater 
measure of spontaneity and independence appears 
in .^istotle’s doctrine of virtue and the cosmopoli- 
tanism of the Stoics. 

Christianity, again, in so far as it is linked with 
the OT law, still retains a certain authoritative 
tendency, but in reality, as Christ proclaimed a 
free interpretation of the law, its characteristic 
attitude is fundamentally different. While the 
law still stands, the Holy Spirit is given to the 
Christian ; love is the fulfilling of the law ; the 
imiritual man judges all things. In its historical 
development, however, Christianity assumed a 
more statutory character as regards both doctrine 
and practice. In the Greek Church the authority 
set up was more of a doctrinal nature ; in the 
Boman the laity became wholly dependent upon 
the ecclesiastical institution. It is true that, 
originally, Protestantism urged the rights of 
personality in the religious s^ere, but neither in 
doctrine nor in ethics did it free itself fully from 
the standpoint of obedience. The authority of the 
Scriptures and of the Decalogue was maintained, 
and that of the confessions was added to it ; and, 
in short, submission to the Church met with more 
approval than the denial of papal infallibility 
might lead one to expect. Official Protestantism, 
in fact, is a transitional stage in which the religion 
of obedience and the religion of freedom have 
each a place. The same thing appears in recent 
Protestant ethics, which at once recognizes secular 
morality, and seeks to base morality upon Scripture 
and even upon the Church (J. Weiss, E. H. R. 
Frank, C. E. Luthardt). All along, however, 
there were thinkers to whom Christianity was 
essentially the relmion of freedom, who either, 
like Clement and Origen, distinguished between 
popular faith and knowledge, and found the source 
of a free and rational morality in a voluntary union 
with the Logos, or interpreted Christianity os a 
form of mysticism, whether of a more contempla- 
tive or a more ethical character, as, e.g., in Dio- 
nysius the Areopagite and in the German Theology 
(ed. F. Pfeiffer*, Gutersloh, 1875) respectively. In 
Beformation times we find a broader conception of 
ethics among certain dissenters, while subsequently 
the Quakers appealed to the Inner Light, the testi- 
mony of the spirit, in every heart. 

Within Chnstianity there has also been a rati- 
onalistic tendency which based ethics less upon 
obedience than upon action regulated by personal 
insight. Spinoza, who, though he did not belong 
to the Church, was in his ethics anything but a 
Jew, held that man shares in the divine activity, 
and so acts freely in the various relations of life. 
The English deists, notably Herbert of Cherbury, 
advocated a morality founded upon universal con- 
sent, virtue being thus based upon natural reason. 
But the most pronounced opponent of statutory 
obedience was Kant, who founded ethics on the 
autonomy of the practical reason. He rejected all 
attempts to find a basis for morality in authority 
of any kind, and, in particular, in religions 
authority. Beligion itself, he holds, rests upon 
morality : we postulate God simply as the guarantee 
that the moral law land the law of nature are 
ultimately one. The moral law is to be obeyed, 
however, because it is in itself good, and not on 
the ground of its diidne origin. 1< ichte, too, asserts 
that authority and tradition must be transformed 
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into freedom, and that vre must recognize ourselves 
as organs of divine Providence and as able to grasp 
the content of moral law by intellectual intuition. 
Hegel likewise brings morality under the stand- 
point of freedom, the final stage of this being the 
Sittlichkdt in which the human spirit comes into 
complete harmony with the moral content reveal- 
ing itself in the family, civil life, and the State. 
Autonomy of a kind is found also in the religious 
ethics of Schleiermacher : the divine spirit acts in 
man as the incentive to moral conduct, and know- 
ledge of moral content is draum from the Christian 
consciousness and from the moral reason, so that 
etliical action is free, resting upon religious impulse 
and personal insight. 

The results of the foregoing survey may be set 
forth as follows. As long as the individual falls 
short of complete self-mastery, he is dependent upon 
the community for his ethical conceptions, these 
being usually represented as of divine origin; at 
this stage his normal practice is simply obedience. 
A further point is reached when he asks for the 
grounds on which obedience is demanded. Here 
obedience may still be counselled — as the more 
profitable course. Put this is not an ethical solu- 
tion at all, and the next step is to inquire into the 
content of the moral law. Should obedience still 
be enforced, the individual begins to question the 
rightness of the law, and his mind oscillates be- 
tween doubt and submission. The liighest stage 
of moral life is reached when the subject not only 
acts from an ethical motive, but feels responsible 
for his knowledge of moral content, i.e. claims the 
right to test that content in each particular case. 

2 . Obedience in practical life. — It is obvious, 
however, that in certain phases of social life obedi- 
ence to a concrete authority, i.e. the subordination 
of private jud^ent and private choice to the ex- 
pressed will of others, may rightly be demanded. 
These phases maj be enumerated as follows : (1) 
the training of children — the necessity of obedience 
to parents or their representatives ; (2) the married 
state — the position of the wife in relation to her 
husband ; (3) domestic and industrial arrange- 
ments, or the hierarchy of private or public service 
— the servant’s submission to the master, or that 
of the subordinate to the superior official ; (4) the 
Church — the duty of the members to the consti- 
tuted authority ; and (5) the State — the relation 
of the subject to the law. With the exception of 
(3) these are dealt with in some detail in the art. 
Emancipation (vol. v. p. 27011., esp. § 2 ), and, 
more generally, also in the art. Authokitv (vol. 
ii. p. 249 ffi). For (3)— in part— see artt. Em- 
ployers, Employment (vol. v. pp. 295 f., 297 ft'.); 
here it need only be noted that the relation of 
master and servant, now that civilization has 
passed beyond the stage of slavery, is in essence 
a contract, that the servant’s obedience is simply 
his faithfulness to an agreement which was vol- 
untarilj' entered into and may be voluntarily 
dissolved, and that the relation may become an 
ideally ethical one when both employer and em- 
ployee take a kindly human interest in the con- 
cerns and welfare of each other. In the public 
service, again, the obedience of the inferior to the 
superior official would seem to be absolutely 
necessary for the sake of order, and the question 
here is how the inferior is to preserve his moral 
responsibility when commanded to do what offends 
his moral judgment. For him to abandon the 
service might mean that the State thus lost its 
most con.scientious officials, while to leave the 
responsibility of his conduct to his superior would 
be to reduce himself to a moral cipher. The 
practical solution of the problem is probably to be 
found in the right of free discussion : the inferior 
must be at liberty to lay his objections before the 


higher authority, and the latter must be willb" 
to discuss them; but in the last resort the com 
scientious objector, if still unsatisfied, should have 
the power of relinquishing his office. This case 
bears some affinity to that between subject and 
State (5). Here, however, another factor presents 
itself, viz. that in a free State the subject has a 
share in making the laws which he is asked to 
obey. He has the right to challenge any part of 
the established order, and to work for its reform, 
and accordingly it would seem that until the 
desired reform has been instituted it is his dutv to 
obey. 

3 . Obedience and freedom. — The fact that in 
certain concrete relationships obedience may be 
justly required is not in any real sense incom- 
patible with the fundamental personal freedom to 
which our inquiry in § i led us. In that inquiry 
we saw that the individual must attain to a sense 
of complete responsibility as regards his moral 
task. But it is a necessary condition of that task 
that, so far from being an isolated indivdduality, 
he is connected with other individuals, and stands 
with them in a vast complex of relations. His 
freedom is thus to be realized, not by breaking 
away from such order as has been established, but 
rather by exercising his inherent right to test all 
the laws, institutions, and counsels that constitute 
the established system of things. In this way his 
obedience is as far from blind submission as his 
freedom is from mere caprice. 

In any existing system of social relations the 
possibility of improvement and progress depends 
in the ultimate upon free criticism. If the con- 
victions of the individual are not at variance with 
the existent order, his obedience to it is obviously 
free action. Should there be antagonism, how- 
ever, between his convictions and tlie course of 
action demanded of him, he must be at liberty 
to state his views publicly, while, similarly, the 
authority claiming his obedience must be prepared 
to set forth the other side, and must not fall back 
upon any arbitrary dictum or ancient convention. 
In such conditions the individual should submit to 
the established order until it is abrogated. His 
obedience will then be no abandonment of the 
duty of forming and defending his 01 m convic- 
tions ; on the contrary, it will rest upon a recog- 
nition of the fact that statutoiy laws are essential 
to the existence of a community, and especially of 
the State — essential, that is, to the preservation 
and extension of freedom itself. Cf. also the 
artt. Education, Ethics and Morality, Filial 
Piety, Free Will, Loyalty, Slavery, etc. 

Litoratcke. — T he more important works relating to the 
subject are given in the literature to the artt. Auiiiokot and 
Emancitation, to which may be added A. Dorncr, 
sophische Elhik, Berlin, 1895, pp. 43711., 657ff., 407n., 5030., 
469 ff., 717 ff. A. DORNER. 

OBI.— See Vaudoux. 

OBJECT, OBJECTIVE 'Wliatever the mind 

can hold before it — attend to, think of, perceive, or 
contemplate — is called an ‘object’ of the mind; 
and this content of the mind’s interest is said to 
be ‘objective.’ 

The term ‘object’ has been used in phuosophi- 
cal discussions loosely and ambiguouslj' ; and in 
recent discussions the attempt is made to givo it 
the consistent though very general meaning for- 
mulated in the definition above (cf. DPhP, s.v.). 
The principal confusion has arisen from the use of 
‘object’ for ‘external object’ orpliysical thing, the 
‘ objective ’ world being the ‘ plij-sical ’ world. This 
is very inadequate for two reasons. 

(1) To identify the objective with the physical iv 
to limit the process by which the mind apprehends 
objects or contents generally to a single case, the 
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external, _ This is ^nite illegitimate. The process 
of the obiectifying of contents is one •which arises 
genetically very early in conscious life and develops 
through a series of stages in -u'hich objects of many 
sorts are constructed — objects of perception 
(things), of memory (images), of fancy, oif imagina- 
tion, of play, of thought. There are religious and 
Eesthetic objects, mental no less than physieal, 
fancied and imagined no less than seen and felt 
objects. The self is an object as the other person 
is ; the ‘ castle in Spain ’ and the imamned thought 
or idea. The absurd, the ■visionary, the impossible, 
all become mental objects when set up in con- 
sciousness for inspection, thought, or contempla- 
tion (of. A, Meinong, Gc^enstandstheorie, Leipzig, 
1907, and J, M, Baldwin, Thought and Things, 
3 vols,, London and New York, 1906-11), 

The ei^tei'iial or physical thing, therefore, is only 
one among many ‘ objects,’ each having its oivn 
characters or ‘ co-efficients,’ upon which the mind 
proceeds in giving it its place and mode of reality. 

(2) A second reason for rejecting the usage which 
makes the objective co-extensive with the external 
arises from the consideration of the dualism be- 
tween subjective and objective. This dualism 
appeared late in the history of reflexion, as it 
arises late also in the development of the individual. 
It requires the separation from each other of the 
two spheres of existence or reality as distinct 
worlds, one of experience, the other of that which is 
the cause or occasion of experience. But, before 
this is attained, the dualism of internal and ex- 
ternal is already in force. From the rise of com- 
petent perception the external world is dis- 
tinguished from the world of persons, and things 
are foreign to the observer and actor. _ Accordingly 
we have to say that the external thing takes on a 
new phase when it becomes an ‘obiept ’ to the 
mind that perceives it, a phase in which it is recog- 
nized as being not only a thing but also an element 
in experience and in so far a mental state. These 
two meanings are clearly distinguishable, as they 
are not always co-extensive ; hallucination shows 
the objective wrongly treated as external, and 
certain illusions such as those of persecution show 
the external endowed with properties which, while 
objective in force, are subjective in origin. 

Ill brief, then, the objective is a sphere within 
experience ; and, in a given case, the object may or 
may not have external value as weU. 

There are, therefore, strong reasons supporting 
the definition given above. It enables us to_ con- 
sider objecti-vity and externality as two relatively 
distinct problems. In the analysis of mature con- 
sciousness it is important that the question of 
epistemology — what is the meaning of the external ? 
—should not be embarrassed by complications 
arising from the problem of the objective. 

Literature. — See the classic discussions ol theory of know- 
ledge by Locke, Hume, Berkeley, etc,, and the chapters on 
‘Knowledge* in the principal systematic treatises on psy- 
chology. J, Mark Baldwin. 

OBLIGATION.— See Moral Obligation. 

OBSCENITY.— The definition of obscenity 
both in language and in law is vague. 

The OEJ)t s.v. ‘ Obscene,* says : * ad. U obscenus, dbsctvmis, 
adverse, inauspicious, ill-omened; transf. abominable, dis- 
gusting, filthy, indecent ; of doubtful etjTuology.’ 'The precise 
meaning,’ says Crales, * Is decidedly ambiguous,' but 'the test 
of criminality . . . is whether the exhibition or matter tends to 
deprave.* 

In Craies’s definition not only is it necessary to 
define ‘ deprave,’ ^ but it is extremely improbable 
that the original intention of the law was this 
alone. The law merely codifies social resentment, 
hut why social opinion originally resented ‘ obscen- 
ity ’ is a difficult question of psychology. Mean- 
1 W. F. Craics, EErll six. 053. 


while, -(vith regard to the meaning of the idea and 
the etymology of the Latin term, it is to he noted 
that the diiierentia of obscene things, acts, and 
words is, negatively, concealment, or, positively, 
publication. In other words, to take a consider- 
able percentage of obscene matter, this consists 
of natural acts and terms, and the exploitation of 
the organs from which they are derived, which, on 
being made public, offend social opinion. Thus, a 
plausible derivation of the word connects it with 
Latin obscurus, ‘ concealed,’ and terms in various 
languages corroborate this. But the primary mean- 
ing of the Latin word seems to have been ‘ inaus- 
picious,’ ‘ ill-omened,’ and the Latins resented 
obscenity just for this reason of Ul-omen.^ A par- 
allel to this is the social objection to profane 
swearing. The most probable derivation, there- 
fore, is jserhaps that of Littr6 and Skeat:® con- 
nected with the Lat. sccevus, ‘ left,’ ‘ left-handed,’ 
and 'inauspicious,’ the word obscenus, obsemnus, 
may presuppose obsemvinus, on the strength of the 
verb obsemvarc, found in Plautus.® 

The things, acts, or words which when published 
constitute obscenity cannot produce social resent- 
ment on one ground alone. There is, e.g., a ten- 
dency to explain the modem feeling as a develop- 
ment from a primitive magical use of the sexual 
and excretory areas. Thus, Ellis suggests that the 
universal gesture of contempt by exposure was 
originally magical and intended to drive away evil 
spirits, the evil eye, and the like.^ But it is diffi- 
cult to see how a gesture of magical potency should 
have substituted for this the quality of contempt, 
based, as it here is, upon excretory relations. 
Again, the idea of obscenity is fully developed 
among primitive peoples, and they show no trace 
of the magical meaning, though the suggestion of 
filthiness is frequent. On the other hand, though 
the psychology of sex is always complicated by the 
excretory relations, it is impossible to refer obscen- 
ity to the latter sphere alone.® Again, it is doubt- 
ful whether even in the Greek and Roman use of 
the phallus as an ivorpSTraioy, fascinum, amulet 
against eidl and the evil eye,® the original potency 
of the charm was ‘magical.’ The erect form of it, 
as, e.g., in the statues of Priapus which protected 
gardens, rather suggests contempt, based upon 
sexual power. Vague magical ideas would natur- 
ally attach themselves later. 

The application of obscenity as a form of abuse, 
among both primitive and civilized peoples, and 
certain facts of sexual and excretory mental path- 
ology, throw light upon the whole subject oi the 
psychical bases of tlie idea of obscenity. The 
simpler societies, as, e.g., those of the Dutch East 
Indies, are familiar ivith the idea and practice of 
obscenity. They chiefly use it, as do the children 
of European peasants, by way of opprobrium and 
insult. Exposure, gestures, and language include 
both the sexual and excretory spheres. Natural 
modesty is violated, contempt is expressed, and 
there is a minor form of curse, consisting in a ivish 
that the victim may break this or that sexual tabu 
— ^in other -words, commit this or that form of 
incest or self-abuse.'^ The only trace of a super- 

1 H. Havelock Ellis, Studies in the Psychology of Sex, i., The 
Evolution of Modesty, Philadelphia, 1899, p. 07. 

2 Littr6, Diet, de la lannue fran^aise, lii. [1873] 780 ; Steal, 
Etymological Diet, of the £ng. Language*, Oxford, 1010, s.v. 

'•> dsinaria, n, f. 18. 

t Studies in the Psychology of Sex, v.. Erotic Symbdism, 
Philadelphia, 1000, p. 100 f. 

t As TL Fuchs, Das erotische Element in der Karikalur, 
Munich, 1912, p. 28. quoted by Ellis, Studies in the Psychology 
of Sex, iv.. Sexual Selection in Man, Philadelphia, 1905, p. 47. 

s Fascinum means both the evil eye and the charm, in shape 
of the phallus, worn by children to protect them against it O'". 
Smith, Diet, qf Gr. arid Pom. Antiptitiest>, London, 1690-91, L 
827). 

7 J. G. F. Riedel, De sluik- en kroesharige ratsen tueschen 
Setebes en Papua, The Hague, 1880, p. 43. 
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Btitious or magical content is in reference to the 
menses. But the so-called ‘horror’ of this 
function is probably in origin based upon disgust 
at excretory phenomena, magical ideas following 
as usual. 

The obsession knomi as ‘exhibitionism’ illus- 
trates what may be called the tendency to obscen- 
ity, which seems to be connected with a self-feeling 
based upon sex.^ Similarly, the obsession knoum 
as ‘befouling’ is a pathological replica of the 
normal method of expressing contempt by an 
obscene act. 

Some typical expressions of social practice and 
theory may here be noted. In common with 
civilized peoples generally the natives of N.W. 
Central Queensland employ two vocabularies for 
the sexual organs, a ‘decent’ and an ‘indecent.’” 
Throughout human history there has persisted some 
form of veneration for the organs which perpetu- 
ate the race. Greek religion had it&phallophoria,^ 
and Indian religion has from the earliest times 
had its veneration or worship of the lihga and yoni. 
The British raj has made special exemptions for 
representations in temples or in processions of idols 
which to the European might appear obscene.^ 
Eespeot for the genital organs has, to the credit 
of humanity, prevailed over disgust, and the so- 
called ‘ phallic worship ’ of early investigators was 
a fact, though misconstrued (see Phallism).® 

The employment of sexual functions as a magical 
method of stimulating the growth of vegetation 
has been illustrated by Frazer.® This and the 
similar practice of exposing the person in agricul- 
tural ritual constitute a sort of legalized obscenity. 
In saturnalian proceedings also obscenity, especi- 
ally of language, is enjoined. Similarly on other 
occasions obscene language is allowed to women if 
thOT are interrupted by men in their owa rites.” 

Whether ritual obscenity in amicultural magic 
is based on the idea of homceopathy, and is origin- 
ally to stimulate growth, is very doubtful. Many 
cases seem to have the character of the fascinum, 
and to be intended to drive away evil influences. 
There are many others also which are not con- 
cerned with agriculture. A priori, it would be 
expected that obscenity legalized in ritual should 
retain the meaning of obscenity in general, and a 
comparison of these ritual uses oeems to show the 
same conclusion. 

Literatdre. — B esides the works cited in the artioie see J. G. 
Bonrke, Scatalogic Rites of all Nations, Washington and Lon- 
don, 1891. A. E. Crawley. 

OBSCURANTISM. — ^The significance of this 
term is moral rather than intellectual, the state of 
darkness which it denotes being the result not 
merely of unenlightenment, hut also and far more 
of opposition to the light (Is 5”® ‘ Woe unto them 
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness ’ ; 
Lk 11®” ‘Ye have taken away the key of know- 
ledge ’). 

‘ I'or the true cbsmrantists are the passions, the prejudices, 
the blinding delusions of our nature, warpt by evil habits and 
self-indulgence ; the real obscurantism is bigotry, In all its 
forms, which are many and even opposite ’ (J. 0. Hare, in 
Guesses at Truth Tico Brothers, llbndon, 1897, 2nd ser., p. 
SOIL). 

As regards the sphere of its operation, however, 
obscurantism is a term of intellectual import, 
since it has reference to the interests of knowledge 
rather than to those of practical life. 

The name owe.s its origin to the meditevalizing 
tendency prevalent in Europe during the earlier 
part of the 19th century. 

1 See Ellis, Erotic Sj/mbolism, p. 100 f. 

3 W. E. Roth, Ethnological Studies, etc., Brisbane and London, 
1897, p. 184. 

3 L. R. Famell, CGS v. 197. * Craies, loc. cit. 

B R. Andree, ZE x.vrl. [1895] G78. 

6 Glh, pt. i.. The Magic Art, London, 1911, li. 97 f. 

1,GBS, pt. li., Taboo, Ixjndon, 1911, p. 154. 


Then ‘ the world, as that generation dreamed, was to be 
made young again,— not by drinking, where Wordsworth led 
from the fresh springs of nature,— but by an elixir distilled from 
the withered flowers of medieval Catliolioism and chivalry, and 
even from the old roots of primeval wisdom ’ (W. AVallace, The 
Logie oj Hegel,_OxtOTd, 1874, p. xxx). 

On this subject the writer of the passage already 
quoted from Guesses at Truth had remarked just 
before : 

‘ People have been sounding the alarm for many years past ail 
over Europe against what they call obscurantism andobscurant- 
ists ; that is, against a supposed plot to extinguish all the new 
lights of our days, and to draw down the night of the middle 
^es on the awakening eyes of mankind ’ (p. 601). 

Probably he has in view the ecclesiastical as well 
as the literary movements of the century, but in 
any cMe the attempted revival of meditevalism 
gave rise to the employment of the term. At the 
present time obscurantism, so far as it is not 
used in a general sense as signifying opposition 
to inquiry and enlightenment, suggests medimval 
associations in their more historical connexion 
rather than their revival in the 19th century. As 
thus understood, however, the term alwa3^s should 
be, though it by no means always is, applied not 
so much to what went on during the Middle Ages 
as to what went on at their close. For it was not 
until scholasticism, e.g. (which is most often the 
reference intended), had ceased to serve its purpose 
that it could -with justice be described as obscur- 
antism ; i.e., it was not until then that it could 
truly be said to be injurious to intellectual interests 
from an ethical point of view. In other words, 
obscurantism can oe rightly ascribed to mediteval 
thought only when the latter, in the days of its 
decline, came to stand in direct opposition to 
humanism. The humanistic movement was no 
doubt primarily directed to the removal of intel- 
lectual hindrances, such, e.g., as those enumerated 
by Bacon in his list of idola (cf., however, Novum 
Organum, bk. i., aphorisms Ixv., Ixxxix., and xc., 
for some of the more strictly obscurantist impedi- 
menta). But, besides thus contributing to the 
progress of knowledge, humanism also acted as a 
purifying influence udth respect to that corruption 

roceeding from moral causes which had been pro- 

uced by mediseval obscurantism, and especially it 
sen'ed this purpose 5vith respect to the revival of 
the sense of truth.” 

The impulse to obscurantism in its more general 
signification arises from a deeply-rooted, if not in- 
herent, tendency of human nature to distrust know- 
ledge. This tendency is especially liable to become 
aggravated when it operates in the sphere of religion : 

‘in the religious world generally, an uneasy suspicion of 
knowledge and its results, of intellect and its cultivation," a 
mistrust not of any result of science, but of science itself, a 
disaffection not to this or that critical investigation, but to the 
inquiring mind," a sentiment of Jealousy towards intelligence, 
as something not wholly good in its nature’ (Mark Pattlson, 
Sermons, London, 1885, p. 188 f. ; sermons vi. and vii. are both, 
in fact, directed against obscurantism). 

Obscurantism, when it is wide-spread, commonly 
makes its appearance in a decadent state of society 
and under conditions favourable to the growth of 
professional or class exclusiveness. As thus con- 
sidered, it is the vice of a select body which stands 
in no relation to the common conscience and the 
light of day. 

‘ The more exclusive the professional class becomes, the more 
separate, collectively, from the body of the Church, the more 
serious is this danger.’ Not even Christianity ‘could have 
been preserved from moral dissolution but for the incessant 
revolt from beneath of the unsophisticated conscience of the 
multitudes. ... It is an ominous symptom in a Church when 
it is content to look upon the masses in darkness, when it dls- 
courages every attempt to make their share in the common 


1 ' The revival of the sense of Truth was due to the secular 
philosophers of the seventeenth century— men like Bacon, 
Descartes, and Locke ’(U’. E. H. Lccky, Spirit of Rationalism 
in Europe's^ London, 1805, ii. 490)— on overstatement, but one 
which is perhaps not surprising, having regard to the nature 
and extent of the effects produced (for a presentation of these 
in a popular form tee Edith SIchel, The llenaistanee, London, 

D.d.). 
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heritage accessible to them, when It sets itself to thwart upward 
movements ' (J. Denney, ‘ The Dissolution of Eeligion," in Bxp 
V. iv. [1896) 265, 267 f.). 

The forms which obscurantism assumes are 
many and various. Not unfrequently it endeavours 
to prevent the truth from coming to light by 
means of a studied ambiguity, resorting for tins 
purpose to unmeaning phrases, undefined issues, 
and Kabbinical subtleties. Or, again, sometimes 
the obscurantist, takingadvantageof the undoubted 
fact that ‘the background of thought is ... a 
mystery for all of us, a realm of things which even 
if known cannot be fully expressed’ (H. M. 
Jwatkin, The Knowledge o_f God\ Edinburgh, 
1908, ii. 314), misrepresents this truth so as to make 
it serve for the purpose of excluding from the 
province of legitimate inquiry matters which, 
within limits, admit of investigation as likewise of 
intelligible explanation. Or, once more, a kindred 
distortion of the moral sense is evidenced by the 
unwholesome preference of obscurantists for that 
which is secondary and derivative as contrasted 
with that which is primary and fundamental, for 
the accretions and embellishments of truth as 
contrasted with the sources of its inspiration, for 
the peculiarities of practice and doctrine as con- 
trasted with the obligations which are universally 
binding. 

Thus, It was the complaint urged by hts contemporaries 
against the prophet Isaiah that ' the general truths of spiritual 
religion ’ which ho proclaimed were of the nature of * common- 
place repetitions precept upon precept, precept upon pre- 
cept, line upon line, line upon line the complaint 

of the babblers of Ephesus against S. John, the protest of all 
scholastic and pedantic systems against the freeness and the 
breadth of a Greater than John or Isaiah’ (A. P. Stanley, Lect. 
on the But. of the Jexoish Church, ed. London, 1889, 11. SS5). 

Lastly, this dislike of simplicity and of those 
common moralities which are always the soul of 
religion usually takes practical effect in the sub- 
stitution of mechanism and authority for the 
seeing eye and sympathetic heart, the result being 
a gradually diminishing respect for truth and a 
total absence of enthusiasm on its behalf. 

Obscurantism always sooner or later provokes a 
reaction, the presence of which makes itself felt 
sometimes negatively — e.g., in a sense of dissatis- 
faction and state of unrest — at other times in 
positive and constructive efforts such as the recon- 
sideration of the standards of faith or the revision 
of formularies and Church government. The 
methods adopted by obscurantism for the purpose 
of suppressing such manifestations resemble those 
previously adopted by it for tbe purpose of pre- 
venting them from making their appearance. 

TbuB, ’what was meant Innocently, though, perhaps, without 
due regard for the consequences,’ Is by the obscurantist repre- 
sented as * a conspirac}*, a rebellion, an attempt to overthrow 
the faith ’ (j6. 1. 195). 

Or, it may be, the obscurantist canonizes the dead 
prophets whom his prototypes in the past perse- 
cuted, whilst living prophets are persecuted by 
himself. 

But, though obscurantism is possessed of almost 
unlimited resources, and though _ its intensive 
power is only increased owing to its being com- 
pelled by the progressive tendencies of modem 
civilization to work beneath the surface, we may 
remember for our comfort, on the other hand,_ that 
the really notable thing that has been achieved 
during the last three centuries is not so much any 
addition which has been made to our knowledge, 
or any result of inventive skiU or industrial cflbrt, 
as rather the education of precisely those truth- 
loving propensities of human nature which are most 
likely to be of service in the struggle against obscur- 
antist influences. Thus, what most counts now 
in religious inquiry, philanthropy, and physical 
science (to take only three examples) js tao spirit 
which prevails in these spheres, and this spirit will 


be found in each case to have been acquired as the 
result of an evolution by antagonism to such influ- 
ences through long ages. There are, however, 
other more specific encouragements which we may 
likewise cherish — e.g., the love of publicity in the 
modem world, the growth of sympathy, the spread 
of democracy, the more critical spirit in which 
estimates and claims once taken for granted are 
now examined. These remedies have tkeir value 
and are in their measure efficacious, but it should 
never be forgotten that obscurantism is due to 
a deliberate intention and cannot therefore be 
successfully combated merely by those agencies 
which are designed for the removal of error or 
ignorance. 

Literatcre.— T he literature, involving, ns it does, references 
to text-books on the reactionary movements in history and to 
miscellaneous works illustrative of the anti-progressive ten- 
dencies in human nature, is too comprehensive to be here 
summarized. More specific references which may be found 
useful (in addition to those mentioned in the article) are the 
following ; Plato, Pheedrus, 272 to end, J^ublie, 882 fi. (and cf. 
vrtoKopi(6titvoi in 400 E), Laws, 876 ; Thucydides, iii. 82 ; 
Abelard, Introd. ad Theotogiam (Opera, ed. A. Duchesne, Paris, 
1618, p. 1046 [on the depreciation of religious knowledge)) ; C. 
Werner, Die Scholastxk des spateren Mittelalters, Vienna, 
1831-87, li. ; A. Hamack, Bist. of Dogma, Eng. tr., London, 
1894-99, vl. 101 (on the decline of scholasticism), vii. 108 (on 
Liguori) ; C. Beard, Port Jiogal, do. 1873, vol. i. bk. li. chs. li., 
iv. f., vol. ii. bk. iii. ch. ii. ; J. Tnllocm Bist. of national 
Theologg and Christian Philosophy in England in the 17th 
Century, Edinburgh, 1872, i. 38 f. ; C. J. Abbey and J. H. 
Overton, The English Church in the 18th Century, London, 
1878, 1. 297-300 (on the conditions which give rise to obscur- 
antism); I. A. Domer, Bist. of Protestant Theology, Eng. tr., 
Edinburgh, 1871, ii. 77, 255; A. Plummer, 'Becollections of 
Dr. Dollinger,’ in Eoip iv. i. [1690) 274 f. (three admirable 
examples); B. Jowett, Thessalonians, Galatians, Romans^, 
London, 1894, esp. ’ Dissertation on Casuistry ’ ; G. Tyrrell, 
Medievalism, London, 1908 ; G. Salmon, Infallibility of the 
Church\ do. ; and a ^eat number of others, though by many 
who make use of the term it is understood merely in their own 
sense end is applied merely from their own point of view. 

C. A. Whittuck. 
OBSESSIONS.— See Insanity. 


OCCASIONALISM. — Occasionalism, or the 
doctrine of occasional causes, is a theory which 
was propoimded in the Cartesian school in order to 
explain the relation between soul and body. Pre- 
Cartesian (scholastic) philosophers had believed in 
a reciprocal causal relation between body and 
mind, a natural or physical interaction, consisting 
in the passage of substance from the one to the 
other {mflnxus physieus). But the extreme dual- 
ism of Descartes (1596-1650), according to which 
matter and mind were absolutely independent and 
disparate substances, rendered such an explanation 
impossible for himself. He believed in interaction, 
but was unable to explain it in terms of anything 
known. He could only regard it as a unique fact ; 
and he left the problem which it implied without 
any satisfactory solution. 

Here lay one of the most obvious weaknesses of 
the Cartesian system, and Descartes’s followers 
were not slow in realizing it and endeavouring to 
remove it. Descartes himself had spoken of mind 
and matter as alike dependent on nothing but the 
‘ ordinary co-operation ^ of God. Thk suggestion 
was seized by several of his disciples. Louis de 
la Forge declared the relation between body and 
soul to be explicable only on the supposition that 
they had been originally united by (iod. J. Clau- 
berg (1622-65) denied that body could influence 
mind, though he did not deny the reverse action, 
and taught that bodily events are only the occa- 
sions, not the causes, of mental. G. de Corderaoy 
(1620-84), on the other hand, held that, without 
divine interi'ention, it is as impossible for the soul 
to receive new ideas as for the oody to receive new 
motions : on the occasion of a bodily change God 
produces the corresponding ‘idea’ in the soul, and 
on the occasion of our willing God moves our limb. 
S. Edgis (1632-1707), another Cartesian, reached 
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the inference that God is the only truly efficient 
cause. 

These doctrines were developed and systemati- 
cally formulated as a coherent theory hy Arnold 
Geulincx (1623-69), a Cartesian of the Netherlands ; 
he, therefore, is usually regarded as the founder of 
occasionalism. Geulincx held that self-activity 
cannot he unconscious ; that one can do nothing 
ivithout being conscious of how the action is per- 
formed ; for whatever is produced from the mental 
substance must he produced clearly and distinctly. 
From this he deduced that the body is beyond 
control ; we are only spectators of its motions ; it 
is managed by the Deity. And, if mind cannot he 
conceived as working the body, much less can the 
material thing he capable of influencing the mental. 
Finite beings, then, are only occasions or instru- 
ments for the activity of God. The correspondence 
between the series of hodUy movements and the 
series of volitions and ideas was illustrated hy 
analogy with two clocks which keep time, not 
because the one affects the other, hut because they 
are the work of one and the same maker. Such 
occasioualism does not, as is often supposed, imply 
the arbitrary intervention of a Dci« rx machina 
or universal special providence. The correspon- 
dence between the bodily and the mental series is 
ruled hy general laws ordained by God. The cor- 
relation is thus pre-established, not the result of 
perpetual isolated miracles. But Geulincx does 
not ground the concomitance and correspondence 
between the hodUy and mental in the real nature 
of the material and spiritual substances ; he recog- 
nizes immanent causality no more than transeunt. 

In these respects Geulincx’s theory is to be dis- 
tinguished from Leibniz’s (1646-1716) doctrine of 
pre-established harmony, with which it has much 
in common. Indeed, the Leibnizian doctrine grew 
out of, and was intended to replace, occasionalism. 
But, whereas the theory of Geulincx made the 
connexion between body and soul, and their con- 
comitant phenomena, merely arbitrary, Leibniz’s j 
pre-established harmony was rational, in that each 
monad was supposed to unfold its series of states 
in an intelligible order. 

The extremest development of occasionalism is 
to be found in Malebranche (1638-1715), whose La 
Recherche de la viriti appeared about nine years 
later than the Ethiea of Geulincx. Occasionalism 
was first intended as a theory of the relation be- 
tween body and soul, such as should obviate the 
necessity of asserting their interaction. Its ap- 
plication was extended, however, to causation in 
general, and it culminated in the denial of trans- 
eunt, or efficient, or, indeed, of any kind of secondary 
causes. In denying necessary connexion between 
two events which we relate as cause and efiect, 
Malebranche foreshadowed part of Hume’s doctrine. 
Further, Malebranche gives the doctrine an epis- 
temological significance. Not only can mind and 
matter not interact ; mind cannot even know 
matter. We ‘see things in God’; i.e., apart from 
our connexion with Him and His activity upon us, 
we can neither perceive nor wiU. As God is the 
only cause, so is He the only source of all our 
knowledge. Matter is thus only the ‘ occasion ’ of 
our knowledge. Our knowledge of nature is fully 
explained by God’s working in us. Logically, 
Malebranche should have iibolished one of the 
‘substances’ of Cartesian dualism or else have 
applied extension to the nature of God, as did 
Spinoza. It is interesting to see that Berkeley 
(16S4-1753), who did take the foiroer of these 
alternative steps, arrived by a diflerent road at 
the main result of the occasionalists — that there is 
no secondary efficient causality. The ‘ occasional 
causes ’ of Geulincx and JIalebranche are the 
equivalents of Berkeley’s ‘ signs.’ Had Geulincx 


and Malebranche not been restrained from follow- 
ing out the latent consequences of their occasional- 
ism by their devotion to the Christian religion, 
they would inevitably have been led on to tjpmoz- 
ism. Their theory supplied them with a regular 
and orderly world, ■uith its necessary conne.xions. 
But these necessary connexions did not inhere in 
things ; they inhered solely in the will of God. 
That the world is a cosmos, not a chaos, is due, 
for them, to the uniformity of God’s will. This 
uniformity is merely postulated. Moreover, it is 
such that Malebranche can call it ‘usual’ only; 
he thus seeks an opening for miracle and divine 
personality. A little more rigour in logicality, 
and these premisses yield the conclusion of Spinoz- 
ism. 

The rise of occasionalism (a solution of causality 
on theistic lines) involved the emergence of ' the 
causal problem ’ (see Cause, Causality). The 
Cartesian school prepared the way for Hume. 
But, since the 17th cent., occasionalism has been of 
little more than historical interest. 

LiTERATiraE. — R. Descartes, Meditations, tr. J. Veftoh!’, 
London, 1SS7, v.and vi.. Passions de I’Ame, etc. ; A. Geulincx, 
Ethiea, 1665, p. 113, and Metaph. vera, 1691, i. 6-8 ; N. Male- 
branche, Entretiens sur la mitaph. et sur la religion (dial, vii.), 
and Jtccherche de la viriti, v,, vi., etc. ((Euvres, ed. J. Simon, 
Paris, 1842-.53);G. V.' '. V ' 

11-end ; G. Berke ■ ■ . ' ... 

Hplas and Philoyto : . ' ■■■ ; 

Histories of PhiIosoph 3 -— e.p., A. H. Ritter (Enj. tr., Oxtorh, 
lS3S-)6), F. C. A. Schwegler (Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1867), F. 
Ueberweg (Eng. tr.^, London, 18S5), J. E. Erdmann (Eng. tr., 
do. 1S90), W. Windelband (Eng. tr.. New York, 1893), H. 
Hoffding (Eng. tr., London, 1900). For Clauberg see Piet, des 
Sciences philos., parune sociitide professeurs de phitos., Paris, 
1844, i. 623. F, B. Tennant. 

OCCULTISM. — ‘Occultism’ is a term of 
recent invention ; it is unknown to most diction- 
aries. Popular use, however, is apparently tending 
to give it both a general and a special meaning. 
It purports generally to signify the doctrines, 
practices, and rites of things hidden and mysterious, 
and thus extends its meaning to cover the realms 
of magic and mystery, marvel and miracle of every 
kind ; not only so, but it would further clnim_ for 
itself autliority in the well-nigh limitless regions 
of abnormal psychical phenomena, and even those 
of religious e.xperience. It thus aspires to embrace 
so vast a field of such varied phenomena that it 
has all the appearance of being a vague generaliza- 
tion of no scientific value ; and it seerns highly 
improbable that it will maintain its own lofty 
claims against the popular hardening of its mean- 
ing into a more special sense. Tins popular re- 
stricted meaning associates occultism with the 
occult sciences and their study ; the term should 
therefore be more particularly confined to the 
claim that there are really such sciences, and that 
the rumours of them are not due solely to the 
! vivid imagination of the credulous or to the modern 
I uncritical revival of sinierstitions from a pre- 
scientiJic age. The OED implies this when in 
such reference it gives ‘occult’ the signification 
‘ of the nature of or pertaining to the ancient and 
medimval reputed sciences (or their modern repre- 
sentatives) held to involve the knowledge or use of 
agencies of a secret or mysterious nature (as mngic, 
alchemy, astrology, theosophy and the like).’ 
Tlie open verifiable human knowledge to winch 
the name ‘ science ’ is reserved by general use has, 
as every one knows, gradually encroached njwn 
the one-time private preserves of the artificially 
occult. It is not only that chemistry, e.t/., has 
superseded alchemy, and astronomy astrology, so 
that the occultist, in defence of the ancient claims 
of these once reputed sciences, has to withdraw to 
psychic ground and the subjectivism of symbolism, 
but also that a whole world of psychical phenomena, 
some of which, conscious!}’ or unconsciously, formed 
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the main _ stock-in-trade of the magicians and 
psychic initiates of the past, are now being openly 
experimented with hy scientific methods of observa- 
tion and description. In the phenomena of hyp- 
nosis and suggestion, of abnormal psychology and 
psychical research, we are gradually acquiring a 
vast territory from the hitherto occult and mapping 
it out, and it is on this common groimd of so-called 
'borderland’ science that the claims of occultism 
are being, and will continue to he, scientifically 
tested, 'rhe special meaning of ‘ occultism,’ then, 
as found in current literature dealing with psychism 
and allied subjects, is the claim to knowledge of a 
scientific nature which is inaccessible to the accepted 
methods of positive objective scientific research. 

That there are innumerable physical and psychi- 
cal secrets of nature and man still to be discovered 
no one ndll deny ; that there are phenomena which 
it is the habit of scientific men not to admit until 
compelled to do so those acquainted with the 
history of so-called mesmerism and of the opposi- 
tion to the work of even organized psychicalresearch 
will find little difficulty in acknowledging. But 
the claim of the occultist goes far beyond this ; 
his claim is that the perfect science of all these 
matters not only already exists in the divine mind 
or even in the minds of superhuman intelligences, 
but that it is possessed actually here and now by 
certain perfected' individuals of human lineage — 
that there already exists a secret science of nature 
and of man to which access can be gained only by 
the duly initiated. Occultism thus stakes its all 
on the claim of being science ; it is neither religion 
nor religious mysticism, neither philosophy nor art. 
An occultist in any precise sense of the word is 
one who claims to be an initiated pupil of the 
adepts or secret holders and dispensers of this 
reputed precise, hidden knowledge of nature and 
of man. 

There is, of course, nothing new in all this, 
except that the modem claims are vastly greater 
than those of antiquity and of the Middle Ages. 
In the past, in all ages and climes, there have been 
persistent rumours of secret knowledge and claims 
to the possession of secret poAvers. Indeed, secrecy 
was for long the general condition of all special 
knowledge. From the primitive magician and 
medicine-man omvards, manifold reports of secret 
societies and associations, of mystery-institutions, 
of initiation and adeptship, are recorded throughout 
the centuries. A generation ago it was supposed 
that positive science had put an end to all such 
pretensions and extravagances. But to-day we 
have a marked renaissance of these rumours and a 
Avidely-spreading interest in everything connected 
AArith the idea of initiation. In some circles claims 
that beggar the proudest boasts of the past are 
openly advanced; and it is asserted that the 
government of the Avorld, if not of the universe, is 
in the hands of those AA'ho knoAV the inner nature 
and secrets of the cosmos, and avIio constitute a 
hierarchy of ever loftier grades reaching even up 
to deity itself. These reputed perfected men 
claim to be the masters of inexhaustible sources of 
occult scientific knoAvledge attained by means of 
laboriously and carefully trained psychical and 
spiritual poAvers, the nature of the loAvest of which 
may be deduced from.a study of abnormal psychical 
phenomena and of the traditional systems of 
psychology and mental discipline in India and 
other Eastern lands. 

The general tenor of the claims of occultism is 
thus seen to be that there is an indefinitelv exten- 
sible domain of the secret science of inner tilings or 
of occult causation ; that this knowledge is iax more 
accurate and detailed than that of the open sciences 
of material and mental phenomena, Avhich deal 
solely Avith normally accessible data and their inter- 


relations and, therefore, at best Ainth secondary 
causes ; and that such IcnoAvledge may be acquired 
by definite methods of training and research under 
the direction of those Avho have been already 
initiated into these reputed mysteries. In the 
first place, Ave are asked to believe that there is a 
Avealth of as yet .profanely undiscoA^ered physical 
facts Avhich are already knoAA’n to the adepts of 
occult science — facts Avfiich can and aaoII be gradu- 
ally discovered by the normal progress of open 
scientific research and its continually improAung 
methods and instruments. In the second, Ave are 
told that these secrets are otherwise learned by 
the occultist, Avho holds that all physical facts and 
forces are mainly, if not exclusively, determined 
and ruled from Avithin by means of psychical facts 
and forces. The immediate instruments of his 
science, he asserts, are therefore necessarily psychi- 
cal — extensions by psychical intensification of the 
normal range of physical sensation and the develop- 
ment of new organs, or the actualizing of latent or 
potential organs and orders of sense, and of a great 
variety of psychic and mental poAvers. 

The contention, therefore, is that the science of 
inner nature is not an arbitrary AA'ithholding of 
knoAvledge, but a natural secret, and necessarily 
so, because the means of research are not normally 
possessed by mankind. Open science is confined 
to accurate observation and description of pheno- 
mena by the normal powers of sense and mind, 
aided by delicate instruments of research perfected 
by human ingenuity to extend the range and 
correct the inaccuracy of the normal senses. The 
claim of occultism, on the contrary, is that the 
range of the senses can be enormously extended 
psychically, and so the imperfection and inaccur- 
acies of the normal senses can be progressively 
corrected by the natural development of the poAvers 
of the human organism itself ; and, as these are 
said to be indefinitely, if not infinitely, developable, 
the knoAvledge so acquired can, ex hypothesi, become 
more and more perfect, not only as to the super- 
ficial observation and cataloguing of physical facts, 
but also in the more immediate observation of 
mental and spiritual processes and realities. And, 
such being the conditions of research, it folloAVs 
inevitably, it is said, that this order of science 
must necessarily be secret ; for it can be proved 
and authenticated only by those and to those who 
are possessed of such poAvers. Thus, e.g., Avith 
regard to purely physical phenomena, a man, it is 
claimed, can become, as it Avere, his own microscope 
and telescope psychically. It is further asserted 
that the range and accuracy of such psychical 
poAA'ers, Avhen properly trained, can be so extended 
as to make the most pOAA-erful and delicate in- 
struments knoAvn to physical science appear, in 
comparison, as crude and clumsy as the implements 
of the stone age alongside of a 15-in. gun or the 
most delicate chemical balance. 

Occultism sharply distinguishes itself from 
mediumship or from passive sensitmty, ns seen in 
the phenomena of spiritism or of hypnotism, sugges- 
tion and auto-suggestion, and,'indeed, from any and 
every form of sporadic and uncontrolled automatism 
or psychical sensitivity or activity. There are, as 
all who have studied the subject are Avell aware, 
many cases of healthy natural sensitivity and also 
innumerable cases of abnormal sensitivity, of 
hypercesthesia, anresthesia, and telcesthesia due to 
disease or morbid and hysterical states. These 
are very probably indications of psychical capaci- 
ties normally latent in all men and manifested in 
the case of such sensitives, subjects, and patients in 
an embryonic stage. The occultist claims that 
these latent capacities can be developed and made 
usable at aaIII, so that they can be as fully controlled 
as. or even more so than, the normal pOAvers of 
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sense and mind ; that beyond these extensions 
there are other orders of powers and capacities, of 
which mediumsliip and other observable psychical 
phenomena can give no indication ; that along this 
way there opens up a path of ascent to ever higher 
powers ; and that these orders of powers are the 
keys which open the gates of progressive initiation 
into ever deeper or more exalted orders of know- 
ledge. An initiate into even the lowest of the 
grades of occultism, it is claimed, is not a medium 
or hypnotic subject to be used by profane experi- 
menters or even controlled by invisibleintelligences, 
hut always a self-conscious and self-controlled 
individual using his self-developed powers at wll. 

With regard to modern occultism, extravagant 
ancient pretensions of every sort and kind have been 
disinterred, not only from the accessible memory 
of the past, but also from what may he called the 
subconscious of history, and uncritically heaped 
together and embellished with all the glamour 
which the garish bonowed trappings of a modem 
scientific terminology can lend them. The modern 
occultist professes to bring into the field of the 
fully conscious, not only what the scientist regards 
as still in the unfocused marginal consciousness of 
present scientific observation, but also dim impres- 
sions from the foreconscious of ancestral memory 
and the mass impulses of general human subcon- 
sciousness. Claims which have been put forward 
for mysticism in the domain of religion are now 
advanced for occultism in the province of science. 
Now, the philosophical problems raised with regard 
to genuine mysticism are already of very great 
and grave importance. 

To mention only one of them : Is religion In the best sense 
dependent on the possession of mystical gifts ? In other words, 
Is mystical experience the test of spiritual achievement? Must 
the saint necessarily be a mystic ? If so, it is evident that the 
non-mystic can never attoin to the height of sanctity and the 
realization of spiritual verities. He is barred by his mystical 
Incapacity, and not by his moral worth, from such an achieve- 
ment. From this view both the common sense and the moral 
intuition of religion strongly dissent ; and this is perhaps one of 
the main reasons why mysticism has been and still is regarded 
with suspicion by many sincerely religious minds. They ask, 
Is religion essentially spiritual, and therefore open to aU who 
whole-heartedly turn to God and practise the commandments 
of the good law, or is it an art, such as painting, sculpture, or 
music, which depends upon natural talents quite apart from 
any moral qualification? The contention is that the man who 
lives a good life is nearer and dearer to God, and therefore more 
really than any other knows what is worth knowing. To live a 
good life, it is said, is open to nil ; it is a question of conversion 
of the will and not of the possession of ony special powers of 
sense or understanding ; it is not dependent on a special gift or 
talent other than that of the general grace of God. There is 
not a gift of goodness in the same sense that there are gifts of 
vision or of mathematical ability and the rest. Goodness belongs 
to another order of things ; it belongs to the moral and there- 
fore genuinely- spiritual and divine order of realization. The 
powers of the spirit are the virtues. To this the defender of 
mysticism in a spiritual sense replies that the doing of the will 
is truly the pre-requisite of the knowing of the doctrine ; but 
this knowing of the doctrine is a vital spiritual knowledge — so 
much so that to the doer of the will all things are added— and 
therefore the genuine mystics are not necessarily those pos- 
sessed of a natural talent for mysticism from the start, but 
rather those who by living the spiritual religious life necessarily 
attain to a knowledge of spiritual verities, and spiritual verities 
are synthetic and naturally include ail otlier orders of truth. 
Here goodness is set before knowledge, doing rightly before 
understanding correctly. 

Science in tlie ordinary sense of the term, on 
the contrary, has no necess.ary connexion with 
goodness ; a man may be an excellent chemist or 
mathematician, and at the same time live ticiously. 
It is true tliat it is hoped by many that in propor- 
tion as science extends its conouests general ethics 
will improve ; bnt there is little to show that this 
must necessarily bo so ; we may at an5- moment 
find ourselves involved in a period of scientific bar- 
barism as tlie result of the extension of purely 
intellectual progress. Now, in so far as occultism 
claims to be possessed of scientific knowicdge, it is 
evident that the possession of occult knowledge is 
no guarantee whatever of moral goodness; and 


this_ is freely admitted in all the literature of the 
subject. 

It is true that the natural instinct of mankind 
has ever been to keep secret any knowledge that it 
might possess in order to use it for its own advan- 
tage ; but from the beginning the spirit of modem 
science has been opposed to secrecy. The test of 
its facts is that they can be openly verified. It 
has therefore been opposed to such antitheses as 
esoteric and exoteric, initiated and profane. Tlie 
occultist retorts that he has not made the distinc- 
tion, but finds it in nature. To this the scientist 
rejoins that, in proportion as open science has w-on 
territory from the occult, it has proved tlie empti- 
ness of these claims. Our struggle is not only with 
nature, whose secrets we admit as sometliing which 
patient research w-ill gradually, reveal, but also 
with unscientific human nature whose formerly, 

E rofessed ' secrets ’ we have scientifically proved t» 
e in general arbitrary pretensions to real know- 
ledge. The experience of histoiy and the history 
of experience justify us in rejecting the division of 
mankind into the initiated and the profane in the 
traditional sense of these terms, ana w-e refuse to 
believe that the men who have added to human 
know-ledge by careful observation, by workable 
hypotheses and openly verifiable methods, are ns if 
they knew nothing in comparison w-ith initiates 
into the mysteries of a secret knowledge. 

But, on the other hand, science has to he true to 
herself and to her highest ideals. Contemptuous 
denial of the very existence of so-called occult 
phenomena, and not only of the claims of the 
occultist about them, which till recently dismissed 
the whole subject as utterly unw'orthy of serious 
consideration, has at length had to be modified ; 
and it is now recognized by a not inconsiderable 
number of open-minded scientific investigators 
that these exaggerated claims are due to the 
uncritical acceptance of a large mass of psychical 
phenomena w-hich demand careful investigation. 
The work that has already been done points to 
such a wide extension of scientific research into 
hitherto obscure and unrecognized facts of con- 
sciousness and psycho-physical and psychical activ- 
ity as to promise to future generations tlie possibility 
of getting to know the mind of man almost as 
intimately and precisely as the science of the 
present day Icnows the physical facts of nature. 
That, however, any but the most modest claims of 
the occultist will be justified is highly improbable ; 
it is far more likely that his present secret science 
of mind, if he possesses one, w-ill be found to involve 
as many crudities as ancient alchemy when com 
pared with modem chemistry. 

The battle must naturally be first fought out 
over such classes of psychical phenomena as are 
controllable and wliose veridical nature is suscep- 
tible of definite proof or disproof— namely those 
dealing with verifiable facts which are beyond the 
range of normal sensation and outside the_ prior 
knowledge of all concerned. Take, c.y.,_ clairvoy- 
ance and clairaudience, not simply visual and 
auditory h3-pera:sthesia at short distance.s w-here 
acute normal sight or hearing might be held to 
afford sufficient exjd.anation, but at long distances 
or through obstacles impenetrable to the most 
acute normal powers of sense. There is already’ 
a mass of evidence avhich has established the pos- 
sibility of such genuine clairvoyance and clniraudi- 
ence to the satisfaction of many careful obsera'crs ns 
belonging to a class of phenomena entirelj' distinct 
from those subsumed under the much abused term 
‘telepathy,’ which signifies the intercommunica- 
tion between two or more minds under conditions 
which exclude all known phy.sical conne.xion. A 
clairvoyant is supposed to see independently of any 
other mind. Here, then, for 1110113' invesligatorH 
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there is a class of phenomena of immense import- 
ance for an extended science of mind. Such exten- 
sions of physical sense, however, are apparently 
sporadic, occasional, and beyond the control of the 
mil. Yet on this limited basis of fact the occultist 
erects a vast structure of assertion. He asserts 
that by training it is possible to he clairvoyant and 
clairaudient at will ; that all physical phenomena, 
no matter at what distance, can he deliberately 
investigated by the adept clairvoyant as immedi- 
ately and minutely as the scientist can observe 
things within the normal range of vision or in his 
laboratory aided by the most delicate instruments. 
It is further asserted that there are modes of clair- 
voyance that go far beyond this and are incap- 
able of objective proof for the profane. But with 
regard to this physical clairvoyance, at least within 
certain limits, we have a claim susceptible of definite 
proof or disproof, phenomena that can be controlled 
by methods of scientific research open to every care- 
ful observer. So far, however, scientific psychical 
research has had to be content with cases of tele- 
pathy and clairvoyance that are of the ‘hit and 
miss^ variety, the least successful results, indeed, 
being attained when deliberate experiments have 
been attempted. Nevertheless, if clairvoyance of 
even the limited nature referred to above is a fact 
— and it seems to be so — reason also leads us to 
believe that the possibility is open for clairvoyance 
extending beyond the earth and its atmosphere; 
but an open-minded admission of possibility is a 
very different thing from proved fact. The evidence 
required for the proof of extra-terrestrial clairvoy- 
ance must be ample and, above all, consistent ; and 
no item of evidence has so far been brought into 
court, nor, indeed, has any attempt been made to 
adduce it. 

So, too, with regard to the phenomena of 
psyohometry, as it is called, where a series^ of 
impressions, representations, or pictures is subjec- 
tively felt by or presented to a sensitive from 
contact with a physical object, such, e.g., as a 
letter or a piece of worked or natural metal or 
stone, with which the subject has never had 
previous contact. Sometimes these impressions 
or pictures can be proved to be fairly accurate, 
and in some cases astonishingly so. Here we have 
another class of psychical phenomena which de- 
serves the most searching investigation of science. 
But here also the occultist avers, not only that the 
whole past history of the successive environments 
of any physical object — say, e.g., a celt from the 
stone age— can be accurately read in subjective 
picturings by the trained possessor of this psycho- 
metric capacity, but also that such limited psycho- 
metry is a very small thing for the occultist, and 
simply one of the many indications that there is 
an objective world-memory, or what he would call 
the etheric record, of everything that has ever 
happened ; also that this memory of inner nature 
is accessible at will to the trained occultist, who 
can thus check and correct all history and supple- 
ment it indefinitely right back to the very begin- 
ning of tilings. 

The phenomena of clairvoyance and psyohometry 
that fall within the region of controllable physical 
fact are susceptible of exact research and form 
part of the subject-matter of scientific psychical 
investigation ; but modern occultism lays claim to 
far more extended powers of physical vision than 
these. It claims, e.g., to be able at ivill to analj’ze 
the theoretical unite of matter, whether atoms or 
electrons. By the use of this extended power of 
sight, it is asserted, an atom can he magnified to 
any extent, and analyzed, not onlj' into a system 
of electrons, but into successively extended com- 
plexities of contents far beyond its electronic con- 
stitution. Though, of course, in the nature of the 


case there is no direct means of controlling such 
statements, they can be indirectly dealt with ; 
for, precisely because the assertions of what is 
called ‘ occult chemistry ’ agree more or less with 
the general data of recent scientific hypotheses, 
there is more than a suspicion that such state- 
ments are constructs of the imagination of natural 
visualizers, conditioned by what is already the 
common knowledge of every student of chemistry 
and physics. _ If, however, it were a fact that a 
number of clairvoyant occultists, independently of 
one another, had arrived at the same results, then 
there would be an intensely interesting problem to 
consider. But at present there is no evidence of 
such genuinely independent experiments having 
been attempted ; though such claims have been 
made, they have been found on investigation to 
depend on the ‘ clairvoyant observation ’ of two or 
three at most, and in every case the two or three 
were together and not isolated, and the investiga- 
tion was determined by the predominant psychism 
of one individual. \Vhat, moreover, the makers 
of such claims do not explain is that not a syllable 
of such notions was breathed by occultists before 
science had announced its facte and enunciated its 
otheses. 

gain, udth regard to the phenomena of modem 
spiritism that depend on mediumship, and are 
believed by convinced spiritists to be determined 
by invisible intelligences — and those, too, for 
the most part excarnate human beings — occultism 
admits the phenomena and the existence of the 
spirits, but it deprecates mediumship and professes 
to be able to communicate at will directly with the 
invisible world and its inhabitants. The method 
that occultism advocates— and, if it is based on 
fact, few will deny that it is to be commended as 
preferable — is not to bring the dead back to 
earthly conditions, but for the living to develop 
the power of consciously entering into the state of 
the departed in order to establish communication 
with them. These mediumistic phenomena are 
common ground, not only for the spiritist and 
occultist, but also for the student of abnormal 
psychology and psychical research. 

With regard to the ‘powers’ which it is the 
main object of the occultist to develop, there is 
an enormous field of research in the literature 
and traditions- of the East, as well as of Western 
antiquity and medievalism, that has so far 
scarcely at all engaged the attention of modem 
scientilic inquiry. It is a slight acquaintance with 
this vast literature and with some of the many 
practices recorded in it that has suggested and 
encouraged most of the occult claims. Accordingly, 
occultists are confident that, before their claims 
can be disposed of, the psychical science of the 
West ivill have to reckon with these Eastern 
traditions, which consistently aver that the various 
abnormal capacities now definitely proved by the 
modem study of psychical phenomena to be pos- 
sessed in some degree by certain hypersensitive 
individuals have been not only known in the 
Orient for many generations, out also in some 
circles systematically developed and studied. This 
is more or less historically true, and, whether or 
not the occultists themselves who make the claims 
will ever be thought worthy of serious scientific 
attention, one of the chief psychological tasks of 
the future will, in all likelihood, have to be a 
methodical re-investigation on scientific lines of 
these accomplishments of Eastern genius, with a 
view to seeing what objective troth and utility 
they possess ; and then, indeed, it may possibly be 
found that by this revision and re-expenmentation 
a science of mind will gradually be built up 
that will he a worthy counterpart and complement 
to those high achievements of physical science 
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•which have induhitahly inaugurated a new age of 
genuine knowledge such as the world had not 
pre'viously dreamed of. Whether the mental 
science of the future wiU as far surpass the 
psychical knowledge of the past, including what 
IS best in Eastern and especially Indian tradition, 
as our present-day physical science transcends 
the fondest dreams of the ancients is upon the 
knees of the gods. But there seems no sufficient 
reason to doubt that, as the West is at last 
beginning to take an interest in the world-old 
problem of ‘ self-knowledge,’ its energy and 
industry and the fearlessness of its open research 
will carry it far into the region of the hitherto 
unknown in its pursuit of objective truth. And 
the further it goes the more will occultism be 
driven to seek refuge in the pure subjectivism of 
personal pss^chism and the houndless realms of the 
uncriticized imagination. This much virtue, how- 
ever, will have to be allowed it, that in the welter 
of its extravagant claims it has advertised the exist- 
ence of some things at least that undoubtedly 
deserve the most serious attention and careful inves- 
tigation of the best trained minds that we possess. 
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Train ilimentaire de science occulte-, do. 1903, Qu’est-ee gue 
VoccuUisme do. 1905 ; E. B. Salverte, Des Sciences occultes'-i, 
do. 1850 ; ‘ Sephariel,* A Manual of Occultism, London, 1910; 
A. P. Sinnett, The Occxtlt World, do. 1881, Occult Essays, 
New York, 1906 ; J. B. Tissandier, Des Scieruses occultes et du 
spiritisms, Paris, 1866 ; A. E. Waite, The Occult Sciences, 
London, 1891 ; B. Wilson, Occultism and Common Sense, 
do. 1903. Some aspects of the subject will be found treated 
under Charms axd Amolets, CETSTAt-OAZiso, Demoks and 
Spirits, Divinatio.v, HrrNO’nsji, Maoio, Pstcuioai, Research, 
Sl'IIUTIBM, THEOSOPHT. G. B. S. MEAD. 

OCEANIA.— See Australasia, Melanesia, 
Polynesia. 

ODDFELLOWS. — During the first half of the 
18th cent, the popularity of Freemasonry led to 
the establishment of similar secret societies, partly 
convivial and partly charitable. R. W. Moffrey, 
who is a past Grand Master of the Mancliester 
Unity of Oddfellows and writes with autliority, 
suggests that, while the Masonic Order was 
founded on the traditions of the craft-gild of the 
masons, there were other crafts which were not 
strong enough to establish an order of their own, 
and that a combination of these crafts formed 
themselves into an order, and adopted the title of 
‘Oddfellows’ [Oddfelloios’ Magazine, Sept. 1888, 
and A Century of Oddfclloioship, p. 16). Spry 
(Hist, of Oddfcilotcship) gives minutes of a meeting 
of a ‘lodge,’ no. 9 of the Order of Oddfellows, 
dated 12tli March 1748, from which it would seem 
that eight previous lodges had been established 
before that date. A quotation by the same 
authority of a supposed reference to Oddfellows’ 
lodges as social institutions in the Gentlemanfs 
Magazine for 1745 has not been verified, and is 
thought to be erroneous. The Freemasons secured 
os members several noblemen and gentlemen of the 
best rank, and along that line tlieir evolution 
proceeded. The Oddfellows had more self-reliance 
or less success in attracting patronage, and hence 


their evolution has proceeded along lines which 
have led to their devdoping into a number of largo 
Friendly Societies (q.v.), one of which is now the 
OTeatest Friendly Society in the world. Some 
Oddfellows are not contented with this plain story 
of their origin, and claim that their order was 
founded in A.D. 65, in the reign of Nero, and that 
the title of ‘ Oddfellows ’ was bestowed upon it by 
Titus. An Ancient Order of Oddfellows and a 
Patriotic Order of Oddfellows existed in the 18th 
cent., and appear to have become part of the 
Grand United Order, which may thus probably 
be entitled to be considered the oldest order of 
Oddfellows in existence. The ritual of the Patri- 
otic Order of Oddfellows describes the proceedings 
at the initiation of a member. 

Every brother present wore a mask, and the presiding ogicer 
a long white band and wig, and an apron of white leather bound 
in scarlet. The candidate lor membership was led into the 
lodge-room carefully blindfolded. After an interval of absolute 
silence, he was ordered to stand, and noises were made by 
rattling heai’y chains and otherwise. He was then tumbled in 
among brushwood, or soused over the head in a large tub. On 
the bandage being suddenly removed, he found a person pre- 
senting a sword at his breast. He was then shoum a trans- 
parency representing a skeleton, and a charge was delivered to 
him (J. F. Wilkinson, Jfutuaf Thrift, p. 14). 

The practice of all these absurdities indicates 
that the main function of these lodges was con- 
•viviality, and the incidental application of funds 
to benevolent purposes continued until the early 
part of the 19th cent., when lodges began to be 
established promising definite allowances in sick- 
ness in return for fixed contributions. At first tlie 
conditions under which benefits were assured were 
framed without any real knowledge of the nature 
and extent of the burden which the lodges were 
undertaking. The contributions were not gradu- 
ated according to age, and the benefits promised 
were the same for every member, whatever liis 
age at entry may have been. In this respect the 
lodges were in the same condition of ignorance as 
the early life assurance companies, which insured 
every person at a ‘ flat rate ’ of £5 per cent. The 
history of Oddfellowship after that early day has 
been one of steady and continuous improvement. 
Mofirey (Century, p. 18) fixes the year 1810 as that 
in which the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows 
started, though it was not till 1814 that the 
minutes of its Grand Committees began to be 
printed. These bodies, which afterwards became 
the Annual Moveable Committees and ultimately 
the Annual Moveable Conferences, have been the 
principal organs of the successive reforms that 
nave taken place. In 1815 it was resolved that 
each lodge should relieve its own sick (ih. p. 22) 
and that every member should subscribe one 
shilling towards a funeral fund in the hands of the 
Grand Master of the order. Gradually the system 
of districts grew up, as intermediaries between the 
lodges and the order. In 1825 returns of the 
number of members were called for from each 
lodge, for the purpose of seeing whether the order 
in general was in a state of prosperity or not (ih. 
p. 29). At that time, however, ‘the bond of 
union uuth the Order was frail.’ In 1827 the 
Bo.ard of Directors was established. In 1828 a 
graduated scale of initiation fees was adopted, 
and it was resolved that no person should be 
initiated above 45 years of age. In 1844 an annual 
financial statement was required from every lodge, 
and graduated tables of contributions prepared by 
G. Davies, an eminent actuary, ivere circulated. 
As the returns of lodges showed many irregulari- 
ties, a first step towards financial improvement 
was taken in 1845 by an aiTangenient that separate 
funds should be provided for management and 
ocher expenses. In 1850 Henry _ Ratclifl'c, the 
secretary of the order, published his Observations 
on the Bate of Mortality and Sickness, denved 
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from the returns of the lodges, and in 1853 a 
system of graduated contributions according to 
age at admission was adopted. In 1864 tables 
founded upon Ratclifife’s observations were ac- 
cepted, and in 1867 it was unanimously resolved 
that these tables, and others that the directors 
might certify to be equivalent, should be made 
part of the general rules of the order, and adopted 
in its several districts. In 1871 it was resolved 
that every lodge in the Unity should be valued 
and the results tabulated and laid before the 
society. It was also resolved that every lodge 
should be remstered under the Friendl;^ Societies 
Acts. By the Act of 1875 the valuations upon 
which the order had insisted for its lodges in 1871 
were made obligatory on all Friendly Societies, 
and returns of them were required to be made to 
the registrar. In 1879 R. Watson was appointed 
actuary to the order, to supervise these valuations. 
In 1882 a Unity Superannuation Fund was estab- 
lished. In 1884 the practice of raising funeral 
funds by an equal levy was abolished. In 1890 the 
central fund required by the Act of 1875 to be 
raised in every order was so organized as to provide 
relief to lodges in distressed circumstances. In 
1891 it was resolved that that relief might take the 
form of guaranteeing by the Unity the funeral 
benefits. In 1893 branches to consist of female 
members were authorized, but they were not fully 
recognized until 1898. In 1895 the rules relating 
to secession were revised and made more stringent, 
so as to provide that a seceding lodge with a 
surplus should contribute towards any deficiency 
which might exist in the funds of the district to 
which it had belonged. In 1909 it was resolved 
that no lodge having surplus capital should be 
allowed to appropriate that surplus to the benefit 
of its own members without setting aside at least 
6 per cent of the amount for the relief of other 
lodges having a deficiency. By the voluntary 
efibrts of this great order there had been built up 
an organization which had gradually been improvea 
and rendered more stable, until it might have 
been thought that the goal of absolute solvency in 
every branch and a federal guarantee of the bene- 
fits of all the branches by the Unity were within 
sight, when in 1911 the Legislature intervened 
and, by the passing of the National Health Insur- 
ance Act, substituted for the voluntary principle, 
which had been so fruitful in good results, a 
system of compulsory insurance. It wiU be con- 
venient, therefore, to review the position of Odd- 
fellows’ societies, in the first instance, as they 
were before the passing of that Act, and then to 
consider the influence which that Act is likely to 
have on their voluntary work. 

The position of Friendly Societies generally 
before the introduction of national insurance is 
shown in the report of the Chief _ Registrar of 
Friendly Societies for the year ending 31st Dec. 
1906 (Parliamentary Papers of session 1907, no. 49, 
xi. pp. 16-81). If we extract from that report the 
detaUs relating to Societies of Oddfellows, it 
appears that there were 46 orders of Oddfellows 
then in existence, but 10 of them had only a sinfde 
branch, and are therefore hardly qualified to be 
recognized as orders. Others had only a small 
number of members. These orders had 6990 
branches and, on the average of the whole, each 
branch had 148 members, the total member- 
ship being 1,035,785. The income of the benefit 
funds was £1,703,674, or £1 12s. lid. per member, 
and the payments out of those funds aggregated 
£1,307,814, which was equivalent to £1 6s. 3d. 
per head. The difference between the_ income 
and the pajiTnents was £395,860._ This went 
to increase the total assets, which amounted 
to £12,483,004, or on the average to £12 Is. per 
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member, or to 7J[ years’ income of the benefit 
funds. 

In many respects the Oddfellows compare favour- 
ably with other orders, in which the number of 
members of each branch was 122 only, the income 
of the benefit funds £1 6s. 8d. per member, the 
payments out of those funds £1 Is. per member, 
and the total assets £7 Os. 6d. per member, or 6J 
years’ income of the benefit funds, and also. with 
the societies not having branches, in which the 
income from benefit funds was £1 Os. 8d. per 
member, the payments out of those funds 17s. lOd. 
per member, and the total assets £5 12s. 5d. per 
member, or 6i years’ income of the benefit funds. 
So great, however, is the variety of the benefits 
assured by different societies that these figures are 
not in all respects comparable. Among the Odd- 
fellows’ societies the Manchester Unity far out- 
distanced every other, having 60 per cent of the 
total number of lodges, 73 per cent of the 
members, 80 per cent of the benefit income, 77 per 
cent of the benefit payments, and 88 per cent of 
the accumulated funds of all the orders of Odd- 
fellows. Each of its lodges had on the average 180 
members ; the income of the benefit funds was 
£1 16s. per member, the payments out of them 
£1 6s. 7d., the total assets £14 10s. per member, or 
8 years’ income of the benefit funds. In every 
respect, therefore, it had the advantage over other 
societies. Six other orders of Oddfellows had 
each more than 100 lodges and more than 10,000 
members and £10,000 income with assets ranging 
from £50,000 to nearly £500,000. The rest were 
very small in comparison. Manchester is the seat 
not only of the Manchester Unity, but of the next 
two largest orders in succession — the Grand United 
Order of Oddfellows and the National Independent 
Order of Oddfellows. 

A compaiTson of, the Chief Registrar’s return for 
1906, so far as regards the orders of Oddfellows, 
with a similar return for five years earlier shows 
an increase of 52,865 in the number of members, of 
£41,721 in the surplus benefit income of the year, 
and of £2,317,343 in the total assets. These 
increases appear to have taken place in the smaller 
orders as well as in the Manchester Unity, and 
support the inference that under the voluntary 
system there had been a gradual improvement 
going on among all the societies of Oddfellows 
which went far to justify them in their instinctive 
resistance to any proposal of State control or State 
interference with the working of Friendly Societies. 
It had been the wise policy from the first of the 
various Acts of Parliament dealing with Friendly 
Societies to respect and maintain this freedom 
of action in many matters which in other countries 
would be regulated by authority. 

With regard to the position of Oddfellows’ 
societies as affected by the National Insurance 
Act, 1911, reference may be made to statements 
by Sir Alfred W. Watson, the actuary to the In- 
surance Commissioners, who was formerly actuary 
to the Manchester Unity. The principal orders 
Oddfellows have become ‘ approved Societies ’ 
imder that Act. 

•Parliament, In incorporating the Friendly Societies In the 
nevr work ol National Insurance, did not intend to interfere 
with their private enterprises. It might happen, in the course 
of years, that a great deal of what would have heen private 
enterprise of the Societies would come to be State business; 
and, therefore, in the course of time, the complete liberty which 
the Societies enjoyed would extend, proportionately, to a 
smaller part of their affairs than it did at present. But with 
regard to the voluntary business of the Societies, whether 
obtained before or alter the passing of the Insurance Act, they 
were left with almost the same amount of unfettered freedom 
ns they possessed before the Insurance Act was passed. The 
rules which the Societies must make to the satisfaction of the 
Insurance Commissioners mean tlie rules for the transaction of 
their business under the Act. For the transaction ol their 
voluntary business they might make any rules they pleased. 
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and the Commissioners had practically no concern with those 
rules. So far as the valuations of the Societies outside the Act 
were concerned, that is, the valuations of their voluntarj’ 
funds, they made those valuations at the same time and in the 
same way as they previously made them. They employed whom 
they liked, and they had absolute freedom to not or not to act 
upon the advice which the valuer tendered to them. Each 
Sooietj; under the Act was valued as though it were an abso- 
lutely independent unit. If, however, it had fewer than 6000 
members and it had a surplus, one-third of that surplus was 
carried to the county poolj the other two-thirds being absolutely 
its own for its disposal in its own way, subject to the provisions 
of the Act and the sanction of the Commissioners. The object 
of that transference of surplus was to enable the pool to make 
good the deficiencies in other Societies connected with the 
pool, up to a limit, in the normal case, of three-fourths of the 
deficiency ; so that the pooling referred to was only intended 
to correct the fluctuations due to a limited membership. The 
separation of accounts as between male and female members was 
only partial. If the rules of a Society enabled or required the 
contributions of men and women to be paid into the same fund, 
no separate account keeping was called for. Under Section 72 
of the Insurance Act every registered Friendly Society which 
provided benefits similar to those of the Act . . . had to make 
a scheme dealing with the contributions and benefits of its 
members on the voluntary side. But Parliament had been so 
careful to refrain from interfering with the private contracts of 
Societies and their members, that it had laid it down that the 
scheme might provide for the continuance of the existing con- 
tributions and benefits ; it might provide, in fact, for the 
reduction of the contributions and benefits, or for their continu- 
ance, ns the Society determined. The primary purpose of the 
insistence on a scheme was, therefore, to bring home to the 
members the fact that a change had taken place, and that 
National Insurance extended to the majority of them ; and to 
cause them to apply their minds to the problem whether their 
Friendly Society should continue to maintain its old contracts 
to their full extent, or whether it was desirable that some 
modification should be made. The whole thing was in the 
hands of the Society, and it was a matter of great interest, and 
to some a matter of great surprise, that the vast majority of 
the Societies had allowed their members to determine for 
themselves whether they would continue their old contracts or 
accept a reduction of contributions and benefits on the private 
side. The great majority of the members, certainly as many 
ns 80 per cent., taking all Societies together, had decided that 
they would continue their old contracts. The result was that, 
in respect of several millions of people, from 1912 onwards the 
contribution of each person lor provident purposes was 
increased by about 3d. a week, not 4d., the insured person’s 
share of the contribution under the Insurance Act, because a 
person did not require two doctors, and generally the members 
bad reduced their contribution by a penny a week, which was 
about the sum they used to pay to the doctor. But in the case 
of several million people, the contributions had been increased 
since 1912 by 3d. a week, and the sickness benefit by lOs. a 
week. As a consequence, an enormous number ol people were 
now insured for amounts which approximated far more closely 
to their wages than anything which previously had been 
regarded as practicable in sickness insurance. That fact might 
be connected with the large increase in the rate of sickness 
which several Friendly Societies had reported since 1913. Itwas 
an interesting circumstance that rather than reduce their con- 
tracts in their private Friendly Societies, the vast majority of 
people who had entered into Friendly Society membership liad 
elected to take the obligations of the Insurance Act, luad get 
the benefits of the Insurance Act, in addition to their previously 
existing arrangements with their Societies. Wiin regard to 
the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows, the largest of them, it 
was an indication of the e.\tent to which progress was being 
made, that, although in 1900 the Soo-ecy had a balance of 
assets and liabilities, the valuatiou showing an equality of 
surpluses and deficiencies, tpe Society in 1005 had a surplus of 
nearly half a million, rti 1911, when it had taken courage, and 
had resolved to be valued on a modern basis obtained from its 
own experience, a decision which added many hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to the estimate of its liabilities, the valua- 
tion showed again an almost exact balance of assets and 
fiablllties. JIaking due allowances for the change of valuation 
basis, this meant that that Society was not oniy solvent on the 
strongest test that had ever been applied to any Friendly 
Society, but that it had made great progress during the pre- 
ceding five years, ns it was shown to have done during the five 
vears before that’ (Joum. Itoyal Statistical Society, Ixxviii. 
433-4 3S;. 

Eeference may also be made to the answer to 
Sir Alfred W. Watson’s statements made on the 
same occasion by the writer of this article {ib. pp. 
443-445), who takes a less hopeful view of the 
probable effect of the Act on the voluntary work 
of the societies. 

With regard to the relation of Oddfellows’ 
societies to the European war, it was estimated in 
1915 that more than 100,000 members of the IMan- 
chester Unity were in the lighting line or in train- 
ing. At an earlj’ stage the Annual Conference 


decided to pay the contributions of members on 
active service, but it was probably not tlien con- 
templated how numerous they would bo or how 
heavy would be the burden thus assumed. In 
1915 a further step was taken by the establishment 
of a War Mutual Liability Fund of the order for 
the purpose of assisting lodges to meet their 
liabilities in re-spect of members serving as soldiers 
or sailors. This fund is to be supported by a levy 
upon every lodge in proportion to the number of 
its members. As one obvious result of the war 
will be to increase the burden upon the lodges 
arising from sickness, disability, and death, the 
foresight with which the Oddfellows have deter- 
mined to spread that burden over their whole 
Unity is much to be commended. 

Literature. — R. W. Moffrey, Hise and Progress of the 
Manchester Unity, Jlanchester, 1905, A Century of Oddfellow- 
ship, do. 1010 : J. Spry, Hist, of Oddfellowship, London, 1867 ; 
J. F. Wilkinson, Mutual Thrift, do. 1891 ; F. G. P. Neison, 
Contributions to Vital Statistics^, do. 1857; H. Ratcliffe, 
Observations on the Pate of Mortality and Sickness, Colchester, 
1850, 1852, 1861 ; C. Hardwick, Hist, of Friendly Societies, 
London, 1859 ; Oddfellows’ Magazine, passim ; Quarterly 
Reports of the Manchester Unity, passim ; Reports of the 
Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, passim ; Reports of the 
Royal Commission on Friendly Societies, 1870-74; Journal 
of the Royal Statistical Society, xxxviii. [1875], xlviii. fl8S5), 
Iviii. [1895j, Ixviii. [1905], Ixxviii. [1916] ; E. W. Brabrook, 
Provident Societies and Industrial Welfare, London, 1893, 
Institutions for Thrift, do. 1905. E. BeABROOK. 

OFFERINGS.— See Sacrifice. 

OFFICE, THE HOLY.— This name, which is 
now the formal title of the Roman ConOTegation 
created in the 16th cent, to watch over the purity 
of the faith, seems to be due to the former tech- 
nical association of the word officitm with the 
function of detecting and repressing heresy. In the 
ecclesiastical courts causes of ‘ instance ’ were op- 
posed to causes of ‘ office,’ the former consisting of 
actions for the recovery of legal rights, the latter 
of proceedings by way of accusation, denunciation, 
or inquisition. Roughly speaking, therefore, the 
word ‘office’ was used specially in cqnne.vion with 
the criminal, as opposed to the civil, jurisdiction of 
an ecclesiastical judge. In any case_ there is no 
doubt that the phrase ‘officium inquisitionis 
haereticae pravitatis ’ had become stereotyped 
among the canonists long before the close of the 
15th century. Torquemada, the first Inquisitor 
General of Spain (1483-98), was himself accustomed, 
if we may trust the text of his Instnecdons printed 
in 1676, to refer compendiously to the tribunal over 
which he presided as JSl Sancto Officio without any 
further addition. 

In tracing the history of the name one may remark how 
Sixtus IV., in a hull of 1484, directs that any Spanish 
who might be of Jewish descent was not to act himself, but to 
be represented by- an ojicialis, in all those matters ‘ quae In- 
quisitionis haereticae pravitatis olficium concernunt’ (see I. 
Fita, in Boletin de la Real Academia de la Historia, Madnn, 
XV. 476, and cf. pp. 476, 477, 479, etc.). Both the name 
’oflicial’ ns applied to the chief legal functionaij who repre- 
sented a bishop (the judge of the Arches Court of Canterbury la 
to this day designated ‘Official Principal’ in the patent bv 
which he is appointed) and the oath ex offieio, only aboiisnca 
in England by statute in 1640 (10 Carol, i. c. 11). probably find 
their explanation in this technical meaning of the word ofiicc. 
Cf. some of the decretals of Innocent iii. in the Corpus Juns, 
c. 31, X. V. 3 and c. 10, X. v. 34, also one of Clement IV. (1-6 j) tn 
the Sext, cc. 10 and 11, in Viw v. 2. 

The medireval procedure employed in the detec- 
tion of heretical pravity having been dealt with in 
the art. Inquisition, it remains to treat of the 
later developments of the _ same movement 
commonly known as the Spanish Inquisition and 
the Roman Congregation of the Holy Olfice. 

I. The Spanish Inquisition. — (a) Jlistory.—- 
When Spain under the rule of Ferdinand and 
Isabella became in a sense one kingdom, condiuon.s 
prevailed which seenied to demand exccjitional 
legislation. All through the I2th and 13tli ecu- 
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tunes the large Je^yish population of the peninsula 
had groAvn in numbers and importance. On their 
part usurious practices and a certain love of dis- 
play, on the part of their enemies envy and such 
wicked calumnies as the ritual murder charge, had 
helped to keep alive the blind religious prejudices 
of the Christians, which every now and then were 
fanned into a flame by some fanatical preacher. 
A particularly violent outburst of anti-Semitic 
hatred took place in 1390-91. Vast numbers of 
the Jews, whom prosperity had probably robbed of 
their staunchness, were cowed into seeking baptism, 
and many more were won over a few ^ars_ later 
by the extraordinary eloquence of the Dominican 
St. Vincent Ferrer. But, as a body, these con- 
verts, known to their Jewish fellow-countrymen 
as Marranos (a word which also means ‘ swme ’), 
were inconstant and at best only half-hearted. In 
many cases they still maintained in secret the 
practices distinctive of their race. 

‘ Tho insincerity ol the conversion of a lar^e portion of the 
Mnrrnnoa was incontestable’ (Lea, Inquisition in Spain, i. 
166). 

This constituted a danger alike to Church and 
State, the more so that flie highest offices in both 
were frequently filled by men of Jeudsh descent. 
There is evidence that Pope Sixtus rv. suggested 
the introduction of an organized inquisition in 
1474, proposing N. Franco, who was then acting as 
papal legate, for inquisitor. But Ferdinand had 
no wish to sanction an institution which would he 
almost entirely controlled by the Holy See. He 
wanted an inquisition of his oum, and after some 
negotiation a bull was procured from Sixtus in 
1478 which empowered the sovereigns to nominate 
either two or three inquisitors who should be 
men over forty, of blameless life, and of attested 
learning (the bull is printed by Fita, Bolotin, xv. 
450 f.). A beginning was made at Seville, where 
‘ Judaizing,’ i.e, relapse into Jewish practices, was 
believed to be most rife, in Dec. 1480. Here from 
the outset the two Dominican inquisitors con- 
ducted the proceedings with a ferocity which out- 
raged all the conventions prescribed even by the 
common (ecclesiastical) law of those days to secure 
justice for the accused. Complaint was made to 
Rome, and Sixtus remonstrated with vigour in 
letters addressed to the sovereigns. Dbllinger 
{Kleincre Schr\ften, p. 330 f.) has mocked at the 
vacBlntions of this intervention, but it is a fact 
that the pope did intervene and that as a conse- 
quence the grosser forms of abuse seem to have 
been checked, while substantial changes were 
made in tlie whole organization (see Grisar, ZKT 
iii. 561-563). On the other hand, Sixtus un- 
doubtedly sanctioned soon afterwards the extension 
of inquisitorial proceedings to Aragon, Catalonia, 
Valencia, and Majorca. There were disputes over 
the question of the appeals which the victims of 
the tribunals of the Holy Office addressed to Rome 
in great numbers, but some sort of final settlernent 
was arrived at by the appointment of the Dominican 
Thomas de Torquemada, formerly Isabella’s con- 
fessor, a man of mortified life and strong religious 
conrictions, however fanatical his zeal, to the 
newly-created office of Inquisitor General. Tor- 
quemada’s personal austerity is admitted even by 
such writers as Llorente and Sabatini. Under 
Torquemada a code of Instructions was issued 
which secured uniformity of practice in the 
tribunals of the Holy Office, and the institution 
was extended to the whole of Spain. There can 
be no doubt that in these early years the proceed- 
ings against the unfortunate Judaizers were of 
frightful severity. A great deal of Llorente’s 

S artisan history has been controverted, and the 
ocuments from which he worked, notably those 
connected with the Inquisition of Seville, have 


been destroyed, but there are plenty of materials 
surviving which leave room for no illusions as to 
the merciless character of the whole organization. 
The account given by Sebastian de Orozco, a con- 
temporai^ and eye-witness, of the proceedings of 
the Inquisition of Toledo from 1485 to the end of 
the century has been printed entire by Fita 
{Bolotin, xi. 296 S.). On an average some twenty 
relapsed Judaizers were annually burned at Toledo 
in those early years, and many thousands were 
penanced, though even this savageiy does not 
quite bear out the exaggerated pictures of blood- 
thirstiness drawn by such wTiters as Amador de 
los Rios or W. H. Rule. The Toledo tribunal 
supplanted one that had been previously established 
at Villa Real (the modern Ciudad Beal), but this 
and Seville were only two out of eight or ten great 
centres of inquisitorial activity which the ample 
powers accorded to Torquemada enabled him to 
set up. There were others at Cordova, Murcia, 
Llerena, Jaen, Saragossa, Valencia, Barcelona, 
Majorca, etc. , and their sphere of action was con- 
tinually extending. It may be said that the 
earlier histoiy of the Spanish Inquisition culmin- 
ated in the expulsion of the Jews, first from Anda- 
lusia and then in 1492 from the whole of Spain. 
This expulsion was, of course, a political measure 
carried out by the sovereigns and the Cortes, but 
undoubtedly their action had been much influenced 
by Torquemada and by the famous inquisition 
process following upon the supposed ritual murder 
of a child afterwards venerated as El santo Nino 


de la Guardia. It is noteworthy that even so 
severe a critic of the Holy Office as R. Sabatini 
{Torquemada, pp. 271-355) finds it impossible, after 
an elaborate study of the documents of the process, 
to arrive at any satisfactory explanation of this mys- 
terious murder. He admits the fact that the child 


was put to death, and he acquits Torquemada of any 
foul play or forgery of documents, thus rejecting 
the solution of such Jeivish apologists as M. Loch 
{BEJ XV. [1887] 203-232). The original depositions 
from the Inquisition records have been printed by 
Fita {Bolotin, xi. 7-160). Anti-Jewish feeling un- 
doubtedly ran very high at this period, and 
economic conditions, ns may be inferred from the 
terms of the Pragmatica published by the sove- 
reigns on 30th March 1492, largely contributed to 
it. Nor was this hatred of the J^ews confined to 


Spain or to the adherents of the papacy. Luther, 
at any rate in his later years, nmd anti-Jeudsh 
views quite as uncompromising as those of Tor- 
quemada. 

‘Thoir synagogues,’ ho declared, 'ought to be razed to the 
ground, tlieir houses destroyed, their boots, including the 
Talmud and even the Old Testament, taken from them and 
their rabbis compelled to earn their bread by hard labour ’ (see 
JE, s.v. ‘Luther,’ where full rclerences are given). 


Partly perhaps ns a result of the expulsion which 
must have cowed the Marranos and weakened 
Jewish influences, the violence of the inquisitorial 
persecution declined during the first quarter of the 
16th century. Cardinal Ximenez, who was Grand 
Inquisitor of Castille from 1507 to 1517, was by 
nature humane and just, so that he is commended 
for many things even by Llorente, notably for his 
prosecution of the iniquitous inquisitor Lucero. 
So, again, in reference to the successor of Ximenez 
E. Armstrong remarks : 


* Hitherto under the influence of Adrian of Utrecht the Holy 
Ofllcc had shown Bingular moderation towards tlie iloorish or 
Morisco population. The Kin^ had given up the proceeds of 
conflscation to build churches for the converts, the term within 
which relapsed heretics might be reconciled to the Church was 
extended, the obligation of wearing the santfntfo after public 
abjuration was no longer imposed* (The EmperxiT Charles K., 
new ed., London, 1910, i, 109). 


There can be no doubt also that during all this 
leriod considerable influence Tvas exercised by the 
loly See in restraining the excesses of the inquisi- 
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tors. Alexander VI., Julius II., Leo X., and Clement 
vn. all at dill’erent times found themselves in con- 
flict Avith the officials of the Spanish Holy Office. 
The history of the introduction of the Inquisition 
into Portugal, which after six years of negotiation 
was only brought about under Paul lll. in 1536, is 
particularly significant. All the delay was caused 
practically by the limitations imposed by the 
papacy with the view of obtaining more merciful 
treatment for the new Christians, who, as the 
victims themselves protested, had been converted 
by force from the Judaism or Muhammadanism 
which they formerly professed. 

From about the middle of tlie reign of Charles V. 
there_ was a change in the main direction of the 
activities of the Holy Office. Spain, and especially 
certain districts on the east coast, had not altogether 
escaped the influence of the new learning. In 
some places the doctrines of the Reformers were 
discussed^ and secretly propagated, while elsewhere 
the religious unrest of men’s minds found expres- 
sion in e.xtravagant forms of mysticism. It may 
be said, then, that during the greater part of the 
16th cent, it was the Protestants and alumhrados 
(‘illuminated’), rather than the converted Jews 
and Moors, who principally attracted the attention 
of the Inquisition. Both St. Ignatius Loyola and 
St. Theresa in their different periods fell under 
suspicion and were made the subjects of inquisition 
proceedings. The works of the celebrated ascetical 
imter Luis of Grenada were for a long time under 
discussion. The famous process of Bartholomew 
de Carranza, archbishop of Toledo, lasted seventeen 
years, and only the revocation of the cause to 
Rome by Pius V. saved him from what must now 
seem most unjust and arbitrary condemnation. It 
would not be (juite fair to lay directly at the door 
of the Inquisition the expulsion of the Moors in 
1609. Political reasons— e.^., their connivance 
mth the Barbary rovers in kidnapping Christians, 
and their engaging in political intrigues with the 
Sultan — were put for»vard in the edicts of Philip n., 
10th Dec. 1567, and Philip in., 9th Dec. 1609 
(these are printed by Balmez, El Protestanfismo 
cormarado, French tr., in vol. ii. appendix), but 
undoubtedly the facts, or supposed facts, elicited 
under torture in the Inquisition trials had much to 
do with the decision arrived at. The whole matter 
has been very fully and straightforwardly dealt 
with by P. Boronat y Barrachina, Los Moriscos 
Espafioles y s^l Expitlsion (Valencia, 1901), who, 
in spite of strong national and relirious sympathy 
uith the Inquisition, fully admits the expulsion to 
have been economically disastrous for Spain. It 
had, however, the approval of many enUghtened 
contemporaries — e.g., Cervantes. In the 17th and 
18th centuries the action of the Holy Office un- 
doubtedly grew much milder, and at this stage a 
good deal of its energy was spent in investigating 
cases of atheism or blasphemy and also the conduct 
of ecclesiastics accused of ofTences against morality. 
The Holy Office in Spain, revived in 1814 after a 
temporary eclipse under Napoleonic influences, 
was formally and finally suppressed in 1820. 

(h) Distinctive features . — A prevalent view of the 
Spanish Inquisition, and one much favoured by 
Roman Catholic apologists such as J. de Maistre, 
C. J. von Hefele, J. Hergenrother, A. Kn6pfler, 
etc., holds that the Holy Office in Spain was a 
State institution. To this L. von Ranke has lent 
countenance by calling it ‘a roy^ tribmial 
equipped with spiritual weapons’ (Die spanische 
Monarchic^, in Werkc, xxxv. [Leipzig, 1877] 195). 
The truer statement, as H. Grisar has pointed out, 
would be the converse. It was reallj’’ a spiritual 
court invested with royal authority. The situa- 
tion in Spain (see K. Benrath, in PB^ ix. 158- 
ICl) was very much akin to that in Venice. There 


also the State was thoroughly willing to co-operate 
in the_ w'ork of suppressing heresy, but only on 
condition that the control of the tribunal was not 
taken out of its hands. Whether the establish- 
ment of the Inquisition in 1478 owed anything to 
the initiative of the Holy See seems doubtful. 
But, on the other hand, it was from the pope from 
first to last that the Holy Office derived its powers. 
The peculiarity of the Spanish tribunal lay in its 
centralization, i.e. in the appointment of a single 
Inquisitor General, and, though this office was For 
a brief space entrusted to a commission of four, 
and although under Ximenez a separate Grand 
Inquisitor w'as named for Aragon, the institution 
for more than three centuries possessed a unity of 
organization which inevitably made it an instni- 
ment of great power in the hands of the crown. 
In practice the sovereign nominated the Inquisitor 
General, though it would be wrong to infer that it 
was customary to appoint any but men of recog- 
nizedly high character. Some of them, like 
Ximenez and Adrian of Utrecht (afterwards Pope 
Adrian vi.), were ecclesiastics not only of ability 
but also of the sincerest piety. Another distinctive 
feature was the council of the ‘ Supreme ’ — a body 
which in 1483, under the designation of the 
‘Consejo de la Supreme y General Inquisiciqn,’ 
was added to the four royal councils already exist- 
ing. The number of members, at first uncertain, 
came to consist of five, besides the Inquisitor 
General, and to these Philip II. added two from 
the Council of Castille. These w'ere sometimes 
laymen, and, as the king nominated, even though 
the names were submitted to him by the board 
itself, the influence exerted by the civil power was 
enormously great. Tlie Supreme (see Lea, In- 
quisition in Spain, ii. 166 f.) gradually gained 
influence at the expense of the Inquisitor General, 
but it was through the latter that the members of 
the council as well as all subordinate officjals of 
the Holy Office formally derived^ the ^iritual 
owers with which they were invested. The 
uprema also acted as a court of appeal with 
respect to the local tribunals. _ _ _ , 

As regards procedure the Spanish Inquisition 
does not appear to have differed rnaterially from 
what has been already described in the art. In- 
quisition (vol. vii. p. 330 f.). It need only be said 
here that the practice was by no means so arbitrary 
or even so unfair as the reader would infer finni 
the accounts given by Lea and other critics, all of 
them quite unacquainted with the technicalities of 
the canon law upon -which the procedure of the 
Holy Office was based. While there is much— 
particularly the use of torture and the inadequate 
representation of the accused by counscl--which 
every right-thinking man must condemn, there_ is 
no sufficient ground for saying that the Spanish 
inquisitors as a body were intent only on securing 
a conviction without regard for either timth or 
justice. 'The Holy Office, in fact, contrasts favour- 
ably so far as concerns the observance of forms of 
law -with the secular tribunals of other countne.^ 
notably those English courts which pronounced 
sentence upon religious dissentients tried for Ingn 
treason during the reigns of Henry vin. and Eliza- 
beth. Lea does not deny (see, e.g., in. 48-o2) tnc 
existence and formal recognition of certain sale- 
guards to protect the accused, but he declarc.s 
them to have been mere affectations which were oi 
no practical avail. It is to be regretted that lie 
has not printed in extenso a few of the processes 
upon which his verdict is based, so that the trained 
canonist might be in a position to judge of tne 
eridence for this very unfavourable new. 

As for the terrible barbarities committed by tne 
Spanish tribunals in torturing suspects and re- 
laxing, i.e. requiring the secular arm to bum tne 
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condemned, there is unfortunately no ' room for 
doubt of their reality. At the same time it should 
in fairness be remembered that as late as 1784 
a woman was burned at the stake at Portsmouth 
for murdering her husband (see L. 0. Pike, Sist. 
of Crime in England, London, 1876, ii. 379), and 
that about 1735 such executions by fire simply for 
uttering counterfeit coin were common in England, 
often numbering as many as half a dozen in a year. 

Of the frequency of relaxations to the secular 
arm in the early days of the Inquisition it is 
difficult to obtain an impartial estimate. Llorente, 
whose figures have too often been accepted without 
discussion, is certainly untrustworthy wherever 
the numbers given are merely a matter of specu- 
lation. 


‘.There is no question,’ says Lea (iv. 617), ‘ that the number 
of these [Inquisition victims] has been qreatly exaggerated in 
popular belief, an exaggeration to which Llorente has largely 
contributed by his absurd method of computation on an 
arbitrary assumption of a certain annual overage for each 
tribunal in successive periods.’ 

The most striking example quoted by Lea is that 
of the Canaries, where Llorente estimates the 
number of persons burned at 1118, whereas we 
now know the actual number to have been exactly 
eleven; but this misrepresentation, of course, is 
quite exceptional. Doivn to the death of Torque- 
mada in 1498, according to Llorente, 8800 persons 
were burned. The true number is probably not 
many more than the quarter of that, but, on the 
other hand, Eodrigo’s estimate of 400 is absurdly 
below the mark. In the absence of the Seville 
records no accurate computation can be attempted. 
What we know for certain is that in the following 
centuries the numbers steadily diminished. Prob- 
ably no calculations have been more carefully 
made from first-hand sources than those of Schafer. 
According to him {Beitrage zur Gesch, des span. 
Protestantismvs und dcr Inquisition, i. 156 f.), the 
estimates of Inquisition victims made by such 
writers as Fliedner and Llorente, at any rate as 
regards the punishment of Protestants, are enor- 
mously exaggerated. Out of 2100 persons mdicted 
for Protestantism whoso processes are preserved, 
only about 220 were burned in person, and 120 in 
effigy, and these figures include the great autos of 
Valladolid and Seville, which alone account for 
70 burnings in person and 30 in effigy. Moreover, 
many who suffered in this way were admittedly 
foreigners. 

However much the Inquisition and its methods 
may run counter to modern feeling, there is force 
in the contention ‘ No Church, no morals ; no 
dogma, no Church ; therefore^ purity of faith is of 
supreme importance.’ It is this conviction that has 
led such straightforward and patriotic Spaniards 
as J. L. Balmez and Menendez y Pelayo to urge 
that there may still be something to admire m 
tliis unpopular institution. In any case those who 
can see in it nothing but a brutal and mercenary 
organization to fill the coffers of the State and the 
pockets of the inquisitors have certainly misread 
the facts. AVe shall nob have a trustworthy and 
impartial history of the Inquisition until the point 
is grasped that there are many men, not only 
among the simple but also among the learned, 
worldly-minded as well as spiritual, who con- 
scientiously bold that orthodox dogmatic belief is 
the pearl of great price for which all other things 
in the world ought to be sacrificed. 

2 . The Holy Office in Rome. — This does not 
call for very full treatment. The bull of Pope 
Paul in.. Licet ah initio, anticipating in some 
sense the action of the long-looked-for Council of 
Reform, nominated in 1542 a congregation of six 
cardinals to watcli over the purity of the faith, 
gravely imperilled in that time of religious unrest. 
iSiro very sensational developments followed. , Al- 


though by an obscurantist policy which Pastor has 
not hesitated {Gesch. der Pdpste, Eng. tr., xii. 507) 
to denounce in ontspoken language the Holy 
Office still refuses all direct access to its Roman 
archives, and although the best sources of informa- 
tion, even though many have perished, are thereby 
withheld from students, still a good deal of valu- 
able material has been collected aZiitwrfe by Busch- 
bell {Reformation und Inquisition in Italicn) and 
others. Buschbell makes it clear that in the early 
years — at any rate until the pontificate of Paul IV. 
— much humanity was shown to the Inquisition 
prisoners in Italy. Consideration was shown to 
the sick, strict confinement was enforced only in 
a few extreme cases, the use of torture was rare, 
and the inquisitors were personally merciful (pp. 
219-222). Proceedings in the south of France 
were much more severe at the same epoch (c. 1545). 
This moderation, however, was not maintained 
during the pontificate of Paul iv. (G. P. Caraffa, 
1555-59). In spite of his violent anti-Spanish bias, 
ho is believed to have brought from Spain, where 
he was legate, strong convictions as to the need of 
severity in dealing with heretics. The Roman 
Inquisition was stimulated to an activity which 
even the most earnest and orthodox condemned. 
It has often been maintained by Roman Catholic 
apologists, such as Lacordaire or even Balmez, 
that the Roman Inquisition never pronounced a 
capital sentence. Fuller investigation has shown 
that this is untrue. In 1556 twelve (some say 
twenty-four) Marranos were burned at Ancona 
after trial by the Holy Office, and other condemned 
persons were executed at the stake even in Rome 
itself (see Pastor, German edition, vi. 507, 518). 
Many of those delated and imprisoned at this 
period were afterwards declared free from the 
slightest taint of heresy. The case of Cardinal 
Morone (and we might add that of Cardinal Pole) 
was a conspicuous example of such injustice. 
Popular feeling raged so hi^h that at the death of 
Paul IV. the Inquisition buildings were sacked and 
many of its records destroyed. Paul IV. also intro- 
duced in Rome the Index of forbidden books. 
Undoubtedly the severity shown at this time, 
which lasted on, though ivith mitigated activity, 
during the reigns of such pontiffs as Pius V. and 
Sixtus V., did have an effect in checking the 
progress of Protestantism and in restoring a more 
austere standard of morals than had prevailed 
during the Renaissance period, but the milder 
attitude of most succeeding popes showed that 
they regarded these extreme measures as justified 
only by some crisis exceptionally menacing to the 
purity of the faith. Taken as a whole, and con- 
sidered in comparison with the action of the 
tribunals of the Inquisition in other parts of the 
world, the Roman Congregation of the Holy Office 
has throughout its history conspicuously shown 
a spirit of moderation. It has lately been recon- 
stituted by Pope Pius X., and it still takes tho first 
place among the Roman Congregations, having 
now added to its duties the decision of all questions 
arising out of the doctrine and practice of In- 
dulgences. In its judicial capacity, as need hardly 
be said, the Holy Office now enforces none but 
what are, practically speaking, spiritual penalties. 

3- The Holy Office elsewhere. — The activities 
of the tribunals of the Inquisition, always deriving 
their jurisdiction mediately or immediately from 
the Roman pontiffs, in various other parts of the 
world have been chronicled by many different 
investigators. Benrnth, e.g., has occupied himself 
more particularly with the Inquisition in Venice, 
especially during the 16th century. Here, as in 
Spain, the secular power exercised many checks 
upon the freedom of the inquisitors, and here 
capital punishment, when inflicted, took the form 
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not of burning the culprit, but of drowning him in 
one of the lagoons, in itself certainly a more 
merciful procedure. .In a summary of the 16th 
cent, cases which he has investigated Benrath tells 
us that there were 803 processes for Lutheranism, 
6 for Calvinism, 35 for Anabaptism, 43 for Juda- 
izing, 65 for blasphemy, 148 for the possession of 
heretical boohs, 199 for sorcery (involving more 
particularly sacrilege with consecrated hosts), 22 
for perjuiy in Inquisition trials, 23 for grosser 
forms of immorality, 20 for clerical concubinage, 
45 for contempt of religion, and 27 for disregard of 
the laws of fasting and abstinence. In the 17th 
cent, the number of prosecutions was much less 
on all counts. As regards the Netherlands, P. 
Frdddricq has produced five volumes of his Corpus 
Documentorum dealing with the Inquisition trials. 
The Holy Office during the 16th cent, was very 
active and created much popular resentment. It 
was here that, on 1st July 1523, two Augustinian 
monks were burned — the first victims who suffered 
for Lutheranism — at the Grand’ Place of Brussels. 
It was on this occasion that Luther composed the 
hymn, or, more correctly, the historical ballad, 
beginning: ‘Ein neues Lied wir heben an.’ 
Throughout the Spanish dependencies tribunals 
for the detection or heretical pravity were intro- 
duced almost as soon as any settled ecclesiastical 
government had been established. A Chilian 
scholar, J. T. Medina, has devoted much labour 
to investigating the past history of the Inquisition 
not only in his o^vn country, but also in Cartagena, 
La Plata, Mexico, Lima in Peru, and the Philip- 
pines. Quite recently he has published a volume 
on the very early days of the institution in 
America, pointing out that, while inquisitorial 
owers were still lefu in the hands of the ordinary 
ishops, abuses and excesses were more rife than 
when, as happened later, special inquisitors were 
appointed for the purpose. It is generally ad- 
mitted that in many cases the inquisitors, who 
claimed no jurisdiction over the natives them- 
selves, as long as they were unbaptized, proved to 
be true friends to the unfortunate aborigines and 
stood between them and the brutal oppression of 
their conquerors. 

Litbbature. — i. SPAIS'. — ^The subject has been most fully 
dealt with in modern times by H. C. Lea, Uist. of the Inquisi- 
tion in Spain, 4 vols., New York, 1908-07, The Inquisition in 
the Spanish Dependencies, do. 1903, and The iloriscos of Spain, 
Conversion and Expulsion, do. 1901 ; P. M. Baumgarten, Die 
Werhe von Benry Charles Lea, Jliinster, 1903, criticizes Lea’s 
bias and inaccuracies, but without giving special prominence to 
these volumes. In Boletin de la Real Aeaaemia de la Historia, 
Madrid, Fidel Fita has published a large number of documents 
connected with the Inquisition, notably in vols. v., vi., ix., xv., 
xvi., xxiii., etc. For the history of Protestantism the best work 
Is E. Schafer, Beitrage zur Geseh. des spanischen Protestantis- 
mus und dcr Inquisition, 3 vols., Giitersioh, 1002. Among older 
books may be mentioned : L. a Paramo, De Origins et Pro- 

? ressu Off, S. Inquis., Madrid, 1693 ; P. a Liinborcb, Bist. 

nquisitionis, Amsterdam, 1692, Eng. tr., London, 1731 : J. A. 
Llorente, Bist. Critica de la Inquisition de Bspana, 10 vols., 
Madrid, 1322, abridged Eng. tr., Bist. of the Inquisition of 
Spain, London, 1820. Of. also : J. Amador de los Rios, Bist. 
de los Judios de Espafla y Portugal, 3 vols., Madrid, 1876; 
J. Orti y Lara, La Inquisition, do. 1677 ; F. J. Garcia 
Rodrigo, Bist. verdadera de la Inquisition, 3 vols., do. 1876- 
77 ; P. Boronat y Barradina, Los Moriscos Espanoles y su 
Expulsion, 2 vols., Valencia, 1901 ; R. Sabatini, Torquemada 
and the Spanish Inquisition, London, 1913 ; H. Grisar, In 
SET Hi. [1379] 543-678; M. Menendez y Pelayo, Bist. de los 
Beterodoxos Espailoles, 3 vols., Madrid, 18SO-S2 ; I. Melgares 
Marin, Protidimientos de la Inquisition, 2 vols., do. 1880; 
J. L. Balmez, El Protestantismo comparado, do. 1816, roost 
conveniently- consulted In the French and English translations 
(Eng. tr., Protestantism and Catholicity, 3 vols., London, 1849); 
C. J. von Hefele, Life of Card. Xitnenez, Eng. tr., London, 
1860. 

ii. Italy a.vd xiSPirirrBK— G. Bnschbell, Reformation 
und Inquisition in Italien, Paderbom, 1910; L. von Pastor, 
Geseh. der Piipste. 6 vols., Freiburg, 18S6-1910, esp. vols. v. and 
vL, Eng. tr., Bist. of the Popes from the Close of the Biddle 
Ages, 12 vols., London, 1391-1012; P. Tacchi Venturi, Storia 
de la Comp, di Gesu in Italia, vol. 1., Milan, 1910; K. Benrath, 
art. 'Inquisition,' in PRE^, and Geseh. der Reform, in Venedig, 
Halle, 1S07 ; L. Aniabile. II Santo Ofitio della Inquisizione tn 


Eapoh, 2 vols., Oitta di Gastello, 1892 ; P. Fredericq, Corpus 
Documentorum Inquisitionis haeret. pravit. Eeerlandieee 
6 vols., Ghent and The Hague, 1889-1903; J. J. I. von 
Dollinger, Eleinere Sehriften, Stuttgart, 1390; J. T. Medina 
La Primitiva Inquisition Americana, li9S-lS69, Santiago de 
Chile, 1914 (the same author, as mentioned in the text, has also 
compiled a number of other Inquisition monographs); A. 
Millares, Bist. de la Inquis. en las Islas Canarias, Las 
Palmas, 1874 ; L. de Alberti and B. W. Chapman, English 
Merehants and the Spanish Inquisition in the Canaries (Koj-al 
Historical Society), London, 1912. 

Herbert Thurston. 

OIL.— See Anointing. 

OJIBWA. — The Ojibwa (Ojibway, Chippewa) 
are an Algonquian tribe scattered over a region 
extending 1000 miles from east to west, and includ- 
ing both shores of Lake Huron and Lake Superior, 
with the Turtle Mountains of N. Dakota appro.xi- 
mately marking their western limit. Naturally, 
the bond connecting groups spread over this im- 
mense area is linguistic and cultural rather than 
political ; and even culturally there has been an 
appreciable degree of local differentiation, so that 
it would be permissible to speak of several distinct 
tribal gi-oups. The westernmost Ojibwa outposts, 
transcending the boundaries given above, viz. the 
Saulteaux and Bungi of S. Manitoba and Saskat- 
chewan, have in considerable measure assimilated 
features of Plains Indian {q.v.) life as opposed to 
the Woodland culture connected with their pristine 
habitat. The total number of the Ojibwa may be 
set at 35,000, of whom about 15,000 raside in 
Canada. In the United States (Census of 1910) 
there were 20,214 Ojibwa, of whom, however, only 
34 ’5 per cent were full-bloods. 

Linguistically the Ojibwa are very closely re- 
lated to the Ottawa and Pottawatomi, with whom 
the groups south of Lake Superior formed a loose 
confederacy, while the bands to the north have 
affiliated and almost merged with the Cree. His- 
torically the S. Ojibwa nave played a more im- 
portant part than their northern kinsmen. Having 
secured firearms before the other tribes west of 
Lake Michigan, they waged successful wars against 
the Foxes and E. Sioux, driving the latter west- 
ward towards the Plains and forcing the Foxes to 
unite with the Sauk Indians. 

Apart from the characteristics due to contact 
ivith the Plains, the Ojibwa represent a typical 
form of the ‘ Eastern Woodland culture^ of 
American ethnographers. 

I. Material culture. — The Ojibwa were essenti- 
ally hunters, and in a minor way fishermen, but 
south of the Straits of Mackinaw and Lake 
Superior they also cultivated the soil for maize, 
pumpkins, and beans, and gathered wild rice. 
Their style of habitation varied locally and season- 
ally. The principal types were (1) a rectangular 
lodge covered with the bark of elm or cedar trees, 
the roof being oval or gabled ; and (2) a dome- 
shaped structure, used especially in cold weather, 
which was covered ivith flag-reea mats or sheets of 
birch-bark. In addition there were conical lodges 
like those of the Plains and a long lean-to similar 
to the bark house, hut lower, longer, and witn a 
doable entrance. Clothing was made_ from the 
dressed skins of deer, moose, elk, and caribou. The 
men wore loose shirts, breech-clouts, _ leggings 
extending nearly to the hip, and moccasins. The 
women wore a belted dress reaching below tjie 
knee and open at the neck and arms, or a skirt 
ivith a shortloose jacket. They also had moccasins 
and leggings, but the latter barely reached np w 
the knee. Both sexes had skin robes with the hair 
left on. Fire was made by twirling a stick in trio 
socket of a block of wood with the aid of a bow, or 
by striking one piece of flint against anotiicn 
Water transportation was mainly in birch-barK 
canoes, though south of the Straits of Mackinaw 
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dug-out canoes "were employed. . In the -winter 
toboggans -were used, sometimes with dogs. The 
bow and arrow formed the principal weapon, to 
which was added a war-club. There is tradi- 
tional e-ridence for the use of pottery cooking 
vessels, but the principal arts were matting and 
weaving. Bags woven from cord made from the 
inner bark of bass or cedar and from wild hemp 
fibre were often decorated -with beautiful geo- 
metric desims. On account of the ease with 
which vessels of all sorts could be fashioned of 
birch-bark, neither hasketry nor wood-carving was 
well developed, though checkerwork baskets and 
wooden spoons are found. For amusement the 
0 j ib wa had a great variety of games, both of chance 
and of an athletic character ; of the latter may be 
mentioned lacrosse, which has since been borrowed 
by the Whites. 

2 . Social and political organization. — The 
Ojibwa are divided into a large number of exoga- 
mous clans, or (in the nomenclature of American 
ethnologists) gentes, descent being in the paternal 
line. W hile transgressions of exogamy in a number 
of other American tribes were disapproved rather 
than strictly punished, as, say, in Australia, there 
is evidence that the Ojibwa exercised greater rigour 
and punished offenders with death.* The kinship 
terminology, though varying in minor points in 
the several bands, conforms to the classificatory 
type that, according to W. H. R. Rivers, m.ay be 
expected in a tribe with exogamous subdivisions. 
The gentes, of which there were more than twenty, 
hear animal names, some of the most important in 
numbers and prestige being the Crane, Catfish, 
Bear, Marten, Wolf, and Loon gentes. In the 
native traditions the original number is set at five, 
the eponymic ancestors being described as suddenly 
appearing from the depths of the ocean. While 
the term ‘totem’ is of Ojibwa origin and while 
totemio features n.-iturally occur, the religious 
elements of totemism do not seem to be fully 
developed. We learn, t.g., that members of the 
Bear gens resembled their ancestor in their pugnac- 
ity and bad temper, but we do not know whether 
the bear was tabu to the totemites or was the 
object of a distinctively totemic cult. The totem- 
animal was, however, pictorially represented to 
indicate an individual gentile affiliation. “ There is 
some indication that at one time the individual 
names were associated with the individual’s gens ; 
but in recent times the custom has been for the 
parents to select a sponsor, who gives the child a 
name in no way related to its gens, but referring to 
his own personal maniiu (see below, p. 466").® 

The gentes were grouped together in a number 
of feeble phratries of obscure function. Thus, we 
learn that the Noka phratry was once composed of 
gentes named after parts of the bear’s body, and 
later of two divisions affiliated, respectively, with 
the common and the grizzly bear. In several of 
the phratries one gens seems to have been the 
predominant one. vVliether all the phratries, like 
the gentes, bore animal names remains undecided ; 
and we are also left in doubt as to whether the 
phratries were exogamous. The only functions 
specifically ascribed to them are of a political 
character: the Crane and Awause ‘were first in 
council, and the brave and unflinching warriors of 
the Bear family defended them from the inroads of 
their numerous and powerful enemies.’ * Moreover, 

.1 A Xarrative of Vie Captivitp and Adventures of John 
Tanner, New York, 1830, p. SIS; W. H. Warren, ‘Hist, ol the 
OJibwnj-s,’ Collections qf the Minnesota Historical Societ]/, v. 
ISt Paul, 1SS5] 42. 

3 Tanner, p. 175. 

S William Jones, ‘ Central Algonkin,’ Annual Arehecological 
Report, 1905, Toronto, 1900, p. ISOf. ; Peter Jones, Hist, of the 
Ojebicav Indians, London (1801). p. 101. 

4 Warren, p. 99. 


to the Bear phratry was entrusted the guardianship 
of the war-jiipe and war-club. 

, The political organization was loose even in the 
early days. There was a general council of adult 
males with somewhat vague powers, which selected 
the chief, whose office was nevertheless in a 
measure hereditary, since there was a tendency to 
choose a chief’s son provided he gave any evidence 
of ability. The incumbent of this office like- 
Avise had rather vague functions, his influence 
depending on his personal qualities rather than on 
his station. A chief usuallj^ had an adjutant, 
whom he might request to speak for him and send 
on errands.* Different bands had distinct councils 
and chiefs ; there ivas no confederacy uniting all 
the Ojibwa under a single executive or legislative 
head. Among the W. Ojibwa there was the char- 
acteristically Plains Indian feature of a soldier 
organization of tried ivarriors who controlled the 
bufl’alo-hunt and also acted as a police body in 
camp. 

Among the Timiskamig Ojibwa of N. Ontario, 
and probably other bands as Avell, each family had 
a distinct hunting territory, which must not be 
trespassed upon by other families, offences being 
sometimes punished Avith death and more fre- 
quently by evil magic directed against the 
offender.® 

3. Miscellaneous social customs. — Certain social 
usages must be referred to on account of their 
ethnological importance. The method of gmng 
names has already been described. The OjibAva 
had the reluctance shared by many tribes to 
mention their personal names, though they did 
not object to others doing so in their presence. 
Husband and Avife never mentioned each other’s 
name, nor did a mother-in-laAv utter her son-in- 
laAA’’s name.® The latter circumstance deserves 
mention, since Ave are positively assured that the 
OjibAva lacked the familiar mother-in-law tabu.* 
As among the Dakota, tAVO young men frequently 
adopted each other as special friends or comrades 
for life, in Avhich case they exchanged gifts and 
thereafter ahvays shared their property if either 
Avas in Avant.® 

In so Avarlike a tribe feats of arms AA'ere, of 
course, highly esteemed, and at festive gatherings 
each Avarrior recounted his exploits, Avbich Avere 
also symbolically represented by feathers Avorn in 
the head, as among the Sioux. To boast of deeds 
not actually performed Avas to lose social prestige 
in the tribe.® 

The mode of disposing of the dead and relevant 
customs may be treated under this head, though 
there is, of course, a religious aspect to these 
usages. The body Avas interred Avith the belong- 
ings of the dead, and over it Avas placed a Avooden 
covering with a hole in the side, Avhere the relatiA'es 
placed food and tobacco. Pictographic draAvings 
Avere sometimes traced on a board serving ns a 
tombstone, to indicate, c.p., the buried Avamor’s 
gens and his martial deeds. A funeral feast 
occurred Avith singing and drumming to cheer up 
the mourners, and an offering of food and drink 
Avas made to the dead. When the corpse avos 
remoA’ed from the lodge for burial, it Avas never 
carried out of the doonvay, but through a hole 
cut out in the bark in the lodge. The entire lodge 
Avas pulled doAvn and the fire extinguished. By 
AA’ay of mourning the relatives blackened their 
faces Avith charcoal, tied leather strips round their 
Avrists and ankles, cut off their hair, and assumed 
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the most unsightly clothing possible ; laceration 
was also practised by running knives and thorns 
through the flesh. During the period of mourning, 
which lasted for a whole year, daily offerings were 
made to the dead by putting a portion of food into 
the fire, and during occasional visits to the grave 
feasts and offerings, including tobacco, were made 
in honour of the departed spirit. Widows and 
bereaved parents were wont to fashion a doll-like 
parcel of clothes representing the deceased and 
carry it about for the entire year on all their 
travels.' 

4. Religion. Manitu concept. — The centre 
of Ojibwa relirfous life is occupied by the manitu 
concept, whi^ corresponds fairly closely to the 
walcanda of the Dakota and the orenda of the 
Iroc[uois. In the interpretation of William Jones,® 
which, in view of his Algonquian lineage, com- 
bined as it was with anthropological training, is 
entitled to special consideration, manitu [q.v.) is ‘a 
cosmic, mysterious property which is believed to 
be existing everywhere in nature,’ and with which 
the individual sought to enter into personal rela- 
tion. In the trance induced by the rigorous fast 
to which he subjected himself, he might be 
‘ fortunate enough to experience a mystic transport 
at the sight of something animate or inanimate,’ 
then that object would probably become one of 
religious veneration to be supplicated in the 
critical times of life. The essential point in this 
interpretation is the abstract character of the 
manitu ; according to Jones, the various spirits or 
deities are such in so far as they are endowed with 
common mystic property, being differentiated by 
the varying degrees m which they participated in 
this essence. As for the individual reaction, the 
emphasis is placed on the peculiar and overwhelm- 
ing emotional thrill that invests an experience 
with the quality of the uncannily strange. Thus, 
we have the case of an Ojibwa who in a state of 
fatigue lay down facing a huge boulder. As he 
looked at it, it seemed to oscillate, advance towards 
him, make a bow and then return to its former 
position. The Indian at once felt the greatest 
veneration for the rook, regarded it as his tutelary 
god, and never thereafter passed by w’ithout 
leaving a tobacco offering.® The rock did not 
become supernatural, according to the view ex- 
pounded, because of any spirit residing there or 
controlling it, but simply because the psychological 
experiences connected with it led the individual to 
associate it automatically with the unindividualized 
concept of the mysterious, i.e. manitu. 

Jones’s interpretation has been generally accepted 
by American ethnologists, with whose observations 
among other tribes it seems to harmonize admir- 
ably, hut was recently challenged by another field 
worker among the Ojibwa. According to P. 
Radin,^ the accepted view suffers from the over- 
systematization of observers imbued with Caucasian 
metaphysics, and does not correctly represent the 
attitude of the Indian mind. Manitu, he insists, 
always refers ‘ to definite spirits, not necessarily 
definite in shape.’ An arrow possesses specific 
lirtue because it is a transformed spirit or the 
seat of a spirit ; a peculiar object receives offerings 
because it belongs to a spirit or is similarly pos- 
sessed by it. Manitu as an essence distinct from 
definite spirits, Radin concludes, is ‘ an abstraction 
created by investigators.’ 

Radio’s critique undoubtedlj’’ has the merit of j 
crystallizing discussion of the subject, but it 
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cannot be said to have shaken the older interpre- 
tation. The danger of over-systematization, of 
attributing to the_ Indian a philosophical belief in 
a definite force immanent in the cosmos, seems 
illusory, since Jones himself emphasizes the un- 
systematic character of the belief. Accounts of 
Indian visions fairly bristle with experiences of 
precisely the type cited above from Kohl’s work. 
Pace Radin, there is not the slightest evidence 
that many of these rocks, trees, charms, etc., derive 
their sacred character from a spirit already exist- 
ing for the religious consciousness and subsequently 
associated with these objects. Manitu remains, 
accordingly, the concept of a cosmic force, nnana- 
lyzed, not nearly so definite as corresponding con- 
cepts of our science and philosophy, but comparable 
to the vague folk-generalizations familiar to the 
student of language and denoting the objective 
basis of the specifically religious emotions. 

(6) Visions. — The deliberate quest of supernatural 
power is one of the most wide-spread features of N. 
American religions life, hut among the Ojibwa it 
was characterized by a distinctive peculiarity — the 
extraordinary- extent to w'hich the procedure was 
regulated by the older members of the visionary’s 
family. At the age of puberty or, as would appear 
from some authorities, rather before it, a boy was 
ordered by his parents, or preferably his grand- 
parents, to retire to a secluded spot, abstain from 
food and drink, and await a supernatural revela- 
tion. If, after several days’ abstention, he suc- 
cumbed to temptation, all his efforts went for 
naught and he was obliged to begin again, his 
actions being watched by his elders. Nor were 
his reactions to the mystic experience a purely 
individual affair ; he was warned to decline certain 
evil revelations vouchsafed by malignant manitu 
I powers that might lead to his destruction. Thus, 
one of Radin’s informants had rejected the blessing 
of a chickadee in accordance with his grandmother’s 
injunctions and only accepted the sutoequent reve- 
lation of a white loon, which oflered him long life 
and immunity from disease. In short, we are not 
dealing \vith a simple psychological experience or 
■>vith that experience as moulded by the tribjil 
pattern for visions, which would operate automati- 
cally under any circumstances ; we have in addition 
the far-reaching conscious control o‘f the situation 
by the indiviauality of the supervising elder. 
Practically everything is pre-determined, something 
sharply defined is expected by the prospectiv-c 
visionary, and the interpretation of the vision is 
cast in a pre-existing mould. It is clear that in 
this way a virtual inheritance of shamanistic power 
is rendered possible since the elder prescribes the 
content of the vision.' 

Visions were not restricted to the time of 
puberty, though those seen then wore of the 
greatest importance, and, as illustrated by tlic 
ease of the swaying rock, were not confined to 
deliberate quests. Women were not barred from 
either mode of communication with the world of 
mystery. , 

The vision secured by an individual was liKcly 
to shape the future course of his life : the proinisc 
that he was to become a famous hunter would 
make him specialize in that direction, the sight of 
some object held in reverence by the members of 
the Midc' society might lead the visionary- to seek 
admission, and so forth. 

(c) Mythology . — While the number of mannu^ 
beings was indefinite, embracingat least potentially 
the entire animate and inanimate universe, there 
were among them not a few clearly individtiahzed 
and localized deities, some of them donblle.°s of 
significance only in the theoretical speculations of 

1 Kohl, pp. 233-242; Radio, 'An Introd-ictory Enquiry,' 
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the shamans, -while others played a dominant part 
in the everyday life of the people. Of CTeat 
interest is the dualistic conception of a Great 
Spirit or Master of Life, Kitchi-Manitn, opposed 
to an e-vil divinity, Matchi-Manitn, that controls 
all the bad spirits. That missionary influences 
have aflected this belief is the impression of both 
W. Jones and Kadin. On the other hand, it is by 
no means certain that the conception -was created 
by Christian doctrine, wliich may merely have had 
the effect of emphasizing the ethical motive in- 
volved. It is important to note that, -while Kitchi- 
Manitn is continually referred to in the sacred 
festivals, he corresponds otherwise to Andrew 
Lang’s notion of an otiose high god, being com- 
pletely overshadowed in practical life by the lesser 
tnaniUis and in mythological folklore by Nenebojo 
(known among the several local groups and in the 
orthography of different writers as Nanabuco, 
Minabojo, Menaboju, etc.). 

Nenebojo, who impressed some observers as an 
intermediary between the higher deities and man- 
kind, as a sort of Prometheus or Hercules, seems, 
in fact, the supreme figure of Ojibwa mythology. 
Great social and ceremonial institutions were 
traced to him as their founder, and even such 
material possessions as the canoe were derived 
from his inventive genius.* He was miraculously 
conceived through a girl’s facing west contrary te 
her motheris warnings, and thus falling a j)rey to 
the west wind. He spent his boyhood with his 
grandmother, then began to travel through the 
country, meeting with innumerable adventures in 
the course of his joumeyings. In many of these 
Nenebojo figures as an unscrupulous trickster, 
who stops at nothing to attain his ends. 

Thus, -when In need of food he offers to teach the dncka 
a ne-w dance during which they are to close their eyes ; when 
they unsuspectin^y obey his instructions, he wrings their 
necks, one after another. 

IVequently, as in the story cited, he is not per- 
mitted to enjoy the fruits of his cunning, but is 
beaten at his own game by some being of superior 
shrewdness. The disharmony between the heroic 
features revealed in some of the myths and the 
dastardly and deceitful character that appears in 
others is not a distinctively Ojibwa problem, but 
presents itself in many of the N. American mytho- 
logies. 

One of the most important tales deals -with his exploits 
against the water-spirits, who had slain his brother (nephew or 
grandson in other versions), a fox or wolf, which subsequently 
comes to preside over the spirits of the deceased. Lying In 
amhush, Nenebojo succeeds in badly wounding one of the 
enemies’ chiefs, then flaj-s an old woman, puts on her skin, and 
pretends to doctor the patient, whom, ol course, he destroys. 
The other water-spirits cause a general deluge, which threatens 
to overwhelm him though he flees to the highest summits. He 
constructs a raft, however, and not only saves himself and nil 
the animals that he meets, but re-creates the world from a UtUo 
earth brought up by the musk-rat, which he ordered to dive 
for some.2 

Of the other manitvs the Thunder is of consider- 
able importance, being the patron of one class of 
shamans, the jessakiS (see below). Four great 
deities are believed to occupy, respecti-vely, the 
four corners of the earth. Finally, mention must 
he made of the Windigo, a term extended in recent 
times to human cannibals, hut primarily designating 
a race of gigantic ogres who fed on human flesh. _ 

The Ojibwa conception of a future life is devoid 
of the notion of reward or punishment for earthly 
activities, and centres largely in the picturing of 
serious dangers that menace the soul on its way to 
the spirit land, which lies in the west. 

The souls are obliged to travel along a path in the centre of 
which they are tempted by an enormons strawberry, to eat of 
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whichinvolvesinstantdestrnctaon. After proceeding for several 
days they encounter a broad river, only partly spanned by 
what appears to be a vibrating log, which bars the way. In 
reality it is a snake, and the wanderers are obliged to leap 
across the on to its head. If they jump short or fall from 
the bridge into the water, they are transformed into toads or 
fishes; hence the special grief over the death of little children, 
who are deemed unable to make the difficult crossing unless 
escorted by an older friend or relative. 

The goal of the souls is familiar from the accounts 
of seers and of those who have died and come to 
life again, the spirits deeming that their time had 
not yet come and accordingly sending them hack 
to earth again. In the land of spirits every one is 
happy ; there is no strife, labour, or hunting, hut 
a continual round of pleasure with drumming, 
singing, and feasting.* 

(d) Shamanism and magic. — During the puberty 
fast the Thunder occasionally blesses an indi-vidual 
with the gift of pr^hecy and certain other super- 
natural powers. Such persons are known as 
Jessakids ((ewa ‘Mnnn), and are quite unorganized, 
each practising his profession independently of the 
others. Thejessafcid! foretells the success or mis- 
fortune of hunters and warriors, predicts the 
recovery or death of a patient, announces where 
game can he found, whether distant friends are 
yet living, and the like. These prophecies are 
delivered from -within a roofless, cylindrical, 
chimney -like structure covered with bark or robes. 
When the ^'essakid had seated himself inside the 
structure, it began to sway violently from side to 
side, and strange voices, interpretea os those of 
the manitus, became audible to the crowd ivithout. 
In addition to the Thunder, the Great Turtle is 
mentioned as a leading spirit in this performance. 
A jessakid also exorcizes demons and, more par- 
ticularly, sucks out pathogenic spirits from the 
patient’s body by means of tuhularhones, swallows 
them, and nltimately vomits them out.® 

Another type of shaman is represented by the 
mabano, who likewise become such ns the result 
of a vision. They, also, are not organized into a 
society. A wabano furnishes hunting and love 
medicines, but his distinctive power consists in his 
immunity from the eftects of hre and heat, which 
is demonstrated in public performances. A shaman 
of this class -will pick up red-hot stones and coals, 
or plunge his hand into a kettle of boiling water 
and extract the head of the animal cooked.® The 
last-mentioned feat is probably historically con- 
nected with the Hot Dance of the Mandan, 
Hidatsa, and Arikara, and part of the Heyoka 
cult of the Dakota. 

A third class of shamans corresponds more closely 
to the ordinary medicine-men. These are medical 
practitioners cognizant of the mysterious curative 
properties of roots and herbs, administered after 
the chanting of sacred incantations. According to 
W. Jones, -they also practise the jessakid trick of 
sucking out malignant spirits by the aid of round, 
slender hones.* 

Magical practices are not by any means the 
exclusive prerogative of a favoured class of shamans. 
The laity avail themselves in part of the same 
principles, viz. those of sj'mpathetic and imitative 
magic. Thus, when a man desires to bring grief 
upon another, he make.s a small image of the 
enemy and pierces its head or heart, causing an 
affliction of that part ; if the desire is to kill, the 
effigy is hurled or burned amidst magic spells. A 
corresponding device is employed to ensure success 
in the chase, the game nnimnls being sketched on 
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birch-bark or carved in wood. The incantations 
associated with these rites bear reference primarily 
to the mythological character Nenebojo. They, 
as well as the songs of the Midg'wi-vvin, were 
represented pictographically by realistic images 
drawn on birch-bark ; these were mnemonic in 
character, a single sign often helping to recall a 
group of ideas and the air of a song.^ Sympathetic 
magic is also used to induce love on the part of a 
beloved woman ; the mamcian in such a case uses 
carved effigies of himself and his beloved, with 
mysterious powders in bags fastened with a lock 
of hair._ By piercing the heart ivith a needle 
dipped into the several powders, various results 
may be effected, such as the relenting of the woman 
to the extent of pining for her admirer or her 
punishment for spuming his offers. - 
While the shamanistic performances hitherto 
treated are manifestations of individual power or 
knowledge, the Mide'wiwin was a secret society, 
composed of both men and women. Magical prac- 
tices of the type described above were by no means 
dissociated from this organization, but its special 
function was concerned with life after death. 
Since, according to Ojibwa eschatology, the souls 
of the deceased encounter various dangers, the 
object of the Mide'wivdn is to overcome these 
obstacles by the use of fomiulce known exclusively 
to the members. Initiation , follows only after a 
long period of instruction, and the fees required 
are very considerable. Among some of the Ojibwa 
there are no fewer than four degrees of initiation, 
and from other groups as many as eight are re- 
ported. Foremost among the rites of initiation is 
the ‘shooting ceremony,’ in which the leader 
points a medicine-bag at the novice, who falls 
prone upon the ground, rendered unconscious by a 
magic shell that is believed to have entered him. 
When restored to life, he shows his newly-acquired 
powers as a member by similarly shooting those of 
older standing in the society. Admission is sought 


either because^ of a vision suggesting it to the 
candidate or in order that he may replace an 
individual who died during the time of preparation. 
As Kadin points out, the essential secret knowledge 
is imparted by the novice’s individual preceptor 
during the preparatory period ; it is then that he 
receives instruction in the specific teachings of the 
MideViwn and learns to interpret the symbolic 
birch-bark records. While the Mide'wiwin is un- 
doubtedly a definite organization, the individu^ 
element is thus nevertheless of great significance 
from the subjective point of view.^ hVora the 
point of view of the tribe at large the Mide'uiwin 
performances constitute the one ceremony of over- 
shadouang importance, comparable to the Sun- 
dance of the Plains. The membership was numer- 
ous, while the unassociated shamans of the otlier 
groups never comprised more than a few isolated 
individuals. 

(fi) Vanous religious practices. — A. number of 
religious practices, while less impressive than the 
rites of the Mide'wiwin and the shamanistic per- 
formances already described, are nevertheless of 
great importance in the daily life of the people. 
In this connexion may be mentioned the constant 
offering of tobacco to all sorts of objects viewed 
with religions veneration and sacrifice of dogs at 
religious festivals.® Like the majority of the 
N. American Indians, the Ojibwa indulged in 
sweat baths, not from purely hygienic motives, 
but as a religious rite accompanied with sacred 
songs.® 

Among the W. Ojibwa the Sun-dance of the 
Plains Indians, though an intrusive feature, was 
prominent. They also had a Windigokan, or 
cannibal cult, shared \vith the Assiniboin and 
Cree, in which masked clowns performed ludicrous 
rites, expressing the opposite of their intended 
meaning, and exorcized disease-causing demons.* 
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OLD AGE (Psychological). — If we should follow 
the custom of dividing life into the traditional 
seven ages, as is not infrequently done, the period 
of old age would cover the last two ages — elderli- 
ness, from about 55 or 60 to about 70 years, and 
senescence, which moves progressively from 70 
towards ‘ second childhood and mere oblivion ’ 
(E. C. Sanford, ‘Mental Growth and Decay,’ AJPs 
xiii. [1902] 426-449). Both ages are alike in mark- 
ing a decline from the physical vigour and mental 
acumen which characterize the middle years of life. 
The essential underlying condition of the transition 
to the state of age has usually been supposed to 
be the decline and, later, the termination of the 
reproductive functions. This notion harmonizes 
many of the phenomena of age, including the fact 
that its inception among women is from five to ten 
years earlier than among men. It has been much 
discredited, however, by recent researches. 

I. Symptoms. — In enumerating the marks of 
approaching age it is of the utmost importance 
to distinguish between the fundamental and ac- 

iKohl, p. ESI; Tanner, pp. 174, lS9f., 841, 851, 863; W. 
Jones, ‘ Central AlROnkin,' p. 144. 
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cidental, and between the normal and pathological. 
It has been altogether too common in the discus- 
sions of this period to hit upon the superficial 
changes that easily strike the attention, and to 
overlook the deeper-lying events. Among the 
marks that indicate the normal approach of sen- 
escence are : transfer of interest away from things 
of sense to those of deeper human concern ; moving 
past the technique of science to its higher mean- 
ings (Socrates’ confession in Plato, Phmdo ) ; seeing 
things in perspective (Tennyson, in Locksley Hall, 
Sixty Years After) ; lack of originality in discover- 
ing new interests, but greater enthusiasm for old 
ones — even old aversions and pessimisms (Schopen- 
hauer) ; freedom from the stress of passion, and 
the transfer of energy to higher loves (Tolstoi, 
Augustine); fixity of habit of thought, giving, 

1 Hoffmann, pp. 149-300 ; Kohl, pp. 41-52 ; W. Jones, 'Central 
Alironkin.* p. 146; Radi'n, ‘The Ritual and Signinoance of the 
Wmncbago Medicine Dance,’ JAFL xxlr. 

Frances Densmore, ‘Chippewa Music,’ Mull. 45 MM [lOlO], 
p. 13 ff. 

» Kohl. pp. SS, 60. ® /6. p. 2S3. 

4 A. Skinner, Political Organizalton, Quilt, and Cp-emmttt 
of tht Plaint-OjUncay and Plaint-Cree Jndiant, New York, 
19w, pp. 600-511, ’The Cultural Position of the Plains Ojibway, 
American Anthropotogiit, awL II014] 314-318. 
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within a certain range, poise and stability of judg- 
ment (Darwin, Huxley, Kant). 

Age suffers losses, even among the normal, that 
are irrevocable. The senses are less delicate. 
Memory for details is gone past recovery. The 
bent form, the shrivelled bulk, the halting step, 
tile tremulous hand, the falling teeth, the wrinkled 
skin, the whitened hair, and the corresponding 
internal changes, even within the central nervous 
system, with its disrupted nuclei, its pigmented 
and shrunken tissues, and its depleted cellular 
substance — all these are unmistakable signs of 
physical degeneration, which increases until at 
last the organism must pay its full debt to nature. 

Are these the marks merely of progressive de- 
generation of the entire personality? Are they 
the characteristics of age, or its necessary accident? 
Are the relatively few instances of men and women 
who appear to grow in grace, ivisdom, and power 
to the very end of life merely the exceptions to the 
rule of senescent decline? Or do they represent 
the norm ? In order to escape a hasty judgment, 
it is well to keep in mind the law of progressive 
variation, among individuals of the same species 
or genus, along with increasing years. During 
foetal life and early infancy individuals are much 
alike. Heredity and selection have busied them- 
selves cutting off the variants and fixing stable 
lines of inheritance. From babyhood on through 
life there is, however, an ever-increasing departure 
from the central highway of development. In 
other words, the average deviation in the species 
from the norm increases more and more, until at 
last there are relatively few persons who are true 
to type. Their sparseness is no necessary sign of 
eccentricity. 

2 . The origin of senescence.— A positive answer 
to the questions raised can be approached by rais- 
ing another — ^Why did old age and death come into 
the world ? Among many of the lower kinds such 
a fate is not always necessary. Single-celled organ- 
isms that propagate themselves by cell-division 
enjoy, bamng fatalities, a sort of terrestrial im- 
mortality. When one organism splits, in order to 
pass on into two others (to the extent that they 
are ‘ others’), it cannot be said to die, although in 
a sense the original structure disappears, for ‘ there 
is nothing left to bury.’ 

Living forms soon discovered the utility of union 
and co-operation. They colonized. The result was 
an organism. This arose through division of labour 
among the various cells, and the consequent special- 
ization of structure and function. Some of the 
cells wore out faster than others, while many of 
them, as always happens in a democracy, built 
themselves up at the exnense of their fellows. 
The colony was soon full of discord. It was, 
furthermore, a charnel-house of worn-out units. 
It had to clean house and start afresh. As a 
colony, it broke up. The organism died. Our 
first result is that ‘ death was the price paid for a 
body’(P. Geddes and J. A. Thomson, Evolution, 
London, 1911, p. 88). The debt is paid in instal- 
ments; and the period of old age is the time 
allowed for the settlement of all arrears. 

Old age may, however, be interpreted in terms 
of life as truly as in terms of death. Nature as a 
whole seems to behave like an organism, and to 
have a passion for continuance and progress. She 
is full of resources. She is a shrewd bargainer. 
She pawned individual deathlessness for a body, 
but the body was only a means to an end-— that of 
higher biological efficiency. By 'scrapping’ the 
worn-out organism frequently, and starting afresh, 
there is no sacrifice, if only the successes and ac- 
quirements of each generation can be conserved in 
every succeeding one. This was provided for by 
the fact of heredity, both ‘blood’ and ‘social.’ 


Indeed there is a total gain, since each fresh in- 
dividual, like Nature herself, hairing the obsession 
for progress, can profit by its own experience, dis- 
cover new adjustments, and thus add a little to its 
own original capital. This exchange of individual 
terrestrial immortality for biological conservation 
■ and improvement lies, surely, at the very heart of 
racial progress. So clear is its truth that an ageing 
person, if only he thinks in terms of life as a wliole, 
might, ns his end draws near, cheerfully * lay him 
doira with a will,’ knoiving that his demise is 
part of a plan of higher fulfilment. He could at 
least accept gracefully that which Nature bestows 
graciously. 

Nature’s problem has always been, and is, at 
death to discover ways of saving, from the rubbish 
of the old organism, the elements for the rebuilding 
of a new one, and a better than the old. She has 
found no fewer than live ways of sloughing off old 
bodies and reconstructing along better lines. All 
five methods centre in the fact of reproduction. 
They stand for a series of movements biologically 
in two directions, one of which is progressively 
fatal to the cosmic individual, while the other is 
progressively beneficial to the race, seemingly at the 
expense of the individual. On the one hand, thej' 
have planted the fact of old age and death so deep 
within the laws of life that among higher kinds it 
is inviolable and irrevocable; on the other hand, 
they are but five discoveries of ways, not only of 
progress, but-of the liberation of intellectual and 
spiritual values. The first method is that of ‘re- 
generation,’ involving dedill'erentiation and re- 
juvenescence. By this means of reproduction 
almost any fragment of the original organism 
can reproduce its kind, as when a ' cutting ’ from 
a rose-stem or grass-root, or a fragment of an 
earth-worm or planariura, is sufficient for the re- 
generation of a new adult structure true to type. 
The various cells or cell-groups in the organism 
somehow, strangely, completely reflect within 
themselves its entire composite life (according to 
Weismann and his school, the fragments contain 
original, changeless germ-plasm, out of which the 
new organism develops). The sequent or fragment 
goes through a process of reduction or simplifica- 
tion or dedifferentiation, along with increased 
metabolism, and rediscovers the road leading to a 
repetition of the life-cycle. The process of de- 
differentiation, which is an act of ageing, is an 
anticipatory step towards a rejuvenescence. Among 
these kinds senescence is a utility — ^that of ‘ scrap- 
ping ’ and renewal — though not a necessity. It is 
a function of metabolism. If the relation between 
nutrition and repair, on the one hand, and waste 
and decay, on the other, can be kept constant, the 
age-cycle can be eliminated, and terrestrial im- 
mortality is attained. C. M. Child has keptyjfan- 
aria vclata, whose life-cycle, with abundant feed- 
ing, is three or four weeks, in a state of perpetual 
youth, by giving them a quantity of food just 
sufficient to prevent reduction, and not sufficient 
to permit growth (Child, Senescence and Rejitven- 
cseence, Chicago, 1915, p. 167 f.). At the end of 
three years the animals showed all the signs of 
health and youth, and none of the marks of age. 

Three other methods of reproduction, which pro- 
gressively emphasize the life-cycle, are ‘ budding,’ 

‘ sporialation,* and ‘parthenogenesis’ (g.v.j, the 
first two being asexntu, and the other standing at 
the parting of the ways between the several lower 
types of perpetuation of the species and the highest 
mode, the sexual. 

Many of the lower species have employed the 
sexual mode of reproduction on occasion, ns when 
the aphis multiplies its numbers all the summer 
long by parthenogenesis, and then, in autumn, 
leaps the -urinter by the aid of sex. But now at 
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last have come the species that have burned all 
bridges behind them, and have depended solely 
upon the one biologically successful method of re- 
production. Up to the time of implicit dependence 
upon sexual reproduction Nature was more con- 
cerned with the amount of life in the world than 
mth its quality. Henceforth she prized quality 
even at the expense of amount. 

There have been many gains from depending ex- 
clusively at last upon the accident of sexual repro- 
duction. Important among them is the increased 
variation among offspring that has resulted from 
the crossing of strains through mating, and conse- 
quently the enrichment of the individual, and also 
indefinitely gi-eater adaptation from generation to 
generation. But the supreme advantage has arisen 
through the complete establishment of the life- 
cycle ending in old age and death. Out of this 
single biological fact have radiated innumerable 
resultants, most of them representing the lines of 
liberation of essentially all the higher mental and 
spiritual values that make man that which he dis- 
tinctively is. Among the gains, in addition to the 
priceless one of starting each generation with a 
clean slate and also with the refined and corrected 
wisdom of the race as its dowry, are the following : 
the care of offspring, resulting in the spirit of 
kindliness ; ivarm-bloodedness and increased meta- 
bolism, with corresponding mental alacrity and 
acumen ; helpless babyhood and lengthened infancy, 
demanding even greater love, wisdom, and purpose ; 
colonization, in the family and larger groups, and 
the full birth of sympathy, co-operation, ana other 
social virtues ; the habit of adjustment, the habit 
of learning, the habit of growth, which contain the 
secret of progress and development. Progressively, 
among all kinds above the protozoa, terrestrial im- 
mortmity has been sacrificed for sympathy, intel- 
ligence, and appreciation. 

Old age, as the termination of the physiological 
cycle, has gained psychologically in many ways : 
enrichment to itself, through giving its wisdom 
back to the rising generation ; greater eagerness 
to make the most or life while it lasts ; in facing 
the fact of change and dissolution the more careful 
re-evaluation of all values in the quest of the 
changeless ; the intensification of values, as the 
individual is caught between life and death, be- 
tween love and sorrow. Other mental compensa- 
tions centre in the fact of senile rejuvenescence, 
and will be described below. 

3 . Causes of old age. — It has ever been one of 
the lively problems of physiology to determine the 
direct contributing factors involved in bodily de- 
cline. None of the theories seems as yet altogether 
satisfactory. Most of them are but statements in 
other words of the fact of senility, or of the accom- 
panying conditions of old age, rather than of 
underlying causes. 

It is duo to the wearing out of the organism (Lotze, Hiero- 
eosmtis, Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1897, i. 60-02); to a ‘vital 
ferment’ in the organism (O. Butschli, ‘Gedanken fiber 
Leben und Tod,’ Zooloj. Anzeiger, xv. [1892]); to a pro- 
gressive decrease in tlie metabolism of the body (A. Bfihler, 
’Alter und Tod,’ Biotog. Centralblalt, xiv. [1901]); to ‘greater 
stability of the organism along nith decreased dynamic activity ’ 
(Chiid, p. 459) ; to the incapacity of cells to reproduce for re- 
placement of worn-out tissues (A. Weismann, Uber Leben und 
Tod, Jena, 1SS4, Das Keimplasma, do. 1692) ; to Increased cell- 
differentiation at the expense of recuperation (H. S. Jennings, 
Popular Science Monthly, Ixxx. [1912] SCSI.); to the increase 
and differentiation of the cj-toplasm of cells at the expense of 
nuclear substance (C. S. Jlinot, The Problem of Age, Groicth, 
and Death, New York, 1908). There is a bewildering array of 
other ‘causes," entangling themselves with biological repro- 
duction, chemical inhibitors, colloidal substrata, and auto- 
catalyzers. 

Whatever be the more intimate processes in- 
volved, it seems clear that senescence isaccomp.'inied 
by a break-down of the phj’siolomcal mechanism 
at some vital spot. It is well known that the 


brain substance is intimately concerned in the pro- 
cess (H. H. Donaldson, The Growth of the Brain, 
New York, 1909, ch. xvii. ; M. Muhlmann, ‘Bei- 
trage zur Frage nach der Ursache des Todes,’ Arch, 
fur Path. (Virchow), cxv. [1914]) and that it suffers 
a disappearance of nuclei and a depletion of cyto- 
plasmic substance. 

One of the most highly popularized notions is 
that of E, Metchnikotf {The Nature of Man, Eng. 
tr., London, 1903, The Prolongation of Life, Eng. 
tr., do. 1907). Senility is due, according to 
Metchnikoff, to the auto-intoxication of the organ- 
ism through poisoning from the bacteriaa cultured 
chiefly (for man) in tlie superfluous sack, tlie large 
intestine. As a result of the poisoning, the phago- 
cytes, or white corpuscles of the blood, are diverted 
frona their normal function of protection against 
the invasion of harmful bacteriffi, and themselves 
attack the tissues of muscles, bones, arteries, and 
brain, bringing about their final destruction. The 
theory has found small acceptance so far among 
biologists. Old age is clearly an older fact 
biologically than Metchnikoff treats under that 
caption. 

Perhaps the most intimate and minutely critical 
study of the problem to date is that of C. M. Child. 
He shows that senescence is relatively independent 
of sexual reproduction, and that both are organi- 
cally bound up as utilities within the biological 
processes, which move rhythmically through a neat 
balancing of the processes of expenditure and re- 
cuperation, of differentiation and dedifferentiation, 
of progression and regression, combined with an 
act of rejuvenescence. 

‘Death is the inevitable end of the process of senescence 
when regression and rejuvenescence do not occur’ (p. 401). 

4 . Interpretation of the state of age.— As seen 
and felt from tvithin) what meanings and values 
really characterize the last years of life? The 
answers are varied in the extreme. In boldest 
outline it will be sufficient to mention three types 
of attitude, the first two more or less fatalistic, 
the third genial, perhaps idealistic. 

(a) Degeneration. — The marks of senescence are 
physiological disintegration and mental decline. 
This conception draws largely from the two spurces 
of physiology and pathology. It is true in the 
majority of instances of senility. The various 
povvers or functions do not age equally rapidly 
among themselves (Minot, p. 249), nor are any two 
persons alike in the date, rate, or order of weaken- 
ing. There is, accordingly, a vast variety of 
spiritual attitudes of senescents towards the ap- 
proaching state of age. 

Classic instances are : graceful acceptance of the result by 
Cicero in de Seneetute; the superior disregard of death by 
Epicurus ; the Stoic acceptance of the order of Nature by 3Iarcu0 
Aurelius ; the pathetic disillusionment about the vanity of all 
things bv the writer of Ecclesiastes ; the warm sunset after- 
glow in Over the Teacups (1890) of Oliver Wendell Holmes; the 
frank pessimism of O, K. E. von Hartmann, whose ^soul finds 
consolation in a ' philosophy of the unconscious ’ (Philosophy of 
the Unconscious, Eng. tr., London, 1884); and the sombre 
passion of tlie tragically musical dirge ol Jlntthew Arnold, who 
finds at the close of the act of ‘ growing old ’ ‘ a hollow ffhost, 
‘immured in the hot prison ol the present,* adding ‘month to 
month with weary pam ’ (Grotoing Old). 

Unless there is found some now centre around 
which later life reconstructs itself, or some old love 
or present enthusiasm or new hope that springs up, 
the usual outcome of senescence is a total decline 
of body and mind. On the jjathologj- of senility 
there has grown up an extended literature (see 
DPhP, s.v. ‘Senescence’; also J. Niitzli, Vbtr 
Dementia Senilis, Zurich, 1895). 

(b) Peversion, or retrogression, _ leading to a 
‘second childhood.’ — This theory is a re/inctnent 
of the preceding through discovering a law which 
seeks to determine the nature of senescent decline, 
some of its stages, and its final quality. The law 
is that the procedure from the period of highest 
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power, efficiency, and insight of the forties and 
fifties is the exact reversal, step by step, of the 
processes of upbuilding from childhood to the height 
of attainment. A convenient comparison, though 
something more than a mere analogy, since it 
suggests a fundamental law of development, is that 
of the growth of a fruit-bearing tree. It first 
shows a stalk or trunk, then branches and leaves ; 
soon it bears blossoms without fruit, then fruit, 
and finally a rising curve of quantity of fruit. 
The fruitage then begins to decline; then come 
blossoms without fruit, leaves ■without blossoms, 
leafless twigs, twigless branches, and at last only 
a trunk, which stands as a relic of a departed glory 
and a symbol of a completed cycle. 

There is much in the psychology and the patho- 
logy of old age to fortify this law. T. Ribot has 
shown that in the diseases of the will ‘ dissolution 
always follows the inverse order of evolution,’ and 
that ‘ the complex manifestations of will disappear 
before the simpler ones, and the more simple ones 
before automatic activity’ (Tlie Diseases of the 
Will, Eng. tr., Chicago, 1896, p. 114). He has 
demonstrated a similar law in maladies of memory 
(Les Maladies de la mimoire, Paris, 1881, p. 119 ff.). 
It is a matter of common observation that very old 
people enjoy most the reminiscences of very early 
life, and that their memories of childhood are ex- 
tremely vivid. It is more than a figure of speech 
that designates extreme old age as a ‘ second child- 
hood.’ 

In so far as this law of reversion is true, it is 
clear that the quality of mentality of extreme age, 
and of its pathologies, will be determined by the 
release of those instincts and impulses that are 
biologically old, and by those tastes and aptitudes 
peculiar to the early years of each individual. 

(c) Bejuvenescence and the attainment of full 
spiritual majority. — The conviction has been rather 
•wide-spread that the maturest wdsdom and the 
highest spiritual satisfactions belong to the closing 
years of life. Indeed, a considerame number of 
the world’s most productive geniuses^ have home 
testimony to that fact. In early India it appears 
that the fourth and last stage of life was regarded 
as the choicest of all periods, and was anticipated 
■with eagerness (Max Muller, Three Lectures on the 
Ved&nta Philosophy, London, 1894, pp. 18-20). 
This notion has been most successfully immortal- 
ized in the familiar lines of Rahhi Ben Ezra, of 
Robert Browning. 

Are the instances of sober, creative old age the 
exceptions that prove the rule of senile degenera- 
tion, or do they obey a higher law ? Is the renewed 
spiritual serenity that often attends extreme age 
bom out of a gratuitous optimism, or is it the 
natural flavour of a ripened insight ? The answrer 
to these questions has many conditions. Has one 
hy good fortune, or by the grace of a good judg- 
ment, found and kept ‘ the middle way,’ ‘ the golden 
mean,’ ‘ the straight and narrow way,’ that leads 
progressively onw’ardl The chances are against 
it. It seems to be the rule that, after the passing 
of the middle years of productivity, men and 
w’omen fall into something of a slough of despond. 
Do they then look backward, and seek to cultivate 
stUl the athletic powers, the mental acumen, and 
the lively sentiments of the glorious middle years 
of life? That way leads to despair and defeat. 
Do they, on the contrary, look onward to the 
pleasures and satisfactions peculiar to old age? 
Much depends, apparently, on the mental atti- 
tude in such matters. Often the secret of deliver- 
ance from the valley of discouragement lies in a 
w'rcstling of soul, like that of Tolstoi, when he had 
completed his first successful career, to gain a hold 
upon the things of permanent worth and value. 
Then began the real Tolstoi. If one can safely 


' cross the dead-line ’ that lies in the bottom of the 
valley, then the hills of a higher perfection rise 
more clearly into view. 

There are a good many lines of eiddence, apart 
from the biographical and autobiographical, that 
there may be a genuine rejuvenescence in ex- 
treme age, with a rebirth upon higher levels of 
mentality. 

(1) Delated senescence of the central nervous 
system.— The central nervous system, the mechan- 
ism particularly concerned with mentality, is the 
most stable tissue of the body. Its cells persist 
throughout life. It resists exhaustion even at the 
expense of other tissues. It is the last to give 
way under starvation. It has a delayed senescence 
as compared with the rest of the organism. The 
rest of the bodUy functions have been placed pro- 
gressively, biologically, at the disposal of the brain 
for a copious supply of blood, to furnish it with 
nourishment, and to wash it free of toxic 
through a generous supply of adrenaline, 
the close of life the central neural processes become 
the ruling power in the original democracy of 
functions. 

(2) Mental rejuvenescence. — Just as among lower 
organisms some fragment of the body can be a 
nucleus for the re-centring of all the life processes 
in a new youn^ creature true to type, so in a grow- 
ing indmdnal it is possible for a functionally young 
part of the mechanism to form a centre of healthy 
reconstruction, giving a fresh lease of life. So true 
is this law that Child remarks : 

'These experiments leave no basis for the contention that the 
organism or the cell cannot become young after ft has once 
undergone senescence, and that the only source of youth is an 
undiSerentiated germ-plasm ’ (p. 179). 

The central nervous system, which has resisted 
most successfully the processes of decline, becomes 
naturally the centre of reformation. The conse- 
quence is a fresh psychic release. From this stand- 

oint one can understand better the successive re- 

irths after pessimisms of Goethe, who wrote to 
Zeller in his eighty-third year : 

‘I nm delighted to find that even at my great age, Ideas come 
to me, the pursuit and development of which would require a 
second life '(tor a study of Goethe’s old age see MetohnikofI, 
pp. 270-300). 

(3) Refinement, in the new nucletes, of original 
endowments. — It is evident from the foregoing 
that the secret of senile rejuvenescence, when it 
occurs, is the formation of a new nucleus of self- 
hood on higher levels of mentality. It arises in 
part from the refinement, or ‘ sublimination,’ of 
native instincts and impulses. In the case of 
Swedenborg, e.g., the condition of 'crossing the 
dead-line ’ and of progressive renewal during later 
years seems to have been the re-awakening and 
release, on spiritual levels of his nature, of the two 
native instincts of self-regard, resulting in a sense 
of di-vine leadership, and of sex, which culminated 
in the passion of * di-vine love.’ The ingredients 
which enter into the final complex of refined in- 
stincts and secondary characters, that constitute 
the final ' spiritualized’ self -hood, vary greatly in 
different individuals. 

(4) Enrichments through contact with life and 
through conservation of experiences. — Each person 
at any point in his career is 'part of all he has 
met.’ If the course of his life has proceeded 
normally, the stream of life -widens, the judgments 
are more tried and trustworthy, the perspective 
clearer, with eaeh succeeding stage. _ Even the sub- 
conscious experiences, from earliest chOdhood 
throughout, it has been amply proven, are in- 
delibly stamped upon the character, and are ' con- 
served’ as active elements in later mentality 
(consult, e.g., Morton Prince, The Unconscious, 
New York, 1914). Furthermore, the processes 
of selection and rejection, of discrimination and 
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last have come the species that have burned all 
bridges behind them, and have depended solely 
upon the one biologically successful method of re- 
production. Up to the time of implicit dependence 
upon sexual reproduction Nature was more con- 
cerned with the amount of life in the world than 
wth its quality. Henceforth she prized quality 
even at the expense of amount. 

There have been many gains from depending ex- 
clusively at last upon the aceident of sexual repro- 
duction. Important among them is the increased 
variation among offspring that has resulted from 
the crossing of strains through mating, and conse- 
quently the enrichment of the individual, and also 
indefinitely greater adaptation from generation to 
generation. But the supreme advantage has arisen 
through the complete establishment of the life- 
cycle ending in old a^e and death. Out of this 
single biological fact nave radiated innumerable 
resultants, most of them representing the lines of 
liberation of essentially all the higher mental and 
spiritual values that make man that which he dis- 
tinctively is. Among the gains, in addition to the 
priceless one of starting each generation with a 
clean slate and also with the refined and corrected 
wisdom of the race as its dowry, are the following ; 
the care of offspring, resulting in the spirit of 
kindliness ; warm-bloodedness and increased meta- 
bolism, with corresponding mental alacrity and 
acumen ; helpless babyhood and lengthened infancy, 
demanding even greater love, wisdom, and purpose ; 
colonization, in the family and larger groups, and 
the full birth of sympathy, co-operation, and other 
social virtues ; the habit of adjustment, the habit 
of learning, the habit of growth, which contain the 
secret of progress and development. Progressively, 
among all kinds above the protozoa, terrestrial im- 
mortiuity has been sacrificed for sympathy, intel- 
ligence, and appreciation. 

Old age, as the termination of the physiological 
cycle, has gained psychologically in many ways : 
enrichment to itsmf, through giving its wisdom 
back to the rising generation ; greater eagerness 
to make the most of life while it lasts ; in facing 
the fact of change and dissolution the more careful 
re-evaluation of all values in the quest of the 
changeless ; the intensification of values, as the 
individual is caught between life and death, be- 
tween love and sorrow. Other mental compensa- 
tions centre in the fact of senile rejuvenescence, 
and will be described below. 

3. Causes of old age. — It has ever been one of 
the lively problems of physiology to determine the 
direct contributing factors involved in bodily de- 
cline. None of the theories seems as yet altogether 
satisfactory. Most of them are but statements in 
other words of the fact of senility, or of the accom- 
panying conditions of old age, rather than of 
underlying causes. 

It is due to the irearing- out of the orpinisui (totre, Micro- 
eosmus, Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1897, i. 60-62); to o ‘vital 
ferment’ in the organism (O. Biitschli, ‘Gedanken uber 
Eeben und Tod,’ Zoolog. Anzeiger, xv, [1892]); to a pro- 
gressive decrease in the metabolism of the body (A. Buhler, 
‘Alter und Tod,’ Siolog. Centralhlatt, xiv. [1901)); to ‘greater 
stability of the organism along a-ith decreased dimamic activity ’ 
(Child, p. 459); to the incapacity of cells to reproduce for re- 
placement of worn-out tissues (A. Weismann, Ifbcr Lehcn und 
Tod, Jena, 1S34, Das Eeimplasma, do- 1892J ; to Increased cell- 
dillercntiation at the expense of recuperation (H. S. Jennings, 
Popular Science Monthly, Ixxx. [19121 563 f.); to the increase 
and differentiation of the crtoplosm of cells at the expense of 
nuclear substance (C. S. Minot. The Problem of Age, Growth, 
and Death, New York, 1908). There is a bewildering array ol 
other ‘causes,’ entangling themselves with biological repro. 
duction, chemical inhibitors, colloidal substrata, and auto- 
oatalyzers. 

Wliatcver be the more intimate^ processes in- 
volved, it seems clear that senescence isaccornpanied 
by a break-down of the physiolomcal mechanism 
at some vital spot. It is well knoum that the 


brain substance is intimately concerned in the pro- 
cess (H. H. Donaldson, TAe Groioth of the Brain, 
New York, 1909, ch. xvii. ; M. Miihlmann, ‘Bei- 
trage zur Frage nach der Ursache des Todes,' Arch, 
fur Path. (Virchow), cxv. [1914]) and that it suffers 
a disappearance of nuclei and a depletion of cyto- 
plasmic substance. 

One of the most highly popularized notions is 
that of E. Metehnikoff (The Nature of Man, Eng. 
tr., London, 1903, The Prolongation of Life, Eng. 
tr., do._ 1907). Senility is due, according to 
Metehnikoff', to the auto-intoxication of the organ- 
ism through poisoning from the bacterim cultured 
chieflj’ (for man) in tlie superfluous sack, the large 
intestine. As a result of the poisoning, the phago- 
cytes, or white corpuscles of the blood, are diverted 
from them normal function of protection against 
the invasion of harmful bacteriie, and themselves 
attack the tissues of muscles, bones, arteries, and 
brain, bringing about their final destruction. The 
theory has found small acceptance so far among 
biologists. Old age is clearly an older fact 
biologically than Metehnikoff treats under that 
caption. 

Perhaps the most intimate and minntely critical 
study of the problem to date is that of C. Si. Child. 
He shows that senescence is relatively independent 
of sexual reproduction, and that both are organi- 
cally bound up as utilities within the biological 
processes, whicn move rhythmically through a neat 
balancing of the processes of expenditure and re- 
cuperation, of differentiation and dedifl’erentiation, 
of progression and regression, combined with an 
act of rejuvenescence. 

•Death is the inevitable end of the process of senescence 
when regression and rejuvenescence do not occur’ (p. 481). 

4. Interjpretation of the state of age.— As seen 
and felt irom ivithin) what meanings and values 
really characterize the last years of life? The 
answers are varied in the extreme. In boldest 
outline it will be sufficient to mention three types 
of attitude, the first two more or less fatalistic, 
the third genial, perhaps idealistic. 

(а) Degeneration. — The marks of senescence are 
physiological disintegration and mental decline. 
This conception draws largely from the two sources 
of physiology and pathology. It is true in the 
majority of instances of senility. The various 
powers or functions do not age equally rapidly 
among themselves (hlinot, p. 249), nor are any two 
persons alike in the date, rate, or order of weaken- 
ing. There is, accordingly, a vast variety of 
spiritual attitudes of senescents towards the ap- 
proaching state of age. 

Classic instances are: graceful acceptance of the result by 
Cicero in de Sencciute; the superior disregard of death by 
Epicurus ; the Stoic acceptance of the order ofNature by Marcus 
Aurelius; the pathetic aisilluslonmenb about the vanity otall 
things by the writer of Ecclesiastes ; the warm sunset after- 
glow in Over the Teacups (1890) of Oliver Wendell Holmes ; the 
I frank pessimism of 0. K. E. von Hartmann, whose youl finds 
! consolation in a ‘philosophy of the unconscious ’ (/’hifosopnl/ 0 ) 
the Unconscious, Eng. tr., Dondon, J8S4); and the sombre 
passion of the tragically- musical dirge of Matthew Arnold, who 
finds at the close of the act of ‘growing old' ‘ a hollow ghost, 
’immured in the hot prison of the present,’ adding ‘month to 
month with weary pain ' (Growing Old). 

Unless there is found some new centre around 
which later life reconstructs itself, or some old love 
or present enthusiasm or new hope that springs up, 
the usual outcome of senescence is a total decline 
of body and mind. On the pathologj’ of senility 
there has grown up an extended literature .(see 
DPhP, s.v. ‘Senescence’; also J. Nfitzli, liber 
Dementia Senilis, Zurich, 1895). 

(б) Peversion, or retrogression, leading to a 
‘second childhood.’ — This theory is a refinement 
of the preceding through discovering a law which 
seeks to determine the nature of senescent decline, 
some of its stages, and its final quality. The law 
is that the procedure from the period of highest 
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ower, efficiency, and insight of the forties and 
fties is the exact reversal, step by step, of the 
processes of upbuilding from childliood to the height 
of attainment. A convenient comparison, though 
something more than a mere analogy, since it 
suggests a fundamental law of development, is that 
of the growth of a fruit-bearing tree. It first 
shows a stalk or trunk, then branches and leaves ; 
soon it bears blossoms without fruit, then fruit, 
and finally a rising curve of quantity of fruit. 
The fruitage then begins to decline ; then come 
blossoms without fruit, leaves without blossoms, 
leafless twigs, twigless branches, and at last only 
a trunk, which stands as a relic of a departed glory 
and a symbol of a completed cycle. 

There is much in the psychology and the patho- 
logy of old age to fortify this law. T. Ribot has 
shown that in the diseases of the will ‘ dissolution 
always follows the inverse order of evolution,’ and 
that ‘ the complex manifestations of will disappear 
before the simpler ones, and the more simple ones 
before automatic activity’ {The, Diseases of the 
Will, Eng. tr., Chicago, 1896, p. 114). He has 
demonstrated a similar larv in maladies of memory 
(Les Maladies de la mimoire, Paris, 1881, p. 119 fF.). 
It is a matter of common observation that very old 
people enjoy most the reminiscences of very early 
life, and that their memories of childhood are ex- 
tremely vivid. It is more than a figure of speech 
that designates extreme old age as a ‘ second child- 
hood.’ 

In so far as this law of reversion is true, it is 
clear that the quality of mentality of extreme age, 
and of its pathologies, will be determined by the 
release of those instincts and impulses that are 
biologically old, and by those tastes and aptitudes 
peculiar to the early years of each individual. 

(c) Eejuvenescence and the attainment of full 
spiritual majority. — The conviction has been rather 
■wide-spread that the maturest msdom and the 
highest spiritual satisfactions belong to the closing 
years of life. Indeed, a considerable number or 
the world’s most productive geniuses have home 
testimony to that fact. In early India it appears 
that the fourth and last stage of life was regarded 
as the choicest of all periods, and was anticipated 
■wdth eagerness (Max Muller, Three Lectures on the 
Veddnta Philosophy, London, 1894, pp. 18-20). 
This notion has been most successfully immortal- 
ized in the familiar lines of Rabbi Ben Ezra, of 
Robert Browning. 

Are the instances of sober, creative old age the 
exceptions that prove the rule of senile degenera- 
tion, or do they obey a higher law ? Is the renewed 
spiritual serenity that often attends extreme age 
bom out of a gratuitous optimism, or is it the 
natural flavour of a ripened insight 1 The answer 
to these questions has many conditions. Has one 
by good fortune, or by the grace of a good judg- 
ment, found and kept ‘ the middle way,’ ‘ the golden 
mean,’ * the straight and narrow way,’ that leads 
progressively onward? The chances are against 
it. It seems to be the rule that, after the passing 
of the middle years of productivity, men and 
women fall into something of a slough of despond. 
Do they then look backward, and seek to cultivate 
still the athletic powers, the mental acumen, and 
the lively sentiments of the glorious middle years 
of life? That way leads to despair and defeat. 
Do thej', on the contrary, look onward to the 
pleasures and satisfactions peculiar to old age? 
Much depends, apparently, on the mental atti- 
tude in such matters. Often the secret of deliver- 
ance from the valley of discouragement lies in a 
wrestling of soul, like that of Tolstoi, when he had 
completed his first successful career, to gain a hold 
upon the things of permanent worth and v.alue. 
Then began the real Tolstoi. If one can safely 


' cross the dead-line ’ that lies in the bottom of the 
valley, then the hills of a higher perfection rise 
more clearly into view. 

There are a good many lines of evidence, apart 
from the biographical and autobiographical, that 
there may be a genuine rejuvenescence in ex- 
treme age, with a rebirth upon higher levels of 
mentality. 

(1) Delayed senescence of the central nervous 
system.— -The central nervous system, the mechan- 
ism particularly concerned with mentality, is the 
most stable tissue of the body. Its cells persist 
throughout life. It resists exhaustion even at the 
expense of other tissues. It is the last to give 
way under starvation. It has a delayed senescence 
as compared with the rest of the organism. The 
rest of the bodily functions have been placed pro- 
messively, biologically, at the disposal of the brain 
for a copious supply of blood, to furnish it rvith 
nourishment, and to wash it free of toxic products 
through a generous supply of adrenaline. Towards 
the close of life the central neural processes become 
the ruling power in the originm democracy of 
functions. 

(2) Mental rejuvenescence. — Just as among lower 
organisms some fragment of the body can be a 
nucleus for the re-centring of all the life processes 
in a new young creature true to type, so in a grow- 
ing individual it is possible for a functionally young 
part of the mechanism to form a centre of healthy 
reconstruction, giving a fresh lease of life. So true 
is this law that Child remarks : 

’These experimenta leave no basis for the contention that the 
organism or the cell cannot become young alter it has once 
undergone senescence, and that the only source ol youth is an 
undiCerentinted germ-plasm ’ (p. 179). 

The central nervous system, which has resisted 
most successfully the processes of decline, becomes 
naturally the centre of reformation. The conse- 
quence is a fresh psychic release. From this stand- 

oint one can understand better the successive re- 

irths after pessimisms of Goethe, who wrote to 
Zeller in his eighty-third year s 

‘ I am delighted to find that even at my meat age, ideas come 
to me, the pursuit and development of which would require a 
second lite ’ (lor a study ol Goethe's old age see lletohnikoH, 
pp. 270-300). 

(3) Refinement, in the neio nucleus, of original 
endoioments. — It is evident from the foregoing 
that the secret of senile rejuvenescence, when it 
occurs, is the formation of a new nucleus of self- 
hood on higher levels of mentality. It arises in 
part from the refinement, or ‘ snblimination,’ of 
native instincts and impulses. In the case of 
Swedenborg, c.g., the condition of 'crossing the 
dead-line ’ and of progressive renewal during later 
years seems to have been the re-awakening and 
release, on spiritual levels of his nature, of the two 
native instincts of self-regard, resulting in a sense 
of divine leadership, and of sex, which culminated 
in the passion of ‘ divine love.’ The ingredients 
which enter into the final complex of refined in- 
stincts and secondary characters, that constitute 
the final ‘ spiritualized ’ self-hood, vary greatly in 
different individuals. 

(4) Enrichments through contact loith life and 
through conservation of experiences. — Each person 
at any point in his career is ‘part of all he has 
met.’ If the course of his life has proceeded 
normally, the stream of life widens, the judgments 
are more tried and trustworthy, the perspective 
clearer, -svith each succeeding stage. Even the sub- 
conscious experiences, from earliest childhood 
throughout, it has been amply proven, are in- 
delibly stamped upon the character, and are ‘ con- 
served’ as active elements in later mentality 
(consult, c.g., Morton Prince, The Unconscious, 
New York, 1914). Furthermore, the processes 
of selection and rejection, of discrimination and 
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association, of analysis and synthesis — in short, the 
gaining of ivisdom through experience — go on as 
truly in the subconscious life as in the conscious. 
Senescence, accordingly, may enjoy the cumulative 
wisdom of the years. 

As has been indicated, the progress towards ex- 
treme age is marked by the progressive suppression, 
in reverse order, of later acquisitions. The first 
rejections are, therefore, those things that are 
relatively secondary, accidental, and accessory; 
but they have not been weakened until they have 
poured their riches into the channels of e.xpression 
and thought that are more primary and funda- 
mental. On the basis of the initial and original, 
enriched by all later acquisitions, life is simpli- 
fied and clarified ; its wisdom is a disciplined 
insight into that which has the more abiding 
worth. The dross is throivn ofif ; ‘ what remains is 
gold.’ 

(5) Recentring the ■personal life loithin the bio- 
logical norm . — The return to a ‘ second cliildhood,’ 
transfigured and spiritualized, as it now is through 
its contact with life, is, at the same time, a return 
to the central highway of racial progress. There 
is a profound truth in the statement of Havelock 
Ellis that the progress from childhood to maturity 
is a growth in degeneration [Man and Woman’’, 
London, 1914, p. 26). It is equally true that the 
movement towards normal old age is a progress in 
the direction of the biologically stable and the 
psychologically fit. 

The foregoing facts, seen in relation, show that 
the losses in advancing from the sixties to the 
eighties or nineties, may be so far counter-balanced 
by gains as to leave a clear profit. An analogy 
willuelp. The fineness and accuracy of the special 
senses improve, on the average, through childhood 
years, and reach their highest point during the 
middle teens. From that point on there is a gradual 
decline in sensory efficiency during the late teens 
and twenties. Nature has been bartering that 
sort of skill for the more profitable acquisition of 
guidance by ideas. Shall we not say that she has, 
at a much later period, exchanged knowledge for 
insight, and insight for the appreciation of spiritual 
values 7 

The entire meaning of normal senescence, its re- 
juvenescence, and its transfiguration, is fittingly 
symbolized in the following confession of Wa-su- 
Luta, a Sioux Indian of 83 years, that the Rev. 
Dr. A. McG. Beede, of Cannon Bell, N. Dakota, 
has allowed the imter to use from his large collec- 
tion : 

‘I was getting old,’ said Wa-su-Luta, 'I wanted the Living 
Ones (U’oniga) to come to me and give me new life. I was dis- 
couraged. I had been a wicked man, worse than men were 
before the white man came. I wentout on to a hill and prayed : | 
“Great Spirit, pity me and make me new before I die." I 
prayed this over and over until I was discouraged. Then a bird 
came near me and sang, “Easy, easy, eas}’.” I thought awhile 
and then I said, “ If it is so easy, it must be something that a 
child may do.” So 1 let the child-man in me come out of me. 
When I saw the child-man that was there by my side, he looked 
so sinless and happy tiiat I cried. Then the Living Ones came 
floating over the hill like undulating zephyrs pVasieu). New 
life came into me. I could see Great Spirit's kingdom. I saw 
His home everywhere in the Earth and Heavens, the same as 
my grandfather s.aw it before they initiated him into the White 
Lodge. I was glad.’ 

The third, or optimistic, view of old ngeis clearly 
more than an apologetic for the seeming richness 
and serenity of the riper years. Only a mechan- 
istic or materialistic philosophy could look upon 
the end of life without finding m it a possible rich 
compensation. If one combines the conception of 
old age viewed simply in the personal life with the 
notion, to which the entire developmental scheme 
bears much evidence, that, in the world order, 
spiritual values are being conserved, it is evident 
why the * declining years ’ are so often approached 
in a spirit of gratitude for their profounder satisfac- 


tions, and of renewed consecration to a Higher 
Wisdom. 

LiTEBATnRE. — See the works cited throughout. 
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OLD AGE (Introductory and Primitive).— 
I. Variance of view as to the old. — ‘There is,’ 
writes Sir Henry Maine, ' ‘ a story of a New Zealand 
chief who, questioned as to the fortunes of a 
fellow-tribesman long ago well knotra to the 
inquirer, answered, “He gave us so much good 
advice thatwe put him mercifully to death.” The 
reply, if it was ever given, combines the two views 
which barbarous men appear to have taken at dif- 
ferent times of the aged. At first they are use- 
less, burdensome, and importunate, and they fare 
accordingly. But at a later period a neiv sense of 
the value of wisdom and counsel raises them to 
the highest honour. Their long life comes to be 
recognised as one way of preserving experience.’’ 
It seems, hoivever, to be hardly accurate to regard 
these views as respectively earlier and later in point 
of time, for in not a feiv instances they co-exist. 
It is not the number of their years that determines 
the position of the aged, but the degree of their 
weakness and helplessness. So long as they can 
work and fight, they have little to fear ; but, so 
soon as they become unfitted for these pursuits, 
longer life is a calamity, unless their family and 
clan regard tlie value of their wisdom as outweigli- 
ing the burden of their support. It is the advance 
of culture that first ameliorates their lot. But 
this law of progress, if law it can be called, is sub- 
ject to many important exceptions. Sometimes 
the restless nomad, dependent upon scanty means 
of support, and feeling, by reason of his manner 
of life, the full -weight which the maintenance and 
conveyance of the sick and old impose upon him, 
treats them with care and listens to them with 
respect. And sometimes peoples on a far higher 
plane of civilization than his neglect, ill-use, and 
despise them.’ In short, the treatment accorded 
to old age differs -iridely in different cases. It is 
affected by many influences, such as the natural 
disposition of a people, the circumstances of its 
daily life, and the nature of its religious views. 
Sometimes more than one of these mements are 
found in conjunct operation, and sometimes a 
diversity of usage prevails among near neighboui-s 
or even ivithin a single people. 

Thus, certain tribes in Central Africa show ever}" kindness to 
the aged in order to secure their good will after death, while 
adjoining tribes cast out their old people ns food for wild 
beasts.^ A similar divergence is found among the Banaka and 
Bapuku — peoples of the Cameroons — who treat old people well, 
while some of the neighbouring tribes spear or abandon them.^ 
Some of the Naroaquas are kindly to the aged and infirm, while 
others, -when theyareabout to change their camp, put their old 
fathers and mothers into small enclosures of hushes, with some 
food and water, and leave them there to die.o Again, A. Jfac- 
kenzie,! in writing of the Cliippewas, says that the practice of 
abandoning the old and feeble was not in general use ; and a 
somewhat similar statement is made regarding the Caribs.® 

2 . Respect and kindliness towards the old. — By 
1 Dissertations on Early Law and Custom, London, 1833, 
P- 23 f. , 

* ‘This seems the best explanation of the vast authority 
which, in the Infancy of civilisation, was assigned to assemblies 
of ag^ men, independently of their physical power or military 
prowess ’ (il>. p. 24). Maine cites Freeman ns giving ‘ a long list 
of honorific names belonging to classes or institutions, which 
Indicate the value once set by advancing societies on the Judg- 
ment of the old- Among them ore. Senate, ytpovoia (the 
Spartan Senate), SrtuoytpovTts (its Homeric equivalent), npio^tis 
(Ambassadors), Eaidorman, Elder, Presbyter, Monseigneur, 
Seigneur, Sire, Sir, and Sheikh’ [ib. p. 23). See art. Socuu 
Oroasizatiok. . „ „ 

3 H. Schurtz, Altersklassen und Miinnerldnde, Berlin, iSW-, 

P- bOl. . 

< F. S. Amot, Garenganze-, London, 18S9, p. <8, no.c. 

0 S. R. Steinmetz, Eeehtsrerhaltnisse ton einyeoorenen 
Voliem in A/rika und Ozeanien, Berlin, 1003, p. 41. 

® J. Campbell, Travels in N, Africa^, Londo^n, 1815, p. 4-3^ 

" Voyayes ... throufi E. America . - . m 1760 and It.S, 
London, 1801, p. cxxviii. , , 

®L. de Poircy, Hist, ■naturellc el morale del Antilles as 
iAmirique, ed. O. de Rochefort, Rotterdam, 1C31, p. 505. 
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many of the rudest peoples old age is held in high 
respect. 

Among the Andaman Islanders the sick, the aged, and the 
helpless receive every attention ;i and in the Kicobars the old 
are allowed to live out their lives, and ate invariably treated 
with kindness and consideration.^ The Patagonians are said to 
show deference to age ;S and among the I^regians the word of 
an old man was accepted by the younger people as law, and liis 
authority was never disputed.^ This statement is, however, to 
he read along with that of Bridges, who says of the Yahgan of 
Cape Horn that, while they are oound to maintain their aged 
parents, they often neglect them, and sometimes use them 
cruelly, and that cases are not unknown in which they have 
killed them, when they have grown weary’ of the burden of 
attending to them.® Von Martius observes that the Botocudos 
exhibited a tenderness towards helpless age hardly to he 
expected of them ;<* while Khrenreich gives an instance of their 
neglect of a man totally blind who was left without guidance 
or assistance to follow the tribe as best he could.7 The first 
duty inculcated upon their children by the Ainus of Japan is 
deference to parents, a careful regard for their elder brother, 
and reverence for the old men of their village.s The Kamilaroi 
youth b and the novices at Tutu and Mabuiag JO are instructed to 
support the old and infirm ; and a somewhat similar account is 
given of the Aetas of the Philippines. J1 Respect to the aged is 

S lid by the Bogotos of S. Mindanao,!* and by the inhabitants of 
eram and many of the islands and archipelagoes described by 
Kiedel;!8 by the Barea and Kunama,n the Jekrilo and the 
Wagogo.io The Ovambo tend and nurse the old and the 
crippled ; 17 and, among some of the tribes of Togoland, those of 
the old people who are in poverty or unable to provide tor 
themselves are supported by their relatives.!** The Malagasy 
respect the aged, and care for the infirm and the sick ; J* a similar 
account is given of the Chinooks,*** Botocudos,** and Samoans ; ** 
and the Kurile Islanders treat the aged with reverence.** Among 
the Mnndingoes an old man is never found in destitution. They 
hold it to be n son's duty to provide for his aged father ; and, 
indeed, if a son has lost his father, it is very likely tiiat ha will 
look out for some childless old man, and support and care for 
him. ‘There is no nation,' writes Laing,*! ‘with which I am 
acquainted, where age is treated with so much resjject and 
deference.' The Aleuts provide the sick and old with food 
when they have nothing of their own, and love and reverence 
their parents, grandparents, and near relatives. Sons Siicrifico 
their prospects in order to care for them in old age, and it is a 
thing unheard of that a son or daughter should maltreat a 
parent.** Among the tribes of the Caucasus old ago is rever- 
enced. THie Ossetes show the strongest love for their parents 
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and the greatest deference to age.i The Circassians treat 
old people with respect, and whoever insults or maltreats 
an old man or woman is by law made liable to severe punish- 
ment.* Among the Khevsures of Georgia respect for age is 
required to a degree quite remarkable ; 3 and to yrield it is a 
unl^’ersal custom among the Avars, a Lesghian tribe. Indeed, 
among the latter the will of a parent is so sacred that the child 
would die rather than di5obey.4 The Beindeer Chukchis show 
considerable deference to their old people; and among the 
coast Chukchis the aged who cannot walk are carried by their 
relatives.* 

Deference to the old is in many instances attri- 
hutahle not to reverence for age in itself, but to age 
and the wisdom, knowledge, and e.vpeiience which 
are deemed to he its almost invariable accompani- 
ments. 

Thus, Loskiel says of the Iroquois and Delawares that ‘ age is 
everywhere respected, for long life and wisdom are regarded os 
always connected ' ;* and, according to Cairer, 'the words of 
the ancient part of the community are esteemed by the j'oung 
as oracles.’ 7 Among the natives of Tongataboo old age and its 
attendant experience are highly respected;* the I^kimos of 
Behring Strait* and Point Barrow J9 defer to the opinion of the 
aged, whether men or women ; and a very similar account is 
given of the Veddas of Ceylon.n Among the Gilyaks the ‘ old 
men ’ of the clan decide questions of cult and clanship. They 
are the repositories of clan customs, genealogies, and tradi- 
tions, and In such matters are of high authority.!* The ’old 
man’ of the Yukaghir, who is generally the oldest member of 
the communitv, regulates war and fishing and hunting expedi- 
tions, selects the resting-places of the group during its wander- 
ings, saorifices to the clan ancestor, presides at festivals, and 
enforces obedience to established custom, while his wife holds a 
somewhat similar position among Oie women.!* It has been 
said ol the Kurnai that among them • age was held In reverence, 
and a man’s authority increased with years. 1/ he, even with- 
out being aged, had naturally intelligence, cunning and 
courage, beyond his fellows, he might become a man of note, 
weighty in council, and a leader in war ; but such a case was 
exceptional and, as a rule, authority and age went together. 
The authority of age also attached to certain women who had 
gained the confidence of their tribes-people. Such women were 
consulted by the men, and had great weight and authority in 
the tribe. . . . Together with the old men, they were the de- 
positaries of the tribal legends and customs, and they kept 
alive the stringent marriage rules. . . . thus influencing public 
opinion verj’ strongly.’ n The old men get the best food,** and, 
in N. Queensland, they ‘ have the youngest and best looking 
wives, while a young man must count himself fortunate it he 
can get an old woman.’ !* ‘ There is no such thing as doing 
away with aged and infirm people ; on the contrary, they are 
treated with especial kindness, receiving a share of the food 
which they are unable to procure for themselves.’!! The truth 
of this tribute and its genera] applicability to the natives of 
Australia are amply attested by other outhorities.!* 
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3. Influence of nomadic’life on treatment of the 
old. — Eyre observes of the tribes -v^dth which he 
was acquainted that, while the blind and infirm 
were well treated when young, they were left to 
perish as soon as age added to the burden of caring 
for them.^ This change of attitude has been 
observed to prevail among many nomadic peoples, 
and, indeed, is an almost necessary consequence of 
their habits of life. 

Thus, the Sioux and Assiniboins abandoned those who were 
no longer able to follow the wanderings of their tribe ; and it 
seems that a similar practice was followed by the Minnetarees, 
Eicaras, and others, who, when living in settled villages, 
treated their old people with kindness.® Gatlin observes that 
this custom was common to all the tribes who roamed the 
prairies;® it was followed by many of the northern Indians 
and it was found not only among the nomadic Ahts, but among 
those who ‘.were settled on the coast.® In Eotuma the aged 
were well cared for, but, as soon as they were seized with ill- 
ness, they were much neglected, and even allowed to die un- 
noticed;® the Lenguas attend to their old people with care, 
except in cases of incurable sickness, when, after they have 
employed in vain every means of cure, they abandon or even 
strangle them.® The Eskimos of Greenland do not exhibit any 
pronounced reverence for the aged. They honour them so long 
as they are able to work, and are subject to their influence if 
they have sons and were good hunters in their das'. Even a 
woman of advanced years, if she has able-bodied sons, is 
respected. But, when men or women become too old to tike 
care of themselves, they receive scant consideration, and are 
sometimes even treated with ridicule.® A similar account is 
given of the Thonga of E. Africa.® 

4. Place of the old in tribal ceremonies. — ^In 
numerous instances the old people of a tribe take 
a prominent part in the performance of its cere- 
monies.'® 

Thus Kosa boys, after they have undergone circumcision, are 
instructed by an old man as to their duties as tribesmen ;U and, 
in the case of the Larakia tribe near Port Danvin, the old men 
school the youths on their arriving at puberty in endurance, 
by imposing on them heavy tasks accompanied with kicks and 
blows.i® An old woman plays an important rflle in the puberty 
rites observed by the girls of the Tanganyika plateau,^® and 
ornaments the marriageable girls of the Abipones by pricking 
the skin with thorns and rubbing ashes into the bleeding 
wounds.'* 
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Chingaiya, London, 1907, p. 102; £. Gottschling, ‘The Ba- 
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5. special employments of the old.— In some 
cases special employments are assigned to the aged 
when they are no longer ahle to fight or engage in 
hard work. 

Thus, among some of the Californian tribes the old warrior 
has to carry os best he can without- assistance the game which 
his son has killed, or is compelled to do menial work under tht 
superintendence of the women.l In Ceram the old man who 
can no longer work acts as the nurse of little children : 3 and by 
order of one of the Tncas such a person was employed to scare 
birds from the crops.® 

As to the place of old people in the organization 
of primitive society see art. Social Oeganiza- 

TION. 

6. Contempt and ill-treatment of the old. — In 
some instances old age is despised. 

Thus, _ among the Hupa, Pomo, land Gallinomero tribes ot 
California the aged were treated with the greatest contumely.* 
At Tahiti no respect is accorded to old people. They are 
thrust aside and receive little attention.® In Fiji they excite 
contempt 5 8 and in some of the Solomon Islands they are, along 
with the sick, the objects of ridicule.® The Lappsare said to bo 
undutiful to their aged parents ;8 and a similar account is given 
ot the Yakuts, among whom parents who are decrepit and ot 
feeble understanding are especially the object of ill-treatment.® 
The Kagoro show little reverence for age except in the cose of 
their chief and an important official (meaktvap), who administers 
ordeals and leads them in all sacred ceremonies the Bechu- 
anas D and the Indians of British Guiana despise old people.i® 
In some cases the old suffer from mere neglect ; 
in others they are oraellynsed, abandoned, or even 
killed. 

By the Kntchlns of the Yukon they are simply neglected ;t® 
among the Ba-Huana they are often subject to ill-treatment.'* 
By the Yahgan ot Cape Horn they are often much neglected 
and even cruelly handled, and, in some instances, they have 
been killed by their own children who had ^own weary 'of 
tending them.i® At Huahine the aged received little attention 
in illness, many died as much from hunger as from disease, 
and sometimes, if there was but faint prospect of their recovery, 
they were clubbed to death, speared, or buried alive.l® In the 
Island of Pines all aged and decrepit persons, and those who 
were suffering from protracted illness, were either put to death 
by their relatives or conveyed to one of the small islands and 
left to starve : '7 and in olden times the Korj’aks killed all their 
aged parents.'® The Corannas, like the Bushmen, expose their 
old people to he devoured by wild beasts.!® TheBechuanaspay 
so little regard to them that they are sometimes allowed to 
starve or to he eaten by dogs theDamaras kill useless and worn 
out people, and even sons smother their sick fathers.®! A veiy 
similar account is given of the Nutkas,®®andof the Qalllnomeros 
of California.®® Old age) is but little respected among the 
Tibetans of Kokonor. Indeed, it is by no means an infrequent 
case when the son kills the father who has become a burden.®* 
At Fazolq on the Blue Nile old people were buried alive ; and 
the same custom is said to have existed among the Negro 
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tribes south of Kordolan.l It is said to be the practice of a 
dwarfish people in Timor for sons to force their aged fathers to 
Join a foraj', and, having slain them in combat, to claim the 
reward for their heads.^ 

y. Voluntary death of the old. — The harden of 
old age is felt in many instances to render longer 
life so undesirable that the aged ask to be put to 
death or at all events are content to die at the 
hands of their relatives. 

Among the Payaguas of Brazil men offered themselves to be 
buried alive when weary of life by reason of old age, decrepi- 
tude, illness, or tedium.s Among the Koryaks death at the 
hands of their fellow-tribesmen was accepted as the natural 
end of life ;•* and in N. America the aged of the prairie tribes 
acquiesced in their abandonment.® In some of the northern 
islands of the Solomon group those who arc too old to work or 
fight are put to death, as it seems, with their own consent.® 
The burying alive of parents who had become burdensome was 
of almost daily occurrence among the Fijians,! and was under- 

.' ' 1 ■ eople themselves, who thought 

■ ' ■■ ■ they would ha vigorous in the 

‘ . . ■ '■ ■■ s to the west of Hudson Bay 

those who were too old to support themselves requested their 
children to strangle them. A grave was dug, in which the old 
man placed himself, and, when he had signified that he was 
ready, two of his children strangled him with a thong.* In 
Fate, one of the New Hebrides, the aged were buried alive at 
their own request. It was even considered a disgrace to the 
family of an aged chief that he should meet his end in any 
other manner.i* a somewhat different account is given of the 
fate of the old at Malekula, another island of the same group. 
There n person who is old and decrepit is informed that his or 
her burial will take place on a certain day. Sometimes he or 
she is buried alive, and sometimes strangled before burial.u In 
Mota, Pentecost, and Leper’s Island the sick and aged are 
buried alive out of kindness. It is a common thing for them to 
beg their friends to put them out of their misery.!* The Caribs, 
at the request of their parents, slew them, believing that they 
did a good work in delivering them from the weariness and 
misery of old age. The practice was not, however, a general 
one.!* Among some of the tribes of Florida children killed 
their parents on the ground that they were useless and a 
burden to themselves, and considered that in so acting they 
showed a sort of religious and pious affection.!’* The Hottentots 
abandon aged and helpless persons, so that they may not linger 
on in misery.!® With the Oliukchis voluntary death is a 
regular custom. The old people are killed at their own request 
by some near relati . ' ■ or shooting. 

Before the ceremor ‘ . ' . ounced, after 

whi(^ no retreat is . ' ave heard the 

promise and will . death is the 

work of evil spirits (fcefet), and these are escaped by voluntary 
death ; and those who have ended life in this way have the best 
abode in the future life.!® q^his voluntary death is said to pre- 
vail among the Eskimos of the Alaskan shore,!! and was practised 
by the natives of Kamtschatka l® and the Yakut.!* 

8 . Cannibal practices in regard to the old. — In 
many instances old people are not only killed, but 
eaten. 

The stock instance of this practice is that of the Batlak of 
Sumatra, who, according to Leyden, eat their parents when 
aged and infirm, not so much to gratify their appetites as to 
perform a pious ceremony. When a man becomes old and 
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■weary of the world, he is said to invite his own children to cat 
him. He ascends a tree round which his friends and family 
gather, end, as they shake the tree, they join in a funeral dirge, 
of which the import is, ‘ The season is come, the fruit is ripe, 
and it must descend.' The old man comes down from the tree 
and bis relatives put him to death and eat him.! Yule ■was 
told almost exactly the same story- of some wild tribes of 
Arakan.* Oderic says of the 'Tibetans that they eat their 

S arents out of respect for their memory,* and Bubruquis and 
arpini gave the same account.4 Barbosa gives a like report of 
certain tribes in the interior of Siam ; ® and several non-Aryan 
peoples, such as the Massagetie, the Padni, and the Issedones,® 
the Birhors of Central^ India,! and certain wild tribes of Kwei- 
chan.s have been credited with the practice. The Samoyedcs 
and Ostiaks themselves admit that formerly- old parents unfit 
for w-ork were killed and eaten by their children in the expecta- 
tion that after death they would fare better ;* a somewhat similar 
account is given of the Cachibos of Brazil ; !* and the Tupis are 
said to eat their dead as a last demonstration of affection.!! 

9. Motives impelling to voluntary death and 
cannibalism. — Frazer has pointed out that among 
many peoples the belief prevails that a man will 
enter upon the future life ■with precisely the same 
powers and capacities as those of which he was 
possessed at the time of his death ; and it is to 
this belief that the practice of voluntaiy death 
in use among the Fijians has been attributed.^’ 
Another motive to such an act is fear of the con- 
tempt which attaches to physical weakness among 
a nation of warriors ; and, no doubt, views such 
as these may incline old people to acquiesce in or 
even desire death while still in the enjojunent of 
health and vigour. On the other hand, tiiose who 
kill or kin and eat their old people not infrequently 
represent their practice as an act of kindness, as 
a V)ious ceremony, or as an honourable burial.*® 
Westermarck, however, observes with great 
cogency that usages such as these, ‘ like so many 
other funeral customs which are supposed to com- 
fort the dead, may be the survival of a practice 
which was originally intended to promote the 
selfish interests of the living.’*® 
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OLD AGE (American). — i. North America. — 
The treatment of the aged in N. America seems to 
have been, on the whole, unfavourable, especially 
among the barbarous tribes of the Pacific coast. 
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3. Influence of nomadic'life on treatment of the 
old. — Eyre observes of the tribes Mith which he 
was acquainted that, while the blind and infirm 
were well treated when young, they were left to 
perish as soon as age added to the burden of caring 
for them.’- This change of attitude has been 
observed to prevail among many nomadic peoples, 
and, indeed, is an almost necessary conseq_uence of 
their habits of life. 

Thus, the Sioux and Assiniboins abandoned those who were 
no longer able to follow the wanderings of their tribe : and it 
seems that a similar practice was followed by the Minnetarces, 
Eicaras, and others, who, when living in settled viliages, 
treated their old people with kindness.® Gatlin observes that 
this custom was common to all the tribes who roamed the 
prairies;® it was followed by many of the northern Indians 
and it was found not only among the nomadic Ahts, but among 
those who ‘.were settled on the coast.® In Eotuma the aged 
were well cared for, but, as soon as they were seized with ill- 
ness, they were much neglected, and even allowed to die un- 
noticed:® the Lenguas attend to their old people with care, 
except in cases of incurable sickness, when, after they have 
employed in vain every means of cure, they abandon or even 
strangle them.® The Eskimos of Greenland do not exhibit any 
pronounced reverence for the aged. The 3 ' honour them so long 
as they are able to work, and are subject to their influence if 
they have sons and were good hunters in their da}’. Even a 
woman of advanced years, it she has able-bodied sons, is 
respected. But, when men or women become too old to take 
care of themselves, they receive scant consideration, and are 
sometimes even treated with ridicule.® A similar account is 
given of the Thonga of E. Africa.® 

4. Place of the old in tribal ceremonies. — In 
numerous instances the old people of a tribe take 
a prominent part in the performance of its cere- 
monies.^® 

Thus Kosa hoys, after they have undergone circumcision, are 
instructed by an old man as to their duties as tribesmen ; n and, 
in the case of the Larakia tribe near Port Danvin, the old men 
school the youths on their arriving at puberty in endurance, 
by imposing on them heav}’ tasks accompanied with kicks and 
blows.i® An old woman plays an important rflle in the puberty 
rites observed by the girls of the Tanganyika plateau,!® and 
ornaments the marriageable girls of the Abipones by pricking 
the skin with thorns and rubbing ashes into the bleeding 
wounds.ii 
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5. Special employments of the old.— In some 
cases special employments are assigned to the aged 
when they are no longer able to fight or engage in 
hard ivork. 

Thus, among some of the Californian tribes the old warrior 
has to carry as best he can without assistance the game which 
his son has kilied, or is compelled to do menial work under thi 
superintendence of the women.l In Ceram the old man who 
can no longer work acts as tlie nurse of little children ;® and by 
order of one of the Yncas such a person was employed to scare 
birds from the crops.® 

As to the place of old people in the organization 
of primitive society see art. SOCIAL Oeganiza- 
TION. 

6. Contempt and ill-treatment of the old.— In 
some instances old age is despised. 

Thus, among the Hupa, Pomo, :nnd Gallinomero tribes of 
California the aged were treated with the greatest contumely.4 
At Tahiti no respect is accorded to old people. They are 
thrust aside and receive little attention.® in Fiji they excite 
contempt ; 6 and in some of the Solomon Islands they are, along 
with the sick, the objects of ridioule.7 The Lapps are said to bo 
undutitul to their aged parents;® and a similar account is ^ven 
of the Yakuts, among whom parents who are decrepit and ot 
feeble understanding are especially the object of ill-treatment.® 
TheKagoro show little reverence for age e.vcept in the case of 
their chief and an important official (meakteap), who administers 
ordeals and leads them in all sacred ceremonies ;i® the Bechu- 
anasll and the Indians of British Guiana despise old people.!® 

In some cases the old sufier from mere neglect ; 
in others they are cruelly used, abandoned, or even 
killed. 

By the Kutchins of the Yukon they are simply neglected ; l® 
among the Ba-Huana they are often -subject to ill-treatment,!* 
By the Yahgan ot Cape Horn they are often much neglected 
and even cruelly handled, and, in some instances, they have 
been killed by their own children who had grown weary 'of 
tending them.*® At Huahine the aged received little attention 
in illness, many died ns much from hunger as from disease, 
and sometimes, if there was butfaint prospect ot their recovery, 
they were clubbed to death, speared, or buried alive.!® in the 
Island ot Pines all aged and decrepit persons, and those who 
were suflering from protracted illness, were either put to death 
by their relatives or conveyed to one of the small islands and 
lelt to starve : !7 and in olden times the Koryaks killed all their 
aged parents.!® The Oorannas, like the Bushmen, expose their 
old people to he devoured by wild beasts.!® The Bechuanas pay 
so little regard to them that they are sometimes allowed to 
starve or tone eaten by dogs ;®'> theDamaras kill useless and worn 
out people, and even sons smother their sick fathers.®! A very 
similar account is given of the Nutkas,®® and of the Gnlllnomeros 
of California.®® Old age) is but little respected among the 
Tibetans ot Kokonor. Indeed, it is by no means an Infrequent 
case when the son kills the lather w’ho has become a burden.®* 
At Fazolq on the Blue Nile old people were buried alive ; and 
the same custom Is said to have existed among the Negro 
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tribes south of Kordofan.i It is said to be the practice of a 
dwarfish people in Timor for sons to force their aged fathers to 
join a foray, and, having slain them in combat, to claim the 
reward for their heads.^ 

7. Voluntanjr death of the old. — ^The burden of 
old age is felt in many instances to render longer 
life so undesirable that the aged ask to be put to 
death or at all events are content to die at the 
hands of their relatives. 

Amonc the Payoguas of Braal men offered themselves to be 
buried alive when weary of life by reason of old age, decrepi- 
tude, illness, or tedium.3 Among the Koryaks deato at the 
hands of their fellow-tribesmen was accepted as the natural 
end of life •,* and in N. America the aged of the prairie tribes 
acquiesced in their abandonment.^ In some of the northern 
islands of the Solomon group those who are too old to work or 
fight are put to death, as it seems, with their own consent.® 
The burying alive of parents who had become burdensome was 
of almost daily occurrence among the Fijians,! and was under- 
taken at the instance of the old people themselves, who thought 
that, if they died while vigorous, they would be vigorous in the 
future life.® Among the Indians to the west of Hudson Bay 
those who were too old to support themselves requested their 
children to strangle them. A grave was dug, in which the old 
man placed himself, and, when he had signified that he was 
ready, two of his children strangled him with a thong.® In 
Fate, one of the New Hebrides, the aged were buried alive at 
their own request. It was even considered a disgrace to the 
family of an aged chief that he should meet his end in any 
other manner.l® A somewhat different account is given of the 
fate of the old at Malekula, another island of the same group. 
There a person who is old and decrepit is informed that his or 
her burial will take place on a certain day. Sometimes he or 
she is buried ^ive, and sometimes strangled before burial.H in 
Mota, Pentecost, and Leper’s Island the sick and aged arc 
buried alive out of kindness. It is a common thing for them to 
beg their friends to put them out of their misery.l® The Carlbs, 
at the request of tlieir parents, slew them, believing that they 
did a good work in delivering them from the weariness and 
misery of old age. The practice was not, however, a general 
one.1® Among some of the tribes of Florida children killed 
their parents on the ground that they were useless and a 
burden to themselves, and considered that in so acting they 
showed a sort of religious and pious offeotion.K The Hottentots 
abandon aged and helpless persons, so that they may not linger 
on in misery.l® With the Ohukchis voluntary death is a 
regular custom. The old people are killed at their own request 
by some near relati ' ' •'•.‘■■on, or shooting. 

Before the ceremon ' . ' ' “onounced, after 

which no retreat is j ■ . have heard the 

promise and will punish its violation. Natural death is the 
work of evil spirits (kekt), and these are escaped by voluntarj- 
death ; and those who have ended life in this way have the best 
abode in the future life.l® This voluntary death is said to pre- 
v!Ul omong the Eskimos of the Alaskan shore,!! and was practised 
by the natives of Kamtschatka !8 and the Yakut.!® 

8 . Cannibal practices in regard to the old. — In 
many instances old people are not only killed, but 
eaten. 

The stock instance of this practice is that of the Battak of 
Sumatra, who, according to Leyden, eat their parents when 
aged and infirm, not so much to gratify their appetites os to 
perform a pious ceremony, AVhen a man becomes old and 
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weary of the world, he is said to invite his own children to eat 
him. He ascends a tree round which his friends and family 
gather, and, as they shake the tree, they join in a funeral dirge, 
of which the import is, ‘The season is come, the fruit is ripe, 
and it must descend.’ The old man comes down from the tree 
and his relatives put him to death and eat him.! Yule was 
told almost exactly the same story of some ivild tribes of 
Arakan.* Oderic says of the Tibetans that they eat their 
parents out of respect for their memory,® and Kubruquis and 
Carpini gave the same account.® Barbosa gives a like report of 
certain tribes in the interior of Siam ; 3 and several non-Aryan 
peo^es, such ns the Massaget®, the Padmi, and the Issedones,® 
the Birhors of Central India,! and certain wild tribes of Kwei- 
chan,8 have been credited with the practice. The Samoyedes 
and Ostinks themselves admit that formerly old parents unfit 
for work were killed and eaten by their children in the expecta- 
tion that after death they would fare better ;® a somewhat similar 
Bccoimt is given of the Cachibos of Brazil ; i® and the Tunis are 
said to eat their dead os a last demonstration of affection^! 

9. Motives impelling to voluntary dea& and 
cannibalism. — Frazer has pointed out that amon" 
many peoples the belief prevails that a man will 
enter upon the future life with precisely the same 
powers and capacities as those of which he was 
possessed at the time of his death ; “ and it is to 
this belief that the practice of voluntary death 
in use among the Fijians has been attributed.’® 
Another motive to such an act is fear of the con- 
tempt which attaches to phj’sical weakness among 
a nation of warriors ; and, no doubt, views such 
as these may incline old people to acquiesce in or 
even desire death while still in the enjojTnent of 
health and vigour. On the other hand, those who 
kill or kill and eat their old people not infrequently 
represent their practice as an act of kindness, as 
ajpious ceremony, or as an honourable burial.’® 
Westermarck, however, observes with great 
cogency that usages such as these, ‘ like so many 
other funeral customs which are supposed to com- 
fort the dead, may be the survival of a practice 
which was originally intended to promote the 
selfish interests of the living.’ ’® 

Literature.— I n addition to the references cited in the art. 
see E. Westermarck, The Origin and Development of the 
Moral Ideas, London, 1906-08, Inde.\', s.v. ‘Old Age’; A. H. 
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1873, p. 2421., Afrikanische Jurisprudenz, do. 1887, i. ^SL, 
Sludienzur Entxoicklungsgeseh. des Famitienreehts, do. 1889, 
p. 3S7f., Grundriss der ethnologisehen Jurisprudenz, do. 
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P. J. HAbULTON-GllIEESON. 

OLD AGE (American). — i. North America. — 
The treatment of the aged in N. America seems to 
have been, on the whole, unfavourable, especially 
among the barbarous tribes of the Pacific coast. 
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OLD AOB (Chinese) 


The Gallinomeros of California behaved towards 
the old with utter contempt, forcing even aged 
warriors to do the most menial work under the 
supervision of women. Aged parents were killed 
by the same tribe, and among the Lower Cali- 
fornians the aged were neglected and put to death 
if ill for a long time. In like manner, the old 
were abandoned i>ythe Shoshones when they be- 
came a nuisance. Turning to the Algonquian and 
kindred stocks, we find that the condition of the 
aged was, on the whole, apparently preferable to 
their lot in the west. It is true that the Jesuit 
Belations represent the Hurons as intending to 
kill a certain old man, and as abandoning two sick 
and aged women, whom, however, they were glad 
to receive back when the Jesuit missionaries suc- 
ceeded in restoring them to health {Jesuit Rela- 
tions and Allied Documents^ ed. R. G. Thwaites, 
Cleveland, 1896-1901, xx. 239, xxx. 135-137). 
It is expressly stated that at Three Rivers, 
Quebec, ‘old age and poverty are held in the 
utmost contempt by the savages ’ {ib. xlvi. 128), a 
condition which is quite analogous to the western 
Yuma conten^t for the aged (H. H. Bancroft, NR 

i. 516). The Jesuit missionary G. Laleniant makes 
the following statement of the Iroquois near 
Quebec ; 

They were accustomed ‘ to kill their fathers and mothers when 
they are so old that they can walk no longer, thinking that 
they are thus doing them a good service ; for otherwise they 
would be compelled to die of hunger, as they have become 
unable to follow the others when they change their location ' 
{Jes. Rel. Iv. 199). 

Herein lies the clue to the retention of the 
practice of abandoning or killing the aged among 
relatively advanced American Indian tribes. It 
was regarded as an act of mercy, and there is 
little doubt, in view of the conditions under 
which these tribes lived, that this view was correct 
(cf. also T. Waitz, Anthropologie der Naturvolker, 
Leipzig, 1860-77, iii. 116). Honour and respect 
for the old were by no means unknown, as is 
clear from the repeated ascription of these virtues 
to the Hurons, as Avell as to the Abenakis of New 
Brunswick {Jes. Rel. ii. 212, xiii. 37, xlvi. 174), 
while among the western Koluschans honour 
towards parents was a duty obligatory on children 
(H. Ploss, Das Kind\ Leipzig, 1884, ii. 409). 

2 . Central America. — Among the sessile popu- 
lation of Central America the aged were held in 
high esteem. The Zapotecs regarded old age 
with the utmost reverence {NR i. 661), and the 
ancient Mexicans and Peruvians did equal homage 
to their elders. 

3 . South America; — In S. America the aged 
seem to fare better than in the more rigorous 
northern part of the continent. Yet their fate is 
scarcely enviable among tribes such as are de- 
scribed by E. F. im Thum in Guiana : 

* Powerless old ago meets with no respect. 'When old and past 
work, they ore indeed allowed to remain in their hammocks in 
the houses which once, perhaps, belonged to them, and are fed 
by their younger relations in a rough and grudging manner; 
but no further care or kindness is shown to them ' (Amony the 
Indians 0 / Guiana, London, I8S3, p. 224). 

The practice of putting the aged to death when 
hopelessly ill is also knoM-n in S. America, even 
among tribes whicli hold the old in high honour, 
so that W. B. Grubb writes : 

‘ The aged are well cared for, no neglect being shown except 
in cases of incurable sickness, when, after every effort to cure 
them has been made in vain, they are abandoned, or even 
suffocated or strangled ' (Amona the Indians of the Paraguayan 
Chaco, liOndon, 1904, p. 75). 

LtTERATonr. — Sec the authorities cited throughout. 

Louis H. Gray. 

OLD AGE (Chinese). — Among the innumerable 
mottoes expressive of hopes and good ■tvishes which 
are to be seen pasted over the doorways of Chinese 
houses none is commoner than a scroll consisting i 


of four characters which mean ‘ May this house be 
■visited by the Five Blessings.’ These blessings 
are long life, worldly prosperity, health, love of 
virtue, and a natural death. The first is popularly 
regarded as the most important ; for the others, as 
the practical Chinese mind arraes, necessarily pre- 
suppose the maintenance of life, and, so long as 
life lasts, there is always room for hope that the 
other blessings udll be added. 

The con'viction that a long life is eminently 
desirable is carried to its logical result in that 
reverence for age which is perliaps one of the 
most remarkable and beautiful characteristics of 
the Chinese people. In no country in the world 
are the aged treated with more courtesy, respect, 
and deference than in China. 

Among the Chinese reverence for age is essen- 
tially connected not merely with the traditions of 
social practice, but also wth ethical theory. All 
the Confucian classics lay emphasis on the duty 
of treating the aged \vith respect. The ‘Book of 
Rites ’ tells us that the ethical standards of the 
Yii, Hsia, Yin, and Chou dynasties were not 
identical in respect of all the things which they 
held in honour; but that, whereas virtue was 
honoured by the Yii sovereigns, rank by the Hsia, 
riches by the Yin, and kinship by the Chou, all 
four dynasties gave honour to old age.* Mencius 
says that * the proper object of the loyalty of 
virtuous men is the prince who knows how to 
provide for the welfare of the aged.’® King \V6n, 
to whose efforts the foundation of the Chou dynasty 
(12th cent. B.c.) was mainly due, was regarded ns 
a model prince, because (among other reasons) he 
■was one of those who ‘ knew liow to provide for 
the welfare of the aged.’ Mencius observes that 
‘the people whom we described as starved and 
famished are those who lack food, and warmth, 
but among the subjects of King W6n there were 
no old people to whom food and warmth were lack- 
ing.’ * Confucius himself is said to have declared 
that one of his chief desires Avas to socure rest and 
peace for the aged.* 

The ‘ Book of Rites ’ gives instances of _ the 
manner in Avliich the royal sages of olden times 
proved their moral Avorthiness by their respect for 
old age. Among persons of the same rank at 
court precedence Avas accorded to the eldest. Aged 
ministers and officials Avere granted various special 
privileges. Under the rule of these kings ‘residents 
in the country took their places according to their 
age, and the old and poor Avere not neglected, nor 
did the strong come into collision AA’ith tiie Aveak. • 
After the royal hunting expeditions the largest 
share of game Avent to the aged. When the king 
gave audience to a minister Avho Avas seventy years 
of age, the minister Avas privileged to sit in the 
royal presence. If the king Avu^ied to consult a 
minister or ex-minister Avho had attained a very 
great age, it AA’as unnecessary for the latter tM 
come to court ; the king himself AA'onld go to his 
house and Avould bring the old man presents of 
delicate food.® When the king Avent forth on 
ceremonial journeys, or to perform the customary 
rites at the sacred mountains, he Avould make 
inquiries about the local princes and chiefs avIio 
had reached extreme old age, and would visit them 
in their oaati homes.’ 

A certain amount of scepticism as to whctlier 
the monarchs of ancient China Averc really in the 
habit of treating old men AA-ith all these marks of 


1 ^BSxxviii. [18S5J229f. 

7 J. Leegc. Chinese Classics, ItoiiKkone, ^Bei-7Z, 

395] 46L The tr. hero given Is not verballj- identical wltn 
Cf. also p. SOS f, 

s /j. a 9 sno 


A Tl. t 109 


» sni£ xxviii. m 

«/&. xtvii. [1S35] 2ih <C5. xxrlll. 232. 
7 /&. xxvll 216, xrviii. 232. 
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deference is perhaps permissihle. But it is easy 
to see why the early recorders of law and custom 
in China should have attributed such conduct to 
the semi-mythical sovereigns of the Chinese ‘ golden 
age.’ Just as the Hebrews and other ancient 
peoples enormously enhanced the influence and 
prestige of their moral codes by attributing them 
to divine inspiration or to ‘ the finger of God,’ so 
the old Chinese moralists sought to sanctify the 
highest ethical ideals and principles known to 
their own race by tracing them to the almost 
supernatural wisdom and virtue of their ancient 
holy kings. In describing what was assumed to 
have been the ethical standard of the royal 
founders of Chinese _ civilization, the moralists 
aimed at setting an ideal before the rulers and 
people of their own time. They always professed 
not to he inculcating a new or a higher morality 
than that hitherto practised, but to be merely re- 
affirming the teachings of past ages. Confucius 
himself repudiated all claims to originality; he 
was no innovator — merely a ‘ transmitter.’ 

"V^atever may have been the true history of the 
origin and development of the moral ideas of the 
Chinese, we have ample evidence that reverence 
for age has been one of their most conspicuous and 
characteristic moral qualities from the earliest 
days of which we have authentic record. This 
reverence was by no means confined in its mani- 
festations to acts of a merely ceremonial nature. 
That it also had a thoroughly practical side is 
shoivn in the legal provision which exempted (and 
still exempts) old men from severe forms of punish- 
ment in the law-courts. * Under the semi-socialistic 
system of ancient China tenderness for age is also 
shown in the acceptance by the State of full respon- 
sibility for the proper care and nourishment of old 
people. There were several classes of persons who 
received regular subsistence-allowances. Among 
these were young orphans, childless old men, old 
widowers, and old widows. Chinese sympathy and 
charity were not, indeed, directed towards the alle- 
viation of the needs of only these ; for provision was 
also made for the dumb, deaf, lame, blind, crippled, 
and deformed, and for superannuated government 
officials and the parents and grandparents of those 
who had died in their country’s service.^ But it 
was in connexion with the needs and claims of 
the aged that the State regulations reached their 
highest degree of elaboration. The old-age pensions 
were paid in kind, not in money ; they consisted, 
however, not merely of grain and other food-stuffs, 
but also of various useful articles, such as benches 
and walking-staffs.® We are told of a very re- 
markable custom whereby the aged pensioners 
were entertained as guests of the State in the 
government schools.* Thus the very young and 
the very old were brought together in circum- 
stances which cannot have failed to strike the 
youthful imagination and to exercise a highly 
beneficial influence on the development of the 
moral sentiments. That children should treat their 
elders with respect was, indeed, impressed upon 
them by their schoolmasters in the ordinary course 
of the scholastic routine. 

* I.€t careful attention,* says Mencius, * he paid to education 
in schools. Above all, let emphasis he laid on the filial and 
fraternal duties. If that Is done properly, we shall not see, on 
our public roads, grey-haired old men carrying burdens on 
their bacliB or on their heads.' t 


1 This is referred to in the * Book of Bites * (SBE xxvii. 60) ; 
but it is also a well-known provision of the criminal l.aw. The 
exemption is not, of course, absolute ; but, even when oonsdcted 
of murder, old men have been treated with extraordinary 
leniency (see E. Alabaster, Notes and Commentaries on Chinese 
Criminal Lain, London, 1899, pp. 9Sf., 103). 

9 See SBE xxvii. 240-214, 461 f. ; and E, Biot, Be Teheou-Li, 
Paris, 1851, i. 82 f., 2S7, ii. 211. 
s SBE xxvii. 287 f. 

4 Ib. xxvii. 242 ; see also Lcgge, 11.9 "43 (footnote), 
t Lcgge, ii.9 131 f. ; see also p. 149. 


But the impression made on youthful minds by 
the striking example set them by the State itself 
in its public demonstrations of respect for age 
must have been far deeper and more lasting than 
any which can have been made by the mere force 
of pedagogic precept. The ‘ Book of Rites ’ tells 
ns that the king personally presided at the enter- 
tainment of the pensioners and superintended the 
distribution of food and drink.' No doubt these 
duties were, in practice, usually carried out by 
deputy; in any case the royal share in the pro- 
ceedings would necessarily become, or tend to 
become, formal or symbolical. It may be com- 
pared, perhaps, with that venerable custom whereby 
the emperor of China ploughed three furrows in 
front of the Altar of Amculture, thus setting an 
example of industry to his people and dignifying 
the labours of the millions who toil in the fields. 

Seventy was the age at which officials were 
entitled to claim release from the cares of office.® 
When the ex-official reached the age of eighty, one 
of his official friends was released from public 
duties for the express purpose of attending on him. 
When he attained his ninetieth year, all members 
of his family employed by government were allowed 
unlimited leave of absence so that they might 
devote themselves to the old man’s welfare.® 

The Chinese moral code contains various rules 
and suggestions os to the etiquette whicii should 
govern the relations between old and young. 

We are told, e.g,, that a man should treat those who are 
twice as old os bimsell with the eame kind ol delerence as he 
would show to hie father, and he should treat one who is ten 
years older than himself aa ho would treat an elder brother. 
In the company of one who is senior by five years he should 
not walk abreast with him, but a little way behind him. 
When a group of men of various ages are sitting together, the 
eldest should be allowed to take the seat of honour.* If an old 
man and a young man are walking together, and each carries a 
burden, the young man should take the old man’s burden in 
addition to his own, if he is physically able to do so ; if he is 
not able to carry both burdens, he should carry the heavier of 
the two. An elderly man should not be expected or allowed to 
carry a burden which is too heavy to be carried in one hand.# 
When a death occurs in a family, the aged survivors are not 
expected to carry out the full rites of mourning. This is because 
the privations and fasts which are necessary in the case of 
young mourners might be injurious to an old man's health.® 

Though the attainment of old age is regarded as a 
matter for congratulation, it is necessary to avoid 
direct and pointed references to the advanced age 
of those whom one is addressing. In this matter 
tact and discretion are ns necessary in China as 
they are in Europe ; and only long experience of 
Chinese social conventions, and a delicate appre- 
ciation of the circumstances pf each individual 
case, will save the well-meaning European from 
unconsciously ofiending against Chinese canons of 
good taste. The ‘ Book of Rites ’ tells us that, 
when a man is addressing his parents, he must not 
remind them of their age;® and in the ‘ Twenty- 
four Examples of Filial Piety ’ this precept is illus- 
trated in somewhat grotesque fashion by the story 
of the elderly man who, in order to divert the 
thoughts of his venerable parents from decay and 
death, played and gambolled in their presence as 
though he were still the darling of their early 
wedded life.® But old age has been treated by 
poets and essayists in a much more serious manner 
than this ; and, indeed, a very attractive anthology 
might be made of the graceful and touching utter- 
ances of Chinese writers on the different aspects of 
this subject. If they love to dwell on the tran- 
quillity and beauty which mark the evening of a 

1 SBE xxvilL 231 f. 9 7b. xxvii. 241, 466, 479. 

# Ib. xxvii. 406. Similar rules applied in the case of the 
blind. 

4/6 sxvil. CSf., 7Sf., 76f. 

# Ib. xxvii. 244 ; cf. xxviii. 230. 

« Id. xxvii. SS : cf. ixvlii. 439 f., and Legge, iv. pt. ii. 473, 476. 

7 Ib. xxvii. 63. 

8 See The Boot 0 / Filial Duty, tr. Ivan Cht-n, In the * Wisdom 
of the East’ series, Ijondon, 1903, p. 40. 
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■well-ordered life, they do not imore the ■weariness 
and pain, the vain regrets and ■wistful longings, 
from which old age is rarely free. ‘ Dust tlion art 
and unto dust shalt thou return ’ is a truth which 
the religious and ethical teachers of China make 
uo attempt to conceal ; indeed, they themselves 
have given expression to it in precisely the same 
lau'raage.’* 

The Chinese ideograph which stands for ‘long 
life ’ or ‘ old age ’ is very frequently brought into 
artistic association with that which stands for 
‘happiness.’ These two characters have been 
■written in innumerable fanciful ways, for artistic 
reputations can he won and lost, in China, by the 
degree of skill or ingenuity which a calligraphist 
displays in his treatment of these almost sacred 
symbols. The Chinese, as is well known, regard 
tneir wonderful system of ideogi’aphic writing with 
feelings akin to reverence ; but among jill the 
thousands of existing characters none occupies a 
more exalted place in popular esteem than the 
two which stand for ‘long life’ and ‘happiness.’ 
They meet the traveller’s eye wherever he goes, 
though sometimes they are so fantastically written 
as to be almost unrecognizable. He will find them 
carved on the rugged boulder that crowns the 
summit of some sacred mountain — and will learn, 
perhaps, that they reproduce in facsimile the hand- 
writing of some famous calligraphist of a thousand , 
years ago ; and he will find them embossed on the 
buckles and napkin-rings that are manufactured 
for Western ‘ globe-trotters ’ by the Cliinese silver- 
smiths of to-day. 

But it is not only in the ■\vritten ideographs that 
the ideas of long life and happiness find artistic 
expression. Many evergreen trees are regarded as 
symbolical of longevity, and a fir-tree with snow 
upon its branches is an emblem of a happy and 
serene old age. Similar ideas are associated with 
the bamboo. Among animals the crane and the 
tortoise are universally recognized in China as 
emblematic of longevity and immortality. These 
animals frequently appear in the paintings and 
embroideries which are presented to old people on 
their birthdays and other anniversaries. When 
used in this symbolic way, the tortoise is often 
represented as having a row of tails. This is based 
on an old fancy that, until a tortoise passes its 
hundredth year, it possesses only one tail, but that 
by the time it has reached the age of a thousand it 
has ten tails. Perhaps it might he a difficult task 
to disprove this. 

The Chinese reverence for age rests to a great 
extent on the sound principle that there is no 
period of human life which cannot furnish its 
appropriate contribution towards the development 
of the complete man. That character is something 
which each man builds up for himself througliout 
the whole course of his life is a belief which is no 
less clearly recognized by Confucianism than it is 
by modem psychology in the West. Old age is 
reverenced in others and desired for oneself; for 
it is believed by the Chinese that the normal life- 
time of a man, from childhood to old age, is no 
longer than is necessary for the full realization 
of a man’s moral and spiritual capacities. The 
Chinese divide life into various stages, and it is 
not till he has arrived at the age of sixty that a 
man is supposed to have reached the stage of moral 
and intellectual development that entitles him to be 
described as a person of 'wisdom and experience.’® 

1 Tlie passage occurs in a Chinese commentarj- on the ‘ Book 
of Kites.’ Hsing thing yHt'u trhfan yU I'u, ‘ the body takes 
its rise from the earth and i\ill return to the earth.’ The 
Chinese say that, when the white hair turns yellow On extreme 
old BgeX this is a sipn that the bodily organism (Astnp) is about 
to return to the place whence it sprang- (its pin, or origin) — 
namely, the e.arth ; tor yellow is the colour with which, fn 
China, earth is sjTubolically associated. 

SSBB xxva.C5f., 478 f. 


The Confucian conception of the normal stages of 
moral growth, under the most favourableconditions, 
may be learned from a well-known passage in tiie 
Analects, which tells ns that Confucius, at the age 
of fifteen, was bent on acquiring knowledge ; at 
thirty he_ ‘stood firm’; at forty he had ‘no 
doubts’ — i.e., he had tested his own capacities and 
had defined his relationship to the world ; * at fifty 
he ‘knew the decrees of heaven’ — i.e,, he had de- 
veloped the spiritual side of his nature ; at sixty 
his ears were ‘ attentive to the truth ’ ; at seventy 
he could follow the impulses of his heart without 
going wrong.® As Confucius died at the age of 
seventy-two, we find from this analysis that the 
development of his character was practically con- 
tinuous throughout all the years of liis life. From 
the biographical point of -view, the passage is not 
•without interest ; but it is valuable mainly as an 
early and instructive example of introspective 
psychology, and as implying a recognition by the 
Chinese of the important fact that no period of 
human life — not even the period of physical decay 
— is necessarily unprogressive or sterile. It is not 
till he has safely arrived at the haven of old age — 
an old age that has been preceded by strenuous 
and continuous moral activity — that man can hope 
(theoretically at least) to ‘ follow the impulses of 
his heart without going wrong.’ ® 

Confucian psychology in this respect is by no 
means contradicted by that of 20th-century Europe. 
William MacDougall describes how, after repeated 
moral conflicts, resulting in the acquirement of 
‘ the irresistible strength of a fixed and consolidated 
habit ’ of right doing, the self may come ‘ to rule 
supreme over conduct.’ Tlie individual has at 
least the potential capacity of rising above moral 
warfare ; ‘ he attains character in the fullest sense 
and a completely generalized ^vill, and exhibits to 
the world that finest flower of moral growth, 
serenity.’^ It is interesting, in the same con- 
nexion, to note that the crowning spiritual experi- 
ence of some of the Christian mystics seems to 
have been a sense of complete liberation from the 
state of moral unrest and strife. 


‘ "Laguerra e terminato,” nil the energy of a strong nature 
flows freely in the new channels, and modilloation censes, 
meGhanlGaliy, to be possible to the now unified or “regener- 
ated” self,’ writes E. Underliill, with special reference to the 
case of St. Catherine of Genoa.“ 

In spite of the fact that many of the customs 
recorded in the ‘Book of Rites’ have long been 
obsolete, the moral sentiments of tlie Chinese with 
regard to old age have undergone no material 
alteration. The modifications which have taken 
place in outward observances may be_ traced to a 
variety of causes, of which the most important is 
the crystallization of the rules and duties relating 
to the cult of ancestors. If in normal circumstances 
the State no longer provides for the necessities of 
old men and women, this is because the care of the 
aged is a responsibility which is assumed m a 
matter of course by sons and other relatives. The 
State recognition of the mutual claims and responsi- 
bilities of parents and sons is illustrated in astnk- 
ing way by tlie frequent reduction or remission of 
sentences imposed on criminals on the ground 
that the accused persons were the sole support of 
their aged parents. Such pleas are often advanced 
in the law-courts, and always receive careful con- 

1 We are told on Confucius’s authority that ‘a man who If 
unpopular at fort>’ will aUrajf be unpopular’— 1 .«., that suen 
further development as may take place after that age mil pr^ 
coed along lines which have been already laid down (l/egge. 
i. 330). 

s Ctonfucius’rcallzed, of course, that old age Is liable to certain 
moral perils which may be regarded as peculiarly Its own. ue 
pointed to covetousness as one of these (d. p. 313). 

< Social PtvchologiP, London, 1913, pp. 261-263. 

5 JfystiriiOT*. London, 1912,_ p. 204 : sec also W. mge, 
Pertonal Idealitm and Myttieim, do. 1907, p. 16. 
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sideration.’ The ethical basis of the Chinese social 
system is filial piety, and the duties and obligations 
as ■well as the rights and pri'vileges of every member 
of a Chinese family are so clearly defined and so 
rarely repudiated that only in (juite exceptional 
circumstances (such as those brought about by 
famine, plague, floods, earthquakes, and war) are 
old men and women liable to become dependents 
on private charity or the bounty of the State. 

‘If ft be objected,’ writes an English-educated Chinese 
student of sociology, ‘ that the burden of the family drags down 
individuals from self-development, at least it is true that pub- 
licly organized relief is a much less urgent problem witli ua 
than it is in England.' 3 

It may not be out of place to mention that in the 
territory of Wei-hai-wei, now under British rule, 
there is not, among the 160,000 inhabitants, a 
single individual who requires to look elsewhere 
than to his or her oivn family-group for the means 
of support in old age. 

Youn" China is showing many signs of restive- 
ness under the social and ethical restraints of the 
old order, and it is not unreasonable to question 
whether respect for old age -will, in the future, be 
as conspicuous a feature of the Chinese character 
as it has been in the past. Fortunately, however, 
the old ways have not yet fallen into 00111000 , and 
even among the ardent young patriots of the New 
China there are many who believe that the re- 
generation of their country is not by any means 
contingent upon the wholesale surrender of all 
that has contributed to China’s moral greatness in 
the past. 

As an interesting indication of President Yuan 
Shih-k'ai’s determination not to give up the old 
customs whereby public homage was rendered to 
virtuous old age, we may cite a Presidential 
mandate which was published in Peking as re- 
cently as 6th Jan. 1916. 

This mandate refers to the fact that the mother of Lieut- 
General Liu Hsien-hCng had reached the age of one hundred 
years. This lady, it continues, is noted for her admirable 
personal qualities and lor the unwearied devotion which she 
showed in the education of her distinguished son. In spite of 
her advanced age, it is gratifying to learn that her health and 
good spirits are by no moans impaired. ‘ She is indeed a person 
of whom the State may well be proud.' The mandate concludes 
by specifying the honours that are to be conferred upon the old 
lady. 'These are to include a vien (honorifio tablet) bearing the 
four characters Shu Ti Ch'i Nitn, * Womanly Virtue and Vener- 
able Age.’ This tablet is to be hung on the walls of her home 
ns a perpetual token of the State's recognition of her virtues 
and in commemoration of her attainment of a great age. 

It will be noticed that in this mandate (which is 
typical of multitudes of similar decrees that have 
been issued by Chinese emperors in past centuries) 
emphasis is laid, not merely on the age of the 
person concerned, but also on the fact that her 
life has been well spent. That the good sometimes 
die young is a lamentable fact which the Chinese 
know as well as we do ; but they love to think that 
a virtuous life receives its appropriate reward in a 
serene and happy old age ; and nothing _gi''(es 
greater satisfaction to their ethical sensibilities 
than the contemplation of cases in which the ideal 
combination of e,xalted virtue and_ great age has 
been attained in real life. Thus it is that many of 
the virtuous kings of ancient times are credited 
with abnormally long lives.® Even in later and 
more degenerate times it was supposed that the 
proper span of a good man’s life was a hundred 
years. It is largely because a long life is believed 
to be one of the rewards of virtue that the funeral 
of an old man (especially if he has left behind him 
a large and prosperous family of descendants) is 

1 For the legal usages in this matter see Alabaster, pp. 103- 
106 - . . . 

* P. L. K, Tao, ' The Family System of China,’ in Sociological 
nevieio, Jan. 1013. 

S For statements to this eilect cf. the Shu King (Legge, voL 
ili. pt. i. pp. 25 and 61, pt. ii. p. 460 f.); cf. also SEE xxvii. 
344, and '\Vang Ch'ung, Lun B(ng, tr. A. Forke, 1. (London, 
1007)818-317, 326 f. 


regarded as a congratulatory festival rather than 
as an occasion for sorrowing and condolence.^ 

There is a story told of an elderly English admiral who, while 
walking with a fellow-countryman in the streets of Canton, 
unexpectedly found himself surrounded and threatened by an 
excited and turbulent mob of anti-foreign Chinese. Acting on 
the suggestion of his companion, who knew the Chinese char- 
acter, the admiral removed his hat and displayed his grey locks ; 
whereupon the angry crowd immediately fell back in abashed 
silence, and the Englishmen proceeded on their way unharmed. 

This story may be apocryphal ; but, so long as 
the telling of such stories in illustration of the 
Chinese character continues, as at present, to be 
deserved by the Chinese people, it will be impos- 
sible for \Yesteni critics to withhold from the 
civilization of China a high tribute of respect and 
admiration. 

Litehatore. — ^T his has been indicated in the article. 

B. Fleming Johnston. 

OLD AGE (Greek). — The ordinary Athenian 
■view of old age is well summed up by the aged 
Kephalos at the opening of Plato’s Republic : 

‘Old men flock together ; they are birds of a feather, ns the 
proverb says ; and at our meetings the tale of my acquaintance 
commonly is — I cannot eat, I cannot drink ; the pleasures of 
youth and love are fled away : there was a good time once, 
but that is gone, and now life is no longer life. Some of them 
lament over the slights which are put upon them by relations, 
and then they tell you plaintively of how many evils their old 
age is the cause ’ {Eep. S2eA , tr. B. Jowett^, Oxford, IfiSl). 

The speaker indeed goes on to say that the real 
cause of this discontent lay not in old age per se, 
but in the individual character (doubtless Plato’s 
own view), and the testimony of the aged poet 
Sophocles is quoted in •witness of the blessed calm 
and freedom of old age from the tyranny of the 
passions; but Greek literature of all periods is 
far too thickly 8tre4vn with obviously sincere dis- 
praise of age to permit us to doubt that it was 
wholly hateful to the average Greek. No Greek 
writer has surpassed Sophocleshimself, the Republic 
notwithstandmg, in the bitterness of his references 
to old age — and that in the latest of his tragedies : 

‘ For when he hath Been youth go by, with its light follies, 
what troublous atlliotion is strange to his lot, what suffering is 
not therein? — envy, factions, strife, battles and slaughters; 
end, last of ail, age claims him for her own,— age, dispraised, 
infirm, unsociable, unfriended, with whom all woe of woe 
abides' ((Ed. Col. 125011., tr. B. O. Jebb^, Cambridge, 1800). 

At the other end of the scale, Aristotle, in a long 
passage unrivalled for the cruel ruthlessness of its 
characterization, gives a picture of old age in the 
same pessimistic style {Rhet. ii. 13= 1389’’ 13). An 
‘ingrained horror against the condition of life 
which destroys beauty and mars enjoyment,’ ® and 
the haunting thought of the two inevitable demons 
(Keres [g.v.]) of Age and Death, ever waiting in 
the backCTOund of life, came near to poisoning the 
sprinOT of happiness for the Greeks.® The vanish- 
ing of youth like a sunbeam, and the pains of age 
(frag. i. 6 : iSurijpdt' yijpas ; v. 6 : ipya\4ov Kal S.p.op<pov 
yijpas) which make a man ugly (altrxp6o) and 
wretched (i. 6), and death more tolerable than life 
(ii. 10), is the burden of Mimnermos. Even Aischy- 
lus hardly finds anything better to say of a man 
stricken in years tnan that ‘ his leaf is withered, 
and with his three feet he wanders weak as a child, 
a day-lit dream ’ [Agam. 7911., tr. A, W. Verrall, 
Lontlon, 1889). Euripides in the same vein con- 
trasts youth and age in a great ode that sounds 
like the swan-song of his own golden youth {Here. 
Fur. 637 ff.). For Pindar, the poet of the ‘ delight- 
ful things in Hellas’ (rd Tcprvk ^y'EXhiSt), the 
very heart of life lay in wealth, strength, and 

1 On this subject see Death iSo DisrosAi or the Dead 
(Chinese), vol. iv. p. 451 § xo, 

2 Mahttffy, Social Lift in Grttet from Homer to Menander, 
p. 249, 

5 Of. Theog*. 767 : ttj^oD Bi kcuco.^ arh Krjpaf afiwcu, | y^paf r 
ovX6fJLtyt>i* xal Oayaroio rf'Aoy. See the vase in the Lrouvre 
(Pettier, Cat, no. 34S; fibred in E. Harrison, Prolegomena 
to the Study of Greek Jleligion'^, Camhridjrc, 1003, p. 174), lo 
^hich Ilerakles with his club is about to l>eat out the brains of 
a shrivelled ugly little figure, labelled I^par, which leans on a 
stick. 
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beauty, and in ‘ glorious-limbed youth ’ {iy\a6yvtos 
■ijpa INem. vii. 5]). The Athenian Solon really 
stands on the same plane, in his definition of the 
happy man as one who is ‘ whole of limb, free from 
disease, a stranger to misfortune, happy in his 
children, and comely to look upon, and who shall 
also end his life well ’ (Herod, i. 32).^ 

In a word, the ancient Athenian knew little of the art of 
mowing old grracefully ; 2 nowhere is Greek literature so queru- 
lous, so wanting in dignity, as in dealing with age and its 
disabilities ; while, conversely, the glory of youth, especially in 
its purely physical aspect, is the dynamic impulse of Greek art 
in all its forms, especially in sculpture, Mimnermos prays that 
free of disease and sorrow he may die at the age of sixty years. 
We are not surprised to read that the old people of Keos, when 
they reached the age of sixty or upwards and felt their powers 
decaying, put themselves quietly out of the way with a draught 
of hemlock-being indeed compelled by law to do so, in order 
that there might be a sufScient maintenance left for others, and 
that they themselves might not suiter from sickness and weak- 
ness of extreme old age (StrabOj^ p. 488: trpocr«raTT< ydp, tin 
eoucev, o tov? vtt^P e^rjKovra erq yeyov4ra? Kt^veid^taBat xaX 
Tov SiapKeiv rot? aXXot; ttjv rpo(f>Tjv, And see the story there 
told in reference to tov? TrpttrBvTdrovi, Of, .£liao, V<tr» HisU 
iii. 37 ; Heracl. Pont. In Miiller, FBG 11, 216), 

It seems clear that, while the Athenians, in 
theo^, respected and honoured the old, the facts 
of life were hardly in harmony ■with theo^.® 
Thorough, and perhaps supersensitive, Immanists 
as they were, the actual objective aspect of old age 
seems to have been repulsive to them ; involving, 
as a rule, enfeebled powers of enjoyment of most 
forms of social intercourse, it was per se a hateful 
thing, and its victims were regarded -with at best a 
half-contemptuous tolerance as li'ving a very death in 
life.'* NoUvithstanding some examples and utter- 
ances in a contrary sense (e.g., in literature, the 
tendance of CEdipus by Antigone [Soph. (Ed. Col. 
347f. : del/nefl' ijixCiv diff/iopoSTXavojfjdpi], [-iepovTaytiiyeil), 
the^eneral sentiment and conduct towards the aged, 
in historical Athens, fell far short of that kindli- 
ness which must be regarded as a touchstone of 
social progress, a derivative of that whole attitude 
towards the weak and the helpless, the young and 
the suffering, which is one of the prime distinctions 
between modern and ancient times. The truth is 
that under the strenuous conditions of ancient life, 
in which one must he either hammer or anvil, 
there was but little room for the claims that might 
he urged by age on the ground of long and varied 
experience ; and this impatience of age in the 
political sphere reacted upon the general social 
conception, being reinforced also by that intense 
selfishness ivliich so deeply stained, the national 
character. 

In this respect, as In most other things, Sparta stood in con- 
spicuous contrast \rith Athens ; ond, while Athenians did not 
hesitate to applaud the Spartan practice ns a matter of principle, 
they made little attempt to imitate it— for all their own altar of 
Compassion in the Agora (cf. Xen. Resp. Lac. x. 8 : leal yap rb 
iravTbiv BavfiacrToraTov iiratvovtri piy ndyrec rd rotavra imrTjbev’ 
pora, ptpeitrBai 53 avrd ouStpta TrdXic There lies 

probably some deep slgniflcanco behind the fact that it was in 
Sparta that honour to the aged ns such was a fundamental of 
the social system (cf, ib. x. 2 : Be'tc yap rovt ytpoyrac Kvpiov^ tov 
T repi rrje aywvor Surpa^ev ivTipdrepay etyai to yiipat ttJt 

Twv ttJcpofiiiTMv ptipijt). Herod, ii. 80 remarks that Egj'pt and 


1 Aristotle, Rhet. i. 6 = ISGOt 14 ff., says almost exactly the same 
thing, with some amplifications. 

2 For Sparta cf. Plut. An seni tit per. resp. 24 : o Avaavipas 
«Tg«v, in ty AaKcSaipovL KaWitrra yr^piiaiy. 

S In his Rise of the Greek Epic-, Oxford, 1911, p. 107, G. 
Hurray saj-s: ‘ Any sjunpathetic reader of early Greek poetry 
will have noticed the Importance, almost the sanctity, attached 
to three classes of human beings : strangers, suppliants, and old 
people.’ He is referring, of coarse, chiefly to Hesiod, Works 
And Days, 331 (see below), but he certainly exaggerates— in 
regard to the last chass, at any rate. 

■* Cf. Semon. frag. 71 : rCt yap iSovdt arep | Syaruv fiot 
rroBttyit; Soph. Ant. 1105 ff. : rdf yap ijOovat | otov vpoSatnv 
■aytptf, oil TtOTjp' iyi I toCtov, oAA' epipvxov iiyovpai yfKpoy, _ 

• Cf. Paus. I. xvli. 1 : 'EXe'ov fiaiiif, iSj p^ioTa ffeiv ir 
dyffpidrcyoy pioy xai pfrapoKdf TTpaypdrbjy art ii^iktpof,^ poyot 
rtpdf *EAAi;yaji' y/poverty ’AOnrarot. He goes on to mention an 
altar of AlSidt also. At the best it was aliowcd that age brings 
wisdom (cf. Horn. /I. iiu 103 f.). But the characteristic of 
Athenian democracy is expressed In the complaint of the 
Erinye*!— «Vrl KaSfrrrd^ti pt Trpto^uriy i'<oT(iEsch. Eutn. 731). 


Sparta agreed in the respect paid to age ; it evidently struck 
him a.s very strange. Here we may recall the hackneyed 
anecdote of Cicero (de Senect. xvili. csf.) of the aged man to 
whom the Lacediomonian ambassadors in the Atheidan theatre 
offered a seat— and brought down the house— ‘ dixisse ex ils 
quendam, Athenienses scire quae recta essent, sed fncere nolle.' 
For the respect paid to the old by the young in Sparta see the 
anecdote in Plut. Lyc, 15. 


Perhaps the early decay of respect for the aged 
is in part traceable to the fiery experiences of the 
migratory age, which must have destroyed many 
of the finer mements in civilization (cf. G. Jlnrray, 
Eise of the Greek Epic-, p. 101). Partly also, 
perhaps, it was a natural result in military socie- 
ties, where ■with decay of hodUy powers practical 
fighting value disappeared — the universally recog- 
nized limit of age for active military service in 
Greece was sixty years. How far, if at all, it is to 
he brought into relation with the primitive practice 
of slaying the man-god as soon as he exhibited 
symptoms of failing powers, in order to transfer 
his spirit ■with unimpaired ■vigour to a successor — a 
practice and belief Avhich undoubtedly took a 
broader sweep, beyond the circle of rulers, and 
affected the general sentiment touching bodily 
decay and death in the ease of ordinaiy folk — must 
he left here undetermined (see J. G, Prazer, on the 


preference for a idolent death, in GW, pt. iii., The 
Eying God, London, 1911, p. 9ff.). Certain is it 
that, apart from the example of Sparta, there is 
ample evidence of a time when the aged counted 
for more in public life than was the case generally 
in Athens. 

A reminiscence of the pristine stati'' of the lingers In 
the use of the word irpeer/5rn=' ambassadors.’ llie use of the 
term rd itirpta to express 'ancient law,’ ‘the way of ancestors,' 
is derived from a time when the old men of the tribe (oi 
y/povTCf) were the repositories of the sacred tradition or institu- 
tions of the community (cf. G. Murray, Four Stapes of Greek 
Religion, New York, 1912, p. 61). This was an actual working 
fact at Sparta, where the yepowria of twenty-eight men over 
sixty years of age,* in conjunction with the two kings, ivas the 
guardian of the custom of the State, and ‘ in case the people 
decided crookedly the senate ivlth the kin« were to reverse 
their decision ’ (Plut. Lye. 6 : at 5) o-xoAiai- o SapotiKptn, roie 
trpeo$vyeyiaf xal dpxayiraf airoirrarijpas hyer — rovr’ eoTi MU 
Kvpovv, oAA' oKoif o^toToaSai KoX StaAvety rby Sgpoy). The con- 
stitution of Sparta was in this respect a survival from a time 
when an oligarchy of old men decided all matters of importance, 
to the practical exclusion of the younger men, who in general 
assembly (Apella or Agora) bad merely a right of acceptance or 
rejection of definite proposals, without power of amendment or 
discussion (cf. Thuc. i. 87). In Athens a similar council alM 
existed, a mere shadow of Its former self, in the shape of the 
once venerable Areiopagos, which under the developed demo- 
cracy was entirely cut off from all direction of political affairs. 
Only when the policy of the younger men had brought the 
State to the brink of ruin, by the failure of the expedition to 
Sicily, in 413 B.c., was recourse bad once more to the counsel of 
the old, to save if that were still-possible (Thuc. vUl. 1 : mi 
dpxgy Ttva irpeogvriptoy dydpiiy iAioBai, oXrivef nep't riiy rrapoyniy 
iifay Kaipbf jJ irpoffouAeva-oviri). 

Even in Homer the precarionsness of the rights 
of the aged as against the young and lusty is 
clearly evident through the glamour of courtly and 
heroic life and poetry. Nestor is no real exception, 
for, besides ha'ving plenty of sons to champion him, 
he is represented as more than merely old— he has 
lived BO far beyond the usual span of life that he 
enjoys the prestige of a sort of sanctity for his very 
age ; and, besides, he is deliberately treated by the 
poet as a privileged figure.® With Peleus, for all 
that he is mated with an immortal, the case is very 
different. Achilles in the under world puts the 
anxious ijuestion to Odysseus : 

1 Cf. Tyrt. ap. Pint. Lyc. 6 : rptapvraf yiparraf as an clement 
of the Spartan constitution. In the light of his observation of 
the ill effects of life-tenure by men of advanced age in oligarcni- 
cally organired States, Aristotle critieixes this, especially m 
respect of the judicial functions of the Spartan Ocnisia : mr 
there is, he says, an old age of the mind, as well as of the oouy 
(Pol. II. 9. 25=1270b). On the same lines, he would not approve 
of the life-tenure of the members of the Athenian Areiomgos. 
The best men in his ideal State become nriests in ' aneed age. 
ond Plato is of much the same opinion (Laws, 755 A, ^ !>)■ _ 

2Cf. A. Lang, Vomer and his Age, London, 1®^- P- r.F; 

• Of ail the characters in Homer that of Nestor Is 

to the unlearnt world, merely because NcstcFa Is a character 

part," very broadly drawn.' 
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90'®) is clear and decisive : ‘ The days of our years 
are threescore years and ten, or even hy reason of 
strength fourscore years.’ ‘At the most,’ says 
Ben Sira (Sir 18®), ‘ the number of man’s days are 
a hundred years.’ Nor is there any discrepancy 
between the two estimates. The first gives the 
average, the second the extreme, duration of 
human life. The great personages of the Penta- 
teuch who come after the Deluge — Nahor, Terah, 
the Patriarchs, Moses, Aaron — live longer than a 
century. But, as Leopold Lfiw points ■ out (Die 
Lebensalter, p. 234), ‘as regards the post-Mosaie 
period the Bible names only three persons whose 
a^es exceeded a hundred, viz. Job (a doubtfully 
historic character), Jehoiada the High Priest, who, 
according to Chronicles, lived to be 130, and 
Joshua, who died at 110.’ Eli is blind at ninety- 
ei^ht (1 S 4'®), and is evidently regarded as very 
old; and Barzillai, at eighty, is described as 'a 
very aged man,’ and as asking, ‘ Can thy servant 
taste what I eat or what I drink ? can I hear any 
more the voice of singing men and singing women ? ’ 
(2 S 19’®' ®®). Further, as Low also points out, of 
the fourteen kings of Judah whose age at death is 
stated no one reached seventy. Of these Jeho- 
shaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah are praised as 
righteous kings, and yet the first died at fifty, the 
second at fifty-four, and the third before he was 
forty. According to the view of Maimonides 
(M6rek N^bhUkhtm, ii. 47), the longevity of the 
Patriarchs was exceptional ; ordinary men and 
women in their time lived much shorter lives. 
That even the Pentateuchal -writers formed a 
moderate estimate of the average duration of life 
is indicated by the laws providing for the com- 
pulsory retirement of the Levites from active 
service on their reaching the age of fifty (Nu 8®®). 

In the Bible the disabilities of old age are clearly 
recognized. The famous passage inEc 12, ndth 
its allusion to the years of wliich one says, ‘I 
have no pleasure in them,’ and its picture of the 
darkened sun and moon, the trembling keepers of 
the house, the strong men bent, the diminishing 
grinders (all images for the physical infirmities of 
the aged), is typical of the attitude of the OT 
writers to this aspect of the subject. The thought 
of the loss of -vigour which inevitably accompanies 
the decline of life is expressed in the Psalmist’s 
prayer (Ps 71® ; cf. v.'®), ‘ Cast me not off in the time 
of old age; forsake me not when my strength 
faileth.’ But over against the physical and other 
drawbacks of old age are set its moral and 
spiritual advantages : ‘ The hoary head is a crown 
of glory’ (Pr 16®' ; cf. 17®); it is the embodiment 
and the symbol of ripe wisdom (Job 12'® 32®). It 
is because of such higher attributes as these that 
old age is honourable and deserving of respect. 
Mere length of days, which is more or less an 
accident, does not entitle the aged to considera- 
tion. Their real claim to it lies in the intellectual 
and moral e.xcellences which they have acquired in 
the course of their long life. ‘ The hoary head is 
a cro-wTj of glory, if it be found in the way of 
righteousness’ (Pr IG®®), and ‘ better is a poor and 
wise youth than an old and foolish king, who 
knoweth not how to receive admonition an}' more’ 
(Ec 4'®; cf. Job 32®). Nevertheless age is, as a 
rule, the guarantee of experience. A child-ruler 
is a calamity (Ec 10'®; cf. Is 3'), but ‘with aged 
men is wisdom, and in length of days understand- 
ing’ (Job 12*®; cf. 16®-'°). Elihu, however, who is 
a young man himself, contests the universality of 
this truth. The spirit of God may give a man 
understanding independently of lus years (Job 
32'-®). But, when age goes with -irisdom and 
righteousness, it must be honoured. Not only is 
it to be regarded respectfully, but it must be 
treated with outward signs of reverence. ‘Thou 


shalt rise up before the hoary head ’ (Lv 19®®)— a 
command which has for its sanction the warnin", 
‘ Thou shalt fear thy God.’ He who -violates tlTe 
precept has nothing to fear from the aged ; for they 
are too feeble to avenge the dishonour offered 
them. But he has to fear God, who protects the 
-weak and makes their cause His (cf. v."). Even 
to interrupt them when they are speaking is 
improper; Elihu waits before inten-ening in the 
famous discussion because the others are ‘elder 
than he ’ (Job 32*). That it is the part of wisdom 
to listen to the advice of old people in preference 
to that of the young is implied in the story of 
Eehoboam (1 K 12 ; cf. Dt 32'). It is a sign of the 
degeneracy of the times and a cause of impending 
calamity when youth bears itself insolently towards 
age (Is 3®, La 6'®). But, even apart from the 
higher qualities just mentioned, the physical 
weakness inseparable from old age bespeaks 
especial consideration for it. To ‘nourish’ the 
aged in the -wider sense of the term is a duty 
(Ku 4'®). 

The hononrableness of old age is set forth in the 
Apocrypha also. A peculiar charm clings to it: 
‘ As the lamp that shineth upon the holy candle- 
stick, so is the beauty of the face in ripe age’ 
(Sir 26"). The old must be helped (3'®) ; t&y 
must not be ‘vexed’ (ffi.); their infirmities must 
be borne -with patiently (v.'®). Their society is to 
be sought out (6®*). The aged must not be con- 
temned, ‘for some of us also are waxing old’ (8°). 
But, again, -udsdom and moral worth are the con- 
ditions precedent to an honourable old age : 
‘Understanding is gray hairs unto men, and an 
unspotted life is ripe old age’ (Wis 4®). Further, 
as in Proverbs (3®- '®), the attainment of old age is 
made dependent upon a man’s way of life (Sir 
30®®-®®). 

The doctrine of the Rabbis on this suWect is a 
development of the earlier teaching. They feel 
the drawbacks of old age as keenly as do the 
Biblical sages : 

'The commonest flea pleased ns better when we were 
young than the costliest peaches do now that we are old' 
(Jer. Peak, 20a). 'He that learns when he is young,’ the 
Kttbbis say elsewhere iv. 20), ‘writes on clear paper; 

he who learns in old age writes on blotted paper.' 

Another saying [.AbhOth d‘ JR. Nathan^ 23) likens 
the latter to a man who marries when he is old, 
and to a surgeon who has a knife for his operation, 
but no ointment with which to close the wound. 
For the Talmud also long life is the outcome of 
the well-spent life. Vice ages a man before his 
time (fi'Areo. 162a). He has to pay the penalty for 
youthful sins in the after years. Needless or 
excessive physical strain is another agent that 
shortens life. Thus the Talmud warns us against 
li-ving in a city set on a hill since it entails toilsome 
ascents {'JSriib. 56a). In like manner, a Rabbi, 
questioned as to the reason why he has himself 
carried to the bath-house, instead of walking to it, 
answers that he must keep his strength for his 
declining years (Jer. JBeza, 60c). What constituted 
old age for the Talmudic teachers is evident from 
the saying (AW<5^/^, v. 24) that ‘at sixty a man 
attains old age, at seventy the hoary head. Death 
before sixty, they say in another place {Mo'ed 
Katon, 28a), is premature. Some conversations 
between aged Rabbis and their disciples on the 
secret of their longevity have been preserved 
by the Talmud, Each Rabbi accounts for his long 
life in practically a different way, and a.ssigns 
more than one reason for it. The explanations 
range from obedience to the ritual law to the 
observance of the highest morality : 

' I have never risen on the fall of others, or token with me W 
my bed the recollection of o -wronj done to medurinf the day 1 
‘ I have never accepted n gift ' («.«. when acting os o judee) ; i 
have never sho-tvn myself angry In my house, or taken pie-surt 
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In the misfortunes of others ; nor have I called another by an 
opprobrious name ’ (SlfgiUdh, 276 ff.)- 

The Midrash (Midr. Bahbah to Lv 14^) has the 
story of a man tvho, masquerading as a mounte- 
bank, offers for sale the elixir of life. He gives 
his customers the verse inPs34’^‘ ‘What man is 
he that desireth life, and loveth many days ... 1 
Keep thy tongue from evil.’ DUigent attendance 
at public worship is another practice conducing to 
long life [B‘rdkh6fh, So). Physical influences also 
play their part, especially attention to hygienic 
rules. Thus the Talmud recommends the liabit 
of eating slowly, due regulation of the bodily 
functions, bathing, and moderate exercise {ib. 546 ; 
KHhubhbth, lib, lllo). Rabbi 5anina, vigorous 
at eighty, attributes his strength to his mother’s 
habit of giving him warm baths and anointing his 
body with oil when he was a child (Biillin, 246). 
Maimonides, in his turn, after quoting many 
dietetic prescriptions from the Talmud, concludes 
as follows : 

‘To every man who obeys these rules I guarantee that he 
will never be ill, but, on the contrary, will achieve old age, 
need no doctor, and enjoy perfect, uninterrupted health unless 
he has had a feeble constitution from the beginning, or has 
been addicted to evil habits from his early years, or is attacked 
by plague or famine ’ {Hil. Dloth, iv. 20). 

A. physician, however, Maimonides discerns the 
powerful influence exerted by the intellectual and 
the spiritual life upon the physical health, and 
therefore upon a man’s chances of attaining old 
age. Thus the section (HU. Death) of his Yad 
from which the foregoing passage is taken deals 
as much with morals as with hygiene. He does 
not stand alone in this respect. Most of the many 
Jewish aids to right living which have appeared 
since the close of the Talmud give equal attention 
to physical and religious wellbeing. For the 
authors of these manuals the physical life is 
eminently worth safeguarding as the one certain 
opportunity for service (see art. Life and Death 
[Jewish]); and, on the other hand, the healthy of 
the soul is an essential condition of the bodily 
health. A typical example is the work entitled 
Shebile Emunah, written by Meir ibn Aldabi 
(I4th cent.), in which Galen and Hippocrates are 
placed under contribution equally with the Bible 
and the Rabbis, and in which disquisitions on 
anatomy, hygiene, and longevity are inserted 
between chapters on theological questions. For 
Jewish teachers, ancient and more modem alike, 
old age is a good thing ; it is the natural rounding 
off or the physical life. Nevertheless an early 
death is not necessarily a premature death. A 
brief life may still be a full life : 

•There are those who van their world in n single hour' 
i^AbCda 2drd, 106). 

Old age, too, is honourable. The aged have the 
matured wisdom which youth necessarily lacks. 

‘He that learns from the young eats unripe grapes, drinks 
new wine ; he that learns from the old eats ripe grapes, drinks 
old wine ' (ibhilh, iv. 20). 

This is said of those who possess both years and 
learning. As to ordinary folk the Talmud makes 
a curious discrimination between the sexes. It 
quotes with approval the current adage, ‘ An old 
man in the house is a nuisance, an old woman a 
treasure’ (EraMn, 19a). On the other hand, old 
women are fonder of amusement than old men are : 

* A drum sets a viroroan o{ ^ty Jigging as though ahe vscxt 
Bix* (Moed jpafon, 96). 

Respect for old age occupies a prominent place 
in the Talmudic ethics. ‘ who is sure of heaven ? 
He that honours the aged’ {Bdbhd Bathra, 106). 
The duty has no limitations of race or religion ; 
it must be practised towards the Genti\e{Qtddusht7i, 
33a). On the other hand, moral worth must grace 
it if it is rightly to claim respect. ‘What,’ ask 
the Rabbis (ilfiar. Babbcih to Gn 24'), ‘ is honour- 
able old age ? ’ They answer, ‘ That which has won 


a man both worlda It is possible to be venerable 
without being old, and contrariwise. ‘ Some men 
are aged, but lack years ; others live long, but 
lack age,’ i.e. experience and character ; hut to be 
old and venerable is the ideal condition {ib. ; cf. 
Wis 4®). The Talmud {B‘rakh6th, 28a) tells of a 
sage (Eleazar ben Azariah) who, appointed head 
of the Sanhedrin at eighteen, suddenly becomes 
grey as a sign of his fitness for the high office. 
For the Talmud, indeed, the learned are always 
aged, irrespective of their years {Qtddushin, 33a). 
To them must be shown the deference which is 
due to old age. The Rabbis lay down detailed 
rules for their treatment. One must rise before 
them, reverently salute them, refrain from sitting 
in their accustomed seats, and from contradicting 
or interrupting them. They must be addressed 
respectfully and answered gently (f6. 32a, 33a; 
Midr. Bahbah to Nu 11'“; Maimonides, HU. T. 
T6rah, chs. v., vi.). Their advice, even if it be to 
pull down the Temple, is to be preferred to the 
opinion of the young, though it be to build it up 
(Tosefta, 'Abdcta Zara, i. 19). Even the old sage 
who has forgotten his learning must be treated 
tenderly ; for were not the broken tablets of the 
Law placed in the Ark of the Covenant side by 
side with the whole tablets {B‘rakh6th, 86)? So 
far did some of the Rabbis carry their reverence 
for age that they would rise before an unlettered 
old man on tlie plea that his very longevity 
necessarily proved that he had merits. A heathen 
sage was also thus to be honoured, for ‘many a 
sorrow must have lighted upon that grey head’ 
{Qtddushin, 326, 33a). On the other hand, day- 
labourers, when at work, are exempt from the 
duty of rising before the aged, for their time is 
their money. And the Rabbi is exhorted not 
needlessly to impose the duty of showing him 
respect upon the common people. To this end he 
is counseled to go by unfrequented byways in 
order to avoid the crowd (t6. 33a ; Maimonides, 
HU. T. T6rah, vi. 2, 3). 

Jewish practice is the embodiment of the fore- 
going precepts. Reverence and tender considera- 
tion for old age fill a large place in the Jewish life. 
The aged who to a long life unite piety and learn- 
ing are made the object of singular veneration. 
The chief places in the Sanhedrin and the syna- 
gogue, as well as at table, were given to old 
people. Very aged men, however, were debarred 
from membership of the Sanhedrin owing to the 
fear that old age might have blunted their feelings 
and so made their judgments unduly severe {Satift. 
366; Maimonides, Sank. i. 3). In the charitable 
domain the old, whether learned or not, are deemed 
worthy of especial solicitude. The discharge of 
this obligation was a characteristic feature of the 
Essenes (Philo [ed. Mangey, London, 1742], ii. 
459). Special charities for the relief of tlie aged 
have always been a familiar feature in the Jewish 
communal organization. These took the form of 
money gifts, but also of institutions called htqdesh, 

‘ the consecrated house ’ — hospitals in the broadest 
sense of the term, which offered an asylum not 
only to the sick, but to strangers and old people. 
The earliest instance of such an institution Known 
to history is that in Cologne in the 11th century. 

LmnUTCEE. — I. Abrahams, JcxcUh Life in the Middle 
Agee, London, 1896 ; Hamburger, artt. 'Alter,' 'Greiscnaltcr,' 

‘ Lebensdauer,' and • Verlangcrung des Lebens'; M. Joseph, 
Judaism as Creed and Life-, I.ondon, 1910 artt. 'Charity' 
and 'Age, Old ; L. Low, Die Lebcnsaller in der Jiidisehen 
LiteratUT, Sregedin, 1875; S. Suwalski, Chay( Uayehudi, 
Warsaw, 1893. MORRIS JOSEPH. 

OLD AGE (Iranian). — Iranian data concerning 
the treatment of tlic -ged are curiously meagre. 
Strabo (p. 517), quoting Onesicratus, who flour- 
ished in the time of Alexander the Great, says that 
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the Baetrians were accustomed to throw those who 
were worn out with age or infirmity to dogs bred 
expressly for the purpose ; so that the space before 
the Bactrian metropolis was clean, but the land 
within the walls was covered with human hones. 
This barbarous custom, he continues, was stopped 
by Alexander. A similar statement is made by 
Porphyrius [de, Abstinmtia, iv. 21), while instances 
of cold-blooded abandonment of the sick are given 
by Agathias (ii. 23), who WTOte in the 6th cent. 
A.D. In the Avesta itself there is only a single 
allusion which can be construed as referring to tlie 
treatment of the aged. This, is contained in the 
Vendid&d, iii. 15-21, which states that one who 
Dears a corpse alone, thus bringing upon himself 
the most dread of all impure demons, must be 
placed in a dry and barren spot, where few living 
creatures pass, and at least thirty paces from fire, 
water, the harsom, and the faithful Zoroastrian. 
There he is to be confined in an enclosure, and to be 
clothed and fed wretchedly until he becomes ‘ old ’ 
(hana), ‘ aged ’ (saurura), and ‘impotent’ {pairiStd- 
xSudra) — terms which the Pahlavi Frahang~l Oim 
(ed. H. Jamaspji and M. Haug, Bombay, 1867, pp. 
6, 48 ; ed. H. Keichelt, Vienna, 1900, p. 9) explains 
as connoting respectively ‘seventy,’ ‘fifty,’ and 
‘ ninety ’ years of age, while the Pahlavi com- 
mentary on the Vendidad passage (ed. F. Spiegel, 
Vienna, 1853, i. 26 ; ed. D. P. Sanjana, Bombay, 
1895, p. 38) makes the adjectives denote ‘fifty,’ 
‘ fifty ’ (doubtless a clerical error for ‘ sixty ’ ; cf. 
Spiegel, Commentar uber das Avesta, Leipzig, 1864, 
i. 91), and ‘ seventy.’ When the person thus de- 
filed reaches these ages, the Mazdayasnians are 
directed to send to him a sturdy man, who is to 
cut ofiT his head and leave his corpse for the vul- 
tures, while the executioner repeats the words: 

‘ This man repenteth him of all his evil thoughts, 
and evil words, and evil deeds,’ There is, there- 
fore, a certain degree of confirmation of the Greek 
statements as to the Persian treatment of the 
aged, but it must be borne in mind that the cases 
of such abandonment and putting to death of the 
old are restricted by the Avesta text to a single 
case of religious pollution of the utmost gravity, 
so that to this day the Persian Zoroastnans re- 
quire two corpse-bearers at the dakhmahs (‘ towers 
of silence ’), while each pair of those who carry the 
dead body to the tower must be symbolical^ joined 
by the kiisti, or sacred girdle (A. V. W. Jackson, 
Persia Past and Present, New York, 1906, pp. 389, 
392). 

Despite the statements of Onesicratus and Aga- 
thias, and notwithstanding the Avesta passage 
already discussed, it would seem that the position 
of the aged in ancient Persia was one of respect, 
if the general spirit of the sacred books of Iran 
forms any criterion, and if the affection for chil- 
dren which characterized the Persians, and which 
usually implies care for the equally helpless aged, 
be taken into consideration. This is borne out by 
the Cyropadia of Xenophon (I. ii. 13 f., vni. vii. 
10), which, romance though it be, is perhaps of 
more value as a source for Persian life than is 
generally believed ; while the Avesta itself (Vcndi- 
ddd, xii. 1) requires the children to mourn thirty 
days for a deceased parent if good (i.e. in heaven) or 
sixty days if evil {i.e. in hell). The Pahlavi Aria- 
Tlrdf (Ixv., ed. Haug and E. W. West, Bombay, 
1872, pp. 94-95, 188) likewise assigns a distmct 
punishment in hell for those children who failed 
tx) respect their parents ; and the classical writers 
Heroaotns (i. 138), Aristotle (Ptk. Nic. viii. 10), 
and Quintus Curtins (v. ii. 22) explicitly affirm 
the reverence of Persian children for their fathers 
and mothers (A. Kapp, ZBMG xx. [1866] 111). 

LmitATCnr. — F. Windischmann, Zoroaslrische Studien, 
Derlin, 1S03, pp. 2)7-230 ; F. Spiegrel. ErdnUehe AlUrthuim- 


kunde, Leipzig, 1878, Ui. 6S2 : B. Brisson, Be regia Penarum 
pnnetpatu, ed. J. H. Lederlin, Strassburg, 1710, pp. 451-453. 

Louis H. Gray. 


OLD AGE (Japanese).— Like other races, the 
Japanese have always both hoped for and feared 
old age. In the ancient poems, which give expres- 
sion to their inmost feelings, we find them wish- 
ing for the long life of the crane and tortoise, or 
envying the thousand-year-old pine-tree (see M. 
Be von, Anthologie de lalittdraturejaponaise, Paris, 
1910, pp. 144, 150, 157), but at the same time they 
lament ‘ the snow and the waves ’ which year by- 
year they discover in their bronze mirror, and be- 
wail the rapid course of human life, ephemeral as 
the foam on the water, like the dew or the convol- 
vulus blossom {ib. pp. 145, 246, 338, etc.). Old age 
with them, however, is singularly softened by the 
respect which is accorded it, and which is notice- 
able, with but a few exceptions, throughout the 
whole history of their cmliz&tion. 

This arose naturally from the respect for parents 
which we find as early as the mythological stories. 

• The emperor Kelk6, e.g., terrified at the violent temper of his 
BOD, the famoue hero, -Yaroato-dake, sends him, almost alone 
and unarmed, to fight formidable enemies in all parts of the 
empire ; Yamato-dake does not dream for a moment of disput- 
ing his father’s orders. This fierce warrior weeps at the thought 
that his father wishes for his death, but ho obeys with absolute 
submission (see Heroes and Hero.Gods [Japanese], vol. vii. p. 
663, and cf. Kojiki, tr. B. H. Ohamberlain^, T6ky6, 1906, p. 260). 

This filial respect wadually extends to others be- 
sides parents, to all aged men whose experience 
and tvisdom are appreciated (e.g., Kojiki, 147). 
The emjieror himself, in spite of his divine char- 
acter, willingly renders homage to the superior 
experience of the aged minister Take-uclii, a 
Japanese Methuselah {ib. 353). 

If this was the case in the primitive period, it 
would be much more so when the development of 
ancestor- worship, under Chinese influence, and the 
general advance of society had added to this instinc- 
tive respect for the aged and given it a more definite 
moral significance. 

It must be said, however, that at the time of 
the great civil wars of the Japanese feudality, and 
as a natural consequence of the brutality which 
necessarily accompanies the warlike spirit, the 
aged were not always honoured as they ought to 
have been. To men who admire poiver above 
everything else, the old man appears more or less 
as a useless dotard. 

In a historical work of the 12tb cent., towards the end of the 
Heian period, a young samurai of twenty speaks to two centen- 
arians m a tone of presumptuous lightness, which makes one of 
them reply to him thus : 'The aged guard the memory of the 
past. Wise emperors used to send for nil the old people in the 
country to ask them about the life in former times, and it was 
by paying heed to what they eaid that they governed the people. 
The aged are therefore venerable beings. Do not scorn them, 
young men 1 ' (Hevon, pp. 228-231). 

This germ of irreverence could not help developing 
in the following period, the gloomy warlike epoch 
of Kamakura. 

In a 13th cent, military history a certain Sanemori, a samurai 
more than septuagenaos relates why he has thought it neceswir 
to dye his beard and hair black ; * Old men who , 

bow and arrow to go and fight must dye their hair with hlaCK 
Ink, And this Is whj'. Even In times of peace the yoangjaugh 
at white hairs ; much more on the battle-field. If an old man 
wishes to advance, they say that he has lost his reason; If he 
retreats, they insult him, saying that he Is a coward ; and he 
does not dare to compete with these young people. As forme 
enemy, thev despise the old as good for nothing. The white 
hairs of old age are the saddest thing In the world (to. pp. -Ji- 
244). 

After this long period of civil wars the great 
peace of the Tokugawa period was establislicd, and 
respect for old age, and the happy state resulting 
from it, again appeared and became fixed with the 
refinement of civilization. Many proofs of this 
state of mind are found in the pliilosophere, asMCJ- 
ally those of the Chinese school. It will fiulhcc 
here to draw attention to a Japanese enstom which 
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is specially interesting in this connexion, viz. that 
of inkyo. 

To understand this custom it is well to know its 
historical orgin, which lies in the practice of 
abdication, so wide-spread in Japan. When the 
custom of abdication itself was introduced, in the 
7th cent., it was in consequence of Buddhism, which 
taught contempt for the world, and advised men, 
especially those of a certain age, to retire into soli- 
tude, there to meditate and prepare themselves for 
the other life. This religious motive did not alto- 
gether cease to exist afterwards, but it yielded to 
a political reason; for, from the time when the 
Fujiwara and other great families practically mono- 
polized the imperial power, they acquired the 
custom of strengthening themselves by not allow- 
ing any but quite young emperors to reign, often 
mere children, whom they forced to abdicate when- 
ever they reached an age when they might have 
shown a disposition to be independent. For this 
reason emperors often abdicated about the age of 
twenty, or even earlier {Rokuj5 [116G-68], e.g., was 
made emperor at the age of two and resigned when 
only four years old). But these retired emperors 
(in) were often older men, who continued to act 
behind the scenes, and sometimes played a more 
effective part there than during the time of their 
nominal sovereignty. Now, in consequence of that 
spirit of imitation which is one of the most power- 
ful social forces, this system of abdication gradu- 
ally extended to ministers of State, to officials, and 
even to the most unassuming heads of families, 
and it ended in the general custom of inkyo. 

According to the researches of native philologists, 
the word inkyo originally meant ‘concealment’; 
gradually it was applied to ‘retirement to one’s 
native place ’ ; and then it denoted ‘ the ivithdrawal 
from the active management of household or 
government affairs in favour of a son or relative.’ 
Lastly, it may be translated by ‘ dwelling in retire- 
ment’ ; and it is used in practice to denote either 
the fact of abandoning the affairs of one’s house in 
order to retire to private life or the man who retires 
in this way. In the time of the Tokugawa, and 
down to the Revolution of 1867, it may be said 
that this was a custom almost generally followed 
by the Japanese as soon as they had passed middle 
life. They left their property to their heirs, gave 
up their official duties or their business aflairs,_and, 
having become inkyo, they devoted the remainder 
of their lives, surrounded by tender care, to pleasant 
rest or quiet studies. 

To-day this custom is gradually disappearing, 
either on account of new necessities and the harder 
kind of life consequent on the introduction of 
Western civilization, or perhaps, in some measure, 
as a result of the tendency of many modem J apanese 
to exchange their old national customs, often with- 
out Buffioient reasons, for foreign usages. Never- 
theless it is curious that, while the inkyo is severely 
attacked by the Japanese themselves (see Shigeno 
An eki, ‘Tlie Evils of Abdication, Heirship, and 
Adoption,’ in TASJ XV. i. [1887] 72-82), sensible 
Europeans praise and envy this custom ; 

* The new government of Japan Is endeavouring to put n stop 

1,-1 11 -- .i.--;...- jsbecausenotKuropean. 

the contmr)-, barb.arous 
- . ■ ; ■ I ■ ■ : striving, when past the 

time ol lile nt wnicn ne is uiieu to do good work' (B. H. 
Chamberlain, Things Japanese^, London, 1893, p. 14). 

This view seems most just, when we compare 
the European system fairly with the_ old Japanese 
one. With us the best part of life is lost in vain 
studies ; we begin active life much later and con- 
sequently have often to prolong it to the extreme 
limits of old age. In this way neither young nor 
old have time to enjoy life properly. The ancient 
Japanese, on the contrary, began practical work 
when very young, they founded their families 


earlier, and consequently they could very soon leave 
the place to the young people in order to pass the 
second half of their lives in peace, while the young 
men worked eagerly, at the normal age of greatest 
activity, in view of that happy life which they in 
their turn were soon going to win. For social 
utility the result was the same ; and, as far as the 
happiness of individuals was concerned, it was 
infinitely superior. The civilization which deidsed 
the raku-inkyo, ‘the happy retired one,’ certain!}’ 
deserves a place of honour among truly humane 
civilizations. 

Litbbatdbe.— T his is cited in Iho article. 

M. Revok. 

OLD AGE (Roman). — The Latin words con- 
nected with old age are two, senex, ‘ an old man,’ 
and anus, ‘an old woman,’ with their respective 
derivatives. The former comes from a root which 
is present also in other Indo-European languages, 
and has in its turn perpetuated itself in tlieRo- 
mance_ languages in the comparative form senior 
(Fr. sieur, seigneur; Ital. signor; Span, senor; 
Portuguese, senhor, etc.). The latter finds its 
kindred in Germ, ana, Armen, han (‘grand- 
mother’), and Lith. anyta (‘mother-in-law"), but 
has left no trace in the Romance languages, having 
been killed by the other root. The word antiguus 
tended to become used exclusively of things, and 
the word uetus (uetulus, uctustus, etc.) refers 
rather to time (period) than to age, though the 
Romance words like vieux (Fr.) and viejo (Span.) 
show that in speech this adjective was generally 
applied to old people. Of the derivatives of senex 
not all had precisely the same shade of meaning; 
e.g., senectus meant ‘ old age as a definite period 
of life,’ while senium meant ‘ old age as brmging 
infirmity with it, helpless old age’ (R. Ogilvie, 
Horm Latinm, London, 1901, p. 201). The form 
senecta appears to be a coinage of the poets, ns 
more convenient for their metre than senectus, of 
which it is a real synonym (see below, however). 
The verb seneo habitually carries the idea of the 
wealeness of age. One of the most interesting 
derivatives is senatus, lit. ‘a body of old men, 
but the analogy of magistratus and other words 
would seem to indicate that originally the word 
was an abstract noun, meaning ‘the duty of an 
old man ’ (or ‘ of old men ’). An interesting par- 
allel is to be found in the word yepoverta, which first 
means ‘ old age,’ but comes to be used collectively 
= ‘ a body of yipovresJ Such a council is mentioned 
os early as the Homeric poems, and the word, 
collectively used, is frequently found in Roman 
imperial times, though at that date it appears to 
have lost almost all political significance (Pauly- 
Wissowa, vii. 1264 flu, art. ‘Gerontes, (Serusia’’; 
“W. M. Ramsay, The Cities and Bishoprics oj 
Phrygia, vol. i. pt. i. [Oxford, 1895] pp. 64, 110, 
vol. i. pt. ii. [do. 1897] pp. 368, 438, 630). Another 
parallel, which illustrates the original connexion 
between old age and the wisdom required for State 
deliberations, is to be found in the words sparpCTe- 
pos, vpetrpvriptov (see the present writer’s Pocket 
Lexicon Gr. NT, Oxford, 1916, s.w.). Why the 
comparative was used in this connexion (as also, 
perhaps on the analogy of the Gr., in the case of 
the Lat. senior, especially in the Inter period) is 
uncertain, but the probable reason is that it offered 
an easy way of distinguishing between those who 
were actually old (positive) and those who were 
merely officially old (comparative). We are here 
concenied only with the fact that the use of words 

roperly associated with old age to indicate mem- 

ers of advisory or legislative councils appears to 
have been almost, if not quite, universal in Iiledi- 
terranean lands. This is perhaps the proper place 
to mention that the Roman senate was sometimes 
worshipped ns divine— c.g., along with the emperor 
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Tiberius and his mother Livia in A.D. 23 by certain 
towns in Asia Minor. In that year it was decreed 
to build a temple in honour of this joint cult, and 
in A.D. 26 the building was entrusted to the people 
of Smyrna. Other instances of worship of the 
Roman senate, one as early as Augustus, are 
coUeeted in W. H. Eoscher, A-itsfithrlic/ies Lexikon 
der griechischen und romischen Myihologie, iv. 
(Leipzig, 1910) 708 fF., art, ‘Senatus.’ The senate 
was represented in art as an old man -with a tunic 
and to"a, bordered with purple, and with a weath 
on his head (Dio Cass. Ixviii. 1, 5). 

Among the many personifications of states or 
abstract qualities which were deified by the Ro- 
mans, Senecta or Senectus found a place. Senectus 
was daughter of a father Erebus and a mother 
Nox, a gloomy conception of old age which prob- 
ably came to the Romans through the Greeks 
(Hyginus, Fab. prsef. p. 9, 7, ed. M. Schmidt, Jena, 
1872). Cicero, in his de Natura Deonim, iii. 17, 44, 
enumerates a long list of feelings, passions, and 
states which, he says, were personalized by the 
old genealogizers, Senectus being a sister of 
Alther and Dies. The qualities enumerated are 
Amor, Dolus, Metns, Labor, Inuidentia, Fatum, 
Senectus, Mors, Tenebr8e,Miseria, Querella, Gratia, 
Fraus, Pertinacia, Parcse, Hesperides, Somnia — for 
the most part a gloomy brood, all of them children 
of Erebus and Nox. Some of them reappear in 
Vergil’s description of the lower world, as hawng 
their quarters in front of the entrance : tristis 
(‘gloomy’) Old Age is flanked by Morbi (‘diseases’) 
that make the sufferer sallow, and by Metus, in 
which the fear of death may be comprised {JEn. 
vi. 275). In Lygdamus [Tibullus], iii. 5, 16, Old 
Age appears with white hair, bent body, and slow- 
moving feet. In a catalogue of gloomy and evil 
states or qualities in Silius Italicus (xiii. 583) Old 
Age appears as queribunda, ‘ full of tearful com- 
Maint,’ while in a similar list in Seneca {Hercules 
Furens, 696) ‘ slow-moving Old Age, hidden away 
in a corner, is aiding her steps with a stick ’ (see 
Reseller, iv. 710 ; H. Usener, Gotternamen, Bonn, 
1896, p. 366 j and cf. Pauly-Wissowa, s.v. ‘Geras,’ 
as well as art. Old Age [Greek]). 

From this gloomier side of old age it is a relief 
to turn to the pages of Cicero's Cato or de Senec~ 
tide, the Roman classic on the subject. Cicero did 
well to choose Cato the Censor as the type of old 
age, for he was both vigorous and contented. The 
secret was that he, according to the Stoic teaching, 
lived in harmony with nature. The faults of old 
age are generally due to the character of the com- 
plainants. Prosperity may make old age easier, 
but without a well-trained character it is intoler- 
able. Fabius Maximus, Plato, Ennius, and others 
are instanced to show that old age can be happy. 
A series of charges against old age is then refuted. 
These charges are : (a) it unfits men for business ; 
(6) it weakens the bodily powers ; (c) it renders 
men incapable of pleasures ; (d) it must be gloomy, 
because it cannot be free from the anticipation of 
death. Cato very skilfully rebuts these, and is 
certainly on strong ground^ in his insistence that 
character has most to do with the attitude of the 
old to their age. The growth of physical weak- 
ness is admitted, but it is compensated for by a 
growth of udsdom, which is above all things neces- 
sary to temper the hot-headedness of youth. Any 
lack of memory in old age is due either to an 
original defect or to insufficient exercise of the 
memory. The bodily strength of an old man 
depends almost entirely on his having lived 
temperately in youth and manhood. Moreover, he 
is not expected to exert it. Cases of weakneM 
are due to ill-health, and caution in old age i.s 
very helpful (cf. the admirable work of a modem 
Cato, Heniy Thompson, Diet in Relation to Age 


and Activity, London, 1902). Cato proceeds to 
argue that physical pleasure is in itself bad, and 
that we ought to be thankful that old age saves us 
from its domination. The really lasting pleasures, 
such as conversation, literature, and agriculturei 
are open to him, as they are to younger men. He 
maintains that death cannot in any case be an 
evdl, as tbe right object is a good, not a long, life. 
Moreover, death is natural, and what is natural 
is good. Surely accomplished old men can meet 
death as calmly as the uncultured young. To 
Cato, also, death is the entrance on an unending 
life. From the present life one should be content 
to depart, once one has had one’s full share of it 
(cf. the introduction to the best ed., that by J. S. 
Reid, Cambridge, 1879, 1887, and later ; the ed. of 
C. Simbeck, Leipzig, 1912, is important for the 
text). 

Cicero was sixty-two years old when he UTote 
this treatise, which he intended to be to his friend 
Atticus and to others, as it had been to himself, a 
real means of alleviating the burden of old age. 
He seems to bavehad also another purpose, namely 
to point back to the period at which Cato had 
lived (the 2nd cent. B.c.) os the golden age of 
Rome’s history. Cicero missed in the men of his 
time the ‘serious simplicity, the unswerving ad- 
herence to principle, the self-sacrificing patriotism, 
which were the ideal Roman virtues’ (Reid, p. 12). 
The value of his dialogue as representing the best 
Roman point of view is at first sight somewhat 
impaired by the knowledge that it is in part based 
on Greek sources. Reid has shoAvn in detail that 
he has used Xenophon’s (Economicus and Gyro- 
pcedia, and Plato’s Republic and Pheedo. More- 
over, the influence of Aristotle’s lost dialogues on 
the form of Cicero’s is apparent. In those nearly 
all the speaking was done by one person, the inter- 
locutors merely interjecting occasional remarks, 
and they were more popular than Plato’s. It is 
probable, too, that Cicero used in addition, as tlie 
main basis of his tractate, a Greek work on this 
y)ecific subject, whether that by Aristo of Ceos, a 
Peripatetic of the 3rd cent. B.O., or that of Theo- 
phrastus, or that of Demetrius Phalereus. Never- 
theless, the treatise is really Roman. For Cicero, 
though deeply read in Greek literature, was a real 
son of the soil, and had been drilled in the Roman 
native dramatic literature by his father ; so that 
we can after all regard the treatise as in tbe main 
an expression of the Roman attitude at its best. 
And it is fortunate that this is so, because, while 
there are, of course, many allusions to this subject 
in Roman literature, no other sgiccijic Roman trea- 
tise on old age has come dorni to us. Some of 
these allusions may now be quoted. ^ 

An epithet like silicemium, ‘ sack of dry bones 
(Terence, Adelphi, iv. ii. 48), is atenn of abuse, 
probably translated from the Greek original of the 
play, and with no significance in the attempt to 
gauge the general Roman attitude to old age. We 
are on more secure ground when we come to the 
■well-lcnoum description of Horace : 

‘ Many disadvantaRes surround the old man. both because lie 
seeks rain and fwretched man I) forbears and fears to use what 
he ba . , 

and 

active, earer for longer life, cross-grained, conipiamiiig, piaisiug 
the davB of his boyhood, blaming and criticizing the younger 
generation. The years till one’s prime is over bring many 
advantages with them, but many disappear as wc come nearer 
tothe end'fkrs jPoef. 1C9-170). 

The uTitings of Seneca abound in references to 
old are. Some of the more striking or intere-sting 
may 1)6 translated, and it must be kept in mind 
that what sounds commonplace to us was not 
necessarily so to tbe first readers. Perhaps the 
most important writings of Seneca on this subject 
are Epistles xxvi., Iviii., ci., and cviii. _ Ep. xxvi. 
was written when Seneca was ‘ within sight of old 
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age’ (§ 1). He feels the burden of ill-health, and 
that, while his mind is vigorous, his body is 
already prematurely aged. He describes it as 
melting, as having bits plucked from it, and as 
losing some strength every day. He tries to wel- 
come the prospect of the gradual dissolution, which 
is after all a natural process. Only death will 
decide what moral progress he has made. Ep. 
Iviii. 30-32 has the following thoughts : 

■ Plato himself by care prolonced his life to old age. He had 
indeed been blest with a strong body, and had got his name from 
the breadth of his chest, but sea-voyages and perils bad greatly 
Impaired h' " ■’ : ■ '■■■ - s- 

forth eager 

him to old s' ■ ■ . ■ ■ . 

way. For ; . ■ ■ ' , ' . . ' ■ ' ' 

reward of his care Plato had the good fortune to reach the age of 
full eigbty-one j’cars. . . . Frugality can prolong old age. It 
is not 1 think to be longed for, yet it is not to be rejected either. 
It is pleasant to have one's own company ns long ns possible, 
when one has made one’s own company worth enjoying.* 

He then goes on to consider the question, natural 
in a Stoic, whether one ought to cut short one’s 
old age by suicide. In Ep. ci. 10-15 he expresses 
strong disapproval of Maecenas’s sentiment that 
life is desirable, even if every part of the body be 
decayed or under torture. From the long Ep. 
cviii. one extract may be ^ven (§ 28) : 

‘ The present day is always the best, because diseases come 
upon one, because old age begins to weigh on us and is over our 
heads, while we are still thinking of youth. Vergil, it is s,aid, 
always puts diseases and old age together, assuredly not with- 
out reason ; for ofd age is anincarable disease. Besides he has 
added the epithet frisfts to it’ (Georg, iii. 67, .(Bn. vi. 275, then 
quoted). 

In Ep. Ixvii. 2 he thanks old age, because it has 
chained him to his reading-couch, where_ he can 
enjoy the letters of his young friend Lucilius, as if 
he were conversing wit'll him. In Ep. xiii. 17 he 
speaks of old men whom one may meet any day, 
engaged in the pursuit of ambition, foreign travel, 
or business. 

•What can be more disgraceful,' he says, ‘than an old man 
beginning life?’ The same sentiment recurs: ‘An old man 
learning nis alphabet is a subject for laughter and contempt’ 
(Ep. xxxvi. 4 ; of. xxxiil. 7). 

In Ep. iv. 2 he speaks of the childishness which 
sometimes persists in old age : 

‘We have the authority of old men, but the defects of boys, 
and not only of boys, but even of infants ; for the former are 
afraid of trifles the latter of bogeys, but we are afraid of both.’ 

‘ On a courtier being once asked how he had managed to 
reach old agent court, he replied: “By suffering injuries and 
giving thanks'" (de fra, n. xxxili. 2). 

Ch. XX. of the de Breuitate Vitre is concerned 
with tile old who will not give up toil. 

'Some,' he says, ‘in the last stages of old age, yet make 
arrangements for the attainment of something fresh, ns if they 
were young, and in the midst of undertakings great and evil 
alike collapse through weakness.’ 

He tells the story of a certain Turannius, who, 
being over ninety years old, was excused from the 
performance of his official duty by the emperor, 
without having made application for the indul- 
gence. He went to bed, and commanded that he 
should be mourned as if dead, and remained there 
until his office was restored to him. In the de 
TranquilUtate Animi, ii. 6, the trite remark occure 
that ‘ old age is slow to make changes.’ ^ There is 
a warning, in the de Breuitate Vitce, ix. 4, for 
those on whom old age has come unexpectedly, 
while they liave still Sie minds of boys, and are 
unprepared and ‘unarmed’ for it, not Laving per- 
ceived its daily approach. , 

‘ Some people hate to hear of old age and grey hairs, etc., 
and yet these are the very things for which they pray ’ (Dial. 
It. xvii. 2; cf. Augustine, Tract, in Joh. xxxii. 9, tn Ps. 28, 
serm. ill. § 0). 

'The most irascible people are little children, old people, ana 
Invalids’ (de fra, i. xiil. 6). 'Old men are cross-grained^ and 
given to complaining, like invalids and the convalescent (»o. 
n. xix. 4). 

The most striking passage on old age in Latin 
literatnre is Juvenal, Sat. x. 188-288. Beginning 
with the universal prayer for length of days, he 
goes on to describe the crop of serious troubles 


which awaits those who reach old age. He gives 
a loathsome description, with abundance of detail, 
of the physical unsightliness of many old persons, 
the_ decay of the various senses, and the diseases to 
which they are liable. There is also the loss of 
memory, he says, leading even to injustice towards 
one’s relatives. It is clear from that part of the 
satire that lie is thinking primarily of the old age 
of people who have led evil lives. Then there is 
the distressful state of a man who has survived all 
his loved ones, illustrated by accounts, mostly 
imaginary, of the later years of Nestor, Pelens, 
Laertes, and Priam. Turning to Home, he "writes 
eloquently of the cases of Marius and Pompey, 
though the latter, indeed, never reached real old 
age. J. D. Dufi’ points out tliat Swift derived 
some of the details of the Struldbmga (Gidliver's 
Travels, pt, iii. oh. x.) from this picture by Juvenal. 
In Sat. iv. 97 he mentions how seldom a nobleman 
reaches old age, because nearly all fall victims to 
tlie jealousy and cruelty of emperors (see J. E. B. 
Mayor’s note on this passage and also on line 154 ; 
cf. Sat. X. 112 f. with notes). The same thought 
is given expression 1^ other writers like Tacitus, 
Suetonius, and Dio Cassius, with particular refer- 
ence to Nero’s murders (see the passages in Mayor^s 
Juvenal, i.^ [London, 1889] 409). The subject of 
orhi (orbm), persons of advanced age without heirs to 
inherit their wealth, occurs with almost sickening 
frequency in the literature of the period. Tliese 
persons were the victims of captatores {hcredipetai), 
who courted them and performed every menial 
service to them on the chance that they might 
inherit their wealth. The great influence wielded 
by the orhi, and the capricious behaviour which 
seems to characterize such people, are often men- 
tioned (passages in Mayor’s notes on Juvenal, iii. 
129, pp. 195, 368, iv. 19, pp. 220, 395). A pleasanter 
side of old age is revealed in the references to the 
games played by old men. They were e^eciaUy 
fond of games with dice and draughts (Juvenal, 
xiv. 4, with the note of Mayor). 

If we pass to the writings of the 4th cent. A.D., 
the impressions that we get are on the whole more 

leasant. The astrological writer, Julius Firmicus 

latemus, wlio afterwards became a Christian, in 
the course of his exposition of his subject, conveys 
to us, by the way, a good deal of information about 
the manners and morals of his time. Some of it is 
gruesome enough, but the picture is relieved by 
such plirases as ‘ longae ac heatae seneotutis 
spatia^ {Mathesis, HI. iii. 15), 'longioris nitae et 
bonae senectutis ’ [III. x. 9), and ‘ usque ad mortem 
felicem senectntem’ (III. iii. 6). The Christian 
leaven had been working for three centuries, and 
one of the blessings wliich it brings is beautiful old 
age. The writings of Ambrose abound in passages 
illustrating this : 

* Aetas Bcneotiitis uita est inmaculata’(C7ain ei Abet, Ii. 1). 

' Seneotus porlus debet esse, non nitae superioris naufragiam' 
(Jacob, 11. 10). 'In Actlbus Aposwlorom Barnabas Jlarcum 
adsumpslt, Paulus Bilain, Paulus 'Tiinotbeum, Paulus Titum. 
Sed illis superioribua uideraua diuisa offloia, nt seniorea 
consUio praenalerent, iuniorcs inlnisterio. Plemmqne ctiam 
uirtutibus pates, disparcs actatibus, sui delcctantur copula, 
sicut delectabantur Petrus et lohannes. Nam adnlcscentcm 
legimuB in cuangelio lohannem, et sua uooe, licet mcritls et 
sapientla null! fuerit seniorum secundus, crat enim in co 
Bcnectns venerabllis morum et cana prudentia. Uila enim 
inmaciilata bonae senectutis ftipendium est ’(OJf. Ii. 20, { 100 f.). 

‘ Actates quaedam sunt meritorum, nam et Bcnectus morum 
inuenitur in pueriB et innocentia infantum reperiturin Benibus,' 
etc. (Senno Iv.), 

From Jerome also many passages might he pro- 
duced in illustration, thougli his youtliful be- 
haviour and the bitterness of his disposition would 
hardly lead one to expect them. In a remarkable 
passage of Ep. Iii. (§ 3), he describes how in the 
old, while all other virtues wane, that of wisdom 
alone increases. By the waning -virtues he explains 
that he means that ‘ enneta, quae per coipua 
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exercentur, fracfco corpora minora fiunt.’ He 
admits that in very many old men wisdom itself 
fades through age. Yet those who have acquired 
honourable accomplishments in their youth and 
have studied the law of the Lord day and night 
(Ps 1®) become more learned with age, more 
experienced, wiser, and ‘ reap the sweetest fruits of 
their old pursuits.’ He then proceeds to give a 
number of instances of Greek philosophers and 
poets who continued learning to the last, and to 
these he adds the Roman name of Cato. An 
exhortation to Fnria (Bp. liv. 14) gives, by way of 
warning, the other side of the picture : 

‘ lam incanuit caput, tremunt genua, dentes cadunt, “ et 
Jrontem obscenam rugis arat” (Verg. j£n. vii. 417), uicina est 
mors in foribus: designator rogus prope. Uelimus, nolimus, 
senes sumus. Paret sibi uiatinum, quod longo itinere neces- 
Barium est. Secum portet, quod iimitus dimissurus eat ; immo 
praemittat in caelum, quod, ni cauerit, terra sumptura est.’ 
Other passages in Jerome bearing on this subject 
are: in Ecclesic^ten, xi. (ed. Venice, 1767, iii. 
(1) 483) ; Prcef. in lib. it. Comm, in Amos (vi. 263, 
264), a very important passage ; Ep. liv, 9 (the 
diet of the old) ; Comm, in Esaiam, III. v. 2 (iv. 
48c, d, e, 49a) (distinction between sensx and 
presbyter ; cf. on v. 4, pp. 63a, 64a) ; Comm, in Tit. 
li. 2 (vii. 714b). 

At the same period Claudian, who, whether 
secretly Christian or not, writes in the pagan 
manner, penned an exquisite little poem on an old 
man near Verona who never travelled beyond the 
suburbs of that city (Carm. Min. 20 [62], ed. J. 
Koch, Leipzig, 1893, p. 223). He had passed all 
his life in the same house. He was not affected 
by the buffeting of fortune or the discomforts of 
emigration. He never trembled at danger, like the 
merchant prince or the soldier or the lawyer. 
Being in the country, he enjoys the angler air and 
counts his years by the seasons. He has seen 
little of the world, but, possessing splendid physical 
strength and descendants, he knows more of real 
life than the man who has journeyed to the ends 
of the earth. The debt which Claudian here owes 
to Horace’s second Epode is evident, but he chooses 
a different metre, and certain of the details, as 
well as the local setting, are his own. 

The greatest of all Latin writers, Augustine, is 
full of references to this subject. In commenting 
on the 70th (71st) Psalm, v."*®, which in his Bible 
read ‘usque in senectam et senium,’ he points out 
that these two words are subdivisions of senectus, 
corresponding respectively to the Greek words 
Trpecrp&n]! and ytpuv. He considers that n-pecrpOrys 
connotes grauitas, and ytpav a later stage. Point- 
ing out that the Latin senex has to do duty for 
both of these Greek words, he says that senecta 
indicates the earlier stage of senectus, and senium 
the later (cf. de Genesi contra Manicheos, i. xxiii. 
39). In the de dhtersi: Quastionibus Ixxxiii., 
qu. Iviii. § 2, he says that senectus comprises as 
much time as all the other ages put together, 
because it is said to begin at sixty, and it need 
not end tiU one hundred and twenty. A pithy 
summing up occurs in Sermo IxxxL 8 : 

■Homo est, nascitor, crescit, sencscit. Querellae multae In 
eenecta : tussis, pituita, lippitudo, anxietudo, lassitodo inest. 
Ergo Bcnuit homo ; querellis plenus est ; sennit mundue ; 
pressuris plenus est.’ 

He points out in Tract, in Joh. xxxii. 9 the 
folly of praying both for old a"e and for beauty, 
as the two are inconsistent. In Enarr, in Ps. 
cxii. 2 occurs the exhortation : 

‘Sit senectus ucstra puerilis, et pueritia senilis; Id est, ut 
neo sapientia uestra sit cum superbia, nee humllitas sine 
sapientia.’ 

Tile sense of senior in the Scriptures is expounded 
in Locutioncs in Hcptaleuchum, vi. 29 ; Quxstioncs 
in Gencsin, i. 70, is important for the precise sense 
of the Scriptural words indicating ‘ old.’ In a fine 
passage of Sermo cxxviii. (9, § 11) he says that the 


spiritual enemies of the old are wearied, but that 
they still have to contend with minor enemies who 
disturb the peace of old age (see also Catech. End. 
xvi. 24). 

It will not be necessary here to pass beyond the 
period of Maximian, a poet of the middle of the 
6th cent., who in his first Elegy, about 300 lines 
long, pours forth his soul in a dolorous lament. 
According to his story, he had every blessing that 
man could desire in his youth, of which he gives a 
long and detailed account. Sometimes his conceit 
is such as to excite laughter in the modem reader 
(e.g., 59 ff.). 

Literatdke. — ^Except as a dirinlty, lor which eee the art. 
’Senectus ’ in Eoscher, the subject has not been, so far as the 
present writer knows, treated in modern times. The above 
article has been compiled from the ancient authorities quoted, 

A. SOUTER. 

OLD AGE (Semitic and Egyptian). — i. Desira- 
bility. — In the early times a long life was desired 
and considered a blessing by all Semites and 
Egyptians whose thoughts we can trace. This is 
natural, since all men, when in health, love life 
and abhor death. A Babylonian king invokes n 
blessing upon every one who shall respect his 
decree defining a boundary thus : 

• May the river eod and Nina, mistress of goddesses, bo with 
him in fidelity and might, with Ea, creator of all, may they fix 
for him the destiny of life, days of old age, and blissful years 
may they prolong (or him as a gift 1 ’ i 

The OT contains many expressions that voice 
the same point of view on the part of the Hebrews 
(see ‘ Hebrew and Jewish ’ section). 

A similar point of view was entertained by the 
Egyptians. In the Precepts of Ptahhotep wo 
read : 


' How good it is when a son receives that which his father 
says. He shall reach advanced age thereby.’H 

Ramses iv. inscribed at Abydos a prayer to Osiris 
in which he says : 

‘And thou shalt give to me health, iife, long existence and a 
prolonged reign. . , . Thou shalt double for me tlie long llle, 
the prolonged reign of king Ramses n., the great god.’ ’ 


As Ramses II. reigned sixty-seven years, the 
petition is an appeal for a very long life. 

The desirability of a long life led naturally to a 
longing for immortality. The Egyptian _ concep- 
tions of the life beyond the grave are fairly well 
known.^ They were transformed, through the 
infiuence of faith in Osiris, from belief in a colour- 
less existence in an under world to faith in a 
bright heavenly hereafter. Although such a faitii 
developed more slowly among the Semites, it is 
not wanting. The belief that man was denied 
immortality through divine purpose finds expres- 
sion both m Gn 3 and in the Babylonian Adapa 
myth. The Hebrews, however, went farther than 
the Babylonians. In the period after 200 B.C. 
they developed a faith in a resurrection to a happy 
life on the earth for 600 years (Enoch, x. 10), and 
then to an eternal life (Dn 12^'^). This faith was 
taken over by Muhammad, who apparently lind no 
question either as to the eternity of tlie bliss of 
the riKhteous or os to the torment of the wicked.' 

z. Traditions of long life. — Among both the 
Hebrews and the Babylonians traditions were 
cherished that early men lived much longer than 
the average of human life in the historic period. 
The Hebrew tradition is embodied in Gn 6, and is 
familiar to all. Most of the antediluvian pat^ 
archs were believed to have lived_ more than flw 
years each. A Babylonian tablet in Philadelphia 

J H. V. Hilprccht, Old Babylonian Intcripliom, Phlladclphfa, 
1833-08, no. 83, reverse, lines 16-20. 

" Cf. J. H. Breasted, Development of Religion and TAOugM in 
Aneienf HjU'pf, New York, 1912, p. 235 ff. r/v 

s Cf. Breasted, BUt. of Egypt^, ^ew York, 1009, pp. 

< See G, Steindorff, Religion of the Ancient Egypnent, ^ew 
York, 1905, p. 115 ff.; Breasted, Development of Jlehgion ana 
Thought, lectures IL-v., vill. 
s See, e.g., Qur’in, xxll, 20fr., Iv. 60ff. 
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contains a list of Babylonian kings who are said to 
have ruled for a like large number of years. They 
are as follows ; 

Babtloniak Kikqs. 

Galumum, BOO (?) years. 

Zucagib, 840 (?) years. 

Anpi (perhaps read Adm6), 

720 years. 

Etana, the shepherd who 
went to heaven, 635 years. 

PiViham, 350 years. 

Enmennunna, 611 years. 

Uelamklah, 900 years. 

Barsalnunna, 1200 years. 


GUgamesh, 125 years. 

It is the present writer’s belief that the antediluvian 
patriarchs of Gn 6 are transformations of some of 
these names, “ but in any event the names are 
evidence that the Babylonians shared the belief 
that early men lived exceedingly long lives. Later 
Babylonian tradition, as represented by Berossos, 
increased the length of the reigns of antediluvian 
Icings to many thousands of years each. Among 
the Hebrews it was believed that the average age 
of man was gradually reduced. Thus Shem is 
said to have lived 600 years ; Arpachshad, 438 
years ; Shelah, 433 years ; Eber, 464 years ; Peleg, 
239 years; Eeu, 239 years; Serug, 230 years; 
Nahor, 148 years ; Terah, 205 years Abraham, 175 
years Sarah, 127 years;® Jacob, 147 
Joseph, 110 years;’ and Moses, 120 years.® The 
belief in these ages, which are all found in the 
P document, was doubtless caused by Babylonian 
influence. A very early tradition embodied in the 
J document fixes the age of man at 120 years 
(Gn 6®). The ages reported in the OT after the 
settlement in Palestine were of normal length. 
The belief that in the earlier time, the Golden Age 
of humanity, men lived to such great ages is 
eloquent testimony to the value which the Semites 

attached to old age. r, ...• i ■ 

3. Honours of age. — Among all Semitic people 
great honour has been given to old men. Tins 
arose in part from the patriarchal honours paid 
to the head of a family and in part from the 
semi-democratic organization of the _ clans. In 
Semitic patriarchal society sons married young, 
and brought their wives to the house of their 
father or grandfather, and the patriarch directed 
the fortunes of his descendants as long as ne 
lived. The solidarity of the family made him 
alone responsible. The whole family was held 
guilty for bis deeds. Thus Achan’s family were 
all put to death for his sin (Jos 7). Similarly, the 
head of a family was responsible for the conduct 
of its members. Thus in Babylonia we hear of a 
woman, Belilit, the head of a family, who brought a 
suit to compel the payment of a debt, fhe debtor 
was able to exhibit receipts, showing that he had 
paid the money to her two sons, who were, ap- 
parently, grown men; the sons had embezzled the 
money, isuch was the solidarity of the Babylonian 
family, however, that Belilit was fined an amount 
equal to the debt which she had sought to collect. 
Such conditions led naturally to the honouring of 
old men, as well as to the belief that they were 


Hebrew Tramtios. 
Adam, 930 years. 

Seth, 912 years. 

Enosh, 905 years. 
Kenan, 910 years. 
Mahalalel, 895 years. 
Jared, 862 years. 
Enoch, 365 years. 
Methuselah, 969 years. 
Lamech, 777 years. 
Noah, 960 years.l 


1 Tr. from A. Poebel, Uistorical and Grammatical Texts (= 
Publications of the Babylonian Section of fbe University 
Museum of the University of Pennsylvania, v.), Fhiladeli>hia. 
1914. no. S. Poebel has translated the tablet in i/istoncat 
Texts (=i'l>. iv.), p. ISC., but the writer’s rendering differs from 
Poebel’s in a number of points. , . , , j 

3 G A. Barton, djjL xxxiv. [1016], and Areha-ologv and the 
Bible, Philadelphia, 1916, pt li. cb. viii. 

3 See Gn 111*-. 

s Gn 231. 6 On 4^ 

7 Qjj 5020, " Dt 847, 

» Sec Babylonian and Assyrian Literature, ed. B. F. Harper, 
New York, 1901, p. 270. Cf. also Ezk 18. 


wiser than their juniors. Thus in the hook of Joh 
Elihu said : 

‘ I am young, and ye are very old ; 

Wherefore I held hack, and durst not shew you mine opinion. 

I said. Days should speak. 

And multitude of years should teach wisdom ’ (324t). 
Earlier in the book Eliphaz has said : 

‘ What knowest thou, that w-e know not? 

What understandest thou, which is not in us ? 

With us are both the grayheaded and the very aged men, 

Much elder than thy father’ (1551-). 

It was, as some scholars think, in part because of 
Job’s age that he received the honours described 
in 29’®'', though the honour paid him by other old 
men was doubtless on account of his wealth and 
charity. He says : 

' IVhen I went forth to the gate unto the city. 

When I prepared my scat in the street. 

The young men saw me and hid themselves, 

And the aged rose up and stood ; 

The princes refrained talking. 

And laid their hand on their mouth ; 

•The voice of the nobles was hushed, 

And their tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth ' (297-it). 

Since such honours were paid to old men of 
wealth and character, it was natural to conceive of 
God as the Supreme Old Man. Thus in Daniel 
God is called ‘ Ancient of Days ’ [l ^- ■■'), and in the 
Enoch parables He is several times referred to as 
the ‘ Head of Days,’ ’ apparently because He was 
conceived as a venerable Being with white hair 
like an old man. 

4. Government by old men. — Among all the 
Semitic clans the government was in the hands of 
old men or of an old man. This was the natural 
outcome of the honour in which old men were held. 
The Arabic term for chieftain is to this day shaikh, 
which means ‘old man.’ In the 0_T there is 
abundant evidence that in the settled life of Israel 
the government of the cities was in the hands of 
the old men; the ‘elders’’ as rulers are referred 
to more than a hundred times (c.g., see Dt 21’' •• *). 
That this government was known among the 
Semites of Babylonia appears from a contract 
which mentions the ‘ city and elders’ as the source 
of legal authority.® Similar testimony is supplied 
by the Code of Hammurabi, in which_ mu, or 
grey-haired men, '"are frequently mentioned as 
witnesses (see §§ 10, 13, etc.). In one of the 
sections erased from the pillar found at Snsa, 
but recently recovered in a copy of tlie_ Code from 
Nippur, they appear in a capacity similar to that 
of the OT elders. The passage reads : 

• If a man borrow grain or money from a merchant and for 
payment has no grain or money, whatever is In his hand, in the 
presence of the elders, he shall give to the merchant in place of 
the debt ; the merchant shali not refuse it ; he shall receive it’ 4 

Doubtless the Semitic custom of transacting 
important business in the presence of the elders led 
to the employment of mu in Babylonia in the 
sense of ‘ witness.’ 

5. Decay in old age. — Late Semitic thought 
became reflective, and, where not illumined by the 
hope of a bright hereafter, it lost its deligut in 
old age. Thus Qoheletb says (Ee in'*-) : 

‘ Put away vexation from thy heart 
And remove misery from thy flesh, — 

For youth and prime are vanity. 

While the evil days come not. 

Nor approach the years of which thou shalt say 
I have in them no pleasure ; 

While the sun be not darkened. 

Nor the light and moon and stars, 

Nor the clouds return after rain. 


1 Sec Enoch, xlvl. 1, xlvii. 3, xlviii. 2, etc- 

BCf. Elder (Semitic), vol. v. p. 253 fl. ; also HOB and SDB, 
S.V. ‘ Elder (in OT).' 

3 Published in F. Thureau-Dangin, Lettres ei conlrats de 
r/poque de la premitre dynastic babylonienne, Paris, 1910, no. 
232, and tr. in if. Schorr, Vrkunden des allbabylonisehen 
Zivil. imd Eroressreehts, I.eipzig, 1913, no. 265. 

4 Published in Poebel, Historical and Grammatical Texts, 
and tr. Barton. AJSL xxxl. [1915] 225. 
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In the day when the keepers ot the house shall tremble 
And the men of valor bend themselves, 

And the crinding-maids cease because they are lew. 

And the ladies who look out of the windows are darkened, 
And the doors on the street are shut 
AVhen the sound of the mill is low. 

And he shall rise at the voice ot the bird. 

And all the daughters of song are prostrate, — 

Also he is afraid of a height. 

And terror is on the road. 

And the almond-tree blooms. 

And the grasshopper is burdensome, 

And the caper-berry is made ineffectual. 

For man goes to his eternal house. 

And the mourners go around the street ; — 

While the silver cord is notsevered. 

Nor the golden bowl broken, 

Nor the water-jar be shattered at the spring. 

Nor the wheel broken at the cistern. 

And the dust shall return to the earth as it was, 

And the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.’l 

In this passage the decay of the powers in old age 
is allegorically described, and the description 
shows that to its author old age had lost its charm.^ 
Kindred to this is a line in the Muallaqat of 
Zuhair : 

•1 have grown weary of the troubles of life, and he who attains 
To eighty years will grow wear}-, or mayest thou become 
fatherless ! ' 3 

The recognition of the joylessness of age and the 
swiftness of approaching death led Qoheleth to 
urge the enjoyment of life while possible. In 
addition to the passage quoted, Ec 9^-^° may he 
compared. This view had been reached by Baby- 
lonians and Egyptians much earlier. A fragment 
of the Gilgamesh epic reads : 

‘ Since the gods created man. 

Death they ordained for man. 

Life in their hands they hold. 

Thou, 0 Gilgamesh, fill indeed thy belly. 

Day and night be thou joyful. 

Daily ordain gladness. 

Day and night rage and make merrj’. 

Let thy garments be bright, 

Thy head purify, wash with water ; 

Desire thy ohiidren, which thy hand possesses, 

A wife enjoy In thy bosom.' < 

Similarly an Egyptian poet, probably of the 
Middle Kingdom, wrote : 

‘ Put spices upon thy head 1 
Let thy clothing be byesus 
Expensively dyed 

In observance ot the divine behests 1 
Outdo thy past joyousness 1 
Let not thy heart be anxious I 
Accomplish thy earthly affairs 
According to the desire of thy heart 1 
To thee -will come that day of lamentation, 

When a paralyzed heart hears not their -wailing. 

Not with wine can one compel 

The heart-beat of the man in the grave.’ 3 

Not all Egyptian poets looked at the approach 
of death in this way. Another, who felt the 
joylessness of life, composed a poem on death 
which Breasted has entitled ‘ Death a glad release.’ 
Each stanza expresses by means of a different 
figure how gladly the writer welcomes death. He 
concludes : 

‘ Death Is before me to-day 
As a man longs to see bis bouse 
■When he has spent years in captivity.'® 

Liteuature. — A uthorities have been fully cited in the article. 

George A. Barton. 

OLD AGE (Teutonic). — It seems as if the 
custom of putting the aged and infirm to death, or 
of allowing them to commit suicide, must have 

1 Quoted from Barton’s tr. in ICC, ‘Ecclesiastes,’ Edinburgh, 
1908. 

3 The passage has been differently interpreted by different 
scholars. For a summary ol these opinions cf. Barton ‘ Ecclesi- 
astes,’ ad loe. 

s See F. E. Johnson, Es-tab'a al-mu'ataidt, Tht Seven Poems 
suspended in the Temple at Mecca, London, 1694, p. 83, line 47. 

4 Published by B. ileissner, M FG vU. [1002] {., quoted by 
Barton, ‘ Ecclesiastes,’ p. 162. 

® Tr. from the German of W. Max MQUer, Die Ijiebespcesie der 
alien igvpler, Leipzig, 1699, p. SO. 

« Sec Breasted, development of Eeligion and Thought, p. 195. 


been prevalent among the Teutonic races in early 
times. Procopins ^ t^s us that a peculiarity of the 
Enili (the latest of the Germanic tribes described 
by him to accept Christianity) was their practice 
of putting the aged to death. It behoved any one 
overtaken by a^e or disease to ask his relatives to 
put an end to his life. He was thereupon placed 
on a funeral pyre, and a man not of his kin stabbed 
him to death -with a dagger, after which the pyre 
was kindled. In the light of this passage the 
Scandinavian rite of marking a dyin^ man with 
the point of a javelin to dedicate mm to 05in 
may well be a survival from earlier times, wlien 
the sick man was actually put to death (H. 5L 
Chad-wick, The Cult of Othin, London, 1899, 
p. 34). 

It seems to have been a custom among several 
Teutonic races for the aged to commit suicide 
by casting themselves over precipices. It is 
mentioned in the late Gautreks Saga (ch. i.) as 
regularly adopted by the members of a mythical 
Swedish family on the approach of a"e, to relieve 
i their descendants from the burden of tlieir support, 
and the historian Geijer maintains that the names 
of many cliffs in Siveden testify to some such 
custom. Bede^ mentions a similar method of self- 
destruction during a famine in Sussex, and the 
elder Pliny ’ speaks of it as a form of suicide usual 
amon" the Hyperboreans on the approach of age. 
In Iceland we can see the custom gradually falling 
into desuetude. It is reported that some men 
cast their aged kinsmen over clifl's in a famine 
in A.D. 976 ; but, though the sagas occasionally 
mention that the suggestion of putting the aged 
and infirm to death, or of letting them starve, was 
made under stress of famine, we liear of no other 
case of the proposal being actually carried out.^ 
The practice of exposing infants long outlasted 
that of killing the aged. The last trace of any 
such method of disposing of adulte unable to 
support themselves is found some time after the 
introduction of Christianity in Norway in the law 
which enacts that freedmen and freedwonien in 
want shall be placed in a hole dug in the grave- 
yard and left to die. 

A people like the early Scandinavians, who 
considered it a dishonour to die of disease or age 
instead of in battle, -would not he likely to hold 
the aged in high honour; but in the period of 
which most of tue sagas treat the old are usually 
treated -ivith respect, and oocasionallv looked im to 
for their -wdsdom and experience. The god 05in 
is thought of as old, and is represented in a poem 
as advising his listener to heed the -ivords ot the 
aged. 

Lr/ERATOHE. — See the eourees cited throughoat. 

B. S. PlIILLFOTTS. 

OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS IN 
MUHAMMADANISM. — i. Introduction. — 
There appears to be no evidence that any portions 
of the Bible were accessible in Arabic before the 
prophet Muhammad’s time. This is strange, since 
Christianity had already been accepted by numer- 
ous tribes in both N. and S. Arabia, and the tra- 
dition connects the origin of the modera Arabic 
script with the Christian State of Hira ; con- 
ceivably, liowever, the closely allied Synao and 
Ethiopic dialects may have been considered sufli- 
ciently near these idioms respectively to permit ol 
versions in them serving instead of copiM in the 
vernacular. Indeed, here and there both the 
Qnr’fin and the Tradition exhibit phrases which owe 
their origin to one or other of these translations, 
and of which the sense has sometimes escaped the 
native commentators ; thus the apostles are called 


! Bell. Goth. ii. i. SDDIv. 13. „ 

. Saxo, Gesta Danorum, cd. A. Holder, Straistur?, 
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hmodnyyiln (Ethiopic), ■which the commentators 
render ‘fullers’ ; the name maslh (Syriac msMhd, 
‘Christ’) is thought to mean ‘wanderer’; the 
Syriac hdl, ‘ sand,’ occurs in a tradition about the 
Red Sea (Ibn Uanbal, Musnad, Cairo, 1313, i. 
245) ; oxiAfurqan, ‘salvation’ (Syriac), is supposed 
to mean ‘ discrimination.’ It seems clear that, had 
there been an Arabic version of the Bible at the 
time, either the sense of these technicalities -would 
have been preserved or Arabic expressions -would 
have been employed to represent them. On the 
rare occasions on -which tlie Qur’an quotes the 
Bible, the nature of the quotation is not such as 
to suggest that it -was derived from aversion in the 
same language. There is a tradition that, when 
Muhammad came to Medina and came in conflict 
with the Jews, a member of the latter community 
prepared a translation of ‘ the TOrah ’ in order to 
convince the Prophet’s followers that his accounts 
of its contents were untrustworthy; they were 
not, however, allowed to peruse it. The earliest 
Biblical quotation found in Arabic literature out- 
side the Quran is in Ibn Ishaq’s biography of the 
Prophet (ed. F. Wiistenfeld, Das Leben Moham- 
mcds, Gottingen, 1858, p. 150), viz. Jn 15“-16* ; 
this appears to be translated from the Pales- 
tinian Syriac version, whence the rendering mnah- 
mana is quoted for the Greek TapiKXyros. The 
word doubtless means ‘ comforter,’ and is -wrongly 
rendered ‘ praised ’ by Ibn Ishaq. 

Since prosely tism among Muslims was never per- 
mitted in Muslim States, translations of the Bible 
into Arabic were not made with that object in 
mediseval times ; a demand arose for them among 
the Christian and the Jewish communities when 
the language of the Muslim coimuerors had been 
adopted by the former in Syria, Egypt, N. Africa, 
and elsewliere. Yet, if the Arabic bibliography 
called Fihrist is to be believed, one Ahmad b. 
Abdallah b. Salara translated the whole Bible from 
Hebrew and Greek into Arabic for the library 
of Harhn al-RashId (786-809) ; he also rendered 
the Sabian books from the Sabian language. 
We know from other sources that translation was 
carried on at this sovereign’s court on a great scale, 
whence it is highly probable that this enterprise 
was either ordered or encouraged. The translator 

f ives a fe-w words of Hebrew in order to illustrate 
is method of translation, but they are not actually 
taken from the Bible. Possibly we have the first 
chapter of Genesis in this translation in Mutahhar 
b. Tahir’s Kitdb al-bad’ wa.’l-ta’rikh (ed. C. Huart, 
Le Livre de la criationet de I’histoirc, Paris, 1901, 
ii. 3), since Abdallah b. Salam is quoted in the 
immediate neighbourhood, and the substitution of 
the father’s name for the son’s would be a pardon- 
able slip. The OT was often revised or retrans- 
lated, and so also was the NT. 

The canon given by Ahmad b. Abdallah is curious, 
as it gives the number of ‘ revealed books ’ as 104, 
commencing with the book of Adam, and proceed- 
ing to those of Seth, Enoch, and Abraham ; the 
only others mentioned are those of Moses and 
Da-vid. According to A. Sprenger, Das Lcbcn nnd 
die Lehre des MoTianimad, BerliUj 1869, i. 49, Ibn 
Munajjim, in 231 A.H., made a list of the canoni- 
cal Scriptures of the OT and the NT. The phrist 
(377 A.H.) contains a list both of the Jewish nnd 
of the Christian Scriptures. 

2. Place in the Prophet’s teaching. — The Qur’an 
repentedl}' claims that it ‘ confirms what was before 
it,’ nnd occasionally gives the names of the books 
to which this phrase applies. These are the Rolls 
of Abraham and 3Toses, theFirst Rolls, the TaurSt, 
the Infl, the Zubur, and the Furqan. There is 
no difliculty in identifying the four last names 
respectivcl}’- with the Tdrfih, the Enangelion, the 
Mazmurc (Syriac name for the Psalms), nnd the 
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Praqim (a Rabbinical treatise. Sayings of the Jew- 
ish Fathers ) ; but the process by which they have 
assumed these forms is not perfectly clear ; popular 
etymology has probably influenced them all, and, 
indeed, £-abic etymologies are offered for all four 
words b^ those who maintain that the language of 
the Qur an has no foreign elements. 

Though actual quotation from these works is 
unusual, a great deal of the matter which occupies 
the pages of the Qur’an is reproduction of the 
Biblical narratives ; being obtained from hearsay, 
these reproductions are inaccurate, mixed up with 
apocryphal matter, vague, destitute of chronology, 
and contradictory. The Qur’an appears to contain 
Biblical narratives delivered by the Prophet at all 
periods of his career ; in these errors are at times 
corrected, or difficulties explained away, yet it is 
not clear that the writer’s command of his snbject 
was at any one time greater than at any other. 

In the Prophet’s mography we can trace the 
difference of the standard by which his utterances 
on these subjects were judged at difierent times. 
In a pagan prophet, endeavouring to convert his 
countrymen to monotheism, a very little knowledge 
ivas thought remarkable ; hence we may well be- 
lieve that siirah xix., when communicated to the 
Abyssinian king, as an apology for the Muslim 
refugees, won high approval ; it certainly displayed 
some acquaintance with the OT and NT, and the 
slip by which the Virgin Mary is addressed as 
‘Sister of Aaron’ may have seemed pardonable, 
like Vergil’s ‘Inarinie.’ When, however, Muham- 
mad claimed to lecture Jews and Christians on their 
sacred history, a very difierent standard was ap- 
plied ; and the discussions between the Prophet 
and the Jews after the migration to Medina led to 
stormy scenes. The diflerences between their 
respective versions of the Biblical narratives were 
explained by Muhammad as due to deliberate cor- 
ruption of the text by the Jews (ii. 75, v. 44, iv. 45). 

The way in which the Bible was utilized by 
Muhammad determined the attitude which his 
followers have ever since assumed towards it. That 
attitude is necessarily one-sided ; the older Scrip- 
tures may be employed in defence of Islam, but 
not to its detriment ; an appeal was made to them 
when evidence was required that the matter which 
the Prophet claimed to have received by revelation 
was veracious ; but, when they ivere cited in 
order to expose his errors, they were not to be 
heard. The formula employed by some Muslim 
theologians, according to which the earlier Scrip- 
tures require confirmation from the Qur’an, ex- 
presses this principle very clearly. Hence, when 
the evidence of the Qur’an is quoted in favour of 
the earlier Scriptures, the Muslim controversialist 
replies that he recognizes them only to the extent 
to which the Qur’an attests them. The famous 
Mu'tazilite Abu’l-Hudhail (t 220 A.H.) is com- 
mended for having silenced a Jew thus (Jauzi, 
Kitdb al-Adhkiya, Cairo, 1306, p. 95). 

The tradition ascribes to Muhammad not a few 
quotations of Biblical passages which are not 
utilized in the Qur’an. So, according to Bukhari 
(cd. L. Krehl, Leyden, n.d., ii. 224), he told his 
followers to shoot because their father Ishmacl was 
a shot (Gn 21'“). He told (according to the same 
author, ii. 280) the story of the sun standing still, 
though without the name of Joshua, and com- 
bined -with this the enactment of Dt 20^L In the 
Ilusnad of Ibn Ranbal (vi. 21) he recommends 
the Lord’s Prayer ns a spell. Certain aphorisms 
which belong to Ecclesiasticns are ascribed to him 
in these collections. The Qur’an itself, besides 
reproducing Biblical narratives, at times cxpre.sses 
itself in decidedly Biblical language, nnd the same 
is true of matter embodied in the books of tradi- 
tion. 
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3 . Use of the Bible by historians. — The study of 
history is, on the whole, popular in Islam, and, 
although it is chiefly occupied with the national 
vicissitudes, the need for locating these in the 
history of the world has led to a certain amount 
of research — sometimes of a highly creditable kind 
— into the records of other communities. Since 
the Qur’an claims to be a development of the 
Biblical revelations, it was considered on the whole 
proper to obtain pre-Islamic history from the latter, 
corrected, of course, from the statements of tlie 
Qur’an. Those writers, then, who composed uni- 
versal histories after the rise of secular prosaic 
literature, or who compiled compendia of the 
same, utilized the OT and NT Scriptures for their 
purpose on those conditions. Works of this sort 
are the Chronicle of Ya'qub! (250 A.H.), the 
Historical Handbook of Ibn Qutaiba (1270), and 
the Chronicle of 'Tabari (fSlO). The first and 
second of these evidently quote at first hand. A 
remarkable work in a kindred field is the Chronol- 
ogy of Ancient Nations by al-Biruni (f after 422), in 
which the differences between the chronologies of 
the Hebrew, the LXX, and the Samaritan copies 
of the Pentateuch are tabulated. Somewhat 
earlier is the summary of Israelitish chronology 
published by ^amzah of Isfahan ; he got it in the 
year 920 from a Jew in Baghdad, who knew by 
heart twelve Biblical books, whose names are 
somewhat disfigured in the Arabic transliteration. 
It is not probable that these extracts ever appealed 
to large circles of Muslims before imitation of 
European modes of education became popular. 
Hence allusions to Biblical history are rarely made, 
and would not be expected to be understood. 

4 . Use by preachers. — ^Although the extent to 
which the Sfifi movement was influenced by Christ- 
ianity is apt to be exaggerated, it seems clear 
that there was often identity of aim between the 
Christian and the Muslim preachers, and that the 
latter found valuable material in both Testaments. 
Thus the earliest Sufi ivriter, Muhusibi (t 243), 
uses the parable of the Sower; numerous quota- 
tions from Biblical books (sometimes cited as al - , 
Israeliyyat) are to be found in the Qut al-gulub | 
of Abu Talib al-Mekki (t 386), some of whicli can j 
be identified with texts in the canonical books, 
whereas others are clearly apocryphal. The OT 
(Isaiah) is also used in the Mukashafat al-gxdub of j 
Ghszali (f 505), probably at second hand, since the j 
quocation is very much amplified. Such quota- j 
tions are much less common in the works of the 
mystical (as opposed to the homiletic) Sufis, yet it 
is noticeable tliat in the most famous of the former, 
the Fusti? al-Hikam of Ibn al-'Arabi (A.H. 627), 
the Biblical account of the sacrifice of Abraham, 
according to which Isaac was the victim, is pre- 
ferred to that ordinarily got from the Quran, 
which makes the victim Ishmael ; and in the 
commentary on this work by Dawud al-Qaisari 
(t 751 ; Bombay, 1300, p. 71) Jn 14-=* is cited as the 
saying of ‘ the revealer of the div'ine secrets, the 
seal of the universal saintship.’ 

5 . Use in Qur’anic exegesis. — The employment 
of the Bible for the elucidation of the Qur'an is 
not ordinarily approved ; and, indeed, one of the 
charges brought against hluhammad b. Ishaq, the 
Prophet’s biograjfiier, is that he adopted this 
practice (Yfiqut, Diet, of Learned Men, ed. D. S. 
Margoliouth, London, 1913, vi. 401); a cert.ain 
amount of Biblic.al matter has, however, got into 
the most orthodox commentaries, chiefly, it is 
supposed, through Ka'b al-Ahbar and Wahb b. 
Munabbih, savants of the first Islamic century. 
Thus Baidawi inserts in his commentary on surah 
iii. a genealogy which is taken from that prefixed 
to tiie First Gospel. First-hand employment of 
the Gospels is found in the commentary of Fakhr 


al-din al-Kazi (t 606), who chiefly employs that of 
John. His references are respectful, bub he does 
not attempt to harmonize the conflicting state- 
ments. In quite recent times, oiring to the spread 
of European education and, -with it, of acquaintance 
irith the contents of the Bible, endeavours to 
explain the discrepancies between it and the Qiir’fin 
and to justify the assertions of the latter have 
been made on a mucii more considerable scale. 
The late Egyptian Mufti Muhammad Abdo and 
his disciple Muhammad Eashid Eida have done 
more than others in this line, and have come nearer 
the European treatment of this subject than their 
predecessors. 

6 . Use by controversialists. — Although conver- 
sion from Islam to other religions was not tolerated 
in any Muslim State, and conversion to Islam was 
usually effected by other methods than reasoning, 
the fact of_ members of different religious com- 
munities mixing on nearly equal terras in lecture- 
rooms_ and debating-societies in Baghdad and other 
Islamic capitals naturally led to religious contro- 
versy ; and it was hard to keep it out of discussions 
on logic or even geometry. Hence works profess- 
ing to refute the Jewish and Christian systems 
were produced in a fairly constant series during the 
'Abbasid Khalifate, and thence to our own time. 
In order to attack these systems with success it 
was necessary to study the Scriptures to a certain 
extent, and some of the controversialists took 
considerable pains in the matter. The Prophet’s 
method is generally adopted, but the degree varies 
very much. The Spanish Ziihirite Ibn Bazm (t456) 
goes the length of treating the OT and NT as 
impudent forgeries ; he denies that we even know 
the names of the apostles. His studies in the 
Pentateuch led him to anticipate some of the 
objections urged by modern critics— e.g., J. W. 
Colenso. In the polemical work of the Syrian Ibn 
Tainilyyah (t 728) a much more moderate view is 
taken. He urges, indeed, that the only prophets 
knoivn to the Muslims are those mentioned in the 
Qur’an, and that, as the stream cannot rise liigher 
tJian the source, belief in these implies belief in 
JIuhamraad ; but he is disposed to think that the 
alterations which the Scriptures have undergone 
are not very considerable, and he finds a whole 
series of predictions concerning Muhammad in the 
book of Isaiah ; and this more nearly approaches 
the general practice of the controversialists. For 
the number of passages in the OT and NT which 
can be interpreted as predictions of the Muslim 
prophet is very large ; and, in order that these 
may be utilized, a certain amount of authority 
must be granted the works which contain them. 
With some of these iiTiters there is a tacit assump- 
tion that Arabic is the original language of the 
Scriptures ; and it is sometimes said that the 
Cliristian doctrine of the Sonship of Christ is due 
to the misplacing of points in Ps 2^, the words 
anta nabi (‘Thou art a prophet’) having been 
misread anta bunayya ( ‘ Thou art my Son ’) ! 

7 . Use for guidance. — ^The question is discussed 
in treatises on the principles of jurisprudence 
‘whether we are bound by the codes of our pre- 
decessors,’ and, though it might seem that only 
parts of the OT and NT had been abrogated, the 
doctrine of interpolation renders the use of tiio 
existing Bible improper in the minds of Muslim 
authorities ; in practice, then, it does not count as 
a source of law, and reference to it is not approved 
by legal authorities. 

The most curious case recorded In Ish^mic hlstoir of resort 
to the Bible for a-ssist-ance in an cmerpency is that of one 
'Umar b. Bilal n!-Asadi, who was a-sked by the Umayvaa 
Khalitah 'Abd al-JIalik (CSi-703) to cITect a rcconcdiation 
between himself and bis queen, 'Atika. 

borrowed the expedient of the • wise woman in 2 S It---, ana 
told the tame story about his two eons, but dex’lated tujuuy 
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from the precedent in inducing the queen to intercede with 
the Khalitah that the execution of the supposed murderer 
should not be carried out (Aghdni, Cairo, 1285, ii. 140). 

Cases of this kind are veiy rare ; and it is not 
probable that, outside the group of specialists 
noticed, reading of the Bible was ever common 
among Muslims. 

8. Biblical forgeries. — ^The theory having been 
accepted that the books in the hands of Jews and 
Christians are forgeries, it seemed desirable to 
supply the missing revealed books ; and there are a 
certain number of compositions of this sort in exist- 
ence, which adopt the literary form of the Qur’an, 
in which the Deity addresses the prophet in rhym- 
ing sentences. A spurious Psalter of this kind is 
described by S. M. Zwemer in T^e Moslem World, 
V. [1915] 399-403, Sprenger (i. 51) claims to have 
discovered a fragment of the Holls of Abraham 
mentioned in the Qur’an, which doubtless is a 
fabrication meant to replace them. He quotes 
Ibn Munajjim (t 300) for the identity of a work 
called Sham’ ata, in the hands of the Jews but not 
of the Christians, with the Bolls of Abraham and 
Moses. There is naturally no difficulty in recog- 
nizing in this the Talmud, which often uses the 
word quoted of its contents. In the Qut al-qulub 
there is a quotation from the ‘Surah of Yearning’ 
in the TOrSh, which the author Abu Talib al-Mekki 
had himself read ; in it the Deity taunts the 
reader with neglect of His communications, whereas 
he would' stop his business in order to read a letter 
from a friend. This author appears to have had 
access to several apocryphal collections of this 
kind. 

Probably the most remarkable among these 
apocrypha is the Gospel of Barnabas, which, after 
it had been occasionally mentioned for some centu- 
ries, was edited in Italian and English from aVienna 
MS by Lonsdale and Laura Ragg, Oxford, 1907. 
Its date is acutely fixed by the editors for A.D. 
1500-50 from the mention of ‘Jubilee celebrated 
every hundred years ’ ; and, though the Arabic 
scribblings on the marmn of the MS suggest that 
Arabic was the original language, the editors are 
probably right in rejecting this opinion and sup- 
posing the Italian to be the original ; it seems 
that a Spanish copy also existed at one time. The 
work, immediately after its appearance in English, 
was translated ink) Arabic for use in anti-Christian 
controversy ; but no reference to its existence in 
Arabic before that date has been discovered in any 
Islamic writer. 

Besides apocryphal documents a considerable 
amount of matter of a similar kind collected round 
the names of those prophets who are mentioned in 
the Qur’an ; tales of this sort were invented by 
preachers, and then circulated. Several collections 
were made bearing the name Qi^as al-Anbiyd, 
‘Tales of the Prophets ’ ; the most popular is the 
'Ardis al-Majalis of Tha'ulibi (t 427 _A.H.), which 
has been translated into other Islamic languages. 
Much similar matter is to be found in the relioous 
poetry of the Persians — e.g., the Biistan of Sa'di 
and the Mathnam of Jalal al-din Rumi. 

LiTERATDiiE. — H. Preserved Smith, Tht Bilte and Islam, 
New York, 1897; A, Geigrer, tVas hat Mohammed axis dem 
Judenthum axifgenomment, Bonn, 1833, SLelpzip, 1002; G. 
Weil, Bibtische Legenden der Muselmdnner, Frankfort, 1845 ; 
M. Lidzbarski, Depropheticis, guce dicxinlxtr, legendxs arabicis, 
Leipzig, 1893. D. S. MARGOLIOUTH. 

OLD CATHOLICISM.— Old Catholicism is 
the modern revival of Catholicism as it was under- 
stood in the first centuries— not an attempt to 
perpetuate the faults either of doctrines or of 
works, revealed b 3 ’ historj' in the Christian Church 
of the early centuries, but an endeavour, on the 
part of its supporters, while conforming to their 
own times and their oivn countries, to be guided 
by the spirit of Christ, their only leader, and to 


labour, by this spirit, to put an end to the 
imperfections and vices that have defiled the 
Church in the course of time. 

They are called ‘ Old,’ not to disown the 
improvements which reason and the gospel declare 
to be necessary, but to show their fundamental 
dependence on Christ and His gospel. They iiave 
no intention whatever of founding a new religion 
or of joining one of the sects that dream of a 
fanciful Christiauity in the future ; but, faithful 
to the Church founded by Christ and preached by 
the apostles, as it appears in the books of the NT 
and in the Christian ■writings of the first centuries, 
they claim to live by the spirit of their fathers 
and the saints worshipped by their ancestors, and 
thus to unite the Christian past udth the Christian 
present and the Christian future. MTien they 
speak of the first centuries, they speak especially 
of the first three, but in thought they include the 
next five also, because, in reality, the Church of 
the first eight centuries, in spite of its turmoils 
and its numerous dissensions, succeeded in remain- 
ing one in both East and West. It was not until 
the 9th cent, that Pope Nicholas I. fell away from 
the Eastern Church and caused schism. Although 
they are Westerners, the Old Catholics do not 
accept the inheritance of the faults of this pope, 
and they claim to go further, by extending the 
hand to Christians of the East and inviting them 
to labour with them for the restoration of union 
between the Christian Churches of the East and 
the West. 

In this article we shall note (1) the occasion and 
origin of the Old Catholic movement ; (2) its 
aims ; (3) the results already attained ; and (4) its 
present condition and expectations. 

I. Occasion and origin.— Convinced long before 
the Vatican Council (1870) that the doctrines of 
papal infallibility and the universality of the juris- 
diction of the 'bishop of Rome over the Church 
were absolutely erroneous, the Old Catholics did 
not allow that the simple fact of the dogmatization 
of these two errors bj’ the pope and the majority 
of the Council was sufficient to transform them 
into truths — still less, divine truths ; and after, as 
before, the 18th of July, 1870, they rejected these 
two dogmas. It is hardly necessary to recall the 
proofs established by the Old Catholics of the 
falsity of these new dogmas — a falsity clearlj' 
shown up by the Scriptures, by universal tradition, 
by the history of the seven Ecumenical Councils, 
and by several other undoubted facts. None of 
these proofs has been seriously refuted by Roman 
Catholic theologians. The Old Catholics, there- 
fore, by rejecting these false dogmas, remained 
faithful to the Catholicism of the time before the 
Vatican Council ; they did not leave the Catholic 
Church to form a new Church ; they remained in 
the Catholic Church of which they had always 
formed a part, and they continued to set the 
‘ universal, unvarying, and unanimous ’ testimony 
of the Church in opposition to Roman innovations. 

This attitude and the theological works which 
they have had to produce to prove the truth of 
their cause have led them to discover a number of 
errors made by Roman theologians and trans- 
formed into dogmas in the course of the ages, so 
that the protest against the false dogmas of the 
18th of July, 1870, has logically incurred on their 
part_ the protest against all the false dogmas 
previously promulgated by the papacy (see especi- 
ally W. Giiettde, La Papavtl schtsmaiigne, Paris, 
18G3, and La PapaitU hMtigue, do. 1874, and E. 
Michaud, La Papautd antichritienne, do. 1873). 
This discoveiy of the errors of the Roman papacy 
from the Oth cent, to the present day, and in all 
the individual Churches under the jurisdiction of 
Rome, has given fresh impetus and considerable 
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importance to the Old Catholic movement. It is a 
complete history of Homan theology, re-made in 
accordance with authentic sources and contrary to 
the thousands of Roman falsifications pointed out 
recently hy the most eminent theologians of all 
the Cliurches, including even Roman theologians. 
We may say that these new publications— this 
veritable resurrection of ancient documents that 
were believed to be buried in darkness — have 
created a new situation and started a thorough 
reformation of so-called Catholic theology. 

This is a part of the work of the Old Catholics, 
but it is only one of their proposed aims. 

2 . Aims. — The chief aims may be reduced to 
three : {a) theological reform ; (b) ecclesiastical 
reform ; and (c) union of the Christian Churches. 

(a) Theological refold . — This reform was not 
undertaken arbitrarily; nor is it conducted by 
each theologian according to his personal opinions 
on each of the disputed questions. A strict method 
governs all their actions, a method which results 
especially in distinguishing dogma from theology 
— dogma, which is the word of Christ as it is 
recorded in the Gospels, from theology, which is 
the e.xplanation given by the apostles and scholars 
to secure the acceptance and practice of the 
precepts of Jesus Christ. Christ, being ‘ the way, 
the truth, and the life,’ is the only Scholar, the 
only Master; _He has declared it Himself to His 
disciples. It is therefore He alone who, as the 
only Mediator and Saviour, possesses the words of 
eternal life ; it is He alone who is tlie light of the 
world, and it is He alone who has the right to 
impose His doctrines, decrees, and dogmas on His 
•disciples. On the other hand, every disciple is 
entitled, and even duty-hound, to try to under- 
stand the dogmas of Christ, to see their depth and 
beauty, and to derive profit from them for the 
sanctification of his soul. Dogma is the divine 
truth which is taught by Christ ; theology is the 
explanation given by men — an explanation more 
or less luminous, which each one may judge 
according to the light of his reason, conscience, 
and knowledge : ‘ Prove all things ; hold fast that 
which is good ’ (1 Th 5”*). 

The distinction between dogma and theology is 
made by the application of the Catholic test to 
every disputed point. The test is the one so well 
epitomized by Vincent of Larins : ‘ What has been 
believed everywhere, always, and by all ’ the 
Cliristian Churches is Catholic (Commonitory, ii. 
[6]). The Catholic faith is the ‘ universal, unvary- 
ing, and unanimous ’ faith, because, even humanly 
speaking, all the Christian Churches cannot be 
making a mistake when they attest, as a fact, 
that they have always believed or not believed, 
from their very foundation, in the doctrine which 
the apostle-founders of their particular Church 
had taught them or not. It is not a question of 
settling an important discussion, but of making a 
simple statement of fact. As to the theological 
explanations which may be riven of the estab- 
lished doctrine, they depend, like all the explana- 
tions in this world, on reason, science, history, and 
all the knowledge which humanity has at its 
disposal. 

Thus faith and liberty are reconciled — the faith 
which depends not on any caprice or any school, 
but solely on the historical and objective testimony 
of the Churches ; and liberty of criticism or of 
reason, which, conscientiously speaking, belongs 
to the religious truth transmitted to all the 
Churches, to the best of the relippons interests of 
each Church. Thus the faith is a depository— a 
•depository of all the precepts confided by Jesus 
Christ to His disciples, a aepository which does j 
not belong exclusively to any one person, but to 
everybody, to the preservation of which all faithful i 


Churches carefully attend, so that none of it may 
be suppressed, and also that no foreign doctrine 
may be suiTeptitiously introduced into it (depositum 
enstodi). And theology is a science which, like all 
other sciences, belong to reason, to history, to 
criticism, and which also obeys fixed rules. 

It is therefore neither a bishop nor a priest nor 
a scholar that is entrusted with the preservation 
of dogma, but all bishops, all priests, all scliolara 
— in a word, all the faithful, members of the 
Church. Christ being the only Master of His 
Church, there is no other rule than His; it is 
sufficient to guard His doctrine and precepts. The 
Church was not instituted to found a religion other 
than that of Christ, but merely to preserve it and 
spread it throughout the world (‘ Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations’ [Mt 28'®]). Its mission is 
not to add to the dogmas of Christ, but only to 
preach them in order to sanctify the worm by 
them (‘ Teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you ’ [Mt 28®®]). The Church 
is therefore a guardian of the teachings and pre- 
cepts of Jesus Christ; its title, the ‘teaching’ 
Church, means, not that it has the right to teach 
any doctrines that it pleases, but that it is its 
duty to preach openly what Christ taught His 
disciples in secret. 

Real theological reform should consist in com- 
municating to all men the teachings of Jesus 
Christ, as they are collected in the Scriptures and 
recorded in the universal tradition of the Church — 
a tradition which also belongs to all the members 
of the Church. It is the duty of pastors and 
scholars to explain them, and it is the duty of 
each member to study the explanations which 
appear to him wisest and most useful ; the good 
sense and the Christian spirit that prevail in the 
Church are sufficient to ensure the finahtriumph 
of truth over error : ‘ Where two or throe are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them ’ {Mt 18®®). 

Since the Church is not a chair to which might 
be addressed all the questions that arise in tlie 
minds of the inquisitive and the imaginative, it is 
not obliged to solve them or to prevent men from 
discussing among themselves matters which neither 
God nor Christ has thought fit to make clear. It 
is the work of scholars to elucidate the mysteries 
of science ; the apostles have simply to preach the 
truths which Christ thought sufficient for the 
edification and sanctification of humanity.^ The 
fruitfulness of the faith does not consist in dis- 
covering new dogmas or in transforming the 
Church into a revealer, charged with completing 
the revelation made by Christ ; the faith is fruitful, 
it increases, it grows by the closeness of its adher- 
ence to the word of Christ, and not by tlie procla- 
mation of unknown dogmas. It is Christ alone 
who is the religious light and the religipus life of 
the world ; the Church must only be His humble 
servant. 

(b) Ecclesiastical reform . — ^This reform Bhonld 
con.sist in reminding the Church what Christ 
wished it to be. Christ established a hierarchy 
for the service of the faithful. That hierarchy, 
therefore, ought to serve, and not to rule. Its 
office is a ministry, and not an authority. There 
IB HO ivipcriitTtt in the Church of Clirist: * neither 
as lording it over the charge allotted to you 
(1 P 5®) ; and the obedience of the disciples must 
be reasonable, and not servile (Ro 12'). If any 
member wanted to be first, he had to be the first 
to serve his brothers, and not to give them orders— 
to feed the flock, i.e. to lead it into good pastures, 
and not to enslave it by false dogmas or exploit it 
by superstitions. The main duties of pa-stors am 
to arouse the conscience of the faithful, to enlighten 
it, to act as if each of them were another Christ: 
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‘ Christ liveth in me ’ (Gal 2^). Christ took a firm 
stand against the Pharisees of His day, but He 
did not charge any of His disciples to rebuke his 
brothers, still less to excommunicate them or curse 
them. 

The mission of the Church also is essentially 
relirious and spiritual. Christ did not give it any 
worldly and temporal authority ; He chose apostles 
and disciples only to lay the most strict duties on 
them, and thus to make examples of them for the 
flock. The early bishops or superintendents were 
only overseers, and not masters : ‘ for one is your 
Master’ (Mt 238). 

The primitive Church, then, was simply a 
gathering or reunion in which the first and only 
chief was, in the eyes of the faith, Christ Himself. 
Pastors and people simply formed a school, a body 
and a soul. This was the parish, and, if a dispute 
arose between any of the members, it was ‘ the 
Church ’ that restored peace ; ' Die Eeclesiae.’ 

Gradually bonds of brotherhood and charity 
were formed between the various local churches, 
and in this way synods came into being — special 
and very limited synods, before the idea of general 
councils was heard of. It is not only the idea of 
the true bishop, therefore, that has to be restored, 
but also that of the synod and the council. 
Because the so-called ecumenical council was 
believed to be the representation of the whole 
Church, it was soon confused with the Cliurch, 
and rights were assigned to it which the Church 
itself hardly possesses. Under the pretext that 
the council was, as it were, the supreme jurisdic- 
tion of the Church, this jurisdiction was made a 
universal and absolute jurisdiction, to which was 
soon joined the privilege of infallibility. The 
practical consequences resulting from tliia con- 
fusion and the numerous abuses arising from them 
to the detriment of the Church are well known. 

The Old Catholics are also engaged in restoring 
the true conceptions of pastor, bishop, synod, 
council, ecclesiastical authority, and even infalli- 
bility, according to the precise meaning of the 
Scriptures and according to ancient traditions. 
The constitution of the Church, they hold, is mon- 
archical only because Christ is its only monarch ; 
but, inasmuch as it is a society composed of men, 
the Church has been called from its very beginning 
a simple ‘ church,’ and it has been regarded in its 
universality, since the time when the question of 
universality arose, as a Christian ’republic.’ It 
would give a wrong idea of the early bishops to 
represent their action as an aristocratic govern- 
ment j the words of St. Peter himself are opposed 
to that. 

The episcopal see of Borne was not long in 
attaining a certain priority, Borne being the capital 
of the empire ; but it _wm merely a priorit 3 ' of 
honour, and not of jurisdiction. Christ did not 
appoint a master among His disciples. When Ho 
told Peter specially to feed His lambs and sheep, 
it was to restore to him the function of which he 
had proved unworthy, and of which he had been 
deprived in denj^ing Christ. As Peter repented, 
he deserved to be reinstated, and he was ; but it is 
a mistake to transform this reinstatement as a 
simple apostle into an exaltation above all the 
other apostles. The alteration of the constitution 
of the church was accomplished by Borne by 
means of grossly erroneous interpretations of 
texts ; the policy and the ambition of tlie bishops 
of Borne did the rest. 

Such is the spirit in which the Old Catholics 
have set about restoring the true conception of 
the Church and realizing tiie ecclesiastical reform 
claimed for such a long time ‘in capite et in 
membris.’ 

(c) Union of the Christian Churches . — This reform 


of the Church would have been very imperfect if 
it had not from tlie very beginning implied the 
re-establishment of union among the separate 
Churches. It has been rightly said that ‘ it is as 
diifieult to see Christ behind the Cliurch as to see 
the sun behind the darkness of night.’ From the 
very start of their work the Old Catholics have 
made it one of their aims to stud 3 ’’ means of reviv- 
ing _ this union. Their efibrts during their inter- 
national congresses, and their writings on this 
question in their Revue Internationale de thdologie 
(1893-1910), are well known ; great reconciliations 
have been effected among all the Churches that 
have taken part in these, and, if the union has not 
yet been sanctioned, it is becau^e there are still 
administrative obstacles to be overcome, and especi- 
ally prejudices of a hierarchical kind to be put clown 
— a matter of time, which more favourable social 
circumstances will undoubtedly help to bring to a 
successful issue. 

It is already apparent to all eyes that the ‘ union ’ 
aimed at is not the ‘ unity ’ which many had at 
first imagined ; that the latter is not necessary ; 
and that, moreover, it is impossible, considering the 
needs of various kinds which are prevalent among 
the nations and which form part of human nature 
itself. The chimera of a false unity being removed, 
matter-of-fact men will return to the real nature of 
spiritual union and of the ‘ bond of peace ’ (Eph 4®), 
which will be sufficient to form real Christian 
brotherhood throughout the world. 

A better understanding has already been reached 
as to the respects in which the Christian Clmrches 
ought to be one, and tlrose in which they ought to 
remain distinct and even different, in order to safe- 
guard the autonomy of each and all. Wlien all 
are one in loving one another, in working together 
for the social well-being, in banishing from their 
theology every trace of anthropomorphism and 
politics, in becoming more spiritually-minded after 
the pattern of Christ, and in establishing the reim 
of God in every individual conscience, then the 
union in question will be very near being declared ; 
‘that they may be one, even as we are one’ 
(Jn 17“). 

3 . Results attained.* — (a) Dogmatic. — Among 
the dogmatic results already attained by the Old 
Catholics we may mention the following : the rejec- 
tion and refutation of papal infallibUity and of the 
pope’s absolute and universal jurisdiction over the 
whole Church ; the rejection and refutation of the 
other false dogmas taught by Borne in the Syllabus 
and elsewhere; the re-establishment of the true 
idea of dogma, of its distinction from theological 
peculation ; the restoration in practice of the 
Catholic test: ‘\Vliat has been believed every- 
where, always, and by everybody is Catholic ’ ; the 
ruling that purely Western and papist councils are 
not Ecumenical Councils, the latter being only 
seven in number (325-787) ; the declaration of the 
orthodoxy of the Eastern Church, called the 
‘ Church of the seven Ecumenical Councils ’ because 
it has no other faith than that which was taught 
by them ; the bringing into prominence of the 
union of the Churches, which must be neither a sub- 
mission to the pope nor a neglect of dogma, but the 
maintenence or the autonomy of eacli individual 
Church in the universality of the whole Church. 

[b] Constitutional. — Of these we may mention : 
the reduction of the primacy of the pope to the 
simple degree of primus inter pares — a title which 
does not confer any authority on him, but which 
lays on him the duty of attending more carefully 
than any other bishop to the decisions of the Church, 
to wliich he is subordinate ; the binding of the 
pope to renounce every political vocation, and to 
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confine himself to his essentially religious voca- 
tion ; the return of the bishops to the simplicity 
of the early bishops, who were by no means 
prince-bishops, but wlio, simply elected by the 
members and the clergy, remained independent 
of the pope, and directed their dioceses in union 
with their synod ; the re-establishment of the simple 
worshipjjers in their rights as active members of 
the Church, who also attend to the guarding of the 
Church’s interests and the maintenance of its dis- 
cipline ; and the revival of national and autono- 
mous Churches, Catholic by the unity of their 
faith : ‘_una tides, unus Christus, unum baptisma.’ 

(c) Disciplinary. — Among disciplinary results 
are the following : the right of each individual 
Church to judge of the manner most useful to it- 
self of applying the canons of discipline fomulated 
in the provincial synods and the Ecumenical 
Councils; and the right of restoring among the 
clergy tlie choice of celibacy or marriage. 

{d) Liturgical . — The liturgical results are : the 
return of the proper idea of the sacraments, w’hich 
are neither empty symbols nor means of producing 
grace 'ex opere operate,’ but simply acts of wor- 
ship, in which Jesus Christ commimicates His grace 
to well-affected souls ; the revival of public peni- 
tence and the suppression of papal indulgences ; 
the return of tlie spiritual conception of the 
Eucb list, with rejection of material transubstan- 
tiatio/J as it was practised during the Middle Ages ; 
the celebration of w’orship in the national language 
of each country, as well as the free gift of all 
religious w’ork. 

(e)_ Politico - ecclesiastical. — Lastly, among 
politico-ecclesiastical results mention may be made 
of the independence of indiiidual churches tow'ards 
the political commands of Rome, and towards any 
political interference whatever, the Church being 
a spiritual and religious society, and in no way a 
political society. 

4 . Present condition and expectations. — ^The 
Ola Catholic Church e.\;ists in Germany, Austria, 
France, Holland, Russia, Switzerland, and 
America. 

In Germany it is managed at the present day by 
Bishop George Moog, who is also president of the 
svnodal representation. It has parishes in the 
cliief toAvns of Prussia, Bavaria, the grand-duchy 
of Baden, Hesse, Saxe, Wurtemberg, etc. Every 
year the episcopal administration publishes official 
statistics. 

In Austria the episcopal administrator, Czech, 
who is also curate of Wavnsdorf, attends to the 
parishes founded in Bohemia, Moravia, Styxia, 
Carinthia, etc. 

In France the Church (called Galilean Catholic) 
has only two parishes — one in Paris, the other in 
Nantes. 

In Holland Mgr. Gul is the archbishop of 
Utrecht, and Mot. Prins and IMgr. Spit are the 
bishops of Haarlem and Deventer. The arclii- 
episcopal seminary is at Amersfoort. There are 
about 24 parishes. 

In Russia the Church (called Mariavite) has 
three bishops — John Kowalski at Plock, Proch- 
niewski at Warsaw, and Golembiowski at Lodz, 
In the kingdom of Pologne 66 parishes are admin- 
istered by about 100 priests ; in "White Ku.ssia 
(Lithuania) there are three parishes, and in Little 
Ruasia (government of Kieff) there are also several 
parishes. 

In America Bishop Hodur (Scranton), along with 
three vicars -general, manages several parishes 
which are extending daily. 

There is a parish m London. 

In Switzerland Bishop Eduard Herzog, along 
with the national synod and the synodal council, 
manages numerous parislies in twelve cantons. 


The organization is excellent. Apart from the 
faculty of Catholic theology, which forms part of 
the cantonal University of Berne, and whose funds 
are admmistered by the State of Berne, numerous 
commissions are in full swing, for examinations of 
the clergy, religious music, the press, the interests 
of the Church, the care of the sick, reunions of 
oung people, the diaspora, etc. Annually the 
ishop and the president of the synodal council 
give an account, with all the necessary details, of 
the life of the parishes, the religious instruction of 
the children, etc. Reviews, journals, and instruc- 
tive and edifying libraries are more or less pros- 
perous. 

It may be said that, in spite of the efforts put 
forth by the Old Catholics, they have not realized 
all the hopes entertained in their movement at the 
beginning of their work. But it must be added 
that political and social circumstances, and, still 
more, the almost universal religious indifference, 
have been exceedingly unfavourable to all advance. 
The stones which may he thrown at them strike all 
the other Churches at the same time. This is not 
a justification — far from it ; but it is at least an 
explanation, w’hich may possibly arouse hopes for 
the future. The Old Catholics are convinced of 
the truth of their cause. If during the first fifty 
years of their existence they have not worked wdtn 
great enough skill, they have the hope that, by 
dint of struggling against thousands of obstacles, 
they have learned better how' to struggle ; that 
the serious events which are overturning Europe at 
the present day will not pass wdthout creating new 
relipous and even ecclesiastical conditions, which, 
with the grace of God and the zeal of the serious 
Christians of all the Churches, may become fruitful. 
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OLD PRUSSIANS.— I. Ethnology.— The Old 
Prussians formed the westernmost branch of the 
group of peoples which is represented te-day by 
the Letts and the Lithuanians. The Old Prussian 
language died out in the 17th cent., and the only 
specimens of it w’hich have come down to us arc 
three catechisms from the 16th cent, and an Elbing 
vocabulary dating, probably, from the beginning 
of the 16th. These remains show clearly that Old 
Prussian belonged to the Indo-Germanio family of 
languages and was most closely related to Lithu- 
anian. The Old Prussians inhabited the coast of 
the Baltic, east of the "Fistula, but their axact 
geographical position is hard to determine^^ Peter 
von Dusburg (in Scriptores Rerum Pmsskantm, 
i. 50, 146) makes the river Memel the boundary te- 
tween Prussia and Lithuania ; but in the chroniclas 
of the Teutonic Order the word ' Prussia is a 
political rather than an ethnological term. Tlio 
eastern bonndnrj’ of the Old Prussians was prob- 
ably nearer the river Pregel than the river MemeJ 
(cf. H. G. "Foigt, Adalbert von Frag, p. 128). 
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In the 2nd cent. A.D. Ptolemy (in. v. 21) men- 
tions the Galindi and Sudini as peoples living to 
the east of the Vistula. The Galindi ate frequently 
mentioned in later times as a distinct division of 
the Old Prussians, and the Sudini seem to have 
heen another division of the same kind or at any 
rate a closely related people. 

Another name •which occurs more frequently in 
this region in early times is that of the Alstii. 
Tacitus (Germ. 45) describes them as an agri- 
cultural people inhabiting the amber coast of the 
Baltic. They are a^ain mentioned by Cassiodorus 
(Var. V. 2) and by Jordanes (5, 23). It can hardly 
be doubted that the Este, described by King 
Alfred — in the account of Wulfstan’s voyage 
•which he inserted in his translation of Orosius — 
as inhabitants of the country immediately to the 
east of the Vistula, are the same people. It is 
usually held that the .iEstii were Prussian, though 
a difficulty is caused by the fact that the name 
iRstii is obviously identical with German Ehsten, 
O. Norse Eistr, which in later times has denoted 
the Esthonians, a Finnish people belonging to a 
totally dillerent linguistic family. We have no 
evidence that the Esthonians ever extended so far 
to the south-west as the Vistula, although the 
occurrence of the name Finnoi in Ptolemy s map 
should be noted. Whatever may be the solution 
of the difficulty, Alfred’s account of the Este gives 
reason for belie'ving that they were connected in 
some way with the Old Prussians. We may note 
in particular his account of horse-racing at funerals, 
which finds a curious parallel in the burial customs 
of the Prussian natives of later time (Lucas David, 
Preitesische Chronik, ed. E. Hennig, i. 141). Refer- 
ence may also be made to the laws ascribed to the 
kriwe kirwaito by Lucas David (p. 23). Both the 
Este and the Old Prussians drank mare’s milk and 
mead (Dusburg, in Script. Bcr. Prim. i. 64; 
Alfred, ed. H. Sweet, Londori, 1883, pt. i; p. 20 f.). j 
The art of artificial freezing ascribed by Alfred j 
to the Este appears to have been known to the ' 
Prussians (of. M. Praetorius, Delioim Prussiem, 
ed. W. Pierson, pp. 45, 46, and note). 

The name ‘Pruzzi’ is first mentioned in the 10th 
cent, in Ibrahim ibn Ja'qub’s account of the Sla-vic 
countries (his journey took place in A.D. 965 ; cf. 
W. Watlenbach, GescMchtschrcibcr dcr dcietsch. 
Vorzeit^, Leipzig, 1884-1912, xxxiii. 139 f.), and in 
the lives of St. Adalbert and elsewhere (cf. H. G. 
Voigt, p. 126 and note). 

2 . History.— The earliest known incident in Old Prussian 
history is the unsuccesstul attempt made by St. Adalbert, 
bishop of Prague, in the lOlh cent, to introduce Christianity. 
The saint was martjTed (probably on the coast of Samland) on 
account of his having penetrated into a sacred grove which 
was forbidden ground to men of alien race and religion. In 
the 11th and 12th centuries, according to the Polish chronicles. 
Old Prussians frequently raided Poland, sometimes in conjunc- 
tion with neighbouring peoples, Russians and Pomeranians. 
In the 13th cent. Conrad, duke of Mosovia, who was greatly 
harassed by these raids, gave to Christian, bishop of Prussia, 
part of Culmerland as a fief, and together they founded the 
Knightly Order of Dobrzin. In 1228 Conrad and Christian, 
who had failed to convert the Prussians either by persuasion or 
by force of anus, called to their aid the Teutonic Knights (a 
body of German Crusaders), granting them Culm and any other 
lands that they could wrest from the heathen. The conversion 
and conquest of the Old Prussians were gradually effected, 
within the next fifty years, in spite of vigorous opposition. 
Their political organization was destroyed and they lived 
thenceforward as subjects of the Teutonic Knights, who, before 
this, had made themselves independent of all authorities except 
the papacy. The lay stibjects of the order were now divided 
into two classes ; in the first rank were the German immigrants 
and the Prussians who had freely submitted, and below them 
were the Prussians who had resisted to the last and were re- 
duced to a condition of serfdom. In the 15th cent, the power 
of the Teutonic Order began to decline. The conversion of 
I.ithuania and its alliance with Poland were a serious menace, 
especially as the discontented Prussian laity had strong Polish 
sympathies. In UlO Ladlslaiis, king of Poland, inflicted a 
crusliing defeat on the Teutonic Knights nt Tannenberg. In 
H54 the Prussian League (which had been formed in 1440 to 
resist the rule of the order) offered Prussia to the Polish king. 


In 1468 the Peace of Thom gave W. Prussia to Poland. The 
order, however, retained E. Prussia ns a fief from the Polish 
king. The Grand Slaster was to sit on the Polish Diet and half 
of the Knights were to be of Polish race. The E. Prussian 
brethren, however, continued to choose Germans for their 
Grand Masters. In 1626 the Hohenzollem Albert of Branden- 
burg, w-ho was then Grand Master, having become a Protestant, 
secularized his territories and turned them into a hereditary 
duch}’, to be held as a fief from Poland. In 1618 John Sigis- 
mund, elector of Brandenburg, on the death of his father-in-law, 
Albert Frederick, duke of Prussia, succeeded to his dukedom. 
In 1655 war broke out between Sweden and Poland. Frederick 
William, the ‘great elector’ of Brandenburg, who had made 
good his claim to the dukedom of Pru.ssia, succeeded by his 
vacillating and treacherous policy in obtaining the complete 
independence of both Sweden and Poland. In 1701 the duchy 
of Prussia was converted into a kingdom by the emperor la 
favour of Frederick iii., elector of Brandenburg. 

3. Sociology. — The Old Prussians lived by agri- 
culture, hunting, and fishing. They were ac- 
quainted with the art of navigation, and ships 
from Samland used to visit the commercial town 
of Birca in Sweden (Adam of Bremen, Gesta 
Hammaburg. Eccles. pontificum, i. 62 [Scripi. Per. 
Prim. i. 239]). According to accounts given hy 
historians of the Teutonic Order, the civilization 
of the Old Prussians in the 13th cent, was hy no 
means high. The art of writing was unknown to 
them (cf. Dusburg, in Script. Mer. Pruss. i. 53). 
Human sacrifice was common. Aged and infirm 
people and weakly or superfluous female infants 
were put to death (cf. David, i. 22, and papal hull 
of Honorius III., 1218). Over against German ac- 
counts of Prussian ferocity, we have Adam of 
Bremen’s description : 

‘Pruzzi, homines huroanissimi, qui obvinm tendunfc his ad 
auxiliandum, qui periclitantur in mari vel qui a pyratis in- 
festantur . . . itufta possent dici ex illis populis laudabilia in 
moribus'(iv. 18). 

The Old Prussians were polygamous, although, 
according to the laws of tlie kiripait (cf, David, 
i. 22), they were limited to three lawful wives. 
'The condition of women was low. Marriage was 
by purcliase or by capture. The wife was the 
servant of all in the house and did not eat in the 
presence of her husband (Dusburg, in Scrqit.^ Ber. 
Pruss. i. 63 ; cf. also Meletius, Epist. ad Sahinum, 
tr. in FL xii. 299 tf.). Marriage of step-niothers 
was practised by the Old Prussians (David, i._l33). 

According to Grunan (Preuss. Chronik, i. 98) 
and David (i. 138), there were three modes of dis- 
posal of the dead -. the kunigs, as the highest 
noblemen were called, were cremated ; noblemen 
of less exalted rank, called suppanen,^ were buried 
in their castle-yards together witli horses, hunting 
dogs, gold, and a barrel of mead ; the common 
people were sometimes buried and sometimes cre- 
mated. According to Dusburg, both nobles and 
commons cremated their dead. We learn from 
the Treaty of Christburg that the dead man’s 
most valued possessions, lus animals, and even his 
favourite servants were burned with him (Preuss. 
Urkundenbuch, Polit. Abth. i. [Konigsberg, 

! 1882] 1). 

j When the Teutonic Knights invaded Prussia, 

I they seem to have found there no central political 
! organization, hut a number of separate divisions 
j or kingdoms. We hear, however, of a chief priest 
called kriwe, whose authority was recognized not 
only by all Prussians, but also by Letts and 
Lithuanians. The holy oak and fire at Remove, 
over which he presided, seem to have heen the 
central sanctuary of the Baltic peoples (Dusburg, 
in Script. Ber. Pruss. i. 53). According to Grunan 
and Da-vid (who profess to derive their information 
from Bishop Christian), Remove, or Rickoyot, was 
at one time the seat of political as well as of re- 
ligious authority (cf. Grunau, i. 62 ; Davdd, i. 
24 ff.). The story of king Widowuto and his 

1 It la worth noting that the first ol these titles Is of Teutonic 
origin (0. Korse I-ontmpr, 0. Sax. The second la 

current in most of the Slavic languages, whatever its ultimate 
origin. 
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brother Bruteno, the high priest, and of the 
division of the kingdom among tlie twelve sons, is 
generally dismissed as an invention of Grunau, 
suggested by the Biblical stories of Moses and 
Aaron and the origin of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
It seems likely, however, that the legend contains 
at least a germ of genuine tradition. It is not 
difficult to find parallels for the double kingship 
and for the survival of the kingship as a religious 
institution after it had ceased to have any political 
significance. 

4. Religion. — (a) Authorities. — Beferences to 
Old Prussian religion occur in Lives of St. Adalbert, 
dating from the end of the 10th cent., in the 
Chronicon Polonorum of Vincent Kadlubek (dating 
from the beginning of the 13th cent.), and in an 
original document of the Treaty of Christburg 
(1249). The Cronica Terre Priissie of Peter von 
Dnsburg (dedicated to Hochmeister Werner von 
Orselm in 1326) contains a treatise entitled de 
Ydolatria et ritu et moribus Pruthenorum. This 
is important because heathen ideas and practices 
undoubtedly survived in Dusburg’s time; and he 
may well have derived his information from men 
who could speak of the old religion from personal 
experience. Chroniclers of the 16th cent, have 
much to say concerning the history and the social 
and religious life of the Old Prussians; but their 
evidence is not accepted as altogether trustworthy. 
Erasmus Stella, who composed in 1510 a treatise 
de Boirussice Antiqiiitatib^is, is not considered a re- 
liable authority ; But there is nothing intrinsically 
improbable in his statements about religion. The 
Pretissische Ohronik, completed in 1521 by the 
monk Simon Grunau of Tolkemit, is usually held 
to be a mass of falsehoods, composed in the interest 
of Poland. The Chronicle of Christian (who was 
made the first bishop of Prussia at the beginning 
of the 13th cent. ) which Grunau mentions as the 
source of his description of Old Prussian religion is 
dismissed as a product' of his imagination. Lucas 
David, a Protestant historian of acknowledged 
accuracy and critical ability, also states that 
Christian’s Chronicle was the source of much of 
the information contained in the first volume of 
the Preussische Chronik, which he ^VTote in the 
latter part of the 16th century. It is generally 
thought that David’s only knowledge of Christian’s 
Chronicle was derived from Grunau, although 
David himself expressly states at times that he is 
using Christian’s Chronicle and at other times 
gives Grunau as his authority. It has perhaps 
been taken for granted too readily that Christian’s 
Chronicle never existed. A comparison of the 
parallel passages in Grunau and David suggests 
that they used the same source independently. 
Matthaeus Praetorius (bom 1635) states that 
Christian’s Chronicle was used by his great- 
grandfather, the historian Johann Bretkius, which 
again raises difficulties in the current explanation 
(cf. pp. 3, 4, 19, 39). Many of tlie customs and 
rites which Bishop Christian is said to liave re- 
corded are of a land that can be paralleled from 
difierent religions in other parts of the world. 
Both Grunau and Davud describe some pagan 
festivals and superstitions froni personal observa- 
tion ; for in their time the natives, though profess- 
ing Christianity, continued to perform in secret 
the rites of their old religion. Tliis was still the 
case in the following century when Praetorius 
wrote his Delicicc Pritssiccc in order to supply the 
lack of information concerning the customs of 
the Old Prtissians by a study of the ‘exi.sting 
superstitious ceremonies of the Nadravians, 
Zamvi.aiis, and Sudavians.’ 

(b) Gods. — The earliest reference to an Old 
Prussian deity occurs in the Treaty of Christburg 1 
0249) • I 


• Tdolo quem semel In anno colleotls frugibus consneverunt 
conflng-ere et pro deo cdere, cui noznen Curche iniposuerant' 

The feminine form Curche was later replaced by 
the masculine Gurcbo. This deity is described jw 
a god of food and drink, and his cult was said to 
have been derived from the Masurians (Poles). 

In a document ol 1418 it is stated that the Teutonic Order 
expelled from Prussia ‘Rentes seiaientes demonibus, colentes 
Pntollom,. Natrimpe [according to another readinf, Pacullum, 
Patrimpe] et alia ignominiosa fantasmata ’ (sec Uaencr, Go«fr. 
namen, s.v. * Natrimpe ')• 

Probably these two deities are to be identified 
with the Patollo and Potrimpo who are said to 
have shared ivith Perkuno the worship at Komove, 
and who are coupled together as having an especial 
taste for human blood (David, i. 34). It has been 
stated that Curche, Patollo, and Natrimpe are the 
only divinities that we can ascribe to the Old 
Prussians with any certainty, and that the numer- 
ous names that occur in later sources are of 
Lithuanian rather than Prussian origin. It is, 
however, impossible to draw a hard and fast line 
between the religions of the two peoples. 

The Constit. Synod. Evangel, ol 1530 contains 
the following list of deities who were still wor- 
shipped by the Sudavians in Samland : 


‘ Occopirmus, Suaixtix, Ausschauts, Autrj-mpus, Potrjmpus, 
Bardoayta, Piluuytis, Parcuns, Peools atque Pocols, qui dei, si 
eorum numina secundum illorum opinioaem pensiies cnint 
Saturnus, Sol, Aesculapius, Neptunus, Castor et Pollux, Ceres, 
Juppiter, Pluto, Fun'ae.’ 

Occopirmus was invoked as the ‘mighty god of 
heaven and stars ’ (David, i. 147). Swai.xtix, ‘ the 
god of light’ (t&. i. 86), was invoked at agricultural 
festivals. Ausschauts is probably to be identified 
with ‘Auscautum deum incolumitatis et aegritu- 
dinis’ (Meletius, Epist. ad Sabin. ; see Archiv f Ur 
Slav. Phil, xviii. 76) and Auschleiits (also Au.soli- 
Icauts), ‘der Gott aller Gebrechen, Krankbeiten 
und Gesundheit,’ who was invoked when there 
was a poor harvest (David, i. 91). The name 
Autrympus occurs only here, and is probably a 
scribal error for Antrimpus, who is frequently 
mentioned as a god of the sea (cf. Meletius, loc. cit. ; 

David, L 86). Potrympushasalready been described. 

He was a god ‘von deme alles Gluck kerne, in 
Streitten, Kegierung, Hauzhaltung ausm Ackerbau 
und andern mehr ’ (David, i. 34). He was a god or 
fertility, and snakes were consecrated to him (Prae- 
torius, p. 46). He appears to have some connexion 
with water: ‘auch warden Ime zugeeignct die 
fliessenden Wasser’ (David, i. 87). Perhaps Au- 
trympus and Potrympus should be taken together 
as different names for the deity identified with 
Neptune. Na, po, an are prepositions; frumpa 
may be connected with Prussian intmpa = jluvnts 
(cf. Nesselmnnn, Thesaurus Lingua: Prusstccc, p. 
I9I). Bardoayts is probably tlie same god ns 
‘Perdoytus deus navium’ (see Grienbcrger,^ m 
Archiv fur slav. Phil, xviii. 78), ‘Perdoytus Gott 
der Kaufleute’ (Praetorius, p. 27). He must bo 
connected in some way with ‘Gardoaetcn flcum 
nnutarura’ (hfeletins, loc. cit.) and Gardoaits, the 
special god of the fi.shermen living by the Kunsche 
Half and the Prische Haff, of whom Lucas David 
(i. 116) gives an interesting description. I robabiy 
forms in b and ff existed side by side, which rni^jnt 
account for the identification of Bardoa3-to with 
Castor and Pollux. Piluuytis (cf. tlie Lettish 
Pilnitis, god of riches) was one of the gods invoked 
at aKTionltural festivals. Parcnna is to be identi- 
fied with the thunder-god Perkun, the 
portant deity of the Baltic peoples (cf. 

[Lettish, Litlmanian, and Old Prus-sian]). Ihe 
names of the deity or deities connected with dentii 

appear in many difierent forms : 

*‘Pccol 5 atnue I^cols’; ‘I’Jiito, Funae (Conflit. 

‘Pocclum infcml ac tcnelirarum deum, fov'''®'!''.'" 

(Itetetiu,, te. cit.); ‘F^ullu., 

tccebranim. , . . Pociil U5 dcus Fpfntuum volantlum f J t caw 

^c^?rS^i,’(Jrc7.ic/i3r,!or. Ail. xviii. Ti>): ‘ I'ololios od.f 
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Piokollos regiertc in der Luff (see Arehiv filr Slav. Phil. 
xviii. 79). 

The various forms have been , hopelessly confused, 
but there seem to have been at least two different 
deities. _ Pecols, who is identified with Pluto (see 
above), is no doubt related to the Lithuanian pclda, 
‘hell’ (cf. Polish pieklo, ‘hell’), and it is possible 
that he is a personification of the land of the dead. 

‘ Potollos Oder Pickollos ’ is probably to be identi- 
fied with the god of the Komove sanctuary whom 
David (i. 33) describes as ‘ chief god of the Prussi- 
ans, and he was held to be a god of death and 
had power to kill.’ Pickollos is probably connected 
with pickuls, the Old Prussian word for ‘ devil ’ 
(Nesselniann, p. 128). Cf. also lAth. piktas, ‘ evil ’ j 
pykti, ‘ to be angry.’ A Nadravian peasant in con- 
versation Avith Praetorius (p. 20) coupled together 
Perkunus and Pycullis as having power over the 
oak-tree. The heads of a horse and a cow were 
an accepted ofiering to Pikullis (Praetorius, p. 26) ; 
Patollo had a similar treasure at llomove (David, 
loc. cit.). This deity sometimes appears as the 
head of a host of similar beings. At the spring 
festival Perkunus was prayed to strike and drive 
aivay ‘ Poekollos Avith his companions and under- 
lings ’ (David, i. 91), ‘Patollos das seindt die flieg- 
ende Geister oder Teuft'el’ (ii. i. 87), ‘Pocols= 
Furiae’ {Constit. Synod.). We are reminded of 
the Valkyries, and of OSin, the leader of the Wild 
Hunt. 

{c) Sanctuaries. — The Old Prussians seem to 
have had no temples, but there are many refer- 
ences to sacred groves, lakes, hills, etc. Sometimes 
ofierings Avere made near holy stones. 

‘In dem Hookerlande soil auch eln Stein sein ceweaen, 
darauf die Fischer wenn sie gedsohett den ersten Fisoh, so von 
Inen gefangen Averden, gedacnten Abgotte dem Kurkos geopfert 
und verhrandt haben’ tDavld, i. 8S; of. also Praetorius, p. 
21 f.). 

The cult of Gurcho Avas also connected Avith the 
holy oak and perpetual fire at Heiligenbeil and 
other places, Avhere com and fruit, etc. , Avere burned 
as an ofiering to the god (David, i. 82). Komove, 
or Kickoyot, Avhich has already been mentioned, 
Avas a sanctuary of this type. It is described in 
detail by Grunau (i. 78) and David (i. 28 ff.). The 
oak Avas divided into three parts, each division con- 
secrated to one of the three gods, Patollo, Perkuno, 
and Potrimpo, and containing- his image. Before 
each god Avas placed his peculiar treasure. Patollo 
had the heads of a horse, a coav, and a man ; Pot- 
rimpo a snake kept in a jar croAvned Avith sheaves 
of com ; before Perkuno burned the perpetual lire. 
The oak Avas surrounded by curtains and round it 
dAvelt priests and priestesses living in virginity, 
Avhose duty it Avas to offer sacrifices, tend the fii'e, 
feed the sacred snake, and serve their high priest, 
the kriwc kirxoaito. Although David calls Patollo 
the chief god, it is alAvays Perkuno Avho is said to 
communicate Avith the chief priest by means of 
thunder and lightning. Foreign potentates Avere 
not alloAved to appe.ar before the holy oak (Prae- 
torius, p. 39). Dusburg, Grunau, and Dav-id agi'ee 
in locating Komove in Nadravia. In the Hoch- 
meister Chronik (15th cent.) Ave_ read that the 
heathen pope lived in Samland ‘in dat dorp dat 
RomaAve heit, end noemden sy alsoe ne Komen’ 
(Script. Her. Pmss. i. 63), and certain documents, 
Avritten by John, bishop of Samland, in the 14th 
cent., referring to places in the neiglibourhood of 
the villages of Komehnen and Lcnknitten, mention 
‘ Rummove,’ ‘ Campus IlumboAV . . . querenm 
viridem stantem prope sacrum campnm’ (J. Voigt, 
Geschichtc Preussens, Konigsberg, 1827-39, i. _G44). 
At the end of the 13th cent, the Teutonic Kniglits 
Avere fighting in a part of Lithuania ‘ in qua villain 
dictauA Romene que secundum ritus eomm s.acra 
fuit combussit’ (Dusburg, p. 169). Place-names 
compounded AA-ith Rom occur frequently in Pmssia 


and Lithuania. It seems likely that Remove is a 
common rather than a proper noun, and the evi- 
dence of Praetorius leads to the same conclusion : 

• Alle Art Baunie, deren Stamm sich von einandcr gezAveiget 
nnd Avieder zusammen gevrachsen geiA-esen, Bind den PreuBzen 
heilig geAVDsen und sind es manchen noch. So war ein zusam- 
men gewachsener Bimbaum in einem Garten zu Nibudzen, den 
die Leute rombotba Krauszis nanten und eln Maldinink oder 
Waidelot aua Zaraaiten, der ihn gesehen, betraebtete ibn niit 
Ehrturcht’ (p. 16). There Avas also a fir-tree of this kind at 
Nibudzen ‘Avelcbe nocb anno 1664 gestanden. Bis weit aus 
Littauen Bind die Leute zu diesem Baum geAA-alifahrt. Sie haben 
diese Tanne auch Rumbuta genannt und gesagt, Avenn sie zu Ihr 

S m : “ eikim RombhoAva.” Bomove oder nacb der altpreus- 
en klundart Rombhove von rombiu, rombothi zusammen- 
wachsen ' (p. 17). 

(d) Priesthood. — There seems little reason to 
doubt that the Old Pmssians possessed a highly 
developed priesthood. Its organization Avas de- 
stroyed Avhen the Teutonic Knights burned down 
the oak at Rickoyot, but the priests exercised their 
functions in secret for several centuries. In the 
year 1520 & waidcler (the usual Avord for ‘priest’) 
Avas forced to perform a severe penance for liaving 
offered up a saciifice on the shores of Samland 
(DaAud, i. 117 ff.). Grunau on one occasion found a 
number of Prussians assembled in a house, per- 
forming ceremonies in honour of Perkuno. The 
xoaidcler Avho presided absolved the people from 
their sins, and immediately afterwards they all 
fell upon him, beating him and pulling his hair, 
and the louder he shrieked the more efficacious 
Avas their absolution. The ceremony concluded 
Avith the sacrifice of a goat, Avhose flesh Avas cooked 
Avith oak-leaves (i. 91). As late as the 17th cent. 
waidclers sometimes oflered up prayers and sacri- 
fices at the periodic festivals, and exhorted the 
people to remain faithful to the gods and their 
ancient customs (Praetorius, p. 23 f.). Even the 
traditional high-priestly office was not quite for- 
gotten (ih. p. 48). Accordinjv to the traditions 
recorded by Grunau and David, the Old Prussians 
had priestesses as Avell as priests, Avho Avere com- 
pelled to live in virginity. 

Poggezana, the eponymous heroine of a district in Prussia, 

• wohnete in einem EichiAald, und bleib ihre Tag eine Jungtrauc, 
und Avardt eine AVaidelotinne ’ ; she was said to have danced 
Avith the gods (David, i. 72 f.). 

(e) Sacrifice and festivals. — The papal bull issued 
by Honorius ni. in 1218 contains the statement 
that the Old Prussians ‘ immolate captives to their 
gods.’ According to Bishop Christian’s account 
(David, i. 47 f.), it Avas customary for a Prussian 
Avarrior to bind on to his saddle the first man taken 
in battle, and to bum to death both horse and 
rider as an ofiering to the gods. We hear of 
Teutonic Knights being put to death in this manner 
(see H. G. Voigt, p. 307, note 596). Apparently it 
Avas not unknoAVTi for a man to give up a seri'ant, 
a child, or even himself to be bumed alive as a 
sacrifice (David, i. 23). Horses Avere also sacrificed 
in this Avay (Dusburg, loc. cit. ). Milk, honey, com, 
etc., Avere throAvn into the sacred fire at Heiligen- 
beil and elseAvhere as ■ ho (David, 

loc. cit.). David (:. . ' ' betAveen 

village festivals and ■ ore pomp- 

ous ceremonies at Rickoyot. When the hofy oak 
Avas destroyed, prayer aiid sacrifice Avere offered to 
the gods in other places, but no longer ‘ AA-itli burnt 
offerings, incense and the guarding of a perpetual 
lire.’ Sacrifices Avere oflered in case of sickness, 
Avar, etc., and also in connexion Avith the regular 
agricultural festi\'.als. The ceremony usually con- 
sisted of invocation of the gods and the partaking 
of bread, beer, etc., and the flesh of the slaughtered 
animal— usually a bull or goat (for further parti- 
cul.ars of. DaA-id, i. 90-92, and Aleletius, in FL xii. 
29311’.). Praetorius (pp. 48-69) describes the agri- 
cultural ceremonies in great detail. In all of them 
a drink-offering Avas poured on the ground, a.s a 
libation to Zemynele, the earth-goddess, aa'Iio seems 
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to have taken the place of Perguhrius, Pilwitis, 
and various other gods mentioned by David and 
Meletius in this connexion (cf. Praetorius, p. 66). 

(/) The soul. — Kadlubek (Blonumenta Tolonice 
Bistorica, i. 423) tells a curious storj-- of the ‘Pol- 
lexiani Getarum seu Prussorum genus, gens atro- 
cissima.’ 

Alter a defeat by Casirair of Poland certain of their number 
were captured and held as hostages. The Prussians, however, 
refused to be influenced by any regard for the safety of these 
prisoners, because they believed that those who suffered an 
honourable death would thereby attain a more honourable re- 
birth, ‘ est cnim Getarum communis dementia exutas corporibus 
quasoam etiam brutorum assumptione corporum brutescere.’ 

This is the only reference to an Old Prussian belief 
in metempsychosis. All authorities, however, 
attribute to them a strong faith in the immortality 
of the soul. 

* Birth-days and funerals were celebrated alike . . . with the 
CTeatest hilarity and rejoicing ' (Erasmus Stella, in Script. Rer. 
Truss, iv. 294 ; cf. also Dusburg, loc. cit.). 

In 1249 the Old Prussians promised to give up 
‘Tulissones vel Ligasehones,’ priests who presided 
at funerals, and praised the dead for the deeds of 
violence and plunder that they had done in their 
lifetime. 

‘ They also declared that they could see, there and then, the 
dead man fl3'ing through the sky on horseback, adorned in 
shining armour, with iron spear in hand, and together with a 
great company proceeding into the other world’ (Treaty of 
Ohristburg, cited by H. G. Voigt, p. fi90, note 31). 

The kriwe was also supposed to see the dead leav- 
ing this world for the next (Dusburg, loc. cit.). 
The dead were connected in some way with the 
earth-deity : 

‘ Ziameluks ist bei die heutigen Preussen, Nadraven, Zalovo- 
nien, Zaraaiten, Lithauen nooh so viel als ein Herr Oder Gott 
der Erde und derer die in der Erde begraben worden ' (Prae- 
toriuB, p. 7). 

At the funeral feast drink-offerings were poured 
out to Zemynele (the earth-goddess) and prayer 
■was made : 

‘ Be joyful, Zemj'nele, receive this soul well and guard it well ’ 
(it. p. 101), 

Festivals of the dead were held at regular intervals. 
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OLD TESTAMENT,— See Bible. 

OM. — TJie origin of the word om is wliolly un- 
certain. It has been traced to a pronominal base 
av- and its formation has been compared ■wdth tliat 
of ay-am, ‘ this,’ on the theory that the whole word 
avam was resolved by the process of samprasara-na 
into au-m, whence came by ordinary euphonic eom- 
bination om. For the development of sense may- 
be cited the fact that hoc illud became tlie French 
OMi, om having often definitely this meaning. But 
the evidence in support of this view is quite inade- 
quate, and the most probable e.vplanation is that 
the word is purely an exclamation, being the na.sal- 
ized form of o, which again is connected with d. 
This view is strongly supported by the fact that 
the common phrase om irdvaya alternates ydth 
both o irdvaya and d irdvaya, and the_m«alizing 
of sounds when prolonged in pronunciation is a 
regular part of Vedic usage, A further suggestion 


of its origin is contained in the earliest name given 
to the sound, the word pranava. It is probable 
that this term properly denotes the protracting of 
the last syllable of the offering verso (ydjya), 
which was nasalized, the vowel being altered to o, 
and that om as an independent exclamation was 
derived from this use. with this would accord 
the rule of the grammar (Panini, vi. 1. 95), accord- 
ing to which a short or long a before om does not 
as usual result in aum, but is omitted. 

That om is not a primitive exclamation is sup- 
ported by the fact of its comparatively late ap- 
pearance in the literature. It does nob appear at 
all in the Rigveda, which shows that it does not 
belong to the earliest sacerdotal literature, and it 
is equally wanting in the Atharvaveda, which 
shows that it was not an expression in popular use. 
In the Taittirgya Samhita it does not occur in anj’ 
mantra passage, but it is alluded to once as the 
pranava, in which passage (iii. 2. 9. 6) it clearly 
denotes the sound at the end of the ofiering verso 
uttered by the In idle 'Vdjasaneyi Samhita, 
on the other hand, we actually find om in the 
phrase o»i pratistha (ii. 13), and it is stated (xix. 
25) that by means of the pranavas the form of the 
iastras is made complete. The Maitrayaiii Sam- 
hita also uses om in the phrase om irdvaya (iv. 
1. 11) and in a set of exclamations in iv. 9. 21. It 
is, however, in the Brdhma-nas that we first find 
the definite use in the asseverative sense ; tlie 
Aitareya Brdhmana (vii. 18), in describing the 
mode of the recitation of the legend of Sunak^epa, 
which was recited on the day of anointing in the 
ceremony of the consecration of a king, states that 
the response to each verse of the Bigveda employed 
in the rite by the hotp priest is to be an om, said 
by the adhvarytt, while -the response to each Gathd 
verse is to he a tathd, on the ground that the 
former response is dirine, the second human, and 
this distinction is presen’cd in the siitras which 
deal with tlie rite. The ordinary use as a solemn 
‘ Yes’ is found more freely in tlie Satapatha Brdh- 
mana (i. 4, 1. 30, -x. 6. 1. 4, xi. 6. 3. 4) and else- 
where. But its use is confined to very formal 
responses, and normally to responses in the ritual. 

Much more important than its use as a particle 
of asseveration is the development of its use as a 
mystical symbol embodying in itself the essence of 
the Vedas and of the universe. The first evidence 
of this important position of the word is to be 
found in the Aitareya Brdhma-na (v, 32), in which 
it is declared that om is the world of lieaven and 
the sun, and where it is resolved into the three 
letters a, u, and m. These in turn are derived 
from the three vydhftis, Bhuh, Bhuvah, and Svar, 
tliesefi'om the Bigveda, Yajurveda, and_Sd.maveda, 
these from the gods Agni, Vilyu, and Aditya, and 
these from earth, atmosphere, and air. The pas- 
sage may be later than the rest of the text, but it 
is of special value as it opens a set of speculations 
which come to a liead in the Upanisad.s. It is 
noteworthy that it has no parallel in the Kaufitajn 
Brdhmana or in any other Brdhmana text pnor 
to the Gopatha. . , , i 

In the Upanisads the doctrine of the sacreii 
character of the syllable is steadily developed. 
The Taittiriya (i. 8) declares that it is the Brahman, 
the holy power which constitutes the universe, and 
derives tuis conclusion from the fact that in the 
ritual om takes an important place in each part; 
thus it is employed by the hotp, the sdman singer, 
the adhvaryu, and the brahman, and forms an 
inte”Tal part of the ritnal of the agnihotra, tlie 
most regular of all Vedic oflerings. Tlic e.ssence 
of tliis treatment of the syllable Is to make it a 
symbol of the Brahman and to substitute medita- 
tion upon it in place of study of the \ edas— an 
idea helped by the doctrine that the word repre- 
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sents the essence of all three Vedas and of exist- 
ence ■vvhicii the Aitareya Brahnana first sets out. 
The Kathaka Upanisad (ii. 15) declares that all the 
Vedas proclaim the syllable om, and that it is for 
its sake that men practise holiness. But the full 
development of the doctrine is first found in the 
Gopaiha Brahmana, ■which contains Wo elaborate 
accounts of om ; they are followed by some supple- 
mentary and doubtless later remarKs on it, and 
constitute the Pranava JJpanisad. According to 
the first of these accounts, the Brahman created 
Brahma as masculine on a lotus leaf. He in turn 
created om with two letters and four morce. The 
first letter of om produced the waters, the second 
the luminaries ; then the first three morce, which 
no doubt represent the three syllables in o, pro- 
nounced with prolongation, produced earth, atmo- 
sphere, and heaven ; tire, wind, and sun ; the three 
Vedas ; the three vyahrtis ; the three metres, 
gdyatrl, tristubh, and jagatl, and so on. So far 
the account is in fair accord with that of the earlier 
texts, but the special Atharvan character of it is 
made clear by the derivation from the v sound 
(taken from the o) of -water, moon, the Atharva- 
veda, om itself, janat, which is the vyahfti of the 
ahgiras, or dreadful formulte, of the Atharvaveda, 
the amistuhh metre, etc., while from the letter m 
are derived the Itihasa Purana and other cate- 
gories of literature, musical instruments, singing 
and dancing, the brhati metre, etc. It is added 
that with om the brahman priest is able to make 
good all defects in the sacrifice, and that the 
repetition of om a thousand times secures all 
desires. In the second account we learn that in 
one of their interminable confiicts the asuras de- 
feated the gods until the latter followed the leader- 
ship of om, whence om received the reward that no 
holy text might be recited without it, whether 
fch, yajm, sdman, or Sloka. In thesupiilementaiy 
remarks other details of the word are given ; it is 
stated to be pronounced difterently in the different 
Vedas, and its four morce, whicli are here differ- 
ently explained from the account given before — 
which inaeed seems to assume five— are connected 
with the deities Brahma, Vi?nn, Isana, and Sarva, 
the two last being forms of Siva. 

The Upani^ads connected with the Atharvaveda 
naturally develop further the-vdews of the Gopatha. 
They devote their attention in large measure to 
the means of meditation by which the seeker for 
the Brahman can attain union with the Brahman, 
and for this purpose set little importance upon 
knowledge of the scriptures. In the place of such 
knowledge is set the study of the syllable om, 
whioli is described in a series of metaphors. Thus 
it is, in one mew, the bow from which the soul as 
an arrow flies to the Brahman, in another the 
arrow which is shot from the body as a bow in 
order to pierce the darkness. It is also the ship 
on which a man travels over the ether of the heart, 
and the chariot which bears him to the world of 
Brahma. The old analysis into three morce occurs 
in the Maitrayanl Upanisad ('vi. 3), which describes 
them as fire, sun, and wind, and calls them the 
essence of all things. The Praina Upanisad (v. 5_), 
acting on the same basis, states that he who medi- 
tates by one mora attains the world of men, by 
two the way of the fathers {pitrydna), and by 
three the way of the gods (devayuna). This con- 
ception, however, changes, and, while four or live 
morce are recognized in the Gopatha, we now hear 
of a fourth «!ora-less part which forms the crown 
of the syllable (Maitrdycinl, m. 23). _ In the latest 
stage of the Atliarvan Upanisads this is definitely 
called the third and a half mora, and is said to 
load to the supreme goal, and to be represented by 
the point {bindu) of the anusvara. Its sound is 
variously described, but normally as some sort of 


echo, and some versions turn the half mora into a 
fourth or add to a half mora an echo. It is, how- 
ever, made clear that the meditation on o)n is not 
the highest stage, which can be performed only in 
absolute silence ; and the syllable is compared with 
a chariot which is abandoned when the high road 
ceases and thefoot-patli begins. Om is only, after 
all, a word, and, ascending from it, man attains to 
nothingness in that -which is not a word. 

Side by side with the philosophic development of 
the symbolism of om in the upanisads its ritual 
use is elaborated and closely defined by the &rauta 
Sutras. The variety of its employment does not 
conceal the essential nature of its uses, which are 
either the solemn affirmation or agreement, as in 
the response {pratigara) of the adhvaryu, or the 
intimation of the commencement and end of a 
recitation or an oft'ering verse — a usage which 
explains the statement that om separates divine 
and human utterance. The special nature of the 
word is marked out by the care taken to define its 
mode of pronunciation and the treatment of final 
letters before it, when it ends a sentence. The 
PrutUakhya of the Bigveda records its use in 
approval, while the PratUcVchya of the Vajasaneyi 
Samhita seems to refer to its use as commencing a 
litany by its assertion that in the Vedas the word 
om, here described by its less usual name omkara, 
has the same sense as atha in the current speech 
(bhusya). 

In the sutras which deal with the domestic 
ritual and customary law a diflerent aspect of the 
use of om from that treated in the Crania Sutras 
presents itself. In the latter om is merely used as 
an important part of the recitation of tlie texts, 
but as early as the Baudhayana BharmaSUtra we 
are told that a man sliould daily recite the Veda 
privately, be it only the syllable om or the vyahrtis, 
and that this constitutes the ollering to Bralimfi. 
Similarly, while an ascetic is not allowed to give 
up the 8-tudy of the Veda altogether, he is per- 
mitted to confine himself to the meditation on om, 
which is the root of the tree of the Veda and its 
essence, and by this means he becomes united with 
the Br.ahman (ii. 10. 23 f.). Still more important 
is the place taken by om in connexion with rites of 
expiation and purification. Baudhayana, in set- 
ting forth (iv. 1) the advantages of the suppression 
of the breath, adds that om begins and ends the 
Vedas, and that om and the vyahrtis are the 
eternal and everlasting Brahman. Por him who 
engages in reciting om, the vydliptis, and the 
gdyatrl no danger exists anywhere. Sixteen sup- 
pressions of the breath, accompanied by recitation 
of the vyahrtis and of om repeated daily, after a 
month purify even the slayer of a learned Brahman. 
The same rules reappear in Vasistha (xxv. and 
xx-vi.), and by bcingrepeatedin the code of Manu (xi. 
249 f.) complete the holiness of thcAvord om as part 
of the ceremonies of purification. On the other 
band, the use of om is equally necessary to the 
magic worker : the KauMka Sutra, that storehouse 
of Indian magic, in describing (ix. 8 f.) the prepara- 
tion of the holy water, insists that the preparation 
shall he accompanied by the use of the syllable. 

In tlie philosophic literature om hoWs its place as 
the object of meditation in the effort to realize the 
Brahman. Thus in the Bhagavad-Gita it is identi- 
fied avith Krsna as the universe and the Brahman, 
and the triad enh tat sat is declared as comprehend- 
ing the nature of the Brahman. In the system of 
the Vedanta as interpreted by Budarfiyana {Sutra, 
iv. 3. 14 f.) it seems that the use of om for purposes 
of meditation falls under the same disadvantage as 
all meditation on the Brahman by means of sym- 
bols: the result is not the clear vision of tlie 
Brahman, hut only the reward appropriate for the 
meditation on the particular symbol in each case ; 
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but this doctrine does not harmonize '\\’itli that of 
the Praina Upanisad, ■which, as we have seen, 
declares that meditation on the three morcB of om 
leads to the devaydna and thus, of course, to the 
Brahman. Nor does it appear that this view of 
otn was ever generally accepted, meditation on om 
being regarded as a normal stage in the develop- 
ment of the knowledge of the highest Brahman. 

This position of om is intensified in the Yoga 
system as it appears in the mtra of Patanjali (i 
27-29) ; it is there brought into connexion -ndth 
Isvara, God, and, under the name of pranava, de- 
clared to express him. The repetition of the word 
and reflexion on its meaning are enjoined as desir- 
able, and it is stated that the result of this practice 
is tlie removal of obstacles and the right knowledge 
of him who thinks in an inverse way, i.e. of one 
who does not seek truth in ordinary consciousness. 
Hence the word has a definite and important place 
in all subsequent doctrine of Yoga practices. 

On the popular side the syllable om persists 
throughout the whole of Indian religion as the 
proper accompaniment of mantras, whether Vedic 
or not. Thus, on the one hand, it is used invari- 
ably to accompany the sacred gdyatrl which it is 
part of the daily duty of the orthodox Hindu to 
repeat, and, on the other hand, it plays a gi-eat 
part in the innumerable varieties of Tantric man- 
tras which form an important feature of the real 
religion of India. Its popularity depends no doubt 
in part on the normal equation of its elements -with 
the Hindu trinity of Visnu, !§iva, and Brahma which 
is already found in the later Upanisads and is fore- 
shadowed earlier. On the other hand, despite its 
popular character, it remains very sacrosanct : at 
the festival of Siva on 27th February, when even 
the lowest castes take part in the rites, while 
women are permitted to make use of the mantras, 
an exception is made of the syllable om, doubtless 
because of its special holiness. ^ As an auspicious 
symbol, from the 6th cent. A.D. onwards, the 
initial letter is found in dilierent forms to denote 
the commencement of a text in MSS and inscrip- 
tions. 

To Jainism and to Buddhism, the syllable om 
and its use were primarily characteristic of the 
Brahman, but the force of the popularity of the 
syllable is sho^vn by the fact that it became an 
integral part of the mantra of AvalokiteSvara in 
the Buddhist pantheon, the famous om manipadme- 
hum. So in the crypto-Buddhism of the i6th cent, 
in Orissa we find that from the iunya, or void, is 
derived the pranava, thus bringing the pranava 
close to the principle of nonentity of the nihilist 
school of Buddhism. 

In the Purdnas besides assertions as to its 
general sanctity we find the .syllable turned to 
sectarian use. Thus in the Liiiga Purdna the 
lihga, which reduces both Yisnu and Brahma to the 
recognition of their inferiority to Siva, bears upon 
it the sacred syllable. On the other hand, it is 
said that, the three letters represent Visnu himself, 
his wife Sii, and the worshipper; that the syllable 
is the three Vedas, the three worlds, the three 
sacred fires, and the three footsteps of Visnu; 
and that b}’ meditation upon it devotees attain 
supreme bliss. 

Literatct-e. — ^The derivation of om Irora arnm is defended 
by F. Mas Mailer, Six Si/ftems of Indian Philosophy, new 
ed., London, 1903, p. 3'2Cf., but is definitely reJectM by 
O. BbhtlinEk and R. Roth, Sanslcrit-Wortfrlnteh, I'etrourad, 
IS-'j.t-TS, i. 1123. For theprnpaca .«ee J. EpE:er:ng', SBB xxvi. 
[1SS5] SS, n. 3. Om in the Upanisads is discussed by P. 
Densscn, The Philosophy of the Upanishads. En?. tr., Edin- 
bntvh, 1906, pp. 101, 390-302; see niso A. Weber, Indisehe 
Stndirn, nerliii. 1840-84, i.x. 24, CO, 90,91, 107, 105,125, 132, 134, 
140-113, 159, ICO. For the Purdrtas see H. H. Wilson, Vishnu 
Purdna, cd. F. Hall, London, 1664-77, 1. 1. Om in the Bad- 


I E. W. Hopkins, Pelioions of India, London, ISOC, p. 453- 
-A. II. Francke, JPAS, 1915, pp. 397-401. 


dhism of Orissa is dealt with by Nagendra Nath Vasn, Jlodem 
Suddhtm, Calcutta, 1911, pp. 44, CO, 62, 71, 72. For om as a 
mafigala see G. Biihler, Indisehe Paliiographie, Strassbunr 
1890, p. S5. For om in the formula of Avalokitc4vara see L do 
la Valine Poussin, Bouddhisme, Baris, 1909, p. SSI. Om in' the 
Vedanta is discussed in SEE x.yxiv. [1S901 169 f., xxxviil, tis901 
193, 196-199, 282 f., xlviii. [1904] Sll f., 362, 664, CS2-6S5. ’ 

A. B. Keith. 

OMAHA INDIANS.— See Siobans. 


OMENS.— See 
Portents. 


Divination, Prodigies and 


OM MANI 
(Buddhist). 


PADME HUM.— See Jewel 


OMNIPOTENCE, OMNIPRESENCE, 
OMNISCIENCE.— See God. 

OMPHALOS i6p<(>a\6s ). — The Greeks had a 
story that Zeus, wishing to ascertain the exact 
centre of the earth, sent forth two eagles to fly 
simultaneously at equal speed from its eastern and 
western ends. They met at Delphi, and there in 
Apollo’s temple was set up in commemoration the 
holy Navel-stone, or Omphalos, with a golden 
eagle at either side to mark earth’s central point.* 

The Delphian Navel-stone is described by Pans- 
anias as ‘made of white marble’ (X. xvi, 3: MBov 
TTCTTDtrjptvov hevKov). Strabo says that it was covered 
with sacred fillets (p. 420 : sal 6p<pd\6s rts ir r^ ra^ 
Teramcoptyos). Numerous representations of the 
Omphalos, especially on coins and vases — on the 
latter most frequently in connexion with the appeal 
of Orestes to the protection of Apollo against the 
avenging spirits of his mother — enabled us to form 
a good idea of it, even before the recovery of actual 
specimens. Generally it is represented as in shape 
like a half-egg standing on a low quadrangular 
base ; sometimes it emerges, as it were, so far ns 
to be nearly like a whole egg ■4nth the lower end 
flattened , to enable it to stand on its pedestal. 
Sometimes bare, at otliers it is draped with hang- 
ing fillets, at others again covered with a kind of 
coarse-meshed diagonal network of fillets, which 
are represented either as plain ribands or as tied 
tightly at regular intervals so as to look like a 
string of eggs (see for many representations J. H. 
Middleton, ‘ The Temple of Apollo at Delphi/ JUS 
ix. [1888] 295 f.).® These ancient pictorial repre- 
sentations are now superseded by two marble 
Oniphaloi actually found at Delphi by the French 
excavators, one of them, covered with a network 
of fillets worked in the marble, having been found 
near the great altar of the Chians in front of 


1 Cf. Eur. Ion, 6f. : | n<aov 

^poTOi?; Plato, 4270 : 6 ffeb? . . . irdr^ioi i^rjyrjT^^ 

<’>■1 TOu b^^oAov KoB^fitvof llcnCC Pindar 

speaKS of the Pythian priestess as ‘ seated near the poldcn cajoles 
of Zeus* {Pyth. iv, 0; ;^pva'^wK Atb? altruiu irapeSpo?). Accord* 
ing to some, Zeus made use of crows in his investigation (Kopaxa^ 
[Strabo, p. 410 f.]), or swans (Pint, de Vef, Orac, 1). These 
variants were prompted hy a desire to bring ti«c OinphalM 
legend into closer connexion with Apollo. In Eur. Jon, 2'-< 
{trTeftfxaa'ty* ivtvr' . * * ■ ’ ■'« ' eniporar> 

and permanent d' ■ * • \ ' ' rc-s, prob- 
ably verj* ancient ■ ' Gofgo/if. 

Probably very ; , ■ ■ ■ . ’ ’ ' » . 

2 Representations of the Omphalos with eagles on it, or bcsirtc 
It, are rare. See electnira coin (5th cent, b.c.) of Cyricos in 
Atim, CAron., Srd scr., vii. [18S7J pi, 1. 23 ; and a hron« coin ol 
Mcgara (reign of Gcti) in F. Imhoof-Blnmer and P. Gardner, 
•Numism. Comincntar>' on Pausanias, * ,///,$' vi. (1S55] 55, pL A f., 
whicli shows what arc meant to he two birds, liardlv dlr.in* 
guishable as eagles, perched on the summit In Mitt, aer crcA 
Jnst. A Giens, xii. (Ib373 pi. 12, U a beautiful 4th cent «.c relief 
from Sparta, show'ing A^^lloand Artemis (Nihe?)ana between 
them, on a step base, a low Omphalos with eagle 

either side. The two golden eagles were looted by the I hocmn 
in the Sacred War, and consequently are not mentioned by 
Pausanlas. Stricllv, Strahovs remark, * there is shown In Ujs 
temple a certain Kavcl decked with Cllets, and upon It the 
images of the legend,* should imply that the eagle?. 
ductions of them, were again visible In hi? day, nearly er/jxto.n 
after the Phocian war ; hut lie Is probably merely copying ifo.. 
older books. 
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the temple (figured in J. E. Harrison, Themis, 
p. 398),i 

A curious difficulty arises as to the exact position of the 
Omphalos at Delphi. From ASsch, JSum. S9f., where the priestess, 
on her way to the inmost shrine, sees Orestes seated in' hii^aKa, 
we inter, though the passage is not very clear, that it stood 
within the temple, and probably in the inmost shrine. This is 
indicated still more clearly in the conversation between Ion and 
the chorus of women standing without the temple, in Eur, Ion, 
223f., aswell as by the remark of Strabo, whether or not that 
svas his own observation. On the other band, Pausanias men- 
tions the Omphalos before he proceeds to the description of the 
exterior of the temple, and long before he speaks of its contents. 
He appears, therefore, to place the stone somewhere outside the 
eastern end of the temple, not far from the altar of the Chians 
on the left of the Sacred Way (Paus. x. xiv. 7 ; cf. Herod, ii. 
135). II ho is right, the Navel-stone must have been moved 
from its place within the temple in the interval between Strabo 
(1st cent. B.o.) and Pausanias (s. a.d. 180). The question thus 
becomes important, ns the change may be indicative of a corre- 
sponding change in attitude towards the Navel-stone and the 
ideas with which it was associated.* 

Perhaps the ejection of the stone was due to Nero, who played 
havoc ivith the temple (Paus. x. viL 1 ; so J. Q. Frazer, Pans- 
anias’s Description of Greece, 0 vols., London, ISOS, v. 317). 
But why was the stone not restored when the prophetic chasm, 
which he had tried to ruin (Dio Cass. Ixiii. 14), was purified? It 
has also been suggested (by Verrall, The Ion of Euripides, 
Cambridge, 1890, p. xlvi) that, when Pausanias mentions as 
witfrin the main cello 3 an altar of Poseidon, with statues of 
two rAtes,4 he is in fact unconsciously describing the Omphalos 
Itself vvith its two mysterious figures that were variously inter- 
preted as Gorgons or eagles. If insistence is to be laid upon his 
disjointed notes,® perhaps we should hold that Pausanias simply 
mistook a facsimile for the genuine object, wliich he was not 
allowed to see in its own place in the adyton. It is possible that 
the excellently preserved specimen mentioned above is the very 
Omphalos which Pausanias had before his eyes at this point in 
his description. There is nothing about it to suggest that it is 
primitive. The original primitive Omphalos, however, was per- 
haps the oldest object in Delphi, and was probably not movahle.6 

What was the real significance of the Omphalos ? 
In the first place, it is to he noted that, far from 
being unique, as, according to the logic of the 
Gre^ legend, should he the case, the Delphian 
Navel-stone was hub one, though the most famous, 
of a number of conical or pyramidal sacred stones 
revered in the Greek world and elsewhere. 

At Hegara a pyramidal stone (Paus. I. xliv, 2 : Xfflos napex6- 
fxevos nvpafiiSos oxvpcL ov uwdXijs) was worshipped under the 
name of Apollo Knrinos ; at Sioyon there were images of Zeus 
Meiliohios and Artemis Patroa, the former in the shape of a 
pyramid, the latter in that of a column (f6. n. lx. 6). Apollo, 
god of streets (Agyieus), was generally represented ns a conical 
pillar in front of the house-door.* The image of Aphrodite in 

her '■ ■ ' ■ OjTprus was a conical white stone 

(Tac ■ . : humana, continuus orbis iatiore 

infti ■ . . iietae mode exsurgens’J. Other 

examples are given by Frazer (Paus. v. SlSf.). Nor, again, 
was the name borne by the Delphian atone peculiar to it. At 
Phleious there was what was called the Navel, 8 which, it was 
claimed, was the centre of the Peloponnese (Paus. n. xiii. 7: 
o icaAovpevov Uehonovyijoov Se nda-rjs pioov, el Srj ra 


1 A marble Omphalos found fn Athens (JiffN i. (1880] pi. v., fft. 
lx. 299) has a truncated top for the reception of a statue. 

2 This inference has been drawn, though not with entire 
success, by A. W. Verrall (note 8 on p. xiv of his cd. of iEsch. 
Eumenidcs, London, 1908, where ho points out that in tlie time 
of Pausanias the Omphalos is * a mere curiositj', and apparently 
Is not even within the building ’). 

s Note that the temple of Apollo at Delphi consisted of four 
parts, namely a pronaos, a naos (or roam cciin), the adyton 
(inmost shrine or sanctuary), and the oracular vault. The ady- 
ton was not open to the public (Paus. X. xxiv. 6 : isbi tov vaow 
vb lotijTaTo) naplaoC re is airh oXiyoi) 1 and even into the celta 
apparently not all were permitted to go (cf. Eur. Ion, 2201.). 
The original place of the Omphalos was the adyton. 

4 Pans. X. xxiv. 4 ; nooeiSuvos gupiit, otito finerclol' to ap^aul- 
rarov ic-raMa ije sal HoffetSSl'os, «(m 2 « Si aal ayoApara Motpuv 
ii/oo 

s • His account of Delphi is more confused than any other part 
of his book. Possibly his loose notes, made on the spot, got 
niixed up, and ho was unable afterwards to arrange them 
correctly ' (Ifiddieton, ./HN is. 292). 

5 It is possible that the original oracular cleft, with its sacred 
Omphalos, was not at the spot afterwards occupied by the great 
temple. It would be upon the occasion of the transference that 
the original grave-mound with its stucco (Atv'itupa) and cone 
was translated into stone in the form in which we know it. 

*Ct. CCS iv. 148 f. It goes back to the primitive stage 
'when pillar and altar and divinity were not clearly dis- 
tinguished.’ , . , 

8 Note tliat the Phlclasian Omphalos was in close proximity 
to an oIkov poiTUcot, behind the Agora. It apparently is re- 
ferred to on the coins (B. Y. Head, /list, yum.-, Oxford, 1911, 
p. 409), Cf. the object called the Navel of Rome (Umbitiem 
liotnw) which stood behind the Rostra in the Roman Forum. 


itna rlpyKcuriy); and in Crete, but for a different reason, a 
certain place bore the same name (Dibd. Sic. v. Ixx. 4). 

Various explanations of the Omphalos have been 
suggested. It was a really brilliant idea of some 
of tlie ancients, or else a remarkable example of 
tenacity of tradition, when it was held that it 
markett the grave of the Python or of Dionysos.^ 
The Omphalos really was a grave-mound of the 
sacred snake of Delphi, his abode after death, the 
seat of his power to aid through his oracular voice. 
It is a complex of grave and grave-stone, and as 
the latter it is not merely commemorative but 
magical. In its aspect as grave-stone it is nlti- 
mately of phallic origin. It is thus not confined 
to_ Delphi, nor associated only uith Apollo.® Its 
primary connexion is with the primitive earth- 
deity and the spirits of the dead, who are also in 
some mvsterious way the source of life and fertility 
for the living.® Apollo dethroning Gaia from her 
ancient seat, slaying the snake-daimon Python 
and usurping the oracle, though he is fain to keep 
the old machinery — the cleft, the tripod, and the 
Omphalos — represents the incoming of a new race 
with different, and, on the whole, higher ideas of 
religion. To the end, however, Apollinism, ns 
well as the other ‘ Olympian ’ cults of Greece, con- 
tinued to be rooted m the far more ancient pre- 
Hellenic, in some respect universal, type of 
religion, characterized by worship of daimonio 
earth-powers, ghosts of the dead strong for good 
and evil, exhibiting themselves as the sacred snake 
whose power is located in his tomb and magic 
column.® 

Literaturk. — J. E. Harrison, Themis, Cambridge, 1912, 
p. 384 f., and art. ' Delphica,’ in JBS xix. [1899) 205 8. ; J. H. 
Middleton, * Tbe Temple of Apollo at Delphi,’ in JUS ix. [1888] 
282 f.; 0. Gruppe, Griechische Mythoiogie und Religions- 
geschiehte, in Iwan von iliiller’s ffandbuch, v. ii., Jlunioh, 
1897; C. Bbtticher, Dcr Omphalos des Zeus zu Delphi, Berlin, 
1869; W. Deonna, REG xxriii. [1016] 444, remarks; ‘La 

3 uestlon de I’omphalos est k I’ordre du jour arcbSologique, ces 
erniers temps.’ He mentions a number of recent papers and 


books to 
writer. 


erniers temps.’’ He mentions a number of recent papers and 
ooks to which access has not been possible for the present 
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ONEIDA COMMUNITY.— See COMMUNISTIC 
Societies of America. 

ONEIDA INDIANS.— See Iroquois. 

ONTOGENY AND PHYLOGENY.— Onto- 
geny, in biological language, means the life-history 
of tbe individual organism ; pbylogeny the racial 
history of the class, order, family, genus, or species 
to which the organism belongs. Ontogeny is in- 
dividual development ; pbylogeny is racial evolu- 
tion. The usage is due to Haeckel, who formulated 
the recapitulation-doctrine that ontogeny tends 
to recapitulate phylogeny. As ontogeny has been 
discussed under Detolopment, and pbylogeny, in 

1 Vnrro, de Ding. Lat. vii. 17 : ‘ Bed terrae medium non boo 
Bed quod vocant Delpliis In aede ad latua est qulddam ut 
thesauri Epccte, quod Oraeci vocant hpitakiv quern Pythonos 
aiunt tumulum.* Cf. Hesveb, S.v. To^Cov Bovi-or : naX 6 opijiaXbs 
TBv yuv, Toifiov cirri tov livfluji-or. By thesaurus Varro is now 
taken to mean not, as was formerly Bupposed, a beehive tomb, 
like the eo-called Treasury of Atreus, but a money-box ot the 
beehive tomb shape. See H. Graeven, In Jahrb. des arch. Inst 
xvi. [1901] ICO. 

2 The Omphalos in conne.xion with the cult of Aphrodite is 
noticed above. For the snake-twined Omphalos of Askleplos 
on coin oC Pergamos sec J. E. Harrison, Themis, p. 8S4. 
Askleptos is, of course, a snake-daimon of earth, giver of health 
and Icrtilitj' through his dream-oracle. 

2 Hence H. K. Ulrichs was so far right In interpreting the 
Omphalos ns a fetish stone ot tbe earth-goddess (Reisen und 
Forsehungen, i., Bremen, 1S40, p. 77 f.). Cf. an inscription of 
Argos, which tells how the npopavrin and npoii^ai ot Apollo 
Pythios ' established in accordance ivitli theoracle the omphalos 
of Ga . . . and arranged a thesauros in the oracular shrine' 
(W. Vollgraff, in DCIi, 1903, p. 271 1 .) — probably a rcconstrno- 
tion of a primitive sanctunrj-. 

4 Cf. CGS iv. 193 : • What strikes ns ns most alien to Apollo in 
the Delphic ritual is the idea that the source of the inspiration 
is in the subterranean world, for he of all Greek deities ha-s no 
part or lot in Uiis.' 
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but this doctrine does not harmonize until that of 
the Praina Upanisad, whicli, as u'e have seen, 
declares that meditation on the three morcB of om 
leads to the devaydna and thus, of course, to the 
Brahman. Nor does it appear that this view of 
om was ever generally accepted, meditation on om 
being regarded as a normal stage in the develop- 
ment of the knowledge of the highest Brahman. 

This position of om is intensified in the Yoga 
system as it appears in the sutra of Patanjali (i. 
27-29) ; it is there brought into connexion with 
Isvara, God, and, under the name of pranava, de- 
clared to express him. The repetition of the word 
and reflexion on its meaning are enjoined as desir- 
able, and it is stated that the result of this practice 
is the removal of obstacles and the right knowledge 
of him who thinks in an inverse way, i.c. of one 
who does not seek truth in ordinary consciousness. 
Hence the word has a definite and important place 
in all subsequent doctrine of Yoga practices. 

On the popular side the syllable om persists 
throughout the whole of Indian religion as the 
proper accompaniment of mantras, whether Vedic 
or not. Thus, on the one hand, it is used invari- 
ably to accompany the sacred gdyatrl which it is 
part of the daily duty of the orthodox Hindu to 
repeat, and, on the other hand, it plays a great 
part in the innumerable varieties of Tantric man- 
tras which form an important feature of the real 
religion of India. Its popularity depends no doubt 
in part on the normal equation of its elements -with 
the Hindu trinity of Visnu, Siva, and Brahma which 
is already found in the later Upanisads and is fore- 
shadowed earlier. On the other hand, despite its 
popular charac^r, it remains very sacrosanct : at 
the festival of Siva on 27th February, when even 
the lowest castes take part in the rites, while 
women are permitted to make use of the mantras, 
an exception is made of the syllable om, doubtless 
because of its special holiness.^ As an auspicious 
symbol, from the Gtli cent. A.D. onwards, the 
initial letter is found in dilierent forms to denote 
tlae commencement of a text in MSS and inscrip- 
tions. 

To Jainism and to Buddhism the syllable om 
and its use were primarily characteristic of the 
Brahman, but the force of the popularity of the 
sjfllable is shoAvn by the fact that it became an 
integral part of the mantra of AvalokiteSvara in 
the Buddhist pantheon, the famous om manipadme^ 
hiim. So in tlie crypto-Buddhism of the IGth cent, 
in Orissa we find that from the iunya, or void, is 
derived the pranava, thus bringing the pranava 
close to the principle of nonentity of the nihilist 
school of Buddhism. 

In the Purdnas besides assertions as to its 
general sanctity we find the syllable turned to 
sectarian use. Thus in the Lrhga Parana the 
lihga, which reduces both Visnu and Brahma to the 
recognition of their inferioritj' to Siva, bears upon 
it the sacred syllable. On the other hand, it is 
said that^the three letters represent Visnu himself, 
his wife Sri, and the worshipper ; that the syllable 
is the three Vedas, the three worlds, the three 
sacred fires, and the three footsteps of Visnu; 
and that by meditation upon it devotees attain 
supreme bliss. 

Littiiatcre. — ^The derivation of om from avam is defended 
by F. Max Miiller, Siz S'jftems of Indian Philosophy, new 
ed., London, 1903, p. 322 f., but is definitely rejected by 
O. Bobtlingk and R. Roth, Sanshrit-Wdrlrrlnch, I’etrojtrad, 
1555-75, i. 1122. For theprapara fee J. EgrEolmg't SBE xxvi. 
tlSSS] SS, n. 3. Om in the Upanisads is discussed by P. 
Deussen, The Philosophy of the Upanishads, En"-. tr., Edln- 
biinrh, 1903, pp. 101, S59-392; see also A. Weber, Indisehe 
Studien, Keriin. 1S40-S4. fcc. 24, CO, 90, 01, 107, lOS, 125, 132, 131, 
140-143, 159, ICO. For the Purdyas see H. H. Wilson, Vishilu 
Purilna, ed. F. Hail, I/jndon, 16o-t-77, i. 1. Om in the Bud- 


1 E. W. Hopkins, Beliaiojis of India, London, 1£9C, p. 453. 
5.\. H. Francke, JBAS, 1915, pp. 307-101. 


dhism of Orissa is dealt with by Nagcndra Nath Vasu, Modem 
Buddhism, Calcutta, 1011, pp. 44, 00, 62, 71, 72. For om as a 
maiigala see G. Buhier, Indisehe Patuographie, Stras«btirtr 
1S9G, p. 85. For om in the formula of Avalokitc^vara see L. de 
la Vallde Poussin, Bouddhisme, Paris, 1909, p. SSI. Om in the 
Vedanta is discussed in SBE xxxiv. [1S90J 169 f., x.wwiii. 118961 
103, 196-199, 2S2 f., xlviii. [1904J 311 862, 664, GS2-6S5. 

_ A. B. Keith. 

OMAHA INDIANS.— See Siotjans. 


OMENS.— See Divination, Prodigies and 
Portents. 


OM MANX PADME HUM.— See Jewel 
(Buddhist). 

OMNIPOTENCE, OMNIPRESENCE, 
OMNISCIENCE.— See God. 


OMPHALOS [6yej>a\bs). — The Greeks )iad a 
story that Zens, wisliing to a.scertain the exact 
centre of the earth, sent forth two eagles to fly 
simultaneously at equal speed from its eastern and 
western ends. They met at Delphi, and there in 
Apollo’s temple was set up in commemoration tlio 
holy Navel-stone, or Omphalos, with a golden 
eagle at either side to mark earth’s central point.' 

The Delphian Navel-stone is described by Paus- 
anias as ‘made of white marble’ (X. xvi. 3: Wov 
irearoirifibvov XsvkoD). Strabo says that it was covered 
with sacred fillets (p. 420 : xal bfupaXbs ns iy np yap 
Teraiyaa/dyos). Numerous representations of the 
Omphalos, especially on coins and vases — on the 
latter most frequently in connexion with the appeal 
of Orestes to the protection of Apollo against the 
avenging spirits of his mother — enabled us to form 
a good idea of it, even before the recoverj’ of actual 
specimens. Generally it is represented as in shape 
like a half-egg standing on a low quadrangular 
base ; sometimes it emerges, as it were, so far ns 
to be nearly like a whole egg with the lower end 
flattened to enable it to stand on its pedestal. 
Sometimes bare, at others it is draped with hang- 
ing fillets, at others again covered with a kind of 
coarse-meshed diagonal network of fillets, wliich 
are represented either as plain ribands or as tied 
tightly at regular intervals so as to look like a 
string of eggs (see for many representations J. H. 
Middleton, ‘ The Temple of Apollo at Delphi,’ JUS 
ix. [1888] 295f.).2 These ancient pictonal repre- 
sentations are now superseded by two marble 
Omphaloi actually found at Delphi by the Frencli 
excavators, one of them, covered with a network 
of fillets worked in the marble, having been found 
near the great altar of the Chians in front of 


t Cf, Ear, Ion, 5 f, : tv* 6yrf>ahby I pi ■ 
porot?; Plato, 4270 : 6 • • ■ ' ■ _ 

rjy <jri rov bui^oAov Koffjjfxevof ■ 

peaKs of the Pythian priestess as * seated near the polaen 
f Zeus* iv, 6r Atbj atcTutu TrapfJpoc). Accord* 

Iff to some, Zeus made use of crows In his investiffation (Kopaxat 
Jtrabo, p. 41Df,)), or swans (Pint, de J)e/. Orac. 1). 'pjesc 
arianta were prompted by a desire to brinff riic 
iffend Into closer connexion wdth Apollo. In Eur. Jon, 
rretiuoa-C y ivBvrov a “ “■ T ‘cmjKirary 

ad permanent decorr * ■ • ^ res, prob- 

bly very ancient and ■ ' 'Oorgons. 

rdbably very’ few pec* ' ' ".a 

2 Eepresentations of the Omphalos with eagles on it, or beside 
, are rare. See elecirum coin (6th cent. B.c.) of Cyricus in 
'ttm, Chron., 3rd scr., vii. fl687J pi. 1. 23 ; and a bron« coin of 
rcffara (rciffn of Geta) in F. Imhoof-Kltimer and P. Gardner, 

S’limisin. Commentary on Pausania8,'4/i/.?v}.flS35) 55, P** A‘X*» 

hich shows what are meant to be two birds, Iiardly dlstin* 
aishable as eagles, perched on the summit. In deg 
nst, Athens, xii. ilb37) pi 12, Is a beautiful 4th cent. C.c. relief 
om Sparta, showing Apolloand Artemis (Nike?) and ^ctween 
lem, on a step base, a low Omphalos with eagle 
ther side. The two golden eagles were looted by the i 
! the Sacred War, and consequently arc not rnentionc't n/ 
xusanias. Strictlv, Strabo's remark, ‘there fa shown in th- 
mple a certain Navel docked with fiUeU, and upon I. the 
1.1CTS of the legend,’ should imply that the 
jctionsof them, wereacram visible in hia da\,nearo 
ter the Phodan war ; but he probabJy rntrely ccj-ying irn.. 
fler books. 
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the temple (figured in J. E. Harrison, Themis, 
p. 398).i 

A curious difticulty arises as to the exact position of the 
Omphalos at Delphi. From jEsch. .Etim. S9f., where the priestess, 
on her way to the inmost shrine, sees Orestes seated iw' op^oA^, 
we infer, though the passage is not very clear, that it stood 
within the temple, and probably in the inmost shrine. Tills is 
indicated still more clearly in the conversation between Ion and 
the chorus of women standing without the temple, in Eur. Ion, 
223 f., ns well as by the remark of Strabo, whether or not that 
was his own observation. On the other hand, Pausanias men- 
tions the Omphalos before he proceeds to the description of the 
exterior of the temple, and long before he speaks of ite contents. 
He appears, therefore, to place the stone somewhere outside the 
eastern end of the temple, not far from the altar of the Chians 
on the left of the Sacred Way (Pans. x. xiv. V ; cf. Herod, ii. 
135). If he is right, the Navel-stone must have been moved 
from its place within the temple in the interval between Strabo 
(1st cent. B.o.) and Pausanias (c. a.d. 180). The question thus 
becomes important, os the change may be indicative of a corre- 
sponding change in attitude towards the Navel-stone and the 
ideas with which it was associated.^ 

Perhaps the ejection of the stone was duo to Nero, who played 
havoc with the temple (Paus. x. vii. 1 ; so J. Q. Fraser, Pans- 
anias’a Description of Greece, 6 vols., London, 1893, v. 317). 
But why was the stone not restored when the prophetic chasm, 
which he had tried to ruin (Dio Cass. Ixiii. 14), was purified? It 
has also been suggested (by Verrall, The Ion of Euripides, 
Cambridge, 1890, p. xlvi) that, when Pausanias mentions as 
wiblin the main eella^ an altar of Poseidon, with statues of 
two FAte3,4 he is in fact unconsciously describing the Omphalos 
Itself with its two mysterious figures that were variously inter- 
preted as Gorgons or eagles. If insistence is to be laid upon his 
disjointed notes,® perhaps we should hold that Pausanias simply 
mistook a facsimile for the genuine object, which he was ;iob 
allowed to see in its own place in the adyton. It is possible that 
the excellently preserved specimen mentioned above is the very 
Omphalos which Pausanias had before his eyes at this point in 
his description. There is nothing about it to suggest that it is 
rimitive. The original primitive Omphalos, however, was per- 
aps the oldest object in Delphi, and was probably not movable.® 
What ivas the real Bignificance of the Omphalos ? 
In the first place, it is to he noted that, far from 
being unique, as, according to the logic of the 
Greek legend, should he the case, the Delphian 
Navel-stone ivas hut one, though the most famous, 
of a number of conical or pyramidal sacred stones 
revered in the Greek Avorld and elsewhere. 

At Megara a pyramidal stone (Paus. i. xliv. 2 : Ai'fiov wopex'i- 
\uvos irvpopWov <rxfipa ou umoAqr) was worshipped under the 
name of Apollo Karinos ; at Sioyon there were images of Zeus 
Mellichios and Artemis Patroa, the former in the shape of a 
pyramid, the latter in that of a column (ib. ii. ix. 6). Apollo, 
god of streets (Agyieus), was generally represented as a conical 
filar in front of the house-door.? The image of Aphrodite in 
er great temple at Paphos in Cyprus was a conical white stone 
(Tac. Hist, ii. S ; ‘ non elfigie humana, continuus orbis latiore 
Initio tenuem in ambitum metae modo exsurgens'). Other 
examples are given by Frazer (Pons. v. 318 f.). Nor, again, 
was the name borne by the Delphian stone peculiar to it. At 
Phleious there was what was called the Navel,8 which, it was 
claimed, was the centre of the Peloponnese (Paus. ii. jdii. 7 : 
o KoXovfxrvov 'OpijiaXov, HeAoTrovnJo-ou fie ndaijs peavv, ti fiq va 

1 A marble Omphalos found in Athen3(J'irS i. [1880] pi. v., ib. 
lx. 299) has a truncated top for the reception of a statue. 

®Thi5 inference has been drawn, though not with entire 
success, by A. W. Verrall (note 3 on p. xiv of his ed. of iEsch. 
Eumenides, London, 1908, where ho points out that in the time 
of Pausanias the Omphalos is ‘ a mere curiosit}', and apparently 
is not even within the building ’). 

® Note that the temple of Apollo at Delphi consisted of four 
parts, namely a jironaos, a naos (or main cetla), the adyton 
(inmost shrine or sanotuarj’), and the oracular vault. The ady- 
ton vms pot open to the public (Paus. x. xxiv. 6 : is fit toS vaoS 
■A iomaTa wapiao-i n is avrb oAiyot) ; and even into the celta 
apparently not all were permitted to go (cf. Eur. Ion, 226 f.). 
The original place of the Omphalos was the adyton. 

4 Pau3.^X. xxiv. 4 : Houeififiivos fiw/uJs, on to pavreiov A apxai.6- 
TttTOV KTfjpa ijv Kat HofretfitdVos, ccmjKe fii xal ayaAjaara Motpwv 
fiuo. 

® ' His account of Delphi is more confused than any other part 
of his book. Possibly his loose notes, made on the spot, got 
mixed up, and he was unable afterwards to arrange them 

corr— 

® ■ ' ' .r cleft, ivith its sacred 

pwi ■ ■ . . occupied by the great 

temple. It would be upon the occasion of the transference that 
the original grave-mound with its stucco (AeilKoipa) and cone 
^hto stone in the form in which wo know it. 

, u '• Sy,® *'’• 148 f. It goes back to the primitive stage 
tingu?sl ed ’*^ altar and divinity were not clearly dis- 

8 Note that the Phleiasian Omphalos was in close proximity 
to an oTxos nai-riicfis, behind the Agora. It apparently is re- 
coins (B. Y. Head, Ilist. Num.^, Oxford, 1911, 
p. 409). Of. the object called the Navel of Rome (Umbilicus 
iiOin®) W’hiCQ stood behind the Kostra in the Koman Forum. 


oi^tt eJpi 7 i:acrt>»); and in Crete, but for a different reason, a 
certain place bore the same name (Bibd. Sic, v. Ixx. 4). 

Various explanations of the Omphalos have been 
suggested. _ It was a really brilliant idea of some 
of tlie ancients, or else a remarkable example of 
tenacity of tradition, when it was held that it 
markcQ the grave of the Python or of Dionysos.? 
The Omphalos really was a grave-mound of the 
sacred snake of Delphi, his abode after death, the 
seat of his power to aid through his oracular voice. 
It is a complex of grave and grave-stone, and as 
the latter it is not merely commemorative but 
magical. In its aspect as grave-stone it is ulti- 
mately of phallic origin. It is thus not confined 
to_ Delphi, nor associated only with Apollo.® Its 
primary connexion is with tlie primitive earth- 
deity and the spirits of the dead, who are also in 
some mysterions way the source of life and fertility 
for the living.® Apollo dethroning Gaia from her 
ancient seat, sla 3 Hng the snake-daimon Python 
and usurping the oracle, though he is fain to keep 
the old madiinery — the cleft, the tripod, and the 
Omphalos — represents the incoming of a new race 
with different, and, on the whole, higher ideas of 
religion. To the end, however, Apollinism, as 
well as the other ‘ Olympian ’ cults of Greece, con- 
tinued to be rooted in the far more ancient pre- 
Hellenic, in some respect universal, type of 
religion, characterized by worship of daimonio 
earth-powers, ghosts of the dead strong for good 
and evil, exhibiting themselves as the sacred snake 
whose power is located in his tomb and magic 
column.4 

Litebature. — J. E. Harrison, Themis, Cambridge, 1912, 
p. 384 f., and art. ‘ Delphioa,' in JES xix. [1899) 205 ff. ; J. H. 
Middleton, • The Temple of Apollo at Delphi,’ in JES ix. [1888] 
282f. ; O. Gmppe, Griechisehe Mythologic und Religions- 
gesehichte, in Iwan von MiiUer’s Eandbuch, v. ii., Munich, 
1897; C. Bettlcher, Der Omphalos des Reus zu Delphi, Berlin, 
1859; W. Deonna, REG xxviii. [1915] 444, remarks: ‘La 
question de Vomphalos est & I’ordre du jour archfiologique, ces 
derniers temps.' He mentions a number of recent papers and 
books to which access has not been possible tor the present 
writer. IV. J. IVOODHOHSE. 

ONEIDA COMMUNITY.— See Communistic 
Societies of America. 

ONEIDA INDIANS.— See Iroquois. 

ONTOGENY AND PHYLOGENY.— Onto- 
geny, in biological language, means the life-history 
of the individual organism ; phylogeny the racial 
history of the class, order, family, genus, or species 
to which the organism belongs. Ontogeny is in- 
dividual development; phylogeny is racial evolu- 
tion. The usage is due to Haeckel, who formulated 
the recapitulation -doctrine that ontogeny tends 
to recapitulate phylogeny. As ontogeny lias been 
discussed under Development, and phylogeny, in 

1 Varro, de Idnff, Zat. vil. 17 : ‘eed terrae medium non hoc 
sed quod vocant Belphis In aede ad latua est qulddam ut 
thesauri specie, quod Graeci vocant o/x^oAdv quern Pythonoa 
alunt tunmlum.* Cf. Hesj’ch, s.v. Tofiov Bowo? i #cal 6 oja^oAb? 

eorl Tov Hvflwvoj. By (ftwnunw Varro is now 
taken to mean not, as was forraerl 3 * supposed, a beehive tomb, 

I like the 8o.called Treasury of Atreus, but a money-box of the 
i beehive tomb shape. See H. Graeven, in Jahtb, des arch, Inst 
xvi. (1901] ICO. 

2 The Omphalos in connexion with the cult of Aphrodite Is 
noticed above. For the snake-twined Omphalos of Asklcpios 
on coin of Pergamos aeo J. E.^ Harrison, Themis^ p. SS4. 
Asklcpios is, of course, a snake-daimon of earth, giver of health 
and fertility through his dream-oracle. 

2 Hence H. K. Olrichs was so far right in interpreting the 
Omphalos as a fetish stone of the earth-goddess {ReUen nnd 
Forschungen, i., Bremen, 1840, p. 77 f.). Of. an inscription of 
Argos, which tells how the ?rpo/xa>»Tie9 and irpofJtTjTat of Apollo 

r ‘ ‘-k the oracle the omphalos 

i . . ■ in the oracular shrine* 

{ probably a rcconstruc- 

s ‘ ' ■ ■ ■ . as most alien to Apollo in 

• ■ ■ ■ source of the inspiration 

is in the subterranean world, for he of all Greek deities has no 
part or lot In this.* 
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part, under Evolution, this article -vvill deal 
mainly with the relation between them. 

I. Ontogeny. — (1) The term must be taken to 
include the whole life-history of the individual 
until the adult form is reached, but no precise 
punctuation is possible. Thus the brain may go 
on developing in complexity of nerve-cell con- 
nexions after all the other parts have reached their 
climax. It is often possible to distinguish an 
eniSryom'c period within the egg-envelopes, a larval 
period, when the developing organism looks after 
itself but has not yet assumed the characteristic 
form of the adult (c.g., caterpillar and tadpole), a 
juvenile period, when it shows the definitive features 
but is still very immature, an adolescent period, 
when the sexual maturity begins to be attained, 
and un adult period, when development wanes. 
One period may pass smootlily and gradually into 
another, or there may be crises of change. When 
these crises are very marked and involve re-organ- 
ization — e.g., when a pupating caterpillar gives 
rise to a Dutterfly, or a free-swimming Pluteus- 
larva to a sea-urchin, or a tadpole to a frog — the 
term metamorphosis is appropriate. It is some- 
times useful to distinguish an early period of organ- 
forming (organogenesis) within the egg from a later 
period of functional development when the young 
creature actively uses its various parts. 

(2) It is important to recognize that there are 
usually successive chapters in ontogeny, and that 
one organism may differ from another in the 
emphasis that is laid on one or other of these. One 
chapter may be long-di'aum-out and another may 
be telescoped, and this seems to have come about 
in adaptation to particular conditions of life. Thus 
many fresh-water animals, such as the crayfish, 
have suppressed the larval stages which their rela- 
tives _ in the sea exhibit. This is adaptive, for 
the risks of being borne into unsuitable places are 
serious in rivers, but negligible in the open sea. 
Tliat some river animals, such as caddis-worms, 
have prolonged larval stages does not affect the 
argument, for it ■will be found that they in turn 
have special adaptations, such as gripping struc- 
tures or adhesive secretions which secure safety. 
The echinoderms of Polar seas have in most cases 
suppressed the free-swimming larval stages which 
are so characteristic of this class of animals, and 
this may be reasonably interpreted as adaptive to 
the inhospitable character of the surface waters. 
To take a very different illustration, it was observed 
by Alfred Russel Wallace that the mound-birds, or 
megapods, of Celebes leave their eggs to hatch, all 
unattended, in great hotbeds of dead leaves, and 
that the young birds can fly away on the day of 
their birth. In other words, a very peculiar con- 
dition is met by a precocious development of the 
flying power ; the suppression of incubation has its 
counterpart in tlie suppression of the chick stage. 
The general idea is clear, that the great variety of 
life-history may be in part described as an elongat- 
ing or a telescoping or this or that chapter in the 
ontogeny, and that this may be adaptive to par- i 
ticuJar conditions of life. 

(3) Ontogeny is always a function of the heredi- 
tary nature on the one hand, and appropriate 
nurture on the other. The inheritance cannot be 
expressed except under the influence of certain enri- 
ronmental conditions and liberating stimuli ; and 
the expression varies in some measure according to 
the nurture and the use which the organism makes 
of it from stage to stage. A rich nature may enrich 
itself ; a poor one may impoverish itself. In a 
general way it may be said that the intrinsic factors 
implied in the germinal organization are directive, 
and that the extrinsic factors implied in the envi- 
ronmental or nurtural conditions serve as stimuli or 
inhibitants, or have a directly modifying influence. 


2 . Hoiv phylogeny may be discovered.— Very 
little is as yet certain in regard to the detailed 
phylogeny of living creatures. The construction 
of elaborate genealogical trees is still premature 
unless their provisional character is emphasized. 
Thus, while it is probably safe to say that birds 
evolved from the extinct deinosaurian reptiles, and 
from the subdi\’ision Ornithischia, what tlie precise 
pedigree has been we do not know. Similarly it is 
still impossible to speak irith definiteness in regard 
to the relationship of the numerous orders of living 
birds. It is easy to convince ourselves that swifts 
are not nearly related to swallows, nor cranes to 
herons, but it is only in a very tentative way that 
we can piece the parts of the pedigree together. 
The difficulties seem to be greatest when we mquire 
into the origin of the distinctive phyla (or series of 
related classes) — vertebrates, molluscs, echino- 
demis, and so forth. We have more definite know- 
ledge of the descent of modem elephants from 
forms like Palmomastodon than we have of the 
origin of mammals, and we are mucli more con- 
vinced as to the derivation of mammals from reptiles 
than as to the origin of vertebrates from, let us 
say, annelid worms. 

The establishment of a probable pedigree is an 
inference from various kinds of eridence. (a) 
There are the remains of extinct types buried in 
the fossil-bearing rocks, and, were tins record com- 
plete and available, the deeiphering of pedigrees 
would simply be a question of time and patience. 

But, as Darwin said, the geological record is like ‘ a history 
of the world imperfectly kept, and written in a changing dialect ; 
of this historj' we possess the last voluine alone, relating only 
to two or three countries. Of this volume, only here and there 
a short chapter has been preserved ; and of each page, only here 
and there a few lines.’ t 

On the other hand, the rock-record is often sur- 
prising, A good deal is known in regard^ to fossil 
]elly-&hes ; certain stages in the life-history of 
some extinct forms, such as graptolites and bracli- 
iopods, are decipherable : the young ichthyosaurs 
can be seen -within their mother; and the actual 
variations of some fresh-avater snails^ {Paludiiia 
neumayri and Planorbis multiformis) can be 
studied. W. B. Scott of Princeton remarks : 

‘The geologic.al record is not so hopelessly incomplete as 
Darwin believed it to be. Since The Origin of Speciei was 
Written, our knowledge of that record has been enormously 
extended and we now possess, no complete volumes. It is true, 
but some remarkably full and illuminating chapteiy. The main 
significance of the whole lies in the fact, that just in proportion 
to the completeness of the record Is the unequivocal character 
of its testimony to the truth of the evolutionary theory.’” 

(6) The second basis for a pedigree is found in 
the structural resemblances of living forms. A 
deep-seated similitude in hip -girdle, hind leg, 
shoulder-girdle, and skull links modern birds back 
to the Ornithischia already mentioned, and the 
affiliation is corroborated by homologies between 
modem birds and modern reptiles. _ Tims bqtji 
have a complex lower faw whicli articulates with 
the quadrate bone ; both have an inter-tarsal ankle 
joint; both have epidermic scales. These three 
resemblances are merely instances, and they are of 
unequal importance, the first being more significant 
than the second, and the second more significant 
than the third ; but it is evident that, secure as 
may be the palmontologic.al basis for the conclusion 
that birds have evolved from a reptile stock, we 
reasonably look for some corroboration in hom- 
olomes between extant representatives of the two 

classes. In proportion to the specialization of the 

modem derivatives of a common ancestral stock 
will it be diflicult to find other than very deep- 
seated resemblances between them, and in sncli 
cases great interest often attaches to_ ■vestigial 
structures — useless dwindling relics — which linger 


1 Origin of Specie^, Ixmdon, 1SS2, p. 

2 Vancin and Jlodem Science^ cd. A- O. Seward, Cambria,, e, 

oe, p. 100. 
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as tell-tale evidences of a superficially obliterated ! 
affinity. Thus the vestigial hip-girdle and hind- ' 
limb of cetaceans are of some significance in sug- 
gesting pedigree. ] 

(c) In trying to discover the phylogeny of a type, 
recourse may also be had to tne study of develop- 
ment. _ A clue is sometimes to be found here when 
none is offered either by palmontology or by the 
anatomical comparison of extant forms. A signal 
case was Kowalevsky’s discernment (1866) of the 
ohordate affinities of ascidians. No one had sus- 
pected that these peculiar sedentary animals were 
retrogressive chordates till Kowalevsky showed 
that the free-swimming larva had a dorsal nerve- 
cord, a notochord in the tail region, gill-slits open- 
ing from the pharynx to the exterior, and an eye 
developing from the brain. In the same way 
Vaughan Thompson’s discernment of the position 
of barnacles among crustaceans was due to his dis- 
covery of the life-history. It may be said, however, 
that the study of development does not usually 
reveal the pedigree, but serves only to confirm the 
conclusion arrived at from the study of homologies 
and connecting links. To sum up, then : our know- 
ledge of the phylogeny of a type rests on three sets 
of data — those derived from a study of extinct 
forms, those derived from comparative anatomy, 
and those furnished by embryology. Interesting 
corroborations may sometimes be found in other 
quarters; thus the mingling of the blood of two 
related types, such as horse and ass, hare and rabbit, 
is harmonious, while the mingling of the blood of 
unrelated types is destructive. Or, again, some 
light has occasionally rewarded the study of varia- 
tion whether experimentally induced or occurring 
spontaneously in wild nature. Reversions, for 
instance, may occasionally serve as finger-posts in 
inquiries into phylogeny. 

3 . Relation of phylogeny to ontogeny. ■— The 
phylogeny, or racial history, of a, type, such as 
spider or snail, frog or stork, implies a succession 
of achievements (differentiations and integrations) 
which, taken as a whole, seem to have required 
long ages for their establishment. Taking the last 
examj^e, we think of tlie remote and obscure origin 
of back-boned animals or chordates, of tlie diverg- 
ing of one vertebrate class after another until 
reptiles appeared, of the emergence of birds from 
the bipedal Ornitbischian stock, of the appearance 
of primitive Ciconiiformes, and of the dillerentia- 
tion which led to the stork type at last. Now 
these successive steps in evolution have been, in_a 
manner which we cannot conceive, enregistered in 
the germinal organization of the germ-cells by 
which tiie lineage is continued from generation to 
generation. Could we have seen into the details 
of the germ-cell of a primitive bird, we should 
probably have discovered more complexity than 
fay in the germ-cell of the primitive reptile, a,nd 
much more than in the germ-cell of the primitive 
vertebrate. Even if microscopical sections of the 
germ-cells of extinct types were available, the 
various degrees of germinal complexity lie beyond 
the limits of visual demonstration, but the proba- 
bility is that the germinal organization becomes 
increasingly intricate in an ascending phylogenetic 
series. (As a matter of fact some germ-cells are 
visibly much more complicated than others.) The 
difficult problem is how the enrichment of the 
germinal organization could come about. 

We are adhering to the generally accepted view 
that the course of evolution has been from the 
apparently simple to the obviously complex— a 
process of increasing differentiation and integration 
except in parasitism, degeneracy, and other paths 
of retrogression. It may be noted, however, that 
W. Bateson has recently directed attention to the 
number of evolutionary changes which may be 


interpreted as due to loss, or to the removal of 
inhibiting factors. 

He asks that biologists should consider ‘ whether the course ot 
Evolution can at nil reasonably be represented as an unpacking 
ot an original complex which contained within itself the whole 
range ot diversity which living things present' (President’s Ad- 
dress, Brit. Assoc., Australia, 1014 ; see Jfature, xciii. [1014] 640). 
On this view organic evolution has been a sequence 
of emancipations, a throiving off of shackles ; we 
adhere to the conception of a sequence of experi- 
ments in ‘creative synthesis,’ a series of adven- 
tures, often wild, in self-expression. To vary the 
metaphor, for the problem is hardly as yet dis- 
cussible in other terms, we think of the living 
creature as a creative artist tvith itself as its chief 
work. Or, again, we think of it as trafficking 
with its environment, as trading with time, as 
putting its hereditary talents out to usury, or even 
speculating with them. In this, it seems important 
to observe, there need be much less of the fortui- 
tous than is usually supposed. Eor the variation 
which arises in a germ-cell is in some measure 
conditioned by the already established organization 
— by the already accepted architectural style. 
Nor is the sifting or selection which decides the 
fate of the individual expression of the variation 
in question to be thought of as blind or haphazard ; 
it is in definite and subtle relation to the correla- 
tions of organisms, the linkages, the web of life — 
the sijstema naturcc, in short— already established. 

If the course of evolution has been a series of 
discoveries or inventions, or even a sequence of 
emancipations, there must have been registrations 
in the germinal organization, and there are two 
ways in which this enregistering may be thought 
of. (1) On the one hand, the experience of the 
fully developed individual may in some definite 
way affect the germinal organization. Thus 
Lamarckians have thought of the germ-cells being 
continuously enriched or impoverished by the 
gains or losses of the individual organism, and that 
in a perfectly specific or representative manner. 
There are very few facts which lend support to 
this view, and yet it seems premature to foreclose 
the question, or to assert that the experience of 
individuals counts for nothing in the evolution of 
the race. Many facts suggest that experiences 
of the individual may serve ns variational stimuli 
to the complex germ-plasm. Though they do not 
leave representative imprints of themselves, they 
may puU the trigger of changefulness or sever 
another of the threads that bind the insurgent life. 
(2) On the other hand, the available data make 
it seem likely that most of the raw materials of 
progress are due to germinal variations or muta- 
tions, intrinsic changes in the germinal organiza- 
tion, permutations and combinations of hereditary 
items. Apart from what may occur during the 
growth and multiplication of the germ-cells, there 
are ample opportunities in the processes of matura- 
tion and fertilization for fresh shufflings and deals 
of the hereditaiy cards. The variations thus 
arising in the arcana of the germ-cells find ex- 
pression in the individual life of the developed 
organism, and are there tested and sifted. If the 
metaphor be permissible, the germ-cell is the 
blind artist whose many inventions are expressed, 
embodied, and exercised in the developed organism, 
the seeing artist, who, beholding the work of the 
germ-cell, either pronounces it, in the light of the 
success which it brings, to be good, or, when it 
spells ruin; curses it effectively by sinking witli it 
into extinction. There is never any dilhculty in 
understanding how a germinal vanalion, liaving 
arisen, comes to stay. That is provided for in the 
continuity of the germ-plasm. It is probably, 
then, by the entailment of the results of intrinsic 
germinal experiments, and not by the imprinting 
of the results of individual experiences, that the 
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steps made in pbylogeny become registered in the 
germ-cells and thus made expressible in ontogeny. 

4. Recapitulation doctrine. — Long before the 
evolution idea was accepted by zoologists, the idea 
was mooted (e.ff., by Meckel in 1821) that the 
stages in indimdual develop2nent corresponded to 
grades of organization in the animal kingdom. 
Von Baer called attention to common features 
observable^ in vertebrate emb^os in early stages, 
but he indicated at the same time that there was a 
remarkable specificity almost from the first. Louis 
Agassiz, in his Essay on Classification (London, 
1859), expressed his belief in a correspondence 
between stages in embryonic development and the 
grades of differentiation recognized in the classi- 
fication of living and extinct animals. Though no 
evolutionist, he wrote : 

‘It may therefore be considered as a general fact, very likely 
to be more fully illustrated as investigators cover a wider 
ground, that the phases of development of all liring animals 
correspond to the order of succession of their extinct repre- 
sentatives in past geological times.’ 

His son, Alexander Agassiz, compared stages in 
the development of echinoderms -with the fossil 
series, and said : 

‘Comparing the embiyonio development with the pateonto- 
logical one, we find a remarkable similarity.' 

To Haeckel, in particular, credit is due for recog- 
nizing the importance of the recapitulation doctrine 
and stating it clearly in the light of evolution. 
He called it the ‘ fundamental law of biogenesis ’ 
(‘biogenetisehes Grundgesetz ’), and stated it in 
the familiar words : ‘ Ontogeny is a recapitulation 
of phylogeny.’ He also introduced the idea of 
palingenetic characters, which correspond to those 
of the ancestral stock, and kainogenetic characters, 
which are relatively recent additions. The latter, 
he said, may disguise the former in a perplexing 
ivay ; in any case, the recapitulation is general, not 
exact, and often shows great condensation. Fritz 
Muller was another who did much {e.g„ in his Fiir 
Banoin, Leipzig, 1864) to illustrate and corroborate 
the recapitulation idea. 

This doctrine has suffered considerably at the 
hands of its friends, who have sometimes stated it 
in an exaggerated and inaccurate way. When 
Milnes Marshall said, ‘ Every animal in its own 
development repeats its history, climbs up its own 
genealogical tree,’ he was spealang picturesquely, 
for the recapitulation is general, not detailed ; it 
often shows telescoping, and it is truer of stages in 
organogenesis than of stages in the development of 
the embryo as a whole. It is hardly necessary to 
say that a dev'eloping bird is never like a reptile, 
but only like an embryo reptile. It has also to be 
remembered that one term in the comparison, the 
phylogeny, is very imperfectly know, so that 
assertions as to the exactness of the recapitulation 
must be taken with much reserve. And, again, 
the illustrations that have been adduced have not 
always been very happy. The simplest animals 
are smgle cells ; there are some balls of cells, like 
Volvox, on the border-line between unicelluJai'S 
and muJticellulars ; and there are some very simple 
two-layered sacs of cells, such as Protohydra. 
But, when we see an animal of relatively high 
degree, such as the primitive vertebrate Amnhioxns, 
beginning its life as a fertilized egg-cell, which 
develops into a ball of cells (blastula) and a two- 
layereu .sac of cells (gastrula), we are probably 
mistaken in regarding this as a recapitulation of 
verj’ ancient phylogeny. Reproduction by means 
of isolated germ-cells need not have any historical 
reference to the Protozoa ; a ball of cells may be the 
natural result of the cleavage of an ovum when it is I 
not encumbered with too much yolk ; and it is pos- 
sible to account for the formation of a gastrula with- 
out dragging in the hypothetie.'il ancestral gastnca. 

An important criticism concem.s specificity, t.e. 


the indmduality and uniqueness of every well- 
defined type. A fish may be identified by a few 
scales, a bird by a few feathers. The cells linin" 
the windpipe of a horse are readily distinguishable 
from those of a dog, and the palate of a land-snail 
from that of a periwinkle. There is pronounced 
chemical individuality in species, as may be de- 
tected in the milk of nearly-related mammals or 
the juice of the grapes in nearly-related vines. It 
is most literally true that ‘all flesh is not the 
same flesh.’ There is no doubt that increased 
precision of embiyological w'ork has disclosed the 
individuality or specificity of the organism even in 
early stages of ontogeny. Thus the number of 
chromosomes -witbin the nucleus of a cell is, with 
few exceptions, constant for each kind of organism, 
and the embryo of a mouse could thus be distin- 
fvuished from that of a rabbit, or that of an onion 
from that of a lily. But a recognition of the 
fact that an organism is from the start itself and 
no other is nob inconsistent with admitting a 
significant correspondence between steps in indi- 
vidual development and steps in racial evolution. 
A tadpole is from the first in several ways an 
amphibian and not a fish, and yet in its two- 
chambered heart and branchial circulation it is for 
a time distinctly piscine. 

One reason w'liy the ontogenetic recapitulation 
of phylogeny must be generm, nob precise, is that 
the successive gains made in the course of racial 
evolution are not superimposed one upon another, 
but are severally incorporated into the organiza- 
tion and unified wnth it. The additions from 
millennium to millennium are nob like new wings 
added to a house, for the tenements w’hich we call 
individuals are continually dissolved, and there is 
re-unification at the start of each new life. "What- 
ever further saving clauses ma^ have to be appended 
to the ‘recapitulation doctrine,’ the broad fact 
remains that ontogeny is the making explicit of 
the germinal organization which is what it is 
because of phylogeny. The past lives on in the 
present in a manner peculiar to and characteristic 
of living creatures, and it is because it is deter- 
mined by the past that an embryo moves towards 
a goal as if it had the future consciously in view. 
The ages that are gone have bent the bow in the 
plane along which the arrow’ of the individual flies. 
Bub ontogeny must not be thought of ns the un- 
coiling of a w’ound-up spring, or_ as the unpacking 
of a marvellous treasure-box; it is a function of 
the inividuaJity which is somehow condrased 
within the germ-cell. It is the transformation of 
the germinal organization into the adult organiza- 
tion, and it implies a series of steps in ‘creative 
synthesis.’ The fundamental fact which_wc are so 
far from understanding is that the fertilizcd ovurn 
is at once the repository of ages of organic mven- 
tions and a unified individuality in the one-cellcd 
stage of its becoming. 
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ONTOLOGY. — I. Definition. — Metaphysics is 
traditionally dmded into ontology, or the philo- 
sophy of being, cosmologj'-, or the philosophy of 
nature, and psychology, or the philosophj' of mind. 
Ontology, dealing with the most general charac- 
teristics of the real, includes those subjects which 
ns common to the other two branches cannot be 
dealt with by either exclusively ; cosmology and 
psychology study, in a very general way, one or 
other of the concrete forms which reality takes, 
while ontology is concerned only with the nature of 
the real in abstraction from its specific embodiments. 

While it is possible to distinguish these branches 
of meta;physics, it does not follow that they can he 
kept rigidly apart, for psychological or cosmologi- 
cal conclusions inevitably act upon ontology. Tlie 
question. What is being itself ? implies a previous 
acquaintance with the things which are ; and, if 
■we hold that all that is is essentially a cosmos or- 
ganized in a particular way, or if we believe that 
‘ matter ’ is essentially relative to and constituted 
by consciousness, our ontological views will be 
coloured according!}'. Much of recent ontological 
speculation is vitiated by false psychological or cos- 
mological assumptions. 

The idea of being is the most general and conse- 
quently the least capable of definition with which 
philosophy is called upon to deal. As we do not 
find ‘ matter in general ’ in rcrum natura, but 
always this or that concrete matter, possessed of 
specific qualities which diflerentiate it from other 
matter, so it is impossible to isolate being and 
examine its nature directly. ‘ Being-in-itself ’ is 
meaningless, for only that which has a definite 
nature of its own can ‘be. Nor can we regard being 
as an additional predicate to be attached to that 
which is already a complex of various Qualities, 
only lacking this further quality of ‘ being ’ in order 
to become an actual thing. As a complex of 
qualities, the thing already ‘is.’ _ Being is not a 
quality, but is latent in all qualities. Nor can we 
expect to show how ‘ being ’ itself came to be. We 
can to a certain extent understand how one thing 
‘ comes into being ’ and another ‘ ceases to be,’ in the 
unceasing flux of things, though here, too, further 
examination reveals change of form, and not crea- 
tion or extinction ; but the question of the origin 
of being is meaningless, for, presupposing, as it 
does, a previous complete nothingness out of which 
being proceeds, it postulates an ellect for which 
there is ex hppothcsi no cause, and thereby involves 
self-contradiction. We are compelled, therefore, 
to take being ns given in the fact that ‘ something 
is,’ and to proceed to investigate what is implied in 
the fact that something is ns well as the special 
forms which the something may take. 

2. Reality and knowledge. — If asked to specify 
what he regards as being or having existence, 
the unsophisticated individual would reply that 
‘ things ’ at any rate existed, and would doubtless 
admit further that ‘minds’ might also be said to 
exist. He would also recognize that there was 
some relation between the two whereby the mind 
was aware of the existence of the thing ; the pre- 
cise nature of this relation has formed the crux of 
much philosophical discussion, and an erroneous 
conception or it has vitiated much ontological 
specnlation. The question is asked, What must 
the nature of things be in order that they may 
bo known ?, and the answer is given that thev 
must be in some way akin to the mind which 
knows them. Wliat is this kinship ? The mind, it 
is held, can know only that which is, in some 
sense or other, within it ; and that Avhich is within 
the mind is an idea ; the mind, therefore, can know 
only its own ideas. It is concluded, therefore, 
either that things do not exist or that they can 
never be known. The fallacy lies in the sense nt- 
voL. IX. — 32 


tached to ‘ within the mind,’ for ‘ being within the 
mind’ simply means ‘being known.’ In direct 
experience w’e do not know ideas at all. An idea 
is an act of knowiedge, either of a directly pre- 
sented object or by way of memory, etc., and ‘to 
have an idea of’ means nothing more than ‘to 
know.’ The proposition that in order to be known 
a thing must be akin to the mind means simply 
that in order to be known a thing must be capable 
of being known. 

The same fallacy of the ‘ mental ’ nature of things 
is found in the doctrine w'hich, starting from sen- 
sation as given, postulates the activity of thought 
in ordering and correlating the data of sensation in 
order to make the object {e.g., Green). There is 
no reality, we are told, apart from the activity of 
consciousness ; the order of nature is nothing other 
than the relations which the mind imposes on the 
crude data of sensation. We do not know things, 
therefore, but only ‘phenomena.’ ‘Nature,’ says 
Green (Prolegomena to Ethics, Oxford, 1883, § 36), 

‘ is the system of related appearances, and related 
appearances are impossible apart from the .action 
of an intelligence.’ Kant’s theory' implied that 
the sensations, still undetermined by relations, are 
‘ the work of unknown things-in-themselves, acting 
in unknown ways upon us’ (§ 38). Green, in the 
interests of the intelligibility of the real world, 
discards the things-in-themselves as meaningless, 
because, while claiming to be completely inde- 

endent of our knowledge and themselves never 

now’n, they are yet the cause of our knowledge, 
and causation, being a relation, is the work of the 
mind and cannot be predicated of the world of 
things-in-themselves. 

‘That Bensations therefore, the matter of our experience, 
should he connected ns effects with • , • 

which nil that can be said is tliat they 
than the world of our experience, and • 
subject to which it is relative, is n statement self-contradictory 
or at best unmeaning ’ (| 41). 

This indubitably disMses of Kant, but what is 
left of the doctrine? There are two points to be 
noted, (i. ) The ‘ sensations ’ are not ‘ arranged ’ by 
the understanding purely at random or cap- 
riciously. Why does the understanding give to 
one set of sens.ations a particular spatial order, to 
another the relation of cause and eflect, etc., if it 
be not because of the inherent nature of the sen- 
sations themselves ? J.c., the ‘sensations’ (which 
really means the different qualities of the thing) 
come to the understanding already ordered and 
related in a definite way. (ii.) Any theory which 
seeks to show that the objects of experience are 
‘made’ by the intelligence is ultimately' incapable 
of accounting for the material out of which these 
objects are made (viz. sensations). For we cannot 
have any sensations we choose. Hence the argu- 
ment finally reverts to something not ‘ made by the 
intelligence’ upon which our sensations are de- 
pendent; of this entity idealists are precluded, by 
their own presuppositions, from giving an account. 
Green, e.g., after criticizing Kant’s things-in- 
themselves, is driven to speak of ‘ the exciting cause 
of sensation ’ (§ 69), the ‘ aflection of the sentient 
organism by matter external to it’ (§ 60), and ‘a 
sensation excited by an external irritant’ (§ 64). 
There is, then, after all an external matter which 
causes sensations ; it can have no relations or 
qualities, for these are the work of the mind ; it is 
tlierefore open to all the objections which Green 
alleges against Kant’s things-in-themselves. 

'Tfiis confusion is due to the attempt to identify 
perception with object, and the failure to recognize 
that perception is the act of relating the mind to 
its object. A similar fallacy underlies the identi- 
fication of reality with experience.* Experience 

1 CI. F. H. Bradley, Appearance and RealittP, hondon, 190S ; 
A. Et Taylor, Slemenis cj Metaphytiet, do. 1903. 
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cannot be an ultimate and self-existent entity, 
because it implies two elements beyond itself : (1) 
the_ mind which experiences, and (2) the object 
which is experienced. Doubtless we cannot know 
reality without the mind ; but this in no way implies 
that it is a general characteristic of reality to be 
incapable of existence apart from the mind or to be 
psycnical matter of fact. In this type of argument 
the word ‘ experience ’ is used ambiguously as 

(а) the fact that we do have an experience, and 

(б) the object of which we have experience, and 
that which is true of (a), viz. that it cannot exist 
without the mind, is illegitimately transferred 
to (6). 

The conclusion is, then, that the mind is capable 
of knowing an ‘ external ’reality with qualities and 
relations of its own which are independent of their 
being known ; ' and the argument involves equally 
the reality of space and time. 

3. Forms of being. — To investigate all the char- 
acteristics of reality would be to exhaust the con- 
tents of all the sciences. Ontology is concerned 
■with only the most general /ormai characteristics, 
or categories. The widest possible interpretation 
was given to the idea of category by Hegel, who 
attempted to exhibit the framework of reality in 
the development of categories from the simplest 
(being) to the most complex and adequate (the 
absolute idea), which summed up and included all 
the others. Apart from criticisms on details of 
this deduction, it may be doubted whether the 
deduction itself is really valid. It would certainly 
be possible to show that one category is more com- 
plex than another ? it might even be possible to 
arrange the categories in the order of their com- 
plexity ; but to deduce them from a primary cate- 
gory of being Avithout reference to the actual 
constitution of particular things is fundamentally 
impossible, for (1) Ave cannot tell a priori Avhat the 
forms of things are to be, and (2), Ariiile some forms 
are united by mutual implication, others are united 
only by their simultaneous actualization in a con- 
crete Avhole, and their connexion in consequence 
can be discovered only by experience. Hegel’s 
deduction is in fact an attempt to correlate cate- 

ories discovered in experience, and not a true 

eduction. 

4. Being as a unity, — A fundamental charac- 
teristic Avhich meets us in examining reality is the 
fact that ‘ things ’ are not isolated but interrelated. 
Philosophy seeks to exhibit this interrelation as 
the concrete development of one unifying principle : 
the ontological categories are subordinate types of 
order or unity, abstracting particular aspects of 
things ; they are Avays in Avliieh tlie ‘ manifold ’ 
reveals its inner unity. Hoav that Avhich is ‘many ’ 
can also be ‘ one ’ Avas a problem AA’hich caused the 
Greeks much trouble before it Avas realized that it 
is not one and manA’ in the same respect, and that 
a unity is essentially a union of many elements, 
not an undifferentiated AA-hole.- The puzzle of the 
one and the manj' is a puzzle only Avhen relevant 
considerations, Avhich even language recognizes, 
are neglected ; e.y., a heap of apples is one heap of 
many apples, but not many heaps. 

In tlie inlinite A'ariety Avhich being presents 
there are features Avhich transcend mere hetero- 
geneity and reveal system. A system is a unity 
in Avhich diverse elements are held together by a 
common principle. Some important types of unity 
must be indicated. 

(a) The primar3' unity is the substance, or inde- 

^ These are not always perceived as they arc: if a stick Is 
thrust into water, it appears to be bent, but we i*noir that it is 
etralirht. Thoujjht corrects perception. 

2 We may find a Un?:erinp trace of this mistake in tlic efforts 
of materialists and idealists alike to render reality more expli- 
cable by reducing it to a single clement, matter or mimL It Is 
not «5amcnes3 that makes unity, but union of differences. 


pendent, self-existent being. A substance is com- 
monly regarded as that AAdiieh exists in its OAvn 
right, Avhile its attributes are dependent upon it 
and incapable of existence apart from it. Tlie 
implied separation betiveen substance and attri- 
bute must not be pressed too far, for the sub- 
stance is itself incapable of existing apart from 
attributes, and ought to be regarded as their unity 
rather than as something to AAUiich they are merely 
attached, for attributes are nothing more than the 
actmties of substance, and consequently the Avays 
in AAjhich it is. It is evident, hoAvever, that no 
particular thing is a complete unitj’, or really 
self-dependent, for it ahi’ays carries us beyond it- 
self ; it is related to other objects in the universe, 
and is Ai’hat it is only because the Iuavs of the 
Avhole universe are operative in constituting it. 
The only substance, therefore, in the sense of com- 
pletelv self-contained and independent reality is 
the Avhole, the cosmos, and, Avhen Ave call particu- 
lar things substances, Ave do so in a relative sense 
only, referring to their indifference to particular 
relations, not to an absence of all relation. 

(i) If a thing is not completely independent, 
neither is it ‘constituted by its relations.’ We 
cannot suppose an entirely unrelated ‘ thing’ sub- 
sequently entering into relations, but neither can 
Ave adopt the notion that relations alone are consti- 
tutive of reality, for a relation implies at least tAA'o 
terms betAveen Avhich it maintains itself, or Avliich 
by a union of certain of their aspects constitute it, 
and Avhich are therefore logically prior to the rela- 
tion. There can be no relation if there is nothing to 
relate. A relation is a particular unity of tAVo or 
more terms, not necessarily sometliing pommon to 
them, though it may be based on their common 
possession of some particular nature (as existence 
in space) ; or the one may be complementary to 
the other (as in the subject-object relation) ; the 
relation is the being of one term in so far os it 
concerns itself Avith the being of another. This 
connexion may be permanent or temporary, essen- 
tial or unessential ; the general types of relation 
of Avhich a thing is capable remain unaltered, but 
particular, relations may vaiy Avithout change of 
the tiling itself. Those Avlio deny tliis include in 
the essence of the thing every relation in Avliioh the 
thing happens to be at any given moment, ■ivhicb 
contradicts the notion of essence. A relation is 
dependent on the mind only Avhen the mind enters 
into it as a term ; there is frequent confusion 
betAveen the mind’s presence as a term in the 
relation of knoAving and the presentation to the 
mind of the relation knoAvn. 

(c) A most important tj'pe of relation is that of 
subsumption under the same universal. A thing 
or quality is not merely itself ; it is a particular 
instance of a general type Avhicli also exemplilics 
itself in other Avays. A universal is no mere 
creation of the mind, even though it cannot be 
handled ; it has no existence apart from particulars, 
but it exists in its particulars : a book is not merely 
‘this,’ it possesses a nature identical in some re- 
spects AA-ith that possessed by other objects. Berke- 
ley rejected the theory of general ideas formed 
bA^ abstraction, because he thought of them as 
general mental images, and he could not picture to 
himself a triangle Avhich Avas neither equilateral 
nor isosceles nor scalene. So far he Avas right, but 
a unWersal is not a mental image ; nor is it an 
idea formed by abstraction, for before avc can begin 
to abstract avc must alrea(]3' have recognized the 
common nature Avhich is the unWerial. It iB a 
form or laAV of being, a general natyre Avliich is 
capable of expressing itself in a variety of AA'a3'.s. 
We cannot ‘ picture ’ this kind of being ; nmj, 
though we ma 3 - liaA-e a conception of it, the uni- 
A’crsiu is not merely our conception ; it is implied 
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in the universal that it is a real type of existence, 
a unity which holds together its particulars in a 
unique relation. Keality shows itself in definite, 
recurring forms, which the particular sciences 
make it their business to classify. 

(d) From what has been said under (a) and (c) it 
follows that each particular thing is a unity of 
universals. 

(c) Not only are existences united by similarity ; 
their diversity also is essential to their systematiza- 
tion. Diverse material things ' interact’ upon one 
another in an infinity of ways, whereby changes 
arise in their constitution ; these changes are not for- 
tuitous, but proceed according to a definite system, 
as is inevitable from the fact that each factor has 
a definite nature of its own, and consequently their 
interactions, which are determined by their natures, 
are also definite. This phenomenon of definite 
changes is generally known as causation j this im- 
plies more than the mere succession of one pheno- 
menon upon another to which it has sometimes 
been reduced. It is implied that the earlier pheno- 
menon is directly concerned in initiating the exist- 
ence of the later ; their relation is not merely 
temporal ; there is involved an actmty in the 
first phenomenon which deposits the second. The 
cause is thus strictly the whole collection of condi- 
tions necessary to the production of a phenomenon ; 
but it is usual to regard as cause either the last 
added in time or any one of the conditions which 
happens to be prominent for any other reason, 
permanently present conditions being neglected. 
Laws of causation which thus provide the connect- 
in" link between dissimilar phenomena are them- 
selves only a case of that unity in difference which 
is the nature of the universal ; and they constitute 
an order throughout which one general principle 
prevails. Being in its universal nature remains 
the same ajnid the flux of particulars j everything 
changes, yet the types remain. 

^ It is evident that experience is a imitj' of 
subject and object, but it has also been argued 
that mind is the source of all unity, that, in know- 
ing, the mind unifies the data of sense and forms 
them into an object, unifies phenomena into uni- 
versal law, etc. This contradicts the very idea of 
knowledge, which implies the mind’s attitude to 
something already there, and not the production 
of an object. Mind in its cognitive aspect selects 
its objects, doubtless, and may take a thing now 
in its unity, now as an element in a wider unity, 
but only because it already is such a unity or 
element ; in its activity of will, however, mind is 
constantlj' engaged in organizing its objects for the 
realization of its own purposes and thus does create 
unities in which a number of material objects are 
united as instruments with mind for the attain- 
ment of an end. Reason and emotion unite minds 
in common purposes, which are limited only by 
the boundaries of mind itself. There is, then, an 
ever-expanding system of unities, from the unity of 
the mere thing to the unity of minds in society, 
and finally to the ultimate unity of nature and 
mind in the whole. 

(jr) Can anything be said as to the nature of this 
final and supreme system! Parmenides, Plato, 
Spinoza, Leibniz, and Hegel are among the names 
that one recalls in this connexion, but with little of 
secure and accepted result. Attempts have been 
made to exhibit the whole, the absolute, _ ns a 
complete, perfect, harmonious, and self-consistent 
system, but thereby considerable violence is done 
to the details of reality in order to force them to 
take their place in an idealistic universe. For 
Bradlej’, c.ff., the real is the self-consistent ; but 
all the paiticulai-s with their relations arc found 
to be self-contradictory and therefore only appear- 
ances. Hence the absolute, while containing and 


forming the ground of all appearances, does not 
reproduce them as they appear to us; they are 
transmuted, fused, merged into something har- 
monious and consistent. Anything which falls 
short of the whole is self-contradictory (this is 
untrue ; to be at the same time whole and part 
would be self-contradicLorv) and therefore unreal 
to that degree in which it does fall short. As self- 
contradictory it cannot directly take its place in 
the absolute, yet it is something and consequently 
must be represented in the absolute, in which all 
contradictions are reconciled and to the perfection 
of which all imperfection is contributory. The 
puzzles of tixne and space, relation and causation, 
good and evil, etc., are solved by the process of 
merging these phenomena in an absolute which 
knows them not. A satisfactory metaphysic can 
hardly be raised on such a basis. If nothing is 
what it appears to be, and each appearance is only 
a quite indescribable element in an unknowable 
whole, the fact that this whole is perfect and 
harmonious and contains the answer to all our 
questions does not afibrd much consolation. For, 
as soon as we begin to describe the absolute, the 
contradictions of experience are nothing to the 
irrationalities which emerge. For Bradley at- 
tempts to describe the whole in language applicable 
to the parts only, and consequently self-contra- 
dictory, while the parts, having been transmuted, 
are no longer the same, and the whole is not the 
whole of these parts. Such a procedure ignores 
the * systematic ’ character of reality. 

Accepting, as we must, the reality of the par- 
ticular elements, with their incompleteness and 
unsatisfactoriness, we are precluded from any easy 
acquiescence in a complete and perfect whole 
already present. We must regard the whole a.s 
being itself a developing system, in which nature 
and mind are organic to each other, and ideals not 
themselves final are not yet finally realized. The 
real must not be identified with the ideal ; the 
real is not, but is striving to be, the rational. We 
cannot recognize completeness apart from value, 
ns Plato showed when he made the Good the main- 
spring of the system of reality j and that finite 
values are also ultimate and rooted in the nature 
of things seems to be a necessary condition of their 
being recognized as values at all. Whether the 
development ns a whole is teleological or organic, 
whether all ideals exist final and complete in the 
mind of God and form the plan of development, or 
this is only the outcome of an internal necessity 
inherent in the finite, are questions which tran- 
scend the limits of ontology. 

Literature.— In addition to the works mentioned under art. 
METArjiTBics the foliowinz may be consulted : Plato, Jiepublic, 
T. and vi., Pnnnenidet, Timems- Aristotle, itetapUreics X E. 
B. Holt and others, The A'eio Realism, New York, 1012; S. S. 
Laurie, Si/nihetiea, Iiondon, 1906; H. Lotze, iletaphytics, 
Eng. tr., Oxford, 1884; H. A. Prichard, EanVs Theory of 
Knoicledge, do. 1009. J. TURNER. 

OPHITISM. — Tins is a designation, taken 
over from the Patristic writers, for on important 
phase of the Gnostic movement. The name 'O^irat 
properly belonged to one particular sect, but it 
was extended to a large group of sects whose 
practices and beliefs appeared to resemble those of 
the Ophites. With these other sects, however, 
the cult of the serpent, which the name denotes, 
had a quite subordinate place. _ 

Our knowledge of the original Ophite sect is 
derived mainly from Origen’s work contra Cclsum 
(vi, 24-38) ; and his account is supnlemented by 
Irenreus (adv. Eccr. i. SO), Epiplianius (Harr. 
xxxviii.), and pscudo-Tertullian (in). No document 
emanating from the sect itself has been preserved. 
Cclsus had attributed to the Christians certain 
beliefs which he had found embodied in a 
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cannot be an ultimate and self-existent entity, 
because it implies two elements beyond itself : (1) 
the mind which experiences, and (2) the object 
which is experienced.^ Doubtless we cannot know 
reality without the mind ; but this in no way implies 
that it is a general characteristic of reality to be 
incapable of existence apart from the mind or to be 
psymical matter of fact. In this type of argument 
the word ‘ experience ’ is used ambiguouslj' as 
the fact that we do have an experience, and 
\b) the object of which we have experience, and 
that which is true of (a), viz. that it cannot exist 
without the mind, is illegitimately transferred 
to (6). 

The conclusion is, then, that the mind is capable 
of knowing an ‘ external ’reality with qualities and 
relations of its own which are independent of their 
being know ; ’ and the argument involves equally 
the reality of space and time. 

3. Forms of being. — To investigate all the char- 
acteristics of reality would be to exhaust the con- 
tents of all the sciences. Ontologj’- is concerned 
with only the most general formal characteristics, 
or categories. The widest possible interpretation 
was given to the idea of category by Hegel, who 
attempted to exhibit the framework of reality in 
the development of categories from the simplest 
(being) to the most complex and adequate (the 
absolute idea), which summed up and included all 
the others. Apart from criticisms on details of 
this deduction, it may be doubted whether the 
deduction itself is really valid. It would certainly 
be possible to show that one category is more com- 
plex than another; it might even be possible to 
arrange the categories in the order of their com- 
plexity ; but to deduce them from a primary cate- 
gory of being without reference to the actual 
constitution ot particular things is fundamentally 
impossible, for (1) we cannot tell a priori what the 
forms of things are to be, and (2), wiile some forms 
are united by mutual implication, others are united 
only by their simultaneous actualization in a con- 
crete whole, and their connexion in consequence 
can be discovered only by experience. Hegel’s 
deduction is in fact an attempt to correlate cate- 

ories discovered in experience, and not a true 

eduction. 

4. Being as a unity. — A fundamental charac- 
teristic which meets us in examining reality is the 
fact that ‘ things ’ are not isolated but interrelated. 
Philosophy seeks to exhibit this interrelation as 
the concrete development of one unifying principle : 
the ontological categories are subordinate types of 
order or unity, abstracting particular aspects of 
things ; they are ways in which the ’ manifold ’ 
reveals its inner unity. How that which is ‘ many ’ 
can also be ‘one ’ was a problem which caused the 
Greeks much trouble before it was realized that it 
is not one and many in the same respect, and that 
a unity is essentially a union of many elements, 
not an undifferentiated whole.^ The puzzle of the 
one and the many js a puzzle only wlien relevant 
considerations, which even language recognizes, 
are neglected ; c.g., a heap of apples is one heap of 
many apples, but not many heaps. 

In the intinite variety which being presents | 
there arc features which transcend mere hetero- 
geneity and reveal system. A system is a unity 
in which diverse elements are held together by a 
common principle. Some important tj’pes of unity 
must be indicated. 

(«) The primary unity is the substance, or inde- 

1 These arc not alwaj-s ptrcHred as they arc : il a stick is 
thrust into water, it appears to be bent, but we inoie that it is 
Btraicht. Thought corrects perception. 

- We may find a iinirerinf: trace of this mistake in tlie efforts 
of materialists and idealists alike to render reality more expli- 
cable by reducing it to a sinple clement, matter or mind. It is 
not «.aincne«3 tliat makes unity, but union ot differences. 


pendent, self-existent being. A substance is com- 
monly regarded as that udiich exists in its own 
right, while its attributes are dependent upon it 
and incapable of existence apart from it. The 
implied separation between substance and attri- 
bute must not be pressed too far, for the sub- 
stance is itself incapable of existing apart from 
attributes, and ought to be regarded as their unity 
rather than as something to which they are merely 
attached, for attributes are nothing more than tlie 
activities of substance, and consequently the ways 
in which it is. It is evident, however, that no 
particular thing is a complete unity, or really 
self-dependent, for it always carries us beyond it- 
self ; it is related to other objects in the universe, 
and is Avhat it is only because the laivs of the 
whole universe are operative in constituting it. 
The only substance, therefore, in the sense of com- 
pletely self-contained and independent reality is 
the Avhole, the cosmos, and, when w'e call particu- 
lar things substances, w’e do so in a relative sense 
only, referring to their indifference to particular 
relations, not to an absence of all relation. 

(6) If a thing is not completely independent, 
neither is it ‘constituted by its relations.’ We 
cannot suppose an entirely unrelated ‘ thing’ sub- 
sequently entering into relations, but neitlier can 
we adopt the notion that relations alone are consti- 
tutive of reality, for a relation implies at least two 
terms betAveen Avhich it maintains itself, or AvJiich 
by a union of certain of their aspects constitute it, 
and AvhicJi are tlierefore logically prior to tlie rela- 
tion. There can be no relation if there is nothing to 
relate. A relation is a particular unity of tAvo or 
more terms, not necessarily something common to 
them, though it may be based on their common 
possession of some particular nature (as existence 
in space) ; or tlie one may be complementary to 
the other (as in the subject-object relation) ; the 
relation is the being of one term in so far as it 
concerns itself Avith the being of another. This 
connexion may be permanent or temporary, essen- 
tial or unessential : the general types of relation 
of Avhich a thing is capable remain unaltered, but 
particular, relations may vary Avithout change of 
the thing itself. Those Avho deny this incljido in 
the essence of the thing every relation in Avliich the 
tiling happens to be at any given moment, Avhicli 
contradicts the notion of essence. A relation is 
dependent on the mind only AA-lien the mind enters 
into it as a term ; there is frequent confusion 
betAveen the mind’s presence as a term in the 
relation of knowing and the presentation to the 
mind of the relation knoAvn. 

(c) A most important type of relation is that of 
subsumption under the same universal. A thing 
or quality is not merely itself; it is a particular 
instance of a general type Avhicli also exemplihcs 
itself in other Avays. A universal is no mere 
creation of the mind, even though it cannot be 
handled ; it has no existence apart from particulars, 
but it exists in its particulars a book is not merely 
‘this,’ it possesses a nature identical in some re- 
spects Aidth that possessed by other objects. J’erke- 
ley rejected the tlieory or general ideas formed 
by abstraction, becanse he tliought of them ns 
general mental images, and ho could not picture to 
himself a triangle Avhich Avas neither equilateral 
nor isosceles nor scalene. So far ho w'as right, but 
a uniA-ersal is not a mental image ; nor is it an 
idea formed by abstraction, for before Avecan begin 
to abstract aa-c must already have recognized the 
common nature w-hieh is the univer.^al. It is a 
form or law of being, a general nature aa-)iic1) is 
capable of expressing it-'clf in a i-ariety of Avays, 
We cannot ‘picture’ tins kind of being; and, 
tliough AA-c may have a conception of it, tlic nni- 
A'crsai is not m'erely onr conception ; it is implicu 



ORAONS 


601 


resemblaticc sufficient to distinguish them from the 
classical types of Gnosticism. How are we to 
account for these points of agreement and differ- 
ence 1 According to the generally accMted view, 
the Ophite sects represent the primitive Gnosticism, 
which was gradually developed and transformed 
into a religious philosophy by a series of historical 
teachers. Hippolytus, our chief Patristic author- 
ity, regards the Naassenes and the kindred sects 
as the fountainhead of Gnosticism ; and this 
judgment has been endorsed and worked out as 
a scientific hypothesis by a number of modem 
scholars (cf. Bousset, Reitzenstein). A different 
view has lately been advanced, in the light of a 
searching examination of the sources, by de Faye 
(Gnostiques et ignosdcisine). He holds that the 
Ophite sects arose comparatively late, and were 
ultimately based on the anti-Biblical teaching of 
Marcion. Their variety he attributes to a process 
of mutual infiltration, at a period when the great 
Gnostic schools had begun to break up and to fall 
into new and often incoherent combinations. It is 
the merit of this theory that it recognizes the 
many accretions which have found their way into 
the systems, in the form in which we now possess 
them. They cannot, in any case, be accepted 
as anything but composite creations, borrowing 
largely from one another and from rival types of 
Gnosticism. But on several grounds preference 
must be given to the older view, (a) The Ophites 
are already knoivn to Celsus, who wrote about a.d. 
170, and it is improbable that at so early a date the 
great schools should have disintegrated. (6) The 
influence of Marcion, if it is indeed accountable for 
the anti-Biblical tendency, is at best superficial. 
In the rfile assigned to laldabaoth, tlie oppressor of 
mankind, we have primarily to do with ideas 
derived from astral religion ; and the identification 
with the God of the OT is of the nature of an 
after-thought, (c) It is impossible to ignore the 
strong affinities between the Ophite doctrines and 
those of the pagan sects which are known to us 
through the Hermetic literature. These sects 
were probably pre-Christian, and were certainly 
anterior to the emergence of historical Gnosticism. 
{d) In spite of occasional details which suggest the 
influence of the great Gnostic schools, we have 
scarcely a trace in Ophitism of their more charac- 
teristic developments— c.y., the reonology, the fall 
of Sopiiia. If the Ophite myths had arisen from a 
re-combination of the larger systems, these features 
would almost certainly have found a prominent 
place. 

On these grounds it may be concluded that 
Ophitism, although at a later time it may have 
been modified by the influence of other Gnostic 
schools, represents in the main a primitive phase of 
the Gnostic movement. It had its true antecedents 
in those theosopliical sects which had grown up in 
Egypt and the East during the age of syncretism, 
ana it marks the beginning of the alliance of those 
alien sects with Christianity. In this consists the 
historical importance of Ophitism. It reflects the 
Gnostic movement in its earlier stages, and helps 
us to determine the sources and intrinsic character 
of its beliefs. From the evidence which it thus 
affords we may reasonably infer that Gnosticism, 
although it assumed the form of_ a Christian 
herc.=y, was in substance non-Christian, and that 
its speculations were for the most part a mere 
colouring for mythological ideas. 

Dependent as we are on ecclesiastical writers 
who composed their notices with little understand- 
ing, from insufficient and perhaps garbled data, we 
have no means of ascertaining the history of 
Ophitism. The investigations of de Faj-e seem to 
make it clear that the original systems were 
gradually modified by contact with one another, 


with orthodox Christianity, and with the gi-eat 
Gnostic schools. At the same time, they seem to 
have maintained themselves, though n-ith diminish- 
ing numbers and ever-lessening importance. By 
the middle of the 3rd cent, they had ceased to con- 
stitute a danger to the Church, and it had become 
difficult to discover their precise beliefs. That 
they continued to exist, and to exercise a certain 
influence even on the latest phases of Gnostic 
thought, may be gathered from the many coinci- 
dences between their mythology and that of the 
Pisiis Sophia (q.v.) and other Coptic writings. 

Literatdrt!.— T he subject is treated, more or less fully, in 
almost all the works enumerated under Gnosticism. The 
following are of special value for the study of Ophitism : A. 
Hilg:enfeld, ‘Der Gnosticismus und die .Philosophumcna,’ in 
ZWT V. [1862] 400 IT. ; R. A. Lipsius, * Tiber die ophitischen 
Systeme,’i6. vi. [1863] 410 ff. ; A. HSnig:, Die Ophiten, Berlin, 
1889 ; R. Liechtenhan, art. ' Ophiten,’ in PRB^ ; W. Bousset, 
Bauptprobltme der Gnosis, Gottingen, 1907; R. Reitzenstein, 
Poimandret, Leipzig, 1904 ; E. de Faye, Gnostijnies et gnosti 
cfsme, Paris, 1913. E. F. SCOTT, 

OPTIMISM.— See Pessimism. 

ORACLES.— See DlviKATlON. 

ORAONS. — I. Introduction. — The Oraons 
(Oraoii, Oriio) are a cultivating tribe numbering af 
the present time 751,983, of whom the greater part 
inhabit the Ranchi and Palamau districts included 
in the province of Bengal, and some of the tribu- 
tary States of Orissa, with a small number of 
emiCTants in the Assam districts of Jalpaiguri and 
the Darjiling Tarai, where they have gone to work 
in the tea-gardens. They call themselves IDiurnk 
or Kurukh, a Dravidian term of uncertain origin, 
connected by some with the word horo, ' man, or 
with Inmih, ‘ a crier,’ or one capable of speaking, 
in contradistinction to the other races, whose 
language is not intelligible to them {for other 
explanations see Sarat Chandra Roy, T/ic Oriiorts 
ofChota Nagpur, p. 3 ff.). This word horo is prob- 
ably the origin of the name Oriion, which in other 
forms appears in the titles of Idndred tribes, like 
the Kol, Konva, and Korku. The eastern branches 
of the Kol tribe, according to Driver [JASB, 1891, 
pt. i. p. 25), use the initial h, while those farther 
west prefer k. If the names Ornon and Khurnk 
be derived from the same root, the tribal names, 
like that of the allied hlale tribe, sinmly mean 
‘ men ’ ; and some have supposed that Orilon was 
a title conferred upon them by the Aryan invaders, 
possibly that of one of the septs with whom the 
newcomers first came in contact. Dalton (Descrip- 
tive Ethnology, p. 245) thinks that it may have 
been a nickname conferred upon them in reference 
to their roving propensities. 

2. Racial characteristics. — The Oraons are 
Draiudians of tlie full blood. 

‘Tlie colour of most Onions is the darkest brown, approaching 
to black ; the hair being Jet black, coarse, and rather inclined 
to be trizzy. Projecting jatvs and teetli, thick lips, low narrow 
foreheads, broad flat noses, are the features which strike a care- 
ful observer as characteristic of the tribe. The eyes are often 
bright and full, and no obliquity is observable in the opening of 
the eyelids. No signs of Sfongolian aflinitlcs can be detected in 
the relative positions of the nasal and malar bones, and the 
average naso-malar index for a hundred Orlons, measured on 
the system recommended by Mr. Oldfield Thomas, comes to 
113-6 ’ [the average cephalic index is 75-4] (Risley, Tribes and 
Castes 0 / Rengal, ii. 139 ; cf. his Tbribes and Castes in Bengal: 
Anthropometric Data, Calcutta, 1691, i. 40211.; Eoy, pp. 1< ff., 
8011.). 

Talcing liim all round, the Oraon is a heavier and 
stronger man than the Munda or Santfil. 

3. Traditions of origin. — The remarkable fact 
about the Oraons is that, os -will be seen below (g 4), 
they speak a language quite distinct from tliat of 
the Munda tribes which surround them. This has 
been taken to suggest tliat their settlement in 
their present home is of comparatively recent date. 
Accoraing to Dalton {p. 245), whose view was 
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‘ diagram,’ or graphic presentation ; and Origen 
recognizes the diagram as one current amon" the 
Oipiavol, whom he describes as an insigniheant 
body, with no title to rank as Christians. Witliin 
this sect, he tells us, the God of the OT was 
known as ‘the accursed God,’ and the serpent 
Avhich had led men to transgress His command- 
ments was an object of reverence. The members 
of the sect made use of a seal, bearing the formula, 

‘ I have been anointed uith white ointment from 
the tree of life,’ and mystical observances of 
various kinds played a great part in their worship. 
Their mythus, so far as it can be deciphered from 
the diagram which Origen sets fortn in detail, 
seems to have been closely similar to that of the 
anonymous ‘ Gnostics ’ of Irenseus. But it may be 
gathered that the sect laid little stress on doctrine, 
and was a reAer?}, or mystery-association, rather 
than a school. Prom the notice of pseudo-Ter- 
tullian it would appear that actual worship was 
offered to the serpent. Epiphanius describes the 
chief rite as a Eucharist, in which a serpent was 
released from a box and was allowed to entwine 
itself round the sacred elements. 

This shadowy sect, however, was only one of 
many which are classed together under the com- 
prehensive name of Ophites. The following are 
usually assigned to the group : (1) Cainites, (2) 
Berates, (3) Sethians, (4) ‘Gnostics’ of Irenaeus, 
(5) Naassenes, (6) Barbelo-Gnostics, (7) Severians, 
(8) Nieolaitans, (9) Archontics, and (10) Justinians. 
In all these systems a place is given to the serpent, 
though its rOle is never much more than incidental. 
Por tlie most part, as in Ophitism proper, it appears 
as the enlightener, and therefore the benefactor, of 
men ; and by the Berates and Setliians it is identi- 
fied with the Logos principle which at last mani- 
fested itself in Jesus. The ‘Gnostics’ of Iremeus 
view it under two contrary aspects. At first the 
benefactor of man, it shared in the punishment 
inflicted on him by the hostile God, and hence- 
forth became his enemy. But, while the serpent 
is thus brought into connexion with the Biblical 
story, it is associated in some of the systems with 
a different order of ideas. It is the symbol, not so 
much of man’s emancipation, as of tlie vitalizing 
principle of nature, or soul of the world. Thus 
the Naassenes described the serpent as a moist 
substance pen’ading eveiywhere and informing all 
existence. The Sethians conceived of a wind in 
the form of a serpent entering into the mingled 
world of light and darkness and begetting voOs. In 
the system of Justinus the serpent has a similar 
significance, which may be traced likewise in the 
figure of Leviathan, the circle enclosing the con- 
centric spheres of the archons, in the Ophite 
system proper. In view of the wide-spread preva- 
lence of serpent symbolism in Oriental religion, it 
is possible that this cosmical conception was the 
primary one, and that the Biblical interpretation 
was adopted later, as the result of Christian 
influence. 

The figure of the serpent, however, has only a 
minor place in the Ophite systems, and their 
employment of it cannot be singled out as their 
common characteristic. It is impossible, indeed, 
to define the various members of the group in 
terms of any one distinguishing feature. They arc 
best regarded simply as the anonynious Gnostic 
systems, contrasted with those which bear the 
names of historical teachers. The fact that they 
thus stand apart from the clas.sical _ forms of 
Gnosticism is liighly significant, though its signifi- 
cance, as we shall presently see, may be interpreted j 
in two dilfcrent ways. ! 

AVhile the Ophite sects are marked out by no 
definite peculiarity, they broadly resemble one 
another in so many respects that tlieir inclusion in I 


a common group is justified. Like the Gnostic 
schools generally, they rest on the conception of 
a cosmical disaster, whereby a portion of the 
heavenly light has become imprisoned in the lower 
world of darkness. The redemption of this liigher 
essence is achieved by a being who descends out of 
the heavenly world, and who accomplishes his 
work partly by a weakening of the hostile powers 
and partly by the communication of a mystical 
gnosis (see GNOSTICISM). But, apart from the 
doctrines which they share with all forms of 
Gnosticism, the Ophite sects present a number of 
features which are more specially charactoristio. 
(1) The highest being is generally designated bv 
the name Anthropos, the First jMan. (2) A promi- 
nence is given to a female principle (Mi)ti;p), who is 
conceived as presiding over the work of redemp- 
tion. The figure of JSophia, the fallen divinity, 
plays an altogether minor part, and was probably 
absent from Ophite teaching in its original form. 
(3) In almost all the systems a triad stands at the 
beginning of the cosmical process. Thus the 
Sethians commence with Light, Spirit, Darkness; 
the ‘ Gnostics ’ of Iremeus and the Naassenes with 
the Father and the Son, to whom the Holy Spirit 
is added, as a female principle, (4) The systems 
are mythological rather than speculative, and_ the 
occasional attempts to construe the myths in a 
pliilosopliical sense are naive and unsuccessful. 
The mythology is based mainly on astral poncep- 
tions — e.ff., the archons are planetary divinities, of 
whom Saturn (laldabaoth) is the chief. There is 
little trace of the leonology which is so conspicuous 
in the more elaborate systems, and the various 
powers are conceived as originating from each 


other by a process of _ 
importance is attribute! 


eneration, (5) A cardinal 
in all the sects to magical 


rites, sacraments, secret watch-words, charms, and 
amulets. It is apparent that the beliefs embodied 
in the myths were little more than a background 
for the mystical observances in which the true 
gnosis consisted. (6) A peculiar feature of the 
sects is their anti-Judaistic bias, in which they 
appear to reflect, in exaggerated form, the attitude 
of Marcion. laldabaoth, the chief of the archons 
who hold man in bondage, is identified with the 
God of the OT, and opposition to his decrees is 
held to be incumbent on the true Gnostic. For 
this reason honour is rendered not only to the 
serpent, but also to the characters which stand 
condemned in Biblical history — Cain, the Sodo- 
mites, Esau, Korah, Judas. In some of the sects 
the revolt from the OT expresses_ itself in the 
encouragement of licentious practices; but the 
general tendency is towards a rigid asceticism. 
Tlie God of the OT is viewed primarily as the 
Creator, responsible for the material univerec, out 
of which the higher natures seek to be delivered. 
(7) The Ophite systems are impregnated with 
Christian ideas to a far less extent than the classi- 
cal Gnostic schools. In some of them (Ophites ot 
Celsus and Origen, Nieolaitans, Archontics) the 
figure of the Eedeemer is entirely absent. In 
oUiers {e.ff., Berates) no historical function is 
given to the Eedeemer, who is a being of purely 
mythological or metaphysical nature. Fyen in 
systems which assume tlie identity of the Eedeemer 
w-ith Jesus the Christian elements seem to be little 
more than an embioidery on a pagan groundwork. 
Of this we have a striking evidence in the ^aaE?cne 
document preserved by Hippolytus, where the 
pa^an original can be detached, without much 
difTiculty, from the Christian commentary with 
which it is intenvoven. , 

In Ophitism, therefore, we have a 
widely diversified systems— built up oi ine 
d<‘l>ris of Babylonian, Bersian, S 3 'rian, and tg}p^ 
ian mythologies— which yet possc-ss features oi 
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resemblance sufficient to distinguish them from the 
classical types of Gnosticism. How are we to 
account for these points of agreement and differ- 
ence ? According to the generally accrated view, 
the Ophite sects represent the primitive Gnosticism, 
which was gradually developed and transformed 
into a religious philosophy by a series of historical 
teachers. Hippolytus, our chief Patristic author- 
ity, regards the Naassenes and the kindred sects 
as the fountainhead of Gnosticism ; and this 
judgment has been endorsed and worked out as 
a scientific h^othesis bjr a number of modem 
scholars (cf. Bousset, Eeitzenstein). A different 
view has lately been advanced, in the light of a 
searching examination of the sources, by de Faye 
(Gnostiques et .gnosticisme). He holds that the 
Ophite sects arose comparatively late, and were 
ultimately based on the anti-Biblical teaching of 
Marcion. Their variety he attributes to a process 
of mutual infiltration, at a period when the great 
Gnostic schools had begun to break up and to fall 
into new and often incoherent combinations. It is 
the merit of this theory that it recognizes the 
many accretions which have found their way into 
the systems, in the form in which we now possess 
them. They cannot, in any case, be accepted 
as anything but composite creations, borrowing 
largely from one another and from rival types of 
Gnosticism. But on several grounds preference 
must be given to the older view, {a) The Ophites 
are already knoivn to Ceisus, who wrote about a.d. 
170, and it is improbable that at so early a date the 
great schools should have disintegrated. (6) The 
influence of Marcion, if it is indeed accountable for 
the anti-Biblical tendency, is at best superficial. 
In the rdle assigned to laldabaoth, the oppressor of 
mankind, we have primarily to do with ideas 
derived from astral religion ; and the identification 
with' the God of the OT is of the nature of an 
after-thought, (c) It is impossible to ignore the 
strong affinities 'between the Ophite doctrines and 
those of the pagan sects which are knoim to us 
through the Hermetic literature. These sects 
were proba'bly pre-Christian, and were certainly 
anterior to the emergence of historical Gnosticism. 
{d) In spite of occasional details which suggest the 
influence of the great Gnostic schools, we have 
scarcely a trace in Ophitisra of their more charac- 
teristic developments — c.g., the reonology, the fall 
of Sophia. If the Ophite myths had arisen from a 
re-combination of the larger systems, these features 
would almost certainly have found a prominent 
place. 

On these grounds it may be concluded that 
Ophitism, although at a later time it may have 
been modified by the influence of other Gnostic 
schools, represents in the main a primitive phase of 
the Gnostic movement. It had its true antecedents 
in those theosopliical sects which had grown up in 
Egypt and the East during the age of syncretism, 
and it marks the beginning of the alliance of those 
alien sects with Christianity. In this consists the 
historical importance of Ophitism. It reflects the 
Gnostic movement in its earlier stages, and helps 
us to determine the sources and intrinsic character 
of its beliefs. From the evidence which it thus 
aflbrds we may reasonably infer that Gnosticism, 
although it assumed the form of a Christian 
herc.=y, was in substance non-Christian, and that 
its speculations were for the most part a mere 
colouring for mythological ideas. 

Dependent as we are on ecclesiastical writers 
who composed their notices with little understand- 
ing, from insufficient and perhaps garbled data, we 
have no means of ascertaining the history of 
Ophitism. The investigations of de Faye seem to 
make it clear that the original systems were 
gradually modified by contact with one another. 


with orthodox Christianity, and with the great 
Gnostic schools. At the same time, they seem to 
have maintained themselves, though with diminish- 
ing numbers and ever-lessening importance. By 
the middle of the 3rd cent, they had ceased to con- 
stitute a danger to the Church, and it had become 
difficult to discover their precise beliefs. That 
they continued to exist, and to exercise a certain 
influence even on the latest phases of Gnostic 
thought, may be gathered from the many coinci- 
dences between their mythology and that of the 
Pislis Sophia (q.v.) and other Coptic UTitings. 

LiTEnATCRE. — ^Xhe subject is treated, more or less fully, in 
almost all the works enumerated under Qkosticisu. The 
following are of special value lor the study of Ophitism : A. 
Hilgrenfeld, 'Der Gnosticismus und die.Philosophumena,' in 
ZWT V. (1S62] 400 ff.; R. A. Lipsius, ‘Uher die ophitischen 
Systeme,’ib. vi. [1B63] 410 S. ; A. HOnig, Die Ophiten, Berlin, 
1SS9 ; R. Liechtenhan, art. ‘ Ophiten,’ in PRB^ ; 'W. Bousset, 
Saitptprolleme der (?nom,Gottingen, 100" ; R. Reitzenstein, 
Poimandres, Leipzig, 1901 ; E. de Faye, Giwslwues et pnosfi 
cisme, Paris, 1013. E. F. ScOTT. 

OPTIMISM. — See Pessimism. 

ORACLES. — See DmstATlON. 

ORAONS. — I. Introduction. — The Ornons 
(Oraoii, Orao) are a cultivating tribe numbering af 
the present time 751,983, of whom the greater part 
inhabit the Ranchi and Palamau districts included 
in the province of Bengal, and some of the triW- 
tary States of Orissa, with a small number of 
emigrants in the Assam districts of Jalpaiguri and 
the Darjiling Tarai, where they have gone to work 
in the tea-gardens. They call themselves li^uruk 
or Kurnkh, a Dravidian term of uncertain origin, 
connected by some with the word horo, ‘ man, or 
with kimik, ‘ a crier,’ or one capable of speaking, 
in contradistinction to the other races, whose 
language is not intelligible to them (for other 
explanations see Sarat Chandra Roy, The Oraons 
ofChotd Nagpxir, p. 3 ff.). This word horo is prob- 
ably the origin of the name Oraon, which in other 
forms appears in the titles of Idndred tribes, like 
the Kol, Konva, and Korku. The eastern branches 
of the Kol tribe, according to Driver {JASB, 1891, 
pt. i. p. 25), use the initial h, while those farther 
west prefer k. If the names OrSon and Khurfik 
he derived from the same root, the tribal names, 
like that of the allied Male tribe, sinyily mean 
‘men’; and some have supposed that Oraon was 
a title conferred upon them by the Ar3’an invaders, 
possibly that of one of the septs with whom the 
newcomers first came in contact. Dalton {Descrip- 
tive Ethnology, p. 245) thinks that it may have 
been a nickname conferred upon them in reference 
to their roving propensities. 

2. Racial characteristics. — The Oraons are 
Dravidians of the full blood. 

‘The colourof most Orfonsisthc darkest brown, approaching 
to black ; the hair being jet black, coarse, and rather inclinra 
to be frizzy. Projecting jaws and teeth, thick lips, low narrow 
foreheads, broad flat noses, are the features which strike a care- 
ful observer ns characteristic of the tribe. The eyes are oltcn 
bright and full, and no obliquity’ is observable in the opening of 
the eyelids. No signs of Jlongolian nilinities can be detected in 
the relative positions of the nasal and molar bones, and the 
average naso-malar index for a hundred Ortons, measured on 
the system recommended by Mr. Oldfield Tliomas, comes to 
113‘6’ (the average cephalic’ index is 76-4) (Risley, OMlteeand 
Castes of Bmpal.ii. 139; cf. his Tribes and Castes in Bengal; 
Anthropoineirie Data, Calcutta, 1S91, I. 402 ff. ; Koy, pp. if ff., 
80 ff.). 

Taking him all round, the Oraon is a heavier and 
stronger man than the Munda or Santal. 

3. Traditions of origin. — The remarkable fact 
about the Oraons is that, as will be seen below (§ 4), 
they speak a language quite distinct from that of 
the Munda tribes which surround them. This has 
been taken to suggest that their settlement in 
their present home is of com para lively recent date. 
According to Dalton (p. 245), whose view was 
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accepted by Caldwell {Dravidian Grammar^, p. 
40), their traditions connect them -with the Konkan, 
the lowland sti ip along the western portion of the 
Bombay Presidency, lying between the range of 
the AV. Ghats and the sea. Thence they are said 
to have wandered eastward along the central range 
of hills forming the backbone of the peninsula, and 
finally to have reached that portion of the range 
which overlooks the Gangetic valley in the province 
of Bengal, kno-wn as /he Kaimur hills. Here for 
a time they settled in the plateau of Kohtas in the 
S'lahfibad district. When they were expelled from 
Ills refuge by the Muhammadans, the tribe is 
elieved to have split into two divisions — one, 
der the leadership of their chief, follo'wing the 
urse of the Ganges and finally settling on the 
ajmahal hills, the other, led by his younger 
other, going up the valley of the Son into 
alamau, turning eastward along the river Koel, 
nd taking possession of the north-west portion of 
the plateau of Chota Nagpur. The Male or Maler 
tribe and the Paharias, who still occupy the 
Rajmahal hills, are closely connected ivith the 
Oraons and speak an allied language, 

‘ Some say that the}- expelled the Mundaa from this portion 
of the country, and forced them to retire to their present 
settlements in the south of Lohardagfd ; but this statement isnot 
borne out by local tradition, nor can it be reconciled with the 
fact that the few Jlundas found in the Or.'lon pargands on the 
plateau are aeknowledfed and looked up to as the descendants 
of the founders of the vlllaces In which they live ’ (Eisley, ii. 
ass : Eoy, p. 17 ff.). 

The Oraons, again, are identical -with the Dhan- 
gars, whose name implies that, like the Paharias, 
they are highlanders, 

4 . Language. — The traditions of the tribe are 
in some degree confirmed by their language. 
The old theory that the non-Aryan tribes of this 
part of India can be divided into a Dravidian 
and a Kolarian branch has broken down before 
the evidence of anthropometry. The distinction 
between the so-called Kolarian and Dravidian 
branches is purely linguistic, and does not corre- 
spond to any differences of physical type. Sarat 
Chandra Roj', however, disputes this assertion, and 
remarks that • any one who has lived long enough 
amongst them and observed them with some atten- 
tion can in most cases distinguish a genuine Oraon 
from a genuine Munda’ (p. 82). The Dravidian 
branch, which includes the OrSons, speaks a 
Dravidian language, while that of the Kolarians is 
now designated Mundarl. Kurukh, the Oraon 
tongue, is decidedly a Dravidian language, and is 
still spoken by over 500,000 people, though more 
than 100,000 Oraons have substituted Hindi or 
Mtindriri for their mother-tongue, 

Tiie Oraons, then, are closely allied to their 
neighbours the Male Paharias and Dhangars, and 
seem to have emigrated to this part of the country 
later than the Mundari tribes which surround 
them. Tlie most primitive branch of the tribe is 
that known ns the Berge or Berga Oraons, who 
occupy the State of Gangpur, the long undulating 
table-land, which OTadnally slopes down to the 
north from the higher plateau of Chota Nagpur, 
They are a savage, fierce-looking people, probably 
a mixed race who have lived for centuries isolated 
from their brethren, and now speak a dialect 
klistinct from theirs. 

5 . Religion : general characteristics, — 

‘The religion of the Onions is of a composite order. They 
have, no doubt, retained some portion of the beliyf that the 3 ’ 
hroucht with f ' -I' ‘ 

3Iundas and jo .■ ' ■ ' ■ . ' ' ■ ' i 

they have to a ■ ... ■ ; ■ 

blended them ' ■ . ■ - . ' . ; 

They differ from the Mandas in always possess- 
ing some visible object of worship-— a stone, a 
wooden post, or alumpof earth. Their religion in 
its general outline is a form of animism, closely 


allied -with that practised by their Dravidian 
brethren (see Dkavidians [North India]). 

6 . The worship of Dharmesh, or Dharme.— 
The head of their pantheon is a spirit Itnmvn ns 
Dharmi, Dharme, or Dharmesh. One of the uTiters 
of this article, Hahn, is disposed to regard this 
name as philologically distinct from theSk-r.-Hindl 
dharmi, ‘virtuous,’ ‘godly,’ and to translate it 
‘creator.’ But there seems to be no sound evi- 
dence in support of this •view, and it appears safer 
to regard the name as borrowed from the Hindus 
of the_ Plains. The name as used by the Oraons is 
feminine ; but Dharme is more generally regarded 
as a male, the husband of Dharti Mata, or Mother 
Earth. The worship of a deity with a similar 
name, Dharmaraja, is common in Bengal. Tliero 
he is by some identified with Yama, the Hindu 
god of aeath-land, by others with the sun. Others, 
again, who have been more fully Hinduized, regard 
him as a snake-god, and some as a form of Siva or 
Visnu. He is a god of the lower castes, worshipped, 
not through Brahmans, but by a member of one of 
the castes who adore him (Gait, Census Beport 
Bengal, 1901, i. 201). He has, again, been identi- 
fied •with Buddha in that debased form of Buddhism 
which still survives among the Saruk tribe in 
Orissa (t6. i. 204). As the Oraons regard Dharme 
as manifest in the sun, the identity of these two 
forms of belief may he regarded as established. 
Dharme, in fact, seems to represent one member, 
the male, in the androgynous cultns of a pair of 
deities, of whom the female is represented by 


Mother Earth. 

Dharme is regarded as the source of light and 
life. If sacrifice is made to him, wliich is usually 
done in tKe harvest season or in performance of a 
vow, it must, under the usual principle of imitative 
mape, consist of fowls or goats wJiite in colour. 
The existence of the world, the gift of children, 
the growth of the fruits of the earth, are nU 
believed to be due to liim. The Orfion turns bis 
thoughts to him in times of sickness^ or other 
calamity, when sacrifices to the evil spirits have 
proved to be of no avail. At such times the usual 
prayer offered to him runs ; Ana Dharme akhiin 
ninim raladdi, ‘ 0 God 1 now all rests with tliee. 
Sacrifices are vowed to him in order to obtain 
children and for the cure of diseases of the repro- 
ductive organs. 

In the lepends of the tribe he is described ns slaying the 
monstrous oraron into whose mouth the human race entered, 
believing it to be a cleft in the rocks. The body of this creature 
was destroyed by a rain of fire, by the heat of which the 
Hanuman ape {SemnopiUiectu enteUus) pot the black marks on 
his face which he bears to this day, and the roaliopany tree 
{Diospi/ros mtldnoxylon) its black wood. Only one boy and one 
girl escaped destruction by hiding themselves in a crab ehcu, 
where the hounds of DbarmB, which were of all the colours of 
the rainbow, ns befitted those of the sun-pod, discovered them. 
To this pair DharmC presented a pumpkin which centred tne 
seeds of all varieties of com, vcpetables, and fruit. Thus tne 
world w'as peopled. .... , , , 

Another Icpcnd of DharmS is astiolopical, expiaininp ine 
peculiarities of certain birds. Some Asuras, a licnpai tnoe 
tvhicb still practises the art of iron-smeltinp, were at work amj 
the smoke of their furnace incommoded the pod. He first sent 
the wa^U to remonstrate with them; but they twisted iw 
tail so that It has pone on wnppinp ever since, ^ext he sent 
the crane; but thev caught it by the head U,fO 

that its neck became as long ns it is now, Then he ecnUhe 
robin redbreast; him they caught with a pairof red-hot Pin wrs, 
and hence be comes to have a scarlet breast. FimUly, he sent 
his son in the form of a leprous youth. entered the 
pulled out some ingots of gold Into which the Iron had 
converted, and came out cured of his disease. He had th-n no 
difficulty in tempting the Asura men to entwthe 
selves, -while their women worked the bcllo^ to make the 
blaze more fiercely. But they all 
craved the mercy of DharmS, who banished ‘h®™, ^ 
where their spirits are propitiated witli animal eacriC.e ana 
rice, and with oblations of spirituous liquor. _ 

The most important rite in the worship of 
Dliarme consists in liis emblematical marriage 10 
Mother Earth, wliich is celebrated at the annual 
Khaddi festivai, khadd menning ‘offspnng ortiie 
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sprouting of plant life. This is one of the common 
ntes of_ imitative or symbolical magic by which 
the fertility of the soil and the growth of the crops 
are promoted. Here Dhamie is clearly symbolized 
by the sun, because at sowing time the sower faces 
the sun and throws the first handful of seed 
towards it in order to secure the blessing of 
Dharme. His union •with the Earth Mother is 
celebrated in the spring, when the sal {Shorea 
robusta), one of the sacred trees of the tribe, puts 
forth its blossoms. 

Dharmg is represented for the occasion by the tribal priest, 
and his consort by K&lo Pakko, the spirit which occupies the 
sacred grove attached to every Oraon village. Hither the 
priest, accompanied by his wife and other villagers, repairs, 
and, alter sacrificing a fowl and offering rice and flowers, 
daubs the roots of an old snf-tree with vermilion and oil, and, 
tying a cord round the trunk of the tree, weds Mother Earth to 
himself as representing DharmS. He then daubs his own fore- 
head, arms, breast, and eats with vermilion, as is done to this 
day in the Hindu marriage service — a survival of the original 
blood-covenant. Then he sacrifices a second fowl, and utters 
this prayer : ' 0 Kalo Pakko, may there be abundance of tain 
and fruitfulness in our houses and fields 1 ’ Next several fowls 
are sacrificed to evil spirits in general, and all the people eat 
and ciirouse as at an ordinary marriage feast. Towards even- 
ing the priest is carried on a strong man’s back to his house, 
where ms wife meets him and washes his feet. Next morning 
he goes round the village, and at every door the women meet 
him, wash his feet, and present him with an offering of rice and 
money, of which ho returns part, and it is kept for good luck. 
His assistant throws water on every roof, and some of this is 
taken inside with the object of bringing prosperity. After this 
all eat and make merry, dance, and sing obscene songs, and In- 
dulge in orgies during which all self-respect and decency ore 
forgotten. 

This is the feast of fertility, and the season for 
marriages in the tribe. After it closes evil spirits 
are at rest, and a time of quiet and enjoyment 
is ushered in . which lasts until' the rainy season 
sets in during June and July. 

In his account of this feast under the name of 
Sarhiil Dalton adds an incident which explains 
the significance of one part of the ceremony. When 
the priest visits each house, he dances with the 
women and places some of the safflowers in their 
hair and over the door. 

‘ The moment that this is accomplished, they throw the con- 
tents of their water-vessels over his venerable person, heartily 
dousing the man whom a moment before they were treating 
with such profound respect. But to prevent bis catching cold 
they ply him with ns much of the home-brew ns he can drink, 
consequently his reverence is generally gloriously drunk before 
he completes his round ' (p. Zfil). 

It is clear that we have in this one of the rites of 
symbolical or imitative magic, in which pouring 
water over a sacred or tabued personage is regarded 
as a charm which will produce abundant rain {GB^, 
pt. i., The Magic Art, London, 1911, i. 24711.; 
Crooke, PiJi. VSBl). 

7. The ■worship of malevolent spirits. — WhUe 
DharmS is a benevolent deity, the chief interest of 
the Oraon centres in the malignant smrits by which 
he deems himself to be surrounded. These demand 
regular periodical propitiation to prevent them 
from doing mischief. They are known in the 
Kurukh language as ndd, which is practically 
equivalent to the bhut of the Hindus. The follow- 
ing are the chief spirits' of this class. 

(«) Darhfi, whose abode is generally in an ancient 
grove of sal- trees or of the bcl [Acgle marmelos), 
where he is represented by a ploughsliare or a piece 
of bamboo fixed in the earth in a slanting position 
near the root of a sdf tree. Darha is regarded as 
the tutelary deity of the village. He is evidently 
one of those vague impersonations whoso titles and 
functions are not clearly defined and merge in 
those of other deities. Dalton (pp. 129, 220) identi- 
fies him with DhartI, or earth, and with the Duiir 
Pulifir of the Cheros, Kharwars, and Birhors._ Ac- 
cording to the same writer (p. 258), Darha is the 
only spirit propitiated by the Oruons in some parts 
of the country. 

' If fowls tire offered to him, they must be of divers colours, 
but oncein three years he should have n sheep from his votaries ; 


and once in the same period a buffalo,’ the flesh of which is 
shared with the tribal priest. 

But it is believed that at some of his more im- 
portant shrines, in spite of the pressure of British 
Jaw, human sacrifices are still sometimes ofiered. 
It is said that this rite should be performed once in 
a generation, and that in default of it great mis- 
fortunes will fall upon the tribe. The arrange- 
ments are made at a secret council of elders, 
and certain persons are said to be selected to 
catch a victim, generally a boy or girl, who is 
called ondkd, ‘seized,’ ‘eaten.’ Dalton further 
remarks (p. 258) that those members of the tribe 
who are known as bhagat (Skr. bhakti, ‘ faith,’ 
‘ devotion ’), i.e, those who have adopted the 
worship of the Hindu deity Siva, have traditions 
of human sacrifice. 

‘I have been informed,’ he eaye, ‘by a Christian convert, 
who formerly belonged to the Bhagat fraternity, that in some 
villages near Lohardagga, they usually make an image of a man 
in wood, put clothes and ornaments on it, and present it at the 
altar of a Mahadeo. The person who officiates ns priest on the 
occasion says : “ O Mahfideo i we sacrifice this men to you 
according to ancient custom ! Give us rain in due season, and 
a plentiful harvest 1 ” Then, w^ith one stroke of the axe, the 
head of the Image is cut off, and the body is removed and 
buried. The Gonds make a similar offering to their Baradeo, 
and it was not always in effigy that the human sacrifice is 
made. There are grounds for concluding that the practice 
was observed by all the peoples of Diavidian origin.’ 

This is clearly akin to tlie well-known rites of 
propitiatory human sacrifice among the Khonds, or 
Kandhs (q.v.). 

(6) The Deshwali ndd, the ‘ evil spirit of the 
land,’ is a female. She is attached to every village, 
and is represented, like other Oraon deities, by a 
wooden peg. Every third and tenth year sacri- 
fices must be made to her of bnfialoes and fowls. 
If this rite be neglected, she will cause mischief 
and bring disease on men and cattle. She lives in 
the sarnd, or sacred grove, attached to each village. 

(c) The KhflnW, or ‘peg,’ is the special ndd of 
the three clans found in every village. It is repre- 
sented by a small wooden peg fixed in the ground. 
Every third year, when the rice seedlings are being 
transplanted, a goat is sacrificed to the IClrrinta 
ndd, and yearly a fowl is oliered to him at tlie 
same season. Every village has its own Khunta 
ndd, of which the residents alone know the secret 
name. This ndd is of irritable temper, and, if 
his name is not kept secret, he is oflended. In 
fact, no other ndd more resents neglect. 

(d) Kalo Pakko, Jhakra Burhi, or Sama Burhi 
is the ‘old woman’ of the sama. She has 
already been mentioned in connexion with the 
cult of Dharme (§ 6). She is remesented among 
the MiindaB by Jiihir Era and Desaull (Dalton, 
p. 261). Every year, at the Khaddi festival, a 
black fowl is sacrificed to her with some rice and 
rice-beer, and an earthen pot of water is placed at 
the stem of a sal-tree for her refreshment. If, 
during the night, there has been a considerable 
evaporation of water from the jar, it portends, ac- 
cording to the usual system of ^mbolical magic, 
a failure of rain during the coming year. Again, 
if the fowls destined for sacrifice pick up some of 
the grains of rice olfered to KiTlo Pakko, it is an 
omen that she accepts the ofiering and ■will give 
them abundant rain and a good harvest. _ Tliis 
forms an interesting parallel to the tripuditim of 
the Romans (Cicero, dc Div. ii. 71 ; F. Granger, 
Warship of the Romans, London, 1895, p. 189 f.). 

Some authorities connect the worship of Kfilo 
Pakko with that of the spirits of the Asuras who 
were slain because they otfended DharmS (§ 6), or 
suggest that the 'ivorship was intended to propiti- 
ate the ghosts of a people, the autochthones of the 
country, dispersed and slain by the later Dra vidian 
and Mflnda settlers. On the other hand, the close 
connexion of Kfilo Pakko with the sarnd, or sacred 
grove, seems to make it clear that she is the im- 
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personation of the tree-spirit, many representatives 
of which are found in N. India. They are, like 
Kalo Pakko, closely connected with the rainfall 
and the fertility of crops and cattle {GB^, pt. i.. 
The Magic Art, ii. 47 ff.). Hence, among the 
Oraons, she is often identified with Mother Earth, 
and her marriage and union nith Dharme are 
solemnized. 

8. Evil spirits which need only occasional pro- 
pitiation. — ^Among this class the following are the 
most important. 

(а) Baranda is the hUl nad, or spirit. When he 
leaves the mountain, his usual abode, and takes up 
his residence with men, he brings misfortune and 
poverty with him. He demands propitiation by an 
occasional sacrifice. He can be prevented from 
entering a house b}' the inmates eating sour or 
unsavoury food ; this disgusts him and he leaves 
the place. According to Dalton (p. 258), he is pro- 
pitiated with a sacrifice of bullocks or bufialoes 
because he is an evil spirit, ‘ who, when malignantly 
inclined, frustrates God’s designs of sending rain 
in due season to fertilise the earth.’ In Palamau, 
according to Gait (i. 197), Baranda is believed to 
be a female formerly resident in Nagpur, while 
in Kanchi he is thought to be, as already de- 
scribed, a malevolent male living in the hills, and 
always endeavouring to enter a house in order 
to bring misfortune upon the inmates. In 
Palamau he is propitiated once in three years at 
the harvest-home. Each family has a ser^dce of its 
o^yn, which is conducted by the baigd, or aboriginal 
priest. A she-goat is sacrificed after being induced 
to eat rice from the hands of the priest, the idea 
being that it is a willing victim, and that the 
responsibility for its death will not fall upon the 
person who arranges the sacrifice. The victim is 
cooked and consumed then and there by all present, 
the priest receiving a double share. 

(б) The Add! or Erpa nad is the spirit of the 
household and of the landed property which it 
owns. The oldest among the owners keeps its 
representative in the shape of a wooden peg sus- 
pended in a tiny basket from the roof of his house. 
Whenever disease occurs to any member of the 
family, a fowl or goat is sacrificed to the nad. 
Some of the blood is sprinkled on the peg, and a 
feather of the fowl or a bone of the goat, with a 
few grains of rice and small coins, is placed in the 
basket which contains it. 

(c) Chandi, the moon-goddess, is identical with 
Chando Omol of the Mundfis, and with Chando 
Bongaof theSantals (Dalton, pp. ISG, 214). Among 
the Oraons she is the goddess of hunting, and to 
her sacrifices of fowls and goats are oflered to en- 
sure success at the tribal hunting parties wliich 
take place yearly about the time of the full moon 
in March (see Roy, pp. 220 11'., 224 ff., 239 ff.). 

(d) The churel is tlie ghost of a woman who has 
died in childbii’th or in a state of impurity. When 
such a woman is buried, her angry ghost is appeased 
by the sacrifice of a black fowl performed on her 
grave, on which grains of rice are scattered to 
appease the spirit. As usual (see Bengal, § 26 ), 
she appears as a woman rvith her feet turned back- 
wards. She is constantly endeavouring to enter 
houses where a baby has been bom, appearing as 
a black cat which tears the mother and infant. 
She also entices away youths and girls at night. 
When such dangers are feared, special sacrifices 
are offered at her grave, and the father of the child 
remains awake to repel her attacks. 

(c) Tlic mnd, ‘ the dead ones,’ are, like the bhiit 
of the Plains, the gliosts of people who _have_ died 
a 1-iolent death. The most common variety is the 
haghaut, the ghost of a man who has been killed 
by a tiger. In the place where such a tragedy has 1 
occurred a caim is erected, to which every passer-by 1 


adds a stone. Occasionally a fowl or goat is saori- 
ficed there, or on the spot where a murder has been 
conjmitted, or where a person has been e.xecuted, 
in order to appease the restless malevolent spirit. 

9. Minor spirits and apparitions.— Among these 
are Barando, the spirit which causes Avhirlwinds, 
a disgMted restless ndd, which goes whirling 
about in search of a fresh resting-place. The 
Oraon scares him by shouting Ilddi\, ‘Be off!’ 
The ckh, or nightmare, is also a restless spirit of 
the departed, seeking for repose by entering ihe 
body of a sleeping person. The, oai is another 
ghost which causes delirium, epilepsy, fainting 
fits, and lunacy. Charms and spells must be used 
to scare it. Aerolites and meteors are also departed 
spirits wandering about in search of a resting-place. 
In fact, the Oraon- is surrounded by a world of 
spirits, some of which appear in dreams, some 
while he is awake, in the shape of giants or huge 
pUlars without heads and arms. 

10. Tree-worship. — The OrSon conceives trees 
to be the abode of spirits. Near every village a 
small fragment of the primeval forest, known as 
the sarnd, oridher, is preserved as a refuge for the 
tree-spirits which have been disturbed and disestab- 
lished when the jungle was cut down. The trees 
of this grove are guarded by a most effective tabu, 
and no one dares to cut them down or even to collect 
the fallen branches (Roy, pp. 108, 172). In this 
grove the sdt is regarded as the most sacred tree, and 
it is the abode of Kalo Pakko or Sarnii Burhl, the 
‘ old woman ’ of the gi'ove. Its flowers, as we have 
seen (§ 6), are used in the rite of rain-making, and 
from its branches is made the bower under which 


the marriage ceremonies are performed. The 
karam-tree (Nattclea parvifolia) is another sacred 
tree, worshipped as a benevolent godling. The 
karam festival is held at the beginning of liarvest, 
about the end of August. 

After purifjing themselves by fasting, the youths and girls 
of the tribe go singing and dancing to the forest to fetch a 
branch of the tree. Tiiis is brought in triumph to the village 
dancing-place (akhrd). Some of the lads, beating drums and 
clanging cymbals, seem to become possessed by the tree-spirit 
and throw themselves on theground, shriekingand moving their 
heads and limbs in a state of frenzy. The branch, which is stuck 
into the ground in the centre of the arena, is decorated with 
flowers and lights. There it is watched by persons told off for 
the purpose, while the rest of the villagers hold high revel. When 
the feast is ended, one of the elders is seated on a stool close to 
the tree. An umbrella is held over him, and the people take 
theirplaces round him. He recites the tribal legends, in return 
for which a collection is made for him among the audirace. 
Dancing, drinking, and merriment go on all night, 
morning the tree is taken, with singing, dancing, and beating 
of drums, to the nearest river or stream, mto which it is plunged. 
While the tree is Ikted in the arena^ the people worship it by 
bowing before it, and the priest sacrifices a victim. 

The festival is believed to bring good luck and 
prosperous harvests, and it is regarded as a sort of 
thanksgiving at the first gathering of the crops. 
The flinging of the branch into water at tbp con- 
clusion of the rite seems to indicate that its primary 
object is to act as a rain-charm.’ _ ^ i 

n, Totemism. — ^Tiie Oraon tribe is divided into 
a number of septs of which a catalogue is given by 
Risley (TC ii. 113 f.). As in the case of many of 
the allied Dravidian tribes, these septs arc named 
after various animals, plants, or material^ objects, 
such as tlie tiger, the wild do^_ the squirrel, the 
cobra, the eel, the bar-tvee (riciis JneUed), the 
ptisrd, or fruit of the kusum-tree (Schlcichera tn- 
jtiga), and so on, each of which the members of the 
tnbe are prohibited from cutting, eating, burning 
carrying, using, and so forth (ib. i. Introd. p. xliii). 
But totemism, ns it appears among the Oraons, is 
recognized at pre.sent merely _as_n mode of denning 
the exogamous groups, and, if in ancient time.s it 
exercised influence over their religious beliefs, it 
has now been so completely overlaid by other 

1 For other accounts of the tararTUtree rites among the 
MQpdas, and allied tribes sec Dalton, pp. 103, 2i5i ; Call. I- ivi , 
i’iili. Wff. 
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superstitions and usages that it is no longer possible 
to recognize it. The question of totemism is fully 
discussed by Roy, p. S24 fl’. 

12 . Ancestor-worship and the condition of the 
dead. — Dalton (p. 257) was of opinion that the 
Orfions ‘ have no belief vi-hatever in a future state.’ 
But this assertion is opposed to the results of his 
own investigations into their death customs and to 
other facts which have been brought to light by 
subsequent research. The body is carefully oiled 
and shrouded to placate the spirit ; offerings of 
rice and copper coins, the-latter probably intended 
as a. viaticum to help the spirit on its way to the 
other world, are placed in tlie mouth of the dead, 
or thrown upon the funeral pyre and grave, both 
modes of disposal of the dead being recognized 
among them. After cremation the feagments of 
the bones are carefully gathered, placed in a new 
earthen jar, and brought ceremoniously to the 
village, the mourners scattering parched rice along 
the road, probably not, as Dalton supposed (p. 261), 
to mark the route, but rather to pacify tlie angry 
vagrant spirits which miglit trounle the ghost of 
the man whose obsequies are being performed. 
The cinerary nm is suspended to a post in front 
of the residence of the dead in order that the ghost, 
when so disposed, may have easy access to them. 
In the following December or January the solemn 
rite is performed of removing the bones of all those 
who have died during the last year to the tribal 
cemetery, which from the first establishment of the 
community has been appropriated to tliis purpose. 
Onions are extremely tenacious in this matter. 

'And even when one of them dies far from his home, his 
relations -will, it posslhle, sooner or later, recover the fragments 
of his hones, and hear them back to the village, to be deposited 
with the ashes of his ancestors’ (Dalton, p. 263). 

Thus they recognize a conscious life of the departed. 
The dead are conceived as forming a community, 
and by the removal of his bones to the tribal 
cemetery the dead man obtains admission to their 
society. At the cemetery the bone jar is buried in 
a sliallow grave, over which a slab is placed or an 
oblong stone is erected as a monument. 

The death tabu is also recomized. During the 
time when the bones of the dead are retained in 
the village no marriage can take place. The 
persons who have had occasion to touch the body 
are regarded as unclean, and must wash their hands 
and feet after the funeral. One of the degraded 
Mahili tribe, whom Oraons despise and with whom 
they will not eat, acts as funeral priest [kartd). 

'fhe subsequent rites are intended to ascertain 
if the spirit lias really departed to death-land, and 
to prevent it from returning to trouble the sur- 
vivors. The first object is attained by spreading 
ashes on the floor of the house after the removal 
of the body. The door is carefully shut, and, when 
the mourners return from the cremation ground, 
the ashes are examined to ascertain if any foot- 
prints are visible upon them. If anything appears 
which suggests the footprint of a man, it is sup- 
posed that the wandering spirit has failed to 
attain its desired rest, and must be appeased by 
offerings of food at the grave. The same belief 
prevails among many of the lower castes in N. 
India {PB i. 176, ii. 7211.). If the imprint on the 
ashes resembles the footprint of a cat, it is belie-vcd 
that the ghost has become an evil spirit, in which 
event sacrifices must bo olfered to appease it. 

From this it would appear that ancestor-wor- 
ship, ill tlie true sense of the term, does not exist 
among the Oraons. The dead are regarded not as 
superior beings, but as dependent upon the living 
for food and other necessaries. Though they are 
propitiated to induce them to remain in death-land 
and to refrain from troubling the living, this placa- 
tion does not reach the dignity of worship. The 


grave-stone erected over the place where the ashes 
and bones have been deposited is daubed at festivals 
with vermilion (possibly the survival of an earlier 
blood-sacrifice), and with oil and milk. Sometimes 
a fowl is sacrificed near these stones to secure 
the good will of the dead. At each of the tribal 
festivals fragments of food, with some liquor, are 

g ut outside the house, or allowed to fall upon the 
oor for the refreshment of the ancestors. In the 
same vvay, when the new rice is cooked, before 
any one dares to partake of it a portion is laid 
aside for them, and a fowl is offered. In times of 
danger or distress prayers are made to them, and 
these are accompanied by sacrifices. Some people 
drop at every meal a fragment of all the food, even 
tobacco, for the use of the dead. 

13 . Exorcism. — Dalton, as we havm seen, was 
mistaken in supposing that ' the sole object of 
their religious ceremonies is the propitiation of 
the demons, who are ever thwarting the benevolent 
intentions of Dhamiesh ’ ; but it seems correct to 
say that, like all races in a similar stage of culture, 
‘ they have no notion of a servuce of thanksgiving ; 
and so far we may regard the religion of the 
Miindas as of a higher order than theirs’ (p. 257). 
Exorcism of evil spirits forms an important part 
of their religious practices. When sickness or 
other misfortune befalls a man, he has recourse to 
the ojha, or exorcist. Various devices are em- 
ployed to remove the spirit agency to which they 
attribute disease. Thus, all the pots in use in the 
house, brooms, winnowing-fans, and other articles 
of the same kind, are carried to the cross-roads, 
and with them it is supposed that the spirit will 
be expelled. Another method illustrating the 
principles of contagious magic is for the sick man 
to place a cotton thread across a road by which 
travellers pass, and whoever touches the thread 
is sure to carry away the malady with him. When 
disease appears among the cattle, a sacrifice is 
made to the ncid which haunts the village, and 
some of the blood of the victim is sprinklecl on the 
wooden bell worn bj' the leader of the herd, or 
some streaks are made with lime upon it, and it 
is then hung round the neck of the herdsman. 
By this method the disease spirit is transferred to 
him, and he becomes possessed, rushing about 
wildly and striking at any one who comes in his 
way. The idllngers then beat him gently with 
sticks and drive him over the village boundary. 
By this method the spirit is believed to abandon 
the village, never to return. By and by the man 
comes to himself, and all return home assured 
that no further evil will happen. 

Otlier forms of disease are treated in the same 
way. Obstinate colic, supposed to be due to a 
demon entering the body of the patient, is cured 
by the dcofu, or medicine-mnn, who mutters some 
spells and then sucks the navel of the afilictcd 
person. By and by the mucus in the mouth of the 
exorcist is believed to assume the form of tinj-' 
worms or bones, which, being the root of the 
malady, he spits out, and recovery is assured. 
The exorcist deals with a case of snake-bite by 
sacrificing a fowl, the head of which he cuts off, to 
the spirit of the snake, while ho recites some 
mantras bidding it be gone. Then he sucks the 
navel of the patient, and flings his spittle on the 
fowl which he has sacrificed. If the patient re- 
covers, the dcord is credited with having expelled 
the poison with the evil spirit. In ordinary cases 
of disease the exorcist adds to the recitation of 
his spells and the sucking of the patient’s navel 
the rite of fanning him with the stalks of thatoh- 
inc grass as a means of expelling the evil influence. 

There are various methods of identifying the 
evil spirit or -witch to whose machinations troubles 
are confidently attributed. 
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One plan 13 to sacrilice a fowl, and make an offering of rice in 
a winnowing-fan, the mystica vannus lacchi, which is every- 
where regarded ns a wonder-working implement. Over the 
rice is placed an inverted saucer, such as is used for an oil lamp. 
The exorcist recites spells, calling on various evil spirits or 
witches whom he suspects to appear before him. Meanwhile 
he continues staring into a lighted lamp, moving his head 
violently all the time. By and by the shadow of an evil spirit 
or of a witch appears to his view. He then announces which 
spirit is to be propitiated, or names the witch who is working 
black magic against the patient. Should this method fail, he 
becomes himself possessed, shakes his head and body violently, 
jumps about, moving his limbs, in a state of frenzy’, until he 
falls into a trance, during which he calls out the name of the 
spirit or of the witch. 

It is difficult to say how far these practitioners 
believe in their oavn art. When they begin their 
career, they doubtless believe what they have 
been taught ; but by and by they are tempted to 
adopt fraudulent practices in order to gratify 
their own vanity, or help another to satisfy a 
private grudge. 

14, Witchcraft. — Like all the Dravidian races 
of tnis part of India, the Oraons believe firmly in 
witchcraft. The knowledge is said to be com- 
municated to neophytes at annual meetings when 
witches, riding on broomsticks, assemble and 
dance. Most reputed witches are old, cranky, 
deformed women, whose curses upon an enemy, 
accidentally uttered and apparently fulfilled, show 
that they know and practise the art. They often 
deal in poisonous or narcotic drugs, and are hence 
known as bisahd, or bishdi, ‘poisoners.’ They are 
believed to exercise their dangerous power over 
those whom they desire to injure through the 
hair-clippings and nail-parings of their victims. 
After reciting their wicked spells over things like 
these, they are believed to conceal them in a 
hollow tree, or buiy them beneath the threshold 
of the person against whom their art is directed, 
with the result that he and his cattle pine and 
waste away. They are also reported to possess 
the power of extracting something from, or insert- 
ing something into, the body of their victim, 
which causes disease or death. Dropsy, consump- 
tion, and barrenness in women and cattle are 
popularly attributed to their malevolence. Others 
claim, or are said to possess, the power of turning 
themselves into tigers and other beasts of prey, 
and thus destroying their enemies or their cattle. 

The intense dread of witchcraft is shown by the 
cruelty ivith which it is punished. In olden times, 
before the pressure of British Jaw checked out- 
rages of this kind, the punishment was invariably 
death. Nowadays the penalties are fine, excom- 
munication, refusal to intermarry Avith them, and 
personal violence. The witch ordeals in use are 
as severe as the actual punishments. In one the 
suspect is bound to two large stones with his knees 
drawn up to his chin, and a fire of straw is lighted 
below him. The tests by hot iron, boiling oil, and 
flinging the suspected person into the village pond 
are also used. In fact, witchcraft is still a living 
superstition in the tribe, and it is only by the 
greatest vigilance that the authorities can repress 
the outrages which are its natural result. 

15. Minor beliefs and superstitions. — Much 
attention is paid to dreams, which forebode the 
future, and the appearances observed each indicate 
some coming event — a snake annonnces a visit, 
the fall of a tree a death in the neighbourhood, 
and so on. It is dangerous to touch an epileptic, 
as the spirit causing the fit may be able to transfer 
itself. Curses are much feared. Oaths are taken 
over a little rice and cow-dung placed in an open 
space, by touching the shoulder of a mother or 
son, or by standing on a tiger-skin. In the last 
form they believe that, if tlie witness forswears 
himself, he will be killed by the animal. They 
Btrongly believe in omens. A seed of the castor- 
tree falling on a person walking below it, the 


branch of a tree breaking, a jackal passing the 
road from right to left, are all omens of disaster. 
Thursdays and Saturdays are unlucky. A house 
must not be built facing the north, the direction 
of death-land, and, when a house is being erected, 
an egg is broken on the site to propitiate the 
spirit, which is disturbed when the foundations ore 
being dug. 

16. The priesthood. — 

In an Oraon village ‘a priest there must be; an Orion com- 
munity cannot get on without one. The fate of the village is 
in his hands ; in theirown phraseology it is said thatho “makes 
fts affairs." He is also master of the revels, which are for the 
most part connected with religious rites. The doctrine of the 
Ordons is that man best pleases the gods when he makes merry 
himself ; so that acts of worship and propitiatory sacrillces are 
always associated with feasting, drinking, dancing, and love- 
making ’ (Dalton, p. 247). 

The tribal priest is known as natya or pdhdn, 
both bei^ names which seem to be borrowed 
from the Hindus (Skr, nayaka,pradhdna, ‘lender’), 
while the exorcist has borrowed his titles from the 


same source, sokhd (Skr. sdhshma, ‘subtle’) or 
ojhd (Skr. upddhydya, ‘ spiritual teacher’). From 
this fact it may be argued that the differentiation 
of the priest from the medicine-man took place in 
comparatively recent times and under Hindu influ- 
ence. The duty of the pahdn is to perform all the 
regular sacrifices made to tutelary deities and tlie 
special acts by which evil spirits are propitiated. 
The office is not necessarily hereditary, but is 
usually conferred on a member of the pahun khun{, 
or priestly sept. On the occasion of the resigna- 
tion, death, or apost^y of a pdhdn the headmen 
of tlie village select two or three members of the 
priestly sept as suitable candidates. Then a round 
pebble is taken from the roadside and rolled in the 
direction of the houses occupied by tlio priests’ 
sept. The person at whose door the stone stops is 
selected. He goes at once to the bouse of the late 
priest to receive tlie ■winnowing-fnn, the symbol of 
fiis sacred office (§ 13). He is also provided with a 
knife, with which he sacrifices fowls, and an nxe 
for decapitating goats, both made by the village 
blacitemith. As sacrilicer, his duty is to behead 
the victim with a prayer that the good or evil 
spirit in whose name the oflering is made wiu 
accept it and grant the favour which is desired. 
Among those members of the tribe who have coino 
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;ains the person who has worked black magic on 
the patient or the bhfU which is oflended with 
liim. Any one may learn this art, and the son 
?ften succeeds his father. The dcofd or ojhd iB 
ihe exorcist and medicine-man, who deals with 
spirits after they have been marked down by the 
lohhd. The knowledge of the craft passes down in 
i single family, but an exorcist of good Kpnte 
nay form a school and instruct disciples. Often, 
liowever, the duties of these functionaries are not 
larefully discriminated. In fact, there is reason to 
believe that the distribution of duties between 
oriest, exorcist, and medicine-man is comparatively 
nodem. In former times these varied duties seem 
io have been combined in a single official. 

The priest is supported by a glebe, Imqwn m 
naxqkbdl or pahunWiet, ‘ priest’s held. It is held 
rent-free, and, if it is occupied by a member ot tiic 
iriestly clan who is not acting as naigd, he fias to 
■emunerate the actual holder of the office, in 
iome villages a patch of land is resen-ed, the proiits 
jf which are devoted to paying the expenses con- 
lected with public sacrifices and tnbal leasw. 
Dther patches are sometimes left nncultivatca ami 
•e-served as a refuge for bMts and evil spirits, wlio, 
rith the cAwref and the mud, haunt the cremation 
ind bniiai grounds. 
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17 . Christianity. — Christianity has gained many 
converts among the Oraons, and its influence has 
undoubtedly tended to elevate their moral 
character. The conclusions of Dalton (p. 257) are 
interesting as describing the situation in the 
infancy of the Christian Church. 

*If we nnalyee the views of most of the Orion converts to 
Christianity, we shall, I think, be able to discern the influence 
of their pagan doctrines and superstitions in the motives that 
first led them to become catechumens. The Supreme Being 
who does not protect them from the spite of malevolent 
spirits has, they are assured, the Christians under His special 
care. They consider that, in consequence of this guardianship, 
the witches and bhiiis have no power over Christians ; and it 
is, therefore, good for them to join that body. They are taught 
that for the salvation of Christians one great saoritice has been 
made, and they see that those who are baptized do not in fact 
reduce their live-stock to propitiate the evil spirits. They 
grasp at this notion ; and long afterwards, when they under- 
stand It better, the atonement, the mystical washing away of 


507 


rin by the blood of Christ, is the doctrine on which their simple 
minds most dwelL' 

Literatore,— The classical account of the Oraons is that by 
E. T. Oalton, Descriptive Ethnologp of Dengat, Calcutta, IST'i, 
p. SIS II., to which all subsequent writers, including H. H. 
Risley, Tribes and Castes of Bengal, do. 1S91, ii. ISS fl., and W. 
W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, London, 1877, xvi. 
279 it., are largely indebted. A large amount of fresh informa- 
tion, the result of fifteen years' intimate acquaintance with the 
tribe, including three years’ special inquiries about their 
customs and usages, has been collected by Sarat Chandra 
Roy, The Oraons of ChStd A'appur, Eanchi, 1915, who promises 
a second volume devoted to their religion and magico-religions 
system, domestic ceremonies, usages, and folklore. For their 
language see F. Hahn, Kttrukh Grammar, Calcutta, 1900 ; R. 
Caldwell, A Comparative Dravidian Grammar", London, 1875, 
pp. SO, 518f. ; E. A. Gait, Census Beport Bengal, 1901, Calcutta, 
1902, i. 327 ff, ; G. A. Grierson, Censtts Report India, do. 1901, 
i. 283. The country occupied by the Oraons has been well 
described by F. B. Bradley-Birt, Tbe Story of an Indian 
Upland, London, 1005. 

F. Hahn and W. Ceooke. 
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Introductory and Primitive (A. E. Craivley), 
p. 507. 

Arabian and Muhammadan (Th. "W. Joynboll), 

p. 612. 

Babylonian (S. Langdon), p. 513. 

Celtic (J. A. MacCplloch), p. 514. 

Chinese (R. F. Johnston), p. 516. 

Christian (P. Vinogradoff), p. 619. 

ORDEAL^ (Introductory and Primitive). — The 
method of trying an accused or suspected person 
by subjecting him to a ‘ pliysical test fraught with 
danger, such as the plunging of the hand in boiling 
water, the carrying of hot iron, walking barefoot 
and blindfold between red-hot plough-shares,’ and 
the like, the result in injury, more or less or 
none, being ‘ regarded as the immediate judgement 
of the Deity,’’* has been practically universal* 
during n long period of social evolution. This 
period may be approximately decided by the facts 
that the Australian aborigines do not practise the 
ordeal, and that the peoples of Europe abandoned 
it shortly after the medireval age. Before the 
development of Eoman methods the ordeal was 
the logical conclusion of all legal procedure, and, as 
such, its history constitutes an important chapter 
in the book of justice. It should he noted that the 
ordeal was a concluding method, not a preliminary 
nor an invariable form, the essential condition of 
its use from the most primitive to the latest 
examples being that other more ‘ legal’ methods 
of deciding the issue shall have failed. AVith the 
ordeal in use, verdicts of not-proven and disagree- 
ments of the jury were discounted. 

•The Malay laws direct that the comlwt or ordeal shall be had 
recourse to in the absence of evidence. ... “If one^ accuse 
and another deny, and there be no witnesses on either side, the 
parties shall cither fight or submit to the ordeal of melted tin 
or boiling oil.”'< In W. Africa ‘all judicial cases are settled 
by the people in their collective capacity.* Witnesses are used, 
and give evidence under an Imprecatory oath. But the ordeal 
is ‘ preterred.’ ‘ Conscious of their own want of candour and 
boncsty.it is but natural that very little confidence is felt in the 
veracity of otliers.' s Among the early Teutonic peoples ex- 
culpation was possible either by oatli, in which cojurantes 
were admitted, or by ordeal. The whole principle of their 
administration of Justice was diametricaliy opposed to that of 


1 ' Ordeal ' is a modification of O.E. orddl {ordaelj or ordll, the 
O.E. cquivaienc of a general Teutonic term, surriving in mod. 
Germ. Urteil, and having the original meaning of ‘allotment,’ 
•dealing out,’ ‘Judgement’ (OED). Med. Lat. adopted the 
term as ordalittm, ordela, but the more technical terms were 
examinatio, purgatio, judicium (da Cange, Glossarium, Elort, 
1SS3-S7. s.v. ' Ordela 

2 02^2) s 

s H. C.’ lia. Superstition and Forced, p. 218. 

« J. Crawlurd, l/ist. of the inrffnn Archipelago, Edinburgh, 
1820. iii. 92, quoted by Wcstcrmarck, 311 i. 59). 

5 J. L. Wilson, irMtrm Africa, London, 1856, p. ISO L 


Greek (P. Vinogradoff), p. 621. 

Hebrew (J. A. Selbie), p. 521. 

Hindu (A. B. Keith), p. 62-2. 

Iranian (E. Edwards), p. 524. 

Malagasy (G. Gilvndidier), p. 626, 

Roman (A. C, PEARSON), p. 528. 

Slavic (M. E. SEATON), p. 629. 

Teutonic (M. E. SEATON), p. 530. 

Roman law, which eventually superseded it It knew nothing 
of evidence or trial proper ; * t^at it knew was proofs,' viz- 
oaths and ordeals, hoth being appeals to the supematnral. 
‘ The jBetreCstirtfil . . . awarded that one of the two litigants 
must prove his case, by his body in battle tbilatera] ordeal), or 
by a one-sided ordeal, or by an oath with oath-helpers, or by 
the oaths of witnesses. The court hod no desire to hear or 
weigh conflicting testimony.’! In ancient India the king 
Judged ' by means of questions and even of ordeals.’® Among 
barbarous peoples the head-man, or more usually the medicine- 
man, superintends or administers the ordeal. In the early ages 
of Christian Europe the bishop or priest bad a semi-official con- 
nexion with its administration, and in India the Brfibman. A 
epecial feature of the Teutonic ordeal was that ‘the accused 
should perform its ritus himself ; in no case could it he placed in 
the Judge’s hands.’® This to some extent prevented the 
Inherent liability to abuse, which is instanced throughout — e.p., 
In Africa, where the only chance of the accused person fs to 
square the medicine-man. A recurring feature of the ordeal 
system is that the innocent are apt to demand the test, whereas 
the guilty dare not. As olten os not, therefore, the innocent 
might be punished, hut in many systems refusal to submit to 
the ordeal was itself regarded as tantamount to proof of guilt. 
In some cases the administrator submits to the test ; in othezs 
proxies are allowed.'* 

Before describing the ordeal by its varieties, one 
or two ethnologic^ points may be noted. At no 
time did Roman law have anything to do with the 
ordeal. It was known to the Greeks in its ‘ Aryan ’ 
forms,* but here again the law ignored it. The 
Chinese and American Indians similarly refused to 
develop the system. It is forbidden in the Qur’&n. 
The great spheres of prevalence of the ordeal are 
the Indi.an, African, and Teutonic peoples. In 
Africa the poison method predominates, in India 
and Europe tlie water, iron, and similar varieties ; 
the freemen of early Europe preferred the battle 
ordeal. 

It does not seem possible to detect any sequence 
of development in the different modes of ordeal 
either generally or in particular countries. Special 
conditions often dictate the mode adopted, as iiill 
appear below. 

I. The poison ordeal.® — (a) This mode, predomi- 

I C. P. Ilbert, art. • Eridence,’ in SBrtl x. ll'>. 

"SBBii 11S97] 125, 170. 

* J. Grimm, Teutonic 31 plbology, tr. J. S. StaUybra?5, London, 
18S2-SS, iii. 1108. 

•J u. u. Kingsley, Travels in IT, Africa, London, 1897, pp. 
461, 490 : Wilson, pp. 227, 398. 

* i&chylus, frag. 2S4 ; Soph. Anf. 291 ff. 

« See Lea, p. 827 ff. 
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nant in W. Africa, is closely connected with the 
prevalent phase of superstition, viz. the belief in 
witchcraft, according to which every death, other 
than violent, and every sickness is the result of 
evil magic. ‘ If you -ttill read witchcraft as poison,’ 
this state of affairs is better understood ; and it is 
suggestive that the best remedy for witching is a 
‘brisk purgative and emetic,’^ while the stock 
ordeal- water has similar properties. 

Of the ‘red-water’ ordeal of N. Guinea J. L. Wilson wrote 
an account which deserves to rank as classical for the stud3’ of 
the primitive ordeal. 

From the results of this ordeal ‘ there is and can he no appeal. 
Public opinion has long since acknowledged ils perfect infalli- 
bility.' The ‘ red-water ’ is a ‘decoction made from the inner 
bark of a large forest tree of the mimosa famil.v.^ The bark is 
pounded in a wooden mortar and steeped in fresh water. . . . 
It is of a reddish colour, has an astringent taste, and in appear- 
ance is not unlike the water of an ordinary tan-vat. ... It is 
both an astringent and a narcotic, and when taken in large 
quantitj’ is also an emetic.’ 

‘ A good deal of ceremony is used in connexion with the ad- 
ministration of the ordeal. The people . . . form themselves 
into a circle, and the pots containing the liquid are placed in 
the centre. . . . The accused then comes forward, having the 
scantiest apparel, but with a cord of palm-leaves bound round 
his waist, and seats himself in the centre of the circle. After 
his accusation is announced, he makes a formal acknowledg- 
ment of all the evil deeds of his past life, then invokes the name 
of God three times, and imprecates his wrath in case he is 
guilt}’ of the particular crime laid to his charge. He then 
steps forward and drinks freely of the “red-water.” If it 
nause.ates and causes him to vomit freelj’, he suflers no serious 
injury, and is at once pronounced innocent. If, on the other 
hand, it causes vertigo and he loses his self-control, it is re- 
garded as evidence of guilt. . . . A general howl of indignation 
rises from the surroundinf; spectators. Children and others 
are encouraged to hoot at him, pelt him with stones, spit upon 
him, and in many instances he is seized b}’ the heels and 
dragged through the bushes and over rocky places until his 
body is shamefully lacerated and life becomes extinct.’® ‘On 
the other hand, if he escapes without injury, his character is 
thoroughly purified and he stands on a better footing in 
society than he did before he submitted to the ordeal.’ Later 
he arraigns his accusers, and these in their turn must submit to 
the ordeal or pay him a large fine. ‘ There is seldom any fair- 
ness in the administration of the ordeal. No particular 
quantity of the red-water is prescribed, and the amount ad- 
ministered alwaj’S depends upon the state of feeling in the 
community towards the accused. . . . They are not fond of 
examining witnesses or scrutinising the evidences. . . . They 
suppose that the red-water itself possesses intelligence, and is 
capable of the clearest discrimination in all these doubtful 
cases, Thoj’ suppose that when taken into the stomach, it 
laj'S hold of the element of witchcraft and at once destroys the 
life of the man.’'* 

In S. Guinea a decoction of the root of the shrub nkazya is 
used. ‘ If it acts freel}’ as a diuretic it is a mark of innocence ; 
but if ns a narcotic and produces dizziness or vertigo, it is a 
sure sign of guilt. Small sticks are laid down at the distance 
of eighteen inches or two feet apart, and the suspected person, 
after he has swallowed the draught, is required to walk over 
them. If he has no vertigo, he steps over them e.asilj' and 
naturally ; but, on the other hand, if his brain is affected, he 
imagines they rise up before him like great logs, and in his 
awkward effort to step over them, is verj- apt to reel and fail 
to the ground.’ t 

Among the Yoruha peoples the accused ‘drinks orisha,’ if 
there is not enough evidence. The orisha is a decoction of 
odum bark, and the priest is able to make it harmless or not. 
This powerful poison, if not at once rejected bj’ the stomach, 
causes death, thus proving guilt. Its emetic effect often renders 
it harmless.® By boiling the infusion, b}’ regulating the amount, 
or by allowing the poison to settle before administration, the 
uitch-doctor is able to control to a considerable extent the 
action of this and other poisons.^ In Calabar the famous 
‘Calabar be.an’is used for the orde.a!-water, or e.aten without 
infusion.® As usual, if the recipient a’omits, he is accounted 
innocent. A form of wager of law is reported, each litigant 
eating half a bean.® The ‘ great Ju-Ju ' ordeal of Calabar, how- 
ever, is mbiam. The accused recites a long imprecation, on 
these lines : ‘ If I have been guilt.v of this crime, then. .Mbiam I 
thou deal with me,' The drink is compounded of blood and 
filth. In its action auto-suggestion seems to have an influence, 
ns in other drinking and eating ordeals. The mbiam and other 


I Kingsley, p. 4C2. 

SFopularly sn.M-trood (S'is.s=‘bad’). It is known to all the 
Bantu tribes (Kingslcj-, p. 4C-I). For its analysis see Lea, p. 223. 
s Wilson, p. 225 f. ■* Ib. p. 227 f. 5 lb. p. SOS. 

6 A. B. Ellis, The Yoruba-sptaking Peoples, Ixjndon, l£0t, 
p. 100 f. 

7 Lea, p. 222 ; Kingsley, p, -SCt. 

8 Physostioma rerienosvm (native e-ser-ej contains the Im- 
portant alkaloids, esserine (or phvsostigmine) and calabarine. 

® Art. ‘ Calabar Bean,’ in iv. 002®, 


tests are also applied in the swearing of witnesscs.i The Mala- 
gasy for their ordeal used the very poisonous tanohin nul 
(see Ordeal [Malagasy]). Poison ordeals were used by the 
ancient Indians, arsenic or aconite being the medium, and 
absence of injurious effect proving innocence.® 

{b) Pseudo-poisonous doses are frequently used ; 
in some cases these are emetic, in others tliey act 
by superstitious auto-suggestion. 

In ancient Greek folklore bull’s blood was regarded ns n 
poison. Before prophesj’ing the priestess at vEgira drank a 
dose of this. Pausanias regarded it as an ‘ ordeal ’ or test of 
her chastity, Piiny ns a means of inspiration.® As a method of 
legal ordeal the Masai drink a mixture of blood and milk. 
Possibly their custom of avoiding the combination of milk and 
flesh has something to do with the choice. The accused swears : 
‘ O God, I drink this blood ; if I have stolen the cattle tliis 
blood will kill me.’ If he lives for a fortnight, ho is regarded 
as innocent.'* The Tenimberese drink their own blood after 
a sword has been dipped in it. In Aru (also of the Dutch 
E. Indies) a mixture of arrack, blood, and sea-water is em- 
ployed.® 

The following cases show the active principle of 
superstitious fear. 

The Brahman was exempt from the ordeal of the ‘ sacred 
libation ’ ; so, too, were atheists (the condition is significant).® 
In this ordeal the accused drank water in which the images of 
‘terrible deities ’had been bathed. While and after drinking, 
he faced the images, and said : ‘ I have not done this.’ A 
fortnight was allowed for calamity to overtake him or not, ns 
the case might be.7 In an Ashanti ordeal ‘ an aggry bead is 
placed in a small vessel with some water ; the person holding It 
puts his right foot against the right foot of the accused, who 
invokes the power of the bead to kill him if he is guilty, and 
then takes it into his mouth with a little of the water.’® The 
Melanesian magicians do a regular trade in legal ordeals. ()no 
method is for the accused to swallow a magic stone, supplied 
and heated by the magician. If no harm follows, innocence is 
proved.® In a Khond ordeal each of two litigants claiming 
a piece of land swallows a bit of earth therefrom ; it is supposed 
to slaj’ the false clainiant.1® According to certain Rabbis, the 
drinking by the Israelites of the dust of the golden calf was an 
ordeal ; the guilty men were exposed by their beards turning 
red.H It is possible that the term ‘ bitter,’ used of ‘ the water 
of jealousj’,’*® may implj’ a decoction similar to those of 
W. Africa, but there is no hint of such a drug in the accounts. 
When a woman was accused of adulter}’ (for which alone the 
ordeal was employed), she was required to drink water in 
which dust from the Temple floor and a curse on parchment 
had been steeped and which had stood in the sacred laver. It 
innocent, she remained uninjured; if guilty, injury to thigh 
and belly (the instruments of the sin) was the result.'® 

Ancient and modern India and mediaiyal Europe 
employed a test M’hich depends on the influencing 
of the masticatory processes. 

In the rice ordeal the Hindu took into his mouth some grains 
of rice and ejected them on a pipnl-leaf. If the grains were 
dry, his guilt was established. If they were moistened wiUi 
saliva, he was innocent. Previously the rice was conperatra 
or charmed.** The same ordeal is emploj’Cd in Indonesia.*® In 
the Anglo-Saxon corsned or nedbread ordeal the accused ate 
morsels of bread and cheese consecrated and administered from 
the altar. If these were swallowed, innocence was proved. In 
the case of guilt ‘God sent the angel Gabriel’ to stop the 
victim’s throat ; and he would ‘fail, drj’-mouthcd and choking 
through terror, to get it doivn.’*® The medimval ordeal of the 


* Kingslej’, p. 465. On the poison ordeals of Africa see A. H. 
Post, AfrikaniscTie Jurispruaenz, Oldenburg, 1837, li. 110-120. 

2 E. Balfour, Cyclopaedia of India\ London, 1885, s.e. 
■Ordeal ’ ; SBE xxxiii. [1889] 114, vii. [1900] 63, CO (berries Of 
thesnnjra-trc • l-dian ordeal procedure 

arc given in .' . " ada’s Laws’) 100-117, 

and of the Ire ' ' passim. 

sSeeJ. G. :. . 1803, Iv. Ii6. 

*M.Mcrker ' ’ . ’ -fill- , „ 

B J. O. F. ]. ■ ' ■ ' ■ rassen tvstcnen 

Selebesen Papua, Hague, 1880, pp. 284, 254. 

® SBB vii. 54 f, 

7 /6. vii. 60, xxxiii. 117; sec Lea, p. sot. , . , . 

8 T. E. Bowdich, Mission from Cape Coast Castle toAshaniee, 
London, 1819, p. 267. . „ . , ' „,o 

8 R. 11. Codrington, Tbe Slelanesians, Oxford, 1891, p. -1- 
*8 Lea, p. 225. . . « , i » , 

** G. W. Gilmore, in Schaff-Herzog, viiL 251®, s.v. Ordeal , 
Ex S’lWir-. 

*7 Nu 5*1-3*. . . ,. 

1® A. Macalister suggests ‘ w.asting of 



u Balfour, loc. cit, ; SUE xxxiii. 118, 318 (opittin? 
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lOTylor, in EBr** xx. 174 ; this judicium offae sire earn, eam 
to have been imed at Alexandria atjout the 2nd cent., i* P** 
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Eucharist was similar. The accused received the host, saying 
previously the ‘intention* of the ordeal — ‘Si aliter est quam 
dixi et juravi, tunc hoc Domini nostri Jesu Christi corpus non 
pertranseat guttur meum, sed haereat in faucibus meis, strangu- 
let me suffocet me ac interliciat me statim in momento.' i 


2. Water ordeals." — The plunging of a litigant 
or accused person in a river or lake is one of the 
most ancient tests among the Indo-European 
peoples, and, by a curious revival, also the latest 
to survive in Europe itself. It is mentioned in the 
Code of Hammurabi. The accused was required 
to plunge into a flowing stream ; he was adjudged 
guilty if the water bore him away.® The usual 
proof of innocence is that the person immersed 
should sink ; if he floats very soon after the 
plunge, he is guilty, ‘rejected by the water.’ ^ 

This view is as earli’ ns the ancient Hindu ordeal ; Mann 
says : ' He whom the water does not cost up is to be taken as 
truthful in his oath.'O Similarly, the Iranians held that Lake 
iSratdan ‘receives what a righteous man throws in, hut rejects 
the gift of the unrighteous.' 6 In modern times the Hindu has 
been called upon to repeat his oath while standing in a sacred 
tank — e.g., that of the Laohman Kund in Ayodhya.7 The 
ordeal of immersion among the early Qermanio peoples saw the 
prinoye of rejection of the guilty by the waterwell developed : 
‘ si aqua ilium velut innoxium reoeperit — innoxii submerguntur 
aqua, culpabiles supernatant.’ As was also the case tn the 
boiling-water ordeal, the conditions of immersion were regu- 
lated by law. Even in the 9th cent. Hincmar recommended 
that ‘he who is let down into the water for trial is to be 
fastened by a rope that he may not be in danger if the water 
received him as innocent.' A knot was tied on the rope to 
mark the depth of immersion proper to the case. The person 
was let down gently (siiainfer) so ns not to disturb the w'ftter.S 
Previously the water was blessed and a special mass was said. 
The accused was bound, perhaps to allow the w-ater and his 
person to interact naturally. Possibly, in view of the preference 
of this ordeal in the trial of witches, which was the case even in 
the Middle Ages, the idea of the ' natural action ’ of an element 
was connected with the belief in the unnatural character of the 
witch — a principle which seems to have much to do with the 
modes of ordeal in general. The water ordeal was regarded in 
meditevalism ns plebeian ; the hot iron and the duel were 
patrioinn.9 The epidemic superstitious fear of witchcraft, 
which is so curious a feature of the lOth and 17th centuries of 
European history jil reveals a mentality little superior to that of 
W. Africa, where tlie witch-doctor goes his rounds after every 
death. King James i. of England wrote in his Daemonologg : 
' It appearcs that God Iiath appointed for a supernatural sigiie 
of the monstrous impietio of witches, that the water shall 
refuse to receive them in her bosom that have shaken off them 
the sacred water of baptism.' M The practice of ‘ ducking,’ 
‘swlroming,’ or ‘fleeting '12 witches became almost a popular 
sport. The witch was ‘stripped naked and crosshound, the 
right thumb to the left toe, and the left thumb to the right toe 
Ilargej.'l® 

Both in India and in the E. Indian islands the 
test has been employed of keeping the head under 
water longer than the adversary. This is a 
naively harmless ordeal. 

In Oeramlaut the litigants hold on to stakes flxed in the 
water ; after taking their oaths they duck their licads below 
the surface, and the man first to emerge is adjudged the 
culprit. In Am each litigant holds smA in ins hand, and the 
river of immersion is ‘ holy.’ 14 The Dayaks have a similar test.15 
In the Hindu ordeal the parties entered the water ; then a man 
shot an arrow, upon which they ducked under the \ratcr ; to 
secure a favourable verdict it was necessary to remain under 
water until n man brought the arrow hack. A sacred tank was 
a favourite scene for this ordeal.i® 

3. Boiling-liquid ordeals. — As is also the case 
with certain hot-iron or metal tests, the natural 
action of the heated element is set against the 
ch.nnce, inlinitesimal hut re.al, of escaping injury, 
hy the reaction, hitherto not satisfactorily studied, 
of the skin ; fire-walking ‘miracles’ and the harm- 
less immersion of the hand in molten metal of a 
certain temperature are cases in point. But, as 


1 F. Hahn, SaxisUine, Berlin, 1879, ii. 10 ; see MI ii. 090. 

2 See Lea, pp. 279-289; du Cange, s.v. ‘Aquae frigidae 
judicium.’ 

a H. Winckler, Die GescUte HoinmuruMs, Lelpag, 1901, p.lO. 
* Lea, p. 280. a SCB xrrv. [ISSOl 274. 

6 Of. SEE v. [ISSO] SO. 7 Balfour, foe. cil. 

8 Du Cange, s.r. ‘ Aquae frigidae judicium.' 

0 Lea. p. 2S3 ; du C-angc, s.r. ‘ Aquae frigidae judicium.’ 

10 Lea! p. 287 ft. nCf.HCJi.Hlf. 

12 ‘ Fleet’ is dialectic for ‘float’ (causative). 

18 J. Brand, Popular AnliqxiUiti, London, 1849, iii. 21. 

H Riedel, pp. 167, 254. 10 Balfour, loo. eit. 

38 SSE vil. 69, xxxiii. Ill f. 


a rule, guilt or innocence is shown by greater or 
less proportion of injury done. 

Hot water or oil is the mode most frequent in 
primitive ordeals. 

In the Dutch E. Indies the test was to take an egg out of a 
vessel of boiling water or to touch molten Ie.ad.i The Dayaks 
employed boiling water.s the Malays boiling oil or molten tin.3 
In IV. Africa the ordeal of boiling oil is usual for theft and 
adultery. The accused plunges an arm first in cold water and 
then in the hot oil ; scalding is a proof of guilt. Wilson found 
that in some cases no scalding resulted, and thought lliat some 
special application was used. African chiefs periodically tested 
the virtue of their wives by this ordeal.4 rae Japanese and 
Ainus used the test of boiling water.® Dapper gives a vague 
account of a Sierra Leone ordeal, ’ the water of cursing.’ The 
water was a decoction of bark and herbs. Tlie witch.dootor 
dipped his staff in this and dropped a little of the water on the 
accused saying, ‘ Is he guilty of this ? If yea, then let it scald 
or burn him till the verj- skin come off.’® A Hindu method 
was to take a masha weight of gold out of boiling oil.7 The 
Zend-Avesta speaks of the ordeal by boiling water, ‘the truth- 
knowing water.’ In it were placed incense, brimstone, and 
molten gold.8 One of the most remarkable ordeals recorded is 
the Iranian ordeal of molten brass, in which a stream of molten 
metal was poured over the chest. Aturpaf son of Mahraspand 
’ appealed to God's ordeal,’ and had molten brass poured on his 
breast ; he was unscathed. The words recited were, ’ 0 Good 
Spirit, Ahura Mazda, by thy fire thou decidest between the 
opponents, according to the CTeater degree of piety and 
sanctity.’ 9 It was also employed as an individual test of piety. 
Thus, Zoroaster underwent a series of ordeals administered by 
angels, and among them was this ordeal of molten hrass.lO 
Zoroaster, by the way, was said to have authorized S3 methods 
ofordeal.il The Germanic peoplescontinueda primitive method 
in the ’ ordeal of the caldron.’ This was to take a stone out of 
n vessel full of boiling water. As is frequently the case, the 
element was invoked to declare the truth — ‘0 creature of 
water.’ Two refinements appeared at an early date : the depth 
of immersion varied according to the enomnty of the offence, 
and the measurement was made by tying a piece of string round 
the arm ; or the stone was hung on a cord of a certain length. 
Another method was to use a weight (cacahus) instead of a 
stone. This varied in weight and required more or less time to 
extract. After immersion the scalded member was bandaged. 
The bandages were removed alter three days, and the verdict 
was given according to the nature ol the wounds .12 

4. Hot-iron ordeals.i®— The continued prevalence 
of this niethod, in various forms, is a remarkable 
feature of tlie history of ordeals. 

Burckhardt has a suggestive observation in tliis connexion. 
The Bedawin ns an ordeal make disputants lick a hot iron 
spoon ; tlie one whose tongue is uninjured wins liis case. If 
tlie iron is clean, and thoroughly white-hot, no Injury need ho 
received ; if it is only red-hot, it would touch and burn the 
tongue (we italicize a significant word). Probably, he adds, 
administrators are aware of this difference and may know also 
of the possibility of dipping the hand with Immunity in molten 
metal of a certain temperature.!* Albertus JIagnus, in his efe 
Mirabilibus, wrote a receipt for protecting the skin. Central 
Africa is familiar with ’ the ordeal of the hatchet.’ The accused 
person repeats the words, ’ If I have stolen the property of so 
and BO, or committed this crime, let lluUingu (the deitj’) 
respond for me ; but if I have not stolen, nor done this wicked- 
ness, may he save me.’ The superintending witch-doctor 
passes the red-hot iron ’ four times over the fiat hand of the 
accused ; and the people believe tliat if he is guilty his hand 
will be burned, but that, II innocent, he nill sufler no injury.' 1 ® 
In ancient India also a red-hot hatchet was used. According 
to the Upani^ads, the man knowing himself to he guilty is 
really burned when he grasps the lieatcd axe, while the man 
who knows liimselt to be Innocent is unharmed-l® A plough- 
share was also used ; 17 this the accused licked with Ids tonguc.18 
In the E. Indian Islands the headman places a piece of hot iron 
on the hands of the accused ; while it is being heated, prayer Is 
made to the coals.l® Another method is for the accused to 
carry a ball or mass of hot Iron a certain distance. The 
Greeks were familiar with this. In ancient India the accused 
walked, carrying the iron, through seven concentric circles, m 
distant apart so far that each was reached with a step. Some 


I Ricdei, pp. 441, 254. ~ F. Patetta, Le Ordalic, p. 41. 

s Crawlurd, iii. 92. 4 Wilson, p. 228 ; Kingsley, p. 407 

® Lea, p. 221. 

® O. Dapper, Africa, Eng. tr., London, 1670, p. 405. 

7 Balfour, foe. eit. t SPEW. [1895] 40, 49. 

9 /6. p. xlvil. 1® SEE xivil. a897J 159. 

II lb. p. 74. 

12 Lea, pp. 244-252 ; du Cange, e.w. ’ Aquae Ier\’cntta judi- 
cium,' ■ CaJdaria.' 

l® Sec I/ia, pp. 252-260 ; du Cange, s.r. ' Ferrum candens.’ 

14 J. L. Burckhardt, Bedouint and P'ahaii'f, London, 1631, 
p. C9; and Tvlor, in EBrti xx. 174®. 

15 J. L. Krapf, Trarclt, etc., during Betidence In E. Africa, 
London, 1800, p. 173. 

l® SBE i. ( 1900 ) 103 f. 17 Balfour, loc. eit. 

18 SBE xxxiii. 319. 19 Riedel, pp. 379, 403, 441. 
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accounts suggest that the distance between each two circles 
was a toot. He was allowed to have leaves on his hands.i 
This ordeal was much in favour among the early Teutonic and 
Scandinavian peoples.® It is noteworthy that the principle of 
taking so many steps is found here as well as in India. The 
mass or bar of red-hot iron was carried a distance of nine feet 
or nine steps. Next to the wager of battle this ordeal had the 
most elaborate regulations.® It was allowed only to freemen, 
and only to such as were unable through sickness or such 
incapacitation as the loss of a limb ■* to take the wager of battle ; 
it was also allowed to the clergy. The Laws of Athelstan give 
very full details. The person fasted before the test, bathed, 
made confession, and received absolution. His hand was 
‘sealed’® for some days previously, to prevent the use of 
methods to render the skin proof. These methods xvere dis- 
cussed and believed in. As with other ordeals, the priests 
superintended and managed the test, and a special mass with 
special benediction of the iron was said. The hand, just before 
the test, was sprinkled with holy water, after the seal had been 
removed. According to the theory of lada or purgatio, used 
in all ordeals, the test was simplex tor lesser charges and 
triplex for greater. Here the difference was in the weight of 
the iron, one or three pounds. The person carried the iron the 
proper distance and deposited it. His hand was bound up and 
sealed, and examined on the third day for verdict. The Danes 
seem to have used an iron glove, heated. The Teutons also 
used nine red-hot ploughshares ; one step was taken on each, 
and the whole sole was to be pressed on it.6 Melanesians have 
a curious ordeal in which the two litigants throw catches to 
one another with a red-hot stone, supplied by the shaman. 
The worse injured loses.® 

5. Fire ordeals, — Walking® through a mass of 
burning fuel is a not infrequent orde^. 

It has always been known in India, a heap of burning ptpttl- 
leaves being used.8 The virtuous Sica proved her innocence to 
her husband Bama by passing through the fire.'® The Iranians 
seem to have used nob only the ordeal in which molten metal 
was poured on the chest, but also walking on fire.® ■ The Siamese 
walk over a pit of burning charcoal.l® The Hindu theory 
personalized the fire, as it did the water ; the Are, rather than 
harm the innocent, restrained its natural action ; he whom the 
blazing fire burns not, whom the water forces not to come up, 
must be held innooent.l® In early Europe the hand was held in 
a fire, or the person walked between two masses of burning 
logs.l'* It is possible, as has been suggested, that the folk- 
custom of leaping over bonfires is a survival or playful adapta- 
tion of these ordeals.i® 

6. Ordeal by combat.'® — This is the most famous 
of legal wagers, and is a natural development from 
the most elemental method of settling a quarrel. 
As an ordeal, in which victo^ proves the justice 
of a cause, it embodies the principle that might is 
right; but, in order to be specifically an ordeal, 
combat must involve the element of supernatural 
interference. The victor wins, not by his own 
strength, but by the Iielp of the god of justice. In 
mediteval theory chance was eliminated, though, 
curiously enough, it is probably the idea of chance, 
of risking a fau, that lies at the root of the ordeal- 
method generally. The result of the wager of 
battle, in medimval theory, was an immediate 
judgment of God ; the savage might ascribe it to 
the action of superior mana, magic, or spirits. 
We frequently, however, find restrictions imposed 
with the object of handicapping force by luck. 

According to the hagalangang custom of some natives of 
Borneo, ‘both parties are placed in bo.xes at a distance of seven 
fathoms opposite one another, the boxes being made of nlbong 
laths and so high ns to reach a mati’s breast. Then both receive 
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a sharjiened bamboo of a lance’s length to throw at each other 
at a given signal. The wounded person is supjiosed to be 
guilty.’! 

The connexion between the ideas of pure clianco 
and absolute fairness is well illustrated by such 
cases. 


The Homeric Greeks practised what resembled the wager of 
battle, and it was known to the Japanese.® It does not seem to 
have been developed by the Indians. The Scandinavian and 
Teutonic peoples have chiefly exploited it. A curious exception 
is the Anglo-Saxons, and the wager of battle was unknown in 
England until introduced by William the Conqueror.® Ihe dud 
was an ordeal among the Teutons in pagan times when there 
was any doubt as to the guilt of the accused person. It was one 
application of the Scandinavian hdlmgang. As the Christianized 
peoples of N. Europe developed their civilization, this institution 
became more popular and was the judicium Dei par excellence. 
The Church connived at it, though in theory denouncing lt.4 
Confined to freemen, it was assisted towards its popularity by 
the general character of chival^' and especially by the tournej^ 
which lent it all the pomp and circumstance of knightly contests. 
In its turn the judicial duel supplied forms for the joust and 
the tourney. The gaige de bataitle was flung down, and the 
words 'Laissez aller’ svere the signal tor commencing. The 
fight was d outrance ; the body of the vanquished was hung 
in chains or mutilated,® The arms of the combatants were 
previous!}’ blessed. The intention was to saturate them with 
sanctity or to increase their natural sanctity. 8 

Each person confirmed the assertion of the justice of his cause 
‘by a solemn oath on the Gospels or on a relic of approved 
sanctity, and called upon God to grant victory to the right. . . . 
Defeat was thus not merely the loss of the suit, but also a con- 
viction of perjury, to be punished ns such.’® 

One merit of combat was that of correcting ‘ tlie 
abuses of compurgation by oath.’ A Burgundian 
king gave as a reason for authorizing the wager of 
battle that men might ‘ no longer take oaths upon 
uncertain matters, or forswear themselves^ upon 
certain.’ Charlemagne and Otto II. delivered 
similar pronouncements.® It was thus an attempt 
to obviate the inherent defects of Teutonic law, 
and was a considerable obstacle accordingly to the 
development of Eoman judicial principles. After 
the abolition of other legal ordeals in England in 
the 13th cent., the wager of battle survived un- 
impaired.® The right to demand this ordeal was 
actually claimed in England in 1818 by a inan ac- 
cused of murder. It was then formally abolished. 

Single combats between champions of armies 
have some similarity to the wager of battle. That 
between David and Goliath involved supernatural 
interference. It was a Frankish custom for the 
respective princes to fight one another if their 
armies could not decide the battle." 


‘In most European countries,’ Westcrmarck sums up, the 
iudicial duel survived the close of the Middle Ages, but dis- 
ippeared shortly of terwards. . . . From an early period Councils 
ind popes hod declared against it, but with little success ; many 
icclcsiastics, indeed, not only connived at the practice, ouc 
luthorised it, and questions concerning the property of churtocs 
ind monasteries were decided by combat There were other 
nore powerful causes at work— the growth of communes, 
levoted to the arts of peace, seeking their interest In the pur- 
mits of industry and commerce, and enjoying the advantage or 
lettled and permanent tribunals ; the revival of Koman low, 
kvhich began to undermine all the institutions of feudalism, 
;bc ascendanev of the royal power in iU sliyggle against the 
lobles; the increase of enlightenment, the decrease of super- 
Itition. But though finally banished from the courts of justice, 
Ihe duel did not die. In the sixteenth century, when the 
[udicial combat faded away, the duel of honour began to 
lourisb.’l® 

Thus there was a return to the conditions from 
which the wager of battle arose. See, further, 
irt. Duelling. _ , . 

7, Miscellaneous ordeals. — From a large as-ort- 
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ment of ingenious tests a few of the more con- 
spicuous may be mentioned, as bearing upon the 
principles and origin of the ordeal. 

There is a Melanesian ordeal in which the 
accused person is shot at with arrows riom a 
certain distance. A hit means guilt.^ At the 
other extreme is the Indo-Iranian ordeal of holding 
and swearing by a twig of a sacred tree. Here 
superstitious fear and a guilty conscience are in 
view. Leaves of basil, sacred to Visnu, were used 
by the Hindus.® A very practical ordeal was in- 
vented by some Melanesian medicine-men ; the 
accused person had to swim across a river infested 
with alligators, after these had been specially 
summoned by the medicine-man.® The same people 
worked also on tlie guilty conscience ; and, since 
fear of tabu is known to cause sickness and death, 
it may be concluded that similar success attended 
the practice of the ordeal. The accused touched 
a spear and swore, ‘If I did the thing, may I die 
with this spear.’ Or the medicine-man sang a saka 
song, and the accused said, ‘Well, that song is for 
me ; if 1 did that, let me and my children suffer.’ 
Other tests of endurance besides that of holding 
the head under water are found. In early Europe 
there was the ordeal of the cross. The two litigants 
stood before a cross, with arms out-stretched (like 
the cross which they faced), and the first to let his 
arms drop was the vanquished.® In a Hindu ordeal 
the two persons stood on one leg, which was fixed 
in the ground, till one or other gave in.® A curious 
ordeal, which can hardly be credited with any 
success due to influence upon the nervous system, 
is that of the balance. In this Hindu ordeal tlie 
accused was weighed in a large pair of scales. His 
weight was taken by a basket of stones or other 
equivalent, and he then re-entered the scale. If 
he was lighter than before, he was innocent j if 
heavier, guilty.’ The ordeal of examen inmenmris 
is mentioned in early Eurcmean bencdiciiones, but 
its meaning is doubtful. Possibly it rvas a com- 
parison of measurements of the accused^ taken at 
intervals.® The Hawaiian ordeal of ivai haalulu 
involved a nervous reaction ; the accused had to 
hold his hands over a bowl of water ; if the water 
shook, he was adjudged guilty.* In the ordeal, or 
rather confrontation, known to the early English 
as bier-right the accused had to approach or touch 
the corpse of the murdered man. If lie was guilty, 
the wounds bled afresh. In the Nibelwigcnlied 
the wounds of the dead Siegfried break open when 
Hagen approaches. Shakespeare uses the same 
motive. The phenomenon of blood liquefaction 
has been suggested ns the principle of this ordeal. 
Or there may have been a belief that the soul 
remains near the body till vengeance is taken ; hy 
the murderer’s touch it was roused to indignation 
and appeared in the form of blood.'* 

8 . Ordeal by lot." — The principle of chance 
enters into many ordeals ; in some it seems to be 
the main element. 

In n Hindu ordeal a rinp and a live cobra were ploced in a pot 
tuli of earth ; the accused had to Ilnd and take out the rinc 
with his hand. In another he had to draw one of two small 
images from a vessel, the image of justice or that of injustice, 
dherem or adherem.^- In the iiorni ordeal of the Niatn-niam 
the witch-doctor moistens two pieces of polished wood and 
slides one upon the other. If it glides smoothly, the man Is 
innocent.'® The W. African witch-doctor uses a pot and its lid. 
Tlepcating the names of suspected persons lie takes oft the lid 

1 Codrington, p. 213. 

2 SDE xxxvii. [1S92] 65 ; Balfour, loc. cif. 

3 Codrington, p. 213. lb. 
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at each name and looks in the pot. When the lid sticks, the 
name then uttered is that of the guilty person. This kind of 
symbolic work shows that the witch-doctor is absolute master 
of the law. The crudest case perhaps is his going round the 
village ringing his bell, which stops at the hut of the guilty 
person. The natives' only method of obtaining Justice, ns also 
of avoiding punishment when guilty, is to bribe the doctor.' 
Indians of the N.W. Provinces balance two arrows; one of 
these moves in the direction of the hand of the accused.® 
Mediasvnl Europe had n test in which a loaf of consecrated 
bread was hunp between two witnesses by means of a stick 
passed through it. If it turned round, the accused was guilty. 
A similar method was that of the sieve, though used only un- 
ofilcinlly, both by the ancient Greeks and by Europeans of the 
Middle Ages.® Held by the two middle Angers, the sieve turned 
over when the name of the culprit was mentioned.^ Similarly 
a Psalter or Bible was hung by a key tied in it at Ps 60'® — 
‘ When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him.' 
The ring of the key was balanced on the Angers, and the book 
turned or fell at the mention of the guilty person's name. 
Sometimes the ruling was that, it it turned from west to east, 
ppillt was established ; if from cast to west, innocence.® In the 
above cases there may have been at work the same phenomena 
of muscular suggestion ns in table-turning. In a Burmese 
ordeal plaintiff and defendant took candles of equal length, and 
lighted them simultaneously ; judgment was for him whose 
candle lasted the other out.® Possibly some kind of lot ordeal 
Is involved in the narrative of Jos T'Sff- ; I S M'" proves the 
existence of such a test. A Das'nk ordeal between litigants 
reduces the method to an almost frivolous plane. Each man is 
represented by a shell-Ash on a plate ; these are irritated by a 
sprinkling of lime juice, and the Arst to wriggle settles the 
Innocence or guilt according to prearrangement.® 

9. Origin of the ordeal. — Apart from the abuses 
which discredited the ordeal, tlie method possesses 
a real psychological merit. It challenges the 
accused person who protests his innocence to put 
that innocence to a dangerous physical test. The 
man conscious of guilt must be very strong-minded, 
in a superstitious, or any, age, to run the risk. IS, 
as often happened, he refused to do so, the law 
punished him with torture or retribution appropri- 
ate to his crime. The demerit of the method is in 
its treatment of the innocent. He is bound by 
mere considerations of self-preservation to embrace 
the ordeal. In a superstitious age he has full 
confidence in its fairness, i.e. in its upholding of 
the right. Apart from superstition, he is in the 
position of a gambler who has a ‘ certainty,’ and 
cannot refuse to put it to the touch. And the 
records again and again hint that self-confidence 
or consciousness of innocence has, at least occasion- 
ally, served as a mysterious factor of immunity. 

In social psychology the ordeal has connexions 
with torture, divination, oath, and wager. 
Metaphor consistently repeats the idea of torture, 
not only risked, but, ns a rule, undergone. This 
is a popular recognition of the great odds against 
immunity. The guilty person who submits to the 
ordeal and is injured is ipso facto in receipt of a 
punishment. But the idea of punishment does 
not appear to have connected itself with the 
ordeal, except in some European refinements, 
where a litigant outsworn was bound to submit to 
an ordeal, the result of which had no bearing on 
his case.® Witli regard to torture. Lea remarks 
that ordeal and torture are ‘ virtually substitutes 
for each other ’ ; tiiey have rarely co-existed.® 
In W. Africa, when an accused person denies his 
guilt, but refuses to submit to the ordeal, he is 
tortured. This is quite a logical conclusion from 
the principle of the ordeal.'® It amounts to a com- 
pulsory submission to the ordeal. Psychologically, 
the successful endurance of torture applied, c.g., 
for the o.\’trnction of evidence, is equivalent to the 
passing of an ordeal by an innocent man, and 
popular language describes both in similar terms. 
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Most observers have noted the similarity between 
the ordeal and the primitive oath. The Nahuas, 
who practised no ordeals, made witnesses swear an 
oath, putting the forefinger to the earth and then 
to the tongue.^ An oath has been regarded as an 
ordeal.® Tylor acutely observed that an oath, 
of the primitive concrete variety, becomes an 
ordeal when the curse takes effect at once.® Con- 
versely, many ordeals involve rvaiting days, weeks, 
or months, before their issue is revealed. Wester- 
marck has developed the connexion of the ordeal 
with the oath. 

‘The ordeal is essentially a magical ceremony. In many 
cases at least, it contains a corse or an oath which has reference 
to the guilt or innocence of a suspected person, and the proper 
object of the ordeai is then to give reality to the imprecation 
for the purpose of establishing the validity or invalidity of the 
suspicion.'^ 

An oath was ‘an indispensable preliminary’ to 
every wager of battle, and failure was perjury, to 
be punished as such. It is curious that one object 
of the judicial duel was ‘ to correct the abuses of 
compurgation by oath.’® 

In W. African ordeals great importance is at- 
tached to the reciting of the oath.® The point of 
these oaths is the imprecation of the special result 
of the ordeal ; but, when this result is practically 
certain, the oath is rarely used. In India one 
word, sapatha, denoted both ‘ oath ’ and ‘ ordeal,’ ® 
but the fact proves nothing but similarity. The 
oath, with its conditional curse (see art. CUKSING 
AND Blessing), is certainly a varjety of the same 
species as the ordeal, but neither need be derived 
from the other. They proceeded on separate lines, 
the one on verbal, the other on physical. Both, in 
all probability, are derived from the elemental 
factor of a belief in luck or chance. 

A distinction may be noted between the primitive 
and the barbarous conceptions of the ordeal. In 
mediteval Europe there was an appeal to the 
immediate judgment of God. Later, both oath 
and ordeal were ‘ appeals to the moral nature of 
the divinity.’ But in savage theology the god, or 
his equivalent, is a mere tool in the hand of the 
person invoking him. Thus Westermarck rightly 
concludes that the idea of ordeal is not ‘ primordi- 
aUy based on the belief in an all-knowing, all- 
powerful, and just god, who protects the innocent 
and punishes the guilty, but that it largely springs 
from the same notion as underlies the belief in the 
efficacy of an oath,’® t.e. the mechanical power of 
cursing.® 

Lea observes that the ordeal in its appeal to the 
supernatural or to chance made a great step towards 

E ractical justice. Tylor emphasizes the relation 
etween the ordeal and the idea of chance ; and 
there is little doubt that the concept of luck, itself 
patently primitive, is the root element in the 
ordeal. Many ordeals shade into divinatory 
processes, and the wager element, the risking of 
odds, is absent from no form of ordeal. The 
mechanism of magic seems to be quite secondary — 
to be, in fact, the mechanism by which luck works 
or may be worked by the operator. And this 
possibility of ‘working the oracle’ is no less 
prominent in primitive than in civilized affairs. 
Wlien the Australian bier-carriers ask the dead 
man who bewitched him, and the bier moves to 
touch the guilty person, or when the W, African 
corpse causes the bearers to dash against the house 
of the murderer,'® there is ‘special knowledge’ 
being applied in what is apparently a ‘ gamble.’ 

1 n. n. B-ancrolt, A'H, San Francisco. 1832-S3, 11. 444. 

2 Lea, p. 323. ® Tylor, NErll, f.p. • OrdcaL’ 

4 .V/ ii. C37 f. : see L 605. ® Ib. i. 605. 

s Kinpalev, p. 4C5. 

7 Jff ii. 'C59, quoting J. Jolly. ZDilG xliv. [XSOO] S46, and 
Patett-a, p. 14. 

8 MI i. 605, ii. CS7. ® Lea, p. P3. 

10 IL J. Eyre, Journal* of Expoditiont of DUcovfry 
Crnlral Australia, London, 1845, il. S44 ; Wilson, p. 231. 


Even Eoman law in classical times approved the 
method of the wager at law. The concept of 
abstract justice and fairness seems to havedeveloped 
from a primary notion of chance. One of its em- 
bodiments is the ordeal ; magic and religion came 
in as reinforcing agents. 

LiTERATtniE. — Federico Patetta, Le Ordalie, Turin, 1890- 
H. C. Lea, Superstition and Forced Philadelphia, 1878; E.’ 
Westermarck, The Oriirin and Development of the Moral Ideas, 
London, 1906 ; E. B. Tylor, art. ‘ Ordeal ’ in FBrn ; C. H 
Funkhanel, Fhilologus, ii. fl847] 385-402 ; A. F. Stcnzler, 
ZDMG ix. [1855] 601-682 ; J. Kohler, Z Vlt 11’ v. [1884 J 308-370 1 
C. de Smedt, Les Origines du duel judiciaire, Paris, 1694, ie 
Dtul judiciaire et Viglise, do. 1895 ; F. Dahn, Studien rur 
Geseh. der germanischen Gottesurtheile-, Berlin, 1880. 

A. E. CEAWLEV. 

ORDEAL (Arabian and Muhammadan). — I. 
Arabia, — The heathen Arabs, like many otlier 
primitive peoples^ had recourse to ordeals when 
the truth could not be detected by other means. 

I. Oaths. — In the first place, the oath, streng- 
thened by imprecations, was generally regarded as 
a sort of ordeal. He who swore invoked by means 
of magical formuhe the wrath of God and all sorts 
of misfortunes, either upon himself if he was lying 
or upon others if they had committed some crime 
against him. Often fifty of his nearest relatives 
had to swear with him in order to strengthen the 
magical efiect of the oath. No one doubted tliat the 
supernatural powers would punish the perjurers. 
The following instance is mentioned by Buklifiri : 

A man of the Hudhail was slain by a Yemenite. The Iliid- 
hailites brought the murderer before 'Umar. The defence was 
thatthe slain, being formerly expelled by the Hudhailites them- 
selves, was an outlaw. Fifty men of the Hudhailitcs swore tliat 
this was a lie, and the murderer was condemned. But divine 
judgment followed soon after ; for, when the party returned, 
the perjurious Hudhailitcs were killed by the falling in of the 
cave in which they had taken shelter from rain (Sahltf, Leyden, 
1008, iv. 828 [di'j/dt 22] ; of. J. Wellhauscn, Resie arabxsehen 
Heidentumsi, Berlin, 1897, p. 188, for another example). 

The judicial oath in early Arabia was taken by 
the plaintiff, or by the defendant, or sometimes by 
both. The old Arabic names of the_ oath, jjamin 
[i.e. the right hand, held forth in magical attitude) 
and cas&mah, show clearly the conne.xion between 
exorcism and oath (see K. Dozy, Supplement aux 
dictionnaires ardbes, Leyden, 1877-81, ii. 345® ; 
and J. Pedersen, HcrHi’d bci den Semiten[Der Islam, 
iii., Supplement], Strassburg, 1914, p. 11 If.). Jlagi- 
cal practices resembling the oath were employed 
also in order to get back stolen property. If a man 
missed something, he proclaimed it in the market 
or some otlier place of assembly, cursing the un- 
known tliief if he should refuse to restore the 
stolen object (Wellhausen, p. 192). Among the 
Bedawin tribes many of the old ceremonies are 
still in use. A person suspected^ of having com- 
mitted a crime is placed in a magical circle draw n 
on the ground and must swear an oath (several 
instances of this custom are given by J. L. Burck- 
liardt, Aotcj on. the Bedouins and iranafrys, London, 
1831, i. 127 ff. ; C. Landherg, ' Notes sur quelques 
serments et pratiques sacramentales chez les 
Bddouins de I’Arabie,’ Arahica, v, [Leyden, 1803] 
121 ff. ; A. Jaussen, Coutumes des Arabes aupays 
de Moab, Paris, 1903, p. 188 ; A. Musil, Arabia 
Petraea, Vienna, 1907-08, iii. 338; Pedersen, 
p. 152). , ,, 

2. Fire ordeal.— The fire ordeal was also well 
known in early Arabia. Every tribe, says A bO 
‘Ubaidah (ap. Jauliarl, gahuh, Cairo, l‘i82, s.v. 
‘Haul’), had a sacred fire with a priest, \vhcn a 
question was to be decided, the two di.spatnrits 
were placed at the fire and swore to their state- 
ments. The one who was in the right had nothing 
to fear; but his adversary was often hurt or oven 
devoured by tlie fire. An in.st.ance of the fire teat 
in Yemen is found in Ibn Hishain (cd. I. V 
feld, Gottingen, 1859, i. 17; see, further, 4\eii- 

I (hishr/ah) hw 
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another form. The litigating parties come before 
the so-called, mubasshi, "who heats a sword, a 
spoon, or some other object, in the fire. Each of 
the disputants must lick the hot iron, and the one 
whose tongue becomes severely hurt loses his case 
{see Barckherdb, i. 121 ; L&ndberg, p. 162 If. ; I. 
Goldziher, ‘ Das Strafrecht im Islam,’ Zumaltesten 
Strafrecht dcr Kulturvollcer ; Beantwortung der 
Fragen zur liechtsvergleicMmg, ed. T. Mommsen, 
Leipzig, 1905, p. 108). 

3 . The 'arraf. — ^Another ordeal was applied by 
the 'arraf, the holy man in early Arabia, who was 
said to be endowed with special talent for detecting 
crimes. He placed the suspected persons in a circle, 
took a jug between his index fingers, uttered 
magic formulae, and went along the row with the 
jug. When he came to the thief, the jug beg.m to 
turn by itself in the 'arraf s hand (see Maidani, 
Arab Proverbs, Cairo, 1310, and many edd., ch. 
xviii. no. 103, eh. xxiv. no. 494 ,* 6 . W^. Freytag, 
Einleitung in das Studium der arab. Sprache, 
Bonn, 1861, p. 169 ; Wellhausen, p. 207 ; other 
methods of detecting witches, murderers, thieves, 
and other sinners by means of ordeals are described 
by H. von Maltzan, Beise nach Siidarabien, Bruns- 
wick, 1873, p. 263 fl'.; Wellhausen, pp. 189, 207; 
and G. M. Doughty, Travels in Arabia Deserta, 
Cambridge, 1888, ii. 188). 

II. Islam. — Islam forbade all sorts of exorcism 
and, properly speaking, the ordeals _ which are 
still in use among the Bedawin tribes are in 
opposition to the prescripts of Islam. The only 
survival of the old ordeals in Muslim legal pro- 
cedure is the judicial oath, either of the defendant 
or of the plaintilf; witnesses, according to Muham- 
madan law, do not swear an oath that they will 
speak the truth (see art. Law [Muhammadan], vol. 
vii. p. 880). 

In two special cases the old form of the heathen 
oath with imprecations is still used in Islam. 
(1) When a husband suspects his ivife of infidelity, 
he may accuse her of adultery and contest the 
legitimacy of her child, invoking God four times as 
a witness that he is spealdng the truth and caUing 
down His curses if he has lied ; then the marriage 
is dissolved, and the wife must be punished for 
adultery, unless she swears four times by Allah 
that her husband has lied, invoking God’s wrath 
upon herself if her husband has spoken the truth 
(see Qur’fin, xxiv. 6-9). This is called lian, 
‘mutual imprecation.’ (2) When a person is killed 
and his next of kin accuses somebody of the 
murder without being able to prove Ids accusation, 
two cases are to be distinguished. When the 
circumstances under which the murder took place 
make it probable that the accuser is right, the 
judge requires him to confirm his accusation fifty 
times by oath [casdmah), and, when the accuser has 
sworn these oaths, the accused person is regarded 
as guilty and must pay the blood-price. But, 
when the charge seems unfounded,_ the accused 
person is liberated if he swears fifty times that the 
accuser is in the wrong. In both cases the fiftyfold 
oath seems to be a Muhammadan form of the old 
heathen casdmah, sworn by fifty men of a tribe. 

The Muslim feeling is that the perjurer will not 
escape the evil consequences of his sin, but the law 
does not prescribe a special pimishnient for him, 
the oath rather being by itself an ordeal. 

liiTinATmiE.— This is sufllciently cited throuchout. 

TH. W. JUYNnOLI.. 

ORDEAL (Babylonian).— Although magieforms 
an extremelv important element in the religion of 
the Sumero-Babylonians, nevertheless their sound 
sense of justice and high development of law pre- 
vented the adoption of the ordeal in judicial pro- 
cedure, except in those cases where the truth coaid 
not be discovered by real evidence. The only 
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survival of this primitive practice which is recog- 
nized in the great Code of [jammurabi, a code 
adopted as the foundation of all Babylonian and 
Assj’rian practice at law, is the test of the Avater 
ordeal for Avitchcraft. The second law of this code 
records the foUawiag ritual : 

‘ If a gentleman has cast the accusation of witchcralt against 
a gentleman and failed to prove it against him, he against 
whom the accusation of witchcraft has been c-ast shall go to the 
river; having plunged into the river, it the river overcome him, 
his accuser l shall seize his house. But if the river declare tliat 
gentleman clean and he he rescued, he that cast the accusation 
of witchcraft against him shall be put to death. He that 
plunged into the river shall seize the house of his accuser.’ 

Although Ave possess many tablets Avhich record 
the settlement of all kinds of laAvsuits, yet none 
has been found to exemplify this law for the 
examination of sorcerers. It is probable that the 
laAv is only an antiquated remnant of an ancient 
ceremony no longer practised. But the Avater 
ordeal probably survived, and Avas apparently 
resorted to in some less dangerous form to settle 
disputes to Avhich the ordinary methods could not 

Xl- in the Cassite period the king Adadshumiddin bestowed 
nn estate of a man who died without heirs upon the deceased’s 
brother. The son of the deceased’s daughter contested against 
his great-uncle, and the king rejected his claim ; the son of 
anotlier sister of the deceased sued fora portion of the estate in 
the reign of _ • ' cided against him. In 

the reign ol ' . .in man (AJiudaru) who 

claimed to i owner, and he accused 

the owner . kings of having been 

no brother . .iwner was now dead, 

his son was in possession, and the reigning king, obviously in 
doubt, not only called in the surviving brothers of the original 
owner, but ordered nn ordeal between the son of the confirmed 
owner and the pseudo-brother of the original owner.f But the 
pseudo-brother did not come to the ordeal, ^ and died the same 
j’ear. Thereupon the king put the son of this pseudo-brother 
to the ordeal with the son of the previously confirmed owner.5 
The ordeal took place in the city Pamkmari, but the ritual is 
not described. The result was that the son of tho owner con- 
firmed by two preceding kings was declared clean.® Obviously 
the ordeal, if it consisted in plunging into tho river, did not 
involve the drowning of the ^ilty man as in the ordeal of tho 
wizard in tho Code. 

We have probably to do here Avith a modified form 
of the Avater ordeal. That it really is a Avater 
ordeal performed on the bank of a river is proved 
by a passage in the Babylonian Job, Avhere the 
triumphant sufferer proclaims his deliverance from 
unjust torture. 

• At the shore of the river where (men) bant the lawsuits of 

mankind. 

My forehead was sheared of the mark of a slave. . . .’8 
The Babylonian scholars Avrote the folloAving 
comment upon this ptissage ; 

•"Shore of the river" means “oracle of God.’” 

Wo have here the same phrase for the ordeal as 
that employed in the Cassite laAVSuit described 
above.” As late os the 7th cent. Ave find a lawsuit 
settled by this Avaterff) ordeal in the reign of 
Shamash-shum-ukin.^'’ 

1 The nominal verb employed here, mu-ub-bi-ir, really means 
‘he who accuses of sorcery.’ Tho verb (taftiJru > cbeni means 
originally ‘ to bind,’ ‘ to surround,’ and is employed in tho pCel 
lor ‘ to bind by a curse,’ ' to ban,' * to accuse ol banning,’ and 
also in the reduced sense of * to accuse ’ simply, and may be 
employed of ordinary accusations. 

* That the passage refers to an ordeaf was recoznlzed first by 
Pciser, OLZ Jiiv. 477. Thephraso is written partly in ideograms 
^AJt Sa DINGIR, and means ‘ oracle of god.’ 

3 Vup-pa nnn Ifrtt Jo iff iffuraJJnntiffiiimn, 'he wrote them 
a tablet (ordering them! to an oracle of god ’ (L. AV. King, 
Bobyfomon Boundarp Strmet and Memoriai-TabUU in the 
British Mnsexan, Loudon, 1912, p, 10, iv. S3). 

4 ilno Urti la Hi la iltik (ib. v. 4). ® Ib. p. 17. 14. 

e Im tirti la Hi ina dli Rarak-mdri Hti Marduk-tndurri- 
«fur Ukamma, ‘by the oracle of god, in the city Parakmkri, 
Mardukkudurri-usur was clean ’ (ib. p. 17. 17 f.). 

7 Jbbirni, lit. ‘ they bind,’ f,c. put a case to a magic test. 

8 Text not wholly certain (V. Rawlinson, 47b, SO). 

9 In the reign of Kabu-mukin-apli ol the yfllth djmasty 
occurred a long and intricate lawsuit in which tho king took 
part. Here again the king orders two litigants in a minor 
alTair to pass tho ordeal (ana Urti Hi ilpxirma, ‘he sent them 
to the oracle of god’) and one of them 'was found clean' 
(izkamma) (King, p. C6. S-5). 

1 ® reiser, Kexlinsehrifttiehe Bibliothet, Iv. (1690) ICS, no. 
II. C-7. 
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More often the ordeal of the oath was employed 
in eases which could not he settled hy direct 
evidence. 

E.g., in the reign ol Sinmuhailij; of the 1st Babylonian 
dynasty the heirs of an estate sued the business partner of their 
father and obtained the value of the father’s business. The case 
was settled in the temple of the sun-god before nine witnesses, 
and the heirs signed an agreement not to complain again. But, 
having suspicion that this business partner was still retaining 
part of the estate, they sued him again before a judge who 
caused him to come to the temple of the sun-god and pass the 
ordeal of the oath. ‘Erib-sin he gave over to the temple of 
Shamash for cleansing. At the great gate he swore “ Whatso- 
ever belonged to Girragamil from straw to gold is not in my 
possession," and so annulled their complaint.' ^ 

The Code of Hammurahi also recognizes the 
ordeal of the oath as a means of self-rectification 
when no evidence can be adduced. 

E.g. §20 provides for the case of a roan who has captured a 
runaway slave and failed to guard him until he could be handed 
over to hie o^vner. The captor was supposed to have exercised 
all possible care to prevent the escape of the slave, and he is 
put to the ordeal of the oath. If he swears in the name of a 
god that such was the case, he clears himself of suspicion. 

The Code provides the same ordeal for an agent 
who, when travelling for a merchant, is robbed of 
his money or goods. In that case, the agent being 
alone, no evidence could be adduced to prove that 
he had been robbed or that he had disposed of the 
goods for his otvn benefit. If he takes an oath in 
the name of a god that he has been robbed, he 
establishes his innocence.^ 

The ordinary legal expression for taking the 
ordeal of the oath is ‘ to make a cleansing® before 
god.’ 

Thus § 266 of the Code provides for a shepherd whose flock 
has been visited by some scourge or preyed upon by a lion. In 
either case he is not responsible to the owner for the loss. 
‘The shepherd before god shall make a cleansing and the owner 
of the sheepfold shall take upon himself the damage to the fold.’ 

In the division of inheritance the eldest brother 
usually acts as executor, and he often submits to 
the ordeal of the oath before the emblem of a god, 
obviously to free himself from any suspicion of 
having defrauded the other heirs.'* Owing to the 
terminology and the practice here described, the 
place in the temples where men took the ordeal of 
the oath was called ‘ the place of cleansing.’ ' 

Literature. — F. E. Peiser, ‘ZumOrdalbeidenBabyloniern,’ 
OLZ xiv. (1911] 477-479. On the closely related subject of the 
oath see Oath (Semitic). S. LaNGDON. 

ORDEAL (Celtic). — The main references to the 
use of the ordeal among the Celts occur in the 
Irish and ^V'elsh laivs and in one of the Irish 
mythico-romantic tales. There are also some 
apparent references to it in classical sources. 

I. Classical references. — Cmsar, in describing 
the funerals of the Gauls, says that, when a man 
of rank dies, if the circumstances of his death are 
suspicious, his relatives hold an examination of his 
wives after the method adopted toivards slaves, 
and, if their guilt is discovered, they are tortured 
and put to death.® Probably some kind of ordeal 
■was used as a method of discovering guilt. Julian 
speaks of the Rhine as an ‘incorruptible judge of 
infants ’ among the Celts dwelling on its banks, 
drowning the child of an unfaithful wdfe, but 
restoring it to its mother’s arms when the birth 
was legitimate.'^ The method used is described in 
a poem in the Greek anthology. The child was 
put on a shield by the husband and thus consigned 
to the river. This ordeal is connected with the 
Celtic cult of rivers— the divine river acting here 
as a judge.® 

I JI. Schorr, AUbabglonUche Eeehlsurkunden, Leipzig, 1913, 
no. 2S2 f. 

3 § 103 : for another ordeal by oath sec also 5 249 of the Code. 

! UhhMlAi. 4 Schorr, no. 194 f. 

5 lb. no. 170. la The ordeal of the oath in case of a murder 
will be found in A. Ungnad, Bab’jlonisehe Eritfe, Leipzig, 1914, 
no. 21S. 

e De Bell. Gall. vi. 19. 

7 Eg. xvi.. Oral. iL (cd. F. C. Hcrtlein, Leipzig, 1676-70, pp. 
405 , 104). 

8 Anth. Grcrea, tx. 125 (cd. Didot, ii. 24). 


Anstotle speaks of the Celts plunging infants at birth into 
the cold waters of a river in order to harden them.i but does 
not mention the ordeal. Elsewhere, among Teutons, Hindus 
etc., the water ordeal was decided differently. It a person 
floated, he was judged guiltj', the water rejecting him: if'he 
sank, he was innocent, thoug:h he was drowned, for in this case 
the water received him. This method was used both judid.ally 
and popularly in the case of witches until comparatively 
recent times.2 

The duel as a means of settling disputes is also 
referred to. Poseidonios stated that formerly in 
Gaul at feasts the strongest seized the thigh of 
the animal served up, and, if any other ivarrior 
attempted also to take it, the two fought and tho 
victor received the meat.® Among the Celtiberiana 
of Spain, in 206 B.C., P. Cornelius Scipio Africanus 
found that recourse was had to the duel by two 
sons of kings who as brothers had held the same 
throne, in order to settle the succession. They 
refused Scipio’s arbitration and wished as judge 
only the god of war. Much later Silius Italicus 
said that this duel was conformable to the national 
custom.'* 

2 . Irish ordeals. — The well-known Irish mythi- 
cal story of King Gormac’s adventure in the land 
of promise with the god Manannan contains a list 
of ordeals which has a close correspondence to 
those referred to in the Irish law-books and serves 
to explain them. Some of the ordeals in the list 
and the explanations given of their origin are 
doubtless mythical, though that only serves to 
show how firmly the use of the ordeal was fixed in 
Celtic custom. Morann, son of Carpro Cat-head, 
is said to have been born with a membrane over 
his head, which ultimately became a collar when 
he was placed in the sea and the magic ‘ninth 
wave’ passed over him. A covering of gold and 
silver was now placed on it, and it was used to 
test guilt or innocence. Placed round the neck of 
a guilty man, it choked him, but in the case of the 
innocent it expanded and dropped to his feet. 
Another collar of Morann’s came out of a fairy 
mound, and, placed on the foot or hand of a guilty 
man, it cut the member off. He obtained a third 
collar from St. Paul, and wore it round his neck 
when delivering judgment. Then he never 
uttered falsehood. Mochton’s adze was placed in 
a fire of black-thorn until red-hot. The tongue of 
the accused was then passed over it, when it burnt 
him if guilty, but did him no harm if ho were 
innocent. Another ordeal was that of Senclia, 
who cast two lots out of the fire, one for tho 
accused, one for the king. If the accused was 
guilty, the lot cleaved to his palm. A P^|'® 
incantation was first said over the lots. The 
vessel of Badurn was one which his wife obtained 
from a fairy mound beneath a well. If a man 
uttered three false words under it, tho vessel 
separated into three parts, but, if three true words 
were spoken, these united again. The ordeal ot 
the three dark stones consisted of filling a bucket 
with bog-stufij etc., and placing in it three stones, 
white, black, and speckled. If a man drew the 
white stone out, he had spoken truth ; “ "h® 
black, falsehood ; the speckled stone denoted tliat 
he was half-guilty. In the ordeal of the cauldron 
the vessel was filled with boiling water, in winch 
the accused placed his hand. He was scalded if 
guilty, unhurt if innocent. Another ordeal was 
that of the old lot of Sen. Three lots were cast 
into water — the lord’s lot, the ollave’s lot, and the 
lot of the accused. If he was guilty, hLs lot sank ; 
if he was innocent, it floated, as in the case of the 
child in tlie Rhine. Still another wiw that ol 
Lnclitn’s iron. This iron was seen by Luchta in 

SHincmarVoth^cent.) gays : ‘The water 
•ersonsand thus proves them innocent; it rejects o.hera ano 
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Brittany and obtained by him. It was hallowed 
by wizards, then made red-hot and placed on the 
palm, with results similar to those of the adze 
ordeal. The ordeal of waiting at an altar con- 
sisted of going nine times round it and then drink- 
ing water- over which a wizard’s incantation had 
been said. If the person was guilty, the token of 
sin was manifest on him ; if innocent, the water 
did him no harm. This ordeal is said to have been 
brought by Cai Cainbrethaoh out of the land of 
Israel, and it has some similarity to that described 
in Nu 6”®^-. The text then goes on to tell the 
story of Cormao and how he obtained his cup from 
Manannan. The cup broke when three words of 
falsehood were spoken, but was restored if three 
true words were spoken. Manannan showed its 
properties to Cormac and then gave him the cup, 
ana he afterwards used it to distinguish truth and 
falsehood with the Gael.^ 

Stokes observes that, U Morann’s three collars are different 
aspects of one collar, and, if Badurn's and Oormac’s vessels are 
identical, this would reduce the number of the ordeals to nine 
— the number of the divyani pramtlnani in later Hindu law- 
books. 

A passage in one of the Brehon law tracts speaks 
of the ordeals of the adze, of the chip of an old 
tree, of the Lestar Baduimn (Badurn’s vessel), of 
the three stones in the dark, of standing at the 
altar, of the cauldron, and of the holy draught, 
and they are said to be tests establislied by St. 
Patrick in the reign of King Laegaire to decicle the 
disputes of the men of the land.“ The method of 
using some of these is also explained, though in 
some instances the explanation is obscure. 

The tongue was put across a red-hot adze. ‘ A chip of an old 
tree ’ is glossed as * of the horse-rod of the patron-saint, or of 
his cofRn, or of the consecrated tree.' Probabiy it was some 
roecies of lot. ' Lester Baduirnn,' is glossed, ‘i.e.ba," good,” 
fordum, “on the hand," it used to break on the hand, t.«. it 
used to open or burst asunder, hut it remained perfect on the 
hand of the upright.’ Two myths of its origin are then given, 
one corresponding to that in the story of Cormac, except that 
hero Dornn or Badomn is the name of the woman who obtained 
the vessel, not of her husband. The gloss on the three stones in 
the dark is, ' t.c. to put three stones in a dark place, a speckled 
stone, a white stone, and a black one.’ These were pagan tests. 
On the other hand, the ordeals used by Christians and instituted 
by St. Patrick were lot, airisem, and cauldron. Airisem seems 
to mean standing at the altar, glossed as ‘standing at the stone 
of adoration’; hence it must nave been pagan in origin. Of 
the cauldron it Is said that ‘ what makes pagan tests of them is 
to bring /«ba to them’ — probably the use of some old pagan 
incantations or chnrms.a The holy draught is obscurely glossed 
as ‘ the book drink, such as the long book of Leithglinn, its 
perusal on water.’-* 

The ordeal of the red-hot adze is specifically 
mentioned in one MS in connexion -with the case 
of a woman clearin" her character from charges 
affecting it, when sne had failed to find living 
compurgators. She rubbed her ton^e on a red- 
hot adze of bronze or on melted lead (not iron — a 
proof of the archaic character of the ordeal). The 
adze was heated in a fire of rowan or black-thorn, 
magical trees with the Irish Celts. The MS 
describes this as ‘a druidical ordeal.’® The red- 
liot metal ordeal is of wide occurrence — among the 
Arabs, Hindus, and Chinese. The ordeal of the 
cauldron has been sufficiently explained in the 
reference from the story of Cormao. The phrase 
used for it is Jir caire, ' the proof of the cauldron.’ 
Instances of its use in the laws are found in tlie 
case where distraining or distress is deferred until 
the Jir caire has taken place in connexion with 
some other process, but only when the man has 
gone into an 'exteme territory’ for it.® Again, 
the dubhjinc, i.c. the uncertain family or members 
of the tribe smuggled in surreptitiously or concem- 

1 The Irish Ordeals, Comae's Adrenture in the Land of 
Promise, cd. and tr. W. Stokes, In E. Windisch and Stokes, 
Jrisehe Texts, Hi. tl-clpiig, 1891) 20Gff. 

s Aiirfcnf Lates qf Ireland, Dublin, 18G5-1001, v. 470 L 

8 Jb. vi. SS4. ■> Ib. v. 473 

5E. O’Curry, Manners and Customs of the Ancient Irish, 
London, 1S73, It. 210, citing MS H 3, 17 Trin. ColL Dublin. 

a Ancient Lates of Ireland, 1. 195, 199. 


ing whose pedigree doubt had arisen, could receive 
no share of the family land until they tendered the 
proof of the cauldron.* Again, the illicit offspring 
of a harlot or of a woman who absconded from lier 
husband must not settle among the tribe without 
invitation or the test of the cauldron or of the holy 
expurgation.* In the case of the dubhjinc the 
proof of the cauldron is called y?r di, ‘ test of God,’ 
showing that the older pagan rite had been Christ- 
ianized. In earlier times the water itself gave 
judgment ; noiy God gave judgment through the 
water. This ordeal, which is of wide occurrence,® 
is referred to by St. Gregory of Tours in the cose 
of two ecclesiastics, one heretical, one orthodox. 
One of them suggested the judgment of boiling 
water. A cauldron was to be placed on a fire and a 
ring dropped into the boiling water, and each was 
to attempt to draw it forth.® The ordeal of the 
lots cast into the water has a certain parallel in 
one suggested by King Laegaire to St. Patrick 
and the Druids. They were to throw' their respec- 
tive books into water, and he would honour him 
whose books -were unhurt. Patrick agreed, but 
the Druids dissented because the saint regarded 
■water as a god (probably a reference to baptism). 
The ordeal by fire was offered by St. Patrick. A 
Druid was to go into a closed house with the 
saint’s chasuble round him, and one of his clerics 
was to -wear the ■wizard’s tunic. Then the house 
was to be set on fire so that 'God might deal 
dooms.’ The wizard was burnt, though he had 
gone into that side of the house -which had been 
moistened.® 

The idea of w’ater, cold or hot, serving for an 
ordeal is further illustrated by the fact that it and 
air, sun, moon, etc., were taken as sureties for 
fidelity to an oath. They destroyed the oath- 
breaker, as in the case of Ifing Laegaire, who 
demanded tribute after thus promising not to do 
so. ‘ God’s elements gave a doom of death on the 
king.’ ® 

The casting of lots -was used by the Druids and 
in much later times vetis common both among the 
Irish Celts and in Brittany.’ But it is referred to 
in the Laws as an ordeal, its technical name being 
crann-chur (crann, ‘tree,’ ‘wood,’ ‘stick’); hence, 
perhaps, small pieces of wood were used, though 
it is said in O’Curry’s Manners and Customs of me 
Ancient Irish that the crann-chur consisted of 
putting in a box or pot black, white, and red 
pebbles, from which the accused drew until he 
drew either black or -white. Black meant guilty, 
white innocent.® This is the ordeal of the tliree 
dark stones in the story of Cormac, and doubtless 
there were various methods of the crann-chur. 
The Laws refer to its use in a variety of cases — 
e.g., in that of the dubhfme, alternately •U'ith the 
proof of the cauldron ; in that of an animal killed 
in a pound by other animals ; and in several othei-s.® 
Thelot was approved of by canon law in Ireland.*' 
The duel or combat was also recognized and is 
mentioned in the Laws, but it had to bo gone 
through according to strict rule. It was illegal to 
fight without verbal engagements, viz. ‘without 
proper security by word of mouth for restoring or 
righting the thing about which he gives the 
challenge.’ ** This appears to have been in a case 
of debt, and hence the duel after verbal engage- 
ments, literally ' contracts of the lips,’ was legal. 
Elsewhere the consent of relatives to the duel 
1 Ancient Lavs of Ireland) iv. ?S5, 2SS 1. ' Ib. r. 457. 

8H. d’Arboia do Jubainville, Ltudes sur le droit celtique, 
Doris, 1S93, i. 32, 35. 

4 de Gloria Mariyrum {=Mirac. t), 81. 

4 Stokes, Tripartite Life, London, 18S7, pp. 50, 400. 

8 Ib. p. 667. 7 J. Loth, RCel xvi. (1895) 313. 

® 1. Introd. p. ccl.’cxfa: ; cl. p. clxiv. 

9 Ancient Lavs, iv. 285, 295, ii. C ; cl. iiL CO, 337, 433. 

1® D’Arbois de Jabainv-ille, ii. 100. 

It Ancient Lavs, iv. 33. 
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seems to liave been necessary, and, where that 
consent was obtained, the victor Avho slew his 
opponent ivas not charged with murder. 

‘ If it be a sensible adult that is drawn into the combat-field 
with the consent of his family, and if there was no crime 
charged upon the person who drew him, or though there were 
a charge he avowed it, whether life-wound or death-wound 
ensue, he is exempt.’ l 

Witnesses were also necessary, as the gloss upon 
a story of two men about to engage in comoat 
shows: ‘There was nothing to delay them from 
engaging in the combat except that they had not 
a vyitness.’® Where the combatant was ‘lawful 
spoil,’ his arms and clotlies were also lawful spoil 
to the victor.® Canon law attributed to St. 
Patrick the regarding of the duel as an offence 
meriting excommunication — e.ff., in the case of a 
debtor who, in spite of proof, denied his debt and 
had recourse to combat.* 

3 . Welsh ordeals. — The Welsh codes do not 
mention ordeals, hut a late treatise states that 
there were three ordeals by the law of Dyvnwal 
Moelmud, for theft, for galanas (murder or com- 
position for murder), for treason to a lord. Tliey 
consisted of the hot iron, the boiling water, ‘by 
putting the limb that did tlie deed therein,’ and 
combat to such as should demand it lawfully. 
There was no punishment for the victor in the 
combat, for it stood instead of proof. But in 
amending the laws Hoel the Good and his judges 
observed that this was not just, and tliey estab- 
lished proof by men.® These three ordeals corre- 
spond to those already described in Irish procedure, 
and, though the reference is a doubtful one, this 
likeness tends to prove that the ordeal had actually 
been in use among the Brythonio Celts. 

In'ERATORB.— This is cited throughout the article. 

J. A. MacCulloch. 

ORDEAL (Chinese). — ^The use of the judicial 
ordeal in China is now mainly confined to the 
mountainous districts of the south-west, where 
numerous tribes of non-Chinese origin still main- 
tain themselves in semi-independence. The decay 
of the ordeal is due partly to a growing disbelief in 
the superstitions which supported it and partly to 
the painful teachings of experience which compelled 
men to realize its fallibility as a test of truth. Its 
disappearance, however, leaves Chinese legal prin- 
ciples unafiected ; Chinese law never accorded it 
theoretical recomition, but merely granted it a 
more or less grudging tolerance as a concession to 
immemorial custom. The fact that the notions 
and practices relating to ordeal have been regulated 
and modified by custom, not by law, explains why 
very few explicit references to the subject are to 
be found in the Chinese law-books.® 

There is, however, an interesting passage in that 
constitutional handbook of the Chou dynasty 
known as the C/wu Li (ascribed to the 12 th cent. 
B.C.), from which we leam something of a legal 
practice that seems to have closely approxim.ited 
to what we understand hy_ ordeal. We are told 
that before a litigant in a civil suit was allowed to 
state his case in court he w'as required to hand in 
a sheaf of arrows (50 or 100), and that in criminal 
prosecutions initiated by private individuals the 
accusers were called upon to deposit in court a 
specified quantity (30 catties or Clnnese pounds) 
■of copper.’ According to the best interpretation 

1 • Book of AiciU,’ Ancient Laws, iii. 297. 

2/6. i.251ff. S7i.iiI.S03. 

■* D’Arbois do Jnbainville, I. 46, 5i. 100. 

5 Ancient Laws and Institutes of Wales, London, 1841, p. 707. 

s In tliia respect China and India are at one. Cf. SBE xxv. 
0856) p, cii ; see also E. B. Tylor, PC^, London, 1003, L 141. 
Jlontcsquieu, De C Esprit des lois, xxviii. 1C ((Eutres eampUies, 
Ikiris, 1S7S-70), remarks that under the Salic law trial by ordeal 
was not a thing legally ordained, but was privately agreed upon 
and legally permitted. 

7 Sec E. Biot, Le Teh'vi-Li, Paris, 1851, il. 311; and SBE 
xvi. (ISS-’l 103. The Chinese word here translated ‘ copper ’ ia 


of this procedure, when a litigant or prosecutor 
handed_ in a sheaf of arrows or 30 catties of copper 
his action was equivalent to (and was probably’ 
indeed, accompanied by) a solemn declaration of 
the justice of his cause and a self-condemnation to 
righteous punishment if he were guilty of uttering 
untnie statements or making false accusations. 
The arrows were emblematic of unswerving and 
unerring truth. ‘ Straight as an arrow’ was, and 
is, as well understood an expression in China ns it 
is in the West, and the arrow’s flight was regarded 
as an unmistakable symbol of moral rectitude. 
Similarly, the prosecutor who brought accusations 
against another was expected to show proof tliat 
he was willing to abide by tlie consequences of a 
complete elucidation of the riglits and wrongs of 
his case. The metal which he deposited in court 
was a symbol of the justice to which he made his 
appeal. In demanding justice against his opponent 
he invoked retributive justice upon himselt if bis 
accusations were false. Hence the man who 
shrank from an appeal to the test of the arrows or 
the copper was confessedly uncertain of the truth 
or justice of his cause, or was secretly aware timt 
his opponent was in the right. Thus, if only one 
of the parties to a case ventured to submit to the 
test, judgment went against the other by default. 

1 ‘ Certain ordeals,’ as Tylor has said, ‘are closely 

related to oaths, so that the two shade into one 
' another. Let the curse which is to fall on the 
oath-breaker take effect at once, it then becomes 
a sign condemning the swearer — in fact, an 
ordeal.’^ Lack of detailed information makes it 
difficult to decide whether the arrow and metal tests 
referred to in the Chou Li should be regarded 
as ordeals or merely as quaint and picturesque 
methods of oath-.taking. It is certainly tnio, how- 
ever, that in China, as elsewhere, many of the 
usages connected with oath-taking are_ almost 
identical with some forms of ordeal, and it is not 
always easy to draw distinctions between the two, 

A Chinese chronicle contains an account of the 
folloiring episode, which it assigns to the middle 
of the 13th century. 

There was a certain man whose trade it was to sell temple- 
incense. His wares were of inferior make, but, when any ol his 
customers grumbled at their price or expressed doubts as to 
their quality, he was jd the habit of certifying to their excel* 
leuce by means of the following oath : ‘ If this incense Is not m 
excellent as I say it is, may a goblin meet me on the road and 
annihilate me I * One day, as he was crossing a bridge behind 
his shop, he was seen suddenly to fall prone on the ground m 
though he had been tripped up by some uncanny spectre visible 
to himself alone* When the bystanders ran to his assistance, 
he was already dead. 

Stories of this kind, turning on a solemn iniita- 
tion to the powers of the spiritual rvorld to bring 
sudden death or calamity on the swearer if his 
words are untrue, are veiy common in Chinese 
annals. Confucius himself, on a certain memor- 
able occasion, is said to have uttered such an oath. 

rendered by Biot ‘ gold or (other) metal.' In this passace the 
word can hardly mean gold. The amount to be j»aia into 
court would have been prohibitive; and^ the obligation topa> 
the same amount in all cases, irrc^cctivc of ihc nature ana 
magnitude of the interests involved, would have impbed Inc 
creation of an arbltrarj’ and Irrational unlfomiiti* which cquid 
hardly have failed to defeat the ends of ju‘?ticc. The original 
uses the character ehin, which in modern Chinese usnaliv 
signifies gold, but which formerly indicated metal or any klnu. 
and was applied indiUcrently to gold, silver, copjwr, tin, ana 
iron. A modem Chinese commentator (not cited by Iliot) ex- 
plains the word as signifying, in this particular passage, iron, 
iron certainly suits the context well enough, for that 
would aptly siTnbolize the inflexibility of Justice ; It Is 
more probable, however, that the metal was copper, whlcn. 
indeed, was often knouTi as huang Vxeh^ ‘yellow iron, ana 
which, though a ductile metal, has an exceptional degree o. 
tenacit}*. We learn from other sources that 
ancient times frequentlv used in c»nne.tion with 5’^ 

cedure, and there would therefore be nothing exccptlcnM In M 
use here. English readers nill find a referen^ to the o* 
copper in Judicial proceedings In J. Ch\n*u Ctamr/, 

Ilomrkong, 15CI-72, vol. iii. pu M p. CO:;. 

X XX. 174. 
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• Confucius went to pay a visit to a lady whose moral charac- 
ter did not stand high in public estimation. A disciple ven- 
tured to remonstrate with him for having done so ; whereupon 
Confucius cried out with an oath, “ It I have done anything 
wrong, may God strike me dead, may God strike me dead ! i 

In a Chinese lawsuit, when the statements made 
or evidence given hy the two parties are irrecon- 
cilable, and the truth cannot be elicited by ordi- 
nary methods, the parties sometimes adjourn from 
the law-court to a temple, and there perform the 
ceremony known as tu chou — the ‘ ordeal (or 
rather wager) by imprecation.’ 

The swearer unplaits his queue (if he has one), and lets his 
hair fall down over his shoulders, as though he were a criminal 
condemned to death. He then kneels before the altar, and 
utters the words upon the truth of which he is ready to stake 
his life. ‘ If 1 am ^ilty of tlie charge, or if my evidence is un- 
true, or if I have made a false accusation [os the case may be], 
1 call upon the god to strike me dead before his altar.’ The 
procedure varies in detail according to local custom or special 
circumstances. Sometimes the oath-taker proceeds by writing 
on a piece of paper the pa-ko-UH, the 'eight characters’ denot- 
ing the essential facts relating to his personal identity and 
time of birth. After lighting a stick or two of incense he kneels 
before the altar, and, uttering a set form of words, condemns 
himself and ail his family to death if the statement to which he 
has sworn is perceived by the god to be untrue. The * eight 
characters ' ore ceremonially burned, and the oath-taker's life 
is then wholly at the disposal of the deity addressed. 

The procedure known as fa-huang-piao, ‘ the 
sending of a yellow missive,’ is similar to this. 

The swearer writes his accusation or evidence, accompanied 
by an oath-formula, on a piece of white paper. He also writes 
his name, address, and residence, the name of the temple where 
the ceremony is to take place, and the name of the divinity 
invoked. The oath-formula varies according to circumstances, 
but is usually framed in such terms ns these : ‘ If 1 did so-and- 
so, may I die before sunset to-day 1 ’ or ‘If I have spoken 
falsely, may I never he able to stand up again 1 ’ The white 
p.aper is folded up and enclosed in a covering or envelope of 
yellow paper, which is then committed to the ftames. When it 
has been wholly consumed, the belief is that the message has 
reached its destination and that it will receive the due attention 
of the god whose intervention has been invited.^ 

As a rule, tke deity in question is the cKcng-huang, 
the ‘ city god,’ who presides over the fortunes of 
the walled town in which the district magistrate’s 
court is situated,’ The ceremony may, however, 
be performed in other temples besides that of the 
cK&ng-huang, and the deity invoked may be almost 
any one of tlie numerous gods, spirits, or canonized 
personages who throng the Taoist pantheon. 

It is well known tliat a Chinese witness will 
often claim the right to consecrate his oath by 
cutting off the head of a fowl. This is a symbolical 
way of saying, ‘ If I am lying, may I be killed ns I 
kill this cock 1 ’ * This rite is still fairly common 
in inland China and is not unknown in the annats 
of British law-courts in Hongkong and the ‘ mixed 
courts ’ of the treaty-ports. Sometimes the killing 
of a real cock is dispensed with and a paper image 
of the animal substituted. The image is held up 
in front of the setting sun, and the swearer cuts 
off the head of the image just ns the sun sinks 
below the horizon. According to another practice, 
the witness puts a number of beans into a basin 
and pounds them into a paste. By this action he 
condemns himself to be clubbed to death if his 
evidence is false. Yet anotlier old custom was the 
ceremonial breaking of an arrow, which signified 
that the witness was willing to be broken in two if 
he committed perjury. Another practice was to 
blow out a candle-llame and to utter the words, 
'If I have lied, may I be extinguished like this 
candle’ (ssitju huo mich). 

It is obvious that even the most solemn forms of 
oath-taking will be of little practical value in 

1 H. A. Giles, Co7i/«ciaiiism and iU Rivals {llibiert Lec- 
tures, 2nd ser,), London, 1915, p. 71. 

2 For brict accounts of ttiese customs sec L. Wieger, Moral 
Tenets and Customs in China, London, 1013, p. 621 f.; and 
H. Dor6, Recherches sur les superstitions en Chine, Shanghai, 
1912, pt. i. vol. ii. no. •), p. S14f. 

3 Ct. a story in the Liao Chai, tr. H. A. Giles, Strange Stories 
from a Chinese Studio", Shiuighai, 190S, p. 2121. 

* Cf. Lcggc, vol. V. pt. i. p. 5 ; and Giles, Stranoe Stories, 
p. 85S. 


helping a magistrate to discriminate between true 
and false evidence, unless he feels justified in 
assuming the sincerity of tlie witness’s belief that 
perjury will involve him in serious difficulties with 
the unseen powers. A guilty man will hesitate to 
send a ‘yellow missive’ to the spirit- world if he 
feels morally certain that the spirits will receive it 
and will take him at his word. But, though many 
Chinese — perhaps the great majority — are rather 
sceptical in these matters, conscious guilt is liable 
to reveal'itself involuntarily in some slight outward 
sign, such as the blanching of the cheek or tremor 
of the hand. These signs will he instantly noted 
by an attentive and experienced magistrate, who 
in spite of his own scornful disbelief in the objective 
efficacy of an elaborate oath- taking ceremonial, 
will often dr.aw shrewd and valuable deductions 
from the appearance and general bearing of the 
parties and their witnesses. 

The suggestion that the parties should adjourn 
to the city temple to swear oaths and dispatcli 
‘yellow missives’ usually comes not from the 
magistrate himself but from one of the parties con- 
cerned — not always the innocent one. But cases 
have been known when a clever magistrate has 
elicited the truth by making the parties undergo a 
bogus ordeal of his own devising. The following 
is an instance of how a magistrate succeeded by 
this means in unmasking the guilt of a man who 
had been accused of theft. 

He informed the accused that he must prove his innocence by 
successfully undergoing tho ‘bell-touching ordeal.’ He ex- 
plained that in a certain temple there hung a bell which had 
the sinmlar power of detecting tho presence of thieves. When 
touched by a thief, he said, it would give forth sound, but, 
when touched by other persons, it would remain silent. The 
maristrate then gave orders that all the prisoners in his gaol, 
including the man accused of thclt, should be marched off to 
the temple and made to stand in front of the temple-bell. Ho 
himself followed them, and gave n touch of solemnity to the 
proceedings by approaching the bell with reverence, ns though 
it were a symbol of divinity, and uttering a short prayer suit- 
able to the occasion. Having then caused a largo curtain to 
be suspended in front of the bell so as to conceal it from view, 
he gave secret orders that the portion of the bell nearest to 
the curtain should be smeared with ink. This having been 
done, he bade the prisoners advance one by one and touch 
the bell by thrusting their hands under the curtain. A 
number of prisoners old os they were told, and as each of these 
withdrew his hand the magistrate noted that it was stained 
with ink. Then came the turn of the suspected thief. Believ- 
ing that the magistrate’s words would come true and that the 
bell, which had hitherto remained silent, would emit a sound it 
he touched it, he put his hand under the curtain as the others 
had done, but carefully abstained from bringing it into contact 
with the magic bell. He withdrew his h.and, but his satisfac- 
tion at the success of his manoeuvre was short-lived. Observing 
that there was no trace of ink on the man's fingers, the magis- 
tratepromplly declared that the case was closed and the guilt 
of the accused made manifest. Thereupon, we are told, the 
outwitted thief made a full confession. 

That such bogus ordeals may often be far more 
useful than real ones will be readily conceded. 
The drawback is that the more successful and 
ingenious they are the smaller will be the likeli- 
hood that they can be resorted to on subsequent 
occasions with the same prospects of success. 

There is a curious book of Chinese medical juris- 
prudence known as the Esi-yiian-lu, which was 
formerly in tho hands of all (Jhinese coroners and 
was widely used in official circles up to a very 
recent date. Though the book was compiled lis 
late as the 13th cent, of our era, many of its pre- 
scriptions and directions are manifestly based on 
very ancient folk-lore and the sundving traditions 
of pre-historic magic, while sonic of the methods 
which it prescribes for discovering the truth in 
matters affecting criminal procedure are strongly 
suggestive of ordeal. We may cite, c.g., the test 
of ‘ the yin-yany water,’ which was no less irrational 
than the Christian ordeal of the Bible and the key. 
It is, or till recently was, Chinese law that, if a 
man finds his wife in the arms of a lover, he may, 
with impunity, put her to death, provided he does 
it immediately on discovery, lioforc his natural 
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wrath has had time to cool, and provided he kills 
the lover at the same time. The proper way to 
effect the killing is to cut off both heads, if possible, 
by a single blow of a sword. To kill one of the 
guilty parties only will not excuse the homicide, 
for it will show that he acted with cool delibera- 
tion and might therefore have restrained himself 
from killing either. The reason wliy the killing is 
condoned is not that Chinese law regards human 
life as a thing of small account (for that is the 
opposite of the truth), but that it recognizes the 
weaknesses of lmman nature and makes allowance 
for acts committed under an ungovernable impulse. 
It sometimes happens, however, that the husband 
may be called upon to prove, in court, that his 
wife and her paramour were really guilty of the 
offence for which he killed them; and he may 
have serious difficulty in satisfying the magistrate 
of this, if the relatives of the dead man or woman 
insist that no act of adultery had been committed 
or was meditated. In that case the homicide may 
offer to abide by the results of the yin-yang test, 
which the Hsi-yiian-hi describes as follows : 

‘Take a water-jar and fill it with water, one half from the 
river and the other half from the well.l This is called “yin- 
yang water." Take a stick and stir the water into a swiftly 
whirling eddy. Then take the heads of the decapitated corpses 
of the man and woman and place them without delay in the 
water. If the pair were really guilty, the heads will turn nose 
to nose ; but, it they were innocent, they will turn back to back, 
one above and the other below in the jar.' ^ 

Strictly speaking, this is not a case of ordeal, but 
of divination, or rather it is a kind of post mortem 
ordeal if we regard it primarily as a test of the 
guilt or innocence of the slain udfe, and divination 
if we regard it as a test to prove the guilt or inno- 
cence of the surviving husband.^ 

There is reason to believe that ordeal by fire was 
not unknoivn in China in former days, though the 
ceremony of walking over hot coals, which is 
occasionally practised in certain localities, is not 
necessarily, if ever, connected with judicial pro- 
cedure. In Buddhist annals there is a legend that 
tells us of a victory obtained by Buddhism over 
Taoism by means of a fiery ordeal. The incident 
is assigned to the 1st cent. a.d. 

Certain distin™ished members of the Taoist priesthood 
strongly objected to the emperor’s patronage of Buddhism, and 
offered to prove that theirs was the true religion by an appeal 
to miracle. ‘Take the books of the barbarians ff.e. the Indian 
missionaries of Buddhism] and our own holy writings,' they 
said, 'and set them afire. If theirs are consumed, let them be 
banished ; if ours are burned, we are prepared to suffer death.’ 
Tliis suggestion met with the emperor’s approval, but to the 
surprise and mortification of the Taoists, who relied for their 
success on their proficiency in magic arts, all their books e.xccpt 
one were utterly consumed in the flames. The sacred objects j 
of the Buddhists, on the contrary, were preserved intact ; for 
‘ the flames were miraculously transformed into petals of water- 
lilies, by which all the books and images were enfolded and 
supported.’ < 

It was remarked at the outset that the ordeal is 
nowadays confined mainly to the tribes of non- 
Chinese origin which inhabit the mountainous 
regions of the south-west. These tribes form a 

1 This is because the river is j/any (active and therefore male) 
and the well is yin (passive and therefore female). 

iL T. M'fliiams, m JRAS, N. China Branch, xxxriii. (I907J 

01 . 

3 Ordeal and divination are both * methods resorted to for 
discovering the truth’; but ‘the ordeal is undergone by the 
person accused to vindicate his innocence,’ whereas ‘diidnation 
is practised by third parties to fix the guilt of a crime on a 
particular person’ (C. S. Burne, The Bandbook of Folk-lore, 
new cd„ London, 1014, p. 131). 

4K. F. Johnston, Buddhist China, London, 1013, p. 13711, 
Cf. the Zoroastriiin story of the ordeal euccessfullv undergone 
by Aturpaf in the reign of Shihpuhr ti. about a,d. 330 (.SUE iv. 
[1805] p. xlvii). For an amusing account of the rivalry between 
the two orders of friars in Salamanca in the reign of Philip n., 
and the fiery ordeal which resulted, see Goldsmith, Citizen of 
the Iforki, Letter cxi. Giles (Strange Stories, p. 243) tells the 
story of the Buddhist monk who ‘ was to be throivn into a 
cauldron of boiling water in a fiery pit, when suddenly a lotus- 
fiower came forth, the fire was extinguished, and the water 
bcoiiie coi'd.' 


considerable proportion of the population of 
Yunnan, Kuei-chou, and western Sstl-ch’uan. It 
may be observed that the ordeals known among 
these scattered communities are identical with 
many of those practised by the peoples of the Shan 
States, Siam, Cambodia, and Burma. This is 
readily accounted for by the fact that some of the 
Indo-Chinese races are ethnolomcally connected 
with the Xiolo, IMiao, JIoso, ami other tribesmen 
of the Chinese south-west, and that the latter, in 
spite of many centuries of isolation in an alien 
environment, have maintained many of the social 
usages and traditions of their more prosperous 
kinsmen.^ 

Writing of the Lolo, Colhome Baber says : 

‘Trial by ordeal is common. An article of value having been 
stolen and the thief remaining undiscovered, the people ol the 
place are assembled by the medicine-men, and a handful of raw 
rice is served out to everyone. A solemn period of mastication 
follows, after which the resultant is spat out, and a stain of 
blood on the chewed monthfnl infallibly betrays the culprit. 
It is aifirmed that the pims of the guilty bleed, and that a con- 
fession alwaj'S ensues.'^ 

The following is an account of a trial by ordeal 
which took place among a community of Black 
I Miao as recently as 1911. 

I A quarrel arose between two women, the elder of whom 
! objected to the younger coming to her house, on the ground 
i that the younger woman's visits always brought bad luck. Her 
husband, for instance, had died after one such visit and her son 
after another. The younger woman's indignation at this charge 
was so intense that violent hostility broke out between the two 
households. Finally the relatives of the accused woman 
demanded the right of vindicating her character by means of 
the ordeal of boiling millet. ‘ A day was appointed and a great 
crowd gathered to see the trial. A large cauldron was brought 
out and set over a rudelj’ prepared fireplace. Into this a mess 
of millet was put to boil and an axe-head was laid in the bottom 
of the cauldron. When the contents began to boil, the young 
woman’s champion stripped his arm bare. His duty was to 
reach down into the boiling porridge and snatch out the axe- 
head with his naked hand. If the skin were blistered, then the 
young woman’s cause was lost; if not, her honour was vindi- 
cated. Each side had also wagered a stake of some Tls. 23 li.e. 
about 6 Ss.]. To snotch out the a.xe-head was the work of an 
instant and the roan’s band and arm came out uninjured from 
the scalding bath. It was clear therefore that the young lady 
was not the minister of bad luck.'® , 

We may conclude by citing a somewhat siniunr 
case of ordeal which took_ place still more recently 
in one of the tribal districts of N. Yunnan. 
Writing under the date of 20th Juno 1915, a corre- 
spondent of a Shanghai newspaper thus describes 
the proceedings : 

‘ Some Chinese workmen were engaged in putting up some 
Bchool buildings in connexion with missionary work. A twenty- 
cent piece was missing one day, and the owners, the rarpentcra, 
accused the masons of theft. The masons stoutly denied tnc 
charge, and then there was an appeal to trial by ordeal. At 
night, when the missionary was not about, a Isrge iron pan oi 
boiling water was got ready, and into this a half-dollar w-ai 
thrown. The selected representative ol the accusing carpenter 
first put his hand and arm into the water and took out thecoin. 
Then the head mason had to follow suit. The camenter s arm 
received no injury, but the mason was so badly burnt that it 
was many weexs before he could resume work, I examine tn 
two arms and do not know why one was badlv burnt and the 
other escaped injury. The carpenters concluded that the maso^ 
were guilty, and claim that the missing coin was rew™'?," 
them on the quiet while they were sleeping. Such trial oj 
orfeal is quite common in these parts.’ 4 
Literatuee. — This is Indicated in the article. 

K. FlE-MING JOHKSTOh. 


1 For an account of the ordeals practised among the Siamwe 
nd neighbouring peoples see O, E, Gerini's art. on the suujec. 
a The Asiatic Quarterly Reviexe. 1805. „ 

3 ’A Journey ol Exploration in Vr. SsQ-chuan, 
raphieal Society, Supplementary Pa^n, ^ndon, I&C. t 
'rccisely the same test existed In Vedio India (see OaPaiu 

^FL^’xxiPl'wni The boiling-water test ^ 

hroughont the For East, For Japan see art. 
fananese). vol. Iv. p. S05. It is also noteworthy that an ore 
■abused in ancient Japanese ordeals as it is used 
ae tribes of S.W. China, though In China the axe if 5 

ab of boUing water, whereas in Japan th« »ie was beste 
?d-hot and placed on the palm of the band (».). j 

* Forth China Daily Fews, Shanghai, Cth Jnly 'fl 

edic India there was an ordeal whereby an aCCT5^ I««o= . 

required to take a gold-p^e from a ve-sel f heaW gbiat- 
il.’ Bee art. DivCTATiox (Ycdic), voL Iv. p. t30«. and 
linda), 3 (e). 
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ORDEAL (Christian). — The •word ‘ordeal’ cor- 
responds to the German Urtcil, meaning ‘judg- 
ment/ or ‘ doom.’ In German la'w Urtcil has kept 
its general sense and Ordal is used ■with the same 
signification as the English ‘ordeal/ viz. ‘judg- 
ment of God.’ 

The subject of ordeals has been treated too much 
as a unity, -whereas it is realljy a combination of 
several modes of procedure. The main idea is, un- 
doubtedly, that supernatural powers are called 
upon to decide in a case, instead of leaving the 
decision to human ■wisdom. We find, however, 
that, notwithstanding this unity of the funda- 
mental conception, three difierent methods are 
employed in order to reach the result. The three 
corresponding types are : (I) the practices grouped 
round the idea of struggle, the outcome of -which 
is, of course, influenced by the divine power; (2) 
the group of appeal to chance (casting lota ) ; and 
(3) the group of appeal to miracle ; this group falls 
again into two subdivisions : (a) appeal to a direct 
manifestation of God’s judgment; and (6) appeal 
to miraculous support against a human presump- 
tion. 

1. The idea of struggle.— The idea of struggle 
leads to the trial by battle, which presents features 
both of self-help and of a judgment of Providence. 
The Bavarian law (cl. 2, sect. 1), e.i/., treats of a 
case of trying a man who is accused of conspiracy 

. . takes place. There must te three 

' If tliero bo one witness only and 

it his statement be denied by the accused, that witness will 
have to prove by combat that what he has said is true : ‘ Oui 
Deus dederit victoriam illi oredite.’ I 

The treatment of battle in Bavarian law is also 
curious in other respects : a man could fight by a 
substitute ; the struggle is not self-help in this 
case ; we find even that the decision which of the 
two champions shall fight for wliich side is left 
to chance. 

Thus (cl. 9, sect. 2), it a freeman be charged with stealing an 
ox or a miik-oow, cither he must purge himself by oath with six 
oath-helpers, or else two champions will have to fight, bub lots 
should be cast to decide to whom God will assign the stronger 
of the, two champions. Cl. ie® Saiuxcar. .ddditio (Synod of 
Ninhiriga, cl. 4): lots sliall not bo cast in the case of a duel 
before the champions are ready, lest they might be insidiously 
hampered by incantations, diabolic.al devices, or ‘magic arts.' 

As another instance of the struggle-ordeal, the 
ordeal of the cross may bo mentioned. 

Tlie contending parties having to hold up their hands, the 
decision is arrived at according ns one or the other could hold 
out longer with outstretched arras (see Capitulary of Charle- 
magne of 800 on the division of the empire among his three 
sons (Boretius, Capitiil. litg. Franc. 1. 129, cl. 14]. It is noticed 

.. ..... — 1 .--I-. linjitj of the three 

■ ■ ■ ■ . case the Ca'^itxttary for- 

■ ■ stead the trial by cross. 
EvidentI;' here again there was no question of letting the three 
kings stand and hold up their hands, but it bad to bn done 
through champions). 

2. Appeal to chance. — ^The most interesting case 
of this is presented by the Frisian laws (sect. 14) : 

A man has been slain in a crowd ; the man who claims com- 
posiUon does not know wlio is the slayer; he must ask Pro- 
vidence to decide. He is allowed to charge up to seven men, 
each of whom will have to purge himself by an oath with eleven 
oath-helpers. Thereupon all should go to a church (or to a 
B.aint’s relics), and two sticks, one of them marked with n cross 
and both wrapped up in clean wool, should be put on the altar 
or the relics. Then, after prayers that God may show ' through 
nn evident sign ’ If the oaths have been truthfully taken, a priest 
(or an Innocent boy) should take one of the sticks. If it be the 
one marked with a cross, tlie seven are discharged. Otherwise 
each of the seven men should mark a separate stick with a sign, 
all these seven stiolcs should be wrapped up in wool and pul on 
the alt-ar (or on the relics), and then taken, one after the other, 
by the priest (or the innocent boy). The man whose stick is 
last to be taken ■will have to p.ay the composition. If the first 

seven' '■ - ' ‘ -iser can charge others, but 

In sue ; ■■ icused can clear himself by 

oath . there can be no further 

appeal to lots. 

Lot appears also in a combination whore it would 
not ajinori bo expected, and that is in the case of 
slaves. ' 


i A good example is Paetus de tenore pads domin. Hildeb. et 

1 Chlot. 6 . If a slave is suspected of a crime, but there Is no 
proof against him, his fate will be decided by lot. The freeman 
would in such a case clear himself with oath-helpers. 

The Salic law represents here an ancient point 
of view ; it does not try to make the tiling easier 
for the slave, but it cannot let him have oatb- 
helpers. (Of course, torture very soon develops for 
slaves — a.y., in the Zex Visigot'horum, which was 
compiled under strong Homan influence.) 

Lot in its very essence is based on equal possi- 
bilities for both sides. 

3. Appeal to miracle. — (a) Appeal to miraculous 
manifestation of the truth, — A conspicuous example 
of such a manifestation is presented by the trial of 
the bier. There is a description of such a trial in 
Walter Scott’s Fair Maid of Perth. 

Oliver Proudfuto has been killed because he had been mis- 
taken for Henry Smith. Nobody knows who committed the 
murder. The body is laid in state in a cliurch and suspected 
persons have to approach it and to swear that they are innocent 
of the murder. Should the murderer dare to approach it, it is 
expected that the veins of the slain will open and blood will 
flow. 

Within the group of miraculous manifestations 
may also be ranged the trial of cold water, often 
used in cases of witchcraft ; it consisted in noting 
whether a person thrown into water will be 
submerged as a token of innocence, or whetlier the 
water refuses to receive him because he is guilty. 

An example of the trial of bread and cheese is 
found in the Laws of Aethelred (8. 22) : 

If a cierk in lower orders is charged and has no ‘ friends,’ i.e. 
no relatives, and, therefore, ‘ has no oath,’ ».f. cannot for that 
rc.ason take an oath with compurgators, then he must try to 
6 w.aI!ow bread and cheese, ’ and let him meet with what God 
willeth.' As on exception, the accused c.an take the Sacrament ; 
evidently the choice of the procedure depended on the decision 
of the court (Liebermann, Gesetze der Angelsae/issn, i. 200). 

The ceremony of trial by bread and cheese in- 
cluded tlie prayer of which we have an English 
example in the following words : 

’Deprecor to, Domine sanctc, Pater omnipotens, acterne 
Deus, qui cclum formasti et terram fundasti, mare limitlbus 
tenninasti, solem et lunam in splcndoro lucero fecisti, ut in- 
telligant astantes, quia tu cs (Deus), qui faois mimbiiia. Et te 
dominum lesum Christum humili prcce deposco, ut qui furtura 
istud commisit uel qui consentaneus est, gula eius uel lingua 
seu fauces suae sic Dant constrictao et oliligatae, ut panem uci 
caseum istum non praenaloat manducare ’ ( 16 . i. 425, cl. 5). 

In all such coses the position in which the accused 
is placed presents no natural dilficultjr, and only 
bad conscience would make the trial a dangerous 
one. 

(6) Appeal to miracxdous salvation. — In this group 
of practices there is quite a difierent set of possi- 
bilities, and the position of the accused is from the 
outset a difficult one. Let us take Lex Salica, 
cli. 14. 

Tlie man who cannot And oath-helpers must go to the trial of 
the cauldron, t.e. take a ring or a stone out of boiling water ; 
otherwise lie will have to pay a heavy fine (62 shillings). This 
clause relates to the trial of a Roman who is accu'-cd of having 
robbed a Salian Frank, and cannot find the prescribed number 
of oath.helpcrs, while the truth of the charge docs not appear 
certain. 

Another important example is presented by the 
Ripuarian latv (sect. 31. 6). 

If a stranger be accused within the Ripuarian land and can- 
not And oath-helpers, let him dear himBelf by the fire or by the 
lot. 

Why should such a difficult form of trial bo im- 
osedt Because he has no friends and, therefore, 
as only a low standing in society. 

Another feature which illustrates strongly the 
fact that miraculous purification is adjuflged onij' 
in exceptional circumstances is that a man who 
has been condenined to that form of trial may buy 
himself out. Here Lex Saliea, ch. 63, is in point. 

11 the succumbing party would have to pay COO shillings, the 
Bccnsed can, before the trial, redeem himself by a fine which 
amounts to one-fifth of the sum. Cl. 4 makes an Interesting 
addition : it the accused gi^” more than one-fifth to his ad- 
versary, he may do so, but the peace-money will hare to he 
paid to the public officer in such c.asc. The public authority 
takes care that it should not be cheated of Its rights (cf. 

2 Aethelstan, 21 [Liebcnnann, 1. 162] : if a man wants to make 
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an agreement about an ordeal, let him mats an agreement 
about the private compensation bnt not about what we map 
call the ‘criminal fine 0. 

One may ask, yrhy should not the accuser await 
the erent of the trial and then claim the whole 
sum, instead of accepting a part? There was 
certainly the fear that the accused might be suc- 
cessful and thus his accuser would get nothing, but 
perhaps also an important motiye was provided by 
the consideration that the accused might turn ont 
to be insolvent. 

One more characteristic feature is disclosed by 
Aelfred, 4 and 4. 1 (Liebermann, L 50). Wben a 
man has conspired against the life of the kin g 
either directly or hy harbouring exiles or their 
vassals, he has forfeited his life and all that he 
owns. If he wants to clear himself, he must swear 
with oath-helpers. Now, in Aethelred, 5. 30 (il>. 
L 244), we read : ‘ He has to clear himself through 
threefold ordeal.’ In one of the U5S (id. 245, coL 1) 
he must clear himself in the ‘deepest’ manner 
which the witan can ordain. In Cnnt, ii. 57 (id. 
L 34S-350), this occurs again and the oath 
appears. Thus we can observe a gradnal change : 
fimt, there is only the oath ; then, the oath and 
the ordeal ; finally, only the ordeal. 

Of course, the tremendous importance of the 
accusation is decisive in this case. From our 
point of view it may seem strange to make the 
defence more difficult becanse the accusation is 
more grave, hut this is not nncommon in human 
pg'chology, and we may not be jostified even in 
thinking that we are not sometimes acting under 
the same psychological motive — in some respects it 
holds good even to-day. 

In Aethelstan, ii. 7 (id. i. 154), we find that those 
who are often subject to accusations are to be , 
driven to the simple ordeaL This relates to thefts, j 
We see the same thing in Eadweard, L 3 (lo. j 
L 140), concerning a person who is not worthy to 
take an oath, I^Tiat is expected here is convic- 
tion, unless the accused is freed by a miracle. 

The worst form is the triple ordeal, occurring, 
e.g., in Leges Eenrici, 54 (id. L 5S4). In regard to 
the misdoings of corrupt; people and to conspiracies 
of perjurers, these should be subject to a more 
strict and difficult formula of oath. Bnt it is so 
much feared that they may he unable to take the 
oath (as they would lose it they made a slip) that 
they prefer ’the ordeaL In its ‘ deepest’ form as 
a triple ordeal it took the shape of lifting a red- 
hot bar of iron of three times the weight of the 
one used in simple ordeal, or plunging the arm 
instead of the hand into boiling water. The 
following was among the prayers used in Anglo- 
Saxon times (id. L 419, cL 5) before the trial by 
red-hot iron was started : 

‘De-cs, iadEX iastas, qvi a-ctor pacis es et icdicas egaJtatera, 
te npp!ic!ter rogsrroi, nt hoc fenum, ordicaten sd iastaxa 
exarnicatioaod cmcs'Jbei dnbietatis {aceadam, benedicere et 
EanctiScare digrerie, ita ct, si Jacooeia de prenoraicata caesa, 
nade pargatio qnereada eat, hoc femaa iacdtaai in laaaas 
acoeperit (cel prfes icar.ieeritX Hlesias appireat, et ei sit cclpa- 
biiia atqce rece, histisaicia sit ad hoc ciTtc3 tea ia eo cen 
ceritatedecTaracdcic, qcaticcs icstitie coa doaaaetcriaiacitas, 
sabdatcr faldtas cexitatL* 

There are some further points to which attention 
is due. TTe find that sometimes the accuser has 
to bear the burden of proof. This happens if the 
accuser requires something extraordiaary — e.a., if 
he challenges witnesses. Lex Salica, ch. £fe, is 
here in point. 

If one briaz ths charge of false testfaaoav, he shall pat his 
haad iato the caaldroa, aad, if he tahes oat the h^d act harat, 
the accased saali pav 15 shUIlaas; if, oa ths other hard, the 
haad is harat, the acxaiser EhaH pav a lihe saia. 

Such cases show that popular tribunals in the 
31iddle Ages were not so passive as we might have 
thought. The court could assign the burden of 
proof to one party or the other, and this was a 
great power. The harden of difficult proof is 


generally assigned to the party making an in. 
probable assertion. 

Certain facts seem to be due to later develop, 
ment. Thus in 2 Aethelstan, 23. 2 (Liebermann, 
L 162-154), it is ordered that in the case of an 
ordeal there should stand on each side no more 
than twelve men ; and, if the accused have with 
him more than twelve, then the ordeal shall he 
lost for him unless they be willing to go from 
him. It is not said distinctly that these sup- 
porters are kinsmen, bnt they were probably Idns* 
folk. The accused mi^bt have produced' oath- 
helpers in this case, and yet ordeds had become 
so common that resort is had to them instead of 
to an oath. 

Another fact worth noticing is that in later 
times the miracle is invoked for the decision of 
private disputes and has settled down into some- 
thing which might be called judgment of God at 
private law. The Domesday Boofz gives a number 
of such cases ; we shall take only two example : 

‘VIiiiEt probare oSert se partafnmra jndscfixci qsoJ smils 
est sfeafi dicent’ (i. SS5). ‘Eanc terrzx cslaffip-iiaror 
libenm Vlclittel homo henoen, caocoinqae modo jodioetar 
licet beEo lioet vel jaditio. Et Elias est presto probare eo laoio 
qnod lacait ad eoelesiaao die qca rex E. ebat; sed toras 
htajdrrfcs testatar earn fnisse terraEi regis et ad s^r-rar-. 

adE3d'(ii.2£?jL 

ludieium and dellum are thus contrasted and ths 
former admitted in a civil trial, hnt such esses 
seem to have ooenrred particnlarly when the 
testimonj^ of the neighl^nrnood was challenged. 

How aid people in those days look on those 
forms of procedure? From onr modern point of 
view it seems preposterous to ask a person to take 
up red-hot iron or to plunge his hand mto boiling 
water. We may quote Lea on the subject : 

■In genera! ... as the result depended mosUjnpsn these 
■who adnanirtered the ordeal, it conferred an irresjynnb.e 
power to release or to candemn, aad it ■Rvnld be eipecdEg too 
Duch of human nature to suppose that men did not weld 
frequeutlv to the temptaticu to abuse that power. vTaa 
Sigurd IhoriahESon vus accused hr Salat Olaf the ESrrg of Le 
murder of his foster-brother Thoralf, and odered to clsor hr^ 
self by the red-hot iron, Eiog Olaf accepted bis cSst, and 
appointed the next day for the tooal at Lygro, where th_e hUh^ 
■was to preside over it. When Sigurd went Inch at c^t to his 
Ebro, be said to his comrades that their pmepects'wereploomr, 
for'the King bad probably caused himself the death of xcomh, 
and then brought the accusatiou again s t them, add in g, “For 
him it is an easy matter to mana^ the in?a erdeal so tiiat 
I doubt he wSi come iE od who triK it auaiust him"; where- 
upon they hoisted wiE in the darhnsss and esmn^ to them 
home in the Fame Islands (Olaf Haraldsson's Saga c^v., 
Laing's Heimshringia, iL 2I0X The injustioe thus hm.ed at 
must often have been practised, and must ha^ve shahen t — 
most robust faith, and this cause of disbelief ■wonM re^ve 
additional strength from the fact that the result was cot sei-om 
in doubt, victory being eqcaEy cl a im ed by both parcee 
(Svzfsniiticn cr.d FoTt{\ p. 352 LX 

Psendo-Cnnt, dc Forcsta, 11. 2 (Liebennann, l 
622), shows that in the 1?^ cent, ordeal w^ re- 
garded as an vltimum rgugium of ■nneert^t^ 
the purgation hy red-hot iron shall no^wire te 
admitted, unless the naked truth cannot te 
otherwise investigated, Eadmer, in his History 
Wownim, says about "Williaia the Bed that he 
declared judicium Dei to be worth nothing, because 
it can be plied either one way or the other : ^ 

‘Quod pro veto cniusguB hiuc inds piioatur’ (ed. Er-s ssr., 

IxxxLl'HX , , - ^ 

The last stane is reached wnen a very impo.^ni 
canon of theEourth Lateran Council (1215) lorcade 
priests to give their blessing to ordeals on any 


‘KeccruisTuam purgagem squue feresn^ ^ 

‘rri enudentis rirum cuiuslibet l>=nEd:ct:c>uis 
msndat : sslnis nihSemiuns prchdbrrion.^ de_inc= 5 ^^ 
’uedcelZis astea prcmtil^tzs' Cesp- 52—-,--— 

: clericis wrerdfeto > 

The ordeal continued to linger for a long time 
1 local tiadirion (e.a., 5L Bateson, Borovm 
’usioms [Selden Societv Pnblications, vote xtol 
nd xxLl. London, 19'34-06, giv^ examp.K or i- 
1 later times) But the rule oi the Late^ 
dnncil exerted a powerfol infinence; i*. eJearea 



ORDEAL (Greek)— ORDEAL (Hebrew) 


521 


the atmosphere and had much to do with aholish- 
ing that particular form of procedure in the 
principal courts. 

Literattoe. — J. Grimm, Deutsche RechtsalterthCmer, Got- 
tingen, 182S, ; H. Brunner, Deutsche Itechtsgesehichte, 2 

vols., Leipzig, 1887-92, ii. : H. C. Lea, Superstition and Forc^, 
Philadelphia, 1878 ; F. Liebermann, Gcsetze der Angelsachsen, 
Halle, 1903-12, i., ii. PAUL VlNOGRADOFF. 

ORDEAL (Greek). — The appeal to God for the 
settlement of a difficulty in human affairs is deeply 
ingrained in human nature, and therefore we find 
examples of trial by ordeal among all the tribes of 
the world (see J. Kohler, ‘Die Ordalien der 
Naturvolker,’ ZVEW v. [1884]). 

In particular the Greeks seem to have developed 
many practices based on the idea of a direct appeal 
to a pronouncement of the gods. Forms of jpro- 
cedure of that kind were freely used in archaic 
Greece, and lingered on in many localities. The 
procedure of enlightened States like Athens, 
however, discarded this line of development, and 
we do not find direct testimony in this respect. 
This is natural enough, as the evidence of the 
classical period comes from a rationalistic age. 
The facts reported from other localities, however, 
are very characteristic. The cult of the Erinyes, 
the goddesses of revenge, was specially apt to call 
forth the direct manifestation of divine power. 
We learn from Pausanias (vn. xxv. 7) that a man 
who had committed homicide, or some other crime 
involving religious pollution, was supposed to 
become insane if he dared to enter the sanctuary 
of the Erinyes at Cerynea. Here punishment is 
coincident with the manifestation oi guilt. And 
the same idea of immediate retribution appears in 
the story told by Philostratos in his biography of 
Apollonius of Tyana (i. 6). It relates to the water, 
S5o>p bpKlov Ai6s, which brought blindness and sick- 
ness to the man who had committed perju^. The 
same kind of superstition was attaclied, it seems, 
to the Horkos-stream in Bithynia; that stream 
was considered a most horrible one to swear by, 
as it used to pull the perjurer towards its whirl- 
pools. A very curious development of this idea is 
presented by the legend relating to the water of 
the Styx. Hesiod tells us (Thcog. 782 ff.) tliat the 
gods themselves used a form of ordeal to make 
sure of the truth in cases of dispute. 

Iris was sent by Zeus to bring to Oiympua a can of water 
from an underground stream (the Styx). The litigants had to 
drink of that water and the god who had made a false assertion 
would be overtaken bv ‘ sleeping sickness’ which lasted a year. 
When the ordeal had ‘in this way led to a declaration of guilt, 
the deity convicted of the crime had to suBer further punish- 
ment for nine years and was, during that time, doprivea of the 
food which conferred immortality on the gods. 

We have no such detailed description as to an 
appeal to the Styx by mortals, although the oath 
by the water of the Styx was regarded as an 
especially terrible form of imprecation. The Hor- 
kos-stream in Thessalia is described thus : 

opKou yap SeivoO X-rvyov uSavir coriv airoppuf (If. ii. y65) ; 05 
T< ulytoTov opKov finvoTards t« ttIXci posopeo-o-t tfroia-u. (t 6 . 
xv. S7f.). 

In a very definite form the practice of ordeal is 
described in Sophocles, Antigone, 204 ff. ; 

5’ tTOifiOt Kal aipetv 

KoX irvp 5iepTr<ti% ical opK^fiOTtit' 
rb pijTC Spacrai tu fin’ei 6 eV(ti 
Tb TTpa^pa ^ovXevcrai'Ti pTjT* <ipya<rp<»'«. 

The mJSpoi remind us forcibly of the ordeal of 
red-hot iron which w.os so widely diffused in 
medimval practice, and there can be no doubt tliat 
in this case a regular form of procedure before 
umpires was gone through. This particular ordeal 
may even liave left a trace in Athenian practice, 
if the oath by the fire alluded to by DemosthenD.s 
(liv. 40) may be referred to the trial by red-hot 
iron. 

The scantiness of information about actual trials 


must not lead to the conclusion that the recourse 
to these or similar practices, was very rare. The 
extreme decentralization of Greek life and custom 
made it po^ible for the minor commonwealths to 
keep up ancient rites which had almost disappeared 
from the principal cities. We may notice in this 
connexion that the practice of finding out the guilt 
of a murderer by watching the oscillations of a 
suspended battle-axe [axinomaniia) is reported 
(Pliny, HN xxxvi. 19), although it is impossible 
to settle the exact area in which such a practice 
was imed. Something of the same kind was also 
used in connexion with shells, in the movement of 
which popular superstition discovered indications 
as to suspected guilt. 

Literattoe. — R. Hirzel, Der Bid, Leipzig, 1902 ; K. Binding 
and others, Zum attesten Stra/recht der liuUurcolker (mis- 
cellanea in answer to queries by Mommsen), do. 1905. 

Paul ViNOGnADOFF. 

ORDEAL (Hebrew). — The only OT practice 
which involves the application of an ordeal in the 
proper sense of that term is described in Nu 
It was resorted to in order to disclose the guilt or 
tlie innocence of a wife accused by her husband 
of adultery. The ordeal was administered by the 
priest, who placed in the woman’s hands the 
‘jealousy offering’ (nxjij nop), consisting of barley 
meal (Q’ny^ nsij), without oil or incense upon it. 
Some of the dust of the tabernacle was placed in a 
vessel full of water, and the solemn oath of pur- 
gation was administered to the woman. 'Thereafter 
the oath (called in v.^ ‘ oath of cursing ’) 

was written on parchment, and the writing was 
then blotted out with the dust-impregnated water, 
which the woman was compelled to drink. If she 
was innocent", no effect followed; if guilty, ‘the 
water that causeth the curse shall enter into her 
and become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and 
her thiwh shall fall away’ (n? 7 ; ’"'J?? ■■’O??)) — 

the punishment thus falling upon the instruments 
of her sin. 

It is evident that the efficacy of the ordeal de- 
scribed is regarded as due entirely to divine inter- 
vention ; the ingredients employed are innocuous. 
No doubt fear of the result often led to a confession 
of guilt. It is equally clear that the result is ex- 
pected to show itself speedily (ct. S6(ci/i, iii. 4, 
where an interval of from two to three years is 
allowed). Unlike many of the prescriptions of the 
Levitical code, which were rather theoretical than 

r.actical, the ‘ jealousy ’ ordeal was really employed 

y the Jews {Ber. GSfis ; Eduy. v. 6 ; Sotah, i. 58). 
According to Jewish testimony {S6idh, ix. 9), it 
was efficacious only when the husband himself was 
innocent, and it w.as applied only in doubtful c.ases, 
and solely at the request of the husband {ib. iii. 6, 
iv. 2). Ib is said to have been abolished in the 
1st cent. A.D., at the instigation of Johanan ben 
Zakkai, because adultery on the part of husbands 
became so common that the ‘ bitter waters ’ had no 
effect when administered to an unfaithful wife {ib. 
ix. 49), Johanan grounded his action on Hos 4“. 

It is possible that the ‘jealousy’ ordeal is only 
a particul.ar instance of the water ordeal, which 
Robertson Smith and others believe to have been 
widely practised by the Hebrews (cf. Eel. Sem.^, 
London, 1894, p. ISI). It docs not appear to the 
pre.sent writer that there is any allusion to an 
ordeal in Ex 32™ (the children of Israel compelled 
to drink the dust of the golden cjilf), or in Ex 
[Eng, 8-»], or Jg 17= (cf.Lv 5>). 

Ltteratore. — B. Stade, ZATW xv. (189.5) 109-178; W. 
Nowack* L^hrb. drr hehr. ArcJidoto'jie, Freiburtr* 1S9J, ii. 21^ 
253; tho Comm, on ‘Num^icrs/ ofi loc., c«p. G. iJ. Gray (/CC, 
Edinburgh, 1003), wbo al«o discusses textual questions to which 
it has not been lound nccc'^ary to refer In article ; IIDB 
111. 273^ S25b; J-:m \\. 2 :Wlff.; PliE^ rii. S3-35; JB, artt. 
•Ordeal* (ix. 427f.), and ' AduUcrv*(l. 2171.). 

J. A. Selbie. 
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ORDEAL (Hindu). — i. In Vedic texts. — ^So 
little of the early judicial procedure of the Indians 
is revealed to us by the Vedic texts that it is hardly 
to be wondered at if the traces of any use of the 
ordeal as a means of establishing disputed facts 
are of the slightest character. The oath in a 
similar use is seen by native tradition in one 
passage of the Bigveda (vii, 104. 14 f.), and it has 
been suggested that there are traces of the fire and 
water ordeals of later India in the story of Dirgha- 
tamas {Bigveda, i. 158. 4), while one hymn (ii. 12) 
of the Atharvaveda has been interpreted as in- 
tended to accompany the performance of the fire 
ordeal. But in all three cases the suggestion of an 
ordeal is inadmissible, and it is in the Brahmana 
literature that we find not only the oath (Aitareya 
Brahmavia, v. 30), but also the closely connected 
ordeal. In the Panchavim&a Brahmana (xiv. 6. 6) 
we are told that Vatsa established hiis purity of 
origin against a taunt by a rival bv walking 
through the fire — a phrase exactly parallel to that 
used in the Antigone (264) of Sophocles.’^ In the 
Chhandogya Upanisad (vi. 16), a work of the close 
of the Vedic period, we learn of the ordeal of carry- 
ing a heated axe as applied in a case of theft, and 
a parallel to this passage has been seen in the 
Bigveda (iii. 53. 22), but without any real ground. 
The KauiiJca Sutra (hi. 8) seems to refer to the 
ordeal by the hot piece of gold. Finally, in 
one passage of the &atapatha Brahmana (xi. 2. 7. 
33) there has been seen a reference to the balance 
ordeal as practised in later India. There remain, 
therefore, as proved for the Vedic period, say to 
500 B.O., no more than one voluntary ordeal and 
one apparently judicial, and neither of these 
accords with the ordeals of the jurists. 

2. In the early jurists. — The unimportance of 
ordeals in the Vedic period receives confirmation 
from the slight place which they occupy in the early 
jurists. In the Dharma Sutras, which belong to 
the period from 600 B.c. onwards, they are passed 
over in silence by all except the latest of all, 5pas- 
tamba, who (ii. H. 29. 6) merely refers to the use of 
ordeals as one way of deciding disputed cases. In 
the code of Manu the ordeal for the first time ap- 
pears as a definite part of judicial procedure. It 
stands in the closest connexion with the oath, and 
it is plain that the ordeals mentioned are merely 
more stringent forms of the oath, a characteristic 
which holds good of Hindu ordeals throughout 
their history. The commentators see in the pas- ! 
sage of Manu a reference (viii. 114-116) to the fire 
and water ordeals normal later, but this cannot be 
correct ; the reference is merely to the person sub- i 
jected to the ordeal escaping burning by the fire, \ 
and to his not being throw up by the water ; and, 
as the former ordeal is illustrated by the case of 
Vatsa, it seems clear that we have merely a case of 
fire-walking, and the second form was presumably 
nothing more or less than the ordinary Teutonic 
ordeal in which the person was thrown into the 
water and held innocent if he sank. The com- 
mentators say, in accord with the later usage, that 
these ordeals were reserved for graver oases. 

3. In the later juristic literature. — The Manava 
Dharma ^astra was probably redacted in its 
present shape before A.D. 200, and the first evidence 
for the development of a system of ordeals is found 
in the Smrtis of YajnavMkya and Vi§nu, dating 
probably from before A.D. 300. From that time 
on the Smrtis develop the subject in increasing 
detail and on the same lines. The most important 
accounts are those of Narada (c. _A.D. 500), pre- 
served in two versions, Brhaspati (c. A.D. 600), 
Katyayana, and Pitaroaha, who are possibly the 
former rather earlier, the latter rather later, than 

1 0. Oruppe, GHechische ilythologie, Munich, 1908, p. 877 ; 
cf. above, p. 621*. 


Brhaspati. The later text-books of law rely on the 
Smftis, and the continuity of practice is illustrated 
by the fact that in 1783 the chief magistrate of 
Benares was actually carrying out ordeals in the 
manner prescribed in the texts. In the course of 
time many changes took place in the mode of 
carrying out the ordeals, the number was increased, 
and detailed rules for their administration multi- 
p]ied--for the most part, it must be noted, in the 
direction of making the ordeal less onerous on the 
person by whom it was carried out. As usual, the 
texts difi'er in innumerable details, but the follow- 
ing are the chief points of importance in their ac- 
counts of the circumstances under which ordeals 
could be applied. 

(a) Conditions of application . — The form of pro- 
cedure contemplated in all cases is one by formal 
plaint expressed in wwiting, to which the defendant 
lodges a formal reply ; the mode of proof is then 
decided upon, and the decision is based on the 
success or failure of the defendant, or plaintiff, as 
the case may be, to make good his contention. The 
normal modes of proof recognized by the Smj-tis are 
documents and wtnesses, with a preference for the 
former, and it is only wken these two means fail 
to yield guidance, through insufficiency or equality 
of W’eiglit, that the ordeal can have a place, accoia- 
ing to Vajuavalkya ; the same rule seems usually 
to he recognized hy the other Smrtis, if not explicitly 
stated, while Katyayana goes so far as to rule that, 
even if only a part of the case can be established 
by witnesses, nevertheless the ordeal may not be 
applied. Even, however, wdien an ordeal is per- 
missible, there is one important limitation on its 
use : it implies normally that the other party shall 
undertake as part of the proceedings to accept the 
penalty appropriate, be it merely a fine or even 
corporal punishment. To this rule there are two 
kinds of exceptions : in the first place, if a man 
desires to justify himself, he may undertake, ac- 
cording to Narada, the ordeal "withont the other 
party undertaking to pay the penalty; in the 
second place, in cases of accusation of grave offences, 
which would be classified as crimes in modem juris- 
prudence, the king is aUowed to decide that the 
ordeal shall be imposed ivithout the accuser under- 
taking to bear the penalty, which would be, often 
at any rate, a capital one. These cases are given 
by Yajnavalkya as treason and great sins, by 
Visnu as offences against the king and offences of 
violence {sakasa) ; ■with this view Katyayana 
agrees, and Pitamaha allows in these cases the 
application only of the ordeal hy sacred libation. 
Narada has tivo different accoimts : in the first he 
restricts the administration of the ordeal without 
the other party accepting the penalty to cases of 
high treason and to the king’s oivn servants ; in the 
second he allows it in all cases of persons suspected 
by the king or denounced as criminals by inter- 
course with robbers. This version is noteworthy 
by reason of the stress laid on the_ rule that the 
ordeal should never he resorted to without the ctm- 
sent of the plaintiff, and by the statement that the 
ordeal is superior to human methods of 
Brhaspati prescribes the ordeal for rufBaus, 
terers, forgers of gems, pearls, or coral, and those 
who withhold deposits, and authorizes its employ- 
ment for serious crimes or the appropriation or a 
deposit even when there are witnesses. But, though 
he asserts the superiority of ordeals properly ad- 
ministered to witnesses, he still restricts the use 
normally to cases where doubt arises as to a docn- 
nient or oral evidence and where ratiocination 
fails. Apparently in the special cases mentioned 
the ordeal might be imposed •ndthont the _ other 
party accepting a penalty, but this point is le c 
obscure by the text. Pitamaha shows that ordea 
were not regarded universally irith confidence, as 
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he provides for the case where there is no human 
evidence and where_ the two parties do not wish 
to resort to ordeal, in which event the king is to 
decide. The cases which thus are left to be dealt 
with hy ordeal — normally only in the absence of 
human means of proof — are offences against the 
king, serious crimes, especially those of violence 
and adultery, theft and robbery, the withholding 
of a deposit or denial of an obligation, and matters 
done in secret, in the interior of a house, in a forest, 
or so long ago that there can be no evidence, and 
cases where the human evidence is perjured or 
otherwise suspect. 

Even when an ordeal is permitted, however, it 
need not take any more severe form than that of 
an oath, the Smrtis being all agreed that the oath 
is a form of ordeal suited for the lesser cases. 
Strictly speaking, it would seem from Manu that 
the test of the truth of the oath was whether any 
calamity came to the swearer, hut, as no time 
within which the test was to he made good is speci- 
fied in the later Smftis, and, as the oath is reserved 
for cases of less weight, it seems probable that in 
point of fact the sanction of the oath itself was 
considered to be sufficient.^ Visnu specifies in de- 
tail the oaths for smaller offences, estimated in 
money- value as not exceeding 5 Iq-snalas in the case 
of a Sudra ; for an offence valued at or exceeding 5 
kj'snalas but under half a mvarna the ordeal hy 
sacred libation is imposed; for any more serious 
case any of the other four, the* balance, fire, 
water, and poison. In the case of a Vaisya the 
rates are increased twofold, for a Ksatriya three- 
fold, for a Brahman fourfold, hut he is exempt 
from the ordeal hy sacred libation unless as a test 
of his future conduct in a transaction ; any one con- 
victed previously of crime must he subjected to an 
ordeal, however trifling the amount. Brhaspati 
prescribes for persons of the lowest order the 
oison ordeal when property worth .1000 papists has 
een stolen, the fire ordeal where the value is 750, 
the hot oil where the value is 400, the ordeals by 
rice, sacred libation, and dharma and adharma for 
values of 300, 160, and 100 respectively, and the 
ordeal hy the ploughshare for the theft of a cow. 
These sums are doubled and quadrupled for persons 
of superior merit. Narada and Fitamaha agree in 
ascribing the rice ordeal to cases of larceny. _ The 
other Smi-tis leave the matter to the discretion of 
the king or the presiding judge. 

Normally the ordeal fell to be performed hy the 
defendant, but Yajiiavalkya and Narada clearly 
ermit it to be performed, by mutual agreement, 
y the plaintifT, the defendant then undertaking 
the payment of the penalty. This, however, seems 
distinctly to be contrary to the views of Visnu, 
Katyayana, and Fitamaha. Katyayana alone 
appears to allow a substitute to undertake the 
performance of the ordeal, but only if the person 
concerned is an unbeliever, or guilty of one of the 
mortal sins, or of a mixed caste, or outside the 
Brahmanical community. 

{b) Limitations of the use of ordeals. — Certain 
restrictions are imposed on the use of ordeals ac- 
cording to the caste or the personal condition of the 
person concerned or the time of year. Narada,_in 
one version, Harita, and Fitamaha seek to provide 
that the ordeals by the balance, fire, water, and 
poison shall be assigned to the Brahman, Ksatriya, 
Vaisya, and Sfidra respectively ; and Katyavana, 
while giving as an alternative the use of all kinds 
for all castes, exempts the Brahman from the water 
ordeal. Elsewhere Narada states that ordeals 
should not he imposed on persons performing vows, 
ascetics, women, distressed persons, and those who 
are diseased ; that the poison ordeal is not to be 
inflicted on the young, the old, ascetics, distressed 
1 So in Greece (Hesiod, Theog, 785 ft.). 


persons, and madmen ; that the balance is the 
suitable ordeal for eunuchs, distressed and afflicted 
ersons, infants, old men, and the blind, and the 
alance and the sacred libation for women. He also 
forbids the use of poison for bilious people, water 
for those distressed, and fire for lepers, tlie blind, 
and those with bad nails. Visnu prescribes the 
balance for Brahmans, women, infirm old men, sick 
persons, and pemons deficient in an organ of sense, 
and forbids the use of fire in the case of lepers, infirm 

E ersons, and blacksmiths, of poison for lepers, 
ilious persons, and Briihmans, of water for persons 
affected by phlegm or other illness, the timid or 
asthmatic, or those who live by water, and of 
sacred libation for atheists or in time of disease. 
Katyayana agrees in forbidding the use of fire for 
blacksmiths and water for fishermen, and adds a 
prohibition of poison in the case of sorcerers, pre- 
sumably because their native element would be too 
favourable to the accused. 

As regards time, the rule is that the fire ordeal 
is appropriate in tlie rains and the cold and chilly 
seasons, the water ordeal in summer and autumn, 
the poison ordeal in the cold and the chilly seasons, 
while the balance is improper only in stormy 
weather ; but these rules are, it is clear, rather 
counsels of perfection than binding regulations. 
An ordeal should never be performed in the after- 
noon, at noon, or at the twilight, but in the morn- 
ing, and in a suitable public place. 

(c) The numbers an d kinds of ordeals. — Y aj fiaval- 
kya gives a list of five ordeals : the balance, fire, 
water, poison, and sacred libation ; and this list is 
also found in Visnu. Narada, how'ever, in one ac- 
count adds to it the ordeals of rice and the hot piece 
of gold, and Katyayana agrees with this account ; 
Harita, who also gives seven, has that of choosing 
lots in place of the hot piece of gold. Brhaspati and 
Fitamaha bring up the number to nine by adding 
to Narada’s list the ordeals of the ploughshare, and 
dharma and adharma. These nine alone are recog- 
nized as admitted by the law as legal means of 
proof, and the Smj-tis expressly state that irregular 
ordeals are quite improper. In all cases the ordeals 
are essentially religious in nature, and certain 
features derived from this characteristic are com- 
mon to all forms. The person affected must, as in the 
case of a great sacrifice, fast the day before, and he 
must bathe and perform the rite in wet garments ; 
each ordeal is accompanied by prayers, which, 
according to Yajnavalkya, are to be said by the 
accused, but, according to the other Smj-tis, by a 
Brahman ; in each case offerings are made, and 
the presiding judge is actually compared to the 
adhvaryu, or sacrificing priest, while in the case 
of the ordeal by balance the balance is treated 
in a manner analogous to the use of the sacred 
post at the normal sacrifice. The place must be 
public, in the hall of justice, or before the king’s 
palace, or a temple, or at cross roads, just as a 
royal sacrifice is public. 

In the ordeal by balance two posts ate erected, 6 ft. high, and 
a transverse beam is placed over them 3 ft. long j from it by nn 
iron hook is suspended the beam of the balance, which is ft. 
long, and from the two ends of which scales are suspended, the 
ends working in arches to permit of the accurate marking of 
the position of the scales. Then the defendant is put on one side 
and on the other nn equal weight of stone, earth, etc., the posi- 
tion of the scales is marked, the defendant descends ; the Judge 
then adjures the man charged with the weighing; and the 
balance, and the defendant is re-weighed, being acquitted if he 
proves lighter than at the first time. If he is of equal weight, he 
IS condemned, according to Vifpu and Kfirnda, but re-weighed, 
according to Bfhaspati, who provides lor his condemnation if 
the scales break, while NSrada acquits him and Vlfpu requires a 
re-weighing. 

In the fire ordeal the defendant is required to walk at an even 
pace across seven circles of 10 afigulas in diameter and separated 
by an equal distance, carrying in his hand a piece of iron of 60 
palas In weight, mode red-hot. Tlie number of circles is given 
as eight and nine by Narada and Pitamaha respeetively, but in 
each case the defendant stands in the first, and in the second 
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case he drops the ball in the Iast.l The hands are marked before 
the ceremony to show any abrasions, and, before the iron is 
placed on them, seven leaves of the fiv-tree are put on, and, 
accordin]? to some authorities, grains, iatnl and durvd leaves, 
end curds also. If the hands on examination show no sign of 
burning, the ordeal is a proof of innocence. Before the iron is 
placed in the defendant’s hands, the Judge addresses a prayer to 
the dre to decide the case. If the defendant drops the iron, the 
test must be repeated. 

In the water orde.al the defendant is required to plunge under 
water wMe holding on to a man standing upright in the water, 
and to keep below the surface until a runner fetches an arrow 
shot from a bow at the place of immersion. This ordeal, which 
wasobviouslya very severe one in its simplest form as it appears 
in Yajnavalkya and Tispu, is rendered less unfair by the rule of 
Harada and Bfhaspati that three arrows are to be shot from a 
bow of middle strength, that the midmost of the three arrows is 
to be chosen, and that two men are to be used, one to go to it 
and one to return. A further refinement noted Narada makes 
the distance one of 225 ft., while Katyayana allows the innocence 
of the defendant to be recognized although the top of his head 
may be seen above the water before the return of the runner. 
In this case the prayer is addressed to the water before the 
defendant enters it. 

The ordeal by poison consists in the administration of seven 
paras of the poison of the ip'iga plant from the Himalaya or the 
Vatsanabha (Aconitum ferox) mixed in ghi ; the accused is kept 
in a shaded place for the rest of the day without food, and is 
acijulttcd if he shows no signs of untoward effects. Narada 
mitigates the severity of this rule by limiting the time for 
untoward symptoms to the period occupied by 600 hand-claps, 
and then allows the use of antidotes. In this case the prayer is 
addressed to the poison itself. 

The ordeal by sacred libarion consists in drinking three 
mouthfuls of water in which images either of dread deitiesor of 
the man’s special deity have been bathed. The test of innocence 
is the freedom in the following 7, 14, or 21 days from any calamity- 
such as illness, lire, death of kin, or punishment by the king, 
the latter provision affording considerable room for unfair treat- 
ment of the accused, which seems to be avoided hy Byhaspati 
and Pitamaha, who omit this detail. In place of a prayer the 
accused denies the charge formally. 

The rice ordeal consists in chewing a number of unhusked 
rice-grains mixed with water in which an image of the sun has 
been bathed. 'The accused states the charge and faces east, i.e. 
towards the sun, as he eats ; injurj- to the gums, theappearance 
of blood when he spits out the grams on a leaf, or trembling is a 
proof of guilt. 

The ordeal by the hot piece of gold consists in taking out 
a hot piece of gold or a signet-ring from a pot of boiling ght, 
or ghi and oil, with the thumb and forefinger; innocence is 
proved by absence of injury to the finger, and the prayer is 
addressed to the boiling liquid. 

In the ploughshare ordeal a piece of iron, twelve paJas in 
weight, is formed intoa ploughshare, and made red-hot ; the thief 
must lick it ivith his tongue, and is acquitted if it escapes injury. 

In the ordeal by dharma and adkarma images of these two 
powers are painted on leaves, which are duly worshipped and 
then wrapped in balls of earth and placed in a jar, from -n-hich 
the defendant must draw one. If he draws the dharma lot, 
then be is to be honoured by the assessors before whom the trial 
takes place, just as in the case of the five main ordeals Narada 
prescribes that, if the defendant is successful, he is to receive a 
sum of 150 panas as a reward — from what source is not clear. 

4 . In non-juristic literature. — ^The evidence of 
the jurists is supported by the occasional references 
to ordeals found in other portions of the literature. 
Thus in the Mahabhdrata (iii. 134. 27 fi’.), ■which is 
parallel in time -with Mann, "we hear of a man 

E rovino an assertion hy entering the ivater, and a 
re ordeal seems also to be referred to in Sita’s 
vindication of herself in the Bdmdyaiia (vi. 116), 
hut only in the vague sense of the ordeal as found 
in Mann. It is in harmony with this that the 
ordeals play no part in the Artha &iistra, which 
may® belong to the period before the Christian era. 
On the other hand, in act ix. of the MrchchhakatiJza 
we find a criminal trial conducted upon the model 
laid duwn by Narada and Brhaspati, and decided 
by evidence, while the condemned man alludes to 
the four ordeals of fire, -(vater, poison, and the 
balance. The Panchatantra (i. 403) expresses the 
rule of the Smrtis, w'hich prefer documents to 
witnesses and witnesses to ordeals as a means of 
proof. Hiuen Tsiang {7bh cent.) mentions the fire, 
water, poison, and balance ordeals, but his account 
of the poison and water ordeals differs considerably ; 
in the latter the process adopted -was to fling into 
1 The number 7 is here the primitive number, and this fact 
tells against a historical connexion with the 9 in Teutonic ordeajs/-' 
(K. Weinhold, Diemvstuche Xeunzaht lei den Deutschen, Berlin, 
1897, p. S3). ■ tv 

2 A. B. Keith, JJiAS, 1916, p. 137. P 


water the man tied in one sack and a stone tied in 
another, and innocence could be prov’ed only by 
the man sinking and the stone floating. Suleunan 
(A.D. 851) mentions the fire ordeal and that 'with 
boiling fluid. Al-Biruni ( 11 th cent.) has a full 
account (.India, tr. E. Sachau, London, 18S8, ii. 
169 f.); he stat^ the preference for documentary 
proof, then the use of witnesses, failing whom 
divine tests are resorted to. The defendant must 
normally swear, but he may also tender an oath to 
the suitor, and the form of test ranges from the 
oath to the ordeal in the narrower sense of the 
word. The first ordeal is that by fire, the second 
that by water, in which the proof of innocence is 
afforded by the accused escaping drowning when 
thrown into a deep_ well or a deep and rapid river. 
The third is the drinking of holy water, guilt being 
proved by the vomiting of blood. The fourth is 
the balance, innocence being proved by increase 
of weight, not decrease. The fifth and sixth are 
the ordeals of the hot piece of gold and the fire in 
the usual forms. It is clear that the local practice 
varied ; thus the SmrtichandriJca (c. A.D. 1200) 
states that the water and the poison ordeals were 
obsolete at that time, but this statement can have 
applied only to the school of lawyers in whose 
circles that 'work was produced. Right down to 
the introduction of the rule of British law which 
forbids ordeals, there is abundant evidence in India 
of the practice of many difterent ordeals. , Thus 
'Ali Ibrahim Khan gives as practised at his own 
time, ostensibly in accordance with older texts, 
variants of the ploughshare anfl poison ordeals. 
As tests of untches we hear of the use of the ordeal 
of handling hot balls, the walking over hot coals 
and heated ploughshares, the throwing into water, 
the test by tying a bag of cayenne pepper over the 
head (if it failed to sufibcate, guilt was held to be 
proved), and the rubbing of the eyes \vith capsicum 
(failure to shed tears was thought to establish 
innocence). 


BiTEkATCRE. — ^Por the Vedio period see H. Zimmer, Alt- 
indisehes lAben, Berlin, 1879, p. 183 1. ; M. Bloomfield, JAOS 
xiii. I18S7] p. exxi ff. ; A. Weber, Indisefie Studien, Berlin, 
1859-98, ix. (1865) 44 f., X. [1568) 73 f. ; R. Pischel and K. F. 
Geldncr, Vedische Studien, Stuttgart, ISSS-pOl, ii. [1892] 159 ; 
A. A. Macdoaell and A. B. Keith, Yedie Index, London, 
1912, 1. 364 1. The passacres ot llanu, Visnu, Narada. and 
Brhaspati dealing nith ordeals are translated by G. Buhler and 
J. Jolly in SEE xxv. P8S6), vii. [1880], and xxxiU. [1889], Ot 
the accounts of ordeals in the later juristic literature the most 
important are those in the J/itdkfaro (c. a.d. 1100), a com- 
mentarj-on the Yajnavalhya Smrti, in the SmrtichandTikd oi 
Devapnabhafja, in the Eivyatattva ol Eaghunandana (c. e.D. 
1600), and in the Viramitrodaya ol ilitramis’ra (e. a. 0 . 1700). 
OI modem accounts the most important are those ot A, F. 
Stenzler, EOJ/ff ix. [1855] 661-682, E. Schlagintweit. Eie 
Gottesurtheile der Indier, Jlunich, 1866, and J. Jolly, Eecht 
und Sitte, Strassburg, 1890, pp. 144-146. The question of the 
connexion of Indian and other Indo-European ordeals is dis- 
cussed by A. Kaegi, Alter und Uerkunft des germamsehen 
Gottesurtheile, Zuricb, 1887, and E. W. Hopbins, Eeligwns of 
India, London. 1896, pp. 275-279. The modem mtch ordeals 
mentioned are given by W. Crooke, PR-, do. ^96, u. 271 f. 

A. B. Keith. 


ORDEAL (Iranian).— At what period in the 
history of Iran the practice of the ordeal originated 
we have no means of determining. Tradition, as 
reflected in the legendary portion of Firdausi’s 
Shahnamah,^ assigns to that custom a vogue in 
very remote antiquity. The innocence and punty 
Qf Siyavnsh, or Siyavakhsh, son of Kaika us, the 
second in the line of the so-called Kaianian kings, 
could be vindicated only by the use of the lire 
ordeal, to whicli be elected to submit himself. 
Two colossal tvalls of -wood ® were erected at just 


Ed. T. Macan, Calcutta, 1829, i, 
•ner, London, 190517., ii. 218 ff. 
t ■ V tradition associated the 
’'•'•■guh, a city • 
Ibn Haukaie 
- or a large . 
connected 
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such a distance apart as would barely allow a 
horseman to pass between them. Siyavush, how- 
ever, emerged from between the flaming walls 
without scar or bum, thereby placing his honour 
beyond cavil, while his slanderess, Sudabeh, had 
not Siyavush magnanimously interceded for her, 
would have been put to death. 

1. Sources. — The existing portions of the Avesta 
contain few allusions to ordeals ; and the passages 
usually so interpreted (Ys. xxxi. 3, xliii. 4, li. 9 
ISBE xxxi. (1S87) 41, 100, 181 f.] ; Vend. iv. 46, 64 
[SBE iv.^ (1895) 46, 48 f.]), with, perhaps, the 
exception of Vendiddd, iv. 46, 64, are not .suffi- 
ciently explicit to render beyond doubt a reference 
to an ordeal as essential to their right understand- 
ing (but see below). If, therefore, we had formed 
our ideas of the place of the ordeal in the legal and 
religious life of the Iranians from the meagre and 
somewhat ambiguous references to that rite in 
the existing parts of the Zoroastrian scriptures, 
we should have erred grievously. It is to Pahlavi 
literature that we owe our knowledge of the very 
extensive and important use of the ordeal in early 
and later Ir anian times. The Pahlavi Dlnkart has 
preserved a brief account of the contents of the 
lost nasks of the Avesta, and, although details are, 
unfortunately, wanting, we are thus able, in a 
measure, to form a conception of the prevalence 
and the elaborate development of ordeals and 
their ceremonies in Avestan times. The Datistdn- 
i-Dintk, Shdyast la-Shdyast, and Zdt-Sparam also 
materially supplement our knowledge. 

2. Origin and history. — The institution of the 
ordeal is attributed to Zoroaster in the Dlnkart 
(VII. v. 4-6 {SBE xlvii. (1897) 74 f.]) : 

‘And one marvel is the provision, by ZaratOsht, of the 
achievement of the ordeal, that indicator of the acquitted and 
incriminated ... of which it is said in revelation there are 
about thirty-three kinds. These, too, the disciples of Zara- 
tCsht kept in use, after that time, until the collapse of the 
monarchy of Iriln.’f 

Whether that statement represents historical fact 
or not cannot, of course, be definitely ascertained.® 
That the ordeal in some of its forms was practised 
in the Prophet’s time and by him has much prob- 
ability. And the veneration uith which it is 
spoken of in so many of the references to it is due, 
perhaps, only in a lesser degree to the belief in its 
institution and use by Zoroaster than to its being 
the instrument of a divine communication. 

3. Purposes and functions. — The general purpose 
of the ordeal, properly so called, was to discover 
guilt and innocence where other evidence was 
absent or insufficient. It was an invocation to 
God to judge and reveal His decision where human 
knowledge failed. Hence the appropriate and 
descriptive character of the German term Gottcs- 
urtheil for this rite. 

But among the Iranians, at least, the ordeal had 
another, though kindred, function. It served as a 
test not merely of the innocence or guilt of a 
person, bub of the truth or falsity of a religious 
system or a religious movement together with the 
veraciousness of the apostle or leader of such a 
religion. Its function in Zoroastrianism_ was 
identical with that of miracles for the Christian 
and Jewish religions and of the mu jizat in Muham- 
madanism. In the Zdt-Sparam Zoroaster r®' 
presented as undergoing a form of the fire ordeal 
with this purpose : 

'The arehangels exhibited three kinds of IPl 

ordeal] for the religion ; first, by means of fires, and ZaratOsht 
walked three steps on them, with the words, “ .thou^^> 
good words, and good deeds,” and was not burnt (xxi. 
xlvii. ISS [.]). 


The Dlnkart exemplifies the performance of the 
ordeal of molten metal for tlie same end by a 
reference to the deed of Aturpat, son of MShras- 
pand, under the Sasanian king Shahpuhr ii. (a.d. 
309-379), when the Zoroastrian faith was in conflict 
with the Manichtean heresy. 

_ ‘ These, too [i.c. the ordeals], the disciples of Zaratflsht kept 
in use, after that time - . . and the custom of one of them is 
that of pouring melted inetal on the bre.ast, as in the achieve- 
ment of the sahitly Aturpa^, son of Sfahraspancl, through 
whose preservation a knowledge about the religion was diffused 
in the world ; and of the manifestation, too, through that first 
wonder, this is also said, on the same subject. In the goixi 
religion, that of those, many, when they behold that rite of 
ordeal, it convinces the wicked’ (vii. v. 6 [SBE xlvii. 74 f.]). 

4. Forms. — The DlnJxcrt, as already mentioned, 
states that revelation (meaning thereby, no doubt, 
the Avesta) recognized about 33 kinds (vii. v. 4 f.). 
If so many were in use at any period, only com- 
paratively few of that number are mentioned in 
any documents. There would seem to have been a 
general classification into hot and cold ordeals. 
According to the Shdyast la-Shdyast'^ (xiii. 17 
[SBE v. (1880) 360]), tliere were six hot ordeals. 
Fire itself would, naturally, constitute at least one, 
and, in various forms, possibly more than one of 
the six. The instance, already referred to, in 
which Zoroaster is described as walking on fires, 
would seem to indicate that such a form involved 
bodily contact with that element® — its sacred 
character notwithstanding. On the other hand, 
if we accept a reference to an ordeal, so called, ns 
implicit in Fs. xxxi. 3, no physical contact is 
presupposed. The revelation, or ‘ decision ’ be- 
tween the ‘disputants,’ for which the prophet 
prays, was evidently expected by the discernment, 
through the spirit, of the form or colour or some 
other visible feature of the sacred fire. In the 
strict and narrower sense of the term the procass 
was not a case of ordeal ; it was rather an instance 
of divination, the ordeal being really a species of 
divination (see also art. Divination [Vcdic], vol. 
iv. p. 829). But in the Pahlavi books the name 
‘ ordeal ’ (varih) is applied to both indiscriminately. 
The sacred twig, or barsom, ordeal (haresmok 
varth), mentioned more than once in these books, 
belong to the same category (see Dink. A'lli. 
xxxviii. [SBE xxxvii. 121 ft.]). 'Whether wo 
should deduce from the passage, 'The Gdthds lor 
an ordeal of the spiritual existence ’ (16. IX. xvii. 8), 
that those hymns had a similrr function it is 
impossible to determine. It may be nothing 
more than a metaphorical expression. The whole 
passage is obscure. 

The clearest and most explicit reference to an 
ordeal in the existing portions of the Avesta is to 
another of the heat onfeals, namely, boiling water. 

‘Before the boiling water publicly prepared, O Spitaraa 
Zarathushtra 1 let no one make bold to deny having received 
[from his neighbour) the ox or the garment in his possession. 

. . . Down there the pain for his deed shali be as hard ns any 
in this world : to wit, the deed of a man, who, knowingly lying, 
confronts the brimstoned, golden, trutli-knowing water with an 
appeal unto Kashnu and a lie unto Jfithra' (Vend. iv. 40, E4 
(SISE iv,2 40. 48 f.]). 

The water employed for this ordeal contained 
incense, brimstone, and molten gold. The formula 
recited at the performance of this rite was ns 
follows : 

• Before the Amshaspand Bahman, before the Amsliaspand 
Ardibehesht, here lighted up ... I swear that I hai-e nothing 
of what is thine, N. son of N., neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass, nor clothes, nor any of the things created by Ormazd’ 
(SEE iv. 49, note 2). 

Among the cold ordeals, one of the most fre- 
quently resorted to would appear to be that by 
poison. From the illustration in which the 
Ddfistan-i-Dlnlk (xKXvii. 74 [SBE xviii. 118S2) 102, 


fold, Leipzig, ISM, i. SO; F. Spiegel, Erdn. AUerthumskunde, 
do. 1871-7S, i. 90, 693 ; A. V. W. Jackson, Eersra Past and 
Present, New Tork and London, 1900, p. 341 f.). 

1 Cf. Dink. vn. vii. 2 (SBE xlvii. 82). 

2 See Jackson, Zoroaster, New Tork and London, 1S9S, p. »<- 


1 Hint work also claims to incorporate much material from 
lost nasks of the Avesta. See St. Hang, Essays on the Saered 
Lanovage, Writings, and Eeligion oj the Partis*, London, 
1907i p. 'lOO. 

2 But see Dint. vm. xl. 42 (SBL xxxvii. [1832] 59). 
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case he drops the ball in the last.i The hands are marked before 
the ceremony to show any abrasions, and, before the iron is 
placed on them, seven leaves of the fly-tree are put on, and, 
according- to some authorities, grains, rami and durva leaves, 
and curds also. If the hands on examination show no sign of 
burning, the ordeal is a proof of innocence. Before the iron is 
placed m the defendant’s hands, the judge addresses a prayer to 
the fire to decide the case. If the defendant drops the iron, the 
test must be repeated. 

In the water ordeal the defendant is required to plunge under 
water while holding on to a man standing upright in the water, 
and to keep below the surface until a runner fetches an arrow 
shot from a bow at the place of immersion. This ordeal, which 
was obviously a verj' severe one in its simplest form as it appears 
in Yajnavalkya and Vispu, is rendered less unfair by the rule of 
Narada and Bfhaspati that three arrows are to be shot from a 
bow of middle strength, that the midmost of the three arrows is 
to be chosen, and that two men are to be used, one to go to it 
and one to return. A further refinement noted by Narada makes 
the distance one of 225 ft., while Katyayana allows the innocence 
of the defendant to be recognized although the top of his head 
may be seen above the water before the return of the runner. 
In this case the prayer is addressed to the water before the 
defendant enters it. 

The ordeal by poison consists in the administration of seven 
yavas of the poison of the plant from the Himalaya or the 
Vatsanabha (Aconitum ferox) mixed in ghi ; the accused is kept 
in a shaded place for the rest of the day without food, and is 
acquitted if he shows no signs of untoward effects. Narada 
mitigates the severity of this rule by limiting the time for 
untoward symptoms to the period occupied by 600 hand-claps, 
and then allows the use of antidotes. In this case the prayer is 
addressed to the poison itself. 

The ordeal by sacred libation consists in drinking three 
mouthfuls of water in which images either of dread deities or of 
the man’s special deity have been bathed. The test of innocence 
is the freedom in the following 7, 14, or 21 days from any calamity 
such as illness, fire, death of kin, or punishment by the king, 
the latter provision affording considerable room for unfair treat- 
ment of the accused, which seems to be avoided by Bfhaspati 
and Pitfimaha, who omit this detail. In place of a prayer the 
accused denies the charge formally. 

The rice ordeal consists in chewing a number of unhusked 
rice-grains mixed with water in which an image of the sun has 
been bathed. The accused states the charge and faces east, i.e. 
towards the sun, as he eats ; injury to the gums, the appearance 
of blood when he spits out the grains on a leaf, or trembling is a 
proof of guilt. 

The ordeal by the hot piece of gold consists in taking out 
a hot piece of gold or a signet-ring from a pot of boiling ghi, 
or ghi and oil, with the thumb and forefinger ; innocence is 
proved by absence of injury to the finger, and the prayer is 
addressed to the boiling liquid. 

In the ploughshare ordeal a piece of iron, twelve palag in 
weight, is formed into a ploughshare, and made red-hot ; the thief 
must lick it with his tongue, and is acquitted it it escapes injury. 

In the ordeal by dharma and adhanna images of these two 
powers are painted on leaves, which are duly worshipped and 
then wrapped in balls of earth and placed in a jar, from which 
the defendant must draw one. If he draws the dharma lot, 
then he is to be honoured by the assessors before whom the trial 
takes place, just as in the case of the five main ordeals Narada 
prescribes that, if the defendant is successful, he is to receive a 
sum of 160 panas as a reward — from what source is not clear. 

4 . In non-juristic literature. — The evidence of 
the jurists is supported by the occasional references 
to ordeals found in other portions of the literature. 
Thus in the Mahdbharata (iii, 134. 27 ff.), which is 
parallel in time with Manu, we hear of a man 

E roving an assertion by entering the water, and a 
re ordeal seems also to be referred to in Sita’s 
vindication of herself in the Bdmdyana (vi. 116), 
but only in the vague sense of the ordeal as found 
in Manu. It is in harmony with this that the 
ordeals play no part in the Artha Rostra, which 
may - belong to the period before the Christian era. 
On the other hand, in act ix. of the Mfchchhalcatihd 
we find a criminal trial conducted upon the model 
laid down by Narada and Brhaspati, and decided 
by evidence, while the condemned man alludes to 
the four ordeals of fire, water, poison, and the 
balance. The PaMchatantra (i. 403) expresses the 
rule of the Sinptis, which prefer documents to 
witnesses and witnesses to ordeals as a means of 
proof. Hiuen Tsiang (7th cent.) mentions the fire, 
water, poison, and balance ordeals, but his account 
of the poison and water ordeals differs considerably ; 
in the latter the process adopted was to fling into 
1 The number 7 is here the primitive number, and this fact 
tells against ahistoricxil connexion with the 9 in Teutonic ordeals 
(K. W einhold, Die myslische Xeunzahi bei den Deutschen, Berlin, 
1S97. p. 53). 

2 A. B. Keith, JRAS, 1916, p. 137. 


water the man tied in one sack and a stone tied in 
another, and innocence could be proved only by 
the man sinking and the stone floating. Suleunan 
(A.D. 851) mentions the fire ordeal and that with 
boiling fluid. Al-Biruni ( 11 th cent.) has a full 
account (India, tr. E. Sachau, London, 1888, ii. 
159 f.); he states the preference for documeutarj' 
proof, then the use of witnesses, failing whom 
divine tests are resorted to. The defendant must 
normally swear, but he may also tender an oath to 
the suitor, and the form of test ranges from the 
oath to the ordeal in the narroiver sense of the 
word. The first ordeal is that by fire, the second 
that by water, in which the proof of innocence is 
afforded by the accused escaping drowning when 
thrown into a deep well or a deep and rapid river. 
The third is the drinking of holy water, guilt being 
proved by the vomiting of blood. The fourth is 
the balance, innocence being proved by increase 
of weight, not decrease. The fifth and sixth are 
the ordeals of the hot piece of gold and the fire in 
the usual forms. It is clear that the local practice 
varied ; thus the Sraftichandrikd (c. A.D. 1200) 
states that the water and the poison ordeals were 
obsolete at that time, but this statement can have 
applied only to the school of lawyers in whose 
circles that work was produced. Bight down to 
the introduction of the rule of British law which 
forbids ordeals, there is abundant evidence in India 
of the practice of many difierent ordeals. , Thus 
‘Ali Ibrahim Khan gives as practised at his omi 
time, ostensibly in accordance with older texts, 
variants of the ploughshare and poison ordeals. 
As tests of witches rve hear of the use of the ordeal 
of handling hot balls, the walking over hot coals 
and heated ploughshares, the throwing into water, 
the test by tying a bag of cayenne pepper over the 
head (if it failed to sufibcate, guilt was held to be 
proved), and the rubbing of the eyes with capsicum 
(failure to shed tears was thought to establish 
innocence). 


Litebattoe. — ^For the Vedio period see H. Zimmer, Alt - 
indisches Leben, Berlin, 1879, p. 183 1 . ; M. Bloomfield, JAOS 
xiii. (1887) p. cxxi ff. ; A. Weber, Indische Stxidien, Berlin, 
1850-98, ix. [1865) 441., x. [1868) 731.; R. Pischel and K. F. 
Geldner, Vedische Studien, Stuttgart, 1888-1901, ii. [1892) 159 ; 
A. A. Macdonell and A, B. Keith, Vedic Index, London, 
1912, i. 364 f. The passages ot Manu, Visnu, Narada, and 
Brhaspati dealing \vith ordeals are translated by G. Buhler and 
J. Jolly in SEE xxv. [1886), vii. [1880], and xxxiii. [1889). 01 
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1600), and in the Viramitrodaya ot MitramiSra (c. a.d. 1700). 
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ORDEAL (Iranian).— At what period in the 
history of Iran the practice of the ordeal originated 
we have no means of determining. Tradition, as 
reflected in the legendary portion of Firdausi’s 
ShahnamaW assigns to that custom a vogue in 
very remote antiquity. The innocence and purity 
of Siyavush, or oiyavaklish, son of Kaika us, the 
second in the line of the so-called Kaianian kings, 
could he vindicated only by the use of the lire 
ordeal, to which he elected to submit himself. 
Two colossal walls of wood^ were erected at just 


Ed. T. Macan, Calcutta, 1829, i. 396-398 ; tr. A. G. and E. 
riier, London, 190517., ii. 21S ff. 
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such a distance apart as would barely allow a 
horseman to pass between them. Siyavush, how- 
ever, emerged from between the flaming walls 
without scar or bum, thereby placing his honour 
beyond cavil, while his slanderess, Sudabeh, had 
not Siyavush magnanimously interceded for her, 
would have been pub to death. 

1. Sources. — The existing portions of the Avesta 
contain few allusions to ordeals ; and the passages 
usually so interpreted (Fs. xxxi. 3, xliii. 4, li. 9 
[SB£^ xxxi. (1887) 41, 100, 181 f.] ; Vend. iv. 46, 64 
[SHE iv.2 (1895) 46, 48 f.]), with, perhaps, the 
exception of Vendzdad, iv. 46, 54, are not suffi- 
ciently explicit to render beyond doubt a reference 
to an ordeal as essential to their right understand- 
ing (but see below). If, therefore, we had formed 
our ideas of the place of the ordeal in the legal and 
religious life of the Iranians from the meagre and 
somewhat ambiguous references to that rite in 
the existing parts of the Zoroastrian scriptures, 
we should have erred grievously. It is to Pahlavi 
literature that we owe our knowledge of the very 
extensive and important use of the ordeal in early 
and later Iranian times. The Pahlavi Dinkart has 
preserved a brief account of the contents of the 
lost naslcs of the Avesta, and, although details are, 
unfortunately, wanting, we are thus able, in a 
measure, to form a conception of the prevalence 
and the elaborate development of ordeals and 
their ceremonies in Avestan times. The Ddtistan- 
i-Dlnlk, Shdyast la-Shayast, and Zat-Sparam also 
materially supplement our Imowledge. 

2. Origin and history. — The institution of the 
ordeal is attributed to Zoroaster in the Dlnlcart 
(VII. V. 4-6 iSBE xlvii. (1897) 74 f.]) : 

‘And one marvel is the provision, by lHarataaht, ol the 
achievement of the ordeal, that indicator of the acquitted and 
incriminated ... of which it is said in revelation there are 
about thirty-three kinds. These, too, the disciples of Zara- 
tOaht kept in use, after that time, until the collapse of the 
monarchy of Iran.’i 

Whether that statement represents historical fact 
or not cannot, of course, be definitely ascertained.® j 
That the ordeal in some of its forms was practised 
in the Prophet’s time and by him has much prob- 
ability. And the veneration with which it is 
spoken of in so many of tlie references to it is due, 
perhaps, only in a lesser degree to the belief in its 
mstitution and use by Zoroaster than to its being 
the instrument of a divine communication. 

3. Purposes and functions. — The general purpose 
of the ordeal, properly so called, was to discover 
guilt and innocence where other evidence was 
absent or insufficient. It was an invocation to 
God to judge and reveal His decision where human 
knowledge failed. Hence the appropriate and 
descriptive character of the German term Gottes- 
urtheil for this rite. 

But among the Iranians, at least, the ordeal had 
another, though kindred, function. It served as a 
test not merely of the innocence or guilt of a 
person, but of the truth or falsity of a religious 
system or a religious movement together with the 
veraciousness of the apostle or leader of such a 
religion. Its function in Zoroastrianism^ was 
identical with that of miracles for the Christian 
and Jewish religions and of the miifizdt in Muham- 
madanism. In the Zdt-Sparam Zoroaster is re- 
presented as undergoing a form of the fire ordeal 
with this purpose : 

'The archangels e.vhibited three kinds of achievement [or 
ordeal] for the religion ; first, by means of fires, and ZaratOsht 
walked three steps on them, wth the words, “good thoughts, 
good words, and good deeds,” and was not burnt '(xxi. 24[SJS£ 

xlvii. 16 Sf.]). 


feld, Leipzig, 18GG, i. S6 ; F. Spiegel, Erdn. AltertJiumskunde, 
do. 1871-78, i. 9G, 698 ; A. V. W. Jackson, Persia Past and 
Present, New York and London, 1900, p. 341 f.). 

1 Cf. Vinf:. VII. vii. 2 (SHE xlrii. 82). 

2 See Jackson, Zoroaster, New York and London, 1898, p. 97. 


The DlnJcart exemplifies the performance of the 
ordeal of molten metal for tlie same end by a 
reference to the deed of Atur2)at, son of Mahras- 
pand, under the Sasanian king Sliillipuhr li. (A.D. 
309-379), when the Zoroastrian faith was in conflict 
with the hlanichsean heresy. 

_ ‘These, too [i.e. the ordeals], the disciples of Zaratfisht kept 
in use, after that time . . . and the custom of one of them is 
that of pouring melted metal on the bre.ast, ns in the achieve- 
ment of the saintly Aturpaf, son of Slahraspand, through 
whose preservation a knowledge about the religion was diffused 
in the world ; and of the manifestation, too, ttirough that first 
wonder, this is also said, on the same subject, in the good 
religion, that of those, many, when they behold that rite of 
ordeal, it convinces the wicked’ (vu. v. 6 [SEE xlvii. 74 1.]). 

4. Forms. — The Dinicart, as already mentioned, 
states that revelation (meaning thereby, no doubt, 
the Avesta) recognized about 33 kinds (Vii. v. 4 f.). 
If so many were in use at any period, only com- 
paratively few of that number are mentioned in 
any documents. There would seem to have been a 
general classification into hot and cold ordeals. 
According to tlie Shdyast la-Shdyast^ (xiii. 17 
{SBE V. (1880) 360]), there were six hot ordeals. 
Fire itself would, naturally, constitute at least one, 
and, in various forms, possibly more than one of 
the six. The instance, already referred to,' in 
which Zoroaster is described as walking on fires, 
would seem to indicate that such a form involved 
bodily contact with that element® — its sacred 
character notwithstanding. On the other hand, 
if we accept a reference to an ordeal, so called, as 
implicit in Fy. xxxi. 3, no physical contact is 
presupposed. The revelation, or ‘ decision ’ be- 
tween the ‘disputants,’ for which the prophet 
prays, was evidently expected by the discernment, 
through the spirit, of the form or colour or some 
other visible feature of the sacred fire. In the 
strict and narrower sense of the term the process 
was not a case of ordeal ; it was rather an instance 
of divination, the ordeal being really a species of 
divination (see also art. Divination [Vedic], vol. 
iv. p. 829). But in the Pahlavi books the name 
‘ ordeal ’ {varih) is applied to both indiscriminately. 
The sacred twig, or harsom, ordeal (baresmok 
varth), mentioned more than once in these books, 
belongs to the same category (see Dink. Vili. 
xxxviii. [SBE xxxvii. 121 ft'.]). Whether we 
should deduce from the passage, ‘ The Gdthas for 
an ordeal of the spiritual existenne ’ [ib. ix. xvii. 8), 
that those hymns h.ad a siniil.-r function it is 
impossible to determine. It may be nothing 
more than a metaphorical expression. The whole 
passage is obscure. 

The clearest and most explicit reference to an 
ordeal in the existing portions of the Avesta is to 
another of the heat ordeals, namely, boiling water. 

‘Before the boiJing water publicly prepared, O Spitama 
Zaratbushtra 1 let no one make bold to deny having received 
(from his neighbour] the ox or the garment in his possession, 
j . . . Down there the pain for his deed shall be as hard ns any 
in this world : to wit, the deed of a man, who, knowingly lying, 
confronts the brimstoned, golden, truth-knowing water with an 
appeal unto Rashnu and a lie unto Mithra ’ (Vend. iv. 46, 64 
(Sfeiv.2 46, 481.]). 

The water employed for this ordeal contained 
incense, brimstone, and molten gold. The formula 
recited at the performance of this rite was as 
follows : 

‘ Before the Amshaspand Bahman, before the Arnshaspand 
Ardibehesht, here lighted up ... I swear that I have nothing 
of what is thine, N. son of N., neither gold, nor siivcr, nor 
brass, nor clothes, nor any of the things created by Ormazd' 
(SBE iv. 49, note 2). 

Among the cold ordeals, one of the most fre- 
quently resorted to would appear to be that by 
poison. From the illustration in which the 
Datistdn-i-Dinik (xxxvii. 14 [SBE xvm.{18S2) 102, 

1 That work also claims to incorporate much material from 
lost nasks of the Avesta. See M. Haug, Essays on the Sami 
Language, Writings, and Eeligion of the Parsis^, London, 
1907, p. 106. 

2 But see Dink. vm. xx. 42 (SEE xxxvii. [1E92] 69). 
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and note, p. 102 f.]) refers to this ordeal, it would 
appear that the two litigants chose each a particu- 
lar kind of poison, and each took or was supposed 
to take his own and his opponent’s poison. Fre- 
quently, however, a dishonest litigant substituted 
an innocent powder for his own poison. But 
nemesis always followed, since he could not avoid 
taking his opponent’s. The more cautious litigant 
took his opponent’s poison, hut trusted to being 
able to diagnose the nature of that poison, and 
then selected as his own one that was its antidote, 
and thus himself survived. 

Associated with the ordeal of walking on fires 
and that of pouring molten metal on the bosom, 
and devoted to the same purpose, was the surgical 
ordeal : 

‘ Cutting’ with a knife and the vital parts becoming visible . . . 
^vith a flowing forth of blood ; and, after the hands had been 
rubbed over it, it became healed ' (_Za(-Sparam, xxi. 26 ISBE 
xlvii. 159]). 

One further aspect under which the Iranians 
practised ordeal was that of excessive eating 
(paurH-khurano). The Dlnkart, detailing the 
contents of the Nikadum Nask, attributes to it 
the efficacy of causing escape from distress by 
bailifis (vin. xx. 33). 

S* Regulations governing performance of 
ordeals. — The choice of, and preparation for, as 
well as the actual performance of, an ordeal were 
subject to very detailed and carefully systema- 
tized rules, embodied mainly, it would appear, in 
the Salcadiim and Ntkddiim^ Nasks (see Shayast 
la-Shayast, x. 25). Scarcely any of the rules them- 
selves, but only an enumeration of the points upon 
which regulations existed, are given in the Pahla’vd 
analyses of those nasks. As regards the choice of 
the ordeal, several questions would emerge— among 
them, probably always, whether the ordeal was to 
be severe or one that was not severe {Dink. viri. 
xxxviii, 64). "Whether the rank of the subject 
influenced that decision in IrSn, as was the case 
elsewhere (see art. Divination [Vedic]), we have 
but little if any documentary evidence upon which 
to base any conclusion. THioDlnkar^ speaks of an 
ordeal that was ‘not that for their o^vn station, 
but that for the station of others’ (VIII. xx. 12 
{SBE xxxvii. 55]). But that passage admits of 
various interpretations. 

The priest or righteous man presided over the 
performance and acted as judge of the outcome of 
the ordeal [ib. 56, 67). Attendants had their pre- 
scribed functions, probably to attend to the various 
appliances {ib. 16). In the case of the ordeal by 
fire, wood of a particular character was prescribed 
and used after special preparation {ib. 41). 

References to certain rules — such, e.g., as those 
for protecting the limbs during ordeal {ib. 14) — 
shed some light on the extent to which, after all, 
the system of ordeals was really believed in as an 
instrument of di'vine revelation. 

6. The ordeal in relation to eschatology. — The 
authors of the Avesta ( Fj?. xliii. 4, li. 9), and the 
followers of the ‘ good religion ’ generally, evidently 
believed that Aliura Mazda would bring his mighty 
work to its final consummation by a great ordeju 
by fire and molten metal {ayah khshusta) through 
■which the righteous and the wicked were destined 
to pass, and which was to act as the great sifter and 
final separator of true believers from those who had 
refused to believe (see Bundaliishn, xxx. 20 {SBE 
V. 126]; A. Y. "W. Jackson, in PAOS, Oct. 1890, 

S p. 58-61 ; J. H. Moulton, Early Zoroastrianism, 
ondon, 1913, p. 158, note 1). 

Literature. — ^To the works referred to in the course of the 
article it remains to add W. Geiger, Civilization of the Eastern 
Iranians in Ancient Times, tr. Dastur Peshotan Sanjana. 
London. 1SS5-S6, pp. 43-45. E. EDWARDS. 


t The Eiisparam and Eahd Nashs also had references to 
ordeals. 


ORDEAL (Malagasy).— The custom of judicial 
tiials or judgments of God, i.e. ordeals, was wide- 
spread throughout the island of Madagascar down 
to the time of its conquest by France ; it took the 
place of inquiry and trial in criminal matters. 

Whenever a person was accused of a crime in 
Madagascar (murder, theft, and especially -witch- 
craft), and had not been taken in flagrante delicto 
— which was usually the case with pretended 
sorcerers, to whom were attribute'd illnesses, mis- 
fortunes of all kinds, and even death — recourse 
was had to the ordeal. Among certain tribes — 
e.g., the Merina — all the slaves employed in the 
interior of the palace, before being allowed to exer- 
cise their respective functions, had to submit to it 
in order to show if they had any evil intentions or 
if they were sprcerers, and, down to the time of 
Radama II., princes and persons of high rank took 
the same precautions with regard to their cooks ; 
otherwise they would not have touched the food 
served to them. 

The ‘guilty’ were always put to death by being 
beaten with sticks and stones, for the shedding of 
a sorcerer’s blood — impure blood, which was sup- 
posed to defile the earth — was avoided, and, as a 
rule, his body was not buried, but given as food to 
the dogs and wild animals ; it was imperative that 
no part of him should remain on this earth, that he 
should be completely annihilated, and that even 
his manes might not come in contact with those of 
honest men. Not only Avere his belongings con- 
fiscated and divided among the chief of the countrj-, 
the magistrate, and the accuser, but often his 
wives and children Avere regarded as participants 
in his ‘crime’ and were sold as slaves ; they, noAV- 
ever, and his near relatives, had to abjure all com- 
plicity with the criminal. On the other hand, an 
indemnity AA-as paid by the accuser to the one avIio 
came forth victorious from the ordeal. 

Ordeals by poison, by boiling Avateror red-hot 
iron, by AA’iid animals (crocodiles), as Avell as by 
sacred food or Avater, Avere in use in Madagascar 
until the year 1895. The earliest inhabitants men- 
tioned in history — the Vazimba — did not make 
use of ordeals, as Ave knoAV not only from traditions 
in Imerina, but also from the stories of those who 
still inhabit the Menab6 ; but, since the 17th cent, 
atlenst, they have been in use throughout the Avhole 
island, although all the tribes did not have recourse 
to the same ones. They seem to be due in the 
east, north, and Avest, and afterwards in Imerina, 
to the JeAA'ish immigrants Avho came from Yemen 
long ago, and in the south to the Arabs Avho have 
come to settle in those districts since the 16th 
century. To the former are due the_ ordeal by 
poison, by the tanghin, which is similar to the 
mtter Avaters of the Jbaa-s, and AA-hich Avas practised 
in the north and the centre, and to the latter those 
by red-hot iron, boiling AA'ater, and crocodiles, 
AA-hich Avere practised in the south. 

Until recent years the Malagasy believed in the 
infallibility of these tests, Avhich they applied to 
all crimes and to all classes of individuals; 
innocent persons themselves often requested to be 
subjected to them Avhen they felt that they Avere 
being suspected. They AA-ere applied sometimes to 
isolated persons, sometimes to groups, Adllages, or 
even Avhole cantons. . 

I. Ordeal by poison {tanghin or Jcisompa ; north 
of 20° S. lat.).— (a) The tanghin {Tanghinia veneni- 
fera) is a beautiful tree of the family of Apocy- 
nacese, AA-hich groAA's abundantly in the Ai-ooded 
parts of the east and north ; its fruit, Avhich is of 
a yeUoAA-isli colour and the size of a small peach, 
forms towards the middle of November and is npe 
at the end of December ; in the middle of a sort 
greyish pulp, which has a bitter, disagreeable ^te, 
it contains a AA’oody nut, Avith a rough surface; 
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inside the nnt is a highly poisonous kernel, which 
changes in colour, when ripening, from white to a 
brownish-red ; the red kernels are tlie most 
poisonous. The poisouj whether inoculated under 
the skin or introduced into the stomach, produces 
the same effects, only not so quickly in the latter 
case ; it stops the movements of the heart and is a 
eneral convulsant ,* the syrnptoms are considerable 
ifficulty in breathing, uneasiness, nausea, and 
vomiting, increasing weakness, without convul- 
sions or cries, hut with some moaning ; death is due 
to paralysis of the heart. The tanghin, which in 
large doses is a very violent poison, in small doses 
acts as a powerful emetic; the riper the kernel, 
and the nearer it is scraped to the germ, tlie 
greater is its toxicity. The mpanozon-doha (lit. 

* he who administers *) had therefore every facility 
for grading the dose of the poison acoordmg to his 
interests. 

On the east coast, when a person was accused or 
even merely suspected of witchcraft, he was called 
upon to undergo the tanghin test : the kernel of a 
fruit gathe»ed on the ground, and therefore very 
poisonous, was simply rubbed on a stone, over 
which a little water was then poured ; this the 
accused drank, and his death decided his guilt. 
The wife and children of the guilty man became 
the slaves of the accuser. In the north-west, 
among certain tribes — the Bezanozanq, the Saka- 
lava, and the Antankarana — the tanghinwas given 
to young chickens when a stranger arrived in order 
to find out whether he had good or bad intentions, 
and whether it was wise to form a connexion with 
him. 

The tanghin ordeal was brought, as was said 
above, by the colonists who came from Yemen. 
During the reign of the third king of Javanese 
origin, Andrianjaka (1640-65), the cliief, Andrian- 
entoarivo, who had got some tanghin nuts from 
Eavo, a Sakalava king of the north-west, introduced 
it among the Vonizongo, whence it spread through- 
out the remainder of Imerina in the reign of 
Andriamasinavalona (1696-1740). 

After making sure of the efficacy^ of the ‘ drink,’ 
as they called it, by making a chicken {mamotio 
sotry) swallow some of the gratings of the tanghin 
kernel, they put some of it into a sosoa (‘rice- 
soup ’), which the accused person ate ; if he_ fell 
ill, he Avas declared guilty, and if he vomited, 
without any other discomfort, he ivas declared 
innocent. . 

The grandson of Andriamasinai'alona, .^dnam- 
belomasina (1755—76), introduced modifications 
into this practice — notably that the accused had 
to swallow three pieces, the size of a linger, of the 
skin of an aroidea, the songo\ if he vomited the 
three pieces, he Avas declared innocent ; if not, he 
Avas recognized as guilty, and Avas put to death. 
Under Andrianampoinimerina (1787-1S10)_ these 
AA’cre replaced by three fragments of the skin of a 
hen, each tAVO centimetres square, and for the rice- 
AA'ater [ranom-bary) they substituted the ranon- 
koha (‘flour-soup’) ; it Avas also in the reign of this 
king that in laAvsuits and disputes the tanghin 
Avas given to dogs or foAvls. 

Since the beginning of the 19th cent, the cir- 
cumstances connected Avith the ceremony of the ad- 
ministration of tanghin haA’e changed very little ; 
they Avere ahvays marked by great solemnity. 

The men vho were present did not wear sadika (XIalagasy 
breeches), and the women had bare shoulders, the lamba being 
fastened under the arms ; the magistrate went to the 
who was denounced as a sorcerer or a rebel, and arrestw mm 
wherever ho was, saying to him: ' SardbdbayV Alas I I am 
very sorry [to arrest you, but it is the king’s command J), and 
the tanghin was administered on the spot. The test took place 
during the day, but the house was hermetically closed in order 
that the darkness might be complete ; a c.andlo wM lit, and 
there wore brought a calabash full of water which had been put 
underground during the night, • not having seen the sun, two 


chickens, which had to undergo the preliminary test to find out 
the toxicity of the poison, n hen, which was killed in order to 
get the three pieces of skin, and a fandroAoC fishing-net’), in 
which the suspect was to vomit. The accuser had then to 
swear that he was not accusing for the purpose of harming an 
enemy, but that he was telling the truth. Then two tanghin 
kerneis tyere token, and, in order to make sure of the unifonuity 
of the poison, a half of each of them was rubbed on a stone or 
on a sort of rasp moistened with a iittle juice taken from the 
trunk of a young plantain during the repetition of cabalistic 
words. The suspect had first to swallow n little rice ; then the 
officiant, placing his hand on the accused’s head, addressed an 
invocation to the tanghin, beginning with the words : ' Listen, 
listen carefull}' 1 Be attentive 1 Manamango ! You are only 
a simple seed, quite round, without eyes, and yet you see 
clearly, without ears and you hear, without a mouth and you 
speak 1 By means of you God shows us his wishes 1 ’ They 
watched the suspect to see the effect of the tanghin, or gave 
him a drink of rice-water, and what he A'omitcd was carefully 
caught in the basket in order to see if he put up the three pieces 
of skin, which had not only to be thrown up, but to be 
untouched, neither chewed nor rolled. Neither must he, in his 
efforts to vomit, fall with his head to the south— which was an 
‘evident’ proof that he w'as a sorcerer. When his guilt was 
declared, his relatives, who had all been present at the test, 
retired, showing all the horror with which he inspired them 
from that time. 

The number of victims to the tanghin is con- 
siderable, and difficult to estimate exactly. The 
popular belief is that one person in every five of 
those Avho take it dies. Noav, during last century 
about one-tenth of the population of Madagascar 
Avere subjected to the test — Avhich means the death 
of 40,000 to 50,000 individuals in a generation, i,e. 
1500 to 2000 everi’ j^ear. 

(b) In the Avest, in Menab6 and further north, 
Avhere the tanghin does not groAV, the inhabitants 
used instead the root of the kisompavavy (lit. ‘ the 
female kisompa ’ [lifcnabca venenata]), Avhich acted 
on the medullary nervous system ; only the 
members of a certain family had the right to 
gather it, and it w-as very carefully guarded in the 
house in Avhich Avere kept the jiny, or relics of the 
dead Sakalava kings. 

The accused was led to the north of the enclosure of the king, 
and his aoly (' talismans’) were removed, his h.air was untwisted, 
and made to stand on end, and he was placed on the ground ; 
one of the great chiefs of the country rubbed a piece of the root 
mentioned on a fiat stone, slightly damp, invoking the ancestors 
of the king, the dead Maroscranana. AVhen a sufficient dose of 
poison was rubbed down, another chief made some pellets of 
rice which hod been cooked the preidous night: the patient 
swallowed them, and then lay on his face and licked up and 
swallowed the poison paste on the stone. He was next led 
into one of the huts situated in the western part of the village, 
where fihetsa (’soldiers’) kept him in sight, watching his 
movements— for he had not to scratch himself, to chase nw.Ay a 
fly ivith his hands, to rave, or to vomit, under pain of being 
instantlj' put to death by blows of akalo ('drum-sticks ’), sticks, 
and stones. As a rule, the corpse was dragged outside the 
village, on the west side, and abandoned ns food for the dogs 
and wild animals. 

2 . Ordeals by red-hot iron, boiling Avater, or 
crocodiles. — These ordeals Avere sometimes prac- 
tised indifferently by one and the same tribe, 
sometimes one or other of them Avas peculiar to a 
particular tribe. Before subjecting the accused to 
the test, the officiant ahvaj’s addressed a prayer to 
God to ask Him to make knoAvn the truth — a 
prayer Avbich, except for the constant repetitions 
and redundancies in all JIalagasy speeches, Avaa 
alAvays practically the same : 

•Poy great attention, iron (or boiling water, or crocodile), 
listen carefully to whnt I am going to say to you. Do not bum 
(or do not kill) without reason. We have not caught the 
accused in the act; we have only suspicions, but, if ho is really 
a sorcerer, an assassin, a thief, may This tongue be burned (or 
may his hand be scalded, or may the crocodiles devour him), 
let him die 1 But, O God of our fathers, if be is innocent, do not 
let him succumb, one, two, three, four, five, six times let him 
come forth triumphantly from this test, but the seventh, if he is 
guilty, may his tongue be burned (or may his hand be scalded, 
or may the crocodile devour him), and let him die.' 

(a) In the ordeal by red-hot iron the iron was 
usually heated Avith Avood of a special land, during 
the prayer of the officiant, who afterwards touched 
the tongue of the accused three times (Antamba- 
hoaka), four times (Mabafaly and Antandroy), or 
seven times (Betsimisaraka of the south and the 
Antanosy), or else made him lick the iron once 
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(Antifiheranana and Betsileo), after a few scrapings 
of a royal hazomanitra (‘sacred wood’) had been 
put on it. 

(6) In the ordeal by boiling water the accused, 
as a rule, had, without burning his hand, to take a 
pebble out of a pot half-full of boiling water, into 
which had been thrown some cow-dung and a few 
tamarind leaves (if, during the preparations, two 
dogs fought, if a croAv flew over the gathering, if a 
house in the village went on fire, if bad news was 
heard, or if the accused let the stone fall, he was 
at once declared guilty) ; he had afterwards to lay 
down the stone beside the royal hazomanitra and 
cover his hand for twenty-four hours, but during 
all that time he was watched so that he might not 
apply a remedy. If he then had blisters on his 
hand, he was declared guilty. 

(c) In the ordeal by crocodiles the accused was 
conducted to the bank of a river, which, after the 
necessai^ harangue, he crossed twice ; if he came 
out of this test unharmed his accusers usually paid 
him as indemnity two oxen, then two others, one 
for the chief and one for the magistrate. 

Literature. — J. Chatin, Recherches pour senir d I’hist. 
botanique, chimique etphysiologique du tanguin de Sladagaecar, 
Paris, 1873 ; H. H. Cousins, ‘Tanghin or the Poison Ordeal of 
Madagascar,’ Antandnarim Annual, 1896, pp. 386-388 ; J. 
Sibree, 'A Malagasy Ordeal among the Tatsimo,’ ib., 1876, pp. 
66-71, The Great African Island, London, 1880 ; A. and G. 
Grandidier, Sist. physique, naturelle et politique de Mada- 
gascar, Paris, 1908-16, vol. iv. (in the press) ; and for complete 
literature see G. Grandidier, Bibliographie de Madagascar, do. 
1906-06, p. 882. G. GRANDIDIER. 

ORDEAL (Roman). — The nature of an ordeal 
has been explained above (p. 507), and all that is 
necessary here is to bring into line such vestiges of 
primitive ritual relating to ordeals as can be dis- 
covered in the Roman tradition, and the legendary 
stories which appear to show that a system of 
ordeals was at one time familiar to the Italian 
peoples. Not only are the materials scanty, but 
the elucidation of them is the more difficult because 
Latin literature is so largely dependent upon 
Greek models that it constantly tends to represent 
as native what is actually of alien origin. This 
qualification must always be borne in mind, even 
where the evidence is not on the surface such as to 
awaken suspicion. 

I. Fire ordeal. — One of the commonest forms of 
ordeal is that in which the guilt or innocence of an 
accused person is tested by fire, i.e., according to 
his ability or failure to endure unscathed the con- 
tact either of the fire itself or of a substance such 
as iron made red-hot by fire. Vergil puts into the 
mouth of the Etruscan Arruns the statement that 
his countrymen, while worshipping Apollo on 
Mt. Soracte, were enabled, owing to the strength 
of their piety, to walk tlirough the flames, bearing 
live embers (.(ffia. xi. 785 ff.). It is probable that 
Vergil is alluding to the survival of an ancient rite 
in which Apollo had succeeded to the place of 
honour previously occupied by Vediovis in his 
capacity of an under-world god (G. Wissowa, 
Beligion und Kultus der Romer, Munich, 1902, p. 
191). Pliny {HN vii. 19) describes the immunity 
from the effects of fire as belonging to certain 
households known as Hirpi, who on tliat account 
were exempt from military and other State burdens. 
Varro (ap. Serv. in Verg. loc. cit.) ascribed their 
insensibility to the use of an ointment which they 
spread over the soles of their feet before exposing 
them to the fire. From Silius Italicus_(v. 175 ff.) 
we get a clearer impression of the ritual : the 
celebrant was required to pass three times through 
the fire bearing offerings to the god, which, if 
successful, he deposited on the altar. One might 
guess that the aspirant to initiation in the order 
of the Hirpi, before securing his admission, made 
public celebration of his proficiency. 


The word hirpus signified ‘a wolf’ in the Sahine dialect 
(Strabo, p. 250), and an mtiological expianation of the rite pre- 
served by Servius declares that wolves robbed the exta from the 
altar of Dis pater, that they were pursued by the shepherds as 
far as a hollow which emitted pestilential vapours, that an 
epidemic foilowed, and that an oracle promised relief to the 
sufferers on condition that they imitated the wolves by living 
on plunder. We infer that the wolf-priests, who, so far as their 
name is concerned, may be compared with the Luperci 
Quinctiales and Fabiani in Rome O^'issowa, p. 483, n. 6), were 
the human representatives of the malignant power whose anger 
it was essential to appease. 

A number of similar cases of walking through fire 
from India, China, and elsewhere have been 
collected by Frazer (GB\ pt. vii.. Balder the 
Beautiful, London, 1913, ii. 1-20), who concludes 
that the fire-walk was in its origin a form of purifi- 
cation, the flames being thought either to bum ^ 
or to r^el the powers of evil (see also W. R 
Otto, in Pauly- Wissowa, viii. 1934 f., and art. Fire- 
walking, vol. vi. p. 30). So far as the evidence 
goes, the Latin rite had not become an ordeal in 
the sense that its successful performance was used 
to establish the innocence of an accused person, 
and is therefore an incomplete parallel to the 
proceedings referred to by Sophocles (Ant, 264 ff., 
as quoted above, p. 52P). The case of Mucius 
Scmvola voluntarily thrusting bis arm into the 
flame (Livy, ii. 12 f.) is essentially different; his 
purpose was not to declare his innocence by 
immunity, but to prove his courage by suffering. 
Nor can we attach any importance to the state- 
ment of the scholiast on Soph. Ant., loc. cit., who, 
in attributing the practice of touching molten iron 
to the Romans of his own day, was apparently 
speaking of the Byzantine period (R. Hirzel, Der 
Eid, p. 199). It is probable therefore that allusions 
to walking through fire as a type of extreme 
danger (Prop. i. 5. 5 ; Hor. Carm. ii. 1. 7) should 
be regarded as literary reproductions due to Greek 
influence. 

2 . Other similar tests. — There are more definite 
traces of the employment of other tests similar to 
the fire ordeal. An isolated instance of what 
Grimm called the indicium off a is recorded by the 
Horatian commentator Acron (on Hor. Epist. i. 

10. 10). When slaves were suspected of theft, 
they were taken to a priest, who gave to each of 
them a crust of bread magically drugged. _ The 
culprit was discovered by the bread sticking in his 
throat.- ‘To pour water into a sieve’ was a pro- 
verbial image used to express futile labour (Plaut. 
Pseud. 102) ; yet it was said that Tuccia, a Vestal 
virgin charged with unohastity, had successfully 
cleared her character by the invocation of Vesta to 
become her witness by enabling her to_draw_ water 
from the Tiber and convey it thence in a sieve to 
the temple of the goddess (Val. Max. viii. 1, abs. 

5 ; Pliny, SN xxviii. 12 ; Dion. Hal. Ant. Born. 

11. 69). Another Vestal, jEmilia, who, while in 
charge of the sacred lire, had temporarily entrusted 
it to a novice, with the result that it became extin- 
guished, freed herself and the whole community 
from the suspicion of an undiscovered taint by 
submitting to the judgment of the goddess as a 
test of her purity. Although the altar was 
absolutely cold and not a spark remained among 
the ashes, a sudden flame at once broke out and 
spread itself over the linen girdle which the 
priestess had thrown on the slab (Dion. Hal. 
Ant. Bom. ii. 68). A similar story was cun-ent 
regarding Claudia Quinta, a Roman matron of 
blemished reputation, who successfully accom- 
plished the self-imposed task of drawing off from 
a sandbank in the Tiber the ship which had 
struck there when conveying to Rome the statue 
of the Great Mother (Ov. Fast. iv. 305 ff.). Another 
chastity ordeal is recorded in connexion witli a 
dragon’s cave in the precinct of the temple of 
Juno at Lavinium (Allian, Nat. An. xi. 16). On 
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stated occasions the priestesses entered the cave 
blindfolded, bearing a barley-cake to be consumed 
by the dragon. So long as they remained chaste, 
the sacred animal accepted their offering ; but, if 
it ivas sensible of pollution, the cake was left 
untouched, and was subsequently broken into 
small fragments and removed from the precinct by 
the ants which acted as cleansers. The guilty 
woman was then traced and punished. 

In some of these cases the offer immediately 
to submit to the test converts a protestation of 
innocence on oath into a trial by ordeal. For the 
test of an ordeal as contrasted with an oath lies 
exactly in the willingness of the swearer to invoke 
the immediate fulfilment of the curse (E. B. Tylor, 
in ABr” xx. 174% s.v. ‘Ordeal’; Hirzel, p. 211). 
An example of what is actually an ordeal, though 
kno-\vn as an oath, may be taken from the 
mysterious onlt of the Palici in Sicily (Verg. ^n. 
ix. 685). Their sanctuary contained a fountain 
which rose to the height of some 10 ft, and again 
subsided. Here a sacred oath might be taken, 
with the result that, when its terms were inscribed 
on a tablet and thrown into the water, the tablet 
would float, if the words of the oath were true, 
but, if they were false, it would sink, and the 
perjurer was consumed with fire (Steph. Byz. p, 
496, 14 ; [Arist.] 3iir. Atcsc. 68).i The scantiness 
of the literary evidence suggests that the prac- 
tice of ordeals disappeared at a very early time, 
probably owing to the encouragement which the 
system offered to the fraudulent devices of the 
priests. According to the best authorities, there 
is no trace of them to be found in the Roman 
criminal Jaw, and the nearest approach to one was 
the custom of allowing a criminal who was thrown 
over the Tarpeian rook to go free if he escaped 
unhurt after the execution of his sentence (H. F. 
Hitzig, in Zum altesten Strafrecht der Kultur- 
volk&r [Fragen zur Bechtsvergleichung gestellt von 
Th. Mommsen], Leipzig, 1905, p. 44). So far ns 
private law is concerned, it has been conjectured 
that the oldest form of civil process (legis actio 
Sacramento) was the survival of an earlier ordeal 
(E. von Ihering, Scherz und Ernst in der Juris- 

rudenz*, Leipzig, 1891, p. 386 ff.). In general, 

owever, the place of ordeals was taken by the 
oath in the case of citizens and the torture applied 
to extract the truth from slaves (W. Smith, Diet, 
of Gr. and Mom. Antiquities, London, 1890-91, 
u. 862’’). The exculpatory oath {iusiurandum in 
iure), if accepted by either party when proffered to 
him by his opponent, furnished a complete defence 
{exceptio iusiurandi) to any further proceedings on 
the same issue. In primitive jurisprudence oaths 
were of the highest importance, but in the developed 
system of the later republic and the early empire 
the challenge to an oath and its refusal had 
become so entirely the instruments of the pleader’s 
chicane^ that Quintilian discusses (Inst. Or. v. 6) 
the various ways in which an orator should make 
use of them. 

3. Ordeal by battle. — ^The custom of ordeal by 
battle has left traces more easily recognizable. 
We are informed that the Umbrians do'wu to 
historical times were accustomed to submit their 
private disputes to decision by fighting in full 
armour, and that the disputant who succeeded in 
slaying his opponent was considered to have estab- 
lished the justice of his case {Nicol. Damasc. ap. 
Stpb. Flor. X. 70 (FEG iii. 457]). Tliis hew been 
compared with the survival until recent times of 
the Vehmgericht in Westphalia and the blood-feud 
in the mountains of Corsica and Sardinia (H. 
Jordan, Die Kouige im alten Italien, Berlin, 1887, 
p. 44 f.). That the same principle extended to 

1 The account of Polemo followed by llacrobius (v. 10. 21, 26 ff.) 
U more indeflnito. 
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claims to office may be seen from’ the famous 
example of the Mex nemorensis at Nemi ; and the 
legends which tell of the violent deaths suflered by 
several of the Roman kings (Livy, i. 14, 48 ; Dion. 
Hal; Ant. Mom. iv. 38) have suggested that they 
habitually gained the throne by success in mortal 
combat (GB^, pt. i.. The Magic Art, London, 1911, 
ii. 321). However this may be, there are not 
infrequent examples in early Roman history in 
which the decision of a quarrel between two 
nations is made to depend upon the result of a 
single combat between champions selected from the 
armies of_ either side.* The idea seems to be that 
the selection of champions who are equally matched 
or at any rate representative of the power of the 
respective opponents leaves the issue to the decision 
of the gods, who, as it is believed, will award the 
victory to thrust cause.® In the contest between 
AEneas and Tumus, which in its details clearly 
suggests that it was an ordeal by single combat 
between representatives of the Trojans and 
Rutulians, the judgment of heaven is figured by 
the balance in the hands of Juppiter — an imago 
borrowed by Vergil from Homer (ASn. xii. 725 ff.). 
Romulus, the legendary founder of the city of 
Rome, was challenged to single combat by Aoron, 
the king of the Cieninenses, and his success was 
the occasion of the earliest dedication of the 
spolia opima (Plut. Mom. 16). The desire to pro- 
cure an equal arbitrament appears clearly in the 
arrangements made for the combat between the 
Horatii and the Curiatii, ■who were selected ns 
equally matched in number, age, and strength (Livy, 
i. 23 f.). T. Manlius took up the challenge of a 
gigantic Gaul, who, when the opposing armies 
were ranged opposite to each other on either side 
of the Anio, offered to decide the issue by the 
result of a duel between himself and the bravest 
man on the Roman side. The Gaul was slain and 
Manlius earned his cognomen Torquatos from the 
collar which he stripped from the neck of his fallen 
enemy (16. vii. 9f.). On a later occasion of the 
same kind M. Valerius received the manifest 
favour of the gods in the appearance of the raven 
which, by settling on his helmet, harassed and dis- 
comfited his adversary (ib. vii. 28). 

LiTERAinEE.— Besides the references given throughout see 
K. H. Funkhanel, ‘ Oottesurtheil bei Gricohen und Efimem,' 
Philologut, il. [1847] 885-402; R. Hirzel, Her Exd: ein Beitrag 
zu seiner Gesehichte, Leipzig, 1002, csp. pp. 162-220. 

A. C. Peaeson. 

ORDEAL (Slavic). ~ Ordeal plays a part in 
the customs of almost all branches of the Slavic 
race, and of the Balkan Slavs especially. The 
attitude of Russia towards judicial combat and 
ordeal seems to show the influence of Scandinavian 
custom, and is therefore less typical of Slavic 
mentalito. 

Ordeal appears to have been knoivn to the 
Czech peoples at an early day ; thus, in Bohemia 
in the early 11th cent., unuer Duke Brzetislas, 
the judicium Dei seems to be the only form 
of evidence in a case where proof was difficult, as 
in a charge of cruelty brought against a husband 
by a wife. In the early 14th cent, redaction of 
Bohemian law by Rosenberg (called rather un- 
warrantably From Zemt Ccski, or ' Law of the 

CzechCountry,’byA.Kucharski, AliesfeDcnlbnafcr 

der slorocnischen Mechte, Warsaw, 1838, ^. 227-335) 
ordeM has apparently disappeared, and its place 
has been taken by the system of compurgation. 
In a stiU later redaction of the same century, the 
Mad prava zemsktho, or Ordo judicii terrcc, the 

1 Good ozomples of single combats ns npijllcd In Germany 
nnd Spain to the settlement of public and private quarrels are 
given by Tnc. Germ. 10 nnd Uvy, srviii. 21. 4 ff. 

s Cf. Prop. iv. (v.) 6. 61 f. Such Is also the Implication of the 
familiar liars communis (Cic. de Ornf. iii. 167). The decision 
in battle is given by a veritable judgment of God ; ‘ tunc e» 
hnbonda fortuna erit qunm dl dedcrint ’ (LIit’, xjx. SO, 22). 



630 


OBDBAL (Teutonic) 


chief test is the duel ; thus, in a charge of murder, 
a judicial combat could be ordered. It was con- 
ducted with great formality, and was attended 
with ceremonies peculiar to the Czechs ; the victor 
cut off the head of the vanquished, and placed it 
between the knees of the dead body ; he then laid 
two dollars on the body and departed, safe from 
pursuit by the avengers of blood (tit. 26; Ku- 
charski, op. cit. p. 436). Here too appears an- 
other peculiarity of Bohemian duelling customs ; a 
woman over eighteen years of age, or a widow, 
could claim to fight her own duel, and was indeed 
encouraged to do so, in preference to choosing a 
champion, lest the life of an innocent man might 
be endangered. Her adversary was handicapped 
by being made to stand in a pit up to the waist ; 
both man and woman were similarly equipped with 
sword and buckler ( tit. 40 ; ih. p. 440). The peasant 
who, in fighting against a noble, had formerly been 
limited to a sticlc and small shield was how 
allowed to use sword and full-sized shield (tit. 37 ; 
ih. p. 440). Offences of damage done to harvests 
andT gardens were once tested by ordeals of boiling 
water or red-hot iron ; but nouf the iron orded 
was abolished, the redactor being of opinion that 
it had been instituted as a deterrent to the people 
rather than from any fear of God (tit. 63 ; ih. p. 
446), Polish custom of the 13th cent, under 
Boleslav v. was ve^ similar to Bohemian as 
regards the duel, which was not obligatory, but 
could be claimed by an accuser unconvinced by 
the Avitnesses. Ordeals of hot iron and of hot and 
cold water seem to have been merely alternatives 
to the duel. 

Among the South Slavs ordeal is varyingly 
found, Stephen, founder of the Hungarian 
monarchy early in the Hth cent,, apparently did 
not know of it ; but after the conversion of the 
Magyars it is well established in the laws of the end 
of the same century (cf. I, de Batthyan, Leg. Eccles. 
Sung., Claudiopolis, 1785, i. 439, 454), It is un- 
known in the monuments of the 13th cent. ; the 
statute of Matthew of Slavonia (1273) knows oath 
and judicial combat, and that of Vinodol (1288) 
recognizes oath only. Serbian law, however, had 
full cognizance of ordeal, and the code of the 
emperor Stephen Dushan in the 14th cent, gave 
great prominence to it. Hot- water ordeal is held 
in such respect that a man convicted by means 
of it has no possibility of appeal or justification 
(tit. 64 ; Kucharski, op. dt. p. 186). This was the 
test for any charge against a commoner, but the 
oath was sufficient for a nobleman (tit. 78 ; ih. p. 
189). A man charged with theft had to carry hot 
iron from the door of the church to the altar ; this 
ordeal, formerly known as the pravod sheljizo, is 
now designated by a word of Turkish origin, 
masija, and the hot- water ordeal («« vodon) is rtiU 
practised in Serbia and Bosnia. 

The ordeal is known in Russian law, but never 
plays a very important part. The earliest written 
monuments, the treaties between Russia and 
Greece of the 10th cent., show no sign of ordeals, 
but use only the oath ; this m.ay, however, be due 
to consideration for the Greeks, or to the lack of 
scope for such tests in treaties primarily commer- 
ciaL The first Russian code, the RttssJcaia Pravda 
of Jaroslav in the 11th cent., reflects much of 
Scandinavian judicial ideas, but it is not until a 
12th cent, revision of it that ordeals by iron and 
water appear (tit. 28; cf. J. Esneaux, Hist. deBussie, 
Paris, 1830, i. 181). The first mention of the judi- 
cial duel is in treaties of the 12th cent, between the 
princes of Novgorod and the Germans, and it does 
not appear as fully regulated until the late 15th 
cent., in the Decree of Pskov. Ivan in. attempted 
in Hs Oulogenia of 1497 to harmonize the old law 
with the new influences which had come in from 


the Mongols, and more especially from Byzantium ; 
the result was that the judicial duel is secondary 
to oral and "written testimony and to the oath as 
a means of proof, and is further robbed of its 
danger to life by being fought -nith a short club 
for sole weapon (cf. Rambaud, Sisi. de la Bussie, 
tr. L, B, Lang, London, 1879, i. 248). Judicial 
duel thus lessened in importance, but still persisted 
until the reign of Ivan the Terrible, when the new 
code of 1550, the Soudehnik, completed the trans- 
formation from the tolerant native customs to a 
criminal code of the harshest severity. The atti- 
tude of the Russian Church, influenced by the 
Greek clergy, favoured this change, and may be 
contrasted with the early favour shown to ordeal 
by the Roman Church, the most striking instance 
of which occurs in the 12th cent, and is reported 
W Helmold [Chron. Slav. i. 24; Leibniz, Script,, 
Hanover, 1710, ii. 60S) ; when Bishop Geroldns con- 
vertad the Slavs of Mecklenburg, he replaced their 
primitive belief in oath-taking by trees, stones, and 
fountain Avith the custom of bringing criminals to 
the priest for examination by red-hot iron or by 
the hot ploughshares. 

Litekatdre. — K. Rambaud, Sist. de la Russie, Paris, 1878, 
tr. L. B. Lane, London, 1879; R. Dareste, Sist. du droit, 
Paris, 1889, chs. ril.-x. M, E. SEATON. 

ORDEAL (Teutonic). — Like most primitive 
peoples, the Teutons were adherents of the prin- 
ciples of the ordeal, and it seems possible to trace 
certain distinguishing characteristics of their men- 
tality in the forms of ordeal particularly affected 
by them ; thus the judicial duel was an attempt, by 
regularizing the blood-feud, to bring into play a 
rough and elementary kind of justice ; so too the 
corsned of the Anglo-Saxons displays in the con- 
ditions of the test their shrewd, though perhaps 
only instinctive, common sense. It is doubtful 
whether the evidence on Teutonic ordeal throws 
any light on the two conflicting theories held on 
the origin of ordeal, the first and most generally 
accepted regarding it as an appeal to divme judg- 
ment, the second as ‘an intrusion of magic into 
a purely legal idea’ (cf. Ml ii. 687, 690). If 
anything, the Teutonic evidence would app^r 
to favour the religious origin, according to ivhich 
divine aid is invoked in cases where man’s know- 
ledge is lacking, his judgment at fault, or his 
means of procuring reliable testimony limited. 
The use of inanimate objects in revealing the 
dmne decision would be perfectly natural to 
people who had been familiarized by primitive 
belief and magic practices with the idea of super- 
normal qualities inherent in inanimate nature. 
As Hobhouse (Morals in Evolution^, Lanioa, 1916, 
ch. iii. § 9, p. 116) suggests, the practice of the oath 
probably preceded that of the ordeal ; but it did not 
carry conviction so forcibly, for its results Avere 
not immediately manifest ; thus in early Scandi- 
navian law the oath is called ‘man’s ordeal’ in con- 
tradistinction to God’s ordeal, ‘ and if a man first 
offer God’s ordeal, he shall have no right afterwards 
to man’s ordeal’ (Norges GamU L6ve, i. 389). 

There is very little actual evidence for Teutonic 
ordeal in pre-Christian times. Classical authorities 
throAV little light upon it ; there is a cursory refer- 
ence in Velleius Paterculus (Hist. Bom. ii. llS) to 
the regulation by justice of disputes which the 
Germans formerly decided by arms. Tacitus 
(Germ. 10) does indeed describe a single combat, 
but its conditions are so different from that of the 
true ordeal that it must be regarded as ameans 
of determining augury rather than jimtice. We 
can, however, assume the familiarity of the 
Teutonic peoples Avith ordeal from yeyeral circum- 
stances : first, the prevalence of simil^ forms or 
ordeal among various Indo - Germanic peoples, 
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which points to its being a Mneral Indo-Germanic 
institution (cf. Brunner, Deutsche Itechtsgesck.^ 
ii. 400). Certain customs and forms preserved in 
ordeals may indeed carry us back to great antiquity; 
F. W. Maitland {Collected Papers, Cambridge, 
1911, ii. 448 f.) points out that the use of wooden 
weapons in certain judicial duels may indicate an 
origm before the Iron Age. It is very noteworthy 
that the names for the various ordeals in the 
different vernaculars are entireljy free from any 
Christian significance. Again, this assumption is 
supported by the fact that one of the earliest 
extant Teutonic Jaws, the first text of the Salic 
Law, which was promulgated so soon after the 
introduction of Christianity among the Franks as 
to be practically unaffected by Cliristian belief, 
has two references to the wneum, or trial by boil- 
ing water, references so casual and so devoid of 
detail as to presuppose great familiarity with the 
circumstance {LexSalica, i. 52, ed. J. M. Pardessus, 
Paris, 1840, pp. 30, 313). The early propagandists 
of Christianity among the Teutons did their best 
to put down ordeal, as against tlie spirit of Christ- 
ian belief. Thus in the early 6th cent. Avitus, 
bishop of Vienne, remonstrated with King Gundo- 
bad on the importance assumed by the judicial 
duel in the Burgundian laws. In the 9th cent. 
Agobard, archbi^op of Lyons, wTote in vigorous 
protest against all forms of ordeal, and against the 
judicial duel in particular (cf. PL civ. 11^126, 251, 
254 B). Throughout the 9th and 10th centuries 
the ordeal was the subject of various condemna- 
toiy papal decrees ; but the Church, unsuccessful 
in its early attempts, had been forced to adopt and 
adapt ordeal, and had done it so thoroughly that 
the lesser authorities proved reluctant to give it 
up, and disregarded the successive papal and epis- 
copal enactments against it (cf. Lea, Superstition 
and Forced, p. 355). The opposite point of view, 
that ordeals were not knoivn to Germanic peoples, 
but were introduced by the Church, is upheld by 
Karl von Amira (Paul, Grttnd. der germ. Phil.^ 
vol. iii. sect. ix. B. 7, pp. 218-220). 

The forms of ordeal vary slightly from one 
Teutonic people to another, although the chief 
kinds seem to have been known to all. Those 
chiefly practised by the Scandinavians were the 
duel {hmmganga), the carrying of hot iron ijam- 
burSr), the wailking on hot ploughshares {af sJcra 

S a), and the passing under the turf-arch (ganga 
r jarSarmen). The fullest account of wager 
by battle occurs in Kormalcs Saga, 10, where the 
reference to the accompanying sacrifice of a steer 
and to the use of a ritual formula proves^ its 
religious significance, and the strictly regularized 
and safeguarded conditions of the fight testify to 
its legal validity (see Duelling). Saxo (v. 153) 
gives one enactment of the so-called Law of FroSi : 

‘ Any quarrel whatsoever should be decided by the 
sword’ ; but few of the many wagers by battle of 
which he speaks are strictly ordeals (see F. Y. 
Powell’s Introd. to 0. Elton’s tr., London, 1894, p. 
38 f.), many being merely those trials of strength 
in which the champions delighted. In the same way 
the alleged power of the berserks to bite steel, to 
swallow hot coals, and to go thiuugh fire (cf. Saxo, 
vii. 221 ) were probably confused in the popular mind 
•with the corresponding ordeal-trials, although ex- 
hibited for no other purpose than proof of super- 
normal strength or endurance. The fight between 
■Tlidr and Olafr Tryggvasonr at KanKsey may per- 
haps be regarded as a trial of strength, but also 
surely as a religious test, similar to Elijah’s test be- 
tween Baal and Jaliweh (see Saga Olafs Konungs 
Trgqgvasonar, 150 [Fommanna Sogur, i.]). 

The carrying of hot iron appears ns a religious 
ordeal in me famous story of Bishop Poppo and 
King Haraldr Gormssonr of Denmark, whom he 


converted to Christianity. There are many dis- 
crepancies in the various versions of the tale (cf. J, 
Grimm, Deutsche Pechtsalterthiimer*, p. 576 f.), but 
one of the most trusWorthy (Adam of Bremen, 
Gesta Hammaburg. ii. 33 ; Mon. Germ. Script, r-ii. 
318) represents the heathens as demanding the 
sign (‘cum barbari suo more signum quaererent’). 
Vigfusson, however, considers the ordeal by hot 
1 iron to have been introduced into Scandinavia from 
Germany ivith the advent of Christianity, and to 
have superseded the hdlmganga and the ganga undir 
I jarSarmen (K_. Cleasby and G. Vigfusson, Icelandic- 
English Dictionary, Oxford, 1874, s.v. ‘ Bera ’ A. 
iii.). One interesting use of the ordeal by hot iron 
was to_ establish a claim to paternity, a use to 
which it was frequently put during the civil wars 
in Norway, in order to prove the pretensions of 
claimants to the throne ; thus in Svcrris Saga, 59 
{Fomm. Sogur, viii.), Eirikr carries red-hot iron sir 
til fademis, i.e. to prove his claim to be the son 
of King Sigurd. Sometimes the test of endurance 
was further complicated by the obligation of hurl- 
ing the hot iron into a trough jnaced at a set 
distance ; the iron is variously spoken of as a bar 
ijarnsld) or as a kind of gauntlet ('ferrum . . . 
in modnm chirothecae ’). A variant form of the 
judicium ferri candenti was that of walking on hot 
ploughshares; but this is found only rarely in 
Scandinavia ; it does occur, however, as a paternity 
test (Saga SiguriSar J&rsalafara, 47 {Fomm. Sogur, 
vii.]). 

That form of the ordeal of boiling water which 
consisted in feeling for a stone in a kettle (ketiltak, 
ketilfang) was not practised in Sweden and 
Denmark, but in Norway it assumes importance 
as the legal variant for jambur^r in the trial of 
■women. There is a noteworthy traditional instance 
of it in the Poetic Edda (GufSrunarkviiSa) ; GuSrun, 
to clear herself of a shameful accusation, demands 
this ordeal, but asks King Atli to send for Saxi, 
lord of the Southmen, who understands the 
necessary ritual. This would seem to point to 
this form of ordeal not being Scandina'vinn in 
origin. In tliis version of the tele the stone is 
calledyreri'Tjasfcinn, properly a milk-white opal, a 
name which would seem to point to magic proper- 
ties, for it is the word applied in VolundarkvdSa, 
25, to the stones made by VSlnndr from the eyes 
of children. In Frisian law the ordeal of kesztlfang 
was a last resort to convict the perjurer in a case 
where two opposing parties persisted in contra- 
dictory oaths on a conviction for theft (cf. Asega 
Such, cd. T. D. Wiarda, Berlin and Stettin, 1805, 
p. 236). 

The ordeal of throudng the accused into deep 
water (judicium aguae frigidae) is unknown in 
Scandina'vinn practice, although, as Grimm points 
out (op. cit. p. 586), some connexion may be traced 
•with the sacrificial dro'miing at Upsala mentioned 
in Adam of Bremen (Gesta Hammaburg. iv. 26, 
Sell. 134; M.G. Script, vii. 379). The purely 
Scandina\-ian practice of creeping under a jartSar- 
men, or strip of turf detached from the ground, 
was not invariably a form of ordeal, but some- 
times simply an infliction of disgrace (cf. ‘jugum 
subire’) ; but it does occur as an ordeal in Laxdada 
Saga, ch. 18. These forms of ordeal appear in all 
Teutonic countries with certain local variations 
and with the additions and deviations which 
ingenuity could suggest, or Christian practice 
could sanction. Thus Frisian law seems to be 
unique in recognizing an ordeal of twigs, a kind 
of dra'wing of lots, carried out •with ecclesiastical 
ritual to discover a homicide (Lex Frisionum, 14. 1 ; 
Mon. Germ. Leges, iii. 631 ff.). Ordeals were early 
forbidden in Scandinavian countries; hdlmganga 
was suppressed early in the 11th cent., although 
isolated instances of it occur later, and the vogue 


632 


OBDEAIj (Teutordo) 


renved in feudal times ; ordeals in general rvere 
abolished in Norway in 1247 by Valdemar ir. 

In Old English usage the judicial duel was practi- 
cally unknown, but curiously enough it became 
legally established in the very century in which it 
was abolished in Scandinavia (see Duelling). 
The importance attached to ordeal is proved by the 
fact that in a treaty dating from the 10th cent., 
between the Anglo-Saxons and the Welsh, ordeals 
were appointed to settle all disputes between the two 
nations {Ordinances of the Dunsetas, 2 ; B. Thorpe, 
Anc, Laws of England, London, 1840, p. 150). Or- 
deals by hot water and hot iron were most frequent, 
and were strictly legalized and regulated by the 
laws of Edward, /Ethelstan, and .dEthelrei Accord- 
ing to these enactments, ordeal was open to the 
freeman if he was unable to obtain the necessary 
number of compurgators for the oath (iEthelred, 
i. 1 ; Thorpe, p. 119). The serf was not given the 
choice of the oath, but forced to undergo the 
ordeal, unless his lord bought him off, and swore 
on his behalf (i6.) ; so too the coiner of false 
money (iEthelstan, i. 14 ; Thorpe, p. 88), or the 
freeman who by a former perjury had already 
forfeited the confidence of the community (Edward, 
3 ; Thorpe, p. 69). In both water and iron ordeals 
an attempt was made, apparently peculiar to 
English law, to regulate the test, not only accord- 
ing to the nature of the offence, but also to the 
character of the offender. Eor a first offence the 
iron was of one pound weight, and the stone was 
hung to the depth of the wrist ; for an offender 
whose character could not be vouched for by oath 
threefold ordeal was prescribed, in which the 
weight of iron was increased to three pounds, and 
the stone was hung to the depth of the elbow 
(iEthelred, i. 1 ; Thorpe, p. 119 ; .<Ethelstan, iv. 7 ; 
Thorpe, p. 96). Certain offences, such as incen- 
diarism and murder, were proved by threefold 
ordeal only, but the accuser in this case had the 
choice of water ordeal or of iron ordeal (Aithelstan, 
iv, 6; Thorpe, p. 95). Like oaths, ordeals were 
not to be held on festivals and fasts (Edward and 
GuCrum, 9 ; Thorpe, p. 74) ; and in the ecclesiastical 
law the procedure both for the accused and for the 
officiating priest was fully described (iEthelstan, 
iv. 7 ; Thorpe, p. 96). Iron ordeal reappears in 
the laws of William the Conqueror and or Henry I. 
as an alternative to the duel in cases of dispute 
between individuals of French and English nation- 
ality (William I., iiL 12 ; Thorpe, p. 212 ; Henry 
I., Ixxv. 6 ; Thorpe, p. 253). If Lieberraann is 
correct in his contention that, in the Laws of Ine, 
37 and 62 (Thorpe, pp. 54, 62), the word ceajpe 
should be emended to ceace (‘ kettle ’), it would seem 
that the hot- water ordeal was prevalent in England 
at a much earlier date than is generally supposed 
(Liebermann, ‘Kesselfang bei den Westsachsen im 
7**° Jahrh.,’ SB A W, 1896, ii. 829-835). Keferences 
in the laws to water ordeal do not always make 
it clear whether the cold- or the hot- water ordeal 
is intended; but supplementary evidence can be 
gained from the rituals, which sometimes, by a 
reference such as that to the passage of the 
Israelites through the Bed Sea, make it clear 
that the cold-water ordeal is in question (cf. 
Liebermann, Gesetse der Anqelsachsen, vol. i. p. 404, 

§ 20, vol. ii. pt. ii. s.v, ‘ Ealtwasser ’)• The late 
prevalence of this test in charges of witchcraft 
proves the tenacity of the idea of ordeal in the 
popular mind. 

A form of ordeal which found particular favour 
in England was that of swallowing a morsel of 
bread or cheese {judicium offae) ; this was gener- 
ally consecrated, but not always, and the lack of ^ 
religious significance in the names given to the j 
ordeal {corsned, ‘trial-portion,’ nedbread, ‘forced i 
bread ’) suggests that the test was practise in pre- 1 


Christian times. This ordeal should not be con- 
fused Avith the oath taken on the sacrament, which 
was a more definitely religious ceremony, and 
almost entirely confined to the clergy (ef. Lieber- 
mann, vol. ii, pt. ii., under ‘Geweihter Bissen,’ 
‘Abendmahlsprobe’). The ordeal of walking on 
hot ploughshares does not occur in Old English 
law; but there is the famous stoiy, traditional, 
though not well authenticated, of Queen Emma, 
mother of Edward the Confessor, who thus cleared 
herself of an accusation of misconduct (J, Bromp- 
ton, in K. Twysden, Hist. Ang. Script., London, 

I 1652, i. 942). The bier ordeal does not appear in 
I Old English custom, although it is frequent in 
[ later practice as the conviction of a murderer. 

I The ballad oi ‘ Earl Richard ’ (Walter Scott, 

I Minstrelsif, ii. 421) has one of the fullest of the 
many literary references to this belief that in 
I the presence, or at the touch, of the murderer, 

I the wounds of the dead body would ‘ open their 
\ congeal’d mouths and bleed afresh ’ (Shakespeare, 
Bichard III,, I, ii,). A reference by James I. 
{Dcemohology, ni. vi.) shows the persistence of this 
belief ; and W. Henderson {Folk-lore of the North- 
ern Counties, London, 1879, p. 57) traces to this 
ordeal the custom lately prevalent in Durham, 
that every visitor to see a dead body should touch 
it, even though there might be no suspicion of 
violence. 

Evidence is clear that ordeals soon fell into dis- 
repute with the Norman Idngs ; William Rufus 
declared his incredulity of the iron ordeal, as Ead- 
mer tells in horror {Hist. Nov. 102, Rolls Series). 
Henry n. permitted the water ordeal to clear a 
man of a specific charge, but he nevertheless took 
the precaution of banishing him if he were of ill- 
repute {Ass. Clar. c. 14). The almost complete 
disappearance of ordeals from the records after the 
reign of John testifies to the thoroughness with 
which England, for the time entirely submissive 
to the papacy, accepted the decree of the fourth 
Lateran Council in 1215, excluding the clergy from 
participation in ordeals. 

Ordeal plays so large a part in the law and 
customs of the remaining Teutonic peoples, especi- 
ally of the Franks, that it is impossible to do 
more here than give a short summary of its course, 
and touch on representative examples; the later 
instances are so entirely ruled by_ ecclesiastical 
procedure that there is little distinctively Teutonic 
about them (cf. Ducange, Glossarium, Niort, 1883- 
87, s.vv. ‘aqu® judicium,’ ‘ferrum candens,’ ‘orda- 
lium ’). The Visigoths, more influenced by Roman 
custom, seem to have favoured torture rather than 
ordeal as a means of proof, to judge by the absence 
of ordeal from the earlier redactions of the Lex 
Visigothorumj but in a 7th cent, code, prob- 
ably by King Egica, there is an ordmance for hot- 
wmter ordeal, interesting for its wide territorial 
scope, and for the proof which it gives of trust in 
the vdidity of this form of test (Lex Visigothorum, 
VI. i. 3. ; M.G. Leges, 1893, p, 250). 

The Langobard treatment of ordeal m interesting 
in its variety. The Laws of Rothair (A.i>. 643) 
make no mention of ordeal other than the duel, 
and that offiyin ease of obstinacy on the part of 
an offender (Rothair, 198 ; Jif.G. Leges, iv. 342). _ 

Luitprand (A.D, 731) ordains the duel as a test m 
a charge for the murder of a freeman, but the 
same time he shows his distrust of a method 
retained only because of its antiquity: ‘Quia 
incerti sumus de judicio Dei, eb multos audivimua 
per pugnam sine justitia causam suam perdere, 
sed propter consuetudinem gentis nostrae Lan- 
cobardorum legem ipsam vetare non possumus 
luitprand, 118; M.G. Leges, iv. 156). It is not 
until the Langobard submission to the 
that element ordeals play any part in Langobard 
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laws, as a result of their important place in 
Frankish codes. The Franks soon after their 
conversion Christianized the element ordeals, one 
of which had already appeared in the Salic Law 
(see above, p. 631*), but tne Church strove against 
the duel ; the Burgundian code, however, persisted 
in giving _ special prominence to it, and in the 
6th cent, it was again legally recognized. Charle- 
magne was a convinced upholder of ordeal, especi- 
ally of the unilateral forms. He recognized the 
duel, but attempted to replace it by a new form of 
bilateral ordeal, that of the cross, in which both 
plaintifiF and defendant stood motionless, with arms 
outstretched against a cross ; whichever first 
moved or let fall his arms was judged guilty. 
This is obviously a Christian ordeal, but its 
heathen prototype is found in’ the stapfsalcen, 
or asseveration, with right hands outstretched, de- 
scribed in de Populi Leg., tit. 6 {M.O. Leges, iii. 
465). The cross ordeal first appears in Frankish 
law under Pepin (A.d. 763), for a claim of a woman 
against her husband. In Charlemame’s laws for 
the Pranks it is the test for theft and for disputes 
of boundaries (M.G. Capit. i. 129); for the Lom- 
bards he makes it the alternative to the duel 
(M.G. Leges,- iv. 611, tit. 130), but for other 
charges, such as certain murder-charges, decrees 
the nine ploughshares (t6. p. 607, tit. 104). The 
cross ordeal persisted in Lombard law until for- 
bidden by Lothair in the early 9th cent., ‘ne 
Christ! passio . . . cujuslibet temeritate contemptui 
habeatur’ (id. p. 656, tit. 93) ; Lothair also applied 
to the Lombards the Frankish decree of his father, 
Louis the Pious, annulling the cold-water ordeal 
(id. p. 648, tit. 66 ; M.G. Capit. ii. 16). 

In spite of this enlightened attitude, ordeal 
became so deeply rooted in the popular custom of 
the two following centuries as to be known in 
Canon Law as purgatio vulgaris. The Church 
itself relied upon it for the conviction of both 
clerical and lay offenders (cf. Lea, op, cit. pp. 366- 
363), and Avas univilling to forgo a privilege at 
once BO impressive and so lucrative ; there ivas a 
growing tendency, hoivever, to confine its use to 
the conviction of heretics, and this use of the iron 
ordeal was allowed even by the Lateran Council of 
1215. In secular usage the practice of it tended 
to be confined to accusations of unchastity and 
of conjugal infidelity ; thus Richardis, ivife of 
Charles the Fat, and Knnigund, empress of Henry 
II., both underwent the oroeal of the nine plough- 
shares. Distrust in the efficacy of ordeal did, 
however, appear, in spite of this rwal and ecclesi- 
astical acknowledgment of it, and in spite of its 
vigorous defence, supported by Biblical ivarrant, 
by Hincmar of Bheims in the 9th century. This 
distrust found expression in many quarters (cf. 
Lea, op. cit. pp. 348-350), and afiects a legal code in 
the Assize of Jerusalem, where ordeal was alloiyed 
only when the accused accepted it voluntarily. 
It IS reflected in literature, both in the courtly 
epic of Gottfried von Strassburg, where Isolt 
escapes the conviction of iron ordeal by an oath 
literally exact, but intentionally dec^tive (Tristan, 
i. 16731ff., Werke, ed. F. H. vender Hagen, Breslau, 
1823, i.), and in popular realistic poetry, as in the 
poem where a guilty husband tmenly practises 
trickery in the iron ordeal (cf. M. Haupt, ZDA 
viii. [1851] 89-95). Yet these references from 
German literature are not to be taken as proof of 
general disregard of ordeal ; on the contrary, ordeal 
persists later in German codes than in those of any 
other Teutonic nation ; thus provision for the 
duel appears in the Schioadcnspicget of the 13th 
cent. (tit. 340, 359, 300, ed. W. WackemaTCl, Zurich, 
1840) ; and for the duel, alternating ivith the water 
and iron ordeals, ' in the Saehscnspicgel of the 
14th century (i. 39. iii. 21, ed. C. G. Homeyer, 


Berlin, 1827). In S. Germany forms of ordeal still 
occur in popular custom perhaps more persistently 
than in any other country, though often much 
weakened and disguised. 

LiTziUTniiE. — H. C. Lea, Supprtitian and Foret^, Phila- 
delphia, 1878, pp. 240-363; J. Grimm, Deutsche lieehtsalter- 
thiimer*, cd. Heusler and Hiibner, Leipzig, 1899, voi. ii. ch. vil. ; 
H. Paul, Grand, der germ. Philolofiet, Strassburg, 1900, voi. 
iii. sect. be. B. 7, § 91 (by K. von Amira); H. Brunner, 
Deutsche Jteehtsgeschiehte^, Leip^, 1892, ii. 899-419; J. Pat- 
etta, Le Ordalie, Turin, 1890; F. Liebermann, Die Gesetze 
der Angelsaehsen, Halle, 1903-12, voi. L pp. 401-430, voi. Ii. 
pt. ii., s.vv. ‘Ordal,’ ‘Kaihrasser,' etc. 

M. E. Seaton. 

ORDER. — I. Orderliness and its uses. — In 
dealing with sets or collections that consist of 
individual objects — sets of objects such as the 
stars in the sky, the men who are members of a 
social group, or the articles of furniture that are 
present in a given room — ive may proceed in either 
of two Avays. 

(1) The first is the purely empirical wny,_AA-hich 
Ave folloAv Avhen avo note each individual object by 
itself, and then consider its relations to the other 
objects Avhioh belong to the collection. Thus we 
may take note of various chairs in one room, that 
one is near this AvindoAV, another close to that door, 
and so on. Again, Ave may notice that, at a given 
time, one star is Ausible in the east, another is 
prominent in the Avest, and that the north star 
stands in such and such relations to stars Avhich 
belong to the constellation called the Great Bear. 
This method of studying the objects Avhich make 
up a given collection is of great importance, but, 
unless it is supplemented, it leaves us without a 
knoAvledge of the orderliness of the objects and of 
the collection Avhich Ave study. 

(2) The second is a Avay dependent upon our 
poAver to discover that the objects of the collection 
Avhich Ave have studied are subject to such laws 
that, when Ave have observed some of the facts 
with regard to those objects, we can infer from 
the knowledge of these facts what may prove to be 
a multitude of other facts to which the objects of 
the same collection are also subordinate. In so far 
as we can effectively draAV such inferences, we are 
able to make the empirical knoAA’ledge which Ave 
first obtain, and which may be, so to speak, ‘ ruler 
over a feiv things,’ into the source of a knoAvledgo 
Avhich also makes us ‘rulers over many things.’ 
That is, from the empirical knoAvledge Avhich has 
for its object individual members of the collection 
which Ave are studying, we may be able to infer, 
tlirongh general laAvs knoAvn to us, a knoAvledge 
relating to other members of the same collection, 
and, on occasion, to a great many other such 
objects. 

When a collection of objects has characters so 
subject , to laAV that from a knowledge of some 
portion of the objects, their characters, and re- 
lations Ave are able to infer what are the char- 
acters and relations of at least some of the other 
objects, it has, in a highly general sense, the char- 
acter of orderliness. The objects of this collection 
form in some sense an order, or Avhat is also some- 
times called an array. A closer examination shows 
that there are many different kinds of orderliness 
and order, some of Avhich are much more important 
than others. But in the most general sense we 
may say that a collection of objects possesses order 
by Aurtue of the fact that, from a knowledge of 
Avhat is true of some of its members Ave can in- 
fer in definite ways Avhat is or Avill be true about 
the other objects of the collection, or about some 
portion of them. Order is important for us because, 
m the first place, by means of such properties be- 
longing to collections Ave can and do economize the 
Avork both of our science and of our conduct in 
dealing with collections of objects which possess 
especiaJly the more important kinds of order. In- 
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stead of dealing with all the details of a collection 
of objects, we deal with a portion of the facts, and 
then use our information to guide our behaviour in 
dealing with the rest, or with some portion of the 
objects. 

The simplest instance of the value of order is furnished hy the 
distinction between a confused or disorderly collection of men 
and an orderly array of individuals, such ns is represented by 
soldiers drawn up in battle line, or by otHoials tokinp part in a 
public ceremony. If you look from a window upon a crowd of 
people in a park or in a market-place, and if they are not notably 
an ordered collection, you may make the general statement that 
the lack ot order among them is exemplified by the fact that 
each individual is going his own way, so that, if you want to 
flpd out what he is doing or whither he is going, you must watch 
him for himself; his neighbour’s doings may not be in any 
clearly observable relation to his own. IVhat one is doing does 
not enable you to infer what others are doing. If, as in many a 
market-place or street, the people ore in various ways imitating 
one another, and are engaged in common activities, this very 
fact introduces, as for as it goes, some sort of order into the 
group. _ The ebb and flow of the crowd in the market-place or 
street, if subject to observable laws at all, makes possible the 
inference that some of those present are leaders in the move- 
ments which go on, while others are followers and imitators, 
that some preside, incite or address the crowd, or offer their 
uares for sale, while others are followers, or buyers, or are led 
or influenced by leaders or by the vendors of wares. So far ns 
such knowledge permits you to make valid inferences from the 
observed facts regarding certain individuals to the observable 
or predictable facta regarding others, the crowd in question is 
not a disorderly assembly, or a collection devoid of what may 
be regarded as its own sort of order. The uninitiated observer 
who looks down upon the floor of a Stock Kxchange finds a 
general appearance of disorder, or of the lack of order, in the 
collection of people whom ha at first observes. When he is 
better acquaintetl with the business going on, and with the way 
in which it is done, he is able to draw inferences with regard to 
some of the people and the modes of behaviour represented, 
while he learns to base his inferences upon what he observes 
about the people and the conduct that first attracted his atten- 
tion. The observer gradually learns something about the laws 
followed by those who do business in the Stock Exchange, while, 

P recisely as his knowledge grows, the people on the floor of the 
took Exchange appear to him more and more as an assemblage 
of persons having, and engaged in following, a more or less 
determinate order. 

2. Law and order. — It will be observed that, in 
the sense which we here emphasize, order depends 
upon the presence of definable law, and varies with 
the laws which are in question. On the other 
hand, there is a difference between the lawfulness, 
or general subjection to law, whicli may belong to 
the real world, to our conduct, or to our thought, 
and that which we call ‘ order ’ for the purposes of 
the present discussion. By ‘ lawfulness ’ we mean 
a character which is generally viewed as belonging, 
not to individuals or collections of individuals, but 
to the general modes of behaviour, the general 
qualities, character, or relations which nature 
roUows, which we regard as belonging to the real 
world, or which we discover when we contemplate 
the natural world, the metaphysically real world, 
or our world of thought or of conduct. Eat ‘ order ’ 
belongs to sets of individuals, to collections, to 
arrays of things, persons, deeds, or events. In 
other words, to use the term first prominently 
associated with the famous doctrine of Duns Scotus 
concerning the nature of individuals, order belongs 
to collections of ‘ hsecoeities,’ to groups of in- 
dividuals, or of objects which are viewed as hasc- 
ceities ; but laws and lawfulness in general especi- 
ally belong to our science, thought, and modes of 
behaviour. 

j&g., the planetary motions are subject to Kepler’s laws, or to 
the Newtonian law of ^avitation. But the solar system pos- 
sesses, or is, an order, since there are some facts about planets 
moving in orbits external to the earth's orbit which can be 
inferred from this very fact. Thus from the fact that the orbit 
of Jupiter is related in a well-known way to the orbit of the 
earth, while the orbit of Venus lies between the orbit of tbe 
earth and the sun, we can infer that, on occasion, Jupiter and 
Venus, as viewed from the earth, appear to be nearly opposite 
each other, while Jupiter and Saturn, being so related to the 
earth that the earth’s orbit lies between each of them and the 
sun, cannot appear to us as oocupj’ing positions in the sky 
which are opposite to each other. These simple facts can be 
inferred from our knowledge of the way in wliich the orbit of 
the earth is related to the orbit of these other planets. But 
such facts and inferences relate to the hiooceities, to the planets 


in question, and to their real or apparent relative positicoi u 
members of the order ot the solar system. 

In brief, a law of nature is an invariant mode 
of change which some process, or class of processes, 
exemplifies. Analogous definitions apply to laws 
and lawfulness wherever these are present in the 
ethical or the metaphysical world, or’ in any world, 
real or ideal, which is properly to be conceived as 
subject to invariant modes of change or behaviour. 
But an order is a set of hsecceities, or of individuals, 
such that, by virtue of laws to which these 
hsecceities or their general characters are subject, 
it is possible to draw the inferences exemplified 
above from some members of the order to other 
members of the same order. 

The contrast between laws on the one hand and 
order on the other is easily seen in the ethical as 
well as in the natural realm. The moral law re- 
lates to principles and modes of conduct, and so 
explicitly to universale. The golden rule, the 
Kantian categorical imperative, Bentham’s maxim 
regarding the choice of the greatest happiness, are 
all definitions of supposedly invariant modes of 
action, ideal types of behaviour, which the moral 
law counsels for various classes or sorts of moral 
agents. On the other hand, in a court of law 
plaintiff and defendant, together with their counsel 
and the judge, are individuals constituting a 
determinate legal order. They constitute such an 
order because, from the fact that we know that 
somebody, A, isjplaintiff, while somebody, T, is 
judge, and somebody else, perhaps B, is coimsel 
for the plaintiff, we can infer certain other facts, 
with regard to the functions, interests, duties, 
purposes, or perils of other actual or possible 
members of the same court, occupied with the 
same business. 

3. The whole numbers. — One of the most 
familiar and important instances of order with 
which the exact sciences are acquainted is the 
order of the so-called ‘whole numbers.’ This 
order is made up of the first member of the order, 
and then the sequence of numbers represented by 
the terms three, four, and so on. It consists of an 
ideally endless sequence of terms whose properties 
are such that a vast number of assertions can be 
made with regard to the properties of numbers. 
These assertions are, ideally speaking, as infinite 
in their multiplicity as is the series of whole 
.numbers itself. Yet, logically speaking, all the 
arithmetic of whole numbers can be deduced from 
the following simple propositions which relate to 
elementary properties of the order in question : 

(1) There is a relation which may exist between two whole 
numbers, and which is called the ‘ relation of next successor to.’ 
Thus four is the next successor to three, two is the nert 
successor to one : and, in general, if n is a whole number, the 
next successor to n is the whole number called n-f 1. 

(2) There is a whole number, and one only, which is not the 
next successor to any whole number. This, also called ‘the 
first whole number,’ may be conveniently represented by tM 
symbol 0. Ihe next successor to 0 is then called one ; the next 
successor to one is called two, and so on. 

(3) Given any number, n, then its next successor, n-Pl, is 
thereby uniquely determined, so that, if evciT whole numbw 
has a next successor, every whole number also has but one next 
Bucccssor* 

(4) Every whole number, without exception, has a next 

successor. , 

(5) If any property whatever is such that it belongs to the 
first whole number, and if it is such that, if it belongs to any 
whole number, it belongs to the next successor of that whole 
number, then this property belongs to all the whole numbers. 

From these principles it is easy to show that the 
series of whole numbers thus defined possesses the 
property of being what is called ‘infinite,’ t.e., 
since every whole number has a next successor, 
there is no last whole number. In brief, the order of 
the whole numbers is such that it has a first member 
and no last, while eve^ one of its members^ hfw a 
next successor, and while it is subject to the prip ciple 
often called ‘ the law of mathematical induction — 
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the law that permits the so-called * reasoning from 
71 to n -1-1, and so to all,’ in case of orders which 
have the same properties as those of the whole 
numbers. Orders of this kind have been call^ 
by A. N. Whitehead and Bertrand Russell ‘pro- 
gressions.’ They are of enormous importance for 
all the exact sciences and for the whole progress of 
the human mind. It will he observed that one can 
exemplify the order of the whole numbers by con- 
sidering a very few, such as zero, one, two, three. 
When one thus becomes aware of the general laws 
to which the whole order is subject, one can deduce 
not merely countless theorems belonjpng to the 
arithmetic of the whole numbers, but countless 
properties exemplified by whole numbers not men- 
tioned in the foregoing elementary example. The 
orderliness of the whole numbers and the proper- 
ties both of the individual members and of possible 
groups of members thus become deducible from 
the principles just stated, and from whatever 
experience we have for knowing or for asserting 
that the order of the Avholo numbers is actually 
exemplified in the real or the ideal world. How 
important this knowledge of order may be we can 
realize if we remember how OTOups of individual 
objects or men can be arranged so as to correspond 
to some portion of the whole number series, while 
such an arrangement is useful in guiding conduct 
and reasoning in the most significant ways. The 
heads of a discourse, the stages of a plan of action, 
the officers or dignitaries of a given hierarchy or 
other numerically ordered array of individuals, 
the deeds of a life, the hours of the day, the days 
of the year, the watches turned out by a manu- 
facturer, may be either arranged or labelled by a 
set of whole numbers. Such an arrangement is 
useful for the most manifold purposes, in planning, 
seeking, or using objects, or in bringing individual 
human beings into co-operation. 

4. Further illustrations. — There are cases in the 
realms of science, art, and life in which we deal 
very extensively with laws and lawfulness without 
paying attention to tlie orders m which these laws 
find tneir concrete exemplification. Thus, ivliile 
our account of any given mstance of order always 
involves a recognition of certain laws to which the 
members of the order are subject, we can have 
elaborate exposition of theories which deal with 
laws and their consequences in general terms, 
while largely neglecting to emphasize those orders 
in which the laws get many highly important 
and concrete illustrations. Thus the science of 
mechanics deals ivith the laws oi motion under 
conditions very often conceived as ideal ; and, in so 
far, that science does not tell us about the natural 
order of the physical world. For astronomy the 
order of the solar system has a certain primary 
interest, at least from one mode of approach. 
Newton’s Frindpia dealt in considerable part with 
the laws of bodies subject to gravitation, and, in 
so far, did not lay stress upon the order of the 
solar system, but upon the laws of planetary 
motion and of the motion of bodies in general. 

On the other hand, where our_ discussions relate 
to general laws and do not primarily lay stress 
upon the concrete orders that we find existing in 
the real or ideal world, then, in so far as they are 
exact and well reasoned, they_ inevitably include a 
more or less extended description of systems of 
ideal objects — conceptual embodiments, so to 
speak, of the laws the logical^ or the ration^ 
principles of which we are making use. In this 
sense any exposition of the laws to which the 
natural or the moral world is subject inevitably 
includes a presentation of some ideally ordered 
system of conceptual entities, of numbers, of 
possible deeds, or of other objects, whose array 
illustrates those laws vrith which we are dealing. 


Once more, the instance of the whole numbers 
serves to illustrate what happens when we reason 
about the laws of nature, or of the ideal or moral 
world. If the watchmaker labels his watches 
with numbers that stand for the order in which 
they were turned out of the factory, ho constructs 
an ordered system of htecceities. This may be 
convenient for the process of finding lost watches, 
or pf registering the purchase or the fortune of 
individual watches. On the other hand, if a man 
deals, as the arithmetician does, with the laws of 
whole numbers, he inevitably makes use of the 
ideal order of the whole numbers themselves. 
This order is constituted, not by the principles of 
the arithmetic of whole numbers cited above, but 
by the ideal hrecceities, called the whole numbers 
themselves. On the other hand, every study of a 
system of law, os it becomes explicit, involves the 
definition of an orderly system of ideal hmcceities, 
which exemplifies the laws in question. Thus the 
relations of law and order become more obvious 
and definite in our discussion. The maxim, 
‘Order is Heaven’s first law,’ gets at least one 
possible and fairly definite interpretation. View- 
ing heaven as a realm whose memuers arc htecceities 
that belong to a world whicli our experience does 
not at present at all adequately cover, we, in faith, 
or in hope, regard these haseceities ns having a 
certain array. This array will also exemplify 
justice, the true values which our human life was 
intended either to exemplify or, in heaven, to 
attain. The distinction between the law and the 
order will be perfectly clear, precisely in so far as 
the laws are understood, and in so far as,_in the 
heavenly world, the order wll be needed, since in 
heaven justice will exist, not merely as a principle, 
but as tlie concrete order of the ‘ just made perfect.’ 
Possibly the law of heaven may be, as Bt. Paul 
maintained, the law of charity. But the order of 
heaven will then bo the order of the concrete indi- 
viduals whose spiritual unity, with one another 
and with their Lord, the Apostle so eloquently 
characterizes. 

5. Series and the correlation of series. — ^The 
term ‘series’ has already been explained by the 
endless ideal series of the whole numbers ; but 
there are many other series besides. VVe early 
become familiar with a new type of series when 
we study ‘ fractions,’ better named ‘ rational 
numbers.' The rational numbers — c.g., decimal 
fractions — form a series, in so far as we take 
account of the fact that two decimal fractions or 
other rational numbers which are equal to each 
other may be treated, for certain purposes, as if 
they were identical. Thus the fractions i, }, -J, 
and the decimal fractions ’6, "50, '500, and so on, 
are all mutually equivalent. We may regard 
them, therefore, os all diOerent representations of 
the same fractional value. If we confine our 
attention to those rational numbers called ‘ proper 
fractions,’ i.c. those which lie between 0 and 1 in 
value, we may notice that the series of the proper 
fractions has the following character : 

(1) When tn’o proper fractions are distinct, i.t., vhen they do 
not possess equivalent values, tliereis a rciatlon existing between 
them whidi is very familiar and possesses decidedly important 
properties. This may be called ‘ tlie relation of preater and 
less," i.t. in the case supposed one of the fractions Is the greater, 
while the other is the less of the two. 

(2) The relation of greater and less is not a mutual relation ; 
ns the logicians sometimes say, it is asymmetrical. It a proper 
fraction P is greater than a prmer fraction Q, then Q is never 
greater than P, but stands to J* in what we call the relation 
'less than.’ The relation 'less than,’ like the relation ‘ greater 
than,* is an asymmetrical relation. Each of these relations la 
the Inverse of the other, and is, in a way, opposed to it in 
• sense,’ or in what may also be regarded, from a certain point 
of view, as ‘ direction.’ 

<S) If we choose any two rational fractions, rand f, which are 
not equal to each other, then there is alwn\-s to be found in 
tlie scries of rational numbers a third rational number which is 
distinct both from r and from (. 1/ct us call tWs thlRl rational 
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number ». Now s may be, ns the third member of this class, 
BO chosen that s is greater than r and less than t. In this 
case we may say that 'b lies between r and t in the series of 
rational fractions.’ 

(4) If we choose to regard 0, not as one of the rational numbers, 
but as lying before all the rational numbers, and forming the 
Inferior one of the two extremes between which all the proper 
fractions lie, while 1 is the superior extreme, then, as we can 
readily see, there is no proper fraction which is the least of all 
the proper fractions. For a perfectly analogous reason the 
series of rational fractions has no greatest member, since, what- 
ever proper fraction we choose, such ns -9990, we can always find 
a proper fraction which is greater than this chosen fraction, and 
which is nevertheless not equal to 1, so that it lies between the 
proper fraction which we just chose and 1. 

(6) To sum up, the series of proper fractions possesses these 
properties: any two of its distinct members stand to each 
other either in a certain unsjcmnetrical relation of the first to 
the second or in the converse of this relation, so that of two 
proper fractions a determinate one is the greater, whUe the 
other is the less. Between any two rational fractions we can 
always find or determine a third which is greater than one of 
the pairand less than tlie other. There is no rational fraction 
which stands first in the series of proper fractions, and no 
rational number that stands last. The series of proper fractions 
has, in this sense, neither beginning nor end. Yet, if we choose, 
we can regard 0 and 1 as extremes so related to the entire series 
of the proper fractions that 0 precedes all of them, despite the 
fact that there is no first member in the series of proper fractions, 
while 1 follows all of them, despite the fact that there is no last 
member in the series. 

(6) Last of all, w-e may mention a property of the ‘greater- 
less ' relation which is of cardinal importance for establishing 
and determining the characters which belong to the series of 
proper fractions. This property is expressed by saying that, if 
there are three proper fractions such that 6 is greater than a, 
while c is greater than b, then c is greater than a ; i.e. the rela- 
tion ‘ greater than ' is not only_ asymmetrical, but is also what 
logicians call ‘ transitive * ; it is a relation which passes over 
from pair to pair, or which follows what William James, in the 
closing chapter of his Principles of Psychology (London, 1001), 
calls ' the axiom of skipped intermediaries.’ 

The simijle but highly abstract example of the 
series of proper fractions has, as we now see, char- 
acters which sharply distinguish it from the series 
of the wliole numbers, in which there is a first 
although no last member. Corresponding to every 
member, n, there is its next successor, On 

the contrary, the series of proper fractions has no 
first and no last member, while none of its members 
has eitJier a next predecessor or a next successor. 
Yet the two series have certain notable features in 
common. In each there is a relation, which we 
may call ‘ the relation of successor,’ whose converse 
may be regarded as ‘the relation of predecessor.’ i 
This relation, so long as it is viewed as between | 
two members of a series which are not of equivalent 
value, rank, or place, is unsyrametrical and transi- 
tive. We can say that, given two proper fractions 
which are not mutually equivalent, one is a suc- 
cessor of the other, in the same way in which we 
may call one of them greater than tlie otiier ; and, 
if we choose two wliole numbers, so long as they are 
not equivalent whole numbers, one of them is, in 
the whole number series, a successor of the other, 
white the other is a predecessor of the one. Differ- 
ent as the two series of whole numbers and proper 
fractions are, they still possess common and rela- 
tion.al characters, which make both of them_ series. 
This may be viewed as a general characteristic of 
all those series which, like the points on a straight 
line in ordinary geometry, the events in a story or 
in a man’s life, the members of a file of_ soldiers, or 
the positions of a heavenly body as it seenis to 
move from a point in the eastern horizon to a point 
where it disappears in the western horizon, are 
possessed of the character of being ‘ open series,’ 
*.6. series which do not return into themselves, and 
which possess no repetitions of a member. 

Open series are of enormous importance for the 
wliole theory of order. The events of time, so far 
as these are known to us, form open series. No 
event recurs. In like manner, any physical process 
wliicli follows, more or less definitely, the course of 
an open line, be it straight or curved, presents the 
features of an open senes. The movements of a 
man, when he walks once over a road and does 


not return, or cross his own tracks at any pomt, 
form an open series. All our business, all our 
plans of life, all that makes oixr life a progress or 
the reverse, all that gives ethical significance to a 
personality and to its activities, are things depend- 
ing upon the character of the open series. In the 
light of the foregoing instances, we may now give 
a definition of the order of an open series. 

Let there he a set of objects, S. The objects 
may be physical or ideal, theoretically or practi- 
cally significant— points, numbers, deeds, people, or 
whatever you will. Let the members of S he 
subject to the following general law : 

If we choose any two members of S, there will be a relation 
which in some ivay has already been exemplified by the relation 
* greater and less.' This relation will apply uniformly to what- 
ever pair of the members of if is taken into consideration, TOth 
this sole proviso, that, if you call it ' the relation ff,’ and if you 
consider two members p and ? of ff, then a determinate one of 
these two members of S, i.e. citherthe member p or the member 
q, will stand in this asymmetrical and transitive relation G to 
the other member of the pair. Since, by hypothesis, the rela- 
tion O is asymmetrical and transitive, if p stands in relation 
6ioq,q will not stand in the relation G to p, but in the con- 
verse of this relation. 

If all the members of S are subject to this 
general law, the members of iS stand in the order 
of an open series, and actually constitute such 
a series. The two cases of the whole numbers and 
the proper fractions are instances of such a serial 
order. 

In the form of a definition, this account of the 
order of an open series may be stated thus : by an 
‘ open series ’ is meant a set, or collection, of objects, 
so that there exists, or is definable, some one rela- 
tion, G, asymmetrical and transitive, such that 
whatever pair, and q, of the members of the set 
j be chosen, one, and of necessity only one, of them 
t stands in the relation G to tne other, while the 
other inevitably stands in the converse of the 
relation G to the first. 

It is obvious that an open series conforms to our 
definition of what constitutes order. It is a set of 
objects. From some assertions regarding members 
of this set other assertions can be inferred. The 
series consists of individuals, while the asymme- 
trical and transitive relation, upon which _ each 
instance of a series depends, itself exemplifies a 
very general relational law. That the members of 
the series themselves illustrate this law makes it 
possible to infer from the relations of some of them 
certain relations belonging to others. 

In the actual work of the sciences as well as in 
the formation, control, and use of serial orders, a 
large part is played by another set of relations, to 
which we must call attention in passing. In 

f eneral we define various distinct series, if we 
ave occasion to define any one series. Thus the 
series of the whole numbers is usually defined, not 
merely in the highly general and abstract manner 
just referred to, but more concretely, namely, in 
connexion with such a process as the counting of 
objects, or the numbering of watches, or, again, in 
connexion with the study of the laws of nature. 
The series of the proper fractions is both theoreti- 
cally and practically used, not merely in dealing 
with abstract arithmetic, but in the processes of 
measurement. Concretely the proper fractions 
become useful to us when we are considering an 
ounce as a determinate subdivision of a pound, 
measurable by means of a certain proper fraction, 
or a foot as a determinate part of a yard. In othei 
words, the abstract series of order, such as are 
exemplified by our proper fractions and onr whole 
numbers, get their more concrete, and in general 
their more practical, significance when they are 
brought into relation with otlier series. _ 

Now the operation of connecting a senal order 
like the whole numbers with an ordinary proc^ 
like the counting of individual things is a special 
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instance of what logicians often call ‘ correlation of 
series.’ A set of individual objects stand before 
me. I need, for various purposes, to count them, 
to know how many of them there are. I do this 
by using the series of whole numbers, treated, for 
the purposes of counting, as an order. I consider 
the concrete set of objects so that, by means of 
pointing, labelling, or some such process, I attach, 
in due order, each one of my whole numbers to 
the members of this collection, continuing until 
every one of the objects to be counted has been 
ointed at, or labelled, by one of my whole num- 
ers. Then I regard the last one of the whole 
numbers of which I make use for this purpose as 
letting me know how many members the collection 
of objects which 1 have been counting contains. 

When we are dealing not merely ivith collections 
which we can count, but with collections which we 
measure, we have frequent reason for correlating 
such series as those of the rational numbers with 
the various real quantities — Avith length, distance, 
weight, size, and so on. The operations upon 
which such correlations depend in many cases are of 
OTeat complexity. Our present interest lies in the 
fact that by means of such processes we get our 
knowledge of the measurable facta of our natural 
world into order, and that we do so by correlating 
the observable or measurable series of lengths, 
distances, and other measurable objects, with our 
already known ideal and logically defined serial 
orders. By means of such correlations the ideal 
order of the abstract numbers — e.y., of the whole 
numbers, of the rational numbers — comes to per- 
vade, to dominate, or, as one may sometimes say, 
to. infect, the at first less orderly or even appa- 
rently disordered world with which our experience 
has to deal. Order is thus correlated with the 
facts which the real world presents to our notice, 
and which experience presents to be operated upon 
by our processes of counting, measunng, or other- 
wise applying our ideal series, such as whole 
numbers or rational numbers, to the objects of our 
experience. Through such correlation our conduct 
gets an orderly organization, which constitutes one 
of the most general and important consequences 
of our scientific study of the world. Instead of 
dealing with a world which seems one of chance 
facts, we discover what appears to be a world well 
arrayed, or at any rate capable of being controlled 
by serially ordered, precisely defined modes of 
action. The discovery of the whole number series 
was one of the first advances of the human mind in 
the exact sciences. All our discovery of order in 
nature, and all the orderly serial arrangement of 
our lives, ideals, and social order have been influ- 
enced by the whole number series, ever since _we 
learned how to think in terms of this number series. 
Thus man first discovers order in the form of series 
of ideal objects, which are, indeed, suggested to him 
by the real world, but which he learns to under- 
stand through such constructive and ideally orderly 
activities os those which counting and measuring 
represent. Thus, by means of correlation, man 
continually introduces order into his real world, 
and is stimulated by whatever he finds orderly in 
that world to an efibrt to increase his own power 
to construct and to understand orderly series and 
their correlation. ^ 

6. Order in the moral and social world. — ^The 
foregoing accounts of instances of order as _we 
find them in the regions with which our theoretical 
science deals illustrate the fact that, in so far as 
we take account of order, we not only , gain a 
theoretical control over our knowledge_ of facte, 
but prepare ourselves for forms of practical activ- 
ity which are made possible through the recog- 
nition, the definition, the production, and the 
control of order. The rows, the scries, the array 


of real and ideal objects ivith which oar science 
deals acquire their importance for us in close con- 
nexion with two principal facts, which result from 
the very nature of order. 

(1) In so far as we are dealing with a collection of 
objects which, when taken together, constitute an 
order, we at every point economize the processes of 
our knowledge, and consequently make it a more 
powerful instrument for grasping the facte of 
nature and the connexions of the universe ; for it 
is of the very nature of an order that, from a 
knowledge of a part of the system which possesses 
it, we can infer what is true about other parts of 
the same order, and, upon occasion, about the 
whole of the order. The general concept of 
material order, and of the correlation of series, has 
shown us how, wherever series are known to us 
and can be systematically correlated, we can con- 
stantly make use of some of our knowledge about 
the facts with which we deal to infer properties 
without which the advance of our knowledge would 
be greatly impeded. 

It is customary to suppose that the most im- 
portant concept of the exact sciences is the concept 
of quantity. That it is the characteristic work of 
the intellect to be guided by the effort to describe 
the world in quantitative terms — this is a thesis 
which has played a large part both in the theory 
and in the criticism of the work of the human 
intellect. The well-known Bergsonian criticism of 
the office and limitations of the intellect is founded 
upon a tendency to interpret the work of the 
exact sciences as, in large part, an effort to define 
nature, as well as reality in general, in prevailingly 
quantitative terms, so that, from this point of \iew, 
the intellect primarily measures, weighs, or other- 
wise quantitatively defines its task and its material. 
But this way of viewing the tasks of the intellect 
is as unjust to the logic of the exact sciences as it 
is unable to define the actual range which the 
conception of order has in the guidance of our 
practical, and, above all, our ethical life. 

The quantitative sciences are indeed of very 
great importance. But their importance is due to 
the fact that the quantities are subject to certain 
very interesting Jaws and types of order, which 
hold true for many other real and ideal systems 
besides those systems which the quantitative 
sciences study and which the arts of measurement 
make prominent. The science of mathematics is 
ill-defined as the science of quantity. On the 
other hand, what gives the quantitative sciences 
their mathematical importance is the fact that in 
the realm of quantities there are certain peculiarly 
interesting types of order present. But these 
quantitative types of order are not the only exact 
types of order. Modem mathematical science is 
interested in a vast number of order types, and of 
orderly stractnres in general, which are in their 
nature not quantitative, and which can be neither 
defined nor studied in terms of quantitative rela- 
tions. Geometry, by virtue both of its original 
name and of a good deal of its actual history, 
appears to be, upon its face, the science that deals 
with space measurement — e.g., with the measure- 
ment of lengths, areas, volumes, and similar ob- 
jects. Bergson has been deceived by this aspect 
of it into calling our geometry ‘a geometry of 
solids,’ and into supposing that the pre-eminence 
which geometry has attained in our physical 
sciences, and imich in consequence the concepts 
that depend on measurements have possessed in 
the development of all our philosophy, is due to 
the evolutionary accidents wliioh have bound the 
human intellect to a dominant interest in the con- 
struction of solid bodies. 

As a matter of fact, however, it is not an anti- 
intellectual tendency, but a profoundly logical 
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interest in the purely orderly, and in the primarily 
non-quantitative aspect of things, that has come 
to be expressed in what is technically called ‘ non- 
metrical geometry.’ Such a geometiy science pos- 
sesses in the branches of mathematics which are 
called ‘projective geometry’ and 'descriptive 
geometry.’ These can be very highly developed 
without making any use of the idea of measurable 
geometrical quantities. Their source lies not in 
our power to measure, to weigh, and mnscularly or 
mechanically to manipulate solids, but, as F. A. 
Enriques of Bologna has shown, in our sense of 
sight, in our power to notice the orderly alignment 
of points and sets of points, and the orderly inter- 
sections of systems of lines, as such intersections 
appear in the field of vision. This non-metrical or 
ordinal geometry may, therefore, be called ‘ visual 
geometry.’ In fact the eye gives us a certain 
knowledge of order, distinct from that which we 
get through our muscles, or through various opera- 
tions of measurement and metrical comparisons. 
The ordinal properties of the field of vision have 
an importance which the logic of science has ne- 
glected until recently. It is the eye that, despite 
all its illusions of perspective, has shown to man, 
from very early in his career, the distinction be- 
tween heaven and earth, and the order of the 
heavenly movements themselves. In this sense 
the eye has played a large part in man’s develop- 
ment in the conception of order. Furthermore, it 
is the purely ordinal aspect of the series of whole 
numbers and of rational numbers that lies at the 
foundation of some of the most important concep- 
tions and theories of arithmetical science. In sum, 
then, the essence of the exact sciences lies in the 
fact that they reveal, as well as use, order, while 
quantity and the realm of the quantitative furnish 
only a special instance of order, not the onlj' in- 
stance, and in certain respects by no means the 
most theoretically fruitful instance. 

(2) With these considerations in mind, we shall 
now be able to make a transition to the types and 
the nature of order which have the greatest interest 
in the moral world. As we have just seen, the 
order of the heavenly motions proved to be of 
great importance in giving men a conception of 
the kind of order that ought to prevail in a justly 
organized moral and social world. From the first, 
then, human conceptions of order have had as 
genuine a moral and social as a scientific and 
theoretical significance. The one great task of the 
intellect is to comprehend the orderly aspect of the 
real and of the ideal world. The conception of 
order lies, therefore, just as much at the basis of 
an ellort to define our ideals of character and 
society as at the basis of arithmetic, geometry, or 
the quantitative sciences in general, or of those 
non-quantitative types of exact science which are 
now on their way to higher development. It is, 
therefore, not a matter of mere accident or of 
mere play on words that, if a man publishes a 
book called simply ‘A Treatise on Order,’ or ‘The 
Doctrine of Order,’ we cannot tell from the title 
whether it is a treatise on social problems or on 
logic and mathematics, whether it deals in the 
main with preserving an orderly social order 
against anarchy or ivith studying those unsym- 
metrical and transitive relations, those operations 
and correlations upon which the theories of arith- 
metical, geometrical, and logical order depend. 
The bridge that should connect our logic and 
mathematics with our social theories is still un- 
finished. The future must and will find such a 
bridge. Then exactness of thinking -will become 
consistent with the idealizing of conduct; the 
realm of the Platonic ideas that are to guide man 
in his search for wisdom will be conceived, at least 
in part, in terms of an order which will not be 


‘ ageometrical ’ — ^not foreign in type to the sort of 
order which the geometricians, especially in the 
non-metrical part of their work, have long had 
reason to study. It only remains now to mention 
some ethical and social relations among human 
beings which are of importance in enablmg us to 
infer from knoivn facts about given human indi- 
viduals what the duties, offices, and social rights 
and positions of other individuals either are or may 
become. 

Among the moral and social relations of human 
beings there are a number of dyadic relations well 
known to us as furnishing a basis for serial order, 
and as being useful in both the lesser and the 
greater matters of social life. Thus the relation 
of superior and inferior in cases where authority is 
concerned enables us to define serial order. If A 
commands B, and B commands 0, and if orders can 
be transmitted from pair to pair, then, in general, 
or under more or less precisely definable conditions, 
the commands of A may pass, as we often say, 
indirectly, through his subordinate B to B'b sub- 
ordinate C, In such cases it may be as well for A 
to transmit his commands through B to (7 as to 
express his authority directly. How far such a 
series may extend and how many terms it may 
have will vary with the type of authority in 
question, with the range of its application, and 
so ivith the number of members who constitute the 
series. But, as far as the order goes, its essential 
characteristics are the same as those exemplified 
by a selected series of ordinal numbers, such as 3, 
4, 6, 6. The usefulness of the idea of order is 
strictly analogous in the two cases. The signifi- 
cance of the series consisting of an officer and his 
subordinates, their subordinates, and so on, lies in 
the fact that, from a knowledge of some of the 
facts relating to the persons in question and to 
their authority, the relations of others of the facts 
can be deduced, and thus what is called an orderly 
mode of activity can be predetermined. 

A relation decidedly dffierent from that of 
authority, but of great practical importance, is 
that of some one who writes a letter, hands it 
to a messenger, who in his turn passes it over to 
some predetermined receiver of messages, while 
the process of indirect transmission is thus con- 
tinued in an orderly way, until the letter reaches 
its destination. Such indirect but orderly trans- 
mission of messages may be as efieotive for pur- 

f loses of communication as if the writer gave his 
etter to his correspondent without the use of 
intermediaries. Of such orderly transmission the 
conveyance of correspondence through the Post 
Office is a familiar example. What is essential to 
this sort of order is that, since from some facts you 
can, in an orderly system, deduce the existence of 
other facts, the whole undertaking of transmitting 
information, or other contents of letters, becomes 
definite, and, subject to the well-known fallibility 
of human conduct, predictable. The whole busi- 
ness world depends for the order of its transactions 
upon systems of organization which involve this 
serial order. Civilized man does most of his work 
through intermediaries. He pays a foreign 
creditor a debt by dTa^ving upon his oivn local 
bank. He purchases in a distant part of the world 
by transmitting his orders through all sorts of 
indirect channels. What he needs to know in 
order to guide his actions reasonably is the same 
sort of thing as a student of non-metrical geometry 
has to recognize when he draws conclusions about 
an orderly array of points, or the arithmetician 
computes when he casts up sums of columns of 
figures; i.e., the civilized man, like the arithmeti- 
cian, uses in his business, as the mathematici^ 
uses in his computations, some order system. It 
is an order system because a knowledge of part ol 
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the facts regarding its constitution enables us to 
reaoli a knowledge of other facts. In reaching this 
conclusion we use general principles. So far as 
these are exemplified by some system of individual 
men, of individual acts, and, in general, of htec- 
ceities, that system is an order system. Its order 
has for us the value that hereby we are able to 
arrange our modes of conduct and to predict their 
outcome. 

. As in the mathematical, so in the moral and 
social systems, that form of order called ‘serial 
order ’ is especially familiar and important. But, 
wherever the system ■with which we deal enables 
us to compute, with greater or less probability, 
some of its facts from others supposed to be given, 
we are dealing with an order system. 

In general, we may say that, since it is essential 
to order that we should be able to draw conclusions 
which to us are novel from knowledge about the 
relations of certain facts given, the most familiar 
features of an order system will be those which 
have been illustrated by the transitivity of the 
various pairs of members belonging to a given 
series. 

We may say that, II by the Bymhol R(ahay)l mean simply 
the assertion, ‘The hrecceities, a, b, x, and y, stand In some 
relation which I call the relation A,' and il by the symbol S(ed 
xtl)l mean the assertion, ‘ The hascceitiea, c,d,x, and y, stand in 
the relation S to one another,' and if I am able to conclude that, 
in the sj'stem of objccta of which I am speaking, the assertion is 
true that the hmcceities, a, b, c, and d, stand to one another in 
the relation T, so that, using analogous symbols, I can write T 
(o b e d), and il general laws ol this sort are true ol the whole 
system with which I am dealing, then that system Is in some 
sense an ordered system, although the property ol the relations 
upon which I lay stress is a relational property that permits 
some sort ol elimination. Were the laws ol this elimination 
sufficiently known and sufficiently general, they would pemit 
definite knowledge and, on occasion, definite courses ol action, 
which might rival in their orderliness the states ol knowledge 
and courses ol action which we have illustrated by the instances 
ol the numbers and similar mathematical objects. 

Such laws may be social. Were it the law ol some social order 
that, il a, b, x. and y belong to the same social club in a great 
city, and il o, d, x, and y meet in the market-place ol the city on 
a given day, as a lact fl, b, c, and d will all bow to one another, 
and will all take off their hats, then that social order would be 
subject to a law which it might be worth while to know, and 
which would certalniy give us a right to say that a, b, e, d, x, 
and y were, at any rate lor the time in question, an orderly 
osscinblatre of persons. The order in question nught not be 
ol an externally peaceable sort. Thus we might oppose an 
essemblage of men subject to the Iaw thsti If 
fouifht side by side in the trenches, and if c, d, a;, and y fought 
in opposed trenches, u, b, o, and d would, at the earliest oppor- 
tunfty, Iraternize and cease lighting. Tliis ^enmlage ol men 
would bo subject to a sort ol order. The law characterizmg 
this order might be stated in the lorm that, in some defi^hle 
class ol instances, the comrades ol certain opponents WMld, at 
the earliest opportunity, frotemize. However strange the iea% 
it would have some sort ol importance il it could be statea ana 
put into application In some determinate manner- 

Now in social and ethical matters, quite ns much 
as in mathematical and natural matters, ivherever 
there are laws which permit snch eliminations, 
there is some sort of order in the system character- 
ized hy the presence of such laws. _To conceive a 
world in which there is such order is to conceive 
what makes possible the realization of those 
ethical ideals most characteristic of organized 
communities. If an organized and orderly com- 
munity either exists or is in process of making, we 
can he loyal to it. Bor in such a community the 
individual can devote himself to aotiv^ies ■whose 
fruit does not merely remain his oivn, but falls to 
the lot of the other hmcceities with whom he is 
bound by relational ties. Order, therefore, 
least possible order, is the condition ujion which 
depends the existence of anything lovable about 
our social system. If each acts only as an ifidi- 
vidual, the mere fact that he happens to be 
benevolent does not render lns_ benevolence other 
than capricious. Loyal activity, on the other 
hand, is always orderly, since it involves acting in 
ways that are determined not merely ly' personal 
desires, or hy the interests of other individuals, but 


by the relations in Avhich one stands to those other 
individuals. Paying one’s debts is a loyal act, as 
far as it goes. But it is an act which has no 
meaning for me unless I c.an recognize the relation 
of debtor and creditor. If I am not loyal, I say, 
in substance, ' I will do this if I choose to do it.' 
If I am loyal, I say, ‘ I do this in caso my relations 
to others in the community require me to do thus 
and thus.’ 

It is possible, no doubt, to recognize relations 
without possessing the richer spirit of loyalty. 
Barren intcHectuansm is os possible in ethics as in 
our view of reality. But the essence of loyalty is 
that from the value of our relations to some things 
— c.g., to some individuals or hmcceities — ave are 
able to discover something about the value of our 
relations to other things. Loyalty which can draw 
no conclusions, which cannot reason from one’s 
interest in certain hseoceities and certain relations 
to some practically important inference about 
one’s relation to other haicceities and other social 
ties, remains blind and dumb, a mere sentiment, 
like the luxuriantly sentimental altruism of a 
Koussean, sending his omi infant children to the 
foundling hospital, or of a Shelley, lyrically 
delighting in the sacrifice 

‘ Ol one who gave an enemy 
His plank, then plunged aside to die ' 

(Promttheus (Tnbound, act 1.), 

while he ruthlessly abandons Harriet Westbrook 
to commit suicide, ‘when the lamp is shattered,’ 
and ‘ the light in the dust lies dead.’ 

It is essential to loyalty to draw conclnsions, to 
live in a moral and social world which is, at least 
in some respects, conceived as orderly. In this 
sense the idea of order lies at the basis both of the 
ideal and of the life of any community in which 
loyalty is possible. 

7. Law, order, and negation. — Order, as we 
have said, is closely connected with law, Laiv is 
some aspect of our real or ideal ■n-orld which per- 
mits us to draw inferences. It is fairly obvious 
that, when we know a law in terms at once general 
and e.xaot, we are able, granted the suitable data, 
to draw a series of inferences } i.c., if certain pre- 
misses logically warrant a certain conclusion, then, 
in general, this conclusion may be made the basis 
of further inferences, which indirectly follow, 
through the form of reasoning which the traditional 
text-books of logic call a ‘sorites, ’from the premisses 
•with Avhioh we started. As, in n well-prdered com- 
mercial system which includes a series of banks 
or other agencies for the transmission of payments, 
one is permitted to pay one’s debts more simply, 
and in a more convenient way, by paying one 
banker, who transmits some negotiable paper to 
another hanker, and so on to the end of the series, 
so, wherever an orderly system of computation, 
rational investigation, or definite inference in serial 
order is possible, one reaches conclusions which 
may be important by means of intermediate steps of 
reasoning, by orderly change of premisses and con- 
clusion. In the case of the reasoning process the 
series may be interwoven in the most complex 
manner. In the exact sciences they are so inter- 
woven. The order in that case is not merely an 
order of a simply serial type. The total result of 
the interwoven systems of scries of inferences 
whereof the exact sciences consist is the develop- 
ment of a richer and richer system of order. The 
results of an old investigation become the basis of 
a now inquiry. One branch of exact science be- 
comes interlaced and combined ■\nth another. 
What is characteristic of the process is that, what- 
ever forms of synthesis appear, inference is every- 
where an ally and an instrument both in defining 
and in attaining at once the conception of order 
and the orderliness of the system with which one 
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deals. In consecLuence it is one of the laws of the 
more purely theoretical sciences that, whatever 
special motives determine their development, they 
constantly tend to produce a richer wealth of 
orderliness in our own system of ideas. Upon 
each new stage of orderly conceptions new forms 
of order and of orderly systems are based. Where 
the methods of the inductive sciences enable us 
to recognize that these mathematically definable 
types of order have their corresponding systems of 
facts in the real world, our theories, developed by 
the process of inference, become more and more 
widely applicable to our understanding nature, so 
that the world seems to us more and more orderly. 
In so far as, at any point of our mental develop- 
ment, we see ways of creating facts and systems of 
facts, social orders and systems of social orders, 
which correspond to the ideas which we have so 
far organized, our moral and social worlds tend to 
become more orderly. 

In brief, our power to infer, in the world of 
theory and of practice, both accompanies and, 
where it is limited by our ignorance or lack of 
intelligence, in its turn limits our power to conceive 
ideal order and to understand the order of nature, 
and, finally, our power to give to our lives that 
orderliness which can win and hold our loyalty 
and render our life that of the spirit. And that is 
why the maxim, ‘Let all things be done decently 
and in order,’ is no mere e-xpression of pedantry or 
formalism, but an ideal maxim, whose practical 
and religious significance finds its principal limita- 
tion in our ignorance or inability to give expression 
to our orderly ideals. 

Order, then, is known to us through inference ; 
i.e. the orderly is that which corresponds, in the 
real or the ideal world, to what we infer when we 
OTstematically draw conclusions from premisses. 
Therefore the understanding of the inmost nature 
of order logically depends upon imderstanding the 
relations on which our power to infer rests. 

We may sura up ivith the observation that, if we 
had no exact idea of what inference is, we should 
have no exact idea of what order is, while our very 
idea of what inference is depends, in all cases 
where an inference relates to classes and to general 
law, upon our idea of what constitutes the negative 
of a defined class of objects or cases. Without 
negation there is no inference. Without inference 
there is no order, in the strictly logical sense of 
the word. The fundamentally significant position 
of the idea of negation in determining and con- 
trolling our idea of the orderliness of both the ideal 
and the real world, of both the natural and the 
spiritual order, becomes, in the light of all these 
considerations, as momentous as it is, in our 
ordinary popular views of this subject, neglected. 
To the article Negation we must, therefore, refer ! 
as famishing some account of the lomcaJ basis upon 
which the idea of order depends. From this point 
of view, in fact, negation appears as one of the 
most significant of all the ideas that lie at the base 
of all the exact sciences. By virtue of the idea of 
negation we are able to define processes of infer- 
ence — processes which, in their abstract form, the 
purely mathematical sciences illustrate, and which, 
m their natural expression, the laws of the physical 
world, as known to our inductive science, exemplify. 
Serial order is the simplest instance of that orderly 
arraying of facts, inferences, and laws upon which, 
on the theoretical side of its work, science depends ; 
while, as we have seen,- in the practical world, the 
arraying, the organizing, of individual and social life 
constantly illustrates, justifies, and renders spiritu- 
ally precious this type of connexion, which makes 
our lives consecutive and progressive, instead of 
incoherent and broken. 

Relations of the general type of ‘ correspondence ’ 


enrich and interweave the various serial orders 
which nature, as well as our ideas, life as well as 
theory, present to our knowledge. If order is only 
one aspect of the ^iritual world, it is an indis- 
pensable aspect. Without it life would be a chaos, 
and the world a bad dream. Loyalty would have 
no cause, and human conduct no meaning. 

When logically analyzed, order turns out to be 
something that would be inconceivable and incom- 
prehensible to us unless we had the idea which is 
expressed by the term ‘ negation.’ Thus it is that 
negation, wnich is always also something intensely 
positive, not only aids us in giving order to life, 
and in finding order in the world, but logically 
determines the veiy essence of order, 

LrrERATUBE. — Hegel’s Logic, both his briefer statement in 
his Eneyclopddie?, Heidelberg, 1830, and his much longer dis- 
cussion in his Larger Logic, vols. iii.-v. in his collected Werke, 
Berlin, 1832-40, treats the idea of negation at length, but does 
not clearly see in what relations negation stands to order. The 
first really modem treatment of the conception of order is con- 
tained in Bertrand A. W, Rnssell, Principles of JfatAemafics, 
Cambridge, 1903. A much fuller discussion of various mathe- 
matical aspects of the concept of order appears in A. N. 
Whitehead and B. A. W. Russell, Prineipia Mathematica, 
8 vols., Cambridge, 1910-13. A considerable number of modem 
treatises on geometry give an account of so much of the concept 
of order as is especially important for the understanding of pro- 
jective geometry. J. Royce has a summary discussion entitled 
‘Principles of Logic,' in the Encyclopcsdia of the Philosophical 
Sciences, Eng. ed., London, 1918; here lope has been defined 
as ‘the science of order,’ and some of the considerations which 
are used in this article have been somewhat more technically 
stated in vol. 1. pp. 67-120. JOSIAH HOYCS, 

ORDINAL. — See Ordination (Christian), 
Prayer, Book of Common. 


ORDINATION (Christian). — By this term is 
meant the manner of admission of persons to 
ministerial office in the Christian Church. For 
methods of appointment (such as election or 
nomination) see Laity; for the ordainer see 
Ministry (Early Christian). This article has to 
deal only with the liturgical side of the matter, 
i.e. with the ceremonial and forms used in ad- 
mission to the ministry in the various Christian 
communities in the world in ancient and in modem 
times. 

I. First six centuries in East and West.— (a) 


Phraseology . — It is necessary, before we discuss 
the customs of different ages and countries, to 
consider the words used for admission to the 
ministry. We find that, just as them was a con- 
siderable fluidity of nomenclature m the names 
of the ministerial offices in the earliest Christian 
period (see Ministry, § 2), so in the succeeding 
ages there was no fixed terminology for ‘ordi- 
nation.’ 

One of the most common forms of expression was to speak of 
‘ appointing ' ministers, and their * appomtment * {Ka6i(rTavtiy or 
teadurrayt iroraoTocrip) j so in Ac 6^ of the Seven, in 1 of 
presbyters, in He 7^ 8^ of the Jewish high priest, in Clement 
of Borne (Cor. i. 42) of * bishops * and deacons, in the 10th canon 
of the Conned of Antioch in Encceniis jWl) of readers, 
subdeacons, and exorcists, in Eusebius, SE vii. 9 (raTaoraerW 
used with, and as equivalent to, Athanasius 

(Apol c. Arian, Ilf.), and elsewhere ; and in the Church Orders 
this mode of expression is used of any order from bishops down- 
wards, though at Antioch in Eitctsn, (as above) it is used of 
the minor orders in contrast to the word x«pororetr, used m 
bishops, priests, and deacons (for the references in the Ohurim 
Orders see A. J. Maclean, Ancient Church Orders^ p. 78). We 
find the expressions ‘to ordain,' ‘ordination' (xeeporovetv, 
veipoTona), especially but not exclusively of the three higher 
or^rs, as at Ancyra (can. 18 ; A.n. 314), Nic^ (can. J f 
Antio(^ (os above), Neocassarea (can. 9 ; A.i), 814 or a little later), 
and frequently In the Church Orders ; these words do not neces- 
sarily imply laying on of hands, and sometimes mean election 
(properiy by a show of hands) or even appointment onlj^ hut 
they do not negative the laying on of hands. In Ac 1455 pis 
verb is used of ‘appointing* presbyters by Paul and Barnabas, 
but there is no Indication here that it means the act of ordina- 
tion,' though we can scarcely doubt that the way m whi^ 
they appointed presbyters was by such an act (see EAC,aTU 
‘Ordination,' § t). So In the jDidaehCt 16 
‘appoint (xetpoToyjjtrate) therefore for yourselves bishops an^n 
deacons,’ In the Apostolic Canons (c. a.B. 400), 
signifies on ordination service over bishops, presbyters, deacons, 
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and the ‘rest of the clerks’ (nAjipiicoi; can. 1, 2). Ontheother 
hand, to lay on hands ’ (xetpoBn-tiv) and •laj’in? on of hands* 
(ytipoffriria) are used, thouch less often, for ordination, especi- 
ally when that ceremony is emphasized, while they are also 
frequently used for other impositions of hands, such as in con- 
firmation, and oven for benediction, when hands are stretched 
out over persons, as in the dismissal of catechumens In the 
litargy {Apost. Const, vii. 89; c. A.n. 875); the verb is used 
with reference to ordination in the Const, through Hipp. IS 
mink, pidascalia eC Const. Apost. ii. 82) and apparently in- 
cludes it in Apost. Const, iii. 10 (see JIaclean, pp. 163-165). 
The instance in the Constitutions thrmigh Bippolytus is remark- 
able. In this work ftirobably an epitome of a first draft of 
Apost. Const, hk. viii.i^ripoToi'etris used of ordinations gener- 
ally, hut of a reader it is expressly said oi xtipoSmirat—s.e., he 
is appointed by a form of ordination, but hands arc not laid 
upon him. The substantive xvipedca-fa is used in .dpost. Const, 
fi. 32 of the gilt of the Holy Spirit by our Lord to His ministers, 
in the 0th canon of Neoc®sarea of the ordination of a presbyter 
(in the same canon x*‘poTovio is used in this sense, but the 
emphasis in the phrase where xeipofirerta occurs is on the laying 
on of hands), and in the 10th canon of Nicasa, which denies that 
deaconesses have been ordained— as they have not received any 
X«ipoff«oia they must be classed merely among the laity. We 
may note here, in anticipation, that In the present Orthodox 
Greek ordination services x“pofl«ria is used lor ordination of 
the minor orders (or perhaps only of subdeacons and deacon- 
esses ? ; see below, § i6), xeiporavia for that of bishops, presbyters, 
and deacons (Llttledale, Offices of the ifoly Eastern Church, 
p. 206). In Sarapion’s Saeramentarj/ (e. A.n. 850) a double 
phrase is used : Maying on of hands of the apMintment of a 
bishop ’ (x<ipoOrffia Karaoraofus eirtcncoaov, $ 14), and similarly 
tor the ordination of presbyters and deacons (? 12 f.). For other 
instances of the above terms see JThSt 1. 273f. In Ac 2(P5 
Ti'Pijpt is used o! the Holy Ghost appointing ‘ bishops.’ 

Corresponding words in Ijatin are ordinare, ordinatio (Tert. 
de Preeser. 41), and constituere (often in Cj'prisn.i e-g. Ep. i. 
[Ixv.] 1, iii. tlxiv.] 3, xxix. [xxili.], lii. (xlviii.l 2, though these 
and similar words were often used of nomination to the 
ministry). The ordained person was said to be promoted (pro- 
tnoceri [Elvira, can. SO ; e. a.d. 305], rrpoxe‘iitieoSai [Nicasa, can. 
10; Apost. Can. 82 (81)], irpoe\6tiv I Apost. Const, vi. 17, car. 
leet. vaaeX0tiv]t irpoayeodat [Ancyra, can. 12 ; Nicasa, can. 1]), or 
to be 'blessed* (Orange, can. 23 [A.n. 441), where beneaictio 
fetrfta!=‘ ordination to the diaconate’), or ‘consecrated’ (Leo 
the Great, Ep. ri. Cl'"-] G). These details of nomenclature are 
extremely Important, as erroneous deductions have often been 
made from Patristic statements owing to a failure to distinguish 
the terms used. Further details, especially regarding later 
centuries, may be seen in Hatcli’s art. ‘Ordination’ in DOA, to 
which several additions are here made. 

At a later date a difference was made in the 
West between ‘consecration’ of a bishop and the 
‘ ordination ’ to other orders. But no such distinc- 
tion is found in the earlier period or is known in 
the East at the present day. 

(b) Descriptions of early ordinations. — In the 
whole of the early period ordinations to every 
grade were simple, consisting of prayer (usually a 
single prayer) and laying on of liands. At the 
most one or two other ceremonies were added. In 
the NT imposition of hands at ordination is men- 
tioned in Ac 6® (the Seven) and 1 Ti 4'*, 2 Ti 1® 
(Timothy). It is not referred to in the case of _ the 
presbyters in Ac 14® (tliougb tJiere need be little 
doubt that it was then used, for St. Luke does not 
mention all the details on every occasion) ; but we 
find it in 13®, where, however, it is doubtful if 
‘ordination’ proper is meant (see BAG, art. 

‘ Ordination,’ § 8). In 1 Ti 5® it is mentioned, but 
here also it is doubtful if tlie writer is speaking 
of ordination. That ordinations in the NT were 
accompanied by prayer is seen from Ac 6® 14®; 
cf. also 1® (Matthias’s appointment) and 13® (mis- 
sion of Barnabas and Saul). 

After the Apostolic Age wo have no descriptions 
of ordinations till tlie 4th cent., hut then they 
become plentiful. The Church Orders, oven several 
of them which do not give the forms used in the 
eucharistic liturgy, give ordination prayers. Thus 
we have them in the Canons of Sippolytus, the 
Ethiopic Church Order, the Testament of ovr 
Lord, the Apostolic Constitutions, the Constitutions 
through Hippolytus, the appendices to the Arabic 
Didascalia ani to the Verona Latin Fragments ^ 
the Didascalia, and some others. These are prob- 
ably all of the 4th or beginning of the 5th centurj-. 

1 The numbers in square brackets are those of the Ante- 
Christian lAbrary,. Tliose la PL IxW.i Ixv., xxiv., 

xlix. 


Sarapion’s Sacramentary also gives ns a set of 
ordination prayers for the three highest orders, 
though it lias no rubrics and no descriptions of the 
rite. In all these manuals laying on of hands is 
emphasized in the ordination of bishops, presbyters, 
and d^cons, and in one or two of them in that of 
the minor orders. The usual rule ivith regard to 
the latter is that they do not have this ceremony ; 
so expressly most of the Church Orders, and so a 
passage in Basil jJSp. can, tertia, cc.vvii. 51), where 
a clear distinction is made between the clergy 
who are ‘ in orders ’ (tv paOp^) and those ‘ in the 
ministry which is conferred without imposition 
of liands.’ But in Apost. Const, viii. 19-22 sub- 
deacons, readers, and even deaconesses receive it; 
so Const, through Hipp. 9-13, except in the case of 
readers (see above). In these books we sometimes 
read of the laying on of ‘hands,’ sometimes of 'a 
hand,’ and sometimes in the same work we find 
both customs. No difference seems to have been 
made between them in the early period. There is 
one apparent exception to the universal practice of 
laying on hands at ordinations. In the Apostolic 
Constitutions, though it is mentioned in till other 
cases, even, as we have seen, of minor orders, it is 
not explicitly referred to in the ordination of a 
bishop. In this work (viii. 4) one of the bishops 
says the ordination prayer over the candidate for 
the episcopate, two others stand beside him, the 
other bishops and the presbyters pray in silence, 
and the deacons hold the booK of the Gospels over 
the candidate’s head.® 

Considering the unanimity of all the parallel 
Church Orders and of Sarapion, and’the fact that 
the Apostolic Constitutions have this ceremony for 
all other ordinations, pressing it where the other 
manuals forbid it (for the minor orders), it is un- 
likely that the avriter of this work meant to exclude 
it at the ordination of a bishop. It is nincb niore 
probable that he assumed it. The Constitutions 
through Hippolytus use the same language as the 
Apostolic Constitutions. Laying on of hands was 
not confined to the Catholic Church. In the 
Clementine literature Peter uses it in ordaining 
Clement (Ep, of Clement, 2, 19) and Zaccluens 
[Clem. Horn. iii. 72 ; Clem. Bccog. iii. 66). In_ the 
last passage it is recorded that he also ordained 
twelve presbyters and four deacons. This litera- 
ture is now usually ascribed, in its present form, 
to the 4t]i centn^. 

In the ordination of a bishop there is a variety 
of usage as to the part taken by the assisting 
bishops. Sometimes one bishop, and sometimes all 
the htahops, lay on hands ; sometimes one says the 

K r (the usual practice), sometimes all do so. 

3 Testament of our Lord (i. 21) all tlie bishops, 
having first washed their hands (the presbyters 
standing beside them), lay on hands and say a 
declararion : ‘ Tl^e lay liand^s on tho servant of God 
who liath been chosen in tho Spirit, for the true 
and pious disposing of the Church,' etc. ; and tlien 
one of their number, at their command, lays hands 
on him and says the prayer of ordination. After 
this the people cry thrice ‘Axios’ (‘Ho is worthy’) 
— a great feature of Greek ordinations in all ages — 
and give him the kiss of peace. The usage in the 
Apostolic Constitutions has been given above. But 
what do the two selected assistant bishops in that 
manual do ? Nothing is said. They do not liold 
the Gospels over the candidate’s head. Probably 
they, with the presiding bishop, lay on hands, and 
we may possibly conclude, in view of the direction 
to tho other bishops not to pray aloud, that all tho 
three joined audibly in tho ordination prayer. In 
this work, after the prayer, ‘one of the bishops’ 
offers ‘ the sacrifice on the hands of him who has 

1 The mcanin;; of this ceremony seems to be that oar Lord U 
actlnc through His ministers. 
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been ordained.’ The meaning is not clear; bat it 
probably refers to the custom (for which see below, 
§ 3 (c)) of concelebration of the Eucharist by aU the 
bishops, or all the presbyters, as the case may be. 
The new bishop is then enthroned by the other 
bishops, and receives the kiss of peace. After the 
lections from the Law and the Prophets and the 
Epistles and Acts and the Gospels, the new bishop 
smutes the Church and preaches. The liturgy then 
proceeds. In this work the people before the ordi- 
nation are asked thrice if the elect is worthy, and 
three times they affirm that he is. In most of the 
early authorities (e^., Verona Fragments, Can. of 
Sipp., Egyp. and Eth. Ch. Ord., and apparently 
Apost. Const., and probably others) the new bishop 
cmebrates the Eucharist. 

The ordination prayer in the earliest Church 
Orders, the Canons of Hippolytus, the Verona 
Fragments, and the Ethiopia Church Order, is 
short and simple, and is in nearly identical words. 
The same maybe said of the Constitutions through 
Hippolytus. These parallel forms are clearly all 
derived from a single oripnal, each uniter intro- 
ducing slight variations. After praying for the 
Spirit to be given to the candidate for the episco- 
pate, and asking that his life may be exemplary, 
the presiding bishop in the Canons of Hippolytus 
concludes : 

‘ Receive his prayers anti offerings which he shali offer to thee 
day and night, and may they be to thee a sweet savour. Give 
also to him, O Lord, the episcopate and a mild spirit, and power 
to forgive sins ; and give him abilitj- Ito loose all bonds of 
iniquity of demons and power to heal all diseases, and bruise 
Satan under his feet shortly, through our Lord Jesus Ohrist, by 
whom be glory to thee, ^vith him and the Holy Ghost, for ever 
and ever. Amen' (for the full prayer see Maclean, Ancient 
Church Orders, p. 76 f.). 

This prayer is expanded in the Testament of our 
Lord and in the Apostolic Constitutions. The 
prayer in Sarapion (§ 14) is even shorter than that 
given above. This book is not one of the parallel 
Church Orders, and the prayers are quite inde- 
pendent of those there given, but the ordination 
forms are even simpler. That for a bishop asks 
for him the Spirit and that he may be a worthy 
shepherd. 

It has usually been said (by the present writer 
also) that the prayer used in ordaining a presbyter 
was the same as that used in ordainmg a bishop, 
except that the name of the office was changed. 
This is the statement in the Canons of Hippolytus 
(iv. ; ed. Achelis, §§ 30-32), which also say that in 
the case of a presbyter enthronization is omitted, 
and in the Egyptian Church Order (Homer, 
Statutes of the Apostles, pp. 245, 307 ; Maclean, 

. 70). But in the other parallel manuals and in 

arapion a separate, though equally simple, form 
is given for presbyters ; and an apparently contra- 
dictor rubric in the Ethiopian Church Order and 
the Verona Fragments has led C. H. Turner 
{JThSt xvi. 542) to the not improbable conclusion 
that all that is meant in the two first-named 
authorities is that the first part of the ordination 
prayer for bishops is identical with that for 
presbyters. In several books the prayer for 
presbyters refers to the elders appointed by Moses 
(e.g., Test, of our Lord, i. 30). In Apost. Const. 
viin 16, ‘ priestly duties ’ on behalf of the people 
are mentioned ; in Sarapion, § 13, the function of 
reconciliation. The prayer in the last book is 
peculiar in not mentioning the office to which the 
person is ordained. In the ordination of presbyters 
m most of the Church Orders the presbyters join 
with the bishop in laying on hands (see Ministry, 
§ 8 ). 

The prayer for deacons in the Church Orders and 
in Sarapion is also very simple ; it usually refers 
to St. Stephen and the Seven. The minor orders 
have still more simple forms. 

It must be noticed that in the ordination of 


bishops and presbyters there is no trace of an 
imperative formula like ‘Receive the Holy Ghost,’ 
such as we find in the medieeval and modem books 
in the West. 

(c) Delivery of symbols of office.—la later times 
this became a regular part of all the ordination 
ceremonies ; but m the early period it is fonnd 
only in connexion ivith the minor orders, for 
which, as a rule, imposition of hands is not used. 
In the Canons of Hippolytus the (Gospels are given 
to a_ reader ; in the Testament of our Lord, the 
Ethiopia Chtirch Order, and the Constitutions 
through Hippolytus (not in the Apostolic Constitu- 
tions), ‘ a book ’ ; in the Egyptian Church Order the 
‘Apostle,’ i.c. the Pauline Epistles, For this 
feature in the GaMtcan Statutes see below (e). 

(d) Ordination in pseudo-Dionysius Areopagita, 
— ^The author of the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, who 
wrote c. A.D. 480, perhaps in Edessa, deals in ch. v. 
with ‘priestly consecration,’ t.c. with the ordina- 
tion of ‘hierarchs’ (bishops), priests [Upeh), and 
‘ ministers ’ (Kctrovpyol, deacons). At his ordination 
a deacon kneels on one knee, a presbyter on two — 
a piece of symbolism, borrowed and worked out by 
the E, Syrians and Maronites (see below, § 13 f.). 
All these ordinations consist of laying on of hani 
with prayer and the sign of the cross ; the name of 
the candidate and the office conferred are pro- 
claimed ; in the consecration of a bishop the 
Gospels are held over his head, to show the fullness 
of his powers. The kiss of peace is mentioned : 
‘all of the clergy [twv lepariKSy Tdjeuv) who are 
present greet him who is initiated ’ {rtreheerfilyov). 
The account in pseudo-Dionysius is very like that 
in the Apostolic Constitutions, but the details are 
more precise. The absence of minor orders in this 
work IS probably due to its pseudonymous form ; 
a contemporary of the apostles is supposed to be 
speaking. 

(e) Ordination in the ‘Gallican Statutes.’ — This 
is the convenient name given by J. Wordsworth 
[Ministry of Grace, p, 68) to the collection of 
regulations which used to be known as the canons 
of the Fourth Council of Carthage, but which have 
nothing to do with Africa. They are also called 
Statuta Ecclesiw Antigua. They appear to come 
from the south of Gaul, and mOT be Sated c. A.D. 
600 (for their contents see C. J, Hefele, Hist, of t^ 
Church Councils, Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1876, ii, 
410 ff.). With reference to our subject they say 
that a bishop before ordination is to be examined 
as to the faith, and whether he does not disapprove 
marriage, or condemn second marriages or the 
eating of flesh ; all the bishops are to be present, 
and the clergy and laity are to give their consent, 
and especially all is to be done inth the authority 
of the metropolitan (§1). At the ordination two 
bishops are to hold the Gospels over the elect’s 
head and neck ; and, while one pronounces the 
blessing over him (t.e. says the prayer of ordina- 
tion), ^ the other bishops lay their hands on his 
head (§ 2). This seems to be all that is done in 
ordaining a bishop. AA’^hen a presbyter is ordained, 
the bishop lays his hand on his head, and all 
the presbyters present also lay their hands on 
his head (§ 3). When a deacon is ordained, 
the bishop who ‘blesses’ him (see above) alone 
lays his hand on his head (§ 4). The minor 
orders which are mentioned (§§ 6-10) are the 
subdeacon, acolyte, exorcist, reader, doorkeeper, 
and singer. These are not to be ordamed 
ndth imposition of hands — so it is enacted ex- 
plicitly with regard to_ the subdeacon, and the 
same thing would a fortiori hold good of the other 
offices named. The empty paten and_ chalice, 
water-cruet, plate (?), and napkin are given to a 
subdeacon ; a candlestick with tapers to _ an 
acolyte ; a book with exorcisms to an exorcist ; 
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the codex from which he is to read to a reader ; the 
keys of the church to a doorkeeper. These are 
ordained hy the bishop. A singer, on the other 
hand, may be admitted by a presbyter without 
the previous knowledge of the bishop ; the words 
of admission are given, and are remarkable as 
having remained to the present day : ‘ See that 
what thou singest, thou oelieve with the heart ; 
and what thou believest with the heart, thou 
prove by thy works.’ This formula, which is 
found in Magdalen College Pontifical (p. 69 ; see 
below, 8 3) at the ordination of a singer, is still used 
in the Roman pontifical in ordaining a reader, and 
is adapted as the ordinary ‘ vestry jjrayer ’ in the 
Anglican communion, where there is a surpliced 
choir. 

(/) Early Roman ordinations. — It is one of the 
mfefortunes of the student of Christian origins 
that we know so little of Roman liturgical customs 
in the early ages. We know next to nothing of 
ordinations in Rome before the 6th century. But, 
if the common original of the parallel Church 
Orders be Roman, as is_ very probable — it rnay 
possibly be the work of Hippolytus — by comparing 
the forms in the earliest of these_ manuals, for 
which see above (6), and by retaining wbat_ is 
common to them all, striking out what is peculiar 
to one of them, we may provisionally arrive at the 
form of ordination (at least that of a bishop) which 
was in use in Rome early in the 3rd century (see 
Maclean, Recent Discoveries illustrating Early 
Christian Life and Worships, London, 1915, p. 
109 f., for an attempt in this direction). When we 
come to the 6th cent., the Leonine Sacramentary 
(c. 550) gives us the customs in Rome before the 
reforms of Gregory the Great. It has ordination 
prayers for bishops, presbyters, and deacons, but 
not for any orders below these. The simplicity 
of the ordinations is their principal character- 
istic. 

2 . Intermediate period in the West.— For this 
period our chief authorities are the Roman Ordines, 
especially the Ordo of St. Amand (§ 7, giving direc- 
tions for the ordination of presbyters and deacons), 
which Duchesne prints {Christian Worship, p. 
476), and the Ordo IV. and Ordo VIII. of J. 
Mabillon {PL Ixxviii.), which give directions for 
the ordination of all orders ; the Gelasian Sacra- 
mentary {c. 700 \PL Ixxiv., and ed. H. A. WUson, 
Oxford, 1894]), which gives the Roman rite as 
modified by Gallican influence, but is chiefly 
Roman ; and the Missale Francorum {PL Ixxii.), 
which is a fragment of about the same date, 
‘ generally Roman, but with some Gallican rubrics ’ 
(Wordsworth, Ministry of Grace, p. 74) — these 
two contain ordination prayers, etc. ; Isidore, de 
Officiis ecclcsiasticis, ii., which gives the prayers 
and rubrics of the Gallican rite. 

{a) Ordinations in Rome (Duchesne, p. 352 flu). 
— The ordination of bishops was always on a 
Sunday, during mass. After the gradual has been 
sung, the litany and Kyrie follow ; the pope bids 
prayer and says two prayers, one a ‘ collect ’ con- 
cluding the litany, and the other a eucbaristic 
prayer of ordination, beginning -with the ' Sursum 
Gordo.’ The pope, bishops, and presbyters pve 
the new bishop the kiss of peace and the mass 
proceeds. The lections are Mt 10' 24“, Mk 6®, 
Lk lOS Jn 10'' 12=', 1 Ti 3', Tit 1= (F. E. Warren, 
Liturgy and Ritual of the Celtic Church, Oxford, 
1881, p. 69). In this case the pope officiates alone 
and the other bishops do not take part, this being 
an exception to the general rule that a bishop must 
be ordained by at least three bishops. Presbyters 
and deacons are ordained on the Ember Saturday, 
having been presented to the people in the churches 
of Sta. Mana Maggiore and the Holy Apostles on 
the preceding Wednesday and Friday, when the 


people are called upon to make objections if they 
have any. The ordination takes place in the mass 
of the vigil, i.e. in the afternoon or evening. 
The candidates for the diaconate, vested in dal- 
matics, are presented to the pope before the 
Gospel by the archdeacon. After the litany the 
pope lays on hands and says two prayers (see 
above). The new deacons receive the kiss of 
peace from the pope and clergy. The candidates 
tor the presbyterate, vested in chasubles, are then 
presented to the pope, and he says two prayers 
over them and gives them the kiss of peace. The 
lections for a deacon are 1 Ti 3®, Jn 12", and for 
a presbyter Ezk 35=, Mt 24*= (Warren, p. 69). The 
older Roman books give no ceremony for the 
ordination of exorcists, readers, and doorkeepers. 
The acolyte (holding a linen bag) and the sub- 
deacon (holding an empty chalice) only received 
a blessing from the bishop at an ordinary mass ; 
and even this was not before the, 7th century. 

(6) Gallican ordinations (Duchesne, p. 363). — 
A bishop is usually ordained in the cathedral of 
his see. He is presented on the day of the ordina- 
tion to the people, who cry ‘Dignus’ (‘He is 
worthy’). After a bidding there follows the 
consecration prayer (diflerent from and longer 
than the Roman one), when two bishops hold the 
Gospels over the elect’s head, and each bishop lays 
on hands. His hands are anointed, and a prayer 
is said. The lections are Mai 1“‘", 1 Co 9^‘'=, Lk 
20*'-21* (Warren, p. 69). The candidate for the 
presbyterate is presented to the people, who cry 
‘ Dignus,’ and the bishop lays on hands and says 
the prayer ; the other presbyters also lay on hands, 
The bishop anoints tlie new presbyter’s hands. 
The lections are Tit 1'’®, Lk 12*='**. The procedure 
in the case of the diaconate is the same except 
that the anointing is omitted. The lections are 
Ezk 44'''-, 1 Ti 3®^=, Lk 9”'*=. The minor orders 
receive their badges of office, for which see above 
§ I (c), and a blessing and prayer are said. An 
address is made to subdcacons. 

(c) Fusion of the two rites and developments . — 
From the 7th to the 9th cent, a process of fusion 
of the Roman and Gallican rites was going on. 
The consecration or * encharistic ’ prayers were 
joined, and the directions of the Gallican Statutes 
(above, § i), which the later Gallican books repro- 
duced, were prefixed as rubrics. The result of this 
arrangement of rubrics was that at a later date 
the laying on of hands was transferred to the first 
part of the service and took place in silence, in- 
stead of after or with the ordination prayer. A 
later feature was the introduction of the porrectio 
instrumentorum, or delivery of badges of office, to 
bishops, presbyters, and deacons as well as to the 
minor orders. To the bishop a ring and staff were 
given, to the presbyter a chalice and paten with 
the elements prepared for the mass, to the deacon 
the Gospel-book, with the charge to read the 
liturgical Gospel (the last was not before A.D. 1000 
in the Roman rite). Unction of the head was also 
added, but aftenvarda dropped except in the case 
of a bishop (Frere, Hist, of the Book of Common 
Prayer, p. 354 f.). 

(oO The Celtic rite, — ^There were some differences 
in the ordinations of the Celtic Church from those 
described above (see Warren, p. 68 fl'.). A bishop 
was commonly consecrated by a single bishop. 
The lections were 1 P !=• '='• = 2'- Ac I'®'-, 1 Ti 
S'*'-, Mt 16'®"'®. Both presbyters and deacons were 
anointed on the hands, and this is found in the 
Epistle of Gildas (c. 550), in Egbert’s pontifical 
(early 8th cent.), and elsewhere; the anointing of 
deacons was peculiar to the Celtic and Anglo- 
Saxon Churches, the latter probably borrowing it 
from the former. The book of the Gospels was 
given to a deacon, and a stole to the presbyter. 
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These features are not found in the earlier Koman 
and Galilean rites. 

3. Later Western pontificals. — ^We can now 
consider the results of the fusion of the Koman 
and Gallican rites as seen in the later pontificals. 
The Roman pontifical is still in use in the Roman 
communion. The pre-Reformation Anglican pon- 
tificals are as a rule diificult to obtain, hut the 
Henry Bradshaw Society has published that of 
‘Magdalen College,’ edited by H. A. Wilson, 
which gives the consecration of bishops and 
ordination of the other orders — for by this time 
the difference of nomenclature is well established 
in the West. This pontifical is perhaps from 
Hereford, or from Canterbury, and seems to be of 
the 12th century. Maskell has also published in 
his Monumenta the Lincoln (?) rite for consecrating 
or enthroning a bishop and ordaining clergy, with 
notes giving the chief differences of the Exeter 
rite. The pontificals vary a good deal in detail, 
and the folloiving description is taken from the 
fullest of them. 

(a) Consecration of a bishop. — The elect is 
presented to the archbishop by two bishops, is 
interrogated at length, and makes the oath of 
canonical obedience. The mass begins. After 
the collect there is an exhortation, bidding to 
prayer, and litany ivith special suffrage. Two 
bishops hold the Gospels over the elect and the 
other bishops lay on hands in silence; in some 
forms the archbishm) says ‘Receive the Holy 
Ghost.’ The ‘ Veni Creator’ (in some forms) and 
collect follow, and the first consecratory prayer 
(with ‘Sursum Corda’) is said. The elect is 
anointed on the head, and two consecratory 

Q irs follow, the archbishop e.xtending his right 
at the second (in some forms). He gives 
a sevenfold blessing, and anoints the new bishop’s 
bead and hands. The latter puts on gloves (so 
some forms) and is ^ven the staff, ring, and mitre, 
with a blessing. The Gospel-book is (in some 
forms) mven ; and the mass continues, said by the 
archbishop. The formula ‘Receive the Holy 
Ghost’ is not universal, and does not occur in 
most English pontificals. That given by Maskell 
directs two bishops to hold the Gospels and the 
rest of them to touch the head with their hands, 
and the ordainer to say the ‘ Veni Creator ’ ; but 
the formula is absent. The Exeter book alone 
among the English pontificals has it ; it directs 
the consecrator and the assistant bishops to touch 
the elect’s head with both their hands, and all to 
say ‘Receive the Holy Ghost.’ The Roman ponti- 
fical agrees with this. The enthronization is a 
separate ceremony, as the consecration did not 
usually take place in the new bishop’s cathedral 
church (for this service see Maskell, iii. 281 ; 
Wilson, p. 77). 

(6) Ordinations to other orders.'^ — Before the 
Epistle the minor orders and subdeacons are 
admitted with the mving of the badge of office 
and prayer, but without laying on of hands (so 
expressly, even in the case of subdeacons, the 
Magdalen College Pontifical [Wilson, p. 631). 
After the Epistle and Tract the candidates for the 
diaconate and presbyterate are presented (in some 
forms all the candidates are presented at the 
beginning of the service). The deacons are then 
(in some forms) instructed, the bishop lays a hand 
on them in silence (at a later period he here says 
sDently ‘ Receive the Holy Ghost ’), bids prayers, 
says a collect, and then the consecratory prayer, 
vests the ordinands with a stole (on one shoulder), 
gives them the Gospels (in some forms), says a 
second bidding (not Sarum) and a second con- 

1 In the Middle Ages the minor orders in the West W’ere 
doorkeepers, readers, exorcists, acolytes. Snbdencona were 
reckoned with the higher orders. 


secratory prayer (some forms) or else a blessing, 
and (in some forms) vests the new deacon in a 
dalmatic. The Gospel is then read by one of the 
newly-ordained deacons, and the presbyters are 
ordained (in some forms they are presented here). 
They are instructed (so some forms) and the bishop 
and presbyters lay on hands in silence ; the bishop 
bids prayer and says a collect and the first con- 
secratoiy prayer ; he vests the ordinand in stole 
(over both shoulders) and chasuble, says a second 
bidding (not Sarum) and (in some forms) a second 
consecratory prayer ; in some forms ‘ Veni Creator’ 
is said; and the new presbyter is blessed and 
anointed on the hands. The bishop gives him the 
paten and chalice prepared for the Eucharist, 
saying, ‘Receive power to offer the sacrifice to 
God, and to celebrate mass for tlie quick and 
dead, in the name of the Lord.’ The mass pro- 
ceeds, and (in some forms) there is another im- 
position of hands with ‘Receive the Holy Ghost’ 
after communion. The kiss of peace, blessing, 
exhortation (so some forms), and post-communion 
complete the service. 

(c) Concelehration. — In the present Roman ritual 
the practice is preserved, at the ordination of 
presbyters, of the new presb3d;ers celebrating the 
Eucharist with the bishop ; and this may be a con- 
venient place for referring to the custom. This 
was an ancient custom at every Eucharist, which 
has survived only at ordination. In the Ordo 
Romanus Primus (ed. E, G. C. F. Atchley, 
London, 1905, p. 148 f.), on festivals, the cardinal 
presbyters each hold in their hands a corporal and 
three loaves, and, standing round the altar with 
the pope, say the canon, and ‘simultaneously 
consecrate the body and blood of the Lord,’ A 
similar rule is found in the Ordo of St. Amand 
(Atchley, p. 158), where the bishops and presbyters 
hold two loaves in their hands and consecrate 
them when the pope is consecrating at the altar. 
This custom is also found in some of the Church 
Orders, where the presbyters lay hands on the 
eucharistic loaves at the offertory (Test, of our 
Lord, i. 23 ; Can. of Sipp. iii. [ed. Achelis, § 20] ; 
Egyp. Ch. Ord. 31 ; Eth. Ch. Ord. 21, etc.). 
The last manual, in J. Ludolfs version (Ad svam 
historiam Mthiopicam commentarius, Frankfort- 

i on-Main, 1691), directs the presbyters to say the 
j eucharistic prayer with the bishop. The Magdalen 
College Pontifical (Wilson, p, 69) says: ‘Let all 
who have been ordained [presbyters] bring the 
oblations to the hands of the bishop.’ If the 
customs at Bourges, where the present writer 
lately witnessed an ordination, are general in the 
Roman communion, the new priests kneel behind 
the bishop, at some distance from the altar, and, 
taught by the ceremoniarius, say the canon of the 
mass with him, but do not hold a host in their 
hands. . , 

(d) 'Matter' and 'form.' — It may be noticed 

from the descriptions which have been riven that 
the ‘ matter ’ (imposition of hands) and ‘ form ’ (the 
consecratory prayer) are not necessarily synchron- 
ous. So in Ac 6* the prayer, at ordination 
and confirmation, precedes the laying on of 
hands. , 

(e) The word ' ordinal.' — This is now commonly 
used to denote the book of ordination services. 
But there was no mediseval word to represent this. 

‘ Pontifical ’ has a wider sense, being a collection of 
offices used by a bishop. In the Middle Ages an 
‘ordinal’ meant a book of directions or of cere- 
monies. 

4. Anglican post-Reformation ordinations.— 
The following is a description of the forms now m 
use, dating from 1662, and the chief changes _raa^ 
between the Reformation and that date will be 
noted in passing. There are now no minor orders 
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recognized in the formularies of the Anglican com- 
munion. 

• (a) Bishop. — The consecration must take place 
on a Sunday or holy day after mattins (so 1662), 
during the Eucharist, which from 1662 has had a 
proper collect— before that the collect of the day 
was used— and a proper Epistle and Gospel. After 
the Nicene Creea there is a sermon (1682 only), and 
the elect, vested in his rochet (so 1662, while in 
1649 [1650] he was vested in surplice and cope, and 
in 1552 no vestment was named), is presented to the 
archbishop by two bishops. Up to 1865 the oath 
of the king’s supremacy was then taken, hut now 
this and all subscriptions at ordinations are taken 
beforehand, except that the oath of canonical 
obedience to the archbishop is still taken by bishops 
at this point in the service. The archbishop bids 
prayers, and the litany with special suffrage is 
said, ended by a special collect, and followed by 
interrogations, exhortations, and blessing. The 
elect puts on the rest of his episcopal habit (1662), 
and the archbishop and bishops sing or say over 
him, by verses (so 1662), the ‘ Veni Creator.’ The 
consecration prayer is said by the archbishop (but 
without ‘Sursum Corda’ as in the pontificals), 
and then he and all the bishops lay on hands, and 
the archbishop says, ‘ Receive the Holy Ghost for 
the office and work of a bishop in the Cliurch of 
God now committed unto thee by the imposition of 
our hands,’ and quotes 2 Ti U** (adapted). (The 
words ‘for the office . . . hands ’ were inserted in 
1662.) He ^ves him the Bible with an exhorta- 
tion, and the Eucharist proceeds. In 1549 (not 
1652) the Bible was put on the new bishop’s heck, 
and at the words ‘ Be to the flock of Christ a shep- 
herd ’ the archbishop gave him the pastoral staff. 
At all consecrations and ordinations the newly- 
ordained must communicate, and two special col- 
lects or post-communions precede the finm blessing. 

(b) Presbyter . — After mattins (1662) there is a 
sermon, and the archdeacon presents the candi- 
dates (‘decently habited,’ 1662). Objections are 
asked for, the bishop bids prayers, and the litany 
with special suffrage is said ; and the Eucharist 
has a special collect (1662), which is one of the 
ordination prayers, and a special Epistle and 
Gospel. (Up to 1662 the ‘ Veni Creator ’ was said 
after the Gospel, and the candidates [in 1549, not 
1552, vested in plain albs] were then presented, 
objections asked, and the special collect said ? the 
collect of the day was used before the Epistle.) 
Then follow an exhortation and interrogations, 
bidding and silent prayer, ‘ Veni Creator,’ and the 
second ordination prayer. The bishop and pres- 
byters lay on hands and, the bishop says ‘Receive 
the Holy Ghost for the office and work of a priest 
in the dhurch of God now committed unto thee by 
the imposition of our hands,’ and adds Jn 20'^^ 
and a single sentence of exhortation. (The words 
‘ for the office . . . hands ’ were inserted in 1662.) 
The bishop gives the Bible (also, in 1549 but 
not in 1552, ‘the chalice or cup with the bread ) 
vith a sliort formulaj and the Eucharist pro- 
ceeds. There is a curious rubric that ‘all they 
that receive orders shall take [the Communion] 
together and remain in the same place where hands 
were laid upon them until such time as they have 
received the Communion.’ This seems to be a relic 
of the custom of concelebration ; see above, § 3 (®)- 
It occurs only at the ordination of presbyters. 

(c) Deacon. — After mattins (1662) and sermon, 
the archdeacon presents the candidates ('decently 
habited,’ 1662 ; in 1549, not 1552, in plain albs) 
to the bishop, who asks for objections and bids 
prayers. The litany is said with a special suffrage. 
The Eucharist has a proper collect, which is the 
real ordination prayer (up to 1662.this was first 
said and then the Eucharist began and the collect 
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of the day was used), and a proper Epistle. Then 
follow interrogations and exhortation, and tlie 
hishop_ lays on hands and says, ‘Take thon 
authority to execute the office of a deacon in 
the Church of God committed unto thee : In the 
name,’ etc. The New Testament is given and the 
new deacon reads the proper Gospel (in 1549 he 
puts on a tunicle, and both in 1649 and in 1552 he 
reads the Gospel of the day), and the Eucharist 
proceeds. 

These forms are based on the. Pre-Reformation 
pontificals, with considerable sim^ifications ; but, 
especially in the case of deacons, the ordination 
prayers have become somewhat displaced, and the 
comparatively modern imperative formulm have 
been unduly magnified at the expense of the 
prayers. Tlie interrogations and exhortation to 
priests are largely derived from Bucer (see below, 
§ 8 ). 

5. Presbyterian ordinations. — Directions ns to 
ordination are given in The Form of Presbyterial 
Church Government and of Ordination of Ministers 
(see under Literature below), which was agreed 
upon by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster 
and approved, by the Presbyterian General As- 
sembly in Edinburgh, 1646. In this work ordina- 
tion b directed to be always continued, and is 
stated to be ‘the act of a, presbytery ’ ; ‘every 
minister of the word is to be ordained by imposi- 
tion of hands and prayer with fasting,, oy those 
preaching presbyters to whom it doth belong,’ 
and ‘the power of ordering the whole work of 
ordination is in the whole presbytery.’ Directions 
are given for the candidate’s examination by the 
presbytery, and for his preaching before the people 
and before the presbytery or ministers of the word 
acting as their deputies. The ordination is to bo 
performed in the church which he is to serve, and 
on the day appointed for it a ‘ solemn fast shall be 
kept by the congregation.’ At least three or four 
ministers of the presbytery are to attend. One of 
these is appointed to preach about the ministerial 
office and duty, and the preacher is to interrogate 
the candidate. The ministers then lay on hands 
and say a short prayer or blessing , to this effect, 
though no exact form of words is given : 

•Thankfully ncknowledginK the great mercy of God In Bend- 
ing Jesus Christ for the redemption of his people j and for his 
ascension to the right hand of God the Father, and thence 
pouring out his Spirit, and giving gifts to men, apostles, 
evongellsts, prophets, pastors, and teachers ; for the gathering 
and building up of bis church ; and for fitting and inclininfr 
tin's man to this great work M them impose hands on hit 
head ] : to entreat him to fit him with his Holy Spirit, to give 
him (whom In his name we thus set apart to this holy service) 
to fulfil the work of his ministry in all things, that he may both 
Save himself, and his people committed to his charge.' • 

After the prayer the preacher exhorts the new 
minister and the people, and by another prayer 
commends him and his flock to the grace of God. 
A psalm is sung and the congregation is dismissed 
with a blessing. 

The Church Service Society, founded in Scotland 
in 1865, has published, afterseveral revisions, abook 
called Euchologion, a Book of Common Order (see 
under Literature below) in which forms of prayer, 
interrogations, and exhortations are given, the 
above outline being followed. In the ordination 
prayer the presiding presbyter lays both hands on 
the candidate’s head, and each of the other pres- 
byters lays on his right hand (p. 383). After the 
prayer the ‘ Gloria Patri ’ or other doxology is said, 
and the presbyters in turn give the new minister 
the right hand of fellowship (p. 384). The ordina- 
tion prayer and the addresses in this book are 
taken in the main (see pp. 419, 431) from the Pro- 
visional Liturgy of the American German lie- 
formed Church, 1859, and the interrogations from 
KnoPs Liturgy and Church of Scotland Prayers 
for Social ana Family Worship (let ed.). 
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6 . The Scandinavian rite. — i. Sweden. — 
The Swedish post-Eeformation ordination services 
deserve special consideration, as they have some 
ve^peouliar features. They are described by G. M. 
Williams (The Church of Siueden, vp. 9-43), who 
gives most of the prayers in full. The ordinations 
are to the episcopate and the presbyterate ; there 
are now no deacons in Sweden. 

(a) Bishop. — According to the present rite (1881), 
the consecration must take place on a Sunday or 
holy day, in the cathedral church. The assistants, 
if bishops, stand inside, but, if priests, stand out- 
side, the altar rail, all being vested in chasubles. 
They bring in the cope and other episcopal insignia. 
After an address there is a prayer (this is really 
the ordination prayer), and the notary, reads the 
king’s commission. Several lections, with an ex- 
hortation, are read. The elect says the Apostles’ 
Creed and is interrogated. The archbishop says a 
formula, committing to him the bishop’s office, and 
giving him the king’s commission, also the pectoral 
cross and pastoral staff ; meanwhile the choir sing 
an anthem consisting of a prayer to the Holy Ghost. 
The elect is vested in the cope, the assistants lay 
their hands on his head, and the archbishop says 
the Lord’s Prayer. The mitre is put on, and a 
prayer and blessing conclude the service. Conse- 
crations do not now take place, as in 1671, during 
the Eucharist. The chief peculiarities of this rite 
are the laying on of hands after the delivery of 
office, the displacement of the ordination prayer, 
the Lord’s Prayer said at the laying on of hands, 
and the prominence given to the modern feature 
of delivenng the office to the ordinand as compared 
with the ordination prayer. There have been 
several revisions since 1571; in that year an 
ordination prayer was said at the laying on of 
hands. 

(h) Presbyter, — ^The present form (1894), the last 
of several revisions, follows the lines of a bishop’s 
consecration, and many of the prayers and interro- 
gations are the same, only the name of the office 
being altered. Most of the lections are different. 
Instead of the king’s commission, the bishop gives 
the ordinand his letters of orders to the 

priesthood’), before the laying on of hands, and 
the ordinand is then vested in a chasuble. If more 

P ersons than one are ordained at one time, the 
lord’s Prayer is said over each separately. The 
yroxdi prestembet (‘priesthood’) is now used, as in 
1871, while in some of the previous revisions pre- 
dicoembet (‘preacher’s office’) replaced it (see 
J. Wordsworth, National Church of Sweden, pp. 
356-357). 

ii. Norway. — Of Nonve^an consecrations of 
bishops before the Beformation we have the follow- 
ing interesting account, given by Dr. Bang, the 
present bishop of Christiania : 

* The archbishop came before the altar accompanied by his 
assistants. The ordinand presented himself before him with a 
bishop on each side. The introit and verse were sung; then, in- 
stead of Kyrie eleison, the archbishop began the Great Gloria 
[‘Gloria in excelsis’?], whereupon the mass was interrupted 
and the ordination act begun. The ordainer took the Gospel-book 
and laid it first open, then closed, on the head of the ordinand, in 
which position ft was held by the two assistant bishops. The 
archbishop then sprinkled the ordinand with holy water, laid 
his band on his head, and repeated a long ordination prayer. 

. . . Thereafter he anointed his hands and head with suitable 
prayers and delivered him the pastoral staff, and put the 
episcopal ring on the fourth finger of his right hand. Vested 
with the episcopal insignia, he was now placed upon the 
episcopal throne during a long prayer, whereupon the conse- 
cration ended with a blessing upon the ordained bishop' 
(Williams, p. 30). 

It would appear that the Scandinavian pontifical, 
like so many English ones, lacked the ‘Accipe 
Spiritum sanctum.’ 

7 . Moravian ordinations. — We are not here con- 
cerned with the disputed question of the ministerial 
succession in the Unitas Fratrum, or Moravian 


bodj, but only with' the rite used by them in 
ordination. 

Their first recorded ordination, in 1464, was 
noticeable because of their use of the lot, after the 
example of the appointment of the apostle Matthias 
(de Sohweinitz, Moravian Episcopate, p. 10). But 
this was followed by an ordination ; according to 
de Schweinitz, by an ordination (with prayer and 
imposition of hands) to the priesthood by the 
priests present in the synod then held, and after- 
wards b^ an ordination to the episcopate by two 
Waldensian bishops.* The use of the lot appears 
to have continued in the Moravian body, as it is 
mentioned as existing in A. G. Spangenberg’s 
Exposition of Christian Doctrine as tau^t in the 
. . , f/ntto ii’ratrwm® (Eng. tr., Bath, 1796, § 257, 
pp. 450, 453). . 

In 1478 the Brethren stated to the Masters of 
Prague ; 

‘ In consecrating to the priesthood, we have no set form of 
words, but the election is according to prayer and the desire of 
the congreration, and then the ordination through laying on 
of hands ’ (J. Truhlar, Manualnik Vacslava Korandv, Prague, 
1888, p. 85 f.). 

• The Brethren had the following offices : bishops, 
presbyters or seniors, ministers (deacons), acolytes; 
and to these offices they ordained successively: 
while in Waldensian ordinations priesthood and 
episcopate were conferred together, ^ a single 
act. In 1604 they told the Masters of Prague : 

‘We have priests who are properly ordained, as well in ac- 
cordance with the divine institution (presbyterial ordination), 
as in accordance with that order which comes from men 
(episcopal ordination).’ See de Schweinitz, p. IS ; also p. 12 (2). 

John Lasicky (Lasitius), in his de Ecclesiastica 
Disciplina (Amsterdam, 1660, but written c, A.n. 
1570), describes the ordination of presbyters thus 
(ch. XV, ) ; 

There is an examination and presentation followed by silent 
I prayer. The bishop with two or three presbyters lays on hands, 
the congregation meantime singing ‘Veni Creator,’ The bishop 
blesses and exhorts the new presbyter, and the people acclaim 
* Amen ’ (this is equivalent to the * Axios ’). 

The ordination of bishops is similar. After the 
ordination follow the liturgy and a solemn giving 
of hands, and all the ministers partake of a repast 
together. 

In the present Liturgy and Hymns for the Use 
of the . . . Unitas Fratrum (London, 1906) the 
following is given under the head of ‘ Ordinations ’ ; 

‘The service being opened by the singing of the hymn “Come 
Holy Ghost, come UJta our God,” etc., or some other suitable 
verses, the bishop addresses the congregation . . .'and candi- 
date . . . after which be offers up a prayer, imploring the 
blessing of God upon the solemn transaction, and commending 
the candidate to his grace, that he may be endowed with power 
and unction of the Holy Ghost for preaching the word of God, 
administering the holy sacraments, and for the exercise of his 
ofBce to the edification of the Church. The bishop then pro- 
ceeds to ordain the candidate with Imposition of hands, 
pronouncing the following or similar words : “ I ordain (con- 
secrate) thee NN. to be a deacon (presbyter, bishop) of the 
Church of the Unity of the Brethren, in the name," etc.’ (He 
adds a blessing ; silent prayer, a doxology, * Amen,’ ' Hallelujah, 
a hymn, and * the New Testament blessing ’ conclude the service. 

A note is added that at the consecration of bishops two or 
three bishops generally assist.) 

8 . German Reformed ordinations. — These do 
not call for particular remark. Lutheran forms 
may be seen in H, A, Daniel’s Codex Liturgicus 
(4 vols,, Leipzig, 1847-53, ii, 617 ff.). The present 
German ‘Evangelical Church’ consists of a fusion 
of the Lutheran and Calvinist communities. The 
Calvinists were, both in theory and in practice, 
strictly presbyterian in polity, while the Lutherans 
in theory were not so (as we see in the Swedish 
Church, which has more than one order) ; and 
for our purpose the draft ‘Ordinal’ of Bucer (a 
Lutheran) is of great interest. It was arranged so 
that it might be used either for those communities 
which had one order or for those which had more. 
'The essential portions of it, with parallels from 
1 It is disputed, however, whether the former of these two 
ordinations ac^ally took place. 



ORDINATION (Christian) 


647 


the Anglican ‘ Ordinal’ of 1549 (1550), may be seen 
in CQR xliv. [1897] 132 if. The chief interest lies 
in t!ie fact that Bucer’s draft furnished the noble 
address in the English Prayer Book to the candi- 
dates for the presoyterate, and the basis of the 
interrogations, though most of his suggestions for 
other parts of the service were rejected by the 
Anglican Keformers. 

9. The GrEeco-Russian rite. — The forms of 
ordination of the three higher orders in the Ortho- 
dox Eastern Church in the present day are riven 
in Greek with an English translation in Littledale’s 
OJJices of the Holy Eastern Church. These ordina- 
tions take place in the course of the eucharistic 
litur^ ; but it is noteworthy that the point at 
which they occur is not the same as in the West. 
In the Grmco-Russian rite the bishop is ordained 
early in the service, the presb3’ter later on, and the 
deacon nearly at the end. 

(a) Bishop. — ^The form riven in Littledale (pp. 
40, 158) is the oldest and shortest of the three 
forms found in the Euchologion. It is that here 
described. After the Trisagion, or hymn ‘Holy 
God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy 
^on us,’ sung at the berinning of the Mism 
Catechumenorum (F. E. Brightman, Liturgies 
Eastern and Western, Oxford, 1896, p. 369), the 
candidate is presented by three bishops, and a 
declaration or election made, and the nresiding 
bishop bids the prayers of the people. The Kyrie 
(‘Lord have mercy’) is said thrice. The open 
Gospels are laid on the candidate’s head_ and neck 
by the presiding bishop, and the other bishops lay 
on hands with him (cvi’e^airro/itybiy). The president 
says a short prayer secretly (i.e. in a low voice), 
naming the office of bishop, and praying for the 
strength of the Holy Spirit for the elect. The 
deacon’s ectene (‘litany') follows, with a special 
suffrage, and the president says secretly a short 
prayer, naming the function of offering sacrifice 
and oblations for all the people, and that of being a 
shepherd and teacher. 'The book of the Gospels is 
taken from the new bishop’s neck and placed on 
the holy table. The president vests the new 
bishop with the pallium (omophorion) and says 
‘Axios,’ and the clergy say the same. The kiss 
of peace is given by ail the bishops, the newly- 
ordained takes his seat in the apse, and the liturgy 
proceeds. He offers the prayer for peace at the 
‘lection of the Apostle’ (the liturgical Epistle; 
Brightman, p. 371). At the communion he first 
communicates himself and then comniunicates the 
president and the rest. This is a relic of the older 
custom in which the newlj'-ordamed himself cele- 
brates tlieliturgyafterhisordination(above, § 1(6)). 
In another form an elaborate profession of faith 
by the candidate is made, and the pastoral staff is 
given. 

(b) Presbyter (Littledale, pp. 34, 163). — After 
the ‘ Cherubic Hj’ran,’ f.e. after the Great Entrance 
(Brightman, pp. 377-379), the candidate is led up 
to the holy doors by two deacons. Then two 
priests lead him round the holy table (which 
stands out from the east wall of the church), sing- 
ing the hymn ‘Holy Martyrs, who valiantly con- 
tended and are crowned, intercede irith the Lord 
that he may have mercy on our souls,’ while the 
bishop sits on a throne before the holy table. The 
bishop rises and signs the candidate thrice on the 
head and bids the praj'ers of the people. The 
Kj’rie is said thrice, and the candidate is n^in 
signed thrice with the sign of the cross. The 
bisliop lays his hand on his head_ and says a 
prayer, naming the office. The principal priest 
says the deacon’s ectene with special suffrage ; and 
the bishop, holding liis hand still on theyandldate’s 
head, says a prayer, naming the function of offer- 
ing ‘gifts and spiritual sacrifices’ and that of 


renewing the people ‘through the laver of re- 
generation.’ He then raises the new presbj-ter 
and brings the back part of his stole to the front 
of the right side, sajing ‘ Axios.’ > The bishop 
vests him in the chasuble and again says ‘Axios,’ 
and the clergy and singers chant the same. The 
newly-ordained kisses the bishop and the pres- 
byters, and stands with them and reads the 
contakion (short hymn). The liturgy proceeds, 
and at the epiclesis the new presbyter receives the 
holy bread (apparently a small particle of it) from 
the bishop, and holds it in his hands, afterwards 
returning it to the bishop.® At the communion 
the new' priest is first communicated by the bishop, 
and he says the prayer behind the amho (pulpit). 

(c) Deacon (Littledale, pp. 28, 148). — After 
‘ And the mercies ’ (the blessing which follows the 
Commemoration of the Quick and the Dead and 
precedes the Lord’s Prayer; Brightman, p. 390) 
two deacons lead the candidate to the bema 
(.sanctnaiy) and conduct him three times round the 
holy table, singing ‘Holy Martyrs’ (see above). 
The bishop signs him thrice on tne head, and the 
maniple and girdle are taken from him. The 
bishop bids prayers, the Kyrie is said tlirice, and 
the candidate is signed thrice. The bishop lays 
his right hand on his head and pra3’s, naming the 
office, and referring to St. Stephen and the ‘ good 
degree ’ of 1 Ti 3’* (but not in the sense of promo- 
tion). The archdeacon says the ectene with a 
special suH'rage, and the bishop says another 
^ayer, holding his hand on the candidate’s head. 
He puts the stole on his left shoulder and says 
‘ Axios,’ which is taken up by the clergy and 
singers. The bishop gives him the fan and says 
‘Axios,’ and the deacons give him the kiss of 
pence ; the new deacon, standing at the comer of 
the holy table, waves the fan above the holy gifts. 
The newly.ordained receives Holy Communion 
before the other deacons, and he says the remaining 
diaconal portion of the liturgy. (Deacons are more 
numerous in the East than in the West, and every 
chnrcli has at least one.) 

{d) Minor orders. — ^The office for ordaining a 
deaconess (Littledale, p. 152) resembles that for a 
deacon ; she receives the laying on of hands, and 
is vested with the diaconal stole. At the com- 
munion she partakes of the two species separately 
(unlike the ordinary lay people, who are communi- 
cated by intinction), and handles the chalice, and 
herself places it on the holy table. This office has 
been unused since the 12th cent, exeept for ab- 
besses. The Euchologion gives other offices for 
minor orders : singers, readers, subdeacons — very 
simple and informal. To a singer a psalter is 
riven, ton render the book of the ‘Apostle’ (the 
liturgical Epistles). See Littledale, p. 266 f., for a 
description. 

10. The Armenian rite. — The minor Eastern 
Churches have more elaborate ordination offices 
than the Grxco-Itussians. For a Latin translation 
of these offices see Denzinger, Bitus Orientalium, 
vol. ii. 

(a) Bishop (Denzinger, ii. 356). — The ordination 
takes place on a Sundim, and occurs in the liturgy 
after tlie Trisagion (‘Holy God,’ etc.), which, ns 
in the Greek nte, comes at the beginning of the 
Missa Catechumenorum (Brightman, p. 424). The 
clergy and people kiss the hand of the catliolicos 
(patriarch) and receive his blessing. The elect is 
then presented and testified to. He is interro- 
gated, and makes a profession of faith, in which 

I The priest’* stole, nnliko the deacon'*, Is worn over both 
shoulder*, and. In this Church, the ends are Joined together *0 
that it is of one piece. 

5 This Beems to be a relic of concelebratlon, for which see 
above, i 3 (e); but SjTncon of Thcssalonica says tint it Is meant 
to ehow that it is the direct ministration of our Lord Ilimsell 
which he has now taken ui>on him (Littledale, p. 272, note 23). 
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Eutyches is anathematized. The catholicos lays 
his hands on his head and says a short prayer; 
then he puts the episcopal pluviale on his shoulders 
and kisses him on the mouth. They proceed with 
the liturgy, and two bishops take the elect by the 
hand and lead him to the altar. The catholicos 
uts the open book of the Gospels (held by a 
ishop) on his shoulders and lays his right hand on 
his head, while Psalm 89 (‘ Misericordias Domini’) 
is sung. The chief deacon makes a proclamation, 
and a bishop reads a certificate of election and of 
its confirmation. The catholicos announces the 
elect’s name and the see to which he is called, and 
prays secretly for the Holy Spirit, while two 
bishops make proclamations (ectenes), bidding to 
prayer. He again lays on hands and prays. All 
the clergy proclaim the vocation of the elect 
to the episcopate (naming him), and the people 
answer ‘Axios.’ The catholicos proclaims the 
vocation and bids to prayer. A long prayer 
follows, and then the choir sing Psalm 132 
(‘Memento Domine’), and three lections and a 
Gospel are read. A bishop says anectene and then 
the catholicos says a prayer ; and he anoints the 
new bishop's head with a long prayer, and then 
his two thumbs ; he gives him the pastoral staff 
and ring and the book of the Gospels. He receives 
the kiss of peace from the catholicos, the bishops, 
and all the clergy; the mitre is put on his bead, 
but it is expressly said that gloves are not used. 
The litur^ is offered on behalf of the new bishop, 
the catholicos celebrating. At the communion the 
bishop communicates himself in either .kind, and 
then he communicates the others. After the 
ordination the new bishop remains in the sanctuary 
(».c. the precincts of the church) for forty days 
continuously. (In the case of a bishop’s ordination 
Denzinger does not give the complete rite, but 
only a long description of it. It appears from the 
description that the assistant bishops do not lay on 
hands. The anointing in this rite is very signifi- 
cant; see below, § l6.) 

(6) Presbyter (Denzinger, ii. 297, 306).— On the 
evening before the ordination there are long ex- 
hortations and interrogations. The ordination 
itself takes place (as does that of a deacon) at the 
same point of the liturgy as in the case of a bishop, 
before the lections. After psalms and hymns the 
ordinand is presented, and Psalms 25-27 (‘Ad te 
Domine,’ ‘ Judica,’ ‘ Dominus illuminatio ’) are I 
sung. The deacon’s bidding and the Kyrie (thrice) 
follow, and the bishop lays his right hand on the ! 
candidate’s head and prays. The new presbyter ; 
turns to the people, and his vocation to the presby- ,j 
terate and his name are proclaimed ; the people : 
reply ‘Axios.’ The bishop lays on his right hand | 
and announces his vocation ; then, when he has 
bidden to prayer, the Kyrie is said twelve times. 
The bishop again lays on his right hand and prays. 
Ho arranges tlie stole round his neck, saying, 

‘ Accept the yoke of our Lord Jesus Christ, for his ' 
yoke IS sweet and his burden light.’ They sing 
Psalm 132 (‘ Memento Domine ’), and read for the 
prophetical lesson Ezk 3‘^"*®, Mai 2®'^, Is GP"*, for 
the Epistle 1 P 5‘'^, 1 Ti 1“-”, and for the Gospel 
Lk 4“'“^. They say the creed, and after the 
offertory the bishop sits in his throne and they 
sing Psalm 119 (‘Beati immaculati ’)— apparently 
the whole psalm. An ectene with a special 
suffrage follows, concluded %vith a prayer by the 
bisliop. He lays his right hand on the head of the 
new presbyter, who is then vested (prayers being 
said during the action), and anointed on forehead 
and two hands, and is given the chalice and paten 
containing the [reserved] sacrament as a sign that 
he can now celebrate the liturgy. At the end of 
the service (the authorities differ as to whether he 
communicates himself or whether the bishop com- 


municates him) he receives the kiss of peace from 
‘ the bishop and the other priests,’ and a blessing. 
After the ordination he is to remain in the churSi 
forty days. 

(c) Deacon (Denzinger, ii. 286).— After psalms 
and hymn the ordinand is presented to the bishop, 
and his name and vocation are proclaimed. The 
bishop lays on his right hand and prays. Psalm 
119 (the whole psalm) is sung. The bishop again 
lays on his right hand and prays. His ordination 
is proclaimed, and the people say ‘ Axios.’ The 
bishop lays his hands on his shoulders, then his 
right hand on his head, proclaims his ordination, 
and bids prayers and prays. The prophetical lessons 
are Pr 4*'®, Jer 1*‘“ Hos 14'® ; then Ac e®'' ; 
the Epistle is 1 Ti S’"'® ; and the Gospel Lk 10®'*®'. 
After the creed and offertory and deacon’s ectene 
the bishop lays on his right hand and prays. 
After a hymn and introit the new deacon is vested 
in the diaconal vestment and the bishop puts the 
stole on his right shoulder, and gives him the book 
of the Gospels and the thurible. The new deacon 
censes the altar thrice and receives the kiss of 
peace. 

(<f) Minor orders (Denzinger, ii. 274). — The 
ordination rites are preceded by an office^ for 
conferring the tonsure; the candidate’s hair is 
cut in the form of a cross. There are offices for 
; the ordination of doorkeepers, readers, exorcists, 

I acolytes, subdeacons. To the doorkeeper the key 
of the church is given ; - he goes to the door and 
; opens and shuts it. To the reader the book of the 
apostles and prophets is given. To the exorcist is 
given the ritual in which the exorcisms at baptism 
or the renunciations are witten. To the acolyte 
are given a candlestick with burning lights and a 
cruet to hold the eucharistic ivine.' The ordina- 
tion of subdeacons is more elaborate ; it contains 
laying on of hands with prayer preceded by the 
lections, Pr 4'-», Is 6'-'®, He 9'-'®, Mk 10'®-'®; the 
new subdeacon is vested and the maniple is put 
on his left arm ; the empty chalice and paten and 
other appointments for the liturgy are given to 
him. 

II. The Coptic rite.— (a) Bishop_ (Denzinger, n. 
18, 28). — The clergy and people give their testi- 
mony to the elect by a written document. If he is 
a deacon, he is to be ordained presbyter before he 
is ordained bishop. The ordination to the episco- 
pate is to be on a Sunday, during the liturgy, after 
a vigil has been held with psalmody and doxology 
and reading of the Gospel. When they have said 
‘the Only-begotten Son’ in the liturgy (Bright- 
man, p. 148), i.e. just before the Missa Catechu- 
menorum begins, the patriarch {archisacerdos) 
receives and causes to be read the deed of election 
and the testimony. The archdeacon says a short 
exhortation, and the archbishop (patriarch) goes 
to the altar and offers incense. After the ectene, 
Avith Lord’s Prayer and special suffrages, has been 
said, the people repeat the I^rie fifty times, and 
the bishops lift up their hands and receive (or, m 
the Arabic, touch) the elect, and put their hands 
on his shoulders. A prayer by the patriarch over 
the elect, a short exhortation by the archdeacon, 
and another prayer by the patriarch, said facing 
the east, follow. The latter then lays his nght 
hand on the elect, the bishops put their hands on 
his neck and shoulders, and the patriarch says 
the ordination prayer, and then, facing the cMt, 
another. Turning to the new bishop, he signs him 
and says, ‘We call Bishop N. to the holy church of 
N.,’ etc. The new bishop is vested and signed 
thrice, and another declaration of ordination is 
made; the people cry thrice ‘Axios.| une arch- 
deacon says an ectene and the patriarch prays. 

* The Armenians alone among Easterns do not mix the 
chalice. 
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The new hishop is placed on the right of the 
altar, holding the Gospel in his bosom, and the 
liturgy, celebrated by the patriarch, proceeds. At 
the Gospel (Jn 20’®'“) the patriarch breathes in the 
face of the new bishop and says ‘Axios,’ and at 
v.“ breathes on him again. The new bishop com- 
municates after the other bishops ; he makes the 
fraction with the patriarch (a relic of concelebra- 
tion). When the patriarch communicates the new 
bishop, he breathes in his face and lays his right 
hand on his head, and every one cries thrice 
‘Axios: N, bishop of the city of N. and of this{?) 
province.’ The sacerdotal oroX:)’ is taken off the 
new bishop by the patriarch, who puts on him the 
black one.® It may here be remarked tliat in all 
these Eastern rites we find difierent versions in the 
various authorities. There is not in the same 
community any great conservatism of a particular 
form. In this case of Coptic episcopal ordinations 
there is another form given by Denzinger {ii, 28) 
from Benaudot. The differences are not material ; 
but the Gospel (Jn 20'®”^-) is read after the com- 
munion of the bishops ; and the book of the Gospels 
is put over the head of the new bishop by the 
patriarch. 

(6) Presbyter (Denzinger, ii. 11). — After testi- 
mony has been given to the candidate, he stands 
with stole {orarium) on one shoulder before the 
bishop, who offers a prayer with incense. The 
archdeacon makes an exhortation and the Kyrio 
is said thrice ; the bishop nrays and the Kyrie is 
again said thrice. Then the bishop turns to the 
candidate, lays on him his right hand, and says 
the ordination grayer, and then, facing the east, 
another. The bishop tmns, signs the new presby- 
ter on the forehead, and says, ‘ We call thee unto 
the holy Church of God, Amen.’ The archdeacon 
announces his name and that of the church which 
he is to serve, and the bishop proclaims that he is 
called to be presbyter. He signs him three times, 
naming the Holy Trinity, vests him with the o-toX^ 
(see above),' says a prayer, and exhorts him. The 
new presbyter kisses the altar and the bishop and 
clergy, and he is communicated (with the reserved 
sacrament?). Hands (or a hand) are laid on him 
thrice and all say three times the ‘A.xios’; ‘N., 
presbyter of the holy catholic apostolic Church of 
the Christ-loving city of N., is worthy, in the 
peace of God, Amen.’ (It is not said that the 
ordination is to take place during the liturgy.) 

(c) Deacon (Denzinger, ii. 7).— The ordination is 
almost exactly in form the same as for a presbyter, 
though the prayers are not all the same. In each 
case the office is named. After the ordination the 
hishop places the zonarium (girdle), or in some 
copies the orarium (stole), on the left shoulder of 
the deacon. There is a short exhortation, the 
newly-ordained is communicated, and the bishop 
says, 'N., deacon of the holy Church of God, 
Amen.’ • 

(d) Minor orders (Denzinger, ii. 2). — There are 
forms of ordination for a subdeacon and for a 
render, very nearly as for a deacon, some of the 
prayers being the same ; but a hand is not laid on 
them (so expressly). The bishop touches their 
temples. To the render a book is given, and on 
the subdeacon a stole is placed. There is a short 
exhortation. Nothing is said of their receiving 
Holy Communion at ordination. A_ singer is 
ordained (Denzinger, ii. 63) by the bishop with 
three prayers, the kiss of peace, and the sign of 
the cross. 

12. The W. Syrian (Jacobite) rite. — («) Bishop 
(Denzinger, ii. 74). — After they have ‘brought 

I This is perhaps the name ot the whole set of vestments (see 
Erlphtman, p. 691), or n chasuble maybe meant. 

t OTe assumption is that the consecration tabes place in the 
patrinrclial church. The new bishop Is enthroned in his own 
chnrch later. 


round the divine mysteries’ (Brightman, p. 80?, 
or perhaps the end of the liturgj’ is meant), a 
mitre is put on the elect’s head, and two bishops 
present him to the patriarch, who says a praj’er. 
The elect makes a confession of fiiith, and the 
patriarch prays and salutes the people. Tlie 
Pater Noster is said, and one of the bishops, 
naming the elect and his see, makes proclamation 
of his being called and bids pr.ayers. The Kyrie 
is said thrice. The patriarch takes the two euch- 
aristic elements and commingles them, saying a 
prayer. Then all the bishops hold tlie Gospels 
over the elect’s head and the patriarch lays both 
hands on him, both the patriarch’s hands and the 
Gospels being moved up and dou-n thrice. The 
patriarch lays his right hand on the elect’s head, 
moving his left hand round his head, wliile the 
bishops hold the Gospels over him in silence, and 
meantime the patriarch says two ordination 
prayers. He vests the new bisliop and places him 
on the throne. They then lead him round thrice, 
the patriarch each time saying ‘Axios.’ The 

atriarch leads him down from his throne, and 

oth he and the other bishops take the pastoral 
staff in their hands, and the new bishop receives it 
from them, and prays, after which the patriarch 
and bishops and clergy sing Ps 110® thrice, and 
leave the staff with the new hishop, who goes to 
the entrance of the sanctuary and sims the people 
with it in the form of a cross, and tlien returns it 
to the patriarch. (Denzinger does not give the 
text of the prayers at the ordination of a W. 
Syrian bishop, and the description is not very full j 
nothing is said of the communion of the new 
bishop, nor is the ceremony of commixture ex- 
plained ; but see below (6), and § 14.) 

(6) PrMiyfcr (Denzinger, ii. 71, 87). — The ordina- 
tion takes place at the end of the liturgy (but see 
below). Psalms and prayers are said, and the 
lections (1 P 6’'’®, "Tit l’-3", Jn IC^'-n”) are read. 
The bishop gives the tonsure, cutting the candi- 
date’s hair in the form of n cross ; the candidate is 
then brought to tlie sanctuary, wearing a stole 
deacon-wise. The archdeacon makes a proclama- 
tion and bids prayers. The Kyrie is said thrice. 
The bishop lays his hands on the consecrated 
elements and thrice stretches out his arms over 
them (apparently indicating that the strength and 
power are from our Lord) ; then he lays both hands 
on the candidate’s head, and raises them thrice. 
He puts his right hand on his head, moving his 
left hand to and fro over his neck and face, and 
covers the candidate’s head and face with the 
phaina (chasuble), while the deacons wave a fan. 
He says the ordination prayer, and then, again 
turning to the (xindidatoj lays liis right hand on 
his head and signs him with the sign of the cross 
between the eyes, saying, ‘ He is ordained in the 
holy Church of God." 'i'he archdeacon proclaims 
his ordination, naming him and the place that he 
is to serve. 'The new priest returns to the altar 
and says a prayer. He is vested and given the 
thurible and receives the kiss of peace. The 
bishop then communicates him and bids him com- 
municate the people.® If more persons than one 
are ordained at one time, the prayers are said in 
the plural. 

(c) Deacon (Denzinger, ii. 67, 82). — The ordina- 
tion is at the end of the litnrCT- The ordinand 
kneels on one knee only, and the chief deacon 
makes a proclamation and bids to prayer. The 
bishop lays his hands on the consecratecl elements 
and then on the candidate’s hciid and carries out 
the same ceremony as in the cose of a presbyter ; 
he then says the ordination prayer. The rest 

1 This shows that the ordination takes place after the con- 
secration ot the elements, but before the communion of the 
people. 


650 


OEDINATION (Christian) 


follows as above (but the praj'ers are not the 
same). The stole is put on tlie new deacon’s 
shoulder, he receives the fan and censer, and then 
the kiss of peace, and he is communicated, 

{d) Minor orders (Denzinger, ii. 66, 78).— Offices 
are given for the ordination of a reader and a sub- 
deacon. The bishop touches their temples and 
pra%’’s. In the case of a subdeacon the bishop first 
touches the paten and chalice with his fingers (see 
above), A book is given to a reader, a stole to a 
subdeaoon. TJie kiss of peace and communion are 
given to them. The form for a subdeacon is more 
elaborate tlian that for a reader, 

13. The E. Syrian (Nestorian) rite.— (a) Bishop 
(Denzinger, ii. 238). — After a vigil the faithful 
assemble in the morning at the third hour ; the 
patriarch or metropolitan and the bishops, having 
their mitres and staves, come to the sanctuary, 
and the elect stands before them in the middle. 
After prayers, anthems, and offering of incense 
the president takes the Gospel-book and puts it on 
the elect’s back, the bishops on either side laying 
on their hands and holding them there till the 
prayer is finished; lections from the Gospels (Mt 
16’*'^®, Jn Mt 16'®) are read while the elect 

is being ordained. The president prays thrice and 
lays his right hand on the elect, stretching forth 
his left hand as one who prays. After the prayer 
the archdeacon bids prayer for the newly-ordained, 
naming him and his see, saying a form of the 
‘ Sursum Corda’ : • Lift up your minds and ask of 
God mercy for N.,’ etc. They answer, ‘ It is meet 
and right,’ once if a bishop is being ordained, 
twice if a metropolitan, thrice if a patriarch. 
After another prayer they take the Gospels off the 
new bishop’s back and the patriarch vests him in 
the ma'aphra (a sort of cope, taking the place of 
a chasuble) and mitre, and gives him a staff. The 
kiss of peace is given, the ‘Anthem of the 
Sanctuary ’ (Brightman, p. 253) is sung, and the 
lections read. (This places the ordination before 
the Trisagion [Brightman, p. 255].) 

(b) Presbyter (Denzinger, ii. 233), — The ordina- 
tion takes place at the sanctuary door. The 
bishop gives the tonsure, cutting the ordinand’s 
hair in the form of a cross, girds him, and puts his 
ma'aphra on the ordinand’s left shoulder. Prayers 
and anthems^ follow, and the ordinand kneels on 
both knees, _slgnif}'ing that he receives two talents, 
while the bishop stretches his hands over his eyes, 
signifying that ho is given power to invoke the 
Holy Ghost and to bless, and to beget spiritual 
children and to feed them with spiritual food (see 
above, § I {d)). The bishop places his right hand 
on the ordinand’s head and says two ordination 
prayers secretly; he places the ma'aphra on his 
shoulder, and_ arranges the stole on Jiis breast.* 
The bishop gives the new presbyter the Gospel- 
book, and announces his ordination, naming him. 
A ‘canon’ (anthem)_is sung and the kiss of peace 
is given. If there is a liturgy, it now proceeds, 
and_ they say, ‘Before the throne of God,’ and 
begin the ‘ Anthem of the Sanctuary ’ (Brightman, 
p. 253 ; see above). 

(c) Beacon (Denzinger, ii. 229), — ^The ordination 
is at the sanctuary door, and the tonsure is given. 
The ordinand kneels on one knee, to signify tJiat 
he receives one talent only (see above). The 
bishop places his right hand on his head, extend- 
ing his left hand as one who prays, and says two 
ordination prayers. He places the stole ’ on the 
new deacons left shoulder, gives him the book of 
the ‘ Apostle ’ (the liturgical Epistles), announces 
his ordination, naming him, and gives him the 
kiss of peace. The new deacon is led round to the 

1 The E. SjTians, unlike the Greeks, have the same shape of 
stole for deacon and presbyter, but the former wears it on one 
shoulder, the latter on both shoulders. 


right and left of the altar.* The ordination does 
not usually take place during the liturgy. Both 
presbyters and deacons at their ordination are 

f radually led up towards the holy table by the 
ishop, who says a prayer at each step (A. J. 
Maclean and W. H, Browne, Catholicos of the East, 
London, 1892, p. 201). 

(«?) Minor orders (Denzinger, ii, 227), — ^There 
are offices for the ordination of readers and sub- 
deacons (but these are now obsolete among the 
Nestorians). After a short anthem there is laying 
on of hands (cf. the W. S3uiun8, above, § 12) and 
a short prayer. A stole is laid on the arms of a 
reader and a book of the lections is given him. 
When a subdeacon is ordained, the bishop receives 
back from him his reader’s book and places a stole 
on his neck. 

14. The Maronite rite. — This is somewhat more 
elaborate than in the other Eastern communions. 

(a) Bishop (Denzinger, ii, 187).— The ordination 
must be on a Sunday. The patriarch vests the 
elect in cowl, alb, amice, and chasuble, and they 
lead him to the sanctuaiy, where the patriaron 
begins the liturgy. When it is ended, the ordina- 
tion begins. The archdeacon says the ectene and 
the president prays. The archdeacon bids prayers, 
and the Kyrie is said thrice. A profession of 
faith is made by the elect and he is presented by 
two bishops. The president (who in this office is 
also called ‘ the bishop ’ or ‘ the shepherd ’) lays 
hands on the elect and prays, the bishops holding 
the Gospels over the president’s hands. He thrice 
raises his hands, spreads his arms over the elect’s 
head, and prays. He lays his hand on the conse- 
crated elements and on the head of the elect twice, 
the archdeacon making a proclamation. The new 
bishop then holds two crosses, and they bring the 
chrism and the Gospel-book, and lead him thrice 
round the church, singing, the patriarch praying 
at the end of each procession. At the end of the 
second tlie bishops hold the Gospels over the new 
bishop’s head, the deacons wave fans, and the 
president extends his arms under the Gospels oyer 
Ilia head and prays. After the third procession 
the president takes from the new bishop the two 
crosses, and gives him the Gospels, shut, andprays ; 
he receives back the Gospels and anoints his head 
vrith chrism thrice, and also his hands. I^ng 
prayers follow, and a deacon’s ectene, and lections 
from He 4**-6® and Jn lO*'®' with an antiphon 
between; then the president washes his hands, the 
newly-ordained wames his head and hands, and 
another ectene follows. The bishop signs the new 
bishop and announces his ordination. They vrat 
him in a chasuble and mitre and place him in his 
seat. The bishops and presbyters lift the seat 
thrice and cry ‘ Axios.’ After a prayer the pre- 
sident leads the new bishop to the door of the 
sanctuary, commits to him the flock and the clergy, 
and admonishes him. Two prayers and the Pater 
Noster conclude the service. 

(b) PrwJyter (Denzinger, ii. 148).— The ordinand, 
vested as a deacon, kneels on both knees d*"* ^ 
blessed and signed by the bishop. Prayers with 
archdeacon’s bidding and with oliering of incense 
follow, and the ordinand is presented by the arch- 
deacon ; the Kyrie is said thrice. The ordinand 
kneels on both knees, and the bishop lays his hand 
on his head and prays ; he then places his hands on 
the host and chalice and thrice spreads out his anns. 
He lays his right hand on the ordinand s head, 
covers the latter’s face with his chasuble, moyra 
his left hand over his face and neck, and says the 
ordination praj'ers. He puts his hand on the 
elements and on the ordinand’s head and agam 
prays several times. He anoints the hands of the 

1 The E. S\Tlan altars stand agaiinst the cast wall ol the 
church, and do not stand out froiu it as those ol the OrceKs uo. 
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new presbyter, and both he and the archdeacon 
roelaim the ordination, naming him, the arch- 
eacon also naming the charge which he is to serve. 
Tlie bishop vests him with girdle, amice, stole, and 
chasuble, and blesses him. Lections from 1 Co 12 “, 
1 Ti 3> 4», Tit I®-*, 1 Ti 4"- «, Jn 21»-=2 follow, 

and then the ectene and prayer. The thurible is 
given, and they lead the new presbyter round, 
giving him the Gospels to carry, and they put the 
consecrated bread in the paten. Several prayers 
follow, . the cross is laid on his head, the Kiss of 
peace is gii'en, and the new presbyter is bidden to 
cense the people. The bishop then intinges the 
host and the chalice and bids him communicate the 
people. A loM exhortation concludes the service. 

(c) Deacon (Denzinger, ii. 128). — ^The procedure 
is similar, though the prayers are different. The 
newly-ordained deacon (who has been kneeling on 
one knee only [see above, § 13 ]) is vested in tunic and 
stole and is given the ' Apostle ’ to read j the lec- 
tion is 1 Ti iL-S’®.* Ho is given the thurible to go 
round the sanctuary ; he is given the Apostle to go 
round the church, a hymn being sung meanwhUo ; 
the chalice and paten are put on his head. His 
ordination as deacon is proclaimed ; and there is 
an exhortation. 

(d) Minor orders (Denzinger, ii. 103). — There are 
offices for the ordination of singers, readers, and 
subdeacons. The bishop gives the tonsure to a 
singer, cutting his hair, and touches the temples 
in nil three cases. The bishop takes the candidate 
by the right hand and prays ; there is no laying on 
of hands on the singer or reader, but hands are held 
over the reader, and a hand (having been placed on 
the consecrated elements as above) is laid on the 
subdeacon. A psalter is given to the singer, tunic 
and stole to reader and subdeacon, the book of 
Isaiah to the reader, the water-cruet and the 
book of Acts to a subdeacon. These services for 
the ordination of minor orders are comparatively 
elaborate. 

In concluding tlus review of Eastern ordinations 
we must remember two things : the details some- 
times vary in different MSS ; and there are, in 
addition to those described above, ordination rites 
for different offices, such as those of patriarchs, 
metropolitans, archdeacons, periodeutro, chorepis- 
copi, so that it might sometimes seem as if these 
were ‘ orders ’ properly so called, and that one who 
had formerly been oraained as a presbyter was re- 
ordained as aperiodeuta, and one who had formerly 
been ordained ns a bishop was reordained as a pa- 
triarch. But the confusion is not so great as may 
appear, as (in theory at least) the ancient discipline 
ordinarily holds good in the East, cwecially in the 
more conservative minor Eastern Churches, that 
no bishop can be translated from one see to another ; 
so that one who is elected to a patriarchate is 
ordinarily assumed to be not yet a bishop. And 
the E. Syrian Sunhadhus ('Book of Canon Law’) 
makes it clear that periodeutas and archdeacons are 
not distinct ‘ orders,’ by saying^ that it is the duty 
of a diocesan bishop to ‘ ordain all readers, sub- 
deacons, deacons, and presbyters, give a blessing to 
periodentie, and say a prayer over archdeacons’ 
(Maclean-Broivne, p. 182), 

IS. Times of ordination in East and West. — 
Bishops were usually ordained on a Sunday, both 
in the East and in the West. This ancient custom 
is found in the Testament of our Lord (L 21), the 
Egyptian ChitrchOrder (§ 31), the Ethiopxc Church 
Order (?, § 21), the Apostolic Constitutions (viii. 4), 
and in the canons attached to the Older Didasealia 
{Verona Latin Fragments, cd. Hauler, p. 103). It 
is implied by Leo the Great (see below), was in 
foree in Borne in the intermediate period (above, 
§ 2 ), and is explicitly stated in later Western ponti- 

• This seems to be k mistake. Another MS hss 1 Ti 5*-^®- 


ficals _(c.gr.,_Ma 8 kell, iii. 242; Wilson, p. 70); also 
explicitly in Eastern rites, as in the Armenian 
(above, § 10 ), Coptic (above, § ii), and Maronite 
(above, § 14 ), It is also found in the Anglican rite 
(above, § 4 ) and the Swedish (above, § 6), though in 
these two a holy day is also sanctioned for the 
purpose. 

No limit is decreed in the East ns to the occasions 
when the ordination of presbyters and deacons can 
take place ; but in the W est the four Ember seasons 
[Quatuor tempora) were chosen for the purpose. 
These fasting times (Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday at the four seasons of the year) were not 
instituted for ordinations, but it was afterwards 
found convenient to have ordinations at such times. 
In Borne they took place in the Saturday vigil 
mass (above, § 2 (o), and Duchesne, p. 353), and 
especially at the December Ember season. In this 
connexion we notice the strong injunction made by 
Leo the Great (Ep. ix. [xi.] ‘ ad Dioscurum’) that 
priests and deacons should be ordained only on 
Sunday, which he emphatically says began on 
Saturday night. Ember seasons were not known 
for many centuriesin Gallican countries (Duchesne, 
p. 368), The limitation of ordinations of presby- 
ters and deacons to these occasions is still in force 
in the Roman and Anglican communions, and 
affords an opportunity to the people throughout 
the land to pray for the ordinands with a special 
intercession ; but the rule is not an absolute one, 
and the bishop has a discretion. 

16 . Summary. — In reviewing the ordination rites 
which have been described above, wo notice that 
for ordaining bishops, priests, and deacons there is 
an irreducible minimum which is common to them 
all — laying on of hands and prayer —for it is im- 
possible to believe, with Hatch, that the episcopal 
ordination in the Apostolic ConstiUitions is a real 
exception to this. The extreme simplicity of the 
earliest rites continued for many centuries in both 
East and West, and it was only by slow degrees 
that they became more elaborate.^ 

A conspicuous feature of ordinations in earlier and 
often in later times was the difference between 
those of the lower and of the three higher orders, 
laying on of hands being expressly conlined to the 
latter, except in the Apostolic Constitutions (and 
in the Constitutions through^ Hippolytus), and 
except in the present Greek rite (in the cose of 
subdeacons and deaconesses), the Armenian and 
Maronite (in the case of subdeacons), and the 
E. Syrian. In the Coptic and W. Syrian rites the 
bishop touches the temples of, but does not lay 
hands on, those admitted to minor orders. In the 
Maronite rite the bishop touches the temples of 
the orders under the rank of subdeacon. See § i ( 6 ). 

It is practically the universal custom to name 
the office to which the person is ordained, in at 
least one of the ordination prayers. But the word 
‘presbyter’ is absent from that for the second 
order in Sarapion, and the word ‘ deacon ’ from that 
for the third order in the Canons of Eippolytut, 
though the latter work refers to St. Stephen and 
to the SiaKovIa of the ordinnnd. 

One of the earliest ceremonies added at the 
ordination of a bishop was the holding of the 
Gospel-book over him. It is mentioned in the 
Apostolic Constitutions (viii. 4, when the deacons 
hold it, not, ns in the other books, the assistent 
bishops) ; also in pseudo-Dionysius, the Gallican 
Statutes and other Gallican books, in the later 
SVestem pontificals (including the Norwegian), and 
in the Greek, Armenian, W. Syrian, E. Syrian, and 
Maronite rites. In the Coptic rite the new bishop 
holds the Gospel-book in his bosom, and, in some 
forms of it, it is held over him ; but, at any rale 
at one time, this custom was observed in Alex- 
andria only in the case of the ordination of a patri- 
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follows as above (but the prayers are not the 
same). The stole is put on the new deacon’s 
shoulder, he receives the fan and censer, and then 
the kiss of peace, and he is communicated, 

[d) Minor orders (Denzinger, ii. 66, 78).— Offices 
are given for the ordination of a reader and a sulb- 
deacon. The bishop touches tlieir temples and 
prs^'s. In the case of a subdeacon the bishop first 
touches the paten and chalice with his fingers (see 
above). A book is given to a reader, a stole to a 
subdeacon. Tlie kiss of peace and communion are 
given to them. The form for a subdeacon is more 
elaborate than that for a reader. 

13, The E. Syrian (Nestorian) rite. — (a) Bishop 
(Denzinger, ii. 238). — After a vigil the faithful 
assemble in the morning at the third hour; the 
patriarch or metropolitan and the bishops, having 
their mitres and staves, come to the sanctuary, 
and the elect stands before them in the middle. 
After prayers, anthems, and offering of incense 
the president takes the Gospel-book and puts it on 
the elect’s back, the bishops on either side laying 
on their hands and holding them there till the 
prayer is finislied ; lections from the' Gospels (Mt 
16’*’*®, Jn Mt 16’°) are read while the elect 

is being ordained. The president prays thrice and 
lays his right hand on the elect, stretching forth 
his left hand as one who prays. After the prayer 
the archdeacon bids prayer for the newly-orcfained, 
naming him and his see, saying a form of the 
‘ Sursum Corda ’ ; ‘ Lift up your minds and ask of 
God mercy for N.,’ etc. They answer, ‘ It is meet 
and right,’ once if a bishop is being ordained, 
twice if a metropolitan, thrice if a patriarch. 
After another prayer they take the Gospels off the 
new bishop’s back and the patriarch vesta him in 
the ma'aphra (a sort of cope, taking the place of 
a chasuble) and mitre, and gives him a staff. The 
kiss of peace is given, the ‘Anthem of the 
Sanctuary ’ (Brightman, p. 253) is sung, and the 
lections rend, (This places the ordination before 
the Trisagion [Brightman, p, 255]. ) 

(6) Presbyter (Denzinger, ii. 233). — The ordina- 
tion takes place at the sanctuary door. The 
bishop gives the tonsure, cutting the ordinand’s 
hair in the form of a cross, girds him, and puts his 
ma'aphra on the ordinand’s left shoulder. Prayers 
and anthems follow, and the ordinand kneels on 
both knees, signif5dng that he receives two talents, 
while the bishop stretches his hands over his eyes, 
signifying that he is given power to invoke the 
Holy Ghost and to bless, and to beget spiritual 
children and to feed them with spiritual food (see 
above, § i (d)). The bishop places his right hand 
on the ordinand’s head and says two ordination 
prayers secretly; he places the ma'aphra on his 
shoulder, and_ arranges the stole on his breast.’ 
The bishop gives the new presbyter the Gospel- 
book, and announces^ his ordination, naming him. 
A ‘ canon’ (anthem) is sung and the kiss of peace 
is given. If there is a liturgy, it now proceeds, 
ana_ they say, ‘Before the throne of God,’ and 
begin the ‘Anthem of the Sanctuary ’ (Brightman, 
p. 253 ; see above). 

(c) Deacon (Denzinger, ii. 229). — ^The ordination 
is at the sanctuary door, and tlie tonsure is given. 
The ordinand kneels on one knee, to signify that 
he receives one talent only (see above). The 
bishop places his right hand on his head, extend- 
ing his left hand as one who prays, and says two 
ordination prayers. He places the stole on the 
new deacon^s left shoulder, gives him the book of 
the ‘Apostle’ (the liturgical Epistles), announces 
his ordination, naming him, and gives him the 
kiss of peace. The new deacon is led round to the 

1 The E. SjTians, unlike the Greeks, have the same shape ol 
stole lor deacon and presbj-ter, but the tormer weare it on one 
ehoulder, the latter on both shoulders. 


right and left of the altar.’ The ordination does 
not usually take place during the liturgy. Both 
presbyters and deacons at their ordination are 
gradually led up towards the holy table by tlie 
bishop, who says a prayer at each step (A. J. 
Maclean and W. H. Browne, Catholicos of the East 
London, 1892, p. 201). 

{d) Minor orders (Denzinger, ii. 227). — ^There 
are offices for the ordination of readers and sub- 
deaeons (but these are now obsolete among the 
Nestorians). After a short anthem there is laying 
on of hands (cf, the W. Syrians, above, § 12) ana 
a short prayer. A stole is laid on the arms of a 
reader and a book of the lections is given him. 
When a subdeacon is ordained, the bishop receives 
back from him his reader’s book and places a stole 
on his neck. 

14. The Maronite rite. — This is somewhat more 
elaborate than in the other Eastern communions. 

(a) Bishop (Denzinger, ii. 187).— The ordination 

must be on a Sunday. The patriarch vests the 
elect in cowl, alb, amice, and chasuble, and they 
lead him to the sanctuaiy, where the patriarcn 
begins the liturpf. When it is ended, the ordina- 
tion begins. The archdeacon says the ectene and 
the president prays. The archdeacon bids prayers, 
and the Kyrie is said thrice. A profession of 
faith is made by the elect and he is presented by 
two bishops. The president (who in this office is 
also called ‘ the bishop ’ or ‘ the shepherd ’) lays 
hands on the elect and prays, the bishops holding 
the Gospels over the president’s hands. He thrice 
raises his hands, spreads his arms over the elect’s 
head, and prays. He lays his hand on the conse- 
crated elements and on the head of the elect twice, 
the archdeacon making a proclamation. The new 
bishop then holds two crosses, and they bring the 
chrism and the Gospel-book, and lead him thrice 
round the church, singing, the patriarch praying 
at the end of each procession. At the end of the 
second the bishops hold the Gospels over the new 
bishop’s head, the deacons wave fans, and the 
president extends his arms under tlm Gospels oyer 
his head and prays. After the third procession 
the president takes from the new bishop the two 
crosses, and gives him the Gospels, shut, andprays ; 
he receives back the Gospels and anoints his head 
with chrism thrice, and also his hands. Long 
prayers follow, and a deacon’s ectene, and lections 
from He and Jn 10’'*’ with an antiphon 

between ; then the president washes his hands, the 
newly-ordained washes his head and hands, and 
another ectene follows. The bishop signs the new 
bishop and announces hU ordination. They v^t 
him in a chasuble and mitre and place him in his 
seat. The bishops and presbyters lift the seat 
thrice and cry ‘Axios.’ After a prayer the pre- 
sident leads the new bishop to the door of the 
sanctuary, commits to him the flock and the clergy, 
and admonishes him. Two prayers and the Pater 
Noster conclude the service. 

[b) Presbyter (Denzinsei, ii. 148).— The ordinand, 
vested as a deacon, kneels on both knees ’® 
blessed and signed by the bishop. Prayers with 
archdeacon’s bidding and with oli'ering of incense 
follow, and the ordinand is presented by the arch- 
deacon ; the Kyrie is said thrice. The ordinand 
kneels on both 'knees, and the bishop lays his hand 
on his head and prays ; he then places his hands on 
the host and chalice and thrice spreads out his anns. 
He lays his right hand on the ordinand s head, 
covers the latter’s face with his chasuble, 

his left hand over his face and neck, and says the 
ordination prayers. He puts his band on the 
elements and on the ordinand’s head and nrain 
prays several times. He anoints the hands of the 

1 The E. SjTlan altars stand against the cast 
church, and do not stand out from it ns those of the OrceKS uo. 
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new presbyter, and both he and the archdeacon 
reclaim the ordination, naming him, the arch- 
eacon also naming the charge which he is to serve. 
Tlie bishop vests him with girdle, amice, stole, and 
chasuble, and blesses him. Lections from 1 Co 12^, 
1 Ti 3» 4“, Tit !»-», 1 Ti 4"- «, Jn follow, 

and then the ectene and prayer. The thmible is 
given, and they lead the new presbyter round, 
giving him the Gospels to carry, and they put the 
consecrated bread m the paten. Several prayers 
follow, , the cross is laid on his head, the Kiss of 
peace is given, and the new presbjyter is bidden to 
cense the people. The bishop then intinges the 
host and the chalice and bids him communicate the 
people. A loM exhortation concludes the service. 

(c) Deacon (Denzinger, ii. 128). — The procedure 
is similar, though the prayers are different. The 
newly-ordained deacon (who has been kneeling on 
one knee only [see above, § 13]) is vested in tunic and 
stole and is given the ‘ Apostle ’ to read ; the lec- 
tion is 1 Ti l*-3*’.* He is given the thurible to go 
round the sanctuary ; he is given the Apostle to go 
round the church, a hymn being sung meanwhile ; 
the chalice and paten are put on his head. His 
ordination as deacon is proclaimed ; and there is 
an exhortation. 

(d) Minor orders (Denzinger, u. 108). — There are 
offices for the ordination of singers, readers, and 
subdeacons. The bishop gives the tonsure to a 
singer, cutting his hair, and touches the temples 
in all three cases. The bishop takes the candiaate 
by the right hand and prays ; there is no laying on 
of hands on the singer or reader, but hands are held 
over the reader, and a hand (having been placed on 
the consecrated elements as above) is laid on the 
subdeacon. A psalter is given to the singer, tunic 
and stole to reader and subdeacon, the book of 
Isaiah to the reader, the water-cruet and the 
book of Acts to a subdeacon. These services for 
the ordination of minor orders are comparatively 
elaborate. 

In concluding this review of Eastern ordinations 
we must remember two things i the details some- 
times vary in different MSSj and there are, in 
addition to those described above, ordination rites 
for different offices, such as those of patriarchs, 
metropolitans, archdeacons, periodeutse, chorepis- 
copi, so that it might sometimes seem as if these 
were ‘ orders ’ properly so called, and that one who 
had formerly been ordained as a presbyter was re- 
ordained as aperiodeuta, and one who had formerly 
been ordained as a bishop was reordained as a pa- 
triarch. But the confusion is not so great as may 
appear, as (in theory at least) the ancient discipline 
ordinarily holds good m the East, e^ecially in the 
more conservative minor Eastern Churches, that 
no bishop can be translated from one see to another ; 
so that one who is elected to a patriarchate is 
ordinarily assumed to be not yet a bishop. And 
the E. Syrian Sunhadhus (‘ Book of Canon Law’) 
makes it clear that periodeutm and archdeacons are 
not distinct ‘ orders,’ by saying that it is the duty 
of a diocesan bishop to ‘ordain all readers, sub- 
deacons, deacons, and presbyters, give a blessing to 
periodeutse, and say a prayer over archdeacons’ 
(Maclean-Browe, p. 182). 

Times of ordination in East and West. — 
Bishops were usually ordained on_ a Sunday, both 
in the East and in the West. This ancient custom 
is found in the Testament of our Lord (h 21), the 
Egyptian Church Order (§31), the Ethiopic Church 
Order (?, § 21), the Apostolic Constitutions 4), 
and in the canons attached to the Older Didascalia 
(Verona Latin Fragments, ed. Hauler, p. 103). It 
is implied by Leo the Great (see below), was in 
force in Home in the intermediate period (above, 
§ 2), and is explicitly stated in later Western ponti- 

• This teems to be • mlstoke. Another MS hM 1 Ti 8*-l0- 1*^. 


heals _(e.g.,_Ma8kell, iii. 242 ; Wilson, p. 70) ; also 
explicitly in Eastern rites, as in the Armenian 
(above, § 10), Coptic (above, § ii), and Maronite 
(above, § 14). It is also found in the Anglican rite 
(above, § 4) and the Swedish (above, § 6), though in 
these two a holy day is also sanctioned for the 
purpose. 

No limit is decreed in the East as to the occasions 
when the ordination of presbyters and deacons can 
take place ; but in the W est the four Ember seasons 
(Quatuor tempora) were chosen for the purpose. 
These fasting times (Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday at the four seasons of the year) were not 
instituted for ordinations, but it was afterwards 
found convenient to have ordinations at such times. 
In Borne they took place in the Saturday vigil 
mass (above, § 2 (a), and Duchesne, p. 353), and 
especially at the December Ember season. In this 
connexion we notice the strong injunction made by 
Leo the Great (Ep. ix. [xi.] ‘ ad Dioscurum’) that 
priests and deacons should be ordained only on 
Sunday, which he emphatically says began on 
Saturday night. Ember seasons were not known 
for many centuries in Gallican countries (Duchesne, 
p. 368). The limitation of ordinations of presby- 
ters and deacons to these occasions is still in force 
in the Roman and Anglican communions, and 
affords an opportunity to the people throughout 
the land to pray for the ordinands with a special 
intercession ; but the rule is not on absolute one, 
and the bishop has a discretion. 

16. Summary. — In reviewing the ordination rites 
which have been described above, we notice that 
for ordaining bishops, priests, and deacons there is 
an irreducible minimum which is common to them 
all — laying on of hands and prayer — for it is im- 
possible to believe, with Hatch, that the episcopal 
ordination in the Apostolic Constitutions is a real 
exception to this. The extreme simplicity of the 
earliest rites continued for many centuries in both 
East and West, and it was only by slow degrees 
that they became more elaborate. 

A conspicuous feature of ordinations in earlier and 
often in later times was the difference between 
those of the lower and of the three higher orders, 
la3ring on of hands being expressly conlined to the 
latter, except in the Apostolic (fonstitutions (and 
in the Constitutions through Hipjgolytus), and 
except in the present Greek rite (in tne case of 
subdeacons and deaconesses), the Armenian and 
Maronite (in the case of subdeacons), and the 
E. Syrian. In the Coptic and W. Syrian rites the 
bishop touches the temples of, but does not lay 
hands on, those admitted to minor orders. In the 
Maronite rite the bishop touches the temples of 
the orders under the rank of subdeacon. See §1(6); 

It is practically the universal custom to name 
the office to which the person is ordained, in at 
least one of the ordination prayers. But the word 
‘presbyter’ is absent from that for- the second 
order in Sarapion, and the word ‘ deacon ’ from that 
for the third order in the Canons of Hippolytus, 
though the latter work refers to St. Stephen and 
to the diaKorla of the ordinand. 

One of the earliest ceremonies added at the 
ordination of a bishop was the holding of the 
Gospel-book over him. It is mentioned in the 
Apostolic Constitutions (viii. 4, when the deacons 
hold it, not, as in the other books, the assistant 
bishops) ; also in pseudo-Dionysius, the Gallican 
Statutes and other Gallican books, in the later 
Western pontificals (including the Nonvegian), and 
in the Greek, Armenian, W. Syrian, R Syrian, and 
Maronite rites. In the Coptic rite the new bishop 
holds the_ Gospel-book in his bosom, and, in some 
forms of it, it is held over him ; but, at any rate 
at one time, this custom was observed in Alex- 
andria only in the case of the ordination of a patri- 
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arch [DOA i. 222). It is not found in the present 
Anglican and Swedish rites. And originally it was 
not in use in Ronie, while in the 8th and 9th 
centuries it seems' to have disappeared from Gaul, 
Germany, and Spain (t6.). 

The custom of delivering the Gospel-hook to 
the new bishop was not known in Rome before 
the 11th century (Morinus, de Sacr. Ord. iiL 23). 
It is in the 'present Roman pontifical ; and so in 
Maskell (Hi. 276) ; but not in that of Magdalen 
College (Wilson, p. 77). In the Anglican rite a 
Bible is given; The Gospels are ^ven in the 
Armenian and Maronite rites ; and the same thing 
seems to be implied in the Coptic rite. 

Anointing at ordinations seems to have origin- 
ated in the Gallican rite, perhaps in Britain, 
where we find it in the 6th century (Duchesne, 
p. 378). From the Gallican rite it passed to Rome, 
and it is perhaps because of the influence wliich 
Roman customs have had on the Armenians and 
Maronites that they alone of Easterns have it at 
the present day. 

The vesting ; of the newly-ordained is very 
general, but it is not found in the earliest forma 
Ordinarily it takes place immediately after ordina- 
tion, but in the present Anglican rite (at the con- 
secration of bishops) it comes before it. The 
giving of the insignia of office is confined to the 
minor orders in the earlier forms, and, when it 
was extended to the higher orders it became for a 
long time in the West the most prominent part of 
the rite; 

In the later Western pontificals the fusion of 
the Gallican and Roman rites produced some dis- 
location. The displacement of the imposition of 
hands and the multiplication of ordination prayers 
wete among the principal results of this fusion. 
In almost all Western rites, whether before or 
after the Reformation, the introduction of impera 
tive or declaratory formulm and the delivery of 
the insignia of office changed the centre of 
gravity of the office from a prayer to God to 
ordain to an' act done by the ordainer. This is 
not the case in the East, though there the ordainer 
and' also usually the archdeacon proclaim the 
ordination to the people (cf. pseudo-Dionysius, 
above, § i {d)). The Anglican use of Jn 20'^’ at 
the laying oh of hands in the ordination of a 
presbyter is parallel to the reading of this passage 
as a lection at the ordination of a bishop in the 
C^tic rite. 

In the East, and to a lesser extent in the West, 
the custom (found in the Testament of our Lord 
and the Apostolic Constitutions) of the people 
crying ‘Axios’ is one of the most prominent 
features in the service. 

The only doctrinal development that calls for 
notice is found in the Western pre-Reformation 
pontificals. In these the function of offering 
sacrifice is greatly emphasized in the ordination of 
a presbyter. This is the case both in the ordina- 
tion prayers and in the comparatively modern 
imperative formulae. 
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ORDINATION (Jewish). — There are iu the 
Hebrew language two words meaning ‘ ordination ’ 
— s^tnikhah and minnuy. The latter was used for 
a few centuries only; the former goes back to 
Biblical precedent and has been retained to this 
day. It must be pointed out that the Jewish 
ordination does nob partake of a sacerdotal or 
sacramental character ; it is in the main an ‘ aji- 
pointment,’ yet not entirely devoid of spirituiil 
significance. Behind this institution there lies a 
chiyiter of Jewish history which has not yet been 
sufficiently elucidated, viz. the appointment of 
judges, of those who would have to administer the 
law, both temporal and spiritual. It is a very 
obscure chapter, for it marks the division between 
State and Church, which could not have been 
sharp and decisive. The Jewish law is not ' a civil 
law in the ordinary sense of the_ term. The laws 
are not human decisions, but divine ordinances. 
To obey the law means to perform a_ religious act ; 
to transgress the law means to commit a sin, whicli 
has to he expiated in a religious manner; hence 
the character of the judge could not he that of a 
mere civil authority. The indications in the Bible 
go a long way to proire that from the very begin- 
ning su^ a division was intended in the Mosaic 
legislation. The sacerdotal fnnctionsof the Temple 
bmonged to a family ; the priest was bom into it ; 
he could neither be ordained nor appointed. 

The word used in the appointment of Aaron and 
of the Levites is not the same as that used in the 
appointment of Joshua and the Seventy Elders. 
In the former case Moses ‘filled’ their hands 
(Ex 28« 29®, Lv 21^“; AV and R'V translate 
wrongly ‘ consecrate ’ instead of * filling the hands ) 
— no doubt, with those objects which they were te 
offer up in the Temple, flour or oil, or part of the 
sacrifice. Moreover, they were anointed ; not 
Joshua. Moses ‘placed his hands’ (Nn 27 ) 
{samakh) upon him in exactly the same way as 
the priest put his hand on the sacrifice (Lv 1 etc.), 
or as the witnesses laid their hands upon the head 
of the guilty (Lv 24“), In all these cases it meant 
a transfer- of personal responsibility either in the 
exercise of authority or in the expiation of sin and 
guilt. There can be no question of a transmission 
of the spirit, as Joshua already h^ the spint 
before Muses was ordered to place his hands upon 
him. It is not within the power of man to dispense 
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the grace of the spirit. Joseph is mentioned as 
the man upon whom there was the spirit of God 
(Gn 41*®) ; he neither got it from Jacob nor handed 
it on to his children ; and even in the tents of the 
Seventy Elders the spirit came to them not directly 
from Moses but as a spirit of prophecy from above, 
and ceased with them jNu 11“). Joshua, more- 
over, was commanded distinctly (Nu 27”) to stand 
before Eleazar and to consult him by the Urim 
and Thummim in all matters of supreme import- 
ance. ' Joshua was clearly appointed the civil 
administrator of the law, the supreme judge, the 
king, for we shall see that the power of appointing 
judges rested with the king. 

It is nowhere stated that these men were to be 
priests or Levites to the exclusion of Israelites. 
On the contrary, it was, no doubt, Israelites who 
acted os local magistrates in the various tribes 
(see below). True, in the highest tribunal which 
was in the centre of the divine worship the high 
priest acted as the supreme judge ; thus the direc- 
tion Dt 17* can best m explained in harmony with 
the Mosaic legislation. And probably this is also 
the best explanation of the passages in which the 
judges are called the 'eUhtm [c.g,, Ex 22®*) and the 
judge who decided the case by the use of the Urim 
and Thummim the divine oracle. According to 
Dt 16’®'*®, judges were appointed in every tribe. 
These were formed by the elders (see Dt 21*®'”), 
who were called upon to decide in such cases as 
the rebellious son in the case of immorality, the 
dead body found outside the town and the murderer 
unknown, the case of Yibbum (Ruth), etc. These 
judges were regarded as the men upon whose 
authority one could rely {s&makh), upon whom 
part of the responsibility for right and ivrong had 
been devolved, just as in the case of the sacrificial 
animal, upon which part of the sin and responsi- 
bility of the people had been laid. We find nowhere 
that the blemishes which prevented the priest 
from acting in the Temple were a bar to the judge. 
Of course, the judges from Joshua to Saul were, 
in fact, the temporal rulers, the tribal kings who 
for the time being exercised authority over the rest 
by their military prowess and victory in battle. 

Samuel, who acted in a double capacity as priest 
and king, went also in a circuit to judge Israel 
(I S 7’''')> but, later, the people asked him to 
appoint a king over them who would rule them 
(1 S 8®). David appointed from among the Israelites 
and Invites ‘officers and judges’ (1 Ch 23‘ 26®®). 
The author of the book of Chronicles states (2 Ch 
19®-’) that Josaphat appointed judges in all the 
fenced cities of Judah, and (vv.®*®®) established in 
Jerusalem a high court consisting of priests, 
Levites, and the heads of the housw of Israel. 
Here wo have practically the composition of the 
high court as it developed in Jerusalem after the 
Exile. It was a tribunal whose members claimed 
the right to decide in all kinds of controversies, 
and to inflict punishments — even capital punish- 
ment ; and, above all, they reserved to themselves 
the sole right of determining the Jewish calendar. 
They did not interfere except rarely in those 
ordinances which referred to the sacrifice and the 
service in the Temple, but, on the other hand, 
they claimed the right of being the representatives 
of the oral law ; they were the living tradition 
which was applied authoritatively to the interpre- 
tation of the law for the daily necessities of life ; 
they were the Pharisees, i.e. the authoritative 
interpreters of the law — hence their sway over the 
people; they were the s’muhhim, men not_ only 
appointed but worthy of being relied upon in all 
matters of interpretation and application of the 
divine ordinances of the law, for upon them that 
authority had been devolved — as they claimed— in 
historical succession. This was the result of a 


long process of evolution. The difficulty began 
immediately after the return from the Exile. The 
high priest became under Persian rule the virtual 
administrator and governor of the province; he 
was thus invested with the power of appointing 
officers and judges. Then a conflict must have 
arisen between the heads of the fathers' houses 
and the priestly caste. Each one probably claimed 
power and authority, and no doubt this led to the 
establishment of what is knoivn as the Great 
Assembly, which was succeeded by the Sanhedrin 
(the Greek equivalent for the Hebrew assembly). 
The conflict must have been a keen one; and it 
evidently grew in strength and bitterness after the 
Maccabman success, for then some of the high 
priests (Jannai and his successors) endeavoured to 
combine publicly the authority of the king with 
that of the high priest. Much more is meant by 
this than has hitherto been understood. It meant 
that the high priest was the sole authority in all 
mattera of civil and criminal law in addition to 
the spiritual, or rather sacerdotal, functions which 
he alone could exercise in virtue of his Aaronite 
descent. In the long run the absolute power was 
wrested from his hand, and the laymen gained the 
victory. They retained tlie right of admmistration 
and interpretation of the law, and, above all, the 
sole authority in the regulation of the calendar. 
They claimea to be the true representatives of 
that tradition which Moses ha<f mven to the 
Seventy Elders in the wilderness. It is for this 
reason that in the chapters of the fathers (Pir/cS 
Abh6th) which contain the chain of the oral tradi- 
tion no notice is taken of the high priests — ^ivith 
the sole exception of Simeon. The tradition is 
made to descend in a direct line from Moses to 
Joshua, from Joshua to the ciders, from the elders 
to the prophets, from the prophets to the men of 
the Great Assembly, and so on, until it reached the 
patriarchs and the other heads of the Rabbinical 
schools. In the MidrOsh EsfCih the names of the 
Seventy Elders are given (Yalliui Shimf’Cn%, i, 
§ 736). This list is more fully elaborated in the 
other chain of the tradition known as Seder' Oldm, 
Curiously enough, the Karaites, who reject the 
oral tradition, have nevertheless preserved a similar 
chain, though in a modified form (DCd Mord’khni). 
The Sanhedrin claimed to be the direct continu- 
ators of the authority which was vested by Moses 
in the Seventy Elders. It had reached them 
through the intennedinry of the prophets. Zecha- 
riah and Malachi were counted among the first 
members of the men of the Great Assembly, who 
were the direct predecessors of the Sanhedrin. 
They appointed the local judges in various towns 
of Palestine, who derived their authority to decide 
in nil matters, civil and criminal, direct from that 
of the Sanhedrin. The appointment, according to 
a vague tradition, took the form of the appointment 
of Joshua by Moses. The Nasi — t.c., the Prince, 
the title given to the president of the Sanhedrin — 
alone or in conjunction with other members of this, 
the highest tribunal, placed his hands upon the 
candidate and proclaimed him worthy in the first 
place to be among those initiated into the secret of 
the computations of the calendar {S6d ha'Ibbur) 
and to decide in all legal questions exclusive of 
those affecting the Temple. Even there the 
Sanhedrin claimed a certain jurisdiction in the 
matter of probing the purity of descent of a Kohen 
who came to participate in the service. They 
examined his documents and rejected him if they 
found them insufficient. It is not to be thought, 
however, that priests were excluded from this 
college ; the members were chosen for their capa- 
bilities, whether they were Israelites, Levites, or 
Kohanim. The case recorded in the NT of the 
high priest Caiaphas (Mt 26”), etc., proves this 


654 


ORDINATION (Jewish) 


point. He, no doubt, was consulted in a matter 
which affected the spiritual worship and the service 
of the Temple. Other high priests may have had 
their seat in the Sanhedrin, and one of them — 
Rabbi Ishmael, the high priest — is always men- 
tioned with great veneration. These new judges 
thus became the sharers in the authority which 
came down in direct succession. They became 
s‘mukhtm, men of authority who were ‘ordained,’ 
i.e. ‘appointed,’ as. men upon whom the people 
could ‘rely.’ They exercised certain spiritual 
functions, for Jewish life in all its forms depended 
upon their interpretation of the law. Things 
became pure or impure, allowed or forbidden, 
according to their declaration, sanction, or refusal. 
They declared the festivals ; and even on a memor- 
able occasion, when one of the great scholars, 
relying on his own calculation and observation of 
the moon, had draivn up a different calendar, he 
had to submit to the decision of the patriarch 
Gamaliel li. and his colleagues in power and keep 
the Dfw of Atonement on the day fixed by them 
(Bosh Hash. 26a, 6). The ‘ordination,’ or s'mtfcAa A, 
was one of the means by which the oral tradition 
preserved its authoritative character ; for, so long 
as there were men who were the lawful heirs of 
the authority of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish law 
had its authoritative exponent. The point which 
has hitherto remained ooscure, viz. the disuse of 
the s'mlkhah, as has been alleged, after the de- 
struction of the Temple, will now become perfectly 
clear. The reason is obvious why the Roman 
Government punished with death any one who 
would continue this practice of s'miAAaA, i.e. ordain 
pupDs to become R^bis ; for, as soon os the chain 
of s^mikhah was broken, there was no longer any 
central authority great and respected enough to 
command universal obedience, to interpret the 
laws, and, above all, to fix the calendar ; and, as 
soon ns the people no longer knew when to keep 
their Sabbaths and their festivals or how to apply 
the law, their spiritual dissolution was near at 
hand. And it is easy to understand why Judah 
b. Baba (Sank. 14a) exposed himself to die by the 
hand of the Romans whilst granting s‘mikhdh to 
four pupils ; he had thus re-established the legal 
authority for the oral law, and a proper succession 
for its interpretation. 

The Roman rule did not tolerate any Jewish 
civil tribunal or any Jewish magistrates who would 
judge the people according to tlie Jewish law, and 
therefore the practical use of the s^mtkhah as a 
regular continuous institution on a large scale had 
to come to an end for a time after the Avar of Bar 
Kokhba (A.D. 130). But, Avhen the civil local 
government of the Jews was re-established soon 
afterwards under the headship of one of the de- 
scendants of the house of David, or rather the 
house of Hillel, under the name of ‘ patriarch of 
the Jews,’ the right of s^mlkhdh was vested in 
the patriarchs, though there was no longer a real 
Sanhedrin ivith its autonomous jurisdiction and 
unquestioned authority on all matters of political 
and religious life. The new judges now appointed 
had, however, to decide, as before, not only ivhat 
was right and wrong, but also what was religiously 
correct or incorrect. It was now a limited form of 
authority that was vested in the s’m.ikhah, though 
it still carried with it the same spiritual authority. 
Any one who received the s^mtkhdh received at the 
same time the right to decide with the others in 
the fixing of the calendar. But this right was 
centred in Palestine, No school, no head of a 
college in Babylon, could ever obtain it. It Avas 
jealously guarded as a privilege of the patriarchate 
m Palestine. ^Yhen the great scholar from Baby- 
lon, R. Eleazar b. Pedath, came to Palestine, he 
considered it a very great honour to have obtained 


the s^mtkhak there (Jerus, Bosh Hash. 686; cf. 
Sank. 18c and B. K^thuh. 112a). But the name of 
this institution and the form of the appointment 
had been changed. It Avas no longer called s^mikJidh 
in Palestine, but minnuy (from the Aramaio Avord 
mana, Dn !“• i“). The old name had obviously an 
ominous ring about it in the ears of the Romans, 
and therefore the Jews of Palestine avoided using 
it. It Avas retained, hoAvever, in Babylon, and m 
still used. The laying on of hands Avas no longer 
practised (B. Sank. 136) either for the same reason 
as the name had been abandoned — not to arouse 
too much suspicion of the Romans— or possibly 
because the Church had adopted this practice for 
the purpose of ordaining priests. The laying of 
hands on the pupils (Ac 6*) and on Saul and Barna- 
bas (13®) need not be taken as ordination, but 
merely as a form of blessing like that of the priests, 
and, at the same time, it may have been a symbol 
of authority, granting them the poAverto be judges 
who Avonld declare the laAv in the community. 
Later this became the symbol of consecration lor 
sacerdotal office, and this very likely was the 
reason Avhy the practice was discontinued by the 
Jews. Shortly afterAvards the right of the pa- 
triarch became limited, inasmuch as he could ap- 
point only with the concurrence of the heads of the 
legal tribunal, Beih Din — the judges of the Jewish 
court. 

The constant persecution by the Roman and then 
by the Byzantine emperors pressed heavily on the 
JeAvs of Palestine, and thus it came about that one 
of the patriarchs, Hillel or Judah in the 4th or 5th 
cent. — the time has not yet been definitely decided 
— established a calendar upon the basis of mathe- 
matical calculation only. It was no longer to be 
made dependent on the real observation of the 
appearance of the new moon. On the other hand, 
the oral law had become codified and had been 
further enlarged and expounded by the great 
schools of Palestine and Babylon, all of which 
became the ‘ Avritten’ Misbn&h and Talmud. Thus 
the s'mikhdh lost its essential character of being 
the only legal authority for the calendar, and for 
the interpretation and declaration of the oral law. 

With the extinction of the patriarchate the in- 
stitution came practically to an end in Palestine. 
No Rabbi could henceforth be appointed either by 
‘ nomination ’ or by ‘ ordination^ and laying on of 
hands capable of exercising functions like those 
v'ested in the Sanhedrin and the patriarchate. In 
one Wm or another, and either in the name or by 
the hand of the college, the Rosh Yeshibah, or 
Gil6n, granted by ‘ nomination ’ or in the form of a 
written certificate a degree of qualification for the 
function of teacher and judge. Much that hap- 
pened in Palestine during the first centuries of the 
Muhammadan conquest is AATapped in obscurity. 
Fragments from the Genizah in Cairo, hoAA’cver, 
give ns a glimpse into some movements which must 
haA’e taken place in the 9th and 10th centuries, 
Avhen among others a certain Ben Meir endeavoured 
to resuscitate the ancient poAA’er of s^mikhah, and 
cl.aimed for himself and possibly for others m 
Palestine the right of again fixing the calendar by 
observation and, no doubt, of exercising such func- 
tions as formerly belonged to the holders of the 
s^mlkhah. Saadyah entered into long polemics 
with Ben Meir and his associates, but very little is 
knoAvn about this dispute except the fact mentioned 
above. Again, the re-establishment of the s^i~ 
AAaA became a burning question among the Jews 
of Palestine when B6 Rab in the year 1538 claimed 
for himself and his tribunal the right of resuscitat- 
ing the ancient s'jnlAAa A. He based his claim on a 
statement of Maimonides which seemed to ^ant to 
the Rabbis of Palestine the right of re-establishing 
the s^iikhdh if they had all come together and bad 
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unanimously decided upon it. B6 Rab, -who lived 
in Safet, had evidently not paid sufficient atten- 
tion to the susceptibilities of his colleagues in Jeru- 
salem, the chief of whom was Levi aben Rabib ; a 
controversy arose between them, and the attempt 
of BS Rab was entirely frustrated. He emphati- 
cally denied the intention of touching the calendar 
or interfering with the criminal law, but declared 
that his aim was to create a spiritual centre for 
Judaism in Palestine, just as the patriarchate and 
the Sanhedrin had been before. There was another 
motive which may have prompted B6 Rab to this 
action — Messianic aspirations. The plan which 
afterwards matured under Don Joseph of Naxos, 
the favourite of Selim — to create, as it were, a small 
Jewish commonwealth in Galilee with its centre in 
Tiberias — may have prompted B6 Rab to this step, 
which was to be a preliminary step to the re- 
gathering of the Jews in the Holy Land. 

The s^mtkhah, shorn of its special character, is 
still a practice in the ordination of a Rabbi. It does 
not carry with it the same authority as it had in 
Palestine, but it is a necessary condition for the 
oualihcation of a Rabbi. When in the 12th cent. 
Judaism again suffered under the shock of the per- 
secution which threatened to destroy the unity of 
Israel and to undermine the authority of the re- 
presentatives of the law, R Meir resuscitated the 
old practice in the manner and to the extent that 
it had been practised in the Diaspora. It was to 
be henceforth as a certificate for the holder, a kind 
of vtnia docendi which was wanted to him by one 
who was a recognized authority himself and a 
holder of such a diploma. It was precisely the same 
as in olden times in so far as the authority of the 
giver guaranteed the qualifications of the recipient. 
No community would appoint a man to be the 
Rabbi — t.e. the judge in all matters legal and 
religious — who did not have the s’imkhSh, for upon 
his decision alone many doubtful legal questions 
can be solved; he is responsible for the upholding 
of the written law in its entirety and for the carry- 
ing out of all the divine ordinances in conformity 
with the old tradition ; he grants divorce ; he 
decides all the questions of the ritual slaughter of 
animals ; he declares the food fit or unfit for Jew- 
ish consumption ; and in all questions of a legal 
character he is the authority upon whom the com- 
munity relies. Thus the s'mWidh, or ordination, 
is still a valid principle in Judaism. It is now the 
token of qualification for eventual appointment 
as a Rabbi, who is then called musmaJeh. Among 
the Ashkenazic Jews the diploma is now called 
H&tcLrath H6radh venia docendi— i.e. he has now 
the permission to declare the law — whilst the 
Sephardic Jews and the Jews of the East have 
retained the old name of s^mtJehSh. 

It is of interest to note that among the titles of 
the priests and elders of the Samaritans there is 
also that of samukhah, the one who is worthy of 
being relied upon, a man of authority, and also he 
wholias been appointed to high office. The ap- 
pearance of this title among those of the Samari- 
tans shows its great antiqmty and its wider use in 
Palestine. 


ORENDA. — Orenda is a word of Iroquoian 
origin, being an Anglicization of the Huron 
iarenda or orenda, which has cognates in the 
related dialects. The word signifies the inherent 
power or energy which every object, in some char- 
acteristic degree, possesses and exerts ; and, indeed, 
it is not BO far removed in meaning from our own 
looser use of the term ‘ energy,’ regarded as poten- 
tial or active and related in kind and degree to the 
object which it defines. That the meaning of the 
aboriginal word is more intimately psychical than 
ours — orenda being conceived as indissolubly 
bound up with desire and will — is but the natural 
reflexion of a more primitive stage of thought ; but 
it is at least a fair question whether our own use of 
‘energy’ does not covertly carry the same psy- 
chical connotation. ‘ Magic power ’ is the phrase 
most commonly employed by J. N. B. Hewitt in 
translating orenda ; but ‘ magic,’ as ho points out, 
is derogatorily associated with superstition and 
supematuralism, and is not, therefore, a fair 
rendering of the native conception. 

• By prinmive miin all motions and activities were interpreted 
as manifestations of life and t^dli. Things animate and things 
inanimate were comprised in one heterogeneous class, sharing 
a common nature. All things, therefore, were thought to have 
life and to exercise will, whose behests were accomplished 
through orenda— that is, through magic power, reputed to be 
inherent in all things ’ (Hewitt, :i itBi'irflDOS], p. 1S4). 

In another connexion Hewitt gives a number of 
phrases illustrative of the use of the concept in 
Iroquoian tongues ; 

•When a hunter Is successful In the chase. It Is said, 
tcd'UiarindogCnni', he baffled, thwarted their orenda, f.c., the 
orenda of the quarry ; but, conversely, should the hunt^an 
return unsuccessful, it is said, tro Uior/ndogi flnt", they (the 
game) have foiled, outmatched his orenda ; , . , when the 
elements are gathering and a storm la browing, it is said, 
teatrfiUlinnC, it (storm-maher) is malting, preparing its orenda ; 
and when the lowering storm-clouds appear to be ready, it U 
said, iotr/MitinC, it has finished, has prepared, its orenda ; 
these two expressions and their conjugatfonal forms are equally 
applicable to an animal or bird that Is angry or in a rage ; . . . 
anything whose orenda is reputed or believed to have been 
instrumental in obtaining some good or In accomplishing some 
purpose is said •' to possess orenda " (ior/iidare'), fust as a 
wealthyper5oniB8ald'‘to have money," that ts, “anaoundance 
of money”; and if these things or portions of them bo chosen 
and kept against the time of their use, they become what are 
commonly called charms, amulets, fetishes, mascots, shields, or, 
if you please, ” medicine ” ’ (Jkmer. Anthropologist, new ser., It. 
88 f.). 

Hewitt goes onto indicate the relationship of the 
exercise of orenda to willing and desiring and 
to singing — relations which he regards as of 
primary importance in the interpretation of the 
term, showing, as they do, its intimately psychi- 
cal intention ; 

' Soterinnente', he is nrr.aycd in his orenda, and rofemrnndfe’, 
he has eCiiscd or put forth his orenda, are two cxprcssioiis, 
sentence-words, which are said in reference to n man who is 
exerting bis orendo for the accomplishment of some purpose, 
this is its primarj- slgnlDcation ; the first term, roteretlndtlte', 
has come to mean, as a secondary usage, he is hoping for it, (s 
expecting it, because it was the habit to put on one's orenda to 
obtain what is desired ; now, the second sentcnce.word, roter- 
ritlndu', ns a secondary meaning has come to signify, he is sing- 
ing, is chanting, but literally, he Is holding forth his orenda. 
Thus, singing was interpreted to signify that the singer, chanter, 
whether beast, bird, tree, wind, man, or what not, was putUng 
forth his orenda, his mj-stic potence, to execute his will : hence, 
too, it comes that the shaman, when exerting his orenda, must 
sing, must chant. In imitation of the bodies of hit environment. 
Let it be noted, too, that this Is the only word signifying to 
sing, to chant, in the earlier speech of the Iroquoian peoples.’ 


liiTEiiATURS. — The chief sources are the Istch. in the MIshn&h 
of Sanhedrin and the two Talmudic treatises of that name, 
. esp. Jems. Sank, 10a, e, and Bab. Sank. 17o ; Maimonldes, 
{(1204), Vadhii-hardlfiih; HilMth Sanhedrin, I.-iv.; Asher b. 
Vehicl (1340), Ti>r ^SsJifn iJishpat, cbs. L, vli,, viil., and ^varo s 
commentary to it, as well as Shuthdn 'Aruhh, same chapters : 
I. ben S. Lampronti, Patad /fjint, t.v. 'Semikhah ; Levi 
aben Habib, She'eldth u-mhuMth, Venice, 1665 ; Bfi Rab, 
Sbe'eieih u-TfshiiMth, do. 1603, and if. Caster’s Cod. 031, fol. 
Sa-446, containing under the heading ' Iggereth Has'mik&h 
the full correspondence of B6 Bab (the MS was copied In 
Ws "' " W. P-r’-"- MGWJ xxxriii. [18941 122-127: 
A ■ I...... ', 1 ^ Berlin, n.d. ; M. Gudemann, 

Gen' und der Ktiltur der abendldnd, 

Jtiden, Vienna, 1880-83; M. Caster, BabMnfcal Degree, 
London, 1900. M. GASTEB. 


Orenda is not applied to musoular strength or 
to any purely mechanical force, but only to in- 
visible powers conceived as analogous to will and 
intelligence, although there is acurions suggestion 
of emanation, or efflux, about it, that seems to 
bring it within the range of what are sometimes 
spoken of ns ' tolepsycliio powers.’ 

In the Onondaga version of the Iroquoian cos- 
mology it is said of Sapling, the vegetation spirit, 
that so soon as he becomes old he is transformed 
again into a youth : 

• Moreover, it is so that continuously the orenda Immanent In 
his body— the orenda with which he suffuses his person, the 
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point. He, no doubt, was consulted in a matter 
which affected the spiritual worship and the service 
of the Temple. Other high priests may have had 
their seat m the Sanhedrin, and one of them — 
Babbi Ishmael, the high priest — is always men- 
tioned with great veneration. These new judges 
thus became the sharers in the authority which 
came down in direct succession. They became 
s‘7nukhtm, men of authority who, were ‘ordained,’ 
i.e. ‘appointed,’ as men upon whom the people 
could ‘rely.’ They exercised certain spiritual 
functions, for Jewish life in all its forms depended 
upon their interpretation of the law. Things 
became pure or impure, allowed or forbidden, 
according to their declaration, sanction, or refusal. 
They declared the festivals ; and even on a memor- 
able occasion, when one of the great scholars, 
relying on his own calculation and observation of 
the moon, had drawn up a different calendar, he 
had to submit to the decision of the patriarch 
Gamaliel ll. and his colleagues in power and keep 
the Diw of Atonement on the day fixed by them 
(Bosh Hash. 25a, 6 ). The ‘ordination,’ or 
was one of the means by which the oral tradition 
preserved its authoritative character ; for, so long 
as there were men who were the lawful heirs of 
the authority of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish law 
had its authoritative exponent. The point which 
has hitherto remained obscnre, viz. the disuse of 
the s^mlkhah, as has been alleged, after the de- 
struction of the Temple, will now become perfectly 
clear. The reason is obvious why the Roman 
Government punished with death any one who 
would continue this practice of i.e. ordain 

pupils to become R^bis ; for, as soon as the chain 
of s’tntkhah was broken, there was no longer any 
central authority great and respected enough to 
command universal obedience, to interpret the 
laws, and, above all, to fix the calendar ; and, as 
soon as the people no longer knew when to keep 
their Sabbaths and their festivals or how to apply 
the law, their spiritual dissolution was near at 
hand. And it is easy to understand why Judah 
b. Baba (Sank. 14a) exposed himself to die by the 
hand of the Romans whilst granting s^mikfidh to 
four pupils ; he had thus re-established the legal 
authority for the oral law, and a proper succession 
for its interpretation. 

The Roman rule did not tolerate any Jewish 
civil tribunal or any Jewish magistrates who would 
judge the people according to tlie Jewish law, and 
therefore the practical use of the s’mlkhdh as a 
regular continuous institution on a large scale had 
to come to an end for a time after the war of Bar 
Kokhba (A.D. 130). But, when the civil local 
government of the Jews was re-established soon 
afterwards under the headship of one of the de- 
scendants of the house of David, or rather the 
house of Hillel, under the name of ‘ patriarch of 
the Jews,’ the right of s^mlkhah was vested in 
the patriarchs, though there was no longer a real 
Sanhedrin with its autonomous jurisdiction and 
unquestioned authority on all matters of political 
and religious life. The new judges now appointed 
had, however, to decide, as before, not only what 
was right and wrong, but also what was religiously 
correct or incorrect. It was now a limited mrra of 
authority that was vested in the s^mikhah, though 
it stUl carried with it the same spiritual authority. 
Any one who received the s'mtkMh received at tne 
same time the right to decide with the others in 
the fixing of the calendar. But this right was 
centred in Palestine. No school, no head of a 
college in Babylon, could ever obtain it. It was 
jealously guarded as a privilege of the patriarchate 
in Palestine. AVhen the great scholar from Baby- 
lon, _R. Eleazar b. Pedatn, came to Palestine, he 
considered it a very great honour to have obtained 


the s^mikhah there (Jerus. Bosh Hash. 586; cf. 
Sanh. 18c and B. KHhuh. 112a). But the name of 
this institution and the form of the appointment 
had been changed. It was no longer called s^mtkhdh 
in Palestine, but minnuy (from the Aramaic word 
mana, Dn !'• J"). The old name had obviously an 
ominous ring about it in the ears of the Romans, 
and therefore the Jews of Palestine avoided using 
it. It was retained, however, in Babylon, and w 
still used. The laying on of hands was no longer 
practised {B. Sanh. 136) either for the same reason 
as the name had been abandoned — not to arouse 
too much suspicion of the Romans— or possibly 
because the Church had adopted this practice for 
the purpose of ordaining priests. The laying of 
hands on the pupils (Ac 6") and on Saul and Barna- 
bas (13*) need not be taken as ordination, but 
merely as a form of blessing like that of the priests, 
and, at the same time, it may have been a symbol 
of authority, granting them the power to be judges 
who would declare the law in the community. 
Later this became the symbol of consecration for 
sacerdotal office, and this very likely was the 
reason why the practice was discontinued by the 
Jews. Shortly afte^^vards the right of the pa- 
triarch became limited, inasmuch as he could ap- 
point only with the concurrence of the heads of the 
legal tribunal, Beth Din — the judges of the Jewish 
court. 

The constant persecution by the Roman and then 
by the Byzantine emperors pressed heavily on the 
Jews of Palestine, and thus it came about that one 
of the patriarchs, Hillel or Judah in the 4th or 6th 
cent. — the time has not yet been definitely decided 
— established a calendar upon the basis of mathe- 
matical calculation only. It was no longer to be 
made dependent on the real observation of the 
appearance of the new moon. On the other band, 
the oral law had become codified and had been 
further enlarged and expounded by the great 
schools of Palestine and Babylon, all of which 
became the ‘ ivritten’ MishnSh and Talmud. Thus 
the s^mikhdh lost its essential character of being 
the only legal authority for the calendar, and for 
the interpretation and declaration of the oral law. 

With the extinction of the patriarchate the in- 
stitution came practically to an end in Palestine. 
No Babbi could henceforth be appointed either by 
‘ nomination ’ or by ' ordination^ and laying on of 
bands capable of exercising functions like those 
vested in the Sanhedrin and the patriarchate. In 
one form or another, and either in the name or by 
the band of the college, the Bosh Yeshibah, or 
G5dn, granted by ‘nomination ’ or in the form of a 
written certificate a degree of qualification for the 
function of teacher and judge. Much that hap- 
pened in Palestine during the first centuries of the 
[ Muhammadan conquest is wrapped in obscurity. 
Fragments from the Genizah in Cairo, however, 
give us a glimpse into some movements which must 
have taken place in the 9th and 10th centuries, 
when among others a certain Ben Meir endeavoured 
to resuscitate the ancient power of s^mikhdh, and 
claimed for himself and possibly for others in 
Palestine the right of again fixing the calendar by 
observation and, no doubt, of exercising such func- 
tions as formerly belonged to the holders of the 
s’mikhah. Saadyah entered into long polemics 
with Ben Meir and his associates, but very little is 
knoivn about this dispute except the fact mentioned 
above. Again, the re-establishment of the s^ml- 
i&MA became a burning question among the Jews 
of Palestine when B6 Bab in the year 1638 claimM 
for himself and his tribunal the right of resuscitat- 
ing the anoicnt s^mtkhah. He based his claim on a 
statement of Maimonides which seemed to grant to 
the Babbis of Palestine the right of re-establishing 
the s^niikhdh if they had all come together and had 
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unanimously decided upon it. B6 Rab, who lived 
in Safet, had evidently not paid sufficient atten- 
tion to the susceptibilities of his colleagues in Jeru- 
salem, the chief of whom was Levi aben Eabib ; a 
controversy arose between them, and the attempt 
of B§ Rab was entirely frustrated. He emphati- 
cally denied the intention of touching the calendar 
or interfering with the criminal law, but declared 
that his aim was to create a spiritual centre for 
Judaism in Palestine, just as the patriarchate and 
the Sanhedrin had been before. There was another 
motive which may have prompted B6 Rab to this 
action — Messianic aspirations. The plan which 
afterwards matured under Don Joseph of Naxos, 
the favourite of Selim — to create, as it were, a small 
Jewish commonwealth in Galilee with its centre in 
Tiberias— may have prompted B6 Rab to this step, 
which was to be a preliminary step to the re- 
gathering of the Jews in the Holy Land. 

The s‘imkhah, shorn of its special character, is 
still a practice in the ordination of a Rabbi. It does 
not canry with it the same authority as it had in 
Palestine, but it is a necessary condition for the 
qualification of a Rabbi. When in the 12th cent. 
Judaism again suffered under the shock of the per- 
secution which threatened to destroy the unity of 
Israel and to undermine the authority of the re- 
presentatives of the law, R. Meir resuscitated the 
old practice in the manner and to the extent that 
it had been practised in the Diaspora. It was to 
be hencefortn as a certificate for the holder, a kind 
of venia docendi which was wanted to him by one 
who was a recognized authority himself and a 
holder of sucli a diploma. It was precisely the same 
as in olden times in so far as the authority of the 
giver guaranteed the qualifications of the recipient. 
No community would appoint a man to be the 
Rabbi — i.e, the judge in all matters legal and 
religious — who did not have the s’m^khSh, for upon 
his decision aione many doubtful legal questions 
can be solved ; he is responsible for tlie upholding 
of the written laAV in its entirety and for tlie carry- 
ing out of all the divine ordinances in conformity 
with the old tradition ; he grants divorce ; he 
decides all the questions of the ritual slaughter of 
animals ; he declares the food fit or unfit for Jew- 
ish consumption ; and in all questions of a legal 
character he is the authority upon whom the com- 
munity relies. Thus the s'mikkah, or ordination, 
is still a valid principle in Judaism. It is now the 
token of qualification for eventual appointment 
as a Rabbi, who is then called mwinakn. Among 
the Ashkenazic Jews the diploma is now called 
S&iuvath IISTGuh vcnicc docendi — i.c. he has now 
the permission to declare the law — ^whilst the 
Sephardic Jews and the Jews of the East have 
retained the old name of s^mtkhak. 

It is of interest to note that among the titles of 
the priests and elders of the Samaritans there is 
also that of samukhdh, the one who is worthy of 
being relied upon, a man of authority, and also he 
who has been appointed to high office. The ap- 
pearance of this title among those of the Samari- 
tans shows its great antiquity and its wider use in 
Palestine. 


iJTEKATtiRi!. — ^The Chief sonrccB are the let ch. tn the MlshnUh 
ol Sanhedrin and the two Talmudic treatlees of that nirae, 
esp. Jems. Sank. 10a, c, and Bab. Sanh. 17a : Maimomdes, 
(nmiYudhd.Tiaza^ab; Hilhdlh Sanhedrin, i.-W.; Asbcr b. 
Yehicl(1340), TdrJldshen 3 /trAp_af,ohs. 1., wi.,Tiil.,BDd Karo« 
conimentory to It, as well ns Shulhiin .JruW, eame chapte^ 
I. ben S. Lampronti, Pahad leftak, t.v. Scmikhnh , Lert 
aben Habib, She'eUth u-mhuMth, Venice, “05. B6 Rab, 
She-el6ih u-T'shuMlh, do. 1003, and M. Caster s C^. 031, fol. 
Sa-14!/, containing under the heading ’Iggercth H^mftih 
the full correspondence ol BO Bab (the 
hie lifetime); W. Bachcr, MGWJ 

A 'TUfp'i Berlirii n.d. ; M. Gudexnann, 

Oetc} end der Kultur der aUndland. 

Jude '. ■. . : ■■ ; M. Caster, Babbin^t Degree, 

London, 1000. : M. GASTEE. 


ORENDA. — Orenda is a word of Iroguoian 
origin, being an Anglicization of the Huron 
iarenda or orenda, which has cognates in the 
related dialects. The word signifies the inherent 
power or energy which every object, in some char- 
acteristic degree, possesses and exerts ; and, indeed, 
it is not so far removed in meaning from our own 
looser use of the term ‘ energy,’ regarded as poten- 
tial or active and related in kind and degree to the 
object which it defines. That the meaning of the 
aboriginal word is more intimately psychical than 
ours — orenda being conceived as indissolubly 
bound up with desire and will — is but the natural 
reflexion of a more primitive stage of thought ; but 
it is at least a fair question whether our own use of 
‘energy’ does not covertly -carry the same psy- 
chical connotation. ‘ Magic power ’ is the phrase 
most commonly employed by J, N. B. Hewitt in 
translating orenda ; but ‘magic,’ as he points out, 
is derogatorily associated with superstition and 
Bupematuralism, and is not, therefore, a fait 
rendering of the native conception. 

‘ By priniitivc man all motions and activities were interpreted 
as manifestations of life and will. Things animate and things 
inanimate were comprised in one heterogeneous class, sharing 
a common nature. All things, therefore, were thought to have 
life and to exercise will, whose behests were accomplished 
through orenda— that is, through magic power, reputed to be 
inherent in ail things ’ (Hewitt, ;/ RBi’lidlBOSI, p. 134). 

In another connexion Hewitt gives a number of 
phrases illustrative of the use of the concept in 
Iroquoian tongues ; 

‘When a hunter is successful in the chase, it Is said, 
vi'tharindogtSlnl', he bofHed, thwarted their orenda, i.e., the 
orenda of the quarry ; but, conversely, sliould the hunt^an 
return unsuccessful, it is said, ten' thor/hdogi flnl', they (the 
game) have toiled, outmatched bis orenda ; . . . when the 
elements are gathering and a storm is brewing, it is said, 
teatrindiflnC, it (stotm-malter) is making, preparing its orenda; 
and when the lowering storm^ilouds appear to be ready, it is 
said, iotr/nddUnC, it has finished, has prepared, iU orenda ; 
these two expressions and their conjugational forms arc equally 
applicable to an animal or bird that is angry or In a rage ; . . . 
anything whose orenda is reputed or believed to have been 
instrnniental in obtaining some good or in accomplishing some 
purpose is said " to possess orendo " (ioriitdarr'), Just as a 
wealthy person is said " to have money," that is, •' an abundance 
ol money " ; and if these tilings or portions of them be chosen 
and kept n^inst the time of their use, they become what aro 
commonly called charms, amulets, fetishes, mascots, shields, or, 
if you please, *' raedlclne ” ’ (Atner. Anthropologist, new ser., iv. 
SSL). 

Hewitt goes on to indicate the relationship of the 
exercise of orenda to willing and desiring and 
to singing — relations which ho regards as of 
primary importance in the interpretation of the 
term, showing, ns they do, its intimately psychi- 
cal intention : 

’ Botertflninte', he is arrayed in his orenda, and roterriUnite', 
he has etlused or put forth his orenda, are two expressions, 
sentence-words, which are said in reference to a man who Is 
exerting his orendo for the accomplishment of some purpose, 
this is its primary signification ; the first term, roferjilndflfe’, 
has come to mean, ns a secondary usage, he is hoping for ft, ft 
expecting it, because it was the habit to put on one’s orenda to 
obtain what is desired ; now, the second sentence-word, roter- 
rfhndte', ns a secondary meaning has come to signify, he is sing- 
ing, is chanting, but literally, he is holding forth his orenda. 
Thus, singing was interpreted to signify that the singer, chanter, 
whether beast, bird, tree, wind, man, or what not, was putting 
forth his orenda, his mj-stic potenoe, to execute his will ; hence, 
too, it comes that the shaman, when exerting his orenda, must 
sing, must chant, in imitation ol the bodies of his environment. 
I^t It be noted, too, that this is the only word signifying to 
sing, to chant, in the earlier speech of the Iroquoian peoples.' 

Orenda is not applied to muscular strength or 
to any purely mechanical force, but only to in- 
visible powers conceived as analogous to will and 
intelligence, although there is a curious suggc-stion 
of emanation, or efflux, about it, that seems to 
bring it within the range of what aro sometimes 
spoken of as ■ telepsychio powers,’ 

In the Onondaga version of the Iroquoian cos- 
mology it is said of Sapling, the vegetation spirit, 
that so soon as he becomes old he is transformed 
again into a yonth ; 

• Moreover, it is so that continuously the orenda Immanent in 
hb body— the orenda with which he suCoses his person, the 
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orenda which he projects or exhibits, through which he is 
possessed of force and potency — is ever full, undiminished, and 
all'SUtticient : and, in the next place, nothing that is otkon or 
deadly, nor, in the next place, even the Great Destroyer, otkon 
in itself and faceless, has any effect on him, he being perfectly 
immune to Its orenda ; and, in the next place, there is nothing 
that can bar his way or veil bis faculties ’ (SI RBBW, p. 21P). 

The word otkon, or otgon, which here appears as 
a name for hostile or malevolent orenda, rs, says 
Hewitt (Amer, Anth., new ser., iv. 37 n.), gradually 
displacing orenda, for the reason, he thinks, ‘ that 
the malignant and the destructive, rather than the 
benign, manifestations’ of this power produce the 
more lasting impressions on the mind. It is pos- 
sible that this word is related to the Huron oqui or 
oki, which D. G. Brinton (Tke Myths of the New 
WorleP, Philadelphia, 1896, p. 64) regards as of 
Algonquinn origin. 

‘Xhe word oqui, and its plural ondaqui, signifies among 
them (f.e, the Hurons) some divinity ; in a word, what they 
recognize as above human ' nature’ (Jesuit Relations, cd. 
B. O. Thwaites, Cleveland, 1896-1901, v. 257). 

The term orenda is, in fact, only one of a large 
group of terms, members of whieli are found in 
most, if not all, Indian languages, which liave the 
same general meaning — invisihle power or energy. 
Hewitt (Amer. Anth., new ser., iv. 37 fl', ) mentions 
the Siouan wakan, Algonquian manitowi, Sho- 
ehonean pokunt, W.Matthews(‘Navaho Legends,’ 
Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, Boston 
and New York, 1897) describes the Navaho digin 
(p. 37). J. Swanton (Memoirs of the American 
Museum of Natural History, viii, [1909] 13) says of 
the Haida .sgdna that it is ‘a word which my 
interpreters liked to render by “power”,’ allied 
to supernatural beings, shamans, etc. F. H. Cush- 
ing (‘Zuui Fetiches,’ ^ liBB fV [1883], p. 9) de- 
scribes the Zufii conception, in essence equivalent 
to the Iroquoian. Apparently the Inca word 
huaca (Garcilassode la Vega, Royal Commentaries, 
London, 1871, n. iii.) is a S. American instance. 

The whole group of terms designate the Ameri- 
can equivalent of what is generally known to 
anthropologists the Polj'nesian term mana. As 
applied to American Indian beliefs, manitu and 
wakanda (Algonquian and Siouan respectively) are 
much the most common in use. There is the diffi- 
culty, however, that manitu is very generally used 
for a spirit or deity, i.e. a kind of invisible person- 
ality, which is not at all the meaning of orenda — 
by which a spiritual attribute rather than entity 
(to employ a scholastic distinction) is designated. 
Something of the same objection extends to wakan, 
wakanda, which, althougn most commonly used in 
the attributive sense, is still also employed in a sort 
of personification of that power for which the 
white man has no better term than Great Spirit ; 

'The Wakonda addressed In tribal prayer and in ttie tribal 
religious ceremonies which pertain to the weifare of ail the 
people is the Wakonda that is the permeating life of visible 
nature — an invisible life and power that reaches everywhere 
and everything, and can be appealed to by man to send him 
help. From this central idea of a permeating iife comes, on 
the one hand, the application of the word wakonda to anything 
mysterious or inexplicable, be it an object or an occurrence ; 
and, on the other hand, the belief that the peculiar gifts of an 
animate or inanimate form can be transferred to man. The 
means by which this transference takes place is mysterious and 
pertains to Wakonda but is not Wakonda. So the media — the 
shell, the pebble, the thunder, the animal, the mythic monster 
— ^may be spoken of as wakondas, but they are not regarded as 
tAe Wakonda ’ (Alice 0. Fletcher, 57 RRRIF [1911], p. 699). 

In view of this tendency to personify, which . 
does not appear in the case of the Iroquoian orenda, 
there may be reason in adopting the latter term, as 
Hewitt urges, to designate the fundamental view 
of the world, as actuated by interplaying and invis- 
ible powers, which underlies all American Indian 
myth and religion (cf. art. Natitee [American]). 

See further art. Mana. 

LrrSEjiTDRE. — See the sources cited throughout, especially 
J. N. B. Hewitt, ‘Orenda and a Definition of Religion,’ 
American Anthropologist, new ser., iv. [1902) 33-46. 

H. B, Alexander. 


ORGANIC SELECTION.— This is a theory 
supplementary to Darwinism (q.v.) according to 
which the course of evolution by natural selection 
is guided by individual organic accommodations in 
lines coincident with themselves. The accom- 
modations or adjustments made by individuals 
are conceived as affording a screen or protection, 
against elimination, to those variations with 
which they coincide in direction ; these variations, 
thus screened, have a chance to accumulate them- 
selves from generation to generation until they 
become of independent ‘selection-value.’ 

This principle was announced ind^endently in 
1896 by three naturalists — C. Lloyd Morgan, H. F. 
Osborn, and J. Mark Baldwin, the last-named 
giving it its name and developing it in Develop- 
ment and Evolution (New York and London, 1902), 
in which the original papers of tlie other authori- 
ties as well as his own, and citations from others 
(E. B. Poulton, H. "VV. (Ilonn, etc.), are reprinted. 

The theory of evolution founded upon organic 
selection has received the name of the * orbhophasy 
theory’ in opposition to the ‘orthogenesis theory,’ 
whicli assumes determinate variations properly so 
called. It is held to aflbrd ,a valuable supplement 
to that based upon Darwinian selection, in various 
ways. Certain striking applications of it may be 
briefly stated (cf. the co-operative article on this 
topic in Baldwin’s DPhP), 

(1) If this view of the directive effect of indi- 
vidual accommodations is true, there is no further 
need of the Lamarckian principle of the ‘inherit- 
ance of acquired cliaracters,’ since the ‘direction’ 
secured, although ultimately due to variation, is 
in lines coincident with the characters or modi- 
fications acquired in ex-peri ence. The ease for 
Lamnrckisni against Danvinism, as a theory of 
evolution, is therefore greatly weakened by the 
‘organic selection’ theory, ns is quite generally 
admitted. 

(2) The theory finds an interesting application 
in the account of the origin of animal instinct. 
The instincts, according to it, are functions due to 
accumulated variations which have been screened 
and protected during their immature stages by 
individual habits of intelligent and conscious ad- 
justment. Under tliis protection — in cases such as 
the theory of organic selection recognizes — these 
functions have developed on the organic side, 
while the intelligent adaptations associated with 
them, becoming less and less necessaiy, have 
finally been superseded entirely by the mstinct. 
This gives the look of intelligence to the instincts 
— they have arisen as substitutes for intelligent 
action, by coincident variation. The Laraarckian 
theory of instinct developed by Spencer under the 
name of the ‘lapsed intelligence’ theory is thus 
completely replaced by the ‘organic selection’ 
theory. 

(3) To psychologists and students of sociology 
and ethics certain bearings of the theory are of 
extreme interest. If conscious individual accom- 
modations may have such a directive effect upon 
evolution, then a purposive or teleological factor 
is introduced into Darwinism. The course of 
organic evolution is no longer to be looked upon 
as haphazard, accidental, or fatalistic, but as pro- 
ceeding in lines of progress marked out by in- 
telligent adjustments. Consciousness, mind in 
general, becomes an efficient, though indirect, 
factor in biological evolution. And mental evolu- 
tion takes the lead, in a sense ; not, indeed, in the 
way of determining variation in certain directions, 
but in the way of controlling variation, and of 
securing the selection of functions and characters 
which subserve the purposes of mind. 

Moreover, the special modes of accommodation 
found in co-operative life, social and moral, get 
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the same directive efficiency. The whole range of 
social and ethical group-activities reflects its values 
into the instinctive and other more plastic potencies 
of the individuals making up the group. The op- 
position heween Darwinian evolution and morality, 
signalized by Huxley, completely disappears. 

(4) Philosophically considered, in view of these 
points, the Darwinian theory of evolution by 
natural selection is very materially recast. It is 
no longer a theory resting exclusively upon 
fortuitous congenital variations. For in many 
important instances it is not upon such variations, 
taken simply for themselves, that the preserving 
hand of selection falls, but upon those only which 
show their fitness to serve the ends of conscious 
adaptation and of mind. Selection falls upon the 
variations only because it falls first upon the 
entire living function in which the variations are 
included and protected. The function which sur- 
vives, and with it the anatomical characters, are 
those which present the successful union and joint 
operation of endowment (present in the variation) 
and experience (present in the accommodation). j 
Literatdbe.— B esides the citations made above, the foilowlnET ; 
works contain accounts ond critical estimates ol the theory oj ] 
orBanio aeleotion : C. Lloyd Morgan, Habit and Instinct, 
Ijondon, 1806, Animal Behaviour, do. 1900; L. H. Plate, Das 
Selectionsprinzip uni Probteme der Artbildnng^, Leipzig, j 
1908; F. W. Headley, The Problems of Evolution, London, 
1900 ; H. W. Conn, Theilethod of Evolution, NewVorlc, 1900; 
Y. Delage and M. Goldsmith, Les Thiories de I'ivolution, 
Paris, 1000; W. McDougall, Body and Mind, I/indon, 1911; 
C. Lloyd Morgan and A. Weismann, in Baruin and 
Modem Science, ed. A. 0. Seivard, Cambridge, 1909 ; C. Groos, i 
The Play, of Man, Eng. tr., London, 1901; J. A. Thomson, 
Darwinism and Human Infe, do. 1009 ; J. T. Gulick, .Brolu- 
ti'on, Facial and Habitudinal, Washington, 1905. 

J. Mark Baldwin. 

ORGY.* — The practice of periodic relaxation of 
social restraints has been followed by the majority 
of peoples, and is the unconscious response to a I 
real social need. The study of the or^ as a normal 
phenomenon throws light on the ivliole mechanism 
of society. Primitive ‘bursts’ and modern Bank 
Holiday ‘mafficking’ fulfil an identical purpose, 
and their conditions are identical, though more 
stringent in the case of early society. 

Thus, of the Central Australians we are told that ’ the llie ol 
a native is hedged in with arbitrary rules that must be obeyed, 
often at the peril of his life. To the casual onlooker the native 
may appear to live a perfectly free life ; in re.ality he does 
nothing ol the kind ; indeed, very much the reverse.’ ^ 

We may here take exception to the epithet 
‘ arbitrary ’ ; there is little in any social organiza- 
tion to which it can be_ applied. It cannot, e.jf., 
be applied to the orgy itself, so far as this isin- 
dulgett in by normal members of the society. The 
orgy is to the routine of ordinary life what the 
religious feast is to the fast. It supplies a rest and a 
change, but particularly an emotional and phj’sical 
expansion and discharge of energy.^ Excess and 
dissipation are almost inevitably involved, hut 
they are not in principle essential conditions. Nor, 
again, is the criminality which often appears. 
The functions in which this neuro-muscular dis- 
charge takes place are those belonging to the 
general muscular system— eating, drinking, and 
sex. The main psychological element, relief from 
restraint, is connected with others — the play- 
instinct, the pleasure of exhilaration and_ neuro- 
muscular excitement, and religious enthusiasm in 
many cases. 

The economic conditions of savage life them- 
selves suggest periodic excess. The savage hunter 
often practically fasts for days together. Ho is in- 

1 The Greek opyia meant primarily ‘aote of ritual.’ Then it 
was specially applied to, ‘secret’ or ‘ mystic ’ cults, such as the 
Elcusinlan /luor^pta and tlie Dionyslac upo^ayla,. From the 
Bacchanalia suppressed bj- Rome the terra derived its modem 
meaning of ‘ feasting or revelry, especially such as is marked by 
excessive Indulgence or licence ’ lOED). 

^ B. Spencer, Native Tribes of the Northern Territory of 
AtutraZta, Iiondon, 1914, p. S42f. 


ured to this, and especially capable of gorging him- 
self when he has killed his game. This capacity 
indeed is part of his survival value.* 

In origin an unconscious social reaction, the orgy 
has clearly been thus understood in later ages and 
accepted. 

‘Having a function to fulfil In every orderly and laborious 
civilization built upon natural energies that are bound by more 
or less inevitable restraints,’ it has been deliberately em- 
ployed tn great religious ages, the rule of abstinence being 
‘ tempered hy permission of occasional outbursts,’ * 

Possibly such regulation of excess and dissipation 
has assisted the general development of self- 
control. In some cases the orgy combines all 
possible forms pf expression, in otliersit is special- 
ized in a particular direction ; e.g., the dramatic 
element Avas conspicuous in the Feast of Fools, the 
idea of change and social inversion in the Homan 
Saturnalia, religious ecstasy hi the Dionysiac orgy. 
The Hindu followers of the Sakta Tantras require 
at their feasts the ‘ five m’s ’— ffish, flesh, tvino, com, 
and women. But even these Saktists seem to omit 
dancing and to emphasize drinking ; they ‘ drink, 
drink, and drink until they fall on the ground in 
nttor helplessness.’’ The Jews at Purim seem to 
have indulged in most forms of excess.* 

Various dates lend themselves to the orgy. Such 
are the harvest festival and other agrioultural occa- 
sions of celebration, the passage from the old to 
the new year, and other seasonalchanges. In many 
such instances, as in the case of feasts of firstfruits, 
the sudden access of a supply of food and liquor 
inevitably encourages an outburst. 

A few typical examples will illustrate the chief 
characteristics of the orgy. 

At the Pondo festival of firstfruits ' the young people ennge 
In gomes ond dances, feats of strength and running. After these 
are over the whole community give themselves over to disorder, 
debauchery, and riot. In their . . . games they but did honour 
to the powers of nature, ond now, ns they cat ond drink, the 
same powers are honoured in another form and by other rites. 
There is no one in authority to keep order, and every man 
does what seems good in his own eyes, . . . People are oven 
permitted to abuse the chief to his face, an offence which at 
any other time would meet with summary vengeance and an 
unceremonious dispatch to Join the ancestors.’” During the 
yam-harvest feast in Ashanti the grossest liberty prevails ; 
‘ neither theft, intrigue nor assault Is punishable,' and “^each sox 
aWndons itself to its passions.’® 

The New Year feast ol the Iroquois formed 'a kind of satur. 
nalia. Jf en and women, variously disguised, went from wigwam 
to wigwam smashing and throwing down whatever they came 
across. It was a time ot general license; the people were 
supposed to be out of their senses, ond tiierelore not to be 
responsible for what they did.’^ 

The Hos of N. India 'have a strange notion that at this 
period [harvest IcstivalJ men and women are so overcharged with 
vicious propensities that it is absolutely necessary for the 
safety of the person to let off steam by allowing lor a time lull 
vent to the passions,’® 

This shrewd description llhistrates the safety-valve function 
of the orgy. After eating and beer-drinking people expand In 
other ways ; the feast is * a satumale during which servants 
forget their duty to their roosters, children their reverence for 
parents, men their respect for women, and women all notions 
of modesty, delicacy, and gentleness; they become raging 
bacchantes. . . . Sons and daughters revile their parents in 
gross language, and parents their children ; men ond women 
become almost like animals in the indulgence ol their amorous 
propensities.’ * 

Of the Roman Saturnalia Ftazer writes : ' Feasting and revelry 
and all the mad pursuit ol pleasure arc the features that seem 
to have especially marked this carnival of antiquity. . . , But 
no feature of the festival is more remarkable, nothing In it 


1 Westermarck, MI li. 290, with examples. 

3 If. Havelock Ellis, Sltuties in the Psychology of Sex, vl.. 
Sex in Belation lo Society, p. 218. 

® Rijendralala Jlitra, Indo-Aryans, London and Calcutta, 
1881, i. 404 f. 

<Bec Frazer, GB®, pt. vl. The Scapegoat, London, 1913, 
p. 3031. 

® J, Macdonald, Beligion and Myth, Dondon, 1893, p. 180 f. 

c Frazer, GB®, pt. v.. Spirits of the Com and of the Wild, 
London, 1012, li. 02, quoting A. B. Ellis, The Tshi-speaking 
Peojiles of the Gold Coast, do. 1887, p. 229 and T. E. Bowdich, 
Mission from Cape Coast Castle to Ashantee, do. 1873, p. 226 f. 

7 Frazer, OB®, pt. vl., The Scapegoat, p. 127. 

» lb. p. 130. 

® E. T. Dalton, Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal, Calcutta, 
1872, p. 190 1. 
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seems to have struck the ancients themselves more than the 
license granted to slaves at this time. . . . The slave might 
rail at his master, intoxicate himself like his betters, sit down 
at table with them. . . . Masters actually changed places with 
their slaves and waited on them at table.' t 

The two days of the Jewish festival of Purim were designated 
as ‘days of feasting and gladness, and of sending portions one 
to another, ond gifts to the poor’ (EstS^i). ‘Purim has been 
describedastheJewish Bacchanalia, . . . and everi'thing is law- 
ful which can contribute to the mirth and gaiety of the festival.’ 
The Jew must drink ’until ho cannot distinguish between the 
words “Cursed be Haman” and “Blessed be Mordecai.’" 
During the two dal's of the feast the Jews, we are told, in the 
I7thcent. ‘did nothing but feast and drink to repletion, play, 
dance, sing and make merry; in particular they disguise 
themselves, men and women exchanging clothes.’* 

The Christian Church in early Europe seems to have adopted 
folk festivals of the Saturnalian tj'pe, especially on Shrove 
Tuesday and New Year’s day. The dramatic elementand free- 
dom of movement were prominent at the former festival: 

Some go about naked without shame, some crawl on all fours, 
some on stilts, some Imitate animals.’ * 

The Feast of Fools, or Kalendcs,* was an ecclesiastical orgy, 
conspicuous chiefly for inversion of rfile. ‘ Priests and clerics 
may be seen wearing masks and monstrous visages at the hours 
of office. They dance in the choir dressed as women. . . . 
They sing wanton songs. They eat black puddings at the 
horn of the altar while the celebrant is eajmg mass. They 
play at dice there. They cense with stinking smoke from 
the soles of old shoes. They run and leap through the church 
without a blush at their own shame. Finally they drive about 
the town and its theatres in shabby traps and carts, and 
rouse the laughter of their fellows and the bystanders in 
Infamous performances with indecent gestures and verses 
scurrilous and unchaste.’^ Chambers notes that the festival 
was confined to the inferior clergy, and infers it to be ‘an 
ebullition of the natural lout beneath the cleric,’ allowed as a 
‘ reaction from the wonted restraint.’ The inversion of status 
is especially marked by such offices as bishop, pope, and king 
— nil examples of the mock authority common in folk-festlvals.o 
The curious title of this orgy may be due merely to the fact 
that the clerics played the fool, but ancient Borne bad a sftiff- 
orum /trice on Feb. 17, the title of which is also obsoure.7 
The Dionysiac orgy was conspicuous for the prominence of 
women. Probably men dressed os women. Dancing and ex- 
cessive physical exertion, drinking, and the eating of raw 
flesh and drinking of warm blood were features.* Among 
the Central Australians an exchange of wives at the end of 
the Engwura ceremonies may be regarded os an orgiastic 
element* 

Farnell regards the production of exhilaration in 
the Dionysiac orgy by means of dancing and drink- 
ing as not only religious exaltation but a means of 
acquiring supernatural energy for the working of 
vegetation-magic. This cannot be the primary 
object of the orgy,’® Fraser, in view of its frequent 
connexion with expulsion of evils, observes ; 

‘ tVhen a general riddance of evil and absolution from all sin 
is in immediate prospect, men are encouraged to give the rein 
to their passions, trusting that the coming ceremony will wipe 
out the score which they are running up so fast. On the other 
hand, when the ceremony has just taken place, men’s minds 
are freed from the oppressive sense, under which they generally 
labour, of an atmosphere surcharged with devils ; and in the 
first revulsion of Joy they overleap the limits commonly im- 
posed by custom and morality. When the ceremony takes 
place at harvest time, the elation of feeling which it excites is 
further stimulated by the state of physical wellbeing produced 
by an abundant supply of food.' 

Again, in special reference to the Saturnalia of 
Italy, he remarks ; 

‘ What wonder then if the simple husbandman imagined that 
by cramming his belly, by sivilling and guzzling just before he 
proceeded to sow his fields, be thereby imparted additional 
vigour to the seed?’ u 

These suggestions miss the main point of the 
problem of the orgy, which is quite satisfactorily 
explained by Ellis. They refer to secondary appli- 
cations of a natural, self-regarding, human need. 

t Frazer, GB^, pt. vi.. The Scapegoat, p. 307. In an English 
hotel at the present day it is the custom at Christmas for the 
visitors and servants to change places. The custom seems to 
have originated spontaneously as an expression of fellow-feeling. 
This is an element of the orgy. 

5 Ib. p. 363. * Ellis, p. 210. 

* See du Cange, Glostarium mtdUe eC infimee Latinitatif, 
Niort, 1SS3-S7, e.v. ; there are several other terms. 

6 R K. Chambers, The Medicecal Stage, Oxford, 1003, i. 204, 
translating a I-atin letter of the 16th century. 

»/6.i. 326(1. 7 /6. 1. 334,355. 

8 CGS V. 159-166. 

9 Spencer-Oillen*, p. 381 ; see Crawley, llystie Rose, London, 
1902, pp. 273, 479. 

to CGS V. 161 ff. 

11 Krazer, GB^, pt. vi., TIu. Scapegoat, pp. 225, 847. 


Nietzsche’s Dionysiac theory and Aristotle’s KdOapait 
are both suggestive in the psychology of the orgy.* 

Litehatube.— H. Havelock Ellis, Studies in the Psychology 
of Sex, vi.. Sex in Relation to Society, Philadelphia. 1910, 
pp. 218-223. £. Crawley. 

ORIENTALISM. — See Syncretism. 
ORIGEN. — See Alexandrian Theology. 

ORIGINAL SIN. — I. Tbe traditiosal 
Christian doctrine.— i. Preparation in the Old 
Testament. — Christian theology has identified 
original sin with a consequence of the Fall, and 
has described the sinfulness thus introduced into 
human life in terms of contrast with the original 
or unfallen state of man. The ecclesiastical doc- 
trine of original sin, from the time of St. Paul, 
has been regarded as contained or implied in 
Gn 3, and therefore as having a foundation in OT 
theology. That some form of doctrine concerning 
original sin was exegetically derived from the 
Paradise story by Jewish writers before the 
Christian era is plain, as will presently be seen ; 
but it seems no longer tenable that any such 
teaching was intended by the compiler of that 
narrative. 

I Gn 3 does not assert that any corruption or dis- 
[ location of human nature was occasioned by the 
sin of Adam and Eve ; it does not mention any 
withdrawal of divine gifts such as before the Fall 
might have enabled man to remain morally inno- 
cent ; it does not represent that Adam’s posterity 
was involved in the consequences of his sin, except 
exclusion from the garden and from access to the 
tree of life, and liability to the physical ills of 
life. Further, no element of the conception of 
original sin seems to have been present to the 
Jahwist compiler’s mind. Subsetiuent sins, such 
as Cain’s, are in no way connected with Adam’s ; 
undiminished responsibility is attributed to the 
sinner of the second generation, evil is not pre- 
dicted of human nature, sinfulness is not regarded 
as universal in Adam’s posterity, and the general 
corruption which evoked the Flood is assigned, in 
the Jahwist history, to a different cause from the 
sin of the first parent. Lastly, _ the story _ of 
Paradise does not receive any doctrinal exposition 
in any of the books of the OT, and no connexion 
between the sinfulness of mankind and Adam’s 
sin is ever hinted at in them. 

But the OT testifies to the growth of several 
ideas which were afterwards embodied in the con- 
ception of inherited or original sin, and to a 
growth uninfluenced by any such conception. Sin is 
sometimes personified as a power e.vternal to man, 
in which we see exhibited the tendency, so disas- 
trous in later theology, to conceive of sin in 
abstraction from the sinner, apart from whom it 
can have no existence. Man is credited with an 
evil imagination (ycfcr), though this imagination 
or disposition was not a result of the Fall. Sin is 
regarded as a state, as well as an isolated act. 
The universality of sinfulness is sometimes empha- 
sized. Sin is occasionally spoken of as inherent in 
man from his birth, and in Ps 51 this inherent and 
inherited sinfulness is regarded as guilty. Facts 
and conceptions are thus recognized which were 
afterwards connected and explained by the idea m 
original sin derived from Adam ; but in the OT 
itself the inherent and inherited sinfulness of 
mankind is not identified with a moral conse- 
quence of the first sin. Indeed, OT thought seems 
to preclude the possibility of such identification. 

2. Development of thought in uncanonical 
Jewish literature. — Perhaps the earliest extant 
exegesis of the Fall-story is contained in Sir -5" 

1 Ellis, p. 223 1 : CGS V. 237. 
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‘ From a woman was the berinning of sin ; and 
because of her we all die.’ That ‘beginning’ is 
to be interpreted here in a temporal, and not in a 
causal, sense is rendered overwhelmingly probable 
by the recovered Hebrew text and, more especially, 
by other passages of Sirach. In this case Ben 
Sira makes no advance upon OT teaching in con- 
nexion with original sin ; but the latter part of 
the verse quoted above supplies evidence that in 
his day the way was being prepared for an inter- 
pretation of Gn 3 such as would lead to a doctrine 
of original sin. 

The book of Wisdom affords new instances in 
Jewish thought of approach towards this doctrine 
— e.gr., in its teaching that sin and (spiritual) death 
were introduced into humanity from without, in 
speaking of- Adam as ‘the protoplast,’ and in 
affirming the actuality of transmitted depravity 
(though this is local and derived from the Cainites, 
not jniversal and derived from Adam). The data 
for the doctrine are all present in this book ; but 
they are unconnected, not generalized into a 
single conception. The last sentence will serve 
equally well to summarize the more elaborate 
teaching of Philo and of Alexandrian Judaism 
generally. But in an apocalyptic writing of the 
same period largely influenced ^ Hellenic thought, 
the Booh of the Secrets of Enoch, original sin ' 
derived from Adam is plainly taught (see below). 

(а) Bahhinical literature, — In this department of 
Jewish literature we find much said of the glory 
of the unfallen state of Adam, and something ns 
to the cosmic eflecta of the Fall. But the privi- 
leges forfeited by Adam for the race are not the 
dona superaddita of later Christian theology. 
The idea of the evil inclination, the germ of which 
is met with early in the OT, is greatly elaborated ; 
but this bias to evil seems never to have been 
regarded by Rabbis before the Christian era as a 
consequence of the first sin. A crude legend that 
Eve was polluted by Satan (or the serpent), and 
her taint transmitted to her posterity, occurs in 
several forms in Rabbinic ivritings; but it does 
not seem to have served the purpose of an explana- 
tion of the universal sinfulness of man. What is 
most remarkable, in connexion with the antecedents 
of St. Paul’s teaching, is the apparent absence from 
this department of Jewish literature, until medi- 
eval times, of any reference to the idea of all the 
race being included in Adam, or identified with 
Adam, when he sinned. Death, and various super- 
natural adornments of Adam’s life at its beginning, 
are the only consequences of the Fall which early 
JUbbinism seems to recognize. 

(б) Jewish apocalyptic literature. — If the ground- 
work of the Book of Enoch is the earliest extant 
specimen of pseudepigraphio literature, it points 
to a tendency, in the first beginnings of Jewish 
exegesis, to explain the sinfulness of manldnd by 
reference not to the Fall story of Gn 3, but to the 
legend of the ’eUhtm (or ‘watchers,’ as they are 
called in Enoch) contained in Gn As we pass 
to later apocalypses, we find the emphasis increas- 
ingly shitted to Gn 4, and signs of confusion of 
these two distinct Biblical stories, which seems to 
have resulted in detaching the idea of the fall of 
the race from the setting in ivhioh it first grew up, 
and transplanting it to the history of the first 
temptation and the loss of Paradise. Thus the 
Fall-story came to be regarded as the explanation 
of much besides human death. In the A recension 
of Slavonic Enoch, or the Booh of the Secrets of 
Enoch, the idea appears that mankind inherits 
from Adam, and as a consequence of his sin, moral 
infirmity of nature— a much more explicit doctrine 
of original sin than that , taught hy St. Paul. 
Possibly this teaching, which would be very 
nnusaal for an early Jevrish book, is not really 


ancient. _ The Apocalypse of Baruch, which is 
more akin to Rabbinic literature than any of 
the pseudepigrapha, seems to regard the Fall as 
having brought upon the whole race liability to 
future^ punishment, and as thereby having affected 
the spiritual destiny of all men, while at the same 
time it asserts, witn an emphasis which suggests 
a polemical intention, that ultimately each indi- 
vidual is ‘ the Adam of his own soul.’ But for a 
difference of emphasis on these two different lines 
of doctrine, the teaching of pseudo-Baruch is 
similar to that of St. Paul. Similar again to the 
teaching of both these writers, and probably con- 
temporary, is that of the Amcalypse of Ezra 
(2 Esdras of the Apocrypha). But, while pseudo- 
Baruch minimizes the effects of the Fall on man’s 
moral state, pseudo-Ezra is full of the sense of 
human infirmity ; his doctrine as to original sin, 
however, is so greatly qualified by the teaching as 
to the ‘evil heart’ (ye^er hara), which follows 
Rabbinic lines, that he is led practically to repudi- 
ate original sin in the sense of inherent corruption, 
deriving human infirmity not by heredity from 
fallen Adam, but from * the following of Adam’ in 
indulging the evil impulse which was ns much in 
Adam when he was created ns in us when we were 
bom. 

We conclude, then, that Judaism, at the begin- 
ning of the Christian era, possessed two distinct 
conceptions of original sin. The one, presumably 
originating in the Alexandrian school, is stated in 
terms of the idea of inherited depravity or corrup- 
tion, and is analogous to an important and charac- 
teristic factor of Augustine’s doctrine. The other 
asserts, quite indefinitely, a connexion between 
Adam’s sin and his posterity’s liability to punish- 
ment, and offers no connecting link between them ; 
if we possess analogy with any later form of the 
doctrine of original sin, it would seem to bo the 
imputation theory. The passage from this form 
of the Jeivish doctrine to the teaching of St. Paul 
involves but a slight step. 

3. St Paul’s doctrine of original sin. — There is 
only one passage in his Epistles in which St. Paul 
deals explicitly with the connexion of human 
sinfulness with Adam’s transgression, viz. Ro 5”'”. 
This connexion is plainly affirmed ; but no attempt 
is made to express how the connexion is to be 
conceived. It is easy to read into St. Paul’s state- 
ment each of the later ecclesiastical theories ns to 
the nature of this connexion, just because that 
statement is so indefinite and colourless as to be 
capable of accommodating them all ; bub none of 
them can safely be extracted, for the same reason, 
from the Apostle’s vague language. The Apostle 
certainly teaches original sin — more or less after 
one manner in which it was current in the Jewish 
schools of his day ; but in what form he conceived 
it it is perhaps for ever impossible for us to deter- 
mine with certainty. He says that sin ‘entered 
into the world by one man, and death through 
sin ; and so death made its way to all men, because 
all sinned.’ Exegesis of these words involves an 
answer to two distinct questions. (1) Does St. 
Paul mean that death passed to aU because all 
sinned personally, or because all sinned when 
Adam sinned t 'The latter interpretation, it may 
be answ’ered, is to be preferred, because otherwise 
the whole of the parallel between Adam and 
Christ, and therefore the whole argument of the 
context (in which reference to original sin is inci- 
dental), would be destroyed, and the force of the 
aorist tense (‘all sinned’) would be lost. (2) 
What did St, Paul conceive to be the mediating 
link between Adam’s sin and the sin and death of 
his descendants ! Is it simply God’s appointment 
(cf. Apocalypse of- Baruch and Apocalypse oj 
Ezra] ; or tlie seminal existence in Adam of his 
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posterity (of. He 7®'*) ; or their identity -with, or 
inclusion in, A^ani, in the sense of Augustine’s 
‘realism’? The first two of these alternatives 
could each be naturally attributed to St. Paul, 
because we know that they were current at or near 
his day. It is also possible, however, to interpret 
St. Paul in terms of his own thought in other con- 
texts, and to suggest that he refers the sins of all 
mankind to the first sin, not in the sense that all 
shared in that sin, but in a similar sense to that 
in which he speaks of believers as being crucified to 
the world, and having died to sin, when Christ 
died upon the Cross. Or, arain, just as the 
believer’s renewal is conceived by St. Paul as 
wrought in advance, though he did not suppose it 
actumly to be so wrought, so also he may regard 
the consequences of Adam’s sin as having been 
wrought simultaneously with it. But, whichever, 
if any, of these meanings were present to St. 
Paul’s mind, the only certainty that we have is 
that he states none of them. 

4 . Development of the doctrine in the Patristic 
period and the Middle Ages, — We have seen that 
St. Paul taught a doctrine of original sin, and that 
ho probably (perhaps we should say certainly) 
imbibed it, along with many other particular views, 
from his Jewish surroundings. But, when we pass 
on to consider the writings of the Fathers of the 
early Church, we find that they did not directly 
adopt St, Paul’s teaching as the basis of their 
doctrine, nor borrow that presented in Jewish 
literature. They started afresh to elaborate a 
doctrine of original sin. The three chief pioneers, 
before Augustine, in this work were Irenseus, 
Origen, and Tertullian. And it may be pointed 
out that each of these Fathers derived his particular 
contribution to the fabric of future orthodox 
doctrine from his own reflexion on texts, philoso- 
hical tenets, or institutions, none of which had 
een a source of the similar conclusions previously 
reached by Jewish thought. 

Justin Martyr was entirely uninfluenced by St. 
Paul’s teaching on original sin, and practically 
repeated the doctrine characteristic of Rabbinical, 
rather than of later Jewish apocalyptic, literature. 
It is not until the Gnostic controversy had invested 
the general problem of evil ivith considerable 
importance for Christian thought that the doc- 
trines of the original state and of the Fall began 
to receive definite shape in the Church. By the 
time of Irenmus, moreover, the Pauline Epistles 
had come to be accepted as Scripture, and there- 
fore as a guide to cloctrine, or a source thereof. 
Iremeus, however, did not set out from St. Paul’s 
doctrine of original sin as a foundation already 
laid. It is in working out his idea of recapitula- 
tion, according to which Christ is the sum and the 
representative of restored humanity, that he begins 
to shape his teaching as to the Fall ; and, had it not 
been for the_ requirements of the recapitulation- 
doctrine, it is probable that he would not have 
been inspired by the Epistle to the Romans to 
develop any teaching concerning original sin. 
The teaching which he supplies exhibits no real 
advance upon that of St. Paul, He merely empha- 
sizes the idea that the Fall was the collective 
deed of the race, in virtue of the unity, in some 
undefined and perhaps mystical sense, of the race 
with -Adam. On original sin as an inherent 
disease, or as the source of concupiscence, he is 
quite silent. In a recently recovered work of this 
Father (Els ’EsrlBei(ip roD ’Attooto^oO jojpByfiaros, ed. 
by A. Harnack from the Armenian version, 
Leipzig, 1908), however, there occurs a somewhat 
curious doctrine of original sin, or of inherited 
sinfulness, especially associated with the de- 
scendants of Cain. God’s curse on Cain is spoken 
of , as handed down by natural heredity to his , 


posterity. This teaching is, of course, different in 
important points from that which became gener^ 
in the Church, and it, was obviously adopted by 
Iremeus from Alexandrian Judaism. It is charac- 
teristic of Alexandrian Jewish literature to 
emphasize the gravity of Cain’s sin, and the 
sinfulness of his descendants, and somewhat to 
minimize that of Adam ; and it is in the book of 
Wisdom, as was seen above, that we find the first 
clear conception of hereditary sin. This work of 
Irenmus servM further to show that in his time 
the idea of inherited sinfulness was not as yet 
definitely coupled with that of Adam’s fall. 

Origen's name is generally associated with a 
theory of the source of inborn sinfulness which is 
incompatible wiUi the ecclesiastical doctrine of 
original sin. This Father taught, especially in his 
earlier years, that the Biblical story of Paradise 
was an allegory describing the fall of all individual 
souls in a previous, celestial existence. According 
to this view, suggested by Plato’s myth (Phmdrus), 
original sin is not derived from the first forefather 
of the race, but is the result of individual free 
will. The guiltiness of inborn sin is thus secured 
at the expense of that racial solidarity upon which 
Irentens, following St. Paul, had insisted. Natur- 
ally this theory never received general sanction in 
the Church. Quite another line of teaching, how- 
ever, was adopted by Origen in his later years— 
a doctrine of inherited corruption, introduced by 
Adam’s fall ; and thus he became the precursor of 
Augustine. 

It has been suggested with great probability that 
Origen’s change of view was occasioned by his 
coming in contact, during his banishment^ from 
Alexandria, with the practice of infant baptism at 
Cffisarea. His writings of this period refer fre- 
quently to a stain of sin defiling every man, and 
requiring to be cleansed away in baptism. Thus it 
would seem that Origen developed his later teach- 
ing as to inborn sin in order to account for the 
ancient and ivide-spread practice of infant baptism. 
The texts of Scripture which speak of universal 
and inborn uncleanness (Cig., Job Id*'-, Ps 61°), and 
the Hebrew ceremonial of purification, seem to 
have suggested to Origen the idea of an inborn 
taint; and, having become possessed of the idea, 
he proceeded to associate it with Adam’s fall, 
though express as.sociation of the tiyo ideas very 
rarely occurs in his writings. Of solidarity of the 
race with Adam, again, Origen offers a very definite 
conception. He borrows the idea of seminal exist- 
ence from the Epistle to the Hebrews, and by 
means of it explains the unity of the race with its 
first parent in sin. Thus, without revealing any 
influence from Irenmus or Tertullian, Origen inde- 
pendently supplied the two main conceptions^ in- 
volved in the Augustinian doctrine of original 
sin. . ... 

The third early and independent pioneer in tm 
elaboration of the doctrine was Tertullian, On 
the point of the mode of derivation of universal in- 
born sin from fallen Adam — a point as to which 
Irenmus is silent and to which Origen scarcely 
refers — Tertullian lays down full and definite 
teaching. He does so in terms of the traduciamst 
doctrine of the origin of the soul, which he adopted 
from current Stoic philosophy and not from Sonp- 
ture. This psychological tenet plays for Tertullian 
the same part as infant baptism played for Ongen, 

and the recapitulation-doctrine for Irenmus. -f*’® 

conception that eveiy human soul is a ‘ branch of 
Adam’s, reproducing its qualities, and therefore its 
corruption (which Tertullian considered *P, 
state of actual sinfulness), readily lent itself to the 
formulation of a definite theory of original sin. 
The traducianist explanation of the propimation of 
original sin was not generally accepted by tne 
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Church; hut the results attained hy its means 
were permanently retained. 

From the time of Origen and Tertullian to that 
of Augustine the doctrine of original sin received 
no important development, save that, alongside of 
the view, emphasized hy the two founders of the 
doctrine just mentioned, that original sin consists 
in a positive corruption of human nature (a view 
also advocated with varying degrees of clearness 
and emphasis hy Gr^ory of Nazianzus, Gregory of 
Nyssa, Macarius of Egypt, Hilary of Poitiers, and 
Ambrose, and greatly developed hy Augustine), we 
meet frequently with the supplementary concep- 
tion of original sin as a loss of supernatural graces 
with which man was endowed at the first. This 
aspect of original sin, destined to hecorae pre- 
dominant in Scholastic theology, is presented hy 
IreniBUS (with great inconsistencies) and Athan- 
asius, and, along with the more positive aspect, hy 
some other Fathers, including Augustine, As has 
been shown above, it has no more Scriptural 
authority thau the assertion that the Fall intro- 
duced positive derangement into man’s nature. It 
originates apparently in the peculiar and baseless 
teaching of Tatian, that the communion of the 
Spirit was withdrawn from Adam (Tatian says 
nothing as to Adam’s posterity) when ho sinned, 
and in the distinction drawn first hy IrenEeus be- 
tween the image of God (belonging to man’s nature, 
and never lost) and the likeness of God (generally 
identified with supernatural endowments, the loss 
of which was due to the Fall)._ This is, of course, 
merely a piece of false exegesis, though upon it is 
based the whole superstructure of ^yhat has been 
regarded hy many theologians, Anglican as well as 
Boman Catholic, as the most essential and most 
catholic element in the doctrine of the Fall and 
original sin. As to its ‘ catholicity,’ there is no 
reason to believe that the conception of original 
sin as loss of dona stiptraddita was more general 
among the Fathers than that of original sin as a 
positive vitium or corruptio of human nature ; and 
in respect of moral consequences it encounters even 
graver difficulties, ^ .... 

The development of the doctrine of original sin 
in the pre-Augustinian period having now been 
traced, it is necessary to call attention to such 
instances as may ho found of Patristic teaching 
which deviated from that which was _ generally 
accepted. Though Clement of Alexandria was not 
unfamiliar with the ivritings of Irenreus, he seems 
not to have held any doctrine of original sin what- 
ever, as distinct from a doctrine of the Fall. He 
vaguely identifies Adam with the race, or con- 
siders him as its representative ; hut Adam s sm 
was to this writer a type of human sin rather than 
the cause of human sinfulness. His exegesis of 
Bo 5 even repudiates the idea that death was a 
consequence of the Fall. Like most Eastera 
Fathers, Clement insists most strongly on the 
unimpaired free will of mankind.^ At^anastus ^o, 
in spite of his adoption of the view that the Fall 
occasioned the withdrawal of Adam’s supemataral 
gifts, deviates from the generally received teaching 
of the Fathers in regarding the fall of mankind as 
having been gradnafiy brought about, rather than 
ns having been catastrophically elTected hy Adam, 
It is in the Antiochene school, however, that we 
find the most conspicuous instances of heterodox 
teaching concerning original sin. Chrysostom does 
not appear to have countenanced this doctrine in 
any mrm, or to have regarded natural concupis- 
cence ns of the nature of sin, while_ Theodore^ of 
Mopsuestia was practically a Pdaginn, denying 
that baptism removed inherited sinfulness and also 
the practically universal belief that Adam s trans- 
gression was the cause of death. 

It was the Pelagian controversy that obliged 
voi.. IX. — 36 


Ai^ustine to make a more complete and system- 
atic study of sin than had yet been undertaken in 
the Church. During the controversy he was led 
to modify his earlier views, which were practically 
identical ivith those of the majority of Eastern and 
Western Fathers since Irenasus. He expressed the 
solidarity of the _ race with Adam sometimes in 
terms of Origen's idea of seminal existence in the 
first parent (c, Jnlianvm, v. 12), and sometimes in 
terms of the realistic notion that Adam’s person- 
ality, and not merely his nature, was shareef hy his 
posterity : 

•Omnes enim lulmns In lllo uno, quando omnes fuimus ills 
tinns, qul per ferainam lapsus cst in pcccatum. . . . Nondnm 
erat nobis singillatiiii creata et distributa forma, in qua sintyll 
viveremus ; sed iam naturo erat seminalis, ex qua propava- 
remur'(d« Civ. Dei, xill. U). 

In de Vera Religione, 61, ho speaks of the sin 
which our nature committed (m Adam), which 
implies his adoption from Greek philosophy of the 
idea that universals or generic concepts exist apart 
from their individual or particular cases. Being, 
especially before the Pelagian controversy, a 
champion of free will, he admits Pelagius’s premiss 
that there can he no sin without willing, hut 
he falsely thought that he could secure our guUt 
for Adam’s sin hy incorporating our nature in 
Adam, whereas our wills would also require to he 
identical with Adam’s, and consequently our per- 
sonalities and individualities. Augustine was 
also inconsistent in regarding Adam as at the 
same time an individual and a generic idea. 

Oripnal sin, with Augustine, involved guilt. 
Hence the unbnptized, even unhaptized inmnts, 
incurred, and (he taught) would receive, damna- 
tion: 

‘InfanB perdUlono punitnr, quift pertlnct ad maesam perdi- 
tion!*' (ef« Deeeaio Onginali, 81). 

The most characteristic feature in Augustine’s 
doctrine of original sin is his exaggeration of the 
effects upon human nature of Adam’s fall. He 
taught that the depravity thus introduced was 
complete, so that fallen man is unable even to will 
what is good. To this belief was chiefly due his 
teaching concerning grace, and consequently his 
doctrine of predestination. 

On passing from the Patristic to the Scholastic 
age, we find no important changes from the main 
trend of the teaching of the pre-Augustinian 
Fathers. Augustine’s extreme views were left 
aside; doubtless they seemed to he provincial 
rather than catholic. Aquinas held that, on its 

ositive side, original sin was a disordered con- 

ition (vulneratio natures, dispositio inordinata) 
consequent upon dissolution of the harmony in 
which original righteousness essentially consisted ; 
while, on its negative side, it was loss of original 
righteousness or of superadded graces. Aquinas 
could not follow Augustine on several important 
points. He denied that natural goodness was 
forfeited at the Fall, that free will was more than 
impaired, that concupiscence is of the nature of 
sin proper. At the same time he emphasized the 
positive side of original sin more strongly than 
Anselm had done, who, while not denying the 
guiltiness of inborn sin in the infant, was dissatis- 
fied with the view that original sin is strictly sin 
(».«. personal sin), and compared it with deformity 
or misery. Duns represented a standpoint 

still more remote from Augustinianism than that 
of Aquinas. Ho held that the first sin — which he 
bos a tendency to minimize— had not affected man’s 
nature at all, but only his supernatural gifts. He 
more strongly emphasizes fallen man’s Heedom of 
will, and denies that original sin is to ho identified 
with concupiscence, because concupiscence belongs 
to our unwounded nature. There is indeed little 
in common between Duns Scotus and Augustine, 
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in so far as Angustine differed from the Fathers 
who preceded him. 

If the Thomist and Scotist views sum up the 
two main tendencies of Scholastic teacinng in its 
maturity, Abelard may he mentioned as the most 
conspicuous representative of views markedly 
divergent from the general trend of medirevd 
doctrine. In some respects he is a precursor of 
Jeremy Taylor. He revolts somewhat at the idea 
of Adam’s sin being so serious as to be an adequate 
cause of the condemnation of mankind. Appetite, 
he teaches, is natural and innocent, and the con- 
flict between sense and reason is characteristic of 
man as God made him. If it be said that we 
sinned in Adam, ‘sin’ is used in an improper 
sense. For these and other particular views con- 
cerning original sin Abelard was censured by 
Bernard. 

The Scholastic doctrine of original sin, more 
especially in the form which it received from 
.^uinas, became at the Council of Trent the 
official teaching of the Church of Rome. The 
decrees of that Council affirm that the Fall caused 
loss of original righteousness, infection of body 
and soul, thraldom to the devil, and liability to 
the wrath of God ; that such original sin is trans- 
mitted by generation, not by imitation ; that all 
which has the proper nature of sin, and all guilt of 
original sin, is removed in baptism ; that con- 
cupiscence remains after baptism, but this, though 
called ‘ sin ’ by St, Paul, is not sin truly, but only 
metonymically. 

The Anglican Article diverges from this doctrine 
in asserting that man is ‘far gone from original 
righteousness,’ and in apparently, though not ex- 
lioitly, sanctioning the Pauline usage of ‘sin ’ to 
escribe concupiscence. In all other essential 
points it is in agreement with the doctrine of the 
Roman Chttrch. 

The various Protestant denominations which 
formulated their doctrine as to original sin in the 
16th cent, inclined rather to the elements in 
Augustinianism which the Schoolmen rejected. 
It will not be necessary here to enter into points 
of difference between the Lutheran, Calvinist, 
and other symbols. Roughly speaking, these 
agree in asserting the depravity or human nature 
to be total, using the strongest and most ex- 
travagant language to describe the fallen state; 
and in explicitly affirming concupiscence to be of 
the nature of sin. The rest of their positive 
teaching, in so far as the broader and more im- 
portant issues are concerned, is similar to that of 
the Roman and Anglican Churches. 

5 . The doctrine from the i 6 th to the 19 th 
century. — ^The chief point of interest in theological 
thought concerning original sin since the detailed 
formulation given to the doctrine in the 16th cent, 
consists in the signs which have appeared from 
time to time of dissatisfaction with some element 
of its contents. One or two of the more important 
of these witnesses m^ be briefly alluded to here. 

In the 17th cent. Jeremy Taylor, in his Unum 
Necessarium, or the Doctrine and Practice of Re- 
pentance, chs. vi. and vii., protests strongly against 
the extremer forms which this doctrine had taken. 
The sin of Adam, he argued, neither made us 
heirs of damnation nor rendered us naturally and 
necessarily vicious. He spumed the idea that 
nnbaptized infants are damned, as inconsistent 
with the goodness of God ; denied that the loss, at 
the Fall, of Adam’s graces, in so far as they were 
indispensable to rectitude, was a punishment of 
mankind, on the ground that such a belief detracts 
from the divine justice ; and rejected the teaching 
that the Fall introduced an inheritance of total 
depravity, as well as various methods by which 
the mediation of this depravity had been stated to 


be effected. Original sin, Taylor held, is not an 
inherent evil, not ‘sin’ at all in the strict, but 
only in a metonymical, sense ; i.e., it is the effect 
of one sin and the cause of many — a stain rather 
than sin. It consists in loss of supernatural 
endowments (as to the nature of which Scripture 
gives no information) and in an aggravation of 
our natural concupiscence. 

/S'. T. Coleridge (Aids to Reflection, ‘Aphorisms 
on Spiritual Religion,’ x.) endorses Jeremy 
Taylors protests, but criticizes the alternative 
interpretation of original sin which he offered. 
The assertion that to man, since the Fall, obedi- 
ence was possible, though incomparably more 
difficult, he regards as inconsistent with the ad- 
mission that sin is universal ; hence Taylor has 
not succeeded in vindicating the divine justice, i.e. 
in explaining why the unoffending sons of Adam 
were sentenced to be bom with so fearful a dis- 
proportion of their powers to their duties. The 
difficulty of reconciling the traditional doctrine of 
original sin with theodicy was thus beginning to 
be felt, and Coleridge himself can find relief from 
it only by adopting the view, opposed to Taylor’s, 
that original sin is traly sin, i.e. personal or 
volitions. In order to advocate this view, he 
relies on the teaching of Kant (see below), but 
introduces a further obscurity into it by substi- 
tuting for its individualism the notion that the 
Fall was the collective voluntary deed of humanity. 
Assuming that original sin is a fact, recognized b^ 

! all religions, he indeed also, like Kant, asserts it 
to be a mystery for ever inscrutable. Biit, again 
j folloiring Kant, he teaches that moral evil can 
i have its seat in the will alone. Original sin must 
therefore be the ground of evil in the ivill. It is 
a consequence, but not an effect, of Adam’s sin. 
The first evil will in time is selected as ‘the 
diagram,’ and Adam means the race rather than 
the individual. The resort by Coleridge to con- 
ceptions so obscure, in order to escape the moral 
difficulties which the problem of original sin, as 
apprehended down to his time, presented, is a 
witness to the intractability of the problem as it 
had as yet been stated. 

Another witness, even more interesting and 
striking, is supplied by the work of Julius Muller 
(The Christian Doctrine of Sin, 2 vols., tr. W. 
Urwick, Edinburgh, 1877-85), which conteins a 
more exhaustive and able treatment of the the- 
ology of sin than had previously been written. 
Muller was led, perhaps^ reluctantly, to find the 
Augustinian, or any similar ecclesiwtical, theory 
insufficient to solve the great antithesis which 
Kant had emphasized, between individual re- 
sponsibility for sin and the fact that sin seems 
inborn and prior to sinful action. He therefore 
supplements it by resorting to a view which is 
apparently intermediate between Kant’s theory of 
the timeless origin of sin and Origen’s theory of an 
ante-natal origin. He postulates an indmdual 
fall, which he calls extra-temporal, but which is 
nevertheless prior to birth. This would seem W 
him to be the only possible solution — a last report. 
That Kant, Coleridge, and Muller should all be 
driven in the same direction bespeaks that a solu- 
tion of the problem was perhaps impossible, from 
their presuppositions, along any other lines; ana 
yet all these thinkers, avowedly or not, only 
banish the problem to the realm of mystery. 
Muller’s fundamental assumption is that there is 
in us alre^y when moral consciousness daiiTis an 
abiding ‘root of sin,’ so that sin does not then 
originate in ns, but rather ‘steps forth. 

Kant, he also endeavours to see the source ot sm 
in the will abstracted from the appetitive mctom 
of human nature. It will later be i^rfmed that n, 
is in virtue of these two assumptions, both Jaise, 
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that Muller’s and similar attempts to explain the 
origin and universality of sin necessarily fail, and 
that with their abandonment satisfactory explana- 
tion is for the first time rendered possible. 

II. Tbe problem of original sin in 
PHILOSOPHY. — Modem philosophy first attacked 
the problem of evil in independence of ecclesi- 
astical doctrine when Spinoza unfolded his pan- 
theistic system. It is true that, in so far as ho 
taught that evil is of negative character (privation 
or defect), Spinoza was in agreement with many 
of the Fathers, notably Augustine, who had 
adopted this view from ancient Greek philosophy 
and the Neo-Platonists, and had endeavoured to 
assimilate it with phristion theolo^. But 
Spinoza, in virtue of his intellectualism, identified 
evil with defect of knowledge, and, in virtue of 
his pantheism, with non-bmng. Evil, for him, 
was mere appearance, and the conception of it, he 
affirms, would be impossible if we saw things sub 
specid mtemitatis. For Spinoza, then, inquiry 
into the problem of the origin of sin was super- 
iinoQB. 

Leibniz distinguished ‘moral’ evil from ‘meta- 
physical ’ evil, or the necessary imperfection of all 
things finite. The latter alone he held to be 
necessary, and he did not regard it as the source 
of sin. But it is only lack of self-consistency that 
prevents Leibniz from denying, like Spinoza, that 
evil is real. Nor is it easy to find a place in 
Leibniz’s philosophical system for the orthodox 
doctrine of original sin. He adopted this doctrine 
in a form similar to that developed by Tertullian, 
and regarded all souls as existing (germinally) in 
that of Adam. If he had been consistent, be 
would have been compelled to identify original sin 
with the imperfection of human nature as it was 
created. 

The doctrine of original sin received its most 
serious treatment, at the hands of philosophy, 
from Kant, who, while rejecting Augustinianism, 
developed a remarkable theory of ‘ radical badness.’ 
Kant set out from the Christian view that the 
ultimate seat of sin is in the will alone, and, 
taking this premiss more seriously than the 
Fathers of the Church had done, was compelled 
(like Origen iu his earlier ye.ars) ^ seek for a 
purely individualistic explanation of inborn sinful- 
ness. His overlooking of the fact that the will 
does not work tn vacuo, or in abstraction from 
appetitive elements common to all mankind in 
virtue of heredity, led him both to exaggerate the 
volitional factor in sinful activity and to ignore 
the real solidarity of the race. 

Another presupposition of Kant’s doctrine of 
moral evil is the dualism of the phenomenal and 
the noumenal in man, which is a consequence of 
his general theory of knowledge. Sin, he tenches, 
is brought about when a man adopts the impulses 
of sense rather than the dictates of his reason into 
the ‘ maxims,’ or subjective ruling principle, 
which his will appoints to itself for the exercise 
of its freedom. The subjective condition of the 
possibility of adopting evil maxims, however, is 
Avhat especially needs to be accounted for. This 
cannot be due to any determining aot in time ; for 
the temporal, empirical world, according to Kant, 
is governed by necessity, whereas necessary moral 
evil is a contradiction in terma It is therefore an 
innate propensity, in force before free activity is 
(sensibly) experienced. Its origin must be in our 
freedom — ebe it could not bo called evil ; and it 
must belong to the noumenal sphere, i.c. must be 
a timeless, ‘intelligible,’ act, which cannot be 
traced further without indefinite regress, and 
which, in the last resort, is quite inscrutable. 

The ‘intelligible act’ and the division of man 
into the phenomenal and the noumenal are in 


themselves obscure conceptions, Avhich, Avhen 
worked out in the subsequent development of the 
Kantian teachipg, proved futile. And other diffi- 
culties inhere in his doctrine of radical evil. In 
the first place, the evil maxim is one of those 
pieces of ingenious mental machinery of which 
Kant was so surpassingly inventive. It has no 
meaning for actual experience, and is superfluous. 
Further, it is difficult to conceive how the super- 
sensible essence of man Avhich gives him the cate- 
gorical imperative could also give him the evil 
maxim. Similar difficulties might be multiplied ; 
but it will be more profitable to inquire why it is 
that Kant’s investigation of the origin of sin avows 
that it leads only to inscrutable mysterj'. 

It is surprising that Kant should set out from 
the statement that sinfulness is absolutely imi- 
versal among mankind, as if this were an a priori 
principle, Avnereas the universality of sin is but 
an empirical generalization — and not an exception- 
less one — unless original sin be first proved on 
independent grounds to be a fact. The one side 
of the antithesis which it is his intention to resolve 
is therefore not an absolute or necessary tnitli, but 
an approximate generalization based on necessarily 
inadequate knowledge ; it does not therefore re- 
quire for its adequate explanation, as Kant seems 
to assume, to be derived with logical necessity 
from an universal or a priori principle. Kante 
quest in supersensible realms is, in fact, from the 
outset unnecessary. That he failed to take the 
right road saves us from concluding the non-exist- 
ence of the goal that he never reached. 

Again, that there is an evil bias (in Kant’s sense 
of the word ‘ evil ’) in us at birth is by no means 
an unchallengeable premiss. Kant must call our 
propensity evil if ho is to enjoy the right to call it 
olamable; but ho merely assumes — after the 
manner of uncritical common sense — that it is 
morally blamable, in order to deduce its volitional 
character. This is to argue the wrong way round. 
The propensities inborn in human nature are now 
known to be existent before will has emerged into 
actuality, much more before will is capable of 
moral choice. If Ave do not assume volition to 
exist until Ave empirically find it, and impute guilt 
only AA’here Ave see volition, Ave avoid the necessity 
for resort to the supersensible ; for the possibilities 
of the phenomenal have pot been exhausted. Such 
are the radical errors in Kant’s procedure. He 
assumes that conduct beloAv the standard of moral 
erfection is blamable or guilty ; conseguently he 
as to prove such conduct to be A-olitional. To 
make it volitional he has to assume volition Avhere 
experience tells us there is none, and morally evil 
propensity Avhere as yet there cannot be any. Julius 
Muller arrived practically at the same negative 
result ns Kant, because he too set out from some of 
the same presuppositions. 

Hegel is another of the greater philosophers AA’ho 
have devoted considerable attention to tlie subject 
of original sin, though his references to it are 
scattered, and perhaps someAvhat desultory. He 
regards the natural (unmornlized) state as in- 
herently evil, because not morally good, or some- 
thing AA-hich ‘ ought not to be ’ ; and it is thus that 
he interprets the Christian doctrine of original sin 
Original sin, in fact, is a defect of nature, and 
simply expresses the truth that the natural man 
is at first only potentially good. Of course, the 
Christian doctrine means much more than this ; 
otherAvise it Avould be Avell to substitute for ‘original 
sin’ some other name, wholly nnsuggestii^ of 
strictly moral implications, and to declare roundly 
that ‘ original sin ’ is not sin. 

_ Schleiermachcr’s tendency, in spirit though not 
in letten is in this direction. He retains the term 
Lrbsundc not at al^ in the old sense of inherited 
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corruption, but as simply expressing the universal 
sense of the need of redemption, or the influence 
on the individual of the actual sin of the human 
environment. Schleiermacher, practically for the 
first time since Pelagius, shifts the emphasis from 

S sical to what is now called social heredity. 

I guilt of what he calls original sin attaches to 
an individual only in respect of his membership of 
a guilty race, andhis making the common sinfulness 
his own. But this is merely to blur the line be- 
tween inherited disposition and acquired habit. 

Ritschl regarded Sohleiermaeher’s treatment of 
original sin as sophistical. But he himself seems 
to have considered the social heredity of evil influ- 
ences sufficient to take the place of physically 
inherited disharmony of nature as an explanation 
of the universality of sinfulness. And, indeed, 
several more recent attempts to explain and justify 
the doctrine of original sin revem the same ten- 
dency. Social interaction, however, is insufficient 
to account for the general prevalence of moral eidl. 
Something universally and unconditionally present 
in human nature is called for. Bitschl hints at 
this condition of practically universal sinfulness 
when he teaches that evil springs out of the merely 
natural impulses. But he made no attempt to lay 
the foundations of a psychologically accurate theory 
of sin, and, while recognizing the relevance of moral 
development to the question, ignores factors other 
than ignorance in his account of the origin and 
growth of sin. 

It will appear from this brief sketch of the chief 
contributions from philosophy to the discussion of 
original sin that tne ecclesiastical doctrine has 
received no support therefrom. It has not infre- 
quently been repudiated by philosophers on account 
of inherent difficulties, ana, when the conception 
has been retained, it has practically always been 
so completely transformed as scarcely to persist, 
except in name. 

III. Orioisal sin in relation to recent 

TBOUGHT; CRITICISil AND RECONSTRUCTION.— ■ 
Until quite recently the doctrine of original sin, 
in its traditional form, received almost unques- 
tioned acknowledgment within the Church. Poets 
and men of the world have frequently voiced their 
agreement with theologians as to its truth. This 
is largely because original sin has been confounded 
with the general tendency of mankind towards 
actual sin, and a hypothetical cause of the univer- 
sality of sin has been mistaken for the observed 
manifestations of sinful volition. Original sin is 
not a fact, however, but an inference, an alleged, 
conjectural, explanation of the facts. At the same 
time, there has seldom been wanting evidence of 
dissatisfaction with the theory in individuals here 
and there; and this recurrent dissatisfaction has 
been occasioned by the violence offered to the 
moral consciousness when called upon to attribute 
guilt to that for which the individual person is not 
responsible, or to reconcile the divine entailment 
of hereditary loss of moral endowments, or acquisi- 
tion of spiritual fetters, with the divine justice. 

At the present day, however, not only is original 
sin recomized not to be of the nature of observed 
fact, and sometimes felt to be an oppressive doc- 
trine, but the various foundations on which it was 
supposed to be securely based have been severally 
called in question. It is seen to have no basis in 
Scripture save in an incidental analogy dpaAvn by 
St. Paul, and it is knoivn that he derived his 
conception of Adam and the Fall from free Jewish 
speculation. It is recognized that the doctrine of 
the unfallen state of man — the necessary presup- 
position of a doctrine of original sin occasioned by 
a ‘ fall ’ — is equally unscriptural, and due partly to 
the fancies of Jewish Haggadists and partly to 
erroneous Patristic exegesis. But more than this : 


evolutionary anthropological science has rendered 
belief in a primitive state of simple moral rectitude, 
and a general ‘ fall ’ therefrom, almost impossible ; 
psychology and biology make acceptance of the 
idea that human nature could be deranged by an 
act of sin, or that such an effect, if caused, could 
be propagated by physical heredity, extremely 
difficult ; and these sciences, raided by the theory 
of evolution, are able to sup^y an explanation of 
the presence in man of appetite and impulse which 
prompt the will to sin, and so remove ml necessity 
to invoke a catastrophic fall in order to account 
for the world-wide prevalence of sin. Genetic 
psychology, once more, has established that man 
is (necessarily and normally) an impulsive before 
he is a volitional animal, and a volitional before 
he is a moral agent, and so furnishes knowledge 
which makes superfluous all conjectures as to ‘a 
root of sin ’in us at birth, or an innate sinful- 
ness which, when moral consciousness awakes, 
‘ steps forth.’ 

Thus modem science has supplied ideas and facts 
which suggest not only the manifold erroneousness 
of the traditional doctrine of original sin, but also 
the lines along which may be sought a substitute 
for the old conception, equally capable of explain- 
ing the facts which the idea of original sin was 
fashioned to explain, while free from its scienUfic, 
psychological, and ethical deficiencies. If Clirist- 
lan theology is to adhere consistently to the 
doctrine that sin proper is always volitional and 
intentional activity — and this is fundamental for 
Christian theology and ethics — then it must unre- 
servedly allow that sin proper cannot be inherited. 
It roust repudiate the correlation of guilt with 
original sin, and must admit that in adhering to 
the phrase ‘ original sin ’ it uses ‘sin ’ in a metonym- 
ical sense; ‘original sin’ must mean merely the 
solicitations of the lower nature, conceived of pro- 
leptically as sin because they constitute its poten- 
tiality. It must further recognize that these solicita- 
tions do not imply withdrawal of any supernatural 
graces by which they were replaced or coerced, or 
any dislocation or corruption of human nature ; 
that they are necessarily and normally inherent 
in that nature as such, in virtue of our animal 
ancestry ; that they are ‘ stock tendencies,’ morally 
neutral in respect of the good or the evil which the 
will may make out of them, and non-moral in virtue 
of their necessary presence and their non-volitional 
character at birth ; that they are what the. School* 
men caUei femes peccati, not sinful in themselvM. 
What is original cannot be sin, and sin cannot be 
original. Yet it is precisely these neutral and non- 
moral conative elements, fixed by heredity m the 
human species without exception, that account for 
racial soudarity in sinfulness. It is they that are 
original, innate, and universal. Augustine sub- 
stituted for them, in order to account for the un^ 
versality of sinfulness, a corruption of nature rad 
a fictitious sinning of each individual in, or with, 
Adam ; Kant and Muller, overlooking their non- 
morality, saw in them signs of a mysterioim root 
of sin present before birth, and so were 
abandon race-solidarity for individualism. But 
the view just indicated preseiwes the fact of racial 
solidarity while leaving room for the individual 
responsibility and guilt. Empirical science thus 
succeeds where a priori methods failed, and mves 
a natural explanation of the origin of sin where 
previous methods merely led to inscrutable mystery. 
And this view, in accounting for the on^ or sin 
in both the race and the individual, explains the 

g raotical universality of sinfulness. For the m- 
erited appetitive propensities, natural and neces- 
sary for tne animal life of our non-human ancestry, 
are entrenched in every one of us before the moral 
consciousness daivns, and require incessant coercion 
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and voluntary direction throughout life. Here is 
the precondition of human morality, which is not 
provided by volition and conscience alone; and 
also the explanation of the familiar fact that, 
among human beings who have attained to complex 
moral life, none has absolutely avoided moral 
failure at some time and in some degree. Sx uno 
omnes. 

Thus may be reconstructed the doctrine of 
original sin, its errors being discarded, and the 
vital truth which it sought to express being 
retained. If the reconstruction be sound, it will 
appear that there was more aimed at in the old 
ecclesiastical theory than can possibly be re-stated 
in terms of social heredity alone. From the time 
of Schleiermacher various attempts have been 
made to explain the universality and the propaga- 
tion of sin in terms of the influence, after tlie dawn 
of moral consciousness in the indiridual, of the 
social environment. The most recent, and perhaps 
the most interesting, is that of J. Royce (T/ie 
Problem of Christianity, i.,_ Ne_w York, 1913). 
Original sin is exalted by him into one of the 
fundamental doctrines or Christianity, and he 
uses the phrase to denote a moral burden from 
which the individual can never be saved apart from 
tile Church. The moral self, Royce affirms, is 
bred through social conflict. The community 
relieves the first tension between individuals by 
its codes, thus evoking and educating moral con- 
scionsness and at the same time creating new 
tensions, and heightening self-will, which perhaps 
obeys, but with internal revolt. Cultivation 
breeds at the same time civilized conduct and con- 
scious independence. Thus conscience is a product 
of spiritual warfare, and our knowledge of good 
and evil is inevitably tainted by its on^n. The 
‘divided self’ produced by social life in every 
individual is what should be meant by ‘original 
sin’; it is a human necessity, inhering in the 
conditions of the development of self-conscious- 


Such emphasis on the influence of social life and 
the social conditions of moral consciousness is 
called for in any complete account of sin. But it 
needs to be supplemented by insistence on the 
factors derived through physical heredity, and 
which until lately Christian theology, from lack of 
the requisite empirical knowledge, was not in a 
position accurately to describe. 

LiTBRAtOTiE.— For blstoiy of Jewish and Patristic doctrine, 
F. R. Tennant, The Sources of the Doctrines of the Fall and 
Original Sin, Cambridge, 1B03 ; R. RUetschl, Geseh.und Kritik 
tier kirchl. Lehre eon der ursprilngL Vollkoinmenhext und vom 
Silndenfall, Leyden, 1S81 ; J. Turmel, RHLR vl.[imy. Full 
references to originttl literature will be found In the first and 
last of these writings. For recent thought, oritlca! and recon- 


and Propanation of Sxn^^ CambridM, 1000 ; J. urr, os a 
Problem of To-day, London, 1910 ; F. J. Hall, EvohUiori and 
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ORISSA (OrisB, Skr. Odra-defia, ‘the land of 
the Odra race’).— i. Name jmd statistics.— The 
meaning of the term Odra is disputed. It is 
popularly derived from Skr. odra, the Chinese 
rose, which grows in its jungles ; Lassen believes 
that the word means ‘north country'; modem 
Hindus explain it as ‘ land of filth,’ in allusion to 
the low estimation in which the country is held by 
Sanskrit witers and the modem belief in the 
stupidity of its people. Orissa is a division now 
forming part of the province of Bihfir and Orissa, 
the result of changes of administrative areas which 
camo into effect in 1912. Its area is now 8,238 sq. 
miles, and its population 4,188,109. Of this popu- 
lation 4,059,744 (96-93 per cent) are Hindus; 
113,708 (2-72 per cent) Muhammadans ; 6145 (-12 


per cent) Christians ; 8770 (-21 per cent) animists ; 
434 (-1 per cent) Buddhists ; with 308 whose religion 
was not described. As nsual, the majority of the 
animists seem to have been recorded as Hindus. 
The Hindu population is predominant in the 
alluvial tract between the sea and the Cbota 
NaCTur plateau ; the animists are mostly found in 
the hilly inland region. 

2 . Language. — The lanmage of Orissa is known 
as priya, Odri, or Utk.-ili, the last term being 
derivea from an old name of the division, Utkala- 
de5a, ‘ the glorious country,’ or ‘ the outlying strip,’ 
in reference to the Ganges valley. It is spoken by 
95-p6 per cent of the population. The earliest 
written example of it is found in an inscription of 
the 13th century A.D. 

‘ Oriya ig handicapped by possessing an excessively awkward 
and cumbrous written character. This character is, fn its basis, 
the same as DCva-nSpari (the script In which Hindi is written), 
but it Is written by the local scribes with a stylus on a talipot 
palm leaf. The scratches are themselves legible, but In order 
to make them more plain, ink Is rubbed over the surface of the 
leaf and fills up the furrows which form the letters. The palm 
leaf is exceptionally fragile, and any scratch in the direction of 
the grain tends to make it imlit. As a lino of writing on a ong 
narrow leaf is necessarily in the direction of the grain, this 
peculiarity prohibits the use of the etraight top line which Isa 
distinguishing peculiarity of the DSva-nagari character. For 
this, the Opyil scribe is compelled to substitute a scries o( 
curves, which almost surround each letter. It requires remark- 
ably good eyes to read an Ofiyi printed book, for the exigencies 
of the printing press compel the Ijme to be small, and the greater 
part of each letter Is this curve, which is the same In nearly ail, 
while thereat soul of the character, by which one Is distinguished 
from another, is hidden in the centre, and is so minute, that it is 
often difficult to see. At first glance, an Opy& book seems to 
bo all curves, and It takes a second look to notice that there Is 
something inside each.’ Opya Is sometimes called a dialect of 
Beng&Ii, but this is incorrect. ‘ It is a sister, not a daughter, 
and the mutual points of resemblance are due to the fact that 
they have a common origin in the ancient M&gadha Apabh- 
raqiia'(0. A. Grierson, Census of /ndia, 1001, vol. L, ‘India,’ 
pt. 1. p. 816 ff., vol. vi., • Bengal, ^t. 1. p. 821). 

3 - Religious history.— The earliest inhabitants 
were non- Aryan tribes like the Kandhs (g.v.) and 
Savaras. At the dawn of history Orissa formed 
part of the kingdom of Kalinga, which stretched 
from the mouths of the Ganges (g.v.) to those of the 
Godavari (g.v.). On tlie early history see J. 
Beames, /Hi. [1871]74ff. 

(a) The Buddhist period, — In the early Bnddhist 
period it was invaded by the Yavanas, a tribe 
whose history is obscure. This name is often ap- 
plied to the Ionian Greeks, and Hunter tries to 
prove that they were Grieco-Bactrians. But in 
Orissa the word probably means no more than that 
they were, from the Hindu point of view, forei^ 
barbarians. They entered (Irissa from the north- 
west and probably brought Buddhism with them 
(J. Fergusson and J. Burgess, The Cave Temples of 
India, p. 60 f. ; W. W. Hunter, Orissa, i. 207 fT.). 
In 261 B.c. the country was conquered by Aioka 
(g.v.), and one of his edict pillars is found at Dhanll 
about seven miles south of Blmvanesvar in the 
Purl District (V. A. Smith, Asolta, the Buddhist 
Emperor of India?, Oxford, 1909, pp, 131, 179 ff,). 
Buddhism remained the religion of the land, and 
the tooth relic was honoured tliere, intermittingly 
it may be by the kings, but certainly by the 
people, down to A.D. 322, when it was removed to 
Ceylon. Buddhism survived in an attenuated 
form under the lost Yavana kings (328-474), when 
it was finally abolished by the Keiari dynasty. 
The extensive scries of Buddhist caves has been 
fully described by Fergusson-Burgess (p. 65 ff. ; of. 
Hunter, i. 180 flf.). Amongthose at tlcTayagiri and 
Khandagiri the finest is the RfinI ka Ntir, or 
Queen’s Palace, which is inferior to the great 
vih&ras of W. India, and owes its interest more to 
sculpture than to architecture. It was excavated 
in the 1st centuiy A.D. The Buddhist pilgrim, 
Hiuen Tsiang (Yuan Chwang; A.D. 629-645), 
visited Orissa. He calls the country U-cha, t.c. 
Odra. 
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‘ The people nre uncivilised, toll of stature, and of a yellowish 

blnok complexion. Their words and I'. ; ^ 

differ from Central India. They love ' • . ■ 

selves to it without intermission. JIc < ' . ' . ’ , . 

law of Buddha. There are some hundred safigharamas [monas- 
teries], with 10,000 priests. They all study the Great Vehicle. 
There are 60 DSva [Hindu] temples in which sectaries of all 
sorts make their abodes. The stupas, to the number of ten 
or BO, point out spots where Buddha preached. They were 
all founded by ASoka-rSJa’ (S. Beal, Buddhist Records of the 
fyestem World, London, 18S4, ii. 204 f.). 

Buddhism has now practically disappeared, the 
only survivors of this faith being a small colony in 
the Baramha State, among a caste known as 
Sar5k, a term derived from Skr. iravaka, ‘a 
hearer,’ used by the Buddhists to designate the 
second class of monks, who mainly occupied 
monasteries, as distinguished from the Arhans, 
the highest class, who lived solitary lives as 
hermits, and the lowest class, the Bhiksus, or 
mendicants, who supported themselves by begging 
{Census of India, 1901, vol. vi., ‘ Bengal,’ pt. r. p. 
427 f.). The Vai§nava cultus at JagannSth {q.v!) 
preserves clear survivals of Buddhism, and the 
same origin is attributed to the cult of Dharma 
which is current among Pods, Dorns, and other 
menial castes (i6. i. 157, 201). 

(h) iSaivism. — On the downfell of Buddhism as 
the State religion, the cult of Siva was established 
by the Kelari, ‘ the long-haired ’ or ‘ lion ’ dynasty, 
at Bhuvanesvar about A.D. 600. This sacred city 
was builbbetween that date and 657, and the cult- 
titles of Siva established there were Mahe4vara or 
MahSdeva, ‘the great lord,’ Bhuvanelvara, ‘lord 
of the earth,’ Branmelvara, ‘lord of lords.’ From 
this period dates the introduction of the Brahmans. 
The KeSari dynasty is said to have imported 
10,000 Brahmans from Oudh, and to have settled 
them at Jajpur on the sacred river Vaitarani. 
Jajpur is now desolate, having been destroyed by 
the Muhammadans, but an annual fair is still held 
in honour of the sacred river, and the site contains 
some fine images of IndranI, consort of Indra, lord 
of the atmosphere, and of VaraliinI, consort of 
Varaha, the boar incarnation of Visnu— immense 
monoliths dragged by an enormous expenditure of 
labour from the mountains of the Tributary 
States 100 miles distant (Hunter, i. 238 f., 265 f., 
267, ii. App. 67). 

(c) Vaimavism. — On the downfall of the Ketari 
dynasty, which favoured the cult of Siva, they 
were succeeded by the Chor Ganga dynasty of 
Kalinganagar. The latter were devoted Vaisnavas, 
and under their auspices were erected the famous 
temple of Jagannath at Puri and the Black Pagoda, 
built by Languliya Narasimha in A.D. 1238 at 
Konarak, a title meaning ‘ the arka (sun-god) at 
Kona’ {IGI xv. 391 f.). Sun-worship also appears 
at Jajpur and other places, and the cult of lire at 
Santiivara, ‘lord of peace,’ at the temple near 
Jajpur (Hunter, i. 286). 

4 - Hinduism, its present position. — Orissa is thus 
one of the most distinctively Hindu regions in 
India. The Brahman community is numerous and 
influential. At Puri they are divided into two 
classes, Vaidik and Laukika. The Vaidiks, or 

E riests learned in the Veda, are said to be descended 
:om immigrants from the Ganges valley, who ap- 
peared in the 12th century A.D, They are divided 
into two groups ; the Kulina, who are notorious 
for their exaggerated polygamy, and the Srotiya, 
or those learned in the scriptures. The second 
class, the Laukika, or ‘ worldly,’ are supposed to 
represent the original Aryan settlers (Himter, ii. 
App. i. 7, App. ii. 37 ff.). 

S. Animism. — The animism of Orissa presents 
no distinctive features, and it has been already i 
described (artt. Bengal, Dravidians [North : 
India], Kandh). The village godlings nre, as a | 
rule, feminine, and are known by the titles of | 


Gramdevati or Thakurani. Each village has one oi 
its oivn, and their status was officially recognized 
in the first regular land settlement, when a piece 
of land was left unassessed to provide for their 
worship [Census of India, 1901, vol. vi., ‘Bengal.’ 
pt. i. p. 260, note). 

6. Islam and Christianity.— Neither Islam nor 
Christianity has as yet attained much success in 
the priest-ridden area. 

‘The missionaries have been the pioneers of popular educa- 
tion in Orissa, as indeed everywhere throughout Bengal. Their 
labours date ’ from 1822 ; ‘ and during this period they have not 
only made a small population of converts, but they have, by 
schools and printing-presses. Introduced a new culture and a 
new literature into the District Capitals of Cattack and Balasor. 
The Cattaok Mission has chiefly received its pastors from the 
Baptists of Derbyshire and Nottingham.’ During recent 
famines they have supported a large number of orphans, whom 
they have trained to agriculture. Other missionary bodies are 
the American Free mil Baptists and the Roman Catholics 
(Hunter, ii. 141 ff.). 

Literatubk. — I(SI xlx. 248 ff.: W. W. Hunter, Ortssa, 
London, 1872 ; RajendralfUa Mltra, Antiquities cf Orissa, 
Calcutta, 1876-80; A. Sterling, Orissa, London, 1846; J. 
Fcrgusson and J. Burgess, The Cave Temples of India, London, 
1880; E. A. Gait, Census of India, 1901, vol. vi,, ‘Bengal,’ 
1911, vol. 1., ‘India’; L. S. S. O’Malley, Census o//ndia, 1911, 
vol. V., ‘Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, and Sikkim.’ 

W, Crooke. 

ORMAZD. — Ormazd is the Parsi form of the 
name of the highest god of MazdfBism, the principle 
of good opposed to Ahriman [q.v. ), the lord of the 
bad creation. This form, which has become the 
current one for non-specialists, is an adulteration 
of Pahlavi Auharmazdj coming from Avestan 
Persian Auramazda, while, in the oldest portion 
of the Avesta, the name is not yet felt as a com- 
pound and is generally Mazd5h or Mazdah Ahura. 
Ahura is a title riven not only to Mazdah but 
occasionally to Mithra [Yt, x. 25, 69) and to Apflm 
Napat (Kf, ii. 6, i. 6, Ixv. 12). It is, however, 
given with a special persistence to Mazdah, and 
Ahura employed xar i^oxiji' without further de- 
termination is always the supreme god, Mazdah, 
as, in India, the great Asura is Varuna. In India 
the word asura, the equivalent of Ahura, is used 
for a deity in general and more especially for a god 
or a spirit endowed with a mysterious power 
(maya). As for Mazdah, it is the Iranian form of 
Skr. medhas, ‘science.’ Etymolorically, Ahura 
Mazdah is thus ‘the knowing one,’ * the omniscient,’ 
or ‘ the wise Ahura,’ a title sometimes given in the 
Vedas to Varuna (Rigveda, I. xxiv. 14 : asura 


oracheta). 

In the fully developed Mazdsean system of the 
Sasanian period Ormazd is the real god, being 
lalled in Pahlavi books ‘ the being par excellence, 
the One who was, who is, and who_ shall be, the 
pure intangible spirit, the spirit of spirits.’ * He is 
imniscient and omnipotent, perfectly good,_benefi- 
lent to all, benevolent and merciful. Being the 
spirit of light and of wisdom, he foresees the end 
of his struggle with Ahriman. The latter, on the 
jontrary, being the spirit of darkness and ignorance, 
possesses only a knowledge of past events. He w 
rather a negative being, having the reverse of all 
the qualities possessed by Ormazd. He is the 
venerator of all evil and evil beings which^ are 
opposed to Orniazd’s creatures. Though he is to 
he finally conquered by Ormazd, he is no emanation 
From him and nis being is the limitation of Ormazd, 
who, as an unavoidable consequence of dualist 
orinciples, cannot possess infinity. The Bunda- 
\ishn tries to explain the rather curious relation 
in which the one stands to the other : 

•Both spirits are limited and unlimited, for this supreme 
iffht is called infinite and there is a void between the two ana 
hus the one la not contiguous to the otlier, and, secondly, bom 
he spirits nre limited as to their bodies’ (».e. the partial ex- 

Anatnn nf fhpir oersODftlitv\3 


1 It O. Caeartelli, La Philosophic religieuse du Masdiisms 
sous les Sassanides, vil. 5 27. 
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Consequently, Ormazd has an aspect and a resi- 
dence diflerent from Ahriman’s. He dwells in the 
eternal and endless light, while Ahriman lies in 
darkness so thick that the hand can grasp it. 

The intricacies and the mass of contradictions 
into which dualism leadsin its ultimate consequences 
have induced the religious philosophers of Sasanian 
times to look for some principle of unity above 
Ormazd and Ahriman. One of these attempts is 
characterized by the famous theory of the bound- 
less time {zervan akarana), which was represented 
as having generated both Ormazd and Ahriman. 
Another school found in fate (bakhi] a primordial 
principle. In spite of those eflbrts, the Mazdman 
theology remained dualistic in form, though the 
very negative nature of Ahriman makes Ormazd 
practically play the part of a monotheistic god (see 
Dualism [Iranian]). 

The exalted conception of God in later Mazdmism, 
as well as the theory of dualism, is traceable to 
the Iranian religion of older times, as we find it 
both in the Avesta and in the Achremenian inscrip- 
tions. 

The GathSs, the oldest and finest portion of 
the sacred book, which very likely date back to 
Zoroaster himself, tell us (Fs. xxx. 3f.) that at the 
beginning of the world two spirits manifested 
themselves, one as the good one, the other as the 
evil one. They created the world animate and in- 
animate. Men have to make their choice between 
those spirits, and the wise know how to choose ; ' 
not so the fools. At the end of things the fonner 
will triumph with the victory of the good spirit, j 
MozdSh Ahura is for Zoroaster the god of the | 
supreme law, the law of justice and tnith (asha), 1 
who wants men to folloAV his path, practising good j 
words, good thoughts, good deeds, rejecting the i 
works or the mendacious spirit (drui) so_ that they 
can reach the kingdom (xshalhra) of blessings (add), 
which is the reward (ishti) of the just in this life 
and after. Mazdfih is spoken of in the most exalted 
t^Trns • 

‘ This I ask thee, tell me It In truth, O Lord, Who was the 
flrst originator and the father of Bight 7 Who g.avo to the sun 
and the stars their path 7 Who made the moon to wax and to 
wane? All that, O God of Wisdom, I wish to know and other 
things, O Lord 1 >Vho gave a fundament to the earth and to 
the clouds, so that they would not fall? Who created water 
and plants! Who gave swiftness to clouds and wind? Who is 
the creator of the Good Spirit (Spenta llalnyu)! . . . O Lord, 

I ask thee, tell me in truth. Who is the artist who made light 
and darkness? Who Is the artist who made sleep and watch? 
Who made morning, mid-day and night, that reminds the wise 
of their duties?'! . , 

He is thus the asura of marvellous science and 
mysterious power, the knowing one, tlie seeing 
one. He appears in the Gdthds, above all, as the 
omniscient protector of morality. His strong 
personality has no material aspect, though he is 
essentially a god of light. 

Anramazda, the great god of the Persian Great 
Kings, appears witli a very exalted character also 
on the Achtemenian inscriptions. Darius gives 
himself out as an Auramazdman, and_ in the name 
of his god he proclaims the truth of liis statements. 
It is Aurnmazda who made Xerxes a king.’ 
Anramazda is the ‘ great god ^ {mathishta hagandm). 
He is all-powerful by his will (vashna), and it_ is 
he Avho makes the nations into slaves or tributariM 
of Darius.’ He gives the victory in battle. Ho is 
the god who knows all and provides (§ 18) for all. 
He IS the god 'who createa these heavens, who 
created this earth, who created man, who created 
man’s happiness.’* 

Anramazda stands high above the other deities 
mentioned in the insenptions, the aniya hagdha, 
‘minor gods,’ also called ‘gods of the clans.’ _ Two 
gods, however, are spoken of in a more conspicuous 
way, and form irith Anramazda a kind of a triad : 

1 y». xllv. 3-5. 2 Xerx. Pert. c. S 8. 

» Bh. 5 7. * Bar. K.R.A. j 4. 


Mithra, who is in close relation to the snn, and 
Anahita, the goddess of the fertilizing waters. 

Herodotus * does not mention Anramazda. He 
observes that the Persians have no images or 
shrines. They offer sacrifices on the highest peaks 
of the mountains to Zeus, calling the whole vault 
of the sky Zens. They also sacrifice to sun, moon, 
earth, fire, water, and winds. In this the Greek 
historian, though he depicts a situation apparently 
very _ different from what we have in Mazdteism 
and in the Old Persian inscriptions, gives a very 
precious account of the Indo-European elemental 
cult, centring in Dyeus. He gives us thus to 
understand that the old Aryan beliefs had been 
preserved with a remarkable purity by the people 
of Iran. 

Though it would he exaggeration to say, as some 
have said,’ that the gods of the Indo-European 
antheon were indifferent to morality, since we 
nd the Homeric Zeus, e.g., protecting guests, 
faithfulness to oath, etc., we may safely assume 
that there is great contrast between the elemental 
gods of the sky, invoked on account of their might, 
and Ahura Mazd&h, who is essentially the guardian 
of morality. While Dygus as the god of the sky 
is surrounded by gods who embody the forces of 
nature — moon, stars, wind, fire, earth, etc. — Ahura 
Mazd&h in the Zoroastrian system is at the head of 
a certain number of personified moral entities — 
Asha, ‘ justice,’ ‘ truth’ ; Vohu Manah, ‘ good and 
religions_ mind’ ; Xshathra, ‘the reign of the 
good ’ ; Armaiti, ‘ piety,’ ‘ wisdom ' ; Hanrvatfit, 
‘prosperity’; Ameretat, ‘immortality’; Sraosha, 
‘obedience,’ ‘nile,’etc. They are often constituted 
into a gro 
Spentas, ‘ 

The reli_ 

the Aryans, as it is described in the Vedas, shows 
striking similarities to the Iranian one. There 
the cult of the Indo-European elemental deities, 
of the heavenly ones, is at the basis of Vedio 
religion, where the power of the gods and their 
continuous action in and through natural phe- 
nomena provide us with an exuberant mythology, 
but, among the deities, the group of the Aditya 
occupies a very special position and stands emi- 
nently for the maintenance of the moral law, 
reproducing to a great extent the characteristics 
of the religion of Ahura Mazdah. 

Here also there is a triad. Instead of MazdRh, 
Mithra, and An&hita, we find Vamna, Mitra, and 
Aryaman. The lost member of the triad is difler- 
ent; instead of a goddess of fertilizing waters we 
have a beneficent and healing deity, essentially 
helpful to man, and invoked at times (Kigveda, L 
cxii. 9) as the dispenser of beneficent waters. Tlie 
identity of the first two members, on the other 
hand, is hardly questionable. In India as well as 
in Iran the eye of Mitra is the snn, with which he 
is watching over tlie human tribes {ib. in. lix.). 
His activity is expressed by the verb yat, which is 
also used for the payment of debts (in Kigveda, ll. 
ii. 4, he and Varuna are mentioned as the gods 
who make men pay their debts). He is the god of 
contracts and pledges. Those who do not abide 
by their pledged ^vord are sinning against him, 
like the inithrodruj, ‘ breakers of contract’ in Iran 
(Ff. X. 2, 45, etc.). 

The original identity between Varuna and 
Mazdah is also generally accepted. Varuna is the 
most exalted deity of the Veda. As it was tlie 
will of Mazdah that had made Darius a king, it is 
Vanina’s will or command {vmta, dhdman) that 
rules the world. He is the dhftavrata, he whose 
commands arc firm and immutable. His will is 
often identified with the yfa, the aska or aria of 

! 1. lSl-140. 

’ E.g., H. OWcnbeis, Die Eeligion da Veda, p. 284 


up of seven, tlie heptad of the Amesha 

holy immortal ones.’ 

nious situation in the other branch of 
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the Iranians, which is the great law of the world, 
moral and material, the principle of all order, 
causing the sun to rise, rain to fall, rivers to 
flow, fire to come out of the ruhhed sticks 
{ftajan agni), and imposing on man the moral 
obligations of justice, truth, and piety. If man 
be ^ilty of rebellion against the rta, he becomes 
loaded with the chains of Vanina and has to pray 
him to be released from his fetters and obtain the 
freedom of innocence {aditi). 

‘^unahchepa, bound to three pillars, invokes thee, 0 Xditra, 
O Vamija, O king-, release him . , , May our prayer and our 
sacrifice release us from thy wrath, of thee who art the king, 
wise Asura, release us from the chains of the sins which wo 
have committed. May Varupa make loose my chain . . . may 
n’e then follow thy path and go to Aditi.'* 

As Ahura Mazdah is surrounded by a court of 
moral hypostases, so the wise Asura of India is 
the first in a ^oup of ^rsonified religious abstrac- 
tions — the Adityas. Their number is not quite 
fixed, but in its oldest form the group was a 
heptad as in Iran, and in both countries the seven- 
number appears to be a ready-made frame into 
which entities have been introduced out of a 
larger number, so as to fill up a group previously 
put at seven. In India, among those abstractions 
we find Bhaga, 'good lot,' Aihsa, ‘the share,' 
Daksha, * ability,’ etc. If they happen not to be 
the same as the Amesha Spentas, it is probably a 
mere chance, because the equivalents of the various 
religious hypostases of Iran are to be found also in 
the Vedic mystic. Not only does fto corre.spond 
to asha, aria, but aramati, ‘piety,’ ‘prayer,’ is 
the equivalent of drmaiti, ‘piety,’ ‘ wisdom,’ 
is the kingdom of Varuna as fehathra Vaiiya is 
the realm of Mazdah, saurvatdti, ‘integrity’ is 
Haurvatat, while the conception of the good mind 
(Vohu Manah), though not found in the Vedas, 
seems to have belonged to the moral vocabulary of 
the ancient Indians, since one of these Vedic priests 
is called Vasumanas, ‘he who possesses good 
mind.' 

The original identity between Mazdah-Mithra 
and the Amesha Spentas, on the one hand, and 
Varuna-Mitra and the Adityas, on the other, can 
thus be established as regards their moral aspect, 
which is by far the most developed and the 
decidedly prominent character of those deities. 
Even in India the physical attributes of those gods 
are in the background, though they are associated 
with light more clearly still than in Iran. Aditya 
in later Skr. has even become a name of the sun. 
The sun also is explicitly mentioned as being the 
eye of Mithra, and the connexion of Mithra with 
the sun in India as well as in Iran does not seem to 
be doubtful. 

As for Varuna, he is sometimes said to preside 
over night while Mithra is the god of the daylight. 
The Atharvaveda, which shows us the more 
material side of ancient Indian religion, says ; 

* God at night becomes Varuga, at dawn be rises up In the 
form of Mithra. All that Varuna has concealed during the 
night, Mithra discloses at dawn.' s' 

On account of such passages and of the reiterated 
statement of commentators that Mithra is for day 
and Varuna for night, Oldenberg thinks that, since 
Mithra’s connexion with the snn is fairly evident, 
Varuna must at one time have been put in some 
relation to the moon. The material aspect of this 
god, practically forgotten in the itigveda, in 
presence of his high moral character, has subsisted 
to a certain extent in the more or less gnostic or 
magical teaching about the gods, such as we find 
it in the Atharvaveda. In Iran the moral aspect 
of the great Ahura Mazdah is still more prominent. 
Some epithets seem to refer to a previous period 
when there was a connexion between Mazdah and 
the night-sky : 

1 Elgveda, i. xjdv. 10-15. s Oldenberg, p, 191. 


When Ahura Mazdah who has put on his cloth, made by the 
spirits and adorned with stars, is there with Mithraand Eiuhnu 
and the Holy Annaiti who has neither end nor beginnina' 
(Ft. xiil. 8). 

In a hymn to the moon (Yt. vii. 3) it is said to be 
the abode of the Amesha Spentas, from which they 
bestow their blessings on the earth created by 
Mazdah. The moon is repeatedly called the ratu, 
‘master,’ ‘patron,’ of Asha, ‘justice’ (Yt. vii. 3, 
4, 6). 

Not only is the material aspect of Varuna-Mitra 
thus decidedly secondary to their moral activity, 
but even their names seem to refer to the latter. 
A. Meillet* has made it fairly probable that 
Mithra is the same word as Skr. mitra, ‘friend- 
ship,’ Av. mithra, ‘ contract,’ and possibly Varuna 
is a derivative from the same root as 'orata, ‘ ordi- 
nance,’ the word regularly used for his indefectible 
commands. He is the god of divine will, the 
promulgator of the law of fta. 

The moral aspect seems thus as old as the very 
names of those gods, and their situation in the 
Aryan pantheon, as moral gods with a somewhat 
dim connexion with sun and moon, is the more 
surprising, since the Indo-Europeans already pos- 
sessed deities for sun and moon as for other natural 
elements — Sfitya, ‘the sun,’ Mas, ‘the moon,’ as 
well as in Greece ’'HXtoj and HeX'fivij. As a supreme 
god, the great Asura (Mazdah or Varuna) is also 
in direct competition with Dyeus, the sky-god, 
who with the Persians of Herodotus as well as 
with other Indo-Europeans is the highest deity, 
while his name does not appear in Mazdasism and 
occupies only a very subordinate position, as Dyaus, 
in India. For the priestly and ruling classes 
Dy6us, in his quality of the bright supreme deity, 
has been absorbed by the Avise Asura, the god of 
indefectible commands, and his surroundmg of 
moral deities, Mitra, Aryaman, and the Adityas 
or Amesha Spentas. 

This situation seems so exclusive of any explana- 
tion through a natural development from the 
naturalistic religion of the Indo-Europeans that 
Oldenberg,® folloived W 0. Schrader,® has come to 
conclusion that Mitra-Varuna and the seven 
Adityas are sun and moon followed by the planets 
and are an acquisition from the Chaldfean astrm 
religion. The prominence of the moon-god ivith 
Sumerians induces Oldenberg to believe in a_ speci- 
ally strong Sumerian influence on Aryan religion. 

Though many Indianists are reluctant to accept 
this theory, it has been made rather more probable 
W recent discoveries. In the remnants of the 
Hittite capital in Boghaz-Keni an inscription has 
been found in Avhich the names of the Aryan gods, 
Mithra, (V)aruna, Indra, Nasatya, are. clearly 
mentioned along with the Hittite gods, sun 
(Sliamash), moon (Sin), and storm (Teshab). The 
identification of Varunaivith a moon-god seemsthus 
equally probable Avith the equivalence betweenasun- 
god and Mithra, and a storm-god and Indra, Avhois 
essentially the storm-god of India. As for Nfisatya 
it is the epithet of the AshAuns, Avho are in close 
connexion Avith Indra, and the same as the Av. 
Naonhaithya, an Ahrimanian spirit always men- 
tioned in company Avith the aaeva Indra. The 
existence of tne Aryan moral gods in the 2nd 
millennium B.C. and the contact between Aryan 
and Semito-Hittite religion at that time are con- 
firmed by the mention of Mithra on a Palestinian 
stele described by W. Max Muller * and ly a list 
of Assyrian gods published by Vincent Scheii. 
Among those gods Ave find Assara Mazaash (or 
Asura Mazdds, the old, pre-historic form of the 
name Ahura Mazdah). Curiously enough, the 
name is immediately followed by the mention oi 

1 X. X. ti9os] ws. J 
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the seven spirits of heaven (Igigi, ‘the strong 
ones ’)_ and tlie seven spirits of earth (Anunaki). 
Now, it is to be observed that the Igigi and the 
Annnaki are supposed to concentrate all spirits 
which have power in the world just as the world 
has been apportioned to the Amesha Spentas in 
Mazdceism (Asha is for the fire, Armaiti for the 
earth, Xshathra for the metals, etc.)- Moreover, 
the number seven, which seems to have no special 
meaning with Aryans, is for the Babylonians the 
conventional expression for a great number. 

Not only does the Aryan heptad around the 
great Asura in this way receive an explanation, 
but we find in Assyrian religion the eq^uivalents of 
the two Indian and Persian triads. Two triads 
are especially apparent in the Assyrian relifpous 
system. One unites Sin (moon), Shamash (sun), 
and Ishtar (goddess of fertility), and corresponds 
clearly to the Achtemenian triad, Auramazda, 
Mithra, and Anahita. The Iranian goddess re- 
peatedly identified with Aphrodite, e.p., under the 
name of ’AippoSln} ’Avafns, is the dispenser of the 
fertUizing waters of heaven. Another triad is men- 
tioned in Sargon’s palace — Sin, Shamash, Hamman. 
Bamman, an Assyrian deity, was originally a god 
of lightning and storm, so that the Assyrian triad. 
Sin, Shamash, Bamman, corresponds to the Hittite 
group, Sin, Shamash, Teshab. Now, Bamman is 
looked '^on as the helper of mankind par excel- 
lence, The kingly name Bamraan-nirari means 
‘ Bamman is my helper.’ ‘ He is especially associ- 
ated with Shamash, a god of justice, and, while 
Shamash, like Mithra, gives victory, he gives 
superabundance.* This makes him very near to 
Aryaman, ‘the friend,’ the beneficent, helping, 
healing deity of the Aryans, who bestows abun- 
dance by pouring water, and who forms the third 
member of the famous triad Vanina, Mitra, and 
Aryaman. The phonetic similarity between Bam- 
man and Aryaman may be purely fortuitous, but 
may also be explainable by a folk-etymology. 

It is thus by his moral side that Aryaman can 
he connected with Bamman. This applies also to 
Mithra and Shamash, Vnruna and Sin. The 
central and essential activity of Mithra, as em- 
bodied in his name, is the protection of law and 
justice among men. He is the guardian of the 
great law of the world (fta) and more especially of 
good faith and oath, punishes pitilessly all crimes 
and delicts, but brings the good and the brave to 
victory on earth and to the abode of the blest af ter 
death. Shamash, who is mainly a sun-god with 
astral functions in Chaldma, assumes in Assyria a 
much more decided moral character. He is for 
Ashurbanipal and Shalmanaser ’ the judge of the 
world wlio guides mankind aright, the lord of the 
law who judges according to unchangeable prin- 
ciples (cf. the fta of the Aryans). He sees the 
wickedness of the foes of the country and he helps 
to conquer them. He is the king in heaven, and 
his favour produces order and stability. He 
loosens the bonds of the imprisoned, likeVaruna 
and Mithra. This character comes out especially 
in the hymns quoted by Jastrow ; 

* The latv of mankind dost thou direct. 

Eternally just in the heavens art thou, . . . 

Thou knowest what is rlpht, thou knowest what Is wrons. . . . 

OhShamashl Supreme judtje of heaven and earth art thou.. . 

O Shamash t on this day purify and cleanse the king . . . 

Release him from the ban.’* 

As the god of law, he is accompanied by two 
divinized abstractions — Kettu, ‘ justice,’ and 
MSsharu, ‘ rectitude.’ It cannot he a mere coinci- 
dence that Mithra in Iran has likewise two satel- 
lites — Boshnu, ‘ justice,’ and Sraosha, ‘ discipline,’ 
‘ rectitude’ (Yt. xvi. 17, xiii. 3).' Yt. x. 41 says ; 

1 M. Jastrow, The Hiliffivn of Babylonia and Atsyria, Boston, 
1898, p. 159. . „ 

ait. p. 237. S/h. p. 210. */i. p. SOOl. 

s H. Zimmem. ERE U. 811. 


Mithra strikes tear into them ; Rashnu strikes a counter- 
fear into them ; the holy Sraosha blows them away from every 
side.’ 

In the Behist&n inscription (§ 63) Auramazda 
similarly declares that ‘ he has proceeded with 
Justice and Eq^nity.' Not only is the correspon- 
dence very striking, but the very existence of such 
personified moral entities in Assyria is very sugges- 
tive in presence of the peculiar hypostases-system 
of India and Iran. 

The comparison which has proved so suggestive 
between Ajyaman-Mithra and Bamman-Shamash 
can be applied to Varuna and Sin with no less 
interesting results. The moon-god enjoys a remark- 
ably high prestige in the Assyro-Babylonian pan- 
theon. The moon is, indeed, like the guide of the 
stors and planets, the overseer of the world at 
night. This was reconcilable with a high moral 
chameter. The planets became spirits subservient 
to his will. He is a king, a ruler of men and nature, 
producing stability and order, hut he is also a judge 
who, like Varuna, loosens the fetters of the im- 
prisoned. His light, like Vanina’s, is the symbol 
of righteousness. He is a god of wisdom like 
Mazdah. Like him also, he is a supreme god of 
morality, whose material side has become quite 
secondary. He is addressed in very lofty hymns 
in the same exalted tone as Varuna, and, what is 
most striking, he is celebrated above all as the god 
of strong commands, whose will is indefectible — 
which we have concluded to be the typical feature 
of Varuna, possibly expressed in his name. 

' O lord, chief of the gods, who on earth and In hearea alone 
is exalted. . . . 

Strong chief . . , who, from the foundation of heaven till 
the renith, 

PasacB along in brilliancy (T), opening the door of heaven. 

Preparing the fate (?) of humanity. , . 

Lord, prticlalming the decisions of heaven and earth, 

Whose command is not set aside, . . . 

Thy strong command is proclaimed In heaven, and the Igigi 
prostrate themselves. . . . 

Thy strong command on high, like n storm In the darkness, 
passes along, and nourishment streams forth . . . 

Thy strong command produces right and proclaims justice 
tomanIdDd. ... '1 

The rest of the hymn celebrates the commands 
of Sin, and it is very remarkable how the hymns, 
which after all are our most trustworthy testi- 
monies about the gods, emphasize both for Sin and 
for Sliamosh that very central feature which the 
Vedic hymns are chanting for Varuna and Mithra. 
This makes it probable that the great Asura of 
India and Irfin, the protector of moral law, with 
his triad and his heptad of rnornl deities, bos been 
introduced into the naturalistic pantheon of the 
Aryans, not on account of their material and 
astral side (the Aryans had already deities of that 
kind), but by reason of their moral value. They 
accordingly received names in connexion mth that 
moral aspect. 

It does not belong to our present task to locate 
with more or less precision the place where the 
contact between Assyrians or Hittites and Aryans 
took place. The discoveries^ of recent years leave 
a wide field open to possibilities. As Iranian art 
received its peculiar features through contact Avith 
the people of Northern Asia Minor and Assyria,* 
Aryan relirion was under the influence of Hittite 
beliefs in Cappadocia. The Mittani kings enter- 
tained relations with the Harm, or Aryans, their 
king Artatama, and his aristocracy, the marya, 
‘men’ (Ann. mar, ‘a man'). 

The hypothesis of L. von Schroeder (Arische 
Religion, i., Leipzig, 1914, p. 314 fif.), that Vamna, 
Mithra, etc., are simply epithets of the Aryan sky- 
god, can be reconciled Avith the one given here, in- 
asmuch as the epithets of the diurnal and nocturnal 
sky would not have developed into special deities 
if a syncretism had not taken place AA-ith Sin and 

1 Jastrow, p. S03 f. s Cf. Perrot-Chipier, v. 516, etc. 
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Shamash. The indebtedness of Aryans towards 
Semites in this important point of tlieir relimon 
must not lead us to minimize the part played by 
Zoroaster. The personality of the great god had 
not been sufficiently isolated from other deities 
and especially from Mithra. Zoroaster alone in 
his Gathds has ignored Mithra, and retained around 
Mazdah no deity but moral entities with a very 
shallow personality. Mazdah for Zoroaster con- 
centrates in himseif all science, all virtue, all good. 
He is the supreme and constant object of man’s 
hope and desire. The dualistic conception has 
prevented him from developing a complete mono- 
theism, while the realistic though imaginative 
temperament of the Persians has dwelt in sym- 
bolism and has always ignored Indian mysticism, 
let alone Christian love of God. 

tiTKRATDiiE.— J. Darmesteter, Zend-Avesta, Paris, 1892-9!!, 
L introd., SBE iv.s [1895] introd., Ormazd el Ahriman, Paris, 
1877 ; C. P. Tiele, Geschiedenis van den Godsdienst in de 
Oudheid, Amsterdam, 1895-1901, ii. ; C. de Harle 2 , Avesta: 
JAvre sacri des sectatetirs de Zoroastre, 1., Paris, 1876, introd.; 
L. C. Casartelli, Za Philosophie religieuse du Mazdiisme sous 
les Sassanides, Louvain, 1884, Eng. tr., Bombay, 1889 ; M. N. 
Dhalla, Zoroastrian Theology, New York, 1914; M. Hang, 
Essays on the . . . PorsiyJ, London, 1907 ; A. V. W, Jackson, 
‘ Die Iran. Religion,' In GIrP ii. [1904] 812 ff. ; H. Oldenberg. 
• Die iron. Religion,' in Die KuUur der Oegenwart, i. 3. i. [1906], 
Die Religion des Veda, Berlin, 1894 ; P. P. Sanjana, Zara- 
thushtra and Zarathushtrianism in the Avesta, Leipzig, 1910 ; 
L. H. Mills, Zarahiitra, Philo, the Aohcemenids, ana Israel, 
Chicago, 1906 ; J. H. Moulton, Early Zoroastrianism, 
London, 1913. A, J- CaRNOY. 

ORTHODOX EASTERN CHURCH.-See 
Eastern Church, Greek Orthodox Church, 
Russian Church, 

ORTHODOXY. — To be ‘orthodox’ is to hold 
or profess opinions which are regarded as in some 
sense ■“right.’ 'OpBoSo^la is the character of a 
‘ right-thinking’ person, society, school of thought, 
or Church. "BrepoSo^la, an awKwardly formed yet 
useful derivative, is the character of thinking 
which is ‘other’ than right. Neither term at- 
tempts in itself to indicate what constitutes ‘ right- 
ness,’ and in practice there is a constant danger 
that the distinction between them may revert to 
the primitive difierence on which Byron’s wit 
fastened when he said: ‘Orthodoxy is my doxy. 
Heterodoxy is anotlier man’s doxy.’ Orthodoxy 
is thus very apt to denote nothing more than the 
accepted faith of a particular denomination re- 
garded complacently from its own standpoint, 
heterodoxy being simply religious opinion at 
variance with it, a species of intellectual ‘dissent’ 
from ecclesiastically ‘established’ views. There 
are, indeed, as many types and standards of ortho- 
do.xy as there are distinctive denominations in the 
Church, and, for that matter, distinctive parties 
within any branch of the Church. Even when 
orthodoxy in a superdenominational sense is under 
review, it will be found that it is distinguished 
from heterodoxy by many considerations other 
than doctrinal. Its ‘rightness’ may rest upon 
traditional continuity, or upon the numerical 
strength of its devotees, or upon its real or 
supposed congruity with Holy Scripture. But at 
its lowest and narrowest, even when most inti- 
mately associated with prejudice, mere use and 
wont, or gross literalism, orthodoxy asserts a 
claim to credence and authority as the truth. 

By the same instinct that has prompted schools 
of religious thought and ecclesiastical organizations 
to define with varying precision the doctrines or 
opinions which they have come to consider valid 
and right, and which they urge the world to accept 
as a sacred obligation, orthodoxies have also been 
evolved through intuition, speculation, and experi- 
ence in such departments as law, morals, medicine, 
economics, aesthetics, literary criticism, and history. 
In each of these a species of dogma has established 


itself through controversy or through convention, 
and contributes strength and stability to the 
structure of human life and knowledge. Against 
the recognition of an orthodoxy in religion there 
ought to be no a priori prejudice, for analogy is 
all in its favour, so long as it is not suffered to 
become artificial, oppressive, or blindly hostile to 
correction. 

Strictly speaking, orthodoxy in religion is con- 
cerned only with doctrine or belief, with the intel- 
lectual element in spiritual life. It is opinion 
raised to its highest power and dignity. But, 
since religion embraces feeling and activity as 
well M thought, orthodoxy becomes an inadeejuate 
criterion of its worth apart from right experience 
and right conduct. It ought to have for its correl- 
atives such words as ‘orthopathy’and ‘orthopraxy,’ 
the inward experience and the outward exercise of 
piety. True religion calls for soundness of heart 
and of will not Jess than of head. It is not to bo 
forgotten, however, that the emphasis which has 
been laid so persistently upon orthodoxy in all the 
CTeat world-systems of religion springs ultimately 
from a just perception that what a man thinks, 
believes, or knows is supremely determinative of 
his experience and conduct. 

It is significant and interesting that the Greek 
or Eastern Church has elected to designate itself 
the Orthodox Church, thus adhering in its name 
to its ancient predilection for theological discus- 
sion, whereas the Latin or Western Church chooses 
above all to style itself the Catholic Church, adher- 
ing with equal fidelity to its imperial instincts. 
Different as the titles are, they are based upon 
essentially similar conditions. The Eastern Church 
is not more jealous on behalf of sound doctrine, as 
it conceives it, than is the Western, The Western 
Church is not more alive to the value of semper, 
ubique, and ah omnibus as tests of catholicity than 
is the Eastern. They are conserving the same 
interests, operating with the same ideas, though 
they approach the problem of substantiating the 
received faith from widely separate directions. To 
the Greek ‘ truth ’ or opinion was the fundamental. 
To the Roman ‘ law ’ and ‘ custom ’ were supremely 
sacred. But each in ■vindication of his own ulti- 
mate standard instinctively had recourse to the 
other’s principles. Universal acceptance offers an 
irresistible presumption of a doctrine’s truth. 
And, in like manner, the truth of a doctrine is 
the surest guarantee that it will prevail and prove 
itself catholic. 

Is there a Christian orthodoxy in fact as well as 
in nanie or claim ? If there is_a religion, truly one 
in spite of all sectarian division, to which the 
name ‘Christian’ can properly be given, there 
must be a Christian orthodoxy, just as there must 
be a Christian ideal or standard of ethical duty, 
moral character, and spiritual experience. _ The 
difficulty is to locate and identify it. Is it the 
sum of all doctrines actually received and taught 
among those who name the name of Christ ? Or is 
it the common doctrine present in all systems, 
received in all communions ? The former seems 
hopelessly excessive, unless incompatible teachings 
are permitted to cancel each other. The latter 
seems painfully scanty, unless a very simple re- 
siduum of uncontroversial teaching is held to be 
sufficient for religious needs. The problem bnngs 
the investigator into the very heart of the most 
delicate and distressing of all Christian contro- 
versies — the discussion as to the validity, genuine- 
ness, and sufficiency of the claim of epclesiastical 
organizations, doctrinal systems, ministries, and 
individuals to be Christian, If orthodoxy be de- 
fined as the Christian doctrine which lum been 
received always, everywhere, and by all, it is at 
once obvious that no existing system in the world 
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can substantiate that claim, neither the fullest nor 
the barest, or else, alternatively, that in reckoning 
the always, the eveiywhere, and the all we must 
have been enabled by some legerdemain to elimi- 
nate the countless exceptions to the rule of faith 
which we have arbitrarily laid down, very much in 
the same fashion as the necessary unanimity was 
sometimes secured in ancient Ecumenical Councils 
for rnomentous decisions in matters of faith by 
coercing, intimidating, or excommunicating the 
recalcitrant minority. Yet the problem must be 
faced with resolution and courage, for, so far from 
being academic or abstract, it is in reality nothin® 
else than the problem of Christian concord and 
Church reunion. What is Christianity! Who 
are true Christians? What constitutes a Christ- 
ian? What are the marks by which we may 
recognize a true Church, the true Church ? No 
Christian individual and no Christian church 
ought to be asked to belong to a communion 
which has not a satisfactory title to be considered 
Christian, but what kind of title is to be held 
sufficient? The history of the Christian Church, 
and a survey of the Christian world, afford instant 
proof that there is very much in Christendom 
which does not belong to Christ, and also suggest 
that there is not a little in the world outside the 
constituted Church which well deserves to be 
ranked with Christianity, Too seldom we have 
gone to our supreme authority in the Gospels for 
uidance in essaying the problem. When we 
espair of discovering any unifying principle of 
orthodoxy in the accredited Churches and systems 
with their unlimited diversity and discord, we 
have a right, and an obligation, to turn to such 
indications of the mind of Christ as the Gospels 
preserve. The faith which Simon Peter professed 
at Csesarea Philippi was expressly accepted by 
Christ as true 5 its possession made Peter ‘blessed’; 
it was not revealed to him by ‘ flesh and blood ’ but 
by the Father in heaven ; it either was itself, or 
constituted him, a rock on which Christ was to 
build His Church beyond the reach of decay and 
death (Mt Its profession was for the earliest 

age of the Church a passport to baptism. And in 
fact that faith is a common possession of every 
Christian communion and every Christian indi- 
vidual to this day. It remains a sound and sacred 
criterion of Christian profession, a criterion which 
is also searching and, when seriously applied, 
sufficient. That it is to be applied in a tolerant 
and charitable spirit and at the same time heart- 
seavchingly seems to be implied in such sayings ns 
those in which Christ refused to forbid the worker 
who healed in His name though not belonging to 
the apostolic circle — ‘he that is not against us is for 
us ’ (Mk 9"*, Lk 9“) — and extolled the child-spirit 
in the receiving of the kingdom of God (Mk 10“ 
and parallels), and bade His followers beware of 
false teachers in days to come ; 

' By their fruits ye shall know them. . . . Not every one that 
salth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter Into the klnrfom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Father which Is in 

heuven, . . . Every one therefore which heareth these woras of 
mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon the rock. . . . And every one that heareth 
Uicse words of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto 
a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand * (Mt 7^^^. 

It was foreign to the method and design of Christ 
to impose or to exact a precise system or sohenie_ of 
faiUi. The abuses of set codes of law and doctrine 
were only too obvious in His day. For the same 
reasons that led Him to write out no tables of 
Christian observance and practice He refrained 
from exacting an orthodoxy with formulated 
tenets. In both spheres of Christian responsibility 
He preferred to nequeath a Spirit. Loyalty is 
more than obedience. Faith is more than convic- 
tion. To trust, to revere, and to love His person. 


to receive His own Spirit and to surrender one’s 
life to its influence, is a surer guarantee of right- 
mindedness towards Him tlian any acceptance 
and profession of authorized opinions could ever be. 

As a matter of fact, no Church in Christendom 
ventures or can afford to ignore those principles of 
sincerity and charity in the everyday economy of 
its own ecclesiastical life. Without exception a 
working latitude is assumed by the members in 
their relationship to official standards. In every 
Church the more superstitions believe more and 
the more sceptical accept less than dogma pre- 
scribes. _ There is endless variety in the measure 
of individual docility and credulity. No Church 
would arraign its members by the same standard 
of orthodoxy which it expects its clergy to main- 
tain. Even in Churches which boast of their 
orthodoxy and make a fetish of their creed there 
is amazing diversity in the sense in which their 
doctrines are interpreted by parties, schools, and 
individuals within their acknowledged fellowship. 
In the Homan communion itself it is notorious 
that, though a modernist who pulilisbes his 
opinions receives but a short shrift before excom- 
munication, the modernist who keeps his counsel 
within his own private circle and performs the 
duties of his office faithfully and decorously has 
little to fear. And in all other Churches from 
Greek Orthodoxy to Quakerism room has had to 
he found for party differences whicli are at least as 
serious as those which separate two communions 
from each other. Examine the facts closely, and 
it becomes apparent that they rest upon no an- 
archical foundation. At ho'ctom the explanation 
is that doctrine is hut one among several tests of 
loyalty and bonds of fellowship. The Christian 
Church is everywhere and always in principle the 
communion of saints, not of identical believers. 
Men look for other intercourse within her 
hounds than the comparison of doctrinal notes. 
Orthodoxy enjoys no evident monopoly of the 
Christian spirit, of the Christian tone and accent, 
of the graces and virtues of the Christian life. 
Among both clergy and lay-folk, accordinglj', it 
is recognized in all Churches that verj’ different 
types of doctrine may live and work together under 
the shadow of a common rule of faith, united by a 
common devotion to the Clmrch’s Lord and the 
coming of His Kingdom. It was so among the 
Twelve first called. It is so among the NT writers. 
To the end of time it may well be so in the Church. 
Christian remains a greater name than Orthodox 
or Catholic. Eitual, doctrine, and government — 
these are the spheres in which denominational 
differences flourish and run riot. But not even 
when they are added up to form one sum do they 
become a definition of Cnristianity, The Christian 
spirit is not confined within their provinces. It 
may, indeed, thrive on a very limited portion of 
their territory ns Home gained spiritual prestige 
through the unwelcome shrinkage of her temporal 
kingdom. Grave matters though they are, they 
are ultimately open questions, mutters for contro- 
versy and for compromise or toleration. Siniplicitj’ 
and complexity must learn to respect each other 
with regard to each of them. Behind them and 
above them are the ultimate tests of conformity to 
the will of God and the example of Christ in the 
outward life and in the secret heart. By com- 
arison irith these our ecclesiastical tests of ortho- 
oxj'^ and conformity appear poor and ineffectual 
indeed. It is to travesty and caricature the 
Dirine Majesty to picture Him as deeply concemea 
about the iiarticnJar denomination to which a 
human soul before the tribunal of His Son had 
belonged in life. The Salvation Army and the 
Society of Friends practise neither baptism nor the 
Lord’s Supper, hut no one will dare or care to 
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unchurch them who believes the rule ‘ uhi Spiritus 
ibi Ecclesia.’ The Unitarian fellowship dechnes 
to profess the traditional doctrine of the Trinity, 
or to accept the doctrine of the deity of Jesus, hut 
■with Peter it hails Jesus as the Christ and recog- 
nizes in some sense His divinity, and its saints, 
scholars, phUanthropists, and singers have not been 
cut off from the wellspring of inspiration. Partial 
it may be in its grasp of the verities and experiences 
on which any Church that aspires to be world- wide 
and_ popular must depend, but it is unmistakably 
Christian in its spirit and essential convictions, and 
has a distinctive service to render to Christendom 
os it is still constituted. 

History suggests, accordingly, that, as ecclesi- 
astical differentiation is not necessarily subversive 
of the religious unity which underlies the denomi- 
national variety of Christian life, but may be the 
divinely-appointed way to the permanent enrich- 
ment of Christian truth, worship, organization, so 
the apparently endless diversity of the doctrinal 
systems of Christendom is not necessarily destruc- 
tive of the concept and ideal of orthodoxy. Vary- 
ing systems teach us to look beyond the letter 
which divides and distracts to the spirit which 
may be the bond of unity and the common source 
of truth. They direct our thoughts beyond the 
merely or exclusively doctrinal testa of legitimacy 
in the household of faith. They prompt the 
thought that, as the vast empires of the future 
must be erected on an ever-widening foundation of 
provincial, linguistic, racial liberty and autonomy, 
so in the ecclesiastical future the orthodoxy which 
shall qualify for true membership in the Church 
on earth must be something at once more compre- 
hensive and more simple than the great organiza- 
tions hitherto have formulated for the purpose. 
The orthodoxy of a great communion is its fidelity 
to its workina creed. The orthodoxy of the uni- 
versal Church is, in like manner, its fidelity not to 
its formal or outward Confessions of Faith viewed 
as an aggregate, nor to any mechanically extracted 
essence or consensus of them, but to the living 
faith, personal and intellectual, devotional and 
practical, which each of the historic creeds and 
formularies is an eiibrt to capture and enshrine in 
words. The Augustinian maxim, ‘ Securus iudicat 
orbis terrarum,’ which meant so much for Newman 
and his school, is a sound and invaluable principle 
in religious apologetics, but it is a fond imagination 
that seeks to harness it to the exclusive service of 
any particular system, however imposing. Weight 
of numbers, length of time, width of difiiision do 
tell heavily in favour of any doctrine, worship, or 
organization that is on its trial. That is beyond 
question. But other things are needed. Truth is 
not always on the side of the big battalions, length 
of days is not immune from error. Nothing is 
more universally diffused than sin or superstition. 
Christianity itself not only remains but is still 
likely long to remain but one of a group of religions 
with millions for their folloiving, and the orbis 
terrarum has not yet completed its judgment upon 
its orthodoxy, ite soundness for all times, all 
tongues, and all climes. We base our assurance 
of its absoluteness and finality upon something 
deeper than its diffusion. So with orthodoxy, we 
are led to adopt a discriminating attitude towards 
its claims. We recognize the honourable nature 
of the principle which inspires its formulation and 
recognition. We appreciate the value of the 
evidence which even its excesses furnish to man’s 
sense of the power for good and evil which organ- 
ized common opinion commands in the Church as 
in the State. We see that conflicting orthodoxies 
maydiscreditoneanother’s exclusive claims without 

5 At- A? xi__i. 


invalidating the presumption that in religion there 
th on which all men might agree. 


is a body of truth 


and without deterring truth-lovers from devoting 
their lives to the ardent quest for it. History 
does not suggest a kindly judgment upon the 
political, administrative, and mechanical methods 
which have been employed to secure the per- 
manence of particular orthodoxies in their respec- 
tive communions, for Truth is a spirit and can 
neither be encaged nor kept outside the bars, but 
the impulse to seek for a doctrine which shall hold 

f ood not for the individual merely but for all 
elievers, a doctrine which can be received as from 
God because it is found to lead to God, a doctrina 
which has endured the tests of time and experi- 
ence, has appealed to men of varying type, temper, 
and race, and contains within it the guarantee that 
it will last, is not only legitimate and honourable 
but vital to religion and to man. 

See, further, Authoritv, Confessions, Coun- 
cils, Creeds, Heresy, and Infallibility. 

Litebatdre.— S chafl-Herzoff, CE, and A. Vacant 
and E. Mangeiiuc. Did. it thiol, eaiholique, Paris, lS99ff., 
t.v. ; general works on Creeds nnd Confessions by P. Schaff 
(Hist, of tht CretdB of Chrittmdom, London, 1677) and W. A. 
Curtis (A Bitt. of Creeds and Confessions of Faith in Christen- 
dom and Bej/ond, Edinburgh, 1911); A. Hamack, Bist. of 
Dogma, Erii-. tr., London, 1894-99 ; discussion^ of princliiles 
im'olved in W. Dnnlop, A Collection of Confessions of Faith, 
Catechisms, etc., of Ftwliek A uthoritvin the Church of Scotland, 
Edinburgh, 1719-20, 1. : B. Pascal, Thoughts on Religion, Eng. 
tr., London, 1860 ; Philosophies of Religion by I. Kant{Religion 
innerhatb der Grenzen der blossen Vemunft, ICSnigsbeig, 
1792), G. W. F. Hegel (Eng. tr., London, 1805), R. H. LoUe 
(Eng. tr.», do. 1903), H. H'dffding (Eng. tr., do. 19061, J. 
Martinenn (A Study of Religion^, Oxford, 1889), and F. 
Harrison (The Positive Evolution of Religion, do. 1013); G. 
Tyrrell, Christianity at the Cross-roads, do. 1909 ; L. _ A. 
Sabatier, Religions of Authority and tht Religion of the Spirit, 
Enc.tr., do. 1897 ; W. G. T. Shedd. Orthodoxy and Belerodoxy, 
New York, 1S93; G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy, London, 1909 
(a vivacious and frequently illuminating literary apology, 
anything but orthodox in type, on behalf of orthodoxy). 

William A. Curtis. 

OSSETIC RELIGION.— The Ossetes are a 
people of about 170,000 souls, dwelling half-way 
along the main range of the Caucasus ; their 
country is about 80 miles from east to ivest and 60 
miles from north to south ; through it runs the 
only road across the mountains, the pass of Darial ; 
accordingly, they alone of Caucasian peoples are 
found both north and south of the watershed ; a 
few also are about Mozdok in the plain of the 
Terek. They speak an Iranian language which 
shows special features that also occur in theyemnins 
of tlie Iranian forraerly^ spoken in the plains of &. 
Russia, viz. names found in great numbers in the 
inscriptions of Olbia, Tanais, and Pantirapaeum, 
one or two names of Sarmatians preserved in litera- 
ture, and certain river names : Danube, Dnfistr, 
Dndpr, and Don all probably contain the Ossetic 
don, ‘ river.’ It is therefore clear that the Ossetes 
reached their present position not from the mam 
body of the Iranians to the south, separated from 
them by the Georgians and Armenians, but from 
the north ; they are the descendants of tlie ‘ Usi 
of Georgian (Chronicles, the ‘ Yasy ’ of the Russians, 
both identified uith the ‘Alans,’ themselvM dc^ 
scribed as a branch of the Sarmatians. , 
neighbours on the north are the tribes of Kabarda 
and now the Russians, on the east the Ingushes, 
Kists, Pshavs, and Khevsurs, on the south the 
Georgians, on the west the Balkartses, or mountain 
Tatars. The last are comparatively late comers, 
and the place names of their country show that it 
was formerly inhabited by Ossetes. There arc two 
main dialects of Ossetic, Iron (the same word, it 
appears, as Iran) and Digorian ; the spoke 

in the western district and the valley of theUrukii, 
is more archaic than Iron, which has spread over 
the greater part of the country. The Alans, or 
Ossetes, were more or less Christianized 
tine and Georgian missionaries, but one ol tnem, 
Theodore, in the 13th cent, calls them Chnatians 
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in name only (Pff cxl. 410, § 24). Soon after his 
time, under the influence of Tatar and Kabarda 
invasions, they superficially adopted Islam. During 
the past century the Russians have had a certain 
success in combating Islam among them ; some, 
the more genuine Musalmans, emigrated to Turkey, 
•while many embraced Christianity, but they are 
said only to have attained to the ritual, nob to the 
ethics or any full understanding of their new 
faith. Their religion consists, therefore, of the 
original paganism into which their former Christ- 
ianity has been absorbed, covered with a surface 
layer of Muhammadanism now being displaced by 
Christianity; perhaps no Indo-European people 
outside India has preserved so much of primitive 
heathenism. This has, as it were, crystallized 
about the places and persons hallowed by the 
ancient missionaries, so that several of the powers 
worshipped bear the mutilated names of saints, and 
the most sacred spots are the sites of old churches 
or monasteries ; no doubt many of these had been 
sacred long before the missionaries came. 

The Ossetes reserve the name of God, Khutsau, 
for the supreme divinity, the ' God of Gods,’ but, 
though often invoked in daily talk, he is regarded 
as too high and inaccessible to take part in human 
aflairs. These are ruled by dzwars, saints or 
lesser powers — a dzwar (Georgian dzhvari = ‘ cross *) 
is anything holy, a cross, a praying-place, a sanc- 
tuary, a falling star, and also one of these powers 
or saints— in whoso train are angels, izad (Avestic 
yazattt) or daiodg, and every man has a ^ardian 
angel. The chief of these powers are ; watsilla 
(St. Elios), the lord of the thunder and also of 
crops; WastyrdzhifSt. George), imagined as riding 
on a white horse, the protector of good folk and { 
their cattle against thieves and wolves; Tutyr 
(St. Theodore of Tyre), lord of wolves, and to be 
appeased accordingly; Ffilviira (SS. Floras and 
Lauras), the kindly ford of sheep ; Avsati, lord of 
wild creatures ; Barnstyr, lord of the under world, 
who ■ meets the dead and sends them to dzdndt, 
‘heaven,’ or zyndon, ‘hell,’ according to their 
deserts ; Kurdaliigon, the heavenly smith ; Safa, 
^ardian of the hearth; Donbyttyr, the water- 
bogey, with his daughters ; Sau-dzwar, the black 
saint, lord of the forest; Rynybarduag, lord of 
murrain; Alardy, lord of smallpox; Khutsawy 
Dzwar, God’s saint, guardian of marriage and giver 
of children ; another •with much the same province 
is Fyry-dzwar, the ram’s saint, who had an idol in 
the shape of a ram at Dergavs. The women chiefly 
reverence Mady Mairhm, Mother Mary, who takes 
the form of a big stone outside each village. Every 
house has its bJ/na^y 'kh^^sa^^, ‘ lord of the place ’ ; a 
bride must ask his leave when departing from her | 
old home and must do homage to that of her new 
house; so every village has its guardian angel. 
There are also patrons of robbers, of travellers, of 
the back, giving clothing, of the belly, giving food, 
and BO on. It is remarkable that women are 
allowed to pronounce the name of Alardy only ; 
other powers they must refer to by a periphrasis — 
e.g., Waatj'rdzhi is ‘ the men’s saint.’ 

Sanctuaries as well as saints or powers are called 
dzicars ; their sanctity is due to their being 
regarded as the dwelling-places of the personal 
damrs. Some are regarded as holy by all the 
Ossetes — these are mostly Christian sites — others 
only by the villagers near them. By far the most 
important are Rekom, once a church dedicated to 
St. George, and Mykalygabyrte, which still con- 
tains the name of St._ Nicolas. The former is full 
of miscellaneous offerings, boms, clay cups, glasses, 
beads, coins (which no one would dare to steal), 
and especially silver braid and cotton wool, once 
no doubt to serve as decoration and wicks for holy 
lamps, now thought of only as evidence to the dzwar 


I that due prayers have been offered. There used to 
I bo a bell with a Georman inscription recording its 
i dedication by George Bagration ; there were many 
I of the name, so the date is uncertain. It at least 
points to Georgian foundation, and some families 
of the neighbouring village, Tzey, trace their 
descent from Georgian clergy. But other dztears 
are more primitive — a cave, a grove, a tree, a 
dolmen, a stone, and the like. Special events 
may make a place_ become a nwog dznear, ‘ new 
sanctuary.’ A family might have a special dztear. 
An ancestor of the Atait was cutting ivood when he 
heard a voice say ‘ Cease.’ He tried another tree 
and from it flowed milk and blood. So he took the 
log home as a wealth fetish, and from that time 
the family waxed rich. It was kept till 1876, and 
every year a ram, beer, and arak were offered to it 

Ossetian life is a round of many feasts and fasts, 
several of them Christian in origin. The year 
begins on the Friday following new moon in the 
winter month Basiltymai (Jon, 1 is St. Basil’s day) ; 
next is Komnkhsiin, guarding the mouth, and 
Komdariini, binding the mouth, corresponding to 
the beginning and end of Lent ; then come hlarti 
(March), Nikkola (St. Nicolas, May 9), FiilvUra 
(Floras and Lauras, Aug. 18, does not quite fit) ; 
the other names, Aroistol, So.sani, Rukhan, Kfifti, 
G6wargoba, Tsapporsd, are of native origin, except 
that Gewlirgoba contains the name George. 

Religious rites are divided into two mam classes ; 
kuvd, ‘ worship,’ and khisC, ‘ service of the dead.’ 
Essential to all are chiintd, ‘ thin cakes’ ; there is 
usually a sacrifice as well, carried out by an old 
man who prays, by singeing the hair, and 

makes a libation into the fire, and a young man 
who outs the beast’s throat in due fashion. When 
all have sat at their tables, the head of the house- 
hold makes a long prayer and the others answer 
‘ Amen ’ to it ; at the end he throws some of the 
lungs wrapped in fat upon the fire. The next in 
age to him makes a short prayer and pours some 
arak into the fire. Food and drink oeing thus 
blessed, the feast begins. Women do not come in, 
but eat up the leavings. 

The chief events of the year are : New Year and 
the fetching of the waters, about Epiphany ; in 
between comes a sacrifice of a lamb to the house- 
spirit, part being buried inside the house ; at this 
time or the year some people can ride to the ■world 
of the dead and bring back the seeds of good 
fortune ; but, if they arc tempted to bring back 
flowers or fruit, these cause epidemics. The dead 
shoot at the invaders, and these, if hit, die soon 
after their return. 

Komakhshn, at carnival time, is the general feast 
of the dead : each household in which a death has 
occurred takes its part of the village and regales it 
■with many sheep, much arak, and beer. After a 
laudation of the dead man there is a horse-race in 
his honour, and his arms and belongings are given 
away as prizes. Next follows a month or more of 
fasting in honour of Tutyr to make him keep in 
his wolves and spare the sheep. Another explana- 
tion is that Tshiristi (‘Christ’) gives a place in 
heaven only to those who have duly fasted ; and 
they ask Barastyr to let their deserving ancestors 
enter heaven. 

In the spring is_ a great festival to propitiate 
Alardy. Families join by twos, one sacrificing an 
ox, the other several sheep, and both providing 
enough beer and arak to last a month. Next comes 
the feast of St. Nicolas, one ox to every four 
families. In May comes Great God’s day (».e. 
Trinity Sunday) at the end of the ploughing ; at 
this time the graves of the past year are covered 
with turf. This is followed by the women’s service 
at the village dzwar; no man must bo present 
except the sacrificer, and the object is to secure the 
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coming harvest. The next feast precedes the hay 
harvest ; in each ward of the village an ox is sacri- 
ficed and a banquet held. At the beginning of the 
grain harvest each household has its own feast; 
the special prayer is that the year’s grain shall ^ 
used for festivals and not for khists, or service of 
the dead. In August comes the festival to Falviira 
for the preservation of the cattle. Then there is 
the harvest thanksgiving when the OTain has been 
brought home and threshed. It is celebrated every 
Sunday for a whole month. Another festivm 
marks the first ploughing for the winter com ; 
again the object is to secure a good crop. Next 
follows Khorybon, specially addressed to vVatsilla. 
The prayer is that the harvest shall be as rich as 
when Watsilla sowed at Kurp (a very fertile spot) 
and Mairfim followed him holding the seed basket. 
There is also a wearing of clothes inside out and 
a dousing of a boy with small-beer, that the fields 
may give corresponding overplus. At the end of 
autumn is the maidens’ vigil on account of Mady 
Mairam. They receive pies of diflerent sorts and 
divine what husbands they will have by what they 
find in the pies. The last sacrifice and feast of the 
year is in honour of Wastyrdzhi. Mention may be 
made of the peculiar Digorian feast of FatzbadSn ; 
it iMts five days, during which there is even more 
eating and drinking than usual, and a stranger 
found within the house is compelled to stay through 
it. 

The kkisis in honour of the dead are as numerous 
as the festivals of the dzvoars. The chief, or styr- 
khist, over a dead man involves his family and 
more distant kinsfolk in a sacrifice of five or more 
oxen, fifty or more sheep, hundreds of gallons of 
beer (made in special cauldrons 6 ft. high, for the 
hire of which they pay a gallon of beer, a sheep, 
and other victuals), and thousands of Mw^-cakes. 
All the men of the settlement are invited, and 
after the feast there are races and archery with 
valuable prizes. The women have their turn, as 
every Friday for a year after a death the family 
must provide all victuals for a feast eaten by them 
at the cemetery. Besides the styr-khist there are 
nine others in the course of a year. Families 
in which several members die one after another 
may be absolutely ruined, as to honour each of 
them properly costs about £200. 

The ceremonies in connexion with birth are 
mainly in honour of Mady Mairfim. Those of 
marriage have reference to her and still more to the 
house-spirit. The funeral ceremonies equip the 
dead man with all that he may want in the next 
world, and show clear traces that the wife and the 
horse must once have followed their lord thither, as 
was the custom of the Scy ths and Sarmatians. For 
a year after the death the widow wears deep mourn- 
ing and must sit up every night till cock-crow wait- 
ing her husband’s return. As to the relation of 
soul to body, the Ossetes believe that the soul is 
quite independent ; that on the fatal day the decree 
of death is made by six men (for a man) or four 
women (for a Avoman) ; that then the ' Avithdrawer 
of souls ’ appears to the dying man in the form of 
a wolf. After the soul is AvithdraAA'n from the body 
it flies above it until the burial, Avhen it re-enters 
it in the gr.ave, but at once leaves it and flies to the 
next Avorld, Avhere after judgment it resumes 
human shape. Souls groAv old in the next Avorld 
and have to be fed. 

Musalman influence upon the Ossetes is shoAvn 
by their calling Muhammad the ‘ Son of the sun ’ 
{khori fyrt), and by their ablutions and observ- 
ance of iViday, Ramadan, and other holidays ; but 
it does not seem to have sunk so deep as the Christ- 
ian element, Avliich is noAV being revived. 

Literatitre. — ^The best authority on the Ossetes is Vsevolod 
Miller, on whose Osetiiislcie Etudj/, Moscow, 1881-87, the above 


has been based; of. his Sic Sprache der Osscten. Much 
material on their customs and beliefs is found in Sbomik 
Svldlnij 0 Kavkazckikh Gortmkh (‘Miscellany of Information 
on Caucasus Mountaineers’), Tiflis, 1871 ff., ljut there is very 
little in languages more accessible than Russian. 

E. H. Minks. 

OSSIANIC CYCLE.— See Feinn Cvcle. 

OSTRACISM.— Ostracism was the method em- 
plo;^ed in_ Athens for the greater part of a century 
for imposing a check upon the acquisition by any 
politician of too great poAver in the State. The 
name is explained by the form of A’oting adopted, 
according to Avhich each voter Avrote upon a 
potsherd (iarpa-Kov) the name of the person to be 
proscribed. The normal procedure was as follows. 
Every year at the regular meeting of the assem- 
bly {Kvpta iKK\t)(r[a) held in the sixth prytany 
(Aristotle, Ath. Pol. 43. 6) a dmsion Avas taken on 
the question whether the provisions relating to 
ostracism should be put in force. If the question 
Avas answered in the affirmative, a special assembly 
Avas called to meet in the Agora for the actual 
voting (Philochorus, frag. TO** [FffG i. 396]; 
Plutarch, Aristid. 7). The voters deposited in the 
urn set apart for their tribe the shell containing 
the name of the candidate chosen for expulsion. 
In order that a definite result might be attained it 
Avas necessary that at least 6000 votes sliould be 
recorded ; ' and, if this Avas not the case, the Avhole 
of the proceedings became abortive. If, on the 
other hand, the necessary number AA’ere present 
and voted, the nominee Avho obtained the largest 
vote Avas proclaimed by the public herald as 
subject to the penalties of ostracism. These in- 
volved removal for ten years to a fixed distance 
from Athens, or, in default, perpetual disfranchise- 
ment (iripla). The, sentence must be carried out 
AA’ithin ten days of the decree, but was subject to 
revocation by an extraordinary resolution. The 
exile was alloAved the enjoyment of his property 
during his banishment, so long as he did notin- 
fringe the prescribed limits (Arist. Ath. Pol, 22. 8 ; 
Philoch. and Pint. locc. citt.). 

Ostracism Avas introduced by a law of Cleisthenes 
(Arist. Ath. Pol. 22. 1) in the year 508-607 B._c., 
and lasted until the year 417 B.C.,* in Avhich 
Hyperbolus Avas condemned. An unusual incident 
of the process on that occasion Avas that Hyper- 
bolus himself had advocated a recourse to ostracism, 
but, oAving to a temporaiy coalition of the parties 
headed by Nicias and Alcibiades, he became the 
victim of his OAvn proposal (Pint. Ntc. 11). It hM 
been commonly asserted that ostracism fell into 
disuse because the vote condemning a Avorthless 
person like Hyperbolus AA-as felt as the degradation 
of a punishment hitherto regarded as a distinction 
rather than as a disgrace (Pint, loc, cit., quoting 
Plato Comicus, frag. 187 [i. 654 K.]). This^ account 
is accepted in substance by some modem historians 
(e.g., Grote, vL 378), but it is probable that 
Hyperbolus, Avho Avas murdered in 411 by the 
oligarchs at Samos (Time. viii. 73), although the 
acmdent of our tradition has left his reputation at 
the mercy of his unscrupulous opponents, Avas a 
more important person than his detractors ad- 
mitted (Busolt, iii. 1260). Hence it is more likely 
that ostracism gradually passed out of use because 
it Avos felt to be no longer needful as a protection 
against the preponderating influence of any indi- 
vidual, while at the same time it had become 
subject to abuse by being employed in the interest 

1 Grote (Bict. of Greece, Iv. 84 n.) faA-oura the alternative Wcw 
that the rainimum applied to the number of votes given 

W particular name. The Greek authorities bearin/r on tM 

point appear to be inconsistent; but Plutarch s exphclt 
ment is to be preferred to the abbreviated and perhaps corrupt 

textof thelexicoCTaphers. , , _ .. n nnaolt 

2 For the considerations which fix the date sec O. « h 
Griech, Gesch, iiL 1257. 
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of ' partisanship without any resulting advantage 
to the State. 

It has been suggested that the law of ostracism 
was formally repealed during the archonship of 
Euolides (Lugebil, in Jahrb. fiir Mass. Phuol., 
Suppl. iv. 170). and that it was superseded in 
practice hy the 7pa0i) wapavipuv, which, though it 
may have been earlier in existence as a means of 
correcting irregularities of the statute law, first 
became an important political weapon in the course 
of the 4th century (J. P. Mahaffy, in Sermathena, 
vii. [1881] 87 fF.). 

The original purpose for which ostracism was 
instituted is clearly stated by Aristotle in more 
than one passage (Fol. iii. 13, 1284‘ 17, Atk. Pol. 
■22. 3), viz. the preservation of equality among the 
citizens by the removal of any one whose wealth 
or influence had become dangerously pre-eminent. 
The peril of such exaltation had been brought 
home to the Athenians by the history of the rise 
of Pisistratus ; and it accords well with the pro- 
fessed object of the law that the first person who 
suffered under its provisions was Hipparchus, the 
son of Charmus, a kinsman of Pisistratus (Arist. 
Ath. Pol. 2‘2. 4). Not long afterwards Megacles, 
the son of Hippocrates and a nephew of Cleis- 
thenes himself, was ostracized as an adherent of the 
Pisistratids (t5. 6) ; and the first person uncon- 
nected with the formerly reigning house who was 
punished solely in consequence of his eminence 
was Xanthippus, the father of Pericles {ib.). It 
very soon came about that ostracism ceased to be 
used for the welfare of the State, but was em- 
ployed merely as an instrument of faction (Arist. 
Pol. iii. 13, 1284^ 23) in order to suppress the 
leader of a political party, and leave his opponent 
free to pursue his own measures without hindrance, 
or even to inflict annoyance^ upon an adversary by 
securing the removal of his friends. Such were 
the conditions when Aristides was ostracized on 
the initiative of Themistocles (Plut. Aristid. 7, 
Them. 5), when the obnoxious opposition of Thucy- 
dides, the son of Melesias, to the policy of Pericles 
was similarly terminated (Plut. Pend. 14), and 
when Damon the musician was banished on sus- 
picion of being the secret adviser of Pericles’ 
(ib. 4). 

While most of the recent authorities conclude 
that the institution of ostracism was inspired by 
fear of the return of the Pisistratid dynasty, 
Grote (iv. 81-90) has argued that it was from the 
beginning a carefully devised scheme for prevept- 
ing the dangers likely to arise from the excessive 
bitterness of party strife and inculcating in the 
new democracy a growing respect for consti- 
tutional permanence. The successful accomplish- 
ment of its purpose is proved by the absence^ of 
any attempt to overthrow the constitution during 
the interval between the reforms of Cleisthenes 
and the close of the Peloponnesian War ; and the 
device itself was allowed to become obsoleto Avhen 
the security of the democracy showed that it was 
no longer needed. But Grote has probably ex- 
aggerated the political value of ostracism, and it 
is unlikely that Cleisthenes had wider aims than 
those attributed to him by Aristotle. 

Ostracism was in force not only in Athens, but 
also in Argos (Arist. Pol. vii. [v.] 3, 1302*’ 18), 
-Miletus, and Megara (schol. Aristoph. Eq. 855), 
although nothing is known of the details of its 
working in these States. At Syracuse also there 
was a similar institution known as ‘ petalism ’ 
(vn-dKuT/jL&s) from the laurel leaf which was used 
instead of the potsherd to receive the name of the 

’ On the qnestion ol the identity ol this Damon 'vith ^tnon- 
ides, also described ns a political adriser of Pericles, see Sandys 
on Arist Ath. Pol 27. 4 ; U. Wilamowitz-SIollcndoril, Am. 
MeUt und Athen, 2 vols., Berlin, 1893, i. 134. 


statesman designated for expulsion. Petalism is 
said to have been introduced at Syracuse in imita- 
tion of the Athenian law, bnt to have lasted for 
only a few years. The period of exile prescribed 
at Syracuse was five years instead of the Athenian 
ten (Diod. xi. 86 f.) ; bat all our information on the 
subject rests on very unsatisfactory authority. 

IjrziiATTOS. — C. Lneebil, ‘ Daa Wesen und die historische 
B^eutung des Ostratasmos In Athen,' in Jahrb. /Hr klati. 
Phxlologie, Suppl. iv. [1801] 119-175 >, J. M. J. Valeton, ‘De 
Ostraclsmo,' in ifnemosyne, >v. [1887] SSff., 129 ff., SSTff., 
3570., xvi. nSSS] If., 1620., 214 0.; H. Hager, in Smilh'f 
Diet, of ffr. and Rom. Anf.», London, 1890-91, i. SlSf,; G. 
Grote, Hist, of Grteee, new ed., 12 vols., do. 1869-70, iv. 79-90 : 
G. Busolt, Oriechische Geschichts, ii.2, Gotha, 1895, pp. 439-441 ; 
G. Gilbert, Bandbaeh der prisch, StaatsalterihHmsr, i.*, 
1893, pp. 167 f., S46; K. F. Hermann and V. Thumser, 
Lehrbuch der gritcK Staatsaltertiimere, do. 1839-92, { 71, p. 

A. C. Pearson. 


OSTYAKS. — Three difierent tribes of N.W. 
Siberia are known under this name ; the Ugrian 
(Ougrian) Ostyaks, the Samoyedic Ostyaks, and 
the Yenisei Ostyaks. The Ugrian Ostyaks live 
alonw the Ob, the Irtysh and its tributaries the 
Konaa and the Yasyugan, in the Tobolsk Govern- 
ment, and in the Nanmsk District of the Tomsk 
Government. Their number in 1897 was 17,^1 
(9012 males). The Samoyedic Ostyaks, or Ostyak- 
Samoj’eds, live along the rivers Baikha, Tymsk, 
Karakonsk, Karasinsk, and Taz. Their number 
in 1897 was 5805 (2962 m.). The Yenisei Ostyaks 
live along the Yenisei from the village of Antitsi- 
ferova near Yeniseisk to the lower Kureika, a 
tributary of the Yenisei, and along the tributaries 
Stony Tunguska, Bakhta, Lower Tunguska, Knr- 
eika, and the little left tributary Yelogny a. They 
numbered in 1897 about 988 altogether (635 m.). 
From various local administrative and ecclesiastical 
papers we may suppose that the nnmher of Ostyaks 
of Yenisei has since decreased. 

The first two peoples, though of different stock, 
are linguistically as well as racially akin, both 
forming groups of Gastrin’s ’ Uralo-Altayan family 
of races, while the Yenisei Ostyaks are linguisti- 
cally like none of tlie living tribes in Siberia, and 
were perhaps originally also unlike physically, but 
the aumixture of Russian and other mood makes 
it difficult to define their physical type now. 

TbemvmB^Osfj-ak’has no linguistic BfHnity with nnyot the 
languages of the three peoples. The Ugrian Ostwiks are known 
also simply as Ostyaks, or as Ugra, Yugra ; the Yenisei Ostyaks 
as Yeniseians, being the oldest inhabitants of the Yenisei of all 
the peoples now living along that river. The Ostyak-Samoyeds 
really form one group of the Samoyed tribes, and will be dis- 
cuss^ in the art. SAUomns. 

Under the existing Bnssian administration all 
three nations and their clans are mixed, and arti- 
ficially divided into rody, ' clans,’ with territorial 
names; the more scientific books and educated 
travellers, however, will never confuse these tribes. 

I. Ugriah Ostyaks. — i. Ethnology, — The 
origin of the name Ostyak has been variously 
explained. 

Kovicki (1715)9 naively suggests that it maybe derived from 
the Russian osti, ' Bsh-bones,' for the Ostj-aks, living chiefly on 
raw fish, leave heaps of fish-bones behind them after camping. 
His other derivation is from the Russian word ostatii, tlie re- 
mains of the only large nation of Ugra who once lived, as some 
antborssay. In the middle of the present Russia, according to 
others, on both sides of the Urals. Wherever their original home 
was, it Is certain that the Ostyaks in Europe have been nearly 
exterminated or merged into the neighbouring Zyjyan, Voguf, 
and Samoyed tribes, and it is ordy in W. Siberia that they 
remain in comparative integrity. 

One of the more probable explanations of the name is that 
deriving Ostyak from Asyakh, ‘ people of Ob,’ the local name of 
the Ostyaks of the Ob in contradistinction to the Ostj'aks of the 
Konda or other rivers and lakes, although the general name by 
which the Ostjaks as well as the Voguls call themselves is mens 
or man’s ; in older daj-s they are supposed to have called them- 
selves Aij’akhi (nr, ‘many*; kho, ‘man'). 

The most prolxible derivation is from the Tatar word tnishtak, 

1 Sordise/ie Rei-^en vnd Forsehunpen, ii. 75, iv. (' Ethnologischs 
Yorlesungcn'J 14 f. 

9 Kratkope opisanye o narodie ostpatsiom, ed. llainoll, p. 28, 
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‘barbarian,’ bj; which the Tatars called all the tribes of the 
middle Yenisei and the Ob when they came to the Yenisei 
rnlley in the 13th century. It is they who are responsible for 
the classing of different tribes together under one name. In 
the old Novgorod annals of the llth cent, the Ostyaks are 
known os Ugra, while their neighbours, the Samoyeds, are 
known under their present name. The entry for the year 1398 
mentions the Voguls os distinct from but allied to the Ugra ; 
the same nomenclature is to be found in 1483, when the Moscow 
military expedition conquered the lands of these tribes. The 
Eussians have probably adopted the Tatar word Oushtak, which 
was perhaps already corrupted into Ostyak. The old name 
Ugra, Yogra (plur. Yograjass), is still used by the Zyryans for 
their neighbours, the Ostyaks of the Urals. The Samoyeds call 
the Ostj'aks Yaran, Yargai (^fara, ‘stranger’), which some 
people think is derived from jogra. Still more problematic Is 
the derivation of Yurak from ugra, jBgra. The Yurak, like the 
Ostyak-Samoyeds, form a group of Siberian Samoyeds, and their 
name may very well be denved from their word j/ur (‘ hundred ’). 

The Finno-Ugrian tribes form four linguistic 
OToups ; (1) the Ugi'ian, to which at the present 
oa 3 r the Voguls and the Ostyaks belong, and from 
which the Magyars branched olf; (2) the Permian, 
to which the Votyaks, Permiaks, and Zyryans 
belong; (3) the Cheremiss and Mordvin; (4) the 
Western Finnic group, to which the Finlanders, 
Chud, Vess, Esfcs, and Lives belong ; to this group 
m^ also be added the Laplanders. 

Fischer^ thinks that the Samoyeds and the 
Ugrian Ostyaks are the remnants of a once large 
nation of mid-Siberia, called Chud. This historical 
and rather vague name must not be confused with 
that of the Finnic tribe mentioned above, Avho in- 
habit N.E. Europe. According to Fischer, these 
ancient Chud were driven northward by Tatar and 
Kirghiz, migrating from the Sayan mountains to 
the banks of the Yenisei. But it seems fairly 
settled now that most of the so-called Chud remains 
in Siberia should be ascribed to the old Turkic and 
Turkicized tribes, and perhaps Strahlenberg® is 
more correct in thinking that the Ugrian Ostyaks 
at any rate, if not the Samoyeds also, are of Fin- 
nish parentage and have mimated from Lapland 
eastward and southward. The Finnic physical 
type is generally understood to be fair, reddish- 
haired, fight-eyed, and long-headed, but, even if 
it were so originally, at the present moment the 
division of the Eussian investigator Mainoff® of 
the Finnic tribes into dark-haired and fair-haired 
is the only one justified by the facts. The Ugrian 
Ostyaks would belong to the dark-haired section, 
and are, vaguely speaking, mesaticephalic or doli- 
chocephalic, and the Mongoloid influence is less 
seen among them than among the Mordvins, 
although the Ugrian Ostyaks now live almost 
entire^ in Asia and the Mordvins in Europe. The 
lack of a sufficient number of anthropometric data 
makes it difficult to define their type more closely 
than has been done by S. Shirokogorov.^ He bases 
his generalization on the researches of Kudyenko, 
who places the Ostyaks according to their physical 
type between the Voguls and the Samoyeds.® 

About a thousand years ago, when the Ostyak 
lands still stretched into E. Europe, though the 
eastern corner of Siberia was also occupied Iw them 
at that time, the Magyars went to the Danube 
valley, and are now knomi as Hungarians. In 
the middle provinces of Eussia there are numerous 
place- and river-names of Ugrian origin, and it is 
probable that, while the Ostyaks had to give up 
their European dominions to the Eussians, they 
concentrated in W. Siberia, _fighting_ with the 
Samoyeds, who were then losing their southern 
Siberian dominions, for supremacy in the lands 
between the Ural and the On. 

1 Sibirische Gesch., § 65, p. 120, 5 67, p. 123, 8 69, p. 129. 

2 Das nord- und ostliche Teit von Europa und Asien, pp. 
36, 64. 

2 D. N. Anuchin, ‘ Ostyaki,’ in Andreyevski, Encydopevdia, i 
Petrograd, 1897, xxli. 36^70. i 

* Zadaehi Antropologii v Siiiri, p. 23. 

■> Bndyenko has taken measurementa of 127 Oatyaks ; see i 
his Antropologieheskiya Izsledovanj/a Inorodtsev Syevyero- \ 
Zapadnoi Sibiri. i 


These fights are vividly described in the old 
heroic epos of the Ostyaks, which has been speci- 
ally studied by I. Patkanoff. Neither the Samoyeds 
nor the Ostyaks were exterminated as a result of 
the fighting. Some of the latter, such as the 
Narimsk Ostyaks, were merged into the Samoyed 
tribes, but the nucleus of the Ostyak nation still 
exists on the same lands as they have occupied for 
many centuries, and they still number about 17,^1, 
while of the Voguls there are only 6500. 

The heroic epos, Tarnyn-ara [ara, * song ’ ; Tam, 
Taran, Tarin, an evil anthropomorphic power, 
bringing war, sickness, etc.), does not mention any 
fights with the Tatars, who subdued the whole 
valley of the Irtysh not earlier than the end of the 
14th and the beginning of the 16th century. Nor 
does this epos mention the fights with the power 
who succeeded the Tatars in subduing the Ostyaks, 
namely the Muscovites. While the Ostyaks had 
already had to fight with the Novgorodians in the 
llth cent., when the latter took possession of the 
White Sea, and made military expeditions against 
the Ugra, they were not conquered, and paid taxes 
only when these were exacted at the point of the 
Novgorodian sword, but in 1681 the Uma did 
succumb to the Muscovites, and in 1686 the firet 
Eussian ostrog, or Cossack settlement, was built 
at the mouth of the Irtysh on pure Ostyak land. 
It was only after a long and hard struggle, how- 
ever, and not until 41 Ostyak villages had been 
destroyed, that the Eussians conquered them; 
later the Ostyaks helped the Eussians in conquer- 
ing other native tribes. 

The Ostyaks live in three groups : the northern 
Ostyaks, in the northern Berezovsk District ; the 
eastern Ostyaks, along the Surgut and the Vasugan 
as far as its tributary the Chayanka; and the 
south-western or Irtysh Ostyaks, in the northern 
part of the Tobolsk District, along the Ob, the 
Irtysh, and the Konda. The Surgut is said to be 
the purest of the Ostyak dialects. 

2 , Materia] culture.— The Tarnyn-ara gives the 
following picture of Ostyak life in pre-Tatar times. 
While their general material welfare has changed 
for tlie -worse since then, yet the northern and 
eastern Ostyaks have not cnanged much in their 
material culture. The south-western Ostyaks are 
the most affected by Eussian colonization, and in 
some places they give up their nomadic life, though 
they remain seasonal nomads ; they live in their 
w-ooden huts for the fishing .season, and often for 
the hunting season as well. Very few of them 
take up agriculture. Syphilis and other diseases, 
and the abuse of vodka, are most prevalent among 
these Ostyaks. 

The northern and eastern Ostyoks are wanderers, lirlnz In 
relndeer'Skin tents, and occsslonfllly in hAlf*undeiTJ 05 °“ 
huts covered Tvith snow; Their summer tents and aomcsftio 
utensils are made of birch-bark. Their occupations are nuntln^i 
reindeer-breeding:, and fishinE: J they also fish through tne 
In summer they eat raw fresh fish, in winter frozen nsn. ^e 
bowels, heart, and liver of reindeer are eaten raw, Btill 
after the killinff of the reindeer ; the rest of the 
cooked. The sl^ffes are made of driftwood, and joined by bemK 
sewn with skin thonffs: the runners for winter 
with reindeer-skin. The winter dress is i^de of reindeer-sM, 
or birds* akin, ornamented with furs of other animau , tne 
summer dress is often of nalim (fishj-skln, or woven by 
from the nettle plant (CTrtica). The same 
mosquito nets. The Russian cotton shirt is 
amonff the northern Ostyaks, but the south-weatera Ostyaks 
use more and more European cloth. 

3 . Social customs.— In the north the old custom 
of burying the dead in a canoe is still in practice. 
All the belongings of the dead man are laid in the 
grave. To show their sorrow, the relatives war 
hair from their heads and throw it on the body; 
this -will help the sonl-life of the dead. Those in 
mourning go a couple of days with unwashed oody 
and unkempt hair. The ividow makes a woo^n 
doll representing her husband, dresses it in ms 
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clothes, and treats it as her hushand for a year ; 
then she buries it also. 

A woman just before her confinement is separated 
from society, and lives for three Aveeks in a special 
tent which no man is allowed to enter. Aiter her 
seclusion she is purified by jumping three times 
through the fire. 

In olden days the Ostyaks used to tatu their 
bodies Avith red ochre or soot, Avith Avhich they 
coloured their dress and even ‘signed’ Russian 
official papers. At the present day their ‘sig- 
nature,’ like that of the other northern Siberians, 
is a draAving of a boAV and arroAv. 

When a girl marries, a bride-price (Tcalym) is 
paid, and only Avhen the AA’hole of this has been 
received is the girl allowed to be taken by the 1 
bridegroom. When visiting his betrothed, the 
young man has to enter the tent Avith his face 
turned aAvay, lest he should shoAv his face to his 
parents-in-laAV, toAvards whom he has to observe | 
various prohibitive restrictions {c.g., he must avoid 
meeting his mother-in-laAv). The bride has_ to I 
observe the same restrictions toAvards the bride- 
groom’s family until her first child is born. Clan 
exogamy Avas until recently strictly kept, even 
though the clan Avas composed of people Avho Avere 
not blood-relations. Noav that the south-Avestem 
and many of the northern Ostyaks are nominal 
Christiana, the marriage ceremonies are a com- 
bination of Christian and shamanist rites. 

In comparison Avith the old Avar epic, Tarnyn- 
ara, the language of Avhich is knoAvn to very feAv 
Ostyaks of to-day, the modern songs and tales 
seem very poor. Yet even noAV, especially under 
the influence of vodka, or of a particular kind of 
fungus, of which they eat seven, fourteen, or even 
tAventy-one at once, in order to become intoxicated, 
the Ostyaks sing to the accompaniment of the 
‘sAvan’ (Russian lebicd, Ostyak toron-iix), or of 
the dombra (Russ.; Ostyak nares-iix). The latter 
is said by the Ostyaks to be their original instru- 
ment, and indeed the five reindeer-sineAV strings of 
the nares-iix correspond to the five notes of the 
Tarnyn-ara melody. The Ostyaks of Konda call 
the toron-iix ‘ Ob music,’ and say that this instru- 
ment, in the form of a sAvan, and Avith nine metal 
strings, came to them from certain of their Ob 
neighbours. 

At the time of the Tamyn-ara the Ostyaks AA'ere 
composed of many small sovereignties, each Avith 
a chief, living in a settlement, village, or perhaps 
small toAA'n. They Avere all united into a con- 
federacy, AA’ith a chief (yor, ur, icrt) over all the 
other chiefs. His sulfieots Avere knoAvn as mygdat- 
yalcs, ‘ earth-people,’ for they lived in half-under- 
ground dAvelhngs ; there Avere also slaves — tey-ort, 

‘ man-slaA'e,’ and tey-ney or ort-ncy, ‘ Avoraan-slave.’ 
The chief Avas identified Avith the hero {nrt). 

Their legends say that after the Russian con- 
quests the Ostyak heroes Avere taken by the gods 
up to the sky, and there they live as holy men ; 
the Ostyaks bring sacrifices to them even noAV. 

4. Religion. — (a) Gods and spirits. — Many of the 
Ostyaks huA’c since 1715 belonged officially to the 
Russian Orthodox Church, but this has not in- 
fluenced their shamanist beliefs and practices to 
any great extent, and in the Berezov and Taz Dis- 
tricts they are even officially still classed as pagan. 

The dualistic division of gods and spirits is very 
strongly marked. The chief gods are represented 
by anthropomorphic figures, or sometimes ny stones 
of peculiar shape. These are seldom kept in their 
tents ; there are special places for them, usually 
among the hills and mountains. Near these sanc- 
tuaries there is usually a shaman (medicine-man), 
Avho looks after the image of the god, Avhose special 
protection he enjoys Avhile he is performing his 
shamanistio ceremonies. AU the propiitiatoiy cere- 
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monies take, the form of sacrifices to the gods, 
either of objects, especially of dresses, Avhich are 
put on the figure one on the top of another,, or 
sometimes of blood-sacrifices, consisting in the 
killing of animals and the smearing of the lips of 
the figure Avith their blood. Each god has his 
special sphere of influence. 

There are three great gods common to all the 
Ostyaks — ^Yeman’ gnyem, called by some Yega-tei- 
igenen, ‘ the old man from the mouth of the Ob ' ; 
the goose-god ; and the god of the Konda. 

The descriptions of ‘ the old man from the mouth 
of the Ob’ are someAA'hat confused. Sometimes he 
is the god of all fish (according to the Ostyaks, aU 
the fish in creation live in the Ob and its tribu- 
taries) ; every season the first catch of fish is sacri- 
ficed to him, and many other sacrifices of animals 
or various objects are placed on the spot Avhere he 
lives, the cape at the mouth of the Ob Avhich bears 
hia name, in order to secure good Aveatlier and 
divert unfavourable winds. The god of river- 
fertility, he also shoAVS the Avay to travellers in 
Avinter, for he keeps fires burning {aurora borealis) 
during the Avinter darkness. He does not, how- 
ever, ahvays inhabit the mouth of the Ob ; every 
alternate three years he spends at the mouth of 
the Irtysh. Thus it seems that the Ostyaks, by 
moving him from place to place, hope to secure his 
patronage for both rivers. His figure is made of 
driftAvood, Avith eyes of glass and breast of plated 
gold. He also has small metal horns. His first 
garment is of ‘ Avorms’ skin,’ above Avhich he Avears 
a large number of diflerent dresses Avhich have 
been offered to him as sacrifices. One detail 
suggests that this old man of the mouth of the 
Ob and the Irtysh may be derived from the hero 
Avho once lived among the Ostyaks, and whose 
deeds are recorded in their songs — be is ahvays 
represented AAuth a boAv and arroAvs and a sliield. 
The chief good god of the Vognls, Kors-Torum, 
and his son Yanykh-Torum, are never represented 
Avith Aveapons. Nobody may hunt or shoot near 
the place Avhere the image of Yeman’ gnyem is 
kept, or take Avater from the river near by, or 
pitch a tent in the neighbourhood, except the 
shaman who looks after the god. 

The goose-god is the protector of all birds— i.e. 
the birds of the river Ob. His figure resembles a 
goose, and is made of copper and clothed Avith 
many sacrificial garments. He lives in the Byelo- 
gorsk hills near the Ob, and the shaman Avho looks 
after him also looks after the nest in Avhich he 
lives, made of pieces of skin, fur, and cloth. 

About the god of the Konda Ave knoAv very little. 
_ The chief destructive god is Tam, god of Avar) 
sickness, bad Aveather, and everything destractive 
to life. This god is usually represented as a 
female ; her full name is Ey-vet’ne kimtaran, 
‘double Tam Avith one face.’ She is also the 
ersonification of flames of fire. Of a man who 
as experienced great hardships the Ostyaks say 
that he has ‘seen the face of Tarn.’ 

In the northern part of the mouth of the Ob, to 
the north of the cibode of the good god, the pro- 
tector of Ob, lives a dark under-Avorld spirit some- 
times called by the Vogul name Kul Odyr. Tim 
dark spirits dependent on him are knoAA'n os wenim 
(Vogul). 

Some of the heroes of the old Ostyak folk-songs 
are believed to have gone, after their death, to the 
sky, and to live there in the form of iron avoIa’cs 
(luirt yevra), and, since the Ostyaks no longer 
make Avar for themselves, these heroes are noAv 
imagined as destroying the enemies of the Russians, 
the allies of the Ostyalcs. 

Besides these great pods, each Ost3'ak tent bos 
a lesser famOj’-god. Mj’stical propertie.? are pos- 
sessed by the sAvan and the goose among birds and 
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-by the bear among animals, but by none more 
prominently than the bear. After a bear has been 
killed, his body is placed on the ground and the 
people dance round it, saying : 

‘ We did not want to kill you, we are not to be blamed. The 
Russiana have beaten the iron for the arrow-heads and the wing 
of the arrow we received from Eagle Father." 

( 6 ) The soul . — The Ostyaks believe that man is 
composed of the body, its shadow, and its soul. 
Aiter death the soul, with the characteristic in- 
dividuality of the man, is reborn in some baby of 
the same clan, while the shadow goes to the under 
world, and there lives another life similar to the 
life that it lived on the earth. 

(c) Shamanism . — The office of shaman is not 
necessarily hereditary. The shaman chooses a 
successor, male or female. When the spirits pass 
into the newly-chosen shaman, he has to suffer 
both physically and mentally. He is recognized 
as a shaman when he knows how to deal Avith the 
dark spirits. The shaman’s costume is very similar 
to that of the Samoyedic shaman, and is made of 
reindeer-hide Avith many metallic jingles. At one 

E oint in his incantations the shaman must have 
is face covered Avith a piece of cloth. The drums 
of the Ostyak shamans differ from the type used 
by the other natives along the Yenisei in being 
round instead of oval. 

II. Ostyaks of the Yenisei or Yeniseians. 
—I. Ethnology. — According to Castren,* the Yen- 
iseians belon" to the Indo-Chinese linguistic group, 
and their only relatives in Siberia Avere the not 
long extinct Arine, Kotte, and Assane. In physical i 
type the Ostjmks of the Yenisei differ from their 
neighbours in the fact that none of the latter, 
namely the Tunguses, Ugrian Ostyaks, Samoyeds, 
and Yakuts, are so decadent or have such mixed 
blood in their veins, so that the latter tribes haAm 
a more characteristic racial type. 

The Ostyaks of the Yenisei Avere from the 7th 
cent, under Turkic and Uigur influence ; then came 
the Mongols in the I3th cent., Avhile, since the 
beginning of the 17th, Russian influence has over- 
ridden all others. Hence it is no Avonder that their 
present physical type is different from Avhat it Avas 
in pre-Turkic times. It is supposed, though not 
proved, that they are descendants of the old Dinlin 
(Ting-ling) people aa’Iio, together Avitli the Usuni 
and the Khakas (Kirghiz), Avere, according to the 
Chinese annals (Radloff,^ Bichurin®), of fair com- 
plexion, fair hair, and blue eyes. Of these three 
peoples Ave can trace so far only the Khakas, Avho 
in the 7th cent, took the name of Kirghiz, and 
came under the domination of the Turkic tribe 
Tiukiu (called by the Chinese Tchili, Dili, or Tele), 
Avhose language and script they adopted on the 
pisanitsy (pictographs), and later of the northern 
Uigur (called by the Chinese Kao-tche). In 970 
the Khakas Avere strong enough to subdue the 
Uigur, but in the 13th cent, they could not stand 
against the Mongols. Yet the latter did not 
subdue them for any length of time, and, after 
fighting for about a quarter of a century against 
the Russians, Avhose conquests they could not 
check, most of them migrated to the other side of 
the Sayan mountains to the steppes of S. Mongolia. 
The rest Avere merged in the Turkic and Mongolia 
people of the Minusinsk country. 

All this has been traced partly from Chinese annals and partly 
from the old Khakas pisanilsy from the Orkhon valley and the 
Minusinsk country', which have been deciphered by T. Thomsen 
and Radloff.'i It may be supposed that the Dinlin tribe Avas 
similar to that of the Khakas-Kirghiz, but the link between 


1 ii. 2S1, iv. 87. " Aus Sibirien, i. 123 f., 130. 

3 Sobranye svyedenii o narodakh ohitayitshcJiikh, 1. 443. 

4 Thomsen, ‘ D6chiffrement des inscriptions de I’Orkhon et de 
I'lcnisei," Duff. Ae. Science, Copenhagen, 1894, pp, 1-15, ‘In- 
scriptions de I’Orkhon,’ Mimoires de la Soe. Finno-Ougrienne, 
V. [Helsingfors, 1894] 17 ; Kadloff, Die alltilrkischen Inschriften 
der Mongolei, pp. 426-503. 


them is missing. One of the oians of the Kyzyl ‘Tatars’— Shin 
— is said to be of YenisebOstyaU origin. 

The present Yeniseians have lighter hair than 
the daik broAvn or black hair of the Samoyeds, 
Ugrian Ostyaks, and Tunguses, and blue eyes are 
also found ; but this must rather be ascribed to an 
admixture of Russian blood. The name by Avhicli 
they call themselves, according to Novicki,* is 
Tindigyet, according to Castrdn,® Kanasket (derived 
probably either from the river Kan or from the 
river Ulukan), Avhile V. I. Anuchin,® Avith Avhom 
the present Avriter’s OAvn observation agrees, say* 
that they use for themselves the name Din (‘people^ 
According to Radloff,^ the still existing tribe of 
Koibal, living on the right side of the middle 
Abakan, or th^e greater part of them, are of Yen- 
iseian (Yenisei-Ostyak) origin, Avhile Kai Donner,® 
the student of the Samoyedic and Finnic languages, 
believes them to be Tatarized Samoyeds, AA-ho one 
hundred years ago spoke Samoyedic, like the nearly 
extinct Kamashints (Kamajenil), a few of Avhom 
still live in the Kansk District. 

2 . Material and social culture. — ^All the Ostyaks 
of the Yenisei live along the rivers, grouped into 
seven clans of unequal size, and are fishermen, 
usually Avorking for one of the Russian traders. 
Their hunting and trapping also are limited to the 
area in the neighbourhood of the river. A small 
number of them possess reindeer, and consequently 
lead a really nomadic life ; others have adopted a 
more settled mode of life, never, hoAvever, living 
long in one place. Demoralized, Aveak, unhealthy, 
fond of alcohol and tobacco, like all the natives, 
they are yet kind-hearted, and, as a rule, honest; 
they are, on the Avhole, the most hopelessly de- 
generate of all the tribes of the Yenisei region. 

In their social life they have preserved very few 
of their old customs connected Avith birth, death, 
or marriage, although one of the old customs still 
enforced is that of avoidance of father- and mother- 
in-laAV. In their religion, on the other hand, 
although they are all officially reckoned as 
members of the Russian Orthodox Church, they 
have remained comparatively faithful to their old 
traditions. 

3 . Religion. — The gods of the Yeniseians may 

be grouped in tAvo classes. _ ... 

(a) The benevolent gods. — ^The highest kind god 
is Ess, Avhose duties are someAvhat vaguely de- 
scribed, as is the people’s relation to him. No one 
ever saiv him, for he lives above the seventh sky. 
He does not take part in human affairs ; only once 
a year, on the longest day of spring, he makes a 
revicAV of the earth and the stars. The people 
celebrate this day with feasting, during Avhich 
Avomen dance an erotic dance. This celebration 
has no direct connexion Avith Ess as an anthr^o- 
raorphic god, but, since the sky is also called Ess, 
it may be a ceremony connectea AA’ith sky-AVorship, 
on his special day of the year. 

Next to Ess they put Tomam (am, mother j. 
She lives among the rocks of the far south, and is 
very beautiful and kind. Every spring she ascends 
a high rock on the coast of the Yenisei and slialces 
her hands over the river ; from her sleeves tall 
doAA-ny feathers, Avhich change, AA’hile floating to 
the river, into geese, SAvans, and ducks ; these ny 
nortliAA'ards to the Yeniseians. She is the personi- 
fication of the Avarm and fertile south. 

Besides these tAvo most important, there are 
some other less important deities. Such are tne 
eskyns, the servants of Ess ; in winter they 
fire buniing in the sky (aurora borealK), to see by 
its light Avhat the bad goddess Khosadara JS domg 
in her dark northern region. Some of the mythic 
1 p. 7. ‘ >'■ 281- 

8 deliork shamanstva u TenUseyskikh OUyakov, p. 37. 

4 Avs Sibirien, i. 209. 

5 in a private communication to the wriier. 
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persons, such as Alba, the hero defender of the 
country, -who^ had to struggle with Khosadam for 
the TOKe of his nation, rise also to the dignity of 
deities who live in the three skies nearest to the 
earth. .Alba is expected to return to the earth 
when the Yeniseians need him very much. 

The other mythical person who is worshipped is 
Dokh, the greatest _ shaman of all time, and the 
law-maker. ‘So said Dokh,’ is the usual end of 
songs, legends, and proverbs. Dokli cannot return 
to the earth till his ulvei, the most important of 
his souls, is freed from the power of Khosadam by 
the hero Alba.^ 

(i) Malevolent powers . — The Yeniseians are, on 
the whole, more occupied with struggles against 
bad powers than with the worship of good ones. 
Chief of these bad spirits is Khosadam, who was 
Dnce the wife of Ess, but left him, together with 
nei servants, and went to live with the moon, IClryp 
(i.e. ‘grandfather’). Ess punished her by throw- 
ing her do-\vn to the earth, where she now symbol- 
izes cold, darkness, sterility, disease — everything 
bad that can happen to men. To punish the 
moon. Ess made him serve man, for whom he 
divides the time and also foretells the weather. 
Khosadam is personified as having decajdng eyes, 
dishevelled hair, and animal paws; her servants, 
hyns or selkyns, are black birds with hooked beaks. 
Khosadam once lived in the southern Yenisei, but 
was driven to the north by the hero Alba, since 
her presence disturbed the peace of the Yeniseians. 
As the Yeniseians advanced northwards, pushed by 
some ‘ people from the mountains,’ Alba drove 
Khosadam still further north to the ' dead island,’ 
where no one can touch her ; ‘ even a Russian 
cannot thaw her ice.’ “ No animals except fishes 
(which have no soul) are at her disposal. 

Less evil but still mischievous is Dototam, who 
owns the mountains. In spite of the ending of the 
name, Dototam is a masculine being, personified 
by night-birds, who frighten people with their 
screaming, aud have the bat as their best friend. 
As long as men do not look for his home Dototam 
is not harmful. 

According to V. I. Anuchin,* the Ostyaks of the 
Yenisei believe also in spirits of the forest, and of 
water, and in the daughters of the latter ; the 
conceptions of all these resemble the Russian con- 
ceptions of the owners of forest and water. These 
spirits were sent down to earth at the same time 
as Khosadam. Lityss, the spirit of the forest, has 
fur like a bear, and leaves tracks like a reindeer. 

In every tent there is also the spirit protector of 
the household (alalt), who looks after the people at 
night when they are asleep. _ This alalt is friendly, 
but there are also alalt of wind, and of mice, who 
are harmful. As protection against these their 
figures are carved and thrown into the river. 

(c) The soul. — Every man, according to the 
philosophy of the Y eniseians, has seven souls. All 
animals except fishes h.ave one soul, and the bear 
has two, one an animal soul {kontol], the other the 
soul life possessed by men also {vlvci). Man gets 
most of his souls from his mother, who again 
acquires them in the course of eating plants and 
animals before the child is born. His chief soul, 
ulvci, he gets from outside after he is born. The 
ulvci is personified ns a minute man, and its 

icture is always represented on a shaman’s coat. 
Ian’s souls are situated in his head and heart, but 
the ulvci is outside the man, though near him. 
AVhen the ulvci is sick, his condition reflects on the 
man, and tiie shaman has to find and cure the 
ulvci, and occasionally to fight to free it from 
the power of the bad spirits. 

(d) Death. — ^M’hen Khosadam eats the ulyti, the 
man dies. But Alba often appears and frightens 

r V. I. Anocltin, p. 7. 3 /fc. p. 6. s /t. p. o. 


Khosadam so much that her bowels are relaxed 
and oll the souls are set free. A good shaman can 
achieve the same result. The souls are immortal. 
In olden days man also was immortal. It is owing 
to the dog that people die now. 

* Long ago when the first old man died, people were weeping, 
BO Esb sent to them a dog with the message that they must not 
be afraid, but must wrap the old man up in grass and put him 
up in a tree. But the dog cheated them, and toid them to burj- 
the dead man in the ground. Since then all men die, and the 
dog was punished b}' being left to live on the earth and cat 
human excrement 't (this is the habit ol dogs in the north). 

After the death of the man his souls go one after 
another to the seven underground caves, where 
are neither sun nor stars, and where in a river a 
special kind of fish lives, but where only one land- 
animal, the mammoth, lives. From there the 
souls return to the earth, entering animals or 
plants before returning to man. The ulvci, how- 
ever, can go only to the bear. When the bear feels 
the moment of death approaching, he goes to his 
cousin, man, and asks him to free the ulvci. The 
man kills the bear, and then makes a little image 
of the man-bear which he places on some tree. By 
this act the soul of the bear is freed. 

(e) Burial — At the present time the Ostj-aks of 
the Yenisei bury their dead in accordance with tho 
Russian Church regulations; i.e., the)- dig the 
grave in the earth, and carry the dead man in 
a sleigh or in a canoe with his head turned to 
the front. But in olden days they used to cut a 
piece out of a tree, lay their dead in the cavity, 
and then force the piece back into its original 
position. 

(/) Animal-ioorship. — Although the Ostyaks of 
the Yenisei live almost exclusively on fish, tliere is 
no rfile for fish, as there is none for insects, in their 
shamanistic conceptions. Of trees the birch is 
connected with shamanism, of flowers the red lily, 
concerning the origin of which there is the legend 
that it is a drop of the blood of the hero Alba, shed 
when he was coming from the north after a severe 
fight with Kliosadam. Although there are no 
reptiles north of the Middle Tunguska, the serpent 
{tilch), which is the servant of Khosadam, is very 
often represented. The bat and the mole {lya) are 
also symbols of black magic. The eagle, tho 
diver, the swan, the bear, the reindeer, and tho red 
squirrel are symbols of white magic. 

[g) Idea of the universe . — To the Ostyaks of the 
Yenisei the earth is flat, surrounded by seven seas ; 
above it there are seven skies, and beneath seven 
underground worlds. All these have to be repre- 
sented on the shaman’s drum. Each of the skies 
has a lire burning — the sun — and also the moon. 
'The Bear constellation is called Kay, i.e. ‘elk.’ 
The four stars of the constellation are the feet of 
the elk, the other three stars represent the hunters. 
The first star represents the Tunguses, the second 
the Ostyaks of the Yenisei, _ and the third the 
Russians. By means of this constellation the 
Ostyaks of the Yenisei divide tho seasons of 
the year. Orion is called Seld, and is said to be 
the head of a reindeer which belonged to the hero 
Alba. Fire is still respected, though no longer 
worshipped ; no dirt must be thrown into the fire, 
nor must it be touched with a knife. 

(A) The shaman . — ^There may be distingnisbed 
tw'o kinds of shamans, dark and liglit, the latter 
being the more numerous. The dark medicine- 
man, or woman, is called nikkor, or banoket, ' man 
from tho ground.’ The smith also is supposed to 
have a certain amount of supernatural black power. 
In the tent of the black shaman skins of the mole 
or the bat are always to be found hanging from 
the tent-pole. These people shamanize only during 
the dark nights. They can send a man a disease, 
but they can also, as well as the white shaman, 
’ V. 1. Anuchin, p. 12. 
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cure it, and foretell the future ; but, while perform 
ing their magic ceremonies, they would address 
Khosadam as their mistress. Not very much is 
known about the way in udiich they are prepared 
for their otRce. The white shaman, or Benin 
(feminine scnim), receives the shamanistic power 
from father or motlier. When they start tlieir 
period of preparation, they are called dadii, 
‘chosen.’ During the first year the shaman is 
called khyny-senin, ‘little shaman.’ For this 
period he possesses only the drum-stick as the 
instrument used during incantations. The next 
year he is called scnin, and is given the ceremonial 
head-band and apron, and a new drum-stick. 
Later a drum is made for him. Most of the 
shamans are senin till the end of their lives ; only 
exceptional shamans, who are now dying out, are 
ka-senin, and possess two drums. 

The full shamanistic costume consists of boots, apron, a head- 
band or a crown, coat, gloves, drum with drum-stick, and staff, 
all of them prepared by other people, not by the shaman him- 
self, and ornamented with ei’mbolio figures. 

The first sjunbol of the shaman's dignitj’, and one of the 
most important, is the drum-stick, called khat-hull, ‘ the feet of 
the drum,’ or donamas-bull, ‘the third leg.’ Sometimes the 
Yeniseian shamans compare the drum-stick to a whip, and use 
it M such when riding on their imaginary travels. Sometimes 
it is used as well as the shaman’s staff to fight the spirits with. 
The drum-stick is used not only for striking the drum, but also 
for foretelling the future, for which purpose the shaman’s staff 
or the domestic god, or alalt, is also used. The drum-stick is 
used for curing sickness by rubbing it over the part affected. 
One side of it is covered with fur, the other is divided into black 
side (the earth) and red side (the sky), and on the margin of the 
two is a metal figure of a snake. 

The head-band or crown, both called settdadt/, the apron 
(fciiti), the coat (kat or yelen), as well as the boots and garters, 
have as one of the neoessarj' ornaments figures of people and of 
the male and female sexual organa separately (byss and Itus). 
The crown is made of a few plates of iron, a circular knife pro- 
jects from the front of it, and reindeer horns from the top of it. 
The latter, which symbolize the speed with which the shamans 
move on their imaginary journeys, are to be seen also on 
the shaman's coat. The knife helps the shaman to cut bis rvay 
through the clouds. The figures on the apron represent din, 
‘people,’ whether in human form or only the sexual organs of 
both sexes ; others are heroes and good spirits. In the middle 
of the apron there is a face of Dokh, the traditional great 
shaman, and above him two representations of the sun and 
moon. On the shaman's boots there are drawings of trees and 
stars just under the knee, showing how high the shaman can 
rise, leaving the stara on a level with his knees. As a symbol of 
the steadiness of the shaman's legs, long irons hang on the 
boots in the form of bears’ and human bones. And, to strengthen 
his legs still more, these figures, while being made, are kept for 
a long time in a salted liquid. Then the shaman can easily walk 
in the stony underground mountains. The spirit of the wind is 
represented by a human figure, to symbolize the speed of the 
shaman’s movements, and the image of an eagle’s claw helps 
him to catch and destroy the evil spirits. 

The drum (khass or khasn) is round in terra, and on the upper 
side, which is covered with reindeer-hide, sjunholio pictures are 
painted in red ochre, expressing the idea of the universe of this 
people. In the middle there is a picture of a shaman, the sun, 
and the moon, and from the shaman’s head five rays branch out, 
on each of which a bird is sitting. This signifies the shaman’s 
thoughts, winging their way forth with the speed of a bird’s 
flight. Kound these pictures there are dots indicating the seven 
seas, and on the lower part of the drum there is a prominent 
portion of the surface without figures. This indicates the hole 
in the earth, bandakan, through which the shaman communi- 
cates with the underground world. On the inner side of the 
drum metallic jingles represent the spirits which serve the 
shaman during his incantations. Every time the shaman 
receives a new drum the number of spirit symbols increases. 
The five iron bars across the drum, from which the images of 
the spirits are hung, are called uunsin, ‘a place to sit on,’ and 
the wooden handle of the drum, which is found on the inner 
eide, in the middle, is protected by an iron bracelet called 
khynein, to prevent the shaman’s hand from coming into contact 
with the powerful spirits. To the wooden bar on both sides of 
the handle several metal figures of birds are attached ; these 

are, first, the two- ’ ' ' ho taught the first 

shaman, Dokh, hi . . the swan, called 

‘ white bird of the ' ' at the service of 

Ess; the remaining uiree onus lepit-jum. ^..ers (bit), w^o are 
sent by the shaman as messengers to Khosadam. That is why 
the diver’s crj' is so plaintive, and why the divers come in such 
numbers when they hear the shamanistic ceremonies being per- 
formed. (The divers generally follow any human gathering, in 
•expectation of the remnants of food that will he thrown away.) 
Dn the inner side of the drum frame more pictures are painted, 
■of men, dogs, or reindeer, a chum (tent), and sundry domestic 
utensils. 

It is considered a very bad omen for the shaman if the cover 


of the drum breaks during the ceremony: in ancient times tbs 
shaman had to be killed after such an occurrence ; now he is 
supposed to lose his shamanistic power. After the shaman’s 
death it is obligatory to make a hole in the cover of the drum. 

Upon the shaman’s staff (tanks) seven human faces are carved • 
sometimes the lower part of the stick has the shape of two feet’ 
The shaman uses his staff while shamanizing, and, if' he has no 
access to a drum, he can even shamanize with the staff and the 
drum-stick. The shaman’s staff is made of iron, and, when iron 
IS lacking, of wood. It is broken at his death and the upper 
part of it is placed upon his grave. 

The shaman’s coat, made out of reindeer-skin with the hair 
cut short, has a triangular form roughly resembling a bird’s 
wing, and is open at the front. Only a great shaman has a coat, 
and he then usuallj' has also an assistant. The symbolic figures 
on the coat are very much the same as on the apron, and as a 
matter of fact it is very seldom that both are used, and the 
apron is more frequently met with than the coat, since the 
coats have generally been confiscated by the Russian Orthodox 
priests. One of the most prominent figures is the eagle, having 
round his neck a circle representing the serpent. The serpent is 
the servant of the bad spirits, and, as the shaman must not 
address these bad spirits directly, he does so through the eagle, 
who asks the advice of the serpent. Different metallic figures on 
the coat again represent the universe. A metallic disk represents 
the earth, with seven holes meaning the seven seas. Another 
disk represents the Milky Way, called by the Yeniseians ‘Alba’s 
Way,’ after their hero. Yet another disk represents the Bear 
constellation, called by the Yeniseians the ‘ Elk.’ There is one 
representation of the shaman’s sun, which assists him when he 
wanders in the underground regions, and another of our sun. 
At the tail of the coat hangs a little human figure which is the 
ulvei, the chief soul of the shaman. It is considered very 
unlucky to lose this figure. On both sides of the coat there are 
eight metal straps called ‘ ribs.’ After the shaman’s death the 
metal parts of the coat are kept by his successor, while the 
coat itself is hung on a pole at his grave. 

The actual shamanistic performances are very 
similar in type among all the natives of N. Siberia 
(the Ostyaks of N. Siberia include the Ugrian Ost- 
yaks and the Ostyaks of the Yenisei), and. any one 
who has once seen a shamanistic ceremony and re- 
ceived an explanation of it can follow quite easily the 
ceremonies of a totally diflerent tribe, even though 
ignorant of their language. 'VYith some varia- 
tion and addition, there are several chief points 
which appear in all the ceremonies ; the wander- 
ing of the shaman to the upper and lower worlds, 
his struggle or merely argument xvith the spirits 
upon whom the fate of the man for whom the cere- 
monies are being performed depends, the return of 
the shaman, and the communication to the man of 
the result of his interview with the spirits, some- 
times also the foretelling of the future of various 
people present at the ceremony. 
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OUDH. — See United Provinces. 


OUT-CASTES (Indian). — i. The out-castes 
of the early Hindu period.— Caste, in the form 
which it exhibits at present, is an institution of 
comparatively recent origin (see art. Caste, vol. 
iii. p. 234 f.). The true out-castes, therefore, as 
we now observe them in India, did not exist in tlie 
early Hindu period. But, as the Indo- Aryans con- 
solidated their power in N. India, with the growth 
of Brahman ascendancy, the theory of the personal 
purity of the dominant tribes came to he "enerally 
accepted. It was held that one region riiould be 
regarded as specially pure. 

‘ That land created by the gods, which lies between the two 
divine rivers Sarasvati and Dpshadvati, the (sages) call Brahma- 
varta. The custom handed dcwn in regular succession (since 
time immemorial) among the (four chief castes [varpa]) and the 
mixed (races) of that country, is called the conduct ot virtuous 
men ’ (iajys of ilfanu, ii. 17 f. [SBE xxv. (18S6) 32p. 

The races residing beyond this sacred pale were 
knoivn to the Hindus by different titles. 

(a) The Mlechchha . — ^First come the Mlechchha, 
or barbarians. 

•That land where the black antelope naturally roams, one 
must know to be fit for the performance of sacrifices ; (the 
tract) different from that (is) the country of the Mleohcbhas 
(barbarians) ‘ (ib. ii. 23). 


There is uncertainty about the modern meanmg of 
the word ‘ Mlechchha.’ Manu contrasted Aryas 
with Mleclichhas, the latter living in a different 
country and speaking a different language. The 
land of the Aryas was the region between the 
Himalayas and the Vindhya mountains ; outside 
this lay the country' of the Mlechchha, or bar- 
barians, i.e. mostly the aboriginal races. 

‘According to this definition, the Deccan was comprised in 
the llleehchha country, but other writers, such as VaSishtba, 
Imposed no such limitations. In classical works the natives of 
the west were called MIechohhas, but not those to the east or 
north. Tlie Chinese, Burmese and other eastern nations are 
never spoken of as Mleohohhas, but the Muhammadans are 
often BO described. In modern Bengali the word “ Mlechchha” 
is a term of abuse for those who do not adopt the rules of 
cleanliness (fichdra) of the Hindus. In other words, it has lost 
and distinguishes Hindus on the basis 
. ■ ■ ■ ■ .is still used ns a designation for 

■ . . gjfg gQnje difference of opinion 

■ 1 applied to such races as the Chinese 

and Japanese. On the whole, the general view appears to be 
that the term is confined to the western notions. While those 
who go to Europe and America ore liable to excommunication, 
voyages to China and Japan involve no such penalties’ (Census 
of India, 1911, Bengal Report, i. 229 f.). 

It may also be remarked that in the more recent 
law literature the term received a more liberal 
interpretation. It was provided that, if a Ksatriya 
or other Hindu king defeated the Mlechchha and 
reduced them to the rank of Cliandiila, that is to 
say, forced them to join the lowest grade of the 
Hindu social system, that country became fit for 
sacrifice {Mamihhashiya, ii. 23, in lA xli. [1912] 
76). On the whole, the word ‘Mlechchha’ gener- 
ally seems to connote speakers of the western 
languages, like the KapSv ^apBapotpiivoiv of Homer 
(H. ii. 867). 

{^) 27ic Hasyi/.— The second class of aliens was 
that of the dark-coloured indigenous races which 
resisted the advance of the Aryans. They were 
known as Dasyii, ‘ destroyers of the good,’ Baksasa, 
-^nasa, ‘noseless.’ 

black complexion, ferocious aspect, barbarous habits, 
™ j savage yells ol the Dasyus, and the sudden 

■JLn j S w-hich, under the cover of the impenetrable 

obscurity of night, thev would make on the 
naturilly lead the latter to 
iFvn figurative language of an imagina- 

stages of oiriliKition, as ghosts or 
conceive of their hidden assailants as 
§av\l^ f T ®“8c''b'iman powers, or as headed by 

Uevils (J. Muir, Ong. Saniint Texts, li. [1860] 409 f.). 


Modem Hindu writers of the S. Indian school, 
who oppose the theory of Aryan ascemi.mcj’, 
regard the contrast between the Arya and tfie 
Dasa, or Dasyn, ms a question of cult and not of 
race, Arya meaning a worshipper of Indra and 
Agni, and Dasa, or Dasyn, either demons opposed 
to Indra or people that worshipped tliese demons 
(P. T. Srinivas Iyengar, Xi/e in Ancient India in 
the Age of the Mantras, Madras, 1912, p. 11 ff). 

(c) The Siidra and the Chanddla.—When we 
come to the period of the law-books, we find that 
the Sudra are subjected to various disabilities, 
and, in particular, are_ excluded from the right of 
connubium ivith the Aryas (Laws of Manu, iii. 
13-19, and passim). Below the 6 adra, but holding 
a definite place in the Aryan community, are the 
Chandala, objects of contempt and disgust. Manu 
regards the Chandala as the oflspring of a woman 
of high caste and a Sudra (ffi. x. 12 , 16). 

‘ A Chap()ala, a village pig, a cock, a dog. a menstruating 
woman, and a eunuch must not look upon the Brnhraaijas while 
they' eat* (ib, iii. 239). ‘The dwellings ot Cliapdalas and 
Svapachas [‘dog-cooking,’ ‘dog-feeder’] shall be outside the 
village, they must be made ApapStras [those who use vessels 
from which no one else will eat], and their wealth (shall be) 
dogs and donkeys. Their dress (shall be) the garments of the 
dead, (they shall eat) their food from broken dishes, black iron 
(shall be) their ornaments, and they must always wander from 
place to place. A man who fulfils a religious duty shall not 

I ■ ' . ' ■ ■ ■.■■■■. 

< ■ . ■ ■ . 


carry out the corpses (of persons) who have no relatives. . . . 
By the king's order they shall always execute the criminals, in 
accordance with the law, and they shall take for themselves 
the clothes, the beds, and the ornaments of (such) criminals’ 
(lb. X. 61-66). 

2 . The modern out-castes. — ^Tfie modern out- 
castes fall into two classes: ( 1 ) the menial, de- 
pressed tribes or castes, who occupy the degraded 
position which Manu assigns to the CliandRln, 
such as the Pom, Bhangi, or Chuhrh (gg.v.) of 
N. India, or the Pariah (g.v.) of Madrtw ; and (2) 
those who for some offence against Hindu social 
regulations have been expelled from their tribe or 
caste by the sentence of caste tribunal, loiown in 
N. India as the council of five members (pailchdvat). 
The common phrase for such expulsion in N. India 
is huggah pdni band kamd, implying that no 
member of the CTonp will smoke with him, or take 
water from his hands. In other words, he is boy- 
cotted, no caste-man ivill hold intercourse with 
him, and — perhaps the most serious of all penalties, 
in a land where the marriage of children is a re- 
ligions duty — he loses his rights of connubium and 
other caste privileges. The offences for which 
this penalty is prescribed vary in different parts of 
the country and among different castes and tribes, 
but the general system is the same throughout 
India. 

In Bengal a man is permanently expelled from taste for grave 
offences— c.p., il he knowingly and persistently partakes of 
food with, or drinks water from the hands ot, or smokes with, 
a man of lower caste, or marries a woman of lower caste and 
i refuses to put her away, *11113 extreme penalty has even been 
1 imposed when n man has married a woman ot bis own caste 
without or against the consent of her relatives. Adultery and 
enga'-ing in an occupation which is looked on as degrading arc 
sometimes punished in this way. Temporary out-casting is 
ordered as a punishment for less serious offences, and a suspect 
is frequently out-casted until he clears himself from a charge 
of violation of caste usage (Census of Judin. 3911, Bengal 
Report, i. 467, and see also United Provinces and Oudh Report, 
i. 337 ff., Panjab Report, i. 420ff., Baroda Report, i. 251 ff.). 

3 . Restoration to caste privileges.— In the case 
of temporary expulsion, restoration to caste privi- 
leges is secured by alriect submission to the caste 
council and by the infliction of various penalties. 

In Bihar the offender has to undergo prescribed penances, 
such ns going on a pilgrimage for an appointed period, bathing 
in the Ganges and swallowing some ol its sand, living on alms 
for a prescribed time, remaining dumb for a certain time, fasting 
or eating onlvone meal in the day, swallowing a mixture ot the 
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five products of the cow — cow-dung, cow’s urine, milk, curds, 
and ghl, or clariBed butter. Besides these punishmente there 
are rites of expiation {prayaiehilta), including sacrifice, worship 
of the gods, commonly of Satyanarayapa, making a gift of a 
cow, a heifer, cash, and cloth to the family priest, feeding 
Brahmans and presenting gifts to them, and giving a dinner to 
the caste-men (Census of India, 1911, Bengal Report, i. 461). 
In the case of the committal of one of the most serious offences, 
cow-killing, the offender has to measure his length on hands 
and knees along one bank of the Ganges, from the source to the 
sea, and to return in the same way along the other hank. 

/}. Pollution by the touch of out-castes. — ^The 
touch or even the shadow of an out-caste falling 
on a man of high caste causes pollution. 

In N. India, when a Pom or a Bhangi is called as a witness in 
a court of justice, the spectators draw in their skirts to avoid 
contact with him, and careful Hindus bathe after shaking 
hands with a European. In parts of the Panjah where the 
Hindu element is strong one of the unclean castes is not allowed 
to draw water from a public well used by high-caste Hindus. 
In such places Chuhras and Chamars have wells of their own. 
In other parts of the province a Hindu’s water- vessel is supposed 
to be polluted if an out-caste happens to stand on the well plat- 
form, or if his bucket-rope is still touching the sides of the well 
(Census of India, 1911, Panjab Report,!, illf.). This feeling 
is even stronger in S. India. The Nayadis, an out-caste tribe, 
pollute a Brahman if they come within the distance of 300 ft of 
him ; he is obliged to bathe, to renew his sacred thread, and to 
drink the five products (paiichagavyam) of the cow ; when these 
out-castes are passing by, they must announce their presence 
by shouting lest they cause pollution (L. K. Anantha Krishna 
Iyer, T/ie Cochin Tribes and Castes, Madras, 1009, i. 67). The 
approach of an Ulladan within a distance of 64 ft. pollutes Brah- 
mans and other men of high caste ; hence they are forbidden 
to use the public roads or enter bazaars (ib. i. 86). Vallans are 
obliged to announce their presence by shouting, and, if they 
visit a temple, they have to stand at a certain distance from the 
outer walls (ib. i. 260). In Bombay the touch or even the 
shadow of a Holeya or Oanarese Pariah is thought to defile (BQ 
xxiii. [1884] 214). In Khandesh a Brahman clerk will not let a 
Mahar touch his cart, nor will he take anything from his hands ; 
if the MahSr presents a paper, he has to throw it on the ground ; 
the clerk picks it up, and, when he returns it, he flings it to the 
Mahar, and will not hand it to him (ib, xii. [1880] 117). 

Even castes of menial status have similar prejudices. The 
Fulayans, themselves a cause of pollution, have to bathe five 
times and let a drop of blood flow from a finger in order to 
purify themselves after touching a Pariah; and the Kurio- 
chans, a low Jungle tribe, are polluted by the approach of i 
others of the same grade, and their women require water sancti- 
fied by a Brahman in order to purify themselves (L. K. Anantha 
Krishna Iyer, i. 86 ; E. Thurston, Castes and Tribes of S. India, \ 
Madras, 1909, iv. 126). Out-castes retaliate even on Brahmans. 
The Holeyas say that their quarter must undergo purification 
if a Brahman enters it ; otherwise ill will befall them. Pariahs 
also exclude Brahmans, and, should one of them enter their 
ward, water mixed with cow-dung is flung over his head, and 
he is driven out; in former times, in Mysore, it is said that he 
was beaten to death (Thurston, ii. 336 f., vi. 88). 

It is a mistake to believe that' these out-castes 
are conscious of their own degradation. 

All traditions represent the Pariahs as a caste which has come 
down in the world (Census of India, 1901, Madras Report, i. 172). 
Hence many of these tribes possess privileges which they ten- 
aciously assert. ' On certain days [in Madras) they may enter 
temples which at other times they must not approach. There 
are several important ceremonial and social observances which 
they are always called to inaugurate or take some share in, and 
which, indeed, would be held incomplete and unlucky without 
them ; and at particular seasons there is a festival much resembl- 
ing the classic Saturnalia, in which, for the time, the relation 
of slaves and masters is inverted, and the former attack the 
latter with unstinted satire and abuse, and threaten to strike 
work unless confirmed in their privileges ’ (M. J. tValhouse, JAl 
iv. [1876] 371). The Pariahs and Pulayans of Cochin cherish the 
memory of their former greatness, and regard themselves as the 
original owners of the soil; in some temples the Holeyas have 
the right of entry on three days in the year ; one of them sits 
beside the image of Siva on his elephant and fans the idol during 
the annual procession ; a Pariah annually performs the rite of 
the ‘sacred marriage,’ with Egathal, the tutelary goddess of 
Madras, and tics the marriage badge round the neck of her 
image ; Pariahs pull the idol cars at processions without caus- 
ing any pollution, and they are employed to decide boundar 3 ' 
disputes by walking along the line with pots of water on their 
heads (L. K. Anantha Krishna Iyer, i. 69 : Thurston, ii. 832, vi. 
83). 

This association of out-oastes with religious rites 
is based on the theory that they are autochthones, 
that they thus understand the proper modes of pro- 
pitiating the local godlings, and hence in many 

E arts of India they act as their priests. The same 
elief accounts for the fact that they are often 
called in to perform the rites of inauguration and 
investiture of a Raja of high caste, as in the ca.se 


of the Halbhs of the Central Provinces (A. E 
Nelson, Raipur Gazetteer, 1909, i. 102: cf. the 
customs of the BMl, ii. 654 f.). 

£. Measures of reform.— The attention of sym- 
pathetic Europeans has for a long time been 
attracted to the almost intolerable position of out- 
castes in India. 

W. Ward remarks that the rules of the .Sdsfras or Hindu religi- 
ous and social regulations regarding the Sudras of Bengal ‘are 
so unjust and inhuman, that every benevolent person must feel 
the greatest indignation at the Hindoo lawgivers, and rejoice 
that Providence has placed so great a portion of this people 
under the equitable laws of the British Government’ (A view of 
the Uistor]/, Literature, and Religion of the Rindoos\ Seram- 
pore, 1818, f. 68). J. A. Dubois writes; 'In fact, these Pariahs 
are the born slaves of India ; and had I to choose between the 
two sad fates of being a slave in one of our colonies or a Pariah 
here, I should undoubtedly prefer the former ’ (Hindu Manners, 
Customs, and Ceremonies’s, Eng. tr., Oxford, 1906, p. 49). 

Recent political agitation among the educated 
classes has aroused public attention to the problem 
of ‘ the untouchables,’ as they are popularly called, 
and their position is logically regarded as incom- 
patible with those theories of the freedom and 
equality of man which are in the air at present. A 
more practical reason has strengthened these con- 
siderations — the high-caste Hindu sees that many 
of them, in order to escape their degraded condi- 
tion, have sought relief by adopting Christianity 
or Islam. A movement to ameliorate their condi- 
tion has been recently started in W. India. 

‘ The attitude of the educated section of the higher castes 
towards the despised classes has, within the decade, undergone 
a remarkable change. Theosophists, Brahmo Samajists, Arya 
Samajists, Prarthana Samajists, high class Hindus and Christian 
missionaries are all taking an active interest in their welfare. 
The work of the Depressed Class Mission in Bombay and other 
arts of Western India is progressing. The untouchables are 
eing touched. The stigma is being removed. The first step 
has been taken, and there is no doubt that the movement now 
going on for their elevation is bound to succeed. In the Baroda 
State H. H. the Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad is a keen sympa- 
thiser with the lot of these poor people. Schools and Boarding 
Houses have been opened for their education. Dhed^ Bhangis 
and Ohamarscan now enter the precincts of Courts and Govern- 
ment Offices, like other castes, and even the public service is 
thrown open to them ’ (Census of India, 1911, Baroda Report, 
1. 282). 

Up to the present this movement has not made 
much progress in N. and S. India. It has to 
encounter the confirmed prejudices of a most con- 
servative priestly body, and, though it is probable 
that, the question once having been raised, their 
position may become less degraded than it is at 
present, it is premature to expect that the process 
of amelioration will be rapid, 

LttbratubjsI— This has been quoted in the article, 

W. Crooke. 

OUTLAW.— The extent of the area throughout 
which the social feelings of early man are operative 
differs in diflerent cases. In some instances they 
scarcely cross the threshold of his family -group, 
while in others they reach beyond the boundaries 
of his clan or even those of his tribe. To him the 
limits of the group, clan, or tribe seem to fo™ . 
the ring-fence of all possible social life, outside 
of which lies a world peopled by beings whom he 
fears and hates as his deadly enemies. Not only 
the welfare but the very existence of the com- 
munity of which he is a member depends on the 
maintenance of the peace wliich subsists within it- 
This peace is safeguarded by custom, which is 
accepted without question and without explana- 
tion as the only rule of conduct ; and custom is 
obeyed, in the first place, by reason of this accept- 
ance, and, in the second place, by reason of ttie 
conviction that some supernatural power, force, or 
influence udll bring disaster not only upon tiie 
man who disregards its bidding, but upon the com- 
munity to which he helongs._ It follows that who- 
ever breaks the peace commits an offence winch is 
at once secular and religious. Sometimes it is the 
former, sometimes it is the latter, element 
which primitive notions regarding the essentials 
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of criminality assign more importance.^ In both 
cases, however, the fate of such an e^nl-doer is 
the same. There is no place for him within the 
community which he has imperilled and polluted. 
He must be slain or expelled from the company of 
his fellows. 

Frequently expulsion results not only in the 
civil, but in the actual, death of the outcast. 

Amon^ the Masai, if a man ia convicted of a particular offence 
eeveral times, and constitutes himself a public nuisance, he is 
proclaimed an outlaw, his property is confiscated, he is turned 
away with blows from every settlement or village, and, unless 
he can find friends in some stranger tribe, he must die of starva- 
tfon.2 A similar fate awaits the Zulu who has committed a 
premeditated murder;* and in early Arabia a man who had 
killed one of his kindred was either put to death by his own 
people or became nn outlaw, forced to take refuge in an alien 
group.< In Albania the murderer’s house ia burned, his 
movables are confiscated, his immovables are made over to his 
victim’s representatives, and he and his famliy must flee the 
country.® In the Nissan Islands criminals are expelled from 
the rilfage or district to which they belong, and their houses 
and lands are forfeited;® the Seri Indiana outlaw any of their 
inembers who are guilty of habitual idleness, of associating 
with aliens, or of failing la certain of the tests imposed upon 
would-be bridegrootna.v Among the Wyandots it is the doty 
of every tribesman to kill the outlaw; and the Bedawin of 
9adramaut permit the slaying of the man who has been 
banished, after an interval of three days.® 

Sometimes a man will submit to outlawry rather 
than face the death whicli is the punishment of 

E ersistent disobedience to tribal custom, “ or will 
imself renounce his clansman’s rights and family 
ties in order to prosecute his vengeance the more 
readily.!® 

Sometimes an offender is outlawed for crimes 
committed upon persons other than the members 
of his group. 

Thus, among the Barca and Kuinina the cattle-thief who 
robs a friendly tribesman, and refuses to make the reparation 
which the elders of his own tribe have demanded of him, is 
expelled by his fellows, his dwelling Is broken up, his property 
is taken from him, and his friends and relatives must share in 
bis fate.U 

So, too, when the murderer of a member of a neighbouring 
tribe learns that an avenging expedition is on his track, if he 
takes to flight, he does so ‘ in the lull knowledge of being 
ostracised for ever.’!* 

We find instances in which the kindred of a 


1 See art. Law (Primitive) ; and J. G. Frazer, PsycMs Task, 
a SiseouTse concerning the Influence of Superstition on the 
Growth of Institutions, London, lfl09, p. 70 f., where the view 
is stated that the treatment of homicides was originally con- 
ceived as a purification ; and that it was when that purification 
took the form of laying the manslayer under restraint, banish- 
ing him from the country, or putting him to death in order to 
appease the victim’s ghost, that it became for all practical 
purposes indistinguishable from punishment. 

2 S. L. and H. Hinde, The Last of the ilasai, London, 1001, 

P'108. 

* J. Macdonald, ‘ Manners, Customs, Superstitions, and Be- 
llgions ol South African Tribes,’ JAI xx. [1801] 119. 

Robertson Smith, Kinship and Marriage in Early 
Arabia*, London, 1903, p. 26. , „ „ 

® K. Dareste, • Les anciennea Coutumes aibanaises,’ Nouveile 
Retntc hislorique de droit franyais el itranger, iv. [1903] 491. 

6 F. Sorge, ' Die Nissan Inseln im Bismarck Atchlpel,’ in 
S. R. Steinmetz, ReehtseerhdUnisse von eingeborenen yotkem 
in Afrika und Ozeanien, Berlin, 1903, p. 419. 

7W J McGee, ’The Seri Indians,’ J7 EBEW [1893], pt. 5. 
p. 278*. 

8 E. Westermarok, MI i. 178, citing J. IV. Poweli, ‘Wyandot 
Government,' 1 RDEW [1881], p. 03, and A. yon Wredc, Keise m 
Hadhramaut, ed. H. von Maltzan, Brunswick, 1870, p. 61. 

9E. M. Curr, The Australian Race, 4 vols., Melbourne, 
1886-87, i. 61 f. ; Spencer-Gillen*, p. 493. , ^ 

!® That is the case of the kenatma, among the Macusis and 
other tribes of British Guiana, He severs all ties of family and 
clan ; and from the moment when he leaves his village it is the 
duty of every one to slay him (B. Schomburgk, Rexsm in 
Brilisch Guiana in ISiO-lh, Leipzig, 1847—18, I. 158, 323R. ; 
E. F. im Thurn, Among the Indians of Guiana, London, I8e3, 
p. 329 ff. ; W. H. Brett, Indian Tribes of Guiana, do. 1808, 
p. 357 f.V 

AY. Munzin^r, Oslofrilcaninche Stiulifn^ Schaflhauscn, 186^, 


I* W. E. Roth, Ethnological Studies among the K. IT. Central 
Qxteensland Aborigines, Brisbane and London, 1897, p. 140. 
It may be that by 'ostracised’ Roth means no more than mere 
avoidance. Avoidance is a by no means infrequent punishment, 
and is in use, e.g,, among the Eskimos of Boothia Felix (John 
Ross, Appendix to the Karr, of a Second Voyage in Search of 
a Korth-U'esi Passage, London, 1835, p. HX 


I homicide escape responsibility for his crime by 
withdrawing their protection from him.! 

Among the Circassians on the Kuban, the man-slayer for 
whom his clan refuse to pay compensation, and whom they 
abandon to the vengeance of his victim’s representatives, must 
flee the country and wander a homeless fugitive (abrak), until 
he either makes his peace with the avengers or finds death at 
their hands.* 

Elsewhere the same principle is applied to the 
case of the son for whom his father has paid many 
fines,® and to that of the spendthrift for whose 
debts each branch of the family is legally liable. 
He is, says W. Marsden,^ sent forth as a deer to 
the woods, no longer to be considered as entitled 
to the privileges of society. It may he noted that 
to meet or have intercourse with an outlaw was 
regarded by the Babylonians as a sin.® 

In the early Aryan community death was the 
only penalty; and, if the criminal could not be 
taken, he was expelled from it, to be treated like 
a wild beast, and, like a wild beast, to be hunted 
down and slain.® This conception ruled in Vedic^ 
and Germanic® antiquity, and, in the opinion of 
Schrader, it underlies the drtgia® of the Greeks, 
which originally signified the position of the man 
who could be slain without penalty or payment or 
compensation.!® The case of the /lomo sacer was 
similar. Fallen under the wath of the gods, 
whom he had offended by his crime, he was ex- 
pelled from all human society ; his goods were 
confiscated, and it was open to any one to slay 
him. He was not a mere enemy, and, as such, 
without rights. He was an abomination in the 
sight of gods and men, to he shunned like a leper, 
and to be cast out to herd with tlie avild be.osts.!* 

In ancient Gaul refusal to submit to the judg- 
ments of the druids was punished with outlawry ; « 

1 Sec below as to outlawry among the Irish and Anglo- 
Saxons. 

* Stahl, cited by E. Kullsobcr, ‘ Untersuchungen fiber das 
primitive Strafrccht,’ EVRIV xvi. (19031 423. See also, regard- 
ing Caucasian tribes, the authorities cited by A. H. Post, 
Grundriss der ethnologischen Jurisprudenl, Oldenburg and 
Leipzig, im-06, 1. 352-354. 

® A. Trollope, S. Africa, London, 1878, ii. 301 (Kaffirs). 

4 The Hist, of Sumatra, London, 1783, p. 207. 

® See art. Erincs and MoRAtirr (Babylonian). 

6 O. Schrader, Reallexikon der indogermanisehen AUertums- 
kunde, Sirassburg, 1901, p. 835. 

r H. Zimmer, AUindisehes Leben, Berlin, 1879, p. 185. From 
the same root os pardvrj, the outcast of the Vedas, is ioniied 
a series ol terms, among which is the English ‘ wretch,' which 
clearly indicates what was the impression of the lot of the 
outlaw made upon the mind of primitive man (Schrader, loe. 
cit. ; cl. J. Gnmm, Dculseht Reehlsalterthiimert, Gottingen, 
1881, p. 3901.). 

8 See below. ® Sec art. Atisiia. 

10 Schrader, loe. cit. ; see also Crimks and PuKisnuENrs 
(Greek), §6 4 , 6(5). B. W. Leist(Crra:o.i(afi5c/is Rechtsgeschichte, 
Jena, 1884, pp. 3201., 331, 403) oliserves _that_ the Greeks dis- 
tinguished between xbotvr leovenos and iboros aKovotof. In tile 
former cose, when the homicide had fled beyond the reach ol 
the avenger, the community broke off all relations with him, as 
having brought pollution upon it and offended its gods. As in 
the case ol the Roman aguce et ignis interdictio, his flight was 
declared an ieoiivyla, upon which followed the confiscation of 
his property. In the latter case he must absent hiraselt from 
his country only until he has made his peace with the avenger 
and with the nngiy gods. See GIP, pt. iii.. The Eying God, 
London, 1911, p. 69 f. 

u R. von Ihering, Geisi des romischen Rechts, 1.4, Leipzig, 
1878, p. 279 ff. This condition was the consequence not of all 
but of certain specified crimes — ill-treatment of parents, the 
betrayal of a client by his patron, and the plougliiiig up ol 
ancient boundary-stones; and to these the later law added 
certain other offences. Ihering observes that banishment was 
noth punishment, but a means of escaping punishment which 
the Romans left open to the accused until Judgment. The 
community, to free itself of all responsibility to the gods, must 
renounce ail intercourse with the outcast. This was the 
meaning of the agucc el ignis interdictio. It was not mere 
political banishment, but operated as a purification. Fire and 
water are the emblems of purity, and were employed in every 
act constituting or representing a religious union— e.g., sacri- 
fice, marriage, the making of a treaty, etc.— and lliey were 
denied to the criminals, not in order to signify a refusal of the 
necessities of life, hut as symbols of the purity of the common 
life, which he would sully by his use (it. p. 2SS), See a1.«o 
Crimes and Pdnisuments (RomanX 
!2C!Esar, de Bell. Gall, vi, 13; see Crimes and Pcnishuents 
(C eltic). 
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and in the laws of early Ireland the outlaw is de- 
fined, and the conditions are prescribed by compli- 
ance with which his family could be exonerated 
from his guilt, and subject to which he could he 
slain with impunity, ^ 

Among the Germanic peoples outlawry in its 
oldest form may be described as expulsion from 
human society to keep company with the beasts of 
the forest. The outlaw was named ‘the wolf’ 
(xoargus), and was to be treated as the wolf, the 
enemy of human kind. He could be slain by any 
one without penalty, and, frequently, a price was 
set upon his head.® But, unless caught red-handed, 
his life was safe until the close of the tribunal 
Avhich had pronounced judgment upon him. He 
had thus an opportunity of escape. No one might 
give him food or shelter, and, according to the 
older law, his goods were confiscated, and his very 
memory was Wotted out by the burning down of 
his dwelling.® Thus, in its earlier forms, outlawry 
included all punishments, while, in its later modi- 
fications, each punishment had its separate and 
independent place.* Even in the former case 
something was abated of the harshness of the law, 
either by the interposition of arbitrators or by 
voluntary submission to a punishment ; and, when 
it became permissible to give to the outlaw the 
assistance necessary to enable him to quit the 
country, banishment gradually took the place of 
the heavier penalty. A milder form of outlawry 
consisted in a three years’ banishment, upon his 
return from which the exile was restored to his 
place in the community. If, however, he did not 
pay the compensation to which he had been ad- 
judged liable, or if he had committed a fresh breach 
of the peace during the term of his banishment, he 
fell under the rigours of the old law.® In later 
times expulsion of the evil-doer from the country 
was replaced by expulsion from the district (‘Mark,’ 
‘6au’) to which he belonged, while, under the in- 
fluence of Christianity, not only did the Church 
introduce a form of expulsion, which a secular 
tribunal had no power to inflict, but secular was 
conjoined with ecclesiastical expulsion, and pil- 
grimage to holy places, where he could be cleansed 
of his guilt, was imposed upon the exile.® Gradu- 
ally the older system yielded to a new order of 
things, under which almost all crimes could be 
atoned for by a money payment.® 

It was provided by one of the laws of King 
Edward that the homicide’s relatives should escape 
responsibility for his crime if they forsook him, 
refused to pay for him, and ever afterwards refused 
him food or drink.® 

It is of interest to note that, until the law of 

1 The provisions of the Snok of Aicill (^Anciont Laws and 
Institutes of Ireland, Dublin and London, 1SG5-79, iii. 381) 
regarding outlawry are quoted in art. Cri.mes and Punisioients 
(Celtic). See also II. S. Maine, The Larly Hist, of Institutions, 
new ed., London, 1890, p. ITi ; E. O'Curry, On the Manners and 
Customs of the Ancient Irish, ed. W. K. Sullivan, 3 vols., London, 
1873, i. p. cxx. 

2 W. E. Wilda, Das Strafrecht der Germanen, Htilie, 1842, p. 
279 f. ; Grimm, p. 733; K. Maurer, Vorlesungen iiher altnord- 
isehe Rechtsgeschichte, Leipzig, 1910, v. 13Gff. ;H. Brunner, 
Deutsche Rechtsgeschichte, do. 1837, i. 163. In Iceland the low 
sanctioned and favoured a sort of war of extermination against 
the outlaw. Whoever met him and could master him without 
danger to himself must either sia}' him or give him over to be 
slain. The community paid a price to the slayer or captor, and 
restored to its peace the outlaw who had slain three other 
wretches like himself (Wilda, p. 282 f. ; cf. Maurer, i. 141, 143). 
The danger to society which results from neglect to t.ake severe 
measures against those whom it has e.xpelled is illustrated by 
the case of the Cocina Indians, who are neither a tribe nor a 
caste, but a band of outlaws, who live by robbing the other 
inhabitants of the Goajira Peninsula (F. A. A. Simons, 'An 
Exploration of the Goajira Peninsula,’ Rroc. of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, vii. [1885] 787). 

3 Wilda, pp. 283-290. 4 Ib. p, 29G f. ; Brunner, i. 173. 

5 Wilda, pp. 297-301. G Grimm, p. 737. 

7 Wilda, pp. 270, 320. 

8 Ancient Laws and Institutes of England, London, 1840, 
p. 105. 


Scotland was modified by statutes passed in 1649 
and 1661,® the man who had been proclaimed rebel 
for a criminal ofi'ence could be slain by any one 
with impunity, and that his relatives were for- 
bidden to ‘ressett, supple, or manteine or do favors 
to him,” under pane of deid and confiscatioun of’ 
! their movable property.® 

: Literatdbe. — In addition to the works cited in the article, 
! see artt. Banishment and Ethics and Morality. As to the 
position of the outlaw in Northern antiquity, see The Story oj 
Grettir the Strong, tr. from the Icelandic by Eirikr Magniisson 
and William Morris, London, 1900, and the trr. by G. W. Dasent, 
entitled The Saga of Burnt Njal, Edinburgh, 1861, and The 
Story of Oisli the Outlaw, do. 1866. 

P. J. Hamilton-Grierson. 

OVERSOUL. — ‘ Oversoul ’ is Emerson’s term 
for the absolute spiritual reality of the universe. 
The word in this sense was new with Emerson ; 
the idea which he sought to express through it was 
almost as old as human thought. The early influ- 
ences which brought Emerson to his doctrine of 
the oversoul, which in his twenty-fourth j'ear he 
calls ‘the Universal Mind’ (Journal, ii. 217), were 
the writings of Coleridge, Wordsworth, Carlyle, and 
Goethe. Somewhat later he took up the study of 
Plato and Plotinus with intense enthusiasm. They 
had a profound influence on his development, and 
it was probably their doctrine of the soul that 
suggested to Emerson his term ‘ oversouL’ 

Plotinus, following Plato’s suggestion, in the 
Timcctis, of a world-soul, presents as a central 
feature of his philosophy a vast, eternal, all- 
inclusive soul of the universe, which is at once both 
a one and a many. It is the unity in one of all 
the souls that are and of everythin "that can be 
called soul in the entire universe, visible and in- 
visible. It is the overflow of the ineffable godhead, 
flooding out and coming to expression in the 
myriad forms of man and nature. 

‘ The uncreated ground ’ of Meister Eckhart and 
‘the bottomless abyss’ of Jacob Boehme also had 
a positive influence in the formation of Emerson’s 
view of the oversoul, and still more important was 
the influence of German transcendental philosophy, 
especially as expounded by Fichte and Sphelling. 

‘There is,' according to Fichte, ‘one animating life, one 
livings reason, of which all that seems to us to exist and live is 
but a modification, definition, variety and form ^ {GrundzUge dfs 
gegenwdrtigen Zeitalters^ Berlin, 1806, lect. ii.)* * One eternal 
energy separates itself into our consciousness, flows forth as the 
fountain of beingr, and remains even in its tinie-str^m always 
one undivided energy * {ib, lect. iv.). ‘One divine life wells up 
in ourconsciousness and appears in a world of infinite variety and 
change' (-4 nweCsunt/eitm seligen Lebeiit Berlin, 1806, lect. iv.). 
With even less restraint and greater poetic ex* 
uherance, Schelling traced everything up to the 
absolute, the ground and matrix, _ both of finite 
mind and of external nature, which fit each to 
each like the two poles of a magnet. This absolute 
is the immense, brooding, organizing life, sleeping 
in the plant, dreaming in the animal, and waking 
into full consciousness in man, and revealing itself 
in ever-heightening forms first in an embryonic 
way in nature and then in conscious forms tlirough 
history, art, and religion— a view which Coleridge 
interpreted in his Solian Harp : 


' And what if all of animated nature 
Be but orfcanio harps diversely framed. 

That tremble into thought, as o’er them sweeps 
Plastic and vast, one intellectual breeze, 

At once the Soul of each, and God of all ? * (44 fL). 

Emerson’s doctrine of the oversoul runs through 
II his writings both in prose and in verse. It under- 
es his interpretation of nature, his conception oi 
anius, his faith in man, and his unfailing assur- 
ice in the testimony of the soul. His most com- 
lete, though still highly poetic, interpretation is 
11649. c. 96; IGGl.c. 217 (The Acts of the Parliaments oj 
T* Whrttttcnn. FfTinlmrfvh. 1814-76. Vi. Pt. 11* P* 


2 D.^Huine, Com. on the Law of Scotl(i7id respeeiing 
dinb^b, 1844, i. 18711.; 1540, o. 14 ; 1692, c. 65 (Acts of Par. 
Ttnents of Scotland^ ii. 372, iii. 574). 
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given in his essay, The, Over-soul, first published in 
1841. In this essay the oversoul is called ‘the 
Universal Mind,’ ‘ Supreme Mind,’ ‘Spirit,’ ‘Deity,’ 
‘ the Eternal One,’ ‘ that Unity within which 
every man’s particular being is contained and made 
one with all other,’ ‘ the common Heart,’ ‘ the Soul 
of the whole,’ ‘the deep Power in which we live.’ 
Like Fichte’s ‘ absolute ego ’ and Schelling’s 
‘absolute principle,’ like ‘ the universal reason’ of 
Coleridge and ‘ the infinite Divine Presence ’ of 
Wordsworth, the oversoul, in Emerson’s view, is an 
immense spiritual environment of the soul, a vast 
background presence impinging on the inner border 
of every personal life, so that man is a veritable 
‘ fapade of a temple,’ which opens inward into the 
infinite. 

When this presence ‘ breathes through his [man’s] intellect, it 
is genius ; when it breathes through his will, it is virtue ; when 
it flows through his affection, it is love’ {The Over-soul (IForis, 
ii. 266]). ‘ It arches over them like a temple, this unity of 
thought in which every heart beats with nobler sense ot power 
and duty, and thinks and acts with unusual solemnity’ 
{ib. p. 260).' 

He accounts for the genius of Michael Angelo and 
other artists in the well-known lines : 

‘ The passive Master lent his hand 
To the vast soul that o’er him planned ' 

{The Problem, 1. i7i. [Works, lx. 17)). 
One universal sea of life surges into all indi- 
vidual inlets, ‘ as the water of the globe is all one 
sea, and, truly seen, its tide is one’ {Over-soul, 
p. 276). ‘ The waters of the great deep have ingress 

and egress to the soul’ {The Intellect [IForhs, 
ii. 319]), and its ‘ influx ’ makes men wise beyond 
their own private knowledge, and good beyond the 
narrow range of their human deeds — ‘ the soul is 
superior to its knowledge, tviser than any of its 
works ’ {Over-soul, p. 271). Silence, the hush of all 
that is of the private and exclusive self, is essential 
to the inflow of the higher truth into the soul. A 
man must learn to ‘listen greatly.’ 

‘ Silence is n solvent that destroys [limiting] personality, and 
gives us leave to be great and universal ’ {Intellect, p. 319). 
According to Emerson’s doctrine, there is no im- 
penetrable wall, ‘no screen or ceiling,’ between 
the individual soul and the oversoul. 

‘ There is no bar or wall in the soul, where man . . . ceases, 
and God . . . begins. The walls are taken away. We lie open 
on one side to the deeps of spiritual nature’ (Ooer-soui, p. 265). 

• Draw, if thou canst, the mystic line 
Severing rightly his from thine, 

IVhioh is human, which divine ’ 

{Worship, 1. 21 ff. [ Works, ix. 237]). 

' Ineffable is the union of man and God in every act of the 
soul. . . . Forever and ever the influx of this belter and univer- 
sal sell is new and unsearchable ' {Over-soul, p. 274). ‘Thoughts 
come into our minds by avenues which we never left open.’ 
‘If he [man] have found his centre, the Deity will shine through 
him’ {ib. p. 263 f,). Self-reliance is sale because it is soul- 
reliance, and soul-reliance is safe because it is a 'trust which 
carries God with it and so hath already the whole future In the 
bottom ot the heart’ {ib, p. 278). 

Like his masters, Plato and Plotinus, and his 
German and English inspirers, Emerson thinks of 
this oversoul, this universal reason, as the inter- 
penetrating life and power _ and intelligence in 
nature, which is ‘ the" perennial miracle’ of spirit. 
Nature is alive through the same oversoul which is 
in us. At the centre of nature, as at the centre of 
man’s soul, one supreme mind is actively present, 
is showing its unvarying laws, and is weaving the 
web which partly conceals and partly reveals the 
hidden-working spirit. There is one common, 
enetrating pulse of nature and spirit — ‘ the carth- 
eat, sea-boat, heart-beat, which makes the tune to 
which the sun rolls, and the globule of blood, and 
the sap of trees’ {Representative Men [Worlds, iv. 
135]). 

Since Emerson’s day there have been many inter- 
pretations of ultimate reality in terms of oversoul. 
William Janies concludes that ‘ continuous _ and 
conterminous ’ with our personal selves there is ‘ a 
ii-ider Self through which saving experiences come ’ 


{Varieties of Religious Experience, pp. 508, 515). 
It. M. Bucke calls this ultimate reality ‘ cosmic 
consciousness,’ and gives many illustrations of its 
influence (see his interesting book. Cosmic Con- 
sciott^ess). F. W. H. Myers worked out in much 
detail a doctrine of the subliminal self, from which, 
he holds, come inspirations, revelations, and a vast 
number of extraordinary experiences and mani- 
festations {Human Personality). There are, 
furthermore, in contemporary thought, many popu- 
lar varieties of oversoul doctrine. 

LiTERATOftE. — Plato, Timceus ; Plotinus, Enneads (Emerson 
read ’Thomas Taylor’s tr., London, 1787); Eckhart, PredigUn, 
ed. F. Pfeiffer, Stuttgart, 1857 ; Works of Jacob Bchmen 
(Boehme) (Emerson read the so-called Law cd.. In 4 vols., 
London, 1764-SI); J. G. Fichte, Popular IToris, Eng. tr.<, 
2 vols., London, 1889; F. W. J. Schelling, Ideen zu einer 
Philosophic der Natur, Leipzig, 1797, and Von der Weltseete, 
Hamburm 1798 ; S. T. Coleridge, ICoris ; W. Wordsworth, 
Poems ; R. W. Emerson, Complete Works, Riverside ed., 12 
vols., London, 1S94-D9, Journals, 10 vols., Boston, 1000-14 ; 
W. James, Varieties of Religions Experience, London, 1902 ; 
R. M. Bucke, Cosmic Consciousness, Philadelphia, 1905; 
F. W. H. Myers, Human Personality and its Survival of 
Bodily Death, 2 vols., London, 1903. 

Rdfds M. Jones. 

OXFORD MOVEMENT. — The name is given 
to the religious revival which began at Oxford in 
1833. Its formal beginning is held to be a sermon 
on ‘ National Apostasy ’ preached in the University 
Church at Oxford on 14th July 1833 by John Keble. 
Later in July there was a meeting at Hadleigli in 
Sufiblk, where H. J. Rose was rector, at which the 
only resident Oxford Fellow present was R. H. 
Froude ; but far more important were the Tracts 
for the Times by Members of the University of 
Oxford, which began in September 1833, the first 
three Tracts being ivTitten by J. H. Newman. 
Keble, Froude, and Newman were all Fellows of 
Oriel College, though Keble had ceased to reside 
regularly in (Dxford ten years before. 

I. Causes of the Movement. — The immediate 
causes were the dangers threatening the English 
Church from four quarters. 

(1) The most obvious danger, though the_ least 
serious, was political. The Established position of 
the English Church seemed threatened. In 1828 
the Test and Corporation Acts, in 1829 the penal 
Laws against Roman Catholics, had been repealed. 
In 1832 the great Reform Bill had become law, and 
the Whigs who had championed all these measures 
were in otfice supported by the emancipated Roman 
Catholics and the Dissenters. The Church as a 
whole had been allied to the Tories, and most 
observers imagined that the old order in the Church 
as well as in the State was doomed. In 1833 the 
Irish bishoprics were reduced from twenty to ten 
(the Church of Ireland was then Established) ; the 
Bill for their reduction was before the House of 
Lords when Keble preached his famous sermon ; 
the interference witli the Irish sees appeared an 
earnest of what might happen to the English in 
their turn. The opposition of the bishops and 
clergy to reform had made them singularly im- 
popular in the great towns. By the isolation of 
this cause the Movement can be made to appear 
almost Avholly political, as a mere rally in favour 
of the Tory party, or of the old relations between 
Church and State. • 

(2) A second danger was from what is called 
Erastianism (g.v.), tliough it was not the teaching 
of Erastus but of the English philosopher Thomas 
Hobbes — the view that the final authority in 
religious belief was neither the Bible nor the 
Clmrcli, but the State. Such a view was a 
commonplace of Whig thinkers, and since the 
action of the State at the Revolution of 1689, 
when six English bishops (including the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury) and one Irish bishop had 
been depnved, without any canonical sentence, 
the Church had inclined more and more in its prac- 
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tice in an Erastian direction. The strongest teach- 
ing against Erastianism came from the Nonjurors 
{q.v.), and it is significant that an edition of the 
Avorks of Cliarles Leslie, one of the Avisest and most 
learned of the Nonjurors, had been issued from 
the UniA'ersity Press, Oxford, in 1832. Keble 
in his sermon had spoken strongly against State 
tyranny over the Church, and a strong protest 
against such a relation of Church and State marked 
the Movement from its beginning. This AueAv, 
AA-hile it made an appeal to the more spiritual of 
the Protestant Dissenters, Avas unlikely to com- 
mend the ^Movement to Whig ministers. 

(3) The most vital and the most subtle danger 
Avas ‘ Liberalism.’ This Avas the spirit AA'hich had 
burst out in the French Revolution, but aa'us at 
Avork in 1833 in the universities of Germany, 
nnknoAvm to most Englishmen. H. J. Rose had 
called attention to it in sermons at Cambridge in 
1825, Avhen he Avas ansAvered, strangely enough, by 
E. B. Pusey. In England in 1833 Liberalism Avas 
the vieAv that education, civilization, and reason 
Avould cure the evils and sorroAvs of mankind. 
Religion, in this vieAA’, Avas apt to he regarded as 
‘ the rubbish of superstition.’ By Liberalism the 
folloAvers of the Oxford Movement meant ‘the 
tendencies of modem thought to destroy the basis 
of revealed religion, and ultimately of all that can 
be called religion at all ’ (Church, Occasional Papers, 
ii. 386 ; Liberalism is analyzed most carefully in 
H. S. Holland, Personal Studies, London, n.d., pp. 
76-82, and by J. H. NeAvman, in the Apologia pro 
Vita Sua, Note A, ‘Liberalism,’ added to the 1865 
and all subsequent editions). 

(4) The fourth danger Avhich in part evoked the 
Movement Avas the Avide-spread ignorance of the 
principles for Avhich the English Church stood. 
Thomas Sikes, rector of Guilsborough, foretold a 
feAV years before the Movement began that the 
general suppression of the truth of the doctrine of 
the Holy Catho) ic Church Avould ‘ have its reprisals. ’ 
The effects of these, he added, ‘I even dread to 
contemplate, especially if it comes suddenly ’ 
{Letters and Correspondence of J, H. Newman, 
484). Certainly one object of the Tracts for the 
Times wa.a ‘ to avert the danger of people becoming 
Romanists from ignorance of Church principles^ 
(Church, Oxford Movement, p. 241), and the Tracts 
Avere directed to be advertised as ‘ Tracts ... on 
the privileges of the Church and against Popery 
and Dissent.’ This fact is further borne out by 
the Preface to Keble’s sermon on ‘ National Apos- 
tasy.’ The Movement liad its origin in part in the 
anti- Roman feelings stirred by the Emancipation 
Act of 1829. 

These were the immediate causes. There Avere 
others Avhich reached further back, prominent 
among them the horror of the French Revolution 
which had caused men to look AA-ith more favour on 
the institutions of the past, the Romantic move- 
ment in literature headed by Sir Walter Scott, and 
the Latitudinarian teaching of the Oxford Noetics, 
Avhose arguments drove men to sound their position 
and so forced them to re-discover the foundations 
of the position claimed by the English Church — 
A-iz. the Fathers and the Councils and belief in the 
Holy Catholic Church. Yet another cause operat- 
ing in the same direction A\'as the teaching of i 
Charles Lloyd (1784-1829)_, bishop of Oxford and | 
Regius Professor of Dmnity. As professor in 
1825 the bishop gave a course of lectures to gradu- 
ates on the sources of the Prayer Book, and showed 
its indebtedness to the Latin forms in the Roman 
service-books. According to an Oxford tradition, 
breviaries Avere brought from the Bodleian Library 
and sliown to the bishop’s class. Newman, Froude, 
and Pusey all attended these lectures, Avliich set 
tliem to study S3"mpathetically the devotions of 


the pre-Reformation and the primitive Cluuoh. 
William Palmer’s Origines LUurqicoe (Oxford. 
1832), Avhich owed something to Lloyd, turned 
men’s attention in the same direction. Lloyd’s 
death in 1829 Avas a heavy loss, for, had he lived, 
he Avould undoubtedly have exercised great influ- 
ence on the Movement. The distinction draAvn by 
NeAvman, in Tract 90, betAveen the practical and 
formal teaching of Rome he had learnt from Lloyd. 

2 . History. — The traditional position had always 
been held before the Oxford Movement by those aa’Iio 
Avere called since Queen Anne’s day ‘the High 
Churchmen,’ but it had been obscured by the Lati- 
tudinarianism of the previous century. It had 
suffered from its supposed connexion Avith Jacobit- 
ism; it Avas held to a man by the Nonjurors. It still 
had distinguished representatives in 1833, in the 
little knot of men Avhom successive archbishops of 
Canterbury (Manners-Sutton [1805-28] and Howley 
[1828-48]) had trusted, especially Hugh James Rose 
(1795-1838) and a devout layman Joshua Watson 
(1771-1855). To the energies of this group Avas 
due the founding of the National Society for the 
Education of the Poor in the Principles of the 
Church of England in 1811 and the Church Build- 
ing Society in 1817, and of a monthly Church 
review, The British Magazine, in 1832 ; and recent 
researches tend to shoAv the latent strength of this 
body of Churchmanship, Avhich, though not so 
prominent as the Evangelical school, in time helped 
to sAvell the force of the Oxford Movement. The 
Tracts for the Times roused Churchmen and rallied 
them to the old standards, and from _ 1833 until 
1839 the Movement gained ground rapidly. This 
was due in part to the moral and inteUeotual 
attraction of its leaders. John Keble, ‘the true 


and primary author of the Movement’ (Newman, 
Apologia, p. 75, ed. Wilfrid Ward, p. 119), had 
made his reputation as a scholar at Oxford before 
he AA’as tAventy-one. In 1827 he had published, 
anonymously, The Christian Year, a volume of 
religious poetry which aa’od immediate success. 
John Henry Newman was second only to Keble. 
The Tj-acts for the Times were his idea, and many 
of them Avere from his pen. His books, pamphlets, 
and, above all, his sermons, were among the most 
compelling forces on the side' of the Movement. 
Richard Hurrell Froude, originally a pupU of Keble, 
brought him and NeAvman together. Froude died 
young, in 1838, but his ideas and influence as mani- 
fested in his diary and letters, printed after his 
death, had their effect on the revival. EdAvard 
BouA'erie Pusey joined the Movement in 1834 AVith 
a Tract on ‘ Fasting ’ {Tracts for the Times, no. 18). 
His personal holiness and profound learning were 
to have an enormous influence on the 
development of the Movement, after Neu'man had 

gone. J 

Pusey had been, like Keble, NeAvman, ana 
Froude, a Fellow of Oriel, but became Regius Pro- 
fessor of HebreAv and Canon of Christ Church m 
1828. Each of these aa'us a scholar, and each (save 
Pusey) had poetry in his veins ; but, above all, 
each Avas a man of deep religious earnestness. 
Keble and Pusey had been brought up in the 
traditional High Church school; Froude h^ 
learnt that faith from Keble ; Newman, onginall;^ 
an Evangelical and later inclined to ‘Liberalism, 
had become a Hi^h Churchman from Keble s 
teaching mediated through Froude. 

From 1833 to 1843 Newman’s influence aa-us 
supreme in the Mov'ement, and it "'hs fejt not 
merely through his published vATiUn^, but also 
through his sermons preached in St. Mary^, 
of which he had been vicar since 1828. They have 
been described by various "'riters, by none more 
carefully than by John Campbell Shnirp, Inmselt 
a Presbj'terian : 
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After hearing those Bermons you might come awa 3 ' still not 
believing the tenets peculiar to the High Church svstem; bat 
you would be harder than most men, if you did not feel more 
than ever ashamed of coarseness, selBshness, worldliness. If you 
did not feel the things of faith brought closer to the soul’ 
(Studies in Poetry and Philosophy, Edinburgh, 1S6S, p, 278). 

Thus, ‘ -while men -were reading and talking about 
the Tracts, theytvere hearing the sermons.’ and ‘the 
sermons created a moral atmosphere, in -which men 
judged the questions in debate’ (Church, Oxford 
Movement, p. 130). The appeal of tlie Movement 
to Christian antiquity and to the great Anglican 
divines -was given practical illustration by the 
Library of the Fathers, begun in 1833 under the 
joint editorship of Keble, Ne\Yman, and Pusey, 
and by the Library of Anglo-Catholic Theology m 
1841, directed by a committee of which the same 
three leaders -were members. The Movement from 
1836 had a quarterly magazine. The British Critic, 
at first partly edited by Newman, who became sole 
editor in 1838. He resigned in 1841 and -was suc- 
ceeded by Thomas Mozley. 

From 1833 to 1839 was the period of the Move- 
ment’s great success. Becruits poured in ; at 
Oxford among the younger men it numbered R. I. 
Wilberforce, Charles filarriott, R. W. Church, 
J. B. Mozley, Frederic Rogers (later Lord Blach- 
ford), Isaac \Villiams, and \V'. J. Copeland, each 
of whom has left a name behind him. But its 
swift success was a danger. It attracted minds of 
a dilierent temper from those of the original fol- 
lowers, men who ‘ cut into it at an angle ’ and ‘ whose 
direction was unquestionably Romewards almost 
from the beginning ’ (Newman, Apologia, p. 278, 
ed. "Ward, p. 260). Among them were distinguished 
names: William George Ward, once a follower of 
Arnold, F. W. Faber, Frederick Oakeley, J. B. 
Morris, and J. D. Balgairns. This party gained 
control of The British Critic and forced Ne-ivman 
in the Romeward direction. 

In 1839 he first felt a doubt as to the tenability 
of the Anglican position. Between July and 
November 1841 this doubt was increased by his 
study of the history of Arianism, the establishment 
in connexion with the Protestant State Church of 
Prussia of an Anglican bishopric in Jerusalem, and 
the storm of episcopal censure which burst upon 
him on account of his Tract no, 90, which he had 
published earlier in that year. The Tract was 
a comment upon certain passages in the xxxix. 
Articles ; it applied the strictly historical metliod 
to them and showed that much of their language 
was not directed against the formal teaching of 
the Roman Church. The honesty of the interpre- 
tation would hardly be questioned now, and even 
in that day old-fashioned High Churchmen such as 
W. F. Hook of Leeds, G. Moberly of Winchester, 
and William Palmer came forward in Newman’s 
defence. But popular clamour was aroused, and 
the effect on Newman was imniediate and disastrous. 
In 1842 he retired from Oxford to live in almost 
monastic seclusion at Littlemore. In September 
1843 he resigned his benefice of St. Mary’s and 
preached his last sermon as an Anglican (the 
famous ‘ Parting of Friends’) at Littlemore on 25th 
September. A month later he retired into lay 
communion with the English Church and performed 
no more ministerial acts._ 

Meanwhile the opposition to the Movement Imd 
been growing. The Evangelicals had early in its 
course denounced it as being a return to superstition 
and popei-y, the Liberals under T. Arnold had 
attacked it fiercely on the same ground (see Arnold’s 
art, in The Edinburgh Bevicto, exx-^-ii. [1836]), .and 
the Roman Catholics from another side_ disliked 
and denied its assertion of the Catholicity of the 
English Church. Protestant feeling had been 
aroused by the publication of the first two volumes 
of R. II. Froude’s Bemams (ed. Keble and Newman) 


in 1838 and by the title of Tract no. 80, ‘ On Reserve 
in Communicating Religious Knowledge,’ which 
wag a beautiful and suggestive ' essay by Isaac 
"Williams, written to check the habit of using the 
most sacred words and phrases at random in horta- 
tory appeals. Tract no. 90, in 1841, added fuel to 
the flame. The Heads of Houses at Oxford who 
had at first regarded the Movement with ‘ con- 
temptuous indillerence ’ from 1841 adopted an atti- 
tude of bitter and passionate hostility, -svith the 
exception of M. J. Roirth, President of Magdalen, 
then the most learned and venerable divine in 
■who stood entirely apart from their pro- 

the Heads issued a decree condemning 
Tract 90 and branded it as dishonest. In 1843 a 
committee of them suspended Pusey from preaching 
in the University pulpit for two years for teaching 
in a sermon on the Holy Eucharist doctrine con 
trary to the Church or England. Pusey nevei 
knew the precise charge against his sermon or the 
ground upon which it was condemned, A like 
violence marked the utterances of some of the 
bishops. J. B. Sumner, then bishop of Chester, 
later archbishop of Canterbury, a devout Evan- 
gelical, in a charge of 1841 ascribed the Movement 
to the work of Satan, and other bishops followed 
suit (their utterances were carefully collected and 
arranged by W. S. Bricknell, in his Jwlgment of 
the Bishops upon Traetarian Theology, Oxford, 
1845). The silencing of Newman ana Pusey in 
Oxford gave the Romanizing wing an opportunity 
of coming to the front, and in 1844 V’l G. Ward 
published his Ideal of a Christian Chnreh, a book 
marked by great mor.al earnestness and containing 
some extremely shrewd and bitter criticism of the 
English Church ; it assumed that only the Roman 
Churcli satisfied the conditions of what a Church 
should be. 

Tlio Heads of Houses at Oxford seized the chance 
thus given them. They secured the condemnation 
of the book by the University and Ward’s degrada- 
tion from his degrees ; a proposal to censure Tract 
no. 90 was, however, vetoed by the Proctors. Tliese 
events on 13th Feb. 1845 meant the downfall of 
the Movement in Oxford ; the drift to Rome set in, 
and finally on 8th Oct. 1845 Newman was received 
into the Roman communion. 

The Movement then entered upon it-s second 
stage, which was appropriately enongli niarked by 
the consecration of a new churcli (the anonymous 
gift of Pusey), St. Saviour's, in the slums of Leeds. 
I'he Jlovenient had ceased to be an academic aflair 
and now made its appeal to the people of the great 
towns. Tlie Evangelicals in the Iflth cent, had 
left these great populations apart, their own strong- 
holds being chiefly in the inland watering-places 
such os B.ath, Cheltenham, and Tunbridge Wells. 
The followers of the Movement began the mission 
work in East and Central London, wliere such out- 
posts as St. Peter’s, London Docks, and St. Alban’s, 
Holbom, became in time famous. This earnest 
devotion to the masses in tlie tou-ns was strong in 
R. H. Froude, who in 1833 had a ‘Project for re- 
viving Religion in great Towns’ by means of 
colleges of unmarried priests, which he considered 
‘ the cheapest possible way of providing efFectively 
for the spiritual wants of a large population’ 
{Bemains, i. 322). Side by side witli this attempt 
to evangelize the poor districts went the movement 
to raise the standard of worship, and to teach 
through the eye as well as throngn the e.ar. Both 
developments roused strong opposition, and from 
1845, wlien riots began at Exeter becnu.se the sur- 
plice -ivas used in the pulpit in place of the black 
gown, os the bishop Imd directed, until the infamous 
riots at St. Gcorge’s-in-the-East which closed the 
series in 1860, mob violence was freely used. 


England, 
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Inevitably it failed, as it deserved to fail, and 
slowly the public worship of the English Church 
lost its coldness and dinginess and became more 
dignified and beautiful. Hymns eame into more 
general use ; the principal hymn-writers of this 
period were, with few e.xceptions, followers of the 
Movement. _ Among them were Henry W. Baker, 
William Bright, S. Baring-Gould, and John Mason 
Neale. Ne^e aided this development not only by 
his original compositions, but by his translations 
of the old Latin and Greek hymns — a work which 
had been begun tentatively by Bishop R. Heber 
(1783-1826) in the previous generation, but in which 
no one before or since has approached Neale. 
Music too, as a result of this side of the revival, 
returned to parish church services and attention 
was paid to choirs ; many of the most popular 
English Church hymn-tunes owe their origin to the 
men of the Movement. J. B. Dykes, tlie much 
persecuted vicar of St. Oswald’s, Durham, and 
Frederick Gore-Ouseley were both priests who had 
flung in their lot with it. W. H. Monk and John 
Stainer were devout lay musicians on the same 
side, while Richard Redliead and Thomas Helmore 
did much to restore the old plain-song to the 
Church’s services. 

While this revival of Church worship was pro- 
ceeding, the teaching of the Movement met with 
fiercer attack. In 1850 the doctrine of Baptismal 
Regeneration came before the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council in the ease of G. C. GorJiam, 
whom the bishop of Exeter had refused to institute 
to a benefice. The Privy Council in 1851 decided 
that Gorham’s doctrine (which was, in fact, peculiar 
to himself), though it appeared to deny the Prayer 
Book teaching, was not contrary to the Church of 
England. The result was a panic in which many 
clergymen and lay-folk went over to Rome, among 
them H. E. Manning, J. R. Hope [afterwards Hope- 
Scott], and, later, R. I. Wilberforce. Next followed 
an attack on the doctrine of the Real Presence of 
the Lord in the Holy Communion. For teaching 
this doctrine G. A. Denison was prosecuted in 1854, 
but his opponents failed to secure his condemnation 
in 1858, on a technical ground. Keble’s treatise On 
Eucharistical Adoration (Oxford, 1857) and Posey’s 
two separate books on TAe Beal Presence (1855 and 
1857) were evoked by this attack. In 1870 the 
attack was renewed, the defendant being W. J. E. 
Bennett, vicar of Frome-Selwood. In 1872, how- 
ever, the Privy Council decided in his favour. 
Still fiercer storms raged over the teaching and 

E ractice of private sacramental confession. Its use 
ad naturally been revived as the Prayer Book 
was studied and the power of the sacramental 
system known in the individual life. Its practice 
at St. Saviour’s, Leeds, was attacked in 1848, in 
1858 Richard Temple West, later vicar of St. Mary 
Magdalene’s, Paddington, was assailed for such 
teaching at Boyne Hill, and there were furious 
public agitations against the practice in 1873 and 
again in 1877 ; the effect of these was to bring the 
teaching before a wider circle than before. These 
last agitations were confined to newspaper articles, 
speeches, and pamphlets ; no charge of false doc- 
trine was ever brought against the much-abused 
clergy in any Church court. 

The ceremonial revival, inaccurately but popu- 
larly called ‘ ritualism,’ led to a series of suits in 
the law-courts which began in 1854 and only closed 
with the judgment in the case of Read v. the bishop 
of Lincoln in 1890. This revival was originally 
due to an early follower of the Movement and 
friend of Newman, J. R. Blo-xam, h'ellow of 
Magdalen College, O.xford, a scholar and an anti- 
quary. It was carried on by the Cambridge Camden 
Society, led by J. M. Neale and others, but with 
the growth of hostility to the Movement in the 


fifties it passed into less learned hands. The 
Churches began to be re-decorated, and the use of 
the Eucharistic vestments was revived, the stole 
being first used in 1837, the chasuble in 1841. The 
first lawsuit ended with a judgment in favour of tlie 
revival in 1857, later the Privy Council changed its 
mind, and, finally, on the tide of a No-popery 
agitation, Disraeli, then Prime Minister (assisted 
by A. _C. Tait, archbishop of Canterbury), passed 
a Public Worship Regulation Act in 1874 ‘to put 
down Ritualism.’ Under this Act five priests were 
imprisoned for various terms — a fact which rallied 
public opinion to the persecuted party— and the 
Act became a dead letter. The Churcli of St. 
Alban’s, Holborn, and its vicar, A. H. Mackonochie, 
bore the brunt of this attack from 1867 to 1883, 
when Mackonochie was finally deprived of his 
benefice. He died four years later, worn out by his 
long persecution. A like fate had overtaken Dykes 
in 1876 after the merciless hostility of his diocesan 
C. Baring, bishop of Durham. The judgment of 
E. W. Benson, archbishop of Canterbury, in the 
case of the bishop of Lincoln in 1890 brought peace 
to the Church and practically decided the question 
in favour of the revivalists. 

During these struggles — indeed, from the Gorham 
judgment in 1851 — the fight had been directed 
against the principle of Erastianism. The Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council had, almost by in- 
advertence, as Lord Brougham declared, beeii made 
the supreme court of ecclesiastical appeal in 1833, 
when the old Church courts were reconstituted. 
It was a purely Parliamentary court, destitute of 
spiritual authority. Consequently, as this became 
realized, High Churchmen dechned to plead before 
it or to obey its decisions. This led to the accusa- 
tion of ‘lawlessness,’ but the moral authority of 
the protesters has in fact rendered the court and 
its decisions inoperative.^ 

3 . Fruits of the Movement. — The spiritual force 
of the Movement showed itself further in its success- 
ful revival of the ‘religious’ or monastic life. 
Newman and Keble both sympathized with this 
development, but its guiding spirit was Pusev. The 
first sisterhood was founded in 1844, and every 
decade since then has witnessed the growth of the 
Movement, a revival without parallel in (Christen- 
dom ; and the great sisterhoods, with their works 
of charity, penitentiaries, homes, orphanages, and 
schools, are a marked feature in the life of the 
English Church, and would have seemed incredible 
to the Churchmen of one and two hundred years 
ago. Communities for men have grown more 
slowly, but the Society of St. John the Evangelist, 
Cowley, founded by Richard Meux Benson in 1866, 
is established in four continents, and the Commun- 
ity of the Resurrection and the Society of the Sacred 
Mission are deeply rooted and widely known. These 
are some of the fruits of the Movement of 1833. 
Other results are the zeal for Foreign Missions, 
which it shared with the Evangelicals, and the 
wholly changed conception of clerical and episcopal 
activity. Samuel Wilberforce, bishop successively 
of Oxford and Winchester, was ‘the re-modeller 
of the conception of a bishop’s duties, and the h*S“ 
standard set by him owed most if not all of its feat- 
ures to the Movement of 1833. Among the rank 
and file of the clergy the Movement has done much 
to raise the general level of devotion. Retreats and 
(Jniet Days, parochial Missions, and the hke, it 
originally borrowed from the Church in France, 
owe their acclimatization to the Oxford Move- 

^'rhe first Tractarians re-introduced a type of 


Beferenoe may be made to the 

IccksiatUcal Discipline, 1000, p. 67, § ' rtl. 

i ‘the Judgments of the Judicial Committee cannot pracn 
)* be enforced.* 
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character which had heen sadly lacking in the 
English clergy and laity for a century. They were 
marked by reserve, resolute self-discipline, unworld- 
liness, shrinking from preferment, hatred of sham 
and pretence, and a grave distrust of the feel- 
ings. Their teaching and preaching exhibited the 
most tender personal devotion to the Lord Jesus 
Christ as to a living Friend. Generally speaking, 
religious men before the Oxford Movement ‘ spoke 
of our Lord in a more distant way, as one holding 
the central place rather in a dogmatic system than 
in the devout affections’ (Shairp, p. 329). This 
personal devotion was particularly a mark of Keble 
and of Pusey, but it was reflected very clearly in 
their followers. 

In one respect the Oxford Movement after 1845 
showed that it had its right and left wings, both 
a conservative and a more liberal group ; this was 
when it was confronted by the fresh discoveries of 
natural science, represented broadly by the term 
‘ evolution,’ and by the same methods applied in 
the department of Biblical criticism. The right 
or conservative wing was that of Pusey and Keble, 
the more liberal school that of the founders of the 
Guardian newspaper (in 1846), Church, J. B. 
Mozley, and Lord Blachford. They differed in 
their view of the sort of opposition to be offered to 
Essays and Reviews in 1860, and the work of the 
next generation of the liberal wing (who carried on 
in many respects the Neunnan tradition in the 
Movement) issued in Liix Mundi, an important 
volume of theological essays, published in 1889. 

Apart from the more detailed results noticed 
here, the Oxford Movement from its beginning in 
1833 has stood for the corporate as opposed to the 
individualistic principle. Thus, while it emphas- 
ized the almost forgotten or neglected truth of the 
Church, and so incurred the suspicion of attaching 
importance to the institutional rather than the 
mystical side of religion, its later followers %yere 
drawn to apply the doctrine in its fullness to society 
round them, and Christian socialism is no by- 
product of the revival, but a true application of 
its principles to social questions. The Christian 
Social Union was in fact founded by later followers 
of the Movement in 1889, though it secured the 
aid of Churchmen of other views. But gilds and 
religious societies have sprung from the Movement 
and its principles naturally and spontaneously. 
Broadly, too, the Movement has had a wider result. 
From the thinly-veiled deism of the Latitudinarian 
Churchmen of the 18th cent., with their Zwinglian 
view of the sacraments, the Oxford Movement has 
slowly and painfully brought back into the lives of 
English people a belief in the supernatural. "When 
the Movement began, Englishmen as a whole were 
becoming more and more materialistic, less and 
less spiritual, distrusting enthusiasm and devotion ; 
religion, when it was more than a cold and dry 
morality, tended to become mere emotionalism 
which was very apt to feed itself on phrases. The 
Oxford Movement with its passionate devotion, its 
appeal to Christian history and to authority, 
brought back the old conception of the Church, 
not as a mere human institution and a department 
of the State, but as the Body of Christ, with life- 
giving sacraments and a ministry reaching back 
through the Apostles to the Lord, a society which 
‘ takes its origin not in the will of man, but in the 
will of the Lord Jesus Christ’ (F. Temple, Twelve 


Sermons preached at the Consecration of Truro 
Cathedral, Truro, ISSS, quoted in H. S. Holland, 
God’s City, London, 1894, p. 20). 

I^TEitATCKE. — brief bibliography will be found in The Cam- 
bndge Hut. of English Literature, xii. [19151 45S-4C3. The 
Movement Itself may be studied in the following authorities. 

J. The Tracts for the Times, London, 18S3-I1 ; The. Eemains 
of Ilichard Hurrcll Eroude, do. 183S-39 ; sermons and other 
works of J. Keble, E. B. Pusey, Charles Marriott, and 
Isaac Williams; The Eritish Critic, 1830-43; the sermons 
and lectures, etc., of J. H. Newman before his secession ; the 
treatises of R. I. Wilbcrforce and of Isaac tVilliams. Tiiese 
are characteristic productions of the Movement as a whole in 
its first stage ; the works ol R. W. Church, H. P. Liddon, W. 
Bright, and J. M. Neale illustrate the second stage; for the 
third the works of C. Gore, H. S. Holland, A. L. Moore, R. 
C. Moberly, W. C. E. Newbolt, Darwell Stone, J. N. 
Piceis, P. N. Waggett, A. Chandler, F. Weston, and B. 
W. Randolph give the best general view of its doctrinal and 
ethical teaching 

ii. The history is chiefly to be found in numerous biographies, 
but books covering tlie period are : Church, Oxford Marement 
IBSS-lSiS, London, 1892, and Newman, Apologia pro Vita Stia, 
ed. Wilfrid Ward, ‘with differences of various edd. noted,’ 
Oxford, 1914 (these are indispensable, but they carry the story 
only to 1845). Complete general histories are : P. Thureau- 
Dangin, The English Catholic Revival in the XIXth Century, 
Eng. tr., 2 voIb., London, 1914 ; S. L. Ollard, Short Hist, of the 
Oxford llovement, do. 1916; S. Baring-Gould, The Church 
Revival, do. 1914. Other sketches of the Movement are con- 
tained in T. Mozley, Reminiscences, chiefly of Oriel College 
and the Oxford Movement, 2 vols., London, 1882; J. A 
Fronde, Short Slxtdies on Great Subjects, 4 vols., London and 
Bombay, 1903, iv. ; F. Oakeley, Mist. Motes on the Tractarian 
Movement {ISSS-lShS), London, 1805, The biographies of the 
leaders are important, especially Liddon, Irift of Edward 
Bouverie Ptiscp<, 4 vols., London, 1894-98 ; Letters and Corre- 
spondence of J. B. Neurman, cd. A. Mozley, 2 vols., do. 1891 ; 
J. T. Coleridge, Memoir of John Keble, 2 vols., Oxford, 1859 ; 
JAfe and Letters of Dean Church, ed. M. 0. Church, London, 
1894 ; Church, Occasional Papers, 2 vols., do. 1897 ; Letters of 
J. B. Mozley, D.D., do. 1885 ; Letters of J, M. Eeale, D.D., ed. 
M. S. Lawson, do. 1910; J. O. Johnston, Life and Letters of 
Liddon, do. 1904 ; G. W. E. Russell, Dr. Liddon, do. 1905 ; 
Letters on Church and Religion of IT. E. Gladstone, cd, D. 0. 
Lathbury, 2 vols., do. 1010 ; Letters of Frederic Lord Blachford, 

ed. G. E. Marindm, do. 1896; Wilfrid Ward, William George 
Ward and the Oxford Movement, do. 1889 ; Autobiography of 
Isaac Williams, ed. G. Prevost, do. 1892 ; J. H. Pollen, Marra- 
live of Five Fears at St. Saviour's, Leeds, Oxford, 1851, and 
Life (by A. Pollen), London, 1012 ; William Palmer, Narra- 
tive of Events connected xvith the Publication of Tracts for the 
Times, Oxford, 1843, new ed. with additions, London, 188^' A. 
P. Perceval, A Collection of Papers connected urilh the Theo- 
logical Movement of JSSS, London, 1842 [JM. Trench), Charles 
Lowder; A Biography, do. 1881: [E. A. Towle], .A. B. Mackon- 
oehie : A Memoir, do. 1800 ; C. E. Osborne, The Life of Father 
Dolling, do. 1903 ; W. Crouch, Bryan King, St. George’s E., 

do. 1904 ; Autobiography of Dean Gregory, cd. IV. II. Hutton, 
do. 1912; G. W. E. Russell, Edward King, Sixtieth Bishop of 
Lincoln, do. 1012, St. Alban the Martyr, Bolbom, do. 1013 ; 
J. W. Burgon, Lives of Twelve Good Men, do. 18SS ; A. B. 
Donaldson, Five Great Oxford Leaders, do. 1900; and bio- 
graphies in H. S. Holland, Persoruil Studies, do. 1005, and A. 
Cecil, Six Oxford Thinkers, do. 1909. 

lii. Oharacterlstio of the Movement were its novels and its 
poetry. 

(a) Novels; those of Charlotte M. Yonge, Elizabeth M. 
Sewell, Francis Edward Paget, Harriet Mozley, J. M. 
Neale, W. Gresley, and A. D. Crake; also From Oxford to 
Rome, London, 1647, and Rest in the Church, do. 1848, anonjTii- 
ouB, bat in fact by F. E. S. Harris ; J. H. Newman, Loss and 
Gain, do. 1848. 

(4) Poetry ; Lyra Apostolica, London, 1830, cd. H. 0. Beech- 
ing, do. 1899, which shows the hopes and ideals which ani- 
mated the leaders in the first days ; J. Keble, The Christian 
J>ar(anon.),do. 1827, Lyra Jnnoeentium (anon.), Oxford, 1840, 
both cd. with Introd. by Walter Lock, London, 1893-09 ; J. H. 
Newman, I’crses on Religious Subjects, London, 1853, many of 
which are included in his Verses on Various Occasions, do. 1868 ; 
Isaac Williams, The Cathedral, Oxford, 1838, Thoughts in 
Past Years, do. 1838, •'1352, The Altar, London, 1847, The 
Baptistery, 2 vols., Oxford, 1842-44, and others ; F. W. Faber, 
Poems and Hymns, collected cd., London, 1914; J. M. Neale, 
Collected Bymns, Sequences, and Carols, do. 1914 ; Christina 
Rossetti, I crscs, do. 1893, New Poems, do. 1890. The Oxford 
Movement from the literary point of view is discussed by W. H. 
Hutton, in Cambridge Bist. of English Literature, xii. ch. xii. 

S. L. Ollabd. 
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PADMAPANI— PADMASAMBHAVA 
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PACIFISM.— See Wab. 

PADMAPANI. — Padmapfini (Tibetan, Pbyag 
na pad ma), the hodhisattva or the god ‘with a 
red lotus in the left hand,’ is a name of Avaloki- 
tesvara, who, as has been said, is more than an 
ordinaiy bodhisattva, who is in fact one of the 
chiefs of the Buddhist mediaeval pantheon (see 
art. AvalokiteSvaka). Many forms of Avaloki- 
tesvara are known from Indian and Tibetan 
sculptures, from Indian miniatures and Tibetan 
designs. It is always the same AvalokiteSvara, 
and the differences are chiefly ieonographic, 
although diflerent legends and speculations may 
be embodied in the different representations of the 
same god. From the ieonographic point of view it is 
possible to distinguish the non-human forms, nuth 
four, six, twelve, or a thousand arms, from the 
human forms. Among the latter the figure with a 
lotus in the left hand is prominent ; such a figure 
was likely to be called Padmapani,^ Abjapani, 
Kamalaliasta, Padmakara, or any name meaning 
‘lotus-handed.’ Padmapani is the most common. 
In the same way the figure with a thousand arms 
is a ‘ thousand-armed ’ [sahasrabhuja). The right 
hand sometimes holds a kalaia, the consecration 
I)hial — an attribute of many bodhisattvas, possibly 
a symbol of their consecration ns katmaras, royal 
princes in the spiritual kingdom of a tathagata — 
sometimes a rosary (aksamala) ; sometimes it is in 
the attitude of giving (varamiidra). Moreover, 
Padmapani is sometimes characterized by a fawn- 
skin on the left shoulder, and by an image of 
Amitabha — the reigning tathagata of Sukhavati — 
in his head-dress. Amitabha is the tathagata, 
AvalokiteSvara the bodhisattva, par excellence, 
Sak] ramuni the nirmitabuddha (see Philosophy 
[B uddhist]) of the present age. 

In Tibet, since 1439 (?) Avalokitelvara-PadmapSni 
has been incarnated in the Dalai Lama — a nirmita- 
kaya of secondary rank. 

The name Padmapani does not occur in the 
Kdrandavyuha, the summary of Avalokitesvara’s 
apia-rela. But lotuses are conspicuous in this 
book. When Avalokitesvara returned from his 
pilgrimage to Sukhavati, the western Buddha’s 
field, he brought back and offered to Sakyamuni 
lotuses sent as a gift of homage by Amitabha 
{imani Amitdbhena prahitdni [pp. 18, 89]), and the 
representation of Avalokitesvara ‘ with a lotus in 
hand ’ possibly originated from this story, or vice 
versa. However it may be, in the description of 
the diagram (mandala) of the ‘ six-syllabled charm ’ 
(din manipadme hum) we learn that Avalokitesvara 
is to be represented with the lotus and the rosary 
(p. 74). If the name Padmapani is wanting, 
synonyms are near at hand : in the stotra (liymn) 
uttered by the Devaputra Mahesvara (p. 89) 
Avalokitesvara is styled Padmadhara, ‘ who bears 
a lotus ’ ; Subhapadmaliasta, ‘ who has in hand a 
pure lotus ’ ; Padmapriya, ‘ friend of lotuses ’ ; 
also Padmasana, ‘who sits upon a lotus,’ and 
Padmasri, ‘lotus glory’ (cf. p. 11) — not to be con- 
fused with the Padmasri of the Saddharmapun- 
darika. It is interesting to remark tliat Avaloki- 
tesvara is Mahesvara (p. 90), and the fiend of 
Vajrapani, who never entirely loses his demon 
character (p. 11). 

1 The Bame name is given to Brahma, to the sun, and to 
Vi^pu in the Lexicons (see O. Bohtlingrk and R. Roth, Sanskrit^ 
yVorterbucht Petrograd, 1855-75), pos^bly owing to the Buddhist 
identiOcation of these gods with Avalokitesvara. ‘ Pad ma ' can 
equal Avalokitesvara. 


There is some evidence that, in Tibet, the name 
Padmapani vied tvith the name Avalokitesvara. 
It seems that the Mani hka bum prefers the former 
(W. W, Bockhill, The Land of the Lamas, suppl. 
notes, ii,, London, 1891 ; E. Schlagintweit, Bud- 
dhism in Tibet, Leipzig, 1863, tr. L. de MillouA 
AMG iii. [1881] 54 ; L. A. Waddell, The Buddhism 
of Tibet, or Lamaism, London, 1895, p. 356). 

Literathre. — See art. Avalokitesvara. For descriptions of 
Padmapapi (photographs) see H. H. Cole, Preservation of 
JSational Monuments, India, Yusufsai District, pi. xxv. (ap. 
Grunwedel, Mythologie, p. 22), a Qandhara sculpture identified 
by S. d’Oldenburg ; A. Foucher, Elude sur Viconographie 
bouddhigue de I'Inde (Eibl. de VEcole des Bautes Etudes, vol. 
xiii. pt. i.), Paris, 1899, p. 101 f.; A. Griinwedel, Myth, des 
Buddhismusin Tibet und der Mongolei, Leipzig, 1900, pp. 22, 
27, J23, 138; Alice Getty, The Gods of Eorlhem Buddhism, 
Oxford, 1914. For literary documents, H. H. Wilson, Works, 
London, 1862-77, ii. 29 (a recension of the visit of Padmapapi 
to Aiuit.abha): Earapifavyuha, Calcutta, 1873; H. J. von 
Klaproth, ‘ On the Charm Oip mapipadrae hum,’ in JA vii. 
(1831) 102; C. F. Kbppen, Die lamaisehe Bierarchie und 
Kirche, Berlin, 1908, ii. 69 (reprint). 

L. DE LA Vall^e Poussin. 

PADMASAMBHAVA, or PADMAKARA.— 
This Indian Buddhist missionary, priest, teacher, 
and saint of the 8th cent. A.D. is of the firet 
importance in Tibetan Buddhism. For, although 
he is only incidentally referred to by previous 
writers, merely as the leader of a retrograde 
movement among the Lamas, he is shown by the 
present writer to have been the founder or the 
order of the first Tibetan Buddhist monks, _ or 
Lamas, as they are generally called. His nation- 
ality and training and the circumstances under 
which he was sent for by the pro-Buddhist king 
of Tibet, Khri-Srong De-btsan, the son of an ardent 
Buddhist Chinese princess, to establish an order 
of Buddhist monks in Tibet, have been indicated in 
art. Lamaism. 

Previous to his arrival in Tibet (c, A.D. 747-748) 
there appear to have been no indigenous Buddhist 
monks in that country, though Tibet had been 
visited by occasional Indian and Chinese Buddhist 
monks since the epoch of King Srong-btsan (fA.D. 
650), who had introduced from N. India or Kliotan 
the so-called Tibetan script, and had procured the 
translation into its characters of some elementary 
treatises on Buddhism.* This universal tradition 
crediting Padmasanibhava ■with the founding of 
Lamaism is also supported _ by the epigraphic 
evidence discovered by the writer in the two edict- 
pillars at Lhasa of the saint’s patron. King Khn- 
Srong De-btsan, dated A.D. 783, or three years 
before the death of that sovereign. In these two 
edicts, as well as in a third, of the same dat^ 
although referring to religious matters, the word 
‘Lama’ does not occur; but the king states that 
‘ bj’’ a blessing the orthodox religion was pro- 
cured ’ ° — this term, ‘ orthodox^ or inside religion, 
is still the ordinary term applied to Buddhism, as 
opposed to the Bon or other faiths. _ . i • 

The first monastery in Tibet was built under ms 
directions at Sam-yiis (c. A.D, 749), after the 
model, it is said, of the chief monastery of Mm- 
India, Nalanda, or, according to anotlier account, 

1 In the great Scripture commentary, the Estan-fyur Mdo, 
vol. 124. are two grammatical works ascribed to ins minister, 
Thonmi, whom he had sent to ‘ India ’ (but probably Khotan, 
which was then Indian in its civilization) to learn tlie language, 
also in vol. 123 a doctrinal treatise {Sku-gzugs-kyi mts an-nyia) 
by 'The son of Anu,' an eponym of the same ^mister I n- 
W. Bockhill, The Life of the Buddha, London, 1892, p. 212), 
who is generally credited in the vernacular histones witu 
having also translated the Dhdrapl on the Oift mapi formula, 
universal now throughout Tibet. 

2L. A. Waddell, JRAS, 1909, p. 
religion ' 
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Udandapur _' on tiie Ganges. It ■was placed under 
the abbotshipof Santa-rak§ita, his reputed brother- 
in-law, though it is doubtful whether Padmasani- 
bhava was really uncelibate, and whether the 
tradition crediting him with a spouse is not the 
outcome of later Lamas identifying him -Nvith 
Avalokita, and so conferring on him a female 
enerOT, the counterpart of Tara (Ishtar), the 
Buddhist queen of heaven. 

It is significant of the enthusiasm and skill 
imparted by Padmasambhava and his deputy, the 
abbot, to their students that seven of the very 
first group of the newly-trained Tibetan monks 
achieved literary distinction,® and that most of them 
show by their scrupulously accurate work as trans- 
lators of ditierent books of the Indian Buddhist 
canon from Sanskrit into Tibetan that they had 
attained remarkable scholarly knowledge of both 
Sanskrit and Tibetan. Especially numerous are 
the translations by sKa-ba-bha-po dpal-brtsegs 
(who seems to be the same as dBah-dpal-bahs) and 
Vairochana. Padmasaihbhava had also twenty- 
five ritualistic pupils whose names are preserved.® 

Regarding the character of his teaching, there is 
no certain evidence that it was of the flagrantly 
magical and necromantic type ascribed to liim in 
the indigenous works on the subject, which are 
mostly late compositions of the 14th cent, onwards 
— when works of a similar nature were being issued 
by the Mahayana Buddhists in India ascribing 
precisely similar ritualistic spells to Buddha him- 
self. Prom the high literary attainments of his 
contemporary pupils it seems probable that his 
teaching was more or less orthodox Indian Bud- 
dhism of the Mahayana type, and of the ‘ Middle 
Path School’ (Madhyamaka), to which he reputedly 
belonged •, * and that it afterwards became degraded 
in the hands of the converts from the indigenous 
shamanistic Bon religion. The book of spells 
ascribed to him is of exactly the same class as the 
Paritta or Pali spells in general use among the 
southern Buddhists of Ceylon and Burma, and in 
regular ritualistic use by the Ceylonese Buddhists 
at the present day.® 

Heis the chief saintof ‘The Old Sect’ of Tibetan 
Buddhists, the red-capped Nyih-ma, and, apotheo- 
sized, he receives equal worship with Sakyamuni 
himself, bearing incleed the title of ‘ The Second 
Buddha,’ and represented as booted, capped, and 
clad in thick garments, like an ordinary Lama of 
the present day. 

biTERATORit.— This is quoted throughout the article. 

L. A. Waddell. 

PALMISTRY. — Fortune-telling is a supersti- 
tion which seems destined to- survive permanently 
in the lower strata of even scientific civilizations. 
Among the ancient Romans it was part of the 
official religion and the executive procedure. Like 
gambling, it corresponds to a certain emotional 
need, the satisfaction of which may justify the 
existence of a harmless delusion. Of tue pseudo- 
scientific methods of elucidating the past and pre- 
dicting the future palmistry is the most widely 
spread. The modem gypsy retails a traditional 
lore which goes back to the earliest Indian culture.' 
The Chinese transferred the palmist’s attention to 
the foot, and their curious interest in the com- 
pressed female foot has produced a pseudo-science 


1 Waddell, Buddhism of Tibet, London, 1S95, p. 2B0f., also 
'Buddha’s Hermitage of Uren,’ JASB, 1S92, pp. 1-24. 

2 The names of those novices who are called sad-vxi (probably 
sadhii, ‘pure-liver,* a title of Buddha) are dBah-dpal-dbans, 
rTsafis-deveindra, Branka Mutig, ‘ K’on Nagendra, Sagor Vairo- 
chana, rSIa Achkrya rin-ch6n-moh’og, cLan-ka Tanana. 

s Waddell, JSiiddAisTn o/2y6ct, p. SI f. . 

4 He received part of his teaching from Sri Siihha of Kashmir, 
who was in turn a pupil of the Indian monk Gah-mb Vaira. 

t Gf. 'Waddell, 'The Dharapi Cult in Buddhism,’ in Osforio- 
tuehe Zeitechrifl, ii. [lOlS] 165 f. 

' SBE liv. [18S2] 4S. 


of ‘ podoscopy.’ The claims of palmistry are in a 
way a_ tribute to the human hand and its import- 
ance in evolution. The mind has developed yiari 
passtt with the hand, which as an organic machine 
IS unrivalled. 

Chirbgnomy professes to read the individual 
character on tlie assumption of a correlation 
between hand and brain ; chiromancy claims also 
to predict the individual future. The general 
shape of the hand is the first classification ; then 
the flexion - folds of skin (the 'lines’) and the 
muscular projections (the ‘ mounts’) are examined 
in connexion with the doctrine of signatures and 
the influence of the planets. Macalister remarks : 

'That these purely mechanical arrangements have any psychic, 
occult or predictive meaning is a fantastic imagination, which 
seems to have a peculiar attraction for certain types of mind, 
and as there can be no fundamental hypothesis of correlation, 
its discussion does not lie within the province of reason.'l 

But palmistry has to be reckoned with as one of 
the minor psychical factors. 

The chief elements of palm-reading were codified 
by Hartlieb in 1475 (?), and later by d’Arpentigny 
in 1843.® D'Arpentigny’s work is the basis of the 
modern literature. The individual palmist in- 
dulges his fancy and analogical powers, and as a 
rule is a shrewd judge of human nature. 

The left hand, ns being less deformed by work, 
is preferred for examination. Hands are placed, 
by the French authors in seven classes : main 
6l6mentaire or d grande paume, main ntcessaire or 
en spainle, main artistigne or conique, main utile 
or Carrie, main philosophique or noucuse, main 
psychique or pointue, and main mixte. The out- 
standing feature of the hand is the thumb. The 
line surrounding it is the line of life, probably the 
earliest of the palmist’s definitions. Aristotle 
mentions the belief that a long line of life implies 
a long life.® If without sinuosities, the line stands 
for happiness. The first phalange of the thumb 
signifies will, the second logic ; the ball is termed 
tlie mount of Venus, and on its features depends 
the individual’s success or failure in love. The 
prominence at the base of the index finger is the 
mount of Jupiter, connoting pride ; that of the 
middle finger is the mount of Saturn, connoting 
fatality ; that of the third is the mount of Apollo, 
connoting fortune, art, or riches; that of the 
little finger is the mount of Mercury, connoting 
science or wit. On the heel of the hand, or the ‘ per- 
cussion,’ are the mounts of Mars and of the moon, 
connoting respectively courage and cruelty, and 
imagination, fancy, or folly. A simple division of 
the facts of existence is into life, intelleot, emotion, 
and luck ; accordingly the palmist assigns to 
these the four main flexion-folds of the skin 
of the palm. Next to the line of life, which 
it joins beneath the index finger, is the line of 
head ; above and parallel to it is the line of heart ; 
straight up the centre of the hand is the lino of 
fate, and parallel to it, towards the heel of the 
hand, is the line of fortune. From the origin of 
I the line of life to the base of the little finger runs 
I the line of liealth. The girdle of Venus is a curved 
, line from tlie base of the little finger to that of the 
index. The lines across the wrist, two or more, 
are the ‘bracelets,’ raxcctfcs, each signifying thirty 
years of life. The character of the planets con- 
trolling each digit is divided among the three 
phalanges ; e.q,, the uppermost phalange of the 
index, referred to Jupiter, implies mysticism, the 
second intelligence, the lowest instinct. 

Literattire. — A. Macalister, art. ' Palmistrj-,’ in EBrrt-, 
J. Hartlieb, Die Kunst Ciromantid, Aupsburp: [1475?]; C. S. 
d'Arpentigny, La Chirognomie, Paris, 1843 ; A. Desbarolles, 
Jjts ilystires de la main, do. 1859 ; A. de Thtbes, L'Enigme 

1 A. Macalister, £Brll xx. 650. 

* J. Hartlieb, Die Kunst Ciromantia ; C. S. d’Arpentigny, Zfl 
Chirognomie, 

» Bist. Atiim. i. 15 ; PUny, BE xi. (114) 174 ; Juvenal, vi. 681. 
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de la main, do. WOO ; M. Gaster, ‘ Hebrew Version ot the 
” Secretum Secretorum,”’ Oct. 1907; A. R. Craig, The. 

Book of the Band, according to the Systems of D’Arpentigny 
and Dosbarolles, with some Account of the Gipsies, London, 
1887; H. A. Giles, ‘Palmistrj’ in Obina,' Nineteenth Century, 
Ivi. [1904] 985-988. A. E. CRAWLEY. 

PALMYRENES. — i. Introductory. — Palmyra 
is the Greek name of the town called Tadmor by 
its Semitic inhabitants, and so called to the present 
day. Situated in the middle of the Syrian desert, 
more than two days’ journey east of the cultivated 
lands, this city apparently owes its origin to an 
abundant spring which fertilizes the desert and 
gives birth to an oasis where the palm, olive, vine, 
and fig-tree flourish. However old it may be, it 
does not appear on the stage of history until the 
Grreco-Itoman period. At that time the inhabi- 
tants of Tadmor were Semites, already much 
imbued with Greek culture. Placed in the 
Hellenistic world between the two capitals of 
Syria — Antioch and Seleucia in Lower Mesopo- 
tamia — they were the traders of the northern 
desert, as the Nabatieans were between Damascus 
and Arabia. Like the Nabataeans (q.v. ), they were 
Arabs who adopted the Aramaean language spoken 
from the time of the Persians by the ancient 
peoples that cultivated the soil of Syria. Greek 
was their second language. Tiiey borrowed some 
words of administration from the Romans. Since 
the razzia of the dictator Mark Antony (34 B.C.) 
they had been under the influence of Rome, which 
granted them the jus italicum. The first in- 
scription dates from the year 9 B.C. ; it is gener- 
ally believed that the last one is from A.D. 271. 
It is therefore during this period that we must 
study the religion of the inhabitants of Palmyra. 
The national monuments are so abundant that -we 
need not seek elsewhere for information which is 
not so trustworthy. 

2 . Inscriptions. — The inscriptions are mostly 
honorific. Along the huge colonnade which ran 
through Palmyra a great many statues had been 
placed on brackets attached to the pillars. A 
Palmyrene inscription, often accompanied by a 
corresponding Greek text, stated why the toivn, 
i.e. the senate and the people, had conferred the 
honour of a statue on such and such a person. 

Naturally, religious data are more frequent in 
the inscriptions of dedication to this or that god, 
usually engraved on altars. In the burying-places 
each person is named, and more than one genealogy 
can be reconstructed ; but these inscriptions do not 
give much information beyond divine names con- 
tained in certain proper names. On the other 
hand, very frequent, but very enigmatical, indica- 
tions of a reli^ous kind are found on small clay 
tablets to winch the name of tesserce has been 
given. Unlike the Nabataeans and the Aramaeans 
of Egypt, the Palmyrenes refrained from engrav- 
ing their names in order to commend themselves 
to the remembrance of the gods or the attention of 
the passers-by. The rocks of their country offered 
fewer temptations than those of Sinai or Petra; 
but they might have made use of their monuments 
as placards. That they have not done so^ is a 
noteworthy characteristic of their moral life. 

The necessary references for the inscriptions are found most 
conveniently in the works of M. Lidzbarski, the chief authority 
on Semitic epigraphy in Germany. We have specially in view 
the Bandbuch der nordsemitischen Bpigraphik OVeimar, 
1898) - and the Ephemeris fiir semitische Bpigraphik (Giessen, 
1900-12).3 The great work of de Vogu6 on Syrie centrals 
(Paris, 1866-77) is so far the most important collection of 
Palmyrene inscriptions. The Corpus Tnscriptionum Semiti- 
carum of Palmj-ra has not j-et appeared ; the editors have been 
waiting to get the latest revision of the inscriptions made on 
the spot by A. Jaussen and E. Savignao in July 1914. 

1 Two graflitti (de Vogu5, Syrie centrals, nos. 68 and 69), the 
only ones known, are in a tomb, and maj- therefore refer to the 
dead (Lidzbarski, Nordsem. Bpigraphik, p. 169). 

- Hereafter cited as BB. " Hereafter cited as Eph. 


3 . Gods. — It would be out of place to repeat 
here the characteristics that are common to all 
Semitic religions. We shall confine ourselves to 
the features peculiar to the Palmyrenes. 

{a) The Palmyrenes are the only Semites who 
very often invoked a deity -without addressing him 
otlierwise than by extremely vague epithets. 
Other races substituted an epithet for the name of 
their god, but this epithet -was always and very 
specially his ; e.ff., Dusares is probably the lord of 
ash-Shara (Dhu’-sh-Shara), the real name remain- 
ing secret. The Palmyrene custom was quite 
diflerent: with them the same attributes could 
be and, as a matter of fact, were applied to several 
deities. Many stelae and altars are dedicated to 
him ‘whose name be for ever blessed’ yii 
‘good,’ ‘good god’ (ants K.ni>n, aao), ‘com- 
passionate’ (KiDin), ‘who grants prayers’ (KTn), 
‘rewarder’ (aw), ‘lord of the world.’ The last 
title was interpreted as ‘lord of eternity’ by the 
present writer, but he now admits that Lidzbarski 
is right, who, folio-wing de Vogiid, has always pre- 
ferred ‘lord of the world,’ since an inscription 
discovered by Puchstein gave the formula ‘ lord of 
all ’ (£j>A. ii. 296) ; in this case ‘ totality ’ stands 
for ‘the -world’ (^3 mD=ND^>jf kid). These names 
raise several problems. It has been thought that 
the Palmyrene religion, addressing itself, -without 
mentioning any proper name, to a good god, a 
merciful god, a rew'arder, master of the world, was 
on the way towards monotheism. But it must be 
noticed that at the same time homage was being 
rendered to other gods, even to deified emperors, 
like the god Alexander (Alexander Severus [AE, 
p. 459]) ; and it is very probable that this mono- 
theism, such as it was, was not the intrinsic 
development of the religious thought of the people 
of Tadmor. There were many Jews there, as is 
proved by the proper names. At that time they 
held rigorously to the law that they had prescribed 
for themselves not to pronounce tne proper name 
of their god. They substituted for it several 
epithets, some of which are similar to the Palmy- 
rene formulae. Lidzbarski (£pk, i. 256 ff.), who 
unhesitatingly admits Je-wish influence, has re- 
called ‘Blessed be his glorious name for ever’ 
(Ps72’®; cf. Dn 2^0 etc.). The capital of a small 
pillar found at Amwas in Palestine has on one side 
eTs 0e6s, and on the other naet im, ‘Blessed be 
his name for ever,’ which is exactly the Palmyrene 
formula. The ' ‘ master of the world ’ does not 
figure in the Bible, but is found in the most ancient 
Rabbinical literature. 

It must be admitted, therefore, that, either 
under the influence of Greek philosophy or_ under 
Jewish influence, the Palmyrenes had attained a 
high conception of the deity, compatible, in the 
ideas of antiquity, -with polytheism. Is the 
supreme god an ancient god on the wiiy towards 
universal rule or a new concept? Lidzbarski 
believed that the supreme god was Bgl. It is 
indeed certain, since the discovei-y of the ./^erican 
mission, that the huge chief temple of 
was dedicated to B§1. This name, pronounced BSl, 
and consequently -written 73 (and not 7 ji 3 , al), in 

Greek B?\or, is the ancient Bil of Babylon. Because 
of his supreme i-ank, the Greeks called him Zeus. 
We could very well understand the Palm j'renes con- 
ferring on him the epithets mentioned above, but, 
as a matter of fact, we never come across them 
associated with the name of B61. It was said at 
one time that Arsu and ’ Azizu were good rewarding 
gods, and that 'Azizu especially was good Md com- 
passionate i. 203); a Nabatfean at Palmyra 
calls his god Shaf-elqom, ‘ a good rewarding go 
(t 6 . i. 345). But — not to mention the last god, a 
stranger to Palmyra— neither Ansu nor 'Azizu -ivas 
important enougJj there to bethe master of or 
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Now this title is expressly given to a god of 
wide difiusion— Ea'al, or Ba'al-shamin. ^Ye have 
now four inscriptions containing his name. He is 
called ‘ lord of the world ’ (NaVy aia) at Palmyra, 
A.D. 114 {de Vogiid, no. 73 ; NE, p. 474. 4), 'good 
and rewarding god ’ {trav[ ksb unSa) at Palnnnu 
A.D. 67 (NE, p. 473. 1), ‘lord of the world,’ at 
et-Tayibe, near Palmyra, A.D. 134 (NE, p. 477. 4), 
and lastly, in a Puchstein inscription of the 
Palmyra camp, ‘great and compassionate’ (aao 
wami). The Greek text of et-Tayibe reads Ail 
fjieyitrrtf Kepawltp. Lidzbarski at first tried to prove 
that the Ba'al-shamin, or lord of the slcy, had not 
appeared among the Semites until the time of the 
Persians, from whom they borrowed him (Eph. 
i. 243 IF.). But he is mentioned in an inscription 
of Esarhaddon for the PlicEnician countries, and 
quite recently H. Pognon discovered him in an in- 
scription of Zakir, dating from the 8th cent. B.c. 
(Inscriptions simitiqucs dc la Syrie, dc la Misopo- 
tamie, et de la rigion dc Mossoul, Paris, 1907-03). 
Now Lidzbarski thinks that the Semites borrowed 
him- from the Hittites. The present writer has 
himself admitted the identity of Ba'al-shamin with 
the Teshub of the Hittites, but at the same time 
(Etudes sur les religions simitiquesfl, p. 93 fF.) he 
lias recognized him as the principal god of S 3 'ria, 
usually unnamed, if not as the great master or 
Ba'al, but known under the name of Hadad or 
Hadad E^mman, the thunder-god. This was a 
god of the Semites, who had no need to borrow 
elsewhere the notion of a sky-god — probably of 
the agricultural Semites especially, for the master 
of the sky and the thunder gave them the rain 
necessary for the fruitfulness of the soil. If the 
Palmyrenes did not know him in this aspect in 
the desert, they must have adopted him along with 
Aramman civilization. In fact, as de Vogud has 
always said, the inscriptions mean him rather than 
B§i when they refer to the god by periphrases. 
We must bear in mind, however, the possibilities 
of syncretism, applying vague epithets to various 
gods that the worshipper knew in his heart 
Perhaps the Palmyrenes also had riven the first 
rank to a great deity, whom tradition does not 
mention by name, similar to the summits dens 
of the Koman world, whom the last pagans adomcu 
to oppose to the one god of Christianity, tne 
frequent occurrence of Zfds m lalmjra 

favours this hypothesis, which does not excluae 

(b) A second charactenstic of tlm Palmyrene 
religion is its solar nature.^ The Eonians 
muSi struck by it, and believed that S^eat 
temple of Palmyra was dedicated to *^>6 
is well known, Aurelian, t’lf.conq^ueror o Zenobm 
conceived the project of uniting .-npretjcm 

cult of the supreme god, the sun. ^his y " ’ 

which tried to absorb Mithra him-elf, 

ally applied to the god of Palmyra. He also 

ordered the temple to be rebuilt . 

ii. «8 ff. tA— Fcur. Leipzig, 

We k-now that this temple was * ° 

above, 13 («»• 

basilica of the house or i>ei great 

It is quite natural in the firec- 


AO IS uuioc uit-ouxivi --- ^ flip flireC' 

ms-yyoTshippeT^ fOaould 

tion of his tastes ; but tlm “’f sun, 

themselves addicted to the i 
gave the same aspect to rsei oi . , . n small 
the name of the god is “XTalsilhat rids BGI 
solar disk. It has been ’’°^J®T)ni,vlon the god of 

must be the Bri-Marduk of 

the spring-time sun. It ’ j j. jjj^n a solar 
able that Bfil is a supreme go ^ i,ns- 

god. With the Greeks he is Zeus. 
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relief of Lanmiens, explained by Bonzevalle, the 
person called Belos below the figure is called 
Keraunos above, like Zens the thunder-god (Eph. 
ii. 83, 310). The real sun-god of Palmj-ra is 
Malak-bfil (irnaVa). He is often mentioned after 
'Agli-b61, the moon-god, following the ancient 
custom of naming the moon before the sun. In 
one of the two Koman inscriptions — comparatively 
late, it is true (middle of 3rd cent, a.d.) — 
instead of ‘to Malak-b61 and the gods of Tadmor’ 
the Latin text says ; ‘ Soli sanctissimo.’ On this 
Lidzbarski has outlined a somewhat astonishing 
theology : Malak-bSl is ‘ the messenger of BCP 
(Sa "inSd); then, as if the two ideas were necessarilj- 
connected, ‘the visible manifestation, the revela- 
tion of Bri’ (Eph. i. 256 f.). This theory, which 
seems to be inspired by the 'angel of Jafiweh’ of 
the OT, rests on the form Malak, corresponding to 
labo, and proved by the transcriptions MoXaxP^Aos, 
Malachi-bclus, Malng-bel, Malag-beliis. The argu- 
ment would prove only that Malak-bfil is the angel 
of Bfil, but It does not follow that the messenger- 
gods are the visible manifestations of the god who 
sends them ; Hermes, e.g., isnota hypostasis of Zens. 
Further, the form hlalak may be a Palmjwene 
equivalent of the Hebrew Melek or of the Assjwian 
Maliku. The present writer has shown elsewhere 
that the Assj'rian Maliku is connected with the 
Assyrian sun-god Shamash. His wife was called 
Malkatu (Jitudes^, p. 107), wdiich cannot mean any- 
thing but ‘ queen.’ hlalak-bfil, therefore, is 
rather the king-Bfil, in whom the solar aspect of 
Bfil is more prominent than in Bfil, although no 
theological speculation has connected them as the 
essence of the sun and its perceptible manifestation. 
For practical purposes, Bfil was the supreme god, 
otherwise Ba'al-shtiniin and Malak-bfil the sun.' 

There is one more sun-god, viz. Yartii-bfil 
(Vunr). If we take Bfil for the Palmyrene form 
of the Canaanite Ba'al and the Babylonian Bfil, 
Yarhi-bfil is another name compounded with Ba'al 
or Bfil. For a long time the word nr, ‘month,’ 
has suggested a lunar deity, but the Lammens 
relief, with a rayed disk, makes it a solar god. A 
tessera of G. Schlumberger represents 'Agli-bOl 
with the crescent, and \ arhi-bfil with the rayed 
disk (Eph. ii. 310). But the present writer is 
tempted to regard this merely as a result of the 
progress of the solar cult. Etjunology must decide 
the original meaning. The two gods, wjjo were 
often associated, were doubtless originally two 
aspects of the moon-god. 'Agli-bfil was the bull- 
lord (^iV), i.c. the lunar crescent, Yarhi-bfil the lord 
of the months, to which the sun is a perfect stranger. 
Both are qualified by ‘bull’ (Niiq) on a tessera pub- 
lished very recently (Eph. iii. 153). The bull is 
the special emblem of Hadad, the storm-god ; but 
it is also the symbol of the moon, because of the 
horns of the crescent moon. There is no doubt 
that it was when the cult of the sun and the moon 
became general that Yarbi-bfil became tlie sun. 
Another proof of this identification is the name 
'HMooojpos, the translation of 

Lastly, the sun was worshipped at Palmjra 
under its common name ‘ sun ’ (rcc? [NE, p. 474]) 
changed intoapropername, exactly as in Bahj-lonia. 

(c) The PalmjT-enes would not be of Arab origin 
if they had not worshipped the morning star, 
which is also the evening star, the planet Venus. 
With the Southern Arabs it was the god Athtar, 
who became in Babj-lonia the goddess Ishtar. 
AVith the Palmyrenes the god appears to be double 
(like the godde.ss among the Babylonians), and 
both are ma-sculine in form, Arsu and 'Azizu (WJt, 
u'lr), 'good rewarding gods.’ The bas-relief con- 

1 The distinction between B51 nnd the sun is clear in Zosimni 
(1. 61), wiio savs of Aurelian : ‘lUCev rt Ka\ BnAow 
ayaX^arau. 
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taining this inscription {Eph. i. 203) is difficult to 
interpret. 

Olerraont-Ganneau (iJecweiZ d'arcMol. orient, viii. 32 ff.) is of 
opinion that the scene has ' singular analogies with that of the 
adoration of the Magi. It may have been images of this kind 
that had not only an iconographic but also an iconological 
influence on the formation of the legend relating to Jesus, who 
like Azizos, was also the deue bonus puer phosphorus of 
Christianity.' 

TJlis whole induction takes it for granted that the 
bas-relief represents the god ; on the contrary, it 
is certain that it represents the giver of the stele. 
According to Lidzbarski’s interpretation (ife/t. i. 
201), there are three persons sitting on the left — 
two men and a woman ; the latter holds a naked 
child on her knee. On the right there stands a 
person, probably a man, who is perhaps playing a 
harp ; then come a camel-driver and a person on 
horseback. There is no trace here of worship, and 
no reason why the child should be the bonus puer 
phosphorus or the mprning star, since the dedica- 
tion is made to the two spirits. 

'Azizu is elsewhere the morning star, who after- 
wards became al-'Uzza, the female divinity known 
in the Quran. A Greek writer, Bartholomew of 
Edessa, says that the morning star, ri> doiff^Spou 
&<xTpov, was the merciful, compassionate god knoivn 
by the Arabs before Muhammad (PG civ. 1385). 
This is a surprising confirmation of the Palmyrene 
text which calls 'Azizu a ‘good and compassionate 
god ’ (WDmi u.^i>^<). 'Azizu was familiar to the 
Greeks under his name of 'Aftfcis(Julian, Or. iv.160). 
His companion Arsu is not so easy to trace. He 
is found much less frequently than 'Azizu in the 
Palmyrene texts, hut, on the other hand, he was 
known to the Nabatajans. He may be disguised 
under the name of Mdoipos placed by the emperor i 
Julian alongside of 'Aftfos (loc. cit,). Lidzbarski ! 
very ingeniously identifies him ivith the god of the 
Arabs whom Herodotus (iii. 8) calls ’OpordK. The 
phonetic resemblance would be effected with a 
reading 'Oporav, which is quite near to the Arab 

form ru4an (L^), preceded by a prosthetic k {Eph. 
iii. 91). Moreover, Arsu would be the real name 
of Dusares, the god of the Nabatmans. But this 
point might compromise the former one, for, 
according to Herodotus, Orotalt is Dionysos — 
which agrees quite well with Dusares, but not 
with Ai’su, if Arsu is the companion of 'Azizu. 
Perhaps their union is merely factitious, for the 
dedicator is a priest of 'Azizu only. All that can 
be asserted is that Arsu has remained in Palmyrene 
from the original Arab ground-work ; but this also 
shows the poor esteem in which ancient cults were 
held, for Arsu is met with only about twice. 

{d) Another very clear, although negative, char- 
acteristic of the Palmyrene religion is the in- 
frequency of worship rendered to female deities. 
The great Ai'ab goddess found in Herodotus, Hat 
or Allat, the feminine of the divine name par 
excellenoe, is mentioned only once (de Vogiid, no. 
8), although she figures in many proper names, of 
which Wahballat is the most famous. The tran- 
scription Athenodorus proves that Allat was identi- 
fied with Athene. And it is Athene that figures 
under her Greek name in the bas-relief of Lammens. 
Unfortunately only the first two letters (C E) of 
the Semitic equivalent, also written in Greek under 
the figure of the goddess, are known. The word 
was completed by Eonzevalle as CEMIA, wbicli is 
very probable. Later he proposed CBMIPwMEI, 
representing Semiramis, but this is much less 
likely. 

_ We must also call attention to the absence of 
El (^k), the primitive form of the god of the 
Semites, whom the Aramreans knew down to the 
8th cent. B.C. as a separate deity. This want is a 
fresh proof of the lightness of the Palmyrene 


attachment to their ancient deities. El is found 
in some rare theophoric Palmyrene names, and it 
IS very frequent in this form in S. Arabia. 

(e) We have still to mention Balti ('n^n), named 
on the tessera de VogUd, no. 155, and Atargatis 
(nnj)"my) in de.Vogud, no. 3, which are Syrian names, 
and {ME, Lexicon), which is the Phcenician 
Satrap es. 

The theophoric names lead to the conclusion 
that there was a certain cult of El (^k), mentioned 
above, B6l (Mn), which_ must be the Palmyrene 
form of Baal, and ivhich probably never was a 
proper divine name, Nebo (im), 'Athe (nny), and 
'Ashtor (nmizy), a Palmyrene form of Ishtar or 
Astarte (mncy). The name 'Athe was very im- 
portant in Syria ; its fusion with Athar in Atar- 
gatis made it impossible to know whether it was 
masculine or feminine. According to the Palmy- 
rene name oany, ‘Athe is a mother; Lidzbarski 
(Eph. ii. 303) is in favour of the female sex. 

A Latin inscription (Mordtmann, ‘Palmyren- 
isches,’ p. 47) of a Palmyrene (Theimes=’D'n) is 
dedicated : ‘diis patriis Malacbel et Bebellahamon 
et Benefal et Manavat.’ 


Below the gods, but perhaps more highly esteemed 
than some of them, we must place the Gad of the 
sacred spring which gave existence to the oasis 
(Knnnn my n mi^). Gad, in Greek TbxVt or Fortune, 
was a spirit like that of a tribe (see below, § 4 

(6) (i.)). 

4. Cult. — (a) Places of worship. — No high places 
have been found in Palm3wa, hidden in the moun- 
tain, like those of Petra. It must be remembered 
that Palmyra was a great, Hellenized city, sur- 
rounded by deserts scoured by caravans. Like all 
the ancient towns built under the Empire, the 
town was crossed by a huge avenue, which started 
from the great temple with a triumphal arch and 
ended beside the mountain in a small building, 
probably water-works. On the left were the 
theatre and the palace, on the right hot baths, a 
library, and a small temple — that of Ba'al-shamin. 

The great temple, following the plan of every Semitic eanohi- 
ary, consisted of a large enclosure, containing the house of the 
god proper. From the outside this enclosure, a piece of ground 
227 metres square, planted with trees, looked like a huge 
compact building, with rows of storeyed windows. On passing 
through the gate, one entered a large court, and then dis- 
covered that the outside walls simply served as supports for 
double porticoes, the columns of which, 474 in number, and 14 
metres nigh, corresponded to a row of pilasters. In the centre 
was the cella of the god, a building of considerable dimensions. 

The whole building was constructed according to the Corinth- 
ian method, adapted to the Semitic principle ; e.g., while in 
the Parthenon the huge temple containing the celia opens Its 

E orticoes on the side next the public, these of Palmi'ra were 
idden behind a high wall, in conformity with the arrangement 
of the Temple in Jerusalem ns it was built by Herod, but with 
much larger enclosures. Those of Palmyra are called the 
basilica of the temple of B61,’ in a text which we have already 
mentioned (above, §3 (b)). Another text calls this temple house 
of their gods’ (Littraann, Semitic ■ ■■■■■'-■ r 
was therefore a sort of pantheon. It 

of our era. The material of the temj . , , j 

as everywhere else in the Semitic East. Attention should be 
called to a hammana (KXn), which evidently corr^ponds to 
the hammdntm of the Bible (2 Oh 14® 344- 7, Ezk 64- 6). Kashi 
h.ad explained this word ns ‘column of the sun — » '’yry plaus- 
ible explanation, ns the first hammana known by Palmyra was 
consecrated to the sun-god iNE, p. 474. 2). We now hno" 0‘ 
a second one at Ologesias. In this case the place of the comnm 
is mentioned, i.e. probably its base or its socle, 
the cella which cofered it (Eph. ii. 280 f.). These allowed ol a 
certain amount of ornamentation (same inscription). 

Other objects are mentioned in Greek— a libation-carner ana 
a censer of gold, a pillow for the sacred bed of the temenos, «« 
ttjv . . . Kkeiniv (Eph. ii. 284). This sacred bed (snenj>), 
placed in a niche (knao, in Greek Kapapa or i^oAev fcf. EE. p. 
477 : Lan-range, &tudes\ p. 608 f.]), or arcosolium, corresponded 
to the Eoman pulvinar employed in the solemn lectistenna. 
There were, of course, altars (kn!?Ji) and braziers (kJl33 3’W 
!Eph. ii. 301)). The altars were often dedicated to certain 
deities— practically formingcolamns for containing inscriptions. 

(b) Beligious associations . — The religious 
were of two kinds : (i.) natural groups, and (it.) 
associations properly so called. 
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(i.) The cult of the yhos, or gens, existed among 
the Palmyrenes as clan- or tribe-worship. Certain 
devotees dedicated a kammana (see above, § 4 (a)) 
to the sun-god, the god of their family (n’a n^K 
jnnN). Probably each gens had its own particular 

f od, a Gad (aj), which the Greeks assimilated with 
_ 'ortune Our authority for this statement 

is the inscription de Vogiid, no. 3, which is incom- 
plete in Palmyrene, and translated into Greek 
as [MaXalx/SjjXv /cal Ti/XD Baiiieios, Although this 
nominative is very strange, it certainly represents 
a Palmyrene tribe. Perhaps it ought to be trans- 
lated : ‘ To Malak-bgl and to the Gad of the Taymi,’ 
or even ‘ To Malak-bfil, Gad of the Taymi.’ The 
name Gaddi-b61 signifies ‘My Gad is B61’ {Eph. 
ii. 281) ; the Beni-Gaddib61 tribe may have had 
B61 as their Gad. In this case the god of the tribe 
would be imposed on it by tradition. 

Whatever we may make of this very obscure 
point, we see that the tribes commended themselves 
much more frequently to the great god B&l. The 
formula in which they did so is really difficult to 
translate. But, if there are at times doubts as to 
the exact meaning of the word which unites B61 
and his worshiwers,* there is no doubt that the 
Beni-Hela, the Beni-Hanefi, the Beni-Barsa’a, and 
the Beni-Taymi placed themselves under Bfil’s 
protection just as particular individuals did. We 
read, e.g., on a tessera : ‘ B61 bless the Beni-Taymi ’ 
{NE, p. 488). 

(ii.) Besides these natural^ groups, there were in 
Palmyra relimous associations which might be 
described by tiie Greek word Blaaoi. This institu- 
tion is designated anno, the meaning of which is 
not given in Lidzbarski’s Handbuch. Clermont- 
Ganneau has shown that this word meant the re- 
ligious feast, the merry banquet held by certain 
associations. Recently, as originally in the Bible 
and a Punic inscription, the word has been found 
among the Jews of Elephantine {Eph. iii. 120), at 
Petra {ih. p. 278), and at Palmyra. At Palmyra 
a religious college (anno [un], where 'ja is inserted 
by Clermont-Ganneau) dedicated an altar ‘ to’Agli- 
b61 and to Malak-bSl, their gods.’ It was therefore 
a 6ta<ros consecrated to these gods, and it need not 
have been composed exclusively of priests, although 
there was a college of priests of ’Agli-b61 (Eph. iii. 
300: noc). It is the same with B61. The 

inscription Waddington 2606 a in Greek takes it 
for granted that the laity formed part of the 
association of the priests of B61. Two recently- 
discovered texts mention the post of director or 
chief of the sacred banquets (aninna nuaji=<ru;t- 
TTortapx^o.) of the priests of B6l (Eph. ii. 281, 
304)— in Greek, in the second case : apxt^pcis sal 
0 'i/[/i 7 roa'la]pxos hptur peylcrrov $€o0 Aidy ^7j[Xoy]. In 
these last two oases did the dlovos include laymen ? 
Undoubtedly in certain circumstances the priests of 
B61 formed a group by themselves. On a tessera 
three busts are accompanied ^ the inscription, 
'the priests of the god B61’ {Eph. ii. 320). XVe 
shoula say nowadays that they had been photo- 
graphed in a group. These tesscrcc are often con- 
nected with the worship of B61. Clermont-Ganneau 


says : 

• For a lonp time I have been inclined to believe tbat among ! 
those numerous Palmyrene tessrrm which have come down to 
us certain groups are connected with the rciigious associanons 
nn'd priestly colleges of Palmj-ra. They are a sort of token 
(p. 23). 

Lidzbarski is of the same opinion, and, as the 
inscriptions on the Olatrot mention the month of ; 
April, he conjectures that this was the time of tlie i 
principal ceremony. Spring-time would suit B61 
very well {Ep?i. ii. 304). -j 1 t , 1 , 

There is nothing more to be said abont the 
1 As in the case of JIN, translated ■ protect,' tidzUimki piw 
poses to translate * Make to sit, O BCl, at thy table \i.ph, ii. 
S20). But tlien what would im mean standing alone ’ 


priesthood. The word kVzsk, which recurs in 
Babylon, probably denotes an official in the temple 
of 'Azizu {Eph. i. 202). 

5. Attitude towards the gods. — Of more import- 

ance than their exterior worship are the inner 
feelings of the Palmyrenes towards their gods. 
We have already seen that, like all ancient 
peoples, they had preserved the cult of the national 
gods {0eol varpHot or srdrpioi), the gods of Tadmor. 
Nevertheless they had reached the idea of a master 
of the world, good, a rewarder, compassionate, 
propitious. Tins conception of the goodness of the 
goa is an admirable trait, and must have given 
birth to love for this god in their hearts. The 
inscriptions, however, give no indication of this 
feeling. The senate and the people render homage 
to two distinguished citizens, ‘ who feared the gods 
and loved their town’ (ji.in’io KO'mi K’n^a aVm). 
The Greek is which we translate ‘pious.’ 

The predominating sentiment,therefore,was always 
the one which is at the foundation of the Semitic 
religions — fear. Bub there is no sign of this fear 
drawing forth vows from the Palm 5 Tenes when in 
danger. At least the fulfilled vow, which occurs 
so often in Carthage, does not figure on the stelaj. 
They express merely the gratitude of the wor- 
shipper; ‘because he has invoked him and he has 
replied’ (do Vogiie, no. 5); J because he has pro- 
tected him on land and sea ’ {ib. 79). We therefore 
cannot speak of votive stelre except in a very broad 
sense. Usually the person who dedicates a monu- 
ment states that he entreated the gods for ‘his 
life,’ and adds sometimes one person, sometimes 
another — his sons, his brothers, etc. iA’'hat is the 
meaning of ‘ life ’ t It would be tempting to trans- 
late ‘ for his safety,’ meaning by that all temporal 
good expected from the gods, especially health. In 
an inscription dedicated ‘to him whose name bo 
blessed,’ All ('jWo-Ty sal En]Kl6(pJ, ‘life’ is rendered 
in Greek by iyeta, ‘health’ {Eph. ii. 295). The 
Palmyrenes, therefore, looked to their gjods for 
success in their enterprises and prosperity. In 
return they s.aw to it that the gods were honoured, 
and especiallv that the supreme god was blessed. 
They believea that their prayers were heard, and 
— ^wliab is more remarkable — they believed that 
the gods could publicly bear witness to those who 
were distinguished for their devotion to the city. 
At least this is stated of Yarbi-bOl in a text dating 
from A.D. 242. 

Julius Aurelius Zenobius rendered creat eeiviccs to theann^-, 
etc. ' It is of this that the pod Ynrhf-bei and Julius have home 
witness ' (ctv ^la ravra fiaprvpyjO^rat vrh Beov 'lapi/SwADW ,:ai vrh 
'JovMov). It DO doubt refers to nn oracle which had added Its 
approbation to that of the leader of the army. 

The guardian of the spring was also chosen by 
the same god {ir-tpeXTpps alptdds 'E^/car vijyijs {rr& 
’laptBuKov Tov 8eo0 {CIG 4502 ]). 

Tlie inscriptions do not imply that the Palmy- 
renes expected salvation in the future life from 
the gods. At most we may find an indication of 
this belief in the epithet ‘rewarder’ (aicc). It 
probably corresponds to the Jewish belief that God 
gives a good reward ( 31 a -cv) to the just in the 
world to come {Eph. i. 202). But it would certainly 
be imprudent to build a theory on a word which 
may apply to the rewards of the present life, upon 
which tlie Jews also laid great stress. 

6. The dead. — It is to the worship of their dead 
that w’e owe the greatest number of Palmyrene 
inscriptions. The funerary monuments were of 
two kinds. The most perfect type was undoubtedly 
the hypogees hollowed in the rook. Those who 
undertook this difficult work afterwards gave up 
one or more ch.ambcrs as a perpetual grant. The 
dead were placed .along the walls in recesses per- 
pendicular to the walls. This is the ordinary 
Semitic practice. XVhat is peculiar to Palmyra w 
the very high towers, containing dead bodies on 
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all the storeys, arranged as in a burial vault. 
They seem to have wished to imitate the Roman 
columbaria, adapted so as to preserve the dead in- 
stead of reducing them to ashes. Each compartment 
was closed by a stone, which is a bust of the dead 
erson, with indications of his or her name, parents, 
ate of death, and the inevitable ‘Alas !’ (7an). 

While Greek epitaphs sometimes express hopes, 
doubts, or even denials concerning the future life, 
the sepulchral inscriptions of the Palmyrenes are, 
like those of the Phoenicians and the iJlabataeans, 
silent on this point. Evidently, like those peoples, 
they set great store on not being disturbed after 
death ; although with less verbal insistence, they 
wish that their tomb may be ‘ a dwelling-place for 
ever.’ But they do not tell us whether or not it is 
in view of an existence in the other world that they 
ask that their bodies may rest in peace. It is prob- 
ably to the body merely — to the bones — that an 
inscription refers wiiich mentions this rest (ncm 
KDB nn’n, at Constanza in Rumania [JSph. iii. 30]). 
Desire for the preservation of the body led to the 
practice of embalming. Some mummies have been 
found at Palmyra (Simonsen, Sculptures et inscrip- 
tions de Palmyre, p. 63). 

7 . Ethics. — The Palmyrene inscriptions do not 
throw much light on Palmyrene ethics. The welfare 
of the city depended on its commerce, and par- 
ticularly on the management of its caravans, and 
traders were encouraged. The famous tariflf of 
Palmyra shows the amounts collected by the 
customs-house on the admission of merchandise. 
On the other hand, the heads of caravans regarded 
it as a point of honour to be faithful, for the people 
showed them gratitude by raising statues to them. 

The status of women seems to have been higher 
than in Greek or Roman countries, as the story of 
Zenobia proves. Their queens, however, do not 
seem to have been, as a rule, so highly honoured 
as among the Nabateans. In this matter, too, 
the Palmyrenes are far removed from the traditions 
of Arabia — before Muhammad. Nevertheless the 
present writer cannot believe, w'ith Lidzbarski 
{Eph. ii. 271), that, contrary to what took place at 
the Hegira, women had been excluded from the 
inheritance of tombs. A woman is expressly called 
‘inheritor of the house and the funeral cave’ (ane^T 
arnym anu n [EpA. ii. 275]). 

A slave might be set free ('in in), but continued 
to belong to the house of his former master, now 
his patron ; he mentions him, not his father, in his 
genealogy. 

The Palmyrenes’ excessive love for statues prob- 
ably comes from the Greeks. It bears witness to 
an intense municipal life, and a great desire for 
glory. 

We may say, however, that the basis of Palmy- 
rene ethics is its connexion with religion. 
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PAMPEANS. — I. Origin and classification. — 
The problem of the Red Man is one of the yet 
hidden mysteries of the world. The history of 
the S. American continent, as w'ell as that_ of 
C. and N. America, preidous to the Columbian 
era is still to a very large extent shrouded by the 
same dense mists of obscurity as it w’as when 


Cortes and Pizarro landed on the coasts of Mexico 
and Peru respectively. 

Whence came the various nations, w'hat were 
the origins of the various civilizations, what the 
many migrations over hundreds of leagues of 
territory, what the many blendings of the°various 
families, and whether the nations, the original 
inhabitants, were of one stock or have become one 
stock owing to countless ages of occupation, are 
questions which are still puzzling the scientists of 
both the Old and the New World. 

It seems clear that the main strain in N., C., 
and _S. America may be legitimately traced to one 
origin,^ but it must have been long before the 
Christian era that these first immigrants landed 
on the shores of what is known to us as the New 
World. Although they approach very closely to 
what we may call the Malay-Mongol type, the 
great movement by which the Americas were 
peopled must have taken place before either the 
Malay or the Mongol became a marked type ; for 
all practical purposes we must regard the American 
Indians as now a distinct type. 

As far as S. America is concerned, there are 
signs of four distinct migrations, and it is probable 
that the great bulk of the population came by way 
of the Pacific Coast, some from the north, some by 
way of the islands of the Pacific. Easter Island 
(q.v.), could we unveil its mysteries, might throw 
some light upon this subject. Probably the first 
comers were driven eastward and southward by 
succeeding waves, and a somewhat higher culture 
thus took possession of the western side. Count- 
less blendings account for the midland peoples. 
There are Indian traditions and other evidences 
that at a period Jong anterior to the Incas, prob- 
ably 1500 years, an ancient civilization possessing 
considerable culture existed in Peru and neighbour- 
ing regions. This civilization seems to have been 
upset by warlike migrations from the south and 
east, of hardier but more barbarous races. The 
fact that signs of very ancient human occupation 
are claimed to have been discovered in these regions 
does not necessarily prove that the present peoples 
derive their origin from any such pre-histonc race. 
We cannot overlook the possibility of there having 
been a great cataclysm at some remote period 
which may have destroyed life there. Science 
may confine itself to proven facts, but such facts 
depend entirely upon the conclusiveness of the 
proofs, and the ablest scientists will readily 
admit that they are far from having complete 
knowledge in all its branches upon which to 
build. Eew are privileged to live among and 
study a primitive people for half a generation. 
In many cases hasty conclusions are arrived 
at, almost willingly, because they support a 
theory ; even Darwin erred in attributing canni- 
balism to the modem Fuegians. _ Their intelligence 
has been compared to the stationary instincts of 
animals ; * but Yahgans with whom the present 
writer has lived in closest touch had very retentive 
memories and were not lacking in ordinary intelli- 
gence ; they certainly believed in the presence of un- 
friendly spirits, as well as the ghosts of their dead. 
Theseideaswere purely native, andhadno connexion 
with Christian or other training. Darwin draws a 
contrast between the taciturn, even morose, abori- 
gines of S. America and the light-hearted, talka- 
tive Negroes. Although S. American tribes 
nob be as light-hearted and as talkative as tlie 
Negroes, it is unjust to assert, in the case at least 
of many of them, that they are taciturn or morose, 
except, perhaps, in the presence of strangers. 
The S. American Indians are very reserved in ttie 
presence of foreigners, but, once the latter are on 
lA. H. Keane, Central and South America^, London, 1909, 
vol. i. ch. lx. 
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perfectly good terms -svith them, they throw off 
this reserve and are in reality quite light-hearted 
and talkative, jokes and puns being a favourite 
mode of amusement among them. 

At the present day many of the tribes that 
existed in early Spanish times have disappeared, 
and few Indians of Pampean or Patagonian race 
proper now survive. 

The Indian tribes known by the Spaniards as 
Pampa Indians Avere undoubtedly closely allied to 
and part of the great Ai-aucanian race, but, as 
these nomads Avere in the habit of travelling 
immense distances, even in comparatively modem 
times, it is highly probable that a large Carib 
element existed among them, and in the a^es tliat 
have passed the peoples must have crossed freely 
from eastern plains to the Pacific sea-board and vice 
versa. Intercourse Avith Europeans and other 
modifying influences Avere exerted upon them by 
contact in time of Avar, and earlier they must have 
come into close touch Avith the Chaco peoples — a 
great part of the Taluhets Avere destroyed in AA'ars 
Avith the Mocovies of the Chaco ; nevertheless, in 
spiteof such influences, the Pampeans are essentially 
a part of the Araucanian family, though those 
of Chile Avere influenced to some extent by the 
Incas. 

There are tAvo chief nations of Indians Avho in- 
habit the land on both sides of the Andes of Chile, 
the Moluches and the Puelches.* Tavo types of 
original man inhabit these regions doAvn to the 
Straits of Magellan, the round-headed races com- 
prising the Moluches, or Araucanians, and the 
Pampa Indians proper, and the long-headed people 
including the Patagonians, Avith the Tehuelches, 
OnaSj and Yahgans ; but the Patagonians became 
so mixed' up Avith the round-headed Pampas that 
much in common is found among the tribes. 

1. MoLtJcnES,— The Moluches were known by the Spaniards as j 
‘Aucaes* and ‘Araucanos.* The word aroncanos signifies 
‘ wild,' * untamed,’ ' savage,' is used not only of men but also ; 
of animals, and is derived from their own name Moluche, from 
molaiif ‘to wage war,' and cAe, 'peopte.* The Moluches were 
divided into the Picunches, Pehuenenes, and HuUUches ; they 
held both the Pacific and the Atlantic slopes of the Andes.s 

(a) The Pictmches, or northern people, occupied the country 
from Coquimbo to San Jago of Chile. They were the most 
valiant and largest-bodied men of this race. Those who live to 
the east of the Cordillera, reaching somewhat lower than 
Mendoza, are called by those of the other side * Puelchcs,' 
puel signifying * east.' 

(b) The Pehxienchcs border on the Picunches to the north and 
reach over against Valdivia to 35 S, latitude. The}’ derive 
their name from the word ptfAtten, ‘pine-tree,* because their 
country abounds with those trees. 

These two nations were very numerous formerly, but were m 
great part destroyed by repeated wars with the Spaniards 
and the ravages of disease imported by the Europeans, 

(c) The BuxUiches, or southern people, reached from Valdivia 
to the Straits of Magellan, and were divided into four distinct 
tribes. They spoke a mixed form of Moluche, differing from the 
Picunches in using the letter s (the Picunches used rand d 
Instead of 8, andfinsWd of cA, as, e.g., demo, *awoman,Veme, 
‘awoman'; mtta, ‘ great,' rncAe, 'great'). 

U. PoELCircs.— The Puelches (eastern people, because they 
live to the east of the Moluches) are divided into the Tatuhets, 
Biuihcts, Chechehets, and TfhxteiMs. The termination Aef, 
taking the place of cAe In the Moluche, means ‘people,' or 
‘people of the mountain,' ^ 

It is an interesting fact that the Towotbll or Emmapi of 
Pilcomayo use in some cases the same termination for pwple. 
They call the Sanapana people north of the Paraguayan Chaco 

thelsonhet ' ■ " the same as the w ana, 

and Indian ■ i ' > the Chanca confeder- 

acy of ancient Peru. Can it ne mat i<*c het in this cmc was 
also connected with the mountain people, and mlgW 
show any connexion with the ancient Peruvian legend that 
the pre-Inca dynast}* was overthrown by a great Invasion from 
the south? 

Garcilasso de la Yega® claims that his people 
Tvere Antarctic Indians. 


1 It *9 probable that a people bearing the name Puelchc 
were distinct from the Araucanian Puelchc, by whom Uiey 
were ousted. _ . , . . 

- Sec T. Falkner, A Deser. qf Patagonia and the aaptning 


Parts qf 5. America, 

^See Clements It. Markham, 
1910, p 81. 


The Incas qf Pmi, London, 


2. Organization and civilization. — The Moluches 
and the Puelches are dmded into a multitude of 
small_ tribes under their OAvn chiefs, Avho, hoAveA-er, 
exercise comparatively little poAA-er, that poAver 
depending entirely upon the personal proAvess and 
capacity of the holder for the time being. The 
chieftainship Avas generally hereditary, but during 
war-time various clans and even tribes Avoiild join 
together, and appoint their ablest man ns Avar-chief , 
Avho for the time exercised almost absolute poAver. 
Their favourite time for attack Ai-as the early 
morning about the rising of the morning-star, but 
before attacking they Avere in the habit of sending 
out Avell-organized scouting-parties, avIio did their 
Avork AA-ith great skill and exactitude. These 
customs are identical Avith those at present existing 
among the Avild tribes of the Chaco.* 

The Pampean and Patagonian especially AA’ere 
from the earliest days of knoAATi history true 
nomads, alAvays on the moA'e from one place to 
another, and, as the old Jesuit chronicler remarks, 

‘ neither age nor infirmity would prevent them 
satisfying tiieir nomadic craving.'- Of civilization 
even in a rudimentary form avc can find no distinct 
traces, and their religious ideas Avere ahvays of a 
very primitive type. The history of the Avorld, 
hoAvever, furnishes ns AA-ith ample proof that a high 
type of religion, unless vigorously maintained, 
tends to degenerate, and even nations once highly 
civilized have sunk under unpropitious conditions 
to a very low level. From Indian traditions gener- 
ally Ave cannot gather that there is any absolute 
proof that these peojde at some remote period had 
not been influenced by some higher race, but clear 
evidences cannot be produced. 

3. Religion. — It is very difficult in these days to 
obtain accurate information on the primitive re- 
ligious ideas of the Pampean peoples. Indians 
are gii-en to absorbing traditions and religious 
ideas from strangers, especially of other Indian 
races, altering and accon>modating them to suit 
tiieir OAvn vieu-s and ideas of life in general. 
We have therefore to depend a great deal upon the 
information handed do\A-n to us by early travellers 
and missionaries, aaOiosb lack of thorough knoAv- 
ledge of the Indian language and mode of thought, 
together Avith an almost unconscious tendency to 
read into their conception of spiritual things mean- 
ings Avhich may not really be there, leads us to 
approach such testimony Avith great caution. On 
the other hand, the modem tendency is to explain 
away tradition and so to AA-nter doAA'n the religious 
ideas of primitive peoples that they may fit in the 
better Avith the scientific theories. Too frequently 
pseudo-scientilic theory is first launched and then 
proofs to support it are carefully sought, and the 
tendency is to ignore or modify such Indian vicAVS 
as are obtained to fit in AAdth the theory already 
launched. 

So far as is known, the early Pampeans believed 
in tAvo supreme beings, one good and the other 
evil. Among the Aloluches the good spirit avus 
termed Toquichen, ' the governor of the people,’ 
the Taluhets and Diuihets called him Soychu, ‘he 
Avho rules in the land of strong drink,’ Avhile the 
Tchuelhets named him Guayavacunne, * lord of the 
dead,’ 

This somewhat resembles the belief of the Gnar- 
ayos, who regard their great god as the kind grand- 
father of their people, bolieA'ing that he Itaes in a 
far distant city, Avhich the faithful Indian reaches 
after a long and perilous journey through spirit- 
land. In this city he provides the happy ones AA-ith 
an unlimited supply of the A-ery finest cliicha, or 
maize-beer. Their ideas of perfect bliss are to 

1 Sec AA’. B. Orubb, An Unhioim Peoph in an Unhnotm 
Land, London, 1911, ch. x. 

2 See Falkner, p. 109. 
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spend eternity with a number of heavenly wives 
and a perpetual drunken feast. The Pampeans 
believe that the good deity made the world, created 
the Indians in caves, gave them arms nuth which 
to hunt and light, and then left them to shift for 
themselves. The Lenguas of the northern Chaco 
have a somewhat similar idea. "With them the 
deity is symbolized by a beetle who created our 
first parents male and female, but left them to fight 
the battle against a previous and more porverful 
race of spiritual beings as best they might.* The 
Spaniards, or Whites, they believe to have been 
created likewise, but at a later date, and to them 
were given cattle. The Indians themselves might 
have had the use of these animals ; only, being so 
frightened^ at the sight of such large animals and 
their formidable horns, they stopped up the mouth 
of the cave from which they were about to issue 
with great stones and left it to the more courageous 
Whites to permit their exit. The smaller animals, 
however, they allowed to come forth from the cave 
and multiply on the vast plains. The Guayaquil 
of Paraguay have a somewhat similar idea. But 
the Pampeans are convinced that the work of crea- 
tion is not yet finished and that new animals and 
men may be forthcoming. 

The evil spirit the Moluches call Huecuvoe, or 
Huecuvu, ‘the wanderer without.’ TheTehuelhets i 
and Chechehets name him Atskannakanatz, and i 
the Puelches Valichu. With him are a great 
number of demons M'andering about the earth, and 
they are responsible for all the evil done. The 
wizards are supposed to have two of these demoiis 
as assistants who enable them to foretell future 
events and to Icnow what is passing even at a dis- 
tance, and to cure the sick by driving away the 
other demons who molest them. Wizards are sup- 
posed to become members of these demon bands 
after death. The Pampeans, feeling that the good 
spirit no longer cares for or aids them, devote their 
whole energies to warding off or appeasing the evil 
one by means of drums and gourds filled with small 
shells to make them rattle. The wizards have 
certain spells which they keep in painted hide bags. 
They feign fits, during which they are supposed to 
be struggling with the demon, and doubtless their 
faith in these matters, together with their great 
superstitious fear, produces real fits of hysteria in 
many of them. They hide in a corner of their 
huts or are shielded from the public gaze by a 
screen of hides, and, when the opportune moment 
is supposed to have arrived, announce to the people, 
by making peculiar noises, that the demon has 
been vanquished ; they lead their tribesmen to 
believe that such noises proceed from the demon, 
■svho, now disappointed, is taking himself off to a 
safe distance. When they prophesy, they claim 
to be free from all blame should their prophecy 
prove to be false, maintaining that the lying in- 
formation given is entirely the fault of the demon ; 
but they demand their payment all the same. 
These wizards, however, do not always escape 
scathless, and, if their intervention, especially in 
the case of sickness, fails, violent hands are some- 
times laid upon them. The wizards are of both 
sexes and are generally selected when young ; the 
males are compelled to adopt the female costume 
and are not allowed to marry, although the females 
may. Wizards must lose their male sex and adopt 
the female character as far as possible. 

In addition to the two leading spirits, there is an 
infinite number of minor evil spirits attached as 
familiars to the various clans and_ families. 

The spirit- world is generally believed to be located 
under the earth in caves beneath hills and lakes. 
The fact of human remains being found does not 
of necessity prorm the uninterrupted continuance 
1 See Grubb, ch. xi. 


of the race. Antediluvian man may have lived in 
these parts, and yet the present race may have 
come from quite another direction and be of a 
different type. These religious ideas are very 
common among the S. American tribes, nor are 
they unknown among other branches of the human 
race. The general idea of the spirit-world may 
have had its origin in the overthrow of the ante- 
diluvian world when the great deeps were broken 
up, the population was engulfed by great earth- 
quakes, and large territories were submerged by 
new seas, lakes, etc. 

Those who have lived for many years in close 
intercourse with these aboriginal peoples find 
numerous signs leading to the conclusion that in 
many cases their religious ideas have degenerated, 
and that formerly they had a clearer and more 
perfect grasp of things spiritual, and this in spite 
of the fact tliat the present-day idea seems invari- 
ably to be that these races, when first we came in 
contact with them, were gradually developing their 
religious sense. 

It is recorded about 150 years ago, and probably 
continued to be the custom long after, that, on the 
death of an Indian, certain women were chosen to 
make a skeleton of his corpse by cutting out the 
interior organs, which they burned, and stripping 
off the flesh as far as possible, burying what was 
left until the bones were quite clean ; this opera- 
tion completed, the remains were removed to the 
burial-place of their ancestors. This custom was 
adhered to by the Moluches, Taluhets, Diuihets, 

I Chechehets, and Tehuelhets, who were in the habit, 
of placing the bones on a platform of canes or 
twigs, where they dried and whitened by exposure 
to the sun and rain. The Indians blacken their 
faces with soot, chanting in a mournful tone and 
striking the ground to frighten away the demons. 
It was the custom with many to place the remains- 
with the face towards the west. This is generally 
supposed to have been simply symbolic^ of the 
spirit’s winged flight to a setting sun, symbolizing 
the land of the dead. But, as with some tribes 
known to the UTiter, it may have indicated the 
place from which they originally came. The desire 
of the spirit would therefore be, while it left its 
earthly tabernacle with the hones of its immediate 
ancestors, towing its way to the traditional land 
in which dwelt its more remote forefathers; if so, 
this would point to a connexion with lands which 
may have previously existed in the Pacific. 

i'he Indians buried with the dead his horses, 
weapons, and other belongings — a custom wide- 
spread among primitive people. Widows were 
obliged to mourn for a year for their husbands. 
They abstained from washing their faces and hands 
and from eating flesh, remained as secluded as 
possible, and were not allowed to marry during the 
time of mourning on pain of death. The Teliuel- 
hets and others genermly kept the skeletons above 
ground in their burial-places. Most of their 
customs were similar to those practised by some of 
the indigenous Chaco tribes to-day. They have 
no temples or what might be justly called organued 
religious worship. , 

It appears that some venerated the eagle ana 
foretold events by the flight of birds, and that on 
occasion and for some special reasons they made 
drinking-cups of skulls, and flutes from human 
bones (neighbouring tribes assert that this custom 
is in vogue among the Aii of the Chaco), 
as if the spilling of soup and other food and 
drink upon the ground before partaking of it was 
an offering to the earth-mother, but it may have 
been derived from contact ivith ancient Incas. 
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of S. America, Hereford, 1774 ; C. R. Gallardo, Los Onas, 
Buenos Aires, 1011 ; A. F. Gardiner, A Visit to the Indians on 
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di die. Home, 164G (Eng, tr. in J, Pinkerton, Collection oj 
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w. B. Geubb. 

PANCALISM. — ‘ Panoalism ’ is the name 
recently given to a jioint of view which goes back 
to Aristotle, from which ‘ the testhetio mode of being 
real, apprehended in the contemplation of the 
beautiful, is all-comprehensive and absolute.’ The 
word ‘ pancalism ’ summarizes the Greek motto 
t6 Ka\bv rrav, 

Aristotle held that the true and the good, the 
supreme idea and the summum bonnm, were united 
in the divine contemplation of the universe as a 
work of art. _ Kant found in the ' judgment of 
taste’ (Urtheilskraft) a function by which the 
limitations of theoretical and practical reason were 
overcome in an intuition of harmony between 
nature, the world of truth, and freedom, the world 
of ends and values. Schelling explicitly taught 
thatrationalism, founded on intellect, and voluntar- 
ism, founded on ivill, reached their synthesis in 
jBstheticism, founded upon the activities and pro- 
ducts of fine art (cf. Baldwin, Genetic Theory of 
JReality, New York and London, 1915, ch. ix. § 4, 
and ch. xiii. fF., from which both the term ‘ pancal- 
ism ’ and the definition given above are taken). 

The detailed working out of the pancalistic point 
of view has awaited the modern researches in 
affective logic and the theory of the artistic ima^a- 
tion, the former due primarily to T. Ribot and the 
latter to T. Lipps. _ In view of the former, the 
experiences upon which the ‘ love ’ of Plato and the 
ecstasy of the Italian and German mystics r^ted 
have been taken out of the domain of mere indi- 
vidual feeling and given valid epistemological force. 
Peeling finds in the artistic or semblant imagina- ' 
tion its instrument as organ of a genuine apprecia- 
tion of tlie real. And in the outcome, in the rvork of 
art, the demand of the reason for the true and that 
of practice and morals for the good alike find their 
satisfaction in a synthesis of the self and its object 
— as intimated speculatively by each of the three 
thinkers Aristotle, Kant, and Schelling. 

In such a view a third alternative takes an | 
articulate form in modem philosophy. Feeling, so 
long (lespised by intellectualists and voluntarists 
alike, attains its true dignity as an organ of the 
apprehension of reality. The raptures of mysticism 
are explained and the claims of intuitionism are 
justified in the reasonable conclusions of the philo- 
sophy of art. 


LnmATCBE.— In addition to the citations made above see 
R. Adamson, The Development of Modem Philosophy^ Edin- 
bnrgh, 1903, i. 2061.; A. T. Ormond, The Foundattons of 
Knotcledge, London and Neiv York, 1900, pt ii. p. 22, fl,^; 
J. Mark Baldwin, Thought and Things, London, 1911, vol. In. 
ch ST ; W. D. Fnny, The Aesthetic Experience, Baltimore, 
1908 : W. M. Urban, Joum. of Philosophy, siii. [19101 350 H. ; 
E. L. Schaub, Philos. Reriew, xiiv. [10101039 ; E. L. Hinman, 
IJE ssvi. [1916] 661 n. J. hlAEK BALDWIN. 


PANCHALA.— Punchala is a term used in 
India to describe a group of five castes of artisans, 
formerly more closely connected -with each other 
than they now are. According to J. T. Molcs- 
worth and G. and T. Candy, Mahratti-Enylish 
Dictionary (Bombay, 1837), Panchal is a common 
term for five castes: Sonar (goldsmith), Sntar 
(carpenter), Lohnr (blacksmith), Kansar (copper- 
smith), and Patliorvat (stone-mason). The popular 
derivation of the term ispanch, ' five,’ and of, 'to 
melt/ becatisc Putichuls are said to raelfe the five 
metals— gold, silver, copper, brass, and zinc ; but 


the more probable origin of the term is to be sought 
in the Panchala tribe. 

Panchals are found in the Bombay and Jladras 
Presidencies and in the Mysore State. In Madras 
they ore more commonly known as Kammalans. 
The numbers given in census enumerations are 
quite nnreliahle, as members of the Punchala com- 
nmnity frequently describe themselves as belong- 
ing to one of the five castes mentioned above, 
instead of using the name Panchfila. The origin 
of the term is a matter of much speculation. Pfin- 
chalas lay claim to the status of Brahmans, and 
have some support for this claim in the rights and 
privileges which they commonlj- possess. It is not 
at all easy to decide whether a gild of artisans, 
working in the five materials, gold, iron, copper, 
wood, and stone, has in the post raised itsmi to 
Brahmanic status, or whether, on the other hand, 
Brahmans, having taken to work in these materials, 
contrary to the laws of Mann, have become an 
artisan caste while retaining their superior posi- 
tion. The fact that the skill required for work- 
ing in metal, wood, or stone does not vary much 
would explain to some extent both an affinity be- 
tween castes working in the different materials and 
the fact that a caste, abandoning literary pursuits 
for the handicrafts, could adopt all tliese methods of 
earning a living. It is on the whole more prob- 
able that the caste had its origin in a Brahmanic 
group becoming artisans than in an industrial gild 
rising to the dignity of Brahmanic rights and 
privileges. Indeed, the case seems to be a survival 
from the period in India when status ceased to be 
determined by occupation and became hereditary. 
The wealthy position of workers in precious metals 
may very probably have assisted the Panchals to 
uphold their claims to Brahmauic status for a long 
period in face of the strong opposition evinced to- 
wards them by Brahmans of a more orthodox call- 
ing. This was notably the case during the nile of 
the Peshwas, who did not deny to Sonars the right 
to style themselves Daivadnya Brahmans. 

Care is necessarj’ to distinguish between Panchals 
properly so described and the distinct castes of 
Sonars, Sutars, Lohars, Kansars, and Patharvats, 
which in many cases have established a Panchala 
subdivision and show a tendency to adopt the tra- 
ditions of the Panchala caste. They are entirely 
different in origin, and this is made clear by their 
remaining os five distinct endogamons groups, not 
possessing the close resemblance of Panchals to 
Brahmans in rites and appearance. Panchals 
proper usually intermarry freely ; hut Thurston 
(Castes and Tribes of S. India, ill. 108) mentions 
that in certain towns the Sonar section no longer 
marry willingly "with Lohars. 

The Panchala caste has five yotras, or exo- 
gamons divisions, knoivn ns (1) Suparna Daivadnya, 
(2) Ababhnwana TvaSta, (3) Prasthana Silm, (4) 
Sanag Manuva, and (5) Sanatan Maya. Tlieso 
names are connected, as shown, with the five sons 
of YiSvakarmn, the divine architect, t.e. Daivadnya, 
Tvn^ta, Silpi, hlanuva, and Maya. 

Panchals have the Brahmanic jana'lvfw, orsacra- 
ments, and perform their ceremonies according to 
the Vedic ritual. Freiment attempts were made 
in the days preceding British rule to deny them 
the right to these Brahmanic privileges ; hut tlic 
decision of tlieyarirft(s, or religions advisers, when 
referred to, wqs in their favour. They are fol- 
lowers of both Siva and Visnn, and are even found 
wearing the lihyam of the Lmg5ynts (q.v.). They 
have their own priests and do notc.aU in Bralimans 
to perform their religions ceremonies. They will 
not eat food cooked by Brahmans, of -whom* they 
consider themselves at least the equals. 

Lmmxrvr.T..—BG xt. [15*3], xx. [12?!]. Jiri- ['52(]. xxH 
[1SS4], xiiii. [1SS4], xxlv. [ISiC]; Journal of the Elhnotogiea. 
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Society of London, new sen, i. [1869], iii. [1871] ; A. Steele, 
Lmd and Custom of Hindu Castes, new ed., London, 1868; 
F. Buchanan, Joumej/ through Mysore, Canara, and It alahar, 
do. 1807, i. 78, 251, ii. 270, 476 ; B. L. Rice, Mysore and 
Coorg, Banplore, 1876-78, i. 243, iii. 211 ; E. Thurston, 
Castes and Tribes of S. India, Madras, 1009, iii. 108. 

R. E. Enthoven. 

PANCHPIRIYA. — I. Introductory. — Panch- 
piriya is a term applied to the worship of the 
Pahchon Pir, or ‘live saints’ — a form of belief 
very common among the lower Hindu castes in W. 
Bengal, the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, 
and E. Panjab. It seeriis to be a combination of 
various forms of animism characteristic of the 
lower strata of the population and Muhammadan 
saint-worship. 

The Pahch or Panj Pir, the ‘five saints’ of 
Islam, are, properly speaking, the five great saints 
of the Shi'ah sect — the Prophet Muhammad ; his 
daughter Fatimah ; 'Ali her husband, cousin- 
german and adopted son of the Prophet ; and their 
sons, Hasan and Busain, the two martyrs whose 
pitiful death is celebrated yearly by members of 
the Shfah sect during the first ten days of the 
Muharram festival {DI, p. 407 tf.). But this 
orthodox cult has little connexion with the Panch- 
piriya beliefs, in which each worshipper or group 
of worshippers selects, according to individual 
taste, the saints whom he prefers as objects of 
reverence. Thus in the Panjab the quintette 
sometimes consists of the saints Khwajah Qutb- 
ud'din, Khwajah IMuin-ud-dln Chishti of Ajmer 
ig.v.), Shaikh Ni?am-ud-din Auliya of Delhi, 
Nasir-ud-din Abu’l-khair, and Sultan Nasir-ud-din 
Mahmud. A second list gives their names : 
Baha’-ud-din Zakarlya of Multan, Shah Ruq’a-i- 
’alam 5a?rat of Lucknow, Shah Shams-i-Tabriz of 
Multan, Shaikh Jalal Makhdflm Jahaniya Jahftn- 
gasht of Uchcha, and Baba Shaikh Farld-ud-din 
Shakarganj of Pakpatan. In the United Provinces 
the group usually includes worthies of a much 
lower rank, one list giving Ghazi Miyan, Amina 
Satl, Bhairon, Buahna, and Bande, Amina being a 
sail, or faithful wife who died on the pyre of her 
husband, and the three last deified worthies or 
malignant spirits propitiated by the lowest classes. 
Here, as in W. Bengal, the enumeration varies 
from district to district, according to the tastes of 
the worshippers pr the local cults which have been 
absorbed into this form of worship. 

Practically all the lists in the United Provinces 
and Bengal are headed by Ghazi Mi 3 ’’an, who has 
some pretensions to be regarded as a historical 
personage. His history is found in the Mirdt-i- 
Maiudl, of which an abstract has been given by 
J. Dowson (H. M. Elliot, Hist, of India, London, 
1869, ii. 513 tf. ; cf. NINQ ii. 109). 

Dowson calls the book ‘ n historical romance. In it fact and 
fiction are freely mingled, and the great actions and exploits of 
other men are oppropriated, without scruple, to the hero of 
the tale.’ The conqueror, Maijmud of Ghazni (a.d. 997 or 998- 
1030), it is said, learning of an attack by the Hindu infidels on a 
division of his forces, sent his nephew, Saliir Sahu, in command 
of a force to relieve them. After waging successful war upon 
the infidels, he was finally slain near Bahraich in Oudh (a.p. 
1034). 

It is one of the curious aspects of popular Hinduism 
that a Musalman martyr, who waged unceasing 
war against Hindus and destroyed their temples, 
should become the head of a quintette of saints 
widely venerated by the lower orders of Hindus. 
Wise, remarking that in E. Bengal the guru, or 
spiritual preceptor, of the sect is the mahant, or 
provost, of the Nanakshahi or Sikh order of 
devotees, suggests that the origin of the Panch- 
piriya beliefs may be traced to NSnak (g.v.), the 
famous Sikh guru. 

Nanak ‘ taught universal toleration, and insisted that not only 
were the essential doctrines of Hinduism and Muhammadanism 
analogous, but that the Supreme Being, adored as either Hari 
[Yispu) or Allah, was sought after by the devout of both creeds. 
It was natural that in such a tolerant sect eclectic teachers 


should spring up, selecting from the ritual of each religion 
whatever was likely to recommend itself to the vacillation of 
either party’ (Notes on the Races, Castes, and Trades of E 
Bengal, p. 18 !.). 

There seems, however, to be little ground for 
associating the growth of the Panchpiriya beliefs 
with the rise of Sikhism, because it prevails widely 
in parts of the country where Sikh influence is 
altogether wanting. It also seems probable that 
the cult was older than Sikhism itself. It is 
more reasonable to suppose that it supplies one of 
many examples of the eclectic character of popular 
Hinduism, particularly in its lower strata, where 
the worshipper is prepared to venerate any imper- 
sonation of the divine energy from which he hopes 
to obtain a favour, or by the neglect of which he 
imagines that he may be exposed to malign influ- 
ences. In this spirit lower class Hindus will visit 
the tombs of Musalman saints or even make offer- 
ings at the graves of Europeans, in the former 
case believing that the vicinity of the grave of 
the holy man exhales an influence which will be 
beneficial to them, in the latter dreading that the 
angry ghost of the powerful stranger, if not duly 
propitiated, may do them injury. 

It does not seem necessary to connect the cult 
with that of the five Pandava heroes of the 
Mahabharata epic in a special way, as some 
•writers have snggested. In fact, in Hindu belief 
five is a perfect, holy number. Hence comes the 
respect paid to the pahchdyat, or the body which 
should properly consist of five arbitrators or 
assessors, the tribal or caste council of the group 
or locality, which deals with social affairs, such as 
marriage, divorce, violations of caste rules, and so 
forth. Pahch jahdn Parameivar, ‘Where five 
a^ee, ’tis God’s decree,’ is a common proverb 
wmich expresses popular feeling. In the same 
way there are five great gods worshipped by the 
orthodox Hindus. The otf’erings presented to the 
gods are usually five or some multiple of that 
number ; five unmarried girls or _ five married 
women whose husbands are alive bring good luck 
to the marriage rites, and so on. At the same time 
the cult of the five Pandava heroes extends from 
the Himalaya to Madras, and this was possibly 
one of the sources contributing to the Panchpiriya 
beliefs (PiJ= i. 206). 

The Panchpiriya beliefs, then, appear to be the 
result of a fusion of Hinduism and Islam, and 
probably arose after the Muhammadan conquest 
had impressed upon the minds of the lower classes 
of Hindus the assurance that the saints worshipped 
by the newcomers must be powerful personages to 
whom the snccess of the invaders might reasonably 
be attributed. With these saints were naturally 
associated some of the myriad local deitks and 
malign spirits which the menial classes of Hindus 
habitually worship. The result was the extra- 
ordinary amalgam of divine personages and dan- 
gerous spirits which we find in the various lists. 

2 . Local types of the cult. — (a) Bengal. In ly. 
Bengal the ‘five saints’ form one of the main 
objects of adoration, not only of Muhammadans, 
but also of Hindus of the lower grades. They are 
often worshipped as family deities, being repre- 
sented by a small mound on a clay plinth erected 
in the north-west comer of one of the rooms or tne 
house. On this is fixed a piece of iron, resembling 
in its shape the human hand, each finger symboliz' 
ing one of the quintette, with a piece of yellow 
cloth bound where the wrist should be. . 

‘Every Wednesday the mound is washed, Jf 

before it and otferinErs of flowers are made. On ^eew 
occasions sacrifices are offered, either of {(,5 

the votary is a Hindu he often encages a DaMJi [one of tne 
drummer caste] Fakir to perform the ceremony on Ms Mna i. 
The Pilnohpiriyi Hindus eat the flesh of go^ 

Muhammadan butchers in accordance with the fomspre-CTiDra 

by their religion and will not touch ?cshof anirn 
have been sacrificed before a Hindu god. They do , 
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ever, neglect the worship of Hindu deities’ (E, A. Gait, Censui 
0 / India, 1001, vi., Bengal Report, pt. i. p. 165 f.). 

(6) United Provinces and Panjab . — Here .the 
■worship eentres round Ghazi MiySn. It is signifi- 
eant that in the popular accounts of his martyrdom 
there are references to his desire to rest on a spot 
in the battle-field where there ■was an image of 
the sun, much venerated by Hindus. Tradition 
asserts that, -when he "was buried, his head rested 
on this image, the -worship of -which he had devoted 
his life to destroy. The natural inference is that 
the cult succeeded to, or -was possibly based on, 
that of some local solar deity. His special feast, 
again, is known as ‘the marriage’ (fiyah) of the 
hero. He may thus be regarded as one of the 
class of divine youths, snatched away from life at 
the height of their strength and beauty, like 
Dulha Deo, the deified bridegroom of the forest 
tribes of Central India, and his ‘marriage’ may be 
one of a group of mimetic magical observances 
intended to promote fertility. The scene of his 
death is traditionally fixed at Satrikh in the 
BarabankI District of Oudh. Here in the month 
of March a large annual fair is held in his honour, 
and similar observances take place at other locali- 
ties such as Gorakhpur and Bhadohi in the 
Mirzapur District of the United Provhices, where 
cenotaphs have been erected. At his festivals a 
long spear or pole, cro-wned at the top with bushy 
hair, representing the head of the martyr, which, 
it is said, kept rolling on the ground long after it 
was severed from his body, is carried in procession. 
In the eyes of orthodox Muhammadans the obser- 
vances naturally savour of idolatry. Sikandar 
Lodi (A.D. 1489-1510) prohibited the practice, and 
the Maulavis, or orthodox Muhammadan teachers, 
in the Panjab at the present day_ discourage it. 
But the cult satisfies the animistic tendencies of 
the lower classes, both Hindu and Musalman, and 
shows no sign of disappearance. 


LirEBiTUBE. — J. Wise, Notes on the Races, Castes, and 
Trades of B. Bengal, London, 1883, p. 17 if. ; W. Crookc, 
li, 205 ff. ; E. A. Gait, Census of India, 1901, vi., Bengal Report, 
pt. i. pp. 180, 18S ; E. D. Maciagan, Census of India, 1891, 
Panjib Report, pt. i. p. 103 ; Pandit Hariltishan Kaul, Census 

_^y »*. T-, TO*? tViP localleg^ndB 

of( ■■ ■ ' ■ . /, i-llltf.; 

W. ! ■ . ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ 1853, i. 48. 

The Panchpiriya ballads have been colleotca oy K. Greeven, 
NISQ ii. [1802J, reprinted in The Heroes Fire, Allahabad, 1893. 
For the worship ot Muhammadan saints in N. India see R. 
Temple, The Legends of the Panjab, Bombay. 1ES4-1901; 
JV/jVQ ii. 109, iii. [1893] 50, 185, v. f 1895] 129. For the worship 
ol Balmik see Census of India, 1311, Panlab Report, pt. • 
p. 131 It. W, Crooke. 


PANCOSMISM (wav, neat, of ttos, ‘ the whole,’ 
‘ all ’ -PArdo-Aor, the universe in its order or arrange- 
ment). — ^This term is of rare occurrence, bcc.ause 
the theory denoted by it has seldom been held in 
the strict acceptation by any competent philoso- 
phical thinker ; Czolhe (1819-73), in his first period, 
was a notable exception. It means that all being 
or reality consists exclusively of the physical uni- 
verse existing under the conditions of space and 
time. As a rule, the view has been confused with 
one orotherof the protean forms of pantheism _(y.u). 
Now, when examined closely, pantheism, considered 
metaphysically, presents but two legitimate stand- 
points. On the one hand, by participation, all 
phenomena in the universe share the nature of the 
absolute substance and, to the extent of this par- 
ticipation (wliich may be matter of degree), are 
re.al. On the other hand, the phenomena are transi- 
tory forms or appearances of tlio absolute substance 
and thus, in efTect, illusions. Whether the doctrine 
of metexis or that oi mimesis he accepted, tlio meta- 
physical problem of immanency presents itself. On 
the contrary, p.ancosinism implies the ejection of all 
metaphysical questions— there is no room for a 
transcendental factor. 


‘ Pantheism and Pankosmism are but the Ideal and real sides 
of the same thought. The pantheist is a metaphssidan, the 
pankosmist a physicist' (A. M. Fairbairn, Studies »n the Philo^ 
Sophy of Religion and History, London, 1876, p. S92). 

In its strict acceptation, then, pancosmism asserts 
that the order of the universe is a self-sustained, self- 
acting arrangement, and that, in particular, no trace 
of purpose, such as the fact of consciousness would 
seem to indicate, is discernible. Thus, not merely 
are metaphysical problems extruded, but a specific 
solution of them is assumed dogmatically or uncriti- 
cally. On this basis experience is to he ‘ explained ’ 
by reference to the ‘ veritable reality of extra-mental 
existences,’ which, in turn, are to he treated after 
the manner necessitated by the practical require- 
ments of natural scientific generalization. 

The theory exemplifies a recurrent logical error, 
a common markof unpiiilosophical thinking always, 
hut especially in periods of reaction against domi- 
nant theological or ‘spiritual’ doctrines. Briefly, 
second intentions are either mistaken for or employed 
as if they were first intentions. That is to say, 
conceptual results of reflective thought are taken, 
prima facie, as direct percepts. Phrases like ‘ the 
universe’ and ‘natural law’ (c.jr., Haeckel’s ‘law 
of substance’) belong distinctively to mind. Any 
‘object’ indicated by them is ‘in’ mind. But, 
according to pancosmism, such ‘objects’ precisely 
are out of all relation to mind. This fallacy is one 
among many consequences of a tendency rendered 
familiar by the prematuregeneralizations of ‘modern 
thought’ so called, particularly on the biological 
side ; for the vagueness inseparable from tlie sciences 
of organic nature rather than the niathematical 
exactness of the sciences of physical nature has 
favoured philosophical delusion. It originates in 
forgetfulness that the business of science is to offer 
descriptions of particular things — things -whose 
existence is conditional upon the existence of other 
things. Tims, ‘laws of nature’ do not refer to 
nature as a whole, but to separate parts of it. To 
extend them to the ‘ universe ’ in its totality is quite 
unwarrantable. Much more is it unwarrantable to 
transfer descriptions of things, no matter what tlieir 
cogency or accnracyj to the sphere of the ultimate 
and necessary — a main vice of pancosmism and allied 
theories. For this reason, then, the pancosmist 
hypothesis has failed to recommend itself to serious 
thinkers. As history shows, it is associated with 
deductions drawn from empirical observation, or 
presumed to he so drawn. These, in turn, wlien 
tinctured with the mysticism or even poetrj’ wliich, 
by a curious paradox, seems to be compatible with 
materialism (q.v.), come to do duty as a theory of 
reality. Evidence, itself in need of thorough criti- 
cism, is treated as if it guaranteed an ultimate ex- 
planation of the universe. Critical analysis of the 
categories of space and time, in their relation to 
the category of change particularly, would servo 
to bare the vicious procedure at once. 

Litebattoe.— S ea the bibliographies umicr Matebiaubh, 
Mosisu, and Paktiieism. Rcicrcnces to pancosmism in philcs 
BOphical literature are few and only sporadic. 'The best discus- 
sion of theories allied temperamentally with pancosmism is J, 
Ward, NatureUism and Agnosticism.*, London, 1915. Sec also 
H. Crolbe, Reue Darstellung des Srnsualitmus, Leiprig-, 1855, 
Die Entstehung des Selbsttieicutstseins, do. 1656 ; E. Mont- 
ftomery, 'Is Pantheism the lAiplimato Outcome of Modern 
Science f'»fo«m. of Spec. Philosophy, xii. fISS'5J 352 f. ; C. W. 
C. Nadcn, Jndiiction and Deduction, London, 1800, p. 165 f.; 
A. Seth, Man’s Place rn the Cosmos, do. 1897, p. 72 f.; W. 
Ostwaid, Vorlesungen fiber Raturphilosophie^, Leipiif, 1905, 
p. 7011., Enf. tr. Ratural Philosophy, Kew Vork, 19Io, p. IB fl. ; 
A. E. Taylor, Rternentsof Metaphysics, London, 1903, p['. 21617., 
27911. : W. P. Montawue, ' Consciousnc's a Form o! Kncrtri-,’ 
in Essays Phiiosophicat and Psyeholcgicat in Honor of William 
James, New York. 1903; J. T. Mere, A Hist, of European 
Thounht in the Rineteenth Century, London, 1012, vo! iii. cIi. 
vL ; k. W. Sellars, Critical Realism, Chicaira, I9IG, 

R. M. 'Wenley. 

PANDHARPUR. — Pandliarpur is a famous 
religious town and place of pilgrimage in the 
Sholaptir District of the Bombay Presidency, 
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situated on the right bank of the river Bhima, a 
tributary of the Kistna ; lat. 17° 41' N., long. 
75° 26' E. The place derives its name from the 
cult of a deity now regarded as a form of Visnu, 
variously called Pandurang, Pandhari, Vitthal, 
Vitthalnath, and Vithoba, whose noted temple 
near the centre of the holy part of the town is 
held in great reverence by Brahmans. 

VifhobS, according to Pag4‘t Bhag-vanISl IndrajF (£{? xx. 423), 
‘ is a short form of Vifhthal bava, that is " Father ” or “ Dear ” 
Vifhthal ; Vit;hthal does not appear to ho a Sanskrit name, nor, 
though several attempts have been made, can the word be 
correctly traced to any Sanskrit root. The name is probably 
Kanarese.’ 

Others explain it to mean ‘standing on a brick,’ 
from the position of the image of the god (J. M. 
Mitchell, Hinduism Past and Present, p. 169 ; 
M. A. Macaulifle, The Silch Religion, vi, 23). It 
is more probable that the name is a corruption of 
Visnupati, ‘lord Visnu,’ through the local form 
Bistu or Bittu. The present name Pandurang, 
usually interpreted to mean ‘white-coloured,’ is 
more probably a Sanskritized form of Pandaraga, 
‘belonging to Pandarge’ — the old name of the 
place. From these facts Vithoba seems to be a 
local deity admitted into Hinduism as a form of 
Visnu. 

The date of the erection of the original temple, 
which has been repeatedly restored and extended, 
is unknoum. It seems to have been erected under 
the Yadava dynasty of Devgirl, and to have been 
destroyed by the Muhammadans, as several figures 
are wilfully destroyed. According to local tradi- 
tion, the image was several times removed to save 
it from desecration at the hands of the Muham- 
madans. It is about 3 ft. 9 ins. in height, and 
together with the base seems to be cut out of 
a single block of trap rock. It stands with arms 
akimbo and hands resting upon the hips, the left 
hand holding a conch-shell and the right a discus, 
the emblems of Visnu. No other Vaisnava temple 
in India seems to possess a similar image. It is 
served by a colony of Desa?th Brahmans, including 
priests (oadva), ministrants, choristers, bathmen, 
singers, barbers, mace-bearers, and lamp-lighters. 
The service is performed five times during each 
day and night. 

About 3 a.m. a priest humbly begs the god to wake ; the door 
is opened, the food placed in the bed-chamber on the previous 
day is removed, and butter and sugar-candy are laid before the 
god. A torch made of muslin soaked in butter is waved before 
Him from head to foot. Many votaries come to behold the god 
at this time. After this he is again fed, butter and sugar being 
placed in his mouth. Lights perfumed with camphor are again 
waved, the faded garlands are removed, and the feet of the 
image are washed first in milk and then in water. The service 
proper (puja) then begins. The image is unrobed and bathed, 
a sheet being held before the door while he is naked. After his 
oath he is wiped dry and dressed in new robes. His face is 
wiped and rubbed with scented oil until it shines. A turban 
is bound round his head and garlands of flowers are hung on 
his neck, while the barber holds a mirror before him. His feet 
ore washed and rubbed with sandal ; sandal paste is applied to 
his brow. After the morning service, about 3 p.m., the god is 
again dressed ; the ministrant bathes and adorns him. 

The days specially sacred to the gods are Wednes- 
day and Saturday, unless these fall at the conjunc- 
tion of sun and moon or ominous conjunctions of 
planets occur. As in the case with all Vai§navas, 
the 11th day of the month is a fast day. The 
chief fairs are in June to July and October to 
November, when immense crowds assemble from 
all parts of the Deccan and S. India. The other 
temples in the town are numerous, hut not of 
special importance. 

Literature. — This art. is mainly based on the full account of 
the place, the temple, and its ritual by Paiidit Bbagvanlal 
Indraji, in BG xx. [1SS4] 416 ff., and J. M. Mitchell, Hinduism 
Past and Present, London, 18S5, p. 16Sfl. On the local saint, 
Namdev, see M. A. Macauliffie, The Sihh Religion, Oxford, 
1909, vi. 23, 34. On the anti-Brahmanical influence of the 
Marhata poet Tukaram see M. M. Knnte, Vicissitudes of 
Aryan Civilisation in India, Bombay, 1880, pp. 464, 497. 

vV. Ceooke. 


PANGENESIS. — The theory of pangenesis, 
though to some extent foreshadowed in tlie WTit- 
ings of Buffon, Spencer, and others, was originally 
put fonvard by Charles Darwin in 1867. By 
means of it he sought to connect together many 
difierent classes of biological facts with which 
his studies had brought him into close contact. 
It was a tentative explanation of phenomena so 
diverse as the general process of development, 
the regeneration of lost parts after injury, re- 
version in offspring to characters present in remote 
ancestors, the inherited effects of the use and dis- 
use of organs, and graft-hybrids. For these and 
other phenomena of life Darwin attempted a general 
explanation in the tlieoiy which he termed ‘ pan- 
genesis.’ The tissues of plants and animals are 
composed of small microscopical units called cells, 
which increase by self-division. According to 
Darwin, this is not the sole mode of reproduction 
whereby these units increase in number. He sup- 
posed that they continually throw off minute par- 
ticles, or gemmules, which permeate the whole 
system of the individual, tinder suitable con 
ditions these gemmules multiply by self-division 
and ultimately give rise to units similar to those 
from which they sprang. At the spot where the 
sexual elements are formed a specim attraction is 
exerted on all the different kinds of gemmule 
from the body. Here they congregate and con- 
stitute the sexual elements. As the sexual cells 
tliemselves, especially those produced by the 
male, are often very small, it must be supposed 
that the gemmules are exceedingly minute, and 
quite invisible under the highest powers of the 
microscope. Fertilization means the union of two 
sets of gemmules, and subsequent development 
results in offspring bearing resemblances to the 
parents by whom these two sets were supplied. 
In this way is explained the general likeness 
between parents and offspring. A further supposi- 
tion is that under certain circumstances gemmules 
may become dormant and remain so tor many 
generations. Then, through unknovm changes m 
the conditions, they may re-awaken into activity, 
and bring about the sudden reappearance 9 ^. the 
character or characters to which their activities 
give rise. In this way is explained the phenomenon 
of reversion on the part of offspring to features 
which were found in some more or less remote 


The co-ordinated aggregation of the gemmules 
[lich serves to explain the process of normal 
svelopment serves also to explain the remarkable 
lenomenon of the regeneration of lost parts, such 
occurs when a limb of the lobster is lost or 
e tail severed from a lizard. _ The appropriate 
immules congregate at the point of injury and 
tract others to themselves, so that a complete 
t necessary for the re-formation of the lost part 
eventually assembled. , 

Darndn also considered that the theory served 
explain cases such as the development 
itenna in a crustacean in place of an eye, or the 
ipearance of buds in unlikely places on a plant, 
ich teratological cases are due to the wrong 
mmules having arrived first at the point ot 
owth, and having attracted their own com- 
ement of gemmules instead of that necessary to 
mplete the normal sequence. _ 

Some of the phenomena which Darwin sought to 
plain by the theory of pangenesis have smee 
en shown to be either of doubtful nature or 
sceptible of a totally different interpretation, 
le supposed inherited effect of the use and clisus 
parts, in which Darwin believed strongly, is 
iw generally discredited by biologists. Recent 
irk, too, has shoivn that graft-hybrids are m 
olity made up of two distinct individuals, oi 
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■which one supplies certain tissues and the other 
one the rest. A gvaft-hyhrid may consist of the 
hody of one plant covered over by the skin of 
another. The resultant is more or less intermediate 
in appearance, hut the cell-tissues of the t-wo kinds 
remain distinct, and the compound plant breeds 
true to the member of the combination that sup- 
plies the cell-layer from which the germ-cells arise. 
Of such phenomena the theory of pangenesis offers 
no explanation, 

Prom the outset Darwin’s theory rvas subjected 
to much criticism. A few years after its promul- 
gation Galton questioned its validity on experi- 
mental grounds. He argued that, if representatives 
of all the various gemmules given off by the body 
of an animal are collected into the sexual glands, 
as the theory demands, they must travel by the 
passage of the blood. Hence the blood must be 
full of them, and they must be capable of living in 
the blood for some time. If, therefore, the blood 
of one form were replaced by that of another, the 
offspring of animals with such transfused blood 
should show effects derived from the interchange 
of gemmules. Galton accordingly made blood- 
transfusion experiments between ailver-grey rabbits 
and lops, and subsequently bred from both classes. 
In spite of the transfusion each class bred true, 
and in no ease did the offspring exhibit any differ- 
ences that might be set down to the operation. 
These experiments of Galton are supported by the 
case of the graft-hybrids mentioned above. _ A 
graft-hybrid, as has already been stated, consists 
of a permanent fusion between indmdual_ plants 
which may belong to different allied species, as, 
e.ff., between the tomato and the common weed 
Solatium nigrum. Nevertheless experiment has 
show that the offspring of such compound plants 
belong entirely to one of the two forms of which 
the plant is made up. If the doctrine of pan- 
genesis were true, and the gemmules of both forms 
were collected together in the sexual tissues, some 
effect would undoubtedly be looked for in the 
offspring. That no effect is produced certainly 
tells against the doctrine. 

Nor does pangenesis receive any simport from 
•U’hat is now known of cell-division. The science 
of cytology, largely concerned with the characters, 
origin, and growth of cells, has been revolutionized 
since Darwin wrote, and the ascertained phenomena 
lend no support to the ■view that new cells arise in 
any way other than by division of pre-existing 

Whatever its shortcoinings, the theory of pan- 

f enesis probably contains one essential truth. 

'he conception that the various characters ex- 
hibited by plant or animal depend for their mani- 
festation upon definite units which are transferred 
unchanged from generation to generation is a 
conception which has been borne out by recent 
experimental work {see art. HeredI'^’’). It is a 
conception, too, which has formed an integral part 
of the more important theories of inheritance that 
have been put forward since Darwin’s time, and to 
this extent pangenesis may bo said to ha^ve fonned 
the basis of modem heredity. In one respect, 
however, Darwin’s theory differs fundamentally 
from those which aucceede(l it, viz. in the concep- 
tion of the manner in which the somatoplasm is 
related to the germ-plasm. For Dannn there was 
no very sharp distinction between the two. At 
an early stage in development the sexual cells 
were non-existent ns such, but were rcprc-sented 
by innumerable gemmules scattered throughout 
the body. As development proceeded, repre.«enta- 
tive gemmules from the various tissues became 
aggregated together in the sexual gland, ultimately 
giving rise to the reproductive tiss^ue or germ- 
plasm. Sexual cells gave rise to body tissue and 


body tissue in its turn, through the formation of 
gemmules, gave rise to sexual cells. In the 
sequence of the generations there was a continual 
alternation between somatoplasm and germ-plasm, 
the connecting link between them being the 
gemmules. The theory involved the transporta- 
tion of the gemmules from the fertilized ovum to 
the body tissues, and again from the body tissue.s 
to the fertilized ovum. Strong objections to this 
hypothetical transportation of gemmules were soon 
raised by Galton and others, and the idea was 
abandoned by Weismann and other successors of 
Darudn. Following Weismann, most biologists 
to-day draw a sharp distinction between germ- 
plasm and somatoplasm. The sexual elemeuta 
continue to be genu-plasm after their fusion, but 
from this fused germ-plasm a portion is gradually 
set aside as development proceeds, is specialized as 
the bod^ of the new individual, and functions as 
the carrier and protector of the remaining and 
unmodified germ-plasm. The body eventually 
dies ; the germ-plasm carried by it alone retains 
the property of fusion with other germ-plasms to 
repeat the sequence. After each fusion of separate 
germ-plasms resulting from the union of two sexual 
cells a portion is sacnficed to ensure the continued 
activity of the rest. The germ-plasm goes on from 
fusion to fusion, from generation to generation, and 
at each generation is side-tracked a portion which 
becomes somatoplasm, which drifts thencefonvard 
from the evolutionary current and ultimately 
perishes. The case for or against pangenesis rests 
largely upon what is termed the inheritance of 
‘acquired’ characters, upon whether changes in 
the somatoplasm induced by changed conditions 
can be transmitted to the next generation through 
the medium of the germ-plasm. Danvin believed 
in such inheritance; Weismann did not. As time 
has gone on, the evidence has become more and more 
in favour of Weismann and consequently against 
the view of the relation between somatoplasm and 
germ-plasm which the theory of pangenesis implies. 
On the other hand, it is becoming more and more 
apparent that any explanation of the phenomena 
or heredity demands the conception of small parti- 
cles whose presence in or absence from the germ- 
plasm decides the characters of the somatoplasm 
that arises from thegerm-plasm (of. art. Hereditv). 
To this extent the theory of pangenesis contains 
an element of truth. 

liirenATTOB. — H. Spencer, Principles 0 / Biolony, London, 
ISM ; C. Darvrfn, T/ic I'ariation of Animals and Plants tinder 
Domesticalim, do. 186S ; F. Gallon, • Experiments in Pan- 
pencsls,' Pits, 3871 ; A. Weismann, The Qerm-Plasm,lr, 
Vi'. N. Farter a'od H. RBnnteldt, London, 1893; E. Baur, Min- 
fUkruni; in die experimentelle Yererbunpstehre, Berlin, IDIL 

K. C. PONNETT. 

PANjAB AND NORTH-WEST FRON- 
TIER PROVINCE. — 1. P re-historical creeds. — 
It is difficult to .say what the primitive religion of 
the Paujftb or north-west comer of India must have 
been, but easy to conjecture its general outlines. 
It was doubtless a form of nature-worship, com- 
bined with magic, whoso object was to attain 
power over the material universe generally and in 
particular to get children, ensure good fmrvcsls, 
and destroy enemies or at lca.st secure immunity 
from their onslaughts. A type of this primitive 
religion may have long surnved the Vedic period 
in the Bon chos, or religion of the Tilietan Bonpos. 
The Bon chos wn.s also called Lhn chos, or ‘spirit- 
cult,’ and in the gLing chos of Ladfikh wo have 
probably the earliest type of it.’ 

The gods of the Bon religion were those of the 
red meadow (the earth), of the snn, of lie.avon. 
King Kesar and his mother Gog hzang lhamo.* But 

I A. II. Franrtc, AnifjeitiVt 0 / Indian Tibet, Calcutta, 1611, 
p. 21 : cf. art. gMXo cnos, vol. viii. p. 7S. 

I Fianrtc, pp. 2, C5. 



604 


PANJAB AND NOBTH-WEST PEONTIEB PBOVINCE 


at least as primitive vere pJio-lhd and mo-lhd, 
or deities of the ‘male and female principle.’ ^ 
Sun-worship must have been important, as the 
cult was also called gyung-dning-bon, or the 
stoastika-hon.^ 

Human sacrifice was probably a leading feature 
of this primitive creed. Oaths at important 
treaties were made binding by human as well as 
animal sacrifices, new houses were consecrated by 
immuring human beings in their walls, and a per- 
son was killed when one was first inhabited.* 
A. H. Francke mentions a lama in the Sutlej 
valley who had recently beheaded his father while 
asleep in order to render his new house habitable.'* 
The old were apparently put to death — a custom 
toned do'Nra in modern times to a rule wliich rele- 
gates a father to a small house when his son 
marries, and a grandfather to a stUl smaller one. 

The ibex was worsliipped for fertility, and 
fibres of it were often carved on rocks. Nowadays 
‘flour ibex’ are offei'ed by neighbours to the 
parents of a new-born child.® Kesar, dBruguma, 
and other pre-Buddhistic divinities are still invoked 
to grant children,® but it does not follow that this 
was their real or principal function in the Bonchos. 
The swastika was already a symbol of the sun, and 
the yonl of the female principle.’ The dead were 
buried, burned, exposed to the air, or cast into the 
waters, as might seem appropriate. Thus people 
who had died of dropsy were east into a stream.® 
Even in recent times the people of Kanaur used to 
practise immersion of the dead in water {duhant), 
eating (bhakhant), and cremation as well as burial.® 
Corpses were also cut into pieces and packed into 
clay pots.^® 

Spirits played a great part for good or ill. That 
of the Miru monastery^ was carried off even in 
Buddhist times to Hemis in a bundle of twigs.“ 
When the country sufiered from violent gales, the 
spirits of the wind were caught in pots and stored 
up in a stiipa which had already been built over 
the home of an evil spirit.^* 

2 . Vitality of early beliefs. — J. G. Frazer has 
noted the unchanging character of the popular, real 
religious beliefs in India,'® and has also pointed out 
how the confusion between magic and religion, so 
general among primitive peoples, was rife in ancient 
India'* (see Magic [Indian], vol. viii. p. 292). But 
the ‘spirit basis of belief and custom’ is probably 
the key by which Indian magic is to be interpreted. 
However this may be, we find very little diflerence 
and no essential variations in the magical art of 
destroying an enemy by injuring his image to the 
accompaniment of appropriate spells, rites, or in- 
cantations as described in the Atharvaveda and 
that practised by modem Muhammadans in N. 
India.'® 

{a] Sun-god. — The cult of the sun-god is probably 
most widely conserved in the legend of Baja 
Rasalu, in spite of B. C. Temple’s efforts to find a 
historical basis for it.'® No doubt many historical 
kings and heroes have been identified with Rasalu, 
but the principal episodes of his epic are stock 
incidents in sun-myths. Of these incidents some 
are found in Buddhist iconography ; e.g., his horse 
is bom at the same hour as himself and he is the 
result of a miraculous conception, like the Buddha 

1 Francke, p. 21. 2 /j. p. 96. 3 Jb. p, 21. 

■« n. p. 22. 5 J6. pp. 96, 105. « 16. p. 105, 

7 Ib. pp. 105, 107. 8 Ib. p. 23. 

9 Pandit Tika Ram Joshi, ‘ Ethnography of the Bashahr State,’ 
JASBe, 1011, p. 536. 

10 Francke, pp. 65, 72, 74. " P- 65. 

12 Ib. p. 81. 

13 GB3, pt. vi.. The Scapegoat, London, 1913, p. 89. 

14 Ib. pt i.. The Magic Art, do. 1911, i. 228. 

13 Ib. 1 . 63 f., citing H. W. llagoun, ‘ The Asuri-Ealpa ; a 
Witchcraft Practice of the Atharva-Veda,’ A x. [18S9J 165- 
197, and Crooke, PR ii. 278 f. 

16 ‘R.ija Rasalu,’ in Calcutta Review, Ixxix. [1884] 379 f., or 
Selections from Calcutta Review, ix. [1896] 187. 


himself, and like the hero-god Guga of later 
times.' 

(b) The headless horseman . — Another cult, if it 
can be so termed, of extraordinary vitality in the 
Panjab is that of the headless horseman.® The 
devoted warrior, ehampion, or devotee who sacri- 
fices his head jn fight or sacrifice for his country, 
his faith, or his honour is found in every creed and 
at every epoch of the history of the province. Ac- 
cording to the Hindu Mdricandeya Purana, Devi 
assumed ten incarnations in order to destroy the 
raksasas, or demons, and one of them was Chhin- 
namastaka the ‘ headless,’ which she took upon her 
to destroy Nisumbha. She is the modern Chani- 
unda or Chaunda, and appears to be the type in 
which several modern cults are moulded. 

A similar cult of a headless champion of the faith 
is that of the famous Ghazi Salar, or Ghazi Miynn, 
the historical . Salar Masaud Ghazi, nephew of 
Mahmud of Ghazni who was killed in A.D. 1033. 
His headless body is buried at Bahraich, and las 
shrine is a place of pilgrimage. He is worshipped 
in the Panjab principally in the south-west (cf. 
above, p. 600). 

Other cults of this type are those of Lakkhe 
Shah Darwesh, who was Rilled in a great war in 
Multan, and whose headless trunk fought its way 
to Ambala, which toum he cursed so that to this 
day all the wells within its walls are brackish ; the 
Sayyids of Sonepat, Miran Shah and his sister’s son 
Sayyid Kabir ; and the Binsira, or ‘ headless ’ saint, 
of Panipat. 

The Hindus of the modem Panjab still preserv’e 
such cults. Thus the Bhandhri section of the 
KJiattrls reverence Baba Chuda (? Chamunda) of 
Batala, and perform the ear-piercing ceremony of 
their sons at his shrine. He too fell fighting, after 
his head had been severed from his body, in the 
streets of the to 5 vn, about 1730 (probably during 
Nadir Shah’s invasion in 1738), ana he is revered as 
a god. 

The Sikhs have several similar legends. The 
Sikh misl, or confederated regiment of the Shahids 
(lit. ‘martyrs,’ a term borrowed from the Muham- 
madans), is sometimes said to be a misl of the 
Akalis, but other accounts ascribe its name to 
the heroic death of its founder who fought on horse- 
back long after his head had been struck off in an 
attack on a Muhammadan governor. See, further, 
art. Shahid. 

3 . The Vedic cults. — The Aryan invasions intro- 
duced the Vedic religion into the Panjab, if, in- 
deed, it did not take its rise in its plains. The 
Veda is not, however, a collection of popular poems, 
but a redaction of hymns composed m the main by 
a priestly class, and below or beside the Vedic 
cults the primitive creeds probably survived. 
Moreover, the Vedic theology was itself largely a 
worship of nature. It begins with the worslim of 
things of heaven and ends with worship of those 
of earth. First come the slry-gods, the sim, also 
known as Savitar, the enlightener, and Bh"?®'’ 

‘ the bestower of blessings ’ ; then Visnu, the kindy 
god destined to become one of the Hindu triad. 
As Pushan, god of agriculture, roads, and cattle, 
or Kapardin, ‘he of the braided hair,’ he is also 
regarded as forming a link between the Vedic gods 
and Siva. Dyaus, the shining sky, and Vanina, 
the sky-god — still worshipped in Chamba as iiir 
Ratal or under the hluhammadan name of Khwujan 
Khizr*— complete the list. Second comes the god 
of mid-air, Indra, who gained his ascendancy on 


1 J. P. Vogel, ‘A Grieco-Buddhist Sculpture in the ^horo 
useum,’ Journal of the Panjab historical Societg, i. [Calcutto, 

2^b!^C. Temple, ‘Folkloie of the Headless Horseman In 
orthcm India,’ Calcutta Review, Ixxvii. [1883] 158 f., or Selee- 
0718 /rom Calcutta lieview^ vil!. [1896] 2601. 

8 Chamha GazeiUery Lahore, 1910, p. 191. 
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Indian soil, where agriculture depends on the 
periodical rains. As a war-god he leads the Ksat- 
riyas on earth as he fought in heaven against the 
demon that dispersed the rain-clouds. Last come 
the earth-born gods, Agni, the fire-god, and Soma, 
the moon-plant {Asclepias acida), with intoxicat- 
ing properties, later to be identified with the moon. 
Below these is the anthropomorphous Yama, god 
of the nether world, whose heaven is guarded by 
two monstrous dogs. Thither are led the souls 
of the pitfs, or sainted dead, who have constantly 
to be refreshed by the food-offerings of their de- 
scendants lest they lose their place in the abodes 
of the blessed. Hence arose the irdddha, or peri- 
odical feast of the dead, which has had far-reaching 
effects on the development of the theory of sacri- 
fice. The^iffs themselves have also become god- 
lings. This religion has never perished. It has 
been transformed out of all recognition, but its 
elements still survive. 

4 . Buddhism. — The Vedio period lasted from 1500 
(or even earlier) do^vn to 200 B.C., but the preten- 
sions of its later developments led to at least two 
great protestant movements. Jainism and Bud- 
dhism. Neither originated in the Panjab, yet 
both profoundly influenced its religious evolution. 
The earlier. Jainism, has left its monuments all 
over the Panjab, and is still an organized creed 
within its borders, especially in the south-e.ast. 
Buddhism, founded by the Buddha (c. 596-508 n.c.), 
not only became the State religion under ASoka 
and his successors, but penetrated into the valleys 
whieh run up into the ranges on its western frontier, 
flourished especially in the Peshawar valley, and 
spread aU over the mountainous regions west and 
north of the Indus into modern Buner, Swat, Dir, 
and Chitral, over Kashmir, over all the Himalayan 
region of the N.E. Panjab, and into Tibet on 
its northern frontier. The petty modem State 
of Mandi (known to Tibetans as Zalior) was a 
seat of Buddhist learning, and its sacred lake of 
Kawalsar is still an object of Buddhist pilOTimage. 
But of the Himalayan cantons only Labul, Upper 
Kanaur (in Bashahr State), and the Tibetan valley 
of Spiti are now at all Buddhist by creed, and the 
only true Buddhists are the pure Tibetans of the 
last-named valley. 

The protestant movements against orthodox or 
Brahnianical Hinduism have, however, often been 
renewed in other guises. From time to time religi- 
ous revivals have taken the form of _ revolts against 
priestly pretensions or theolopcal intricacies. Of 
all these movements that of the Sikhs, contem- 
porary with the Eeform.ation in Europe, was the 
most important and enduring (see art. SiKJiS). 

5 . Zoroastrianism.— Such are the ingredients of 
which we have literary evidence, but many other 
elements enter into the composition of the Panjab 
religions. Of these the Iranian is the most import- 
ant and the most obscure. The connexion of the 
provinces, especially of the Indus valley, with 
Persia has often been very close from the days of 
Darius, son of Hj’staspes (521-485 B.C.), onnmrds, 
though it was frequently interrupted. The Ravi, 
a river of the central Punjab, anciently called the 
Iravati (Skr. Airavati*), is etymologically identical 
■\rith Haraqaiti, now the Helniand (Arghnndub) 
in Arachosia. Whether these names were brought 
into the Panjfvb by Indo-Aryans formerly settled 
in E. Ir. 4 n, or by Iranians who penetrated into it 
after the Indo-Arj'an invasions, it is impossible to 
say ; but, judging from the history of later times, 
it is certain that the intercourse between India .and 
Iran was once much closer than it became subse- 

1 J. W. McCrindlc, jlticfcnt India as dfscribtd in Classical 
Literature, Tendon, 1901, p, 27. Its Vcdic nnme was Panislinj 
{A A. Macdoiiell niid A. B. Keith, Vedie Index cj Lames and 
subjects, London, 1912, t. 499). 


qnently, and Iranian influences may have been 
considerable.^ Similarly, the sacred Sarasvati, 
now a mere stream of the eastern Paiijab in the 
Jamna valley, probably takes its name from the old 
designation of the Indus, though the descriptions 
given of it may refer to a time when it was a far 
greater river than it is now. Hillebrandt’a theory 
that its name, too, was even applied to the Arg- 
handub ^ seems to he untenable. However this 
may be, the later V edic period saw the Kurukshetra, 
or ‘ battle-field of the Kurus,’ marked out in the 
Jamna valley, between that river and the Sarasvati 
or beyond it. Bonghly speaking, it corresponded 
to the modem Sirhind,® or rather to the Mughal 
province of that name, but it extended furthei 
south than Cunniiigiiam would acknowledge.^ 
^own also as the Dharmaksetra, or ‘ holy land,’ 
it was the country of the allied Kiirn-Panchala 
tribes, and within it the gre.at Bralnnanas were 
undoubtedly composed. But the rest of the Punjab, 
exposed to constant invasions from the north-west, 
rapidly fell away and was lost to orthodox Hindu- 
ism, Vedic and Brahmanieal, with the exception of 
the Himalayan area, where Bralimanism has always 
held a strong footing. The Hinduism of the later 
Vcdic and post -Vedic periods was elastic. It 
admitted not only Ksatriyas and Vaisyas, but oven 
men of the lowest castes, to Brabmanhood, and was 
able and willing to receive foreigners into its fold. 
Thus, as D. R. Bhandarkar bos shown,' Greeks (or 
at any rate Grwco-Bactrians) became Hindu Vai?- 
navas as well as Buddhists. Sakas, Abbiras, and 
Knshanas similarly entered both folds, and on tlio 
coins of the latter dynasty we find Hindu, Greek, 
and Iranian deities figured as well as the Buddha. 
Just as the Hunos, or White Itohthalites, became 
one of the thirty-six genuine RajpQt families, so 
they and their contemporaries, the Gfiiars, became 
Hinduized. But some of these invaders brought 
■\rith them Persian magi, who became Maga or 
Sakadvipi Brahmans ; and the Bhavisliya Purdixa 
relates how Samba, son of Kr?na, suflcring from 
white leprosy, was advised by the sage Nnrnda to 
build a temple to Silrya, the sun-god, on the Clienfib. 
Thus was founded the great sun-temple at Multan 
(Samba-pura) which was destroyed in the Mtthnm- 
madnn invasions. To serve it ten Maga families 
had to be brought from Sakadvlpa. They are 
described as descended from J arashasta (Zoroaster), 
and ns bclonjnng to the Sliliira (a Sanskritized form 
of the Old Persian Mihr) gotra. But Mihirakula 
(a Sanskritized form of the Persian Jlihrgul), son 
of the Huna king Tornmana, was converted to the 
worship of Siva, and founded a dynastj' in Kashmir, 
which was long a staunch patron of "Brrihnmnism. 
Traces of Zoroastrian fire-worship, however, still 
existed in the Punjab down to the time of Tlmfir, 
as he mentions his destniction of temples dedicated 
to it® in the valley of the Jamnfi. 

6 . Islam. — Side by side with these Hindu and 
Hinduized cults, Buddhism held its ground, at all 
events in a debased form, until the ^I^hamnlndan 
invasions. Beginning with inroads from Sind and 
the conquest of Mnltfin in A.D. 712, Islam obtained 
a firm footing in the S.W. Panjah before the re.st 
of these provinces came under it-s influence, and 
the oldest Muhammadan shrines in the Punjab are 
those at Uch Sh.arif, now in Baliawalpur, and 
other places in that State and the adjoining British 
territory. The later conquests of 5lulminmad of 

1 It Is not nccc?^?ar>’ to go as far as A. HiHcbrandt and 
place the action of the sixth of the Iligvcda In 

Aracho«ia. 

2ij. 437. ^ MncdoncJI and Kfith, !. 170. 

< Archtroto^ical Survfy Iit]yor(t Simla, 157J, il. CIS f. ; cf. Eosc, 
lA xxxii, fl903I. 

xi, (iniijis, 

« H. M. Klliot, Hist 0 / India, I/indon, 1SC7-77, 111. 11&711 4S1, 
491 , The gods YazdSn and Ahrimiln are expressly ^ald to be 
n'ofshlpped. 
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Ghor and Mahmud of Ghazni had singularly little 
elFect on the religions of the Panjab people as a 
whole. Though Delhi fell to the former in 1193, 
the Muhammadans under the Turk Sultans were 
too fully employed in the conq^uest of flindustan 
to force conversion on the province, and it was 
probably not until the Patlians or Afghans estab- 
lished themselves firmly in the tracts west of the 
Indus in the 15th cent, that Islam became the 
dominant creed, as it is now, in the N.W. Frontier 
Province and the W. Panjab. Tradition still pre- 
serves memories of Aurangzib’s proselytizing zeal, 
but all the influences combined only succeeded in 
making the fertile tracts along the great rivers 
Muhammadan. The naturally barren uplands and 
the hills to the north and east of the Panjab re- 
mained Hindu or became Sikh. The Kohistan, or 
mountain region north of the Indus, appears to 
have been slowly conquered or converted to Islam, 
and KafiristSn {q.v.) remained primitively pagan 
down to the time of the late Amir Abdurrahman 
of Afghanistan, if, indeed, it can be said to have 
yet entirely lost its independence or its ancient 
faiths. Moreover, the Muhammadan conquest of 
Sind and Multan was largely eflected by schismatics 
who were compelled or encouraged to find scope for 
their activities on the remoter frontiers of the 
Khalifate, rather than at the Jieart of its dominions. 
Heretical movements were thus potent from the 
inception of the Islamic inroads, and to this cause 
may be ascribed the chequered history of its pro- 
gress in the Panjab. Sufiistic ideas have always 
found a congenial soil oh the frontiers of Islam, and 
among the Khojas and other followers of the Isma’I- 
lian doctrine some of the earliest protestants against 
its most rigidly orthodox system are still repre- 
sented. 

It is hardly open to question that many of the 
first Muhammadan shrines were founded on the 
sites of ancient Buddhist, Hindu, or Jain fanes. 
Uch itself was anciently known as Deogarh — a 
name which suggests a religious origin.' 

Multan was the centre of sun-worship, and de- 
rives this, its latest Hindu name, from that of the 
idol and its shrine {mulasthdna), which was one of 
vast wealth in pre-Islamic days. In the Tochi 
valley the shrines affected by the Wazir and other 
Pathan tribes preserve many traces of a nature- 
worship older than Buddhism or Hinduism. Thus 
at the zidrat of Musa Nikka, who was the ancestor 
of all the Wazirs, stand three trees ; to embrace 
the fir.st will give a man a wife, to climb the second 
will give him a horse, and to swing from the third 
a son.^ In the Kurram valley, whose present 
masters, the Turls, are staunch Shiites and prob- 
ably modern immigrants from the eastward, the 
shrines of hluhammadan saints date from an 
earlier period and some of them must be ancient.® 
One of them is Lala Gul, son of Burqa-posh, the 
‘veiled’ Prophet. Lala Gul is also known as 
the Yakh-posh, ‘endurer of cold.’ At some of 
these frontier shrines the devotee can obtain pro- 
ficiency in music, while not far off the orthodox 
mullds may denounce music as equally immoral 
with dancing. Farther east, on the Indus, are 
some shrines of possibly even an older origin. 
From Uch Sharif upwards the earliest Muham- 
madan propaganda spread in the valleys of the 
Indus and the Chenab, and at such places as 
Multan, Sitpur, Taunsa Sharif, Salclu Sarwar, 
Leia, and many others, rites are in vogue or 

1 BaTidwalpur ' State Gazetteer, Lahore, 1904, pp. 161, 385. 
But it may be named after its Hindu ruler, Deo Singh. Tradi- 
tion ascribes one of its mounds (ucha, ‘the height’) to tho 
mythical Raja Hodi. 

2 Lai Shah, ‘ Notes on some Frontier Shrines,’ lA xxxv. 
[1906j 124 : NtH-a means a ' chief,’ and is stili used in that 
sense among certain Pathan tribes. 

S Zb. p. 119 ff. 


practices current which are not easily reconcilable 
with orthodox Islam. Sakhi Sarwar in particular 
represents the centre of an ancient cult of tlie 
earth and its fertility, and is the object of pilgrim- 
age to the Sultani sect. 

In the Koliistan of the Indus valley, and in 
Buner, Swat, Chitral, Gilgit, and other tracts, 
Islam established itself by slow degrees on the 
ruins of Buddhism and older cults. Tradition 
preserves the memory of an old Arab dynasty in 
Swat, but the Afghan invasions refounded Mu- 
hammadanism in an intolerant form in the southern 
part of this region, Chitral and the smaller States 
to the north alone maintaining their older and less 
orthodox, but equally fanatic^, form of that faith. 
In consequence few traces of Buddhism have sur- 
vived ; its monuments have been defaced, if not 
destroyed, and, though in its art Buddhist influ- 
ences may still be seen, as at Darel, the popular 
religion is Islam with an undercurrent of primitive 
beliefs now to be classed as folk-lore. As a sample 
of the TnManges of fact and theory which this area 
presents, Ghulam Mnhammad' may be cited. He 
describes the Shins as professing Arab descent, 
but as being probably Jews, who came to the 
Valleys of the Kohistan via Afghanistan from 
Persia or even Turkey. But the Shins have the 
characteristic Hindu aversion to eating the flesh or 
milk (or even gh% made from the milk) of the cow, 
and eschew fowls and fish. The former language 
of the people was Sanskrit, and the dialect now in 
use is called Shina. The basic element in the 
people is thus probably Indo-Aryan, and their 
festivals preserve many traces of Hindu beliefs.® 

7 . Guga. — The cult of Guga merits somewhat 
detailed notice. 


Guga, or Qugga CJhauhan (a RSJput tribe, the ancient 
Chandam.’ini^, was king of Gayh Dadner near Brindnban, and 
a son of Devi Chand and Baohila his queen, the latter’s sister 
Kachila being wife of the king of Garb Malwa. Both these 
queens were childless, but by performing fopw (‘ austerities ’) 
Bachila won the regard of Yogi Gorakhnath. He promised her 
the boon of a son, but Kachila, hearing of the promise, fore- 
stalled her sister and was given two barleycorns by the Yogi. 
These she ate and in due course bore twin sons— Arjan and 
Surjan. When Bachila visited the Yogi, he reproached her for 
coming to him again and, incensed at his words, she tunica 
away. Although her hair had already turned grey, she practised 
tapas for twelve years more. Gorakhnath then came to her 
again and, placing some ashes in her hand, bade her keep them, 
but she took umbrage at the form of his gift and threw th™ 
away. From them sprang Nurya and Gup’a Siddhs, who 
worshipped Gorakhnath. He then gave Bachila a second hand, 
ful of ashes, bidding her swallow them at home, but she did so 
on the spot and returned to her palace well advanced in 
pregnancy. ’Taunted by her husband with * having got a 
bastard from the Yogis and Gosains,’ she set out for the house 
of her father, Raj.a Kirpal of Ajmer, but on the wa 3 ' her oxen 
stopped and refused to move. A voice from her womb bade 
her turn back or her child would not be born for twelve 
When the cart was turned round, the oxen went back to Garb 
Dadner, and she resumed her place in the palace, "’bere her 
son, Guga, was born on the first Sunday in Magh, I'hen he 
was seven years old, his father abdicated and he became Rapa, 
Bachila also had a daughter, Gugeri. . . 

Guga, or Rapa Mundlilch, as he was called, was betrothed to 
Surjila, a daughter of the Raja of BangSla, althosgh the had 
already been promised to Basak Nag. Guga set out for Gaur 
Bangala with an array of 900,000 men and 62 btr^ or champion^ 
including Kailu Bir his koUoal and Hanuman Bir. Kailu mr, 
mounted on his steed Agondu5ria, sprang across^ a nver to sp.i 
out a hostile camp. Leaving his horse, he disguised himself as 
a Brahman and met Kalihar Nag, BSsak Nag’s chief officer, who 
told him of his master’s intent to destroy Mundlikh s armj anu 
Kailu Bir himself. The latter bade Kalihar conceal his men m 
some long grass and ambush Mundlikh’s army as it advanccu. 
Then he mounted his steed and made it prance. At the sccon i 
kick its hoofs struck out sparks which set fire to the jpuss ami 
destroyed the NSg army. A third bound 
back over the river to Mundlikh’s army. i Jlfueh 

he was met by a sorceress commissioned by Surjila to bewiccn 


t On tZie Festivals and Folk-lore of Gilgit (Monographs A. S. 
Bengal), Calcutta, 1005. ..... ihn 

a £. 7 ., the Shino Eazono, or spring festival, is hicarij 
Basant Panchmi of the Pan j5b (ib. p. 95). The moon cchps^ 
by Grahn, a giant (p. 107). Bie worship pf a goddess is stdl in 
vogue among the women; she is called Sn Bai (P-.l®). ^ag 
Suchami, another goddess, is still remembered, if not wor 
shipped (p. 303). 
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him into losing nil. desire to return to Garb Badner. She cast 
a garland of flowers round his neck, but Hanum&n detected the 
spell and at his cry the garland broke and fell off. Thrice this 

occurred, and the third time the 80 ""“---’ — 

fell down, exposing her nakedness. , . . 

who reproved Hanumkn for behavir , ' . . ■ ■ 

took offence and returned to Gaph Badner, declaring that his 
master would be condemned to remain twelve years in Ban^la. 
After the marriage Mundlikh was 'overcome with love for his 
wife, and his followers also came under a spell and were dis- 

S ersed ns servants or slaves all over Bengal for twelve years. 

leanwhile disasters fell upon Gaph Badner. Arjan and Surjan 
regarded themselves os In n sense the sons of Bichila, having 
been born in virtue of the boon promised to her, and as such 
entitled to a share in the kingdom. A wondrous calf, called 
Panch-kaliani, was also born about this time in Badner, and 
they also coveted its possession. So they invaded the kingdom 
and Invited Mahmud of Ghazni to help them. It fell an easy 
prey, as all its warriors were absent, but Biichila and her 
daughter Gugeri held out in the citadel. Looking from its 
ramparts and seeing the city in ruins, Bachila called to 
Mundlikh, but in vain. Then Gugeri entered his chamber and 
found all as he had left it. When she invoked his name, his 
sword flew to her hand, and, donning his head-dress, she 
sallied forth, attacked the enemy, and routed them single- 
handed. Then she bethought her of “ •’ .■ ' 

lived not far away, and sent him wor ■ ' 

He had been practising fapas for a luiig imie, auu uuu seen 
Mundlikh in a dream fighting without his head. Accompanied 
by Narsingh Bir, Kali Bir, and three other birs, he reached 
Bengal, and, disguised as mendicants, he and his companions 
went from door to door singing the songs of Gaph Badner. 
One day Mundlikh heard them and insisted on seeing the 
singers. Recognizing AjiapSl, he throw off the spell, freed his 
enthralled followers, and, accompanied by Surjila, returned 
to Badner, where he resumed his throne. He is said to have 
fought thirteen battles with the Muhammadans, and in the 
last of them his neck was cut through by a chakra, or discus, 
hurled from above, but his head did not fall. Mounted on his 
steed Nilarath, and attended by Ajlapal, who recollected his 
vision, he fought on. It was believed that, if his head did not 
fall for two and a hall gharia (60 minutes, but two and a half 
is probably a euphemism for three, so 72 minutes may be 
meant), he would survive, but, when two p/iarls had passed, 
four kites appeared and exclaimed at the eight of Mundlikh 
fighting without his head. Hearing their words, he put up his 
hand to his turban and turned toivards Ajiapill. His head thus 
lost its balance and rolled off. He himself tell dead from 
his horse. This befell on the ninth day of the dark half of 
Bhfidon, the Guganaumi, and duping that month and for 
eight days after that date his (rSddha is observed ever}’ year 
at his shrines. 

After his death Surjila refused to don a widow’s garb, 
averring that every' night he visited her and was alive. But 
once Gugeri was allowed to conceal herself in the room where 
Surjila awaited his coming. At midnight a horse's tramp was 
heard and, when Guga had dismounted, she slipped out and 
clasped his horse round the nock. In this position she re- 
mained and was carried for some distance when Guga rode off. 
At last he detected her presence and said that, having been 
seen by her, he could never return. 

J. Hutchison, of the Chaniba Mission, from whose MS notes 
the last paragraph above is taken, adds : *Tlie above version 
of the Gugga legend is current in the Chamba iiills : and it is 
noteworthy that in it there is no mention of Gugga having 
become a Muhammadan or of his having held any intercourse 
with Muhammadans. It may therefore be assumed to repre- 
sent the older versions of the legend. As to the historical 
facts underlying the legend, it seems not improbable that by 
Gugga is indicated one of the Rajput kings of the time of 
Muhammad of Ghor. The mention of Rai Pilhora or Prilh- 
wiriija, the last Hindu RSjk of Belhi, makes this probable. He 
reigned from a.d.HTO to 1193. The name Mundlikh was probably 
a tftlo given to R.’ijput warriors who distinguished themselves 
in the wars of the time. There were five Kijas who bore tins 
title among the Chudisaraa princes of GiriiSr in Kiithiiiw.ar, the 
first of whom joined Bhima deva of Guzer-It in the pursuit of 
Mahmud of Ghazni in A.n. 1023. From the Cbauhun barfs, Ins 
enemies, we learn that Jaya Chandra Rathor, the last king of 
KananJ (killed in A.n. 1194), .also bore this Utle. He had taken 
a lending part in the wars with the Muhammadans, whom he 
repeatedly defeated and drove hack across the Indus. But at 
last, enraged with PrithwirSja of Belhi, he invited Muhammad 
of Ghor to invade the Panjib, with the result that both 
Belhi and KanaiiJ were overthrown and the Muhammadans 
triumphed. Jai Chand was drowned In the Ganges in attempt- 
ing to escape.’ 

This is, of course, pure legend. _ Giipfi prol7.abl3'’ 
typifies tlie devotion of tlio clmmpion who sacrifices 
liis life in battle and, like bitn, bears the title of 
Mnndlikli. ' _ . , --i 

8. Hinduism. — Although Hinduism in the rnnjab 
was for centuries depre-ssed under the Jluslini 
uomiuation, it never lost its vitality even in the 
piains, and in the Hinifilaj-ns it flourished. In VC. 
PanjiTb it was nt one time almost suppressed, but 
it was largel j’ revived under the Mngbals by Bairfig; 


Gosains.^ All through the Muhammadan period 
Tula, the Balnath of the Yogis, in the eastern Salt 
Range, preserved its character as a centre of Hindu 
pilgrimage and worshm. The Kumkshetra never 
lost its sanctity, and Thanesar remained and still 
is the centre of a great yearly religious fair. But 
no great seat of religious teaching survived. Modern 
Hinduism in the Panjah largelj’ owes its revival to 
the Arya Samaj {q.v. ). The great sects of modem 
Hinduism are equally represented in the Panjab, 
hut Saivism appears to have been the first in the 
field, if the peculiar sanctity attaching to Kailfis, 
the great Himalayan peak in the upper Sutlej, is 
proof of its antiquity in that tract. It is the home 
of Siva. In Chamba State also the Gadderan, or 
territory of the Gaddi tribe, is a Siv-bhumi, or land 
of Siva. But this tribe’s traditions make it a com- 
paratively modern immigrant into its present seats, 
and the cult of Siva cannot he said to be native to 
or even very ancient in the Himalayan area. 

In the Punjab Himalayas . — The processes by 
which the ancient faiths of the Panjah — the Vedic 
religion. Buddhism, Jainism, and the popular forms 
of its animistic philosophy — gav'e birth to modern 
Hinduism difi'ered in no way from those at work in 
the rest of India, and will nob bo described here. 
It will suffice to say that, though the Jains of the 
modem Panjah are few in number, Jain ideas still 
subsist among the people.'* Buddhism merged into 
Hinduism by easy stages, and in the Himrdaj’an 
State of Chamba, in Kiilu, and other Himalayan 
valleys, that ndpa-wor.ship which latter-day Bud- 
dhism revived or at least tolerated is still ■wide- 
spread.” Its ritual diflers little from that of the 
worship of Devi. But the distinctive feature of 
Himalayan Hinduism is best preserved in tlie Simla 
Hills, which are split up into religious jurisdictions, 
analogous to but not identical ivith those of the 
secular or temporal kingdoms and feudatory States 
into which they are divided. It is possible that 
some of these territorial gods are of great antiquity, 
but, owing to the system which prevails of getting 
rid of an ineilicient deity and replacing him by one 
more successful, it is improbable that many very 
ancient deities have survived to tlie present day. 
A type of such a deity is Jungfi, with his twentj-- 
two iikas, or feudatory gods, who gives his name 
to the capital of the State now called KeonCial, 
near Simla.* When a temple is strack by lightning 
and burnt — as may easily happen to a wooden 
temple in the hills — its destruction is attributed to 
the new god, and the old one disappears, or at 
least his cult is abandoned.' In other cases he is 
reduced to a position of vassalage or becomes the 
new god's chief minister, champion, or sen’ant. 
Another typical cult is that of the Dums,® who are 
found at several centres either singlj’ or as a pair 
of twin brethren. A third, the family of Marechh, 
is represented by seven members, each located at 
his OM'n temple. The original ^^arec!lh was also 
named Dithu and came from the Mansarowar lake 
nearly 4000 j’ears ago. The name Marechh is said 
to mean ‘dirty’ and to be dne to the original wor- 
ship of this deitj;, which consisted in burning the 
hair of the dead in yhl. A .similar cult is that of 
Mill Padoi, who appears under four names at as 

1 E. B. Macla^n, Panjtlb Census Report, Cilc’Jtta, 1E92, p. 

2 Rose, PanJ^b Cfnsut Jlrport, Simla, IWC, p. 21S. Tlie 
aversion to a widower‘8 ro-niarr^inj: is on the 'whole stronjre^t 
in the S.E. Panj:\b, where Jain inJluence i** crentest, 

5 Vopcl, in Cftomta Gareflr/rr, l-ahore, liHfl.p. lE5f. ; see aho 
pp. IT^ISO tor an account of theFO ciiUii- The aniiquily of 
nd/ra-worship maybe piujrcd from the metamorphoi** of thc 
Vedic Indm into Indru Naj,' (tb. p. lES). For fouie other Devi 
cults pec Gunfa IfUl States Gazetteert Lahore, IPOi, under 
•Kconihnl State/ Appendix, p. viii, and Sirm’Cir Gazeiteer, 
Lahore, lOOt, pp, 4S— 

< Rose, in JA xxrvi. flPOTl HS ff., reprinted as Appendix to 
•Kconjhal State/ In 5‘imfa Hill Stater Orzefterr, 

* p. h\ ^ Jb.* Kmnhari^ln Stale/ ji. lOf. 
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PAKJAB AND NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE 


Ghor and Mahmud of Ghazni had singularly little 
effect on the religions of the Panjab people as a 
whole. Though Delhi fell to the former in 1193, 
the Muhammadans under the Turk Sultans were 
too fully employed in the conq^uest of Sindustan 
to force conversion on the province, and it was 
probably not until the Pathans or Afghans estab- 
lished themselves firmly in the tracts west of the 
Indus in the 15th cent, that Islam became the 
dominant creed, as it is now, in the N.W. Frontier 
Province and the W. Panjab. Tradition still pre- 
serves memories of Aurangzib’s proselytizing zeal, 
but all the influences combined only succeeded in 
making the fertile tracts along the great rivers 
Muhammadan. The naturally barren uplands and 
the hills to the north and east of the Panjab re- 
mained Hindu or became Sikh. The Kohistan, or 
mountain region north of the Indus, appears to 
have been slowly conquered or converted to Islam, 
and Kafiristan (q.v.) remained primitively pagan 
down to the time of the late Amir Abdurrahman 
of Afghanistan, if, indeed, it can be said to have 
yet entirely lost its independence or its ancient 
faiths. Moreover, the Muhammadan conquest of 
Sind and Multan was largely effected by schismatics 
who were compelled or encouraged to find scope for 
their activities on the remoter frontiers of the 
Khalifate, rather than at the heart of its dominions. 
Heretical movements were thus potent from the 
inception of the Islamic inroads, and to this cause 
may be ascribed the chequered history of its pro- 
cess in the Panjab. Sufiistic ideas have always 
found a congenial soil on the frontiers of Islam, and 
among the Khojas and other followers of the Isma’i- 
lian doctrine some of the earliest protestants against 
its most rigidly orthodox system are still repre- 
sented. 

It is hardly open to question that many of the 
first Muhammadan shrines were founded on the 
sites of ancient Buddhist, Hindu, or Jain fanes. 
Uch itself was anciently known as Deogarh — a 
name which suggests a religious origin.^ 

Multan was the centre of sun-worship, and de- 
rives this, its latest Hindu name, from that of the 
idol and its shrine {mulasthdna), which was one of 
vast wealth in pre-Islaraic days. In the Tochi 
valley the shrines affected by the Wazir and other 
Pathan tribes preserve many traces of a nature- 
worship older than Buddhism or Hinduism. Thus 
at the siarat of Musa Nikka, who was the ancestor 
of all the Wazirs, stand three trees ; to embrace 
the fir.st will give a man a wife, to climb the second 
will give him a horse, and to swing from the third 
a son.® In the Kurram valley, whose present 
masters, the Turis, are staunch Shiites and prob- 
ably modem immigrants from the eastward, the 
shrines of Muhammadan saints date from an 
earlier period and some of them must be ancient.® 
One of them is Lala Gul, son of Burqa-posh, the 
‘veiled’ Prophet. Lala Gul is also known as 
the Yakh-posh, ‘endurer of cold,’ At some of 
these frontier shrines the devotee can obtain pro- 
ficiency in music, while not far off the orthodox 
rmillas may denounce music as equally immoral 
with dancing. Farther east, on the Indus, are 
some shrines of possibly even an older origin. 
From Uch Sharif upwards the earliest Muham- 
madan propaganda spread in the valleys of the 
Indus and the Chenab, and at such places as 
Multan, Sitpur, Taunsa Sharif, SakhI Sarwar, 
Leia, and many others, rites are in vogue or 

1 Bahdwalpur State Gazetteer, Lahore, 1904, pp. 161, SS5. 
But it may be named after its Hindu ruler, Deo Singh. Tradi- 
tion ascribes one of its mounds (ucha, ‘the height’) to the 
mythical Raja Hodi. 

2 Lai Shah, ‘ Notes on some Frontier Shrines,’ lA xxxv. 
[1906] 124 : A’ikka means a ’ chief,’ and is still used in that 
sense among certain Pathan tribes. 

StJ. p. 119ff. 


practices current which are not easily reconcilable 
with orthodox Islam. SakhI Sarwar in particular 
represents^ the centre of an ancient cult of the 
earth and its fertility, and is the object of pilgrim- 
age to the Sultani sect. 

In the Kohistan of the Indus valley, and in 
Buner, Swat, Chitral, Gilgit, and other tracts, 
Islam established itself by slow degrees on the 
ruins of Buddhism and older cults. Tradition 
preserves the memory of an old Arab dynasty in 
Swat, but the Afghan invasions refounded Mu- 
hammadanism in an intolerant form in the southern 
part of this region, Chitral and the smaller States 
to the north alone maintaining their older and less 
orthodox, but equally fanaticm, form of that faith. 
In consequence few traces of Buddhism have sur- 
vived ; its monuments have been defaced, if not 
destroyed, and, though in its art Buddhist influ- 
ences may still be seen, as at Darel, the popular 
religion is Islam with an undercurrent of primitive 
beliefs now to be classed as folk-lore. As a sample 
of the milanges of fact and theory which this area 
presents, Ghulam Muhammad ^ may he cited. He 
describes the Shins as professing Arab descent, 
but as being probably Jews, who came to the 
valleys of the Kohistan via Afghanistan from 
Persia or even Turkey. But the Shins have the 
characteristic Hindu aversion to eating the flesh or 
milk (or even ghi made from the milk) of the cow, 
and eschew fowls and fish. The former language 
of the people was Sanskrit, and the dialect now in 
use is called Shina. The basic element in the 
people is thus probably Indo-Aryan, and their 
festivals preserve many traces of Hindu beliefs.® 

7. Guga. — The cult of Guga merits somewhat 
detailed notice. 


Ouga, or Gugga OhauhSn (a Bfijput tribe, the ancient 
ChnndamSna), was king of Garh Dadner near Brindaban, and 
a son of Devi Chand and Bkchila his queen, the latter’s sister 
Kachila being wife of the king of Gayh llalwa. Both these 
queens were childless, but by performing fopos (‘ austerities ’) 
Bachila won the regard of Yogi Gorakhnath. He promised her 
the boon of a son, but Kachila, hearing of the promise, fore- 
stalled her sister and was given two barleycorns by the 
These she ate and in due course bore twin sons— Arjan and 
Surjan. When Bachila visited the Yogi, he reproached her for 
coming to him again and, incensed at his words, she turned 
away. Although her hair had already turned grey, she practised 
tapas for twelve years more. Gorakhnath then came to her 
again and, placing some ashes in her hand, bade her keep them, 
but she took umbrage at the form of his gift and threw them 
away. From them sprang Nurya and Gurya Siddhs, who 
worshipped Gorakhnath. He then gave Bachila a second hand- 
ful of ashes, bidding her swallow them at home, but she did so 
on the spot and returned to her palace well advanced in 
pregnancy-. Taunted by her husband with ’ having got a 
bastard from the Yogis and Gosains,* she set out for the house 
of her father, R.a]a Kirpal of Ajmer, but on the way her oxen 
stopped and refused to move. A voice from her womb bade 
her turn back or her child would not be bom for twelve 
When the cart was turned round, the oxen went back to Oapi 
Dadner, and she resumed her place in the palace, w*here her 
son, Guga, was born on the first Sunday in Magh. iihen he 
was seven years oid, his father abdicated and he became Rapa. 
Bachila also had a daughter, Gugeri. . j 

Guga, or Rapa Mundlilch, as he was called, was betromed to 
Surjila, a daughter of the Raja of Bangaia, although she hau 
alreadv been promised to Basak NJg. Guga set out for Gaur 
Bangaia with an army of 900,000 men and 62 birs, or champions, 
including Kailu Bir his iodedf and Hanuman Bir. Kailu inr, 
mounted on bis steed Aganduaria, sprang across a nyer to spy 
out a hostUe camp. Leaving his horse, he disguised himseK as 
a Brahman and met Kalihar Nag, Basak Nag’s chief ^“9 

told him of his master’s intent to destroy Jlundlikh s army anu 
Kailu Bir himself. The latter bade Kalihar conceal his men m 
some long grass and ambush Mundlikh’s army as it “dvanceu. 
Then he mounted his steed and made it prance. At tlm second 
kick its hoofs struck out sparks which set fire to the grass ami 
destroyed the Nag army. A third bound earned Kailu mr 
back over the river to Mundlikh’s army. Advancing tf 
he was met by a sorceress commissioned by Surjila to be?. iicn 


1 On iAe Festivals and Folk-lore of Gilgit (Monographs A. 8. 
mgal), Calcutta, 1905. , fhs 

the Shino Bazono, or spnng festival, is cJearD 
isant Panchmi of the Panjab (tb. p. 95). ^e 
■ Grahn, a giant (p. 107). The worship of a e.odde« is stdl in 
igue among the women; she is called Sn Bai 
ichami, another goddess, is still remembered, if not wor 
lipped (p. 103). 
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him into iosing nil desire to return to Garh Dadner. She cast 
a garland of flowers round his neck, but Hanurnkn detected the 
spell and at his cry the garland broke and fell off. Thrice this 
occurred, and the third time the sorceress’s nether garment also 
fell down, exposing her nakedness. She complained to Mundlikh, 
who reproved Hanuman for behaving like a monkey. At this he 
took offence and returned to Garh Dadner, declaring that his 
master would be condemned to remain twelve years in Bangkla. 
After the marriage Mundlikh was overcome with love for his 
wife, and his followers also came under a spell and were dis- 
persed as servants or slaves all over Bengal lor twelve years. 
Meanwhile disasters fell upon Garh Dadner. Arjan and Surlan 
regarded themselves as In a sense the sons of Bachila, having 
been born in virtue of the boon promised to her, and as such 
entitled to a share in the kingdom. A wondrous calf, called 
Panch-kaliani, was also bom about this time in Dadner, and 
they also coveted its possession. So they invaded the kingdom 
and invited Mahmud of Ghazni to help them. It fell an easy 
prey, as all its warriors were absent, but Bichila and her 
daughter Gugeri held out In the citadel. Looking from its 
ramparts and seeing the city In ruins, Bachila called to 
Mundlikh, but in vain. Then Gugeri entered his chamber and 
found all as he had left it. When she invoked his name, his 
sword flew to her hand, and, donning his head-dress, she 
sallied forth, attacked the enemy, and routed them single- 
handed. Then she bethought her of the champion AjiapM, who 
lived not far away, and sent him word to bring back Mundlikh. 
He had been practising tapas for a long time, and had seen 
Mundlikh in a dream fighting without his head. Accompanied 
by Narsingh Bir, K51i Bir, and three other bira, he reached 
Bengal, and, disguised as mendicants, he and his companions 
went from door to door singing the songs of Gaph Dadner. 
One day Mundlikh heard them and Insisted on seeing the 
singers. Recognizing AjiapM, he threw off the spell, freed his 
enthralled followers, and, accompanied by Surjila, returned 
to Dadner, where he resumed his throne. He is said to have 
fought thirteen battles with the Muhammadans, and In the 
last of them his neck was cut through by a chakra, or discus, 
hurled from above, but his head did not fall. Mounted on his 
steed Nilarath, and attended by Ajiapal, who recollected his 
vision, ho fought on. It was believed that, if his head did not 
fall for two and a half gharis (60 minutes, but two and a half 
Is probably a euphemism for three, so 72 minutes may be 
meant), he would survive, but, when two g/iaris had passed, 
lour kites appeared and exclaimed at the sight of Mundlikh 
fighting without his head. Hearing their words, he put up his 
hand to his turban and turned towards AjiapSl. His head thus 
lost Its balance and rolled off. He himself fell dead from 
his horse. 'This befell on the ninth day of the dark half of 
Bhadon, the Guganaumi, and during that month and tor 
eight days after that date his irdddha is observed every year 
at his shrines. 

After his death Surjila refused to don a widow’s garb, 
averring that every night he visited her and was alive. But 
once Gugeri was allowed to conceal herself in the room where 
Surjila awaited his coming. At midnight a horse’s tramp was 
beard and, when Gugn had dismounted, she slipped out and 
clasped his horse round the neck. In this position she re- 
mained and was carried for some distance when Guga rode off. 
At last he detected her presence and said that, having been 
seen by her, he could never return. 

J. Hutchison, of the Chamba Mission, from whose MS notes 
the last paragraph above Is taken, addsi ”nie above version 
of the Gugga legend is current in the Chamba hills : and it la 
noteworthy that in it there is no mention of Gugga having 
become a Muhammadan or of his having held any intercourse 
with Muhammadans. It may therefore bo assumed to repre- 
sent the older versions of the legend. As to the historical 
facts underlying the legend, it seems _not ^Improbable that by 
Gugga is indicated one of the Rajput kings of the time of 
Muhammad of Ghor. The mention of Rai Pithora or Prith- 
wiraja, the last Hindu Riijil of Delhi, makes this probable. He 
!..«.■« 1 n iivfifrtnos The name Mundlikh was probably 
. ■ ■ who distinguished themselves 
/. . , ■ > were five Ilfijas who bore this 

title among the Chudiisaraa princes of Gimar in Kathiliw.’ir, the 
first of whom joined Bhima deva of GuzerAt in the pursuit of 
Mahmud of Ghazni in a.d. 1023. From the Chaiihan bards, his 
enemies, we learn that Jaya Chandra Rathor, the last kmg of 
KanaiiJ (Iiilled in A.D. 1194), also bore this title. He had taken 
a leading part In the wars with the Muhammadans, whom he 
‘ii. , .] --.1 back across the Indus. But at 

1 i;..’;-. I f Delhi, he invited Muhammad 

tf G;;:.' ; i i’ -r.. -'-'. with the result that both 

Delhi and' Eanaiij were overthrown and the Muhaminadans 
triumphed. Jal Ohand was drowned in the Ganges in attempt- 
ing to escape.' 

This is, of course, pure legend. _ Gupa probably 
typifies the devotion of the cliampion who sacnliccs 
his life in battle and, like him, bears the title of 
Mundlikh. . , _ 

8. Hinduism.— Although Hinduism in the Panjab 
•was for centuries depressed under the Aiuslim 
tiomination, it never lost its vit.ality even in Urn 
piains, and in the Himalayas it flounshed. In ti . 
Panjab it was at one time almost enppresscci, but 
it was largely revived tinder the Muglials by liairagi 


Gosains.* All through the Muhammadan period 
Tilla, the Baluath of the Yogis, in the eastern Salt 
Range, preserved its character as a centre of Hindu 
pilgrimage and worslim. The Kurukshetra never 
lost its sanctity, and Thanesar remained and still 
is the centre of a great yearly religious fair. But 
no great seat of religious teaching survived. Modern 
Hinduism in the Panjab largely owes its revival to 
the Arya Samaj {q.v.). The great sects of modem 
Hinduism are equally represented in the Panjab, 
hut Saivism appears to have been the first in the 
field, if the peculiar sanctity attaching to Kailas, 
the great Himalayan peak in the upper Sutlej, is 
proof of its antiquity in that tract. It is the home 
of Siva. In Chamba State also the GaddEran, or 
temtory of the Gaddi tribe, is a Siv-hliumi, or land 
of Siva. But this tribe’s traditions make it a com- 
paratively modiwn immigrant into its present seats, 
and the cult of Siva cannot he said to be native to 
or even very ancient in the Himalayan area. 

In the i^anjab Himalayas . — The processes by 
which the ancient faiths of the Panjab— the Vedic 
religion. Buddhism, Jainism, and the popular forms 
of its animistic philosophy — gave birth to modern 
Hinduism difi'ered in no way from those at work in 
the rest of India, and will not be described here. 
It will suffice to say that, though the Jains of the 
modem Panjab are few in number, Jain ideas still 
subsist among the people.® Buddhism merged into 
Hinduism by easy stages, and in the Hinifilayan 
State of Chamba, in Kulu, and otlier Himalayan 
valleys, that nd^a-worship which latter-day Bud- 
dhism revived or at least tolerated is still wide- 
spread.® Its ritual differs little from that of the 
worship of Devi. But the distinctive feature of 
Himalayan Hinduism is best preserved in the Simla 
Hills, which are split up into religious jurisdictions, 
analogous to but not identical with those of the 
secular or temporal kingdoms and feudatory States 
into which they are dirided. It is possible that 
some of these territorial gods are of great antiquitj', 
but, owing to the system which prevails of getting 
rid of an inefficient deity and remacing him by one 
more successful, it is improbable that many very 
ancient deities have survived to the present day. 
A type of such a deity is Junga, with his twenty- 
two iikas, or feudatory gods, who gives his name 
to the capital of the State now called Keonthal, 
near Simla.* When a temple is stmek by lightning 
and burnt — as _ may_ easily happen to a wooden 
temple in the hills — its destruction is attributed to 
the new god, and the old one disappears, or at 
least his cult is abandoned.® In other cases ho is 
reduced to a position of vassalage or becomes the 
new god’s chief minister, champion, or serv’ant. 
Another typical cult is that of the DUras,' who are 
found at several centres either singly or as a pair 
of twin brethren. A third, the family of Marechh, 
is represented by seven members, each located at 
his own temple. The original JInrechh was also 
named Dithu and came from the Mansarowar lake 
nearly 4000 years ago. The name Marechh is said 
to mean ‘ dirty’ and to he due to the origin.al wor- 
ship of this deity, which consisted in burning the 
hair of the dead in ghi. A similar cult is tliat of 
Mul Padoi, who appears under four names at ns 

1 E. D. Madacnn, Panjab Centua Report, Calcutta. 1892. d 
1271. 

5 Rose, Panjab Census Report, Simla, 1902, p. 218. Hie 
aversion to a widower’s ro-marrylnp Is on the whole stronc-est 
in the 5.E. Fanjib, where .Tain influence is createst. 

s VoKcl, In Chamba Gazetteer, Ijiliorc, 1904, m ISi f. ; see also 
pp. 170-1S9 for an account of tliese cults, llic antiquity of 
nooo-wotship may bo paui-ed from the mc(amorp!io*-is of the 
Vedic Indra into Indru N.ag (ib. p. lES). For some other Devi 
cults sec Simla Rill Stales Gazetteer, Ixihorc, IPOl under 
•Kconjhnl State,’ Appendix, p. vili, and SirmCr Gazetteer 
Lahore, 1004, pp. 45-48. 

« P.OSC, in /A xxxvi. [1997) p3fT., reprinted ns Appendix to 
*K<K)npjal Slate, In Simla Ihll StnteM ^ 

® Ih. p. Ir, C Ilf, * Kmnlur?ain Slate,* 10{. 
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mauy places. His original name was Mul and he 
is only 1500 years old, but he is now generally 
calleii Padoi. In Malana, an inaccessible valley.in 
Kuhi on the Tibet' border (but not in direct contact 
with the Tibetan canton of Spiti), the cult of Jamlu 
has its centre, and the valley is governed by a 
theocratic republic.^ Jamlu is imobably the Hindu 
Jamdaggan, but one tale makes him Jaimal Khan, 
a Mughal general. 

Nevertheless in the Panjab Himalayas, the cults 
of these primitive types are inextricably interwoven 
with the fabric of orthodox Hinduism, and tradition 
preserves some of the history of its advent into the 
hills. Thus the most interesting Vaisnava cult in 
Bashahr State and other parts of the Sutlej valley 
is that of Pars Ram, 'whose apostles, the Parsrami 
Brahmans, are said to have introduced the Bhunda 
sacrifice, in which a low-caste Beda rides down a 
huge rope stretched 400 or 500 ft. down a ravine, 
This rite was subsequently adopted at any place 
where a Parsrami settled and even celebrated in 
honour of deities other than Pars Bam.^ The 
State of Bashahr itself was founded by Pardhuman, 
a grandson of Sri Krsna, who came to marry the 
daughter of Raja Banasur,^ the ‘demon’ king, 
whose capital lay in Kamru, in a remote canton of 
Kanaur on the upper Sutlej. Having killed the 
Raja, Pardhuman usurped his kingdom, but the 
Raja’s three sons became maheiras, or village 
deities, and are still worshipped at picturesque 
temples in as many villages, while his daughter is 
the goddess Ukha at Nachar. But the State re 
ligion is centred in the temple of Bhima KMi at 
Sarahan, to which one of the mahtiras is now 
wcmr, or chief minister.^ 

9, Nature-worship. — Throughout the hillsnature- 
worship may be described as dominating all other 
cults, indigenous or imported. Thus Kali embodies 
iakti, the female principle, and the great majority 
of the hill people are Saktas, or worshippers of it. 
The tops of hills are usually sacred to this goddess, 
but the Dhar Chur, or Chur Peak, is the abode of 
Sjirigul (probab^ Sri Guru), a manifestation of 
Siva himself.® With his cult is connected that of 
Bijat, the lightning-god (whose sister Bijai has a 
temple seven storeys high), and also that of Ghat- 
riali, another goddess sister to Bijat.® 

But the worship of nature in all its aspects is 
not confined to the hills. It may with truth be 
said to be at any rate the basis of most of the 
popular cults in tl'ie plains also. 

10. Proselytism. — Changes of religion in the 
Panjab are not uncommon. Thus a Hindu, even 
a Brahman, may become a Sikh, and many Khat- 
tris are adherents of that sect — which is natural 
enough, seeing, that its founder was himself a 
Khattri by caste. Islam claims many converts, 
but has made no marked progress since the time 
of Aurangzlb, who put pressure on the Hindus and 
constrained many to adopt his faith. Modern con- 
verts to Islam, Christianity, and Sikhism are largely 
drawn to those creeds by the prospects of social 
promotion which they offer, conversion freeing 
those of low caste or out-castes from the stigma 
which Hinduism affixes to them. Such converts 

1 Rose, Glomary of Panjdb Tribes and Castes, Lahore, 1914, 
iii. 263 (s.v. ‘Ba-deo’). 

^ Simla Bill States Gazetteer, ' Bashahr State,' p. 30 f. For 
an account of the cult of Pars Ram in Sirmur, where it is im- 
portant and free from any trace of human sacrifice, see SirmUr 
State Gazetteer, Lahore, 1904, p. 39 fl. 

3 Simla Hill States Gazetteer, ‘ Bashahr State,’ pp. 6, 32. 

Banasur was also called Bavasa Deo, and a variant of the legend 
gives the present ruling family a Brahman origin, one of two 
pilgrim brothers having been elected to succeed to the throne 
on the extinction of the old dynasty because he was the first to 
enter the temple of Bhima Kali at a pven moment, while his 
elder brother became priest ot the ruling family — an office still 
held by his descendants (p. 6). , 

4 76. pp. 27, 16. t Sirmur State Gazetteer, p. 42 ft. 

6 76. p. 43 fi. 


may form new castes, like the Mazbi or M&zhabi' 
Sikhs, who were by origin Chuhras, or scavengers, 
outside the Hindu, pale. Muhammadan converts 
hardly form new 'castes, but they are known as 
Nan-Muslim, ‘new Muslims’ or Din-dar, ‘holders 
.of the faith.’ Khoja is a term applied to any man 
of Chuhra status converted to Islam, but it is also 
the term for a body of high-caste Khattris who 
were converted to Islam some centuries ago, and 
who now form a distinct caste, if such a term can 
be applied to a Muhammadan group. A curious 
type of ‘ conversion ’ is found in one or two tracts 
where Hindu tribes dwelling on a Muhammadan 
border-land take wives from their neighbours. 
The bride, by birth a Muslim, is made to enter the 
Hindu fold. Strange as it may appear, it is very 
usual for Hindus to affect Muhammadan saints, 
and many Hindus or so-called Sikhs affect the 
famous Sakhi Sanvar, while the Hin_du Sunars 
(‘ goldsmiths ’) are often devotees of the Agha Khan 
of Bombay, the representative of the sect of the 
Assassins.'- The most striking instance of this 
blending of Hinduism and Islam is found in the 
south-east of the Panjab, in the Mewat or Meo 
country. 

The Sleos are a Hindu people, made up of fragments of 
Rajput tribes, and they bear indifferently Hindu or Muhamma- 
dan personal names. The great saint of the Mewat was born of 
Muhammadan parents, but bore the Hindu name of Lai DSs. 
He is associated in worship with the stream which bears the 
name of Chuhar Sidh, a legendar}- personage famous only as a 
vulgar miracle-monger. His life was spent in its neighbour- 
hood, and, when its overflow formed a pool, a Lai Dasi sddb, or 
monk, was regarded as its natural custodian. But Lai Dm’s 
own teaching was singularly practical and free from self-glorifi- 
cation and superstition. He inculcated industry and condemned 
mendicancy. The sadh was to be fearless in speech. Spiritual 
courage was enjoined, and, though asceticism is praised, its 
absurd excesses are not recommended. Kindliness is justly 
claimed as an essential part of his sj’stem, but it was tempered 
by a just severity. He caused the death of a Mughal who had 
laid hands on another man’s wife, and bade bis successor- 
designate, who shrank from the responsibility of governing the 
infant sect, either accept the office or bury himself alive. While 
he performed miracles, he taught that fame and wonder-working 
would pass away like the wind, that purity and gentleness alone 
availed. He died about 1647, at the age of 107, if tradition 
speaks true.® Another saint, Charn ’Das, also bom in the 
Mewat, founded a more orthodox Hindu sect and is buried at 
Delhi.4 Wilson classes his followers as a Yaifpava sect. 

II. Christianity. — In such a tolerant milieu 
Christianity makes considerable progress, but its 
converts are nearly all drawn from the lower castes, 
who by adherence to Christianity or to Islam 
obtain release from the bondage of the Hindu caste 
system. The invincible eclecticism of Indiacauses 
members of the higher castes to absorb Christianity, 
weld it into their own and other established creeds, 
and sometimes found a new comprehensive sect 
like that of the Chetramis, which teaches that 
Allah is the Creator, Parmeshvar the Preserv’er, 
and Khuda the Destroyer,^ while holding to the 
doctrine of a Christian Trinity.® 

Literatube. — ^T his is given in the footnotes. See also D.C. 
T. Ibbetson. Panjab Census Report, Calcutta, 1883, the part of 
which reprinted as Panjdb jE'fhno.orapAp contains his cbwMrs 
on religion : E. D. Maclagan and Pandit Harikishan Kaui, 
Panjab Census Reports, Calcutta, 1892 and 1913 respectively. 

H. A. Rose. 

PANPSYCHISM.— Panpsychism is the doc- 
trine that whatever exists is essentially^ soul or 
spirit — in the sense, however, not of a single or 
universal spirit, of which all thought and life are 
the ‘appearance’ or expression, but of distinct 
individual souls. Being a soul implies the power 

2 Converts^to'this cult are not confin^ to Koldsrfth 
caste. They may be of any caste, are called IsmaTlis, accep 
•All as God, and yet appear to/eroain good Hindus. 

3 P. W. Powlett, ‘The Saint of Mewat, Calcutta -a®®. : 
Ixviii. 11879] 104, or Seleetions from Calcutta iffriew, v. lie»- 1 
441; also Powlett, Gazetteer of Ulvmr, London, ISiO.p. b6, an 
Bose, Glossary, iii. 24 ff. 186?1 

4H. H Wilson, ‘Hindoo Sects,’ ITor^, 

178; Powlett, Gazetteer of XTlwar, p. 691., Rose, Gl t <V 
ii. 37 f. 

3 Rose, Glossary, 11. 167 f. 
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of representing or being aware of the world (i.e. 
other souls), the possibility of ' change, and the 
power of striving to resist change or to direet it 
towards expansion or development — presentation, 
affection, and conation. All material things, 
organized or unorganized, living or dead, are ‘ in 
reality’ souls. The difficulty is to decide what is 
‘a thing.’ This difficulty is obviated by the as- 
sumptions (1) that the universe is made up of 
discrete entities, that matter is not divisible ad 
infinitum, but that everywhere science in the last 
resort will come upon the atom, the individual ; 
each such atom is ‘ animate ’ ; (2) that, when atoms 
form groups which act independently upon other 
groups, it is a higher soul that gives unity and 
consistency — ‘thingness’ — to the group ; instances 
are the living cell, the animal, the ‘ world ’ (sun, 
planet, etc. ). Hence we have a hierarchy of souls, 
from the simple to the complex, with increasing 
width of representation and intensity of feeling 


and of effort. The theory neither requires nor 
excludes the idea of a single dominant spirit, but 
most panpsychists do assume that there is one 
supreme in intelligence, love, and power, by 
which the activities of all others are co-ordinated 
to a definite end. 

Leibniz (q.v.) is the classical panpsychist; but in 
some form or other the doctrine has prevailed 
throughout the whole history of philosophy, from 
the Greek Hylozoists down through G. Bruno 
and T. Campanella to 6. T. Fechner, K. H. Lotze, 
William James, and H. Bergson. 

bvrzaxTiJKE. — G. W. Leibniz, ilontidology, and Principles oj 
Ifalure and of Grace, both tr. in R. Latta, T/ie ilonadology 
and other Philosophical Writings, Oxiord, 18DS ; G. T. 
Fechner, Xanna, oder Uber das Seelenleben der PJlanzen^, 
Hamburp, 1903, Zend~Avesta'i, do. 1901 ; R. H. Loire, ilicro- 
cosmus, Eng. tr., 2 vols., Edinburgh, 1885-86, iletaphysics, pt. 
II. of Sustem of Philosophy, Eng. tr., Oxford, 1834 ; William 
Janies, A Pluralistic Universe, London, 1909, Some Problems 
of Philosophy, do. 1911 ; H. Berpson, Creative Evolution, Eng. 

tr., do. 1011. j, L, McIntyre. 
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PANTHEISM (Introductory). — x. Definition. 
— Pantheism, according to the etymology, is 
the view that all is God, and that God is all, 
bub, since thought may move either from God 
to all or from all to God, it can assume two 
forms. If it begins with the religious belief or the 
philosophic faith in God as infinite and eternal 
reality, then the finite and temporal world is 
swallowed , up in God, and pantheism beeomes 
acosmism {q.v,), i.e. the world is an illusion in 
comparison with God as reality. If it begins with 
the scientific ' conception or the poetic vision of 
the world as unity, then God is lost in the world, 
and pantheism becomes pancosmism [q.v.). The 
first is theistio, and the second atheistic j for in 
the first, if inconsistently, there still survives as 
a rule a vague apprehension of God as theism con- 
ceives Him, and in the second the Ms becomes 
but a name for the unity of the world, the multi- 
plicity of wliich alone is real for observation and 
imagination. A. M. Fairbaim is not quite just 
to the religious worth of the first type as com- 
pared with the second Svhen he regards them 
as identical. 


‘ Pantheism and Fankosmism are but the ideal and real sides 
of the same thought. The pantheist Is a metoph.v^cian, the 
pankosmist a physicist, and they are distinguished by what is 
but a verbal difference. In neither case can what occupies the 
place of Deity be an ethical and personal Being in the 
Philosophy of Religion and Bistory, London, 1870, p. 392). 

The pantheist of the first type is usually more 
than a metaphysician, as he is often dominated by 
a religious rather than speculative interest ; e.g., 
how different are Spinoza and Haeckel ! The one 
clothes an intense piety in an altogether too scanty 
philosophical garment ; the other uses the word 
'God’ only as a fig-leaf to hide the nakedness of 
his materialistic monism.* We may dismiss tlie 

1 Haeckel denies that his system Is materialistic and defines 
h!a position asfollov^ : *On the contrary, vre hold, wth Goethe, 
that " matter cannot exist and be operative without spirit, nor 
spirit without matter." We adhere firmly to the pure unequi- 
vocal monism of Spinoza : matter, or indefinitely 
substance, and Spirit (or energy), or sensitive and thinking 

substance, ar' i' ■ • ' ’ -“-'>"'t(S, or pnncipal 

properties, of ■ ■ ' " of the worl^ me 

universal subs- , , ■ i '"je, tr.J. McC.vbe, 

London, 1903, p, 8). .... 

This identify ing of spirit with energy gives his system, in spite 
of his protestations, a raatcriaiistic character, and matUr and 
mind in the working out of it are not left as parallel and distinct 
attributes of one substance, but are causally related. One 
difficulty of the system, Kiilpe points out, is that the terns 
energy and spirit or soul arc used without distinction Mslac 
and for one another,* Another is that * the soul Ilfs on the one 
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Hindu (A. S. Geden), p. 617. 


second type of pantheism as equivalent to natural- 
ism (q.v.), and confine ourselves to the first. 

S. Origin and emphasis. — The origin of this type 
of pantheism is cither philosophical or religions. 
The pantheism of Hegel has its roots in the soil of 
the speculative intellect, the pantheism of Brah- 
manism in the soil of the religious spirit. However 
philosophical in form Spinoza’s pantheism is, yet 
its essence is religious ; and the piety often breaks 
the bounds of the philosophy. According to the 
origin, so will the emphasis of the system lie on 
the transcendence or the immanence of God, 
While it is usual to distinguish monotheism (q.v.) 
from pantheism on the one hand, and deism (q.v.) 
on the other, because it combines the two attributes 
of immanence and transcendence which each of the 
others holds apart (pantheism asserting immanence 
and deism transcendence), this distinction is only 
theoretically valid. In some forms of reli^ous 
pantheism the infinitude (i.e, the transcendence) 
and the absoluteness of God are so emphasized 
that the finite and relative world as known to man, 
while identified with God, obscures rather than 
manifests His reality, and He is so far other than 
it is that He is the inconceivable. Brahvuxn is for 
the Indian thinker above all knowledge, and man 
must lose all consciousness of diflerence in a supra- 
conscious unity as the goal of the search for God. 
While Spinoza regards all things and persons ns 
only modes of the two divine attribntes of extension 
and thought, and so asserts immanence, yet he 
treats these attributes os not exhausting the divine 
nature, which, on the contrary, possesses an in* 
finite number of attributes, and so he asserts the 
transcendence hy God as He is of the world os we 
know it. It is in this emphasis on the transcen- 
dence hy the inconceivable God of the known -world 
that pantheism joins hands with mysticism (q.v.). 
The mystic claims the immanence of God in himself 
and strives to realize his identity with God, but, 
be it observed, not by plunging himself into the 
full tide of the world’s life as one with God’s, but 
rather by ivinging his lonelj* flight to the God who 
is above rather than in and through all. For 

band is found in even- kind ol matter, on the other appears as a 
function of a particular kind of matter, the psychoplastn.* In 
asserting this causal relation ^tween matter and energy, brain 
and thought, Haeckel contradicts his fundamental assumption 
of the two attributes of the one substance, and he is thus un. 
justified in his claim that his system is a pantheism like Spinoza's 
(see O. Kiilpe, Die Philotophie der Gegentvart in Deutschland, 
Leipzig, 1911, p. 42). 
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myBfcicism identity with God is an achievement 
rather than an actuality, and God is found away 
from rather than in the world. At its goal more 
than its starting-point mysticism is pantheistic, 
while its starting-point is rather emanationist. 
Spinoza’s principle, ‘Omnis determinatio est 
negatio,’ is thoroughly mystical in raising God 
above all definition and even comprehension ; and 
yet inconsistently for him the world consists of 
modes of divine attributes and so God should be 
known in it.^ 

3 . Neo-Platonism. — It is at this point that the 
discussion of Neo-Platonism (g'.u.) is most relevant. 
Can it truly be regarded as either philosophically 
or religiously pantheistic ? It does not affirm the 
identity of God and the world, but that the world 
of sense is the lowest of a series of emanations 
from God, each possessing a lower degree of per- 
fection, and God Himself is an absolute unity ex- 
cluding all determinations and relations. This is 
clearly an inconsistent position, as God is related 
to the world as His emanation. God cannot be 
reached by thought ; only in the subjective condi- 
tion of ecstasy is the soul absorbed into divinity. 
Neo-Platonism is the typical mysticism ; but can 
a system which does not identify God and the 
world, but relates the world to Goa as an emana- 
tion, be properly called pantheism ? J. Allanson 
Pioton, a modern representative of pantheism as 
religious, in expounding his faith, declares : 

• I only wish to premise plainJy that I am not concerned with 
any view of the world such as implies or admits that, whether 
by process of creation, or emanation, or self-division, or evolu- 
tion, the oneness of the Eternal has ever been marred, or any- 
thing other than the being of God has been or can be produced ' 
{Pantheiim: its Story and Significance, London, 1905, p. 13). 

If pantheism is the theory, as he maintains, 
'that there is nothing but God,’ Neo-PJatonism, 
which allows reality to the series of emanations, is 
not pantheistic. For the same reason Picton 
denies the pantheism of the Christian mystics. 

'Their favourite comparison of creature life to the ray of a 
candle is not really a Pantheistic conception ; because to the 
true Pantheist the creature is not an emanation external to 
God, but a finite mode of infinite Being ' (p. 16). 

The distinction between creation as a free act of 
God and emanation as a necessary process, import- 
ant as it is, does not justify our describing systems 
of emanationism as pantheistic so long as so great 
a distinction is made between God and the world 
which emanates from Him os is made by Neo- 
Platonism. If we describe them as pantheism, we 
should recognize that we are stretching the mean- 
ing of the word to include them. 

4 . Brahmanism. — Most imposing of all the 
systems of pantheism which can claim a religious 
origin is the Brahmanic in India. P. Deussen’s 
account of Indian thought on the relation of God 
and the world is worth reproducing. He calls 
realism the view which reg.ards matter as eternal, 
and independent of God, and God as only a world- 

1 ' In a word,' says Schwegler, summing up the discussion of 
this point, ' the two attributes are but empirically derived de- 
terminations that are incommensurate besides with the nature 
of substance. Substance stands behind them as the absolute 
infinite which cannot be comprehended in any such special 
notions. The attributes explain not what substance really is; 1 
and in its regardconsequentlyappearcontingent. Spinozafails | 
to supply any principle of union between the notion of absolute 
substance and the particular manner in which it manifests itself 
in the two attributes' (Hist, of Philosophy, tr. and ed. 1, H. 
Stirling, Edinburgh, 1879, p. 171 f.). 

In this aspect of it Spinoza’s pantheism may be shown to have 
afiinities with Spencer’s agnosticism (q.v.\ Although epigrams 
are perilous, one may venture to say that Spinoza knows either 
too much of the substance or too little of the attributes. If the 
only attributes known to us are extension and thought or the 
finite modes of things and persons, how docs Spinom know that 
there is an infinitude of attributes? With all his parade of 
reasoning on the lines of mathematical demonstration, it is not 
by his logic that he gets the conception of God which gives his 
teaching such relipous influence as it possesses. TOe ‘ God- 
intoxicated man ’ did not get his inspiration from his system ; 
that has its source in a piety of which the philosophy gives quite 
an inadequate interpretation. 


fashioner {Sti/iiovpy6s) if His existence is not alto- 
gether denied, as in the Sankhya philosopliy. Ac- 
cording to theism as he defines it, ‘God creates 
the universe out of nothing, and the latter then 
has a real existence independently of God ’ (this, it 
must be said in passing, is not a true or fair repre- 
sentation of theism as it is understood in Christian 
faith). His description of pantheism as found in 
the Upanisads must be fully given : 

* God creates the universe by transforming himself into the 
universe. The latter confessedly has become God. Sinceitisreal 
and also infinite, there is no room for God independently of the 
universe, but only within it. The terms God and universe become 
synonj-mous, and the idea of God is only retained in order not 
to break with tradition.' It is evident that Picton would not 
call this pantheism, and that it is rather to be called pancosm- 
Ism. What is generally regarded as the tjqiical Indian panthe- 
ism is, however, desenbed under the title of idealism. ‘God 
alone and nothing besides him is real, lie universe as regards 
its extension in space and bodily consistence is in truth not real ; 
It is mere illusion, as used to be said, mere appearance, as we 
say to-day This Mpearance is not God as in pantheism, but 
the reflection of God, and is an abemtion from the divine 
essence. Not as though God were to be sought on the other 
side of the universe, for he is not at all in space ; nor as though 
he were before or after, for be is not stall in time; nor os 
though he were the cause of the universe, for the law of causality 
has no application here. Rather, to the extent to which the 
universe is regarded os real, God is without reality. That he is 
real, nay the sole reality, we perceive only so far as wo succeed 
in shaking ourselves, free theoretically and practically from this 
entire world of appearance ’ (The Philosophy of fhs Upanishadt, 
tr. A. S. Oeden, Edinburgh, 1909, p, 160 f, ; cf. also a similar 
discussion at p. 237 1). A briefer definition of the prevalent 
doctrine of the Opanifads, which, he says, ‘ mayconveniently 
be described as pantheism,’ is given at p. 405 : ' ^e universe is 
real, and yet the ttman remains the sole reality, for the ttman 
Is the universe.’ 


What Deussen calls 'pantheism’ emphasizes 
immanence as it identifies God and nniverse ; what 
he calls ‘ idealism ’ is pantheism of the type which, 
while identifying God and reality, yet so distin- 
guishes the world as appearance from reality 
(acosmism) that God as He is transcends the world 
as known, and thus cannot be known in or through 
the world, but remains incomprehensible, un- 
defined. This Indian pantheism was a movement 
of religious thought away from the popular poly- 
theism ; and yet here as elsewhere pantheism was 
ever ready to compromise with polytheism. 

' The anthropomorphic form of the gods, especially the multi- 
plicity of the gods with their imperfections, awakens criticism, 
which springs out of moral demands and advanced thinking. 
A many-coloured and manifold world of mds is resolved oM 
the all-working power, which stands behind the worship C*-- 
Steinmann, RGG iv, 11912] 1121 f.). 

Brahman becomes the sole reality, and yet _a 
place is found for the multitude of gods as mani- 
festations of Brahman. An instance of this com- 
promise is the Hindu trinity, or the Trimurti. 

‘ Brahman fneuterj, the Absolute, manifests himself in thret 
persons of equal rank — Brahma, the_ creator, Vishnu, the pre- 
server, and ^iva, the destroyer. Kalidasa sings : 

"In those Three Persons the one God was shown— 

Each first in place, each last— not one alone ; 

Of Civa, Vishnu, Brahma, each may be 
First, second, third, among the Blessed Three 
fG. F. Moore. Hist, of Religions, Edinburgh, 1914, 1. S44p 


Into this scheme of thought the popular heroes 

trsnaand Kamaare fitted as incaniations(«rat5ra3) 
•fyisnu. All the gods may even be represented 
a such incarnations. Pantheism thus beconies 
he speculative justification of polytheism. See, 
urther. Pantheism (Hindu), _ 

5 . Egypt. — This relation is found in otlier re- 
igions amo, although reached in another way. 
iyncretism (g'.ti.) in Egypt leads to pantheism. 

‘Let the gods once lose the Individual character thatke^ 
hem separate from each other, and It Is possible for onog<w. 
rho grows strong and great enough, to sallow up all the rest, 
lU they appear only as his forms. . . . IJe god '‘’*’0 did nios 
I the way of swallowing up the rest ^s fo5) 

f Thebei The LiUny of Ra (Records of the 
spresents that god as eternal and self-begotten, and sinp m 
sventy-five suKessive verses seventy-fire forms he 

Bsumes; they are the forms of the gods 
lemcnts and parts of the world ’ <A. Menzies, Htsl. of Religion, 
pondon, 1895, p. 145 f.). 
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A similar movement took place in regard to Isis 
In the mysteries of Isis, as described by 
Apuleius {Met. ■si,), ‘Isis is all the goddesses,’ hut 
at a later initiation she gives place to Osiris as 
supreme god.* 

6. Babylonia. — ^The Babylonian texts sometimes 
represent the many gods as only names of Marduk ; 
but behind this liturrfcal self-glorification there is 
no speculative thought deserving the title of pan- 
theism. 

7. Zoroastrianism. — One school of Zoroastrian 
thinkers, the Zervanites, placed before and above 
Ormazd and Ahriman a first principle, space or 
time ; but this speculation had no religious influence. 

8. China. — A Chinese thinker Chu Hi (A.D. 1130- 
1200) developed a tlieory of the universe resembling 
Stoic pantheism (see Moore, i. 45 f.). 

9. Greece. — When vve turn to Greece, we find a 
pantheism which had religious roots, and yet for 
the most part bore philosophical fruits. The earliest 
Greek thinkers found the explanation in a material 
principle — Thales in water or moisture, Anaximenes 
in air, but Anaximander in rh iveipov, the undiffer- 
entiated primal matter. More abstract conceptions 
are advanced by the Pythagoreans (number), 
Eleatics (bein"), and Heraclitus (becoming). It is 
the Eleatic school that is of special interest for our 
purpose. Xenophanes thought that there could be 
only one god, and that he was one with the world. 
This view is expressed in the phrase it> xal ■rap. Of 
him Aristotle says ; 

ErPO^a»n 7 f irpuroc « • • etc rtii' oXov oupai^p oiro^/^aC cr 
clpai ^ij<n (3/et. I. v, OSO'* 24). 

Parmenides no less taught the unity of all. Xeno- 
phanes was a critio of the prevalent anthropo- 
morphism ; he pointed out not only that all peopl&s 
pictured the gods in likeness of men, but even that 
they ascribed to them national or individual traits. 
The Thracians thought of them as red-haired, the 
Ethiopians as black ; had the oxen and asses gods, 
they would represent them like themselves. His 
attitude to the prevalent polytheism was tolerant ; 
but in Greece there was not the close connexion of 
antheism with polytheism. Heraclitus also re- 
uced the universe to a primal divine fire. Hero 
antheism comes in close contact with naturalism, 
toicisni developed this conception. According to 
Diog. Laert. vii. 139, the Stoics taught rhv SKov 
Kixrfiop fwov 8>^o Kal (h^vxop ral \oyiK6p and oitrlav St 
6eov Ziji’wr flip tpijai SKop kScthop (148). The world 
is the awpa, and God the irpeufui. Plutarch explains 
this relation ns follows ; 

• It Is one and the same bclnc which presents Itself now as 
individual unity (God), now as divided multiplicity (world)' (de 
Stoic. 41). 

And Cicero testifies that ‘ Cleanthes ipsura mundum 
deum dicit esse’ (rfe iVat. Dear. i. 14). _ It may be 
pointed out, however, that, while the identity of 
God and the world is affirmed, a distinction is re- 
cognized: the world is the multiplicity or body, 
but God is the unity or spirit. This type of pan- 
theism would lie between the relimous pantheism 
which so emphasizes the transcendence of God as 
to regard the world as illusion {mdya fj.u.j) and 
the pnilosophical pantheism which so emphasizes 
immanence as absolutely to identify God and world. 
Tliero is a divine mystery behind all, and yet a 
divine manifestation in all. It should he noted ns 
a third type ; it is so far religious as to make some 
distinction between God and world ; it is so far 
philosophical as to think of God as identical with 
the ivorld. It touches closely the type of thought, 
to wiiich the pantheistic name shouia not be given, 
which represents the world ns an emanation of 
God. The history of pantheism shows that it is 
not so clear-cut a system os at first wo might be 
1 According to Tlutarch (d« It. et Otir. ii.), a temple of lela 
bears the Inscription, ' I am all that hath been, is, or ehall be ; 
and no mortal hatli lillod my veil.* 


led to assume that it would prove to be. See, 
further. Pantheism (Greek and Roman). 

10 . Scholasticism. — Under the influence of 
pseudo-Dionysius, John Scotus Erigena shows a 
pantheistic tendency. The language is, however, 
not quite consistent; tor he affirms, on the one 
hand, that God is the essence of all things, and, on 
the other, that God is the totality of things, 

•In Deo enim immutablliter ct essentlalitcr eunt omnin, et 
Ipse estdivislo etcolicctio universaliB creaturae’ (de JKr. h'at. 
ill. ly. 

This, according to Rndolf Eisler {Wortcrbtick der 
pliilnsophischen Bcgriffc wid Arisdriicfcc, Berlin, 
1899, p. 656), is equivalent to the other statement, 

•Deum in omnibus esse, i.e. essentlam omnium subslsterc' 
(1. 72). 

This does not necessarily mean quite the same as 
his description of God as the universitas (ii. 2). 
He surely departs from pantheism altogether in 
this statement : 

• Nam ct creatum in Deo est subsistens, et Dcus in creaturn 
mirablli et ineffabili modo creatur, seipsum mnnifestans ' (lit. 17). 
Pantheism does not and cannot consistently spealc 
of the creature. An exact anticipation of Spinoza’s 
system is ascribed by Albertus Magnus to David 
of Dinant: 

• Ponit . . . talem concluslonem, sio dicens ; Manifestum est 
unam solam substantiam esse, non tantum omnium corporum 
sed etiam omnium animarum, et hanc nUiIl Blind esse quam 
ipsum Deum, quia substantia, de qua sunt corpora, dicitur 
hyle, substantia vero, do qua omnes sunt nnimae, dicitur ratio 
vet mens, Manilestum est igitur Deum esse siibstantium omnium 
corporum ct omnium animarum. Patet Igitur, quod Dens et 
hyle et mens una sola substantia est* (op. Eisler, p. 656). 

11. In spite of the deism of Islfim, the system of 
Averroiis has a pantheistic tinge, and the Stlfi 
mysticism also tends to pantheism ; even in Judaism 
in the peculation of the EcthbUlil is this influence 
felt. While mediaival mysticism showed the same 
tendency, it is not in the strict sense of the term 
pantheism. 

12. Bruno, Spinoza, etc. — ^The revived interest 
in nature at the Renaissance issued in Giordano 
Bruno (j.u.) in an explicit pantheism. 

•God is everywhere, and whole In all, as a voice is heard in 
all parte of the hall ’ (Dela Causa, dial. ll.). ' Accordingly you 
see how all things are a Universe, and the Universe is In all 
things, we la it, it in us, and thus all issues In a complete unity ' 
(dial. T.). 

He warns ns ag,ainEt a common misunderstanding 
of pantheism, the distribution of God throughout 
the universe. 

God is ‘whole in all and whole in every part, so that wo 
speak of parte in the In6nite, not of parte of the Infinite.' 

He approaches acosmism in declaring that these 

S arts are only passing appearances of the One, 
lut the distinction of God as unit5’ from the world 
ns multiplicity already noted reappears. 

•The one highest Being In whom capacity and reality are un- 
separated, which in an absolute way can be all and is all that 
It can be, is as not unfolded a Single, Immcasurabie, Endless, 
which embraces all being ; ns unfolded on the contrary is it in 
the sensibly perceived bodies ’ (dial. v.). 

As Spinoza is treated separately in another 
article, bis system need not at this stage be dis- 
cussed. What needs to be said about him in the 
general treatment of pantheism has already been 
said. J. Toland, in his book Socinianism truly 
Stated (1705), openly avowed liimself a ‘pantheist’ 
(the first use of the term). In 1720 he published 
a book with the title Pavthcxslicon. According to 
Eucken, his opponent Fay was the first to use the 
term ‘panthensm’ (1709). E. Benoist, in his Mi- 
langcs (Delft, 1712, pp. 252-265), uses both terms 
panthtute and panthiuanc. In the 18th cent. 
orthodox controversialists treated pantheism as no 
better than atheism (see OED vii. 430). 

13. German philosophy. — At the beginning of 
the 19th cent, there was a reaction from the deistic 
tendency of orthodox and heretical thouglit alike. 
Schleiermacher (g.r.), who revived Christian theo- 
logy, and set it on the path which it followed in 
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that age, considered that it was a matter of in- 
difference to ijiety whether God was conceived 
personally or impersonally, and speculatively he 
was a pantheist. 

‘ Each single being is as such a definite fo.-m of the Being of 
the Absolute Identity, but not its very Being, which is only in 
the Totality ’ (ireris, Berlin, 1834-64, i. iv. 131). 

This speculative Spinozism was modified, however, 
by his inheritance of Moravian piety, although his 
theology was. affected by it. While the position of 
Kant was deistic, the idealist philosophy which 
was after him developed in Germany nad a dis- 
tinctly pantheistic character. 

‘The idealist systems of a Fichte, Schelling, Hegel, make the 
whole content of existence the nature of the Divine (Absolute)' 
(Eisler, p. 657). 

Fichte regards God as ‘ a moral order immanent in 
and also transcendent of the world.’ Schellin^’s 
indifference to the ideal and the real recalls the 
God above all determination of Brahmanism, Neo- 
Platonism, and Spinozism, and resembles von 
Hartmann’s ‘the Unconscious.’ Of these systems 
the most important and interesting is Hegel’s. 
For the static deity of Spinoza or substance he 
substitutes the dynamic deity or spirit. Spirit he 
conceives as reason, as a logical process. Accord- 
ingly his pantheism has been described as ‘pan- 
logism ’ (rraj' XSyos). A modern disciple of Spinoza 
insists on the static view of God : 

‘ The processes called evolution, though everywhere operative, 
aflfect, each of them, only parts of thelnflnite whole of things ; 
and experience cannot possibly afford any Justification for 
supposing that they affect the Universe itself (Picton, p. 12). 
Hegel iq.v.] with speculative daring takes the 
dynamic view and presents to ns, on what seems 
the more probable interpretation of his system, an 
evolving God. That he has taken up the idea of 
evolution into his interpretation of the world is 
his merit as a philosopher; that he has treated 
that evolution from too exclusively intellectual a 
standpoint is his defect. 

•That he apprehends the world as development, in which 
reason is the ground, law, and object of all becoming, this is 
Hegel's strength : his weakness Is that he apprehends this 
development only as an ideal, logical one, whicli accordingly is 
to be built up by pure notional dialectic’ (0. Pfleiderer, Philo- 
sophy of Religion, tr. A. Menzies, London, 1887, li. 79 1.). 

It is impossible in this article to discuss the 
question whether Hegel’s system is or is not pan- 
^eism, an identification of God and the world or 
not. Does he or does he not identify the human 
apprehension, the cosmic manifestation, and the 
divine reality in his Absolute! Is the world’s 
evolution a logical process! And is this lopcal 
process God’s coming to self-consciousness ! Hegel 
claimed to be a sound Lutheran, and maintained 
the consistency of his philosophy with the Christian 
doctrine of God, but the system itself appears pan- 
theistic. For Hegel the world-process was logical ; 
in it reason was manifested, and purpose fulfilled. 
The challenge and contradiction of the philosophy 
which affirmed that the real is the rational (panlog- 
isra) is the affirmation that the real is irrational (a 
blind will, panthelism [ttSv in Schopen- 
hauer’s pessimism, which has affinity with the 
Indian conception of Tcarma [q.v.), 

X/f. Pantheism and panentheism. — Since the 
beginning of the 19th cent, the divine immanence 
in the world has been emphasized. Instead of a 
creation by a series of divine acts at the very 
beginning, men think of a gradual evolution not yet 
completed, in which God is continuously active. 

‘11, then, the history of man be the continuation of the 
record of creation, it follows that the creative energy has not 
ceased to operate, and that its character, qualities, tendencies, 
modes of working and relation to the forms developed, can 
be better studied here than in the field of nature. This position 
is fundamental to our argument, and follows from the parallel 
between the immanence of God in nature and in man. He 
dweils in both and He works through both, though always in 
methods agreeable to the medium employed. What is energy 
in nature is reason and will in man, but they are no less ours 
that they are inspired by Him, and no less His that they 


appear in us as conscious and voluntary activities’ (A M 
Fairbaim, The Philosophy of the Christian Religion, Londonj 
1902, p. 171 f .). ' 

_A position such as this is not pantheistic. It 
might be called ‘ panentheism ’ (war iv eetg), the 
name which C. Krause gave to his system, in which 
God is a unity enclosing the world, but superior to 
it. In one place Plotinus corrects pantheism by 
panentheism : 

‘ The perfect Being consists of all beings, rather it embraces 
in itself all beings ’ (Ann. vi. vi. 7). 

The term might also be applied to the teachine of 
Malebranche : 

‘Toutes les crdatures, mtmes les plus matirielles et lea plus 
terrestres, sontenDieu quoiqued'une maniferetoutespirituelle’ 
(Rech. it 6 ; see Eisler, p. 655 f,). 

Lotze (q.v.), in his doctrine of causality, lays 
himself open to the charge of pantheism ; but his 
most valuable discussion of personality in God and 
man rebuts the charge. To regard natural forces 
as the finite exercise of infinite power, or natural 
laws as the finite expression of infinite wisdom, is 
only to assert such a dependence of the world on 
God and such an immanence of God in the world as 
are consistent with Christian theism. To emphasize 
immanence, so long as transcendence is recognized, 
is not to be regarded as an acceptance of pantheism. 
We must not call pantheism the sense which poets 
have had of God’s presence in nature — e.g., Words- 
worth’s Lines composed a few Miles above Tintem 
Abbey t 

‘ And I have felt 

A presence that disturbs me with the joy 
Of elevated thoughts ; a sense sublime 
Of something far more deeply interfused. 

Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns, 

And the round ocean and the living air, 

And the blue sky, and in the mind of man ; 

A motion and a spirit, that impels 

All thinking things, all objects of all thought. 

And rolls through all things.' 

Tennyson’s The Higher Pantheism is misnamed, as 
the poet’s exhortation to personal communion with 
God shows : 


‘Speak to Him thou for He hears, and Spirit with Spirit can 
meet, 

Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands and feet. 
A pantheist could not speak thus. Yet & vivid 
sense of God in nature may lead to a poetic pan- 
theism. 

15. Modem pantheism. — Before offering some 
criticism on pantheism as a mode of religious faith 
or philosophical thought, there are a few questions 
about it which a modem exponent, J. A, Picton, 
may be allowed to answer. 

‘If Pantheism affirms God to be All In All, it does not 
that Pantheism must hold a man, or a tree, or a tiger to M 
God.’ While God is the whole, no part by itself can be regardeu 
as God, but ns part of the whole it can be nothing else. For 
pantheism, ‘ so far from tolerating any doubt as to the being 01 
God, denies that there is anything else.* God is not, howev^, 
merely the sum of things. ‘That Unity is not merely the 
—A. which we observe or Inter, 

■■-:-,selfininflnitevnriety’(p.lO). 

■ ■ ■ refuses to regard as proper 

pantheistic every theory of emanation of the world from Uhd , 
and maintains that evolution can be true only of the p>vM, 
afthewhole. Fromthepointof viewofpantheism, allchange, 
evolution, proptress, retrogression, sin, pain, or any other g^ 
or evil is local, finite, partial ; while the infinite co-ordmatio 
such infinitesimal movements makes one eternal peace 
Avowing himself a disciple of Spinoza, at whom he says th 
' was the first Pantheist who was also a prophet, in the sense 01 
ipeaking out the divine voice of the infi^te Univeree to 
human constituent parts ’ (p. 66 f.), he suggests a modification 0 
Spinoza’s pantheism, which would purge it of all the ® 

materialism, which gives Haeckel the pretext for claiming W 
je also a Spinozist. ‘ The whole trend of philosophy ^urin? th 
lineteentb century was towards a view of Ext^sion Iteelf M 
node of Thought, and therefore toward the absorption of ^ 

)f Spinoza's theoretical divine attributes in ‘^e other (p. WF 
Oie Ml, as known to us, might then be comteivrf M thougni. 
ror i.,e pantheistio tendencies of modern ""m 

iwo reasons : (1) ‘Science has made unthinkable the old-woria 
inception of a three-storeyed Universe, witness 

irtificer God, who suddenly awoke from an eternity of Idjen 
o make Heaven, Earth, and Hell ’ (p. 86) Here I^-cten st^^ 
o a rhetorical device unworthy of a pinker. He Drat a 
atures what he then rejects. Modem theism can meet mooem 
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science on more equal terms than this statement aliows. (2) 
But taith protests against materialism as the conclusion of 
science : ‘ All the hints given us by science of the ultimate one- 
ness of all things, converge in the faith that All is God, and 
God is All* (p. 881. In opposition to the theist’s view that 
religion and morality must oe a personal relation to a personal 
Goo, the caricature of which on p. 91 need not he quoted, he 
asserts that pantheism ‘ regards obedience and devotion to God 
as the ultimate and most inspiring application of that principle 
of the_ loyalty of the part to the whole which runs through all 
morality ' (p. 01), and yet the illustrations which he gives of 
that loyalty are all in the personal relations of family, school, 
oluh, municipality, and nationality, although he gives a show 
of reason to his argument by making the object of loyalty or 
devotion the abstraction ‘ the law of the whole.' This modem 
pantheist is as tolerant as was the ancient pantheism of poly- 
theism and Idolatry. ‘ If we can attain to that intellectual love 
of God in which Spinoza was absorbed, we have no quarrel with 
any mode of sincere devotion. Pious Catholic, Protestant, 
Vedantist, Mohammedan — all, by the implicit, though unrecog- 
nised necessities of their faith, worship the same God as our- 
selves’ (p. 92 f.). But actually and practically the explicit 
creed or code makes a ver>' great difference in religion and 
morality. 

i6. Criticism. — Pantheism is so impressed with 
the vastness of the nniverse that it rejects any 
explanation of its origin, whether by necessaiy 
emanation from or by free creation by God ; it 
simply outs the Gordian knot by identifying God 
and world. It is so impressed by the infinitude 
and absoluteness of Goa that it not only rejects 
the extreme anthropomorphism of popular religion, 
hut even refuses to consider seriously such an 
argument as Lotze’s for the personality of God as 
not contradictory of, but even harmonious with, 
the attriWtes of infinitude and absoluteness. It 
is at these. two points that it must be speculatively 
met. If God is not to be absorbed in the world 
(pancosmism), or the world in God (acosmism), such 
a difference of world and God must be_ recognized 
as demands some explanation of their relation. 
Whether the explanation that theism offers is or is 
not adequate, it at least faces a problem which 
pantheism simply shirks. Common thought and 
life assume, and cannot but assume, the dillerence 
which pantheism merely ignores. To deny person- 
ality to God as pantheism does is to offer to thought 
and life not a higher object of worship and service, 
but a lower, a sub-personal unity or whole, even if 
described as living. Should pantheism, following 
Picton’s modification of Spinoza, speak of that 
unity or whole as infinite thought, can thought be 
conceived without the subject thinking J We can 
now think of personality without the anthropo- 
morphism of popular religion ; and so pantheism, 
in opposing itself to anthropomorphism, is avoid- 
ing the real issue for modem thinking. 

Practically pantheism refuses to regard morality 
and religion as the relation of the ‘ I ’ of man to the 
‘Thou’ of God, and substitutes for it that of the 
part to the whole. Accordingly its ideal is not 
self-realization of the' I’ in distinction from, and 
yet in relation to, the * Thou,’ but the self-losing 
of the part in the whole, which may of course bo 
represented as the self-recovery, since the whole is, 
as it were, the essence of the part. _ As an escape 
from the egoistic and the egocentric standpoint, 
pantheism nos a relative value for morality and 
religion ; but self-realization in distinction from, 
and yet in the relation of dependence^ on, pom- 
munion with and submission to God is neither 
egoistic nor egocentric, Panthcism_ so identilics 
the part with the whole, and so subjects the part 
to the whole, that the human personality loses its 
sense of freedom and assurance of immortality. 
Contemplation tends to take the place of action, 
and a quiotistic disposition is encouraged. As the 
distinction between right and wrong becomes 
relative, the nerve of moral effort and conflict is 
severed ; and the belief in and hope of progress are 
lessened, if not altogether lost. The sense of sin, 
the feeling of penitence, and the effort of amend- 
ment become, and must become, to the consistent 


pantheistic thinker illusive. As there is no neccs- 
si^ for,_ so there is no reality in, the Christian 
redemption for a thorough - going pantheist: 
Christ’s work for man must be dismissed as my- 
thology. Does what pantheism offers to tlie moral 
conscience and religious consciousness compensate 
for what it takes, away, and must take away, if 
consistent? This question the writer leaves the 
reader of this article to answer for himself. There 
is much pantheism which is not consistent — a 
tendency rather than a system ; and it has some 
value as a corrective of a crude anthropomorphism, 
or hard deism, and as an emphasis, if exaggerated, 
on God’s affinity with and immanence in man, on 
the truth that in Him we live and move and have 
our being, for we also are His ofispring. 

LtTEOATimE. — ^Besides the books referred » throughout the 
article, and those given under Polytheism, etc., the standard 
Histories of Philosophy or of religions and works of Christian 
apologetics may be consulted ; and the following works may be 
added from Picton’s bibliography : SBE i. 11893) ; J. Allanson 
Picton, Chriitian Pantheism, London, 1673, The Reliijiono/ the 
Universe, do. 190t; P. H. Hngenholtz, Ethisch Pantheisms, 
Amsterdam, 1903 (not translated). T. Steinmann (liGO Iv. 
11912] 1125) also recommends W. Diltbey, ‘Der entwicklungs- 
geschichtl. Pantheismus,’ in AGPk xiil. 11900)807-300, 415-182; 
H. Scholz, ‘ Der Pantheismus in sefnem Verhaltnls zum 
Gottesglauben des Ohristentums,’ PJB cxll. (lOlO) 139-101 ; 
M. Scheibe, ' Pantheismus und Personlichkeit Gottes,' Prates- 
tantisehe Ihmatshejte, xvi. fl912J SB1-37S, 

A. E. Gahvie. 

PANTHEISM {Greek and Koman). — The defi- 
nitions of pantheism Mnerally agree in identifying 
God with the world : God and the universe are one 
and inseparable ; all is God and God is all ; nature 
and God are identical. So far ns the terms go, such 
statements are acceptable, emphasizing, as they do, 
the oneness and the divineness of reality. Every- 
thing, however, depends upon the meaning of the 
notion of God employed in these definitions, and on 
this point authorities differ. Recent naturalistic 
systems like Haeckel’s, which call themselves 
pantheistic, conceive of God os the universal sub- 
stance which obeys the physical law of energj*, and 
the ancient naturalistic philosopher Strato is fre- 
quentljr characterized as a pantheist, although his 
God is, in Cicero’s words, ‘withoutsense and form.’* 
To call the world God in such cases is, however, as 
Schopenhauer justly declares, merely to increase 
the language with a superfluous synonyin for the 
word ' Goa.’ If we mean by deity nothing more 
than the ultimate independent substance, whatever 
may be its nature, then every monistic theory of 
the universe is pantheistic, and we should have to 
include materialistic monism among the pantheistic 
systems. This we are not ready to do in the 
following account. Nor shall we consider ns pan- 
theistic those world-views which reduce deity to 
the sum of all things, even when these things arc 
regarded as having each its separate psychic life : 
panpsychism is not necessarily pantheism, although 
It often accompanies it and may be a preparation 
for it. By pantheism we mean that doctrine which 
conceives of reality as one in essence and form, and 
thinks of this unity as somehowrational and divine. 
Hence, according to this teaching, God is an entity 
not separate from the world and remote from it, 
but in it and of it— immanent, not transcendent; 
everything partakes of the nature of God. The 
particular objects and individn.als have no ab.solute 
existence of their own, but arc either modes of the 
universal substance or parts of the divine whole. 
Moreover, all things arise from God by neccssitj’ ; 
they follow inevitably from His infinite being. 

Tlie development of pantheistic theories goes 
hand in hand with the development of monism, 
which springs from the intellectual craving for 
unity ; with the development of the notion of law 
and order in the world ; and with the evolution of 
the conception of mind. IVe find the monistic 

1 ie EaU Dear. L IS, 35. 
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idea consciously realized and the notion of uni- 
formity at least dimly recognized among the Greek 
physicists or physiologers of the 6th and early 
6th century B_.c. Here, therefore, we may look 
for the beginnings of, or perhaps it would be better 
to say preparations for, pantheism ; all things 
spring from an oi'iginal stun which is vaguely con- 
ceived as alive or animated (hylozoism). All that 
we know of the teaching of the Milesian Thales is 
that he called this primary substance water. But 
the fact that yEtius later understood him to mean 
that the god in all things is the divine energy of 
water shows the pantheistic possibilities of this 
simple theory. Pantheistic tendencies become 
more pronounced in Anaximander, the fellow- 
toivnsman of Thales, whose principle, the Suireipov, 
is the one boundless uncreated and indestructible 
being It is indeterminate, and yet everything 
specflic, every quality, lies embedded in it and is 
dilierentiateu from it only to be merged again in 
its infinite source. Aristotle tells us that Anaxi- 
mander’s diretpov embraces everything and rules 
everything, and that it is divine. Whether 
Anaximander himself taught the divinity of bis 
principle or it is merely inferred by Aristotle we 
cannot say, but that such a conclusion could have 
been drawn at all is evidence of the pantheistic 
possibilities of the view. We find similar tenden- 
cies in Anaximenes of Miletus. All things are 
transformations of the primary substance, air, 
which is hylozoistically conceived : air is an en- 
souled matter. 

* Just os our soul which ia air hoide ua together (avy/cpani), so 
it ia breath (rrviviu.) and air that encompasaea the whole world 
(ireaiixei)' (Ptae. i. S(., Oox. 278 [Ritter and Preller, Hist, 
phxlosophioe Grceccef, p. 20]), 

A later follower of Anaximenes, Diogenes of 
Apollonia, a contemporary of Anaxagoras, who 
lived at a time when tlie notion of mind liad been 
made somewhat more definite in Greek thought, 
caiTies the idea of his teacher still further in the 
direction of pantheism ; 

‘ Air is the being in which reason dwells, which guides and 
rules all things, lor it lies in its nature to extend everj’where 
and to be in everj’thing ' {Simpl. pfiys. 83r. 162, 21 D [Ritter and 
Preller, p. 174p. 

The thinkers whom we have been considering 
centred their attention upon the problem of sub- 
stance ; the Pythagoreans began to speculate upon 
the problem of form, law, and order, and sought 
the explanation of tilings in their numerical and 
geometrical relations; for them numbers consti- 
tute the essence of things and the cause of all the 
harmonies in the world. Numbers are odd and 
even, i.e. limited and unlimited ; hence the uni- 
verse is a harmony of the limited and unlimited. 
And, since unity is the product of the odd and even 
numbers, it would have been easy to infer that the 
universe is comprehended in unity. The notions 
of unity and order are suggestive of pantheism, and 
it is not surprising that this philosophy should 
have been developed into pantheism in tlie 1st cent. 
B.C., after Stoic pantheism had become popular in 
the Homan world. Some of the Neo-Pythagoreans 
derived all numbers from the universal monos and, 
under the influence of Platonism, identified them 
with the Platonic ideas. 

The traces of pantheistic speculation appear in 
still more marked form in the younger contem- 
porary of Pythagoras, Xenophanes of Elea, who 
approaches the world-problem from the religious 
si&. God is for him tne changeless and imperish- 
able, timeless being, and is conceived as p. unity 
endowed with intelligence : ‘ the whole of him sees, 
the whole of him thinks, the whole of him hears,’ 
and He rules all things by the power of His mind. 
Aristotle informs us that he taught the unity of 
the all and called this unity Goa. He evidently 
looked upon the world of plurality and change as 


the manifestation of the changeless God, without 
becoming aw’are of any contradiction in his 
thought. Parmenides, the pupil of Xenophanes, 
develops the theory of his teacher in metaphysical 
form, omitting, as A. Fischer has said,i the theo- 
logical flourishes. Being is for him one, timeless, 
unchangeable, indestructible, always the same. 
Like the God of his predecessor, the being of 
Parmenides is intelligent: thought and being are 
identical. Since there can be neither change nor 
difierentiation in being, tbe world of plurality and 
clmnge is but an illusion, a mere appearance, a 
world of falsehood. We have in this teaching of 
Parmenides a static pantheism, which, however, 
fails to account for our world of experience, the 
world of plurality and change. The name of pan- 
theism is frequently denied to it on the ground 
that being does not manifest itself in the world of 
change, that nature or the phenomenal order is not 
exhausted in God. This vyould be a valid objection 
to including this doctrine among the pantlieistio 
systems had not Parmenides ruled out the entire 
sense-world as mere appearance. 

According to Parmenides, motion, change, be- 
coming, are unthinkable and therefore cannot be 
real. It is for this reason that he does not know 
what to do with our world of experience and treats 
it as an illusion. Heraclitus [q.v.), on the other 
hand, finds in change and becoming the very 
essenee of reality : all things are fundamentally 
forms of one and the same (hylozoistio) principle, 
the ever-living fire. There can be no world with- 
out change : everything is transformed into its 
opposite ; fire becomes air, water, earth, and then 
passes upwards again through the same stages and 
returns to fire. Reality is a union of opposites, 
and war is the father of all things. Moreover, the 
fire-principle acts according to law and measure ; 
it is therefore a rational principle (Xiyat)— rational 
in the sense that law is immanent in the cosmic 
order. Everj'thing happens according to the XiSyo*, 
according to the law of opposites ; Xdyos and_ fate 
or necessity {slpapiiiyTj) are identical. Itisrational 
also in the sense of guiding the universe ; it ia 
the wisdom steering all things through all things. 
This philosophy is a well-developed dynamic pan- 
theism ; the universe is the expression of an all- 
pervading active reason ; indeed, it is the universal 
reason in ceaseless action. It is true that Hera- 
clitus did not describe the fire-XiyM as acting 
with conscious deliberation, but neither did be 
conceive it merely as objective rcMon, as the in- 
dwelling law or order of the universe, as some 
interpreters bold. The pre-Socratics had not 
reached a clear-cut conception of mind — they were 
too much interested in the external side of reality 
for that — but it is reasonable to suppose that all 
except the materialistic atomists placed in 
something akin to the human soul, and that 
Heraclitus as well as the Eleatics recognued tne 
logical aspect of mind as of primary importance 
in the universe. The particular human soul, too, 
is a part of the universal tiTe-\£yos, according^ to 
our pantheist ; indeed, it is a spark of the divine 
fire itself and remains in constant Imng tonen 
with it. If this is so, all men ought to know the 
truth and act in accordance with it. Heraclitus, 
however, does not draw the full consequence oi 
his pantheism here : according to him_, the mm- 
vidual persists in his subjective opinions [idii 
^p6vT](ris) ; men do not know the eternal ; « is 
in them, but they do not see it ; nor do they order 
their conduct in conformity to it. 
thing real is rational, how does it happen that man 
alone can oppose the \6yos or the law of the wmrJU i 
It has been suggested that Heraclitus introduced 
1 ‘Die Grundlehren der voreokratlschen Philosophic' to 
Grosse Denker, 1., Leipri?, 1017, p. 42. 
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the notion of free ■will at this point, as did nearly 
all the later pantheists — in utter disregard of the 
logic of their systems. _ There is, however, no evi- 
dence of such a teaching or that he was at all 
aware of any inconsistency in his thinking here. 

The notion of a universal mind (sous) acting with 
deliberation and design appears in the teaching of 
Anaxagoras _ (o.v.), an elder contemporary of 
Socrates. Mind is ruler over all ; it holds away 
over the whole revolving universe ; it knows all 
things and it regulates all things. Anaxagoras, 
however, is not a pantheist, hut teaches a vague 
dualism ; his countless substances or elements of 
specific quality are distinct from mind, the nature 
oil which seems to he immaterial, but is'not clearly 
defined. Moreover, as the beginner of the world- 
process, his voCs is transcendent. It is true that 
mind is also present in the ivorld, in organic 
forms, and even in minerals, and therefore imma- 
nent, but it is always brought in as the cause of 
motion only where mechanical explanations do not 
avail. - . 

In Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, who domi- 
nated Greek thought during the latter part of the 
6th and the whole of the 4th cent. B.C., the con- 
ception of mind as a principle different from matter 
is sharply defined, and philosophy enters upon its 
dualistic stage. ■ There are, however, lines of 
thought in the Platonic theory which easily lend 
themselves to pantheistic interpretation and were 
later turned to ■ pantheistic account by the Neo- 
Platonists. Thus, Plato speaks of nature ns ln<f>pui>, 
of the world as fifoy tpij/vxov (yvovp re, and calls the 
world a blessed God. ' Or God is the supreme 
Idea which embraces all the others in itself, the 
Unity which comprehends in itself the true essences 
of things. Since each idea is a unity which com- 
prehends the many in itself, and all ideas are 
comprehended in the supreme idea of the Good, as 
the species are containediin the genus, the world is 
a manifestation of the Good, of the divine purpose, 
of beauty, truth, and goodness. The ideas are 
conceived by Plato as active, forming forces of 
nature, hence as purposive or final causes. In 
mite of these pantheistic leanings, however, the 
Platonic system remains dualistic : opposed to 
mind stands an obstreperous element, non-being 
{ixil fir), whether it be conceived as space . or as 
matter. 

Basing itself upon the philosophy of Heraclitus 
and aided by Platonic-Aristotelian conceptions, 
Stoicism worked out a thoroughgoing system of 
pantheism, a system that has influenced nearly all 
the pantheistic philosophies which have appeared 
in the 'VVestem world since its birth at tbe oegin- 
ning of the 3rd centuiy B.O. According to it, God 
and nature are one ; the world is the manifestation 
of the universal X^ot. Afryot rijs <p 6 <reur or Koivbt 
•rijs \ 6 yos and Koivij ^^aris are one and the 

same. The universe is the evolution of the X(57os; 
this is the ‘germinative reason’ of things {\ 6 yat 
crirepfiariK 6 s), With Heraclitus the Stoics regard 
this Xiyos as fire or breath and therefore material ; 
but it is an intelligent, purposeful matter. The 
Stoic substance is spirit and matter in absolute 
union; it is spiritual matter or material spirit; 
reason is not a property of the corporeal. _ This 
teaching is ho more materialistic than is the 
Spinozistic view that thought and extension are 
diflerent attributes or aspects of the one substance. 
God is (Tujpo pocpSr, vvp PoepSv, TPeCpa. poep 6 p. Nor 
is the doctrine dualistic, even though the XA701 
is said to fashion matter (OXij), and God is called 
the soul of the world toD 5 Xou It is 

monistic : both the soul and the body of God are 
tbe same in principle; all the elements in the 
world are transformations of the original divine 
fire, even that part of matter which seems devoid 


of Ml life and motion. From the fire-X67os every- 
thing has evolved and to it everything ■will again 
return, only to be produced again in all its details 
(iroXjyyEyEo-ia) time without end. The so-called 
passive staff, too, is divine, even though only in 
a lower degree. The term ‘ God,’ it is true, is 
sometimes applied only to the primary substance 
with its qualities or to the active principle as 
opposed to the passive, but that is because the 
Stoics looked upon fire or sether as the purest 
phase of deity, the more remote transformations 
or emanations of the divine fire being less divine. 
For the same reason they often called the ruling 
part of tbe universe (ri -rr/epioyiKSp) God and placed 
it in heaven. ' It is also true that the later Koman 
Stoics, more deeply interested in ethics than in 
metaphysics, sometimes identify God until the 
soul of the world (the universe, says Seneca, ’ 
consists of matter and God), but in doing this 
they are weakening, if not abandoning, the old 
Stoic doctrine. 

The universal fire-X^yot contains •within itself 
the rational germs which act in inorganic things 
and in plants, animals, and man ; they take the 
place of the Aristotelian forms and are the final or 
purposive causes of the particular things. Every- 
thing in the world is determined, subject to 
necessity or fate (tlpappUpri). Yet this necessity is 
not blind ; it is the law of the Xi^oj, rational ; and 
everything is arranged by Providence for the best, 
God being the Father of all, beneficent and kind. 
Hence physical evil is not evil at all, but helps to 
realize the divine purpose ; the Stoics offer a com- 
plete theodicy. The human soul, like everything 
else, is a part of the divine Xi^ot ; indeed, it is a 
spark of tlie di'vine fire. If man, too, falls under 
the law of necessity, as he must according to the 
logic of the system, then God and not man is 
responsible for moral evil. This conclusion, how- 
ever, the Stoics were not always willing to draw, 
holding that the soul is free and that the realiza- 
tion of the ethical good depends on ourselves. Wo 
have the power over our judgments and impulses 
(indeed, our passions are reducible to judgments) ; 
we are self-determining and can free ourselves 
from the contingencies of life. In other words, 
the Stoics, while teaching determinism in theh 
metaphysics, make an exception in favour of man 
in their ethics ; they are reluctant to deny the 
autonomy of the human will. Their philosophy 
is therefore not consistently pantheistic : the 
human individual is not a link in the universal 
chain of causality. 

Stoicism, which was itself a synthesis of many 
Greek systems, exercised a great influence upon 
all the schools of philosophy tliat continued in the 
Grffico-Koman world after the golden age of 
thought. Indeed, a kind of eclecticism arose 
which represented an amalgamation, and often 
a mere conglomeration, of Platonic, Peripatetic, 
Pythagorean, and Stoic elements and led to a sad 
confusion of philosophical conceptions and to a 
misunderstanding of the great schools. A shining 
example of such confused thinking is furnished by 
Antiochus, the teacher of Cicero ; according to 
him, the teachings of the Academy, the Lyceum, 
and the Stoa are all pantheistic. The unknown 
author of the Peripatetic treatise vepl xiirpou fuses 
the transcendent poOt of Aristotle with the im- 
manent God of the Stoics, holding that the pout is 
separate from the world, but that his power, like 
the Stoic \6yot, pervades the universe. Here wo 
have an anticipation of the hypostatic X67or which 
appears in the later Jewish-Greck and Neo- 
platonic systems ; but the doctrine is neither 
clearly developed nor consistently carried out. 
The utiter vacillates between transcendence and 
1 Ejyp. liT. 23. 
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immanence ; sometimes God and His power are 
separate ; sometimes God is the all-pervading 
pnnciple. Theism and pantheism are liere con- 
tending for the mastery. We find a similar 
conflict and a similar tendency to compromise be- 
tween theism and pantheism in all the phUosophies 
of the centuries immediately preceding and follow- 
ing the birth of Christ, 

The Jewish-Greek philosophy of Alexandria 
makes the X(57os-idea the centre of its teaching and 
develops it along theosophical lines. It is a kind 
of Jewish scholasticism, combining Greek thought 
and the theology of the OT, making copious use 
of allegorical interpretations, after the manner of 
the Stoics, in order to harmonize philosophy and 
relirion. Aristobulus, a Peripatetic Jew who lived 
in the reign of Ptolemy Philometor (181-145 B.C.), 
lays the foundation of this theology by fusing 
Peripatetic and Stoic elements in such a way as to 
make them square with Jewish ideas. He inclines 
to Stoic pantheism, but cannot give up the tran- 
scendent Jewish God, The power of God (SiVo^itr 
roOSeov) is placed between God and the world ; the 
divine wisdom is also introduced, but whether as 
a property of God or as a separate hsmostasis is 
not made clear. The creative word of God, an- 
other Jewish idea, is likewise brought in. Not 
unlike the teachings of Aristobulus are those of 
the pseudo-Solomon’s hook of Wisdom, in which 
a modified pantheism is taught. We discover in 
all these works the same vacillation between the 
pantheistic doctrine of immanence and the theistic 
doctrine of transcendence which we noticed above. 
The influence of Stoicism prevented these thinkers 
from conceiving the universe as not sharing in 
deity, while the Jewish notion of the exalted God, 
supported Iw Aristotle’s theism, would not let 
them bring God down from heaven and place Him 
in the world. God is therefore separated from 
nature, but the chasm is bridged by intermediate 
entities — \6yot, wisdom, power. 

Philo, the Alexandrian Jew (bom c. 25 B.C.), 
attempt a complete synthesis of pagan philosophy 
and orthodox Judaism. Platonic and Stoic con- 
ceptions preponderate in his system, but they are 
regarded, in the Jewish fashion, as derived from 
the OT. Influenced by Stoic thought, Philo some- 
times softens the doctrine of the transcendent God 
(according to which the absolutely perfect, change- 
less, and inconceivable being cannot come in con- 
tact with an imperfect and changing world), and 
speaks in the pantheistic strain, mthout divine 
action the universe could not be what it is, nor 
conld it continue in existence ; hence God must be 
the all-pervading being, comprehending the world 
in Himself. For the most part, however, Philo is 
unwilling to let his pure God be contaminated by 
contact with the impure world. Moreover, pan- 
theism makes God responsible for evil — a view 
which the Jemsh thinicer likeudse hesitates to 
accept. Here the Xi^oi-doctrine, with which his 
predecessors had been experimenting, offers itself 
as a means of reconciling the Jewish doctrine of 
transcendence with the Stoic doctrine of imma- 
nence. God’s power of thought, of creating ideas, 
is substantialized and made a separate organ ; the 
\6yos is the unity of archetypes, IS^a tdeup, the in- 
telligible pattern of the sense-world. The divine 
ideas or thoughts of God (Xdyoi), which have their 
place in the \6yos, fashion and preserve the world ; 
the world is therefore a copy of the divine reason 
and pervaded throughout by divine reason, Philo, 
however, is vacillating in his conception of the 
relation of the XSyot to God ; sometimes the ?i6yor 
is conceived as separate from God, sometimes as 
identical with Him. God is called if'vxy rSy 5X«v, 
or povs rwy fiXwv, in trae pantheistic fashion ; then, 
again, the X<5yor is a living active unity of ideas, 


created by God bub working outside of God ; and 
functions are ascribed to it which are not in 
keeping with the nature of the deity. He also 
tells us that God is beyond the world and outside 
of_ His work, hut that He has filled the world with 
Himself, i.e, by means of His power which He has 
stretched to the outermost limits of the world, and 
that thus He has woven everything into a beautiful 
harmony. The X6yos is sometimes also identified 
w'ith the Jewish creative word of God, by which 
Philo means reason as well as speech, here maldng 
use of the Stoic distinction oetween the \6yot 
^pSidSerot and the Xdyos •rpoif)optK6s, The Jewish 
doctrine of wisdom is likewise connected with the 
X6yor-teaching ; indeed, wisdom is identified with 
Xiyoj. The \&y°t is also called the servant, 
messenger, and interpreter of God, the image or 
shadow of God,, the son of God, the oldest or the 
first-born son of God, the universe being peiirepot. 

All these doctrines have a pantheistic ring and 
might easily be fashioned into a pantheistic system, 
were it nob for the fact that Philo also teaches the 
pre-e.vistence of matter. 

Another Stoic note in the Philonic world-view is 
the doctrine of necessity {elpLappini), an exception, 
however, being made in favour of man, who is free 
from necessity. No effort is made to reconcile the 
doctrine of human freedom with this teaching, or 
with the view that the human understanding is an 
emanation of the divine mind or a kind of exten- 
sion from it, or with the view of man’s original 
bent for matter, which is a fetter of the soul and 
the cause of sin, or with' the view that virtue 
depends upon man’s participation in the divine 
\6yoi. We find a similar inconsistency in the 
Stoic system, and again in Neo-Platonism. 

Philo’s philosophy culminates in a religious 
mysticism : God is beyond all knowledge ; hrac^ 
in order to reach Him, man must transcend^ Mth 
the world of sense and the \6yos, lose his individu- 
ality in a state of ecstasy, and become merged m 
the diidne Being. 

Philo’s philosophy may be regarded as the fore- 
runner of Neo-Platonism (g-u-) ; indeed, the latter 
might be described as a development and system- 
atization of the thoughts of the Jewish thinker. 
It exhibits the same tendency to ecleotioiam: 
Platonic, Aristotelian, Stoic, and Neo-Pythagorean 
teachings are used and fashioned into a weat 
phOosophic edifice — the lost of which Greek culture 
can boast. Other precursors are the Pythagorean 
Platonists — Plutarch, Maximus, Apuleius, Galen, 
Celsus, and Numenius. These thinkers, like the 
early Alexandrians, oscillate between the doctrine 
of transcendence and the doctrine of imnmnence ; 
they make concessions . to pantheism, but the 
thought of the absolute, indivisible, and change- 
less being keeps them from completely identifying 
God and world. Plotinus, the chief fimre in the 
Neo-Platonic school, conceives God as the absmuM 
unity, of which nothing can be predicated : He w 
higher than being, thought, goodness, beauty, ana 
activity. And yet, in spite of the exalted nature 
of his absolute, Plotinus derives the world oi 
plurality and change from Him : He is the fountain- 
head of everything that is; out of the fullness o 
His being flows the world, proceeding oy 
stages or degrees of worthiness until 
low-est of His emanations and the pnnciple ot evu 
—is reached. God is too pure and exalted to sou 
His being by contact with the world, but the rovt. 
which is both thought and being, is His copy 
product, recei-ving from the absolute the 
creation. This pops produces the id^ or uie 
K6<TiJ.ot vovris— an ideal unity in 
ing everything in itself as the whole comprehends 
the parts or the genus the species, even to tiie 
ideas of individuaf things. Only the evil is not 
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included among the ideas of the yoDt, The vout 
has a yearning for the transcendent— it contem- 
plates God ; but it has also an earthward bent and 
80 creates a world-soul, or X670S; or, rather, the 
world-soul flows from it as it itself flows from the 
transcendent God. The X670S is a copy of the vaus ; 
its contents, the \ 6 yoc, received from the ideas 
contained in the voOi, are copies of tliese ideas. 
The world-soul, or \ 6 yos, contemplates the , rout 
above it; it contemplates itself; and it contem- 
plates that which is below it. It reflects and 
deliberates, possesses life and motion iavTvt 
KtvovfUtn}), and produces the visible universe. 
Matter proceeds from the world-soul ; it is as such 
absolute privation, CXi?, formless, without quality. 
Through the \ 6 yot the Xiyos forms or fashions 
matter, matter really never being without form. 
Every particular body consists of matter and has 
its own particular Xiyos in it, which does not act 
mechanically upon matter, but through the con- 
cept — organically, one might say. Nevertheless, 
the X6yoi do not act consciously and with delibera- 
tion. It is these active X 6 yot that constitute the 
essential elements of the seed and account for the 
differences among the various organisms. We 
have here a teleological explanation of organic life 
which goes back to the Stoic XAyot o-reppaTiKol and 
Aristotle’s forms. -.The X<J7oi are copies of the 
ideas in the voDs ; the voffj is a copy or emanation 
of God ; hence the ultimate source of order and 
harmony is God. 

It'follows that, the entire universe is fashioned 
and sustained by the all-pervading X<S7'0f and is 
under the governance of reason ; everywhere the 
world revems traces of the beautiful and the good, 
which have their source in the voiii and ultimately 
in God. Hence matter cannot be altogether evil, 
as Plotinus held; indeed, it turns out to be evil 
only in the sense that it is an obstruction to the 
pure ideas, that it is the cause of plurality and 
imperfection. It is hard to see how it can be evil 
at all when we remember that matter is an emana- 
tion from God, that the Xtfyoiis predisposed to it, 
that the X^os fashions it according to the beautiful 
and good ideas of the intelligible order, that in the 
visible harmony everything — even the' seeming 
evO— ^is in place. God is really responsible for the 
physical evil in the world, as the Stoics had taught. 
Hut Plotinus refuses to burden Him with the 
responsibility for moral evil or to explain it aivay ; 
this he attributes to man’s free will. His freedom, 
however, is only an intelligible _ freedom, each 
individual having chosen his particular character 
in a pre-existent state. We nave here a similar 
difficulty - to that which confronted us in the 
systems of the Stoics and of Philo, The causal 
nexus is broken by man’s power to choose lus own 
character ; an element seems to be introduced into 
the universe over which the divine XAyoj has no 
control. 

The Stoics, basing themselves on Heraclitus, 
offered the first clearly developed system of 
dynamic pantheism in Greek' thought, while 
Plotinus made the most thoroughgoing attempt to 
reconcile pantheism with theism. In spite or the 
transcendence of the Neo-Platonic God, the world 
proceeds from Him ; the roOs springs from Him ; 
the X67ot springs from the rout, and expresses 
itself in the visible garment of matter,^ which is 
itself a remote product of God. Nature is impreg- 
nated with the divine ideas, with the ideal forces 
which have their ultimate source in the absolutely 
good being. But God does not exhaust Himself in 
His product, according to Plotinus ; He loses noth- 
ing by giving birth to a world. Plotinus’s teaching 
here resembles the German philosopher ICrause’s 
‘panentheism’ (cf. above, p. 612 ), in which, liowever, 
God is a self-conscious and free personality — a con- 


ception which was foreign to the thought of the 
Greeks or at any rate not clearly defined and con- 
sistently rarried out by any one of their thinkers. 
And yet it must not be forgotten that even the 
Stoics attributed something like personality to 
God when they identified Him with provicfenco 
(ir/wSuota), and that Plotinus himself conceived God 
nob as an irrational being, but as a superrationol 
being, 
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PANTHEISM (Hindu). — i. Introductory. — It 
has frequently been affirmed, by none more em- 
phatically than by A, Barth, who has done eo 
much for the elucidation of Indian thought, that 
the tone and tendency of Indian conviction and 
belief are as a whole pantheistic. It may fairly be 
questioned, however, whether any wide generalira- 
tion npon the set of the many cross-currents of 
Indian thinking is justified With at least equal 
truth the assertion might bo made that India 
reasons upon theistic presumptions, and that her 
favourite philosophy reaches idealistic conclusions. 
Under other skies and in other lands it might 
appear difficult to induce harmonious working of 
principles and theories so diverse. In the Indian 
mind they coalesce, or, if the figure be preferred, 

, occupy diflcrcnt compartments without impairing 
I the unity of the whole. The Indian merchant or 
peasant is a philosopher, who is generally ready to 
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give a reason for the faith that is in him, and 
always eager for a debate thereon. In most 
instances his views of God and the universe will 
he found to be pantheistic, dominated in the ulti- 
mate ispe by idealistic traditions and teaching. 
But he is far too practical to allow these to modify 
or impair the sagacity and determination mth 
which he takes his part in the competition of daily 
life. Keligiously lie is an earnest theisb, and 
usually a monotheist, if the term be allowed to 
cover a creed which recognizes in all the gods 
manifestations of the one and only God. Histori- 
cally and in the past in India a monotheism of 
this character has been hardly distinguishable 
from a rich and riotous polytheism. More recently 
Christian and other influences have strengthened 
the ideal element. The pantheistic tendency, 
however, maintains its position, and as an under- 
current continues to exercise an influence upon the 
outlook and life as a whole which is little if at all 
impaired. 

Indian pantheism, moreover, originated in differ- 
ent conceptions, and aimed at satisfying diilerent 
t^es and preconceptions of thought from the 
European. Historically also it has run a differ- 
ent course. Perhaps the identity of name has led 
to an exaggerated conception of the strength of 
the influence which pantheistic ideas have exercised 
upon the outlook and character of the Indian 
peoples. In reality, for all practical purposes, it 
has been slight. Except in the case of a few 
mystics, pantheism has never been the most forceful 
motive of action or belief ; nor is it at all likely to 
strengthen its hold in the future. 

Within the limits of an article it is not possible 
to do more than give the briefest survey of Indian 
pantheistic doctrine, as exhibited in the earliest 
and succeeding strata of the literature, and of its 
importance for the creed and life of the people 
themselves. In its main stream the development 
is not difficult to trace, but the ramifications and 
cross-currents are often obscure in their direction 
and source. A few words will serve to indi- 
cate the general tendencies and conclusions which 
experience and the evidence appear to justify. 

2. The Vedic period. — In the hymns of the 
Bigveda a pantheistic strain of thought is dis- 
cernible from the beginning, but becomes most 
marked in the tenth and latest book. The rude 
and superficial polytheism of the popular faith 
failed to content the more earnest thinkers among 
the poets ; and the response which in some in- 
stances at least was given to the search for a more 
satisfying creed was in the direction of unifying 
all gods, all existences, into one. Agni especially 
was the centre of this assimilating movement. 
The essence of fire appeared to pervade all things, 
and to give them warmth and being ; when Agni 
withdrew himself, the life also vanished. All the 
gods accordingly are identified with A^i, and 
Agni himself is all the gods.* In not a few of 
the hymns a knowledge of the inner reality of 
things appears to be the goal of the poet’s thought 
and desire. Three general conceptions or theories 
of the constitution of the universe are present to 
the minds of the ivriters — monotheism, polytheism, 
and pantheism — and of these the pantheistic view 
ultimately overshadows and controls the others. 
Speculative inquiry with regard to the reality that 
may be supposed to underlie all phenomena is 
answered in a pantheistic sense. Ka (‘ who ?’) is 
not only a name for the unknown, but an indica- 
tion of the direction which thought is prepared to 
take. Other suggestive titles for the source or 
universal principle that comprehends all, and from 
which the all originates, are tat, ‘this,’ hiranya- 

1 Bipveda, V. ili. 1 ; cf. the similar statement concerning 
Aditi (I. Ixxzix. 10). 


garhha, ‘ the golden germ,’ narayaiut, ‘ the primi- 
tive man,’ viraj, ‘ the shining or illustrious one.’ In 
the ultimate systematization these were all merged 
in the one Brahman. Within the limits of the 
Bigveda the tendency to pantheism culminates in 
the hymn to the Unknown God (x. cxxi.). In the 
hymns, however, there are expressed pantheistic 
strivings and imaginings rather than a formal and 
definite system. 

3. Upanisads. — The culminating point of Indian 
peculation was reached in the thought of the 
tjpani^ads, and in the system of the Vedanta 
founded on them. That system assumed finally a 
pantheistic shape, and, thus formulated, secured 
the assent and conviction of the great majority of 
the Indian people. Having failed to establish in 
intelligible form the mystical and metaphysical 
doctrine of the atman, the thinkers of the Upani- 
sads fell back upon a modified pantheism. The 
universe was the created work of Brahman, who 
(or which) then took possession of it as pervading 
principle or soul [atman). The postulate of the 
sole reality of Brahman or the a^man remained, 
however, inviolable — one only without a second; 
and pantheistic speculation therefore regarded the 
universe as immanent as it were in God, not con- 
versely God immanent in the universe. The doc- 
trine thus formulated was in direct successira with 
the thought of the Brdhmanas and the Bigveda. 
In the latter the framework of presumption and 
belief is still essentially solar; the human smidt 
becomes united with the spirit of the sun. The 
theorizings of the Brdhmanas, dull and matter-of- 
fact as these treatises are on the practical and 
ritualistic side, are freer and more far-reaching, 
but remain true to the same presuppositions. In 
the Upanisads and the Vedfinta the endeavour to 
frame acceptable conclusions came to full fruition. 
The solution ofi'ered, however, was based essentially 
upon a compromise, the reconciliation of distinct 
and conflicting lines of thought, of which the 
idealistic did in fact predominate over the other. 
The universe was asserted to be fundaraptally 
and altogether unreal, and to have no existence 
apart from Brahman, who is all and in all. The 
pantheistic strain of thought, therefore, of India is 
of a type differing from the European, and has 
sometimes been described as ‘ idealistic’ pantheism. 
The latter does not assume the presence of God in 
the universe, informing all, but definitely affirnis 
that the vmiverse does not in reality exist at all, 
for God alone is. So abstract a theory, and one 
so far removed from the postulates^ of ordinary 
life, remained probably for some considerable time 
the property or the more metaphysically inclined 
among Indian thinkers and teachers. It was only 
slowly and gradually that it took possession of the 
mind and thought of the people as a whole. 

4. Epic period. — In the Mahdbh&rata and the 
epic literature generally the substratum of thought 
and belief which the writers presuppose, and on 
which they fall back, is pantheistic, after the 
manner of the Upanisads. The divine actors and 
heroes, however — Kr§na in the Mahdbhdrata and 
!^ma in the Rdmdyana — are the objects o* 
intense theistic reverence and devotion ; nud the 
cross-currents of popular theism and philoscphic 
pantheism run deep and strong. In general, ui 
the thought and exposition of the poems as a whole 
the former appears to be in retreat before the 
vigour and persistence of pantheistic^ ideas, ine 
theism, however, whether or not it is really the 
older stratum in this literature, is in no danger 0 
dissolution. The conflict is most apparent m the 
episode of the Bhagavad-GVd, where the mgnity 
and authority of the divine Kr§na have attracted 
to his person a fervour of monotheistic worship 

1 See, further, art. UpJlStbaos. 
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unequalled elsewhere in the history of India. Yet 
even here the interwoven strands of pantheism 
are so intrusive and continuous that the nature of 
the primitive basis upon which the poem has been 
built up is still regarded by scholars as doubt- 
ful. Unquestionably, however, in the epic period 
pantheism as a reasoned explanation of the con- 
stitution of the universe is gaining ground and 
commending itself to the thought and acceptance 
of the people. 

5 . Brahmanism and the Vedanta.— Hence it is 
in what is known as Brahmanism and the philo- 
sophic Vedanta that the stronghold of pantheistic 
thought in India is to be found. And it is a 
tribute to the energy and conviction of its adherents 
that their doctrine has so entirely taken possession 
of the Indian mind. The process of the extension 
of a teaching, from the point of view of the ordinary 
man both -recondite and unnatural, was certainly 
gradual and prolonged. Equally certainly in any 
realized or intelligible sense it was a possession of 
the philosophers alone. By others it was accepted 
and professed as a constructive interpretation of 
themselves and of the phenomenal universe, which 
they held in theory but made no attempt to bring 
into I'elation to daily life; and of the significance 
of which in most instances they had little real 
appreciation. Nevertheless there lies behind the 
speculative doctrine a strength of conviction, 
which has driven it through the inertia of the 
minds ol the common people, and has made it 
philosophically the dominant belief of all classes. 
Barth’s assertion is then justified that ‘ India is 
radically pantheistic.’ It would nevertheless be 
equally correct to affirm that India is radically 
mystical or radically theistic. All three statements 
are true, but need qualification. The pantheism 
of India is of an essentially mystical and vbionary 
type, and lends itself to dreamy aspirations, far 
removed from the hard and uncompromising 
theorizings of the West. If carried to a Jogictu 
conclusion, it finds itself in conflict both Avith the 

ractical necessities of life and with ancient theistic 

eliefs. It compromises with both, and succeeds 
in living in harmony with habits and deep-seated 
convictions which to minds differently constituted 
from the Indian would appear to be fatal to its 
existence.' 

6 . Sectarian faiths. — India’s popular religious 
systems, on the other hand, are essentially theistic 
in character, and contribute little to the signifi- 
cance or thought of pantheism. This is true for 
the most part of the two greatest of these faiths, 
VaijnavismandSamsm, which in their varied forms 
share between them the allegiance of the great 
majority of the people. Their philosophy, how- 
ever, and doctrine of the nature of the universe 
(cosmology) they have borrowed or adapted from 
the speculative conclusions of the Upani^ads. The 
Vai§navitc is a professed Vedantbt,_ and_ holds the 
latter doctrine with, its pantheistip implications as 
a sort of metaphysical oounterpoisp to the living 
theistic faith with which his religious craving is 
met and satisfied. The Saivite is usually, in name 
at least, a follower of the Sankhyan philosophy of 
the universe and of life. In practice, however, his 
theoretic belief is largely overborne by pantheistic 
tradencies. In a broad sense it is true of both 
Vnisnavite and Saivite that they are theist and 
pantiicist in one, but that in the urgency of daily 
life the latter creed is, with rare exceptions, 
subservient to tlio former. Whatever his theory 
may bo, the Indian regulates his conduct by the 
desire to propitiate the gods and to receive help 
from them, not by a pantheistic doctrine which 
confuses his personality and merges him in the 
great unknown. 

I See ort. VedIxta. 


The mystical and devotional Saivism of the south 
of India is essentially opposed to the Vedanta, but 
is nevertheless pemeatod to a considerable extent 
by. pantheistic conceptions. These would seem, 
again, to represent an encroachment upon an 
original monotheism, successfully effected, m part 
at least, by virtue of a claim to oiler to the thought- 
ful mind a higher and more exalted degree of religi- 
ous attainment, of which the ordinary man was 
supposed to be incapable. It was right for him to 
content himself with an external worshin and a 
rudely conceived personal god. Early Saivism 
appears to hav^been altogether monotheistic ; but 
the emotional Saivite literature of the south, the 
religions hymns and lyrics of the Tamil bards, 
which are certainly for the most part if not entirely 
of comparatively recent date, although they lay claim 
to the authority of ancient names, is pantheistic in 
tone and in spirit, and probably owes something to 
the influence of ^afiistic thought. In its more 
recent history at least, the tendency of this form 
of Saivism has been towards a pantheistic philo- 
sophy ; and, while never ceasing to profess a theistic 
creed, it has been in the Deccan among the most 
powerful agencies in spreading and recommending a 
mystical and vaguely defined pantheism. 

7 . Reformed sects. — Of the reformed faiths of 
the north also, the Brahma Samilj and others, it 
may be asserted that, whUe in creed and profession 
they have maintained a monotheistic belief which 
is affirmed to be the true original faith of India, 
they have been unable altogether to discard mys- 
tiem ideas, or to reject conceptions of worship 
in which the pantheistic strain, so characteristic 
of India, is readily discerned. They have thrown 
themselves effectively and for the most part 
whole-heartedly into pracrical and social work, 
which, especially by the Arya Samilj, has been 
admirably conceived and carried out on the lines 
of European example ; and speculation of a meta- 
physical nature has not been to any great extent 
within their province. Doctrinally their influence 
has been conservative 5 and the practical issues of 
religion and life have generally occupied much 
more of their attention than the speculative or 
mystical. 

8 . Pantheism and ethics. — Nor has it been true 
generally in India that pantheism has opposed 
itself to the claims of ethics, oven in the form or 
forms in which the moral scheme is understood in 
the West. The fatalistic doctrines to which Indian 
thinking and life, in common with the greater 
part of the East, have been responsive are, of course, 
mconsistent with ethical principles in any real 
sense. Pantheistic conceptions, however, have in 
India accommodated themselves to morals, except 
in the extreme but logically justified forms in 
which they have exhibited themselves in some of 
the Yogin and kindred sects of both north and 
south, and in some of the higher Brfihman castes. 
With these men definitions and principles that are 
ultimately pantheistic have been made the support 
and justification of unmoral practice. The majority 
of the people, however, accejit the theory on philo- 
sophic grounds, but make no attempt to bring it into 
any sort of harmony with their moral behaviour 
or allow it to control their ethical habit or belief. 
The ruling thought and inclination of a people by 
nature intensely religions is to seek intercourse 
with a personal God, to enlist His interest and 
good-v,iD on their behalf, and to satisfy what they 
conceive to be His moral demand. The abstract 
pantheism which they profew is for the most part 
entirely without effect on daily conduct and life. 

9 . Summary, — Historically, therefore, Indian 
pantheism as a philosophic and religions principle 
13 based upon two conceptions — that of the atman, 
the soul or spirit, the sole reality on which nil 


620 


PAPACY 


things depend and in which they subsist, and the 
cosmological thought of the Creator, immanent in 
the universe which He has fashioned. In the 
mutual influence of these, and their ultimate more 
or less satisfactory accommodatiou to one another, 
is to he found the real key to Indian thinking, and 
upon them is made to rest the foundation of Indian 
constructive theory with regard to the universe 
and God. In some directions, as in the final views 
of the Upanisads, these principles have been 
thought out to_ their ultimate conclusions with a 
remorseless logic that has never been surpassed; 
but from these conclusions even the thinkers of 
the Upanisads fell back upon a more tolerable and 
practical theory of life, and the majority of those 
who received their teaching made little if any 
endeavour to reduce it to practice. As an abstract 
and philosophic belief, however, the theory gained 
a strong and permanent hold upon a people natur- 
ally inclined to metaphysical speculation. 

Literatobe. — T he general Historiea o( Indian thought and 
literature by A. Barth (The Religions of India, Eng. tr., Ixin- 
don, 1882), E. W. Hopkins (The Religions of India, do. 1890), 
and others, discuss the subject incidentally. The artt. on pan. 
theism in the encyolopsedias are (or the most part brief and offer 
little ol interest. For the original sources see esp. SEE i. 11900), 
XV. [1900J (ITpanifads), xxxiv. [1890), xxxviii. [1896], xlviii. [1904] 
^eddnta-Sutras), viii.[1898](BAnoai’o<(.CJiM). Cf. MaxMUller, 
The Six Systems of Indian Philosophy, London, 1899; P. 
Deussen, The Philosophy of the Upanishads, Eng. tr., Edin- 
burgh, 1906 ; R. W. Frazer, Indian Thought Past and Present, 
London, 1916, ch. iv. f. ; artt. Hinduism, VbdInta, Upanijads. For 
the Saiva.Siddh&nta doctrines of the south of India see, further, 
Frazer, pp. 219 S., 25711.; H. W. Schomerus, Der Qaioa- 
Siddhdnta, Leipzig, 1912 ; and art. Dbavioiaks, vol. r. p. 23 ff. 

A. S. Geden. 

PAPACY,— I. The papacy is theologically the 
formal completion of the hierarchical conception of 
Christianity ; politically it is the survival of the 
Homan conception of universal sovereignty. The 
world on which Christianity entered was Roman ; 
the world-religion which was to leaven it was 
necessarily cast in the mould and bore the stamp 
of Rome. First this religion projected the idea of 
empire into the other world ; then, as it ivere, 
going back upon itself, it attempted to realize the 
projection in this. The result was the imposing 
structure of Roman Catholicism, culminating in 
the papacy ; only so is it formally and actually 
complete. 

2, The hierarchy developed out of the earlier 
charismatic ministry, (1) when, with the diifusion 
of Christianity, the spiritual gifts of the first age 
disappeared ; (2) when the breakdoivn of the belief 
in the Parousia reacted on the enthusiasm of 
believers ; (3) in self.defenoe, when heresy and 
moral relaxation threatened the unity and life of 
the community; nor (4) can such causes as the 
ambition of the official class and the infiltration of 
pagan culture and ideas be overlooked. The 2nd 
and 3rd centuries of our era, which witnessed the 
Church’s struggle with the various forms of Gnosti- 
cism, wtnessed also the rise and growth of the 
hierarchy : 

‘In defending itself a^inst Gnosticism the Christianity of 
the primitive age was transformed into the Cathoiieism of the 
next * (B. Sohm, Outlines of Church History, p. 31). 

3. Up to a certain point the process of institu- 
tionalizing was common to Eastern and Western 
Christendom ; but, from the first, causes were at 
work which in the one case arrested and in the 
other promoted its fuller development. The 
Eastern Churches have never either in theory or 
in fact recognized the papacy ; in the West the 
papacy has absorbed into itself all other ecclesi- 
astical institutions, and has become the Church. 
The Greek mind, even in its decadence, retained its 
distinctive qualities — curiosity, love of speculation, 
subtlety. These qualities found an ample, if a 
barren, field in theology, which has been described 
as the ‘ last great offspring of the Hellenic spirit’ 
(Sohm, p. 50). ‘The East enacted creeds, the 


West discipline’ (Milman, Latin Christianity, 
i. 72). _ And on the latter head the Greek mind was 
recalcitrant ; to this day it conceives the unitj* of 
the Church as resting not on hierarchical consider- 
ations — these it relegates to the department of 
canon law rather than to that of dogma— but on 
the doctrine of the communion of saints. And the 
temper of the race was, and is, democratic— in- 
tolerant of the assumption of 'superiority, take 
what shape it may. Its ideal was the small city- 
State, civil or ecclesiastical. Byzantine Csesarism 
was a foreign importation, a yoke resting on force 
and tempered by assassination. The conception 
of authority embodied in Rome, imperial or papal, 
is Western, and alien to the Greek mind. 

The West was frankly unspeculative ; it had 
neither interest in nor the faculty of dealing with 
ideas. It construed dogma as law and belief as 
obedience ; and the Church, in which this concep- 
tion had taken shape, W’as the one living force in a 
world of decay. Hence its deep foot in the Euro- 
pean mind. Its mysterious claims and the magic 
of the name of the traditional seat of empire in- 
spired even the barbarians with awe. ‘Tu regere 
imperio populos’ — this was the task of Rome, 
Christian as well as pagan ; the world-empire was 
the foundation of and is the key to the world- 
Church. 

* From every cause, either of a civil or of an ecclesiastical 
nature, it was easy to foresee that Rome mustenjoy the respect, 
and would soon claim the obedience, of the provinces,’ says 
Gibbon (Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ed. J. B. Bury, 
London, 1901-66, ii. 46) ; ' 

and Hobbes has concentrated the history of Latin 
Christendom into an epigrammatic sentence : 

•If a man consider the originall of this great Ecclesiasticall 
Dominion, he will easily perceive that the Papacy is no other 
than the Ghost of the deceased Bomane Empire, sitting 
crowned upon the grave thereof. For so did the Papacy start 
up on a Sudden out of the Ruines of that Heathen Power' 
(Leviathan, oh. 47, ed. W. G. Pogson Smith, Oxford, 1909, 
p. 644). 

Like other human institutions, it was the crea- 
ture of circumstances ; nor is there anything in 
either its earlier or its later developments which, 
given a knowledge of these circumstances, need 
surprise us. The sufficient reason of the papacy is 
‘Roma caput mundi’ — the imperial tradition of 
Rome. 

5. The exegetical and historical questions of 

which the papacy is the centre are best approached 
by regarding the alleged evidence not as the cause 
but as the effect of the institution, as an after- 
thought — the object of which was to account^ for 
an existing state of things. It is on these lines 
that Roman Catliolic writers explain the forged 
Decretals; and, up to a certain point, the_ argu- 
ment must be allowed. The Decretals consolidated 
and extended the power of the popes, but did_ not 
establish it ; rather it is only on the hypothesis of 
its existence that they can be explamed. The 
Petrine texts, and the undoubted prominent of 
the Roman community in the 2nd cent., have been 
useful w’eapons in the hands of controversialists. 
But the papacy rests on other foMdatums. 
Neither the texts nor the facts gave rise to the 
Roman primacy ; rather it was the primacy that 
gave rise, if not to the texts, at least to their 
interpretation — to the facts, and to the perspective 
in which the facts are seen. _ 

6. The earliest sources are theologically colour- 
less. Clement bases the intervention of the 
Roman community, from which the bishop had 
not yet emerged, in the Corinthian troubles, not 
on any special prerogative of Rome, but on the 
suggestion of the Spirit — an obviously primitive 
touch ; and Ignatius accounts for the consideration 
enjoyed by this Church by its good works ana im 
local prestige. Before the end of the 2nd cent, a 
disposition to emphasize this consideration snous 
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itself ; the Petrine legend appears. Neither the 
disposition nor the legend made its way wthout 
opposition ; hut each was part of a larger move- 
ment which fell in with the needs and temper of 
the age. In numbers and wealth the Roman 
community soon took the first place. At the time 
of the Decian persecution it had more than 20,000 
members ; and through its constitution, which had 
developed on hierarchical lines, it rivalled the 
State as a social power. The monarchical episco- 
pate was now in the ascendant. Its apostolic 
ori^n and obligation once recognized, the metro- 
politanate and patriarchate were stages on the 
road to a higher unity ; the papacy was the logical 
completion of the theory and the inevitable goal. 

7. While secondary, however, as sources, the 
Petrine texts and the Petrine tradition have 
played a part in the history of Christian beliefs 
and institutions the importance of which it would 
he difficult to overstate. The tradition is older 
than the texts, to which it probably gave rise ; hut 
both have made for the legal and ecclesiastical, as 
opposed to the religious, element in Christianity. 
From an early date Peter was taken as the repre- 
sentative of this element, because it was desired 
to oppose an ori^nal ‘ central party ’ to the larger, 
more spiritual Paulinism, and because Peter’s out- 
standing- personality made him the most con- 
spicuous among the immediate followers of Christ. 
This’ tradition gathered content and volume till 
all proportion was ' lost, and everything else in 
religion, even religion itself, became subordinate 
to it ; in the Middle Ages we find it the primary 
fact in Christendorii and the central doctrine of the 
Church. The development ' was continuous and 
consistent — system has from the first been the 
strengtli of l)l tramontane theology; and the doc- 
trine was hrouglit to formal completeness by the 
definition of papal infallibility at the Vatican 
Council of 1870. Imposing as the structure is, its 
foundations are inadequate ; Peter’s prominence 
in the Gospel narrative is an insufficient ground 
for the belief in a personal or official privilege 
bestowed upon him by Christ. It can be accounted 
for by circumstances, by temperament, by the 
easy intercourse of friends. And that this is the 
true explanation is indicated by the absence of 
anything like one-man rule in the Christian com- 
munity after the Ascension. Paul was beyond 
question the foremost figure in the Apostolic 
period : 

‘If there was any primacy at this time, it was the primacy 
not of Peter, but of Paul’ (J. B. Lightfoot, The Apostolic 
Fallitrs, London, 18S9-90, pt. i. vol. ii. p. 490). 

It’ is conceivable that, had things taken another 
course, 'a caliphate in the family of Jesus’ might 
have been established. As it was, Peter was a 
middle term between Pauline and Palestinian 
Christianity : the former, left to itself, might well 
have become a theosophy ; the latter would almost 
certainly have narrowed into a sect. And with 
the disappearance of the Apostles a new age set in. 
'riiey left no successors ; and Peter was no excep- 
tion to the rule. 

8. The ministry of the first age was charismatic 
and universal ; there was no clerical class. As 
the numbers of the community increased, specializa- 
tion was inevitable ; hut the rise of an order of pro- 
fessional clergy was the most momentous change 
that has ever taken place in the Church. The 
attempt to account for it by the direct appoint- 
ment of Christ was natural ; traces of this attempt 
are to be found in what has been described as ‘ the 
most important book ever written, the Gospel 
according to Matthew ’ (B. W. Bacon, TAe Making 
of tht NT, London, 1912, p. 145). This may be 
called the anti-Pauline Gospel ; the issue is be- 
tween a closed Palestinian tradition — modified. 


indeed, from its extreme Jewish form, but still a 
tradition — and the onward moving sweep and 
swing of Pauline thought. The confession of 
Peter (Mt 16*®'‘) occurs, though in a simpler form, 
m the two other Synoptic Gospels ; hut the famous 
gloss {vv.»;W) is found in Matthew alone. That 
this, even if we retain the passage as it stands, 
will not hear the interpretation put upon it is 
matter of fact rather than of opinion. It is incon- 
ceivable that a saying of Christ so central as the 
mediteval theory of the papacy makes this should 
have been left unrecorded by. three out of the four 
evangelists ; that it should have been omitted by 
two (one of them the Petrine evangelist Mark) of 
the three who narrate the incident out of which 
it is said to have arisen ; and that no reference 
should have been made to it by any other NT 
writer, in particular by Paul. ‘Paul’is references 
to the Twelve are those of a man with a grievance ; 
he goes out of his way to proclaim his independence 
of them, and in particular of Peter (Gal 2'*‘’'). 
The hostile note is unmistakable; the Tubingen 
school had more to say for itself on this head than 
its immediate successors allow. Itis probable that 
the passage is an interpolation made in the interests 
of tlie rapidly developing official ministry, the 
origin of which it was desired to throw back into 
the first age. In any case it is clear that the 
papacy has its roots not in Scriptm'e, but in 
history ; it is history that must pass judgment on 
its claims. And the historian will ask, not Does 
the Petrine tradition justify the papacy? but 
How was it that people came to believe that it 
did? 

9. The answer is that, shadowy as this Petrine 
tradition was, it was opposed by no rival. This 
could not be said of the earlier titles to pre- 
eminence advanced by Rome. Was Rome, as 
'Tertullian urged, one of a group of apostolic 
churches? There wore other apostolic churches. 
Was it the seat of a patriarchate? So were 
Alexandria and Antioch. Was it the metropolis 
of the world ? When Constantine transferreu the 
seat of empire to the East, Byzantium claimed 
this prerogative. And it was not till then that 
the Petrine legend was accentuated, and the pre- 
rogative of Rome placed on a singular and incom- 
municable foundation — the succession of the 
Christian Dioscuri, Peter and Paul. It is one of 
the ironies of history that it is in a Gnostic source 
— the pseudo-Clementine Homilies — that this 
tradition is found in its most e.xplicit form. Thus 
was the organization of the world-Church, modelled, 
in fact, upon that of the world-State, referred to 
a divine sanction. The detail "vvas filled in later ; 
and the broad lines of the fabric stand to this day. 
■rhe diocese represents the civiCas; the archiepi- 
scopal province the Roman provincia; and the 
Catholic Church under the absolute rule of the 
pope, the vice-gerent of God, the empire under the 
Divits Ccesar. 

‘In its old ngc,’ says Sohm (p. 47), ‘the Eoman Empire 
bequeathed its constitution to the young Church. . . . It was its 
last great legacy to the luture.’ 

It was also its most important ; for in cue Church 
it rose from the grave to a new and more enduring 
life. 

10. The advance of this organized Church system 
was not unchequered : in Montanism and other 
separatist movements _ the old spiritual _ liberty 
resisted tlie new ecclesiastical law. But, in doing 
BO, it became fanaticism and licence. The Roman 
conception of Christianity had no serious com- 
petitor ; and the highest social and religious forces 
then at work in the world were on its side. The 
circumstances of the time hastened its development, 
both by removing possible rivals and by empha- 
sizing the need of stability — of fixed institutions 


622 


PAPACY 


and beliefs. The walls of the world were falling. 
Africa was overrun ; a torrent of barbaric invasion 
threatened the Eastern Churches ; the West was 
the prey of rude tribes whose training was the 
condition of the.sundval of civilization ; the secret 
of the power of the Roman bishop was the fact 
that he embodied the best spirit of the age. The 
story of Attila retiring, overawed by Leo the 
Great, is legend, but true legend. The papacy 
represented those forces, not of religion only, but 
of reason and social order, to which men, cultured 
and uncultured, recognize their subjection; the 
pope was heir by default of the Gsesars, and could 
not escape their function of rule. The national 
Churches which came into being north of the 
Alps became rapidly and acutely secularized, while 
Celtic Christianity, admirable as a pioneer force, 
was capable only of group organization and unable 
either to found or to compete Avith a world-polity. 
The panegyric of the papacy, familiar in Catholic 
apologetic, is not Avithout foundation ; bat it errs 
Aimen it is transferred from a period of history to 
history as a Avhole. Were it limited to the ago 
lying betAveen the fall of the old civilization and 
the birth of the ncAV, it Avould be justified. The 
popes could not save the old Avorld ; but they 
could and did prevent the forces of barbarism from 
laying Avaste the ground out of Avhich the ncAV 
AA'orld Avas in due time to arise. Hence the debt of 
gratitude AVhich civilization OAves to the papacv. 
It Avas our pedagogue ; and it Avas assuredly 
lighter than darkness, if it Avas darker than light. 

11. The memory of the Roman empire haunted 

the medireval Avorld. In the darkest age man 
remembered that there had once been such things 
as laAV, knoAvledge, and civilization. Remnants of 
the old order had survived among the provincials. 
Was it possible that the august fabric as a whole 
should be revived! To effect such a reAUval the 
co-operation of the secular and the spiritual pOAA'er, 
both in sufficient strength, Avas needed ; and, 
when, in 800, Charles the Great received the 
imperial croAvn from Leo III., the occasion and the 
man arrived. ‘ Ab omnibus constitutus est Imper- 
ator Romanorum ’ ; the empire Avas re-bom. j 

12 . Great, hoAvever, os the idea Avas, the struc- 
ture contained from the first the seeds of dissolu- , 
tion. Each of the concurrent poAvers claimed the | 
supremacy ; but, from the nature of the case, 
neither could either effectually or permanently 
retain it. It Avas impossible either for the spiritual 
poAver to acknoAvledge subjection to the temporal 
or for the temporal to abdicate in favour of the 
spiritual ; they Avere, and remained, two. Nor 
AA'as either, as it professed to be, universal. There 
Avere kingdoms beyond the empire ; there Avere 
Christian communities outside the Church. The 
facts Avere larger than the frame j and an age of 
conflict opened. A strong pope Avas necessarily 
the enemy of a strong emperor, and a strong 
emperor of a strong pope. Charles the Great Avas 
as truly supreme head of the Church as Henry 
Tudor; but the older Erastianism was on the 
larger scale : the control claimed by Henry over a 
local and national Church AA’as exercised by Charles 
over the Church as a Avhole. All the great crea- 
tions of the Middle Ages — the empire, the Church, 
scholasticism, feudalism — bear thw stamp of 
universality ; hence the dream of unity Avhich to 
this day haunts Latin religion and the Latin 
world. It could not— it is probable that it nev’er 
can — be realized. The mind of the time aa’os 
dualistic, and could not escape from the charmed 
circle. An Erigena was suspect ; his time AA'as not 
yet. A more pedestrian philosophy was to provide 
a specnlatiA'e foundation for the idealisms, the 
aspirations, and the ethics of the age. 

13. The Carlovingian empire did not survive 


its founder; and on its fall the shadoAAy but 
imposing inheritance of universal poAver fell a 
second time to the papacy. It at once seduced and 
strengthened ; it misfed, but it inspired. Fear of 
the encroachments of the civil ruler, the desire to 
place the Church above the vicissitudes of secular 
governments, in conjunction Avith the invariable 
tendency of authority to extend its jurisdiction, led 
to a notable advance of the Roman claims. The 
germs of this development Avere already in e.tist- 
ence — the dispensing poAver, the right to confer 
privilege and exemption, and to act as universal 
metropolitan and court of appeal. The Avish to 
place these and similar prerogatives beyond ques- 
tion gave rise to an elaborate series of fabrications 
and forgeries Avhich, in an uncritical age, silenced 
objections and Avere admitted as evidence. They 
began in the 6th cent, with the Liber Pontijicalis, 
and continued Avith the Decretals of the pseudo- 
Isidore and Gratian to the end of the Middle Ages. 
The memorable change of front by Avhich, on the 
transference of the seat of empire to the East, the 
Roman bishop met the pretensions put fonvard by 
the new patriarch of Constantinople led, in par- 
ticular, to a deliberate and Avholesale falsification 
of ecclesiastical literature. The endeavour to 
represent the claims advanced by later popes ns 
already asserted and admitted in earlier times 
poisoned the sources; suppressions Avere made, 
interpolations inserted, documents forged. Hence 
the obscurity in Avhich much of the history of the 
papacy is involved. It must be remembered, hoAv- 
ever, that the advocates of the papal claims were 
not the first and have not been the last Churchmen 
to pursue pious ends by dubious means. From an 
early date theologians have been unable to resist 
the temptation to exploitpopnlar credulity and pass 
counterfeit coin for true. Tne so-called Athanasian 
Creed and the famous text of the Three Witnesses 
(1 Jn 5’) are evidence of the poAver of a false tradi- 
tion over more enlightened Churches and in more 
critical days. 

14. The purpose of the Decretals Avas twofold : 
to exempt the clergy from the secular courts, 
setting up spiritual over against the oiAul and 
criminal tribunals in every country, and to estab- 
lish the immediate jurisdiction of the pope over 
the whole Church. Thus the easily abused power 
of the metropolitans, AA’hich excited the jealousy 
of Rome, Avas broken ; and, as the patriarchates 
Avere extinct, Rome remained the only source 
of authority. Nicholas I. _ (858-^67) challenged 
Hincmar, Lothair, and Pliotius Avith equal vigour 
— in the West Avith success; but in the East the 
smouldering rivalries of generations burst into 
flame. The Western and Eastern Churches AA-ere 
finally separated ; the seamless robe Avas torn. 

15, The period Avhich folloAved the fall of the 
Carlovingians Avas one of decline for the papacy ; 
internal corruption undermined what external 
attack had failed to destroy. Before the centu^ 
closed it had become the prey of local faction ; its 
delh’erance came from a foreign and secular 
poAver, that of the German Ottonides, Avho^ naa 
succeeded to the diminished but still niignty 
inheritance of Charles the Great. The structure 
of the medimval State was loose ; the feudal 
system bad shifted and divided the b.asis or 
soA-ereignty. The aim of Otho I. Avas to sti engt lien 
it, and to establish his OAvn poAver by tlie eleA-ation 
of that of the Church. He placed more reliance 


me emuiic .-a ...o" 

popes owed their elevation to him ; the pontiii- 


n his spiritual than on his temporal A-assnis, ana 
id not foresee that, once conscious of their 
;rength, they might prove more (orniy®"*" 
aeniies to the empire than tbe disorganized forces 
E tlie feudal lords. Under Henry Hi. (1039-56) 
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were elected in Germany and imposed on Rome. 
But tlie particularist tendencies of feudalism com- 
bined with the needs of the time and the traditional 
policy of the Roman Church to hinder this state of 
things from becoming permanent. Had the papacy 
not been reformed by the emperor — and only the 
emperor could have reformed it— it would have 
fallen under the weight of its own vices. But no 
sooner was it restored to vigour than it turned 
upon its preserver, upon whom it waged a parri- 
cidal war. 

i 6 . This forward ecclesiastical movement was 
powerfully seconded by the reform of Cluny, with 
which a wave of enthusiasm such as had not been 
seen since the first ages invaded the Church. From 
the first ‘Western monasticism had avoided the 
follies and the fanaticism of Eastern. The monk 
of the "West was neither a /agir, like the Syrian 
illar-saints, nor a dervish, "like the illiterate 
ordes who s^varmed from the Thebaid into Alex- 
andria with riot and destruction in their train. 
The Benedictine Order, in particular, was a hive 
of busy workers, sending out a succession of tillers 
of the soil and pioneers of industry, of scholars and 
artists, of saints and rulers of men. But decline 
set in. The primary purpose of the religious life 
was lost sight of ; the setting overlaid the gem. 
The reform of Cluny over-reached itself ; but it 
met both a religious and a temperamental need of i 
the time. It expressed the dualism of Western 
thought in its crudest form : spirit and flesh, the 
supernatural and the natural, the religious and 
the secular, were sharply contrasted ; it was not 
only that they never met — they diverged. It was 
impossible to extirpate the lower element ; but it 
was possible, it was believed, to subdue it; the 
means were asceticism in the interior, and sacer- 
dotal absolutism in the exterior, sphere. The 
Cluniac movement was a turning-point in the 
history of the papacy. Till then circumstances 
had played the greater part in its development, 
now the prominent factor was design ; till then it 
had been, on the whole, an element of progress, 
now it became one of reaction ; till then there had 
been no persistent spiritual force behind its growth, 
now such a force was supplied by the ascetic idea. 
This was reinforced by the dream of the theocracy. 
In the secular as in the religious province the pope 
was king of kings and lord of lords. Asceticism 
was a protest against much that was ignoble ; the 
theocracy was often an assertion of law against 
lawless violence and of right against might. This 
is ,why both commanded the support of many ex- 
cellent men. Celibacy wasbetter than promiscuous 
licence ; one distant pontiff was to be preferred to 
a hundred lesser but no less tyrannous popes nearer 
home. Unhappily, in neither case was the ideal 
even approached. Laxity made its way into the 
most austere communities. The wrong way to 
meet the evils of the time, the way of law, had 
been chosen ; not so can spiritual forces be guided 
or controlled. 

17 , In the person of Gregory VII. (1073-85) the 
monasticism of Cluny reached its highest point. 

‘ I have loved justice and hated iniquity, therefore 
I die in exUe,’ were his last words. It would be 
truer to say that ambition and unscrupulousness 
over-reach themselves, and that th^ that take the 
sword shall perish by the sword. For the moment 
the forces at his disposal broke the loose fabric of 
the empire. But their success was partial and 
passing; the claims of the Hildebranaine papacy 
remained in the illusive category of claims. But 
they captured the religions aspirations of the age. 
Mediffival pietism was, on a larger scale and under 
more favourable conditions, what the Romanticism 
of the post-revolution period was— a protest against 
the secular spirit. As such, each had its justifica- 


tion ; but each was exploited by the Church and 
the clergy for their own ends. In the 12th cent, 
the Church and the world were fused into one, 
the_ Church being the predominant factor. Each 
suffered in the process ; and, though in each there 
was an undercurrent, it ran too far below the 
surface waters to be easily perceived. The move- 
ment culminated in the Crusades. These wars of 
religion present points of contact -with theyiAod of 
Islfim ;_they display the same chivalry, the same 
fanaticism, the same subservience of spiritual forces 
to secular ends. But, if they served to fix the 
yoke of papal rule on Western Christendom, they 
served also to forge the weapon by which this rule 
Was in the end overthroum. For they gave occasion 
to_ the rivalries in which the sentiment of nation- 
ality had its origin ; and they opened up the 
forgotten East in which Greek civilization lay 
buried, but from which, in the shape of the 
Renaissance, it was to rise. 

18. Meanwhile, however, the adroitness of the 
popes and the mystical tendencies of the time, 
which the popes were quick to use for their own 
purposes, combined to exalt the papacy. It bore 
no rival near the throne. 

‘Jacobus frater Domini . . . Pctro non solum unlversam 
Ecclcsiam sed totum rcliquitsacculum gubemandum ’(Innocent 
m., KpiUola ad Aurtnim tin Mirbt, Qttellen zur Oetch. det 
Papsttums, p. IS 03 ). 

There were two swords, the spiritual and the 
temporal : 

* Uterque est in pqtestate eccleslae snlritualls scilicet ct 
materialis ; sed is quiclem pro eccicsia, ilia vero ab ecclesla 
cxercenduB ; ille sacenlotls, is inanu regum et miUtum, sed ad 
nutum et patientiam sacerdotls ’ (Boniflee vm., Unam Sanctam 
fin Mirbt, p. 140)). 

The whole was a strange medley of good and 
evil. The mystic fervour of a Bernard, the seraphic 
fire of a Francis of Assisi— both subserved the one 
end. The papacy has never wanted saints, and 
they have always bulked large in its foreground ; 
but it is not by saints that the springs of its action 
have been manipulated. 

19 , The 13th cent, witnessed the victoiy of the 
papacy and of the forces which it controfled over 
the Hohenstauffen dynasty. It witnessed also a 
stirring of the life force of Europe. The ago was 
still mediffival ; but it could no longer be described 
os dark. Everywhere there was stir and move- 
ment ; the day was at hand. The pope, it was 
felt, had grown in power and influence at the 
expense of the Church. The episcopate had be- 
come weakened by his immediate and universal 
jurisdiction ; the mendicant orders formed an 
international force at his disposal — an inner 
Church within the Church. The allegiance of the 
bishops, often great officers of State in their re- 
spective countries, was divided ; and it was not to 
Rome that the balance inclined. Now that its 
power had become omnipotence, the papacy, once 
a guiding and organizing force, had become a factor 
of disintegration. The Curia was a seniina gen- 
Hum ; Simon Magas,it was said, had replaced Peter 
in Peter’s see. tV hen the lofty theocracy planned 
by Hildebrand degenerated into a secular dominion 
exercised by worldly men for worldly ends, the con- 
science of mankind revolted. The ideal sovereign 
of Dante’s De Monorchia is Henry of Luxemburg ; 
to the spiritual Franciscans the Church was Baby- 
lon and the pope Antichrist ; before the invective 
of Oliva and Gerard of Parma that of the Reformers 
pales. These impassioned protests took legal siiape 
in the Defensio Pads of Marsilio of Padua, and 
^cciilative in the nominalism of 'William of 
(Ickham. The Great Schism empl^iasized the con- 

I trast between idea and fact. The Councils of 
[ Constance and Basel attempted to find a remedy, 
i Bat conciliarism meant anarchy ; men of affairs 
1 like ASneas Silvins (Pius II.) fell back in despair 
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upon the papacy, not as good, hut as the lesser 
evil, since, after all, in one fashion or another the 

f overnment of the Church had to he carried on. 

fo one respected it ; the mediaeval dream of uni- 
versal sovereimty had broken down. But it was, 
relatively and provisionally, a necessity of the 
situation ; it divided Europe less than any alterna- 
tive that could be proposed. And for another half 
century the crumbling structure hung together till 
with Luther the final shock came. It was final in 
this sense, that the Beformation once for all 
abolished both the theory and the fact of the 
medioBval papacy. Philip II. or Louis XIV. would 
have made as short work of the pretensions of an 
Innocent III. or a Boniface VIII. as any Protestant 
soyereim ; the supremacy in temporal matters 
claimed by modem popes is disguised and indirect. 
The ■ sphere of the Church’s maywfcniiwi is now 
restricted to faith and morals — though the .casuist 
would be a poor one who could not bring a contro- 
verted question, in whatever order, under one or 
other head. But the mediceval papacy took with 
a high hand what the modem takes surreptitiously : 
the latter frames syllogisms — sophistical ones, 
but still syllogisms; the former laid doAvn and 
enforced law. 

20; Compelled by the growth of the^ secular 
State -system, and still more by that of the 
secular consciousness, to abandon the visionary 
conception of a theocratic world-monarchy, the 
papacy fell back upon its position as an Italian 
principality. This became the key to its policy, 
the aim of which was the material extension and 
the political predominance of the Papal State. 
If the pope could control Italy, directly or indi- 
rectly, the rivalries of the powers, aided by the 
prestige of the Church, would do the rest. 

•Was it not profoundly significant,’ says Ranke (3ist. of the 
Popes, i. 64), ‘ that a pope should himself resolve to demolish 
the ancient basilica of St. Peter . . . and determine to erect a 
temple, planned after those of antiquity, on its site?’ 

It was the opening of a new order; the old had 
passed away. A notable lowering of aim and 
outlook accompanied it ; an Innocent ill. would 
have regarded the vices of Alexander VI. and the 
triumphs of Julius II. with equal disdain. The 
Benaissance afforded a diversion which fitted in 
both with the political designs and Avith the artistic 
tastes of the popes of the period, who were princes 
rather than pontiffs; but it Avas prematurely 
crushed by Avnat F. X. Kraus calls ‘die brutale 
Hispanisiemng Italiens.’ 

• Hier flieszt die Quelle des triiben Wassers, welche sich fiber 
das Land ausgosz, und hier ist der eigentliche Ausgangspunkt 
des modemen Dissidiums zwischen Papsttum und Italien' 
(Corouv, Mainz, 1902, p. 8). 

As regarded Spain and France, the papacy lay 
betAveen hammer and anvil. The choice fell on 
Spain ; but the Spaniard Avas a hard master, and 
remained for generations the evil genius of Borne. 
For the Boman temper is not that of the enthusi- 
ast ; it has a certain ease and lightness of touch. 
While Spain Avas the Prussia of the leth cent.— 
fanatical, pedantic, heavy of hand — Spanish re- 
ligion had the seriousness Avhich Italian lacked. 
But the Spanish God Avas a Moloch ; the fire 
Avithout Avas kindled by the fire Avithin. It AA-as 
Spain that inspired the Counter-Beformation, and 
furnished its Aveapons of predilection — the rack, 
the stake, the cord. 

21. The Beformation Avas a spiritual rather than 
an intellectual movement ; it Avas the greatest 
moral and religious emancipation that the AA'orld 
has yet seen, or perhaps Avill ever see. It over- 
threAv false gods — the false conscience of asceticism, 
and the false authority of the priesthood. Men’s 
fetters Avere broken ; AA-hat use they Avould make 
of their liberty they only could decide. The 
AA'atchAVord of the counteracting movement Avas 


repression, its aim the re-establishment of the 
captivity of mankind. Open scandals Avere dis- 
couraged; the Borne of the . Counter-Befonnation 
Avas outAvardly decorous ; the Council of Trent 
strengthened authority ; Avhat had been opinion 
became dogma ; questions Avhich had been open 
were closed. In the bemnning there had been a 
desire on both sides — a desire of AA’hich Charles V. 
Avas representative — to avoid schism ; the break- 
up of the historical Church Avas a misfortune to 
be avoided at all costs. Noav policy and passion 
dictated another attitude ; the object AA’as not to 
comprehend, but to exclude. The Jesuits gave a 
veneer of scholarship to the movement ; but it aa'es 
a thin veneer. Petavius, Avho came a century later 
(1583-1652), Avas their one man of real learning. 

22 . The Inquisition (a.v.) Avas reorganized, the 
Index (q.v., 1571) established. ‘Sica destricta in 
omnes _ scriptores ’ Avas the judgment of Aonio 
Paleario, a contemporary. A net of falsehood was 
throAvn over antiquity : the Avorks even of Catholic 
Avriters Avere freely ‘ edited ’ : 

‘Ita quidem ut in posterum non liceat affirmarc ex lectlone 
istorum auctorum quid illi eenserint, sed quaenam sitsententia 
Curiae Bomanae, quae omnia depravavit . . , deniquepossumus 
certe statuere non dari librum integrum aut non fucatum' 
(Friedrich, Geseh. dee vatikaniechen Konzile, i. 17). 

Orthodoxy itself Avas suspect; Baronins and Bel- 
larmine worked in chains. The period has been 
variously estimated. Such a life as that of Philip 
Neri, the ‘ Apostle of Borne,’ shows that genuine 
spiritual work Avas done. But this good man aa’es 
in no Avay representative of the religious Avorld of 
the time ; neither its temper nor its methods AA’ere 
his. More typical figures Avere Ignatius Loyola 
and Charles Borromeo— men of the letter, of rule, 
of organization, of the ecclesiastical machine. This 
Avas the element on Avhich reliance aa’us placed. 
The external Avas emphasized ; • even the better 
men of the reaction took it for granted that the 
interior accompanied, or Avould accompany, it; 
spirit Avas ignored. The Inquisition Avas the dis- 
tinctive creation of the period. 

It AA'as ‘ peculiarly the weapon and peculiarly the work of the 
Popes. ... It is the principal thing with which the papacy is 
identified,' says Lord Acton, ‘ and by which it must be Judged.’ 
Its principle, he holds, ’ is murderous, and a man’s opinion of 
the papacy is regulated and determined by his opinion ^out 
religpous assassination ’ (Letters of Lord Acton to iiory Glod‘ 
stone, ed. H. Paul, London, 191S, p. 147 f.). 

Acton conceived the content of morality as less 
changing than in fact it is. We judge of actions by 
their relation not to an absolute standard, but to 
the best morality of their time. This, hoAA’ever, 
Avill not affect our judgment^ of the popes of this 
or any other age. For a divine teaeher stands, as 
such, outside the category of relativity. Nor did 
either the best or even the average morality of the 
time sanction their cruelties. . i • 

23 , This moral declension must be taken m 
connexion Avith the sectionalism of the pqst- 
Beformation Church. Pre- and post-Beformatiqn 
Catholicism differ fundamentally. The former, in 
the West at least, Avas the Church ; the latter is 
one of the Churches — one of the fragments inw 
Avhich the imposing structure of mediffiA-al Christi- 
anity Avas shattered in the 16th cent. : and there 
is all the difference in the Avorld betAveen _ the 
tAvo things. The medimval Church contained 
many and conflicting elements in a state of imper- 
fect equilibrium. • At the Beformation the freer 
and more active escaped, those that AA’ere leu 
entering into dbav combinations and taking on ncAv 
forms. Post-Beformation Catholicism is L.atin, 
not European ; and, as the Latinizing Process has 
become more acute, even the remains of the oiner 
freedom have been extruded : Jansenism,Galiican- 
ism,Febronianism,inouroAA'n tiraeModemisni tn 
iron uniformity of Borne has crushed them out, ana 
they have disappeared. The continuity betAA-cen 
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the Catholicism of the 13th cent, and that of the 
20th is exterior— a thing of ritnal,- polity, and 
formula ; the spiritual kinship of the great figures 
of the Middle Ages follows other and larger Imes. 

ZA, By 1630 the Counter-Eefonnation had ^ent 
itself ; the papacy could reckon up its gains. 111686 
were considerable ; . not a little of the soil on which 
the Keformed doctrines had fallen was stony 
ground. Northern, or non-Eomance, Europe was 
from the first Protestant ; Southern, or Eomance, 
Catholic 5 but there had been a debatable land be- 
tween the two. In the middle of the 16th cent, 
this was to a great extent Protestant; early in the 
17th it had been regained for the popes. This suc- 
cess was due partly to the superstition, more to the 
indifference, of hhe nations concerned, partly to 
the zeal and ability of the Jesuits, most of all to 
the persistent and ruthless persecution adopted ns 
a policy by Church and State— the spiritual and 
the civil powers working in close alliance for a 
common end. But Catholicism was unable to ex- 
tract the ' full_ profit from its victories; other 
motives, other interests, other combinations, came 
into play. In 1631 the two great Eoman Catholic 
powers were in league with Protestants ; Urban 
Vin.’e opposition to Gustavus Adolphus was luke- 
warm ; Innocent XI. was the enemy of the House 
of Bourbon, and looked with at least mixed feel- 
ings on the English Eevolution of 1688. The popes 
were secular princes, and concerned with the bal- 
ance of power. Policy masqueraded in the cast-off 
clothes of religion ; the world influenced the Church 
more than the Church the world. 

25. The. middle years of the 18th cent, witnessed 
a certain lowering of the temperature ; the reason- 
ableness, not to say the rationalism, of the age 
filtered into the Church. It was the age of Mura- 
tori, of Febronius, of Scipio de’ Ricci. Benedict 
XIV. (1740-68) and Clement xtv. (176^76) were 
moderate rulers and ■ enlightened pontiffs ; and, 
though in Clement Xin. and Pius vi. the tide set 
in another direction, it is probable that, but for the 
French Revolution, an era of at least comparative 
conciliation would have begun. But violence breeds 
violence: with the Legitimist restoration which 
followed the fall of Napoleon a new era of the 
papacy, one of definite political and religious 
reaction, set in. De Maistre was its prophet, 
Lamennais its orator, Pius IX. its pope. 

26. Pius VII. was personally moderate, and his 
minister Consalvi shared his temper.^ But, after 
the Restoration, the influence of the bigoted Pacca 
prevailed; and the next three_ popes were tools of 
Bourbon and Hapsburg absolutism, enemies of civil 
and religious liberty under every form. The Mirari 
vo« of Gregory xvi. gave no uncertain sounds : 

•Ex hoc putldieslmo indifferentljmS lonte obscrda illo fiolt ac 
erroneft ecntentia seu potius deliramentuni, aBserendam esso bc 
vlndlcandam cuillbet Ifbertatem cousclentiae.' 

The note of the modem papacy is here. This 
reaction reached its climax in Pips IX- (1846-78), 
under whom the temporal power disappmred. 1^ 
disappearance marked the end of an old and the 
beginning of a new order. The papacy was left 
free to develop itself os an ecclesiastical institution 
unhampered by the territorial considerations winch 
limit secular sovereignty, however small its^scale ; 
and it is significant that the same year 1870 wit- 
nessed at once the definition of papal infallibility 
and the Italian occupation of Rome. Politically, 
the pope was influenced by stronger men than mtn- 
seif, in particular by Antonelli ; but, on the religi- 
ous side, his epileptic tendency was the key to the 
pontificate, during which the reputation of the 
Church and the papacy sank to its lowest ebb. 

27. His itbeological aspirations were, however, 
more successful than his political. The triumph of 
Ultramontanism was complete, though those who 
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looked below the surface of things saw clearly 
enough that it was evanescent. What was gained 
in intension was lost in extension ; but the central- 
izing and acute Romanizing of Catholicism was 
attained. It was no longer safe to express the 
Febronian or Galilean principles so commonly held, 
even in high places, in the preceding centnry. A 
series of condemnations directed against indepen- 
dent ayriters, culminating in a sharp attack on the 
historical school of Munich, wameathoughtoff the 
territory of religion and its ill-defined hinterland. 
Local usages were suppressed, and Italian ritnal 
and devotions introduced into the Cisalpine 
countries ; from the shape of an arch to the cut of 
a vestment conformity . to Roman usage was en- 
forced. Bnt under this surface of nniformity the 
ground wm shifting ; a conflict between the Church 
and the historical conscience of Europe was prepar- 
ing, in which the latter,- defeated for the moment, 
retired to sharpen its weapons and to plan a more 
dangerous and radical assault. 

28. Resistance from within was crushed by sheer 
terxoriam. The thought of being called to occonnt 
by the Roman tribunals haunted Newman like an 
evil dream. It meant, he believed, his death. 
‘Others,’ he wrote, ‘have been killed before me’ 
(W. Ward, Life of John Henry Cardinal Newman, 
London, 1012, i. 688). For, over and above the 
moral power of Rome over a timorous conscience, 
its administrative pressure is enormous; and the 
increasing separation between Church and State 
in the modem world enables this pressure to be 
persistently and ruthlessly applied. By a stroke 
of the pen a layman can be deprived of the use 
of the sacraments, a priest of his functions, 
a bishop of the special ‘ faonlties’ without which 
the administration of his diocese is impossible. 
There is a curious ingratitude in the attitude 
taken by the popes to what tliey call the Revolu- 
tion ; for only nnder the conditions hrouglit about 
by this movement could their present despotism 
exist. Not for a moment would it have been 
tolerated by the old legitimist monarchies ; these 
were ‘in all causes and over all persons whether 
ecclesiastical or civil within tneir dominions 
supreme’ (Bidding Prayer). 

29. The most important acts of the pontificate, 
because, being do^ntic, they hound the Church 
to permanent and interior assent, were the defini- 
tion of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin 
(1854), the Syllabus (1864), and the Vatican defini- 
tion of papal infollihility (1870). The first was 
rhetoric crystallized into dogma; the second was 
a declaration of war against modem society ; the 
third was the formal completion of the theory of 
the papacy, the lost stone of a fabric on which the 
labours of generations had been spent. The first 
met with little opposition ; devotion silenced con- 
troversy. The second divided the Church into two 
opposing camps; and, while reason was on the 
Lioeral, consistency was _ on the Ultramontane 
side. The logic of the ■ ideas embodied in the 
Syllabus was beyond question; and these ideas 
were contained in premisses which the Liberal 
Catholics either admitted or were not prepared to 
dispute. The ivisest and best men in the Church 
were on their side ; hut their attempts to explain 
away the papal pronouncements were thin, and 
left an impression of insincerity. The pica, e.ff., 
tliat the document referred to an abstract and non- 
existent state of things cannot be taken seriously ; 
the Syllabus was put forward as ‘coroplectcns 
praecipnos nostrae aetatis errores.’ A later theory 
maintained that _papal utterances of this sort, 
though dogmatic in form, are disciplinary in snh- 
stance, and call for exterior Bubmission rather 
than interior assent. They express, t.e., the ex- 
isting opinion of the governing body, and are to 
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a great extent matter of policy; in time they ■nill Letters from Borne, Eng. tr., London, 1870 p 14\ 
in all probability be tacitly, if not avowedly, with- On the other hand, Gratry denoimced the domi- 
drawn. This theory gives a correct account of nant ‘ dcole d’errenr et de mensonge ’ (F Nielsen 
what, in many cases, actually happens ; but its The Hist, of the Papacy in the xixth Ccntwv 
value is historical, not theological. It is im- En^. tr., London, 1906, ii. 334); Montalembert 
possible to reconcile it either with the terms of the spoke of ‘ the idol in the Vatican ’ (ib.) ; Newman 
documpts or with any intelligible view of the stigmatized the party identified with the Univers 
authority of the pope or of the Church. and the GiviltA as ‘ an aggressive and insolent 

30. Both the name and, in its modem sense, the faction,’ and declared that, ‘ if it is God’s Will 
idea of infallibility were foreign to the primitive that the Pope’s Infallibility should be defined 
Church. In the first days believers spoke as they then it is His blessed Will to throw back the times 
were moved by the Spirit, whose power attested and moments of that triumph He has destined for 
the genuineness of their utterances. As time His Kingdom’ (Ward, Life, ii. 288 f.). But the 
went on, the charisma veritatis was held to reside opposition collapsed with the definition. Hefele 
in the ojBBce-holders, and, after the rise of the frankly acknowledged himself unable to • endure 
monarchical episcopate, in the bishop, rather than the consequences of resistance ; Hohenlohe argued 
in the community as a whole. _ Usage tends to that, while a formula could be explained away or 
harden into ritual, and opinion into dogma ; the might become obsolete, an act of schism was irre- 
predominant position early acquired by the Homan parable, and of two evils chose what seemed to 
Church caused a peculiar weight to be attached to him the less (Memoir of Prince Hohenlohe, Eng. tr., 
its decisions, in matters both of discipline and of London, 19C)6, ii. 10, 16, 49). It was by such 
faith. The infallibility of the Homan bishop stood reasonings as these that theologians reluctantly 
in close connexion with his supremacy ; from the reconciled themselves to what had taken place, 
notion of a final court of appeal in matters of The weakness of the position had translated itself 
doctrine it was an easy step to that of the in- into weakness of morm fibre ; ' inopportunism ’ was 
errancy of this court. 'The key to the controversy not inspiring, and did not inspire. To the world, 
between the two schools which divided the Vatican even the Catholic world, at large the quarrel 
Council was that they looked at the question from seemed one of the sacristy. The professionalizing 
radically different points of view. To the one of religion had been fatal to its actuality, and re- 
papal infallibility was an evident, almost a self- moved it from the cognizance and interest of the 
evident, theological conclusion ; to the other it ordinary man. But, in the improbable event of a 
was in palpable contradiction with historical fact, theological revision of the definition, it is probable 
The dispute, therefore, resolved itself into one con- that canonists would find a sufficient reason for 
ceming the relation of theology to history, and holding the acts of the Council null and void in 
involved controversies unforeseen, far-reaching, the pressure, moral and even material, exerted by 
and even now but partially solved. The position the Vatican over its proceedings. The Council 
of the Munich divines was not always consistent, was not free. 

While refusing to consider the papacy and the 32. The weapon forged in 1870 has not so far 
Church as convertible , terms,; they admitted that been used in the manner feared by some and hoped 
the former rested on divine appointment. ‘The by others. No further positive definitions have 
Church from the first was founded upon it; and been made, and no indisputably infallible pro- 
the Head of the Church ordained its type in the nouncements put forth by the Holy See. Rome 
person of Peter.’ This admission was their weak has taught rather as if it were infallible than 
point. To the rising critical school, in and outside infallibly, though its dogmatic utterances have 
of .Germany, it seemed unwarranted, while the been more frequent and more detailed than before. 
Ultramontanes, stronger in logic than in history, When, however, it is asked whether these utter- 
argued that the notions of supremacy and infalli- ances are or are not infallible, it must be remem- 
bmty were contained in that of the primacy, and bered that there are other ways of teaching 
that, being necessary to make it effective, they infallibly than that laid down by the Vatican 
had been realized more and more clearly in the Council. In opening a new channel for infalli- 
Church’s consciousness as time went • on. The bility the bishops did not block' up those alrea^ 
forgeries, which they could not deny, had but existing ; these remain as they were before. 
stereotyped existing usage ; and the plausible, if in connexion ivith such questions, e.g., as those 
fallacious, argument that at least till the 16th raised by the Pontifical Acts of 1907, P°P® 
cent, every considerable reform of the Church had can speak infallibly and does not, it is difficult to 
been associated with an advance of the authority reconcile this taciturn infallibility with the 
of Rome was on their side. See, further, art. tion of a divine teacher, while, if he cannot, Mtn 
Infallibility, vol. vii. p. 256. the old and the new infallibility— ».e. ^at e«sting 

31. The ^position of the minority bishops was before 1870 and that defined by the Council— are 

difficult. They were men of greater distinction useless and illusory, names not things. ■•■“®'^® 
than their opponents ; they had on their side the can be no doubt that, whatever Cisalpine tne^ 
goodwill of their respective governments and the logians may object te the view, Rome regards suen 
sympathies of the educated class. But, if history pronouncements m infallible ; and that, given tne 
was with them, logic was against them. If Rome premisses, Rome is right. . . 

was what the current Catholic teaching, which 33. Leo xiii. ( 1878 - 1903 ) started inth tliisgrea 
they admitted and by which they were bound, advantage: he succeeded Pius rx- _ He wm no le 

made her, the proposed dogma followed. Again, impregnated with the Roman spint; M™P®^ 
whatever weight they carried as individuals, as a ment be was even more imperious ; but ne 
party they had neither discipline nor cohesion, a wise, a wary, and a strong man. From tne ura 
Some were timid and half-hearted ; others were he made this felt. Caricaturists had represen 
open to the influence and intimidation which the Pius ix. as a querulous, scolding old 1 j 

Vatican had at its disposal, and used unscrupul- one — and the fact is significant— ever reprcMn 
ously. Pius DC. had become the object of a more Leo xni. in this way ; the pemonality ot tne p p 
than Byzantine cultus. His flatterers adapted the imposed itself and_ carried weight. For a m 
Breviary hymns in his honour, substituting his his years and calling, he possessed in an p- 
name for that of the Deity ; Louis Veuillot tional degree the instinct for fact. Me , ,, 
classed him as an object of devotion with the old order, and democracy was temperam / 

Virgin and the consecrated Host (‘Quirinus,’ uncongenial to him ; but in his encyclicals 
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labour question, as in the encouragement given to 
the SiUon in France and the Deniocratia Cristiana 
in Italy, he recognized and made advances to de- 
mocracy. The critical movement lay beyond his 
personal horizon, but he would not condemn 
Modernism ; he can scarcely have loved the Freneh 
Eepnblio, but only a few days before his death he 
assured the French ambassador that nothing, 
nothing (ho repeated it emphatically), should 
make him break with France. 

34 . He conld not change the conrse of events or 
direct their development on other than their own 
lines. But he made the best where others before 
and after him made the worst of the situation ; he 
arrested the forces that made for dissolution ; he 
encouraged the higher and repressed the lower 
elements in the vast and complex society with 
which he had to deal. He left the Church re- 
spected. Under his predecessor it had been, under 
lus successor it was to become, a negligible 
quantity. While Leo lived, it was a power to be 
reckoned with, not only politically — that it must 
be for long under whatever government— but in 
thought and life. It attracted not only the static 
elements of the body politic, men — of whom 
Brunetibre was a type — who valued unity and 
action more than speculation, but not a few of the 

S essives ; it was thought possible to graft the 
ods and conclusions of modem science upon 
the venerable traditions of Catholicism, and so to 
make the centuries one. These aspirations took 
shape in Modernism (^.o. ) — an attempt to naturalize 
criticism, soientifio history, and the philosophy of 
spirit in the Church. It overlooked the distinctive 
feature of Catholicism— ».e. the peculiar develop- 
ment of the notion of authority embodied in the 
papacy, and the consequent relation of the Roman 
Church to the modern mind movement, which is 
that of a residuum left behind when the freer and 
saner elements of life have broken away. Were 
Catholicism to lose this character, it would no 
longer appeal to the social and cultural levels to 
which it is now so uniquely adapted ; its sufficient 
reason would be gone. Leo XIU. saw this m 
clearly ns his successor ; but he saw what his 
successor did not see — that a Church incapable of 
movement or adaptation must be left behind by 
the advancing world, and that Modernism was 
a development of the human spirit which it was 
equally impossible for the papacy either to en- 
courage or to suppress. He temporized, tmsting 
to events, to the weight of custom, and to the 
preponderance of the fixed over the volatile ele- 
ments in ecclesiastical Christianity— which perhaps 
was the wisest thing that a pope could do. • 

35 . Pius X. (1903-14) was a man of another 
type. A peasant by birth, a country priest b 5 ’ 
training, he possessed at once the virtues and the 
defects of his order— its simplicity and its narrow- 
ness, its piety and its guile. Imposed by the 
Austrian veto on the Conclave, he was the pope 
of a reaction, which, like niost reactions, carried 
those concerned in it very much farther than they 
wished or intended. The temper of Rome is not 
fanatical. Rather it is that of the permanent stall 
of a great public department. The men who com- 
pose the Curia are ollicials— cautious, painstaking, 
unimaginative. They distrusted Modernism, but 
they would have met it with other weapons than 
tlie Lamentabili and the encyclical Pascendi ; they 
resented the policy of the French RcjMblic, but 
they would not nave lost France. Their dis- 
approval of the pope and of his advisers was un- 
disguised ; and Benedict XV. (1914) is not only by 
temper.ament and by training unlike his prede- 
cessor ; he was chosen with the express intention 
on the part of the electors of ensurin" a pontificate 
winch should bo the antithesis of tlio lost. His 


distinctive virtue, it has been said, is silence. It 
is a relative virtue. For these are times when 
speech is called for ; in the crisis of a world’s 
history the infallible cannot with impunit 3 ' be 
dumb. In the technical province of theology it 
may be otherwise ; he may be silent because ho 
has nothing to say. It is not to be expected that 
the acts of his predecessor will be reversed or his 
policy dbavowed.^ But there will probably be less 
friction, things will be done with greater intelli- 
gence and decorum ; Roman rather than Sjianish 
methods will prevail. The laws by which the 
situation is governed are invariable. But they 
will now work normally. Their operation was 
abnormally stimulated under Pins x. 

36 . The history of the Roman Commonwealth 
is reproduced with singular fidelity in that of the 
Roman Church. In each we see a body of men 
strong rather than either intelligent or spiritually 
minded, indiflerent to ideas, bent on material 
ends, prudent, tenacious, capable of the sacrifice 
of a present to a future good, and of private to 

ublic interest, rising first to prominence, then to 

omination, and founding a universal State. In 
each religion was employed as an instrument of 
policy. Its sanctions were not wanting to the 
empire ; the imperial city and the Cmsars received 
divine honours ; the Church covered secular 
designs under the disguise of piety ; her aims, her 
weapons, were material ; her wisdom was that of 
this world. Here, ns there, decline followed close 
upon maturity. Some secret poison, it seemed, 
entered into the system. The governing class, on 
which the institution ns a whole depended, lost 
the qualities of an oligarchy. Its tenacity became 
stubbornness, its distaste for ideas ignorance and 
ineptitude, its caution craft. And the world 
changed. New forces came into play ; new 
elements made their appearance in society ; success 
called for other qualities — intelligence, quickness, 
adaptability — than those which had been demanded 
in the past. The centre of gravity shifted from 
the empire to the new nations, and from the 
Church to the Churches. In each cose the older 
body lingered, infomxe, ingens— in that of the 
Church it still lingers, and may linger long. But 
it lingers ns a survival of a past world in a new 
order. Slowly detrition works upon it ; slowly 
disintegration advances and cohesion decreases. 
It may disappear in the short agony of revolution ; 
it may perish, more probably, in the long process 
of secular decay. In either case its destiny is the 
same. 

* Venit Biimms dies et Ineluctabllc tempus 

Dardaniae : fnimus Trocs : fuit Ilium, ct Ingens 

Gloria Tcucrorum * (Verg. yfc'n. ii. 82-1 ff.). 

37 . The Latin genius has great qualities — form, 
order, unity; but they are discounted by one 
radical incapacity — the incapacity for dealing 
with ideas. It conceives belief and religion in 
general primarily os regulation or enactment ; its 
attitude to dogma is that of the State to law. 
‘Ecclesianoii judicat de intomis’: ‘Ido not ask 
you what yon think ; but you must obej'.’ This 
position is not, indeed, that of the pietist or of the 
theologian ; but it is that of official Rome. And 
it is probable that the inevitable loosening of the 
dogmatic principle among Latin Christians will bo 
brought about less by criticism — for which they 
have in general neither aptitude, equipment, nor 
inclination — than by the relaxation of the political 
and governmental tendencies of the Church under 
the pressure of the rising democracy, by the con- 
ception of the Church as spirit taking the place of 
that of the Church as law. 

38 . Meanwhile the papacy remains the most 
coniplctonnd consistent expression of thcmedireval 
outlook on life. Hence its unfailing attraction to 
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the mediaeval mind, where this survives, as it does 
on a larger scale than we suppose, among men and 
women of to-day. For it is possible to live in a 
period _ without being of it ; the modem mind is 
exceptional even in the modern age. To how 
many the conceptions on which the life of our time 
is based — evidence, sequence, causality — are 
strange and unintelligihle ! The scientific founda- 
tion is wanting ; they live fragmentarily, and, as 
it were, piecemeal, in a connected world. This 
accounts for the strange reversions to typo, the 
fantastic religious and moral aberrations, differing 
little in form and less in substance from those of 
the Lower Empire, which crop up from time to 
time among us ; much more for a reaction, passing 
indeed hut, for the time being, noticeable, in 
favour of an institution so closely bound up with 
the past, so intimately associated with rmigion, 
founded on so long an experience and so close an 
observation of human nature as the papacy. 

39 . Round the dome of the Vatican basilica, 
where, it is believed, all that is mortal of the 
Prince of the Apostles rests, the words stand in 
golden letters, * TU ES PETRUS ET SUPER hang 
PETRAM AEDIFICARO ECCLESIAM MEAM.’ It is not 
without significance that the title-deeds of the 
greatest of the Christian Churches should rest on 
a doubtful tradition, an uncertain relic, and words 
which in all probability were not spoken by Christ. 
So in human affairs tmth and falsehood are 
mingled ; so the colours of good and evil are mixed. 
But the connexion of religion with external things, 
however close, is accidental. They pass; it re- 
mains. The papacy is a fragment of the Middle 
Ages surviving in a later generation ; and this is 
its refutation. For life is a stream ; and, in 
religion as elsewhere, a return to the past is 
impossible ; the past is a stage in the process that 
has been definitely left behind. Those who urge 
that this applies not only to Catholicism but to 
Christianity may be met with Richard Rothe’s 
summing up of Church history {Ausgewahlte 
Schriften, new ed., Halle, 1900, p. 137) : ‘ Das Chris- 
tentum ist das Allerveranderlichste ; das ist sein 
besonderer Ruhm.’ The papacy has, Christianity 
has not, arrested and excluded change. 

LrrEitATORB.— C. Mirbt, Quellen zur ffescA. des Papsttumt 
und dts romUchen Eatholizismut, Tubingen, 1901 ; H. 
Denzinger, Enchiridion Simboloruni^^, Freiburg Im Br., 
1911; H. H. MUman, Hist, of Latin Christianity; including 
that of the Popes to the Pontificate of Eicolas Y., London, 
1854-65 ; J. J. 1. von DbUinger, La Papauti: son origins au 
moyen dge et son diveloppement jusgu’en 1870, Fr. tr., Paris, 
1904 ; J. Friedrich, ffcJcA. des vatikanischen Eonzils, 8 vote., 
Bonn, 1877-87 ; B. Labanca, Jl Papato : studio storieo-scien- 
tifico, Turin, 1905 ; L. von Ranke, ifist. of the Popes during 
the last Four Centuries, Eng. tr., 3 vols., London, 1908; P. von 
Hoensbroech, Das Papsltum in seiner soziaUsulturellen 
Wirksarnkeit^, Leipzig, 1005-07 ; R. Sobm, Eirchenrecht, i., 
do. 1892, Outlines of Church History, Eng. tr., London, 1895. 

Alfred Fawkes. 

PAPUANS. — ^It is generally acc^ted that the 
term ‘ Papuan ’ is derived from the Moluccan word 
papua (‘frizzly ’or ‘curly’), the word being used 
by the Moluccans to designate people with ulo- 
trichous hair. Outside of Africa this type of hair 
is found among the Negritos, and among the 
inhabitants of New Guinea, the neighbouring 
islands, and Melanesia. _ Excluding the Negritos, 
we may regard the ulotrichi to have been the first 
inhabitants of western Oceania together with 
Australia and Tasmania, but other stocks^ have 
entered into this area and more or less hybridized 
the population, perhaps with the sole exception of 
Tasmania. The languages of New Guinea (which 
is sometimes termed Papua) fall into two groups — 
the more ancient and mostly un-related Papuan 
languages, and the Austronesian languages which 
belong to the great Austrio linguistic family. The 
most primitive of these closely related languages are 
the Melanesian languages, which are spoken in 


Melanesia and various parts of New Guinea, where, 
from other evidence, we can confidently assert 
that they are intrusive. The culture of the Papuan- 
speaking inhabitants of Neiv Guinea is on the 
whole or lower grade than that of the Melanesian- 
speaking peoples. We may therefore take it for 
granted tliat, as a rule, the Papuan-speaking 
peoples more nearly represent the original stock, 
but they need not necessarily be assumed to be 
of pure ‘Papuan’ stock. Melanesian - speaking 
peoples may, in the same way, be regarded as o 1 
mixed origin. For the religion of the Papuan- 
speaking peoples of New Guinea see New Guikea. 

Liteiutcrg. — A. C. Haddoa, 'Note antropoloriche ■ sul 
Papua oocidentall della Nuova Guinea Inslese,’ llivista di 
Antropologia, xx. [1916] ; C. G. SeliKmann, ‘A Classification 
of the Natives of Britteb New Guinea,’ JEAI xxxbc. [1909] 
246-268. A. C. HADDON, 


PARABLE (Introductory and Biblical). — !, 
Definition and general use. — The word ‘ parable * 
(iropa/SoAi), from Trapa^i'Khew, ‘to place alongside 
of ’) implies comparison, the placing of one thing 
alongside of another. As a figure of speech it is 
the assertion of similarity (in some respect) between 
an object or conc^tion and some concrete object, 
action, or scene. When comparison is very simple 
— e.p,, ‘that man is like a lion’ — it is called a 
simile. In a simile the likeness is openly asserted 
(by ‘ as ’ or ‘ like,’ etc. ). When the word denoting 
the comparison is omitted, the figure is called a 
metaphor — e.g., ‘that man is a lion.’ Metaphor 
is more complete when the subject as well as the 
predicate is metaphor (e.g,, Nah 2'*). A sustained 
metaphor, i,e, an extended statement in which tlie 
significant terms all stand for something else, is 
an allege^. In this case the hearer or reader 
must make the proper substitutions in order to get 
its meaning. A simile may also be extended in 
various ways. Proverbs frequently imply com- 
parison, often explicitly (e.g,, ft 10 *), more often, 
probably, implicitly. The concrete picture sn^ 
gested in the proverb is mentally compared vdth 
the thought expressed, making it more real or 
impressive. Or the simile may be expanded into 
a story. If the action, in addition to being imag- 
ined, is unreal (animals conversjng,_etc.),_it 'ia 
usually called a fable. If the action is possible— 
if we can say that it might have happened — the 
story is usually called a parable. Usage in regard 
to these terms is not, however, strictly uniform. 
Parable is, etymologically, the generic term, and 
was so used in the LXX and consequently in the 


lospels (see below). . , 

In practice the distinction between simile and 
aetaphor is easily disregarded (e.g. ', Dt 33“), and 
t is very common for metaphor and plain sp^n 
o interchange in the same statement (e.g., Nah 2 ). 
''able and parable, when told to apply to partipu- 
ir circumstances, often fall just snort of being 
llegories, because the metaphorical meaning of 
he terras used is so plainly indicated. The famous 
able of Stesichorus (Aristotle, Bhetonc, ii. 20) is a 
ase in point. While it is useful and necessary to 
istiriguish between simile and metaphor and to 
onstruct rhetorical rules against mixing figure, 
t is over- refinement to hold that, because an expia- 
ation of a simple simile is useless, therefore an 
xplanation of an extended simile (the parable) is 
ot to be allowed, although in the case of metapnor 
nd allegory it is quite proper. In actual pract^ 
uch rules are more often disregarded than knorro 
r obeyed. The use of simile and metaphor in 
11 hortatory and argumentative discourse is so 
ommon and necessary as to need no remar^ 
Vhile the proverb, fable, parable, and allCoO^ 
re especialfy adapted to moral and religions 
tructum, they hold a recognized place m uorld 
terature. Aristotle discusses example, parawe, 
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and fable as Koival vlareis, ‘means of persuasion’ 
[Ehet. ii. 20). Cicero recognizes allegory, and 
Quintilian praises speech in which similitudes, 
allegories, and metaphors (translationes) are 
mingled (see the reff. in La Grange, jRB xviii. [1909] 
202 f.). The book of Proverbs, Aesop’s Fables, 
Spenser’s Faerie Queene, and Banyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress are conspicuous examples of the universal 
use of this general type of discourse. Of the par- 
able the one acknowledged master is Jesus of 
Nazareth, although Kabbinical tradition assigns 
that place to Hillel (c. 20 B.c.-A.D. 20). 

2. The parable as used by Jesus.— The Gospel 
record of Jesus’ teaching shows that Ho made an 
abundant, and in some respects remarkable, use 
of the parable (in the broad sense of the term). In 
doing this, however. He was not employing a new 
or only rarely used method involving a radical 
departure from the practices common to the Jewish 
schools of His day. Jesus was a Jew. His audi- 
ence was composed almost exclusively of Jews. 
His and . their culture was mainly, if not solely, 
that of Palestinian Judaism. It should be self- 
evident, therefore, that any conclusive study of 
Jesus’ use' of tho parable must be based upon a 
knowledge of its use in contemporary Judaism 
and not upon the rules or practice of classical 
writers or authorities on rhetoric such as Aristotle, 
Quintilian, etc., rvith whose views there is not the 
slightest probability that Jesus had any acquaint- 
ance. 'The almost total neglect of this all-import- 
ant principle on the part of Jiilicher constitutes 
the very serious defect in his learned and sugges- 
tive work, the most influential of modem discus- 
sions of the subject. 

i. Hebrew and Jewish use.— (a) The • concrete’ 
character of Hebrew and Jexmshmodes of expression. 
— Every reader of the OT or of the later Jewish 
literature knows how rarely abstract terms are 
employed. The language is almost always figura- 
tive, and the terms concrete. Semitic discourse, 
us illustrated by the Hebrew and J ewish literature, 
abounds in suggestive or figiirative use of the 
ordinary words for common objects. Tho concrete 
term suggests the more general or abstract idea. 
Argument is carried on by a succession of concrete 
pictures. There is frequent use of rhetorical ques- 
tions. Personification is easy. Discourse developed 
in an orderly, logical fashion is almost unkno>vn. 
To a Western mind, or judged by Greek standards, 
all this is rhetoricallj; faulty, but evidently it was 
not so to the Semitic mind. The -vivid, almost 
conversational, style of Semitic discourse easily 
allowed for ‘ mixeu figures ’ to an extent intolerable 
to our standards, 

(6) The OT mSshdt. — ^The antecedent of the NT 
parable was undoubtedly tho OT mashdl, usually 
rendered ‘proverb.’ The Heb. expresses the 
idea of comparison, likeness, similitude (see F. H. 
W. Gesenius and F. Buhl, Hebraisches und chal- 
ddisches Handworierbuch, Leipzig, 1899 ; or F. 
Brown, S. II. Driver, and C. A. Briggs, Hebrew 
and English Lexicon of OT, Oxford, 1915, s.v.). 
The concrete act implied is the same as that of the 
Gr. xapapo\-h (the placing of one thing alongside of 
another, the concrete unage or picture placed 
alongside of ah idea). 

In OT usage mdshal designates (1) a by-word 
(e.cr., Dt 28’’, I K 9’) ; (2) a popular proverbial 
saying (c.g., 1 S 10”, Ezk 12“*-) ; (3) a typo of pro- 
phetic utterance, such ns B.alaam’s oracles (Nu 23 
and 24, or Is 14*'’- ; cf Mic 2*, where ‘ lamentation ’ 
is a parallel term, or Hab 2® ; ‘ taunt’ or ‘satire’ 
and ‘riddle’ are parallel terms); (4) poetic com- 
position (c.y., Nufll’”’-, Ps 49‘®' 78’®*; cf. Job^’ 
29’) ; (5) sentences of wisdom such ns abound in 
tlie book of Proverbs ; the fundamental form of 
these is the couplet, but in chs, 1-9 and in the 


latter part of the book a more extended application 
of the form occurs; (6) a similitude or parable 
(Ezk 171-10. K-«). In this case hidd (.ti’?), ‘riddle’ 
or ‘enigma,’ is used conjointly with mdshal, prob- 
ably to indicate that the parable needed explana- 
tion. In the light of this passage the omission of 
any special designation for Jotham’s fable (Jg 9’®*), 
Nathan’s mrable (2 S 12’*’), the parable in 2 S H®*’, 
or that in Ec 9’** ” seems only accidentaL Mdshal 
would be the proper term in such cases. Evidently 
mdshal was the generic term, designating various 
ways of maldng use of the fundamental principle 
of comparison which is always (explicitly or impli- 
citly) involved. The frequent association of mdshal 
with Mdd ('riddle ’) shows that the mdshal was not 
alwjwa perfectly clear or easy of interpretation (cf . 
Pr I'q. Long study, mental discipline, and close 
application were necessary in order to grasp the 
fml significance of a mdshal. The cases cited also 
show fliat the framer of a mdshal, or parable, did 
not hesitate about furnishing its explanation. In 
every case but one of the parables cited above the 
exjilanation or application is pointed out. Finally, 
itis evident that the theoretical distinction between 
parable or fable and allegory was a matter of little 
concern, if indeed known. Jotham’s fable, Nathan’s 
parable, Isaiah’s vineyard sMr (Is 6'®*), Ezeldel’s 
parable-riddle— all have allegorical aspects. To 
employ a rhetorical form only in the strictest or 
purest manner was a rule unknown, apparently, 
to the OT speakers or writers. 

(c) The ttse of the parable in the apocryphal, apo- 
calyptic, and early Babbinical literature. — In the 
extant apocryphal and apocalyptic literature 
(dating c. 200 B.C.-A.D. 100) the mdshdl is well 
represented in Ecclesiasticus, which is modelled 
largely on Proverbs. Incidentally, the original 
Hebrew of this work, with its frequent anticipa- 
tions of the later Rabbinical Hebrew, seems to 
indicate that the cultivation of this form of 
‘wisdom’ was being continued by the f^hSrim 
(the early ‘scribes’) and their successors, the 
Rabbis of tho NT period (note the suggestive words 
in 39”* and cf . Wis 8’). Since the mdshdl in general 
and the parable in particular belong more naturally 
to oral than to WTitten discourse, it is not sur- 
prising that the bulk of the apocryphal and apoca- 
lyptic literature, except Ecclesiasticus, consisting 
of books whose contents are anything but repre- 
sentative of oral instruction, conversation, or 
oratory, presents very few examples of the parable. 
2 Es 4’’®* 9”®* are interesting exertions. The so- 
called parables or similitudes of Eth. Enoch (chs. 
37-71) are hardly such in any real sense. 

On the other hand, in the early Rabbinical 
literature, which, like the Gospels, represents oral 
instruction and discussion, the use of simile or 
comparison for piloses of illustration, proof, or 
otherwise is, as mi|mt be expected, very common. 
The number of similitudes and parables preserved 
in the Talmud as spoken by the Rabbis of the 
period approximately contemporary with the NT 
IS much larger than is commonly supposed. Only 
recently have_the_ Rabbinic jparables been made the 
subject of scientific investigation. But sufficient 
has been done byEugge, La Grange, and especi- 
ally Fiebig to make it certain that hereafter the 
exegesis of the parables of Jesus must be based 
upon and start from a knowledge of the signifi- 
cance and use of the parable in the Itabbinical 
schools. The examples collected by Fiebig include 
similitudes, parables proper, fables, and partial 
allegories, as is the case with the Gospels. 'The 
use of the mdshdl was so common that the fall 
formula for introducing one, such as ‘ I will speak 
unto you a mdshdl hven) ; unto what is the 

matter like? Unto—’ was often abbreviated to 
n mere phrase, ‘ A parable {mdshal) ; like—,’ or 
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even to the mere particle (‘to,’ t.e. ‘like unto’). 
The Rabbis were oblivious to tlie distinction be- 
tween similitude, or parable, and metaphor, or 
allegory. In many Rabbinical parables parable 
and allegory are blended. The Rabbis also fre- 
quently, possibly usually, made the application or 
e^^laincQ the meaning of their parables (as did the 
OT speakers and also Jesus, according to the 
Gospels). In this connexion it should be noted 
that in Rabbinic parables certain frequently-used 
terms had a well -understood metaphorical mean- 
ing — e.g',, king=God, servants or workmen = men, 
feMt=the future blessedness, etc. (cf. Fiebig, 
Bit Gleichnisreden Jesu, p. 231 f.). Parables were 
commonly used by the Rabbis to explain OT texts. 
In general they were intended to illustrate or to 
make the meaning clear, but in many cases they 
were in themselves somewhat enigmatic and needed 
explanation. Very frequently Rabbinic parables 
are somewhat artificial, t.e. the pictures are not 
drawn from simple, actual, and common experi- 
ence, but are artificially constructed and lack 
naturalness. They smack of the schoolroom rather 
than of the open air or of the experiences of every- 
day life. Finally, the Rabbinical parables often 
show the effects of transmission through oral tradi- 
tion before being committed to writing. Varia- 
tions as to form, substance, and circumstances are 
sometimes so great as almost • to result in two 
parables instead of one. 

ii. Jesus’ own use. — (a) Extent and variety . — 
In the Gospels the Gr. term irapa/SoXi} connotes (1) 
a popular proverb (e.g., Lk 4®) ; (2) a simile some- 
what extended {e.g., Mk (3) a teaching 

stated enigmatically {e.g., Mk 7’“'” j cf. Mt 15**'“, 
Lk 6®®) ; (4) a story or parable commonly so called 
{e.g., Mt 13®, and often). Some of these are so 
perfectly complete that they can be taken out of 
their context and stand alone without altering a 
word {e.g., Lk 7‘i-<2», or 15“*^®®). In other cases 
only a slight change would give the story perfect 
independence {e.g., Lk or Mk 4®’''), In many 
cases the brief similitudes (2) might easily have 
been made into stories, but Jesus did not develop 
them to that extent. 

There can be no doubt that r-opa/SoXi) in our 
Greek Gospels represents (through the influence of 
the LXX) tlie Heb. mdshal or the Aramaic mathla 
in the speech familiar to and used by Jesus. Its 
use for several forms of illustrative discourse was 
in perfect accord with Palestinian-Jewish usage. 

The number of Jesus’ sayings (in the Synoptics) 
that should be considered irapapoXai is variously 
estimated. 

Julicher’s list comprises C3, which he divides into three 
classes : (a) Gleichnisse (‘ similitudes 28 ; (M Parabeln, 21 ; 
and (o) Beispielerzahlungen (‘example-stories'), i. Examples 
of class (n) are Mt 1 118-19 or Mk 4Si, and to class (c) he gives 
Lk 1029-87 189-14 1216-21 and 1619-31. Bugge counts 71, divided 
into two classes: (a) ParabelemiUme (short parabolic utter- 
ances), 36 ; and (6) Parabeln, 35. In addition ne distinguishes 
16 ‘paradoxes,’ which he rightly considers a form of mdshdl 


and (d) a mixed form (allegory and similitude) which rests upon 
familiar metaphor. This class includes most of the parables 
commonly so called. Fiebig gives no enumeration. The wide- 
spread but less accurate enumeration of between SO and 40 
restricts the parable largely to the story form. Trench’s list 
comprises SO. 

In general Jesus used the parable in the same 
way as did the Rabbis, and what has been noted 
above as characteristic of their usage is, in the 
main, illustrative of His. "With respect to all that 
was purely formal or technical in this matter. He 
was not original, but simply worked along very 
familiar lines, (jn the other hand, so far as our 
evidence goes, no Jewish Rabbi ever equalled 
Jesus in skill with the parable. The naturalness, 
lucidity, and the aptness of His parables place 


them in a class by themselves— the perfect ex- 
amples of their kind. 

(5) Th^ problem as to Jesus' parahlcs.—Bo the 
evangelists give us an accurate r^ort reinirding 
this matter? According to the (iospels,° Jesus’ 
parables were often but thinly veiled allegories • 
they were frequently explained by Him, and so as 
to indicate that they might contain several distinct 
teachings ; they were not always clear, but some- 
times purposely enigmatic ; and, finally, in choos- 
ing to use parables, Jesus at times purposely veiled 
the naked truth from His hearers (cf. Mk 4*®-“). 
Julicher, adopting Aristotle’s definition of a 
parable, that it is primarily a ‘ proof ’ and must bo 
clear, has subjected the Gospels to a severe critic- 
ism with the result that their testimony is rejected 
as contrary to Jesus’ mind and practice. He 
claims that in Jesus’ actual use of them the 
parables were always clear, needed and received 
no extended explanation (Deutnng), contained no 
allegorical element, and, in particular, the view 
stated in Mk 4^®"®* is the evangelist’s, not that of 
Jesus. While JUlicher’s view is admitted by many 
liberal critics to need some modification, it repre- 
sents the generally prevalent ‘critical’ position. 
Lack of space forbids any extended discussion of 
this theory. Suffice it to say that the remarkably 
close agreement between the evangelists’ repre- 
sentation of Jesus’ use of the parable and that now 
known to have been the familiar and ordinary 
Rabbinic usage makes strongly for the credibility 
of the Gospel statements. In fact, Julicher's 
theory is against all historical probability ; it is 
simply impossible. Mk 4’®‘“ (and parallels) is 
admittedly a diflScult passage, but it cannot be 
explained away as an invention of the evangelist 
(whose own view was reallj’ diflerent ; cf. Mk 4®®'-). 
It rests on sound tradition and is limited to the 
parables of ‘ the mystery of the kingdom.’ It ex- 
presses Jesus’ consciousness that His message of 
the Kingdom would not be understood, as was 
indicated long before in the experience of Isaiah. 

(c) The general purpose . — ^Bugge sugge.sts that 
Jesus told His parables in some cases as illustra- 
tions, in others as proving an argument. In 
general this is satisfactoiy, but, whether illus- 
trative or argumentative, there was frequently a 
distinctively didactic purpose, so that the parable 
contained a positive teaching. Julicher _ claims 
that a parable has properly but one idea— it must 
illustrate but one thought ; its figures are parts of 
one picture 'which represents but one truth. This 
really useful rule, which operates to do away with 
the abuse of the parables through excessive alle- 
gorizing, is, however, contrary both to the u’eU- 
known use of the parable in Jeivish circles and to 
the Gospel report of Jesus’ oivn interpretation of 
His parables {e.g., Mt 13®®*). While it is true 
that the main purpose of a parable is to convey 
one general idea, subordinate ideas may easily be 
suggested. The fact is, the purpose or each par- 
able must be ascertained by itself, without the 
application of theoretical rhetorical principle^ 
with which Jesus had no concern. The old 
question, whether the parables may be used as 
sources for doctrine, should then be ansivered 
affirmatively, bub the interpretation should avoid 
all allegorical excess and should not go beyond the 
limits imposed by the mashdl itself and its legiti- 
mate use in the OT and early Judaism. 

Ljtxratcbb.— A n exhaustive survey of nearly all the li^tniv 
(ancient and modem, down to 1897) on 

by A. Julicher, VU Gleichnisreden Jesa-, Tubingen, 1910 (« 
present the most comprehensive trMtaent of the whoi^ 
iubject). To this may be added: BVE a^nd 


Du huichnisse Jtsifi, Leipzisr, 1910 (a brief popular discussioo 
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defending Jiilicher’e wain position); P. La Grange, in RB 
xvili. [1009] 198-212, 342-367, xix. flOlOJ 6-35 (a comprehensive 
and Judicious criticism of the position of Julicherand loisy); 
P. Piebig, Altjiidische Cleichniut itnd die Gleichnitn Jem, 
Tflblngen, 1904, Die Gleiehnitreden Jem im Liehte der rabtrin- 
Uehen Gleichnisse dee HT Zeitaltere, do. 1912 (a collection of 
Rabhinic parables together with a severe criticism of J ulichcr 
and a defence of the genuineness of Jesus’ parables against 
Arthur Drews) ; I- E. Browne, The Parabtee of the Goepele in 
the Li^ht of Modem Criticism (Hulsean Prize Essay, 1912), 
Cambndge, 1913 (an able and helpful discussion) ; G. Murray, 
Jetue and Sis Parables, Edinburgh, 1914. 

Edward E. Nodese. 

PARABLE (Ethnic). — The parable as sneh is 
not found in the lower culture, but analogies to it 
are not uncommon. Among the folk-tales of 
satages are many in which animals or inanimate 
things act and talk exactly like human beings. In 
this large class of tales no moral is drawn, but it 
was quite easy for such stories to become moral 
apologues ivith reference to human life and its con- 
duct. Stories describing the wisdom of one animal 
or the folly of another were made to serve as warn- 
ings to men and women, the moral being either 
implied or expressed. Examples of this are found 
in many groups of savage MdrcJien — Hottentot, 
Zulu, American Indian, ete. In others some other 
moral is taught — e.jf., kindness and the danger of 
ingratitude, as in some versions of the Puss in 
Boots story.^ Other examples of savage stories 
told of human beings may quite probably have 
been told ivith some moral purpose. Indeecf, many 
savage tales may have had no other purpose 
primarily. Examples of this might he found 
in stories of broken tabus and of the punishment 
involved to the tabu-breaker. ■ They supported a 
custom and pointed a warning — ‘ See what hap- 
pened to So-and-so 1 ’ * 

Many Marchen thus are or may become moral 
apologues or a kind of parable. Following the 
savage beast-stories into higher levels of culture, 
we find that, as in Buddhism, they have become 
actual parables, even 'literal incidents of sacred 
history.’* The Buddhist Jdtakas (lit. previous 
births of Buddha, but also stories about these) 
compose a sacred volume in which earlier Indian 
beast-stories have become moral tales of incidents 
inBuddha’s previous existences — as an aniraak* 
These parabolic stories became so real to his 
followers that relics of these beast-existences sur- 
vive. Other great collections of similar moral 
apologues, unconnected, however, with a theory of 
rebirth, are found in Indian collections — e.g., that 
of the Paiichatantra • — or in other (jriental 
or Arabic groups. In Europe similar collections 
are those of the Greek jEsop and the Roman 
Phredrus, and in later times the medimval collec- 
tions, bestiaries, and beast-epics. 

T. Benfey traced all such Western tales to Buddhist sources. 
Later writers have shown that they might have wandered 
westwards from India in pre-Buddhist, perhaps even pre- 
historic, days, and there is always a possibility that many 
of them sprang from existing European beast-JlfdreAen. No 
question is more debatable than the origin and transmission of 
popular tales. 

Examples of the moral apologue are found in 
Jotham’s story of the trees and their king in Jg 
and in Jehoash’s story of the thistle and the cedar 
(2 K 14*). 

Strictly speaking, the apologue has for its char- 
acters animals or inanimate things acting ns_ if 
they were human. The parable deals mainly with 
human characters, and the moral or spiritual lesson 
is drawn from their words or actions. It has thus 
in itself a probability in reality which the apologue 
has not, and the narrative of an actual incident 

4 E. S. Hartland, M]ithologs/ and Folktales,Dondon,16iX), p.O; 
MocCulloch, CP, p. 225 B. 

■4 CP, p. 336. » Tylor, PCP i. 414. 

* The Jdlakas have been ed. by V. Fausbrill and tr. by T. W. 
Rhys D.ivids, 7 vols., London, 1877-01 ; see also the ed, by E, 
B. Cowell, 6 vols., Cambridge, 1895-1907. 

• Ed. and tr. into German by T. Benfey, Leipzig, 1859. 


might easily become a parable. It was natural 
enough, however, for both apologue and parable to 
be commonly used by jieoples fond of illustration, 
of ‘ truth embodied m a tale.’ They sliow the 
power of a story, for moral teaching la always of 
more effect when thus illustrated, as preachers, 
ancient and modern, know well. Herodotus 
(i. 141) describes how Cyrus told the parabolic story 
of the piper and the fish to the suppliant lonians 
‘ and jEolians. Buddhism has always been fond of 
parables or similes, and many of these were used 
by Gautama himself. He taught by parables, * for 
men of good understanding wDl generally readily 
enough catch the meaning of what is taught under 
the shape of a parable.’^ This is exemplified by 
the case of a blind man who denies the existence of 
things seen by others. The physician traces his 
blindness to former sinful actions, and, when he 
heals the man, the latter admits his mistake but 
learns that he is far from being wise. This illus- 
trates spiritual blindness regarding the true law. 
The effect of Buddha’s preaching is depicted by a 
variety of parabolic similes; e.g,, the falling of 
rotten-stalked fruits when a tree is shaken, wdiile 
those full of sap and strongly attached remain 
fixed, illustrates the wrong or right reception of 
the law.* The Buddhist life is parabolically de- 
scribed. As an acrobat clears the ground before 
he shows his tricks, so good conduct is the basis of 
all good qualities.* Karma is illustrated by the 
parable of various seeds producing all sorts of 
fruits.* A parable resembling that of the Sower is 
found in the Somyutta Nikdya (xlii, 7). Generally 
Buddhist parables draw their lessons from inci- 
dents of agricultural life, from the life of kings, or 
from the stories of animals or plants. 

Ad Interesting pamWel* tbntol the king who rewarded his 
warriors in various ways, at last to tho most deserving 
his crown jewel. So Buddha rewards those who struggle tor 
him, keeping the gilt ot omniscience to the last^ 

Buddha’s disciples _ are said to have gained his 
forgiveness by quoting to him the parables which 
he himself had taught.* 

Borne have traced the source ot Christ’s parabolic teaching 
to the Buddhist use of parables,7 but, in view of tho fact that 
parables might arise anywhere and already existed on Jewish 
soii, while the alleged resemblances, even in the ca.se ot the 
Parable of the Sower, are never too close, this is unlikelj-. 

Taoist teachers also made use of parables or 
parabolic stories. Kwang-tzo represents the opposi- 
tion between Taoism ana knowledge by the story 
of the rulers of the southern and northern oceans 
who wished to reward the ruler of chaos by equip- 
ping him with an equal number of orifices to those 
of man, since he possessed but one. The result 
was his death and ;^sing away. So the nameless 
simplicity of the Tao passes away before know- 
ledge. Other instances are found here and there 
in 'Taoist writings.* Confucius also used parables, 
and is said to have illustrated the idea that where 
the will is not diverted from its object the spirit is 
concentrated by the story of a hunchback catching 
cicadas by means of intense application.® 

Several parables occur in the Qur'lin, w’here it is 
said that ‘ God strikes out parables for men that 
haply they may be mindful.’’® Some of these, 
however, are more of tho nature of similes. 
Somewhat nearer the true parable, though in an 
inverted sense, is the teacning_ that those who 
expend wealth in God’s way are like a grain which 
produces seven ears, in each of which are a hundred 


I Saddharma Pun<}arika, v. 44. 

e Questions of King Milinda, Iv. 7fl. 

s/6.Ii. 1.9. 4 J5. lit 4.11. 

5 Saddharma Pun^rtka, xlll. 44. « Milinda, Iv. 4. 46. 

7 E. Havet, Le Christianisme el see originet, 4 vols., Paris, 
1872-84, iv. 63 f.; R, Beydcl, Das Krangelium ton Jem in 
seinen Verhattnissen zu Buddha-Sage and Buddha-Lehre, 
Leipzig, 1882, p. 223 fl. 

S SBB xixix. [1891] Sa » ft. XL (1891) 14. 

10 Qur'&n, xlv. SO, 46 ; cf. xiiL IS. 
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grains. Those who expend ifc, craving the good- 
will of God. because of their generosity, are like a 
hill garden on which heavy showers fall so that it 
brings forth twofold. 

‘ If no shower falls, the dew doth, and God on what ye do 
doth look.’ 1 

See also the preceding art. and art. Fiction. 

IiiTERATURE. — Besides the works mentioned in the article see 
W. A. Clouston, Popular Taltt and Fictions : their Migrations 
and Transformations, 2 vols., Edinburgh, 1887; G. A. van den 
Bergh van Eysinga, Indische Eii^usse auf evangelische 
Erz&hlungen^, Gottingen, 1909 ; P. Fiebig, Altjiidische Gleich- 
nisse und die Gleichnisse Jesu, Tubingen, 1904 ; SEE 1., Index 
TOl. [1910], S.C. ‘Parable.’ J. A. MACCULLOCH. 

PARADISE.— See Blest, Abode of the. 

PARADOX. — Analysis of the connotation of 
this term brings us into contact with some of the 
main conditions affecting human beliefs — ethical, 
religious, and scientific. A paradox is a statement 
or proposition which on the face of it is (a) appa- 
rently self-contradictory, or ( J) apparently incredible 
or absurd, or at least marvellous, because contrary 
to common sense in some wider or narrower sense, 
or (especially) because contrary to 'generally 
received belief ’ on the subject in question. In all 
these usages the implication is not necessarily 
that the ‘ paradoxical proposition is true — ‘true 
though it sounds false’ (J. R. Seeley, Jntrod. to 
Political Science, London, 1896, p. 3) — but that the 
proposition is not necessariW false because of its 
• paradoxical ’ character. Many times in the his- 
tory of human thought a bold and happy paradox 
has been able to overthrow an old and accredited 
but erroneous belief, and in the course of time has 
become a universally accepted truth — ' sometime a 
paradox, but now the time gives it proof ’ {Hamlet, 
III. i. 115). In this sense Hobbes defined a paradox 
as ‘an opinion not yet generally received.’* 

As a rhetorical figure, a paradox is a device for 
illuminating as with a sudden flash a neglected 
aspect of the subject or for clinching an argument 
with a memorable phrase. Some of the most in- 
structive examples in literature occur in the NT ; ® 
it is sufBcient to refer to Mt S'* 10** 18®, Jn 12“, 
2 Co 6®- On the other hand, ethical and spiritual 
principles may become paradoxes of perpetual fresh- 
ness because, while admitted as theoretically or 
ideally valid, they are never acted upon. 

(a) A paradox, as an apparent self-contradiction, may have 
almost any degree of signiScance and value, from a mere state- 
ment of antithetical or conflicting qualities conjoined in the 
same Instance up to n statement involving one or more of the 
ultimate ‘ antinomies’ of human thought. Atthe former extreme 
stands such a merely suggestive statement as that of Leslie 
Stephen, ‘While no man sets a higher value on truthfulness . . . 
than Johnson, no man could care less lor the foundations of 
roeculative truth ’ {Hist, of English Thought in the Eighteenth 
Century^, London, 1881, ii. 376), or that of J. S. Mill, ‘ The con- 
scious obllity to do without happiness gives the best prospect 
of realising such happiness as is attainable* (Httfifariantmifi, 
London, 1895, p. 23). At the other extreme we And that in 
certain ultimate problems we may have an apparent logical 
contradiction between two accepted principles or between con- 
clusions drawn rightly from premisses which have equal claim 
to objective validity.* The solution of such an antinomy, if 
solution is possible, consists la the discovery of a still more fun- 
damental principle embracing and harmonising the truths 
involved in the original antithetical propositions, which there- 
fore are shown to have been one-sided and partial statements 
(cf. art. Mean). The solution of the Kantian antinomies consists 
in showing that they are due to the tendency to view as abso- 
lutely true of thlngs-in-themselves principles which apply only 
to phenomena.® 

(o) By ‘ generally received belief ’ we mean the body of belief 
on a given subject held in a particular country or a particular 
age, or even by most men, always and everywhere. A. de 
Morgan {A Budget of Paradoxes, London, 1872, p. 4 ft.) observes 

1 Qur’fin, ii. 263ff. 

0 Liberty, Necessity, and Chance {English Works, ed. W. 
llolesworth London, 1839-46, v. 304). 

8 Cf. DCG li. 319, art. ‘ Paradox.’ 

* Cf. J. M. Baldwin, DPhP^, art. ‘ AnUnomy.’ 

8 Of. Kant, Critique of Pure Season, ‘Transcendental Dia- 
lectic,’ bk. ii. ch. 2 : E. Caird, The Critical PhUosophy of Eant, 
Glasgow, 1889, ii. 40 ff. 


that m every age of the world there has been an established 
system opposed from time to time by isolated and dissentient 
reformers. The established system has sometimes fallen slowlv 
and gradually ; it has been either upset by the rising influence 
of some one man or sapped by gradual change of opinion in the 
many. It must be admitted, however, as R. Whately {Rhetoric' 
London, 1846, pt. i. ch. iii. § 2) pointed out, that the fact of an 
opinion being 'generally received’ implies a pre-occupation of 
the ground which must hold good until suIBcient reason is 
adduced against it. To this extent there is a presumption s"ainst 
an^hing ‘ paradoxical’ The burden of proof lies with him who 
maintains it ; an unsupported paradox can claim no attention. 
‘ If a par^ox is false, it should be censured on that ground, 
not for being new ; if true, it is the more important for being a 
truth not generally admitted ’ {ib. p. 116). The history of science 
is partly the history of paradoxes becoming commonplaces«>e.g,| 
the motion of the earth, the possibility of the antipodes, the 
pressure of the atmosphere (as against the dogma, ‘Nature 
abhors a vacuum the circulation of the blood, the facts of hju- 
notism, the electneal phenomena produced by Oalvani's expen- 
menta. Contemporary science is enlarging indefinitely its 
conception of natural possibility ; and hitherto unsuspected and 
unknown phenomena have emerged in regions of reality which 
might have been supposed exhaustively explored— e.g., the 
constituent gases of the atmosphere. Hence extreme caution is 
needed in deciding whether on alleged phenomenon hitherto 
unknown is possible or not. We have then ‘paradoxes’ which, 
notwithstanding their opposition to prevalent opinions, or even 
because of that opposition, express truths more or less import- 
ant. But we have also paradoxical opinions, false or at least 
doubtful, imagined by their advocates in order to separate them- 
selves from the rest of men, through vanity, ignorance, or a 
spirit of contradiction. Many of the ‘paradoxes’ put forward 
in the history of mathematics, pure and applied, and discussed 
by de Morgan {op. eit.), are of the latter kind. 

Philosophers have for long disowned the author- 
ity of popular beliefs, even when wearing the im- 
posing name of common sense. The significance 
of Plato’s allegory of the cave* has a perpetual 
relevance from the point of view of speculative 
reason ; the ideals which seem, at the best, unreal 
are the fundamental realities; and the ‘ hard facta,’ 
when nothing else is seen, are of the nature of illu- 
sion. The source of the paradoxical character 
which speculative philosopny presents has its 
origin, in part, in tne opposition between unity 
and multiplicity. Reason aspires to unity, and 
seeks to unify the obvious multiplicity and variety 
of the facts of experience, which none the less 
persbb in their mutual differences and oppositions. 
The satisfaction of this speculative impulse requires 
more than analysis of the given facts it requires 
their co-ordination under a typB_ of higher unity 
given by pure reason. Involved in this is another 
source of paradox both in philosophical and in 
religious tnought. For finite thinkers the inter- 
pretation of experience, and its rational unification, 
lead in certain cases to antinomies (see above) due 
to the conMct of partial truths whose reconciling 
principle is not yet discerned. Those who embrace 
both sides of the apparent contradiction are some- 
times nearer the. whole truth than those who 
sacrifice comprehensiveness to a one-sided consis- 
tency, _ . 

Truth may be — perhaps even in the end must m 
— - paradoxical ; but not every paradox is true. A 
healthy intellect may welcome and defend a para- 
dox, not because it is contrary to current opinion, 
but because in spite of that it reveals an aspect 

Literature. — S ee references given In the course of the article. 

S. H. Mellone. 

PARAGUAY.— The Indians of Paraguay are of 
heterogeneous stock, by far, the most important ele- 
ment being the Guarani tribes of the Tupi-Guarani 
family. Most of these tribes have long been nom- 
inally Christianized, and it is only by , 

into the customs of the more remote peoples oi 



reliffion. An important addition 1 _ 

of the customs of the Indian tribes in timw past is 
DobrizhofFer’s Account of the AbiponM, which wm 
written in Latin in 1784 and translated into Engl^n 
by a daughter of Samuel Taylor Colendge m Ib-J. 

1 Rep. 616 - 617 . 
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Since tlien contributions regarding native religion 
have been scanty. 

1. Cosmogony, —The Guarani anciently held 
that in the beginning all nations "were separately 
created ‘just as they are now’ and distributed in 
their present territories. . When all other peoples 
had been formed, it occurred to the creator to 
make a Guarani man and woman, and, as he had 
already given away all the earth to the other 
nations, he ordered the carcara bird to tell them 
that for his part he was sorry that he had no more 
land to distribute, and commanded that the Guar- 
ani should always wander through the territory of 
other nations, killing all adult men, and adopting 
the women and children to augment their number. 
The Lengua of the Chaco believe that the creator 
is symbolized by a beetle which first made the 
material universe and then sent out from its hole 
in the earth a race of powerful supernatural beings 
who for a time ruled tne universe. Afterwards he 
formed man and woman, who were sent into the 
world joined together like the Siamese twins. 
These were persecuted by their powerful predeces- 
sors, and appealed to the creative beetle to free 
them from their tyranny. He separated them 
and gave them power to propagate their species so 
that they might become numerous enough to with- 
stand their enemies. The supernatural beings 
shortly afterwards became disemnodied and consti- 
tute tne race of spirits which torments mankind. 
After granting the request of the first progenitors 
of the race, the creative insect withdrew and left 
them to their own devices. It is remarkable that 
the Lengua Indians (who are cognate with the 
Guarani) should regard the beetle as the creative 
agency, as did the Egyptians, who employed it as 
the symbol of Ka, the creative god. The fact that 
this insect dwells in the earth and throws up ex- 
coriations of soil may account for the Paraguayan 
myth. The Lengua draw figures of the beetle on 
their gourde, as well ns those of the kilt/ikhama, 
or evil agencies, of whom they live in constant 
fear. 

2. The hereafter. — The Lengua Indians regard 
the soul as immortal. To them the_ hereafter 
^ischischi) is merely a 8hado^vy extension of this 
me — a continuation of the present in a disembodied 
condition, which they consider Avill be dull and 
featureless. , But they also believe that physical 
pain as well as physical pleasure Avill be absent from 
It. The shade of the departed (aphangak) closely 
resembles the man while alive. The clan and 
tribal life continue after death. On aAvaking to 
post-mortem conditions, the soul is dumbfounded, 
and for a month or so wanders about its village, 
until the funeral feast is held, after which it passes 
to the realms of the dead. As among other 
savages, the personal belongings and even the 
animals of the deceased are destroyed at his death, 
in order that they may prove useful to him in the 
after life. Certain of the Lengua Indians— and 
those the more intelligent — believe that the souls 
of the departed pass over in a north-westerly direc- 
tion to what. they term ‘the cities of the det^.’ 
Those cities are described as of largo size with 
brick-built houses and regular streets. W. Bar- 
brooke Grubb thinks that this points to an ancient 
Peruvian Incan connexion. Other Indians seem 
to hold the view that the dead inhabit a subter- 
ranean country — a view usually associated with or 
evolved from ideas connected with the custom of 
interment. 

3. The kilyikhama. — There are various classes 
of Jdlyikkaina, or evil spirits. There is a white 
kilyikhama who is supposed to be seen sailing over 
the waters of the river Chaco, and who is, perhaps, 
the most malimant of all. To protect themselves 
against him, the Indians wear a special head-dress 


m^_e of the feathers of a rare bird. A thieving 
spirit is regarded with some contempt. Hunting 
and agricultural kilvikkamas naturally e.xist ana 
must be placated. Perhaps the most terrific form 
is that met with in forests, of a gigantic height 
and ghastly leanness, and with eyeballs flaming 
like firebrands. To meet him is supposed to 
herald instant death. The great desire of a IHlyi- 
khama, according to the natives, is to obtain posses- 
sion of a human body into which he can materialize. 
Por a further account of Guarani beliefs see art. 
Brazil. 

Literattoe. — M. Dobrizhoffer, Account 0 / the Abipona, an 
Equetlrian People of Paraguap, tr. Sara Coleridge, S vols., 
London, 1822 ; W. B. Grubb, Among the Indians of the Para- 
guayan Chaco, do. 1004, An Unknown People in an Unknown 
Land, do. 101S. LEWIS SPENCE. 

PARASITISM. — ^When an organism lives in 
or on another of a diflerent kind, derives its sub- 
sistence from the living material, digested food, 
secretions, or other products of its host, is inex- 
tricably bound up irith its host or hosts in the 
continuance of itslife, and is rather injurious than 
beneficial in its influence, we call it a parasite. 
Parasitism is a relation of dependence — always 
nutritive, often more — between the parasite and 
the host, but the inter-relation takes so many 
forms that absolutely precise definition is impos- 
sible, and it is not easy to separate off parasitism 
from other vital associations. A living creature 
habitually growing on a plant is called an epiphyte ; 
it is not a parasite unless it gets its food in whole 
or in part irom its bearer, ns dodder and mistletoe 
do. A living creature growing on an animal is 
called epizoio, like a barnacle on a whale ; it is not 
a parasite unlessit gets its food in whole or in part 
from its bearer, as is the case with many ‘ fish- 
lice’ that are borne about by fishes. Symbiosis is 
a mutually beneficial internal partnership between 
two organisms of different kinds, such as is illus- 
trated by the unicellular Algte which live within 
Radiolanans, some polyps, and a few worms. 
Commensalism is a mutually beneficial external 
partnership between two organisms of different 
lands, such as is illustrated by some hermit-crabs 
which are always accompanied by sea-anemones. 
As parasites are occasionally of some use to their 
hosts, the difficulty of rigidly separating parasitism 
from symbiosis and commensalism is obvious. The 
unborn mammalian offspring within the womb of 
the mother is sometimes spoken of as though it 
were a parasite, but this is an unfortunate usage. 
Apart from the fact that the concept of parasitism 
is clearer when it is not applied to creatures of 
the same flesh and blood, it is the normal function 
of the mother to nourish and foster her unborn off- 
spring ; she is adapted to it as no host ever is to 
its parasite ; and, though the offspring is often a 
severe drain on the mother, there is good reason 
to believe that the benefit is not altogether one- 
sided. 

It is not the purpose of this article to enter into 
a general discussion of parasitism, but rather to 
suggest how it may be seen in its proper perspec- 
tive in our outlook on animate nature. First of 
all, however, a number of general facts must be 
briefly stated. 

(1) Most animals and most of the higher plants 
have their parasites, but some types, such as 
omnivorous animals, are much more abundantly 
parasitized than others. The dog has over forty 
parasites, and both man and the pig have more. 
One of the European oaks harbours no fewer than 
ninety -nine different kinds of gall-flies. In many 
cases the association of parasite and host is very 
specific, that is to say, many a parasite is known 
to occur in only one definite kind of host, and 
many hosts are unsusceptible to parasites not very 
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different from those which they harbour. There 
are, however, some very cosmopolitan parasites 
that occur in many hosts. 

(2) While the number of different kinds of para- 
sites is enormous, there are evidently some types 
of organization which are not compatible with a 
parasitic mode of life. Thus among backboned 
animals the only parasites are the hags (Myxinoids), 
and they are not thoroughgoing. There are very 
few parasitic Molluscs or Coelenterates, and there 
are no parasitic Echinoderms. Similarly, in the 
vegetable kingdom the great majority of parasites 
are members of the class of Fungi and relatively 
few are flowering plants. 

(3) There are many grades of parasites, from 
superficial ectoparasites, which often retain great 
activity, to intimate endoparasites, which some- 
times become almost part of their host. There are 
partial parasites, which retain independence dur- 
ing a portion of their life, and total parasites, 
which pass from host to host and are never 
free. 


of the host in response to the stimulus of the para- 
sites. Thus galls grow round about many parMites 
and sometimes restrict their injuriousness, and 
some kinds of pearls of fine quality are deposited 
in various bivalve molluscs around the larvte of 
parasitic flukes and tapeworms. 

(7) We are inclined to place by themselves cases 
like virulent bacteria {e.g., the plague bacillus) 
and virulent Protozoa {e.g., the trypanosome of 
sleeping-sickness), which are rapidly fatal when 
transferred to a new kind , of host, such as man, 
which has no constitutional defences against them. 
These microbes are not in any special way adapted 
to parasitic life ; they might as well be called pre- 
datory. Similarly, it does not seem to us ftat 
parasitism is well illustrated by cases like that of 
the ichneumon-larvffi which destroy so many cater- 
pillars. The larvse develop from eggs which the 
mother ichneumon-fly has laid in the caterpillar ; 
they feed on the tissues of the caterpillar and 
pass into a new phase of life after they have killed 
their host. It does not seem to matter much 


(4) Corresponding to the degree of the parasitism 
is the degeneration of the parasite, whicn is some- 
times witnessed in the individual lifetime — e.g., in 
many crustaceans where the young stages are free- 
living — and is sometimes inferred by comparing the 
parasite with related types. The retrogression 
affects especially the nervous, sensory, muscular, 
and alimentary systems. The reproductive system 
is often highly developed, and the multiplication 
very prolific, which may be associated with the 
fact that the parasite is often living without much 
exertion, with abundance of stimulating food at 
its disposal, and also with the fact that the chances 
of death are often enormous. The life-histories 
are frequently intricate and full of risks, and those 
types which varied in the direction of prolific re- 
production have survived. In a number of cases, 
such as the liver-fluke and some tapeworms, there 
is self-fertilization, or autogamy, which is of very 
rare occurrence among animals. 

(5) Thoroughgoing parasites are often very effec- 
tively adapted to the conditions of their life. 
Thus a tapewonn in the intestine of its host ab- 
sorbs food by the whole surface of its body ; it has 
muscular adhesive suckers and sometimes attaching 
hooks ; it can thrive with a minimum of oxygen ; 
it has a mysterious ‘ anti-body ’ which preserves it 
from being digested by its host ; and it is exceed- 
ingly prolific. 

(6) The effect of the parasite on the host is of 
course very varied. It may be quite trivial or even 
slightly beneficial ; it may mean the disablement 
and death of the host. Some parasitic worms give 
off toxic substances and some give rise to serious 
disturbance by straying from their usual habitat — 
e.g., by getting into the vermiform appendix. Of 
an unusual type is the life-history or the sturdy- 
worm of the sheep, which develops in the brain 
and spinal cord ; and still more remarkable are 
tliose parasitic crustaceans, such as Sacculina, 
which infest crabs and destroy the reproductive 
organs. The constitution of the castrated male 
crab is profoundly changed towards the female 
type, a small ovary may develop, the shape of the 
abdomen approximates to that of the female, and 
the protruding parasite is actually guarded by its 
bearer as if it were a bunch of eggs. In general it 
may be said that, unless the host be weakly and 
the parasites become very numerous, the effect of 
the parasite upon the host is relatively unimpor- 
tant, partly because of the defensive adaptability 
of the living organism, and partly because very 
aggressive parasites have probably eliminated 
themselves from time to time by killing their 
hosts, which it is not the parasites' interest to do. 
Occasionally there are strildng structural reactions 


whether a caterpillar is devoured from the inside or 
from the outside, and the ichneumon-larvse are as 
much beasts of prey as parasites. In any case, 
such instances illustrate tne difficulty already re- 
ferred to of defining off parasitism in a hard and 
fast way from some of the other vital inter-organ- 
ismal associations. Massart and Vandervelde, in 
their essay on Parasitism, Organic and Social, 
have distinguished nutritive, exploitary or pre- 
datory, and mimetic parasitism, and this exceed- 
ingly wide conception of the inter-relation has 
enabled them to suggest a series of very interest- 
ing parallels between parasitism in the realm of 
organisms and in human society. The ideal is 
plainly the replacement of parasitism by sym- 
biosis. 

The number of parasites is legion, and parasitism, 
though not usually obtrusive, is a common fact of 
life. To many minds it seems an ugly blot on the 
fine script of nature, aud its repulsiveness must be 
considered. To begin with, we must see parasit- 
ism in its most general setting. 

(a) In many cases, probably, it is initiated as 
one of the responses which living creatures make 
to environing limitations and difficulties. Indi- 
vidual organisms hard beset may try to survive 
within a larger organism which has swallowed 
them, or may discover in their searchings what is 
to them simply a new world — inside or upon the 
surface of another organism. When a parasitic 
relationship has been thoroughly established, it is 
no longer part of the struggle for existence, but 
the endeavours which led to its being initiated 
and perfected were ; and, though the parasitism 
may be spoken of as an evasion of the struggle for 
existence, it cannot be separated off from any 
other condition of safety and abundance which 


organisms may secure. , 

(6) We have already referred to the difficulty ot 
drawing a dividing line bet^yeen some parasitw 
and some symbions, and parasitism must be looked 
upon as an expression of the wide-spread tendency 
in animate nature to establish inter-relations 
between organisms, to link lives together, to weave 
a web of life. It may sometimes be repulsive, but 
it is to be seen as part of a complex systematization 
or correlation that has been evolved in the course 
of ages and is of great importance in the process oi 

natural selection. ,, 

(c) A third general fact is that parasites olten 
play a part as eliminative agents, and may worK 

towards conservation as well as wastefnlly. 

1 parasite enters or attacks a new kind of nos 
neither being in any way accustomed to the otiier 
-one of three things may happen : the 
nay die, being, for instance, digested, as oiren 
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happens with small nematode worms which are 
swallowed by man in carelessly prepared or 
imperfectly cooked food ; or the host may die, 
having no adaptive resistance to the intruder, 
as is very likely to happen when man is infected 
by the trypanosome of sleeping-sickness and is 
out of reach of medical aid; or the parasite and 
the host may establish a viable inter-relation. 
On the one hand, there is often wasteful elimina- 
tion of newcomers who come within the range 
of a parasite which does not do much harm to its 
wonted hosts, as when horses and cattle enter the 
tMtse fly belt in Africa and are killed off by the 
disease called ‘ nagana,’ or when an old population 
of men or animals has introduced into its midst a 
parasite to which they are physiolorically non- 
resistant : witness the dire effects of the introduc- 
tion of some microbic diseases, such as syphilis, 
among uncivilized peoples. On the other hand, 
parasites exert another kind of eliminating influ- 
ence which is apt to be overlooked, namely that 
they often kill off weakly individuals among their 
wonted hosts. It must be clearly understood that 
in an enormous number of cases the parasites do 
not greatly prejudice their hosts— a modus vivmdi 
has been established. The thousands of nematode 
worms in the food-canal of many a healthy grouse 
seem to be unimportant. But, if the host be of a 
weakly constitution or enfeebled by lack of food, 
the parasites hitherto trivial may get the upper 
hand and bring about the death of the host. In 
some cases, we submit, this sifting will _ tend 
to conserve racial health. Thus grouse-disease 
may be the nemesis of an antecedent toleration 
of weakly birds. Similarly it should be noticed 
that an exaggerated parasitic infestation not in- 
frequently occurring on or in organisms of which 
man has taken charge may be due to the removal 
of the cultivated plants or domesticated animals 
from localities where their parasites find some 
natural check, or may bo the result of over- 
feeding, over-crowding, and the like. Thus, to 
give one example, a scale insect of trees may be 
rare in natural conditions and very common 
under cultivation, the close setting of the trees 
favouring its increase. But this is man’s affair, 
not nature’s. 

Certain less important considerations may be 
briefly stated. 

(d) Some parasites are in part beneficial, and 
approximate to symbions. Thus there are beauti- 
ful infusorians in the stomach of herbivores like 
horse and cow, which seem to help in the_ breaking 
down of the food. Many external parasites assist 
in keeping the surface oi the body clean. 

(e) In not a few cases — c.p., among crustaceans — 
the parasitism is connected with the continuance of 
the race, for it is confined to tlie motlier-animals, 
the males and young females being free-living. _ 

{ f ) While many parasites exhibit degeneration 
and simply lie or float in the food afforded by the 
host, there are many others, such m trypanosomes 
in the blood, which live an exceedingly active life, 
exerting themselves as much as many a free-living 
creature. Moreover, the frequently passive adult 
stage may be preceded by a very energetic free- 
living juvenile stage. 

(ff) The moral and msthetio repulsion to a para- 
sitic mode of life is in part justified by the fact 
that the parasite may ceMe to do anything for 
itself, may become a passively^ absorbent mass of 
tissue, may lose by degeneration all that makes 
life worth living (nervous, sensory, and muscular 
functions), and may become positively ugly. But 
it should be remembered that there is reason to be 
repelled by the extremes in other modes of life — 
e.ff., by animals which kill much more than_ they 
can eat ; that parasites are not always sluggish or 


degenerate; and that their host is not to them 
what it is to us, but must often be simply a vast 
moving territory which admits of convenient 
exploitation. 

Literautke. — ^J. Massart and E. Vandervelds, Parxaxtism, 
Organic and Social, Eng', tr., Iiondon, 1895 ; P. J. van 
Beneden, Animal ParatiUt and ileisTnatefi, Eng. tr., do. 
1876 ; R. Leuckart, Parasiltt of itan, Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 
18S6; M. Braun, Animal ParatiUs ofllan, Eng. tr., London, 
1906 ; M. Braun and M. Lube, Mandhoo'k of Practical Para, 
titolopy, Eng. tr., do. 1010; E. Bmmpt, Pr/ctr d« parati- 
tologte, Paris, 1910; J. Arthur Thomson, The Wonder of Life, 
London, 10U. J. AkTHDR THOMSON. 

PARASNATH. — Parasniith is the name of a 
hill and sacred place of Jain pilgrimage, situated 
in the HaziiribSgh District of ChotA Nfigpur in the 
province of Bihar and Orissa ; lat. 23^ 58' N. ; 
long. 88° 8' E. The mountain consists of a central 
narrow ridge, with many rocky peaks, irregular in 
shape, but assuming the general configuration of a 
crescent, rising abruptly to the height of 4480 feeb 
It is one of the sacred places {jprl/ia) of the Jains, 
known to them as Sameta Sikhara, ‘conjoined 
peak,’ and ranking with their other sacred places, 
Satrunj aya, Gimfir, Cliandrapuri, and Piwfi. Here 
twenty of the Jinas are said to have attained nir- 
vana. It takes its name from FfirSvaniitha, the 
23rd tXrthakara, and was doubtless, according to 
the custom of the Jains, selected by them ns one of 
their holy places on account of its isolated situation, 
which commended itself to the retiring habits of 
the sect, and the beauty of the scenery. 

When we ascend about three miles from Madhu- 
ban, a sudden turn in the road brings the Jain 
temples into view. 

‘Seen from this point, three tiers ot temples rise one above 
the other, shoiving some fifteen shining white domes, each sur- 
mounted by bright brass pinnacles, and In the case of the 
Svetambara (the white-robed section) temples, by red snd 
yellow flags. The whole forms a dazzling white rosss of 
mssonry, set egninst the huge bulk of F5rasn5tb dark In 
shadow ’(Ktsley, In Statisticat Account of Bengal, xvt 218). 

There are three important temples, each consist- 
ing of an inner and an outer quadrangle, the outer 
bmlt like a cloister with cells for pilgrims and out- 
houses. Over the gate of the inner quadrangle is 
a musicians’ gallery, where flutes end drums are 
played at daybreak, 8 a.m., noon, and sunset. 
The rest of the inner enclosure is occupied by 
various shrines with foliated domes, containing 
images of the tirthaharas. On the summit of these 
domes the Svetambara sect erect a pole with a 
short cross-bar, surmounted by three brass knobs, 
and also fly a red or yellow flag to indicate that 
ParSvnn&tha is at home. No such symbol is used 
by the Digambara, or ‘ sky-clad,’ section. In recent 
times no European has been allowed to enter the 
temples ; but a visitor who examined them in 1827 
found the image of PiirSvan&tlia to represent the 
saint sitting naked in the attitude of meditation, 
his head shielded by the snake which is his special 
emblem. The whole mountain is covered with 
other shrines, which the pilgrim, at some risk to 
life and limb, must idsit. This rite is followed by 
adoration at the temple of PfirSvan5tha, and by 
the circuit {pradalcsina) of the holy site, involving 
a journey of about 30 miles, 

LmRATraE.— H. H. Risley, fn Statistical Account of Bengal, 
London, 1S77, xvf, 207 ff., in which older authorilieB are quoted ; 
J. D. Hooker, Bimalagan Journals, do. 1691, p. 1211. ; F. B. 
Bradley-Blrt, Chota Pagpore, do. 1903, p. 13711. ; IGI xlx. 409. 

W, Crooke. 

PARDON.— See Forgiveness. 

PARENTS.— See Children, Abandonment, 
Old Age. Family, 

PARIAH.— Pariah, properly Paraiyan, is the 
name of a low caste in S. India which has obtained 
some celebrity owing to its being considered typical 
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of the depressed castes in India. The mistaken 
use of the term ‘Pariah’ as being applicable to 
the whole body of the lowest castes, or even to 
out-castes, became generally known in Europe 
through P, Sonnerat’s Voyage. (Paris, 1782), G. T. F. 
Eaynal's Rist. des (tablissemcns et du commerce des 
Europiens dans les deux Indes (Geneva, 1780), and 
other French works of the last quarter of tlie 18th 
century. The natives of India never designate 
the low castes of other parts of the country as 
Pariahs, nor are the Paraiyans of the present day 
in Madras regarded as the lowest of the low. They 
constitute the great amcultnral labourer caste of 
the Tamil country, their number amounting to 
2,448,295, according to the last census (1911).; and 
they are not lacking in natural intelligence, as is 
shown by the fact that most of the domestic 
servants of Europeans in the Madras Presidencj 
are recruited from this caste. It is from them 
coming into contact with Europeans more habitu- 
ally than any similar caste that the name Pariah 
has been held to apply to low castes in general ; 
but there are several castes in the Tamil country 
lower than Pariahs — e.g., the caste of shoemakers. 
Moreover, all traditions represent the Pariahs or 
Paraiyans as a caste which has come down in the 
world, and they have retained some old privileges. 
Thus the lower village offices are, in the majority 
of Madras villages, hdd by persons of the Paraiyan 
caste. At the annual festival of the goddess of 
the Black Town of Madras a Paraiyan is chosen 
to represent the bridegroom of the goddess. The 
Paraiyans seem to be of Dravidian oririn, and 
their name is derived (according to R. Caldwell, 
A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian Lan~ 
guaae^, London, 189^ from the Tamil word^arat, 
‘a drum,* the Paraiyans being the class which 
furnishes the drummers, especially at festivals. 
Paraiyans bury their dead ; they do not bum them 
Uke most other Hindus. 

In the times of native rule in S. India the 
Pariahs used to be treated with great harshness. 
J. A. Dubois (in India from 1792 to 1823) ob- 
serves that the Pariahs 'are looked upon as slaves 
bv other castes. . . . Hardly anwhere are they 
allowed to cultivate the soil for their own benefit, 
but are obliged to hire themselves out to the other 
castes, who m return for a minimum wage exact 
the hardest tasks from them. Furthermore, their 
masters may beat them at pleasure. . . . They 
live in hopeless poverty, and the greater number 
lack sufficient means to procure even the coarsest 
clothing. They go about almost naked, or at best 
clothed in the most hideous rags. . . . The con- 
tempt and aversion with which the other castes — 
and particularly the Brahmins — regard these un- 
fortunate people are carried to such an excess that 
in many places their presence, or even their foot- 
prints, are considered sufficient to defile the whole 
neighbourhood. They are forbidden to cross a 
street in which Brahmins are living. . . . Any one 
who has been touched, whether inadvertently or 
purposely, by a Pariah is defiled by that single 
act, and may hold no communication with any 

f erson whatsoever until he has been purified by 
athing. ... It would be contamination to eat 
with any members of this class; to touch food 
prepared by them, or even to drink water which 
they have drawn ; to use an earthen vessel which 
they have held in their hands ; to set foot inside 
one of their houses, or to allow them to enter 
houses other than their own’ {Hindu Manners, 
Customs, and Ceremonies, ^ pp. 49-51). Though 
the use of the name Pariah is confined to the Tamil 
country in S. India, the depressed castes whose' touch 
causes pollution are, no duubt, a highly character- 
istic feature of the caste system all over India. 
Thus in Kashmir the Meglis, Dorns, and other low 


castes are still compelled as of old to reside out of 
the village. They have wells of their own, and must 
make a sign when they happen to meet Hindus of 
high caste, or entirely shun their presence. In the 
N. vV. Provinces a number of castes, such as the 
Dhobi, or washerman caste, the Eangrez, or dyer 
caste, and the Raysaz, or painter caste, are con- 
sidered untouchable — i.e., if a member of one of 
the castes included in this group touches a man of 
high caste, the latter is bound to wash liimself. 
The depressed races of GnjarSt used to wear a 
horn as their distinguishing mark. In the ancient 
caste system of Mann the most degraded out-castes 
were men called Chandalas. They were not 
allowed to live in villages and tows or to have 
any fixed abode. They could possess no other 
wealth than dogs and donkeys, the two most de- 
spicable animals, and had to eat their food from 
broken dishes, and to wear the garments of the 
dead. Their transactions had to be among them- 
selves only, and their marriages with their equals. 
The execution of criminals was assigned to them 
as their special function, and they were to be dis- 
tinguished by marks at the king’s command, 
such as branding on the forehead, so as to be 
recognizable from a distance. At the present day 
the name Chandal is throughout India used only 
in abuse, and Is' not acknowedged by any caste as 
its peculiar designation. There exists, however, 
in Eastern Bengal a non-Aryan caste, engaged for 
the most part in boating and cultivation, who are 
generally called Chandals. . At village festivals 
the Chandal is obliged to put off his Moes before 
he sits down in the assembly, and the ordinmy 
washermen and barbers decline to serve him. 
The Sadras, the serfs of Indian antiquity, were 
also a depressed race, of alien origin probably, and 
are still excluded from the privilege of wearing the 
sacred thread of the higher castes ; but they were 
at least allowed to enter the outer circles of the 
Aryan system, and include many highlylrespeotable 
castes nowadays. 

IiiTEiiiTOEB. — H. Ynle and A. C. Burnell, BoUon-Jobton, 
ed. W. Crooke, London, 1903, Census of India, ISll, Madras 
Report, |N.W. Provinces Report, and General Report; J. A. 
Dubois, Hindu Manners, Customs, and Ceremonies f, tr. fT. K. 
Beauchamp, Oxford, 1006; H. H. Risl^, The Tribes and 
Castes of Bengal, 2 vols., Calcutta, 1S91 ; The Laws of ilanu, 
tr. G. BiihJer, in SBE xxv. [1886). , J, JOLLY. 

PAROUSIA, — Parousiais the transliteration of 
a Greek noun (vopow/a) which has become a techni- 
cal term , in Christian eschatology {ERE v. 383*) 
for the second coming or the return of Jesus 
Christ. The Greek word meant both ‘ arrival | and 
•presence,’ and in the papyri it denotes especially 
the visit of an official or a monarch.* In neither 
sense does it occur in the Greek Bible as a religious 
term ; even the later Jewish writings hardly ever 
use it of God or of Messiah, preferring ivioKoirg 
when, they had occasion to speak of the Second 
Coming for judgment. The primitive Christians 
avoided imoKOTr-li,^ It occurs as a later variant in 
the eschatological text of 1 P 5® (the allusion in 
1 P 2*’ is probably not eschatological), but napovala 
was the favourite term for the reappearance of 
Christ at the end. Paul uses it once (2 Tb 2r) 
even of the appearance of Christ’s supernatural 
rival— so fixed had the eschatological sense of the 
word become (cf. the epistle of the churches of 
Lyons and Vienne [Eus. HE v. 1. 5]). Yet it is 
absent from the pages of the most eschatological 
book in the NT, the Apocalypse of John, and it 


1 Cf. O. MilHgan, St. Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians, 
London, 1903, pp. 145-148. 

sAb a rule. There were exceptions, however; BoIjKrara 
(Eus. BE V. 24), e.g., writes that ifelito of Sardis lies waiqne 
for the visitation from heaven ’ (ttjv ort riv totoicetn^}, 

possibly with a slight plaj- on the term ieioeoeor. sit h&s jusi 
used jropovtn'o in the same cschstolojlcal sense. 
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appears vrithin the Gospels only in Matthew’s ver- 
sion of the small apocalypse (Mt 24*- s’- ^), where 
it denotes the final catastrophe at the return of the 
Son of Man. Paul's employment of it (cf. EME 
V. 386) appears to have popularized it in the Christ- 
ian vocabulary, however. The term ?Xeuir«s never 
flourished in this connexion (cf. Iren. i. 10 ; Acta 
Thomas, 28) ; vapovala became more and more the 
technical religious word for the Second Coming. 

■ The early Christian use of the Second Coming 
differed from the Jemsh in two respects : it was 
applied to Christ, not to God,’ and it was ' second ’ 
as opposed to the ‘ first’ coming at the Incarnation, 
whereas for Judaism the ' first ' coming meant the 
creation of the world.* On the lips of the Greek- 
speaking Christians in the - pnmitive Church 
rapovala was almost exclusively applied to the 
return of Christ in glory, in order to complete the 
Messianic work and usher in the Final Jud^ent. 
But by the time of Ignatius (cf. Phil. 9) it was 
being used of the first coming * of the Lord at the 
Incarnation (cf. Clem. Alex. Strom, i. 6, etc.), and 
half a centuiw later Justin Martyr explicitly men- 
tions the two Parousias, in the past and in the future 
[Dial. 14, 40, 49, Apol. i. 62, etc.). The more 
general sense of irapova-la, as equivalent to the 
presence of God in life, was not forgotten, how- 
ever, and the twofold sense of the term from this 
point of view may be illustrated from the 2nd 
(3rd ?) cent. Epistle to Diognettts (7) : 

' ‘He [God] will send him [Christ] in Judgment, ond who shall 
endure hie presence [a remlniseence of ifal S!>] ? . , . You see 
them [Christians] thrown to the wild beasts, that they may 
deny their Lord, and yet not overcome. Do you not see that 
the more of them are punished, as many others abound? This 
does not look like human work ; It is God's power, proofs of His 
presence.' . 

Here the eschatological sense of ropowrio is at once 
followed by the usage of the term as an equivalent 
for the divine presence f God’s presence is visibly 
shown in the heroic endurance of the martyrs, and 
the end is to brinf] a judgment which is Christ’s 
Topowla, dr visitation. 

The latter conviction was enshrined in the creeds 
and confessions, but its influence on life varied. 
History shows how the relative position of the 
eschatological hope (cf. EBE v. 387 ff.), which 
either receded or assumed special prominence from 
time to time, helped to accentuate the present or 
the future aspect of the divine Parousia in the 
theology of the later Church. The influence of the 
Fourth Gospel, accelerated by the emphasis upon 
the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist or in the 
heart of the individual believer, laid stress upon 
the conception of the Paronsia as the immanent 
presence of the divine being ; both the sacra- 
mental and the mystical phases of doctrine, which 
often combine, forwarded this tendency. On the 
other hand, from Montanism [g.v.) onwards (cf. 
ERE V. 317 ff.), throughout the histoiy of the 
Church there has been a succession of more or less 
eccentric (cf. EBE i.-177*, iii. 781) outbursts of 
the eschatolomcal belief in an imminent Parousia 
of Christ, which have generally fixed the end 
within their own generation,* arguing as a rule 
from Biblical passages (see Eschatology, § 15), 
literally interpreted.® 

l^B unusual expression In 2 P 81® (ttjv vapovcriar rijt tov 
is not an exception. 

* xxxu. 1, where God says to Adam ns he is 

expelled from paradise: 'Earth thou art and into the earth 
1 take thee thou shalt go, and I will not ruin thee, but 
senu thee whence I took thee. Then I con again take thee at 
my second cominm’ 

j Origen, in de Prineip. iv. 6, uses p 'Ino-ov etriSijM'a* 

, It used to be thought that mediceval Europe was shaken by 
teiror at the approach of the year 1000 j.p., as though the end 
01 the world were at hand. The so-called eridence for this Idea 
^s been completely disproved (cf. R. Flint, The Philosophy of 
Edinburgh, 1893, i. 101). 

J of Grace (London, 1901), p. 2, J. Words- 

worth declnres that one of the delights offer^ by the study of 


^ An eloquent, danng expression of this faith will bo found in 
George Oiinilan’s peroration to his Bards of the Pible P Edln- 
burgh, 1852, p. S3B f.), where he declares that the immediate 
advent of Christ, God’s Son, is the only hope for the preserva- 
tion of the Bible, God's Word. * Wo are fast approaAing the 
position of the Grecians on the plains of Troy. Onr enemies 
are pressing us hard on the field, or from the Ida of the ideal 
philosophy throwing out incessant volleys. There are discus- 
sions, distrust, disaffection among ourselves. Our standard 
still floats intact, hut our standard-bearers are fainting. 
Meanwhile our Achilles is retired from us. But Just as when 
the Grecian distress deepened to its darkest, when Patroclus 
the forerunner ” .had fallen, when men and gods had driven 
them to the very verge of the sea, Achilles knew his time was 
come, started up, sent before him his terrible voice, and his 
more terrible eye, and turned straightway the tide of battle ; 
so do we expect that our increasing dangers and multiplying 
foes, that the thousand-fold might that seems rushing on us, la 
a token that aid is coming, and that our Achilles shall “nomore 
be silent but speak out," shall lift his “bow, his thunder, his 
almighty arm ’’ — “ shall take unto him his great power and 
reign.”* 

'The term naturally enters even into modem 
relirfqiis speculations which attempt to reconcile 
the Biblical language of the eschatological sections 
in the NT with the course of history and the 
present situation. These (of. the literature quoted 
m BDB iii. 674-680 ; S. D. F. Salmond, The Christ- 
ian Doctrine of Immortality*, Edinburgh, 1901, 
p. 244 f.) either define the Parousia as having 
occurred at Pentecost or the fall of Jerusalem or 
identify it not with any event in the past or the 
future, but with the general dispensation of the 
divine presence among men. 

Litzbaturs. — ^I n addition to the references in the article, 
the following studies may be noted : W. P, L.yon, in J. Eitto’s 
Cyelopceiia of Biblical £ilerotur<3, Edinburgh, 1870,1. 76-77; 
H. T. Grierson, in BxpT xix. [lOori IBS f. > K. W. Worslcy, 
The Apocalypse of Jesus, London, 1912, pp. 142-167; J. Agar 
Beet, The Last Things, do. 1918 ; J. Davidson, The Second 
Coming, do. 1913; R. W. B. Moore, The Peamess of our 
Lord's Return, do. 1918; G. E. HtU, Apocalyptic Problems, 

do. 1910. James Moffatt. 

PARRICIDE.— See Chimes and Punishments. 

PARSIISM IN JUDAISM.— The relation 
between Parsiism and Judaism has been the 
subject of investigation and acute controversy for 
at least fifty years. The date of compUation of 
the most important Avesta documents is more 
uncertain than that assumed by so-called higher 
criticism for the documents of the Bible. Much 
depends upon this aspect of dates ; for, if it can be 
shoAvn, as IS the conviction of the present •writer, 
that the Jeivish records are much older than the 
Avestan or Mazdeean documents, especially those 
containing similar practices and belieis, then there 
can he no longer a question of Persian influence on 
the Judaism of the Bible, and that of the post- 
Biblical period, till long after the final dispersion, 
could Btul he the object of investigation. On 
these points scholars are most sharply divided. 
Yet it IS obvious that from the time of Cyrus down 
to Alexander, when the Achcemenian kings ruled 
over Palestine, nothing positive is known of the 
existence of Zoroastrianism and its doctrines and 
practices. And, even if that form of Zoroastrianism 
had already been evolved which we find in the 
time of the Arsacids (Parthians), more is required 
than a mere exercise of suzerain distant power so 
to influence the faith of the people as to introduce 
new conceptions of life and death, a new eschato- 
logy, and even new laws of purity and defilement 
in'daily life, especially when one nation possessed 
a sacred book and the others had none as yet. 
Such changes are the result of long, intimate 
intercourse between the followers of_ different 
religions, during which sufficient appreciation has 
been gained of the merits of such aoctriues as to 
allow the one religious body access to the inner 

Ohureh History is ' delight in the vision which it opens to ns of 
the second coming ot the Lord, and of His reign in truth and 
peace.' 
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sanctuary of the life of the other. Nothing of the 
kind has happened in Palestine. No Persian 
followers of Zoroastrianism lived in compact 
masses in Palestine, nor is there any trace of 
intimate intercourse between the Jewish doctors 
and the Persian mobeds. The reverse, however, 
has happened in Pei-sia and Media. The whole 
ancient Babylonian empire was honeycombed with 
Jewish settlements. Tliey spread from the 
northern frontier of Palestine to the northern 
frontier of India and possibly beyond, as far as 
China. They lived there for centuries together, 
before and during the Achmmenian period, down 
to the end of the Sasanian period and the Arab 
conquest — do^vn to this very day. Tlie possibilities 
are much greater, therefore, that Jewish'inlluences 
Avhich permeated the inhabitants of these countries 
should have contributed to the evolution of the 
new faith propounded by Zoroaster. It is eiTone. 
ous to imagine that the Jews did not develop an 
intense missionary activity among the nations 
with which they came into contact. The reverse 
is the case. They also lived in compact masses and 
preserved the knowledge of Hebrew, and still more 
of the Aramaic tongue, down to the 10th cent, and 
later. The question of the date of the Avesta, 
however, has still to be settled. The legend of 
the burning by Alexander of the Zoroastrian 
sacred books stands in contrast wth the fact that 
Alexander burned neither the sacred books of the 
J ews and Samaritans nor those of the Tyrians or 
the Egyptians. The collection and piecing together 
of the old fragments in the time of the Arsacids 
m&y refer to the literary collection of the Gathas 
and the publication of the Avesta by the Magi, the 
priests and the exclusive .exponents of the new 
faith. As Darraesteter has show in his intro* 
duction to the Avesta {SBE iv.* [1895] p. Iviitf.), 
undoubted traces of the Pentateuch in form and 
contents are to be seen in the Avesta. 

Not even after that period (t.e. from the middle 
of the 3rd cent, to the destruction of the Temple) 
has there been so intimate a convivium, or even a 
political unity, between the Palestinian and the 
Parthian kingdoms as to allow for intense influence 
of Zoroastrianism on the Jews of Palestine. The 
Jews were separated even more than before from 
the kingdom across the Euphrates. They gravi- 
tated towards Egypt. The only country in which 
Jews were brought into close contact uuth Zoroas- 
trianism, in a geographical sense, was ancient 
Babylon with its teeming Jewish population ; bat 
it would bo a mistake to imagine that the Jews of 
Babylon exercised any appreciable influence upon 
the shaping of the Jewish beliefs and practices 
which had their centre in Palestine and found 
ewression in the literature of the time. The 
affinities between the two, however, as well as the 
possible relation between Parsiism and the post- 
Biblical and Talmudic literature, would still be 
worth examining. 

The extent of the Aramaic influence is best seen 
in that extraordinary bilingual Pahlavi literature 
in which the text is written in Aramaic and read 
in Persian, No doubt those who wrote it first read 
it also in the language in which it was written, 
viz. Aramaic, but then it was read by the Persian 
Magi in the language of the Avesta. The pre- 
dominant influence, therefore, in Babylon was 
that of the Aramaic-speaking population, among 
them the Jews. 

Three periods have to be distinguished in which 
Parsiism might have influenced Judaism and vice 
versa, viz. Achaemenian, Arsacid, and Sasanian, 
corre^ondlng roughly to the Biblical, post-Biblical, 
and Talmudic periods. In these, references Avill 
have to be made to the eschatology, angelology, 
and demonology. Before entering upon this 


investigation, it is necessary to establish a fact of 
fundamental importance. The views and beliefs 
found scattered through the post-Biblical literature 
do not form any essential part of Judaism, nor 
have they any dogmatic value, except the mere 
vague mention of the existence of angels, immor- 
tality and resurrection, and punishment and guilt, 
as abstract theories only, without any detail or 
any concrete shape and form. These are Midiashim 
— legendary embellishmentsof no bindingcharacter. 
The descriptions, e.g,, of a heavenly hierarchy or of 
the divisions of Gehinnom are left to individual 
believers, just like so many other eschatological 
legends found in theKabbinical literature. Judaism 
as a faith lays no stress upon them. They are part 
of the religious folk-lore and no more. But even 
among this Midrashio matter we must seek for 
traces of Parsi theories which may have influenced 
the Judaism of Palestine in the first place. 

(1) Achfemenian. — As already remarked, the 
existence of the Parsi dnalistic faith with its 
celestial hierarchy, its hell, the drvjs and divs, and 
all the other ceremonial, lustral and sacrificial 
details, worship of fire, etc., cannot be traced 
positivelj' as far back as the Achremenian rule and 
the time of Cyrus and Darius. No trace of tliis 
teaching can be found explicitly in the books of 
the OT (the allusion in Is 45’ to God as creator of 
light and darkness cannot be strained to express a 
view polemical to Zoroastrian dualism; it rests 
purely on the beginning of Genesis). Nor have 
traces of immortality been found corresponding to 
those of Zoroastrianism. This belief in immor- 
tality in Judaism has not yet been sufficiently 
elucidated (see below). 

We can now follow up a systematic development 
of angelology and divine hierarchy in Ezk and 
especialh’’ in Dn .8'* 9” 10'®*’’ 12“", to which may 
be added 1 K 22'®, Is 6"’-, Ps 89» 103“. None of these 
shows the slightest similarity to the Zoroastrian 
hierarchy, to the Amesha Spentas (which are mere 
shadows), or even to the Fravashis— all probably 
ancient natural gods reduced to ghosts, whilst the 
angel in the Jewish literature is conceived as a 
concrete being. In the introduction to Job Satan 
differs fundamentally from the Zoroastrian Angra 
Mainyu with his hosts of drujs and his hell. Ihe 
attempts made to find in Proverbs and the Psalter 
reflexes of Zoroastrian influence and the theory of 
creative ‘Wisdom’’ have been shown not to be 
well-founded. 

(2) Arsacid. — More important is the period of 
the Arsacids from c. 260 B.C. to A.D. 260, tne period 
of the Apocrypha and the_ Pseudepigrapha, as well 
as the NT writings. During this whole period of 
close on 500 years, except for a few years of 
Parthian domination, the Jews oi Palestine had 
practically no communication with the Parthian 
nngdom and with the Zoroastrian fire-worshipper^ 
Yet the Jewish literature contains a fnlly-devrioped 
angelology, demonology, and eschatology. Them 
ore, no doubt, various points of contact, especially 
in the last-named, with Parsiism, but a careful 
examination reveals the fact that the similarity is 
only in general principles and beliefs, and, if we 
descend to details, the differences are as numerous 
os they are profound. Tobit shows exactly how 
different the product is under Zoroastrian influence. 
This book was written in the Parthian kmgdom, 
among the ten tribes. Bbagm, the centre of that 
worship, is mentioned ; the danger which loon 
incurs when burying the dead is understood only 
when one remembers the Zoroastrian horror o 
burial. The angel Baphael acts like a Fravaslii, 

but his name is a typological and symbojical Hebrew 
name. The demon who possesses Sarah is Ashmedai, 

1 T. K. Cheyne, in Semitic Studies in ilemary of Sr- A 
Kohut, p. lllfl. 
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not Angra Mainyn, a Bimple div, Aeshmadaeva.^ 
There is no further reference to any of these 
incidents in the other apocryphal and pseudepi- 
grnphical literature. The heavens through which 
Enoch, Moses, Baruch, and Isaiah pass as well as 
that of the heavenly halls, Hehaloth, differ in every 
detail from the Zoroastrian heaven, and not one of 
the Amesha Spentas or Fravashis is mentioned by 
name. All the names are pure Hebrew. 

The heavenly economj^ is bnilt up on a different 
basis. It is the astrological, with the fundamental 
principle of seven — seven heavens, seven angels, 
seven planets. 

Herein lies the key to the explanation of the 
relation between Judaism and Parsiism, especially 
at the time when Babylonian beliefs and traditions 
were still all-powerful. The Babylonian system 
of mythology has, unfortunately, not been pre- 
served in the cuneiform literature as a definite 
system. Eveiything seems to be in a fluid state, 
and the true relation between the manifold divinities 
is rather vague and subject to local influences. 
Out of the mass of gods, however, a heavenly 
hierarchy could easily have become crystallized 
under the^revalent astrological influences. Some 
of the ancient minor gods could have been turned 
into no less vague Amesha Spentas to correspond 
to the more pronounced Jewish angels. It is 
Judaism that works up the Babylonian material 
and makes it acceptable in a more concrete form to 
the founders and shapers of Zoroastrianism also. 
This agrees with the tradition recorded in the 
Kabbinical writings (Jer. Jidsk jBashdnah, i. 4; 
Gen. Itahbah, 48), that the names, not the principle, 
of the angels had been brought from Babylon and 
not from Persia. Even Metatron, who has been 
compared with Mithra, cannot be identified with 
the latter either philologically or functionally. 
There is no resemblance whatever to Mithra in the 
position assigned to Metatron in Jeunsh mysticism, 
where ho is the substitute for Enoch. The direct 
mediator between God and man, he stands near 
the throne of God, and it is therefore likely that 
we have here a hybrid combination of the name 
Mithra with a Greek work like utrappivof, due to 
popular etjunology ; in any case he is neither the 
counteroart of Mithra nor derived from him. 

The demonology of the Apocrypha and Pseudepi- 
grapha is still mrther away from that of the 
Avesta, Satan is not like Angra Mainyu in any 
detail. There is no real dualism to be found — 
no conscious rebellious and antagonistic power 
opposed directly and independently to the other 
power, almost equal in strength, which will have 
to be broken at the end of days to ensure the final 
decisive victory of the good over the evil principle. 
This point must be retained, for it is the only 
really characteristic principle of Parsiism, although 
it is not at all improbable, as H. Gunkel,’ W. 
Bousset,* and others have shown, that it goes 
back to the ancient Babylonian dragon myth, 
which, as such, and not Jn the Zoroastrian form, 
reappears in some allusions in the OT, especially 
the dragon in Revelation. The diialistic concep- 
tion appears more pronounced in the Gnostic,_and 
more definite still in the Maniohrean doctrines. 
But not a trace of it can be found in the ancient 
Jewish literature of the period under consideration. 
The Jewish demonology resembles the Babylonian 
more closely. The names of evil spirits are 
Shiddim and Lilith. There is no opposition to 
God, only the desire of hurting man because of his 
innate wickedness and because of sin. Satan is 
originally an angel who has fallen from heaven, 

1 n the term ‘ Ashmcdol’ Is the primitive form, then we have 
here a late form, just ns it occurs in the Talmud, or this late 
form may be due to a late copyist. 

- Irracl und Cabylonien, Gottinpcn, 1903. 

• Rel. des Judentums-, Berlin, 1906. 


and the evil spirits are also angels who have 
followed their leader. Pride caused their downfall 
— a rash act of disobedience — and nowhere are 
they considered as in real opposition to God. In 
the NT teaching the power of Satan is broken by 
the Messiah. ■ 

In the Jewish eschatology the fundamental 
principle is the immortality of the soul and then 
the economy of the world. Various references in 
the OT show that the belief in the life of the soul 
after its departure from this world was knomi 
from ancient times. The references to Sheol, 
however shadowy they may be, suffice to prove it. 
The researches of N. Soderblom * and E. BCklen * 
have shown how slight the similarity is between 
Parsiism and Judaism even in those points where 
the greatest affinity apparently exists. Except 
for a few details, which may have been taken over 
directly by one from the other, in all important 
points there is profound divergence of view. The 
very nature of a hell inhabited by dnys — a cold, 
dark abode without hope of salvation— differs in 
every detail from the Jewish popular conception of 
a hell filled with fire and bnmstone ; and the 
divisions of hell, the names of the evil spirits, etc., 
have no similarity. Here the present writer 
ventures to point not only to Babylonian beliefs, 
which seem to be the direct source for the Zoroas- 
trian hell in the Avestan ■ivritings, and to some 
extent for the old Jewish conceptions of Sheol, but 
also to what has not hitherto been considered in 
that connexion, viz. the fully-developed Egyptian 
eschatology with its beliefs in life after death, 
accompanying gods (or spirits, or angels), the 
judgment of the soul after death, and the final 
decision os to salvation and perdition. It was 
this fatal decision that eve^ worshipper of Osiris 
wished to escape, and this is the ultimate source 
of so many ceremonies and practices, and even 
religions movements — the desire to avoid complete 
annihilation after death and to obtain guarantees 
in this life of everlasting solvation, the salvation 
after death from hell and destruction, from punish- 
ment an^urgatory, which is the secret teaching 
of many Greek mysteries, Orphic, Ophite, etc. (see 
G. Anrich, Das antike Mysterienwesen, Gottingen, 
1893 ; W. Bousset, Bauptprobleme der Gnosis, do. 
1907). 

How much of this is J ewish, how much Egyptian, 
how much can be traced to_ Thracian W. Asiatic 
traditions anterior to Parsiism, has not yet been 
decided, though the investigations are moving in 
that direction. Mention may be made here also 
of the Sibylline literature akin to the Jewish 
Apocalyptic and yet independent of Zoroastrian 
influences. It is remarkable, however, that these 
notions appear in Jndiea after Alexander, and 
practically for the first time in the apocryphal 
literature shortly before the Christian era. There 
is now one factor, the importance of which cannot 
be gainsaid, which the present w’riter is able to 
add, as he believes, more fully, for the first time — 
the Samaritan angelology, demonology, and 
eschatology. The information hitherto nos been 
BO scanty that it is not to be wondered at that 
scholars from A. Reland_ downwards have gone 
totally astray on the subject. By the aid of the 
material in the present writer’s possession, it can 
be stated that the Samaritans and Jews agree 
most closely in all essentials. The Samaritans 
believe in angels, even mentioning some by name : 
at the birth of Moses angels surround the place 
and sing hymns, very much as the angels did at the 
birth of Jesus ; Balaam worships seven angels who 
preside over the phenomena of nature, like the 

1 in Viefutiiri (faprlt le Sfazdiismr. 

s Die Vencandltcha/l der judisch-ehrUtl. mil drr parslseJk, 
Eaehatologie. 


640 


PABSIS 


angels in Enocli ; the angels meet Moses before his 
death. The Samaritans know also of the evil 
influences of wizards and demons {shedim of the 
Pentateuch). 

Still more interesting is their eschatology. 
Gaster’s Codd. 872 and 1156, especially the latter, 
contain an elaborate description of the fate of 
the soul after death, of paradise and Gehinnom, of 
the joys of the former and the lire and brimstone in 
the latter, of the resurrection of the dead, of the 
Day of Judgment, of punishment and reward, and 
of the advent of the Tabeb (Messiah), who plays 
as colourless a part as the Messiah in the Test, of 
Twelve Patriarchs and in the Apoc. Baruch. We 
are moving here in the same atmosphere as were 
the contemporaries of the Second Temple and the 
beginnings of Christianity. The source of these 
beliefs must be sought in Palestine and in the 
beliefs then shared by Jews, Samaritans, and 
Judaizing mystics. At that time there was no 
connexion between the Jews in Palestine and the 
Parthian kingdom, and it cannot be emphasized 
too strongly that the body of practices and beliefs 
which Jews and Samaritans held in common are 
very ancient. They go back to a primitive 
common source. Neither Jew nor Samaritan has 
borrowed consciously from the other. Egyptian 
and other heathen mysteries may have contributed 
to fMhion older beliefs of a Judmo-Babylonian 
origin. We are dealing, of course, primarily with 
those beliefs which areheld by all the Jews. Local 
influences have produced some particular beliefs 
and practices, but these cannot be put doivn as 
Jewish in the ivider sense of the word. This 
refers especially to the third orSasanian period, 
when there was close contact in Babylon between i 
Jews and the Zendiks, or Magi, as they were then i 
called. 

(3) Sasanian. — Zoroastrianism, as soon as it 
became the State relimon and enjoyed the special 
support of the kings, hecame as intolerant as every 
victorious Church has been. The Parthian kings 
were very tolerant. Greek and Mithraic cults 
flourished side by side with Jewish worship and 
Buddhist faith. Not so the first Sasanian king, 
Ardashir, who succeeded in ousting the Parthians 
and founded a new dynasty thoroughly and fanati- 
cally devoted to Zoroastrianism. A period of 
persecution began against ■ the numerous Jeivish 
population in Babylon, to be followed soon by a 
similar fanatical outbreak against Christians and 
Manichseans — in fact, against every heterodox 
'^vorship. The relation, however, became gradually 
less strained until the Arab conquest, put an end 
to Zoroastrianism. Traces of the conflict and of 
the relaxation of persecution are found in the 
Talmud.* 

Friendly relations existed between Shabur 
(Saporas) tbe king and- Jewish sages like Samuel, 
ana during that period many old Persian (Pahlavi) 
words entered the popular language of the Jews in 
Babylon.® In the popular development of angelo- 
logy and demonology some traits borrowed from 
Zoroastrianism have been added to the more 
primitive conceptions of the angels and demons, of 
their attributes of good _ and evil. Ashmedai 
becomes the king, and Lilith the queen, of the 
male and female demons. Many legends connected 
>vith life and death have been more embellished in 
conformity with Zoroastrian popular beliefs, but 
nothing fundamental has been added to those 
notions found in older literature, and even here it 
is difficult to distinguish how much of it is origin- 
ally Babylonian or known to us only from the 
Zoroastrian counterpart. Extreme views have 

1 See H. Graetz, Gesch. der Jxiden, Leipzig, 186&-7S, iv, 201 f., 
tr., London, 1891-92, ii. 629 

9 Aruk, iSashalerrif ed. A. Kohut, Vienna, 1878-92, 


been expressed by 0. H. Schorr* on the dependence 
of Talmudic practices, but most of them have 
since been discarded and the rest greatly modi- 
fied by the researches of Kohut, Darmesteter, and 
others. What influence Zoroastrian literature may 
have had on Jewish legendary literature, such as 
the Targum of Esther, and other Haggadio stories, 
like the Nimrod legend, must be the subject 
of special investigations on the part of students. 
Possibly through Gnostic mediation, a more 
marked dualism is noticeable in those mystical 
ideas which found their fullMt expression in the 
Zoharistic literature (see ZdHAR). On the relimous 
side, however, with but few exceptions, the Jews 
preserved their oripnal independence. Though 
willing to adopt and assimilate collateral details 
and .embellish their primitive creations -with 
elements borrowed from elseivhere, they did not 
owe anything vital to Parsiism and Zoroastrianism. 
Indeed, the contrary can be asserted with more 
plausibility. ■ Principles which are common to the 
whole of Jewry, held also by the Samaritan and 
found in the oldest Apocrypha, may have been 
communicated to the nascent faith of Zoroaster 
and have contributed to lift the latter to the higher 
position of a modified monotheism, far above the 
polytheism of India and Babylon or Greece and 
Egypt. The historical and geographical evidence 
points in that direction. 

See also Jews in Zoroastrianism. 

Litbeatcrk. — I n addition to the Avesta, Fr. and Ene. tr. bjr 
J. Darmesteter, and the other Pahlavi texts translated princi- 
pally by E. W. West and M. Hang. SBB v. (18S0), xvUl. [1832], 
xxiv. [1885], xxxvii. [1892], xlvil. [1897], the following are tlio 
most Important puhlications bearing on the relation between 
Parsiism and Judaism : A Kohnt, l/ber die jiidUehe Anijelo- 
logie und Damtmolone «n Hirer Ahhdngigieit tom Pariismus, 
Leipzig, 1860 (see bibliography of his Persian writings on 
Parsiism in the Kohut Memorial Volume, also ‘Memoir of Dr. 
Alexander Kohut’s Literary Activity,’ bv bis son, in ProeeMingi 
of the Fourth Biennial Convention of the Jewieh Theplogieal 
Seminarv Aesociation, New York, 1894, reprinted in TribtUee fe 
the Meinory of Rev. Dr. Alexander Kohut, do. 1891, pp. 4?-C4) I 
T. K. Cheyne, ‘ Itook of Psalms, its Origin, and its Relation to 
Zoroastrianism,’ In Semitic Studies in ilemory of Rev. Dr. 
Alexander Kohut, Berlinil897 ; N. S6derblom, Res Fravathis, 
Paris, 1899; E. Stave, Uler den Einfluss des Parsitmvs auf 
das Judentum, Haarlem, 1893 ; M. riiigel. The ZenUAvesta 
and Eastern Religions, Baltimore, 1898; N. Soderblom, Lfl 
Vie future d'aprls It JlazdiHsme, Angers, 1901 ; E. BBklen, 
Die Verwandtschaft der judischAirisUtehen mit der parsischm 
Eschatologie, Gottingen, 1902 ; F. Cumont, The htysUrus of 
Aliihra, tr. T. J. McCormack, Chicago, 1903; L. H. Mills, 
Zarathushtra and the Greeks, do. 1905, Zarathushtra, Philo, 
the Achcemenids and Israel^do. 1906, Avesta Esehalcmycm^ 
pared vnth the Books' of Daniet and Revelation, do. 1903 ; 
M. N. Dhalla, Zoroastrian Theology, New York, 1914. 

M. Gasteb, 

PARSIS ‘Parsi’ is derived from Pars, which 

is identified with the modem Pars, one of the pro- 
vinces of the ancient Pdrsa, the Persis of the 
Greeks. It is the name under which the Peman 
Zoroastrians, who landed on the shores of Gujardt 
in tbe 8th cent. A.D., are known. No trace is left 
of the different bodies of Persian settlers who are 
supposed to have come to other parts of India. 
The refugees were successively called by European 
travellers Parseos, Perseos, Persecs, Parsecs, Par^, 
etc. The Parsis are still found in GujarAt (Bombay 
Presidency), and the largest population is m the 
city of Bombay. , . t 

1. Statistics. — ^It is extremely difficult to form 
an approximate notion of the number of the P***®* 
population under the different rulers of Gujarat 
Hmdus, Muhammadans, Portuguese, MaratUM. 
The numbers of the first immigrants aro totauy 
unknown, and the later estimates of European 
travellers, based on personal or second-hand evi- 
dence, are most uncertain, so that there is no need 
to record them. From the history of the refugees 
themselves we can derive more useful 
When they landed in India, it is probable tliat tiiey 
were not very numerous ; for, if they had oeen, 

1 Be-Baluf, i.-iiL, Lemberg, 1852-60, iv., BresUu, 1859 
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seeing that they came from Hormuz and K&thi&- 
■wdr By sea, it would have required a large fleet 
to convey them. But, being of a prolific race, 
they increased rapidly, and, after spreading into 
villages, they settled in larger localities, and at 
last m the great town of Surat, the emporium of 
the East in the 18th century. A new start was 
made wth the beginning of the 19th century, 
when they deserted Surat, being attracted by 
Bombay, the centre of European commercial 
activity. Bombay is at present the headquarters 
of the community. 

The censuses taken by order of the British 
Government are, in fact, the only reliable docu- 
ments for the 19th century. The Account-book 
of the Pard Panchayet, Bombay, A.Y. 1281-82, 
A.D. 1912 (G^arUtl), gives most accurate statis- 
tics of the Farsi population. It contains the 
results of those difierent censuses and such avail- 
able information as it has been possible to 
collect in foreign countries (see Appendix, pp. 
i-xviii). 

According to the last census (1911), the number 
of Parsis in India, including Aden, the Andaman 
Islands and Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, China, 
and Japan amounted to 100,499, of whom 80,980 
belonged to the Bombay Presidency {Account-book, 
App. pp. i, xviif.). The distribution of the popu- 
lation 18 as follows : 


I. British Pkovikces. 

Localities. 

Moles, 

Females. 

TotaL 

1. Altner-Mcnviri 


184 

128 

262 

2. Andaman and Nicobar 


• «. 

... 

««• 

8. Assam 

4. BaluchisUn . 


S 

• •• 

6 


03 

78 

166 

6. Bengal . 


402 

203 

610 

0. Behftr and Orissa . 


26 

10 

85 

including Beh8r . 

,, Orissa . 


{••• 

UO 

8 

SS) 

,, ChotiN&ffPur 

2 

izj 

7. Bombay Presidency 

, 

41,470 

89,610 

80,980 

Including Bombay 




ZiUas 


rso,o4s 

33,242 

78,1851 

„ Sind 

. 

{ 1,269 

1,162 

2,411 } 

„ Aden 

• 

t 268 

110 

884J 

8. Burma . 


105 

105 

800 

\ 9. Central Provinces and 




1 Bcrftr . 

- 

1,031 

697 

1,728 

Including Central Pro- 


Vinces 


f7l0 

487 

1,1071 

„ Berir . 


1321 

210 

631/ 

10. Coorg 


16 

18 

34 

11. Madras . 


240 

239 

483 

12. N.-W. Provinces . 


41 

s 

49 

13. PaniSb . . . 

14. United Provinces . 


876 

250 

626 


604 

308 

872 

including Agra . 


/804 

295 

6S9\ 

„ Oudh . 


\110 

03 

183/ 

Total 


44,541 

41,614 

86,165 

II. Nativb Sta 

CSS AKD AoKKCIES. 


16, Assam (Manipur) • 

. 

*•» 

... 

... 

10. B.'iluchistln . . 


3 

; 1 

4 

17. Baroda . , , 


3,420 

4,635 

7,055 

18. Bengal , , , 

19. Bchar and Orissa . 


1 

1 

2a Bombay . 

21. Central India Agency 


1,333 

CS9 

1,252 

641 

2,685 

1,330 

S2. Central Provinces • 


21 

8 

29 

23. Hyder&btd 


822 

707 

1,629 

24. Kashmir . . • 


22 

0 

81 

25. Madras . 


4 

2 

0 

26. Mysore . 


65 

46 

101 

1 27. N.*w. Provinces Aeon- 




cles and tribal areas 


• •• 



23. Panj-lb . 


20 

7 

27 

29. Rilputllna 


191 

161 

842 

SO. Sikkim . 


1 


1 

SI. United Provinces . 



... 


Total . 

« 

6,682 

7,359 

13.041 
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in. 

Localities. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Ceylon ..... 

lOS 

76 

188 

Straits Settlements . 

12 


14 

China 

182 


1771 

Japan 

20 


29 » 

Total . 

272 

104 

4033 

Total for whole ol India . 

61,123 

48,973 

160,096 

Total for other countries . 

272 

104 

408 

Total Parsi population . 

61,395 

49,077 







The above is completed by another exhaustive 
table (see App. pp. i-xviii), in which the Parsi popu- 
lation of the towns contained in the above locali- 
ties is given. The largest total is in Bombay, 
numhering 60,931 Parsis (26,764 males, 24,167 
females [p. xvi — see the census of the Bombay 
Parsis, according to the wards or districts]) ; then 
comes Surat, witli its small_ community of 6468 
souls (2404 m., 3054 f.) ; and, in the Baroda State, 
which comprises 7955 Parsis (3420 m., 4535 f.), 
Nausari \nth its 4221 Parsis (1630 m., 2591 f.). 
The trustees of the Parsi Panchftyat have given in 
the Appendices of their Account-books of 1900-4)1 
and 1913 the result of the different censuses 1811, 
1816, 1829, 1849, 1864, 1872, 1881, 1891, either from 
the Pdrst Prakdsh of B. B. Patell or from infor- 
mation derived from various sources, official and 
private. 

Since the middle of the 18th cent, the Parsis 
have been divided into two religious sects, Sha- 
henshfthls, or Kasmis, and Qadimis. The former 
adhere to the era accepted by their forefathers, 
the first emigrants trom Khorflsan, whereas 
the latter have adopted the old Persian year 
observed by the present-day Zoroastrians in 
Peraia. 

In 1872 there were in Bombay 40,809 Shaben- 
shUhis and 3282 Qadimis, and in the Bombay 
Presidency and the whole of India* 29,838 Shahen- 
slifthis ana 1770 Qadimis, forming a total of 70,647 
Shahenshahis and 6052 Qadimis. In 1881 there 
were in Bombay 43,292 Shahenshfthis and 6305 
Qadimis, and in the Bombay Presidency and the 
whole of India 24,001 Shahensh&his and 548 <^dl- 
mis, forming a total of 67,293 Shahenshahis and 
6853 Qadimis. But the distinction is not of great 
importance, and the figures are not sufficiently 
comprehensive to be worth publishing, so that 
we need not investigate this point. A census of 
the two sects was made in the Baroda State in 
1911, and of the total of 7955 Parsis the Sha- 
hensh&his number 7778, and the Qadimis number 
177. 

II. Etbsographt. — The Parsis, as a race, have 
preserved some of the qualities of their ancestors, 
the Persians, but have undergone changes, due to 
climate, food, and surroundings. Early travellers 
always noted them as different from the other 
natives. The men, in general, are described as 
well-proportioned; their stature, says Mandelslo 
{Voyages, p. 186), is not among the tallest, but 
their complexion is fairer than that of the other 
Indosthans, and their women are far fairer and 
handsomer than the natives and the Muham- 
madans. La Boullaye le Gouz {Voyages, p. 189) 
insists on the whiteness of the complexion of the 
Parsis, while Stavorinus {Voyages, ii. 495 f.) finds it 
little different from that of the Spaniards. Fryer 
{E, India and Perda, ii. 115, letter iv. ch. lu. ; 

I Including 22 children. ® Including 6 children. 

s Including 27 children. * Exclusive o! Bombny. 
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cf. i. 294, letter iii. ch. iii.) had already given to 
it the epithet of ‘straw-colour.’ According to 
Stavorinus, the women, fairer even than the men, 
had a slender figure, large black eyes, and finely- 
arched ebony eyebrows, placed at some distance 
from the eyes, as if to enliance their beauty. Tlieir 
forehead was high, their nose slightly aquiline, 
their mouth small with shining teeth, their breast 
well sliaped, and their gait easy. Forbes (Ori- 
ental Memoirs-, i. 112) says that the Parsis are a 
comely race, athletic and well formed. He praises 
the beauty of their women, but deplores the 
precocious and almost masculine stoutness which 
disfigures them after the age of twenty. The 
travellers add_ that the Parsis abstained from 
marrying outside of their community in order to 
preserve their purity of blood. Nowadays their 
characteristics are easily summed up as follows: 
‘ They are, in feature, in the main, of a high- 
Aryan type, somewhat intermixed, perliaps after 
a very long residence in India, and somewhat 
blunted and thickened as compared to the sharper 
and more chiselled northern faces ; but still there 
is generally the prominence of feature which we 
might expect from an extraction originally Persian’ 
(M. Justice Campbell, JASBe, supplementary 
number, vol. xxxv. pt. ii. [1866], ‘Ethnology of 
India,’ p. 140). 

III. HISTORY. — The sole document that we pos- 
sess on the events of the early history of the Parsis 
and their arrival in India is the Kissah-i-Sanjdn 
(‘History or Story of Sanjan’), a Persian book 
■written in verse in A.Y. 969 (A.D. 1600). The 
author is one Bahman Kaikobad of Nausari. He 
says that he wrote the book on the authority of 
older traditions and accounts, and of what he had 
heard from his elders (see E. B. Eastwick, JBASBo 
i. [1842] 167-191 ; and J. J. Modi, ‘A few Events in 
the Early History of the Parsis and their Dates,’ 
in Zarthosti, i. [1273 A.y.], ii. [1274 A.Y.]). The 
first MSS of the Kissah-i-Sanjdn were brought 
to Europe by Anquetil du Perron, who gave an 
account of them in his Zend-Avesta, vol. i. pt. ii. 
pp. xxxiv-xxxv, and a r6sum6 in the ‘ Disc. pr61.’ 
pp. cccxviii-cccxxiii. 

The Kissah starts 'with the loss of the sovereignty 
of Yazdagird. On the fall and death of the king 
(A.D. 651) a number of Zoroastrians ‘abandoned 
their houses and gardens and palaces for the sake 
of their religion, and lived in Kohistan for one 
hundred years.’ There they also became ‘anxious 
for their religion,’ and went to the city of Hormuz 
(A.D. 751), where they resided for fifteen years; 
but, being harassed by the Darvands (the Arabs), 
they left for India, They landed on the shores of 
Kfl,thiawfl.r, at Div (A.D. 766). After a stay, of 
nineteen years they sailed for GujarAt, and 
reached Saniftn (A.D. 785). The local ruler (Jai 
Bana or Jaui Bana) allowed them to settle and 
found a colony of their o'wn, •with liberty to follow 
their religion, on condition that they would adopt 
the language and customs of the country. After 
a time (A.D. 790) they obtained permission to build 
a fire-temple (dtash-bahrAm). Three himdred years 
after this event (A.D. 1090) the Parsis began 
to disperse in difierent directions, and went to 
Vankaner, Broach, Variav, Ankleswar, Cambay, 
and Nausari. 

Four hundred years after this dispersion the 
Muhammadans invaded the land, and Sanjan fell 
into the hands oi Alaf Khan, a general of Sultan 
Mahmud Bigarah. The Parsis, after ha-ving assisted 
the Hindus in the defence of Sanjan, in which they 
lost many of their followers, fled with the sacred 
fire to the adjoining mountain of Barhat, and 
took refuge there (1490). We know very little of 
the life of the Parsis during the centuries which 
elapsed after their arrival in India. The Kissah 


shows that they were active, hard workers, and 
had brought industries with them from IChorasan. 
They seem to have been contented, and were ap- 
parently Hinduized, having become intermingled 
■with the surronnding populations, whose dress, 
language, and social customs they assumed, simply 
forming a new caste among the numerous family 
sections of the Hindus. 

The Parsis were divided into two classes: the 
behdtns, or laymen, and the athornans, or priests. 

I. Laymen (behdins ). — ^At the end of the IStb 
cent, the Kissah mentions the name of a layman, 
Chftngfih Asa, of Nausari, who, as far as is 
known, was the first rich man of the community, 
and who was appointed desai, i.e. farmer of large 
territories, a position which was held henceforth 
by Parsi families under the successive Muham- 
madan and Maratha governments (see Pallonji 
Burjorji Desai, Hist, of the Naosari Desais, 
Bombay, 1887 [Gujarati]). He was a pious man, 
and leader, or ddvar, of the community. He re- 
newed and spread the true religion, and gave to 
the needy Parsis the sacred shirt and girdle, the 
symbols of their faith, by which they were dis- 
tinguished. He brought to Nausari the sacred 
fire which had been transferred from the Bdrhat 
mountain to Bansdah, and caused a building to 
be built at Nausari (1616) for its installation. He 
sent emissaries to Persia in order to refer doubtful 


religious and social questions to the opinion of the 
learned Irani priests — a custom which prevailed 
till the 18th century. Nausari at the end of the 
16th cent, was a prosperous place among the 31 
mahdls of the sarkar of Surat, being 19th in point 
of area as well as in point of the revenue that it 
brought to the State. Its area was 17,353 bighas, 
and its revenue 297,720 ddms (about £740). _ It was 
noted for ‘a manufactory of perfumed oil found 
noAvhere else’ (Aln-i-Akoarl, ed. H. Blochmann, 
Calcutta, 1873, vol. i. p. 498, 1. 13, col. 1, tr. H. S. 
Jarrett, ii. 257). ... 

The Parsis in Gujar&t were engaged in agn- 
cnltural pursuits ; most of them were farmers and 
also toddy-drawers. They appear at Surat as early 
as the 16th century. They are kno'TO there by 
European travellers as carpenters, cabinet-makers, 
ship-builders, and, lastly, brokers to the European 
factories. From that time dates the true era of 
Parsi prosperity and importance. In the 18th 
cent, the Parsi community at Surat was flounsh- 
ing. The old wards inhabited by them still 
testimony that they were numerous (see M. Edalji 
Burjorji Patel, Hist, of Surat, Bombay, 1890 [Guja- 
rati]). Forbes (i. 110) gives an approximate total or 
the population at the beginning of the 19th cent., 
statmg it at 20,000 families. Several Farms en- 
joyed honour and influence at the court of 
and some of them received grants of land,_A'a»aw 
(dress of honour), and other marks of ihstinction. 
They were the first to venture to Chma ana 
Burma and to open branches and firms there. Ihe 
famines which desolated Gujarht and the co®" 
mercial decline at Surat were the sourMS 
increase in the Parsi population of Bombay, ine 
Parsis had settled there even under the Portu- 
guese rule (17th cent.), and, after the arrival ot 
the English, they seem to have been associateu 
with the fortunes of the latter; so much so that 
it can be said without exaggeration that Pornb^ 
owes much of her present greatness to the indus^ 
and enterprising spirit of the Parsis 
Edwardes, Census of India, 1901, yoh x. , ^ 

[Toivn and Island],’ pt. iv., ‘ Histoiy ’). White 
marble statues in the squares and public 
petuate the memory of some of the leading men or 
the community, the Parsis ^dually injeased 
in n'umber and importance, and their co-rel p 
of the MofnssU came to them for support, me 
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same had happened in the case of Snrat, ■whither 
the Burronnding populations had flocked in fear of 
the inroads of the hlarflthas and Pindhris. 

At the beginning of the 19th cent, they were rich 
and influential, and "were praised for their honesty 
and benevolence. An example of the best type 
of Parsi merchant-prince -was Jamshedji Jijibhai 
of Nausari, who in 1842 received the honour of 
knighthood, and in 1857 was raised to the dignity 
of S^oronet of the United Kingdom— a title which 
had never before been conferred upon any native 
of India. Later other members of the community 
were similarly honoured by the British Govern- 
ment : Sir D. M. Petit, Sir K. ,J. Readymoney, Sir 
M. M. Bbo'wnaggree, M.P., and others. The late 
Jamshedji N. Tata represented the mingling of 
the old energetic spirit of the ancient Parsis and 
the new methods of commercial and industrial 
enterprise. 

In 1852 Briggs (The Parsis, y. 25) could truly 
say that ‘ the bent of the Parsi community was 
purely commercial’; but a great change was to 
take place. The Parsis were the first among the 
natives to avail themselves of Western education. 
At first they attended the schools conducted in 
Bombay by Eurasians, but gradually a large 
section frequented those established by the Govern- 
ment, such as the Elphinstone Institution, and 
aimed at university degrees. The first schools 
for the exclusive benefit of the community founded 
by Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai (Parsi Benevolent Insti- 
tution) were opened in Bombay in 1849. He had 
bitterly resented ‘ the hopeless ignorance ’ in which 
the Parsi children were permitted to grow up, and 
had invested the sum of 300,000 rupees for the 
carrying out of a scheme to relieve and educate 
his co-religionists, men and women. At the dawn 
of the 20th cent, the intellectual status of the 
Parsis is eloquently witnessed to by figures. 

If wo take the term ‘educated’ os designating 
one who can read and write in one language, we 
find that in 1901 the number of educated Parsis 
in the Bombay Presidency, including the Native 
States, was 51,000 out of 78,552, while in 1911 it 
was 60,005 out of 83,565, which gives an increase 
of 34 '5 per cent in favour of education in the last 
decade (Account-book, 1901, App. p. 14, 1912, App. 
p. xii). Now a study of the statistics dealing 
witli the literacy of the leading relirions of the 
Presidency in 1891 and 1901 discloses the following 
movement, which can bo summarized : number of 
literates per 1000 — Parsis, 650 ; Christians, 292 ; 
Joins, 269 ; Hindus, 59 ; Muhammadans, 41 (Census 
of India, 1901, vol. ix. pt. i. p. 128). Christians 
and Parsis in the first instance are rivals for the 
first place in the literary contest, but the former 
are easily outdistanced by the Parsis when it comes 
to be a question of the proportion of literates 
to the total population. 

Of the Parsis in the Baroda State 4946 persons 
are literate, of whom 2367 are males and 2579 
females. The illiterates are numerically fewer 
than the literates — a state of things not to bo met 
with in any other religion. They number 3009 
persons, 1053 males and 1956 females; t.e., the 
illiterates are 60 ‘8 per cent of the literates. In no 
other religion, again, is the proportion of female 
literates so large ; almost one-third of the literate 
females in the State are Parsis (ib. ‘Report of 
Baroda State,’ pt. ii. p. 38). Femme education is, 
of course, in great favour among the Parsis, and 
some Parsi women have B.A., M.A., B.Sc., LL.B., 
and M.D. degrees. 

By this system of education the Parsis were soon 
fitted for entering such professions as medicine, law, 
and engineering, aa also for Government employ- 
ments and political life. They have secured seats 
in the corporations, in legislative and vice-regal 


councils, and even in Parliament. The first Indian 
returned to the House of Commons was a Parsi, 
Dadabhai Naorozji (1892). In the Native States 
the Parsis are usefully employed as diicans 
(ministers) and officials. The same Dadabhai 
Naorozji was the first Parsi dixean appointed to a 
Native State, the Baroda State (1874). 

The change in the social customs has been no less 
remarkable. Through contact with the English, 
European life and habits gradually took the place 
among the higher classes of the Hindu customs 
which had been adopted by the first settlers. A split 
ensued, and the community was divided into two 
cLasses — the orthodox party, steeped in pure social 
conservatism, causing a confusion between their 
own religious prescriptions and the ways of their 
new conntrymen, and the liberal party, bent on 
introducing the "Western spirit. Associations and 
newspapers were started on both sides. The his- 
tory of social reform among the Parsis has yet 
to be -written. The materials are contained in 
the Eeports of those associations and papers — 
among the latter, the Bast Goftar, which, for 
half a century, fought in favour of social reform. 
All the changes advocated in its columns by the 
spirited editor, K. N. Kabraji, have been realized. 
The results — every one can see them in the actual 
modus vivendi of the Parsis — aredue to theenergetic 
eflbrts of men like Naorozji Furdunji, Sorabji 
Shapurji Bengali, Dadabhai Naorozji, Behramji 
K. Ghandhi, K. N. Kabraji, K. N. Cama, K. R. 
Game, and others. The same spirit had incited 
the Parsis to support the Hindu reformers, and 
it was a Parsi, B. M. Malabari, who took the lead 
in the great campaign in favour of the abolition 
of infant-marriages, and was successful enough to 
have the Age of Consent Act promulgated in 1891, 
which is expected to put on end to them. 

In the field of literary activity the Parsis are 
equally distinguished. An absolute command of 
English has taken the place of ‘ the mediocrity of 
the Enrfish tonme ’ noticed by H. Lord (Bcligion 
of the Pcrsces, lendon, 1630, Introd. p. ii) in the 
17th century. A study of figures sliows that in 
1901 the number of literates in English in the 
Bombay Presidency was 163,000, of whom tlie 
Parsis numbered 20,252. Comparing the propor- 
tions of the various religions, wo have for literates 
in English per 1000 of the population : Parsis, 258 ; 
Christians, 209; Jains, 9; Hindus, 4; Muham- 
madans, 2. Thus one Parsi out of every four 
(of every three in 1911) is able to read and write 
the English language (Census of India, 1901, vol. 
ix., ‘Bombay,’ pt. i., ‘Report,’ p. 134). 

Gujarfitl, which the Parsis, in common with 
the Hindus of Gujarftt, may be said to have im- 
planted in Bombay, is still the familiar, domestic, 
and commercial language of the community, and 
is taught in their own schools. The GujarftW 
local press is mostly in the hands of the Parsis ; 
it was a Parsi, Furdunji Murzbanji, who started 
the first native paper in the Bombay Presidency 
(1822), the second in the whole of India, ^^’e 
may mention, as_a remarkable spe.aker and de- 
bater, the Hon. Sir P. Mehta, and, ns an eminent 
publicist and journalist, and also a powerful 
English writer and Gujar&tl poet, the reformer 
B. fil. Malabari, proprietor and editor of the now 
defunct Indian Spectator and Voice of India, and 
of the magazine Bast and West, 

(a) Pane/idyaf.— The Parsis adopted for their 
internal government the system of the Panchhyat, 
which commits to a certain number of leading 
men the management of the afl’airs of the com- 
munity. European travellers always noticed that 
they submitted their diii'erences to the elders of 
their ouTi nation, and never applied to the judges 
of the ruling Power (Mandelslo, p. 184). Anouetil 
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du Pepron gives few particulars regarding the civil 
organization of the community. He simply states 
that the headman was called d&var, and that 
the power of the dastUr dastilrdn was above all 
spiritual and only nominal. But Stavorinus, in a 
very accurate account of the social life of the 
Surat Parsis in the IStli cent., explains how 
the chiefs were entrusted with the settling of 
quarrels without going to law. Robbery, murder, 
and other crimes were punished by the nmoab, or 
governor, of the town ; nut the latter was obliged 
to be careful, the Parsi population being numer- 
ous and powerful, almost independent in their 
wards (bk. i. cli. xxviii. p, 362). A single glance 
at these old quarters is a ^od illustration of 
Stavorinus’s account. If the Parsis boasted of a 
low proportion of crime, this must be attributed 
to the fact that no stranger was allowed to pene- 
trate into their premises, and no one could control 
the accuracy of this assertion, inasmuch as the 
executions through poison, cudgel, or drowning 
were always kept secret. 

The historian of the Parsi PanchAyat has to 
grope in the dark. There are gaps and mysterious 
penods due to lack of materials. The first men- 
tion of a meeting , of a PanchAyat held in 1642 
at Nausari is to be found in Pdrk Prakdsh, p. 14. 
As regards Surat, the records of the Panchdyat 
are lost, if anything like written accounts ever 
existed. The headman was named ddvar (in 
Persian, from Pahlavi ddto-bar, ‘ bearer of justice ’)• 
[The family of the ddvar of Surat still exists. 
The numerous firmans and parwanas issued to 
them by the Mogul emperor and nawabs are un- 
fortunately destroyed j but there remain sufficient 
proofs to establish the identity of that family, 
recognized by the British Government.] The 
ddvar possessed plenary jurisdiction over the 
Parsis, and could inflict any punishment except 
death. As with the Hindus, excommunication, 
which deprived the out-caste of any intercourse 
with his co-religionists, of any share in the 
religious ceremonies, was a terrible rveapon in 
the hands of the elders. The meetings were held 
in open courts in the house of the ddvar; there 
was no limit to the number of Parsis who were 
permitted to attend ; the ddvar, after consulting 
the leading men, pronounced judgment. The ses- 
tence was carried out by the corpse-bearers (tvasd- 
sdldr) ; as there was no prison, the culprit was con- 
fined in the nasdhh&na, a place where biers are 
kept. 

It seems that before and during ‘ the divided 
rule ’ the ddvar had support from the English and 
the people of their factory ; but, as the Bntishrule 
gained ground and supplanted that of the nawab, 
by a strange irony of fate the rights and prestige 
of the ddvar declined. The power of imprison- 
ment was declared incompatible with some Govern - 1 
inent regulations ; and so with corporal punish- ! 
ment, wiich had to make way before another 
regulation. But in many cases — ^in civil matters — 
the courts used to transfer them to the cognizance 
of the ddvar, who is always styled Modi. This 
Hindu surname (‘supplier of provisions’) was due 
to the help given by the ddvar to the British 
factory staff in their struggles with the Portuguese 
and the Muhammadans, and even with the people 
of the Dutch factories. 

It seems that the Bombay Parsi Panchayat was 
constituted as early as the coming of the English to 
the island in the 17th cent., and till 1778 its power 
was strong ; tat at that time a contest arose about 
the custom of ‘beating’ the delinquent ‘with a 
shoe ’ — a punishment which till then had met 
with no opposition. A petition to the Government 
was draivn up asking for full permission to resort ^ 
to it. The request was granted ; it was the first 


time that the Government gave to the power of 
the PanchUyat a regular sanction, which, latet 
on, was reneAved. In 17S6-S7 the regulations in- 
vested the Bombay Panchfiyat, formed of its 
elected members, AAuth full powers to promote 
the Avelfare of the community, as is the custom 
among the natives, subject to the British rule. 
This continued till 1818, Avhen a meeting at the 
Dadyseth fire-temple elected 18 members (12 lay- 
men, 6 priests), and made useful reforms. The 
laAVs and regulations enacted by the Panch&ynt 
Avere called bundobusts (‘agreements’), and, though 
signed by only some of the members, were binding 
on the Avhole community. Any sort of affair was 
submitted to and discussed by the Panchftyat; 
the salary of the priests, the expenses of fimeral 
and marriage parties, the evils and consequences 
of infant-mamage, private quarrels in houses, 
cases of divorce, bigamy, etc. As regards the 
morality of the Avomen, they Avere particularly 
strict. They took care that the Parsi Avomen 
should not be seen at dusk alone in the streets 


or the country, that they should not mix AAuth 
Hindu and Muhammadan religious ceremonies, 
or attend their shrines and durgahs; travellers, 
in fact, testify that it Avas extremely difficult to 
seduce a Zoroastrian; and the Parsis can boast 
that, up to the present time, very feAV Parsi Avomen 
have anyAA’-here been reckoned among the ■victims 
of vice and debauchery. 

The poAver of the Bombay Panchftyat, like that 
of the Surat Panchayat, gradually decreased as 
the rule of the English necame stronger, _ and 
also on account of a slight spirit of favouritism 
Avhich prevailed and blunted the sense of justice. 
In 1823 there Avas a sort of dislocation, and in 1836 
a firm and detailed letter from a strong-minded 
and impulsive nmn, Framji Kavasji Banaji, 
depicted the former high standing and the Avane 
of the Panchftyat. Schism commenced. In 1838 
the members made a new attempt to recover their 
authority, and asked for a formal investiture by 
the Government Council ; but it had no effect. The 
Parsis having neither codes nor Avritten customs of 
their oavji, like the Hindus, the time had come 
Avhen a neAv organization Avas needed. The Parei 
LaAV Association, established in 1855, took m 
hand the pioneering Avork of investigating the 
old texts and actual requirements. The English 
authorities co-operated in the AVork,_Avhich ended in 
1865 AA’ith the passing of the Parsi Marriage and 
Divorce Act and Parsi Succession Act, followed by 
the establishment of the Parsi Matrimonial Comts. 
Henceforth the Panch&yat Avas deprived of iw 
authority — cases being decided by the English 
courts, litigations settled by the ncAV enactments 
— but it did not disappear. The members became 
trustees of a charitable association. The chairman 
is regarded as the headman of the community, ana 
has no other influence than that Ai’hich belongs to 
a philanthropic and cultured gentleman, the 
funds are managed by the trustees, Avho, smce 
1841, have even the custody, though not the direct 
administration, of those or Surat. The money is 
destined to minister to the wants of destitute 
Parsi families, to maintain schools, fire-tempms, 
and dakhmas, to provide for the expenses of the 
gdhdnbdrs and other religious feosto. In tne 
territory of the Gaekwar of Baroda 
regarding marriages are still settled by the loom 
councils. At Nausari the council, or 
composed of the high priest, or d^tdr, and 
leading priestly families of the desais as chier 
members, and other people of mark os 

(6) Social cusfonis.— The social customs ot t^ 
Parsis have been more or less accurately descn^ 
by European trai’eHers (see Literature toio ;• 
Anquetil du Perron has given an account of them 
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(^end’Avesta, ii. 627-591), _ which is useful both 
as showing the conservatism of the Parsis and 
as offering a comparison with their new modxis 
vivendi. Later the Parsis made their customs 
known and explained them to non-Zoroastrians. 

(c) Dress . — According to Herodotus (i. 135), no 
nation so readily adopted foreign customs as the 
Persians, who assumed the dress of the Medes, 
considering it superior to their own. This faculty 
of adopting foreign dress is still one of the charac- 
teristics of the Parsis of India. On their arrival in 
Guiardt, one of the conditions imposed on them by 
the local ruler was that the women were to discard 
their national dress and assume the Hindu fashions. 
'The next condition,’ says the Kissah-i-SanjAn, 
‘regards the dress of women, which must resemble 
that of the women of this land. . . . These weapons 
and this armour must be laid aside and discon- 
tinued. . . .’ To European travellers the Parsis 
were distinguished from the surrounding popula- 
tions only by the sudrah and kusti (sacred shirt 
and girdle) (Mandelslo, p. 183). In the 18th cent. 
AnquetU du Perron found them at Surat inter- 
mingled with the Banians, and wearing the same 
dress, turban, and tunic as the people of that caste, 
but adding to the sudrah and kusti the penom 
(padAn), a sort of veil which the Parsi priests and 
laymen had to wear, the priests always, the lay- 
men on special occasions, such as recitin" prayers 
or taking meals — a custom now totally discarded 
by the laity. The Parsis are still faithful to the 
Banian dress, and have introduced few changes in 
it ; the men wear the angarakfia, but, instead of 
the Hindu dhoti, large trousers, and on their head 
they put a dark turban {pagrt) worn over a skull 
cap. At funeral and wedding parties they array 
themselves in a large cotton double-breasted coat 
(javia), with a muslin waistband (pkhori), very 
becoming and distinguished-looking. The use of 
European leather shoes instead of curved slippers 
has been gradually adopted. The women wear 
the Banian sari, and cover their heads with a thin 
white cloth {mathabana) tied behind the chignon, 
according to the religious injunction which forbids 
a Zoroastrian to have his head uncovered by day 
or night. The mathabana is cast off by almost all 
the young generation. We must notice that the 
arehaio style still prevails in the Mofussil (out of 
Bombay), and that many Western refinements 
have been introduced among the Parsi women, and 
again that any change in the old ■v.-oys has created 
a regular battle in the newspapers of the orthodox 
and liberal classes — the names of the women who 
put aside tlio mathaba7ia or adopted Endish shoes 
are stUl remembered. Parsis, when in Europe or 
America, generally dress like Ewopeaus ; and 
their wives and daughters are beginning to give 
up their sari and Hindu finery, wliich is quite 
out of place in colder climates. 

(rf) Ceremonies . — ^The chief ceremonial occasions 
in a Parsi family are pregnancy, birth, sacred 
cord-girding, marriage, and death. They are all 
fully treated under separate headings ; see Birth 
(Parsi), Initiation (Parsi), Marriage (Iranian), 
and Death and Disposal of the Dead (Parsi). 

2 . Priests (affiornaiw).— The priests play a prom- 
inent part in the history of the comniunity. 
According to the Kissah-i-SanjAn, the exiles had 
been guided by dastArs in nil tiieir peregrinations. 
There seem to have been several pnestly families, 
though the Parsi tradition ascribes to the priests 
in India a common origin. The priests followed 
the bchdins in their various settlements in Gujarfit. 
In 1142 Kamdin Zarthost came from Sanjdn to 
Nnusari, and in 1215 the sons of the same 
Kamdin, Kann and Moved, summoned a priest 
of Sanjfin, Horn Bahmanyar, who brought with 
him his son Frednn ; the latter had three sons, who 


divided the work and the fees, and thus, with the 
two sons of the first comer, Kamin, formed the five 
ols (families) of Nausari. Later the name of 
hagarias (‘dividers’) was given to the priests of 
the five pols, because they divided the work and 
the fees. In the 13th cent., according to a Persian 
poem written by Dasthr Shapurji iSanifina {18th 
cent.), the Kissah-i ZartxtshtiAn-i SinaustAn, the 
Parsi population of Gujarfit was divided into five 
panthaks, or spheres of influence and ecclesiastical 
office and jurisdiction, from Sanjfin in the south 
to Cambay in the north, including Nausari, 
Broach, and the villages of the Surat District 
(Godfivrfih) (1290). The records of the communities 
are not well preserved. Those of Cambay and the 
Godfivrfih are apparently lost; at Broach they 
have been dispersed on account of a lawsuit, 
which is much to be regretted, for Broach was 
formerly a seat of Zoroastrian knowledge and 
faith (see A Genealogical Remembrancer of the 
Broach Dastur Family, Bombay, 1878 [Gnjarfitl]). 
Nausari can boast of its records, and from the 
vahis (registers) and fihrists (lists) much light can 
be obtained on the priestly class (see Ervad R. J. 
Dastftr Meherjirana, The Genealogy of the Bhagar- 
sath Section of the Parsee Priests, Nausari, A.r. 
1268, A.D. 1899 [Gniarfiti]). The history of Nausari 
is interesting : it shows how troubles and disputes 
arose among the priestly class, and how the 
presence of the Sanjftnn priests who accompanied 
the Atash-bahrAm on its removal from Bansdah, 
by Chfingfih Asfi, was the cause of a rivalry which 
ended in murders. The Sanjftna priests were even 
obliged finally to remove to Udwada with the 
sacred fire, after two escapes to Bulsar and to 
Surat, to avoid the raids of the Malirattas (M. S. M, 
Desai, Hist, of Nausari, Nausari, 1897 [Gujarfitt]). 
Several religious controversies disturbed the com- 
munity at Surat; two of these turned upon 
whether the legs of a corpse should be stretched 
or folded, and whether the face of the deceased 
should or should not be covered vith a cloth 
(padAn). These questions have not yet been 
settled. The third dispute was about the proper 
reckoning of the year, which ended in the split of 
the Parsis into Shahenshfihis and QadSiiiis. It 
had its origin in the discovery made first by a 
mobed named Jfimfisp VUftyflti, who came to Surat 
from Persia in 1721, and then by Jnmshid, who 
came from Persia in 1736, of the difference of one 
month between the Persian and Indian Zoroastrians 
in the matter of their rOz-mAJi reckoning (calendar). 
It is called the KablsAh controversy. The town 
of Broach was the scene of deadly riots (1783) 
(see Dnstfir Aspandyfirji Kfimdinji, The Historical 
Account of the Ancient Leap Year of the Parsis, 
1826 [Gnjarfitl], and K. R. Coma, the Yczdzardi 
Tarikh, 1870 [(Sujarfiti]). The feud between the 
two sects is almost settled, and the old passions 
are not likely to be aroused again ; but still the 
Shahenshfihis and Qadimis continue to have their 
separate temples and priests ; and, if the Parsis 
do not do away with the diflerence, this is simply 
because ‘the change would create so much con- 
fusion in the dates of old events and records that 
they prefer to do as they have hitherto done’ 
(Karaka, Hist, of the Parsis, i. 113 f.). Ill-feelings 
have completelj' abated, and intermarriage takes 
place between families belonging to flie two 
sects. 

For the organization and special functions of 
the priesthood see separate art. PRIF.ST (Iranian). 

IV. MODEnN PAJisiissi.—x. Religion.— Modem 
Parsiism is considered os the transmitter of the 
tenets of Zoroastrianism, as it was understood and 
practised at the time of the Sasanian princes, 
themselves the restorers of the antique Mazdjcan 
creed (see Sasanians and Zoroaster). 
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After the destruction of the Persian empire 
the religion of the great prophet of Irftn was 
enveloped in oblivion for centuries. The faith- 
ful in Persia had to submit to the hardships of 
a foreign and intolerant rule (see Gabaes) ; in 
Gujarflt they were lost among the Hindu popula- 
tions, and in both countries they were considered 
by the European travellers who came into contact 
with them as a down-trodden people, supposed still 
to possess some remnants of the teaching of 
Zoroaster. The Western scholars who took an 
interest in the religion and philosophy of the Iran- 
ians had only the classical authors for reference. 
The large work of B. Brisson, de. JRegio Persarum 
principatu libri tres, Paris, 1590, is the best compi- 
lation from that point of view. H. Lord, chaplain 
to the British factory at Surat, had the privilege 
of conversing with a mobed, and was able to give 
a more or less accurate account of the religion of 
the Parsis (17th cent.). Fragments of their sacred 
books, Vendiddd, Yasna, Visparad, brought to 
Europe, soon excited the curiosity of the learned 
few who cared for such study, hut these remained 
undeciphered, and their language a complete 
enigma. The last work before the Avesta Avas 
made known to Europe and translated Avas T. 
Hyde’s exhaustive history, Veternm Persarum et 
Parthomim et Medorum religionis Historia (Oxford, 
1700). The conquest of the Avesta Avas due to a 
Frenchman, Anquetil du Perron, avIio brought a 
copy of the precious MSS to the Bibliothfeque du 
Hoi on 15th March 1762 (see account of the dis- 
covery of the Avesta in art. Avesta, vol. ii. 
p. 27 1 f. ). Henceforward Parsis and Parsiism made 
their reappearance, as it Avere, in the modem 
Avorld, and reassumed their position as a people 
and a religion. As regards Anquetil du Perron’s 
stay at Surat, it left no trace. The community 
Avas totally i^orant of the consequences of the 
sale of a feAV MSS to a poor wayfarer. The 
Parsis continued to keep aloof from the non-Zoro- 
astrians, even from men like K. C. Bask (1820) and 
N. L. Westergaard (1841). At last the dasMrs Avere 
obliged to come forward and to disclose the precious 
treasure of their faith on account of the attempts 
at conversion made by the missionary John Wilson 
(1839). From that tune the leading principles of 
Parsiism AA’-ere openly discussed by Farsi priests 
even in scientific meetings and congresses. The 
catechisms are easily obtained by non-Zoroastrians 
(see J. J. Modi, Catechism of Zoroastrian Religion, 
Bombay, 1911). 

Parsiism has a claim to rank amon» the great 
religions of the Avorld, for the reason that Ave find 
in it the essence of any dogma, t.e. immutability 
in the union of the dogma itself and the liturgical 
prescriptions — a union that still exists in spite of 
the vicissitudes that it has experienced. Its most 
striking feature is its traditional character. In 
fact, it is almost incredible that a community lost 
among foreign sects should have been able to 
preserve the integrity of its creed, Avithout hold- 
ing councils or synods, simply grouped round the 
living symbol of its faith, hidden in the recesses of 
humble sanctuaries, its priests chanting hymns in 
a language Avhich could not be understood, and 
the bulk of the faithful steeped in religious routine. 

After the reneAval of the intercourse with Persia 
(15th cent.) a regular infiltration of PahlaA'i litera- 
ture made its Avay to GujarAt through emissaries, 
and a certain activity reigned in the priestly class 
and the elders or leaders of the anjumans. The 
Biv&gats, i.e. the collections of questions and 
ansAvers, are most precious and eloquent. They 
are in some measure the mouth-piece of the 
indigenous Pars! religion, and shoAV that the 
interest turned exclusively on ritualism or ^ci- 
pline, neA-er on dogmas. 


Darmesteter says that modem Parsiism is 
partly derived from the essential ideas expressed 
in the Gdthds, according to that sentence of 
Neriosangh Dhaval, that ‘ all the laws and deeds 
contained in Avesta were revealed to Zoroaster 
in the gdthds’ {Zend-Avesta, Paris, 1892-93, L 
i=AMG xxi.], Introd. vii. ‘The Gdthas,’ p. cv). 
The enumeration of ‘the laAA's and deeds’ Avould 
carry us too far ; AA*e have simply to point out the 
leading beliefs of the Parsis ; they are : (a) revela- 
tion, (o) monotheism, (c) immortality of the soul, 
{d) future life, and (e) resurrection of the dead. 

(a) Revelation; sacred books. — Zoroastrianism is 
a religion based on the revelation of the deity, 
Ahura Mazda, to men, through the medium of 
the holy Zarathushtra Spitama, the son of Pouru- 
shaspa, of the royal family of the Peshdfldian 
kings. He unites in himself the threefold char- 
acter of philosopher, poet, and prophet. He is 
elevated to the rank of aokhtondmano yazata, 
i.e. one whose name is mentioned among the 
AA’orshipful beings — a distinction never conferred 
upon another man throughout the Avesta (see 
Zoroaster). 

Zarathuslitra’s life, date, and mission are the 
subject of much controversy among scholars. The 
data are derived not only from the pure Zoro- 
astrian tradition, but also from Armenian and Mu- 
hammadan authors. According to A. V. Williains 
Jackson, folloAA’ing to some extent the Parsi tradi- 
tion : (1) Zoroaster Avas a perfectly historical 
personage, belonging to the Median tribe of the 
Magi ; (2) he flourished about the middle of the 
7th cent. B.C., and died in 583 B.C. ; (3) he Avas a 
native of Western Persia (Atropatene or Media) 
and Avent to Bactria (Balkh), Avhere he succeeded 
in converting King Gushtasp ; (4) the Gdthds are 
the oldest portion of the Avesta, and are to be 
considered as the real substance of Zoroaster’s 
preaching at Balkh ; (5) the religion of Zoroaster 
spread from Bactria throughout Persia, and became 
dominant in Pars under the late Achceinenians ; 
but it is impossible to fix the date of its intro- 
duction or of its adoption by the people or rulers 
of Pars. ... 

Outside of the Avesta, the Parsis deriA'e their 
information about Zoroaster from PahlaAU books 
and from a Persian poem of the 13th cent., the 
Zartusht-ndmah (see Anquetil du Perron, vol. i. 
pt. ii. pp. 1-70, ‘ Vie de Zoroastre ’ ; E. B. EastAvick, 
Parsi Religion, Bombay, 1843, pp. 417 fil, 477 ff._; 
J. Menant, Zoroastre: Essai sur la philosophic 
rcligieuse de la Perse\ Paris, 1857 ; F. Rosenberg, 
Xe Livre de Zoroastre, Petrograd, 1904; E. W. 
West, SEE xlvii. [1897], , Introd. pp. _ xx-xxiv). 
It seems to have been AAwitten, according to the 
author, after Pahlavi books. In fact, some frag- 
ments of old MSS handed doAvn to us contam 
glimpses of the history of the prophet; tv'o of the 
old nasks of the AAmsta apparently referred to 
Zarathushtra. . , . , 

For the Parsi traditions regarding the Avesta 
see art. Avesta. The books noAv in possession 
of the Parsis are : the Vendtddd, the Yasna, the 
Visparad, and Vne Khorda- Avesta, The ^me ore 
to be found in the hands of the Gabars in Persia. 

For the Avesta and Pahlavi literature see artt. 
Avesta and Literature (Pahlavi). , 

There exists also an exhaustive Gujarati ana 
Persian literature, which Avas developed ns tne 
community felt the need of having translations or 
transcriptions of their sacred books, and “1®° 
communicating with the brethren of Persia. 
is also treated in art. Literature (Pahlavi). 

(5) Monotheism.— -The Parsis claim to be mop®' 
theists. Is that monotheism of theirs in 
AAith the old texts or the beliefs current under tne 
Sasanians, when the primitive teaching ot tiie 
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prophet was disfiOTred by the numerous sects 
which undermined Zoroastrianism? We do not 
Imow which doctrines were brought to India by 
the refugees. To whatever sect they belonged, 
the modem Parsi very properly claims the appel- 
lation of masda yasnd, ‘ Avorshipper of Mazda,’ and 
believes in one God. That God iias all poiver, all 
knowledge ; He is Alinra, the ■ Lord, Mazda, the 
All-Wise. His bo^ is the Infinite Light; His 
abode the Supreme Heaven. 

Ahnra Mazda, besides having many other attri- 
butes, is spoken of in the Gdthds as having chief 
attributes personified as the Amesha-spent&s (the 
holy immortals). Including Ahura Mazda, there are 
seven Ameshfi-spentfis : Ahura Mazda, the living 
■wise or all-giving Lord; Vohn Mand, the good- 
mind ; Asa-vahista, the best order or the excellent 
holiness; Kshathra Vairya, the absolute power; 
Spenta-Armaiti, the beneficent piety; Haorvatat, 
the wholeness ; AmfirStlit, the immortality. The 
last six abstract notions have sometimes been 
considered as archangels, or celestial beings, at 
the head of ivliom Ahura Mazda is placed. It is 
the same Avith the yazatas, genii or natural deities 
or existences to whom men pay homage. Ahura 
Mazda is the first of the heavenly yazatas ; Zara- 
thushtra, the first of the earthly yazatas. The ex- 
planation of this hierarchy is extremely diflScult, 
and includes the real essence of Zoroastrianism on 
which scholars and dastiirs do not agree. Aliura 
Mazda created tAvo spirits ; good comes from the 
spirit Spenta Mainyu ; evil comes from a destruc- 
tive spirit, Angra Mainyu or Ahriman. 

Zoroastrianism has been considered by Muham- 
madan and Christian authors as the perfect ex- 
ression of religious dualism, and scholars have 
y turns accepted or rejected the doctrine of 
duality. The modem Parsis absolutely deny that 
their Prophet Zarathushtra preached dualism, and 
they try to restore to Ahura Mazda the character 
of unity and eternity of Avhich misunderstood 
dualism deprives him. We need not enter into the 
discussion here, as the subject is fully dealt Avith in 
art. Dualism (Iranian). 

The Parsis, pure monotheists as they claim 
to be, indignantly repudiate the appellation of 
‘ fire-Avorshippers,’ Avith Avhich they have been 
branded for ages. TraA’ollors in India always 
recorded their reverence for fire, and gave them the 
name of &tasJi.parastan. The Parsis are not fire- 
worshippers ; they are the AA’orshippera of God 
only. Such is the answer made by Parsi children, 
according to their catechisms, hire, of course, 
tfays a conspicuous part in the ceremonies of the 
Parsis. It riaims homage from the modern Parsis 
as it did from the ancient Iranians. It is seen on 
the Achoemenian sculptures and on the Sa^nian 
coins, and is still kept in the Indian dar-i-tnihr, ns 
Strabo_ (Hwf. XV, ) describes it; ‘in sacred places, 
fed Avith barkless pieces of AA-ood,’ etc. And 
Pansanias (v. xxvii. 3) places it ‘in a room . . . 
where a priest repairs to put dry Avood upon the 
altar, the tiara on his head, singing sacred_ hymns 
. . . from a book in a language utterly unintellig- 
ible.’ _ The modem Parsis offer the explanation 
that, if the Iranians regarded fire as the symbol 
of divinity, and as such Avorthy of respect and 
reverence, they never professed themseh'es to 
be worshippers of fire. Zoroaster, in his Gdthds, 
speaks of fire as a bright and poAverful creation 
or Ahura Mazda, and prefers it as a symbol of 
dmnity to idols or other objects ; but nowhere 
does he enjoin the AA'orship of fire. 

(c) Immortality of the soul. — Man is represented 
as_a compound of physical and psychological parts. 
His nature is double — ^material and spiritual, body 
and soul. His spiritual parts are immortal, and 
were created before his material parts. Of bis spir- 


itual parte the principal is the urvan, the soul, AA-ith 
its faculties, and the fravashi, a notion perhaps 
of post-Zoroastrian belief. The urvan, or the soul, 
is responsible, Md, according to its acts, receh-es 
reAA’ard or punishment. On the morning of the 
fourth day after death the urvan enters into 
the spiritual world, and never returns to the 
material Avorld. There is no trace of metempsy- 
chosis. As regards fravashi, it is a peculiar inner 
poAA-er of urvan — a most interesting notion, and 
very much like the Platonic ISlat. The fravashi 
of the holy soul is honoured as a holy spirit, and 
its help is invoked as a sort of guarman-spirit of 
the soul. The soul is endowed, during its earthly 
career, AA-ith such he^s as may enable it to fight 
against the evil inuuence of Akriman. These 
helps are knoAvledge, AA-isdom, sense, thought, 
speech, the religious conscience, reA-caled relipon, 
etc. It cannot look for any other help ; there 
is no A'icarious salvation in Parsiism. Cf. art. 
Pkavashi. 

(d) Future life. — Such a straggle deserves a 
reAvard. The Parsis, according to the Zoroastrinn 
creed, believe in a life to come. The Avesta Ai-rit- 
ings of the BAtdxt Nash, the I9tli chapter of the 
Vendid&d, and the Pablavi books Dind-i-Matn6g’t. 
Xrat and ArtdA-Virdf Ndmah treat of the fate of 
the soul after death. Even in the Qdth&s we find 
general hints about it. The soul of the virtiions 
crosses the Chinvat bridge, and is admitted into 
the house of purity and eternal light and song 
{yard demdna), AA-here it enjoys the company of 
holy souls. The soul of the AA-icked goes to the 
house of impurity and darlcness, reproached by its 
conscience, bemoans its state, and utters cries of 
lamentation. The state of rcAvard or punishment 
is to continue till Frashd-kereti or Farshogard, 
i.e. the renovation of the Avorld, Avhen the AA-hole 
creation is to start afresh. The notion of the im- 
mortality of the soul and a future life, distinctly 
expressed in the Gdthds, pervades the Avholo of 
the later Avesta literature, and is entirely accepted 
by the Parsis. See, further, Blkst, Abode of 
THE (Persian). _ 

(c) Bcsurrection of the dead. — ^The resurrection, or 
BistdkhSz, AA-ill take place at the end of the present 
cycle ; then AA-ill come the last of the Saosliyants 
(see Zoroaster), AA-ho AA-ill consummate tlieAA-ork of 
purifying and regenerating the Avorld and remoA-- 
ing all eAul effects of the AA-ork of Ahriman. All the 
souls of the Avicked aa-UI be brought out from hell, 
and AA-ill be purified through the supreme ordeal ; 
the soArls of the righteous, too, Avill rise, and tiiey 
also AvUl pass through the BistdJMz and bo sub- 
mitted to the same trial ; but the flames AA-ill not 
burn them — they aa-UI cross them as a sea of mUk. 
Henceforth the AA-orld will enter upon a neAv cycle, 
free from all evU and misery, ever young and 
rejoicing. All souls aa-IU be furnished Avith ncAv 
bodies, and Avill commence a life of ineffable bliss. 
Hell itself avUI be purified. The Parsi theories of 
the resurrection, the last judgment, and the fate 
of Aliriman are found in tlio Bundahishn. 

2 . Ethics. — ‘The Zoronstrian religion,’ as has 
been pointed out by Darmesteter (Parsiism, p.llf.), 
* Avas a religion of life in tlio noblest sense of the 
word ; it brought tAA-o things of Avhich the old 
Aryan religions, in the midst of Avhich it rose, 
had no idea, or only a dim apperception ; those two 
things Avere moral and hofe'j so that ‘the Zoro- 
astrian faith not only gives its foUoAver a moral 
rule through life ; not only directs his heart, hia 
tongue, his hand, teaching him good thought, good 
word, and pood decd_ ; but it 'tells him that the good 
AA-ill prevail at last if he does his duty ; that a son 
of the prophet Saoshyant aa-UI come and open the 
eternal reign of Ormazd, and exterminate the 
evil from the Avorld. The poorest, the meanest 
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Zoroastrian in the world knows that he is horn 
a soldier of Saoshyant, and that Ormazd mil con- 
quer through him.’ The development of activity 
— free and voluntary — introduces a quite modern 
factor into Parsiism, and enables it to stand on a 
level with the contemporary systems of philosophy 
through the triumph of effort. One is even justi- 
fied in wondering how Zoroastrianism arrived at 
the low ehh which caused the final success of the 
Arabs and Islam ; hut, in studjdng attentively that 
portion of history, we see that it can he fully ex- 
plained hy the fact that, having become a State reli- 
gion, it perished miserably, stifled hy the priesthood 
and weakened hy the struggles among the sects. 
In any case, as it appeals at the present day to a 
small number of followers, it divests itself of any 
sacerdotal or sectarian character in order to speak 
only to the reason of the individual. Zoroastrian- 
ism — become Parsiism — appears to us, above all, 
a_ system of moral philosophy, and it is in that 
direction that it will probably develop more and 
more. Though the Palilavi writers have handed 
down copious materials on Zoroastrian ethics, 
no special treatise has ever summed them up. 
Strange to say, the sublime precepts of morality 
enjoined by the Zoroastrian religion have never 
been codified. According to the sacred books, all 
morality is divided into three great classes : 
humata, good thoughts ; Mikhta, good words ; 
huvarskta, good deeds. Similarly, there are 
three categories of immorality : duzhmata, evil 
thoughts; duzhuJcMa, evil words; and duzhvarshta, 
evil deeds. All good thoughts, words, and works 
are done ■with wisdom. All evil thoughts, words, 
and works are done without wisdom. All good 
thoughts, words, and Avorks lead to paradise. All 
evil thoughts, words, and Avorks lead to hell. To 
all good thoughts, Avords, and Avorks (belongs) 
paradise. So (is it) manifest to the pure. Of all 
Zoroastrian ■virtues, the first, holiness, or asAa — a 
very comprehensive term — embraces all sorts of 
purity, truthfulness, and beneficence. The ashem 
voM, the prayer-formula that every Zoroastrian 
learns, teaches that ‘Holiness is the best good 
and happiness ; happiness to Him who is the Holy 
one for the sake of the best Holiness.’ Of. art. 
Ethics and Morality (Parsi). 

The list of Zoroastrian Aortues would be too long 
to reproduce here. Most of them are common 
■to the great religions of the world — Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity; but some of them have, 
BO to speak, expanded in the modem development 
of Parsiism. Charity, for example, formerly 
restricted to the Zoroastrian brethren, is noAV ex- 
tended to every caste, race, and religion. Again, 
as a deviation from certain ideas, the modern 
Parsis repulse converts, and seem to have totally 
forgotten that it Avas through preaching and 
proselytism that their religion was established, 
and that the admission of the adherents of a 
false religion to the true religion was alloAved. 
The question of investing non-Zoroastrians Avith 
sudrah and Imsti Avas a pressing one, and Avas 
settled lately ; the community as a body is averse 
to proselytism. The Parsis do not admit con- 
versions to Christianity, and Parsi converts are 
very few. Moreover, the Parsis have never sacri- 
ficed themselves for their religions ideas ; they 
may have suffered, from the storming of them 
old centre Sanjan, the ordinary evils of Avar, and 
under the Portuguese from the strict regulations 
of the Dama'un and Bassein authorities ; but 
their faith was never at stake in_ India. Hence 
they have no occasion to boast of their modem views 
of toleration, when they enjoy equality of pro- 
tection ■under an enlightened Government. Those 
vieAvs are quite opposed to the spirit of the 
Sasanian kings, who were ardent persecutors of 


alim worships. For them there was only one good 
religion. All others, especially those of '’the 
JeAvs, Manichseans, and Christians, were attacked. 
Any commnnieation Avith unbelievers Avas a cause 
of impurity ; to eat Avith them Avas sinful. The 
same vieAv is found in the Bivdyats, and, among 
the modem Parsis, the adherents of old customs 
clung to it as late as the early fifties. At that 
time the prejudice was still so strong that even 
men like Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai declined to dine 
Avith the Governor of Bombay, 

It is a most important fact that the Parsis, since 
their arrival in India, may have submitted to some 
Hindu customs in order to please the Eana of 
Sanjftn ; but they never felt the moral or religious 
influence of Hinduism. Whatever common origin 
the tAvo brandies of the Aryan family may have, 
each has separately achieved its OAvn evolution. 
The Parsis borroAved neither the fasts of asceticism 
nor the ecstasy of mysticism — both opposed to 
pure Zoroastrianism. Indian philosophy also they 
Ignored.' The great Brahmanical schools Aimre not 
meant for alien races, and not open to the Persian 
refugees, Avho, even at Nausari, did not attempt to 
start a school of their oAvn. Noav, in contact Avith 
European thought, active, living, communicative 
as it is, Avhat avUI become of the community? 
Neither the Roman Catholic saints nor the re- 
ligious reformers of Christianity Avill gain infiuence 
over the Parsi youths ; but DarAvin, Huxley, 
Stuart Mill, Comte, may perhaps do so, and the 
future of Parsi ethics and philosophy depends 
on the Avay in AA'hich they are understood and 
adapted. See art. Philosophy (Iranian). 

3. Liturgy: worship and ceremonies. —-(a) 
Temples . — The Parsi temples for a long time did 
not differ in outward appearance from the better- 
class houses. Noav the fronts of some of them, at 


Udvada and Bombay, are decorated in the neo- 
Persepolitan style. The word for temple is dar- 
i-mihr, ‘door or palace of Mithra.’ In India they 
are commonly called dgydrts (from dg, the San- 
skrit agni, ‘fire’). They are of three grades, 
dfash-dddgdh, dtash-ddardn, dtash-bahrdm, ac- 
cording to the quality of the fire kept in them. 
(1) The dtash-dddgdh may be touched both by 

f riests and by laymen, never by non-Zoroastrians, 
t is the ordmary fire preserved in a fire-temple, 
or even in the houses of Zoroastrians, and used |in 
sacred ceremonies ; (2) the dtash-ddardn may not 
be touched by any one but priests ; its consecra- 
tion requires great ceremonies ; the utmost care is 
taken m watching it and keeping it perpetually 
burning; (3) the dtash-bahrdm is the highest of 
all ; its consecration entails heavy expenses and 
a long series of ritual— for a year or more. The 
sacred fire is constantly watched by priests 
have undergone the highest purifications. Its 
extinction Avould be regarded by the Parsis M a 
calamity. Non-Zoroastrians are not admitted into 
the dar-i-mihr. The chief feature of the .temples 
is the absence of statues or representations of 
divinities. The temple is divided into two parts : 
the ddardn, or place for fire, and the_ izishn-gdh, 
in which the ceremonies are recited, (i.) Adardn, 
In a small domed room the fire is kept burnmg 
in a silver or copper-brass um resting on a stene 
stool, or dddsht, Avith a metallic tray han^g from 
the dome (tdj ) ; five times a day (at each waten, 
or gdh) a priest, his mouth covered AVith a padan, 
or piece of cloth, to prevent the effluvia from 
defiling it, cleans the room, washes the s^i, 
arranges the cinders, and puts fresh j 
other Avood on the fire. The ceremony is called 65» 
ddvi. (iL) Izishn-gdh. This is a lar"e quadrang- 
ular room, diAdded by pdvis (small channels), 
and is used for the celebration of the ceremoniM. 
There is space enough for a stone stool (ddOsM) lor 
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the censer, or Afergdnt, a stone platform {urvts or 
djdi-gdh) on -which are laid the implements of 
ritum, a scat for the officiating priest, and the 
hundi for the purified -water. 

Devout Parsis generally go to the fire-temple 
every day, or at least on the days of the month 
consecrated to fire ; but, at certain times, all the 
community go and offer sandal--wood and money, 
and_ say prayers. According to the belief of the 
ancient Persians, howev’er, it is not necessary to 
pray to God in a temple. Nature, in its grandeur, 
was considered the proper temple, and Parsis still 
continue to pray on the beach or facing the sun. 
There are eight dtash-bahrdms in India (the first 
-was founded at Sanjiin by the • refugees in the 
8th cent. ; it -was finally brought to Udvada in 
1742, -ivhere it still exists), and 133 dgvdrts (see 
the list of fire-temples in India published by B. B. 
Patell in Gujardt Parsis, Appendix i. pp. 65-69). 

(6) Bitnal. — ^The Zoroastnan worship consists in 
the recitation of fragments of the sacred hooks, 
either simply or accompanied with the perform- 
ance of the ritual. Generally, every one prays by 
himself, hub on some occasions the -whole com- 
munity gather at the fire-temple. 

The number of ceremonies celebrated during the 
era when the religion was most flourishing has 
diminished. Nowadays the chief are the Yasna 
(which includes the GdtIiAs), the Vfsparad, the 
Vendtddd, the Eapithawin, the Gdlidnhdrs, the 
Srdsh Dardn or Bdj, the Afringdn, the GUt- 
khirid, the Zin deh-Bavdn, the Mdmdst. The ritual 
has been carefully preserved; the liturgical ex- 
planations regarding the Yasna, for example, are i 
-written on the old MSS themselves ; precious 
fragments of ancient treatises of the Sasanian 
period connected -udth ritualism have come down 
to the present time (see Nfrangistdn, Vajarkard, 
etc.). 

The apparatus of ritual for the Yasrui are : ' 
barsom {q.v,), a bundle of from five to tliirty-five | 
metallic wires, tied into a string of date-leaf, 
cvanghin', mdhrii, stand for the barsom/ hdvan, ' 
mortar ; tasht, metallic saucer -with nine holes in 
the middle ; cups and dishes. 

The offerings consist of the juice of the haoma 
(h6m) plant, sacred bread (ddrdn^), ght (clarified 
butter), holy water, dry fragrant wood, ton bdt, 
etc. - 

In the time of the Avesta some of the liturgical 
ceremonies demanded the presence of ten priests 
(Ff^. iii. 1; Vend. v. 67, vii. 17) ; at the present 
day two priests only are required: the chief 
reciter {z6h) and the minister {rd^t), who fills the 
place of the other absent priests. Some of the 
liturgical prayers must be recited, the ritual per- 
formed, and the accessaries conducted by priests 
who have to submit to great purifications ; other 
prayers may be recited by ml priests, even by 
laymen, as, for example, the Yash(s, which are 
not accompanied by any ritual, though it is pos- 
sible that they were formerly recited on the tops 
of mountains or high ground. Some suppose that 
the description of the worship of the Iranians by 
Herodotus refers to Yashts. To all appearance 
these offices are relics of the ancient Sasanian 
worship, and the conglomeration of the Yasna, 
according to Darmesteter’s suggestion {AMG xxL 
ch, i. p. Ixxxviii) after Mas'udi, was formed at the 
time of Ardashir Babakan, and has -undergone no 
change. 

The daily obligations of the orthodox Pars! are 
numerous : the untying and retying of tlie sacred 
girdle {hisii) on the sacred shirt {sudrah] is per- 
formed several times after the washing of the 
hands, face, and feet -with pure water, and is 
called^dydft. The custom of saying grace before 
and after meals still subsists. 


(c) Purifcaiorg Jaws. — ^The purificatory la-wa 
play a conspicuous part in the life of the con- 
servative Parsi, as every material impurity has to 
be removed if he desires to be a good Zoroastrian. 
There are four purifications for the use of both 
priests and laymen, men and women : (1) the 
gdb, which consists in washing -with water the 
arms and hands up to the elbows, the feet up to 
the ankles, and the face ; (2) the ghoscl, a washing 
-ndth gCmes (co-w’s urine) ; (3) the barashndm, a 
long and painful cleansing -which, together with 
the subsequent retreat, lasts nine days. The 
ritual is found in Vendiddd, ix. The si-shoe is 
a diminutive of it. 

From his birth to the day of his death, when he 
has become a prey to the ardj nasit, and is himself 
a source of contagion, the Parsi has to fight against 
defilement; he has to avoid it, and also to avoid 
defiling others. 

A state of perfect purity is indispensable to the 

riest before entering the izishn-gdh for the cele- 

ration of the Yasna and Vendiddd ; ho is called 
yaozdathragar mobed (' mobed in state of purity ’), 
and also barashnum-wdld. Not only has the priest 
to undergo purifications, but the implements of 
worship and the water used during the ceremonies 
have to be made pure. GOinez is employed in 
minor purifications ; nirang-din, bull's urme, made 
pure according to the ceremonial law, is indis- 
pensable in the higher ceremonies, and its prepara- 
tion is most minute. 

The purificatory laws are, in fact, the bases of the 
Parsi liturgy, and, ns Anquetil du Perron (ii. 644) 
says, ‘if the purifying materials are not well 
cleaned, there is no purification, no purifier, no 
priest, no Parsi ! . . .’ so that, though the re- 
formers have, after a fight with the orthodox 
party, objected to the daily use of gdmez, the 
nirang-din is not discarded. Cf. PORIFICATION 
(Iranian). 

4. Feasts and festivals. — The Parsis have some 
religious feasts of a very peculiar character, for 
which see separate art. FESTIVALS and Fasts 
(Parsi). 

LmRATCKE.— L EAirirWUVrUJERS.— Friar Jordanus, ‘The 
Wonders of the East,’ tr. from the Latin original as published 
In Paris in 1839 In the Reeucil de voyages tt de mtmowes of the 
Society of Geography, by Henry -yule, London, 1BG3, p. 21 ; 
J. de Barros, Va Asia, aos feitos, guc os J^oriuguezes nzeram 
no descubrintento, e eonmiista das wares e terras do Oriente, 
Lisbon, 1777, V bk. -rill. ti. ix. ; T. Herbert, Travels in Africa 
and Aria the Great, London, i054, pp, 65-59, 107 ; E. Terry, 
in Ptirchas, His PUgrimes in Five Jlookes, pt. it, do. 1C25, ‘ A 
Relation of a Voyage to the Easteme India : observed by Edn-nrd 
Terry,’ Jlv. p, 1479; H. Lord, ‘Discovery of the Banians and 
Parsecs,* in Pinkerton’s Voyages and Travels, do. lEOS-14, viil. 
657-672 ; J. A. von Mandelslo, Voyages de Perse avix indes 
orientates, tr. A. do Wicquefot^ Leyden, 1717, pp. 17B-1E<1; 
F. de la Bonllaye lo Goux, hes Voyages et observations du 
Sieur, Paris, 165^ ch. xtx.f. pp. 187-100 ; P. F. Vicenro Maria, 
11 viaggio alf Indie On'entali, Venice, 1CS3, ch. U. p. 250; 
J. Fryer, A Seio Account of East India and Persia in Eighi 
Letters, being Fine years' Travels, begun 167! and finished 
1681, London, 1098, pp. 07, "7. T. O-.-’ V-. to 

Suralt, J6S9, do. 1090 ; F.V.-* - i 

Dordrecht and Amsterdam, 

AnqncUl du Perron, Zend-Avesta, Paris, 1771, pt. I. ‘ Discours 
pnillmlnalre ‘ ; J. S. Stavorinns, Voyages to the East Indies, 
tr. S. H. Wilcocke, London, 1708, ii. 494-493, 604 f.. iii. 1 f., 6 ; 
C. Niebuhr, Voyage en Arabic et en d'autresjiays eireonvoisins, 
Amsterdam, 1770-80, ii. 20-40; J. Forbes, Oriental itemoirs!, 
London, 1834, vol. 1. ch. vi. pp. 7S-S3. 

n. HlSTOar.— Bomanji Byramji PatcU, Fdrst Prakdsh, 
being a Eeeord of imporlant Brents in the Groieth of the 
Parsi Community in iiVitem India, Bombw, 1878-SS (Guja- 
riti), scries ib, 1891 ; H. G. Briggs, The Parsis or Modem 
Zerdusthians, Bombay, 1852; Dosabhai Framjl, The Parsecs, 
their History, Manners, Customs, and Religion, London, 1858 ; 
Dosabhai Framji Karnlca, Iluiory of the Parsis, 2 vols., do., 
16S4 ; D. Mcnant, I-es Parsis, ‘ Histoire dcs communauMs 
roroaslricnnes de I'Inde ’ (AMG vil,), Paris, 1E9S ; B. B. PatcU, 
EG ix. pt. ii. (18991, 183, 254, and a reprint. The Gujardt Parsis 
from their Earliest Settlement to the Present Time, Bombay, 
1S9S, Parsee Villages in the Sanian end Siiraf Districts in the 
Zoroastrian Calendar for 1!SJ 1 ezd., pp. 64-03 (Gujarili). 

IIL REUGIoy . — Anquetil dn Perron, Zend-Avesta, ‘ Usages 
dvils et rcligicux des Parses,' pp. 6S'-691, and • Systtmc thio- 
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logicine, c4r4moniel et moral,’ pp. 602-618 ; J. Wason, Parses 
Religion, os contained in the Zend-Avesta, etc., Bombay, 1848 ; 
M. Haug’, Essays on the Sacred Language, Writings, and 
Religion of the Parsis", Iiondon, 1878 ; J. Darmesteter, Parsi- 
ism — its Place in Uis\ory, a Lecture delivered at Bombay, 
2nd Feb. 1887 ; S. Lamg, A Modem Zoroastrian^, liondon, 
1888 ; J. J. Modi, The Religiotis System of the Parsis, Bombay, 
1886 ; S. D. Bharucha, A Brief Sketch of the Zoroastrian 
Religion and Customs, do. 1893. J). MeNANT. 

PARTHENOGENESIS. — Pavthenogencsis is 
the development of an egg-cell ivhich has not been 
fertilized. It is of frequent occurrence (1) in many 
of the lower crustaceans, such as the brine-shrimp 
Artemia, the large freshwater Apus, and some 
water -fleas — e.jr., Daphnia, Moina, Cypris, and 
Candona ; (2) in some insects, notaldy among the 
gall-wasps (Cynipidoe), in certain species of which 
males have not been found, and among saw-flies 
(Tenthredinidm) ; and (3) in most of the rotifers or 
wheel-animalcules. In most rotifers partheno- 
genesis is the rule ; in some cases males have never 
been found. In most of the cases of partheno- 
genesis among crustaceans and insects males are 
absent for months or years, but reappear at 
intervals. Among plants there are few examples 
of normal parthenogenesis in the strict sense, for 
we cannot include cases, like many of the lower 
fungi, where the whole sexual reproduction is de- 
generate. An undoubted parthenogenesis obtains 
in Chara crinita, one of the water-stoneworts. 
For in N. Europe only the female plants are re- 
presented. It should be noted that there is no 
reason whatever to associate the dominance of 
parthenogenesis with any loss of racial vigour. A 
hundred successive parthenogenetic generations 
have been carefully observed in the case of Daphnia, 
and there was no suggestion of any degeneration. 
In a few cases the occurrence of variation in par- 
thenogenesis has been demonstrated. 

It may be useful to distinguish several different 
grades of parthenogenesis, {a) What may be called 
pathological parthenogenesis is illustrated when 
the egg-cell, say, of a hen, exhibits without fertiliza- 
tion a number of divisions. In none of these cases 
has the development been known to go far. (b) 
The term casual parthenogenesis may be applied 
to cases where the occurrence is observed as a rare 
exception — e.g., in sUk-moths. It occasionally 
happens that worker-ants, not normally repro- 
ductive at all, produce ova which develop partheno- 
genetically. Since the discovery of what is called 
‘artificial parthenogenesis’ (see below) these in- 
stances of pathological and occasional partheno- 
genesis have become more intelligible, (c) Partial 
parthenogenesis is well illustrated by hive-bees. 
The queen receives from the drone a store of male 
elements or spermatozoa, and it rests with her, in 
laying the eggs, to fertilize them or not. Those 
eggs that are fertilized from the store of spenna- 
tozoa develop into workers or queens (according to 
the nurture) ; those that are not fertilized develop 
into drones. The same is true of some other 
Hymenoptera, such as ants, {d) The term seasonal 
parthenogenesis may be applied to cases like green- 
flies or Aphides, where one parthenogenetic genera- 
tion succeeds another all through the summer, but 
males re^pear in the autumn and fertilization 
occurs. This is also illustrated by some of the 
water- fleas, (e) The term juvenile parthenogenesis 
may be jypplied to some curious cases (s.y., in the 
midge Miastor) where larval forms exhibit pre- 
cocious reproductivity without any fertilization. 
It becomes difficult,however, to draw a line between 
such cases and multiplication by means of spores, 
such as is seen in the larval stages of the liver-fluke 
and in many plants. Spores are specialized repro- 
ductive cells which develop without fertilization ; 
they are familiar to every one on the fronds of ferns. 
The formation of spores is a primitive mode of re- 


production, but the parthenogenetic development 
of ova is probably in all cases secondary and deri- 
vative — a relapse from the normal spermic develop- 
ment, None the less it seems to work well m 
certain kinds of organisms and in certain conditions 
of life. 

It may be asted whether egg-cells which normally develop 
without being fertilized are in any »-ay different from ordinary 
ova. But the answer is not at present very ciear. In soma 
cases (ants, bees, and wasps) the ova go through the ordinary 
process of maturation, involving a reduction of the number of 
nuclear rods or chromosomes to half the normal number. In 
some other cases (rotifers, some water-fleas, and green-flies) 
there is no reduction when the conditions of life are favourable, 
though there may be when they are unpropitious. 

Of great interest and importance is the establish- 
ment of the fact that in a variety of cases the ovum 
may be artificially induced to develop partheno- 
genetically. The demonstration of this has been 
mainly due to Jacques Loeb and Yves Delage. If 
the unfertilized eggs of a sea-rurchin be left for a 
couple of hours in sea-water the composition of 
which has been altered (e.g., by adding magnesinm 
chloride), and be then restored to ordinary sea- 
water, many of them develop into normal larvie. 
A mixture that Delage found to be very efiective 
for sea-urchin ova consisted of 300 c.cm. of sea- 
water, 700 c.cm. of an isotonic solution of sac- 
charose, 15 centigrams of tannin dissolved in dis- 
tilled water, and 3 c.cm. of normal ammoniacal 
solution. It works equally well if the volume of 
the sea-water or of the saccharose be doubled. 
The ova were left for an hour in the mixture, then 
washed several times, and then placed in sea-water, 
where they soon developed. In a few cases fully- 
formed sea-urchins have been reared. There are 
two points of special importance: first, that the 
artificial parthenogenesis has been induced in a 
great variety of types (e.g,, sea-urchin, starfish, 
marine worm, mollusc, fisli, and even amphibian) f 
and, second, that the artificial stimuli effectively 
used are very varied — chemical, physical, and 
mechanical. Artificial parthenogenesis has been 
induced hy altering the chemical composition of 
the water by adding or removing certain salts, or 
by altering the concentration by adding salt and 
sugar, or by subjecting the ova to various influences, 
such as superabundance of carbon dioxide, vapour 
of chloroform, ether, benzol and toluol, the presence 
of butyric acid, blood, serum, and extracts of foreign 
cells, or by exposing the ova to electric currents or 
to mechanical stimulation. Frog’s eggs prioked 
with a needle and washed with blood may proceed 
to develop rapidly and normally. In a few cases 
the parthenogenetic development has been success- 
fully carried beyond the completion of the tadpole 
metamorphosis. The effective stimuli, such as have 
been enumerated above, difier for different lands 
of eggs, and even for eggs of the same 
different stages of ripeness. There is probably 
some common factor in all the effective stimuli, 


mt what it is remains uncertain. 

It is too soon to make more than_ a tentative 
tateraent as to what happens in artificial partheno- 
:enesis. According to some, the artificial changes 
a the medium do not in themselves directly induce 
egmentation, hut modify the intimate constitution 
f the egg in such a way that, when it is retted 
0 its natural medium, it becomes auto-partneno- 
enetic. According to Loeh, the pliysico-chemicai 
gency induces the formation of a ‘fertilization 
lembrane ’ by a change in the surface of the egg 
omparable to that which follows the entrance ot 
spermatozoon. The . first step is a cytolysis o 
artial solution of the cortical layer of the 
erhaps a liquefaction of fatty substances in tne 
ellular emulsion. The result is the 
tie ‘stabilizing envelope’ or ‘fertilization mem- 
rane.’ But the appearance of this membran 
lems to lead to an acceleration of the oxidation 
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going on in the egg ; the egg is activated, and 
segmentation begins. But this may simply lead 
to disintegration, if there is not also a corrective 
factor, and it has been_ possible to devise experi- 
mental conditions that induce activation only and 
others that induce activation and stable develop- 
ment. Thus the presence of a fatty acid, such as 
butyric, may bring about membrane-formation and 
the activation of the egg, while the presence of a 
hypertonic solution (i.e. with increased osmotic 
pressure) may serve as the essential corrective. 
The life of the activated egg may also be saved by 
puttin" it after the membrane-formation for about 
three hours into sea-water practically free from 
oxygen or containing a trace of potassium cyanide. 
In either way. the over-active oxidations in the egg 
may be suppressed. If the eggs are thereafter 
transferred into ordinary sea-water containing free 
oxygen, they often develop normally. Similarly, 
pricking the ovnm of frog or toad with a platinum 
needle and the entrance of some blood corpuscles 
may serve to activate, while the return to the 
normal medium may sen’e as the necessary 
counteractive of disintegration. 

One must not conclude that the rdle of the com- 

E lex living spermatozoon is exhaustively replaced 
y the chemioo-physical agencies referred to, for 
normal fertilization implies more than activation 
and a regulation of the subsequent cleavage. It 
implies a mingling of the heritable qualities of the 
two parents. IVliat the experiments show is that j 
the ovum is quite complete in itself, that certain i 
factors involved in what the spermatozoon effects j 
may be artificially mimicked, and that perfectly i 
normal larvm may be reared from various un- 
fertilized eggs which are not knoivn ever to develop | 
parthenogenetically in natural conditions. The 
remarkable facts that have come to light since 1899 
show that one cannot set limits to the possibility 
of the occurrence of parthenogenesis. Some of the 
experimental conditions which are effective in in- 
ducing parthenogenetic development might find a 
parallel in natural conditions. As yet, no instance 
of either artificial or natural parthenogenesis has 
been observed in the animal Kingdom above the 
level of amphibians. 

Lithratori! J. Locb, Artificial Parthcnogcnitii and Fer- 

tilisation, Chicago, 1913, 2'he llechanUtie Cmiccption of Life : 
Bioloneal Essays, do. 1912 ; P. Geddes and J. Arthur Thom- 
son, The Evolution of Sex, reriscd ed., London, 1001, and Sex, 
do. 1914 ; J. Arthur Thomson, Beredity^, do. 1912. 

J. Arthoti Thomson. 

PARTHIANS.— I. The countpir.— The position 
of Parthia was south and a little east of the 
Caspian Sea. It was bounded on the north bv 
Hyrcania and the Turanian desert, on the south 
by the great salt desert of central Iran, on the east 
by Ariana, and on the west by Media. Roughly, 
it corresponded with the northern part of Khorasan. 
The name of the country, Parthia, is regarded ns 
having been derived from that of its south-west 
province, Pnrthyene. 

2. The people. — ^The Parthians were an Iranian 
tribe named in the inscriptions of Darius Far- 
thava, called by the Greeks HapOvaioi. _ Justin 
(xli.) describes them as Scythian exiles, their name 
being explained as meaning ‘refugee' in that 
language. It is doubtful udiother_ any of the 
stories as to the origin of the Parthians are trust- 
worthy. Moses of Chorene calls them descendants 
of Abraham by Koturah, whilst Strabo and_ others 
regard them as Soytiiians sent by Sesostris from 
Scythia when ho returned from that country. The 
first authentic information concerning them, how- 
ever, is that of Darius, who represents them as 
inhabiting the tract with which they have always 
been associated. It is therefore probable that they 
were added to the Persian empire by C^ns, the 
conqueror of Babylon, about 550 B.C. Herodotus 


(iiL 93) speaks of them as belonging to the 16th 
division, or satrapy’, of Darius, and as paying, 
W’ith the Chorasmians, Sogdians, and Areians, a 
tribute of 300 talents of silver. 

3- History. — However faithful the Parthians may 
have been to their overlord in the years preceding 
the accession of Darius Hystaspes, there seems to 
be no doubt that, while he was at Babylon, they 
revolted, with other tribes or nationalities, in 
favour of one of the pretenders with whom he 
had to contend. Their sympathies were evidently 
Avith Phraortes the Mede, and in this they had 
the support of Hyrcania. As Darius’s father, 
Hystaspes, was the general who defeated the ^ied 
rebel armies there, it seems probable that they 
were in the province which lie governed. The 
first battle took place in Vispauzatis (Hj’spaostisa), 
in Patthia_, but, notwithstanding the success whidi 
Darius claims for his father on that occasion, it is 
clear that ho had not troops enough, and reinforce- 
ments had to be sent from Persia. The second 
battle, in which Hystaspes was entirely victorious, 
took place near the city of Patigrabana, also in 
Parthia. In the war of Xerxes against the Greeks 
the Parthians were in the same division as the 
Bactrians, and were commanded by Artabazos 
(Herod, vii. 66). To all appearance they remained 
faithful to Persia to the end, serving in the army 
at Arbela against Alexander, to whom, however, 
they made but a feeble resistance when he passed 
through their country on his way to Bactria. 

4. Rise to power. — Very scanty materials for 
the early history of the Parthian kingdom exist, 
and only fabulous legends concerning it are given 
by Arrian in his Farthica (Photius, cod. 68; 
Syncellus, p. 539 f.). Hero Amaces, the founder 
of the great Parthian dynasty, with his brother 
Tiridates, originates in the royal house of the 
Acluemenians. The young Tiridates having been 
insulted by the prefect Agathocles or Pheredes, 
the brothers, with five companions (like the seven 
Persian supporters of Darius), slay him, and Arsaces 
mounts the throne. There is nothing improbable in 
all this, tot the statement that Arsaces died after 
two years and was succeeded by Tiridates seems 
impossible, in view of the fact that the former 
reigned about 37 years. Arsaces I. maintained 
himself not only in Parthia, but also in Hjrcania, 
though constantly threatened by Diodotus of 
Bactria (Justin, xli. 4). Arsaces is said to have 
fled, about 238 B.C., to the nomadic tribe of the 
Aspasiacffi, owing to the march of Seleucus n. 
eastwards (Strabo, xi. 613). A rebellion in Syria, 
however, soon compelled Seleucus to retire, and 
Arsaces returned victorious to Parthia. According 
to Justin (xli. 4), the day of this victory was cele- 
brated as that of Parthian independence. Arsaces 
was proclaimed king at Asaak (Kuchan in the 
upper Atrec valley) and founded Dara in Apa- 
varktikino, now Kelat, farther to the east. His 
son, Arsaces II., was attacked by Antioohus in. 
(the Great) in 209 b.c., and certain Parthian and 
Hyrcanian toums were captured by him. The 
successor of Arsaces ii., Pnapatius (Justin), ruled 
15 years (190-175 B.C.), and Phraates, who followed 
on the throne (175-170 n.C.), subjugated the Mardi 
in the Elburz. This ruler, notwithstanding that 
he had many sons, left his throne (following an 
old Elamite custom) to his brother, blithridates i. 
(170-138 B.C.). Having subdued the Medes, the 
El3’means, the Persians, and the Bactrians, Mithri- 
dutes extended his conquests in India beyond those 
of Alexander, subjugated Syria, and added Baby- 
lonia (see § 9) and Mesopotamia to his empire, 
which now had the Ganges ns its eastern and the 
Euphrates as its western boundary. Among other 
great rulers of Parthia may be mentioned Phraates 
1 It. (ISS-I 27 E.C.), who defeated Antiochus Sidetes, 
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but was himself slain in a battle with the Scyth- 
ians who had helped Antioehus ; and Phraates lii. 
(70-57 B.C.), who supported the younger Tigranes 
of Armenia against his father, and re-obtained 
possession of Mesopotamia in consequence. He 
was murdered about 57 B.c, by his two sons. The 
dynasty of Arsaces lasted until A.D. 229, when it 
was ended by the native Sasanian dynasty of 
Persia, under Artaxerxes i., son of its founder. 

5" Character. — An active mountainous race, the 
Parthians were very warlike and courageous. 
They early learned the value of accurate shooting, 
and attained reno^vn as archers, owing to their 
skill with the bow on horseback. Their fame as 
horsemen was for this same reason equally great. 
Even whilst going at full speed, they discharged 
their arrows with such precision that they could 
prevent an enemy from following them in their 
flight.^ The cavalry formed the strength of the 
Parthian army ; as for the infantry, tliis was com- 
posed mainly of slaves who had been bought and 
trained for military service. 

6 . Civilization and language. — It is doubtful 
whether the Parthians were of Scythian origin or 
not (§ 2), but it is known that certain Scythian 
nomads became the ruling race in the State. Ex- 
tensive landed property was given to them, and 
they formed the king’s council, which appointed 
the successor. These Scythians, however, ulti- 
mately became, as ivas to be expected, one Avith 
the Parthian nation. Such an amalgamation ivas 
rendered all the easier because of the likeness of 
their language, for Parthian Avas looked upon as a 
mixture of Scythian and Median (according to E. 
Meyer=Iranian). Being, hoAi’ever, ‘philhellenes* 
and altogether under the influence of Greek art 
and civilization, the kings, on their coins, and 
probably also in official documents, used the Greek 
language, so that no specimens of ancient Parthian 
have come doAvn to us. That their language 
should have been the original of that strange 
jargon, Pahlavi, as contended by some (Meyer 
regards the Avord as a corruption of Parthava, 

‘ Parthian ’), is in the highest degree improbable. I 
The tongue Avhich, mingled Avitli Pahlavi, made it 
a ‘ jargon ’ Avas not Greek, but Aramaean. The I 
Iranian element of Pahlavi Avas Persian. 

7. Religion. — As the early history of the Par- 
thians is practically unknoAvn, the religion Avhich 
they professed is still a hidden detail. The Scyth- 
ian element in the country is said to have adopted 
the religion of Zoroaster, and this probably became 
its official creed — an ‘ everlasting fire ’ Avas main- 
tained in the royal toAA'n of Asaak. 

8. Personal characteristics. — The Parthian coins 
shoAv, on the obverse, the king's head in profile. 
He is bearded, and his hair, combed down on to 
his forehead, is confined by a fillet. The later 
kings have tiaras and shorter beards than the 
earlier. On the reverse of some of the coins is a 
representation of a soldier seated. He is beard- 
less, and Avears a hat Avith a brim, tight-fitting 
breeches, and a short cloak. In his outstretched 
hand he holds the national AA’eapon, the bow. This 
apparently gives the costume of their renoAvned 
archer-cavalry. 

9. The Parthians in the late Babylonian inscrip- 
tions. — There is hardly any doubt that more in- 
formation concerning the Parthians will come to 
light from excavations and explorations in the 
nearer East. Several large Babylonian tablets, 
gmng very minute details of the history of the 
Arsacidean period, are preserved in the British 
Museum. So far, however, the distinguishing 
names of the individual kings of the dynasty are 
rarely obtainable from this source, as they all bear 
the dynastic appellation ArSakaa or ArSaJcam, i.e, 
Arsaces. 


One of these tablets states that the Babylonians of Seleucia on 
the Tigris opposed Antioehus, and refers to a conflict with the 
Elamites, led, apparently, by a genend named ParsQ. Antioehus 
fled with a few soldiers. Another fragment refers to the people 
havungfled from certain plunderers (Arfidya, ‘Arabs’), who then 
infested the country. Later on (seemingly) fighting took place 
between the Babylonians (people and leaders) and ‘ the son of 
the king and his army.’ After a gap an announcement follows 
m which (the king of Parthia ?) refers to some one (who belonged 
t?] to Artabanus, his brother) having been killed. He fought 
with (the enemy) and effected a great slaughter, and those who 
saved themselves by flight (including the son of the king) were 
pursued into the mountain-fastnesses. The ‘ Arabs' thereupon 
began plundering again, as in former days, but the vrriter notes 
that Arsaces {Arlakaa), the king, proceeded in that month 
‘ into the remote cities of the land of Gutium’ (Media), to make 
battle. It may, from this, be conjectured that the ordered rule 
of the Parthians was a welcome relief from the anarchy which 
seems previously to have prevailed in some of the lands which 
they conquered. As Artabanus was brother of Arsaces vi. 
(Mithridates I., 170-1S8 B.C.), some or all of the above details 
probably refer to his reign. 

Tlie Babylonian inscriptions of the Parthian 
period Avere Avritten Aidth the object of furnishing 
astrological data for historical forecasts. In addi- 
tion to these, tablets of the nature of contracts 
have also been found. Their dates generally com- 
bine the Greek equivalent era Avith that of the Arsa- 
cidfe. As far as can be judged from the records 
handed doAvn, the national life of Babylonia, as 
Avell as the religious institutions, Avent on much 
the same as during the reigns of their OAvn kings, 
and it is probaWe that the same liberal rule 
prevailed in all the provinces under Parthian 


sway. 
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T. 6. Pinches. 

PASCAL.-— Blaise Pascal Avas born at Clermont- 
Ferrand on IBth June 1623, and died in Paris on 
17tli Aug. 1C62. His father, Etienne Pascal, Avas 
president of the Court of Aids at Clermont Avhen 
Blaise Avas bom. The earliest anecdote told of the 
child recounts that, Avhen he Avas a year old, he 
Avas cured by magical means of an illness Avhich 
Avas supposed to have been superinduced by a 
Avitch, In 1626 Pascal’s mother, nie Antoinette 
B6gon, died ; in 1631 his father, with his family, 
consisting of Blaise, Gilberte (bom in 1620, after- 
wards married to M. P6rier), and Jacqueline (bora 
in 1625, afterAvards Soeur de Sainte Euph^raie in 
Port-Koyal), moved to Paris in order to devoW 
himself to the education of his son, Avhose precoci- 
ousness was remarkable. There he fell into disgrace 
Avith Richelieu for having protested against an 
administrative reduction of the rentes of the hfitel- 
de-vBle, some of Avhich he had purchased. Being, 
however, restored to favour, ^e was appointed 
intendant of Rouen by the cardinal in 1639. After 
nine years’ residence in Rouen there_ folloAved a 
stay of tAVo years in Clermont, and in 1650 the 
Pascal family returned to Paris. Shortly after- 
wards Jacqueline joined Port-Royal (she wM 
professed on 6th June 1653) — Gilberte had alrMdy 
married Pdrier — and Etienne, the father, died in 


Sept. 1651. , . t H n 

Such is the bare outline of the history of the 
amily in which Pascal Avas brought up, and, as Ave 
hall see, Avliat little light it throivs on the origin 
r development of the genius Avhich illuminates 11 
omes from the father and the sister 
Ve are, nevertheless, forced, perhaps not 
dvantage, to rely for an estimate of Pascal s 
a history mainly on the events of his oavu lue m 
llustrated by his literary remains. And that place 
dll be found to be determined by_ three 
actors ; his aptitude for mathematics, his Avntings 
n religion, and his psychology. 
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I. His mathematical aptitude.— Pascal’s sister, 
Madame Pdrier, is our autliority for the statement 
that, the study of geometry being -withheld from 
him by liis father, he was found one day by the 
latter with the fibres of the first 32 propositions 
of the first book of Enclidlworked out independently, 
and this -while stUI a boy. He was now encouraged 
to study mathematics and was admitted to the 
weekly meeting of a small body of scientists who 
formed the numeus of the future Royal Academy 
of Sciences. Wlien only sixteen years old, he 
drew up a treatise on conic sections under six 
heads, entitled (1) 'Generatio coni sectionum 


tangentium et secantium,’ (2) ‘De hexagrammate 
mystico et conico,’ (3) ‘ De qnatuor tangentibus et 
rectis punctm tactuum jungentibus, unde rectarum 
harmonice sectarum et diametrorum proprietates 
oriuntur,’ (4) ‘De proportionibus segmentorum 
secantium et tangentium,’ (5) ‘De tractionibus 
conicis,’ (6) ‘ De loco solido.’ This treatise was 
found among_ Pascal’s papers after his death and 
was communicated to Leitmiz, who, in 1676, urged 
its instant publication on account of its importance 
and originality. A r6sum6, however, of its results 
had been published by Pascal himself in 1640. 
The keystone of his theory was what he called the 
mystic hexagram, as to which he proved that the 
Intersections of the three pairs of opposite sides of 
a hexagon inscribed in a conic are collinear. From 
this he deduced more than 400 corollaries. 


While assisting his father in the collection of 
taxes at Rouen, Pascal found that long and tedioua 
calculations were frequently necessary. His 
impatient spirit and fertile brain hit accordingly 
on the idea of making a machine which should 
automatically work out these troublesome arith- 
metical problems. He was so hampered by diffi- 
culties in the manipulation of the necessa^ 
material that, though he conceived the idea in 
1643, it being, as he said, * the efibrt of a man of 
twenty years old,’ he did not secure the royal 
privilege for it till 1649, and it was not till 1652 
that he was able to show that final form of his 
machine which is now deposited in the Con- 
servatoire des Arts et Metiers. 


Pure mathematics still held Pascal, however, ns 
is shown by his exercises on the cycloid, which 
date from 1658. Roberval had defined the area of 
the curve and the volume described by its revolu- 
tion round its axis and round its base. Pascal 
then determined the segments of the area and the 
volumes as well as their centres of gra-vity, and, 
under the pseudonym of Dettonville, invited the 
leading mathematicians of the day to contend for 
a prize for the solution of such problems. Though 
Wallis of Oxford and others sent in essays, Ihe 
proposal came to nothing, and Pascal finally pub- 
Ifahed his own conclusions. These give Pascal 
high rank among the professors of the infinitesimal 
and differential calculus. It is worthy of note 
that, while engaged on this laborious work, Pascal 
was_ continuously under bodily suffering, and that 
his ideas on the properties of the cycloid came to 
him while sleepless through riolent toothache. 

It is not possible to hx precisely the date of 
another work of Pascal’s which was concerned 
with the theory of probabilities. In that period 
of his life which preceded his 'second conversion’ 
and_ followed the death of his father, he was 
familiar with sundry young men of fasliion such 
as the Due de Roannez and the Chevalier de M6r6, 
and out of their experience of the gaming table 
rose a desire that he should treat mathematically 
the laws of chance. On this ensued a corre- 
spondence of Pascal with Fermat (see I. Todhunter, 
Asf. o/ tAc Mathematical Theory of Probability, 
Cambridge, 1865, pp. 7-21), but Pascal, though he 
seems to have contemplated a larger work, printed 
in 1654 only a fragment on the arithmetical 
triangle, which, however, was not published till 
1665. 

2 . Writings on relirfon.— Though Pascal occu- 
pies an honourable place among the leaders of 
mathematical thought, he will always be most 
widely known for bis writings on religion, especi- 
ally the PensSes and, above all, the Provinciates. 
To appreciate these duly, however, we must first 
understand the ground and consequence of Pascal’s 
religions outlook, 

'The first factor, in order of time, which falls to 


From pure mathematics Pascal now turned to 
physics, after this excursion into mechanics. In 
the 17th cent, the dispute whether Nature abhorred 
a vacuum or not was unsettled. An intemiolecular 
vacuum was admitted on both sides, but it was 
doubtful if any other kind of vacuum were possible 
in Nature. Descartes affirmed such a vacuum 
impossible and inconceivable. The atomiste 
affirmed the contrary. The experiments of Torri- 
celli (1608-47) under the inspiration of Galileo had 
resulted in the proof of the weight of the air and 
in the record of this fact in the barometer (the 
‘Torricellian vacuum’) which was manufactured 
in 1643. Pascal interested himself in the subject, 
and in 1647 published his Nouvcllcs experiences sur 
le vide, followed by experiments in the next year 
in the Puy-de-D6me and in Paris to determine 
whether the weight of the air was identical at all 
heights above sea-level. 

‘ n,’ as he said, • itie found that the height of the qulck-aUver 
13 less at the top than at the bottom of the mountain, we must 
necessarily conclude that the -weight or pressure of theair is 
the sole cause, and not any horror of a vacuum, since it is quite 
certain that there is more air at the bottom than at the top, for 
nobody could hold that nature abhors a -vacuum more at the 
foot than at the top of the mountain ’ (CEuvres, iii. 265). 

It is not too much to say that modem physics 
dates from the conclusions of Pascal come to ,in 
1648. He broke with reluctance, he tells us, from 
tlie dogmas of the schools. 

, ' From the first of these principles, that nature has an invinc. 
iple horror of a vacuum, I have passed to the second, that she 
has a horror but not an invincible horror, and lastly, from that 
w a third belief that nature has no horror of a vacuum at all ’ 
(»6. ii. S71), 


be considered is the atmosphere of the home of 
Pascal’s early days. It might be too severe to 
think of it as darkened by any Puritanical gloom. 
The words, * We only think of Aristotle and Plato 
as clod in the philosopher’s toga. But they were 
good fellows and like the rest they laughed with 
their friends’ (Pensges, no. 55 [vol. i. p. 150]), 
seem to describe accurately the two sides or Etienne 
Pascal’s home. It was the home at once of a 
Stoic philosopher, a grave man of affairs, and a 
cultured man of the world to whom a -wise gaiety 
was not unknovvn. Moreover, the meater part of 
Blaise Pascal’s life was spent in Paris, and the 
nine years spent in the capital of Normandy — a 
province where culture -was specially developed — 
were dignified by the friendship of the illustrious 
Corneille. In any case, -whether in Paris or inRouen, 
Pascal was thrown into a society whose polish and 
refinement would eflectually open to him whatever 
joys the ‘ morale des honn6tes gens’ might give. 

On the other hand, Pascal’s father was of an 
aristocratic Stoicism, -with strong -views about the 
educ.ation of Ibis family and belief in his power to 
supply it. He had his ‘ system,’ and tliis demanded 
the study of languages and literature before that 
of mathematics. It also insisted that the pupil 
should take nothing for granted, but in all things 
abandon prejudice and think for himself. This 
enables us to understand partly why Pascal stood 
forth in all that he did as original, -n-hether a-s 
discoverer or inventor or as the champion of 
religion. But at the last it is to the imperious 
genius of Pascal himself tliat we must attribute 
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that character of masterfulness, self-assuredness, 
and readiness to follow the argument whitherso- 
ever it might lead which we find in all that he set 
his hand to. 

Two authors have been singled out as having 
contributed beyond others to the development of 
Pascal’s mind — Epictetus and Montaigne— and not 
only because of the ‘entretien sur Epictbte et 
Montaigne ’ held by him with Isaac Lemaistre de 
Saci soon after his entrance into Port-Koyal. 
There Pascal maintained against his friendly 
opponent that those two authors were neither 
dangerous nor useless. Of Epictetus he said ; 

‘ Behold the light of this great spirit who has so well known 
the duty of man. I dare to say that he ivould deserve to be 
worshipped if he had known equally well his impotence, since 
one must be God to teach man both. Also, as he was earth and 
ashes, after having so well understood what we ought to do, 
see how he loses himself in the presumption of what we can ' 
(‘ Entretien de Pascal aveo JI. Saci,’ (Euvres, iv. 8S). 

For man to count on himself is to Pascal the sign 
‘ d’une superbe diabolique ’ {ib. iv. 36), and it was 
this, he said, that led Epictetus to believe that the 
soul is part of the divine substance, and that pain 
and death are not evils. Instinctively Pascal felt 
that the humility of Epictetus (though it might be 
the humility of Jean Jacques Rousseau) rvas not 
the humility of the Christian. 

If Epictetus attracted Pascal by his insistence 
that man was but an actor in a comedy whoso 
length depended on the will of the Master, it was 
Montaigne among the critics of ‘le moi haissable’ 
who most deeply afiected him. And he did this 
because of a certain afiinity of scepticism which 
drew the bold intellect of Pascal irresistibly to 
the mocking humanist who went to Mass because 
Cicero bade him go. Sainte-Beuve has finely said 
that Montaigne can be studied .in the bosom of 
Pascal. 

‘ He was for him at certain times the fox of the Spartan boy 
conceaied under his cloak. Pascal was frequently laid bold of 
by him, bitten and devoured. In vain he overthrows and 
rejects him ; the wily one returns. He is disturbed by him, he 
quotes and transcribes him. . . . We might sum it all up in 
sajing that Pascal in ali his iife and work has oniy done and 
only wanted to do two things : to fight to the death the Jesuits 
in the Provinciales, to ruin and annihilate Hontaigne in the 
Pensiet ’ {Port-Royal, ii. 387 f.). 

But Pascal could neither be content with the 
sceptical indifference of Montaigne nor do more 
than justice to the rational Stoicism of Epictetus. 
On the other hand, he was still less attracted by 
sceptical Epicureanism, if only because its ultimate 
moral effect is a general relaxation of the will to 
good. He was sufficiently conscious of man’s nn- 
worthiness' to draw upon himself the appellation 
of ‘ce sublime misanthrope’ (Voltaire, Lettres 
philosqph. xxv.). He testifies to his sense of man’s 
weakness apart from grace when he says that 
‘man is neither angel nor beast, and the evil is 
that he who would make the angel makes the beast ’ 
(Peas^es, no. 358 [ii. 271]). Again, though a hold, 
keen, and original thinker, he was deeply con- 
vinced of the limitations of reason and of human 
culture in general. This conviction led him to say 
that ‘to mock at philosophy is true philosophy,’ 
that ‘true eloquence mocks at eloquence, true 
morality at morality; that is to say, that the 
morality of judgment mocks at the morality of 
feeling, for this is under no rule ’ {ib. no. 4 [i. 17]). 
He sees clearly enough that philosophy can do 
something, hut that it cannot do all. A higher 
principle is req^uired to cairy on the work of j 
philosophy, and ne finds this in faith. Pascal saw 
that * there are reasons which transcend our , 
reason’; that, though ‘all our dignity consists in 
thought,’ yet that that thought is folly; man’s 
thought never attains to satisfaction, for ‘nature 
confounds the sceptics and reason the dogmatists.’ 
Even from this misery of a nature hopelessly 
divided against itself Pascal draws the consolation 


that, though ‘to Icuow one’s self miserable is 
misery indeed, yet this misery is a murk of our 
greatness since ive are conscious of it. It is the 
rnisery of ’a grand Seigneur, of a dispossessed King’ 
{ib. no. 398 [ii. 303]). Pascal’s indomitable spins 
preserved him from all pessimism of the heart. He 
refused to rest in impotence os the last word about 
man; Impotent though in himself he might be, 
yet he was not left to himself. With him and 
above him was God, and the bridge by which God 
was reached was called faith. The radical contra- 
dictions in man’s nature did not for him point to 
religious indiflerence, or to a ‘ religion de coutunie,’ 
but they drove him to that religion which promised 
to show how they could be got rid of or be recon- 
ciled. 

In Jan. 1646 Etienne Pascal fell on the ice and 
dislocated his thigh. Then followed a period of 
retirement, during which he and his family studied 
works by Jansenius, Amauld, and Saint Cyran, 
from which resulted what is called the ‘ first con- 
version ’ of Pascal, the nature of the Port-Royal 
appeal and its effect on him being somewhat 
similar to those of the Serious Call on Dr. Johnson. 
This did not lead him to surrender his scientific 
interests, for in the same year he was engaged on 
his researches on the question of a vacuum referred 
to above. Meanwhile bis sister Jacqueline, with 
his sympathy, was being drawn towards Port- 
Royal, tnough she did not take the vows till 
5th June 1653. At the same time (1647) Pascal 
was attending sermons preached by Antoine 
Singlin, confessor to Port-Royal. There ensued a 
period of worldliness broken by the death of hia 
father on 24th Sept. 1651. Soon after he wrote hia 
short Discours sur les passions de V amour. Much 
has been made of a carriage accident which 

a ened as Pascal was being driven over the Pont 
enilly, when the horses ran away, nud two out 
of the four (or six ?) fell into the Seine. Whether 
this had anything to do with Pascal’s second and 
definite conversion is doubtful. What is certain 
is that towards the end pf 1653 he was the recipient 
of an extraordinary spiritual illumination by which 
he was raised above all the interests that had 
before occupied him, or, to be more accurate, was 
enabled for the rest of his life to approach them as 
merely affording materials for heavenly contempla- 
tion. This ecstasy is dated 23rd_ Nov. (1653 or) 
1654, and an enigmatic record of it was found m 
two copies, one of parchment and one of paper, 
stitched up in his doublet after his death. It ran : 

■ The year oJ grace 1654, 

Monday 23ra November, day of Bt. Olement, 
pope and martyr, ond others of the maityrologinm ; 

Eve of St. Ohrysogonus, martyr, and others, 
from about ten at night 
to half past twelve. 

Fise. 

God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, 

Not of philosophers and savants. 

Certainty, Joy, certainty, feeling, peace, joy. 

God of Jesus Christ. 

My God and thy God (Joh. 20W) 

Thy God shall be my God (Euth). _ 

Forgetfulness of the world, and of everything save woa. 

He IS only found by the ways taught 
In the Gospel. Greatness of the human soul. 

Righteous Father, the world has not 
Known thee, but I have known thee (Joh. 17). 

Joy, joy, Joy, and tears of Joy. 

I have separated myself from it. 

Dereliquemnt me fontem. 

My God, wilt thou leave me ? . „ 

That I may not be separated from thee eternally. 

This Is life eternal that they may know thee 
The only true God and him whom thon hast sent, 

Jesus Christ. 

Jescs Chbist. . 

I have separated myself from it, I have renounced 

That I may not be separated from him for ever. 

He is only to be kept by the ways taught 
In the Gospel. 
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Sinunciation Total and Sxeeet. 

Total submission to Jesus Christ and to my director. 
Eternally In joy for one day of trial on earth. 

Non obliviscar sermones luos. Amen.’ 

Of the two copies of this memorial (some- 
times perversely called ‘ amulet ’) the paper copy 
in Pascal’s own handwriting seems to he a rough 
draft for the other, which in the present form is a 
copie figurde made hy Louis Pdrier from the now 
lost parchment. Along its left side is written at 
right angles to the text : 

‘ Hero Is the copie figurie of a parchment found after the 
death of Ur. Pascal, my uncle, written by his hand and sewn In 
the lininn of his doublet— P6rier L., Priest and Canon of the 
Cathedral Church of Clermont.’ 

This memorial is a decisive landmark in the 
history of Pascal, and serves to mark the transfer 
of his interest from the worldly life and the life of 
reason to the religious and ascetic mode of living. 
He had received tlie call of the living God, and ful 
things else henceforth were to his taste but Dead 
Sea apples. He had before tried what reason and 
custom — i.e., what the conscious mind {V esprit) and 
the unconscious — could do. By custom he means 
those blind, automatic forces which are stronger 
than all merely conscious activities, and it is this 
that he had in mind when he gave the advice that 
we should follow what the converted do, ‘ for in 
doing what they believed in, in taking holy water, 
hearing Mass, etc., you will naturally come to 
believe and you will stupefy yourself (et vous 
abfitira)’ {Pensies, no. 252 [ii. 185]), where ahetir 
means only that the mind will enjoy the immediacy 
of feeling of the lower animals undisturbed by 
ideal constructions of the intellect. IJow, Pascal 
has learned what can be done by a new and higher 
power — inspiration. Before, he would have said 
that the heart is creative in us ; now, he discovers 
that it is God Himself who immediately acts in us 
and through us. The direct result of the experi- 
ence of this presence and power of God in him was 
the decision to join the Port-Boyal recluses, which 
he did in Jan. 1655. There he found the solitude 
and ascetic mode of living which had now become 
necessary to him, and there, too, he found himself 
amid - kindred spirits. He did not, however, 
definitely enrol himself as a member of the com- 
munity, and did not consider^ himself _ ns _ really 
belonging to it. To use a familiar distinction, he 
was an adherent rather than a member of Port- 
Eoyal, and ho often left the lay convent to live for 
a time in Paris. 

On Friday, 24th March 1656, an event occurred at 
Port-Royal which had a remarkable effect on the 
now prepared mind of Pascal — the miracle of the 
holy thorn. 

An nbb6, Roi da la Porterle, had lent from his private chapel 
to the convent of Port-Roynl of Paris o thorn from the holy 
crown of our ^viour. The relic was placed for adoration In 
tile middle of the choir. Among the worshippers came 
Marguerite Pdrier, the ten-year-old niece of Pascal, who was 
suffering from an ulcer of the eye which had oltccled the bone 
of the nose. When her turn came, she applied the thorn to her 
eye and prayed that it might be cured, it was cured, and the 
cure wag proved to bo complete. Other miracles of healing 
took place, and the holy thorn refused to do cures outside 
Port-Royal. 

So much was Pascal impressed that he took for 
his emblem an eye surrounded by a crown of thorns 
with the motto: ‘Scio cui credidi,’ And tho 
certitude which he now felt could hardly be in- 
creased by the remarkable conversion of Charlotte 
Gouffier ue Roannez, sister of his old friend, the 
Due de Roannez, Pascal became for a time her 
director, and in that capacity "wrote her a serics of 
letters of which only a few fragments remain. 
Mile, de Roannez was received into Port-Rojml in 
July 1657, and ns long os Pascal lived -she resisted 
aU efforts to get her back to the "world. _ After- 
wards, however, she left Port-Royal, married the 


Due de la Feuillade, and died in 1683 after having 
for twelve years repented her apostasy. 

Lcs Provincialcs. — But a far more it^ortant 
work was begun by Pascal before Mile, de Roannez 
demanded his care. In 1656 he began the series of 
attocks on the Jesuits on -which lus literary fame 
chiefly rests. The outer history of the Provincial 
Letters belongs to the history of Port-Royal (see 
Jansenism) ; we are concerned here oi^Sy with 
Pascal’s contribution to it. 

On 14th Jan. 1656 Arnauld was condemned by a 
packed court of the Sorbonne for false doctrine on 
the point of sufficient as distinct from effectual 
grace. Port-Royal appealed to another court — 
the court of the public— and Pascal was chosen as 
their advocate. He was no theologian and had 
little taste for theological subtleties. On the other 
hand, he felt deeply the gravity of all that affected 
morality, and "with a sure instinct he struck at the 
weak point in the armoury of the enemies of his 
Jansenist friends — the system of casuistry of the 
Jesuits. He wrote in the name of an imaginary 
man of position, Louis de Montalte, to a friend 
living in the country who was figured as desirous 
of knowing what was the meaning of the disputes 

f oing on m the Sorbonne. The first of these 
'etites Lettres, as they were commonly called, 
appeared on 23rd Jan. 1666, and the eighteenth 
and last is dated 24th March 1657. In the first 
three Letters he was content to stand on tho defen- 
sive and discuss "ivitli his own peculiar irony the 
questions of sufficient and eflectnal grace and of 
roximate power. Thus he made play with the 
istinction between words and the ideas for which 
words stand, and inquired how grace could be 
sufficient and not effectual in fact. Was not this 
as good as saying that grace is at once sufficient 
and insufficient! Pascal illustrates the condition 
of the Church by comparing it to a man wlio is 
left half-dead by robbers, and sends for three 
physicians. The first, on seeing him, declares his 
wounds mortal and God alone able to cure him. 
The second flatters him and assures him that he 
has sufficient strength to get home. The third, 
after examining him, agrees with the second and 
combines with the second to chase a-u’ay the first. 
On this the sufferer turns to the third doctor, who 
tells him that he has sufficient strength for the 
journey because he has legs, and legs are the 
instrument made for walking. ‘ But,’ inquires the 
sick man, ‘ have I strength enough to use them ! ’ 

* Certainly not,’ says the doctor, ‘ and you "uill not 
walk unless God gives you supernatural strength.’ 
* Then yon are not of the same opinion as your 
colleague as to my real condition,’ and the doctor 
admits that he is not. It would be difficult to put 
more concisely the hollowness of the league formed 
by the Dominicans and Jesuits against the 
Jansenists. Similarly, Pascal, in discussing tho 
meaning of ‘proximate power,’ asks whether a 
man would have tho proximate power of crossing 
a river if he had a boat and oars and whatever 
might be necessary, or whether a man -with eyes 
had the proximate power of seeing in tho dark. 
On being told that a man with the power of sight 
and in the daylight had this proximate power, ho 
inquires whether the righteous have always the 
proximate power of keeping tho Commandments 
of God, and is told that they have, but that they 
might not have effectual grace to enable them to 
pray to God for that purpose. It came to this, 
then, that the righteous have the proximate power 
when the nhrase is abstracted from all meaning ; 
that the phrase had no authority from the Scrip- 
tures, councils, or popes, but that, it being adopted 
by the majority of the court, Arnauld must adopt 
it also or bo pronounced heretical. 

In his fourth Letter, which opens like a Catiline 
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oration (‘ There is nothing like the Jesuits ’) Pascal 
turns his guns with a magnificent offensive on the 
Jesuits, but contents himself in this Letter with 
drawing on his Jesuit interlocutor the consequences 
of his assertion that ‘an action cannot be con- 
sidered sinful if God does not give us, before we 
commit it, knowledge of its evil and an inspiration 
which stirs us up to avoid it.’ 

In his fifth Letter Pascal addresses himself to an 
examination of what it was that the Jesuits 
actually taught, and attacks the basis of their 
system, which he finds in their underlying deter- 
mination to substitute their o-wn dominion for the 
dominion of God. From this followed as a practical 
corollary that, as the average man is incapable of 
a liigh degree of saintliness, religion must be made 
easy for him. And this the Jesuits carried out by 
their doctrine of probabilism. On this doctrine 
and the practical use made of the ‘direction of 
the intention ’ Pascal pours out the vials of 
his scorn and derision in this and the next five 
Letters. 

On the day when the fifth Provincial appeared 
{20th March 1656) the recluses of Port-Eoyal were 
obliged to disperse as a consequence of Amauld’s 
condemnation. Four days later occurred the 
miracle of the holy thorn — a matter of rejoicing 
to the Jansenists, of confusion to the Jesuits. 
Pascal in particular was rejoiced, for God had 
Himself plainly spoken. Moreover, the recluses 
were allowed to return to Port-Royal, and Pascal 
continued his assaults till 2nd Aug., when the 
tenth Letter appeared. 

After this he drops the fiction of the provincial 
friend and addresses himself explicitly to the 
‘reverend Jesuit fathers,’ in the eleventh onward 
to the eighteenth Letter. Nor was he to be 
turned from his purpose of attacking the moral 
maxims of the Society of Jesus by the appearance 
of Alexander vii.’s bull of 16th Oct. 1656, which 
condemned the famous five propositions alleged to 
be extracted from the Augustinus of Jansenius. 
This appeared a fortnight after the publication of 
the thirteenth Letter. The seventeenth and eigh- 
teenth Letters are addressed to Fran 9 ois Annat 
(a Latinized form of his original name Canard), a 
provincial of his order, and for sixteen years con- 
fessor to Louis xrv. Pascal writes to him as the 
representative of the French Jesuits. 

It is not surprising that in so heated a contro- 
versy as the Provincial Letters aroused Pascal 
should have been charged ivith heresy, inaccurate 
quotation, ridiculing sacred things, attributing to 
the Jesuit Society as a whole the eccentric opinions 
of obscure members, and appealing to pruriency. 
But the only charge which is even plausibly serious 
is that he spoke falsely when he declared that he 
was not of Port-Royal. In the seventeenth Letter 
he refers his opponents to his previous Letters, in 
which he had declared that ‘ne was alone’ and 
that he was ‘not of Port-Royal.’ The passages to 
which he refers are in the twelfth and sixteenth 
Letters. In the former he is alluding to the 
impostures of the Jesuits, and he says : 

• Indeed, fathers, you are more suspect in this matter than I ; 
for it is not likely that being alone as I am, without power and 
without any human support against so powerful a body, being 
sustained only by truth and sincerity I should have exposed 
myself to lose all in exposing myself to be convicted of 
imposture.’ 

And in the sixteenth Letter, in rebutting the 
accusation of being a heretic of Port-Koyal, he 
says : 

• I know, fathers, the merit of those pious solitaries who have 
retired thither and how much the Churcii owes to their edifying 
and solid labours. I know their piety and their lights ; for 
although I have never been admitted to their establishment (eu 
itablissement avec eux), as you would fain believe wthout 
kno>Ying who I am, yet I have unbroken acquaintance with 
some of them, and I honour the virtue of them all.' 


As a matter of fact, Port-Royal was a home of 
recluses, and Pascal was not one of them. Some 
of the Provincials, indeed, were written at the Roi 
David Inn, where Pascal frequently lodged under 
the name of M. de Mons, so that Pascal’s asser- 
tions on this head are abundantly justified. 

On the merits of the dispute it is enough to 
say that Pascal was a champion of the genuine 
moralitjr of the gospel which is founded on a life 
that is indeterminate, and, therefore, not as such 

£ atient of formulation in treatises of casuistry. 

lOve, while it remains love, meets each case as it 
arises and decides by its oyvn intuitions. The 
weakness of the Jesuits’ position lay in the very 
success of their logic. Having begun by legalizing, 
i.e. externalizing, the freedom which is at the 
heart of all morality, they were driven farther and 
farther from life into the intellectual analysis of 
propositions. Nor was it of any avail for them to 
plead that much of what they taught they had 
mherited, or that every man is forced from time to 
time to distinguish, qualify, or even explain away 
a precept of ethics. Their original sin was not 
that they invented, hut that they perfected, a 
casuistry which was a substitute for life and love 
— not their living and ever-changing expression. 
Since Pascal’s tremendous indictment of ecclesi- 
astical ethics, that science has passed more and 
more into lay hands, and Pascal may he said to 
have done for morality what Luther did for 
religion — freed it from the perversities of experts 
and made it the business of everybo^. 

The Pensies . — In attacking the Jesuits Pascal 
conceived that he was attacking men inside the 
Church who were driving ont Beelzebub to enthrone 
Lucifer. But he was also concerned with another 
set of free-thinkers who were outside the Church, 


and \vielded a great influence, especially on the 
educated classes and on society. To bring these 
back to a saving knowledge of God through faith 
was his second principal desire as a Christian, and 
he determined to write a constructive plea against 
atheism. In preparation for this he studied dili- 
gently the Scriptures, the Fathers, and especially 
St. Augustine, and in particular an anti-Jewish 

E olemic of the 13th cent. , the Pugiofidei of Eainiond 
lartin, which had been discovered by Franfois 
Bousquet and reprinted in Paris in 1651 with notia 
by Joseph de Voisin. He also re-read and annotated 
Epictetus and Montaigne, especially^ the latter. 
Accordingly, he laid before some of nis friends at 
Port-Royal about 1658, in a discourse lasting two 
or three hours, the aim and plan of his proposed 
treatise. They were delighted with what they 
heard, hut Pascal’s love of perfection caused delay 
in the elaboration of his thesis, and death super- 
vened, before he had set himself to the lal»ur of 
writing his Apologia of the Christian religion. 
Aiter his death a considerable body 
notes was found, which were developed by diflerent 
hands and in diflerent forms into the 
Pensies. Some guidance in the arranging of these 
notes was derived from the recollections of ttienne 
P6rier, Filleau de la Chaise, and Mme. Pener oi 
Pascal’s sketch of his Apologia. 

Pascal died in 1662, and it was not till 1669 that 
Port-Royal put forth the first edition of ms 
Pensies, with a preface by his nephew, L^enne 
Perier. Their text, however, was incomplete ana 
Avas in some respects ‘ edited,’ as to some exten 
was the edition of Condorcet in 1776, and of Bo^nt 
in 1779. The subsequent editions of P. Fauger 
(1844), A. Molinier (1877), G. Miohaut (189^99 , 
and L. Brunschvicg (1897) have succeeded in elnoi- 
d.iting the text. But no finality has .been, or 
perlnaps ever Avill be, reached in determining the 
ordef of the fragments. The Port-Royal editions 
were content to arrange them according to 
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subject-matter. The result of this procedure was 
often to join discordant and to separate concordant 
notes. Molinier’s plan was to group fragments 
which seemed determined by the line of the 
Apologia and to relegate ' the remainder to an 
appendix as illustrative notes. Michaut preferred 
to reproduce the MSS with critical notes by 
Brunsehvieg. This method has the inestimable 
advantage of letting us into the mind of Pascal, 
and of allowing us to see him at work, jotting 
down his thouglits, erasing, adding, and giving 
alternative readings. 

The thoroughness -with which the .dpology would 
have been treated appears clearly from the pains 
which Pascal took to lay down its appropriate 
method. He rejects for his purpose the ‘geo- 
metrical' method as incompetent to touch the 
heart, and he insists that the eloquence of the 
heart is superior to rhetoric. It is the heart that 
has to be touched — the human heart which is at 
once infinite and empty. How then to escape 
from_ this ever-present sense of failure and discord ? 
Justice, as, we find it, is a matter determined by 
the boundaries of rivers and mountains ; morality, 
whether in its Stoic or in its sceptical form, is 
uncertain. Reason argues well, but depends on 
principles beyond reason. Dogmatism and Pyr- 
rhonism are each unable to carry us more than 
a short way. Man, then, as a being conscious 
of great powers and needs which he can neither 
get rid of nor satisfy, must have recourse to some- 
thing above himself. God alone can help him 5 
religion must do what philosophy and science are 
unable to do. 

Prom this Pascal goes on to survey the religions 
of the world, and ends by refening us to that 
religion which began witn Judaism and is con- 
summated in Jesus Christ. In Him the contra- 
dictions of human nature are reconciled, and with 
Him we are united by love, and then we are able 
to see things from the inside, instead of travelling 
on the outside by the way of reason through the 
ever-present contradictions of natural life. 

' All the law is contained in Jesua Christ and Adam ’ {Pensies, 
no. 523 fii. 4I8J). Therefore it is that ‘the only reliffion which 
runs counter alike to nature, to common-sense and to pleasure 
is after all the only one which has always held its own ’ ( 16 . no. 
601 [iU. lip. 

3. The psychology of Pascal. — So rich_ and 
complex a character as Pascal’s was certain to 
draw on it, not only the hatred of those to whom 
his ideals were abhorrent, but also the misunder- 
standing which comes from the partial views taken 
by lesser intelligences. To the rationalism of the 
18th cent, the claim to superiority made by Pascal 
for faith was particularly obnoxious. Leibniz 
regretted that Pascal’s scientific genius was ob- 
scured by his prejudices for the Roman religion. 
To Voltaire be was a sublime madman bom a 
century too soon, and his inspirations were but 
‘aegrisomnia.’ Condorcet, as a true Encyclopedist, 
regarded him as a tool of superstition, and a lyriter 
in 1846, L. P. L61ut, reached the highest point of 
absurdity in a work entitled L’Amulette dc Pascal, 
pour servir A Vhistoire dcs hallucinations. Even 
the story of the Pont de Neuilly, of which Voltaire 
(following Boileau) made so much, is of doubtful 
autlienticity, and is not found in the accounts of 
Pascal’s conversion given hy Jacqueline and bime. 
Pdrier. 

Nor is there any good ground for Victor Cousin’s 
theory (1830) of tiie scepticism of Pascal, according 
to which his faith was an unbelief only half- 
conquered. Tliafc in one sense Pascal was a 
sceptic is undoubted. He at one lime found fault 
witli the philosophy of Descartes as ‘ being useless, 
uncertain, and troublesome — nay, as ridiculous’ 
{Pcnslcs, no. 79 [i. OS]). Yet ‘he often quotes 
Montaigne and apparently identities himself with 
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his cynical maxims. He writes that ‘ all men 
naturally hate one another,’ and ‘ men are neces- 
sarily such fools that it would be folly of another 
kind not to be a fool ’ (16. no. 414 [ii. 313]). But 
such intellectual or moral scepticism occupies only 
a corner of Pascal’s anipie mind, as is shown by 
such passages as the following : 

‘It is necessary to have three qualities, those of the 
pyrrhonist, of the peometrioian and ol the humble Christian. 
Tliese unite with and attemper one another, so that we doubt 
when W’e should, we aim at certainty when we should, and we 
submit when we should' (Qluvres, iv. 63 ; cl. Pensies, no. 245 
iU. 1703). 

‘Two excesses— to exclude reason, to admit reason alone' 
(Pensfes, no. 253 (i. 180)). 

‘ Faith tells us what the senses do not tell us, but not the 
contrary ol what they see : it is above and not in opposition to 
them' (fh. no. 265 [ii. 195]). 

He is quite ready to accept Montaigne’s triumph- 
ant proof of the insufficiency of reason to explain 
the whole man, and is yet ready to maintain also 
that reason within its limits is trustworthy- But 
the certainty which neither the senses nor con- 
scious thought supply is not unattainable by man 
if he will but submit himself to God and trust to 
the ‘ reasons of the heart ’ which are given by inspira- 
tion. Here he parts company with Montaigne, 
who would have had man acquiesce as an ‘ Epicuri 
de grege porcus’ in his helplessness, whereas 
Pascal would bid him rise out of hi_s rational help- 
lessness into the higlier region of faith. 

Too much stress has been laid by his critics on 
Pascal’s life-long ill-health ns a proof of an 
unbalanced nature. The ‘amulet’ is quoted as 
proof tliat he suii'ered from liallucinations — he who 
two years afterwards began that series of powerful 
and solidly reasoned Letters which liave made liim 
immortal. In fact there is nothing to surprise our 
psychology in his famous vision. It bears every 
mark of being the natural climax of an acute 
mental struggle to find solid ground for belief in 
man’s natural greatness on which to find refuge 
from his vileness and impotence. j4sis usual, tlie 
solution was given, and was nocompauied by what 
is also customary after such eflbrt, a state of super- 
excited feelings which may seem almost to certify 
to the subject the genuineness of the revelation. 
The only word in the whole ‘memorial’ which 
might perhaps cause doubt is the one which has a 
line all to itself, the word fire ; and yet illumina- 
tion as an accompaniment of conversion has been 
remarked on frequently from the case of St. Paul 
onwards. But L61ut, of the Salpfitrifere, will have 
it that Pascal’s autopsy showed softening of the 
brain, while P. Just-Navarre, of the Lyons 
Academy, pronounces for tuberculosis. It would 
seem, however, on the whole sounder to rely on 
what appears to be good medical testimony, accord- 
ing to wJiich Pascal’s snlTerings were due to atony 
and disorders of the alimentary canal, afi’ecting to 
some extent the whole nervous system, including 
the brain. There is nothing, however, to show 
that Pascal’s brain was allected to a degree 
sufficient to cloud his mind or disaldoliis judgment, 
unless, indeed, we are to declare all thoroughgoing 
asceticism, such as that of Suso and that of Pascal’s 
iron barbed belt, to be marks of incipient insanity. 
Ilis writings remain, and their testimony i.s incon- 
testable to the soundness and unimpaired strength 
of his mind. As man, as scientist, and ns Christian 
his place is among the beroc.s of mankind. 

I.rn;pjITrRK. — The ProvinciaU have been translated intoevery 
civilized language. A convenleni cd. in French is Vlmt dl 
John de Soyres, The Provincial Letters of Pascal, Cambridge, 
ISSfl. The Pensies also (as is noted in the text) have pone 
throuph many editions. Ol those mentioned the Pensies de 
Blaise Pascal by Lion Brunsehvieg, 3 vols., in the series ol 
•I/:s Grands Eenvnins de la France,’ Paris, 1901, will snpplv a 
comprehensive study ; the rcicrenccs in the text ore to this 
etiition. Ol corojdcte works the best cd. is in the same scries, 
{Eiirrrs de Blaise Pascal, 11 vois., do. 1904-14. 

Other works which may be found useful ate : E. Bontrotuc, 
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Pascal, Paris, 1900, tr. Eilen Margaret Creak, Manchester, 
1002 ; F. Strowski, Pascal et son temps, 3 vols., Paris, 1907-08; 
R. F. A. Sully-Prudliorame, La vraie Jieligion scion Pascal, 
do. 1905 ; J. Tulloch, Pascal, in ‘ Foreign Classics /or English 
Readers, I Edinburgh, 1888; E. Jovy, Pascal inidit: Notes 
pathologigues sur Pascal et son entourage, Vitrj'-le-Fransois, 
1912 ; C. A. Sainte-Beuve, Port-Royal, 5 vols., Paris, 1840-59, 
vols. iii. and iv. ; art. in Edinburgh Revieio, Ixxxv. [1847] 
178 if. ; art. in Quarterly Review, covii. [1906] 526 ff.; H. F. 
Stewart, The Holiness of Pascal, Cambridge, 1915. 

W, P. Cobb. 

PASSIBILITY AND IMPASSIBILITY.— 
We may begin ivitU a definition of passion from 
Baldwin’s DPhP, s.v. : 

‘ Generally passion is the condition of being acted upon, of 
being affeoted, receptive.’ 

In Christian theology the question of passibility 
and impassibility, or, in other words, according to 
the above definition, of the capacity or incapacity 
of being acted upon, conies up in the first place with 
regard to God Himself, and secondly with reference 
to the incarnate Christ. In so far as action is associ- 
ated with change, the question referred to is closely 
connected with the other question of God’s muta- 
bility or immutability. 

The Biblical idea of God is religious, not philo- 
sophical, and as such is, especially in the OT, 
frankly anthropomorphic. Hence God is repre- 
sented as both mutable and passible {Gu 6®, Is 63®, 
Hos 11®'-)- Even in the NT, though a certain 
contact with the atmosphere of Hellenistic culture 
has led to the absence of the same vivid anthropo- 
morphisms, we are yet far from a philosophic 
doctrine of God’s immutability, not to say His im- 
passibility. It is noteworthy that C. Hodge (Sys- 
tematic Theology, London and Edinburgh, 1872, i. 
390) takes only one proof text for the divine immu- 
tability from the NT, viz. Ja Hk On the other hand, 
the fundamental NT doctrine of God’s Fatherhood 
sviggests the very reverse of His impassibility. 
We have, moreover, a fresh point of contact estab- 
lished between God and passibility in so far as the 
man Jesus Christ is regarded as the incarnation of 
God (He I'*®, Jn I'"'®). That passibility is ascribed 
to Him needs no proof ; the whole gospel story is 
evidence. Moreover, the largest part of it is con- 
cerned with His passion and death. It may, how- 
ever, be observed that one of the books in the NT 
which go furthest in stating a metaphysical doc- 
trine of Christ’s divinity also lays peculiar stress on 
Christ’s passible nature (He 2®'- i-'-h'’'- 4'® 5”-). 

Such, then, was the original position of theClirist- 
ian religion with regard to the passibility of God 
and Christ. Christianity, however, in passing into 
the world of Grseco-Eoman culture, necessarily 
came into contact with the idea of God as elabor- 
ated by Greek philosophy. One of the chief 
features of this idea was the conception of the 
divine immutability and impassibility. The pro- 
test against the anthropomorphisms of religion 
goes back as far as Xenophanes. It is strongly 
developed by both Plato and Aristotle. 

Plato explains that the gods ‘ are exalted above pleasure and 
pain, and are untouched of all evils: he opposes in moral 
indignation the opinion that they can be propitiated, or rather 
corrupted, by prayers and s.-icriflces’ (E. Zeller, Die Philosophic 
der Griechen*, Leipzig, 1876-1909, ii. i. 929). 

Aristotle, the great Greek theist, is yet stronger 
in his inculcation of similar view’s. 

‘The Deity stands, according to Aristotle, in lonely sell- j 
contemplation outside the world : it is lor man the object of 
admiration and reverence, the knowledge of it is the highest 
task for his intellect, in it lies the aim towards which he with 
all finite beings strives, whose perfection calls forth his love ; 
but so little as he can expect love in return from it, so little 
does he experience also from it in general any operation, which 
Is distinct from that of the order of nature, and his intellect is 
the only thing through which he stands in immediate contact 
with it ■ (ib. n. ii. 791 ; cf. Eng. tr., Aristotle and the Earlier 
Peripatetics, London, 1897, ii. 329 f.). 

It is no wonder, consequently, that the contact 
of Christianity w'ith tlie Greelc philosopincal tradi- 
tion should have produced difficulties with regard 


to the passibilify or impassibility of God and 
Christ. Gnosticism, which Harnack has called the 
acute Hellenization of Christianity, was led to 
Docetio view's of the Person of Christ. Either His 
humanity was regarded as merely apparitional 
(Satornil, the Valentinians), or else there was held 
to be no real union between the heavenly Christ 
and the man Jesus (Basilides). In opposition to 
such views, Ignatius, on the other hand, dwells on 
the paradox of the Incarnation. Christ is ‘the 
ImpassiWe, w’ho was passible for our sakes’ (ad 
Polyc. iii. 2). So also Irenmus says that in the 
Incarnation the impassible became passible (adv. 
Hmr. III. xvi. 6). 

An attempt to carry through the religious idea 
of God, in opposition to all Greek philosophy, was 
the Patripassianism of the 2nd century. Noetus 
said that Christ Himself was the Father, and that 
the_ Father Himself was born and sufi'ered. He 
maintained that there was only one God, impas- 
sible and invisible when He does not suffer and die, 
passible and visible when He suffers and dies 
(F. Loofs, Dogmengeschichte*, Halle, 1906, p. 185). 

Tertullian, on the other hand, the great opponent 
of Patripassianism, was inclined to distribute im- 
passibility and passibility between the Father on 
the one hand and the Logos on the other. 

'Whatever attributes therefore you require os worthy of God, 
must be found in the Father, who is invisible and unapproach- 
able, and placid, and (so to speak) the God of the philosophers; 
whereas those qualities which you censure ns unworthy must 
be supposed to be in the Son, who has been seen, and heard, 
and encountered, the Witness and Servant of the Father, unit- 
ing in Himsell man and God ’ (adv. Marc. ii. 27). 

The concluding words of this quotation might lead 
us to suppose tliat Tertullian has in mind only the 
incarnate Logos, but the previous context shows 
that he is thinking of the pre-incarnabe Logos also. 
To the same effect he says with regard to certain 
OT narratives (Gn 3® 7’® iS®, Ex 3®, etc.) : 

•These things would not have been believed of the Son of 
God, if they had not been written : perhaps they are not to be 
believed of the Father, even though written '(rrdtr. Praz. 16). 

It was a further development of the same idea 
ivhen Arius taught that the Logos was by nature a 
creature, and as such Tpem-bs. At Nictea, however 
(A.D. 325), the doctrine that the Logos was created, 
or Tpeirrbs, or aWoiurbs, was condemned. Hence- 
forward the orthodo.x doctrine ascribed all passi- 
bility of every kind only to the human nature in 
Christ. Tlie reality of Christ’s liuman sufferings was 
a matter of faith inasmuch as redemption was 
connected with them. Nevertheless, as the suffer- 
ings of the Logos, they were held to have been 
voluntarily assumed, along with all other human 
conditions. 

Thus Cyril of Alexandria ‘considered that the li'gos in 
becoming man hj’ a voluntary act, gave to physical laws a 
certain dominion over Himself : took humanity, on the under- 
standing that its laws, conditions, or me.isures, were to he 
respected. In this very act of voluntarj' self-subjection to 
the laws of humanity did the kenosis consist. _ By this prin- 
ciple Cyril explained the facts of birth, growth in stature, and 
experience of sinless infinnities, such as hunger, thirst, rieep, 
weariness, etc., in the earthly histor3' of the Saviour^ (A c 
Bruce, The Humiliation of Christ, Edinburgh, 1876 p t). 

From this view it was only a short step back to 
Docetism, from which Cj’ril was by no means free, 
inasmuch as he held the kenosis to he real only in 
the physical, not in the intellectual and moral, 
spheres (ib. p. 71 f.)- The Latin theologian, Hilary 
of Poictiers, had before Cyril gone even farther in 
the direction of Docetism, liolding that the human 
nature of Christ can undergo work and pain ol 
body only because Christ lias snbj'ected Himself to 
them ; His human nature can suffer pains as little 
as air can be transpierced (ele Trin. x. 23). It lias 
been said that there is in the orthodox doctrine qi 
the Person of Christ, inasmuch as it makes liis 
humanity impersonal, an incorrigible 
Docetism ; it must, however, be observed that tins 
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tendency -vvas not according to the intention of the 
doctrine. 

We may fitly stun np this historical series by 
referring to the classical treatment by Thomas 
Aquinas of the divine impassibility and the passi- 
bility of Christ in His humanity. God Himself is 
absolutely impassible. There is in Him no poten- 
tiality ; as Aristotle teaches, He is pure act. 

‘God, theretore, to whom potenfmlitj’ does not belong, is 
immutable. It can also be concluded tliat God is immutable 
“ as regards the several species of mutation, as, for instance, He 
cannot be increased or diminished, or altered, or generated, or 
corrupted. . . . itoreover. He cannot bo conquered, or suffer 
violence,” for these only belong to one who can he moved' 
{Summa c. Oentiles, li. 25). 

As regards Christ, Thomas teaches (Summa 
Theol. III. xiv. 1) that it was convenient that tlie 
body assumed by the Lord God should be subject 
to human infirmities and defects, for three reasons : 
(1) that Christ might be able to bear the penalty of 
sin, (2) that men might believe in the truth of the 
Incarnation, (3) that Christ might be an example 
to us in bearing bravely the passions and defects of 
human nature. Further, Thomas teaches (ill. xv. 4) 
that Christ’s soul also, as the ‘form’ of His body, 
suffered in His bodily sufferings ; it also suffered in 
a way proper to itself, that being a mark of human 
nature. 

Modem theology, beginning from the human 
Christ as the revealer of God, instead of from a 
philosophical conception of deity, has shown in 
some of its most distinguished representatives a 
tendency to return to the idea of the divine possi- 
bility. Thus A. M. Fairhairn finds a possibility in 
God to be implied in Christ’s representation of Him 
as Father. He says : 

‘ Theology has no falser Idea than that of the impassibility of 
God. It He is capable of sorrow. He is capable of suffering J and 
were He without the capacity for either. He would be without 
any feeling of the evil of sin or the misery of man. The very 
truth that came by Jesus Christ may be said to bo summed up 
in the passlbility of God. But to be passible is to be capable of 
sacrifice ; and in the presence of sin the capability could not but 
become the reality. To confine the idea of sacrifice to the Son is 
to be unjust to His representation of the Father. There is a 
sense in which the Patrlpassian theory is right; the Father did 
suffer, though it was not as the Son that He suffered, but in 
inodes distinct and different. . . . The humiliation of the Son 
involved the visible passion and de.ath, but the surrender by the 
Father involved the sorrow that was the invisible sacrifice '(The 
Place of Christ in Modem Theologp^, London, 1893, p. 4831.). 

It may finally be observed that philosophy itself 
has in modern times shown an important move- 
ment towards a doctrine of God which admits an 
element of passlbility in His beinm The beginning 
of this movement is associated above all with 
C. H. Weisse, who distinctly represents his philo- 
sophy as rising out of the heart of the Christian 
religion (Philosophic dcs Christenthwns, Leipzig, 
1855-62). The greatest modern representative of 
the tendency is, however, Weisso’s disciple, H. 
Lotze, who teaches that God is not to ho thought 
of simply as an eternal truth, not even a truth not 
merelj’ valid, but conscious of itself. 

• Wc have a direct feeling of the wide difference there is be- 
tween this personification of a thought and living personality ; 
not only do we find art tedious when it expects us to admire 
allegorical statues of Justice or of Love, but even speculation 
rouses our opposition forthwith, when it offers to us some self- 
cognisant Principle of Identity, or some self-conscious Idea of 
Good, ns completely expressing personality. Either of tlicsc is 
obviously lacking in an essential condition of all true rc.ality in 
the caiiacity of mffering' {Microcosmus, Eng. tr.4, Edinburgh, 
1894, li. &S2). 

The Infinite Being must therefore he thought of 
aa eternally possessing in its infinite life that which 
corresponds to the non-ego in a finite per.sounIity. 

•When we characterise the inner life of the Personal God, the 
current of His thoughts. Ills feelings, and His will, as everlast- 
ing and without beginning, as having never known rest, and 
having never been roused to movement from some state of 
quiescence, we call upon imagination to perform a task no other 
and no greater tlian tiiat wiiicli is required from it by every 
matcrialistio or pantheistic view' (ti. ii. CS4 f.). 

The ideas of this school of philosophy have not 
been without an echo in theology. K. Rothe, iu 
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his Theologische ^ EthiK^ (Wittenberg, 1867-71), 
developed a doctrine of God very similar to that of 
Weisse, while A. Ritsclil has definitely attached 
himself to the teaching of Lotze in order to justifj' 
the religious view of God derived from the revela- 
tion made in Christ (The Christian Doctrine of 
Jitstificaiion and Rceonciliation, iii., Eng. tr., 
Edinburgh, 1900, p. 228 11.). 

Literature. — ^This baa been sufficiently indicated through- 
out the article. liOBEKT S. FrANICS. 

PASSIVE RESISTANCE.— See Resistance. 
PASSIVITy.-J. S. Mill has said : 

‘Christian morality (so-called) has all the cliaraclcrs of a 
reaction ; it Is, in greafpart, a protest against Paganism. Its 
ideal is negative rather than positive ; passive rather than 
active; Innocence rather than Nobleness; Abstinence from 
Evil rather than energ-etio Pursuit of Good. ... It is essenti- 
ally a doctrine of passive obedience ’ (On Liberlg, London, 1859, 
p. 29). 

This passage is perhaps typical; it embodies a 
very common misconception touching the true 

g enius of Christ’s religion. The promised gift of 
hrist was ‘life more abundantly’ (Jn 10’“), and 
the aim and scope of tlie gospel are the heightening 
of life — the lifting of human nature to nobler levels 
of thought and conduct than it could attain in its 
unassisted, strength, the supplying of now motives 
and new springs of action. Thus Christianity 
brings an element of intensity into the ordinary 
pursuits and acti4'ities of men (Ro 12”, Eph fi®'-, 
Col 3-®). It is essentially a religion of heroisms, 
of ventures of faith. Men of violence take the 
Kingdom by force (Mt 11’®). 

Yet the capacity of man to use bis strength for 
the achievement of this moral and spiritual victory 
is a divine endowment and has its origin in a 
divine act. The life of union with God in Christ, 
wliicli is the solo principle of moral fruitfulness 
and power, is regarded by the NT writers as a 
mystical or sacramental fact before it becomes a 
moral fact. In other words, it depends on the 
divine action, yet is realized in human nature 
through the persistent effort of the personal will. 
We have to ‘work out’ our own salvation, oven 
while ‘ it is God which worketh in us botli to will 
and to work, for his good pleasure’ (Pb 2’®’-). 

As a mystical fact, redemption implies a mighty 
exertion of divine power, of which mankind is the 
p.assive subject. Tlie heathen world lay in its 
helplessness and miseiy, ‘dead in trespasses and 
sins’ (Eph 2’), tossed to and fro by every gust of 
wayward passion, carried away to ‘dumb idols, 
howsoever it miglit be led ’ (1 Co 12®), when God 
Himself intervened and pnt forth the fullness of 
His redemptive might. This is the tlieme of such 
passages os Eph Col 1” 2'®"-. The same 
thouglit lies behind St. Paul’s massive argument 
in Ro 6. It is implied in our Lord’s teaching 
recorded in Mt 12~'(=:Lk 11®”-).’ The moral help- 
le.ssne.ss of man le.ave.s him utterly dependent on 
the grace and power of God. As Chrj-sostom says 
(on neriarnaev in Col 1’®) : rh gilv yap ihor toC pera' 
OlvTos yv, ou TOO pereXOlvTos. Redemption is in the 
first instance whollj’ and solely the act of God. 
And even the consummation of redemption — its 
completeness — implies the exertion of power by 
God Himself. lie is all, the creature nothing. 
This is implied in the NT thought of the dinne 
indwelling. To be united to God is to be possessed 
by God, indwelt by Him, sustained and securely 
upheld by Him (Jn 10®®"). 

TJii.s, then, is one side or aspect of the life of 
union with God. In St. Paul, however, the pre- 

4 (TKvha in this passage (Lk 11^ inav be taken to mean 
‘human souls,' as by Bernard, (if Error. AWlardi, vL 10: 
‘Utliiam c~o Invcniar in Ills spolils, quibus sjioliatae sunt con- 
trariac j>otcstat<-3, traductns ct Ipie in possessionem Domini 
c!. Chrya. in JIuHIu hom.xli. 447 D. 
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senfcation of this mystical side of theology is com- 
patible with assertions, not less emphatic, of the 
moral aspect of the new life — ^its dependence on 
the persevering exertion of man’s will, the cleaving 
of human personality to God. We look to God for 
all that is needed to sustain the life of the soul as 
of the body ; we are wholly ‘ in the hand of God,’ 
hut, as Augustine says, ‘ut permaneas in manu 
artificis, bona voluntas facit’ {in Ps 39 [40]-^). 
There are means of grace of which an energetic 
and persistent use is necessary if the life of union 
with God is to be sustained. So the gospel incul- 
cates ‘the religious view of the will.’ it is the 
will to which Christ always appeals ; the will is 
a man’s self. It has been said that to Christ what 
is most valuable and vital is what the man does for 
himself (cf. H. Latham, Pastor Pastorum, Cam- 
bridge, 1890, p. 6). Nevertheless, the fact implied 
in the words of He 6*, irrl tt]v TeXeiinjTa tjiepilifiida, 
remains fundamentally true. Progress in the life 
of grace depends upon a continuous self -surrender 
to a divine influence; the yielding up of self to 
be ‘filled with all the fulness of God’ (Eph 
3W). 

A question thus arises as to the true meaning 
and importance of passivity in man’s spiritual life. 
The idea and, to some extent, the word play a 
prominent part in the writings of the Quietists. 
Molinos, Madame Guyon and Archbishop 
E6nelon in the 17th cent., lay much stress on 
the quietness or passivity needed to enable 
God_ to work His Avill freely in the soul of the 
Christian. The doctrine of Molinos (1640-97, 
see Quietisji) was rapidly distorted by his 
immediate followers, ana tended to encourage a 
dangerous and even immoral apathy. Since 
Christian perfection {q.v.) consisted in the utmost 
possible passivity of soul, aU human co-operation 
in the work of salvation was futile and valueless. 
It was easy to draiv the further inference that all 
things that might ‘ happen ’ to the body, even bodily 
sins, were indifferent and could not affect the 
state of the soul. Thus, the doctrine of moral 
responsibility and even the place of repentance in 
the Christian life were apt to be undermined. 
F6nelon (1651-1715) was fuUy aware of the ten- 
dencies of Molinism, and in the defence of his 
book. The Maxims of the Saints, he endeavours to 
reconcile the doctrine of passivity with the free 
action of the will. 

‘Tous les Chretiens,’ he says, ‘sent appel^s i la passivit4, 
mais ijs ne seront pas tous appel^s h la contemplation passive. 

. . . Etre passit n’est autre chose que retrancher I’activiU, 
e’est-i-dire les actes inquiets et empresses de I’inMrfitpropre.’l 

What F6nelon feared was anything like the 
intrusion of self-love into the religious life. The 
disinterested love of God, indifference to self and 
freedom from self-love — these would, he thought, 
be best secured by a ‘passive obedience’ to the 
impulses of divine grace. Fenelon is perhaps open 
to the criticism that he lays too little stress on the 
duties of active love and of personal co-operation 
■with grace. There are passages of this type in 
his letters, insisting on the need of ‘ a will supple 
in God’s hand, neither asking nor refusing any- 
thing; accepting all He sends unreservedly and 
never seeking what He refuses under any pretext 
whatever.’ ° But, on the whole, the state of soul 
which he commends is one of tranquil and serene 
submission to the leadings of grace — a state of 
dependence on God which excludes restless anxiety, 
scrupulousness, and self-love. He stops short of 
the extravagance of that type of mysticism of 
which the only prayer is ‘ Thy w'ill be done,’ and 
the only virtue an unbounded ‘ passivity ’ which is 

1 CKtirrcs, ii. S65, quoted by Viscount St. Cyrea, Francois de 
Fdnelon, London, 1901, p. 112, note. 

2 Letter on ‘Christian Perfection,* in Fdnelon's Spiritual 
hetters : to Men, En^. tr,, London, 1880, p. 247, 


virtually indistinguishable from complete spiritual 
‘ indolence and nothingness ’ ^ (see Quietism). 

It is natural in this connexion to mention the 
leading principle of Quaker worship, -viz. the duty 
of waiting patiently upon God and listening for 
the inward voice of the Holy Spirit. This duty of 
passivity follows from the doctrine of the inward 
light, and the consequent rejection of all symbols 
and external forms in worship. 

‘As to the outward signification [of worship] in prayers, 
praises and preaching, we ought not to do it where and when 
we will, but where and when we are moved thereunto by the 
secret inspiration of His Spirit in our hearts ‘ (Apology for the 
Quakers, ed. 1869, prop. xv.). 

On this point see further artt. Quietism, Friends, 
Society of. 

In the life of practical religion the duty oi 
passivity may be said to imply two things: (1) 
the duty of submissiveness, or passive endurance 
under the pressure of the hostility and hatred of 
the world. The virtues of patience and long- 
suffering iqq.v.) are a constant theme of the NT 
Avriters. They are commended repeatedly as the 
Christian’s way of sharing the experience and 
following the example of our Lord. Indeed, one 
of the cardinal virtues of the Christian character is 
a patience ivhich is practically identical with forti- 
tude (cf. Aug. de Mor. Eeel. 40-43, de Patientia, 2). 
But it is noticeable that ‘patience’ in the gospel is 
transfigured. It becomes itself the highest exhi- 
bition of victorious strength. The humiliation of 
Christ, e.g., is a display not of iveakness but of 
strength. It exhibits the triumph of an unswerv- 
ing will under the utmost pressure of trial. He 
was ‘crucified through wealcness,’ but His cross 
was the scene of a mighty victory over the powers 
of evil (Col of a redemptive work accom- 
plished under circumstances of inconceivable diffi- 
culty and pain. Thus, Hilary maintains that even 
the sufiierings of Christ were triumphs of love and 
power {de Trin. x. 48), and Chrysostom that the 
Passion was itself an action, ‘for through His 
suflTerings He Avrought that mighty and Avqndrous 
Avork of bringing death to naught’ {Bom, in Act, 
i. 3). In the same Avay the submission of Chrisb 
fans to the hostility of an evil Avorld, the ‘world- 
resisting’ element in character vieived on its 
passive side, is in itself a display of supernatural 
might (Col pi). Passiveness is the spirit Avhich 
recognizes that suffering is an indispensable laAV of 
the spiritual life, is that Avhieh must be — is God s 
agent in the heightening and purifying of character 
At the same time Ave must be careful to guard 
! the distinction between Christian quietude,^ Avhich 
checks the instinct of revenge for a personal injury, 
and Christian resentment, Avhich avenges MTong 
done to another or to the community. The 
Christian may renounce his oaati rights, but not 
his brother’s ; and the absence of moral resent- 
ment, in presence of oppression or laAvless Avrqng- 
doing Avhich tramples on the rights of others, is a 
sinful defect in character. In a larger sphere the 
laAV of Christian meekness (g.u.) is sometimes 
supposed to exclude the authoritative resistance of 
evil by laAV or by armed force (see Tolstoi, Tm 
Kingdom of God is within you, London, 1894) ; 
but St. Paul, Avho forbids private revenge (Eo 12 ), 
also insists that the duty of rulers and States is to 
act as avengers ‘ to execute Avrath upon him tliat 
doeth eidl’ (Ko 13^). In other Avords, the ''6(7 
end of organized government is resistance to eAul. 
Mere passivity on the part of a nation Avhqse just 
rights and liberties AA’ere imperilled Avould mean 
the abdication of its true place and function. 
According to the doctrine of the NT, the 
God’s minister, and his office is exactly tliat of 
exercising retributiA’e and coercive poAver (see 
1 The phrase ‘ holy indolence and nothingrness ' Is used bj 
Molinos ^eeSt. OjTe's, p. 109). 
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Martineau, National Duties, London, 1903, 
serm. v.). 

(2) On the other hand, we may think of passivity 
as the attitude of receptivity which lies at the 
foundation of all growth in grace — that quiet 
expectancy of soul, that calm abiding in Christ 
which is the necessary condition of moral fruitful- 
ness (Jn 15''’^-). This receptiveness of spirit is akin 
to the teachableness of mind which Christ requires 
in His disciples, and which He commends by 
pointing to the little child as the true tj'pe of the 
inheritor of His Kingdom {Mt 18^). Entrance into 
the Kingdom means, before all else, the sense of 
insufficiency, trustful self-surrender, openness to 
divine infiuenoe and divine leading. From this 
point of view passivity is identical with meek- 
ness. 

‘ To be a Christian is not merely to be a believer in Christian 
doctrine or a doer of Christian dutj’, but to adopt the receptive 
attitude of one who lives not by his own power, but by that of 
the grace or free gift of the Spirit of God . . . the receptive atti- 


those who, but for effort, had it not. There is indeed Christ- 
ian effort. And there is imitation of Christ. But these are 
rather the necessary outcome, than the producing cause, of the 
Spirit of Christ. It is by His initiation rather than ours, and 
by the acts of His power rather than ours, that we were first 
brought into reiation with Him, and that His Spirit is pro- 
gressively imparted to us. . . . Essentially we are throughout 
receivers, not workers. The Pentecostal Spirit is bestowed in 
grace, bestowed on faith, bestowed through sacraments, 
anyway bestowed, not earned’ (R. 0. Uoberly, Afonrniejit and 
Personality, London, 1901, p. 320 f.). 

In religion, then, as in the study of nature, 
Wordsworth’s maxim holds good, 

‘ We can feed this mind of ours 
In a wise passiveness’ 

(Expostulation and Reply, 23 I.). 

For all progress in insight, all growth in character, 
a certain calmness, meditativeness, and passivity 
of the soul are necessary ; ‘a heart,’ in Wordsworth’s 
phrase, ‘ that watches and receives.’ Our human 
destiny is fulfilled, not merely by the putting forth 
of effort in sheer reliance on our own unaided 
strength. This was the delusion of Pelagianism. 
It is fulfilled ns much by bearing as by doing ; by 
being acted upon not less than by acting ; by 
patience not less than by effort ; by yielding our- 
selves to God not less than by seizing opportunities ; 
in a word, by cultivating that temper of mind 
which, before it says, ‘ Lo, I come to do thy will,’ 
breatlies the petition, ‘Be it unto me according 
to thy word’ (see J. H. Skrine, Saints and 
Worthies, London, 1901, no. 10, ‘ Ancilla Domini’). 

Litcratube. — H. Martensen, Christian Ethics (General), 
Edinburgh, 1878, §§ 85-88, 107-110 ; the works of F. de Fdnelon, 
St. Francois de Sales, Mme. Guyon, Moliuos, and other 
mystical writers may bo consulted. See, furtlier, literature at 
art. Mvsticism. K. L. OTTLEY, 

PASSOVER.— See Festivals and Fasts 
(Hebrew). 

PASTORAL PEOPLES.— I. Scope and defi- 
nition of term ; position of pastoral peoples in 
primitive economics. — A typical pastoral tribe, 
such as the patri.archal Israelites of the OT, is one 
whose mode of life is entirely dependent upon and 
conditioned by the possession or flocks and herds 
of domesticated animals — oxen, sheep, goats, and 
horses — or, in particular areas, of such specialized 
animals as the camel, reindeer, or yak. In such a 
tribe these are not .only the principal moans of 
subsistence; thoj' are also the chief or onlyfonn 
of wealth ; upon them the position and dignity of 
the individual depend ; they provide him with 
food and clothing ; their acquisition, care, and 
well-being are the occupation of his life ; and they 
or their products are the medium of c.xchange bj* 
which he obtains from peoples of different culture 


such commodities not produced by his own people 
as he may require. 

Considered schematicallj*, the pastoral life marks 
an advance both psychologically and socially in 
the history of man. By the acquisition of flocks 
and herds of domesticated animals tlie shepherd 
and the herdsman have advanced beyond the day- 
to-day existence of the huntsman. Notwithstand- 
ing the intellectual alertness and ingenuity re- 
quired from the individual who depends upon his 
skill in capturing his prey, the possession of a 
permanent source of livelihood gives the pastoral 
tribe as a social unit the advantage in opportuni- 
ties for development and for advancement in 
solidarity. On the other hand, the constant care 
of the cattle and the more or less impermanent 
character of pastoral settlements due to the con- 
stant search for pasture place pastoral peoples at a 
disadvantage relatively to the peoples of settled 
agricultural habits. The latter are also less ex- 
posed to disaster from excessive or e.xceptional 
meteorological variations. Consequently, tribes 
which are pastoral in the strict sense make com- 
paratively slight advance in material culture. 
There is an absence of specialization in the pro- 
duction of the simple utensils and implements 
which meet their needs, and my extension of 
interest in material culture b 5 ’ contact with out- 
side influences is met by barter rather than by 
internal adaptation of productive powers. It m.ay 
be noted, however, that tliis applie.s only to strictly 
pastoral tribes, many agricultural tribes being also 
cattle-keepers on a large scale. On tbc other 
hand, a few pastoral peoples practise agriculture 
as a secondary occupation usually entrusted to the 
women, the needs of the herds still determining 
the nomad life of the tribe, while others have in 
subjection under them a population whose special 
function is an industry or agriculture — e.g., the 
Gallos, Somalis, Masai, and other pastoral peoples 
of E. Africa, among whom despised peoples act as 
agriculturists, hunters, and smiths. 

2 . The pastoral life and the influence of environ- 
ment. — In few types of the human community is 
the influence of environment so susceptible of 
analysis as in that of the pastoral tribe, 'i'he needs 
of the animals being paramount, such a community 
can develop only in a district where climate anil 
soil combine to produce ample food-stufls at all 
seasons of the year without the necessity of too 
rapid transit from one feeding-ground to another. 
Exception to this rule is found in the case of the 
horse and the camel. The one by its speed, the 
otfier by its constitution, is able to overcome the 
difficultj' of distance, and consequently pastorals 
who depend upon these animals can occup}' desert 
areas, migrating from one oasis to another. The 
Arab populations occupying the fringes of the 
Arabian desert and the W. Sahara are cases in 
point. Apart from these cases, however, what is 
practically a continuous pasturage is required. 
Such regions are to be found in the tropics, where 
the equatorial forest land gives place to the grass 
lands, as, e.g., in Africa north and south of the 
equatorial region, and on mountain plateaux like 
those of W. and C. Asia, on the higher lands of 
the mountain v.alleys, or of the river valleys at tbc 
edge of the plateaux where altitude makes the 
land unsuitable for amculture, or on the steppes 
of the temp^erate, and the tundras of the colder, 
latitudes. In these areas the strictly seasonal 
character of the vegetation is responsible for the 
nomadic life of the inhabitants. In the tropics 
the pdv.ance of the season bums off tbe grass with 
the increasing beat, necessitating movement either 
north or south, according to the situation as re- 
gards the equator, or to relatively higher ground 
where springs and grass arc to be found in rifts in 
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the liills. In mountainous regions the melting of 
the snows with the advancing season opens up the 
higher valleys with their rich grass, and the cattle 
and sheep follow the snow-line as it recedes. Owing 
to the seasonal character of the vegetation and the 
absence of \yater without more elaborate irrigation 
than is available, these lands are not suited to 
agriculture, at any rate on the primitive scale. 

The absence of pastoral tribes from America, 
except where this mode of life was undoubtedly 
due to civilized influence through the introduction 
of European animals, shows that it is necessary 
that a region, even if, from geographical considera- 
tions, suitable for pastoral purposes, should pro- 
vide animals adaptable to domestication, before 
pastoral tribes can develop their particular form of 
organization and culture. 

3 . Distribution. — In tracing the distribution of 
pastoral tribes on the lines suggested by the 
influence of geographical environment, two dis- 
turbing factors have to be taken into account. 
( 1 ) Outside influence, especially the introduction 
of Euro])ean civilization, has a modifying eflect. 
In S. Africa both the Hottentots and the Bantu 
were at one time extensive breeders of cattle. 
The more or less constant migrations of the Bantu 
peoples before the advent of the European as settler 
and ruler were possibly due to pastoral habits, or 
an earlier mode of life, but, at present, notwith- 
standing the continued importance of cattle, eco- 
nomically and socially, as the chief form of wealth, 
the restriction of the natives of S. Africa to loca- 
tions and the introduction of the mining industry 
have made them, with the possible exception 
of the Bechuana, sedentary cattle-keeping agri- 
culturists. Further, the introduction of the ox- 
drawn plough, acting through the tabu on oxen 
for women, has tended to transfer agriculture 
from the women, in whose entire charge it formerly 
was, to the men, whose duties previously were 
confined to the care of the cattle. On the other 
hand, slow development may leave under pastoral 
conditions land suitable for agriculture. Much of 
the area in the Russian empire now under pasture 
may come under cultivation with the increase of 
the resources available for its development. In S. 
Africa the Boers remained in the main a pastoral 
people owing to lack of economic pressure to 
induce them to put their land to more profitable 
uses. 

(2) In some cases disturbance in economic equi- 
librium by an epidemic among the cattle or per- 
sistent raiding by more powerful neighbours may 
produce an entire change in the mode of life. The 
Masai of the Laikipia plateau, whose cattle were 
visited by an epidemic about 1890, and who were 
themselves subject to constant attacks by the 
Masai of German E. Africa, were forced by their 
loss of stock — a loss from which they never re- 
covered — to abandon pastoral life and to become 
agriculturists (see C. Eliot, ap. A. C. Hollis, The 
Masai, Oxford, 1905, p. xiv). In C. Asia there 
are traces of the reverse process, in the course of 
which agriculture gave place to the nomad. The 
evidence of abandonee! settlements and of the 
irrigation works in the Turfan depression has been 
interpreted as an indication that a prosperous 
Agricultural and industrial community in this dis- 
trict, owing to climatic changes and _a consequent 
reduction in the amount of water available, was at 
some period overwhelmed by marauding tribes of 
pastoral Mongols from the neighbouring hills. 
Owing to the continued desiccation these were in 
turn forced to withdraw, leaving the land again 
open for agricultural settlement. _At the present 
daj' no ISIongol nomads live within 150 miles of 
this depression (E. Huntington, The Pulse of Asia, 
p. 312 f.). 


The pastoral mode of life might be described ns 
being a marginal type for two reasons : (a) it is 
imposed upon the inhabitants of lands oecupyinff 
a marginal position in relation to cultivabilitj% 
whether these are found bn the edge of agricultural 
land, on the fringes of a desert, or at the snow- 
line of a hill-country ; and (b), as these areas are 
for the most part those of climatic extremes of 
heat or cold, sometimes of both, the conditions 
which make the pastoral life possible at all are so 
nicely balanced that any meteorolomcal change 
to still greater _ extremes, whether of heat, cold, 
drought, or moisture, is liable to upset the equi- 
librium and to drive the people further afield or 
compel them to modify their mode of life funua- 
mentally. Study of the climatic conditions of C. 
Asia shows that the great racial migrations and 
conquests which have originated in this region 
have depended ultimately upon more or less serious 
changes in precipitation leading to a decrease in 
the pasture-land available as a source of livelihood 
for nomad tribes. 

Eerions which offer such conditions extend over 
a faiHy well defined area. Speaking broadly, they 
run in a belt stretching from N.W. Africa, across 
the north of that continent, except the lower Nile 
valley, down the E. Afric.m plateau into German 
E. Africa (about lat. 7° N. ). In the Euro-Asiatic 
continent they lie along the steppe-lands of the 
Russian empire, the mountain valleys and high- 
lands of the Balkans and Asia Minor, the elevated 
plateaux and basins of C. Asia, including, to the 
south, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Tibet, and pos- 
sibly at one time Kashmir, though, owing to slight 
changes in climatic conditions, it is now an agri- 
cultural country, and extending to the north- 
eastern edge of the Asiatic mainland. 

The relative distribution of the pastoral peoples 
by whom these areas are occupied is broadly as 
follows. In Africa they fall into four main groups. 
(a) In the north-west and north, on the fringes 
of the Sahara desert, and in the highlands of uie 
coastal region flanking the cultivable valleys of 
Mauretania and the Tripolitaine, where live agri- 
cultural and industrial Berber populations, Kabyles, 
and others, are nomad tribes. These are either 
Tuareg, Arabized Berbers who have become pas- 
torals, and are grouped in confederacies such as 
the Beni M’zab, Askars, and others, or Arab tribes, 
more or less mixed in blood, descended from the 
invaders of the 11 th century. ( 6 ) That part of the 
Sudan which lies west of the Nile, moderately 
fertile in the south, but decreasing in fertility 
towards the north till it shades off' into the Bayuda 
steppe and the Libyan desert, is the home of the 
‘ Sudanese Arabs,’ negroid tribes containing vary- 
ing and in some cases considerable adniixtnre of 
Negro blood, but predominantly Arab in culture. 
It is a level country dotted with hills, in which the 
earlier Negro population has been able to maintain 
itself in the south but has been absorbed in the 
north. The most powerful tribes in the nortliern 
parts of this area are the Kababish and Kawahla, 
who, where the country is sufficiently fertile to 
support a sedentary population, use the lands or 
this population as their grazing ground. Further 
south the camel gives place to the ox in the countiy 
of the cattle-owning Baqqara. The Fnlah, who 
now range from Senegambia to Lake Ohaa an 
were at one time pastorals in the full sense, as a 
modified negroid type, probably had their 
in some part of the Sfldan. (c) East of tlie r 
extending to the Red Sea are the Hamitic Beja 
tribes, of which the chief divisions are the Haden- 
doa, the Bisharin, and the Beni Amer, tne ty,o 
first-named speaking a Hamitic, the last a be 
language, (a) The fourth group of pastorals con- 
sists of the Nilotic tribes and those closely related 
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OToujDS of peoples for whom the name of ‘ half- 
liamitic’ has been suggested. It includes the 
Shilluk, Nuer, Bari, and Dinkas, and such tribes 
as the Turkana, Suk, Nandi, Latuka, and Masai, 
the Bahima, and the Banyoro, some agricultural, 
some pastoral, who inhabit the plateau lands of E. 
Africa and Uganda and extend into German E. 
Africa as far as about lat. 7° N. The Nilotic tribes 
are sedentary and have a highly organized and 
centralized social system, and wovdd perhaps 
be more correctly described as farmers owning 
large herds than as true pastorals. The same 
applies to the Bantu, many of whom, like the 
Akamba and the Bantu tribes of S. Africa, are 
great breeders of cattle. But, notwithstanding 
Sie value and importance which they attach to the 
cattle, their mode of life now belongs to the agri- 
cultural rather than the pastoral type, although at 
the time of their migrations they may have con- 
formed to the latter. The Hottentots, on the 
other hand, were a pastoral people when first they 
came into contact with Europeans. It is in Asia, 
however, especially on the central plateau, along 
the axial ridge, and at the edge of the northern 
plains where they begin to slope down from the 
highlands to the north, that conditions have been 
most conducive to the development of the pastoral 
life. The history of this region, so far as it has 
been possible to disentangle it from obscure and 
scanty records, has been one of almost constant 
tribal and racial migration, apparently brought 
about by climatic changes which by long-continued 
drought rendered the normal seasonal migrations 
from plains to hills inadequate to meet the re- 
quirements of flocks and herds. Evidence of these 
movements is to be seen in the incursions of 
Asiatic peoples into Europe, of which the present 
inhabitants of the Balkans, the Finns, and the 
Lapps are survivals, and in the Arab invasions of 
Africa. In Asia itself the extensions of Semitic 
influence, which so profoundly afiected the history 
of W. Asia, and the Tatar and Mongol conquests 
were due to a similar cause. 

The geographical distribution of pastoral peoples 
in Asia may perhaps best be considered in relation 
to their principal racial groups. The Mongols 
proper of the east fall into three groups : (1) the 
Kalmul. < f T'.- ■■ Uashgar, and Astrakhan ; 

(2) the 1 • the fringe of the Gobi 

desert, Kokonor, and the Ala-shan and Inshan 
heights ; and (3) the Buriats of Lake Baikal. In 
the N. Mongolic group are the Tunguses, who 
inhabit the Amur basin and most of E. Siberia. 
These peoples on the coastal area and in the river 
basin are hunters, fishers, and agriculturists, but 
in the Amur valley they follow pastoral occupa- 
tions. The Turki or Avestern division of the 
hlongolo-Tntars were at one time a A\-ideIy-^read 
group of pastorals, noAV represented by the Turks 
in Europe (no longer pastorals), the xuruks, and 
the Anatolian Turlts in Asia Minor, and_ by the 
Yakuts of the Lena b.asin in S.W. Siberia, Avho, 
as is shown by their traditions, were at one time a 
horse-breeding people inhabiting Avide, open plains 
(Keane, TliclVorld’s Peoples, pp. 166 tb, 172 0’.). 
In tlio Turfan basin the Turki Avere folloived by 
the Uigurs, and near them Avero the Ughuz, noAV 
represented by the Uzbegs of Russian Turkestan, 
the Turkomans of W. Turkestan, and the Osmanli 
in Asia Minor. In the Pamir region the Kara 
Kirghiz and the Kirghiz Kazaks (Cossacks), in- 
habiting the gre.ater part of IV. Siberia and ex- 
tending from Lake Balkash to the Lower Volga, 
belong to the group, as do the W. Turkomans, Avho 
combined Avith their pastoral pursuits raids upon 
the Persian caravans. In Tibet, belonging to the 
Indo-Chinese gi-oup, arc the Tanguts, a nomad 
predator}’ tribe of the north-east borderland, and 


the Dru-pa, a peaceful pastoral semi-nomadic tribe 
of the central highlands. In S. India are the 
Todas, who inhabit the plateau of the Nilgiri hills. 
Another important group is that of the Ugro-I’inns 
descended from proto-l'inns Avho migrated from 
the Irtish and Obi to the Urals, Avhence they dis- 
persed to form the Samoyed, Ostyak, Yotyak, and 
Cheremiss tribes of W. Siberia and Russia, the 
Lapps of N. Scandinavia, and the Volga Finns, 
Buigars, Avars, Magyars, Baltic Finns, Letts, and 
Livonians. The Semitie peoples, Avho spread OA’er 
Arabia, Asia Minor, Syria, Palestine, and Meso- 
potamia, Avere pastoral nomads Avhen first they 
appear in history. A trace of this is seen in the 
AA'orddi«=‘city,’ originally =' tent’ (Keane, p.32I). 
Many, as, e.g., the Jcavs, have long settled doAvn 
to amculture, but the modern representatives of 
the Ishmaelites, the Arabs proper of N. Arabia and 
the Sinaitio desert, still preserve much of their 
primitive pastoral habits, customs, and beliefs. 

In the central area of the continent horses, oxen, 
goats, sheep (the fat-tailed variety), and camels are 
the means of subsistence of the pastoral peoples. 
In the north, on the tundras of Siberia, Avliere 
grass gives Avay to reindeer-moss, they depend 
upon the reindeer. Among the reindeer peoples a 
distinction must be made, hoAvever, betAveen those 
AVho are truly pastoral, such os the Lapps, Samo- 
yeds, Votyalcs, and others, among Avhom the 
reindeer is a domesticated animal, and those, like 
the Chukchis and Koryaks, avIio keep large herds 
of untamed reindeer, Avhich they use for purposes 
of trade, and of which they cat the flesh but do 
not use the milk. A third class, Avhich includes 
some of the Tungns tribes, OAnng to political re- 
striction by the Russian Government, live in a 
much impoverished condition, and, their reindeer 
being insufficient in number to support them, they 
are compelled to eke out their existence by hunt- 
ing, fishing, and trading. 

4. Material culture. — The conditions imposed by 
the mode of life of nomadic pastoral tribes, Avhicli 
arise out of the necessity for more or less constant 
movement to pronde food for their stock and to 
find a ncAV site for the camp OAving to the fouling 
of the ground in the pens and near the dAvelling- 
place, have had a marked eliect upon their material 
culture. In this respect the line of development 
has avoided anything fragile, such as pottery, and 
anything heavy and uulky, or at least not readily 
reducible to a size and Aveight suitable for trans- 
port. Further, the fact that Avealth consists 
almost exclusively in cattle_ leaves little oppor- 
tunity for ostentation, except in personal ornament, 
while the preoccupation of the men AAith their 
cattle and their attitude toAvards manual labour 
have precluded any substantial progress in tlie 
material arts. 

(a) Habitation . — The dwelling is a strildng 
example of the subordination of material and 
structure to the requirements of mobility. It 
must be of such a character as to be readily dis- 
mantled and packed to form a load for one or more 
of the beasts of burden, whether horse, camel, 
mule, donkey, or ox. The tyincal dAvelling of a 
nomad pastoral people is the tent. 

Among Hio Arabs Its traditional form Is rectangular ; in 0 . 
Asia it is round and conical. It is usually built on a light frame- 
work, fastened by ropes of camel-hair, Avool, or leather tliongs, 
according to the material afforded by the stock, and Its covering 
may be of linen, skins, felt, or woollen cloths, according to 
circumstances. Tl,e Kirghiz tent is verv simple in form and 
Iws no partition, 11 Is made of woollen' cloths stretched on n 
light frame of willow pole.s, fastened together, as Indicated 
without the use of metal. Outside it is covereel with large fells 
protected by a number of rush mats. In the centre of the lop 
18 a round hole for the egress of the smoke, protected against 
Inclement weather by a felt cap manipulated by a slrin" which 
hangs near the doorway (Huntington, p. HI). The Ynniks of 
Asia Jtinor use similar tents of hiack goat’s hair. The tent in 
use nmong the Tatars fa slightly more elaborate, laving an 
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interior division providing two compartments, one of which is 
devoted to the women and their culinary operations (E. R. Hue, 
Travels in Tartary, Thibet, and China, Chicago, 1898, i. 47). 
The early Yakuts carried their tents with them, but left the 
frame- work for the next comer (W. G. Sumner, 'The Yakuts,’ 
JAI xxxi. [19011 70). The tents of the Si-Fan of Tibet were 
hexagonal, the black linen covering being stretched on a frame- 
work of ropes attached to poles some little distance from the 
tent proper. A more permanent character was given to them 
by the erection around each group of tents of a wall 4 to 6 ft. 
high. The tendency to permanence suggested by this practice 
was not strong ; the tribes abandoned their settlements at the 
slightest provocation, taking the larger stones of the tvalls 
with them (Hue, ii. 48). The small group of huts which form 
the Toda village is also surrounded by a wall (W. H. R. Rivers, 
The Todas, London, 1906, p. 24). 

In the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan among Bisharin, Hadendoa, 
and Beni Araer tribes, in which it is customary at certain 
seasons of the year for groups to split up in order that the men 
may drive the camels to suitable feeding-grounds, while the 
women and boys remain behind to pasture the cattle up and 
down the country, the character of the dwelling varies with the 
duration of the stay which it is proposed to make at any one 
place. It it is to he a few days only, the tent may consist of 
only three or four mats, or may be a mere shelter of dried 
euphorbia boughs set in a ring, with a domed roof, a shelter of 
similar character being provided tor the young sheep and goats 
(0. G. Seligmann, 'Some Aspects of the Hamitic Problem in 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan,' t/f?A/xIiii. [1913) 597). A shelter 
of boughs is also used at certain seasons by the Kurds and 
the Yuruks instead of their goat-skin tents. The Yuruk shelter 
has the peculiarity that the doorway is so low as only to permit 
entrance on hands and knees (Keane, p. 176). The Masai, 
though never staying very long in one place, also adapt their 
dwellings to the length of sojourn offered hy the pasture. The 
more substantial form of dwelling is a long low structure of 
poles and grass containing several compartments ; but, when 
m the course of its wanderings a tribe makes a stay at a 
pasturage which affords insufficient provision for any length of 
time, a temporary habitation of poles and skins is set up 
(Hollis, p. 292). The Suk, on the other hand, practically live in 
the open air. The young unmarried men sleep on the ground 
wrapped in skins, while the married men sleep under rude 
shelters consisting of a few sticks with a little grass kept down 
by a covering of cow-dung over which a skin is flung in wet 
weather (M. IF. H. Beech, 2Vie Suh: their Language and Folk- 
lore, Oxford, 1911, p. 7). 

The temporary character of the dwelling or 
its ready adaptation for transport is not, how- 
ever, essential to mohiliby. Where the character 
of the land or its occupation by agricultural 
peojiles restricts the area available for grazing, 
occupation of the various pastures becomes a more 
or less regular seasonal routine. Settlements may 
then be permanent, but only in occasional occupa- 
tion at certain seasons of the year. The popula- 
tion migrates from one ground to another as the 
year advances. 

Such is the procedure among many of the Kurdish tribes of 
tbe Armenian table-lands. They live in villages from October 
to Februari', migrate to higher ground and live in their tents 
from March to June, and in the hot season live in bowers of 
green wood, returning to their villages in the autumn (M. 
Sykes, ‘The Kurdish Tribes of the Ottoman Empire,’ JRAI 
xxxviii. (1908) 454). The Toda villages consist of permanent 
huts, half-barrel shaped structures of wood surrounded by a 
wall. These are dotted here and there on the plateaux of the 
Nilgiri hills. Each community, usually one family, has several 
villages to which the cattle and those concerned with them 
‘ 'the year. It follows that, though 

in the course of the year, not all 
v-ers, p. 36 f.). The Dinkas, on the 
other hand, are an example of a cattle-keeping people which, 
possibly influenced by agricultural conditions, is sedentary' and 
has dwellings of a permanent character. The family groups of 
huts are scattered over the country in farmsteads, hut for 
grazing purposes the cattle of a whole district are herded 
together (G. Schweinfurth, Heart of Africa, Eng. tr., London, 
1873-74, i.2 169 f.). 

(6) Industrial arts . — It has already been indi- 
cated that the conditions of pastoral life, coupled 
with the attitude of the male members of the com- 
munity towards manual labour, are not conducive 
to progress in the industrial arts ; they are left 
to the women, or their products are obtained by 
barter from neighbouring peoples. 

Clothing naturally varies in quantity according to climate. 
Except when contact with European civilization has introduced 
other fabrics, the community depends upon the produce of its 
cattle or flocks. The heavy garments of 0. Asia necessary to 
resist the cold are of skin, leather, or felt, and the scanty attire 
of the Masai and other tribes of E. Africa is entirely of leather 
or skin. In the raid which follows the election of a chief tbe 
Masai wear a cotton cloth called ‘ the vow.' Before the intro- 


duction of American cotton fabrics this was made of skins 
(Hollis, p. 301). The Suk dress is mostly goat-skin, but the 
men s capes are sometimes of leopard’s skin (Beech, p. 12) 
The making of these garments as well as the preparation of the 
material usually falls upon the women. Among the Kirghizes 
the women prepare the skin, leather, or felt, and cut out and 
sew the garments,! including the high skin boots and the typical 
conical black felt caps. They also make screens, boxes, bags 
and other receptacles of leather, and weave gaily-coloured rugs 
and screens. The leather articles and the gorgeous robes and 
head-dresses of the women are also embroidered with consider- 
able skill in bright colours, of which they are very fond 
(Huntington, p. 111). The Si-Fan weave a coarse linen used 
for clothing and tents. Among the Fur of the Sudan the 
chief industry of the men is the weaving of cotton cloth, which 
is used as currency (Keane, p. 104). These people, however, 
are stock-breeders and keepers rather than pastorals, and the 
field operations are undertaken by women and slaves. The 
Baban Kurds are also expert weavers and tent-makers. 

(c) Utensils, etc . — The domestic utensils of pas- 
toral tribes are not numerous. Pottery is not 
made as a rule. The usual receptacles for liquids 
are gourds, calabashes, baskets (in Africa), and 
vessels of wood, such as the hollowed trunk of a 
tree, and of skin or leather. 

Although the Masai women, possibly owing to outside influence, 
can make pots, as a rule pottery, if in use by pastoral peoples, 
is imported. The pastoral Suk obtain pottery from the agri- 
cultural Suk ; the Todas, who use bamboo receptacles of naUve 
manufacture for their milking-vessels, obtain the earthenware 
vessels used for churns from the neighbouring Kotas. For cups 
and platters they use leaves (Rivers, p. 60 ff.). Among tlie 
Kirghizes the milking-vessels are of wood, but water is some- 
times stored in earthen pots. 

(d) Weapons . — The same disinclination to engage 
in industrial occupations is apparent even in such 
an important matter as the making of weapons. 

None of the pastoral tribes of E. Africa make their oira 
weapons. Among both Somalis and Masai there are special 
tribes (Tumalods and El Kunono respectively) who do the smiths’ 
work. These peoples are not allowed to intermarry With the 
pastorals, and no free Somali would enter a smithy of shake 
hands with a smith, while a Masai would not take a sword or 
other weapon from the hand of a smith without first wiping his 
band. The Todas have no weapons, although they retain the 
use of the bow and arrow and club for their ceremonies.^ Their 
only implements are axes and knives, which they obtain from 
the Kotas. 

(6) Food . — The original diet of all_ pastoral tribes 
avas no doubt derived entirely, or mainly, from their 
flocks and herds. This is in many instances still 
the case, and where modifications have taken place 
there are proofs of the earlier practice. 

The Bedawib of the Sudan do not cultivate at all ; they live 
on milk and flesh, and it is said that, if they were given grain, 
they would not eat it (Seligmann, p. 599). Among the u. 
Asiatic groups of peoples, who in this as in other matters show 
much uniformity, milk, curds, and cheese are the staple of diet, 
kermiss (curdled milk, especially mares’ milk) in particular being 
held in high esteem. Bread is very scarce, in most distncts 
almost unknown (Huntington, p. 117 f.). The fat-tailed sheep, 
of which the tail is esteemed the greatest delicacy, oxen, ana 
the yak are also eaten. The Kirghizes consider a young colt a 
great delicacy, and Yakut tradition clearly indicates that the 
horse tvas eaten at the time when it ^VQS their chief stock 
(Sumner, p. 68). In E. Africa cattle disease has greatly reduced 
the size of the Masai herds, and it is not now possible for the 
tribes to eat tbe meat of their cattle to any great extent, ihej 
live on what they significantly call ‘savage food —maize, ban- 
anas, rice, etc. Meat is eaten, though usually under restriction. 
Women, children, and old men (whose usual diet is milk) are 
allowed to eat meat only when a beast dies or a sacrilice na 
been made at a funeral or other ceremonial. The warriors are 
allowed to slaughter cattle for food, but not in the kraal, a 
least once in two months cattle are driven into the irood and 
slaughtered and eaten there. The M-asai never eat the flesh ol a 
wild animal or bird (Hollis, p. 317 ff.). The Suk, on the °th" 
hand, eat any kind of wild animal except beasts o' 
flesh of a certain kind of wild pig. Their staple diet, however, 
is a porridge of millet; but that this i 3 „an innovation on th^r 
original custom is suggested by the fact that any one who 
raw millet cannot drink milk for seven days (Beech, P. 9). All 
the tribes of their region are very fond of raw bffiod, which tne) 
draw in n peculiar manner from the neck of the '"ing wmro 
and mix with milk. This fondness for blood 1= 
tbe Asiatic peoples. It is probably to be attnbuted to the des 
for salt in the'^diet.. The diet of the ^odas consist of in 1^ 
butter-milk, ghi, grains, nee, and sugar, but *'hf « f “• ‘"^u [a 
among them that at one time they lived on roote, herbs, fruds 
and honey (Rivers, p. 680). The pastorals of Tibet are noma 

long 


1 The principal outer garment of the kirghizes s a lon| 
quilted cotton gown with long sleeves serving the purpo-= « 
gloves, of which the material is, of course, imported ( 
Huntington, p. 114). 
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nally Buddhists, but nil supplement the diet of milk, butter, 
barley*racal, and fruit imposed by their religion by the flesh of 
game, yak, and mutton. Ihey are also verj' fond of blood, and 
the children are fed on a diet ot cheese, butter, and blood (Keane, 
p. 180). 

.(/) Agriculture . — As has been stated, pastoral 
tribes do not invariably subsist on the produce of 
their flocks and herds alone, and among many a 
large amount of cereals is consumed. Nomadic 
pastorals do not take readily to agriculture even 
when they have the opportunity. The Arab pro- 
verb, ‘ The ploughshare and shame entered hand in 
hand into the family,’ is typical of their attitude 
(Keane, _ p. 321 f. ). Among the Kurds, it is true, 
some tribes have settled doivn to a semi-sedentary 
life_, part of which is given up to the care of crops, 
while others — e.g., the Baban Kurds, who are 
extensive agriculturists and -wine-growei-s — employ 
outside labour. This has commended itself to 
other and more primitive peoples, and it is usual 
to find living in the midst of the pastorals of E. 
Africa not orily the smiths and craftsmen already 
mentioned but also amculturists, either of a 
different race or a brandi of the same race much 
impoverished. The hlasai of the Laikipia plateau 
are an example of a people who have taken to agri- 
culture since the loss of their cattle. The Suk, on 
the other hand, regard themselves as being a pros- 
perous offshoot of the agricultural Suk, wliose aim 
IS to prosper sfiificiently to secure cattle and join 
their more higlily esteemed pastoral neighbours. 
The Todas, who are nob fledi-eaters, obtain the 
grain which forms a large part of their diet from 
the Badagas, whom they regard as a subject race 
(B.ivers, p. 580). The influence of civilization is, 
however, perceptible in some cases. Around Sua- 
kim and in the neighbourhood of Sinkat the strong- 
est and most advanced divisions of the Amara and 
Hadendoa, who have long been subject to foreign 
influence, practise cultivation (Seligmann, p. 599). 

S. Psychology. — In their mental characters pas- 
toral tribes present considerable uniformitj^, wliich 
is reflected both in moral qualities^ and in their 
social institutions. Their normal attitude towards 
manual labour, which is sometimes, possibly with 
justice, attributed to laziness, is in many cases only 
one side of an aristocratic temper which finds 
expression in their relations witli neighbouring 
tribes whose mode of life may dift'er from their own. 
Not only is there a sharp line of cleavage between 
the Afncan pastoral tribes and the adjacent agri- 
cultural and industrial populations, but the foriner 
arrogate to themselves the position of a superior 
people. The Bahima of Enkole regard the Baliera, 
by whom all the agricultural and industrial work 
of the community is performed, as their serfs. 
To call a man a Dorobo, a member of the people 
among them who live by hunting, is, among the 
Masai, a term of grave reproach, while they hold 
that in the beginning of the world they were giren 
the right over all cattle (Hollis, pp. 317, 269). The 
nomad Arab of Mauretania despises the Kabyle 
and other tribes engaged in agriculture or other 
forms of industry (Keane, p._S21 f.), and among the 
Asiatic peoples the same attitude prevails — c.y., in 
the pastoral Kurds towards the sedentary agricul- 
tural tribes. ‘ To be a nomad is considered noble 
(Sykes, p. 455). The Zeibeks of the Misoghis higli- 
lands, like the Masai, believe that all the cattm in 
the world are theirs by right (Keane, p. 176). _ This 
attitude, together with the intrepidity, spirit of 
freedom, enterprise, and self-reliance of the pas- 
torals, hits endowed them with an aggressive char- 
acter which, among the more primitive, has founu 
expression in constant raids and intcrtTib.al wars. 
Before their subjection to British rule tlm Masai 
were constantly engaged in raiding and 
lifting. 'Where greater mobility was secured or 
the use of the horse, in the management of which 
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the horse-keeping pastorals excel, the more aggres- 
sive tribes were able to extend the radius of their 
operations and conduct them in an organized 
planner. The great trade-routes of Asia were 
infested by brigands — Kurds, Turkomans, Tatars, 
and Mongols — who swooped down on and plundered 
the caravans and then retired to their mountain 
fastnesses with their booty. This restless spirit not 
only resulted in the great racial migrations of the 
early ages, but, where exploited and utilized by 
leaders of abilitj' and ambition, found its full 
expression in the great Tatar, hlongol, and Turki 
conquests which extended over Asia, and of which 
the effects were and are still felt in Europe. On 
the other hand, to the individual the p.astoral 
generally shows an upright, courteous, and kindly 
disposition ; Arab hospitality is proverbial, but no't 
singular, and even a Masai, notwithstanding the 
doubtful reputation of the people, was bound under 
penalty of being cursed by members of the tribe of 
like age with himself to receive and entertain a 
stranger of his own class (Hollis, p. 2SS). The duty 
of hospitality was laid upon the pastoral peoples to 
some extent by self-interest, the scattered popula- 
tion and the necessity for distant travel, whether in 
search of strayed stock or for other reasons, making 
it desirable that shelter and food should be offered 
to all comers in hope of a return in kind. In 
C. Asia this assistance was extended to providing 
fresh beasts for the continuation of a journey 
(Huntington, p. 122). 

Nomadic life and the primitive plan of the dwell- 
ing have also had their effect in other directions, 
notably in the modification of the Muhammadan 
attitu(5e towards women. Among the Yuruks of 
Asia Minor the women go unveiled and salute the 
wayfarer on the road (Keane, p. 176). Where the 
tent has no dividing partition, as among tlie Kir- 
ghizes, it is obviousl 5 ’ impossible to keep up the 
custom of seclusion ; and frequent absences of the 
men with their flocks not only lay greater responsi- 
bility on the women left behind to look after the 
homestead, but also give them a strong voice in 
the affairs of the community and greater freedom 
in the duty of entertaining any travelling stranger 
(Huntington, p. 128 f.). In other cases, c.=pccinlly 
in E. Africa, the inferior position of women among 
pastorals is ns general ns it is among neighbouring 
agricultural tribes. 

Not only are animals prized and consMuently 
cared for as a source of wealth, but considerable 
aliection is shown to them. The African pastorals 
especially are extremely fond of their cattle. They 
give them pet names and sometimes go into mourn- 
ing for them, and cases have occurred in which a 
man has committed suicide through grief at the 
death of a favourite be.ast. The preoccupation of 
the Suk with their cattle is indicated by the fact 
that the whole of their language revolves round 
them ; when an adjective is used without a substan- 
tive, ‘cow’ is naturally understood ; and they have 
a special name for everj' variety of cow, expressing 
colour, shape, type, special maltormations of boms, 
and the like (Beech, p. 8). 

6. Sociology. — iVmong p.astoral tribes the social 
unit is, as a rule, small and consists of the family 
group, over which the head is absolute ruler. 
Several groups nmy be_ combined to fonn a tribal 
unit-. The Knrdislg tribes sometimes consist of as 
many as 2000 families, but for economic purposes 
the unit is the family. The more plontifuf and 
accessible the cattle-feed, the smaller and more 
elastic will be the organization. In 'N. Kordomn, 
where conditions of life are difficult owing to the 
scarcity of water and the seasonal character of the 
vegetation, the unit is comparativelv large, social 
organization is more rigid, and migration takes 
place in a strictly regul.atctl manner towards a 
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definite objective. 'WJieie pasture and water are to tlie bride, and henceforth giver and receiver 
plentiful, as in the provinces between the Nile and address one another invariably by the name of the 
the Red Sea, the units are smaller, consisting at beast with the prefix jpa-. Blood-brotherhood is 
most of three or four tents, and migration takes contracted by the ceremonial eating of bullock’s 
the form of a more or less haphazard wandering in flesh dipped in the blood of the parties concerned 
search of pasture wherever it may be found (Hollis, pp. 302 f., 322 ; see also his ‘Note on the 
(Seligmaim, pp. 597, 627). In the case of the Masai System of Relationship,’ xl. 477 f ) 
Yakuts, now a much impoverished people, the unit Cattle are an important element in the judiciai 
consists of four or five people, who require as a sj'.stem, fines or compensation for murder and 
minimum fifteen head of cattle for their subsist- other crimes taking this form. Any one guilty of 
ence. It has been conjectured, however, from the assault among the Suk must provide the'’ injured 
custom which admits as a matter of right all party with sheep for food until he recovers (Beech, 
neighbours to partake of the food at any ceremonial p. 30). The Masai may disregard a small theft, but 
family feast, that at one time, when the Yakuts in never the theft of cattle. At the making of peace 
their earlier home were horse-breeders, the social the sides exchange a cow (Hollis, pp. 310, 322). 
unit consisted of a larger number, large enough, in Among the Rur all contracts are carried out in 
fact, to eat a horse at one sitting. This would cattle, although the usual currency is cotton cloth 
make for superior mobility by obviating the (Keane, p. 104). 

necessity for carrying the unconsumed portions of Pastoral tribes, with few exceptions, are poly- 
the carcass. The conditions of horse-herding must gamous, and this custom is closely connected wth 
also have required a larger unit (Sumner, p. 68). cattle-keeping in more than one way. Not only 
Among the Suk, at a feast held as a means of is it affected by the bride-price, tlie number ,of 
preventing the approach of an epidemic, the bullock wives depending upon a man’s ability to provide 
which is sacrificed must be consumed at one sitting the requisite cattle for the bride-price, as well as 
(Beech, p. 9). Among the Todas each village is upon his means of supporting his wives, but the 
the property of one family, and the Dinka village care of the cattle may demand a plurality of home- 
is supposed to consist of one family. In the latter steads. Among the Yakuts, e.y., a wealthy man 
case, should the numbers be too small, several may have his cattle in scattered herds, and, before 
families may combine, but then each family has its monogamy was introduced under the influence of 
separate quarters (H. O’Sullivan, ‘Dinka Laws and Christianity, it was customary for each herd to 
Customs,’^ J'iJA/xl. [1910] 177). Among the Suk be under the care of one wife (Sumner, p. 94). The 
several adjacent villages may enter into a loose Chukchis also herd their reindeer in divisions, over 
form of allegiance to a village headman of wealth, each of which a wife presides, 
influence, or wisdom, who is known as an ‘ adviser ’ Private property in cattle is fully recognized, 
(Beech, p. 6). The Suk have no chiefs, nor are they and it is usual for each group, in some cases each 
under the control of medicine-men as are the individual, to brand his cattle. The Kordofan tribes 
Masai, Turkana, and other allied tribes of this have an elaborate system of brands for their camels, 
region, among whom this functionary virtually and among E. African tribes the oxen, cows, and 
usurps the power of chief. The institution of the goats all have their ears clipped in a distinctive 
‘adviser,’ however, is a step towards attaining a fashion, indicatingboth tribal andindividualowner- 
position corresponding to that of the ‘ elder ’ ship (Hollis, p. 290). The Bahima of Ankole, how- 
in these tribes. But even in these cases, not- ever, do not recognize absolute private ownership of 
wthstanding their advisory functions, the elders cattle. All the cattle belong to the king; the chiefs 
and chiefs have little real power, which for practical are responsible for the weS-being of the cattle in 
purposes rests with the warrior class and the their respective districts; the individual owner may 
medicine-men. This predominance of the younger eat a limited number of his cattle, may use them for 
men in a pastoral tribe may be paralleled among the bride-price, or may exercise a certain freedom 
the Yakuts, where a man or woman past the prime in selling or exchanging them -ivithin the nation, 
is neglected and loses all influence and respect but he may not sell to any one outside ; cattle 
(Sumner, p. 76). taken in war also belong to the king (J. Rosooe, 

Not only does the pastoral mode of life act ‘The Bahima ... of Enkole,’ JBAI xxxvii. 
directly on the size of the group, but it determines [1907] 95). 

the character of its internal organization. A mode Land is usually common property, but, as a inle, 
of life which is based upon more or less continual each group has its recognized limits for grazing, 
movement demands a more systematic control than In the more fertile parts of the SQdan these tend 
either hunting, in which co-ordination of action is to be ignored, but in more barren regions trespass 
intermittent, or a sedentary occupation such as is a frequent cause of tribal fights._ Among the 
agriculture or industry in its primitive forms. Yakuts private property hardly exists, and even 
Consequently pastoral tribes are usually organized the house tends to be regarded as common property 
upon a strict patriarchal and patrilineal basis, (Sumner, p. 70). , 

although in many cases, as among the NUotic and 7, Religious beliefs. — Among the pastimals or 
Hamitic groups, they show evidence of having at both Africa and Asia Islam and Buddhism have to 
one time been matrilineal. The head of the family a great extent overwhelmed primitive beheis. 

is the absolute ruler, the supreme judge, and the These survive, however, in the form of superstitions 

owner of the stock and other possessions of the and practices to propitiate evil spirits, f iie 

group. The value of the individual member is Tuaregs, e.gr., believe in 7171^5 who live imdertne 

recognized in the exaction of the bride-price, and desert and cause camels to sink in the soft sand oy 
in some cases in the practice of Labanism. Among pulling down their feet (Keane,_ p. 323). in 
the Hadendoa, Amara, and related tribes the and C. Asia, the home of shamanisni, Muhammaa- 
husband must reside with the bride’s people for a anism. Buddhism, and Christianity have bad net e 
time and the first child must be bom among them more than a superficial effect, and shamans tm 
(Seligmann, p. 650). The bride-price takes the shamanistic beliefs continue to exert i. 

form of stock, and among the Masai father-in-law influence. The pastorals of E. Africa for the m 
and mother-in-law are known as the ‘ receiver of a part agree in recognizing a supreme deity 
bullock’ and the ‘receiver of a sheep ’ respectively, home is the sky, and it has been . 

from the custom of presenting these animals to this belief represents a survival of a reiio 
them during the betrotiial and marriage ceremonies, system in which the rain-god, a ^ ..1 

Relatives of the Masai bridegroom present a beast importance to both pastoral and agncuii 
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peoples, was the chief element (Seligniann, p. 
664 f.). _ It follows that, the rel igious practices 
and beliefs which are more specifically character- 
istic of pastoral, peoples are, as a rule, of a sub- 
sidiary character. It may he noted, however, that 
among the Todas the conception of the gods is 
vague and shadowy, and their religion has become 
almost completely absorbed in the ritual of the 
dairy. There is, however, no indication of the 
worship of the sacred cattle. 

The object of the religious and magical practices 
peculiar to pastoral peoples is to secure the health, 
fertility, and productive power of herds and flocks. 
Their character suggests that some degree of 
sanctity is generally recognized both in the stock 
and in its products, and that any breach of this 
sanctity by the performance of forbidden actions 
would react on the animals to their detriment. 

A Bii^lOcant instance is the attitude of the ^lasai, and to 
some extent of the Suk, to grass. * Cattle feed on grass, and 
the Masai love grass on this account.* The women fasten grass 
on their clothes when they pray for rain. If a warrior beats a 
boy on the grazing-ground, he must stop if the boy tears up a 
handful of grass. Grass held in the hand is a sign of a desire 
for peace. When warriors return from a raid, girls sprinkfe 
milk from a small gourd covered with grass over those who have 
killed an enemy. When they move from one kraal to another, 
m*ass is tied on their gourds (Hollis, p. 2S9 f.). If the Suk, on a 
hostile raid, meet a man with grass on his head, he must not 
be killed, and, if when they enter a kraal a woman succeeds in 
sprinkling milk on them, no one in that kraal can be killed 
(Beech, p. 25). 

Among the En-Jemnsi, a tribe more or less 
closely associated with the Suk, if there is a dis- 
pute as to stolen property, the parties to the quarrel 
drink the blood of a goat (drawn from the neck) 
mixed with milk. The one who swears falselj' will 
die. The same penalty for false witness follows if 
the dispute concerns cattle. Blood is drawn from 
the cattle in question and thrown at accuser and 
accused (Beech, p. 28 f.). 

The highly elaborate ritual of the Toda dairy, 
with its grades of priests strictly se^egated from 
the people and its regulations for milking, collect- 
ing, and dealing with the milk, is undoubtedly- 
based on a belief in the sacred character of milk 
and desire to preserve it from pollution by the 
profane. The Todas are not alone in regarding 
milk as of special sanctity. Both in E. Africa and 
in the Sudan many precautions are observed in 
dealing -with it. 

It is usual for milk to tie milked only into certain kinds of 
vessels, commonly gourds, basket vessels, sometimes vessels of 
skin, never pots of clay or the modern tin vessel. The milker 
should not himself taste the milk Brst, but should give some, 
if only a few drops, to a bystander or to nil the bystanders. 
Among the Bahima a boy who has been set aside to dnnk the 
milk of a dedicated cow may not drink or eat anything else 
^ '."d in this 

; . 'cr, cook 

■ ' method 

of some antiquity. Specia* . milker. 

Among the Dinkaa cows - y Of 

before puberty ; a man ma; ■ oow, but 

this is not desirable. Th- — ' . , 

vessels, but leave them to he licked by their dogs. If they 
washed them, the cows would run dr^^ (Keane, p. ISS). 
The Suk drive their cattle to salt licks once a month, but the 
cows would run dry if this wore done at a time when the moon 
NTOS not visible (Beech, p. 0). Most African tribes avoid bring- 
ing milk and meat as food into contact — an interval of 24 
hours at least should elapse ; a Suk who chows ra>v millet must 
abstain from milk for seven days, while a Nandi who ® 
forbidden animal mustabstain from milk for fourmonUis. The 
Bahinm arc more strict and will not cat even vegetables ana 
milk together. Great care Is taken that women who approach 
or toucm the cattle should be ceremonially pure. No nien- 
Blruous woman must milk or even touch the ^ttle. The 
Bedawlb say that, if a woman in this condition drank milk, 
both she and the cow from which the milk w*as drawm would 
become sterile (Seligmann, p. 055). Tiiesc regutations do not 
appear to extend to pregnancy (for detailed references to 
regulations affecting milk among the pastorals of Africa ana 
the oudin see ScUgmann, p. C54 K.). 

Among .sonic Bantu peoples women are not 
allowed to touch cattle at all, and it may be that 
this was the original attitude of all pastoral 


peoples and has only been gradually relaxed, in 
some cases possibly owing to lack of adequate 
labour. The Artega, Ashraf, and Hasa allow only 
men to milk camels and sheep and despise the 
Arab Zehediya, recent immigrants from Arabia, 
because they allow their women to milk. These 
ti'ibes have few cattle. Generally in tlie S. Beja 
country cattle are not held in much esteem. No 
Artega man would milk a cow. It is probable, 
therefore, that cattle have been only recentl 5 ' 
introduced (id. p. 655). Among the Asiatic tribes 
there is little evidence of any great disability of 
women in connexion with stock. Among the 
Klialkas, a horse-keeping people of the Sliarras, 
not only milking but the care of the stock at foal- 
ing time devolved upon tiie women. The Todas, 
however, are stringent in regulating the contact of 
women with cattle. The paths over which the 
sacred herds pass are tabu to women ; women are 
allowed to approach the dairy onl 3 ' by a certain 

ath and at a stated hour when they come to fctcli 
_ utter-milk. The floor of the Toda hut is divided 
into two parts marked by the hole in which rice is 
pounded. In the front part tlie churning is done, 
and -ndth this part of the house women have 
nothing to do. Further, the characteristic women’s 
implements — the broom and rice-pounders and 
sifters — have to be removed from the village when 
the priest (wiirsol) sleeps there, and the women 
take these implements with them when tliej’- leave 
the village at the time when the sacred herds pass 
through (Rivers, pp. 27, 29, 585). 

Reference lias already been made to the sacri- 
fice and eating, after a death, of cattle and sheep 
belonging to the deceased. Among the Yakuts a 
beast was killed in order to accompany the soul of 
its former owner after death. Tlie Bahima, after 
the death of a king or queen, continued to pay 
them a tribute of cattle. 

The body of the dead king, after being ivashed in milk, was 
wrapped in the skin of a cow wliich bad been killed by having 
its neck twisted. It was tlicn taken to Ussanzi, and after a 
certain number of days was said to have become pregnant and 
brought forth a lion cub. This incarnation of the king was 
kept by the priests and then turned into the forest, cattle being 
provided for it from time to time. Tlie lions of this forest were 
never killed. A similar custom obtained in the case of queens, 
but they became leopards, while princes and princesses became 
snakes (Hoscoe, p. 101 1.). 

Among the Suit a very special relationship 
exists between men and cattle. 

Every warrior must have a tamar, an ox with one liorn 
pointiiig backward and one forward, or ho is made the subject 
of taunts. Svhen the warriors start on a raiding expedition, the 
Jtamararebrought togetlicr.bedeckcd with featlicr8,nnd sent to 
the river where warriors collect. The warriors dance around, 
clap their hands, and shout the war-cry to excite the faint- 
hearted. A captured kamar is a great prize, and is slaughtered 
and eaten at once (Beech, p. S). 

EiTniUTCRE.— A. H. Keane, The IT'orfd’s Peoples, London. 
IMS; A. C. Haddon, The Paces of ilan and their Dietrilti. 
lion, do., n.d. ; E. Huntington, J'he Pulse of Asia, do. 1D07 ’ 
J. L. Myres, The Daxen of liistorii, do., n.d. [1011] ; F. Ratzeb 
llht. of Mankind, Eng. tr., do. 1S30-BS ; J. J. E. Rcclns, The 
Earth and its Inhahitants, Eng. tr., do. 1905-03 ; L. T. Hob- 
house, G. C. Wheeier, and M. Ginsberg, The Material 
Cultureand Social InsHlidions of the Simpler Peoples, do. IDIE. 

E. N. Fallaize. 

PATAGONIANS. — i. General description. — 
Tlie Patagonians inhabit the extreme south of 
S. America, between the Atlantic Ocean and the 
advanced foot-hills on the cast side of the Andes, 
from 41° or 42° S. lat. to the Strait of Magellan ; a 
section of them have even spread bej’ond the 
Sti'ait, and, under the n.ame of Ona or Aona, 
occupy the eastern part of the large island of 
Ticrra del Fuego. The real name of the Patago- 
nians— the one most frequently used bj- themselves 
—is Aonikeu, which is very like the word Aona. 
The name Patagonians was given them by Mag- 
ellan, the first European who saw the natives at 
Port San Julian. According to some etymologies, 
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this word comes from the Spanish patngones (‘ large in guanaco-skiris, they move from place to place in 
^et ) ; but modern explorers, like Spegazzini and search of game ; their only shelters are Imts of 
Kamon Lista, think that it is a combination of two branches, and sometimes they simply lie down on 
words: patak (‘hundred’)— a name given to the the ground, squeezed close together, and covered 
Patagonians by then- former Quichua rulers— and on the w-ind side with some guanaco skins Since 
a native word Aomkcn. The Patak-Aoniken, con- the introduction of the horse tlie Patao-onian' 
traced to Patagons, would therefore mean a have improved their material life, althouAi they 
hxmdred (an administrative division imposed by have remained nomad hunters ; they hai-^ mven 
the Quichua) of the natives (who call themselves up the how and arroiv, and have adopted the oollas 
Aoniken). The name Tehuelches, by which the as their chief weapon. 

Patagonians are also known, comes from the The fcoKas consists of three round stones attached to three 
Araucanians, their eastern neighbours. Some strings, which are knotted together at the other end. They 

writers call them Tshon or Tsoneka (derived from “"'J then rtrow them. 

Annil-oTi?! ' Willie pursuing the hunted animal on horsebaok. The animal— 

^ ■' "j . , generally the guanaco or the ostrich— is strangled by one ol 

ibcattered over an immense area, including the the strings of the Mias winding round its neck, 

provinces of Santa Cruz and Chubut, half or three- The Patagonians live in large tents [lean), com- 
quarters of tlie province of Rio Negro in the posed of three rows of posts, diminishing in height 
Argentine Republic, and some territories in the from front to rear, and coveted -with guanaco- 
south of Chile, the Patagonians were at one time skins. They have learned from the Araucanians 
very numerous. About 1828 d’Orhigny estimates how to make ornaments of silver and to weave 
them at 8000 or 10,000 ; but in 1869-70 Musters cloth. In place of the primitive tinder-box (two 
reckons only loOO. In 1892 Ramon Lista calculates pieces of pyrites, which were struck against each 
that they are scarcely 500 (not counting tlie Ona), other), still in use among the Ona, thePahagonians 
distributed among the four following localities : in have for a long time used the European tindev-hox 
the province of Santa Cruz, the valley of Coy and matches. They even have amusical instrument 
Inlet and at Karpenk-ailci on the Rio Chico ; in — the koolo ; it is a small bow, one end of which is 
the province of Chubut, on the banks of the river held in the mouth and the other in the left hand, 
Senguerr ; and near the Laguna Blanca lake, to while with the right hand the player strikes the 
the north of Punta Arenas, on Chilean territory, string with a bone (the humerus of the condor) in 
More recently, in 1900, H. H. Prichard speaks of which there are several holes. The sound of this 
five encampments including altogether ‘a few instrument is weak; it imitates the wind or the 
hundreds of individuals.’ But it must not he gallop of horses. The tambourine is a Spanish 
imagined that so many Patagonians liave com- importation ; it is used to accompany their only 
pletely disappeared : a great many of them (especi- dance, called the ‘ ostrich dance,' in which the 
ally in the province of Rio Negro) live among tlieir men imitate the movements of that bird, while the 
neighbours — Araucanians on the west, and Puelches women, seated in a circle round the dancers, make 
and Whites (colonists and Gauchos) on the north ; music and heat time rs-ith their hands, 
they hear the names of those ethnic groups, which The Patagonians are skilled in the preparation 
are, as a rule, more civilized than they. Mixtures of guanaco-skins, which they sell to the Arpntine 
of these races — e.p., between Patagonians and traders. They also manufacture the saddles and 
Argentine colonists, all speaking Spanish — are also harness for their horses ; these are ornamented 
very numerous. with silver and are often their most valuable 

The first travellers who explored Patagonia gave possession. The dress of the men is almost the 
most exaggerated reports of the stature of the same as that of the women : a long mantle_ of 
natives, describing them as positively gigantic, gu.maco-hide, a band of leather or wool confining 
Later estimates and some measurements — unfortn- their hair like a crown, and sometimes boots made 
nately very few — enable us to state that, although from the skin of any animal. The Patagonians 
the Patagonians were very tall (average probably paint their bodies with red, black, or white ac- 
about 6 ft.), they were no more so than several cording to circumstances, and practise tatuing, 
other races of the world — e.y., Scots, Serbs, Nilotic with very simple figures — parallel lines, triangles, 
Negroes, the Sara of the Shari-Chad district, circles, etc. 

They are, as a rule, very robust and muscular; 2 . God and spirits. — Our information regardmg 
they have long faces, straight or aquiline noses, the religion of the Patagonians is neither abundant 
reddish-yellow skin, and smooth, straight hair, nor very accurate. According to the evidence oi 
They are hospitable, very good to their children, Viedma, who wTote about 17SI, the Patagonians 
of a calm disposition, and rather inclined to sad- of that time believed in two supernatural entities, 
ness. They are very taciturn and seldom laugh, the one good, who governs the celestial remons 
Under the influence of alcohol, however, they and has no power oyer men, the other sometimes 
become irritable and quarrelsome, and many of good, sometimes -wicked, who takes an active 
their feasts, which are accompanied by libations, interest in human actions. Further, each fanniy- 
end in sanguinary battles. group had its patron, its tutelary god, with u-uom 

The language of the Patagonians and the Ona, men came into contact through the intermediation 
like that of almost all the natives of America, of a kind of shaman. Outes, one of the best etlino- 
is agglutinative in structure and polysjmthetic ; legists of the Argentine, suggested the idea tiia 
phonetically it is characterized by the abundance this was a survival of the _ clan-totemism 
of its guttural sounds. In contrast witli what is prevailed among the primitive Patogomans. 
found in the majority of S. American races, the bases the idea on the evidence of Falkncr, a c - 
Patagonians have a highly developed system of temporary of Viedma, who says that each larai y- 
numeration : they count up to 100 and even 1000. group of the Patagonians regarded itselt as oei 
But this system has been borrowed from the ing to a species of animal — ostrich, puma, ' 

Quichua, for the Ona, who have never been in etc. He also sees the confirmation 

contact with the Quichua, cannot count beyond in certain myths, which tell, e.p., ol tiie 

three. between two dans in consequence of the lace ciia 

As a rule, the Ona represent at the present time the members of one of the clans had eaten lU 
what the Patagonians were before the introduction of the ostrich (a totemio animal) ; but •'"‘ A 
of the horse among them, i.e. before the first half have been simply a dispute concerning an enc ■ 
of the 17th century. Tliey are nomad hunters, ment on a hunting-ground. 

armed with slings and hows and arrows. Clothed wards the end of the 18th cent, the Pa g 
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believed in the existence of zoomorphic beings, 
■who dwelt in caverns near lakes and hills, and 
who created men, gave them weapons— slings, 
bows and arrows — and taught them how to use 
them. 

A century later, about 1885, Ramon Lista gives 
a description of the religious ideas of the Pata- 
gonians which shows some resemblance to the 
foregoing. The supreme being is called El-lal ; he 
is a strong spirit, clever, and kind; he is the 
creator of the world and of the Patagonians. 
After having cleared the world of the wild animals 
which infested it, he taught men the secrets of 
obtaining fire and of building a shelter for them- 
selves. The myths relating to El-lal were still 
well known to the old men of the end of the 19th 
century. The following is a r6sum6 of them ; 

El-lal came into the world in a atrange way. Hia lather 
Nosjthej (a kind of Saturn), wishing to devour him, Iiad 
snatched him from his mother’s womb. He owed his rescue to 
the intervention of the terguerr, a rodent animal, which carried 
him away to its cave ; this hia father tried in vain to enter. 
From the mother’s horrible wound, inflicted by her husband, 
sprang a river of crystal-clear water, which still exists in tlie 
neighbourhood of Teckel, near the sources of the rirerSeuguerr, 
After having learned from the famous rodent the properties of 
different plants and the directions of the mountain-paths, 
El-lal himself invented the bow and arrow, and with these 
weapons began the struggle against the wild animals— puma, 
fox, condor — and conquered them all. But the father returned. 
Forgetting the past, El-lal taught him how to manipulate the 
bow and the sling, and joyfully showed him the trophies of the 
chase — ^tortoise sheila, condors’ wings, etc. Nosjthej took up 
his abode in the cave and soon acted as master of it. Faithful 
to his fierce instincts, he wanted to kill his son ; he followed 
him across the Andes, but, when on the point of reaching him, 
he saw a dense forest arise between him and his son. El-lal 
was saved ; he descended to the plain, which meanwhile bad 
become peopled with men. Among them was a giant, Goshy-c, 
who devoured children ; El-lal tried to fight him, but he was 
invulnerable ; the arrows broke against his body. Then El-lal 
transformed himself into a gad-fly, entered the giant’s stomach, 
and wounded him fatally with his sting. It was not until he 
had accomplished all those teats, and had proved himself a 
clever huntsman, that El-lal thought of marrjing.l He asked 
the hand of the daughter of the sun, but she did not think mm 
worthy of her and escaped from him by a subterfuge. Dis- 
endianted, El-lal decided to leave the earth, where, he con- 
sidered, his mission was at an end, since men, who had in the 
meantime appeared in the plain and in the mountain-valleys, 
had learned from him the use of fire, weapons, etc. Borne on 
the wings of a swan across the^ocean toiyards the east, he 
found eternal rest in the verdant islands which rose among the 
waves at the places where the arrows shot by him had fallen on 
the surface of the waters. 


but the shnmans still exist. Their special duty is 
to cure the sick. 

After having exhausted the meagre resources of his medical 
“ft — <.£f-. lotions of cold water, blood-letting, and massage — the 
shaman has recourse to the great methods : he sings incanta- 
tions beside the invalid, then proceeds to suck the part of the 
body; through which ho intends to extract the spirit who is 
causing the illness. He then shows the relatives W'ho surround 
the patient this spirit in the form of an arrow, an insect, etc. 
The sacrifice of an animal, usually a niare, is also practised to 
cure invalids. All the relatives and friends of the sick man 
meet near the camp, to which the youths and boys lead the 
mare to be sacrificed. Some men of the clan fall upon it, and 
the most skilled of them strikes the fatal.blow in the chest with 
a very sharp knife ; be then extracts the heart, and, holding it 
in ilia hand, walks several times round the animal, which dies 
in convulsions. Its flesh is then divided among those present 
and consumed on the spot. The he.ad and hoots are fixed to a 
pole painted with yellow ochre, which is planted on the top of 
a neighbouring hill by a group of horsemen. 

The profession of shaman is hereditary, and may 
be e.xercised by either men or ■women. Female 
shamans are even more numerous tlian male. It is 
a jwofession in which certain risks are run, for, if 
the patient treated by the shaman dies, the shaman 
himself is often put to death. 

Shamans are also sorcerers. Usually they are 
taciturn, suspicious persons, who keep aloof from 
the rest of the people. Their magic power resides 
in some small rough perforated stones, which are 
handed from father or motlier to son and are 
jealously guarded, for tlieir loss entails the lo.ss of 
the shamans’ magic power. Tlie Patagonians be- 
lieve that the smallest particle detached from the 
body — nails, hair, and even the rags of their 
clotlies — may become transformed into an evil 
spirit, possessing magical power; they therefore 
bum these tilings as quickly as po.s.sihle. Sorce" 
is called shoilSn, and every man can practise £:- 
though to a less degree than the shaman. Tcne 
they sometimes try to cure an illness v.-itbont ti'e 
help of the shaman ; the whole family gatherreeni 
the invalid and shout and yell fiercely ; then srzie 
of the men go out on horseback and pursue ti- s- 
great distance the spirit which has left the ioij. 
Sometimes they send the invalid out on borse'L'utc. 
quite naked, in intense cold, for, acecriirg i-s 
the Patagonians, the best remedy for sli LA is 
great noise and great cold (Pricliard, Thryi-rL “Cft 
Heart of Patanoniu. n. 80 f.i. 


The myth of El-lal shows the condition of the 
Patagonians in pre-historic tim^and theirstruggles 
with their conquerors, and gives a glimpse into 
religious thought in evolution. ... ., 

Alongside of this superior creative being, who, 
as soon as his workwas accomplished, went to rest 
and had no more to do with human affairs, the 
Patagonians believe in the spirit of good who 
protects men, especially in cases of illness ; ana 
in the spirit of evil, represented by several umsible 

beings gifted with supernatural pow^s. One of 

these is Maipe, always associated ^ifh the ' 
ness of nierhtj the violent ^^*ind or the desert, « ^ 
other phenomena that trouble the minds of 
tive men ; another is Kerou-kenken, a _mo - 
who devours newly-born children and dnnks tl e 
tears of their broken-hearted mothers. Th 
heren is often given to all wicked spi — 
word tcalUshcn or giialicho, which ^ 

certain writers to denote an evil spirit, i 


anian origin. . ... « _ .—o 

3. Sacrifices, ■witchcraft, and to Jiare a 

aid above, each Patagonian fanuly 
pecial shaman, who had char,p o ^ to the 
eremonies, and who went lor ihi:? p ‘K '\\t the 
nmmit of a hill near ^q.j, (.„nt 

:nd of the ISth and the beginning cent, 

hese ceremonies took place la t^e - - 
U the present day they_^^j«^ 

^ This is the case with the 
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continues to live after the man’s death and prowls 
about the abode of his relatives. The fear inspired 
by these ghosts is so great that the Patagonians 
must not pronounce the .name of the dead man, 
lest they should attract the attention of the 

double.' This is sometimes the cause of changes 
in the Tehuelche language ; e.g., not long ago fat 
was called ham in that language, but, when a Pata- 
gonian who had this word as a proper name was on 
the point of death, his relatives and friends replaced 
the name by golosjku ; nowadays Iw/ni is forgotten. 
The dead are usually buried under a heap of stones, 
sometimes painted red (tchenhe). At tlie present 
timetlie bones are exhumed after a certain period 
{a custom borrowed from the Araueanians) to be 
painted red. 

5 . Marriage customs. — Marriage is endogamous ; 
but even at the end of the 18th cent, chiefs had to 
take their wives from another tribe (Viedma). 
This was probably a survival of primitive exogamy. 
Marriage does not require any religious ceremony. 
In early times, however, the shaman recited some 
invocations and gave advice to the newly- wedded 
pair. The basis of marriage is the purchase of the 
woman from her parents. Perhaps the scarcity of 
women explains the long maintenance of this 
custom. It is said that there are three men for 
every woman among the Patagonians, probably on 
account of the hard conditions of life for the 
woman, on whom devolves a number of laborious 
tasks — the setting up and taking down of the 
tents, the gathering of berries and roots, prepara- 
tion of food, weaving, etc. A marriage takes 
place as follows : 

After acquiring renown as a sitiiied huntsman, the young man 
goes to the tent of his future wife’s parents and makes his 
proposal, mentioning the number of horses or pieces of silver that 
he offers for her. Usually he offers two horses to each of the 
future wife’s brothers. If the parents accept this ‘ gift,’ the 
matter is settled; they then give presents to the suitor in 
e-vchange. Next day the newly-wedded couple take up their 
abode in a tent wtiicli they build with the relatives on both 
sides, and there they receive and entertain their friends. The 
whole affair ends in a great feast, with dancing and immode- 
rate use of Mama (brandy). On that day dogs are not allowed 
to touch food— not even the leavings of the fetist. 

Polygamy is allowed, but seldom practised. In 
former times chiefs had as many as twelve wives. 
After the death of the iiusband, when the period 
of mourning is over, the Avife, especially if she is 
no longer young, may cohabit with any man of her 
tribe for any length of time. We must not con- 
clude from this that the morals of Patagonian 
women are loose, for young girls are virtuous as a 
rule, and adultery is rare among the married. 

The birth of a child is celebrated with feasting 
and dancing. It is also accompanied by the 
following ceremony : 

The child is placed for a moment in the inside of an animal 
which has just been sacrificed bj’ being slit from head to tail and 
having its entrails removed. They believe that by means of 
this operation the child will become a good horseman (Prichard, 
p. 96). The child is then measured, and on the following day 
the whole encampment knows how manj' horres (a native 
measure equal to the length of the hand) he is in height. 

6 . Social organization. — The immediate mem- 
bers of a family all live in the same tent (/raw) ; 
but each couple is separated from the others in 
the tent by curtains of skins. They have food in 
common. Property is individual, and is trans- 
mitted from father to son. If there is no son, the 
inheritance goes to the nearest relatives — first to 
the women, then to the men. _ Consanguinity is 
recognized to the fourth generation. 

The Patagonians have no chiefs of the ordinary 
kind, although tliey recognize the superiority of 
certain men w’ho are richer, more eloquent, or more 
skilful huntsmen than the others. The powers of 
the chiefs in former times were more e.xtensive : 
they conducted warlike expeditions, and acted as 
supreme judges in disputes between people of tlie 


same encampment. Nowadays they act as inter- 
mediaries between the Whites and their compa- 
triots on various occasions ; they also conduct col- 
lective hunts — battues organized by several bands 
of hunters accompanied by their half-wild dogs. 

The Patagonians possess slaves, usually women, 
whom they have captured, after victorious battles, 
as a result of incursions on neighbouring territories. 
Hence we come across Fuegian slaves in their tents 
(Spegazzini, Anales de la sociedad cientifica Argen- 
tina, xvii. 236). 

Literature. — T. Falkner, Descrqotion of Patagonia, Here- 
ford, 1774 ; F. de Viedma, DeBcripcion de la costa meridional 
. . , patagonica, in P. de Angelis, Collecion de obras g doev- 
mentos . . . iJio de la Plata, Buenos Aires, 1836-40, v. ; G. C- 
Musters, At Horne with the Patagonians, London, 1871 ; C 
Spegazzini, ‘Costumbres de los Patagones,’ Anales de lasn- 
ciedad cientifica Argentina, xvii. [Buenos Aires, 1884] 221ff. ; 
Ramon Lista, Viaje al pais de los Onas, do. 18S7 ; P. A. 
Segers, ‘Habitos 3 ’ costumbres de /os indios Aonas (Onas),' 
Boletin del Institute geografieo Argentine, xii. (1891) 6611.; 
Lista, Los Indios Tehuelches, Buenos Aires, 1894 ; H. H. 
Prichard, Through the Heart of Patagonia, London, 1902 ; 
F. Outes, ‘ La eoad de la piedra en Patagonia,’ Anales del 
J/useo nacional de Buenos-Aires, m. v. [1005] 203 ; Lehmann- 
Nietsche, ‘ El grupo linguistico Tshon,’ Revista del iluseo de 
La Plata, xii. [1913] 217. J. DeNIKER. 

PATALIPUTRA.— See PATNA. 


PATANJALI. — Patafijali is regarded in India 
as the founder of the Yoga system. Since, 
however, Patafijali, who is celebrated also as a 
grammarian, lived in the 2nd cent. B.C., and the 
doctrines of the Yoga, both theoretical and prac- 
tical, can be shown to have existed in India several 
hundreds of years earlier, this tradition must be 
understood to imply merely that Patafijali in the 
Yogasufras for the first time gave literary^ form to 
the Yoga doctrines. The scanty information that 
we possess on the life of Patafijali is full of legends 
and contradictions. 

Literature. — Rajendralala Mitra, Voga Aphorisms, Cal- 
cutta, 1883, Pref. p. Ixviff. ; F. Max Muller, Six Systems 0 / 
Indian Philosophy, London, 1899, pp. 1661., 41^. 
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PATARINI (also Paterini, Patrini, Patharistre, 
Patarelli). — This is the name by which the Cathan, 
□r Albigenses [q.v.), were frequently designated in 
the 13th and 14th centuries, but, after that time, 
it was more vaguely employed to denote heretics 
in general. The etymology of the term has been 
much disputed (see ( 5 . Schmidt, Histoire et doctrine 
ics Cathares, Paris, 1848-49, ii. 278-279). Its 
earliest use, as applied to the Catbari, is perhaps 
that in a canon of the Lateran_ Council of 11(8, 
where it occurs, along with Publicani (g-f/-)! O'® on 
alternative designation for Catbari (C. de Vic and 
J. Vaissette, Hist, gdndrale de Languedoc, Pans, 
1872-90, vi.2 86 ; see also 222). The best authenti- 
jated etymology associates the term with tlie 
Pataria in Milan, a democratic party in tliat 
lity, in the 11th cent., whom their aristocratic 
rii’als contemptuously designated as Paterim, or 

‘ragamuffins’ ; ‘ eisqne paupertatem improperantes 

Paterinos, id est pannosos vocabant (Bonizo, 
in PL cl. 825); cf. ‘les Gueux ’ in the Lp'v 
Countries in the 16th century. Tim _ Poterms 
largely followed the teaching of Anald, 
’anatical denouncer of a married clergy _ in 
>he nth century. As the Cathan also decned 
iiarriage on the part of ecclesiastics, and, pa 3 
m account of their poverty and still more, per- 
laps, from their desire to escape 
n their assemblies for worship, also songlit 
ibscure localities, their defamers naturally avauea 
Jiemselves of these features to transfer to tlicm 
lie epithet which had formerly been ajiphed to rue 
ollowers of Ariald, while the quarter m v 
,hey resided also became known as Pataria, a 
n more recent times as Contrada 

J. Bass Mullinoek. 
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PATETS.— See Creeds and Articles (Parsi), 
Expiation and Atonement (Parsi). 

PATH (of the gods or of the soul). — The word 
‘ path ’ and its synonyms, it is obvious, lend them- 
selves readily to specifically religious and ethical 
applications ; but the most highly developed 
technical employment of this nature is found in the 
literatures of India and of Persia. 

I. India. — In the Rigveda and the Atharvaveda 
the word ‘ path ’ (Skr. jpanthd-, pathi-, path - ; 
adhvan- ; gatu-, and derivatives) has the usual 
literal meanings as applied to ways on earth and to 
the courses of the heavenly bodies either as such 
or as deities, and figurative meanings such as the 
way unto sleep and the path of man’s life. In 
addition, it has two main religious significations : 

(a) the path of the gods, and (b) the path of the 
fathers. 

(a) The path of the gods is the way between the 
world of the gods and the world of men ; it was 
created and is kept in repair by the fire-sacrifice 
with the drinking of the somo-juice, and by the 
devout thought or meditation of the pious wor- 
shippers. Even more definitely, this path or these 
paths (for there is no consistency in the number) 
are said to have been first made by Atharvan, the 
mythical first fire-priest, through his institution 
and practice of the lire-sacrifice, though at other 
times other ancient seers, and the gods Brhaspati, 
Agni, Indra, and Soma, are severally called ‘path- 
makers.’ Agni, the fire, both as physical fire and 
as god of the fire, is termed the ‘ fenower of the 
ways,’ for by them he comes down to earth to the 
sacrifice and kindles the holy fuel, and by them he 
hastens back to heaven to invite the gods to come 
down to earth to the sacrifice, where they may sit 
on the Jenia-grass round the holy fire. With or 
without this formal invitation of Agni, the gods 
(Indra, Varuna, Aryaman, Savitr, Pu^an, Aramati, 
the aiairw, the maruts, the fhhus, etc., are men- 
tioned in this connexion) come down by these paths 
to the sacrifice, where they vicariously, through the 
priest, enjoy the drinking of the soma. Elsewhere 
Agni is spoken of ns bringing to the pds by the 
paths the viands and the soma-drink, or other 
ofierings ; by tliem eitlier the atvins or the eagle 
conveys to Indra the soma ; by them, before the 
sacrifice, the prayers ascend to Agni and Indra ; 
the soma is appealed to, to put them into lit con- 
dition for the ascent of a new song of praise and 
petition. Tliis is the path of amrta, or immortality, 
by which the j-bhas, after drinking the soma, were 
able to attain places among the gods ; it ivas by 
songs, however, that the angirascs built their way 
to immortality. But death is warned to keep 
away from this path that the gods tread. At other 
times as well as at the time of the sacrifice the 
gods come to the earth by these paths, which 
extend from the seat of the highast god, far 
beyond the vision of man ; yet man is thought of 
as wandering along the path of the gods, during 
the sacrifice, thou^i arrival at the abode of the 
gods is felt to be beyond attainment. These ijaths 
are characterized ns bathed in light, straight, 
ancient, dustless, easy to go, thornless, god- 
trodden. . 

(b) The path of the fathers, or pitys (the spirits of 
the ancestors), is the path leading from the world 
of tlie living to the world of the dead. It was 
orir'inally discovered by Yama, the first of men to 
die? and hence is called ‘the path of Yama.’ 
Others followed in his path, and made their way 
to the abode of the dead, so that it is occasionally 
called ‘ the path of the ancient ones.’ This path is 
dark-, fearful, frightful, forward-going, descending; 
Agni, in his manifestation ns the fire which con- 
sumes the corpse, is directed to go this way and 


not upon the god-trodden path. _ As the soul of 
the dead man makes his way to his new abode. Ire 
must pass the ‘ two dogs of Sarama,’ the sun and 
the moon, which are represented now os guarding 
the path and driving away the wolf, and now as 
dangerous obstacles to the passage of the soul. 
Pusan is implored to protect this road. Those 
who_ liave gone this path cannot como back — a 
Vedic idea, uttered before the origin of the belief 
in metempsychosis; but, though they cannot re- 
turn to resume life in this world, still thQ pitj-s may 
return by this path for a brief space to partake of 
the offerings at the sacrifices which are made to 
the souls of the dead. 

The path of the pitfsis not infrequently confused 
with tire path of the gods, and is described as 
made by the ancient seers or by the jnij-s, and 
extending to heaven or to the lofty sky, bringing 
us into association with day and fight, vritli sun 
and moon. 

In the Upanisads there are four different ways 
or paths for the soul after death : (1) the soul 
arrives at its new homo at once after death, with- 
out intervening travel or experiences ; (2) the soul 
returns into the universe ; (3) the soul travels on 
the way of the fathers, through murk and night, in 
the days of the waning moon, to the moon as the 
place of the dead ; (4) the soul goes by the path of 
the gods to the regions of light, whence there is no 
return ; this lost is for those who have earned their 
final release from the trammels of the fleshly body, 
and go to the sun as final abode, nevermore to be 
reincarnated. 

Certain other specialized uses of the word ‘ path ’ 
in the Vedic texts deserve mention. 

(c) The path of the soma-juice. — When the plant 
soma is pressed for the extraction of the juice to be 
used in the ritual, the juice is spoken of as flowing 
through the sieve into the pail by a splendid path, 
or by straightest paths, which it makes for itself, 
dustless, hundredfold or thousandfold; it flows, 
trickles, hastens, or rushes roaring along them ; 
the streams of tlie juice cover the path ns by a 
wagon. The mode of expression is the effect of the 
exaggerated Hindu imagery, tending here ns else- 
where to predicate the most exalted attributes for 
that whicn is being glorified. 

{d) The path of pa, or righteousness, is a term 
which may be applied to an 5 ' path, literal or figura- 
tive, which is not inconsistent with good morality. 
While at times used almost ns we ma 3 ’ use * the 
path of right conduct,’ it is both a vaguer and a 
more inclusive term, sometimes synonj'mous with 
the path of the gods, sometimes with the conduct 
of tlie sacrifice, sometimes with proper behaviour, 
and is used even of the course of the waters which 
Indra released (see below (/)). Bj’ following the 
path of pa man passes unscathed through evil or 
through sorrow and suffering. 

The aryupdnqamdrga (P&li, ariyo atlhahgiko 
maggO), or ‘noble eightfold path,’ of Buddhism is 
a somewhat similar idea to this, and is the way 
pointed out hy Buddha for escape from the misery 
of existence, consisting of right views, right 
thoughts, right words, right actions, right living, 
right exertion, right recollection, right medita- 
tions. 

(c) The path to fortune, to icclfare, to power, to 
the winning of riches, etc., is constantlj* mentioned 
in the Vedas ; and Indra, Vi^nu, Agni, Soma, 
Pusan, Bhagn, the dawn, the asvins, the maruts, 
the fbhus, etc., are implored to prepare it for men, 
or to lead men to it. This jiath is not sharjdj' 
distinguished from the path of fia, nor from the 
path of the gods, but at times they merge into one 
another. 

if) The path of the waters. — Indra is said to have 
slain the dragon or demon which restrained the 
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waters, and then, by bursting open the clouds, or 
the mountains, in which the waters were confined, 
to have set them free to run in their paths over the 
earth. Less often it is Varuna who builds the 
paths by which the waters flow to the sea. The 
myth is, of course, derived from the phenomenon 
of seasonal droughts and rains in India. 

2. Persia. — In the religion of Zoroaster the word 
‘ path ’ (Avestan pantay-, path-, patha-) has much 
the same development as in the Veda. In the 
oldest Zoroastrian texts, the Gathas of the Avesta, 
we find the path of asha {identical etymologically 
with Skr. rta), or righteousness, which is straight, 
profitable, and easily traversable, and leads tlie 
faithful follower of the religion to paradise {garo 
demana, ‘the home of song’). This path is 
revealed to the pious by Ahura Mazdah and his 
archangels; it is spoken of also as the ‘path of 
Vohu Manah’ (‘ good thought,’ one of the Avestan 
archangels), founded by Aliura Mazdah and Asha 
(personified as an archangel), and taught by Asha ; 
it is the path to Asha ; it is the path of the religion, 
or of the right teaching. 

The picture of the journey of the soul upon this 
path is given in some detail in the later writings 
of the religion. 

For three days after death the soul hovers near the body, hub 
on the morning of the fourth day flies away, wafted by a 
fragrant breeze or suffocated by a stinking wind, according to 
his deserts. Presently he is met by a beautiful maiden or by a 
frightful hag, who also typify his previous life and religion. 
He arrives finally at the tribunal of the judges, llithra, Sraosha, 
and Rashnu, and his good deeds are weighed against his bad 
deeds. If the good deeds prevail, he sets out across the bridge 
of the Chinvat, or ‘ divider,’ which passes across the abyss of 
hell to heaven, and he finds the bridge broad and easy to ascend, 
until he arrives in paradise. But the soul whose evil deeds 
outweigh his good deeds finds the bridge growing narrower and 
narrower and more difficult to mount, until he plunges off and 
down into hell for his everlasting punishment. 

3. General. — In other lands there is hardly tlie 
same definite use of specific words in these special- 
ized meanings, though every religion naturally 
has its own version or versions of the way traversed 
by the soul after death ; among the American 
Indians, e.g., the soul is generally represented as 
travelling to the westward, supplied with provi- 
sions, and as reaching the land of his spirit-ancestors 
after passing successfully some obstacle. 

Literatore. — I. The passages of the Rigveda and Atharvaveda 
may be traced by H. Grassmann’s Worterbuch zutn Rig-Veda, 
Leipzig, 1873, and W. D. Whitney’s ‘ Index Verborum to the 
Atharva-Veda,’ in JAOS xii. [1881] (both of which are complete 
word-concordances), under the appropriate words. See also 
R. G. Kent, ‘The Vedio Path of the Gods and the Roman 
Pontifex,’ in Classical Philology, viii. [1913] 318-326 ; and csp. 
H. Oldenberg, Die Lehre der ITpanishaden und die Anfdnge 
des Biiddhismus, Gottingen, 1915, pp. 106 f., 145, 344 f. On the 
' two dogs of Sarama ’ see M. Bloomfield, Cerberus the Dog of 
Hades, Chicago and London, 1905. 

2 . The Gathio passages are i’asna, xxxi. 9, xxxiii. 6 , xxxiv. 

12, .xliii. 3, xlvi. 4, 1. 4, P ”” "■ ’ • 

traced by means of C. B 

Strassburg, 1906, pp. 8 ■ . . 

described, with references to the sources, by A. V. Williams 
Jackson, ‘Die iranische Religion,’ §§ 82-84, in W. Geiger and 
E. Kuhn, Grundriss der iranischen Philologie, do. 1895-1904, ii. 
384 f. 

3 . See E. B. Tylor, PCD, London, 1913, i. 348-350, 359 f.; 
A. L. Kroeber, ‘Indian Myths of South Central California,’ in 
the Univ. of California Publications : American Archceotogy 
and Ethnology, vol. iv. no, 4 [1906-07], p, 217 ; F. G. Speck, 
‘Notes on Chickasaw Ethnology and Folk-Lore,’ in JAFLxx. 

1907] 58. R. G. Kent. 

PATHANS.— -See Afghanistan. 

PATICCA-SAMUPPADA. — Paticca-samup- 
pada (‘causally continuous’ or ‘collective up- 
rising’) is the name of a central doctrine in earfy 
Buddhism and in all Theravada Buddhism. It is 
ilso called the Nidfina (‘ basis ’ or ‘ ground,’ t.e. 
jause) doctrine, or the Paccayakara (‘ related con- 
litions’), and is referred to in the Pali Sutfas as 
^.riya-Naya (‘the noble [or Ariyan=Buddhistl 
nethod or system ’). The first, second, and fourth 


names are canonical, but the third occurs only as 
a (late) title in the third and more recent section, 
the Ahhidhamma-Pitalca. European Indianists 
call the doctrine ‘causal genesis,’ ‘dependent 
orimnation,’ or ‘ theory of the twelve causes.’ 

The doctrine so designated is a formulated series 
of terms (1) expressing the interrelated or mutu- 
ally dependent order obtaining throughout the 
sphere of sentient phenomena in the life of 
creatures, (2) considered from the point of view 
of sentience. In other words, it states that the 
salient features of sentient life reveal an order of 
mutually dependent occurrences, throwing off, ns 
they evolve, an ever-recurring outcrop of painful 
feeling. 

This js the burden of the formula stated and 
applied in detail. But there is also a concise and 
abstract version of the formula, in which the appli- 
cation to sentient phenomena is eliminated, and 
wliicJi is therefore nothing less than a formula of 
causation in general. Sometimes this universal 
statement is prefixed to the fuller formula ; some- 
times it represents it in brief ; once or twice it is 
used independently. It runs : ‘ This being present, 
that becomes (or happens) ; from the arising of 
this, that arises. This being absent, that does not 
become ; from the eessation of this, that ceases.’ 

In the Pali only one and the same demonstrative adjective, 
* this ’ (idam), is used, and not the pair ‘this, tliat ’ (idaig, asti). 
Butthis should not lead tlie reader to see in the formula a set 
of merely identical propositions. Pali diction does not dis- 
tinguish between two terms in our way ; but the context 
invariably shows that there are two terms and not one. 

This abstract version does not occur in either the 
Sutta or the Vinaya Buddha-legend ; nevertheless 
in certain Suttas the Buddha is represented as 
teaching it, and also as calling it Dnamma, and 
Ariyan method {Majjhima, ii. 32 ; Samyutta, 
V. 388 ; Ahguttara, v, 184). It is used in discus- 
sions tvith persons of education, lay and religious, 
but is obviously not suited to the theme of a 
saviour of his fellow-men wrestling in thought how 
to find a way of escape for the world, nor to the 
language of deep religious emotion and romance in 
which that theme is embodied, and through which 
the Mahdpaddna, or ‘ sublime legend,’ appealed 
so widely and powerfully to all sorts and conditions 
of men. 

The applied and expanded formula is also termed 
Dhamma and identified with it (Majjhima, i. 191). 
It constitutes, in fact, an expansion of the second 
and third of the so-called ‘ four Ariyan truths or 
facts ’ put forward in the Buddha’s first sermon, 
and considered as the nucleus of his teaching, viz. 
the truth as to the genesis or cause of ill, and the 
truth as to the cessation or suspension of the 
cause of ill. As expressing a cosmic truth, it was 
considered as valid eternally and from eternity, 
independently of the advent of a TatiuTgata (or 
Buddha), not to mention any action by a deity. 
As a truth that became buried and forgotten for 
ages at a time, under mythologies and theologies, 
the function of a Buddha was to re-discover and 
revive it. , , j , 

‘Whether Tathagatas arise or not, this elemental datum 
(dfiatu) stands os the establishing of things as effec^ ; • • 
the cause of this and that. Concerning this . . . “ Tapsgaw 
becomes enlightened and penetrates it . . . “"d a® 

. . . makes it manifest, and behold ! he saith (here 
the formula in detail). ‘ Thus these stable, constant, iinmntablo 
elements are each called a causal term (pa(icca-samuppaaa) 
{Samyutta, ii. 25. 3 ; cf. Eathavatthn, vi. 2, tr. in Points oj 
Controversy, London, 1915, pp. 187, SS7). . 

Hence this re-discovery plays a great part in the 
Buddha-legend— the creed as to tlie pioee.s.s by 
which each Buddha in turn grasps the pnncipic 
governing the series of terms as a fundamental 
truth of sentient life. , 

Tlie oldest account of the re-discovery of tiie 
causal order in its application to tlie_ facts m 
tient life is probably that contained in the matia- 
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dana of the Digha-Nikdya (ii. 1 ; tr. T. W. and 
A. F. Rhys Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha, 
1). The scene is the shade beneath a tree famed 
ereafter as the Bodhi- (or Bo-) tree (‘ tree of 
lightenment ’). Hither, after years of unsatisfy- 
g study under teachers, and of independent self- 
dieted austerities, equally sterile {Majjhima, 
163-167, 242-249), the Buddha-about-to-be comes, 
t faint and emaciated, hut in restored health, to 
apple, not Avith systems or abstractions, but vrith 
e order and tendency of sentient facts as they 
ipear to him. The fact of ageing, or decay and 
sease, the fact of death insurmountable by any 
ntient being Avhatever in earth or heaven — 
icause inseparable from the essence of life itself — 
id a passionate pity for all sentient life in helpless 
bjugation to their SAA'ay still hold his thoughts : 
'And for this suffering no one knows of any way of escape, 
en from decay and death. O, when shall a way of escape ' 
im this suffering be made known ? . . . 

Ihen to him it occurred: ‘‘AVhat now being present, is 
cay-and-dying also present? Conditioned by what is decay- 
d-dying?" Then to him thinking as to means arose pene- 
ition of insight : " Where birth is present, decay-and-dying 
me to be : decay-and-dying are conditioned by birth” ' (Dto- 
jues, ii. 23 f.). 

The thinker is notv started on the method of his 
rgument, and the exposition of how, by condi- 
oned sequence, sentient life proceeds on its 
Domed career from one birth to another is given 
1 the same terms. The formula for each linked 
;age gives more concise expression than the fuller 
ixt of the legend. It is couched, not in proposi- 
ons, but in a string of qualified terms, as follows : 

' Conditioned-by-birth, decay-death (with its accompaniment 
; pain and sorrow). Conditioned -by -becoming, birth, 
onditioned- by -attachment, becoming. Conditioned - by- 
aturnl desires (or cravings), attachment. Conditioned-by- 
leling, natural desires. Conditioned-by-contact, feeling, 
bnditionod- by -sense, contact. Conditioned- by |- composite 
rganism, sense. Oonditioned-by-oonsoiousness, the oom- 
osite organism.’ 

(This is the formula of ten ‘ bases ' only, and in backward order, 
r the order of re-discovery, as given in this ancient legend or 
reed, the thinker pushing his way from consequent to ante- 
edent.) 

‘Then to the Bodhisat this occurred : “Consciousness turns 
lack from the composite organism ; it goes not beyond it.”’ 

(In other words, we encounter, t'n sentience, no new fact to 
dduce. As a man’s composite organism — mind and body — 
lissolves at death, the resultant consciousness of his last 
ncntal force springs up in a new embryo, human, bestial, 
nfernal, or celestial. And the result of that embryo so in- 
ormed is a composite organism, or nSma-rupa. Hence the 
nutual conditioning of these two terms, as in the case of seed- 
[ruit-seed, egg-hen-egg.) 

‘“Only thus can one be born, grow old, die, fall (from 
ane sphere), spring up (in another), namely, conditioned-by- 
composite organism, consciousness. Conditioned-by-conscious- 
ness, composite organism. Conditioned - by - composite 
organism, sense. Conditioned-by-sense, contact. Conditioned- 
by-contect, feeling. Conditioned-by-feeling, natural desire. 
Conditioned-by-natural-desire, attachment. Conditioned-by- 
attachment, becoming. Conditioned - by - becoming, birth. 
Conditioned-by-birth, decay-and-dying, with sorrow and 
suffering. Such is the coming to be of this entire body of ill.”’ 

“Coming to be 1 coming to be 1 {samudayoy — at that 
thought there arose to the Bodhisat a vision into things not 
called before to mind, and knowledge arose, and insight and 
wisdom and light. Then to him it occurred : “ What now being 
absent, is decay-and-dying also absent ; by the ceasing of what 
does decay-and-dying also cease? ” Then to him thinking as to 
means arose penetration of insight: “AVhere birth is absent, 
actoy-and-dymg is absent; when birth ceases, decay-and- 
dying ceases. . . . Where becoming, etc., . . . [and so on to] 
consciousness ceases.” Then to him this occurred : “ Lo ! I 
fw ^ enlightenment, namely, 

tnatirom the compositeorganism ceasing, consciousness ceases, 
'“d^btsely ; that from the composite organism censing, 
sense ceases. . . . Such is the ceasing of this entire body of ill. 

’’ thought there arose to him a 

nrnfP 1° j .*'^'.'’5® dot called before to mind, and knowledge 
rtiS In’ll wisdom and light. And thereafter he 
fivo d'^'^bmment of the rising andlpassing away of the 

Eroups (of the composite organism). Such is the 
be Rtiol, ^*5® d'bdtal groups, such is their coming to 

cernment Lf 1 ®"' ®®®'dB- And for kim, abiding in that dis- 
was cpt '^dfore his heart, void of attachment, 

life of wrnnJ Intoxicants (of sense-desires, of renewed 
me, of wrong views, of ignorance).’ 

fiOiol't the legend giving the 

context. But it lacks the eleventh and 
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twelfth links, or, taking the formula in its usual or 
mrward or time-order, the first and second links, 
these two complete the traditional or doctrinaire 
presentment of the formula, and appear also in the 
other canonical versions of the legend. These 
occur in the Samyutta-Nilcaya, ii. 6 (or fourth 
Sutta of the Niddna- Sarny utta), where the narra- 
tive is also generalized as experience of all Buddhas, 
and in the Vinaya, Mahdvagga, 1st section (cf. 
Vtnaya Texts [SEE xiii. (ISSl)], i. 73 f.). In the 
latter account the exposition of the doctrine is 
given, not as being re-discovered, but as being 
meditated upon after enlightenment was won, ana 
as constituting, so to speak, the spoils of victory. 
The account as conmared with the other two is 
referred to Gotama Buddha only, and is relatively 
curt, as if, when the rules of tlie order were being 
completely ‘ edited,’ this doctrinally important 
portion was inserted with the other legends pre- 
facing the books of rules, as a memorandum. 
Internal evidence is thus rather against its being 
the oldest version. 

The two links in question, taking the order of 
re-discpvery as in the Sarnyutta narrative, are : 
‘ponditioned-by-consciousness, actions. Condi- 
tioned-by-actions, ignorance.’ These may or may 
not be an addendum for the sake of com- 
pleteness. Theravada exegesis sees in them a 
linking up Avith the previous life or lives of the 
sentient subject, just as, at the other end, the 
next life is outlined by the other tAvo extremes. 
We thus get : 




/■ignorance ... ^ 

( conscious- ( 

actions (trans- S • 

ness ... °. 

mittingre- g.-S. 

to ... be- S.-s-! 

l^sults). w- 

coming. 


decay-and- 
xdJ'ing. 

Thus enlarged and envisaged, the scheme becomes 
more interesting in perspective than if the past and 
future of the three lives had been represented as 
groups of terms identical Avith those of the present 
life. It Avas open to the compilers so to represent 
it. But the table as compiled shoAvs a greater pre- 
occupation Avith the Avorfcing of causation than if 
there had been offered mere repetition. In the 
central group Ave have the Avorking out of the pro- 
cess of sentience, culminating in tiie central links 
— sense, feeling, desire — and representing a_ fresh 
ebullition, a new source of causal force reaching on 
into the next birth. There its resultant is renevved 
sentience, eventually again to be darkened by the 
inevitable disease-decay-death. But the present 
is also itself a resultant — a centre of effects in 
sentience due to causes in the past._ Simplifying 
that past, the compilers presented it in abstract 
as causal only. The causes are generalized as tAvo : 
the limited and imperfect^ knowledge Avhich is 
called ignorance (a-vijjd ) — ignorance of Iioav the 
life of sense-desires makes in the long run for 
dukkha, ‘ ill ’ ; and activities of deed, Avord, and 
thought, conditioned by that ignorance, and con- 
stituting the karma-ioTcea Avhich result in the 
sentient effects of the next [i.e, the present) life._ 

It is very necessary for the reader to keep in 
mind this vicAv of the tivo past-life terms as a 
simplified, abstract aspect. Western critics, 
ignoring the TheraA’ada tradition, have speculated 
on hoAv ‘ignorance’ {i.e. knoAA'ledge of a sort, ]ust 
as cold is, scientifically, heat of a sort) can be the 
primal source (I) of these sentient phenomena. 

‘Icnorance,’ wrote Buddhnghosa, ‘is here ph 9 sen “ 

Btortinc-point for the exposition, not because it is itself cause- 
less ’ (Visuddhi-Mngga, xvii.). 

Another difficulty, met by the commentators, is 
the distinction between ‘becoming’ {bhava) and 
‘birth.’ They explain ‘becoming’ under two 
aspects : (a) Avhen it conditions birth, the (raition 
or results of past actions is meant [Jeammabhava ) ; 
(6) in the phrase, ‘becoming is conditioned by 
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attachment,’ the general result in future life is 
meant (vpapatti-bhava) (of. Aung, Compendium 
of Philosophy, p. 262). Thus ‘grasping leads to 
Decoming,’ i.e. (6) to renewed life (a) through the 
working of action’s results. 

Tlie Theravada tradition has, unlike the Maha- 
yanist schools, consistently kept the Paticca- 
samuppada to the fore in its teaching, and has 
held as authoritative, in exegesis of the doctrine, 
the dissertation contained in Buddhaghosa’s 
Visuddhi-Magga, xvii. Hence a few notes from 
that dissertation are here addei 

Buddhaghosa, whose erudition was huilt upon 
the traditional culture of his age, often refers to 
the doctrine by the post-canonical name bhava- 
chahlca, ‘wheel of becoming.’ He is throughout 
emphatic as to the formula beingno mere enumera- 
tion of a series, but a doctrine of certain states 
conditioning the one the other — in other words, a 
scientific doctrine of causation in sentient pheno- 
mena. There were views current that the formula 
was only a list of happenings [uppadamattam), and 
he insists at length on the full significance of the 
old Sutta~tit\e, paticca, ‘because of,’ ‘on account 
of,’ and samuppddo, as well as on the word paccayd, 
rendered abov’e ‘conditioned by.’ These terms 
expressed a procedure {pavatta) of conditions up- 
rising, contrasting with the views of those who 
denied causation, who advocated chance or irre- 
gular causation (visama-hetu) (on these cf. the 
A dhicca-samuppannika’s [ = ahdrana-samuppan- 
nika, ‘ believers in things arisen without a cause’] 
of Digha-Nihaya, i. 30) or who believed in oi’cr- 
ruling disposers. Paccaya, ‘ condition,’ he defines, 
after the fasliion of medimval commentators, as 
‘paticca etasmd etl ti paccayod Condition means 
‘ on account of, from that, it makes go ’ (pace- is 
pati before ay, the causative of i, ‘ to go ’). Norv, 
he goes on : 

‘The essential feature in “condition” is furtherance [or 
' aid,' vpa-idmiaj.i Thus: is there an}thing the persistence, 
or the arising of which is a furtherance, that thing is a con- 
dition of what is aided. Condition, cause [Aetu], reason 
[idrazia, lit. ‘ causing-to-make ’], basis, ground [niddna], and 
such terras are one in meaning, diverse in form.’ 

The shortened ab.sbract form he does not take into 
account in this chapter, but in his commentaries 
on it, when it occurs, both with and without the 
fuller formula, in the Majjhima and Samyutta- 
Nikdyas, he refers to it as the Paccayakara, or 
method of conditions, namely, that ‘given the 
condition, the fruit (consequent) comes to pass.’ 

Whether the formula in its detailed form and 
the doctrine of causation applied to sentient 
phenomena were entirely and originally Buddhist | 
or were annexed from pre-existing systems is a 
matter of controversy. The difficulty in deciding | 
lies largely in the uncertainty as to which systems, 
as expounded in the earliest records preserved of 
them, are pre-Buddhistic. There are fragments of 
the linked form of exposition, used in the formula, 
surviidng in the aphorisms knoivn as Yoga and 
Sankhya sutras, but, whereas these suiras are 
reputed to be ancient, the compilation of them in 
commentarial works is, as regards the Buddhist 
canon, relatively quite modern. No originality, 
howe^’e^, is claimed either by Buddhists or by 
European exponents for the method — a method i 
wliich may have its roots away back in the j 
primitive folk-lore of our race. In the sutras the 
emphasis on the natural law of cause and eflect 
in sentient phenomena remains practically sterile ; 
it was the work of Buddhism, whether it antici- 
pated or annexed, to render insight into natural 
laws a fruitful religious doctrine. Theories of 
first causes and primum mobile reach back, in 
Indian Vedas, far beyond the date of Thales of the 
Levant. But, if we compare the primitive notions 
1 See art. Eei,.\tio.v [Buddhist). 


of cause itself, anthropomorphically conceived as 
akin to a fiat of ivill, or to a manual efibrt, with 
the earliest Buddhist resolution of cause into 
necessary antecedent conditions, eacli ancillary to a 
‘ fruit,’ or consequent coming to be, if we remember 
that this conception of causation was substituted, 
in the process bringing about sentience, for chance 
or divune fiat, and vieived as natural law which 
man might modify by adapting his actions thereto, 
it may then be that the force of the words, ‘arose a 
vision into tilings not called before to mind,’ may 
cause to arise for the historian of human ideas 
a vision not less interesting. 
liiTEBXTDKE. — Dialogues of the Buddha, tr. T. W. and 

O. A. F. Ehys Davids, London, 1010, il. 2S-61 ; H. C. Warren, 
Buddhism in Translations, Cambridge, Mass., 1900, pp. 163- 
179 : C. A. F. Rhys Davids, Buddhism, London, 1912, cb. iv. ; 
H. Oldenberg, Buddha^, Stuttgart, 1911, div. n. ch. ii., where 
references to controversial literature are riven; L. de la 
VallOe Poussin, Thtorie des douze causes, Ghent, 1913, giving 
Sanskrit and Tibetan literature on the subject ; P. Oltramare, 
La Formule bouddhique des douze causes, Geneva, 1009; 

P. Masson-Oursel, ‘ThOorie bouddhique des douze conditions,' 

EHElxxi. (1015)30(1. Thetwolastnameddonotgivetheview 
of the Therav.ida tradition, followed in this article. That view 
is best set out by S,|Z. Aung, in A Compendium of Philosophy, 
London, 1010, pp. 269-264, note on Paccaya and Pa(icca- 
Samuppada. C. A. F. KhYS DAVIDS. 


PATIENCE. — Patience, the fatriKls tUv i^erwv, 
as Chrysostom calls it, is a distinctly Christian 
virtue. In each of the great religious systems of 
history ive find that •which is related more or less 
closely to it, and a study of these reveals that con- 
tribution to the religious thought of the world 
which must be assigned to Christianity. In 'the 
East patience is near akin to the aviBeta which 
played so prominent a part in the Stoic conception 
of life. It consists of complete indifference to 
circumstance induced hy mental discipline j it 
ignores both pleasure and pain. Later expositions 
of this virtue approximate to that power to endure 
which is indicated in the Latin word palientia, and 
which is prominent in popular and superficial ideM 
of patience. The Yoga system of Patanjali finds 
its modem exponents in the faqtrs who endure 
privations and self-inflicted torture sometimes of 
quite revolting forms. This, it is e'vident, is mere 
passivity {q.v.}, and, -when accepted in order to 
acquire merit, so far from creating nobility of 
character, it has a distinctly selfish aud de^ading 
relation. The Greek idea seems rather indmed to 
theside of courage. In the Thecetetus (177 B) Plato 

speaks of irdpiKus xnroiieivai (‘ patience ’=vvo^vq) 
as the true antithesis to iv&vSpus <pevyeiv. Ims 
is a great advance upon both the dwaSeitt m the 
Stoic and the passivity of the Indian Yogi. 
is not until ive come to Christian teaching that ve 
see hoiv patience can be a positive and ennobling 
force in human life and character. In turning to 
Christian teachers we are met at once witn the 
definition given by Clement of Alexandria (Strom. 
ii. 18), tiriarfiP-V Ififteveritov Kal oCik ip-pevcrloir, ■ 
knowledge of the things which we may bear, pa 
of the things ivhich ive may not hear. 
on Ja quoted by Trench (Synonyms • 

London, 1876, p. 190 f.), comes nearer shll to the 
true Christian conception of the word. He says • 

‘•ywoMO.-d versaturin contemtu bonorum huJM munri. ct in 

. cum grati.irum nctionc . imprimH 

writatis, ut neutro modo 

.. ., rtimpediriquominuaopussaarocc 

It is in this ‘constantia fidei et 
we come upon the germinal truth 
developed in the thought of the Chnstin . 
as to result in that fuller connotation of patience 
which is our heritage. There are two ideas w 1 icu 
go to make up the complete ’ Hfnl 

markedly, they are both shoim “ jn 

Greek name for the virtue, TroMorij j, 

its two component parts the submission 
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accepts the will of God and the waiting which rests 
upon both faith and hope. As against the indiffer- 
ence of the Stoics, the NT lays stress upon hope 
(g.u.) as the quality of true patience. St. Paul 
speaks of a patience which through the medium of 
' experience’ or ‘ probation ’ (SoKt/iiJ) issues in hope 
(Ro 5* T] Si inro/iovi] SoKifiijv, rj Si 0OKi/iij OarlSa). But 
perhaps the most striking passage in this con- 
nexion is that which we find in 1 Th 1®, where St. 
Paul speaks of hope as the characteristic quality 
(for this is the true interpretation of the genitive) 
of patience, nvrjixoveSovTes vTofiovyjs -rijs eXn-foos. 
As against the mere passivity of the Hindu, on the 
other hand, St. Paul places ‘ steady persistence in 
a life-work of good’ (Sanday and Headlam, on 
icaO’ iiro/jLofijy ipyov iyaOoO, Ro 2^ [The Epistle to the 
Romani, ICG, Edinburgh, 1902, p. 53]), and the 
element of hope or expectation is supplied in SS^ap 
Kal TifiTjP Kal dtj>0apffCav fijToOiri of the same passage. 
For endurance may be dogged, peevish, or cynical ; 
it will in such case fail to be formative of Christian 
character. It even becomes destructive by the 
familiar law which says ‘ corruptio optimi pessima.’ 
But Christian patience is both positive and effective 
of good in character, for it is by patience that man 
wins his life (Lk 21“). 

There is no true patience apart from that sub- 
mission of spirit which gladly accepts the will of 
God, and which waits on in sure and certain hope 
that life ‘means intensely and means good.’ 

It is a travesty of Patience that describes her as 
‘ sitting on a monument smiling at grief.’ She is 
found in no selfish isolation ; there is no artificiality 
of joy upon her face. She comes down into all the 
pain and sorrow of life ; she looks with steadfast 
eyes at all the hideousness of evil ; but she is 
strong, for she rests upon the unfailing love of a 
divine Person. It is when the love of God comes 
into human courage and endurance that His life 
becomes a partof our human experience, and human 
pain becomes illumined and beautified as it throws 
into relief the ‘far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.’ The type of such patience was 
found in our Lord Himself (2 Th 3®), and it is 
through such patience that man is ‘ made perfect 
by the things which he suffers.’ 

Literature. — There is no special work on the subject, but 
references abound in homiletioal literature, such as John 
Smith, Select Discourses*, Cambridge, 1859, p. 420f. ; J. T. 
Jacob, Christ the Indweller, London, 1902, ch. xi. See also 
J. McCosh, The Emotions, London, 1S80, p. 181 ; and H. F. 
Amiel, Journal, Eng. tr., do. 1889, p. 110. 

W. W. Holdsworth. 

PATIMOKKHA.— This is the name for a col- 
lection of 227 rules to be observed by members of 
the Buddhist order of mendicants. A few of them 
relate to matters that may, in a sense, be called 
ethical. But the rules themselves are not at all 
ethical. They determine only what steps are to 
be taken in each case by the order ; and the cases 
are matters of the restrictions as to dress, food, 
clothing, medicine, etiquette, manners, and so on, 
to be observed by the members. In four cases out 
of the 227 the punishment, if it can be called pim- 
ishment, is exclusion from the order. In all the 
other cases it is merely suspension for a period of 
time. 

There had been other orders before the Buddhist 
order was founded, and no doubt some of the rules 
were based upon rules already existing in those. 
There is nothing exclusively Buddhist about any 
one of them. On the other hand, each of the differ- 
ent orders had, no doubt, some rules which the 
others had not. It would bo very interesting if we 
could ascertain whether any, and if so which, of 
the 227 rules were followed by the Buddhist order 
alone. But this is not yet possible. _ The Jain 
order is older ; but the rules dbsem’ed in it before 
the Buddha’s time, even if they are still extant. 


are not published. "We have also a few rules laid 
douTi in the pnestly law-books os obligatory on 
Brahman mendicants [bhikkhns). These are, hov, 
ever, extant only in law-books centuries later than 
the period in question. And, though the rules 
were probably in force before the date of the law 
books, it is not possible to say whether or not they 
were valid in the Buddha’s time. Such evidence 
as is available tends to show that they were not.’ 
And it is most probable that the particular rules in 
question were meant to be supplied to individuals 
as such, not to members ol an order or community. 
The very fact of the small number of rules that it 
was considered advisable to record shows how slight 
was the importance attached by the compilers of 
these law manuals to the matter of the organization 
of a religious order. 

In the absence of detailed knowledge of the rules 
of other previously existing Indian orders, European 
writers have so far assumed a similaritj' between 
the Buddhist order and the European orders more 
familiar to them that they have applied to the 
Buddhist community the technical terms in use 
in Europe. Tiiese organizations are really very 
different — as diflerent, in fact, as any two such 
orders could possibly be. To give a few instances 
only ; the Buddhist order in India had no monas- 
teries, no establishments hidden behind walls and 
inaccessible to the public, presided over by an abbot 
or superior; there was no hierarchy at aU, no 
authority to which the members of the order had 
to submit, no power in any one member of the 
order over any other member, and no vow of obedi- 
ence; at meetings of the chapter the senior member 
present, reckoning not by age but by the date on 
which he had been admitted into the order, took 
the chair ; the decisions were by vote of the major- 
ity, and the votes of all members, whatever their 
seniority, were equal ; no member of the order was 
a priest who could in any way intervene between 
any god and any man, or oiler any sacrifice, or 
declare any forgiveness of sin, or give absolution ; 
no one of the 227 rules inculcates any creed or 
dogma or demands any sort of belief ; any member 
of the order could give up his association with it 
whenever he liked ; there is a special set of rules 
regulating the manner in which he could do so,® but 
he could also leave the order, withoutany formality, 
simply by putting on a layman’s dress;® thi.s was 
no empty form of words, it was (and is) constantly 
done. To translate the word bhxkkhtt by ‘priest’ 
or ‘ monk’ is therefore a suggcsiio falsi in respect 
of one or more of these matters, all of them of the 
first importance. The word means, literally, mci'- 
dicant, but not mendicant in our sense of tlie word. 
With us tile word is associated witli the false pre- 
tences, the lies, and the tricker}’ habitually used by 
mendicants to trade upon the sentimentality of the 
kind-hearted. And, while there doubtless have 
been periods when some members of the order may 
have laid themselves open to some such imputation, 
yet to charge all the members, at all times, with 
mendicancy is neither fair nor correct. Quite a 
number of the rules of the Patimokkha are especi- 
ally designed to prevent even the very appearance 
of evil in this respect. 

A further misconception should here be noticed. 
The rules of the Patimokkha are not a list of sins. 
No such conception ns that of the European notion 
of sin enters even reniotelj^ into the Buddhist view 
of life. The rules of the Patimokkha are mainly 
economic; they regulate the behaviour of mernbets 
of an order to one another in respect of clotlies, 
dwellings, furniture, etc., held in common. Tliey 

1 The evidence is collected in Rhys Davids, Dialogues of the 
Buddha, 1. 212-220. 

-Sutta nihaftpa (Fin. ill.), i. 8. 211. 

- E.g., TtJsnya Texts , !. 275. 
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were originally established in accordance with the 
customs of the time. As the customs changed, or 
as convenience dictated, the rules were changed. 
A number of such changes even in the very earliest 
time liave been pointed out in the introductions to 
H. Oldenberg’s edition of the Vinaya, and to his 
and the present writer’s translation of the Vinaya 
Texts. These changes have also gone on in later 
times, until to-day a large majority of the rules 
have become obsolete. Notwithstanding this, the 
227 nrles have been recited every fortnight by the 
followers of the ancient tradition from the Buddha’s 
time until to-da^. The institution of this cere- 
mony is recorded in the Sntta Vibhaiiga.^ 

There had been observed from ancient times a 
festival on new and full moon days. The orders 
older than the rise of Buddhism had kept up this 
observance, _ utilizing the recurring sacred days for 
the exposition of their doctrines. The early Bud- 
dhists followed this precedent ; and once in every 
fortnight on the sacred day, called the uposatha day, 
the order met in its various districts in chapter, and 
all the rules were recited. There has been consider- 
able difference of opinion as to the exact date of the 
month on which this ceremony should be held. 
The Buddhists have disputed on the point as fre- 
quently (though without violence) as Christians 
have on the date of Easter. And they still differ. 
There is, indeed, a certain ambiguity in the oldest 
wording of the rule on the point and we know too 
little about the actual practice as followed in India 
in the early days of Buddhism to be able to reach 
a conclusion as to which of the later schools was 
right in its contention. 

The word patimolckha occurs in one of the rules 
— the 73rd pdchittiya — and also in the introductory 
phrase to be used at the monthly recitation of the 
rules.^ It would seem, tlierefore, to be older than 
the rules themselves. The manner in which the 
word is used in the old passage first enjoining the 
recitation of it upon the bhikkhus* confirms this 
supposition. We need not, therefore, be surprised 
to find that the early Buddhists ascribed the insti- 
tution, not of the uposatha ceremony, but of the 
Patimolckha itself, to a date long antecedent to 
that of tlie Buddha.® If that be correct, the word 
pdtiinokkha must have been current in Kosala 
when Buddhism arose, and, to be more exact, no 
doubt among the members of the previous orders. 
What it means exactly and what is its derivation 
are both uncertain. The Old Commentary (on 
which see below) explains it as follows : 

Patimokkham. This is the beginning, it is the face {mukhanif. 
It Is tile principal (pamukham) of good qualities. Therefore It 
is called Patimokkham. 

This as a piece of edifying exegesis is to the 
point, and it has the advantage of that sort of pun 
fasliionable in ancient folklore and exegesis. India 
can claim no monopoly in this department of primi- 
tive literary art. Some fine specimens of it might 
be culled from the classic and sacred books most 
admired in Europe. It was supremely indifferent 
to accuracy. And to take it au grand siricux as 
scientific etymology is not only to miss the point, 
but to forget the somewhat important fact that 
scientific etymology was not yet born. When the 
Buddhists, centuries afterwards, began to write in 
Sanskrit, they (evidently not understanding the 
w'ord) Sanskritized it by prdtimoksa,^ apparently 
supposing tliat it had something to do with moksa 
<(c.v.). This is of course impossible. To have com- 
plied with the economic regulations of an order is a 

1 In bk. U. the Uposatha Khandaka, tr. in Ehys Davids and 
IH. OUIenberg, Vinaya Texts, i. 239 ff. 

S Cl. rill. i. 102 with lOi. 3 See Vinaya Texts, 1 . 1. 

•* (Tji. i. 102, tr. in Vinaya Texts, i. 241 1. 

5 Dlyha, ii. 4B-49. The verse there given, containing the 
n^’ord pdtimokkha, is included in the Phaminapada anthology 
as verse 185. 

6 See, e.y., MahSvastn, iii. 51. 17. 


very different thing from having attained to the 
mental state deemed, in that order, to be ide^. 
Moksa would mean from the Buddhist point of 
view the latter, not the former. In Buddhism at 
least, though it did not use the technical term inoitsa, 
the regulations of the Pdtimokkha were quite sub- 
sidiary. A man might have observed them all his 
life, and yet not have even entered upon the first 
stage of the path towards ar«/tan<-ship or nirvana 
(the Buddhist moksa).^ In some one of the pre- 
Buddhistic orders pdtimokkha may possibly have 
had some such sense — ‘disburdenment,’ e.g., or 
‘repudiation,’® or ‘obligation.’® In the Buddhist 
canon pdtimokkha is used, quite frankly and 
simply, in the sense of ‘code’ — code of rules for 
members of their order; thus in the constantly 
repeated phrase Pdtimokkha - samvara - samvuto, 
‘ restrained according to the restraint of the code’ ;* 
or, again, in ubhaydni Pdtimokkhdni, ‘both the 
codes’ (the one for men, the other for women).® 

The Pdtimokkha is not one of the books in tlie 
Buddhist canon. This is not because it is later, 
but because it is older, than the canon. And 
every word of it, though not as a continuous book, 
is contained in the canon, in the book entitled 
Sutta Vibhahga, ‘Exposition of the Suttas’ (tlie 
word ‘ Suttas ’ meaning, in this title, the 227_ rules 
above referred to). P’irst there was the code itself, 
handed down by memory. Then there arose a 
word-for-word commentary on each of the 227 
mles ; we call this the Old Commentary. Then 
both these were encased in a new commentary 
witii supplementary chapters. It is this third 
edition, so to speak, that we have in the extant 
canon.® 

It is in the supplementary chapters that we find 
evidence of those changes referred to above. One 
is of especial importance for the question of the 
Pdtimokkha. The rules are arranged in seven 
sections corresponding very roughly to the degree 
of weight attached to their observance. At the 
end of each section, on the uposatha day, at the 
time of recitation, the reciter goes on : 

•Venerable sirs, the ninety-two rules (here comes the name 
of the rules in the particular section] have been recitea. In 
respect of them I ask the venerable ones, " Are you pure in 
this matter?” A second time I ask, “ Are you pure in tms 
matter ? " A third time I ask, “Are you pure m Uue matter? 
[There follows an interval of time.] , j .v, , 

‘The venerable ones are pure herein. Therclore do tney 
keep silence. Thus I understand.'? 

It is evident that the original intention was that 
any brother who had been guilty of a breach of 
any of the regulations laid down in the section 
recited— e.g., that the legs of his chair or bed had 
exceeded eight inches in height (pdchittiyaSl), or 
that he had left his chair or stool lying about m 
a hut occupied in common {pdchittiya 15 )—siionia 
then and there acknowledge that he bad broken 
the regulation in that respect. 

But in one of the supplementary chapters (tne 
KhandalcasV it is expressly laid dov-n that this 
shall not be done. The brother who feels lumsell 
guilty shall acknowledge the fact heforehanm 
And, if he recollects only on the uposatha any 
itself that he has broken a rule, still he is to go 
(we are informed in another chapter, the uposa 
KhandakaV to a fellow-member and say : 1 

committed, friend, such and such an office , i 
confess that offence.’ Let the other say : Lo J 

1 See the passages collected by Rhys Davids, Dialogwt oJ^ 

2 See 6lde”nbe^, RuddAflC, Berlin, pl 4 , p. 331. , 

« - tvnrka. means * to Dina on. 


D Anmutarafii, a ; ci. » 17*. j. - j 

6 See the masterly discussion of this historj b> Olaenberg’ 

the introd. to his ed. of the text. ^ 1 r f 

7 Rhys Davids and Oldenbeiy, Vinaya TexU, i^f. 
s Chullacagga, iz. 2 ; tr. in Vinaya Texts, iiu 300. 

9 16. i. 282. 
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see it ? ’ ‘ Yes, I see it.’ ‘ Refrain from it in 
future.’ * 

The members discovered, no doubt, that any such 
interruption of the proceedings as was involved in 
a confession at the meeting was inconvenient ; 
that it distracted the attention of the other 
members from the main object of the recitation ; 
and that it might lead, if several such cases arose, 
to a very serious prolongation of the formal meet- 
ing of the chapter. So the practice was changed. 
The offending member had to ‘ disburden ’ his con- 
science before the ceremony took place. And in 
any case the recitation of the PdtimoJckha was 
never interrupted in any way. This is still the 
case in Ceylon and Burma. But the old formula, 
appealing to the members present to speak, is still 
part of the recitation. 

The subsequent histoiy of the PdtimoJckha in 
India is very obscure. It is probable that it was 
preserved and recited regularly by all the differing 
early schools of Buddhism. Afterwards, when, 
some six or seven centuries after the birth of the 
Buddha, there arose Buddhists who abandoned the 
use of Pali, and adopted Sanskrit, it is probable 
that they abandonee! also the use of the Pdti- 
mokkJia. But we do not really know. It is not 
used, so far as we have any evidence, by any of the 
numerous sects in China or Japan who follow the 
doctrines of one or the other of these later Indian 
schools. The fragmentary remarks of Burnonf^ 
are sufficient only to point out the lines on which 
a future investigation of this problem may be 
made. 

Litbrature. — E. Burnouf, Introd. <l I'hiat. du Bouddhisme 
indien, Paris, 1844 ; H. Oldeaberg:, The Vinaya Pifaia, 6 vola., 
London, lS7i>-83; T. W. Rnys Davids and H. Oldenberg, 
yinaya Texts, 8 vols. {SDE), Oxford 1831-85; T. W. Rhys 
Davids, Dialogues of the Btiddha (,SBB), do. 1889-1010 ; Dlgha 
JXikdya, od. T. W. Ehys Davids and J. E. Carpenter (PI’S), 
do. 1800-1913; Dhamiiiapada, ed. Suriyagoda Thera (PTS), 
do. 1014; Jlafidsosfit, cd. K. Senart, Pari^ 1833-07. 

T. ^V. Rhys Davids. 

PATNA (PATALIPUTRA) — Patna is the 
capital of the modem province of Bihar, the 
ancient Magadha (g.v.), in Gangetic India, and 
stands on the right bank of the Ganges in lat. 25° 
26' N., long. 86° 21' E. It owes its historical and 
religious importance chiefly to the fact that it was 
the capital of A^oka, the first emperor of India, 
and the great propagator of Buddhism in 273-232 
B.C. (see ASoka). It was at that time known as 
Pfitaliputta, the source of the Greek corrupt form 
Pali-bothra, as it was named in the records of 
Megasthenes, the Greek ambassador of Alexander’s 
successor, Seleucus Nikator, to the court of Aioka’s 
grandfather Chandragupta, the Sandrakottos of 
the Greeks.® It was only in process of being built 
in the last year of Buddha’s life (c. 482 B.C.), accord- 
ing to an incidental reference in the itinerary of 
Buddha’s last journey in the Buddhist canon. The 
city continued to be the capital under the same 
name during the greater part of the reign of the 
imperial Gupta dynasty from the 4th to the 6th 
century A.D. 

The traditional etymology of the name from the 
A^okan pei'iod onwards is the rather fanciful one 
of ‘ the son of the pdtali-trtse,’ i.c. ‘ the trumpet- 
flower tree ’ (Bignonia suavcolcns) ; and a legend 

1 He Is to snuat on his heels over against the bhikkhu to 
whom he Is confessing. Now, ' in front of," over ngainst’ would 
in post-Buddhislio Sanskrit bo pati-mukha. If this wortl could 
be traced in pre-Buddhistic times, it would be possible to 
suggest a derivation of pdlimokkha (from this practice) in the 
sense of ‘confession.’ viz. that which pertains to crouching In 
front of another bhikkhu (cf. upanifad, that which pertains 
to sitting down towards, hence ‘n secret doctrine’). 

S /nfrodueffon, p. SOOff. 

3 The identity of Sandrakottos with Chandragupta was first 
shown by W. Jones (.Ismtidi: Besrarehes, iv. ll7s'S) 11); and 
Wilford noticed that the form used by Atbenaius was even 
closer, namely Sandmkoplus (if), v. (1790) 2G2). The Andro- 
kottus of Plutarch is the same person. 


therewith states that there was on the site a tree 
of that species sacred to a goddess. No special 
sacred_ character now attaches to this shrub. In 
the opinion of the present writer, tlie name prob- 
ably meant ‘son of Patala,’ a famous ancient sea- 

ort near the mouth of the Indus from which the 

ulk of Alexander’s troops sailed on tlieir return 
journey from India. This presumes that a colony 
of Aryans from Patala settled in this part of 
Gangetic India and transferred to their new port 
the cherished name of the far-distant old one. 
There is considerable evidence in support of this 
conjecture which cannot be detailed here. It was 
also called ‘the city of flowers’ (Kusum-puri and 
Pushpa). The modern name Patna is the English 
form of the vernacular Patana, ‘a city,’ in the 
sense of ‘ t/te city,’ or capital. 

So magnificent were the buildings of the ancient 
city in Cyclopean carved stones that the early 
traditions ascribed its erection to giants. These 
traditions are recorded by the Chinese Buddhist 
pilgrims, Fa-Hian and Hiuen Tsiang, who visited 
the city and its monuments in the 5th and 7th 
centuries A.D.* The city was also known in the 
1st cent. B.C., for Diodorus Siculus says : 

‘Hercules was the founder of no small number of cities, tho 
most renowned and greatest of which ho called Palibothra' 
(Hist. ii. 30). 

But after the 7th cent. A.D. the site of this 
famous city was so completely forgotten that, when, 
towards the end of the 18th cent., European in- 
quirers began to try to unearth the past history 
of India, none of the learned Brahmans could give 
any clue to its whereabouts. The geographical 
details in tho accounts of the Chinese pilgrims’ 
routes clearly showed that the lost city must have 
been situated at or near the modern Patna, When 
the staff of the Government Arcliieological Survey 
were dejiutod to search for it, thej' reported : 

* Modern Patna consequently does not stand on tho site of old 
Pitalinutm, but very close to it, the old city having occupied 
what IS now the bed of the Ganges. ... All or almost all traces 
of the ancient city must long since hare been stcept away by the 
Ganges.'^ 

This continued to be the opinion of local British 
officials at Patna until 1892. In that year the 
present writer, impressed with the importance of 
recovering the lost site for early Indian history 
and especially for Buddhism, of which this city was 
tho greatest stronghold, took advantage of a short 
visit to Patna to explore that neighbourhood, with 
the Chinese pilgrims ’ narratives in hand ns a guide. 
As a result he found that not only was the ancient 
site not washed away, but most of the leading 
landmarks of Asoka’s palaces, monasteries, and 
other monuments remained so obvious that they 
could be located ivithout much difliculty, and 
several pieces of ASokan sculptures were found on 
the surface. Exploratory incisions then reve.alcd 
the presence of several of the well-known ASokan 
monoliths, and also one of the huge sculptured 
stones which had excited the admiration of the 
Greeks and early Cliinese visitors, in the form 
of a colossal capital in quasi-PersepoIitan stjde, 
which proved to be one of the earliest sculptures 
yet found in India.® But this and the other 
remains were so deeply overlaid by the alluvial 
dejiosits of the Ganges valle 3 ' that they were all 
buried to the extent of 14 ft. or more beneath the 
surface, rendering excavation impossible on the 

1 Becords of Buddhistic Kingdoms (Fn-Hian), cd. J. I.e?Ke. 
Oxford, 18S0, p. 77 f. ; S. Beal, Si-yu-ki, London, 1SS4, 1. p. Iv f. 
(Fa-Hian), ii. 83 f. (Hiuen ’Tsianc:); T. Wnllcra, On i'uan 
Chtcang's Travels in India, do. lOOl-bs, ii. 87-109. 

3 Arch. Surrey of India V.rftori, viii. (1878] 24. 

3 A ‘Persian’ or Pcrsepolitan inlluence was remarked over 
half a ccnlury Ofro by James Kenrusson, by A. Oriinwcricl in 
1803 IBuddhistische Kunst in Indien. Berlin, 1S03, itp. 14-17), 
and by James Kennedy in ISOS {.fJl.iS, ISl*®, p. ‘JSif.), a> 
noticeable in the details of the capitals of tlic A4oU.an pillars r.nd 
in small pilasters of the same nee found in several parts of Indi-a. 
Another fine Persepolitan capital was found at Benares in 1014. 
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score of expense. Through the enlightened liber- 
ality of Mr. Tata, a Parsi merchant, the Indian 
Government has been able to undertake during 
the past three years systematic excavation of the 
sites thus indicated, and D. B. Spooner of the 
Archffiological Survey has already recovered struc- 
tural remains of stone buildings on a vast scale. 
One of these is a replica of the throne-room of 
Darius Hystaspes, the celebrated ‘ Hall of a 
Hundred Columns ’ at Persepolis. 

The discovery of the existence of such intimate 
Persian art -influence at the heart of Aioka’s 
empire, confirming the evidence of the colossal 
capital cited above, is of great importance, as 
indicating unsuspected sources for Indian civiliza- 
tion and to some extent for Buddhism. Por Aioka 
was the greatest propagator of Buddhism, without 
whose active pati’onage that religion probably 
would not have survived. Before Anoka’s time 
there is no independent evidence for the existence 
of Buddhism. Adopting that faith himself, he 
made it the State religion of his empire, and he 
zealously lavished all the resources and wealth of 
his_ vast empire in building and endowing monas- 
teries and covering the countries with monuments 
to mark sites alleged to have been visited by Biiddha, 
or containing relics ; these visible traces of Sakya- 
muni were distributed by Aioka over India within 
great towers. Pataliputra was the centre of all 
Aioka’s active religious propaganda; here was 
held the so-called ‘ Third Buddliist Council ’ during 
Anoka’s reign, and from here that ardent emperor 
sent swarms of Buddhist missionaries all over India 
and beyond its frontiers to propagate the new faith 
of his adoption. There is a presumption that 
Anoka’s Buddhism was more developed than that 
of Buddha’s day, while it differs in many important 
essentials from that of the Buddhist Pali canon, 
the earliest book of which was not compiled, as the 
present writer has shown, before the 2nd cent. B.c.^ 
It is significant, therefore, to find the presence of 
Persian influence at Aioka’s headquarters in such 
unsuspected strength. 

On the strength of that great building of Aiokan 
age which is virtually a replica of the famous Per- 
sepolitan palace-hall, Spooner propounds the theory 
that the authors, who were presumably of Aioka^ 
dTOasty, were really Persian or Parsi in nation- 
ality and Zoroastrian in religion ; and he proposes 
to call the era of the Mauryas (Anoka’s dynastic 
title) the ‘Zoroastrian’ period of Indian history. 
In support of this hypothesis he recalls the con- 
jecture of Biihler that, although no monumental 
evidence has been found to substantiate the claim 
of Darius Hystaspes to suzerainty over India, it is 
not impossible that the northern script used by 
A^oka in his northern edicts was introduced by the 
Syrian clerks of that Aelneraenian conqueror. F. 
W. Thomas has also shown that the Mathura lion- 
sculpture requires for its interpretation a reference 
to the facade on Darius’s tomb. J. Marshall, the 
present director of the Indian Archteological Sur- 
vey, finds from the excavations at Benares that 
Asoka presumably employed Grseco-Persian masons 
there. And Darius made use of rooks and pillars 
for ethico - religious inscriptions some centuries 
before A^oka. Spooner disbelieves in any _ Greek 
influence having contributed to the Indian civiliza- 
tion of the early Mauryan period ; for, had it been 
operative in Chandragupta’s reign, it would doubt- 
less have been referred to, he thinks, by Megas- 
thenes the ambassador, who described the customs 
at Patna as if they had nothing in common with 
the Grecian. For Chandragupte the e_vidence,_ he 
thinks, points to Persia only. It_ will require, 
however, further new and more positive material- 
proofs l)efore this theory can be definitely accepted ; 

1 Asiatic Iteview, new ser., vii. CIWSJ S39I. 


and doubtless fresh evidence and inscriptions will 
be forthcoming from the excavations now in pro- 
gress. Darius’s claim to the possession of ‘ India ’ 
as a ‘ province ’ has never been regarded as imply- 
ing more than the temporary possession probably 
of the Indus valley only, of which even there is no 
inseriptional evidence. 

Pataliputra was also a Jain centre in the days 
of .^oka, who is claimed by the Jains as one of 
their patrons. While Buddhism has been extinct 
there for over six centuries. Jainism is still active, 
and in one of the picturesque many-turreted white- 
washed temples of that cult the inscription dated 
in the year corresponding to 1848 of our era was 
discovered by the present writer in which was 
preserved the ancient name in the form of Pa^i- 
pura, ‘ the city of Patali.’ 

Ln^RATCRE. — D. B. Spooner, ‘The Zoroastrian Period of 
Indian History,’ J'JiAS, 1916, pp. 63 f., 405 f. ; L. A. Waddell, 
Discovery of the Lost Site of Pataliputra, the Palibolhra of the 
Greeks, Calcutta, 1S92, Deport on the Excavations of Pataliputra 
(Patna), do. 1903. The other references are given in the foot- 
notes. L. A. Waddell. 

PATRIOTISM. — Patriotism is the sentiment 
in which consciousness of nationality normally 
expresses itself. The qualification of the word 
‘ normally ’ is required ; it sometimes happens that 
a person is conscious of himself as belonging to a 
nation against his will. This is shown by the 
absence of any desire in him either to identify 
himself with the life of his countrymen or to bring 
their life into accordance with his ideals. Patriot- 
ism may be shown in either of these desires. A 
man may complain much of his people, but show 
his unity with them by labouring to improve them ; 
it is never, indeed, so much by indiscriminate 
admiration as by unfailing attachment that the 
genuine patriot may be known. Persons, how- 
ever, who are unwilling to be nationally what they 
know they are, w'ho have a clear consciousness of 
nationality without a set of the wiU to develop it 
further, who may, indeed, be called anti-patriots, 
are obviously abnormal. They are abnormal, 
because the development of national consciousness 
takes place by means of just that set of the will to 
identify self wdth the national life the absence of 
w'hich is the mark of the anti-patriot. It pay 
happen that there are, or have been in the nation’s 
history, circumstances favourable to the develop- 
ment of this self-contradictory type._ It goes with 
the cultivation of the servile will in the weaker 
members of a subjugated or struggling nation. 
One of its most repulsive manifestations is the 
attitude of snobbery, as tow’ards the race-type of 
the dominant foreign State, with which every class 
of such a nation may become infected. Anti- 
patriotism thus defined must, of course, be_ dis- 
tinguished from the mere absence of national 
sentiment in undeveloped members of the nation, 
and still more from opposition to it in alien persons 
associated with the community politically or 
wise. Every nation, whether prosperous or the 
reverse, has many of the two last types within its 

borders. . , , c j 

Patriotism, then, may be precisely defaneU as 
consciousness of nationality together with the wu 
to realize such nationality further. It m essen- 
tially an active force in a man’s mind, whether it 
spends itself on the development of thoughts, feel- 
ings, or deeds. Each man’s individuality m thw 
respect colours his character as patriot. Moreover, 
the racial type of each nation colours the prevaumg 
type of patriotism in her children. All patnots are 
idealists, imaginative, sentimental, and practical 
more or less, but many are charactcnzcd by one 
or other of these qualities in dominance over t it 
other two. Racial character with its average 
tendencies is here involved. The Latin races an. 
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more imaginative, the German more sentimental ; 
and perhaps the truest thing to say about that 
mixed European race, often erroneously called 
Anglo-Saxon, which attains to its maximum of 
mixture in the United States, is that, not being 
conspicuously imaginative or conspicuously senti- 
mental in its patriotism, it is extraordinarily 
successful in resizing its type and extending its 
borders as a matter of fact. It may be that the 
strongest kind of capacity for acting together is 
apt to be developed ns a national- qualitj' side by 
side -Nvith a habit of subordinating individual 
imagination and sentiment to executive needs so 
energetically as to check the growth of romantic 
atriotism. The very practical man pretends to 
imself — at least in quiet prosperous times — that 
it is absurd. This pose, however, used to be more 
common than it is tb-day. 

Since patriotism is the normal expression of 
nationality, its analysis is, for the most part, con- 
tained in the analysis of nationality already set 
forth (above, p. 191 ft'.). A nation is a community 
of persons profoundly conscious of organic unity 
and bent on the preservation of that unity. It 
becomes a self-conscious nation — a nation in the 
more perfect sense — when it is also bent on the 
preservation and development of its own type. 
Throughout, but especially in the later stage, the 
association of the race with the land plays a large 
part in the consciousness of nationality. Attach- 
ment to the home-land and attachment to the 
home-race are a twin birth and grow together, 
however they may differ in strength. The beauty 
of the home-land, its sweet familiarity, its historic 
associations, its glamour and indefinable cbarm, 
supply natural images in which the opening mind 
enshnnes its vague generalized instincts of racial 
attachment. The home-land is the concrete thing 
chosen in the natural course as symbol of that 
dimly conceived ideal, the home-race, a nation. 
So patriotic songs are sung and patriotic speeches 
made to the father-land or mother-land as fancy 
chooses, or — tenderest of all, and with deeper 
truth, as in the passionate love-song of Irish penal 
times — to the dear young girl, oppressed it may be 
but ever fair, the immortal sweetheart of the race. 
It is an interesting point, worthy of some note, 
that, whereas all lands have something of this 
influence upon their people, in some it has played 
a much larger part than in others. Probably the 
most favourable combination is a land of soft and 
varied natural beauty, in which an early settle- 
ment has been made by a race of accurate observa- 
tion, lively imagination, and literary gift. Such a 
land, so inhabited, becomes clothed over and over 
with story and legend at every point ; historical 
tradition clings with the persistence of truth and 
good memory to different ^aces ; the race is aware 
of itself and of its history localized in detail.^ _ All 
new settlers who come after inherit the tradition ; 
it has them in a solution out of which crystallizes 
a nation passionately attached to its land. 

Three grades of national life have been distin- 
guished (see Nationality), and each is reflected 
in the kind of patriotism corresponding to it. The 
complexity of a modern society is heightened by 
the co-existence in it of patriots in every grade. 
The national life ns a whole may be lived oy those 
in the highest grade, consciously set on the realiza- 
tion of their own ideals in the minds and characters 
of all its members ; yet there will be found among 
these members many whose national sense_ is of 
the crudest primitive type. Thus we have, in the 
first place, the quiet, patient, unreflective worker, 
who takes his world as he finds it, ‘ is no politician,’ 
but clings to his oim people and his own country 
as against all foreigners and the allurements of 
other climes. The force of this instinctive adhe- 


sion to our own is, in almost all of us, tremendous ; 
it is perhaps the chief element in the patriotism of 
most. Next to the mere instinctive, we have the 
crude political patriot: he is conscious of his 
nation chiefly as a political State among other 
States, each State being conceived as a group of 
persons bound to stand loyally by one another in 
case of dispute. ‘My country right or wrong’ 
suffices to him for the patriot’s creed. He has 
little idea of a national character to be maintained 
or an inner national life to be developed. In his 
worst fom he is a hard competitive nationalist 
■with a lively conception of the national life as a 
Continual getting the better of other nations. He 
appears, however, more normally in several less 
developed and more humane forms — e.p., as the 
responsible militant patriot of the warrior class 
and as the irresponsible war-promoter who takes 
no risk himself. In questions of international 
commerce he tends to be anti-foreign, even more 
than pro-native, in his sympathies. These anti- 
pathies run away with him altogether, of course, 
in case of a war in which the national enemy is 
enraged, even if not the native countiy itself. 

The higher patriotism in any person ma}’ or may 
not be free from association with instincts of 
hostility to other races ; but it is characterized by 
such a centring of interest in the spiritual life of 
the nation as must tend to make these instincts 
inoperative, at least in times of peace. In times 
of national danger, no doubt, the primitive 
instincts would assert themselves in force. At 
other times they are submerged beneath peaceful 
manifestations of the civic spirit at home and 
reasonable humanitarian sentiment towards the 
foreigner. The patriot of the developed typo is, 
however, something more than a public-spirited 
citizen. An alien who feels himself to be an alien 
can, nevertheless, be a pattern of civic virtue by 
the exercise of the human qualities which bind 
him to his fellow-men. A good patriot at homo 
will probably be a good citizen in any foreign 
community to which he attaches himself, because 
the moral nature required in both cases is the same 
and the practice which flows from it not dissimilar. 
But the patriot in the home community has, in 
his consciousness of organic unity with las people, 
n source of happiness, energy, and understantiing 
which is of surpassing value both to him and to it. 
The national history, the national literature, the 
national institutions, the language, customs, 
manners — all are liis own ; he helps to make them, 
he has been made by them, attachment to the type 
of them is deep in his nature, and his desire for 
their perfection has the passion of pei-sonal love. 
There is always, therefore, a certain waste of 
human energy when the sendees of a good citizen 
are transferred from the home to the foreign 
sphere. As regards persons of mediocre or de- 
ficient public spirit, it is obvious that the special 
stimulus of national sentiment is almost necessary 
to make them realize their citizenship sufficiently. 

The centre of consciousness in the higher 
atriotism is awareness of, affection for, and 
etermination to cherish the national type, guard- 
ing it from decay vidthin even more anxiously than 
from attack udthout. In a nation threatened with 
political extinction there will be a jealous zeal for 
the national language, literature, and traditions, 
with anxiety as to the education of the young 
accordingly. In a prosperous nation, on the other 
hand, high patriotism will direct itself rather to 
the development of intellectual^ and spiritual life 
in all forms, to tlie neutraliration of luxury, the 
redress of excessive inequalities, and the whole 
vast work of internal reform in the complex body 
politic. Tor, it should be noted, increase of 
prosperity goes -ndth increase of complexity, and. 
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apart from counteraction on the part of the re- number of alien political communities. The most 
former, this carries increase of luxury, poverty, striking example is that of the Jews with tlieir 
and desperate helplessness in its train. In either marvellous vitality of race and type. Tlieir early 
case there is no lack of matter for the labour and history is in this respect even more remarkable 
interest of the patriot in home affairs. The real than that of Christian times. Empire after 
political distinction in this respect is between the empire rose and fell. Of the conquering races 
patriot, on the one hand, and the seekers after self hardly a trace is left. The Hebrew people, sub- 
or class interest, on the other. jeot in turn to Egypt, Assyria, Bab3’lonf Persia, 

In foreign affairs the higher patriot is concerned Greece, and Eome, has survived them all, and has, 
to maintain the honour of his nation in the sense moreover, maintained for hundreds of years a deep 
in which he realizes it as having a national national unity with no loss of type in the face of 
character to maintain. His idea,s of policy will, a hostile dominant Christendom. The means has 
therefore, vary according to his ideal of national been simple enough — steady persistence in religion, 
character as between nations. This involves the customs, literature, and language, the things which 
whole juestion of inteniational morality, but to pertain to the innermost manifestations of the 
the ordinary citizen it does not seem very complex, common life. The binding force of a great litera- 
Courage is the primitive element in national ture should be specially noticed. The founders of 
honour. Good faith is almost, if not quite, as the literary movement in Hezekiah’s time and the 
primitive, but in actual weight of estimation has leaders of tlie literary renaissance among the e.viles 
too often lagged a long way behind ; it is also a in Babylon undoubtedly did more for thepreserva- 
virtue the possession or non-possession of -which tion of a nation — apart from higher aims and 
admits of a good deal of argument either way. subtler problems — than has ever been achieved by 
The advance is great and difficult froni an ideal States and armaments. It is, of course, another 
based on much courage and some good faith to question whether it is a good thing that a strong 
one in which justice is conceived as an essential nation should remain permanently without a 
of international virtue. Nevertheless, there has national country and a political State, 
always been something corresponding to it in the Another familiar example is interesting. The 
ideas of fair play between tribes or nations of individuality preserved by the three smaller 
which there is evidence at a very early stage, nations within the United Kingdom turns upon a 
The developed conception is, however, much more sense of national distinctness in history, literature, 
than this. It is the product of personal reason traditional ideals, and racial ways of thought, 
and personal sympathy as applied to other national Round all these a sentiment grows up which may 
communities. In so far as the human race is be the minor or the major or the exclusive patriot- 
making moral progress at all, there is, from ism as compared with the sentiment towards the 
generation to generation, an increase in ability to United Kingdom as a whole. The Irish demand 
see and be moved by things as the others most for Home Rule within the Kingdom is the expres- 
nearly concerned in them see and are moved. No sion of this sentiment on its political side. The 
human need or sentiment can be excluded from its remarkable movement, however, of the Gaelic 
operation, nor can any limit be placed to keep League in Ireland, Great Britain, and the United 
outside of it the races distant from us in type. States is essentially national in the non-political 
habit, and blood. Tlie Golden Rule that men sense. Its aim is to maintain and develop the 
should do unto others as they would that others, national consciousness through knowledge of Irish 
in like case, should do unto them is no rule of history, literature, music, and art, and by study of 
external discipline imposed on a humanity alien the Irish language with the_ valuable literature 
to it, but springs out of the depths of human which it contains. The practical claim advanced 
nature itself. The more a man is man, the more by it is, as in the similar case of Wales, that the 
certainly is he an organ of reason and sympathy, humanities used in the education of Irish persons 
and so, the more men as a wliole, and the leading should be, in the first place, though by no means 
races especially, become man-like, the more finnly exclusively, Irish. The genuinely non-pohticai 
does the Christian ideal of justice dominate them character of the movement is shown by the adber- 
in all things, including their sense of what is due ence to it of many who_ take the anti-popular -view 
from the members of one nation to those of in politics. In the United States,^ moreover, there 
another. Hence for the patriot, intent on the is no question of Ii'ish national existence except m 
maintenance of the national chai-acter as the ex- the more subtle inner sense. _ , , f 

pression of what his nation unanimously ought to In all movements for the revival or developmenc 
be, the honour of his country means tliat her of national literature as_ national^ we see the 
conduct among the nations shall be free from taint patriotic sentiment asserting itself in this 
of aggressive greed, inordinate love of power, dis- sense. Such movements occur in the history' or a 
regard of nationality in others, as well as from sins nations. They are of the same nature psycliologi- 
of individual cruelty, bad faith, and cowardice. cally as the individual’s claim to that sincerity o 

Thus there are patriots and patriots in every self-expression in his work which, as Carlyle saj s, 

advanced political community ; and, under demo- is the merit of originality. A group or 
cratic government, settled distinctions of party poets or artists thus stirred by a common nation 
and of sections within parties are accordingly apt sense inspiring them, and in the presence 
to arise, though disguised, confused, and, to some established^ literature which does not expres t 
extent, counteracted by the historical causes out native spirit, will, either of purpose or witlio > 
of which the original distinctions of party sprang, create a literary revival on national hnes. ^ 

The two chief grounds of patriotic variety to be outbursts of fresh literary genius are apt to o 
borne in mind are (1) the development of the idea in this way. 

of internal reform as the healthy life of the nation Ln-EiuroRB.— See Literature at art. NAno-SAUTT. 

within itself, and (2) the transformation of the S. , 

ideal of national honour with the growth of reason PATKIPASSIANISM. — See Mo>’AKCHlAn- 

and sympathy in relation to it. _ iSM. 

The higher patriotism, as has been pointed out, _ , „ , 

is not dependent on the political condition called PAUL. — I. Sources. — This account oi 

national independence. A nation, if it has re.^ched proceeds on sources of two kinds; (U , 

the stage of national dertermination to preserve letters, nine of which may now be regan 
itself, may exist as a nation scattered through a genuine, riz. 1 and 2 Thessalonians, uaia -< 
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1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, Philippians, Colos- 
sians, Philemon (Ephesians and the Pastoral 
Epistles contain much that Paul might say, but 
mixed with elements certainly later) ; and (2) the 
Acts of the Apostles. This perplexing work was 
ivritten partly from good sources, hut cannot be 
used without thorough criticism. The speeches in 
it are the work of the editor and represent what 
might be heard in various quarters in his day, and 
various theories which must be accounted for are 
spread over the work. 

The ‘We ’-pieces 2(P-« 21i-w 271-28") 

and the narrative of Paul’s arrest, appeal to Caesar, 
and journey to Rome are in the main to be relied 
on. The hook as a whole belongs to the end of the 
Ist century. The uncertainty resting on the sub- 
ject, from the frequent and serious disagreement 
of the letters witli the history of Paul himself as 
related by his biographer, is now yielding to a 
large extent to the light shed by the study of 
ancient religions : he is not so nebulous that he 
and all his works must be pronounced unreal, as 
the ‘ modem ’ Dutch school, with its followers in 
other countries, declared ; it is possible to put 
together a fairly adequate account of Paul, his 
writings, and his teaching. 

2. Outlook and early training. — Paul is made to 
declare himself (Ac 2P®) to be a Jew of Tarsus in 
Cilicia; that explains in this passage his being 
able to speak Greek. His phrase (Ph 3’), ‘a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews,’ need not imply that his 
parents spoke Aramaic, though that may have 
been the case ; Paul himself uses Aramaic words, 
and is said (Ac 2P'’) to have addressed his audience 
at Jerasalem in that tongue. He belonged at any 
rate to the Diaspora, and we may now point out 
what that implied in his religious experience. 

The Jews living in Greek cities had a different 
outlook on the world from those in Palestine ; they 
were not oppressed, but held for the most part a 
good position ; the Gentiles around them respected 
them on account of their pure religion, and many 
of them frequented the synagogue and strengthened 
it by their wealth and character. The Jews in 
such towns were in a manner missionaries to the 
Gentiles, and all the considerations that are still 
weighed in missionary circles as to the attraction 
of the true religion for those outside, and as to the 
hindrances which kept them from joining it, would 
he discussed among them and made familiar to tlie 
sharp wits among their children. Paul could not 
fail to leam at Tarsus what Gentile religion was, 
how much of natural goodness lived in heathen 
minds, how they were led (1 Co 12^) to follow dumb 
idols which could not satisfy them, and, more, 
how J ewish practices hindered the spread of Jewish 
religion, what an incubus the Law was to mission- 
ary eObrt, how the demand of circumcision was a 
special barrier. 

Paul was not of the class of operatives ; the two 
franchises which he possessed show this sufficientlj'. 
His citizenship of Tarsus implies that his father 
(to go no farther back) was enrolled in the tribe, or 
of Jews in that city and had some part at 
least in the public ailairs of the town ; his Roman 
citizenship, which he had from his birth (Ac 22^) 
and which entitled him to carry his case to the 
emperor (25“ 26^-), proves that lus father, perhaps 
his grandfather, held that rank, being recognized 
by one Roman potentate or another as loyal and 
trustworthy. As Roman citizen Paul would have 
a Roman name, and in the family a Jewish one ; 
hence ‘Saul who is also called Paul’ of Ac 13°. There 
can be no doubt that he was educated first at home 
in Tarsus, and that, if he proceeded to Jerusalem 
to sit at the feet of Gamaliel, it was later, when 
the language had been learned and all the life of 
a Greek town made thoroughly familiar to the hoy. 


The language of the Epistles is the ordinary Greek 
then spoken throughout the empire ; the Scripture 
quotecl is, with one or two exceptions, the Septua- 
gint, which was read in the Greek synagogue ; the 
method of composition is not that of the rabbis 
of Palestine hut that of the preachers and savers 
of souls of Stoicism and Cynicism. Paul does not 
call himself a rabbi ; he calls himself a preacher, a 
steward of the word, a father of his churches. 

His expressions in Ph 3‘'° show him to have been 
the child of a very strict Jewish home. He would 
be well exercised in the Greek Bible ; he would be 


taken to the synagogue when he was old enough 
and made acquainted with the history and the 
hopes and destiny of Israel ; he would see Gentiles 
sitting beside Jews at the religious exercises and 
would leam to regard them with a liberal eye, 
while still remembering that his own people were 
called out of the Gentiles and in many ways dis- 
tinguished from them. He would hear Stoic and 
Cynic doctrine preached at the street corners and 
■would pick up their tricks of rhetoric. There was 
also a university at Tarsus — not on the scale of 
Athens or Alexandria, yet a notable seat of Stoic 
doctrine — in which men of world-wide reputation 
maintained a blend of physics and ethics. He 
would not attend the university ; for him there 
was a difierent learning from that taught there ; 
but he would pick up a tincture of what was taught 
and valued there and pervaded the whole spirit of 
the city. He would taxe note of the religious rites 
of heathenism, not only the stated official worship 
of the city, but also the irregular sporadic out- 
bursts of a more popular religion which drew 
people in processions out to the country and kept 
them there until their god, who had died, rose 
a^ain and changed their mood from sorrow to joy. 
The principal god of Tarsus, Sandan, was a figure 
of this type of dying and reviving deity. In his 
native city also Paul might leam to distinguish 
deities of two kinds or ranks — the deity who dwelt 
aloft and, without being very active, ruled all 
things, and the more familiar beinj', the working 
god, who gave himself for those wio believed in 
him and to whom they addressed their prayers 
(cf. 1 Co 8“-). There are many traces of the Gentile 
atmosphere in which Paul’s early days were spent. 
Of a Jewish training at Jerusalem it is harder to 
find traces in his works. The national pride and 
consciousness of superiority which mark them 
strongly were to be found in the Jews of the 
Dispersion as well as at Jemsalem, and of rabbinic 
metliod there is little trace in Paul. Did he go to 
Jerusalem to be under a famous teacher ? In his 


orvn works he does not speak of it; he could 
‘ advance in Judaism bejmnd many contemporaries, 
and surpass them in zeal for the traditions of the 
fathers ' (Gal 1") at Tarsus as well as at Jerasalem ; 
his persecuting of the Church, too, might be done 
in either region. 

3. Persecution of Christians.— ■V\Tiether or not 
he sat at the feet of Gamaliel, Paul left Tarsus 
early in life and gave himself with his Avhole 
energy to the work of persecuting the sect of 
Christians which was spreading in Syria (Gal I’®- «, 
1 Co 15°). He turned his back on the career which 
Tarsus no doubt olfered him, that he should tread 
in the footsteps of his father and become a leader 
of the Jews in his native city, in order to persecute 
the Christians. How he was bronglit to take up 
this work we do not know. The evidence of 
the Epistles forbids us to believe that he had any 
personal acquaintance with Jesus. 2 Co 5" speak's 
of unworthy \-iews of the Messiah which Paul 
might or might not have held, but which he now 
refuses to entertain. And the knowledge which 
the Epistles show of Jesus is too scanty to serve 
as evidence that Paul knew Jesus or was in 
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Jerasalem at the time of the Cnicifixion. On the 
other hand, the spread of the belief in Jesus might 
■well appear dangerous to one passionately devoted 
to the LaAV and regarding it as the one heaven- 
appointed means of salvation. If a Messiah estab- 
lished His authority, that of the La-iv must come 
to an end. In Eo 10^ Paul declares that this has 
happened ; it may be believed that at an earlier 
time he sa'\v that it might happen, and felt the 
great bulwark of his faith, the foundation of all 
Jewish religion, to be in danger. This was true of 
any Messiah; and a crucified Messiah was an 
offence which a true Jew could not get over; he 
says so later (1 Co 1"^), and he knew it from his oivn 
experience. No wonder that, being Avhat he was, 
in earnest about religion with his whole soul, he 
threw himself with the utmost energy into the task 
of persecuting the followers of Jesus. If he was at 
Jerusalem at the time of the death of Stephen, 
his convictions which would lead him to taking a 
hand in that murder might he accounted for. 

The high-priest had no power to order the arrest 
and the bringing to Jerusalem of people in distant 
towns ; and this part of the story in Acts cannot 
be accepted. But we have Paul’s own authority 
for it (Gal 1”) that he came to Damascus as a 
persecutor and left it as a Christian ; and we may 
take it that those whom he came there to molest 
were not of the Hebrew, but of the Greek part of 
the Church who had fled from Jerusalem at the 

E ersecution which arose about Stephen. He must 
ave proceeded against them in the regular way, 
laying information against them before the syna- 
gogue and asking for their punishment. He had 
no vote to give against them either at Jerusalem 
or at Damascus. In his persecutions, which may 
have been carried on not only at Damascus but 
elsewhere, he would certainly come to know some- 
thing about Jesus, and would learn some of His 
words and the general story of His life, as these 
followers knew it, and His resurrection and ex- 
pected coming to judgment, as they believed in 
these articles of their faith. 

4. Conversion. — With regard to the conversion 
of Paul, the three narratives of the event in 
Ac 9, 22, and 26 contradict each other in details, 
as is to be expected in the versions of a narrative 
orally transmitted, but the variations are not in 
the interest of any tendency, and the three versions 
of the story may be traceable to one which Paul 
himself may have communicated to friends, with 
whom he could not but talk on the subject. Other 
intimations are found in the Epistles. It pleased 
God to reveal His Son in him (Gal to 

make him know Jesus in His true nature as God’s 
Son, not only as the preacher and wonder-worker 
of Galilee, and not only as the Jewish Messiah, 
but as a Divine Being, in whom God pleased to 
make Himself known to man, as one of the same 
nature with Himself, and carrying out in an 
intimate way His purpose for mankind. Prom 
the context of this passage, ‘ that I might preach 
him among the Gentiles’ (1'®), it appears that this 
revelation had a universal scope ; the Person 
revealed to Paul was of interest not to the Jews 
only, but to the Gentiles as well. In other pas.sages 
it is intimated that Paul considered the Lord Jesus 
to have appeared to him as a risen and a glorious 
Being. In 1 Go 15®'® he places his •vision of Christ 
in the same line with those that the older apostles 
had had ; it was the last vision of the kind to take 
place, but it was not different from the rest. 

1 Co 9*, ‘ Am I not an apostle ? have I not seen 
Jesus the Lord ? ’ is to the same effect._ In 2 Co 4® 
he describes the e.xperience through which he came, 
evidently that of the same event, as the sudden 
and irresistible shining within him of a bright 
light comparable to the first shining of light on the 


world, and flashing upon him the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. The 
irresistibleness of the communication appears also 
in the phrases in Ph 3“ where he speaks of harin" 
been ‘laid hold of’ by Jesus Christ. In this 
passage too he speaks of all the advantages that 
he had at a former period, and how he cast them 
all away, ‘ like dung,’ in order to win Christ and 
be found in Him. Taking together all these 
passages from the Epistles, we have a picture not 
unlike that of the stories in Acts, of an instan- 
taneous and utter change brought about by a 
luminous appearance which was held to be Christ 
Himself. Considering Paul’s lifelong suscepti- 
bility to visions and ecstasies (Gal 2®, 2 Co 12''® 
5*®, Ac 16®'-), it seems vain to speculate as to what 
actually took place outside of Damascus. That 
there was suggestion of what he held that he saw 
is plain ; those whom he had persecuted based their 
belief in the risen Christ on the visions of their 
fellow-believers ; Paul too had beliefs as to the 
form of heavenly beings — their luminous quality, 
their spiritual substance — which prepared him for 
what was coming. A touch, and all things passed 
away with him and all things were made new. 

Some great scholars have constructed out of this vision of 
Paul the whole of his beliefs as set before us in the great 
Epistles. Here it will be sufficient briefly to indicate the beliefs 
which his vision at once fixed for him, whatever additions 
might be made to them afterwards. He saw Christ as a 
Divine Being, radiant, all-powerful, with'full knowledge of the 
secrets of the heart, not merely as a Jewish Jlessiah. This 
implied that God had raised Him from the dead, so that the 
Cross was no longer a stumbling-block, since God had taken the 
partof the Crucified One and exalted Him beyond the reach of 
death and accident to dwell mth Himself and share His power 
and glory. He was therefore a Being who concerned not only 
the Jews as their Slessiah, but all men; He was a deity; He 
was the Son of God, and all could be called to know and worship 
Him. And His crucifixion was not only an incident of His past 
career, but an attribute of His person for ever ; He was always 
and for all men Christ crucified and Christ raised from the dead. 
And Christ, thus conceived, was singularly fitted to be ('an 
object of faith to the Gentiles. The living and effective cults 
which Paul knew from bis boyhood atTarsus were much occupied 
with divine beings who had died and had risen again, who were, 
in fact, for ever dying, for ever rising again, to the joy of their 
worshippers. The faith which Paul's vision enabled him to 
preach was in form one more cult of this nature, though in its 
ethical contents it infinitely transcended all the others, carrying 
with it, as it did, all the strict morals and all the glorious faith 
and hope of Jewish theism. 

Paul w-as therefore warranted in regarding the revelation of 
the Son of God which had been given to him ns tjjp 

same time a call to him to preach Christ to the Gentiles (Gal I*";. 
Perhaps he was not the first to preach Christ to them ; thsre 
was, about the same time as Paul was at Damascus, preaching 
to the Hellenists (Ac ll®®; RV ‘tothe Greeks ' ; but the reading 
•Grecians’ is better supported, and, standing as it does In 
opposition to Jews, it must mean uncircumoised persons ; see 
Westcott and Hort, TAe JVT in &reek, Camb. and If "don, 
1881, note), and the mixed church at Antioch (the }jrst °f which 
we read) was not founded by Paul. We canriot tell what views 
were held of the nature and position of Christ by jhose other 
preachers of Him tothe Gentiles, but in the case of Paul this all 
lies clear before us. It was his new knowledge of J esus as son 
of God that qualified him to call the Gentiles to the Chnstian 
fold. He called them to believe in a Divine Being who not 
only had died, but had died for them, to effect 
from the ills that oppressed them (Gal 1<), who had left ^ 
heavenly glory, and in the counsel of the Father had come d^OOT 
to the earth in order to bear the trials that weighed on them, 
that they through His suffering might be ®nd yiade free. 

It may not be correct to see the whole of Paul s doctrine pre^nt 

• ' at ft Wter lime , 

eSall ■■ ■ ■ ■ h belong to the 

conflict of which tne uaiatiuii e-pisiic But 

of the person of Christ and the object of His ^ 

plaineS to us only by his vision and Paul “061 be 

to have received it in the revelation of the Son of God wni® 

was then made to him. It was his warrant 

the Gentiles, and this implies that he did so at once and con 

stantly afterwards. 

4 . Sojourn in Arabia.— The next pwt of the 
narrative must he taken from Gal 1. The sto^ 
of this period in Acts places Paul in a 
light from that of his own Epistle and show s him 
as an obedient and willing subordinate of Uie 
Jerusalem leaders. Paul’s own account 
to prove how little he came in contact with tnem 
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or was indebted to them for any teaching or 
doctrine. After his vision, Paul tells us, he did 
not act in what might be thought the natural way 
for a new convert bent on being a teacher of the 
faith he did not go at once to the centre of 
Christian teaching to get himself instructed and 
directed to the part of the field that he was to 
occupy. The phrase, ‘ I conferred not with flesh 
and blood ’ (v.^®), must not be taken too absolutelj'. 
Some one must have baptized him and introduced 
him to the brethren, and the storj’ of Ananias 
may be accepted in the main. Acts, however, does 
not mention Arabia, where Paul says (v.”) he 
was for three years, and, the foregoing verse com- 
pels us to suppose, as a missionary to the Arabs. 
At Damascus he could not at once preach ; even 
when he came back after such an interval, it was 
an impossible place for him. In Acts it is the 
Jews, in 2 Co 11“^ it is the representative of 
Aretas, by whom his safety was threatened, so 
that he had to make a precipitate retreat. 

A date is here found for the history of Paul, as 
the imperial coinage ceases at Damascus in a.d. 
33-34, so that Paul’s escape from the ethnarch of 
Aretas would not occur before that date, and his 
conversion would be three years earlier. His visit 
to Jerusalem is attributed by Loisy to the unsuc- 
cessful nature of his mission to the Arabs, and 
to the desire to connect himself with the mother 
church, so that he might not run in vain. This is 
merely a conjecture. The visit was a private one, 
to make acquaintance with Peter, whom he recog- 
nizes ns the principal person in the Jerusalem 
community. Besides Peter, he saw James, the 
brother of the Lord, who joined the community 
in its earliest days and naturally had great influ- 
ence in it. He is called an ‘apostle’— a title 
which was not confined to the I welve.^ He re- 
presented the most Jewish position within the 
(Dhurch, and could not be expected to favour the 
mission to the Gentiles. He is not said to have 
objected to it at this time, but the two heads made 
little of Paul ; he belonged to Stephen’s Avay of 
thinking, of which the persecution had rid the 
Church some years before. He was not publicly 
introduced to the church, and was so much in the 
background that he could say that the members of 
the church did not know him by sight. His visit, 
he seems to indicate, was too short to admit of a 
course of instruction, and he made no application 
to the apostles to define his duties or assign to him 
a sphere. His apostleship was not in these 
respects ‘of man or by man.’ His field obviously 
was not to be at Jerusalem, where Peter and 
James were at the head ; but, on the other hand, 
nothing of an unfriendly nature occurred, and he 
was free to carry on a mission elsewhere. 

Of the story in Ac 9®=-=” it will be true that 
Barnabas was his friend at Jerusalem, and Acts 
and Galatians agree that from there he went to 
Syria and Cilicia — Syria the district _ where 
Barnabas had influence, and Cilicia his own 
province — and in these regions he worked as a 
missionary of Christ (Gal I-'*, Ac 15^"“) in touch, 
more or less, with Barnabas. In that part of the 
world he remained for a decenninm. _ , n n 

6. Visits to Jerusalem. — The question of Pauls 
visits to Jerusalem has here to be faced. There 
are three statements in the HT that he visited 
Jerus.alom in company with Barnabas, starting 
from Sjuia. In Gal 2 and in Ac 15 the purpose of 
the visit is to get the question settled m to how 
much of the Jewish Law was to be binding on 
Gentile meiuhers of the Church. It is impossible 
to think that they went to Jerusalem twice to get 
this question settled ; and, if the two stories relate 
to the same event, then Paul’s account of it is 
manifestly to be preferred to that of Acts, even if 


there be in the latter certain elements which 
belong to history. As to the date of the journey, 
the two accounts agree that it was made when 
Paul had been carrying on missionaiy work for 
some tirne in Syria and Cilicia, and before he 
engaged in such work in other provinces (cf. Gal P' 
ivith 2“-, and Ac I5=3.si>. M). The journey, then, 
is to be placed before the travels in Pisidia and 
Lycaonia, which are detailed in Ac 13 and 14 ; and 
these two chapters are to be regarded as misplaced. 
The3' come after the report or a journey of Paul 
and Barnabas from Antioch to Jerusalem (11®^'^'’), 
which is just in the right place for a journey about 
Jewish^ observances, though the object of it is 
otherwise stated. The result, then, is that the 
three accounts of a journey to Jerusalem all refer 
to the same historical event. 

There is another datum, bearing on the story of 
Ac 12 and involving important consequences for 
the history’ of Paul, wliicli may’ be best spoken of 
here. If the statement reported by’ Pliilip of Side 
in the 6th cent, to have been made by Papias in the 
second book of his Exposition of the. Oracles of the 
Lord is accepted (Georgios the Monk in the 9th 
cent, tells us the same, and the statement of 
Papias is strongly’ confirmed by Syriac Church 
Calendars), that John the Divine and James his 
brother were slain by Jews, James and John must 
be believed to have suffered martyrdom together, 
as Mark suggests that they did (10’”), and as the 
Syrian Calendars assume as fact. The martyrdom 
of James is reported in Acts, and that of John 
will have taken place at the same time and not 
been mentioned, for reasons into which we need 
not here inquire. 

But Paul met John at Jemsalem on his visit 
(Gal 2”) ; the visit therefore was before John’s 
death, which took place shortly before the death 
of Herod, who is known to have died in A.D. 44. 
Paul’s dating of it agrees with this ; he says that 
it was after the lapse of fourteen years, and we 
know that the date of that event was A.D. SO. 
Ac 11 places it quite in the right position. 

There are few facts to fill up the space of ten 
years between the two visits to Jerusalem. If the 
statement of Acts about the period stood aloncj we 
should be led to think that Paul was sent straight 
to Tarsus after his first visit (9’”), and stay’ed there 
till Barnabas brought him to Antioch a year or so 
before the second. But in Gal 1” he speaks of 
himself in this period as preaching in Syria and 
Cilicia, which would imply free movement; and 
in Ro 16’” he speaks ns linving had n career as a 
preacher which Began at Jerusalem and extended 
to Illyria, He would be at this time in the current 
of the mission to the Hellenists, which is spoken of 
(Ac IP'-”’) and with which Barnabas was fully in 
sympathy’. He would be one of the juniors among 
the missionaries; Ac 1.3’ gives a list of the prophets 
and teacliers at Antioch, in which Barnabas has 
the first place and Paul the last. Views would be 
opening at this time as to the new lands which 
might be visited ; the work to which Barnabas 
and Paul were called may have been already 
present to their minds. 

The second visit to Jerusalem was occasioned, 
Paul says, by a revelation — to whom he does not 
say. Certain persons of less liberal views had 
been visiting Antioch, spying on the liberty' which 
prevailed there, which Peter liked at first, till he 
felt upon him the eye of tlio.=c who came from 
James. Paul went with Barnabas, who was the 
head of the party, and took with him Titus, an 
uncircumcised C’liristian ; Titus was not com- 
pelled to be circumcised; the demand made pre- 
viously nt Antioch, and now again (if Acts is to 
be behoved) nt Jerusalem, was not approved of by 
the church at Jcru.salcni. 
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Jerusalem at the time of the Cnicifixion. On the 
other hand, the spread of the belief in Jesus might 
well appear dangerous to one passionately devoted 
to the Law and regarding it as the one heaven- 
a,ppointed means of salvation. If a Messiah estab- 
lished His authority, that of the Law must come 
to an end. In Ro 10'* Paul declares that this has 
happened ; it may be believed that at an earlier 
time he saw that it might happen, and felt the 
great bulwark of his faith, the foundation of all 
Jewish religion, to be in danger. This was true of 
any Messiah ; and a crucified Messiah was an 
offence which a true Jew could not get over; he 
says so later {1 Co 1-^), and he knew it from his own 
experience. No wonder that, being what he was, 
in earnest about religion with his whole soul, he 
threw himself with the utmost energy into the task 
of persecuting the followers of Jesus. If he was at 
Jerusalem at the time of the death of Stephen, 
his convictions which would lead him to taking a 
hand in that murder might be accounted for. 

The high-priest had no power to order the arrest 
and the bringing to Jerusalem of people in distant 
towns ; and this part of the story in Acts cannot 
be accepted. But we have Paul’s own authority 
for it (Gal 1*^) that he came to Damascus as a 
persecutor and left it as a Christian ; and we may 
take it that those whom he came there to molest 
were not of the Hebrew, but of the Greek part of 
the Church who had fled from Jerusalem at the 
persecution which arose about Stephen. He must 
have proceeded against them in the regular way, 
laying information against them before the syna- 
gogue and asking for their punishment. He had 
no vote to give against them either at Jerusalem 
or at Damascus. In his persecutions, which may 
have been carried on not only at Damascus hut 
elsewhere, he would certainly come to know some- 
thing about Jesus, and would learn some of His 
words and the general story of His life, as these 
followers knew it, and His resurrection and ex- 
pected coming to judgment, as they believed in 
these articles of their faith. 

4. Conversion. — With regard to the conversion 
of Paul, the three narratives of the event in 
Ac 9, 22, and 26 contradict each other in details, 
as is to be expected in the versions of a narrative 
orally transmitted, but the variations are not in 
the interest of any tendency, and the three versions 
of the story may be traceable to one which Paul 
himself may have communicated to friends, with 
whom he could not but talk on the subject. Other 
intimations are found in the Epistles. It pleased 
God to reveal His Son in him (Gal !*’'•), i.e. to 
make him know Jesus in His true nature as God’s 
Son, not only as the preacher and wonder-worker 
of Galilee, and not only as the Jewish Messiah, 
but as a Divine Being, in whom God pleased to 
make Himself known to man, as one of the same 
nature with Himself, and carrying out in an 
intimate way His purpose for mankind. Prom 
the context of this passage, ‘ that I might preach 
him among the Gentiles’ (1*®), it appears that this 
revelation had a universal scope ; the Person 
revealed to Paul was of interest not to the Jews 
only, but to the Gentiles as well. In other passages 
it is intimated that Paul considered the Lord Jesus 
to have appeared to him as a risen and a glorious 
Being. In 1 Co 15°‘® he places his vision of Christ 
in the same line uuth those that the older apostles 
had had ; it was the last vision of the kind to take 
place, but it was not different from the rest. 

1 Co 9*, ‘ Am I not an apostle ? have I not seen 
Jesus the Lord ? ’ is to the same effect. In 2 Co 4® 
he describes the e.xperience through which he came, 
evidently that of the same event, as the sudden 
and irresistible shining within him of a bright 
light comparable to the first shining of light on the 


world, and flashing upon him the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. The 
irresistibleness of the communication appears also 
in the phrases in Ph 3“, -where he speaks of haring 
been ‘laid hold of’ by Jesus Christ. In this 
passage too he speaks of all the advantages that 
he had at a former period, and how he cast them 
all away, ‘ like dung,’ in order to win Christ and 
be found in Him. Taking together all these 
passages from the Epistles, we have a picture not 
unlike that of the stories in Acts, of an instan- 
taneous and utter change brought about by a 
luminous abearance which was held to be Christ 
Himself. Considering Paul’s lifelong suscepti- 
bility to visions and ecstasies (Gal 2", 2 Co 12’-® 
5*®, Ac 16®*’), it seems vain to speculate as to what 
actually took place outside of Damascus. That 
there was suggestion of what he held that he saw 
is plain ; those whom he had persecuted based their 
belief in the risen Christ on the visions of their 
fellow-believers ; Paul too had beliefs as to the 
form of heavenly beings — their luminous quality, 
their spiritual substance — which prepared him for 
what was coming. A touch, and all things passed 
away with him and all things were made new. 

Some great scholars have constructed out of this vision of 
Paul the whole of his beliefs as set before us in the great 
Epistles. Here it will be sufficient briefly to indicate the beliefs 
which his vision at once fixed lor him, whatever additions 
might be made to them afterwards. He saw Christ as a 
Divine Being, radiant, all-powerful, with'full knowledge of the 
secrets of the heart, not merely as a Jewish .Messiah. This 
implied that God had raised Him from the dead, so that the 
Cross was no longer a stumbling-block, since God had taken the 
part of the Crucified One and exalted Him beyond the reach of 
death and accident to dwell with Himself and share His power 
and glory. He was therefore a Being who concerned not only 
the Jews as their Messiah, but all men ; He was a deity ; He 
was the Son of God, and all could be called to know and worship 
Him. And His crucifixion was not only an incident of His past 
career, but an attribute of His person lor ever ; He was always 
and for all men Christ crucified and Christ raised from the dead. 
And Christ, thus conceived, was singularly fitted to be fan 
object of faith to the Gentiles. The Jiving and effective cults 
which Paul knew from bis boyhood at Tarsus were much occupied 
with divine beings who had died and had risen again, who were, 
in fact, for ever dying, for ever rising again, to the joy of their 
worshippers. The faith which Paul’s^ vision enabled him to 
preach was in form one more cult of this nature, though in its 
ethical contents it infinitely transcended all the others, cariylng 
with it, as it did, all the strict morals and all the glorious faith 
and hope of Jewish theism. , , 

Paul was therefore warranted in regarding the revelation or 
the Son of God which had been given to him as being at the 
same time a call to him to preach Christ to the Gentiles (Gal iw;. 
Perhaps he was not the first to preach Christ to them; there 
was, about the same time as Paul was at Damascus, preaching 
to the Hellenists (Ac lls® ; BV ' to the Greeks ' ; but the reading 
•Grecians’ is better supported, and, standing os it does in 
opposition to Jews, it must mean uncircumoised persons; see 
W4teott and Hort, FAe NT in Greek, Camb. and London, 
1881, note), and the mixed church at Antioch (the fii"®''®! ohfcn 
we read) was not founded by Paul. We rannot tell what views 
were held of the nature and position of Christ by those other 
preachers of Him to the Gentiles, but in the case of Paul thisall 
lies clear before us. It was his new knowledge of Jesus M Son 
of God that qualified him to call the Gentiles to the Christian 
fold. He called them to believe in a Divine Being Y'^»o not 
only had died, but had died for them, to effect 
from the ills that oppressed them (Gal 1*)> "Lo h“4 left ^ 
heavenly glory, and in the counsel of the Father had come dos 
to the earth in order to bear the trials that weighed on them, 
that they through His suffering might 

It may not be correct to see the ^yhole ^ ... 

tnnticc in vi ; *■! ; irs j vi Y I ^ ■ 

Snmet o\ which the Galatian iipiolie tells Uj. x! 

of the person of Christ and the object o', ^ 

plained to us only by his vision and Paul “O®' he 
to have received it in the revelation of the Son of Goa wni^ 
T^s thermidf to him. It was his warrant for preachmg to 
the Gentiles, and this implies that he did so ot once and c 
Btantly afterwards. 

Sojourn in Arabia.— The next pwt of 
narrative must he taken from Gal 1. ^he sto^ 
of this period in Acts places Paul 
light from tliat of his owm Epistle and shows him 
as an obedient and willing subordinate of the 
Jerusalem leaders. Paul s own account 
to prove how little he came in contact n ith them 
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or was indebted to them for any teaching or 
doctrine. After his vision, Pan! tells us, he did 
not act in what might he thought the natural way 
for a new convert bent on being a teacher of the 
faith ; he did not go at once to the centre of 
Christian teaching to get himself instructed and 
directed to the part of the field that he was to 
occupy. The nhrase, ‘ I conferred not with flesh 
and blood ’ (v.’“), must not be taken too absolutely. 
Some one must have baptized him and introduced 
him to the brethren, and the story of Ananias 
maybe accepted in the main. Acts, however, does 
not mention Arabia, where Paul says (v.^’j he 
was for three years, and, the foregoing verse com- 
pels us to suppose, as a missionary to the Arabs. 
At Damascus he could not at once preach ; even 
when he came back after such an interval, it rvas 
an impossible place for him. In Acts it is the 
Jews, in 2 Co 11“^ it is the representative of 
Aretas, by whom his safety was threatened, so 
that he had to make a precipitate retreat. 

A date is here found for the history of Paul, as 
the imperial coinage ceases at Damascus in a.d. 
33-34, so that Paurs escape from the ethnarch of 
Aretas would not occur before that date, and his 
conversion would be three years earlier. His visit 
to Jerusalem is attributed by Loisy to the unsuc- 
cessful nature of his mission to the Arabs, and 
to the desire to connect himself with the mother 
church, so that he might not run in vain. This is 
merely a conjecture. The visit was a private one, 
to make acquaintance with Peter, whom he recog- 
nizes as the principal person in the Jerusalem 
community. Besides Peter, he saw James, the 
brother of the Lord, who joined the community 
in its earliest days and naturally had great influ- 
ence in it. He is called an ‘apostle’— -a title 
which was not confined to the Tvvelve._ He re- 
presented the most Jewish position within the 
Church, and could not be expected to favour the 
mission to the Gentiles. He is not said to have 
objected to it at this time, but the Wo heads made 
little of Paul ; he belonged to Stephen’s way of 
thinking, of which the persecution had rid the 
Church some years before. He was not publicly 
introduced to the church, and was so much in the 
background that he could say that the mernbers of 
the cliurch did not know him by sight. His visit, 
he seems to indicate, was too short to admit oi a 
course of instruction, and he made no application 
to the apostles to define his duties or assign to him 
a sphere. His apostleship was not in these 
respects ‘ of man or by man.’ His field obviously 
was not to be at Jerusalem, where Peter and 
James were at the head ; but, on the other hand, 
nothing of an unfriendly nature occuiTed, and he 
was free to carry on a mission elsewhere. 

Of the story in Ac 9 ^- 3 o it will be true that 
Barnabas was his friend at Jerusalem, and Acts 
and_ Galatians agree that from there he went to 
Syria and Cilicia — Syria the district _ where 
Barnabas had influence, and Cilicia his omi 
jirovince — and in these regions he worked as a 
missionary of Christ (Gal I'-*, Ac 15=^-“) in touch, 
more or less, with Barnabas. In that part of the 
world he_ remained for a decennium. 

6 . Visits to JerusaJem. — ^The question of Paul’s 
visits to Jerusalem has here to be faced. Tliere 
are three statements in the NT that he visited 
Jerusalem in company with Barnabas, starting 
from Syria. In Gal 2 and in Ac 15 the purpose of 
the visit is to get the question settled as to how 
much of the Jewish Law was to be binding on 
Gentile members of the Church. It is impossible 
to think that they went to Jerusalem twice to get 
this question settled ; and, if the two stories relate 
to the same event, then Paul’s account of it is 
manifestly to be preferred to that of Acts, even if 


there be in the latter certain elements which 
belong to history. As to the date of the journey, 
the two accounts agree that it was made when 
Paul had been carrying on missionary work for 
some tirne in Syria and Cilicia, and before he 
engaged in such work in other provinces (cf. Gal 1’* 
with 2“-, and Ac 15 = 2 . so. journey, then, 

is to be placed before the travels in Pisidia and 
Lycaonia, which are detailed in Ac 13 and 14 ; and 
these two chapters are to be regarded as misplaced. 
They come after the report of a journey of Paul 
and Barnabas from Antioch to Jerusalem ( 11 ”*^’), 
which is just in the right place for a journey about 
Jewish observances, though the object of it is 
otherwise stated. The result, then, is that the 
three accounts of a journey to Jerusalem all refer 
to the same historical event. 

There is another datum, bearing on the story of 
Ac 12 and involving important consequences for 
the history of Paul, which may be best spoken of 
here. If the statement reported by Philip of Side 
in the 6 th cent, to have been made by Papias in the 
second book of his Exposition of the Oracles of the 
Lord is accepted (Georgios the Monk in the 9th 
cent, tells us the same, and the statement of 
Papias is strongly confirmed by Syriac Church 
Calendars), that John the Divine and James his 
brother were slain by Jews, James and John must 
be believed to have sufiered martyrdom together, 
as Mark suggests that they did (ICP”), and as the 
Syrian Calendars assume as fact. The martyrdom 
of James is reported in Acts, and that of John 
will have taken place at the same time and not 
been mentioned, for reasons into which we need 
not here inquire. 

But Paul met John at Jerusalem on his visit 
(Gal 2®) ; the visit therefore was before John’s 
death, which took place shortly before the death 
of Herod, who is known to have died in A.D. 44. 
Paul’s dating of it agrees with this ; he says that 
it was after the lapse of fourteen years, and we 
know that the date of that event was A.D. 30. 
Ac 11 places it quite in the right position. 

There are few facts to fill up the space of ten 
years between the two visits to Jerusalem. If the 
statement of Acts about the period stood alone, we 
should be led to think that Paul was sent straight 
to Tarsus after his first visit (9="), and stayed there 
till Barnabas brought him to Antioch a year or so 
before the second. But in Gal 1=' he speaks of 
himself in this period as preaching in Syria and 
Cilicia, which would imply free movement; and 
in Bo 15'® he speaks as having had a career as a 
preacher which began at Jerusalem and extended 
to Illyria. He would be at this time in the current 
of the mission to the Hellenists, which is spoken of 
(Ac IP®'-) and with which Barnabas was fully in 
sympathy. He would be one of the juniors among 
the missionaries ; Ac 13' gives a list of the prophets 
and teachers at Antioch, in which Barnabas has 
the first place and Paul the last. Views would bo 
opening at this time as to the new lands which 
might be visited ; the work to which Barnabas 
and Paul were called may have been already 
present to their minds. 

The second visit to Jerusalem was occasioned, 
Paul says, by a revelation — to whom he does not 
say. Certain persons of less liberal views had 
been visiting Antioch, spying on the liberty which 
prevailed there, which Peter liked at first, till he 
felt upon him the eye of those who came from 
James. Paul went with Barnab.as, rvho was the 
head of the party, and took with him Titus, an 
uncircumcised Christian ; Titus was not com- 
pelled to be circumcised ; the demand made pre- 
viously at Antioch, and now again (if Acts is to 
be believed) at Jeru.salem, was not approved of by 
the church at Jerusalem. 
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No objection was raised to the gospel that Paul 
preached among the Gentiles, though based on 
such dillerent experiences ; if there was anything 
wrong about it, they were to tell him; no new 
limitations were laid on him or, he might have 
said, on Barnabas ; but, when Galatians was 
written, Paul was already separated from Barnabas, 
and so speaks of himself alone. In spite of the 
differences, in both teaching and practice, between 
the churches of Syria and Cilicia and the church 
at Jerusalem, each was recognized as essential to 
the Church, and no schism took place. It was 
agreed that, as Judaism had its scattered members 
throughout the cities of the empire, many of them 
Gentiles, all recognizing Jerusalem as the centre, 
and all contributing to keep up the Temple and 
the sacrilices, so it should be also with tiie new 
Israel. This was what the new agreement came 
to. The success of Paul and his friends in Gentile 
lands could not be denied ; the great church of the 
uncircumcised was a plain fact and had to be 
recognized ; but the financial link was to remain, 
as in the case of the Jewish religion and its 
Temple ; the Gentile churches were to assist the 
finances of the brethren at Jerusalem. Paul says 
nothing of what is so prominent in Acts — the 
regulations laid down at Jerusalem as to the ex- 
tent of observance of the Jewish Law on the 
part of the Gentile Cliristians. And he not only 
does not mention here any such feature of his 
visit to Jerusalem ; he mentions it nowhere in his 
Epistles, noteven in discussing with the Corinthians 
the use by Christians of meat ofiered to idols, and 
we are driven to conclude that no such conditions 
as Acts speaks of were laid down for Paul’s accept- 
ance. They were very likely laid down on 
another occasion, for some particular church or 
set of churches ; the wide-ranging controversy 
which has recently sprung up about them does not 
concern the history of Paul. 

Thus we see that a new combination had so early come to 
pass, and was accepted by the old apostles of Jewish and Gentile 
believers, who agreed to regard what had formerly separated 
them as of no moment compared with the faith of Christ which 
united them. It had come about quietly, and the result which 
the Jewish mission to the Gentiles had arrived at, but failed to 
secure, stood accomplished. The signs and watchwords of this 
union ring through the Epistles. Paul was not the first nor the 
only agent in bringing this change about, but he, more than 
any one else, realized the principles on which it was based, and 
the conflict to secure and establish it fell mainly to him. 

Those on the Jewish side had a good deal to suffer from the 
change ; we have a good example of this in Peter. A generous 
man, but easily frightened in dangerous circumstances, he gave 
his full approval to the continuance of the Gentile churches as 
they were, Jew and Gentile sitting at the same table and eating 
the Eucharist together ; and he showed his approval by himself 
sitting at such a table. But he was not strong enough to shake 
off the influence of James, brought to bear on him through his 
emissaries, and he \vithdrew from the common table, taking his 
fellow- Jews and even Barnabas with him. Thus they did what 
they could to make the Gentile members think that the new 
communion of Jew and Gentile in Christ was a mistake and 
should be given up, and that the Jewish standard of living should 
still be upheld. The speech of Paul which follows is meant for 
the Galatians rather than for Peter. It may be doubted whether 
Paul had so thoroughly matured his doctrine of justification by 
faith at the time of the Antioch incident as he here makes it 
appear, or whether Peter had then arrived at the conviction, 
with which he is credited, of the total insufficiency of the Law 
for salvation. The doctrine of the Thessalonian Epistles, 
written a few years before Galatians, is much less developed on 
this point, and it is probable that Paul’s teaching at this part 
of his career was not yet so angular. The Jewish attack on him 
had not 3 ’et taken place, and we iiiust think that, with Barnabas 
and other missionaries with whom he was associated, he 
preached at this time as he did at Thessalonica, without argu- 
ments from the OT or attacks on the Jeuish Law, warning the 
Gentiles of the coming judgment and pointing to Christ as the 
Sariour from its terrors, dwelling on the requirements of the 
Christian life in various relations, and seeking to build up out 
of the Gentiles whom he had awakened a people who should be 
ready to meet the Lord at His appearing. 

7. First missionary journey . — VTe come now to 
the detailed history of the missions in which Paul 
was engaged. The next fixed date in his history, 
the coming of Gallic to the province of Achaia, wiJI 


be discussed when we deal with that part of the 
narrative. Gallic arrived in A.D. 51, and Paul had 
been there eighteen months before that ; he came 
to Corinth therefore in the early part of tlie year 
50. This gives a space of six years after the 
Jerusalem meeting, which we saw was in a.d. 44. 
In this period we have the incident with Peter at 
Antioch ; then a space of time, which is undefined, 
at Antioch before Barnabas and Paul set out on 
their missionary tour in the interior of Asia Minor ; 
then, after that tour, another period, also undeter- 
I mined, at Antioch ; and then the second journey, 
with Silas, over the same ground across the /Egean 
to Macedonia and as far as Corinth. Broadly 
speaking, the chronology is satisfactozy. The 
detail is well worked out by C. H. Turner, EDB, 
s.v. ‘Chronology.’ 

A point lying at the threshold of the history 
of Paul’s missionary work is his relations to the 
Jewish synagogue, and the position given to him 
in Acts, of turning his back on the synagogue to 
devote himself to the Gentiles. If he felt himself, 
as lie often declares, to be the apostle of the 
Gentiles, and if the Jerusalem apostles, as he tells 
ns, recognized him in that character, then why 
should he address himself to the Jews at all ; and, 
if he went to them, is it possible that he turned 
his back on them, as is repeatedly stated in Acts 
(1346f. 28® 28“'^), with the declaration that it is 
owing to their obstinate unbelief that he does so ? 

Two facts are to be noted as bearing on this 
question. 

(1) Paul probably did not create the missionary 

E rocedure that he followed, hut inherited it. 

Barnabas was an older missionary than he, and so 
were others of whom it is told us (Ac ll’”) tliat at 
Antioch they caiTied on a mission to Hellenists 
(this is a better sxipported reading than ‘ Greeks ’ 
[see above, § 4]). Paul was initiated at Antiooli 
into the procedure of a mission that he did not 
found, and his first journey was in company ivitli 
Barnabas. The Hellenists, or Greek-speaking 
Jews, who were sought at Antioch were to be foimil 
in the synagogues there, and could, if necessary, 
be called out of tlie synagogue to meet by them- 
selves elsewhere, as by Paul at Corinth (Ac 18’) 
and at Ephesus (19®). The missionaries were all 
Jews, full of the new light which in Christ shone 
on the Jewish hope, and they naturally carried 
the tidings of it first to the synagogue in the hope 
that their fellow- Jews would open their hearts to 
it. This was the natural procedure, and Paul kept it. 

(2) The synagogue did, as a fact of history, turn 
away from the gospel, Paul himself seeing on 
many occasions the evidences of this separation, 
which was to him most grievous. He never gave 
up the hope that Israel would accept the gospel, 
and, though he does not call himself debtor to the 
Jews, as he is to Greeks and barbarians (Ro P ), 
he no doubt did for them all that he could, even 
though he felt himself less and less a Jew as life 


vent on. , - t .t „ 

The author of Acts looks on the question O’ 
lews and their rejection of the gospel from another 
mint of view. That rejection is, when he wnms, 
in accomplished fact, and he gives an account 0 
low it came about and how Paul ivas unable w 
irevent it. The explanation that he gives may he 
lompared with that given, not by Luke indehu, 
»ut by Mark and Matthew, in connexion with tne 
caching of Christ in parables. Tlie posing h* p"® 
;ospel from the Jews to the Gentiles is aworchng 
o a divine decree, and is announced in pro- 
ihecy. And Paul is made to declare on severa 
iccasions that it is so. Paul’s own view ol the 
ituation was very different; ^‘6 believed tha 
srael turned away from the gospel in 0™®”!. 
lie Gentiles miglit accept it, and that, when rm- 
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fidlness of the Gentiles had come in, Israel would 
come in too (Ko 11). 

We eec. then, that Paul’s procedure in goin" first to the syna- 
gogue in every new place to which he came arose naturally 
out of the circumstances, and that the speeches put in his 
mouth in Acts, explaining his turning from the Jews to the 
Gentiles with his message, belong to the editor of Acte, not to 
Paul, whose thoughts on the subject were very different. %t1icn 
we come to the narrative of Paul’s missions in Ac 13 f., it con- 
tributes little to our knowledge of his person. Barnabas is 
often named before Paul, and this has led to the hypothesis of 
a Bamabas'Source, which the editor here used. One does not 
look for much originality in a young missionary travelling with 
an older one. On the other hand, if Barnabas is the Zeus of the 
party, Piiid is the Hermes — the chief speaker ; it is he who is tried 
at Lystra. His change of name is e.xplaincd ; instead of Saul he 
is henceforth called Paul ; that also was his name before (see § a). 
That his name is first mentioned in connexion with the interview 
avith the pro-consul of Cyprus, Sergius Paulus, may not have 
much significance ; the missionary, now a traveller, not in the 
East but in lands more immediately connected with Rome, has 
a Roman name. 

Paul takes the lead in dealing with the magician Barjesus 
or Elymas or Eloimas, who has attached himself to the pro- 
consul, and he shows himself not inferior to Peter in dealing 
with such a characterXef. Ac inflicting on him a tempo- 
rary blindness, like that from which he had himself suffered 
before Damascus (Ac 9“^-). Such were the signs and portents 
expected of an apostle (Ac fil-D, 1 Co 6S-6 ; cf. 2 Co 12'2 etc.). 

It cannot be said that the speeches placed in Paul’s mouth in 
these two chapters reveal much of his character. The first is 
delivered in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia, in a scene 
which exhibits well the nature of the audience to be found in 
such a building and, according to Acts, the normal course of 
the missions in such circumstances. The audience is a twofold 
one ; Paul addresses first (Ac IS't) the men of Israel, t.e. the 
born Jews who formed the backbone of the synagogue, and then 
‘those who feared God,’ i.e. the Gentile adherents. P.aul 
knew from his youth the situation that had to be faced. But 
the sermon is wanting in anything distinctively Pauline, and 
closely resembles in its arguments that of Peter in Ac 2, being 
mainly a proof of the resurrection of Jesus from the experience 
of those who accompanied Him from Galilee to Jerusalem and 
who saw the visions of Him after the Crucifixion. The Pauline 
touch attempted (IS^Sk-) is not very’ happy ; the Jews and the 
Gentile adherents are assured that ho who believes in Jesus Is 
justified from all from which they could not be justified by the 
Law of Moses, which implies that the Law of Moses did possess 
some power to justify, but that it required to be supplemented 
by faith in Christ— a doctrine radically different from Paul’s, 
who to the Galatians (Gal 3) and the Corinthians (2 Co 2) held 
up the crucified Christ ns the Being in whom the^- should 
believe and to whom alone they were to look for justification. 
(On the representation of Paul as turning his back on the Jews 
and making their unbelief his excuse for devoting bimself to 
the Gentiles see above.) 

Ifiie sermon at Lystra is lor heathens, and forms a prelude 
to the speech at Athens ^o IT^Jk). Such theistio arguments 
must have been common In Jewish missions to Gentiles, .and 
in Christian polemics they occur frequently ; here, however, we 
have rather the lesson from God’s kindness in ranking the world 
BO suitable lor man’s needs; in Eo 1 Paul argues God's power 
and divinity and worthiness to be served and worshipped. 

The -whole narrative of this journey produces an 
impression of reality, and the elders who are 
elected in each city need not be premature ; 
something of the kind was needed if churches were 
to continue. The geographical and political details 
are correct {see W. M. Ramsay, St. Paul the 
Traveller^, London, 1895, and The Cities of St. 
Paxil, do. 1907). The _ apostles act with great 
courage and determination ; driven from one city, 
they go straight to another and go through the same 
jirocesses ; their message has to be carried every- 
where, and nothing can stop them. Many of the 
hardships and dangers which Paul enumerates in 
2 Co ll-^'^- may have been met with at this time. 
Persecution proceeds mainly from the Jews, who 
follow liim from one city to another, ns Paul himself 
had formerly followed the Christians ; they work on 
(iireek women and on the Gentile population gener- 
ally ; and sometimes the magistrates are induced 
to lend a hand in the work of persecuting. The 
result is that a number of churches of the new kind 
are founded, and that Paul and Bamabas return to 
Antioch with a good account of the blessing which 
has rested on their labours (Ac 14“'-). _ ... 

8. Second missionary journey. — Omitting in tins 
place the account of the Jerusalem meeting which 
IS in the wrong place in Acts and is full of diirieiilty 
and unreality, we come to another story at Antioch 


(15^®) which appears to be t.aken from a dilTerent 
source ; Paul invites Barnabas to revisit the 
brethren in every city where they have preached , 
they agree to do so, but disagree about their travel- 
ling companions, Barnabas wishinjj to take Mark, 
and Paul declaring that he will take any one 
rather than that person who deserted them on 
their former journey. Paul chooses Silas os his 
adjutant — a man of consideration in the mother 
church, but evidentlj’ with liberal sentiment-s. 
Barnabas takes the former route through Cyprus 
with_ Mark, while Paul goes through Syria and 
Cilicia, his old mission-field, and is said to have 
arrived at Derbe and Lystra also, as if he had not 
intended to visit these towns. Nor is anything 
said of his former stay in them. Evidently another 
hand furnished the account of the journey. It is 
a marked feature of the narrative that nothing 
is said of Peter’s visit to Antioch, and that tlie 
breach with Bai-nabas appears to be a pei-sonal 
matter and not a diilerence of principle, as m Gal 2, 

In his journej’ with Silas Paul acts with more 
freedom ; his companion is a Jew, bub Paul is 
distinctlj’ the leading mind of the party. His first 
recorded action nt this point, however, appears 
at first sight reactionary. He finds Timothy at 
Lystra, a young believer, bis mother being a 
Christian Jewess and his father a Greek, wlio liad 
an excellent reputation both at Lj’stra and at 
Iconium, Paul wishes to have him as his com- 
panion along with Silas, and with that view thinks 
it necessary to have him circumcised. Is Timothy 
introduced as a foil to Titus, who, Paul tells us 
(Gal 2®), was not compelled to be circumcised ! 
And was Paul’s act inconsistent with his principles 
as .stated to the Galatians (Gal S®®-) ? It is not 
necessary to think either of these thinM. Paul is 
feeling his way to his later position, but in the 
meantime he has a Jew ns his associate and he 
looks forward to standing in many a sj’nagogue. 
This he could nob do with a man in his company 
who was known to be the son of a heathen father 
and himself uncircumcised. This would have 
scandalized the Jews wherever he went (cf. the 
incident of Trophimus [Ac 21''®'’]), and Paul could 
not alVord to do so. 

As we saw it to be unlikely that Paul ever was a 
party to such an agreement with the Jerusalem 
pillars as Ac 15 speaks of, we must regard it ns 
equally unlikely that ho carried the decrees Avith 
him and handed them to the believers in each toUTi 
that he visited. 

The verecs important for their bearing on 

the Galatians question, and also for what they reveal to us of 
the plans of travel with which Taul set out on this journey. As 
for the first point, we have the stAtement that, after visiting 
Lystra and Derbe (and also Iconium), the party traversed the 
Phrypan nnd Galatic land. This at once mahc-s It impossible 
to regard the churches of these cities na belonging In the 
geography of the writer of Acts to the Galatic land. W. M. 
Itamsay has expended a great deal of foaming and ingenuity 
in the attempt to prove the S. Galatian theory, that these 
are the churches addressed in the Epistle, But the verdict 
of antiquity is against his contention, as arc the words of 
the text before us, which says that it was after touching at 
the cities of Lycaonia and Pisidia that Paul entered Galatia. 
The Oalatm proper, the descendants of the Gauls who entered 
Asia Minor in 2SG B.C,, dwelt farther to the north, and after 
visiting these cities one had to pass through Phrygia to reach 
them. It Is true that the towns of N. Galatia were Jess consider- 
able than those of Lycaonia ; still there wore tornis. And Acts 
recognizes that Paul did visit parts of Asia Minor of which little 
is known. After leaving Antioch for Ephems (IS^, be is again 
said to have visited the Galatic land and Phrygia (confirming 
all the disciples in these regions), in a different order this time, 
and (inl) he Is said to have paf^cd through the ‘ upper parts* 
before he came to Ephesus. There is accordingly room in the 
narrative, and room in the chronology, for visits to the K. 
Galatians. 

Ac IC** gives the reason why Paul visited Galatia on t!;e 

i oumey with Silas. U was not his original Intention to do so ; 
ic wished after Derbe and Lj*stra and Iconium to go to * Aria,* 
i,e. the region in wdilch Ephesus wa.**, on the shores of the 
Aegean. This plan might appear to him, when he first con- 
ccivod it, to be a hold one ; tnc number of Jews at Ephesus was 
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very large, and the town was in communication hy road and by 
eea with erery part of the world. But the missionaries were 
prevented by the Holy Ghost from preaching the word in Asia. 
In which of the party the will of the Holy Ghost declared itself 
we are not told, nor whether the divine voice coincided with 
any positive obstacle. The route was changed and the party 
went northwards as far as the latitude of Jlysia, their idea being 
now to enter Bithynia on the southern shore of the Euxine. 
But this plan also was disapproved of by the Spirit, which 
clearly declared itself and could not be disobeyed (v. 1 ). The 
only thing left was to make for the coast, not as at Ephesus, 
where one was still among a multitude of Jews, but at a point 
where Europe was close at hand and everything spoke of a 
purely Gentile mission. This part of the journey is reported 
in a very different way from that which comes afteru’ards in 
Europe, and, we must presume, by one who did not make it 
along with Paul ; but what we seem to apprehend in the enig- 
matic sentences is a desire on Paul’s part, which ho identified 
with the principle inspiring him, to press forward to see what 
could be done in new lands. The conviction was no doubt 
already stirring rvithin him to which in his Epistles he gives 
such forcible expression, that the world of the Gentiles was his 
province, and the desire to traverse the whole of it before the 
Master should descend from the skies. He must not build 
on another man’s foundation. He tells the Corinthians that 
he feels bound to spread the gospel even beyond Corinth 
(2 Co lOW lOj. He tells the Romans that he has often proposed to 
come to them, but has always been prevented (Ro 113), that the 
desire has been with him for many years to come to them, when 
he travels to Spain (Ro 1633f.). This desire maj' have been in 
his mind, at least in germ, since he left Antioch, no longer as 
a junior missionary travelling with a senior, but as the leader 
of a party and free to choose his own route, debtor now not to 
the Jews, but to Greeks and barbarians (Ro li'*). 

9 . The gospel in Europe. — From the point of the 
crossing into Europe ive feel that we are on more 
solid historical ground. Here we come to a piece of 
the journal that one of his companions kept, and of 
which four fragments are preserved in Acts. It 
happened to the author of Acts, as to other 
historians of antiquity, that he found his work 
made easier by a document drawn up at the time 
by a companion of his hero, which gave a bare 
sketch of the marked features of the hero’s career 
to be filled in afterwards. This document, which 
announces itself where the narrative is in the first 
person plural, and may also underlie other portions 
of Acts, was for the most jiart a bald precis of 
routes and dates, hut sometimes tells an interest- 
ing story of the journey, or even broadens out into 
a connected narrative. The ivriter shows little 
perception of Paul’s great character or of the 
features of his thought which were to work so 
powerfully in the world in after times, and he 
seems to have known nothing of any of the Epistles 
or of the attacks and persecutions that called them 
forth. His name is hidden from us ; there are 
fewer difficulties about Luke than about any other 
of Paul’s companions, but about him too there are 
difficulties. 'The author of Acts uses this ivork as 
he used the Gospel of Mark for the Third Gospel, 
with the utmost skill, bringing it into his own 
style and his own vocabulary (see J. C. Hawkins, 
HorcB Sifnopticce, Oxford, 1909, and A. Harnack, 
Luke the Physician, Eng. tr., London, 1907, for the 
proof of this). For the skeleton which he provided 
of Paul’s route, chronology, and work, from the 
time of his entering Europe, no thanks are too great. 

The party had a fair wind to carry them over to 
Europe, and were only one night on board their 
vessel. In Europe their programme is the same 
as in Asia. A party of Jews, they announce them- 
selves in every town where they amve to the 
Jewsh synagogue, if there is one ; and in several 
of the Maceuonian towns they are warmly received 
and succeed in founding a church with wliich Paul 
remains long afterwards on terms of intimacy and 
affection. He desires to visit them again (1 Th 
2^’'-) ; he does visit them again (Ac 20*"®) ; he sends 
trusted friends to encourage them and to bring 
hun reports of them ; they on their side take a 
warm interest in him, send contributions to help 
him until his expenses (Ph 4“'^®), and back him up 
with material aid and by sending delegates to help 
in his charitable schemes (2 Co 8 f.). I 


The letters which he -ivrote to the Macedonian 
churches are more charming than any others- 
these churches were not tom by controversy or 
scandal, nor did they ask a multitude of ques- 
tions; they were happy in their attachment to 
Christ and His apostle, and u-illing to be led in 
the path of duty. These Macedonian Gentile 
Christians (they were nearly all Gentiles) were the 
right material to make Christian churches— free 
from intellectual conceit, earnest, simple-minded, 
yet capable of great enthusiasm and ready for 
practical sacrifices. From the time of his arrival 
in Europe light is shed on the Apostle’s history 
from his own Epistles as Avell as from the Acts ; 
we hear from himself what he preached in this and 
that place, how his message was received, what he 
had to congratulate himself on about his converts, 
and what obstacles he met. 

Acts gives a Batisfactoty account of — '' ‘ ' 

the journey. Paul followed the great T 
way- from Asia to Rome, and we may coujeciure timi aume was 
already in his eye. In Ro 113 he tells us that he hod often, 
before he wrote that great Epistle, cherished the intention of 
going there, and been prevented from doing so. His going to 
Athens and Corinth may have been outside of his original plan. 
He stayed at Philippi and at Thessalonica, where there were 
colonies of Jews ; at Amphipolis and Apollotiia he did not linger ; 
they may have had no synagogue. At Philippi there seems to 
hni’e been only a small number of Jews, and the Jews were not 
popular ; Paul had to suffer for the unpopularity of his country- 
men. The only person named of those who adhered to him is 
Lydia, a lady with a business in expensive goods and occupying 
a large house, a Gentile adherent of the humble Jemsh com- 
munity which held its meetings at the riverside. The Jews do 
not appear to have made any trouble ; and Lydia pressed the 
whole party of the missionaries to stay in her house. The 
trouble which arose at Philippi was due to Paul’s interference 
with an industry connected with heathenism. A girl who 
believed herself to be possessed by a spirit (and was perhaps a 
ventriloquist) which enabled her to answer inquiries made to 
her noticed Paul coming and going between the town and the 
place of prayer, and had a glimmer of the meaning of the move- 
ment that he carried on ; and, in the exercise of her calling, 
took to shouting it out after the party. A Gentile could speak 
of the most high God and of the way of salvation as well ns a 
Jew. Paul treated her as possessed and pronounced the Ohrls^ 
ian exorcism on the spirit that haunted her, and she immedi- 
ately lost faith in herself (Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller, p. 
216) and censed to utter any more oracles. Her enraged owners 
at once brought the missionaries before the magistrates, accusing 
them of preaching an illicit doctrine. The^ were Jews and^the 
accusers were Romans ; J ' -” ' 

strange religious practices ' 

thus charged against the 
at Thessalonica (Ac 173), 1 - ' 

in competition with the emperor — a charge often brought 
against the Christians afterwards when they refused to burn 
incense to the image of the emperor as Lord, and said that the}* 
had another Lord, Jesus Christ (see G. A. Deissmann, Light from 
the Anoient East, pp. 353-363). The magistrates acted at once 
and ordered a beating and imprisonment. The story of the 
escape from prison is to a large extent credible (cl. Rampy, 
St. Paul the Traveller, p. 220 f.); the jailer’s question is just 
what he would ask if he believed what the possessed girl saiu 
about the apostles. Codex D ascribes the sudden resolution of 
the magistrates in the morning to release Paul and Silas to their 
having heard about the earthquake. But they might feel thp 
they had acted hastily. They had not heard the accused m 
their own defence, and had made no proper inquiry as to tneir 
status. Paul, always master of his situation, showed them now 
wrong they had been, but could not refuse to leave the town. 
For the impression that the ill-treatment made on his mind 
see 1 Th 2 - 35 . But a work had been done at Philppi from 
which he was to have much satisfaction ; a church of Gentiles 
had been founded, which never forgot him. 

10 . Paul’s earliest Epistle. — ^At Thessalonica 
there was also a synagogue, and Paul is said to 
have preached there for three weeks. The first 
Epistle suggests a longer stay. _ , 

We follow Acts in the narrative of the_ external 
facts of the mission in this place now, in a new 
way, so famous. Paul was here to find persecution 
at the hands of Jews, already sp well Kno\ra w 
him in Asia Minor. His work in the sTOagoCTe 
met at first with some success ; a limited 
of Jews were converted, a larger number of 
‘God-fearers,’ and many of the leading women o 
the place. Of the Gentiles "'i'o, 
from heathenism to Chnstianity (1 Th 1 ) there 
is no mention in Acts. The flonnshing work enoeo 
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abruptly. The Jews, enraged at the acceptance 
by so many leading Gentile supporters of a doctrine 
that they profoundly distrusted, collected a number 
of idlers in the street and stirred up a tumult as they 
well knew how. As they eould not lay hold of the 
missionaries to place them before the town meeting 
(Thessalonioa was a Greek to^vn -vnth its oum 
magistrates), they seized Jason (the name is Greek, 
but was borne by many Jews), their host, and some 
other believers (cf. Ko 16=') and took them to the 
magistrates, to whom they represented the Christian 
movement as a political crime, a disorderly treason 
against the emperor, which had been engineered, 
they said, all over the world, and was now brought 
to Thessalonica. The magistrates took up the 
charge, but refused to help the work of persecution ; 
all that they did was to take bail of Jason and the 
other persons accused. But the apostles could not 
remain in the place ; their converts sent them away 
by night to Beroea, which was not on the Egnatian 
road. Paul’s route may have been deflected by 
this adventure. At Beroea the apostles were well 
received in the synagogue, the members of which 
were set on a coiirse of study of the books of the 
OT to satisfy themselves that the message brought 
them had a foundation in these venerable writings. 
There were Jews who believed and 'not a few 
Greek women of distinction and men.’ But the 
persecution of Thessalonica came after them to 
Beroea, using the same procedure and making it 
impossible for Paul at least to remain there. Silas 
and Timothy stayed, but Paul was conducted by 
some of his converts as far as Athens, whether 
by sea or by land is doubtful, the convojung party 
taking back a message to Silas and Timothy to 
follow him as soon as possible. 

The First Epistle to the Thessaloni.ws (the earliest Christian 
writing) was written in the name of Paul and Silas and Timothy, 
united again at Corinth after various Joui-neyincs (IThSif-fi, 
Ac 185). Timothy had Joined Paul at Athens, but had been 
dispatched again to Thessalonica before the reunion of the 
party at Corinth. The Thessalonian church was composed as a 
whole of Gentiles who came straight from the service of idols to 
the gospel (1 Th 18). These Gentiles felt Paul's summons irre- 
sistible and threw themselves wth enthusiasm into the service 
of the living God, arrested by the tidings that the Divine Judg- 
ment was on the point of taking place, and by tlie hope that 
those who believed in Jesus Clirist would And Him a Saviour 
from the judgment and the destruction of that awful hour. 
Christ was to descend from heaven ; His coming would bo 
sudden, and those who sought to bo saved by Him must keep 
themselves prepared, since ail depended on their being ready 
for Him when He came. The Spirit which had come to them 
must bo diligcntlv fostered and obeyed ; they must be full of 
faith, of hope, and of active charity. They must bo prepared 
for persecution, of which they had already had some experience ; 
they must aim at the strictest purity and the most irreproach- 
able conduct. Only in that way could they make sure of the 
bright pros]'>ect that shone on them and enable the Apostle to 
look forward to presenting them as his glory and joy to the 
Saviour when He came. At Thessalonica for the first time we 
make acquaintance with Paul ns a craftsman, refusing to take 
advantage of the convention according to which the apostles of 
the Christian community were entitled to be supported by the 
churches. The rule is broken In favour of the Philippinns 
(Pli 415), who send him_ h ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ice. but 

with this exception it is ' ' ll‘;*8). 

No one is to charge eithc ■ ‘ . g with- 

out n sound financial basis. He seems to have sat at his bench 
or at his loom (it is impossible to say which) talking to all avlio 
came, and urging them individually to keep themselves ready 
for the coming of the Saviour and free from all reproach in the 
eyes of a hostile world. He was n nurse to the converts, en- 
couraging and comforting them and guiding their halting steps 
in the practices of the Christian life ; ho was a pattern to them 
of all that they had to do, and he finds much good to say of 
their enthusiasm and constancy. 

II. The speech at Athens. — Timothy did at 
last join Paul at Athens, and was sent by him back 
to Thessalonica (1 Th S'*'), where he himself was 
forbidden to appear (3®"“). Silas also joined him 
before 1 Thessalonians was disp.atched (P) ; accord- 
ing to Ac 18’, they both reioined him at Corinth. 
TIio letter, written when Paul was no longer at 
Athens, is in the name of all the three. It is when 
both ins associates are absent that he encounters 
the nliilosophcrs at Athens, and before the Areo- 


pagus, the highest court and one specially attend- 
ing to the afiairs of religion, delivers the famous 
speech of Ac 17, which it is our duty to examine. 
According to E. Norden, whose most interesting 
book, Agnostos Theos (Leipzig, 1913), places every 
feature of the story and the speech in a clear light 
as to its relation to the general religious movement 
of that age, there is little that can be reg.arded 
as belonging authentically to Paul either in the 
situation or in the speech. The inscription of an 
altar is often used in Greek antiquity as the text 
of a philosophical or religious discussion or address. 
Athens is praised for its religiousness by Apollonius 
(Philostratus, vi. 3) as by Paul, and for a similar 
reason, that altars are erected there to unknown 
gods. This striking similarity of expression is 
taken by Norden to establish a literary relation 
between Apollonius and Acts; Apollonius is a 
travelling missionary whose aim it is to draw men 
away from idolatry and fix their thoughts on the 
true God; he also visited Athens; tliough the 
date of his visit cannot be fixed, it would certainly 
fall before the writing of Acts. The type of tlio 
speech bears analogies also with other religious 
utterances of that day. It is in lino witli other 
appeals to the heathen to open their minds to the 
true knowledge of God and to forsake idolatry. 
Nordra places before us a speech from Poimandres 
to this eftect, an Ode of Solomon, a piece of the 
Preaching of Peter, and a piece of the Preaching of 
Barnabas, and contends that the speech to the 
Areopagus is an address placed in Paul’s mouth 
such as was customary in that ago in the month 
of the missionary of monotheism, whetlier Jew, 
Greek, or Cliristian. In all these appeals Stoical 
notions appear — that God is not in need of any- 
thing, thnb_ God is not to be worshipped in the 
way of sacrifice, that God’s goodness and care of 
man are evident in the worlis of creation, in the 
provision made to supply the wants of His creatures, 
and in His creation of man with such a nature that 
he should feel constrained to seek after liis Maker. 
The blending of Jewisli with Stoic thought was 
singularly ellective in this whole argument, and 
meets us in all the philosopliical and religious 
thought of the period (cf. Bo 1, Ac 14). But what 
of the inscription that Paul is said to have seen at 
Athens, ‘to the Unknown God’? Philostratus 
sneaks of altars at Athens to ‘ unknown gods ’ in 
the plural. Pausanias attests a similar inscription 
in the neighbourliood of Athens, and Jerome tliinks 
that the inscription to which Paul refers was not in 
the words that lie gives, but 'to the gods of Asia 
and Europe and Afnca, gods unknown and foreign.’ 
The inscription in the singular is found only in 
tins passage in Acts. The unknown (3od spoken 
of is not simply the God of Judaism. That being 
was spoken of m the Greek and Koman philosophi- 
cnl circles not as nnlcnomi, but as mysterious, 
unrepresented, doTjAot. In Gnostic writings the 
unknown God is frequcntlj' addressed as the 
highest being of the various systems. "The term 
was well-known in the time of Paul, thongli it did 
not appear as the inscription of an altar. 

■ If Norden_ is riglit in this, the writer of Acts 
supplied the inscription as a text for Paul’s address, 
which consists largely of the sentiments of Stoicism 
and is furnished with a quotation from a Stoic 

f ioet. The idea of a trial is not very closely nd- 
icred to, though a charge is mentioned, sinulnr to 
that brought against Socrates, tlmt he introduced 
nc\y deities. These are Jc-sus and Resurrection, 
which in Acts is Paul’s main doctrine. Paul does 
not mention any charge, hat delivers hiinsclf, as 
other missionaries did, of a disconrso against 
idolatry, and ends with a Cliristian conclusion on 
the Judgment and the Messiah. The speech is 
kept admirably in the required tone and setting, 
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nx are all the speeches in Acts. Yet only a small 
success is claimed for Paul in this city of dilettantes 
and idlers. Only a few converts were made, and the 
.A.postle went, after an unsatisfactory visit, to a 
very different scene of labour — the busy harbour 
town of Corinth, where also (this may have been in 
his thoughts) there was abundant opportunity of 
travelling to Rome, and the call of the metropolis 
grew in insistence. 

12. Hostility of the Jews. — ^We have come to 
the point at which Paul's own letters begin to shed 
abundant light on his history. Those to Thessal- 
onica were written from Corinth in his early days 
there, and afford important suggestions as to what 
he felt his position to be at this time. As we saw 
above, 1 Thessalonians gives a satisfactory account 
of his missionary aims and practice ; but it also 
affords hints as to his inner history which are not 
to be neglected. Up to this time he had stayed 
only a short time in any one place, and the reason 
was that the hostility of the Jews everjnvhere 
broke out against him and compelled his removal. 
In the following part of his career he spent years 
instead of Aveeks with a newly-founded church, 
detaching himself early from the synagogue and 
devoting himself in some other building to his 
work in a community composed chiefly of Gentiles. 
The reason of this change is not far to seek. In 
1 Th 2“'^®, a passage ivhich many scholars have 
regarded Avith suspicion as being alien to Paul’s 
temper and probably an interpolation, but AA'hich 
can be amply justified on historical grounds, Paul 
considers the inveterate hostility Avdth which the 
Jews regard and treat him. The JeAvs, Avho killed 
the Lord Jesus and the prophets, have also perse- 
cuted him and forced him aAvay from what he Avas 
trying to do for the Gentiles. They do not Avish 
him to preach to the Gentiles ; they do not Avish 
the Gentiles to be saved. It all proves the con- 
trariness of their nature ; they are contrary to all 
men. It proves that they are filling up their cup, 
and that the day of vengeance must soon come for 
them, since they set themselves to oppose the clear 
Avill of God for the salvation of the Gentiles, 

The hatred of the JcAvsfor Paul Avas one of the 
most poAverful, external, determining causes bear- 
ing on his history. It had already deflected his 
journey and made it impossible for him to go back, 
at least meanAvhile, to Thessalonica, though Silas 
and Timothy Avere still free to go there ; and, as 
Acts shoAvs, it was to pursue him to the end. What 
Avas the cause of their seeing in him their arch- 
enemy ? The accusations Avhich they brought 
against him to the magistrates at Thessalonica 
and Corinth do not make this clear. It Avas not as 
an insurrectionary against the Roman power that 
they hated him, though that charge Avas made 
against him, as it had been against Christ. Nor 
Avas it that he preached Jesus as the Messiah ; his 
felloAV-missionaries did that too. Nor Avas it in 
the first place that he drew away from them the 
rich and influential adherents of their synagogues, 
though that Avas no doubt a bitter experience for 
them. They bore him a special personal hatred ; 
and the reason Aidiy they did so is revealed to us 
afterivards AA’hen Ave come to his last visit to Jeru- 
salem, They saw in him the enemy of their Law, 
Avho Avas seeking to draAV the JeAvs aivay from their 
national observances, bidding them give up circum- 
cising their children and abjure the religious 
practices of Judaism (Ac 21®'- ^ 25®). _ This is 

Avhat underlies the charge (Ac 17®'’) in which Paul 
already bears the character, reported about him 
from synagogue to synagogue, of a deliberately 
subversive and dangerous teacher. We do not doav 
inquire hoAv much of this Avas true; the conse- 
quences to Paul of its being made were very serious 
and made it difficult for him to carry on his mission I 


as before. He began his Avork both at Corinth 
and at Ephesus in the JeAvish symagogue, but he 
Avas inevitably thrust more and more into the arms 
of the Gentiles, A\’ho heard him readily and Aidth 
whom he felt himself at home. He Avas confirmed 
in his apostleship to them ; his absences from the 
East greAV longer. As his oato nation thrust him 
aAvay from them, and his AAmrk among the Gentiles 
Avas full of interest, he must have felt himself less 
and less a Jbav. When he counts up in Ro his 
obligations to his felloAvmen, it is of the Gentiles 
that he thinks ; he is debtor to Gentiles of eA’ery 
class, but he does not say that he is debtor to 
the JeAvs. 

13. Order of the Epistles. — We may here say 
a AA’ord as to the order of the Epistles AAdiich are 
chiefly to direct us in the rest of this article. 

1 Corinthians Avas Avritten from Ephesus in the 
spring of the year 54, after Paul had been there 
nearly tAvo years and three months, besides mak- 
ing a journey to the East and very likely other 
journeys. 

Noav, 1 Corinthians has a subject in common AA-ith 
Galatians, 2 Corinthians, and Romans — a practical 
subject Avhich it appears unlikely that Paul Avould 
leave in suspense for a number of years, viz. the 
collection that he instituted in Galatia, Macedonia, 
and Greece on behalf of the poor saints at Jeru- 
salem. In Galatians he intimates that be is bound 
to do something of this kind. He does not in that 
Epistle suggest the practical steps that the Gala- 
tians are to take in that direction, but in 1 Corin- 
thians he tells us that he has made the suggestion 
in Galatia Avhich he noAV makes at Corinth. _ In 

2 Corinthians there is much more on the subject, 
and Romans is Avritten AA’hen he is just about to 
start for Jerusalem, carrying the money Avith him. 
Galatians appears to have been Avritten before 
2 Corinthians, In both the Apostle deals Avith 
attacks made on him and Avith designs made on 
his church in his absence ; of these attacks there 
is little evidence in 1 Corinthians, and it seem>. 
reasonable to think that Galatians Avas Avritten be- 
tAveen the two Corinthian Epistles; the doctrine 
of all three is closely similar. In Romans that 
doctrine is set forth in a more developed and calmer 
statement. We go on to look at the history as 
set before us in these Epistles and in the relevant 
statements in Acts. 

14. The Corinthian Epistles. — Acts 18 shows 
us Paul at Corinth, Avith its predominantly Greek 
population, its tendency to talk, its love of poetry, 
its quick-Avitted application of principles even to 
extremes, its susceptibility to religious impressions. 
He lives Avith a Jewish family avIao folloAV the 
same trade as he does, and he goes, as he scarcely 
could do otherwise, to the synagogue to make a 
beginning. He has some success at first, but 
on the arrival of Silas and Timothy he comes to 
closer quarters AAuth the Jews, and a breach soon 
takes place, Paiil forsaking the synagogue m Ins 
place lor preaching, and opening another 
close to it in the house of Titus Justus, a ‘ God- 
fearer. ’ His preaching goes on for eighteen months, 
till a neAv proconsul arrives at Corinth, bmore 
Avhom the Jcavs accuse him of preaching an lUicit 
religion. Gallic sees that no crime is charged 
against Paul, that the dispute is entirely one of 
the JeAvish religion, and declines to interfere, con- 
sidering the matter, quite rightly, outside his 
jurisdiction. 

The First Epistle to the Corinthians v.-as written fear years 
after the foundation of the church and gives few details o tw 
outward circumstances, being entirely occupied with question 
which had newly arisen. A few facts of the early d^s 01 
the foundation do, however, appear. Paul came to Oonntn 
somewhat depressed, but with a definite idea in j’j® 
of what he had to preach to such a community and of me 
standards that he had to put before them. Apiong the Ims 
things that he stated to them were the great facts about Cnnsr 
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(1 Co 15) : that He died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
that He was buried, and that He was raised up on the third day, 
according to the Scriptures. This shows Paul’s method ; he 
took ins stand on the books ot the Old Covenant, and brought 
forward tlie texts which showed the death of Christ for our 
sins, and His resurrection, to have been foretold in these old 
writings. The faith ot Christ is not a thing of yesterday ; it is 
the continuation and the culminating point ot the dealings of 
God with man which began in Abraham and were continued in 
the prophets. So tar is the faith ot Christ from being merely a 
mystery-religion— one in which the suggestive acts done were 
everything — that it was from the first a religion of a book, 
based on the promises of God, to be found in its main features 
in the prophets. This is the secret of what appears at first 
sight to be Paul's immense self-confidence. It is the momentum 
of the OT religion that carries him forward ; it is the system of 
God’s promises, ot the prophetic declarations that he adminis- 
ters, in a career that nothing can withstand. It the Apostle is 
asked what is his principal doctrine, his answer is ready ; he 
c.ame to Corinth determined ‘ to know nothing but Jesus Christ 
and him crucified ’ (fi-^) — to preach Jesus ns the Messiah, ns all 
the apostles did, but a Messiah crucified, who, by a supreme act 
of love, gives Himself up tor the salvation of men and now calls 
on them to take advantage ot the surrender made for them. 
This is the way of s.aIvation that Paul placed before the 
Corinthians, knowing well that it had no philosophy to recom- 
mend it, and that Jews must regard it with prompt aversion. 
God, however, had chosen this way to save men, and it had 
virtue in it ; the divine purpose was accomplished in it in spite 
of every objection and ot the absence ot rhetoric on the part of 
the preaclier. No show of wisdom or ornament ot words was 
wanted when this weapon was employed. It was a power of 
God, a miracle, and the use ot it was promptly followed by 
miraculous effects on the hearers ; the Spirit at once came to 
them, with His gilts. 

Paul no doubt appeared to those who heard him at Corinth 
ns one ot the company of those who at this time were brinring 
Eastern religions to the West, and proclaiming not only a 
Supreme Deity but a Deity of the second rank ns well, a being 
whohad died and risen again. The Apostle'spreaching, however, 
was immediately successful. Once separated from the numbing 
influence of the synagogue, and yilaced on its own independent 
basis, tlie church quickly realized itself and became conscious 
of its powers. It numbered few persons ot distinction ; but 
among the few names preserved of the first believers are those 
of people in good station. Aquiia and Priscilla are especially 
to be mentioned: Grispus had been a head of the syna- 
gogue and was baptized by Paul's own hands p'f) along rvith 
his family (Ac ISS), as also were Gains, n prominent Christian 
(Ho 105i>), and Stephanas, whose bouse was the firstfruits ot 
Achaia (1 Co 16'5), Erastus, the town-chamberlain, may be 
added (Ro lO'-^s), Jfost of the members were of the class of 
shop-keepers and artisans, whose income varied from week to 
week. Paul, it is true, says that more might be expected of 
them financially than of the brethren of Macedonia (2 Co 8f.). 
Jfost were Greeks, but there were also Jews among them, and 
slaves too in their number. And, as the church was composed 
of very different elements, it developed what appear to us to be 
strange freaks of opinion and conduct. Ot any settled constitu- 
tion there is little trace. Baptism is into the name of Christ; 
any one apparently could administer it. The Lord’s Supper, 
ns the Corinthians at first took it, a-as equaily formless. It 
resembled the common meal ot a Greek club, each member 
bringing to it his own provisions. It is held, indeed, by O. F. G. 
lleinricil that the Greek club provided the form on which the 
Greek churches were at first constituted, and it seems very 
natural that a body that \ras a revolt from the synagogue 
should avail itself ot the easy and flexible arrangements usual 
in the country. Office-bearers do not appear in the Corinthian 
Epistles. The nearest approach to them is in the case of 
Stephanas and his household, whose services to the church arc 
held up by the Apostle as entitling them to consideration and 
influence in it (1 Co IfifS). The church is a pure democracy 
with the Apostle, its father, founder, planter, above it and con- 
necting it in an informal way with other churches. lYhcn any 
serious question arises, it is to him that they turn, there being 
no constituted authority short of him. Every matter is brought 
to him ; when absent, he is still watching them and informed 
about them by many a chance comer or messenger, writing to 
tlicm and receiving letters from them. (For the occasion that 
called forth the Second Epistle see S i8.) 

IS. Third missionary journey. — Paul remained 
at Corinth for some time after the attack on him 
before Gallio and then set sail for Syria, in the 
company of Aquiia and Priscilla ; tvo are not 
told on what errand this journey was undertaken. 
Ephesus, where he landed, was the capital of that 
Asia where ho had formerly desired to preach 
(Ac 16®). Tiiis time the desire was gratified, but 
notliing is told us except that in the synagogue, 
where ho. began his work, he was asked to return 
and s.aid he would do so. Of the further journey 
to Syria also little is heard. Jerusalem is not spoken 
of, though it may he inferred from the phrase ' he 
went up’ (Ac IS"), nor is any object for going 

1 Hrifdruiip dfr Kcrinthtrlricfe, Berlin, IBSO-Si. 
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there ; and Codex D says at 19' that he wished 
to go to Jerusalem but was speciallj- prevented by 
the Spirit from doing so. He landed ac Cmsarea 
and stayed, after a visit to J erusalem (if there was 
one), some time at Antioch, from which city he set 
out, probably in spring, on the return journey, 
passing through the Galatian country and Phrygia, 
which are mentioned in a dilferent order from tliat 
in ch. 16, where the same journey was made before. 
He is also said (19') to have traversed ‘ the 
upper regions ’ before arriving at Ephesus again. 
The writer of Acts has not much information 
about this journey ; there is room for the surmise 
of those wlio hold the N. Galatian theory, that it 
maj’ have included the second visit to the churches 
of Galatia (Gal 4”). 

After Paul’s return to Ephesus from the East he 
went to the S3'nagogue again and continued preach- 
ing there for three montlis (Ac 19®). The accus- 
tomed Jewish hostility was longer in breaking out 
here than in other places, hut break forth it did ; 
‘the waj’’ — the new plan of cultivating the 
Gentiles without asking them to live as Jews — 
aroused here also hitter animosity, which was ex- 
pressed even to the heathen crowds in the street. 
Paul therefore ‘ separated the disciples,’ as he had 
done at Corinth, and gave daily lectures in the 
school of Tj'ranuus (Cod. D adds, ‘ from the fifth 
to the tenth hour,’ i.e. after the hours of business). 
The anecdotes of Ephesns which follow in Acts 
need not detain us ; Paul claims (2 Co 12'®) that 
the signs of an apostle are not wanting in his 
ministrj', and there is humour in the overthrow 
of the heathen exorcists who tr}’ to use the name 
of Christ ns an instrument, and in the ruin of 
Ephesian magic and the burning of the magical 
books that takes place in the gi-eat stronghold of 
magic in contact with the gospel (Ac Ifi'®*'®). 

When the soul-shaking e.'cperiences at Ephesns 
took place, to which reference is made in both the 
Corinthian Epistles, cannot be made out. Paul 
‘ fought with beasts at Ephesus ’ (1 Co 15*®). Were 
this to be taken literally, he could scarcely have 
been alive afterwards to speak of it. In 2 Co 1®*" 
he speaks of a situation in which he despaired of 
life and was compelled to set his trust in God who 
raises the dead. Acts contains nothing to justifj’ 
these phrases. In the story of the tumult about 
the silver images of Diana (19®®"'-) Paul is dis- 
suaded by his friends, the Asinrehs, from going to 
the theatre and facing the mob; and the end of 
1 Cor. is written in a calm atmosphere, and bj- one 
who is able to determine his movements a long 
way ahead. Timothy is to be sent hack to him at 
Ephesns. And the perilous passage of which he 
speaks must have been behind him when he wrote 

1 Cor., which was written at the same time as the 
dispatch of Timothy, but was not carried by him, 
for it gives instmetions as to his reception. 

i6. New Judaizing opposition. — The dispatch 
of the first Epistle did not make an end of the 
troubles in the Corinthian church, but tlie new 
ti-onhies were dilierent from the old. From 
Ephesns Paul paid a second visit to Corinth 
(2 Co 13''-), which did not end happilj- ; it was 
followed by another letter, described in 2 Co 

2 and 7, and said to have been written with tears. 
Trouble sjirnng up for the Apostle at this period 
in another part of his mi.«S!onary field. It was n 
trouble that was bound to come ; the false brethren, 
of whom Paul speaks in connexion with the Jeru- 
.salem meeting, found their ojiportunity in the mixed 
churches ; of these there were now more, and the 
desire to make mischief in them had not censed. 
The Apostle now came to be confronted with 
adversaries who were not Jews hut Chri.stian 
believers; but they believed in Christ as the 
hlessiah of the Jews, who had been a Jew, and 
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they wished the Law to continue in honour. They 
desired the promises to he confined to Abraham’s 
chUdren, and one was not in their eyes fully a 
child of Abraham rvithout circumcision and observ- 
ance of the religious customs of the Jews; they 
would not eat with Gentiles ; they required that 
the Gentile who became a Christian should become 
a Jew at the same time. On these terms the 
Christian mission would have been condemned, 
like the Jervish mission which preceded it, to per- 
petual sterility. They went great lengths in 
their copti’oversy ; at Ephesus we read of their 
denouncing Paul to the Gentiles, as if it were 
better not to be a Christian at all than to be a 
Christian on his terms. 

In Ac 17®'' 18’® we have the character repre- 
8ented_ to us that Paul had in the eyes of the 
Jews, in Ac 2P’ the character that he bore in the 
OTes of the J ervish Christians a year or two later. 
The persecution which he had to endure from the 
Jewish Christians was as hard to bear as that of 
the Jews, and has left a distinct trace on his 
writings. They could not beat him or stone him, 
but they had access to his churches and could 
poison the minds of his converts against him and 
could urge them to desert him. As a fact, they 
did belittle his authority, his work, his preaching 
— both the style and the substance of it — his 
personal appearance, his motives. They denied 
his apostleship, which, it is true, rested on no 
formal nomination by other apostles; they said 
that he set himself up as an apostle and had no 
right to do so. They did not directly controvert 
his teaching, not even his Christology, so much as 
place in competition with it their own simpler 
doctrine, which had no Cross in it and called for 
practical obedience to an ancient system rather 
than a mere faith and receptiveness. 

This aversion to Paul must have been growing since the time 
of his mission at Antioch, and it broke out in serious attempts 
In two of his churches about the same time. A number of 
indications combine to lead us to regard the Galatian and the 
second Corinthian Epistles as written almost at the same time. 
In both the collection is urged ; Gal 68- lo urges liberality to 
Christian teachers, but goes on to urge liberality to all 
one’s fellow-Christians. And, it Gal 4 W is to be taken in its 
natural sense, ‘I preached to you the former time,' f.e. on the 
earlier of two occasions of his preaching to them, and not, ns 
Kirsopp Lake proposes,! on only one former occasion, then the 
Epistle must come after the visit to Galatia of Ac and 
belong to the residence at Ephesus. In both Epistles we hear 
of ‘another gospel’ which is preached by' intruders; in both 
the two Covenants are contrasted with each other, one making 
for freedom, the other (evidently that favoured by the intruders) 
for servitude. Of the agents of this invasion the Corinthian 
Epistle gives the clearer picture. The intruders at Corinth are 
men who pride themselves, as Paul himself does, on their pure 
Jewish lineage ; yet they are good speakers to a Greek audience. 
They belong therefore, it seems probable, like Paul himself, to 
the Diaspora, and have laid themselves out, as he has, lor a 
mission to the Greeks. ’There is no reason to think that they 
came from Jerusalem or were countenanced by the apostles 
there. There is plenty of evidence that the Jews of the Diaspora 
were as narrow and bigoted as those of Palestine, and the 
Diaspora Christians could show on occasion the same character. 

17. The Epistle to the Galatians. — The begin- 
ning of the Epistle to the Galatians is austere. 
Paul’s apostleship is impugned and he writes 
himself down in liis opening words as apostle 
by special divine arrangement, ‘not of man nor 
through man but by revelation of Jesus Christ.’ 
The writer then goes into a historical statement 
to show how independent he is of any human 
authority. It was not man that instructed him, 
but God that revealed His Son in him ; lie kept 
away from Jerusalem for three years after his 
conversion ; neither the apostles nor the churches 
of Judma were much concerned with him at that 
time.® His visit to Jerusalem after fourteen years 

1 The Earlier Epistles of St. Patti, p. 263 f. 

2 A. Loisy suggests (L'Epitre aux Galates) that the three 

years in Arabia were spent in preaching to the Arabs, and that 
the mission was not successful ; we know nothing about that 
period of his life. ' 


(this must be dating from his conversion) made no 
important change in bis methods or his position. 
He appeared there to plead for the freedom of the 
Gentile churches, and his plea was successful. Is'o 
objection was made to Paul’s doctrine when he 
stated it, and no additional burden or observances 
were imposed upon him. Each side recognized 
the other as borne forward by God in its mission, 
and the right hand of fellowship was exchanged 
on the understanding that the work should go 
on as before, James, Peter, and John going to 
the Jews, Paul to the Gentiles, with the Jink 
between the two provinces of the Church, that 
the Gentiles should do something for the poor at 
Jerusalem, as the Diaspora had always sent gifts 
to the Temple. Paul’s independence of the mder 
apostles was also signally shown on the occasion of 
Peter’s visit to Antioch, when he withdrew from 
the common meals where Jew .and Gentile sal 


together, not because he thought them wrong, 
hut in order to stand well with the people at Jeru- 
salem. The speech which Paul says he addressed 
to Peter before all the members at Antioch, 
broadening out into a moving statement of his 
own personal ground of hope, is very difficult if 
we attempt connexion of each verse with that pre- 
ceding it ; in this Epistle in general the expres.sion 
is far from adequate to the rushing fullness of 
thought. 

The Apostle reminds the Galatians that their Christian life 
began with Christ crucified, whom Paul in his preaching held 
up clear before them (3!). It was from that exhibition that the 
Spirit came to them, and now they ore on the point of turning 
from the Spirit to the flesh, to trifling observances, to the 
keeping of a code of lows, to seeking their salvation in them 1 
The Law had no power to gi^'e life i it was a constraint imposed 
on sinful mankind until the day should come when the promise 
should be given to those who believed. In baptism the 
Galatians have ‘put on Christ,’ who has made them free from 
the Law, made them God’s children and heirs, placed them in a 
region where the difference between Jew and Gentile disappears ! 
and they are all one, the true seed of Abraham, in actual pos- 
session of the promise made to them. 

From a masterly appeal on the ground of the history of 
religion the Apostle passes to a moving personal appeal on the 
ground of what he remembers of the Galatians and they of him. 
ifow kind was their treatment of him at his first visit 1 How 
they treated the illness which then overtook him (what it was 
we know not), not with disgust, hut rvith the most affectionate 
solicitude to find something that would help him 1 They cannot 
feel for those who are now courting them as they did for him ; 
they are aiming at nothing hut a personal triumph ; he wishes 
to win them wholly for Obrist, that the form of Christ may be 
fully produced in them. Seeing that Christ has freed us for 
freedom, what have the Galatians to do? No sumtnarj' of this 
passage is possible ; it is a passionate outburst taking up one 
feature after another of the situation and dealing with each in 

trenchant words. It was soarcelytme that circumcision obhgea 

one to keep the whole Law. Paul himself, it is trae, had (elt 
the whole weight of the ohiigation. Nor was it quite true mat 
to be justified by the Law was to fail away from grace. TM 
Pauline Christian did look for the hope of righteousness, in the 
spirit and from faith, without any thought of contnbuting to It 
by any' performance of his own. Freedom^ frorn the jaw did 
not imply, ns opponents said, that 1. . . ' 

liked. The Spirit must be the r ' ' 

individual has power to make it s ■ . 

the pressure of the Law. With fit! the Apostle begins to 
the fetter to a close. He contrasts the motives of their new 
- - The newleadcrswiu 


circumcised, auu iie uwca lu i/u u - 

He looks not to small personal tnumphs, but to the CTcat w oria- 
triumph of the Cross in which he too is taken w into his right 
position. Looking to it. he forgets the “X 

cision, and thinks only of the new creation ^ 

brought. This is his canon, his 

his Ebistles-Gal 6® 61®, and 1 Co 71®. Those wiio p'"'' 
are to him the true Israel. The ‘marks of the Lord m 

which Paul appeals in conclusion to guard h'mseif 
further troubles, might be spoken of in analog' ,‘J'® ’’’"’'J 
a god borne by his votaries, or of a master by his slave , oui 
the phrase is intelligible without this. 

18. Troubles at Corinth,— Of the Galatians we 
hear no more in the NT, and avhat was the el ec 
of the letter to them we can only sumi.se. ram s 
thoughts at Ephesus were in another „„„ 

was proposing a journey to Macecloma anti ureec^ 
then to Jerusalem, and then to Koine, and wn.s m 
correspondence avith Corinth on this sub,.?'' t 
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I9®‘, 2 Co I**’®'). He tliouglit now of the sea-route 
to Greece, then of the land ; the Corinthians 
thought that he changed his mind too easily. He 
nltiniately chose the northern route through Mace- 
donia ; but something had to be done before he 
could present himself. He had paid a visit to 
Corinth which had turned out very unpleasant for 
him ; he had been grossly insulted or injured by a 
member of the church there (2 Co 2“'^'). He could 
not go to Corinth till the church made some 
expression of regret for the treatment which he 
had suffered and had dealt Avith the offendei-. To 
secure this, Titus was sent with a letter which 
Paul says he Avrote with tears. Can this refer to 

1 Corinthians ? It evidently was not composed in 
a tearful mood. Or can 2 Co 10-13 be meant! It 
also is scarcely in such a key. It is the opinion of 
most scholars that the letter Avritten Avith tears is 
lost. Titus Avas to present this letter and to return 
to Paul Avith the account of its reception, so that 
Paul might knoAv Avith Avhat confidence he could 
present himself at Corinth, and he Avas to hurry on 
the financial business as to the collection (2 Co 1“ 

ijo-ie g6fr.j_ 

To judge from 2 Cor., Paul set out for Greece 
weighed doAvn by anxiety about Corinth. Acts 
^A'es a different impression, connecting the depar- 
ture from Ephesus Avith the trade disturbances 
engineered by Demetrius. Paul Avas face to face 
Avith death at Ephesus, but some time earlier, in 
fact before Avriting 1 Cor. ; and in the Demetrius 
story Paul’s life is not in danger. The story in 

2 Cor. places us on firm ground Avhen it tells us 

that his anxiety about Corinth Avas banished only 
Avhen he met "Titus and received his favourable 
report. The letter had been Avell received; the 
Corinthians Avere loyal (2 Co On this folloAvs 

the great burst of praise and exultation for the 
triumphs of the gospel which God brings about 
througli him, and tno alternation of mood from 
humiliation and depression to the highest triumph 
and joy returns again and again in tlie Epistle and 
may be regarded ns its characteristic movement. 

The principal question that criticism hna to consider about 
2 Oor. IS whether there ore two Epistles In it, or three, or only 

one. The theory no ■’■■ ■' — *■ ’- is thatchs. 

arc to he taken ns t ' ' ■ has lost Its beein- 

ning, nnd that ohs. '. . . ■ ' . Epistle, the end of 

which is Avnnting. In Germany, the birthplace ol this theory, 
it is oil but extinct, while in Britain some of the niguinents by 
which it was nt first supported are no longer relied on. The 
transition nt Ifll is certainly abrupt, but there arc in Poul other 
such transitions Avhich are not held to warrant the conclusion 
that AA’O are passing to a dllTcrent work of the Apostle {cf. I’h B*). 
The passage 6A<-71 is also taken by many commentators to bo 
a late addition to the Epistle, but here too the reasons for 
that opinion are in course of fading away ; the piece certainly 
interrupts the sense of the passage, but the Apostle is likely to 
haA’o put it there himself ; a later hand would hai’e been more 
careful. The Epistle can be fairly well underatood as it stands, 
as Mnroion read it, nnd as all the ancient autlioritles hoA-c it; 
there is no JIS evidence whatever to the contraiy'. Thus read, 
the Epistle opens on a theme which is pursued to the cnd,yl£. 
an approaclnng visit of the Apostle to Corinth. The questions 
of hia credentials and of the forthcoming collections luu’ing 
been dealt with, Paul makes an attack upon the intruding 
prc.achers Avho deal in another gospel than the true one, whicli 
is his ; their claims are set formally over against his own ; he 
has heen weak, but will now, though it is a foolish thing to do, 
draw up the account on both sides. In point of pure Jewish 
Uncage he is on a level with them. Tct tlicy give a better 
address in Greek tlian he (11<0, wliich shows where they come 
from. Their afflictions for the gospel arc not to be compared 
with his, which he sets forth in full detaU, ending with all tlic 
c-ares that he has to bear for his various churches ; he feels with 
every weak brotlicr in them ail ; his heart is set on Arc witli 
every offence with which they meet. His visions nnd revelations 
have been of a distinguished order ; ho has been carried to 
paradise and lias heard unspeakable words ; but along with this 
he has liad very painful experiences which keep him from 
boasting of his spiritual distinclions—Oio thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of SaUn to buffet him, lest he should prow too great 
in his own eyes. That ho was not an epileptic Is clearly shown 
bv A. Sceligroiillor, IPor Patiltts JJpurpiiicrf, Eeipiig, 1010 
(see also Eninsay, Tfif TeaMnj o/ Paul, p. SOOff.). Tlvls ex- 
perience was the crowning expression ol the conviction which 
we find so often in his w ritings, that strength always comes to 


him from a higher source out of his m.nny humiliations and 
depressions — ‘ AVhen I am weak, then am I strong.’ Tlic Epistle 
ends with words of hearty encouragement and affectionate 
greeting, and the WTiter appends the salutation, or it may be 
called the benediction, invoking on his converts the grace or 
kindness of Christ, ttie love of God, the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, which are the sum of all his teaching. 

19. Epistle to the Philippians, — ^Tho Epistle to 
the Philippians, tliough generallj’ treated as belong- 
ing to tlie captivity of Paul at Homo, is thought 
to have its place and time fixed by 1*®, Avhere the 
‘palace’ [irpairiipiav) is taken to be the liarracks of 
the imperial prretorian guard at Rome, and by 4“, 
Avbere ’ Ctesar’s household ’ is also taken to imply 
tile neighbourhood of the imperial family. In 
Lightfoot’s commentary the arguments for these 
positions are fully stated. The great accumula- 
tion of inscriptions in recent times has seriously 
Aveakened these arguments ; any building is called 
‘prtetorian’ in Avhich an official might OAvell even 
for a short time, the term being applied even to 
private houses; or the term might designate the 
per-sons connected with a court of justice, ‘a 
judicial authority Avith its assistants and subal- 
terns.’ ‘ CiTsar’s liousehold,' again, Avas a term used 
of any collection of slaves of the emperor, and these 
Avere to be found anyAvherc in the empire. Neither 
term limits us at all to Rome. The Apostle often 
suffered imprisonment, as he tells us in 2 Co 11^, 
Tliere are substantial reasons in the contents of the 
Epistle Avhy Ave should think of some other captivity 
than that at Rome. To place it in the Roman 
captivity Avould bring it close to the Colossian 
Epistle, Avhich deals in doctrine of quite a different 
stamp. It has heen suggested that the captivity 
Avas at Ephesus, and the many journeys and mes- 
sages BpoKen of Avould agree Avitli this. 

Tho Epistle to the Philippians is very affectionate nnd gentle, 
nnd doctrine is introduced only for purposes of edification. 
It Is called for by a simpie Incident; the Philippians have sent 
Paul a present by the hands of Epaphroditus, who fell ill beside 
Paul and was now sent iiack to ins Iricnds at Philippi (4'* SMff-). 
The first part of the Epistle is about Paul’s position in his im- 
prisonment. He Is looking dcatli in tlie face and taking tho 
view that it will nt once unite him to Christ, not, ns In 1 Th 4 or 
1 Co 15, that the union with Christ will take place only at the 
Parousia. He no doubt had a Avay of reconciling the two views 
in his own mind (cf. 2 Co 5t ®). In the great Christologlcal 
passage, Ph HSAJ, his view of tho history of Christ’s person 
appears more dearly than anywhere else, and Ho seems to he 
contrasted with otlier great spiritual beings, one of whom did 
' think equality with God n thing to grasp at.’ and who hari 
great names, whieh Hia great name. Jesus Christ Lord, given 
Him by God after His earthly career, c-ast into the shade. There 
are adversaries, both without the church, Jews, the thought of 
whom leads the Apostle to restate Ilia daims (B'-li), and within 
The grateful acUnowIcdgmont of the Piiilinplans’ 

f ircsent condudes the Epistle : lie does not need it ; he has 
earned to be without wants, yet is tliankful for it, ns for former 
attentions at Thcssalonica and nt Corinth (see also { m). 

There is no direct information as to the effect 
produced by 2 Cor. ; in that the Epistle is not 
singular. Acts tells us (20'^) that the journey there 
spoken of through Macedonia Avas accomplished, 
and that Paul stayed three months in Greece ; but 
nothing is said of his thoughts or of his corre- 
spondence. It posses over the lime AA’hen, if all 
indications do not deceive us, Paul Avrote his great 
Epistle to the Romans, Avitliout mentioning that 
Epistle or that church, and goes on to tell of his 
journey to the East. 

20. Epistle to the Romans. — Tliere is almost 
complete hi.storical certainty that Romans Avas 
Avritten, as avo have it, during the three months’ 
stay in Greece mentioned in Ac 20-. Tlie critical 
difficulties in the Avay are not verj’ serious. Tlicy 
are the omission of iv 'Vufiri in some o.arly M.SS 
at the various conclusions Avliich the piece 

appears to have after 14=^ nnd at the end of the 
Avork ; and tlie alleged likelihood tlint ch. 16 aa’os 
addressed to Ephesus rather than to Rome. To 
this may bo added Die disjointed arrangement of 
certain chapters Avhich look like old essays on this 
and that topic, loosclj* put together. 


692 


PAUL 


The omission of iv "Pdfiri in eh. 1 was known to 
Origen, and suggests that the Epistle existed early 
in a form from which tlie geographical indications 
had been removed, making the Epistle a general 
one like Ephesians. As for the various conclusions, 
there is a good deal of evidence that Marcion cut 
out the last two chapters, and this procedure may 
have led, in the transmission of the text, to tlie 
insertion of the conclusion after 14“. Eut 15 is 
certainly continuous with 14, and contains nothing 
that Paul may not have written. 

Ch. 16, which Renan considers to have been 
addressed to Ephesus rather than to Rome, has 
been ably defended, from a study of the names 
that it contains, by Lightfoot and other Bible 
scholars as possibly addressed to Rome. The whole 
question of the integrity of the Epistle is thoroughly 
discussed in the introduction of W. Sanday and 
A. C. Headlam’s great commentary on JRonian^ 
(ICO, Edinburgh, 1902). 

In Romans we find the Apostle writing to a church that he 
himself had not founded ; in 18-15 and he describes his 

position towards that church. He regards it as in his spliere 
of missionary labour, lias thought of it much, and has often 
ivished to visit it, though he has been often prevented. Now 
he sees a near prospect of carrying out his wish. He is on the 
point of travelling to Jerusalem, to carry' there tvhat has been 
collected for the poor saints. The Romans are to pray that he 
may be delivered from the dangers which he clearly sees will 
threaten him there ; and after that duty is discharged he will 
come with joy to profit by’ their sympathy, perhaps to do some- 
thing for them. He is to go to Spain, and will see them on 
the way. This explains to some extent the difference between 
Romans and the Epistles that we already have had from him. 
These were all to churches that he knew, and were occupied 
with questions which arose in them, with advice, encourage- 
ment, often ivith painful controversy. That controversy is now 
past, and he is not intimately acquainted with the domestic 
matters of the Roman church. The discussions in this Epistle 
are therefore impersonal and general ; he can discuss the 
great matters which interest all Christians alike j he is now at 
liberty to do so. His tone is serene and open; we gain the 
impression that he has reached ‘a season of calm weather,' that 
he feels his position assured and can forget asperities and set 
forth the truths of the gospel which he has attained through 
many a struggle, as if there were no doubt about them now. 
He wishes the Christians at Rome to understand clearly where 
he stands, and we have the same arguments as in Gal. and Cor., 
varied with new arguments and with new quotations from the 
Jewish books, and rising at times to great power and eloquence. 
We have the same historical proof that God’s new mode of 
saving men is by faith, not by works ; the same definition of 
the place of the Law in God’s dealings with man, only that in 
Romans we have ' ■ • • • - -q. 7^ that the Law 

does so act as to . , does not act as a 

schoolmaster for ‘ . in 1 Co 1522, ‘ as 

in Adam all died, so in Christ shall all be made alive,’ swells in 
Romans to a massive section, chs. 5 and 6 showing how much 
more to be expected it is that grace and forgiveness should 
increase than that sin and condemnation should ; and the action 
of the Spirit in the inner Christian life, touched on in all the 
earlier Epistles, is the main theme of Ro 8. The blessedness of 
the Christian salvation is movingly set forth, both in ch. 6 and 
in ch. 8, each of which forms the climax of a profound ascending 
argument ; and the triumph of the Christian over all the unseen 
powers which rule over this world and threaten to crush them 
sums up all that the earlier letters contain as to those shadowy 
foes of human welfare. 

With ch. 9 the Apostle enters on a theme comparatively new, 
how the unbelief of the Jews in the Christian gospel is to be 
accounted for and reconciled with the divine promises. Various 
solutions are propounded to this dark riddle, the obvious one 
that the believing Gentiles are now to be regarded as the seed 
of Abraham, whom God has preferred to the Jews, and the 
harsh one that God is entitled to have mercy on whom He will, 
as the potter has power over the clay’. The Apostle's argument 
is that the unbelief of Israel is brought about by an act of God 
and has a definite intention — viz. that, while the Jews thus 
hold back, the fullness of the Gentiles may enter. IVhen this 
has happened, then the salvation of Israel will take place. The 
object of their being shut up into unbelief is that God may have 
mercy on all, and the whole discussion closes with a great 
doxology to God for His unsearchable wisdom. Chs. 12-14 are 
the practical working out of the principles stated in ch. 6, that 
the Christian is not to continue in sin, but to yield his members 
instruments of righteousness for sanctification. A fuller cata- 
logue of Christian duties is given than Paul has hitherto 
attempted ; the duty to the State is not forgotten, nor the 
proper limits to be placed on social enjoyment, while the rules 
for the use of indifferent things and as to the regard to be p.aid 
to the weak brother in one’s attitude towards them, are to the 
same effect as in 1 Co 8. The last chapters of Romans have 
already been spoken of. 

21 . Arrest and imprisonment. — The rest of the 


story of Paul, after the writing of Romans, is to 
be found in Ac 205-28. The plot on the part of 
the Jews which made Paul alter the route of his 
journey eastward was probably to have him assas- 
sinated on a vessel carrying pilgrims for Jerusalem, 
or on another ship on which he was likely to travel. 
The route through Macedonia avoided that danger ; 
the party appear to have chartered a vessel for 
themselves for the coasting voyage to Patera or 
Myra. The narrative appears trustworthy for its 
facts, to the end of the book. The speeches are 
skilfully conceived for the various situations ; the 
views of the writer appear in the repeated assertion 
of the Apostle that his preaching the Resurrection 
was the cause of his persecution by the Jews (2.S® 
26’), which does not agree with 2P*. The Gentiles 
who were his fellow-travellers no doubt wondered 
to see him defray the considerable expense of a 
sacrifice for the four men with a vow, which both 
showed him now to be in easy circumstances and 
proved him still a Jew in spite of all that he had 
said against the Law, and minded to do more rather 
than less than the Law required of the faithful 
child of Abraham. The charitable mission which 
brought him to Jerusalem is mentioned only once 
in a late speech (24”) ; it did nothing to placate 
the Jews, as he had prayed that it might (Ro IS’*) ; 
they plotted again and again to kill him, and 
forced him to regard the Roman magistrates with 
whom he came in contact as his true defenders 
and the powerful guarantee of the growth of the 
infant religion. The account of the trials before 
Felix and Festus is said by Mommsen to he, in 
spite of editorial touches, quite in accordance witli 
Roman legal form, and he says that in this report 
alone is a case of appeal to the emperor placed 
before us in living reality. In the story of the 
voyage and shipwreck the Apostle appears as a 
skilled navigator and a man of sufficient courage 
to continue to hope for himself in e. desperate pre- 
dicament, and to sustain the spirits of the whole 
ship’s company. When he reaches Italy, the 
brethren are ready to welcome him, though we 
hear nothing of the great Epistle of three years 
before ; and the fact of his imprisonmeiitis stated. 
But, before the statement on this subject is con- 
cluded, Paul’s attitude towards the Jews, as it has 
been repeatedly declared in Acts, is finally made 
plain. Two interviews take place with the leading 
Jews at Rome, the soldier to whom he was chained 
standing by Paul’s side ; and the negotiations are 
summed up by him in tlie words of Isaiah (6"*’), in 
which the hardening and the rejection of Israel are 
prophesied. The gospel is for the Gentiles ; they 
will hear it. Acts concludes with the statement, 
which may he implicitly believed, that Paul re- 
mained two complete years in his own lodging or 
inn, and that all had free access to him. Ine 
editor sums up the subject of the preaching m tins 
period in his own way (of. 1’ 19® 20-5). hat 
happened at the end of these two years we are not 
told. The jierseoution of Nero was in A.D. 64, ana 
Paul may have fallen a victim to it. Those who 
ascribe to Paul some of the later and shorter 
Epistles know what he was doing in tms period, 
and see him at a later time escaped from Rome and 
carrjdng on a renewed missionary activity. * 
seems certain at least that the author of Acts 
knew no sequel to the statement with winch tie 
closes his hook. _ . 

22 . Genuineness of remaining Epistles.— m tne 
silence of Acts as to the subsequent fortunes o 
Paul we are left to gather what we can from tne 
remaining Epistles which bear liis nanic, viz- 
Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians, 

1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus. But, before they can 

be used as evidence, the preliminary question 01 

their genuineness has to be settled. It is o 
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the scope of this article to discuss in detail the 
critical questions involved ; but it may be said in 
general that a place can be found in the known 
life of tlie Apostle for the first four. They are all 
Epistles of the Captivity, and, while it is possible 
to assign them to the Cmsarean imprisonment, 
during which Paul cannot be supposed to have 
been altogether idle with his pen, they may with 
greater probability be referred to the two years’ 
imprisonment at Eome (Ac 28^'-). Of these, 
Plulippians and Philemon are all but universally 
accepted ; Colossiaus by a considerable number ; 
Ephesians by fewer. The Pastoral Epistles to 
Timothy and_ Titus are in a diilerent category ; 
they fall outside the period covered by Acts ; they 
presuppose Paul’s release from the Roman imprison- 
ment, and, at least in their present form, are to 
be regarded as having least claim to be the w’ork 
of the Apostle.^ 

23 ._ Epistles of the Captivity. — The situation 
implied in these Epistles is consistent with that 
described in Ac 23®”^-. Paul is a prisoner, but not 
entirely cut oft' from intercourse with the outside 
world. His friends have liberty of access to him ; 
they can visit him ; they bring reports and carry 
letters. Names already known to us from Acts 
recur in the salutations (Aristarchus, who is a 
‘fellow-prisoner,’ Luke, Mark, Timothy, Tychicus) ; 
others are new (Jesus Justus, Demas, Onesimus). 
Paul in prison has still the care of the churches ; 
his authority is recognized even in places that he 
has not visited. 

(a) The, Epistle to the Philippians is included in 
the former part of this article (§ 19 ), where the 
reasons are given for placing it in the earlier im- 
prisonment at CfEsarea. The reasons, however, are 
not conclusive. Granting that doctrinally Philip- 
pians stands nearer to Romans than to Colossians, 
it does not follow that the three Epistles stand to 
each other in the same relative position as regards 
date of composition. The circumstances of Colosse 
were peculiar ; the heresy which made its appear- 
ance there did not touch Philippi j the two churches 
were far apart, and the absence of doctrinal simi- 
larity need occasion no difficulty. The references 
in Ph 1’® are most naturally understood of 
Rome. Philippians is written in a tranquil spirit. 
The Apostle is already reconciled to the irksome 
interruption of his missionary actimty and recog- 
nizes that there are compensations (P®''®). He 
has not given up hope of being released, but he is 
prepared for death ( 1 ®“'“). 

( 0 ) Epistles to Philemon and Colossians . — ^The 
Epistles to Philemon and to the Colossians are 
very closely connected. The situation is the same ; 
the greetings are from the same persons ; and the 
two Epistles are linked together by the statement 
in Col 4® that Onesimus, who is the subject of the 
letter to Philemon, is being sent to Colosse in the 
company of Tychicus, who is the bearer of the 
Colossian Epistle. 

Philemon is a charming little private letter to a 
Christian at Colosse, pleading with him to receive 
kindly his slave Onesimus, who, after running 
away from his master, had in some way come under 
Paul’s influence at Eome and had embraced the 
Christian faith. The Epistle contains no specific 
statement of doctrine ; its value lies in the side- 
light which it casts on the Apostle’s personality 
and the bearing of Christianity on the social con- 
ditions of the time. Slaverj’ is not condemned ; 
Onesimus is sent back to his master; but the new 
spirit of Christian brotherhood (v.'®) has already 

I Thfl Pauline niithorfliip ol tlie Epistle to the Hebrews, dis- 
puted Iroin earlv times, is now tor the most port ntiandonisl. 
It has been nscriiied in turn to c.scli of the preal fippircs nssoci- 
atc<i in Acts with Paul or Tiinoth.v (He 13-’), to laihe, D.miabis, 
Silas, Altollos, and Priseilla; but the truth ot the question still 
remains where Origen left it, os beins: known to God alone. 


gone far to change the relationship of master and 
slave, and to prepare the w.aj’ at least for a social 
order in which slavery will be impossible (v.®*). 
As in Philippians, Paul expresses a hope that he 
will be released (v.“). 

The Epistle to the Colossians, like that to tlie 
Romans, is addressed to a cliurch that was not 
founded hy Paul, though individuals in it may 
have owed their conversion to him. He know.s 
the Colossian church only hy report (I®), but he is 
greatly interested in it ; he has friends with him 
in his captivity belonging to that part of Asia, of 
whom Epaphras is one (4’®) ; and he has friends 
there to whom lie can send greetings. He also 
knows of the church at Laodicca, and has written 
a letter to it which he wishes the Colossians to 
read in exchange for the one he is sending to them.' 
The occasion of his writing to the church at Colosse 
is the appearance there of a new form of teacli- 
ing wliicii Paul recognizes to he subversive of the 
sovereignty of Christ and His sufficiency os 
Saviour. It is not defined, hut seems to liave been 
of a senii-Gnostic character, having its roots in the 
popular religions of Phrygia, but exhibiting Jewish 
elements also (2"" At an earlier period Paul 
appears to have had a presentiment of the danger 
to which tlie clmrclies in Asia were exposed from 
this quarter (Ac 20”'“), and recent report has con- 
firmed his fears. The worst feature of the new 
doctrine is the worship of the o-ToixETa toD shafiov, 
best understood as cosmic angels, occupying the 
position of intermediaries between the supreme 
deity and humanity, and presented in a mystery. 
Paul’s way of dealing with this heresy is to exalt 
Christ to the utmost, above all ‘ thrones, dominions, 
princip,aiities and powers’ (Col 1'®*' 2 i’’- ’®), a.s tbo 
Head of creation, containing in Himself the whole 
fullness of God and all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, and as having by His Cross 
brought a sufficient and univei'sal reconciliation of 
all things in lieaven and in earth. To the niystcrj’ 
into which the false teachers would initiate the 
Colossian Christians by their philosophy and 
ascetic practices Paul opposes the true mystery of 
Ciirist (P®'-), into union with whom they ii.avc 
been bronglit, in whom they are already complete, 
and by whom they are delivered from moral evil. 
Throughout the Epistle clmracteristically Pauline 
doctrine is repeated. Christ has made pe.ace 
through the blood of His Cross ( 1 ” 2 “) ; Christians 
are buried with Him in baptism, and also rise with 
Him, and will appear with Him in glory (2’® 3'- ’'•) ; 
the true circumcision is that not made with hands 
( 2 *>) ; and there is neither Greek nor Jew in Him 

(c) Epistle to the Ephesians . — When the genu- 
ineness of Colossians is accepted, it becomes 
difficult not to accept that of the kindred Epistle 
to the Epliesi,ans. The two are connected by tlie 
identity of much of the matter. The order of 
presentation is not the same, but most of the 
phrases used in Colossians are to be found also in 
the other Epistle, and the phenomena of likeness 
and diflerence can be accounted for on tiie supposi- 
tion that the two Epistles were written about the 
same time, when the Apostle’s mind was full of 
the same ideas. Ephe.rians does not, however, 
reflect so clear a situation as Colossians ; there is 
less to lay hold of ; and the name of Tychicus is 
the only one mentioned alongside tliat of *Paul. It 
is certainly a difficulty that, in writing to a church 
with which Paul had so long and so familiar inter- 
course, there should be an entire absence of remi- 
niscence and personat greetings, and that the whole 
Epistle sliould be written in a manner so impersonal 
and detached. The expres.sion.s, ‘ I heard of your 

* The t.ACKlicc.'vn letter lias not been preferred ; the eo called 
* ad Inodicenses ' is n laU-r to!;;ery. 
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faith ’ (1^®), ‘ if ye have heard of the dispensation 
given unto me ’ (3-), sound strange on the lips of 
one who has spent sucli a long nme at Ephesus. 
This diiBcuIty is lessened if the supposition is 
accepted that Epliesians is a general Epistle in- 
tended to be circulated among a number of churches 
of which Ephesus was one— a supposition supported 
by the omission of the words by the best 

textual authorities. Was the Epistle to the 
Laodiceans (Col 4’®) another copy of the same 
letter? The theory of a circular letter does not 
remove all the objections based on the style ; and 
the references to ‘ the holy apostles and prophets ’ 
(3® ; of. 2-®) look like the ‘ water-marlcs of a later 
age ' (J, Moffatt, Introd. to Lit, of NT, p. 386), Eph- 
esians, unlike Colossians, does not directly combat 
false teaching ; hut stress is laid on the exaltation 
of piirist and His superiority to all other spiritual 
beings. The great theme is the union in Christ of 
Jew and Gentile (1«- 3“-J2). 

24. The Pastoral Epistles. — While it is possible 
to hnd a place for the Epistles of the Captivity 
within the two years of the Homan imprisonment 
(Ac 28®®), it is otherwise in the ease of the Pastoral 
Epistles. They form a closely connected group, 
marked off from all the rest by differences of 
language, aim, and historical situation. It is im- 
possible to believe that they were composed during 
the time that Paul was writing the other Epistles ; 
tiiey must at least be later than all the rest, and, 
if genuine, they presuppose Paul’s release and 
subsequent missionary activity. 1 Tim. implies 
that Paul has been at Ephesus, where he has left 
Timothy, himself proceeding to Macedonia (1®), 
and he has hopes of returning to Ephesus (3^^ 4'®). 
According to 2 Tim., Paul has been at Troas, 
Corinth, and Miletus (4'®- ®®). At present he is a 
prisoner (!*• ^®), and apparently at Rome He 

has made a ‘ first defence ’ (4’®). He has none of 
his friends beside him save Luke (4“), though 
others are associated with him in sending greetings 
(4“). Some have forsaken him (P® 4'’'), others 
have been sent by him on various missions (4^®- ®®). 
Timothy is urged to come to him before winter 
and to bring 5lark (4®- ®*). The Epistle to 

Titus implies that Paul has been in Crete and has 
left Titus there to regulate church aflairs. The 
letter is carried apparently by Zenas and Apollos, 
who are travelling to Crete and bwond (3*®) ; and 
Paul asks Titus to meet him at Isicopolis, where 
he intends to pass the winter, as soon as he can 
send either Arteraas or Tychicus to relieve him. 
Attempts have been made to fit these historical 
notices into the known life of Paul, but unsuccess- 
fully, and this quite apart from the difficulties 
connected with the marked divergencies of lan- 
guage and doctrine exhibited by the Pastorals as 
compared with the earlier Epistles. Accordingly, 
the defenders of the Pauline authorship are obliged 
to postulate for the Apostle a period of freedom 
after the Roman imprisonment, during which he 
visited Epliesus, Macedonia, Epirus, and Crete, 
followed by a second imprisonment and martyrdom. 
The evidence for this, apart from that of the 
Pastorals such as it is, is very scanty. Clement of 
Rome, in a highly rhetorical passage, after saying 
•Jihat Paul suflered bonds seven times, says that, 
■‘having taught the whole world righteousness, 
•and having gone to the limit of the West {Mrbi 
■rtpiio, ryj biarews), and having borne witness before 
milers [fjLapTvpi](ras tirl tQv rfyoufiivtov), thus was he 
■released from the world and went to the holy 
ulace.’ ^ The ‘ limit of the West ’ may mean either 
Rome or Spain, according to the standpoint of the 
fipeaker ; but the way in which the arrival in the 
West and the /laprupla are connected with his 
release from the world suggests one locality for all 
1 Ep. ad Cor. 6 . 


three events, viz. Rome. The Muratorian Canon 
speaks of Paul ‘ setting out from the city to Spain ’ • 
but there is nowhere else any mention of such a’ 
journey, or any evidence that the hope expressed 
in Ro 15®‘ was ever fulfilled. To the statements of 
the romancing Acts of Peter and Paul no import- 
ance can be attached. 

25. The martyrdom of Paul.— It has been urged 
that the abrupt ending of the book of Acts implies 
that Paul was released at the end of the two years. 
But, if that was the case, it is strange that the 
■writer did not, even in a few sentences, add what 
would have been a fine climax for his book and 
a strong apology for Christianity in the Roman 
empire, viz. Paul’s triumph over his adversaries 
in Rome. If Luke knew of Paul’s further activity, 
his silence remains a mystery. There is no reason 
to believe that he meant to ■write a third book for 
Theophilus. 

The close of Paul’s life, therefore, like its begin- 
ning, is enveloped in obscurity. That lie suffered 
martyrdom at Rome there can be no doubt. 
That it was by beheading, and tliat the place of 
execution was three miles outside the city on the 
Ostian Way, is the consistent tradition of the 
Roman Church. The date wfil lie between A.V. 64 
and 67, most probably nearer the former than the 
latter limit. 
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William Erie. 

PAULICIANS. — The Paulicians, of whom 
Gibbon says that they shook the East and enlight- 
ened the West,* were an anti-Catholio sect which 
originated in the 7th cent, (possibly^ earlier), 
experienced many alternations of imperial favour 
and ruthless persecution, remained influential till 
the 12fch cent., and is not ivithout descendants in 
Eastern Europe to-day. Making its appearance 
first on the eastern borders of the empire, and 
having its natural home in Armenia, Mesopotamia, 
and iC Syria, it spread, partly through propaganda 
and partly through the transplantation of _ its 
votaries, westwards through Asia Minor, then into 
Eastern Europe to establish new centres in the 
Balkan Peninsula. The specific opinions which 
have been ascribed to it include a dualistic con- 
ception of the government, if not of the origin, of 
the world, an Adoptianist doctrine of the Person 
of Christ, a vehement and stubborn rejection of 
Mariolatry and the worship of saints and_ images 
a similar rejection of sacramental symbolism, and 
a special emphasis on adult baptism as the only 
valid form. The basis of these opinions is found 
in a concentration on Scripture as the sole and 
sufficient authority to the exclusion of tradition 
and the ‘teaching of the Church.’ In view of 
these commonly accepted characteristics of Pau- 
licianisra, both its history and its tenets have 
naturally been subjects of heated controversy. The 
Paulicians have been celebrated uncritically ns 
early Protestants against ‘ Catholic ’ abuses, or they 
have been condemned unheard as deadly lieretics. 
A just and critical estimate will be arrived^ at only 
when all such presuppositions have been laid aside, 
and when to the Greek sources, on wliich alone 
until lately historians have relied, have been 
added the Armenian, and, further, when the 
literaiy relations between the Greek sources have | 
been thoroughly sifted and established. 

I. Sources. — It cannot be said^ that this task 
has yet been accomplished, but it is plain that 
considerable caution must be used in handling 
those sources from which most information ns to 
tiie early history of the sect has hitlierto been 
drawn. These are Photius, in bis four books 
Against the Manxchccans, and what purports to 
be ids contemporary, Petrus Siculus, Exstory of 
1 See Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ch. liv. 


fAc Manichatans. As to the first, G. Krumbacher * 
notes that his work presents a problem not yet 
fully solved. The second book of this work, in 
wldch Manicluean and Paulician doctrines are 
controverted, does not correspond to what the close 
of the first book would lead us to expect, and the 
two parts of the first book itself have no construc- 
tive relation to one another (1-9, 10-27), while 
they contain much repetition and not a little 
mutual divergence. As to Petrus Siculus, who re- 
produces the contents of Photius almost verbatim, 
Mkrttschian has shown that lie is dependent upon 
Photius,^ and also that the personal narrative of a 
sojourn in Tephrike, which provides a setting for 
the argument, presents a tissue of improbabilities. 
‘Petrus Siculus’ is, in fact, a tract against Pau- 
licians, written at a time when they were already 
active in Bulgaria, tlirown into the form of a 
pseudo-historical -writing — a fact which is not 
obscurely suggested in the opening words.® But 
Photius is not itself original, for it is pretty clear 
that the document bearing the name of Petrus 
Hegumenns, which was edited by Gieseler in 1849, 
is not, as Gieseler supposed, a copy from Photius 
or Siculus, but, as Mkrttschian has shown (p. 9 f.), 
the source from which both Photius and Siculus 
and also_ Georgius Monachus have drawn their 
information. The situation was further com- 
plicated, or possibly simplified, through tlie publica- 
tion in 1896 of a document which is incoiporatcd 
in the MS of Georgius Monachus in the Library of 
the Escorial, and probably represents the earliest 
source of the material common to all the foregoing ; 
it adds to the common material one important 
paragraph, and also a fully detailed method of 
confuting the Paulicians which throws further 
light upon their views. This document (Codex 
Scorialensis), with the valuable commentary of its 
editor, J. Friedrich, must in future take the first 
place among the Greek authorities. 

The Armenian sources, with one possible excep- 
tion, proceed, as do the Greek, from hostile writers 
who are more anxious tooverrvhelm their Paulician 
opponents than to give an account either of their 
opinions or of their history. The possible excep- 
tmn is The Key of Truth, which was discovered by 
F. C. Conybeare, translated from the Armenian, 
and edited by him in 1898, with an exhaustive 
introduction and valuable appendices.® 

The Key of Truth, now preserved in the archives of the Holy 
Synod nt Etchmindzin, wns found in 1897 in the possession of 
a group of ' Paulician ' or 'new Monlchaian ' tamUics in tho 
Russian Caucasus. It bears a subscription to tho effect that it 
was ‘ written ’ in 1782, meaninp, according to Conybeare, that 
it was copied then, the work itself being of much older date, 
belonging indeed (apart from the cateohism at the end, which is 
later) to the 10th cent., and probably incorporating material 
that is considerably older still. It is a manual of ‘ Thondrakion ’ 
or Paulician teaching and practice, mutilated unfortunately by 
the removal of almost a quarter of Its leaves, and these among 
the most important, as they must have contained the Paulician 
criticism ot Catholic doctrine and practice, and probably also an 
exposition ot Paulician Christology. Conybeare, in his Intro- 
duction, exhibits 'the detailed agreement ot The Key of Truth 
on the one hand with the Armenian writers ol the tenth and 
eleventh centuries, and on the other hand with the Greek 
notices of an earlier date,’ and he concludes tliat this is 'proof 
enough that in it we have recovered an early and authoritative 
exposition ot Paulician tenets’ (p. xliv). U is no valid objec- 
tion to this position (though one of (Jonybearc's critics has 
called it * tlie clearest sign ’ of o late date) that the writer shows 
‘entire dependence upon the New Testament both for his doc- 
trines and lor his representation of what he calls the Universal 
and AjiostoItcChurcIi.'^ For it Is plain from the Greek cuthori- 


1 Geseh. der l/ycantinischcn Literatur, Jlnnlch, 1897, p, 75 ; 
see also Friedrich, S.1M, 1895, p. 861., and Mkrttschian, Die 
Pattlia'aner, p. 8. 

- nt'rpou XivtXiiiTDu iovopia . . . xrpocrioromtxiPtUra Lc 
trp5v Tov ’ ApxirrtaKorov I5ovXyaptc.r. 

3 Important reviews in The Guardian, 12th Oct. I89S p 

4' . 2'-* '•Oct., ICthN^w, 

I ;; •„ ; ■ (ie 9S) ssa (by 

JahrerbfKch'f.'rriiL [1899)2.12. ' iscbca), , 

* The Guardian, 12th Oct. 1898, p. 1592. 
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tiesl that precisely this sole dependence on the NT was 
recojpiized as a characteristic of the Paulicians. Conybeare 
conjectures that the author may have been Smbat(i.e. Sindbad) 
Ifagratuni, the founder of one of the Armenian dynasties and 
one of the creative forces of the Paulician Church. 

2 . Doctrine. — The Greek authorities from Cod. 
Scot, downwards are practically unaninous in 
classifying the Paulicians as ‘ Manichseans,’ and the 
description has generally been accepted by his- 
torians. It is, however, very doubtful whether 
the classification is not at least misleading. Con- 
troversialists of the 7th and following centuries 
were only too ready to use the term ‘ Manichman ’ 
quite uncritically as an opprobrious description of 
almost any sect which deviated from orthodoxy. 
Photius, e.g., charges the Western Church with 
practical surrender to Manichseism because of its 
doctrine of the double procession of the Spirit, and 
the Bulgarian bishop Clement on the same ground 
charges the Westerns roundly with thesame heresy.^ 
There is no doubt that the term was loosely applied 
to cover various gradations of dualistic tlieory 
ranging from a dualism wJjich is absolute and non- 
Christian to that which is found within the NT 
itself. And the Paulicians themselves neither 
claimed nor admitted any connexion with Mani 
and his teaching. On the contrary, it is plainly 
stated in the Greek sources that they anathe- 
matized Manes, and also ‘Paul and John,’ sons of 
a Manichcean woman, in whom the Greeks see the 
founders of the sect. This is confirmed by Gregory 
Magistros, the chief Armenian authority (in The 
Keg of Truth, pp, 142, 147). The latest investi- 

t ators (Mkrttschian, Friedrich, Conybeare) are 
isposed to set aside the elaborations of the charge 
of Manicheeism as the natural development of a 
mistaken classification, and connect the Paulicians 
with either the Marcionites (Mkrttschian) or the 
Adoptianists (Conybeare), or with no well-marked 
earlier form of heretical teaching (Friedrich). 

The presence and importance of an Adoptianist 
element in the Paulician system have been forcibly 
maintained by Conybeare on the evidence of The 
Keg. But it does not depend on that alone. In 
that part of Cod. Scor. which has not been excerpted 
by the subsequent chroniclers (ed. Friedrich, xix.- 
xxii.) the Paulician view of the Incarnation is 
clearly indicated. According to Scor. xi.x., God 
out of love to men commanded an angel to go 
down to earth and be born of a woman, and on this 
angel He bestowed the title of Son. The same 
assertion is repeated and expanded in the instruc- 
tions for controverting the heresy which follow.® 
With this accords the teaching of The Keg, where 
the Baptism is definitely marked as the beginning 
of the Sonship ; 

* It was then he became chief of beings heavenly and earthly, 
then he became the light of the world, . . . then he was filled 
wth the Godhead ’ (p. 75). 

Everything of importance that is authoritatively 
reported by the Paulicians grows naturally out of 
this Christology, the rejection of the worship of 
the Virgin with the denial that she was Bcotokos 
[S cor. vii. 16), the keeping of a feast of the 
Baptism, followed by a forty days’ fast, the insist- 
ence on adult baptism as the only valid form of the 
rite (‘church and church ordinances they utterly 
reject — its baptism,’ etc. [Aristaces, ap. Conybeare, 
p. 140]), and the equating of the ‘elect’ with Christ 
according to the formula of the Spanish Adoptian- 
ists, ‘ Et ille Christus et nos Chnsti.’ They were 
further said to ‘blaspheme both the Eucharist 
and the Cross,’ but it would appear that they gave 
a spiritual interpretation to both, finding the 

1 Ood. Scor, ii. : /xij fietv hepav olavovv 


auayip 

2 Ph 


eip et fiij To evayveAiop »coi top aTroo'xOAOP. 

Photius, de S. Spir, Mystagogia {PG cii. S15) ; Clement, ed. 
F. Miklosich, p. 13, ap. Friedrich, p. 92. ^ ^ , 

3 Cod. 5cor., ed. Fnedrich, p. 70 : etrat^T;? irn rov ’0<Ta^tov j 

Katff-apOf^ . . . yei'CffOat ;^aptrt rtaP jroptuv fcai tov j 

TfAetrat ttjp eyroAfjProp Xpicrrop vcop tov 0eov. * 


Eucharist in the words of Christ and the Cross in 
Christ Himself (Scor. viii. 1 ). This is consistent 
with the general principle that the function of 
Christ was to save men by instructing them, while 
the charge on which the Greek authorities dwell 
with horror, that the leaders of the Paulicians 
ottered tliemselves for adoration as Christs, prob- 
ably arose from a misunderstood exaggeration of 
the sanctity of the ttvcviio.tikoI as members of the 
Body of Christ. They rejected the Catholic priest- 
hood and hierarchy, and with special emphasis 
image-worship and the monastic life. Their own 
clergy were known_ as ffvvtKSrgioi (cf. Ac 19^), and 
there was no distinction in dress or in habits 
between them and the rest of tlie sect (Scor. 
xiv.). 

In all these matters they made their appeal 
exclusively to Scripture, w'hich they were in the 
habit of describing as rh cia/YyfKiov xal 6 dirAcrroAoi. 
Interpreting this to refer to the Gospel of Luke 
and the Epistles of Paul alone, Mkrttschian (taking 
up a suggestion made by Gibbon and by Neander) 
finds in it a proof that the Paulicians derived from 
the Marcionites. But Friedrich has shown (pp. 
93-98) tliat there is no good ground for so limiting 
the Paulician canon (though they probably rejected 
the Epistles of Peter ^ and the Acts of the Apostles), 
and that Paulicianism has nothing in common 
with Marcionism beyond a general empliasis on 
dualism. With all these material divergences 
from orthodox faith and practice, the Paulicians 
claimed to be the true (jatholic Church, ‘ holy, 
universal and apostolic,’ emphasizing therein the 
internal quality against institutional continuity.® 

3 . History. — The earliest extant reference to the 
Paulicians by name occurs in A.D. 719, when John 
of Otzun, catholicos of Armenia, warns the ortho- 
dox against mixing with the sect ‘of obscene men 
who are called Paulicians’ (Conybeare, p. 152; 
Mkrttschian, p. 62). The name itself is commonly 
understood to point to some connexion, real or 
alleged, between the sect and some Paul, who was 
influential either in its founding or in its reforma- 
tion. And this eponymous Paul has been variously 
identified with tlie apostle Paul (so pseudo- 
Photius, PG cii. 109), witli an unknown Paul, 
belonging to Samosata, brother of Jolm, who, 
according to the first paragraph of God. Scor., 
learnt the Maniclnean heresy from his mother 
Callinike, and propagated it in Armenia, and 
linaiJy with Paul of Samosata himself, as was 
asserted by Gregory Magistros : 

‘ Here then you see the Paulicians, who got their poison from 
Paul of Samosata.' 

The last is the filiation which has commended 
itself to Conybeare (Keg, p. cv). Bat the report 
of the Paulician view itself given in Cod. Scor. n. 
is probably to be prefeiTed to the theory advanced 
in section i., viz. tnat the founder of the sect was 
Constantine Silvanus.® The form of the 
‘ Paulician,’ " as Mkrttschian has pointed out 
(p. 63), indicates a name not claimed by the sect 
but imposed upon them by their opponents, tlio 
suffix -10 or -ik in Armenian having the force 01 a 
depreciatory diminutive. It is probable that, m 
the absence of any specific name, this was bestowed 
upon them either because of an assumed connexion 
between their teaching and that of Paul of Samo- 
sata or because, as Cod. Scor. infers, the name 
the apostle was constantly on their lips. 11 
same authority states definitely that they repndi- 

1 On the question of the Paulician attitude to Peter there 
discrepancy between .Scor. (ed. Fnedrich, - • 

/iiapiu airorp^TTotor IXerpor) and Toe Ncy (pp. 9-, . Convhe&TC. 

■■i f he Key, pp. 7S. 80, 87,. etc. ; Greg 
p.147; cf. NerJesCc. llC0)(t6 p. 155): ‘dicentcs ^ 
est ilia quae ah hominilms aedificata est, eed nos tantum. 

3Cod.J•cor.ii.:roOToeo^e;xovvlripX'Tr^-■’™^5‘^V5:^,r„^^' 

Ouxl TOP HoOAop. otno<yip atroir TrapeSaxt rat “f'v * 
*lb.xx.:b atrSimXot IlauXor op eirt aroparot 
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ated Paul, the son of Callinike, together with John 
his hrother and Manes (iii.). 

Tliis Constantine, for whom a probable date is 
c. 640 (though Priedricb, j). HI, puts it two cen- 
turies earlier), left no writings of his o^vn, but 
sought to concentrate attention on ‘ the gospel and 
the apostle,’ maintaining that men ouglit not to 
read any other book whatever besides these (God. 
Scor. ii. ). His propaganda met with success among 
‘the Armenips’ {id. i.), where the townshij) of 
Phanarea-Episparis became the headquarters of 
the sect. The Greek authorities record the names 
of six leaders who succeeded him, each of whom 
adopted the name of one of St. Paul’s companions, 
and also the names of the centres where tliej' es- 
tablished churches (Cibossa, Jilananalis, Argseuni, 
Mopsuestia, and Cynochoritfe), to each of wliich 
they gave the name of a Pauline field of labour. 
The outline wliich is given by the Escorial docu- 
ment may be sup^ilemented from such later writers 
as pseudo-Photius and Petrus Siculus. According 
to these, Constantine Silvanus, after twenty-seven 
years of leadership, was stoned to death by order 
of an envoy sent by the emperor Constantine 
Pogonatus (668-6S5). The like fate, however, 
befell the persecutor, who, having been converted, 
succeeded his victim in the leadership of the sect. 
The sons of Paul, who followed, strove for the 
succession, and one of them, Gegnesius, summoned 
to Constantinople, was able to give an account 
of his views that satisfied the patriarcii. Under 
Baanes the sect suffered through a lowering of the 
moral standard, but it was restored under Sergius 
Tychicus, whose labours, extending over thirty 
years, qualified him to be regarded as the reformer 
or even second founder of tlie Paulicians. Quota- 
tions from his Epistles are found in Petrus Siculus. 

'I have run Irom East to West, and from North to South, 

S reaohins the Gospel of Christ until my knees were weary’ 
). 36). 

The charge specially levelled against Sergius is 
that of inordinate exaltation of himself, as ‘the 
porter, and the good shepherd and the leader of 
the body of Christ, and the light of the house of 
God,’ to the point of identif 3 'ing himself with the 
Holy Spirit and ofl'ering himself to be worehipped. 
But even his opponents admitted the puritj' of his 
character and the sinceritj' of his beneficence (i6. 
p. 44), and the charge, like others of a similar 
character, may have grown out of a misunder- 
standing of an emphasized doctrine of the Church 
as the Body of Christ. 

Probably under the influence of Sergius, the 
Paulicians increased greatly in numbers and im- 
portance. They were found chiefly among the 
hardy mountain peoples of the Taurus, and, alike 
as defenders of the empire and as objects of im- 
perial persecution, they showed the greatest stub- 
bornness and courage. Bj’one emperor (Constantine 

Copronymus [741-775], himself probabl 3' aPaulician) 

they were protected and invited to settle in Tlirace ; 
by Nicephorus (802-811) they were emplo 3 -ed in 
the protection of the empire on its eastern frontier ; 
by Michael and Leo V. they were ruthlessly perse- 
cuted. But the Paulicians were too numerous, 
too warlike, and too well-organized to be dragooned 
into orthodox 3 '. The 3 ’ resisted, revolted, .and even 
retaliated by raiding Asia Elinor from their moun- 
tain fastnesses. After twenty years of comparative 
tranquillity the}" were exposed to still more violent 
persecution under Theodora (812-857), which under 
Basil developed into a war of extermination (see 
Krumbachor, p. 1075). The Paulicians were driven 
into the arms of the Saracens, and with some 
assistance from them, under the leadership of an 
able ruler Chrysocheir, tliey not only successfullv 
resisted the iniperinl forces, hut forced thein hack 
and pillaj;ed Asia Minor up to its western shores. 


Their success, however, was shortIp'ed._ 
clieir was defeated and murdered : hisciue! 
hold, Tephrike, was taken and d^roi'euj i— ^ 
followers were decimated and dispersed. 

Though their political organization 
to an end, the Paulicians continued to 
scattered communities in Armenia, in Asia 
and esiiecially in the Balkan Peninsula, to 
considerable bodies of them had been 
In Armenia the 3 '' again experienced reviv^ 
expansion under Snibat (middle of 9th cent.), - -iX 
according to Conybeare, may have been the 
of The Key of Truth. From the town of Tter irzJt. 
where he had his headquarters, his 
received the name of ‘ Thondrakians,’ 
branch from the same root is probably tobe 
in the sect known as ‘ Atiiingani ’ referred s>r rj 
Tbeophanes {Chronographia, 413), and ye: 
in the ‘ Selikians.’ The biographer of the 
Methodius claims for him the credit- ci bsn^ 
converted to orthodox 3 ' one Selix and ins fcll;-v-er^ 
who held ‘ Manich.'pan ’ opinions — opiniens -vbkii 
in detail corresjiond with those charged Ziadns: 
the Paulicians in Cod. Scor.^ 

A second deportation of Paulicians on a dsrr- 
scale from Armenia to Thrace was csrriec o" 
John Tzimiskes(970), and, while the Latin 'rm'-'Ldsrs 
found the sect in S 3 ’ria in the 11th cent., huij 
Mary Wortlev Montagu found them in tler-Egi 
bourhood of l^hilippopolis in the IStii. Ic Err::,* 
they developed into or amalgamated Tdtc rSe 
Bogomils (q.v.), and their views and inSaest'eTsi 
propagated throughout the Middle Ages fer Tirir/d- 
anti-Catholic sects — e.jr., Cathari, AJi”":-**— 
whose filiation with the Paulicians is tribiSii. 
though difficult to trace. Their name,' j:£e 
chsean,’ became in turn a generic ce-crir's-ir ’iic 
any of these movements wliich opposed 
ments of Catholic hierarchy and dortrtne.* 
makes it impossible to decide V 

licani,' the ‘ Piphles ’ of Flanders, or t!i-=-‘ta’£.--^ 
who were condemned and brandc-d at 
1160 (because ‘they detested Holv Bv-.-.CrE-it 
Eucharist and marriage ’)* were 
from the Paulicians or bore their niiT-% 
of reproacli. ' 

_ The Paulicians are best midersta:-d ai * 
in that continuous stream of - 

anti-liierarcliical thought and i-'-V 
parallel with_ the stream of ’ orth-ier 
and organization ' *’ *'■ ■* . . , 

of t.lift Clmn'Vi 3 1 I . ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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sisted on three sacraments and three only, viz. 
repentance, baptism, and the Body and Blood of 
Christ; declared infant baptism invalid, laying 
great stress on the necessity of following the ex- 
ample of Christ in being baptized at the age of 
thirty; denied the perpetual virginity of Mary; 
and rejected the doctrines of Purgatory and the 
intercession of saints, and the use of pictures, 
crosses, and incense. In the obscure and singular 
teaching about the Eucharist which we find in the 
catechism (Conybeare, p. 124) there is probably an 
underlying survival of the early (? primitive) con- 
ception of the actual oneness of the Church with 
Christ, in consequence of which the self-offering of 
the Church is the equivalent or the re-presentation 
of the offering of Christ. They incurred the danger 
to which all such movements are exposed in cutting 
themselves off from creed and learning as well as 
from tradition, laying themselves open to the in- 
fection of non-Christian ideas in the atmosphere 
around them. The spread and the tenacity of the 
Paulician system were due in the first place to 
the racial characteristics of those who formed the 
nucleus of its adherents, and, further, to elements 
of simplicity in its teaching combined with direct- 
ness in the moral demand which it made which 
have always made a strong appeal to the popular 
mind. 
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‘ Paulicianer ' (G. N. Bonwetsch), ‘ Neumanlohiier ’(O. Zdcfcler). 

C. A. Scott. 

PAUPERISM.— See Poverty. 

PAWNEE. — Strictly speaking, the Paivnee 
were not a single tribe but a confederacy of four 
minor tribes, held together by two forces : (1) 
belief in a common cult, and (2) a governing 
council in which all the minor tribes ivere officially 
represented. 

1. Name. — The term ‘Pawnee’ belongs to the 
nickname class. It is probably derived from 
pariki, ‘ horn,’ and referred to the manner in 
which the people adjusted the scalp-lock; the 
braid of hair was stiffened with a mixture of paint 
and fat so that it could be made to stand erect and 
be curved like a horn. 

2. Language. — The Pawnee language belongs to 
the Caddoan linguistic stock, and the people call 
themselves Charhiks-i-charhiks, ‘men of men.’ 

3. History and organization. — The first recorded 
meeting of the Pawnee with the white race was 
during Coronado’s expedition of 1541, when it was 
joined by a native, who, it is now thought, was prob- 
ably a Pawnee. The Spaniards jestingly named 
this man ‘ Turk.’ It was he who induced the expedi- 
tion to follow him out on the plains of W. Kansas 
in a search for gold. At that time the Pawnee 
were living in the vicinity of the river Platte in 
the present State of Nebraska. They remained in 


that region until 1876, when they ceded their right 
of occupancy on the land to the United States 
Government and moved to a reservation in the 
northern part of the present State of Oklahoma. 
Later, under the Severalty Act of 1887, every 
Pawnee man, woman, and child was allotted an 
individual portion of land within the reservation, 
given a trust-patent, and made subject to the larvs 
of the State. At the present time, through the 
influence of missionary work and changed environ- 
ments, the ancient customs, vocations, and relig- 
ious rites of the Pawnee are rapidly disappearing, 
and they will soon be forgotten. 

The minor tribes of the Pawnee confederacy 
were organized similarly to the confederacy itself. 
Each tribe was made up of a number of kinship 
groups, or villages, each village being officially 
represented in the tribal council. Each village had 
its shrine and attendant rites in charge of a heredi- 
tary keeper. 

4. Cosmological beliefs; rites and ceremonies. 
— ^The Paivnee shared the common belief of the 
Plains Indians of the United States concerning 
nature and its relation to man, as well as the 


general anthropomorphic view of the dual forces 
of sky and earth (see Plains Indians). Among 
the Pawnee the latter aspect was elaborated in a 
peculiar manner and exercised a controlling influ- 
ence on their religions beliefs expressed in their 
rites, vocations, and social organization. 

The Skidi, one of the four minor tribes of the 
Pawnee confederacy, seem to have held to their 
ancient rites more tenaciously than the others, and 
to have offered greater resistance to the influence 
of the white race ; we may use them, therefore, to 
show an ancient Pawnee type. 

The Skidi tribe was composed of thirteen villages, 
each having its portable shrine (‘bundle’) with 
ceremonies consisting of ritualistic movements, 
recitations, and songs that referred to the sacred 
symbolic articles within the shrine. The shrine, 
it was believed, had been bestowed upon the village 
by a particular star, which gave its name to the 
shrine and became the name of the village. If the 
village received another name, it referred to some 
incident connected with the shrine or was descrip- 
tive of the place where the village was locatea. 
The villages of the Skidi were placed in a certain 
order : four villages formed a central group, as 11 
placed at the comers of a CTeat squpe ; at the 
western end of an imaginary line running through 
the centre of the square was the village that Jiaci 
the shrine of the star of the west, or evening star ; 
at the opposite end of this imaginary line was the 
village that had the shrine of the star of the h^st, 
or morning star. Bound the six villages thus 
grouped were placed the other seven villages 0 
the Skidi, each one in a position corresponding W 
that occupied by the star that gave .j. - 

the village ; consequently, to the Skidi the 
villages on the earth reflected the picture of their 
stars in the heavens. 

The order and the teachings of the ceremonies 
connected with these shrines predicate a (luaiisy 
throughout nature. The heavens were oi^ed ' 
the east was regarded as male, the west ’ 
and the stars partook of the sex attributed t 
region where they were. Again, ®tar8 of the 
six leading villages were in pairs ; the , 

star at the nortff-east comer of the ereat ce"^ 
square was mate to the feminine star at “ , . 

west comer; the masculine star at „ tj,. 

corner was mate to the feminine star at the nort! 
west comer; the feminine ^®^’Jc„nne 

west, was the mystenous mate of the m^ nun 
monJing star, in the east. Detailed anatmn 
this singular interlacing of the parte of the 
and the influence thus exerted upon tribal ve 
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is not necessary here. Spe.aking generally, the 
shrines and ceremonies of the four central villages 
ertainecl to tribal vocations — hunting, planting, 
arvesting, the installation of war-leaders, the 
conferring of honours on warriors. The shrine 
and ceremonies of the evening star and the shrine 
of the morning star h.ad nothing to do uath secular 
alFairs, unless the people fell into sudden and dire 
distress ; they dealt with cosmic forces, with man’s 
dependence upon the supernatural for life, food, 
and happiness. 

The ceremonies of the various shrines took place 
in a yearly sequence and followed a definite order, 
with certain changes, so that a full circuit was 
made every four years. The general movement of 
the yearly sequence was from west to east. The 
ceremonies of the shrine of the star of the west 
always led, and a part of this rite was repeated so 
as to form the opening of all the other ceremonies, 
making them, as was explained, branches of that 
shrine. The rites of the shrine of the star of the 
west were long and elaborate ; in them was re- 
counted the advent of the human race, together 
with the assignment of vocations ,* to the man 
belonged the duty of being the provider and the 
protector of the family ; to the woman was shown 
a vision of a garden, where life-giving plants grew 
— ‘the corn was there’ — this vision and its song 
forecasting the woman’s duty to be the conserver of 
the life of the family. To this teaching of the 
obligations laid upon the sexes was added the in- 
auguration of rites by which the people were to be 
continually reminded of their dependence upon 
Tirawa. 

The time for the beginning of the yearly sequence 
of ceremonies was determined by a natural phenom- 
enon. As soon as the sound of rolling thunder 
was heard after the ‘silent sleep of winter,’ the 
keepers of the shrines of the different villages 
rushed to the keeper of the shrine of the star of 
the west to tell him that the people were alert and 
ready to respond to the summons of Tirawa and to 
begin their ceremonial appeal to that power for 
rotection and for the gifts of life. The rites 
egan with the ceremonies of the shrine of the star 
of the west, and culminated in the ceremonies of 
the shrine of the star of the east, which included a 
human sacrifice, typifying the conjunction of the 
west and the east, the above and the below, thus 
ensuring the productivity and the perpetuation of 
all forms of life. 

This ceremony affords the only instance of human 
sacrifice among the native tribes living within the 
limits of the United States. It bears a resem- 
blance, in some of its details, to the sacrificial rites 
of the Aztecs, and it may be a trace of a former 
influence exercised upon the Parvnee when living 
in their earlier, southern home. 

Tho victim was a captive. After being set apart for sacrifice, 
she was well fed and cared for, given a name, meaning ‘ belong- 
ing to the morning star,' and treated ns sacred. Uer fate was 
kept secret from her. At the ceremony she was led to a sort 
of short ladder and, while her feet rested on a rung, her ankles 
were tied to the upright posts by consecrated thongs, and her 
arms extended above her head and tied at the wrists to the posts 
in the same manner as her ankles. At the appointed time a priest 
shot the fatal arrow and the heart was out out of tho body and 
burned. All %vcapons and implements were passed through the 
consecrating smoke, and the ashes strewn on the Helds. Thus 
were success and abundance secured to the people and tho con- 
servation of life everywhere. 

If the other tribes of the Pawnee confederacy 
ever practised this rite, it had been lost as the 
tribes moved northward and came under other in- 
fluences. Tho Chnui, one of the four Pawnee 
tribes, protested against its practice, but without 
avail. 

In 1817 a Comanche girl was taken captive by the Skidl and 
dedicated to tho morning star. A young Chaul warrior, named 
ritalcshani, conceived the daring plan of rescuing the victim. 
He dashed into the midst of the assembled throng, cut the con- 


secrated thongs from the hands and feet of tho girl, mounted 
with her on his fleet horse, rode to where anollier horse was 
awaiting him, and hurried with her to her father's tribe. The 
Skidi were dumbfounded by the act ; but, when PItalesharu 
returned to his home soon after, no one challenged his deed. 
The recounting of this brave action led to other 
attempts at rescue, not all of which were succesa- 
fiil, but the rite has been obsolete for over eighty 
years. 

The Pawnee sequence of ceremonies reveals how 
the native mind tried to explain to itself the 
means necessary to the perpetuation of living forms 
and man’s duty in assuring their stability. Tho 
modem mind has become so accustomed to regard 
all phenomena as controlled by natural laws that 
the Pawnee explanation seems far-fetched and in- 
conclusive. A thoughtful-study of these ceremonies 
shows the working of the native mind, and opens 
up a broad vista in the mental history of the 
human race, revealing how abstract ideas struggled 
for expression through symbolism, and that among 
these efforts was the personification of those un- 
seen forces that are ever bringing about new life 
and growth, with its incident changes. Our own 
and all other languages bear witness to this early 
form of expression. Following similar lines, a 
supposed truth was promulgated and taught 
through its dramatization. The realistic Pawnee 
drama representing the joining of the two potent 
forces supposed to be dominant in the west and in 
the east should not conceal from us the earnest and 
even reverent teaching, hidden beneath the re- 
pellent not of human sacrifice, that man cannot be 
exempt from co-operating with the order estab- 
lished for the benefit of all the people by Tirawa. 

The Pawnee shared with otlier tnbes living with- 
in the drainage of the Mississippi River in the 
observance of a religious and intertribal ceremony 
having for its purpose the establishment of peace- 
ful relations between unrelated groups of people. 
Fragments of objects belonging to this ceremony 
have been found in the caves of Kentucky and in 
ancient burial sites, bearing witness to the anti- 
quity of the rite and to its observance over a wide 
area and among tribes belonging to diflerent lin- 
guistic stocks. J. Marquette witnessed the cere- 
mony among an Algonquian tribe, and, when 
about to descend the Mississippi in 1672, he was 
given one of the peculiarly decorated pipes belong- 
ing to this rite by a friendly tribe, and the reverent 
res])ect shoivn this sacred object enabled him to 
journey in safely down the unknown river. 

During the latter part of last centurj' the present 
writer was fortunate enough to secure a complete 
version of this rite from an old priest of the Chaui 
tribe of the Pawnee confederacy, which has been 
published under the title ‘ The Mako.’ The cere- 
mony, being intertribal, was not the exclusive 
property of any one tribe. The writer has wit- 
nessed it among four tribes, not all of one linguistic 
stock. Its ritualistic songs and teaching are of a 
high order and touch the most advanced thought 
of the native race. 

Tho rites of the Paivnee are replete with symbol- 
ism and contain much that is poetic in character 
and ethical in teaching. Quite distinct from these 
rites were the practices of the secret societies, 
which wore concerned irith occult powers, charms, 
and devices to work one’s will on others. Some of 
these societies were noted for their skill in tricks 
by sleight of hand, performed apparently Avithout 
any means for concealment. 

5 . Medicine. — The Pawnee -were noted for their 
successful treatment of wounds ; inst.ances of their 
skill have been recorded by various travellers 
Avhen passing through their countiy. Disease was 
frequently treated by herbs and other simple 
remedies, although the appeal to occult powers 
was not uncommon. 


700 


PEACE 


6. Ethics. — The general ethics of the Pawnee 
are those common to the other tribes of the Plains. 
Hospitality was enjoined as something never to 
be avoided. Literal truthfulness was inculcated 
and was very generally observed. Honesty was 
demanded and practised. Murder was severely 
punished. The duty of the chiefs was to preserve 
social order, adjust grievances, effect restitutions 
if property was disturbed, and secure tranquillity 
within the tribe. A family was accountable for 
the action of any of its members, and had to pay 
the penalty of wrongdoing and defend in case of 
attack. A sense of justice was observable in the 
tribal government and family life. Warfare was 
regulated according to tribal custom, and honours 
were won only through personal bravery ; the men 
were apt to fight to the finish and not ask or give 
quarter. They were capable of friendship and 
generosity and practised both, but they were high 
spirited and brooked no insult. The Pawnee have 
never been at war with the United States, and have 
faithfully and courageously served the United 
States army as scouts during periods of Indian 
hostilities. 

Litbratdre. — ^J. B. Dunbar, ‘The Pawnee Indians,’ Mag. of 
Ainer. Hist. iv. and v. [18S0] ; G. B. Grinnell, Pawnee Hero 
Stories and Folk-Tales, London, 1S93 ; G. A. Dorsey, ‘Tradi- 
tions of the Skidi Pawnee,’ Mem. Amer. Folk-lore Soc. viii. 
[1901], Paumee Mythology, Washington, 1906 ; G. P. Winship, 
‘The Coronado E.\pedition,’ lU PliEIV [1898], pt. i. p. 33911. ; 
A. C. Fletcher, ‘ The Hako : a Pawnee Ceremony,' ks RBEW 
[1904],pt. ii., ‘Pawnee StarCult,'.4?ner. An</i?op()l4)Us£,newser., 
iv. [1902], ‘ Pawnee Folk Lore,’ JAFL xvii. [1904]. 

Alice C. Fletchee. 

PEACE. — In proclaiming peace as the highest 
good and as an actual present possibility for man, 
the gospel at once transcends the limits of ancient 
thought and fulfils the visions of the OT. For 
that which is a dream, a promise, an aspiration in 
the OT is a gift and actual possession in the 
religion of the NT. The ancients indulged in 
sentimental dreams of an age of universal peace, a 
pacatus orbis, which seemed to be brought within 
reach by the establishment of the empire. The 
Pax Bomana was not, indeed, merely a dream of 
enthusiasts. It represented an ideal ; it was an 
element in the settled policy of the imperial 
government, and it became a factor in the e.\ten- 
sion of Christianity. The prophets of Israel, 
again, had spoken of peace as a characteristic 
blessing of the Messianic age ; but it was the 
gospel that first set peace before men as a blessing 
to be ‘sought and ensued’ (1 P 3“ = Ps 34“), and 
made the peaceful temper an essential feature in 
the Christlike character _(Mt 5°, Mk 9'®). The 
‘ blessing of peace ’ is implied in the very name of 
the city, ‘new Jerusalem,’ the establishment of 
which is the end of the ways of God : 

*Nam etipsius civitatis [Deijmysticum noraen, id est Hleru- 
Salem, . . . visio pacis interpretatur ' (Aug, de Civ. Deiy 
xlx. 11). 

The work wrought by Christ for man’s redemp- 
tion is summed up in the single phrase, ‘ He is our 
peace’ (Eph 2’''); His gospel was a ‘gospel of 
peace’ (Eph 6’“) ; His parting gift to His disciples 
was peace (Jn 14®^); the God whom He revealed 
bears in the NT the characteristic title ‘ the God 
of peace’ (Ro 15®® etc.). The ultimate blessing 
which Christianity promises is peace (He 4®).* 

I. The nature of the peace proclaimed and 
promised by Christ. — (1) This peace is hoxind up 
with Jesus Christ and with the issues of His 
redemptive work (Jn 16®®). It is the outcome of 
all that He wrought and suffered for man’s .salva- 
tion ; it is bound up with the mystery of His 
passion and with the glory that followed. The 
peace of the Christian arises from the conscious- 

1 Aquinas, Stimma^ ii. J. qu. c. art. 5, ad 2; ' Inter omnia 
futura beneficia . . . praecipuum et finale erab quies mentis in 
Deo, vel in praesenti per gratiam, vel in future per gloriam; 
tjUae etiam figurabatur per obserrantiam sabbati.' 


ness that Christ has w’on a victory over the world 
and over all that mars or hinders the spiritual 
well-being of man (Ro 5’). 

(2) This peace is also the gift of God (Ro 15” 
2 Th 3’“) and is attainable in this life (‘in via,’ as 
Aquinas says). We must, however, distinguish 
betw'een that perfect peace which consists in the 
unhindered fruition of the chief good— the vision 
of God hereafter— and that imperfect state of peace 
which is possible in this life, i.e. a relative freedom 
from_ outward hindrances and disturbances — a 
relative freedom from the importunity of conflict- 
ing impulses and desires. In any case, however, 
the statement of Aquinas is true : 

‘Sine gratia gratum laciente non potest esse vera pax' 
(Summa, ii. ii. qu. xxlx. art. 3).l 

(3) Peace regarded as a jiersonal endowment, a 
blessing vouchsafed to the individual soul, implies 
a condition of inward wholeness, soundness, or 
well-being ® which depends upon the acceptance of 
the gospel, regarded as a law of life and an 
explanation of the universe. A petition in the 
Liturgy of St. James implies that peace is sj'nony- 
mous with salvation : 

*YiTep rq? avoi&ev koX •ngp O’wnjpittc r^v y^vx^iv rjfiiav tov 

Kvptou (F, E. Brightnian, Liturgies Lastem and 

Western, Oxford, 1806, p. 30). 

This blessing of peace includes such elements as 
the following : (a) freedom from personal anxiety, 
care, and foreboding in respect of tlie future. Tlie 
truth of the nearness and providence of God was 
set by Jesus in the very forefront of His message 
(Mt6“-=», Lk 12=®-®® ; cf. Ph 4«, 1 P 5’). In Christ the 
love of God was made manifest. His discriminating 
tenderness and watchful care for the individual, 
His power to control or overrule all things in 
furtherance of His purpose of grace (Ro 8®'"®®). 
Care is, indeed, represented by Christ as one_ of 
the great enemies of tlie soul, as a conspicuous sign 
of faithlessness, and even a cause_ of ruin to the 
soul (cf. A. Hamack, What is Christianity?, Eng. 
tr.®, 1904, p. 87 f.). (h) Deliverance from perplexity 
of mind — intellectual repose, the temper winch St. 
Paul describes by the phrase ‘ peace in believing 
(Ro 15’®). In the light of the cross and the empty 
tomb of Christ the enigmas of life no_ longer seem 
insoluble, the anomalies no longer inexplicable. 
Christ’s victory over sin and death, and the exalta- 
tion of human nature in Him to the throne of God, 
are a pledge that the promised destiny of man will 
ultimately be fulfilled (He 2°"’®) ; the sorrows of 
humanity are not vain and purposeless; the 
apparent victory of evil and the failure of good 
causes are not final and irreversible. There is hope 
of redemption for the creation which ® ^ 

travails in pain together until now’ (Ro 8'-‘; of. 
B. F. Westcott, Christus Consummator, London, 
1S86, no. ii.). (c) The satisfaction of affection. 

In every age the changes and chances of human 
life and the instability of human affection drive 
man to echo Augustine’s cry : 

‘Inquietum est cor nostrum, donee requlescat In to’ (Con/. 

*’ ‘Peace,’ says Aquinas, ‘implies two things; 
should not be disturbed by external things ; second, 
desires should Dnd rest in One ' {Samma, ii. i. qu. Ixx. art. 

For peace is the perfection of joy, and the 
supreme joy is the fruition of God. It is in tins 
respect that the Christian conception of peace 
stands farthest removed from the ‘ tnanqinllit}' com- 
mended by the Stoic. For peace implies, not tne 
mere negative absence of disturbing f 

passions nor even merely the masterful con r 
them, but chiefly the right direction of 
Stoic ideal was arapa^la or airdBeia, a soul emptic 

1 Ct, Hor. Ep. I. xviii. Ill f. : , , , . 

‘Sed satis est orare Jovem, <1“®®,'^'’'}®® ' 

Det vitam, det opes, aequum ml animum Ipso paraDO 

2 See the Lexicons, s.v. 
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of passion and desire.* The Christian peace is a 
positive principle ; it is the ellect and reward of a 
love which has found its only true and enduring 
object, and has so ‘overcome all inner unrest’ (cf. 
Gal 5'*) because it rests in God. So Augustine 
bears witness ; 

‘ Sero te amavi, pulchritudo tam antiqua et tarn nova ! sero 
te araavi ! . . . Gustavi, et esurio, et sitio. Tetigisti me, et 
cxarsi tn pacem tuani. Cum inhaesoro tibi ex omni me, 
nusquam erit mihi dolor et labor ; et viva crit vita mea, tota 
plena to ’ (Con/, x. 27 f.). 

(d) The restfulness of a surrendered will. The 
misery of the heathen world was largely the con- 
sequence of that aimlessness which the Bible calls 
‘vanit}'.’ The Gentiles walked in /taracArijTt toO 
softs aCrrwv (Eph 4**) — no facultj' being directed 
aright, no unifying principle controlling the life of 
thought, action, or desire. We may contrast this 
restless state of mind with that which Dante de- 
scribes : 

‘ Frate, la nostra volonti quieta 
Virtii di caritft, cbe fa volerne 
Sol quel ch'avcmo, e d'altro non ci asseta. 

E la sua volontate 6 nostra pace ; 

Ella ft quel mare al qual tutto si move 
Gift ch’ella crea, e die natura face ' 

(Farad, iii. 70-72, 85-87). 

In the same spirit Irenteus had written ; ‘ Subjectio 
Dei requietio est aetema ’ {Ha:r. IV. xxxix. 4) ; and 
T. Wilson’s book, Maxims of Piety and Morality 
(Oxford, 1870), opens with the words * In Deo 
quies ’ (cf. maxim 615). (e) The chief ingredient, 
however, in that ‘peace with God’ (Ro 6') which 
is also the ‘ peace of God ’ is a quiet conscience — 
pardoned, cleansed, and reconciled to God. When 
the complaint, ‘There is no rest in my bones by 
reason of my sin ’ (Ps 38^), yields to the certainty 
of forgiveness through the blood of Clirist (Eph 1’, 
1 Jn F), the soul is at peace and ‘ turns again ’ to 
its rest (cf. Jerome, on rs 116). 

The peace, then, that the gospel promises is a 
blessing which Christ has won through His suil'er- 
ings and Himself imparts to man. It is the fruit 
of redemption. It is sjmonymous with the 
Kingdom of Heaven within us. So Augustine 
says of tlio peacemakers ; 

‘ Paoinci autem in semeUpsis sunt, qul omnes animi sui raotua 
componentes et aubjicieiites rationl, id est menti et spiritui, 
carnalesqne concupiscentias habentes edomitas, flunt regnum 
Dei ’ (de i'erm. Dorn, t'n monte, i. 2 (fl)). 

Peace is no negative absence of disturbance. 

Rather ‘ it is the higbest and most strenuous action of the 
soul, but an entirely harmonious notion, in which all our 
powers and nllections are blended in a beautiful proportion, 
and sustain and perfect one another. It is more than silence 
after storms. It is as the concord of all melodious sounds. . . . 
It is a conscious harmony with God and the creation fcf. 
Job 6730], an ailiance of love with all beings, a sympathy with 
all that is pure and happy, a surrender of every separate will 
and interest, a partiolp.ition of the spirit and life of the 
universe, an entire concord of purpose with its Infinite Original. 
This is peace, and the true happiness of man ’ (W. E. Channing, 
•Remarks on the Character and Writings of Fftnelon,’ in li'orL, 
Ixmdon, 1881, p. 4I6f.). 

Further, ‘the fruit of the Spirit is . . . peace’ 
(Gal 5^). It follows that peace in the heart of the 
individual Christian issues directly in poacefulne.ss 
of temper — that habit of self-restraint which is the 
safeguard of peace between a man and his neigh- 
bour. 'J’his peaceful temper is in fact enjoined as 
a duty (Mk Ro 14*9, liji ois, 2 Ti 2“, He 12»). 
It is the spirit of love working for the well-being 
of the community — reconciling opjiosites, inspiring 
forbearance, making due allowance for inevitable 
contrarieties of tempernmont and conflicts of 

1 Cf. Cic. Tate. Qiicett. iv. 17 : ' Ergo is, quisquis est, qui 
moderationc et constantia quietus animo est, sibique ipse 
placatus, lit nec labcscat molcsUis, nco frangatur timore, nee 
slticnter qulii cx]wten3 ardeat dcsiderio, nco alacritatc futili 
gcsticns deliquescat, is esl sapiens, quern quaerimus, is est 
beatuB . . . llis (pertnrbationibus) vacuus animus perfectc 
nUiue absolute beatos elllcit.’ Ct, Aquinas, . 81110100 , ii. i. qu. 
V. art. 2, ad S : ‘ Nulli beato deest aliquod bonum dcsidcr- 
andum, cum habeat ipsum bonum infinitum, quod est bonum 
omnis boni.’ 


opinion,* overcoming evil with good. The teaching 
of our Lord Himself and of St. Paul (Ro 12*®) implies 
that other virtues besides those of peace find a 
scope in the life of any human community. There 
are occasions when conflict and resistance to evil 
are inevitable, not only in international relation- 
ships, but also in ordinary social intercourse and 
even in matters of faith and religion. The peace- 
ful temper, however, is that which is ever on the 
wattji against the personal or national vanities and 
jealousies which endanger peace ; against the 
spirit of faction (IpiOda), inordinate notions of 
personal importance, the implacable temper, the 
absence of the sense of humour and of the sense of 
proportion, which usuallj' engender and perpetuate 
strife (see Gal Ph Eph 49**-, Col S”'*’, 
Ja 4*). And in the seventh Beatitude (Mt S’) our 
Lord pronounces a benediction on the self-restraint 
which makes for peace. Cf. Bernard, Serm. de 
Dicers, xvi. Z (Opera, i. 2350 D) : 

• Quia Booiale animal sumus, ex his quae in nobis sunt, ad ca 
quae circa nos sunt transeamus ; ut, si fieri potest, quod ex 
nobis est, pacem habeamus cum omnibus hominibus. llaec 
ciiim est lex naturalis societatis, ut omnia quaecuraque nobis 
fieri nolumus, allis non faciamiis. . . . Sicut cigo debemus 
snnitatem corpori, puritatem cordi; sic et fratri pacem.’ 

2 . Peace between nations. — This is not the 
place for any discussion of the principles involved 
m the Christian sanction of war (see J. B. Mozley, 
Univ. Sermons, London, 1876, no. 5 ; J. Martineau, 
National Ditties, do. BIOS, serm. 5 and 6) ; but wo 
may usefully recall the observation of Augustine 
that, even when they wage war, men are aiming 
at peace (de Civ. iJei, xix. 12), and, while war 
itself in the modem world has been more and more 
completely brought under the control of inter- 
national law, it has also yielded in a measure to 
the practice of arbitration. In this region also 
the Christian spirit is a force that makes for inter- 
national unitj’ and concord. 

‘ Wo can check in ourselves and in others every temper which 
makes lor war, all ungcnero\is judgments, all presumptuous 
claims, all promptings ol selJ.assertion, the noxious growths of 
isolation and arrogance and p.assion ’ ( Westcott on ‘ Inter- 
national Concord,' in Lessons from ll’orA:, p. 833 ; cf. Church, 
The Slessage of Peace, p. 21 f.). 

See, further, artt. Arbitration, War. 

Literature.— Augustine, de Civ. Dei, xix. 11-13; Aquinas, 
Summa, 11 . li. qu. xxix. ; John Smith, Select Discourses, 
Ijondon, 16G0, ch. vK, *Thc Excellency and Koblcnessof True 
Relipon/ pp. 412-423 ; H, P. Liddon, EaUer in Si. PauVSt do. 
1835, IL 1 IT. ; R. W. Church, 7*hc Mtssagt of Peace ^ do. X695, 
serm. i., Cathedral and Unicerttiii/ Sermons, do. 1892, serm. xi. ; 
PhilUps Brooks, 'I'he Law of Oroicth^ do. 1902, senn. xiii, ; 
B. F. Westcott, Lessons from Work, do. 1901, p. 327 ff. ; 
G. Salmon, Cathedral and Unirersitp Sermons, do. 1900, serm. 
xvii, (this sermon, like Liddon’s, deals with the meaning and 
history of our Loin’s salutation in Jn 20^^); J. B. Mayor, The 
Epistle of St. Jude and the Second Epistle of St. Peter, do. 
1907, pp. 183-187 ; W. P. Du Bose, The Gospel tn the Gospels, 
New York and London, 190G, pp. 114-117. 

R. L. Ottley. 

PECULIAR PEOPLE.— I. The term.— The 
Latin word /lecaftHwi (from »cci«, ‘cattle’) meant 
a person’s private purse, wmat was especially or 
exclusively one’s own. Jerome used this word and 
its adjective pecnliaris to translate many, though 
not all, of the Biblical passages which refer in the 
OT to Israel as a chosen people (Heb. 'am s'ffullah) 
and in the NT to the Church of Christ as God’s 
new Israel (see especially Ex 19’, Dt 7’ 14’ 26'®, 
Ps 135*, Tit 2’*, 1 P 2’). 'i’indale, in bis translation 
of the NT in 1526, put into current use the English 
phrase ‘a peculiar people,’ which Ims ever since 
been a familiar term. The Revisers ch.anged the 
phrase ‘ a peculiar people,’ in Tit 2'* and 1 P 2®, 
into the words ‘a people for his own possession.’ 
The English Revisers of the OT inclined tow.ords 
the retention of ‘a peculiar people’ {‘a peculiar 
treasure ’in Ex 19*), wliilo the American Revisers 

1 Sum ma, n. ii. qu. xxix. art. 3, ati 2 : • Nilill probibet aliquos 
ebaritatem habentes in opinionibus dissentire. Nec lioc 
repugnat I'aci,’ etc. 
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used the phrases ‘ a people for his own possession ’ 
and 'mine o^vn possession.’ The word ‘peculiar’ 
in present-day popular usage refers to something 
distinctive in character, uncommon, singular, odd, 
or strange, and for that reason the .Ajnerican 
Eevisers avoided it. 

2. The Hebrew ideal. — The original idea in the 
mind of the OT writers was that the Lord had 
chosen Israel out of all the peoples of the earth to 
he His very o^vn possession, His precious treasure, 
and to be, in a special exalted sense, the instrument 
of His inscrutable purposes. Israel ivas, in the 
Deuteronomic passages, ‘peculiar’ only in the 
sense that it belonged to God as His possession in 
a way unparalleled by any other nation. But 
after the return from the Exile the Deuteronomic 
ideal steadily ctcw into a fixed idea Chat the Jewish 
nation was to he ‘peculiar’ in a double sense — (1) 
God’s elect, and (2) a people distinctly marked off 
and separated from all other peoples by special 
badges and special tokens of favour. The efforts 
of the spiritual leaders of the nation to resist the 
encroachments of Hellenic culture after the con- 
quests of Alexander did much to give this national 
ideal its special content, and in its most highly 
developed form we have the Pharisaic ideal of ‘ a 
peculiar people.’ This ideal embodied the following 
distinct points of belief: (1) the true Lsrael was 
God’s one treasure in the Avhole Avorld, His precious 
jewel, the apple of His eye ; for their sake all 
other peoples existed ; (2) those who constituted 
this ‘ true Israel ’ alone Avere heirs of salvation and 
alone Avould inherit the Kingdom of Heaven; (3) 
in order to ensure the consummation of this divine 
event, God in His ineffable mercy had given them 
His holy Avord, His laAV, to be their sure guide ; 
this Avas the supreme mark of His favour to them, 
for apart from it as the instrument of grace no one 
could be saved, i.e. could inherit the Kingdom ; 
(4) special badges or tokens of their peculiar 
relation to God and of their separation from the 
rest of the Avorld had been divinely conferred upon 
them. Foremost among these badges Avas the 
mark of circumcision. The holy sabbath was 
another mysterious mark of their peculiar relation 
to God. I'he sacred temple, Avibh its holy of holies 
and its diAunely ordained priests, was another, and 
eventually in their minds the possession of the 
holy land of Palestine AVas thought of as another 
badge of special favour. 

3. Greek and Gnostic societies. — It Avas, how- 
ever, not only among the Hebrew's in pre-Christian 
times that the idea of ‘a peculiar people’ found 
place. The Pythagorean society, originally founded 
m Mama Grieeia by Pythagoras (born c. 675 B.c.), 
was also a heroic attempt to prepare ‘ a peculiar 
people.’ It Avas a religious fratemity Avhich culti- 
vated asceticism for the moral life and mathema- 
tics for the mental, Avhich believed itself to be in 
possession of special divane secrets, leading to the 
deliverance of the soul, and which had an elaborate 
system of -sacred badges separating it from the 
common AVorld. The ‘Orphic circles’ AA’ere other 
attempts among many that might be mentioned to 
prepare ‘ a peculiar people,’ possessed of a special 
Avay of deliverance from the evils of this world. 
The Gnostic sects in the 2nd and 3rd centuries 
were again all possessed of the idea that they were 
‘ peculiar peoples.’ 

4. Primitive Church usage. — The early Christ- 
ians felt themselves, even more emphatically than 
had the inner circle of the JeAA-ish nation, to be 
‘a peculiar people.’ Tavo NT writers explicitly 
adopted the JeAvish ideal as the ideal for the 
Church of Christ, Avho, the Epistle to Titus (2’^) 
■says, ‘ gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and pm-ify unto himself a 
peculiar people’ (K v ‘a people fo«- his oaati posses- 


sion ’). And the First Epistle of Peter takes over 
en hloc the ancient JeAvish claim and transfere it to 
the new Church (1 P 2*-''). But it is not only in 
sporadic texts that this idea of ‘a peculiar people’ 
appears. It is embedded in the very structure of 
the primitive Church. Its members, its ‘saints,’ 
are ‘ chosen ’ out of the Avorld ; they are gii'en speeinl 
‘gifts’; they only knoAV ‘the Avay of life,’ and 
are the ‘ saved ’ ; they are God’s people ; they live 
a ‘new ’ life ; they possess an access to God Avhich 
others do not have; and they have their special 
marks and badges Avhich make them separate 
from the Avorld and in the modern sense ‘peculiar.’ 
As the Koman Catholic Church came into being, 
AA'ith the sloAV unfolding of history, it again put 
forward, in the most emphatic fashion, the claim 
to contain in its fold God’s oAim exclusive people. 
Out of all the Avorld it Avas elect. It possessed, and 
it alone, the miraculous means of grace. It had 
the only true and efficacious priesthood. It alone 
held the key to the invdsible Kingdom of the 
future, and only through its mediation could any 
soul be saved. All and more than all that any 
pious JeAv had claimed for his holy nation the 
Koman Catholic believer claimed for his pecu- 
liarly divine Church — ‘ extra ecolesiom nulla 
sal us.’ 

5. Pre-Reformation sects. — Each of the pre- 
Heformation sects AA'hich shoAved an anti-ecclesiasti- 
cal bias took over to itself tlie claim, Avhich the 


Church made, to be God’s OAA-n Mecial instrument. 
In one age the Montanists, Avith their immediate 
possession of the Holy Spirit, Avere 'the peculiar 
people.’ In another age the Waldenses, by their 
stricter moral life and by their^ assumption of 
unbroken connexion Avith apostolic Christianity, 
claimed to be ‘ the peculiar peoffie ’ of the Lord, as 
did later also ‘ the spiritual Franciscans.’ The 
mystics, too, of the 14th cent., though not ex- 
plicitly separatists, believed intensely that they 
Avere God’s ‘peculiar people,’ and that they by the 
secret ‘ inner Avay ’ had found an absolute union 
AVith Him denied to all others. 

6. Post-Reformation sects. — ^With the Eefonna- 
tion the idea of ‘the peculiar people’ remained a 
dominating concept. All the reformed State, or 
established, churches Avere built round the absolute 
idea that this particular church Avas the Church, 
exclusively God's OAvn and the only means of 
salvation. Its dogma constituted the truth its 
sacraments were alone efficacious; its ministry 
was the only authoritative ministry.^ So, too, all 
the dissenting sects came forAvard with a similar 

claim. Every Protestant denominationhasclaimeu 

at least in its beginning to have possession of a 
special means of grace, and has believed itself to 
be in a peculiar AVay an instrument of the Lord for 
ministering salvation to men. No other modern 
denomination has perhaps made its claim to be a 
peculiar people’ so explicit as did the Scovety 0 
Friends m the 18th and early _ 19th centuries. 
Friends, from their first origin in the mid-17tii 
cent., believed that they were - divinely chosen, 
inspired, enlightened, equipped, and guided ^ 
‘the restorers of apostolic ChrisUanity. J-hej 
expected that the iuAvard light A\-lnch tliej 
re-discovered as the basis of religion 
time he accepted as the principle of authontyor 
world Christianity (see Thomas Hancock, 
Peculium, London, 1859). As this hoP 

le Quaker leaders of tlie JSth cent set tfiem-ri 


le uuaKer ieaaers tue xoi/u ^ 


a holy Zion of the Lord,’ a lau-wiiu 
he midst of theAvorld, ‘a peculiar people, npa^ 
lot only from the Avorld but also from nn 
onns of Christianity as Avell, and 
0 he God’s people in a crooked and en_' 
eneration. They believed that they alone ucrc 
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‘apostolic’ aad tliat a special mission had heen 
given to them. Like the members of the Jewish 
model nation, they made much of their distinguish- 
ing marks: a special garb, a special form of 
address (the ‘thee "and ‘thou’), a special grom) of 
‘ testimonies,’ refusal to pay tithes, refusal to fight 
or take life for any reason, refusal to take an oath, 
refusal to remove the hat before a magistrate or 
in a public place, the maintenance of free gospel 
mmistry ancT of a special form of marriage. The 
faithful Friend of this period gloried in these 
badges of a peculiar faith, not for their own sake, 
but because he believed that tlirough separation 
from all other peoples and through ‘testimonies’ 
which cost sufiering and sacrifice God could best 
form and perfect the people of His oum possession, 
which, in His wisdom, they were to be. The 
Quaker Jb«r7ia?s of the hundred years from 1750 
to 1850 are full of interesting concrete material for 
an appreciation of what this strange ideal of ‘a 
peculiar people ’ once vividly meant. 

7. Other uses of the name. — ^The word ‘ Peculiars ’ 
was often used in the early period of the Oxford 
Movement as a nickname for the members of the 
‘Evangelical’ party. E. S. Purcell, in his Life of 
Cardinal Manning (London, 1895), refers to ‘ Pusev- 
ites and Peculiars,’ and London is said, in H. P. 
Liddon’s Life of E. B. Pusey (London, 1893), to be 
overrun with ‘ peculiarism.’ 

A small sect which appeared in London in 1838 
was called ‘ Plumstead Peculiars.’ The members 
of this sect refused to use medical aid for the relief 
or cure of disease, and put their entire trust in the 
divine power and in prayer. They were called 
indiscriminately ‘ Faith Healers’ or ‘Peculiars.’ 


LiTERATtWE.— There are no speoial works on the subject. Cf. 
BDB, s.v. ‘Peculiar’; EDi, t.v, ‘Peculiar Treasure, Peculiar 
People JE, t.v. ‘ Chosen People.' 

Rufus M. Jones. 

PEEVISHNESS. —There are two forms of 
excess in that emotional tendency which, whether 
as a natural disposition or as an acquired habit, 
is variously spoken of as irascibility, irritability, 
temper, anger, etc. One form is commonly de- 
scribed as ‘ quick temper,’ that is, a tendency to 
sudden explosions of angry passion, which for the 
most part suddenly subside. The other, knowm as 
‘ peevishness ’ or ‘ fretfulness,’ is a chronic irnta- 
buity which may not in general burst into 
violent expression, but is readily provoked by any 
trivial annoyance. On its physical side peevishnep 
may often oe traced to hyperrestliesia, a morbid 
excess of sensibility which makes every nen’ous 
stimulation, even tlie niost ordinary sensible im- 
pression, exceed the limit of healthy agreeable 
excitement. In such cases moral culture calls for 
a plij-sical culture which may Reinstate the sensi- 
bility in normal vigour. But, from whatever cause 
peenshness iiiaj' arise, moral neglect may leave the 
natural excess of sensibility free play to develop 
into a tyrannous habit of the moral life. Then it 
creates. the common illusion of irritable tempera- 
ment. Instead of charging himself with the fault 
of his irritation, the irritated man throws^ the 
blame of it upon any other who may be associated 
ivitli it in the most incidental way. It is thus that 
peevishness often becomes a fonnidable inipedinient 
to the growth of sjunpathy and the gentler lurtucs, 
while it oflbrs a fruitful soil for all types of malice. 


See, further, art. Anger. 

LlTrimTnRE.— All the preat works on psychology give more 
or less adequate analyses of the various fonns of anger, but 
an uiiusuallv exhaustive treatment of the subject is pven in 
A. Bain, The Emoitmis and the ITOP, London, ISSO. On the 
ethical ns wcli as the psychologic-al aspect of the siibject a 
prominent place has always lieen assigned to Seneca s mono- 
graph, tie Ira, in ancient literature, and. in modem, to J. 
Butler's semions * Upon Resentment' and ‘Upon Forgiveness of 
luiurics.’ U’orfoi, cd. W. E. Gladstone, Oxford, ISfG, li. 1S6-1C7. 

J. Clark Murray. 


PELAGIANISM AND SEMI-PELAGIAN- 
ISM. — I. Introductory. — (a) Its fundamental in- 
terest. — Few of the controversies which distracted 
the early Church are so full of perennial interest 
ns that which raged round the teaching of the 
British monk Pelagius. The principles at issue 
were of more than purely Chnstiau interest, for 
they were concerned with the very elements of 
human character and raised fundamental problems 
as to the nature of man’s ethical and religious 
relation to the divine which are of lasting and 
world-wide significance. The controversy did not 
itself create the two great tj-pes of thought which 
in its course were ranged m sharp antithesis; 
rather it was the occasion of the first open clash 
within the Christian Church of two irreconcilable 
tendencies, which had not only long existed side 
by side both within and without Christendom, but 
are destined to reassert tlieraselves periodically 
throughout the subsequent development of moral 
and religious theory. For at bottom the contro- 
versy was concemeS with the age-long problem of 
free will and determinism, and its dramatic interest 
consists in the opposition which always asserts 
itself between an essentially rational and natural- 
istic morality and the profoundest convictions of a 
vital and first-hand religious experience. In the 
study of no other controversy can we learn so much 
about the connexion and the distinction between 
moralitj’ and religion. 

(6) Its place in the development of dogma. — As 
was but natural in the dovmopment of a religion 
wbiob had its origin and centre in a definite 
historical personality, Christianity in its effort to 
realize and define the contents of its tradition was 
concerned first with the objective side of its 
doctrine, the nature of God and of the person of 
Jesus Christ. So long ns men’s thoughts wore 
primarily exercised by theological and Christo- 
logical problems, ouestions concerning the more 
subjective and anthropological side of Christian 
teaching remained in the background. Concerning 
human nature and its relation to God the Church 
had instinctively maintained from the first that 
man bad free will and was accountable for Ids 
actions, that human nature was corrupted and in 
a fallen and evil state, and that for its restoration 
and salvation the assistance of God, afibrded 
through Jesus Christ and the Holj’ Spirit, was 
an absolute necessity. But, while none of these 
propositions bad been seriously called in question, 
no attempt to weld them into a coherent system 
of doctrine had as yet received formal authoriza- 
tion from the Church, and teachers and schools of 
thought difiered considerably as to the stress which 
they laid upon them ; on the whole it maj’ be said 
that Eastern theologians had been chiefly interested 
in affirming the freedom of the will, while those of 
the West had emphasized the necessity for divine 
assistance, or ‘grace.’ As to the sinfulness of 
linman natnre ns it actually e.vi.stcd, there was 
little room for doubt, but various theories had 
been projiounded by teachers of repute as to the 
origin and working of this general corinption and 
its connexion with wli.at Scripture related concern- 
ing the ‘ fall ’ of Adam. 

(c) Its relation to Ncstorianism. — Such was the 
general condition of Christian thought on thc.se 
matters townril.s the close of the 4th cent. ; the 
Arian controversy had worked itself out; tlie 
dogma of the Holy Trinity had ju.st been rcatfirmed 
at the Council of Constantinojile (.SSI), whicli had 
also marked the first st.-igc of the Christologicnl 
controversies by condemning Apollin.nrianism. The 
completeness of the human nature of the Incarnate 
haring thus been asserted, its relation to the 
divine Logos was already engaging the interc.st of 
tlieologinns, and notably of the famous Antiochene 
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expositor, Theodore of Mopsuestia. It is obvious 
that tlieories concerning tlie relation of tlie human- 
ity of Christ to His divinity must have an intimate 
bearing on theories concerning the relation of 
humanityin general to God; and it is here that 
we find the gi’ound of the close connexion between 
Nestorianism, of which Theodore was undoubtedly 
the_ father, and Felagianisin, which has also been 
derived from his paternity.^ If ‘ the thought that 
Christ possessed a free will was the lode-star’ of Anti- 
ochene theology,^ the thought that every man pos- 
sessed a free will was the lode-star of the Pelagian. 
The progress of tlie controversies revealed so many 
affinities between the two systems that they may 
well be regarded as constituting together a great 
consistent scheme of thought, of whioli the Eastern 
(Nestorian) expression M’as mainly speculative and 
theological, and the Western (Pelagian) mainly 
practical and moral. It has been justly said that 
‘ the Nestorian Christ is the fitting saviour of the 
Pelagian man,’ and it was no accident that the 
Church condemned both systems together at the 
Council of Ephesus in 431.“ 

The Pelagian controversy proper was fought out 
between the years 411 and 418, the Council of 
Ephesus merely giving official sanction to a judg- 
ment which had been for all practical purposes 
complete and final thirteen years earlier. But 
difficult problems arising out of the condemnation 
of Pelagianism remained unsolved, and these con- 
stituted the subject of the long-drawn-out Semi- 
Pelagian controversies, which found an ecclesiasti- 
cal settlement only .'at the Council of Orange in 
529. Though the whole process of thought from 
411 to 629 is closely connected, it will be best to 
trace separately the history of the Pelagian contro- 
versy and to appreciate the issues involved, before 
passing on to give an account of Semi-Pelagianism. 

2 . The course of the Pelagian controversy. — (a) 
Pelagianism. in Borne (c. 400-409). — At some time 
in the episcopate of Anastasius (398-402), if not 
earlier, there had arrived in Rome a British monk 
of mature age named Pelagius. Of his former life 
we know little : his character shows no signs of 
having passed through any serious moral crisis in 
its development. We have it on the authority of 
his bitterest opponent, Orosius, that he was of too 
humble origin to have had a liberal education ; we 
have no evidence that he had ever studied in the 
East ; * but before he became famous as a heretic 
he had shown himself possessed of sufficient ability 
and learning to write three books of unquestioned 
orthodoxy upon the Trinity, which were recognized 
as useful text-books for students. He was a lay- 
man and never sought orders. Among his friends 
he numbered Paulinus of Nola,® and also one 
Eufinus, a Syrian,® who first introduced him, so 
Mercator informs us, to the characteristic tenets 
of Antiochene theology. 

Appalled by the lax morality of the great mass 
of nominal Christians in Rome, he set himself to 
rouse them to a sense of their responsibility to God 
for their actions. He was already held in great 
honour in Rome for his rigorous and ascetic life,’ 
but he used his influence cautiously and quietly, 
avoiding public controversy, from which he was 
averse. He prepared a book of Eulogim, or ex- 

1 By Slarius MercaMr, Commonitorium adv. Hceresim Pelagii 
(lAber Sub-Potantimn in Verba Juliani, prat, i., in Ph xlviii. 
109). 

2 Harnack, Hist, of Dogma, iv. 165 ; cf. v. 170, note. 

3 Yet there was a marked contrast between the Pelagian 
conception of grace and Theodore’s ; the latter came closer to 
Augustine, in so far as he regarded it as an inward inspiration. 

•* Chronology forbids us to identify him with a Pelagius men- 
tioned by Chrysostom (Sp. 4). 

t Aug. Eg. 186. 

t To be distinguished from Bullous of Aquileia. 

"He spent ‘ a very long time there ’ (Aug. dt Pecc. Orig. 24 ; 
Ct. de Gest. Pelag. 40). 


tracts from Scripture selected to emphasize the 
strength and freedom of the will, and especially 
set himself to counteract what he considered the 
enervating effects of Augustine’s Confessions 
whicli, vTitten about 400, were soon after widely 
read in Rome. Augustine’s famous prayer, ‘l)a 
quod jubes, et jube quod vis,’ particularly aroused 
his anger, as conducing to a passive and listless 
frame of mind.* Pelagius preached the need of 
moral effort and the sufficiency of man’s naturd 
free will to achieve its duty without relying on 
supernatural grace ; from this he was led on to 
call in ijuestion any idea of inherited sinfulness 
which might serve as an excuse for moral slackness. 
He circulated privately a commentary on St. Paul’s 
Ejiistles, in which, in the guise of objections 
raised by critics of current teaching, he indirectly 
set forth his own chief tenets. 

Associated with him was another layman, 
Ccelestius, a keen-witted dialectician, who had 
practised at the Roman bar, but under the influence 
of Pelagius had given up his worldly career to 
become a monk. In character this outspoken 
young man was a great contrast to his elderly and 
cautious master : an agitator ‘ incredibili loquaci- 
tate,’ as Augustine tells us, his method was 
‘fortiter scandalizare’ ; he quickly attracted atten- 
tion and was regarded by many as the real leader 
of the movement.’ 

(6) In Africa (411-412). — Alaric’s invasion led 
the two friends to leave Rome in 409 and to travel 
by way of Sicily to Africa, where they arrived in 
411. Pelagius did not come into personal contact 
with Augustine,® though the latter, busied as he 
then was with the settlement of the Donatist 
schism, remembers that be was disturbed by 
rumours of his teaching about the baptism of 
infants. Pelagius, however, soon after set out 
for Palestine. But Cmlestius stayed behind and 
applied for ordination as a presbyter at Carthage ; 
liis candidature was opposed in 412 by Paulimis, a 
deacon of Milan, on the ground of false doctrine, 
at a synod presided over by Bishop Aurelius. 
The libcllus, or formal indictment, attributed to 
Ccelestius seven heretical propositions ; 

(1) Adam was created mortal and would have died whether 
he had sinned or not; (2) Adam's sin injured himself only, and 
not the human race ; (3) children at birth are in that state in 
which Adam w'as before his sin ; (4) the whole human race does 
not die through Adam’s death and transgression, nor docs the 
whole human race rise through Christ’s resurrection ; (5) the 
law sends men to the Kingdom of Heaven just as the fTOspeJ 
does; (6) even before Christ’s coming there were men witliout 
sin : (7) man can be without sin, and keep God’s commandments 
easily if he will. 


Ccelestius refused to condemn these propositions : 
le claimed that he had heard Catholic pre.sbyters 
leny the transmission of sin, which ought to be 
ireated as an open question ; moreover, since he 
lid not deny tliat infants need baptism to be 
•edeemed, he was no heretic. The .synod never- 
iheless excommunicated him. He thereupon wrote 
lis Libellus brevissimits, explaining^ that in bis 
riew infants were in no wise bajitized for any 
■emission of sin, but received actual benefit through 
laptism and a share in Christ’s redemption ; un- 
japtized infants forfeited ‘eternal life, 
idmitted into ‘the Kingdom of Heaven, ims 
iract occasioned Augustine's first 
.reatise, de Peccatorvm meritis et remis^one_ I’*-" 
lotable as containing the first use of 
leccatnm, that ‘infelicitous phrase "’bich was to 
day so prominent a part in the controversy- 
Icclestius left for Ephesus, ‘m was ordamed 

iresbvter, and thence proceeded to Constanw 
lonle. 


< De Dono Persev. .SS. 

2 Cf. Aug. de Pece. Orio. IS, for a 
methods ofCootesUm and Pelagias. 

3 De Gest. Pelag. 46. 


contrast between the 
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(c) In Palestine { 4 II- 4 IS) — ^Meanwhile Pelagias 
had settled (quietly in Palestine. But his friend* 
ship with Bishop John of Jerusalem, combined 
■wiUi reports of nis teaching, attracted the un- 
favourahle notice of Jerome, W'ho wrote against 
him his letter to Ctesiphon^ and his Dialogue 
etdversus Pelagianos, styled by Hamack® ‘ a model 
of irrational polemics.' Pelagius replied wnth his 
de Nahira, but his cause was considerably 
damaged by the circulation of Coelestius’s rash 
Lihellus. The arrival in Palestine in 416 of 
a devoted disciple of Augustine, the hot-headed 
Spanish priest Orosius, brought matters to a 
climax. He brought a letter from Augustine to 
Jerome, and was invited to attend a synod of 
Jerusalem clergy convened by Bishop John to con- 
sider the Pelagian difficulty. He there related 
what the Carthaginian synod had done with 
Coelestiu^ and read aloud a letter from Aumstine 
to the Sicilian Hilarius on the possibility of liuman 
sinlessness and the need of divine grace. Pelagius 
was thereupon introduced to the meeting; he 
evaded the charges brought against him, and, 
when pressed, cried ‘ Anathema to him who 
teaches that man can become sinless without God’s 
aid ’ ; but the crucial question, as to whether by 
' God’s aid ’ Pelamus meant merely the example 
and teaching of Christ accepted by man’s natural 
free will or a direct inward working of God on the 
spirit * transcending both natural capacities and 
opportunities of moral instruction,’* was not dis- 
cussed. John knew no Latin and Pelagius no 
Greek, and the synod, failing to grasp the true sig- 
nificance of the dispute, agreed to the suggestion of 
Orosius that the matter, being of "VVestem origin, 
should be referred to Bishop Innocent of Borne. 

(d) The Synod of Diosjiolis ( 4 IS ). — Before the 
end of the year, however, Pelagius found himself 
once more face to face with Western accusers 
before an Eastern court. Two Gallic bishops, 
Heros of Arles and Lazarus of Aix, expelled from 
their own sees for obscure reasons and sojourning 
in Palestine, brought a formal accusation against 
Pelagius and Coelestius before a synod of fourteen 
bishops which met at Diospolis (Lydda) in Deo. 
416 under the metropolitan of Palestine, Eulogius 
of Ctesarea. Illness prevented the accusers from 
appearing in person, and Pelagius made skilful 
use of his opportunity ; the Libcltus, drawn up in 
Latin, was translated by sections; Pelagius in- 
geniously contrived satisfactory explanations of 
most of the phrases complained of, and disowned 
the rest; he denied responsibility for certain 
opinions attributed to Coelestius, and professed 
himself ready to condemn them * according to the 
judgment of the Holy Church’ and to anathe- 
matize every one who held or had held them, 
though ho protested that the dispute did not con- 
cern matters of dogma.* The synod not unnatur- 
ally declared him innocent ; but it is clear that he 
‘ stole his acquittal ’ by prevarications as faithless 
to his friend ns they were dishonourable to himself ; 
and, however cunningly he may have subsequently 
explained away his denial of other Pelagian tenets, 
ho cannot escape from the fact that he denied a 
proposition which both previously and subsequently 
was cardinal for his system — ‘ that God’s grace is 
given in proportion to our deserts, to such as are 
worthj'.’® Jerome was furious at the decision of 
the ‘miserable synod,’* but Augustine judged it 
more fairly when he explained it as acquitting not 
the heresy but the man who denied the heresy. 
Nevertheless, the Synod of Diospolis proved clearly 

I JEp. 133 (1S2). : V. ITS. 

s Cl. BriKht, Age pf the Fathert, i!. ITk 

* Ve Gest. Petag. S7t. ' Ansthematizo quasi stuICos, non quasi 
haereticos, slquidcm non est dopna’ (ft. 16). 

5 Cl. Anf. de Gest. Pelag. SO (xiv.) and 40 fxril.). 

» Ep. 14S. 2. 

VOL. IX. — 45 


that ‘ the Eastern church had not embraced in its 
entirety the doctrine of grace as formulated by 
Aumistine in the "West, and that, provided free 
will and grace were recognized as joint factors in 
the _ production of human goodness, it was not 
anxions to define by precise distinctions the exact 
limits of each agency.’^ The Easterns also prob- 
ably sympathized with Pelagius’s own unwilling- 
ness to extend the sphere of authoritative dogma.* 

(c) In the fVest (415-418 ). — Pelagius and his 
friends immediately made all possible use of their 
success. News 01 the acquittal was promptly 
spread abroad, especially in the West, whither 
carefully edited accounts of the synod were dis- 
patched. Pelagius answered Jerome with four 
books, de Libero Arbitrio, showing clearly that by 
‘grace’ he still meant the natural influence of 
Christ’s teaching, helping men ‘more easily^’ to 
obey the divine commands, and that he still held 
that ‘we are procreated ns without virtue, so with- 
out vice ’ — which shows the value that was to be 
set on his protestations at Diospolis.* 

Augustine realized that its ecclesiastical triumph 
was the moral defeat of the Pelagian cause.* Tne 
African bishops, nothing daunted, reaffirmed most 
emphatically their previous condemnation at two 
largely-attended synods which met in Carthage 
and Milan in 416. Both synods sent letters to 
Pope Innocent, desiring to secure the support of 
the Apostolic See to reinforce their own decisions. 
Augustine, Aurelius, and three other bishops 
further WTote to the pope a personal letter urging 
him to examine carefully Pelagius’s teaching. Ail 
these letters* contain careful explanations of the 
issues at stake, which are represented as essential 
to the entire Christian position as tlm Church had 
received it : it was not only that Pelagian teacliing 
made the practice of infant baptism superfluous, 
but it made the whole redemptive work of the 
Saviour Himself unnecessary ; it human nature be 
indeed what the Pelagians say it is, it must bo 
capable of working out its own salvation unassisted, 
depending solely on ‘the results of its original 
creation’; no need therefore for any divine de- 
liverer, to aflbrd supernatural assistance to men’s 
inward wills, no need for any' grace or means of 
grace. The letters were accompanied by an earlier 
treatise of Pelarius (7), dc Natura, together with 
Augustine’s reply, dc Nafura et Gratia, composed 
in 416. 

Innocent consulted his clergy and replied in Jan. 
417,* in a sense wholly favourable to the Africans, 
asserting man’s continual dependence on God’s 
inward grace not only at baptism but throughout 
life ; in Pelagius’s treatise he found nothing that 
pleased him, but he refrained from commentmg on 
the action of the Synod of Diospolis until he 
should receive an authentic account of its pro- 
ceedings. A few weeks afterwards he died. His 
successor was a Greek, Zosimus, and hardly had 
he been installed when Coelestius, recently expelled 
from Constantinople, appeared in Rome, to appeal 
against both this recent indignity and his earlier 
condemnation in Carthage. Zosimus’s interests 
were Eastern, and he had probably but little 
understanding of the real issues of this Western 
controversy. Coelestius secured a hearing, at 
which it was erident that he still continued to 
deny ‘transmitted’ or ‘original’ sin; but he 
avoided either condemning his own tenets or 
hearing them condemned. Zosimus wTote to the 
Africans, asserting that Coelestius had abundantly 
indicated the soundness of his faith, and that those 
who still desired to impugn it must appear in Borne 

I DOB, $.v. 'Pelajuus,’ iv. EST. 

* Cl. Haniack, v. 169, note S, 170, note 4. 

* His de Satura app^red about the eame time. 

4 ‘Ibi omnino cecidit haeresis vealra.' (see Brisrht, IL lESL 

* An?. J?p. 173, 177. «W. 1 S 1 - 1 S 4 . 
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within two months or else give up all doubts on 
the sahjeot. Shortly afterwards he received under 
'’over of a letter of commendation from Praylua, 
the new bishop of Jerusalem, a statement of faith 
from Pelarius. This is a treatise of ‘luminous 
orthodoxy^ as regards the doctrines of the Trinity 
and the Incarnation, hut on the real points at issue 
artfully vague : all men had free will, all had need 
of help from God,* but as to the nature of this help 
nothing was said ; the statement concluded defer- 
entially : Pelagius was ready to receive correction 
from him ‘who held the faith and see of Peter.’ 
Zosimns rehearsed it to his admiring ecclesiastics 
and ^vrote once more to the African bishops, de- 
claring that the statement of Pelagius had cleared 
him of all suspicion, and sternly rehulnng them 
for their hasty and uncharitable credulity in ad- 
mitting unfounded charges against men of ‘ perfect 
orthodoxy’ (‘absolutae tidei’). 

Meanwhile Augustine had received the official 
minutes of the Synod of Diospolis, and immedi- 
ately wrote his de Oestis Pelagii, comparing them 
witn Pelagius’s misrepresentations or what had 
taken place. Upon the reception of Zosimus’s 
letters the African bishops, assembled in a great 
synod of over 200 members, indignantly determined 
to stand by their condemnation of both Pelagius 
and Coelestius, and to uphold Pope Innocent’s 
sentence against them, until they should explicitly 
acknowledge that ‘God’s grace aids us through 
Jesus Christ, not only to know but to do what is 
right, in every single act, so that wthout grace 
we cannot have, think, speak or do anything that 
pertains to true and holy religion.’ 

This firm and diplomatic action aroused Zosimus 
to the need of caution ; with much grandiloquence 
as to the prerogatives of Peter he replied (21st 
March, 418) that he had not come to a final de- 
cision or given entire credence to Ccelestius ; the 
case stood where it was when he last wrote. But 
the cause was decided both in Italy and in Africa 
without further consideration for Zosimus: the 
emperor Honorius on 30th April issued an edict 
to PaUadius, the prastorian prefect, denoimcing 
Pelagius’s opinions as contrary to the Catholic law, 
exiling the two leaders of his heresy, and permit- 
ting the persecution of their followers ; and on 
1st May (two days after Zosimus’s pitiable letter 
reached Africa) a great council of the African 
Church in Carthage, without reference to any 
doctrinal pronouncements of Roman bishops, 
anathematized Pelagianism in a series of nine 
uncompromising canons.^ No direct connexion 
between these practically simultaneous imperial 
and ecclesiastical actions can be proved ; the 
former was possibly due to Italian opposition to 
Pelagianism emanating from Milan;® Augustine, 
however, expressed his hearty approval. 

Zosimus effected a complete change of front; 
there is some ambiguity as to dates, and it remains 
doubtful whether he contrived his volte face before 
or after the promulgation of the imperial edict, 
which in any case shows no sims of having been 
affected by the remarkable Epistula Tractoria 
issued by the pope. In this memorable document 
Zosimns condemns Pelagius, Coelestius, and their 
opinions, and affirms the doctrines for which the 
Africans contended, with an explicitness equalled 
only by that with which he had but a few months 
previously acquitted the heretics and rebuked their 
accusers. The incident has more than a merely 

1 ‘Liberum sic confitemtir arbitrium, ut dicamus nos indijere 
dei semper auxilio* (Pelasrius's Confession of Faith, given in full 
in Hahn, Bibliotheh der Symbole und Glatibensregeln\ p. ZSS). 

* Cf. Hamaok, v. 185. The canons anathematize those, among 
others, who derive death from natural necessity, who deny the 
presence of original sin in children, who assign any form of 
salvation to infants dying unbaptized, and who do not see in 
grace the indispensable condition of virtue. 

s So Hamack suggests (v, 185, note 7). 


historical interest, in view of the claims of his 
successors in the see to infallibility. Zosimus 
acted throughout in his official capacity, and the 
matter was doctrinally of the greatest importance. 

The subsequent history of the controversy may 
be briefly stated: Zosimus required subscription 
to his letter as a test of orthodoxy ; eighteen 
Italian bishops refused, of whom one, Julian, the 
youthful prelate of Eclannm, was to prove himself 
the ablest advocate of a cause already lost ; Pelagius 
himself disappeared from view; Coelestius was 
banished from Italy; Julian, with a group of 
sympathizers, betook himself to Theodore of 
Mopsuestia, and later joined Coelestius in Con- 
stantinople, when in 429 the patriarch Nestorius 
interceded for them with Pope Coelestine, to his 
own hurt no less than theirs, for Rome thought the 
worse of Nestorius for consorting with Pelagians, 
and the East thought the worse of the Pelagians 
for consorting with Nestorius; and so it came 
about that at the third general council at Ephesus 
in 431 the ‘Pelagians and Coelestians’ as well as 
the Nestorians were finally condemned.* 

3. Appreciation of the principles at issue.— (a) 
Jvlian and Augustine. — ^The real theologian of 
Pelagianism was Julian of Eclanum, who, con- 
scious though he was that he was the champion 
of a lost cause, continued systematically to work 
out his principles with admirable completeness. 
Pelagius and Coelestius had been primarily con- 
cerned to arouse men’s wills to worthier moral 
effort ; they were missioners rather than_ theo- 
logians, with a practical object in view, to induce 
men to practise monastic asceticism. But Julian 
was no ascetic ; his ideal of conduct was essentially 
naturalistic; as a man of the world he frankly 
admired the moderate and reasonable self-control 
inculcated by philosophers, and above all desired 
clear and rational thinking abontGod andmorality. 
Hamack fitly describes him as ‘ the first, and **P to 
the sixteenth century, the unsurpassed, unabMued 
representative of a self-satisfied Christianity. 
His theology adds nothing in principle to that <u 
Pelagius and Ccelestius, but he expresses with 

g eater force and lucidity their chief contentions. 

e maintained a vigorous and voluminous con- 
troversy with Augustine, who always treated him 
with respect, and often answered him sentence 
by sentence. It is possible, therefore, to recon- 
struct his system fairly accurately from Augustine s 
works. The two men were diametrically opposed 
both as to the form and as to the matter of their 
theology. As to form, Julian was a rationalisD, 
Augustine an authoritarian ; Julian denied that 
authority could strengthen what reason proves, 
‘we ought to weigh and not count opinions_ ; 
Augustine, as a result of the experiences whicn 
led up to his conversion, was profoundly conscions 
that he had received the very gospel itself on 
authority of the Church,* after reason had led him 
through countless aberrations. Julian claimed to 
have the philosophic few on his side, and 
as a blind rabble the majority which he not 
deny sided with Augustine. And the co**tont o* 
his theology was as essentially the gospel of free 
will as that of Augustine was the gospel of irre- 
sistible grace. . _ , mj,. 

{b) The Pelagian system 
Pelagian system as presented by him may be 
summarizea as follows:® 

O) God ij above all just; therefore everythinB that He 

Is'eMentiaDy pood, and c annot be In Ita nature con ^ 

iDrmlnff their 



condemnation ■ 

CouncUs, Enp. _ . , 

Mansi, Sacronm Conahonan nova 
Floren^nSO. Iv. IS30-1SS8). ^ ,, 35 

tC.^M.ilanich.6. scf.^amack.v. 191-203. 
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consequently human nature remains indestructibly good, and 
BO there can be no such thing ns a sinful nature, or ‘natural’ 
‘ original ’) sin. 

(2) The chief glories of man’s constitution are his reason and 
his free will ; the latter is an absolute and indefectible freedom 
of choice (‘mern capacitas [possibilitasl utriusque'J), which 
momentarily determines itself and remains unimpaired by 
previous choices. Sin is choosing that which is contrary to 
what reason tells us is righteous ; every man is at every moment 
of his career perfectly free to avoid choosing it (‘Liberum 
arbitrium et post peccata tarn plenum cst quam fuit ante 
peccata ’ By virtue of this free will man is rendered inde- 
pendent of God.s 

(3) The desires of the flesh are not ns such evil, seeing they 
are part of God’s creation ; therefore sin consists not in desire 
(liiido) itselt as such, but in its excess, which is due solely to 
the free choice of each Individual wilL Marriage is not per ss 
in any way sinfuL 

(4) Every man created by birth is in precisely the same con- 
dition morally as Adam was before he sinned, i.e, endowed 
inalienably by divine grace (gratia) with ‘natural holiness’ 
(^reason and free will). These are sufilcient to enable men to 
remain sinless ; hence there con bo (and Pelagias asserted that 
there had been) sinless men. 

(6) Adam sinned through free trfU ; his descendants also sin 
through free will ; neither in his case nor in theirs is physical 
death a consequence of sin, but spiritual death (damnation) is ; 
this is in no sense inherited from Adam, but is acquired by each 
man through his own sins. 

(6) ’The idea of inherited sin (tradux ptecati, piceatum 
onginis) and of inherited guilt Is both unthinkable and blas- 
phemous, for not only is it inconsistent with the notion of sin, 
which implies the exercise of free will, but it also suggests that 
God’s good creation has become radically evil, and that He 
either unjustly regards as sinful natures which have not yet 
themselves committed sin or else is responsible for creating evil 
natures. The only difference between the condition of children 
bom now and that of Adam before the Fall Is one not of nature 
but of environment: the farmer are bom into a societ}' in 
which evil oustoms and habits prevnil.4 

(7) By divine grace or aid (gratia, adjutorium) is meant 
•Ither man’s natural constitution (‘ the grace of creation*), by 
virtue of which some heathen have been perfect men, as good 
in every respect as perfect Jews or perfect Christians, or the 
law of God (an augmentum benejleiorum Dei) by which He has 
revealed to man what be ought to do, to aid man’s reason 
darkened by sin, or else the grace of Christ, which, no less than 
the law, is essentially enlightenment and teaching (illuminatio 
et doefrino), working through Christ’s own example, through 
His authoritative assurance of forriveness^ to all who are 
baptized, and through the dogmas and mysteries of the Church. 
Grace, of whatever kind, is emphatically not an inward power 
enabling the will, for ‘ homo libero arbitrio emancipatus a Deo ’ ; 
it is rather something external, which the will may grasp if it 
chooses to. Law and gospel are alike in operation, and men 
can enter the Kingdom of Heaven os well through the one os 
through the other. 

(8) Grace Is given according to men’s merits ; it would not be 
consistent with God's Justice to give it to sinners. 

(c) Criticism of the stjstcm . — Such in brief out- 
line was the system which the Church rejected as 
a mischievous innovation, endangering the very 
essentials of the Christian religion. 

How far was it an innovation In temper and 
spirit it was undoubtedly in marked contrast with 
the instinctive religious attitude reflected in every 
writing of the NT and in the traditional piety of 
the Catholic Church. Its whole conception of 
human nature and of virtue was more akin to 
Stoicism tlian to the gospel ; but for some of its 
propositions it would be difficult to find definite 
refutations in the writings of many of the earlier 
Church Fathers of repute, and the system which 
Augustine opposed to it may in some important 
respects be ns justly accused of innovation. 
Pelaginnism may oe defined as Christian Stoicism, 
and as such it is probably to_ this day the undefined 
theology of the great majority of ‘plain men,’ 
especially perlinps in the busy, competitive con- 
ditions of modem Western civilization. ‘God 

1 Pclagiua taught a possibilitas boni as distinguished from the 
postibiliias ulrtltsgxie of Julian (de OraL Chntti, 6, Op. Imp. 
I 78-Sl). 

2 Op. Imp. 1. 01. 

3 jh. 1. 78: 'Libertas arbltril, qua a Deo emancipatuf homo 
est.' 

4 For infant baptism Julian had no real rationale ; he accepted 
it os Implying a certain consecration ot the Inlant, with a refer- 
ence to his future sins. Children dying unbaptized did not 
forfeit * eternal life,’ though they woufd tali to enter its fullest 
blessedness, the ' Kingdom of Heaven.' 

3 For a full consideration of Uic previous development of the 
doctrine of original sin see art, Oeioixal Sin and F. K. Tennant, 
The Sources of the Doctrines oj the Fall and Original Sin. 


helps those who help themselves’ is a favourite 
proverb of the EngUsh, and expresses in rough 
and form the IPelagian doctrine of grace. 

But, ifit be tme that genuine Christian ethics 
are superior to all others ‘ not so much through the 
presence or absence of particular articles, as 
through a view of life whion substitutes submission 
for independence, humility for self-content,’ ^ then 
‘Christian Stoicism’ is a contradiction in terms, 
and Pelagianism is more pagan than Christian. 
Yet we must remember that Pelagianism does 
assert that the possibility of human righteousness 
and perfection originates in ‘ the grace of creation,’ 
that Munty of God which endowed men with ‘ free 
tvill,’ and so it is not fair to say that it makes 
righteousness a matter of human merit entirely 
independent of God. In practice, however, it issued 
in a frame of mind which set God and man over 
against each other as independent parties, and 
tended to reduce religion to the levels of merit and 
reward and to make of morality simply a question 
of copying good or bad examples. 

Certain individual propositions of the Pelagian 
system the subsequent development of Christian 
thought has tended to confirm ; its unwillingness 
to consign nnbaptized infants to perdition, its 
readiness to recognize the possibility of good and 
Christlike characters being found outside the 
direct inflnences of the gospel and the Church, its 
insistence that the natural desires and functions of 
the body are in themselves in no way evU, its 
recognition of the fact that physical death cannot 
be regarded simply and solely as a lamentable 
outcome of human .sin, but is an inevitable (and 
indeed beneficent) element in the general process 
of nature, are all points on which later thought 
and wider experience cannot but recognize that 
the Pelagians were nearer the truth than their 
opponents. 

On the other hand, the whole Pelagian psycho- 
logy of the wll must be judged superficial and in- 
adequate; its conception of sin is ‘atomistic’; it 
ignores the phenomena of habit, and treats the 
growth of character as a more succession of wholly 
independent and nncorrelated decisions of an 
abstract faculty of choice which remains quite 
nnafiected by its choosing; it leaves the whole 
problem of the nature of personality unexplored, 
and BO fails entirely to explain the possibility of 
temptation, and above all the reality of man's 
responsibility for his actions, the very thing that 
it set out to maintain. It is essentially self- 
contradictory, for, by treating personality as a 
bare series of states of mind, it leaves us in the 
last resort sceptical as to the reality and persist- 
ence of that very will the indestructible freedom 
of which is of the very essence of its contentions. 

{d) Aumistinc's doctrine of sin and grace, The 

ground of the difTerence between the Pelagians and 
Augustine is to be found in their views of the 
actual condition of human nature: the former 
thought of it as still morally sound, the latter as 
utterly corrupt ; the former held that the fncnitv 
of choice remained unimpaired, and that men 
could bo good if they wLshed, the latter insisted 
that the will itself was perverted and deprav^ at 
its very root, and incapable in its own strength of 
choosing and doing even what it knew to be good • 
and there can ho little doubt that, with ^ his 
over-statements, Augustine was truer not enlv te 
the traditions of Christianity, but to the facts of 
human experience. It is when we come to con- 
sider the theo^ ty vhich Augustine sought to 
explain the fact of this univcrK.-il perversion 
wifi that wo find that not only modem Tlfe" 
but his predecessors among the theologians of tS 
H. Kcny. BUU of tl,c C/.urd, cfarUt, London, ISCl^ 
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Church, are far from unanimous in his support. It 
is not merely that Augustine is the originator of 
the famous term ‘ original sin ’ (peccatum originis), 
or_ that this term is infelieitous, in so far as hy 
‘sin’ we mean an evil for which the individual 
who ‘ sins ’ is himself responsible, in a manner in 
which he cannot possibly be for anything which 
he simply inherits; nor is it that for the Scrip- 
tural foundation of his theory he relies on an 
indefensible Latin rendering of the Greek of St. 
Paul ; it is nob merely that in his explanation of 
the universality of human sinfulness he asserts 
that the nature with which an infant finds itself 
endowed at birth is a perverted nature, inclined to 
sin, and that this perverted inclination— no less 
real because merely potential — is due to heredity, 
for others before Augustine had taught this, 
though Avith less lucidity ;* it is that Augustine is 
obsessed with tlie idea that this inherited sinful- 
ness consists chiefly and almost entirely in that 
very ‘concupiscence’ by Avhich the race is propa- 
gated and increased. Such is the form in which 
Augustine presented his theory of original sin to 
Julian, and Julian naturally accused him of 
Manichseism, The idea Avas not in itself novel, it 
Avas a commonplace of Gnostic heresy ; Avhat Aims 
novel Avas its presence at the heart of a sj^stem 
Avhich claimed to be Catholic and orthodox. 
Augustine, indeed, explained in reply that lie did 
not regard marriage in itself as sin, but insisted 
that as things actually are it is invariably attended 
Avith passions Avhich have the nature of sinfulness 
and that this is due to the radical corruption of all 
human nature ; the general impression made by 
his arguments is that he himself is convinced that 
both in its ori^n and in its subsequent propagation 
the sinfulness noAV inherent in human nature 
manifests itself principally in this connexion.* 
There can be no doubt that Augustine’s personal 
history coloured his presentation of the character 
of inherited sinfulness, AA’hich practically, if not 
theoretically, involved him in Manichasan dualism. 
His contention had wide-spread and lasting in- 
fluence in the development of monastic asceticism, 
Avhich from his day till the Keformation Avas to 
be both officially and popularly regarded as the 
highest ideal of Christian conduct. 

Yet it is clear that this conception of the nature 
of ' original sin ’ is not essential to the idea of an 
‘ inherited sinfulness ’ as such ; and, if there are 
weighty reasons for rejecting Augustine’s theory of 
concupiscence, there are weightier ones for support- 
ing his doctrine of original sin — reasons which can 
be adduced not only from the earlier traditions of 
the Church, but from the general study of human 
nature; and, as J. B. Mozley has pointed out, not 
only has it been maintained by orthodox theolo- 

1 Aug. c. duos Ep. Pelag. iv. 4, where Ro 612, i navrtt 
^fiopToi', is translated ' in quo omnes peccaverunt,’ an impossible 
rendering. Eo 512-21 ig the Scriptural locus classicus tor the 
doctrine of original sin ; but a strict exegesis, though it shows 
that St. Paul certainly deduced the universal prevalence of 
death from the effect of the sin of man’s common ancestor 


gians, but it is assei-ted by ‘ivorldly philosophers 
and poets.’ ^ Spirits so contrasted as Kant^ and 
Shelley * can be quoted in its support, and it is the 
common assumption of the thought of plain men 
about themselves. For Avho Avould dare say that 
the Avill of any human being Avas at any stage of jits 
moral development all that it ought to be? Even 
those Avho maintain the doctrine of man’s ‘perfecti- 
bility’ hereon earth hold that it consists in the 
elimination of previous imperfection. And, if the 
Avill of man be thus universally perverted, what 
other explanation of its perversion Avill satisfy the 
facts except that which says that it is innate? 
The thought of the present day, fascinated ivith 
the spectacle of the marvellous ascent and progress 
of mankind from crude beginnings toii-ards all that 
makes for a richer cmlization, is indeed ant to 
express itself impatiently on the doctrine of the 
Fall ; but the experience of the present day is at 
one Avith that of previous ages as to the universal 
prevalence of opportunities missed, of faculties 
misused, and of that fatal facility Avith Avhich 
even the greatest and best of men fall short of 
their ideals. ‘The good that I Avould I do not: 
but the evil Avhich I Avould not, that I do ’ (Ro 7‘*) 
is still the cry of candid self-criticism. How 
this * radical evil ’ originated aa’Iio shall confidently 
say? But that it is Avovea into the very te.xture 
of that human nature Avhich every child inherits at 
its birth Avho aaoII deny ? The modem investiga- 
tion of heredity leads us to understand more 
clearly than was possible for the men of the 5th 
Christian century the intricate solidarity of man- 
kind, and to perceive hoAV 

'In the fatal sequence of this world 
Ad evil thought may soil our children’s blood.’* 

It was precisely the presence of this formidable 
perversion of the Avill at Avork throughout the mass 
of humanity that led Augustine to call it massa 
perditionis^ and to believe that God could be in 
any way responsible for or satisfied with such a 
state of things was rank blasphemy. Human 
nature as such — as it actually exists — is desemng 
of His displeasure : to the human race as a universal 
entity guilt attaches, and every particular indi- 
vidual sharing human nature shares in its >' 
he is bom in sin, his very origin is tainted, and it 
is not merely a matter of legal status before the 
bar of divine perfection, but a matter of positive 
wrongness of life. The ‘ results of the origimu 
creation’ of human nature have been so weakened 
and degraded that it is helpless of itself to help 
itself, from the very nature of the ope. Hence 
the whole Pelagian conception of grace is hopelpsly 
inadequate to aesoribe Avhat man needs if he is to 
escape from himself as he actually is to that per- 
fection for Avhich he Avas made. It is not 
that in Christ the ideal be displayed with all 
imaginable distinctness ; man may see it, and may 
love it, but remains powerless to realize it ; what 
1 l/scturcs and other Theological PaperSf linden, 188S, pp- 


Adam, does not show that he clearly stated any inheritance of 
sinful tendency from Adam, though it may be held that his 
argument implies this. Cf. W. Sanday and A. O. Headlam, 
ICC, ‘Ep. to the Romans,'® Edinburgh, 1902, pp. 130-147; 
Tennant, The Fall and Original Sin, ch. xi. ; J. F. Bethune- 
Baker, An Introd. to the Early Bist. of Chr. Doctrine, London, 
1903, p. 309, note 2. 

2 Notably TertuIIian(rif turn originis, traduxpeccali), Ci-prian, 
Ambrose in the AVest, and in the East Ongen_(in his later 
works) and the Cappadocians. Irenasus, Athanasius, and Cyril 
of Jerusalem recognize the universality of sin and the fallen 
state of the race as a whole, without definitely teaching in- 
herited sinfulness; the Antiochenes, including even John 
Chrysostom, can be quoted as opposing this conception. None 
of his predecessors insisted on the utter depravity and corrup- 
tion of human nature so strongly as Augustine (see Tennant, 
pp. 273-346). 

3 Cf. his own statement of the purpose of his de Nuptiis et 
concupiscentia p. 1) : ‘to distinguish between the evil of carnal 
concupiscence, from which man who is bom therefrom con- 
tracts original sin, and the good of marriage.’ 




eason, tr. T. K. AbDottf, ixmuon, i 

218) ; Kant, while rejecting the traditional 
iriginal sin,’ insisted on a ' radical badness 
iture (cf. lleligion ivithin the Limits of Pure Season, pt L, tr. 
K.AbbottS, London, 1900, H. 335 f.,iii. 339). ,.„|icf. 

3 Prometheus, act i. opening speech, act U. so. 4 , aau 
iTon, Har’oW, canto iVe 126. of 

Xcnn^soiit u.. ft vppv direct bearing 


titude of uncertainty, between - ^ 

ther inclines, not unnaturally, and letter to 

0 general assumption of the Pelagians, Victor 

itatUB (Bp. 202 6is), and his four books to -la to 

,Am-maet eius origins). Aumistine h^ appealed In vain to 
rome for his views on the subject (Ep. 1^). 

5 De Pece. Orig. 81, de Cerrrept. St Crat. 7. 
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he needs is a transforming force mthin, at the 
very root of his personality, directly strengthening 
his will, not only putting into his mind good 
desires, but enabling him to bring them to good 
efleot. And it was just such an inward trans- 
forming force that Aurastine, like Paul before 
him, had experienced. He knew it not as issuing 
out of his own natural will, but as entering into it 
from beyond ; and in his experience it was derived 
solely from that spiritual contact with Christ 
which had led him at last in spite of himself to feel 
it at its fullest within the fellowship of the Catholic 
Church. 

Such were the convictions of Augustine, and, so 
long as Christian religious experience remains 
confident of the activity of a grace such as that 
which made all the difference to him, so long will 
the Christian Church reject Pelagianism. 

4 . The transition to Semi-Pelagianism. — (a) 
Incipient criticism of Augustine. — ^The Church, 
however, proved readier to reject Pelagianism than 
to accept in its entirety the system wliich Augus- 
tine constructed to oppose it. It recomized 
instinctively that Augustine’s description of indi- 
vidual religious experience, with its unequivocal 
derivation of all human goodness from divine 
grace, was what Christian piety demanded ; but, 
when he proceeded to elevate ‘ the necessary self- 
criticism of the advanced Christian into a doctrine, 
which should form the sole standard by_ which to 
jndge the whole sphere of God’s dealings with 
men ,’ 1 it hesitated to accept his conclusions. For 
Augustine’s basal conviction that he had been con- 
verted and saved in spite of himself by a divine 
love that overwhelmed all opposition and forced 
him to surrender led him to assert that God’s 
grace was irresistible, and that the human will 
was simply passive in the working out of its 
salvation. Bue recognized indeed a ‘ free will ’ in 
men, in that he held that there remained in them, 
perverted tliough they were, a faculty of choosing, 
itself ‘ poised in indilference,’ a mere capacity for 
either part ; “ but he regarded this not as the core 
of personality, but merely as an instrument of 
which the personality makes use, a good person- 
ality using it well, an evil badly.* It is not tlie 
instrument but its user that has been changed and 
corrupted by the Fall. The user’s power of con- 
trolling his faculty of choice is wliat Aumistino 
reallymeansby ‘will’; and this ‘will,’ he believed, 
could be a good will only through the operation of 
the irresistible grace of God;‘ consequently the 
all too obvious fact that some men are being 
moulded by grace into Christian perfection, while 
others are not, was only to bo accounted for in tiie 
last resort by postulating a divine choice and pre- 
destination, in the absolute and inscrutable exercise 
of which God extends His sovereign and irresistible 
grace to some, but withholds it from others. 

The implications of tiiis doctrine were as great a 
stumbling-block to Christian piety as were the 
tenets of the Pelagians, and before Augustine’s 
death this aspect of his teaching caused many 
searcliings of heart. Criticism first became articu- 
late in the monasteries; at Hadrumotum the 
monks began to question the use of good works or 
of reprimanding the sinful, seeing that free will, if 
what Augustine taught were true, was unreal. 
Augustine replied in 126 or 427 with two treatises, 
de Gratia ct Lihero Arhitrio and dc Correptionc et 
Gratia, in which he endeavoured to maintain the 
reality of free choice and the moral effectiveness of 
rebuke, along with the sovereignty of gratuitous 

’ Harnacli, v. SIO. 

a De Dece. ileritis, 11 SO, e. duat Petag, Ep. 1. S, 7. 

a JDfl Gratia Christi, 4L I, 

* Cl. hU timous distinction between the ‘posse non pcccarc' 
ol natural Ireo will, and the 'non posse pcccaro’of the tree will 
assist^ by supernatural yrace (de Corrept, et Gratia, S3 fill.]). 
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grace; both free choice and rebuke, he argued, 
were means employed by grace for its redemptive 
purposes, and therefore as means included under 
God’s predestination of the end; the text ‘God 
willeth that all men should be saved’ (1 Ti 2*) he 
explained by interpreting ‘ all men ’ os ‘all sorts 
of men.’ 

Shortly afterwards there appeared in Carthago 
iteelf the contention which was soon to be recog- 
nized as the characteristic tenet of what its 
opponents later came to call ‘Semi-Pelagianism.’ 
One Vitalis was accused of teaching that the first 
beginning of faith was due not to the grace of 
God, but to man’s own free choice ; in other 
respects he was, apparently, no Pelagian. Augus- 
tine addressed to luin a weighty letter (Ep. 217), 
but the same proposition was destined to call forth 
a fuller refutation from the meat doctor before his 
death. Two of his most devoted disciples, the 
laymen Hilary and Prosper (of Eiez in Provence), 
w'rote to tell him of the state of theology in S. 
Gaul, especially among the monks of Marseilles, 
under tlie presidency of their founder, the well- 
known teacher John Cossian, formerly a deacon of 
John Chrysostom. 

(6) John Cassian's doctrine of grace. — John 
Cassian held Augustine in great veneration ; he 
believed in original sin and in the universal need of 
grace, as Augustine did ; on these crucial matters 
he was no Pelagian. But he held : * 

(l)That the first movement of faith by which man pro^a 
grace and profits by It Is the effort of man's native capacity 
unaided ; (2) that grace is not Irresistible ; man can of his own 
free choice reject, Just as he can accept. It, though, unless ho 
accepts It, he remains powerless to bo or do good ; (3) that God 
offers His grace freely to all men, and genuinely and literally 
wills all men to be saved ; that aU men do not profit by grace 
is due solely to their own rejection of it ; (4) that, consequently, 
God’s predestination, of which Scripture certainly speaks, is 
grounded on His foreknowledge of those who would accept or 
reject His grace, not on any arbitrary selection of His sovereign 
choice. 

Cassian opposed Augustine’s teaching on election 
and irresistible grace as tending to fatalism and 
dangerous to morality. It is clear that his protest 
had little in common with Pelagianism proper; 
Cassian himself had indeed been nurtured in 
Eastern ratlicr than Western theology ; but the 
principles which he formulated were also main- 
tained by men such as Hilary of Arles, whoso 
thought was built up with characteristically 
Augustinian ideas. The whole movement was 
occasioned by Augustine’s teaching, and is not 
unjustly described by Hamack as ‘ popular Catholi- 
cism made more definite and profound by Augus- 
tine’s doctrines.’* 

The weak spot in the theory was its unwilling- 
ness to allow that even in the first movement of 
the soul towards faith the prime mover is God; 
Christian instinct, no less than Christian logic, 
insists that for this, very often its hardest task, 
the will needs and finds divine assistance no less 
I than in the effort to continue faithful, and Christ- 
ian pictj’ recognizes as the outstanding element of 
its experience the grace of God presiding at its 
very inception. 

It is not surprising that Augustine would have 
none of it; just before his death ho composed a 
work in two parts to refute his Gallic critics, de 
Prcdcstinatione Sanctorum and de Dono Perse- 
verant iw (428-429). The writings add little of force 
or clarity to what he had already written ; they 
contain the interesting confession that he had 
himself earlier held the views which he now 
rejects,* whUe they deal adequately enougli with 
the illogical nature of Semi-Pelagianism, in tiiat, 
while it insists on the need of ‘co-operating’ 
grace, it denies the need of ‘ prevenient ' or ‘ origin- 

f Cassian's teaching is formulated in his Cdllationes Patrvm. 
xiu. ; cl. Hamack, v. 24S, note 2. 

* T. 245, note S. SDe Dono Pertev. 55. 
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ating’ grace. They do not soften the rigours of 
his own theory of the irresistibility of grace, and 
of the absoluteness of God’s predestination. Still 
busy with his ‘ unfinished work ’ in refutation of 
Julian, Augustine died on 28th Aug. 430. 

(c) Th& controversy after Augustine's death . — 
Prosper continued the campaign against the monks 
of Gaul, but without convincing them, although he 
allowed that Augustine spoke ‘too harshly,’ and 
distinguished between ‘predestination’ as to salva- 
tion and ‘ prescience ’ as to reprobation. He was 
supported by a letter from Pope Coelestine, insist- 
ing on the need of prevenient grace, and containing 
a panegyric of Augustine, yet the opposition did 
not languish, and among the critics of predesti- 
narianism with whom Prosper tried to deal was a 
certain Vincent, not without reason identified by 
many scholars with the famous Vincent of Lerins, 
author of the Commonitorium. This writer cannot 
be accused of maintaining the characteristic ‘ Semi- 
Pelagian ’ theory as to grace ; he concentrated his 
criticism on the inferences which were to be drawn 
from a strict application of Augustine’s theory of 
predestination and irresistible grace ; here, through- 
out the controversy, was the real rock of ofience, 
and we may well believe that, ‘ if grace had not 
been called irresistible, Semi-Pelagianism might 
never have been heard of.’* 

The controversy was continued for close on a 
century. About 450 two remarkable anonymous 
writers made tlieir contribution to it, the con- 
ciliatory Augustinian author of the de Vocatione 
Gentium and the bitter anti-predestinarian author 
of the Proedestinatus, a cruel parody of Augustin- 
ianism. Semi-Pelagianism held its own in S. 
Gaul, and found its most influential champion in 
Faustus, bishop of Kiez and formerly abbot of 
Lerins, a great patron of monasticism. Around 
his opinions the controversy revived; he insisted 
that original sin and free will were not mutually 
exclusive ; that the latter, though weakened, was 
yet able always to co-operate with grace, which, 
indeed, he thought of mainly as external aid, con- 
centrated in the doctrine and ordinances of the 
Church; he taught a rudimentary doctrine of 
merit, which was by now becoming one of the 
implicit conceptions of theology. He was every 
whit as strong in his support of original sin as he 
was in his antipathy to predestination. 

Faustus’s teaching came, after his death (c. 600), 
to the notice of the authorities at Home, and of 
certain African bishops living exiled in Sardinia ; 
one of these, Fulgentius of Ruspe, wrote replies to 
Faustus, upholding Augustinianism out and out, 
and in 620 Pope Hormisdas, while declining offici- 
ally to condemn Faustus’s writings, declared that 
the doctrines of the Roman Church as to sin and 
grace could be seen from the writings of Augustine. 

[d] The Synod of Orange {5S9). — In S. Gaul the 
Semi-Pelagian party still maintained itself, but 
the ablest and most respected bishop of the times, 
Csesarius of Arles, though himself a pupil of the 
monks of Lerins, ^oke out as a vigorous champion 
of Augustine.® Under his presidency an important 
synod assembled at Orange in 529,® composed not 
only of clergy but of laity; 26 canons were pro- 
mulgated, and these were subsequently invested 
■with more than local importance by the official 
approval accorded them by Pope Boniface n., 
vmich has caused them to be accepted by Latin 
orthodoxy as embodying its final decisions on the 
subject.^ 

1 BriRht, Age of tTie Fathers, il. 400. 

s His most important work was the de Gratia et Libera 
Arbitrio, now lost. 

3 Known ofBcially as the Second Synod at Orange, Aransicana 
Seounda (see Hefele, iv. sect. 242). 

4 Boniface's conflrmation is in a letter wrongly dated ‘ Jan, 
25. 530,’ but written in Nov. or Dec. of that year. 


The canons were based on selections made for 
the use of the synod by Pope Felix rv. from the 
•writings of Augustine and Prosper. They emphati- 
cally exclude Semi-Pelagianism, in so far as they 
repeatedly insist on the need of prevenient grace, 

E.g., ‘The grace of God is not granted in response to prayer, 
but itself causes prn 3 -er to be offered for it ’(3); ‘that we may 
be cleansed from sin, God does not wait upon, but prepares, our 
will ’ (4) ; ‘ the beginning of faith is not due to us, but to God' 
(6) ; ‘ undeserved grace precedes meritorious works . . . Grace 
Is not nature ' (21) ; ‘ to love God is the gift of God ' (26). 


But no less significant is the absence of any 
definition of grace as irresistible, and of all refer- 
ence to predestination and election, except an 
anathema against any, ‘ if any there were/ who 
should maintain a predestination to evil.* 

The Fathers of Orange cannot be held to have 
solved the problems of free will and determinism, 
but theirs is at least the credit of excluding from 
the traditions of Christian orthodoxy a demoraliz- 
ing fatalism which did violence to men’s most 
sacred instincts concerning the justice and all- 
embracing love of God, whue the dictates of piety 
and humility were generously obeyed in their clear 
insistence on the supremacy of grace. The definite 
though modified Augustinianism of Orange became 
the accepted theology of Western Christendom as 
to sin and grace ; history has proved that it can be 
combined ml too easily with those tendencies^ which 
developed the medimval doctrines of merit and 
good works and produced a type of religion which, 
for all the difference in its external expression, 
was for all practical purposes Pelagian rather than 
Augustinian in its efiects, in that it sought to earn 
by acts of piety that grace which in theory it pro- 
fessed was freely given. 

5 , Conclusion. — Predestinarianism, like Pelag- 
ianism, dies hard ; if the ‘common-sense logic’ of 
the latter still satisfies the ‘ plain man ’ so far as 
he concerns himself with such things, the pro- 
founder and more imposing coherence of the former 
has continued to attract ardent supporters, more 
especially in times of religious and intellectual 
stress. After an acute recrudescence in the Car- 
lovingian renaissance of the 9th cent., when Gott- 
sohalk’s crude Augustinianism was combated by 
Rabanus and Hincmar (848-853), the controversy 
was quiescent for centuries. The Schoolmen were 
content to systematize the doctrine of grace on the 
basis of a recognized ‘mystery’; it was enough 
for faith that ‘ God “ knew ” how efficaciously to 
incline the ■will, without infringing on its liberty. 
But in the turmoil of the 16th cent, the gr^t 
problem of grace once more became vital: for 
Luther, and over^whelmingly for Calvin, predMU- 
nation emerged as a foundation principle, whue 
the Roman Catholie Church was faced with the 
difficulties raised by the systems of Molinos, Bains, 
and Jansen, In England the conflict between uai- 
■vinist and Arminian became more_ than academic, 
and in the great Evangelical Revival of the rath 
cent, proved real enough to cause the separation 
between Wesley and Whitefield. to the 19th c^nt. 
the amazing progress of natural science seemed tor 
a while to ensure the triumph of detemmism, ana 
suggested to the theologians affected by it strange 
combinations of a naturalistic conception of grace 
with an equally naturalistic idea of predetermming 
‘Providence’; but Pelagius and Augustine were 
not thus easily to be reconciled. ^Meanwhile 
evolutionary systems of ethics and theoio^, 
less than the scientific study of relipou iteelf hy 
the anthropologist, the histonan, and the F'i . . 
legist, are necessitating a radical .-e 

of those traditional conceptions of sin ^nd p 
and free ivill which were the lingua franca of 

1 A further sjnod ftt Valence fn 629 or 530 served only to 
reiterate the conclusions reached at Orange 

2 Of. EREvi. SC0>>. 
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earlier controversies. Yet the problem which the 
stndy of the Pelagian controversies raises remains 
the same, and its solution must continue to be of 
the most vital interest to morality and religion ; 
for it is concerned with the discovery of an ultimate 
synthesis between three basal and undying convic- 
tions— the responsibility of the individual, the 
solidarity of the race, and the supremacy of God. 

See also artt. AUGUSTINE, Baptism, Calvin, 
Free Will, Grace, Original Sin, Perfection, 
Predestination. 

LirEnATCBE.— The extant writing of Pela^Ios, Included In 
Jerome’s works; viz. Expositianes in Ep. Pauli, Epitt. ad 
Demetr., and hibellua Fidei ad Innocent. ; various Pelagian Con- 
fessions of Faith coliected in A. Hahn, mbliotheh der SymhdU 
und Olaubeneregeln^, Bresiau, 1897, pp. 288-293; the Anti- 
Pelagian treatises of Augustine (collected and translated in 
Eicene and Post-Fieene Fathert, let ser., vol. v.. New York, 
1887), with a valuable introduction by B. B. Warfield; W. 
Bright, Jntrod. to Select Anti-Pelagian Treatieet of Auguttine, 
Oxford, 1880, Age of the Fathers, London, 1903, vol. 11. ch. 
xxxiii. f. ; Marius Mercator, Opera, pars i. in PL xlviii. ; 
A; Bruckner, ‘Julian von Eclanum,’ in T(T xv, 8 [1897); 
G. ,P. Fisher, Hist, of Christian Doctrine, Edinburgh, 1890, 
pp. 183-197 ; A. Hamack, Hist, g/ Dogma, Eng, tr« 7 vole., 
London, ISOl-OO, v. ; F. J. Hail, Evolution and the Fall, New 
York, 1910 : J, B. Mozley, Augustinian Doctrine of Predesti- 
national, London, 1878, on. iii. ; F. R. Tennant, The Origin 
and Propagation of Sm^, Cambridge, 1900, The Sources of the 
Doctrines of the Fall and Original Sin, do. 1903; G. F. 
Wlggers, Persuch einer pragmatischen Darstellung des 
Avgustinismus und Pelagianismus, Hamburg, 1821-33. 

R. G. Parsons. 

PENANCE (Roman Catholic). — Penance 
designates (1) a sacrament of the Roman Catholic 
Church, (2) a punishment inflicted for sins com- 
mitted, and, more particularly, (3) an ecclesiastical 
or canonical punishment. 

The most satisfactory method of investigating 
the nature and character of penance, as understood 
and practised in the Church, is to follow its histori- 
cal development from its origin. 

The very idea of the religion of Christ is that of 
a redemption from sin, through the sufiTerings of 
Jesus, the_ salutary effects of whose vicarious expia- 
tion are imparted to each individual soul at its 
conversion to the faith, as accompanied and evi- 
denced by baptism and admission into the Church. 
As a consequence, some uncertainty in doctrine 
and practice was bound to result as to the atti- 
tude which the Church should observe towards 
those who, once regeuerated through baptism, fell 
into sin again and applied for reconciliation. 

In the Roman Catholic view the emphatic state- 
ment of Jesus bestowing on His apostles without 
any restriction authority to forgive sins (Mt 16’® 
18’®, Jn 20^’’“) left no doubt in the minds of the 
early Christians as to the general power vested in 
the Church to forgive all manner of sins. Such is 
at least the Roman Catholic belief reasserted in 
the decree Lamentahili (3rd July 1907), in which 
are condemned two modernistic propositions (46, 
47) which assert that ‘in the primitive Church 
there _was no idea of the reconciliation of the 
Christian sinner by the authority of the Church,’ 
and that, ‘ even after it came to be recognized as 
an institution of the Church, it was not called by 
the name of sacrament.’ 

Nevertlieless in the earliest times there were 
three kinds of crimes considered so atrocious that 
they were punished by perpetual excommunication : 

homicide, and adultery or fornication. 
This did not imply that such sins were considered 
unforgivable, but merely that the Church did not 
wont to assume the responsibility of pronouncing 
on them, leaving them to be settled between the 
conscience of the sinner and God Himself. Very 
early, however, it came to be realized that such 
a rigorous attitude was more detrimental than 
beneficial, and already the Pastor of Hennas 
(c. 140-154) contains assurances of forgiveness for 
all sms except blasphemy of the Name and betrayal 


of the brethren (Sim. ix. 19). Hermos clearly 
expresses at the same time that the forgiveness 
which he announces is in the nature of a unique 
concession, to be had once only and for the time 
being, and that those who sin afterwards will be 
unworthy of the grace, for ‘there is but one 
repentance for the servants of God ’ (Mand. IV. i. 8) 
— a restriction which Roman Catholic authors 
understand of public reconciliation only. 

Clement of Alexandria (Strom, ii. 13), Denys of 
Corinth (in Eus. EE iv. 23), and the Didachc of the 
Apostles do not seem to admit of so many restric- 
tions, and Tertullian (de Pan. v.-xi.) distinguishes 
two kinds of penance, one as a preparation to 
baptism and the other to obtain forgiveness of 
some grievous sin after baptism. In his ‘ peremp- 
tory edict’ Pope Callistus (218-222) declares: ‘I 
forgive the sins both of adulterj’ and fornication to 
those who have done penance’ — ^whereupon Ter- 
tullian, now become a Montanist, protests in his 
de Pudicitia against Callistus’s error, that the 
Church could forgive all sins, and likewise takes 
Hennas to task for favouring the pardon of 
adulterers. Much rigour was still exhibited in 
practice ; in most cases reconciliation was deferred 
to the moment of death, and Cyprian (Ep, Iv. 
[li.] 21) expressly alludes to the ‘ancient bishops’ 
who kept adulterers for ever excluded from the 
Church. It seems, however, that forgiveness was 
everywhere granted to the sinners who had obtained 
the intercession of the martyrs in the shape of 
a Libellus pads, although Cyprian at Carthago 
refused to recognize such an indulgence. In Spain, 
os late as 300, the Council of Elvira pronounced 
peroetual exclusion against the idolaters. 

But the old time rigour began gradually to be 
mitigated at the example and lead of the Church 
of Rome. Pope Cornelius (251-253) extends for- 
giveness to the lapsi of the persecution, and recon- 
ciliation is denied only to those who have deferred 
asking for it until at the point of death. Against 
the concessions of Callistus and Cornelius, Hippoly- 
tus and Novatian (condemned in a Synod of Rome 
in 251) formed schisms, the latter originating a 
sect which lasted two centuries (see Novatian- 
ISTS). Yet Cyprian (de iqpsis [251]), while rebuk- 
ing the lapsi, exhorts them to penance; for the 
‘forgiveness granted by the priests is acceptable 
to God.’ 

I. Public penance. — ^Public penance, wbicb was 
necessary for the re-admission of the sinner within 
the pale of the Christian community, was preceded 
by a confession (i(o/io\i^ots), public or private, 
according to the cases (Origen, Horn, in Leu, ii. 4 
[PG xii. 418] ; Augustine, Sermo cli. ; Tertullian, 
de Pan, ix.). The confession was followed by 
penitential practices exercised under the super- 
vision of the proper authority, who was in the 
West the bishop, and in the East a special peni- 
tentiary appointed by the bishop. 

The nature of those penitential exercises varied ; 
according to Tertullian (de Pan,), they consisted 
in prayer, fasting, prostration at the feet of the 
priests of the Church, dressing in sackcloth and 
rags, lying in ashes, using the plainest food and 
drink tor the sole purpose of sustaining life, and 
harsh treatment of the oody. 

In the East, according to Gregory Thaumatnr- 
gns (263) and Basil (Ep. exeix. 22, eexvdi. 66), a 
classification of penitents into_ four groups was 
observed : the dx/joci/ievoi, assimilated the_ cate- 
chumens, and excluded from all participation in 
the mysteries ; the virorlirroyres, or fivv lehtyovres, 
who were permitted to attend the services kneel- 
ing ; and the ovor&rres, who attended the services, 
but were debarred from communion ; each of those 
groups had its special place assigned in the Gliurch ; 
the fourth class was added later, the rpooKhaloyrtt, 
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who remained outside the Church door. These 
distinctions seem to have been ignored in the 
West, where all penitents were assimilated to the 
catechumens. The whole penitential process was 
closed hy a solemn function held on Holy Thurs- 
day, when, after a consultation {concilium) of the 
bishop and the clergy, the penitents received a 
solemn absolution from the bishop or even, in 
case of necessity, from a deacon (Cyprian, Up. 
xviii. ) ; this fact shoAved that such reconciliation 
was understood to be ‘ in foro extemo ’ only, and 
not sacramental, although some writers hold the 
opposite view. 

At the point of death such reconciliation, at 
that period, was never refused even for the most 
grievous sins, although sometimes communion was 
even then denied to apostates (cf. Leo I. [442], 
cviii. 4 [Pi liv. 1012 f.] ; also Coelestine [428], Ep. 
iv., ‘ To the bishops of Vienne and Narbonne,’ 2 ; 
and Nicma [325], can. 13 ; Arles [314], can. 22), 

Public penance could be permitted only once, as 
is evident from Hernias, Tertullian, Origen {Horn, 
in Lev. xv. 2), and Ambrose (dc Pmn. ii. 10 [95]), 
the reason being, according to Augustine, ‘lest 
the remedy become common’ (Ep. cliii. ‘ad 
Maced.’ 7). The principle was renewed as late 
as 589 by the Council of Toledo, 

The primitive discipline was severe, even extreme 
in some eases (Innocent, Ep, vi. 2 [405]), but was 
gradually mitigated through the subsequent period 
and throughout the Middle Ages. In 390 a public 
scandal in Constantinople induced the patriarch 
Nectarius to suppress the charge of penitentiary, 
Avhich was folloived by the abolition of public 
penance throughout the East. The practice was 
kept up in the West, but not extended to the 
newly-converted peoples like the Anglo-Saxons. 
Among those, as ivell as in the Eastern Church, 
the exomologesis is henceforth ahvays secret. 

From contemporary documents we see that the 
career of penance ivas inaugurated by the imposi- 
tion of the hands and the bestowal or a hair shirt. 
The penitent must shave his head, wear mourning, 
abstain from the management of business, law- 
suits, and military service, and practise perpetual 
continence (if married, only with the consent of j 
his consort). Clerics guilty of a capital crime had | 
formerly been subjected to the same penance as i 
laymen ; in the 4th cent, the custom ivas estab- j 
lished of deposing them without excommunica- 
tion, thereby reducing them to the lay communion 
(Can. Apost. 25). In the Roman (not, however, in 
the Gallican) Church they were not allowed to 
submit to public penance. 

In the West public confession ivas finally sup- 
pressed by ordinance of Pope Leo i. (t 461 ; Ep. 
clxviii, 2) ; but public penance ivas maintained. 

Puring the contemporary period the texts of the 
Fathers became both numerous and explicit in the 
assertion of the power existing in the Church to 
forgive all sins ; AuMstine (dcAgon. Christ, xxxi.) 
states that ‘ the Church of God has power to 
forgive all sins ’ ; Ambrose (t 392), rebuking the 
Novatians (de Pmn. I. ii. 6, II. ii. 12), claims for 
the priests of the Church the authority ‘ to pardon 
without any exception ’ ; Pacian of Barcelona 
(+ 390) maintained that the forgiving of sins done 
by the priest is ‘the doing of God’s oaiti poAver’ 
(ad Sympron. [PL xiii. 1057]). In the East St. 
CjTil of Alexandria (f447 ; in Joan, xii., on 20*’ 
[P(? Ixxiv. 722]), Chrysostom (t 407 ; de Sacerdot. 
iii. 5f.), and Athanasius (t373; Frag. c. Novat. 
[PG xxvi, 1315]) inculcate the same notion. The 
idea of transmission of the power of forgiving sins 
is clearly expressed in the Canons of Hippolytus 
(xvii. ) and the Apostolic Constitutions (auu. 5 \PG 
i. 1073]). 

2 . Penitential books. — The period which wit- 


nesses the gradual diminution of public penance 
and its supersession by the private exomologesis 
is also characterized by the appearance and uiffu- 
sion, in both the Eastern and the Western Church, 
mostly from the 7th cent., of the Penitentials, or 
penitential books, which held sAvay in the practice 
and administration of penance until the codifica- 
tion knoAvn under the name of the Decree of 
Gratian (1140), and the rise of the Scholastio 
theology Avhich superseded them. 

Those books, the nucleus of Avhieh was the peni- 
tential canons laid down by councils and bishops, 
Avere compilations of regulations and decisions 
intended to guide the confessors in the practice 
and administration of penance. While granting 
the_ part that they played in educatii^ the bar- 
barian races in Ireland, England, and Frankland, 
Ave must admit that they represented no real pro- 
gress, but a growing complication of the peniten- 
tial discipline, and greAv so numerous, sometimes 
conflicting and often tending to a relaxation of 
moral rules, that they caused in the 9th cent, a 
sort of reaction and hostile revulsion. Some of 
them had been published Avith the sanction of the 
Church and foUoAved the ancient canonical decrees 
and the statutes of St. Basil, Gregory of Nyssa, 
and others ; others Avere merely private works 
Avhich found Avide circulation, Avliile some called 
for reprehension and condemnation at the hands of 
the ecclesiastical authorities. 

Among the most important of the Penitentials 
may be mentioned, in the East, those of John the 
Faster and John the Monk, in the West the Liber 
de Pmnitentia of St. Columbanus (t 616], partly 
based on the earlier ‘canons of St. Patrick’ and 
of St. Finian (f 552), and the Penitentials of 
St. David (t 644) and Gildas (t 583). The work of 
St. Columbanus had considerable influence on the 
Continent. The Penitentiale of Theodore, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury (t 690), was of great authority 
in the Anglo-Saxon Church and throughout the 
West during the next four centuries. The 
tential of St. Cummian (8th cent.) and the Liber 
Pcenitentium of Babanus Maurus (841) also 
cised considerable influence at the_ time. There 
is no proof, so far, that there existed any real 
papal Penitential, 

It is interesting to gather from those books_ some 
definite notions as to the niles and practice of 
penance throughout the period in the Celtic and 
Saxon Churches in Enmand. In tAA'O so-called 
‘Synods of St. Patrick^ it is prescribed that he 
Avho commits any of the capital sins shall permnn 
a year’s penance for each ofience, at the end of 
Avhich he shall come Avith AAutnesses to be absolved 
by the priests, and ‘let penance be short, 
than long, and tempered Avith relaxation (JJ- 
Wilkins, Concilia, London, 1737, i. 3f.). In the 
Irish Church the confessor Avas called anmehara, 

‘ soul’s friend ’ (animat earns). 

The Leabhar Breae etates that ‘the soul la healed by confea- 
sion and declaration ol the sins, with sorrow, ana by the prayen 
of the Church, and a determination henceforth to obse^e we 
laws . . . because Christ left to His Apostles and CJurch, 
to the end of the world, the power of ioosinf and binainp _ 
The necessity of confession before^ communion is 
expressly recommended (can. xxx.) in the 
tial of St. Columbanus, and the practice of puDUc 
penance is also regulated in detail in the Peni • 
tials. In the Anglo-Saxon Church penance wm 
called behreowsung, the confessor Avas the serw, 
confession the scrift spraec, the pansh the 
/I f.ViA PPTiififintial the scrift hoc* in 


Penitential of Theodore it is stated that tt®^® “ 
no public penance in this province ; that not we 
deacon but the bishop shall impose penance on tM 
laymen ; and that, while communion shOTia m 
deferred to the end of _ the penanc^ i „ 
allowed after a year or six months. The I'eniie 
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tial of Egbert of York (t 266) says that the bishop 
shall not refuse confession to those who desire it, 
though they be guilty of many sins (Wilkins, i. 
126). For stealing Cummian prescribes that a lay- 
man shall do one year of penance, a cleric two, a sud- 
deacon three, a deacon four, a priest five, a bishop 
six. For murder or perjury penance lasted from 
three to twelve years according to the rank of the 
penitent. For perjury over the gospel or holy 
relics Egbert enjoins seven' or eleven years of pen- 
ance. Usury was punished by three years, infan- 
ticide by fifteen, idolatry bjr ten ; for violations of 
the sixth commandment from three to fifteen years 
were enjoined, and from three to twenty-five 
years for incest. During that period, or a speci- 
fied portion of the time, the penitent was to fast 
on bread and water, or, if unable, to recite daily a 
certain number of psalms ; he was, moreover, to 
scourge himself or perform some other penitential 
exercise as determined by the confessor. 

During the period which extends to the end 
of the 11th cent, the penitential discipline _ was 
steady mitigated, and public penance was inflicted 
only for public sins. On the other hand, the 
number or sins to be publicly expiated was notably 
increased, while public penance was not merely 
offered but enjoined and imposed by means of 
ecclesiastical censures and often enforced by 
recourse to the ‘ secular arm.’ It took the form 
of fasting, exile, distant pilgrimages, scourging, 
claustration, etc. The Synod of Worma_ (868) 
removed the prohibition for penitents to live in 
the state of marriage. 

The habit had been gradually introduced to 
redeem with alms, after the fashion of the Teutonic 
Wcrgeld, the various penalties. The Fenitentials, 
from the 8th cent., enumerate the sins considered 
equivalent to the fasts or other austerities which 
the penitent could not observe. The first authentic 
instance of the partial redemption of public penance 
occurs at the Synod of Tribur (895) ; but soon 
abuses crept in, and the Council of Rouen (1048) 
forbade arbitrary changes in the pecuniary com- 
pensation required. 

On the other hand, excommunication had gro^vn 
into a general interdiction from all intercourse 
with the Christian world. The interdict, extended 
to entire districts for the first time in the 9th cent. 
(Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc, viii. 31, ix. 15), 
and consisting in the suspension of all religious 
functions within the territory affected, is now being 
applied to considerable regions (Limoges, 1031) ; 
at the same time it is rendered less rigorous and 
absolute, private reception of baptism and of the 
last rites and even private celebration of the ser- 
vices being permittM. 

In the hfiddle Ages the practice of redeeming 
penance had become general. A penitent would 
be excused from the prescribed works of penance 
at the cost, c.g., of equipping a soldier for the 
crusade, of building a bridge or a road, etc. The 
consequent diminution of the practice and spirit of 
personal penance resulted in the Church imposing 
at the Fourth Council of Lateran, on all the faith- 
ful without exception, the obligation to confess, at 
least once a year, to an authorized priest during 
Easter time, and to fulfil the penance enjoined 
by him. As a consequence, in the 14th cent, 
general public penance practically disappears, and 
in the 16th cent, it occurs only exceptionally. 

3 . The Scholastic doctrine. — ^The rise of the 
ScholMtic philosophy, with its sustained effort to 
organize the Catholic beliefs and practices into 
a systematic doctrinal whole on the basis of the 
Aristotelian philosophy, resulted in an interpreta- 
tion of the subject of penance which was received 
without opposition. It is to-day held by all 
Koraan Catholics. As, however, the subsequent 


rise of the Protestant Reformation with its doctrine 
of justification by faith alone brought into question 
all the theological development of the past ages, 
three centuries afterwards the Church saw herself 
forced to re-state her own beliefs and practices in 
answer to the new doctrine. She did this by prac- 
tically defining as her oum at Trent (1551) the 
principal conclusions of the Scholastic doctors, the 
definitive expression of which is found principally 
in the works of Thomas Aquinas, especially in the 
Summa Theol. in._ qu. 84-90, supplem. qu. 1-23 ; 
and ip. Sent, rv., dist. xvii., xviii., xix. To avoid 
repetitions, we shall, therefore, while giving a 
summary of the Scholastic doctrine, indicate in 
parenthesis the sessions and canons of the councils 
which raised each individual conclusion to the 
dignity of a dogma of the Catholic faith. 

Penance is a virtue, more probably a special virtue. 
It was at all times necessary for the remission of 
sins (Trent, sess. xiv. can. 1). In the Christian 
dispensation sins committed after baptism are 
actually and judicially forgiven by the Church in 
virtue of the power of the keys in a rite which is 
truly a sacrament of the new law, and based on 
the words of Christ in Jn 20-'**® ; 

•Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever sins ye forgive, 
they ore forgiven unto them ; whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained’ (ib.). 

Like all conceivable things in this material 
world, that sacrament has its matter or quasi- 
matter (Florence, 1439 ; Trent, xiv. 2), consisting 
of the three acts of the penitent — contrition, con- 
fession, and satisfaction — and its form, the absolu- 
tion (g.v. ). The effect of that sacrament is deliver- 
ance from sin (Florence; Trent, loc. cit.), which 
implies remission of the guilt and the eternal 
punishment due to sin, but requires satisfaction for 
the temporal punishment into which it is com- 
muted (Trent, xiv, 3). That sacrament is distinct 
from baptism (f6. 2), against the Protestant con- 
tention that it was at most a statement and 
declaration of the forgiveness already obtained 
once for all, through faith alone. While the 
sacrament is indispensable for the remission of 
mortal sins, it is not for that of venial sins which 
can be forgiven otherwise, but which are rightly 
declared in confession (Leo X., in the bull Exsurge 
against Luther’s contention [H. Denzinger, En- 
chiridion^^, Freiburg, 1911, no. 753]). The only 
minister of that sacrament is the priest and not 
the laity (Martin V., against Wyclif and Hus, 
1418, in bull Inter ctinctas [Denzinger, 670] ; Leo 
X., against Luther in bull Exsurge [t6, 753]; 
Trent, xiv. 6). The valid administration of that 
sacrament requires a double power (or ‘ key ’), 
that of order, conferred in the sacerdotal ordina- 
tion, and that of jurisdiction over the faithful, 
dependent on the delegation of the ecclesiastical 
authority, so that absolution pronounced by those 
not having ordinary or delegated jurisdiction was 
invalid and of no effect (Trent, xiv. 7). The 
ecclesiastical authority may limit or restrict the 
exercise of the said delegated jurisdiction over 
the faithful by reservation of cases, except at 
the point of death. 

Being a sacrament, penance can have no effect 
on the unbaptized ; on the baptized themselves it 
can have no effect of reconciliation unless accom- 
panied by repentance. Of tliis there are two 
kinds perfect contrition and imperfect contrition, 
or attrition (Trent, xiv. 4) ; the former is a repent- 
ance consisting in the hatred of sin as an offence 
to God, the latter is based on the fear of ever- 
lasting punishment. Even perfect contrition, 
while in itself sufficient to reconcile the soul with 
God, cannot do so without the actual reception of 
the sacrament, or, in case of impossibilily, ‘ apart 
from the desire of the sacrament which it includes ’ 
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Id line with this canon is the condemnation 
in 1571 by Pius V. of the proposition of Bains, that, 
except in case of martyrdom or necessity, perfect 
contrition does not remit sin ■without the actual 
reception of the sacrament (Denzinger, 724), and 
of the proposition of Peter Martinez of Osma (by 
Sixtus rv. in 1479) that mortal sins are blotted out 
by contrition alone ■without reference to the power 
of the keys. 

Imperfect contrition, while in itself insufficient 
to reconcile the soul ■svith God, becomes so in the 
sacrament by virtue of the absolution, but never 
without it, even in case of necessity. 

The sacrament of penance is not an institution 
the use of which is left to the option of the peni- 
tent ; it is as necessary to baptized sinners for sal- 
vation as is baptism to those who have not yet been 
regenerated (Trent, xiv. 2) ; for confession, or the 
declaration of one’s sins specifically and in detail 
(ib, 6), is indispensable for the remission of sins. 
There is no necessity for such confession to be 
public rather than private or auricular ; private 
confession is sufficient in all cases ; for public con- 
fession is neither of divine institution nor com- 
manded of God (ib.). To obtain forgiveness it is 
therefore indispensable to confess at least all 
mortal sins, and none can be forgiven separately, 
so that the wilful concealment of a single mortal 
sin is a sacrilege that invalidates the entire con- 
fession ; grievous sins inadvertently omitted must 
be accused in the next confession (ib. 8). The 
same sins can be appropriately confessed over 
again, each new accusation, in the view of Aquinas, 
resulting in a diminution of the temporal punish- 
ment due to sin. 

Inviolable secrecy (eJccept by express permission 
of the penitent), even at the cost of life or honour, 
is enjoined on the priest and on any one, inter- 
preter or the like, who has in any manner be- 
come informed of the contents of a confession 
(4th Council of Lateran, ch. xxi. ; Denzinger, 
438). The penalty of deposition, confinement, 
and perpetual penance is pronounced on any trans- 
gressing confessor, be the revelation direct or 
indirect, and neither the care of public safety nor 
that of securing the fulfilment of legal justice, nor 
any cause whatsoever, excuses from that strict 
obligation. It is not even permitted to make use 
of any knowledge so obtained (decree of the Holy 
Office, 18th Nov. 1602). 

Sacramental confession ‘ by divine right neces- 
sary and established’ is not therefore a human 
invention devised by the Fathers of the Lateran ; 
they only prescribed ‘ that the precept of confess- 
ing at least once a year should be complied with 
by all and every one when they reach tne age of 
discretion ’ (Lateran, ch. 21). 

Sins forgiven by absolution, while pardoned as 
to the guilt and the everlasting punishment due to 
them, must nevertheless be expiated by satisfac- 
tion for the temporal punishment which they leave 
after them ; this obligation is fulfilled by the sacra- 
mental penance imposed by the priest, as well as 
by private good works, prayers, alms, fasting, 
works of merit, indulgences (q.v.), etc. Accord- 
ingly, the Council of Trent (cans. 12 and 15) 
expressly condemned the Protestant doctrine that 
the entire punishment due to sin is always forgiven 
■with the guilt, and that it is a fiction to say that 
there remains to be paid a temporal penalty ; for 
‘of all of the parts of penance, satisfaction was 
constantly recommended to the people by our 
Fathers.’ 

Such is, in succinct outline, the doctrine of the 
sacrament of penance, as elaborated by the 
Schoolmen and adopted by the Council of Trent. \ 
It had been in quiet possession of the whole Church 
for 300 years, on the admission of Calvin, before ! 


the doctrine of justification by (fiduciaiy) faith 
alone was proclaimed by the Reformers. For 
supplementary information on the subject of the 
various parts of the sacrament see the special 
articles on Absol^dtion, Expiation and Atone- 
ment (Christian), Indulgences, etc. We may, 
however, mve here a somewhat more complete 
account of its most characteristic feature, ■viz. 
confession. 

4. Confession. — Confession is considered by 
Roman Catholics (cf. Trent, loe. cit.) as of divine 
institution. That it should be a logical conse- 
quence of the interpretation of Jn 20*“-, in the 
sense defined by Trent, is admitted even by such 
unsympathetic historians as Lea [Hist, of Auricular 
Confession, i. 181 f.), since no judge can authorita- 
tively loose or bind without a knowledge of the 
case, so that general confession without a detailed 
statement of sins would not answer the idea. The 
practice of confessing one’s sins is already incul- 
cated in Ja and 1 Jn 1®, and has therefore its 
foundation in the NT. An examination of the 
various texts of the Fathers which we have 
mentioned above will show that they understood 
the power of penance as distinct from that of con- 
ferring baptism, the latter being conceived and 
described as a spiritual rebirth, the former as a 
second plank after shipivreck. 

The Diiache commands individual confession in the con- 
gregation (iv. 14, xiv. 1). Irenffius (lBO-204) mentions the fact 
that some sinners 'perform their exomologesis openly also* 
(adv. Hcer. t. xiii. 7 [PCf vii. 591]), and Clement of Borne says: 

' It is better for a man to confess bis sins, than to harden hll 
heart’ (ad Cor. i. li. 8). Origen (t264) eays; ‘If they aconse 
themselves and confess, they at the same time vomit the ein 
and cast off every cause of disease ’ (Bom. ii. in Pi. azxvii. 6 
fPff xli. 1886)). Cyprian recommends mercy to the sinner 
‘ because in hell there is no confession and exomologesis cannot 
he made there’ (Bp.li. [Iv.) ‘ad Antonian.’ 29), and he praises 
those ‘ who confess in sorrow and simplicity to the priests of 
Ood’fde Loprfs, xxviii.). . . 

Lactantius (t 830) states : * that is the true Church in wWch 
there is confession orpenance’ (Dit. Inst. iv. 80). Exhortations 
to confession are found in Augustine (in Ps. Ixvi. 6), In Jor9nie> 
in his eermon on penance, and in Ambrose (de Pcen.t. il. 7), 
and Basil (Reg. brev. tract. 229) refers to the priests os the only 
fit recipients of the avowal of the penitents. 

The idea of confessing to God alone, afterwards revived by 
the Protestants, is swept aside by Augustine (Sermo cccxcil. a 
IPL xxxix. 1711] : * Was it for nothing that the keye were given 
to the Church?’ , 

Leo the Great (440-461), who has often been credited with the 
institution of the practice, calls it an apostolic rule (Ep. cayiU., 
cviii. [Pilliv. 1210, 1011)). It is, moreover, to be noticed that 
Gregory the Great (t 604, in I. Reg. in. 13 IPE Ixxix. 207)) 
expressly refers to it as a well-estabUshed practice. Accoramg 
to Lea (f. 228), the decree of the Lateran made of the nccessl^ 
of confession a new article of faith ; this, however^ Is 
dieted expressly by the Council of Trent, and by the practlM 
of the Oriental Church, which separated from the Western as 
early as the 10th cent., and in which the practice of CTnfcMlon 
is both habitual and obligatory. The only doctor of the iiwme 
Ages who does not pronounce decisively for the necessity o^n- 
feision is Gratian (Decret. n. 'de Pcen.’ dist. I. IfE 
1610-63]); with the other doctors the only question is about 
the origin and sanction of the oWigation and the value of the 
Scriptural texts. Thatquestlon is eettled f 
(c. Gentes, iv. 72). He also interprets the decree of the Uferan 
is meaning that the obligation of confessing 
not as soon a.s possible after sinnlng(AlbertUB Magnus), butonjy 
during Easter time. 

Such are some of the principal authorities on 
which the Roman Catholics base theu- dootrae and 
practice and which induced the Council of Irent 
define penance as a dogma of the Church. 

For the convenient and public regular 
of penance there have been introduced, not earner 
than the 16tb cent., among the furniture of tne 
Roman Catholic churches confessionals, eitner 
movable or immovable (sometimes pieces of rwt 
artistic value in woodwork), They ' 

tially of seats or stalls affording a central lodge 
with a seat for the confessor and k"ee’ing accom 
modation at the sides for the pemtente, witli tn 
view and purpose of securing enough p f 
and. at the same time, enough 
safeguard and convenience. The canonical r gu 



PENANCE (Anglican) 


716 


lations insist that they must he established ‘in 
loco patent!’ and provided with a wooden or metal 
partition or crate between the seat of the confessor 
and that of the penitents. 

Their use is practically enjoined everywhere, 
except in the case of necessity, when hearing the 
confessions at least of women ; and, if there may 
still be found churches where they are not in use, 
and where, e.g,, confessions are heard at the 
communion railing, these conditions must he con- 
sidered ns irregular and nncanonical. 

With the proclamation of the principle of justifi- 
cation through faith alone, consisting in the 
external imputation of the merits of Christ, it 
followed as a logical consequence that justification, 
once obtained, was certain (according to Calvin, for 
the predestined alone) ; equal in all, and inamis- 
sihle except by loss of faith (for Luther, and not 
even by that for Calvin); so, therefore, there 
could he no real wiping off of sin by any sanctify- 
ing grace as taught by the Schoolmen, nor any 
sacrament of penance, nor, consequently, any 
necessity for confession. 

The Lutherans, accordingly, soon dropped the 
obligation of private confession altogether, through 
various ordinances, as in 1657 in Saxony and in 
Brandenburg in 1698, although the private practice 
was not prohibited. Since the beginning of the 
19th cent, it has been somewhat revived among 
orthodox Lutherans. 

In England the Wesleyans have Church dis- 
cipline, and so had, as is well knonm, the Calvinistic 
and Presbyterian bodies, but no confession, while 
the Salvation Army practises and recommends 
public confession. The Anglicans do not prescribe 
auricular confession ; they merely advise it, when 
necessary to satisfy one’s conscience, and to the 
sick if they feel their conscience troubled. The 
Oxford Movement revived it to a considerable 
extent, and Pusej' in 1878 published an adapted 
translation of J. J. Gaumo’silfanMaf/orCon/'mors; 
moreover, efforts were made in 1873 to obtain 
from convocation the licensing of confessors, hut 
without success ; for the view ' that post-baptismal 
sin of a grave sort can receive forgiveness in no 
other way [than through confession] . . . cannot 
he found within the covers of the English Prayer- 
Book’ (W. O. Barrows, s.v. ‘Confession,’ in EBr^^ 
vi. 904'>). 

When one recalls the severities of the public 
penance of bygone ages and contrasts with them 
the comparative insignificance of the sacramental 
penance usually intiicted nowadays, one cannot 
help wondering how such an extraordinary mitiga- 
tion can harmonize with the theoiT and practice of 
the past. It must he rememherea, however, that, 
if the sacramental penance has been immensely 
lightened, the purpose of that leniency is ‘ not te 
repel ’ the sinner, since repentimce here on earth is 
much more essential than satisfaction, and since 
all ‘unpaid debts,’ in the Roman Catholic belief, 
will he fully discharged in the life hereafter in the 
purifying flames of purgatory. 

hJTiuiAtniir.— I. JtOilAK CATnolJC.—{a')<}eneral.—CE, ».tr. 
• Pcnivnco ’ and ‘PcnltenUal Canons'; J. Poh\e, Lfhrluch der 
Dcnmatit, ill.*, Padcrbom, lOOO, J. M. A. Vacant, /?i'ca rfc 
Thiolo^e catheliinte, Paris, 18990., s.ri>. 'Absolution,' 'Con- 
fession'; A C. Richardson, Feriodical Articles on Ileligicm, 
JS90-99, Now York, 1907, s.rr. ‘Absolution,' ‘Confession,’ 
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1883, IL, Dusseldorl, 1893 ; F, W, H. Wasserschleben (non- 
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Beichtpnieht, Ratisbon, 1905; G. Ranschen, Eucharistie und 
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flOOO] -xxxiii. [1909) ; M, J. O'Donnell, ' The Seal of Confenion,’ 
in Irish Theol. QuarL v, [1910] SO B. ; J, E. Graham, in Am. 
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E. L. VAN Becelaeee. 

PENANCE (Anglican). — ^The wordspfcnttcn(fa 
and fierivoia. are both used in each of three distinct 
senses : (1) the emotion or sentiment of penitence ; 
(2) the penance, penalt3', or course of humiliation 
assigned or undertaken ; (3) the institution, ordin- 
ance, or sacrament of penance. This article is 
mainly concerned with penance ns an institution, 
ordinance of grace, or sacrament of the Christian 
Church. 

The commission of our Lord to the Apostles on 
which the practice of penance is based is recorded 
in Jn 20”'^. The Lord breathed on them, and 
said : 

•Receive ye the Holy Ghost : whoso soever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them ; end whose soever elns ye retain, they 
arc retained.’ 

This commission might be applied in two ways 
(Cyril Alex, tn loco): by baptism, for those who 
were not yet members of the Christian Church ; 
and by penance, for the children of the Church 
who had sinned and fallen from grace. Penance, 
which is here under consideration, has to do only 
with baptized Christians who have sinned after 
baptism. 

In the history of the Church there have been 
extraordinary variations alike in tho scope and in 
the methods of penance. As regards scope, there 
may he contrasted tho prevalent conviction in the 
2nd and 3rd centuries that the Church could not 
reconcile in this life offenders in the three capital 
sins of apostasy, adultery, and bloodshed ; ana the 
teaching of St. Pacian of Barcelona at the end of 
the 4th cent, that it was for these three capital 
forms of offence and only for these that penance 
was needed {Partenesis ad Panitentiam). As re- 
gards methods, the publicity of the course of 
pcnanco or humiliation in the early centuries may 
DO contrasted with tho privacy of later methods as 
already shown in the practice of the priest peni- 
tentiary at Constantinople in tho 5th cent., hut 
not universal in tho West till 1000 years of 
Christianity had passed. A brief survey of this 
varied history will he the best exposition of the 
subject. 

In tho apostolic period St. Paul exercises the 
commission of retaining in the case of the in- 
cestuous Corinthian. He does so with some cir- 
cumstance. 

‘ For 1 verily, being absent la body but present In spirit, have 
ttlrtsdv, as though 1 were present, Jud^ him that hath so 
wrought this thing, in the name of our Lord Jesus, ye being 
CTthered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lora 
Jesus, to deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, that the spirit may he saved In the day of the liord 
Jesus' (1 Co 5^.5). 

St. Paul also exercises the commission of remit- 
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ting, whether the person forgiven is the incestuous 
Corinthian or anotlier offender : 

‘For what I also have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, 
for your Bakes have 1 forgiven it in the person of Christ* 
(2 Go 210). 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews appears 
already to take the ngorist view as regards apos- 
tetes : 

‘It is impossible to renew them again unto repentance* 
(nerdvotav) (He C®). 

The story of St. John and the robber shows the 
Apostle ready to reconcile a bandit guilty of re- 
peated bloodshed (Clem. Alex. Quis dives salvetur?, 
42). 

In the sub-apostolic period the first authority to 
notice is Hermas. In the Shepherd Hennas, ad- 
dressing the angel of penitence (the Shepherd), 
says: 

‘I have beard. Sir, from certain teachers that there is no 
other furivoia, but that when we went down into the water, 
and received remission of our former sins’fJfond. iv. 3). The 
angel replies : ‘ Thou hast well heard for so it is.' 

The attitude taken up is that normally there is no 
remission of capital sins after baptism in this life. 
But the message to he given is that, imder the ex- 
ceptional circumstances of (a) an impending perse- 
cution, and (6) the approaching end of the age, one 
fitrivoia after baptism may be admitted, except in 
the case of the more wilful apostates. This is the 
inception of the Church rule that only one penance 
after baptism might he admitted. 

In the period A.D. 150-250 the principal writers 
— Clement of Alexandria, Hippolytns, Tertullian, 
and Origen — all favour rigorism. Clement holds 
with Hermas that the normal situation is to admit 
only the penitence preceding baptism, but that 
after baptism penance may he admitted once for 
sins not proper^ ivilful {Strom, ii. 13). In Rome 
Hippolytns strongly condemns the new policy of 
Callistus which throws open the gate of reconcilia- 
tion to offenders in the matter of purity {Refut. ix. 
7). In Carthage Tertullian, now a Montanist, 
makes an attack on the same policy in his de 
Pudicitia. Origen, who may he taken as repre- 
sentative at once of the Churches of Syria and of 
Egypt, is similarly severe. 

He writes of those who ‘ overstep the bounds of the priestly 
dignity in assuming to condone idolatry, and to commit 
adulteries and fornication’ {de Oral. 28). 

Such sins to Origen are sins incurable [ivlara). 

While the great writers are thus at one in the 
rigorist attitude, there was evidently at the same 
time a body of opinion which made for leniency or 
mercy. One bishop who showed the lenient temper i 
was Dionysius of Corinth (a. A.D. 171 ; Eus. ME 
iv. 23). The outstanding champion of the present j 
mercy of the Lord to the penitent offender in fleshly * 
sin was Callistus, bishop of Rome. He admitted 
such offenders to reconciliation after due penance 
performed ; and his action carried with it the mind 
of the Church for all future ages. The next class 
of capital offenders to he admitted to reconciliation 
was that of the apostates. It was after the Decian 
persecution (A.D. 250) that the question became 
urgent. The First Council of Carthage under 
Cyprian (251) ruled (a) that libellatiei might in 
approved cases be restored after considerable pen- 
ance, and (b) that sacrijicati might he restored on 
the approaoh of death. The Second Council of 
Carthage under C.yprian (252), in view of the 
impending persecution under Callus li., agreed to 
reconcile without delay all the penitent lapsed. 
At Antioch in the same year a council under 
Demetrianus appears to have united the East in 
the same policy of mercy. At Alexandria the case 
of Serapion shows St. Dionysius ready to restore 
on the approach of death (Eus. ME vi. 44). The 
homicide also was in time admitted to reconcilia- 
tion before death. The Council of Ancyra (314) 


regulates the penances for these offenders (canons 
22, 23). Finally, the Council of Niciea (325) ruled 
by canon 13 for all capital sins that reconciliation 
was open to penitent offenders before death. 

Meanwhile the procedure of penance had been 
developed in much detail. The de Posnitentia of 
Tertullian (ch. 9) shows a discipline in nse in 
Carthage, and evidently also at Rome, which in- 
eluded (1) a sordid garb, sackcloth and aslies; (2) 
dietary restrictions ; (3) public lamentation ; (4) 
prostration before th^resVters ; and (5) kneeling 
before the faithful. This course of ordered public 
humiliation was styled exomologesis. There must 
have been a confession of offence in words in con- 
nexion with this exomologesis; but there is no 
evidence of any public confession in detail. Half 
a century later, again in Carthage, the system of 
procedure is spoken of ^ St. Cyprian as ordo {Ep. 
il), as ordo disciplince {Ep. 9), as disciplina Domtni 
{Ep. 11). It was admissible in the ordinary course 
‘in minoribns peocatis’ {Ep. 9), such sins being 
minor as compared with the capital sins of apostasy 
and bloodshed, though probably including sins of 
impurity. It involved {a) posnitentia, (5) exomolo- 
gesis, and (c) the imposition of the hands of the 
bishop and clergy {Ep. 9) for the admission of the 
persons to communion. Confession was not made 
publicly, hut ‘ apnd sacerdotes,’ the word sacerdos 
being at this time used of bishops only {de Lapsis, 


28). 

A few years after the Decian persecution a meat 
missionary bishop of Pontus, St. Gregory Thau- 
maturgus, organized in his diocese {rSy tyOdSe 
Tihrov) a system of penitential discipline by grades 
{Canonica Epistola, can. 6). Five grades are 
commonly enumerated : (1) mourners (^ irpicrcXav- 
ck), (2) hearers {ij ditp^ao-u), (3) fallers (^ Mirraris), 
(4) bystanders {ij fficrracis), and (6) the restored to 
communion {ii rdy iyiaxpinoy) (can. 11). Of 
these, two are not grades of penitents. The 
mourners are supplicants for penance, who are 
as yet altogether outside the Church. The final 
grade of restored communion is the grade of those 
whose penance is done. Tlie grades which are in 
fact grades of penitents are those of hearers, fallers, 
and bystanders. The distinction of hearers and 
fallers may have already been in nse for catechu- 
mens (Origen, c. Cels. iii. 51; Council of Neo- 
Cwsarea, can. 6), the provision thus made for 
catechumens being now utilized for penitents. 
The grade of bystanders seems to have been created 
to meet the case of advanced penitents. 

The system of graded penance spread from 
Pontns to the neighbouring provinces of the Asian 
peninsula, and finds recognition in_ the canons of 
Nioma. But it was not in force in Antioch, _ m 
Rome, or, indeed, anywhere outside of the Asian 
provinces. As introanced by Gregory, the terras 
of penance in each grade for particular sins are not 
yet fixed. In the Canonical Epistles of St. liasu 
a customary scale of terms of penance 
in force. Some of the terras are of great lenpn. 
Thus penance for thirty years is imposed for certam 
sins of impurity (can. 7). The discretion of We 
hishon. however, temnered this severity in practi o 


The conversion of the empire would make the 
mplication of this severe system^ 
ixcept in limited areas. Thus, in ^ 

:00,000 inhabitants in the time of St. Chrj.'OsWm 
00,000 were Christians. St Chrysostom repudi- 
•tes the Asian system ^ an ‘intolerable 
ion’ {de Tncomprehenstbih Det Natura, hqm. ), 
limilarly its long terms of penance have m ms 
udgment no hidden virtue. Five days of , 
ion are worth years of wooden penalty 
^hiloffonio, 4). The distinctive teaching of at, 
Jhrysostom is that penance may take many » 
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and that they all reach np to heaven. Thus (1) con- 
fession, (2) contrition, (3) humility, (4) almsgiving, 
(5) ])rayer, and (6) forgiveness of others are all eflica- 
cious for the forgiveness of our sins (rfe Diabolo 
Tentatore, horn. 2, de Pcenitentia, horn. 2, In Ep, 
ii, ad Corinthios, horn. 4). In an enumeration 
employed after his advancement to Constantinople 
he specifies as one such means ‘recourse without 
reserve to the priests ’ {t6 Trpbs roin le/jeis olxtlus), 

where the w’ord olxelbis apjiears to signify intimate 
or confidential intercourse. It may be noted that 
this was after the abolition of the priest peniten- 
tiary by Nectarius {In Epistolam ad Hehrmos, hom. 
6 ). 

According to Socrates {HE v. 19), it was follow- 
ing on the Decian persecution that priests peniten- 
tiary came to he appointed in various churches. 
Up to this time the ministry of penance had been 
mamly in the hands of the bishops. Now a priest 
is empowered to hear the confessions of penitents, 
to assign their penances, and to give absolution. 
All this is seen in operation in the scandalous case 
related by Socrates {HE v. 19) and Sozomen {HE 
vii. 16), which led to the suppression of the priest 
penitentiary in Constantinople by Nectarius in 
391. It is to be noted of the administration of the 
penitentiaries that not only was the confession 
private, but the penance and the reconciliation 
were also withdrawn from publicity. 

These features, taken with the ministry of the 
priest in reconciliation, show already in use all the 
ebaracteristics of the private system which in the 
West was not adopted till several centuries had 
passed. The ready acceptance of the action of 
Necterius would seem to indicate that in Constan- 
tinople in 391 the penitentiary was already only a 
survival. From this time recourse to penance in 
ordinary cases was left to the conscience of the 
person. The words of Chrysostom imply that, 
though there was henceforth _ no penitentiary, 
recourse might be had to any priest. 

In Eorae, and in the West generally, the use of 
penance developed on diflerent lines. From the 
days of Marcellus (A.D. 308-309) there were in 
Rome 25 priests of the titles of the city, and their 
functions included the administration of penance 
{Liber Pontificalia, ed. L. Duchesne, Paris, 1886, 
i. 164). They had much in common with the priest 
penitentiary of the East. The priest heard the 
confession of the offender ; he admitted him to the 
status of thepenitent ; he assigned him his penance, 
which included both private exercises^ and public 
humiliations ; and he indicated a definite duration 
for such penance (St. Innocent I., Ep, 25, ‘ad 
Decentinm ’). It was, however, the bishop who on 
the Thursday before Easter gave efl'ect to the 
judgment of the priest, and reconciled the peni- 
tent in a public function of much solemnity (t6. ; 
The Gelasxan Sacramentary, ed. H. A. Wilson, 
0.xford, 1874, p. xxx^iii). 

The distinctive features of the Roman usage 
were employed throughout the West for centuries 
to come, 'rho confession -was priv-ate, ns, indeed, 
always and evorj’whero excejit in the case of 
bishops of Campania and Samnium condemned by 
St. Leo {Ep. 167. 2). But thopenance was publicly 
performed, the penitents having their place 
assigned at the solemnization of the liturgy ; and 
not only was the penance public, but the reconcili- 
ation also was a public and solemn function. The 
officiant in the reconciliation was throughout the 
West the bishop. ■ 

To the Western practice a necessary exception 
had to be made in the case of persons in peril of 
death : the works of penance had to bo dispensed 
with, the absolution was given in the sick-room, 
and the minister was not commonly the bishop, 
but a priest. The diificultics attending public 


penance in time of health had the elTect that com- 
paratively few persons came under it. Some sought 
It voluntarily, and on some it was imposed by 
authority. But the general tendency was to put 
off penance till death was in sight (St. Cresarius of 
Arles, Sermo 256, in App. to St. Augustine, PL 
xxxix. 2217). It thus came about over the whole 
of Western Christendom that people became 
familiar with a system in which not only the con- 
fession, but also the penance and the absolution, 
were privately exercised, and in which the minis- 
trant was a priest. 

Meanwhile in the Celtie churches of the British 
Isles there had sprang up a procedure widely differ- 
ing from the public penance of the Continental 
churches. It found its inception in the Celtic 
monastic system, which had peculiar features. 
The Irish monastery was a community at once of 
monks, students, and penitents, under the rule of 
an ahbat, who was within the monastery supreme. 
The penitential books, or schedules of penances, 
whicn were first issued from these monasteries, 
contemplate private performance without counter- 
part in the public liturgy, and reconciliation by 
admission to communion on the completion of the 
penance. There is no provision for a public and 
solemn reconciliation, nor any recourse to the 
bishop. Passing over the earliest fragmentary 
documents, we come to the Penitential of St. 
Pinian (c. A.D. 550), whicli shows this system 
at work (F. W. H. Wassorschleben, Die Bitssord- 
nungen der abendlandischen Kirehe, Hallo, 1851, 
p. 109); and the Penitential of Columbamis, 
which is largely based on Finian, is a further 
development of it which, through the monasteries 
of the foundation of Columbanus, introduced the 
system on the continent of Europe {ib. p. 355). 

Archbishop Theodore states that in the English 
churches of his time there was no public penance 
{Pcenit. i. 13). The British churches had never 
practised it ; and it appears that the Continental 
missions had not introduced it. Theodore, him- 
self of Eastern origin, frankly accepts the private 
procedure which he finds in use ; and in the Peni- 
tential he puts forth an ordered system of penances 
superior to any penitential yet produced. The 
Penitential of Theodore is stated to contain the 
archbishop’s replies to a series of questions 
addressed to him, mainly by the priest Eoda, who 
framed liis questions from a Celtic penitential (‘ ex 
Scotoram libello’) in his bands, 

'The significance of all these penitential books, 
alike the Celtic and that of Theodore, is that they 
are handbooks of the priest in the administration 
of the Celtic or private system of penance. On the 
continent of Europe the normal minister of recon- 
ciliation was the bishop, whose public and solemn 
service of reconciliation was held on the Cana 
Domini. Under the system accepted by Theodore 
for the whole of England there was nothing of all 
this. Not only was the confession private as else- 
where, but the penance and the reconciliation were 
rivate too, and the, minister was not the bishop, 
ut a priest. 

The gradual extension of this system over the 
whole of Western Christendom may be traced in 
the following centuries. That an impulse of the 
kind should spread from the north southwards 
may appear prima facie unlikely ; and scholars 
like Bishop Schmitz have been at much pains to 
show B. Roman origin for the Penitentials (H. J. 
Schmitz, Die Bussbiicher und die Bussdisciplin dcr 
Kirehe, i., Mainz, 1883, ii., Diisseldorf, 1898). The 
evidence to the contrary is, however, hardly to be 
refuted. It will bo found at length in O. D. Wat- 
kins, A History of Penance {in the press). The 
beginnings of the private system on the Continent 
came from the monasteries of Celtic Ij-pe which, 
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starting with the foundations of CoIumbanuSjWere 
extraordinarily multiplied in the Frankish lands in 
the 7th century. The penitential hooks of these 
houses were extensively copied and also variously 
adapted, and Penitentials now came into wider 
use in the hands of priests outside. The so-called 
Panitentiale Romarvum is a penitential mainly of 
Celtic origin, to which are appended two Koman 
offices of the public system. When the Peniten- 
tial of Theodore was later on introduced from 
England, it obtained a CTeat vogue, and was copied 
or modified as suited those who used it. Thus a 
variety of Penitentials based upon Theodore, 
hut compiled in the Frankish lands, were 
now introduced. Next to be noted is the wide- 
spread influence of the English missionaries in the 
Germanic countries. Such were St. Boniface, or 
Winfried of Crediton, the apostle of Germany ; 
St. Willibald, bishop of Eichstadt ; St. Willehad, 
bishop of Bremen ; St. Willibrord, archbishop of 
Utre^t. All these represented and gave exten- 
sion to the English system of penance. Not less 
important is the influence of Alcuin and his little 
hand of English scholars, who from the palace 
school of Aachen, or later from St. Martin’s abbey 
at Tours, are strong supporters of the English 
system. The times of Charles the Great show the 
conflict of the two systems in the dioceses. Every- 
where on the Continent the public system survives. 
The confession is private, hut public penance is 
imposed in an ordered course which assigns to the 
penitents their place in the solemnization of the 
public liturgy, and the reconciliation is in every 
diocese an annual solemn office which takes place 
on the Thursday before Easter, or Ctena Domini, 
and of which the bishop is the ministrant. By the 
side of this has grown up in the various monasteries 
the new system in whim not only the confession, 
but also the penance and the reconciliation, are 
private, and the ministrant is a priest. The 
penances imposed by the penitential books tend to 
be much less exacting than those of the ancient 
public system. In the 9th cent, there comes an 
angry clash of the two systems. The reform 
councils of Charlemagne in 813 show it in course. 
The Council of Chalons holds that penances should 
be based upon (1) canons, (2) Scripture, and (3) 
custom, ‘the books which they call penitentials 
being repudiated and altogether banished.’ The 
Council of Tours, noting tlie variety of penances 
in use, recommends that the imperial assembly 
about to meet at Aachen shall indicate which of 
the penitentials is to be preferred. A little later 
the Council of Paris (829) rules that the bishops 
should ‘diligently make enquiry for these same 
faulty documents, and should deliver them when 
foun^ to the flames, so that in future unskilled 
priests should not by their means deceive men.’ 
Such was the conflict of the two systems in the 
first half of the 9th century. But the triumph of 
the private system was only a matter of time and 
extension. So far, indeed, it was unknoivn in the 
southern lands. In Lombardy outside Bobbio and 
in the Italy of the popes the public system ruled. 
So, too, in S. Gaul, and in what remained to 
Christendom of Spain. But by the time of Gratian 
(c. 1160) the private system is in general use even 
in Italy, though not of obligation.^ Putting for- 
ward tire question whether confession of sin to a 
priest is required, or whether contrition and 
secret satisfaction without oral confession tvill 
attain forgiveness, Gratian cites a long array of 
89 authorities pronouncing on either side, and 
sums up that both opinions are well supported 
(Decretum, ii., causa xxxiii. qu. 3). It is, how- 
ever, only three-quarters of a century later than 
this that at the Fourth Council of the Lateran 
(1215) the edict goes forth to the whole of 'Western 


Christendom that every Christian who has attained 
discretion must confess his sins at least once in 
every year. 

Attention has now to be given to the growth of 
the practice of recurring or habitual confession. 
Penance proper, in the sense of an ordinance or 
sacrament for the remission of sin, is concerned 
only with such capital or mortal offences as have 

E laced the sinner in a condition of sin or death 
rom which he needs to be rescued by sacramental 
grace. It is to be expected that such grave sin, if 
it occurs at all in the case of a Christian after 
baptism, will be exceptional ; and in the early 
centuries penance was admitted only once in the 
lifetime, ta the 4th and 5th centuries this was 
the rule throughout the West, as at an earlier 
period it had been also in the East. As late as 
the Third Council of Toledo (589) the prohibi- 
tion of a second penance is re-affirmed for Spain. 
While, however, in the earlier ages the mind of 
the Church was against the admission of repeated 
penance, there had grown up in the monastic 
societies the practice of recurring confession of 
offence as a habit of the devout life (Cassian, de 
Cain. Inst, iv, 9 ; St. Benedict of Nursia, Reaula, 
7). This was not the penance of the Church. It did 
not contemplate in ordinary cases the sacramental 
forgiveness of mortal offence. In the rule given by 
Donatus, bishop of Besanfon, to the nuns of Joussa* 
moutier (592-651) confession is to be made to the 
abbess (‘matri spiritnali nihil occnltetur’). The 
first notice of the extension to the lay petmle of 
the practice of confession as a habit of the devout 
life comes from these islands. In the Dialogue of 
Egbert, archbishop of York (between 732 and 736), 
the following statement is made : 

* Since the timea of pope Vitalion and Theodore archbishop of 
Canterbury a custom naa obtained in the Church of we 
English, and has come tobeheldashavingthelorce of 
not only the clergy in monasteries, but also the laymen mih 
their wives and families should betake themselves to their 
confessors* (Haddan and Stubbs, Councxls and JSccicsxOiticai 
DocumentSf ill. 413). 


This W'as to be in the twelve days before 
Christmas. It will be understood that under the 
private system of penance the old prohibitions 
against repetition no longer maintained their 
ground. Confession could be admitted as often as 
priest and penitent were agreed in admitting it 
Such confession should not ordinarily be conceraed 
with mortal offence ; and, when it was not so 
concerned, even though the words oi absolution 
were employed, it was not in the strict sense to be 
regarded as an exercise of the sacrament of P®®' 
ance. It was a practice of the devout hf®- I'®''' 
if grave sin had in fact been committed, the 
priest was prepared to exercise the commission ol 
forgiveness, and his absolution was understood 
to convey the grace of the Church ordinance or 
sacrament of penance. The spread of the 
system of penance on the continent of Europe 
already been adverted to. With it followed the 
practice of recurring confession. In the pen 
fco-1215 the private system is found to sfrengtnen 
its hold of the regions north of the Alps, and also 
bo enter into possession of the southern 1 • 

rhe partial use of it becomes a ffoneral Me. 
voluntary character ^ves place to a sense of obiiga 
bion, though without positive enactment, 
bhis sense of duty has come to bear not onlvo 
bhe soul conscious of deadly offence, and ^ nwd o 

bheloosingof theLord; it is becoming a rewpii«d 

iuty for every adult Christian to confess again and 
igain at intervals, the into^al '"’inei* 7 • _ * 1,0 
istical custom shouM not the Fourth 

vear from Easter to Easter. At last in . jjgj 
Council of the Lateran (1215) all this is 
n a definite decree for the whole of Western 

Christendom ; 
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Every Jldelis ol either sex shall after the attainment of years 
of discretion confess his sins with all fidelity to his own priest 
at least once in the year.’ 

It was soon found necessary to relax this rule as 
to the requirement that the confession of thejf?(/eft« 
must he mode to ‘ his own priest ’ ; but the require- 
ment of an annual confession from every fidetis is 
still the rule of the Eoman Catholic Church. 

In England at the Reformation the position 
taken up was very much that of the Church of 
Constantinople after the action of Nectarius in 
suppressing the priest penitentiary. The use of 
confession was left to the conscience of the Christ- 
ian, and he was free to make his confession to any 
priest whom he might choose. The prerogative of 
the priest is affirmed without hesitation. The 
formula of the ordination of a priest has the 
words ; 

‘Whose sins thou dost forgive, they are forgiven : and whose 
sins thou dost retain, they are retained,' 

In the exhortation to he read on notice of Holy 
Communion the final paragraph runs : 

'And because it is requisite, that no man should come to the 
holy Communion, but with a full trust In God's mercy, and 
with a quiet conscience : therefore if there he any of you, who 
by this means cannot quiet his own conscience herein, but 
requireth farther comfort or counsel, let him come to me, or 
to some other discreet and learned ilinister of God’s Word, and 
open his grief ; that by the ministry of God’s holy Word he 
may receive the benefit of absolution, together with ghostly 
counsel and advice, to the quieting of his conscience, and 
avoiding of all scruple and doubtfulness.' 

The form of absolution after private confession 
given in the Order for the Visitation of the Sick is 
one of the forms partly precatory, partly declara- 
tory, which had come into use from the 13th 
century. 

‘Our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath left power to his Church 
toabsolve nil sinners who troly repentandhcllevein him, of his 
great mercy forgive thee thine offences : And by his authority 
committed to me, I absolve thee from oil thy sine. In the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen.’ 

On a point of much dispute in the Reformation 
period no pronouncement is made. It is not ruled 
whether a person guilty of mortal offence ought to 
have his conscience troubled till he has betaken 
himself to the penance of the Church. This point, 
which St. Augustine in the early years of the 5th 
cent, would answer in the stricter sense {Sermo 
392), and which is shown by Gratian ns variously 
answered through the centuries in his long catena 
of citations, is in fact dealt with by the_ Church of 
England as Nectarius had dealt with it in Con- 
stantinople. The matter is left to the conscience of 
the offender. In other words, if ho approaches the 
Holy Communion, he does so at his own risk. But 
the Church does not bar his access. In the history 
of the Church of England after the Reformation 
confession to a priest with a view to absolution 
was for three centuries not greatly used, though 
it may be said that it never fell entirely out of use. 
Since the Oxford Movement there has been a con- 
siderable use of such confession. 

Confession. — ^It has been repeatedly stated for 
centuries that in early times confessions were 
made publicly. The statement is already found in 
Sozomen {HE vii. 16), who regards such public 
confession ns supplying the reason for the intro- 
duction of the priest penitentiary. Sozomen wrote 
about 200 years after the period to which he 
refers. He spenlcs of such confession as made tv 
BedTpip — the phrase of St. Chrysostom. St. Chryso- 
stom had in view the public penance of the_ Aman 
churches } and it is to the confusion of this exo- 
mologesis with verbal confession that tho long 
series of misunderstandings must be mainly attri- 
buted. To later writers the very word ‘cxomolo- 
gesis’ ('confession forth’) seemed to imply that a 
confession in words was at least part of this public 
exercise. But by the time of Tertnllian’s dc 


Pcenitentia (c. A.D. 193) exomologesis was already 
even in the Latin churches the technical word for 
the public course of penance ; and it cannot bo 
shown that a detailed confession in words was ever 
part of this. The references to actual confessions 
are to confessions privately made. Origen (t« 
Lev. hom. 2) speaks of the sinner ‘ who does not 
shrink from showing his sin to the priest of the 
Lord’ [sacerdoti in the Latin of Kufinus — not 
necessajily a bishop). In Cyprian’s environment 
confessions are ‘apud sacerdotes,’ sacerdos here 
meaning a bishop. St. Basil {Ep. Can. ii. 34) 
states that the admitted practice in the case of 
‘adulteresses who had made confession throngh 
piety or whoso sin was otherwise proved ’ was to 
permit the penance to be commenced in the grade 
of bystanders, so that the offence should not be- 
come matter of public knowledge. St. Gregory of 
i Nyssa {Ep. Can. 6 [P(? xlv. 233]) deals vuth the 
case of secret theft when the offender has confessed 
to the priest {St i^ayopeStreeit rb ■jrXijggfXijga airov 
! Upet (paveptitras). St. Innocent I. {Ep. xxv. 10) says 
that it is the office of the priest to attend to the 
confession of the penitent. In Africa St. Augustine 
states that those doing public penance must have 
committed grave offences, as adultery, homicide, 
or sacrilege, from which it may be inferred that 
more was unknown to him {Sermo 252), There is 
one exception. St. _Leo Magnus, writing to the 
bishops of Campania, Samnium, and Picenum, 
states {Ep. 168) that he has heard of the practice 
by some in those districts of public confession. 
He rules that it must be brought to an end : 

‘ l mean that in the matter of the penance which is demanded 
of the faithful there ehould be no public recitation of the 
nature of particular Bine, such profession being written in a 
statement (fifteffui). For it Bulficea that the accusation of 
conscience he indicated to the priests (saardotibtu) alone In 
secret confession.’ 

With Leo sacerdos is not confined to bishops. 

From this time onwards, so far ns is known, 
confessions have always been private whether they 
were made (1) as a preliminary to public penance 
and episcopal absolution, (2) on the sick-bed, or 
(3) in connexion with the ^•stem of private penance 
and absolution by a priest. When, under the 
rivate system of penance, confession to a priest 
ecame largely used, some preparation for this 
minist^ on the part of the clergy was scon to bo 
called for. Tims in the fith cent, it is repeatedly 
laid down tliat the clergy should bo prepared to 
distinguish the eight pnncipal vices {e.g.. Council 
of Rheims, A.D. 813) — an enumeration which hod 
come down from Cassian. An early directory for 
the penitent is that of Othmar, abbat of St. Gall 
(A.D. 759), This is published in Wosserschlebon, 
p. 437. 

Absolution. — The absolution of the penitent has 
in history been conveyed externally in four modes, 
used separately or in combination : (1) by the 
laying on of hands, (2) by precatory forms of words, 
(3) by declaratory forms of words, and (4) by ad- 
mission to communion. 

(1) The laying on of hands by the bishop was 
used (c. A.D. 260) in the Syrian Church of the 
Didascalia (ch. 10 [tr. from the Syriac by hfargaret 
Dunlop Gibson, London, 1903]), and is found in 
the Apostolic Constitutions (ii. 41), reproducing 
the Didascalia. No other evidence is forthcoming 
of its use for absolution in the churches of the 
East. In the churches of the Asian province-s, 
while there was an elaborate ceremonial for the 
imposition of bands upon penitents in the coarse 
of the liturgy (Council of Laodicea, can, 19), there 
is no indication of the use of such imposition or of 
any other outward symbol or expression for the 
purpose of effecting reconciliation. Nor has any 
mention been found of the laying on of hande for 
absolution at Antioch or at Constantinople- In 
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the "West the African churches employed the 
laying on of hands for absolution in a public and 
solemn function alike in the times of St. Cyprian 
and in those of St. Augustine. In S. Gaul the 
first Council of Orange (A.D. 441) knows of a 
‘ reconciliatoi-y imposition of the hand’ which 
should he given in a public function, after the 
fulfilment of penance, to a penitent who had 
already been admitted to communion in time of 
sickness. The usage of Rome is not easily deter- 
mined, There IS repeated evidence of some imposi- 
tion of hands in the course of penance, and also 
of the employment of such imposition in the 
reconciliation of heretics, but there is no mention 
found of the imposition of hands as used in the 
public and solemn reconciliation of ordinary 
penitents by the bishop on the Thursday before 
Easter. 

(2) The verbal expression of absolution or recon- 
ciliation was in the early centuries usually made 
in the form of prayer. No verbal absolution in 
any form but that of prayer is kno^vn to have been 
preserved. The reconciliatory prayers employed 
in Rome are given in the Gdasian Sacramentary. 
In the Eastern churches the supplicatory forms of 
absolution have been retained to modem times (J. 
Goar, Euchologion, Paris, 1647, p. 666), 

(3) No indicative form of absolution as ‘ Ego te 
absolvo’ is known to have come down from the 
early centuries. It cannot, however, be certainly 
affirmed that no such form was ever used. St. 
Ambrose writes : 

* For neither do the; remit sins in their own name, hut in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hoi; Ghost. 
They ask, the Godhead grants : the service is human, but the 
munificence is of supernal power’ (de Spiritu Saneto, iii. 18). 

The asking is the prayer of remission ; but, if 
the clergy remitted sms m the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, it is difficult 
to see how this could be done except in some form 
of direct pronouncement. The description given 
by St. Ambrose would apply exactly to the com- 
posite forms of absolution — half prayer and half 
pronouncement — which have been generally used 
since the first half of the 13th century. St. 
Thomas Aquinas, in his 22nd Opusculum — a short 
treatise addressed to the master-general of the 
Dominicans on the subject of the form of absolu- 
tion, in which he defends and indeed requires the 
indicative form — mentions the statement made by 
some of those with whom he is arguing that only 
thirty years had passed since all used the precatory 
form beginning ‘ Absolutionem et remissionem.’ 
St. Thomas does not deny this, but merely notes 
that none could speak for all. It may be under- 
stood that precatory forms were in general use in 
W. Europe till about the middle of the 13th century. 

(4) It was not in every case that any formal 
expression of absolution found place before the 
admission of the person to communion. Thus in 
Egypt the viaticum was sent to the dying Serapion 
by means of a messenger lad. Serapion thereupon 
proceeded to make his communion. Dionysius of 
Alexandria, the bishop, remarks that Serapion 
had been k^t alive till he was absolved 
[Eusebius, uE vi. 44]). How was the absolution 
conveyed ? Certainly not by imposition of hands, 
or by a prayer of reconciliation said over him by 
the priest, or by any pronouncement of absolution 
in his presence. Serapion’s was the extreme case 
of a lapsed person who had been debarred from 
communion till death should be imminent. When 
at last he is absolved, the procedure in fact adopted 
is simply admission to communion. Again, when 
in the 13th canon of the Nicene Council it is ruled 
that on the approach of death all^ persons in 
penance may be admitted to communion, there is 
no suggestion of formal absolution before such 


communion. Again, in the Asian provinces 
penances were severe and prolonged ; but, when 
the penance was fulfilled, the person was to • pro- 
ceed to communion,’ to ‘partake of the sacred 
things,’ to undertake ‘ the communion of the good ’ 
(St. Gregory of Nyssa, Ep. Gan. [PG xlv. 229. 
232]). The impression conveyed is that, when the 
person had fulfilled his penance, he simply stood 
no longer bound. Communion was open to him. 
The same may have been originally the practice of 
the Irish monasteries (cf. Pcenitentiale Vinniai, 
§ 6 : ‘ altario reconciliatur,’ §§ 16, 21, 35 : ‘ jungatur 
altario,’ § 14 : ‘ restituatur altario,’ § 53 ; ‘intrandum 
ad altare ’ [Wasserschleben, p. 108 ff.]). 

It should, however, be stated with all clearness 
that nowhere and at no time in the history of the 
Church has the Holy Eucharist been regarded as 
the actual means of absolution. It was not open 
to any person who had not found forgiveness to 
^proach Communion in order that the Holy 
Eucharist, coming into touch with the nnabsolved 
sinner, might thereby absolve him. Of the cleans- 
ing power of the Eucharist to wash the forgiven 
sinner ‘more and more,’ of the yearning that so 
‘our sinful bodies may be made clean by His 
Body, and our souls washed through His most 
precious Blood,’ the Church is ever conscious. 
For the unreconciled is the warning that ‘the 
danger is great if we receive the same unworthily. 
For then we are guilty of the Body and Blood of 
Christ our Saviour ; we eat and drink our civn 
damnation, not considering the Lord’s Body’ 
{English Prayer Booh). 


LiteejITUrb. — See Hat under Pekakcb (Roman Oatbollo). 
J. Morin, Comment, hist. dedisoipUna Pcenilentia, Paris, 1651, 
a monument ot learninp;, remains the most complete treatise on 
the subject: N. MarsbaJl, The Penitential Discipline oftM 
Primitive Church /or the first four hundred Years after CArist, 
London, 1714, interestintr aa representing the Anglican posiuon 
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de thiologie positive, i., Paris, 1902, pp. 45-222, la an excellent 
presentation of modern histortca) results. On eiomologesla see 
E. B. Pusey, note L In the TertulUnn vol. of the Library of the 
Fathers, London, 1184, p. 877. On the penitentlala, F. W. H, 
Wasserschleben and H. J. Schmitz as in bitcrature of pr^ 
ceding art. ; for English and British penitentials, A. W. Hadoan 
and W. Stubbs, Councils and Ecclesiastical Documents, 3 ^Is.. 
Oxford, 1869-78 ; tor St Columbanus, A. Mmnory, Guw 
Duxovienscs monaehi discipuli saneti Columbant ad regutam 
monasteriorum atque aa communem Ecclesm proficium 
eontulerint, Paris, 1894. For Anglican practice, E. B. Pusey, 
Advice on Bearing Confession (adapted from J . J. t^aumh 
with Preface embodging English Authorities on ^onfessim , 
Oxford, 1877-80; O. D. Watkins, A Bist. 
the press, Is a series of studies of primary authontles, of whiM 
a full collection will be found printgi in 

PENITENCE,— Penitence is a sorrow for sin 
as an offence against God, and involves a purpose 
of amendment. A regret for sin not based on iw 
intrinsic sinful character, viz. its offensiyeness to- 
wards God, would not be penitence ; and a regret 
not involving the purpose of amendment, or a r • 
solve of amendinent without hatred of sin, woui 
not be penitence. On the other hand, a , 

of expiation or satisfaction does not seem to “6 
the essence of true penitence, except in so lar as 
such satisfaction is inseparable from the process 
amendment itself. Thus, a murderer may ®mMreiy 
repent for homicide, he firmly resolved no 
commit it again, and yet endeavour to evade the 
punishment if he can. _ , . i nf 

Accordingly, the common I^^testant view 
penance or repentance for sms is “’at, ^ 
version of a soul to God, it involves, by t 7 

3f God, complete forgiveness both of a‘.“and of t 
penalty due to sin, without the 
>f peniiee or expiation, for which the satisfaction 
5 f Christ is considered fully sufficient. 

In the Roman Catholic doctMe 
mnsidered a distinct virtue or disposition ot 
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soul. The Council of Trent (1651) defines (sass. 
xiv. can. 1) that it was at all tinies before Christ 
necessary for the remission of grievous sins, and 
that in the Christian dispensation sins committed 
after bs^tism are actually and judicially forgiven 
by the Church, in virtue of the power of the keys, 
tnron»h a rite which is truly a sacrament of the 
New Law, and baaed on the words of Christ (Jn 
20 =“'“) : 

•Eeccive ya tho Holy Ghost; whoso soaver sins ye forBive, 
they are forgiven unto them ; and whose soever Bins yo ret^, 
they are retained.’ 

Cf. Penance. E. L. van Becelaere. 

PENTECOST.— See Festivals and Fasts 
(Christian). 

PERCEPTION. — Simple as perception may 
appear as set forth in a psychological system, yet 
in the history of speculation its discussion has 
raised the deepest questions in philosophy. We 
need not recall the answers to the question of the 
possibility of knowledge, on the supposition that 
mind and matter were separated by the whole 
diameter of being. It would mean writing a 
history of philosophy — at all events from the 
time of Descartes. It would mean writing the 
story of Scottish philosophy, and an account of 
the Scottish answers to flume, especially tho 
answer of Reid. For these answers relate to the 
question. What do I perceive t What is the object 
before me when I perceive ? Is it always a state of 
tny consciousness, an idea, which is not external to 
mo, but only somehow related to an external 
reality? Materialism, idealism, and realism give 
their answers to the question each in its own way. 

Science in its speculative moods has been busy 
with the question. Those who approach it from 
without, and are mainly concerned with the natural 
and physiological processes which precede and 
influence the act of perception, seek to show that 
perception is conditioned by the constitution of 
the whole world. The simplest act of percep- 
tion, they say, involves for sight all the properties 
of the ether and all the laws of optics; and for 
hearing they indicate what are the laws of sound, 
and how these condition the act of hearing. _ After 
showing the conditions imposed hy the constitution 
of tho external world on the process which issues^ in 
perception, they proceed to investigate and describe 
tho conditions imposed by what may he called the 
physiological procedure of the body. This usually 
describes the sense-orgaua, tho afferent and efferent 
nerves, and the connexions of the surface of the 
body with the central nervous system and the 
brain. It is not usually contended that the subject 
is conscious of the strains and stresses of the 
nervous system or of the movements in the brain 
which accompany sensation and perception. But 
it is often implied that consciousness results from 
and is conditioned by those nervous movements. 
On tho whole, it may ho said that, taking 
consideration the material conditions imposed by 
the external world and those imposoil hy the con- 
stitution of the sense-organs, the outcome is to 
regard consciousness as an effect, and an effect to 
bo explained by the convergence of physical and 
physiological antecedents to the possibility of 
having a sensation. It may be admitted that 
sensation is impossible apart from these physical 
and physiological conditions. Sight needs both 
the ethorial vibrations which wo call light and the 
nervous system with all its complications. _Bnt, 
Avliilo these are necessary conditions of vision, 
vision itself implies something more. _ 

It is necessary to make another preliminary 
remark. After we have studied, as far as wo may, 
the external conditions of the possibility of sensa- 
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tion and the physiological processes which issue 
in haring a sensation, it is necessary to look at 
sensation ns a conscious experience of the subject. 
This is another inqniiy, to bo conducted under 
other conditions and with other modes of investi- 
gation, The machinery that we nso is introspec- 
tion, and the method is by the interrogation of 
consciousness. Introspection has its ditfioulties. 
There is the difficulty arising from the swift 
movement of states of consciousness and the fact 
that, when wo fix attention on a state, it has 
already pMsed into the background. Each move- 
ment nos its content, and it is difficult to arrest its 
progress without changing it. Indeed, it is a 
question whether wo can fix onr attention on a 
state of consciousness without influencing that 
state in some way. This difficulty has been dis- 
cussed by F, H. Bradley ; 

' We all, when our attention U directed to our oilremitleB or 
to Bomo internal organ, may hecome aware of BenEatlons which 
previously wo did not notice. And with regard to tlieso sensa- 
tlons there may be a doubt whether they were actually there 
before, or have on tho other hand been made by our attending. 
And though this question may seem simple, it really Is dilhcult. 
Can we directly compare attention’s object with something to 
which we do not at ail attend? To answer in the aflirmatlvo 
appears not easy. Can we then recall what we have not noticed, 
and, now attending to this, compare it with some other objeot? 
If reproduction necessarily depended on attendon, any such 
process would seem impossible. But, since in any case this 
view of reproduction must bo rejected as erroneous, we may 
reply confidently that the above comparison is a thing whicii 
actually happens. Still asserting tho possibility and the general 
principle, wo have not removed all doubt as to the special fact. 
For how do I know in a given case that my present attending 
has not vitally transformed the result? Am I to postulate that 
in principlo attention docs not and cannot alter its object? 
Such an assumption, so far as I can see, could hardly he Justified, 
Certainly, apart from such an assumption, we may nrguo that 
any effect of attention requires time, and that henee, If tho 
sensation appears as soon as wo attend, the sensation must 
have preceoed. And this inference Is strengthened when we 
are able to pass thus repeatedly and with the same result from 
inattention to its opposite. Still, at its strongest, an argument 
of this kind seems for from conclusive. And in any case I can- 
not think that no moro than this is the actual ground of our 
confidence when we refuse to believe that attention has mads 
the thing that wo feel. I agree that in some cases we recollect 
our state before attention supervened, though such a recollec- 
tion in most cases, 1 should say, is absent. And, again usually, 
and if you please always, we have the persisting after-sensation 
or after-feeling of onr previous condition. But, all this being 
admitted, tho question as to tho actual ground of our confidence 
remains. In order to compare our previous state we ex hypo- 
ffteri ore now forced to attend to it, and there Is a doubt, 
whether wo can assume generally that attention docs not alter. 
We have therefore to ask whether we ore in a maze with no 
legitimate exit, and whether such a result, it accepted, dots 
not throw doubt on the whole subject tof immediate experi- 
eneol’ (Eaavs on JVufA and Reality, Oxford, 1914, pp. 161-103). 

■Whether there has been a time in tho history of 
life in which immediate experience was possible is 
a question not easily determined ; it is also impos- 
simo to say that there will bo a time in which 
immediacy is altogether transcended. For life has 
never been a matter of pure feeling_ or immediacy, 
and lor tho most developed human intelligence the 
immediacy of feeling is a fact that is never tran- 
scended. Perception is something diflerent from 
feeling and from sensation. It is at least the 
cognition or the recognition of somotUing related 
to the feeling in some way or other. It is an 
activity of the subject, in which it seeks to deter- 
mine and interpret, or at least to recogniro some- 
thing in sensation which is more than tho sensa- 
tion. 

At this stage it is expedient to deal with a new 
term — ‘ presentation ’ — ^which seems to avoid tho 
difficulty elaborated by Bradley regarding the 
intervention of attention and the result of that 
intervention. This word plays a great part in tho 
psychology of Ward and Stout. 

• All that variety of mental facti which we speak of as sensa- 
tions, perceptions, Images, intuitions, concepts, notions, b-srs 
two characteristics in common (1) they admit of being mors 
or less attended to, and (2) c.an be reproduced and sMOciated 
together. It Is here proposed to use the term presentatioa to 
connote such a mental fact, and as the best English equiratent 
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for what Loohe meant by idea and what Kant and Herhart 
called a Vorstellung. 

A presentation has then a twofold relation, — first, directly to 
the subject, and secondly, to other presentations. By the first 
is meant the fact that the presentation is attended to, that the 
subject is more or less conscious of it: it is “in his mind” or 
presented. As presented to a subject a presentation might 
with advantage be called an object, or perhaps a ps3'ohical 
object, to distinguish it from what are called objects apart from 
presentation, i.c., conceived as independent of any particular 
subject. locke, as we have seen, did so call it ; still, to avoid 
possible confusion, it may turn out best to disease with the 
frequent use of object in this sense. But on one account, at 
least. It is desirable not to lose eight altogether of this which is 
after all the stricter as well ns the older signification of object, 
namely, because it enables us to express definitely, without 
implicating any ontological theorj', what we have so far seen 
reason to think is the fundamental fact in ps3’choIogj'. Instead 
of depending mainl3' on that vague and treacherous word “ con- 
sciousness," or committing ourselves to the position that ideas 
are modifications of a certain mental substance and identical 
with the subject to which they are presented, we may leave all 
this on one side, and say that ideas are objects, and the relation 
of objects to subjects — that whereby the one is object and the 
other subject — is presentation ’ (J. Ward, art. ‘ Psychology,’ in 
JEBr^ XX. 41). 

It is well to have a term to fulfil tbe useful 
function described. We carry with us the fact 
that presentations admit of being more or less 
attended to. But, as we read on, ive find : 

‘ As to the subjective relation of objects, the relation of pre- 
sentation itself, we have merely to note that on the side of the 
subject it implies what, for want of a better word, may be 
called attention, extending the denotation of this term so as to 
include even what we ordinarily call inattenUon." 

This adds to the difficulties expressed by Bradley 
as to the effect of attention on that to which we 
attend. If we extend the meaning of attention to 
include inattention, what becomes of the rfile 
which attention plays, according to Ward, in our 
mental experience ? The relation of a presentation 
to a subject is the fact that it is attended to, he 
says, but then it appears that it is still a presenta- 
tion, even if it is not attended to. If the meaning 
of attention is extended to include inattention, 
then it is wholly indistinguishable from conscious- 
ness— that ‘ vague and treacherous word ’ on which 
Ward refuses to depend. Presentation in the 
language of Ward seems to mean anything of 
which the subject is aware, whether attended to 
or not. 

On the other hand, Stout, while keeping the 
term ‘ presentation,’ uses it in a sense and accord- 
ing to a definition of his own. He writes : 

‘I have endeavoured to bring out clearly the special nature 
and function of Presentation. It will be seen that I do not here 
follow Dr. Ward in his comprehensive use of this word ns 
covering “whatever is the object of the understanding when 
a man thinks.” 1 cannot do this because the term is the only 
convenient one which I can find for a certain special kind of 
object, possessing a distinctive character and function of the 
utmost importance. ... It is convenient to have a common 
name to cover all the varieties of immediate experience which 
have an objective character. We ma3’ agree to call all immedi- 
ate experiences which are primarily objective “ Presentations”’ 
{Manual of Psychology^, London, 1913, pp. v, 10 f.). 

The term, whether in the sense of Ward or in 
the more limited sense of Stout, enables them to 
set forth a large part of our ex_perience without 
any attempt to delineate that side of experience 
which involves the activity of the subject, and 
without forcing them at that early stage to grapple 
with the difficulties of subjective experience. When 
they come to deal with cognitive process, whether 
perceptual or conceptual, they have the advantage 
of all that they have formulated under the name 
of ‘presentations.’ Presentations arelargely treated 
as if they went by themselves, and under that 
treatment hardly anything is said about the subject 
for which the presentations are. It^may be that 
for purposes of exposition psychologists are com- 
pelled to isolate certain problems, to treat them 
as if they were in fact isolated, and to t^ to solve 
them uath the means which they have_ in hand at 
the stage at which they have arrived in their ex- 
position. But, when we look at the solution, we 
find that they have, unconscionsly perhaps, assumed I 


the resources of the mind, and brought in for use 
all the higher categories which they have not yet 
reached. 

We submit that the function ascribed to pre- 
sentations is one which they are unfitted to dis- 
charge. Presentations are retained, associated, 
and reproduced not from any virtue in themselves, 
but because these are the ways which the mind 
has of arranging its experiences or of recognizing 
ways in which order has to be won. 

_ We have made this caveat because it seems of 
importance in relation to the question of perception 
with which we more immediately deal. Here, too, 
we have to complain of the way in which problems 
are isolated by psychologists. Perception is treated 
in isolation, and its processes as if it was a process 
by itself. ‘Conceptions without perceptions are 
ernpty, and perceptions without conceptions are 
blind.’ It may be well to have this oft-quoted 
maxim in the words of Kant himself, ‘ Gedanken 
o_hne Inhalt sind leer, Anschauungen ohne Begriffe 
Sind blind’ (Kritik de.r reinen Vemunft, original 
ed., Kiga, 1781, p. 51, in Gesammelte Schnften, 
Berlin, 1900-13, I. iv. 48). The maxim has been 
translated by Max Muller as follows : ‘ Thoughts 
without contents are empty, and intuitions uuthout 
concepts are blind.’ Ansemuungen, here translated 
‘intuitions,* is translated by almost all English 
commentators ‘perceptions.*^ It is so used by 
Edward Caird in his great work on Kant, and bv 
John Watson {The Philosophy of Kant Explained, 
Glasgow, 1908), who invariably translates it by ‘ per- 
ceptions. ’ Thus, when descri bing Kant’s ‘ Axiomen 
der Amschauung,’ he writes : 

•These fundamental judgments, or principles of nnderatand- 
Ing, he classifies ns (1) axioms of perception, (2) anticipations of 
observation, (3) analogies of experience, and (4) postulates of 
empirical thought’ (p. 179). 

It is to be observed that Watson translates 
Anschauung by ‘perception,’ and Wahmehmung 
by ‘observation.’ Now, Wahmehmung is the 
usu^ word for ‘ perception ’ and is mostly used so 
" ■ ■■ in F. 



hegriffe (Leipzig, 
written : 

•Im wcsentlichen deckt sich also der Begriff der Wahraehm- 
ung^ mit dens der Anschauung^, Will ni&n beide unterscheideDi 
so kann dies mit Wundt so geschehen, dass man bei dem Aus- 
druck W^mehmung mehr die Auflassun^ des Gegenstandei 
nneb seiner wirklichen Beschaffcnheit» bei dem Ausd^ck^^* 
schauung dagegen vorzugweise die dahei vorhandene Tatigkeic 
unsercs Bewusstseines im Auge hat* (p. 10S5). 

Something like this distinction must have been 
in the mind of Kant when he wrote ‘Axiomen der 
Anschauung ’ and ‘ Anticipationen der AVahmenm- 
ung,’ the latter of which Watson renders ‘antici- 
pations of observation. ’ It is not a happy rendering. 
There is no doubt that Kant’s language lays strcM 
on the activity of the mind when he deliberately 
and consistently uses the word which Max Muller 
translates ‘ intuition.’ We may use the translation 
‘perception,’ if we remember that stress is laid on 
the activity of the mind in perceiving. 

Kant noivhere formally dealt with perception m 
itself, nor did he give an account of it from tne 
psychological or metaphysical point 
fact, tlie reference to Anschauung in the J-jra • 
scendental Aesthetic’ is not consistent with tharm 
the ‘Transcendental Analytic.’ 

According to Kant, the process from . 

to knowledge is possible because of o^r continued 
consciousness in time. It is governed by c 
principles End determined in certutn wnys. 

•These principles depend upon the 
time in allour perception, and the manner in ™„tion5. 

time and space m piecing together our 
Now, obvirasly it is quite ^ hdd tto pMlttan^ 

having thought out what is implied in perception 

in perception. This is what Kant ‘t'd. He dwOT Inoon* 

JO tjifT pfent and inconsistent wsjs. The 
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(istency la that Kant ts not concerned with the nature of per- 
ception, but with the relation of what is immediately pcrceu ed 
to what la not hut may be immediately perceived, and he there- 
fore never worked out any consistent account of perception. 
He sometimea talks of perception reaching objects directly, and 
refutestheviewthat we perceive only what is in our mind. . . . 
But usually he takes the ordinary Idealist view that we do not 
perceive things, but affections produced in us by things. Owing 
to this inconsistency, Kant constantly aeems to be stating very 
much more than he has any right to. This is specially true in 
all that he says about knowledge being conflnea to phenomena 
and not extending to things in themselves. When he talks of 
our knowing only phenomena, he sometimea seems to mean that 
wo know objects, things in themselves, only in part, In so far as 
they appear to us. That would moke the distinction between 
the phenomenon and the thing in itself a distinction between 
the same thing Imperfectly and perfectly understood. Ho 
sometimes, and this la the more usual view, seems to mean that 
we are aware of appearances, entities separate and distinguish- 
able from the objects which produce them in our minds. But 
if we work out In any of Kant’s arguments the point of his 
appeal to the fact that knowledge is only of phenomena, we 
shall find that in every case the difference between a subjective 
idealise and a realist view of perception, of what " being present 
to the mind” means, is irrelevant, and that his argument holds 
on either theory ’ (A. D. Lindsay, Tht Philosophy/ of Immanuel 
Kant, London, 1913, p. 43 f.). ' 

As we are not concerned with the main argument 
of the Kantian philosophy, hut only withperception, 
we may accept Lindsay’s statement as snfficient. 
Yet it must he said that Kant’s treatment of per- 
ception is not satisfactory. At one time perception 
seems to he purely passive, as when he says ; 

‘ Our knowledge springs from tvro fundamental sources of our 
soul; the first receives representations (receptivity of im- 
pressions), the second is the power of knowing an object by 
these representations (spontaneity of concepts). By the first 
an object is giem us, by the second the object is fhottght. ia 
relation to that representation which is a mere determination 
of the soul. Intuition, therefore, and concepts constitute the 
elements of all our knowledge, so that neither concepts without 
an intuition corresponding to them, nor intuition without con- 
cepts can yield any real knowledge' (Criligue of Pure Reason, 
tr. F. Max MQllcr, London, 1881, p. 44). 

Immediately Kant is met with the difficulty of 
showing that representations which are passively 
received can become elements in the activity which 
mahes knowledge. Generally he so separates the 
understanding from the perceptive experience that 
he has great difficulty in finding any point of contact 
between them. But, as he goes on, we find that 
he is constrained to discover a very close connexion, 
though only at the cost of attributing an intellectual 
activity of a sort to perception. In the ‘Tran- 
scendental Analytic’ ho seeks to connect the work- 
ing of the understanding with perception. This he 
accomplishes through the synthetic power of 
imagination. 

He begins with the phenomenon, ‘which, If connected with 
consciousness, is calied perception. Without its relation to on 
at least possible consciousness, the phenomenon could never 
become to us an object of knowledge. It would therefore be 
notliing to us ; and because it has no objective reality in itself, 
but exists only in its being known, it would bo nothing ol- 

i j. , I 


tion, and the function ol which ns applied to perceptions I call 
apprehension. This imagination is meant to change the mani- 
fold of intuition into an image ; it must therefore first receive 
the Impressions by its own activity, which I call to apprehend ' 
(ib. p. 105 f.). 

This is not the only place in which Kant em- 
phasizes the activity of the mind in relation to 
perceptions. But, if'thcre is an nctivijby of thought 
manitestinsensuousperception — andKant’saccount 
of what is meant by ‘ apprehension ’ is decisive in 
this relation — then perception cannot be the merely 
passive process on which he lays so much stress in 
the foregoing quot.ation. _ Perception and thought 
cannot bo two wholly distinct activities of con- 
sciousness. Pa.ssive perception is meaningless, and, 
if perception be an activity, it cannot bo shut out 
from thought in the way postulated by Kant. 

The present writer’s contention is that perception 
is an activity, that it is part of the cognitive process, 
and is at least the active reaction of the mind 


against what has been presented to it. Nor can 
we refuse to the perceptual activity of the mind 
the help of those categories which appear in all 
their activity at a further stage of the evolution of 
knowledge. It is not at all certain that what is 
presented to us as given is a manifold. Sensuous 
presentations are sifted in the act of being presented. 
They are not a ‘ big buzzing confusion ’ ; they are 
so far ordered in the very presentation of them. 
It is not necessary to enter on a description of the 
senses from the physiological side. All that we 
need here is to mention that it is an ordered sensi- 
bility that is described. The relation of light to 
vision, the relation of atmospheric vibrations to 
hearing, and the relation of odours to smelling do 
not give one the impression that he is reading of a 
mere manifold, into which order is to be introduced 
by the categories of the understanding. The eye 
may be said to select out of the external universe 
those manifestations to which it is adapted. The 
same may be said of all the other senses. Kant, 
it must be said in fairness, docs not dwell on this 
aspect of the inquiry. He is concerned with the 
problem of how the universality and the necessity 
which are essential for a valid judgment can be 
introduced into our sensations and perceptions. 
From the fact that he has denied to perception the 
power of apodictic judgment, and from his doctrine 
that a concept is necessary for a universal judgment, 
we conclude that ho has forgotten that in the given 
there is already a principle which consciousness 
does not make, but only recognizes. He has with 
fullness discussed the question of the way in which 
we effect necessaiy synthesis in sense^erceptions. 
He deals with such propositions as ‘ The room is 
warm,’ ‘ Sugar is sweet,’ and insists that these are 
only references to the same subject, and only to 
the actual state of the subject at the moment. 
They are not judgments of experience ; they are 
only judgments of sense-perception, \\nion he 
deals with sense-perceptions which arc to have 
universal validity,he introduces the additional fact 
that they are referred not only to the same subject 
but also to one another. But, if tliey are referred 
to one another, there are plainly recognized 
elements which do not depend on the mere scnsi- 
bility or the idiosj’ncrasy of the subject, but are 
common to all subjects. Kant, however, always 
insists on the view that judgment proper belongs 
to the understanding alone, and that necessity and 
universality do not belong to sense ; it is the 
characteristic of the understanding. 

Perception, therefore, is more than Kant allows 
to it. it is already intelligent, active, and syn- 
thetic. And the relation between perception and 
conception has to bo considered afresh and on 
their merits. Take the view of Herbert Spencer, 
which is also that of Hfiffding : 

• In all cases wc have found that I’erccptlon is an cstahllsh- 
ment of specific relations among states of consciousness ; and to 
thus distinguished from the establishment of these states of 

consciousness tbems"' '" V^"" ' ■ 

the mind is occupied ■■ ' ' , " : ’ 

classes ns such or su . , ; ■ ■■ ; ■ ■■ ■ : ■ 

something producing ii, liiu mmu xs bccuijicu with tiio rela- 
tions between Uiat affection and others, either past or present, 
which It classes with like relations' (Spencer, The Principles 
Of Psyehoiog/p, London, 1890, ii. 251). 


Clearly in this passage, and, indeed, in his 
whole treatment of perception, Spencer attributes 
to perception functions which, according to Kant, 
belong to the understanding alone. We may also 
quote Htiffding on this important point: 

•The complex nature of perception affords an important con- 
tribution to the determination of the relation between sensuous 
perception and thought. "■ 
which may be dcscrilx^ t 

fests itself as an activity 

appropriate what to given in the°eenFatlon,’inco'tporate‘ the 
section into the content of our consdonsnesa If, then, an 
Activity of thought is manifested In sensuous perceptioni it is 
evident that sensuous perception and thought cannot be two 
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wholly distinct activities of consciousness. There is no such 
thing ns absoiutely passive sensuous perception. What is 
received into consciousness is at once worked up in accordance 
with the laws of consciousness ’ (Outlines of Psychology, Enjf. 
tr., London, 1891, p. ISO). 

It may be well, at; this stage, to assert boldly 
that the cognitive process is one from beginning to 
end. It is no more possible to divide it into separ- 
ate phases than it is to partition off the mind into 
separate faculties. It may be valuable to dis- 
tinguish various stages of it, and indicate what 
seem to be points of departure, but these dis- 
tinctions are not to be pressed as if they were 
absolute. For a rational being perception is not 
possible without thought, and tlie first act of cog- 
nition achieved by the infant mind involves think- 
ing, and thinking of the same kind as is manifested 
in grasping the formula of the law of cavitation. 
Thus we are unable to follow in the steps of 
James or Stout when they deal with the percep- 
tive process as if it could go along without the 
guiding power of thought. James quotes with 
approval the folloiving definition of perception 
from Sully’s Outlines : 

‘Perception may be defined as that process by which the 
mind “supplements a sense-impression by an accompaniment 
or escort of revived sensations, the whole aggregate of actual 
and revived sensations being solidified or ‘ integrated ’ into the 
form of a percept, that is, an apparently immediate apprehen- 
sion or cognition of an object now present in a particular 
locality or region of space ” ' (Principles of Psychology, Iiondon, 
1905, ii. 79). 

Or, as James says in his usual picturesque and 
incisive fashion, and in italics, ‘ Every perception 
is an acquired perception.’ Every percept is so far 
built up by the mind itself, in accordance ivith its 
own nature and disposition. Thus a presentation, if 
we call it so, is an object of which the subject is 
aware, but, whether it is a percept or a concept, it 
has been constituted as an object by the activity 
of the mind. In other words, we utterly disagree 
with the view that speaks of presentations as if 
they can exist for the mind without representa- 
tions. Sully’s definition and James’s maxim alike 
involve the fact that presentations imply represen- i 
tations, that cognition even in its most elementary 
form implies recognition. 

With stout let US take it that ‘ perceptual intelligence, in its 
pure form, is exclusively concerned with the guidance and 
control of motor activity in relation to an immediately present 
situation and to its acquired meaning as conveyed by implicit 
ideas inseparably coalescing with actual sensations. Thus, the 
perceptual consciousness cannot deal with past, future, and 
absent objects except in the act of dealing with what is given to 
it here and now. In the pursuit of ends it is circumscribed by 
the necessity of always working forward step by step from the 
actually given situation through a series of others until the 
goal is reached. It is limited in a way comparable to actual 
motion ; just as in actual motion we cannot transport our- 
selves from one place to another except by passing through the 
series of intermediate places, so in perceptual process we cannot 
transport ourselves in thought into the future except through 
an immediate series of presents ’ (p. 365). 

Stout has limited his description of perceptual 
intelligence by postulating that it is ‘ m its pure 
form.’ He seems to find the realization of that 
pure form in the picture of the kitten at play. He 
grants that perceptions ‘form series having a 
certain unity and continuity similar to trains of 
ideas or trains of thought.’ But all these are 
dominated by the present situation, and continue 
to be so dominated, for apparently in the percep- 
tual process we never get beyond the present situa- 
tion. But one asks, How is the present situation 
constituted ? Confessedly it is a complex situation, 
for it has an acquired meaning as conveyed by 
implicit ideas. That is curious in a situation which 
cannot deal with past, future, and absent objects 
except in the act of dealing with them here and 
now. What of the acquired meaning? Is there no 
consciousness of how that meaning arose ? _ Stout 
describes an impossible situation. It is not 
possible so to delimit the perceptual attitude as to 
confine it to a present situation. Even if we grant 


that it is possible in merely animal intelligence, it 
is out of the question in beings who are implicitly 
rational from the beginning of their existence. 
The presence of rationality transforms all intelli- 
g;ence, such as intelligence in beings who are irra- 
tional through and through, and to isolate per- 
ceptive intelligence from thought in general is an 
illegitimate procedure. It does not help us to 
limit perceptual intelligence to a situation described 
as present, for it has elements which are not pre- 
sent in what is actually in the situation, and ths 
perceptive intelligence is aware of them. 

Perception has in it all the characteristics which 
belong to intellectual activity at its highest. 
Organized perception succinctly describes all the 
activity of the intelligence. Instead of dividing 
the substance of mental action into successive 
planes or grades of sensibility and understanding, 
it would be more to the purpose to recognize m 
percipience an implicit mentm activity which has 
only to be made explicit in order to giye us all that 
we need to know regarding the procedure of the 
mind in the acquisition of knowledge. If every 
perception is acquired, and if the process of acquisi- 
tion is as prolonged and as complex as psycholo- 
gists describe, how are we to shut off from the 
process of modification and growth of percepts that 
process of evolution which is subsequently described 
as conception ? May not conception be an element 
in the formation of a percept? Psychologists do 
not limit the perceptual process to a description of 
the simple reaction of the mind against a sensation. 
Nor do they limit it to what is actually present 
to the mind in that reaction. For they postulate 
retentiveness and reproduction, and theyalso prove 
that attention is involved. As is observed by 
Stout, ‘ attention is alwaj’s in some manner expect- 
ant or prospective’ (p. 367). If attention is an 
element in our appreciation of the present situa- 
tion, then the present situation is not altogether 
present, , nor can the past be shut out from the 
present situation, for tnere are the phenomena of 
retentiveness and reproduction to be taken into 
account. What Stout has given with the one hand 
he seems to take away with the other._ 

If we work out any situation which is the object 
of perception, we find it inextricably connected 
with the past and the future. Ought we not to 
extend the meaning of perception to make it cor- 
respond to the facts? Looking at the facts, we 
find that there is no presentation which is not also 
a representation, and no cognition which is not also 
arecognition. We cannot find an object which isnot 
complex, and which is not an object until somehow 
it is differentiated and discriminated from 
objects. It is vain to seek to make distinctions the 
aim of which is to shut out all reference to those 
principles which we set forth explicitly when vo 
have so far completed the analysis of the mentiu 
processes. For the principles which have come 
to clear consciousness through analysis f^e ®ner 
in every act of knowledge, and we simply do u 
ourselves by calling them by names which seem W 
involve less than the whole action of the mind, 
yet do involve all that action. It is not possi 
to keep, as Stout seems to try to do, the , 

thought at the perceptual level, for at every stepoi 
the description the power of thought is present, 
intrusive, and active. 

We may observe here that the ordmary use of IM 
guage is against such a limitation M is pres 
lA tLse treatises of psychology. We may take 
two illustrations of the meaning of to vord per 
ceive’ from the AT of the Bible. We «e<^i not 
refer to the fact that the word perceive m 
translation of two Greek 

purpose is simply to illustrate the usaoC 
En^ish language. 
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‘Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet' (Jn 4<0. saj-s the 
woman of Samaria, and the perception was the outcome of the 
whole previous conversation, and of all that she had learned 
and understood of the character and function of a prophet. It 
is a conclusion dra^vn from la long process of thought and re- 
flexion, and she puts it as a ‘perception.' Was she wrong, 
from a psychological point of \new? If so, she errs in good 
company. The other Scripture passage we take from the 
speech of Peter to Cornelius : ‘ Of a truth I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons ' (Ao 1034). But this perception was 
the result of a long and complicated process of persuasion 
through which Peter was led to overcome many prejudices, and 
to make a new departure of the greatest significance to himself 
and others. We need not detail the steps hy which Peter was 
led to this conclusion. The significant thing is that he can call 
the conclusion to a long and complicated scries of experiences 
hy the name ‘ perception.* In this we plead that he was psycho- 
logically correct. It is consistent with ordinary experience. 
And a perception may bo the Justifiable outcome of an experi- 
ence in which all the factors of Intelligence have been obviously 
at work. 

We quote an instance from another tvriter, 
which illustrates another aspect of the problem. 
Hort, speaking of the Western Text of the NT 
and of its rejection hy many critics, says : 

■ This all but universal rejection Is doubtless partly owing to 
the persistent influence of a whimsical theory of the last century, 
which, ignoring nii Non-Latin Western documentary evidence 
except the handfui of extant bilingual uncials, maintained that 
the western Greek text owed its peculiarities to translation 
from the Latin ; partly to an imperfect apprehension of the 
antiquity and extension of the Western text ns revealed by 
patristic quotations and by versions. Yet, even with the aid of 
a true perception of the facts of Ante-Nicene textual history, it 
would have been strange if this text as a whole had found much 
favour* (B. F. Westcott and F. J. A. Eort, The HT in the 
Original Greek, Cambridge and London, 1881-82, ii., ‘Introduc- 
tion,’ p. 120). 

We quote the passage simply for its use of the 
word ‘ perception.’ It is good English. Is it also 
good psychology ? Is Hort justified in his use of 
the word ‘ perception ’ to describe the result of a 
long process of observation of the manifold facts 
and phenomena of MSS, versions, Patristic quota- 
tions, and so on 1 It is as complex a series of facts 
as ever was presented to the human mind, and yet 
Hort called the outcome of it all a 'perception.’ 
If he is justified, then we may rightly call the out- 
come of all experience in any sphere a ' perception ’ 
— all our investigations, all our conceptions, all 
our generalizations, may go to form a perception. 

If this is psychologically justifiable, os well as 
consonant with the usage of the English language, 
it will be necessary to revise our psychology. It 
will be necessary to look at perception ns a final 
term, recapitulative of a long process of experience 
in which ml the resources of the mind have been 
at work. At present, mainly under the influence 
of Kant, percepts are regarded ns raw material 
waiting to bo gathered up into a unity by means 
of rules brought to bear on them by the under- 
standing. This view is partial and has some 
justification, in so far as percepts have to be 
organized and brought under rule. But wliat is 
the source of the rule? Arc wo to pass into a 
country foreign to the perceptual powers and wait 
for a rule to be given by something outside of the 
perceptual process ? Is not the rule given already 
in the very* description of the perceptual process? 
At all events, the perceptual process cannot be 
described without the rules which are supposed to 
be brought to it by the Iiigher faculty. 

It is to be observed that there is no recognition 
in our text-books of psychology of the reverse 
process, which issues in a perception as the out- 
come of a long experience. And this is a real 
experience, familiar m every department of human 
activity. It is indeed a commonplace of literature. 
Experience does attain to a prophetic strain and 
culminates in insight into a situation of the most 
complex order. Illustrations of the fact abound, 
and are so obvious that they hardly need be men- 
tioned. It may bo useful, however, to refer to the 
part which language plays in tlie evolution of the 
mind of a child. It has been contended by some 


(e.ff., J. T. Merz, Eeliffion and Science, Edinburgh, 
1915) that the first impression on the mind of a child 
is made through persons. This, at all events, is 
true, that a chud begins very early to speak and to 
understand speech. This fact must have a great 
influence on our view of perception ; for crude 
perception, if there ever is such a thing, is certainly 
rnodifaed by it. All language is abstract, and one 
part of the education of a cTiild is to attach mc.an- 
ings more or less definite to the words that ho has 
learned — to find concrete illustrations of them. 
This is true of the ordinary intercourse in a family ; 
it is still more so when the child begins to read, 
and to use language more abstract than that used 
in the family. In fact, a great part of tlie educa- 
tion of a man is to translate out of the books that 
he has read into the language of common life the 
words that he happens to come across. General 
ideas are only pale ghosts until they are touched 
with the vividness of a perception. As the know- 
ledge of the mind grows, and the words become 
more technical and more abstract, the necessity of 
translation into perceptions becomes more urgent. 
But, ns knowledge grows, so the perceptions grow 
until a man learns to perceive a whole situation as 
the immediate thing to be grasped by the mind in 
on intuition or a perception, as the case may be, 
for from this point of view perception and intuition 
mean the same thing. IVe can never be sure that 
we have grasped the essential meaning of a 
situation until we have gathered it into a percep- 
tion which enables us to come to a decision or to 
take appropriate notion. 

Instances of the way in which the whole experi- 
ence of a lifetime may be gathered into a view of 
the situation present at a given moment that will 
enable a man to make a decision adequate to the 
circumstances, and fit to initiate or to terminate 
a course of action, are of everyday occurrence. 
Whatever a man’s trade, occupation, or profession 
may be, his success in it will depend on how much 
of Ids experience ho may be able to gather up in 
view of a situation until which he has to deal. 

From Schopenhauer, who, whatever we may 
think of his philosophy in general or of his personal 
attitude towards life, has flashes of insight and ap- 
prehension worthy of all admiration, wo leam some- 
thing which wo cannot find in any other thinker : 

‘Strictly tpcakinp, rH tbinklDp, f.e. combining of abstract 
conceptions, bos nt tbo most tlic reeoUeetions of earlier percep- 
tions for its n'-*e-'-’. r-'* •'->n 7-’- -r . 
stitutes tbo f 01 ■ ■ ’ ' ! ■ ■ . i . 

the contrary, f ' .. 1 i 

new, Iresb perception itself. Now tbo concepts which the 
reason has Iramcd and the memoiy has prescrTca cannot on be 
present to consciousness at once, but only n very 5m.oli number 
of them nt n time. On the other hand, the energy with which 
w'e apprehend what is present in perception, id which really alt 
that is essential in nil things gcncraliy Is rtrtually contained 
and represented, is apprehended, fills the consciousness in ono 
moment with its whole power. Upon this depends the infinite 
superiority of genius to learning; they stand to each other as 
the text of an ancient classic to its commentary. All truth and 
all wisdom really lies ultimately In perception. But this un- 
fortunately can neither he retained nor communicated. The 
objeelire conditions of such communication can certainly be 
presented to otliers purified and Ulnstrnted through plastic and 

f actorial art, and even much more directly through poetry' : but 
t depends so much upon nibjeetire conditions, which are not at 
the command of every one, and of no one nt all time! 
Indeed, in the higiier degrees of perfection, arc only the 
the favoured few’ (The K'orld at Will and Idea, tr. 
Haldane and J. Kemp, London, 1BSS-S6, U. 217 f.). 

Again, a little later on, be says ; 



Itscli knowiedre Js the onl^ unconditionaJh* true, 

genuine knowledge completely worthy of the name. For it 
olone Imparts intight projwrly so called, it alone is aehirJIv 
arslroiiatcd hy roan, passes into his nature, and can with full 
reason be called his ; while the conceptions merely cling to him 
In the fourth book we sec indeed that true virtue proceeds froni 
knowledge of perception or intuitive knowledge ; for only those 
actions which are directly called forth by this, and tlierefore 
are performed purely from the impulse of our own nature are 
properly symptoms cl our true and unalterable character • not 
so those which, rtsuiUng from rcficclion and its dogmas are 
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often extorted from the character, and therefore have no un- 
alterable ground in us. 'Bat wisdom also, the true view of life, 
the correct eye, and the searching judgment, proceeds from the 
way in which the man apprehends the perceptible world, but 
not from his mere abstract knowledge, that is, not from abstract 
conceptions. The basis or ultimate content of every science 
consists not in proofs, nor in what is proved, but in the un- 
proved foundations of the proofs, which can finally he appre- 
hended only through perception. So also the basis of the 
true (Visdom and real insight of each man does not consist in 
conceptions and in abstract rational knowledge, but in what 
is perceived, and in the degree of acuteness, accuracy and 
profundity with which he has apprehended it’ (p. 252). 

Schopenhauer’s doctrine of perception is helpful, 
but must be amended in two respects : (1) in rela- 
tion to his contention that perception is personal 
only and incommunicable; and (2) there is no 
recognition of what we regard as true and essential, 
namely the fact that conceptions; and abstract 
reasoning generally, may add to the contents, 
extent, and validity of a perception. Schopenhauer 
says : 

‘If perceptions were communicable, that would be a com- 
munication worth the trouble: but at last every one must 
remain in his own skin and skull, and no one can help another. 
To enrich the conception from perception is the unceasing 
endeavour of poetry and philosophy ’ (p. 248). 

In this Schopenhauer approaches very near to a 
contradiction in terms. He asserts that perceptions 
are-incommunicable, and yet adds that poetry and 
philosophy are striving unceasingly to enrich con- 
ceptions from perception. Are philosophy and 
poetry incommunicable ? Are not poets and philo- 
sophers incessantly striving to communicate their 
perceptions to their readers? Are they unsuc- 
cessful in this endeavour ? Let the popularity of 
^ets — the popular appreciation of poets from 
Homer downwards — give the answer. The man in 
the street may not be able to see the poet’s vision 
in all its splendour, but he sees something of it, 
sufficient at least to discern that the poet has had a 
vision, and by diligence he also may have some 
share in it. For all humanity is in every man, 
and all the gains of humanity may become his 
portion. But the second assumption is, after all, 
the more important. Our contention is that, as 
perceptions enrich conceptions, so conceptions may 
enrich perceptions. We are aware that the possi- 

S of this has been ignored altogetlier by most 
ers on this subject, and yet we believe that it 
is true. Here again illustrations abound in eveiy 
department of human activity. Let us select one 
which may he regarded as typical. 

Before me is a picture of the Forth Bridge. I have a clear 
perception of its form, and I see that it is stretched across the 
Birth at a sufficient height to allow ships to pass beneath it. 
I see also that it is of suffleient strength to bear all the trains 
which need to cross it on their way from south to north or from 
north to south. I can also see how much it shortens the 
railway Journey, and how greatly It facilitates traffic. These 
thoughts arise within me as I look at the bridge, and all are 
part of its meaning to me. That is the perception which the 
bridge presents to an ordinary traveller. But the perception 
of the bridge varies with the e;g3erlenee and culture of the 
traveller ; it may mean much or little, but it does mean some- 
thing (or everybody. Every one sees that It is something whieffi 
can afford commnnication from one shore to another, and every 
one understands something of its usefulness. But the range 
of the perception varies with the oalture of the individual, and 
the perception will grow from more to more according to 
the particular interest, knowledge, and experience which the 
spectator carries with him towards the mere appearance, which 
is the same (or every one. There the bridge etands, stretching 
from shore to shore, and across it trains speed night and day. 
It has some meaning for all, but to each the meaning is greater 
or less according to the number of concepts which he can pack 
into the perception. 

liBt us lay aside for the moment the perception of the bridge 
as it appears to the ordinary traveller, and consider how it 
became what it is. The outcome of the whole process of its 
becoming Is that it stands there visible to the eye, and men can 
perceive it. But before it bec-ame a visible and tangible fact it 
was present to the mind of some man, or men, as a h^e and an 
aspiration. The hope was to complete the bridge and to afford 
a shorter and easier way for traffic to he carried. But the 
purpose needed realization, and the engineer set hirtrself to 
desira the bridge. He had to study profoundly all that mathe- 
matres and mechanics could tell him of curves, strains, wind- 
pressure, climatic conditions, the allowance for eiparrsion. If j 
the bridge was to he made of steel, and also the height to which ! 


it must he raised in order to leave a (air sea-wav and to afford 
an easy gradient for trains to ascend from the level of the 
neighbouring land. Then he had to calculate the strength of 
material, and the mathematical form of the curves which would 
give at once the greatest strength and the greatest economy of 
material. A thousand other qualifications were also necessary 
hut we hare enumerated a sufficient number to explain our 
meaning. The engineer had the benefit of all the experience of 
engineers since engineering began, and that has been condensed 
for him into books and formuTso. He had his own expeticnco 
also, and he had to use them all ii his work was to he success- 
fully done. This is our point— all the experience ol engineers, 
all the experience of this particular engineer, all the formulai 
of mathematics, all the achievements ol physics, and all the con- 
ceptions available for this purpose bare to be used to produce 
the design of the bridge, and to condense it into a perception, 
which may become a picture for the eyes of the ordinary man. 
All these conceptions have been constrained into the service of 
the perception. Nor is this perception incommunicable, ai 
Schopenhauer asserts. The plans and specifications are drawn 
out and are set before the contractors. There are drawings of 
the most speoiflo and detailed order ; there are specifications 
dealing with every part of the bridge ; and the contractors must 
master these before they offer to construct the bridge. The 
work of the engineer is communicated to the contractor. What 
the engineer has condensed into the picture of the bridge in bis 
design the contractor must translate into the material ol whidi 
the bridge is to be built. Thus the perception of the bridge can 
he communicated, and it can he realized. We do not see any 
reason why we should not call the thought that we have of the 
bridge a perception Ot Jia® a'l the marks of a perception) and 
the knowledge which we have of it, or rather the knowledge 
which the engineer had of it, when his design was complete. 

Direct, immediate knowledge of a situation may 
be the outcome of long meditation, of endeavours 
which have employed ail the resources of science, 
all the powers of reflexion, and even all the powers 
of thought, in order to understand all the forces 
and characters which have entered into the situa- 
tion and made it what it is. Not until we have 
thus defined the situation , can we he said to have 
it under our control and he in a position to form a 
resolution and pass it into action. 

But in truth this power of gathering up into a 
present whole the experience of a life and prinMg 
it to bear on any given situation is one whioTi is 
characteristic of every master of men— admiral, 
general, or political leader. If he is nnahletosee 
a situation, or if he is unable to avail himself of his 
knowledge and experience, if he cannot focus them 
all into a living whole and perceive them as 
present, he will break down at the moment when a 
decision has to be made, and action which ought 
to be inevitable will become vague, indefinite, anti 
confused. This power is, so far, present in every 
man, and the perceptions of every successful man 
may be seen to be of gradual growth and of growing 
intensity. There is no difference in kind hetweeii 
the perceptions of one man and those of another ; 
the difference lies in the power which a man 
acquires of utilizing his experience and of focusing 
it into a perception which is the necessary pre- 
supposition of intelligent action. 

Lrrziunmz.— In addition to the works named in the a^o we 
following may be consulted : R. Adamson, 

Modem Fhilosophy, 2 vols., Edinburgh. ^B03i J. M. Bmdwn, 
Developmeta and J^volution, New York, 1802 ; B. P- 
Introd. to Psychological Theon^o im ; E. Ca W, 

Account of the Philosophy «>/.A«nf, Glasgow, 1877 ,Will^ 
Hamilton, Discussions on Philosophy, eU^ 

(particularly the article on 'Philosophy of jn 

117). 'On the various Theories of Perception, Disscrmtion O, 

The Worts of Thomas Reid^, Edinburgh, 1840, p. 810 h, - 
Hobbonse, Development and Purpose, London, iwis . w- - 
Ladd, Philosophy^ KnotvUdge, New York, 1897 ;S.S.Latm^ 
Synthetiea, 2 vols., London, 1908; W. Uc'Doae^. ^y^ 
Mind, do. Mil ; D. C. Mackintosii.rfePzeJ^ 
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PERFECTI (or Boni ^or 

were the pastors or teachere of the Catoan, or 
Alhigenses, who, in recognition of the spiritua 
perfection to which thev were 
attained by virtue of their approved practice o 
the ascetic doctrine of the sect, had teen 
to the number of the ‘Consolati, *•?' 
had received the Consolameninm {see 
They were also generally distmgtushed by 
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Buperior learning and intimate knowledge of the 
Scriptnres, which they studied in a different ver- 
sion from the Vulgate. George Carleton, bishop 
of Chichester, as late as 1626 refers to what he 
characterizes ns ‘ the Pharisaical prides and dreams 
of the Cathari and Perfectionists ' (An Examina- 
tion, London, 1626, p. 135). The Perfeoti, gener- 
ally speaking, abstained from intercourse with 
mixed society and often passed several days to- 
gether in complete isolation from the world, but, 
when called upon to defend their peculiar tenets 
against the Catholics, exhibited the utmost readi- 
ness to meet their antagonists in a formal dis- 
putation. An early instance of this occurs in 
the year 1165, in connexion with the Council of 
Lombers in the diocese of AIbi (Mansi, Concilia, 
Venice, 1759-98, Paris, 1901 ff., xxii. 167 ; C. do 
Vic and J. Vaissette, Hist, g&ntrale de Languedoc, 
Paris, 1872-90, iii. 4, vi. 3-5 ; C. Schmidt, Hist, ct 
doctrine des Cathares, do. 1848-49, ii. ch. iii.). 

J. Bass Mulungee. 

PERFECTION (Buddhist). — Broadly speak- 
ing, perfection relates either to the nature or state 
of a given unit of thought or to achievement by such 
a unit. In the light of mankind’s imperfect and 
fluid knowledge, evolving or degenerating in its 
ideals, the former meaning is usually expressed 
either in negative terras or in terms of bore snper- 
lativeness. Thus the Buddhist books also speak of 
a perfect nature or state as an-««ara, ‘ beyondless,’ 
or as parama, sammA,, ‘supreme,’ or brahma, 
se((ha, ' best,’ or agga, ‘the highest.’ 

' So Kiiasapn ... ere long uttotnod to that sapreme goal ot 
the religious lito (anuttararp brafimaeJtariyapariposdnarii)’ 
(Dialogues of the Duddha, i. 240 ; cl. Sutla-Nipdta [SEE x.* 
(1893) IS, rendered ’ highest perfection of a religious life ’)). 
‘One that is pure, perfect (paratnatp) and sane, 1 see . . . 

Who here below bath known the best as bcstCporainaip)’ 
(Su(la-12«pdfa, V8S, 87 (in tr. 88)). 

This perfect or ideal state was spoken of by the 
negative term ni-bbana (nirvaifa), or extinction 
(interpreted by commentators as ‘going away 
from ’)— extinction referring to the elimination of 
all sinful qualities and painful conditions. Since 
the latter were wholly and permanently expug- 
nable only with the extinction of life itself, earthly 
or heavenly, the permanently perfect state was 
incompatible with life. But, since thought and 
language are limited by life, the perfect state was 
both inconceivable and inexpressible. Hence no 
Buddhist tries to describe any such state, but con- 
fines himself (1) to maintaining the aspiration to 
such a supreme goal both during life and at final 
death (sa-vpddisesa-anvp&discsatu tiibbanant), and 
(2) to depicting in positive terms the former, or 
relative, nibbana attainable in this life, despite 
its brevity and hindrances, by the perfected man, 
or arahant. 

In the characteristics ascribed to the perfected 
man or woman two salient features may be noted : 
(1) in no religion is the perfection of the saint m 
something won and realized during life so emphati- 
cally conceded and insisted upon as it is in early 
Buddhism ; (2) but it is a perfection of achieve- 
ment, the completion of a strenuous career, the 
attainment of an end. It is akin to the rfheiot of 
the utterance in Matthew’s Gospel (5**) : ‘Be ye 
perfect,’ ‘ Be ye such as have attained a rlhot, 
an end.’ It is true that, in the Buddhist canon, 
groups of qualities, intellectually and ethically 
desirable, are predicated of thearo/iaTif. TheSi/ffa- 
HipSia,e.g., and the Psalms ^ the Brethren (Thcra- 
gdtha) abound with such descriptions. But the 
staple formularized description of aroAont-sliip and 
the arahant, repeated throughout the Sutlas, is a 
rosary of epithets relating to an end accomplished, 
a goal won, a task finished, a summum bonum 
secured. The arahant is ho ‘who has destroyed 


the intoxicants (dsavas), has lived the life, has 
done the task, lias laid down the burden, has won 
the good supreme, has broken away the fetter of 
becoming, is emancipated through perfect know- 
ledge.’ * To be perfect was to round off the line of 
life by maturing certain potentialities in it, and 
thus to attain a certain attitude regarding it. To 
this line of life there had been no beginning — 
beginnings are anthropomorphic conceptions, to 
a Buddhist mere conventional notions— but there 
might, in one way only, be an ending. This was 
in the maturity, the fruition, the dying out, as a 
living unit, of the ‘fulfilled’ life of the arahant. 
Beyond that dying out neither thought nor lan- 
guage could follow any further development ; 

‘ In whom th’ intoxicants are dritd up. 

Whoso range is in the Void and the Uninatked 
And Liberty as Sight of birds in air 
So hard is it to track the trail of him * 

(Psalms of the Erelhren, 92). 

It is in the terms ‘fulfilled,’ ‘fulfilment’ (pari- 
pnnna, pdripilri), and ‘maturity’ (paripa/dax)- 
that Buddhist thought comes nearest to the Latin 
term ‘ perfected.’ The figure of the rounded orb 
of the moon is frequently used to illustrate the 
former notion. Punna and Pnnna were personal 
names, and sister PnnnS is admonished : 

‘ Fill up, Puppi (Pupiw / pflfottu) tho orb of holy life, 

E'en as on Slteenth day the full-orbed moon. 

Fill full the perfect knowledge (paripuppopanfld)of thoPath ' 

(Psalms of the Sisters, S). 

Again : 

* IjO ! I am he whose purpose is fulBIIed (paripuppa-sarpkappo) 
And rounded as the moon on Slteenth day ’ 

(Psalms of the Brethren, 648). 

Arahant (arfa]Aa() means, it is true, neither 
‘perfect ’ nor ‘ saint,’ but ‘ he who is worthy ’ (from 
the root ark). Bnt it was tho beneficent example 
and influence of perfected lives that made such 
subjects theworthy and ‘perfect field’ (anufforafn 
hhettarf), wherein tho foithfnl should sow their 
homage and fostering care. 

So organically conceived was this rontnrity of the 
perfected that it was judged heterodox to suppose 
that they could revert to immature stages (K^athd- 
vatthu, 1 . 2, tr. in Points of Controversy, PTS, 
London, 1915, p. 64 f.). 

Tho fulfilled quest of the arahant is well brought 
out by tho scriptures cited (i6.) to support tlib 
verdict. 

• Not twice they fare who reach the further shore . , . 

For whom no work on self is still unwrought . . . 

. . . there is no building up again. 

Nor yet remaineth aught for him to do.’ 

This absolute completeness of achievement along 
a certain line of eflbrt came to bo confused with 
competence in general. Thus in Points of Contro- 
versy, ii. 2-4, xxL 3, it is Mked whether, in worl^y 
matters, such as finding his way in a new district, 
or in arts and crafts, flie arahant may not show 
less knowledge, more doubt, than others, whether 
also, if ho overcomes ignorance as the lost harrier 
at the threshold of nraAant-ship, ho is to rank ns 
omniscient. 

The specific nescience there and then overcome 
was lack of that perfect insight into the relation 
between life and suffering, cause and effect, sum- 
marized as tho ' four true things ’ — the ' one thing 
I needful 'for the earnest Buddhist, His quest of this 
j insight was held to have led him clear of tho nine 
I ‘ fetters ’ in succession, of soul-theory, doubt, belief 
in rite- and rnlc-efiicacy, clear of all residual desires 
of sense, enmity, desire for prolonged life in any 
lower or higher spheres, conceit, and distraction. 

»Ste, e.g., the wrlter'i index vol. to Ssmyutta i’ildva. 
London, 1604, pp, vi!, 12, " 

* Samimtta .Vtldya, r. 35, 103 f.. 200 1, it. 105 ; Ahguitan 

Jr. 3H t, etc. 
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Then, as the mists of ignorance roiled away, there 
hurst on him the supernal clarity of vision that 
revealed the lonely pinnacle on which he stood — the 
climax of a life_ to which there had heen no first 
birth, but of which there was to be, here and now, 
the last end. 

• And glad is he, for he hath won the top {agga-patto pamodati). 

Whoso hath all his training perfected (paripuppa), 

And cannot fall away, who hath insight 
Supreme, and doth behoid the fading out, 

The end of births — lo 1 him I call a seer, 

“Last-body-bearer," and “ abandoner 
Of all illusions,” “ orossed-beyond-deoay " ' 

(Iti-vuttaka, SO, 46). 

To become perfected, in this sense of completed 
achievement, was for the earnest disciple the 
positive motive or spring of religious life, com- 
plementary to, and supervening on, the negative 
motive of escape from dukklia, or misery. Con- 
viction of his liability at all times to sufiering 
spurred him to turn from worldly interests; the 
realization of a perfection, a goal or fruition to be 
attained, gradually replaced that vim a tergo (of. 
Points of Controversy, p. 230 f.). 

Literature. — See the sources quoted throughout. 

C. A. F. Rhvs Davids. 

PERFECTION (Christian). — I. NT CONCEP- 
TION.— ^omo phase of the idea and ideal of perfec- 
tion has a place in the Christian thought of every 
generation. The term itself, however perverted in 
the history of fanatical sects, is of too frequent 
occurrence in the NT to be overlooked. It stands 
for a conception of the completeness and blessed- 
ness of Christian experience which has attracted 
the wistful desire of orthodox and sectarian alike. 
As Christian it is to be distinguished from the 
metaphysical perfection of speculative thought and 
from the ideal or summum bonum of philosophical 
or naturalistic ethics. Its more direct lineage is 
discernible in the OT. But from that conception 
also it is differentiated by definite characteristics 
— e.g., by being evangelical rather than legal, 
positive rather than negative (Mt 'S Jn 
I4IB-23 etc,) . ]jy taking account of inward disposition 
as well as of outward act (Mt 5^' Jn 3^' ® etc.) ; 
and especially by setting forth the perfect love of 
God and man as the fulfilling and fulfilment of the 
divine law, thus raising the righteousness of the 
law to its highest power in the perfection of obedi- 
ence through faith and love (Mt Ho IS*”, 
Ja 2®, 1 Jn 3*®" etc.). It is also distinguished in 
Christian thought from holiness (g.v.) and from 
sanctification (q.v.) as a question of degree, or as 
the specific from the generic. Many Christians 
who urge the possibility of holiness plead the im- 
possibility of perfection. 

The essential significance of ‘ perfect’ (riXeiot) in 
the NT is that of an ideal relation of the Christian 
to the divine end, or rtXos, in regard to his charac- 
ter and service. But, as this ideal is progressively 
realized, every rtXos, both in revelation and in 
experience, is also an dpx?} — a beginning. Hence 
‘ perfect ’ is a relative term. Christian perfection 
is never identical with absolute perfection. That 
belongs to God only (Lk 18'®). In the measure of 
the human that is perfect which is complete in all 
its parts and powers, which possesses all that is 
necessary to the integrity of its nature, and 
reaches its divinely designed end. _ Thus, as a 
possibility and an obligation, Christian perfection 
signifies the full cluster and maturity of the speci- 
fically Christian graces which give the Christian 
character its completeness for life and service 
■adthin the conditions of its earthly environment. 
The NT term ‘ perfect,’ itself general and abstract, 
only materializes its meaning in organic relation to 
its context. This varies according to the immedi- 
ate conception of the nature of the divine law 


which reveals the ideal end for the perfect man in 
any particular age or circumstance. 

‘ The T^Aeiof is one who has attained his moral end, that for 
which be was intended, namely, to be a man in Christ '(R 0 
Trench, Synonyms of the NTS, i,ondon, 1876, p. 74). 

It is of primary importance to bear in mind that 
the, context in which ‘ perfect ’ occurs in the NT 
varies veiy considerably (cf. Mt 6*, 1 Co 13'® q?, 
He 7'® 12®). There is a perfection, possible and 
obligatory, recognized as crowning each stage of 
the Christian life. (1) At the beginning of Christ- 
ian disoipleship there is the perfection that consti- 
tutes a perfect conversion : ‘ If thou wonldest be 
perfect, go, sell that thou hast . . . and coma 
follow me ’ (Mt 19®'). This perfection refers to the 
completion of a preparatory state, which is initial 
to a discipline for further perfection more truly 
Christlike. (2) The estate of justification has 
its perfection in a redemption perfect as regards 
evangelical status and privilege : ‘ For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanotitied’ (He 10'®). (3) A perfection attaches 

to the state of obedient faith which ‘knows the 
things which are freely given to us of God,’ ‘How- 
beit we speak wisdom among the perfect ’ (1 Co 2®; 
cf. Ritschl, Justification and Reconciliation^ p. 
647). (4) A perfection attends the religious status 
marked by the attainment of the end of a ritual of 
privilege (He 7'® 9® 10'), or the perfection for leader- 
ship and official ministry reached through long 
discipline (He 2'® 7" 9"). (5) There is a perfection 
realized only in the consummation of another order 
of life — ‘the spirits of just men. made perfect’ 
(He 12®) — and vuth this may be associated that 
perfection of eternal spiritual progress anticipated 
in the words, ‘When that which is perfect is 
come, that which is in part shall be done away* 
(1 Co 13'»). 

But the sense in which ‘ perfect ’ is usually under- 
stood in Christian thought has reference to that 
ethical and spiritual completeness of Christian 
character whicn croivns the faith and discipline of 
the religious life. In this sense Jesus used it in 
what may be regarded as the great charter for the 
Christian ideal : ‘ Ye therefoi'e shall be perfect 
[imperatival future], as your heavenly. Father u 
perfect’ (Mt 6®®). He states perfection in ethical, 
not in legal, ritual, or eschatological terras; it 
consists in moral likeness to God, in perfect sonship 
to the perfect Father ; it is a quality of cliaracter, 
an ethical achievement resulting in the ‘ Christian- 
izing of the Christian,’ rather than a privilege of 
Christian status or imputation. This is the ideal 
towards which all NT teaching looks and moves. 
It is stated most fully in the profound a^darrag 
petitions of the apostolic prayers for Christian 
klievers (Eph 1'®-'® S'®"®, Col 1®-", 1 Th 6®, 2 Co 
13®), These find their all-comprehending unity m 
a supreme exposition of the Jaw, of love ; they 
unfom an ideal of ethical and spiritual excellenc 
that cannot be surpassed : ‘ May your sp'i'fc 
soul and body be preserved entire, without blame 
at the presence of our Lord Jesus Chnst •'b o. 1< 
that ye may ‘ know the love of 
passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled unto 
the fulness of God’ (Eph 3'®). The aspiration of 
the Christian soul can go no father. No limit m 
set to Christian privSege. The mam 
before which faith and practice bav® 
throughout the Christian c^tunes is whether 
St. Paul here prays for such 

blessing obtainable in the present life. He appeaw, 
however, to have anticipated this "atural • 
and forestalled it in the doxology that fab®''® 
of these prayers : ‘ Now unto him that 
do exceeding abundantly above all fbat , 

think, according to the power that worketh in , 
etc. (Eph 3=®), and in the sure note of conn 
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dence that closes the other ; ‘ Faithful is he that 
calleth you, -who will also do it’ (1 Th 6-^). These 
passages indicate the possibility of a state of 
Christian experience that can be described as ‘ un- 
blameable in holiness ’ (1 Th 3”), in which in this 
life Christians may stand hallowed through and 
through (oXoTcXeis), in every part of their nature 
[1>\6k\t]pov), subsisting by grace in a spiritual con- 
dition able to bear the scrutiny of their Lord’s 
presence without rebuke. It is to this achievement 
that the fidelity of God to His pnwose in calling 
men to be Christians is pledged. The obligation, 
moreover, to be ‘ sincere and void of offence unto 
the day ef Christ ; being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness’ (Ph I*®) rests upon all Christians 
and is not regarded in the apostolic ideal as a 
‘ counsel of perfection ’ for a privileged few ; for 
the acknowledged end of the apostles’ labour was 
‘ admonishing every man and teaching every man 
in all wisdom, that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ’ (Col 1®), ‘always striving for 
you in his prayers, that ye may stand perfect and 
fully assured in all the of God ’ (4“). 

(a) The closer definition of Christian perfection 
is almost invariably stated in the NT in terms of 
love. The injunction, ‘Become ye imitators of 
God, as beloved children ; and walK in love ’ (Eph 
■which compresses the ideal of perfection into a 
phrase echoing Mt 6‘S arose from the contempla- 
tion of God’s fireless tenderness in merciful dealing 
with the evil and the good, the just and the unjust. 
God’s perfection is perfect love ; man’s is in being 
like Him. Love with all the heart and soul and 


mind is the last sign of the perfect_(Mt ; for 

every relationship, human and divine, ‘ love is the 
bona of perfectness’ (Col 3**), and ‘he that dwelleth 
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein 
is our love made perfect. . . . There is no fear in 
love ; but perfect love casteth out fear ’ (1 Jn ^'®*). 
The boldest and most beautiful interpretation of 
Christian perfection in sacred literature is St. 
Paul’s great hymn to love in 1 Co 13 (cf. also 
2 P I*’’, Ja 1“) ; for, ‘ if we love one another, God 
abideth in us, and his love is perfected in us’ (1 Jn 
4'*). Obedience to ‘ the royal law according to the 
scripture,’ ‘the perfect law, the law of liberty,’ 
‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself’ (Ja 1“ 
2®J, becomes the vanishing point of every prophecy, 
precept, promise, and privilege in the NT ; for on 
this * hangeth the whole law, and the prophets 
(Mt 22*“). Such love is the harmonious expression 
and completion of the whole human personality — 
mind, wUl, and feeling — not of feeling alone (1 Th 
5P). But this love is always set forth os dependent 
upon the recognition and reception of ‘the love 
wnich God hath in us’ (1 Jn 4’“); ‘We love, 
because he first loved us ’ (4’“). God’s love towards 
us is first ‘ perfected in us’ (4'“), ‘ emptied forth in 
our hearts through the Holy Ghost which was 
given unto us ’ (Ko 6“), in order that, by ‘ the e:^ 
pulsive power of a new affection,’ ‘ fear that hath 
punishment’ maybe cast out, and the soul ener- 
gized in all its activities Godward and manward by 
a human love made perfect through the dmno. 
Only thus may wo ‘have boldness in the day of 
judgement ; because as he is, even so are we in 
this world’ (1 Jn 4"). _ . . j 

(6) Hence Christian perfection is constantly d^ 
dared to be wrought by the grace of God through 
Christ who dwells in our hearts by fa'th,^ to the 
end that, . . . being rooted and grounded in love, 
we ‘ may bo strong to apprehend with all the sainta 
what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Chnst which 
passeth knowledge,’ that wc ‘may be filled unto 
all the fulness of God’ (Eph S"”"-). * being confident 
of this very thing, that ho which began a good 
work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus 


in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 


bodily, and in him ye are mode full ’ (2’'- ; cf. 
1 Co 1®“) ; it is realizable only in Christ, and this 
in every aspect of its origin, progress, and end. 
Something in His life and death is regarded as 
essential to its inception and hope ; ‘ The law 
made nothing perfect’ (Ho 7’“); ‘For by one 
offering he hatn perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified’ (10'*); the ethical discipline by which 
perfection is attained finds its centre and sanction 
m Him : ‘ Having been made perfect, ho became 
unto all them that obey him the author of eternal 
salvation ’ (He 5“ ; cf. 12-). Moreover, He is Him- 
self the only perfect man — the complete type to 
which all human perfection must conform ; we are 
‘foreordained to be conformed to the imago of 
his Son, that he might bo the firstborn among 
many brethren ’ _(Ko 8“), so that ‘ the perfecting of 
the saints’ tarries ‘till we all attain . . . unto a 


fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ’ (Eph 4” ; cf. v.®* 5‘, Ph 2’). 

(c) Nevertheless, perfection is considered to bo 
dependent upon the effort of man in co-operating 
with the grace of God : ‘ But whoso keepeth his 
word, in him verily hath the love of God been 
perfected’ (1 Jn 2“) ; ‘ If we love one another, God 
abideth in us, and his love is perfected in us ’ (4*“ ; 
cf. Ph 2'“, 2 Co 7', Ja 5®). In order to be Christian, 
perfection must also be the perfection of the pure 
intent, the single eye (1 Co 10®', 1 P 4", Mt 6“), of 
the entire renunciation of self (Lk 14“), the com- 
plete discipline of the tongue (Jn 2'“), ns well ns the 
full cluster of the fruits of the Spirit (Gal 6“*-). 

[d) The lofty ideal of Christian perfection thus 
presented in the NT raises two q^uestions of great 
importance and of equal difficulty, which nave 
been the chief grounds of controversy in the history 
of the doctrine within the Church. To these the 


NT gives no categorical answer ; such answers os 
are available, while_ valuable as far as they go, are 
at best equivocal or inferential, (a) Does Christian 
perfection imply a state of sinlessncss T The J ohan- 
ninc writer asserts plainly concerning the children 
of God: ‘'Wliosooverabidothinhimsinnethnot. . . . 


Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin, because 
his seed abideth in him ; and ho cannot sin, be- 
cause he is begotten of God’ (1 Jn S'-*). And 
yet the same WTitcr asserts with equal plainness ; 
‘ If we say that we have no sin, wo deceive our- 
selves, ana the truth is not in us. If wc confess 
our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us ’ It is obvious 

that these assertions present an exceedingly diffi- 
cult exegetical problem. Taken at their face value, 
they are contradictory. Considered in the light of 
the doctrine of perfection, they depend much for 
their meaning upon the significance attached to the 
common term ‘sin,’ and upon the nature of the 
qualifying words chosen to express its closer defini- 
tion. Some relief has been sought in dLstinctions 
between sin ns outward or indwelling, voluntary 
or involuntary, momentary or habitual. The issue 
is too fine for discussion here. Cogent reasons for 
regarding Christian perfection in the NT ns the 
destruction of all sin are given by John Fletcher 
(‘Essay on Christian Perfection,’ iForfa, v. 40-60) 
and for the opposite view by P. T. Forsyth {Christ- 
fan Perfection:^, pp. 1-40). Commentaries (in loe.) 
should also bo consulted. But, whichever view is 
adopted, there can be little doubt that Christian 
perfection is regarded in Scripture as compatible 
with infirmity of knowledge and with other natural 
and inevitable human limitations consistent with 
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the persistence to the end of life of a state of ethical 
and spiritual probation (Jn 17'®, Ko S'®- 1 Co 16^ 

9®', 1 Jn 2‘). This implies a constant need of the 
grace of the atoning work of Christ (1 Jn 1’) and 
the continued possibility of further progress in 
spiritual attainment (Ph 3'“''®). 

(P) Is the attainment of Christian perfection 
possible in the present life ? The answer to this 
depends largely upon that given to the previous 
question. While it is extremely doubtful whether 
any specific NT passage gives ah answer in the 
affirmative, it may fairly he said that the general 
tenor of the NT teaching forbids a negative reply. 
This may be gathered from the passages already 
quoted in this exposition. But it must be acknow- 
ledged that the use made of these for this end 
frequently depends upon whether their exposition 
proceeds _ upon lines determined by antecedent 
Calvinistic or Arminian tendencies. Moreover, 
it should be noticed that the great ethical and 
Miritual experiences tliat constitute finality in the 
Christian life are mostly presented in timeless 
relations in the NT. Nevertheless the obligation 
to regard perfection as the attainable goal of the 
Christian estate is undeniable (Mt 2 Co 7', 
Ph 3'®, He 6^). The privilege, possibility, and 
promise of reaching this blessedness are not, how- 
ever, declared chiefly in definite textual state- 
ments; they are too deep for words. What the 
NT here reveals is not so much a doctrine as a con- 
sciousness — and a consciousness of indescribable 
Avealth and poiver — that He who hath begun a 
good work in us Avill also perfect it. In this vital 
and_ vitalizing consciousness the expectation of 
Christian perfection lived, moved, and had its 
being in the Apostolic Church. 

II. Historical, — Each of the main theological 
systems has preserved, in the form of doctrine, 
experience, or tradition, one or other of the aspects 
of Christian perfection presented in the NT ; but 
there is no consecutive histoiy of the doctrine. It 
will be more satisfactory, therefore, to consider 
the types of theory exhibited than to attempt any 
chronmogieal arrangement of the material avail- 
able. 

I. Patristic. — This type appears in fragments 
mostly continuing the strain of thought and 
phraseology of the NT; Christian perfection is 
the perfection of love achieving through grace 
the righteousness of faith. 

* By love were all the elect of Qod made perfect. . . . Those 
who have been perfected in love through the grace of God attain 
to the place of the godly. . . . Blessed were we, dearly beloved, 
if we should be doing the commandments of God in concord of 
love. . . . Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shali impute 
no sin, neither is guile in his mouth ’ (Clement of Borne, od Cor. 
49 f.). 

SpeaUng of faith, hope, and love. Polycarp writes ; ‘ If any 
man be in these, he has fulfiiled the law of righteousness, for 
he that hath love is far from all sin ’ (ad Phil, 3). 

Tg^atlus repeats this testimony: ‘Faith is the beginning of 
life and love the end ; and the two being found in unity are God, 
while all things else follow in their train unto true nobility. No 
man professing faith sinneth, and no man possessing love bateth’ 
(ad Eph. 14). ‘ Seeing ye are perfect, let your counsels also be 
perfect ; tor, it ye desire to do well, Qod is ready to grant the 
means ’ (od Smym. 11). 

Irenssus understands that the apostle Paul ‘declares that 
those are “ the perfect ” who present unto the Lord body, soul 
and spirit without offence ; who not only have the Holy Spirit 
abiding in them, but also preserve faultless their souls and 
bodies, keeping their fidelity to God, and maintaining right- 
eous dealing with their neighbours '(odp. fleer. V. vL 1; cL also 
Didache, i., vi., x, xvi.). 

Clement of Alexandria, influenced by Gnostic tendencies, 
illustrates how early the wavering faith of Christian thinkers 
was drawn in two ways respecting Christian perfection: 'A 
man may be perfected, whether as godly, or as patient, or in 
chastity, or in labours, or as a marti’r, or In knowledge. But 
to be perfected in all these together I know not if this may bo 
said of any who is yet man, save only of Him who put on human- 
ity for us ‘ (Strom, iv. 21). Yet he writes again : ‘ It is a thing 
impossible that man should be perfect as God is perfect : but it is 
the Father’s will that we, living according to the Gospel in blame- 
less or unfailing obedience, should become perfect ' (ii, vii. 14), 

Jerome may servo to illustrate a later phase of Patristic 


thought when Pelagian views of perfection found enrrenov 

* mflint'.n.tn nlsn ttKnt* . . 


any wilfui fault ’ (Vial, against tin Pelag&ns, Ul 

2 . Methodist. — ^This type is conBidered at this 
stage_ because (a) the doctrine of Christian perfec- 
tion is pre-eminently the distinctive doctrine of 
this community, ivhich at present constitutes the 
largest Protestant Church ; (S) it presents the fullest 
and most definitely articulated statement of the 
doctrine, and claims to be a direct continuation in 
modem times of the apostolic teaching ; (c) it is 
claimed by J. A. Faulkner, of the Drew Theological 
Seminary, that ‘the Methodists ivere the first Christ- 
ians who officially, and as a united body, ivithont 
deviation, and with the power of a church behind 
them to make it eSective, taught the NT doctrine 
of Christian perfection’ (0. A. (jurtis. The Christ- 
ian Faith, p. 625) ; they also embodied it in their 
standards and expounded and defended it as ‘ the 
grand depositum which God has lodged with the 
people called Methodists, and for the sake of pro- 
pagating this chiefly He appeared to have raised 
us up’ Wesley, Letters, 15th Sept., 26th Nov. 
1790) ; (d) it is claimed that the state of Christian 
perfection has been attained and enjoyed in living 
experience. The doctrine is stated m ‘A Plain 
Account of Christian Perfection, as believed and 
taught by the Keverend Mr. John Wesley, from 
the Year 1725 to the Year 1777,’ and ‘Brief Thoughts 
on Christian Perfection’ (TAc WorlcsoftheJBev.John 
Wesley, London, 1840, xi. 351-428). The spiritual 
values of the doctrine find their highest expression 
in The Methodist Hymn Book, particularly in the 
unique section ‘For Believers seeking for Full 
Eedemption.’ W. B. Pope {A Compendium of 
Christian Theology'*, iii. 27-100) gives a careful 
dogmatic and historical review of the doctrine. 
From the days of the Holy Club at Oxford (1730) 
the Wesleys persistently sought perfection. Their 
earliest conceptions of it Avere mystical and ascetic, 
but intensely ethical. The influence of these char- 
acteristics remained even when, after their conver- 
sion, their conception of perfection had become 
strictly evangelical ; their theory progressed from 
a preparatory ethical discipline, whose elements 
were but imperfectly understood, to a clearly 
apprehended and, as they profoundly believed, 
Scriptural conviction of the privilege open to every 
Christian believer of being perfected in the love of 
God and man, and of being Avholly delivered from 
indAvelling sin. The doctrine formed the naturm 
sequel to the joyous assurance of acceptance with 
God that Avas the seal of justifying faith ; Christ- 
ian perfection Avas' the further seal of the Holy 
Spirit set upon the earnest striving of the regene- 
rate Avill accompanied by a faith working by lo''® > 
such faith made this blessing its direct object, 
received it as a gift of grace, and retained it by tne 
obedience of faith which became fniitfM and cue®' 
tive through an abiding union Avith the crucineu 
and risen Redeemer. Indeed, _ the doctrine of a 
complete deliverance from all sin Avas regarded as 
the logical and experimental outcome of the pro- 
clamation of a free, full, present salvi^ion as the 
gift of grace to every penitent sinner. The exposi- 
tion of the doctrine is marked by reasonableness 
and moderation, by great frankness and spintn 
daring. Definitions often state what it is not. 
The main features of the Methodist doctrine ar 
as follows : (1) it is not absolute, nor 
angelic perfection, nor is any one infallible a ^ 
he remains in the body ’ (Wesley, 
nor is it a perfection of justification (p. , 

not legal, yet it is relative to a given law— the Ja 
of love ; hence (2) it is perfect love : 

‘By perfection I mean the hamble, • 

God andour neighbour, rulinz oar tempera, word« and act 
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(p. 428). • Pure love reigning alone in the heart and life— tUa 
18 the whole of Scriptural perfection ’ (p. 8S5). ‘There Is noth- 
ing higher in religion ; there ia, in effect, nothing else* (p. 413). 

(3) Perfect love is the one law stated in the 
gospel to which we are now subject in the Christian 
dispensation ; this is not a mitigated law, but a 
higher law than that contained in ordinances ; it 
is the only law possible for us to obey and by 
which we can be judged. Because it is the royal 
law, the, law of Christ, obedience to it constitutes 
Christian perfection in the Methodist sense (cf. p. 
399). TMs is the plain doctrine found in vary- 
ing words throughout John Wesley’s writings (ef. 
Journal, 27th Aug. 1768). Wliile mystical and 
ascetic teachers of perfection, who make love its 
essence, have seldom related it to the ethical obedi- 
ence of faith, he boldly declares that the righteous- 
ness of the law is fulKlled in those in whom faith 
working by love is reckoned for perfection. Hence, 
as his critics admit (cf. C. Hodge, Systematic 
Theology, iii. 258), there is no tolerance of anti- 
nomianism in Wesley’s doctrine. Moreover, ‘ this 
law of faith workin" by love is plainly different 
from the law of works’ (Wesley, Works, xi. 400). 
Only in obedience to the law of love can Wesley’s 
doctrine be regarded as (4) sinless perfection. He 
writes: 

‘I do not contend for tho term "sinless,” though 1 do not 
object ogainBt ft ' (p. 428). ' la it sinless f It Is not worth while 
to contend for a term. It ia salvation from sin ’ (p. 424). 

Yet in answer to the question. Does being made 
perfect in love imply that all inward sin is taken 
away ?, he says : 

•Undoubtedly; or how can we be said to be saved from all 
our undeannesscs?’ (p. 871 f. ; cf. p. SCO ft.). 

‘The Methodist doctrine is_ the only one that 
has consistently and boldly maintained the destruc- 
tion of the carnal mind, or the inbred sin of our 
fallen nature’ (Pope, iii. 97)_. It goes further than 
certain mystics and the Pietists of the school of 
Spener in asserting that the newness of life im- 
parted by perfect love depends for its full exercise 
upon a perfect death to sin. 

‘The combination of tho two elements, the negative annihila- 
tion of the principle of sin and tho positive effusion of perfect 
love Is, it may bo said, peculiar to Methodist theoio^ ns such 
(<6. ; cf. also A. Lowrey, Possibililitt of Grace, Now York, 1884 ; 
R, B. Foster, Christian Purit]/). 

Nevertheless Wesley frankly admits that, while 
those who are perfected in love are freed from all 
unholy tempers, pride, anger, self-will, and sinful 
desires, they are not free from mistakes, infirmities 
of judgment, involuntary negligences, and ignoi^ 
ances. These, however, though they are indeed 
deviations from tho perfect law, are not, strictly 
speaking, sins. He recognizes the difficulty of 
accmately discriminating between sinful and sinless 
faults (cf. xi. 381), butnothingissin properly speak- 
ing save 'a voluntary transgression of a known 
law.’ 

■ I believe there is no such perfection In this life a» cxdadra 
these involuntary transgressions which I apprehend to ^ 
naturally consequent on the Ignorance and mistakes inscparaDle 
from mortality. Therefore ‘^sinless perfection ' is a phmc I 
never use, lest I should seem to contradict myself. I wllcvc a 
person filled with tlie love of God ia still liable to these jn» 
voluntary transgressions. Such transgressions you loay 
sins, if you please ; I do not, for the reasons above mentioned' 
(xl S30; cf. also p. SC3). , . * v 

Still such fault^, though not properly sins, cannot bear the 
rigour of God's justice, and therefore * tho best of men 
Christ as their iMest, their Atonement, their Advocate vrtta 
the Father; not only as the continuance of their every blcssiqg 
depends on Ills deaUi and intercession, hut on acTOunt of tbcir 
coming short of the Jaw of love. For every man living docs so. 
. • , The most perfect may properly for themselves, os wellM 
for their brethren, say, “Forgive us our trespasses. . • . ror 
want of duly considering this, some deny that tlicv need the 
atonement of Christ, Indeed, exceeding fc^Y ; 1 do ^lOt re^ 
member to liave found five of them In England. Of the two I 
would sooner give up perfection ; but we need not pre up 
either one or the other. The perfection 1 hold, “ love rejolang 
evermore, pravlng without ceasing, and in everything pving 
thanks," Is well consistent with it ; If any hold a perfection 
which is not, they must look to It* (xL 401 ; cf. p. 379). 


(5) Perfection is receiTed instantaneously by 
faith. 


• As to the manner. I believe this perfection is always 
wrought in the soul by a simple act of faith ; consequently in 
an instant. But I believe a gradual work, both preceding and 
following that instant * (xi. 4^). ‘ But God docs not, will not, 
give that faith unless we seek it with all diligence in the'a'ay 
which He hath ordained,* namely * in vigorous, universal obedi- 
ence, in a zealous keeping of all the commandmeuU, in \\'atch- 
fulness ond painfulness, in denying ourselves, and taking up 
our cross daily ; as well as In earnest prayer and fasting, and a 
dose attendance on all the ordinances of God ' (p. SSOj ‘ Yet 
these are not necessary In the same sense or same degree as 
faith . . . they are remotely necessary ; faith Is immediately 
and directly necessary ' (vi. 60). 

(6) Perfection is possible in this life. Wesley 
frequently urges this, but admits that it is a rare 
experience, though ‘several persons have enjoyed 
the blessing without interrnption for many years.’ 
‘ I know many that love God with all their near t’ 
(xi. 402 ; cf. pp. 393, 389, iu. 96-100). His mature 
judgment was : 

‘As to the time. I believe this instant generally is the 
instant of death, the moment before the son! leaves the body. 
But I believe it may be ten, twenty, or forty years before. I 
believe it is usually many years niter justification ; but that it 
may be within five years or five months alter it, 1 know no con- 
clusive argument to the contrary ’ (xi. 420 ; cf. p. S73). Yet, as 
it is given instantaneously, in ono moment, * we are to expect 
it, not at death, but evciy moment ; now is tho accepted time ' 
(p. 8C7 ; cf. p. 378 f .). Still • I believe that In the case of most 
they gradually die to sin and grow in grace, till at, or perhaps 
a little before, death God perfects them in love, but not all ; 
sometimes He "cuts short His work”; He does the work of 
many years in a few weeks, perhaps in n week, a day, an hour ’ 
(p. 406) ; ‘ BO that ono may nflirm the work is ^dual, another, 
it is instantaneous, without any manner of contradiction’ 
(p. 407). * But those who are perfect can undoubtedly grow in 
grace, and that not only while they are in the body, but to all 
eternity " (p. 400). 

(7) Assurance and profession . — Wesley applied 
his doctrine of assurance to the attainment of 
Christian perfection ns he did to the clear conscious- 
ness of jnstitication. The Sjnrit of God boro 
witness to the reality and certainty of each of 
these Bpiritual states. This ■witness and tho 
‘ marks ’ in experience of a total death to sin and 
an entire renewal in tho love and imago of God 
were essential to the human conGdcncc that tho 
state of perfection had been readied (pp. 385 f., 
404). Tliis interior evidence was not always equally 
clear ; it was susceptible of intermission and of 
increasing degrees of certainty (p. 403). As to the 
profession of Christian perfection, his statements 
are characterized by great caution and a sane 
reserve; ho is at pains to admonish professors 
against the presumption of pride and tho perils of 
enthusiasm, yet he favours a humble confession of 
enjoyment of the blessing to tho glory of God. 

• Bo particularly carclul In speaking of yourself ; you may 
not Indeed deny tie work of God : but speak ol It when you are 
called thereto, in the most Inoffensive manner possible. . . . 
Indeed, you need give it no general name; neither perfection, 
sanctification, the second blessing, nor the having attained. 
Bather speak of the particulars which God hath wrought for 
you. Y’ou may say, " At such a time I felt a change which I 
am not able to express; and since that time, 1 have not felt 
pride, or sell-wilL or anrar, or unbelief ; nor anything but a 
inlncss of love to God and all mankind " ' (xL 417 ; of. pp. 382, 
890). 

It seems doubtful whether Wesley himself over 
professed to have reached this state (for the 
opposite view cf, Curtis, p. 374 ffi). Igiter Metho- 
dists have been extremely shy of profession, 

• As employed by the individual Christian concerning himself, 
perfection is a term more appropriate to his aspiration than his 
professed attainment’ O'’. B. Fopc. A Bifhtr CaUehitm of 
Theotoov, I^ndon, 1883. p. 275). ‘There Is no consciousness 
more unconscious of self than that of perfect holiness and lore’ 
(Pope, Comp, of Chr. TheoWS ill. 60). 


(8) Wesley’s later judgment, con- 

trary to some of his earlier statements, was that 
Christian perfection as a state of grace might bo 
lost by unfaithfulness; it was never beyond the 
reach and reality of temptation. ■ 

•I do not include an impossibnity of falling from it, cither in 
part or in whole. Therefore I retract several expressions In 
our Hymns, which pa.-Uy exprea, partly Imply ruch an Inr 
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possibility’ (xi. 428). •'We are surrounded with instances of 
those who lately experienced all that I mean by perfection. 
They had both the fruit of the Spirit, and the witness ; but 
they have now lost both’ (p. 409 f.; cf. pp. 402, 425, also 
Journal, 25th July 1774, and Letters, 27th Jan. and 12th Feb. 
1767). 


3. Arminian. — Methodist doctrine generally was 
Arminian in type, and its doctrine of Christian 
perfection founa a starting-point in the teaching 
of the Remonstrant divines. The early Aiminians 
wrote much on this doctrine ; it was a consequent 
of their primary theological principles ; hut their 
views lacked clear definition. It was exhibited 
rather in its opposition to the Roman doctrine of 
works of supererogation and the Calvinist ten- 
dencies to antinomianism than as the clear obliga- 
tion and privilege of evangelical religion. Por the 
views of Arminius himself, who died early (1609), 
which are less sharply defined than those of his 
followers, see WovIk of Arminkts, tr. J. Nichols, 
London, 1825-29, i. 608, ii. 408, Charged with 
Pelagian tendencies because he asserted that it 
was possible for the regenerate perfectly to keep 
God’s precepts, he repudiated the Pelagian position 
^ basing this possibility wholly upon the grace of 
God, and therein claimed affinity with the teach- 
ing of Augustine. His followers dwelt upon a 
perfection of three degrees ; (1) that of beginners ; 
(2) that of proficients— the perfection of unimpeded 
progress in the regenerate life ; and (3) that of the 
truly perfect — the perfection of an established 
maturity of grace in which the sinful habit is sub- 
dued. Of the last stage little is positively taught 
concerning its limitations, means, or certitude. 
Episcopius says : 

’The commandments of God may be kept with what He 
regards as a perfect fulfilment, in the supreme love which the 
Gospel requires according to the covenant of grace, and in the 
utmost exertion of human strength assisted by Divine help. 
This consummation includes two things, (1) A perfection pro- 
portioned to the powers of each individual ; (2) A pursuit of 
always higher perfection ' (flp. Pope, Comp, of Chr. Theol.^ iii. 
84; cf. Hodge, ill. 253). P. van Limborch describes it ss 
'perfect, in being correspondent to the provisions and terms of 
the Divine covenant. It is not sinless or an absolutely perfect 
obedience, but such os consists in a sincere love of piety, 
absolutely excluding every habit of sin ’ (Institutiones Theologtts 
ChristiancE*, Amsterdam, 1716, pp. 668a, 659b, 661a [tr, W. 
Jones, London, 1702]). 


Similar positions were regarded sympathetically 
by the Cambridge Platonists ; their exposition 
and enforcement of Christian perfection formed a 
transition stage between the Arminian doctrine 
and its more definite and evangelical development 
in Methodism, It was natural that the Arminian 


type as elaborated and deepened by Methodism 
should be met antagonistically by the type of 
thought characteristic of Calvinism. 

4. Lutheran and Calvinistic. — In general this 
offers a direct n^ative to most of the positive 
claims regarding Christian perfection ; perfection 
is never realized in the present life ; in no case is 
sin entirely subdued ; the most advanced believer 
daily needs to pray for the forgiveness of sins to 
which guilt attaches. It is admitted that a direct 
obligation lies upon the Christian to be ‘perfect 
even as your Father which is in lieaven is perfect ’ ; 
that the gospel provision for Christian perfection 
is all-sufficient ; that a perfection involving ulti- 
mately a complete deliverance^ from all sin is the 
sure promise of God in Christ. The essential 
questmn, however, is whether this promise of 
perfection is intended by God to be fulfilled in this 
life, and whether cases are knoivn in which the 
promise has been actually fulfilled. 

Whilst * nil admit thot God can render His people perfect 
before death as weli as after it, . . . the answer given to these 
questions by the Church universal is in the negative ’ (Hodge, 
ui.246). 

The grounds for this view are; (i.) the spintu- 
ality of the divine law with the absoluteness and 
immutability of its demands ; for it condemns as 
sinful any want of conformity to the standard of 


absolute perfection as exhibited in the Bible ; (ii.) 
the express declaration of Scripture that all men 
are sinners— and this not in the sense that all 
men have sinned and all are guilty, but that all 
men have sin constantly clinging to them;i (iii.) 
passages of Scripture which describe the reality of 
the conflict between the flesh and the spirit— e.p., 
the fragment of Paul’s autobiography in ^ 7, the 
confession of persistent imperfection (Ph 3'^‘^‘), the 
lusting of flesh and spirit in Chnstian living 
(Gal ; (iv.) the unceasing testimony of Christ- 
ian experience, corporate and personal, in the 
confession of sin and the prayer for forgiveness. 

A Christian ' never la in a state which satisfies his own con- 
viction of what he ought to be. He may call his deficiencies 
infirmities, weaknesses, and errors, and may refuse to call them 
sins. But this does not alter the case. Whatevertheyare called. 
It is admitted that they need God’s pardoning mercy ’ (Hodge, 
iii. 250). ‘Nothing which the law does not condemn can need 
expiation. If these transgressions, therefore, need atonement, 
they are sins in the sight of God ’ (ib, p. 255). 

The one sense in which Christian perfection is 
acknowledged in the standards of the Reformation 
— ^Lutheran and Reformed, and particularly in 
modem Calvinism— is perfection by imputation. 
This assumes that his status as perfect as well as 
his status as justified is for the (jhristian believer 
completed in Christ, and applied to him as a 
free gift in the covenant of grace. His perfection 
is the imputed righteousness of Christ. Col 2*'’, 
1 Co 1®°, and He 10’‘ are quoted in support. It is 
the perfection of Another reckoned to the_ elect 
believer, ‘given to them for whom it is appointed’ 
(cf. Conf. Aug. xxvii. ; Calvin, Inst, ill, xxii. 2, 
IV. i, 17, viii. 12; art. ‘ Vollkommenheit,’in PiZR’ 
XX. 733 tf.). A modified form of this view appears 
to be taken by Forsyth (Christian Perfection^ 
chs. i. and ii). Perfection thus tends to become a 
subject for dogmatics rather than ethics in the 
Christian system ; for moral character is not trans- 
ferable. In the keen controversy on Christian per- 
fection at the time of the Evangelical Revival the 
Calvinistic arguments were met by John Fletcher, 
vicar of Madeley, himself not only an authoritative 
exponent of the Methodist position, but a beautiful 
example of its grace. His Last Checlt to Antino- 
mianism (London, 1787), written in reply to a 
polemical pamphlet, A Creed for Arminians and 
Perfectionists, by Richard Hill, Fellow of Clare 
Hall, Cambridge, seeks to show the Scriptural 
character of the Methodist doctrine, and that it 
was sanctioned by the best theologcal writers 
(Works, iv. 406-v. 226). Whilst the doctrine of 
the Wesleys has been generriUy condemned by the 
Churches, it is not difficult to establish sympathetic 
relations between it and the higher spiritual 
aspiration and teaching of the Church of England, 
of which the Wesleys and Fletcher were clergy- 


men. , . , 

5. Anglican. — Here the strong desire for com- 
•rehension in doctrine and devotion made room in 
he articles and offices of the Book of Common 
kayer for both Calvinistic and Arminian tenden- 
ies. The former tendency is seen chiefly in the 
[octrinal colouring of the articles, the lattw m the 
levotional wealth of the liturgies of the Chmch- 
fhe Arminian positions were favomed by High 
Ihurchmen of the Nonjuror type. The Wileys 
ame by ancestry from that stock, and strong 
piritual sympathy with its traditions deeply muu- 
nced their teaching. In this atmosphere thei 
octrine of Christian perfection was bom, and iw 
evelopment was nourished by these traditions, 
ohn AWey declares that the doctrine of 
erfeotion, which he held untU the close ofhislite, 
ras essentially identical in prmciple with that 

1 Luther is quoted as saying : ‘iHie 
Is pood ; and » he bad no sin, be n^e so 

either would prayer flow so weil (E. H. Bogatzky, v 
’reasurp, London, 1773, p. 328). 
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which he preached in a University sermon, in St. 
Mary’s, Oxford, on 1st Jan. 1733, five years before 
his evangelical conversion ; he also traces its 
starting-point to the reading of Jeremy Taylor’s 
Hvle ana Exercises of Holy Living and Holy 
Dying-, he acknowledges the influence of h Kempis 
upon it, and expresses his great indebtedness to 
the writings on (Christian penection of the fearless 
Nonjnror, William Law (Worlcs, xi. 35111.). He 
considered that the type of Christian perfection 
which he expounded was in harmony with the 
roiritual ideals and devotional formularies of the 
English Church ; it was not forbidden by her 
articles and was sanctioned by the language of her 
offices, collects, and homilies.' Fletcher shows 
how * this vein of godly desire after Christian per- 
fection runs through her daily services’ (iv. 436- 
453). Attention may be called to the confirmation 
of the view that (i.) Christian perfection consists in 
perfect love ; the words of the collect in the ante- 
communion service, ‘ Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magni^ 
thy holy Name, through Christ our Lord’ — in 
themselves stating a doctrine of Christian perfec- 
tion satisfying every evangelical claim — find echo 
in other collects and exposition in certain of the 
homilies (e.g,, the collect for Quinquagesima, the 
homily on ‘ Charity,’ and ‘ for Good Friday ’) ; 
Wesley quotes Archbishop Usher as confirming 
his conception of being perfects 
‘To have a heart so all-flatning with the lore of God, as con- 
tinually to offer np every thought, word, and work, as a spiritual 
saorlflce, acceptahlo to God through Ohrist’ (K'orw, xl. S69). 
(ii.) Christian perfection implies cleansing from all 
actual and inbred sin ; this is a burden of desire 
and expectation in several parts of the liturgy; 
e.g., in the ancient liturgical creed of the Cliui-cli, 
the’Te Deum’: ‘Vouchsafe, 0 Lord, to keep us 
this day without sin ’ ; it is the refrain of many of 
the collects (cf. those for the Circumcision, the 
first Sunday after Easter, tlie first, _ ninth, eight- 
eenth, nineteenth Sundays after Trinity, Innocents 
day, St. Luke’s day, etc.); the baptismal office 
definitely contemplates and desires a death to all 
inbred sin, that the baptized ‘ may crucify the old 
man, and utterly abolish the whole body of sin ’ ; 
the prope^reface for Christmas day in the com- 
munion office regards the end of the Incarnation 
as ‘without spot of sin, to make us clean from 
all sin ’ ; lest these should be regarded as aspira- 
tions for the unattainable, the faith of the Church 
is directed to God who is ‘ wont to give more than 
we desire or deserve’ (twelfth Sunday after 
Trinity). . 

6 . Earlier views. — Behind Protestant theories of 
Christian perfection lay the_ influential sj’stcms of 
philosophical and psychological theology— Gnostic, 
Pelagian, Augnstininn — which never wholly pass 
out of sight. Each of these had its doctrine of 
perfection. , . , 

(a) Gnostic. — Influenced both by Platonic ana 
Iq'’ Stoic philosophy, the Gnostic regarded perfec- 
tion as the prerogative of the ‘spiritual —those 
redeemed from the bondage of matter and the flash 
— for it was assumed that sin was an inseparable 
association of matter. Consequently a meta- 
physical perfection took the place of the ethical 
and evangelical privilege of the NT; it was 
attained by way of knowledge possessed only by 
the initiated, and ns a gift independent of the 
exercise of faith and the ethical grace of love ; it 
was an esoteric state entered through 
insight and had no living connexion with Christ 
through obedience to His perfect lavv of love (ct. 
Clem. Alex. Peed. i. 6). 

1 'The nowerot the Church of England I.ay not M much fa Ha 
fonnal theology ns In its liturg)’ ’{A. V. ^ Allen, The Con.ia««tjf 
Cif Christian Thmnht, Ixindoa, ISSl, p. S21). 


(6) Pelagian. — ^Perfection here was the crown of 
natural processes — the supreme efibrt of the 
inherent power of the human will ; God required 
nothing unattainable by the exercise of native 
faculties succoured by natural means of grace ; 
perfection was in the wise adjustment of the 
human organism to its appointed environment; 
no inherent tendency to evil interfered with com- 
plete obedience^ to the divine law ; education was 
the means and instrument of perfection ; the reve- 
lation and example of Jesus, together with favour- 
able circumstances, were aids of the highest order 
to its achievement; by their means a self-disci- 
plined spirit might, and in some cases did, attain, 
without the specific help of the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, to the perfection of character which satisfied 
the merciful Judge of mankind ; the same merciful 
regard covered the inevitable faults of imperfect 
adjustment; the grace of God was original in 
human naturc,_and perfection was its instinctive 
quest and attainable goal ; grace merely enabled 
tlie recipient to reach it more easily. Hence the 
Johannine saying, ‘If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves,’ is, for such ns ‘ attain,’ the 
hyperbolism of humility, and the petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer, ‘Forgive us our trespasses,’ is a 
corporate confession used only as expressing the 
desire and need of others (cf. Pelagiiis, ap. Augus- 
tine, dc Perf. Justif. 2 f., 6). Obviously perfection 
of this type is naturalistic rather than distinctively 
Christian ; it was on this account condemned at 
the Council of Carthage (A.D. 418). 

(c) Aiigiistinian. — Excessive dread of Pelagian- 
ism fettered the mind of Augustine, its great 
antagonist, in his judgment as to th^ossibility of 
attaining Christian perfection. Hesitation in 
accepting the full implications of his doctrine of 
grace is a marked feature of his teaching. Perfec- 
tion is possible ; for divine grace is irresistible ; 
the human will might be so constrained by the 
divine that perfect concurrence with the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God would bo 
effected. Moreover, he connects such a concurrence 
directly with perfect love — a supremo delight in 
God which overcomes every opposite tendency. 
It may not bo asserted that Goa c.annot so make 
Himself present to the soul that, tlie old naturo 
being entirely abolished (‘tota penitus vetustato 
consumpta’ \de Spir. ct Lit. xxxvi. 66]), a life 
should DO lived in this world such ns will bo lived 
in the eternal contemplation of Him in the world 
to come. But, in the inscrutable wisdom of tho 
divine sovereignty, God has restrained His grace 
BO that no soul may reach perfection on earth : 

‘Et Ideo cju3 pcrfectlonem ctlara in hacvlta «5C possibllcm, 
ncparc non possiimus, quia omnia'possibilla sunt Deo, slvc quae 
lacit Bola aua voluntate, eive quao co-operantibUB creaturao suae 
voiunlatlbuB n bo fieri posjo constitult. Ac per hoc qulcquld 
corum non Jncit, b)db eicroplo cst quidcro In cju3 opcribui 
lactls ; Bed apud Dcum et in cjus vlrtulc habet causam qua fieri 
possit, ct in ejus Bapicnlia quarenon factum Bit' (ft. T. 7). 

In a word, Augustine dismisses tho hope of perfec- 
tion in this lue, while acknowledging that it is 
possible, becauso the wilt of God permits and 
appoints that sin should persist in the most perfect 
Christians as essential to true hnmilit3' ; this view 
harmonizes with his theory that sin is a defect 
that in the divine scheme works a greater good. 
Hence all saints confess themselves sinners, though 
he hesitates about including the Blessed Virgin. 

These earlier views entered as determining fac- 
tors into the conceptions of perfection prevalent 
in Roman Catholic teaching and practice. From 
Gnostic sources came the ascetic tendencies, Pela- 
gianism contributed the element of human ability 
which lay in the doctrine of merit, while the 
doctrine of concupiscence and the power of sacra- 
mental graceare closely allied with AugustinianLsm. 

7. AsceUc and Roman. — (a) Asceticism in some 
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form has been a popular and persistent variant for 
perfection in Christian history (of. Harnack, Hist, 
of Dogma?, i. 238 f.). For its self-discipline apos- 
tolic authority is claimed {of. 1 Ti 4’, Ac 24'®). 
Perfection is possible only as the fruit of long, lone 
virilance, ever-deepening humility, and ceaseless 
self-mortification, Macarius of Egypt (t 391) is a 
typical exponent. 

Perfection is to burn with ‘ardent and inextinguishable lore 
to the Lord ’ x. 2), to reach perfect freedom and purity, 
‘ the perfect cleansing from sin, and freedom from base pas- 
sions, and the attainment of the highest reach of virtue, that is, 
the sanctification of the heart, which takes place through the 
indwelling of the Divine and perfect Spirit of God in perfect 
Joy ’ {Horn. ii. 2). But, while ‘ every one of us must attain 
Dlessedness through the gift of the Holy Spirit, he may in 
faith and love and the struggle of the determination of his free 
will reach a perfect degree of virtue, that so he may both by 
grace and by righteousness win eternal life ’ (de Perfect, in Spir. 
li. 1 ; of. flow, xix.). 

Stress is laid upon the co-ordination of human 
merit and divine grace, in tvinning perfection ; this 
is a tendency of ascetic •writers generally. A 
further typical movement regards concupiscence as 
remaining in the soul for its discipline in humility, 
even ■when desire for the extirpation of sin had 
become a ruling passion. Hence Christian perfec- 
tion never becomes^ more than aspiration and 
approximation in religious experience. Macarius 
confesses : 

‘Never have I seen a Chriscinn man perfect and entirely free. 
... I myself may have reached that point sometimes, buthave 
learned still that no man is perfect ' (flow. viii. 6). 

_ It is common testimony that the perfect destnic- 
tion of sin in the heart lies beyond human experi- 
ence — e.g., Nilus (fc. 440), atypical representative 
of Greek asceticism (de Temper, ii., de Octo Vitiis), 
Marcus Eremita, a 6th cent, Egyptian hermit (de 
Temper. 27), Maximus Confessor (t 662 j Cent. iv. 
‘de Charitate,’ Cent. iii. 46, 79), and especially 
Cassian (f c. 450 ; Conferences, passim). Reference 
should here be made to the association of Christian 
perfection with the obligations of a ‘ religious ’ 
vocation ; it was not the calling of the many, but 
of the few ; it implied ‘ counsels of perfection ’ — 
chastity, poverty, and obedience — which only the 
elect could receive. The resultant idea of a two- 
fold standard of perfection, which arose in the 
ear^ history of the Church (cf. Didache ; Cyprian, 
de Opere et Eleemos. ; Ambrose, de Officiis Gler., 
etc. ), deepened into a fundamental principle in the 
ascetic quest for perfection. 

‘ The Church resolutely declared war on all these attempts to 
elevate evangelical perfection as an inflexible law for all, and 
overthrew her opponents. She pressed on in her world-wide 
mission and appeased her conscience by allowing a two-fold 
mortality within her bounds' (Harnack, ii. 123 ; of. a discussion 
of ‘The Two Lives,' in O. Bigg, TAe Christian Platonists of 
Alexandria'^, Oxford, 1013, pp, 46, 115-122; E. Hatch, The 
Influence of Greek Ideas, London, 1890, p. 164 ft.). 

This doctrine lay at the root of the medimval 
theory of Christian perfection. Thomas Aquinas, 
adopting the distinction in the Christian life 
between ‘ beginners, progressing, and perfect,’ held 
that the highest perfection attainable by the 
‘ beginners ’ and those ‘ progressing ’ is that which 
excludes mortal sins, which oppose the love of 
God, and all that hinders the soul from turning 
Avholly to God. Ascetic practices were the means, 
though only the means, of true perfection (Summa, 
II. ii. 184). 

(6) Roman Catholicism. — In practice this was 
ascetic; only the discipline of the monastic life 
secured an ordering of temporal circumstances 
sufficiently favourable for its pursuit. In doctrine 
the most important stress lies upon the recognition 
of the distinction between mortal and venial sin. 
This distinction depends, in turn, upon the concep- 
tion held of the nature, scope, and obligation of the 
moral law to which those enjoying the Christian 
estate are amenable. Consequently the possi- 
bility of perfection in this life was favoured by 


Franciscans, Jesuits, and Molinists, and deprecated 
by Dominicans and Jansenists, the last-named 
modifying the doctrine in the spirit of Augustine 
andinodern Calvinism. Indeed, interpretations of 
Christian perfection conforming more or less closely 
to most of the theories mentioned in this article 
may be traced in the history of Roman Catholic 
thought. Perfection, exhibited in the sanctity 
which has received the Church’s seal in canoniza- 
tion, reveals considerable variety in specific doc- 
trine and practice. Attention here must be con- 
fined to sanctioned dogmatic standards and to their 
approved exponents. These make a clear dis- 
tinction between ‘Christian’ and ‘ religious ’ per- 
fection. The former is attainable by ‘seculars’; 
the latter is the privilege of the devout who bind 
themselves to obey the ‘counsels of perfection’ 
which are the means and instrument of attaining 
the higher state. 

(o) ‘ Christian’ perfection . — The Council of Trent 
determined that to those infused with the grace 
conveyed in baptism, by which all of the nature of 
sin is removed from the soul, perfect obedience is 
possible ; nothing need hinder their full conformity 
to the divine law ; they may avoid all sin ; good 
works performed in this state of grace are perfect 
from taint of sin : 


‘Si quis in quolibet bono opere Justum saltern venialiter 
peccare dixerit . . . anathema esto ’ (Canm and Decrees of 
Council of Trent, sesa vi. cap. 25). 

But this law, to which the regenerate may, and 
often do, render perfect obedience, must be specifi- 
cally defined ; it is nob the absolute moral law, but 
the law so modified as to be accommodated to the 
fallen estate of men— ‘ pro hujus vitae statu ’ ; it is 
to be distinguished from the perfect law of love. 
Only the law in its accommodated form is binding 
upon all ; justice cannot demand more from man 
in his present state ; this relaxed law may be and 
ought to be obeyed. When this obedience is 
accomplished, the Christian man is perfect. But 
this perfection does not imply the highest degree 
of moral excellence. An obedience beyond the 
demands of the law may be offered ; this, however, 
is a work of supererogation and constitutes the 
merit of the saints. Perfection, therefore, in the 
Roman sense is perfect justification rather than a 
further and distinctive Christian experience ; it is 
compatible not only with the absence of beatitud^ 
but also with the presence of hnman miseries and 
rebellious passions. Those who attain it are not 
free from venial sins ; these may be committed 
without prejudice to their perfect state ; for such 
are only condemned by the highest law of lo''® 5 
indeed, these defects are not properly sins, judged 
by the law to which obligation is now due, for they 
do not forfeit grace ; they are rather signs of con- 
cupiscence— the remains of original sin, tendenciM 
that are not removed by baptism, but 
the perfect are no longer accountable. On tne 
ethical qualities of venial sins the Council of Tr®® 
did not dwell. The expositions of Bellarniine and, 
later, of J. A. Mohler should be consulted. 

‘The defect o/charitj', for instance, our h 

works with as much fervour ns we .shah exhibit in heaven, 
indeed a defect, but not a fault, and is notsin. Whence Indcw 
our charity, nlthough imperfect in comparbon with the chan^ 
of the Ble^ed. yet may absoluMy be called perfect . . . H the 
precepts of God were impossible they would f ° “ 

therefore would not be precepts ’ (Bellarminc, de Justijiealior , 
iv. 10 [flfspidationss, Paris, 1603, IV. 933b)). , ij 

Mobler indicates that this position fe stdl heid .^ 

‘ In modem times some men have endeavoured to come to tn» 

aid of the old orthodox Lutheran Ilk* 

the moral law proposes to men an deal "‘'jf ’^ch 

evervtbinc ideal, necessarily remains unattamw. « ' . 

realtobe the case with the moral law, then I*® 
up to it. can as little incur responsibUity as 
equalling Homer’s Iliad' (Spmbolism, Eng. tr., Lonflon, 
sect, xxiii. p. 172 ; cf. also sect. xxi.). . , , „ 

(8) ‘Religiotis’perfection.-Ohedience to t claw 

of love may ‘ by the will of God and His gratuitous 
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liberality ’ achieve the merit of a state rising above 
the law ; the saints are more than perfect. Never- 
theless even within them the femes pcccati remains ; 
there is no provision for destruction of sinful desire, 
and therefore no guarantee of the soul’s final 
ethical perfection; even purgatorial discipline 
removes only the stain, nob the principle, of sin. 
Farther, both ability and disposition to seek per- 
fection are the ^t of grace conveyed only 
sacrainentally. Yet ‘Christian’ and ‘religious’ 
perfection spring from and are sustained and tested 
fay the act, pursuit, and practice of charity. Suarez 
explains the necessity of charity in three ways; 
(i.) essentially, because the essence of union with 
God consists in charity ; (ii.) principally, because it 
has the chief share in the process of perfection; 
(iii.) entirely, because all other virtues necessarily 
accompany charity and are ordained by it to the 
supreme end. Faith and hope are prereq^uisites 
for perfection, but they do not constitute it ; for 
in heaven, where perfection is complete and 
absolute, faith and hope no longer remain. The 
other virtues belong to perfection in a secondary 
and accidental manner, because charity cannot 
exist without them, but they "without charity do 
not unite the soul supematurally to God {de Statu 
Perfeefionis, l. iii. ; cf. also H. R. Buckler, The 
Perfection of Man hy Charity^, p. 68 ff.). 

8. Mystical. — Tendencies towards this U’pe were 
associated with the several theories of Christian 
perfection already mentioned and pervaded almost 
every staM of their expression. These have 
common rmigious characteristics, which should be 
carefully traced in the rapidly growing literature 
dealing with mystical religion in general (see 
Mysticism). Their chief feature is that perfection 
is realized in the entire detachment from the 
creature and in perfect union with the absolute 
Creator, the all-perfect All. Conceptions of this 
type of perfection originated mostly in the pan- 
tiieistic systems of the East (see Perfection 
tBuddhist]). They came to permeate the atmo- 
sphere of Christian thought largely as the result of 
the doctrines of Neo-Platonism (g.!;,), which_ over- 
flowed into the ways of medireval religion, quicken- 
ing a wistful desire to seek perfection in identifica- 
tion Avith the nameless, uncreated Essence of whom 
no attribute can bo predicated. They tended to- 
wards the exclusion or suppression pf the religious 
and ethical consciousness of the individual, and 
therefore to the confusion of the distinction betw'een 
God and the creature.^ Neglecting the historical 
processes of the Christian redemption through the 
Incarnate Word, the mystical views of perfection 
in the Church have often lost any essentially 
Christian features that they claimpu to possMS. 
E.g., the German phases of mystical perfection 
leaned decidedly towards pantheism, the French 
and Italian issued in Quietism, nnd_ the Spanish 
ran into a type of antinomian Illuminisni (cf. Pope, 
Comp, of Chr. TheoU iii. 77). In each the method 
of attaining perfection may be comprehended within 
the three stages of the mystical way — the \vay of 
purification, of illumination, and of union (cf. 
Bigg, Christian Platonists ; W. B. Inge, Christian 
Mysticism, London, 1899 ; B. hi. Jones, Studies tn 
Mystical Religion ; E. Underhill, Mysticism , do. 
1912, and The Mystic Way, do. 1913 ; F. von Hiigel, 
The Mystical Element of Religion, Eiig._ tr., do. 
1908 ; W. K. Fleming, Mysticism in Christianity, 
do. 1913). The more distinctively Christian type 
of mystical perfection ma3’' be_ illustrated by the 
teaching of the Society of Friends which 

holds n mediating position between the opinions 
tending to antinomian indjflcronce and those 
associated with ascetic discipline. The Quaker 
view is evangelical: conformitj* with the larv 
of God in the obedience of good works is not 


possible to man in his own strength and of his 
OAvn will. 

‘ Yet wo believe that such works os naturally proceed from 
this spiritual birth and formation of Christ in us are pure and 
holy, even as the root from whence they come ; and therefore 
God accepts them. . . . AVlieretore their judgment is false and 
against the truth who say that the holiest works ol the saint* 
are defiled and sinful in the sight of God ’ (R. Barclay, 
Manchester, 1S69 [Ist ed. 1C78;, prop. vll. 8). ‘In whom this 
pure and holy birth is tally brought forth, the body o! death 
and sin comes to be crucified and removed ; and their hearts 
united and subjected to the truth ; so as not to obey any sug- 
gestions or temptations of the Evil One, and to be free from 
actual sinning and transgressing the law ol God, and in that 
respect perfect. Yet doth this perfection still admit of n growth ; 
and there remalneth nhvays in some part a possibility ol sinning, 
where the mind doth not most diligently and watchfully attend 
unto the Lord ' (f6. prop. viil.). 

9. Fanatical.— Most theories of Christian per- 
fection have suffered from the teaching or practice 
of extremists whose exaggeration or caricature of 
leading features has issued in foolish or hurtful 
excesses. Historically these have mainly been 
associated with claims for abnomal effusions of 
the Holy Spirit deeper and richer than the experi- 
ences of His descent at Pentecost. Montanism 
(q.v.) in the 2nd cent, favoured the assumption 
that the Paraclete was not given to the apostles, 
but was reserved for a third dispensation. This 
fuller gift of the Holy Ghost, of Avhich Montanus 
declared himself the prophet, raised its recipients 
to a higher perfection, such ns elevated them to 
the rank of ^iritales or m’cvyariKol, whereas before 
they were merely ipixisol, or ‘ carnal.’ 

‘They will say that the Paraclete has revealed greater thing* 
through Montanus than Christ revealed through the Gospel’ 
(pscudo-Tcrtullian, de Prater. 62 IPL ii. 01]). 

Perfection was possible, but onlj’ to those who bad 
received this ecstatic gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
boast of a plenary, but exclusive, outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit has appeared also in several 
fanatical sects which have claimed perfection in 
medimval and modem times. On this ground the 
Novatianists {q.v.) of the 3rd cent, and some of the 
Catharists (see Aebigenses) of the 12th and 13tb 
appropriated to themselves the term rl\tioi, or 
Perfect! ^,v.), in contradistinction from the general 
body of Credentes, or believers, Avho were ocpreci* 
ateu as persons to Avhom had been vouchsafeef only 
the ordinary gift of the Spirit in the ctucc of re- 
generation (cf. Hamack, ii. 121 ; and Reincrus, 
‘ Liber contra ’Waldensas,’ in Bill. Max. xxv. [1677} 
266, 269). Frequently those Avho have thus appro- 
priated the term ‘ perfect’ exclusively to tbcmselvcs 
have assumed in teaching and practice that their 
spiritual privileges and prerogatives Imvo lifted 
them to a state bej'ond the obligations of the moral 
law. This unethical perfection lias been illustrated 
not only by the Frnticelli, the Brethren of the 
Free Spirit in the Middle Ages, the Anabaptists 
at the Reformation, and certain fanatical Per- 
fectionists of the Puritan period, but also in recent 
times, chiefly in America, by Bible Communists, 
Free Lovers, and other fanatical sects (cf. J. H. 
Noyes, Salvation from Sin the End of Faith, 
Oneida, 1869, The Perfectionist, Putney, Vermont, 
1843-46, and Jlist.^ American Socialisms, PhUa- 
dclpbia, 1870 ; ^Y. Hepwortli Dixon, New America, 
London, 1867 ; C. Nordhoff, Communistic Societies 
of the United Slates, do. 1875). Wliile, hoAA'ever, 
in no serious degree depreciating the ethical values 
insepar.ablc from Christian perfection, some of its 
evangelical advocates also regard it as consisting 
in a new and distinct dispensation of the Spirit. 
The giftpf the Spirit for perfection in sanctification 
and service of love is distinguishable in kind from 
and snperadded to that received already by the 
regenerate rather than a richer degree of llis mce 
previously bestoAved. In this sense Christian per- 
fection is frequently referred to as the ‘second 
blessing’ (cf. A. Mahan, The Baptism of the Holy 
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Ghost ; also the literature of the Pentecostal League, 
and, in criticism, Forsyth, p. 7). Although this 
teaching has doctrinal affinities with the character- 
istic principle of Montanism, it would be unfair to 
class it witn fanatical tj'pes. 

10 . Present-day tendencies. — Most of these are 
simply heirs of the past whose inheritance is modi- 
fied by eclectic or syncretistic methods character- 
istic of modem doctrinal teaching and ethical 
systems. But some fresh features emerge, par- 
ticularly as a result of a renewed social emphasis 
in the conception of religious idealism. 

(a) The more recent interpretations of Christian 
perfection in regard to the individual have been 
much influenced by psychological and ethical 
principles underlying the theology of the Oberlin 
school — an American type of teaching in affinity 
ivith the Pelagian or Semi-Pelagian theories of 
human nature (cf. A. Mahan, The Scripture Doctrine 
of Christian Perfection-, C. G. Finney, Systematic 
Theology, J. H. Fairchild, Moral Philosophy and 
Elements of Theology, Oberlin, 1892). 

According to this school, perleotion is ‘ a lull and perteot dia- 
charge of our entire duty, of all existing obligations to God, 
and all other beings’ (Mahan, Christian Perfection, p. 7). 
‘Nothing more nor less can possibly be perfection or entire 
sanctification than obedience to the law. . . . Nothing can 
possibly be perfection in any being short of this ; nor can there 
l^oss^bly be anything abovp It’ (Finney, Oberlin Evangelist, ii. 

The perfect law of God consists in disinterested 
benevolence ; happiness is the only ultimate good ; 
the highest virtue is that which seeks voluntarily 
the well-being or blessedness of the whole sentient 
universe including God, But the principle of love, 
the only virtue, resides in the will. Good will is 
the summum bonum-, all responsible character 
pertains to the will in its voluntary attitude and 
action j this action of the moral agent is free; 
hence moral obligation is limited by the agent’s 
power ; sin is a voluntary failure to meet obligation, 
and nothing else is sin ; anything which lies beyond 
the range of voluntary action is not a matter of 
immediate obligation, and can be neither holiness 
nor sin. Consequently, when a man’s generic 
choice or purpose is at any moment to promote the 
happiness of the universe, he is perfect ; the sincere 
man is the perfect man. But the law does not 
assume that our powers are in a perfect state, as 
if we had never sinned; the service required is 
regulated by our ability and condition. The prin- 
ciple of perfect obedience is our own natural ability, 
though divine grace may of sovereign choice aid 
our etibrt at every point through the Holy Spirit. 
Nevertheless a free moral agent must be able to 
be and to do all that the law can justly demand. 

‘It is a first truth of reason that moral obligation implies the 
possession of every kind of abilitj' which is required to render 
the required act passible ’ (Finney, Sermons, New York, 1839, 
■vol no. 18). 

As God, therefore, expects from every man, at any 
given moment, only the best that he can do with 
his impaired faculties, perfection is simply doing 
one’s best. In other words, perfection is in full 
consecration, in an entirely surrendered will. Tlris 
may be regarded as a sinless state, because nothing 
outside the will — no motive or. tendency to evil 
resident in the nature of man as such — is sinful ; | 
feeling, e.g., has no moral character. Hence per- 
fection resides in free volition alone, not in the 
complete personality; it is wholly relative and 
subjective also — a goodness limited by present 
ability, which marks the boundary of present 
responsibility. The moral law has been superseded 
by the law of faith. Thus the life of faith is the 
perfect life, and, when perfectly maintained, ex- 
cludes the presence and power of sin. _ Moreover, 
this gift of faith which makes perfect is a distinct 
bestowment of the Holy Spirit — a_‘ second blessing’ 
following the primary gift of faith (cf. ‘ Have ye 


received the Holy Ghost since ye believed ? ’ [Ac 19*1 
and Mahan, The Baptism of the Holy Ghost, p. 

The prevailing teaching among those who to-day 
advocate the possibility in the present world of a 
perfect Christian life is to regard it as thus realized, 
t.e. in an entire surrender of the ivill to God, issuing 
in the power and joy of full consecration to His 
service and in the sustained habit of the life of 
faith. _What is known as the Keswick school may 
be considered here as typical. 

This ‘ sets beiore men a liie of faith and victory, of peace and 
rest as the rightful heritage of the child of God, into which he 
mai’ step not by the laborious ascent of some “Seals Sancta," 
not by long prayers and laborious effort, but by a deliberate 
and decisive act of faith’ (0. F. Harford, The Eeswici Conven- 
tion, London, 1907, p. 6 {.). 

The ‘ Scriptural possibilities of faith in the daily 
life of a Christian,’ particularly in attaining 
‘victory over all known sin’ in distinction from 
the eradication of inbred sinfulness of nature, 
which is characteristic of the Kestvick movement, 
applies also as their main feature to similar modem 
movements in America and in Europe generallv. 

(6) The difficulties emphasized by the moaern 
mind in respect of current views of individual 
Christian perfection are such as relate to (a) the 
extent to which the Scriptural support claimed for 
the doctrine can be acknowledged in face of the 
scientific method of using Scriptural proofs now 
considered essential in Biblical theology (of. Curtis, 
p. 385) ; (/3) the fact that they generally assume 
an original ethical and spiritual perfection of the 
human race rather than accept the evolutionary 
view of the persistent progress of the race towards 
a goal of perfection never yet attained; (v) the 
degree to which the sharp distinctions made be- 
tween actual and original, voluntary and involun- 
tary, sin are admissible, and how far the whole 
problem of human nature and sin is modified by 
the acceptance of modern views regarding the re- 
lation of man to his animal ancestry, the doctrine 
of divine immanence, the evidence adduced by the 
psychology of religion, and the social implications 
of personality ; and (S) the strong desire of the 
modern niina to state the ideal of moral and 
spiritual perfection in terms of practical ethics 
rather than in the doctrinal values of theology and 


metaphysics (cf. Kitschl, pp. 171, 333 f.). 

(c) The defects frequently exhibited in practice 
by most theories of Christian perfection have been 
an exaggerated individualism and a preference for 
the unsocial habit of life ; separateness^ has oitep 
entered , as an essential constituent into tlmir 
ideals. The present-day authority of social obli- 
gations and the recognition of the principle or 
solidarity in ethical and spiritual ^ relations en- 
eourage the interpretation of Christian pMfeotion 
in terms harmonious with the inseparable con- 
aexion of personal religion with the social organ- 
ism. The conception of the Kingdom of Goa is 
low set in the forefront of theological thougnt. 
Frequently obscured in earlier Protestaim con- 
lepMons of perfection, it is at P/esent the aU- 
jomprehending theological ideal of .finality, i 
individual and the community cannot be severea 
n thought. Perfect personality can be reaUzea 
>nly in perfect fellowship. This clearer . 
,nto the social nature of personality, 

)f modern psychology, contributes a distinctive 
■eature to the modem view of perfection, 

;enor of NT teaching is that the perfection of tM 
ndividual Christian is not something 
lis relation to the Christian commnnitj^ ,, 
•ealized in it and through it.i Perfection as the 
md of personal religion can never be divorced from 
he coming of the Kingdom; for the Cl^t^ 

1 Cl. the use of KaToprlMa his right 

lerfeotion in the NT as the Ohrist (Eph i“, 

noral relation to the social whole— the body of Dhnsi i v 

ie 13^, Gal 61, 1 P SW, 2 Co IS*). 
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ideal of i)erfection is a social order constituted 
by an organized body of individuals standing in 
definite religious relations to one another as vvell 
as to God. Hence Christian perfection excludes 
all forms of ethical idealism •\vnich state the goal 
of human perfection in terms of the relation of the 
individual soul to God. The Christian’s relation 
to his fellows is not simply a means to an end ; it 
does not fall away as a transition stage when per- 
fection is ultimately attained, so that his relation 
to God alone remains. ‘ That is the raj'stic ideal, 
but it is not Christian’ (W. Adams Brown, 
Christian Theology in Outline, p. 194). In Christian 
perfection ‘ the relation of man to his fellows re- 
mains as an integral element in his relation to 
God now and forever ’ (t6.). Christian perfection, 
therefore, is not individual or social alone, but the 
full self-realization of the individual in society; 
the perfection of these is reciprocal ; Christlikeness 
is their common goal; only the complete attain- 
ment of this characteristic achieves the ideal of 
Christian perfection. Moreover, its attainment is 
obviously 8 ynon 3 rmous with entering into the life 
of perfect love, which is the social bond of perfect- 
ness. The law of the Kingdom of God is as the 
nature of God ; it is holy love ; this also consti- 
tutes the fellowship of the life eternal, and, as ho 
who dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, he who 
loveth God loveth his brother also (cf. 1 Jn 4'’'’*). 
Such an interpretation of Christian perfection 
obviously goes much beyond the meaning which 
Eitschl attributes to it when he uses the term in 
harmony with the Augsburg Confession merely 
in the sense of life in the Kingdom of God lived in 
the conscious assurance of God’s fatherly provi- 
dence and personal reconciliation ‘together with 
humility and the moral activity proper to one’s 
vocation,’ and in the spirit of prayer (p. 647 ; cf. 
Auasburg Conf. xx. 24, xxvii. 49). H, then, the 
modern exponent of Christian perfection means by 
it not simply ‘that victory over deliberate and 
wilful sin which ought to characterize the normal 
Christian experience,’ but also mastery over ' the 
subtler forms of selfishness from wliich God would 
set us free,’ and such complete subordination of 
self to God in each new social situation in life as 
characterized the experience of Jesus, the question 
recurs to him as to the older advocates of perfec- 
tion : Is it possible ? Can we, within the limits 
set by our finiteness, our individuality, and en- 
vironment, live in the spirit of submissive trust, 
complete obedience, and self-sacrificing love which 
exhibited His perfection on earth ? 

‘To answer this In the negative would be to set a gulf be- 
tween Jesus and other men which would not only imperii the 
genuineness of his humanity, but would render impossilde of 
accomplishment the end for which he gave his life' (VV. Adams 
Brown, p. 415). 

A similar reply constitutes the main point of an 
able plea for co-ordinating the csohatoTogical per- 
fecting of the Kingdom of God on earth with the 
perfected faith and love of the personal Christian 
life presented by A. G. Hogg, Christ’s Message of 
the Kingdom (of. also R. Mackintosh, Christianity 
and Sin, London, 1913, pp. 20^205). Neverthe- 
less tlio modem tendency to bind up the attain- 
ment of individual perfection with tlic realiz.ation 
of the social ideal of the Kingdom of God demands 
as its complement faith in that unbroken con- 
tinuity of spiritual life which is characteristic of 
the gospel of the Kingdom and constitutes the 
Christian hope of immortality. 
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PERFECTIONIST COMMUNITY OF 
ONEIDA. — See Communistic Societies of 
Ayiepjca. 

PERFUMES.— The use of perfumes mar have 
first been suggested to man by the scent of ilowers 
and of various vegetable substances, while some 

animal substances had also n fragrant odour 

civet, musk, castor, and ambergris. The prepara- 
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tion of them attained great perfection in early times 
in Egypt and Arabia, and the East generally has 
always been famed for the manufacture and use 
of perfumes. Without detailing the processes of 
manufacture, it is suflScient to say that they were 
obtained easily from ^ms and resins exuding from 
trees, by pouring boiling fat or oil over odoriferous 
substances, by distillation, intincture, or infusion 
of flower-petfus, leaves, woods, barks, seeds, and 
the rind of fruits, as well as from the animal sub- 
stances mentioned. 

WhUe a generally recognized distinction between pleasant 
and disagreeable odours can be made, and while classifications 
ol the various kinds of odours hare been attempted,! it Is 
certain that savages can endure and apparently enjoj' odours 
which revolt civiiized men. There is a varying perception of 
and liking for odours both among different races and among 
different individuals. 

1. Flowers. — Odoriferous flowers are worn by 
some savage races — t.g., the nativesof TorresStraits 
and the Polynesians.® They were also worn by 
members of higher races — Nahuas, Mayas, Chinese 
women, Tibetans,* Hindus (see art, Plowees), 
ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Romans (see art. 
Ceotvw [Greek and Roman]), and modem Euro- 
peans, Hence, as flowers were pleasing to men for 
their fragrance, they were used ritually, as part of 
the ofierings to the dead and to spirits and gods. 

The Pol3rneslan8 presented flowers to the embalmed body of 
the dead.< Flowers and sweet-scented gums were included 
among the sacrifices of the ancient Peruvians.® The Egj-ptians 
made doiljr offerings of flowers on the altars in the cult of Aten, 
ns well as in other cults, either loosely or made into bouquets, 
garlands, and wreaths, white the mummy was also adorned 
with flowers.® Flowers were placed in the graves of Babylonian 
women and girls, and offered to the gods.? In the rituals of 
the Northern Cravidians of India the offering of flowers has a 
conspicuous place, and in Hindu cult one of the stages of adora- 
tion includes a floral gift to the gods, while in the Institutes 
of rffpu fi ff.) an odourless or evil-smelling flower is for- 
bidden as an offering, but one with a sweet smell is approved. 
This has passed into the ritual of Tibetan Buddhism, tn which 
flowers for decking the hair of the god are offered, but the 
■iffering of flowers in Buddhism is general and dates from early 
times.® In India the Bhagavad-GUd speaks of offering flowers 
with devotion, and Emua is himself said to wear celestial flowers 
17, S2). In the domestic rites of Shinto vases of flowers 
Invariably stand on the ‘god-shelf or 8hrine.8 The Aztecs 
offered flowers on graves during the four years in which souls 
were passing their preparatory stages in heaven.!® Flowers 
were also offered in ancient iFgean cult, and the sacrificers in 
Greek and Roman rituals wore or carried garlands ; victim and 
altar were also thus adorned. Flowers were offered to the 
gods or placed as chaplets on their heads.!! Among Muham- 
madans sweet basil or other flowers are placed on tombs daring 
the two CTeat 'ids, or festivals of the year.!® The early Christ- 
ians retained the pagan custom of stren'ing flowers on graves,!® 
and the decking of altars and churches with flowers has been 
customary for many centuries. 

2 . Anointing; with perfumes. — The practice of 
rubbing fat or oil on the skin •was extensively 
followed among savages, as an ordinary or cere- 
monial custom. The substances used "were often 
fragrant, though by no means ahvays so. The 
practice ■was mso followed hy higher peoples — 
Egyptians, Greeks, Romans — either to render the 
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Leipzig, IflOS, p. 80J /. 
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London, 1806, ii. 376 ; L. A. Waddell, The Buddhism of Tibet, 
do. 1895, p. 425. 

4 Ellis, i. 401. 

® W. H. Prescott, Bist. of the Conquest of Peru, London, 1890, 
p. 50. 

BE. A. Wallis Budge, The Gods of the Egyptians, London, 
1904, ii. 80; J. G. Wilkinson, The Manners and Customs of the 
Ancient Eayptians, do. 1878, iii. 417 ; H. U. Tirard, The Book of 
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vol. iv. p. 342 1. 

!® E. W. Lane, Arabian Society in the Middle Ages, London, 
1883, p. 23 f. 
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852. 


limbs supple or for hygienic reasons, the fat or oils 
used being often perfumed with the products of 
various plants. 

This custom became so luxurious and the substances used go 
costly that laws were passed against the sale or use of them 
both m Greece and in Roma. Still the custom increased, both 
native perfumes and fragrant oils and those of Egjpt and 
the East being used in anointing the hair and body, and in 
other w^s. Many of these were costly, and a street in Capua 
consisted of shops devoted to their sale. The peoples of Egjpt 
and India made similar use of perfumed oils, ointments (made 
of strong-scented woods and herbs pounded and mixed with oil), 
scents, and powders. Among the Hebrews anointing with 
fragrant oils and unguents was customary (cf. Ca 3o), the 
piethod used_ in making the latter being to mix the fragrant 
ingredients in boiling oil or fat. Fragrant substances were 
strewn on beds, placed among the clothing, or carried in bagi 
or boxes (Pr TW, Ps 45®, Ca l!s. Is 3®®). Among the more 
civilized peoples of ancient America sinmr customs existei 
Zapotec women mixed liquid amber with their pigments, and, 
when these were rubbed on the body, they emitted perfume. 
The people of Tehuantepec washed their bodies and dothes in 
water scented with the root of an aromatic plant Among the 
Mosquitos a bride was washed and perfumed during three days. 
The Mayas carried sweet-smelling barks, herbs, and flowers 
for the sake of their odour, and used perfumes in the toilet' 
Perfumed water for anointing or washing the body is also used 
In the East, and forms part of the offering to the gods for their 
use.® In Egypt images of the gods were anointed with 
fragrant ointments by the king or priest, and the mummy was 
ritually anointed.® In Polynesia petals and leaflets of fragrant 
flowers were fastened to the stalk of the coco-nut leaf which 
was anointed with scented oil and placed in each ear or in the 
native bonnet. Body and hair were smeared with fragrant oil, 
as were also the images of the gods.® The use of fragrant oils 
in Hindu cult is illustrated by the tact that Krn>® 1® said to hare 
‘ an anointment of celestial perfumes.'® 

Divine beings and places are often said to pos- 
sess a fragrant odour (see Incense, § 2). 

3 . Embalming;. — ^The use of fragrant substances 
in connexion ■with embalming or other death ritual 
found its greatest vogue in ancient Egypt, and has 
been described under Death AND Disposal of 
THE Dead (Egyptian), But it is found elsewhere 


either- to aid in the preservation of the body or as 
a seemly action towards the dead. 

In Polynesia the eviscerated body was filled with cioth 
saturated with perfumed oils.® The Aztecs washed the inMv 
with aromatic water and sometimes used embalming with 
aromatic substances.® Homer describes the washing and 
anointing with rich oil and unguents nine years old of the Body 
of Patroclus,® and a similar custom was followed in later times. 
Anointing the corpse with oil and perfumes was usual among 
the Romans. Flowers and burning incense were also placed in 
the chamber where the dead lay. Among the Hebrews and 
later Jews anointing and wrapping the body in fragrMt 
ointments, perfumes, and spices was usual (2 Oh ifl'*, Mk 16', 
Lk 235®, Jn 193® ; cf. 123. 7). • Burning* for the dead— probablv 
the burning of aromatic spices— is referred to in 2 Oh 16'4 21'*, 
Jer 34®. Muhammadans, after washing the bodj^ sprinkle It 
with rose-water, and with ■water mixed with pounded camphor 
and leaves of the lotus-tree.® 

4 . Perfumes in social observances. — The burning 
of aromatic woods in houses for the sake of their 
fragrance 'was common in Greece in Homeric 
times. Hippocrates is said to have delivered 
Athens from plague by burning such wood in the 
streets and hanging up packets of perfumed flowers. 
At hanq^uets, after the first course^ ■was finished, 
perfumes and garlands were distributed to the 
guests. In ancient Mexico the royal palace was 
perfumed tvith the odour from numerous censers in 
which spices and perfumes were burned, and at 
banquets among the Nahuas guests v'orc given 
reeds filled ■with aromatic herbs, which were 
burned to difiiise fragrance, the smoke being 
inhaled. Tobacco mixed with liquid amber and 
aromatic herbs ■was also burned.^® In Eastern 
countries— 6 .y., in Egypt— ambergris, benzoin, 
aloes-wood, or other substances are burned on 
braziers in houses, especially at feas^, and i 
beard and moustache are perfumed 
rose-water is sprinkled on the guests. EerJume 

1 SB i. 651, 654, 730, it 734. ® J’ sol *S5L 

3 ■Wilkinson, iii. 419, 429. * EIHS| {■ If ’ 

® Bhagavad-Gitd, xL 17. ® ?! '*’ -■-i^%'c , 
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e^e,' Arab. SocUty, p. 259, Modem Egyptians, Londo , 
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are sprinkled on the persons composing a wedding 
procession, and their use is very common, especi- 
ally among women.^ 

S. Perfumes in ritual use. — ^Thus used in daily 
life, perfumes were naturally employed in the 
■worship of the gods and spirits and also in magic. 
The burning of substances agreeable to the smell 
in the cult of the gods has already been considered 
under INCENSE. Here we shall discuss their use 
apart from such an offering. As already seen {§ 3), 
the images of gods were sometimes anointed. But 
offerings of perfumes in various other forms were 
made. 

ThB Aztecs offered reeds of perlumo on the mves of the dead 
during the four years’ period already, referred to.s In ancient 
Egypt oiis and fragrant ointment were offered to the gods in 
large quantities, as many as *a thousand boxes of ointment* 
being mentloned.s Perfume vases were sometimes made of 
turquoise, ns in the mysteries of Osiris at Dendcrah.^ Flasks of 
fra^ant oil, perfume, and unguents were burled with the 
mummy for his use in the other world. Previous to burial the 
dead man was anointed, perfumed, and crowned with flowers, 
perfumes being supposed to give him the vigour of renewed 
life, and as many ns seven different kinds were used. The 
ceremony concluded with a prayer in which the perfume of 
Homs was desired to place Itself on the dead man that ho 
might receive virtue from the god. The ceremony of purifica- 
tion by incense consisted of presenting five grains of incense to 
mouth, eye, and hand.“ In Babylonia fragrant herbs, oils, 
and incense were offered to the gods, and bottles of perfume 
were placed in the tombs of women as part of the grave-goods.* 
The fragrant substances which were used ns incense by the 
Greeks were also offered to the gods without being burned, and 
aromatic cakes were presented as a separate rite in the cult of 
various divinities.! An essential part of Hindu worship is the 
offering of perfumed water for washing the body of the god, as 
well as sandal-wood, saffron, and Aoli powder. The InstUuhit 
of Vimu (Ixvi. 2) say that the householder must not make an 
oblation with any other fragrant substance than sandal, musk, 
or fragrant wood of the odoriferous deoaddru-tree, or camphor, 
or saffron, or the wood of the gdffphafa-tree. Sandal-wood 
paste is also used os an offering. In the funeral rites perfumes 
and flowers are set out for the dead roan, and during the 
iraddha the gods are honoured with fragrant garlands and 
sweet odours. In Tibetan worship perfumes (gotwAe) form one 
of the ’five sensuous qualities’ offered on the altar.* In 
ancient Persia there are frequent references to the perfume of 
the wood-billets used in the sacred fire. ‘ I offer the wood- 
billets with the perfume for thy propitiation, the Fire’s ’ ; ’ this 
wood and perfume, even thine, 0 Fire.’ The ground was 

sprinkled with ivater and : — ' 1 -— .t.— — , 

online nights’ puriflcatic- !■. i, ■ . ‘ • 

Knu dynasty began ivith f f 

attract the divinities or spirits worshipped and to secure their 
presence at the rite. A vase contained the spirit. In which 
fragrant herbs were Infused , and ‘ the fragrance partaking of the 
nature of tlie receding influence penetrates to the deep springs 
below.’ 1 * 

In magical ceremonies perfumes have their part 
to play. 

Thus In Muhammadan methods of consulting tlic future 
the burning of perfumes is used, perhaps by way of affecting 
the vision. The dMner Is said to obtain 'the services of the 
Sheytin ... by the burning of periumcB.’ii 

Fumigations by burning either pleasant or, more 
usually, obnoxious substances are common, especi- 
ally to drive away evil spirits. See art. Incense, 
§ 2, and EltE iii. 437, 445, vii. 250’’. 

biTcitATUnn.— Pliny. IIS xlil. ; Petrus Servlus, ds Odoribtu ; 
O. Schrader, ReaUexikcn, Strassburg, 1901, s.vr. ‘ Aromat-a,’ 
’Nnrde,’ ’Oalbanum,’ etc.; R. Slgismnnd, Die Aromata m 
ihrer DedeuUmg far Religim ... del Alterthume, lAilpilg, 
1SS4 ; Theophrastus, de Odoritnu ; H. Zwaardemaker, Du 
Phpsiolagie det Qerucht, Leipzig, 1S95. See also Axoi.vrtRO, 
Flowees, Ikcekse. J, a. MACCULLOCII. 


PERIPATETICS.— Ttie Peripatetics -svero the 
followers of Aristotle, the name proliably being 

1 Lane, Arab Society, p. 167, Jfodem Sgyptians, i. ISO, 217, 
216 . 

2 SR il. CIS. » Wilkinson, id. 4ir, f. 

* Budge, Otiri* and (As Egyptian Reitirreedon, I-Aindon, 1011, 
11. 40. 


* Tirard, p. 31 f. 

*M. Jnslrow, Ret. of Babylonia and Attyria, Boston, 1S9S, 
p. 661; Maspero, p. CSC. 

"L, F. A. Maury, Hist, dtt religions de la Grice antique, 
Baris. 1837-69, 11. llCt. 
a IVaddell, pp. 394, 424. 

9 Yasna, 111. 2, 21, iv. 1, vU. 21, jcxii. 20 {SEE xxxl HSS7J 
tO-Stf.); VendXd&d, Ix. (SEE iv. (1895) 122(1.). 

10 Shill Kino, ode 1. (SEE 111. flSTO] 304, note 2) ; U Kl, tx. I. 
2ff., in. lOf. (SBErxvU I1SS5) 417fl., 44311.). 

11 Lue, Arab. Soeiety,y. 65. 


derived from the fact that he at one time lectured 
in a shady walk (ireolraros) of the Lj’ceum, for his 
school is loosely styled atone time the Lyceum and 
at another the Peripatos. The history of the 
school falls into three periods; (1) that of the 
earlier Peripatetics to the death of Strato (322- 
270 B.c.) ; (2) the long decline from Strato to 
Androniens (270-70 B.C.); (3) the last three cen- 
times (c. 70 B.c.-A.D. 230), when Andronicus and 
his successors devoted their energies mainly to 
editing and commenting on the Aristotelian "writ- 
ings. 

1. Earlier Peripatetics. — Scientific research and 
original thought are to be sought only in the first 
period, while the impulse given by Aristotle to his 
immediate circle was still a living force. Their 
starting-point was of course their master’s mature 
S5'stem, which has been elsewhere dealt with 
(see Aristotle), A few leading tenets, however, 
may be recapitulated here. Viewed on one side, 
the system is empirical realism. Particulars exist, 
but genera and species are abstractions. Tlic 
natural world is eternal in its present order and 
works out its own salvation like a plysician pre- 
scribing for himself. The leading thought is an 
orderly process of determination, or (if tlie term 
could be freed from modem associations) develop- 
ment, envisaged os motion. On tlie other band, to 
Aristotle, the pupil of Plato, knowledge is impos- 
sible through sense alone. If the concrete par- 
ticular claims reality, it is the universal that is the 
object of knowledge. We must go behind facts to 
the laws and causes which they presuppose : from 
motion we necessarily infer a prime mover, from 
the natural world a transcendent deity whose 
eternal life is self-thinking thought. So, too, in 
man creative reason enters from without (SipaOer), 
pure and impassive, free from states or emotions 
(irdeij), such as love, hate, memory, and discursive 
thinking, which form the texture of individual 
life. Many difficulties remain unsolved, for as to 
the relation of God to Nature, of the rational soul 
in man to the divine rca-son, or, indeed, of particu- 
lar to universal, nothing is stated explicitly in the 
writings of the Stagirito. There is no doubt that 
his pupils drank deep of their master’s spirit and 
from tlie first endeavoured to carry on liis work by 
fresh researches in philosophy and science. While 
content as a rule to amplify and expound with few 
innovations, they came gradually to show unmis- 
takable signs of a leaning to naturalism. From 
this tendency Eudemus of Rhodes, a favourite 
pupil, to whom Aristotle is said to have submitted 
the text of his Metaphysics, was wliolly free. 
Besides courses on physic-s, ethics, and the cate- 
gories based upon corresponding Aristotelian 
treatises, he wrote a history of arithmetic, a history 
of astronomy, and a history of geometry. Of the 
last-named work Proclus has preserved a summary, 
and it is also cited by Simplicius and Eutecius in a 
way which proves it to have been for centuries the 
standard work on the subject. In his treatise on 
ethics (for wc have no hesitation in ascribing at 
least four books of the Eudemian Ethics to him), 
while following Aristotle in all the main positions, 
he j’ct displays a certain freedom and independence. 
He connects human action, which is snceesaful 
without being due to the intellectual virtue of 
prudence, with a natural uprightness of will and 
inclination, a gift from God who is the source of 
movement in the world. Indeed, prudence itself 
{ 4 >pbnyii%), being a rational quality, must ultimately 
be referred to God. Still more striking is his 
identification of the ethical end with the contem- 
plation and knowledge of God. Hence he can 
lorraulato the standanl of conduct by saying that 
cvcrytliing is a good in proportion ns it promotes, 
or an e\-il in proportion as it hindcri., the know- 
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ledge of God. This defines right conduct more 
exactly than Aristotle’s mean. 

It was not, however, Eudemus, hut Theo- 
phrastus of Lesbian Eresos, who succeeded Aris- 
totle in the headship of the school, which he held 
for over thirty eventful years (322-288 B.C.), during 
which the two new.schools of Stoics and Epicureans 
sprang up. His numerous works served to develop 
his master’s doctrine, increasing its utility as com- 
pletely as possible on every side. In logic, it is 
true, he refused to admit that all contraries fall 
under the same genus and denied that every asser- 
tion of possibility implies the opposite possibility. 
Further, lie added to the four moods which Aris- 
totle had assigned to the first figure of the syllogism 
five new ones out of which the fourth figure was 
afterwards constructed. Along with Eudemus he 
introduced the theory of hypothetical and dis- 
junctive syllogisms. His metaphysical problems 
(diroploi), which have come down to us in a series of 
excerpts, prove that he possessed an acute and 
subtle intellect and unusual skill in discerning all 
kinds of objections. 

E.g., how, he asks, is the supra-sensiblo object of first philo- 
sophy related to the sensible things with which physics deals T 
How is a common bond between them possible? The higher 
principle necessary lor the solution of this problem can bo 
found only In God. Thus we are led to a cause of motion 
acting as an object of desire, the precise doctrine of Aristotle 
(ilet, xii. 6f.). But, continues Theophrastus, if there be only 
one moving cause, why have not all the spheres the same move- 
ment ? If several, how ore their movements harmonized ? tVhy 
are • there many spheres, and why should they desire motion 
rather than rest? poes not desire presuppose a soul, 

and therefore motion? Are motion and desire accidental or 
essential attributes of the heavenly spheres? Another set of 
objections turns on the necessity of deducing not merely some 
but all reality from first principles. Can design be attributed 
to everything, however insignificant? Or, if not, how far does 
order extend in the world, and why does it cease at that point 
(of. Arist. HI el. xii. 10 ad t'nt't.)? New difficulties surround the 
conceptions of rest and matter. Is matter endowed with poten- 
tial reality while non-existent, or does it exist, though void of i 
determinate form? And so forth, as a consideration of know- 
ledge in its varjung deCTees or again of the chain of causation I 
or the assumption of design in nature raises at each turn its i 
peculiar perplexities. i 

But we get no hint of any departure from his 
master’s system and are forced to conclude that the 
purpose of this elaboration of conceivable objections, 
like that of Aristotle in Met. iii, , is purely didactic. 
But it is in physics rather tlian in logic or meta- 
physics that Theophrastus shines. As a historian 
of science he won by his Physical Opinions even 
greater fame than Eudemus by his Geometry. This 
great work, of which only a priceless fragment has 
been preserved, was the storehouse from which 
generation after generation drew information in the 
form of summaries, epitomes, and excerpts respect- 
ing the speculation of the past until we trace its 
last diluted perversions in the Christian writers 
Epiphanius and Hermias. His two extant botanical 
treatises. Histones Plantarum and de Cansis Plan- 
tarum, afford a striking proof of his attainments 
as a naturalist, of his powers of observation, and 
of his wise caution in using the testimony of 
informants. • The two treatises so far super- 
seded previous works that later critics even deny 
that Aristotle ever ivTote on the subject, though 
he certainly does refer to‘ a treatise of his own 
as already written in Hist. An. v. 1, 639* 20, dc 
Gen. An. i. 23, 731“ 29. The eternity of the world 
in its present order was of course' hotly contro- 
verted oy the Stoics, and the acuteness of Bernays 
has brought to light from Philo, de Incomipti. 
bilitate Mundi, some of the arguments used by 
Theophrastus and Zeno respectively. The same 
scholar has also drawn from Porphyry, cfe Abstin- 
entia (Trcpl amxys ^ defence of vegetarian- 

ism which undoubtedly comes from Theophrastus 
and embodies his views on animal-sacrifice. On 
the nature of life and the human soul he shows 
some degree of independence. Thus, while agree- 


ing that the lower activities of the soul should be 
referred to the body (even as to imagination he 
doubted whether it was not irrational), he differs 
when he comes to the activity of thought, which he 
does not hesitate to describe as physical motion. 
If so, the soul is no longer an unmoved cause of 
bodily movements. On the relation of the passive 
to the active reason he unfolds as usual a series of 
most acute and formidable difficulties, but hero 
again there is no hint of reconstruction, and it 
seems . probable that he quieted his scruples by 
assuming that various terms, when applied to 
reason (active, passive, potence, act, form, matter, 
and evolution or development), bear a different 
sense from their ordinary acceptation. Yet we are 
also_ told that he regarded the souls as well as the 
bodies of all animals as made up of like elements 
(dStdipopoi.) — sensations, desires, passions, and 
reasonings — though in some (namely, man) these 
elements attain a higher perfection. In ethics he 
was a true follower of Aristotle and refused any 
concessions to the Stoic doctrine that virtue alone 
was sufficient for happiness. Indeed, he empha- 
sized the utility and importance of external goods 
as means and indispensable instruments of virtuous 
activity in a manner which has led him to be 
accused, most unjustly, of differing from his master 
on this head. For the rest, the Characters 
sufficiently attest his study and assimilation of the 
Aristotelian account of the virtueis as well ns the 
keenness of his observation. 

Aristoxenus of Tarentum and Dicasarchns_ of 
Messene were Peiipatetics of the first generation 
who attained a high reputation, the former as an 
authority on music, the latter as a ivriter on 
politics. Aristoxenus, who had been a Pytha- 
gorean, revived the theory combated in the Pheedo, 
that the soul is a blending or adjustment {ip/iorla) 
of bodily elements, and Hicmarchus not only agreed 
with him in this but argued against the immor- 
tality of the soul. This open breach with the 
master’s teaching (see de Amma i. 4) is significant. 
Strato of Lampsacus followed Theophrastus, Md 
was head of the school from 288 to 270 B.O. His 
predilection for physics gained hint the title of 
‘the physicist,’ and under him a transformation 
of the system was attempted. He made natural 
forces suffice for the evolution of the world, thus 
dispensing altogether with the hypothesis of 
a transcendent deity. How he earned out bis 
assumption in detail we do not know, ex^pt that 
he was no convert to the atomism which Epicurus 
had again brought into fashion. On the contrary, 
he took properties (Svydpets), corporeal forces, heat 
and cold, as his elements, like Empedocles ana 
Zeno the Stoic, with whom Plutarch classes mm. 
It is true that, instead of dividing bodies mto light 
and heavy, Strato as well as Epicurus made all 
bodies heavy : they press towards the centre, ana 
this pressure explains an occasional^ upward move- 
ment. From Simplicius, in Physica, iv. 9 (ojo. 
13 ff., Diels), Strato seems to have ^.rgaed tnai 
without empty interstices the passage of “gnoor 
heat or any other corporeal property through air, 
water, or body in general would be inexplicable. 
Yet he is also cited by Simplicius as refuting the 
accepted arguments for the existence pf_ empty 
space (t6. 663. 4 ff., Diels). He rejected Anstotle s 
definition of time as counting of motion (d/’W®* 
Kiviaem), remarking that time and ^notion am con- 
tinuous and cannot thein/ore be counted hked^ 
continuous quantities. Time is continua y ^ 
ning and ending, whereas parts of 
sim^taneously. Why, again, should “ot ‘lm 
‘ measure of earlier and later ^pply 
rest as to motion? By his onm definition (« er 
rori irpileai reoabv) he seeks to distinguish betneen 
toe ('dLition of events) and the events which are 
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in time (ib, 789. 34, Diels). As regards motion, 
again, he confirmed the assumption of its accelera- 
tion by simple observation of falling bodies. We 
have more information respecting his psychological 
innovations. He sharply criticized the doctrine of 
irdfii'Tia-K in Plato’s jPhcedo : Why can there be no 
knowledge without demonstration ? Why can yon 
not play the flute without practice and without 
instruction (Olympiodorns, 126. 31)1 Other Pla- 
tonic arguments are also rejected. Strato demands 
that in considering the soul we must adhere to the 
same conditions as when we are dealing Muth what 
is corporeal : if the body needs a substratum, so 
also does the soul. Following Theophrastus, he 
defined all mental activity, thought and perception 
alike, as movement. We cannot think without a 
sense-image, Aristotle had said (rfc An. iii. 7), and 
Strato went further by denying any separation 
between sense and reason. On the other hand, 
sensation is conditioned by thought, since often 
when we are thinking of something else we do not 
attend to impressions of sense. Here he struck 
out a new path; propounding views on sensation 
which even now are deserving of respect. Reason 
or consciousness, which, like the Stoics, ho called 
the ruling power ijyetioviK6i>), alone had feeling | 
{dvalcSriTa y&p ri. \otjri irXV toO iiye/xoviKoO [Pint. | 
UtrumAn. an Corp. sit libido, frag. i. 4. 2, p. 697]). 
In the central organ, then, objective bodily change 
is converted into subjective feeling, the rest of 
the frame, even the sense-organs, having only the 
capacity of receiving an impression. When wo 
believe ourselves to feel a pain in the part affected, 
this is merely the same delusion as when we think 
wo hear sounds at a distance outside us. The 
carrier of the impression and its intermediary with 
the central organ (which he placed between the 
eyebrows) is a currentof breath or ' spirit ’ (vceO/ta). 
If this connexion be broken, we never feel the pain 
or whatever else the impression was. Aristotle 
had only spoken of the impression travelling from 
the periphery to the centre, but Strato also called 
attention to the fact that the impression is reflected 
from the centre back to the periphery or the out- 
side world. These positions seem to ret^uiro that 
reason should not be confined to man but extended 
to other animalB and that all activities should be 
hold to cease at death. 

If, however, we ivish to obtain a just view of 
the early Peripatetics and their scientific activities, 
there is additional evidence which should not bo 
overlooked. Various portions of the Aristotelian 
Corpus as it has come doAVn to ns ore proved by 
internal evidence to be the work of hi8_ pupils. 
Such are the treatises do Motu Animalium, do 
Coloribus, dcAudibilibus, dePlantis, and Mcchanica. 
In the Organon t\\o Postpradicamenta {Categ. lOff.) 
are a later addition. The second book of the 
iffctaphgsics was ascribed to Pasicics, the nephew 
of Eudemus. A collection of Prohhriys, relating 
to a variety of subjects and arranged in 3S books, 
is of very unequal merit. This collection, un- 
doubtedly the work of numerous authors, has been 
comparcQ to papers read before some learned 
academy or the Royal Society. The short tract 
de Lincis Jnsccabilimts is of great interest to the 
matliematician, while that entitled incorrectly de 
Xenophane, Zenone, Gorgia is an example of the 
class of writing called hypomneniatic, analogous 
to memoirs read before the historical department 
of an academy. - Here also it may bo mentioned 
that two most important discoveries, one of the 
nerves by Hcrophilus and Erasistiatus, one of the 
electric properties of amber by Tlieoplirastns,_fnll 
within the period considered, but bore no fniit at 
the time. So much error still clung to tho ' science ’ 
of the ancient world. Tiie taste for antiquarian 
research produced, besides tho histories of science 


mentioned above, the Menonian work on the pro- 
gress of medicine Clarptsi JStrdreta), brought to 
light in 1891. 

2. The decline. — The school which had staggered 
on for a time as best it conld under the load be- 
qneathed by its founder seems after the death of 
Strato to have come to a dead stop. Tlic headship 
passed successively to Lyco of Troas and Aristo 
of Ceos, both eminent for their st3’le, and to 
Critolaus, who in 155 B.C. accompanied Cameades 
and Diogenes on the famous embassy which in- 
cidentally introduced philosophy to the nnphilo- 
sophic Romans. After them Diodorus of Tyre 
and Erymneus were heads. Other Peripatetics of 
eminence were Hieronymus of Rhodes, who adopted 
the conception of painlessness, not pleasure, for his 
sjtmmum bonum’, Ptytanis, a trusted agent of 
Antigonus Doson in State affairs ; Phormio, who 
had the audacity to lecture to Hannibal on the art 
of war; Heraclides Lembus; Agatharchidcs, the 
historian; and Antisthencs of Rhodes. Of all 
these it is safe to say that they did not rise above 
mediocrity. For two hundred years there was no 
Peripatetic who was a thinker of note or even 
capaole of carrying on the scientific rescarchas of 
his predecessors. In the Alexandrian age, it is 
true, the various sciences had grown more and 
more independent of philosophj*, hut still this 
school trained no Eratosthenes, no Archimedes. 
Among its scholarchs it boasts no name to rival a 
Chrysippus, a Cameades, or a Posidonius. Instead 
of science or metaphysics its professors cultivated 
rhetoric and devoted themselves to grammatical, 
historical, and literary studies, not excluding 
popular ethics. Thus Sotion wrote a valuable 
history of philosophy, and Hermippus and Satynis 
collections of biographies (B/ci) no loss important. 
The school remained one of the chief centres of the 
learning of tho time and in ethics taught a moderate 
doctrine, opposing to Stoic apathy a sane indulgence 
of emotion (pcr/novdOeio) and assigning to goods of 
body and intellect or to external ad vantages gener- 
ally a due place beside virtue in tlie scheme of an 
ideal life (sec Stob. Eel, Eth, vii. 13-26 [pp, 242- 
334, Heeren ; p.116.19 ff.,WacbBmnth3), an epitome 
wliich justifies and explains many references of 
Cicero and later writers. The Magna Moralia in 
the Corpus Aristoteliciim is a tolerably faithful 
summary of what the mimter and Endemus had 
written, whereas tho dc Virtutibns ct Vitiis, some- 
times attributed to Andronicus of Rhodes, betrays 
signs of eclecticism, a tendency which invaded all 
schools in the 1st cent. n.c. The spirit of com- 
promise, coming after the weariness of endless 
polemics, had produced indifference as to the dis- 
tinctive doctrines of conflicting sects. It must 
have been in the air when the spurious work de 
Mundo was written and published in Aristotle’s 
name with a dedication to Alexander prefixed. 
Its date is certainly after Posidonius, for it com- 
bines a large admixture of Stoicism in tbe form in 
which he cast ib with the genuine tenets of 
Aristotle. 

3. The later Peripateyes— Strabo (xiii, 608 f.), 
in bis well-known stoiy of the fortnnes of Aristotle’s 
library buried in n collar at Scepsis, distinctly- con- 
nects tho liarronncss of the school under the suc- 
cessors of Theophrastus with the loss of these auto- 
graph rolls. This cannot be, for even Strabo would 
not have maintained that the Aristotelian writings 
remained all this time unpublished ; hut indircctlv 
the recovery of the originals by Apcllico of Teo=, 
who conveyed them to Athens, brought about a 
momentous change in tlie aims and studies of the 
Inter Peripatetics. Henceforth the task of editing, 
expounding, and commenting upon the Aristotelian 
writings absorbed their best energies. Authority 
circumscribed, where it did not altogether check. 
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original speculation. In the middle of the 1st 
cent. B.C. Andronicus of Rhodes was the head of 
the school, the tenth after the founder. When 
Sulla brought the library of Apellico to Rome, 
Andronicus and a grammarian named Tyrannic 
obtained access to it, aiTanged the works of Aris- 
totle anew, and did their best to render the edition 
of them which they caused to he made as correct 
as possible. It is all but certain that our MSS 
derive from this edition. From this start Androni- 
cus went on to write commentaries on the Physics, 
Ethics, and Categories. The impulse thus given 
to the study, criticism, and e.vegesis of the founder’s 
works was shared by other members of the school, 
pupils and contemporaries of Andronicus. Among 
them may be mentioned Boethus of Sidon, Strabo’s 
instructor in philosophy, who thought that the 
student of Aristotle should begin with physics and 
not (as Andronicus held) with logic; Aristo of 
AleKandria, a convert froih the contemporary 
Academy of Antiochus ; Eudorus of Alexandria, 
who wrote on the Metaphysics and the Categories ; 
Nicolaus of Damascus, the contemporary and 
fellow-student of Herod the Great, for whom he 
compiled a universal history in 144 books; and 
Xenarchus of Cilician Seleucia, who controverted 
Aristotle’s assumption of a fifth element (atdijp ) — 
a remarkable proof of philosophic independence at 
this epoch. So, too, we are told that Boethus 
denied that the universal is by nature prior to the 
particular, and by substance in the strict sense 
{Trpdmj ' oMa) he understood not form but ■ only 
matter or at best the concrete thing made up of 
form and matter. In the time of Nero Alexander 
of .^gae commented iipon the Categories arid de 
Ccclo. In the 2nd cent. A.D. Adrastus of Aphrodi- 
sias in Caria -wrote a work on the arrangement of 
the Aristotelian -writings, while Aspasius was the 
author of an extant commentary on the Ethics aji^ 
of other commentaries, now lost, on Physics, Meta~ 
physics, and de Interpretatione. Aristocles of 
Messene wrote a complete history of philosophy. 
His fame was eclipsed by his pupil, Alexander 
Aphrodisiensis, who became head of the school in 
the reign of Septimius Severus (A.D. 195-211); he 
dedicated his de Fato to that emperor and Cara- 
calla (A.D. 198). Besides Aristocles, Herminus and 
Sosigenes had been his instructors and he soon 
won such distinction that the surname of i 
the eCTOsitor par excellence, was bestowed upon 
him. His numerous writings included treatises, still 
extant, entitled de Anima, de Fato, de Mixtione, and 
QucBstiones {diroplcn sal Xi/<r«i), as well as the various 
commentaries on which his fame chiefly rests. 
That on the Metaphysics is the most valuable of 
what has come down to us, though five books of it 
alone have retained their original form. His works 
were a rich mine for later commentators who, like 
Tliemistius and Simplicius, name him only when 
they dissent from him, and pass over their huge 
obligation to him in silence. He was respected by 
Plotinus, who mentioned him in his Canon, while 
Syrianus, another Neo-Platonist, borrowed largely 
from him. Alexander, however, stood aloof from 


the mystical tendency of the age which swept away 
Plotinus and his successors, and, except Anstocles, 
he_ scarcely names any of his contemporaries. In 
spite of a dry scholastic formalism and divergence 
in detail, he really wished to follow Aristotle and 
defend his doctrine, not to set up philosophical 
principles of his own. He shows his independence 
when he holds, -with Boethus, that the individual 
is prior to the universal not only for us but also in 
itself. Even the deity must be regarded as in- 
dividual substance. He denies the reality of time. 
Form is everywhere inseparable from matter and 
reason is bound up with the other faculties in in- 
dissoluble unity. At first it exists in man as a 
disposition op capacity merely (soCs HKiKbi sal 
fvsiKbt) arid is afterwards developed into actual 
intelligence (vovs Mkttitos). This transition is 
effected by active reason (roOs ToiyriKSs), which is 
no part of the human soul but simply the divine 
reason acting upon it. The influence of God upon 
Nature is reduced as far as possible to a mechanical 
process, a diffusion of force to the first heaven and 
I thence through the different spheres to the earth 
at the centre, each receiving less the farther it is 
removed from tlie source. This identification of 
poOs in man with the divine reason involves the 
denial of individual immortality, although the 
eternity of one immortal impersonal reason is still 
tenable. Shortly after Alexander the Peripatetics 
wore absorbed, like all their contetnporaries,_rn 
the Neo-Platonist school, but the work of exposition 
and commenting -went on briskly for the next three 
centuries under Porphyry, lamblichus, Themistius, 
Dexippns, . Syrianus, Ammonius, Simplicius, and 
PhiloponuB. Thence it passed to the Arabian 
philosophers and lastly to the medimval scholastics. 
Thus it comes about that Alexander’s version of 
Aristotle -was followed in due course by those of 
Averroes and Aquinas. 


Literatuse. — Extdemi Bhoiii Ethics, ed. F. Susemlhl, 
.eJpzicr, 18S4 (the best text), ed. A. T. H. Fritzsohe, Ratisbon, 
851, tr. J. Solomon, Oxford, 1016 ; Eudemi Ehodii Peripatetic* 
^ragmenta, ed. L. Spengel, Berlin, 1805 and 1870; ^eo- 
ihrastus, ed. F. -trimmer in the Didot series, Pans, 18M, m 
be Teubner series, Leipzig, 1854-02, CharOcten, tr. Jeob, 
x>ndon, 1870 (new ed. by J. E. Sandys, do. 1909); F. G. A- 
duliacb. Fragments Philosophorum Grceeorum, Pans, loSl, 
ii. 200-578 (contains Arietoolcs, Eudemus, and ^dronions); 
or Alexander Aphrodisiensis, Aspasius, and the Neo-Platonlo 
ommentators, the Berlin Academy's edd. Commcntana tn 
Iristotetem Oraca, 1882-1909, and Supplementum AnMtelumm, 
885-1003 ; J. Bemays, Thcophrasto^ Schn/t UberJ^ommigketl, 
lerlin, 1800, Iher die unter Phiton's Werken etcher^ Schiyt 
'her die EnzerstOrbarkeit dee IFrifaffo, 2 pts., do._lS76^: H. 
Jiels, Doxographiei Grad, Berlin, 1870, Simpheix tn Phgsx^ 
tommentaria, do. 1882 fa trustworthy text of (ra^ents of 
ludemus and Strato); inonymt londinie^ 
dtrids ilenoniis et aliie medicis eeloga, ii- Poppet- 

enter, Zur Psychologie dee Anstotelcs, Thtophrt^, Straw, 
Leipzig, 1892; H. Usener, AnaUcta ^tifop/trastea, Bonn, 185^ 
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reatises — e.g., de Linns Inseeabilibus (H. H. JOMhlro, 1^), 
e ilottt Animalium (A. S. L. Far^hars^, df 
s AudibUitms, Phydognomontca (T. Loveday and E. SJForete^ 
mhdoMundo (E. 8. Forater, 1915). an. 
raphy E. Zeller, Die Philosophic der Grieehen\Uwsse, 
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PERSECUTION. 


Christian — 

Early Church (H. M. Gwatkin), p. 742, 
Roman Catholic (A. Fawkes), p. 749, 

Modern (W. T. "Whitley), p. 755. 

PERSECUTION (Early Church).— i. Intro- 
ductory, — Persecution consists _ in making an 
ofl’ence of certain religious beliefs, or of their 
natural expression in speech, writing, or religious 
observances. The wora may he loosely used of 


Indian (A. S. Geden), p. 762. 

J ewish.- See Anti-Semitism. 

Muhammadan (T. W. Arnold), p. . 
Zoroastrian.— See Missions (Zoroastnan). 
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abilities ; and it may be imposed only on overt 
aets, or it may extend to words, or even make 
in^isition into unspoken thoughts. 

Perseeution is sometimes defended on prineiple, 
on the ground that misbelief is of itself offensive 
to God and abominable, or that it is a moral pesti- 
lence which must not be allowed to infect the faith- 
ful. More commonly, however, political reasons 
ai« given, as that the heretics are enemies of the 
State, that the existence of heresy imperils its 
unity, or that certain doctrines or practices are 
contrary to its welfare and good order. As there 
may sometimes be more or less of truth in some of 
these charges, there may also be some doubt of the 
exact point where political precaution passes into 
religious persecution. The principle seems to be 
that punishment of religious belief is always per- 
secution, and that interference with religious 
action is also persecution, except so far as it can 
be justified by real public danger or by gross and 
public scandal or disorder ; also that it is not to be 
presumed without evidence that the guilt of an 
individual is shared by others who hold the same 
religious beliefs. 

But the principle is not always of easy Mplica- 
tion. Take the case of a public speaker. He may 
bo using insult instead of argument, inciting to 
disorder, or preaching immorality, while his op- 
ponents may be endeavouring to suppress by 
violence opinions differing from their own. At 
what precise point must the duty of _ protecting 
free speech give place to that of preventing scandal 
and violence ? Circumstances will vary ; _ but a 
wise government will not act till that point has I 
clearly been passed. Again, if the government 
does well to suppress widow-burning in_ India and 
polygamy in Britain, the reason is not simply that 
the government declares them crimes, for any 
government might treat the most innocent re- 
ligious observances as an intolerable outrage on 
the feelings of orthodox persons, but that these 
particular practices are considered abominations 
^ the oivilired world, not simply by the immediate.- 
opponents of the sects inculpated in them. 

All this was not thought out in ancient times, 
or in modem times till fairly recently ; and even 
now it is hard to say how far the professed 
principles of toleration are fully understood even 
in the most civilized countries. Ancient society 
was essentially intolerant. Israel and Persia had 
gods whom they believed to be lords of all the 
earth, so that othera were not merely g^ods of their 
enemies, but enemies of their gods. So the Jews 
spoke of them ns shames, dungs, nothings, or 
abominations, and were commanded* to destroy 
their altars, images, etc., while the Persians, 
when they came to Greece, rifled the statues 
of the gods and burned their temples, and utterly 
destroyed the shrines of the local deities. Tlie 
Greek looked with horror and amazement on 
these ‘shameless’ outrages.® Deeply religious as 
he was, zeal for the gods was not his inspiration. 
Unpopular opinions might be dangerous, ns ./^axa- 

f oras and Socrates experienced, but oven Antiochus 
Ipiphancs contended rather for Greek ciidlization 
than for Greek religion. 

As Homo was more strongly organized than 
Athens, so Roman religion was stronger tlian 
Greek. Its strength was not intrinsic. Its gods 
were formless numina, of whom nobody cared to 
know anything but the proper formula of prayer 
to the particular god required, and there is little 
trace of hearty worship, except in the ancient 
rustic festivals. Nor had it a strong hierarchy, 
for it was a layman’s religion, and the punishment 
of ofiences came straight from the magistrate. 
The change to a clerical religion, rather than the 
1 Dt 12«-. ’ JlZsch. Perta, 80S-816 


adoption of Christianity, is the greatest change 
that it has undergone from Numa’s time to our 
own. Nor had it any definite creed, and least of 
all was it a teacher of morality. The State, the 
philosophers, the Eastern worships, might bo 
schools of virtue ; the old Roman religion was not. 
Its strength was that it formed part of the dis- 
cipline of the State. No man was reqmired to 
believe in the gods, but no man was allowed to 
refuse ‘the Roman ceremonies,’ as the emperor 
Valerian calls them.* And not only were these 
ceremonies fixed in detail, but they referred only 
to a definite list of gods formally recognized by 
the State. The law is laid dorni by the Twelve 
Tables : 

‘Nemo privatim habesslt decs, neve novos sire adrenas nisi 
pnblice ndscitos privatim colunto.’ 

And this law was never deliberately ignored till 
well on in the time of the empire. True, pagan 
Rome admitted new gods ns freely ns papal Rome 
manufactures saints ; but they had to be admitted 
before they could lawfully be worshipped. First 
came Greek gods in the time of the Tarquins, then 
the Magna Mater (205 B.C.), and Romo made a 
practice of worshipping the gods of the conquered 
peoples, and even boasted tiiat she had won the 
dominion of the world by bringing into her vast 
pantheon all the gods of all the peoples of the 
world. 

There was one exception ; the Jews wore licensed 
nonconformists. Unpopular and politically danger- 
ous as they were, the operations of Titus were 
war rather than persecution ; and, if so, the only 
real persecution was under Hadrian after the war 
of Bar Cochba, when for a short time (135-138) 
Rabbis were burned along with the rolls of the 
law. In general, however, Judaism was officially 
respected as an old national religion, and it could 
safely bo left alone when it ceased to be missionary. 
There was not much more persecution, except of 
Christians, under the heathen empire. The druids 
of Gaul were not persecuted, though some of their 
practices were forbidden and Tiberius put to death 
a Roman knight for using a druidical cnnrm. Nor 
were the Manichroans molested till the edict of 
Diocletian in 297. 

The Christians were first of all unpopular. 
Their monotheism was barbarous, their ‘morose- 
ness’ offensive, their secrecy suspicions. They 
would have nothing to do with the public amuse- 
ments, and their omi secret rites were a cover for 
the foulest abominations. ^V’orst of all, they were 
very Jesuits for slipping into houses and perverting 
their inmates. There was a real bitterness in the 
family divisions which they caused, and a real 
panic was often_ created by the uncertainty as to 
who was Christian and who was not. They were 
already unpopular in Nero’s time, and scandal im- 
puted to them the foulest orgies ; and thence- 
forward is a long record of mob violence. The 
riots at Lyons under Marcus and at Alexandria in 
Philip’s time are fair samples, even if they were 
worse than usual. But in course of time thero 
were no more riots. The lost of which we re^ 
were under Gallus (251-253), and the later per- 
secutions were purely official. 'When the Christ- 
ians became better known, they were found to bo 
decent neighbours, with a few Quakerish scruples, 
and in ordinaiy times Christians and heathens 
lived peaceably together, as they did at Eumeneia 
till the massacre of Diocletian’s time. 

The Christians were at first a Jewish sect, and 
os such the Roman government protected them 
through the greater part of the Apostolic Age. 
GalHo and Fertns refused to decide ‘questions of 
their law.'® But, when the Apostolic Conference 
decided that Christians need not become Jews, 

1 Atia Proe. S. Cj'prionf. » Ac xsl! £ 5 l». 
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and Paul taught that they must not become Jews, cry, ‘ Christianos ad leonera 1 ’ Private malice aud 
they ceased to be a sect of a national religion, and trade jealousy would come in, though in the 3rd 
sank to the position of an unlawful cult {religio cent, Christians and friendly heathens could make 
non licita). This, however, was perceived only in things unpleasantfor an informer. Butof fanaticism 
course of time ; but Titus, in 70, was aware » that —genuine enthusiasm for the gods— there is hardly 
Christians were nob Jews, and the difference must a trace. The priests were not zealous persecutors 
have been clear to the next generation. It could They were commonly magnates, like the Asiarohs 
not be more than affected imorance if Christianity who warned Paul to keep away from the theatre * 
in high places was described as ‘Jewiuh super- and cared more for the dignity of their office than 
stition.’® ^ _ for vindicating the honour of the gods. If a story 

Once the difference was recognized, the Christ- makes them the prime movers of persecution, it 
ians became in many ways obnoxious to the law. may almost be summarily set aside as a legen j 
In the first place, they formed unlawful societies Thus there might be a fierce persecution in one 
(7iet(Brice, collegia illicita), and of such societies the province and perfect quiet in the next. It would 
empire was always jealous. Next, these societies therefore be very unsafe to assume that the ac- 
practised a new and unlawful worship {religio nova counts which have come do^vn to us represent 
et illicita), for the Galilsean was neither a national anything like the whole of the persecution which 
god nor recognized by public authority ; and they went on. For instance, scores at least must have 
were also secret societies, and lay under suspicion perished in Bithynia in 112 ; yet no Christian 
of magic {religio malefica), for which the punish- writer seems to know anything of the matter, 
ment of burning prescribed by the Lex Cornelia except from Pliny’s letter.® There may have teen 
was never mitigated by the emperors. Worse any number of similar local persecutions which 
than this, they refused the ceremonies which the have left no trace behind. 

State requii'cd, and reviled its gods. If the Jews 2, History. — ^As to the persecutions themselves, 
would not_ endure Ctesar’s image in the Temple, we do not need a formal history of them. Onr 
the Christians were ready to pull down Jupiter’s business is not to count up their illustrious victims, 
from the Capitol. Hence arose a double charge — or to detail their shames and horrors, but to trace 
of atheism and treason. Atheism, however, was from reign to reign the changes'in the character of 
not what wo mean by atheism ; it meant a denial persecution made by successive enmerors in accord- 
of the gods of the State. But the real god of the aiice \vith changes in the state or the empire and 
State was the emperor, who was more terrible to the trend of heathen and Christian opinion. For 
his blasphemers tnan any of the gods. As Ter- a long time it is almost incidental. Christians are 
tullian says, ‘ men forswear themsmvos more will- put to death when they turn up in court, and 
ingly by all the gods than by Cfflsar’s genius.’* sometimes they are brought into court by mobs. 
The Christian might occasionally be called on to but on the whole the officials are not very zealous 
worship the gods, but he ivas far more commonly in searching for them. The empire is seriously 
brought before an image of the emperor and com- alarmed only by the conversions in high poiety at 
manded to offer incense. He came into court as the end of the 2nd cent,, and by the rapid growth 
a suspected person, and the readiest test was to and consolidation of the churches in the 3rd, _ So 
make him clear himself by sacrifice, incense, or from Severns onward we see a series of laws against 
the oath by Cmsar’s genius. If he refused, he was special classes of Christians or necessaries of Christ- 
guilty of treason {majestas, in the form of impietas ian worship. There is more or less peace in the 
circa principes), and committed his crime in open first half of the 3rd cent,, when the Syrian emperors 
court, so that he could be sent straight to were udlling to tolerate, and again in the second, 
execution. ■ when the Illyrian emperors were too busy to perse- 

This was the full process, used chiefly for cute, with a ten years’ interval of active persecu- 
Boman citizens ; and even this left a considerable tion. Thus Deems and Valerian link im Sevenis 
discretion to the magistrate. He might encourage and Maximin (Thrax) before them with Diocletian 
accusations, or he might refuse to receive them, or and Maximin (Daza)_ after them, and the whole 
nullify the usual test of loyalty by allowing the history becomes a mighty drama, leading ^ 
accused to swear by Caesar’s safety — an oath which ordered sequence to the last gr^t struggle (30^313) 
the Christians Avere willing to take. His discre- which left Christianity the religion of the future, 
tion Avas stUl freer in the more usual case of (a) The Snd century. — ^After the h*'® *'1 

cognitio, or summary jurisdiction. The Christians Borne (July, 64) Nero had to recover the 
Avere an unlaAvful society, and might be punished the populace. • As the Christians were already 
like brigands or any other disturbers of the peace, odious, they Avere the most convenient Auctima 
Then the only question Avould be whether the First, individuals Avere charged AVith arson, ana 
accused was a Christian. If he confessed it, he confessions Avere obtained by ^e usual tortures, 
might be executed or tortured either by Avay of These implicated a large number of othere, ana 
punishment or to make him renounce it. the charge of arson was gradually changed for one 

The number of the persecutions is indefinite, of ‘ hatred of mankind,’ by Avhioh Tacitus 
The traditional figure is ten. Orosius counts Nero, disaffection to the empire and to society general^. 

Domitian, Trajan, Marcus, Severus, Maximin, The evidence of this AA'ould be the practice oi map 

Deoius, Valerian, Aurelian, Diocletian. But this and secret crimes; but it (^not have ° 

number is too high for general persecutions, too before the avoAval of Christianity was taken su - 
loAv for local. Aurelian hardly reached an actual marily as a confession of the abominations Mon 
persecution, and (given a Neronian date of the to the Christians, and an administrative order 
Apocalypse) there is no reason to suppose that made against Christians as ajich. 

Domitian’s action extended to the provinces, were worried by dogs, or crucified, or ourne 
Others spread farther, but of general persecution lights for the performances m Nero s gpdens, 
knoAvn to have been actively carried on throughout Nero himself in a jockey’s drcM mixing w 
the empire we cannot safely count any but those crowd or driving a ch^ot. The_ wors 
of Deems and Diocletian, and perhaps Valerian, matter in the eyes of Boman 
On the other hand, local persecutions AA'ere con- disgust at these vulgar ^heatncals ma to 
tinually breaking out. A governor might be commiseration for miscreants who nemy ae 
hostile, and almost any accident might start the their punishment.* ^ 

A Tacitus, ap. Sulpicius Severus, Chron, ii. SO. i Ac ipn. ® Ep. xcvL txcvU.J, do Christian 

- Ko Cass. Ixvii. 14. * Apol. 28. 8 Ann. xv. 44. * •ft. 
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There mtist have heen many victims, hut vre can 
name for certain only two — the two great apostles. 
Clement of Eome* significantly joins the names of 
Peter and Panl, and Cains® refers to their tombs 
on the Vatican and the Ostian "Way, while Diony- 
sius of Corinth® (c. 170) says that they suffered 
martyrdom at the same time. As regards Peter, 
the date is not clear. As he does not seem to have 
come to Home till late, perhaps not till the persecu- 
tion was in full course, we can hardly account for 
the impression which his work made without put- 
ting his death considerably later, or even among 
the occasional executions which went on after 
Nero’s fall (June, 68). 

Did the persecution extend to the provinces? 
The Ist Epistle of Peter is full of allusions to 
persecution ; and, even if the Babylon from which 
it is dated means Rome, its address to Christians 
of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia 
shows that they were sufferers. If the Apocalypse 
is of Neronian date, ns to the present writer it 
seems to he, we find patience at Ephesus, tribula- 
tion at Smyrna, Antipas a martyr at Pergamns, 
the saints slain with the axe for refusing to wor- 
ship the emperor, and Rome drunk with their 
blood. 

Vespasian cannot have been friendly to the 
Christians, and there may have been executions in 
his time, though none is recorded, but there is no 
serious evidence that he troubled himself much 
about them. The next active persecutor was 
Domitian (81-96) towards the end of his reign. 
His action dillered widely from that of Nero. 
Domitian was always jealous, and had now come 
to a pass when he kept his power only by a series 
of sudden blows, striking doivn one suspected 
person after another. He was never so dangerous 
as when he seemed most friendly. As the Christ- 
ians were many in the palace, they were likely to 
attract his notice, and, as he was a relimous man 
in the heathen sense and a restorer or religion, 
they would get their full share of his attentions. 
There must have been a number of victims, for 
Clement looks back on ‘ the sudden and repented 
calamities which befel us ’ ; * but they seem to 
have been (at least in general) persons of import- 
ance. SVhen the grandsons of Jude the Lord’s 
brother were brought before him and he found that 
they were only humble farmers, he scornfully dis- 
missed them. The only victims knoum to us by 
name are his niece Doraitillo, who was exiled to 
Pandateria, and her husband Flavius Clemens, 
Domitinn’s cousin and colleague in the consulship 
of 95, whom he put to death as soon as he was 
out of office. Doinitilla was certainly a Christian, 
and we may safely read as Christianity the charges 
against her husband of atheism and J e wish practices, 
and of contemptible inactivity. To these we may 
perhaps add Glabrio ; but there is no sign of whole- 
sale execution ns in Nero’s time, and we have no 
reason to suppose that the persecution extended 
to the provinces, unless the Apocalypse be assigned 
to a Domitianic date. 

The curtain rises again in Trajan’s time, about 
112. Christians were brought before the younger 
Pliny, then governor of Bithynia. 'Without troub- 
ling himself about any particular chargM, pe simply 
asked them whether they were Christians, and 
sent straight to execution those who pereistently 
avowed it, of course reserving Roman citizens^ for 
trial at Rome. Whatever their worship might 
be, obstinacy and unbending perversity aesen-ed 
punishment. Pliny has no doubt at all that Christi- 
anity is worthy of death, apart from the crimes 
ascribed to the Christians. Difficulties arose only 
when further anonymous charges were laid before 

1 ad Car. E. * jtp. Eus, HE U. XXT. 6. 
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him, implieating numbers of all ranks in town and 
country. Some of those cleared themselves by 
proper worship of the gods and the emperor’s image, 
and by further cursing Christ. Others admitted 
the offence, but said that they had given it up for 
three, ten, or even twenty years, and were quite 
ready now to worship the gods in proper mrm. 
They did not seem to have committed any crimes 
Imyond their unlawful worship, and the examina- 
tion of two deaconesses by torture elicited nothing 
farther. No abominations came to light; only 
a perverse and arrogant superstition. So Pliny 
hastened to consult the emperor. Was it good to 
go on punishing as many Christians ns might be 
found ? Might not youth or sex or frank abandon- 
ment of Christianity be allowed to mitigate an 
offence not complicated by further crime ? In any 
case a milder policy might bo worth trial, especi- 
al^ in view of the numbers implicated. 

Trajan replies that Pliny must use his discretion. 
The Christians are not to be sought out, but must 
be punished if accused and convicted ; but anony- 
mous accusations are not to be receiv^ ; and any 
one who says that he is no longer a Christian, 
and proves it by worshipping our gods, must bo 
pardoned. 

The Christian is here acquitted of abominable 
charges; but he is none the less a criminal, though 
he need not be noticed till some accuser brings him 
into court. Trajan’s chief care is to protect the 
heathen who went wrong in past years and is now 
in danger from informers. But the Christian in- 
cidentally gets some protection too. If his life 
does not cease to be at the mercy of an informer, 
the informer is forced to come forward publicly ; 
and the heathens themselves in ordinary times hod 
no great liking for this business. Tertullian is not 
far wrong when ho says that Trajan ‘partly frus- 
trated ’ the persecution.* 

Hadrian (117-138) carried Trajan's policy a step 
further. When informers renewed their activity 
in Asia (c. 124), he instructed the proconsul Minu- 
cius Fundanus that accusers must prove some crime 
in open court, and not try to force a conviction by 
prayers or clamours. The case was to be tried sum- 
marily Icoffnido) and the offender punished ns ho 
deserved ; but Fundanus was to take great care 
that, if the charge proved to be vexations, the 
accuser was severely punished [suppliciis severiori- 
bus). Hadrian, like Trajan, was thinking chiefly 
of protecting good heathens from false charges ; 
but, like Trajan, he gave incidentally some shdter 
to the Christians. As Trajan forbade Pliny to 
receive anonymous charges, so Hadrian forbade 
Fundanus to listen to mobs.^ The accuser must 
come forward in open court ; if he made good his 
charge, he was a marked man ; if ho failecl, severe 
punishment awaited him. This placed the Christ- 
ians in the most favourable position which they 
had yet reached ; bat it was by no means one of 
tolerable security. If the rescript was strictly en- 
forced, they were still almost at the mercy of any 
one who ventured to accuse them ; and, if it was 
not, the mobs would have their victims, and hostile 
governors could encourage acensations. 

Tilus Antoninus Pius (13S-1GI) merely continued 
the policy of Trajan and Hadrian ; but, ns his 
reign marks a senatorial reaction, the administra- 
tion of the law was more hostile to the Christians, 
and the number of martyrs seems greater. But 
there is no change of general policj* till we come 
to Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (161-180). As a 
conscientious Stoic, and as a zealous observer of 
the ceremonies, Iilarcns had a double dislike of the 
Christians. Ho must have knoivn a good deal 
more of them than he tells us, lor his only refer- 
ence to them is a contemptuous phrase a^ut the 
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bravado Trapira^is) of the martyrs.^ So the 
administration became more hostile than ever, 
and_ now the Christians were sought out for 
punishment. Thus the persecution at Lyons and 
Vienne in I’ll began with lawless outrages, was 
taken up in form by the mamstrates and sanc- 
tioned by the emperor, and ended with insults to 
the dead which are rare in Koman history. 

So far Tertullian was not entirely wrong in his 
theory — the fond belief of many Christians — that 
only bad emperors persecuted them. Nero and 
Domitian were certainly bad, while the good 
emperors Trajan and Hadrian were made out to 
be more friendly than they really were. The 
policy of Marcus was a difficulty, and Tertullian 
gets over it by telling the story of the Thundering 
Legion — how the prayers of a Christian legion 
obtained rain for the army in its great distress in 
Germany, and thereupon Marcus stopped the per- 
secution.® In point of fact, he never relaxeci it, 
and it only died out gradually in the early years 
of his, unworthy son Gommodus (180-192). Now 
Commodus had neither his father’s philosophy nor 
his father’s regard for Homan religion. So far as 
his beast-fights left him leisure for religion, his 
devotions went to Serapis rather than to Jupiter; 
and he was further much influenced by his ‘devout 
concubine ’ Marcia, who Avas friendly to the Christ- 
ians. So after a AA’hUe they had peace for the 
rest of his reign — excepting only tne occasional 
executions Avhich ncA’er ceased till the time of 
Constantine. 

_ (6) The Oriental emperors (19S-249). — With Sep- 
timins Severus (193-211) we enter on the 3rd cent., 
and with it comes a new phase of persecution. 
Christianity does not cease to be a crime by what 
we may call the common law of the empire ; and 
under this there is always some persecution, and j 
often a good deal. It was not without cause that 
Tertullian Avrote his Apology in 197, or remon- 
strated Avith the proconsul Scapula some years 
later for burning the Christians instead of behead- 
ing them. But now the emperors began to supple- 
ment the common law by special enactments 
against converts or clergy, against Christian 
worship, or against officials who were Christians. 
Severus himself Avas no fanatic for the gods of 
Rome., His belief was rather given to the stars, 
and he Avas influenced by his Syrian empress Julia 
Domna, Avho Avas interested in Eastern Avorships. 
So for a time he was almost friendly, and even 
went out of his Avay to protect people of high rank 
whom he kneAV to be Christians. It was not till 
202 that he took alarm at the groAvth of un-Roman 
worships among the ruling classes. If Christians 
of high rank were not many, there had ahvays 
been some since the days of Pomponia Grcecina 
and Elavius Clemens. Ignatius had influential 
friends Avho might possibly have saved him from 
the beasts ; the Pomponii, and perhaps the Acilii 
Glabriones, were Christians in the 2nd cent., and in 
the time of Commodus the senator Apollonius. 
Christianity had ahvays been strong among the 
loAver, officials of the palace, and it Avas noAv spread- 
ing rapidly in the highest circles. It Avas time to 
check that growth, and Severus forbade conA'ersion 
to Christianity — the confession before men in bap- 
tism AAUthout Avhich no man could be more than a 
friendly heathen. Hence the distinctive feature 
of his persecution is that, alike at Carthage and_ at 
Alexandria, the stress of it fell on converts like 
Perpetua and Herais. It Avas not that older 
Christians escaped, but that converts were singled 
out as they had never been singled out before. 

The persecution died out after the great emperor 

A Comm. jd. 8. See also art. Mabccs Acesmm Akiokisvs, 
vol. viii. p 4101. 

^Apol. 6. 


Avas gone (211), and there was ‘peace’ for more 
than thirty years. We catch .glimpses of local 
troubles, hut many Christian circles almost forgot 
that persecution might return. Caracalla and 
Macnnus (211-218) were busy Avith the army, but 
El Gabal (218-222) was a genuinely religious 
emperor, a fanatic of the foul AA’orships of Syria. 
He Avas one who sought first the kingdom of Baal, 
and strove to bring all the gods of the empire into 
subordination to the Baal of Emesa. The one 
thing that connects him Avith the Christians is hia 
remark that they ought to transfer their worship 
to the temple of the sun-god. This may have been 
meant for a friendly invitation ; but it Avas as well 
for the Christians that El Gabal neA'er got further. 

His cousin Severus Alexander (222-235) sent 
back the black stone to Emesa, and settled down 
into AA’hat we may call a ‘liberal eclecticism.’ 
Christianity could no longer be ignored as Marcus 
had ignored it, and as some of the literary circles 
managed to ignore it long after Constantine’s time. 
Alexander felt something of its attraction. A 
statue of Christ adorned his private chapel, along 
Avith the statues of Orpheus, Abraham, Apollonius, 
and the deified emperors. He commended the 
Christian custom otprohati seniores, and adjudged 
a piece of Avaste ground to the Christians rather 
than the cooks, on the ground that any worship 
Avhatever of a god was better than a cook-shop. 

. With Maximin (235-238) A\'e come to a short 
interval of persecution, though Ave hear of no 
executions. So rude a soldier may have had no 
deliberate policy beyond dislike of Alexander’s 
friends; yet he began a new policy of aiming at 
the officials of the churches. Hitherto they had 
run no greater risk than others, except in so far as 
they were likely to be better known than others. 
Henceforth theyAvere deliberately singled out for 
attack by Maximin and his successors. 

Passing over the obscure reign of Gordian (238- 
244), we come to Philip (244-249), the last of the 
Syrian emperors. Philip was rumoured to bo a 
Christian, and, though this is certainly false, we 
may take it that he Avas as friendly as Alexander. 

(c) The interval of persecution (S49-SB8). — Christi- 
anity had now reached the steps of the throne, 
and a Christian Csesar avbs no longer an impossible 
idea. The literary victory had long since been 
won, for no heathen writer after Tacitus (Plotinus 
excepted) will for a moment compare Avith the 
Christians, and the political triumph might seem 
not far off. Yet the hardest of the struggle was 
still to come. The Syrian emperors had not been 
a success, and there Avas noAv a reaction to oil 
Roman ideals, and therefore against the Christians, 
who seemed the AA'orst of traitors to the good old 
customs of their ancestors. , 

The reaction was heralded in Philips time ny 
savage riots at Alexandria, and the new emperor 
Decius (249-251) began his reign in fifll determma- 
tion to stamp out Christianity. Hitherto per- 
secution had been generally local, but now an 
edict AA’as issued requiring all persons to sacnuce— 
all persons, for women and boys A\’ere not spareu. 
This Avas systematic and thorough Avork, and pr ■ 
dnced more apostates than even the later \ 

tion. At first the object Avas to avoid mart^, 
so some of the earlier victims (not bishops) wme 
set free after all tortures had been 
them ; aftemmrds they were left to die of fi^me 
in prison. Thus the Deoian ppecution 
Maximin’s attack on the bishops, 

Christians Avith a definite policy throughout tne 
empire. But it does not seem to 
popular support, for it ceased and 

‘ft Rome for the army m the autemn ot 
few riots under his successor Gallus^ 
were the last outbreaks of the old mob violenc . 
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Valerian (253-258) -was an old senator, and a 
model of Koman virtue like Decins. But he vras 
still more soldier than senator, and began his reign 
with marked favour to the Christians. It was not 
till 257 that he turned against them. The change 
was ascribed to the influence of his general Mac- 
rianus ; but there was much to which Macrianus 
might appeal. In the midst of calamities which 
threatened ruin to the empire and civilization the 
Christians stood aloof, and some of them were half 
inclined to welcome Goths and Persians as avengers 
of the saints. Apart from this treasonous isola- 
tion, the growth or the episcopate was forming an 
imperium in imperio which might have alarmed 
the most tolerant of heathen sovereims. Valerian’s 
first rescript (257) is lost, but it fofiowed the lines 
of Decins in ordering all persons to conform to 
‘the Roman ceremonies,’ and in striking at the 
bishops. But there were two important changes. 
For the first time the penalty was not death — only 
banishment even for great bishops like Dionysius 
and Cyprian— and for the first time the Christians 
were expressly forbidden to hold assemblies or to 
enter the catacombs. 

Xystus of Rome replied with a defiance, in the 
solemn transference (29th June, 258) of the remains 
of the two great apostles from the Vatican and the 
Ostian Way to the forbidden catacombs. There- 
upon Valerian issued a second rescript.’ The ^ 
clergy were to be executed forthwith ; senators, 
egregii viri, and knights were to Jose their rank 
and property, and their lives too if they still per- 
sisted in Christianity ; the great ladies were to be 
deprived of property and banished ; Ceesariani 
(almost certainly ‘Ccesar’s household,' the_ lower 
officials) who were or ever had been Christians 
were to lose their property and to be sent in chains 
into slavery. This is a new development. The 
penalty of death is limited (so far as the rescript 
goes) to clergy and persons of rank, and non-official 
Christians escape unpunished. The idea is to 
destroy the Christian corporations and root out 
Christianity from the higher classes, leaving it a 
floating superstition among the vulgar. 

((f) The tong peace (260-^05).— Valerian perished 
in the East, and his son Gallientts (258-268) can- 
celled the rescripts, and more than cancelled them, 
by a public edict. This is lost ; but we have the 
rescript which enforced it in Egypt in 261. It is 
addressed ‘To the bishops,’ and the restitution, 
first of places of worship, then of burial-places, can 
have been made only to the Christian corporations. 
Here at last was practical toleration ; and, if the 
common law of the empire was not repealed, there 
seemed little reason to fear that it would ever 
again be seriously enforced. 

The empire sank to its ffiwest in the days of 
Gallienus, and the great soldiers who reigned after 
him were fully occupied with its restoration. 
Only Awclian (270-275) had any dealings with the 
Christians. Unfriendly as he is-as— perhaps only 
his death prevented active persecution— he had to 
deal with them as lawful corporations. When n 
couhcil deposed Paul of Sainosata from the see of 
Antioch, ho refused to give up the church property, 
and the bishops appealed to tlie emperor. Aurchan 
decided that it belonged to that bishop who was in 
communion with the bishops of Rome and Italy. 
Later ages might have demurred to this ‘very 
reasonable decision ' * of a heathen emperor ; but 
the fact remains that, if a church is not put outside 
the law, questions of property must necessarily be 
decided by the St.ate; and this means that the 
State must necessarily determine for itself what it 
will recognize ns orthodoxy. 

(e) The Great Persccntion (SOSSIS).— It was a 
work of nearly thirty years, from the election of 

1 CjTrUn, Sp. SO. ’ Eub. BE vn. xxx. 19. 


Claudius to the pence with Persia (268-297), to 
restore some tolerable order in the empire, and 
for more than forty (260-303) the Christians had 
peace, broken only by the threats of Aurelian and 
an occasional military execution, due sometimes 
to the brutality of a heathen officer, sometimes to 
the fanaticism of a Cliristian soldier. So they 
flourished ns they never had flourished before, 
built stately churches, and overflowed the palace. 
Diocletian's chamberlains were Christians, and his 
wife and daughter were supposed to be Christians. 
So, when lie took up the sword of persecution, be 
had a harder task before him than Decius or 
Valerian, and it was nearly twenty years before he 
made up his mind to undertake it. As Diocletian 
was a man of serious religion, and that religion 
was of the old Roman type, he must always have 
been hostile to the Christians, even if ho was 
genuinely attached to individuals. But ho was too 
wise to attack hastily their great and strongly 
organized corporations, even after he was freed 
from his worst troubles by the peace with Persia 
in 297. There was no want of incitement, for 
Maximian and Galerius hated the Christians, and 
the court was full of soothsayers and philosophers. 
About 300, when Diocletian was in the East, the 
sacrifice one day was n failure — which the chief 
haruspex ascribed to the presence of profane 
persons. Diocletian at once ordered all persons in 
the palace to sacrifice on pain of scourging and 
disgrace, and all soldiers similarly to bo dismissed 
from the service. But this, however ominous, wa-s 
only a burst of superstitious terror, and seems to 
have been very imperfectly carried out. Christ- 
ians continued to hold high office, and it was not 
till the winter of 302-303 that Diocletian decided 
to persecute in earnest. Lactantins’ reports that 
he was worried into it b^ Galerius, who was no 
doubt importunate ; but Diocletian was a st atesman, 
and never adopted the ruthless policy of Galerius. 

The first edict® (24th Feb. 303) ordered nil 
churches to be destroyed and the Scriptures to be 
burned. Officials were to lose all civil rights, and 
Coisariani (ol ir olxerlau) to be reduced to slavery. 
This is a careful revision of the rescript of Valerian. 
The clergy are not summarily executed, nor the 
great ladies exiled, nor Casanani who had ceased 
to bo Christians reduced to slavery. On the other 
hand, the churches are not only closed, but de- 
stroyed, and there is anew clause for the burning 
of the Scriptures. Hadrian had burned the rolls 
of the law, Diocletian himself the books of the 
Manichamns in 297, and now the same measure is 
dealt to the Christians. Destroy their books, stop 
their meetings, and root them out of the public 
service ; they will soon be put down, ana that 
without bloodshed. 

Then came disturbances and two fires in the 
palace, which of course were attributed to the 
Christians. The government was in a panic, and 
put down the riots in Turkish style. To this 
period probably belong the great massacre at 
Eumencia and the wholesale burnings mentioned 
by Lactantius* and Eusebius.* A second edict 
ordered the imprisonment of all Christian clergy, 
but still no bloodshed. When things quieted 
down, Diocletian issued (about Nov.) a third edict 
as an act of grace. It allowed the imprisoned 
clergy to go free if they sacrificed, but it also 
allowed the use of torture to compel them. Those 
who refused remained in prison, some tUl the end 
of the persecution, like Donates, who was tortnn^ 
nine times in the interval. 

This is ns far as Diocletian himself went ; and 
it will be noted that no man could lose his life 
under these edicts, unless it were for refusing to 
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give np the hooks. There were to he no martyrs, 
though the punishment of Christians who com- 
mitted any further offence (such as a saucy answer 
in court) wm atrocious. Then, while Diocletian 
was laid aside by fourteen months of illness, 
M^mian in Borne (April, 304) issued a fourth 
edict, commanding all persons witliout exception 
in their respective cities to offer sacrifice. This 
was a new policy. Diocletian had aimed skilful 
blows at the churches, the books, the clergy; 
Maxiinian’s only_ idea was to force on every private 
Christian a plain choice between sacrifice and 
death. 

Cruelty overreached itself, as usual. The 
heathens themselves were shocked at the horrible 
scenes which followed. They voted the persecu- 
tion ‘vulgar, and very much overdone,’* and at 
Alexandria they ended by hiding Christians in 
their houses.® Even the Koman mm) Avhich howled 
for blood when the fourth edict came out was glad 
to see it abolished a couple of years later. Thus 
the persecution was very far from being steadily 
carried out for ten years throughout the empire. 
In Gaul and Britain Constantins pulled down a few 
churches, but did nothing more. Maximian was 
zealous enough in Italy, but his son Maxcntins 
(no friend of the Christians) found in 307 that he 
could gain popularity by stopping the persecution. 
lEivenGalenus, who controlled the lands from the 
Hadriatic to the Taurus, grew slack in course of 
time, and turned to more innocent occupations. 
But for ten long years (303-313) the full fury of 
the persecution fell on Egypt and S 3 nna, which came 
under Maximin Daza after Diocletian’s abdication 
in 305. Daza was as cruel as his uncle Galerius, 
even more malicious, and much more shrewd. By 
308 he came to the conclusion that public burnings 
were better avoided, and of his clemency issued a 
fifth edict, that the Christians were to have the 
left leg disabled and the right eye cut out and 
seared, and so to be sent to slavery in the mines, 
where further cruelty could be used without 
attracting too much notice. Once thirty-nine 
were put to death in one day. But public execu- 
tions did not cease, for the fourth edict was 
renewed, though they grew rarer, and the last of 
the recorded Palestinian martyrs was given to the 
beasts on 3rd March 310. 

Of the number of the victims we can only say 
that it must have been large. Some statements of 
Lactantius and Eusebius may be too sweeping, 
though we have seen one of the worst of them — 
the wholesale burnings — confirmed by the inde- 

E endent evidence of the inscriptions at Eumeneia ; 

ut it would be very uncritical to suppose that 
they have recorded anything like the whole 
number of martyrs. We know very little of what 
was going on except in Palestine, and even there we 
do not seem to have full information. Meanwhile 
the inscriptions and other incidental hints leave 
no reasonable doubt that the general impression of 
murderous ferocity given by Eusebius and Lactan- 
tius is substantially true. But the horrors enacted 
in open court are a very small part of the mischiefs 
of persecution. W e must take account of imprison- 
ments and hardships from which even death is 
sometimes a relief, and of the sufferings of those 
who live in fear of death or 3 deld to fear of death. 
Worse than this is the brutalizing of the perse- 
cutors, and worst of all the demoralization of the 
persecuted. The strong grow hard, the weak 
despair, church government is throum into con- 
fusion, and every discord is inflamed to fever heat. 
There is no more odious chapter of Church history 
than the inquest which the survivors of the perse- 
cution hold upon their fallen brethren. 

1 Eus. Mart. Pal. lx. 3. 

2 Athanasius, Hist, Arianonim, 64, p. 802. 


(/) The Edicts of Toleration . — The deliveranca 
was near. Galerius was stricken with a mortal 
mckness, and issued the first Edict of Toleration in 
April 311. 

He tells us how he had formerly endeavoured to bring back 
the Christians to the oid laws and discipline of the Romans, for 
they had been foolish and self-willed enough to forsake the 
institutes of perhaps their own ancestors, and were making 
themselves laws at their own pleasure and gathering congrega- 
tions from various peoples. ‘ When, therefore, we commanded 
them to return to the institutes of the ancients, some had to be 
overcome by hardship, while others were utterlv ruined in 
resistancBj and there was the further evil that, while they would 
not worship our gods, they could not worship their oivn. So 
we extend to them our usual clemency, that Christians may 
exist again and hold assemblies, providM they do nothing con- 
trary to the discipline. Particular instructions for our offlcials 
will follow. And for this indulgence the Christians will make 
the prayers of loyal subjects to their god.' ' 

■ Let us put this intensely heathen thought in 
other words. ’ 


We never quarrelled with the Christians for worshipping their 
God ; we quarrelled with them for not worshipping our gods 
also ; and our endeavour to compel them was well meant. But 
we forgot that our persecution made it impossible for them to 
worship their own God; and in this we did him wrong. We 
still regret their undutif ul conduct ; but, even so, it is better to 
let them worship their God in their own way than to prevent 
him from being worshipped at all. 

This is quite straightforward, and, from the 
heathen point of view, quite true, Galerius is 
confessing a serious mistake, and frankly asking 
the prayers of the Christians. He is not now 
unfriendly, and the further instructions to officials 
are not likely to have contained ‘ many hard con- 
ditions.’ Christianity is now definitely recoraized 
as a religio licita, with all the rights therein 
implicit. 

After the death , of Galerius there were four 
emperors. Constantine had Gaul and Bntain, 
Maxentius governed Italy and Africa, Licinius 
ruled from the frontiers of Italy to the Black Sea, 
while the Asiatic provinces and Egypt fell to 
Maximin. So the natural alliance was of Constan- 
tine and Licinius against Maxentius and Maximin ; 
and this corresponded to the religious position. .^1 
four, of course, were heathens, but Constantine 
favoured the Christians, while Maximin , was a 
bitter enemy ; and, though neither of the others 
had been persecutors, Maxentius, standing for 
Rome and the senate, was hostile, while Licinius 
leaned the other way. 

As Maximin could not entirely disregard the 
edict of Galerius, he issued it as a mere instruction 
to the officials that they need not go further ***^“.® 
matter. This was not toleration; and, through it 
stopped the persecution for the moment, Mn.\imin 
resumed on a new plan less than six months later. 
Brute slaughter having failed, executions were 
limited to men of note, and a more subtle pohoy 
■ ■ • The municipalities 



organization of the Church was copied, 
pagan hierarchy was established with regular 
wrvices to confront the Christian. It remained to 
give education a polemical turn by ordering t 
a slanderous forgery called 

be diligently taught and studied m the schools. 
These were skilful measures, and they were new, 
and Maximin must have ti*®,®redit of them. 
Meanwhile, after the defeat of 
Saxa Rubra (28th Oct. 3Z2J, Constantine and 
Licinius met at Milan (Jan. 313) 

edict which is a landmark m history- The 

is lost, but Licinius recites the substance ot it a 
few months later. ,, 

They say that they had long given libe^ oUWa 

men, but the rescript (pt kfaximin) m p detailed 

edict (of Galerius) liad encumbered It mth so many ^ 
conditions that It was ^ that 

on to say that ail these conditions are utterly abobs^^^^ 

everyone who desires to °hserve tteOhrisU P 
BO without trouble or annoyance. The same liberty 
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ttnd of worship is extended to other religions, so that every one 
may freely practise the worship which he personally prefers. 
Churches formerly belonging to the Christians shall be restored 
without delay to the corporation of the Christians, present 
owners to be compensated from imperial bounty. So also all 
other possessions which belonged of right to the Christians. 

Maximin was in a difficulty now that lie bad 
lost bis ally, and felt that be must beep tbe 
Christians quiet while he made his attack on 
Licinius. So before the end of 312 he issued 
another rescript to his prefect Sahinus. It is a 
strange document, alternately justifying the per- 
secution and apologizing for it, and actually deny- 
ing that there liad ever been any persecution since 
305. He showed little of his usual cleverness if 
he fancied that the Christians could be conciliated 
by such a mystification as this. But, when the 
attack had failed, and Maximin was not only 
expelled from Europe but driven behind Mount 
Taurus, he had no clioice but a real reconciliation 
with the Christians ; and this time there was no 
fooling. He issued a public effict to all his 
subjects. 
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Its purport is that under pretence of the edict of Diodetian 
forbidding assemblies of the Ohristiani man.v spoliations and 
oppressions had been perpetrated by the otTioiala. ' When these 
abuses (so painful to all good rulers; came to our knowledge, we 
sent out letters (the rescript to Sabinus) that, if any one wished 
to follow such a nation or worship, he might do so without 
hindrance. But even now we cannot help seeing that some of 
our judges have mistaken our meaning, so that our subjects 
hesitate to use the liberty we have granted them. In order 
then to remove all doubt, wo publish this decree, that it may be 
plain to all, that such as wish to follow this sect and worship 
are at liberty to do so — namely, to adopt and practise this 
religion. They are also allowed to build Lord's Houses ; and, 
if houses or lands belonging to the Christians have been con- 
flsoated by our treasury or by the dties, they shall he restored 
to them.' 

-There are lies enough here, but Maximin is 
quite straightforward, now that he has no choice. 
He died very soon after, however (c. June, 313), 
and his death closes the age of persecution. The 
Christians sufl'ered some vexation from Licinius 
(before 323) and a good deal from Julian (361-363), 
but these fall outside our limits, and it must bo 
noted that neither Licinius nor Jidian repealed the 
Edict of Milan, so that the Christians experienced 
in their time rather a hostile administration than 


direct persecution. 

Comparing the three Edicts of Toleration, 
we find them agreed in frank allovyance of 
Christian worship. But Galerius allows it on the 
heathen principle that every god is entitled to the 
worship of his own people, while Maximin states 
no principle at all. (Jnly CJonstantine and Licinius 
lay down the new principle that every man is 
entitled to choose his own religion and to practise 
it in his own way. True, neither of them carried 
it out consistently ; but the principle was declared, 
the omnipotent State for the first time recognized 
a reserved domain of conscience, and there was a 
good deal of toleration in the age which followed. 
It died out with Theodoric the Ostrogoth, to 
reappear only in William the Silent. 
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PERSECUTION (Komnn Catholic). — i. Con- 
ditions and causes. — The conditions which gave 
rise to religious persecution lie far back in and oven 
beyond history. It would be too much to say tliat 
they are extinct; hut they have to so great a 
degree ceased to he operative that it is only by an 
effort of imagination that wo can throw ourselves 
back into them and realize what their force once 
was. Cohesion was the first need of primitive 
societies; it was more important that tno group 
should cohere than that it should proCTcss. In- 
novation, therefore, was put down with a strong 
hand : it introduced disunion and dissipated energy 
— the argument is not unknown in our own time. 
The earliest religions, like the earliest civilizations, 
were tribal and local ; the deity could be worshipped 
only by his tribesmen and on the tribal soil (1 S 
26’“). And their demands were ceremonial, not 
ethical or dogmatic; religion resolved itself into 
the observance of a traditional ritual which was 
refused by few. In cases of revolt — such as the 
mutilation of the Hemiro at Athens in 415 B.C. — 
the penalty was sharp. But such cases were 
exceptional, and on a small, i.e. a civic or class, 
scale. 

The Roman empire was tolerant of enstomnry 
usage. The rulers knew how to make this usage 
subserve their policy, and, with regard to religion 
in particular, to employ and even exploit it for 
secular ends. The cosmopolitanism of the Stoics, 
which conceived mankind as n unity, accentu- 
ated the social bond. Like Positivism, it sub- 
ordinated the individual to the community. The 
emperors who were most under Stoic influences 
were the most hostile to Christianity, which they 
regarded as a violation of both natural and estab- 
lished order. Judaism, separatist as its tendencies 
were, had an ancient nationality behind it; the 
Church was of yesterday, yet Tcrtullian’s rhetoric 
is 6C.arcely an exaggeration — it had leavened the 
world. The conception of the supremo and all- 
inclusive State survived in the Christian empire. 
The genins of Constantino discerned in tito iiier- 
archy of the 4th cent, a unique instrument for the 
unification of the nations and for the realization 
of the ruler’s political aims. The unity of the 
Church was the Keystone of the unity of the empire 
and of society’; the Trinitarian and' Christolomcal 
controversies of the period were engineered by 
secular politicians for secular ends, Herc-s^* was 
the equivalent of what a later age styled ‘ inci vi.sni ’ ; 
the sporadic persecutions of the p.ost gave way to 
a settled policy of repression. Constantine, a cool 
calculator rather than a fanatic, destroyed the 
images of the gods; Theodosius excluded wor- 
shippers from the temples and forbade sacrifice; 
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Justinian closed the schools of Athens ; the shadow 
of the coming night of the Middle Ages fell upon 
the world. 

Scarcely 6e»;nd to the tradition of the empire 
in its bearing on the development of intolerance 
was the authoritative position assumed hy the 
Hebrew Scriptures in the Church. From the be- 
ginning the OT had been a stumbling-block. The 
conceptions of comparative religion and scientific 
history were unknown; and to Gentile converts 
much of its content was meaningless and offensive 
— the barbarous record of a barbarous tribe and 
age. Mar cion and the Gnostics were the outcome 
or this sense of contrast. They simplified the 
situation by throwing the OT and the OT God, or 
Demiurge, overboard; and thus, though they in- 
volved themselves in difficulties of another order, 
they lightened the ship. But, as Grteco-Eoman 
civilization declined, the opposition between the 
Hebrew records and the actual conditions of life 
was felt less acutely ; and by the end of the 2nd 
cent, the terminology common to Jeivish and pagan 
worship, hitherto studiously avoided by Christian 
writers, had become naturalized among them; we 
read_ of temples, altars, sacrifices, and priests. 
Ori^nally metaphor, the rhetoric hardened iumer- 
ceptibly into dogma ; the climate changed. This 
lowering of the temperature did not take place 
without opposition. But the externalizing process 
was too consonant idth the circumstances and 
temper of the age to miscarry ; the belief in the 
divine right of the hierarchy and in the duty of ’ 
imposing submission to it by force— a belief destined 
to deluge Europe with blood for centuries — was 
taken over from Hebrew antiquity by the Christian 
world. The doivnfall of the empire gave impetus 
to the movement. The times were rude ; a dark- 
ness that might be felt descended on the nations ; 
the method of the Church was violence, not per- 
suasion ; her rule rested on the two swords of the 
Apostle rather than on the Cross of Clirist. It 
may be urged that the difference did not go beyond 
that which separates applied from pure science; 
it will not be denied that the fall from primitive 
standards was great. 

This fall was brought about by the transforma- 
tion of primitive Christianity into Catholicism, of 
the little company of enthusiastic believers into 
the mixed multitude of a world-Church. Its causes 
were : (1) what seemed the increasing need of 
authority in the Christian community; (2) the 
natural conservatism of the official class ; (3) the 
superstition of the multitude, which feared the in- 
discriminate vengeance of the outraged deities ; 

(4) the policy of the magistrate, which regarded 
religious unity as the guarantee of public order ; 

(5) the appeal to OT precedent ; and (6), above all, 
the belief in the exclusiveness of salvation, which 
was to be had, it was held, only in the Church. 

(1) In the da'wn of Christianity relapse, or, in 
general, post-baptismal sin, was not contemplated. 
The venial faults inseparable from human frailty 
were met by the instinctive resmiscenoe of the 
offender, by the reception of the Eucharist, or by 
alms and prayer ; and, when graver transgressions 
appeared, they were dealt with either by what was 
beUeved to be supernatural intervention (Ac 6) or 
by the mysterious delivery ‘unto Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh’ (1 Co 6', 1 Ti Later, 
when the age of marvels had ceased, the treatment 
of offenders, and especially of the lapsed, became 
a problem. The good sense of the community 
solved it on lines which, while in themselves 
reasonable and moderate, increased the growng 
power of the official ministry. Mt 18^— ;With which 
may be taken 2 Jn'° and Tit S''— indicates what 
we may suppose to have been the primitive practice ; 
but, in proportion as society became Christian, this 


disciplme ceased to he purely spiritual ; it passed 
over into the temporal sphere. The Edict of 
Constantine (326) makes the possession of the 
UTitings of Arius a capital offence ; and that of 
the _Three_ Emperors (380) denounces heretics as 
‘ divina primum vindicta, post etiam motus nostri, 
quam ex caelesti arbitrio sumpserimns, ultione 
plectendos.’ 

(2) An official class is instinctively conservative, 
and slow to admit reform. This is so in every 
department of life, and the Church is no exception. 
Material inducements co-operate with professional 
jealousy — ‘ they which wait at the altar are par- 
takers ivith the altar’ (1 Co O’®),- and the e^rit de 
corps of a privileged class is strong. ‘ No salvation 
without the Church’ is an abstract proposition; 
the concrete equivalent; which is seldom kr distant, 
is ‘ No salvation without the priest.’ That higher 
motives were also at work need not be questioned ; 
the springs of conduct are various. But men do 
not easily destroy that by which they live. 

(3) The populace is and has always been an in- 
calculable element. Its intelligence is low, its 
knowledge small, its self-control weak ; it is easily 
moved by superstition, by suggestion, by passion, 
and, above all, by fear. Under Nero the mob of 
Rome was roused by sheer terror against the 
Christians; that of Paris in 1792 against the 
aristocrats; that of Constantinople in our own 
time arainst the Armenians; and the distinctive 
psychology of the Middle Ages, with its emotional- 
ism and its unique openness to suggestion, made 
the crowd an easy prey not only to deigning 
persons who worked upon its susceptibilities for 
their own purposes but to its o\yn unreasoning 
fears. The popularity of the Inquisition has been 
overstated, but there is reason to think that it 
was not generally condemned by popular feeling. 
Heresy was regarded as a danger to the communitj^ 
and the heretic as a public enemy to be restrained 
for the public good. 

(4) The conception of the State elaborated by 
Roman law, while it led those who held it to an 
extreme suspicion of corporations^ as infringing on 
its own sovereignty and self-suificiency— a private 
society was, as such, an imperium in imperio — led 
them also to be content with an external homage 
on the part of the citizens to the State gods. The 
Christian empire was more exacting : it demanded 
interior conformity to the State ivorship and in- 
terior assent to the State creed. This demand, 
made professedly in the interests of orthodoxy, 
was in fact dictated by regard for the public 

It is diEBcult to put ourselves in the place of the 
Byzantine Ctesars. But we are mistaken if we set 
them down as fanatics ; they were for the mMt 
part skilful and unscrupulous men of affairs, lo 
us the quarrels of the school and the sacristy 
which inflamed the dregs of Constantinople 
Alexandria are meaningless. But the thoughts 
of men vary : 

•A latent and almost Invisible spark ‘‘1® 

embers of controversy : by the breath of P^'^udiee and P • 

it was quickly kindled to a mighty flame, and the verbal ms 
putesof the Oriental sects have shake^n the pillare ^hie^ufc 
and state ’ (E. Gibbon, Dfcline and Fall of the Roman Rmpire, 
ed, J. B. Bury*, London, 1901-08, v2. 106). ^ 

And mental climates change slowly. From the im- 
partial standpoint of the magistrate, concern 
the first place for the maintenance of 
was little to choose between Catholic and Iieretic, 
papist and Protestant. The Reformation, hench- 
cen^t in so many respects, was a leaven of « 
dissension. All yvero for supreraac y , hon 
toleration; nor was freedom of consclenoo, m " e 

now understand it, possible till the 
rationalism had cooled the ardours of re S 

The Church was heir by default of the Syna 
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go^ue ; and the inheritance of the OT was a con- 
dition of her fulfilment of her mission. But these 
sacred hooks steeled the heart of the persecutor ; 
they sharpened his sword and kindled his unholy 
fires. They were an obstacle to moral and intel- 
lectual progress, because, ns they were understood 
and could not but be understood at this period, 
they stereotyped and canonized the ideas and 
customs of a semi-civilized age. They contained, 
indeed, their oAvn criticism: ‘The times of this 
ignorance God overlooked’ (Ac 17“). But till 
yesterday the theologian would have been suspect 
who attempted to explain them in this way. 

(6) The belief in exclusive salvation covered less 
specious motives with the tegis of piety ; under 
its shelter they worked unsuspected and undis- 
turbed. To this day religious intolerance finds 
its firmest foundation in the belief that there is no 
salvation outside the Church. Where this belief is 
sincerely held, intolerance haunts it as its shadow, 
though circumstances may determine its method 
and its degree. In the eyes of the theocratic 
hierarchy heresy is rebellion, and rebellion of a 
peculiarly heinous character, being directly against 
God. The conviction that all who do not accept 
a particular creed will perish everlastingly, and 
that God punishes a theological error as if it were 
tlie most atrocious of crimes, has two results, (a) 
It lowers the standard of veracity. If a slight 
departure from truth — the suppression of an in- 
convenient fact, the manufacture of testimony, 
the suggestion or assertion of falsehood, the mani- 
pulation of documents or sources — will save souls, 
promote the cause of religion, and further the 
highest interests of mankind, the temptation is too 
great for human nature, and the most fervent are 
the first to fall. Here is the origin of the Donation 
of Constantine, of the Isidorian Decretals, of the 
accumulation of forgeries^ and fictions lyhich plays 
so great a part in the hisf^ry of religion, (6) It 
leads naturally and inevitably to_ persecution. 
Zealots are slow to admit the axiom ‘Deorum 
injuriae deis curae’; another maxim, ‘Compelle 
intrare' (Lk 14®) comes in. It becomes a duty to 
impose orthodoxy, seeing that men’s eternal destiny 
depends on their professing it ; and to hinder error 
from spreading, because error is the death of the 
soul. Heretics are more mischievous than ordinary 
criminals ; and to rid the earth of them is a just, 
beneficent, and necessary work. Their virtues, 
such as they are, are no defence. ‘ Splendida vitm ’ 
the Fathers of the Church characterized them ; an 
echo of what was once the universal _ belief of 
Christians survives in the Anglican Article XUI., 
which declares of works done before justification 
that ‘ we doubt not that they have the nature of 

The earliest Christian apologists urged the rights 
of conscience. Every sect, when it is in a minority , 
clamours for toleration ; and the language_ of cir- 
cumstance is easily confused with that of principle. 
Tlio Christians or the first two centuries, if not 
always persecuted, were always liable to persecu- 
tion ; they advanced, naturally enough, the pica 
of conscience, and argued for the futility of com- 
pulsion ns a means of ensuring belief. Tertullian s 
words, which suggest the philosophy of the 18 th 
cent., might have come from Locke : 


•Humanl Juris ct nntnralis poUstatls est unlculque quod 
putaverit colere ; nco alii obest aut prodest altorius rciiipo. 
Scd neo rcllrionis est eocere relifrioDcm. quae sponte TOsapl 
debet, non vV : cum et hostiae ab ammo bbenll^ ewostulemur. 
Ita etsi nos compuleritis ad aacrificandum, nthd praes-ayitis 
dlia vestria: ablnrltla enim sacrincia non desiderabunt, nisi si 
contentiosl sunt : contcntlosus autemdeui nonest (aascapti- 
lam, Sl.)i, 


So also Lactantins : 

• Rellrio sola est, In qua libertaa domlclllutn conloarit. Bos 
Mt enim praetcr caeveras roluntaria, nec imponl cuiquam 


necessifaa potest, ut colat quod non vulL Potest aliquls for- 
Bitan simulare ; non potest velle' (Epitome Dir. /n»f. liv.). 
And again : 

* Dctendcnda reUgio est non ocddcndo ;Bed moricndo, non 
Baevitia Bed patlentia, non Bcelere sed flde. . . . Nihil est enim 
tam voluntarium quam religjo, in qua Bi animus EacriGcanUs 
avereus est. Jam sublata. Jam nnlia est ' (Div. Inst. v. 20). 

It would be unjust to question the sincerity of 
such protestations; the content of the legal and 
dogmatic conceptions destined to take shape in 
ecclesiastical Christianity was as j-et im^cit. 
But themartjTS died for conscience rather tlian for 
liberty of conscience; the notion of religion ns a 
fixed quantity incapable of variation — a dcpositum 
(1 Ti 6^ Vulg.}— led inevitably to its defence, 
where the State could he enlisted in its sendee, by 
the civil sword. ‘ Quae peior mors onimae quam 
libertas erroris!’ asked Augustine {Ep. cv. 10 
[PL xxxilL 400]) ; in sneh subject-matter no risks 
could he run. As time went on, both belief and 
practice were systematized ; and in this process of 
systematizing Uio papacy, the greatest systematiz- 
ing force that the world has known, played a de- 
cisive part. But from Constantine to Philip n., 
and from St. Augustine to Torqnemada, the suc- 
cession is unbroken. At every step of the blood- 
stained way the advance was necessitated by the 
logic both of thought and of things. Only when 
men were sick of slaughter did it daivn upon them 
that they had taken tlie UTong turning, and that, 
till the road had been retraced, those wlio followed 
it found themselves in every generation farther 
astray. 

The theological motive of persecution was a con- 
ception of religion common to the Christianity of 
the time and held by orthodox and heterodox 
alike. This is shown by tlie fierce intolerance of 
the heretical sects— in particular of the Arians, 
who planted in Spain tlic seeds of that bigotry 
wliich found its first fruit in the execution of 
Priscillian (385) and its most recent in that of 
Francesco Ferrer (1909), It was in Bclf-dcfcnco 
that Athanasius, Gregory Nazianzen, and Hilaiy 
argued for that ‘dulcissima libertas’ which the 
last-named (ad ConsianCittm, ii. 4 f.) declares to be 
the one remedy for religious strife. Salvian (430) 
writes of the heretics of his time : 

•Errant, Bed bono animo errant, non odio. Bed allectu Dei, 
bonomre bo Dominum atque amare credcntca. . . . Qualiter 
pro hoc ipso laimc opinlonls errore in die Judicil punicndl Bint, 
nullus potest Bclrc ms! Judex ’ (de Guhematione Dei, v. 2). 

Policy, however, was stronger than piety, logic 
than philosophy. Scarcely had the Edict of Milan 
(313), which relieved the Christians from persecu- 
tion by recognizing Christianity as a rdigto Ucila, 
been published wicn the drift of tlie now age 
declared itself. The best and wisest men in the 
empire — a Symmachns, a Themistius — protested : 

* Kon uno iUncre pen'eniri potest ad tam grande secrctum ’ 

(Symmachns, Ul. \Ep, x, 8J, In ilGIIt ‘Auctorcs 

antiquissimi,' rL 1 [DerUn, 2SS3}, p. ^3). 

No nobler words ever came from a religious 
teacher, but protest wos in vain. Constantine, 
whose motive was political in each case, exiled 
first Aritts and then Athanasius, under the pre- 
text — not, it must ho confessed, an nnrc.asonablc 
one — of danger to the public peace. His successors, 
with few exceptions, followed his example, enforc- 
ing conformity to the various standards of popular 
orthodoxy. I’ho more mysterious the tenet, the 
more embittered, it seemed, was the controversy ; 
at the Council of Cholcedon 'an invisible line was 
dr.awn between the heresy of Apollinaris and the 
faith of St. Cyril ’ ; and it was declared by 500 
bishops that its decrees might lawfully be enforced 
‘even with blood.’ 

2 . History.— The most authoritative name in 
the black record of intolerance is that of the great 
Augustine. Both for good and for evil his influ- 
ence over Christianity has been more powerful 
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than that of any one man between St. Paul and 
Luther ; few have more emphatically asserted the 
inwardness of religion; yet, paradox as it is, 
few have done more to fasten the fetters of ecclesi- 
astical and dogmatic system upon mankind than 
he. As long as the Donatists had the upper hand 
in Africa, he stood for the rights of conscience; 
when the position was reversed, and the balance of 
material force was with Catholicism, he changed 
his ground. 

‘ Mca primitus sententia non erat nisi nemlnem ad unltatem 
Ohristi esse cogendum ; verbo esse agendum, disputatione pug- 
nandum, ratione vincendum, ne flctos catholioos haberemus, 
quos apertos haeretioqs noveramus. Sed haeo opinio mea, non 
contradicentium verbis, _ sed deraonstrantium superabatur ex- 
emplis. Nam primo mihi opponebatur oivitaa mea quae oum 
tota esset in parte Donati, ad unitatem catholicam timore legum 
imperialium converse est ; quam nuno videmua ita hujus vestrae 
animositatis perniciem detestari, nt in ea nunquam tuisse 
credatur’{£p. xciii. 17). 

He proceeds to laj down as a general principle, 
‘multis profuit pnus timore vel .dolore eogp, ut 
postea possent doceri,’ and to compare the laws 
against heretics to the restraint imposed upon 
lunatics or persons suffering under delirium, who 
would othenvise destroy themselves and others. 
The exegesis of the time permitted the ‘ Compelle 
intrare ’ of the parable to he used as an argument 
for coercion ; it was in the premisses, not in the 
conclusion, that the fallacy lay. His teaching has 
been summarized by J. C. Bluntschli as follows ; 

‘When error prevnila, it Is right to invoke liberty of con- 
science ; but when, on the contrary, truth predominates, it is 
proper to use coercion' (Allffem. SlaatsrechlB, Stuttgart, 1886, 
vi. 891) ; 

and by Macaulay thus in his essay on Sir James 
Mackintosh : 

' I am in the right, and you are in the wrong. When you are 
the stronger, you ought to tolerate me ; for it is your duty to 
tolerate truth. But when I am the stronger, I shall persecute 
you ; for it is my duty to persecute error ’ (Critical and Historical 
Essays, Iiondon, 1870, p. 336). 

This is the dilemma presented in every age to 
the mixed State by Catholicism. Logically it is 
insoluble ; and practically in certain states of 
society it has made Catholic disabilities inevitable. 
It could be escaped only when the presuppositions 
on which it is based had ceased to carry conviction. 
We can afford to-day to smile at them ; our an- 
cestors could not. 

Meanwhile the enactments of Theodosius ir. and 
Valentinian III., which punished the slightest 
deviation from the received orthodoxy as a crimen 
publicum, gave the Augustinian tlieoiy the force 
of law, and laid the foundation of the Inquisition 
(q.v.) ; Europe went back into darkness for more 
than a thousand years. 

The Code of Justinian (529) collects, co-ordinates, 
and completes all previous enactments against here- 
tics, schismatics, apostates, blasphemers, pagans, 
and Jews ; and Isidore of Seville (636) imposes 
on the ruler the duty of repressing error in religion. 
The barbarian invaders of the empire brought 
with them from their native wilds a high conception 
of personal liberty. This acted as a check upon the 
imperial legislation, the use made of which in the 
earner Middle Ages was moderate. ‘ Keligionem 
imponere non possum us, quia nemo oogitur ut credat 
invitus,’ was the answer of Theodoricus when the 
Jews of Genoa asked permission to rebuild their 
synagogue ; and Cassiodorus (480) puts into the 
mouft of the Gothic king Theodatus the fine words, 
‘Cum divinitas patiatur diversas religiones esse, 
nos unam non audemus imponere ’ { Vance, x. 26). 
But the evil root was there it needed only a 
favourable season to put forth' its fatal growth. 

‘Entre temps avait commence la s^rie des meurtres Juridi- 
ques pour d^fit d’opinion ' (S. Reinach, Orpheus, Paris, 1909, 
p. 383). , 

The moderation of a Gregory the Great was due to 
circumstances rather than to principle ; paganism 
was extinct, heresy infrequent — the Latin mind 


was not speculative, and the ecclesiastical belief* 
and institutions of the period met its needs. 

The close of the 10th cent, brought the da\ra of 
a new age. Oriental infiltrations disturbed the 
slumbers of Western orthodoxy; the wide-spread 
corruption of the clergy was felt to be intoler- 
able ; the Crusades enlarged the horizon and also 
stirred the passions of Europe. The embers of 
sectarian hatred were kindled, as in modem anti- 
Semitism, by the prosperity of the Jews and 
Saracens ; cupidity inflamed religious zeal. 

‘L’iglise ne fut pas si t)Tanmque pour le plaisir de I’fitre, 
amis parce qu’elle avait ses finances i m^nage^^(l6. p. 427). 
And on this head there was little to choose be- 
tween the spiritual and the secular power. Here, 
as there, the economic motive, if nnavowed, was 
invariable; it lit the brand of the inquisitor; it 
sharpened the axe of kings. The end in view was 
submission rather than orthodoxy : 

‘ Disobedience to the Church was sufficient ; resistance to It* 
claims was heresy, punishable here and hereafter with all the 
^nalties of the temporal and spiritual swords’ (H. 0. Let, 
Hist, of the Inquisition of the iliadle Ages, lii. 189). 

Of the bloody crusade, against the Stedinger* 
(1229-36) a contemporary writes : 

‘ Principalior causa fuit inobedientia, quae ecelere Idololatriae 
non est inferior’ (ih. note). . 


The duty of inquiring into offences whether against 
faith or morals was originally part of the episcopal 
office. But episcopal zeal was fitful. The Capitu- 
laries of Charles the Great instruct the bishops ‘ to 
make the visitation of their dioceses, to teach 
truth, to correct morals, to ensure the orthodoxy 
of the clergy, and, on the Saxon border, to prohibit 
the celebration of Pagan rites.’ Charles the Bald 
(844) adds the injunction ‘utpopuli errata tnj’Mtranf 
et corrigant.’ But this inquiry was_ supwficial ; 
the warrior prelates of the perioahad little interest 
in the subtleties of theology, and were not extreme 
to mark what was amiss in morals. _ An emer- 
gency beyond the powers of the local hierarcliy lyas 
at hand. Languedoc was an oasis of civilization 
in a desert of barbarism ; and with civilization had 
come expansion of thought. Intercourse with the 
Spanish Moors was frequent and easy; Greek 
travellers and traders had naturalized the specnla- 
tions of the East on Western soil. The clergy 
were held in general contempt ; the papacy had 
lost credit and authority; the menace to the 
Catholic theocracy was imminent^ and extrenie. 
From this period dates the technical use of the 
terms ‘Inquisition’ and ‘Inquisitor.’ From an 
episcopal the Inquisition became a papal tribunal. 
Innocent iir. commissioned certain Cistercians to 
exercise legatine jiowers in the suspected territories: 
the result w’as that carnival of sheer wickedness ot 
which Milman writes : . , , i 

‘Never in the history of man were the great eternal prindpies 
of justice, the faith of treaties, and common humanlW so 
trampled under foot as In the Albigensian war (Sist, of i/O 
Christianity*, London, 1872, v. 426). 

Amauld of Citeaux, writing to Innocent, thus 
describes the sack of Bdziers : ' 

‘Nostri non parcentes ordini, sexui, vel 
mUIia hominum in ore gladii peremerunt; ’'®Xon” 

itrage permaxima enoiiata est tota civitas et succensa, uitlone 
ilvina m earn mirabiliter saeviente * (see Lea, 1. 1&4,/. 

CfBsarius of Heisterbach adds that, when the 
Invaders drew back, fearing that certain of their 
own faction might be involved m f 
massacre, the legate urged them on to finish the 

*^‘°Caedite eos: novit enim 

nnumerabiles occisi sunt in civitate ista in 

^v’tiie middle of the 13th cent, the Inquisition 
baKlIn into the hands of the neijdy-founded 
Dominican order, the appeal being only ^ Bo^- 
rhis pontifical Inquisition wm e/en more memi 
ind more atrocious than its better knowm Spanwh 
jounterpart (see INQUISITION and Office, 
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Holy), It sent to the flames Albigenses, "VVal- 
denses, Spiritual Franciscans, Hussites, and so- 
called sorcerers by the thousand ; it was the instru- 
ment of political intrigue and of private vengeance ; 
terror and desolation followed in its train. And 
it was as hypocritical as it was cruel and corrupt. 
Joseph de Maistre has the efirontery- to plead 
that it shed no blood. No, it left the last penalty 
to the magistrates, who incurred excommunication 
if they refused or delayed to inflict it.' The form 
of death by burning was introduced in 1231, indul- 
gences being granted to those who contributed fuel. 

‘ 0 sancta simplicitas 1’, said Hus, when a country- 
woman threw her faggot on his pyre. 

Its procedure was, if possible, more odious than 
its penalties. The Directorium Inguiiitorum of 
Nicolas Eymerich (Borne, 1685) gives a detailed 
account of the methods employed— the spy system, 
delation, secrecy, torture, the union in one person 
of judge and accuser, the hindrances put in the 
way of the victim’s defence, the direct interest of 
the tribunal in a condemnation which secured the 
confiscation of the property of the accused. This 
procedure exercised a corrupting influence on the 
criminal jurisprudence of the Continent which has 
not been wholly exorcized even in our own day. 
Lea, the historian of the Hiquisition, writes ; • 

*Of all the curaei which . « • [it] brought In Its train thtff» 
perhaps, was the greatest— that,' until the closing years ol the 
eighteenth century, throughout the greater part of Europe, the 
inquisitorial process, as developed for the destruction of heresy, 
became the customary method of dealing with all who were 
under accusation * (h £60). 

England escaped the contagions its laws reflect 
the lay, not the clerical, mind. 

A relative toleration was extended to Jews — 
partly from historical, more from economic motives ; 
financial necessity set bounds to religious zeal. 
And pagans were technically exempt from eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction, though the exemption was 
less real than nominal, few, if any, pagans being 
found where it prevailed. In eacn case two con- 
flicting theories lay side by ride unreconciled. 
Neither Jews nor pagans, being nnhaptized, were 
subjects of the Church; yet, on the other hand, 
‘Corapelle intrare’ applied with no less force to 
aliens without than to wanderers from within. 
The inconsistency was solved in practice; The arm 
of the Church was long, ana neither Jew nor 
pagan who came within its reach had reason to 
boast that his lot was more tolerable than that of 
the heretic; though the latter was its more legiti- 
mate prey. • ■ 

In the Middle Ages, as at other times, an under- 
current of rationality ran under the tide of ignor- 
ance and fanaticism. In his Defensor Pads (1324) 
Marsilins of Padua repudiates the dominant OT, 
or theocratic, interpretation of Christianity. 

* Moys! legem Deus tradidit obsemndam in statu vitae prae. 
senlia, ad contentiones humanas dirimendas, praecepta tallum 
speclaliter continontem ; ct ad hoc proportionaliter ee habentem 
humanae legis quantum ad aliquam suf partem. Veruni hujus- 
modi praecepta in Evangellca lege non tradidit Christus, sed 
tradlta vcl tradenda supposult in humanls Icgibus, quae obser- 
rarl et principantibus secundum eas omnem animam humanam 
obedlrepraeciplt, in his saltern quod non adversaretur lejd ^utis' 
(li. 21B : ct. Jllinmn, vil. 408). 

The gospel, he says, is the only authoritative law oi Christian- 
ity ; it gives no coercive power or secular Jurisdiction to pope, 
bishop, or priest. The Church is the whole assembly ol the 
fatthtul. Yith regard to the clcrgj', the question is not what 
power was possessed by Christ, but what He conferred on the 
apostles, what descended from them to the bishops and presby- 
ters, what He forbade them to assume, what is meant by the 
power of the hej's. The clergy, then, have no coercive power 
overherctlcs, Jews, or infidels. Judgment on them is by Christ 
alone, and in the other world, though they may be punished by 
the temporal ruler if they offend against the civil law. He 
remarks acutely that the observance of the divine precepts is 
by no means invariably enlorced bv the human legislator, and 
draws the conclusion that the heretic is punished because ho 
transgresses not divine but human law. 

_ It is a short step from this to the reflexion that 
liberty of conscience is not properly open to any 

VOL. IX.— 48 


restrictions except such ns are imposed in the 
interests of public order and for the safety of the 
State. 

Such speculations, however, were for the few; 
the many were not ripe for radical solutions; 
they tooK, as their custom is, the middle way. 
The popular mind is liable, generally under the 

E ressure of fear, to sudden accesses of fanaticism ; 

^ ut, at least in the later Middle Ages, while accept- 
ing the principle that the heretic was an offender, 
it resented the execution of the laws against heresy 
where this execution was exceptionally cruel or 
on a large scale. Our own attitude to capital 
punishment is not dissimilar. We acquiesce in the 
death penalty in extreme cases ; hut with the pro- 
viso, ‘odiosa restringenda snnt.’ We are ready to 
find reasons for not inflicting it, and we should 
resent its being indisoriminalriy or lightly applied. 
This temper gained ground, though slowly ; and 
its growth ex^ains the discredit into which, except 
in Spain, the Inquisition had fallen in the 16th 
centuiy. This discredit was a condition of the 
Reformation. Had the Reformers found them- 
selves opposed by the resistless forces disposed of 
by Innocent ill. and Simon de Montfort, the 
movement would in all probability have gone down 
in blood and lire. 

In Spain, where the unity of the monarchy was 
of recent date, patriotism and zeal for Catholicism 
went hand in hand. Three main causes led to the 
hold obtained by the Inijuisition over the Peninsula ; 
(1) the distriistivith winch tlie forced converts from 
Judaism .and Muhammadanism wore generally 
regarded ; (2) the desire to strengthen the monarchy 
against separatist tendencies; (3) rapacity — the 
Victims were rich, and the confiscations oh a large 
scale. The tribunal began its work in 1481 . Before 
the year was out, 298 victims had been burned in 
Seville; and the Jesuit Mariana compntes the 
victims in the two dioceses of Seville ana Cadiz at 
2000. Llorente gives a total of some 32,000 (Reinach, 

: writing in 1906, more than trebles the figures) sent 
to the flames between 1481 and 1809, when the last 
‘ heretics suffered, a Jew being burned and a Quaker 
[ hanged. Bat the executions represent a fraction 
only of the injury inflicted on the nation. Jews, 
Moors, and Moriscos, or Christianized Moors, were 
banished to the number of about 3,000,000 ; and, 
as they were the most prosperous and intelligent 
members of the community, the loss to trade, 
industry, and agriculture was incalculable ; in 
seventy years the population sank from 10,000,000 
to 6,000,000. Spain, once the rival of France and 
Britain, fell to the rank of a power of the third 
class. 

Both in Madrid and in Rome the Inquisition 
struck high. An archbishop of Toledo died under 
a capital sentence, the last Catholic archbishop of 
Canterbury, Pol e — ‘ Carnifex et Flagellum Ecclesise 
AnglicaniB lUnder a charge of heresy. And_ it 
had the courage of its opinions. The condemnation 
of Galileo, 

* reo d’aver veduto 
La terra volgersi intomo al eole,' 

placed the Church in a dilemma from which she 
suffers to this day. Either the condemnation was 
infallible, in which case infallibility is shattered, 
or it was fallible, in which case (for it was not till 
1835 that the Copemican teaching was tolerated) 
for more than 200 years Catholics were hound to 
give interior assent to what was nntmo. A recent 
apologist urges that one error is an insufficient 
ground for questioning the competence of so august 
a tribunal as the Inquisition. He adds, however : 

•Maljri tout I 53 ''gens de peu de fol " dont parle I’Evangile— 
ct ils sont nombrenx— crai^ent encore Instlnctivemcnt qne ce 
qul cst aTriv6 une fols no ee rcnouvelle. Et cette frayeur, ccUe 
» tentatioa de doate, qu*on le veuille ou non, eat une consequence 
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lointaine et durable de la condamnation de Galilde’ (E, Tacandard, 
Eludes de critique, 1st ser., Paris, 1906, p. 886). 

The historian will hesitate to endorse V acandard’s 
praise of the ‘prudence bien connue des congre- 
gations romaines.’ The Inquisition has been as 
impotent for good as it has been potent for 
eviJ. 

‘It introduced a system of jurisprudence which infected the 
criminal law of all the lands subjected to its influence, and 
rendered the administration of penal justice a cruel mockery 
for centuries. It furnished the Holy See with a powerful 
weapon in aid of political apgrandizement, it tempted secular 
sovereigns to imitate the example, and it prostituted the name 
of religion to the vilest temporal ends. It stimulated the 
morbid sensitiveness to doctrinal aberrations until the most 
trifling dissidence was capable of rousing insane fury, and of 
convulsing Europe from end to end. On the other hand, when 
atheism became fashionable in high places, its thunders were 
mute. Energetic only in evil, when its powers might have been 
used on the side of virtue, it held its hand ' (Lea, ill. 650}. 

3 . Modern attitude. — ^When the question of the 
attitude of the Roman Catholic Church of to-day 
towards persecution is raised, a distinction must 
be made. The members of this Church, being men, 
are involved in the human movement ; and, as this 
is humanitarian, it is natural that they should 
resent the charge of intolerance, and endeavour to 
shift the inconvenient burden from the Church to 
medisBval society and the mediteval State. So argue 
not only popular writers, but scholars such as 
Hergenrother (Catholic Church and Christian 
State, Eng. tr., London, 1876, essays xvi, and xvH.). 
But the Church is precluded by her principles from ! 
taking this position : the Decree Lamentabdi, ' 
1907 (prop. 63 f.), excludes the notion of develop- 
ment or process from religion ; and, as the Church 
stands or falls with the papacy, so, the papacy 
stands or falls with the principle of persecution. 
The Syllabus of 1864 condemns the proposition, 
‘Ecolesia vim inferendi potestatem non habet’; 
and Leo X. condemned among the errors of Luther 
the proposition, ‘Haereticos comburi est contra 
volnntatem Spiritus’ — from which, says Hergen- 
rother, ivith a certain naivetd, ‘ it only jrollowa that 
it is .not contrary to the spirit of Christianity to 
punish heretics with death by fire ’ (ii. 309). In the 
words of Lord Acton, 

• The Inquisition is peculiarly the weapon and peculiarly the 
work of the Popes. It stands out from all those taints in which 
they co-operated, followed, or assented as the distinctive feature 
of papal Borne. It was set up, renewed, and perfected by a 
long series of acts emanating from the supreme authority In the 
Church. No other institution, no doctrine, no ceremony is so 
distinctly the creation of the papacy, except the Dispensing 
powers. It is the principal thing with which the papacy is 
identified, and by which it must be judged. 

The principle of the Inquisition Is murderous, and'a man's 
opinion of the papacy is regulated and determined by bis opinion 
about religious assassination. 

If he honestly looks on it os an abomination, ha can only 
accept the Primacy with a drawback, with precaution, suspicion, 
and aversion for its acts. 

If he accepts the Primacy with confidence, admiration, uncon- 
ditional obedience, he must have made terms with murder’ 
(Letters to Mary Gladstone, ed. H. Paul, London, 1913, p. 
147 f.). 

The greatest names of the Counter-Reforma- 
tion are not free from this stain ; , the hands of 
its saints are red with blood. And to argue that 
these men acted in accordance with their prin- 
ciples and the principles of their religion, as no 
doubt they did, only throws the difficulty farther 
back. 

The catena of authorities is unbroken. Pius T. 
and Gregory XIII. were privy to conspiracies against 
the life of Elizabeth, and Gregory applauded the 
massacre of St. Bartholomew ; Clement VIII. 
denounced the Edict of Nantes ; Innocent X. the 
Peace of Westphalia ; Pius VII. protested against 
the freedom of conscience clauses in the Bavarian 
Constitution of 1800 and the French Charter of 
1814. In the Encyclical Mirari vos (1832) Gregory I 
XVI. proclaims ; J 


‘Ex boo putidissimo indififerentismi fonte, absurda ilia fluit 
ao erronea sententia, seu potius deliramentum, asserendam esse 
ac vindicandam cuilibet libertatem conscientiae ’ ; 

and the ideas - of Leo xiii., though expressed in 
milder form, do not emerge from the iron circle of 
necessi^ in which the Catholic theory oi revela- 
tion and the doctrine of exclusive salvation compel 
the received teaching to move. The good faith of 
the popes— even the popes of the Albigensian 
Crusade and the Counter-Reformation— need not 
be questioned; they thought to do God service, 
by stake, axe, and cord. But, says P. von 
Hoensbroeoh (Das Papsttum in seiner sozkd-htl- 
turellen Wirhsamheit, Leipzig, 1906-07, p. 180), 
there can be no more conclusive disproof of tlie 
divine ori^n of the papacy than the good faith of 
the popes in their age-long work of blood. 

It is probably, safe to say that the Church will 
never again be able to reduce these principles to 
practice. ;The_ world’s tide runs strongly in the 
opposite direction ; and, this being so, the question 
of what would be her policy under circumstances 
which are in fact excluded does not arise. But 
domestic tyranny is more than a possibility. The 
saner and more moderate elements in Roman 
Catholicism have suffered, even in our own time, 
under the tyranny of the hierarchy; and the 
Church is, and will be for long, so important a 
social and political factor in European life that 
this cannot be a matter of indifference either to the 


civil power or to the community at large. A sect 
may administer its own affairs unchecked-— ‘ de 
minimis non curat praetor* — ^bnt a Church which is 
a world force cannot be entrusted with unlimited 
autonomy ; the pre-Revolution absolutisms, taught 
by long experience, saw this more clearly than the 
new democracies of to-day. Ruffini (Religious 
Liberty, ch. xxi.) gives the modem State the alter- 
natives of separation — as in the United States and 
in France since the abolition of the concordat of 
1801 — or what he calls ‘ jurisdictionalLsm,’ under 
which, as in England, and in France before 1906, 
the Church of the majority, while enj’oying certain 
official privileges, is kept under a certain State 
control. If the former is better adapted to com- 
munities in which no religious body possesses a 
decided preponderance in numbers or influence, 
there is much to be said for the latter, where the 
majority of the citizens belong to one commimion 
and profess, or at least accept, one creed. Here 
‘ a free Church in a free State ’ may be a doubtful 
benefit : majorities need restraint ; and the con- 
science of the community as a whole is more to be 
trusted than that of any section of it, clern^l or 
lay. Where the control of the community is imsent 
or ineffective, the clerical caste, experience shows, 
magnifies its office unduly. The clergy are good 
servants, but bad masters ; the mspst ruler is ne 
who distrusts ecclesiastical liberties most pro- 
foundly, and proclaims the sovereign as 
causes and over all persons whether ecclesiMtmal 
sr civil within these his dominions supreme. . -P” 
it is less to external circumstances or political 
arrangements than to the slow growth or 1 1 
reason and conscience of mankind that we m^ 
look for the solution of the problems— many 01 
which, it will be admitted, are still open— which 
in older world than ours cut by the sword of P - 
secution. The unity of religion, as m genemi or 
ill that falls under the head of spint, is a unity 
ink nf nnnfcPTit,. but of idea, of direction, of move- 
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PERSECUTION {Modem Christian),— At the 
close of the 15th cent. Christendom was at a low 
ehb, geographically arid nuriierically. The once 
flonririiing churches of the Par East had been 
almost destroyed by the Mongols, those of the 
Near East subjugated by the Turks. But the 
northern States of Scandinavia and Britain were 
in communion with Rome, the kings of Franco had 
adjusted their quarrel with the_ popes, and the 
Holy Roman Empire seemed again a reality when 
the vast possessions of Spain were under the s.ame 
ruler. Western Christendom was compact, united 
in doctrine and in organization. The Fifth Lateran 
Council sat without realizing that the whole system 
was undermined, and that within eight months of 
its rising the match would be lit. 

Two theories which led to persecution ns a duty 
held the field. Tlie one was that a body of truths 
existed, some still latent, some explicitly stated in 
dogmas, necessary and vital ; so vital that, unless 
a man accepted .them, he would without doubt 
perish everlastingly. The other was that Christen- 
dom formed a single body, with a spiritual arm 
and a secular ; when the former had done its best 
to reclaim an erring member and had failed, the 
latter must punish.^ There was room for discus- 
sion as to the precise inter-relation . of the two 
arms, but there was no room to doubt the duty of 
suppressing every book and person challenging 
recen ed truth. 

The characteristic of the last four centuries is 
that these theories have been emphatically tra- 
versed, that their corollary of persecution has been 
repudiated, that a counter-theory is now widely 
held, asserting the soul’s direct responsibility to 
God and the freedom of conscience from the 
dominion of man. Thus the history of persecution 
in this period will show it regarded (1) as a religions 
duty, (2) as a political expedient, (3) as a political 
blunder, and (4) os a sin against God. 

t. A religious duty.— For centuries it had been 
seen that it was needful not to wait for outward 
manifestation of error, but to probe into possible 
sources, and for this purpose there hud been many 
forms of the Inquisition (o.u.). As episcopal inde- 
pendence had lessened, dioeesan inquisitors had 
become unimportant, and the Roman Curia had its 
own agents. Thanks to the zeal of the Spaniard 
Dominic, the Black Friars were usually the papal 
inquisitors. In the 16th cent, others came to the 
front, but, however agents and^ methods varied, 
the theories and policy of the Cuna reraamed, with 
only natural growth. . 

Hadrian VI. had served an apprenticeship ns in- 
quisitor in Aragon before he became pope. 

. Ho brought to Home 'the Spanish idea 

within;' '■ r, ”*.■ 

tion c' ‘ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ' ■ . ■ 

way, ■ : ' ■ ■ ■ .. ■ ■ i ■ 

head.’S 

Spain, indeed, had worked out a most cficctiye 
form of Inquisition, ns will bo seen ; after experi- 
ence with It Cnralla reorganized the panm Inquisi- 
tion on its lines. Thus in 1542 a special ConCTcga- 
tion of the Holy Office was founded in Rome. 
Six cardinals — their number ivas afterwards im 
creased to thirteen — were empowered to arrest ana 
imprison all suspected heretics, and to try all cases 
of lioresy, on both sides of the Alps. They might 
institute minor tribunals, and thus create a world- 
wide organization. 'SVithin the papal States there 
was no conflict with civil authorities, and the 
inquisitors began at once; by negotiation wuth 
Italian princes they soon acted more ■)videly ; but 
most rulers declined to admit their jurisdiction, 
and preferred to deal with heresy by other machi- 

ISccJVnnj. Uojraliri!>J.Soc., Srfter,,T.1101im 
3 A. H. Ncwm-in, A Jfantial qT Chttnh nuttny, PhuadelphU, 
1003. tt. S33. 


neiy. The Congregation was quite successful in 
Italy; eight or nine Protestant congregations 
were dispersed, and persecution ceased bccarise 
uniformity was restored. 

The Holy Office saw that to deal only with man 
was futile, and it systematized the censorship of 
books (see Office, the Holy). Caraffa, now 
Pope Paul IV., drew up an ‘ Index Librorum Pro- 
hibitomm,’ which fotbade the use of any hook 
from any one of Cl printers, or written by anj* one 
of a much longer list of authors, including even 
Erasmus. This was so drastic that it was dis- 
cussed at Trent, and a commission framed ten 
mlcs to be observed in revising it ; the Tridentino 
Index came out under Pius rv, in 1564. The work 
proved so great that Pius v. created a special Con- 
gregation of the Index (see Ikdex). 

SpuiD fnmisliGd Rothg w'ltli flnotbcr grcG.t« &gcnc\ ^ 
Ignatius Loyola brought his military ideas to the 
service of the Church, and the Jesuits {q.v.) soon 
surpassed the Dominicans in zeal and ahility. An 
early instance of their success may be given from 
Upper Austria, where most of the nobles had 
accepted Lutheranism.* 

Fcr^nund gave the Jesuits permission to settle In VIenn*, 
and In a few years they had rejnvenated the universities. In 
1B02 one ot their pupils was made ■vicar-mncral of Styria; 
under Instructions from Clement vn., and with the aid of 
Ferdinand given contrary to his guarantees, the entire Protes- 
tant population was forcibly converted or expelled within 
24 years. 

The Jesuits were the soul of the Conntcr.Rofor- 
mation ; their methods in Bohemia were of the 
same type, and equally successful ; the Anabaptists 
were driven into Hungaiy at a month’s notice ; tlio 
Moravian Church was almost obliterated, and the 
name of John Hus passed into oblivion. 

To trace the activities of these two Congrega- 
tions and of the Jesuits were needless j their prin- 
ciples are unchanged. Even such im'stics ns the 
Spaniard Molinos and the French FiSnclon were 
condemned, and the JauBonist movement was 
stopped. But, when Jesuit influence became 
paramount in Rome, the papal assertions deserve 
record. 

Bible societies were in 1816 termed bjj Pins vil. 
a * fiendish instrument for the undermining of the 
foundation of religion.’* Leo Xli. said ten years 
later : 

‘Every one eeparated from the Romnn Catholic Church, how- 
ever unblamable In other respecta his life may be, l)ecauso of 
this sole ogcnce, that he is sundered from the unity of Christ, 
has no part in eternal life ; God's wrath hangs over him.’* 

Pius VTn. began Iiis pontificate by denouncing 
liberty of conscience. Grugoiy XVI._ in 1832, con- 
sidering the Belgian declaration in favour of 
religious liberty, pronounced this a mere ‘ delira- 
mentum.' Pius IX. in 1861 codified many papal 
principles in bis Syllabus of Errors : 

Error 21 Is: ‘The Cliurch has not the power of defining 
dogmatically that the religion oi the Catholic Church is the 
only true religion’; error 24 is: ’The Church has not the 
power of availing herself of force, nor any temporal power 
director indirect': error 78 la: ’In certain Catholic countries 
it is rightly provided by law that Immigrants thither shall enjoy 
public exercise of their own religion.’* 

Six years later the Vatican Council acknowledged 
that the authority of the Roman pontiff is immune 
from error ; and in 1878 Leo XIII. declared that the 
utterances of the St/llabus are clothed with that 
authority. Modernism is denounced ; modernists 
are excommunicated. Pins X. reorganized the 
Roman Curia into eleven congregations, of which 
the Holy Office is first and the Index seventh, 
and they are closclj’ related. . 

The former, savB Benedetto OJettI, ' Judges heresv, and the 
offences that lead to suspicion of heresy ; it applies die canoni- 
cal punishments incurred hy heretics, rohismalics, end the like. 
In this the IloIyOfilce differs from all the other congregations.'* 

1 Newman, li. SS4. *76. iL4fO. */f.. iU 148f. 

* ytefa Sar^ltr Sedit, Rome, 16C5 ; Newman. U. £07. 

* CE xiii. 13S». 
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And it is the only congregation of ■which there is 
no other president than the pope himself. 

The Jesuits, thanks especially to J. P. Koothaan 
and P. J. Beckx, have won almost complete control 
of the Curial thought, policy, and machinery. 
One illustration of summary action may suffice. 

Henri Lasseiro translated the Gospels into French, and pub- 
lished the version in 1887 udth the imprimatur o( the archbishop 
of Paris and the approval of the pope. On 19th Deo. the Con- 
gregation of the Index forbade it to be published, and ordered 
all copies to bo surrendered ; next day the pope approved this 
decree, ■without comment or explanation, in the most solemn 
form. 

Joseph BlStzer* justifies such action on the 
grounds that religious, belief is * something objec- 
tive, the gift of Godj and therefore outside the 
realm of free private judgment’ ; that tlie Church 
is ‘ a society . . . whose first and most important 
duty must naturally be to retain unsullied this 
original deposit of faith.’ James Bridge = states 
that, 'though the Church exercises that right [of 
coercing, rail Christians] for the most pa’'b by 
spirituw sanctions, she has never relinquisV.ed the 
right to use other means.’ To a Eoman Catholic 
such action is not technically ‘ persecution ’ — this 
can be inflicted only on the Church, not by the 
Church ; it is , simply the lawful and necessary 
exercise of discipline. 

Hitherto we have dealt only with proceedings 
initiated or approved by the court of Eome, where 
its responsibility is not denied. Its principles may 
now be considered' as applied by the Hapsburgs in 
Spain and the Netherlands. 

,(«) Spain. — ^Ferdinand and Isabella obtained a 
bull in 1478 empowering them to establish a royal 
inq^nisitioh to investigate the genuineness of the 
religion of the * New Christians ’ of Jewish descent ; 
the scope of this was soon enlarged to enable those 
of Muslim descent to be dealt with also. Under 
Torquemada the Holy Office was allowed to frame 
its own rules. Soon it became independent of the 
bishops, entitled to call in the aid of all civil author- 
ities, able to disobey even the pope. Thirty-two 
years after its foundation ah inscription was placed 
on its headquarters at Seville to the effect that 
about 1000 people had been burned, and about 
20,000 had been condemned to penances. In 1609 
Philip III. was persuaded to banish all the Moriscos, 
or Christians descended from the Muslim Moors ; 
the' measure was carried 'out so thoroughly that 
more than 2,000,000 are supposed to have been 
exiled. Thenceforward the Inquisition turned its 
energies in other directions. It spread throughout 
all the Spanish possessions, except where special 
arrangements were made, as in Naples, Sicily, and 
the Netherlands! Thus all the New World allotted 
to Spain by the Eoman See was under its jurisdic- 
tion, and any native who relapsed from Christi- 
anity to his ancestral faith was at its mercy. 

More dubious were the rights of the Inquisition 
over foreigners, and an illustration may be given 
which displays the normal procedure, without any 
sensational features.* 

Hugh Wingfield of Eotherham, with five other goldiera from 
the ' Gahriel,’ was captured in the ordinary course of war during 
1592, and was put in the royal prison of Tenerille. The pro- 
moter fiscal of the Holy Office appeared before the inquisitor, 
denouncing him as a pirate, heretic, and apostate ; a prima facie 
case was established, and he was removed to the cells of tlie 
Inquisition. These were so far from being places of torment 
that the prisoners used to open them after dark and spend the 
evening together. Within a week Wingfield was examined, and 
he acknowledged that he had ‘ never heard Mass, as it is not said, 
out only the -service used by the Protestants of England; and 
that this is the religion instituted by Calvin.’ Further, he 
declared that he could not abandon a religion that he knew, and 
promise to follow one that he did not know ; but he desired to 
know the truth. After instruction for a fortnight, he acknow- 
ledged that the new religion of his country was bad, that in her 

1 CE viii. 26-*. 2 Ib. xi. 703*. 

3 * English Merchants and the Spanish Inquisition in the 
Canaries,’ Royal Hist. Soc., 1012, pp. 83-62. 

* lb. p. 41. 


and all her opinions lay the soul’s perdition, and he asked to be 
received into the Holy Catholic Church. He was then tau'-ht 
the prayers ; as he fell ill, he was taken to hospital and nursed ; 
in June 1693 he was released on parole. This he broke, and 
escaped, and it is recorded sadly that this usually happened. 
The incident elicited orders from Seville not to deal with such 
cases, but to take proceedings against foreigners only when they 
oBended against the faith within the dominions of the Spanish 
crown, or while the ships were anchored in the ports. The local 
inquisitor disobeyed these orders, and on Slst Deo. 1697 some of 
Wingfield’s companions were among eleven Englishmen deult 
with at a public auto de fi by imprisonment, confiscation of 
goods, etc. ' 

The Spanish Inquisition came to be detested 
by orthodox Spaniards.^ A young priest named 
Padron was admitted about 1790 to discussions 
with Protestant ministers at the house of George 
Washington in Philadelphia (the date and place 
are highly significant). Being asked how he could 
defend a Church that had invented the Inquisition, 
he attacked the Spanish Inquisition, declaring it 
to be the work not of the Church, but of the royal 
power, and to be contrary to the spirit of the 
gospel. ' Franldin invitea him to preach this 
publicly, which be did in the Eoman Catholic 
church of Philadelphia. The sermon wp trans- 
lated into English, and repeated by a parish priest 
to an enormous audience. Padron then toured the 
States with the same theory. Such was the story 
told by Padron in 1813, when he was deputy from 
the Canaries to the Cortes of Cadiz, met to discuss 
the suppression of the Inquisition. He denounced 
it there as a spurious growth, a clog upon the 
Church, an' insult to Spanish lovalty to Catholi- 
cism, and a u.surpation or episcopal authority. Such 
attention did his speech attract that it was trans- 
lated by the Englislradmiral and published.* 

Meanwhile Joseph Bonaparte, who had sup- 
pressed the Inquisition in 1808, turned over the 
archives to Llorente, its former secretary, that its 
history might be written. The results were pub- 
lished in Paris, 1815-17, much to the subsequent 
discomfort of the author. His accuracy was ohal- 
lenged but never disproved, and an English abridg- 
ment appeared in 1826. ■ Meanwhile Ferdinand Tr’ll. 
bad restored the Inquisition, but it was agam 
abolished in 1820. 

The theory propounded by Padron was elabor- 
ated and defended by JosepTi de Maistre, a Sayo- 
yard whose ■works include a treatise on the Spanish 
Inquisition, and a book entitled TAe Pope; con- 
sidered in his Relation with the Church, Temporal 
Sovereignties, etc.* The latter work, originally 
published in 1815, is a classic for Ultraraontanes, 
and the modem starting-point of the development 
culminating with the Vatican Council. His theory 
has the great advantage for orthodox Eoman 
Catholics that they can lay the blame of the ex- 
cesses of the Inquisition on royal shoulders, not on 
papal. To American readers they can protest^ 



Iff Uiwut w*4w w**—- - — a ■; — - - ^ 

her footsteps. Bloodshed and persecution form no part c 
creed of the Catholic Church.’^ ^ 

. It is further possible to praise the pope for pr^ 

venting the Spanish Government from esteblishing 

its Inquisition in Naples , or Milan, which then 

belonged to Spain, so great was his 

its cruelties.’* This appears ^ imply that the 

Inquisition in Calabria was not the 

the papal, as T. M. Lindsay also 

the trLtment of the Waldenses Cosenza Eom 

1555 to 1561 was the work of the Holy Office mor 

•They^ere exterminated by sword, by 
summite of cliffs, by prolonged confinement m deadly p 


1 ■ English Merchants and the Spanish Inquisition In the 

Canaries,’ Royal llist- Sm., 1912, p. xi. London, 1830. 

-’ British Museum, 40(1. h. 37. EnR. tr., 

4 James Cardinal Gibbons, The Faith of our Fathers, B»i 
more, 1893, pp. 293, 285. 

5 Ib. p. 298. 
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*t the stake, in the mines, in the Spanish galleys. One hundred 
elderly women were first tortured and then slaughtered at 
Montalto. The survivors among the women and (iSdren were 
sold into slavery.' 1 i . ■ 

It is regrettable that the sword was used'for the 
effusion of blood, for ‘the Popes denounced and 
laboured hard to abolish its sanguinary features,’ 
says Gibbons.® On the whole theory of de Maistre, 
be it noted that the Spanish Inquisition was based 
on a papal bull, and was enlarged • by a papal brief 
of 1571, that popes heard appeals from the Inquisi- 
tion, exempted whole classes from its scope, and 
intervened often in its doings, in 1816 torture 
bad been abolished in all the tribunals of the In- 
quisition, it is hard to see why the popes hud not 
exercised their authority, which had availed to 
suppress Templars and Jesuits, to curb the Spanish 
Inquisition. 

(o) The iVe(Acr/£tJ!cfe.— Motley has told in detail 
how Charles V. and his’ son Philip of Spain dealt 
with the Low Countries. In April 152-2 Charles 
appointed Van den Hnist as inquisitor-general, 
and by brief in June next year Hadrian vi. com- 
missioned him to act concurrently with the epi- 
scopal inquisitors. Emperor and pope acted most 
harmoniously; Clement Vil. and Paul HI. confirm- 
ing the successive heads, Charles issuing their in- 
structions. Philip confirmed these instructions 
before he had been a month on the throne, _ besides 
appointing fourteen new bishops, each with two 
special inquisitors. It was asked why the Spanish 
Inquisition was hot introduced, and Philip ex- 
plained to his half-sister, ‘ L’lnouisition des Pays- 
Bas est plus impitoyable que celle d’Espagne.’ * A 
few illustrations of his statement may be given ; 
details will be found in T. J. van fimglit, Hct 
Bloedigh Tooncel, Dort, 1660, Eng. tr., Lancaster, 
Pa., 1837 5 and Gorrit Brandt, Historie der Be- 
formade, Amsterdam, 1677, Eng. tr., London, 
1720-23. 

The town-clerk ol Antwerp was obliged to stand on a plat- 
form, to retract certain opinions eaid to bo set forth in a preface 
that he had written, and to bum the book ; he was then im- 
prisoned and banished. Jan Walen of Krommeniesdijkc and 
two friends were bound to stakes with chains, and, a lire being 
idd round them, they were slowly roasted to death. This 
form of capital punishment was reserved for Ana^ptist men, 
the w’omen being drou-ned. h-hen the Anatwptista tried to 
emigrate, five vessels on which they were sailing were sunk 
with all on board ; the others were taken back, and the heads of 
the leaders were exposed on poles. After eight years of this the 
Anabaptists began to defend themselves, and the fall of Munster 
was the signal for a special edict against them. Men who made 
converts were to be burnt to deatli ; men who were rc-baptired 
but recanted were to be alaln with the sword, women were 
■‘only to be buried alive.*'* 

The papal-imperial Inquisition of the Nether- 
lands must not be confounded vvith the ancient 
episcopal Inquisition, nor with tho secular Council 
of Tumults created by Alva in 1507- This dealt 
not with heretics, but with traitors treason was 
defined so as to include signing petitions against 
the Inquisition and tolerating field-prencbing. By 
this time there were other heretics than Ana- 
bjiptists, and tlieso were more defiant. Alva WToto 
to the king saying that early one Ash ‘Wednesday 
he had arrested 1500 in bed, and adding, ‘ I have 
ordered all of them to bo executed.’ Before long 
there was an insurrection, which did not, and does 
not, seem to be regarded with such horror as the 
defence of Jiliinstcr. By 1607 the Spaniauls had 
to oi\-n themselves beaten so far that the^northem 

S rovinccs were treated as independent. Prom that 
ay the Netherlands has been the home of religious 
freedom, where the ncwtlieorj- a-ssailinw the founda- 
tions of persecution took shape and whence it was 
spread abroad. 

I T. M. Undsav, Bisiory afthe BtfcrnxaUcn, Edlaburgb, IPOT, 
tl. OOU. 

2 P. CDC. 

* J. L. Motley, Jlf« o/ the Du:eh Republic, new ed., London, 
UnSm^Vfes. ' Ji>. H. EM. 


.2. A politicM expedient — ^In the cases considered 
thus far the impelling motive was religious, the 
emphasis being laid on the peril to the soul. But 
persecution has often spning from another motive 
— the desire to. unify and consolidate the State. 
This may be illustrated from the history of 
Germany, England, New England, Russia, Franco, 
and Portugal. 

(а) Germany. — Tho precedent was set hero by 
the Elector of Saxony in 1528, when bo sent 
Melanchthon and other i-isitors round his domains 
with instructions to deprive nonconforming priests 
and to banish dissenting laymen. 

. * For the prevention of mischievous tumult and other incon- 
veniences, we will suffer neither sect nor separation in our 
territory.’ I 

Three years later Melanchthon considered the 
fate of Mantz, drowned at Zurich by the Zwing- 
lians, and lie M-xote to Myconius that tho Ana- 
baptists were diabolical and not to be tolerated ; 
their leaders everywhere ought to suffer the utmost 
punishment.* He and Zwingli based their views 
on the political need of unity, for no Anabaptist 
had given sign of active resistance. The policy 
was crystallized into the maxim for Gemianj'. 
‘Cujus regio, illius et religio.’ This was applied 
against Lutherans in 1731, when some 300 repre- 
sentatives assembled in Salzburg to consider the 
danger in which they stood. They entered into a 
salt-covenant to hold fast to tho evangelical faith. 
This was treated as rebellion ; soldiers were quar- 
tered on all evangelical families ; and on Slst 
October all were ordered to be banished because 
of the covenant. Most went to Lithuania, and a 
few to Georgia in America, which was founded for 
their benefit by Oglethorpe. 

(б) England. — ^The Tnaors laid stress upon uni- 
formity, which was almost unknown before, ns 
tlie 3 ' believed that it was nccess,ary to make and 
keep England great, Henrj- vil, applied the 
method in secular departments, his son in ecclesi- 
astical affairs. A dramatic exhibition was given 
when on SOtli July 1540 six preachers were drawn 
from the Tower of London to Smitlifield, where 
three were burned for licrcs 3 ’ and three were 
banged and quartered for treason in denying 
Heniw’s supremacy over the Church. Three Acts 
of Uniformity were passed under Edward and 
Elizabeth ; similar enactments were frequent for 
half a century after 1640. Ejectments of clergy 
who failed to change quickly enough were common 
till tho reign of William and Mary. Persecution 
was most violent under Mary Tudor and Elizabeth. 
The former acted on tho advice of Spaniards, and 
doubtless from religious motives. S. K. Gardiner* 
reckons that in three j-c.aTs277 persons were burned 
to death for their religion. Elizabeth reverted to 
her father’s ideal, and aimed at a united England ; 
ns she sought a via werfin, she liad to deal ■with 
two parties. The Roman Catholics, who reckon 
253 martjTs from Cardinal Fisher in 1535 to Arch- 
bishop Plunket in 1681, claim 189 in the reign of 
Elizabeth, who must bo allowed the benefit of tho 
plea of her father and Alva, that these men were 
executed for treason; and, further, that mo.st of 
them came to England knowing the law and in- 
tending to defy it ; that the pope had by bull de- 
posed her and absolved all persons from allegiance ; 
that most of the accused could 1)0 pardoned on 
taking the oath of allegiance. On the other side, 
Dutch Anabaptists were burned ; English Separa- 
tists were hanged, imprisoned, fined, or banisheii. 
The lcgislation of 1593 typifies the Tndor position. 
Popish recusants were confined to a circle of five 
niifcs round their birth-place. The balancing Act 

1 C. Bcart, The ReformaHon in Ut Relation to Modem 
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against Protestants decreed that any person refus- 
ing to come to his parish church liad the option of 
forfeiting all his property and going abroad per- 
manent!;^ or of being executed. Under this Act 
six Baptists were condemned to death as late as 
1664; it was to avert the scandal of such an 
execution that Bunyan was illegally detained in 
pi'ison for twelve years. 

The distinction between spiritual and secular 
was retained. An ecclesiastical court only excom- 
municatedj but, if an accused person did not make 
his peace within foi-ty days, the fact -was signified 
to Chancery, whence a writ went to the sheriti' to 
arrest and imprison until the ecclesiastical court 
was satisfied. The last case of burning for heresy 
occurred in the reign of James i., and it gave such 
scandal that no later writ of significavit is extant. 
From that time the High Commissions became the 
favourite courts. Penalties now seldom amounted 
to death. Roman, Catholics were either fined £20 
a month or, if that did not afiect them seriously, 
deprived, of two-thirds of their lands. For Pro- 
testants prison and branding were preferred. 
Dorothy Trask died in 1645 after having been 
fifteen years in jail for the crime of , regarding 
Saturday as the Sabbath. 

The period 1640-60 must be separately studied. 
After that the reign of Charles ii. showed the inten- 
sified difficulty, of the situation, which again was 
met by violent persecution, always under the forms 
of law. Charles had the task of trying to restore 
unity, when Dissenters pl^otted with Holland and 
Roman Catholics with France, when the navy- 
yard struck if the new Conventicle Act was 
enforced, and Parliament voted no money till it 
was carried out. , The jails were crowded : in 
December 1661 there were 289 Baptists in Newgate 
alone ; a year later there were 214 Baptists and 
Quakers. Even in 1672, on the intercession of a 
Quaker who had assisted his escape from England 
twenty years before, Charles found 491 men to 
deliver from prison, whose sole offence was peace- 
able worship outside the parish churches. Fearing 
that his crown was in danger if the persecution 
continued, the king issued a declaration of indulg- 
ence, and licensed 4215 dissenting teachers or 
houses. Next year, - on financial threats from 
Parliament, he withdrew the declaration. As it 
was supposed to have been prompted by favour to 
the Roman Catholics, popular fury turned towards 
them, and a series of judicial murders took place 
on the initiative of some perjurers. Then the see- 
saw dipped on the other side ; more ministers died 
in jail; and after the abortive invasion of Mon- 
mouth the progress of Jeffreys gave rise to a new 
Western martyrology. 

Peace was restored to England only by the com- 
promise of 1689, which conceded a limited freedom 
of worship at the cost of civil disability. Since 
then persecution has been either sporadic or illegal, 
or of the : privative kind which confines fran- 
chise,, office, and emoluments to certain favoured 
classes. 

(c) New. England . — Much less known is the 
action of the Pilgrim Fathers. In .1650 they 
passed a law forbidding people to meet on the 
Lord’s Day from house to house in Plymouth.* 
On 2nd October nine men and women were pre- 
sented for so doing. There was no suggestion of 
any riot; they were worshipping quietly. Governor 
William Bradford, who signed that law, had four 
years before described the early experience of 
himself and his friends, keeping ‘ their meetings 
every Sabbath in one place or another, exercising 
the worship of God among themselves.’ ^ He must 

1 Journal of the Friended Sist. Soe. sliL [1916] 37. 

2 Bradford MS, folio SI ; printed by E. Arber, The Storv of 
the Pilgrim Fathers, London, 1897, p. 70. 


have had a very strong sense of the need of keeping 
his little colony homogeneous. Under his successor 
the Pilgrims used the stocks, the cage, the jail ; 
they fined, confiscated, whipped, banished, till the 
Restoration ended their scandalous doings.* When 
such things were done in the green tree of 
Plymouth, the state of affairs may be readily 
imagined in the dry tree of Boston. There the 
persecution culminated in hanging four Quakers 
on the common early in 1660. But the Puritans 
at least were thoroughly consistent, and acted 
from loftier motives. With them the desire for a 
unified territory was accessory to a genuinely 
religious feeling, as with Calvin, whose conduct in 
the case of Servetus had set them the example. 

{d) Russia. — In few lands is there such close 
blending between Church and State as in Russia. 
It arises out of the circumstances in which Muscovy 
achieved independence. , The clergy did much to 
promote the organization by -which the rule of the 
Muslim Mongols was ended, and the invasion of 
the Roman Catholic Poles was repelled. Before 
the 15th cent, ended, a grandson of the Kaisar at 
Constantinople had as Tsar transplanted the 
Byzantine. traditions to Moscow, whose archbishop 
he caused to be recognized by the four Eastern 
patriarchs as a fifth colleague. The royal house 
soon died out, and a grand national assembly chose 
a son of the patriarch to be Tsar. In the middle of 
the 17th cent, the patriarch Nikon instituted many 
reforms with the support of the Tsar and of all the 
bishops but one, vAo was deposed, flogged, and 
kept in prison till he died mad. . The laity and 
many clergy resisted ; persecution led to civil war. 
In 1667 Nikon was deposed by an ecclesiastical 
council, but. the schism continued ; even to-day, 
after constant oppression, the Old Believers are 
supposed to number 12,000,000. Peter the Great 
averted the risks arising from future pretensions 
of any patriarch by abolishing the office and 
instituting a holy governing synod, composed 
chiefly, of bishops nominated by himself, and pre- 
sided over by himself or a lay deputy — very like 
a Tudor High Commission with Thomas Cromwell 
at its head. This change wm enforced by more 
persecution, and a new rebellion was subdued. 

Two generations later Catherine II. took oyer 
all the capital of ecclesiastical property, paying 
the clergy and monks regular salaries ; it was a 
good precedent for the French National Assembly, 
thou^ the Ecclesiastical Commission of 1886 
applied the principle in England only to the 
bishops. But Catherine’s extension of boundary 
brouMt under her sceptre Lutherans of the Baltic 
and Roman Catholics of Poland, so that the homo- 
geneous province of 1600 has swollen to a hetero- 
geneous empire, with new ecclesiastical problems. 
To-day in a population of - 125,000,000 there are 
14,000,000 Muslims and 6,000,000 Jews, the T®”®' 
cntion of whom is not here dealt with; m tnc 
Christian population Roman Catholics,' Lutheran , 
Old Believers, and Armenians are large 
though altogether they are not a quarter ot tue 
number of the State Church. In theory thwe 
general toleration ; in practice there is **°^'*“*? . 
the kind.® Propaganda is forbidden ; at the bwc 
of times a minister of a sect can be 
for one building.and one conOTegation, while poiiw 
frequently attend to watcln Prison, „S 

removal to the Caucasus or Sibena, and ««*'® ? 
the constant experience of such ministers, ana 
of many lay Dissenters. icn-PBUt 

(e) loanee.— The religions wars of the 
resulted in the Edict of Nantes 
privileged position of toleration to the H 

1 Journal of the FriendfBist.Soe. ^t^^^lfconieienee in 
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(j.v.). LonisxiV. could not brook such division, 
and, prompted by others with different motives 
from his, he set to work to unify his realm.^ Bitter 
nersecution led up to the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes in 1685, the expulsion of all ministers, and 
the most strenuous measures for the conformity of 
the laity. The reaction came with the French 
Eevolntion a century later, but the proclamation 
of ‘liberty, equality, and fraternity’ on 14th July 
1789 proved illusory. The National Assembly 
adopted Catherine’s plan with ecclesiastical pro- 
perty, and went farther. The monastic orders 
were abolished, and a new civil constitution was 
framed for the Church. Of 136 bishops only four 
took the oaths, and 79 new prelates had to be 
found ; the parish clergy resisted, and 600 are said 
to have been massacred at Avi^on alone. The 
Legislative Assembly was anti-Christian. It 
ordered Paris to be cleared of priests, and three 
weeks' later 300 clergy were mastered in prison, 
thus ushering in the Reign of Terror. This 
culminated in November 1793, when Christianity 
was formally abolished, and the existence of God 
was denied. 

(/) Porfupaf.— This counti^ affords an earlier 
case when a great Roman Catholic corporation 
sufferai persecution. In 1750 the kingdom was 
under clerical influence, especially that of the 
Society of Jesus.^ A series of economic reforms, 
the organization of trading companies, and the 
development of the colonies brought the State and 
the Jesuits into sharp collision. If Richelieu 
would not tolerate an ecclesiastical imperium in 
imperio, no more would Ppmbal. In 1759 the 
Society was expelled from all the Portuguese 
dominions, and its funds were sequestered. In 
extenuation of this action, it may be pointed out 
that the governments of France and Spain, also 
staunchly Roman Catholic, felt obliged to take 
similar steps eight years later, that the pope 
refused to permit the Spanish Jesuits to land in 
Italy, that even the Austrians withdrew support, 
and that the next pope suppressed the whole order 
for ever. He set in the forefront of his reasons 
that the Jesuits ruined souls by their quarrels and 
their compromises with heathen usages. The bull 
has never been withdrawn. Another pope, equally 
infallible, reconstituted the order, which silently 
re-established itself in Portugal, and was a second 
time expelled in 1834, and a third time in 1910. 
On neither occasion was any action taken against 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy and parochial 
organization or against public worship. TheState 
has thrice been obliged to defend itself against a 
powerful international organization, whose charac- 
ter was declared by the papacy to be bad. Roman 
Catholicism is still the religion of Portugal. The 
constitution both permits the Protestant religion 
and lays it down that no one can be persecuted for 
religious reasons so long as ho respects the religion 
of the State and commits no offence against public 
morals. Nor is this a dead letter ; a priest who in 
1904 caused a Protestant worker to be assaulted 
and robbed was sent to prison for 35 days. 

3. A political blunder.— 'When different religious 
parties were more evenly balanced, therulers some- 
times saw that the only chance of internal peace 
was a wide toleration, and that persecution would 
be a mistake. An early example is found in 
Poland, where, to avert cml war. Calvinists and 
Lutherans were tolerated from 1552, and Mennon- 
ites were invited by the king to come and settle, 
with the promise of religious freedom. On his 
death a compact of "Warsaw during the interregnum 
assured on 28th Jan. 1673 absolute religions liberty 
to jjl ‘ dissenters from the religion.’ So also in 

1 A. Weld. The Surprestiem of the Society ef Jetext I'n the 
Portuffueee Deminiom, London, 1877. 


the Netherlands, where William of Orange, himself 
successively Catholic, Lutheran, Cahinist, bad to 
insist that there must be mutual concessions ns the 
price of bare existence in the face of Spanish 
troops. He carried his point first in 1576 with a 
Pacification of Ghent and again in the Union of 
Utrecht, 

Rulers were assisted to see their way to this, by 
the wide , acceptance of a new political theory 
oririnated by Calvin,* published in his Jnstitutes, 
and thus spread over the whole Western world. 
It reached English readers first in the Politike 
Potoer of Bishop John Ponet, 1556 : 

. ‘Men ouebt not to obeie their enperiourthet shall ootnmsundc 
them to 000 anything against Ooddes Word. . . . Princes 
•busing their ofEce may he deposed by the body of the whole 
congregacion or commonwealth.’ 

Five years later all could read Calvin’s closing 
words : 

‘If they (the three estates in everie realmcj winke at kinpes 
wilfully Taping over and treading down the poor communaltie 
. . . they deccitluHy betray the iiberUe ol the people, whereof 
they know themselves to bee appointed protectors ty the ordl. 
nance of Ood.’S 

Acting on Knox’s exposition of this theory, the 
Scots deposed the queen regent in 1559, and the 
parliament ratified the Revolution on that ground. 
Beza’s Droit des magistrats (1573) and Phinppe de 
Momay’s Vindiciee contra Tyrannos (1679) gave full 
scope to the theory ; and in 1681 the Estates of the 
Netherlands solemnly deposed Philip, justifying 
the act in their declaration of independence. 

The Italian jurist Hierom Zancluus, teaching in 
Germany, added to Aquinas’s doctrine of passive 
resistance the obligation to active resistance. 

• If for the sake of religion you oppose yourself to the king, 
you oppose yourself not to power but to tyranny, and unless 
you do BO oppose yourself, you act contrary to divine and human 
law.'* 

The doctrine was repeated at Heidelberg by the 
German David Pareus ; 

‘Inferior magistrates may Justly, even by arms, defend the 
commonwealth and church or religion against a superior 
magistrate.’S 

His book had the honour of being burned by 
James I., who blinded himself to the fact that 
roost of his thinking subjects accepted this theory. 

These books were chiefly political, many by 
lawyers and statesmen ; they were widely circu- 
lated and translated, England demanded new 
editions after 1640, and the_ dogma that perBccu- 
tion for the sake of religion justifies armed resist- 
ance and deposition led again to appropriate 
action. And, whereas the Continental thmkers 
were from the upper ranks, it was a representative 
council of the army which in August 1647 drew 
out sixteen proposals as the basis of a treaty with 
the king. One proposed to abolish all coercive 
power in ecclesiastical officers, another to repeal 
the Uniformity and Conventicle Acts, a third to 
make the recent Covenant voluntary rather than 
obligatory. Two months later a body of democrats 
presented to this council a manifesto styled ‘ the 
Agreement of the People,’ which they considered 
and amended. After an interlude of a second war 
the army presented it formally to the House of 
Commons in January 1648-49. 

The ninth danse deals with religion, and provides * that, to 
the public profession so held forth, none be compelled by penal- 
ties or otherwise; . . . that such as profess faith in God by 
Jesus Christ, however differing in Judgment from the doctrine, 
worship, or discipline pubilcly ect forth, as aforesaid, shall not 
be restrained from, but shall be protected in, the profession of 
theirfaith and exercise of religion, according to their consciences. 
In any place except such as shall be set apart lor the public 
worship.' t 

* H. D. Foster, ‘The Political Theory ol Calvinists before the 
Puritan Emigration to America,' in Amer. Utst ihrr. xxt 
tl916HSL 

1 * InstitxUee, »v. xx. 81 (Norton’s tr.). 

i * Op. Theoi., Heidelberg. 1013, Ir. 799. 
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This document is the careful definition of ‘the 
Good Old Cause ’ for which the army declared 
itself to have fought. In the Instrument of 
Government (16th Dec. 1653), defining the constitu- 
tion under which the Commonwealth was governed, 
tlie above provisions were incorporated’ word for 
word. 

The nation was by no means ripe for such ideas, 
and the six years of the Protectors did not educate 
it as the forty-live years of Elizabeth had done. 
Moreover, from the beginning Cromwell was 
recreant. When he confined recusants within 
their radius of five miles, he was only continuing 
Elizabeth’s plan, and availing himself of a specisu 
exception in the Instrument. When he heavily 
lined prelatists who rebelled, he again applied 
Elizabeth’s plan, and might say. that rebels came 
off lightly with only fines. But he forbade ejected 
ministers to teach in schools, and set new prece- 
dents of persecution destined to be used against 
his supporters. And he turned on them also; 
orders went to Scotland to see that no Baptist 
should teach in a school or hold any office of trust. 
Faithless to his own express announcement a few 
years earlier that the State regarded efficiency and 
not opinions, Cromwell did the veiy thing that he 
had forbidden Crawford to do, and weeded the 
army' of Baptist officers.. Before his death he was 
persecuting many parties, and was fiercely de- 
nounced by the leaders ' of 1647, some of whom 
republishett the Calvinist doctrine in the pamphlet 
Killirh no Murder, in May 1657. After his death 
‘ the Good Old Cause ’ revived, but its leaders were 
in a minority, and, with the restoration of the 
Presbyterians to power in 1659, persecution was 
both legalized and practised freely for a generation. 

The literary campaign continued, dealing with 
the political aspects of the matter; and it called 
forth writers or very different types. Sidney and 
Locke were of the Christian school ; the essay 
Concerning Toleration was drafted at Oxford dur- 
ing the cruelties of 1666, but was completed and 
was first published most apprpp’riately in Holland.* 
Almost immediately Parliament accepted the view 
that persecution had failed to secure unity and was 
a political blunder. The Toleration Act was passed 
in 1689. The Eainbow Club of the Huguenots 
discussed the matter, and P. Bayle’s Dictionnaire 
historiqiie et critique (4 vols., Kotterdam, 1697) 
leavened Continental thought. Voltaire, after an 
English sojourn of 1726-29, returned to ring the 
changes for half a century on the motto ‘ Ecrasez 
I’infftme ! ’ ‘ Down ivith persecution ! ’ The deists 
and the Unitarians took up the cause. It found 
champions such as Mill, Buckle, and Lecky. A 
statement from an agnostic standpoint was repub- 
lished in 1893 by Leslie Stephen in his essay on 
‘ poisonous opinions.’ * 

4 . A sin against God. — There was a momentary 
glimpse of this view by Luther at Worms, but he 
soon lost sight of it ; and the familiar confessions 
of the Keforination admit the right of the civil 
authority to, coerce in matters of religion. Speci- 
ally noteworthy is the general unanimity of Cal- 
vinist theologians in affirming not only the absolute 
independence of the spiritual courts in matters 
spiritual, but also ‘ the duty of the civil authorities 
to carry out their spiritual sentences to their ap- 
pointed civil consequences.’* Against such a doc- 
trine the continuous, direct, and elaborate Biblical 
indictment of persecution begins with Englishmen, 
enjoying the actual liberty secured at Amsterdam 
by the wisdom of William in the teeth of the 
Calvinist ministers. 

1 Bpistola de ToUrantia, Gouda, 1639. 

2 A.n Agnostic’! Apology and other Essays, Londoti, 1893, 
‘Toleration,' p. 242ff. 
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A group of exiles from Gainsborough set doum 
twenty short propositions in 1609, one stating that 
excommunicated persons are not to be avoided in 
what pertains to civil affairs. This was soon 
complemented by this statement ; 

• ‘The magistrate is not by verttie of his office to meddle with 
religion, or matters of conscience, to force and compell men to 
this or that form of religion, or doctrine ; but to leaue Christian 
religion free, to euery mans conscience ... for Christ onelie ii 
the king, and lawrgiuer of the church and conscience.’ i 

In 1614 a citizen' of London residing in Holland 
OTesented to King James a small book called 
Religions Peace : orapleafor liberty of conscience. 
Wherein is contained certain reasons against perse- 
cution for religion. Next year appeared another 
little work, Obiections answered by way of dia- 
logue, wherein is proved . . . that no man ought to 
be persecuted for his religion, so he testae his 
allegeance by the oath appointed by law. In 1620 
another pamphlet came from the same group, 
A most humble supplication of many of the kings 
majesty's loyal subjects '. . , who are persecuted 
only for differing in religion, etc. Eight' editions 
appeared of these three works, ,quite apart from 
antiquarian reprints.® 

The next assertion of the principle of liberty was 
made, not against the Stuarts, but against refugees 
from them who reproduced their policy op Calvin’s 
principles. Anne Hutchinson arrived in Boston 
in 1634, was refused admission as a member of 
John Cotton’s church, and so began a conventicle 
in her home. As Cotton tried to stop it, Roger 
Williams copied out some extracts from the 1620 
book and sent them to him, initiating a war of 
pamphlets. The Company formally forbade new 
churches to organize without consentdf the officers 
and of the elders in existing churches ; whereupon 
the elections .turned on this prohibition. The 
sitting governor was defeated, and Henry Van^ 
the champion of freedom, was chosen ; but with 
1637, the persecutors returned to power. They 
secured their victory by expelling Mrs. Hutchinson, 
Williams, and many other opponente. Others left 
in disgust, some going to Connecticut, but Vane 
to England, where he continued his championship 
against the Scots commissioners in the Westminster 
Assembly, breaking with Cropwell in 1650 largely 
on the same issue, and being imprisoned by him in 
1656 because he protested against the Protector s 
persecution of the Episcopalian clergy. 

Meanwhile the victorious ministers and elders on 
Massachusetts Bay followed up many refugees, and 
tried to assert authority over the Island of Khoaes. 
Williams was sent to London to secure exemption 
from the Company’s jurisdiction. There he pub- 
lished in 1644 a long criticism dedicated to Parlia- 
ment and entitled. The Bloudy Tenent 
tion,for Cause of Conscience, discussed. _ riiisis a 
standard work, examining the onestion on a 
Biblical basis. It led to a long debate in new 
England. , _ 

Old England also was roused to' the question. 
Christopher Blackwood proclaimed that 
of conscience was a pillar of Antichrist, pe 
London Calvinistio Baptist churches, 
confession of faith, were equally clear, and, as 
confession was keenly criticized, they 1 

and dedicated it to Parliament, was alwut 

to enforce uniformity. They declared that tuey 
would willingly submit to all civil laws, but coum 
not submit to some ecclesiastical laws ; tiier 

they would accept the consequences in 

One of the signatories took stronger ground next 
year, propounding 50 questions to the . ; Jpg 
Divinis on the subject of compulsion. Obtaining 
no answer, he expanded them into a book 

"Tjohn Smyth, Worts, Cambridge, IS*?' mii.Mfd 
2 Tram on LibtHy of Conscience and Eeriecution 
EDoUys Society), London, 184a 
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necessity of toleration, with a long title defying 
the Assembly and Parliament. This he printed 
and published without the censor’s imprimatur.* 
The same year Rhode Island codified the laws 
passed hitherto without legal authority. On 10th 
May 1647, summing up what had been already 
stated and acted upon for nine years, the four 
to\vns enacted under their charter that ‘all men 
may walk as their consciences persuade them, 
every one in the name of his God.’ “ 

Two years later Lord Baltimore, Roman Catholic 
proprietor of the colony of Maryland) sanctioned a 
Toleration Act which drew the line only at two 
points : reproachful words against the Vir^ Mary 
were punishable with fine, whipping, and, banish- 
ment ; denial of the Godhead of any of the three 
persons of the Trinity entailed confiscation of 
goods and death. This law, however, was repealed 
five years later after a revolution, when the Puritans 
from Virginia obtained the upper hand ; they 
banned ‘popery, prelacy, and licentiousness of 
opinion.’ * The policy and practice of Rhode Island 
remained unchanged. Jews were welcomed as 
settlers, and enjoyed the right of public worship as 
early as 1658. Five years later a charter was 
obtained from Charles, with a provision that ‘ no 
person within said colony at any time hereafter 
shall be in any wise molested, punished, disquieted 
or called in question for any difierences of opinion 
in matters of religion.’ * Thus the theories adopted 
and expounded by Englishmen fifty years earlier 
had won their way to permanent embodiment 
under the auspices of the same religious com- 
munion. Freedom was won, and was not used 
selfishly to enslave others, but was held for all as 
a trust from God. 

S. The antithesis in practice.~l8saes were now 
fairly joined, and the results exhibited. Persecu- 
tion was either a duty to God or a sin against God. 
The results in a few countries may be glanced at. 

The Provincial Congress of Massachusetts on 
9th Dec. 1774 resolved in words ‘ that the establish- 
ment of civil and religious liberty to each de- 
nomination is the sincere wish of this congress’ ;* 
but no deeds followed. In August 1789 a com- 
mittee of the Baptist churches in Virginia memo- 
rialized Washington, and next month the first 
amendment to the draft constitution of the United 
States declared that Congress should ‘ make no law 
respecting any establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech or of the press.' ® In 1832 
even Massachusetts, the earliest and the latest 
home of intolerance and persecution, gave up the 
relics of the union of one favoured Church with 


the State. 

Progress was slower in England. Money penal- 
ties were exacted regularly m the city of London 
till a legal decision of 1767- Tithes are even yet 
payable tiiroughout Great Britain to the Estab- 
lisiied Churches. Freedom of the press came 
almost by, an oversight, not because of Alii ton’s 
Areopagitica. Persecution under legal forms con- 
tinued till after the Napoleonic wars, when, at the 
cost of acquiescing in large money_ grants to the 
Church of England, Dissenters obtained the repeal 
of the Conventicle Act; the Test and Corporation 
Acts also disappeared in 1828. Only within liring 
memory have the grammar-schools and universities 
in England been opened again to all, or offices 

1 Robert Wolsh, jln Apptal from the Judgmenti of Great 
Sritainrerpecting the tT.o'., Phliadclpbia, 1819, pp, 429-435. 

1 JReeords pf the Coiony, etc., 10 vols.. Providence, 1850-05. 
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been made technically available. Still there is a 
social boycott in many respects; in some towns no 
one need hope for the mayoralty, whatever eminent 
services he may have rendered, unless he will be 
at least an Occasional Conformist. 

Latin America was long governed by men 
imbued -n-ith Roman CathoTio ideals. After the 

E olitical revolts last cenfcuiy the opposition was 
eaded by men largely indifferent to religion, if 
not actively hostile. A typical case is Alexieo ; 
the issues were clearly stated, and literally fought 
out between 1857 and 1867. The Plan dc Tacxihava 
upheld the special rights^ of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Roman Catholicism as the sole religion, 
and censorship of the press. The liberals fought 
for freedom of religion, freedom of the press, 
nationalization of Church property, and abolition 
of special tribunals for ecclesiastics. They won, 
but the temper of the clericals remains. In 1887 
the Defensa Catolica declared that ‘true cliarity 
consists in opposing one’s neiglibonr, in injuring 
him in his material interests, in insulting him and 
in taking his life, always supposing that it is done 
for love of God.’* This is not empty talk. At 
Atzala in 1876 a Protestant church was set on fire 
during service, and, as. the worshippers came 
oat, they were hewn down by a fanatical moh. 
Even in 1898, at Irapuato, a Protestant girl was 
dragged to the public square and tlireatened with 
burning. 

Some other States have not yet reached the 
Mexican position even in theory. The fourth 
article of tlie Peruvian Constitution declares that 
‘the nation professes tlie apostolic Roman Catholic 
religion ; the State protects it, and docs not permit 
the public worship of any other.’* Tlie penalty is 
no longer death, nut there are severe disabilities. 
In practice every one doing Protestant work must 
be prepared to risk his life. In 1909 a colporteur 
was mobbed at Dores do Turvo in Brazil, the priest 
calling on the people to bum him. In Paraguay 
a priest stirred up the people to kill the heretic if 
he did not leave, and he was restrained only on an 
appeal to the government. Nor are such incidents 
peculiar to the other side of the world. Tales like 
these are constantly being reported as to Roman 
Catholic priests on the Continent. In the diocese 
of Trier a worker finds a priest walking beside 
him all day and every day, warning the people; 
in Styria, Italy, and Brittany workers are boy- 
cotteu, food is refused, and any one who heeds 
them is threatened with eviction ; mobs are raised 
against them in Caraiola and Posen ; they are 
arrested illegally in Lemberg, Spain, and Portugal. 
So strong is Roman Catholic influence in these 
countries that protection can seldom be obtained, 
redress hardly ever. Such conduct is the logical 
issue of the Roman Catholic theory. Under neces- 
sity a Roman Catholic may imieed abstain from 
molesting a heretic; only, as one of themselves 
states it, ‘ if expedient, lie would imprison you, 
fine you, possibly he might even hang you. But 
be assured of one thing, he would never tolerate 
j-on for the sake of the “glorious principles” of 
civil and religions liberty.'* 

Against such dangers the counter-measures of 
Portugal in 1910 liave already been noted. Very 
similar measures had been constitutionally taken 
by France between 1901 and 1905. Religiousorders 
were forbidden to teach in school ; then tliey were 
dissolved; Napoleon’s concordat with the Vatican 
was formally abrogated ; liberty of conscience and 

1 H. W. Brown, Latin America, New York, 1901, p. 247. The 
whole book Is relevant. 

* /6. pp. 148, 173 ; Bce also Geraldine Gains ess, Peru, London, 
1900, p. 77. 

* IL W. Brown, p. 247. The Incidents In this pararraph arc 
in the report* of the British and Fortian Bible Societv for 19!S 
and 1900. 
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the free practice of public -worship were guaranteed 
to all. 

But, when a State finds itself confronted by a 
great international organization like the Roman 
Catholic Church, powerful enough to defeat Bis- 
marck in fourteen years and make him come to 
Canossa despite his defiance, then even ordinary 
legislation seems sometimes insufficient.- It is no 
small tribute to the insight of the Rhode Islanders 
that in 1638 they drew the line between freedom 
of worship, assured to all, and the franchise, 
granted only to those who upheld that principle as 
iundamentm. They were careful to have the dis- 
tinction made again in their charter of 1663, which 
guarantees absolute religious liberty to all settlers, 
whether freemen or not. And substantially the 
same point is made in the Constitution of 1789; 
freedom of worship is promised to all, but no one 
can become a citizen of the United States without 
acceding to that constitution which promises it. 
Americans discern that an unlimited toleration 
risks suicide ; those who would persecute, had they 
the power, are not admitted to power. Roman 
Catholics therefore try to minimize their principles 
in the United States. Gibbons has a chapter 
glorifying civil and religious liberty, which opens 
thus : 

‘A man enjoys religions liberty when he possesses the free 
right of worshipping Qod according to the dictates ol a right 
conscience, and of practising a form of reiigion most in accord- 
ance with hie duties to Ood. . . . The Catholic Church has 
always been the zealous promoter of religious and civil liberty.' t 

But two years later the pope declared ; 

‘That kind of civilization which conflicts with the doctrine 
and laws of Holy Church is nothing but a worthless Imitation ; 
a7id a meaningless name.’ 3 

He blamed severely every State which grants 
' equal rights to every creed, so that public order 
may not be disturbed -by any particular form of 
religious belief.’ In his encyclical on catholicity 
in the United States it gave him pleasure to 
acknowledge that this was exactly the state of 
affairs there. In another on allegiance to the 
Prenoh Republic in 1892 he declared that the 
separation of State and Church was equivalent to 
the separation of human legislation from Christian 
and divine legislation, an absurdity. Writing on 
the chief duties of Christians as citizens, he stig- 
matized it as an act of consummate wickedness to 
ignore the rights of the Church under pretext of 
keeping the civil law ; in contrast he required 
‘ complete submission and obedience of will to the 
Church and to the Roman Pontiff as to God 
Himself.’ 

American statesmen realize the issues. One 
vice-president wrote ; 

‘The immigrant . . . must learn that we exact full religious 
toleration and the complete separation of Church and State.’ ^ 
Grover Cleveland declared at his inauguration ; 

‘He who takes the oath to-day to preserve, protect and 
defend the constitution of the United States, only assumes the 
solemn obligation which every patriotic citizen . . . should 
share with him.' * 

No Roman Catholic has ever been faced with the 
conscientious problem involved in taking that 
oath, but every alien who desires naturalization 
shares the obligation to the extent of swearing to 
support the constitution. An official message of 
another president ' states plainly that against all 
who come to war upon free speech, a free press, 
free thought, free schools, the free and unmolested 
right of religious liberty and worship, the gates 
must be promptly and tightly closed.® 

Such utterances of statesmen are based only on 

1 p. xvii. 

* Grtal Encyclical Letten of Leo XIIZ., New Tort, 1902, pp. 

12, 121, 323 261, 185-103. 

3 T. Roosevelt, American Ideals and other Essays, New Tort 
and London, 1S97, p. 6S. 
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political grounds of expediency. It is well to 
recur to the fundamental religious differences, 

‘The true Church.’saj-s Joseph Pohle of Breslau, ‘can tolerate 
no strange Churches beside herself. ... She regards dogmatic 
uitolerance not alone as her incontestable right, but also as a 
sacred duty.'i 

G. H. Joyce states that 'the right of the Church to invoke 
the aid of the civil power to execute her sentences is expressly 
asserted by Bonilaoe \m.' This, he adds, is theologically 
certain, but practically impossible at present.^ 

The counter-theory was lucidly expressed more 
than 300 years ago by Leonard Bnsher : 

‘It is sin for kings and governors to destroy their subjects lot 
difference of religion, at the persuasion of their bishops.'S 
Lirwu-TUBE. — ^This is indicated in the article. 

Ta T\^hitijEV 

_ PERSECUTION (Indian). — In the indigenous 
literature of India, whether Vedic or classical 
Sanskrit or of more recent date, there is little that 
would suggest the existence of a state of religions 
persecution. References are abundant to the 
rivaljy of creeds and systems, giving evidence of 
conflicting beliefs and the worship of many gods, 
whose spheres and authority are not always recon- 
cilable. Previous, however, to the irruption of 
Muhammadanism, whose fierce and intolerant 
character is reflected in its records, Indian litera- 
ture shows little trace of religions diflerences com- 
posing themselves by other than peaceful means. 
This ' re.sult is perhaps to be anticipated on the 
basis of two considerations ' at least. (1) On the 
one hand are the nature and contents of the litera- 
ture itself, wanting as it is for the most part in 
the historical element. The motive power of the 
persecution may be religious bigotry or zeal, but 
its conduct and execution are within the domain of 
history, and, where the records fail, deeds of perse- 
cution may also pass unnoticed. Moreover, the 
early literature is the creation of Brahman writers, 
and has been preserved almost entirely in the 
hands of the dominant caste, and gives exprMsion 
to tlieir point of view. They would be little likely 
perhaps to record deeds of violence and wrong 
done to others whom they regarded as inferiors, 
especially where religious prejudice entered into 
the account. Such acts would either be unheeded, 
as in tlie natural order of things, or be as speedily 
as possible consigned to oblivion, as occasion not 
for Doasting but tor silence. That the latter argu- 
ment does not in all instances hold good the 
example of Muhammadan bistoriana serves to 
prove, „ 

(2) Indians also, like all Orientals, are naturally 
tolerant of variant belief. Differences app^l to 
them ordinarily as basis for discuKion and con- 
troversy, not for violent repression; and the 
victory at which they aim is dialectic, and relies 
upon argument and persuasion, not upon brute 
force. It is only under the influence of excite- 
ment, as at the great festivals, or of pressure from 
without that they endeavour to put down religious 
differences with a strong hand, and to enlist 
authority and the social order in the service o 
creed and the rights and privileges of 
lished faith. In this respect the change m Indm 
feeling and practice within the last half century 
has been most marked (see below). Under such 
circumstances all Orientals are liable 
of frenzy, which exhibits itself m deeds 
little relation to the ordinary rules of conduct ana 

^^Althoughthe early and successive 
the Aryans brought into the Panjflb and N. iMi 
cult differing from and snpenor to ‘hf 
animism of the aboriginal tribes of 
other origin, in the course of *t,p 

were either destroyed or more usually 
bondmen and slaves of their conquerors, 
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no indication of religious animosity or persecution. 
If the Atharvaveda, as is probable, gives expression 
to the thought and religious habit of these primi- 
tive peoples, the contact inspired contempt and 
abhorrence in the minds of the ruling caste, but the 
■Tiltimate issue was stringent non-intercourse, not 
forceful repression of distasteful opinions and 
practices. A broad and simple animism, ■whether 
of a more or less advanceu character, is indeed 
little likely to persecute in the name of religion. 
Neither are its convictions sulficiently deep and 
strong, nor are they differentiated in sufficiently 
marked a degree from the beliefs and usages of 
the surrounding animistic tribes of lower culture. 
It is the higher religions, with more definite con- 
ceptions and securely held creeds, tliat deliberately 
adopt a policy of compulsion towards those whose 
cherished beliefs differ from their own. 

There is therefore little or no real evidence of 
persecution in India even on a limited and local 
scale prio; to the advent of Islam. In the Hindu 
law-books and elsewhere references are to be 
found to atheists and heretics, hut they hardly 
convey the impression of an active intolerance, nor 
do they enjoin repression or interference in any way 
with heterodox custom or belief. The high-bom 
Snataka, e,g., is not to honour heretics, even by a 
greeting.* On the other hand, he is, not to dispute 
ivith them.® Elsewhere atheism is declared to be 
a minor offence, involving loss of caste.® The 
Bruhmana who is an atheist is unworthy to partake 
of the ohlations to the gods and ancestral spirits 
and a kingdom where these prevail or hold rule is 
speedily ruined ; * in such a land the Snitaka 
should not dwell.* Perhajis the nearest appmach 
to a suggestion of persecution is where the king is 
enjoined to banish heretics together with gamblers 
and others from his realm.^ There is little indica- 
tion of ill-feeling, much of the claim to or con- 
sciousness of superiority, so familiar in later times. 
The contact also of ancient Hinduism with the 
daughter or separatist forms of faith. Buddhism, 
Jainism, and others, cannot, be shown to have 
been generally, or except accidentally and under 
unwonted conditions, associated with ■violence. 
Orthodox Hinduism has usually been a kindly 
parent to the numerous rival or reformed sects 
which have originated from within its broad and 
tolerant creed during the course of its Ion" history ; 
and most of these after a brief and troubled career 
have returned into the communion of the faith 
or church from which they sprang. The mutual 
relations have been characterized by dispute and 
controversy, but rarely by active measures of 
repression, unless these have been provoked by 
aggressive conduct on the part of the heterodox 
teachers or communities themselves. Its missionary 
■work also in the days when Hinduism was an 
expanding force was accomplished, as far ns we 
know, by peaceable means, not by compulsion. 

This is essentially true of the relations and inter- 
course between Hinduism and its greatest rival in 
India, Buddhism. The causes and history of the j 
disappearance of the latter from Indian soil are j 
obscure. There is no real evidence, however, that 
it was hastened by persecution from the side of 
Hinduism. Natural and perhaps inevitable decay, 
on the one hand, a revival and rekindling of the 
national faith, on the other, contributed to n result 
which was consummated by the destructive and 
persecuting zeal of the hiuhammadan invader. 
The witness of the Chinese pilgrims, especiaUy of 
HiuenTsiang in the carlierpartof theVth cent. , is the 
most instructive in this respect. Their testimony 
to the wide-spread influence and very numerous 


1 Maiiu, It. SO. 
* It. Hi. 150. 

7 Ib. lx. £25. 


S n. ISO. 

» lb. Tiil. SS. 


S Ib. iL C7. 
« Ib. It. 61. 


adherents of both faiths in India is unequivocal ; 
but the decline in the numbers and prestige of the 
Buddhist schools in the experience of the later 
traveller in comparison with the increasing ascen- 
dancy of Hinduism is marked. The rivalry of tlie 
two faiths, however, was maintained by keen dis- 
cussion and argument, and the victories won were 
victories of persuasion, not of authority and force. 
It is possible, perhaps probable, that sporadic in- 
stances occurred of the use of persecuting methods 
to secure the doivnfall of a despised or dangerous 
heresy or heretical teacher. These were of local 
and transient importance, and do not invalidate 
the general rule and practice ; and, apart from 
vague tradition, there are no instances on record 
where the evidence is sufficient to command assent. 
In the 9th cent, the great constructive teacher and 
dialectician Sankarftchfuya, in the course of his 
extended travels in the north of India, is said on 
occasion to have used his influence and success in 
controversy for the forcible silencing of his adver- 
saries ; and of an earlier thinker and philosopher, 
Kumarila-bhatta, there is a tradition preserved that 
he promoted a persecution of the Buddhists. It is 
doubtful whether in either case the tradition has 
any firmer basis than the natural desire of later 
times to glorify the zeal and ascendancy of a 
famous teacher. A more normal and typical 
exam_ple of the relations between the sects is 
certainly afforded by Hiuen Tsiang’s account of 
the great assembly convened at Allababad by the 
emperor Harshavardhana (A.D. 643), when friendly 
discussions took place between the leaders of the 
different sects and statues were erected on suc- 
cessive days of the festival in honour of the 
supreme divinities of the severnl faiths represented. 

With the coming of Muhammadanism all was 
changed ; and the various religious faiths, which 
hitherto had existed amicably side by side, bent 
and suffered together before the torrent of fanati- 
cism and lust of conquest that swept over the 
land. Islam made no distinction between the 
differing forms of belief and creed that it encoun- 
tered on its onward march. The adherents of all 
alike were infidels and idolaters, whose conversion 
by forcible means, if others failed, was a religious 
obligation ; and death was the penalty of refusing 
to accept the creed of the conqueror. When the 
early woves of invasion had spent themselves, and 
fanatic zeal and hatred ceased to be stimulated by 
the experience of actual warfare against the infidel, 
there was a gradual relaxation of the tension. 
Except when a revival of persecution took place 
under the influence or at the Instigation of a stern 
and fanatic ruler like Aurangzib, the mutual 
antipathy of conqueror and conquered learned to 
accommodate itself to the necessities of a common 
life. And only at the religions festivals or wlien 
the people were carried away by extraordinary 
excitement was there any manifestation of angiy 
feeling or recrudescence of persecuting zeal. It 
remained true, liowever, that, in spite of a not 
inconsiderable degree of reciprocal borrowing of 
tenet and observance, the fanatic spirit was and is 
always present, though latent, and an apparently 
trivial circumstance may at any time precipitate 
an outbreak. In the early centuries of conflict 
and persecution Buddhism seems to have suffered 
most and very many of its adherents were put to 
death. Thus the final blow to a faith already 
decadent, and in process apparently of passing 
away, was administered by ^luhammadan perse- 
cuting zeal. The cessation of the more active forms 
of repression came too late to save the Buddhist 
faith for India. It lives in Bengal and elsewhere 
only in the permanent mark which it has left on 
Hindu usage and belief, and in the borrowed 
figures and names of Hindu gods. 
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Towards Hinduism the attitude of the conquerors 
ultimately became changed. To crush and eradi- 
cate the Hindu faith proved impossible. Violent 
persecutions and massacres were ineffective to 
bring about an alteration either in the spirit or in 
the passive endurance of an entire people. Very 
many, however, suffered death for their religion in 
many parts of India ; and the desolation caused, 
even if the numbers of the slain have been exag- 
gerated in the somewhat boastful records of the 
MusalmSns themselves, extended over -wide areas, 
and WM with difficulty repaired in the course of 
centuries. More peaceable relations were brought 
about when the governing race found its need of 
the assistance of Hindu ministers and officers of 
State to control the country and to gather in the 
revenue. Muhammadan usage and law proved to 
be inapplicable, and could neither be enforced nor 
made fruitful of good results in the presence of 
immemorial prescriptive right and custom tenaci- 
ously held. Native administrators, judges, and 
collectors provided the necessary intermediaries; 
and the asperity of religious prejudice and dislike 
on either side was softened by mutual intercourse 
and the felt need of ' mutual aid. Thus the two 
creeds learned to live together for the most part 
in peace, the dominant faith out of self-interest 
abandoning its weapon of violence and persecution, 
and the lexers of the subject peoples lending their 
aid in the establishment of order and the mainten- 
ance of civil right. Fanatical manifestations of 
the dormant spirit with their accompaniment of 
strife and murder were never entirely checked. 
On both sides, however, men of influence were 
found sufficiently wise and strong to see the evil 
and discourage the use of force against religious 
belief. The occasional rioting and outrage which 
harassed and hindered the growth of tolerance and 
mutual understanding were due to special religious 
e.voiteraent or the sinister promptings of self- 
interested and bigoted men. With the extension 
of inter-communication and with a wider sympathy 
and knowledge such dissensions' Avill become more 
rare, and will finally altogether cease. It is prob- 
able that the influence of wise and far-seeing 
leaders of both parties is already sufficiently strong 
to frustrate other than merely local expression of 
the persecuting spirit and the lust to destroy. 

It is remarkable that the Muhammadan agres- 
sion, which completed the ruin of the Buddhist 
faith upon Indian soil and its expulsion from 
India, although it took full effect upon the kindred 
community of the Jains, left the latter with greatly 
impaired vigour and diminished numbers, but in 
possession of a religions life and organization 
which have endured to the present day. Mrs. 
Sinclair Stevenson, in her recent book,* makes the 
interesting suggestion that the Jain survival and 
the effective if passive resistance Avhich the com- 
munity offered to the creed and poiver of_ the 
conqueror were due in part at least to the provision 
made by them for the participation of the laity in 
the recognized order and life of the church. Official 
Buddhism took cognizance only of the monastic 
rule and estate, and found no place for those who 
did not feel themselves called upon to assume the 
monastic voiv, or to undertake the duties and share 
the privileges and hopes of the monk. Jainism 
recognized and made legal the position of the 
layman in the ecclesiastical scheme equally with 
the monk, and thus entered into the national life 
and secured such a hold upon the affections of 
the people that it survived the onslaught when 
less firmly founded Buddhism v’as overthroivn. 

Perhaps the most striking example in India of 
the effect of a cruel persecution in consolidating 
and defining the religious life of a community is 
1 Tht Start of Jainism, Oxford, 1915. 


that of the Sikhs in the Panjab. Originating in 
the 15th cent, in a protest against Hindu laxity in 
morals and idolatry in ivorsliip, they found them- 
selves ultimately brought into conflict with the 
dominant power of the Mughal emperors, and 
were forced in self-defence to take up arms to 
maintain their existence and religious liberty. 
With definite and fixed convictions ivhich they 
had learned partly from Islam itself and partly 
from a reformed and purified Hinduism, they were 
confronted with the alternative of acceptance of 
the formula and creed of the ruling faith or destruc- 
tion. They refused to submit to either, but en- 
deavoured rather to maintain their freedom and 
rights with the sword. The persecution which 
ensued had the effect of welding a community and 
organization in its origin purdy religious into a 
mflitant order and a nation of soldiers, tenacious of 
military right and norm no less than of creed and 
faith, who proved their prowess later against the 
British themselves and in ivarfare in many lands. 

Thus Islam is responsible for the introduction 
into India of the conception of persecution for the 
faith, and of its application in the most terrible 
form of fire and slaughter. When these methods 
proved ineffective to break the spirit of Hinduism 
or destroy a national religion, a practical truce 
was made, due in part to the discovered need for 
mutual help and support, and the two faiths 
learned to live more or less amicably together and 
to tolerate differences of belief and observance. 
The history of the other great monotheistic re- 
ligion which found its way to India was altogether 
different. Christianity in India has never been in 
a position to persecute, even had _ the ivill hew 
present. A iveak and scattered minority of the 
population, insignificant in numbers, the Christians 
were of necessity apologetic in attitude, and their 
complete civil and political aloofness left them no 
choice but to profess and practise toleration of all 
alien faiths. That this ivas consonant with their 
Avishes and ideals, and in harmony Avith their truwt 
interests, is, of course, correct. Nevertheless the 
aggressive spirit and action of the ncAV religion, 
and its denunciation of popular religious customs 
and festivals Avhen these Avere contrary to trae 
morals and purity of worship, provoked a counter 
persecution, Avliich in many instances Avas earned 
out Avith the utmost concentration of_ bitteraoss 
and dislike. Moreover, the Indian Christian from 
the loAver castes, Avhence the great majonty ®f too 
converts Avere derived, leamed to assert his r'Shj®* 
and refused to render that abject deference to the 
Brahman priest or high-caste landoAraer AA’hich 
for centuries these men had been accustomto m 
exact. ■ His principles also, the conception of duty 
Avith Avhich he had been imbued, and the obliga- 
tions of his faith, if realized and consistently 
discharged, forbade him to rest satisfied with 
freedom to worship God in his own way, but brgea 
him to press upon others with all the force and 
insistence at bis command ® 

OAA'n creed and submission to all the ™*®® 
his code of faith and morality^affirmed. Ihus in 
tAA’o respects especially the; Indian conver 
Christianity found himself m conflict 
usages and beliefs of the people 
lived: he refused to recognrze the 
they reverenced, hut claimed, on the ’ 

to have learned the better Avay of of the 

one true God; and in regard to social relations it 
was impracticable for him to take -j- 

and vUfage life Avhich in n®®rfy fll ‘tsramiCwtions 
was so intimately psociated with 
ceptions and practices, or to share ^ ^ 
financial or otlier, Avhich custom «qmred of the 
community. His b®w status, inpreover, entaUe^ 
various ciidl and legal disabilities, espec y 


765 


PERSECUTION (MuhaTomadan) 


regard to marriage and to funeral ceremonies ; and 
these were generally found to press upon him most 
heavily in the Native States, -where the legal code 
had not yet been advanced to the degree of re- 
ligious tolerance and strict impartiality enforced 
in the parts of the empire directly administered 
hy the Crown. These disabilities were the result 
of loss of caste. The Christian convert -was ipso 
facto out-casted, and therebj' became unable to 
fulfil the duties and obligations which were or 
seemed to be essential to the maintenance of the 
fabric of Hindu society. In all these instances the 
initiative in persecution and in a sooiol boycott 
which entailed very serious consequences and was 
frequently accompanied by violence was taken by 
the Hindu leaders themselves. The Muhammadans 
ns a rule stood aloof, and regarded the movement 
towards Christianity with indifference ; they at 
least took no overt part in opposition or persecu- 
tion, unless a co-religionist were involved, when 
the vitality and strength of the old fanatic spirit 
quickly reasserted themselves. Thus the r6lo of the 
religious persecutor seemed, curiously enough, to 
have been transferred from the hands of the one 
comnnmity to the other. The Hindu actively 
resented • his neighbour’s change of faith, and 
exerted all the power which custom or a defective 
law or administration put into his hands to make 
the convert feel the weight of his resentment. 
The Musalmfin was more in sympathy udth the 
Christian standpoint and belief, and saw no need 
for forcible intervention or repression, unless the 
prestige of his own creed or the loyalty of a 
member of his own faith seemed to be endangered. 

Moat of the records of this peraecuting movement, 
which is practically co-extenslve_with the entire 
Indian peninsula, are contained in the published 
literature and reports of the Christian mjssionary 
societies. The experience of every luissionary 
includes instances of attempts to deprive native 
Christians of village rights, of unjust oppression 
and eviction hy high-casto Hindu landlords, of 
fictitious charges in the law-courts sustained on 
ingeniously concocted evidence and sworn to by 
false oaths, and of violence and cruelty employed 
towards young converts to induce them to recant. 
Where these attempts are successful, restoration 
to caste and Hindu society' is gained only by way 
of degrading ceremonies.' In the principal towns 
the force of public opinion is already sufiicicntly 
strong and enlightened to discountenance such 
methods. In the oountiy districts, however, re- 
mote from European influence, where ancient 
prejudice and custom reign supreme, and where 
Christianity has endeavoured to obtain a footing, 
incidents of this cliaraotor are of common occur- 
rence. In part at least the persecuting action of 
the dominant religion is prompted by the instinct 
of self-preservation. The Christian faith is aggres- 
sive ; and a true instinct warns the loyal adherent 
of Hinduism that between his own system and 
creed and the now religion whicli lays claim to 
universal acceptance no compromise is possible. 
A similar claim had been made, it is true, in the 
past by Islam, and supported with even greater 
insistencQ and - vehemence. But Islam wtw ^ too 
powerful to he resisted, and the persecuted Hindu 
snilcred for the most part in silence and resigna- 
tion. Christianity, weak in numters and social 
prestige, lay open to reprisalsj and it seemed tliat 
religious animosity might with impunitj’ gratify 
itself in the oppression of its adherents. Moreover, 
the rapidly growing influence and popularity of 

I A ^uilra coramunitv in the Deccan has, within the lart few 
rnontha (lOlC). icS ll'C way In n formal declaration that no one 
of their member* ehali be pcnalircd or in any way made to 
sutTcr for becomlnp a Christian, or be debarred from re. 
entrance into c,aslc and tlic full exercise of caste rights should 
he return to the Hindu faiUi. 


the latter faith did appear to threaten Hinduism 
with disaster. But the persecuting spirit is not 
natural to the Hindu, nor in accord with the pre- 
cepta of his faith. In all probability, however, it 
will he only by degrees, and coincidently with the 
spread of enlightenment and the growth of abetter 
understanding and public spirit, that a barrier will 
be raised against open manifestations of fear and 
dislike. _ The ancient fanatical and persecuting 
tendencies of Muhammadanism may then wake 
again in the presence of a powerful and progressive 
rival, and a new chapter in the strangely one-sided 
history of Indian persecution be written. For the 
present the Indian Christian is the only sufferer 
from the spirit which he has himself by his attitude 
and convictions of necessity evoked in the ancient 
Indian faiths. 

LirsRATURB. — Thelluhemmadan hlstorlane themselrcs fumieh 
the evidence for the relations of victorious IsiSm to the sub- 

i ected Indian peoples. For the rest the relevant literature 
! to be found almost exclusively in the rcMrts, etc., of the 
missionary societies. See also Julius Richter, A Bitt, oj 
Mitsions in India, Eng. tr., Edinburgh and London, IBOS. 

A. S. GEDEN. 

PERSECUTION (Muhammadan). — The 
theory of the Muslim State draws a clear distinc- 
tion between the true believers who accept IslSm 
and the protected communities (a/if al-dhiinma, 
dhimmi) who follow other faiths. This twofold 
division is employed in the following article. 

I. Muhammacians. — ^Tlto early Arab conquerors 
appear to have been satisfied with a formal accept- 
nneo of Isl^m and to have made no inqnisition into 
private opinions ; but, ns their empire became more 
firmly established and sectarian divisions made 
their appearance, tlio bitterness of controversy 
evoked a fanatical spirit, and open liostilities 
broke out between the adherenw of differing 
theological opinions; and, as these often denied 
tlie validity of established antliority, the history 
of Muhammadan sectarianism became largely 
political in character, and in some cases, especially 
in those of heresies arising within the boundaries 
of tlie old Persian empire, repiesentcd a revolt 
against Arab domination. The vicissitudes of 
such movements thus belong rather to political 
history, and the conflict of the ruling power vrith 
the Khawririj {q.v.), the various 'Alid factions, 
etc., can hardly bo described os persecution. The 
effort to suppress religious opinion as such, apart 
from political opinion, would seem to have begun 
with tlie persecution of the Mu'tazilah. Hishfim 
(724-743) put to death Ghf^lan al-DiniashoI for 
maintaining the doctrine of the freedom ot the 
will ; first his hands and feet were cut off, and, 
when ho continued to inveigh against his perse- 
cutors, his tongue was cut out (Tabari, Annals, 
ed. M. J. do Goeje, Leyden, 1879-1901, ii. 1733 ; 
Ahmad b. Yafiya b. al-Murtada, Al-Mu' tacilah, 
Leipzig, 1902, pp. 16-17). The same hhalxfnh 
ordered the execution of Ja'db. Dirham for tcacliing 
that the Qur’an was created (Ibn nl-Athir, Kamil, 
cd. C. J. Tomherg, Lej’den, 1851-76, v. 19Bf.). 
Haran (78G-809) sought to check freedom of theo- 
logical speculation by throwing into prison the 
Mutakallims, or scholostio theologians (Ahmad b. 
Ynhya, p. 32). But the first systematic inquisition 
into heresy was the mihnah {• test ’) institnted hy 
Mn'mfln in 833 for the conviction of those ivlio 
denied the doctrine of tlie creation of the Qur’an. 
Alimad b. Hnnbal and other learned theologians 
■were subjected to cruel suflerings to induce tliem 
to give assent to the doctrines accepted by the 
khalifah, Ma’mISn defended his position in a 
letter to the governor of Baghdad ('Tabari, iii. 
1117), by maintaining tliat God expects a ruler 
whom Be lias entrusted with the care of Hie 
servants to instruct his subjects in the way of 
salvation, define for them the limits of their faith. 
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remove their doubts and explain their difficulties, 
and bring- back to the truth those tvho have gone 
astray. This persecution of those who denied the 
creation of the Qur’an was continued by his suc- 
cessors until 848, when Mutawakkil forbade the 
holding of this doctrine on pain of death, and the 
Mu'tazilah in their turn became the victims of 
the persecution of the State ; in 1029 Qadir-bilZah 
summoned all the 'ulama to his palace and made 
them sign a confession of faith, especially con- 
demning Mu'tazilite doctrines. A rigorous per- 
secution was also carried on against the Zindiqs 
(or crypto-Manichseans), who appear to have been 
numerous in cultivated circles under the early 
'Abbasids (AI-Nadim, Kitah al-Fihrist, p. 338, 
gives a list of them). Mahdi crucified a number 
of them in the city of Aleppo in 780 (Tabari, iii. 
499)j and during the last Wo years of his reign 
instituted an inquisition in Baghdad and other 
toivns, under the direction of 'Umar al-Kalw.adhl, 
who hunted down many victims (ib. 619-522, 588) ; 
his successor, H.adl, continued the persecution dur- 
ing his brief reign of thirteen months (i6. 648 f.). 

As the political power of the 'Abbasids declined, 
the fanaticism of the 'ulama appears to have 
increased. Abti Ranifah (f 767) had already 
declared that death was the penalty for the 
Muslim who apostatized from the faith as taught 
by Mufiammad, and later theologians spread the 
net wider, demanding the blood of any Muslim 
who denied the prophetic mission of Mufiammad 
or even doubted a single letter of the Qur’an, or 
maintained that God did not speak with Moses 
('lygd, al-Shif&i Cairo, 1272, in 259 f., 337). 
Under Mutawakkil (847-861) the orthodox 'ulama 
had the support of the government in the persecu- 
tion of every form of heresy, as well as the 
sympathy of J;he fanatical mob ; in his reign a 
certain Ibn 'Ajirn, accused of reviling the com- 
panions of the Prophet, was scourged rvith 600 
stripes and left in the sun until he died, his body 
being afterwards thrown into the Tigris (Tabari, 
iii. 1424 if.); he also put to death a man named 
Mafimud b. al-Faraj, who claimed to be a prophet 
and maintained that the angel Gabriel had revealed 
to him a Qur'an (tfi. 1349). But, apart from such 
individual cases of heresy, the zeal of Mutawakkil 
was directed against whole sects, such as the 
Shi' ahs, whom he persecuted throughout his reign ; 
he destroyed the graves of 'All and Rusain, and 
forbade pilgrimage to their site. 

This persecution is typical of the treatment that 
Shi'ahs have from time to time had to suffer at 
the hands of a Sunni government (for a summary 
of such persecutions see Hammer, ff&rcA. dc.s 
osmanischen Beiches, i. 706-708). In 1029 Qadir- 
billah drove the Shi'ahs out of the mosques and 
installed Sunni preachers in their place, and put 
Shi'ahs to death for heresy on several occasions in 
his reign. Two centuries later Musta'sim insti- 
tuted another persecution against them. The 
general recognition by Shfah theologians of 
taqiyyah (}\.t. ‘fear,’ * foresight ’),.t.e. concealment 
of a man’s real beliefs through fear of the con- 
sequences of an open profession of faith, and their 
approval of such a practice, are evidence of the 
dread which the Shi ahs had of being persecuted 
by the Sunnis (I. Goidziher, ‘Das Prinzip der 
Takijja im Islam,’ ZDMG Ix. [1906] 219-222). _ Ibn 
al-Mutalihar al-Rilli, a Shi'ah controversialist 
(t 1326), maintains that in most periods the Shi'ahs 
have hidden themselves ‘ in the comer of taqiyyah ’ 
in terror of the rulers of their time (Goidziher, 
Beitrage zur Literaturgesch. der St'd, Vienna, 
1874, p. 469). But the most appalling persecution 
of the Shiahs was that organized oy Saltan 
Salim 1., who made a search for them throughout j 
the Turkish dominions, and had 40,000 either 


massacred or imprisoned for life (Hammer i 709 • 
de la Jonquifere, Hist, de I’empire ottoman,’!. ’l39) ‘ 

After their triumph over the Mu'tazilah the 
followers of al-Asharl (g.u.) had themselves to 
rafler persecution. In 1046 the Seljuq niMn 
Tughril Beg was persuaded by his wazlr, Aba 
Nasr Mansflr al-Kunduri, to forbid the Ash'arites 
to preach in the mosques or to teach their distinc- 
tive doctrines ; many learned men of this sect fled 
from the sultan's dominions, but some were cap- 
tured and imprisoned (Schreiner, ZDMG Iii. 488). 

The orthodox reaction of the 11th cent, fostered 
a spirit that was as dangerous to philosophers as 
to heterodox theologians. Mu'tadid (in 892) had 
forbidden the sale of all philosophical books, and 
Qadir-billah (in 1018) issued an edict against all 
free-thinkers and heretics (A. von Kremer, CtiUur~ 
gesch. des Orients, Vienna, 1876-77, ii. 465 f.). 
Under the Almoliads in Spain a storm of persecu- 
tion burst upon the philosophers, particularly in 
the reign of Ya'qub al-Man§ar (1184-99), who 
banished Ibn Bushd from Cordova. 

■ Several of the Sufi mystics under Muliammadan 
rule suffered martyrdom under the charge of 
heterodoxy. Rallaj was cruelly put to death in 922, 
after having been scourged with a thousand stripes 
and having Tiis liands and feet cutoS'(E.' G. Browne, 
A Literary Hist, of Persia, London, 1902-06, i. 
430). Abu'l-Qasim al-Qushayri, the author of an 
important treatise on Sufiism, was imprisoned 
during the persecution under Tughril Beg (1046). 
Shihab al-Din Yahya al-Suhrawardi, reputed to be 
the most learned man of his time, -u’as imprisoned 
and then strangled by order of jMalik al-Zaliir, son 
of Saladin, in 1191, though this prince had at first 
extended to him his patronage ; but the orthodox 
clergy in Aleppo succeeded in convicting him of 
heresy (A. von Kremer, Gesch, der herrschenden 
Ideen des Islams, Leipzig, 186S, p. 89 ff.). The 
founder of one of the Safi sects, the RurOfis, 
FaR-ullah Tabriz!, was ‘put to death by_ Miran 
Shah, son of TiniQr, in 1393 ; one of his disciples, 
the Turkish poet, Nasimi, was condemned to be 
flayed alive in 820 (1417-18), having been found 
guilty of blasphemy by tlie 'ulaiiia of Aleppo, and 
a few years later some Rurufis were burnt alive 
in Adnanople (E. J. W. Gibb, Hwt. of Ottoman 
Poetry, London, 1900-09, i. 346,' 381-383, 387). 

It is not possible here to give an account of the 
numerous individuals put to death for heresy— 
e,g,, Muhammad b. ^Ali al-Shalmagliani, who 
taught the transmigration of the soul and was 
considered by his followers to be an incarnation of 
the divine, and other false prophets (Schreiner, p. 
472 f.) — nor of the many claimants to be the pro- 
mised Mahdi (g.v.) at various periods of Muham- 
madan history (for instances of such persons put » 
de.ath in Turkey see Hammer, i. 798, ii. 694, 639, 
iii. 172; J. Darmesteter, Le Mahdi, Pans, 1885). 

2, Protected communities. — (a) Chmsttnns. 

The Qur’an, and the prescriptions of Muslm 
jurists based upon it and the practice of tue 
Prophet, granted to the followers of other faitns 
a certain measure of freedom of religious life an 
practice; bnt Muhammadan history is full oi 
examples of persecution, especially of the vanous 
Christian sects. One of the earliest instances oi 
such persecution is that of the Band Tagnli • 
The members of this Arab tribe who remained 
Christian had been treated with special considera- 
tion and allowed to pay tribute m sneh a fom « 
to make them appear as equals of , 

Arabs and not as a subject people. But it seems 
to have irked the Muslims that any members oi one 
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of the great Arab tribes should continue to stand 
aloof from what had become the national faith of 
the Arab people, and tradition attributes to 'All 
the expression of a savage wish to put all the 
males of the tribe' to death and enslave the rest of 
the population (Csetani,- iv. 228). Even the tolerant 
{Umar is said to have ordered Ziyad b. Hudayr to 
deal roughly with them (Abti Yfisuf, Kitab al- 
Kharaj, p. 69), and Walid put Sham'alah, the 
chief of the tribe, to death because ho refused to 
accept Islam I^JA nc. iv, [1894] 438 f.). 

With' this exception the Christians enjoyed an 
ample toleration under the early Umayyads, but 
severe measures began to be taken against them by 
'Umar b. 'Abd al- Aziz, induced either by zeal for 
his own' faith or out of umbrage for the failure of 
the assault on Constantinople in 717. He decreed 
that no Christians should be appointed asmagis- 1 
trates or allowed to ride on saddles ; that, if a 
Muhammadan killed ' a Christian, the penalty 
should be not death, but a fine j that Christians 
should not be allowed to bear witness against 
Muslims in the courts ; ^ nor were they to uplift 
their voices in prayer ; at the same time he abol- 
ished the tax levied on houses, land-rents, etc., for 
the benefit of churches and monasteries, ordered 
all crosses in public places to be pulled down or 
effaced, and forbade the Christians to_ wear silk or 
fine linen (Michael the Elder, Chronique, ii. 489 ; 
Aba Yusuf, p. 73 ; Theophanes, in PG cviii, 808). 

But ' hatred of the Christians appears first to 
have taken a popular form under the theocratic 
rule of the 'Abbasids, who looked upon the State 
as a religious community and themselves as in- 
vested with spiritual as well as temporal power. 
To tho later period of this dynasty belongs the 
compilation of the so-called Pact of 'Umar, which 
was often appealed to when restrictive measures 
were imposed upon the dhimmis ; in accordance 
with this document, no new churches were to bo 
built, and no proselytism attempted ; outward 
respect was to be shown to the Muslims, and 
their dress, etc., was not to be imitated ; the 
Christians were not to ride on saddles, bear amis, 
display their crosses on the churches or in the 
streets, or celebrate religious worship in a loud 
voice ; a ' distinctive dress, particularly a girdle 
round the waist, was to be worn, and so on 
(Gottheil, in OT and Semitic Studies in Memory 
of William Bainey Harper, 382-384, ''vliere 
references are given to the various versions of tins 
documeat). These regulations certainly did not 
exist in the time of the ruler whose name they 
bear, nor were they put into force rigidjy or con- 
sistently ; they represent the more intolerant 
practice of a later age, and some outburst of 
fauaticism was generally needed for any demand 
to be made for their application. In a period ol 
persecution even more vexatious me^ures were 
sometimes enforced, as in the reign of Mutawakkil 
(in 850 and 854), who ordered the dhimmis to affix 
wooden images of devils to their houses, to dis- 
tinguish them from the houses t'’®. { 

their graves were to be levelled with the 
their children were not to be taught in Muslim 
schools, nor by any hluslim teacher ; ns well as 
the girdle, they were to wear 
have two patches of cloth, each ^ f *^®^®"t 
colour, sewn on the back and front of tbeir dre s 
they Avere to ride only on pnl®* 
wooden stirrups, etc. (Ta'’nn,iii. 1389 f., 1419). 

In such periods of persecution there A\as_ 
ally some^destruction of chnrchw, ®sP®®'®'*y ^ 
^ had been erected since the Sfuslim con- 
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quest. Walid (705-716) appears to have been one 
of the first khalifahs to order churches to bo pulled 
down (Michael the Elder, ii. 481) ; but under the 
'Abbasids such instances became more common, 
beginning with Harun CTabari, iii. 712) and cul- 
minating in the violent persecution set on foot by 
Mutawt^kil (847-861). Numerous instances are 
found scattered throughout the pages of Christian 
and Muslim historians ; but for no county do wo 
find so long a series as for Egypt, beginning irith 
the 2nd cent, of the Hijrah down to the troubled 
days of Mnmluk rule {Hist, of the Patriarchs of the 
Coptic Church of Alexandria, ed. B. Evetts, Paris, 
1904 f. ; MaqrIzI, Khita{, Bulaq, 1853, ii. 492-500). 

Forcible conversion to Isldm was fre^ently the 
accompaniment of such persecution. One, of the 
earliest instances was that of the Christian Arabs 
of the tribe of the Banff Tanukh in the reign of 
Mahdi (775-785) ; seeing a number of them who 
lii-ed near Aleppo and learning that they were 
Christians, ho angrilif; ordered them_ to accept 
Islam; under compulsion they comiilied, to the 
number of 6000, but one of them suffered martyr- 
dom rather than apostatize (Gregorius Abulphar- 
agius, Chronicon Syriacum, ed. P. J. Bruns and 
G. G. Kirsch, Leipzig, 1789, p. 134 f.). _A long 
series of such compulsory conversions might be 
given from the history of various parts of the 
Sluhammadan world ; as the power of Mnhm- 
madan governments declined, so such compnlrion 
tended to assume a character of greater ferocity ; 
e.g., during the persecution of the Cliristians of 
Crete in 1670, 16,000 Christian boys are said to 
have been circumcised in a single day, and most 
of them died in consequence (A. D. Kyriafccfs, 
Gesch. dcr orientalischen Kirchen, 

Leipzig, 1902, p. 12). 

■Tlie death penalty for apostasy (see APOSTiST 
[Muhammadan]) was often imposed in a erzri 
manner, in the case of Christians who had promisfc 
to become Muhammadans in a moment of wEsir- 
ness or despondency, or even in jest, or under iai 
influence of drink, or through some ini$rs5iE> 
standing (Dozy, Hist, des Musulinans d'Etpsrrx, 
ii. 61 ; de la Jonquifere, i. 34 ; M. Febnre, Tefr 
della Turchia, Venice, 1684, p. 39 f.). The hry- 
martyr, Elias, was held to have become s 
merely because he had thrown away Hi cr£k 
when dancing to amuse his master's gness^ 

Avas put to death because he refused to arfm £» 
Christian faith (F. Corabefis, Chrkti sr.nrfp-san 
lecta trios, Paris, 1666, pp. 156-192). 

The persecution of the Christians war snserisc 
connected Avith economic conditions — 
of the prosperity and Avealth of icdiTjm^'; 
inns (E. Renaudot, Hist. PatriarAxr. 
andrinorum Jacobitarum, Pari^ irii:, 

607 ; Nasir - i - Khusrau, Safar-r.^,:^'!^ 
Schefer, Paris, 1881, p. 155f. ; HirrhC. 2^5 
ii. 498; Shedd, Islam and the Gke^-£ 
pp. 117 ff., 247 f.), or resentment an ti* Sr. ^ 
high offices of state Averc 
(Arnold, The Preaching of hla.'rrl’^ "’j" 

From the earliest days of the 
new rulers had found it imponfrCt 
complicated machinery of 
assistance of the trained ofnriilE 
and, in spite of frequent 
have been similarly emplored rrn^- 
Bnt, in deference to populiiir^-t.;; 
of tlieologians, such non.jrr *r 
State haA'c ^m time to ib. 1^ - 
their posts. Manjur (TSi-yy - 

from the ndministratio- 
•Abbasids i^ed decrecTi; 
the Mnmluk sul(ans of I— - 

administrative changefwj-^'^-E— ■ ■ 

by much suffering {or f-' '**®^***''- 
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In some cases (but. these the less frequent) the 
persecution originated in a decree of the Muham- 
madan government; in others it was stirred up 
by the fanaticism of the mob (Shedd, pp, 244-246) 
or the bigotry of the 'ulama. Some of the later 
Muslim theologians went so far as to ascribe 
to the Prophet forged traditions, expressly contra- 
dicted by his own conduct and by his authentic 
utterances ; e.ff., an Egyptian jurist of the 14th 
cent, puts forward as sayings of the Prophet the 
following intolerant principles : 

‘ No church shall be built in a Muslim land, nor shall those 
that ha\'e (alien in ruins be repaired,’ and ‘ No churches (are to 
be permitted) in Islam ’ (JA iv. xviii. [1851] 613). 

Similarly, they sometimes attempted in vain to 
force the hands of the government that protected 
the tolerated communities; e.gr., a theologian of 
the ISth cent., after enumerating the enormities 
of the Christians, exclaims : 

‘ The 'ulamS consider this state of things ; they weep and 
groan in silence, while the rulers who have the power of 
checking these criminal abuses only shut their eyes to them 
(i6. xix. [1852] 109). 

It is not possible here to give in detail the annals 
of the sufferings of the Christians under Muham- 
madan rule, but certain epochs may be referred to 
as signalized by special severity of persecution. 
One, of .these was the p^eriod of the conversion of 
the Mongol princes to Islam ; the Muhammadans 
remembered their sufferings during the Crusades 
and the overbearing conduct of the Christians 
after the destruction of 'AbbSsid rule by the 
Mongols in 1258 ; e.a., when the city of Damascus 
surrendered to HulagQ in 1260, the Christians 
destroyed the mosques in the neighbourhood of 
their churches, made the Muslims bow to the cross 
carried in procession, and sprinkled with holy 
water the clothes of the Muslims and the doors of 
the mosques that were spared (H. H. Howorth, 
JBisi, of the Mongols, London, 1876-88, i. 210). 
Such behaviour stirred up a resentment that led to 
terrible reprisals when tne reins of power again 
passed into Muslim hands. Consequently we find 
that, as the Mongol princes adopted Islam, the 
condition of the Christians under their rule tended 
to grow worse ; e.g., the conversion of Ghazan, the 
Ilknan, in 1295 was marked by a cruel persecution 
of the Christians (t6. iii. 396-398). 

In the Turkish dominions the various revolu- 
tionary movements among the subject races, 
which began early in the 19th cent, with the 
struggle for Greek independence, were largely 
stimulated by a feeling of exasperation at the 
religious repression from which they suffered 
under the corrupt Turkish administration of the 
time, and the reprisals and the administrative 
measures taken by the ruling power were acerbated 
by religious fanaticism, and often took the form of 
religious persecution, as in Serbia, Bulgaria, and 
Armenia (see Parliamentary Papers on the condi- 
tions of Christians in Turkey from 1854 onwards). 

(6) Jews , — Despite the opposition of the Jews to 
the mission, of Muhammad and the severe refer- 
ences to them in the Qur’an (ii. 70-73, v. 64-69, 
etc.), their condition under Muhammadan rule 
appears to have been generally more tolerable 
than that of the Christians. But in periods of 
persecution they ran the risk of sharing the suffer- 
ings of the other dhimmts ; the restrictive regula- 
tions of the Pact of 'Umar were applicable also 
to them. Along with the Christians th^ were 
victims of the bigotry of Mutawakkil and Bakim. 

In Spain they were tolerated until the arrival of 
the Almoravids, when Yusuf b. Tashfin threatened 
to compel the Jews, of Lucena to become Mu- 
hammadans, but was persuaded by rich gifts to 
let them retain their old faith (Dozy, iv. 254 f.). 
The Almohad 'Abd al-Mu’min, after his capture 
of Morocco in 1146, gave the Jews the choice 


between Islam and death, but was afteruardt 
persuaded to let those who wished to remain Jews 
go into exile ; he promulgated a similar edict and 
destroyed the synagogues in all the cities of N. 
Africa cong^uered by the Almohads, and, when he 
extended his dominion over Spain, meted out the 
same treatment to the Jews there (Graetz. iii 
367 f.). , / . 

In Persia the Jews had enjoyed a brief pros 
perity under the Mongol Arghan (1284-91). On 
his death the Muhammadans wreaked their ven- 
geance upon the Jews for the humUiations which 
they had suffered from the Mongol conquerors (i5 
iii. 672) ; and, when Arghttn’s son, Ghazan, was 
converted to Isldm, the Jews suffered as much os 
the Christians (see above). They were persecuted 
also, in the reigns of , Shah 'Abbas (t 1629) and his 
great-CTandson, 'Abbas n. (tl667), and under the 
rule of the Afghan conquerors (1722-29). Perse- 
cutions occurred also during the 19th cent., in 
Hamadan (1892), .Kirmansh^ (1896), and Tihran 
(1897). . 

, In N. Africa they had to suffer arbitraiy treat- 
ment and frequent persecution from the barbarous 
Moorish population (ib. iv. 417). Mulai Yazld, in 
1790, ordered their houses to be pillaged (JiBJ 
xxxvii. [1898] 120; Eudgett Meakin, TVie Moors, 
London, 1902, pp. 4311.; 451 ff.). In 1840 a fierce 
persecution broke out in Damascus, as the, result 
of the Jews being accused of a ritual murder, and 
spread into a number of towns of Syria and Turkey 
(Graetz, v. 677 f.). 

(c) Among the religions that were tolerated as 
having been mentioned in the Qur’an (ii. 59, v. 73) 
was that of the §abians;.bnt they too were ex- 
posed to persecution ; at the beginning of the 
reign of Mahdi, in 776, the great temple at Edessa 
in which they met for religious worship was 
destroyed, and, many Arabs practising Sabiism 
were put to death (JA Vlil. xix. [1892] 84). 

Although the Zoroastrians are not expressly 
mentioned in the Qur’Sn, the Muslim legists in- 
cluded them among the dhimmxs, and granted 
them the same degree of toleration (j.u.). Perse- 
cution seems to have been rare up to the close of 
the ' Abbasid period ; but they fell upon evil days 
in the 18th cent., under the rule of the degenerate 
descendants of Shah 'AbbSs (who had hirasmf 
been generally tolerant to bis non-Muslim sub- 
jects), and many of the Zoroastrians of Ispahan 
were forced to embrace Islam (Corneille Le Bruyn, 
Voyages, Paris, 1725, v. 170 f.); those of Ivirraan 
and Yazd who welcomed the Afghan invaders 
suffered cruel reprisals when. the Afghans were 
expelled from Persia in 1730. Fresh troubles 
befell them under Nadir Sh_ah, and in the temble 
sack of Kirman in 1794 by Aga Muhammad Khan 
(the founder of the present dynasty) their qua^i 
of the city was entirely destroyed. By the Z9Wi 
cent, the condition of the Zoroastrians in Persia 
was very low, and they were almost exclusiTCly 
confined to Yazd and its neighbourhood, ine 
extortionate manner in which the jizyah was 
collected led to great suffering, and some Zoroas- 
trians apostatized to save themselve^rom torture, 

until this tax ivas abolished in 1882 (D. 

Misf. of the Parsis, London, 1884, i. 55 ff.; .u. 
Menant, ‘Les Zoroastriens de 
[1907] 205 ff., 421 ff.; and art. Gabaks). In 1888 
the Zoroastrians were still subjected to many 
petty annoyances : they had to wear a yel 
raiment to distinguish them from true believers , 

‘they are not permitted to wear socks, or to wind Wen 
turbans tightly and neatly, or to ride a horse 'Vy, 
riding even a donkey, they should chance ^ moot a 
they most dismount while bo Wnt^bootre^ra 

to his age or rank’ (E. G. Browne, A Year otnonyrt IM t 
siaus, London, 1893, p. 870 ff.). 

There were some other non-Muslim religi 
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bodies, numerically of less importance, who 
Buifered persecution on account of their faith. 
The Yazidis of Mesopotamia were subjected to a 
series of persecutions during the 19th cent, with 
the object of compelling them to conform to the 
faith of their Turkish rulers (0. H. Parry, Six 
Months in a Syrian Monastery, London, 1895, pp. 
256 if., 358; J.. Menant, Les Yizidis, Paris, 1892, 
p. 164 ff.; Al-Mashrip ii. [1899] 834 f.). For the 
persecution of the Babis, Druses, and Manichoeans, 
see artt. Bab, Sects (Christian), Manichalaks. 

The severe condemnation of idolatry in the 
QnPSn (iv. 115-120, xxi. 98-100, Ixvi. 9, etc.) 
seems to make it impossible for any Muslim 
ruler to grant toleration to idol-worshippers, and 
Ma'mfln once stated very clearly that idolaters 
must choose . between the acceptance of Islam or 
one of the religions recognized by the Qur’an and 
death (Al-Nadim, p. 320) ; and it was a commonly 
accepted principle that war should be waged 
against the people of the Book until they paid 
nzyah, but against idolaters until they accepted 
Islam (Yahyfi. b. Adam, Kit&b al-kharaj, ed. T. W. 
Juynboll, Leyden, 1896, p. 12). Consequently the 
heathen races that have come under Muhammadan 
rule have generally suffered harsh treatment, and, 
even when political policy has prompted a more 
considerate treatment of their religious observ- 
ances, they have been constantly exposed to out- 
bursts of fanaticism. 

The political and social disabilities from which 
the non-Muslims suffered were directly connected 
with the fact that their creed was different from 
that of their rulers, and, when the Muhammadan 
government was weak or corrupt, religious intoler- 
ance found easy victims. When money was to be 
extorted, the Ahimmi had the least power of re- 
sistance, and justice could be denied him, since his 
evidence was not accepted in a Muslim court of 
law. Some fanatical theologians interpreted in a 
brutal spirit the last word of the verso in the 
Qur’an (ix. 29) : 

‘FiRht against such of those to whom the Scripture has been 
given, ns believe not In God nor in the last day, nor declare 
unlawful what God and His apostle have declared unlawful, nor 
profess the religion of the truth, until they pay jizynh out of 
hand, being humbled.' 

The dhimml must he kept stending a long time 
when he conies to pay the jityah, ne must bend 
his head and hack low, and the Muslim official 
who receives it must seize him by the beard and 
strike him on both cheeks, so that his humiliation 
may be complete. This contemptuous attitude 
towards the non-Muslim reaches its culmination 
in the offensive burial permits which ivere issued 
in the 18th and 19th centuries when a Christian 
died (Denton, The Christians of Turkey, p. 117 ; 
H. C. Lukach, The City of Dancing Dervishes, 
London, 1914, p. 181 ; G. B. Chirkov, Dva Lyubo- 
pytnych arabskich dokumenta k istorii vnutrenn- 
yago byta vostoenych Christian, Moscow, 1900, p,_2). 

The non-Muslim has thus tun the risk of being 
exposed to a constant series of petty annoyances, 
reminding him of his inferior status, at the hands 
of unjust officials and vicious persons of all kinds, 
throughout most periods of Muhammadan history, 
though orgauized persecution by the government 
has been rare (see art. Toleration [Muslim]). 

LmuATOUE.— No separate work bas been devoted to the sul> 
loot of Muhammadan persecution; the facts are to be found 
scattered throughout the annals of Muhammadan historians 
(«.p., Tabari, fbn al-Athir, etc.) and tho Christian hls^nans 
who have lived under Muhammadan rule (?■?■■ 

EutvoSlus, Miri b. Sulaymin, Sciyrus, et^). The following 
worki may also be consulted : Abu 

Cairo 1302 A.n. ; AI-N.adIm, KUM al-F>hnft, ei O. Flugel, 
Lcipiig, 1S71; Michael the Eider, CArOT^ de Mirheffe 
SuAsn, 4 vols., ed. J. B. Chabot, I^rls, _10txS-10; Abmad b. 
YahyS. b. nl-MurtaiJa, Al-Sty tajnhh: being an fi^n 

the Kit&b al-milal im' f-nftaf, •Arnold, Lcip-g, 1002 , 

•lya^b. Musa al-YaljjfibI, Af^Shffd /t fa jV 

Cairo, 1272; M. BcUn, 'Fetoua relatlf a la condition 

VOL. IX.— 49 


des 21mmis’ (tr. from Arab., in JA tv. xvUi. [1S511 41811.); 
W. M. Patton, Alimed. ibn Hanbal and the Jfitno, Leyden, 
1807 ; R. J. H. CJottheU, * Dhiinmis and Moslems in Egypt,' OT 
and Semitic Studies in Memorjr of William liainey Marper, 
Chicago, 1003, 11. ; R. P, A. Dozy, Hist, des Mttsulmans 
d'Espagne, Leyden, 1861 ; J. von Hammer, Geseh. des osman- 
isehen Reiches-, 4 vols., Pcsth, 1834-35 ; A. de la Tonquiire, 
Hist, de I'empire ottoman, new «!., Taris. 1014 ; T. W. Arnold, 
The Preaching of Islam-, l,ondon,1013 ; M.Schrclner/ Bcltrage 
zur Oesch. der theologischen Bewegungen In Islam,' ZDilG lil. 
flSOSJ 4C3ff. ; H. Graetz, Hist, of the Jews, 6 vols., London, 
1891-92; C. H. Churchill, The Druses and the Maroniies 
under the Turldsh Rule from ISW to lSCO,do. 1802 ; W. Denton, 
The Christians of Turkep, do. 1876 ; Malcolm McCoIl, The East- 
ern Question, do. 1877 ; W. A. Shedd, Islam and the Oriental 
Churches, Philadelphia, 1004 ; Mlltall Mashaqa, Mashhad 
al-'ii/dn Hi baw&dith Surigd tea Libnan, Cairo, 1003 ; A. For- 
tescue. The Orthodox Eastern Church, I^ndon, 1007, p. 233 fl,. 
The Lesser Eastern Churches, do. 1018: Martin Hartmann, 
Die islamisehe Verfassung und JVnrflflung (Dis Kultur der 
Gegenwart, l. U. 1), Lelprig, 1911, p. 65. 

T. W. Arnold. 

PERSEVERANCE. — ^The subject of persever- 
ance may be treated either (1) from tho doctrinal 
point of view as an element in a system of theology, 
for which a basis may be souglit in the teacbing 
of Scripture confirmed by reason and experience ; 
or (2) irom the practical and etliical point of view, 
as a virtue to be striven after by the Christian, 
the ethical conditions of which may he inquired 
into and set forth. 

I. Doctrinal. — From the doctrinal point of view, 
the assertion of the perseverance of tho saints is 
the affirmation that those who who have become 
once truly regenerate, or united to Christ by 
genuine faith, ‘canncitlier totally nor finally fall 
away from the state of grace ; but shall certainly 
persevere therein to tlio end, and be eternally 
saved ’( TF&sijm’nsfer Confession, ch. xvii. ; Larger 
Catechism, 79 ; cf. Canons of Synod of Dort, ch. 
v. can. 3). This is a characteristic doctrine of the 
Anguatinian and Calvinistic theology, flowing logi- 
cally as it does from tho Augustinian and Calvin- 
istio conception of the salvation of sinners ns due 
to unconditional election and irresistible dirine 
grace. This doctrine is rejected by the Roman 
Catholic Church, which teaches the possibility of a 
man once justified falling away from grace. 

* If any ono maintain that a man onco Justified cannot foso 
grace and therefore that he who falls and sins never was truly 
justifled, lot him be accursed ' (Council of Trent, sess, vl. cb. xv. 
can. 2SX 

Similarly, tho Arminions and the Lutherans 
teach that those who wore once justified and re- 
generated may, by neglecting grace and grieving 
the Holy Spirit, fall into such sins os arc incon- 
sistent with true justifying faith, and, continuing 
and dying in the same, may finally fall into perdi- 
tion {Confession of the Remonstrants, xi. 7 : 
Formula Concordia, p. 705). In support of the 
doctrine of the certain final perseverance of tho 
saints various passages of Scripture are adduced : 

‘My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow roe : end I give unto them eternal life ; and they 
shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my 
band. My Father, which hath given them unto me, is greater 
than all ; and no one Is able to snatch them out of the lather's 
hand’; Bo EttsAti 'ivho shail separate us from the love of 
Christ,’ etc. ; 11® "The glfU and the calling of God are with- 
oot repentance'; Ph \6 'Being confident of this very thing, 
that he which h(^n a good work in you will perfect It until the 
day of Jesus ChrisL’ 

The doctrine is inferred also from the nature of 
regeneration and renewal as a work of divine grace. 
All those passages of Scripture which lay emphasis 
on the working of the Holy Spirit, or on divine 
grace, ns tlic cause to which tho spiritual life in indi- 
vidual human persons, alike in its beginning and 
in its progrc-ssive continuance, is due, seem to lead 
logically to the doctrine of certain final pcrEcvcr- 
nnce ns guaranteed by the atcadfa-stness of the 
Spirit’s working and tho victorious power of 
divine grace {e.g., Eph !«!• 2’, 1 P 1», Jn 14«“, 
2 Co P'*- etc.). 

If tho beginning of Christian life in the indi- 
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vidual is due solely to unconditional divine election 
(Ac 13^®, Eo 8*®) and its continuance is due entirely 
to the inward working of the Holy Spirit (Ph 2’®), 
then it stands to reason that perseverance unto 
the end is certain in the case of all who have be- 
come regenerate, because no room seems to he left 
for any possible falling away or any failure to 
attain. But the responsibility of the individual 
for the development of his character and the issue 
of his life seems also to be done away with on this 
conception of the matter. The free exercise of 
will power by the individual as a morally respon- 
sible agent seems to be ignored or left out of ac- 
count. 

So argue the Romanists, Arminians, and others, 
who are so anxious to safeguard human freedom 
as a factor in determining the issues of life for 
individuals that they feel constrained, not only to 
deny unconditional election and irresistible si-ace 
as the determining factors in regeneration and con- 
version, but also to leave room for a possible final 
falling away from grace, through subsequent per- 
versity, of those who were once justified and regen- 
erated. They are wont to charge those who ad- 
vocate the doctrine of the certain final perseverance 
of the saints with thereby fostering a dangerous 
and unwarrantable sense of security in Christians, 
in place of that ‘fear and trembling' with which 
it becomes them to ‘ work out their salvation ' as 
persons liable to fall away and therefore needing 
to exercise continual watchfulness (Ph 2'®). Be- 
sides the exhortations to diligence (such as 2 P P?) 
and the warnings of danger in case of carelessness 
(such as Rev 3®, 1 Co 10'®) addressed in the Scrip- 
tures to believers, apparently implying the possi- 
bility of their falling away from grace, those who 
rej'ect the doctrine of certain final perseverance 
are wont to quote such passages as Lk 14®®, Mt 13®®S 
Jn 15®, 2 P 2®®'*, and especially He 6^"® 10®®'*, in 
favour of their mew, and to point to experience as 
furnishing examples of those who once were pro- 
fessing Christian believers but have fallen away 
into unbelief or ungodliness (Jn 17'®, 2 Ti 4*®, Rev 
2®). The issue in dispute, in so far as it is of a 
psychological character, turns on the question 
whether a man’s will, in order to be and to 
remain free, must always remain unstable or un- 
certain as to its choices ; or whether it is possible 
that the human will may become established in 
goodness -without ceasing to be free, so that its 
free choice of good vdll become a certainty. The 
will of God is conceived of as free, yet as invari- 
ably choosing with certainty the right and the 
good and rejecting the evil. If the will of man 
can, in any way, attain to a similar stability in 
goodness, while still remaining free, the certainty 
of his final perseverance is assured ; so that certainty 
of final perseverance is not inconsistent in idea 
Avith the retention of freedom of will. It is psy- 
chologically possible. The question then comes 
to be whether, and by Avhat means, a man’s Avill 
may become permanently established in goodness 
in this life, so as to guarantee liis final persever- 
ance. 

Calvinists affirm that this is effected when the 
individual becomes truly united to Christ through 
freely yielding to the Spirit’s gracious influence in 
regeneration and conversion ; for_ thereby the indi- 
■vidual becomes a member of Christ’s Body, linked 
to Him by a vital bond of union, and the ivhole 
power of Christ and of the ^irit becomes pledged 
to ensure his perseverance (1 Co 6”). The remnants 
of indwelling sin in the believer may lead to tem- 
porary lapses or baokslidings ; but the dominion of 
sin over that individual has been finally broken 
(Ro 6'®), and his ultimate perseverance in choice of 
right is assured. 'This seems theoretically soimd 
and conclusive. But, in practice, an overweening 


confidence or a careless security is excluded by two 
considerations of a practical kind, (n) Etch if 
final perseverance is assured through God’s irork- 
ing in ns, care and Avatchfulness are needed to 
prevent temporary lapses or backslidings, which 
are deplorable and hurtful to the soul. Slany ex- 
hortations to Avatchfulness and prayer and earnest 
moral effort addressed in Scripture to believers 
may be taken as counteractive warnings against 
such lapses and backslidings to which Christians 
are liable (e.y., Mt_24« 25'® 26®', Ph 2'«- etc,), (6) 
Further, the conditions of true regeneration and 
union -with God through Christ are such that it is 
possible for individuals to be self-deceived as to 
their true standing, and to assume a security 
which is not warranted by their real condition. 
Hence the need for the exhortation given to pro- 
fessing Christians to ‘ give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure’ (2 P 1'®). The falling 
aivay of some whp at one time had a place among 
professing Christians is explained in various pas- 
sages of Scripture as due to the fact that, notwith- 
standing the fair appearance of spiritual life in 
the sight of their fellow-men, theyivere from the 
beginning . without that real power of godliness 
which comes from vital union with Christ (1 Jn 2'®, 
Rev 3'). Where ‘regeneration’ is minimized or 
robbed of its true ethical significance and trans- 
formed into something of a magical or mechanical 
nature effected through an external rite, it is easy 
to understand why the possibility of the ‘ regener- 
ate ’ falling away should have to be insisted on as 
home Avitness to by experience. The possibility 
of men being self-deceived as to their real standing, 
through being content Avith AA’hat is merely formal 
and ritual or external, and failing to realize the 
high ethical and spiritual significance of regenera- 
tion and all that it implies, should serve to counter- 
act any danger of a too easy security in connexion 
Avith a doctrine of final perseverance. 

In vieAv of these possibilities of self-deception, as 
well as the possibilities of deplorable and hurtful 
temporary backslidings on the part of the truly 
regenerate, the apostolic exhortations and A\’am- 
ings addressed to professing believers are not Avith- 
out justification, even though the doctrine of the 
certain final perseverance of the truly regenerate 
be a sound doctrine. Even such solemn Avamings 
as we find in He 6®'* 10®® (Avhich furnish tlie 
strongest Scriptural support of those Avho contend 
for the amissibility of grace and deny the doctrine 
of certain final perseverance) may be interpreted 
as needful warnings addressed to a concrete prac- 
tical situation and not necessarily involving any 
theological implication inconsistent Avith a doctrine 
Avhich seems to he Avell founded in Scripture and m 
reason, and from which many humble Christians 
have derived comfort and help in fighting the good 
figbt of faith. The doctrine of the certam final 
perseverance of those Avhose Avills become 

fished in goodness ■ through freely_ yielding to tfie 
Holy Spint’s gracious influence in_ regeneration 
and reneAval is usually held in conjunction Antu 
the Calvinistic doctrines of particular and tmcon- 

ditional election and the irresistibility of dime 
grace in conversion. It may, however, be field y 
those who reject these other doctrines as unethiral 
and inconsistent AAuth human freedom and respon - 
bility. Thus Martensen, though he accepted tne 
Lutheran position on most points of doctnne. pro- 
fesses his adherence to the Reformed, in opp 
tion to the Lutheran, doctrine on this 
final perseverance {Christian DogfJiattcSt^ 
is in the free act of yielding to the draiyings of tl e 
Spirit and the influences of dmne grace 
tion and reneAval, which leads up fo J^e ^ ■ 

establishing of the will in ’ 

found for Tinman responsibility and for 
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freedom as an important factor in determining the 
issues of life (Mt 23”, Jn 5^“, Eo 2^). 

2 . Ethical. — Regarded from the more purely 
practical point of view as a virtue or grace to be 
aimed at by earnest moral endeavour, perseverance 
is a_ duty to which Christian believers are urged in 
Scripture by many and varied considerations. 
Thus our standing as sons of God, together with 
the assured hope of being like Christ when He 
appears, is adduced by St. John as a stimulus to 
the Christian to ‘purify himself, even as he is 
pure’ (1 Jn 3’). St. Peter also adduces the be- 
liever’s position as ' purified ’ in soul by ‘ obedience 
to the truth ’ through the Spirit as a reason why 
we should ‘love one another with a pure heart 
fervently ’(IP 1”). St. Paul, too, frequently bases 
his exhortations to believers to perseverance in 
holy living on a consideration or the believer’s 
position as justified by faith and in union with 
Christ (Ro 6“'” 12’'' 13®- etc.), while he urges 
the consideration that ‘ God is working in us ’ to 
ensure the success of our efforts, not as a reason 
for sloth or easy security, but rather as a stimulus 
and incentive to earnest moral endeavour (Ph 2'”')> 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews also 
makes strong appeal to those to whom he writes, 
because of their past experiences of gospel mace 
and privilege, and the indications which they have 
shown of true spiritual life, to ‘shew the same 
diligence unto the fulness of hope even to the end * 
(6''), while he enforces his appeal by a solemn 
warning as to the danger of those who fall away 
after having gone a certain length and gained some 
experience ot the influences of prevenient grace 
(6‘'®; cf. 1 Co 10’’). Earnest moral endeavour, 
therefore, grounded in faith, and stimulated by 
hope and love, is one of the ethical conditions of 
perseverance unto the end, viewed ns a Christian 
virtue. But it is not the sole or main condition. 
Indeed, moral struggle and effort are apt sometimes 
to beget a spirit of independence and self-reliance 
which is alien to the true spirit of the Christian 
life. For that is essentially a life of conscious 
dependence on a power greater than ourselves 
which is working for us and in us — the power of 
God as manifested in the crucified and risen Christ, 
and in the Holy Spirit who applies the Christian 
redemption to us. Hence the main ethical condi- 
tion of perseverance ns a Christian grace is repre- 
sented in Scripture as being ‘abiding in Chnst’ 
tlirough steadfast and continuous exercise of the 
will in faith and self-surrender (Jn 16’'-). Or, 
inasmuch as the function of the Holy Spirit is to 
take of the things of Christ and show them unto 
us (Jn 16”'-)) the main condition of perseverance in 
holy living is represented as being a continuous 
yielding of ourselves in believing self-surrender to 
the motions and promptings of the Holy Spirit 
given to us by God as an ‘ earnest’ of our salvation 
(2 Co 6®, Ro 8’*). Perseverance in holiness may 
call for moral effort and striving, but it is not the 
effort of self-reliant independence or self-sulTiciency, 
but ratiier the effort to keep ourselves in touch 
■with Christ through faith (Ph 3'°, Gal 2“), to ‘ walk 
in the Spirit’ (Gal 5'®) and allow ourselves to be 
‘ led by the Spirit ’ (Ro 8'*). The main condition 
of perseverance ns a Christian virtue is indicated 
by St. Paul in 2 Co 3’® ; 

' 'Wo Ml, ■with unveiled (aco rcflcctlns as n mirror the plory of 
the Lord, are translonncd into the same imago from glory to 
glory, even as from the Lord tlio Spirit.' 

With a view to thus keeping themselves in the 
‘ fellowship ’ of Christ (Ph 3’®) and in ‘the lovc of 
God’ (Jude “), and so making their ‘calling and 
election sure ’ (2 P l’°) and securing their persever- 
ance tinto the end, believers are exhorted to make 
a diligent ttse of tlio means of grace — the Word 
(Eph 0”). the sacraments (1 Co ll’®), and prayer 


(Eph 6’®) — and not to forsake the assembling of 
themselves together for common worship (Ho 10”). 
Thus abiding.in Ciirist, and having Him abiding in 
them throng constant faith and watchfulness and 
willing self-surrender to the Holy Spirit’s leadings, 
believers are enabled to bring forth the fruit of tlie 
Spirit and are ‘ guarded by the power of God 
through faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time ’ (1 P 1®). 

Ln-EKATiniE. — TTtslmfnstCT- Cor\fcsfion of Faith, ch. xvii. { 1 L " 
Canons of Sirnod of Sort, ch. v. can. 3 ; Council ot Trent, f css. 
vl. chs. 13, 16, can. 23; Confession of the liemanstrants, xi. V ; 
Formula Concordice, pp. 691, 705 ; Apol. Avg. Conf., pp. VI, 
86 ; Augustine, de Correplione et Gratia, 8 ; Bcllanninc, de 
Amiss. Gratia, scss. xiv. ch. 6 ; Calvin, Institutes, bk. ii. ch. 
ill. 11-14 ; F. Turretin, Opera, Edinburgh, 1817, loa rv. 
qu. xvi. ; H. Martensen, Christian Dogmatics, Eng, tr., do. 
1860, S 235 ; J. J. van Oosterzee, Christian Dogmatics, Eng. 
tr.4, London, 1SS6, sect. 121. D. S. ADAM. 

PERSIA.— See Ach.s:menians, Avesta, 6a- 
BARS, IraKIANS, PARSIS, SASANIANS, ZOROASTER. 

PERSONAL IDEALISM.— See Plurausm. 

PERSONALISM. — i. History and definition. — 
The earliest suggestion of the relationship between 
personality and nature was made by Anaxagoras, 
whose ‘thought-stuff’ was conceived as the self- 
moving purposive force in natural phenomena. 
Aristotle laid the foundation for personalism by 
affirming self-consciousness as the highest being, 
but Hellenism generally considered personality 
limiting and not to bo predicated of the supreme 
being. Augustine first held fast to the experience 
Avhich personality has of itself as its highest prin- 
ciple. The uniqueness and individuality of the 
t human soul or tlie inner experience were to him 
■vital to any true theory of God and the world. 
Descartes found in personality alone the basis of 
union between thought and thing. Up to this point 
personality had been considered in the light of 
tundamental truth rather than of fundamental 
reality. 

The idea of personality as the foundation of 
knowledge was further developed by Berkeley, 
Leibniz, Kant, Fichte, Hegel, and Lotze. They 
agree that the immediateness of self-consciousness 
is the starting-point of philosophy. In this sense 
Eucken, Howison, Bergson, James, F. C. S. Schil- 
ler, Ward, Eoyco, and others of the modem school 
may be called personalists. 

ixom the metaphysical point of view, we may 
distinguish between those personalists of pluralistic 
turn to whom the ultimate reality is a system of 
related selves and those of monistic temper to 
whom the ultimate reality is a single person wliich 
differentiates itself into the many personalities 
and objects of the world. _ Neither of these types 
of thought lends to a consistent personalism. The 
latter tends towards pantheism, and the former 
leaves us in an impossible pluralism. 

Personalism, in the proper sense of the term, 
asserts a system of selves related tlirough a supremo 
personality. It conceives of the supreme person 
as existing in and through the_ concrete continuous 
exercise of his personally, thinking, willing, and 
sustaining all things, 'This personality, far from 
being subject to analysis, is the ultimate fact 
whicn alone makes the world ns a whole intel- 
ligible. Lotze affirmed personality of the divine 
being, but neglected to c.arry out the implication 
to its deeper theistic conclusions. Renouvier, who 
first emploj-ed the term ‘personalism,’ thought it 
necessary to c-scape pantheism by assigning the 
world of being to a_ single primary creative act. 
Bownc, however, insisted upon a supreme person- 
ality creatively present in the on-going of the 
world. 

Personalism in this stricter sense is closely allied 
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wth the thought of Augustine, and accords mth 
the Christian demand for a personal relationship of 
man to the infinite world-ground which is a person. 

Personalism may then be defined as that system 
of philosophy which views personality as the active 
ground of the world, and as containing in the 
mystery of its own unique being the key to all the 
antinomies of metaphysics. It is the latest form 
of theism and has oeen most completely worked 
out in the writings of the American philosopher, 
Borden Parker Bowne. It occupies a mediating 
position between pure empiricism and pure ideal- 
ism, and is to be judged by its definition of reality, 
its doctrine of knowledge, and its conception of 
space and time. 

2. The personalistic definition of reality. — ^The 
real is that which can act or he acted upon. The 
materialist, assuming that the seat of reality is 
in the atom, negates the validity of all mental 
processes. He is faced by the double problem of 
how the atom can produce mistaken perceptions 
and how it is possible to account for reflective 
knowledge. Pure idealism, approaching the ques- 
tion from the opposite direction, encounters diffi- 
culty with the problem of evil. If all that we see 
is the manifestation of the divine, whence comes 
evil in the world t 

The personalistic interpretation of reality is 
designed to meet these difficulties. The world of 
things is not a mere succession of phenomena, but 
depends upon the causal activity of a divine person- 
ality. The mutual relations and interactions of 
the world spring from the unity of the supreme 
will. The mind grasps a true world because both 
thinker and thing are included in the one creative 
harmony. This truth is foreshadowed in the 
experience of causal efficiency by the human per- 
sonality. 

Out of this definition of reality flows the person- 
alistic definition of being. Being is neither abstract 
supreme idea nor unknowable substance lying 
benind phenomena. Being is implied in the capacity 
for intelligent causal action, or in the capacity for 
being acted upon. All that exists is the result or 
manifestation of a supreme, active, purposive in- 
telligence which creates and sustains the world of 
lesser intelligences and things. It has no meaning 
apart from this purpose which is its ground. Mind 
can understand the movement of matter because ^ 
both proceed from the same source. The mind 

f rasps the meaning of the world because it owns 
inship with the intelligence which creates the 
world. It is itself purposive, self-directive, and 
causal within the world-order. By this definition 
personalism escapes the pantheistic conclusions of 
absolutism and the mechanical determinism of 
empiricism. 

Personalism is saved from the vagueness of most 
forms of idealism by its pragmatic requirements. 
E.g., the purposive causal intelligence is not taken 
as pure abstraction existing independently of the 
world. As the very essence of human personality 
lies in its self-directive freedom and causal effici- 
ency, so these qualities are affirmed of the divine 
personality. The divine being exists in, and not 
apart from, his activity. 

If the question is raised how, on such an assump- 
tion, we escape the dilemma of a fore-ordered 
universe, or a fatal dualism raised by man’s free- 
dom to do evil, it may be replied that human free- 
dom is a part of the divine purpose within certain 
limits allotted to man. If it be asked what then 
becomes of the divine purpose and foreknowledge 
when man acts contrary to the 'will of God, it may 
bo answered that foreknowledge does not include 
those indmdual facts which he within the range 
of liuman action, but applies rather to that larger 
purpose, the development of character, which 


would be impossible apart from freedom. It may 
well be that from tlie eternal view-point an even^ 
ual world of voluntaiy righteousness is of vaster 
importance than a world of involuntary sinlessness. 
The thing desired seems to be a growing niorai 
personality in man like that which exists in God. 
Personality, then, which we must believe to be tlie 
supreme treasure of the eternal consciousness, is 
likewise the supreme gift and task of man. 

3. The _ personalistic definition of thought.— 
Thought is that form of mental activity the aim 
of which is knowledge or truth. Its fundamental 
conditions^ are an enduring self-conscious thinker, 
the possibility of common understanding of terms 
used, and a sure correspondence between the 
thinker, the thought, and the thing. 

Continuing the thought of tlie mediating char- 
acter of personalism, let us apply the definition 
of knowledge. Empiricism en^avours to trace 
mental images to movement in nerve-cells. But, 
when the perception of roughness has been traced 
from the resistance of matter to the cells of the 
brain, we are forced to explain how the shocking 
of nerve-cells becomes an idea of roughness. It is 
no answer to assume a ‘double face’ to nervous 
action ; for then each nerve-cell must be endowed 
with all the magic powers of brain and personality. 
The only way to bridge the gap is to assume an 
enduring personalitjr which interprets the nervous 
shock as roughness in the object. Were the move- 
ment of nerve-cells 'to cover the whole process, 
there would he no place for error, for one man’s 
sensation of the fundamental reality would be as 

f ood as another’s. But empiricism meets its greatest 
ifficulty in the problem of reflective knowledge. 
If we try to think of nerve-shocks stored in the 
cells of the brain to be called forth by sensation or 
association, we are forced to explain how reflective 
knowledge can be more than a hodge-podge of 
sensational memories. What power is present to 
produce a new result in reflective knowledge? 
Would a physical mixing of the cells of old sensa- 
tions produce reflective knowledge? If, on the 
other hand, there be a self-identifying personality 
interpreting impressions according to a growing 
knowledge, misled often, but coming by repeated 
experience to enlarging conceptions,_we have the 
crucible in which matter and mentality may come 
together. 

This interpretation is also far removed from the 
view of the ^solutist to whom the fundamental in 
thought is an abstract divine idea. To the per- 
sonalist knowledge exists only in the_ concrete. 
Thought is not the mere replica of the divine ide^ 
It is a self-realized result of individual action and 
freedom. It may he tinged with error or ig”®''" 
ance, but its distortion cannot be laid to the 
charge of the supreme thinker. 

How may we know that there is a reality corre- 
sponding 'to our knowledge? We succeed only as 
we assume that the world of things and persons is 
created and upheld by a purposive intelligence 
In this supreme personality, source of thmker ana 
thing, lies the final unity. . 

4. Personalism and other philosophic^ proo- 
lems. — (a) Space and time . — Until the days 0 
Kant space and time had been generally conceivea 
as fundamental realities existing independently m 
all intelligence. It was Kant who set them forth 
as merely the forms under which the thinfcing 
mind relates the world of things and events to 
itself and to each other. Personalism agrees men 
Kant in bis view of the subjective nature of space 
and time, but goes on to assert an offiec^vo 
validity as well. I may say that 
are omy the forms nnaer which I think, hut 
they peculiar to me? If purely “ 

Kant taught, there is no way of granting them 
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general validity and no assurance that our calendars 
or geographies will agree. Both time and space 
must he given objective validity to free them from 
the disjunctive caprice of the individual and make 
possible a world united in space and time relations. 
The forms of time and space gain a validity uni- 
versal for intelligent beings through a supreme 
personal intelligence who creates and upholds all. 

(6) Causality . — With materialism the mind can 
never grasp the real thing, but only its phenomena. 
Hence, in dealing with causality materialism is 
for ever hiding its processes under a figure of 
speech. ' Reality is shifted from mass to molecule, 
from molecule to atom, from atom to ffion, from 
ffion to electron, and always that which is invis- 
ible. Out of these imagined actions and reactions 
all causation is said to spring. 

Idealism sweeps this whole world of phenomena 
into subjectivity. But by subjective we may 
mean either one of two things. We may mean 
that which is peculiar to the individual alone or 
that which is true for intelligence anywhere and 
which has no existence apart from it. Failure to 
make this distinction is fatal to idealism. Unless 
it is made, the system of experience becomes the 
fiction of the individual. 

In describing causality personalism makes a 
distinction between phenomenal and efficient caus- 
ality. Phenomenal causality has reference to the 
true order or succession of events. We name this 
succession ‘cause and effect.’ We say that the 
effect can be traced to its cause, which is correct 
enough for practical purposes; if we speak of 
efficient causation, it is not adequate. Retracing 
from effect to cause in thc_ phenomenal world, wo 
are committed to the infinite regress. Moreover, 
we have a closed system, as all effects are potenti- 
ally present always. Tliere is no place for the 
new. We are finally forced baoK upon the 
assertion of the unknowable. We might ne satis- 
fied with this affirmation of nescience, did not two 
considerations arise to disturb us : (1) that the 
human spirit revolts against such a conclusion, 
and (2) that our own experience of personality 
gives an example of efficient, uncaused causality. 
Humau laws are founded upon this fact. _ The 
human personality^ is not the prey of driving 
molecules and brain-storms. In the recesses of 
personality lies the possibility of starting new 
successions of cause and effect. If, then, wo are 
to have efficient causation, wo must find it not in 
unthinking atoms, nor in their combination, nor 
in impersonal laws of succession, but, rather, bound 
up with the purpose and intelligence of a porson- 

Phenomenal causation is the succession of ap- 
pearances common to nil. We can mark the pre- 
existences and successions which hold universally 
in the world of experience, and we can formulate 
their laws without granting them causal efficiency 
or assuming anything concerning their meta- 
physical ground. Efficient causation, on the other 
hand, deals not with the order of succession but 
with the ground of being itself._ 

Causal explanation must bo in terms of person- 
ality or it must vanish altogether. _ Any world- 
ground capable of real causation, not itself involved 
in the atomic flux, must be both personal and 
intelligent. 

(c) Chanys and identity. — With materialism 
change is mipossible. Wlint wo call change is a 
re-arrangemcnt of atoms. Even thought can bo 
no more than that. We have a static universe 
with its prescribed number of atoms, and all 
possibilities lie in their permutations and combina- 
tions. With absolutism change is a mere appear- 
ance. Ill tlie ultimate reality, the divine thought, 
nil is static. 


Entertaining a lively sense of this problem, 
Bergson posits duration ns the abiding element in 
change. Change can mean something only to that 
which retains its identity through all changes. 
But abstract terms have no way of relating events. 
This can be done only by an abiding personality. 
If, then, the human personality is to locate itself 
in the universe or to image that which survives the 
passing world of events, it is driven to affirm a 
supreme enduring personality, in which the world 
and all lesser personalities find a common unity. 

(d) Unity and plurality. — ^Driven by criticism 
to acknowledge the dualism that exists between 
thought and thing, and with no basis of mediation, 
some minds are turning to the affirmation of 
pluralism (q.v.). But a disjunctive universe is as 
much an impossibility for thought ns a world pre- 
determined by a divine idea. The pluralist cannot 
make his world disjunctive enough to be con- 
sistent. Unless he preserves a certain amount of 
unity — the unity of a mind able to grasp the 
fleeting events of time and the baffling appearance 
of change — Icnowledge is meaningless. 

Bersonalism affirms that the only real unity of 
which we arc directly aware is the unity of the 
free and conscious self. The self sunnves the 
passing events of experience, relates them to itself 
under the forms of time and space, and makes 
itself the centre of its changing world. That there 
is any higher unity is due to the fact that one is 
not alone, but is surrounded by a world of self- 
conscious intelligences, themselves comprehended 
in synthesis by a supremo personal intelligence. 
Through self-conscious and self-acting personality 
alone can the world be brought into substantial 
unity. 

Thus arc wc rid of the conflict between mind 
and matter, noumena and phenomena, and the 
disjointed world of pluralism. This b done also 
without resort to an idealism which, though 
grand in conception, is death to the maintenance 
of freedom. 

liniRATCBE.— B. P. Bowne, Penmalirm, Boston, 1!K)8, 
PAilospphi/ of Theitm. Kew Vork, I6Sr, MtlapApsics, do. ISOS, 
Theory of Thouyhl and Knowledge, do. ISO", Kant and Spencer, 
Boston nnd London, 1912 ; R. T, Flcwelllnfr, Pertonalitm and 
the ProUems of Philosophy, Kew Totk, 1015 ; C. Renouvier, 
Le Personnalisme, Boris, 1002 ; F. L, Strickland, Foundations 
of Christian Belief, New York, 1016 ; J. W. Bnckham, Person- 
ality and the Christian Ideal, Boston, 1000. 

R. T. FLEWELLINa. 

PERSONALITY. — ^What is a self, and how 
are wc conscious of it? The words ‘self’ and 
‘person’ may bo taken as equivalent, and, ns 
‘personality’ is a more familiar term than ‘solf- 
ness,’ wc may put our question in this form. What 
is personality, nnd how do wo know it? 

The quality of personality is knoivn to mo because 
I have perception — in the strict sense of the word 
— of one being which possesses the quality, namely, 
myself. Tho view thnt i perceive myself is not a 
very common one, csjiccinliy in recent pbilosojihio 
thought, but a discussion of it is absolutely essential 
for the comprehension of tho nature of spirit. 

In this article the word ‘ perception ’ is used to 
denote that species of awareness which we have of 
the existent— awareness being nmental state which 
is not a belief, though it is knowledge. It is of 
great importance to be clear as to what is meant 
by ‘awareness’ and ‘perception.’ The present 
writer uses both terms in tho manner introduced 
by Bertrand A. W Russell, and explained by him 
in his paper on Knowledge by Acquaintanec and 
Knowledge by Description. 

I am awars of in okjtct, or am acquainted with an object— 
the phrases arc used ss sjmonvrnous— when ‘ I hsve a direct 
copnitivc relation to that object. ... In fact, I think the 
relation ol subject and object which I coll ncqualntmce li 
simply the converse of the relation of object and enbject which 
constitutes presentation. Th.vt Is. to ray that S has acquaint- 
ance with 0 is essentially the tame thin? at to »ay that O it 
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presented to S. . . . When we ask what are the kinds of objects 
with which we are acquainted, the first and most obvious 
example is sense-data.' SVhen I see a colour or hear a noise, I 
have direct acquaintance with the colour or the noise. We are 
also acquainted, in introspection, with 'objects in various 
cognitive and conative relations to ourselves. When I see the 
sun, it often happens that I am aware of my seeing the sun, 
In addition to being aware of the sun, and when I desire food, 
it often happens that I am aware of my desire for food. . . . 
The awarenesses we have considered so far have all been aware- 
nesses of particular exlstents, and might aU in a larger sense 
be called sense-data. For, from the point of view of theory of 
knowledge, introspective knowledge is exactly on a level with 
knowledge derived from sight or hearing, Bu^ in addition 
to awareness of the above kind of objects, which may be called 
awareness of particulars, we have also what may be called 
awareness of universals, . . . Not only are wo aware of par- 
ticular yeUou’s, but if we have seen a sufficient number of 
yellows and have sufficient intelligence, we are aware of the 
universal yellow ; this universal is the subject in such judgments 
as “yellow differs from blue” or “yellow resembles blue less 
than ^een does.” And the universal j'ellow is the predicate in 
such judgments as “ this is yellow," when “this "is a particular 
sense-datum. And universal relations, too, are objects of 
awarenesses ; up and down, before and after, resemblance, 
desire, awareness itself, and so on, would seem to be all of them 
objects of which we can be aware.' l 

This, then, is what ‘awareness’ means. By 
‘perception’ is meant the awareness of what 
Russell calls ‘ particulars,’ or sense-data in a large 
sense. All of these are substances. And we can, 
of course, be aware of them only when they exist. 
Perception, therefore, is always awareness of the 
existent. But awareness which is not perception 
need not be of the existent. If I know what any 
simple characteristic means, I am aware of it. 
But my awareness, c.y., of yellow, does not prove 
that there is any existent thing which has the 
characteristic of yellow. 

Perception, however, is not limited to the per- 
ception of substances. There is, indeed, no percep- 
tion except when a substance is perceived, but, 
along with the substance, we are able to perceive 
some particular characteristic of the substance. 
This is proved by the fact that we make judgments, 
which no one would assert were in all cases in- 
correct, that a substance has certain characteristics, 
for which our only evidence is our awareness. 
And, since the judgment is that a particular ex- 
istent substance has the characteristic, the aware- 
ness on which it is based must be perception. 
Since the characteristics of the existent themselves 
exist, the best definition of perception will be that 
it is awareness of the existent. 

What existent things do we perceive? It is 
clear that I do not perceive physical objects (as 
opposed to sense-data) or other people’s minds. 
My only ground for believing in them is by an 
inference from the sense-data which I do perceive. 
This does not mean that every belief in them is a 
deliberate and conscious inference from a premiss 
about sense-data. On the contrary, I often judge 
that there is a table in the room, or that I have 
met a friend, rvithout making any judgment 
whatever that I have perceived any sense-data. 
But, although my judgment that there is a table 
in the room is not an inference from sense-data, it 
will not be a judgment which I have any right to 
make unless I have experienced sense-data such 
that the existence of the table in the room could 
be legitimately inferred from them. And, if any 
doubt is throivn, by myself or others, upon the 
correctness of my judgment as to the table, the 
only way in which it can be justified is by an 
inference from sense-data.® 

1 Bussell, pp. 1-4. The present writer cannot accept, without 
BOme reservation, the account of w'hat objects it is that we are 
aware of by introspection, but this does not affect the meaning 
of awareness. 

2 In the same way the only way of justifying my belief that 
another person exists ^vilI be by on inference from sense-data 
which (except for a Berkleian) will lead first to a belief in his 
body (or a reality appearing as his body) and then to_ himself. 
Of course the sense-data which are the basis of such an inference 
need not be as closely connected with the object inferred ns to 
be a case of what is commonly colled seeing, touching, etc., the 


We do perceive, then, sense-data (using this 
word in the larger sense, to include our perception 
of mental events by introspection). We do not 
perceive physical objects or other people’s minds. 
But one question stul remains. Does each of us 
perceive himself ? 

The present writer believes that this is the case. 
The reasons which have led him to this view were 
suggested by a passage in Russell’s paper already 
quoted above.^ 

I am certainly aware of certain characteristics— 
c.p., the characteristic of equality. I know, then, 
the proposition, ‘I am aware of equality,’ If I 
know tbis _ proposition, I must know each con- 
stituent of it. I must therefore know ‘ I.’ What- 
ever we know must be known by acquaintance or 
by description. _ If, therefore, ‘ I^ cannot be known 
by description, it must be knoivn by acquaintance, 
and I must be aware of it. 

Now, how can ‘I’ be described in this case? 
The description must be an exclusive description, 
t.c. one which applies to nothing but ‘I,’ since I do 
not know what ‘ I ’ means unless I know enough 
about it to distinguish it from everything else. I 
am aware, as already said, of equality, and I am 
aware, by introspection, that there is an aware- 
ness of equality. Can I, by means of these, 
describe ‘1’ as that which is aware of equality? 
But it is obvious that this is not an exclusive 
description of ‘ I,’ for it could not be that unless it 
were certain that I was the only person who ever 
possessed awareness of equality. It is obvious 
that this is not certain, and that it is possible that 
some one else besides me ivas, is, or will be aware 
of equality. (In point of fact, I have ovenvhehn- 
ing empirical evidence for the conclusion that some 
other persons ore aware of equality.) Thus we 
cannot get an exclusive description of ‘I’ in this 
way. . . . 

It may be thought that an exclusive descnjition 
could be reached by going a step further. I am 
not only aware, it may be said, that there an 
awareness of equality, but I am also aware that 
there is this awareness of equality, the partiemar 
mental act which is my awareness of equality here 
and now. Now, if ‘I’ were described as that 
which is aware of this awareness of equality, 
should we not have reached an exclusive descrip- 
tion ? For no one else, it may be argued, could he 
aware of this awareness of equality except ‘I myselt 
who have it. Of course, in order that this may be 
an exclusive description of ‘ I,’ I must know what 
I mean by this awareness of equality. But this 
would be a case of knoivledge by awareness, iliia 
awareness of equality would be a sense-datum, ot 
■which we could be aware by introspection, siime 
no one denies that sense-data can be kno'wn by 
awareness. Thus, it is said, we can dispense -^tii 
the necessity for awareness of self, and hold tnac 
the only awareness of the existent — the only per- 
ception — is of sense-data. „„„ „f 

This argument, as has been seen, has, as one 
its steps, the assertion that no one ^n be , 

an awareness of equality except the . 

has that awareness. To this pomt if 
later. But first we must pomt out 
this step -were correct, the argument would not oe 

^The judgment which we are now considering is 
the judgment, ‘I am aware of ‘g 

Now this is Inot merely a judgment 
person, however identified, is aware of ^ 
ness. It also asserts that the person who is an are 
of the awareness is the person '"dio >® 
object Itself. I never saw the Andes 
but my belief in them is an inference from visual sense 
reading books about them. -nnipntinn In detail 

1 Euisell did not, however, n-ork out his contentmn in o 

which was not essential for the main design of bis paper. 
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judgment. And how can I he entitled to assert 
this identity if ‘ I ’ can be known only by descrip- 
tion T In that case I am aware of this awareness, 
and of making a judgment, and I may be entitled 
to conclude that there is some one who is aware of 
the awareness, and that some one is making the 
judgment, since both awarenesses and judgments 
require persons to make them. And it may be the 
case that * the person who is aware of this aware- 
ness ’ is an exclusive description of the person to 
whom it applies. But how do I know that the 
person thus described is the person who makes the 
judgment? If I am not aware of my self, the only 
thing I know about the person who makes the 
judgment is just the description, ‘ the person who 
makes this judgment.’ Ana, granting that this is 
an exclusive description, I am still not entitled to 
say, ‘ I am aware of this awareness,’ unless I know 
that the two exclusive descriptions apply to the 
same person. If the person is known only by these 
descriptions, or by other descriptions, it does not 
seem to me possible to know anything of the sort. 
Thus, if ‘ I ’ can be known only by description, it 
seems impossible that we can know that I am 
aware of this aivareness, or of anything else, since 
the judgment, ‘I am aware of X,’ always means 
that the person who is aware of X is also the 
person who is making the judgment. 

On the other hand, if I do perceive my self, there 
is no difficulty in justifying either the judgment, 

‘ I am aware of this awareness,’ or the judgment, 

' I am aware of equality.’ There is no need now 
to find an exclusive description of ‘I,’ because I 
am aware of it, t.e. know it by acquaintance, and 
therefore do not require to know it by description. 
And I can now justify the assertion, implied in 
the use of that the person who is aware 
(whether of this awareness or of equality) is the 
person who makes the judgment. For in perceiv- 
ing my self I perceive also, as was said above, some 
of the characteristics of my self. And, if I perceive 
it to have the character of being aware, of equality, 
or of an awareness, and also perceive it to have 
the characteristic of making this judgment, I am 
justified in holding that it is the same person who 
IS aware and who makes the judgment.^ 

"We have thus good reason to assert that I can 
perceive my self — i.c., if I can Icnow my self at all. 
For it would be impossible for any one who believed 
that the self could be known to deny the truth of 
some proposition which takes the form ‘ I am aware ! 
of X.’ And we have seen that such propositions 
cannot be justifiably accepted unless I can be aware 
of — i.c. perceive — my self. 

Thus the attempt to describe the self which is 
aware of cqualitj' by its identity with the self 
which is aware of this awareness of equality has 
broken down, even if we grant the premiss which 
it assured — that ‘ that which is aware of this 
awareness of equality ’ is an exclusive description 
of the substance to which it applies.^ But wo must 
now examine into the truth of this premiss, for, 
although the argument would not hold even if it 
were valid, the question of its validity is important 
in itself. 

It is very commonly held that it is impossible for 
any person to bo aware of any mental state except 
the person who has the state, and, therefore, that 
only one person can bo aware of it. ^yith regard 
to awareness which is not perception, it is univer- 1 
sally admitted that more tlian one person can be 

1 It may possibly bo Kiid that the avrarenejs Is never simul- 
taneous with the judpncnt nssertinp the awareness. The 
present writer would be inclined to tiouht this. Bat at any 
rate It Is clear that the judfrtnent can succeed the awareness 
very rapidh', and in that case we are probably Justifled in 
asscrlinp Uiat the sell which Is aware and the self which Judtjes 
the awareness are the same self. This point will be discussed 
later. 


aware of the same thing. It is only by awareness 
that we can know what any simple characteristic 
means— since, being simple, it cannot be defined 
— and the meaning of compound cbaraoteristics 
depends on the meaning of simple character- 
istics. If, therefore, two people could not be 
aware of the same simple characteristic, it would 
be impossible for one person ever to communicate 
bis thoughts to another. 

Opinions differ with regard to sense-data in the 
narrower sense of the word — excluding those 
admittedly gained by introspection, and including 
; only those which come, or appear to come, from 
the external senses. Some tliinkers regard them 
as such that two people can perceive the same sense- 
datum. Others, however, hold that each sense- 
datum can bo perceived only by one person, 
although sense-data perceived by different people 
may bo caused by the same object and may justify 
inferences as to the existence of that object. 

Bat that which falls wholly within a mind is 
usually denied to be perceptible bj' any mind except 
that in which it falls, whether it be a state of the 
mind, a relation between two states of the mind, 
or a relation between the mind and one of its own 
states. Thus those thinkers who bold, as some do, 
that sense-data in the narrower sense are states of 
the mind are invariably to be found among those 
who hold that each sense-datnm can be perceived 
only by one person — who is, of course, the person 
of whom they are states.^ And, in the case of the 
remainder of sense-data in the wider sense — those 
which are admittedly mental, and reached by 
introspection — it is generally held, or, rather, 
tacitly assumed, that they can have no other per- 
cipient than the mind within which they tall. 
Among these, of course, are all awarenesses. 

Now it does not seem that we are justified in 
asserting this as an absolute necessity. No doubt 
it is the cose that 1 do not perceive any state of 
mind of any person hut myself. I have good 
reason to believe that none of the persons whom I 
know, or who have recorded their experience in any 
way which is accessible to me, has ever perceived 
the states of mind of any other person than him- 
self. Nor have I any reason to believe that any 
other self in the universe has done so. But tho 
fact that there is no reason to suppose that it does 
happen is very far from being a proof that it 
conld not happen. Is there any reason for sup- 
posing that it could not happen ? Even if it is 
asserted that we have no reason to suppose that 
any self does perceive anytliing hnt its own states 
(a view whicli involves that sense-data in tho 
narrower sense are states of the self), there is 
no impossibility in its doing so. Tliat relative 
isolation of a self (of course it is not complete 
isolation) wliich would prevent it from entering 
into a relation of perception ivith anything outside 
itself need not he essential to the self because it is 
true of it throughout our experience. If, on tho 
other baud, sense-data in the narrower sense are 
not parts of tho self, then I can perceive something 
which is outside me, which is one step towards 
perceiving what is inside another self. The fact 
that in our experience this second stop is never 
taken does not prove that it is impos-sible. 

It must ho remembered that, if A should perceive 
a state of B’s, that would not make it a state of 
A’s or any less exclusively a state of B’s. To have 
a state and to perceive it are two utterly different 
things. In our present experience, as we have just 
said, no one docs tho second who does not do the 
first. But the first often occurs without the scconi 
I often have a state, even a conscious state, with- 
out being aware of that state,’ and thb docs not 

jn this were not to, every conscious state would start an 
Inllnite senes of perceptions, since a perception is iUelf a stale. 
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make it any the less my state. Since the two are 
so distinct, A might perceive a state of B’s, which 
perhaps B himself did not perceive, and yet it 
would be B’s state and not A’s. Confusion on this 
point has had a good deal to do with the prevailing 
belief that one self cannot perceive a state of 
another self. 

It is, therefore, not intrinsically impossible that 
one self should he aware of a state of another self 
(or that more than one self should be so), and, as a 
self can he aware of its own state, it is not intrin- 
sically impossible that two selves should be aware 
of the same awareness. We cannot, therefore, be 
certain that ‘ the person who is aware of this 
awareness ’ is an exclusive description of a person 
of whom it is true. And, if ‘ I ’ can be known only 
by means of this description, I cannot be certain 
who ' I ’ is, and cannot be certain that I know the 
meaning of the proposition, ‘ I am aware of this 
awareness,' or of the proposition, ‘I am aware of 
equality’ (since the 'I' m the latter was to be 
described by means of the former). But it is 
certain that I know the meaning of these proposi- 
tions, and it is certain that I am certain of their 
truth. Thus, for a second reason, the attempt to 
show that ‘ I ’ can be know by description in this 
manner has broken down. 

An attempt might be made to know ‘I’ by 
description wnioh would not be liable to the second 
obiection. For it might be said — and truly — that, 
while it is not impossible for more than one self to 
be aware of a particular awareness, it is impossible 
for more than one self to have the same particular 
awareness. If I am aware of X, it is not impossible 
that you, as well as I, should be aivare of my 
awareness of X, but it is impossible that my particu- 
lar awareness of X should also be your awareness 
of X, or anybody else’s, since what is a state — i.e. 
a part — of one self can in no case be a state of 
another self. 

This view the present writer believes to be cor- 
rect. It has been denied, both on the ground that 
my awareness of X is not a part of me and on the 
ground that two selves might possibly have a 
common part. But it is not necessary to decide 
these points here, as it can be shown that, even if 
the view is correct and no two selves can have the 
same awareness, it will still be impossible to know 
‘ I ’ by description. 

The attempt to know it by description on this 
basis would be as follows. If we start from ‘ I am 
aware of equality,’ and wish to describe the ‘ I,’ we 
must proceed to the further proposition, ‘ I have 
this acquaintance with equality,’ which will always 
be true if the other is. Then the 'I’ in the latter 
proposition can be described as the self which has 
this acquaintance with equality. This description 
cannot apply to more than one thing, and is there- 
fore an exclusive description of it. And the thing 
so described is the ‘I’m both propositions. And 
in this way we do avoid the second objection. But 
our new attempt is still open to the first objection 
— that it involves that two descriptions apply to 
the same self, and that we have no right to make 
this assumption. For, when I Msert the proposi- 
tion, ‘I have this awareness,’ it means that the 
self who has this awareness is the same as the self 
who asserts the proposition. Now, I can only 
describe the one — if it is to be described at all — as 
the self which has this awareness, and the second 
as the self which makes this judgment. Both of 
these are exclusive descriptions. (Of course, by 
‘this judgment’ is meant the psychical fact of 
judgment, not the proposition wliich is asserted.) 
and 1 should have to be again aware of that, and so on. We 
know that this is not the case. We do not very often perceive 
a perception, and perception of a perception of a perception 
scarcely ever happens except when we are engaged on epistemo- 
logical or psychological investigation. 


But I have no reason to suppose that they refer to 
the same self, and therefore I am not entitled to 
say, ‘I have this awareness,’ or, consequently, ‘I 
am aware of equality.’ 

If, on the other hand, I am aware of my self, I 
am entitled to say, ‘ I have this awareness,’ because 
I am aware of my self ivith the two characteristics 
of having the awareness and of making the judg- 
ment. Once more, then, we are hrou^it hack to 
the conclusion that, if I am entitled to make any 
assertion about my awareness of anything, I must 
he aware of my self. 

Nor is this all. The same line of argument wDl 
shoiy that, unless ‘ I ’ is knoivn hy awareness, I am 
nob justified in making any statement about my 
self, whether it deals with awareness or not. If I 
I start with the proposition, ‘ I am angry,’ and then, 
on the same prmciple as before, desenbe ‘ I ’ as that 
I which has this state of anger, my assertion will 
I involve the assertion that it is the same self which 
has this state of anger and which is making this 
proposition. And, if ‘I’ can be known only by 
aescription, there is no reason to hold that it is the 
same self which both has the state and makes the 
assertion. 

It is not, of course, impossible for us to have 
good reasons for believing that two descriptions 
both apply to some substance which we know only 
hy description. I know other people only by 
description, hut I may have good reason to believe 
of my friend X that he is both a socialist and a 
post-impressionist. But the case now before us 
IS not analogous to this. My beliefs about X 
depend for their correctness on the correctness of 
various inferences from sense-data of which lam 
aware— perhaps auditory sense-data whioli I hear, 
and which I infer to he due to his desire to com- 
municate his opinions to me. But, when I judge 
that I am angry, the conclusion that it is I who am 
angry is not an inference from _my awareness of a 
state of anger whose characteristics are such that 
it can only belong to a particular person. I am as 
directly certain that it is I who am angry as I am 
that the state of anger exists. And, if * I’_ is not 
knewn by awareness, tbe only alternative is that 
‘ I ’ should be described as that which is involved 
in the simple fact of the existence of the_ state of 
anger — the only element in the proposition oi 
wmeh, on this hypothesis, we are aware. That is, 
it must he described simply as the self which has 
this state of anger. And m this description there 
is nothing from which we can legitimately conclude 
that this IS the same self as that which makes the 


ss@]rtion 

Our conclusion, then, is that, if ‘I’ can ha 
:nown at all, it must be known by awareness, ana 
hat, if it cannot he known hy awareness, we are 
ot justified in asserting any proposition in whicn 
he term ‘I’ occurs. Unless we take tins ex- 
remely sceptical alternative, we must admit that 
I’ is Known by awareness. 

It may he asked why this result has not been 
coepted by so many — perhaps 
hilosophers. The explanation may be partly tnac 
bey saw that ‘ the self which has this state is an 
xciusive description of a self, when Joi®. 
nown by awareness, and that they did not see tn 
irther point that this description gave us no 
round to identify the self which has the 
ith the self making tbe assertion, 0^“ that tins 
lentity is implied in the use of ‘ I.’ But probiAly 
be chief reason is that they looked for tlio an are 
ess of the self in the wrong way. 
nd a consciousness of self which had the saro 
ositive evidence for being an e-woreness 
)und in an awareness of equality or m an a 
ess of some particular sense-datum. 
ttempt failed. For the ‘ I ’ is much more elusive 
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than the other realities of ■which we are aware. It 
is divided into parts which are not themselves 
selves (unlike the parts of sense-data, which, if 
perceptible, are also sense-data); and of these 
arts we can be aware, and generally are, or can 
e, when we are aware of the ‘ I.’ It is easy, 
therefore, to suppose that it is only the parts — 
the actual states — of which we are aware, while 
the^ ‘I’ is kno^vn only bj' description, and the 
belief in it can be justified only by inference from 
the states. . This view also gains plausibility from 
the fact that ‘I’ has no content except p.arts of 
this sort. For it is natural, though erroneous, to 
argue that, if all the parts of the ‘I’ can be per- 
ceived separately, it is impossible to perceive tlie 
‘ I ’ as a whole except by perceiving all those parts. 
And, of course, in percemng the ‘I’ we do not 
perceive all its parts. 

Thus, if we merely inspect our experience, the 
a'ivareness of the ‘ I ’ is far from obvious. The only 
way lof making it oh'vious is that suggested by 
BusseU and employed in this article. We must 
take propositions containing the ' I,’ and, to teat 
the idew that ‘ I ’ is known by description, en- 
deavour to replace * I ’ "with its description. Only 
then does the impossibility of knowing ‘ I’ except 
by awareness become clear. 

Our conclusion is that ‘I’ must he knomi by 
awareness, if it is to be kno-wn at all. The alter- 
native remains that it is not known at all, and 
that no statements which contain ‘ I ’ as a constitu- 
ent are justifiable. 

Of those philosophies which, without falling into 
complete scepticism, deny the reality of the self 
the two most important are Hume’s and Bradley’s. 
Hume (Treatise of Human Nature, I. iv. 6, ed. T. 
H. Green and T. H. Grose, 2 vols., London, 1909, 
i. 633 ff.) seems to take the view that we must be 
aware of the self if we know it at all, since he 
contents himself with proving to his oivn satisfac- 
tion that we can have no ‘impression’ of it, and 
does not discuss the possibility that I might have 
a ‘compound idea’ of it, as I have of the death of 
Coesar, which I did not see. He offers two argu- 
ments against the possibility of an impression of 
the self. The first is that tlie impression, if there 
were one, must be the same throughout life. 

‘ But there Is no Impression constant and InTorlable. Pain 
and pleasure, grlel and joj', passions and sensations succeed 
each other, and never nil exist nt the same time. It cannot, 
therefore, bo from nny of these impressions, or from nny other, 
that the idea of seif is deriv'd ; and consequently there is no such 
idea,’ 

In answer to this we may say, in the first place, 
that it is not necessary that the impression should 
be the same throughout life. If I had it for a 
minute, it would be enough ground to believe in 
the self then. Whether there was any reason to 
suppose that the same self existed before and after- 
wards would be a matter for further argument. 
But, whether it did or did not, a self that lasted 
for a minute would still be a self. As for the 
passage quoted, no one would deny that no impres- 
sion of ‘ pain and pleasure, grief and joy, passions 
and sensations ’ could bo an impression of the self. 
But to conclude at once, ns he does, that no other 
impression can be an impression of self is entirely 
unjustified. 

His grounds for making this illeptimate step are 
probably the fact that, if there is a self, it has 
parts,'all of which are pains, pleasures, griefs, joys, 
passions, sensations, or something else which is not 
a self, and his supposition that, in that case, there 
can bo no impression of the self which is not an 
aggregate of these. And this becomes explicit in 
his second argument. 

Mankind, ho rays, * are nothing hnt a bundle or collection 
of different perceptions, which succeed each other with an 
inconceivable rapidity, and are in apcrpciunl flux and move- 
ment.' 


Without accepting the detail of this, wo may 
agree that all the content of a self falls within 
various mental states, not selves, and that — at any 
rate, within certain limits — these change while the 
self remains the same self. But it does not follow 
from this that the self is not an existent reality, 
any more than it follows that a college is not an 
existent reality, because it is made up of men who 
are not colleges, and who join and leave the college 
while it remains the same college. 

Moreover, Hume’s attempt to account for the 
arrangement of the mental states without accept- 
ing the reality of the self, when looked at more 
closely, seems to involve the very reality that it 
was meant to exclude. For what is meant by say- 
ing that the perceptions which exist form different 
‘bundles or collections’! It does not mean that 
those which form the same bundle are connected 
in space with one another more closely than they 
are with those in other bundles, for Hume does not 
regard the perceptions as being in space. Nor can 
it bo that tliej' are connected more closely in time, 
or by resemblance. For, if there is really a bundle 
wherever there is, on the ordinary theory, a self, 
then similar and simultaneous perceptions arc 
found in different bundles, and dissimilar and non- 
simultancous sensations in the same bundle. It 
seems impossible to avoid the conclusion that the 
contents of each bundle must bo deterniincd to bo 
parts of that bundle by their relation to, or inclu- 
sion in, some reality wiiioh is not any one of the 
contents, nor the aggregate of these taken as a 
plurality, but is something as ultimate as, say, 
one of the contents. If Ave reach this, wo have 
reached the self. 

It is not necessary to consider in detail all the 
stages in Bradley’s searching and brilliant analysis 
of the various possible meanings of the self, on 
which he founds his conclusion that the self is not 
absolutely real. It is clear that, if the view which 
we have taken is to bo refuted in consequence of 
any of his criticisms, it will bo by tlioso whicli he 
offers in respect of the sixth sense of the word 
which he discusses — that in which the self is a 
subject Avhicli becomes an object (Ap^aranee and 
Reality-, London, lOOS, ch. ix.). For the self 
which, as Ave have decided, each of us knoAvs by 
awareness ns his ‘ I ’ is, ns we saw, that aa'IiicIi is 
the subject Avhicli perceives and judges. We do 
not say that it is only that, that it does nothing 
else. On the contrary, it is that Avhich loves Avhen 
my judgment, ‘ I love,’ is true, and Avhich is angry 
Avhen my judgment, ‘ I am angry,’ is true. But it 
is also that Avnich is the subject in all knowledge. 
If Bradley has succeeded in disproving tlie 
reality of a self Avhich is the subject of knoAA’ledge, 
ho has disproved our conclusion. But, if he has 
not done this, he has not weakened our conclusion 
at all, since none of the other senses of self Avliich 
ho discusses is such that its A'nlidity is involved in 
the validity of self in onr sense. 

The self, Bradley says, is a concrete group. 
With this wo may agree, since Bradley apparently 
means by it only that there is a plurolity of 
parts in the self. He then points ont that most, if 
not all, of tlie content of the self can become an 
object, and from this he concludes that very little, 
if any, of the content of the self can belong to it 
e.sscntially. His A-icAv is that Avhat becomes an 
object becomes ipso facto part of the not-sclf, and 
that Avhat is not-self cannot bo the self, or part of 
it. If Bradley is right in holding that Avhatever be- 
comes an object must be removed from tlio self, then 
it is clear that no self can know its oAvn existence, 
j For no self conld know its oAvn existence AAithout 
being an object of knoAvledge to itself, ami a self 
cannot be its own object if the object ipso facto 
ceases to be self. Thus not only must wo abandon 
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the view that I know niy self hy awareness — which 
we had found reason to think was the only way in 
which I could know myself — ^hut, more generally, 
all knowledge of my self hy my self is directly 
shown to he impossihle. 

But what reason is there for holding that a self 
cannot he its own object, remaining all the time the 
self which has the object ? There appears to he no 
reason whatever. The presumption is certainly 
that it can be its own object, for, if it could not, I 
could never know my self (whether by awareness 
or by description), and consequently could never 
know any proposition in which ‘ I ’ occurs. Now, 
there are propositions in which ‘ I ’ occurs which I 
do assert, and which are prima facie true. The 
present writer can see no ground why this presump- 
tion should be rejected. It cannot be denied that 
there are certain relations in which a substance 
can stand to itself, and what is there in the case of 
the relation of knowledge which should make us 
reject thepriTna facie view that this is one of them ? 
So far from that being the case, the more we con- 
template our experience, the more reason we find 
for holding that it is impossible to reject knowledge 
of self. If we are right in this, Bradley’s objection 
to the reality of the self, in the sense in whish we 
have taken self, falls to the gronnd. 

I am, then, aware of my own self. We now pass 
to a question of considerable importance — the rela- 
tion of the self to time, or to that real series which 
appears as a time-series. It is a common view that 
the definition of substance should include perman- 
ence in time, or, at least, persistence through a 
certain amount of time.* But it is better to adopt 
a different definition, by which that which existed 
at a single and indivisible point of time would also be 
a substance. With regard to selves, the view that 
nothing is a self unless it is persistent through 
time is still stronger. Indeed, many refutations 
of the reality of selves confine themselves to show- 
ing, or attempting to show, that a self, defined in 
whatever way is being criticized, could not persist 
for the period covered by the life of a human 
body. 

What can we say, on our theory, as to the per- 
sistence of the self ? I know my self by awareness, 
and I can therefore be certain only of those of its 
characteristics of which I am aware, or which are 
involved in those of which I am aware. Am I 
aware of the persistence of my self through time ? 
It seems to me that I am. For awareness lasts 
through the specious present. At any point of 
time, then, I may perceive my self at that point 
of time, and also my self at any previous point of 
time within the limits of a specious present. And 
if, between these points, I begin or cease to perceive 
something else, I shall, if I attend to the relation 
between the two perceptions, be aware of my self 
as persisting while other things change, and so as 
persisting in time.^ 

This period of time is, of course, ve^ short rela- 
tively to the life of a human body. Have we any 
reason to suppose that the self which we perceive 
through a specious present persists itself through 
any longer time? It has been held by some 
writers that, for past periods which are earlier 
than any part of the specious present, but yet 
relatively near, our memory gives us absolute 

1 For the sake of brevity, ‘ time ' is used aa an equivalent to 
* time, or that real series which appears as a time-series,* when- 
ever the context removes any danger of ambiguity. 

3 It does not, of course, follow that a_ thing begins or ceases to 
exist because I begin or cease to perceive it, but at any rate the 
perceptions wili be^n and cease. Since the perceptions are 
parts of the self, it follows that the raroe seif can contain parts 
which exist at different times. It is also obvious that it can 
contain parts which exist simultaneously. If I know that lam 
angry, my seif contains simultaneously n state of anger and a 
state of awareness (of the anger). Again, I am sometimes aware 
that I am both hot and happy. 


certainty that the things which we remember did 
occur. If that is the case — it is not necessary 
for us to discuss whether it is or not — I can have 
absolute certainty that I existed at a time which 
falls within the limits where memory is absolutely 
trustworthy. If, at the present moment, I re- 
member that I was aware of myself in the past, 
then the ‘I’ who now remembers and the ‘I’ who 
was then aware must be the same ‘ I,’ unless the 
memory is erroneous — which it cannot be, by the 
hypothesis, within these limits — and therefore the 
same ‘ I ’ must have persisted from the moment of 
the remembered awareness to the moment of the 
remembrance. 

_ Beyond this, there is no certainty of the per- 
sistence of self. If, outside the limits of certain 
memory, I remember that I did or was certain 
things in the past, that professed memory may bo 
deceptive in two ways; It may, in the ordinary 
sense, be false, as when, in a dream, I remember 
that I committed a murder ten years ago. In the 
second place, even if the events which I now re- 
member did happen to some one in my body, I 
may be in error in thinking that I experienced 
them. There may then have been another self 
related to my body, whose experience I now know 
and mistakenly judge to have been my oivn. _ The 
latter al temati ve is not at all probable, but it is not 
impossible. But, although there is no absolute 
certainty that my present self has lasted longer 
than the specious present and the short preceding 
period of certain memory — if there is such a period 
— yet there may be very good reason for holding 
that it is extremely probable that it has done so. 
There is very little reason to doubt that the 
feelings ivith which I now remember that I saw 
Benares really did occur more than twenty years 
ago, and the self which experienced them was the 
same one which is now remembering them. And 
there is very little reason to doubt that the same 
‘ I ’ of which I am now aware did have various 
experiences ever since the birth of my present 
body, although I have no memory whatever of 
most of them. On similar grounds there is very 
little reason to doubt that, unless my body dies 
within the next week, the ‘ I ’ of which I am now 
aware will still exist at the end of this week. 

The grounds on which we come to such con- 
clusions will, of course, be empirical. Bat the 
results which w'e have reached as to the nature of 
the self, and as to my absolute certainty of my 
own existence within certain temporal limits, Tml 
have an important bearing on_ the validity of the 
conclusions as to further persistence. For, when 
objections have been offered to the common-sense 
view that each self — at any rate under usual 
circumstances — persists through the whole life oi a 
living body, they have generally been made on the 
ground either that we do not know what the self 
is w'hich is said to persist or that its *, 

incompatible with the changes in 
mental events. But we are now ®^y 

by the self we mean something of 
of which I am aware is an example. so the 

question of any self existing to-day, 
existed twenty years ago, *® „ 

question, whatever may be held about tme 
ansiver. We are also now able to say 
the specious present, we are aware of a sell wmcn 
remains the same while changes occur among 

™W?'ha7e”?hus justified the 
beginning of this article. The quality 
person is known to me because ^ P®[®® .gjf 
being which possesses the quality, namely, my ^ , 
To be a person is a quality which I ‘P j), 
when I perceive ‘I,’ and which I 
anything else which I do perceive, thong 
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rightly or wongly, that it is possessed by other 
substances ■which I do not perceive. But is it a 
compound of various other qualities, or is it simple 
and indefinable? It -would appear that it is the 
latter. There is a quality of personality, -which, 
like redness, is made known to us by our perception 
of substances which have it, and, like redness, is 
single and indefinable. 

What is the relation of consciousness to person- 
ality ? When -we say that a self is conscious, we 
mean that it is conscious of something, i.e. it 
knows something. It would be a difficult question 
to decide whether the possession of personality 
necessarily involved the possession of conscious- 
ness, and, if so, Avhether a self had to be conscious 
at all times -when it -was a self, or whether its 
personality could continue during intervals when 
it had not consciousness. 

A self-conscious self is one which knows itself, 
which, by our previous results, involves that it is 
aware of itself. Must a self be self-conscious ? It 
has been maintained that it must be so. Some- 
times it is said that consciousness is essential to 
the self, and that no being could be conscious 
unless it were self-conscious. Sometimes it is ad- 
mitted that a being might bo conscious without 
being self-conscious, but then, it is said, it ourfit 
not to be called a self. The present writer dis- 
agrees with both these views. It seems to him 
quite possible for a being to be conscious without 
being self-conscious. It is true that the only 
conscious being of whom I am ever aware is neces- 
sarily self-conscious, since it is myself. But I am 
not always self-conscious when I am conscious. 
Memory gives me positive reason to believe in 
states when I am not aware of myself at all — not 
states that are either abnormal, on the one hand, 
or mystic, on the other, nor states in which in any 
sense I am not a self, or am less a self than at 
other times, but a perfectly normal and frequent 
state in which I am conscious of other objects and 
am not conscious of myself, because my attention 
does not happen to be turned that way. I seem 
to remember such states. And, even if I did not 
remember them, it would still be perfectly possible 
that there should bo such states, though there 
might be no reason for supposing that there were. 
And there is no reason why there should not be 
beings who are always in the condition in which I 
am sometimes, of being conscious without being 
self-conscious. 

In answer to such considerations as these, it is 
sometimes said that self-consciousness is always 
found when consciousness is found, but that the 
self-consciousness is so faint that it escapes observa- 
tion when we try to describe the experience which 
we remember. If there were any impossibility in 
the existence of consciousness without solf.con- 
sciousness, it is doubtless to this hypothesis that 
wo sliould be driven. But there seems no reason 
whatever why I should not be conscious of some- 
thing else without being conscious of myself, and 
therefore no reason why wo should conclude to the 
existence of this faint self-consciousness, of which, 
by the hypothesis, we can have no direct evidence. 

Again, it is said that there is always implicit or 
potential self-consciousncss. By this is meant that 
a conscious self could always do seH-conscious if 
circumstances turned its attention to itself, instead 
of away from itself, that there is no intrinsic im- 
possibility of self-consciousncss. This is doubtless 
the case -with me, and selves like mo, at tiie times 
when we are not self-conscious. But it docs not 
alter tlie fact that, at those times, we are just as 
really not self-conscious as at other times we are 
really self-conscious. IVhy should there not be 
beings who were conscious but whose nature was 
sucli that they could never be self-conscious? 


It has also been maintained, as we said above, 
that, even if there could be beings who were con- 
scious without being self-conscious, the name of 
self should be reserved for those who are self- 
conscious. This usage, it seems, would not be so 
convenient as the one which ^Y0 have adopted. 
To call a conscious being a self only -when it was 
self-conscious wo-uld involve that each of -ns would 
gain and lose the right to -the name many times a 
day. It would be less inconvenient if the name 
of self were riven to those conscious beings which 
are ever self-conscious, even at the times when 
they W’ere not so. But there is a more serious 
difficulty. We are invited to define personality ns 
being conscious of self. And consciousness of self 
is a complex characteristic which can be defined 
only when it is known what we mean by a self. 
Therefore, if self means the same on the two 
occasions -when it enters into the statement, ‘a 
self is that which is self-conscious,’ we have a 
circular and unmeaning definition of selfness. 
But, if we avoid this by self not meaning the same 
on each occasion, it is obvio-us that wo are using 
the word in a very inconvenient manner. On tho 
whole, therefore, it seems better to say that self- 
ness does not involve self-consciousness. 

We have now determined what is meant by self, 
and how it is that we have the characteristic of 
personality. Spirituality may he defined as tho 
quality of having substantial content all of which 
is the content of one or more selves. From this it 
follows that all selves are spiritual substances, but 
that they are not tho only sniritnal substances. 
Parte of selves, such as thoughts and volitions, or 
the parte of thoughts and volitions, would be 
spiritual. And so would groups of selves, whether 
those groups are important, such os a nation, or 
trivial, such ns a briuge-party, or purely arbitrary, 
such ns the group made up of Louis xrv., Sir 
Nathaniel Wraxnll, and Sir Isaac Newton. (So, 
also, wo may note for the sake of completeness, 
would be a group made up of some selves and some 
parts of selves. But this has no practical import- 
ance.) These are all spiritual substances, but they 
would not all bo called spirits, since usage confines 
the phrase ‘a spirit’ to what is also called n self. 

It -would sometimes be maintained that onr de- 
finition of spirit is too narrow. Whatever falls 
■within the substantial content of any self, it would 
be said, is certainly spiritual, but spirit also in- 
cludes content which is not part of any self. There 
is, or may be, knowledge, volition, emotion — in a 
word, experience — ^whicb does not fall within any 
self, and is not the experience of any self, and all 
this, it would be said, falls -within spirit. 

It might perhaps bo admitted that, if there were 
such non-personal experience, it would have a good 
claim to bo called spiritual. But the present -writer 
submits that it is impossible that there should be. 
This is not a question about names. The assertion 
is that -we mean the same thing by the names 
‘knowledge,’ ‘volition,’ and ‘expenence’ as is 
meant bj- the advocates of this view, and that wo 
mean tho same thing by the term ‘self.* (At any 
rate, any slight diflcrcnco that there might be in 
the meanings of the words -u-onld not account for 
tho diflcrence of opinion about impersonal experi- 
ence.) The_ assertion is tliat there cannot bo ex- 
perience which is not experienced by a self because 
it seems evident, not as part of the mo.aning of the 
terms, but as a sjmtlictic truth about experience. 
This truth is ultimate. It cannot be defended 
ngmnst attacks, but it .seems be3-ond doubt. The 
more clearly wo realize the nature of experience, 
or of knowledge, volition, and emotion, the more 
clearly, it is submitted, does it appear that any 
of them are impossible except as the experience 
of a self. 
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Nor are we led to doubt this conclusion by find- 
ing that it leads us into any difficulties. For 
nothing that we know suggests to us in the least 
the existence of impersonal experience. We never 
perceive it, since each of us perceives only himself 
and his own sense-data — and none of the facts that 
we do perceive is better explained on the hypo- 
thesis that there is non-personal experience than 
on the hypothesis that there is not. 

All substantial content of spirit, then, must fall 
within some self. But now another point arises. 
Can any substantial content fall within more than 
one self? In that case either one self would form 
part of another or two selves would overlap, having 
a part common to both. Is this possible ? It seems 
impossible that an^art should be common to two 
or more selves. When I contemplate, to begin 
\vith, what is meant by an act of knowledge, a 
volition, or any other part of my experience, it 
seems as impossible to me that such a state should 
belong to more than one self as it is that it should 
not belong to a self at all. It may be said that | 
this stUl leaves open the possibility that there 
should be parts of a self of which that self is not 
and cannot be aware — which are, in the ordinary 
phrase, unconscious parts of the self — and that 
these may be common to more than one self, 
though conscious parts could not be. 

It is doubtful whether this view, that unconscious 
parts can be common to two selves though conscious 
parts cannot, has ever been maintained. When- 
ever it has been held that two selves could have a 
common part, it has always been held that one 
self could be part of another. And, since all selves 
are always held to have some conscious parts, this 
would involve that some conscious parts were parts 
of two selves. But, whether the view has been 
maintained or not, it seems false. From the nature 
of the case I cannot observe an unconscious state 
of a self, and all that I could know about it would 
be that it was a state of a self, and an unconscious 
state. But this is enough. For, when I consider 
what is meant by a self, it seems to me clear that 
a self is somethmg which cannot have a part in 
common with another self. The peculiar unity 
which a self has puts it into a relation with its parte 
which is such that a part could not have it to two 
selves. Or, to put it the other Avay round, any 
relation Avhich a substance could have to tevo 
wholes, of each of Avhich it is a part, cannot be the 
relation of the state of a self to the self. 

Since selves persist through time, each self is 
divided into parte persisting through the parte of 
the self’s persistence. (And these parts it Avould 
have, even if we Avere Avrong in our vieAv that acts, 
of knoAvledge, volition, and the like, are parts of 
the self Avho knoAvs and AviUs.) It seems equally 
impossible that any part in this dimension should 
be common to tAVO or more selves. 

The impossibility of any part of any self belong- 
ing also to any other self is, we may say, an 
ultimate truth, and cannot be proved. But it can 
be indirectly supported by discussing various Avays 
in Avhich it has been said that it is possible that 
one part should belong to more than one self. In 
the first place, it is often said that one self (and so 
the parts of it) can be part of another, if the in- 
cluded self is a manifestation of the inclusive self. 
This vieAv has always been popular, because one of 
the chief grounds for Avishing to shoAV that one self 
can be part of another has been to make it possible 
for man to be part of God. For various religious 
motives many people have been anxious that a 
personal God — a God who is a self — should be the 
whole of Avhat exists, or the Avhole in which all 
spiritual life falls. And, if man is to be part of 
God, it is a natural and attractive view to regard 
man as manifesting God’s nature. If a self could 


be part of another on condition of its being its 
manifestation, it AA’ould cover those oases in A\^ich 
people are generally most desirous to shoAV that 
one self is part of another. Noaa-, it is no doubt 
true that a self can manifest the nature of a Avhole 
of which it is a part. Thus Ave may say that Dante 
manifested the nature of the society of the Middle 
Ages, and that Chatham manifested the nature of 
England. But England and the society of the 
Middle Ages are not selves. Again, one self can 
manifest the nature of another. Thus a theist, 
who Avas not a pantheist, might say of a good mnn 
that he manifested the nature of (3od. But the 
manifestant is not part of the self whose nature he 
manifests. It seems that in many cases in AA-hioh 
it is said that one self can be part of another the 
assertion is based on a confusion about manifesta- 
tion. It is said that the inclusion can take place, 
if the included self manifests the other. And, 
because a self can be conceived to manifest the 
nature of a whole of which it is a part, and can be 
conceived to manifest the nature of another self, 
it is confusedly held that it can be conceived to 
manifest the nature of something which is a 
whole of Avhich it is a part and another self. But 
this, of course, is an illogical inference. 

In the second place, it is suggested that, if a self 
A perceived a self B, and all its parts, and had 
other contents besides those perceptions, then B 
Avould be a part of A, and the parts of B Avoifid 
also be parte of A. This suggestion also applies 
chiefly to the inclusion of man in God. For we 
know of no case Avhere a man can perceive another 
man, or his parts, and it is generally said (though, 
as said above, probably erroneously) that pis 
would be impossible. But in the case of God it is 
often thought that this limitation need not apply. 
It is possilne, no doubt, that B and its parts might 
be perceived by A, Avhether A Avas God or not. 
But this Avill not make B and its parts into parts 
of A- B perceives its oAvn parts, or some of them, 
but the relation of having them as parts and the 
relation of perceiving them are quite differpt re- 
lations, and, if A should have the second, it does 
not follow that it Avill have the first. The con- 
fusion is probably due to the fact that, in our 
ordinary experience, no one pepeives the part of 
a self except the self of Avhioh it is a part, and it 
is therefore mistakenly assumed that anything 
which did perceive it must be a self of which it is 


^hese considerations diminish any doubt which 
ight fall on the truth of our position that the 
elusion in selves of other selves or their P^rts is 
ipossible. If it really is an ultimate trup, it 
ay be said, Avhy have so many thinkers believed 
at it is not true at all ? But any force that there 
ight be in this objection is diminished Avhen we 
a that many of the people who asserted that the 
elusion Avas not impossible had confused it witn 
e of various other things AA’hich are quite possible, 
it are not the inclusion in question. 

It is sometimes asserted, not only that suen an 
elusion is possible, but that we have empnica 
idence that it does occur in those comparatively 
re instances usually knoAvn as cases of 
rsonality.’ The most striking of these, and the 
e best adapted to prove the contention, » any oi 
em could do so, is the case recorded by 
ince in his Avell-knoAni work, TAc 
a Personality (New York, 1906). It f 
sm to the present Avriter that any of the mo 
teresting facts recorded in this book, or a^ 
her facte of the same closs of which he has reim, 
e incompatible AA’ith the yisiv **p,,pnts 

in each case, concerned AVith all 
•ppening in connexion Avitli any one y®, .4 

a^ractert and the events remembered by that 
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self, suffering rapid oscillations, due to causes not 
completely ascertained. That such oscillations do 
take place has been certain since the time of the 
first man who became quarrelsome or maudlin 
when drunk, and reverted to his ordinary character 
when sober. The oscillations in such a case as we 
are now considering diiler in degree, no doubt, 
from those seen in every-day life, but they introduce 
no qualitative difference. 

Whether all the facts recorded of multiple 
personality can be explained in this way is a 
question into which we cannot now enter. But, 
if there were any of such a nature as to be incom- 
patible with the theory that a single self was con- 
cerned in them, they would necessarily be of such 
a nature as to be compatible with the theory that 
they were caused by two selves, neither of them 
including the other, or any part of the other, which 
happened to be connected with the same body — 


a connexion which we do not come across in any 
other part of our experience, but which has no 
intrinsic impossibility.^ Thus any fact of multiple 
personality, whether the divergence of personality 
were_ slight or great, could bo accounted for without 
requiruig the hypothesis of inclusion, and no doubt 
can arise from these facts as to the correctness of 
our view that the impossibility of the hypothesis 
of inclusion is an ultimate truth. 

Since such inclusion is an impossibility, it follows 
that, unless I am the whole universe, the universe 
cannot be a self. For I am aware of myself as a 
self, and, if I am not the whole universe, I am part 
of it. And the whole of which a self is part cannot 
be a self. This result is the same whether, of that 
part of the universe which is not me, all, some, or 
none consists of other selves. 

LnSRATCUB. — Sco the authorities cited throughout. 
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PERSONIFICATION (Introductory and 
Primitive). — Personification may be defined ns the 
act of attributing a living, conscious, and active 
personality to inanimate natural objects (from the 
smallest object to complete portions of the physical 
world, and even the whole world itself), to forces 
and phenomena, to manufactured objects, or to 
abstract ideas and words. 

There are two great difficulties in studying a 
subject like personification; (I) to discover the 
exact significance to primitive man (or, failin" him, 
uncivilized man) of what we call ‘personality’; 
and (2) to reconstruct, as far as possible, the psy- 
chological mechanism behind the process of personi- 
fication. The first of these problems need not he 
treated here (see Life AND Death [Primitive], 
Personality). With regard to thc second, there 
are so many examples of personification collected 
by modem bihliography that our only practicable 
plan here seems to be to arrange the facts roughly 
in classes and, noting as we go along the partial 
explanations that they suggest, try to come to a 
general conclusion. The examples in each class 
are so numerous that only a few can ho mentioned. 
For further details see the literature at the end of 
the article. 

I. Classifica-TIOK. — - 1. Inanimate natural 
objects, — The forces of nature and portions of the 
physical world (as primitive man iinngines them) 
everywhere form the most important subdivision 
of the first class of personifications. It is impossible 
to draw up a com])lete list of all the varieties in use 
among the extinct primitive relimons, and of those 
of which present-day uncivilized races give us a 
poor and distorted idea. But wo may present a 
list in which the order followed is thatyorre.spond- 
ing, roiighlj’, to the principal divisions of the 
universe as conceived by the most typical of those 
relirions. 

First there are the elements themselves, or, 
rather, what primitive man imagines to bo the 
principal elements forming this universe. Water, 
lire, and earth wo find universally conceived as 
persons. But this generalization presupposes^ an 
effort of fairly far advanced synthetic conception. 
A rougher or more childish subdivision is usual, 
the more elementary nalurism generally resulting 
in the following cla-sses : 

(a) The sky, or (much more frequently) the 


different skies or portions of the world that is con- 
ceived as above the earth and separated from it by 
the world of air. These are sometimes superim- 
posed regions and sometimes real separate worlds. 
For the process of personifications of this class see 
art. Sky-Gods. 

(b) The intermediary space between the sky, 
conceived ns a solid world, and the terrestrial 
world is formed by air or airs. See art. Air and 
Gods of the Air. 

(c) The terrestrial waters form one of the 
commonest classes of personification. The sea or 
tho different seas (e.m, the ocean of Dahomey, the 
glacial sea of the Eskimos, tho Ouajit Oi'rit of 
the ISgyptians) are wide-spread types. These por- 
sonifica waters are quite different from tho waters 
of lakes and rivers (see below, I. 2 (c)). They are 
maritime waters. A point to he noticed is the 
general predominance of a spceial personification 
for tho water which forms the boundary of tho 
inhabited world — t.g., the old ’Oceavit of Homeric 
Greece. In most cases it serves to connect the 
moss of terrestrial waters with those held up by 
the sky or those of the ‘ abyss ' on which the earth 
rests. This notion throws light on primitive 
cosmogony, and on the primordial water of so 
many mythologies, from wliich every thing and 
every personified spirit, even the Supremo Being, 
came forth in the beginning (cf. art. Water-Gods). 

{d) The personified earth (not as an element, but 
as an expanse) has a place in most ancient myths ; 
it appears at tho very daivn of cosmogony in its 
creator rOle. Almost all tho religions which 
reached the stage of outlining a world-history 
show tho earth in this rOlc, cither alone or, more 
frequently, with the co-operation of the personifi^ 
sky (see Sk\'-Gods). Usuall 3 ’ the earth is con- 
ceived M female and consequently as a mother (cf. 
Earth-Gods), but in exceptional cases {e.g., in 
Egv'pt) it is personified as a man. He engenders, 
and tlie rftlc of giving birth to the world is rcscn-cd 
for a female skj'. The necessary concourse of 
the two elements is identical ; but the maternal 
rflie of the skj* shows a more philosopliic idea of 
origins. 

1 No pre»t diniculty is represented by the J«ct that, on thle 
theorj', one sell would aoraelintcs . ‘remember • what had 
happened to the otlicr. TSro rjch selves would h-ave an im- 
portant and unusual connexion, in the occupation of the same 
body, which micht wefl sutTidcnt to account for this. 
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(e) Quite distinct from the person of the earth 
are the chthonic personifications of the under 
world. They correspond to various conceptions 
among primitive peoples, and concern not the 
superficial living layer of the soil, hut a region 
qmte different from the earth, about whose struc- 
ture and extent races have had very different ideas 
(see Death ani> Disposal of the Dead, State 
OP THE Dead). It is sometimes regarded as a single 
division, sometimes as a series of divisions of the 
organized world. For these rmderground regions 
see Under World. 

(/) At the foundation of the series of personifica- 
tions created by naturism we find the ‘ abyss,’ or 
the primordial mass, usually imagined as liquid. 
In some cosmogonies it is the oldest of all persons, 
before the sky and the earth, which are only its 
emanations or persons sprung from it (see Sky- 
Gods) — e.ff., the Egyptian nun and the Sumero- 
Chaldsean abyss in advanced religions, and ‘the 
waters’ of the Bushongo and of the myths of S. 
Africa at theyarlier stage. 

Such a series of personifications is the product 
of an advanced naturism. It presupposes a com- 
plete view of the supposed subdivisions of the 
world, and, consequently, quite a power of generali- 
zation. We may therefore reasonably suppose that 
it is far from representing the primitive stage of 
the personification of nature. Much more ancient, 
to all appearance, are the fragmentary personifica- 
tions found in every part of the universe. Before 
the sky was personified as the one universal sky, 
man personified separately, and as so many distinct 
entities, the different parts of the firmament, the | 
various regions of the different skies (not to mention 
their inhabitants [see below, 1 . 2 (a )]) ; he imagined 
and personified the ‘lower sky,’ the ‘upper sky’ 
(as still seen in the Pyramid Texts at a much later 
date), the sunset sky and that of the sunrise, the 
‘skies of the horizons,’ etc. ; in the same way the 
spaces of the air were divided into quarters and 
domains, each of which was a person. As for the 
waters which sleep or roll on the surface of our 
planet, the enumeration of their personifications 
would be endless — springs, fountains, brooks, 
streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, marshes, etc. Their 
characteristic traits also suggested other personifi- 
cations, viz. cascades, torrents, rapids, and cata- 
racts. It should be noticed that the pre-historic 
religions of the valley of the Nile and those which 
we find to-day on the Black Continent or in Poly- 
nesia point towards the same conclusion : it is in 
springs and especially in remarkable irregularities 
of surface (rapids, cataracts, etc.) that the most 
ancient personifications of water seem to occur; 
i.e., the notion of force or energy superseded 
that of expanse. The phenomena peculiar to an 
aquatic region, like Morbihan in Brittany or the 
lagoons on the west coast of Africa (of. 11. E. 
Dennett, At the Bach of the Black Man's Mind, 
London, 1906, and Nigerian Studies, do. 1910), 
reveal a similar mechanism for the particular 
cases. 

The same infinite variety of persons is found for 
the solid element. The whole book of Nature is 
included, from the great peaks and high mountain- 
summits and the promontories and headlands on 
the coast to isolated rooks, from forests to isolated 
clusters of trees, from the great Arctic iceberg to 
isolated islands of ice. 

The personifications of the chthonian domain 
have less numerous manifestations : grottoes, 
caverns, and especially passages supposed^ to be 
entrances to the other world. The aldr and 
amentit of ancient Egypt have their equivalents 
in many a semi-civilized race in Africa at the 
present day, just as the various ‘passages’ in the 
subterranean domains of ancient Chaldaea or of 


Homeric Greece have theirs in the remains of 
uncivilized religions. 

2 . Natural forces and phenomena The long 

list of personifications of piiysical nature shows us 
a constantly-recurring fact: among the objects 
most frequently personified we always find in the 
first rank those which attract man’s attention 
either by their characteristic, exceptional, or ab- 
normal appearance or by their apparent activiiy 
and its direct effects on man for good or ill. And 
if, as is probable, the understanding of the first 
causes and of the general manifestations of physical 
phenomena is beyond the intellectual power of 
primitive man, we again reach the hypothesis that 
personification ori^nated not in the great divisions 
of the material universe, but in its very small 
fragments or portions when they seem to attract 
attention by an exceptional activity or power. 
It is therefore by isolated things, or small portions 
of space, of the earth or of the waters, and especi- 
ally by manifestations of their energy apparent to 
the senses, harmful or beneficent, that personifica- 
tion must have arisen. This seems to be proved 
by an examination of the various personified 
natural forces, which we shall class, for convenience’ 
sake, in the same purely artificial order as before. 

(а) Thus, in the domain of the celestial we find 
personified alongside of regions of the heavens 
having no apparent r61e, like the Milky 'VVay, all 
bodies whose movements and courses attract atten- 
tion, and especially those whose activity seems to 
influence terrestrial phenomena or the state of 
human beings. This process of personification 
seems anterior to real deification and to any astro- 
logical system (see SUN, MooN, AND Stars), The 
personification of the solar or lunar eclipse os a 
hostile monster is a universal religious phenomenon 
and is everywhere of first importance. As a general 
rule we notice' the pre-emmence of comets over 
fixed stars in their normal aspect, that of planets 
over the constellations, and that of the moon over 
the sun (generally found among uncivilized races). 
Here we get fresh light on the origins of personi- 
fication. We also see the importance attached 
to the personified thunder-bolt, lightning-flash, or 
thunder-peal, as to all fragments of meteorites and 
fire-balls, and especially to the rainbow, to which 
so many primitive religions give an important place 
among sacred personifications. It is only at the 
second stage of religious evolution (e.g., in N. 
Africa, in Nigeria, among the Gallas, among the 
Hereros, in Ethiopia, and in Egypt— to mention 
only the African region) that these_ manifestations 
of the world above are connected with the personal 
activity of the sky- god; they become his voice, 
his appearance, or his material fragments (cf,, e.g., 
the thunder-god or the ram-god of Dahomey). 

(б) In the personification of air phenomena we 
find the same state of affairs, sometimes with more 
definiteness. iEolus in classical mythology ana 
the Chaldcean Demon of the South Wmd are on V 
two among many survivals of a great number oi 
persons who, before being gods or spirits, tne 
proper sense of the word, were the animation 
/cod a-wtmtrmI of the most violent and reniarKap e 


(see -Animism) of the most violent 
phenomena of the air. The north uanas 01 
savages in northern regions, the 
Ainus, the w'inds of the whole of pre-Columban 
America, the storms, great rams, hurricanes. 



New Zealand, W. an^ S. Afnca). Jf 

became the attributes or the 
great gods. But that is not to say that they we« 
always directly personified for i. 

A careful examination of cases shows that tue-e 
activities are usnally connected with a fixe 
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visible point of the material ■world ; it is with a 
peak, a summit, an iceberg, or a headland that the 
gusts of wind, storms, and nurricanes are connected 
(e.g., Lake Tanganyika and Lake Victoria Nyanza, 
the Cameroon summits and the Ruwenzori moun- 
tains), and not with the spirit dwelling on these 
peaks or headlands, but, on closer examination, 
with the _ personified peaks or headlands. The 
problem is more difficult in personifications of 
phenomena such as the aurora borealis among 
races of cold countries, the St. Elmo fire, and the 
zodiacal light ; and great caution is necessary here. 

(c) But the region of ‘persons’ of the water 
(torrents, rapids, cascades, cataracts, etc.) shows 
the same facts (see above, 1. 1 (c)), as do also the 
chthonian manifestations. Points where earth- 
5[uakes are frequent, the volcanoes of Kilimanjaro 
in Africa and those of Mexico, Fujiyama in Japan, 
and the Icelandic geysers were personified for their 
own Bakes, and as distinct persons, from the very 
fact of their activity, before becoming simply the 
habitat of a spirit or a god who shows his particu- 
lar energy through them. 

This review of the inanimate physical world and 
its chief manifestations of power seems to lead to 
the conclusion that personification (without con- 
sidering yet whether it proceeds from pure anim- 
ism or from a kind of dynamism) onginated in 
man’s encounter with a series of objects, and in 
phenomena attributed to those objects, and sup- 
posed to be endowed with will and intelligence, or 
at least passions, and consequently forming a per- 
sonality, as primitive man understands it. But 
this explanation is only partial, and, as a matter 
of fact, the process of formation of the personality 
is much more complex. The naturistic world is 
only one part of the domain of personification. _ 

In the very undeveloped stages of non-oivilized 
societies we find a complete group of personifica- 
tions which apparently cannot be explained in this 
simple way. Such an abstraction as time, e.g., 
seems a priori likely to escape personification, in 
the concrete sense of the word (the only accept- 
able sense in the case of primitive or non-pivilized 
man). But we find that this personification is of 
general occurrence, in pre-Columhan America {e.g., 
Aztecs and Mayas) ns well os in proto-historic 
Africa (the Nile Valley) or non-civilized Africa 
(Yorubas, Ashantis, Dahomans, etc.), where the 
‘persons’ of the chief seasons or divisions of the 
meteorological year, of the type of the American 
Nipumukho and the Pipunikhe, the Egyptian taru, 
etc., play an important part. And these are real 
personifications, not rdlesor ‘ appearances ’oMunied 
oy the spirits or gods, of whom these divisions of 
time would be simple emanations. 

The problem thus becomes very complex. At 
first there may have been the conception of per- 
sons whoso activity shows itself in a group_ of 
regular phenomena, classified by the human mind 
under such simple ternis_ as 'months,’ ‘seasons,’ 
etc. From this a generalization would take place 
in time and space of those more humble personifi- 
cations which we find in the forms of personifica- 
tions of germination and maturity, of the return in 
spring of certain vegetable or cereal species, or 
more commonly in the form of the ‘grain-spirit’ 
or the spirit of the crops or harvest. These minute 
personifications, arising partly from animism and 
partly from dynamism (see below, 1. 4), would pro- 
ceed, ns in the cases mentioned above, by more and 
more extensive generalizations up to an elaborate 
series of phenomena considered in their complete 
evolution. But tho explanation becomes very 
doubtful in a case of personification of larger 
divisions of time, such as the yc.ar (cf. I’F.RsoxiFi- 
CATION [Egj'ptian]), cycle, penod, etc. The stellar 
explanation is not suificient, for it is evident that 


these ‘persons’ have a real existence, independent 
of the stors and the celestial movements to which 
they ultimately adapted themselves. 

TaUnp time-divisions in descending order, we find personi- 
fications of the divisions of the season ; of the month and its 
subdivisions into four weeks or shorter periods ; then of dm 
day and its parts, hours or their equivalents. The complicated 
si-stcms of the non-civiliied Far E.ist, of Central America, and 
of W. Africa show independent (and sometimes ingenious) 
tj'pes of these groups of personifications. But here wo must 
notice : (1) the purely conventional and artificial character of 
many of them, and (2) their dependence, real though often 
difficult to prove, on spirits or deities ; these pseudo-persons ate 
in reality dependences or ‘virtues' of deities or spirits far 
oftencr than entities with an existence of their own. 

A similar reservation must be made with regard to the 
divisions of mace, not the natural divisions which are enumer- 
ated above (I. a (o)), but the sj-mmetrical ones invented by the 
half-knowledge of savage races or those of a proto-hlrtoric 
stage — e.p., the four cardinal points of the compass, or ‘celestial 
houses' personified. Careful inqulo' shows that, in the cases 
studied up to the present, these divisions are always ‘ functions ’ 
of some spirit or deity. It may be held, on tho contrary, that 
the spirit or god assumed the personifications, or that he was 
originally subordinate and became detached from them. But 
closer examination shows that, as a general rule, bo is anterior 
to them. Tho personifieations, then, always slightly artificial, 
depend on tho god from the very- beginning, and not the god on 
them. 

3. Manufactured objects.— We now reach a new 
set of personifications, which cannot be entirely 
explained by dynamism any more than by direct 
animism — artificial divisions of the earth made by 
man himself, or inanimate things which man has 
produced or shaped with his own hands. Tho 
most characteristic examples of the former are tho 
personified State, province, or domain ; of the latter 
tho personified human constructions (city, town, 
■village, fortress, isolated buildings, and, most 
naturally, temple or chapel). Another important 
group of ‘persons* is the vast crowd of objects 
worked on or manufactured by man, from the 
gathered sheaf of grain or bunch of plants to imple- 
ments, weapons, machines, and instruments of all 
kinds. The most remarkable group of personifica- 
tions of this type consists of constructions such as 
bridges, or cult-objects such as tabernacles, altars, 
etc. (cf., e.g., artt. Altab, Bridge), in which 
the distinct personality is clearly seen. We must 
reserve the examination of the mechanism control- 
ling tho formation of this class in tho meantime ; 
the folloiring groups may help to explain it. 

A. Abstract ideas. — Perhaps wo may find new 
liglit in another class of personifications, which 
seem at first sight to proceed from a kind of anim- 
ism grammatically applied by human language 
to pure abstractions. The personification of good 
or evil forces and of harmful qualities or powers, 
such as will, force, justice, order (e.g., the Egyptian 
Mil'et), health, illness, death— in a word, abstrac- 
tions — is a religious phenomenon not only of uni- 
versal occurrence but also of the greatest antiquity. 
Although our data have been enriched by hundreds 
of excellent new examples since tho facts and 
arguments of Max Miilfer and E. B. Tylor were 
advanced, tho theory itself does not seem to have 
made corresponding progres.s. It is wise to regard 
as a kind of ‘ disease of language ’ a great many 
personifications, which in any case do not appear 
to bo primitive — e.g., functions or functional 
qualities of an intellectual kind (calculation, archi- 
tecture; e.g., the Safkhet-'abui of Egypt) or of a 
physical kmd (hunting, fishing)— and 'to consider 
many of these personified activities or characters 
as detached dptrai, so to speak, of certain demons, 
spirits, or gods, with whom they are constantly 
associated m all religions; and, lastly, we must 
reject as artificial and purely conventional all 
that is comprised to-day under the very vague 
name of ‘ nllegoiy ’-vices, virtues, arts, sciences, 
commerce, industry, etc.— as these are late inven- 
tions to which a real personality has never been 
seriously accorded outside of rhetoric or poetry. 
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But, even after these eliminations, there remains 
an imposing number of abstract persons who 
defy any single interpretation. Is time, con- 
sidered %n abstracto, a person ? The Greek Xp6vos 

E oints to an aflirmative. Space and Destiny 
gure as personalities in more than a hundred 
rmigions, from the most humble to the classical 
systems of antiquity, and not only distinct from all 
the divine persons, but often superior to them or 
hostile towards them. Matter (E^p. nun) exists 
in several non-civilized systems. Neither pure and 
simple animism nor animism working through 
language can explain these abstract entities satis- 
factorily. 

Some light, however, is thrown on them by the 
present-day religions of some savage races. If, 
e.ff., we look at the personification of the idea of 
disease, we find that abstract generalization is 
beyond the conception of primitive man. There 
are diseases, but not disease in the abstract. 
Every affection or pain is either the definite work 
of a spirit or demon or a definite person. The 
wealth of amulets, fetishes, and attempts at 
images (painted, carved, and scnlptured) estab- 
lishes this fact beyond all doubt. Now, fetishism 
proceeds from dynamism as much as from animism ; 
e.g., in W. Africa malaria, sleeping sickness, 
abscesses, gastric derangements, and smallpox have 
special representations or separate feti^es and 
form persons having no connexion ivdth each other. 
Similarly, Oro, the Dahoman disease-god, is origin- 
ally the personification not of disease in general, 
but of internal bodily pain (probably lumbar or 
intercostal pain). There were as many real per- 
sonifications as there were localized diseases and 
pangs, including: hunger and thirst, which are 
real beings. It is only at a much more advanced 
stage that wo find the personification of disease 
or pain in general ; and still later (needless 
to say) that or beings such as Evil, etc. We may 
say that such fictions as Death holding in her hand 
Anxiety, Pain, and Misery (c.y., the Hel of N. 
European myths) are purely literary and belong to 
th^eriod or the creation of myth and folklore. 

Elere also wo apparently come to the same con- 
clusion as in the case of the cosmographic and 
cosmogonic personalities : the earliest personifica- 
tions were not inclusive or general, but myriads of 
small personalities bom from objects, events, or 
fragmentary experiences. More thorough research 
into the metaphysics of the non-civilized will 
probably lead to the same conclusions for person- 
alities such as Force, Health, Knowledge, etc. 
The religious texts of proto-historic and prehistoric 
Egypt are .valuable here as the only written evidence 
of primitive thought. From them we see that there 
was.'not one physical force, but several ; more than 
one "kind ot health and productiveness; twenty 
kinds of ‘knowledge’ — of deceit, of ‘cleverness,’ of 
‘magical powers,’ etc. — and not one Knowledge. 
And everywhere the tendency of primitive personi- 
fication to form separate entities reappears. 

This leads us to the very important personifica- 
tion of death. There is hardly a single race among 
whom Death, under the most diverse forms, has 
not been a person and had its place in myth. We 
need not consider the stage during which it is a 
purely allegorical figure, as in classical and modem 
literature. Death personified, and a real person, 
is found almost everywhere. Are we to think that 
it also is a later generalization, and that origin- 
ally there were ten or twenty difl’erent kinds of 
death, forming as many personalities ? The nature 
of death among the various races (see Death and 
Disposal of the Dead) seems to lead to a different 
conclusion. To primitive man death is not anni- 
iiilation, but a rapture of several elements, all more 
or less perishable, but each keeping, at the 


moment of what is called death, its own sepaiate 
life, capable of being prolonged. Death is there- 
lore not a state, but an energy or an act. It is 
always the act of a person, every kind of death 
being the result of the evil activity of one of these 
pereons. ^ Death is thus an efiect, a consequence 
and yet It has become, at the same time, a sm<’le 
personality like each, of the other personified 
energies. 

We flnd in many religions a Death with its kingdom, a Death 
with Its court, ministers, and army; and this at first gives the 
idea of a power as ancient and as distinctly personal as the 
oldest gods and spirits. But the Death of so many myths and 
rehgious literatures does not belong to primitive soil. The 
study of African, shamanist, or Australian death shows that 
the earhest stage had no conception of the huge formidable 
figures created later by the great semi-civilized mj-thologies 
of Polynesia and S. America, the learned religions of the 
classical world, or the systems of N. Europe. It is even doubt- 
ful whether the Death of pre-Columban Mexico is a distinct 
personification; it is more probably an attribute, a force 
belonging to a deity, as Is the case with the supreme god of a 
region of Black Africa. And it should be noted here that 
ancient Egypt (which Ikept so closely to the ideas of non- 
civilized races in many respects) is not acquainted with 
a personified Death ; the monster Eat is not death, but the 
destruction which consumes ghosts. 

It has seldom been remarked that death has 
always been personified, while life has not been 
personified to the same extent. There are few 
indications so valuable as this fact in reaching by 
synthesis the conception of death that prevailed 
among primitive men. Life was not the opposite 
of death. When death became a personification, 
it was by the ordinary process of personifying 
acts and energies. But ufe defies definition by 
the savage mind ; it seems to be neither a state 
nor an energy, but, in the majority of the cases 
examined, a thing inseparable from various frag- 
ments of matter, and, consequently, impossible to 
personify separately. We can only mention this 
peculiarity in passing ; it is common among non- 
civilized peoples, and may lead to important results 
in the study of primitive psychology. 

II. Conclusions as to origins and process. 
— I. Personification forms.-^Howper incomplete 
our enumeration of the various kinds of personi- 
fications may be, its first result is to snow the 
(perhaps preponderating) importance of the notion 
of force. But bow was this notion expressed? 
The material forms given by man to the various 
personifications supply important elements for the 
consideration of the origin and nature of personifi- 
cation. And, while the material classification of 
so many hundreds of persons is difficult, the 
bibliography at onr disposal gives a sufficient 
number of distinct types for the various religions, 

(1) The first category comprises anthropomorphic 

forms. The sex of these personifications is deter- 
mined sometimes by the material objects which 
are their coraoreal essence, sometimes ^ teeir 
activities, and sometimes by language. The Sun, 
man or woman, the Moon, of male or female sex, 
the Stars, of different sexes, the Father- or Mother- 
Earth, are examples which might be supplemented 
throughout the whole of the cosmographic senes 
examined above (I. 2 (a)). u 

(2) Animal forms (apart from the difficult quM- 
tions of zoolatry and totemism [o'.v.]) constitute 
the second of the great classes. The ram-tliunuer- 
bolt, tbe serpent-rainbow, the dragon-tornado, tne 
dragon-eclipse, the white-bear-tempest, are 
hundreds of examples. As a general rule, amn ai 
figures seem to be the form preferred for personiu 
cations of awe-inspiring enerries, rapid actio , 
and terrible aspect. ‘Mixed’ forms, *•«. hau- 
animal and half-human, do not seem ever to ue 
direct formations, but rpiilt from the union ot mo 
or more personalities originally distinct. 

(3) Lastly, monstrous or 

strange or nonible aspect {e.g., the South M 
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the Chaldsean religion), for very simple psycho- 
logical reasons, are reser^-ed for ■ndcked personifi- 
cations. An examination of the chief forms of 
persons of this category, as represented in the 
iconography of N. Europe, Polynesia, Africa, and 
pre-Columban America, yields abundant facta in 
support of this. 

But do these three forms (anthropomorphic, 
zoomorphic, and monstrous) represent the really 
primitive way of expressing personalities? An 
affirmative answer amounts to admitting that 
idolatry preceded fetishism. The study of the 
crudest forms of personification among savages 
shows a different mechanism, which at the same 
time gives us a closer view of the manner in which 
a great many of these personalities are elaborated. 

Of course, we must eliminate all the personifica- 
tions introduced by a later age— the purely poetical, 
allegorical, conventional, or grammatical — as 
artificial and without foundation. They are often 
simple pictographio devices, if we may say so, 
implying no real belief in a positively existing 
person. We shall also omit the various personali- 
ties that are merely hypostases (see below, II. 4 ) of 
deities of superior rank. They are simply lingu- 
istic or piotographic means of expression and not 
truly primitive. 

In the first place, then, the process of pure and 
simple animism, as Tylor defines it (PfT’i. 425), and 
the psychological mechanism by which Keane (ilfan. 
Past and Present^ pp. 279f., 421,'502f.) explains 
anthropomorphism (q.v.) are contradicted by an 
increasing array of facts, and it would be most 
incorrect to assume here (as has been so improperly 
done in many other problems) that the mentelity 
of the savage is the same as that of the child. 
Pure and simple animism is perhaps reconcilable, 
strictly speaking, with the statement that in 
natnrist personifications the spirit is independent 
of the object or thing which it personiues (the 
system of inflexions of the Bantu languages is a 
striking example of this conception) ; but it 
clashes with the personifications of acts, forces, 
and energies. If it connects them with specifically 
distinct spirits or gods, it at the same time destroys 
the real existence of these personifications. If it 
allows them to exist, it cannot explain, in the 
majority of cases, either their characteristics or 
their material appearance. It is undoubtedly true 
that for primitive man everything lives, and that 
there is no such thing ns an inanimate object. 
Everything has an anxma (or severtd), and each 
thing manifests by its real or imagined activity 
the existence of a conscious voluntary prinpiplo 
endowed with instincts, feelings, and passions. 
But what do we find to be the favourite material 
means employed to express or fix these personali- 
ties and make them real ? _ As a rule the forms 
have no direct connexion with the forms that we 
should expect to result from the beliefs attached 
to the personalities. Tiieriomorphism or zoo- 
morphism, e.g., is proved to be the result of most 
complicated processes (ns is usually the case among 
savages, because they cannot see the rimple, the 
general, or the sj-nthetio) ; it is mapifestly the 
product of ultra-conventional, symbolical concep- 
tions, as far removed from the real nature of 
the personality which they express as, e.g., the 
Christian representation of the dove is from the 
theological idea of the nature of the Holy Spirit. 
The most common and most ancient practice of 
uncivilized races was to translate _ and incarnate 
their personifications in aniconic objects. 

The great number of personifications of plants, 
fruits, stones, pebbles, animal or vegetable debris, 
and especially the fantastic combinations of them 
made by the iiand of man, are indications of vital 
importance. It is well known that even in the 
von. IX. — 50 


fetishes with human or animal form (real semi- 
idols) the force or virtue — ^in a word, the soul or 
the person of the fetish — does not depend on the 
form or the characteristics of the puppet of wood 
(or any other material), but on the collection of 
bones, feathers, hairs, nails, leaves, grasses, or 
other substances that cover it or are fixed in its 
head, on its back, or in front of it. Now these 
medleys are not magically connected with the 
spirits or demons of the beings from whom they 
proceed ; it is an entirely different personality that 
18 named and fixed in the fetish by such collec- 
tions. The relation, therefore, is not animistic. 
It may be objected that the fetish itself is not a 
person, but the momentary shelter, the abode, of 
a person. But even this objection (supposing it to 
be true for all so-called fetishes, which is far from 
being the case) would tend to confirm the dynamist 
character of the origin of personification in the 
instances examined so far. 

2 . Symbolical representations. — We shall ex- 
amine briefly the methods of the dynamist expres- 
sion of personifications. They are extremely 
varied. Sometimes primitive man proceeds by 
allusion to the supposed affinities of the entity to 
be personified with the whole class of substances 
the separate members of which produce part of the 
energies belonging to it; this is the origin of 
fetishes. Sometimes he proceeds in the same way, 
but by antinomy or antiphrasis. Sometimes he 
employs the animal or vegetable forms, simple or 
complex, by means of which the person usually 
manifests one of his activities (this process is quite 
different from direct animistic representation of 
the ordinary habitat of a personality ; that has 
to do with animism properly so called, zoolatry, 
dendrolntry, and, later, idolatry). In other cir- 
cumstances he proceeds by symbolism or sympa- 
thetic magic, representing the objects whoso 
virtues or characteristics most resemble those of 
the personalities which he wishes to express (cf.jC.g., 
J. Henry, Z’Anie cTiin pcvple africain: Ics Bam- 
hara, Paris, 1909, p. 212 ff.). Sometimes there are 
allusions (very difficult for ns to understand) to the 
virtues expressed by colours, personifying some 
superior force, or by lines, strokes, or geometrical 
combinations, or by stones whoso clearness, 
brilliancy, and texture are the material exprassion 
of the qualities of the personality. Easier to 
understand are the processes which express the 
conception of the personality in lifelike representa- 
tions, by association of ideas, the effect for the 
cause, or vice vcrsa~e.g., the effects of inundation, 
fire, death, or disease — ^by material allusions or by 
symbolical parallels, by means of objects that 
suggest to tho mind their first causes or, on the 
other hand, their results ; examples arc tho per- 
sonification of thunder by fragments of stone or 
meteorites (which later become the basis of lith- 
olatry), the use of horns to personify strength, and 
of all kinds of brilliant objects to personify light, 
etc., or the representation (in Dahomey) of a pole 
painted blue, with red dots, to personify smallpox 
(because the body of a black-skinned person suffer- 


liunger and thirst) are translated by the repre- 
sentation of the result of their energy — a man 
with a twisted neck to personify wryneck, a man 
08 thin as a skeleton to personify consumption, 
etc. This class is unlimited and includes all Ikin^ 
of expressions of good and bad personifications. 
It leads, by extension, to the representation of tho 
personality by the figure of a being who, in 
character or power.o, comes nearest tho activity 
imagined in the personality represented — an 
important process, as it is the origin of fully half 


ing from this disease assumes that appearance) 
In the anthtopomorphic class the different personal! 
ties of the various pains and physical ills (mcludini 
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of the zoomorphic or theriomorphic figures. A 
still more curious development is the materializing 
of the personification in the representation of an 
object which produces effects similar to those pro- 
duced by the personality to be expressed;, the 
stick, the sword of hard wood, the aiTow, the 
lance, the stone axe, and the imitation of lightning 
are the most remarkable examples of this class. 
It has_ had a most important result, in the much 
later idea of placing these representations in the 
bands, on the head, or on the body of images with 
human features, in order to complete, by gesture 
or attitude, the manifest expression of the activity 
displayed, and it has contributed in large measure 
to anthropomorphism and idolatry. 

3. Personification of energy. — These examples 
are perhaps sufficient to throw a little light on the 
difficult question of the origins of personification. 
The originating elements are many, and there is 
every appearance that all have been active separ- 
ately and from the very beginning. It cannot be 
denied that pure and simple animism was first 
responsible for a large number of the persons 
believed to exist in the physical world of rocks, 
mountains, waters, winds, etc. — in a word, of 
nature broken up into thousands of objects. 
Direct animism also explains the personality given 
to the products manufactured by man. The need 
of concrete images of words, even the most abstract, 
the need of giving them, so to speak, flesh and 
bones and visible attributes, was also the source 
of a number of personifications, and for this gram- 
matical animism the views of Tylor, correcting the 
exaggerations of Max Muller, are an excellent 
scientific basis. 

But, besides these forms, and at the same time, 
another feeling led primitive man to personifica- 
tion. Neither the mana nor the orenda of recent 
theories seems to define it exactly, any more than 
the 'feeling of immensity’ or of ‘incoercible 
force’ of F.JB. Jevons’s ingenious theory (Introd. 
to the Study of Comparative Religion, p. 114 ff.). 
Conceptions so strongly synthetic are beyond the 
mentality of the savage. If we may make an 
attempt at a more correct explanation, primitive 
man seems to have confusedly guessed the exist- 
ence of an impersonal force, united to matter, 
distinct and different from spirits, demons, or 
gods, whose existence and activities he also recog- 
nized. He never attempted to define this force 
theoretically ; he did not even try to conceive it 
in its unity any more than he could, in the case of 
matter itself, do anything but perceive some of its 
fragments or aspects. But here and there he dis- 
cerned its manifestations, either in duration {e.g., 
the seasons) or in space {e.g., the celestial regions 
or quarters of the sky), or in both at once {e.g., 
germination), or, lastly, in the encounters with in- 
visible forces which he experienced. Whenever he 
discerned these more or less fragmentary mani- 
festations, he detached them from the mass of the 
inaccessible and the unknown, and by this very 
act he created a personification. It became 
detached from the whole with the same ease which 
in developed religions gives so many multiple 
souls, essences, or attributes to one and the same 
god. 

4. Personification and syncretism. — fiffiis capac- 
ity of breaking up into different personifications a 
single force confusedly surmised (but never seen) 
justifies one of the most noteworthy character- 
istics of the evolution of the savage’s notion of 
personality. 

Such personalities were naturally, and by pre- 
vious definition, deprived of all moral character. 
They had, for good or ill, only the qualities which 
best explained the physical manifestations whose 
activity had led man to imagine as first causes of 


such activity the existence of certain persons. 
Now, this is something entirely different from 
anthropomorphism — though many ivriters {e.q., 
Jevons) have imagined it to be so originally— viz. 
that man proceeded by first imagining beings like 
himself, and then endowing them with prions 
and manifestations of energy similar to his oini. 
Certainly, when primitive man, in order to define 
the appearance of these personifications,' tried to 
realize their desires, appetites, instincts, passions, 
and beneficent or harmful emanations (benevol- 
ence, anger, pity, resentment), he had no other 
resource in his thought, still less in his spoken 
thought, than to use as models the images and 
words which he used of himself. We often do tlie 
same when our poor terminology forces us to say 
‘<3od hears,’ ‘God sees,’ He ‘understands,’ He ‘is 
grieved,’ or He ‘pardons,’ or even when we say 
that He ‘ knows.’ 

A discussion on this point would be useless, as 
it is merely a question or terminology. At bottom 
the process of ascribing a character to a certain 
personality has resulted chiefly from the supposed 
experience and the knowledge claimed of its 
material manifestations, by observing the most 
characteristic phenomena of the life of nature— 
its winds, its waters, its various aspects, and its 
apparent convulsions. These are the essential 
characteristics of all these personifications; and 
the inevitable consequence was that they must 
have been originally totally indifferent to the 
human being. They were neither friendly nor 
hostile to him (these words are devoid of meaning 
to primitive man). They lived and showed their 
powers in the direction which satisfied their 
aptitudes and needs. Where man felt their 
activity to be helpful or harmful, they were in the 
end classified as good or bad. But this process 
was very slow, for the effects of the activity of 
those persons on the human being determined the 
relations of reverence and fear, and suggested 
inveigling them long before men thought of loving 
or hating them. Such relations, aiming at self- 
protection or utility, were neither hostile nor 
friendly ; they were utilitarian. They were not 
measured by the theoretic power of the person®, 
but by the frequency of the relations with man. 
A far-off and quasi-inactive personification,^ like 
the sky, e.g,, majy be among many uncivilized 
races the most ancient, powerful, and remarkable 
of personifications, while at the same time it is 
the one with which they are least concerned, and 
to which they pay _ only the most meagre of 
reverential or propitiatory rites. 

This simple formation of _ the characters 01 
personifications from observation explains sjmcre- 
tism — in a way which at ffist 6ight_ is 
paradoxical — much more easily than it could be 
explained if the question of moral qualities liad_ to 
play a part. As a matter of fact, the confernng 
on a certain personification par excellence 01 a 
separate definite activity, theniaterof apermanen 
activity (equally definite), has given rise to specifa- 
cally functional personifications. But, in prcp°5' 
tion as the complexity of an activity of 
was better understood by man, he detached from 
the first personification separate new personalities, 
corresponding to the separate new forces w i 
understood. But such a mechanism, by 1 ty 
facility, must just as easily work in oPposite 
direction. For at the same time the 
thought and research on the 

•was constantly connectmg \nth each ^ 

sions of activities at first believed to 
so that, alongside of the 

of personifications by jpore complete know ledg 
of the complexities of life, there was found in tbe 
world a gradual (and not less contmnous) uniting 
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of personifications originally separate. 

ppeared, and the former ones 


Thus new 

persons constantly appearei 
at the same time gradnally merged into each 
other, by the play of the multiple souls of a single 
being or by the theory of ‘aspects’ or that of 
hypostases of one and the same person. In this 
incessant double process a sort of primitive syn- 
cretism tended to evolve. Sprung at one and 
the same time from the various animisms and 
from what, for want of a better name, we must 
call d3rnam_ism, primitive personification, having 
reached this point, enters the sphere of semi- 
civilized and advanced religions (for which sea the 
follo^ving comparative articles). 
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1892; Herbert Spencer, The Principles of Soeiology^Z vols., 
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Comparative Religion, New York, 1903 ; L. H. Jordan, Com- 
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George Foucart. 

PERSONIFICATION (E^ptian). — i. Scope 
of the article.^ — In this article it is intended to 
deal only with those deities which can reasonably 
be called * personifications ’ ; and these are deities 
of which we have reason to believe that they were 
suggested more by inward reflexion than by obser- 
vation of external things — deities, in fact, in which 
the conceptual or thought element looms larger 
than that of sense or perception. The distinction 
is an artificial one, for the act of deification 
obviously implies a highly conceptual view of the 
thing deified ; the sun, c.g., though an object of 
perception, could not have become a god except 
through certain qualities of power and the like 
attributed to it. The value of the term ‘ personi- 
fications ’ as a means of classifying our facts is that 
it enables us to attack the problem of god-making 
at its nearer and more easily explorable pole. 
Starting with gods of a highly abstract character 
like Riko’, ‘magic,’ wo thence_ pass on to more 
concrete deities — e.g., personified geograpliical 
terms like Amentet, ‘the west.’ At the border- 
line of our subject are certain psychical entities 
like Bai, ‘ soul,’ Khaibet, ‘ shadow,’ and symbolic 
deities like Shesmu, tlie god of the ‘ oil-press ’ and 
‘wine-press,’ and Meskhenet, the goddess of the 
‘birthplace.’ Beyond the border we find it_ con- 
venient to place nature-gods, animal-gods, fetishes, 
and all classes of gods whoso names immediately 
evoke the image of particular objects or pheno- 
mena in the visible world. 

The propriety of indudins symbolic pods under this head 
misht DO questioned on the ground that their names, unlike 
those of other personific.ations, do not correspond to the pre- 
cise thincr that it is intended to personify, but symbolize it by a 

eted wth it, to 

! , a- 1 iathepodwho 

. . . ■ . ; ‘ ■ is, but his name 

.' . . ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ • press ’ used in 

connexion mth them, zroiu me ligypiolopiml point of view, 
however, it would bo inadvisable to separate this categorr of 
deities from those which c.an more Justly be calicd personinca- 
tions ; Meskhenet, • birthplace,’ e.g., is usually found associated 
■with Shay, • fate,’ or Renenct, • nursiup. ... , . 

The ground to be covered in this article has been ucma^lea 
In reference to the psychological notions of perception and in- 
ception, bnt wo might equally well have defined personifica- 
tions in terms of ‘ things ’ and ' names.’ The EgypUans eiyi 
themselves to have regarded the matter in that ligh^ for the 
following words are put into the mouth of the god Bike ; I 
am that name which the Sole Lord crc.ated, w^n as yet there 
were no two things upon the earth * (P. Lacau, Textes reUgieux 
igyptierxs, Paris, 1010, no. TS, line 5 f.). 

1 The writer Is deeply indebted to Rr. A- Wolf for valuable 
criticism and advice In the use of terms. 


2. Personification and language. — Language 
is full of metaphor from personal life, and, since the 
meaning of every name is coloured by the predi- 
cates and epithets used in connexion with it, a 
prfc of animalism is involved in all speeclj, as, 
indeed, it is in all thought. But, when the 
Egyptian says that a fire ‘ gives’ warmth, or that 
right ‘brings’ its venture safe to port, it is hardly 
correct to cite this as sufficient evidence of personi- 
fication ; the speaker may have been utterly 
unaware tliat his expressions implied the attribu- 
tion of personality either to fire or to right. A 
second Egyptian, on the other hand, in the 
moment of pronouncing the same phrases, may have 
had a dim mental image of fire and right ns ponsons, 
in which case personification of a rudimentary and 
momentary kind would undoubtedly be involved. 
Langnawe, then, using personal metaphors, docs not 
necessarily attribute personality, though it pro- 
vides a fertile soU out of which a more real because 
more conscious and permanent personification 
springs up almost inevitably. 

3. Causes of personification. — (a) Analogt /. — 
We are not here seeking the ori^n of the earliest 
gods, and are therefore entitled to start our inquiry 
at a point of time when the Egj'ptians already 
possessed a multiplicity of deities. It seems obvious 
that in such nn atmosphere new deities would be 
created with the utmost ease, if only to sustain the 
character and stylo of a mytholorical passage. 
When it was related that the sun-god Be' emerged 
upon a lily from the primeval waters, called Niu or 
Nann, it became almost inevitable that those 
waters should be spoken of as engendering Re , and 
the repetition and variation of the same theme 
would soon convert Nin or Nfinu into a fully- 
fledged deity, whom R6' addressed as ‘ my father,' 
and who was accounted ‘ the eldest god.’ In quite 
diflerent contexts analogy and close association 
migiit work very similar results: thus in one 
Theban tomb the ‘lifetime’ {.'aKe) of the deceased 
owner and the ‘false door’ (aS’e), where oflerings 
were laid before him, are exceptionally co-ordinated 
with ‘ his soul,’ ‘ his fate,’ and other entities both 
here and elsewhere considered divine ; and in the 
next sentence all the substantives tlius co-ordinated 
are referred to as ‘these gods’(N. do G. Davies 
and A. H. Gardiner, Tomb of Amenemhet, London, 
1916, p. 99 f.). This is nn mstructive instance of 
the wiw in which gods were artificially multiplied. 

(6) Pictorial art. — A second highly importent 
cause of personification was the wide extension 
given to painting and sculpture os a means of 
recording ideas and facts. The inability of pic- 
torial representation, as such, to meet nil the 
exigencies of expression imposed by thought and 
language early led to its bifurcation into the two 
separate branches of illustrative art and hiero- 
glyphic writing {Journal of Egyp. Archocology, ii. 
[1015] 71-75). These two br.anches pursued their 
development pari pewrw and in con.stant combina- 
tion wth one another, and it not seldom happened 
that one of them encroached upon the domain of 
its fellow. _ There can be little doubt that the 
actual step involved in personification was often dn® 
to an encroachment of this kind ; sculpture en- 
couraged personification by usurping the function 
of Tvntmgand by attempting to express pictoriallv 
things which in reality rather c,alled for eipre5.='on 
in lanmiage or writing ; e.g., a frequent theme in 
the adornment of early tombs was the bnnmnfto 
the deceased of funerair supplies bv his 
estates; tho latter, howcilC coul5 haiSf^^ 
depicted othenvise than by allegorical 
tlic word for ‘ estate ’ (nc-rf) bein| feminine, 
natural to represent the list of contribn^Vr V-Vt^ 
as a proccs.sion of women with ogcrin‘’^=''‘-r-t^ 
hands. The adoption of the picto.'-:*] ^ 
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thus have heen the accidental means by which the 
image of a personal agent became perpetuated in 
the minds of the Egyptian in connexion with 
names of things that had hitherto evoked no 
very definite or tangible images. In the early 
temples this procedure was extended. The obvious 
analogy between the fruitfulness of the provinces 
and the fertility of the Nile was seized upon by the 
artists, who depicted the provinces in the image of 
the Nile-god, giving to them, as to him, the head 
of a male deity but the milk-laden breasts of a 
mother. Nor did this artificial multiplication of 
gods end here ; material prosperity could almost 
equally well be attributed to such abstract causes 
as ‘riches,’ ‘peace,’ or ‘health,’ or else to general 
conceptions like ‘seed,’ ‘summer,’ or ‘creative 
command ’ ; all of these might accordingly be 
represented in human shape, their sex being deter- 
mined by the grammatical gender of their names. 
It is noteworthy that these wholly artificial beings 
are apt to be associated in the sculptures with 
deities of a far less dubious character — a fact 
which could not fail to assist the legitimation of 
their existence ; by this are meant a readiness to 
consider them on the same footing as the old, 
universally-recognized gods, and an absence of any 
feeling that they were mere inventions of the 
mind, not to be taken seriously. 

For some early and tn^ical representations of this bind see 
L. Borchardt, J}as Grabdtnkmal det Konigs ffajiu-rl', Leipzig, 
1918, vol. ii. plates 20, 29, 80, with the comments by K. Sethe, 
pp.99f., lOSf. 

(c) Writing . — Egyptian hieroglyphic writing, 
being born in the fashion described above (b), 
never succeeded in purging itself entirely of its 
original pictorial elements. These survived, in 
particular, in the class of signs knoivn as ‘deter- 
minatives,’ which are simply picture-signs placed 
after phonetically written words in such a way as 
to determine or suggest their meaning. All Muitten 

names of gods are followed by the sign repre- 
senting an ordinary male deity, or else by the 

falcon-god Horus, the type of the gods, upon a 
standard such as was carried in religious proces- 
sions ; the latter was the earlier method. God- 
desses similarly were indicated by the presence of 

for which is sometimes substituted 


the sign 




either one of the two determinatives of male 
deities or else the image of the typical serpent- 


goddess, Buto; 




Now this very habit of writ- 


ing, together with the fact that only few words 
were allowed to dispense with determinatives, 
would naturally tend to bring the question of 
personification or non-personification actively into 
the field of consciousness. For Egyptologists the 
presence or absence of such determinatives is the 
most natural test : when, e.g., we find the word 
‘life’ with this clear meaning and determined with 
a sign of divinity, then we can hardly refuse to 
speak of it as personified. 

(d) The fundamental cause . — The causes of per- 
sonification considered hitherto are, however, con- 
tributory rather than fundamental. At the root 
of all god-making lies a respectful attitude of 
mind towards certain phenomena, physical or 
mental, arising from a consciousness that they are 
sources of power difficult to control, yet necessarily 
to be reckoned with. It is in connexion with 
either the practical or the intellectual interests of 
mankind that this respectful attitude of mind 
manifests itself, and a broad survey of the concepts 
personified will show that they represent either 


facts that have a direct bearing upon human 
welfare or notions that appeared essential to a 
mythological interpretation of the world. Of 
course personification did not always necessarily 
follow immediately upon the realization of the 
importance of a conception ; it is a definite, more 
or less conscious step taken at a given moment. 
Psychologically considered, personification appears 
to he the reaction against the vagueness and con- 
sequent elnsiveness of conceptions as compared 
with perceptions— in other words, the tendency, 
upon realizmg the forceful, influential nature of a 
phenomenon, to form a mental picture of it more 
vivid and therefore more in accordance with its 
supposed importance. The method in which this 
ivas done wril be explained below ; meanwhile it 
must be said that, looking beyond this general 
statement, we cannot really account for the selec- 
tion of the concepts personified except as due to 
chance, i.e. to causes too complex to be summed up 
in one general formula. Certain points, however, 
stand out clearly. There is sometimes an alter- 
native to personification : attributes deemed of 
importance may attain to a sort of personal reality 
by being made characteristic of one or other of 
the great gods. Thus Thoth became the god of 
learning, Ptah the god of handiwork, Min the god 
of procreation. Personification and attribution 
may co-exist ; e.g., Ma'et, the goddess ‘ right,’ is 
found beside Ptah, ‘the lord of right’ [nehmdet). 
Affiliation often serves as a means of reconciling 
the two ; the sun-god Ee" had a clearly-markeu 
ethical aspect, and in consequence Ma'et was 
described ns his daughter. A point of a different 
kind worth noticing is that, on the whole, the 
personification of evu things wasavoided in Egypt; 
Sond, ‘fear,’ is one of the rare exceptions. Tliis 
reluctance to attribute power and importance to 
what is bad speaks volumes for the optimistic out- 
look of the Egyptians. 

4 . Personification and visualized form. —All 
personification, by definition, involves a certain 
change of appearance, visual or other. Let us 
consider what happens when the sky is personified, 
though strictly this example lies beyond the scope 
of the present article. Language and thought 
being unable to escape from the human analogy, 
it follows that the more ‘meaning’ the sky 
acquires, i.e. the more numerous the attnbutes 
and functions ascribed to it, the less able will the 
perceived physical reality be to do justice to the 
augmented conception as a whole. Clearly the 
deliberate positing of a personal agent in place of 
or beside the perceived reality will provide a much 
better peg upon which to hang the previous ana 
subsequent conceptual accretions, and mil allow or 
the expression of these in much more vivid, because 
more personal, language. The visual sense being 
by far the most important of the_ senses, persomn- 
cation usually manifests itself in a visual form, 

whether this be actually externalized (sculpture or 

painting) or merely implied by verbm imagery. 
Sometimes one word is kept for the physical reality 
like pet, ‘sky,’ while an old synonym is employea 
for the personified concept, line Nut, ' 

goddess. In the visual forms that 
assume the specific cbaractenstics of the things 
personified tend to be indicated : the Nile-go , 
the swelling breasts of a mother and a body cm ere 
ivith wavy lines suggesting water; JNut, tiic 
heaven-goddess, forms an arch wuth her boay^ 
supporting herself with hands and feet a • 

recumbent earth-god, Geb; _ the extern 
festation,’ bat, is a bird wuth ^ 

bird-like appearance apparently being intended w 
symbolize the ease ^vitli which the 5a. con^ 


Z heaven and take a place among the sters 1 ne 
fez, or ‘character,’ being nothing more than 
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spiritual image of a man, follows the changes of 
his growth, the Jca of the child being a child, and 
the ka of the grown man being a grown man. 
Elsewhere cruder methods are used for represent 
ing the specific character of a personification : 
Smchet, the marsh-goddess, is sometimes shown 
with a plantation of reeds and flowers placed upon 


her human head; Ma'et, ‘right’ 


wears 


the feather which for some unknown reason is the 
symbol of right ; Sia’, ‘ understanding,’ either has 
his name written in hieroglyphs over him or else 


has the ' characteristic phonetic sign in the 


written word sid actually touching his head. 
Personification, curiously enough, does not always 
demand that the deities W’hich it forms should he 
depicted outwardly in the form of a person ; all 
that is demanded is that there shall bo some con- 
crete and easily visualized rallying-point round 
which the attributes of personality can group 
themselves. The harvest-goddess Ernutet is repre- 
sented either as a woman with the head of a cobra 
or as completely a cobra ; this is doubtless because 
that snake was so frequently found among the 
ripe com. The names of certain personifications 
may suggest concrete symbols of this kind 
(symbolic gods); thus Shesmu, the god of the 
wine-press and of the oil-press, really personifies 
the making of wine and ml, which is symbolized 
under this mental image ; the picture of the wine- 
press occurs incidentally in the hieroglyphic ■writing 
of his name, and it is doubtless mere accident that 
the god himself was not pictorially represented in 
that form. 

5. Degrees of personification. — In its most 
rudimentary form personification was, for the 
Egyptians, little more than a natural mode of 
emphasis, analogous to our use of capital letters in 
■writing. But between this embryonic form of 
deification and the most fully developed personifi- 
cations almost eve^ stage of growth can be 
observed and exemplified, until at last there is no 
distinction between them and the principal gods 
of the pantheon. Indeed, the main interest in the 
study of personifications is the prominence which it 
gives to the fact that the vast majority of gods^ 
differ from them not in kind but only in degree, 
that their characteristics are not those of real 
persons, ns the language of the older school of 
mythologists would often seem to imply, but that, 
since they are merely concepts decked out in the 
semblance and trappings of real persons, their 
indmduality is at all times of a very precarious, 
unstable, and indefinite kind. Tlieir gradual 
acquisition of substance and externality can 
nowhere better be seen than in the evolution of a 
personified abstraction. The metaphors of lan- 
guage, ns wo have seen (§ 2), give the primary 
impulse ; but it is to sculpture and, in a less degree, 
to ideographic ■writing (§ 3" (6) (c)) that is largely 
due the definite creation of a personality that is 
visualized with some clearness and even with p 
certain measure of consistency (§ 4). Around this 
nucleus the theologians and the myth-makers 
weave their tissue of legends and adulatoiy epithets, 
each new tale and each new title adding to the 
appearance of objective reality, making the per- 
sonification more lifelike. At last men may bo 
prevailed upon even to worship it. The history of 
Rlke’, ‘magic,’ may serve us as an illustration. 
Originally perhaps a mere descriptive term pre- 
dicated of individual acts of a certain mysterious 


1 Some pods, of conrec, vreirc really persons. The Pharaoh 
■was a pod, and n certain number of human beings, both klnps 
and private persons, were deified after thetr death. Bee art. 
lIsROifl asD lURO-wonsiIir (Epj-ptian). 


I quality, it first becomes a collective term for a 
number of such acts, and then a designation of the 
I particular quality that they possess in common.* 
As such Rlke’ is described in the Pyramid Texts 
as speaking threats against unfriendly gods. 
Thanlcs to exaggerated verbal imagery of this kind, 
Rike’ is next found in the Vth dynasty, depicted 
upon a temple wall as a male deity at the head of 
a procession of personified districts. This develop- 
ment marks his definite entrance into the pantheon ; 
henceforth it is easier to describe the functions of 
I magic in reference rather to the vividly remembered 
image made familiar in sculpture than to the 
remote and somewhat elusive concept, and mythical 
traits now tend to be invented which have hut 
little relation to the observed facts that gave rise 
to the word ‘magic.’ The process, wo must be 
careful to observe, is one not of substitution, but 
of differentiation ; the old general term Kikd con- 
tinues to exist and have its uses, hut side by side 
with it is the conception of a god Rlke’, wliich 
comes into play when the mind, so to speak, is 
differently attuned, when the imaginative, emo- 
tional tendencies are being given more rein. In 
a Middle Kingdom text Riko’ figures ns a deity 
created by tlie sun-god R5 -Atnm ‘ when as yet no 
two things existed ’ ; and from liis activity as 
deputy of the sun-god sprang all lii-ing things. 
The fantastic idea now gamed currency that dead 
men might become reincarnate in the likeness of 
80 potent a divinity, and spells ha\-ing this end in 
■view were invented. Next Rike' is found escort- 
ing through the nether world, ns ho sails by 
night underground from west to east; in the 
temple of L^uxor we behold him in attendance at 
the birth of a new Pharaoh. Lastly, in Grroco- 
Roman times, he is discovered at Esneh ns the son 
of tlie god Khntlm and the goddess Nobun, actually 
receiving a cult under the name of Rsko’-pe-khrOn, 

‘ marie - the - child ’ ; here doubtless his imago, 
visible and tangible and as living os any god can 
over become, was preserved in its own shrine and 
attended by his oivn priestly servants. It is not 
maintained, of course, that Rike’ ever took a 
place among the highest gods of Egypt, hut in the 
end he appears to he hardly at all more spurious 
than the best of them. 

On 51ke’ eco nn nrtlcle by tho present writer In PSBjI 
xxktU. 11015] 253-201!, nlBO ib. xxxrlll. [1010] 129. 

6 . Instability ofpersonifications. — (a) Instnhility 
of visual form. — ^There was very little stability ns 
regards tho outward forms of pcrsonification'i ; 
nor were human shinies necessarily prior to animal 
or other shopcs. The goddess of the harvest, 
EmOtet, was a cohra-goadess from the start. A 
good instance of a god with secondary and variable 
animal shapes is Shay, ‘ fate,’ who in his earliest 
occurrences — e.g., in tiio papyrus of Ani {ed. E. A. 
W. Budge, London, 1913, vol. i. pi. 3) — is linman- 
beaded. Later, and perhaps through assimilation 
to the creator-god, Khnflm, ho is represented as a 
goat (Budge, Greenfield Papyrus, London, 1912, 
pi. 108) ; and later still tho ivTiting of his name 
shows him to have been imagined in the form of a 
serpent, or else in the scmhlancc of the animal 
of Seth (see G. Mfiller, Die Itidcn Totenpapyrus 
Bland, Leipzig, 1913, p. 54, no. 370). Symbols 
can likewise ho secondary. The spelling of the 

god , Sekhem, ‘power,’ in tho 

Pyramid Texts shows that he was not at that 
time invariably considered to manifest himself in 
tho outward appearance of a sceptre (a word for, 
sceptre is .R^m) ; but in the tempfo of Ahydos we 
see sculptured upon the walls a sceptre accom- 
panied by the words ‘Th6th, shm of the gods,* 

* This if mere hypolhttls ; «t« below, { 8, ad finem. 
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where shm, ‘sceptre-power,’ is the abstraction 
‘ijower ’ visualized in the form of a sceptre, imbued 
with personality, and finally identified with Thoth. 

For references to sjm see W. Spiegelbere, In RTAP rzviii. 
[1906] 164. 

(b) Singularity and multiplicity. — The very . indi- 
viduality of personifications was of a dubious 
quality. We have just seen that Sekhem, ‘ power,’ 
could be merged into Thoth and so lose its identity 
and independent existence. Some different ex- 
amples of a similar variability must now be quoted. 
Meskhenet, goddess of the birthplace, at some 
moments appears with a single, distinct person- 
ality of her own, as a deity accompanying the 
other divinities of birth (Klinuni, Reqet, etc.) from 
childbed to childbed, there determining the length 
of life decreed for the new-born babe. Elsewhere, 
however, we gather that every man possesses his 
own Meskhenet (Davies-Gardiner, loc. dt.); accord- 
ing to Abydene tradition, there were four goddesses 
of the name (E. Lepsius, Todtenbuch der Agypter, 
Leipzig, 1842, ch. cxlii.), who were sometimes 
identified with Tefenet, Nut, Isis, and Nephthys 
respectively (e.o., Lepsius, Denhmiiler, iv. 82a), So 
too we have Sia’, the god of understanding, but 
elsewhere we read of the personified understanding 
of every god (K. Sethe, Die altdgyp, Pyramiden- 
texte, Leipzig, 1908, no. 411).^ Even old-established 
gods might multiply their personalities in a similar 
way, Khnum, e.g., not only acquires a new and 
separate personality for every new locality in 
which he was worshipped, but he is also on rare 
occasions named as a private creator-god of whoin 
every man might possess an example of his own 
(Davies-Gardiner, pp. 99, 113). In short, the world 
of deities reflects, on the one hand, the unity, on the 
other hand, the infinite variability, displayed in 
the mental world ; it can differentiate and identify 
in the same manner as thought can distinguish 
and compare. No rule can be set up as to whether 
a god will first manifest himself as a unique or 
as a multiple being: in the case of KhnUm we 
can hardly doubt that lOmum, absolute, preceded 
‘his (particular) Khnum.’ On the other hand, 
personified ka, ‘character,’ clearly started as a 
general term, innately deified and varying ivith 
each individual possessor of a ^ ; nor is it until 
the New Kingdom, and then only very rarely 
indeed, that Ka is found as an absolute, single 
deity, equivalent almost to our ‘ Providence ’ and 
apt to be equated with the Nile as the fount of all 
well-being. About the same time it became usual 
to attribute to the sun -god Re" and to his descendant 
the Pharaoh a stereotyped list of fourteen kas, or 
attributes, each of which had its oivn specific 
nature and name, such as ‘power’ or ‘brilliancy.’ 
They are often depicted, together -with a series of 
femme counterparts, in the late temples. 

The hitherto unrecognized meaning ‘Providence ’ for Ka (e-jr., 
J. F. ChampoUion, Monuments de VEgypte et de laNubie, Paris, 
1835, pL 264 ; H. Brugsch and J. Dtimichen, Recueil dts monu- 
ments igyptiens, Leipzig, 1862-86, iii. 02) is due to the same 
order of ideas as that which connected the ia with 
‘fate,’Gr. ^aif dr ‘XyaBhe (see W. Spiegelberg, in ZA 

xlix. [1911] 126). For the fourteen kas of Re' see RSBA 
xxxviii.. 83-89, 94 f. 

Singular personifications were viewed under two aspects : (1) 
as forces acting at the moment in which they are spoken of, and 
(2) as historical characters whose existence lay in a far distant 
past. To these is sometimes implicitly added a third and future 
aspect — e.g,, when we find the hope expressed that a dead 
man may assume shape as some personified being like ^ike' 

(§ s). 

7. Personification and cult. — There is no inherent 
reason why personifications even of abstract ideas 
should not become the objects of a cult, but as a 
matter of fact few of the deities dealt with in this 
article were ever honoured in that way. The one 
really important exception is the ka, the personi- 
fied character or individuality of a man ; this was 
1 Hereafter quoted os Pyr. I 


supposed to cleave eternally to the tomb after the 
death of its owner, and from the earliest times 
both kings and their subjects possessed ‘servants 
of the ka,‘ or ‘ &r-priests,’ who administered to 
their cult. Of Renenet and Meskhenet {§ 9 (a) 5, 
(1) 1) we read in tlie XVIIIth dynasty that ofler- 
ings -were made to them among other gods at 
Specs Artemidos (Sethe, Urkunden des agyp. 
Altertums, Leipzig, 1906, iv. 389). Rike’, as we 
have seen, was in Greek times worshipped at 
Esneh (§ 5). Sesha’t, the goddess of writing, seems 
to have had a cult even in the earliest periods. 
When, however, priests of Maet and jjiae’ are 
mentioned in Old Kingdom tombs, it must not be 
at once concluded that those deities possessed 
temples and an organized cult of their own ; it is 
clear from the contexts that the holders of these 
titles were always judges or doctors respectively, 
and it may well have been merely the exercise of 
these semuar functions that constituted the ritual 
of their priesthood. 

8. Personifications and epithets.— We now re- 
turn to a subject touched upon already in § 3 (d). 
In the light of the last paragraphs personifications 
norv appear as conceptions inflated with a new and 
spurious mode of being, which they enjoy, so to 
speak, in their own right, not by virtue of a para- 
sitic existence as attributes or epithets. The most 
p_erfeot examples are infinitives personified, like 
‘Onekh, ‘life,’ ’Aut-yeb, ‘elation of heart,’ ‘joy,’ 
for the infinitives are by their very nature abstract 
and withdraivn from the actual objects, here living 
creatures and joyful beings, from which they derive 
their essential characteristics. In Egyptian texts, 
however, a technical difficulty prevents us from 
recognizing such personifications as easily as we 
could wish ; no vowels being written, it m seldom 
possible to discriminate personified infinitives from 
other personified parts of speech. Hence it is 
usually necessary to examine the context very 
carefully in order to decide whether an apparent 
personification is really such or is an epithet. 
Epithets may be participles, adjectives, or common 
nouns, or may be paraphrased by expressions hke 
‘lord of right’ instanced above (§3(*^))- 
important feature of epithets is that they serve to 
qualify, not the idea inherent in themsplves, like 
personifications, but deities whose existence is 
quite independent of them, resting upon wholly 
different postulates. Thus, when we come across 
the god Shm, the question arises whether this 
means ‘ power ’ in the abstract or ‘ the powerful 
one,’ referring allusively to Osiris or to some other 
god. This the context alone can settle. 

The above statement must not be read to mean that all per 
sonified abstractions are in the infinitive. On *h® ‘lontniry 
Egyptian, like other languages, often conveys the idea of tne 
abstract through the concrete; e.fr., the name of the 
Ma'et, ‘right,’ is probably a feminine particle, she me 
which is direct,' Gr. to SUaiov, the Egj-ptian 
tag a neuter sense by means of the ^ 

•^mting’ should have been personified as a 
a god is obscure ; the name Sesha t P^ihlV. 
means ‘she who writes.' pike’, ‘magic,’ is a »“t®tortive ^r 
sonified ; but whether the nominal ' 

name is one appropriate to common nouns or to abstractions 
beyond our knowledge. On sjrmbols see above, 5 4' 

o. The more important personificatipns,--Oom- 
pleteuess is here out of the question, and the follow - 
ing enumeration is intended merely to give ^roe 
idea of the field covered, and of the vanous degrees 
reached by personification in different 
vocalization of the names is usually 9“te “JP® 
thetic, and the classification makes no pretence to 
have a scientific principle. ^ .. a 

(a) Life, death, fate, etc. — (1) ’Onekta *1,',^®’ Cairo, 
NiIe-god(J. E. Gautier and G. 

1902, p. 25, Xllth dynasty). He is also 
altar ^SB A iii. [1874] 112), a monument ^ quite ^Mt®^ 
of the Vltb dj-nasty, as aman. 

appears with head of entx antata gg,e Temi^t 

carrying a divme banner {e.g., A. ot. o. uauneuu, 


this 
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of the Kings at Abydos, London, 1902, pi. 14, XTSth dynasty); 
this is a mere decorative device. 

(2) llout, ‘ death,’ only once in a poetical passage ol late date ; 
see art. Ltpb akd Death (Eg^tian), S 4. 

(3) Sonb, ’health,’ as Mile-god (Gautier, toe. eit.); In an 
incantation where parts of the body are identified with various 
duties, ‘ thy intestiues are health ’ (A.Ennnn, ‘ Zauberspruche fur 
Mutter und Kind,’ verso, 6, 4, in ABA W, 1901); see also Pyr, 1190. 

(4) Shay, ‘ fate,’ Gr. ijnu'v and 'AyaObv Aaiituv, in one place 
described as b peyas Saifitav h ^rovvoxOovtov (see Holler, foe. cif., 
and, for his various visualized forms, S 4). For the thav of 
individuals see Davies-Gardiner, Zoo. cit. ; ’his shay’ is later 
sometimes substituted lor ‘ his ka.’ 

(6) Eenenet, ‘ nursing,’ personified as a woman ; to he care- 
fully distinguished from Emutet (I (3)); often coupled with 
Shay (a (4)) or with Meskhenet (I (1)) ; at Edfu identified with 
Sesba’t, the goddess of writing (Lepsius, iv. 41o). For the 
renenet of individuals see Davies-Gardiner, loe. eit. ; for her 
cult, above, } 7. 

See also 'Ah'e, ‘lifetime’ {§3 (a)); Meskhenet, ‘birthplace’ 
(below, I (1)) ; and, lor the creator-god Khnum, § 6 (6)). 

(6) Attributes of lidng beings.-^l) Ma’a’, ’seeing,’ and (2) 
Sdzem, ‘ hearing,’ in late times depicted as male deities ; there 
was also a combined deity Ma’a’-Sfizem, ’ seeing-hearlng.’ Cl. 
PSBA jocxviii. 85, n. IS. 

(3)5u, ’commanding utterance,’ and (4) Sia’, ’understand- 
ing,’ two personified abstractions of considerable importance 
(see PSBA xxxviii. 43-64, 83-95). They are represented as male 
deities in the train ol the sun-god, who create them by an act 
ol self-mutilation. According to one fable, it is to them that 
the universe owes its existence — a Memphite variant of the tale 
makes out Ptah to be the cosmic god, from whom emanated 
Borus ns ’ tongue ' and ThSth as ’ heart,’ i.«. intellect. Among 
the fourteen kas, or attributes, of K6' 9u, ns an active agency to 
whom material prosperity can he ascribed, is coupled with Zefa’, 
'plenty,' whence Hu has often been misunderstood to signify 
’ food ’ or ’ taste.* \Vhen associated with Zefa', and rarely, too, 
when associated wlOi Sia', is one of a pair of Nile-gods ; but 
81a’, as the more passive attribute of the two, is seldom re- 
garded ns a source of material prosperity and only once is found 
named among the kas of RS’. Hu and Sia’ are two of the chief 
attributes of royalty, and as such are often associated with 
Mi'et. Lastly, Hu seems to have been one name of the Sphinx 
—the image in which the power of Pharaoh and that of the sun- 
god Atum often found expression. 

(8) Sekhem, ’ power ’ (see above, 55 6 (6), 8). 

(6) User, ’influence,’ and (7) Nakht, ’victory,’ are names of 
two of the fourteen kas of R6 . 

(8) ’Aut-yeb, ’elation of heart,’ ’Joy,’ ns a woman (Bor- 
chardt, pi. SO, Vth djTiasty) ; also on the late Turin altar {TSBA 
Ui. 112). 

(O)Hsb, ‘sport’ or ‘festivity,’ as son of SSkhet, ‘country’ 
(JCSlXHyr. 655). 

(10) Sond, ’ fear,’ depicted in human shape on the sarco- 
phagus of Sethos I., but with lion’s head on latermonuments 
(R V. Lanzone, Bizionario di mitotogia egizia, Turin, 1684, 
p. 10791. ; RTAP XXV. (1903] SO). At the festival of Osiris bis 
Image occupied one of the thirty-four iiluminated boats used in 
the ceremonies (BTAP iv. (18S3J 28). 

(e) Attributes of tiring persons and their actions.— (1) Hike’, 
‘ magic ' (see abos’e, 5 s)- He is also named as one of the four- 
teen kas of RS‘. 

(2) MVet, ‘ right,’ the most frequently mentioned of all per- 
sonifications. Her name appears to mean ’ that which is 
straight or direct’ (Lat. rectum), whether ethically (' right ’) or 
intelTcotually (‘truth’); this suggests that the conception of 
her may have been bom in the law-courts, where both aspects 
come into play at the same time. Sometimes we find the god- 
dess conceived of as double fM5’ty, ’the two rights ’ (already in 
Pyr. 317]), perhaps in allusion to the rival claims of two liti- 
gants. Mi'et is figured as a goddess, cither sitting or standing, 
with a feather on her head. In mythology she is the daughter 
of K4’ and closely related, probably as spouse, to ThOth, the god 
of regularity, law, and learning. There ere no clear indications 
that she possessed a real cult In early times (see above, 5 ?)• 
On Mi'et see A. Wiedemann, in AilG x. 6610.; Lanzone, 
pp. 276-280 ; H. Brugsch, Religion tind Jlythologie der aiten 
Kgypter, Leipzig, 1890, pp. 477-482; Budge, Gods of the 
Kgyplians, London, 1904, 1. 416-421. 

(3) Sesha’t, the goddess of writing. Her name may mean 
’ she who writes ’ or ’ she who paints ’ (the verb has both senses), 
but she was more often referred to by the epithet Safkbet- 
■abui, ’she who puts off the two horns.’ This epithet wo^d 
appear to hint that she was originally n cow-f^dess, who h^ 
taken to a less ^vlne occupation j but her iuenuty ^th 
Hathor. though well attested for lat« timw. U not prored for 
the Old Kingdom. H such were her real pn^, she TOuId 
hardly rank as a personification in the cense of this art.clc. 
Sesha’t possessed priests of her own at avery early date, and 
oppears to have been associated with 'psth at Heimopohs 
Magna, though for this the evidence is not very wly. She was 
the goddess of painting as well as of writing, and presided over 
the wremonies connected with the planning of temples and 
other buildings. She was represented re<d in hand and usually 
Bitan- She wears a skin and has on her head a kind of rosette 
withsc'ren or five ra>-s(»ff.f can mean ’seven *) above which 
and separated from which is seen what may be Interpreted as 
the horns rejected by the goddess ; the combined head cma- 
Sent i.^Sips a mere relws for the name &aahet--abni- ^e 
the very detailed art. ’Sesobaf by O. Koeder, In Pauly. 
"Wissowa. 


(fC) Attributes of the external trorZd.— (1) Hetpet, * peace,' 
depicted as a woman (Borchardt, 11. pi. SO, Vth dynasty). 

(2) Zefa’, ’plenty,’ depicted as a Nllc-dcity (18. pis. 25, 29, 
Vth dynasty ; Gautier, p. 24, Xllth dynasty ; E. Navillc, The 
Temple of Deir el Bahari, London, 1901, iv. 110, XVHIth 
dynasty); In all three cases together with Hh. ‘commanding 
utterancs’ (above, b (3)). He and Zefa’ occur later also as two 
of the fourteen kas of Be' (see above, 5 6 (6), ad jSn.). For 
Zefa’ as a Mile-god assodated with Ha'py, 'the Nile,’ see 
Gautier, p. 34. 

(«) Attributes peculiar to the sun-god. — Among the fourteen 
kas of E6’ enumerated in late times are (1) Khu, ’ glory,' (2) 
Pesd, ’shining,’ and (3)Tehen, ‘ sparkling ’ (5 6 (6), adfn.). 

(f) Names connected scith generation and grmclh. — (l)ifayt, 
‘seed,’ of human beings and animals, depicted as a woman 
(Borchardt, pk 29, Vth dynasty). 

(2) M'ckhbet, ‘ budding,’ depicted as a woman (id. vL SO ; 
mentioned also Pyr. 4, 1451). 

See also the gods of birth above (a (4) (5)) and below (Z (1)). 

(g) Products, natural or artijieial.—il) Nepri, 'com '(Pyr. 
10B5), frequently deleted ns a Mile-god (Borchardt, pis. 25, 28, 
SO, Vth dynasty; Gautier, p. 34, Xllth dynasty), and named 
as the patron of harvests (e.g., ZX xxiiv. (1S90) 48; PSBA 
xviii. (ISDO) 202) ; fabled to bo the son of Emutet, the harvest- 

g oddess (Z (3)), and bom on the first day in the summer or 
arvest season (Bracsch, Beeueit des monuments, 1. 67) ; some- 
times identified with Osiris ; n spell to enable a dead man to 
become reincarnate In his image is occasionally found (Incan, 
no. ES). A goddess Neprit sometimes takes the place of the 
god Nepri (see G. Maspero, RitL aneienne des peuples d'Orient, 
Paris, 1894, 1. 81, n. 2, where further references are given). 

(2) Noub, • gold,’ occurs ns a goddess from the Middle King- 
dom onwards. Presumably she must have oririnnted as a 
separate personification ; in our existing sources, however, she 
is always found identifi^ with Hathor, the goddess of hcauty, 
dance, and ornament (see T. Deviria, ilimaires st fragments, 
Paris, 1890, i. 1-25). 

(3) Tayt, 'clothing,* a goddess often named as the maker or 
giver of clothing or the bandages for mummification (e.17., Pyr. 
66 737, 733, 741 ; PSBA xviii. (1896) 202; BTAP xxxill. (1911] 
92), The name, which also appears in the more fully developed 
form Taytet (Pyr. 56, 2004), seems to be derived from a word 
meaning * garment ’(BTAP xxxii. [1910] 84) or in a more special 
sense ‘awning’ (Bodge, Book of the Bead, London, 1898, L 
(text] 206). 

(4) Dua’-wSr, ’ the great momlng-god,’ is depicted in human 
form (Borchardt, pi. 19). His name.ls written with the symbol 

and Selho has shown (text ad loe., p. 97) that he is 

nothing more or less than the royal beard personified In the 
Pyramid Texts (1329, 1423, 2012) bis name is associated cot 
only with the act of shaving but also with other incident* in 
the morning toilette — e.g., face-washing— and tbs royal bar'oer 
appears to have been called ’priest of Doa’-w8r.’ 

<n) Cosmic and n'miZar deities.— Orcr this topic we shall pus 
lightly, omitting all reference to the air-god Bhu, since cur 
object Is to deal rather with the later and more artiSiil 
gods whose beginnings arc not completely shrouded in dari- 


(1) Kaku, ‘darkness’ (male), and (2) Kaket, 'darkress* 
(female), arc a pair out of four paira of frog- and scake-headsd 
divinities thatpby a part in the cosmogonlcallcgend of Herrc- 
polis Magna (Kbmunu, ‘eight-town’), where there szidexZ-r 
emerged from the primeval waters a hill upon which la-r y-> 
solar egg. The names of the other pairs were : (3) Mere 

(4) Nunet, * the primeval waters,' (6) (Jehu and (Q Hsfcm, 
•space ’ (7), and (75 Niuand (8) Niut, * negation’ (Taritz.c* <X^' 
and Gorbet, •quiescence’). Some violence has been deei or. 
these conceptions by the attempt to make them sqeare-rai "hs 
early Greek cosmogonical ideas; nor has sufSden; 
been paid to their negative character, from whidi pc&c ef -i-r 
theyappear to be aspects of a primitive, usdifiereatixt*'’' 
Offerings were made to these eight gods at Epeos Ariciiin- in 
the XVJUth dynasty (see Sethe, Orkunden, It. Ziy;. ffa- en- 
tailed discussions of these gods sec lepsicrs, '"Ct-ex 
der vier Elcmcnte,' in A BA IT, ISJC; B.-arKh, 

123-148 ; Budge, Gods of the Egyptians, 1 2:217. ^ '** 

(0) Ikhekhu, ’dusk,' fa occar.onally perK 3 di*J— 

751. 

Here a purely mythological goddess east be lesr-— n- 3- 
she lilustrates In a striking manner the lenrchi "cm 
lians were prepared to go fn their arti’fica; 'JT 

deities. As cosmogonic god Atum was 
legend atates that he created the first pair c* — * 

Tcftnct) by an obscene action of his hand 
Middle Kingdom a goddess (10) Zaitef, ‘his tag/ 


as wife of Alum ; the was perhaps a pjsjic- 
of Lycopotis, and the is merely na,-n<d >-^-5., i .T— ' 'ZZ 
Tiding Atum with a spouse (BuBeiln 'di 
d'ArehMogie orientate, i. (Cairo, lom IK- ' ■” 

(i) Conactions c/time.-Onlrdlree-.Te- ,— 

of ume are here considered. The cc&r 


afcfv MciviTT* 5a,ir.:x;arin OU/Cf COrr £3 
he names cf particular ttars. Vii 
and goddesses,' clearly the dclttes c! ite '' ' 

to be no drity ’^y.’ • iuo=th,’cc’i™'-i=A";.r:Z^. 
Lnuet has been daimed (Sphirjr, ir.ry- 
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(1) Eonpet, ‘year,' represented ns a goddess on whose head is 

seen the shoot ^ , the b5erogi>T>hic symboJ lor ‘year’; not of 

very early occurrence, for the Turin altar (TSBA ill. 112) is 
late, and not early, as Wiedemann (PSBA xxxvi. 203) sup- 
poses. This goddess of the year is usually found identified 
with Isis, Hathor, or Sothis (see Brugsch, Thesaurut inscrip- 
tionum tegt/ptiacarum, Leipzig, 1883, pp. 215-230). 

(2) ROkeh, ‘ huming,* name of the hot period of the year, 
covering the_ seventh and eighth months. These are named the 
‘great Burning' and the 'little burning,’ respectively’, deities 
depicted in the Eamesseum with human heads, and with hippo- 
potamus heads at Edfu (see E. Mey'er, ‘Kaohtrage zur agyp. 
Ohronolope,' in ABAW, 1907, p. 16). 

Of the three seasons (3) ’Atoet, ‘inundation,’ (4) PrSet, 
‘spring ’(our winter), and (6) ShOmu, ‘summer’ (the harvest- 
season), the first two are figured as goddesses and the last ns a 
HUe-god in sculptures of the Old Kingdom (ZA xxxviii. [1900] 
107) and later (Meir, unpublished, Xllth dynasty',’ Brugsch, 
Becueil, vi. 1.30, Ptolemaic), in agreement with the grammatical 
gender of their names ; but sometimes nil three are represented 
ns Nile-gods (Brugsch, Oeographische Imchriflen altagyp. Denk. 
mdUr, X.e!pzig, 1857-60, lii. pi. 4; above, § 3 (b)). Shomu, 

‘ summer,’ as more fertile than the other seasons, is the one 
most often repesented (e.g., Gautier, p. 26, Xlltb dynasty). 

(j) Geograpmcal terms, merging into nature-gods, which are 
excluded from this article (see Njitcrb [Egyptian]). 

(1) Ti-meiju, ‘ Lower Egypt,’ and (2) Shema', ‘ Upper Egypt,’ 
very frequently depicted ns Nile-gods (e.g., Borcharat, pis. 24, 
29, 80, Vth dynasty; Gautier, pp. 24, 25, 33, Xllth dynasty; 
Brugsch, B.ecueil, vi. 129, 131, 134, etc., Grseco-Koman period). 

(3) SoWiet, ‘ country’,’ a goddess with the hieroglyph for field 

upon her head, often seen among the nome-gods shown 

bringing offerings in pocession (§ 3 (6)) (e.g., Brugsch, B-eetueil, 
vi. 129, 132, Grseco-Eoman period). In earlier times she is 
usually named in connexion with scenes of fowling in the 
marshes (P. E. Newberry, Beni Basan, li., London, 1894, p. 24), 
and fowling is called her ‘craft’ (Borchnrdt, p. 88), She is 
already’ mentioned in Pgr. 555, where i^ab, ‘ sport ’ (b (9)), is 
called her ‘ son,’ 

(4) 9a, an early god whose name is written with the desert- 

fVfVl 

sign upon a standard and in whom it is tempting to 

see a personifieation of the desert J in this case would be an 
obsolete word for ‘desert.’ The alternative is to regard the 
desert as merely an attribute or possession of this god, whoso 
origin then might be quite different. Ua was worshipped 
in the Xoite nome ; for the evidence bearing upon him, together 
with some theories that cannot here be discussed, see Hewheriy, 
in Annals of_ Archmology, Liverpool, 1903, i. 24-29. A deity 
whose name is written similarly, and who from his association 
with 9a'py, 9u, Ka’, and the nome-gods must personify the 
desert, is named (Brugsch, Becueil, lii. 92, XIXth dynasty). 

(5) Amentet, ‘ the west,’a goddess on whose head is seen 

the symbol for ‘ west' (e.g., Borohardt, pis. 1, 29, Tth 
dynasty ; Davies-Gardiner, pis. 10, 27, XVIIIth dynasty ; and 
often). The dead being by preference buried in the west, she 
early becomes the goddess of the necropplis, and as such is 
named or depicted as welcoming or protecting the dead, as she 
does for the sun. She is veiy frequently identified with Hathor. 
Plutarch (de Is. et Osir. 29) gives 'Aptvflijv as the name of the 
place whither the souls of the dead pass, and his fanciful etymo- 
logy, ‘ he who gives and takes,’ implies that he believed the 
corresponding personification to be a male deity, like the Greek 
Hades. 

(6) Yehtet, ‘ the east,’ a goddess with *^ , the sign lor ' east,' 

on her head (Davies-Gardiner, pi. 27, XVIIIth dynasty). 

(7) Waz-wSr, ‘the great-green,’ i.e. the sea, depicted like a 
NUe-god (Borohardt, pi. 80, Vth dynasty ; Gautier, p. 24, Xlltb 
dynasty ; Naville, Dcir el Bahari, v. 128, XVIIIth dynasty). 

(8) Ha'py, ‘ the Nile,’ is too ancient and important a god to bs 
dealt with here. 

It is hardly necessary to illustrate in detail the personifica- 
tions of nomes, towns, and villages, which are frequent both in 
the temples and in the tombs. The existing nome-lists are 
enumerated by Q. Steindorfl in ASG xxyii. [1909) 864-863; 
admirable statues of certain nomes as deities, male or female, 
were found by G. Eeiener in the pyramid-temple of Mycerinus 
(see Maspero, Bssais siir Vart igyplien, Paris, 1912, pp. 27, 29, 
81, IVth dj-nasty). . 

(fc) Psychical entities. — ^These are by their verj' nature 
multiple, that is to say, deemed to be as numerous as the indl- 
viduals to whom they belong, though they may also sometimes, 
like Ka, ‘ Providence ' (§ 6(6) ad Jm.), become siurfe and uni- 
versal. For a popular account see A. Wiedemann, The Anetent 
Egyptian Doctrine of the Immortality of the Soul, Eng. tr., 
London, 1895. Here only two of the principal kinds of sold ’ 
will be dealt with, since the present writer dissents from the 
ordinarily accepted views. 

(1) Tbeha is usually explained either ns the ‘ double’ j 


(Maroero) or as the ‘genius ’ belonging to a man or a god ; for 
the diEoussions that have arisen over this question see the 
literature quoted in Davies-Qardlaer, p. 99, n. 7. and BTJ P 
^xvii. [1916] The view here favoured is that enounced by 
a Brugsch (Buroglyphiseh-demot. WBrterhuch, supplement 
I^ipzig, 1882, p. 1230), according to which the ha is a man’s indi- 
vidusl ‘character’— the sum of his attributes. Not only gods 
hut also men are sometimes named as possessing a plurality of 
has, their ‘ attributes ’ then being meant. These two renderings 
are naturally too modern and too specific to cover the whole 
meaning of the term, and in certain contexts it may he better 
translated ■ psychic self,’ ’nature,’ ‘genius,’ ’double,’ or even 
master’ ; the best course of all is to retain the original word. 
The objection to the renderings ‘double’ and ‘genuis’is that 
they lay excessive stress on aspects of the ka which are con- 
nected less with the conception which Is personified than nith 
the hare fact of personification and its consequences. For the 
visualized form of the ka see § 4, and lor its cult § 7. The pro- 
minence of the sepulchral aspect of the ka was perhaps due to 
the belief in the changeability, nf terdeath, of the other principal 
constituents of a man’s personality ; tor, while his ‘ incarnation ’ 
or ‘external manifestation,’ namely (2) the hat, might assume 
various new forms, his ka, i.e. his individuality (with which his 
name was veiy nearly identical), remained constant, and was 
believed to persist in the tomb. The hat could, by definition, 
assume many shapes ; as a volatile/ visible being, capable of 
ascending to the heavens, its most ordinary form was that of a 
human-headed bird. BS‘ possessed seven 6fl£, hut no man ap- 
pears to have had more than one at a time. Naturally, the bat 
received no cult, as its essential charaoteristio was that of a 
‘living’ thing, able to look after itself. On the ka see, farther, 
above, | 6 (6). In connexion with the ritual of the dead it is 
exceedingly important to bear in mind that this was based on 
the belief that the man himself continued to live after his 
physical death ; it is he, and not his ka, who is primarily the 
recipient of the funereal sacrifices. The speculations which 
hypostatized the ka and the bat may, for all we know, he as old 
as the funerary ritual itself ; the latter, however, is comprehen- 
sible without it, for it arises, not from any intelleotual self- 
analysis, but simply from the passionate refusal to acknowledge 
the possibility of death. See art Lirx 4 J.U Dzaih (Egjytian), 

(1) Symbolic gods (see 5 *). — (1) lleskhenet, ‘ birthplace,’ the 
name of the hnok or pair of bricks upon which women crouched 
In giving birth, was personified under the form of a goddess with 

the sign (bicornate uterus?) on her head. In the texts 

she is coupled with Khnum or Benenet (a (6)), and can he either 
single or multiple (§ 6 (6)) ; we read of ‘ thy lleskhenet’ already 
in Pyr. 1188 (see w. Spiegelberg, Aegyptologisehe Bandglossen 
zum Allen Testament, Strassburg, 1004, pp. 10-25). 

(2) Shesmu, ‘ press,' whether for the making of oil or for the 

making of wine ; the word is determined by the ideographic 
sign of the press (e.g., Pyr. 402). As god of wine he appears 
already in Pyr, 1652 : ‘ Shesmu comes to thee with liquid (B 
wine.’ For Shesmu as the god who prepares the ointments and 
oils for embalming see the references given by Holler, p. 80, n. 
60 ; RTAP xxxvii. 76. Shesmu must be carefully distinguished 
from the god Sbesmety nnd the goddess Shesmetet — lonns of 
Horus and Sekhmet respectively — who derive their names from 
the land Shesmet, perhaps the region of Kosselr (Sethe, in 
Borohardt, p. 82). .... -j . 

(3) Ernutet, ' cobra,’ In later times exclusively the goddess of 
the harvest, ‘lady of the granary ’ or ' lady of sustenance, vtho 
gave her name to the ninth (later eighth) month Pharmutbl 
(see Lanzone, pp. 472-477, where, however, there is some 
fusion with Eenenet (a (6)); see, too, under g(l) above). The 
earliest references to Ernutet (Pyr. 302 and Erraan, Hyuincn 
an das Diadem,’ in SBA IT, 1912, col. 7, 1. 4) appear to have no 
reference to the goddess’s function in connexion witn tne 
harvest ; she is there apparently identified rafter with the 
snake-goddess upon the brow of the Pharaoh. H this be her 
original nature, then she cannot be considered ns esentiaiiy a 
symbolio deity on the same footing as lleskhenet or Shesmu. 

IiiTEiuiDjiB. — ^This has been given in the body of the article. 

Alan H. Gaediner. 

PERSONIFICATION (Greek).— i. Introduc 
tory.— The habit of assigning a conscious and 
active personality to all kinds of natural objects, 
and even to abstract ideas, seems to be almost 
universal at a certain stage of human development. 
The tendency is nowhere, perhaps, more prevalent 
than among the Greeks, whose intensely anthro- 
pomorphic imagination here finds full scope, t 

^ t ^ tn if-a narrnWfir SfiJ! 


Wrd ‘personification,’ in its narrower sense, m 
often used to imply a more or less artificial and 
allegorical invention, such as Apelles picture or 
Calumny with her attendants WS 

and the rest, or figures such as Peace and ^itonma 
in a modem cartoon ; and some even of tlie earner 
Greek personifications may be of similar nature. 
But it is convenient to use the word h^c 
■inder sense, as referring also to ji,ar. 

acquired a definite religions or mythological char 
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aoter, -withoiit, however, losing the direct signific- 
ance of their names. 

2 . Classes of personifications. — Personifications 
may he conveniently divided into three classes : 
they may be (a) of natural objects, localities, etc., 
(6) of collective bodies, such as cities or peopleSj or 
(c) of abstract ideas, such as Fear, Strife, Justice, 
etc. 

(a) Natural objects . — The sun-god (Helios) and 
the moon-goddess (Selene) are hardly to be regarded 
as impersonations, since they have a definite myth- 
ological character in some regions ; but there is a 
general tendency in Greece for their mythological 
and religious side to be merged in Apollo and 
Artemis, while Helios and Selene come to be mere 
personifications of the sun and moon, often used in 
art to rive a cosmic setting to a scene — as in the 
east pediment of the Parthenon. A good example 
is ofiered by tlie Blacas vase in the British Museum, 
where sunrise is depicted by Helios rising out of 
the sea in his chariot, preceded by Eos (the dawn, 
Aurora), while Selene rides away on her horse, 
and the stars, in the form of boys, dive into the 
sea. 

A similar conception occurs in the personification 
of times and seasons — Day and Night with her 
children. Death and Sleep; and the hours or 
seasons (dpai [see Hoiue]). Later artificial inven- 
tions of the Hellenistic age were the Year (Eniautos) 
as a man and a Four-year Cycle (Penteteris) as a 
woman. Chronos, too (Time), sometimes confused 
with Kronos, and JEon were included in some 
Orphic beliefs later developed by the Gnostics. It 
is doubtless the result of Greek influence that in 
Christian times the days of the week come to be 
personified, especially napturictin) and 'Ay(a 

KvpiaK^ (St. Friday and St. Sunday), who are re- 
presented ns richly draped female figures. On 
later mosaics personifications of the seasons of the 
year, with tlieir distinctive attributes, are a 
favourite subject. 

Personifications of place are commoner than 
those of time. Earth (Ge or Gaia), in early times 
a distinct goddess and the mother of the giants, 
becomes lator a merely allegorical figure or personi- 
fication. Ocean, ns distinguished from various sea- 
gods, has virtually no mythological character, 
though Homer calls him the origin of the gods ; ho 
appears on tlie Francois vase, and on the Perga- 
mene altar. On the Tower of the Winds at Athens 
the eight ivinds merely serve to indicate the 
quarters of the sky. Earlier we find winds per- 
sonified as -winged figures; but none of them, 
except Boreas, acc^uires any mythological standing. 
The clouds in Aristophanes’ play are evidently a 
meteorological personification; thonameof Nephelo 
(Cloud) occurs os that of a mythical character also. 
In the cose of rivers, again, wo find two distinct 
usages. River-gods in early times are important 
and efficient deities ; but figures of rivers come 
frequently to bo used as mere allegorical repre- 
sentations of localities. This was the case, accord- 
ing to Pausanias (v. x. 7), on the east pediment of 
the temple of Zeus at Olj’mpin, where the re- 
cumbent figures of the Alpheus and Clodcus define 
the boundaries of the Altis at Olympia; the 
Kephisus (or Ilissus) of the west pediment of the 
Parthenon oflers another similar example; but 
both identifications have been disputed. Later wo 
often find figures of rivers, such ns the Nile with 
his sixteen cubits playing around him ns little 
children. Similar personifications are common in 
later art, mountains, springs, meadows, etc., 
being represented by human figures, often in the 
form of nymphs. Nymphs or personifications of 
places are sometimes more individual in locality, 
when they represent well-known places such ns 
Ncmea ; and the eponymous hero or heroine of 


any place or district is in a certain sense an imper- 
sonation,_ as in the case of jEgina or Corintnos. 
In some instances the eponymous hero or heroine 
was really an earlier god or goddess ; c.y., Gyrene 
has a relation to her city more like that of Athene 
to Athens. But other representatives of cities and 
peoples fall rather into class (6), collective personi- 
fications. 

lb) Collective bodies. — ^This class difiers from 
class (a) mainly in the fact that, even when the 
personification is local in character, the pemle 
rather than the actual locality is typified. 'The 
Demos of Rhegiumj a dignified bearded figure, 
appears as a personification of the people of the 
city on its coins early in the 6th cent. B.O., and 
about the same time the coins of Tarentum repre- 
sent the Demos of that city ‘who is conceiveuin 
the likeness of Taras the founder of Tarentum, and 
so is figured as a youth.’ ' Similar personifications 
of the Demos of cities are not uncommon in later 
art ; another example of the hero as representing 
the people is oflered by the figure of (Jorinthos 
already quoted on a bronze mirror ; ® ho appears 
seated, while a standing female figure, the colony 
Leucas, places a ivreath on his hetul. The Demos 
(of Athens) is introduced ns a character in the 
Knights of Aristophanes, and -was doubtless repre- 
sented as a typical citizen. Boulc, the Senate, ap- 
pears as a draped female figure on an Attic relief, 
and similar representations are very common on late 
coins. The reliefs heading treaties or decrees often 
contain figures representing the people concerned ; 
but these arc sometimes tlie deities of the cities ; 
e.g., Athens and Samos are represented by Athene 
and Hera. In later times a city or country is 
commonly personified in the form of a female figure, 
often wearing a mural crow-n. Sometimes the 
personification takes a more definite form as the 
Fortune of the city scSKtut ) ; the best known 
example is the figure of Antioch by the sculptor 
Eutychides, made at the time of the foundation of 
the city about 300 B.C. ; this is said to have been 
worshipped -with divine honours in the district. 
■The fi^ro of Megalopolis, in a group with Zeus 
and Artemis in that city, is also a clear instance 
of personification. It was by Cephisodotus and 
Xenophon ; unfortunately it is not certain -vN-hether 
the Cephisodotus was the elder, of the early 4th 
cent., or the later, the son of Praxiteles ; it cannot 
be earlier tlian 370 B.c. Figures of Hellas and of 
Salamis appeared on the screens of the throne of 
Zeus at Olympia (e. 430 B.O.). Similarly, Hellas 
and Asia are seen among gods and other allegori- 
cal figures on the well-known vase at Naples, re- 
presenting Darius preparing for his war with 
Greece. Perhaps the most extreme example of 
such a personification is the (habited) Earth (Olicou- 
fUvri), on the relief of the Apotheosis of Homer in 
the British Mnseum, representing ‘ ecumenical’ 
assent — n conception very far removed from that 
of Earth (Ge or Gaia) on early monuments. 
yEtolia, ns a warrior-maiden or Amazon, with one 
breast exposed, appears seated on coins of the 
iEtolinn league ; and this or similar figures sug- 

f ested the typo of the goddess Roma on coins, 
'he statuary tyqie of this goddess was based upon 
that of Athene, which, os we have noticed, was 
used sometimes as a personification of her chosen 
city Atliens. 

(c) Abstract Www.— The third class of person!- 
fications is very miscellaneous in character, but is 
not easy to suMiride either chronologically or by 
subjects. A distinction might be drawn between 
such as actually have a place in worrtiip and ritual 
and such as are merely cre.ations of a poetical or 
artistic imagination ; but among the Greeks we 

J P. Gaxintr,Tvp(tcf GretiCinnt,Ca.tnhMst, 1653 , p. lOL 
s MonvmtnU grta, 1. IP»ri», ISTS] pL S. ^ ^ 
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find many in the former class which we should 
rather expect to belong to the latter only. Thus 
in Athens tliere were altars to Eleos, Aidos, Pheme, 
and Horme (Pity, Shame, Rumour, and Impulse) ; 
in ^arta -were sanctuaries of Gelos (Laughter) and 
of Phohos (Fear). Again, Cephisodotus’s statue 
of Peace (Eirene) nursing the infant Wealth 
(Plutos) looks like a transparent allegory, yet 
both divinities had a share in the State worship of 
Athens. At the other end of the scale are such 
deities as Eros (Love) and Nike (Victory), though 
these are by no means of the same nature. Eros, 
in some places, notably at Thespias, was a primi- 
tive and independent god; elsewhere he was 
worshipped mainly with his mother Aphrodite. 
In these cases, apart from the direct significance 
of his name, he can hardly be called a personifica- 
tion. But he has practically no mythical char- 
acter or personality in early times, though in the 
Hellenistic age tales about him become common ; 
the best known is that in which he is joined 
ivith another allegorical personification, Psyche 
(the soul). This, however, belongs to the region 
of romantic invention rather than genuine mythol- 
ogy (see Love [Greek], I. 3 ). Nike, on the other 
hand, has hardly any place in myth, and, when 
she is worshipped, it is usually as a particular forih 
of another divinity — e.g., Athene Nike in Athens. 
Several similar personifications occur in apposition j 
to the names or deities, almost as epithets — e.g., 
(Athene) Pronoia, (Artemis) Eukleia, (Artemis) 
Eupraxia, (Aphrodite) Euploia ; most of these also 
occur independently. Tyche (Fortune) was in 
many places worshipped, apart from her impersona- 
tion of certain cities mentioned above ( 6 ), as a 
great goddess, sometimes in the form of 'Ar/adij 
TiixV’ A. common class of personifications are 
those that occur as companions of Aphrodite or of 
Dionysos. These are common on artistic repre- 
sentations. With Aphrodite, besides Eros, we 
also find Himeros (Desire) and Pothos (Yearning 
for the absent), Peitho (Persuasion), who has a 
more distinct mythical personality, Eunomia, 
Harmonia, Paidia, Eudaimonia, etc. Dionysos is 
accompanied by several of these, as by Dithy ram bos, 
Tragedia, Komos (Revel Rout), Methe (Drunken- 
ness), and even Kraipale (its after efiects). Telete 
seems to be a personification of the mysteries. 
Ethical personifications are found not only in 
worship — e.g., Dike, Dikaiosyne (Justice) — but 
also in literature and art. In early art Dike smites 
Adikia, her opposite, in the form of a hideous 
woman ; the symbolism continued into the Christ- 
ian virtues and corresponding vices. Eris (Strife) 
plays an important part in early myth, as also does 
Ate, in the belief ‘ quem deus vult perdere, prius 
dementat.’ A similar rdle in the drama and in 
art derived from it is played by Lyssa and Oistros 
(Madness). Nemesis, also, may in certain cases 
be regarded as a personification, though at 
Rhamnus she had a temple where her cult as a 
goddess was primitive. A well-known Homeric 
passage (Z?. ix. 502) describes the Airal (Prayers) 
as daughters of Zeus, who halt after the steps of 
Ate. ^pai also (Curses) are often personified ; but 
in this case they tend to be identified ivith the 
Eumenides, or Furies, and so to pass from personi- 
fication to definite mythical personality. Kratos 
and Bia, Strength and Violence, ivho fetter Prome- 
theus in iEschylus’s play, have their place in 
systematic genealogy. Even in the case of personi- 
fications which appear to be mere inventions of the 
poet’s or artist’s imagination we often find some 
reference to accepted worship or belief. Perhaps 
the clearest instance of such invention is to be 
found in a picture like Apelles’ Calumny, already 
mentioned, or a relief such as the Apotheosis of 
Homer. Here the allegorical figures include the 


Iliad and Odyssey, Myth, History, Poetry, Tragedy, 
Comedy, Nature Virtue, Memory, Faith, Wisdom) 
Time, and the W orld. Another example, of earlier 
date, is seen in the dedication of Micythos at 
(Bympia, where, besides various gods, were Agon 
(Contest) vdth aX-njpes, or jumping-weights, Md 
EK^eipla (the Sacred Truce of Olympia) crowning 
Iphitus, the founder of the games ; this group was 
set up early in the 6 th cent. B.c. Logos (the Word) 
Md Sophia (Wisdom) are prominent in tlie mingled 
Hellenistic and Oriental pnilosophy which finds ex- 
pression in apocalyptic writings, and, through their 
influence, in some forms of early Christianity. 

3 . Conclusion. — These instances are necessarily 
somewhat miscellaneous ; but they suffice to show 
the manifold developments of personification in 
Greece. It is by no means surprising to find the 
tendency so common in the literature and art of a 
people endowed ivith so intensely anthropomorphic 
an imagination as the Greeks. But, considering 
the highly developed and systematized polytheism 
of their religion, the existence and recognition in 
State worship of so many personifications of places, 
of communities, of physical or mental conmtions, 
and of moral qualities call for some comment. 
There even seems at first sight some resemblance 
to the many nurtdna that preside over every action 
in the Roman Indigitamenta (q.v .) ; but there is, 
on the other hand, the essential distinction that 
the Greek personifications are thought of as in 
human form, and have attributed to them a human 
character. It has been noted how some of them 
come to be closely associated •with the chief gods 
or goddesses, sometimes as companions or attend- 
ants, sometimes, so to speak, as incarnations or 
manifestations. In this way they found their 
place in the polytheistic system. Moreover, the 
anthropomorphic imagination of the Greeks filled 
every region of earth and sea, rivers and springs, 
mountains and trees, with beings of human form, 
Nereids or nymphs or river-gods. These ■were not 
originally personifications ; but the belief in their 
existence facilitated the creation of ima^ary 
beings of a similar character to personify the 
various ideas that have been enumerated. And, 
in later times, as a belief in the actual existence of 
these supernatural beings waned, it became easier 
to invent personifications of all sorts, and 'to give 
free scope to a poetical and artistic imagination. 
Such later examples in Greece are not essentially 
different from those which we find in more recent 
literature and art. Bn t the earlier personifications 
are of a different nature, and arise from the same 
anthropomorphic tendency that gave so clear ana 
personal a character to the chief Olympian gods, 

Liteiutobb.— H. Steudingr, • Lokolpersonifikotlonen,’ and 
L. Deubner, ‘Pereoniflkationen,’ m Eoscher; P. Gartaer, 

Countries and Cities in ancient Art, In JBS uc [1S88] n. 

E, A. Gardner. 

PERSONIFICATION (Koman),— Personifi- 
cation is a psychological process which plays an 
important part in the development of religions 
concepts. In a general sense it is the process of 
conceiving of inanimate and even unmatenal an 
abstract objects as possessed 
This primitive form of persoiiification, wmcu 
might be cdled ‘ -vivification,’ lies at the base 0 
that early religious stage known as animism. ^ 
animism passes over mto anthropomorphism, s 
vivification develops into 
are accustomed to think of it ; hut the cbang 
quantitative rather than qualitative, “ 

power which in pre-historic times endows 
the physical door, .vith a heavenly conntcn art 
Janus, bbe spirit of the door, and the PfJ" 
develops Janus, the spirit of the F,. “ 

the two-faced bearded god are one and tfie^me 
It is simply a question of development. Omng w 
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certain tendencies in the psychological constitu- 
tion of the ancient Roman, personification plays 
an especially important part in Roman religion. 
In fact an intimate study of personification is 
perhaps the best means of obtaining in this latter 
day a fruitful idea of the essence of ancient 
Roman religion. It is almost the only road 
through the thickets of conventionaliam and 
formality -which have always hidden the heart of 
Roman religion from the vision of the moderns. 

The earliest concept of the divine among the 
Romans was in the nature of a function; they 
believed in divine powers, mimina, unseen, 
unknown, unnamed. These powers were pos- 
sessed of life and soul, and were thus in the primi- 
tive sense personified. Gradually out of the thick 
mist of cosmic forces the Romans began to see 
gods os men walking, and they straightway 
equipped these gods made in the fashion of men 
■with all the functions and attributes which had 
originally belonged to the unknown numina. 
Each god, therefore, had many powers and attri- 
butes, and these were expressed by what were 
called cognomina, adjectival (more rarely nominal) 
addenda to the name itself (on these early cog- 
nomina cf. J. B. Carter, Do deorum Eomanorum 
cognominibm guaistiones selectee, Leipzig, 1893). 
Tuns Jupiter as the patron god of freedom was 
called Jupiter Liber, and as the god of victory 
Jupiter Victor, The Roman genius from the very 
beginning was characterized not so much by 
imagination as by the power of abstract thought. 
This was characterized in its turn by an extra- 
ordinary ability to transfer the abstract into the 
concrete and back again. The Roman mind found 
one of its favourite employments in sending ideas, 
like free balloons, into the void of abstract, and 
then making them captive and concrete by attach- 
ing them to earth again. _But there was also a 
great continuous fermentation in the realm of the 
gods. The Romans took a pre-eminently practical 
interest in their gods in spite of the fact that 
gradually the anthropomorphic concept had won 
the day ; they cared for then: gods not so much for 
what they wore as for what they did ; hence the 
adjective attached to the god, describing the 
function, was so much emphasized, apd the god 
relatively so neglected, that the adjective or noun 
often took the primary place and in many coses | 
eventually broke oil' from the god and set up an I 
independent existence of its ovm (e.g., Portunus as 
originally Janus Portunus, Mcrcurius as origin- 
ally Hermes Morcurius, Diespiter as originally 
Jupiter Diespiter). In certain cases, however, the 
Roman mind, with its extraordinarily keen develop- 
ment of the philosophical-philological sense, realiz- 
ing that the adjective was the expression of an 
abstract idea, changed it into an pbstraqt noun 
and, personifying the noun, worshipped it as an 
independent deity. 

In all this material, attempts at chronological 
determination meet with great dilficulty. We 
can only say that certain abstracts seem to go 
back to prc-historic timas_, and among these is 
undoubtenly the goddess Fides. She scorns to bo 
the earliest illustration of the process just de- 
scribed. Jupiter as the god of oaths and fealty 
became very early knorvn ns Diovis (or^ Dius) 
Fidius (ZeJs niariot), and out of the adjective 
Fidius by constant accentuation came the goddess 
Fides, Avho is said to have had her orvn cult even 
in the mythical regal period and her own sanctuary 
on the Gapitoline in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the chapel of Jupiter Lapis (the patron deity 
of intemational good fnitli). This much at least 
is certain, that in 251 or 2.70 B.c. a temple was 
dedicated to her on the Gapitoline by Atilius 
Galatinus. 


flDES. — On tho oldest sanctuarv ct. Dion. Hal. 11. 76 ; on 
the temple dedicated by Calntinns, which was restored la 115 
B.O. by if. iEmiliiis Scauros, Cic. de Hat. Dear. n. xxili. Cl, dt 
Off. in. xxtx. Ill; cf. <fe Leg, n. xt 2S; npociypha! temple, 
Fest. p. 2C9. 8; festival of Fides, IrtOct., Fast. wlrr. .dmit. 
Paul. ; peculiar ritual, Lh-j-, i. xxii. 1 ; Serv. j£n. i. S02, viil. 
030 ; Hor. Cam. :. xxxv. 21 f. ; military records in her temple, 
OIL in. 916. 10 ; dedicator}- inscriptions, comparatively rare, 
<6. ii. 4497, vi. 148=xiv. 5, ix. 6422, 6815, 6S18, x. 8776, 6903; 
Eph. Ep. iv. 79; head of Fides on republican coins; nlss 
frequent on imperial coins. 

Apparently younger, but still of vc^ great age, 
are two other personifications, Libertas and 
Victoria ; like Fides, they both grew out of 
Jupiter. Jupiter Liber was originally the god of 
plenty rather than of freedom, but the word liber 
gradually clianged its meaning and came finally to 
express individual freedom and to stand by itself 
as Libertas. Probably the goddess goes back to 
the very beginning of the republic, even though 
our earliest date is the second half of the 3rd cent. 
B.C., when Ti. Sempronius Gracchus (consul, 238} 
dedicated a temple to her on the Aventino. 

In similar fashion Jupiter Victor seems to go 
hack at least to the early republican times, and 
has his place in the ritual of Uie Arvales immedi- 
ately after the Gapitoline triad. As early as 
205 B.C. Q. Fabins Maximus vowed him a temple. 
As for Victoria, we do not kno-w when she began 
her independent existence, but she has a temple 
dedicated to her in 294 B.c. on the Glivins Victorias 
on the Palatine— a temple which ninety years 
later served os the first home for the hlagna 
Mater on her arrival in Rome. With the coming 
of the empire the importance of tho worship of 
Victoria was immensely increased. Each rival 
claimant for the supreme power thought of her in 
ersonal relation to himself, so that tl)e_ goddess 
ecanie the ‘ Victory of Cnesar,’ or the * Victory of 
Vespasian,’ etc. Here imperial coins give ample 
testimony. Finally, tho statue which Augustus 
had caused to be erected in the senate-house in 
29 B.c. became the symbol of all that was old and 
conservative in the religion of the Romans, and 
the lost battles of official paganism against Ghristi- 
anity were fought under its shadow. 

LIBERTAS.— On the temple, PbuI. p. 121: ’Ubertetl* 
tctnplum In Aventino luerai construotum'; dedicated by Tl. 
Sempronius Oracchus, Livy, xnr. xvl. 19; festlral, 23th;April, 
cf. Ovid, Flnsff, iv.623f.; Banctunry on the site of Cicero's house, 
erected by Clodius, Dio Cass, xxinii. xvit. 0; riut. Cie. 

Cio. de Domo, lOSft., 151; cf. de Leg. it 42; tn 40 ac. Julius 
Cisar decreed a temple, Dio Cass. xtni. xliv. 1 ; statue in the 
Forum under Tiberias, ib. vmu xil, 6 ; Libertas EcsUtula and 
Libertas Publlca. 

VICTORIA.— On the temple on the Palatine, Livy, i. 
xxxill. 0; cf. xiir. xir. IS; Fest 202; Sotilia and Curiofum, 
Will rcRlon ; near the temple was a chapel of Victoria ^^rBO 
dedicated by II. Porcius Cato In 193 B.C., Livy, xxxv. lx. 6; on 
the statue fn the senate-house, Dio Cass. u. xxlL 1 1 ; PatL 
itaff.‘, on the rfile ot this statue In the closlLr years of 
papinlsm cf. Ambrose, Ep. u xvll. 18, xriii. 82, Ivii. 4-6; 
Sjron. Rel. ill. 4 ; many Inscriptions from the empire (see 
Indices to CIL) ; represented on the so-called • Vlctoriatl ’ of the 
republic, and frequently on ImpcrLal coins. 

Somewhat similarly the cnlt of Mars seems to 
have given birth to tho closely connected pair of 
abstracts, Honos and Virtus. Here, however, we 
are not able to trace the process with any degree 
of accuracy, but the connexion is undoubted. 
Tbcii most important temple was outside the 
Porta Gapena in tho immediate neighbourhood of 
the temple of Mare, and tliey were so identified 
with Mors that, e.g., in referring to the starting- 
point of the parade of tho knights, -writers refer 
indilTerently to tlic Mars temple or to tho temple 
of Honos. This temple of Honos was vowed by 
Q. Fahins Maximus Verrucosus in 233 B.C., and 
later dedicated. It was subsequently rastored by 
M. Glandius Marcclltis, who -ivishcd at the same 
time to chance it into a temple of Honos and 
Virtns, but tbo pontifls objected on technical 
grounds. He was able, however, to compromise 
matters by adding a separate temple for Virtus, 
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which was dedicated by his son in 205 B.c. The 
two temples Avere famous for their art collections. 
Later these tAvo goddesses enjoyed special favour 
at the hands of Pompey, Avho gave them shrines at 
the top of his stone theatre. 

SONOS and VIRTUS* — On the temple outside the Porta 
Capena, Cie. d« Nat. Dear. n. xxiii. Cl ; iivy, xxvii. xxv, 7ff.. 
XXIX. xi. 13 ; oJ. Val. Max. r. 1. 8 ; Plut. ilarc. 28, de Fort. Rom. 
6, p. 818 E; restoration under Vespasian, Pliny, BN xxxv. 
120; references to the parade of the tnights, Dion. Hal. vi. 
xiii. ; Victor, de Vir. ill. xxxii. 8 ; on the art treasures in the 
temple. Livy, xxv. xl. 2, xxvi. xxxii. 4; Cic. Verr. iv. 121; 
Ascon. p. 11 (Kiessling); Pliny, BN xxxy. 120; another temple 
outside the Porta Collina, Cic. de Leg. n. xxiii. 68 ; cf. OIL vi. 
8602 ; still another temple, built by C. Marius, Fest. p. 344 ; OIL 
i.a p. 105, xviii. 16 ; shrines in Pompey’s theatre, Fast. AmiL, 
12th Aug. ; shrine of Virtus founded by Scipio Enmantinus, 
Plut. de Fort. Rom. 6, p. 818 D; temple of Honos at Puteoli 
(105 B.O.), CIL X. 1781 ; Collegium Honoris et Virtutis at Narbo, 
lb. xil. 4371 ; Collegium Virtutis at Nepet, ih. xi. 3205 ; games 
at Tarracina, ib. x. 8260 ; numerous inscriptions from all parts 
of the empire, both singly and together, on republican and 
imperial coins. 

It is important to notice that this ability to 
emphasize a specific side of a deity’s aotiAuty, by 
changing the adjective into an abstract noun and 
making an independent deity of it, Avas not con- 
fined to the earlier and more child-like period of 
Roman religion, but Avas still present at the close 
of the republic. Here , Ave have the folloAving 
remarkable instance. Sulla’s belief in his oAvn 
fortune and his fondness for the cult of Venus 
caused him to Avorship Venus Felix ; Avhen Pompey 
came to power, he in turn preferred Venus Victrix, 
but he avoided offending Venus Felix by Avorship- 
pmg Venus Victrix and Felicitas j finally Julius 
Cffisar chose to honour Venus Genetrix, but he 
joined to her Victoria and Felicitas. In this case 
Ave are not justified in saying that Felicitas came 
into being as the result of the breaking OS’ of the 
comomen Felix from Venus, for she existed long 
before this time, having received a temple in the 
Velabrum at the hands of L. Licinins Luoullus in 
146 B.c. Her real prominence began Avith Sulla, 
who called himself Sulla Felix. Pompey’s temple 
to Felicitas was connected, as we have seen, Avith 
one to Venus Victrix on the top of his stone 
theatre, and a similar combination occurred on the 
Capitoline. Julius Cassar influenced M. Almilius 
Lepidus to build a temple to Felicitas on the 
site of the old senate-house, the Curia Hostilia. 
Under the empire Felicitas Avas much sought after 
and was a special favourite of Augustus, and under 
Tiberius the senate caused a statue of Felicitas to 
be erected at Tiberius’s birthplace. Fundi. In all 
the subseq^uent empire she Avas invoked, in behalf 
of the ernperor, both in public and in private. 

FELIOITAS. — Oil the temple In the Velabrum, Strabo, 
vni. vi. 23, p. 881 ; Dio Cass, trags. Ixxv. 2 (Miiller), xliii. 21 ; 
of. Suet. Coes. 37; shrine in Pompey’s theatre. Fast. Urbin., 
O/Zt i.® p. 830 : shrine on the Capitol, Fast. Ant., let July and 
0th Oot. ; temple on the site of the Curia Hostilia, Dio Cass. 
xLiv. V. If. : on the connexion with Augustus, Cum. For,, CIL 
X. 8376, 16th April ; Fast. Preen., I7th Jan. ; cf. Mommsen, CIL 
i.3 p, 808 ; statue at Fundi, Suet. Tib. 6 ; frequent sacrifices by 
the Arvales, cf. G. Henzen, Aeta Arvalium quoe supersunt, 
Berlin, 1874, pp. 71 f., 74, 84 f., 168. 

Thus far we have discussed six abstracts — Fides, 
Libertas, Victoria, Honos, Virtus, and Felicitas. 
We have dealt Avith them first because they illus- 
trate the close connexion of abstract deities and 
adjectival cognomina. All six go Avell back into 
the republic, and certainly one of them (Fides) goes 
back into the kingdom. In addition to these six, 
there are thirteen other abstracts which arose 
certainly before the 2nd cent. B.C,, and eight seem 
to go back into the kingdom. 

Of these eight. Ops and Salus occupy a peculiar 
position. The very great anti^ity of Ops is 
guaranteed by her old cognomen, Consiva,_connect- 
ing her Avith the old Roman god Consus, in Avhose 
control lay the blessing on the harvest. The exist- 
ence of Ops is thus proved for the earliest stratum of 
Roman religion, but Wissowa makes the sugges- 


tion that Ops may be there, to be sure, but not as 
an abstract deity. This point of view the present 
wnter considers incorrect, and merely the result of 
reading into primitive conditions our sharp distinc- 
tion betAveen abstract and concrete. Ops ns the 
guardian of plenty and Ops as the idea of plenty— 
the essence, and so the essential abstract quality 
of plenty — ivould be scarcely distinguishable in a 
world Avhere all inanimate things had life and 
soul, and soul consisted in the exercise of functions 
always practical and yet often abstract. In the 
old calendar Ops had tivo festivals— the Opiconsivien 
of 25th August and the Opalia of 19th December. 
In those days she had no special sanctuary of her 
oAvn, but the sacrifice took place in the cliapel in 
the Regia, accessible only to the pontifex maximus 
and the Vestal virgins. In fact she was such a 
secret and retired goddess that the legend soon 
arose that she Avas the mysterious guardian of the 
city of Rome, whose name no man dared to betray. 
Later she received tiro temples — one on the 
Capitoline (first mentioned 186 B.C.) and one in the 
Forum, probably the temple dedicated between 
123 and 114 B.C. by the pontifex L. Cmcilins 
Metellus Dalmaticus, On lOth Aug, A.D. 7 an 
altar to Ops was dedicated in the Viciis Jugarius. 
Ops had a temple at Prmneste ; as (^s Augusta 
she appears on the coin of Antoninus Pius, and as 
Ops Uivina on the coins of Pertinax. 

OPS. — ^Relation to Consus, Varro, de Ling. Lat. vi. 21 ; Fest. 
p. 186 ; Macrob. ni. ix. 4 ; sacrifice in the Seffia, Varro and 
Fest. loee. eitt.; Post. An., 25th Aug.; on the secret name, 
Macrob. loc. eit. ; temple on the Capitoline, cf. H. Jordan, 
Topographic der Stadt Rom im AlUrthum, Berlin, 1871-1007, 
vol. i. pt. ii. p. 43 ; Fezst. Vail., 26th Aug. ; the matrons met at 
this temple lor the Ludi Sseculares ol Augustus, Rph. Bp. vlli. 
254 ; the Arvales met here on 7tb Dec. A.D. 80, OIL vi. 2050. 11 ; 
another temple to Ops, ns Ops Opifera, dedicated by Jlefellui 
Dalmaticus, Pliny, BN xi. 174; sacrifice on the volcannlia, 
23rd Aug., Fast. Anal.; altar ol Ops Aumistus in Vicus 
Jugarius, Fast. Amit, ; temple atPrseneste, OIL xiv. 8007. 

Salus, like Ops, belongs also to the oldest period, 
and the proof is similar, the presence of Salus 
Semonia proving that Salus is the counterpart and 
companion of the old god ‘Semo Sancns dius Fidips.’ 
It is probably no accident, therefore, that dedica- 
tory inscriptions to Semo Sancus have been found 
on that part of the Quirinal which was commonly 
called Collis Salutaris, Avith the Porta Salutaris. 
Her cult is therefore much older than her temple, 
founded in 302 B.C. by the dictator C. Junius 
Bubulcus. This old Roman goddess was doubtless 
the Salus Publica, the CommonAveal, and is to be 
kept quite distinct from the later identification of 
Salus Avith the (Ireek goddess Hygeia. The old 
Salus Avas preserved even into the_ latest times oa 
the ‘Salus publica populi Romani Quiritium m 
connexion Avith emperor - worship, or as Sams 
Augusta in the same connexion. 

SAiCS.— Salus Semonia, Macrob. i. xvi 8; cf. Areh.-epgT. 
Hitt. Oesterr. xv. [18021 77 ff.; ‘Salutes pocolom,’ CIL l. ia, 
from Horta ; A'otive inscription in the grove of Pisaumm, \u. i. 
179; old altar at Prameste, ib. xiv. 2392, with very ancient 
arce; tempie on the Quirinal, Livy, ix. xliii. 25, x. i. 9; 
tion day, 6th Aug., Foif. Vail. ; temple founded by ^ero after 
the conspiracy of Piso, Tac. Ann. xv. 74 ;_ temple at Ferentlnum. 
ib. XV. 63 ; cf. CIL x. 6821 ; many inscriptions from provincial 
cities ; found on both republican and imperial coins. 

Tavo more abstracts. Fas and Fines, the concept 
of righteousness and the deification of the boundary- 
line, can lay claim to a venerable age because they 
are invoked in one of the formulm of the OTCient 
priesthood of the Fetiales, Avho gave to the Roman 
AA’orld the primitive concept of international ‘pTA. 
FAS and FINES.~Uvy, i. loadL 6: ‘audi Juph"., W.: 

audi te Fines— cuiusonmquegentissunt,nomina^ndlatrM.. 

cf. the soldier's dedication from Vinxtbach nearBrohl . Fmibu(si 
et Genio loci et I. 0. M.,’ Cl Rhen. 649. ^ 

Much more difficult to understand is the story or 
the next tAvo abstracts, Fors Fortnna and Fortuna. 
They are unquestionably connected, and they are 
both associated in legend AVith the name of Servius 
Tnllins. 
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Fors Fortuna had an old shrine on the right 
bank of the Tiber in Trastevere. Later, in 293 
B.C., the consol Sp. Carvilius vowed a sanctoary 
to Fors Fortuna ; the older sanctuary was situated 
at the first milestone of the Via Portuensis and 
the second one at the sixth milestone. Both had 
a festival on 24th June, in which the lower classes 
took special part (notice the coincidence of date 
with the modem popular festival of San Giovanni). 
Fors Fortuna seems to have been at first an agri- 
cultural goddess, the personification of the attend- 
ance on chance which characterizes a farmer’s life. 
Gradually the special agricultural relation was 
forgotten, and she became in general the goddess 
of blind uncontrollable chance. It is probably in 
this more general sense that the third temple in 
Trastevere — that of Tiberius in the gardens of 
Cffisar — is to be understood. 

FORS FORTUNA. — Old temple In Trastevere, Tarro, de 
lAng, Lat. vi. 17; Dion. Hal. iv. xxvll. 7; Ovid, Fasti, vL 
7831.; Carvilius’s temple, Livy, x. xlvl. 14; cl, Mommsen, 
OIL i.2 p. 320 ; on the lestivai ol 24th June, Fast. Amit. ; Ovid, 
Fasti, vu. 775 1. ; cl. Oic. de Fin. v. 70 ; Varro, ap. Non., pp. 144, 
425 ; votive inscriptions lound at the sixth milestone, OIL vl, 
167-169 ; on Tiberius’s temple, Tac. Ann. ii. 41 (Dio (lass. xlii. 
26, wrongly sets the temple in 47 n.o.) ; cl. Plut. Rrut. 20, de 
Fort. Rom. 6 , p. 319 A j * Schola Fortis Fortunai ' Irom Veil, J. 
0. von Orelli, Inscr. hat., Zurich, 1828-56, lii. 5791 ; altar at 
Aquileia, OIL v. 8219; dedication by a soldier ‘ numlnl Fortis 
Fortune,' ib. vi. 170. 


Akin to and yet distinct from Fors Fortuna is the 
goddess Fortuna, who seems to have gone through 
very much the same development, beginning as an 
agricultural goddess and developing into the re- 
presentative of the general concept of chance in 
the world. Her oldest temple stood in the Foram 
Boaiium and was associated with Servius Tullius. 
Her cult in later times grew to extraordinary pro- 
portions, and her functions were specialized and 
emphasized in a multitude of cognomina. For 
fuller details the reader is referred to art. Foutdne 
(Roman); J. B. Carter, De deonim Jiomanorum 
cofftiominibtis, and, ‘ The Cognomina of the Goddess 
Fortuna,’ Trans, of the Amcr, Phil, Assoc, xxxi. 
[1900] 60 f. 


FORTUNA.— Three temples to Fortuna in the general sense, 
without spcoinl adjectives : (1) in the Forum Boarium, Ovid, 
Fasti, vi. 66911. : Dion. Hal. iv. xxvli. 7 ; Val. Max. I. vlll. 11 ; 
Pliny, BN xxxvi, 163 ; (2) in the region ol the Circus Maximus, 
Nothia, 11th region ; (3) ‘ ad locum Aretls,’ OIL vi. 9064. 

The lollowlng are the more important cult-titles : oirorpiSn-cnor, 
sanctuary ascribed to Servius Tullius, Plut. Quirst. Rom. 74, p. 
281 E ; augusta, trequent dedications and sanctuaries ; also 
frequently on imperial coins; balnearis, OIL il. 2701, 2703; 
^onto, de Orat. S. 157 HJober); cl. also balneontm, OIL vl. 
182 ; larbata, Aug. de Civ. Dei, Iv. 11, vl. 1 ; Tcrtull. ad 
Nat. ii. 11; bona, inscriptions and Imperial coins; brevis, 
sanctuary ascribed to Servius Tullius, Plut. Queest. Rom. 74, p. 
281 D ; eonsercatrix, OIL iii. 1038, vii. 211, 054, ill. 4289, 4058; 
dubia, Baa. Capitol., ISth region, ‘ vlco Fortunao dubiae’ ; dux, 
A.1). 214, sacrifice by the Arvoles, C/L vi. 2103 b. 7 1. ; cl.C/Lix. 
2194: on imperial coins; eguestris, temple near the theatre ol 
Marcellus, vowed in 180 n.o. by Q. Fulvius Flaccus, Livy, XL. xl. 
10, xllv. 0 ; dedicated 173 n.o., Livy, xlii. x. 5 ; Vitruv. ni. lii. 
2 ; Obseq. 113 ; temple at Antium, Tac. Ann. ill. 71 ; vvvAtrit, 
sanctuary attributed to Servius Tullius, Plut. Qua:st. Rom. 74, 
p. 281 E : altar, Plut. de Fort. Rom. 10, p. 323 A ; felix, on 
imperial ooins; huiusee diet, a temple In the Campus Marlius, 
dedication day, SOth July, Fast, AlUf . ; cl. Fast. Pine. ; ot. 
Plut. Mnr. 20 ; posslblv another temple on the Palatine, Bas, 
Capitol., 10th re^on;' mala, altar on the Esqulline, Cic. de 
Nat. Rear. in. xxv. 63, de Leg. n. xi. 28 ; Pliny, UN ii. 10 ; 
tnammoso,Bas.Capitol.,12th rc^on, * vico Fortunae mammosao'; 
inonens, coins ol Commodus; memor, Clh vi.lDO; mutitbris, 
sanctuary at the fourth milestone ol the Via Latina, Val. M.ai. 
I. viii. 4 ; Fest. p. 242 ; Dion. Hal. vni. IvL 4 ; Serv. jEn. Iv. 19 ; 
Tertull. de itonog. 17 ; on coins ol Faustina ; ebsejuens, sane- 
tuarv attributed to Servius Tullius, Plut. Quasi. Rom. 74. p. 
281 E, de. Fort. Rom. 10, p. 322 F. ; Bas. Capitol., 1st region, 
• Vico Fortunao obsequentis’; C/L vi. 191; from Como, ib. v. 
5247 ; from Cora, ib. x. 0509 = 1. 1153 ; on coins ol Antoninus Pius ; 
opi fera, dedication IromTibur, Orelli, 1753: wiiiTuv, temple by 
Trajan, dedication day. 1st Jan., Lyd. de Mem. iv. 7, p. 70. 14 
flViinsch); pnxsens, CIL vl. ISlb; jtrimigenia, temple on the 
(-..I.!..." a.ji--*'— J... y — _ t’v'f. Arral. : temple on the 

(, > - . ■' '. Plut, de Fort. /lom, 10, 

■ ■ ■■"<. ■ ■ ■ . ' '‘Om Rome, C/L vi. 192- 

' , i- ; ; .> ■ ; 1415 (1); prfrata (iJia), 

sanctuarv on the Palatine, Plut. de Fort. Rom, 10, p. S22F, 
Quasi. Rom. 74, p. 281 E; ptiilira, temple on the tjulrinal, 


dedication day, 6th April, Fast. Pran. ; Ovid, Fasti, Iv. 375 f. ; 
cf. Dio Cass. XLII. XXVI. 3 ; CIL lx. 1543, x. 1653 ; pulliea popult 
Romani Quiritium primxgenia, temple on the Qulrinal, vowed 
204 B.O. by P. Sempronius Tuditanus, Livy, xni. xxxvi. 8; 
dedicated 194 B.a, \b. xxirv. lill. 6, dedication day, 25th May, 
Fast. Caa. ; Ovid, Fasti, v. 7291. ; dedicatory inscription from 
Britain, CIL vil. 702 ; on republican and imperial coins ; redux, 
dedication ol an altar near the Porta Cimena in 19 B,o. on the 
return ol Augustus from the East, Dio Class, uv. x. 8 ; lion. 
Anc. Gr. vi. 711.; celebration on 12th Oct., Fast. Amit.; 
regular dedication day, 15th Dec., Cum. Fer, ; Domitian built a 
temple in the Campus Martins, Mart. vtii. Ixr. If.; lor sacrifice 
by thc_ Arvales, cf. Henzen, pp. 86, 122, 124 ; on imperial coins ; 
respiciens (iniarriit^oiiini), temple, Dio Cass. xlh. xxvI. 4 ; Pint. 
de Fort. Rom. 10, p. S23A, Oucert, Rom. 74, p. 281E; Bsa. 
Capitol., 10th region, ' vlco Fortunae rcspldentCis)’; cl. Ciin'or. 
and Ar’olif. ; talutans, CIL vi. 184, 201 f., ill. 3316; stabilis, 
dedication from Vclela in Noricum, t5. lU. 6150a: virginalis, 
Amob. ii. 67 ; rirgo (aapSimt), sanctuary, Plut. Qutrxt. Rom. 
74, p. 231 E, de Fort. Rom. 10, p. 822F; cf. Varro, ap. Non., p. 
189 ; virilis, sanctuary ascribi^ to Servius Tnllius, Pint. Querst. 
Rom. 74, p. 281 E ; Fast. From., Ist April ; Plut. de Fort. Rom. 
10, p. 323 A; viseata (7) (tfomjpla). Pint. Quewt. Rom. 74, p. 
281E. de Fort. Rom. 10, p. 322F. 

Closely connected with Fortuna is Bonos 
Eventus, a sort of masculine parallel to Felicitas. 
He seems originally to have been a deity of agri- 
culture, in whoso power lay the success or failure 
of the crop. Hence ho is included by Varro in his 
famous list of the twelve deities of the farmer. 
But his scope soon broadened and became general, 
and it is in the general sense that he is the re- 
cipient of many inscriptions from the provinces. 
These inscriptions indicate the private worship of 
individuals rather than a State cult. But a State 
cult must also have existed, because Bonus Eventus 
had a temple in the Campus Martins. The head 
of the god with inscription occurs on denarii of 
Cmsar’s time, and frequently on coins of the empire. 
The statues of the god represented him somewhat 
in the typo of Triptolemos, os a youth making 
libation at an altar, and holding in his left hand 
stalks of wheat or a cornucopia. It is interesting 
to note that the statue in the symbolism liarlm 
back to the primitive agricultural side of his nature. 

RON US FVERTUS.— On the early agricultural character 
cf. the prayer In Cato, de Agrie. 141: ‘cum diris volcnlibua 
quodque here evcnlat, . . . ut! tu fruges grandire bcntque 
cveniro eirU’; Varr. de Re Rust, 1. 6 ; provincial inscriptions, 
CIL 11. 1471, 2412, 3095, 4612, liL 1128, 6223, suppl. 8244, v. 3218, 
4203, vil. 77, 07, 425, vKl. suppl. 16306, 17213, lx. 1600, xl. 622; 
Cl Rben. 083, 1034; Roman inscription, CIL vl, 144, 705; 
temple In Campus Martius, Amm. Marc, xxix, vi. 19 ; on the 
statue, Pliny, llN xxxlv. 77, xxxvi. 23, and cL 0. Marucohl, 
Rull. Areh. Com. vl. [1878J 20511. 

Tliere follow three abstracts, which give every 
appearance of being very old cults, though we have 
no defmito date. luventas had a little chapel in 
the cella of Minerva, in the old Capitoline temple 
of Jupiter. For every boy who came to man’s 
estate and assumed the toga virilis a tax was paid 
into the treasury of luventas, while at the same 
time an offering was brought to Jupiter Optimus 
Maximus. She was the goddess of incipient man- 
hood, tlio ‘dea novorum togatomm,’ patroness of 
those who had put on the toga for the first time. 
"What was true of all young men was pre-eminently 
true of the emperor ; hence luventas Augusta and 
the special imperial festivals in this connexion. 
This was the old Roman luventas, jiuite distinct, 
though often difficult to distinguish, from tlie 
Greek Hebe, who was present in Rome at least in 
the time of the Second Punic War and took part 
in the lectistemium of 218 B.C. It was luventas, 
the Greek goddess, to whom M. Livius Salinator 
vowed in the battle of Sena (207 B.c.) a temple, 
which was dedicated at the Circus Maximus by C. 
Licinius Lucullus in 191 B.C. 


/w » jAAITifiS.— ^Thapel m the Capitolbie temple, Dios. Hah 
ni. Ixlx. : Pliny, BN xxxv. 103; cf. Liw, v. liv. 7; Flor. Rpit. 
t. 1. <f.; Aug. de Civ. Dei, Iv. 23; fax for all novi logati. 
attributed to Bervius Tullius, Dion. Hal. iv. xv. 6 ; cl. Paid, p 
104; Cic. od Att. I. xviii. 3; supplbatio on 19th Oct., anniver- 
Augustus put on the toga, Cum. Fer. 

Cm 1 a X* 6375* 

On Iuventyi-Hch« : temple by M. Lirius Salinator, Livy, xixvt. 
xxxvi 6; Dio Cass. lit. adx. 7; i/on. Ane. iv. 8 ; PUny, BS 
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xxix. 67; lectistemium of 218, Livy, rn. Ixii. 9; occasional 
provincial dedications to luventas. 

It is open to question whether Pudicitia formed 
a part of the State religion during the republic ; 
she certainly did during the empire, and was wor- 
shipped by private persons during the republic. 
Under the name of Pudicitia Plebeia she had an 
old chapel in the Vicus Longus, in connexion with 
which there arose a legend of the cult of Pudicitia 
Patricia in the Forum Boariura. It is, hoivever, 
extremely doubtful whether Pudicitia Patricia ever 
existed. Pudicitia was the special protectress of 
the purity of married life, and was worshipped 
therefore only by married women living in first 
wedlock (matronm univirim), or by widows who 
had married but once. During the empire she 
naturally became the patroness of the empresses, 
from Plotina onwards. 

JPPDLCir/A.— Pudicitia Pleteia, Livy, x. xxili. 6£E.; of. 
Juv. vL 808 ; Prop. n. il. 26 ; the legend of Pudicitia Patricia, 
Livy, X. xxiiL 3 ; Fest. p. 242 ; ilalrotuB wniviricE, Livy, x. xxiii. 
9; for connexion with Plotina see her coins with altar and in- 
scription 'ara Pudic(itiae) * ; dedication of a statue of Pudicitia 
Au^sta in a temple of the Dea Oajlestis in Karpls (Africa) by a 
‘flaminicadivaePlotinae,’C/Zrvii. 993; comparison of Pudicitia I 
and Livia, Val. Max. vi. 1. 

Quies is another goddess whose official worship 
seems to have begun under the empire, but who 
had a private cult during the republic. We hear 
of a sanctuary outside the city on the Via Labicana. 
After they had abdicated, Diocletian and Maxiniian 
caused medals to he struck with the inscription 
‘ Quies Auguatorom.’ 

QUIES.— lAyy, rv. xli. 8 ; *iam consul via Labicana ad fanum 
Quietis erat’; Aug. c!« Civ. Def, iv. 18: ‘Quietem, cum acdem 
baberet extra portam Collinara, publice illam suscipere nolu- 
erunt,’ seems to rest on a misunderstanding of the passage in 
Livy; on the coins of. J. H. von Eokhel, Doetrina iiumorutn 
vetemm, Vienna, 1792-98, viii. 14. 

Another group of abstracts which go back well 
into the republic consists of Concordia, Spes, and 
Pietas. 

Concordia has an interesting and important 
history. She makes her first appearance in our 
records in the year 367 B.C., when the dictator, M. 
Furins Camillus, founded a temple at the northern 
end of the Forum in celebration of the cessation of 
strife between patricians and plebeians. In 121 
B.c., at the close of the tumults connected with 
the Gracchi, L. Opimius restored the temple. On 
16th Jan. A.D. 10 Tiberius dedicated this temple 
anew, under the name of Concordia Augusta ; and 
about this time Livia dedicated a shrine to the 
goddess in the newly-built Portions Livia on the 
Esqniline. In 218 B.C., in connexion with a 
military revolt in Gaul, the prastor, L. Manlius, 
vowed a temple to Concordia, which was erected 
on the Capitoline and dedicated 6th Feb, 216 B.c. 
Near the main Concord temple in the Forum a 
small chapel to Concord had been erected nearly 
a century before (304 B.C.) by thesedUe, Cn. Flavius, 
in gratitude for the ending of the quarrels which 
the censorship of Appins Claudius had called forth. 
In 164 B.C. the censor, Q. Marcius Philippus, erected 
a statue of the goddess in the hope that by her 
favour his censorship might he a peaceful contrast 
to the stormy times preceding. At the beginning 
of the fateful year 44 B.c., when it looked as though 
civil war had ceased, the senate decreed to build in 
Csesaris honour a temple of Concordia Nova. In 
10 B.C. Augustus erected an altar to Concordia, 
and ornamented it with a statue. In A.D. 16, 
after the suicide of Scribonius Libo, the senate 
gave thank-offerings to Concordia. _Nero sought 
her favour, and under him Concordia appears in 
the list of deities to whom the Arvales make sacri- 
fice. From this time onwards Concordia Augusta 
or Concordia Augustomm figures frequently on 
imperial coins. Finally, Concordia is the recipient 
of dedicatory inscriptions in many parts of the 


empire, connecting her with collegia, municipali- 
ties, provinces, armies, etc. 

Ovid, Fasti, i. 637 ff • 
Plut. Cam. 42; reEtoratipn by Opimius, PJut. C. Gracchus, 17 1 
Awian, de Bell. Civ. i. 26: Aug. de Civ. Dei, iii. 25- re' 
dedication by Tibenus, Fast. From., OIL i.2 p. so8 • Ovid 
1 . 645£f._; Dio Cass tv viii. 2, tvi. xxv. 1 ; Livia’s chapel! 
’"k ® *111. x.xiii, 7, .XXIII. 

xxU 7; OIL i.-p. 309; Havius’s chapel, Livy, ix. 

® ’ Philippus’s statue, Cio. de Dorn. 

iSOt.f 186 u ; temple in Csosar's honour, Dio Gass. XLfv, iv 6* 
altar by Augustus, ib. irv xxxw 2; Ovid, Fasti, iii. 881 f ’ 
senate’s thank-offering (a.d. 16), Tao. Ann, ii. 32 ; Nero and the 
Arvales, OILvi. 2039. 10, 2041. 17, 2041. 31, 2042. 6; sacristam 


frequent dedications to Concordia Augusta or Concordia 
Augustorum; noticeable ate the Concordiales Augustalcs oi 
Patavium, ib. v. 268 ; on coins of both republic and empire. 

Possibly the cult of Spes goes well back into the 
republic. An indication of this would seem to be 
the existence of a region called ‘ ad spem veterem,’ 
outside the city near the later Porta Labicana. 
The earliest temple, vowed by A. Atilius Calatinns 
daring the_ battles of the First Punic War, with 
its dedication day, 1st Aug., stood in the Forum 
Holitorium. This temple was destroyed by fire in 
31 B.C., and dedicated anew by Germanicus in 
A.p. 17. In addition, we have a reference to the 
existence of a ‘ templum Spei novum ’ in the seventh 
region. There was a special festival to Spes and 
luventas on the anniversary of the day when 
Augustus put on the toga virilis. In A.D. 63, when 
Nero and Poppoea returned to Eome from Antium, 
Spes appears in the list of the goddesses to whom 
the Arvales make sacrifice. This Spes Augusta 
occurs frequently in inscriptions and on coins, also 
as Spes Populi Koniani and Spes Publics. See, 
farther, art. Hope (Greek and Koraan). 

SPES . — ‘Ad spem veterem,’ Livy, ii. Ii. 2; Dion. Hal. ix. 
xxiv, 4 ; cf. Frontin. de Ag. v. 19 ff., W; OIL xv. 6929; temple 
in Forum Holitorium, Oic. de Leg. ii. lu. 28 ; Tao. Ann. Ii. 49 ; 
Dio Cass. L. X. S ; Livy, xxi. ixii. 4, xxv. vii. 6 ; Fast, l ait. to 
let Aug. ; the templum novum, in the supplement to A otitia, 
7th repon ; festival to Spes and luventas, CUm. Fer., CIL x, 
8375 ; s.scrifices by Arvales, CIL vi. 2043. 2, 10 ; temple nt 
Ostia, ib. xiv. 376. 32 f. ; priestess at Gabii, ib. xlv. 2804 ; cub 
tores Spei Augustae,’ in Antium, ib. x. 6646 ; cult at Aricia, to. 
xiv. 2168 ; at Capua, ib. x. 3775 ; statue with inscription, t6.^ 
767 ; cf. T. Schreiber, Villa Ludovisi, Leipzig, ISSO, no. 202 ; 
simulacra are mentioned, CIL xiv. 2853, 2867, ix. 4G63, x. 
8295. 

Pietas is, strictly speaking, the ideal of the 
relationship between parents and children. Judg- 
ing from the great emphasis laid upon the sacred- 
ness of this relationship among the Romans, it 
seemshighly probable that Pietas existed iu private 
worship from very early times. In 191_B.C., at the 
battle of Thermopylce against Antiochus, the 
consul, M’. Acilius Glabrio, vowed her a temple. 
Ten years later his son, also M’. Acilius Glabno, 
carried out this vow and dedicated the temple oi 
Pietas in the Forum Holitorium. We do not know 
what incident in the battle gave rise to the 
possibly, as Wissowa suggests (BeUgioti 'una 
dor p. 331), an incident similar to that 

between P. Cornelius Scipio and his son, acipio 
Africanus Major, at the battle of Timnus. 
absence of facts, legend copies a Greek woae*' 
telling of a daughter who by the milk of her breast 
had nourished her mother in prison. Ihe on y 
connexion with the temple was, however, tnai 
the prison had formerly stood on the 
This temple gave place in 44 B.C. to the thca 
of Marcellus. Another temple of Pietas, " ‘th fis 
dedication day Ist Dec., was sitimt^ f^fLins 
Circus Flaminius. On the coins of AntoniM 
(41 B.c.) and also on those of the empire PietM 
is represented accompanied by a stork. , 

probably a reference to the cult statue of , 
these two temples. In the worn 

the sharp edge of the meaning of Pietes ’J"® \ 
off, and she came to mean the general harmoni 
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relationship between the memhers of the imperial 
family. Cf. art. Filial Piety, vol. vi. p. 18\ 

PIETAS . — On Acilius Olabrio'e temple, Livy, in. ixidv. 
< ff. ; cf. Val. Max. n. v. 1 ; destroyed by the coming of the 
theatre of Marcellus, Dio Cass, .xliii. 19; Pliny, Slf vil. 121: 
temple in the Circus Flaminius, F<ut. Amit., 1st Dec., OIL L* 
p. 835; Ohseq. 64 (IK); Cic. de Div, 1. 9S; on the coins of 
M. Antonius, E. Babelon, Mono. Consul., Paris, 1885, 1.178 f.; 
altar vowed by senate on account of the illness of Livia, Tac. 
Ann. iih 64 ; dedicated by Claudius, a.d. 43, CIL vl. 502 ; 
Pietas Augusta (or Aupustorum) on imperial coins from 
Antoninus Pius and Faustina on ; dedication from Home, ib. vL 
603^j_^‘pontifex perpetuus domus Augustae’ (in Batica), t6. 

Mens occupies a peculiar and rather interesting 
^ace in our list of abstracts. We have seen 
Roman abstracts influenced by Greek ideas, as, 
e.g.t in the case of luventas-Iiebe, but we have 
not met as yet an abstract which arose entirely 
through Greek influence. This is the case with 
Mens. In 217 B.C., after the terrible defeat at 
Lake Trasimenus, the Komans, in addition to other 
propitiatory acts, vowed two temples, one to the 
Venus of Mount Eryx in Sicily and the other to 
Mens. These temples were built close together on 
the Capitoline, and were dedicated in 215 B.c. 
One hundred years later M. ./Emilius Scaurus 
restored the temple of Mens. Mens was introduced 
into Rome at the command of the Sibylline oracles, 
and this, entirely apart from her close connexion 
with the Greek goddess. Aphrodite of Mount 
Eryx, is sufficient proof of Greek origin. A 
goddess. Bona Mens, occurs on the coins of Pres- 
tum, and we have several inscriptions from 
Central and Southern Italy to Magistri Bontc 
Mentis. The Bona Mens was what was lacking 
at Trasimenus, and, interpreted in this sense, she 
would be the equivalent of ’S.oi^poffdvt]. 

MENS.—Th^ Capitoline temple, Livy, iiii. lx. 10, x. 10, 
xiili. xxxi. 9 ; Ovid, Fasti, vl. 241 IT. ; Lact. Div. fnst. I. xx. 
13 ; restoration by Scaurus, Cio. deFat. Dear. ti. xUi. 01 ; Pint, 
dc Fort. Horn. 6, p. 818 E; later dedication day, 8th June, 
Ovid, Fasti, vl, 24111. ; Fast. Venus., Fast. Maff. ; Mens Bona 
at Pajstum, OIL x. 472 ; at Cora, ib. x. 6512-0514 ; at Cales, ib. 
X. 4630 : at Puteoli, ib. x. 1550 ; at Tibur, t6. xlv. 8501 ; at Alba 
Fucens, ib. lx. 3910 f. ; inscriptions by private persons ; Luna, ib. 
xi. 1827; Aquilela, Arch.-cpig. 31Ut. Oesterr. xix. (1890] 200; 
Lugdunum, GIL xiii. 1073. 

Beginning with Julius Cresar and extending 
through the empire, we have a large and appa- 
rently constantly increasing number of abstracts ; 
but here, as always, we must take account of_ our 
general inability to date inscriptions avithin a 
century, and of the prob.ability that in many cases 
the goddess in question may have existed long 
before, and these by chance may be onr first 
references. Let us consider tlie more important of 
these deities in alphabetical order. 

.ffiquitas, — ^We meet irith her first in an archaic 
inscription from Vulci, ‘ Accetiai pooolom ’ ; her 
stetue is dedicated to Fortuna Primigenia at Prre- 
neste ; Arnobius (iv. 1) mentions her as a goddess ; 
and she occurs on coins from Galba to Maximinnus 
Hercules. 

A^ternitas. — ^Hcr name and a picture of her 
temple occur on the coins of Augustus and Tiberius. 
yEtemitas Imperii soon be'c.ame the official form, 
and Nero performed special games ‘ pro actemitate 
imperiL’ Thus in A.D. GG, after the discovery of 
the conspiracy of Piso, the Arvales sacrificed 
to her. 

Annona. — ^Tho personification of the crops, along 
with Ceres ns the giver of them, and sometimes 
without her, occurs on coins from Nero onw.ards. 
She has a dcdicatery inscription from Rome, 
* Annonae Sanctae,’ and possildy two others, one 
from Spain and one from Ostia. 

dementia is the personification of mercy and 
pardon as illustrated in the emperor. She received 
a temple in honour of Cwsar in 44 B.C., and later 
an nlt.ar in honour of Tiberius ; in A.D. 39 a regular 
yearly sacrifice was decreed in honour of Caligula, 


and in A.D. GG, when Nero was kind to Tiridates, 
the Arvales sacrificed to her. On imperial coins 
she appears as dementia Augusta, and later ns 
Clementia Temporam, the only form from Galli- 
enns onwards. 

Copia is, Wissowa thinks (p. 332), merely the 
personification of the copia of cornu copia, and he 
denies her existence in actual worship ; but an 
inscription from Avignon, ana the fact that two 
Roman deities, one at Thnrii (193 B.c.) and one 
at Lugdunum (43 B.C.), were named Copia, seem to 
point clearly to a real cult, 

Disciplina is at least ns old as Hadrian. She 
occurs on the coins of Hadrian (as Disciplina 
Augusta) and in inscriptions from Africa and 
Britain. 

Fecunditas appears first in A.D. 63, when the 
senate ordered a temple to he built in her honour, 
in gr,atitude for the successful deliveiy of Poppaia 
in childbirth. Probably at the same time tlie 
Arvales made sacrifice to her. The name and the 
representation of the goddess are found on coins 
beginning with the older Faustina. She is repre- 
sented ns carrying a child in one arm and a sceptre 
in the other, and sometimes as carrying a child in 
each arm. Under the name of Fecunditas Tern- 
pomm, she appears on the coins of Barhia Orbiana 
and Otacilia, 

Gloria is the recipient of a dedicatory inscription 
from Numidia ; she appears as Gloria Exercitus on 
medallions of Constantius li. and Constantino il., 
and as simply Gloria on many imperial coins. 

Indulgentia seems to como into existence under 
Hadrian ; Marcus Aurelius dedicated a temple to 
her; she was the recipient of a chapel with a 
bronze statue in Cirta, Africa; and she appears 
frequently on imperial coins, usually as Indul- 
gentia Augusta. 

lustitia, ns lustitia Augusta, received n statue 
in Romo on 8th Jan., A.D. 13; wo have mention 
also in Rome of a ‘ sacerdos Institiao,’ a dcdicatoiy 
inscription from Ancona, and a reference to a 
statue from AJcjuiculi. 

Pax, a blessing which can best be appreciated 
after a long period of war, appears on the denarii of 
L. ALmilius Bnca in the year of Cresar’s death. 
After this premature appearance she disappears 
again, to return under Augustus, when her cult 
was definitely established. In 13 B.C., when 
Augustus returned from his expedition to Spain 
and Gaul, the senate decreed an altar to Pax, which 
was dedicated on 30th Jan., 9 B.C. In the mean- 
time (10 B.C.) Augustus himself had dedicated 
altars to Pax Augusta, Sains Publica, and Con- 
cordia. Under Caligula the Annies sacrificed to 
Pax on the anniversary of the dedication daj- of the 
Ara Pacis ; and in A.D. 60, when Nero closed the 
temple of Janus, th^ made an oflering to her. 
Finally, under the Flavian emperors the great 
Tcmiilum Pads in Vespasian’s Forum was built. 

ProvidenUa goas through an interesting develop- 
ment, beginning probably as early os the Augustan 
age. She is the personification of the foresight of 
the emperor himself, by means of which perils 
and dis.'isters arc fortunately avoided, Oflerings 
were made to her after the fall of Sojanus, 
after the murder of Agrippina, after the 
discovery of the conspiracy of Piso, and after 
Galba had assured a successor to the throne. 
Gniduallyj however, the concept shifted, and 
Providcntia began to be thought of as the pro- 
tecting power of the gods. It is to Providcntia 
thus thought of that the Arvales sacrificed in A.D, 
183 for the lie.alth of Commodns. The same 
Providcntia Deonim occurs at intervals on coins 
from the time of Hadrian onwards. 

Securitas, as Augusta, Publica, orTcrapomm, is 
the deification of the abiding sense of peace and 
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security. On 10th Jan., A.D. 69, the Arvales sacri- 
ficed to her because Galba, in adopting Piso 
Licinianns, seemed to guarantee the security of 
the empire; on another occasion the people of 
Prceneste dedicated an altar to her ; and we have 
an inscription from Cirta, in Africa, recording the 
erection of a statue. She is, of course, frequent 
on coins. 

Tutela, the goddess who unites in herself all the 
ideas and concepts of protection, seems to belong 
to the empire, but to have come into existence in 
i fashion similar to that in which the oldest 
abstracts were made. Thus she bears a splendid 
testimony to the absolute conseiwatism of all the 
religious processes of ancient Rome. In a word, 
she seems to have grown up out of the idea of the 
genius loci — the ‘dens in cuius tutela hie locus est’ 
— tlie deus tutelm, or genius tutelce. Finally, 
Tutela broke off and became an independent deity, 
and a rival of the genius. The Tutela Augusta 
thus is equivalent to the Genius Augnsti, and is 
often preferred by the empresses. In the closing 
years of paganism we meet with Tutela in household 
worship, in connexion ivith the lares, as a sort of 
female genius. 

Valetudo belongs to the circle of Salus. The 
name appears in republican times on the denarii of 
M’. Aoilius Glabrio, in connexion •with a repre- j 
sentation of Hygeia (Salus is on the obverse of the 
same coin). She is also the recipient of several 
dedicatory inscriptions from the provinces. 

.^.QUITAS.—VVilci, OIL 1. 43; Praneste, <b. rlv. 2880; 
Attioh. iv. 1. 

.^TERN IT AS.— On the coins of Augustus and Tiberius cf. 
H. Cohen, IlidaiUes impMales\ Paris, 18S0-92 ; on the phrase , 
■ neternitas Imperii,’ OIL vi. 2064. 45, 2065, 2007. 40 ; cf. Pliny, 
Ep. ad Trai. 69, 83 ; Nero’s games. Suet. Nero, il. ; saoriSce of 
a,n. 66. OIL vi, 2044. 1. 6. 

ANNONA,— Rome, CIE vl. 22 ; Spain, ib. II. 4976. 1 ; Ostia, 
ih, xlv. 46. 

CLESIENTIA.—Iemple (44 B.a), Plut. Cass. 67 ; Appinn, de 
Sell. Civ. li. 106 ; Dio Cass. xitv. vi. 4 ; altar lor Tiberius, Tac. 
Ann. iv. 74 ; yearly sacrifice for Caligula, Dio Cass. ux. xvi. 10 ; 
sacrifice of a.v. 68, CIL vi. 2044. 1. 

COPIA. — On the cornu copies, Plaut. Pseud. 671, 676 ; Hor. 
Carm. Scce. 60, Epist. i. xii. 28 ; inscription from Avignon, OIE 
xii. 1023 ; for Thurii of. B. V, Head, Mist. Numorum, new ed., 
O-tford, 1911, p. 88. 

Eckhel, vi. 603; CIL viii. 9832, 10657, vii. 

896. 

PECUNDITAS.—Tho temple of a.d. 63, Tac. Ann. xv. 23 ; 
of. Henzen, p. 85 ; lor the coins cl. Oohen^, nos. 205 (Faustine 
M6re), 93-106 (Faustine joune), 18-20 (Lucille), 17 (Crispine), 
84-45 (Julie Domne), 39-46 (Salonine), 8 (Orbiane), 18 (Otacilie). 

GLORIA.— CIL viii. 6949: ‘Gloriae Aug. Sacrum’; W. 
Frbhner, iUd. de Vemp. rom., Paris, 1878, p. 361; CohenS, 
nos. 131, 132 (Constantin n. le Jeune). 

INDULGENtIA . — Possible connexion rrith Hadrian, CIL 
viii. 88131.; temple of Marcus Aurelius, Dio Cass. nxxi. 
xxxiv. 3 ; inscription (rom Oirta, CIL viiL 7095 ; for the coins 
cf. Eokhel, vii. 183, 190, 204. 

1 USTITIA . — ^The statue of a.d. 13, Fast. Preen . ; "sacerdos 
lustitiae,’ CIL vi. 2250 ; Ancona, ib. ix. 6890 ; Aiquiculi, ib. ix. 
4133 ; the altar from Capua {ib. x. 3812) dedicated to ' Justitiae, 
Neniesh Fatis ' belongs to Greek and not Boman religion. 

PAX. — Denarii of Almilius Buca, Babelon, il. 23; on 
Augustas cf. in general the Augustan poetry, Tibull. i. x. 45 ; 
Hor. Carm. Scec. 57 ; on the Ara Pacis, CIL p. 320 ; Fast. 
Amit., 4th July; cl. Fast. Ant.: FastPrwn., 3(Hh Jan.; cl. 
Fast Car.; Mon. Aneyr. ii. 37 fl. ; Dio Cass. uv. xxv. 3; Grid, 
Fasti, i. 709 ff. ; on Augustus’s dedication (10 B.O.X Dio Cass, 
tiiv. XXXV. 2; Ovid, Fasti, Hi. S81f.; sacrifice under Caligula, 
CILvL 2028 b. 8-10; a.d. 66, ib. vi. 2044. 1. 12; cf. Henzen, 
pp. 78, 82; Vespasian's temple, Dio Cass. Divi. xv. 1; Bust. 
l^sp. 9. 

PRQVIDESTIA. — Coin of Augustus with altar and inscrip- 
tion, Eokhel, vi. 12, 128; an ‘ara Providentiae Augustae’ in 
the Acta FraL Areal., CIL ■vi. 2028 d. 16, 2033. 6, under 
Caligula and Oiaudius ; Sejanus, H. Dessau, Inscr. Lat. selects, 
Berlin, 1892ff., i., nos. 167, 168; Agrippina, etc.; cl. Acta 
Frat. Areal., OIL vi. 2042 a. 14, 2044 i. A, 2061 i. 29 ; Trajan, 
ib. X. 6310 ; the Severi, (6. ili. 1439 ; Providentto Auguste, ib. 

V. 1871, viii. 841 ; offering for Commodus, ib. vi. 2099, iii. 18 ; 
on Providentia Deorum cf. Eckhel, vi. 607 ; Pliny, Paneg. 10. 

SECURITAS.— Securitas Publica, Taa Agr. 3 ; Arvai sacri- 
fice (a.d. 69), CIL vi. 2051 ; Pneneste, ib. xiv. 2899 ; Oirta, ib. 
viii. 7095. 98 ; Securitas Perpetua from Viminacium (Servia), 
Oest. Jahresbefle, iv. (1901), Beiblatt, p. 115. 

TUTELA.— 'Renzen, p. 146 : ‘deus in cuius tutela hlc loons 
est': CIL li. 3021, 3377, 4092: ‘deus tutelae’; ib. ii. 2991: 
‘genius tutelae’; ib. iii. 4446, vl 216: ‘Tutela huius loci’; ct 


5 ■TotelaTarraconensis.’O/BlL 
4091 ; ‘Tutela domus Bupihanae,’ ib. r. 3304; ‘Tutela Chnrtt 

faao^' 82-26, 

S0S9 0“ Tutela Aumista cl. CIL iii. 3349, 4056, v. 

4982 . Tutela in late household worship, Hieron. in hai. 67 ■ 
of. relief, Annali d. tnst. [1866], Taf. K. 4. ° ’ 

rAiETHDO.— Dedication from Noricum, CIL UL 6149- 
from lecoe, ib. Ix. 8812f. ; from Mauretania, ib. idii. 9810 • on 
republican coins. ’ 

There are nine abstracts which seem all to have 
been the recipients of a cult, for in each case ive 
have either a dedicatory inscription or a reference 
to an altar. For most of them we have only one 
reference, but of course this state of affaus is 
doubtless largely accidental. They are as follows : 
Amicitia, to whom in A.D. 28 an altar was erected 
in honour of Tiberius ; Civitas (dedicatory insorip. 
tion from Rome) ; Dies Bonus (dedicatory inscrip- 
tion from Caesarea in Mauretania) ; Fama (dedica- 
tory inscription from Cologne), Fama Augusta from 
Baetica; Maiestas (dedicatory inscriptions from 
Rome and from Halicarnassus) ; Natio, said to 
have been worshipped in the region of Ardea; 
Sanctitas (dedicatory inscription from Antiana 
(Pannonia Inferior]) ; Ultio (altar under Tiberius 
in A.D. 20); Vis (dedicatory inscription from 
A^ileia), 

Finally, there are several abstracts which occur 
only on coins or in the poets, and regarding 
which we are justified in being very sceptical as to 
the actual existence of a cult: Abundantia, on 
coins from Elagabalus to Valerius Maximus; 
Constantia, on the coins of Claudius and his 
mother Antonia; Hilaritas, on imperial coins, 
also as ‘ Hilaritas Augusta, popmi Romani, 
temporum ’ ; lucunditas Augusta, on a coin of 
Alexander Sevems; Latitia, on imperial coins, 
also as Lffititia Augusti, Augusta, Augustorum, 
Fundata, Publica, Temporum; Liberalitas, on 
imperial coins, also as Liberalitas _ Auguste; 
Moderatio, on imperial coins ; Parientia, on coins 
of Hadrian; Tranquillitas, on imperial coins, 
also asTranquiUitasAug., Augg., Beata Tranquil- 
litas ; Ubertas, on imperial coins, also as Ubertas 
Sacculi. _ . . . f 

In connexion with personification an interesting 
piece of work remains to be done, namely a study 
of the various pictorial types, -with special atten- 
tion to the language of symbolism. The basal 
concept is practically always the same (except m 
the case of Spes and Virtue), a draped 
figure, but the variations in attributes and then: 
permutations and combinations sufSce to indicate 
a multitude of distinct deities. This language oi 
symbolism, which was spoken fairly consistently 
at least until the time of Hadrian, _ments diltgein 
study, and such an investigation will throw muon 
additional light on the history of personification 
among the Komans. 

ErrEBAxmiK.— On the general subject cf. 

Roman Ideas of Deity, London, 1914 ; G. Wissowa, . 


u^Kuluis dir BW, Munich, 1902,^912. Tbf « 
most reliable. L. Denbner’s art in Bpscher, iii. 2. 2^0., 
needs considerable correction, but contains 
materiaL For individual ahstracta consult the separaM ww. 
in Daremberg-SagUo, Panly-Wissowa, and RMtn^ 
R. Engelhard, De person%ficattontbus qws jn at^ on* 
Romanorum invenfuntur, Gottingen, 1831, 

Jesse Benedict Cartel 

PERSONIFICATION(Semitic).— I. Pnmhw 
form— Animism, the Pn^tive form of relwotm 
personification, underlies the Semiric 
W. Robertson Smith (Sel. Sem.\ pp. 64, 86 f., iJi* 
134) is explicit on this point. 

Among the Semites, as elsewhere, primitive 
to be enrironed by innumerable dangers wU^ he does^r^ 
understand, and so personifies as invisible or mysterious 
of more than human power’ (p. 64). _ 

Such men ascribe to all material objects a 
to their own ; an unseen life is supposed to , ^ 

the heavenly bodies (sun, moon, 
objects upon earth (animals, trees, stones, 
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broolcs). Thus, these sacred objects come to be 
thought of as living beings, persons— in other 
■words, they are personified. This process was not 
confined to objects ; it is also found in connexion 
witii forces and activities— s.y., winds and diseases. 

‘ 'Wherever the spontaneous life of nature was manifested in 
an emphatio way, the ancient Semite saw somcthinc super- 
nataral ’ {ib. p. 131). 

All this, However, Is instinctive and unconscious, 
and so to be distinguished from the deliberate, 
elaborate personification of later Semitic theology. 

(a) Babylonia and Assi/ria.—ThiB primitive iorm 
of personification was doubtless found in the early 
stages of Babylonian religion. Thus A. H. Sayce ; 

‘ Deep down In the very core of Babylonian religion lay a 
belief in what Professor T^Ior has called animism. It belonged 
to the Sumerian element In the faith ol the people, and, as we 
shall see, was never really assimilated by the Semitic Bettlers.* 
Sayce, therefore, does not regard this primitive personification 
as an original element in Babylonian religion— a view not 
generally held and by no means certain. We need not, however, 
discuss the point, for, os Sayce says ; ‘ In spite of Semitic In- 
fluences and official attempts to explain it away, it was never 
eradicated from the popular creed, and it left a permanent 
Impress upon the folk-lore and superstitions of the nation* 
(The Religions of Ancient Egypt and Babylonia, Edinburgh, 
1902, p. 270). 

Traces of it abound in Babylonian and Assyrian 
remains. Many of the innumerable demons are 

S ersonifications of diseases, winds, etc. — e.g., 
famtar, the demon of plague, and Ashakku, the 
demon of wasting disease (M. Jastrow, llcl. of 
Babylonia and Assyria, p, 260). 

(b) Syria and Palestine. — There was much in 
common between the primitive ideas of the Aram- 
leans, Canaanites, Israelites, and other inhabitants 
of Syria. Probably our evidence for Israel is 
wholly derived from a period subsequent to the 
settlement in Canaan ; it is especially difficult to 
decide which elements of the popular religion are 
characteristic of Israel and whicli are borrowed 
from the Canaanites, but we need not discuss the 
problem here. Wliat Israel appropriated of this 
Kind was congenial to its religious temper _and_ in 
accordance with the principles of its primitive 
faitli. The natural objects which we find sacred 
in Israel had doubtless been sacred earlier to the 
Canaanites, but Israel had known such while it 
was still a group of nomad tribes. Among these 
are the wells, trees, and stones associated with the 
patriarchs, and the pillars, stone mas^cbhah and 
wooden asherdh, erected at the sanctuaries, notably 
Jachin and Boaz that stood before Solomon’s temple 
(1 K 7“'). A typical instance is the ma?scbhah at 
Bethel, associated with Jacob (Gn 28“).^ Originally 
the stone itself is the house of God (Beth ElGMm) ; 
the spirit, the genius loci, actually dwelt in the 
stone, was the stone personified. So, again, 
Bobertson Smith ; 

' The old ifebrew fables of trees that spook ond act like human 
beings fjg OSir., 2 K 14®) have their original source In the savage 
personification of vegetable species ' (p. 133). 

This ascription of personal qualities^ to natural 
objects cosily passed to a somewhat higher stage 
in which spirits "were thouglit of as embodiincnts 
of the life supposed to dwell in natural objects 
and phenomena — the spirit as distinguished from 
the stone in which it dwelt. 

(c) Similar forms of thought c.an nc 

traced in the remains of pro-JIahainmacian Arabia, 
and still survive in the East. 

2. Later developments. — Sp far wc have been 
speaking of the naive personification of primitive 
peoples, but by a gradual transition it becomes 
more conscious and elaborate. AVo need not com- 
mit ourselves to the complicated theories of 
Winckler, Zimmern, Jeremias, etc., as to the 
wholesale dependence of the developed religion of 
Babylonia and Assyria on n.strononiy, but there 
can be no question that tiiose systems arc largely 
dependent on the personification of he.avenly 
vou IX. — 5t 


bodies and phenomena, of natural objects, pro- 
cesses, and forces. Such personification in some 
cases originated in the primitive animism ; in otliers 
it may have been suggested by it. Note, e.g., the 
fact that the animals that furnish names and 
imaginary outlines for the constellations of the 
zodiac appear in mytiioiogy as monsters in tlie 
train of TianiSt, the dragon of the abyss. The 
personifications connected with the greater deities 
probably represent a more advanced stage of 
thought. 

Tnimniiz Is ‘the pereonifleatfon of agricuftural nctivitj'' 
(Jastrow, p. 68). Shamash was ‘ the personification of the sun 
par eiceltenee and the sun ns a whole* (p. CS). £a was the 
personification of wisdom. Anu, *froni being merely the 
personification of the heavens, ... Is raised to tlic still highr 
dignity of sjunbolizing, as Jensen puts it, the abstract princip'l*. 
of which both the heavens and catlli are emanations* (p. 165 1.) 
— obviously not a primitive idea. 

Such examples might be multiplied almost in- 
definitely. 

3. Eponymous ancestors, etc.— There is also 
another species of personification, according U 
which a deity or legendary hero originates through 
the personification of a city, tribe, or nation. 
Possibly the Assyrian deity Ashnr is an example 
of this. 

According to Jastrow (p. 195), * one is bound to confess that 
the evidence docs not warrant us in regarding Asbur os any- 
thing but the patron of the city of Asbur. Nowhere do we find 
any allusion from which wo arc Justified in concluding that ho 
originally represented some elemental power or phenomenon.* 

Others, however, regard Asbur os a fonn of the 
name of an ancient deity, after whom the city was 
named. In any case, this kind of personification 
was common among the Israelites and Arabs, and, 
indeed, among primitive nations generally. A 
frequent example is the setting forth of tliepolitical, 
racial, and geographical relations of peojifcs in the 
form of genealogies of persons. Gn 10 is a striking 
illustration ; the geograpliical contiguity, and poss- 
ibly also the political connexion of Ethiopia, E^pt, 
and Canaan, are indicated by speaking of them ns 
‘brothers.’ In the same way, the narratives of 
the patriarchs are largely tribal Iiistory in the 
form of accounts of persons; it is impossible now 
to say bow far this method has been carried. 
According to some, Israel and the Twelve Patriarchs 
are ‘ eponymous ancestors.’ How this method was 
understood by the ancients is doubtful. Skinner 
writes : 

• When n writer speaks of Lydians, Lybians, Philistines, etc., 
ns "sons'’ ol Egj'pt ... it Is difilcull to think , . . that he 
believed the Lydians to bo descended irom 0 man named 
"Lydians". . . ; and wc may b^n to suspect that the whole 
system of eponiuns is a conventional symlwlism which was ns 
tmnsparent to it* authors as it is to us. That, hoivever, would 
be a hasty and probably nnstaken inicrencc. ... On the whole 
it is safer to assume that, in the mind of the genealogist, tliey 
(the names) stand for real individuals, from whom the different 
nations were believed to be descended* (fCP, 'Genesis,' Edin- 
burgh, 1910, p. 100). 

It IS not, however, safe to lay dowm any general 
rule ; there are instances where it is clear that the 
writing of tribal Iiistory in the form of personal 
narrativo is a mere convention. For instance, 
when Jg P elates that ‘Judah raid unto Simeon bis 
brother,’ it is clear, both from the context and from 
the clironology, that the svritcr cannot mean tlmt 
the ancient patriarch Judah said to the ancient 
patriarcli Simeon (see also the present sm’ter 
iClironielcs, I/ondon, 1S94, p. 876] on 1 Cb 7^-). 
Possibly Skinner’s words are specially applicable 
to genealogies. 

4. Influence on theology, etc.— It is important to 
recognize that personification, being closely con- 
nected with anthrojioraoridii.sm and anthropopatli- 
ism, lias exercised great influence on both popular 
religion and official tlieology. This being a matter 
■where language largely controls tlionglit, the rela- 
tions between persons and other personal qimlities 
and activities have liocn nntomatically transferrcd 
to the deities, to their relations with one another, 
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and to their relations with their worshippers, 
individual and collective. The various Semitic 
gods have their wives; the Babylonian Nebo is 
the son of Merodach. The more important the 
deities, the more various are the relationships 
ascribed to them : the Babylonian Ishtar is the 
daughter, sometimes of Sin, sometimes of Anu; 
according to Jeremias [OT in the Light of the Anc. 
East, Eng. tr., i. 127), Ishtar is variously the 
bride, wife, mother, or sister of Tammuz, besides 
having other lovers. Relationships arise out of 
political changes ; when two cities are connected 
by conquest, alliance, or amalgamation, the god 
or the one may become the master, husband, or 
father of the other. Similar relationships arise 
between eponymous ancestors : thus, when the 
tribe of Joseph was divided into Ephraim and 
Manasseh, Joseph was said to be the father of 
Ephraim and Manasseh. Similarly, the deity is 
said to be the father, mother, or husband of the 
people. So Jahweh is the father (Hos IP), or the 
husband (2’®), of Israel, 

S. Personification of divine attributes. — ^Again, 
there is the personification in Jewish literature of 
the attributes, activities, and manifestations of 
God, and perhaps even of abstract qualities. In 
the later books there is doubtless pure literary 
personification, consciously used as a figure of 
speech and nothing more (see below on ‘ ‘Wisdom,’ 
etc.). But figures are apt to be popularly under- 
stood in a literal instead of a literary sense, and 
what is merely personified to the man of culture is 
a person to people generally. The most notable 
examples are the spirit of Jahweh, the Word, and 
Wisdom. 

The ideas connected with the spirit (riiah) of j 
Jahweh would be partly determined by the fact 
that riiah in the concrete meant ‘ breath ’ and also 
‘ wind,’ and that man had a riiah both in the sense 
of ‘breath’ and in that of ‘principle of life,’ etc. 
These facts would make for uncferstanding the 
spirit of Jahweh as an emanation or manifestation 
or even a part of Jahweh. But other passages 
speak of the spirit of Jahweh in terms commonly 
used of persons ; in the early literature it ‘ rushes ’ 
or ‘leaps’ upon men ; in Gn 1® the spirit of Elohim 
broods over the waters as a mother-bird over her 
young. In Is 48'® RV we have : ‘ The Lord Jahweh 
hath sent me, and his spirit,’ which is sometimes 
understood as AV, ‘ The Lord God, and his spirit, 
hath sent me’; but both text and meaning are 
doubtful. On such passages Piepenbring writes : 

*It is evident that in these passages the spirit and the word 
of God are personified, but that these personifications must be 
placed on the same level with others of the same kind* (TheoL 
of the 02\ Eng. tr., p. 251). 

The OT passages just referred to dealing with 
the Word are numerous — e.g., Ps 33®: ‘ liy the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made.’ The 
advance of the Word, through personification, to 
the status of a person belongs chiefly to post- 
Biblical Jewish literature, in which the Jewish 
idea is influenced and ultimately dominated by 
the Logos of Greek philosophy. Thus in the 
Targum of Onkelos the action of God is frequently 
ascribed to the Word {memra) ; e.g.. Ex 19”, Moses 
at Sinai brought forth the people to meet the Word 
of God. Again in Philo the Logos is ‘ Son of God,’ 

‘ God,’ ‘ high priest,’ ‘ archetypal man ’ (B. F. West- 
cott, Gospel of St. John, London, 1908, p. xxxiv). 
But in these matters Philo, Jew though he wjw, 
was the disciple of Plato rather than of the Rabbis. 

In the OT and the Apocrypha the tendency to 
personify is most strongly marked in connexion 
with Wisdom, Jlohhmah, Sophia (Job 28, Pr 8, 
Wis, passim. Sir 24, Bar 3®'®^). In some of these 
passages Wisdom seems to be spoken of as a person 
(cf. Marti, Gesch. der isr. Beligion, p. 328, with 


special reference to Wis 7“®’-), as ‘ Hypostase ’ re- 
presenting the aggregate of the divine attributes 
(cf. also Pr 8®®, where Wisdom is made to say of 
! the time when Jahweh created the world : ‘Then 
I I was by him, as a master workman ’). Similarly 
in the Secrets of Enoch, xxx. 8, Wisdom is com- 
manded to create man. The identification of 
Wisdom with the T6rah (Sir 19=® etc.) exemplifies 
a tendency to personify the law which is more 
marked inlater Judaism. Thus W. 0. E. Oesterley ; 

‘The idea of imputing personality to the Torah . . . receives 
actual expression in Shemoth liabba, c. 29, where it says that 
the Torah stands before the Holy One and intercedes for Israel’ 
(Jeioish Doctrine of Mediation, London, 1910, p. 69). 

In some directions the process upon which we 
have touched reached its climax in the Clialce- 
donian doctrine of the Trinity; and, in a very 
diflerent way, in the Gnostic systems, with their 
ajons, Sophia, Nous, etc. ; and the Jewish counter- 
part of Gnosticism, the Eabbala, with its s^firith, 
or emanations. Wisdom, Intelligence, etc. 

6. Various examples.— In view of the elasticity 
of the idea of personification and its frequent use 
as a literary figure, it would be easy to multiply 
further examples, but it may be sufficient to men- 
tion a few which possess special interest. 

We note first various terms for God or for 
activities or attributes of God which are sometimes 
spoken of in a quasi-personal fashion: ‘the glory 
of Jahweh ’ (Ezk 10‘) ; ‘ the divine name ’ (Ex 23®') ; 
‘the divine presence,’ lit. ‘i&ce,’pantm (Ex 33'‘). 
In the Rabbinical literature we find ‘the Name’ 
(sh^md), ‘the Place’ [magdm), and ‘Heaven’ {sha- 
niaytm,). In this connexion we may also mention 
the sh^khtndh and the hath q6l. Sh’Khtnah, ‘ dwell- 
ing,’ as an abstract noun, is used with great lati- 
tude ; it is sometimes the radiant manifestation of 
God in the concrete ‘dwelling,’ the Tabernacle, 
mishkan, but it is by no means confined to this 


isage. 

It ‘is sometimes practically equivalent to Memra, Aoyo^ nut 

re may distinguish between t.' " ' ' " 

aedium of a passive, the other ' 
me as creative, the other os ‘ ■ 

a Taylor, Sayings of the Jet . , , 

I- 44). 

The bath q6l, ‘ the daughter of the voice,’ is a 
lame for a species of oracular utterance, supposed 
o be heard by men : 

‘ Every day Bath Qol poes forth from Mt. Horeb, and makes 
roclamation and says. Woe to the creatures for contempt or 
lorah’ (PiVsS Abhdth, vi. 2). 

fhe voice from heaven in Mk 1” would have been 
lescribed by the Rabbis as bath q6l (cf. ‘Daughrer 
if Zion,’ for the city and its inhabitants [Is 1 etc.)). 

The ‘angel of tlie LotA.’ { mat’ akh Jahweh) tong 
lossihly be regarded as in some sense a persomnea- 
ion of a manifestation of Jahweh ; perhaps, too, 
,t some stages of thought, angels and demons, 
ogetber with the Muhammadan jinns, niay nave 
leen, or been regarded as, personifications of natural 
bjects or forces, like the numina of primitive re- 
igion whom they replaced. Satan, at any rate, 
las at times become the personification ot ic 
lowers of evil, and this view does not seem foreign 

o some aspects of Semitic thought. A„,.nn 

The suggestion is sometimes made wmt Awon 
Ahardn) is simply the personification of the Arx 
Ardn), and this is not impossible. , . , 

A curious example of personification is found 
mong the Falashas, or Abyssinian Jews, tiic) 
.-orship the Sabbath as a goddps. 

A beautiful example of purely literary perso 
ation is Ps 85'®'- : 

•Mercy and truth are met together: 

Righteousness and peace have kissed each otne 
Truth springeth out of the earth ; ' 

And righteousness hath looked down frona h ■ 

LnBnArvae.-MornsJastrovr,^(lf^^^^ 
nd Assyria, London, 1916, pp. 190-230, Hetrewo 
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TVaditioni, do. 19X4, pp. 20-S2, The lieUfiion of Bablllonia and 
Asejrria, Do'tton, 1S9S, pp. 40-144, The Studjj of Relinion, 
London, 1901, pp. lOl-lOS; A. Jeremias, The OT in the Linht 
of the Ancient East, Enit. tr., do. 1911, pp. 1-141, KATt>, pp. 
343— 1S7 ; K. Marti, Gesch. der isr. lieliqion, StrassLurg, 1907, 
pp. 20-32, 101-105, 140-179, 204-270, 332-330; H. Mcinhold. 
f)ie tVcisheit Israels, Leipzig, 1903; C. Piepenbring, Theol.of 
the OT, Eng. tr., New Vork, 1S93, pp. 137-146, 247-202; O. 
Pflelderer,P/ii7o.'!op/ip and Development of Eelipion, Edinburgh, 
1894, i. 102-130 ; W. R. Smith, Eel. Sem.-, London, 1894, pp. 
28-212 ; B. Stadc, Eibl. Theol. des AT, Tubingen, 1903, pp. 92- 
102, 178-190; UDB, s.vv. ‘Holy Spirit,’ ‘Logos,’ ‘IVisuom’; 
PEE3, s.vv. ‘ Geist, hoiliger,’ ‘ weisheit,’ ‘ Wort Gottes.’ 

W. H. Bennett. 

PERU. — Our knowledge of the religion and 
inytliology of Peru is gleaned chiefly from the 
writings of its Spanisli conquerors, in whose re- 
cords we are confronted with a bewildering array 
of religious types— animism, stone-worship, totem- 
ism, and fetishism appearing singly and simultane- 
ously in different areas. A pantlieon more or less 
developed exists side by side with these, and, if 
certain writers are to be believed, even mono- 
theism and agnosticism made some headway in 
Incan times. 

If it be admitted that the finst four classes alluded 
to all fall to bo included under the head of animism, 
then we may say that at the period of its destruc- 
tion Incan religion had succeeded in evolving a 
pantheon possessing at least several anthropo- 
morphic figures from an animism which still 
flourished side by side with it. Tliis circumstance 
should render Peruvian religion a study of profound 
interest to students of comparative religion, ns it 
exhibits a phase of peculiar value to the student. 
Moreover, there is perliaps no mythology in which 
compound myths exhibiting definite religious strata 
are so well exemplified. 

At the time of the Spanish conquest Incan 
animism had reached the agricultural stage. The 
food compact witli the crop-gods was not so well 
marked ns in the case of ancient Mexico, but, 
although human sacrifice was rare, it is a mistake 
to consider it os altogether absent from Peruidan 
ritual. It is only reasonable to suppose that 
totemism, some relics of which remained, had 
preceded this agricultural cult, but there is per- 
haps no progressional existence of t 3 ’pe in early 
religion, and two types may exist side by side and 
oven overlap. Be that as it may, we arc informed 
by Garcilasso de la Vega ’that in ‘ the idolatry of 
the first age’ each district, family, village, and 
house possessed its oito god, each different from 
the others, and that these were gonornlly material 
objects, such as herbs, plants, trees, mountains, 
caves, precipices, largo stones, small pebbles of 
different colours, and animals— jaguar, puma, be.ar, 
ape, fox, lynx, and cougar. The list includes 
examples of fetishistic, animistic, and totemistio 
worsliip, the first of which certainly survived until 
late times. Caves and precipices were worshipped 
ns paccariscas, or places of origin, plants ns the 
homes of animistic spirits, stones as fetish objects, 
and animals as totemic eponyms. 

All things sacred were known to the Peruvians 
as httaca. The most common visible objects of 
veneration among the agricultural portion of the 
poimlation were thoccoin;)(i4, or gods of the irriga- 
tion channels to be found in every maize-field. 
The ccompa was sacrificed to at the planting of 
the seed and earnestly invoked during the growth 
of the plant, and no type of pagan worship w.as 
extirpated with greater difiiculty. Others willed 
/luarica.s were situated in each plantation and were 
carved out of stone to represent n gigantic corn- 
stalk, which was placed tlierc for the purpose of 
encouraging the plant to grow to the greatest 
possible size. 'Maize-mothers’ were known a.s 
sarnmamt, ‘potato-mothers’ ns acsttmama, and 
‘cocoa-mothers’ n-s rocamnma. These remained 
1 Jlistoria dil JVni, Lisbon, 1017, bk. L cb. fi. 


mere rustic fetishes and did not blossom into 
anthropomorphic gods of vegetation. 

This arrestment was probably due to the fact 
that throughout Peru there existed a definite con- 
ception of a universal spirit of animated things 
(Pachacamac) and the close association of this 
conception with those of n creator-god (Pachamrac) 
and a ruling or directing god (Pachaj’achachic). 

The Pachacamac was the great spirit from whom 
proceeded the lesser spirits of animistic type who 
inhabited the various vegetable plants, wfiilst his 
consort Pachamama was supposed to have origin- 
ated all those who haunted larger ph 5 ’sical objects 
such as mountains and rivers. Pachacamac came 
to he identified with the creative agency (Pacha- 
rurac) from the circumstance that the function of 
both was regarded ns the bestowal of the breath of 
life. He was represented in the ccoricancha, or 
temple, at Cuzco by a stone statue in the form 
of a man, and his evolution into the form 
Pachayachachic, in the late Incan period, maj’ 
safely be ascribed to the growth and stabilitj* of 
Incan rule. Indeed, Inca Pachaciitic built for the 
ney god a separate shrine at Cuzco, known ns the 
Inisuarcancha, in which he is said bj' Molina to 
have placed a golden statue of the universal dcitj’, 
thus, perhaps, attempting to further a monothe- 
istic ideal. Older forms died hard. Viracocha, a 
deity representative of water and its powers of 
fertilization, was sometimes identified with Pacha- 
ynchachic, and is perhaps anterior in origin to the 
cult of Pachacamac, as was Con, or Cun, the 
thnnder-god of the Collao. Fish deities were also 
prominent in the coastal districts. 

Sun-worship. — It remains only to mention sun- 
worship in a BKotch of a religion which has already 
been dealt with in art. AndeaNS. The name ‘ Inca ’ 
means ‘ people of the sun.’ They gave the sun an 
anthropomorphic shape, but did not derive racial 
or royal descent from him, calling thcmselvo.s 
‘children of the sun’ honoris cansrt; and it was 
only at a comparativelj' recent date that this con- 
nexion with the sun was embodied in a religious 
form, having probably been introduced by the 
great-grandfather of the Apu-Ccapac-Inca, who 
ruled at the conquest. The figure at Cuzco repre- 
senting the sun was attired in the robes of a 
mon.arch, and a special ritual was attached to its 
worship. The warrior class practised a private 
and esoteric worship of the sun, totally distinct 
from the popular form, the idol which they adored 
being caliea Huaina-Piinchau, ‘the young sun,’ 
representing an infant a year old moulded in solid 

LtiERATCW.— Sec lUcroture at art. AjtnrJixs. 

Lewis Spence. 

PESSIMISM AND OPTIMISM. — 'riiese 
rival interpretations of oxi.atence have one circuni-# 
stance in common : both are designated by super- 
l.atives; and the loose employment of the terras 
in ordinarj' phra.seology renders it needful to point 
this out. To justifj’ tlieir use in a jihilosopbical 
sense it is not enough th.at a given view of things 
should dwell by preference on their more forbidding 
or more engaging aspect respectivelj-. The terras 
are more strictly opposed than this, and each is to 
be understood in its literal sense. For passimistic 
theory this is the worst of worlds ; if it were to 
be a world, it could not have borne to be worse 
than it is. Some rudiments of order and wefl- 
Itcing Schopenhauer himself will allow to it, since 
otherwise it could not cohere or continue in exist- 
ence at all. But, so much l>eing granted, the con- 
tention is that it.s irrationality, inb-erv, and worth- 
lessness could not lie more tlian thev are. And 
optimism also expre.-^se-s itself in the samsunen,”];- 
ficd way, maintaining that all is for the loit- in 
this best of all po.ssiblo worlds. 
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Tlie facts on which the former of these views 
rests are many and undeniable. Wliatever a 
maturer reflexion may suggest, man and his en- 
vironment do not, superficially regarded, seem to 
be well fitted to each other. By the essential 
conditions of his existence man is subjected to 
hindrance and disappointment, to suffering, decay, 
and death, and necessarily his awakening conscious- 
ness is painfully arrested by such experiences. 
An anxious and resentful attitude to life may be 
said to be the natural reaction of the mind’s first 
contact with reality, and spiritual growth there- 
after to signify, at least temporarily, a deepening 
sense of the unsatisfying nature of the world, its 
instability, its evanescence, and the inconsideration 
which it manifests for ends humanly felt to be 
desirable. Hence not only the elegiac note wliich 
pervades so much of the world’s most moving 
literature, but also the strain of world-weariness 
present in the thinking of every people which has 
risen above the most elementary level of culture. 
Every age supplies its instances, more especially 
among the poets, from Homer, who, for all his 
healthj'-mindedness, can find it in his heart to say 
that ‘ there is nothing more wretched than man of 
all things that breathe and are’ {II. xvii. 446 f.), 
and Sophocles, from whom is wrung the cry that 
‘ not to be born is the most to be desired ; but, 
having seen the light, the next best is to go 
whence one came as soon as may be' {(Ed. Col. 
1225 f.), to our more passionate modern singers of 
the pitiless sway of wrong and pain and death. 
And yet such utterances may be expressive merely 
of a subjective attitude or mood which is tran- 
scended in a larger view. The writer, while not 
fundamentally rebellious, may derive a pensive 
satisfaction from the indulgence of morbid feeling, 
and may even find life worth living while he displays 
before the world the pageant of his bleeding heart. 
Or, again, his seeming despair may bring otherwise 
its more express correction with it. The Hebrew 
teaching on life, e.g., owing to the intensity of the 
religious belief present throughout, is in the main 
of a finely robust and hopeful temper, yet in one 
signal instance it betrays a different character. 
Koheleth takes rank as one of the classics of the 
literature of reflective melancholy; nowhere are 
the bewilderment, dismay, and exhaustion of 
human nature, baffled by the contradictions of its 
lot, realized more poignantly, Nevertheless, there 
is no sign of spiritual collapse in the book. Tlie 
<'oncInsion reached does not suggest either the 
despairing or the immoral mind. On the contrary, 
the ground-tone of the writer’s view is furnished by 
the spiritual tradition which he has inherited. His 
faith, though semi-paralyzed, holds out, and at 
ieast a working solution of the world-riddle is 
%,rrived at : if man do not ask too much from life, 
a sober degree of worthiness may be found in it 
•still. And ultimately his chastened trust in exist- 
ence expresses itself thus : ‘ Fear God, and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man ; for God will bring every work and every 
secret thing into judgment, whether it be good or 
whether it be evil.’ 

For the most part, then, the instinctive sense of 
the incongruity Between the spirit and its environ- 
ment, together with the depression of feeling thus 
occasioned, does not in point of fact give rise to 
■the sceptical view of life, but is, consciously or im- 
•consciously, taken up into a more comprehensive 
•est-mate of things. Where, however, this is not 
the case, the result is pessimism, the doctrine that 
■existence is fundamentally and essentially evil. 
The theory is found both in Eastern and in W estern 
thought. Optimism, on the other hand, in the 
proper sense of the term, belongs to one special | 
period in the development of the latter only. It i 


w'lll be convenient to deal with the various pl,a<!e<. 
of each in the order of their historical appearance" 
I. _ Buddhist pessimism.— In its earliest form 
pessimism appears, singularly enough, as the 
characteristic and determinative feature of a 
popular religion. As a doctrine of redemption 
Buddhism starts from a comprehensive assertion of 
the evil and pain inlierent in human existence. 
Life is misery, misery undiluted and unrelieved,' 
from which there is no deliverance so long as 
personal consciousness persists, Tliis grievous 
condition is not accounted for by anything external 
to life itself. It cannot be construed as penal, nor 
is it consequential upon anytliing else. Human 
agents, it is true, may themselves, in some degree, 
add to its burdensonieness ; as, similarly, tliey 
may lighten it. But in the main it is life itself 
tliat is at fault. Its radical conditions do not per- 
mit of happiness, and, if its sorrow is to be cured, 
these must first he altogether altered or removed. 

Little 18 to be said for the suggestion that would 
trace this belief to an experience of accumulated 
distress which had during long ages oppressed the 
Indian mind, and finally generated so despairing a 
conviction. Historical evidence is entirely mcking; 
and, besides, so deeply considered an attitude to 
existence could scarcely be the outcome of acci- 
dental circumstances. Its roots are to be found in 
that monistic tendency of thought which made its 
appearance so early, and which is expressed in the 
Upani^ads with so rigorous finality. If only tlie 
atman (q.v.) is real, it follows that existence otlier- 
wise must be illusory and evil. In the language of 
the Vedanta philosophy it is avam, ‘emptiness,’ 

* vanity ’ ; it is mayB., ‘ mirage.’ To think other- 
wise is the supreme error and the source of all 
further error and sin. On the other hand, to 
realize this truth is wisdom and salvation. He is 
a fool who takes the reflexion for the substance, 
and expends himself on objects essentially shadoivy 
and deceptive. The instructed man knows better. 
How the world around him came into quasi-exist- 
ence, indeed, he comprehends no more than anotiier: 
it is a spectral projection, a shadow cast by the 
sole divinity, an evil dream which even so_ is 
powerless to disturb the blissful repose in which 
Brahman is wrapped eternally. Yet the wise man 
is at least aware of its unsubstantial and evan- 
escent character, and, being disillusioned, may 
cherish the hope of ultimate _ escape from the 
meshes of its infinite deception into the unbroken 
peace of the one-and-all whence he canie. _ _ 

Now from such a doctrine the pessimistic judg- 
ment upon life is a direct, if not a necessary, intor- 
ence. The pantheism wliich once and again has 
emerged in the history of European thought has 
tended for the most part to the_ enrichment ana 
glorifying of existence. Identifying God with the 
world, it has greatly quickened the ^ 
sense of the wonder and beauty of nature and added 
a new sacredness to life in its meanest forms. 
the Hindu mind — ^not in all its phases, but prevail- 
ingly — solved the problem of the one and the many 
in the more strictly logical or acosmistic fashion. 
For it the world is -pure appearance ; it is unreal, 
phantasmal, wholly lacking in validity and 
The creation, or rather the emanation into hein^ 
of nature and man is the fundamental mystery ana 
catastrophe. As making up the varied, eve^ 
perishing scene that offers itself to perception, they 
must be conceived to be in a state of diremption 
from that to which they properly belong or m 
which they inhere. And while, accordingly, e. sen- 
tial deep distraction is seated at the heart of t e 
world, pervading its members in ” ■ 

rises into eonsciousnessin man, in whom P' 
nienal world pronounces judgment upon it cii 
altogether worthless and wrong. 
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It is important to note that to the speculative 
ideas involved liere early Buddhism was professedly 
indifferent. In the eyes of Gautama, as would 
appear, all dogmas of the thinkers were vain : for 
himself he sought only a practical askesis hy the 
adoption of which the soul might effect its emanci- 
pation from life’s ills. Nevertheless, the ultimate 
presuppositions from which his doctrine is derived 
are unmistakable ; and further, just in so far as he 
departs from these does its pessimistic character 
become still more pronounced and thoroughgoing. 
Thus from the metaphysic of the past he discards 
entirely that idea of an absolute reality of the 
world, the inner core or substance of all pheno- 
mena, which, indeterminate though it was, had 
seemed to offer the mind something positive to rest 
in, and retains only the correlative thought of the 
instability and evanescence of the finite. The 
original illumination which broke upon him under 
the 6o-tree already betrays this ; ' Coming to pass, 
coming to pass — at that thought there arose in me 
a vision into things not called before to mind’ 
(Dlgha-Nikdya, ii. 1) ; and to the same eflect is 
the saying which tradition reports to have been 
his last, and which summarizes all his teaching : 

‘ That which came into being dissolves into non- 
being again ; work out your own salvation ’ (SBE 
xi. [1900] 114). That is, the apprehension of the 
impermanence of things is fundamental in the 
system. It is indeed the sole philosophical prin- 
ciple on which it is all built up. If earlier reflexion 
had asserted the being that is behind all becoming, 
the Buddhistic doctrine maintains that the only 
reality of being is becoming — no sooner has any- 
thing begun to be than it has begun to lapse into 
non-being again. Hence its insistence on the 
weary round of birth, old age, and death which all 
life treads perennially. In other words, life is 
change ; mere change or process unqualified, aim- 
less, and endless. Again, if Gautama ignores the 
conception of man as properly a portion or spark 
of the infinite, pure spirit therefore, unconditioned 
and free, and achieving his destiny only in return- 
ing to the central fire or focus of being whence he 
came, all the more does he lay stress upon the view 
(which also belongs to the psychology of the 
Upanisads) that, as the subject of a time-and- 
space experience, he is ‘ wholly made up of desire,’ 
with the corollary that peace is to be attained only 
througli its extirpation. This, indeed, is cardinal 
with Gautama. The ‘four excellent truths’ are 
little more than an elaboration of the position, 
sotting forth with the usual Oriental cumbrousness 
of phrasing that all experience whatsoever, includ- 
ing as it does an element of appetition always, is 
of the nature of suffering; conscious life is a 
restless striving, an insatiable thirst or cra\'ing, 
the sole remedy for which lies in ‘ letting desire go, 
expelling it, separating oneself from it, giving it 
no room.' And in one further particular the posi- 
tive yet free relation of Buddhist teaching to the 
past, as also the enhanced gloom attaching to it 
thereby, deserves to be noted. As incorporated in 
a system otherwise so spiritual and rarefied, the 
tranpiigrntion idea in Hinduism is clearly a 
survival from a ruder time, its retention probably 
representing the attempt te do some sort of justice 
to those indestructible _ convictions of personal 
identity and moral retribution which a self-con- 
sistent pantheism would contradict too violently. 
But in the Buddhist doctrine even this accommo- 
dation to ordinary human instinct is still further 
attenuated and reduced. The notion of tlie self 
having been surrendered, no use can any longer be 
m.ido of a conception which suggests, in however 
illusory a manner, a continuous substrate of con- 
sciousness passing on from life to life ; that of the 
transmission of the ethical result or outcome of ex- 


perience takes its place ; and the prospect that opens 
before the individual is that of an infinite succe>sion 
of lives, each determined in character, according 
to the laws of an inherent necessitj’, hy the quality 
of the deeds done in the preceding, until the knrma 
(q.v.) involved is exhausted, and with the breaking 
of the chain of existences liberation from the 
burden of being is achieved. 

Of the three conceptions just referred to it 
might be hard to s.ay which is the most fitted to 
suggest a despairing estimate of life. Plainly there 
is a close affinity between each and the other two, 
and together they yield a view of existence the 
most essentially sad and sceptical that has ever 
been accepted by mankind. It is true that the 
Buddhist scheme contains elements of spiritual 
value and attractiveness, and without these its 
power and vogue must have been unintelligible. 
The desires of average human nature are so largely 
foolish and hurtful tliat no well-considered method 
that aims at their repression could fail to rid 
experience of many ills. In particular, it was 
nothing less than a moral discovery of the first 
order that led Gautama to substitute for the 
senseless austerities of Brahmanism a regimen of 
internal purification and self-discipline as the 
‘path that lends to the extinction of desire.’ Tlie 
ethical is the universally human, and doubtless it 
was in virtue of the emphasis which_ it laid on the 
excellence of the ethical element in experience, 
especially in certain of its most _ gracious and 
winning fortns, and on the accessibility of these to 
the lowest Sudra in the land, that the doctrine 
achieved its astonishing success at _ the first and 
has since proved capable, in versions however 
adulterated, of satisfying the needs of so large a 
portion of the race. That in the effort to reach 
his ideal a real measure of happiness is also oiien 
to the Buddhist disciple cannot be denied. The 
way to ar/iaf-ship is always pleasant, in the sense 
that at every step pain is more completely left 
behind ; there are lives to be passed through, 
especially in one or other of the seven heaveps 
recognized by the system, ns the individual fulfils 
his appointed course, which are full of happy 
experiences; and nirvana, that ‘gain which no 
other gain surpasses,’ is hailed from afar as a joy 
beyond compare. Yet all this cannot conceal the 
essentially negative character of the conception of 
existence invmved. In truth, it is not, as will be 
seen later, peculiar to Buddhism to seek to com- 
bine a relative optimism with a philosophy of 
being which is profoundly unbelienng and hope- 
less. It remains that life is desire, and desire is 
pain, and only where both are at an end is_ the 
craving of the soul at rest. On these terms liter- 
ally no definable good is left to be the object of 
pursuit. Condemnation has been passed upon all. 
Even the morally good is not good absolutely ; 
ultimately it also proves a hindrance, since in its 
most passive forms a tincture of desire is apparent 
and life and individuality still assert themselves. 
Only with their cessation is the goal attained. Of 
the resultant state, nirvana {q.v.), all that is really 
predicable is that it is devoid of those elements of 
experience which give life content and significance. 
The last thread which bound the soul to the world 
of activity and change has been destroyed ; and, if 
it is at peace, the me.aning is that it has made 
good its escape into a repon or condition from 
which consciousness itself has disappeared and 
where being and non-being are indistinguishable. 

So subtle and profound, then, is this Oriental 
pessimist philosophj\ It is a dogmatic pessimism, 
not so much basing itself upon an inductive survey 
of experience and a comparison of its pleasures 
and pains as concluding from its inherent nature 
that all its conditions are out of joint, and that the 
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outcome, so long as it shall last, can he only suffer- 
ing and frustration. The modem version of the 
creed, being conceived in another milieu, presents 
necessarily somewhat different features. Never- 
theless, in essentials the two do not vary greatly. 
In certain cardinal features the resemblance is 
almost startling. 

_ 2. The optimism of Leibniz. — European pes- 
simisin is preceded historically by its opposite. 
Optimistic theory represents a phase of 17th and 
18th cent, thought, and is found in two main 
forms._ On the Continent its classical exponent is 
Leibniz, and to him its definition as a doctrine is 
due. In England it appears in a more diffused 
shape, characterizing the attitude and spirit especi- 
ally of the Deistic school and finding a more casual 
expression in various writers of the age. By 
Leibniz himself, however, it is not always set 
forth in the same manner, nor would it be fair to 
gather his views from the TModicie alone. That 
treatise, originally composed for the edification of 
Queen Sophia Charlotte of Prussia in 1710, is 
essentially popular in character and cannot be i 
rightly understood unless in conjunction with- his j 
more expressly philosophical writings. In this ' 
connexion the Systhme nouveau de la nature et de 
la communication des substances (1695), the Mona- 
dologie, and the Principes de la nature et de la 
gr&ce fond6s en raison (both published in 1714) 
require to be taken into account. 

Leibniz’s was essentially a catholic mind, and it 
has been truly said that harmony is the dominant 
idea of his philosophy. In early life he had been 
fascinated by the mechanical doctrines of the 
current Cartesianism ; later he learned from his 
study of Plato to regard final causes as no mere 
human imagination projected on things, but as 
objectively founded ; and, in effect, his effort is to 
combine the mtiological and teleological aspects of 
existence in a unified scheme. Its formal starting- 

E oint is a criticism of Spinoza’s notion of substance. 

eibniz agrees Avith Spinoza in regarding substance 
as that Avhich is independent of ml else, so that its 
characters must be determinable from itself alone j 
but there agreement between the tivo thinkers 
ends. In Leibniz’s view the conception of exist- 
ence as essentially one is a pure abstraction and 
no more helpful for the understanding of the 
world than is the atomic hypotliesis of Cartesian 
science itself. Reality is a manifold. It is con- 
stituted of particulars or unities of being, each 
of Avhich is substantial as being independent of the 
rest and intelligible through its own inner nature, 
and from each, indeed, could it be understood 
rightly, the Avhole of existence might be construed. 
Further, each is active. For the real is not, as 
Spinoza taught, essentially passive. Substance, 
on the contrary, denotes capability of action, and 
the monads, to use Leibniz’s technical term, are 
centres of living force in Avhioh being and work are 
one. They are to be construed on the analogy of 
that one among them of rvliich we have the best 
and most intimate knoAvledge, namely, human 
personality, and must be conceived as being all 
more or less both perceptive and active. These 
ultimate constituents of things, in short, are so 
many points of view from Avhich the rvorld may be 
regarded or so many special forms in Avhich it is 
mirrored or expressed. And, seeing that, although 
thus independent of one another, * having no 
windows through which aught might come in or 
go out,’ the monads nevertheless make up a 
coherent Avhole, it follows that a superior principle 
of combination must needs have brought this to 
pass. In the organic unity of experience a ‘ pre- 
established harmony ’ stands revealed ; or, in 
other Avords, in the constitution of the Avorld as a 
system of elements connected by physical laivs. 


together with the fact that all individuals agree 
in the main in the representation Avhich they form 
of It, there is already implied the existence of a 
poAver of Avisdom and goodness on Avhich all depend 
and in Avhich the various perfections of the creatures 
are present in an eminent degree. Hoav their rela- 
tion to this principle is to be understood is noAvhere 
clearly said. If the monads are, indeed, ' simple 
substances’ in the sense described, hoAV can they 
proceed from a creative poAver, Avhose beneficent 
purposes they are to observe? And if, on the 
other hand, they are emanations from His being 
rather, ‘ the continual out-flashings {fulgurations) 
of His diviniW from moment to moment’ \3Iom- 
dologie, § 4), do they not at once relapse into mere 
appearance, as on Spinoza’s AueAV ? ■ That Leibniz 
understood himself to have avoided the pantheistic 
conclusion is plain : he expressly repudiates the 
doctrine of an anima mundi as incompatible U'itli 
the freedom and Avorth of the individual. But the 
ambiguity remains _ one of the outstanding diffi- 
culties of the Leibnizian system, only veiled by a 
profuse employment of theological language not 
conducive to speculative clearness. 

For present purposes, however, it is more 
necessary to observe the tendency to self-realiza- 
tion Avhich he finds characterizing existence every- 
Avhere. This pertains not only to all actual forms of 
being, but to those also Avhich never emerge out of 
the region of mere ^possibility. Since possibility, in 
all its infinite variety, is not just nothing, it must 
be credited Avith a degree of being, or at least Avith 
a nisus in that direction. In the case of necessary 
truths, indeed, the sole test of.Avhose objectivity 
is the absence of contradiction, to be possible 
ensures existence ; but Avith contingent truths it is 
otherwise. The ground of their reality lies else- 
Avhere. The concrete fact or event being finite 
does not explain itself, and can_ just as little 
furnish a true or ultimate explanation of anything 
else. In itself it may be reckoned arbitrary, and, 
abstractly considered, it and its opposite are equally 
possible. But they are not equally possible in 
conjunction, or ‘ compossible.’ An actual Avorld 
composed of a multitude of diverse elements must 
be the result of a selection made among all the 
conceivable configurations of being according to 
the laAV of sufficient reason ; or, to express the 
matter in religious terms, among the infinite 
number of possible Avorlds eternally embraced 
Avithin the divine thought the actual existing 
Avorld represents that one AA'hich has been chosen 
by the divine will, and brought into being by the 
divine poAver, as the most fitting and best (‘ ie plus 
convenable ’). Hence, though the existence of the 
AVorld constituted as Ave find it cannot be shoivn to 
be a metaphysical necessity, yet not only its non- 
existence but also its being constituted othenvis 
is morally unthinkable. God necessarily Avills in 
accordance Avith His Avisdom and goodness ; an 
the universe Avhieh Ave knoAv, though but one ot a 
infinite number conceivable, is nevertheless th 
one among them Avhich could not but be. . - • 
One further feature must be taken account of m 
order to reach a right understating of Leibniz b 
unqualified faith in existence. The Ld 

obvious, difler qualitatively from each other, and 
especially in respect of their I 

istic, the clearness or obscurity of 
tions. Highest of all among them are 
are termed minds (ejpriis), although jg 

the general principles of his 

entitled to consider this type of doabtfnh 

distinct from every other is more f®?.] no 
Nevertheless, they are consistently so » 
doubt in view of those ethical to 

individual which he is everyAvhere so amcioua 
conserve. To them is ascribed the pouer of con 
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Bciously apprehending not merely the world but 
also the Power whence the world has sprung, so 
that, if souls in general are living mirrors or 
images of the universe of created things, human 
minds are also ‘ images of the Deity or Author of 
Nature Himself,’ capable of knowing the system 
of the universe and to some extent of imitating it 
through spiritual creations and activities of all 
sorts, each mind being ‘a small divinity in its 
own sphere.’ To God, therefore, intelligible 
natures are related, not as the parts of a niacliine 
to its inventor (as is the case with the other con- 
stituents of creation), but as subjects to a monarch, 
or, rather, as children to a parent who seeks to 
reproduce in them his own perfection. To this 
under His midance all things minister. Just as 
efficient and final causes are found to imply each 
other, so does there appear a perfect harnionj' 
between the physical and moral orders. Nature 
itself ‘leads to grace, and grace by the use it 
makes of nature brings it to perfection ’ (Principcs, 
§ 16). In fine, existence in its deepest interpreta- 
tion is a City of God, under whose perfect govern- 
ment, as at once architect of tno mechanical 
universe and moral lawriver and king, good and 
evil conduct are rewarded with unfailing if not 
immediate justice, and not merely the advantage 
of the whole but the absolute well-being of the 
individual also is secured infallibly. Human 
shortsightedness, it is true, must often mar the 
vision. 

But Mt,' to quote the conclusion o( the Honadotogie, 'we 
could Eutllcicntly understand the order of the universe, we 
should find that it o.xceeda all the desires of the un'sest men, 
and that it is impossible to make it better than It is, not only as 
a whole and in general but also for ourselves in particular, if we 
arc attached, as we ought to bo, to tlte .\uthor of all, not only as 
to the architect and elllclent cause of our being, but as to our 
master and to the final cause which ouglit to he the whole aim 
of our will, and which can alone make our happiness ' (tr. Latta, 
p. 271). 

There is here, it will bo understood, no desire to 
ignore or minimize the known evils of the world. 
On the contrary, evil is held to be inevitable. 
Thus, God alone finds the reason for His existence 
within Himself, and contains an independent full- 
ness or perfection of being ; the created world, 
consisting of a vast congeries of elements difiering 
in respect of the adequacy tvith which they express 
the totality of existence and all inherently crav- 
ing an ever fuller expression of it, involves imper- 
fection — evil in this sense — in its -warp and woof. 
And this in truth, urges Leibniz, is the whole 
significance of the conception. Evil is nothing 
positive or real, nor is there, properly speaking, a 
principle of evil any more than of cola or darkness. 
It is a defect or a negation. Such perfection ns 
the creatures exhibit in themselves and in their 
conduct comes directly from God ; their imperfec- 
tion is merely jirivative. Even moral evil par- 
takes of this character. The activities of the 
monads result from their perceptions, and it is 
because these perceptions are so often at fault tlmt 
the former go astray. It is not ignorance alone, 
tlien, but (mor.al) error and malice .also that 
‘ formally consist in privation ’ : the creature in 
causing sin is ‘ nne cause dcficiente ’ ; while, as for 
tile physical evils with which the world doubtless 
abounds, thej' are the necessarj' penal consequence 
of sin under a divine government which every- 
where makes nature subservient to righteou.sncss, 
although to our limited vision the immediate con- 
nexion of the two may not be always apparent. 
Evil, that is, ns a thing reprehensible in itself and 
casting a reflexion upon either the power or the 
gootlness of the Creator, disappears. _ In any case 
there is a vast overplus of happiness in the world ; 
and, for the rest, the 'evil ’to be found in it is 
justified. Certainly, the non-existence of a j 
creaturely world is conceivable, as involving no 1 


self-contradiction ; on the other hand, it would 
contradict the necessity which .on infinite power of 
wisdom and goodness is under of expressing itself 
in a world reflecting its own perfections. But of 
such a world limitation or imperfection is a neces- 
sarj' feature, and that evil in this sense should bn 
eliminated therefrom is inherently im possible. All 
that can be legitimately asked is that it should bo 
controlled by the good and made to serve its ends, 
and that the case indeed stands thus there can be 
no doubt at all. The law of the sufficient reason 
itself ensures it, and experience ‘ ordinarily ’ 
furnishes confinnation. Evil, in short, is a neces- 
sarj' ingredient in the actual goodness of the world, 
as the sweet becomes insipid without an admixture 
of the bitter and discords are necessary to richest 
harmonics. The existing combination of things is 
best. Kemove any most sinister evil visible in it, 
and it would no longer be the world which, all 
things considered, is the most desirable. It might 
have contained no Judas, but how then should the 
Saviour have died t In other words, the world is a 
progressive achievement, in which an element of 
necessary limitation is always present, and from it 
the utmost to be expected is that the divine power 
will at no point sutler real defeat, but will every- 
where overcome evil with good. 

3. Deism. — To a dogmatic optimism of this kind 
speculative thought in England has no parallel to 
show, nor would it be easy to trace there any dis- 
tinctively Leibnizian influence at work. Never- 
theless, contemporary English rationalism exhibits 
broad affinities with the corresponding Continental 
tendency, and both alike find the optimistic atti- 
tude and temper congenial. In both an unhesi- 
tating confidence is placed in human reason ; the 
Cartesian test of logical clearness is erected into 
a supreme standard of tnith, at the expense, as a 
later age would say, of those deeper intuitions of 
the soul to which alone final reality is revealed ; 
philosophy is treated with scholastic assurance as 
the h.andmaid of religion ; and the ultimate truths, 
wlicthcr of the one or of the other — really they are 
identical — are held for n body of doctrines logi- 
cally demonstrable. On these terms scant justice 
is likely to bo done to those elements in experience 
which threaten the reasonableness of the univer- 
sal scheme, and just this is found to be a prevail- 
ing feature in the thinking, whether theological 
or non-theological, of the age. Deism (g.v.) enter- 
tains the most complacent views of existence. Of 
that characteristic phenomenon of the Illumina- 
tion a crude apriorism may be said to be the 
foundation. Subsequent writers had le.amcd from 
Locke to be distrustful of innate ideas, but no 
more than Locke himself had they attained to a 
consistent experientialism. No conception is more 
chni-acteristic of their thinking than that of an 
all-comprehcnding harmony in existence wliich 
(they will admit) an imperfect experience could 
never of itself furnish, but for which they claim that 
it is at least illustrated bj’ experience everywhere. 
So Shaftesbury speaks throughout of a ‘coherent 
scheme of things,’ this ‘mighty union’ or ‘con- 
sistent fabric,’ whose orderliness is ‘ abundantly 
confirmed’ by all that we see ‘in every rank and 
order of beings to the remotest spheres',’ ajijiarent 
defects or irrcgularitic.s Iwing the necessary accom- 
paniments of phenomena which are only parts of a 
greater whole and dis,appcaring in a larger view, 
wliicli in its present state, however, the human 
mind may not always be able to take. Boling- 
broke and others follow him here, and detailed 
support is furnished for the nliiniiation of the 
l>eneficencc of nature by the natural theologians, 
such as Derh.am and Kaj-, who handle the argu- 
ment from final causes in the most naively anthfo- 
pomorphic manner. So, too, as regard.s humaD 
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nature : the microcosm reflects the symmetry of 
the macrocosm. Failure to maintain internal har- 
mony, indeed, is a serious and frequent fact ; the 
passions break loose and play havoc with the soul’s 
health and peace. But this represents no schism 
wthin the soul itself ; it is due to ignorance, which 
enlightenment will remove. The disorder, then, 
which we witness, whether in the physical or in 
the moral world, is in neither case anything posi- 
tive. In the one it is an illusion arising from our 
incomplete understanding of what is so vastly 
beyond us — 

‘All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee ; 

All Chance, Direction which thou canst not see* 

(Pope, Essay on Man, ep. i. 1. 289 f.). 

And in the other a better understanding of our own 
being would enable us to avoid that disproportion- 
ate indulgence of its various impulses which inevi- 
tably entails the hurt and ruin of the whole. 
Essentially, then, whatever is is right. 

‘The gen’ral Order, since the whole began. 

Is kept in Nature, and is kept in Man ’ (ib. 171 f.). 

Ultimately, the position is scarcely distinguishable 
from Spinoza’s own. Through its doctrine of God 
as revealed exclusively and sufficiently in nature 
deism inevitably leaned in this direction ; and in 
Pope’s shallow and pretentious piece the creed of 
the time once for all assumes that semi-mystical, 1 
but essentially naturalistic, form in which the ills I 
of life are pantheistically explained away. j 

Transition to modern pessimism. — English 
deism, however, in the nature of the case proved 
to be a transient phase of thought. It was in no 
sense a constructive movement, but represents a 
traditional orthodoxy with all its more vitalizing 
truths eliminated ; and the century which gave it 
birth saw also its disappearance. Various circum- 
stances conspired to bring about this result. After 
all, the watchword of rationalism was a zeal for 
knowledge (‘Sapere aude’), and, as the investiga- 
tion of nature took a wider range, phenomena dis- 
closed themselves on every side to ivhich the 
current apologetics were altogether inadequate. 
The eudiemonism, also, which characterizes in some 
sort the ethic of all the contemporary schools, 
orthodox and free-thinking alike, provoked its 
inevitable reaction, and a deeper analysis of human 
nature, illustrated in one phase by the cynicism of 
Mandeville and Swift and in another by the pro- 
found seriousness of Butler and William Law, 
brought to light features of moral experience which 
could not be ignored. Nor must the historic 
Lisbon earthquake of 1765 be forgotten — a cata- 
strophe which gave so rude a shock to the easy- 
going geniality of the age and left its mark upon 
the thinking of many of its foremost minds — 

* Tout est bien, dites>TOU8, et tout est n^cessalre. 

Quoi I J’universentier, sans ce gouffre infernal, 

Sans engloutir Lisbonne, etlt>Il ^td plus uial?* 

(Voltaire, Poeme sur le Disastre de Lis}jonne), 

But above all is to be reckoned here the influence 
of David Hume {q.v.). Against his searching 
inquiry into the validity of human knowledge the 
philosophy of the day was powerless, nor from this 
quarter was any justification forthcoming of the 
actual ills of life as his dispassionate scrutiny 
laid them bare. With the Treatise of Human 
Nature and the Dialogues a chapter in the history 
of European thought and feeling about existence 
definitely closes. The famous ‘ four evils ’ passage 
is fatal to all such vindication as could tlien be 
offered for a reasoned contentment with the order 
of the world. Another explanation, furnished 
perhaps from the side of ‘ revelation,’ Hume him- 
self professed to be ready to accept, but to the 
human mind ‘unaided’ the world-problem was 
insoluble. We have no line by which to measure 
it. In the main experience teaches that it does not 


work to the production of happiness, and for the 
rest we must hold our judgment in suspense. It 
18 ‘a riddle, an enigma, an inexplicable mystery.’ 

S. The pessimism of Schopenhauer.— It is to 
tnis SritiBn scBpticisni bbstti tliB p6ssin)istic doctrinB 
of later tiines is, at least indirectly, due. To the 
Kantian criticism of experience Schopenhauer owed 
his emancipation from the ‘ wickedness ’ of the 
Leibnizian representation of the world as fair and 
good, and, when he says this, he refers, of course, 
to the metaphysical presuppositions on which the 
representation rests. In the period of his ‘dog- 
matic^ slumber ’ Kant had himself leaned in that 
direction (see the essay on Optimism of 1795). In 
its more characteristic phase also his philosophy 
had undertaken to preserve for man an apprehen- 
sion of ultimate truth sufficient to justify faith and 
hope ; and later the Hegelian endeavour had been 
so to develop the doctrine of the Critique that 
thought is constitutive of experience ns to claim 
for existence a completely rational character and 
for ‘evil’ a necessary place in the evolution of 
the Idea. Nevertheless, the withdrawal of reality 
from the grasp of reason remains the corner- 
stone of the critical system, and to this feature 
of it Schopenhauer attaches himself resolutely. 
Already in his early Fourfold Root of the Principle 
of Sujfcient Reason (1813) he had maintained that 
the intelligence, in all its various activity, is 
inadequate to the attainment of ultimate truth, 
and in his classic treatise the severance of the two 
is carried out rigidly. The inner substance of 
things is hidden from us. We never perceive 
reality, but only appearance. Space, time, caus- 
ality Itself, belong to the phenomenal region, and 
to apply such categories— or any others— to the 
thing-in-itself is to impose upon the matter of 
knowledge a form which is foreign to it and to dis- 
tort it fatally. Thus ‘ life and dreams are leaves 
of the same book.’ The veil of mowa — Schopen- 
hauer is fond of the Indian terms — blinds the eyes 
of mortals, deceiving them with an illusory repre- 
sentation of existence which is no other than a 
mirage. And yet, it is added, if we will be content 
with that which is not properly knowledge hut 
rather supra-rational intuition, a certain sense of 
the very truth of things is not inaccessible to us 
after all. We are ‘ let into the citadel by trickery. 
In immediate feeling, namely, we realize our inner- 
most self as will, and, could we know other things 
with a like directness, we should be constrained 
to conceive them similarly. Not that such a 
notion can adequately represent the absolute 
nature of the world. Will suggests causation, and 
causation is merely subjective. As predicated oi 
the totality of existence, will must be taken lor 
a general concept, construed through its liignesi 
species. But, in default of a better— and force, 
energy, and the like are far less satisfactoiy w 
may legitimately apply it to the determination of 
the substance of things, and sum up the world 
accordingly in the formula. ‘ Idea and ‘ 

my idea, together with the One-and-All of infinite, 
endless, aimless activity and desire. 

Thus Schopenhauer solves the problem wiucd 
Kant gave up. If it be said that this is not wdl 
as conTmonly understood, the ot^lftion cannot be 
gainsaid. Yet Schopenhaueris system hmgos 
its being conceived in just this , , g 

has no part or lot in reason. S- 

to the phenomenal alone. ,The ultimate is 
lutely groundless’; apprehensible, if at all, 
means of this inner volitional 
which it most intimately reveals itself , and ,n 
pretahle, therefore, as an i"determinate crav ng, 
a blind, insatiable striving or hunger for being, 
which surges up nnceasingljyn us and K 

and which we and they truly are. And mtli 
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the essentially deceptive and ■worthless natnre of 
life is at once given. True, the appearance of a 
spiritual consciousness, able to pass such a judg- 
ment on that which gave it oirth, is nowhere 
accounted for. Admittedly it has enkindled itself 
in the human brain in a manner quite inexplicable. 
Here, indeed, is the true ‘ fall ’ or man, which has 
been followed by more than all the unhappy con- 
sequences of the Biblical story. With its emer- 
gence the entire illusion of existence necessarily 
arises. Once for all cliange and multiplicity have 
arrived, t\\& principium inaividvationis has begun 
to weave its endless spell, and in the shadowy 
panorama thus evoked Schopenhauer, curiously 
enough, recognizes the working of reason freely. 
For nature’s immanent teleology, e.g., he lias a 
frank and appreciative eye. The unity of the will 
as thing-in-itself secures that the parts of the 
world shall he thus inter-related, and in particular 
expresses itself in those successive grades of being 
which constitute an ordered series culminating in 
man. Yet this rational quality attaches merely 
to tlie shimmering illusion whicn we take for the 
world of time and space ; behind it reality retains 
its inherent character, essentially contrary to in- 
telligence, a-logical. The fact is apparent in man, 
in whom the will’s self-objectification is complete 
and the secret of the world is declared — man whose 
doom it is to furnish the final illustration of the 
will’s intrinsically nugatory character and to toil 
and yearn in a shadow-world of mere appearance 
after that which for ever eludes him. 

What function, then, is to be assigned to human 
intelligence in the economy of things ? Schopen- 
hauer’s reply is twofold. On the one hand, it 
serves to discover the sorrowful trutli as to the 
essential character of experience. In the dawn of 
experience we are deluded by the fancy that exist- 
ence is desirable and good, but from a belief so 
shallow the development of reason delivers us. 
To its wde-opened eye life presents a scene of 
meaningless monotonous labour, pursued to-day as 
yesterday and accomplishing mere disappointment 
and weariness. Not the most favoured can be 
designated happy ; life swings between the poles 
of desire experienced and desire attained, i.e. 
between the pain of empty craving and the still 
more unendurable pain of satiety and ennui, and 
the bitterest complaints of a Byron or a Leopardi 
are justified. Nay, i)sychology demonstrates how 
well-grounded these are by showing that of the 
two emotional elements of which our life is made 
up only pain, not pleasure, is positive. Of pleasure 
wo are aware only in the moment of its gratifica- 
tion ; it dies in the birth, and its place is taken by 
want or yearning. From the nature of the case, 
accordingly, man is the victim of an iindying 
ache, his pleasures are the alms thrown to 
the beggar, keeping him alive to-day that his 
misery may bo prolonged till to-morrow. On the 
other hand, the intelligence which thus lays bare 
life’s inward character avails likewise, in a true 
degree, to afford deliverance from its restless 
torture. Once awake to the illusory character of 
the world and of the satisfactions which it offers, 
the soul may make shift to ellect its escape from 
the whole m&gd world, and -this it achieves, in the 
case of tlio more highly gifted natures, in .aisthetic 
contemplation and enjoyment. The universality 
of the object with whicli art confronts the mind 
opons_ a way of salvation. In admiration of the 
beautiful in its ideal forms personal feeling, preju- 
diccj and desire disappear ; the individual, losing 
his individuality, becomes pure subject of know- 
ledge, ‘will-loss, painlc.ss, timeless’ — subject and 
object are one. And with this comes emancipa- 
tion. Reason, no longer the servant of the will, 
devising mc.ans for the fulfilment of its impulses 


and furnishing ever renewed illustration of the 
wretchedness attending the futile task, has become 
its vanquisher. The gnawing of desire is allayed. 
The_ wheel of Ixion stands still. The nature, if 
not in bliss, is at peace. 

And yet this, happily, docs not exhaust the 
power of reason to etfect the soul’s release from the 
misery of which it has rendered it aware. The 
way of resthetie appreciation is, ns Schopenhauer 
acknowledges, for the few; and even so it con- 
ducts them only to a momentary halting-place in 
the tread-mill round of experience, the satisfaction 
which it yields being always the more brief in pro- 
portion to its purity. But in morality, a passive 
and ascetic morality, a more catholic and abiding 
redemption is attainable. Human nature, indeed”, 
is of itself a mass of egoistic impulses, and the 
ordinary virtues are only more or less refined 
forms of selfishness. Nevertheless, all human egos, 
by right of a common origin, liave a latent sense 
or kinship, and this may bo developed and ex- 

f landed by reflexion. Of a srtminxtm bonum in the 
ight of which to order life there can on this 
system be no word at all. Yet metaphysically 
man is a moral being ; on the phenomenal side of 
his nature subject to necessity and a creature of 
mere greeds and whims, he is, more truly under- 
stood, a part of the great totality of existence, free 
as constituted properly of will, and fulfilling him- 
self in sympathy, self-sacrifice, and love. The 
ultimate "issue is self-denial in the form of denial 
of the will to live, and at this point religion comes 
in to confirm and make finally eilectivo the 
moralist’s teaching. Condemning the world wholly 
and insisting on the necessity of re-birth, it 
delivers man finally from his selfhood and unites 
him with that from which he came. In its full- 
ness such a consummation, it must be allowed, 
only beckons him from afar. Nor can its very 
character be truly descried by us. To sp^k of 
it with the saints under the denomination of 
ecstasy, trance, illumination, and the like, is to 
feed the mind with one lost illusion : how name an 
experience from which the whole conditions of 
intelligent apprehension, including the distinction 
of subject and object itself, have been removed? 
The soul has reached nirvana, a state to be 
described only by negatives. It is the region of 
‘the relative nothing.’ Ajid accordingly, os its 
author acloiowledges, this philosophy closes in a 
universal nihilism. 

' I( we have recognised the Inmost nature of the world as 
will and nil its phenomena as only the objectivity of will . . . 
we hove no desire to evade the consequence that with the will's 
denial end surrender oil those phenomena vanish. Tlint con- 
stant Btrupgle end cHort, without end and without reason, at 
nil the grades of objectivity, in which nnd through which the 
world consists; the multifarious forms succeeding each other 
in gradation ; the whole manifestation of the will ; and, finally, 
the universal forms of this manifestation, time nnd spnee, 
together with Its last fundamental form, subject and object — 
nil ore nbolished. Ko will ; no idea, no world ' (Die Well alt 
Wille nnd Vorntellumj, Eng. tr., i. 530f.). 

6. Hartmann. — Fatal as arc the metaphysical 
flaws in the view now sketched, one merit at least 
must be allowed to it. To Schopenhauer belong 
the credit of a resolute attempt to replace the 
unknown thing-in-itself of the Kantian piiilosophy 
by a principle positively revealed in experience, 
and, had he construed the Will which sustains and 
informs the world on any tolerable analogy with 
that of whoso working wo are aware in ourselves, 
he might have ranked ns one of the founders of 
that ethital idealism which in modern days has 
been found the best speculative support to faith. 
His refusal, liowever, to concede to this last ground 
of the world any share in reason nccessit.ated the 
sceptical conclusion, and proved, indeed, too 
violent a contradiction to be maintained. On 
these terms how account, e.g., for the organic 
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teleology of nature, of which Schopenhauer himself 
makes so much? Or for those typical forms of 
things in the contemplation of which he finds for 
the soul a respite from its unrest? Or for the 
emergence of reason upon the scene at all? As 
though, observes Hartmann, the only thought in 
the universe had arrived there by chance J For 
himself, most convinced of pessimists as he is, 
Hartmann sees the clear traces of intelligence at 
work everywhere. No natural theologian has 
ransacked the world more thoroughly to discover 
fresh illustrations of it. In nature, animate and in- 
animate, instances, he urges, abound ; in man him- 
self also, alike on the physical and on the spiritual 
side of his being; and in the human world of 
language, custom, polity, and religion which he 
has slowly built up around him. Above all does 
the order pervading the Avorld betray itself in 
history, which for Hartmann is no mere spectacle 
of meaningless change, but an impressive march of 
events, not imhindered, yet sure, to a definite goal. 
Yet reason in all this, it is maintained, does not 
work self-consciously, but rather after the manner 
of instinct. In its conscious form in man it pro- 
claims itself a faulty and feeble instrument for the , 
attaining of its ends ; in the world — and in the j 
subconscious region of human experience also — it 
is unaware of its o^vn procedure, and operates the 
more infallibly on that account. At tlie heart of 
existence, in short, is a great Unconscious, which, 
as universal immanent providence, unwearyingly, 
without error or hesitation, fashions all phenomena 
and guides all issues to their predetermined end. 

The Leibnizian flavour of such a view seems 
tolerably pronounced, and indeed Hartmann cordi- 
ally adopts the position that of all worlds this is 
the best — could a better have Iain in the omniscient 
Unconscious, it would have come to pass instead 
of the present one. Much of his ethic, too, is 
couched in the same paradoxical strain. The 
ascetic solution of the moral problem has no more 
contemptuous critic. From Schopenhauer’s pre- 
misses certain of his disciples had drawn the 
conclusion that virginity and suicide alone opened 
a way of escape from life’s ills, to which Schopen- 
hauer’s reply nad been that the denial of the will 
to live must include the refusal not only of its 
sorrows but of its joys. Hartmann, however, 
teaches a more robust doctrine. He would recon- 
cile men with life, and bids them lose themselves 
in the service of the whole. To make the ends of 
the Unconscious his own is the individual’s all- 
comprehending duty, and for the toil and sacrifice 
required of him he is to find support and impulse 
in mystical communion with the supreme power 
whose servant he is. Hartmann is very much in 
earnest about these views, as his various -writings 
on ethics and religion show, and aims professedly 
at nothing less than the engendering of the resolu- 
tion to lead a truly divine life, in which each finite 
task of the earthly course shall be transfigured in 
the divine light (see the Phanomenologie, Berlin, 
1879, passim). 

Nevertheless, although the best that is possible, 
the world is not on that account necessarily good, 
and on the basis thus laid down Hartmann en- 
deavours to rest a demonstration, more sweeping 
than Schopenhauer’s o^vn, that life is an essentially 
undesirable thing. The proof is partly experi- 
ential. Happiness is that for which all things 
strive. Nothing ‘so affects the world-e.ssence in 
its inmost core,’ nor is anything else discoverable 
which could be regarded as a final end. But 
happiness remains for ever beyond us. Pleasure, 
it is true, is a positive element in feeling, and only a 
shallow psychology could have led Schopenhauer to 
make the contrary assertion. Yet, when the pleas- 
ures and pains of life are summed and compared. 


the latter predominate vastly. The individual’s 
Hfe on earth is a prolonged disappointment; its 
fairest flowers and fruits wither as he plucks them. 
Equally illusory is the notion that satisfaction is 
attainable in the hereafter, since experience, so 
long as it remains conceivable at all, always 
retains this deceptive character. Nor does devo- 
tion to the cause of the world avail to bring true 
contentment, the world itself being doomed to 
ever-increasing suffering. True, the world ad- 
vances, but with its advancement come the multi- 
plication of its pains and an enhanced sensitiveness 
to them. Evolution, therefore, is no cure. We 
must forward, yet here is our curse. And, if in 
the acceptance of the end of the Unconscious lies 
a destiny indeed to be coveted by us, this is because 
the Unconscious, in His unswerving guid.ance of 
the world, is aiming at no positive consummation 
of its age-long labour, but rather at its redemption 
from all eflbrt and desire and the infinite frustra- 


tion to which these necessarily lead. 

Just this, Hartmann argues, is the case, and, in 
support of the dismal estimate of life to which a 
survey of its facts has led, he adds a metaphysic of 
his own. Alike in Eastern and in Western pessi- 
mism, it will have been observed, the root of the 
world’s sorrow had hitherto been found in the 
existence of the indi-vidual ; only with his dis- 
appearance may this be healed. And probably 
this thought is always implied in the pessimistic 
doctrine. ButHartmann gives it a turn of his own. 
Individuation for him also is an unsolved problem ; 
the creation of a world of finite things can only be 
rated a wholly inexplicable blunder. _ But at least 
the Unconscious ‘foresaw’ the possibility of its 
redemption. Within His nature are embraced both 
idea and will ; in other words. He is all-irise as 
well as all-powerful, and guides the world which 
blind will has originated with a skill which never 
fails. In particular. He brings consciousness upon 
the scene with a view to the world’s salvation. 
How it is accomplished is again mysterious: the 
self-contained peace of the unconscious is inter- 
rupted by an idea which ‘ falls upon it as from the 
skies.’ But with this the critical step has been 
taken. The more consciousness deepens and 
expands, the clearer and more commanding be- 
comes the discovery of life’s essentially evil ana 
futile character, and with the process of intelli- 
gence and the evolution of mankind: the conviction 
may be expected to spread and take possession of 
all men, until by a common not of will the race 
decrees its own extinction, and along with that 
the disappearance of the world-system of 
man is the consummation. So existence shoum 
relapse into the Unconscious again. _ What the 
unconscious idea never could have attamed,_to iiit, 
the emancipation of the will, together with the 
entire creaturely world to which it has given rise, 
from its unblessed condition, consciousness, ivhen 
developed to the full, either in humanity or m a 
race of supermen who will succeed us in this 
planet, shall have secured, ‘ hurlin" back ih P 
way the total volition of the world into nothing- 
ness, so that the -world-process ends without a 
residuum left from which to set out once inore. 
Thus pessimism is reconciled ivith optimism. 
This is the best world possible— such a 
namely, as attains salvation, not one whose tortn 
is perpetuated for ever. 

7 . Critical remarks.— It isnot 
separately the various doctrines 
in so far as they represent divers types of P 
phical theory their detailed criticism 
the scope of this article, and 

ipologia is dealt with elsewhere (see art. Til - 

i'here need be no liesitation, ^ipw-ever, 
ing that the metaphysic on which the p 
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view is founded is an impossible one. No coherent 
account of things can be erected on the presupposi- 
tion of their inherent irrationality. AH that can 
be meant is that, in the world as Icnown to us, 
there is much that baffles intelligence and which 
we never succeed in bringing into line with our 
desires, and so much may be admitted freely with- 
out accepting the pessimistic conclusion. Indeed, 
neither inference, the optimistic as little as the 
pessimistic, is capable of being sustained. It is a 
mere extravagance of speculation to contend that 
this is either the best or the worst of conceivable 
worlds. How shall the human mind, which is but 
one of its innumerable constituents, rise to a point 
of view from which to judge the universe ns a 
whole and relatively to anything else? The 
standard by which to try its worth must neces- 
sarilj' be furnished from within itself ; nor may we 
go further than to say that, tested so, existence is, 
on the balance perhaps, desirable or the reverse. It 
must be acknowledged, further, that in the judg- 
ment which asserts this there is always a subjec- 
tive element, with regard to which nothing more 
can be said. It is a value-judgment, and values 
can only be asserted, not proved. In the_ contro- 
versy as to the goodness of the world, that is, there 
comes a point at which discussion is closed. If 
that which to one disputant is good to the other is 
merely evil, what can further argument avail ? It 
is always possible to deny the worth of that which 
the world generally has agreed to hold most worthy, 
and to consider it to be the aim of all praiseworthy 
cflort to arrest the wheels of progress and to empty 
life of desire. And to such a contention wliat 
answer can be given? Unless, indeed, that the 
light is sweet and it is a pleasant thing to behold 
the sun, and that it is just by those interests and 
ideals which the pessimist despises that men live 
and in them is the life of the spirit. 

At the same time, two general remarks may bo 
offered with regard to this whole mode of apprais- 
ing existence. It will have been noticed that the 
standard applied throughout has been broadly the 
eudremonistic one. On both sides it has been as- 
sumed that the supremely desirable thing is happi- 
ness. The universe is to be judged by the measure 
in which it lends itself to its production, and all 
that remains is to interrogate experience as to this 
and register the finding reached. But this in itself 
would seem an impossible task. It may be pro- 
secuted so far, indeed, and the result may not 
improbably be to furnish the pe.ssimist philosophy 
with a partial justification. It is at least well to 
be confronted with the facta of existence, and to 
the more searching examination of nature and 
humanity by later times it is due that the flimsy 
geniality of the deistio mood can never return 
again. Yet it must always be beyond us to cast up 
the sum of the pleasures and pains of the universe 
and weigh them against each other; and in our 
own human case the inherent futility of the attempt 
to estimate in this way the worth of life becomes 
more than ever apparent. Here these elements of 
emotional experience juovo extraordinarily elusive, 
and even dissolve into one another in the most 
baffling manner. From pain itself a singul.ar satis- 
faction is not seldom derived. Effort and labour, 
hardshi]> and danger, self-abnegation, martyrdom, 
and death are what prove able mo.st of all to 
summon forth men's energies and to yield them 
what they crave, plainlj- implving that plcasur.able 
feeling is at most only* one element in the object 
of desire. In trufh, the pessimist's inventory of 
life’s disadvantage's and urawbacks is manifestly 
at fault. Exi)oriencc candidlj" examined discloses 
compensations of whicli he fails to take account, 
and, above all this, that the possession of a 'fsood 
will ’ infinitely outweighs, and is altogether incom- 


parable with, the indubitable ills to which he 
points. 

That it should leave no room for the recognition 
of such a factor in experience, or, in other words, 
for the appearance of free ethical personality in 
the world, is a further and final defect in the pessi- 
mist view of things. Such a creed is necessarily 
monistic, and monism is incompatible with all 
those interests in the light of which alone existence 
can bo rightly judged. It is indifferent whetlier, 
ns in the case of the doctrines adverted to, the 
monism be of a spiritualistic order or take the 
shape of that scientific naturalism wliicb is perhaps 
still more widely accountable for the despairing 
strain to be detected in modem thought and litera- 
ture. In citlier case the essence of the world 

P ermits of no disintegration of its unity, and in- 
ividuality, human or other, has no reality or 
rights at all. As against all such metaphysical 
per%'ersity the soul must ever assert her own sup- 
remacy. Free intelligent personality is the liighest 
fomi of being accessible to us. In it alone is a 
medium furnislied through which to constnie tbo 
cosmic process, and only when viewed in relation 
to its perfecting does that process become intelli- 
gible or even tolerable. Even so it may be impos- 
sible to say why bunian nature should be fashioned 
thus — ^^vhy the whole creation should groan and 
travail in pain together in order to the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God. It is enough that that 
supreme result is being acliioved. Amid the world’s 
evanescence, unreliability, and manifold snffering 
the production of moral cuaracler goes steadily for- 
ward, the soul being, ns Boehme says, ‘bruised 
and pressed and set to endure much, yet is it the 
6cr\‘nnt in God’s vineyard which prepareth tho 
precious wine of righteousness to be drunk in His 
Kingdom.’ Nor is it known what righteousness 
is unless it be acknowledged that no age-long, 
heaviest cost should bo too great a purcha.se-price 
to pay for its realization. 

Lttesjitdju!.— F or Buddhltt pessimism see Asemasu Bud- 
dhist), Bactm*, find literature there reterrcfl to, esp. H. Olden- 
berg, Bitdilha, Berlin, 18SI, Enp. tr., lyondon, 1882. Belbniz’s 
optimistic doctrine nppears in Ins phllosophitail writings pener- 
ttlly, of which tlierc ore many odd. (the Intest by 0. J. Gcrli&rdc, 
Vie phitos. Schriften von O.'U'. icitnfr, Berlin, 1875-90). Tlic 
Nonadolo^ie, with certain shorterpicccs, hnsbeen translated by 
K. Lntta (Oxford, 1893), wlio adds n useful exposition and notes. 
English optimism is most clearly dclincd in Lord Sbaflcs- 
bury, Characteristiet, London, 1711, and Lord Bolingbroke, 
Collected Il’orie, do. 1763-51, and Is treated in all hlrtorie* of 
philosophical and religious thought dealing with the period 
(e.p., G. V. Lech’—, s'— s .>.• Jjritmut, .Stuttgart, 

1841, and Leslie 1 ■ ’ ■ ■ . ■ '■■■ ■ ' . ' Thought in the ISth 

Centvrg, Londor. ' t modern European 

pessimism are A. Schopenhauer, jjie ii ell al> li’iVfe und Cbr. 
tlellung, Leipzig, 1819, ^1859, Eng. tr. by It. B. Haldane and J, 
Kemp, London, 1833-80, and C. R, E. von Hartmann, Philo, 
tophie des l/niem.^sten, Berlin, 1803,91332, E.ng. tr. by W. C. 
CoupLmd, London, 1834. Histories of Philosophy and of tlie 
Philosophy of KeIi;don devote more or less space to the subject, 
and monographs on special aspects of it are numerous. Among 
them may be mentioned JL Sully, Pt^timism, a History and a 
Critieitm, London, 1S77 ; E. M. Caro, Ve PeeHmirme an IPitme 
tilete, Paris. 1378; E. DUhring, Der Verthdes Letens, Breslau, 
1805; W. Gass, Optimitmue vnd Pesfimirmm, Berlin, 1870; 
J. Volkclt, Vas (Tnheicvfste iind der P/stimismiit, do. 1873; A, 
Domcr, Pessiinismut, Sietrsehe und Xaturalitmut, mil beson- 
derer Beziehung atif die Iteligion, I/:iprig, 1911. See also artt. 
Goon ASD Evil, and Tiraomor. AlEX. MaBTIN. 

PESSIMISM (Indian). — i. Types of pessi- 
mism. — Three types may bo dislingniAiied : en- 
vironmental, tcinperainental, and philosophical. 
The first is dno to the h.ardships of one’s surround- 
ings, the trj’ing nature of the cliniatc, etc. ; the 
second to the tendency, tcmpcramentallj-, to look 
upon the dark side oi" things ; and the third to 
one's philosophy of life. Three kinds of pressure, 
then, may weigh down llic human spirit and make 
its mood and outlook pesfimistic. Moreover, men 
may bepcssimisUc conccniing citlier the life which 
is or the life whicii is to come, or concerning both. 
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The most liopeless pessimism is -when neither this 
world nor the next is regarded as of any value, 
wlien ‘vanity of vanity’ is n-ritten upon all that 
is. Such is the pessimism of the Cluirvakas, the 
Indian analogue of the Cyrenaics. 

2. Causes of Indian pessimism. — As to the fact 
of Indian pessimism there is no doubt; Indian 
literature is a sufficient proof. But as regards 
its cause or causes there is much doubt and dis- 
cussion. Some scholars hold that the cause is 
environmental. 

•India herself, through her climate, her nature, and her 
economic conditions, furnishes reasonable ground for pessimism' 
(Bloomfield, Iteliyion of the Veda, p. 264). 

• Wlien wo come ... to consider the imaginative and Intel, 
leotual faculties, the influence of environment is no less im- 
portant. The great majority of the population inhabits the 
plains. . . . Nature here displays herself in her more ruthless 
moods— torrential rains at one season, scorching heat in another, 
bailstomis or earthquakes, outbreaks of disease the dangers of 
which are intensified by the neglect of sanitary precautions 
habitual to the people. Congestion of population in many parts 
involves a struggle for bare e.vistcnco which begins witli child- 
hood and ends only with the grave. This condition of things 
encourages a pessimistic mode of belief, an apathetic submission 
to the spirits, mostly malignant, which are believed to control 
human life. _ A powerful priesthood and the bondage of caste 
repress originality of thought and freedom of action. Hence 
comes the habitual melancholy of the people of the plains which 
strikes every obsen’er' (\V, Crooke, Natives o/ lioHhem India, 
p. Uf.). 

There is some foundation, too, for holding that, 
as the fusion of the invading Achreans and Dorians 
with the Minoans of the Mediterranean may have 
helped to mould the artistic temperament of the 
Greeks, so the fusion of the invading Aryans with 
the aboriginal Dravidians may have helped to pro- 
duce a melancholy temperament. It is certainly 
true that the history of the Indian Aryans from 
the beginning of the Vedio a^e down to the great 
Upani^ads may be characterized as a movement 
from optimism to pessimism. And there were 
other changes scarcely less significant. Phallic 
worship is scorned in the Eigveda (Vll. xxi. 5, X. 
xeix. 3), but later it becomes common. There is 
no clear trace of transmigration in the Rigveda, 
hut by the time of the Uvanisad^ it is a funda- 
mental article of faith. These changes in mood 
and worship and doctrine require explanation. 
The climate and life of India may have gradually 
affected the temper of the invading Aryans Avithont 
appreciably diminishing their powers of thought.' 
Some facts of modern India strengthen this possi- 
bility; Kipling’s Kim is a picture (quite true to 
life in particular instances) of a European lad born 
in India who so felt the lure of Eastern ways that 
he became the disciple of a wandering Tibetan 
monk. The Anglo-Indian population are especially 
open to such influences and not infrequently dabble 
in the magic practices of India. In their cose not 
only the influence of environment but also that of 
blood seems to tell. But Indian pessimism presents 
itself not primarily as a feeling of Avorld-weariness 
due to the pressure of an untoward environment, 
nor as a temperamental tendency to look upon the 
dark side of things, but rather as an articulated 
system of thought, the product of Indian meta- 
physical speculation. Such is the opinion of 
Oldenberg and Barth, and in fact of most scholars. 
But such speculation may have had its roots in a 
trying environment or in a bias towards pessimism 
due to a melancholy temperament.^ 

3. Psychology of Indian pessimism- — ^There are 
three antitheses which are significant for pessi- 

1 ‘ Die Trennung der Inder von den Irnniern war fur die nach 
SUdosten ziebenden der Verzioht oder der letzte abschliessendo 
Schritt zuin Verzicht auf die Tlioilnalime an dem grosser! Welr- 
kampt der Volker gewesen, in welclicm die gesunde Manidich- 
keit der westlichen Nationen herangereift ist. In der uppigen 
Stille ilires nenen Ileiniatlilandes liaben jene Arier, die liruder 
der vornehinsten Nationen Eurojras, mit der dunkeln Urbecblk- 
eruny Indiens sich vennischend, ininier inelir die Characterziige 
des iiindutliunrs in sich cntwickelt’ (Oidenberg, Die Religion 
des Veda, p. 2). 


mism : (a) false knoivledge, or illusion, versus true 
knowledge, or reality ; (6) unpleasant feolino- or 
suffering, versus pleasant feeling, or bliss • and (c) 
wrong volition, or evil, verstts right volition, or 
good. 'The intellectual and the emotional anti- 
theses alone have significance in Hindu thonglih 
Bondage is due to nescience (avidya), and nescience 
manifests itself in suffering. In other words, what 
on its intellectual side is false knowledge is on its 
emotional side suffering. Such is the teaching of 
virtually all the six systems of Indian philosophy. 
The same connexion between the intellectual and 
the emotional is indicated in the famous definition 
of Brahman as reality, thought, and bliss (snc/icAi- 
duTianda). The third antithesis, the ethical, is the 
one emphasized in Hebrew and Christian thought. 
The doctrine of personality, which is the doctrine 
of the will, has received scant justice in India. Of 
the three directions of mental function— cognition, 
feeling, and ivilling: — the Indian systems of philo- 
sophy have to do with cognition and feeling, witli 
the lirst predominantly, with the second to a less 
extent, but ivith volition hardly at all. Volition, 
the crown of the whole mental process, is largely 
left out. _ Hence Indian mental life, being divorced 
to a considerable extent from healthy volition, has 
been marked by extravagant thinking and morbid 
feeling. Volition, while having its roots in know- 
ing and feeling, should react upon them in the way 
of criticism. (Inly a strong volitional life, whether 
individual or national, can prevent thought from 
being erratic and feeling from being morbid. Nmv, 
according to Indian thought, bondage is defined ns 
false thinking and unpleasant feeling, but not 
(except perhaps in the case of Buddhism) ns wrong 
willing. That is, bondage is defined in intellectual 
and emotional, but not in ethical, terms. _ Herein 
lies the great difference betiveen Indian and 
Hebrew thought. In harmony with the emphasis 
in India on knowing and feeling is the fact that 
Indian thought is in general rationalistic cud 
Indian life not infrequently hedonistic. The poles 
of Indian experience seem to be the rationalistic 
calm of the ascetic philosopher, on the one hand, 
and the hedonistic excess of the ivealthy prince, 
on the other. The pessimism of the ascetic philo- 
sopher is due to his feeling of the Avorthlessness of 
tlie phenomenal world as contrasted w’ith the 
changeless bliss of the atman ; that of the wealthy 
prince, to the feeling of satiety and disgust due to 
unbridled excess. Bhartrhari’s Satakas are a good 
illustration of the latter. The failure of tlie Indian 
mind riglitly to estimate the importance of volition 
may be due partly to the influence of climate. In 
reference, further, to the relation between knowing 
and feeling, it is ivell known that cognition usually 
precedes feeling, and feeling colours cognition. 
W e see a picture and admire it. W e hear a dis- 
cord and loathe it. But sometimes even pnor to 
cognition there is present a great ni^s of feehng, 
Avhether pleasant or unpleasant, Avhich furmslies 
the atmosphere in ivliich, so to speak, cognition 
does its Avork. Nothing can easily make a man 
pessimistic ivho looks at things thrqugli the atmo- 
sphere constituted by a pleasant feeling tone ; ana, 
on the other hand, nothing can easily make a man 
optimistic avIio looks at things through the atmo- 
sphere of an unpleasant feeling tone. V 
apparently taken place in India is this. Cognition, 
having to do Avith uncomfortable enAuronmento 
conditions, has been accompanied by 
feeling; and, on the o^^'er ^ipd, a mcIanchoH 
temperament, possibly the fruit of tlie fm 
Aryan and Dravidian in India, has 
medium through Avliicli the Hindu ‘ - 

looked at the facts of life. Neither think n- nor 
feeling has been tested and controlled bj aa liiinfe- 
Tlie result is that in India we have a rea-onrd 
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pessimism, wliicli apparently has its outward 
source in an untoward environment and its inner 
source in a melancholy temperament, the thouglit 
which elaborated tlie pessimistic view of life never 
liaving been adequately challenged and tested by 
the activities of the volitional life. The provisional 
result, then, is that Indian pessimism is at once 
environmental, temperamental, and speculative. 
Of course, this is all very tentative and hypo- 
thetical. 

4 . Pessimism as related to the great Brah- 
manical doctrines. — Indian pessimism can be 
understood only as it is related to the great 
doctrines of Brahman, karma, and transmigration 
— in other words, onl}’- as it is set in the context of 
Indian thought. Thus Bloomfield (p. 212) refers 
to ‘ the twin factors of metempsychosis and pessi- 
mism’ as the doctrinal difi'erentia of any truly 
Hindu system. 

(а) Brahman and ptssimism. — The watchword of 
the advaiia doctrine of oankaracharya is identity. 
The great confession of faith is ekam evadvitiyam, 
‘one only without a second,’ and the personal 
assurance of the emanomated soul is aJiam Brah- 
ma, ‘I am Brahman.’ The theory is that, as soon 
ns I am able to realize this identity, then tiie whole 
machinery of multiplicity, of karma and transmi- 
gration, falls away, and there is nothing left but 
Brahman, the ‘ one only without a second,’ and ‘ I 
am Brahman.’ Brahman is declared to be ‘ reality, 
thought, and bliss,’ and the way of realizing one’s 
identity with this supreme reality is the way of 
knowledge. This way is theoretically open to all, 
some time or other, in the course of the process of 
rebirtli — the way into the highest reality, thought, 
and bliss. "Why, then, should not the doctrine of 
Brahman be regarded as a splendid optimism, a 
message of good tidings for every soul t It seems 
to hold out Sj everyone the hope of ultimate union 
with Brahman — certainly a magnificent goal. 
"Wliy, then, is pessimism connected with such a 
.splendid conception! One reason may be sug- 
gested. The indefinable Brahman, being imner- 
Eonal and without action, cannot be conceived as 
a source of comfort and help for needy mortals. 
He (or it) may be thought of as the sum of all 
perfections, but the glorious Brahman, perfect in 
reality, thought, and bliss, is not a god of grace, 
but only an ultimate reality posited in such a way 
ns to suggest overwhelmingly the worthlessness of 
the phenomenal world. 

‘ The glorification ot the Atman becomes Involuntarily an ever 
increasingly hitter criticism of this world ' (Oldenberg, Buddha ; 
hit Life, hu Doctrine, hit Order, Eng. tr., London, 1682, p. 42). 

How diflbrent might it have been, had the 
ethical and gracious Varunn been the ‘ one only 
without a second’ in a true theistic devotion on 
the part of the Indian people ! Then, in spite of 
an unhappy climate and possibly a melancholy 
temperament, the religious life of the Indian 
people might have been radiant with hope. 

(б) Pessimism as related to karma and transmi- 
gration. — The psychological explanation of the 
origin of the doctrine of karma [q.v.) is not dilfi- 
cult It is the experience of all that in the case of 
moral merit or demerit there are numerous illus- 
ti-ations of the truth of the saying that ‘ whatsoever 
a man soweth that shall ho also reap.’ Such facts 
of experience furnish the starting-point for specula- 
tion. That which is true in general of ethical 
action in this life is extended in several directions, 
.so as to cover not only moral action, but also all 
action without exception, and not only the deeds 
done in this life, but also the deeds done in past 
and future lives. 

The twin doctrines of karma and transmigr.ation 
first appear definitely in the Upani.sads There is 
no clc.ar trace of either in the hymns of the Big- 


veda. It was only when the personal gods of the 
Bigveda had become merged more or less completely 
into the pantheistic and impersonal one and all of 
thp XJpanisads that the doctrine of an automatic 
prinpiple of retribution arose. The passing of the 
Vedic gods left a place for Icarma. Karma is the 
theory of recompense, and transmigration states 
ho\y the decrees of karma are carried out. Now it 
is highly significant that karma and transmigration 
and_ a pessimistic view of life arose together in 
India. Some hold that karma is the cause of 
Indian pessimism. Whether this is so or not, it is 
by virtue of karma, the creative efiect of deeds, 
that, according to Hindu belief, the soul is bound 
for ever to the round of phenomenal existence, 
unless some means of release is found. This 
dreary round of repeated births and deaths consti- 
tutes for Hindu thought the tragcd 5 ' of life. 
Phenomenal existence is miserable existence, and 
the two doctrines which govern phenomenal exist- 
ence are karma and transmigration. They are 
both linked up naturally, then, with a pessimistic 
view of life. It is true that Aarma and transmi- 
gration are, intcllectnally considered, impressive 
doctrines. For every soul the ‘one far oft' diidne 
event’ is emancipation from the bondage of re- 
peated births and deaths and union with Brahman, 
riio formula is simple : every man the arbiter of 
his ovra destiny, and salvation virtually an eternal 
proce.ss. Why should not this profound conception 
lend itself to an optimistic view of life! One 
reason may be this : the whole burden of the 
achievement of emancipation rests upon man, and 
man knows himself to be needy, sinful, helpless — 
in fact, too weak to carry such a burden. Hence 
the prospect of emancipation recedes into the far 
distant future, and tiie ordinary Hindu hardly 
dares to hope for release before he has passed 
through countless births. Thus ho is chained to 
the phenomenal, and the phenomenal is illusory 
and sorrowful, and ‘hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick.’ 

5 . Effects of Indian pessimism. — The doctrine of 
the illusory and worthless character of the world 
has had its effect upon the mind and life of India. 
Thought and feeling are consonant with the worth- 
lessness of the world, but volition means adjust- 
ment to a real world ; and, if great deeds are to bo 
done, the present world must be regarded as real and 
worthful. This is the e.xplanation of the statement 
of Macdonell that early India wrote no history, 
bec.ausc it never made any. 

‘The Brahmsin . , . had curly embraced the doctrine that 
all action and existence arc a positive evil, and could therefore 
have felt but little inclination to chronicle hietorical events' 
(/lift, of Sanskrit Literature, p. 11). 

Still another effect of the theory of the worth- 
lessness of the world is seen in the tremendous 
hold which the ascetic life has always had upon 
the people of India. The worthlessness of the 
world and the evil of activity logically involve the 
renunciation of the world ana a life of meditation. 
Again, ns Bloomfield points outjp. 264), ‘there is 
in all Hindu thought no expression of hope for the 
race, no theorj' of betterment all along the line.’ 
We may find a rellexion of this mood in the reten- 
tion of the ancient and widely accepted system of 
the four yugas, according to which the golden age 
is placed in the past rather than in the future, a 
thing to look back to rather th.an to look forward 
to, the direction of things being steadily down- 
ward from good to bad and finally to the worst, 
and the four yugas reiioating themselves endlessly 
without maknig any advance. In this programme 
is embodied the hopeles.snc,vs of IndiaV social out- 
look. 

6 . Influences Qualifying Indian pessimism. — The 
pcssimi.-in) of Intiin, however, must not be exagger- 
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ated. There are many things which tend to break 
its force. No one can be a pessimist (except in 
theory) when life is joyous and hopeful; and the 
people of India have, on the whole, their share of 
the natural joys of life. Then, too, all theistic and 
devotional movements tend to be optimistie,^ such 
as the various bhakti movements and the theisms 
of modern India— c.y., Islam, Sikhism, Christian- 
ity, the Brahma, Samaj, the Arya Saniaj, etc. In 
the case of the Arya Samaj the pessimistic influ- 
ence of the doctrines of karma and transmigration 
is more or less counteracted by the acceptance of 
theism. ■ It is the same in the case of Islam, where 
the belief in fate is robbed to a considerable e.xtent 
of its sting by a belief in Allah, the author of fate. 
In creating an appreciation for things belonging to 
this world, such as good government, freedom, 
equality, education, social reform, good bank de- 
posits, etc., the British Government has exercised 
very great influence. The effect of Christian 
missions has been equally conspicuous in helping 
to produce an attitude of optimism. 

7. Chronology of Indian pessimism. — One of the 
most striking contrasts in the history of thought is 
that between the optimism of the Vedic age and 
the pessimism which gradually settled down like a 
pall upon the spirit of India and finally obtained its 
creedal statement in Buddha’s doctrine of sufler- 
ing. The Rigvedic age was an age of appreciation 
of the good things of life, and of strenuous effort 
to secure them. The interesting thing is that the 
growing appreciation of the value of the present 
life, now observable in India, marks a kind of 
return to the spirit of the Rigveda. 

Thus there are three stages in the history of 
Indian pessimism : (a) from optimism to pessimism, 
the movement e.xtending from the Bigveda to the 
great Upanisads (c. 1400-800 B.C.); (b) pessimism 
attaining in the 5th cent. B.c. its climax in 
Buddha’s four noble truths (800 B.O.-A.D. 1800); 
(c) from pessimism to optimism, the British 
Government and Christian missions (a.d. 1800 to 
the present time). 

Litebature. — M. Bloomfield, The Religion of the Veda, 
New York, 1908 ; A. Barth, The y -'-— ,t Wood, 
London, 1882; E. W. Hoplcia; ' 'a, do. 

1896 ; G. F. Moore, ffist. of I . . 1914 ; 

J. N. Farquhar, The Croton of Uindtiism, London and New 
York, 1913, llodem Religious Movements in India, New York, 
1915 ; W. Crooks, Natives of Northern India, London, 1907 ; 
H. H. Risley, The People of India”, ed. W. Grooke, do. 1915; 
A. A. Macdonell, A Hist, of Sanskrit Literature, do. 1905 ; 
L. von Schroeder, Indiens Literatur und Cultur, Leipzig, 
1887; H. OIdenberg',i)iki?cZrpj£m to Fedo, Berlin, 1894; Max 
Muller, The Six Sgstems of Indian Philosophy, London, 1899 ; 
P. Deussen, Sechzig (Ipanishad's des Veda, Leipzig, 1897, The 
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H. V. Griswold. 

PETITE EGLISE (ANTICONCORDA- 
TAIRES). — When on the point of concluding the 
concordat with the French Government (see artt. 
Concordat, Gallicanism), Pope Pius nr. re- 
quested the French bishops who had fled the 
country to resign their sees within ten days. Tlie 
concordat was signed on 10th Sept. 1801, and on 
29th Nov., by the bull Qui Ghristi Domini, Pius 
yii. abolished 167 archbishoprics and bishoprics 
and established 50 new ones in place of them. 
Several of the bishops holding sees resigned as the 
pope demanded ; but others refused to do so. 
Fourteen of the latter, residing in London, issued 
on 23rd Dec. 1801 a memorial in which they stated 
the reasons which prevented them from complying 
with the pope’s demand. They admitted his pos- 
session of a primacy derived from St. Peter, which, 

1 ‘The super-imposition ot the Yoga on the atheistic Sankbya 
lightened the gloom of even that ultra-pessimistic si’stem ' (G. F. 
Moore, Hist, of Religions, i. 350). ^ 


however, far from placing him above the canons 
was a special reason why he should observe them’ 
and cause others to do the like. They added that 
^le bishops are by divine right leaders in the 
Church ; that their connexion with their own 
Church can be broken only by death, by a legal 
judgment in conformity with the discipline of the 
Church, or by a voluntary and canonical resigna- 
tion; that, speaking for themselves, they had 
always during their exile cared for their dioceses; 
and that the new concordat was in their judgment 
more likely to destroy than to benefit religion. 
Several other bishops agreed to this memorial. 
Next, 38 bishops in conference in London addressed 
a canonical remonstrance to Pius vii. on Gtli April 
1803. _ This document is not merely a work of 
le.aming and eloquence, but an important official 
utterance, in which these prelates, appealing to 
Scripture and tradition, develop the principles sot 
out in the memorial of 1801. These bishops, then, 
continued to administer their dioceses through 
priests who shared their convictions in regard to 
the concordat. It is these ‘ Anticoncordataires’ 
wlio were henceforth called the Petite Eglise. 

The members of the Petite Eglise, and especially 
the priests, were subjected to many persecutions 
and annoyances from the government, both under 
Napoleon I. and under Louis XVIII. and Charles X. 
Gradually the clergy of the Petite Eglise diminished 
in number. It is remarkable that the bishops 
ordained no priests, believing perhaps that the 
concordat would not last long. The last survivor 
of these prelates, Alexandre de Cheraines, bishop 
of Blois, even refused to ordain some candidates 
who were presented to' him, because they held 
Jansenist opinions. Some groups in_ the Petite 
E"lise were imbued with the latter ideas, while 
others were extremely opposed to them. 

After 1830, when the clergy were reduced to the 
bishop of Blois (de Chdmines) and some priests, 
the question arose whether, in view of the fact that 
the pre-concordat bishops were dead, the bishops 
of the concordat ought not to be regarded as law- 
ful. A negative answer was arrived at, on the 
principle that, the apostolic succession having been 
broken, the effects of the rupture were enduring 
The decisions of ancient councils were also appealed 
to. One of these, held at Benevento in 1087 by 
Pope Victor m., had decreed as follows : 

* The sacrnments of penance and communion are to be received 
only at the hands of a Catholic priest; if none such is to be 
found, it is better to remain without communion and to receive 
it invisibly from our Lord.' 

And this soon became the state of the members of 
the Petite Eglise. By death and defections their 
numbers gradually diminished, so that towards 
the end of the 19th cent, there remained no more 
than a few groups in France, and one in the 
Belgian diocese of Malins. , 

The largest group is that of Denx-Sevres ana 
La Vendde. This has more than 3000 members, 
and is growing. Its centre is a hamlet of PJmno- 
lihre, a commune of Courlay (Deu.v-Sfcvres), 
there is a large church where laymen sing tiie 
offices in Latin, according to the ancient liturgy 
of Paris, and read instructions in French. Lvep 
Sunday 600 or 700 worshippers, and on higli lesn- 
vals as many as 2000, attend service. 

The congregation of Lyons has also a plac® 
worship where divine service is held in 1 rencn, 
according to the ancient liturgy "f Lyons. Dim 
group, although greatly reduced, still Ija® 
hundreds of members at Lyons and 
bourhood. In 1869, when the 
sitting, these two conmegations 
for the recognition of the pre-concordat bis P ' 
the condition of their own return to the Eonmn 
obedience ; but the attempt failed ; ana 
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Council, by declaring the pone to be immediately 
the bishop of each diocese, laid down a principle 
the direct contrary of that by which the opponents 
of the concordat had been guided. 

The congregations of the Charollais {Sa6ne-et- 
Loire) and of Fareins (Ain) contain about 300 
persons eacli ; those of the Isfcre and the Hautes- 
Alpes contain each scarcely 30 persons ; that of 
the neighbourhood of Fougferes (llle-et-Vilaine) is 
reduced to a few persons ; that of Massat (Aribge) 
is almost extinct ; and the congregation at Mont- 
Saint-Jean (Sarthe) has joined the Church of 
the concordat, with the exception of a few old 
people. 

The members of these groups read privately in 
their own liomes, in French, the ofhces of tlie 
Church, generally according to the ancient liturgy 
of Lyons, and, in addition, the Holy Scriptures 
and W'orks of piety. Each house has a private 
chapel, jealously screened from vulgar eyes. It is, 
indeed, a tradition among the Anticoncordataires, 
except those of Deux-Sbvres and La Vendie, that 
their religious practices must be veiled in mystery. 
This is no doubt a consequence of the perse- 
cutions which they had to endure in the first half 
of the 19th century. 

With all of them the only sacrament adminis- 
tered is baptism. This is given by a member of 
the community chosen for the purpose. The same 
member conducts funerals, reciting the ancient 
liturgical prayers of the Church, and also presides 
at marriages. Children are taught the ancient 
diocesan catechism by their oven parents, who also 
prepare them for a first (spiritual) communion. 
They all strictly observe the old festivals abolished 
by the concordat, as well as the days of fasting 
and abstinence, according to the usage of the 
ancient Church. Some of them have desired 
the re-establishment of the ecclesiastical ministrj', 
but the greater number appear not to feel the 
want of it, and seem almost to regard their present 
condition as tlie normal one. 

The members of the Petite EgHse lead an indus- 
trious, simple, and peaceable h/e, which wins the 
respect of their neighbours. Their morality is 
generally high. They number in Franco at the 
present time over 4000 individuals. 

Literatuus. — Mf.moirt drs iv^ques /rnn^ais d Lon~ 

dres, nnd Traduction dcs Jt/clamations eanoniijuts (reprints), 
Lj’ons, 1S9S ; Controverse vacifique ntr lc3 jirincipalcs qtwKtions 
gui divUent et troubknt I'llglise paiii'cnnc, pnr tin utcmlnre de 
VUglire nalUcane, 2 vols., London, 1S02 ; R. F. X. Be.nunicr, 
Dcs JUtractationf, VcndOmc. 1S3S; L. Sdclio, Dernirra 
JamsinUtes, S volR., Paris, ISO! ; J. E. B. Droclion, La Petite 
Eglise, do. ISOl ; J. Bricaud, La Petite Eglise anticoticorda- 
taire, do. 1000. GEORGES VOLET. 

PEYOTE RITE.— ‘Peyote’ is the name of a 
small cactus plant (the Jn/iafoniiitti or Lophophora 
of system atists), found along the lower Rio Grande 
and southward in Mexico. It resembles a rndi.sh 
in .size and shape, only the top being visible above 
the ground. The white blossom is later superseded 
by a tuft of white down, which is sliced and dried 
into the so-called ‘button,’ which alone is eaten 
north of the Mexican boundary, while south of it 
the entire plant is sliced, dried, nnd used in decoc- 
tion. The peyote must not bo confounded with 
tlie mescal or maguey cactus. 

Much more widely diffused nowadays than the 
peyote plant is the peyote cult.^which has spread 
northward so as to reach the Kiowa, Comanche, 
Arap.aho, Cheyenne, Pawnee, Onialm, Winnebago, 
nnd Oghila Dakota. Among the Winnebago it 
jins caiiscd a schism, the peyote-worshippers being 
sharplj* distinguished from and even hostile to the 
boiievers in the traditional Winnebago religion. 
Tbo feature that is naturally shared by all the 
tribes mentioned is the eating of the peyote button, 
whicli produces a distinctive sensation of spiritual 


exaltation. The Arapaiio form of the ceremony 
may be described as fairly typical. 

The ceremony Is held in an ordinary lodire nt niyht. One 
man acts as leader, moulding the rite according to a dream or 
a vision experienced during eome previous perfonnance. In 
this way individual modifications arc introduced though the 
essential fe.ature3 persist. The number of participants varies ; 
thus, on one occasion there were only three devotees, while on 
onolher there were about a dozen, including some Cheyenne 
visitors. The worshippers enter the lodge alter dark and begin 
by eating four buttons eac)i, the average numt?or tor each indi- 
vidual throughout the night being twelve, with a maximum of 
thirty or forty. Tlie time is spent singing round a small Cre, 
between which and the rear a simple sort of altar is made on 
the ground. Only one participant sings at a time, to the ac- 
companiment of a gourd rattle shaken by Idniself and a drum 
beaten by his nciglinour. After four songs the instruments arc 
passed to the next performer, and thus cacli has his turn. The 
songs refer to tlic peyote, the birds regarded as its messengers, 
nnd the night, hut towards morning they turn to the morning 
star nnd the end it brings to the performance. The worshippers 
cat, leave the tent, nnd spend the day reclining together in a 
coinforlablo siiot, with occisional singing and rattling but no 
drumming. Uiiring this day new songs, suggested by tlie 
nocturnal experiences, are oltcn composed. At noon a meal is 
served, at wiiicli a single spoon must be used by the entire com- 
pany. At dark the meeting breaks up. The proceeding is 
regarded ns an occ.asion of peace and good-will, nnd possildy for 
this reason knives nnd other sliarp instruments arc barred from 
the ceremonial lodge. The objects tiscel in tlie cult have a 
peculiar decorative character— e.p., yellow is the predominant 
colour, the fcatlicrs used being those of tho ycllow-nammcr and 
other species of woodpeckers. 

The peyote rite lias been of special interest to 
ethnologists because it has spread in so recent a 
period tliat tho conditions^ of its diffusion liavo 
.sometimes come under their direct observation. 
It has thus been possible to note in tliis instance 
the circumstances favouring tho assimilation of a 
new religious practice, the influence of religious 
leaders, the conflict and harmonization of new nnd 
old conceptions. Ail tins has been most suggestive 
os to the rise nnd spread of ceremonialism generally. 
On the wliole, it appears that oven the bolder cere- 
monial innovators cannot lift themselves by their 
bootstraps, but automatically conform to certain 
pre-existing ceremonial routines current among 
tlieir people. Tlius, a recent Arapaho modification 
of tiie peyote cult adapts the rite to a new purpose, 
that of curing tlie sick ; but tbo procc.sses adopted 
are tliose wbieh the Arapaho ordinarily omidoy in 
tlie treatment of patients. Similarly, the Winne- 
bago have not only adopted the peyoto cult hut 
incorporated willi it various Cliristian doctrines 
and practices; nevertheless the organization of tho 
ceremony conforms closely to tlie ancient ceremonial 
system of the tribe. A cult, in other words, ma 3 ' 
indeed be borrowed, but in the borrowing it is 
almost invarinblj’ cast into a different mould, that 
of the borrowers. 

Lnr.RATCRE. — J. Mooney, 'Calendar Hist, of the Kiowa 
Indians,’ Jr/f/JEn’nsSS), up. 2.'57-2?-') ; C. Lumholtr. O'r.knmen 
itrxico, Kew York, 1002. i. 3r>TfT. ; A. L. Kroeber, TTir Ara- 
paho, no. 1007, iv. SOS-llO; P. Rndin, ‘A Sketch of thePevote 
Cult of the Winneb.igo: a Study in Borrowing,’ Journal of 
Jteligious Pryehologp, ill. (lOHJ 1-22; A. Skinner, Soriwi/i o/ 
the. /oira, Kansa, and Ponca Indian!, New York. 1015, pp. 
72t-72S; W, E. Safford, 'An Artec Narcotic,’ Journal of 
Utredilv, ri. flOlS] 201-Sll. It. U, LOWIE. ' 

PHALLISM. — Plmllisrn may be defined ns the 
worship of tlie reprodnetive powers of nature 
symbolized bj' tlie organs of sex. A verv largo 
.sh.nrc of the worship of reJativelj’ primitive nnd 
even advanced societies hn« been claimed for a cult 
which appears to ns, in a higli state of civilization, 
to be strange nnd repulsive. And all sorts of 
fignras, whether engr.aveil or plastic, have been 
pressed into the service of tho theory as more or 
less di.sgnisod sexual s.vnibols. It is 'obvious that 
the mere fact that a cult is remote from our ideas 
of worship, that it is repugunnt to our manners, 
nnd that tho objects of adoration seem to os to 
have no clement of divinitj' is no rc.ason for denj'inp 
its existence or its re.al iniiKirtance as n .voci.ai 
bond : so many and so various, often so grotesque 
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and cruel, have been the modes in Avhich human 
beings have conceived and approached the higher 
powers. 

_ Worship may be said to be the ritual presenta- 
tion of ofterings supposed to be specially grateful 
to the divinity, or object of adoration, accompanied 
by obeisances and other acts designed to express 
humility and subservience, and usually by the 
utterance of sacred formulse — praises, prayers, 
thanks, or narrative. It is the suitable honouring 
of a power from which good or evil has been 
received and may be expected or dreaded in the 
future. It is addressed not only to what we 
should call gods or spirits, but to any obj'ect which 
the worshipper may consider to be, or to represent, 
a power which he has reason to fear, to which he 
is indebted, or from which he may hope for favours. 

In India ‘ the Boldier worships his sword, the cultivator his 
ploutrb, the inone.vJender his ledg’er' (U. H. Risley, People of 
India^, London, 1915, p. 236 ; cf. J. A. Duhois, Bindu Manners, 
Customs, and Ceremonies^, Oxford, 1906, p. 668). Among the 
Ewhe of what was German Togoland the weaver worships his 
loom, the smith his anvil (J. Spieth, Bie Bwe-siamme, Berlin, 
1906, pp. 309, 4i8). In ancient Greece • the sceptre of Hephaestus 
was worshipt in Lehadea. ... A legend tells now Aeneas set iip 
a spear in the market-place, and hade the people worship it * 
OV. H. D. Rouse, Greei Votive Offerings, Cfarabridge, 1902, p. 
875). 

In these cases the object worshipped seems not 
to be regarded as a symbol, or as the outward and 
visible form of any indwelling divinity, but to be 
honoured for its own sake. The rite is more or 
less simple. Where it is addressed to any higher 
power it is analogous in framework, though it may 
be more splendid and elaborate. 

Worship is thus an expression of religion. For 
religion no satisfactory definition has yet been 
propounded; no form of words hitherto invented 
will in all circumstances distinguish it from magic. 
But for our purpose we may regard religion, in 
accordance with common usage, as concerned with 
the relations between men in general, or a tribe or 
family, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, 
Higher powers which, so far as they are personal, 
are endowed with free will, and are to be approached 
with reverence, with oflPerings, and with prayers 
which they may or may not grant. Such powers, 
though frequently capricious and cruel, are amen- 
able to appeal. They are held to prescribe rules 
of conduct which, beginning in the lower culture 
as ritual, tend more and more as civilization ad- 
vances to shed their ritual character and become 
truly ethical. Magic, on the contrary, conveys the 
notion of power, however acquired, wielded by 
the magician as his own, and not as that of a 
higher being. The co-operation of higher beings, 
when necessary, is obtained by spell. Compliance 
with the call is then not dependent on their good- 
will ; it is compulsory. The tendency of religion 
is social, of magic anti-social. The one is usually 
open, public, recognized, and approved by society, 
and tends to strengthen social bonds. I'he other 
is apt to be used for private ends of malice or 
gain, is usually secret, forbidden, disruptive. 
This definition, however, cannot be insisted on as 
a mathematical formula. In practice it is found 
that no religion is free from magical practices, and 
that magic often appropriates and adapts the 
ceremonies of religion. In the higher religions — 
Christianityand Muhammadanism — it has appeared 
as an anti-religion, having its ow divinities and 
worship in pronounced hostility to the dominant 
cult. Indeed, in the form of ‘black magic’ — i.e. 
magic hostile to members of the same community 
— ^it is everywhere reprobated and repressed (see 
the present writer’s xiitual and Belief, London, 
1914, p. 66ff.). 

I. Symbols. — Men everywhere have desired and 
attempted to imitate in art any interesting object, 
and to repres-snt in a visible and tangible form 


ideas either imagined or drawn directly from 
external nature or from daily intercourse with 
their kind. It is natural that, when their power 
over their materials had so far advanced as to 
delineate even roughly the human form, any 
member or attribute on which it was intended to 
fix attention should be exaggerated. This ten- 
dency, applied for the purpose of satire, is the 
essence of the art of caricature. In religious 
matters it has given to an Indian idol its multi- 
plicity of heads and hands—a clumsy symbol of 
power that has been taken over and even exagger- 
.ated by Tibetan Buddhism — and has produced the 
Ephesian ‘ many- breasted Artemis.’ Tlie same 
tendency^ has emphasized the sexual organs of 
various divinities in many parts of the worid, such 
as, in ancient times, the images of Priapus, and the 
Hermaj set up at the boundaries of a territory 
or of private property. Priapic or ithyphallic 
figures are, in fact, common to the lower culture. 
They are found wherever man has attempted to 
sculpture the human form, whether to represent 
deities proper or the dead. The size of the phallus 
in many cases has no special intention, beyond 
that of expressing the sex represented, and may 
arise from want of skill on the part of the uncivil- 
ized artist. In some instances the intention is 
declared (though w’ith more than doubtful truth) by 
the natives to be simply that of causing ridicule 
and amusement, as a caricature does (K. deZwaan, 
JOie Heilkunde der Biasser, Hague, 1913, p. 65). 
In genera.], it has beyond dispute a deeper signifi- 
cance ; the exaggerated organs are intended to 
rejiresent for cultual purposes the powers of repro- 
duction, paternity, fertility, the powers that 
multiply the peo'ple and provide abundance of 
cattle and crops and all other things necessary for 
prosperity. Priapus was worshipped as a god of 
fertility, giving increase of flocks, watching oyer 
gardens and fruit-trees, bedewing them with 
friendly showers, and caring for thebees(Pausanias, 
IX. xxxi. 2; Vergil, Bel. vii. 34, 26, Georg, iv. 
llOff.). He was reckoned the son of Aphrodite. 
His worship was a late introduction into Greece, 
perhaps from Lampsaens on the Hellespont, where, 
according to Pausanias, he was esteemed above all 
the gods. When it penetrated to Home, he was 
identified with Mutunus, an indigenous phallic 
god ; and his statues, in the shape of Herraie, 
represented him as bearing fruit and a sickle or 
cornucopia. The ancient Teutonic deity Frey, or 
Fricco, was the giver of abundance, presiding over 
rain, sunshine, and the fruits of the earth. Adam 
of Bremen, speaking of Upsala, says that 

g ensed peace and enjoyment to mortal men, that 
is image was represented with a very large 
phallus, and that at marriages sacrifices were 
offered to him [Bescriptio insulanim Aqmlonts, -b, 
quoted in J. Grimm, Teutonic Mythology, tr. J. 
S. Stallybrass, London, 1880-88, pp. 212, 1354). 

In the E. Indian Archipelago ithyphallic statues 
are frequently found. Among tlie Nuforese o 
New Guinea there is in every village a house tnai 
serves the double purpose of a temple of ancestora 
and the sleeping-place of the youths and unmarri 
men. From tlie description of that at Dorei v 
learn that the posts on which it is supported a 
adorned with human figures, or/vith those or 
crocodiles, snakes, and fishes. All alike are 
to represent ancestors, whose resnective names 
they bear. Both the male and female fibres * 
exaggerated pudenda. Moreover, 
and western sides of the building, and outsi , 
two pairs of rude wooden statues, ‘. P , 
esenting a man and a woman in the 


are 

represBTxtin^ int*** c*.i*N* ^ - . , xi.a 

act. Beside the pair on the '^vestem g 

image of a child lyingon its back. 

building also are adorned inth suggestive carving. 


(G. A. Vv'ilken, Fer^preid? Gi’-fr^.rijfen, Haese, 
1912, liL 213 f.). Tee people of Nias, an islace o5^ 
&e coast of Saxnatra, are in the habit of represent- 
ing' their adcs, or snpemaciiml beings, by means of 
wooden images. In many of these the male sex is 
emphasized in the 'csnal way. When a man dies, 
such an image is carved in his honour, and is calied 
an adu z-rtlti/r. OSerings are mace to it: and the 
Niasese are accustomed to implo're it for a 
numerons offspring. When a child is horn, a 
thank-ofrering is preentei. Before the dwellings 
of chiefs and persons of rank stones are erected in 
hononr of deceased members of the family. Tesy 
are called geirc snfctm, and are sometimes in 
hmnan form, sometimes in that of aphaiins. The 
Battak of Sumatra pray to the images of their 
long-dead ancestors for oEspring. These images 
are ithyphalEic. Among the Bare'e-Toradja in 
Celebes hinldings descril-ed as temples for the 
souls of those who have fallen in war also contain 
ithyphaUic figures, and in almost every temple of 
importance female breasts and genital parts of both 
sexes have been foand represented on the support- 
ing coiemns. In the village temple of Langgadopi 
sexual intercourse was represented by the onion of 
the detached organs. I’lie natives, it is troe, 
declared that such figures had no meaning save, to 
delight the eyes. Bat they were accompanied by 
images of crocodiles, the symbol of bravery ; and 
bravery and fecoodity are the highest of savage 
virtoes, ensoring as they do the continuance of the 
stock and the prosperity of the commusi^ (ds 
Zwsan, pp. IS, 62£.j citing Adriani and Kmiit, Di 
B<trde-.'!pnl:£nde Tenxdjas, Hagne, 1912). We can 
have little doubt therefore that all these cases are 


tlie festival of TJpn-lero (see below, p. SiS f.) as it is 
celebrated in the Eabar Archipelago. 

Anesbl-ssj cf th^ ard creat*T^ ferw cf ti't is. 

fcoscTs the fessc is held. Is erected, in the Irns c5 & 
stasdaird 2jicj a pesran: ct ^bfte cct^czi. aisicsi 5 ft. 
tChe psEdct £s cct is the fera cf & g:a.r3 bssnsrt fs?ter??d to it, 
s stt^ed phan'ss arrf sestfclss — an apt sn^^resnon of the crjisa 
enacted tre’OTT (AS rid. n^'5] 124). 

Throughout the Slave Coast of Africa the 
TTOTship of a divinitv named Legca or Ele^ha is 
prevalent, 

Arcen^ the his ‘is ccade of red mceir 

represests the tnn:nn frure, rca!?* nr^v fecale, 

en^relT cede. 1* ts repressctec as 

and loc’jdc^r at the crpir: cf sre^eratict:- which £= 

Tided Tritfa. iocz pcicted fcrea^ts, and the ether necesjfarr 
sdjeerts ’ (A. bJ EZIi*, P«rcp cf thr CorJt, 

Lecdoc, l=ro, p, 41 LX Aracnr the ciirhicnrirz Tcraha the 
(casccHne) hnace c! Le^rra ‘ ts freed in^frcet c! alieceFt 
hocse, protected fcj a sroatl hot reefed ■'vlth paI_-I:»Tes/ 

£5 5 t 2 pr*csed sitTiiT? to soert fctttted 

erttrininj" intended to ho a mde reprEsentativc c-f tae r<'.c^u:r. 


ccca-*cticn hetscsec the phaHns acd A ctriaeh See GtrcITc"*, ^ 
XX.. “Tre Garden Gcd“’ (Femfe-er^ohinp PcccZtt, Lcndcn, ! 
is?4,p.e5X ‘ j 

Certain of the Shinto gods of Japan are ithy- I 
ph.-vHic. They .are represented in wood and_ stone, j 
and are the object of offerings and worship (W. 
G. -Aiton, Shsr.io, Xondon, IWo, pp. 71. ISSEJ. 
Whet.her similar deities were honoured by the ! 
ancient Gauls we do not. know. It is certain that 
in the Nliddla Ages, and since, in -varions parts of j 


worshippen tor the pnrpo-se ot obtaining ot-spnng or 
curing "impotence and sexual disease. Perhaps the 
taost famous of these was St. Fontin (whe^ name 
is variously spelt), by tradition the first bishop of 
Lvous. His cult wms wide-spread in the sontn of 
France. When, in 15S5, the'Protestants took the 
town of Fmhnm, th.ey found among the sacred 
relics of the principal church an object said to be 
voi_ tx. — tn 


^ 1& phallus. Its extre-mity was reddened by the 
j iitations of wine offered to it iy women in* need 
j of his help. Fnrthsr north- a similar dirz~lty wr-s 
E henonrs-i fn the die-rese of Eonrges under the'name 
[ of Gcerlichon or Grelichou, at Brest under the 
; name of Guignoiei, and fwithout enumerating 
t others} there was one said to be esiled lers, whese 
j figure appeared over the gateway to the ch'urch of 
[ St. Waifanrga-iu theRue^es Pecheursat Antwerp 
[ (J. A- Dulaure, Dr-? DirzrJiit gfe-im'rinra-. Paris. 
[ 1P35, p. ch. xiL r E, S. Hartland, Prfmiffre 

[ -P£rfriwi?t*,_ 2 vols.. London. i. 63;_^th 

[ citing vr^ous authorities). In Italy at Irani 
} curing the Carnival & priapiau figure called if 
t sunfo mimjTo used to be taraded throunh the 
I town (DuLsure, p. 219}. dn Treadle HilL rust 
E above the viBsga cf Cerue Abbas in D-arset/ an 
( ancient figure firewn as the Ceme giant. i?0 it. 
i long, is cut in the turf. It is represented as fieurish- 
t mg a dab in the right hmid fer. the dub o: LegcaL 
[ It is nude, with very di-tinct and exagnerated 
j sexual organs. Like* the White Kcise of Berk- 
[ shire and other eSgies cut in the turf of the chaik, 
I hills in the south of England, it used to W denned 
[ and put in order every seven years. This custom 
E exliicits the importance attached to it hr the 
I villagers, and seems to point to s religious ongin. 

; Xarurally it is less eiiy to represent- the female 
i figure with a corresponding exaggeration. At 

■ Ephesns Artemis as the femrde principle of fertility, 
i the AJi-mothsr, was represented with many breastk 
i The Yoruha on the Slave Gcast of W. Africa have 
I a goddess in the form of s pregn-ant woman, who 
: is invoked against barrenn-ess and ciEcult labours, 
i She is probably identical with Odudus, the earth- 
I mother, generally cepdeted as a seated mother 
! bolding a child-f-a common emblem of such a 
^ divinity. She is the patroness of love, and many 
I stories *are told cf her adventures and amonis. O'n 
; the doors of her temples, as well as on these cf her 
; cmie couEterpait O'catala, the phallus and htdr 
'■ {the female e*mb!em} in contact *are often carvel 

(H. H. PIoss, Drs ITci?, Leipmg, 1S91, L 439. citing, 

: without a reference, B3S*t£an ; Ellis, Ff-.nrjid- 
’ fpraJdr.c Fiorli?, p. 4i f.}. Female figures, how- 
, ever, with the organ of sex exaggerated are 
; by no means unknown in veniens parts of the 
; ■world. 

Siaa!-:r Pect ;i u ncs nr- 50 x resU,-: tir:-!*, 

' rztHi sz-d (tzizSf j'rir>t7p-5. Arz’zz'^ ih-sfe carsr^iarrd piloted 
: stiircts in, tdres -v "ii-t s.z'.2:-zz 

' P- lc4; Ar* rzzzjr cf izfr** zji<i : 

• riiH: z *g T r-*'V t" y-.T.-r ce Ci^;rCr:r 

: trra c-.e Th-p^“ts cc-t cf cN 

p'w'srn; xs sc a..--*? 1» 

L5 s s^’?=:n czy?zfzj \!> ih^ CccrT7- cxtite, X f:n^e 

, ft l 5 a pc^«tr tiai nrisr ^ prcpftzi'ei zz^t c*!zrzzzcd to 'zz: 
c^>^^'vE. ru p. -C? ; 

ezZy thai Trcrjftip *i$ rci 4s?:':5A:sd 'xiii arp* rL:e5 
■zz^cZ te yzztzzzfjzir c'hiCtrh?,'' bzz «!?■? tfti: ‘cr; tbs 

cd* fs cz izzzz^tzsf^Jfi'C^zbzstctu f:cl cCi.\, 

Nor are sneh female eS.mes corSnei to the 
paean natives ot tropiccl "svilds, Xcev vrere fre- 
: ccentiv carved on cbnrches in the ^licdle 
5lanv tave been preserved cn til recently in Ireland, 
£5, e,c.t cn a do-trev^-y of Cloyne Cath^dml, Co- 
Cork. The Boysi Irish Academy in I>nh!*n pos- 
sesses c. very pxd specimen remove^i from a chnrch- 
Tcey are knovn to Irish antionniies hr the r-ame 
of Sheils-rrn-mir. ^Xost of them, bo’^vc-, have 

■ novT boen destroyed tincer eodesiasticnl indnenoe. 
On this side St. George's Channel they sre very 

; rare. One remains ss s. Egnre in n cbrhel-tabfe 
aronnd the liesntifni little Norman chnreh at 
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Kilpeck, in Herefordshire, close to the Welsh 
border.' 'There is said to he another in Cornwall. ' 

But the representation of the detached organs of 
both sexes, often called, from their common desig- 
nation in India, the lihgam and yoni, is very 
wideljf distributed. Several examples have already 
been incidentally mentioned. 

Pflusanias observes that at Oyllene ‘ the image of Hermes, 
which the people of the place revere exceedingly, Is nothing but 
the male organ of generation erect on a pedestal ' (vi. xxvi. 3). 
Similar objects were from remote times common 
in Italy. Doivn into the Middle Ages ceremonies 
appear to have been performed in connexion with 
them. Ecclesiastical legislation prescribes a pen- 
ance of bread and water during three Lents for 
any one who shall perform incantations to the 
phallus ('praecantaverit ad fascinum’), or indeed 
any spells (•prceeantationes) save the Creed [sym- 
bolum sancttim) or the Lord’s Prayer (anon., Essay 
on the Worship of the Generative Powers, appended 
to B. Payne Knig'ht, Xe Culte dc Priape, Luxem- 
bourg, 1866 [original Eng. ed. 1786], p. 121, citing 
Judicia sacerdotalia de criniinibus, vii. 35). This 
legislation was repeated by councils and synods to 
the end of the 14th century. Ex-voto stones at 
Eoman settlements and forts in England and 
Scotland have been dug up, bearing phallic figures 
(ib. p. 117). 

At Isernia, in the Abruzzi, Saints Cosmas and 
Damian, usually invoked for all sorts of diseases, 
and being in the official calendar represented more 
decently than the French saints just mentioned, 
found their medical practice concentrated almost 
entirely on the gratification of the feminine desire 
for lovers or for children. 

At their least on 17th Sept, their relics were carried In pro- 
cession. The fair which was held on the occasion was attended 
by people from all the villages round. Maidens, married 
women, widows, and donne di pincers wore each a distinctive 
dress. Objects in wax representing the parts affected and for 
which relief was desired were sold at the fair, and were after- 
wards kissed and reverently presented, together with an offer- 
ing, in the vestibule of the church. Inside the church the 
suppliant who suffered from any ill presented himself or herself 
to a priest at the high altar and then and there uncovered the 
part of the body afflicted, which the priest anointed ceremoni- 
ally with consecrated ‘oil of Saint Cosmas.' Although the 
waxen effigies offered for sale repres ' ' • ' t , . . « j 

organs of the body, little trade was 

Women were the chief suppliants , ! ' ' 

proceeding centred in sexual matters. The ceremonies con- 
tinued to be performed until the year 1780, when, the attention 
of the Government having been called to them, they were sum- 
marily stopped (letter from Sir William Hamilton to Sir Joseph 
Banks, enclosing and commenting on a letter from an Italian 
correspondent, prefixed to Payne Knight's book ; the jUustra- 
tion of the votive effigies shows most realistic figures). 

It would seem that votive offerings like those of 
Isernia were not unknotvn in antiquity ; for Payne 
Knight (pi. iii.) figures a gem from the Townley 
Collection portraying a scene which is unmistak- 
able. Nor is it only at Isernia that such votive 
oflerings have been knotvn in later times. Models 
in wax of either se.x were offered to St. Foutin at 
Varailles in Provence in the lSth century. They 
were suspended from the ceiling of_ his cjiapel, and 
were so numerous that when the wind stirred them 
they struck against one another, to tlie disturb- 
ance of the devotions of the faitliful (Dulaure, p. 
205 ; anon., Essay, in Payne Knight, p. 132 ; both 
citing Journal d’ Henri IJI. Confession de Sand, 
V. i. 22, and the notes of Le Duchat on the chapter 
in question). 

Cakes in phallic form were among the sacred 
objects carried about in Greece at the Thes- 
mophoria, and in the Wkvdv, or basket of_ first- 
fruits, at the Orphic rite of the Liknophoria, as 
well as at marriages. They were included in the 
mystic food partaken of by the women at the Haloa. 
They were, there can be little doubt, part of the 
sacra presented to the pisrps in the Eleusinian 
mysteries (J. E. Harrison, Prolegomena to the 
Study of Greek Religion^, Cambridge, 1908, pp. 122, 


530ff.,__148, 151, 154, 157; cf. Clem. 
Alex. Proirepi. ii.). At Syracuse, on the day of 
the Thesmophoria, cakes of sesame and lioney 
representing the female sex, and thence called 
fiOWoi, were carried about and oflered to tlie god- 
desses— probably Demeter and Kore (Atlienmns, 
fiS.; Farnell, OGS iii.' 99, and the authorities 
there cited). The Romans made cakes or loaves in 
the form of either sex (Martial, iv. 69, ix. 3) ; and 
similar cakes are said to be still, or to have been 
within comparatively recent times, made in various 
parts of France, doubtless on certain festival 
occasions (Dulaure, p. 195 ; cf. F. LiebreeJit, Sur 
Volkshunde, Heilbronn, 1879, p. 438). Cakes 
shaped like the female breast were borne by tlie 
chorus of women who followed the bride and sang 
her praise at a wedding in Sparta (Athemeus, xiv. 
54 )• 

On the posts of the houses raised in honour of 
fallen warriors by the Bare’e-Toradja in Celebes 
representations of women’s breasts and sexual 
organs are found. The case of the village temple 
at Langgadopi, where the organs of both sexes were 
.shown m the act of union, is probably not singular 
(de Zwaan, p. 63). In S. Celebes a favourite 
object of worship is Karaeng lowe (a name signify- 
ing ‘ great lord ’), who is not regarded as a god in 
our sense of the word, but as a powerful spirit. 
He is figured usually under the form of lihgam and 
yoni, though there is at least one example of his 
image in itliyphallic form and made of gold, Tt 
has been supposed that he is no other than the 
Hindu god Siva, imported by way of Java; but 
this is very doubtful. Incense and candles are 
burned before him; and he is served by special 
priestesses, called pinati. Once a year a great 
feast is celebrated in his honour at Gantarang 
keke, at the first full moon after the end of the 
fast of Ramadan. Karaeng lowe dispenses good 
and evil fortune. Life and death are said to be 
in his disposal. The sick seeking restoration to 
health, the would-be mother seeking a child, the 
trader seeking fortune, the gambler luck, the 
farmer a good harvest, all turn to Karaeng lowe 
with vows that he may grant their wishes. Nor 
will they willingly anger him by _ neglecting to 
fulfil their vows, lest he should manifest his •wrath 
by sending disease or misfortune upon them (A. (1. 
Kruijt, Anhnisme in den indischen Archipel, 
Hague, 1906, p. 600 ; Wilken, iii. 263). He is thus 
not merely the giver of increase, but a being who 
holds a general power of good and evil, luck aiul 
unluck. And the fact that the name of Kaitieng 
lowe is also applied to ' the regalia or palladia ot a 
kingdom is possibly significant of the genetic con- 
nexions of a mighty, though subordinate, divinity. 
An ithyphallic god with similarlv extensive at- 
tributes "was formerly worshipped by the Ulisin a, 
one of the two tribes of Ambon and Uliosa. it 
was called Butu-Ulisiwa, ‘the plifllus, 
Ulisiwa,’ and was represented by an idol 7 ft. ingi • 
Despite the efforts of the Dutch Government at 
repression of idolatry, it was cherished by ' 
neonle. as the cause of the fruitfulness of tli 


people, as the cause of the 
women and the bestower of 
and victory over their enemies, until in lOob it, was 
discovered in the inaccessible hiding-place to wliicn 
their pious care had transferred it (Wiilcen, 
235) 

Fetishes in phallic form are in use among the 
iJayanzi, on the eastern bank of the A 

Congo basin. They are made of clay jg 

wooden cores and adorned with feathers. 
emblems, but of more conventional 
also found by E. Tordav. Both male and femf 
emblems are propitiated b^ the sacrihce of 
Kola is che/ed, and the juice 
them. Torday seems to have witnes.-.ed tlie ten. 
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mony ty a chief, ■whose prayers ■were ■usually for 
the fertility of his wives and slaves UBAI xxxvii. 
[1907] 141). 

Such fetishes (whose shape, however, is not delineated) were 
found by Grenfell amonp the E, Eakongo, of which we are told 
' not that the representations of the generative powers, male or 
female, were worshipped, but that these rude images were the 
abiding-place of a spirit-force ■svhich, if rightly propitiated, 
would promote fruitful intercourse between men and women ’ 
(Johnston, George Gret\feU and the Congo, London, 190S, ii. 
CSS n.). In Dahomey, among the true negroes, * every street from 
Whydah to the capital is adorned ■with the symbol', and the old 
ones are not removed' (H. if. Westropp, and 0. S. Wake, 
.dnefent Symbol yTorship", New York, 1S75, p. 46. quoting 
Burton). East and west from Dahomey along uie Slave Coast 
‘the phallus isseen everywhere, in frontof houses, in the streets 
and public places, someUmes alone, but more frequently in con- 
nection witli the image of Le^ba, to whom the organ is sacred, 
and whose principal attribute is the exciting of sexual desires.' 
Both the Ewhe and the Yoniba • attribute sexual desires to 
possession by the god ’ ; and he removes barrenness. The 
knotted club which among the Yoruba is placed in the hand of 
his image has already been referred to (Ellis, £tce, pp. 41, 44, 
I'oruba, p. 65 : cf. the club of the giant of Cerne Abbas, above, 
p. SlTb). 

In the old Shinto religion of Japan the use of 
the detached phallus was frequent. It was set np 
everywhere along the roadsides (Aston, p. 71 f. ; cf. 
Natoee [Japanese], II. 7). 

to identifying phallic symbols other than real- 
istic representations, however, the greatest circum- 
spection is required. All sorts of objects have 
been claimed as phallic Iw writers whose imagina- 
tion outpaces proof. Some actual or fancied 
resemblance has been too often deemed adequate 
evidence, ■without showing the beliefs attached to 
the object, or the rites performed in relation to it. 
We may begin ■with some emblems the meaning of 
which is not in doubt. Around the Mediterranean 
Sea in antiquity the fm (perhaps from its shape, 
whether compared with the male orwan or tlie 
womb, or, like the pomegranate or the fir-cone, 
from the number of its seeds) was a favourite 
emblem of fecundity; and artificial phalli were 
often formed of fig-tree wood. 

' Tbe peach is in China ond Japan the ocknowledgcd repre- 
sentative of the btrfj, as the pestle and the mushroom are of 
the phallus ’ (Aston, p. 1S9). 

Aston also notes that, though the meaning has 
now been forgotten, the Japanese term wo-bashira 
(‘ male pillar^), from its shape, is applied to the 
terminal post of the railing of a bridge, or of the 
balustrade of a staircase ; and that the same term 
is applied to the end-tooth of a comb. In India the 
liiitjam is a common cultual object. It is the 
emblem of the great god Siva, and is usually repre- 
sented united with Uie yonf as ‘ a smooth round 
black stone, apparently rising out of another stone, 
formed like an elongated saucer, though in reality ! 
sculptured from one block of basalt’ (E. Sellon, j 
ilfem. Anthrop. Soc. i. [1SG5] 327). Such a repre- 
sentation is a mere conventional sjrobol, no more 
than remotely recalling the creative and repro- 
ductive attributes of the god, and can awaken no 
erotic thoughts in the worsliipper’s mind. Minia- 
ture copies of this emblem are worn by devotees in 
their hair or round the arm or neck. The followers 
of Visnii paint on their foreheads the namam, or 
emblem of the god, consisting of three lines, a 
perpendicular line in the centre and an oblique 
converging line on either side, sometimes abbrevi- 
ated to a single red perpendicular line, and some- 
times figured as a trident. The namam is the 
sign of the female sex (Dubois, n. 112). The 
Hindus themselves seem early to nave felt the 
need of explaining the liUgam ns the emblem of 
Siv.'i. To this end a not very creditable stoiy of 
the god is related in v.arions places of the Piiranas 
[ib. p. 629). 

Throughout tbe northern and e.’istem shores of 
the Levant and its islands and neighbouring 
countries in ancient times a usual sacred symbol 
was a pillar or pole, called in the Bible respectively 


maMcbhah and Osherah. These objects do not 
appear to have been peculiar to any one deity, but 
to have been an ordinary divine emblem. Origin- 
a!l 3 'in all probability a rude stone, or the nnshaped 
trunk of a tree, they were developed in course of 
time with increasing mastery over materials into 
conical forms, into obelisks, columns, or masts, 
and further adorned irith sculptures, painting, and 
draperies. From this aniconic form the (Greeks 
and Komans evolved the statue, the intermediate 
form of which — a head and bust descending to a 
merely squared base — is familiar in the representa- 
tion of many divinities, espedally Hermie and 
boundary-stones. It has been contended that these 
pillars and poles are phalli. In aid of the conten- 
tion are the express words of the author of the de 
Dca Syria (xvi.), who so describes the obelisks or 
columns in the vestibule of the temple of the 
goddess at Hierapolis. He adds that they bear 
the inscription: ‘I, Dionysus, dedic.ated these 
phalli to Hera, my stepmother.’ This only proves 
that under Greek influence later times identified 
the objects as phalli, and ascribed their erection to 
a god in whom they recognized the son of Semele, 
himself a late adoption into the Greek pantlieon. 
It cannot prove (though it satisfied the author of 
the treatise) by whom, or with what intention, 
they were erected. In fact, all the evidence obtain- 
able goes to show that these obelisks or poles were 
erected indifi'erently in connexion with the wor- 
ship of any deity, whether conceived as male or 
female, not excluding_even Jahweh Himself [EBi, 
s.vv . ; art. MassEbHa^H, vol. viii. p. 487 f. ; cf. 
Kobertson Smitli, Bel. Sem.^, London, 1894, p. 
188 f.). In the same way our ovm maypoles have 
been called phallic emblems upon the slenderest 
grounds. There is evidence that megalithio monu- 
ments, whether shaped by art or not, or even 
natural rooks and other objects of a suggestive 
form, have been taken for phalli, or at least thought 
to have procreative power. But the application 
to them of the phallic idea is not necessarilj* 
primitive. Ancient it may be and sometimes 
undoubtedly is. It is more likely to be a specific 
outgrowth of a vague and general sanctity and 
power once ascribed to them, which has developed 
all the more fully, since every other attribute of 
divinity has been lost, and worship in the strict 
sense of the word has been diverted in other direc- 
tions. Their frequently gigantic size and the 
mystery, nameless awe, and surmise that hung 
about them after their original purpose had been for- 
gotten would be potent aids to such a development. 

One emblem of ■wide currency appears fairly 
certain. A mode of producing fire early adopted, 
and widely prevalent even yet among savage races, 
is that of the drill. Fire is made by rapidly rotat- 
ing a stick of hard wood upright upon a piece of 
softer wood lying on the ground and neld firmly in 
its position by the foot. The action is so sugges- 
tive, and the result is so analogous to life and so 
mysterious, that it need not be wondered at that 
the two sticks have been usually called the male 
and female sticks respectively, and that their use 
has almost univers.allj- received a sexual interpre- 
tation. As the author of the anonymous Essai/ 
already quoted points out, the use of the fire-drill 
long survived in ML Europe, where it was ajiplied 
for the purpose of obtaining need-fire (g.i'.), as a 
protection for cattle on the occasion of an epidemic, 
or for lighting the midsummer and other fires. 
Need-fire was prohibited by that name in the 
Capitnlnries of Karloman, king of the Franks, 
along with other p.agan rites (anon.. Essay, in 
P.ayne Knight, p. 153). It is still used by nwny 
peoples when sacred fire is nece.ssary for ritual 
purposes. 

In Egypt the monuments yield many prinpic 
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figures. Osiris as the principle of life is often thus 
represented. The well-knownstory told by Plutarch 
(fife Is, et Osir. ) of the search by Isis for her husband’s 
missing member, -when after his murder and the 
cutting up of his body by Tyjphon she had collected 
all the rest, is the mythological form in which the 
reverence for his phallus is accounted for. Not 
being able to find it, she caused a wooden surrogate 
to be made. But, beyond the realistic representa- 
tions of the phallus, it has been suggested that the 
Egyptian tmi, cross (like the similarly shaped 
hammer of Thor) and the symbol known .as the 
crux ansafa are emblems of the same object. Of 
this there is no direct or cogent proof. The cross 
in various forms is a widely distributed symbol in 
both Eastern and Western hemispheres. It has 
been claimed to be everywhere phallic j but real 
evidence in support of the clam is, generally 
speaking, still to seek. On the other hand, it is the 
simplest symbol that can be found, and may be 
(and doubtless has been) made to do duty for many 
purposes. Likewise the crescent moon, the horse- 
shoe, and other such figures have been insistently 
presented as emblems of the corresponding female 
organ, usually with as little justice. It is tnie 
that many things in nature and in art do lend 
themselves by form or use to such an interpreta- 
tion, and probably have been sporadically and 
occasionally accepted. He who is preoccupied 
with the subject will see phallic emblems every- 
where. But a wise scepticism will insist on proof, 
not merely of sporadic and obscene, but of serious 
and cultual, or at least magical, employment. 

2 . Ceremonies. — Phallic ceremonies are veiy 
numerous. Some of them have already been in- ] 
cidentally referred to. 

The population of Sfarwar in EajputSna fear a ^^ue, or 
malignant spirit, called Natburam. ‘This KathurEm is said to 
have been a scamp from some part of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces (now oalletl the United Provinces] who settled in Mdrwilr 
and seduced many Marwari ladies, until he was detected and 
put to death. Then he became a malignant {rhost, and began 
to torment wives and children ; and now his spirit can be 
appeased only by the most obscene songs and gestures per- 
formed by the Marwari women. ... No household can be with- 
out an image of Nathurdm,’ which is vaguely described as nude 
and ‘of a monstrous and disgusting appearance.’ ‘On the 
night the bride first visits her husband an image of Nathurdra 
is placed beside her couch. Barren women and those whose 
children do not live look to Nathurdm for deliverance from 
their troubles ’ {NINQ ill. (1893] 92). He is, in short, as Orooke 
observes, ‘ a phallic fetish.' Nor is he by any means the only 
one in India. Among others, in Dharwar women of the Ambig 
caste carrj’ about an image called Jokamar, ‘whose private 
parts are three times as large as the rest of his body,' and sing 
his praises in front of each house, getting in return small 
presents (Bff xxii. [1884] 183 f.). In Upper Burma at the New 
year feast ‘an indecent figure ’ is paraded, and obscene antics 
are indulged in all along the route {Gazetteer Upper Burma, i. 
pt. ii. [1901], p. 440 ; the present writer is indebted to Mr. Orooke 
for these two references). At Goman marriages the bride was 
required to sit upon the image of Priapus (Augustine, de Civ. 
Dei, vii. 24 ; Lactantius, Div. Inst. i. 20). If we may trust an 
allusion by Arnobius (adv. Gentes, iv. 7), women already married 
sometimes performed the same I'ite. In India about Pondi- 
cherry, in Canara, and the neighbourhood of Goa, brides are 
reported actually to sacrifice their virginity to a similar idol of 
Siva (Dulaure, p. 86, citing Duquesne, Voyage dans I’Inde, ii. ; 
liiebrecht, Volkshtinde, pp, 397, fill, citing lanschoten and 
Barbosa). On the island of Java, at Batavia, an old and use- 
less cannon, lying in a field, was regarded by the natives as a 
divinity in phaliio fom), and daily worshipped with offerings of 
rice and fruit, miniature sunshades, and coppers. It was held 
to cure sterility in women, for which purpose it was necessary 
to sit astride on it for some time. Women might be seen — 
sometimes two at once— dressed in their best and adorned with 
flowers, doing this at any period of the day. For years the 
priests encouraged the practice, to their own pecuniary benefit, 
until at length the cannon was removed by the Dutch Govern- 
ment (JA I Vi. [1876-77)359). 

It is clear tlmfc practices like these are intended 
to secure offspring. They are a magical proceed- 
ing to obtain fecundity. And it is not unnatural 
that they should develop into a more efi'ectual 
proceeding, in which the god is represented by his 
priest. There is no record of such an evolution^ in 
Rome ; we may be quite sure that the Christian 


Fathers would have seized upon it with pious 
alacrity as a weapon against the heathen if they 
could have done so. But in India the practice is 
not unknown. Tiie most famous e.vample is that 
of the temple of Jagannabh in Orissa (Dubois, p. 
602 ; of. F. Bernier, Travels in the Mogul Empire, 
London, 1891, p. 305). Elsewhere in India it is 
enough to subject a barren wife to the embraces of 
any chance stranger (often more tlian one), in 
pursuance of a vow to that effect. The occasion is 
usually that of some religious festival (Dubois, p. 
596 ; TES, new ser., vii. [1S69] 264). 

In the Jutaka we are told how the righteous king Okkaka, in 
despair because his favourite wife Silavati was childless, -sent 
her, magnificently arrayed, out into the streets on a certain d.ay, 
as a religious act. There she was met by the great god Sakka, 
disguised as a Brahman. With a touch of his thumb he ren- 
dered her pregnant of the future Bodhisattva (jdtaka, ed. E. B. 
Coiveil, 6 vols., Cambridge, 1895-1907, v, 141). 

This story probably gives us the clue to the 
meaning of a practice described by Herodotus and 
Strabo as taking place at the, temple of Mylitta, in 
Babylon. Every Babylonian woman was required 
once in her life to prostitute herself there to the 
first stranger who threw a silver coin into her lap 
(Herod, i. 199 ; Strabo, xvi. 1. 20). A stranger 
was a person of unknown powers ; he might even 
be, as in the tale from the Jdtaka, a god in dis- 
guise. From this quasi-supernatural character 
generally attributed to him in the lower culture it 
would follow that intercourse with him might be 
productive of blessings. The greatest of blessings 
to women is fecundity. If, as is probable, the rite 
was a sacrifice of virginity at puhertv, the woman 
was thus consecrated for married )ife, with its 
special duty of hearing and rearing oftspring. A 
similar rite, it would seem, was practised in many 
other places, as far west as the Troad, It has been 
confounded with two other customs of the voluptu- 
ous East. One is that of dedicating girls pt the 
temple of a divinity of fertility as prostitutes, 
whose gains went to the support of the worship 
and the priests. This seems, e.g., to have been a 
feature of the cult of the Armenian goddess Anaitis 
(Strabo, xi. 14. 16). There are indications that it 
was not unkno wn even in worship of J ahweh. It is 
still largely practised in India, and is preceded by 
a solemn ceremony in which the new recruit to the 
service of the deity is ‘ married ’ to him (authorities 
numerous ; see Dubois, pp. 310, 584 ; A. M. T. 
Jackson and R. E. Enthoven, FL Notes, n. 
(Konkan), Mazgaon, Bombay, 1915, p. 74 ; Ethnog. 
Stirvey of Mysore, Bangalore, 1906, ii. 8 [Holeya 
caste]). The other custom was that by winch p 
girl earned her dowry by prostitution. This is 
said to have been followed in Lydia, on the isiann 
of Cyprus, and elsewliere. It was not a religious 
practice, but was perhaps a survival of the social 
arrangements of ruder races. Girls among many 
of such races are before marriage accorded com- 
plete liberty, of which they take full advantage, 
ultimately wedding one or other of_ their lovers 
(the subject has been recently fully discussed ; see 
artt. Prostitution ; GE^, pt. iv., 



Babylon, ™ 

Les Religions orientales dans le paganisme remain, 
Paris, 1907, pp- 143, 286; MI u. 444; E. fa. 
Hartland, Ritual and Belief, p. 266fl.). 

The priapic deity of the Slave Coast, 
of thekastem gods just referred to, 'vomen caUed h s ^ 
who are dedicated to his service, and give themsches na« 
criminately to his worshippers at the tune of the 

INC ij;; ^ ( iiii: -, Ni-r , p . 44 :cf. A. J. N. Tremesme, The 
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Tailed ITead-hunters of Nigeria, London, 1912, p. 205). Indeed, 
the god is held to cause erotic dreams by consorting in his own 
person, either in male or in female form, with women or men 
during their sleep. His sacrifices are • cooks, dogs and he-goats, 
chosen on account of their amorous propensities ; but on very 
Important occasions a human victim is offered ’ (Ellis, Yoruba, 
pp. 67, 66). When implored to remove barrenness, ‘ a sacrifice 
IS ottered, and the worshipper anoints the organ of the figure 
with palm-oil, in order that the required fertility may be at- 
tained.’ On festival occasions the phallus is borne alofc in pro- 
cession with great pomp, ‘ fastened to the end of a long pole. 
The worshippers dance and sing round it, and the image is 
waved to and fro, and pointed towards the young girls, amidst 
the laughter and acclamations of the spectators. Sometimes 
the phallus is concealed by a short skirt, or petticoat, which a 
man causes'to fly up by pulling a string ’ (Ellis, Nice, p. 44 ; cf. 
Yoruba, p. 65). 

An ofliocr of the French marine reports having witnessed, in 
1787, a festival in the kingdom of Congo, when masked men 
executed a pantomime, carrying an enormous priapio figure 
worked by means of a spring (Dulaure, p. 41, citing L. de 
Grandpr6, Voyage d la c6te occidentale d’Afrique, i. 118). 
Higher up on the river Congo, between Isangila and Jlanyanga, 
there is a species of worship reminding us of the cult of Cybele 
in Greece. Its ministers are eunuchs, and it is intimately con- 
nected with a reverence for the moon. ‘ When the new moon 
appears, dances are performed by the eunuchs, who sacrifice a 
white fowl— which must always be male— in its honour. The 
bird is thrown up into the air and torn to pieces as it falls to 
earth. I was told that in former days a human victim was 
offered up on these occasions, hut that In later times a white 
fowl had been substituted’ (Johnston, River Congo, p. 409). 
Further details on this cult, which is said to be ‘ a vague phallic 
worship,’ are much to be desired, in order to arrive at an ac- 
curate estimate of its extent and meaning. It would seem, 
however, to be an orgiastic cult, similar in some respects to that 
of Attis. 

Further north, among the Ekoi of Nigeria, there is a jnjxe 
named Eja, whose festival, celebrated at the time of new yams, 
is the chief festival of the year. Amaury Talbot, who inquired 
into it a few years ago, compares it to ‘the old Adonis-Attis- 
Osiris worship.’ He saysj'. 'The ecstatic frenzy of the dancers, 
the trances into which some of them fall, and the jealousy with 
which all strangers .are excluded, show that this ceremony holds 
a very special significance.’ The cult is supposed to produce 
plentiful harvests, and 'also to protect human beings, farms 
and cattle from damage by lightning and thunderbolt’ It is 
said to have been brought from the interior of the continent, 
and to have been held every two years. To ensure the continued 
efficacy of the juju, however, sacrifices must be offered every 
two years. For this celebration ‘ medicine ’ is necessary— pre- 
sumably to doctor the worshippers, a very common practice in 
Africa. Of the medicine the most essential ingredient is the 
sexual organ of a human being slain for the purpose, or by the 
act of removing the organ. The Ekoi prefer a female victim. 
But the rite is known elsewhere ; and in the neighbouring 
Oameroons men are also sacrificed. Eja being a jxiju of 
fertility, it should be added that one of the chief ceremonies at 
the festival is the offering of flrstfruits ; and until it comes 
round neither fu-fu (yams and other things beaten up into a 
paste) nor fresh yams may bo eaten (P. Amaury Talbot, In the 
Shadoxv of the Bush, London, 1912, pp. 74-78). The character 
of the cult leads to the suspicion that it culminates in sexu.al 
intercourse ; but Talbot reports no evidence of this. 

There seem to liave been more than one god of 
fertility in ancient Egypt. This is not to be 
wondered at. The religion, like the State, was an 
amalgam. Tiie gods of the petty States absorbed 
into the kingdom were similarly absorbed into the 
pantheon. Eitlier they were recognized as identi- 
cal with those of the State-religion, or, maintain- 
ing an independent existence, they became the 
special divinities of certain nomes. The chief god, 
in later times at all events, was Osiris, who, wYiat- 
ever else he may have been, was a god of vegeta- 
tion, a god of creative energy who renewed the life 
of all living things. To this his myth, his pictorial 
representations, and his ritual unmistakably point. 
In all these his phallus was emphasized. Herodotus 
relates {ii. 48) that on his festival priapian images 
were carried about the villages oy the women. 
They were each about a cubit in height, with a 
phaiius almost as large as the rest of the figure, 
and worked by strings. We may assume that the 
antics performed with them by the bearers were 
substantially the same .as tiiose on the Slave Coast 
and in the Congo. Osiris was identified by the 
Greeks with their own divinity Uionysus, a god of 
similar character, to whom similar rites were per- 
formed. ■ These were probably Osirian mysteries ; 
there certainly were mysteries connected with the 
worship of Dionysus. In the latter, as well as in 


his worship outside them, the phallus was carried 
about and prominently exhibited (Clem. Alex. Pro- 
trept. ii. ; Arnobius, adv. Gentes, v. 28, 39). Dio- 
nysus w'as not indigenous to Greek soil. He was an 
intrusive deity, probably from Thrace, whose cult 
was accepted in Greece only after considerable 
opposition. His worship was celebrated at the 
festivals by men and women with orgiastic rites, 
in the course of which victims oflered in sacrifice 
were tom in pieces and devoured raw, and the 
devotees indulged in sexual intercourse. The 
excitement, heightened by cries, wild dancing, 
and draughts of wine, ivas credited to possession 
by the god himself. Under cover of darkness 
(for night was the season when the performances 
culminated) all sorts of excesses were committed. 
Whatever was done in this mad rout, the votar- 
esses acting under the inspiration of the god were 
held not to have sacrificed their modesty (Euripides, 
Bacchce, passim). Such a cult, it is obvious, was of 
barbaric origin. In this connexion it must be 
remembered that the Greeks had themselves 
emerged from a low state of civilization, and still 
retained many and startling survivals of that con- 
dition. The savage orgies introduced from Thrace 
and elsewhere found ivilling and powerful allies in 
the barbarous elements yet struggling in the midst 
of a growing culture. Thus reinforced, their 
victory was inevitable, whatever the better minds 
thought of them. They held the immense advan- 
tage that they provided an outlet for religious 
excitement, largely wanting in the more staid and 
regulated worship of Greece. The memory of the 
conflict passed away into the region of myth, 
whence it continued to exercise an influence, by 
no means negligible, in favour of the cult on the 
superstitious of all classes. It is probable, how- 
ever, that contact ivith Greek thought and institu- 
tions refined and softened the ritual, purging it of 
its grosser elements. 

A performance much modified, but containing 
some genuine hints of the barbarous archaic ritual, 
still takes place in the neighbourhood of Viza, the 
old Bizye, the capital of the Thracian kings. 

Christians ot the Greek Church are the actore. It is performed 
on the ilonday of the inst week of Carnival. Tivo KoAoytpoi piny 
the chief parte, disgaiised with head-dresses made each of an 
entire coat-skin without the horns, but stuffed with haj’ and 
failinc down over the face, thus forming a mask, with hoies cut 
for the eyes and mouth. One of them c-arries a mock-boa", the 
other (the principal personnee) wields a wooden phallus. Two 
boys dressed ns cirls are called Koplrtria, or in some of the 
villaces (' brides ’). There are also itarircprAoi, or cj’psies, 
nmonc the performers. Another man personates an old 
woman, called the Babo (of. Baiibo), earryinj a doll (Ancvirar) 
in n b.asket on her arm. This part in some places is taken by 
one of the saTvifitkoi, who is dressed as a woman. Another of 
these g 5 "psies, with the assistance of his wife, forges a plough- 
share. 'The piaj’ includes the pursuit and marriage by the 
chief Kohoyipos of a Kopirai. Ho is subsequently shot by his 
male companion, and mourned by his bride and other actors. 
The preliminaries of burial are gone through ; but he suddenly 
jumps up and comes to life again. The rites of the Greek 
Church are parodied both in the marriage and in the funeral. 
A house-to-house collection by the KoXoyipot, dancing with the 
Kopi'rcria, begins the masquerade, while on the straw-heaps in 
front ot the houses the naTVifitAor and his wife carry out from 
time to time an obscene pantomime. After the ploughshare is 
supposed to be finished, ploughing is represented. The plough 
is cirown contrary to the course of the sun round the village 
square. When the play was witne.'sed by E. II. Dawkins in 
lOOfiat Haghios Oeoi^hios, two of the leoptro-ta were harnessed 
to the plough. They were led by one of the xahoyipot ; the 
other KoXoyipos was at the plough-tail. In front marched the 
*oTo-c'fit,\ot and his wife with long rods; but after the second 
circuit ot the square they were themselves harnessed to the 
plough. A man scattering seed followed, amid cries of ‘ Jlay 
wheat be ten piastres the bushel 1 Eye five piastres the bushel I 
Barley three piastres the bushel ! Amen, O God, that the poor 
may eat 1 Yea, O God, that poor folk bo filled 1 ’ The evening 
was spent in fca.sting on the presents collected during the day 
(JUS xxvi. [1906) 191 ff.). 

It can hardly be denied tliat in this camiv.al 
custom we have the survival of an archaic agricul- 
tural ritual. Its object evidently is to obtain a 
plenteous harvest and probably increase of men 
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and cattle. Of the orgies of ■which we read in the 
Dionysiac cult the remains are here decayed, hut 
unmistakable. Dawkins points out that the koXo- 
yipoi wear padded backs and that the KaT^^^^eXot 
bear wands suggesting that the -vdctim was origin- 
ally beaten. The slayer even yet pretends to nay 
the slain KoKoy^pos. And Dawkins conjectures with 
probability that the latter represents the Thracian 
Dionysus, and that the part was once taken by a 
human victim put to death in do-umriglit earnest. 

Compared with the Dionysiac rites, those of the 
Tliesmorfioria were from our point of view inno- 
cent. The Thesmophoria were celebrated by 
women alone, in honour of Demeter and Kore, in 
the autumnal month of Pyanepsion. Swine were 
offered in sacrifice. Phalli and snakes made of 
dough were carried about and dedicated to the 
goddesses, together ■with fir-cones as emblems of 
fertility and the remains of tlie sacrificed swine, 
by being thro^vvn into the piiyapa, or underground 
vaults appropriate to them as earth-goddesses. 
Men being excluded, there Avas no sexual indulg- 
ence ; but there was flyting — coarse and indecent 
chaff — between the participants. This ribaldry 
was part of the ceremonies ; it was prophylactic, or 
intended ‘to stimulate the fertilizing powers of 
the earth and the human frame.’ Such was indeed 
tlie object of the entire ritual. Primarily agri- 
cultural, it Avas connected Avith the autumnal 
soAving. And its limitation to Avomen probably 
relates back to that earliest stage of agriculture 
AA’hen the labour Avas done entirely by Avomen. 
But, as elseAvhere, the idea of vegetable fecundity 
Avas inseparably mixed up AA'ith that of human 
beings. The fasting and abstinence from sexual 
relations required on the part of the celebrants 
doubtless Avere directed to this double end (CGS 
iii. ch. ii. ; J. E. Harrison, p. 120 fi'.). 

Less important than the Thesmophoria Avere the 
Haloa — like the former, an Attic festival. Their 
centre Avas at Eleusis. The festival, Ave are told, 
Avas held on the threshing-floor ; and it seems to 
have been an autumnal celebration Avhich had been 
displaced to mid-Avinter. Originally in all prob- 
ability dedicated to the goddesses Demeter and 
Kore, as symbolizing the fruits of the earth, it has 
been conjectured that its displacement Avas due to 
the intrusion of Dionysus, who received divine 
honours together Avith the goddesses on the occa- 
sion. HoAveA'er this may be, men played very 
little part in it. The offerings Avere bloodless, 
therefore consisting of vegetable products, and 
Avere presented by the pidestess. The sacred 
symbols of both sexes Avere nandled, the priestesses 
secretly Avhispered into the ears of the Avomen 
present (the men Avere absent) Avords that might 
not be uttered aloud ; and the AVomen themselves 
indulged in jests and flyting similar, it would seern, 
to those of the Thesmophoria, The feast culmi- 
nated in a banquet set out by the archons, but 
partaken of by the female celebrants alone. The 
banquet included cakes shaped like the symbols of 
sex (Harrison, p. 145 if.; (7G5iii. 45lf.). At Greek 
marriages the rite of carrying the phallus in the 
'KIkvov, Avith other emblems of reproduction and 
nlentv, Avas doubtless a charm to produce these 
results. 

The Eleusinian mysteries Avere deeply penetrated 
by Dionysiac influence ; and disgraceful things are 
said to have been done at them, as the Christian 
Fathers do not fail to remind their opponents. 
The most recent researches of scholars, hoAvever, 
have failed to discover, among the fragmentary 
hints supplied by ancient Avriters, any certain 
evidence of practices grosser than those of the 
Thesmophoria and the Haloa. In the AA'orship of 
the Great Mother, introduced from Phrygia, and 
certain other foreign cults the sexual idea Avas 


prominent, though in the case of Cybele the orries 
seem to have taken an ascetic and unnatural ae- 
velopment. Aphrodite was one of such alien god- 
desses ; and her cult, in some places at all events, 
Avas of a most voluptuous description. But Ave 
need not here folIoAV the matter into detail. 

_ In Rome Tutunus or Mutnnus, otherAvise Fas 
cinus, later identified Avith the foreign god Priapns, 
was a verj ancient divinity. He Avas represented 
under the form of a phallus. His office, it Avas 
said, was to avert evil and evil spirits ; to this Ave 
shall return beloAv. Another god, Liber, Avas held 
to preside over fertility, including the cnltiA-ation 
of the vine and the increase of all fruits of the 
field, as Avell as of animals. He Avas AA’orshipped 
in _ connexion with Ceres and Libera, feminine 
deities having a similar office, and, like Tutunus, 
AA'as^ represented as a phallus. An indigenous 
Italian divinity, in course of time he AA’as identified 
with Bacchus. St. Augustine hints at licentious 
rites, and quotes Varro as an authority for the 
celebration of his cult at cross-roads. At his 
festival his image Avas mounted on a car and 
carried round the cross-roads in the country, and 
thence into the city. At Lavinium the feast lasted 
for a month, during which a kind of Saturnalia 
prevailed. The image Avas then brought through 
the forum into the temple of the god, and the most 
honourable matron placed a wreath upon it before 
the assembled people (Aug. de Civ. Dei, vii. 21). 
Libera AA’as identified Avith Venus, and represented 
in the temple by the image of the female organ. 
The excesses of the Bacchanalia at length com- 
pelled the senate to suppress them in Rome {ib. 
vi. 9). 

Sexual excesses on such occasions AA’ere, no 
doubt, like those of the archaic Dionysiac vvorsliip 
in Greece, of a ritual character. Rites of this Icind 
betray their origin in savagery. It is probable 
that they Avere unknoAvn to feAv of the European 
peoples of antiquity ; but Ave have little or no 
evidence of the fact outside the Balkan Peninsula 
and Italy. Throughout medimval Emope the 
various spring festivals seem to have been similar. 
Of some Ave have definite eAudence to this effect. 
Of others it is only a matter of inference from the 
remains in modern times. History affords no 
account of their origin ; they dated back to ‘ a 
time Avhereof the memory of man runneth nm to 
the contrary ’ ; and such a time AA’as one of bar- 
barism. They Avere joyous, mirthful occasions, 
on Avhich young men and Avomen took a pronnnent 
part, mingled and paired off. Though these feasts 
and merrymakings may not have been ahvays 
directly connected Avith agriculture, they AA’ere 
celebrated Avith the effervescence and abandon ot 
reneAved life and enjoyment, Avhen all nature Avas 
reviving from its Avintry death ; and they com- 
memorated, if they did not promote, that revival. 
There can be little doubt that they culminated in 
orgies generally recognized and tacitly permitteu 
(W. Mannhardt, BaumkitUus, Berlin, 1875, ch. v-P 
This was, indeed, one of the charges brought uy 
the English Puritans against the May-day festivals 
(anon.. Essay, in Payne Knight, ^ ‘ 

Stubbes, Anatomic of Abuses, London, loao). 

Analogous customs are still or Avere lately 
existence in the south-Avestem islands ot tue 
Indian Archipelago. 

The inhahitants of the islands of I^ti, Moa, 
divine honours to Upulero, Grand lather Sun, and Upunusa 
Grandmother Earth. They are tivo spints 'on 

and earth respectively. Every year at the ca^erl} j 
the nu««-tree (a species of ihanges ite leai es. 

then that Grandfather Sun comes donn 
mother Earth. For this purpose he descends into the M 

ntrnu of the villaBC-community ; and under th s tree a 

feast is held. The organization of the feast is a aeighty 
of State; for it lasts a "'holemonth. Pigs are cont te^ 
the members of the community according to their BbilitA 
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Blain in honour of Upulero, and afterwards eaten hy the par- 
takers^ of the feast. Thrice in varying terms during the feast 
the village priest calls upon Upulero to come and eat and 
drink; the pork and the chickens, the cooked rice and the 
drink, are ready. In return he is asked to give all good things 
to his expectant children, and to increase the number of the 
nobles and of the people. He is besought for ivory and gold, 
he 18 prayed to fill the fishing-boats, the paddy-baskets, the 
sa^o-vessels, to multiply the goats and pigs, to give food and 
drink, and to cause children to be safely brought into the 
world. Dances of various kinds (among which one is danced 
bj’ women alone, and another — the pisany-dance, emblem of 
the Ufigam — ^by men alone) are performed to the accompaniment 
of drums that hardly cease day or night. The people await 
with expectation the coming of Upulero to fertilize Upunusa, 
and share in his enjovment. Formerly at least, while the feast 
lasted the men and women had unrestricted access to one 
another (J. G. F. Riedel, J)e shtik- en kroesharige Hassen tussehen 
Selebes en Papua^ Hague, 18^6, p. 372). 

Every year when the saZ-tree is in hloasom the 
Oraons of Bengal celebrate the marriage of the 
earth-goddess with Dhanne, the sun-god (see 
Oraons, § 6). 

But not every licentious rite can he accurately 
described as phallic worship. Many are purely 
magical. 

Among the Napa tribes of Manipur a month after the paddy 
is sown, and again before the firstfmits are cut by the village 

E riest, a yenna, or general tabu, accompanied by a festival, is 
eld, when a ‘tug of war’ takes place, the women and girls 
pulling against the men and boys. The object of this is said to 
be to take the omens for the future of the crop. More probably 
it Is intended to assure its future. The rite is attended by 
considerable licence (T. 0. Hodson, Naga Tribe! o] Manipur, 
London, 1911, p. 16S). 


to Man-above, the Grandfather, the Four-OId-Men, and various 
minor gods. It is difficult to suppose, after this preface, that 
actual intercourse did not follow in former times; and It is to 
be gathered from the statement of one of the priests that in 
fact it took place. But it is averred that it Is now prohibited — 
that abstention is necessarj’, else ‘the conne.vion does not 
benefit the people ’ ; although it is admitted that ‘ the tempta- 
tion is greac.' During the act of intercourse, whether real or 
only symbolical, the Transferror places in the woman’s mouth a 
piece of root, which he has brought from the tipi, and which 
represents the seed or food given by the All-Powerful (Man- 
above). On her return to the tipi she transfers it to her 
husband’s mouth directly from her own. Re-entering tlie tipi, 
she says, addressing him, * I have returned, having performed 
the holy act which was commanded ’ ; whereupon he and the 
other i&ncers thank her and pray for her success. The rite Is 
repeated on the second night following with similar formalities. 
It is a dramatic representation in intimate relation with the 
myths of the tribe. The Transferrer represents Man-above, 
while the woman represents the mother of the tribe. ‘The 
issue of their connexion is believed to be the birth of the people 
hereafter, or an increase in population. It is also a plea to all 
protective powers for their aid and care.’ Thus It has a potent 
Influence on the well-being of the people (NtcM Columbian Mtts. 
Pub., Anthrop. iv. [1003] 173, 101). We are told by another 
authority that ‘ at the sun-dance an old man, crying out to the 
entire camp-circle, told the young people to amuse themselves ; 
he told the women to consent if they were approached by a 
j-oung man, for this was their opportunity ’ ; and he deprecated 
jealousy on the part of husbands. The old women, moreover, at 
such dances encouraged the girls to licence (A. L. Kroeher, 
Bull. Ajner. Mus. Bat. Mist, xvii’i. [1902j 15). The Cheyenne 
had an analogous rite at the Sun-dance (G. A. Dorsey, Pield 
Columbian Mm. Pub., Anthrop. lx. [1005) 130). It was also 
comprised In some other of the sacred ceremonies of the 
Arapalio and other tribes— perhaps taken over from the Sun- 
dance (Kroeher, pp. 193, 200, 226 ; Anthrop. Papers, Am. Mm. 
Bat. Hist. L [lOOS] 244). 


The licence attending puherty ceremonies in 
various parts of the world is often great. It is 
sometimes ceremonial, as among the newly-made 
adults on emerging from the rites in many Bantu 
tribes. Even in such cases it cannot be called 
religions without an abuse of terms. It is rather 
a first assertion of adult life, a testing of new con- 
ditions, physical and social, at the most a magical 
proceeding to ensure fertility. Some sexual rites 
are propliylaotic in intention, and will he con- 
sidered later. 

The ancient Nicaraguans, in whose ordinary life 
sexual relations were fairly strict, were reported 
to hold a yearly festival at which women were 
permitted to give themselves up to any men they 
chose (J. G. Muller, .4 freer. Urreligionen, Basel, 1867, 
p. 663). A hint is given hy Dumont in the 18th 
cent, of a similar practice at the harvest festival 
of the Natchez, in Louisiana. This, hoiveyer, 
seems to have been confined to the youth of both 
sexes, and may have been no more than an example 
of the ordinary courting customs (quoted by J. K. 
Swanton, J^S Bttll. BE, 1911, p. 121). In both 
cases details which would have enabled us to judge 
of the meaning of the festival are lacking. 

The tribes of the N. American Plains, at any 
rate, had ceremonies, known as the Sun-dance, 
which were definitely religious. They were 
lengthy and elaborate, extending over eiglit days. 
We possess an excellent account of them by G. A. 
Dorsey.’ He -wfitnessed them on more than one 
occasion. 

The Sun-dance ia performed by the Arapaho In accordance 
with a vow made by a member of the tribe at some crisis of his 
life. The entire community joins in the performance. A great 
lodge Is built, every portion of which with its necessaries is 
Bjunbolic. One of the chief functionaries is the Lodge-maker, 
and another is his official ‘grandfather,’ called the Transferrer. 
At a certain point of the performance the Lodge-maker's wife 
and the Transferrer leave together the Rabbit-tipi, a lodge 
where the secret preparations ate made for the dance. 
Deliberately, solemnly, and In ritual order they prepare for this 
duty. Each is clad in a single robe, all other clothing being 
removed. While a sacred song is sung and intense emotion 
prevails in tlie lodge, they pass out by a sunwise circuit over 
the fumes of rising incense and proceed to a spot a short 
distance away. It is midnight. After a few moments' prayer, 
in which they both emphasize the fact that they arc about to 
do that which had been commanded at the time of the origin of 
the ceremony, and that what they are about to do is in 
keeping with the wish of their Father, the woman throws 
her covering on the ground and lies down on her back. 
The Transferrer, standing hy her side, praj-s and offers her hod v 


On the other hand, the Buffalo-dance of the 
Mandans can only be designated as magical. Its 
object was to obtain a plentiful supply of buffaloes, 
the mainstay of Indian economy. It was part of 
a great annual religious celebration, including 
solemn prayers and offerings to the ‘ Great Spirit * 
and other supernatural powers, and the young 
men’s puherty ordeal of abstinence and tortures. 

The entire series lasted for four day®, during which the 
Buffalo-dance by eight men, disguised in buffalo-skins and 
horns, and imitating in their movements a herd of the animals, 
was repeatedly performed. On the last day, while they are 
thus dancing, there enters to them a grotesque and horrible 
personage, naked and covered with black paint of charcoal and 
grease, who, careering about, scatters terror and dismay among 
the spectators. He is provided with a wooden phallus of colossal 
dimensions, nndabuQalo’s tail. At first he pursues the women, 
hut is ritually foiled by the intervention of the master of the cere- 
monies, armed with the sacred medicine-pipe. After repeated 
onsets of this kind be turns his attention to the eight buffalo- 
dancers and enacts with four of them ns cows the part of a rutting 
bull. This appears to exhaust him. The women and children, 
then no longer afraid of him, crowd around and hustle him, the 
women dancing up to him and challenging him with lascivious 
attitudes. He is thus driven away, the phallus being ulti- 
mately wrested hy one of the women from his body (to which it 
was affixed by a thong) and carried in triumph into the village. 
There from the roof of the medicine-lodge ‘she harangued the 
multitude for some time, claiming that she held the power of 
creation and of life and death over them, that she was the 
father of all the buffaloes, and that she could make them come 
or stay away os she ple.ased.' This gives the clue to the real 
meaning of the weird figure, whom Gatlin, in describing the 
scene, takes to be ‘the Evil Spirit.’ Having possessed herself 
of his distinguishing implement, she temporarily assumed his 
character, she claimed his power, she became ‘ the Father of all 
the Buffaloes.' In that capacity she stopped the dance and 
ordered the tortures to be commenced in the medicine-lodge. 
In exchange for her trophy she received from the master of the 
ceremonies the handsomest dress in the tribe, and was appointed 
to ‘the envied position of conductress of the Feast of the 
Buffaloes, to be given that night'(G. Gatlin, B. Amer. Indians, 
new ed., London, 1876, 1, letter ixii. and/ofium merratum). 

In this extraordinary scene ive clearly have a 
pantomimic representation of a magical nature ; 
for to its strict observance the Mandans attribute 
the coming of buffaloes to supply them with food 
during the season. The performance was, in 
short, believed to ensure the multiplication of the 
animals so necessary to the life of the tribe. 
Gatlin, preoccupied lyith the dance and with the 
horrors of the medicine-lodge, says nothing of a 
scene during the same festival witnessed liy Lewis 
and Clark some thirty years earlier. Various 
young married men offered the use of their respec- 
tive wives to certain elders in place of a doll which 
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the latter were about to embrace, and regarded 
their acceptance as a great honour (M. Lewis and W. 
Clark, Exped. to the Source of the Missouri, reprint,' 
London, 1905, i. 210). The account does not fully 
elucidate the intention of this rite. It is treated 
as if it were the only rite of importance at the 
feast. But the writer was not nimself an eye- 
witness ; he writes from the report of companions. 
We may conjecture that its object was similar to 
that of the Babylonian and Indian customs already 
mentioned. Such an object in the mind of a 
savage would not be inappropriate to the Bufl'alo- 
dance. Indeed, the proceedings of the women at 
the corresponding feast among the Hidatsa recall 
to another writer the women at the temple of 
Mylitta (Dorsey, 11 BBEW [1889-90], p. 505, 
citing Maximilian, Prince of Wied). More obscure 
is the meaning of the medicine-dance, celebrated 
by a Mandan desirous of doing honour to his 
'medicine’ or fetish. A dance by the young 
unmarried women was part of the ceremonies, in 
the course of which they challenged and received 
in public the embraces of the youths (Lewis and 
Clark, i. 211). 

It is thus apparent that what we call licentious 
rites are by no means always to be described as 
worship. They are ritual performances, but prob- 
ably in the vast majority of cases they are intended 
to serve what may more properly be called 
magical purposes. Mimicry, either of the pro- 
cedure or of the result to be attained, is one of the , 
most widely adopted of the processes of magic, i 
It has been fully e.xpounded and abundantly illus- 
trated by Frazer in The Golden Bough. Worship, ; 
however, has been so widely mixed with magic, J 
especially in the lower culture, that it is not at all j 
times easy to distinguish them. And, where magic j 
relies to any extent, as it often does, on the assist- j 
ance of supernatural beings, mimicry may be | 
interpreted as an acted prayer, intended to make j 
clear to the being whose aid is sought exactly j 
what services are required. It is especially note- 
worthy that licentious rites are frequent (if a 
stronger word may not be used) at agricultural 
festivals. Nor is it overstating the facts to say j 
that such rites are most fully developed and prac- 
tised by a settled agricultural community. At 
agricultural festivals the gladness for the opening 
spring or the gathered harvest finds overflowing 
expression, the hopes, the aspirations for future 
increase of men, cattle, and fruits of the earth are 
uttered in a crescendo of acts as well as Avords; 
dancing and alcohol powerfully contribute to an 
excitement of growing intensity ; and worship 
becomes an orgy. 

Indeed, a recent investigation of the aboriginal 
tribes of Mexico goes farther, and attributes liter- 
ally and physically the continuance of the Tara- 
humares to their agricultural festivals. 

The niitional drink of the tribe is tesvino, an intoxicating: 
liquor made from Indian corn. It is 'an integral part of the 
Tarahumare religion. It is used at all its celebrations, dances, 
and ceremonies.’ At the festivals food and drink are offered to 
the gods, speeches are made, and dances perlonned. ‘ While 
the dancing and singing, sacrificing and speechmaking are 
going on, the people behave with decorous solemnity and 
formality. The ceremonies are never interrupted by unseemly 
conduct : everj’body deports himself with grave sobriety, and 
refrains from loud talking and laughing, and from making any 
disrespectful noise. But after the gods have been given their 
share, the people go in, no less energetically, for enjoying them- 
selves.’ It is, in fact, the avowed aim and intention of every- 
body to get drunk ; and tiie drinking ends in a sexual debauch. 

‘ Under the influence of the liquor, men and women rapidly lose 
that bashfulness and modesty which in ordinary life are such 
characteristic traits of their deportment . . . Aside from social 
and religious considerations, the drinking of tesvino is a vital 
factor in the national life of the tribe. Incredible as it may 
sound, yet, after prolonged and careful research into this 
interesting psychological problem, I do not hesitate to spite 
that in the ordinary course of his existence the uncivilised 
Tarahumare is too bashful and modest to enforce his matri- 
monial rights and privileges; and that by means of tesvino 


chiefly the race is kept alive and increasing. It is cspcciallv at 
the feasts connected with the agricultural work that sevtiil 
promiscuity takes place’ (C. Lumholtz, Unknoxen ilciico 
2 vols., London, 1903, i. 253, 350 ff.). 

But sexual indulgence in a ritual form occurs on 
other occasions. 


Thus at the time of the blossoming of the rice, and for the 
purpose of increasing the yield, in some districts of Java the 
owner of the rice-field and his wife run round it naked, and 
then and there unite in conjugal embraces (Wilken, iii 41) 
Among the Pipiles of Central America, after four days’ absti- 
nence, the husband and wife _on the night before 'plantiiw 

' ' This was ‘eiijoincS 

default of which it 

I was not luwiui to sow me seeci/ * Certain persons are even said 
to have been appointed to perform the sexual act at the very 
moment when the first seeds were deposited in the ground’ 
(Gf^, pt. i.. The Magic Art, ii. 0S). On the other hand, on the 
islands of Ambon and Vliase, in order to promote the fertility 
of the cloves, if a poor crop be threatened, the man goes to the 
plantation by night, alone and naked, and there simulates 
coition with one of the trees, crying out ‘ More cloves 1 ’ (Wilken, 
iii. 46). 

These performances are unaided by festival 
stimulus. They are an obvious application of 
mimetic magic to agricultural purposes, or are 
intended, as Wilken suggests, to excite the sexual 
passions attributed to the growing crops regarded 
as living things, and so to promote their fecundity 
(iii. 175). In Java, at the ingathering of the rice, 
bundles of ears are tied up to represent a bridal 
pair; and the harvest is carried out ivith the 
ceremonies of a marriage (f 6. 41 ; cf. 175). 

The Egyptian procession of women in honour of 
Osiris, to which reference has already been made, 
seems to have been at least tinged Avith Avor.sliip. 
As described by Herodotus, it Avas led by a flute- 
player; and the Avomen folloAved, singing the 
praises of the god. They carried priapian figures, 
Avorked by means of strings. We may suspect 
from this description that in origin it avos a magical 
rite, Avhich had grown up independent of strictly 
cultual associations. The influence of such asso- 
ciations may liave purified it of its grosser features ; 
for the historian gives us no hint of sexual licence 
on the occasion. In India, Avhere Siva is AA’or- 
shipped under the form of the lihgam, the idol has 
a purely conventional shape, and is not of itself 
suggestive of sexual ideas. Siva seems to have 
been a non-Aryan deity, adopted subsequently to 
Vedic times into the Hindu pantheon._ There he 
has obtained a higlily exalted position. His 
worship has spread more or less throughout India. 
The 6aivas do not connect his symbol AA'ith eroti- 
cism ; indeed, an erotic tendency is markedly 
absent from his ascetic cult (art. HINDUISM, vol. 
vi. p. 701 ; cf. Sellon, Mem. Anthrop. Soc. i. 327), 

though it is said that certain sectaries among the 

Avorshippers of 'V'isnu, by Avhom the female emblem 
is Jionoured as the manifestation of the poAver or 
energy of the god in female form, and the Vama- 
charis, Avho Avorship the female counterpart of 
§iva, at times indulge in an orgiastic puja, com- 
parable to the Avorst things recorded or imagined 
of Eskimo feasts or the nocturnal revels of medueval 
Avitclies (Dubois, p. 286 ; Census of India, 
Report, xvi. 76). These rites may be survivals ot 
an aboriginal practice ; they may, on the otiier 
hand, be an abuse of comparatively modern date. 
In this connexion it is not unimportant to mention 
the fact to Avhich Crooke calls attention, namely, 
that, if phallic practices — and indeed pliallio Avor- 
ship in general— be a non-Aryan cult, it Avas by 
no means universal among the aboriginal races oi 

^"whatever be the case of the Vaisnavite and 
Vamachari practices, phallic rites, as we liave seen, 
Avere an ancient institution in Rome ; but tno 
AVorst excesses seem to have arisen after tlie im- 
portation of foreign deities, and perhaps as part oi 
the depravation of manners among certain cla.se 
of the population at a time of increasing luxury 
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and leisure. The Roman god Fascinus was served 
by the Vestal Virgins as priestesses {MNxxvni. 7), 
whose rule of chastity was proverbially strict. The 
rites of the Bona Dea probably had relation to the 
promotion of fecundity of the earth and of women, 
as part of the general prosperity. They were 
celebrated by women alone ; and, though we 
gather that they were more or less orgiastic, it 
was only after the admission of men in the early 
days of the empire that disorders resulted (L. 
Preller, Bom. Mi/thologie^, 2 vols., Berlin, 1881-83, 
i. 403). We must, however, be on our guard 
against supposing that all the Roman rites in 
honour of fertility were originally what we call 
innocent. We have little or no direct evidence on 
the subject. But we cannot he far wrong in think- 
ing that, not only in Rome but throughout Italy, 
the festivals of Liber and the Saturnalia (held at 
the completion of the sowing) conformed to similar 
festivals elsewhere in including sexual relations, 
which were, in origin at all events, magical in 
their object. Attention has been already called 
to the probably similar character of the May-day 
and other celebrations of medimval Europe. 

Reference has also been made to megalithic 
monuinents. Evidence of their use as phallic 
representations is particularly abundant in France 
and the neighbouring countries. On many of these 
stones, as well as on certain natural rocks, women 
desirous of children or of being married rub them- 
selves. Sometimes the husbands take part in the 
ceremony. Nor is it confined to stones and rocks : 
trees of suggestive appearance or statues of saints 
and other objects are equally resorted to for this 
and similar practices, and are doubtless equally 
efleotive. Menhirs, indeed, are frequently the 
centre of rites, such as dancing, singing, and kiss- 
ing, which can be nothing else but survivals of 
religious observances. Some of them have been 
surmounted by a cross, and thus (possibly, too, 
with other rites) consecrated to Christianity. The 
legends that have gathered round consecrated and 
unconsecrated alike bear witness to their pagan 
origin, and to the enduring devotion of the peas- 
antry, which has here and there conquered the 
aversion of their spiritual guides and compelled a 
compromise with the old heathenism. The popu- 
lation was converted only by slow degrees to a 
higher religion. The ancient sanctity of these 
objects, the potency once ascribed to them, would 
linger on, though with decreasing influence. 
Their shape would alone remain to fix the specu- 
lations of generations that had forgotten the 
religious beliefs and the plenitude of the rites of 
their forefathers. Round that shape the vague 
remains of those primitive beliefs would crystallize 
and be expressed in tale and superstition, some- 
times thinly overlaid by Christianity, but more 
often sturdily independent of it. Else\yhere in 
Europe and the surrounding islands, and in many 
other parts of the world, analogous rites for the 
cure of sterility are, or have oeen, performed. 
They frequently exhibit a mixture of magic and 
religion profoundly interesting to the student of 
anthropology (Hartland, Primitive Paternity, i. 
124 11'., and the authorities there referred to). The 
illustration of the subject belongs to the considera- 
tion of sympathetic magic rather than to the 
present inquiry. It is enough to observe in this 
place that it is but one application of a wide-spread 
notion that contact with something to which 
sacredness or power is for anj’ reason attributed 
will result in conferring an ajipropriate benefit. 
Where in tho progress of civilization the practice 
of endeavourinn to secure fertility in this manner 
has been abandoned, survivals in jest or proverb 
are often found. Thus at Cerne Abbas, if an 
unmarried girl becomes pregnant, the current ex- 


pression is, ‘ She has been sitting on the giant.’ 
In the same way, in Provence, a girl was said to 
have ofTered her virgin robe to St. Foutin (anon.. 
Essay, in Payne Knight, p. 134). 

Another magical proceeding is the employment 
of phallic figures as amulets. It was well known 
in classical antiquity, and many such amulets for 
personal wear, especially from Italy, are still 
extant. The priapic form of boundary-stones is 
probably due to a belief in its prophylactic value. 
This form, or perhaps the god nmom it represented 
and embodied, was held to have power to avert 
evils of various kinds, as well as to ensure fertility. 
Negatively considered, indeed, to ensure fertility 
is to avert evil. An emblem of fertilizing power, 
the phallus was the foe of sterility, of death, and 
of all the ills that flesh is heir to. It protected 
fields and vineyards alike against birds and 
human thieves and the subtler influences that 
withheld the fruit or spoiled tho crops. It Avas 
sculptured on the Avails of buildings, as at Alatri, 
near Rome, Avhere it is still to be seen, but Avhere, 
by a revulsion of custom, it has long been a semi- 
religious practice for the inhabitants to go out cn 
masse to mutilate tho figures on Easter Monday 
(A. J. C. Hare and St. C. Baddeley, Days near 
Borne*, London, 1906, p. 140). Yet tlie same in- 
habitants doubtless commonly caiTy it as a talis- 
man on their oAvn persons. The emblem has also 
been found scratched on Roman buildings in 
Britain. The continued belief in its apotropieic 
power seems to account for its appearance on the 
doorAvays of tlie cathedral at Toulouse and other 
churches in France {anon.. Essay, in Payne Knight, 
p. 124) and a corresponding belief for the Sheila- 
na-gig in these islands. The same reason possibly 
accounts for the ‘ pillars of shamelessness^ AA’hich 
Clement of Alexandria {Protrept. iv.) tAvits the 
heathen with setting up in their houses and guard- 
ing Avith scrupulous care. The passage ns it 
stands appears to extend to other images and 
mytholopcnl pictures ; but Ave must perhaps make 
allowance for the author’s puritanical bias and 
controversial purpose and for his rhetoric. So the 
phalli reported to have been brought aAvay by 
those Avho Avere initiated into the mysteries of 
Aphrodite at Cyprus Avere probably amulets secur- 
ing the protection of the deity [ib. ii. ; Amobius, 
adv. Gentos, v. 19). Small medals in lead bearing 
phallic representations have been found in the 
Seine ; they seem to be identifiable as amulets 
(anon.. Essay, in Payne Knight, p. 137). 

The furniture of ancient tombs frequently in- 
cludes phalli — perhaps to AA’ard off evil from the 
dead (a striking example from Egypt is mentioned 
in Dulaure, p. 43). Large stones of phallic shape 
liaAm repeatedly been found in graves of the 
Viking age, in Norway, both on the numerous 
fiords and inland. Some of them are preserved in 
the museum at Christiania. Their exact purpose 
is unknoAvn ; but it has been conjectured that they 
Avere in fact phalli, and Avero intended to serve a 
similar purpose to that of the smaller objects in 
the Mediterranean area (the Avriter is indebted for 
this information to tho late Dr. Henry Colley 
March, Avho had examined the stones and discussed 
their intention Avith the curator of the museum). 
On the other hand, it may bo that they are to be 
classed Avith the ‘pillars of Avhite stone ’frequently 
set up on barrows in Scandinavia, Avhich Avere 
probaoly connected AA-ith ancestor-AA’orsUip, and 
may Inwe been, as their shape suggests, phalli 
(Goblet d’Alviella, The Migration of Symbols, Eng. 
tr., London, 1894, p. 107). 

The phallus broke through AAutchcrafts. Against 
the evil eye it Avas potent. Therefore victorious 
generals had tho image of Fascinus before their 
cars in their triumphal processions in Rome. From 
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the use of the symbol at Eome the god Fascinus 
probably acquired that name, and tlie word /asci- 
num (‘enchantment,’ ‘witchcraft’) became an 
ordinary word for the phallus. Even to-day, in 
Italy and other Mediten-anean countries, the figure 
of a phallus is among the commonest amulets worn 
by men, women, and children, though often dis- 
guised as a closed list, with the thumb protruding 
between the first and second fingers. In this form 
it is called the /Ico, or ‘ fig ’ ; and the action of 
forming the j?co is a customary prophylactic im- 
provised against a suddenly suspected witchcraft, 
such as an assault of the evu eye {q.v.). In 
Minahassa (Celebes) the same gesture is made. 
It is not only a defence from, but also a defiance 
of, the evil eye. By an extension of the idea it 
becomes a defiance of a human opponent in a 
quarrel ; on the island of Ambon, when men are 
quarrelling, one of them will uncover his sexual 
organ as a challenge to the other (Wilken, iii. 318) 
— probably, with its innuendo of magic, all the more 
deadly. In India a tiny plate of gold, called the 
tali, shaped like the leaf of the Indian fig-tree, and 
representing the phallus, is tied about a woman’s 
neck at her marriage. When, in the 18th cent., 
Roman Catholic missionaries endeavoured to sub- 
stitute the cross, they met with such resistance 
among their converts that they were forced to a 
compromise : the tali was still permitted to be 
worn, but a cross was engraved upon it (Dulaure, 
p. 81, citing Sonnerat). On the island of Nias the 
centre of the panels composing the walls of a 
ho\ise is filled with a sort of rosette; but very 
often the rosette is replaced by a phallus, more or 
less disguised, but still recognizable. When an 
epidemic has broken out in a kampong^ (whence 
our word * compound ’), or enclosed family settle- 
ment, grotesque and horrible figures are set up at 
the entrances to neighbouring Jcampongs to frighten 
away the evil spirit causing the sickness. Often 
these figures are adorned with extraordinarily large 
organs of sex. In the northern district of the 
island the sexiial organs forming part of the image 
of the adu (which, as we have seen, is ithyphallic) 
are avowedly emphasized to frighten away the 
hostile spirits, rather than as a symbol of fecundity 
or an amulet against the evil eye (de Zwaan, pp. 
66, 64). 

These purposes, however, are not incompatible 
Avith one another. 

Just as the phallus came in the ancient world to have a 
much extended significance, in Japan, from representing- the 
generative or procreative power, ‘ it has become the symbol of 
the more abstract conception of lusty animal life, the foe to 
death and disease. Hence its use as a ma^cal prophylactic 
appliance. In Shinto this latter principle is much the more 
prominent. It is embodied in the name Sahe no kami, which 
means “preventive deities." The application of this epithet is 
clear from the circumstance that in a norito [liturgical prayer] 
they are invoked for protection against the “unfriendly and 
savage beings of the Boot Country,” that is to say Yomi or 
Hades. These by no means imaginary personages . . . repre- 
sent, or rather are identical with, diseases and other evils 
associated with death and the grave. Epidemic and contagious 
diseases are specially intended. Hence the Sahe no kami are 
also called Yakushin, or “Pestilence Deities,” meaning the Gods 
who ward off pestilence, a phrase wrongly taken in later times 
to signify the Gods who produce pestilence ’ (Aston, p. 18T). 

We have seen that the peach is in Japan the 
representative of the kteis. In conformity Avith 
this symbolism peach-Avood staves Avere used in 
the demon-expelling ceremony on the last day of 
the year. At the festival in honour of the Sahe 
no Kami, or phallic deities, held at the first full 
moon of the year, boys used to go about striking 
the younger Avomen Avith potsticks ' employed in 
the making of gruel on the occasion. This Aims 
held to ensure fertility. The sticks Avere of avIHoav, 
Avhittled near the top into a mass of adherent j 
shaA'ings ; and it is suggested Avith probability 
tliat they had a phallic significance (Aston, p. 
189 f.). The Ainu, the Arunta of Central Aus- 


tralia, and other peoples, it is true, use simUar 
Avands in their sacred ceremonies apparently Avith- 
out any phallic meaning. The [iractice at the 
Japanese festival, hoAvever, coincides Avith that of 
the Luperci, avIio pursued and struck Avonien Avith 
thongs of goat-skin for a fertilizing purpose. It 
resembles also that of striking Avoinen and girls 
with Avillow- or birch-tAvigs at various modem 
European festivals. About Roding in the Upper 
Palatinate the bride is thus struck as she ivalks up 
from the church-door to her seat at the marriage 
service (Hartland, Prim. Paternity, i, 103, citiu" 
authorities). It is reasonably clear that in afi 
these cases the intention is to promote fertility. 
This intention is quite certain if AA-e compare AA-ith 
these rites one reported from the Konkan, Bombay 
Presidency, India. 

AA'e are told that the Konkan villagers on the day of an 
eclipse ‘strike barren trees with a pestle, in order that they 
may bear fruit and flowers. A barren AA'oman is also beaten 
with the same motive.’ Presumably it is meant that the 
woman is beaten with the same instrument as the trees. The 

5 estle is obviously regarded as a phallus (Jackson-Enthoven, 
'L SVotes, ii. B, recording a report by the schoolmaster, at 
Ealse, Eatnagiri). 

Phalli Avere used Avith ritual significance by the 
heathen Norsemen. An ancient poem in dialogue 
still exists in Avhich is delineated a ceremony 
apparently performed in the family of a kart, or 
peasant-farmer. 

The goodman himself, his wife, son, and daughter, and the 
thml! and bondmaid take the phallus in turn, eacli repeating an 
appropriate stave or spell, and handing it on to the next. 
Three guests, howei’er, are present; and one of them, unkno-wn 
to the goodman, is the king, St. Olaf. When it comes to his 
turn, he seizes the object and casts it to the dog, to the no ^11 
consternation of the gooduife. With tlie family’s recomition 
of him the poem breaks off abruptly (G. Vigfusson and F. Y. 
Powell, Corpus J^oet. BoreaU, 2 vols., Oxford, 188S, U. 380). 
Such objects seem to be included in those de- 
nounced in the Scandinavian Church laAV under 
the name of bloeti, ‘halloAved thing’ or ‘ talisman’ 
(ib. i. 408). Their precise use is, hOAvever, un- 
certain. 

The origin of the Avide-spread custom of circum- 
cision and of the related mutilations of the sexual 
organs, both male and female, has often been dis- 
cussed (see art. Circumcision), and needs po more 
than a passing notice here. These rites are 
unquestionable eAudence of the preooovmation of 
the savage mind Avith sexual matters. Whatever 
other motives may have contributed to their 
institution, there can be no doubt that they are 
above all a preparation for adult life — that is to say, 
for the sexual life — and are intended to facilitate 
the procreation of children. This Avas, of course, 
in normal cases quite needless ; but the practice 
had regard not merely to individual convenience 
and comfort, but also to the_ Avider interests of 
society. As a social act, it_ is found connected 
Avith religion in very rudimentary grades of 
ciAulization. In the loAver culture generally it is 
performed on a number of patients at the same 
time, at or near adolescence, and avowedly as an 
initiation into adult life. Instruction in their 
future duties, and in fact the AA'hole moral code o| 
the tribe, but especially in relation to sexual 
matters, and in the religious traditions and sanc- 
tions AA-hich form the tribal belief, is commonly an 
important part of the proceedings. Tlie religious 
element, to be sure, in this definite form is not 
invariably found ; but, Avhere the practice surAUves 
into a more advanced stage, a distinctly religious 
motive is usually imputed. 

Among the Ewhe and Yoruha of the Blare Coast it " 

ne^ alt of sacrifice to Elegba (Ellis, 
p. 66). A similar rite Avas enacted by the 
?n presentation of the infant boy in temple on the tw enU 
eighth or twenty-ninth day after . birth ; and -t costa sWtes 
generallvof Jlexico (perhaps meaning the city and donfina A 
tribe of the country) that the mother brought the ch Id to tne 
priest in the temple, and that ho made a 'mall cut m the e r 
and in the prepuce (H. H. Floss, Dos Eeiprig. 
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866 f.)- But the accounts do not clearly show the extent of the 
operation. Among the Hebrews it certainly was a religious 
ceremony ; moreover, the importance attached to the male 
organ was such that oaths were taken upon it, and that admit- 
tance to the national religious privileges was debarred to those 
who were not circumcised, and to those whose organs, on the 
other hand, were not perfect in every other respect. Among 
the Muhammadans (as probably among the ancient Arah^ 
circumcision is likewise a religious rite. In Arabia at the 
present day it is performed at a festival, formerly, there can be 
little doubt, of n licentious character, and probably a survival 
of the spring festival in which the ancient Semitic mother- 
goddeM was honoured (Q. A. Barton, A Sketch of Semitic 
Origins, New York, 1002, pp. 99, 110). Circumcision takes place 
among Muhammadans at an early age, and it is not now, what- 
ever it may have been in ‘ the times of ignorance,’ in strictness 
a puberty rite. But it may be noted that puberty rites are 
very commonly the occasion of licentious outbursts and mis- 
cellaneous sexual commerce. 

3. General considerations. — The various prac- 
tice.s, then, commonly and collectively known as 
phallic worship are a congeries of rites partly 
cultual and partly magical. Wliile many of them 
are easily distinguishable into these two classes, 
many, on the other hand, are on the border-line 
between cult and magic. Religion and magic 
alike originate in the emotional nature of man- 
kind, rather than in the reasoning faculties ; and 
only in the highest civilizations, if completely 
even there, are they separated. 

In savage and barbaric stages of culture sexual 
matters are discussed with more openness than 
with us. They are taken more as a matter of course. 
The literature of every country discloses how long 
tins habit may persist into the higher civilization. 
Greater or less laxity of sexual morality, despite 
individual jealousies, is likely to be an accompani- 
ment of this freedom of speech. It is notorious, in 
fact, among a large number of peoples. Races, to 
be sure, difter in this respect. Some are com- 
paratively cold ; among others erotic passion is a 
prominent characteristic, impelling them to con- 
tinual gratification and change of object. Tliat 
it should frequently be encouraged and consecrated 
W religion is only what we might anticipate. 
Thus it comes about that religious festivals— 
prepared for by days or weeks of anxious obser- 
vances, fasting, and asceticism, during which the 
emotions are gradually excited and wrought to a 
high tension — culminate in a recoil of wild indul- 
gence of the pent-up passions. The community 
comes together in general assembly on such 
occasions. The social instincts are gratified, and 
the imagination and the feelings are stimulated, 
by the dances and other ceremonies performed and 
witnessed in common. All the physical needs, all 
the desires previously repressed, are satisfied ; 
and, since sexual impulses are as crude and almost 
as powerful in primitive humanity as the craving 
for food, their unrestrained indulgence is parallm 
with the unlimited eating and drinking on these 
occasions. This consecration of outbursts of 
debauchery by religion, when once it has taken 
place, preserves them for long periods as a physical 
and social pleasure and, more, as a religious duty, 
amid the clianges of culture and growing refine- 
ment of manners. 

While a dispassionate view of religion refuses to 
identify it with sexual and amatory passion (see 
art. Female Peinciple), these are, notwithstand- 
ing, intimately related. Emotion, once excited 
in any direction, is often either diverted into 
another or carries with it in its vehemence objects 
not at first contemplated— nay, even fills and over- 
flows all the channels of life. The very strength 
of sexual passion, upon which the continuance of 
the race depends, renders it peculiarly liable to 
attract and unite with religious emotion. That it 
has done this in all historical ages is shown not 
merely by phallic practices and tlie use of phallic 
emblems such as we have considered, but equally 
by the sensual or the ascetic excesses into which 


religious fanaticism almost everywhere falls. The 
crazy votaries of the Mother of the Gods, who in 
her honour deprived themselves of their manhood, 
were the subjects of sexual obsession no less than 
the worshippers of Anaitis or Elegba. Vowed 
celibacy, whether solitary or in communities, of 
all religions is preoccupied -with the sexual idea. 
It leads to nauseous developments, like those of 
St. Teresa or St. Catharine of Siena ; or human 
nature gives way under the strain to unregulated 
physical satisfaction of the very passions wdiich it 
has endeavoured to suppress. Through intense 
erotic passion in its higher manifestations, as 
through intense religious passion, there runs a rich 
vein of mysticism. The religious devotee and the 
lover are alike impelled to union with the object of 
devotion — union which is envisaged as more than 
corporeal, loftier, more intimate, merging the 
being in that which is so eagerly adored. All 
others are renounced, contemned. In religion, 
where the object is by the nature of the case 
incapable of possession, of appropriation, the 
worshipper has no means of complete satisfaction 
of his passion. Especially where the object is 
conceived as of the opposite sex, his passion in 
extreme cases becomes monomania. Even where 
it falls short of that, it often drives him to extra- 
vagances and fantastic surrogates for the satisfac- 
tion which is denied him. The lives of ancient 
hermits, the annals of the cloister, as well as the 
history of many a Christian sect, bear abundant 
witness to the evil ; and Christianity has had no 
monopoly of it. 

Save in a few instances, however, such ns the 
worship of Cybele, the eroto-religious fervour in 
paganism exhausts itself in occasional orgies. In 
the intervals the worshippers are sane ; the intoxi- 
cation past, they resume their normal selves. 
Usually intermittent outbreaks are sufficient to 
satisfy the human craving for excitement. When 
sexual passion is crude and easily expended on 
other obieots, and when the religious ideal is child- 
like and undeveloped, so tliat the dirinity is 
imagined as quite apart from humanity and without 
any intimate sympathies with the individual 
worshipper, but rather as the ruler of a tribe or 
community, sexual passion does not morbidly and 
continuously project itself into the religious 
sphere. Tlie periodical religious orgies afford 
ample scope for the gratification of the sexual 
instinct beyond the normal indulgence. In that 
stage sexual and religious mysticism asks no more 
than the belief that the orgies are an imitation, a 
dramatic representation, of the divine procedure, 
or an assistance to it — in either case a religious 
duty — and a social enjoyment croivned with the 
privilege of sharing it in some sense with the god. 

For illustrations of the stage in question we may 
refer to the festivals in honour of Grandfather 
Sun and Grandmother Earth in various E. Indian 
islands and to the Sun-dance of the tribes of the 
N. American Plains. The worship of the old 
Semitic mother-goddess and of the cognate divini- 
tiesof S.W. Asia seemsto have been not dissimilar. 
To this type we may probably also refer the 
ancient Thracian worship of Dionysus. When by 
a missionary movement he entered Greece, his 
cult became more individual ; it was raised to a 
higher plane and refined ; Orphic influences and 
speculations, originating perhaps in Crete, gave it 
a new tone and content. 

The divinity associated with these periodical 
orgies, as soon as he has assumed definite character- 
istics, is found to be one among whoso attributes 
fertility is prominent. To him the mild and genial 
sunshine, the rains and revival of nature, all the 
conditions of the fruitfulness of earth, the increase 
of food, and the multiplication of the people are 
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ascribed. His worship is directed to obtain these 
blessings, without which life is impossible. The 
rites are not confined to prayer and sacrifice, as to 
a strictly personal being. What we call magic 
mingles with these and rivals them in potency. 
It is, in fact, an essential part of the performance. 
The social gatherings and the rites are no doubt 
far older than the divinity, far older than any 
practical aim beyond that of pleasure and grati- 
fication. They were in their rude beginnings an 
expression of the emotions of the community 
before the divine personality was dimly imagined. 
His worship and symbols have grown out of them. 
The process was probably unconscious. Many 
generations may have elapsed before a motive less 
vague than social enjoyment was evolved for the 
periodical reunions. Hut, when man’s curiosity 
about himself and his sun’onndings led him to 
discover the connexion of sexual passion with the 
mystery of birth, then the dance, the rhythmical 
cries, and the sexual indulgence practised in the 
assemblies of the group would be fitted with a 
deeper meaning. They would be held to arouse 
the emotions and kindle the appetites of the 
animals and the crops, more or less personalized and 
interpreted in human terms, or to act as spells 
directly on them ; or they would become appeals 
to, and perchance a species of co-operation with, 
the higher powers conceived as ruling the course of 
nature. Social amusement would thus be trans- 
figured into obligation, and the welfare of the 
community would be held to be dependent on its 
punctual observance. 

A cult like this is apt to become specially devel- 
oped in a population dependent for the supply of 
food and other necessaries and comforts of life on 
some form of agriculture, though not, as we have 
seen, exclusively confined to these. Its rites relate 
to the immediate needs of the community. Their 
symbols are drawn from those needs. The festi- 
vals are held at periods Avhen the chief labours of 
the year are about to be undertaken or are just 
completed — before sowing, in the interval between 
sowing and harvest, and after the crops have been 
gathered in. These ate the times when the col- 
lective emotions are liveliest and the pause in the 
collective labours gives opportunity for feeling the 
awakening influences of the spring, the an.xiety 
for the success of the operations of tiie year, or the 
satisfaction, gladness, and sense of security of the 
results. It is no wonder that they overflow in 
words and actions repressed (it may be sternly) at 
other times, and regarded with disgust by a civiliza- 
tion that has risen above such coarse and brutal 
exhibitions. For what an experienced observer 
says, describing the harvest festival in Borneo, is 

of wide application : ...... 

* The whole (estival is a celebration or cult of the principle of 
fertility and vitalit}’— thatof the women no less than that of the 
padV (0. Hose and W. SIcHougall, Pagan Tribes of Borneo, 
2 vols., London, 1912, i. 112). 

Some of these festivals took the form of a sacred 
marriage — a marriage, f.e., of the god and goddess 
of fertility, such as the nianiage of the sun-god 
and earth-goddess celebrated by the Oraons and in 
the E. Indian Archipelago. 

• At Calah,’ once the capital of Assyria, ‘the marriage of the 
cod Nabu appears to have been annually celebrated on the 
third of the month lyyar or Aim, which corresponded to May 
{GBi, pt. i.. The Manic Art, ii. 130). The marpage of Zens and 
Hera was performed annually in various parts of Greece. In 
India, in the Salem district of the Jfadras Presidency, the 
Malavalis, a Tamil tribe, celebrate the marriage o! them tribal 
god, Sarvaraj-am, with- the goddess of the Cauvery river. This 
union is supposed to fertilize the cultivated lands of the tribe 
(FB yxii. [mi] 229). Among the Banibara of the Niger hasm 
in W. Africa the male and female idols ore believed to couple at 
the time of the annual sacrifices offered before the rainy season 
(J. Henry, L'Sme d'un pcupU africain 
1910, p. 151). Frazer suggests that the 
May at European spring festivals are relic 
In this connexion it is interesting tc 


festival, a peasant celehmlion of a similar character, in Gujarat, 

a mock-marriage ■' ' 

dressed as bride 
•Gujarat,’ Mazg: 

conjecture be correct or not— and’ it is not unfeasible— we 
frequently find in such ceremonies the part of the goddess 
played by a mortal woman. In Athens Dionysus was married 
every year to the queen, the wife of the kingarchon. Probably 
the annual spring festival in Scandinavia, when the image of 
Frey was drawn round the country in a waggon, accompanied 
by his young priestess, who was called the god’s wile, ivas a 
similar rite (Grimm, Teut. Myth. i. 213; GB\ pt. i., The Magic 
Art, ii. 143). The Blackfeet of N. America are said to have 
married the sun every year to the moon, represented by a 
maiden or a woman who had had only one husband. The 
Algonquins married their nets to two young girls of six or seven 
years of age (thus securing that they were virgins); and the 
Hnrons adopted the custom from them {GIF, pt. i., The Magic 
A n, ii. 146 f.). These are evidently rites to secure fertility and 
pleiitj'. As might be expected, the consummation of the divine 
union often comes to be enacted. It was so in the case of 
Dionysus in Athens; ‘but whether the part of the god was 
plaved by a man or an image we do not know’ (ib. p. 130). 
Aniong the Orilons the priest and his wife represent the divine 
personages. Jagannath’s bride is put into the god’s bed, and 
a Brahman is said to join her there, to play the god’s part 
A ffirther stage is reacbeil wlien tlie god is 
provided -with a permanent wife or wives. 

The ancient Egyptian queen was held to be wedded to the 
god Ammon, who approached her in the likeness of her earthly 
consort, the Pharaoh, as Uther Pendragon approached Igrayne 
and the hero Astrabakus the wife of Ariston, king of Sparta. 
Similarly, in Babylon a woman was keiit in the lofty temple of 
Bel as his wife. ‘The Indians of a village in Peru have been 
known to marry a beautiful girl, about fourteen years of age, to 
a stone shaped like a human being, which they regarded as a 
god (huaca). All the villagers took part in the marriage cer^ 
mony, which lasted three days, and was attended with uiuch 
revelry. The girl thereafter remained a virgin and sacrinccd to 
the idol for the people. They shelved her the uttermost rever- 
ence and deemed her divine’ (tb. p. 146). 

In such cases the provision of a wife was probably 
looked upon ns an ordinary duty to the god, wiio 
was thought of in anthropomorphic terms. Sucli 
wife frequently became his priestess. And the 
relation between the god and his wife may not 
always have been the direct cause of fertility or 
other blessings to the worsliippers, though doubt- 
less the neglect to provide a wife would have 
aroused the divine resentment. 

In India, where prostitutes are attached to a temple, 
first married to the god. The Ka kolans. a c.aste of Tamil 
weavers, deem it riglit that at least one girt m p' W fam'h 
should be dedicated to tlie temple service. At ®mmbatore the 
marriage ceremony is performed before the idoh.PrfSf'®® 
Siva. A Brahman tics the tali upon her :an^d fnv 

is represented by a sword, which is laid X 

one else is .allowed to approach her. So reahstimallj is tne 
relation between the god and the girl ar" 

death the idol, as her husband, has to “hserve tlm custo J 

death petlut’o , — ^ of flf Thurston, Cliisfes 



Widely Dractised in India Is that of marrying ssw'* 
XntoVot marrying an wa«Aa-pIant to a 
so forth. This is performed by husbands and wi' es to 
offspring (Caisuso/ India, 1911, Report, vii. 63, xvi. 1-6. 

^'oe^Lrally, when from various causes a pftnthera 
develops, the individual divinities ^ 

or less specialized, and the 

love andSiuman fecundity is often severed from 
that of the multiplication of flocks and herds an 
of Se ofld. Ti.i. hao bem tte 
the Neirro divinity Legba. In Greece the impor 
tended in tb. ...» 

become the goddess of beauty and human ^ove, 
ob-scuring the wider functions ^at s e ong j J 
exercised and in many places 
with other divinities. . 1 ^ such c^es t e hcen^^ 
rites are often emphasized and t -nns defiance 

volving more than a disregard— a conscious deiiance 
!!;f all moral regulations. Societies deeply pe^e_ 

trated with this cancer are on the way to d 
‘“But a much more legitimate 

course to these divinities. The jj, gvcri' 

so rital to the species, is deeply impnnte 1 1 

normal individual. It is, indeef- 'muted 
necessity for finding room and subsistence. 
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this condition presses on the community, as among 
very low races and peoples hemmed in by geo- 
graphical or political ohstacles, it is counteracted 
by infanticide ; but elsewhere it impels to repro- 
duction. Women as well as men, and even more 
than men, wish for children. Nowhere is the wish 
more in evidence than among patrilineal peoples, 
where women are held in esteem according as they 
are, or are not, blessed with children, and it is a 
reproach to a married woman to he childless. So 
strong is the desire for ofl’spring that a man often 
cares not who has begotten the children reckoned 
to him. He wiU marry a woman who has proved 
her capacity for childbearing, in order to obtain 
not only the children she may hereafter hear, hut 
those slie has already home. He will subject his 
ivife to other men’s embraces -with perfect indilfer- 
ence, so long as the children resulting become his, 
or even for the purpose of thus acquiring children. 
In such a community, it need hardly be said, the 
issue of adultery — i.e. the wife’s connexion with a 
man unlicensed by the husband— is usually claimed 
by the latter, though he may dissolve tlie marriage 
or punish the wife even with death. Here, then, 
resort to divinities of fecundity to procure ofl'sjiring 
is natural and, granted their ability to bestow it, 
reasonable. Wherever the desire for children is 
strong, such resort is witnessed in custom and told 
in story. Ancestor-worship lends itself to the 
practice. An ancestor who founded or continued 
the family is interested in its permanence. If he 
be possessed of power, which his worship presumes, 
he will, when properly approached, exercise that 
power to grant increase to his seed. _ It is, there- 
fore, not without significance that his image should 
be, as in some cases we have seen it to be, repre- 
sented in ithyphallic form. 

The rites employed to attain the object are, as 
we have learned, very various. Vows, prayers, 
and oli'erings to the god are things of course. 
When he is in phallic form, he is embraced ; and 
for this purpose many objects are deemed phalli 
that were not so intended. A human representative 
may play the part of the god. Mere contact with 
a sacred object is often sufficient. Phallic amulets 
are everywhere in request. They may be placed 
in or about the dwelling, or, more likely, are worn 
on the person, so as to secure continuous contact. 
Special kinds of food, or food prepared with special 
rites, may he prescribed, or the drinking of, or 
bathing in, various liquids (Hartland, Prim. 
Paternity, i. ch. ii. f.). These and other methods 
are mainly magical, and often have little ox 
nothing directly to do with worship in the strict 
acceptation of the term. In either case recourse is 
had to the mysterious— a region in which worship, 
magic, and medicine are as yet hardly distin- 
guished. 

E.xamples have already been given of the sexual 
act in relation to agricultural^ rites. At festivals 
the object of sexual licence, in the promotion of 
general fertility, the revival of nature, and the 
germination of the fruits of the earth, is sometimes 
obscured by the social character of the occasion. 
This is not the case where conjugal relations are 
ordained for the express purpose of assisting the 
growth of crops. But the magical influence of 
the sexual act is deemed powerful over a much 
wider sphere. Many ceremonies must be performed 
only by virgins, or by persons who have abstained 
for a period from intercourse with the opposite sex, 
and who are consequently held to bo in a state of 
ritual purity. 

Contrary to this, the Alcamta require the head ol the village 
and his wile to cohabit on the second and fourth nights of 
their preliminary occupation ol the new site, when the village 
is removed (0. W. liobley, Ethnology of A-Kamha and other 
E. African Tribes, Cambridge, 1910, p. 6S)— probably a rite In- 
tended to lead to ail sorts of good luck. Among tlie same 


people the father and mother must cohabit two days after their 
child’s 'circumcision ; otherwise the father cannot go and drink 
beer at the feast, and the ciiild’s wound will not re.adily heal 
(ib. p. 09). In the month of January the Bechuana hold a 
general assembly of all adult males, on a day fixed by the 
chief, at the great kraal of the tribe. Certain ceremonies, ap- 
parently of a purificatory nature, are performed ; and they are 
repented by each man upon his owm family at home. That 
night every man ritually sleeps with his chief wife. If he is 
away from home and unable to return, the year will probably 
be a year of calamity for him, and his chances of surviving it 
are slight. IVhen he returns, he cannot cohabit with his wife 
until after the next year’s ceremony. The danger rests not 
only upon him, but also upon her, if the ceremonial cohabita- 
tion be omitted. She may, however, call in the assistance of 
another man, in case of her husband’s absence ; and she is 
perfectly free from blame in so doing; but the husband is 
under a grave interdict until an elaborate ceremony has been 
performed over him by the medicine-man {JAI xxxv. 11905] 
311). Nor is a sexual rite of this kind confined to the Bantu 
race. It is difiicult to say whether the Todas of the Nilgiri 
Hills are, like the Bantu and their congeners the true Negroes, 
specially libidinous. It is certain that their se.xual morality is 
very low, and that there is no word for adultery in their lan- 
guage ; the evidence, indeed, points to a total absence of the 
concept of adultery, despite the fact that there are recognired 
husbands and wives. The Todas are composed of two non- 
exogamous divisions— the Tartharol and the Teivaliol. The ft 
is the most sacred institution known to them. It comprises a 
herd of bullaloes with a number of dairies and grazing districts 
tended by dairy -man priests. These dairies belong exclusively 
to one or other Tarthar clan, but the palol, or priest, must bo 
aTeivoIi. He must be celibate. It he holds office continuously 
for eighteen j-ears, he performs ceremonial intercourse com- 
pletely naked on an appointed day with a Tarthar woman, 
chosen by himself and brought for the purpose into a neighbour- 
ing wood. Intercourse during the day-time is ordinarily ac- 
counted immoral, but it does not seem to disqualify him for his 
priestly duties. That the act has some ritual valueseems clear, 
from the very fact that it is directly contrary to the moral and 
religious usages, but it is not known exactly what its value is 
OV. H. R. Rivers, The Todas, London, 1000, pp. 529, 83, 103). 

When a sexual act -which infringes the accepted 
morality has no ritual value, it is often held to 
produce evil results on the weather or the harvest, 
blighting the crops and causing sterility of women 
ana of cattle, and other misfortunes (Frazer, 
Psyche's TashP, London, 1913, p. 44 IF. ; GP’, pt. i., 
The Magic Art, ii. 107 ff.). So much importance 
is attached in the lower culture to the act of sexual 
union. 

Whatever may be the exact import of the Toda 
rite, the apotropteic intention of the rites just 
previously cited is manifest. The same is to be 
said of a certain Australian rite. 

When the Kurnai of Gippslaud saw the aurora Australis, 

‘ they thought it to be ilungan's fire, which might burn them 
up. The old men then told them to exchange wives for the 
day, and the Bret (the dried hand of one of their dead kinsfolk) 
was swung backwards and forwards with cries of "Send it 
away’’’ (A. W. Howitt, Eative Tribes of S.-E. Australia, 
London, 1904, p. 277). These are obviously magical proceedings 
to avert the danger. 

In the course of this article we have referred to 
several dances and other ceremonies in which the 
actors who were charged with the priapic perform- 
ances were masked. Possibly our own Jack-in-the 
Green is a survival of such a figure. In these 
cases the personages represented appear to be 
spirits of fertility, and their actions to be intended 
to bring about by sympathetic maffic the impregna- 
tion of nature, the reproduction of men and beasts 
and fruits of the earth. 

Tlie eoAoyepoi in the modern Thracian performance are dis- 
guised with goat-skins. In the XIandan dance the performers 
are buffaloes. Among the Karayas of Brazil, who live largely 
by fishing, a man is reported on such an occasion to have been 
masked as a dolphin with a gigantic phallus (Anihropos, vli. 
[1912] 203, citing P. Elirenreich, Beitrdge zur mterkunde 
Brasilietis, Berlin, 1891, p. 35). 

In each case the supernatural being represented 
takes the sb.ipe of the creature whose multiplica- 
tion is of the greatest importance to the com- 
munit)'. In this way he embodies the reproductive 
power and process in general. 

Such presentations are not confined to seasonal 
festivals and rites at the opening or close of agri- 
cultural or hunting labours. Perhaps the last 
connexion in wliicli we should look for them is 
that of death rites. In various parts of the world, 
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ascribed. His worship is directed to obtain these 
blessings, without which life is impossible. The 
rites are not confined to prayer and sacrifice, as to 
a strictly personal being. What we call magic 
mingles with these and rivals them in potency. 
It is, in fact, an essential part of the performanee. 
The social gatherings and the rites are no doubt 
far older than the divinity, far older than any 
practical aim bejmnd that of pleasure and grati- 
fication. They were in their rude beginnings an 
expression of the emotions of the community 
before the divine personality was dimly imagined. 
His worship and symbols have grown out of them. 
The process was probably unconscious. Many 
generations may have elapsed before a motive less 
vague than social enjoyment was evolved for the 
periodical reunions. But, when man’s curiosity 
about himself and his surroundings led him to 
discover the connexion of sexual passion with the 
mystery of birth, then the dance, the rhythmical 
cries, and the sexual indulgence practised in the 
assemblies of the group would be fitted with a 
deeper meaning. They would be held to arouse 
the emotions and kindle the appetites of the 
animals and the crops, more or less personalized and 
interpreted in human terms, or to act as spells 
directly on them j or they would become aiipeals 
to, and perchance a species of co-operation with, 
the higher powers conceived as ruling the course of 
nature. Social amusement would tlius be trans- 
figm-ed into obligation, and the welfare of the 
community would be held to be dependent on its 
punctual observance. 

A cult like this is apt to become specially devel- 
oped in a population dependent for the supply of 
food and other necessaries and comforts of life on 
some form of agriculture, though not, as we have 
seen, exclusively confined to these. Its rites relate 
to the immediate needs of the community. Their 
symbols are drawn from those needs. The festi- 
vals are held at periods when the chief labours of 
the year are about to be undertaken or are just 
completed — before sowing, in the interval between 
sowing and harvest, and after the crops have been 
gathered in. These are the times when the col- 
lective emotions are liveliest and the pause in the 
collective labours gives opportunity for feeling the 
awakening influences of the spring, the anxiety 
for the success of the operations of the year, or the 
satisfaction, gladness, and sense of security of the 
results. It is no wonder that they overflow in 
words and actions repressed (it may be sternly) at 
other times, and regarded with disgust by a civiliza- 
tion that has risen above such coarse and brutal 
exhibitions. For what an experienced observer 
says, describing the harvest festival in Borneo, is 
of ivide application : 

■ The whole festiv.il is a celebration or cult of the principle of 
fertility and vitality— that of the women no less than that of the 
padi’ (0. Hose and W. McDougall, Pagan Tribes of Borneo, 

2 vols., Iiondon, 1912, i. 112). 

Some of these festivals took the form of a sacred 
marriage — a marriage, i.e,, of the god and goddess 
of fertility, such as the marriage of the sun-god 
and earth-goddess celebrated by the Oraons and in 
the E. Indian Archipelago. 

* At Calah,’ once the capital of Assyria, ‘ the marriage of the 
god Nabu appears to have been annually celebrated on the 
third of the month lyyar or Airu, which corresponded to May ' 
(OB^, pt. i.. The Magic Art, ii. ISO). The marriage of Zeus and 
Hera was performed annually in various parts of Greece. In 
India, in the Salem district of the Madras Presidenej-, the 
Malayalis, a Tamil tribe, celebrate the marriage of their trih.al 
god, Sarvarajam, with-the goddess of the Cauvery’ river. This 
union is supposed to fertilize the cultivated lands of the tribe 
(PB rxii. [1911] 229). Among the Bambara of the Niger basin 
in W. Africa the male and female idols are believed to couple at 
the time of the annual sacrifices offered before the rainy season 
(J. Henry', L'Sme d’un peupteafricain : Bes Ba7nbara,iliinstcT, 
1910, p. 151). Frazer suggests that the King and Queen of the 
May at European spring festivals are relics of a similar ceremony. 
In this connexion it is interesting to note that at the Holi 


feslir-al, a peasant celebration of a similar character, in GujiirSt 
a mock-marriage is performed between ' two poor stupid persons* 
dressed ns bride and bridegroom (Jackson-Enthoven, FI Foies 

Gujarat,' Mazgaon, Bombay, 1914, p. 158). lYhetber Frazer's 
conjecture be correct or not— and it is not unfeasible— we 
frequently find in such ceremonies the p.'rrt of the goddess 
played by a mortal woman. In Athens Dionysus was married 
every year to the queen, the wife of the king archon. Probably 
the annual spring festival in Scandinavia, when the image ol 
Frey was drawn round the country in a waggon, accompanied 
by his young priestess, who was called the god's wife, was a 
similar rite (Grimm, Teut. Myth. i. 213 ; GBi, pt. i.. The Manic 
Art, ii. 743). The Blackfeeb of N. America are said to have 
married the sun every year to the moon, represented bv a 
maiden or a woman who had had only one husband. The 
Algonquins married their nets to two younggirls of 6i.\ or seven 
years of age (thus securing that they were virgins) ; and the 
Hurons adopted the custom from them (GB'J, pt. i.. The Magic 
A rl, ii. 146 f.). These are evidently rites to secure fertility and 
plenty. As might be expected, the consummation of the divine 
union otten comes to be enacted. It was so in the case of 
Dionysus in Athens; ‘but whether the part of the god was 
played by a man or an image we do not know’ (ib. p. 130). 
Among the Or.aons the priest and his wife represent the divine 
personages. Jagannath’s bride is put into the god's bed, and 
a Brahman is sard to join her there, to play the god’s part. 

A further stage is reached wlien the god is 
provided with a permanent wife or wives. 

The ancient Egyptian queen was held to be wedded to the 
god Ammon, who approached her in the likeness of her earthly 
consort, the Pharaoh, as Uther Pendragon approached Igrayne 
and the hero Astrabakus the wife of Arislon, king of Sparta. 
Similarly, in Babylon a woman was kept in the lofty temple of 
Bel as his wife. ‘ The Indians of a village in Peru have been 
known to marry a beautiful girl, about fourteen years of age, to 
a stone shaped like a human being, which they regarded as a 
god (kuaca). All the villagers took part in the marriage cere- 
mony, which i.asted three days, and was attended with much 
revelry. The girl thereafter remained a virgin and sacrificed to 
the idol tor the people. They shewed her the uttermost rever- 
ence and deemed her divine ’ (ib. p. 146). 

In such cases tlie provision of a wife was prohaWy 
looked upon as an ordinary duty to the god, who 
was thouglit of in antliropomorjihic terms. Sucli 
wife frequently became his priestess. And the 
relation between tlie god and liis wife may not 
always have been the direct cause of fertility or 
other blessings to the worshippers, though doubt- 
less the neglect to provide a ivife would have 
arou.sed the divine resentment. 

In India, where prostitutes are attached to a temple, they are 
Srst married to the god. The Kaikolans, a caste of Tamu 
weavers, deem it rigfit that at least one girl in every famji.v 
should be dedicated to the temple service. At Coimbatore the 
niarriage ceremony is performed before the idol, presumablv 
Siva. A Brahman ties the taii upon her ; and at night the god 
is represented by a sword, which is laid by her side before any 
one else is allowed to approach her. So realistically is the 
relation between the god and the girl conceived that at her 
death the idol, as her husband, has to obsen^e the customary 
death'pollution : consequently no pttja is performed in the 


widely practised in — j—a 

plant, or of marrying an asvattha'ptant to a rnargosa-plant, and 
so forth. This is performed by husbands and__wive3 to obtain 
offspring (Census of India, 1911, Report, vii. 63, xvi. l/o, 
xx-i. 89). 

Generally, when from various causes a pantheon 
develops, the individual divinities become more 
or less specialized, and the patronage of sexual 
love and human fecundity is often severed from 
that of the multiplication of flocks and herds and 
the seeds of the field. Tliis has been the case wth 
the Negro divinity Legba. In Greece the imported 
goddess Aphrodite tended in the same wav to 
become the goddess of beauty and human love, 
obscuring the wider functions that slie onginaiiy 
exercised and in many places continued to share 
with other divinities. In such cases the licentious 
rites are often emphasized and turned to uses in- 
volving more than a disregard— a conscious deliance 
—of all moral regulations. Societies deeply pene- 
trated with this cancer are on the way to tnsso u- 

^^'^But a much more legitimate inotive dictates re- 
course to these divinities. The de.sire for 
so vital to the species, is deeply imprinted m ev cr 
normal individual. It is. increed, hmUed by tl . 
necessity for finding room and .subsistence. H nert 
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this condition presses on the community, as among 
very low races and peoples hemmed in by geo- 
graphical or political obstacles, it is counteracted 
by infanticide ; but elsewhere it impels to repro- 
duction. Women as well as men, and even more 
than men, wish for children. Nowhere is the wish 
more in evidence than among patrUineal peoples, 
where women are held in esteem according as they 
are, or are not, blessed with children, and it is a 
reproach to a married woman to be childless. So 
strong is the desire for ofispring that a man often 
cares not who has begotten the children reckoned 
to him. He will marry a woman who has proved 
her capacity for childbearing, in order to obtain 
not only the children she may hereafter bear, but 
tliose she has already borne. He will subject his 
wife to other men’s embraces with perfect indifl'et- 
ence, so long as the children resulting become his, 
or even for the purpose of thus acquiring children. 
In such a community, it need hardly be said, the 
issue of adultery — i.e. the wife’s connexion with a 
man unlicensed by the husband — is usually claimed 
by the latter, though he may dissolve the marriage 
or punish the wife even with death. Here, then, 
resort to divinities of fecundity to procure offspring 
is natural and, granted their ability to bestow it, 
reasonable. Wherever the desire for children is 
strong, such resort is witnessed in custom and told 
in story. Ancestor-worship lends itself to the 
practice. An ancestor who founded or continued 
the family is interested in its permanence. If he 
be possessed of power, which his worsliip presumes, 
he will, when properly approached, exercise that 
power to grant increase to his seed. _ It is, there- 
fore, not without significance that his image should 
be, as in some cases we have seen it to be, repre- 
sented in ithyphallic form. 

The rites employed to attain the object are, as 
we have learned, very various. Vows, prayers, 
and offerings to the god are things of course. 
When he is in phallic form, he is embraced ; and 
for this purpose many objects are deemed phalli 
that were not so intended. A human representative 
may play the part of the god. Mere contact with 
a sacred object is often sufficient. Phallic amulets 
are everywhere in request. They may be placed 
in or about the dwelling, or, more likely, are worn 
on the person, so as to secure continuous contact. 
Special kinds of food, or food prepared with special 
rites, may be prescribed, or the drinking of,_ or 
bathing in, various liquids (Hartland, Prim. 
Paternity, i. oh. ii. f.). These and other methods 
are mainly magical, and often have little or 
nothing directly to do with \yorship in the strict 
acceptation of the term. In either case recourse is 
had to the mysterious — a region in which worship, 
magic, and medicine are as yet hardly distin- 
guished. . , , 1 

Examples have already been given of the sexual 
act in relation to agricultural rites. At festivals 
the object of sexual licence, in the promotion of 
general fertility, the revival of nature, and the 
germination of the fruits of the earth, is sometimes 
obscured by the social character of the occasion. 
This is not the case where conjugal relations are 
ordained for the express purpose^ of assisting the 
growth of crops. Hut the magical influence of 
tlie sexual act is deemed powerful over a much 
wider sphere, klany ceremonies must be perfornied 
only by virgins, or by persons who have abstained 
for a period from intercourse with the opposite sex, 
and who are consequently held to be in a state of 
ritual purity. 

Contmrv to this, tho Aknmha require the head of the 'djlage 
.end his wife to cohabit on the second and fourth nighte of 
their prcliininarv occupation of the new sitCj_yhcn tlie village 
is removed (0. W. Hobley, Ethnology of A-Kamba and other 
E. African Tribes, Oimbridge, 1910, p. 5 S)-pTObabl.v a nte in- 
tended to lead to all sorU of good luck. Among the same 


people the father and mother must cohabit two days after their 
child’s circumcision ; otherwise the father cannot go and drink 
beer at tlie feast, and the child’s wound will not readily heal 
(t6. p. G9). In the month of January the Bechuana hold a 
general assembly of all adult males, on a day fixed by the 
chief, at the great kraal of the tribe. Certain ceremonies, ap* 
patently of a purifleatory nature, are performed ; and they are 
repeated by each man upon his own family at home. That 
night every man ritually sleeps with his chief wife. If he is 
awa 3 ' from home and unable to return, the 3 'ear uill probably 
be a j*ear of calamity for him, and his chances of surviving it 
are slight. WTien he returns, he cannot cohabit with his wife 
until after the next year’s ceremony. The danger rests not 
oiilj' upon him, but also upon her, if the ceremonial cohabita- 
tion be omitted. She may, however, call in the assistance of 
another man, in case of her husband’s absence ; and she is 
perfectly free from blame in so doing; but the husband is 
under a grave interdict until an elaborate ceremony has been 
performed over him by the medicine-man {JAJ xxxv. (1005] 
311). Nor is a sexual rite of this kind confined to the Bantu 
race. It is difticult to say whether the Todas of the Nilgiri 
Hills are, like the Bantu and their congeners the true Negroes, 
specially libidinous. It is certain that their sexual morality is 
verj' low, and that there is no word for adultery in their lan- 
guage ; the evidence, indeed, points to n total absence of the 
concept of adultery, despite the fact that there are recognized 
husbands and wives. The Todas are composed of two non- 
exogamous divisions — the Tartharol and the Teivaliol. The fi 
is the most sacred institution known to them. It comprises a 
herd of buffaloes with a number of dairies and CTazing districts 
tended by dair^'-man priests. These dairies belong exclusively 
to one or other Tarthar clan, but the palol^ or priest, must be 
aTeivali. He must be celibate. If he holds office continuously 
for eighteen years, he performs ceremonial intercourse com- 
pletely naked on an appointed day with a Tarthar woman, 
chosen by himself and brought for the purpose into a neighbour- 
ing wood. Intercourse during the day-time is ordinarily ac- 
counted immoral, but it does not seem to disqualify him for his 
priestly duties. That the act has some ritual value seems clear, 
from the very fact that it is directly contrary to the moral and 
religious usages, but it is not known exactlv what its value is 
OV. H. R. Rivers, The Todas, London, 1006, pp. 620, 83, 103). 

When a sexual act which infringes the accepted 
morality has no ritual value, it is often held to 
produce eidl results on the weather or the harvest, 
oliwliting the crops and causing sterility of women 
and of cattle, and other misfortunes (Frazer, 
Psyche’s TasP‘, London, 1913, p. 44 IF. ; (rj?*, pt. i., 
The Magic Art, ii. 107 ff.). So much importance 
is attaolied in the lower culture to the act of sexual 
union. 

Whatever may be the exact import of the Toda 
rite, the apotropreic intention of the rites just 
previously cited is manifest. The same is to be 
said of a certain Australian rite. 

When the Kurnni of Gippsland saw the aurora Australis, 

' they thought it to be Munoan’s Are, which might bum them 
up. The old men then told them to exchange wives for the 
day, and the Bret (the dried hand of one of their dead kinsfolk) 
was swung backwards and forwards with cries of " Send it 
away"' (A. W. Howitt, Eative Tribes of S.-E. Australia, 
London, WOl, p. 277). These are obviously magical proceedings 
to avert the danger. 

In the course of this article we have referred to 
several dances and other ceremonies^ in which the 
actors who were charged with the priapic perform- 
ances were masked. Possibly our otvn Jack-in-the 
Green is a sun-ival of such a figure. In these 
cases the per.sonages rejiresented appear to be 
spirits of fertility, and their actions to be intended 
to bring about by sympathetic magic the impregna- 
tion of nature, the reproduction of men and beasts 
and fruits of the earth. 

The Kohoyipoi in the modern Thracian performance are dis- 
guised with goat-skins. In the Mandan dance the performers 
are buffaloes. Among the Karayas of Brazil, who live largely 
by fishing, a man is reported on such an occasion to have been 
masked as a dolphin with a gigantic phallus (Anthropos, vii. 
[1912] 20S, citing P. Elirenreich, Bntrdge zur Vblkcrkunde 
Brasiliens, Berlin, 1891, p. 85). 

In each case the supernatural being represented 
takes the shape of the creature whose multiplica- 
tion is of the greatest importance to the com- 
munity. In this way he embodies the reproductive 
power and process in general. 

Such presentations are not confined to seasonal 
festivals and rites at tlie opening or close of agri- 
cultural or hunting labours. Perhaps the last 
connexion in which we should look for them is 
that of death rites. In various parts of the world, 
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however, the sexual act is associated with the 
customs observed on the occasion of a death. It is 
veiy commonly tabued for a certain period either to 
the relatives or to the entire neighbourhood. But 
sometimes ceremonial cohabitation is enjoined. 

When a man dies among the Akamha, his father and mother, 
if living, mustonthe third day have con.h'~al niicr 

to their ritual purification and to the r: ; (-1 j; -.1 

relations hy the other men and women r! 
p. 67). A missionary, describing a mourning ceremony which 
he had witnessed among the Baronga about Delagoa Bay, tells 
us that at a certain stage an elderly woman came forward sing- 
ing”' '■ . ' .. the plaudits 

of t'- . ■ . : .n of at least 

seventy years of age followed her, and running with a mincing 
gait through the place, was uttering words of the same kind.' 
Junod’s comment is interesting : the period of mourning, he 
says, is a marginal period, according to van Gennep’s significant 
terminology, between two normal periods of social emstence ; 
'and these phases of life are marked for the Bantu by this 

1-—-. . of sexual intercourse and a shame- 

■ ■ ■ words and gestieuiations.’ The 
nnal iiies purmcatory of the death-pollution include ritual 
coition between the respective husbands and wives, after which 
ordinary life is renewed (H. A. Junod, The TAfe of <t S. Afriean 
Tribe, 2 vote., Neuobatel, 1912-13, i. 160, 152-156). On the Aam 
Islands it is customary to exhume the corpse after a certain 
period, sometimes ns long ns three years, and to clean and pre- 
pare the bones for their permanent deposit in a cave. Until 
this is done the widow wears mourning garb and may not leave 
the house. The decayed corpse is brought down to the beach. 
The inhabitants of the village are there assembled. All the 
mourning clothes of men and women, together with the corpse, 
are burned. The men carry a wooden phallus, the women a 
kteia. Singing all sorts of obscene songs, they leap round the 
flames like demoniacs, thrusting the phallus into the kteis and 
imitating the movements of copulation. The object of this is 
said to be to incite the widow to cohabitation, or to intimate to 
her In a forcible manner that she is now at liberty to many 
again (Bledel, p. 268). Beyond this, however, it is probable 
that the ceremony is a formal resumption of the normal ilife 
of the village and a spell to stimulate reproduction. On the 
Upper Aiary, in Brazil, a German explorer witnessed a few 
years ago a mourning dance by masked figures representing 
spirits, who attacked and stormed the dwelling of the deceased 
to the no small terror of the women and childfren. Ultimately 
the wild scene ended in laughter ; and there followed dances by 
masqueraders disguised os various animals. In one of these all 
the performers took part. They wereprovided with dispropor- 
tionately large phalli, with which they mimicked the act of 
copulation — a proceeding regarded by both the actors and the 
spectators in a thoroughly serious fashion. The explorer con- 
cludes that it was intended to produce fertility in human 
beings, animals, nnd plants alike. In the whole settlement — ‘an 
idea,' he says, ‘full of deep moral import and quite free from 
indecency in our sense '(T. Koch-Griinberg, ZweiJahre unter 
den Indtanem, 2 vols., Berlin, 1909-10, i. 133 fl.). 

Thus the sexual organs as the great instruments 
of reproduction are the enemies of sterility and 
death ; and as such they are exhibited and em- 
ployed, actually or hy symbol — that is to say, 
magically — to counteract the depredations of 
mortality. Por the same reason they are regarded 
as having prophylactic virtue against all sorts of 
evil influences. The destructive attacks of evil 
spirits and the more insidious blasting power of the 
evil eye are alike subdued hy them. This general 
prophylactic virtue accounts for the common use 
of priapic figures and ithyphallic statues, wlietlier 
of gods or of ancestors. Much more than the , 
specific gift of offspring or of abundant harvests ] 
was expected of the personages thus represented, 
whether gods or ancestors. Thev were often 
tutelary divinities, warding off all kinds of evils. 
Here we have, there can he little doubt, an ex- 
planation of many rites in various parts of the 
Avorld to he performed naked. 

Pliny tells us that in hie time it was believed that storms 
could be diverted and driven away by a w'oman simply un- 
covering herself xxviii. 23). In order to secure his seed 
against the depredations of birds, in some of the Saxon settle- 
ments in Transylvania the farmer is recommended to go to 
the field before sunrise and, stripping naked, walk round the 
crop, ending by repeating a Paternoster. Then, dressing again, 
he must ' ' ■ ike an car of corn in his 

mouth, a ; ■ ■ ■ ■ house without speaking 

to anybouy. e,i6ewi)uie ii. is tiie farmer’s wife who performs 
the ceremony, holding a candle in her hand. Against smut or 
damage by hail she also walks naked round the field by night at 
the first full moon after sowing (H. von Wlislocki, Volksfflanbe 
der Siebenb. Sachsen, Berlin, 1883, pp. 127, 129). Among the 
Tsfil tribe in Jlorocco, when rain is wanted, women go to a 
retired place where they cannot he seen by men, and play. 


completely naked, a certain game of bail with wooden ladles 
The game itself has a magical effect here and elsewhere * but its 
virtue is emphasized hy the nakedness of thepliivcrsfE.’wcster. 
marck, Ceremmus and Beliefs in d/oroeco, Helsingfom, 1913 
p. 121 ). In the Tnchinopoly district of S. India, ‘when the 
tanks and rivers threaten to bre.ach their banks! men stand 
naked on the bund nnd beat theirdrums ; and if too much rain 
falls naked men point firebrands at the sky. Their nudiev is 
supposed to shook the powers that bring the rain, nnd arrest 
their farther progress' fifi. p. 130 n., quoting Thurston, Oimis 
and Superstitions of Southern India, London, 1012, p 3091 
The Oraons and Mupijas of the Ohota Nagpur plateau perform 
the yearly ceremony of driving away from the village the evil 
spirits that cause cattle disease. It takes place at night. Ail 
the young unmarried men (who, because unmarried, are pre- 
sumed to he virgin and therefore possessed of ‘greater soul- 

power than married men’) are the — ' — . 

naked, and with sticks in their hands, 
breaking to pieces the earthen pots wh,-,. v..vj uim iit from of 
the houses, they chase the demon, represented for the nonce 
by the village cattle-herds, across the boundary to the next 
village (JRAl xliv. [1914] 344). In Bussia the peasant girls, 
clad only m their shifts, with loose hair and bareiooted, ward oS 
the cholera from their villagCjby dragging a plough round it 
at midnight (an example is recorded in X>oiij/ Chronicle, Srd 
July 1905). Here the one remaining garment left to the girls 
appears to be a modern concession to decency. In the some 
way it seems probable that originally the Luperci in Konic ran 
round the base of the Palatine stark naked, to perforin the 
lustratio of the city. Throughout the E. Indies a woman who 
dies in childbirth is the object of great dread. She becomes a 
powerful nnd malicious spirit. She misleads wayfarers, she 
attacks pregnant women and those in childbed, she seduces 
and emasculates men. Special precautions are taken against 
her. In the Philippines a Tagala husband whose wife is in 
travail mounts on the roof of his hut with his sword, shield, 
and spear, completely naked or with only a loin-cloth, while 
sundry friends surround the hut below similarly accoutred. 
They rage, they lunge, they hew the air, holding that by this 
fury and their nakedness they will frighten the patianak, as 
this malignant ghost is there called, and drive her away. 
Wayfarers who have lost the right path, believing that ttieir 
misfortune is due' to the patianak, ‘strip themselves and un- 
cover their genital organs, whereby the patianak is terrified 
ond no longer in a condition to lead them astray’ (Wilken, ill. 
819). It has been suggested that the patianak has a more than 
ordinary fear of the phallus, because that was the cause of her 
pregnancy and therefore in the long run of her death. The 
inference does not seem necessary. 'The relation to the cata- 
strophe, which the patianak, like all ghosts of persons dying 
violent deaths, so bitterly resents, may have laid stress in 
popular belief on the terrifying power of the phallus, though 
there is no direct evidence of this. It is enough that she Is a 
hostile spirit, a spirit of sterility and destruction ; against such 
the phallus is a defence and a countervailing power. 


There are, of course, many rites performed in a 
state of nudity, for -whioh other reasons may be 
assigned. It is not intended here to suggest that 
all cases of ritual nudity are to be accounted for 
by the apotropmic power of the sexual organa, 
tvliich is manifested in the foregoing_illnstrations_. 

To define the geographical limits^ of phallio 
symbols and ceremonies is not possible in the 
present state of our knowledge. Tlieir range_ is 
wide. They owe their inception to emotions which 
are the necessary outcome of the animal part of 
our nature. The probability is, therefore, that 
they are well-nigh universal in the lower planes of 
culture, even where tliey have not hitherto been 
recorded. And they are long preserved in spite of 
the growing refinement of the general advance of 
civilization. In some eases this is due to the fact 
that they have become interwoven with a aenmte 
religion. In other cases they are an atavistic re- 
version generated by intense religious emotiom 
More often they persist in the shape of spells ana 
amulets. Magic, like religion, deals with riie fears, 
the hopes, and the desires of mankind. Eehgion, 
becoming more and more sublime, leaves the baser 
elements of which it has been purged to magic, 
which, on the other hand, becomes more ana more 
degraded. The worship of the sexual organs, or or 
deities or nature-powers under their form, is, so lar 

as our information goes/an uncommon phenomenon. 
Prominence of sexual attributes in an object ox 
worship from whom fertility and plen^ 
peoted by the worshipper is more frequent, wneinc 
that object he conceived as god or as ancestor, in 
such a case phallic rites may or may not be Part 
the cult, but perhaps are hardly ever unmixea u 
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magic. Magic, indeed, is the predominant element 
in phallic rites ; in the vast majority of such rites 
all trace of worship strictly so called is wanting. 
When magic becomes an outlaw from society, as it 
does in the higher cultures, one of the chief means 
by which it maintains its existence is the ministry 
to sexual impulses. Love-spells and philtres are 
a large portion of its stock-in-trade; rites and 
amulets to obtain children are hardly less in request 
in many communities. These spells, rites, and 
amulets are generally phallic, and often obscene 
and repulsive. Their consideration belongs rather 
to magic and witchcraft than to phallic worship, 
and it has been possible to give only very few illus- 
trations here. 

Wide-spread, however, as are the practices ivith 
which this article is concerned, and intimately as 
thej are related to some of the deepest emotions, 
it IS worth while to remind ourselves that they 
form a portion only of the history of religion. The 
caution is the more necessary since the subject 
exercises such fascination upon some minds as to 
have given occasion to the taunt that no one who 
studies it remains sane. ■ Concentration of atten- 
tion is apt to cause any subject to assume an 
importance which it may not in itself deserve. 
The sexual element is indigenous in human nature. 
But it is only one element, and its direct inlluence 
on religion may be exaggerated. There are many 
departments of life, and a variety of human 
interests, desires, and aspirations, represented by 
cults in which the sexual element has normally 
little or no share ; and they increase with the pro- 
gress of civilization and the intellectual expansion 
of mankind. Religious conservatism may preserve 
the sexual element for a time in a cult inherited 
from savagery. In the higher religions it lingers 
chiefly in the negative form of asceticism, rising at 
times into delusion and monomania, or in other 
equally abnormal manifestations of fanaticism. 

LTrERATcnB.— The literature ol the subject is voluminous. 
Some of the most importantworks have been indicated through, 
out the article. In addition to them the (olio^ving may be con- 
sulted; Clifford Howard, Sex IKorsfit’p'*, Chicago, 1002 ; J. G. 
R. Forlong, Rivers of Life, 2 vole., with separate chart, 
Iiondon, 1883. 

Among various German works there is an art. by F. Maurer, 
in Globus, xcii. [1907] 250, entitled ‘ Der Phallusdienst bei den 
Israeliten und Babyioniern.’ It contains a good summary of 
what is known or alleged relating to phallic worship among the 
ancient Babylonians and Israelites. 

E. S. Hartland. 

PHARISEES. — Some difficult problems arise 
in connexion with the earlier history of Pharisaism 
which cannot be said yet to have been definitely 
solved. An attempt will be made in this article 
to give some indication of these and of the import- 
ant discussions that have been devoted to their 
elucidation within recent years. See also art. 
Sadducees. 

I. Origin and name. — As an active movement 
Pharisaism emerged from the Maccahaian conflict 
with surrounding heathenism, and became quies- 
cent only_ after the annihilation of the Jewish 
national life in the reign of Hadrian ; that is to 
say, its activity extended over a period of nearly 
three centuries, from the reign of John Hyrcanus 
(135-105 B.c.) to A.D. 135. The Pharisees already 
appear in the reign of Hyrcanus as a powerfully 
organized party (Josephus, Ant. XIII. x. 6-7), and 
no doubt were in existence even earlier [ib. v. 9). 
Iheir. general aim was to continue and make 
eaective the work which the earlier teachers of 
had begun, viz. the application of the 
Lorah to the practical afiairs of everj'day life. 
Init Pharisaism, though dominantly legalistic in 
character, was more than mere legalism. As 
I'Jbogeni has pointed out, 

' Die Retimonsanschauungen der Pbansiier, p. 2. The 
iialics are Elbogen’s. 


‘The Pharisees are usually described as the party of narrow 
legalistic tendencies, and it is forgotten how strenuously they 
laboured against the Heltenizing movement for the mainten- 
ance of monotheism ; it is forgotten that they built up religious 
individualism and purely spiritual worship ; that it was 
through them more especially that belief in a future life was 
deepened ; and that they carried on a powerful mission (pro- 
paganda). They are represented os merely the guardians of 
the Pentateuch, and the fact is overlooked that they no less 
esteemed the Prophets and Hngiographa, and were not less 
careful to make it their duty, in the weekly expositions of the 
Scriptures [in the Synagogues], to preach to the people the 
truths and hopes of religion out of these books.* 

In the famous passage of Josephus referred to 
above the rupture between the Pharisees, already 
a powerful party, and the governing authority, 
represented by the ruler, is placed by Josephus in 
the reign of John Hyrcanus. According to the 
story, the breach grew out of an incident at a 
banquet given by the ruler, when a Pharisee was 
indiscreet enough to suggest that the ruler should 
divest himself of the high-priestly functions and 
content himself with the civil government. When 
pressed to give a reason, the Pharisee is said to 
have mentioned a rumour (which was in reality 
baseless) that the mother of Hyrcanus had been 
a captive.' The result was an open rupture, and 
Hyrcanus is alleged to have withdrawn from the 
Pharisaic party, of which he had been hitherto 
a zealous member. In the Talmud, however 
(T. B. Qtddushtn, 66a), the story is referred to 
Alexander Jannai (Jannseus), who reigned 104-78 
B.C., and this is probably its correct setting. The 
reign of Hyrcanus, as Josephus himself says, was 
peaceful and happy, while that of Alexander 
Jannai was characterized by war and bloodshed, 
and also by violent conflicts with the Pharisees 
As Israel Friedlander says,® 

• The whole story points clearly to the unfortunate conditions 
as they existed in the time of Jannai and, when looked at in 
this light, the Talmudic account, though curtailed in some 
parts, receives its proper historical setting such as we would 
seek in vain in the version of Josephus.’ 

We may conclude, then, that the Pharisees first 
appear as an influential party under that name in 
the reign of John Hyrcanus ; that the latter ruler 
favoured them throughout his Jong and prosperous 
reign, and was under their influence ; and that the 
breach between the party and the ruler took place 
in the reign of ‘King’ Alexander Jannteus. We 
need not follow the later fortunes of the party in 
detail, their persecution under Janmeus and tri- 
umph under nis widow. Queen Salome Alexandra 
(reigned 78-69 B.C.). For a long time they con- 
tinued to exercise great political power, not 
always, perhaps, wisely. The separation of the 
high-priesthood from the kingship may be traced 
to their influence. In the so-called Psalms^ of 
Solomon the impression produced by the terrible 
events that followed the break up of the Has- 
momean dynasty and the intervention of the 
Romans under Pompey, who massacred thou- 
sands of the Jews in Jerusalem, is reflected in a 
Pharisaic writer. The psalmist evidently regards 
the bloody chastisement which the Jews had to 
endure at this time as proceeding_ from the hand 
of God. It was the punishment inflicted on the 
people for having acquiesced in the usurpation by 
the Hasmonreans of the royal dignity which had 
been reserved for the Messianic prince of the 
House of David. The J e wish scholar Moritz Fried- 
lander, in his stimulating and suggestive work. 
Die religiosen Bewegungen innerhalb des Juden- 
tums im Zeitalter Jesn (Berlin, 1905), takes a 
very unfavourable view of the Pharisees of this 
period and later down to the time of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem (a.d. 70), regarding them as 

1 This would be a legal disqualiflcation for the high- 
priesthood. 

" ‘ The Rupture between Alexander Jannai and tbe Pharisees, 
in JQR, new ser., iv. [1013-14] 444. The whole article is 
important. 
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a nan’ow legalistic party, who were corrupted by 
being mixed up with politics. This is hardly just 
to the party as a whole. Doubtless there was an 
extreme element, represented later by the Zealots, 
who took an active, and sometimes sinister, part 
in political movements. But there also existed 
a large section who were truer to the ideals of 
their spiritual ancestors the Rasidfm, or ‘pious,’ 
who were primarily interested in the maintenance 
and furtherance of religion as they understood it, 
and, so long as those interests were not menaced 
by the political rdgime, were content to leave 
politics alone. 

The explanation of the name ‘Pharisees’ is 
a difficult and unsolved problem. The Hebrew 
form of the name, penlsMm, apparently means 
‘separatists,’ and, if originally given, as seems 
pi'obable, by opponents, may have been intended 
to brand the party as disloyal, those who separated 
themselves from loyal obedience to the king. Or 
it may have originally meant ‘the expelled’ or 
‘dismissed,’ viz. from the Sanhedrin. It seems 
probable that a division did take place in the 
Sanhedrin by which it became finally separated 
into two groups or parties, the Sadducees {=the 
priestly group) and the Pharisees ( = the lay 
members of that body representing the popular , 
party). Later the Pharisees, accepting the name, ! 
seem to have given it a different meaning, viz. 
those who separated themselves fi’om the wicked | 
Sadducees.^ Kohler® explains the name as mean- 
ing ‘ “ one who separates himself,” or keeps away 
from persons or things impure, in order to attain 
the degree of holiness and righteousness requii'ed 
in those who would commune with God.’ He cites 
in support of this explanation the term pcrtshuth, 
which means ‘ abstinence ’ or pious self-restraint. 
But, on the face of it, this meaning has all the 
appearance of bein^ secondary, and it is to be 
noted that the Rabbinical literature itself uses the 
term pSrHsMn in the sense of ‘ seceders.’ ® Another 
and most ingenious explanation is that proposed 
by Leszynsky in his Avork on the Sadducees.'* 
Leszynsky argues that the Pharisees were in no 
sense a ‘separatist’ party, as is commonly as- 
sumed, but arose from the ranks of the people as 
the champions of popular religious custom. So 
far from separating themselves from ■ ordinary life 
and affairs, they flung themselves Avith fierce 
energy into these. Against them Avere arrayed 
the Sadducees, opposing to their oral tradition the 
AA'ritten Tdrah. The opposition, of course, affected 
only certain specific points, but on these the 
Pharisees did not hesitate to exalt their OAvn tradi- 
tion, even Avhen this Avas in apparent conflict Avith 
the Avritten Avord of the LaAv. Leszynsky explains 
the name ‘Pharisee’ as connoting originally ‘ex- 
pounder ’ or ‘ interpreter ’ rather than ‘ separatist.’ ® 
It is supposed that the party came to be called 
‘ expounders ’ or ‘ interpreters ’■ [pSr'&sMm) as the 
result of a long dispute. For a long time con- 
troA'ersy raged Avithin the Pliarisaic party on tlie 
issue Aviiether the oral tradition should be adjusted 
to, and find its justification in, the Avritten LaAv. 
At first the section of the Pharisees opposed to 
this policy triumphed ; but after the time of 
Simeon ben Shetah (flourished before and after 
78 B.C.) the policy of linking up the oral tradition 

1 Cf. Lauterbach, in Studies in Jeuxish Literature in Honour 
of Kohler, p. 196. 

2 Art. ‘ Pharisees,’ in JE ix. 661*. 

s,Cl. T. S. Pes. 706, where ‘the argument ot seceders’ is 
referred to, t.e. those who have left the college and established 
a school of their own. 

< Pharisaer und Sadduzaer. 

6 The term ons is constantly used in the Rabbinical literature 
in the sense of ' explain’ or ‘ make explicit ’ (cf. t^n’3, ’ explana- 
tion'). Just as and b’tA’?=ci- 3 -e, so D‘E'ns= 

D (i.e. ‘ interpreters ’), according to Xeszynsky. 


With Scripture prevailed. Leszynsky finds support 
fOT this view in an obscure passage of the MisUali 
(Afap. 11 . 2)_ Avhich he explains in an ingenious 
planner of his oAvn. The name ‘ Pharisee,’ accord- 
ing to this vieiv, means ‘ interpreter ’ (of Scripture) 
in the interests of the oral traditional Laiv. It did 
not originally denote the whole party Avho chain- 
pioned the oral Laiv, but only a section of it. 
Their original name Avas ‘Rasidim,’* but in time 
Avhen the new policy prevailed, the name ‘Phari- 
sees’ naturally attached itself to the Aidiole party. 
A not inconsiderable difficulty attaching to 
Leszynsky’s theory is that the form of the word 
perfishtm, Avhich is passive, does not lend itself 
easily to the meaning ‘interpreters.’ On tlie 
Avhole, the explanation proposed by Lauterbach, 
that the name =‘ seceders ’-or ‘expelled’ (viz, from 
the priestly Sanhedrin), is most probable. It 
suits admirably the historical circumstances of the 
time AA'lien the Pharisees first emerge into promi- 
nence as an active and influential party. According 
to Lauterbach, the original name of the Pharisees 
for themselves ivas ‘ the ivise of Israel ’ (I’X'i^.’ ’wa).® 
Another name, used by the Pharisees among theni- 
selyes, -was haher, ‘colleague’ or ‘fellou'-meraber.’ 
This connoted membership of a close association, 
or li&burah, to Avhich only those were admitted 
Avlio ‘in the presence of three members, pledged 
themselves to the strict observance of Levitical 
purity, to. the avoidance of closer association with 
the 'Am ha-Arez [i.e. those living outside the 
standards of the Laiv], to the scrupulous payment 
of tithes and other imposts due to the priest, the 
Levite, and the poor, and to a conscientious regard 
for vows and for other people’s property.’® But it 
is doubtful hoAv far, if at all, such an organization 
existed in Palestine before A.D. 70. 

2 . Antecedents and development. — It has already 
been pointed out that the Pharisees carried on, 
and made effective, the Avork Avhich the earlier 
teachers of the Law had begun, the application of 
the Thrah to the practical affairs of everyday life. 
This earlier class of teachers of the Laiv Avent by 
the name of ‘ the Sofdrim,’ being so called because 
they taught the people out of 'the book of the 
LaAv ’ {Sefer ha-t6rah). Their teaching AA’as based 
directly on the simple and plain text of the Law, 
no doubt Avith a certain amount of interpretation 
and explanation, but all of the simplest character. 
The period of the SofSrim came to an end Avith 
Simon the Just (the first of that name), about 
300-270 B.C.* It therefore ceased just about the 
time Avhen Greek influence had begun powerfully 
to affect JeAvish communal life in Palestine, and 
new conditions had begun to groAV up in the life of 
the people. 

The period during Avhich the SofSrim controllea 
the religious teaching and _ exercised _ supreme 
authority in regulating the religious affairs of the 
community thus covered the Persian period and 
the transition period that folloAved. During this 
time the circumstances of the JeAAUsh community 
in Palestine underAvent no great changes. 

‘Tlie Book of the Law accepted from Ezra by these mly 
founders and orpranizers, Avith the few simple "I 

given to it by the Soferim, was therefore suftioieiit for almost 
the needs of the community throughout the entire Persian 
period.’ 5 ^ 


1 The Hastdim (' Aesidicans ’) appear as an orpinized If 
le early llaccabiean period. They are mentioned 1 Jia • 
! etriot observers of the law (2-1-), and abstainers fr ^ 

aclean (l^er.). Possibly these (lasidim are referred to in some 

te Psalms (e.p. 149). . . .he carlv 

s Cf. also the constantly recurring expression in the eariy 

abbinical literature Q'Dpn n’n7ri, ‘the disciples of the wise, 
s Kohler, in JB ix. 601 (citing Bern. ii. 3). , 

4 In Pirqe Mh6lh, i. 2, he is designated as being of the 

irvivors of the men of the Great Synagogue, t.e. he belongeo 
I the last of the SofCrim. , 

5 Lauterbach, in JQRf new ser., Vk. 34. 
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No doubt slight changes did develop in the inner 
life of the community, and these -were reflected in 
new religious customs. But, as Lauterhach rightly 
points out,^ 

* All these necessary modifications and even the few new laws 
[required] the Soferim could easily read into the written Law 
by means of interpretation, or even embody the same in the 
Book by means of some slight indications in the text itself. 
Thus they found in the Book of the Law all the teachings they 
required. 

The Soferim were able to do this because they were also the 
actual scribes whose business it was to prepare copies of the 
Book of the Law. If they desired to teach a certain law, 
custom, or practice, because they considered it as part of the 
religious teachings, although it could not be found in, or 
interpreted into, the Book of the Law, they would cause it to 
be indicated by some slight change in the text. . . . They did 
not hesitate to do so, because they did not in any way change 
the law as they understood it. The changes and corrections 
which they allowed themselves to make in the text were of 
such a nature that they did not affect the meaning of the 
passage, but merely gave to it an additional meaning, thus 
suggesting the law or custom which they'desired to ' teach. In 
this manner they succeeded in grafting upon the written Law 
all these newly developed laws and customs which they con- 
sidered genuinely Jewish.’ 

, Simon the Just, the last of the Sofgrim (t not 
later than 270 B.O.), was himself high-priest, and 
no doubt the body of teachers of Avhich he was 
the head was mainly priestly in character and 
personnel. But after his death the activity of 
these teachers as an authoritative hody seems to 
have largely ceased. 

‘ Even the authority of the High-priest was undermined. . . . 
Laymen arose who had os much influence among the people 
and with the government as the High-priest, and they became 
leaders.’ ® 

The old control over popular religious custom by 
the high-priest and the body of teachers under i 
him — which had been possible while the community 
was staEe and (to a large extent) self-contained — 
was no longer possible. New customs and prac- 
tices gradually arose for which there were no pre- 
cedents in the old tradition, or in the text of the 
Law itself, and gradually established themselves 
among the people. Still the need was felt for 
maintaining the authority of the Law and tradition, 
and BO there arose a body of lay teachers, who 

£ iivately devoted themselves to the study of the 
aw, which now became ‘ a matter _ of private 
piety, and as such . . . was not limited to _ the 
■priests.’ ® No doubt there were faithful priests j 
who assisted this movement. Thus for some 70 or 
80 years — from about 270 to 190 B.C.-^there seems 
to have been a break in authoritative teaching. 
The text of the Law and the study of it were pre- 
served during this interval by the piety of indb 
vidual teachers, both priests and laymen. _ About 
190 B.C., or a few years earlier or later, it is prob- 
able that this state of things was brought to an 
end by the organization of the Sanhedrin, an 
authoritative body consisting of priests and lay 
teachers, which was able to regulate officially the 
religious affairs of the people. It was their task 
to harmonize the laws of the fathers with the life 
of their own times ; and this task had become 
exceptionally difficult because the new religious j 
customs that had grown up among the people had 
now (owing to lapse of time) come to be regarded 
by them as traditional, and meanwhile, also, the 
text of the Law had become rigidly fixed— it 
no longer possible to introduce slight verbal i^dr- 
fications, as the earlier Soferim had done. How i 
was the problem to be solved? It was apparently 
in connexion with the issues raised by this difficulty 
that that division took place in the Sanhednn 
which later led to the secession (or dismissal) from 
that body of those who came to be called ‘ Phari- 
sees,’ t.c., as explained above, ‘seceders.’ But, 
before this critical state of affairs was reached, a 
long period of discutaion and controversy seems to 

1 Laut«rbach, in JQR, new ser., vi. SI, SG. 
a Ib. p. 37. ’ Ib- P- 43. 
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have ensued. The priestly, at that time the most 
powerful, element in the Sanhedrin Avished to 
maintain the sacred and obligatory character of 
the written T6rah, as apart from the new religious 
customs. According to Lauterhach, they vushed 
to give authoritative recognition to the latter by 
special decrees, issued and modified from time to 
time, to suit varying circumstances, by priestly 
authority in accordance ivith Dt 17° . These 
decrees were not to be put on a level ivith the 
sacred text of the written Laiv, but ivere to be 
regarded as authoritative so long as th^ remained 
in force. On the other hand, the Basidim, or 
members of the ‘ pious ’ party, largely represented 
by the lay teachers, in the Sanhedrin would not 
accept this solution. They ivere unwilling to 
recognize any such extension of purely priestly 
authority, and contended that their own authority 
as teachers was equal to that of the priests, and 
that all authorizeu religious custom must be based 
directly upon the Law or its equivalent. 

‘ Acknowledpinp the Law of the fathers to bo the sole 
authority, these lay teachers now had to find all the decisions 
and rules necessary for the practical life of their time contained 
or implied in the Law. They also had to devise methods for 
conneotin? with the Law all those new decisions and customs 
which were now universally observed by the people, thus 
making them appear as part of the laws of the fathers.^ l 

Two methods, according to Lauterhach, were 
adopted to secure this result. One was to extend, 
by means of neiv exegetical methods, the system 
of Midrash, t.e. to deduce from the letter of the 
Law itself justification for particular rules and 
customs. This method was, as a matter of fact, 
adopted on a large scale and developed by the 
Pharisaic teachers, and has given birth to a vast 
hermeneutical literature. The methods used were, 
as is well known, highly artificial and complex. 

•The other method was to enlarge the definition of the term 
•• Law of the Fathers,” so as to mean more than merely the 
written Book of the Law with all its possible interpretations. 
In other words, it meant a declaration of the belief that not nil 
the laws of the fathers were handed down in the written words 
of the Book, but that some religious laws of the fathers were 
transmitted orally, independently of any connexion with the 
Boot’s 

This ‘oral Law’ (n? •Tj'in), which later, in 
an expanded form, was embodied in the official 
Misbniih, was regarded as coeval and of equal 
authority with the Avritten T6ruh. Thus, according 
to Lauterhach, the oral LaAv is a fluent invented 
by the Pharisees to_ lend authority to popular 
religious customs which had become established. 
HoAvever this may be, Lauterbach’s reconstruction, 
sketched above, gives the best explanation that 
has yet been proposed to account for the someAvhat 
complicated facts.* It accounts for the separation 
of the Pharisees from the Sadducees (in the earlier 
Sanhedrin), and for their emergence as distinct and 
bitterly opposed parties at the time Avhen their 
party names first emerge into the light of history ; 


Iigious situation tnat had in consequence arisen. 

3. Aims and religious position. — The age-long 
conflict betAveen the Sadducees and the Pharisees 
was tbe most important factor in the development 
of Judaism. The Pharisees, as we have seen, were 
the champions of the oral Law Avhich at first was 
quite independent^ of the AATitten Tdrah, and was 
deeply entrenched in old popular custom and nsa<Te. 
On the other hand, the Sadducees mainly repre- 
sented the old conserA-ative positions of the priest- 
hood, and inherited the tradition of the older 
scribism. The ‘ scribe,’ as he is depicted in Sirach 
(c. 190 B.C.), is a judge and man of affairs, a culti- 
vated student of ‘Avisdom,’ Avell acquainted, of 
course, with the contents of the Avritten LaAA’, and 
I Lauterhach, In JQR, new ser., vi. 67 f. -Ib r> bS 

!*■ "“f "“t teen po^le to state fully the arguments which 
views. They can bo read in the articlea already 
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a frequenter of the courts of kings. He belongs to 
the leisured, aristocratic class, and is poles asunder 
from the typical Phai-isee and teacher of the Law, 
who was drawn from the ranks of the people. It 
was in the reaction against Hellenism that T6rah- 
study, among the people and in the sense explained 
above, was bom. The public reading and exposi- 
tion of it in the synagogues probably dates only 
from the Macoabrean period. Both parties were 
compelled now to devote themselves to Thrah-study 
in the new and exacting way demanded by the 
times, the Sadducees because, on their view, the 
Law was the only valid standard for fixing juristic 
and religious practice, and the Pharisees because 
it was necessary for them to adjust their oral 
tradition, as far as possible, to the written word. 
The first result of Pharisaic activity in this direc- 
tion was the development of a remarkably rich 
and subtle exegesis. A further result was the 
evolution of new laws by exegetical methods.* 

The_ Pharisees were thus essentially a democratic 
party in the sense that they were themselves mainly 
drawn from the people and safeguarded the re- 
ligious rights and privileges of the laity as against 
the aristocratic and exclusive priesthood. The 
reaction against the Hellenizing movement was 
largely strengthened by their work in succession 
to that of the earlier Rasldlm ; they democratized 
religion by making the Scriptures the possession 
of the people, and expounding these in the weekly 
assemblages of the Synagogue. In marked con- 
trast with those of the Sadducees, their judgments 
in questions of law were, as is well known, of a 
mild and compassionate character. When it is 
realized how they spent their energies without 
stint in the work of instructing the people in the 
Tflrah, and in bringing reli^on to bear upon 
popular life, their enormous influence with the 
people generally, to which Josephus testifies, is 
explained. 

Josephus saj'B that the Pharisees led the people, compelling 
even the priestly aristocracy to yield to them. ‘Practically 
nothing was done by them [the Sadducees] ; for whenever they 
attain ofBee they follow — albeit unwillingly and of compulsion 
— what the Pharisees say, because otherwise they would not be 
endured by the people ' (,Ant. xviii. 1. 4). 

In manifold ways the influence of the Pharisees 
made itself felt upon the religious life and institu- 
tions of the people. The observance of the Sabbath 
and holy days was invested with special sanctity 
in the home. As at the sacrifices in the Temple, 
wine was used in honour of the day. * Kemember 
the Sabbath Day to keep it holy ’ was interpreted ; 

‘ Kemember it over the wine,’ and was embodied 
in the ceremony of qtddush, ‘ sanctification. ’ ^ They 
made the observance of these days popular, and 
succeeded in imparting to them a character of 
domestic joy, W hereas by the conservative priest- 
hood such occasions were regarded mainly as 
Temple festivals, the Pharisees strove to bring them 
into the common life of the people. Their influence 
on the Temple services was also of a democratic 
character. They introduced the recitation of daily 
prayers beside tlie sacrifices (Tamid, v. 1), and 
founded the institution of the Ma'dmadoth, i.e. 
the deputation of lay Israelites which was present 
in the Temple at the daily sacrifice,® They also 
proclaimed the doctrine that the priests were 

1 The thirteen exegetical principles of B. Ishmael (developed 
from an earlier nucleus attributed to Hillel) are set forth in 
S. Singer’s Hebrew-English Authorised Daily Prayer Bool:, 
London, 1914, p. IS. They are explained and illustrated in M. 
Mielziner, Introd. to the Talmud, Cincinnati, 1894. 

2 For a description of this ceremony see W. O. E. OesterlCT 
and G. H. Box, The Religion and Worship of the Synagogue^ 
London, 1911, p. 876 0. 

s Only a deputation was present in the Temple, The other 
members of the ‘course’ on duty who hod been left behind in 
the towns and country districts assembled in the local syna- 
gogues (at the time when the sacrifice tvas being offered in the 
Temple) and engaged in prayer and the reading of Scripture 
(see ra'dntth, iv. 2, and cf. Sohiirer, HJPiii. 275 1). 


hut the deputies of the people (cf. Mishnah. 

Y6ma, i.J. 

‘IVhile the Sadducean priesthood,’ savs Kohler, 'regarded 
the Temple as its domain and took it to be the privilege of the 
high priest to offer the daily burnt offering from his own 
treasury, the Pharisees demanded that it be furnished from ths 
Temple treasury, which contained the contributions of ths 
people.’l 

Further, they secured Temple sanction for certain 
popular customs which were not enjoined in the 
Law. Such was the great festival of the water- 
drawing at the Feast of Tabernacles, when a liba- 
tion of water was brought in procession from the 
Pool of Siloam to the Temple and solemnly poured 
on the altar. It was, perhaps, originally regarded 
as symbolical of rain. During the feast, which 
lasted seven days, the libation of water was made 
each day at the time of the morning sacrifice, and 
it is to this custom that Christ implicitly refers in 
Jn 7®* |If any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and drink.' This was one of the most popular of 
Temple ceremonies, and the Mishnah referring to 
it and its accompaniments says ; 

‘Be who has not seen the Joy of the water-drawing has neeer 
seen joy in his life.’ 

The Pharisaic institution of the tefillln, or phylac- 
teries, on the head and arm seems to have been 
devised as a counterpart of the high-priest’s diadem 
and breast-plate, and to have been regarded as a 
consecration of head and arm ; and in the same 
way the mez^zdh, or door-post symbol, was regarded 
as symbolizing the consecration of the home. Both 
observances were, of course, derived from the text 
of Scripture (Dt 6®** 11*®'-), and doubtless originally 
had talismanic associations ; but these were, to a 
large extent, forgotten. The Pharisees strove to 
make their symbolism realljf relimous. They also 
infused new and more specifically religious ideas 
into the observance of the old traditional festivals 
and solemnities. One of the most simificant of 
these was their doctrine regarding the Day of 
Atonement. They boldly transferred the atoning 
power from the high-priest to the day itself, so 
that atonement might be effected apart from sacri- 
fice and priest. The one indispensable condition 
was true repentance, on the necessity of which the 
Rabbinic literature lays the utmost stress. Simi- 
larly the New Year Festival {Bosh ha-shanah) 
became the annual Day of Judgment ; and the 
Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost (ori^ally a purely 
agricultural festival), became the Festival of Re- 
velation, or the Giving of the Law. They also 
improved the status of women, relaxing the rigour 
of the old laws of purification, and, by the institu- 
tion of the mamage-document (or settlement), 
protected the woman against arbitrary divorce. 
Their general aim, apparently, was to invest the 
woman in the home with as much dimity as 
possible. In consequence they enjoyed, m J osephus 
tells us, great popularity with the Jewish women 
(Anf. XVII. ii. 4). Among their other _ peat 
achievements they fixed the canon of Senpture, 
built up the Synagogue service and liturgy, ana 
established a system of religions instruction by 
means of elementary schools, supplemented by the 

^he enormous influence of the Pharisaic party 
on the religious life of the Jewish people in Pales- 
tine is thuB clear ; and it undoubtedly operated m 



felt. Apparently, however, the Pharisees did mt 
secure full control of the Temple ntual till 

decades that preceded the destruction in A-D. /o 

(c. A.D. 60-70). Thus in the time of Jesus 
Temple services were still 

accordance with the old priestly traditions (though 
JJBix. 662». 
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not, as Ti’e have seen, entirely). Both the Sanhe- 
drin and the Temple were still dominated by the 
priestly aristocracy. This comes out very clearly 
in the details of the trial of J esus, as narrated in 
the Gospels. The procedure adopted violated the 
canons of the criminal law accepted by the Phari- 
sees, and embodied in the Mishnah.^ It is clear 
enough from the Gospels, indeed, that the chief 
actors in the tragedy were the members of the 
high-priestly party. 

The Pharisaic ideal was the exact opposite of 
what is understood by ‘progress’ in the modern 
world. While in modern life the tendency is to 
secularize ever more and more all departments of 
human activity, the Pharisees consistently strove 
to bring life more and more under the dominion of 
religious observance. But observance — ceremonial 
— was valued mainly because of its educational 
worth. By carefully formed habits, by the cere- 
monial of religious observance, religious ideas could 
be impressed upon the people’s mind and heart. 
But the outward was, at any rate ideally, sub- 
ordinated to the inward. Thus in the prescriptions 
that occur in the Mishnah and T 6 sefta regarding 
prayer the necessity of conscious direction of the 
thoughts to the objects of the prayer (kawwanuh) 
is insisted upon. Nor is it clear that the Pharisees 
put all the requirements of religious observance on 
exactly the same level, and made no distinctions. 
The essential marks of their piety are well summed 
up in a Talmudic passage as follows : 

‘Three distinguishing characteristics mark the people of 
Israel— compassion, humility, and the practice of benevolence 
(acts of Idnaness).' " 

The three purely religious duties which were most 
emphasized have been combined in a phrase which 
has become a commonplace inPharisaic(Rabbinical) 
literature ; ‘ penitence, prayer, and charity ’ (.naien 
npasn n^sm) ; these ‘ avert the evil doom. ’ ‘ Charity ’ 
(.ipns) is one of the ‘good works’ — a mi^vah in fact 
— ^which are a prominent feature in Pharisaic piety. 

4 . The Pharisees in the NT. — It must not be 
supposed that Pharisaism, during its active period, 
was all of one type. It was, as a matter of fact, 
sharply divided into opposing sections or ‘ schools.’ 
Probably these divisions are not exhausted hy the 
opposing schools of Hillel and Shammai. There 
•were doubtless apocalyptical Pharisees, as well as 
others who strove to relegate apocalyptic to the 
background. Before A.D. 70 Pharisaism of various 
shades was struggling for supremacy. The later 
Eabbinism has afaorbed its spirit, but breathes a 
serener atmosphere. It is less polemic in character, 
and doubtless had itself been to some extent in- 
fluenced by the elements which opposed the earlier 
Pharisaism. Among these, as we have seen, one 
of the most important was the party (or parties) of 
the Sadducees. But it is necessary also to re- 
member the presence of warring schools among 
the Pharisees themselves, if we are to estimate the 
NT evidence rightly. There was certainly an 
extreme and fanatical section, to be found, it would 
appear, among the school of Shammai (though not 
embracing all Shnmmaites), which -vvas open to the 
charge of formalism and hypocrisy. Pharisees of 
this type were severe and exacting in their require- 
ments, and bitterly narrow and exclusive. It seems 
probable that it was against this section that the 
olemic in the Gospels was _ primarily directed, 
esus denounced this hypocritical section of the 
Pharisees. The Talmud^ also denounces them. 
But on the other side were the mild and peace- 
loving disciples of Hillel. 

A brief examination of one of the Gospel accounts 

1 See esp. the tractate Sanhedrin. 

3 T. B. YebMmdth, 70a. 

3 In the well-known passage In T. J. B^rSk. ii. 146, which 
classifies Pbarisecs into seven classes, five of which suggest 
'suits (intluding grar-c hypociisyX 


will serve to illustrate what has been said. That 
Jesus came into conflict with the scribes and Phari- 
sees is attested very clearly in the oldest tradition 
of the Synoptic Gospels. Two specific instances of 
points of conflict of great importance are given, 
viz. the question of vows (a son by pronouncing 
the word qorban being permitted to relieve himself 
of the duty of helping a parent [Mk 7®'^3), and a 
question of ritual purification, the obligation, viz., 
to wash the hands before meals (Mk 7''“). To the 
historieitj' of both these accounts strong objection 
has been raised on the Jewish side, it being alleged 
that the Pharisees could never have tolerated such 
a breach of the moral law as neglect of duty to 
parents on the ground of tradition ; and, further, 
that the laws of purification did not apply to the 
ordinary layman in daily life at all, but only on 
the rare occasions when he visited the Temple.* 
Otherwise they were obligatory only on the priests. 

It is not possible to discuss these pointe fidly 
here. But something may be said on the question 
of the ritual hand-washing. It is noticeable that 
the rebuke by Jesus of the Pharisees as described 
in Mk 7 is directed against a hypocritical section 
(v.®, ‘ you hypocrites ’). These are represented by 
‘ certain of tne scribes which had come from Jeru- 
salem,’ i.c. probably a deputation of the Sha_m- 
maite party. The Shammaites were aggressive 
and exacting, and their influence up to the time of 
the catastrophe of A.D. 70 seems to have been in 
the ascendant. Later the milder party of Hillel 
triumphed, and the oral Law, embodied in the 
Mishnah, was revised in accordance' with Hillelite 
views. It is probable that in the time of Jesus the 
question of ritual hand-washing was a party one, 
and that Jesus Himself strongly opposed the Sham- 
raaite view. In fact, the impression is almost 
irresistible that the denunciations of the Pharisees 
occurring in the Gospels are directed primarily 
against a Shammaite section, and that the incident 
described in Mk 7 is nn episode in the controvergf 
between Jesus and the Shammaites. In confirma- 
tion of what has been said of the party-character 
of the point at the time presupposed in the Gospel 
account, it is interesting to note that, according 
to the Talmud {T. B. Shahbuth, 145), the duty of 
ritual hand-'washing formed one of the ‘ eighteen 
articles ’ which the Shammaites forced with such 
violence on the Sanhedrin in the stormy years that 
immediately preceded the conflict ■u’ith Rome in 
A.D. 66-70.“ 

The gi-eat danger inherent in a legalisticyeligion 
is undoubtedly that of formalism, extemalism, un- 
reality ; and this defect unquestionably manifested 
itself in certain phases or Pharisaism. But the 
Pliarisaic religion never failed to produce genuine 
examples of profound piety, while its positive 
achievements in the domain of religious institutions 
were astonishing. 

Pharisaism was essentially legalistic in character. 
To the Pharisee the Law and its prescriptions were 
the supreme embodiment of the divine Will and 
divine revelation. No doubt Pharisaism by its 
exegetical methods succeeded in adapting the Law 
to the requirements of living conditions. But the 
adaptation and modification were legalistic in 
character. They multiplied precepts and rules. 
Jesus, on the other hand, lyhile maintaining the 
divine character of the Law, and even asserting its 

1 Cf. A. Bfichler, Ber galildiiehe 'Am-ha-Ares dee zweiien 
Jahrhunderts, Vienna, 1000, p. 131 fif. 

. 3 For a full discussion of both questions sec the writer's 
art, * Recent Literature on the Pharisees and Sadducees,' in 
RThPh iv. [1008] 139 ff. That the neglect by J esus' disciples ol 
the practice of ritual hand-washing was not a departure from 
general lay usage may be inferred from the Gospei account 
^elf. No protest was raised against it, npparentiy, till a 
dentation of scribes from Jerusalem arrive on the scene ; and 
what^they objected to was that a teacher — a Rabbi — should 
permit his disciples to neglect the rite. 
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texfc against the developments of Pharisaic tradi- 
tion, adopted a prophetic rather than a legalistic 
attitude to the Law itself. The Pliarisaie attitude, 
while not deficient in inward strength and religious 
conviction, was bound to be somewhat unsympa- 
thetic to those who remained outside the Law’s 
pale. A Jewish scholar has said : 

‘ Only in regard to intercourse with the unclean and “ un- 
washed” multitude, with the 'am ha-nre? [‘people of the 
land’J, the publican, and the sinner, did Jesus differ widely 
from the Pharisees.' 1 

This difference, however, is really fundamental. 
Such a transcending: of the letter of the Law 
involved ultimately its supersession. In Palestine 
the hostility of the Pharisaic party, as a whole, 
seems first to have been aroused only when a 
section of the Christian sect became avowedly and 
explicitly antinomian in the person of Stephen ; 
and even then the hostility was not extended to 
those Christians who ivishea to remain loyal to the 
Law. 

S. The significance of Pharisaism in the history 
of Judaism. — As we have seen, Pharisaism was the 
dominant factor in the development of orthodox 
Judaism, which assumed a more ox less permanent 
form in the Rabbinical system. Its relations with 
other parties during the two centuries before j 
A.D. 70 were also of vital importance. What ex- 
actly the relation of Pharisaism was to the earlier 
apocalyptic it is difficult to say. The two types 
or thought and circles, though distinct and empha- 
sizing the one the Law, and the other eschatologi- 
cal hopes, were not necessarily opposed, and were 
doubtless often combined in greater or less de^ee. 
It is significant that the Pharisees took over from 
the apocalyptists and made a firm position of ortho- 
dox Judaism the doctrine of the future life; they 
also admitted the apocalyptic hook of Daniel into 
the canon. (On the other hand, there was a certain 
anti-apocalyptio bias in Pliarisaism, which showed 
itself later (c. A.D. 100) in the rejection of the 
apocalyptic literature of the earlier Judaism. In 
fact, Pharisaism was far from other-worldly in its 
outlook. Its main interest was to bring the 
sanctions of religion into this life. This tendency 
also appears in its Messianic doctrine, which it has 
impressed on all parts of the Synagogue liturgy. 
Its Messiah is not the transcendental and heavenly 
figure of some of the apocalyptists, but a purely 
human son of David. Pharisaism was the most 
vital factor in the development of the Judaism of 
the Talmud. But Rabbinic Judaism, in the form 
which it assumed from the 2nd cent. A.D,, is not a 
mere deposit of Pharisaism. It is really a syn- 
thesis of the earlier Pharisaism and some of the 
elements that were in conflict with it. The final 
product was something richer and more serene 
than the strugglingand confused elements, as they 
appeared before the process of fusion was complete. 

It may be claimed, with some justice, that by 
Pharisaism ‘ the element of evolution and progress 
was injected into the Law, ... It was due to 
this progressive tendenw of the Pharisees that 
their interpretation of Judaism continued to de- 
velop and remained an ever living force in Jewry.’ ® 
Certainly the Pharisees erected a structure which 
has proved its strength by withstanding the shocks 
of time, and by its survival, so far as it has 
survived, in the Jewries of to-day. 

LTreiiATTOE. — For the literature generally see Scburer, OVI*, 
p. 447 ff.; important recent monographs by I. Eibogren, Die 
jReKrrionsanscAammpen der PharisSer mil besonderer Beruelc- 
sichtiQung der Beitriffe 6ott und Menseh, Berlin, 1004; M. 
FriedlSuder, Die religiSsev, Beteegunnen innerhalb des Juden- 
<um» tm Zeitaller Jem, do. 1905 ; D. Chwolson, Dae letzte 
Paseamahl ChrCsd und der Tag seines Todes, nebst einem 
Anfiang: das Veriidltniss der PharisSer, SadducSer und der 

1 Kohler, JB ix. 865*’. 

2 Lauterbaoh, in Studies in Jewish Literature in 'Honour of 
Kohler, p. 193. 


Juden itberhaupt zu Jesus Christas naeh den nit Bilfe > 
nischer Quellen erlauterten Berichten der Synoniiker. ms 
Leipzig, 1008 ; R. Travers Herford, Pharisaism : its Ain 
Its Method, London, 1912; R. Leszynslw, PharisSer 
Sadduzaer, Frankfort, 1912; J. Z. Lauterbach, 'The Si 
cees and Pharisees,’ in Studies in Jewish Literature issue 
Honour of Prof. K. Kohler, London, 1913, and three artt 
titled ' Midrash and Mishnah,' in JOB, new ser., v. flfll. 
603ff., Vi; [1916-16] 23 ff., 303£f. 


PHILADELPHIANS. -The Philadelph 
were a little group of mystics, in London, Holli 
and Germany, who flourished from 1693 to I 
Dr. John Pordage (1607-81), one of the C 
bridge Platonists, and the author of Theol 
Mystica, followed a temporary fashion and d 
together several readers of Jacob Boehme. 
Commissioners of Berkshire therefore ejected 
from the rectory of Bradfield before the eno 
1654, on charges of blasphemy, necromancy, 
scandal in his life; at the Restoration, however 
re-entered. In this circle of followers of Boel 
was Jane Lead (1623-1704), a widow of good fam 
who in 1670 began to experience divine open! 
and revelations, so that she, a living medi: 
taught by God’s eternal virgin ivisdom, snperse 
the_ dead Boehme, Soon ‘The Philadelpl; 
Society for the Advancement of Piety and Dii 
Philosophy ' was organized, apparently on a mii 
scopic scale. Nothing was written till 1681, w! 
Mrs. Lead issued a little tract, The Heave 
Cloud now Breaking, followed in two years b, 
larger work, The Bevelaiion of Bevelations. H 
was published through Sowle, the Quaker bo 
seller~an obvious sign of a spiritual kinsl 
Francis Lee of Oxford (1661-1719) heard of 
movement at Leyden, where he was study 
medicine ,* he sought out Mrs. Lead on his letu 
became her adopted son, and, in accordance wit 
revelation, married her daughter. Soon he heai 
the movement, introducing Mrs. Lead to kind 

S irits abroad, so that a sister society arose 
olland. He urged Mrs. Lead to write, and 
himself edited the Theosophical Transactions 
the society, which began to appear in 1697. 

Mrs. Lead broke new ground in 1694 w 
another pamphlet, The Enochian Walks with G 
in which she announced a fresh stage of revelat: 
superseding her former deliverances, and declai 
that it was possible after spiritual death, a 
resurrection by the aid of the eherubini, to hi 
direct communion with departed saints as ''^dl 
with Christ. Next year appeared The Wond 
of God’s Creation manifested in the Vanety 
Eight Worlds, of which she was only the ‘bi 
ordinate author,’ and in which, on divine autnorr 
it was revealed that there are eight world^ t 
visible universe being lowest, and four h®' 
sinless — Paradise, Zion, New Jerusalem, a 
Eternity, the source of all. In 1695 appeared i 
Laws of Paradise, or the Ten Commantoei 
spiritualized. The fourth was interpreted 
meaning that there was to be no reasoning p 
implicit belief in the revelation, and no worKi 
for a living hut acceptance of whatever was pi 
vided, while the seventh forbade all cimfercnce ^ 
religion with any one but Jane_ Lead. ^ Jo- 
when the society was at its zenith, ebe uegan 
Fountain of Gardens, which contains her recoiu 
tions in old age of her spiritual expenencM tUl ibt 
This work extended to four volumes, the sub- 
quent instalments appeanng m 1696, VIW, » 
1701. Two little tracts. The Tree of Fduh ai 
The Ark of Faith (London, 1696), f ; 

flying ark navigated by the apostle John, nm 


flying ark navigated by tiie apostia ouuu, 
gathered the saints fit for transmutetion. Mi 
Lead’s first Message to the 

i» 1696, to 


and the seven sons — ----- i 3 „»wt/>rinn 
Christ rejected Episcopalians, Presbytenau 
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Independents, Baptists, Fifth - Monarchists, and 
Borne, choosing only the Philadelphian Society as 
free from all forms. The Message also enjoined 
organization, and repeated that to work for a living 
was wrong ; the_ kings of the earth would send 
tribute. This hid for publicity won adherents, 
but attracted hostile comment and brought forth 
rivals, so that it was necessaiy to advertise what 
were the authentic works of Mrs. Lead. Monthly 
Memoirs were published, beginning in 1697. 

A formal meeting was held at "Westmorland 
House, when the society agreed not to separate 
from outward ecclesiastical connexions, but to 
superadd their own meetings. This was the 
custom of the religious societies then so familiar, 
out of which grew the Wesleyans later on ; it was 
Spener’s ecclesiola in ecclcsia. In this way the 
growth of a German branch was facilitated ; but it 
was contrary to the revelation to Mrs. Lead, and 
marks the repudiation of her sole claims. Another 
constitution, describing the order of worship, 
enjoined the reading of Scripture, silent medita- 
tion, and prophecy ; it forbade argument or the 
stating of donbts in meeting ; it was explicit that 
all members were eq^ual, and that women must be 
modest if they took part. A pamphlet contro- 
versy led to explanations that the discipline of the 
society was borrowed from the Church of England 
and the Friends ; that Scripture was accepted as 
the touchstone of alleged revelations, which cannot 
supersede or add to Scripture, but can only inter- 
pret it ; that in case of conflict of alleged revela- 
tions the common sense of the society judged the 
genuineness and validity. 

The revolt against Mrs. Lead and her son-in-law 
Lee was disastrous ; the Memoirs ceased to appear, 
and the third Message shifted ground, declaring 
that the seven churches were now Jews, Komans, 
Greeks, Ethiops, Lutherans, French Keformed, and 
Vaudois. Two more works by the foundress of the 
society were published. The W ars of David (honion, 
1700) and A Living Funeral Testimony (do. 1702), 
but the movement was doomed. A confession is 
said to have been issued in 1703, but the government 
suppressed the meetings of the society, and no 
protest was published. The Dutch section formally 
severed connexion, and the English section col- 
lapsed with the death of Jane Lead in 1704. She 
had been q^uite consistent in her refusal to work, 
and her needs had been met by an annuity from 
Baron Kniphausen.^ The German connexion had 
introduced the society to tiie practical work of 
Francke at Halle, an account of which appeared 
in the Memoirs. It has been claimed that Lee 
persuaded Hoare and Nelson to acclimatize that 
work as the charity schools, but the claim is too 
high, for these were begun by Presbyterians in 
Southwark as early os 1687. 

LrrERATUBK. —Sources are named in the article. See also 

c •: .... 7' ..I*!..-- 1090, pp. 41S-423, 

' . . ' *■ head; Biographic dtr 

. jrhitt.Theologie.lSGS, 

- . ■ : , ". ■ ■ 1S73, p. 181 ff. ; M. D. 

Conway, in l/tc Open Coait, vn. 3761 ff. ; A. RiiegEr, in 
xi. 320 ff.! R. M. Jones, Spiritual Reformers tn the 
leth and 17th Centuries, I/ondon, 1914. The correspondence of 
Lee and Dodwell in Christopher Walton's anonrmous A'otes 
and Materials for an Adequate Biography qf ItWinm Laio 
(privately printed, 1854) may also he consulted. An ed. of the 
irnri of David, published in 1816, has many notes, extracts, 
and critlcisraB. W. T. WHITLEY. 

PHILANTHROPY.— i. Introduction Phil- 

anthropy is defined in OED as ‘ the disposition or 
active effort to promote the happiness and well- 
being of one’s fdlow-men.’ It is closely akin to 
charity {q.v.), and may bo regarded as charity 
grown up; f.c., the impulse to help the needy, 
which may be but a casual and superficial emotion, 
develops in some minds into a settled disposition 
and a steady life effort. The tjrpical philanthropist 


is a prosperous person who gives np a large share 
of his life to the work of improving the lot of his 
fellow-creatures. "While charity concerns itself in 
the main with the present needs of individuals, 
philanthropy looks further, to the future ns well 
as to the present, and seeks to elevate human life 
on a larger scale. It is specially characteristic of 
those_ societies that are called ‘individualistic,’ 
t.e., in which ideals of personal liberty make a 
strong appeal to the average person. Where the 
rights of the community over the individual are 
powerfully felt, os in the ancient Greek cities or in 
modem Germany, there is less call for philan- 
thropy ; it is to the community, organized in the 
State, rather than to wealthy individuals that 
men naturally look for the redressing of human 
wrongs. Further, philanthropy is usually the 
product of religious faith, and it is therefore 
affected by the kind of religion that prevails in a 
community. It is much more characteristic of 
Christian than of pagan societies, and of Protestant 
than of Roman Catholic or Orthodox. The reason 
doubtless is that Protestant societies are usually 
the more individualistic : where the Church idea 
is strong, and the sense of personal liberty weak, 
it is to the Church rather than to individuals 
that people turn for succour and support. 

Philanthropy, then, is the outcome of the 
charitable impulse, when disciplined by reflective 
thought, in a strongly individualized society ; but 
philanthropy, in its turn, under the criticism of 
reason, tends to merge itself in something larger 
still. The efforts to cope with social evils put 
forth by individuals, either alone_ or in voluntary 
association, are often found to fail ; and it is seen 
that to be effective they must be undertaken by 
the community. The object is now sought to be 
attained through changes in the law and improved 
administration of the forces of society. The phil- 
anthropist becomes the reformer. 

2 . History. — A full outline of the history of the 
world’s philanthropy cannot be attempted here; 
but we may illustrate a few of its features. It is 
in the Christian communities of the West, and 
particularly in the English-speaking countries, 
that philanthropy has been most highly developed ; 
but it has long existed in the East also, quite 
apart from Christianity. 

(a) Chinese . — In China, through the teachings 
especially of Confucius and Mencius, the virtue of 
benevolence has been recomized from very early 
times. They taught that tlie State exists for the 
promotion of human happiness ; but neither central 
nor local authorities appear to have done much 
actively in this direction. There has, however, 
been much private benevolence, especially during 
the last two centuries ; but this is scarcely noticed 
in the Cliinese histories, which have been u-ritten 
in the main as chronicles of the doings of kings 
and emperors. Orphans and abandoned children 
have been cared for, and endeavours made from 
time to time to put a stop to the practice of 
desertion. Hospitals and alms-houses have been 
established. There is a Chinese poor law, which 
is stated to be on paper admirable but in practice 
almost a dead-letter, since no funds are provided 
by the State, apart from the land-tax, the proceeds 
of which, even under an honest magistracy, are 
nsuiflly required to meet the costs of local adminis- 
tration. In most of the Chinese cities there is a 
large amount of philanthropic work initiated and 
controlled by the people apart from, but not in 
antagonism to, the government; and these local 
charities are co-ordinated by institutions like the 
‘ Hall of United Benevolence ’ at Shanghai, which 
dates from 1805. Some of these are using modem 
and enlightened methods ; how far this is due to a 
growing acquaintance with Western life, through 
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the -work of missionaries and others, it is not easy 
to judge. 

A native writer says ; 

•Chinese philanthropy has reached the stage of systematiza- 
tion and institutionalism, and of adequate relief; but not that 
of the scientific prevention of destitution. . . . But the scientific 
stage is bound to be reached’ (Yu-Yue Tsu, The Spirit of 
Chinese Philanthropy), 

This may he true of some parts ; in many others it 
certainly cannot he_ said that ‘ relief is adequate.’ 
Beggars, lepers, blind and insane persons, often 
fail to obtain needed succour, either through the 
clans or the merchant gilds, which are supposed to 
care for their members. 

That there is a fine philanthropic spirit at work 
among the Cliinese people is clear from their 
success in putting down the use of opium, and also 
from the rapid progress of the movement for 
freeing women from the pernicious practice of 
foot-binding. 

(6) Indian. — In regard to India, it is perhaps 
unnecessary to add to what has already been said 
under the head of Chabity, Almsgiving (Bud- 
dhist) and (Hindu). 

(c) Greek. — Among the Greeks philanthropy 
occupied but a minor place, whether in practice or 
in ethical theory. It was always assumed that 
the bulk of the hard manual work of the com- 
munity would be done by slaves, whose funda- 
mental needs were of course provided for ; and, if 
distress came upon the citizens, the Greek mind 
naturally turned to the city-State, rather than to 
wealthy individuals, as the organ through which 
the trouble should be met. In the place of phil- 
anthropists we find legislators and statesmen like 
Solon and Cleisthenes, whose reforms were de- 
signed to lift up the poorer citizens and release 
them from their burdens. We hear, indeed, of 
rich citizens in Athens fitting out at their own 
charge vessels for the navy, and helping their 
poorer neighbours by portioning their daughters 
and sisters; yet Aristotle in his Politics (vi. 6, 
1320* '’) commends foreign examples of benevolence, 
implying that this was not a conspicuous virtue 
among his fellow-Athenians. What he desired 
was no ill-considered or spasmodic charity ; 

‘The chief service rendered by Aristotle was to show that 
unless the purpose of civil and social life was carefully con- 
sidered and clearly understood by those who desired to improve 
the conditions, no change for the better could result from indi- 
vidual or associated action’ (0. S. Loch, Charily and Social 
Life, p. 34). 

Thus the benevolence which he desiderates is 
the philanthropic rather than the merely chari- 
teble spirit. 

(d) Boman. — ^What has been said about the 
Greeks applies in large measure also to the 
Homans. Philanthropy was not a characteristic 
Boman virtue, yet it burned with a very pure 
flame in the breast of Tiberius Gracchus, when he 
saw great estates in Tuscany cultivated by slaves 
and barbarians, while Boman citizens were idle 
and starving ; and it drove him to reform of the 
land laws. His reforms and those of his brother 
Gains, for which they gave their lives, were in a 
measure successful ; but the lex frumentaria of 
Cains, which gave to Boman citizens the right to 
purchase corn from the public stores at about half- 
price, began the demoralization of the Boman 
pleis. This illustrates one of the dangers of 
philanthropy, even when it takes the form of 
social legislation. Apparent success at the time 
may be achieved at the cost of grievous trouble in 
the future. The process of demoralization went 
on until the greater part of the Boman populace 
were enabled to live in idleness, depending on the 
annona, or free distribution of com at the public 
charge; and no philanthropist could untie the 
fatal knot — for the Boman citizen was a voter, 
and thereby master of the situation. He w'ould 


support any one who would offer liim plenty of 
panem et cireenses. 

Under the empire the Stoic faith, which fitted 
so well the ideal Boman character, drew some of 
the leading minds towards a wider recognition of 
the worth of manhood : * homo sacra res homini ’ 
wrote Seneca {Ep. xv. 3). This broadening of the 
sense of human brotherhood had its outcome in 
a distinct development of the philanthropic spirit. 
Hospitals of some kind, probably private infirm- 
aries, appeared in the 1st cent. a.d. ; and, with 
the desire to encourage the growth of population, 
several of the emperors formed endowments (known 
as alimenta) for the support of selected children of 
poor parents, entrusting their administration to 
local municipalities, and encouraging others, to do 
likewise (see, further, CHARITY, ALMSGIVING 
[Boman]). 

(e) Jewish . — Among the Jews the duty of kind- 
ness to the poor, the widows, and the fatherless 
was constantly enforced as a thing pleasing to God. 
But the nearest approach to anything that can be 
called philanthropy is perhaps to be found in the 
earlier prophets, who ^tom the time of Elijah’s 
fearless denunciation of Ahab for his injustice to 
Naboth) pleaded the cause of the poor against 
their oppressors. The special contrihution of the 
Jewish spirit (mainly through the prophets) was 
its insistence on the practice of justice and love as 
a vital element in religion : what Jahweh required 
of men was ‘to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God ’ (Mic 6®). 

After the Exile the rise of the Synagogue was 
accompanied by the gradual development of a 
system of organized charity, for which the Jews 
are still remarkable. It is not surprising, after 
the treatment which they have received at the 
hands of Christians, that except U> their own 
people most Jews are not much inclined to liber- 
ality. 

(/) Earlp Christian . — It was through the ethical 
teachings of the prophets that a section of the 
human race was prepared for the coming of Chnst, 
that the spiritual senses of a few were so trained 
and developed as to be able to appreciate and 
welcome the manifestation of divine and human 
love wJiich Christ brought. It is this that makes 
philanthropy peculiarly a Christian product. 
Christianity broadened and deepened the spirit 
of love to man, as nothing else in human history 


has ever done. 

The early Church felt that its Master had re- 
vealed both God and man : God as perfect loye, 
stooping to unimaginable depths of humiliation 
for man’s sake, and man, always and everywhere, 
gifted with the capacity to appreciate and respond 
to that love. Every man became a brother for 
whom Christ died.’ Jesus, by His example even 
more than by His words, had broadened the bond* 
sf brotherhood to encircle all mankind; He ate 
with publicans and sinners, disclosed His deepest 
teaching to sinful women, and taught that our 
‘neighbour’ is the alien and the heretic if they 
need our help, that a kind act done to one of tne 
least of His brethren is done to Him, that men are 
mlled to be ‘perfect’ by sharing the universal love 
jf the Father of all. Love to man as man, tne 
jense of universal brotherhood, the intuition o 
She oneness of humanity, became for the first time 
1 euiding principle for ordinary men and women. 

What Christ made of His followers is seen most 
dearly in the career of His great apostle, ot. ram, 
whose noble hymn in praise of love in 1 
■ings true because he lived it out liimself. H 
whole life after his conversion was one ot pnu- 
mthropy in its best and truest sense — scu- 
ledication to the highest good of men. ,1^*® 
ilhurch was a community of ‘inspired men a 


PHILANTHROPY 


839 


women— inspired, above all, -mtli a new experience 
and power of love. ‘We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love’ 
(1 Jn 3*‘). The new order of relations lifted all 
human life to a higher level ; it gradually made 
slaveiy impossible, raised the position of women 
nearer to equality ■with men, and led many of the 
most spiritually-minded Christians, during at least 
the first two centuries, to refuse to fight in the 
Roman armies, because they felt that all men 
were their brothers. Its most conspicuous triumph 
was won in the amphitheatre, where it put a stop 
to the gladiatorial games, thus countering the 
fiercest passion of the ancient world. 

But the picture has its flaws. After the first 
glow had passed away, influences unfavourable to 
philanthropy began to make themselves felt. One 
of these was the absorption of the Church in the 
tasks of defining its creed and settling its organi- 
zation. Another was the ascetic spint, which is 
essentially self-regarding, and which tended to 
displace the spirit of love. A third was the 
notion, taken over from Jeivish teachers, that 
almsgiving is a discipline good for the soul, which 
was so emphasized as to empty charitable deeds of 
all love, by making them a penance, whose main 
value was to the giver in the next world rather 
than to the recipient in tliis. And so the ‘dark 
ages’ do not shine when we search them for 
philanthropy. The idea that poverty was a divine 
ordinance — a fixed condition, to be relieved but 
not removed — ^robbed the almsgiving of the monas- 
teries to a large extent of a really philanthropic 
purpose. Yet the spread of public ‘hospitals’ 
from the 4th cent, onwards — institutions founded 
for the help of tlie sick, the poor, the aged, and the 
orphans, sometimes ■with ecclesiastical money and 
sometimes by private benefactions, but always 
controlled by the Church — shows the presence 
of real solicitude for suffering humanity. The 
ransoming of captives, pagan as well as Christian, 
■was largely practised, some of the bishops even, 
when their own wealth did not suffice, using the 
costly plate of their churches for the purpose. 
Great ecdesiastics frequently, at no little personal 
risk, interceded with barbarian invaders on behalf 
of humanity ; St. Ambrose compelled Theodosius 
the emperor to do penance for his massacre of the 
Thessalonians. And all through the hliddle Ages 
the Church strove, fitfully perhaps and ■\dth only 
partial success, to regulate commerce and industry 
in the interests of justice and human welfare. 
The phOanthropic spirit is sho^wn in the Christian 
society, even when we cannot single out the 
individual philanthropist. 

(g) Modem . — Modern philanthropy, strictly so 
called, begins ■with the Reformation, and is ex- 
emplified most in the countries of N. Europe and 
America, where the Reformation took deepest root. 
In England the dissolution of the monasteries 
destroyed the whole organization of society so far 
as the relief of the destitute was concerned, just at 
a time whm their numbers were increasing fast ; 
and the Elizabethan poor laws mark the failure of 
private philanthropy to rise to the need. The out- 
bre^ of strange sects during the Commonwealth 
I^od included ^hemes of social regeneration, like 
that of the ‘ Diggers,’ led by Everard and iVin- 
^nley, but more important was the rise of the 
Quakers, just in the middle of the 17th century. 
Their belief in the ‘ Light of God in every man ’ 
them a fresh intuition of human brotherhood, 
andpent them forth as sober apostles of love and 
j^tice among men. William Penn’s colony of 
Pennsylvania was a great philanthropic achieve- 
ment, specially remarkable, first as an experiment 
m entire^ freedom of conscience, and secondly for 1 
Its security from attack by the Indians, who, as 


long as the Colonial Government followed Penn’s 
example^ of treating them justly, remained its 
warm friends and supporters. For seventy years 
the colony was free from attack by the Indians, 
though unguarded by fort or soldier. Then the 
‘ Holy Experiment’ came to an end, at the opening 
of the Seven Years’ War in 1766. Positive orders 
were received from the British Government to arm 
the colony in defence against the French, and this 
drove the Quakers from power. 

Remarkable among Quaker philanthropists was 
John Bellers (1654-1725), who is described by Karl 
Mapc as ‘ a veritable phenomenon in the history of 
Political Economy ’ {Dos JTqpifaZ, Hamburg, 1872- 
94, L" 515). He worked out ■with much shrewdness 
a scheme forCollegesof Industry, which afterwards 
influenced Robert Owen. The later Quakers be- 
came pioneers in vario'us crusades, notably tliosa 
against slavery, for the reform of prisons, for the 
humane treatment of lunatics, and for popular 
education ; and all through its history the society 
has striven against war. 

‘There is no great work of humanity and meroy in which tho 
Quakers have not had their share, and which finally is not 
rooted in that which Fox recognised as the power of the “ Seed 
of God’” (P. Wemle, Introd. to Germ. ed. of George Fox’s 
Journal, Tubingen, 1903). 

The close of the 17th cent, and the early years 
of the ISth marked a new departure in philan- 
thropy : the beginning of ‘ societies ’ for carrying 
on religions and philanthropic work ivith money 
jointly provided. Among these were the ‘ Society 
for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge’ (1698), 
the ‘Society for the Propagation of the Gospel’ 
(1701), and other missionary bodies. Several of 
the larger London and provincial hospitals date 
from this time, though St. Bartholomevr’s and St. 
Thomas’s are much older. Guy’s was founded in 
1724, Westminster in 1734, and Winchester, the 
earliest provincial hospital, in 1736. In this 
particular matter England was behind several of 
the continental countries, particularly Holland. 

From the 18th cent, onwards the formation of 
philanthropic societies has continually gone forward 
with all sorts of objects, among which we may 
mention as typical the printing and distribution of 
the Scriptures, popular education, the aftercare of 
prisoners, the prevention of crime by reformatories 
and industrial schools, the advocacy of temperance, 
the prevention of cruelty to children and animals, 
and the spreading of the principles of international 
peace. 

3 . Philanthropy and the State. — In most of the 
fiet^ of philanthropic activity it is not possible to 
separate by any rigid demarcation the spheres of 
private and of State responsibility ; there has been 
a constant tendency for work that is attempted by 
private persons or associations to be eventually 
undertaken by the State. The most conspicuous 
example of this is public education, which every 
one now recognizes to be a legitimate concern of 
the whole community. This _ tendency arises 
mainly from the discovery that private effort rarely 
accomplishes what is needed — ^whether through 
deficient or capricious financial support or because 
in some cases a power of compulsion is required 
■which only the State can supply. Strong argu- 
ments can be adduced, on grounds of efficiency, for 
the State management, at the national charge, of 
hospitals, asylums, and the like— just as the 
government, in Germany and England, has under- 
taken the task of insuring its poorer members 
against sickness and old age. The task of philan- 
thropists, in the present 3ay, often is to get the 
community to shoulder its responsibilities for the 
weaker members of society; nence, as was said 
above, philanthropy becomes merged in social 
reform. 

The special case of the reform of prisons, and of 
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penal administration generally, illustrates well the 
relation beMveen philanthropy and the State. In 
the 17th cent, the State took no responsibility for 
the management of prisons or for the support of 
prisoners ; its task was done when, having con- 
victed them of crime or debt, it handed them over 
to the jailer for a certain term of safe keeping, 
leaving him to get out of them or their friends 
what he could. The investigations of John Howard, 
which began in 1773, led him at once to advocate 
changes in the law — payment of salaries to jailers, 
abolition of fees, cleansing of prisons, classification 
of prisoners, separation of the sexes, and so forth. 
Some temporary improvement resulted ; yet in 
1813, when Elizabeth Fry began her visits to New- 
gate, the condition of many prisons was as bad as 
ever. Since that time it has been increasingly 
recognized, at least in Europe and America, that 
society itself has a duty to the law-breaker, and 
that, if it neglects that duty and simply contents 
itself with punishing him, in most cases he comes 
out of prison a greater danger to society than 
before he went in. Hence the demand that prisons 
shall be made, so far as possible, not merely deter- 
rent but reformatory; that the criminal, after 
leaving prison, shall be given the chance of a fresh 
start in life, and shall be upheld and guided by 
those who have his good at heart ; and that similar 
methods shall be employed with unhardened 
offenders, instead of sending them to prison at aU. 
Experiments in the use of probation and conditional 
liberation on parole, under the care of special 
officers, have been made more freely and success- 
fully in America than in lEurope, but both are 
being cautiously introduced in England. Private 
philanthropy is not displaced, but is absorbed and ! 
directed. The State makes large use of the phil- , 
anthropic earnestness of individuals, as probation 
officers and the like ; but, unless the philanthropic 
spirit also animates the administrators of the law, | 
the result is largely failure.^ The supreme need is | 
the change of the bad will into the good ■wall, and 
the development of character ; and these are things 
that may be achieved by personal influence, but 
hardly ever by machinery, however perfect. 

This opens up a large question — too large for 
more than mention here. If the State is com- 
pelled, even in its own interests, to care for the 
lives of those who break the law — to seek to find 
them suitable employment, and so forth — how can 
it rightly leave, to sink or swim in the surging sea 
of competition, the great majority who keep the 
law? Must not the process end logically in a 
guarantee that the State toU find empoyment for 
all ? The difficulties that attend such a guarantee 
have often been pointed out by economists, and we 
cannot here pursue the matter further. But this 
we may certainly say : that the State must seek 
not only to repress crime but to remove those 
elements in the life of the community that cause 
and encourage crime ; and that in doing this it 
will continually need the help and guidance of phil- 
anthropists. 

In various fields of social work there are advan- 
tages in experiments being made by private phil- 
anthropists before the State steps in. Even if 
their work is not fully efficient, premature State 
action may often turn out to have been misguided, 
and may do more harm than good. If, e.g., all the 
reformatories for boys had been managed by the 
State in the days when manacles and armed guards 
were thought essential for order and discipline, it 
is very doubtful whether, in spite of more adequate 
equipment, a military machine of that kind would 
have achieved even the moderate success which, 
■with all their drawbacks, has been attained by the 
privately managed reformatories. It is, as has 
been said above, only through the free play of 


personal influence that personality can be richtlv 
developed. 

4 . Extra-national philanthropy.— A word may 
be added regarding philanthropic action by indi- 
viduals or societies for the benefit of humanity 
outside their own country. The great missionary 
enterprise must be considered here ; apart from it 
nearly all such benefit is necessarily sought through 
the agency of the State. The anti-slavery agita- 
tion is the greatest of these philanthropic move- 
ments. In this case the work of philanthropists 
has been mainly directed to securing the necessary 
changes in law, and to bringing continual pressure 
to bear on the government to secure, as far as 
possible, justice and right treatment for weaker 
peoples. The exploitation of the resources of the 
tropical regions of the earth by European and 
American capital opens up continual dangers of 
forced labour and other abuses akin to slavery, of 
which the Congo and Putumayo atrocities have 
been the most widely known ; and there will long 
be a place for such philanthropy as that of the 
‘Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society.' 
Other movements that may be mentioned in this 
connexion are those for restricting the sale of in- 
toxicating liquor among native races, and for the 
abolition of the Indian opium trade ■svith China, 
which is now, happily, almost a thing of the past. 
In these cases the work of philanthropists has been 
to enlighten the public and to quicken the demand 
for legislation and effective government administra- 
tion. 

5 . War. — The most pressing of all social problems 
at the present time is that of war, and foi long 
years to come an urgent task for philanthropists 
and reformers will be to replace the spirit of 
national egoism by the desire to deal justly with 
all, and, as the outcome of this desire, to discover 
means by which mutual trust among nations may 
be established, and disputes may be prevented 
from giving rise to war. In this great task states- 
men and philanthropists will need one another’s 
help. 

At the present day the alternative ‘philanthropy 
or the State ’ has been transcended, and the problem 
is to find how the two lines of activity may best 
support each other. 
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PHILISTINES.— ThePhilistines (Heb. OT?!'? J 
Jr. ^vhiamelp., ' AXKdtjivhoi [LXX], naXaiiwivol 
Josephus}) were a warlike people, estabhshea on 
he coast of Palestine, and at the zenith M their 
lower during the early years of the Hebrew 

ettlement. . u „ 

I. Origin, name, and history. -- We have but 
ittle material for a histoiy of the Philistines o'ub 
;ide the literature of the Hebrews, who, being 
heir bitterest and most resentful^ enemies, pamc 
hem in the blackest colours. Criticism has t_i 
ore to he applied to the statements there contained. 

Of the origin of this people the Hebrews had a 
mgue tradition that they came from a place called 
Japhtor. The ‘ Casluhim {whence '^®nt forth the 

Philistines) and Caphtorim’ are enumerated among 

he children of Mi^^raim, son of Ham, “ ^ 

,f the Table of Nations (Gn 10^ ^ttnbMed ^ 
he Jahwistic writer. The words m Pa«MhwM 
ire probably a misplaced gloss, which ought to 
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follow ‘ Caphtorim.’ Am 9? speaks of the Philis- 
tines having been brought from Capbtor; Jer 47* 
refers to them as the remnant of Capbtor, calling 
the place by a word (’i) which implies that it was 
on the sea-coast, if not an actual island. Dt 2“ 
speaks of the Caphtorim, which came out of 
Capbtor, having destroyed the villagers of the 
neighbourhood of Gaza, and established themselves 
in their land — a geographical indication which 
equates the Caphtorim with the Philistines. 

Besides^ the name Caphtorim, we find others in 
Hebrew literature that have every appearance of 
referring to_ the same people or, at least, to elans 
or other tribal subdivisions of them. Chief of 
these is 'bi?, ‘Cherethites’ (1 S 30”, Ezk 25*', 
Zeph 2°). In the Ezekiel passage the Philistines 
and the Cherethites are spoKen of together. Else- 
where the Cherethites are alluded to as part of the 
bodyguard of the early Hebrew kings, coupled 
■with the name ‘ Pelethites,’ of which the only 
reasonable explanation that has been suggested is 
that it is a modification of the name of the Philis- 
tines used for the sake of the assonance. This 
royal bodyguard is thrice alluded to as the Garians 
[''!?), namely, in 2 S 20^ [RVm], 2 K !!*• — a fact 
probably something more than a mere accident. 

The question of the origin of the Philistines is 
thus bound up with that of the identification of 
Caphtor. There is a place referred to on Egyptian 
monuments by the name kftm, kflyw, first men- 
tioned in inscriptions of theXVIIItfidynasty, which 
it is natural to compare with the Hebrew name. 
In the Hymn to Amon, under the guise of which 
Thutmose m. vaunts his mighty deeds, he speaks 
of smiting the west-land and causing terror to the 
lands of Keftiu and Asi. In the annalistic inscrip- 
tion on the walls of the temple of Kamak we read 
of ships of Keftiu, showing that it is a place on the 
sea-coast, like the Caphtor of Jeremiah. More 
important than these, we find in the tombs of 
the officials, notably in that of Eekhmara, vizier 
of Thutmose Iil., •wall-paintings representing 
messengers from Keftiu and other places bearing 
tribute to the Pharaoh. This tribute, which inter 
alia takes the form of artistic vases of precious 
materials, we are now in a position to identify as 
belonging to the contemporary Minoan civilization, 
which had its centre in Crete. On this ground it 
has become generally recognized that Keftiu is to 
be identified either with Crete itself or ivith one 
of the neighbouring countries ■which enjoyed the 
benefits of the Minoan civilization. The obvious 
similarity of the Hebrew Chergthites ■with 
'Cretans' has long been recoraized, _ even from 
before the days of scientific archceological investi- 
gation, and has prepared the way for the general 
acceptance of this identification. _ 

It may be said that the identification is so far 
certain that other identifications that have been 
suggested are rendered obsolete — such, e.g., as the 
attempts made by various ■writers to find Caphtor 
in the Delta, or to prove for the Philistines _ a 
Semitic origin. On the other hand, there are still 
some difficulties not yet solved, chief of which is 
the origin of the r in the Hebrew name Caphtor, 
which does nob appear in its apparent Egyptian 
equivalent Keftiu. Another difficulty is that ! 
Keftiu early disappears from Egyptian record, to 
be revived by would-be archseologists under the 
Ptolemys, whereas the name is preserved by the 
Hebrews after the Egyptians appear to have for- 
gotten it. To explain these points we must await 
further discovery. 

Towards the end of the troubled 14th-12th 
centuries B.C., a period of great unrest in the 
E. Mediterranean, we begin to find mention of an 
indefinite number of small tribes who make their 
appearance in Egyptian records. These tribes bear 


names easily identified with phaces and peoples in 
Asia Minor and the neighbouring islands. Thus 
the Tell el-Amama letters tell ns of the Lnkku 
(Lycians), Shardanu (Sardians), and Danunu 
(Danaoif). Ramessu ii., in the great battle of 
Kadesh (1333 b.c.) against the Hittites, had to 
meet the first two of the above-mentioned peoples, 
who were leagued with his enemies, ns well as the 
Dardanu (from Dardanus in the Troad), Masa 
(Mysians), Mawuna (Mceonians, but the reading is 
uncertain), Pidasa (people of Pedasus in Cana), 
and Kelekesh (Cilicians). Memeptah (1300 B.c.) 
was opposed by the Lukku and Shardanu in league 
■with the Libyans, as well as the Ekwesh (Achceans), 
Tnrisha (people of Troas), and Shekelesh (Sagalos- 
sians). And, lastly, in the inscriptions in the 
temple of Medinet Habu, built by Ramessu in. to 
commemorate his great victory over the allied 
tribes who came to invade Egypt, we hear once 
more of the Shardanu, Danunu, and Shekelesh, as 
well as of the Pulasati (Philistines), Zakkala, and 
Washasha (the last-named have nob been satis- 
factorily identified). This is the first certain ap- 
pearance of the Philistines, as such, in history, 
and is of great importance, as it gives ns an ex- 
planation of their sudden appearance on the coast 
of Palestine. 

The inscriptions in the temple record that in 
the eighth year of Ramessu m., the last great 
warrior-king of Egypt (c. 1192 B.C.), the north ivas 
disturbed, and bands of marauders, driven from 
their homes by troubles, began to raid the east 
and south, seeking a new dwelling. They flowed 
over the land of the Hittites, Syria, and Palestine, 
while at the same time a parallel expedition was 
advancing by sea, over Cyprus. Egypt was their 
goal ; but Ramessu was ready for them, and in the 
inscriptions and engraved cartoons on the wall of 
his temple he describes his successful operations 
against them— notably the great sea-fight, the first 
event of the kind of which any pictorial record 
remains. Driven back from Egypt, the invaders 
established themselves on the Pmestinian coast- 
line about the same time as (probably shortly after) 
the arrival of the Hebrews in the Hinterland by 
the desert route. 

It is true, the book of Genesis (chs. 20, 21, 26) 
records certain events in which Abraham and Isaac 
are brought into contact with one Abimelech, king 
of the Philistines. In criticizing this cycle of tales 
we must bear in mind that the main incident is 
repeated in ch. 12, "where, however, the Idng of 
Egypt takes the place of the Philistine king. The 
use of the word ‘ Philistine ’ in these stories is an 
anachronism, and none of the attempts that have 
been made to evade this fact is successful. Abime- 
lech is a Semitic chieftain, and he is called a 
Philistine because his territory was in the region 
which was actually ‘the land of the Philistines’ 
at the time when the stories were first ivritten 
down in their present form. The popular story- 
teller, who is responsible for them as we have 
them, was not troubled by the question of how far 
back in time the Philistine occupation may or may 
not have extended. Similar criticisms are applic- 
able to the casual references to the Philistines in 
Ex 13” 23®h 

Passing over the very obscure story of Shamgar 
(Jg3’* 5®) and the reference to Philistine oppression 
(Jg 10’), we find the first record of the inevitable 
collision beto'een the Philistines and Hebrews in 
the epic of Samson. This remarkable series of 
stories wepes round the person of a single ideal 
hero the incidents of a guerilla border-warfare. 
They show the complete domination of the Philis- 
tines over the Hebrews, and the internal disunion 
of the Hebrew clans ; for Samson’s chief danger 
is not so much the prowess of his Philistmo 
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enemies as the treachery of his own kinsfolk ; the 
men of Judah would betray him, and he at last is 
delivered over by his Hebrew wife Delilah — for 
there is no evidence in support of the popular view 
that she was a Philistine. 

Under the pressure of the Philistine domination 
the Hebrew tribes gradually became welded into 
one, and slowly and with many reverses succeeded 
in ultimately ridding themselves of the domination 
of the nncircumcised. The first campaign was 
disastrous for the Hebrews ; the Ark was lost at 
Aphek (1 S 4) ; but an outbreak of bubonic plague 
caused the Philistines, in superstitions fear of 
the Hebrew deity who had plagued the Egyptians, 
to return it. A more successful engagement, 
in which the Philistines were discomfited by a 
great thunderstorm, is recorded in ch. 7. An 
index of the OTOwing sense of tribal unity— the 
result of this Philistine pressure — is the Hebrew 
demand for a king which now began to be ex- 
pressed. As soon as Saul was elected, his son 
Jonathan slew the Philistine governor of Geba; 
the Philistines came up against the Israelites to 
quell the revolt and met their rebellious serfs at 
Michmash, where, but for Jonathan, they Avonld 
have crushed them. In a later battle, at Ephes- 
dammim (1 S 17, 2 S 23®, 1 Ch 11'®), David first 
distinguished himself, though the Goliath story is 
probably here out of place. Notwithstanding these 
Israelite victories, and the occasional raids carried 
out by David, the end of Saul’s reim saw the 
Philistines as strong as ever. After Saul’s death 
David reigned as king over the southern tribes at 
Hebron, doubtless under Philistine vassalage, while 
Ish-Baal, Saul’s son, ruled in the north, presumably 
in the same subject condition. The assassination 
of Ish-Baal opened the way for David to add his 
rival’s kingdom to his own, capturing the citadel 
of Jerusalem that had hitherto stood as a non- 
Hebrew wedge dividing the two groups of Hebrew 
tribes. Fearing that David would become too 
strong, the Philistines came up against him ; but 
vainly. Three battles are recorded as having taken 
place in David’s reign — one at Baal-Perazim (2 S 
5”'®'), one at Geba (2 S and one at some 

unknown place, possibly Gath (2 S 8'), in which 
the power of the Philistine people was broken 
beyond recovery, as is shown by the remarkable 
fact that they made no efibrt to recover their lost 
power during the troubles that darkened the end 
of David’s reign. Nor did they take any con- 
spicuous advantage of the internecine dissensions 
between Judah and Israel. In fact, they practi- 
cally drop out of history after the reign of David, 
and are principally referred to as composing the 
bodyguard of the king (Cherethites and Pelethites, 
or Carians, as in the passages already cited) or the 
guards of the Temple (Ezk 44’, Zeph !*••)• Almost 
the only sign of rallying is a temporaiy revival 
under Ahaz (2 Ch 28'®), suppressed by Hezekiah 
(2 K 18®). 

The annals of the Assyrian kings from Hadad- 
Nirari III. (812-783) do-wn to Assurbanipal (began 
to reign 668) give us a few further details of con- 
quest, and of feeble attempts at revolt promptly 
and ferociously suppressed. It is noteworthy that 
nearly all the persons mentioned in these docu- 
ments in connexion with the Philistine cities have 
Semitic names, the only exception being a king of 
Ekron of the time of Esarhaddon (681-668), by 
name Ikausu, evidently the old Philistine name 
Achish. According to Neb 13®®'“, the ‘ speech of 
Ashdod’ still lingered at the time of the return 
from the captivities. 

2. Land. — Jos 13® limits the Philistine territory 
to the strip of coast-line from Ekron down to the 
Shihor (the modem Wadi el-Arish, on the Egyptian 
frontier), Ijdng between the sea and tlie foot-hills 


of the Judjean mountains. At the greatest ex- 
tension of their power, however, they must have 
held a much wider territory. The GoUnischefi 
Eapyrus shows us the Zakkala, probably near 
kinsmen of the Pliilistines, established at Dor, just 
south of Mount Carmel ; and yet farther north the 
Phoenicians display peculiarities which distinguish 
them from all other Semites (absence of circum- 
cision and a cultivation of maritime enterprise) 
and which are probably due to the influence of 
this people. The Philistines at the beginning of 
Saul’s reign have governors atGibeah and at Geba, 
near Jerusalem, and at the end of it are able to set 
up their trophy at Beth-SIian— Avhich, if it is really 
the modem Beisan, implies a command of the whole 
plain of Esdraelon.* The command of the sea- 
coast gave them enormous commercial advantages, 
especially when we remember that the chief trade- 
route — from Egypt to Mesopotamia — passed 
through their territory, and that one of their chief 
cities_ (Gaza) was the natural market-place for the 
Arabian trade. The maritime plain possesses, 
moreover, natural fertility far beyond the greater 
part of the Hinterland ; the Shunammite sojourned 
during the seven years’ famine in the land of the 
Philistines (2 K 8®). 

3. Organization. — In their political organization 
the Philistines show peculiarities that distinguish 
them from all the Semitic tribes to which the OT 
introduces us. These are governed by kings or 
chiefs, absolute despots within the limits of the 
tribes over which they are set. The Philistines, 
on the other hand, have no king over the whole 
nation (the Abimeleoh of Genesis is the exccptio 
prohans regulam), but are governed by a council 
or oligarchy of lords called by the technical term 
screw, plur. seratilm, each of them dominant in one 
of the five metropolitan cities Gaza (Ghuzzeh), 
Ashdod CEsdud), Ashkelon fAsknlun), Gnth (prob- 
ably Tell es-Siifi), and Ekron (commonly identified 
with 'Akir)’, but acting in concert for the common 
good of the nation. The king of Gath seems to 
have been, at least in the time of David’s exile 
there, in the position of primus inter pares, but his 
colleagues can, and do, overrule his decisions when 
they consider them undesirable. The people, too, 
enjoy much more freedom than the slave-subjects 
of the ordinary Eastern despot. They dare to 
‘summon’ their lords, when the presence ol che 
Ark leads (as they suppose) to the outbreak of 
plague, to decide what should be done ; and even 
in the time of the Assyrians we read how the 
Ekronites deposed and imprisoned their lord, Padi, 
because he persisted in the unpopular course of 
submission to Assyria. All this indicates an 
essentially un-Semitio instinct for liberty which 
we might well look for in the descendants of those 
who in the Bronze Age developed the great Cretan 


vilization. 

The nearest parallel to this system of govem- 
ent is to be found in Etruria, where the lucumon^ 
sem (so far as the materials at our disposal pernut 
3 to judge) to have been remarkably similar in 
leir office and functions to the Philistme semntm- 
; is one of several links which connect the Phiiis- 
nes and theEtruscans together, and which sugges 
lat they are divergent branches of the same stocK 
r of closely related stocks. . , . 

That their military forces were well organizeom 
(Own clearly by the Medinet Habu sculptures a 
r the frequent Biblical^ re/ere'ices to their wm- 
luipment, especially their chariots (Jg 1 > A ^ 
1 15 29= we read of ‘hundreds and thousands 
issibly an indication of some kind of regimen 
• legionary division of their armies. 

« A place otherwise unknown, called 

(is is nearer the Philistine territory as usually deflned, ano 
ffht possibly be the Beth-Shun hi question. 


PHILO BYBLIUS 


843 


Of tlieir domestic life nothing is known ; hut 
Samson could see and fall in love with his Tim- 
nathite wife ; and (on the occasion of the death 
of the hero) the temple at Gaza contained men and 
women mingling freely together. These facts, so 
far as they go, indicate that women were not so 
jealously secluded as in a Semitic community. 

^ Language. — Their language is almost totally 
unkno^vn. The word ^ercn, above quoted, is the 
only common noun that we certainly possess ; its 
apparent relation with the Gr. ripawot, a word of 
unknown etymology, has often been pointed out. 
OtherAvise we have nothing but (1) an unintelligible 
magical formula, said to be Keftian, in an Egyptian 
papyrus — which, supplying the missing vowels, 
would be something like senutiukapuwaivuintirek * 
— and (2) a number of proper names. An Egyptian 
school-exercise tablet, now in the British Museum, 

f ives us the following as ‘ Keftian ’ names : Asa- 
_urau, Nasuy, Akasou (=Achish), Adinai, Pina- 
ruta, Busa, and Benesasira, The OT names a 
number of Philistines, but of these only Phicol, 
Achish, and Maoch seem to bear non-Semitic 
names. Sisera, king of Harosheth, may perhaps 
have been of the Zakkala tribe ; the name has 


the two together. This explains why a compara- 
tively obscure Semitic deity should have attained 
such an importance ampng the ’AXX6^>uXoi. Dagon 
continued to be worshipped under his own name 
down to the time of the Maccabees (1 Mao KP"-), 
and even in the 4th cent. A.D. he was not forgotten, 
for there can be little doubt that Mama (=‘Our 
Lord the great god of Gaza at that time, was 
Dagon. The destniction of the temple of Mama 
is the central incident of that most remarkable 
little work, the Life of Bishop Porphyrius of Gaza 
by the deacon Marcus. From this narrative we 
leam that human sacrifices had been offered to the 
god (Pff Ixv. 1240). 

6 . Culture. — ^The chief interest of the Philistines 
and the comate tribes lies in this, that their 
history bridges the gap between the ancient 
civilization of the Bronze Age and the later civiliza- 
tion of the Iron Age. The two hundred years of 
overlap between the Bronze and the Iron Ages was 
a period of turmoil and confusion respecting the 
history of which very little is known. The PJiUis- 
tines and the Zakkala in the east, and the Turisha 
in the west, carried the Bronze Age traditions 
across this troubled time, to fonn the basis of new 


some similarity, on the one side to Bene§asira just 
quoted, and on the other to Badyra, king of Dor, 
in the Gol6nischeff Papyrus. Of the kings men- 
tioned on the Assyrian tablets only one (Ikausa= 
Achish) bears a non-Semitic name. 

5. Religion. — We read of several deities asso- 
ciated with the Philistines. According to Is 2®, 
they were celebrated (like the Etmscans) for a 
skill in soothsaying. An ancient oracle of a god 
Baalzebub (g'.v.) at Ekron was worked by them, 
and consulted on occasion even by Israelites (2 K 
1’’). The Semitic name of the god shows, however, 
that this was not a Philistine foundation, but that, 
when they became masters of Ekron, they took 
over Avhat was probably its most lucrative industry. 
Another deity is called by the Semitic name 
Ashtoreth (g.v .) ; but, though in name the Philis- 
tine goddess is equated to the great Semitic goddess, 
the assimilation was probably not complete. An 
inscription exists at Delos, on an altar dedicated 
by an Ashkelonite, naming as the tutelary deities 
Zeus, Astarte of Palestine, and Aphrodite Urania, 
who is mentioned by Herodotus (1. 105) as a deity 
mecially worshipped in Ashkelon. Lucian (c?e Bea 
Syria, 14) also shows us the two goddesses as kept 
apart— one of them in human form, the other with 
the tail of a fish, like a mermaid. The latter was 
also called Derketo, or Atargatis; and Diodorus 
Siculus (ii. 4) tells us a legend of her which links 
her with the Cretan Britoraartis, in whom we may 
see the prototype of the Philistine goddess. 

The head of the Pliilistine pantheon was Dagon 
{q.v.), a god who had temples at Gaza and at 
Ashdod. In the latter temple was an image of the 
god (1 S 6®'®). There is really no evidence that, 
like Atargatis, he had a fish-tail, though this is 
currently believed; it probably rests on a false 
et3'mology of the name (Heb. an, ‘fish’). But 
Dagon (or Dagan) is not an exclusively Semitic 
god. He existed in Palestine before tlie coming of 
the Philistines, as is shown by the name Dagan- 
takala in the Tell el-Amarna letters, and by the 
occurrence of the place-name Beth-Dagan m an 
inscription of Bamessu III. ; it also occurs not in- 
frequently in Babylonian monuments. The name 
of tlie Etruscan culture-hero Tages suggests the 
possibility that, as in the case of Atargatis- 
Aphrodite, the Philistines brought with them a 
god having a name similar to Dagon, and confused 

lOtcoarsovro have no guarantee that this ia rcall v • Kcttian ’ ; 
the Egyptian scribe may possibiy use the word to denote some- 
thing to him meaningless, Just ns we sometimes use the jocular 
expression ' double Duteb.’ 


civilizations. How far they actually developed the 
iron trade is a question which we have insufficient 
materials to discuss ; they have even been claimed 
as the inventors of the art of the smith {ZE xxxix. 
[1907] 334). And it is not impossible that they had 
a share in the evolution of the alphabet, the corner- 
stone of modem civilization. 


Literatbuk. — F. Hltxig, Urgesehiehte und ilgthologie der 
Philistiier, Leipzig, 1845 ; K. B. Stark. Gaia und die philit- 
tdische Kilste, Jena, 1852; A. Noordtzij, De Filialijnen, hun 
afkormt en gesehiedenit, Knmpen, 1005 ; M. A Meyer, Bitt. 
of the City of Gaza, New York, 1907. In tho present writer’s 
Schweleh Lectures on The Phitistinea : their Bist, and Civiliaa- 
(ton, London, 1913, an endeavour has been made to collect 
an exhaustive account ot the (acta known concerning this 
people, and a large number ot references to books, papers, etc., 
will there be found, which need not be repeated here. 

B. A. S. Macalistee. 

PHILO BYBLIUS.— Philo Byblius (Heren- 
nius) received his surname, Byblius, from the fact 
that he was bom at Byblus (Gebal of the OT, 
modem Jebail), a city on the Phcenician coast 
north of Beirat. According to Suidos (s.v. 
BdjSXios), he was born in the reign of Nero (A.D. 
54-68). Suidas states also that at the age of 78 in 
the 220th olympiad he assumed the name of his 
patron, Herennius Severas. By earlier historians 
this Herennius Severas was identified with L. 
Catilius Severus, who was consul in Borne in A.D. 
119, and Philo’s birth was dated A.D. 42, but the 
researches of_ B. Niese (Be Stepkani Byzanfii 
mictoribus, Kiel, 1873, p. 26 ff.) have made it prob- 
able that Herennius Severas was consul in A.D. 
141 and that Philo was bom in ad. 64. The 
figures for the olympiad are then incorrect. Al- 
though bom_ in Phomicia, he wrote in Greek, and 
attained eminence as a philologian, grammarian, 
and historian. Suidas calls him ypafipanKSs. In 
the reign of Hadrian (117-138) he was sent to 
Borne ns an ambassador from the Phoenician cities 
and succeeded in obtaining for Tyre the rank of 
‘metropolis’ (Suidas, s.v. IlaijXoj TOpios). He 
remained in Borne and won the friendship of 
consul Herennius Severas, from whom he received 
his surname of Herennius (Suidas, s.v. ipuar 
Bv^Xioi ; Origen, c. Gclsttm, l 15). Hennipnny r? 
Beirut was a pupU of Philo, and was introdcc^ V 
him to Herennius (Suidas, s.v. 'Ep/urrot). 

The names of the .. 
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s.v. Srpmot), and extracts from this epitome have been preserved 
by the Btymologicum Magnum, (4) Concerning the Acquisition 
and Selection of Books, 12 books (Suidas, s.v. itAut- BtJ^Ator). 
The ninth book apparently was entitled ‘ Conoerninsr Physicians.' 
It is cited by Stephen of ^'zantium, s.w. Kvtttoc and Avppiviov. 
The treatise Concerning Things worth Knowing (Etym. Mag. 
s.v. -^pavos) was perhaps part of the same work. (6) Concerning 
the Language of the Romans (.Etym. Mag. s.v. oAnJp). (6) The 
Choice of Words (Etym, Mag, s.v, a^obgrup, dioToc, drfivros). 
(7) Epigrams, 4 books (Eudocia, s.v. 4>iAcav Bti/SAtoi). (8) By 
far the most important of Philo’s works was his Phoenician 
History, 8 books (Porphyry, de Abslin. ii. 60), or 9 books (Eus. 
Prcep. Evang. t. ix. 31d). This purported to be a translation 
of the Phoenician History of Sanchuniathon. Extensive ex- 
tracts from it are given by Eusebius (Prcep. Evang. i. ix f.). It 


is cited also by Oripn, c. Cetsum, i. 16, p. 334 (Ben.k bs 
Johannes Lydus, de Mens., ed. C. B. Base, pAris, 1823, n. "74 
Stephen of Byzantium, s.v, NiVtjSt? (see Sanchuniathon)* 
PHGmf^BTe^ “““‘ed by G. Muller, 

LjTERATuaB.-Art ‘ Philon von Bvblos,’ in J. S. Ersch and 
J. U. uruber, Almmeine Encyclopddie, Leiozicr. 1847 nn 
427-435 • art. ‘ Philo Herennius,' in BRrU jicUis ; C. Wads: 
tnntb,Einlcitungin das Studium der alten Geschichte. Leinziv 
1S9S, p. 406; E. Schiirer, GJV^ i. 71 f., iii. 463; and 
the copious literature on Sakohdkiatiion. 

Lewis Bayles Baton. 

PHILO JUD.SUS. — See Alexandrian The- 
ology. 
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Primitive (H, B. Alexander), p. 844. 
Buddhist (L, DE la VallSe Poussin), p. 
846. 

Celtic.— See Celts, Druids. 

Chinese (A. Forke), p. 853. 

Egyptian (A. H. Gardiner), p. 857. 

Greek (P. Shorey), p. 859. 

Indian.— See MlMAiftSA, Nyaya, SAnkhya, 


VaiSesika, Vedanta, Yoga, Materialism 
(Indian), etc. 

Iranian (L. C. Casartelli), p. 865. 

Japanese (M. Anesaki), p. 869. 

i ewish (H. Malter), p. 873. 

Muslim (T. J, DE Boer), p. 877. 

Roman (P. Shorey), p. 883. 

Scottish.- See Scottish Philosophy. 


PHILOSOPHY (Primitive). — Philosophy has 
many definitions, not a few of which would render 
such a phrase as ‘ primitive philosophy ’ contrary 
to sense ; for they consider philosophy as a product 
of sophistication, consciously critical in character, 
the last and ripest fruit of studied experience. 
Certainly this is a just description of the thought 
of the great historical schools of Europe ; But 
there is, none the less, a sense in which the 
word ‘ philosophy ’ can be justly applied not only 
to the stream of sophisticated reflexion which was 
born with Thales, but also to the more naive, but 
not less jjenuine, reflexion with which even the 
least traditioned of men consider the world about 
them. As inclusive of this unsophisticated thought, 
philosophy may be defined as the process^ and ex- 
pression of rational reflexion upon experience — a 
definition which will be found applicable to the 
speculations of the sophisticated and the primitive 
man alike. 

To be sure, ‘system,’ the very mark of sophisti- 
cation, is not to be found in primitive thinking, 
except here and there by implication ; but ‘ system ’ 
is by no means synonymous with ‘rationality.’ 
Further, that subdivision into fields or sciences 
which is the prime token of systemic philosophies 
is also wanting, though there is a sense in which 
we may speak of the ethics, psychology, and onto- 
logy, and even of the logic and epistemology, of 
the pre-critical period — viz. from the point of view 
of an observer who has made and learned the use 
of these distinctions, and now sees them in embryo 
in the speculations of men not yet conscious of 
them. 

In the present article (which can no more than 
indicate a point of view) the various ‘leads’ of 
primitive speculation in the directions of the 
several sciences Avill be briefly sketched. 

I. Method. — Consciously developed method is, 
of course, not found in unconsciously developed 
thinking, yet the main elements of all rational 
method — reasoning on the principles of identity 
and causality, the use of number, and the evalua- 
tion of sense-perception — are presented with a kind 
of elemental perspicuity that makes the study 
of primitive thinkmg at once fascinating and in- 
structive. 

A main and interesting characteristic of this 
thinking is its suspicion of sensation. Few things 
are to the primitive man merely what they appear 
to the senses; the realities of things are their 
powers, and these powers are rarely measured in 
physical terms. There is, indeed, a profound 


analogy between a savage’s conception of natural 
bodies and that of physical science : in each cose 
the reality of the object is defined by the sum of 
its forces, never by its ostensible form; sense- 
perception is a guide to experience, but not a test 
of time being. 

From this first fact follows the search of the 
savage after causes, which he is ever seeking to 
divine. His two great formulm, ‘post hoc ergo 
propter hoc’ and ‘similia similibus,’ are in sub- 
stance the same as the laws of causality and of 
identity; all that is needed to give them logical 
validity is quantification— the syllogism and the 
method of trial and error. 

Of the weaknesses of primitive thinking the 
most important is the feeble use of number and 
mathematical relations generally. Nearly all 
peoples have some conception ot number, both 
ordinal and cardinal, but their applications of this 
knowledge are most limited. The oldest of the 
sciences, that of the calendar, is certainlv every- 
where somewhat developed, and among barbarie 
peoples leads to important metaphysical theories ; 
but, apart from this, the application of number- 
concepts to any body of facts is rare, and withput 
such applications the perspective of science is im- 
possible. 

A second weakness is paucity of analogies. 
Human instincts and desires seem to form the 
primary group of analogies for savage reasoning, 
in line with tne savage’s fundamentally activistic 
interpretation of the ‘life of nature,’ as we still 
call it. Along with this comes the immense group 
of analogies based upon the body and its functions ; 

‘ This corn is my heart, and it shall be to my people 
as milk from my breasts,’ says the earth-goddess m 
a Sia myth (M. C. Stevenson, ‘ The Sia,’ li JiBEW 
[1894], p. 39) ; and in primitive myth and ntes 
generally it will be found that the head, the heart, 
the tongue, and the nutritive and sexual functions 
are the great fountains of similitude by which the 
world about man is brought within the scope of his 
understanding. This is no deep derogation, for 
the modem attraction and repulsion hark back to 
the primitive love and hate, while energy itself 
gets its common intelligibility from the human 
will; only the purifications of_ mathematics subli- 
mate the liuman metaphor which is at the core ot 


&ll SC1611C6* 

There are, of course, differences In the 
amons primitive races and tribra, and between in^vidualso^ 
Bavaire groups, as among civiiized people. ® ^ ths 

the American Indian are clearly more ‘“.j” f 

black tribes of Africa. In N. America it is comparatively easy 
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to single out certain peoples with a marked gilt for speculation 
— the Pawnee, the Navaho, the Bellacoola — and a tendencs’ to- 
wards the systematization of thought. James Mooney (14 hBElT 
[1890], pt. U. p. 775 f.) gives an interesting contrast of the philo- 
sophical and the practical types, from two associated tribes. 
‘ The Cheyenne and Arapaho, although for generations associated 
in the most intimate manner, are of very different characters. 
In religious matters it may he said briefly that the Arapaho are 
devotees and prophets, continually seeing signs and wonders, 
while the Cheyenne are more skeptical. In talking with Tall 
Bull, one of the Cheyenne delegates and then captain of the 
Indian police, he said that before leaving they had asked 
IVovoka [the ghost-dance prophet] to give them some proof of 
his supernatural powers. Accordingly he had ranged them in 
front of him, seated on the ground, ho sitting facing them, with 
his sombrero between and his eagle feathers in his Hand. Then 
with a quick movement he had put his hand into the empty 
hatand drawn out from it “somethingblack.” Tall Bull would 
not admit that anything more bad happened, and did not seem 
to bo very profoundly impressed by the occurrence, saying 
that he thought there were medicine-men of equal capacity 
among the Cheyenne. In talking soon afterward with Black 
Coyote, one of the Arapaho delegates and also a police officer, 
the same incident came up, but with a very different sequel. 
Black Coyote told how they had seated themselves on the 
ground in front of Wovoka, as described by Tall Bull, and went 
on to tell how the messiah had waved his feathers over his hat, 
and then, when he withdrew his hand. Block Coyote looked into 
the hat and there “saw the whole world.”’ It is worthy of 
remark in passing that maps or charts which show ‘ the whole 
world' are not infrequent among the N. Americans, their 
purpose being, as a rule, to show the ‘way’ by which the spirit 
may descend to the powers of the nether, or ascend to the 
powers of the upper, realm. Such maps are surely in the 
method of scientifle cosmology. 

2 . Theory of man. — The primitive thinker 
measures the world about him in terms of his own 
mind and body : its conduct is actuated by desires 
and motives such as his, and its physical unities 
are set by his own bodily dimensions — finger, palm, 
hand, foot, and pace are all measures still in use, 
and the decimal system itself is but the mathe- 
matical apotheosis of our ten-di^ited hands. _ But 
this ^omo mensura standardization of experience 
becomes retroactive : when man measures the 
world in terms of himself, even unconsciously he 
is already analyzing his oivn being ; he makes the 
panorama of nature his mirror and reflexion, and 
so comes eventually to self-revelation. Further, 
he expands his own nature in assimilating environ- 
ment to it, and thus finds his inner self not only 
reflected in the outer world, but coloured by it- 

Psychology is a science whose roots run very 
deep. In reading his motives into nature man has 
begun already the classification of his powers, and 
gradually this classification, unconsciously im- 
pressed on his mind, becomes assumed as his 
natural image. Doubtless the first distinction 
made is that of the ‘life’ from the body ; the life 
represents feeling and conduct, the body mere 
form ; and, as to savage man forms are always 
suspect, it is the life that is conceived to be the 
prime reality. But the life is not incorporeal ; it 
IS always associated with some bodily manifesta- 
tion, of which the most common and elementary is 
the blood, the blood of life : ‘ But flesh with the 
life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye 
noteat’ (Gn 9*). Many American aborimnes be- 
lieve that potent or sacred stones, if broken, will 
bleed, as a broken body bleeds. After the blood, 
the breath is the most universal symbol of vital 
reality: ‘And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life ; and man became a living soul ’ 
(Gn 2^). The belief in a ‘ breath-body ’ or ‘ wind ’ 
life is nearly universal, attested, of course, by the 
outstanding Ifact that so many words for soul — 
nephesh, psyche, pneuma, sniritiis, anima — rest 
their meaning on this metaphor. After blood and 
breath, the body’s heat and its shadow— ^amTOwfo, 
umbra, simulacrum — are the commonest images of 
its separable life. 

Psychology is begun with this distinction of the 
active from the pa.ssive in man’s being, of soul 
from body. The fact of death is certainly potent 


in enforcing the distinction ; and the antiquity of 
burial attests the depth of this impression. But 
deeper even than death is that consciousness of the 
active and impulsive power which man feels in 
himself and hence imagines in the raging winds 
and rashing waters of an unquiet world of nature. 

With this first distinction made, others become 
easy. It is no uncommon thing, therefore, to find 
among primitives theories of man’s constitution 
rivalling the Egyptian in comple-xity ; mummy, 
genius, bird-soul, heart, form, shadow, soul, 
strength, and name represent an Egyptian dis- 
section of the personality of the deceased, but the 
American prophet Keokuk taught his followers to 
pray for the heart, heart and flesh, life, name, and 
family souls ; the Haida have two names for the 
embodied and one for the discarnate soul, while 
mind and ghost are still other entities ; and the 
Iroquois distinguish mind, soul, ghost, life, brain, 
and strength — a classification which surely consti- 
tutes respectable psychology. The further dis- 
crimination, not of parts but of faculties, is well 
begun when .bodily organs, especially the heart 
and the liver, are made seats or symbols of passion 
and appetite, memory and thought — a symbolism 
which the speech of civilization still retains (see 
artt. Life and Death, Soul, Spieitism). 

3 . Theory of the world. — Even Xenophon still 
speaks contemptuously of ‘ the thing the Sophists 
call “the world ” ’ (Memorabilia, I. i. 11), and it is 
hardly to be wondered at that few primitive men 
attain Sophistic familiarity with the concept. The 
idea of a cosmos or a universe is a late achievement 
of reflexion; nevertheless, a conception of what 
might properly be called a ‘ world-house,’ or per- 
haps the ‘ stage of life,’ comes into definition far 
anterior to sophistication. Cosmology and cos- 
mogony are both very primitive in origin ; and in 
truth it may be fairly affirmed that the most 
advanced philosophies are as subordinate to cosmol- 
ogy as is the most primitive mythology ; cosmology 
is the parent of ontology, and it is altogether prob- 
able that the ‘ scientific ’ cosmologies of to-day will 
appear to some future age as visionary as do the 
mythic world-views of the past to us. 

Cosmology is essentially an effort to define the 
world of space. Its natural and nearly universal 
first form is of a world-tent or domea house, a 
circular plane surmounted by a hemispherical roof. 
But, since the imagination does not stop ivith the 
visible, a heaven above the firmament and a hollow 
beneath the earth are conceived, and may be multi- 
plied into a series of heavens and hells, thus fram- 
ing a storeyed universe. The plane dimension of 
the middle earth is itself divided. Man is a four- 
square animal ; and, corresponding ivith his struc- 
ture, the place of the rising sun becomes ‘the 
before,’ the south is ‘the right,’ the north ‘the 
left,’ the west ‘ the behind ’ ; and so the four 
cardinals are established. 

‘Tho earliest orientation in space among Indo-Germanie 
peoples arose from tho fact that man turned his face to tho 
rising sun and thereupon designated the East as “ the before," 
tho West OB “ the behind,” the South ns " tho right,” tho north 
ns “tho left” ’(0. Schrader, IndogermanUche AlUrtumskundt, 
Strassburg, 1901, p. 371). Evidence from Semitic tongues 
indicates the early prevalence of a like system, while in America 
there is an almost universal cult of tho quarters Impljing tho 
same conception ; with the Zuni, who have this cult highly 
developed, the cast is always ‘tho before’ (M. 0. Stevenson 
•Tho Zuni Indians,’ SSRBJiW [IDOiJ, p. 63). Determination of 
the four quarters necessarily involves the fixation of a middle 
place, or pou sfo ; hence tho number of sacred cities which form 
‘the navel of the world ’—Delphi, Delhi, Peking, Cuzco, Zuni 
and doubtless many others. 

But the conceptual completion of the frame of 
the world is only a step to its endowment •with 
moral values. The sky, as the source of light and 
warmth, becomes the giver of life, strength, good- 
ness, and righteousness; personified, it is the 
Heavenly Father of all things. The earth, as the 
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bringer forth of life and nourishment, becomes the 
Great Mother, spouse of the lord of heaven ; while 
within her dark body are concealed the pre-natal 
and post-mortem i)owers of the unborn and the 
buried — the beginnings and the ends of fate. The 
dark under world, too, is the source of all that is 
noxious and deadly, and hence the permanent 
abode of things evil. This is the primitive symbol- 
ism, but it still colours our thouglit and forms the 
very substance of our expression in the whole realm 
of moral philosophy. 

Two types of human experience stand as the 
foundations of cosmogony. One is the sexual 
procreation of life. When the heaven is conceived 
as a father and the earth as a mother, the procrea- 
tion of life from this primordial pair is the most 
natural of myths, its philosophic residuum being 
represented by the theory of cosmic evolution, 
and indeed by every vitalistic interpretation of 
nature. Again — the second type — the origins of 
the world are sought on the analogy of mann- 
faeture. A primal being is conceived who finds or 
gives off a substance from which creation is modelled 
or constructed. This — the rarer form in primitive 
speculation — is the prototype of mechanistic philo- 
sophies of nature ; it represents, too, the type of 
theistic and transcendentalist philosophies, ]ust as 
the image of the procreative pair stands for the 
philosophic doctrines of pantheism and immanence. 
Wide-spread, too, is the occurrence of a bi-se.xed 
creator, signifying, perhaps, the earliest compro- 
mise between the eternally conflicting conceptions 
of the one of being and the many of becoming. 

Of the first type of cosmogony Hesiod’s Theogony is the out- 
standing example ; and it is not unfair to assume that the pre- 
valence of this conception accounts in no small measure for the 
characteristic evolutionism of Oreek philosophy. The Hebrew 
Genesis illustrates the second form ; and the third is perhaps 
best known in the Chinese doctrine of heaven and earth as pro- 
ceeding from the T'ien, the father-mother of the world. An 
American example, analogous to the Chinese, is presented by 
the Zufii : ‘ Awonawilona [He-She] conceived within himself and 
thought outward in space, whereby mists of increase, steams 
potent of growth, were evolved and uplifted. Thus, by means 
of his innate knowledge, the All-container made himself in 
person and form of the Sun whom we hold to be our father and 
who thus came to exist and appear ’ (F. H; Cushing, ‘ Outlines 
of Zuni Creation Myths,’ IS RBEW [1890], p. 379). A second 
version (M. C. Stevenson, ‘The Zuni Indiaps,' SS RBEIV, p. 23) 
reads ; ‘ With the breath from his heart Awonawilona created 
clouds and the great waters of the world.’ A Pima myth shows 
extraordinary powers of conceptualization for a primitive 
people : ‘ In the beginning there was nothing where now are 
earth, sun, moon, stars, and all that we see. Ages long the 
darkness was gathering, until it formed a great mass in which 
developed the spirit of Earth Doctor, who, like the fluffy wisp 
of cotton that floats upon the wind, drifted to and fro without 
support or place to himself. Conscious of his power, he 
determined to try to build an abiding place, so he took from his 
breast a little dust and flattened it into a cake. Then he 
thought within himself, “ Come forth, some kind of plant,” and 
there appeared the creosote bush ’ (f>ank Bussell, ‘ The Pima 
Indians,’ S6 BBBfV [1908], p. 206). The story goes on with an 
account of the creation of the heavenly bodies and earth’s in- 
habitants, and contains the interesting suggestion of antipodes 
in the account of the departure of a part of earth’s inhabitants, 
through a hole in ite centre, to dwell on its nether side. Here 
we are almost in the realm of Milesian cosmology. 

Cosmogony Mves us the drama of creation ; there 
is but one further step to complete the conception 
of the world in time. When to theogonic mons 
legendary and. historic periods are annexed, the 
conception of ages of the world is attained ; and, 
as most men find their present case sorry and dark, 
a future and golden regeneration is anticipated. 
Thus the acts of the cosmic drama are complete, 
though its measures remain to be set. They be- 
come set through the science of the stars. The 
stars are men’s first vision of order, cosmos ; and 
with the discovery of their orderly movements and 
periodical synchronizations they become, and the 
whole heaven becomes, the great wheel of destiny 
which measures out the slow repetitions of the 
world’s recurrent drama. Nearly eveiy people with 
any astronomy reaches this conception of a self- 


repeating universe, passing through cyclic creations 
and destructions’ whose terms are star-measured. 
_lMt fate is interbonnd with this cosmic movement 
IS but the inevitable inference of a being such as 
man, who cannot (and perhaps ought not to) see 
the world that contains him except as reflecting 
his moral nature. But, with suon a conceution 
reached, we are far on the way to the nebular 
wpothesis or the not less histrionic cycles of the 
Hegelian absolute idea (see artt. Ages of the 
World, Cosmogony and Cosmology). 

4. Theory of conduct. — Our ideas of conduct are 
I inferred from our conception both of man’s nature 
and of the world’s nature. The more primitive 
I folk are, the more instinctive and habitual is their 
1 action ; but there are probably no men who are 
utterly without some sense of the wherefore of 
action, and hence unacquainted with speculative 
morality. Religion might almost be said to re- 
present man’s sense of a world-sanction for his own 
ideals of conduct ; certainly this is in some degree 
the explanation of the intimate union of religion 
and ethics, and again of the religious and ethical 
cast which every philosophy assumes. Customary 
morality explains the great mass of action in every 
grade of culture ; but moral speculation — which to 
some extent is found everywhere — is the true 
source of our interest in morals. 

Moral philosophy, as has been indicated, is out- 
wardly imaged in cosmoloCT and cosmogony ; the 
light of heaven represents knowledge, justice, and 
goodness ; the changeless stars represent remorse- 
less destiny. But this outward image, just because 
it is beyond the control of man, becomes an object 
of reverence, a system of religious sanctions, 
rather than a problem for the will. That problem 
is set primarily by men’s needs, especially by the 
great need of conforming human desire to its 
possible satisfactions. The recognition of tins, far 
more than the blindness of custom and tradition, is 
the real source of that conservatism for which 
primitive people are noted ; their conservative 
clinging to the ways of the fathers is a product, not 
of habit, but of intention, whose warrant is the 
justification which nature gives in giving life itself. 

'We observe our old customs,’ said an aged Greenlander to 
Enud Rasmussen (ITie People of the Polar Jsorth, London, 1903, 
p. 124), ‘ in order to hold the world up, for the powers must not 
be offended. We observe our customs, in order to hold each 
other up ; we are afraid of the great Evil. . . . Men are so 
helpless in face of illness. The people here do penance, betouse 
the dead are strong in their vital sap, and boundless in tneif 
might.’ 

The same sentiment was expressed by a Hopi priest 


0 J. W. Ttwkes : ... v v 

‘ We cling to the rites of our ancestors because they have been 
ronounced good by those who know. We erect our altars, sing 
ur traditional songs, and celebrate our sacred dances for ram 
hat our corn may germinate and yield abundant harvest 
Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution, 1895, p. bJoup 
Jarcilasso says of his fellow Peruvians : 

‘It was an inviolable law among them never to alter the mro 
r custom of their province, no matter what example *“0 
orae from elsewhere. . . . Hence the Indians, npd in 
illowing of their ancient customs, were astonished to see me 
paniatds change almost every year their manner of living, ana 
sey attributed this inconstancy to an excess of pnde ana pre 
imption* (Htsf. des Incas, Paris, 1830, v. ix.). 
lere surely we are already in sight of Heraclitus 
nd the beginnings of Greek ethics : . , 

•Those who speak with understanding hold fast to what b 
immon to all, as a city holds to its lay— nrevi^^^ 
,r all human laws are fed by one law 
here it will, and suffices for al , and surpasses a 1 (f^. 114, 1 
:. Diels, FragmenU der Vorsohratiker, i.-, Berlin, 1906, p. <01 

See artt. Ethics and Morality. 

LiTERATnKE.-See the literature un^r /^t. refera^ 
irnnrrhout fche article. H, B. ALEXAriDhK. 


PHILOSOPHY (Buddhist).— I. 

position of philosophy in Buddhism.— Philosophical 

inouirv was not a purely scientific matter m 
T^oudedge oAhe nature of things was aimed 
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at, not for its own sake, but for a practical purpose. 
It was regarded as a factor in tne CTeat work of 
deliverance from transmigration. In Vedantism 
it is tht factor of deliverance, for the very fact of 
knowing the true nature of the individual self — 
identiccfl ■with the universal self — is deliverance. 
The position of philosophy in Buddhism is different. 

At the beginning, at least, metaphysical know- 
ledge was nob an essential part of the Buddhist 
discipline. The True Law was a practical training 
and nothing more. In short, deliverance from 
suffering belongs to the saints ; sanctity is deliver- 
ance from desire ; deliverance from desire is to be 
reached by the life of a monk [brahmacharya), by 
a moderate asceticism coupled Avith meditations 
that foster distaste for pleasure ; these meditations 
— on universal impermanence and decay, on death, 
on loathsomeness {aSubha) — are only the realization 
of the vanitas vanitatum of Solomon, a pessimistic 
view of life and of the Avorld, but not a philosophical 
system. SomeHmes, when questioned on the doc- 
trine of karma, Sakyamuni answers : ‘ My doctrine 
is ; “ Do good actions, avoid evil ones ” ’ — an uncom- 
promisingly ethical standpoint, or, so to speak, a 
^ure moralism.’ Sakyamuni is not agnostic. 
The so-called ‘ agnostic texts ’ (see artt. Agnosti- 
cism and Nirvana) emphasize this characteristic of 
Buddhism, or rather — as there are many Buddhisms 
— reveal a Buddhism ivhich is freed from any 
metaphysical surmise, which even strongly forbids 
any curiosity concerning the nature of soul and 
the state of a saint af ter death. According to these 
texte, such metaphysical questions, important as 
they seem to us and undoubtedly seemed to many 
Buddhists— to the compilers of the Scripture them- 
selves— have no more to do Avith sanctity than 
purely cosmological problems and mundane science 
(lokayata) in general. 

A slightly different attitude is illustrated by 
some texts Avhich Ave might style ‘pragmatist,’ 
texts according to Avhich Sakyamuni purposely 
answered the philosophical questions in conflict- 
ing terras: he spoke sometimes as a believer 
in permanence {iahata), sometimes in favour of 
annihilation {uehchheda). The standpoint of the 
Master is that the training that leads to sanctity 
does not require truth, Wt useful statements, 
statements suited to the various dispositions of the 
hearers and to the general and conflicting instincts 
of humanity.. In order to crush desire, a man 
must believe in succession that there is a soul and 
that there is no soul. 

Evidence is not laclcing that the teaching of 
Sakyamuni himself Avas aCTOsticism coupled Avith 
pragmatism ; but it Avould be rash to make any 
assertion on this point. So far scholars are con- 
cerned, not AA’ith Sakyamuni’s OAvn teaching, but 
Avith the leading ideas embodied in the Scriptures. 

And it is fairly evident that, from the earliest 
time, most probably from the beginning. Buddhism 
adopted ^ or Avorked out a philosophy Avhich may 
be summarized as negation , of the existence of a 
soul (technically, in Sanskrit Buddhism, pudgala- 
nairatmya) together Avitli the hypothesis of a com- 
posite self {skandhavada). This philosophy is a 
translation, in terms of metaphysics, of the ideas 
of impermanence and insubstantiality Avhich, from 
the point of vieAV of agnosticism, Avere to remain 
the topics of moral and emotional meditation. 
We may state here again that the mdna to Avhich 
many siUtas object is self-love, estimation of the 
self as good, better, best, bad, Avorse, Avorst, not 
the actual notion of self ; that the notions of im- 
permanence and insubstantiality Avhich are essential 
to the religious training are the conviction of the 
evanescence of beauty, strength, and life, not the 

r We cannot deal here with the indehtednesa of Buddhism to 
Sifikhya and Yoga philosophies. See Saskuta, Yoga. 


theory of the composite and momentary character 
of things. But, notAvithstonding the ‘moralism’ 
of certain monks and possibly of the Master, the 
historical circumstances being given, metaphysics 
could not be avoided. Some metaphysics is an 
essential feature of Buddhism ; for it is admitted 
by all Buddhists that desire cannot be crushed, 
that desirable things cannot lose their attractive- 
ness, so long as Ave admit that there is an ‘ ego ’ 
and a ‘ mine.’ 

Buddhists denied the Ego and, in consequence, 
had to exercise themselves to give an explanation 
of life and transmigration in terms of impermanence 
and selflessness. Buddhist philosophy Avas born, 
and developed a coherent system or ‘phenomenal- 
ism’ (the doctrine of the Ahhidhai'mas). Pheno- 
menalism, by a natural evolution, gave rise to 
various forms of nihilism or voidness {iunyatd, 
so-called nihilism, or Madhyamaka; idealism, or 
Vijuanavada). 

These neAv doctrines are logically constructed 
and claim to be justified from the scientific point 
of view ; but their maintainers believe that they 
are no less useful than true. Their usefulness is 
perhaps the best proof of their truth. The best 
reason that a Buddhist has for professing nihilism 
is that there cannot be real religious life (bhikmttd), 
sanctity, or deliverance from desire as long as one 
admits the reality of phenomena {Bodhicharyava- 
tdra, ix. 40). The schools had not forgotten the 
Master’s lesson of pragmatism. 

2 . Hinayanaor Abhidharma philosophy (pudgala- 
nairatmya or phenomenalism).— The first philo- 
sophy of Buddhism, the philosophy of the Hinayann 
(‘Little Vehicle’), may be shortly described ns 
phenomenalism : non-existence of a substance^ or 
an individual (pudgalanairutmya), absolute exist- 
ence of the aMrmos— small and brief realities 
Avhich, grouped as causes and effects, create the 
pseudo-individuals. 

This philosophy AA’as at first far from perfect. 
It is the result of a long inquiry. 

From the doctrinal point ot ■riew, it would perhaps be con- 
venient to contrast (1) the unsystematic views that are expressed 
in the cutrat (Suttantas) and which may be described as ' a 
theory ol the skandhas’ (skandhavada, a fictitious name), with 
(2)the developed system which is embodied in the Abhidhannat 
ot the SarvSstivadins (Sanskrit books, school of the Vaibhafikas, 
Abhidharmakola') and which is discernible in extra-canonic 
Pali works (Milinda, Buddhaghosa, Abhidhammasaipghha) ; 
this system is properly called Abhidharma. 

From the historical point ot view, there are strong objections 
to such a division. The fully grown phenomenalism is the 
legitimate offspring of the principles forcibly expressed in the 
oldest canonical books. No new idea has been discovered, but 
philosophers see more clearly what they mean ; that is nearly 
all. Here we shall merely call attention to the chief topics of 
interest. 

(a) At first no effort Avas made to Avork out a 
comprehensive and systematic exposition of the 
ontological or psychological principles ; these prin- 
ciples Avere mere surmises and postulates rather 
than doctrines ; they had not been studied enough 
to be fully understood ; they lacked precision and 
remained, therefore, to some extent contradictory. 

There is no self (&tman), -gexson (piidyala), living 
being [saitva), or principle of life {)iva) — a flat 
negative not only of an unchangeable self as re- 
cognized by the Brahraanic philosophies, but also 
of the substantial principle that the popular philo- 
sophy considers as a transmigrating entity, a soul 
different from the body. Man is a complex, com- 
posed of five skandhas — the material element, 
rftpa, or, body, and four intellectual elements, 
samjnot, vedand, satnskdras, vijildna. The ego, 
or ‘ man,’ is describefl in terms of its constitutive 
elements, and is compared to a chariot which lacks 
personality because it is composed. That is a 
‘static’ point of vieiv. In this compound the 
position of the intellectual elements is a subordinate 
one ; they are given as a resultant of the material 
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elements, viz. the organs : ‘ The colour blue being 


given and the organ of the eye being also given, 
there arises a visual cognition (a blue image),’ 


That is ‘ sensationalism.’ The intellectual co^i- 
tions_ (abstract ideas, judgments) are worked out 
by mind, which is a material organ too. 

(5) The obvious and necessary conclusion of this 
psychology would be the negation of survival. 
But, as a matter of fact, Buddhists flatly deny the 
heretical theory of annihilation, destruction at 
death {iickchheda}. Individual or personal per- 
manence and responsibility through successive 
existences in the long journey of transmigration 
are strongly insisted on (see artt. Death [Buddhist], 
Karjia), 

(c) A conciliation between the negation of a soul 
or self, capable of survival, and the negation of 
annihilation is to be found in a ' dynamic" concep- 
tion of self. Such a conception was brought about 
by the study of impermanence {anityatva) and 
causality (prafityasamutpada). 

(1) ‘Impermanence' is, in some texts, almost a 
synonym of ‘suffering’ and 'selflessness.' Exist- 
ence is suffering because joy does not last; body 
and mind are impermanent, and therefore are not 
a self, do not depend upon a self. But from the 
idea of impermanence issues the idea of momentari- 
ness, which leads to far-reaching conclusions. Im- 
permanence, when predicated of things in general, 
does not mean momentariness. There is origina- 
tion {utpada), duration {sthiti), change or old age 
{anyath&bhdva, jara), and destruction (nirodha) of 
impermanent things in general. But the moment- 
ary character of a flame — the flame of a lamp is 
only a succession of flames, each of which lasts 
only an instant — and of thought {chitta) was re- 
cognized very soon : 

‘That, 0 monks, which is called mind, tbougrht, cognition, 


keeps up an incessant round by day and by night, o! perishing 

' (Slajihima, i. 250) ; 


as one thing and springing up ns another ’ , 
whereas the body may last for a hundred years 
and more.* Wlien once the notion of moraentari- 
ness was reached, it inevitably made its way and 
took the place of the notion of impermanenea 
Now momentariness is quite naturally associated 
with causality. Momentariness and causality con- 
verge in continuity. 

(2) Causality. — Buddhists first examined the 
cause of suffering (rebirth and death again) and 
expressed their views in the second truth : ‘ SuHer- 
ing originates from desire.’ They later expressed 
the principle of causality in the formula Known 
as pratltyasamutpada, ‘ dependent origination,’ a 
formula which seems to have been originally only 
a commentary on the second Truth (cf. Sutta- 
nipdta), and which, according to the scholastic 
interpretation, presents a summary of three 
successive existences of a man (cf. art. PatiCCA- 
SAMUPPSdA), It is given in the Scripture as an 
ontological and psychological theory. It is said 
to open a middle way between the two wrong ideas 
(or heresies) of permanence of the living being 
through consecutive existences and annihilation at 
death : the man who is reborn is not the dead man, 
but he is not difl’erent from this man ; because he 
originates from this man. Coupled with the dogma 
of momentariness, the dognia of causality leads to 
the conclusion that the ego is not a static com- 
pound like a chariot, but a series {samtana) — a 
living series of causes and efiects. Everything, 
even material lifeless objects, will be understood 
as the series of its successive moments of existence. 
The series does not exist in itself ; it is made 
up of small momentary entities, called dharmas. 
There is no thinker, but only thoughts ; no feeler, 
Wt only feelings ; dhydna partly consists in dis- 

1 Of. Viruddhimagga, viii., ap. H. 0. Warren, Buddhism in 
Translations, Cambridge, Mass., 1900, p. 252, and itahaniddesa, j 
p. 117. See art. lDtc.-TnT (Buddhist) 


ceming the successive ideas that present themselves 
without any reference to the ego as thinking,* 

‘ That only exists which is momentarj' ’ (yat sat 
tat Ic^aniham). What is permanent— e.g., apace, 
nirvana — does not exist, is a mere name, a mere 
negation {ahhdva). 

{d) An obvious conclusion to be drawn, and one 
which was early drawn, from the theory of depen- 
dent origination is that the origination of cognition 
has not been scientifically explained in the stilras 
(see above, p. 848“). A distinction is to he made 
between the cause (hetu) and the conditions 
(pratyaya). The flame of a lamp is apparently 
ouming during three watches ; hut it is only a 
succession of flames. Each of these momentary 
flames (to put it otherwise, each moment in the 
existence or this flame that is burning during three 
watches) has for conditions the oil, the rvick, and 
so on ;_bnt its cause is the preceding flame (or the 
preceding moment in the existence of the name). 
To apply this theory to the causation of a cognition, 
a visual cognition is conditioned hy the eye and 
the exterior object (the colour blue) ; but it is 
caused by the preceding cognition. The series of 
thoughts (chittasamtana) goes on uninterruptedly 
through the successive existences; the_ death- 
consciousness is continued in a conception-con- 
scionsness (see art. Death [Buddhist]). 

PudgalavSda . — A small place must be given to the ‘heretical’ 
theory of a self — a theory which is much abused in the riifra* 
as well ns in the treatises, both Sanskrit and Pali, but which, 
nevertheless, was supported by the powerful sects of the Saip- 
mitiyas. There is a siitra, the ‘siifrit of the bearer of the 


burden,’ which states that the pvdgala exists independently of 
the eiandAos j that it ‘shoulders’ the shandhas, new siandhas 


- . shoulders , _ 

at every birth, till it lays down the skanihas, i.e. obtains libera^ 
tion. The explanation of the SaipjnitSys school is that the 
pudgala is neither identical with nor different from the 
skandhas; that it is ‘not to be expressed’ (anabhilippa), that 
nevertheless it exists and transmigrates. There are m the 
Scriptures passages where the relations ot the feeling with the 
feeler, and so on, are expressed in the same terms ; and the 
position of the Saipmitiyas is not an impossible one. But in 
the light of other passages which state that there is no feeler, 
no eater, but only feelings, foods, we must admit that the 
Scripture, on the whole, favours the opinion of the schools who 
denj; altogether the existence of a pudyala. Wo know we 
partisans of the pudgala only from the cnbioism ot the ' ortho- 
dox ’ scholars, both Sanskrit and Palb , ~ -j 

3. Mahayana philosophy. — (a) Sunyatavdda 
[Madhyamaka system). — (1) The real nature of 
things (c^Aamaf a, bhutatathatd, or, shortly, tatna- 
td) is their being produced hy causes and their 
being productive of effects (pratityasamutpannatd). 
The Abhidbarmikas have stated this fact well. 
But they fail to see that what is produced by causes 
does not exist in itself, is without ‘own nature 
{nihsvabhdvatd], is insubstantial or void {Hinya). 
Voidness (&unyatd) is neither a principle immanent 
in things nor is it nothingness. On the contrary, 
it is the character of what exists, of the dharm^- 


Things are void because they are originamd ] yoiQ- 
- — void = originated. Existence 


ness = origination, void = onginated. Jtxisienuj 
(sdTOsam) IS an intricate succession oi momentary 
things, or dharmas, which have not in them^seives 
any raison di’Stre, and which cannot exist tod- 
stantially by the power of their causes; forth we 
causes are dharmas of the same nature, which do 
not exist in themselves. As it is said, Irom 
dharmas like a magical show (mdyopama) anse 
dharmas like a magical show.’ We should say, 
‘ From contingent phenomena arise contingent 

^ (2) Such is the common view of the Madhya- 
mikas. But there are many texts which would lead 
us much further : (a) the simile of the monk 
ing from ophthalmia, who sees in h*^ 
hairs which do not exist, while a Wealthy monk 
sees these hairs as they are, i.e. does not see t! em , 
in the same way a saint who is , . 

or nescience (avidyd) does not see the dna • - 
1 0. A. F. Ehys Davids, Buddhist Psychology, London, *■ 
p. 9S. 
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the correct knowledge — the knowledge of a Buddha 
— is a non-knowledge; (/3) the criticism to which 
the notions of cause, of knowledge, of motion, etc., 
are submitted ; by the four-branched sj'llogism it 
is shown clearly that a thing is not born either 
from itself or from another, or from both, or with- 
out cause. The consequence is that production 
is logically impossible ; production does not support 
inquiry (vichdrdsaha) ; therefore there is no pro- 
duction. Again, thought cannot Itnow itself and 
cannot know another ; and so on. Truth is 
silence. 

(3) The two truths. — Phenomenalism is a psycho- 
logical interpretation of life and consciousness in 
terms of ‘ negation of the individual ’ 
atmya) : life is a series of momentary phenomena 
originating in dependence one upon another. The 
Madliyamika does not reject this doctrine, but 
claims to explain what phenomenalism really 
means — to point out its metaphysical aspect. He 
says that phenomena are only appearances, or, 
from the subjective point of view, experiences. 
Phenomenalism is the ‘experimental’ or ‘errone- 
ous ’ truth (vyavahdra, sanvoj-tisatya) ; nihilism or 
voidness, negation of the reality of the dharmas 
{dharmanairdtmya], is the metaphysical or ab- 
solute truth {paramdrtha). 

But everytliing happens as if things were com- 
posed of real and substantial dharmas ; the illusion 
that we have of the happening of the phenomena is 
duo to the very causes that, according to the plieno- 
menalist, give birth to the phenomena. The Path 
of old remains safe (see art. Nihilism [Buddhist] 
and below). 

(6) Vijfidnavada.—It is difficult to give an_ ac- 
count of the system of the idealists, Vijuanavada, 
more exactly Vijuanamatravada, Vijuaptimatra- 
vada, Chittamatravada, ‘theory that there is 
nothing except cognition or thought,’ also Svasain- 
vedanavada or Svasamvittivada, ‘theory of self- 
consciousness.’ The philosophers of this system 
have worked out quite subtle notions, and, more- 
over, we know from Tibetan authorities that they 
were divided into manj'' branches and disagreed on 
important points. These Tibetan authorities are 
far from clear, while the original treatises, the 
larger number of which exist only in Tibetan and 
Chinese translations, have not yet been studied. 
Sanskrit, Brahman, and Jain summaries do not 
touch the points in question. Therefore we must 
be satisfied with a general outline of the system — 
an outline which cannot be taken as definite.^ 


1 Sources; 1. Vijuanavadasutrasandtreatises.— (1) Latll-nvo- 
tara, partly ed. in Buddhist Text Society of India, Calcutta, 
1902 : (2) Abhisamai/dlaihkdrdloka, Cambridge Add., 1029, 
frag, in JA i. [1913] 693 ; (3) Bodhisattvalhumi, Camb. Add., 
1702 ; summary in MusSon. vi. [1905] 33, vii. [190G] 213, xii. 
noil] 155 ; (4) Sdlrdlarpbdra, cd. S. Ldvi, Paris, 1911 ; (6-7) 
Vasuban(Uiii’8 Vxiti^(tk(tkdrikd, cd. and tr. 3[u8ioi\j xiii, [1912), 
.. , Tanjur, mil, ; 


63; 

( 8 ) 

D. 

19C 


, Tanjur, Kfdo, Iviii, ; 
tr. (rom Chinese by 
jlfahnpdna, Chic.igo, 
!)liarinottara'8 comm. 


and an anonymous {ippax^i, ed. T. ycherbatskoi, Bibl. Budd. 
viii. andxi., PetroL^rad, 1904 and 1009 ; with Vinitadeva's comm., 
Bibl, Indica, Calcutta, 1903; (10) Snbha^itasaihgraha, cd. C. 
Bcndall, Jirustfon, iv. [1903] 87^ • 

ii. Mftdhyamika treatiBos.— <1) iladhyarnakavatura, cd. Bwl, 
Buddh. lx., Petroffrad, 1912, Fr. tr. Musion, viii. 0. (1907 0.) ; 


iv. No'n-Buddhist treatise3.-;<l) Thf. Sarva Dariana Saiji- 
nnitia, tr. E. B. Cowell and A. E. Gough, I/mdon, 18S2, ch. ii., 
Muefon, ii. {1901] 177 ; (2) Sa4darianasatrgraka, cd. h. Suali, 
Bibl. Indica, Calcutta, 1905 IT. ; (8) Vedanta sulras, ii. 2, 23 
(G. Thibaut, SBE xxxW. {1890]); (4) Ei/dyasutras, iv. 2; (5) 
PraSastapSda, Benares, 1895, p. 114. 

V. European sources. — *T. Scherbatskoi, Toopln m, 

Iln.liii, Petrograd, 1002, Ti'iinirt tnianaiiin ii .mrnra, do. 1903; 
L. de la Vauiie Poussin, 'Note sur les trols corps,’ Mtvsion, 
jdv. [1913] 257, ‘ Note sur les cent Dharmas,' ib. vi. [1905] 191 ; 
D. T. Sujulti, Outlines of Mahdj/dna Buddhism, London, 1907 
(UEoIul information, but questionable views). 
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(1) Some hypotheses may he offered on the origin 
of the idealist system. 

(a) The phrase manomaya in the first stanza of 
the Dhammapada, ‘ All that happens (dharma) is 
the result of thought (manas), is made up of 
thought (manomaya),’ does not mean ‘ consisting 
of thought,’ but ‘ caused by thought, by mentsQ 
action’ (just as the manomaya body of the bodhi- 
sattva is not a spiritual body, but a body created by 
thought [see art, BodhisattVA]). I'iiat is not 
technically idealism, but leads to idealism. _ It 
was admitted that the new pbysico-psyciiical 
organism which continues after the death of a 
man is ‘created’ in the matrix by tlie ‘rebirth con- 
sciousness,’ itself a product or a sub-product of a 
mental action ; moreover, pleasant and unpleasant 
sensations during life are chieflj' the reward of 
action (vipdkaphala, ‘ fruit of ripening of action ’), 
while the exterior causes of these sensations depend 
on action as ‘fruit of mastery’ (adhipatiphala) ; 
we should style them ‘ the delegates of the power 
of action,’ just like the tormentors and the trees 
with swords for leaves in hell. It follows that the 
existence of exterior objects may be looked upon 
as a cumbrous hypothesis (see Vasubandliu’s Virnla- 
Icalcdrilcd). 

(/3) On the other hand, the Sautrflntikas (a 
branch of the later Hinayana) had studied the 
cliaracter and origin of Jcnowledge. In opposition 
to the Vnibh&sikas (=Abliidharmikas) and to the 
Madhyamikas, they maintained that a thought 
can tliink itself, that thought has self-conscious- 
ness (svasavwitti), for, though the end of a finger 
cannot touch itself, a lamp illuminates itself and 
another (Bodhicharydvaidra, ix. 15) ; further, that 
the form of representations is given by tlie mind. 
This idealist theory of knowledge is compatible 
with realism ; the Vijfianavadins, heirs of the 
Sautrantikas, built upon it an Idealist meta- 
piiysical system. 

(y) This system owes much to the SQnyatavilda 
(nihilism) ; in fact, it is a branch of nihilism ; it 
diflers from the numerous systems of idealism 
recorded in the history of philosophy both Indian 
and non-Indian. It is not satisfied with tlie nega- 
tion of the exterior object; it denies tbe self, an 
individual generator of thoughts, as all Buddhists 
do; it applies a thorough criticism to the indi- 
vidual thoughts themselves. It maintains that 
tbe only rf/ifinncw ( = things) are thoughts (idealism), 
and that these dharmas are not substantial (dhar- 
manairdtmya) ; that they are void. The voidness 
of the idealists differs from the voidness of the 
Madhynmik.as, the properly so-called nihilists, 
h’or the latter, voidness is the characteristic in 
things of being produced, while, from the critical 
point of view, no production is possible. 

According to t)ie idealists, ‘for voidness to be a Justiflablo 
position, we must have, first, existence of that wlilch is void, 
and, second, non-existence of that in virtue of the ahsenco of 
which it is void,' i.e. existence of a receptacle, non-existence of 
a content, ‘but, it neitlier exists, how c.an there be voidness 7 
We wrongly superimpose the notion of a serjient on a rope: the 
rope exists, the serpent docs not exist, the rope is void of 
scrjient. In the same way, such “ notes " or characters ns fonn, 
etc., are commonly attributed to the things : the denotablo 
properties do not exist, but the substrate of the designations 
KxisXs’ (fiodhisattvabhumi, fol. 206 f.). 

The ‘ notes ’ wrongly attributed to the things are 
both wliat is called jheya, ' Icnowable,’ tmAjudna, 

‘ cognition ’ ; the thing is an ‘ undenotable some- 
thing.’ 

(2) To realize what the idealists understood by 
‘Iniowable,’ ‘cognition,’ and ‘undenotable some- 
thing,’ we have to study the three natures (below, 

to which the simile of a dream (below, a) is an 
easy introduction. 

(a) The visions of a dream are independent of 
any thing ‘to be seen.’ The elephants which a 
dreaming monk sees entering his cell do not exist, 
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or, rather, do not exist as elephants. As far as it 
is a ‘ thing to be known ’ (jneya), a ‘ thing to be 
grasped’ (grahya) or ‘to be named’ [ahhidheya), 
the thing seen during sleep does not exist; it is 
only a product of the mind, a mental phenomenon 
wrongly made objective, the very ‘form of ele- 
phant’ {akrti) taken by a thought under the influ- 
ence of the ‘ impression ’ [v&sana) left by a visual 
knowledge. 

Now what about the idea that the dreamer has 
of an elephant — the idea which he considers as a 
visual knowledge {jnana), which ‘grasps’ [grii- 
haka) an elephant ? This knowledge is in fact the 
same mental phenomenon, the same form of ele- 
phant taken by a thought. During sleep the 
visual knowledge that grasps an elephant, the 
mental knowledge that ascertains the qualities of 
this elephant and names it, cannot have more 
reality than_ the elephant itself. There is no 
knowledge ijiidna), since there is no knowable 
[jneya).^ 

The simile of a dream will help us to realize the 
nature of things. First, there is no matter {riipa) ; 
there is nothing outside {bahis, bdkya) the thought 
(chit(a) and the corollaries of thought (chaiita, 
pleasure, etc.) ; rather, outside thoughts, for there 
IS not a thinking unity but only series (samtati, 
samtdna) of tlioughts; so many series of thoughts, 
80 many living beings (saitva). 

(/3) Secondly, every thought, except the thoughts 
of a Buddha, is to be looked upon from three points 
of view ; technically it possesses a threefold nature 
or character (svabMva, la/csana) — imagined nature 
iparikalpita), dependent or caused nature (para- 
tantra], and absolute or metaphysical nature 
(parinispanna), 

i. Parikalpita. — A thought — t'.e. an ‘ actual ’ or 
‘conscious’ (pravrtti) thought (see below) — pre- 
sents itself as exterior to itself, as does, in a 
dream, the notion of elephant j it presents itself as 
an object of cognition, a knowable (jneya). The 
wrongly objectived objects of cognition are said 
to be threefold : body and the organs (deha, dya- 
tana), the things (artha, visaya) to be known by 
these organs (rupdyatana . . . mana-dyatana), 
and place (pratisthd, pada), the material universe 
(as a whole, bhdjanaloka)d Inversely, thought ap- 
pears as cognition (jfidna) : (1) as visual cognition 
of a blue object ; (2) as auditive cognition . . . ; 

(6) as mental cognition of the qualities of an object 
(the first manovipidna of the Vijuanavadin list) ; 

(7) as an ego which knows (the second manovi- 
j}idna=ahamdr^ti = klistam manas). 

In short, thought presents itself to itself as 
object (grdhya) and, at the same time, becomes 
cognition (grdhaka) of this object. The notions of 
being, non-being, essence, difierenoe, number, etc. 
— in a word, what the Western philosophers style 
categories — originate from this opposition or 
duality (dvaya). Now this duality, which is the 
characteristic of every state of consciousness 
(pravrttivipiana), is real ; our thoughts are really 
taking the double aspect of object and subject ; 
this twofold nature of our thoughts is not an 
imaginary nature. As a matter of fact, we think 
dually. But this duality results from the fact 
that we consider as exterior and existing in them- ■ 
selves the so-called objects which are only forms of 
the thought, in the same way as a dreamer believes 
in the reality of the dream-elephants and thinks . 
that he has a visual knowledge of elephants. This 
duality has no metaphysical raison d'itre. ; it is 
worked outorelaboratedbyimaginationlpanT-al^ia, 
vikaipa), which imposes on thought the categories 
of object and subject, together with the categories ' 
of being, essence, etc. 

i Lafikaratara, p. 7S ; Madh-ffamakavatara, vl. 93; Sulrd- 
larpkara, xi. 10. 


Therefore thoughts (elntta), i.e. things, in so 
far as they are in opposition as object and subject 
are said to be imagined (parikalpita). ' 

ii. Paratantrasvabhdva. — We are now concerned 
with the question whence thoughts derive their 
origin, according to what law they appear in suc- 
cession and in duality. Thoughts are not produced 
by _ exterior objects, as the old realist school 
believed : ‘ The colour blue being given and the 
organ of eye being also given . , . there arises an 
image ^of bine,’ Nor are they produced by a self, 
as the idealist Vedanta would suggest. Nor are 
they autonomous (svatantra). They are dependent 
one upon another (paratantra) ; they are pro- 
duced one from another. 

Paratantra is almost synonymous with pratl- 
tyusannitpanna, ‘originated in dependence’; hut 
there are conspicuous difierences between the 
classical pratifyasamutpdda, ‘ dependent origina- 
tion,’ and the causation which we are studying 
{sometimes styled ‘subtle origination’), and these 
differences justify the use of a new phrase. The 
problem is somewhat obscure ; hut the present 
writer hopes that the following is a fair solution. 

All the Buddhist philosophers — maintainers of 
the doctrine of karman — ^had to admit tliat 
thoughts, although momentary, do not perish 
altogether, but originate new thoughts, sometimes 
after a long interval of time (see art. KABMA, _ui5y- 
andaphala and avijhapti). As long as they believed 
in the existence of matter (rupa) and considereil 
man as a physico-psychical complex, it was not 
difficult for them to explain the interdependence 
of thoughts. The six classes of cognitions (sense 
cognitions, eye, etc., and mental cognitions) liad a 
material support and exterior excitants, and it was 
possible to explain all the psychological facts, inolud- 
ing memory, with these six cognitions. But the 
idealists had to work out a system of psychology 
without the hypothesis of any material element. 
They say that the cognitions acknowledged by the 
realist schools, visual . . ._ mental _ cognitions, 
create ‘seeds’ (blja) which will ripen in due time, 
without any interference except for the power of 
the bodhisattvas, into nesv visual . . . mental 
cognitions. Now these seeds are not apart of the 
visual . . . mental cognitions which arise in suc- 
cession between the sowing and the ripening of 
the seeds; e.g,, the cognition of blue which will 
emerge to-morrow in a certain ‘ series of cognitions 
named ‘ I ’ depends on yesterday’s cognition of 
blue, but its seed is not to De_ found in any of tlie cog- 
nitions of which I am conscious to-day. Therefore 
we must add to the sixfold cognition of the primitive 
psychology — to the sixfold cogn|tion to be nameti 
‘actual cognition,’ ‘active cognition,’ or ‘state of 
consciousness’ (pravritivijhdna) — another group of 
cognitions which the modern philosopher woum 
style ‘ unconscious ’ or ‘ subliminal images ; tlie.se 
are the seed of actual cognitions ; they are created 
by actual cognitions ; beside and below the actual 
cognitions, they flow as a series of momentary 
subliminal images which proceed oiving “ 
uninterrupted self -reproduction ; this senes y , 
the old supply of seeds, is enlarged by the 
new seeds, and ivill stop when the , 

their fruit and no new seed is sown. It is Knwn 
'store cogni- 


as dlayavijhdna or addnavijnana, 
tion,’ ‘ receptacle cognition.’ ^ , 

ill. Parini^annasvabhura . — Thoughts 
considered from a third point of ., . 

knowable ( jneya) does not exist as such, sin • 
only a subjective idea, an iraaM, a ‘‘’V 

constitutes itself as an object. On the ‘ d 

the fact thattiiought cognizes, i.c. 
as visual cognition, as mental cognition, as s j 
1 See the writer's ‘ Note sur Ics cent Dharmos,' Huston. >1- 
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of cognition, depends on the fact that it consti- 
tutes itself as an object. Tliere is cognition be- 
cause tliere is a knowable ; there is designation 
because there is an image, i.e. an objectived desig- 
nation. The two groups of terms, Jncya-grdAi/a- 
abhidheya and jndna-grdhaka-abhidhuna, stand 
together, and, as the first is mistaken, the second 
too is mistaken. The duality object-subject is 
accidental to the thought, for it is produced by 
misconception or imagination (parilxtlpa or 
vilcalpa). 

In order to know what thought is metaphysic- 
ally — what thought is in itself — we have to ignore, 
to put aside, duality. Freed from duality, thought 
is beyond the range of words ; it eludes denotation, 
it is undenotable {anahhilupyn ) ; no character 
[viSesa) can be predicated of it ; it can only be said 
to exist [bhavaty eva). It is therefore defined as 
vastiimdtra, ‘ simply thing,’ ‘ pure thing,’ or a 
‘ something ’ ( ‘ chose sans plus,’ ' chose tout court ’), 
or as chittamdtra, ‘ simply thought,’ ‘pure thought,’ 
since ‘thing’ and ‘thought’ are interchangeable 
notions. 

In a Buddha imagination has come to an end. 
The tliought of a Buddha — a non-cognition — is 
practically what all thoughts are metaphysically. 
To use a metaphorical phrase, our thoughts are 
soiled by cognitions which produce passions (jneyd- 
vnrana, Jdeiavarana ) ; we have to purify them 
(vyavaddna)d 

To Bum up, 0 thought — e.g. an image of blue — is imagined in 
BO far as it la both the object blue which we believe wo Bee ond 
a cognition of blue. It is dependent because it is produced b3' 
a preceding image of blue. It is a something of which nothing 
may be predicated from the metapliyaloal point of view, a sub- 
stance which 1b accidentally, owing to an eternal illusion, con- 
stituting itself ns object and Bubject, 

4. Later philosophies ; theism, pantheism 
(doctrines of immanence). — The phrase ‘ Buddhist 
pantheism,’ like the phrase ‘Christian atheism,’ 
associates notions that are conflicting. But, if we 
are to consider Buddhism not as a doctrine but as 
a historical fact, there must be a place for the 
non-Buddhistio philosophical views that developed 
in Buddhism — the more so because such views not 
only are dressed in Buddhistic garb, but are to some 
extent the natural evolution of truly Buddhistic 
theories. 

There was in Mahayana an essential antinomy 
between the experimental and the absolute truth.’ 
While the learned schools carried to their ultimate 
consequences the philosophical principles of the old 
creed and worked out systems of dialectical or 
idealist nihilism, a Buddhist religion has grown : 
Buddhas and bod/iisattvas were universally looked 
upon as gods, almost eternal beings, providences. 
TQie learned schools admitted the quasi-divinity of 
the Buddhas, and the necessity of devotion and 
charity, as constituting the practical or experi- 
mental truth {snmvriisatya) ; but they maintained 
that the true religious life had to combine the prac- 
tice of this truth with the meditation of voidness ; 
voidness is the absolute truth {paramdrthasatya). 
There cannot be true religious life {brahmacharya, 
bhi/esutd, bodhicharyu), there cannot be deliver- 
ance, as long as tlie faithful do not know that 
Buddhas are mere names ; the enlightened devotee 
adores celestial persons whom he knows to be pure 
phantasms ; the enlightened giver pities beings 
while knowing that they do not exist (Vajrach- 
chhedika). Such a position can be saved only by 
sleight of hand, by sopiiistical and highly conven- 
tional contrivances (see art. NlHiLlSJi [Buddhist]). 
As a matter of fact, a time comes when it is neces- 

J On tho Vijufinavadln theory of purification see L. de la 
Vallio Poussin, Thioric (?« doxizt causes, Ghent and London, 
1013, p. C5. 

- Many of the Buddhist tenets were hchinjf in consistency. 
The idea of nfrenpa, c.j;.. an ‘ unqualified deliverance,’ was apt 
to be understood as immortal ha])piness or as annihilation. 


sary to make a choice between the two truths : to 
keep the absolute truth, and practise accordingly 
silence and apathy, or to admit the experimental 
truth as ‘ true ’ and have recourse to an ontology 
in accordance with it. 

The chief factor in the development of tlieistic 
and pantheistic ideas in Buddhism has probably 
been the Brahman and Hindu milieu, the influence 
of the learned monism (Vedanta), and the yet more 
powerful influence of the popular and Tantric 
Saivism. While theism (tlie worship of Amitablia) 
is very old, it is in the so-called Buddhist Tantric 
literature (mantranaya, vajraydna) that we find, 
together with a mass of theurgio practices, unmis- 
takable affirmations of a system of immanence. 
Buddhist saints and deities, by an insensible pro- 
gress or owing to a rapid naturalization, had come 
to be conceived under the familiar shape of the 
Hindu gods. But we are here concerned with the 
doctrinal aspects of the historical evolution and 
adulteration of Buddhism. Our problem is to 
elucidate by what doctrinal and verbal develop- 
ment the orthodox nihilism and idealism were apt 
to be reversed and turned into pantheism. 

On the whole, we clearly see how Buddhist 
monism arose. The post-Vedic inquiry for being, 
permanent being, real being, had a legitimate 
conclusion in the absolute monism (advaita) of 
Samkara. Brahman is, but its true description is 
neti neti, ‘ it is not so, it is not so.’ There is no 
relation possible between it and limited beings; 
i.e. no limited being exists. ‘ Ontologism ’ in its 
last phase is nihilism, for the ens realissimum is 
void. Inversely, the Buddhist theory of a becom- 
ing without being is apt to be reverseei into monism. 
As regards details many conjectures may be made, 
some likely to be more or less justified. 

(a) The Mddhyamiha tenets. — From an absolute 
point of view (paramarthatas), there is no difier- 
ence {ndndbhdva) among things and among the 
characters of things. Things are void {iilnya), like 
the daughter of a barren woman ; characters are 
void, like the beauty of this unreal daughter. 
Things are void because there is no real origination 
of things — if no origination, no destruction, an 
eternal inexistence. There is no difference between 
existence [samsdra) and nirvana ; ' Not being pro- 
duced (anutpanna), not being destroyed, things 
are from the beginning quiescent (ddUdnta) ; they 
are really, naturally {pra/ertyd) in nirvana (part' 
nirvptay The Vednntists (Samkara’s school) some- 
times use the same phrases to explain tho nature 
of particular things they borrowed these phrases 
from the Buddhists ; possibly they borrowed also the 
doctrine of the non-existence of particular things ; 
while the Buddhists— some Buddhists— went so far 
as to recognize in the bhdta-tathatd or tatJmtd, 
‘real nature of things,’ or dharmadhatu or 
bhiitnkoti, so many synonyms of voidness,’ a sort of 
‘void Br.ihman.’ 


(b) Vijndnavdda; onfoioyy.— Genuine VijnSna- 
vada (works of ASvaghosa, Asanga, Vasubandhu) 
is truly Buddliist, since it maintains the moment- 
ariness {f:sanikatva) and the dependent origination 
(paratanfratva) of every thought. Nevertheless it 
is dangerously akin to Vedanta; the Tantrik 
school has interpreted it as a monism, and many 
modem scholars do so too. 


The dlayavijtidna is somewhat like a soul, and 
V from Tibetan authorities that the main- 


we know 

tamers of tho Hinaynna strongly objected to this 
new vijndna. It is a series of ‘subliminal 
images —a store of seeds that give birth to actual 
cognitions (pravrtti vijndna)-,^ it may bo looked 
J See Boiirces in JRAS, new ser., xlii. [19101 SiVff 
S See .Wttsion, xii. [1911] 252. 

set. Buddhajrhosa's bhaxatina (8. Z. Aunir and nit? 
Rhjs^Davids. compendium If PhitX^ ^nd^n.^gl] 
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upon as a thinking entity -which manifests itself in 
a succession of tlioughts. 

On the other hand, to say that tlie true or nieta- 
phj'sical nature of things is thought, an unchar- 
acterized tliought ‘Avhich only is,’ or, in the 
Vedantic phrase, ‘Avhich is not so, which is not 
so’ {neti neti) ; that this pure thought is defiled by 
nescience {avidyd) and all the passions that follow 
nescience ; that, owing to defilement, it takes the 
aspects of knowable and knowledge and generates 
the whole of the particular cognitions j that it is 
apt to purify itself {vyavadana) by m inverse 
process 1 — that is pure Vedanta of Samkara’s 
scliool. 

Yamunaohiirjja, in his Siddhitraya, compares the doctrine 
of Dbarmakirti, the avowed Buddhist (^akafa bauddha): 
I Although the pure intelligence is free from dilTercnccs, it 
is characterized (or imagined), o^ving to erroneous views, 
43 multiple : as knowable, knower and knowledge —with 
Saipkara’a view: ‘The pure reality is not the cause of the 
developnjent [of names and forms), because it ceases not to 
be [what it is, t.e. it remains pure] : therefore it is Illusion 
which is the mother of this distinction, knower and knowable.' 
Yamunficharya concludes that Sagikara is a Buddhist in dis- 
guise. VijnanabhikfU holds the same opinion for the same 
reason. t 

The thought of a Tathagata is undefiled, purified 
thought; the thought of a pj-thagjana — a man 
who has not ‘ seen ’ the Traths — and of any living 
being except the Tathagata is defiled, unpurified 
thought ; but for the defilement, the thought of 
B, prthagjana is the thought of a Tathagata. 

This doctrine is embodied in the theory of the 
embryo of a Tathagata {tathdgatagarbha), which 
is explained as follows in the Lahkdvatarasiitra : 

‘ There is an embryo of a Tathagata, genuinely radiant and 
pure, endowed with the thirty-two marks, present in every 
living being, but, like a gem covered by dirt, covered by the 
corporeal forms, sensation, etc. (skandha, ayatana, dh&ln), 
defiled by the wrong notions produced by lust, hatred and 
delusion ; nevertheless permanent, firm, blessed, everlasting.’ s 

The compilers of the Lahkdvatara are careful to 
state that the dogma of the tatluigatagarbha is 
not to be understood in a heretical sense, that it is 
not like the theory of a universal and permanent 
soul (diman), that it has been preached in order to 
introduce the heretics who believe in a soul into 
the Buddhist doctrine of soullessness (nairdtmya) ; 
that the tathdgatagarbha really means voidness, 
bhutakoti, nirvana. But is it not a strange method 
of converting the Vedantists, to teach them 
Vedantism in Buddhistic garb? Granted that the 
true meaning of the tathdgatagarbha is that every 
creature is an embryo of Tathagata, i.e. a future 
Buddha, there may be doubt as to its obvious 
meaning. 

(c) The three bodies of a Tathagata. — Like 
Vijnanavadin ontology (the three natures and the 
‘pure thought’), with wliieh it has strong ana- 
logies, the Vijilanavadin Buddhology lias also been 
understood in a panthei.st sense. This Buddh- 
oiugy, the origins of which can be traced in the 
Hinayana Abhidharma and mythology, is ex- 
plained in the dogma of the tliree bodies of a 
Tathagata (trikdya). We shall deal (1) with the 
orthodox, or Vijnanavadin, conception of the j 
bodies, and (2) with the pantheist, or Tantric, 
evolution of this conception. j 

(1) Notwithstanding its mythological and de- | 
votional features, the klahajmnist Buddhology is i 

: We know from Tibetan authorities that the Vijnanavadins ! 
disagreed as to the defilement: some held it to be real ; some ' 
taught that it is illusory (of. advaita and viiif{udiaita, mayd" , 
and vivarlavdda). I 

2 See h. de la Vallie Poussin, ‘Vediinta and Buddhism,' j 
JRAS, new ser., xlii. 129-140; Siddhitraya, Chowkhamba 
Sanskrit series, no. 36, p. 10; Vijnanabhiksu’s Sdiykhya- 
pravachana-hhafya (i. 22), ed. and tr. R. Garbe, Cambridge, 
Mass., 1895, index, s.OT. ‘ Vijnanav.ada,’ ■ Prachannabauddha ’ ; 
T. Aufrecht, Cat. Oxaniensis, Oxford, 18.59, p. 14; Vasudev 
Anant Sukhtankar, The Teaching of Vedanta according to 
Rdmanvja, Vienna, 1908. 

3 Jjafihdoalara, ed. Buddhist Te.xt Soc. of India, Calcutta, 
1902, p. 80 ; a correct quotation of the passage in Huston, xii. 
261 ; see JRAS, new ser., xxxviii. [1906) 954. 


not in conflict with the phenomenalist and nihilist 
principles of Buddhism. Like the Abhidharma 
Buddhology, it is not a theism, but only a ham- 
ology, and_ a phenomenalist or nihilistic hagiolony. 

A Tathagata, like any other living being, is*an 
insubstantial compound and series of dharmas. 
(a.) Among these dharmas there is a large nmnher 
of thoughts or intellectual dharmas which are 
only to be found in Tathagatas : supramundano 
(lokottara) knowledges, i.e. knowledges that are 
tui’ned towards nirvdna {ksayajridna, anutpada- 
jhdtia, aSaiksi samyagdfsti) \ the Tathagata would 
disappear into nirvdya, hut he chooses to keep his 
mundane dharmas — omniscience of every mundane 
tiling, all-embracing and all-powerful compassion. 
(j3) Moreover, a Tathagata has a ‘ body ’ ; t.e. some 
material (rupin) dharmas are a constituent part of 
the compound which we call a Tathagata. (y) 
Lastly, he is able to create, in order to save beings, 
magical appearances — ‘doubles’ of his body. 

The phrase dharmakdya, which originally desig- 
nated (i.) the whole of the Scriptures, and (ii.) 
Buddha as law or Scripture incarnate, came (in 
Abhidharma) to be used to designate the collection 
of the spiritual dharmas owing to the presence of 
which a pseudo-individual is named Buddha. 
Every Buddha possesses the same supramnndane 
dharmas ; while Buddhas difler in merit, in dura- 
tion of life, etc., they are endowed with the same 
dharmakdya. In the same way monks (hhiksus), 
while dittering one from anotlier in many respects, 
jiossess (i.e. have as a constituent part of their 
pseudo-individuality) the same set of dharmas, 
called bhiksutd, ‘ that which makes a bhiksu a 
bhiksu’ (morality, the sargvara, or vows of a bhiksu. 


etc.). 

Tlie material elements in a Buddha were, from 
of old, styled rupakdya, ‘ material body.’ Mytho- 
logical Maliayanism styles them samhhogak&ya, 
‘glorious or blessed body,’ or vipdkakdya, 'body 
of ripening.’ The body of a Buddha is glorious, 
endowed with tlie thirty-two marks, enthroned in 
paradises wliere it is adored by celestial bodhi- 
satlvas. The so-called ' material body ’ of the man 
named 6akyamuni was not what we should call, 
in our phraseology, a ‘ body,’ but onijf a magical 
double of the glorious body of a certain Buddha. 
Side by side ivith Sakyamuni there is an infinite 
number of sucli doubles, some Buddha-like (as 
Sakyamuni), some endowed with_ every sort of 
appearance. These magical creations are styled 
nirmdnakdyas, ‘contrived,’ ‘created,’ or ‘magical 
bodies.’ 

To sum up : a Buddha is a_ saint in lyliom we 
san, with the scalpel of dialectic, distinguisli what 
Europeans call a ‘ soul ’ — a set of sublime dhannas, 
some of which are beneficial to himself (svdrtha 
’■.g., wisdom, meditations turned to nirvdna), some 
jf Avhich are beneficial to others (pardriha e.g., 
sompassion and power corresponding to this com- 
passion) — and a ‘ body,’ the fruit of Tiis merits an 
former vows (praniahdna), which sanctifies ana 
ripens the blessed, while a number of_ magica 
ippearances convert and save ordinary beings. _ 

(2) An interpretation of the three bodies in 
terms of monism and immanence was very easy. 

(а) The dharmakdya— i.e. this set of dharm 
that are the special dharmas of a- 

realized in all tlie Tathagatas. A Platomst would 
say that the Tatliagatas are so many copies ot tiie 
iharmakaya, that the dharmakaya w m 
sssence which manifests itself in the 

(б) The sambhogakdya depends on tiie 

idyi as it is tlie fruit of the '“ent accumulated 
’punvctsaml^/iara) Ly the future Buddha, . « 

being in close relations with the accuniulatio 
knowledge (jiidnasambhdra) which 
iharmakaya. As a matter of fact, the . an 9 
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hay a is described in the Tantras* as ‘ effluent from 
the dharmadhatu ’ (“nisyanda), i.e. an ‘ emanation 
of the dharmalcdya.’ 

( 7 )_The set of dliarmas which characterize 
hodhisattvas as bodhisattvas and their visible 
bodies are, in the same way, imperfect copies of 
the bodies of a Buddha. The same process may 
be applied, rmitatis mutandis, to every being. 
The sambhogalcdya is described as the universal 
matrix, ‘ the place of origin of all beings ’ 
(utpattisthana).^ 

Several scholars, amon" them D. T. Suzuki (pp. 61, 73, 231, 
245, 255, 261), maintain that such an interpretation was the 
interpretation of the chiefs of the Vijnanavadin school, 
A4vagho§a, Asafiga, Vasubandhu, and they quote siitras 
(Avataqisaka) which are supposed to embody it. The present 
writer believes that the only texts which are clear to this effect 
are Tantrio texts. But it would be a mistake to underestimate 
their vaiue, ns there are evidences of the antiquity of the 
pantheistic or theistio views (see art. Dooetism [Buddhist]). 

As observed above, the tatliMyatayarhlm and the 
‘ pure thought ’ are very like an iiiimanent unde- 
filed dhw-malcdya. Asanga states that there is 
nob an Adibuddha (see art. Adibuddha), a prim- 
ordial and eternal Buddha ; every Buddha has 
been for a time a ‘future Buddlia’ (bad/cisatiua) 
and, before becoming a future Buddha, was from 
the beginning an ordinary being. If Buddha is 
styled svayamhhu, ‘who exists by himself,’ the 
meaning is tliat he has acquired, by himself, 
Buddliahood. Bub the refutation of the theory of 
a Buddha per se proves that such a theist tiieory 
had partisans. As a matter of fact, in the 
MaMbheri CWassilieff, p. 112) the Buddha is 
possessed of a pure self, of a permanent bliss, not 
of nirvana. 

For the theists, Buddha would be a Brahmanic 
god. His dharmaltaya (Amitabha) is a counter- 
part of Brahma; his sambhogakaya (Amitayus) 
corresponds to Visnu or to the celestial Krsna; 
his magical apparitions (Sakyamuni, etc.) corre- 
spond to ttie avatars. 

Tantrism {mantranaya, vajraydna) is thoroughly 
immanentist and Saivist. It is fond of Ma- 
dhyamika formulas, and states, at every oppor- 
tunity, that things are void. But voidness is tlie 
ens realissimum, is atman, or brahman, and this 
atman is styled Vajrasattva, a Bhagavat united to 
a Bhagavati (^iakti). Mantras (formulas) and 
vidhis (rites) of difl'erent classes, especially erotic 
vidhis, quickly transform the devotee into Vajra- 
sattva, or rather ‘exteriorize’ the Vajrasattva- 
nature that is immanent in every being, just as, in 
Mahay ana, the practice of the ‘perfect virtues’ 
(paramitas) develops the ‘ genn of a Buddha.’ 

Side hy side with the doctrine of immanence, 
which is chiefly Tantric, there are several forms of 
theism (monotheism and polylatry) coupled Avith 
doctrines of emanation. They may be styled 
Brahmanic or PauiTtnic (Svayambhu - purana, 
Karandavyuha, Mani blia bum, etc.). Buddha is 
identified with Brahma; the ‘magical bodies’ 
with which he was credited in orthodox Mahayana 
are now living beings, bom from the rays emitted 
from his body. 

I.iTERATiniK.— This Is given throughout the artlele. See also 
P. Oltramare, Les Variations de I'ontologie bouddhique: du 
pMnominime au monisms, Paris, 1010. 

L. DE BA ValltSe Poussin, 
PHILOSOPHY (Chinesel.-j-Although in philo- 
sophy the Chinese cannot vie with the great 
nations of thinkers — the Greeks, the Hindus, or the 
Germans — they may well be placed on a level with 
the Romans, and they surpass the Semitic peonies 
— the Arabs, Hebrews, and Persians. The 
Japanese are their disciples._ We must bear in 
mind that they produced their philosophy almost 
entirely independently of alien influence. The 
Chinese alw.ays took more interest in practical 
1 KSmasatpO^^-tt v. 79. a Tb. v. 00. 


questions concerning the life and welfare of indi- 
viduals and society than in purely theoretical ones, 
and in consequence developed fairly complete 
systems of ethics, whereas they did not advance 
far in metaphysics. Tradition, authority, and 
veneration of antiquity were so many chains and 
fetters impeding the flight of their speculative 
genius. They trusted too much in the wisdom of 
sages and worthies and too little in their own 
mental powers. Satisfied with the knowledge of 
their predecessors, which they did not dare to 
challenge, they imagined themselves to be in posses- 
sion of the whole truth, and never thought of the 
many problems evolved in the West. 

In the history of Chinese philosophy we can 
distinguish two distinct periods — ancient and 
modern — separated by an interval of stagnation. 
The former extends from remote antiquity to the 
1st cent, of our era, comprising the Chow and the 
greater part of the Han dynasty ; the latter begins 
in the 11th cent, and is known as the Sung philo- 
sophy, for it originated under the Sung djuiastj 
and was carried on to the Ming epoch, when it 
stopped in the beginning of the 16th century. No 
further progress was made after the Sung philo- 
sophy had been more or less recognized as the 
othcial philosophy. Westerners are better in- 
formed on ancient Chinese philosophy than on the 
modem development of Chinese thought. 

We find the first traces of philosophical specula- 
tions in the Shti King, esijecially in the chai)tei 
entitled ‘ Hung-fan.’ The legendary emperor YU 
is believed to have received it from heaven, and in 
1122 B.c. the prince of Chi presented it to the 
founder of the Chow dynasty, Wu-wang. The 
language of this old document is very archaic, and it 
may well date from such an early time. During the 
12tu cent. B.c. the Chinese had already reached a 
certain height of civilization, and it is not surpris- 
ing that the highest questions of human life 
should have presented themselves to their minds. 
The ‘ Hung-fan’ deals with the five elements, the 
primary agencies of the universe, natural pheno- 
mena supposed to be connected with human fate, 
chronology based on the observation of the stars, 
the virtues and duties of the ruler, the various 
functions of government, and the different kinds 
of happiness and misfortune. In the short aphor- 
isms of this treatise we have the germs ot the 
later philosophy of nature, ethics, and political 
philosophy. 

Another source of primitive Chinese philosophy 
is the Yi King, the chief text-book of divination, 
consisting of a series of hexagrams which have 
been explained in a fanciful way so as to yield a 
great variety of oracles. But it must be re- 
membered that the passage usually quoted ns 
containing the first reference to the cosmic dual 
forces, yin and yang, occurs in a late commentary 
ascribeu to Tse-sse, the CTandson of Confucius, 
not in the text. Nevertheless, it is probable that 
the dualistic theory of the yin and the yang was 
known before Confucius, at least its fundamental 
outlines. The dual forces precede the five elements, 
which are evolved from them. The yang is regarded 
as the bright, male, active, generative essence, the 
yin as the dark, female, passive, and receptive one. 
Yang is embodied in hea/en and the celestial 
bodies, yin in earth with all her products. There 
is an interaction of both in thunder and lightning, 
in wind and rain, heat and cold, in the courses of 
the sun and the moon. 

In ancient Chinese philosophy we have two 
distinct and opposed schools of thought, the one 
practical, realistic, and agnostic, the other ideal- 
istic and transcendeptal — Confucianism and Tao- 
ism. There are besides quite a number of inde- 
pendent philosophers, who hold views agreeing 
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with neither the one nor the other of these schools, 
and whom we may denote as ‘heterodox,’ The 
preponderance of Confucianism is, however, so 
marked that, from a Chinese point of view, only 
Confucianism would he considered as orthodox 
philosophy, and Taoism would be heterodox. 
Foreigners do not accord this pre-eminence to 
Confucianism, and hold that both schools of 
thought have contributed equally to the formation 
of the Chinese mind. 

I. Confucianism. — Confucianism may be called 
a philosophy or a religion, although it just lacks 
that part of religion which in our opinion is 
essential — metaphysics. Its founder, Confucius 
(651-479 _B.C.), is neither a great philosopher nor a 
theoi'ist in ethics, but a practical moralist who has 
impressed his countrymen by his personal char- 
acter no less than by his common sense. He did 
not ivish to propound new and original ideas, but 
to propagate those of the ancients, for whom he 
felt the greatest reverence, holding that his contem- 
poraries had degenerated from the ideal state of 
civilization in primitive times. For this purpose 
he edited the old books supposed to contain the 
noble thoughts of former sages, which thus became 
the classical works of Chinese literature. As a 
teacher he inculcated practical wisdom, philoso- 
phizing with his disciples on all questions concern- 
ing the moral conduct of the individual and the 
good government of the State. His disciples took 
note of his characteristic utterances, which subse- 
quently were published as the Lun-yii, or the Con- 
fucian Analects, and are our chief source of his 
teachings. He limits himself to ethics, refraining 
from all metaphysical speculations, in which he 
does not take the slightest interest. We do not 
know his reasons for this ; he may have thought 
such speculations useless or transcending the 
human intellect. As regards popular beliefs and 
customs, he shows a benevolent neutrality. He 
advises his adherents to follow the old usages, 
sacrificing to the spirits and the souls of the 
departed as though they were present, and he 
believes in a superior being, whomhe calls Heaven, 
and a just fate, but he positively declines to speak 
on supernatural things. It is not correct, there- 
fore, to make Confucius responsible for the worship 
of nature — the old popular religion of China — and 
to call all these superstitious practices Confucian- 
ism. Confucius is merely concerned with ethical 
problems, as also is his follower, Mencius, and is 
utterly indifferent to all higher speculations, 
philosophical as well as religious. 

The Confucian ethics are eudsemonistio, for Con- 
fucius holds that by good actions one acquires 
happiness, whereas bad actions rouse the ire of 
heaven and bring down punishment on the guilty. 
In this respect he is a convinced optimist, in spite 
of all the unfortunate experiences which he under- 
went during his life. Man is in possession of a 
moral sense sometimes obscured by his passions, 
but he may overcome these by intelligence, 
Virtue is the smnmum honum and the source of 
all happiness. It may be learned by study and 
self-culture. Every one should strive to become 
a chiin-tsc, a superior man who possesses the live 
cardinal virtues and all the accomplishments of 
a perfect gentleman. These five virtues are : 
benevolence, justice, decency, -wisdom, and truth- 
fulness. The cornerstone of Confucian ethics is 
filial piety (y.v.) — the love which children owe to 
their parents even beyond the grave, and on which 
is based ancestor-worship (q.u.). In close relation 
to this virtue is respect of seniors. Courage and 
loyalty to one’s sovereign are likewise reputed 
virtues. For the sovereign, the parents, and the 


teacher one may eventually be obliged to sacrifice 
one’s life. The five relations regulate the duties 


between the different classes, which are : ruler and 
subject, father and son, older and younger brother, 
husband and wife, friend and friend. As a general 
principle applicable to all relations, Confucius 
established the Golden Rule ; ‘ What you do not 
want done to yourself do not do to others’ (Anal. 
XV. _23). _ That Confucius was not a narrow-minded 
nationalist may be gathered from his saj'ing that 
‘All men between the four seas are brethren.’ 
In politics Confucius advocates an enlightened 
despotism, ^ Recent efforts of young Chinese to 
represent him as sponsor for republicanism have 
failed. The possibility of such an institution as 
democracy was not even thought of in his time. 
Confucius would have seen in it a subversion of all 
true relations. The prince has to work for the 
welfare of his people and to lead them to virtue by 
his good example. His subjects have to serve him 
and obey his commands. Government is not their 
busiiiess, but must be left to their ruler, who is 
appointed by heaven, and to his ministers. In 
strong contrast to Taoism, Confucius laj’s great 
emphasis on culture and study ; even virtue can 
be learned. 

In the Great Learning, a short ethico-political 
treatise ascribed to Tse-sse, the grandson of the 
sage, the self-culture of the individual has to start 
from an insight into the nature of things, followed 
by a study of ancient customs and literature. 
The individual thus having become cultivated, his 
whole family imitates him, and, when all clans 
and families are well ordered, the State is well 
governed. The ultimate aim is universal peace 
among all the nations. 

The third classical text of Confucianism is the 
Doctrine of the Mean. The author, Tse-sse, first 
takes a somewhat higher flight, which in its \yo_rd- 
ing at least savours a little of Taoism, describing 
the equilibrium of mind in its original state before 
its passions have been stirred. The rest of the 
book is in the less pretentious style of iho Analects. 
See also artt. CONFOCIAN RELIGION, CoNFtJClDS. 

As Socrates found a Plato and Christ a Paul 
who explained and furtlier developed tlie teachings 
of their masters, so Confucius found in Mencius 
(372-289 B.C.), the second sage, as he was called 
afterwards, his ablest exponent. In longer dia- 
logues he defends Confucianism against the objec- 
tions raised against it, with great dialectical skill 
and in a brilliant style, strongly contrasting by its 
vividness with the self-control and dispassionate- 
ness of his master. Mencius is a greater pliilosoplier, 

a more profound thinker, and a better theorist 
than Confucius. He tries to deduct from general 
principles the conceptions which Confucius takes 
as given or self-evident. So he derives the four 
cardinal virtues — benevolence, justice, decency, 
and wisdom — from the feelings of compassion, 
shame, reverence, right and wrong. These virtues 
are innate in man, but he must preserve them oy 
constant practice. Human nature is the gut oi 
heaven, and therefore originally good, but it can 
be corrupted. Mencius himself originated a theory 
of passion-nature, dealing with human passions. 
His political vieivs were much more democratic 
than those of Confucius. He ranked the sovereign 
below the people, and even admitted that a ha 
ruler might be assassinated by a ‘minister oi 
heaven.’ See, further, art. Mencius. 

With Mencius Confucianism was practically 
completed. Later Confucianists of the 
like Tung Chung-shu, Lu Chia, Chia I, Fan 1 , 
and Yang Hsiung, did not carry it much fanner. 
For many centuries the question of the goodnes 
or badness of human nature was hotly dehateu. 

Hsun K'uang of tlie 3rd cent. B.C. be^Jiiat the 
nature of man at his birth is evil, and that urtae 
is artificial, not natural. Othenvise he laid tuo 
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chief stress on the ceremonial side of Confucianism. 
He was of a practical and unimafjinative turn of 
mind. Before Mencius was, so to speak, discovered 
^ Chu Hsi, and raised to the rank of a sage, 
H^siin ICuang was on a level with Mencius in 
public estimation. 

The philosopher Kao-tse, a contemporary of 
Mencius who quotes him, held that there is no 
difference between good and bad. Tung Chung- 
sliu (2nd cent. B.C.) and Yang Hsiung (53 b.c.-a.d. 
18) both assert that human nature is partly good 
and partlj' bad, and that the development in either 
direction depends upon environment. 

2. Taoism.— Between Taoism and Confucianism 
there is the greatest possible contrast ; they are, 
as it were, two different worlds. Whereas Con- 
fucianism teaches a practical morality, insisting 
on the different virtues, assigning to man his 
position in the family and the State, regulating 
his life in his diverse spheres by strict rules, _ and 
eschewing all speculations on the essence of things, 
Taoism turns away from this busy world, evincing 
a distinct ascetic tendency and endeavouring to 
grasp the primary cause of existence by intuition 
and mysticism. Hence it is not proper to maintain 
that both systems logically run together. A Con- 
fucianist may believe in the old philosophy of 
nature already in existence before the two schools 
were established, but this agreement does not 
remove the fundamental differences between the 
two rival philosophies, just as an idealist does not 
become a materialist by accepting the natural 
sciences based on materialistic principles. The 
Taoist writers themselves show their antagonism 
to the Confucian doctrine by their violent attacks 
on Confucius. 

The Taoists claim the legendary emperor Huang- 
ti as the first advocate of their dogmas, and they 
often couple his name with that of Lao-tse. No 
sayings of Huang-ti are recorded, but it is not 
impossible that Taoist thought existed before Lao- 
tse, the founder of Taoism. Lao-tse is supposed 
to have been born in 604 B.C., so he would have 
preceded Confucius by half a century. The 
genuineness of his _ work, the Tao-teh-king, has 
■ been called in question by some sinologists, but on 
insufficient grounds. Many scholars regard Lao- 
tse’s book as the most wonderful production of the 
Chinese mind ; others hold that its value has been 
greatly exaggerated. Judgments will vary ac- 
cording ns the critics themselves lean to pantheism 
and mysticism or are sober-minded and matter-of- 
fact. At all events the book seems to have a 
fascinating influence, which is shown by the fact 
that we have about fifteen or more translations, 
and they have not yet stopped. The best trans- 
lations are those of Julien, Chalmers, von Strauss, 
and Legge. 

Lao-tse’s system is pure pantheism and mysti- 
cism, and is fully treated under the title Mysti- 
cism (Chinese). 

The fundamental thoughts of Lao-tse were de- 
veloped by later Taoist writers. The oldest of 
them is Lieh-tse, who lived in the 5th century. 
His existence has been denied by some sinologists, 
but it is well established by utterances of many 
ancient authors and by his work, which is much 
too original to be a later forgery. Lieh-tse is 
concerned with the philosophy of nature, and his 
doctrine has been characterized ns naturalism. He 
regards nature as an eternal circle of growing and 
decaying caused by an occult force. Life and 
death alternate, but there is no absolute annihi- 
lation, no beginning and no end. Lieh-tse was 
aware of the so-called antinomies of time and 
space, and in contradistinction to Kant he holds 
that infinity alone is possible. All living beings, 
being created from the same primordial substance, 


are nearly related, and there is no fundamental 
difference between man and animals. In a some- 
what fantastical theory on the descent of man 
Lieh-tse gives a list of all our animal ancestors. 
He assumes an intuitive knowledge, independent 
of the senses, but the highest knowledge of Tao 
cannot be expressed by words. Through a con- 
centration of will-power and a mystical com- 
munity with Tao one may obtain magical forces, 
transcend the natural laws, and become an im- 
mortal. 

Whereas Lieh-tse is chiefly interested in the 
philosophy of nature, Chuang-tse (3rd cent.) deals 
with the philosophy of mind. His writings 
are a mixture of mysticisni and doubt, of seri- 
ousness and humour. He is as much a poet as 
a philosopher, a most ingenious thinker, more 
idealistic and abstruse than Lieh-tse, and conse- 
quently much harder to understand. According 
to Chuang-tse, our common judgments are wrong. 
A wise man discards all the contrasts based on 
sense-perception, even the difference between the 
perceiving subject and the perceived object. The 
ego and the world are one and the same. All 
contrasts are blended in Tao. This is what 
Chuang-tse calls the ‘identity of contraries ’—a 
theory scientifically developed in Schelling’s philo- 
sophy of identity. If by mystical intuition the 
sage becomes one with Tao, he sees that a difference 
between subjeet and object does not exist. He 
severs himself from his own self and becomes a 

S assive vessel of Tao, the mirror of the eternal. 

mowing that Tao alone has real existence, he 
looks upon life as an empty semblance, as the 
phantasmagoria of a wild dream. 

Han-fei-tse (3rd cent.) tried to utilize Taoist 
principles for the theory of government and the 
management of State affairs. His ideal is an iiTe- 
8j)onsible despotism. The ruler is not to act him- 
self ; he may enjoy the mt-wei, but he must have 
responsible organs to mete out rewards and 
punishments. 

The work which goes under the name of Huai- 
nan-tse (2nd cent. B.C.), but perhaps was composed 
by Taoist adepts in his seiwice, deals with the 
activities of the primary force and natural pheno- 
mena, and is our oldest source on Taoist cosmogony, 
astrology, and alchemy. In later Taoism these 
sciences are cultivated chiefly, and purely philo- 
sophic disquisitions are not much appreciated. 

3. Heterodox philosophers. — During the latter 
part of the Chow dynasty there existed in China a 
very active literary spirit and many more schools 
of thought than Confucianism and Taoism, which 
alone survived and supplanted all the others. Of 
most of these heterodox philosophers only scanty 
remains are preserved, and it is difficult to know 
what their teachings really were. 

Yang Chu (4th cent. B.C.) founded a school of 
pessimism and egoism. His bitterness is the 
result of the miseries of life, which in his opinion 
by far outweigh its charms. This world, where 
the virtuous are unhappy and the wicked thrive, 
cannot be governed by any higher ethical principle. 
Man should not strive for unattainable ethical 
ideals, thus losing the little enjoyment left him, 
but should live in accordance with his nature, 
making the best of his poor existence. He may 
help his follow-creatures, but not to the excess of 
self-sacrifice, since his o\ra sufferings are already 
hard enough. Yang Chu teaches the Horatian 
‘ Carpe diem,’ but, like Epicurus, deprecates all 
excesses and advises moderation and equanimity. 

M6 Ti (4th and 6th cent. B.C.) was the counter- 
part of Yang Chu, an extreme altruist and 
optimist. Ho admitted the evils of the world, but 
held that their root was the want of love and 
sympathy for one’s neighbours. Universal love 
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and self-sacriftce would cause all the calamities to 
disappear and re-organize society. MS Ti attacks 
aggressive wars with the same arguments as are 
used by the pacifists of our time. The argumenta- 
tion throughout his work, which has come down to 
us, is logical and well to the point. Owing to this 
doctrine of universal love, M 6 Ti has been desig- 
nated_ ‘ the Christ of China.’ Like Yang Chu, he 
was vigorously condemned by Mencius, who feared 
that this doctrine would loosen the family ties, 
Confucianism according more love and sympathy 
to blood-relations than to strangers. M5 Ti 
favours equality of all citizens, and shows social- 
istic tendencies. He objects to luxury and extrava- 
gance, especially as often shown in funerals, and 
recommends economy. Rejecting the theory of a 
predetermined fate, he has a strong faith in the 
]ust rule of gods and spirits rewarding good 
actions and punishing bad. The school of MS Ti 
split into three branches, hut we do not know 
anything more about them. 

Another school of thought that flourished be- 
tween the 6 th and 4th centuries B.C. was that of 
the dialecticians, or logicians, if we may use this 
term. The Chinese never have developed a com- 
plete science of logic, but we find some germs from 
which it might have been evolved. Yin Wfin-tse 
(4th cent. B.C.) made some investigations on the 
parts of speech and their logical functions. With 
the dialecticians (ming-cMa) the Chinese class the 
sophists (pien-shih). They are famous for their 
love of argument and for their strange sayings or 
paradoxes, which, however, hide deep truths. 
The earliest seems to be T 6 ng Hsi ( 6 th cent. B.c.), 
whose paradoxes do not diner much from those 
of the Taoists. He professes a peculiar theory of 
laiowledge : instead of using one’s own senses, one 
ought to see uith the world-eye, to hear with the 
world-ear, and to think with the world-intellect — 
i.e., a mystical knowledge should be acquired by a 
complete identification of one’s self with Tao, or 
the absolute. 

The sophist Hui Shih (4th cent.) is known to us 
from Chuang-tse, who frequently disputed with 
him and speaks of him udtli great respect. Hui 
Shih must have been a prolific writer : his works 
are said to have filled several carts ; it is the more 
to he regretted that a number of paradoxes recorded 
by Chuang-tse are all that we know of bis work, j 
From these aphorisms it appears that Hui Shih j 
denies the reality of time and space, and attempts 
to dissolve all contraries. His starting-point, 
however, is not Tao, but the infinitely small and 
slie infinitely great, from which Zeno and many 
other idealistic philosophers have tried to disprove 
the reality of our world. 

We can form a fairly good idea of how Chinese 
sophists would argue from the few chapters of 
Kung-sun Lung (3rd cent. B.C.) which are still 
extant. In question and answer, thesis and anti- 
thesis, he proves that a white horse is no horse. 
His treatise on the ‘hard and white’ touches an 
important question of the theory of knowledge. 
He holds that the qualities of things, such as hard 
and white, have only an intermittent existence. 
When not perceived by us, they are in abeyance, 
they separate, or hide. 

The last great thinker of the early epoch of 
Chinese philosophy is Wang Ch'ung (A.V. 27-97), 
who far surpasses Confucius and Mencius as a 
metaphysician. He regards himself as a Con- 
fucianist, but the Chinese usually take Mm for an 
eclectic, and we shall not be far uTong in calling 
him the greatest Chinese sceptical philosopher. 
He shows liis scepticism and brilliant critical 
genius in exposing the errors and superstition.” of , 
his countrymen. His own philosophy a kind of j 
materialistic monism akin to that of Epicurus and I 


Lucretius. In liis system the pin and pang are 
material substances, as water and Ere. Tlieir 
movements are_ spontaneous, subject to certain 
laws, but there is no intelligence, no superior bein’' 
holding the universe in his sway. The pin forms 
the human body, the pang the soul. At death 
they are scattered again. The human soul is no 
more immortal than that of animals. Many 
reasons are given against the belief in immortality. 
Nevertheless, Wang Ch'ung believes in ghosts and 
demons as an effluence of the fiery pang fluid, and 
in other portents and omens produced in a natural 
way. He still clings_ to fate and predestination, 
but he has materialized fate, regarding it as a 
quantity of the original heavenly fluid with wliich 
man is imbued at his birth. Wang Ch'ung is much 
more critical and scientific than other Chinese 
philosophers, and, as far as possible, bases his 
arguments on experience. 

From the time of Wang Ch'ung Chinese philo- 
sophy was in a state of torpor for nearly a 
millennium. Some philosophical books were 
written, but the ivriters contented themselves 
chiefly rvith expanding and commenting upon 
older works. It was the age of commentators, 
devoid of new and original ideas. Independent 
thought was smothered by the authority of Con- 
fucianism, which passed for the acme of wisdom, 
and which nobody dared to oppose. At last a new 
impetus was given to mental philosophy in the 
11th cent. A.D. by the Sung philosophers. 

4 . Sung philosophy. — Chou Lien-ch'i (1017-73) 
was the first to revive the study of the philosophy 
of nature. Taking the commentaries of the 
Vi King as a basis, he wrote a very short mono- 
graph on the primary cause or the first principle, 
t'ai-chi, from which pin and pang were evolved, 
which produced the universe. Chou Lien-ch'i’s 
ethics are quite Confucian, whence this wholeschool 
has been denoted as Neo-Confucianism. Chang 
Ming-tao and the two brothers, Ch'gng Hao and 
Ch'Ong I, followed in the same line of thought, but 
were eclipsed by a pupil of Ch' 6 ng Hao, Clm Hsi 
(1130-1200), the most illustrious of the Sung 
philosophers. 

Chu Hsi began his w'ork as a commentator. His 
commentaries on the four classics are excellent, and 
enjoy almost as much fame as the old texts them- 
selves. His annotations on the writings of his 
four predece.ssors became the nucleus of his own 
metaphysical productions. He did not make a 
systematic digest of his system, but his disciples 
■were in the habit of noting down the conversations 
that they had with their master, and_ Chu Hsi 
himself wrote innumerable letters to his friends 
and pupils, in which he discusses philosophical 
questions, replying to their inquiries, setting 
I doubts at rest, or refuting objections. From these 
notes and letters we gather the impression ^that 
there was an active philosophical life in China 
during the Sung dynasty similar to that of the 
Greek philosophical schools. It was only after the 
death of Chu Hsi that all these notes and letters 
were collected and published. In 1713 all the 
philosophical writings of Chu Hsi were revised and 
systematically arranged by order of the Manchu 
emperor K'ang Hsi. , , -u 

Chu Hsi’s philosophy is duahstic and has been 
compared with Cartesianism. He supposes two 
fundamental principles, matter {cKi) and twson 
(«), of which the latter takes precedence. Ihey 
■were already united in the primary cause or tiie 
absolute, from which the pm and pang ‘he 
whole universe were evolved. _ ;Vng Lhw,, 
knows but one materialistic principle ; Ohu n 
acknowledges a spiritualistic one too. It 
life and the human mind, at ^east its supen 
part, intelligence. Death causes a dissolntio 
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the hody and the mind, the one returning to earth, 
the other to heaven, whence they came. Immor- 
tality is out of the question. 

This philosophy is known hy the name hsing-li, 
‘human nature and reason.’ It found so many 
adherents that in 1415 the third emperor of the 
Ming dynasty could make a collection of the 
principal writings of this character — a systematic 
digest embracing the works of 120 scholars. It is 
a complete philosophical enoyclopsedia with the 
following sections : cosmogony, spiritual powers, 
metaphysics, first principles, sages, literati, educa- 
tion, philosophers, successive generations, prin- 
ciples of rule, principles of government, poetry, 
and literature. This somewhat unwieldy compila- 
tion was revised in the 18th cent, hy an imperial 
commission and abridged. The new publication 
may be regarded as a handbook of the official 
philosophy of China. It is Confucianism as 
interpreted by Chu Hsi and supplemented with 
metaphysics, in which the original system was 
deficient. 

S. Opposition to the Sung philosophy. — ^The 
authority of Chu Hsi did not remain unchallenged. 
His opponents averred that he had misunderstood 
and misinterpreted the Confucian classics. Lu 
Chiu-yiian (1140-92) opposed him on the ground 
that Chu Hsi had exaggerated the importance of 
education from without and mere learning, and 
that the rectification of the heart was the chief 
thing. Self-cultivation and subjective education 
were alone essential. It must be admitted that 
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PHILOSOPHY (Egyptian). — i. The tradition. 
— ^The Greek writers, from Homer and Herodotus 
downwards, are almost unanimous in their praise of 
the wisdom of the Egyptians, thereby perpetuating 
a firmly-rooted opinion of which far earlier testi- 
mony may be found in the Hebrew literature. At 
first, it is true, this wisdom is of a very ill-defined 
quality ; in the book of Kings (1 K 4^“) it means 
proverbial lore, while to Homer {Od. iy. 229-232) 
it signifies skill in medicine. In later times, how- 
ever, it becomes increasingly clear that what is 
meant is not merely mental attainments of a 
superficial and practical kind, hub the possession 
of profound philosophical views. We have the 
authority of such ivriters as Diodorus, Plutarch, 
and Strabo for the fact that eminent Hellenic 


Chu Hsi’s highly-developed metaphysical system 
is alien to primitive Confucianism, which is only- 
ethical. 


The dispute Avent on, some scholars taking the 
side of Chu Hsi, others opposing him, others again 
endeavouring to reconcile the tivo conflicting 
views. Among all the antagonists of Chu Hsi, 
Wang Yang-ming (A.D. 1472-1528) is the most 
successful. He holds that the great learning of 
Chu Hsi is of no use, that he merely explains the 
words of the classical texts, but misses the mean- 


ing. His own purelj' idealistic philosophy is 
founded on the original nature of man as described 
in the Doctrine of the Mean. He vindicates for 
man a sort of intuitive faculty which may be 
obscured temporarily by passions, but is always 
there. It is the source of all knowledge, for it 
creates the external things and thus resembles the 
absolute of modern philosophy. 

Both Chu Hsi and Wang Yang-ming were 
acquainted ivith Buddhist thought and to some 
extent were influenced by it. Their -writings are 
much studied in Japan, where they became the 
heads of tivo rival schools of philosophy. 

With Wang Yang-ming the productivity of 
Chinese philosojiliy again ceases, and it is passing 
once more through an ebb-tide at present. Signs 
of another renaissance, hoivever, are not ivanting. 
In recent years the Chinese have become interested 
in European philosophy, and it is to be expected 
that the many new ideas derived from this source 
will prove to them a stimulus to original research. 
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philosophers and statesmen like Solon, Thales, 
Pythagoras, Democritus of Abdera, and Plato sat 
at the feet of Egyptian priestly teachers, some of 
whose names have oeen handed down (conveniently 
collected in G. Parthey’s ed. of Plutarch, de Iside 
et Oitriffe, Berlin, 1850, pp. 182-186); and in the 
Avorks of Plutarch and lambliohus Ave find many 
philosophical explanations that are attributed to 
the priests of Heliopolis, Thebes, and Sais. 

2 . The native evidence.— The study of the hiero- 
glyphic literature cannot fail to dissipate com- 
pletely this cherished illusion concerning the 
profundity of the Egyptian philosophy, though it 
must not be denied that the surviving evidence 
is exceedingly scanty and one-sided. To take an 
instance from a quite different sphere, it is knoAvn 
for certain that the Egyptians codified their laAVS : 
and yet not one scrap of a laAV-book has come 
doAvn to ns. Why, then, it may be asked, is it 
not justifiable to suppose that the Egyptians did 
possess profound philosophical systems, of Avhich 
the Avritten record, if ever there Avas any, is noAV 
lost? This supposition, it may not unreasonably 
be argued, is required to explain the Greelt 
tradition. 

No hypothesis of this kind is likely to AA’in much 
support from hieroglyphic students, for, judged by 
Greek standards, the texts Avhich Ave possess can- 
not conceivably be placed on any very high level. 
Most scholars Avould agree Avith the verdict that the 
Egyptians shoAv no real love of truth, no desire 
to probe into the inner nature of things. Their 
minds were otherwise oriented : a highly gifted 
people, exhibiting talent in almost every direction, 
their bent Avas toAvards material prosperity and 
artistic enjoyment ; contemplation and thought 
for their oAvn sake — necessities to the peoples of 
Greece and India — Avere alien to the temperament 
of the Egyptians. Plato_ once liberates himself 
from the prevailing tradition to say, Avith much 
truth, that love of knoAvledge Avas the character- 
istic of the Hellenes, Avhile the characteristic of 
the Phoenicians and Egyptians was the love of 
Avealth {Rep. iv. 436). 

This generalization, of course, is merely com- 
parative : the Egyptians possessed a didactic 
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literature, which no doubt satisfied the same kind 
of need in Egypt as the works of the Greek 
philosophers and scientific men did in Greece ; but 
it never rises above the immediate requirements of 
everyday life. There is nothing earlier than the 
Middle Kingdom; but from that period onward 
we possess books of maxims and counsels addressed 
by aged Pharaohs to their successors {The Instruc- 
tion of Amenemmes, The Instruction of Akhthoi), 
advice to magistrates about to take office {The 
Installation of the Vizier Rekhmere), more general 
books of precepts {The Instruction of Ptahhotpe, 
The Maxims of Any), praise of the scribe’s voca- 
tion, based on disparaging descriptions of otlier 
professions, books on medicine and mathematics, 
and lists of words classified according to sense. 
There are poems of sceptical tendency, dwelling on 
the brevity of life, and exhorting men to eat and 
drinkj for they must soon die; and poems of 
opposite tendency, exalting death and the west, 
where deliverance from suffering may be found. 
One class of composition bears a superficial re- 
semblance to the Platonic dialogues ; a short 
narrative introduces a certain situation, the prob- 
lem of which is then treated in rhetorical speeches. 
Among these are the conversation between a 
misanthrope and his soul on the value of life, the 
reflexions of a robbed peasant on human injustice, 
and the admonishments addressed by a sage to a 
lax king reigning over a ruined Egypt. None of 
these writings inspires us ■with a very great respect 
for Egyptian profundity of thought, though they 
display a certain practical perspicacity and worldly 
wisdom. Above all, they nave often considerable 
poetical merit. In a word, they are to be com- 
pared with the Wisdom literature of the Hebrews, , 
tliough they cannot he said to rise to the same i 
heights of grandeur and spirituality. 

The religious literature of Egypt shows a 
stronger leaning to speculation than the secular 
works, due to a confusion of contradictory myths 
and attributions which must have been intolerable 
to the more learned priests. Cosmogony has the 
same purpose as philosophy — an explanation of the 
universe ; and in Egypt it might, under more 
favourable circumstances, have resulted in true 
philosophy. We have one exceptional inscription 
from Memphis, the late copy of a very early docu- 
ment, in which Ptah appears as All-creator : out 
of him arose Horns as ‘ heart ’ or ‘ understanding ’ 
and Thoth as ‘ tongue ’ or ‘ speech ’ ; and from the 
interaction of these two, explained in some detail 
and with some subtlety, all things came into exist- 
ence. This account has been recently shown to be 
only the variant of the old Heliopolitan dogma 
that received Atum, the sun-god, as the Creator, 
aided by Hn, ‘commanding utterance,’ and Sia’, 
‘understanding’ — deities who were emanations of 
himself (see art. Peksonifigation [Egyptian], 
p (6) 3f.). Again, sporadic passages in the texts 
identify Osiris with water or vegetation, Seth with 
evil, Re" with light, and so forth ; these rational- 
izations might, in more systematic hands, have 
become stepping-stones towards a philosophy like 
that of earlier Ionia. 

About the year 1375 B.c. a religious revolution 
took place which completely contradicts all that 
has been said above concerning the Egyptian 
temperament, and which, unless the baseless 
theory that it was due to foreign influence prove 
true, can only be ascribed to the individual genius 
of a very exceptional man. Akhnaton, as he 
called himself later, was the son of Amenophis ill., 
one of the most powerful of the Pharaohs, and of 
Queen Tiyi, the daughter of a priest ; his portraits 
represent him ivith an abnormally-shaped head on 
a deformed, emaciated body, whence some have 
imagined that he may have been an epileptic. 


Already in the time of Amenophis in. we can 
detect a growing reverence for the sun as a celestial 
body, distinct fi’om the traditional sun-god 
Atum of Heliopolis ; nor is it impos.sible, as J, H. 
Breasted has suggested, that the extension of the 
Egyptian rule both in Syria and in Nubia may 
have made felt the need of such a univereal 
omnipotent deity. Be this as it may, the propava- 
tion of the new cult was due to the fervour of the 
young king Akhnaton ; not long after the begin- 
ning of his reign he broke completely away from 
the faith of his forefathers, forbade the worship of 
any other god than Aton, the solar disk, changed 
his name from Amenophis to Akhnaton (‘pleasing 
to the Aton ’), and moved his capital from Thebes, 
the town of the hated but powerful deity Amun, 
to a new site near the modem village of Amama 
in Middle Egypt. The suppression of all other 
gods thus created an exclusive monotheism, but 
the new religion was far more than the mere 
exaltation of the old sun-god in the place of a 
complex pantheon. Though temple-worsliip and 
certain externals of the old rituals persisted, the 
anthropomorphic form of the god was replaced by 
a mere symbol representing the ball oi the sun 
spreading its rays, which are furnished with hands, 
in all directions ; in the magnificent hymns ad- 
dressed to the Aton all mj'thological traits are 
given up, and deep emphasis is laid on the life- 
giving attributes of light and warmth, to which 
all creation and all existence are ascribed. The 
intellectual character of the new faith is indicated 
by the name Shove, ‘the doctrine’; never, per- 
haps, in the world'^s history, except in the French 
Revolution, has so radical an attempt been made 
to enthrone a philosophy in the place of religion. 
But the time was far from ripe, and ‘ the doctrine ’ 
barely survived its author; a generation later 
Theban Amun is again all-powerful, and Egyptian 
religion has reverted to its traditional groove. 

The Bamessid dynasties show no new rational- 
istic developments; the Theban priesthood grows 
steadily in power, and theology appears to sub- 
merge all secular interests. About 1100 n.C. the 
high priests of Amun wrest the temporal power 
from the feeble hands of the Pharaohs, and_ under 
their weak rule is prepared a series of foreign in- 
vasions. At last Egypt becomes united again 
uncler a dynasty from Sais (XXVIth dynasty, 663- 
625 B.C.) ; this is a period of revival, when the art, 
the religion, and the political organization of the 
Old Kingdom are consciously copied, with little or 
no sign of innovation. Then comes the period of 
the Persian rule, followed by a momentary flicker- 
ing up of the old native culture; after ■"ducb 
Egypt passes under the sway of Alexander and his 
successors, when new intellectual influences are 
brought to bear on her, . 

Thus there ivas little scope, in the last centuries 
of Pharaonic rule, for the development of more 
truly philosophical standpoints. On the other 
hand, there are ample traces of a groiving mystical 
tendency, due no doubt to the desperate dUnculty 
felt by the exponents of so irrational a religion in 
keeping a hold on the popular faith. Enigmatic 
writing, increased symbolism, and the recruu- 
escence of early animal cults are symptonis oi 1 1 
times ; all these must have tended to enhance tiic 
awe -with which the priests were regarded. 

3 . Explanation of the tradition.— The GreeK 
tradition as to the wisdom of the Egyptians Jim 
its roots in the very real cultural achievements 
of that people in early times, coupled 
glamour of a high antiquity. Though our noffior- 
ities for the facts may not be very tnistworthy, i 
is quite possible that a number of Greek men o 
note went to Egypt and studied there. ey 
could hardly fail to learn much, but what uiey 
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learned was less plulosophy than the materials out 
of which philosophies could he constructed. The 
Egyptian religion, in particular, commanded the 
admiration of the Greeks, who mistook its crudities 
for disguised truths and its contradictions for 
paradoxes expressive of a deeper harmony. The 
wisdom of the Egyptians was mainly the wisdom 
of the Greeks read into the Egyptian myths. It 
has been truly remarked that, when the eclectic 
Plutarch discusses the character of the E^ptian 
gods, this agrees miraculously with the philosophy 
of Plutarch, and, when it is the Neo-Platonic 
writer lambliclius, his account accords strangely 
with the philosophic outlook of lamblichua. It is 
highly probable that the best-educated Egyptian 
priests of the Ptolemaic and Roman periods were 
imbued with Greek ideas, and imported these into 
the interpretation of their inherited religion. Thus 
Manetho (g.v.), who wrote a book in Greek about 
Egyptian religion (the'Irpi BI/3Xo5), was, according 
to Plutarch (ne Is. et Osir. 28), actually consulted 
by the first Ptolemy about matters connected with 
the introduction of the new god Sarapis. The 
introduction of this god was clearly an astute 
political move, an attempt to weld together Greek 
and Egyptian in a common worship ; the outward 
appearance of Sarapis was entrusted to the skill of 
the celebrated Athenian sculptor Bryaxis, and 
similarly, it would appear, the determination of 
his spiritual characteristics was settled in co- 
operation by Manetho and Timotheos, a Eumolpid 
of Eleusis. About 300 years later the sacred 
scribe Chaer6nion, an Egyptian, became the tutor 
of Nero ; he wrote much on Egyptian topics, and 
is known to have been a Stoic. 

The evidence that philosophy ever became, even 
in the Grmco - Roman period, a characteristic 
attainment of the Egyptian priests is very slight. 
Clement of Alexandria, quoting from an appar- 
ently trustworthy source, quotes 42 books of 
Hermes, which, he says, were absolutely necessary 
to the training of the jriests, and comprise ‘all 
the philosophy of the Egyptians’ (Strom, bk. vi. 
ch. IV.) ; among these are hymns and rituals, 
astrological, medical, and scientific books, and 
also works relating to the laws and the gods; 
there is nothing to indicate that they differed in 
their intellectual level from the books_ that have 
come down to us from this time in hieratic and 
demotic. In the temple of Edfu an inventory of 
the library is written upon the walls (see H. 
Brugsoh, Aegyptologie, Leipzig, 1897, pp. 156-158), 
and proves even more disillusioning ; most of the 
books named are magical treatises, together with 
a few rituals, catalogues, and astronomical books. 
The temple walls at this period are covered vdth 
masses of inscriptions, hymns, mythological 
matter, lists of places, lists of festivals, lists of 
temple property — nothing indicating a departure 
from earlier custom ; indeed, the language of 
many of the texts suggests that they are tran- 
scriptions or adaptations of books dating from the 
New Kingdom. 

4. Conclusion. — The depreciatory view of 
Egyptian intellectual achievement taken in this 
artide has been imposed by the exaggerations of 
Greek tradition and the unfounded claims which 
modem occultism has based upon it. But for these, 
the luxury of a more sympathetic appreciation 
might have been permitted us. The proper stand- 
ards of comparison are Babylonia and e.arly Syria ; 
here Egypt can hold her own. It is true that 
Babylon displays more method, more accuracy, 
more purely intellectual preoccupation ; but she 
lacks Uic poetry and the artistic genius of ancient 
Egypt, and, in the sphere of religion, she has no 
such momentous event to record as the reform of 
Akhnaton. 
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PHILOSOPHY (Greek).— The drift of the 
pre-Socratic philosophies of nature was towards 
r.ationalism, positivism, and the mechanical ex- 
planation of the universe. They sought to replace 
anthropomorphic gods by material causes. They 
asked, as Grote would put it, not ‘ Who rains ? ’ 
but, ‘ What is the cause of the precipitation of 
moisture?’ The principle, ‘Naught can come 
from or return to naught,’ rigidly applied, ex- 
cluded direct divine intervention. A.nd the 
I physician Hippocrates speaks in the spirit of this 
early ‘positivism’ when he objects to the term 
‘ sacred malady ’ on the ground that all diseases 
are equally ‘ diidue.’ The open avowal of agnosti- 
cism or atheism, however, was reserved for the 
more forward disciples of the age of the ‘ sophistic 
enlightenment.’ 'The chief pre-Socratics seem to 
have left room for the gods in their mechanical 
constructions, or at least to have ‘accommodated’ 
their language to popular religion. The saying, 
‘ All things are full of gods,’ is attributed to 
Thales (Aristotle, de Anima, 411* 8 ; cf. Plato, 
Laws, 899 B), and Cicero (rfe Nat. Deor. i. 25), 
doubtless wrongly, ascribes to him the doctrine 
that God is the mind which fashions the world out 
of water. Cicero and the doxographers, indeed, 
make gods of the first principles of all the pre- 
Socratics. For them the successive worlds that 
issue from Anaximander’s infinite are gods, and 
likewise the acr of Anaximenes, the fiery corona 
of Parmenides, and the reason (voOt) of Anaxa- 
goras. 

The name of Pythagoras (g.v.) is for us a mere 
symbol, standing in ito higher interpretation for 
the ideas of immortality, metempsychosis, and the 
systematic, ascetic cultivation within the soul of 
an order, harmony, and purity, corresponding to 
the like qualities in nature and God, while to 
the populace it signifies^ mysticism, thaumaturgy, 
and the survival of primitive prescriptions and 
tabus in respect of food, dress, and the conduct of 
life. We know little or nothing of pre-Platonic 
Pythagoreanism beyond the allusions in Heracli- 
tus and Xenophanes, and tlie undeniable influence 
of Pythagorean ideas upon Plato. But the subject 
has been hopelessly confused by the forged litera- 
ture and tradition that attribute to Pythagoras 
himself all Platonic developments of possible 
Pythagorean suggestions. 

The philosophic poet and satirist Xenophanes of 
Colophon is the first to assail popular anthropo- 
morphism directly (J. Ereudenthal, Ucher die 
Theologic des Xenophanes, Breslau, 1886). He 
will hear nothing of tlie mythological ‘ fictions of 
former men,’ which are no fit theme of rational 
discourse : 

*I( horses and oxen had hands to carve and paint, they 
would represent their pods in equine or bovine shapes’ (Diels, 
Die Fragments dcr Vorsokratiker^, 1. 60). ’Homer and Hesiod 
have attributed to the gods ail acts that are a disgrace and 
reproach among men— to steal, to commit adultciy, and deceive 
one another ' (m. p. 59 f.). 

With seeming verbal inconsistency he proclaims 
‘ one god supreme among gods and men,’ whom ho 
describes in language that wavers between mono- 
theism and pantheism. This deity may be vari- 
ously conceived as the world, the unity of ‘ being,’ 
or a monotheistic idealization of Zeus. Strictly 
speaking, it is impossible to reconcile, either in 
Xenophanes or in his successor Parmenides, the 
Eleatic pantheism and abstract monism with the 
retention of mythological language or the re- 
cognition of gods. But Parmenides’ poem, like 
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Shelley’s Queen Mab, begins with an imaginative 
flight through space under the guidance of a god- 
dess. He speaks of love as first-born of the gods 
(cf. Hesiod), places at the centre a daemon who 
governs or guides all things, and, according to 
Cicero, gives the name of ‘ God ’ to the corona of 
Are that girds the heavens {de Nat. Deor, i. H). 
See, further, loNic Philosophy, vol. vii. p. 417 f. 

The pregnant rhetoric of Heraclitus (q.v.) stimu- 
lates the modern imagination to the most varied 
interpretations. The cliird book of Ins work on 
nature is said by Diogenes Laertius to have dealt 
■with ‘ theology.’ He celebrates the eternal process, 
law or reason (Xdyor). He describes God in panthe- 
istic Emersonian antitheses as the identity of con- 
traries ( Diels®, i. 90 ft'., frag. 67). He contrasts the 
relativity and weakness of man with the divine to 
which all things are always fair and good {ib. frag. 
102). He personifies eternity (aWv) as a child 
playing at draughts with the world {ib. 52). He 
declares that the eternal wisdom is willing and 
unwilling to be called by the name of Zeus {ib. 32). 
Sprung from a priestly family and depositing his 
book in the temple of Artemis, he speaks w'ith 
respect of the Delphic Apollo {ib. 93) and the Sibyl, 
whose enigmatic style resembles his own {ib. 92). 
But, without attacking anthropomorphism in the 
uncompromising spirit of Xenophanes, he fiercely 
denounces the ceremonial purification of sin by the 
blood of victims {ib. 6), and the orgiastic rites of 
the new Asiatic Dionysiac cults {ib. 15). And he 
expresses infinite scorn for the false teachers 
Hesiod, Pythagoras, Xenophanes, and Hecatseus 
{ib. 40, 57). 

Empedocles {q.v.), as a jihilosophic poet, deified 
the four elements, the cosmic forces love and strife, 
and many other personified abstractions. His 
chief divinity seems to be the Splueros, or globular 
unity of the elements, from wtiich all things are 
evolved, and which the Neo-Platonists accepted as 
a symbol of the absolute One. Some fine lines on 
the spiritual nature of the godhead, however, are 
referred by our sources to Apollo (Diels®, i. 274, 
frag. 134). In his character of medicine-man, 
hierophant, and Pythagorean mystic, he taught 
doctrines of thauniaturgy, metempsychosis, and 
ceremonial purification, the compatibility of which 
with his philosophic system cannot be made out 
from the fragments. 

The atomic philosophy of Democritus [q.v.) 
leaves no place for the concrete supernatural, and 
his explanation of the origin of religion in mis- 
understood allegory or in primitive man’s fear of 
the thunder and the storm (Diels®, ii. 30, frag. 
76 f. ) presupposes the unreality of the popular gods. 
Conventional references in the ethical fragments 
to God and the divine and to the love of the gods 
for just men are of no significance {ib. frags. 175, 
217). More difficult to understand is the doctrine 
attributed to him of daemons or real aerial beings, 
beneficent and maleficent, long-lived but not 
immortal, from whom emanate images that pene- 
trate the minds of men {ib. frag. 166). ‘ Tele- 

pathy ’ could as easily be explained by the atoms 
then as it can by the analogy of wireless tele- 
- graphy to-day. And it may be that Democritus, 
unable to reject the evidence for supernatural 
visions and prophetic dreams, invented this way of 
reconciling them with the atomic physics and 
psychology. Lucian {Philopseudes, 32), however, 
praises Democritus as the thinker whose adaman- 
tine faith in natural law rejects a priori the possi- 
bility of supernatural apparitions. And it is ex- 
tremely probable that our authorities have given a 
superstitious colouring to some purely psychologi- 
cal theory of casual combinations of atoms finding 
their way into the mind. The interpretation of 
the prayer ‘to meet with propitious -visions’ is 


doubtful. In any case Democritus’ daemons must 
not be confounded with the Epicurean gods who 
inhabit the interspaces of the worlds. 

In contrast to these ‘random speakers,’ Aristotle 
{Met. 984'’ 15) praises as the first sober utterance 
the proclamation of Anaxagoras [q.v.) that yoOf, 
or reason, originally set in motion and reduced to 
order the indefinite homogeneity of chaos. But lie 
concurs ivith Plato {Pheedo, 98 f.) in the criticism 
that Anaxagoras failed to deduce the teleological 
applications of this principle and continued to ex- 
plain all things by mere mechanism. In spite of 
this, attempts have been made to refer directly 
or mdirectly to Anaxagoras the arguments from 
design attributed to Socrates in Xenophon’s Ifcmo- 
rabilia JF. Diimmler, Alcademika, Giessen, 18S9, 
sect. vi.). However this may be, the Athenian 
jurors who voted for the exile or death of Pericles’ 
philosophic friend saw in him the representative of 
atheistic science which dethroned Helios and 
Selene and pronounced the sun merely a red-hot 
stone. And Plato, both in the Apology (26 D) and 
in the Laws (967 C), makes regi-ettable concessions 
to this prejudice. 

In the loss of the writings of the sophists, we 
cannot reconstruct in detail the history of the 5th 
cent, enlightenment. But from Euripides, Aristo- 
phanes, Thucydides, and Plato it is amply apparent 
that all the ideas and tendencies of what we call 
an ‘ age of transition ’ were present. 

The national and local festivals, cults, shrines, 
and oracles, the religion of the dead, and the wor- 
ship of heroes still I'etained their hold upon the 
people. The immense place occupied by these 
things in the history of Herodotus may be held to 
indicate that the crisis of the Persian wars tempor- 
arily stimulated the popular faith in the super- 
natural. But the mythology of Homer and Hesiod 
'\vas no longer credible to educated men. It 
ofl'ended the developed ethical sense of the pious. 
It had never really met the needs of personal and 
emotional religion. In response to this need the 
6th cent, had witnessed, side by 8ide_ -ndtli^ the 
development of philosophic rationalism in Ionia, a 
revival or ne'w birth of mysticism and enthusiasm 
associated with tlie names of Orpheus, Muotus, 
and Pythagoras, and the union in the Elepsinian 
mysteries of the worship of Demeter and Dionysus 
(cf. J. E. Harrison, Prolegomena to (Neek Beligion, 
p. 646 If.), Modern critics style this_ movement a 
recrudescence of superstition or a spiritual awak- 
ening according as they are swayed by distaste for 
its irrational accompaniments or by sympathy for 
the underlying conceptions of salvation from sm, 
reconciliation -with God through dramatized and 
emotional forms of worship, and faith in the 
revelation of a judgment after death. 

The criticism of its fragmentary and doubtfuJiy 
authentic literary remains must be left to the 
philological specialist (see Diels®, ii. 1^3 If.; b- 
Abel, Orphica, Leipzig, 1885 ; E. M . Maas, 
Orpheus, Munich, 1895 ; Rohde, Psyche ; Harnson, 
Prolegomena-, p. 455 If.). 

The great extant poets of the first half of tJie 
5th cent, are neither philosophical rationalists nor 
corj'bantic revivalists ; they are conservative re- 
formers. Their endeavour is to preserve and 
purify the essential spirit of reverence and religion 
i-ather than either to encourage or satirize stipes 
stition, or to display their ingenuity m the attack 
or the defence of the mythological letter, in'j' " 
the temper of Pindar, riSschylus Sophocles, and 
Simonides, whom Gomperz {Greek 
tr., ii. 13) therefore calls ‘trimmers and Matthei 
Arnold ‘prophets of the imaginative 
the next generation, more consciously and pm 
sophically, this is the temper of Plato. 

Meanwhile the ‘enlightenment’ proceeds, de 
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veloping every shade of critical and sceptical 
opinion. The choiiis of iEschylus’ Agamemnon 
(370) barely alludes to one who denied that the 
‘ gods deigned to regard those by whom the sanc- 
tities of iioly things were trodden under foot,’ and 
the confident free-thinking of Sophocles’ Jocasta 
seems to heighten, if not to motivate, the dramatic 
irony of the ddnouement. But tlie disputatious 
personages of Euripides have all received the new 
education and, with little regard to dramatic veri- 
similitude or unity of msthetio and religious impres- 
sion, they bandy like shuttlecocks all the ideas 
which the philosophers, the mystics, or the sophists 
had put in circulation (P. Ddcharme, Enripide et 
V esprit de son thd&tre, Paris, 1893 ; A. W. Verrall, 
Euripides the Rationalist, Cambridge, 1895). 

It is superfluous to demonstrate, after Grote, 
that the sophists {g.v.) were not a school of pro- 
fessed atheists, or that they often used conven- 
tional and edifying language about the gods. It 
is enough to observe that the general eflect of their 
teaching was to unsettle the old bases of moral and 
religious conviction, while putting nothing in their 
place (Plato, Rep. 538 f.). 

This was the practical outcome both of their 
philosophy of relativity and of a higher education 
devoted wholly to rhetoric and the plausible ex- 
ploitation of opinion (H. von Arnim, Bio, Berlin, 
1893-96, Introd.). In recognizing this fact and 
tlie reaction which it provoked in Plato, we need 
not apologize for their persecution by Athenian 
orthodo.xy, or deny that their writings, if w-e pos- 
sessed them, might reveal the elements of a con- 
structive treatment of ethics and law on a purely 
scientific and positive basis. _ In fact, we have 
only fragments, titles, and conjectures. A treatise 
of Protagoras began w’ith the words : ‘ Of the gods 
I cannot know that they are or that they are 
not ’ (Diels’, ii. 229). Tradition adds that the book 
was Wrned and the author exiled ; and a fragment 
of Euripides’ Palamcdes, sometimes uncritically 
referred to Socrates, has been plausibly interpreted 
as an allusion to Protagoras (Gomperz, i. 440). In 
the Platonic dialogue which bears his name, how- 
ever, Protagoras represents justice as the gift of 
Zeus to mankind, and says that man by reason of 
his divine kinship is the only animal who knows 
and worships gods. Prom this Gomperz (i. 449) 
infers that he doubted not the existence of the 
gods, but the alleged proofs of it. Similarly 
Prodicus, who speaks with edification of the gods 
in the apologue of the Choice of Hercules, attributed 
to him by Xenophon, is credited with a purely 
rationalistic theory of the origin of religion. Men 
personified and deified all that helped and hindered 
them (Diels’, ii. 274). Prom this it is but a step 
to the doctrine of Critias expounded in a fragment 
of the Sisgphus (Diels’, ii. 320). Religion is the 
invention of a prudent statesman who, perceiving 
that law restrains men only from open wrong- 
doing, devised the idea of gods who know our 
inmost thoughts and purposes. And in a similar 
vein a chorus of Euripides, while expressing scant 
faith in miracles, adds : 


‘But dreadful myths are conducive to the w'Orship of the 
gods’ (Efrcf ra, 743 f.). 

* Tlie younger wits teach,' says Plato, in effect (x/Oirs, 889), 
* that religion, ethics and law are late products of convention 
and do not belong to the nature of tilings.' 


Law so analyzed ceases to coerce. The history 
of Thucydides exhibits naked human nature de- 
moralized by war and pestilence and incoercible 
by anj' restraints human or divine. The intellect- 
ualism of the author views with cold contempt all 
appeals from the calculus of political forces to 
invisible and ideal realities. Or at any rate he 
represents this hard positivism as the prevailing 
temper of the age, and so prepares us to understand 


the intensi^ of the reaction in Plato (see P. Sliorey, 
‘ Implicit Ethics and Psychology of Thucydides,’ 
Trans, of the American Philological Association, 
1893). 

Of the religion of Socrates {g.v. ) we Icnow nothing 
except that he W’as condemnocf to die for ooirupting 
the youth and introducing new gods, that he ac- 
knowledged the guidance of a familiar divine voice 
or inward monitor, and that by the testimony of 
Xenophon and Plato he worshipped the gods ac- 
cording to the law of the city and approved the 
consultation of the oracles in matters beyond the 
scope of human foresight. Xenophon’s account is 
coloured by his apologetic purpose, and attributes 
to Socrates his own favourite beliefs and somewhat 
old-fashioned religiosity. The daiptnov is a positive 
private oracle available for the practical concerns 
of friends, and not, as in Plato, the negative check 
of an inner spiritual tact. Socrates not onlj' re- 
pudiates, as he does in the Platonic Apo/oyy, special 
doctrines of Anaxagoras, but holds that prying into 
the secrets of nature is ollensive to the gods. And 
he elaborates the evidences of de.sign in the cosmos 
and in the body of man, in discourses the details 
of which Xenophon may have transcribed from 
some follower of Anaxagoras or Diogenes of Apol- 
lonia {Mem. i. 4, iv. 3). 

To the cheerful, conventional, and somewhat 
vague piety and the mainly ethical religion of 
Socrates, exhibited in his earlier dialogues, Plato 
(q.v.) adds ns the years go on an ever-deepening 
aversion to the irreverent and irreligious spirit of 
the age. The feeling culminates in the formal 
refutation of materialistic atheism set forth in the 
tenth book of the Laws : 

Religion is an essential bulwark of law and morality ; no one 
who possesses a sound and vital fnitli in the gods can voluntarily 
sin. The conscious sinner must either deny their existence or 
their providence or believe that the divine justice can be cor- 
rupted by saorilice or prayer. Atheism, however, is not alwn.vs 
the ofispring of licentiousness. It is in Athens the product of 
old books (880 Off.) that teach false conceptions of the gods, or 
of new pliiiosophies of nature that atllrm that matter is the 
primal reality and that morality, law, and religion are not 
nature but art— secondary conventions of man. The argument 
from design is not in itself suliicicnt to refute this form of 
scepticism (S80 A). It must be wet by a demonstration that the 
first causes of motion, soul and the functions of soul, are 
necessarily prior in the order of nature to matter and its 
qualities. 'This principle established, we may remind the 
sceptic that atheism, a malady incident to pert youth, has 
never retained its hold on any man through life. Doubts ns to 
the moral government of the world are to oe cured by reflexion 
on our own insignificance and the small part of the total order 
which we behold. And the minute providence and unswerving 
Justice of God may be deduced from tlie very idea of the 
divinity. 

These pages contain the germs of all future theo- 
dieics. Stoic and Christian, from Cleanthes to 
Maleliranche, Leibniz, Shaftesbury, and Pope. 
The honest sceptic who remains unconvinced by 
these arguments is confined five years in the House 
of Reformation and required to submit to instruc- 
tion for the ‘salvation of his soul.’ If then still 
recalcitrant, be is put to death. This boutade is 
hardly to be taken seriously, though it has greatly 
agitated modern liberal Platonists such as Grote, 
Mill, and Gomperz. More significant is Plato’s 
deliberate affirmation that the doctrine that the 
gods_ may be bribed by worship is worse than 
atheism. In the Republic, where the existence of 
the gods is assumed, the mythological religion of 
Homer is purified by theological canons to which 
all poets and teachers must conform : God is good 
and the author of good only (379 C ; cf. Cleanthes’ 
Ilymn). God is unchanging and never deceives 
(380 f.). Plato will accept any ‘accommodation’ 
to popular religion that does not compromise 
e-ssential ethical truth. In both the Republic (427) 
and the Laws (738_ B-C) it is assumed that his city 
will have a polytheistic cult with temples, precincts, 
ritual, festivals, and hero-worship of good men 
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approved by Delphi. He himself speaks of the 
Hesiodic gods with thinly veiled irony in the 
TimcBus (40 f.), and in the Fhccdrus (246(3) pro- 
nounces the very notion of an immortal animal a 
figment of the imagination. It is not true, as 
matter-of-fact interpreters affirm, that he believed 
in the literal divinity of the sun and the moon. 
He insists only that this universal frame, of which 
their ordered motions are so conspicuous a part, is 
not without an author : 

‘ Either the soul which moves the sun . . . resides within the 
circular and visible body ... or the soul provides herself with 
an external body ... or thirdly she guides the sun by some 
wonderful power. . . . And this' soul of the sun . . . whether 
taking the sun about in a chariot ... or acting from without, 
or in whatever way, ought by every man to be deemed a god* 
(iotos, 8B8 E-S!)9). 

From this the Neo-Platonists easily deduced 
three solar divinities. But the plain meaning is 
that Plato would rather leave the people their 
naive faith in Helios and his chariot than have 
them imbibe virtual atheism from Anaxagoras’ 
teaching that the sun is merely a red-hot stone. 
His temper is that of Matthew Arnold telling ns 
that, ‘compared with Professor Cliflbrd, Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey are masters of the philosophy 
of history’ {God and the Bible, London, 1894, p. 
x). His religion, if not the ‘ religion of all sensible 
men,’ is that of all cultured latitudinarians from 
Plutarch to Schleiermacher and Matthew Arnold 
himself. He is not a dogmatic monotheist only 
because his ' accommodations ’ are to Greek poly- 
theism and not to historical Christianity. He 
employs theistic langua^ in the fluid rhetorical 
manner of Seneca and Emerson. His God is in 
ethics the transcendental sanction of morality, and 
in cosmogony the limited deity of Mill’s posthumous 
essays — a demiurgic principle of order and harmony 
contending with recalcitrant ‘necessity.’ It is 
customary, however, to connect Plato’s theology 
more closely with his metaphysics than is here 
done. God is identified with the idea of good or 
with the One (see Shorey, ‘The Idea of (xood in 
Plato’s Republic,’ University of Chicago Studies in 
Classical Philology, i. 188, n. 2 ; T, Whittaker, The 
Neo-Platonists, (Jambridge, 1901, p. 37). The 
goodness of God is the first canon of theology, and 
the Demiurgus transforms chaos to cosmos out of 
his ungrudging goodness {Tim. 29 E; Boethius, 
Cons. Phil. 1 . 8 : ' insita surami forma boni ’). It 
is entirely possible, then, that in mystical or 
emotional passages the ‘good’ in Plato may be 
intended to suggest God. But the idea of good 
lias a definite logical meaning for ethics and politics 
(see SUMMUM BoNtiM), and it is confounding two 
different lines of thought to identify it with God. 
So of the One, The absolute metaphysical unity 
of the Parmenides resembles both the supreme god 
and the pure being of the ideas in that it is inefl'able 
and admits no predicates unless it be ‘existence.’ 
But the identification of this One with Plato's God 
in Neo-Platonic speculation is wholly uncritical. 
To metaphysics also belongs the ‘ problem ’ of evil. 
God being the author of good only, evil must be 
derived from metaphysical {Thecet. 176 A) or from 
physical necessity {Tim. 48). The Politicus de- 
scribes my tliical cycles in which the world is guided 
alternately by God and, in reverse motion. W 
innate desire (272 E). A passage of the Laws (896 E) 
admits the JManichman conception of an evil world- 
soul side by side with the good, and this is accepted 
by Plutarch as the authentic teaching of Plato. 
The freedom of the will is treated by Plato ethically, 
not metaphysically or theologically. ‘"Virtue is 
free’ {Ref. 617 E), but vice is involuntary (see 
AJPs X. [1889] 77). For the purposes of legislation 
he is a deterniinist {Laws, 861-864 C). Immortality 
is a rational hope (see Shorey, The Unity of Plato s 
Thought, Chicago, 1903, p. 41). The eschatological 


myths of the Gorgias, Phcedo, and Republic serve 
to confirm the hope and as supplementary sanctions 
of ethics (J. A. Stewart, The Myths of Plato 
London, 1905). Immortality is ‘proved’ in the 
Phcedo and Republic by supersubtie dialectic and 
in the Phcedrtis by the same argument tliat estab- 
lishes the existence of the gods in the Laws— the 
priority of soul as the first cause of motion. The 
doctrine of daemons— first appearing in Hesiod, 
and elaborated byXenocrates, Plutarch, the Christ- 
ian Fathers, and the Neo-Platonists— is for Plato 
a mythological fancy {Symp. 202 E). Lastly, the 
ever-recurrent gloss that the ideas are thoughts of 
God is merely a [flausible evasion of tlie difiiculty 
of recognizing more than one form of absolute 
being, and a convenient syncretistic device for 
reconciling Plato with Aristotle. 

That Aristotle {g.v.), like Shakespeare, recog- 
nized religion as a great fact, and that he paid 
formal respect to the established cult, hardly need 
be said (Ddcharme, p. 233 ; Zeller, Aristotle, Eng. 
tr., London, 1897, ii. 334 n.). His lost dialogues, 
composed under Plato’s influence, dealt with the 
immortality of the soul [Eudemus) and the truths 
of natural religion. The origin of the belief in 
gods was traced to the phenomena of dreams and 
enthusiasm, and the argument from design was 
illustrated in a brilliant passage quoted by Cicero 
{de Nat. Dear. ii. 37). In the extant OTiting-s 
however, there is little of Plato’s unction, and 
nothing of Plato’s fervent preoccupation with the 
reform of religion and its defence against the 
scepticism of the age. Personal immortality is 
nowhere affirmed (Zeller, ii, 133 f.), and, while the 
universal belief of mankind from of old is accepted 
as confirmation of abstract theism {de Ccelo, I. iii. 
6, ii. 12, Met. 1074’’), the ‘rest,’ he says almost in 
the tone of Critias, ‘ is mythical addition for the 
persuasion of the multitude and as a useful aid to 
the laws.’ Aristotle’s own ‘scientific theism 
(Zeller, i. 399) is an inference from his theory of 
the soul, his metaphysics, and his theory of the 
heavens. The key to his philosophy is the recog- 
nition of the irreconcilable conflict in his thought 
between empirical postulates and Platonic prin- 
ciples. The psychology of the logical works and 
of the Parva Naturalia is inductive and sensation- 
alistic. Both the conceptual major premisses and 
the highest regulative ‘ principles of sylloginug 
are derived by (a perhaps unconscious) induction 
from the impressions ana memory-images of sense. 
The highest reason (voDt) is in fact practically 
identical with this faculty of generalizing induction 
peculiar to man. The de Anima rests the possi- 
bility of a separable soul (not the mere entelechy 
of an organic body) on the existence of a thought 
that is not thus dependent on sense, or on 
images derived from sense. As the analysis pro- 
ceeds, this problematical thought is hunted from 
chamber to chamber of the supdiyided soul, ana 
finally takes refuge with the active intellect, wJiicn 
in the very act of thinking converts the 
intellect or potentiality of ideas into the 
contemplation of them. We may still ^k whether 
the active intellect is anything more than a para- 
phrase for ‘ man thinking ’ and whether image 
sense are not still the indispensable 
passive and, by consequence, of ^le active intell .. 
But, whatever our interpretation of 
of the de Anima, there emerges from *-he 
notion of a separable pure activity of thonob • 
whether personal or pantheistic. So in ---g 

physical theory of the universal, -f^)’® J"’,!’!"® 
Aristotle rejected the Platonic ideas ‘ 

universal does not exist before the pb^tmuhn-, bu 

in it, and is drawn ***®n’".^5r;«LtJe is 

This suffices for logic and et'Hcs. But 

unable or unwilling to apply this anti-PUton 
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rietv consistently to the ultimate problems of 
metaphysics. The name ‘ lirst essences ’ (sub- 
stances), no longer reserved for individual things, 
is now sometimes applied to abstract ideas. Tlie 
universal, the abstract, the ‘first essence,’ is tlie 
‘ form,’ or actualization, the union of which witli 
matter or potentiality is the particular. A doctrine 
of associationist nominalism might conceivably be 
stated in this terminology. But the scorned Pla- 
tonism takes its revenge, and leads Aristotle in his 
search for the absolute to postulate a form divorced 
from matter — an actuality correlative to no poten- 
tiality. We need not ask whether this actuality 
belongs to certain ideas only or to all universals 
taken as pure abstract essences. We have at any 
rate the problematical conception of the absolute 
and unrelated existence of ideas, forms, or thoughts. 
Lastly, in his theory of the world Aristotle postu- 
lated an eternal finite order in opposition to the 
infinite series and the cosmic evolutions of the pro- 
Socratics. He is sometimes called an evolutionist. 
But this is a misconception or an equivocation. 
Every individual thing, institution, and art-form is 
indeed for him the highest development contained 
in its germ. But the germ itself is a product not of 
evolution, but of an antecedent perfected individual. 
His mind was closed to any conception of develop- 
ment which presented the picture of a different 
world from that which he bad constructed. The 
chain of causation is limited by a finite space and 
a fixed eternal order. Within tliis order all changes 
are confined to the region below the moon, and are 
caused by the great revolution of the heaven and 
the obliquity of the ecliptic. The cause of these 
is the first and ultimate cause. Operating eternally 
and unweariedly, it cannot be material. It is 
pure actuality uninixed with potentiality. _ The 
convergence of these three lines of thought in the 
idea of God is indicated and assumed rather than 
explicitly stated in the Ethics and Metaphysics. 
God is pure thought and pure activity. His bliss 
from everlasting is the happiness of the thinker in 
the rare moments of highest contemplation (Met. 
1072^ Eth. Nic. ins'*). The content of this 
thought is Himself — the pure essences of the 
thoughts that constitute Him. There is nothing 
else that He could think -without derogation and 
subordination of the thinker to the purpose of his 
thought (Met. 1074*' 34). The universe is a har- 
monious whole, and, as Homer says, ‘ the rule of 
many is not good. Let one be ruler ’ (t6. 1076“ 4). 
The mode of God’s operation on the world may be 
illustrated by love (ib. 1072’’ 3). The beloved object 
moves, though unmoved itself, by the power of 
desire in the lover. God is the pi-ime mover be- 
cause He is the prvnum amahilc. He is, in Dante’s 
phrase, ‘L’amor die move il solo e I’altre stelle’ 
(Paraduso, xxxiii. 145). This is Aristotle’s theism. 
Neo-Platonic syncretism identified it with Platon- 
ism by the interpretation that the Platonic ideas 
are the thoughts of God. To trace its further influ- 
ence on mystic and speculative theology would 
exceed our limits. Nor can we do more than 
glance at the dillioulties that it presents (Cicero, 
ac Nat. Dear. i. 13). What is the relation of God, 
who moves tlie outer heavens, to the independent 
motor principles assumed to explain the movements 
of the planets’ What ground is there beyond the 
system-building instinct for i_dcntifying_the_ first 
cause of physical movement with the active intel- 
lect of the do Anima, or that with the ‘first 
essences’ of the ideas’ Is God ignorant of par- 
ticulars 1 Aristotle implies that He does not love 
man ns man loves Him — the disproportion is too 
great (Eth. Nic. 1133’’ 35). If His operation ceases 
with the rotation , of the heavens, how can benevo- 
lent design be attributed to Him or to nature ? But 
to ask these questions is to confine all metaphysical 


theology within the limits set by the emplncal 
understanding. 

_ The post-Aristotelian philosophies are of more 
significance for the diffusion than for the origina- 
tion of ideas. In the age of Epicurus and Menander 
the mythological religion of the city-State retained 
so little vitality^ that the populace of Athens could 
lodge a Demetrios in the Parthenon and welcome 
him to the city with a hymn that contrasted his 
present divinity with the dubious gods who dwell 
afar or heed us not. There remained for the pojm- 
lace foreign superstitions, mysteries, and coterie 
cults (P. Foucart, Des Associations rcligieuses chez 
les Grecs, Paris, 1873), and for the educated class 
moral _ philoscmlij', vague poetic religiosity, or 
scepticism. The comparison of Alexander to 
Bacchus, who also conquered India, and the 
various apotheoses of his successors provoked a 
formulation of scepticism which is of slight philo- 
sophic, but of considerable historical, significance. 
About the middle of the 3rd cent. Euhemerus pub- 
lished his tale of the island of Panchaia, and the 
‘sacred inscription’ there discovered in which 
Zeus and all the house of Kronos are revealed as 
mortal kings deified by the gratitude or fears of 
their subjects. Euhemerus may have been, os 
Gruppe suggests, a mere romancing precursor of 
Lucian. But Euhemerism became for Greek 
sceptics, their Roman disciples (Ennius translated 
the book), the Christian Fathers, and the rational- 
izing philology of the 18th cent, a favourite ‘ key 
to all mythologies.’ A second school of scepticism 
was the New Academy, which provided a con- 
venient formula for noble Roman augurs who 
punctiliously performed every ceremonv of the 
cult that made Rome great, but dismissed the 
dofjmatic affirmations of natural theology with a 
smile (Cicero, de Nat. Dear, i. 22). But in the 
popular estimate the great school of irreligion was 
the Epicurean. The extant fragments of Epicurus 
manifest little of the passionate hatred of super- 
stition which animates his Roman disciple, Lucre- 
tius. Yet it is perhaps implied in the reiterated 
affirmation that the only use of physics is to free 
us from the terrors of false relimon. These terrors 
could not iiave been very real if we may accept 
Cicero’s assertion that no old woman any longer 
feared the mytholoffical hell from which the Epi- 
cureans promise to deliver us (Tusc. Qumst. i. 21). 
Cicero also makes merry with the ingenious theory 
of faintant gods possessing a qwx.si-corptts and in- 
habiting the intermundia (de Nat. Deor. i. 26). 
And it is probable that few Epicureans took it 
seriously, though some found it a convenient 
defence against the charge of atheism, while to 
others it provided a refuge for the idealizing imag- 
ination and an object for the natural instinct of 
worship. Real impiety, they said, consists not in 
rejecting the gods of the vulgar, but in thinking 
unworthily of the divine. True and disinterested 
worship could be paid only to the gods of Epicurus, 

' who haunt 

Tho lucid Interspace ol world and world, — 

Nor sound ol human sorrow mounts to mar 

Their sacred everiastins- calm ’ 

(Tennyson, Lvereliut). 

And thus they too composed formal treatises ‘ on 
piety I (Gomperz, Philodemus ■z-epl eilcre^efas, 
Leiiizig, 1886). But for all later antiquity the 
Epicureans, ns opposed to the Stoics and Platonists, 
remained the great irreligious school of philosophy. 
If they did not reject the existence, they denied 
the providence, of the gods, which for emotional 
and practical religion amounted to the same thing. 
Lucian’s Platonists, Stoics, and Pythng.,reans 
treat them as pariahs, and his religions charlatans 
incite the populace against the atheists, the Christ- 
lans, and the Epicureans, 
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Stoicism {q.v.) in the course of its secular develop- 
ment became all things to all men. Tlie panthe- 
istic -world-god, the artisan fire working in the 
veins of all creation, could be virtually identified 
with the Platonic soul of the world, or could be 
described in the language of purest monotheism. 
The allegorical method whereby the gods of the 
mythology could be interpreted as parts, aspects, 
or functions of ‘Zeus’ or ‘nature’ veiled prudent 
accommodations, contented gentiine, if not very 
perspicacious, orthodoxy, and gratified the perma- 
nent instinct of ingenious exegesis. Personal im- 
mortality, while not stidctly compatible with the 
theoiy, was not explicitly denied. A temporary 
survival was sometimes conceded to great souls 
until the expiration of the cycle and the reabsorp- 
tion of all things in the fiery world-god. This 
enabled Stoic writers of consolations (as, e.ff., 
Seneca) to portray the future bliss of the liberated 
soul as vividly as their Platonic rivals. The 
designation of the fiery world-god as Zeus, Provi- 
dence, Destiny, Nature, the XiSyos, made ev-ery 
topic of religious rhetoric or philosophic theodicies 
available to the long series of Stoic authors from 
Zeno to Cornutus who wrote on religion or on ‘ the 
nature of the gods.’ In addition to this, Stoicism 
■w'as an ethical religion tinged with ‘ cosmic emo- 
tion.’ It became the expression of an absolute 
faith in di-vine providence and manly resignation to 
the order of nature that, however fatalistic in ex- 
pression, never paralyzed the will. Of this ethical 
gospel the chief texts still -vital for edification are 
the Hymn of Cleanthes (translated as a psalm in 
W. Pater’s Plato and Platonism, London, p. 42), 
the Letters of Seneca, the diatribes of Epictetus, 
and the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius, which I 
have been hyperbolically praised as the absolute I 
religion — that which results from the sole fact of a 
high human consciousness face to face -with the 
world (Renan, Marc-Aurdle, Paris, 1885, p. 272). 
But in these later developments Stoicism was 
already tinged with Platonism ; and, -with the 
revival of Greek literature in the second half of 
the 1st cent., Platonism tended more and more to 
become the religion of all educated men who did 
not adopt Christianity. This Platonizing religion 
has three forms. 

(1) In the later Stoics it is the gospel of Socrates 
as set forth in the Gorgias, Apology, Onto, and 
Phcedo. The only certain good is the virtuous 
M’ill. There is no terror for the wise man in the 
roar of the mob or the threats of the tyrant. For 
he is strong in the faith that Anytus and Meletus 
may kill him, but cannot harm him (Apol. 30 C). 
He is by definition a rational animal, and can obey 
no other principle in his soul but the voice of 
reason. Though he has good hope of immortality, 
he does not require that assurance to live and die 
secure in the conviction that the gods will permit 
‘ no harm to come to a good man here or there.’ 
These and similar Socratic sayings constantly 
quoted by Epictetus are the chief texts of all his 
preaching. The life of Socrates, he tells us, is 
proposed to us as a pattern, and in temptation or 
doubt we need ask only : What would Socrates 
have done? 

(2) The more literary and avowed Platonists, of 
whom Plutarch, Dio Clirysostom, and Maximus of 
Tyre are the types, harp less insistently on these 
chief notes, and are more broadly interested in the 
Platonic philosophy as a whole — its refutation of 
materialism, its demonstration of the fundamentals 
of natural religion, its tolerance of all cults, its 
idealization of all symbols that can be dissociated 
from immoral suggestions. Pluta,rch toys with 
mysticism and allegory and his doctrine of daemons, 
but his personal religion is that of the broad 

•'urcli literary man who believes in God, hopes 


for immortality, and, whether in the Roman 
empire or in the parliament of religions, deems it 
more edifying to dwell on the underlying unity of 
the religious spirit than with a Lucian or an 
Ingersoll on the incredibility of the mytholomcal 
letter. And this, if we read between the linS, is 
the religion of Dio’s discourse on the first idea of 
God, and of Maximus of Tyre’s discussion of the 
lawfulness of image-worship. 

(3) To a third type of mind the mystical and 
metaphysical side of Plato appeals most strongly. 
Beginning with the Neo-Pythagorean revival (see 
Neo-Pythagokeanism), this form of Platonism 
developed until as Neo-Platonism (q.v.)it became 
the chief philosophy and religion of paganism in 
its final struggle with Christianity. Historically 
it is a form of Platonism ; psychologically it is the 
expression of at least three permanent instincts 
and tendencies of the human mind : (a) thauina- 
turgy and the lower mysticism; (6) the higher 
mysticism and the delight in symbolism, allegory, 
and the ingenious exposition of sacred texts; (c) 
the dialectical analysis of the ultimate ontological 
presuppositions of religion. 

(a) Superstition and miraele-mongering remain 
the same in every age and still conjure with the 
names of Plato and Pythagoras. \Ve cannot stop 
to discuss the forged literature of Neo-Pytha- 
goreanism or to describe the miracles of Apollonius 
of Tyana (q.v.), of the charlatans satirized by 
Lucian, and of the degenerate successors of 
Plotinus. It is to be noted, however, that the 
higher mysticism of the best writers was less 
infected -\vith concrete superstition than we should 
infer from their language. 

(b) The allegorical interpretation of sacred texts 

was a literary form common to the Stoics, Philo 
Jiidffius, and the Platonists, and by them_ trans- 
mitted to the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. 
It is incompatible with sound philological criti- 
cism, but not necessarily with sane and elevated 
morality or severe and ingenious dialectic. It is 
essentially the same whether applied to the text of 
Homer, the OT, or Plato ; and the patient reader 
Avill find that in Philo, Plutarch, and Plotinus it is 
merely the fantastic garb of a Platonizing natural 
religion, associated with acute metaphysical specu- 
lations and accommodations to the _ symbols _ of 
historic paganism. To set forth Philo’s doctrine 
of tile \6yos, Plutarch’s theory of tlie daemons and 
the e-idl world-soul, and the trinity of Plotinus 
exceeds our scope (see AlexaNdriaK Theoixwy, 
Logos, Plutarch, Neo - Platonism). One 
thought derived from the Timceus dominates Neo- 
platonic theology. It is the idea that the in enable 
supreme God delegated the work of creation (or a 
part of it) to His inferior ministers. In later 
developments these divinities in turn are elevated 
above contact with ‘base matter’ by a similar 
delegation to beings below them. Creation is 
further conceived as a timeless overflow and 
emanation of the plenitude of being, as the 
forth of one that ‘remains’ (yivet., porq), as the 
radiance of a light that loses nothing by communi- 
cating itself. The application of these ide^ by 
the allegorical method to tlie divinities or tli 
Greek pantheon and the abstractions of Platqni 
metaphysics yields the various orders and me^ 
archies of gods, daemons, and angels multiplied by 
the piety and ingenuity of successive generations 
of Gnostics and Platonists. And in the loner 
plane of the ‘sumaturel particuher the v^rsbip 
of these deities suggested or vei ed f 

miraele-mongering. How far the .ij. 

Plotinus yielded to this weakness is a difhc ic 
question. There are traces of 

the emperor Julian, and Proclns. tlie stor 

told by Eunapius are to be received with caution. 


PHILOSOPHY (Iranian) 


865 


Even in his account the students are always 
clamouring for a iniracle, while the professors 
evade the test. Julian combated Christianity as 
the irreconcilable enemy of the mythology that 
had created Greek art and literature and the cult 
that had built up the empire of Rome. Their 
interpretation as allegories of Neo-Platonic philo- 
sophemes satisfied his heart and his imagination. 
But the rhetoric of his discourses on Apollo and 
the Mother of the Gods is perhaps no more to be 
taken literally than that of Renan’s prayer to 
Athene on the Acropolis. 

(c) However this may be, the more philosophic 
Neo-Platonists continued to speculate on the rela- 
tions of the unknown God to the highest terms of 
Platonism— the Demiurgus, the One, the Good. 
Greek subtlety easily proved that these and all 
terms of human speech connote limitations and 
relations that cannot properly be predicated of the 
ultimate and absolute. God can be described only 
in negations, which, however, are to be understood 
in a honorific and not in a privative sense. As 
Thomas Broume puts it, ’ Nothing can be said 
hyperbolically of God’ {Christian Morals, pt. iii. 
sect. 2 [ Wori^, ed. C. Sayle, London, 1904-07, iii. 
483] ; cf. Plato, Rc^. 509). The outcome of this 
line of speculation is Damascius’s doctrine of the 
unknowable, which differs only in its superior 
subtlety and consistency from that of Herbert 
Spencer. The predicate of unity, at least, he 
exclaims, is never denied by Plato. But even 
unity is in human speech a relative idea, and, as 
the Parmenides shows, transforms itself into 
multiplicity under close inspection. We cannot 
name or define God at all. AVe are conscious only 
of a travail of soul — liSfs (of. Rep. 490 B). This is 
the end of Greek philosophy. 
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Paul Shorev. 

PHILOSOPHY (Ir.anian).— It has been asserted 
by more than one competent scholar that Buddhism 
is not, strictly speaking, a religion, but a philo- 
sophy. Conversely, it may be maintained with 
still greater reason that Mazdeism, or the national 
cult of the ancient Iranian people and their descen- 
dants, is not a philosophy, but a religion. To put 
it otherwise, the Mazdean system, at least in its 
earlier forms, is a pure theology, which interests 
itself not at all with philosophical speculation. 
This has been well put by the most recent Parsi 
writer, M. N. Dhalla : 

• The religious system of Zoroaster is theological rather than 
philosophical. . . . Philosophy attempts to give a rational solu- 
tion, based on human observation and experimentation, of 
various problems, which religion claims to solve on the airniwlty 
of prophetic revelation. . • . Religion has fixed canons, binding 
traditions. Its tendency is to put a lastinpr stamp on the 
doctrines for all times. It rests upon the teimhinp of a 
prophet, and nourishes them as an unclianpcable hentag^ 
I’hllosophv, on the other hand, progresses with the times, and 
ever encourages fresh imiuiry. It always revolts from every 
kind of dogmatic teaching. ... The utilitarian genius of the 
Persians led them to disparage metaphysical speculation os a 
vain attempt at the impracticable. Religion should ^ such 
that Ib) ideals can be applied to our workaday world. Its 
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teachings should be applicable to the exigencies of daily life. 
. . . This is the characteristic of Zoroastrianism through its 
very simplicity ’ (Zoroastrian Theology, pp. 3o(j-359). 

These sentences express excellently the very genius 
both of the Mazdean faith and of the Iranian habit 
of mind. The ancient Iranian thinkers seem not 
to have troubled their minds at all with such 
problems of being or knowledge as underlie the 
Indian concepts of mayd, karma, utmiin, sniiisara 
{‘metempsychosis’), mrvaiia, .and the like. In- 
deed, few things are more surprising than the 
direct opposition which exists between the mental 
attitudes of the two most closely connected of all 
the members of the great Indo-European family — 
the Indian and the Iranian. The former, as is 
well known, is distinguished among all other 
peoples by its ineradicable love of metaphysical 
speculation, its groping after and brooding over 
the most abstruse problems of being, of knowledgo, 
of psychology, as well as by its endless multiplic.v 
tion of philosophical schools ; for, as Dhalla ob- 
serves, ‘ there are as many philosophies ns there 
are philosophers,’ and ‘ these come and go, and 
with them the cr.adle of the speculative thought is 
ever swinging to and fro’ (p. 357). The inevitable 
tendency of the Indian philosophizing is towards 
pantheism or monism, on the intellectual side, and 
towards pessimism, on the moral side. The Iran- 
ian tendency is the very opposite. Against the 
Indian pessimism we must set the irrejiressible 
optimism of the Iranian mind. To the Indian 
thinker existence itself is an evil, and all his 
spiritual philosophy is directed towards deliverance 
from an endless series of re-births by a final cessa- 
tion of all conscious personal existence, or even of 
existence itself. The Iranian looks for the full 
enjoyment of an active life here and a still happier 
continuance of life, conscious and intelligent, 
beyond the tomb. Against Indian pantheism is 
Set the monotheism of the Mazdean S3’stem, 
tempered as it is in a peculiar way by a dualistio 
tendency (see Dualism [Iranian]). 

I. Earlier times. — In the A vesta itself, whether 
in its older or in its more recent strata, it is diffi- 
cult to lay hold of anything that maj- be strictly 
called philosophical speculation, if by philosophy 
we understand, according to the definition of one 
authority, ‘ the science of the princijiles of being 
and of knowledge.’ The Avestan .sj'stem is pre- 
sented frankly os a revelation from a supreme 
intellect to the human mind and heart. In the 
Gdthas, indeed, there are breedings and speculative 
questions concerning fundamental verities and 
moral problems. But they are all referred for 
solution, as in the ninth Gdthd, to the divine giver 
of revelation (‘This I ask thee, tell me trulj', 
Abura’ [Yasna, xliii. I]). 

(a) Being . — As regards the problem of being, 
the Avestan teaching is simplicity itself. Ahura 
Mazda is the one supreme etern.al being, the 
creator of both worlds, the world of spirit and tlie 
world of matter. It is not necessary to dwell 
upon this first dualism of ‘the two worlds,’ but 
mention must be made of that other dualism 
which, at least in the later stages of Avestan 
development, so curiously modifies the character- 
istic monotheism of the Mazdean belief — the 
problem of the origin of evil. In the art. Dualism 
(Iranian) the present writer has already set forth 
what seems the only tenable view of Zoroastrian 
dualism, and, although modem Parsis and even 
several Western scholars vehemently deny that 
M^deism is dimlistic, he finds that the high 
priest, -hL N. Dhalla, so often quoted, is at one 
with him in his interpretation of the theology in 
both the Avestan and the later periods. Dhalla 
writes : 


Hnlv xr me kingdom on earth with the 

Holr Spint, Spent* llainj-u, or with Ahura Mazda, who intro- 
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duces discord and death in the world, who strives to thwart the 
purposes of God, is Angra Mainyu, or the Evil Spirit. Z/e does 
not owe his existence to the Good Spirit, ' He is independent. 
Consequentli/ he is co-eval and co-existent, if not co-»temal with 
the godhead ’ (p. 48).l 

Moreover, this rival spirit has one distinct attri- 
bute of divinity in that he also is a creator. Not 
only moral and physical evils of all kinds, but 
also evil beings, whether demons (daevas) or noxious 
animals {xrafstras), are his creatures. This dual- 
istic teaching is the Mazdean solution of the 
perennial problem of the origin of evil. It has 
ever been one of the difficulties of reconciling the 
Avestan religious system with that of the Aclne- 
menid kings, as preserved in their inscriptions, 
that there is apparently in the latter no mention 
of a dualistic creation or creator. Auramazda 
holds precisely the position of his namesake in the 
Avesta, i.e. that of supreme deity, creating and 
ruling all his creation by his free will {vasna). 
Latterly, however, J. H. Moulton (Early Zoroas- 
trianism, London, 1913) has suggested, not -without 
plausibility, that the Angra Mainyu of the sacred 
books actually appears in the inscriptions under 
the term Drauga, meaning literally ‘the Lie,’ 
perhaps personilied. 

(6) As/ia. — There is one transcendental concept 
in Mazdeism which suggests analogy with an 
Indian one — that of Asha (Old Pers. Arta), most 
frequently personified as the genius Asha, one of 
the Amesha Spentas, or archangels of Ahura 
Mazda’s court. There is no doubt that we have 
here a concept which Dhalla rightly calls ‘basic’ 
in the system, and which corresponds even etymo- 
logically with the Sanskrit xta, or, again, is akin 
to dluxrma, i.e. the ‘right order’ both in the 
physical and in the moral universe— whether or 
not conceived as independent of the divine will it 
is difficult to determine. In the Avesta, whether 
as an abstract or as a personified name, Asha is 
almost exclusively conceived in the moral sense, 
as ‘righteousness,’ ‘holiness,’ the ‘justice’ of both 
the OT and the NT. 


special Frava-shis. Thus beginning from th 
down to the tiniest shrub growing in th 
object has this divine element implanted in 
Mainjui and tlie demons, who are evil h 
tt'ithout it' (Dhalla, p. 143 f.). Moreover, 
born its Fravashi that has existed from all 
down to this earth as the higher double < 

(P. !«)• 

The latter concept strangely recalls one of the 
curious conceits of Maeterlinck in TAe Blue Bird. 

(d) Daetta.—The last-quoted teaching forms the 
bridge by which to pass over from what we may 
term the on tology to the psychology of the Avestan 
teaching.^ Indeed, in so far as psychology is con- 
cerned ivith the analysis of the component elements 
of the non-material part of tlie human compound, 
Iranian thought seems to have heen much addicted 
to such analysis at all epochs. As W. Geiger puts 
it, the psychology of the Avesta cannot he called 
either simple or primitive, hut presupposes a 
certain amount of pliilosophical speculation. 

‘It Is based upon the observation that man's spiritual 
activity expresses itself in manifold ways and that hence there 
exist in man a multiplicity of forces, each of which has its 
individual limited sphere of action. Moreover [this doctrine] is 
a specific product of the Iranian mind and scarcely admits any 
fundamental connexion with pre-existing conceptions and 
doctrines’ (Ojfirdnfsche Kultur im Alterlum, p. 293). 

In the Avesta we find four or five such spiritual 
powers referred to. Of one of these, the enig- 
matical fravashi, we have spoken above. A 
scarcely less enigmatical term is that of dacna. 
In one sense this term indicates ‘ religion,’_specifi- 
cally the true faith, the Mazdean faitii, like the 
Persian and Arabic din. But, in another and 
quite different sense, it is one of the human 
faculties, and is generally translated by modem 
scholars as ‘conscience’ (Moulton, ‘self’). It has 
this peculiarity, which it shares with the fravashi, 
that it would appear to be, if not pre-existent, at 
least to some extent independent of the individual 
soul, and to live on after the dissolution of death. 
Moreover, as Moulton points out, perhaps a crucial 
difference between the two elements lies in the 
fact that the bad man as well as the good man lias 


e supreme godhead 
i_e wilderness, cverv 
it. It is only Angra 
ly nature, that are 
, ‘when a child is 
eternity now comes 
if the child's soul' 


(c) Fravashis . — The only other Avestan concept 
which gives rise to some degree of direct philo- 
sophical speculation, especially in the later writ- 
ings, is that of the mj'sterious fravashis (q.v.). 
These enigmatical beings have played a widely 
diversified part in the Zoroastrian system, and one 
which has constantly varied at different periods. 
As we find them, at least in the post-Gatliic 
period, they are something very different from the 
other spiritual beings of Ahura Mazda’s celestial 
court. Whatever be their origin, whether origin- 
ally conceived as spirits of the dead, or from 
whatever other source, there is little doubt that in 
the Later Avestan system they were conceived as 
celestial archetypes and antetypes of all good 
beings, somewhat after the style of the 'Platonic 
Idiai. 

‘The Fravashis constitute a world of homonyms of the 
earthly creations, and they have lived as conscious beings in 
the empyrean with Ahura Mazda from all eternity. The niolti- 
fariouB objects of this world ore so many terrestrial duplicates 
of these celestial originals. The Fravashis constitute the in- 
ternal essence of things, as opposed to the contingent and 
accidental. Earthly creations are so many imperfect copies of 
these perfect types. The Fravashis are not mere abstractions 
of thought, but have objective existence and work as spiritual 
entities in heaven, like the angels and archangels, until they 
come down to this earth voluntarily, as we may infer through 
later statements in the Pahlari te.xts. They migrate to this 
world, and are immanent in the particular bodies that come 
into being after their divine images. Everything that bears the 
hall-niark of belonging to the good creation has its Fravashi. 
Every object which has a name, common or proper, is endowed | 
with a Fravashi. Ahura Mazda, the father of all existence, 
has his Fravashi, and so have the Amesha Spentas and the 
Yazatas. Even the sky, waters, earth, plants, animals, and all 
objects of the kingdom of goodness, are not without their 

1 Italics are the present writcFs. On p. 88 Dhalla speaks of 
the * highly developed typo of dualism of the Younger Avestan 
period." 


i daena. 

‘The conception was probably suggested to ^rathi^htra by 
lis own philosophic analysis of man’s personality : u he 
f the fravashi, apart from its conne.xion with ancplor-spiriis, 
le presumably used another word to emphasize the fact tnac 
ach man had his oivn individual responsibility, and an iro- 
lonal eno within him which would pass on to wml or w'oe. 
'he fravashi was too much entangled with mythology to ®uic 
im, and he had no use for a system which would not apply to 
11 men ’ (Moulton, p. 264). _ 

Geiger, on tlie other hand, looks upon the daena 
s a kind of divine force, existing eternally, -ivnicli 
annot be alfected in any way by the sms of man 
r by his death, though still able to exercise an 
ifluence on the .<iOul after death. In a weit-Known 
llegory, perhaps tlie most beautiful passage m 
he Avesta, the daena is presented in a manner 
omewliat reminiscent of the Indian karma. 

The soul iurvari), wandering for three days ’ Sy 

le third day meets (in the case of the 
eautiful maiden, stately, robust, and wot^ 

is question declares, 'I am thine oum good 

ad deeds, thy da«na';and, when he asks her. Who hath 
tade thee 80 gren-t and fair?', the ® that 

laii’s own good life, hiB frood thou^hte, 
ive made her grow in greatness “ ^i^ed soS 

■eds to lead him into the t meeting 

milarly wanders for three days, hut we 
9 dncndi at least in the Avestan texts, tho K , rpnTacfocr 
ahlavi traditions a hideous old hag is '■®P'‘®®“\'Af^,h/]jtter 
,e beauteous maiden described rake of 

inception has been excogitated with the 

■mmetry, os it does not appear all in harmony mi . 
•iginal conception of the daina (see VendldSd, llx. Zo-s 

dsht, xxii.). . . , 

(e) Urvan, haodah. and 

VO powers or faculties so far describe > Yically 
lettrvan, which seems to 
) our English word ‘soul’ (Dhalla, the g 

roper, the real I- ness' [p. Soice 

Jiver, by which man exercises his free cnoi 
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between good and evil ; it shares with the following 
element his responsibility, and so must undergo 
judgment and consequent reward or punishment 
after death. The haodah appears to indicate ' con- 
sciousness,’ or perhaps ‘intelligence,’ and shares 
the responsibility of the urvan. Lastly, the ahu 
in its most general sense seems to mean ' life ’ or 
‘vital force’ (or again ‘nature’), which apparently 
comes into being with the body and perishes with 
it, and thus ranks as the lowest among spiritual 
faculties (see Geiger, p. 299 f.). 

(/) Man . — Tlie etliical conception of man in the 
Mazdean system through all epochs is clear and 
simple. Placed by the creative act of a supreme 
power in a imiverse in which exist both good and 
evil, whether in the moral or in the physical order, 
man has the power of choice — as we should say, 
free will — and according as he chooses and works 
in this life for the one or the other of these opposing 
forces he will have his reward or punishment, his 
happiness or misery, in the heaven of Ahura Mazda 
or in the hell of Angra Mainyu, in the former case 
at least, for all eternity. But here we touch upon 
a purely theological topic which need not be further 
pursued. 

2. Later times. — During the post-Avestan times 
variously known as the mediaeval, patristic, or 
Pahlavi epoch — or, to be more definite, the Sasanian 
and post-Sasanian periods — a considerable amount 
of philosophical speculation appears in Zoroastrian 
literature. This is only natural, for it is well- 
known that Greek philosophers played no incon- 
siderable part at the royal court of Persia. Hence 
Greek speculation must to some extent have 
leavened the Iranian mind, and, indeed, we have 
many traces of this in the religious literature of 
the epoch. We have, moreover, direct evidence of 
it in the Syriac writings of Paul the Persian, who 
flourished at the court of the greatest of the 
Sasanid kings, Khosrau Anosheravan (more com- 
monly known as Chosroes the Great, A.D. 531-578). 

‘There are some,' Paul writes, ‘who believe in only one God ; 
others claim that he is not the only God ; some teach that ho 
possesses contrary qualities ; others sajj that he does not 
possess them ; some admit that he Is omnipotent ; others deny 
tliat he has power over everything. Some believe that the 
world and everything therein have been ore.ated ; others think 
that all things are not created. And there are some who 
maintain that the world has been made <x nihilo ; according to 
others (God) has drawn it from a vXij (pre-existing matter)’ 
(Paulus Persa, Logica. fol. 60 (ap, J. P. N. Land, Aneedola 
Syriaca, iv., Leyden, 1870)). 

It might be suspected that in this passage, amidst 
general remarks on pliilosophical theories, Paul was 
speaking of the various doctrines scattered over 
tlie world, especially as he was a Christian and 
had studied the Greek philosophers in the schools 
of Nisibis or JondishapUr. But it must be re- 
membered that the writer is directly addressing 
King Khosrau and quoting details which must 
have been familiar to him. It is therefore more 
probable that the author is describing opinions 
current in his time in the bosom of the Mazdean 
religion itself, and the existence of numerous schools 
of thought at the time is also manifest from the 
Mainog-i-Xrat (i. 17). But, apart from Greek in- 
fluences, this diversity of doctrine is a necessary- 
consequence of the Zoroastrian dualism itself. 
'This dogma, ns we have seen, teaches the existence 
of an e\nl principle, distinct from and independent 
of the good principle — i.e. God, as we should say. 
Now this conception of the co-existence of two 
eternal principles, distinct from each other and 
possessing independent powers, is ns repugnant to 
the human mind as polytheism itself. Sooner or 
later the mind will push its theories further until 
it finds repose in an original unity of principle. If 
this is generally true, how much more so for the 
Iranian mind, so passionately fond of syateraatiza- j 
tion 7 Different schools had recourse to different i 


means of evading the difficulty. Some found the 
solution in a pre-existing indifferent and immutable 
being, from whom are derived both the good and 
the evil principles — a source of being, rather than 
a personal being, an eternal, divine source, an Ur- 
gottheit, as Spiegel calls it. This is Zrvan Akarana, 
‘ Unlimited Time,’ not infrequently confounded 
with destiny or fate. It is he who has begotten 
both Auharmazd and Aliriman. This system is 
therefore monotheistic. Other philosophers main- 
tain that the primeval principle is Auharmazd 
himself, and attribute to him the two spirits, one 
good, the other evil. In this hypothesis God 
‘possesses contrary qualities,’ according to the 
expression of Paul the Persian. _ As regards the 
Palilavi writings, we seem to find in the Dlnkart a 
real monotheism, possibly developed under Christ- 
ian or Jewish influences ; on the contrary, in the 
Ma\nog-i-Xrat destiny and eternity play a pre- 
ponderating part. Finally, in the’ Vlama-i- Islam, 
a small treatise of much later date, it is said that 
some consider Ahriman as a reprobate angel, but 
we do not know that this Chnstian idea can be 
traced to Sasanian times. Generally speaking, it 
is not easy to distinguish time (Zrvan) from destiny. 
The Armenian wnter Eznik, a contemporary of 
the Sasanids in the 5th cent., writes : 

‘ When there was as yet nothing. Bay the Mapi, neither heaven 
nor earth, there existed a certain Zervan, whose name, when 
translated, Bignifles Fortune or Glory’ (tr. op. J. A. Gatteyrias, 
L'Arminit et let Arminiens, Paris, 1882, p. 40). 

Here Zrvan and destiny (Bakht) seem to beidentical, 
as Theodore of Mojisuestia also affirms [ZapotAg . , . , 
Sv xaf Tuxtjv xoXei [6 ZopdSTjs], ap, Photius, Bibliotheca, 
ed. Berlin, 1824-25, p. 63). The Matnog-i-Xra(, as 
just said, develops this doctrine of eternity and 
destiny. Sometimes, however, they are separated* 

‘The affairs of the world all proceed throuch Destiny and! 
Time and through the supreme decree of the BeU-cxiatin^ 
Eternity, the king and lord of Long Time ’ (xxvli. 10). 

Elsewhere it is said of Zrvan Akarana : 

* He is imperiBhable and immortal ; he is without grief, with' 
out hunger, ivithout thirst, without affliction, ever living, 
sempiternal, whom no one can stay, nor remove his control from 
his affairs’ (viii. 9). 


Again ; 

‘ Destiny is that which is supreme over every person and over 
all things ’ (xxvii. 11). 

One is tempted to believe that this Zrvan was 
considered by certain sects, not as the eternal 
source of all ueing, including Auharmazd himself, 
but as a vast chaos, an infinite pre-existingmatter, 
the CXt) of Paul the Persian, ' out of which Auhar- 
mazd has formed all his creatures.’ In these 
speculations we seem to hear an echo of some of 
the Indian philosophical schools. That the idea 
of this_ primeval principle was mingled with that 
of destiny need not astonish us. Destiny plays a 
prominent part in all Oriental religions, all more 
or less inclined towards fatalism, and its effect is 
everywhere to disturb the idea of diidnity. The 
notion of an inevitableyariifn, a blind power which 
is even above the will of the gods, is not recon- 
cilable with that of a true supreme being, especi- 
ally like that of the Mazdean religion. But we 
must not expect to find too much consistency in 
these theories, because in that case we should have 
to exclude dualism itself. Nor can we be surprised 
to find this power, va^ue, mysterious, and shape- 
less, confounded with that other equally intangible 
and misty entity,^ Zrvan. The transition from one 
to the other is quite natural. From another point 
of view, that of the Avesta, which we also meet in 
Sasanmn times in the Bundahishn, this infinite 
“’P® neither the source nor the creature of 
Auharmazd, but rather one of his co-etemal 
attributes, for he is spoken of as ‘ endowed with 
toundless time’ {daman-i-akandrak-homand li, 31). 

A® ^ a concept, which already appears in 
the Avesta as Thwasha (or infinite space), to which 
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likewise the idea of destiny seems to have been 
attached, and which appears to be identical with 
tlie Paiilavi spihr, indicating the celestial sphere 
and _ even used in the Malnog-l-Xrat to signify 
destiny, just like the modern Persian word. 

It is somewhat surprising to find that not only 
Eznik, but also — if we may believe another 
Armenian historian — the celebrated official edict 
of the prime minister of Yazdagird li. affirms that 
Zrvan existed before heaven and earth and begot 
two sons, the good and the evil spirits. If this 
edict is authentic, we must suppose that Zervanism 
had assumed the proportions of almost a State re- 
ligion. Parsi writers, however, do not accept the 
testimony of the Armenian writers, though Dhalla 
adds : 

‘ Be this fts it may, it is certain that a sect of the Zarvanitcs, 
who evidently aimed at resolving the Zoroastrian dualism into 
monotheism by the apotheosis of Time, did flourish for a long 
time in Iran. Shahristani, who wrote in the early part of the 
twelfth century, attests . . . that he met the followers of this 
sect in his day ’ (p. 205). 

The same writer points out that in several of the 
Pahlavi writings time and fate are indissolubly , 
linked together : 

'The movements of the heavens regulate Pate, and the I 
planets and constellations are the arbiters of man’s fortune. 
The good and evil stars determine man’s lot, which is linked 
with the course of the stars’ (p. 205 f.). 

Among the various divergent philosophical 
schools of the period to which we are referring, 
two stand out conspicuously, because they are 
knotvn by the names of their founders, who have 
ever been regarded by orthodox Zoroastrians as 
heresiarchs. The more famous of these was Mani, 
or Manai, who suffered death in a.d. 276, and 
whose eclectic system, based on materials drawn 
from Mazdeism, Buddhism, Christianity, and 
Gnosticism, was destined to play such an extra- 
ordinary part throughout the Roman Empire and 
even within Christianity itself, under the name of 
Maniclueism. The other heterodox philosopher 
was Mazdak (t 628), whose system was social and 
economic rather than metaphysical, and amounted 
to pure communism. See artt. MANlCH.ffiiSM and 
Mazdak. 

There is abundant material in the various books 
of the Pahlavi period for a study of the divergent 
schools of philosophic thought during the golden 
age of Zoroastrian faith. We may here condense 
a few of the principal notions. The Dinkart, in 
particular, frequently seems to develop a system 
of its own, especially on the side of cosmology. 
According to this, being {yehevunishn) * is tlie 
foundation of all creatures. From this indifferent 
foundation animated beings are formed in three 
stages : (1) the four elements, which are tlie basis 
of all matter ; (2) a sort of vitality given to a 
mixture of these elements, which are organized in 
the form of bodies, and thus become living, though 
mortal ; and (3) the spiritual parts, the fravahar 
and the soul ; these are added v the power of the 
creator, and so the human or animal compound is 
formed. This compound lasts till its dissolution 
by death, when the material portion, or body, dies 
by separation from the spiritual parts, the exist- 
ence of which still continues. 

Passing over the various theories concerning 
what we should now call ‘ natural science ’ — astro- 
nomy, meteorology, geology, botany, and zoology 
— as not strictly falling within our subject, we 
must say a word or two on some curious notions 
concerning anthropology. It is first laid do^vn 
that man rules over the rest of the world {Dink. ii. 
77. 2), and was the last of the creations of Auhar- 
mazd. He was, in fact, the work of the sixth 
epoch of the creation {Bund. i. 28). _ Auharmazd 
formed GSySmart, a solitary male being, from the 

1 Or yehevun ; see the ourious diagram reproduced in art. 
Dualisk (Iranian). 


earth. _ He being eventually put to death by the 
evil spirit, Ahriman, there was after a time pro- 
duced from his semen, which had been absorbed 
by the earth, a double plant {rivas) having hut one 
stem, and this plant, passing from vegetable to 
human form, became a male and female couple 
known as Mashya and Mashyoi, ‘ the reasoning 
faculty which is the soul {nlsmo mano alt rubdn) 
spiritually enteiing into them’ {Bund. xv. 5). 
The subsequent history of the primeval pair, 
their fall and progeny, so singularly like the 
account _ in Genesis, must not detain us here. 
Suffice it to say that the principal points that 
stand out in the whole legend seem to be (i.) the 
original unity of the race, (ii.) the mortal nature 
of man, Jiii.) his original innocence, (iv.) his fall 
by the influence of the evil spirit, and (v.) his 
succe.ssive progress in the arts of life. 

Psychological analysis is very greatly developed 
during the Sasanian and subsequent epochs. 'The 
spiritual part of man is the subject of predilection 
of the Paiilavi treatises. Lists of the sjiiritual 
faculties or powers are very frequent, but the 
number of them varies in quite a remarkable 
manner. Mention is made of three, four, five, six, 
eleven, or even more. These lists are exceedingly 
varied and, strangely enough, sometimes include 
what we should consider material elements, such 
as the senses, or speech and action. The longest 
list is that of the Dinkart, in which we find 
enumerated wisdom, development, knowledge, dis- 
cernment, faith, and belief, reasoning, sense, in- 
telligence, etc. From a general review of the 
various treatises, we may conolude_(i.) that these 
philosophers were very fond of making psycholom- 
cal distinctions as to the spiritual elements of the 
human compound; (ii.) that they had no very 
fixed principles in their divisions — which thus vary 
greatly ana often overlap ; and (iii.) that the 
terms cited, though we may try to translate them 
by identical terms in our language, have probably 
not always the same sense in every treatise or in 
every passage. 

One or two of these terms require special consideration. 
The faculties properly called intellectual are the khari,vit, ana 
hash. Khart is divine wisdom, and is spoken of as the being 
who holds his place next to God, and with whom the whole of 
the jl/oinop-t-Arat(’ The Spirit of Wisdom’) is occupied. But 
khart is also a human faculty and is speciftoally said to be oi 

two kir ■ ■ ■ I — (osno A-Aarf) and acquired in- 

tellicen ' ' The innate intelligence is the 

root of red intelligence ‘ commences in 

the marrow oi me linger — ne. from experience of the material 
world — and then settles in the heart. Innate intellicence c)^ 
presses outwardly what exists in the interior ol roan; 
intelligence communicates to the interior that which is ou^ 
side. All our sources agree in representing the vir as me 
faculty of reason, or deduction. Ii6sh is generally associawo 
with vir. It is perhaps the memory, or e'se 
pood sense (like the modern Persian AosA), which would explain 
the fact that it makes man the possessor of streuKth, Jt ^ 
also said that no one can buy vir and hosh at anj pne^ 
Among other non-material elements we ought also to recor 
bdl or hid, in which we meet again the Avestan 
rently self-consciousness, by which a man K."0"'8 mni-elf, . 

according to one source Hre then to 

element on the death of man passes to the "barest fim, then 
the stars, to the moon, and finally to the sun. Else' bbre 
faculty, the soul (reooii). and tP® -{raertAar reinain together 
after death to meet reward or punishment ot 

vital force, which apparently perislies Iw,ia 

the body. In dlno we find jearcriy altered 
in both its senses. A word whic^h m the Pahlan eharaotere 
can be read either as nAfl eras akho is In 

the former reading it corresponds wdh the „ 

Avestan and perhaps means nature. ■’^^^oVratorbecausc 
mysterious power which recalls ^‘fuvv of Socrato j^b 

it has to warn both body and soul to “Cf P fravnthi, 

evil. Thc/raedAor or/roAar, is of coursetheAvestony 

but it has descended much tower in the sra'e of dig . ^ 

in the Dinkart (iii. 123) its dutyjs to pun^- the a r m the^^^^ 
by means of fire and thus to "la'ntain life (pro 1 
heat) : while in the post-Sasanian Saddar Bunaa 

become a mere principle of digestion. 

It is somewhat surprising that, 
whole system of Zoroastrian ethiM rests pP® ^ 

free will, we do not find in these Pahlavi texts lists 
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a specific term which may he translated ‘ free will.’ 
I’lie doctrine, however, is plainly expressed. It is 
said in the Dlnkart that man is distinguished from 
other creatures in this that he is master of his 
wishes {kdm khutdi) and that for this reason he is 
termed in the Avesta ‘ lord of the material world.’ 
It is also said that ‘ except God, the only master 
is man.’ 

The fatalist doctrine that every man has his star 
{star), which he is bound to obey, is found only in 
the Matnog-t-Xrat, to whose tendencies we have 
already referred. 

The eschatology of Mazdeism, whether as regards 
the individual soul, its judgment, and future 
happiness or misery, or as regards tlie end of the 
world, the final resurrection of the dead, the djro- 
Kariarcunt, or ultimate regeneration of all things by 
the great fire and the river of molten metal, be- 
longs to the theology rather than to the philosophy, 
and need not detain us here. 

3. Modern times. — We are indebted to Dhalla for 
a great deal of interesting information concerning 
the developments of Mazdeism in later centuries, 
much of which has not before been known by 
Western scholars. Of course the works entitled 
the Desatir and the Bahistdn have long been known 
and even translated. The latter, written in India 
in the 17th cent., is founded on the former, and 
recalls the e.xistence of some fourteen sects. 

' We meet with some attempts in them to explain the 
primordial principle from which creation came into being, and 
we have some sort of crude metapliysics grafted on physics. . . . 
Others still preach a strict monism, and assume that the world 
of phenomena was caused by illusion ’ (Dhalla, p. 312). 

Here we have already the Indian mayd ; and other 
sects had taken over the doctrine of metempsy- 
chosis as well as the belief in asceticism and 
rigorous austerities. Mysticism also, with its 
esoteric doctrines, claimed its devotees, and Parsi 
mystics composed treatises in the Persian language 
(see Dhalla for a complete account of all these 
extraordinary developments, so entirely opjiosed 
to the real spirit and teachings of Zoroastrianism). 
We must conclude with Dhalla that all these 
strange movements were the direct outcome of the 
Hindu Yogism, with which the Parsis had been 
brouglit into contact during their centuries of resi- 
dence in India as e.xiles from their fatherland. 

One result of the introduction of Western 
scholarship to the Parsi mind has been, as we 
learn from Dhalla, the growth of thcosophism 
among a certain number of Indian Zoroastrians. 
The chapter devoted to this subject is probably in 
one sense the most interesting in the book, as it 
gives information not found elsewhere. The 
movement, we are told, began in the early 
eighties of last century. Its adepts profess to 
invest Zoroastrianism with a philosophical garb 
and to construct for it a scientific basis._ They 
reject philological methods of interpreting the 
sacred texts and attribute occult significance to the 
.'Vvestan prayers, however unintelligible. Strangely 
enough, these tbeosophists claim to be the cham- 
pions of orthodoxy, though both their doctrines 
(such as that of motemps.ychosis and of the prime- 
val impersonal principle Zrvan Akarana) and their 
iiractices (such as asceticism and celibacy, ‘ held to 
DO the primal rdrtue’) are singularly at variance 
with the whole spirit of the Mazdean religion. 
Dhalla augurs nothing but disaster to the Parsi 
community from any considerable growth of this 
fantastic theosopbisin in its mid.st. 

Literatcke.— I n addition to the ordinary ycrelons of and 
commentaries on the Avesta : E. W. West, Pahlam Texts, in 
SnE V. rxsso), xviii. [1SS2], xxW. Jipi, .xxxv-n. [IS92), x ni. 
(3S97I- W. Geitrer, Osfiranisehe Evltur im Altertum, Brian- 
Ken 1882 • F. SpieKCl, Erdnisehe Alterthwitsltinde, Leipaip, 
1871-78 ii. : j. H. Monlton, Eartu Zoroastrianism, London, 
1913; M. N. Dhalla, Zoroastrian Theology from the Earliest 
n'mes to the Present Day, New York, 1014 ; L. C. Casartelli, 
An Philosophie religieuse dtt Masdfisme sons les Sassamdes, 


Louvain, 1884, tr. Firoz Jamaspji, The Philosophy of the Mazda- 
yasnian Religion under the Sassanids, Bombay, 1SS9. 

L. C. Casartelli. 

PHILOSOPHY (Japanese). — i. Mythology 
and philosophy. — Mythologj' everywhere precedes 
philosophy, but the latter is often an outgrowtli of 
the former. The Japanese people came under the 
influence of an elaborate philosophical system be- 
fore they had emerged out of naive mythological 
thought on the world and human life, which made 
an independent development of their own pliilo- 
sophy impossible. We need not inquire whether 
they could othertvise have developed a philosophy 
out of their inherited thought atone, whether or 
not tliey were by nature a philosophical people. 
Philosophy, properly so called, began in Japan in 
the turn of the 6th and 7tli centuries, when Bud- 
dhism was introduced and a dialectic analysis of 
human knowledge stimulated its thinkers. But 
this Buddhist philosophy hardly touched the 
mythical ideas of the spontaneous generation of 
the world, of the production of many things by the 
generative acts of the primeval couple, of the origin 
of death, etc. These mythological traditions found 
a more congenial partner in Chinese cosmology, 
which found its way into Japan in the early 
centuries of the Christian era, and which taught 
the two cosmic principles {yin and yang), the five 
physical elements (wood, lire, earth, metal, and 
water), and the orderly circulation of these prin- 
ciples and elements in the formation of things, in 
the seasons of the year, in human life, etc. The 
combination of Japanese mythology and Chinese 
cosmology was, especially since the 9th cent., 
rather an addition to the methods of divination 
than anything to be called philosophy. Yet, since 
Confucianism played a great part in the political 
and institutional life of the Japanese, the combina- 
tion produced a certain system of political theo^ 
and its associate ethics. The chief stress was laid 
on the monarchic principle of the State constitu- 
tion, which was based on the divine origin of the 
ruling family — the Japanese counterp.art of the 
Confucian theory of the neavenly sanction bestowed 
upon the sovereign. The authority and dignity 
of the ruler, according to this theory, were a 
consummation of his patriarchal dignity, and the 
relation between sovereign and subjects was that 
between father and children, in an enlarged sense. 
Loy'alty was thus a manifestation or a higher form 
of filial piety ; and other virtues, such as benevo- 
lence, justice, propriety, wisdom, and faithfulness, 
were regarded more as civic than as personal 
virtues. This ethico-political theory played an 
important part in Japanese ethics throughout its 
liistory. 

In the later years, especially in the 14th and 
16th centuries, an .age of eclecticism, the combina- 
tion of Japanese mythology (called Shinto) and 
Chinese cosmology embraced Buddhism and Taoism 
to a certain extent, and enlarged its scope to an 
ethico-political philosophy based on the idealistic 
philosophy of the latter systems. The Buddhist 
philosophj' of the oneness of the individual and the 
cosmic soul was combined with the Chinese paral- 
lelisms between the individual life and the cosmic 
vitality. The most noteworthy representative of 
this eclectic tendency was Ichij6 Kanera (1402-81), 
who tried to establish a system of Shinto philo- 
sophy and ethics by harmonizing it with all other 
systems then prevailing in Japan. Tlie sole prin- 
ciple^ ruling the universe was, according to him, 
nothing but the primeval essence of our own soul, 
which, in spite of its changeable manifestations, 
was co-evaf iidth the all - embracing divinity. 
Although Kanera did not explicitly teach a doc- 
trine of emanation, he explained all e.xistences of 
the world through analogies between mental and 
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material ijhenomena and by ethical and psycho- 
logical interpretations of physical elements and 
occurrences. 

To Uike one instance, the tliree insif'iiia of the tiirone — the 
niirror, the Jewel, and the sword— were explained ns symboliz- 
ing the virtues of veracity, benevolence, and justice, which 
were manifested in heaven as sun, moon, and stars, and on 
earth as fire, water, and metal. The life of an individual as 
well as of a nation, especially of the Japanese nation, was, or 
ought to be, an embodiment of these virtues in consonance with 
the qualities and powers manifested by those material elements 
and celestial phenomena. Naturally, various theories were 
adduced to support these analogies, in which Buddhism played 
the greatest part in metaphysics, Taoism in physics, Confuciam 
ism and Shinto in ethics. 

This is a typical specimen of Shinto speculation on 
cosmological and ethical problems, and the eclec- 
ticism continued to exert its influence until the 
revivalist Shintoists of the 18th cent, attempted to 
exclude alien ingredients and toiexplain the ancient 
myths along the lines of a Euhemeristic histori- 
cism. 

2 . Buddhist philosophy. — Philosophical thought, 
properly so named, was started by the Sanron^ 
branch of Buddhism, which was based on the 
Madhyamika system of Nagarjuna. The philo- 
sophy of Nagarjuna consisted in dialectically 
analyzing every finite concept into a thesis and its 
antithesis, in showing their incompatibility, and 
in reducing the concept to an illusion, when taken 
by itself alone. The culmination of the dialectic 
process, and therefore the aim of the philosophy, 
amounted to realizing in a spiritual illumination 
the absolute which transcended, and at tlie same 
time embraced, all finite conception and things. 

This sj'stem of transcendental idealism opened a 
way to philosophical thought in Japan and helped 
to awaken the most enlightened minds of the 7th 
cent, to tlie vanity of naive realism.* Although 
tills idealism did not exercise a wide influence at 
the time, it laid the foundation of the Buddhist 
thought of all coming ages, and, to a certain 
degree, of the Japanese habit of looking at things 
‘beyond their appearances,’ as manifested in art 
and poetry. 

The philosophical system which brought to Japan 
more systematic, and more or less realistic, ideas 
about philosophical problems was the Yuishiki 
(Skr, Vijuati-matra) school of Buddhism, initiated 
by Vasubandhu in India and elaborated by Yuan- 
Chwang in China. The system, in its ultimate 
basis and goal, was an idealism teaching that the 
ultimate reality consists in the innermost soul * of 
each individual, and this was identified with the 
cosmic soul. But, it was taught, the soul has in 
itself an inexhaustible store of the ‘ seeds ’ (bija), 
which may be called ‘ vitalons ’ on the analogy of 
‘electrons.’ By the innate virtues of the vitalons 
the innermost soul manifests itself in the soul- 
activities of the lower grades, seven in number, as 
well as in the external phenomena which are 
nothing but projections of the soul-activities. 
Thus we have before us a kind of emanation 
theory, in ivhich cosmology and phj'sics were 
always closely interrelated with psychology, allied 
to a system of mystic contemplation. The latter 
had in view the practical purpose of arriving at 
the innermost essence of the soul by penetrating 
the entanglement of mental and physical pheno- 
mena. 

1 Sanron meant the ‘ Three ^iiatras,' because the system was 
founded on the Jfddhpamika-Mstra, Sata-sastra, and DvSdaia- 
dvdra-iastra of Nagarjuna. For the first of these see Max 
Walleser, Die mittlere Dehre des Nagarjuna, Heidelberg, 1911 ; 

S. Yamakami, Systems of Buddhistic Thought, Calcutta, 1912, 
ch. V. 

2 The most prominent of them was Prince-regent Shotoku, for 
whom see A. Lloyd, The Creed of Half Japan, London, 1911, 
ch. xviii. ; M. Anesaki, Religious and Moral Development of the 
Japanese (in preparation), pt. ii. 

3 Called the dlaya, or ‘ store,’ soul. For this and other points 
see artt. Abakoa, Vasdbaxdhu; S. lAvi, Mahdpdna-Sutrd- 
lamkdra, Paris, 1907-11 ; Yamakami, ch. vL 


Thus the physical and psychological analyses 
were intended in the Yuishiki philo.sophy to be the 
means of getting through the phenomenal world ; 
and yet studies on these subjects induced this 
school of philosophy to dwell much on minute 
details of the physical and mental processes, with 
the result that the system manifested realistic 
traits more tlian any other branch of Buddhism. 
In other words, tilings (dkarma) were classified 
under five categories : (1) the soul, or mind-essence 
(chitta); (2) the mental functions (chitta-vrtti) 
(3) the material phenomena (rftpa] ; (4) the rela- 
tionships arising out of neither mind nor matter 
alone [viprasamyukta-dharma), such as attainment 
(of a new acquisition by the mind), universality, 
vitality, annihilation ; (5) the unborn and un- 
changeable (asankrta-dharma), the state of the 
ultimate universality. We shall not enter further 
into the minute classifications of these categories, 
but the designations alone show how the system 
deserved its other title Hosso (Skr. Dharma- 
laksana), i.e. the treatment of the ‘ signs of things,’ 
including physics, psychology, ethics, and religious 
philosophy. 

As the foundation of these speculations and dis- 
cussions, the Rosso system emphasized the import- 
ance of logie and epistemology, called together 
Hetu-vidya, the ‘science of the ground.’ The 
origin of this system of Indian logic is traced to 
Akshapada, believed to have lived before Buddha, 
but it was further systematized by the Buddhist 
philosopher Dignaga, who is said to have lived in 
Andhra in the 6th cent A.D. The logical system 
was further elaborated in China and Japan, and 
flourished in the latter for many centuries from the 
8th, being cultivated even by the court nobles. 
The nature of the whole system may be seen from 
its general divisions: (1) the theories of concepts 
and propositions, both intuitive and inferential ; 
(2) a system of syllogism, consisting of three or 
five propositions ; (3) the theories of fallacies, in- 
herent in one of the three main propositions. This 
system of logic attained its utmost subtlety in 
Japan. _ _ . . 

Closely connected with the logical theories is 
the part of grammar treating of the eight cases (in 
Sanskrit, but applied to Japanese) and the forma- 
tion of compounds (si.x in kind). Althoiigli Japan- 
ese philosophers did little to develop their original 
theories or systems in these respects, they succeeded 
in applying them to their own language, and in 
greatly elaborating them according to its possibili- 
ties. Indeed, it was the adoption of the Indian 
system of logic and grammar that made the philo- 
sophical thought of the Japanese possible, ana 
overcame, to a great extent, the defects of tha'r 
language as to precise expression of philosophical 

thought. . T 

When the Hosso school had laid the foundations 
of Buddhist philosophy in Japan, another s/stem 
akin to Hegelianism was introduced there, in uic 
beginning of the 9th century. It was a systein 
of Buddhist idealism attempting to explain tne 
different forms of Buddliisin as tfie tactful steps oi 
Buddha’s educative method {ftpaya • iMumya) 
adapted to the various needs and capabilities oi 
his disciples. The system is known by the n^e 
Tendai (Chinese, Tien-t'ai), because it was formu 
lated by Chi-i (536-597) of Mount " the 

province of Chekiang.^ The man wbo introduced 
it into Japan and made use of it for unity , e 
Japanese Buddhism under its banner was Saiclm 
(767-822).* In SaichS’s thought, again, rve see 
little originality ; his work consisted in translating 
the idealistic system of the Clnnese phijo^oP 
into religious practice, and the Tendai pliiJo- J } 

1 Of. J. Edkins, Chtnetre JJtidd/iism\LoDdont 2893, cb. vUh 

2 3Uoyd, pp. 228-235 ; Asesaki, pt. iu. 
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pragmatized, so to speak, ruled Buddhist thought 
m Japan throughout centuries, parallel "with 
another school of pantheistic mysticism, Shingon 
(see below). 

The philosophy of the Tendai school is founded 
essentially on the same basis as that of the Sanron 
school, and amounts to denying reality to a finite 
conception, or thing, taken by itself. But it is 
further urged that reality in the full sense consists 
neither in an abstract vacuity nor in a phenomen.al 
actuality alone, but in the synthesis of both — the 
doctrine of the Middle Path. In other words, 
reality means a concrete being seen under the 
aspect of the universal, or a universal seen in a 
concrete existence. To realize this truth of reality, 
first in meditation, and then in moral and religious 
life, is the kernel of the Buddhist religion.* 

Now the Tendai philosophy of religion proceeds, 
upon this basic conception of tbe world, to explain 
the various branches of Buddhism as the stages of 
the necessary development of thought, which were 
taken into account by Buddha in leading his 
followers to the ultimate truth of reality. The 
first stage, to speak in a general way, was to 
instruct the people in the lawful order (dharmata) 
of existence, and therefore in the realistic traits of 
the Hinayana and the Hosso sciiools. Then the 
necessity of breaking down the exclusive adher- 
ence to actualities was shown in the teaching of 
vacuity {hlnj/atd), as expounded at length in the 
Prajua texts. The higher synthesis of these two 
extremes was carried out in the sermons of the 
Lotus of the True Lntu ([?•■».] Sad-dharma-pnnda- 
rtka), given during the last eight years of Buddha’s 
ministoy, according to Buddhist legend, and Chi-i 
claimed to have based his system on the teachings 
of that book. Chi-i distinguished five stages in 
Buddha’s educative process and eight kinds of 
doctrines therein expounded, and he further eluci- 
dated these stages and doctrines as the suoces.sive 
steps in Buddha's instructions as well as the 
gradual development of spiritual enlightenment in 
individual psychology. Birt the gist of this religi- 
ous philosophy was the consideration of the thesis, 
antithesis, and synthesis which, as stated above, 
were applied to all philosophical theses and to the 
instructions in moral and religious life. Thus, after 
all, we have here a splendid counterpart of the 
Hegelian idealism, and the contribution of the 
Japanese mind to the system consisted in applying 
this synthetic idealism to practical life. In this 
respect J apancse Buddhism produced not a few men 
of more or less originality, not only in religion and 
morals, but also in the arts and poetry ; Out this 
belongs to religious history rather than to the 
consideration of philosophy. 

The pantheistic mysticism laiown as the Shingon 
(Skr. Mantra) school was promulgated by Kukai 
(774-835), a younger contemporary and great rival 
of SaichS.^ The philosophy of Shingon wi« a 
signilicantcombinatiopof materialism and idealism, 
viewing the universe as the very body of the 
Buddha Great Illuminator (Maha- Vairoclmna) 
vitalized bv his soul. The five material elements, 
together with one ‘ mental ’ element, consciousness, 
are enlivened by the soul consisting of the ninefold 
stages or strata’ of soul-activities. And in every 
one of these material existences, even in dust or 
sand, and in every one of our thoughts and utter- 
ances, is embodied the all-pervading vitality of the 
universe. This was a mystic consummation of the 
cosmological, physical, and psychological specula- 

I 01. tVio appendix to M. Anesaljl, Nichiren, Hnrrard tjnl- 
Torsity Pres-s, 1910 ; Yamakami, ch. viii. 

s For Kukai and Shingon mysticism cf. Lloyd, pp. 235-240; 
Anesaki. Muddhist Art m its Helaiicm to Buddfiist Ideals, 
Boston, 1915, ch. ii. 

5 One higher stage, called amala, ‘pnrity-conscionsness,* is 
added to the eighth, the itMi/o ((or which see art. AsAiioa). • 


tions elaborated in India, Central Asia, China, and 
Japan ; and its religious practice consisted in the 
my'stic acts of prayers and rituals. In this respect 
Kukai simply imported what he found in China, 
but the grand scale of his world-view may be seen 
in his theory of the ten stages of spiritual' develop- 
ment, in which he surpassed the achievements of 
his predecessors. 

Kukai’s scheme arranged the various systems 
and _ ideas in a series of spiritual development, 
tracing the gradual illumination of the individual 
soul from beost-like stupidity up to the full real- 
ization, chiefly through mystic practices, of the 
cosmic life of the Great Illuminator. Not only 
the various branches of Buddhism but also Hindu- 
ism, Confucianism, and Taoism, were included in 
the scales of the progressive development which 
culminated in the mystic pantheism of Shingon. 
Here we shall simply enumerate the ten stages : 
(1) the stage of the soul, living and dying like a 
beast absorbed in the thoughts of food and sox — 
common men without religion ; (2) the state of 
the soul like a stupid child scrupulously sticking 
to moral rules and social conventions — Confucian- 
ism ; (3) the state of the soul like an infant living 
without fear, being nursed in the mother’s bosom, 
t.c. in the belief in the heavenly life — Bnthnianisin ; 

(4) the state of the soul which is convinced of tlic 
sole reality of the five constituents {s^ndhns) of 
existence and the non-entity of self — Hinayana ; 

(5) the state of the soul which, having realised the 
evil of existence, has eradicated its root, karma, and 
attained an absolute tranquillity — the enlighten- 
ment of the Pratyekabuddlia (g.v.); (6) the State 
of the soul awake to the oneness of existence and 
proceeding to the illumination in the truth of the 
illnsoriness of external existence— the Yuisliiki, or 
Vijfiati-matra, school ; (7) the state of the soul 
fully enlightened as to the ultimate reality which 
transcends all relativities — the Sanron, or Msdhya- 
mika, school ; (8) the state of the soul in which the 
all-embracing sole way of reality is grasped, the 
reality universal and eternal identified with our 
own soul — the Tendai school ; (9) the state of the 
soul freely moving in the world of living force, 
which is neither a chaotic mass nor a static entity, 
but exhibits its whole vitality even in a particle 
— the Kegon school, based on the book 

(Chin. Hwa-yen-Jdng ) ; (10) the state of the soul 
which has fully grasped the glories of cosmic 
mysteries and lives the life of the cosmic Lord 
oven in an individual body — the Shingon mysti- 
cism. 

The complete embodiment of cosmic mysteries 
in the individual life is more a matter of religions 
mysticism than of philosophical speculation ; but 
we have to note that the mystic ritualism of 
Shingon had in its background, or rather as its 
systematic expression, this view of a vast spiritual 
development going on in the individual soul as Avell 
as in the cosmic life. The final aim of every finite 
existence, according to this view, was participation 
in the full life of the cosmic Lord and attainment 
by this means of complete mastery over the cosmic 
mysteries. 

_ Tiie Shingon mysticism was, in fact, a culmina- 
tion of Buddhist philosophical thought, n’hich 
tried to unite in a harmonious whole not only the 
diflerent schools of Buddhism, but also all other 
religions and philosophies ivith which it came into 
contact. What the Tendai school regarded as the 
steps in Buddha’s educative method was modified 
by the Shingon system to mean , the successive 
stages of spiritual development, guided and illu- 
mined by Buddha’s wisdom and mercy. Thus the 
general trend of thought in these philosophical 
systems was idealistic in their philosophical founda- 
tion and pantheistic in their religious bearing. 
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3. Confudan philosophy.— In the early stage of 
its inHuence in Japan Confucianism was a system 
of civic morality and social institutions, and left 
the field of philosophic thought to Buddhism, 
never attempting to rival it. But the character- 
istic feature of Buddhism — its linking of ethics 
and metajihysics through psychological self-intro- 
spection— made more and more impression upon 
Chinese Confucianists, and resulted in the Sing--li 
school of the 12th cent., represented chiefly by 
Chu-Hsi (Jap. Shu-shi). 

Sinff means literally ‘nature,’ the universal 
nature of all e.vistences identified with the ulti- 
mate principle of cosmic existence; and in this 
sense sinff is identical with li, ‘reason’ or ‘uni- 
versal principle,’ like the Stoic Xiyor. Besides 
this, the Sing-li school postulated the existence of 
another principle called i'i, literally ‘ air,’ which 
meant the particularizing and vitalizing principle 1 
— the source of concrete physical existence. Thus 
the antithesis between li and A'l may roughly be | 
characterized as a dualism of the nietapliysical i 
and spiritual on one side and the physical and j 
concrete on the other. The Sing-li school empha- 
sized in its metaphysics the all-pervading rule of 
li as the wisdom and will of heaven, while in 
physics it elaborated the theory of the diflerentia- 
tion out of A'l of mental and physical conditions, 
which were pervaded by the positive and negative 
principles (yin and yang) and composed of the five 
material elements. 

Though the chief interest of the school was in 
ethics, its thinkers had to face the problem of 
psychologically examining human nature as re- 
flecting the heavenly reason, on the one hand, and 
as being disturbed by physical conditions, on the 
other. The intricate problems of human nature 
u’ere treated along psychological lines — e.g., the 
relation between tlie fundamental nature of the 
mind and its emotional agitations, the difference 
of temperaments caused by the preponderance of 
the various elements in the physical life, the close 
link existing between control of moral will and 
intellectual investigation into the nature of things, 
etc. These discussions were directed towards 
moral problems and applied to the methods of 
mental culture and control. This system of meta- 
physics and ethics was introduced into Japan in 
the 14th cent., but was cultivated chiefly by 
Buddhist monks, until it was adopted as the 
orthodox teaching of the State by the dictatorial 
government in the beginning of the 17th cent, and 
took the upper classes under its sway. The story 
of how the orthodox teachings of the Shu-shi 
philosophy moulded the moral life of the ruling 
classes is an important chapter in the moral history 
of the Japanese, but cannot be treated here.* We 
may, however, point out an important feature of 
the Sing-li school in Japan : it emphasized the 
virtues of sincerity and obedience perhaps more 
than benevolence and justice, the cardinal virtues 
of the original Confucianism. This was a conse- 
quence of the Shu-shi ethics adapted to the needs 
of the time, when the Japanese nation was ruled 
by a strong military government and enjoyed a 
peace lasting over two centuries. Sincerity, thus 
emphasized, verged on religious devotion — a pious 
obedience towards the heavenly reason as well as 
towards social order. This was a characteristic 
point of Japanese Confucianism, distin^ishing it 
from the same system in its native land ; and, in 
fact, some Japanese Confucianists of the 18th 
cent, organized a Shinto-Confucian cult. 

A system of ethical teaching thus dictated by 

1 See Anesaki, Religious and iloral Development of the 
Japanese, pt. v. On Confucianism in Japan in general see R. 

C. Armstrong, Light from the East, Toronto, 1914, and its 
review bj- Anesaki in the EaTvard Theological Review, Tiii. 
[1915] 663-671. 


the government and emphasizing obedience inevi- 
tably aroused reaction from men of ability and 
originality. One of the reactions was the ‘Old 
Learning’ (Jap. Ko-gaku-ha), which claimed to 
purge Confucianism from later admixtures and 
proposed a more dynamic view of the world and 
life. Speaking in general, the result was a mon- 
istic philosophy identifying JSi with li, i.g. at- 
tributing the concrete vitalizing force to the very 
nature of the cosmic principle. In this system the 
partition between metaphysics and physics was 
partly abolished, and likewise the antithesis be- 
tween the universal nature and the actual life. 
Every thing is a direct manifestation of the uni- 
versal vitality, and what the Shu-shiists call the 
‘ reason ’ or intelligence is nothing but the reign of 
law to be detected in the processes of the cosmic 
and individual life. The ethical consequence of 
this monistic philosophy was that not obedience 
but an actual realization of the universal life in 
the individual was the virtue of human life— a 
self-realization in which the individual embodies 
the all-comprehensive vitality of the tmiverse. 
The cardinal virtues are, therefore, benevolence 
and justice, the virtues which represent the love 
and law of the cosmic existence in the individual 


and social life. In short, the ‘ Old Learning’ 
school was, in spite of its claim and title, a pro- 
duct of Japanese genius, which cared not so much 
for metaphysical abstractions as for the realities of 
life. In its teaching we see a close tie between 
metaphysics and ethics, to the exclusion to a large 
extent of physical theories and psychological sub- 
tleties. 

The second of the heterodox schools consisted of 
the followers of Wang Yang-mingfJap. O-YSmei), 
the intuitionist of the 16th century. This school 
identified conscience, when unstained and fully 
alive, with the primeval conscience of the uni- 
verse. The main distinction of the school was 
that it abandoned all theoretical subtleties and 
aimed at realizing the primeval conscience in the 
individual life, first in intuitive insight and 
spiritual drill, and then in actual life. This 
feature had its best manifestation in the moral 
ittainment of a select few, who also favoured de- 
mocratic ideas and practices. The Ybniei sdiool 
was eminent and efficacious in its practical effects 
more than in philosophic thought as such. 

4. Review and present conditions. — Viewed as a 
whole, the philosophic thought of the Japanese 
lever manifested originality, but was always 
nfluenced by the philosophical systems of tlie 
Asiatic continent. Yet the impression made ana 
.he modifications wrought by the Japanese upon 
diese imported systems cannotbe overlooked, i riig- 
natic application and attempts at unifying those 
ivstems characterized the history of Japanese 
.houglit, and it bore its best fruits in religious and 
noral life rather than in theoretical elaborations. 

The change in philosophy going on at present is 
diiefly due to Japan’s contact with Western ciyii- 
zation. Auguste Comte and J. S. Mill ivero the 
irst European philosophers introduced, 1** , 

leventies of the 19th cent., soon after the refom or 
868, and some Confucianists found in Comte 
lositivism an ally of their own ethical and 
heories. Herbert Spencer followed, an o the sw ay 
if agnosticism lasted during the eighties. 
Snglish philosopher exerted his influence 1 _ 

lelling, more or less, mystic or rebgious ide. ^ 
landed down among the Japanese, P 
loint in his influence was that his agnosticis 
irought by some Buddhists into oonne.xion vit j 
he Buddhist transcendentalism 
chool. This was due to the fact that the un 
mowable of Spencer showed kinship to thoo er 
doming, in Sanron, of all finite conceptions u> 
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the search for the ultimate reality. This alliance 
is also found in Lafcadio Hearn’s * appreciation of 
Buddhism through his Spencerian agnosticism, 
thougli independently from the Japanese thinkers. 
While agnosticism was prevailing, Hegel was 
gradually introduced, and soon some young 
Buddhists realized the kinship between Hegel’s 
metaphysical dialectic and the Tendai philosophy 
of Buddhism. This discovery, in conjunction with 
various other circumstances, gave a strong impetus 
to the revival of Buddhist philosophy during the 
later years of the eighties. Since then nearly 
every one of the European philosophers has found 
his exponents in Japan, and the philosophical 
thought of modern Japan is in a melting-pot of 
Oriental and Occidental philosophies. Nearly 
twenty chairs of philosophy and philosophical 
sciences in Japanese universities represent all 
possible combinations of these philosophies. 
Although it may he premature to speak of any 
definite tendencies or predominant features, we 
may perhaps safely say that all these streams of 
Western thought are being correlated with either 
Buddhist idealism or Confucian positivism. 

ImKRATnuE.— This is cited throughout the article. 

M. Anesakx. 

PHILOSOPHY (Jewish). — Jewish philosophy 
may aptly he designated as the conscious attempt 
of Jewish thinkers to reconcile the teachings of 
Judaism Avith the results of their studies in the 
fields of the secular sciences. The literary pro- 
ducts of the Jews in this line of thought are not 
the continuation of either the Bible or the Talmud, 
nor do they represent a spontaneous manifestation 
of the Jewish mode of thinking, as was the case 
with the philosophy of the ancient Greeks ; they 
are the outgrowth of foreign influences which Avere 
fundamentally antagonistic to the religious spirit 
of Judaism. A people begins to philosophize only 
Avhen, for one reason or another, it becomes sus- 
picious of the value and truth of its inherited ideas 
and national beliefs. The JeAvs of ancient times, 
with the exception perhaps of some individuals, of 
whom, however, Ave have no sufficient records to 
Avarrant conclusions, never entertained any doubt 
as to the truth and the ethical Avorth of their 
religious teachings. Looking upon the Bible as a 
sacred book, the contents of Avhich Avere revealed 
or inspired by God Himself, they felt themselves 
in the possession of all truth, and it did not occur 
to them that they Avere in need of some new system 
of metaphysics Avhich Avould reveal to them verities 
not contained in their religious documents. It 
AA'as only Avhen the JeAvs came in contact with 
other nations, first Avith the Greeks and then with 
their disciples, the Arabs, that some of their 
scholars, Avho in their quest for knowledge had 
ventured beyond the boundaries of their o\vu 
national literature, began to notice the discrejian- 
cies betAveen Avhat they had hitherto considered as 
eternal verities and the neAV truth Avhich Avas 
heralded with so much clearness and certainty in 
the Avorks of foreign philosophy. This realiza- 
tion of a conflict of ideas is already reflected in 
the book of Ecclesiastes, Avhose author, however, 
makes no attempt at any philosophic reconciliation 
of the opposing vieAvs. 

The first J ewish author of prominence Avho tried 
to hannonize the Jewish and the Greek world- 
conception Avas Philo of Alexandria (c. 20 B.C.- 
A.d. 50). Starting out from the point of vieAV of a 
pious observant Jew, such as he Avas, that the 
l4a\v of Moses is the source and standard of all 
truth, religious and philosophic, and being at the 
same time an enthusiastic devotee of Greek 
thought, Philo set himself the task of proving 

1 Lafcadio Ileam, Japan: an Attempt at Interpretation. 
New York, li>04, pp. 22?-24‘50. 


that Judaism and Hellenism not only are not 
antagonistic, but actually teach the same divine 
truth, though each in a different form. In order 
to achieve his purpose he, on the one hand, resorted 
to an elaborate and often fantastic system of 
allegorization of the Bible, Avhereby the text 
could be made to mean anything desired, and, on 
the other hand, selected from the various Avritings 
of the philosophers those views Avhich in his 
opinion could be best adapted to the teachings of 
the Bible. Philo, though far from being a mere 
compiler, is thus to be classed Avith the philosophic 
eclectics. The doctrines of Pythagoras, Plato, 
Aristotle, the Stoics, and others Avere all made to 
contribute to his system, the main purpose of 
which Avas, as already noted, the defence and 
justification of the JeAvish religion (see C. 
Siegfried, Philo von Alexandria, Jena, 1875, p. 
137 fi‘. ; James Drummond, Philo Judceits, London, 
1888, i. 257 if. ). Philo’s influence on the later devel- 
opment of Jewish philosophy Avas coniparatiA-ely 
small (cf. Siegfried, pp. 299-302), but Avas an 
important factor in the construction of the 
Christian dogma by the Church Bathers. See, 
further, Alexandrian Theology, § 2. 

In the literature of the .Ibavs that originated 
during the nine centuries following upon the short 
Hellenistic period very little is found that can bo 
designated as philosophy. The only Avork of a 
speculative nature is the semi-mystic HebreAV 
treatise knoAvn under the name of Sefer Y'^rah 
(‘ Book of Creation ’), Avhich avos ascribed to the 
Mishnic teacher 'Akiba (2nd cent.) and even to the 
patriarch Abraham, but is no doubt a product of 
the Saboraic or the earlier Geonic period (5th-7th 
cent.). Apart from some philological paragraphs 
dealing Avith the HebreAv language, the treatise is 
a speculative attempt to solve the mysteries of 
God and nature in short sentences Avhich are partly 
very obscure. The number-symbolism of the 
Neo-Pythagorean school and some Gnostic ideas 
are the most conspicuous elements of the book, 
Avhich exercised an immense influence on later 
JeAvish literature, particularly the ICabbalS (j.v.). 
It appeared in several hundred editions, Avas fre- 
quently translated into Latin and all the leading 
Eurojiean languages, and Avas A'ariously com- 
mented upon by the most prominent JeAvish and 
also Christian authors (see for the literature JE 
xii. 606 ; M. Steinschneider, Die hebrdischen Vber- 
setziingcn, Berlin, 1893, p. 395, n. 181). 

With the general advancement and scientific 
progress Avhich mark the 9th cent, in the history 
of Islam a neAV period of literary actiA’ity and pro- 
ductivity was inaugurated also among the Jeivs 
living under IslSmitic rule. Among the various 
secular sciences then cultivated philosophy, too, 
Avas given careful attention. The numerous JeAvish 
philoso]ihicAA'ritersAA'ho represent this period (Avhich 
lasted about four centuries) are properly classified 
according to the preA'alence in their works of the 
doctrines and ideas Avhich they adopted from one 
or the other of the three main divisions of con- 
temporaneous Muhammadan philosophers. The 
latter are usually grouped ns Jiutakaliimfln, Neo- 
Platonists, and Aristotelians, or Peripatetics, the 
three schools folloAAing one another in chronological 
succession, although Ave meet Avith adherents of 
the Knlfim, e.g., also during the period of the Peri- 
patetics. The JeAvish philosophers who looked 
upon the Arabs as literar 3 ’ models natunally 
adopted viith the external literary form and 
method also the essential contents of the Arabic 
philosophy of their time— that is, in so far as the 
latter avos found to be compatible Avith the prin- 
cipal tenets of Judaism. We find, therefore, the 
same three philosophic divisions among the Jews 
as among the Arabs. Often, hoAvever, religious 
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scruples prevented individual thinkers from aban- 
doning themselves entirely to the influence of the 
school to wliicli, in the main, they belonged. In 
such events they would adopt single doctrines 
from some other system of thought, graft them 
upon their own, and thus obtain the chief result 
aimed at, namely, the harmonization of reason and 
belief, of philosophy and religion. With a few 
exceptions, Jewish philosophers are accordingly, 
as are indeed most of the medimval Muhammadan 
and Christian philosophers, more or less eclectics. 
Their writings, nearly all composed in Arabic, hut 
some preserved only in early Hebrew or Latin 
translations, cannot be properly understood without 
a sufficient knowledge of the kindred Arabic 
literature upon which they drew (see Philosophy 
[Muslim]). It would be a mistake, however, to 
think that owing to these facts Jewish philosophy 
is but a repetition or slight modification of that of 
the Arabs. For, as we have seen, the Jewish 
mind, when it made acquaintance with philosophy, 
whether Greek or Arabic, was not a tabula raxa 
capable of accepting anything that offered itself 
for acceptance, but, on the contrary, had been 
fully indoctrinated with a system of religion 
involving, if we may say so, a philosophy of its 
own which was totally different from the one that 
now presented itself. A thorough revision of the 
entire stock of their religious ideas as well as deep 
penetration into the real meaning of Grseco-Arabic 
metaphysics was required in order to make 
possible a mental readjustment and a complete 
blending of the two heterogeneous elements. The 
Jewish thinkers succeeded fairly well in this task 
of combining the secular and the sacred, the 
human and the divine, and by this combination 
gave to Greek (especially Peripatetic) philosophy, 
as taken over from the Arabs, a distinct religious 
character, transforming the whole into a system of 
ethics and theology. From a soienti&o point of ; 
view, all this activity may have been uncritical 
and wrong, but, as a stage m the development and 
manifestation of human thought, it was of no less 
importance and originality than the philosophy 
of the Muhammadan theologians and Christian 
scholastics, which likewise culminated in the 
attempt to reconcile pagan thought with the tenets 
of their respective religions. It should also be 
noted that there were some Jewish thinkers who 
did not enter upon the field of philosophy with a 
view of harmonizing it with their religious belief, 
but tried to settle tlie problems without consider- 
ing the consequences from the point of view of 
religion. 

An author of this type was Isaac b. Solomon 
Israeli of F^airawan, N. Africa (t 953, as is reported, 
at the age of over 100 years), the first known Jewish 
philosophic writer of the Arabic period, and recog- 
nized as the greatest physician of the Middle Ages, 
mediffival Christian authors referring to him as 
‘eximius monarcha medicinae.’ As a philosopher, 
Israeli cannot be rated very high ; he was altogether 
an eclectic, taking his material from any source 
with which he happened to be acquainted ; hence 
he cannot be classed with any of the three groups 
mentioned before, although on the whole he 
inclines more towards Neo-Platonic ideas. Israeli 
deserves recognition, however, for having first 
introduced the study of philosophy among the 
Oriental Jews of his time. His influence on the 
development of Jewish philosophy was very small, 
but Christian scholastics, like Albertus_ Magnus, 
Thomas Aquinas, and others, made prolific use of 
his writings (see Steinschneider, Arabische Litera- 
turderJuden, Frankfort, 1902, §28 ; J. Guttmann, 
Die philosophischen Lehren des Isaak ben Salomon 
Israeli, Munster, 1911, esp. p. 17 ff.). 

I. The Jewish Mutakallimun. — ^The earliest 


Jewish writer who is known to have followed the 
philosophy of the Kalam is David b. Menvnn ibii 
al-Mukanimas (JQJi xv. [19U3J 682) of Rnkka, 
Mesopotamia, who flourished towards the end of the 
9th and the beginning of the 10th cent, and is the 
first Jewish author to mention Aristotle byname 
(ib. xvii. [1905] 357). He wrote a philosophic work 
under the title’/jWni)/a;c(2^«(‘TwentyCliapters’), 
dealing with the various philosophical and theo- 
logical problems current in tho.se days. Fifteen 
chapters of the work were not long ago discovered 
in the Petrograd Library, while some portions of it 
were embodied in a Hebrew translation in the 
work of an author of the 12th cent, (Steinschneider, 
Arab. Lit., § 25, p. 338 f. ; Schreiner, Der KalAm, 
p. 22 f. ; JE iv. 466). 

Of far greater importance for the history of 
Jewish philosophy is tlie famous Ga6n Saadya b. 
Joseph al-Fayyunii (892-942), who is generally 
recognized as the inaugurator of a new epoch in 
all branches of Jewish learning, and who was 
actually the creator of mediaeval J ewish philosophy. 
While in general following the method and the 
ideas of the Mutakallimun, he shows himself in 
many essential points an independent thinker, ivho 
paved the way for the work of harmonizing reason 
and religion. It is impossible here even to mention 
the prolilems diseussed in his very numerous 
writings, especially in his main philosophic work, 
The Book of Philosophic Doctrines ana Beligmis 
Beliefs, which was much read in the Hebrew trans- 
lation (B7nunot we DSot) of Judah ibn Tibbon 
(1186). The Arabic original was published by 
S. Landauer (Leyden, 1880). See art. SaIapya 
and literature there cited ; cf. also H. Maker, 
Life and Works of Saadia Gaon, in the press; 
Steinschneider, Arab. Lit., § 31 ; Guttmann, Die 
Iteligionsphilosophic des Saadia, Gbttingen, 1882 ; 
Schreiner, pp. 5-22. 

Among the Jewish followers of the Kalani 
shortly after the time of Sa'ady'a (c. 950) special 
mention is made by a prominent Muhammadan 

V / 

author of one Abu-l*Hayr ) Dafld ibn Musft^ 

(diminutive of Musa), who defended the doctrines 
of the Kalam in learned meetings of Muhammadan 
Peripatetics in Baghdad and Ba§ra (see Goldziher, 
JtEJ x-lvii. [1894] 41-46). 

Sa'adya was taken as a model also by the 
GeOnim Samuel b. Hofni (f 1034) and his son-in-law 
Hal (t 1038), both very influential scholars (see 
Schreiner, MGWJ [1886] 314 ff.), as also by 

their contemporary Nissim b. Jacob, head ^ 
learned community of H*''irawan, who in his Clavis 
{Mafteah, ed. J. Goldenthal, Vienna, 1847), ^ 
well as in other writings (Goldziher, EEJ xmi- 
179-186; Steinschneider, Arab. /‘‘f 

quently set forth various doctrines of the MutaKai- 

An anonymous Arabic treatise in Hebrew 
characters dealing, as far as the recently ms- 
covered fragment goes, with the question ot i 
divine attributes likewise represents the scliooi oi 
the Mutakallimun. As supposed by Goldziner, 
who edited the fragment (Harkavy-Festschntt, 
Petrograd, 1908, pp. 95-114), the author hyed aLo 
in the period under consideration (llth century;- 

In this connexion mention must be maae or a 
distinct group of Jewish Mutakallimun ^ . 
known under the name of [farmtes T 

broken away from the solid ground -j 

Judaism with its Haggadic theology, ^yhlcll 
a strong barrier against heretic 
were thrown into a state of religious confusion 
which inclined them to be blown “■t'out bj any 
wind of theological doctrine that 
nrevnilinu in their days. The Karaites, e.sp 7 


earliest I prevailing in their days. 
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those of the 11 th and the 12 th centuries, therefore 
adopted the philosophy of the contemporaneous 
Kalam in its entirety, so that some of their -works 
might ‘ almost as ■\vell have been written by a Mu- 
hammadan author ’ (Steinschneider, Vbtrsetzungen, 
p. 453). The most prominent of the I^araite philo- 
sophic witers are : Abu Jusuf Ja'kub al l^irkisani 
(c. 930 [t 6 . p. 451 if., and Arab. Lit., § 43]) ; Joseph b. 
Abraham ha-Kohen, kno^vn under the euphemy 
al-Ba^Ir (Hebrew ‘ha-Roeh,’ ‘the seeing’) because 
of ^ his blindness, the most important ICaraite 
philosopher of the 11th cent. (P. F. Frank!, Ein 
mutazilitischer Kalam, etc., Vienna, 1872 ; Stein- 
schneider, Ubzrsetzungen, §§ 265-270, and Arab. 
Lit., § 50; Schreiner, Der Kaldm, pp. 27-32); 
Jeshu'a b. Jehudah ( 11 th cent. [Steinschneider, 
Arab. Lit., § 51 ; Schreiner, Studien iibcr Jeschua 
ben Jehiida, Berlin, 1900, who gives a full presenta- 
tion of Jeshua’s philosophy]). To these I^araite 
philosophers may be added the famous author of 
a Karaite encyclopedia {Eshkol ha^Kofer), Judah 
Hadassi of Constantinople (Schreiner, Der Kaldm, 
p. 33 f.), and the Bible exegete Aaron b. Joseph of 
Constantinople {ib. p. 57 ; cf. Kohler, JE i. 14), 
both of the 13th century. 

2 . The Jewish Neo-Platonists. — In the works of 
Isaac Israeli (mentioned above) we find for the 
first time a decided influence of the Neo-Platonic 
school,^ but the real representatives of Neo- 
Platonism among the Jews did not appear until 
over a century later in Spain. Of these the first 
and foremost author is undoubtedly the famous 
poet Solomon ibn Gabirol of Malaga, who, up to 
1846, when Solomon Munk discovered his identity, 
was known as a Christian scholastic under the 
corrupt name of Avicebron. His main philosophic 
work. The Fountain of Life, which is preserved 
only in a Latin translation of the 12 th cent. (C. 
Biiumker, Avencebrolis Eons Vitce, Munster, 1895) 
and in the Hebrew extracts made from the Arabic 
original by Shem Tob Palquera (13th cent.), has 
exercised the greatest influence on the development 
of Neo-Platonism in the Christian Middle Ages. 
Ibn Gabirol shows himself entirely independent of 
Jewish religious dogma, treating the philosophic 
problems without any theological bias. His work 
was therefore attacked by some of his successors 
and had comparatively little influence on Jewish 
thought. See, further, art. luN Gadirol. 

To the 11th cent, belongs in all probability also 
the anonymous Arabic work Ma'dni at-nafs 
(‘Essence of the Soul’), whose author is entirely 
under the influence of the Neo-Platonists, especi- 
ally the so-called ‘Sincere Friends’ 

.U«i 2 !\), a fraternity of humanitarian philoso- 

hors -who had established themselves at Basra 

uring the second half of the 10th cent. (cf. Gold- 
ziher, in Die Kultur der Gegenwart, i. 5, p. 309 f.). 
The work was jiublished by Goldziher {Kitdb 
nidni al-nafs, Berlin, 1907), who gave Mso a 
thorough analysis of its contents. 

During the first half of the 12th cent. Jewish 
Neo-Platonism is represented by the astronomer 
and mathematician Abraham b. Hiyya of Barce- 
lona in his ethical work. Meditation of the Soul 
(Hegybn ha-Ncfesh, Leipzig, 1800; cf. JE i. 108- 
110), and by the poet Moses ibn Ezra of Granada 

(t 1139), in his Garden (Akj A c.-), of -which only 

fragments are preser%’ed (se^ Steinschneider, Arab. 
Lit., p. 160, no. 3). 

Moses ibn Ezra’s prominent contemporary, the 
jihilosopher Joseph ion Saddik (or Siddik) of Cor- 
dova (t 1149), in jiis Microcoam, preserved only in a 
Hebrew translation (Olam iCatan, ed. S. Horovitz, 
Breslau, 1903) likewise propagates Neo-Platonic 


ideas (cf. M. Doctor, Die Philosophic des Josef ibn 
Zaddik, Munster, 1895 ; Schreiner, Der Kaldm, p. 
27 ff. ; Kaufmann, Attributenlehre, pp. 255-337 ; 
Horovitz, Die Psychologic, pp. 147-207), as does also 
the famous Bible exegete Abraham ibn Ezra of 
Toledo (t 1167) in his numerous Bible commen- 
taries and independent works (M. Friedlander, 
Essays on the }Vriti7igs of Abraham ibn Ezra, 
London, 1877 ; for his relation to the Kalam see 
Schreiner, Der Kaldm, pp. 35-41). 

Altogether in the spirit of Muhammadan Neo- 
Platonism is the philosophic work Bustdn al- Uhxil 
(‘ Garden of Intellects ’), in seven chapters, by 
Nathanael al-Fayyumi of Yemen (12th cent.), 
ublished unth an English translation and notes 
y Da%id Levine, New York, 1908 (Steinschneider, 
Arab. Lit., § 147). 

In the very popular ethical work. Duties of 
the Heart, W Bahya ibn Pakflda of Saragossa, 
which in the Hebrew translation (Ifobot ha-Leoabot) 
of Judah ibn Tibbon (1167) has gone through about 
50 editions, and has been translated into several 
European languages, Neo-Platonic and Silfi doc- 
trines are frequently met w'ith, though the author 
shows a marked inclination towards the Kalam 
(see Kaufmann, ‘ Die Theologie des Bachja ibn 
Pakuda,’ in Gesammelte Schrtften, ii., and especi- 
ally Schreiner, Der Kaldm, p. 25). The Arabic 
original under the title Al-hiddja’ ild fard' id al- 
tildb has been edited with a learned introduction 
y A. S. Yahuda (Leyden, 1912). 

Apart from the authors of independent works 
here enumerated, there were several others who, 
through translation into Hebrew of non-Jewish 
Neo- Platonic writings, have largely contributed to 
the spread and popularization of Neo-Platonic 
doctrines. In some instances the works in ques- 
tion have been preserved in the Hebrew transla- 
tion only, as, e.g., the pseudo- Empedoclean treatise 
on The Five Substances, edited by D. Kaufmann 
in Studien iiber Salomon ibn Gabirol, Budapest, 
1899. 

Through the influence of this literature various 
doctrines of Neo-Platonic origin gained entrance 
into Hebrew Bible commentaries and other works 
of later authors, who were not always aware of the 
real origin of their ideas. The main stream of 
Neo-Platonic ideas, however, emptied into the 
wide sea of mediceval Jewish mysticism, the 
i^abbala (g-.v.). 

3 . The Jewish Aristotelians. — The philosophy 
of Aristotle reached the Arabs and the Jews only 
after having undergone considerable changes. 
Aristotle’s early interpreters, especially Porphyry, 
took great liberties in reading into the text certain 
ideas which were foreign to Aristotle’s system. 
In the following centuries a number of pseudo- 
Aristotelian -uTitings came into existence, the 
doctrines of which -ivould have been vigorously 
repudiated by the great Stagirite. The lack of 
historical criticism, however, which was common 
to those ages, made the Arabs ns well as the Jews 
believe in the genuineness of these writings. 
Obvious contradictions of the sj-stem of Aristotle 
were represented as later views of the philosopher, 
or difficulties were smoothed over in some other 
artificial way. Thus a combination of Aristotelian, 
Neo-Pythagorean, and Neo-Platonic doctrines was 
attributed to Aristotle, the influence of which 
makes itself felt even among the keenest and 
stanchest Peripatetics. 

The first Jewish writer to refer to Aristotle by 
name is the above-mentioned David al-hlnkammo? 
(Steinschneider, JQR xvii. [1905] 357), while his 
younger contempora^, the GfiOn Sa'adya (892-942), 
though never mentioning Aristotle by name, at 
times adopts some of his philosophic theories, and 
at others assails him bitterly. By this time, then. 
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al-Kindi, al-FarfibI, and other Arabs bad made the 
name of Aristotle familiar to Jewish thinkers, but, 
as Kalam and Neo-Platonism were predominant 
among the Arabs, the Jews, too, were held under 
their influence, and for nearly two centuries no 
representative of Peripateticism appeared among 
them. The famous poet Judah Halevi (q.v.) of 
Toledo (t 1140) shows thorough acquaintance with 
the philosophy of Aristotle in his apologetic work 
kno-ivn under the title Kvzari (Cliazari), which is 
a philosophic dialogue between a Hebrew scholar 
and the king of the Chazars, and which was trans- 
lated into Latin and the leading European lang- 
uages (Steinschneider, Arab. Lit., § 103). Being 
likewise a strong opponent of philosophy, he can- 
not he counted among the Jewish Aristotelians. 
It was not until about the second half of the 12th 
cent, that a real champion of Aristotelian philo- 
sophy appeared in Abraham ihn Baud of Toledo 
(t c. 1180). In a work called The Sublime Faith he 
made the first attempt at reconciliation of Judaism 
with the doctrines of Peripatetic philosophy. Ihn 
Baud’s chief interest was the problem of free will 
vers 2 is predestination. He also discusses at some 
length the problem of creatio ex nihilo. Here he 
deviates from the Aristotelian assumption of the 
eternality of matter, adopting instead with certain 
reservations a theory similar to the Neo-Platonic 
doctrine of emanation. Neo-Platonic ideas find 
expression also in some other parts of the essenti- 
ally Aristotelian work (see Guttmann, Die Re- 
ligionsphilosophie des Abraham ibn Baud, Gottm- 
gen, 1879 ; Horovitz, Die Psychologie, p. 211 fi'.). 

Of much greater consequence was Moses b. 
Maimtin, commonly called Maimonides {[q.v.} 
1135-1204), the greatest Jewish philosopher of the 
Middle Ages. Like Ihn Baiid, whom he frequently 
follows, he started out with the conviction that 
reason, bein" a gift of God, cannot possibly conflict 
with true religion, which emanates from the same 
source. Aristotle is to Maimonides ‘ the prince of 
philosophers ’ whose theories he opposes to those 
of the Mutakallimun. In his main philosophic 
work. The Guide of the Perplexed, he tries to 
demonstrate the identity of Aristotle’s teachings 
with those of Judaism. The apparent contradic- 
tion between Aristotle and the Bible is due only 
to a too literal interpretation of the latter. A 
large portion of the work is therefore devoted to 
explaining away the anthropomorphisms of the 
Scriptures. In connexion therewith he discusses 
the divine attributes. Maimonides does not admit 
any positive attributes in the description of God, 
except those referring to God’s actions. God’s 
essence can be described only negatively. The 
last chapters of the first part offer a history of the 
Kalam and a trenchant criticism of its methods 
and teachings, which until recent times was the 
most important source of our knowledge about the 
Kalam. The main philosophic problems, as creatio 
ex nihilo, unity and incorporeality of God, and 
the nature of propliecy, are admir.ably treated in 
the second part of the Guide, while the third is 
devoted to questions of a more theological charac- 
ter, such as the origin of evil (theodicy), the extent 
of divine providence, which, contrary to the 
opinion of Aristotle, Maimonides holds, embraces 
all human individuals, and, finally, the_ meaning 
and purpose of the revealed law, which is treated 
in much detail. Maimonides identifies religion, as 
expressed in the divine precepts of the Pentateuch, 
with ethics, and tries to show that the precepts, 
if properly understood, have a moral purpqse. 

The main results of his philosophic investigations 
were formulated by Maimonides in short para- 
graphs at the beginning of his famous code, called 
Mishneh T6rah. Peripatetic philosophy of Aris- 
totle thus appears here as an integral part of a 


code of Jewish law. See, further, art. Maimon- 
IDE.S. 

Of the immediate pupils of Maimonides special 
mention is to he made of Joseph ibn 'A(inin 
(t Aleppo, 1226), to whom JIaimonides dedicated 
his Guide. He is the author of several philosophic 
treatises, some of which were pubushed (see 
Steinschneider, Arab. Lit., § 170 ; J. L. Magnes, 
A Treatise as to Necessary Existence, etc., Balin’ 
1904 ; W. Bacher, Sepher Musar, do. 1910). 

Maimonides’ works exercised great influence on 
Christian scholastics, especially Albertus Magnus, 
Thomas Aquinas, and others (Kaufmann, Gesam- 
melte Sehriften, ii. 152 ft'.). Among the Jews 
many of liis doctrines were strongly opposed as 
incompatible with traditional Judaism. This op- 
position led to a wide-spread internal strife and to 
a decline of philosophic studies within the ranks of 
Jewry (see H. Graetz, Hist, of the Jews, Eng. tr., 
London, 1891-92, iii. 622-545, 623 ff.). The numer- 
ous philosophic writers of the 13th cent, merely 
repeated the ideas of previous authors. Some of 
them, however, displayed great literary ability and 
industry as translators of foreign works into 
Hebrew (Steinschneider, Vbersetzungen, pp, 42- 
500), as compilers of general encyclopaedias (ib. pp. 
1-42), or as commentators on the works of others. 
Among these writers mention should be made of 
the Provencal Shem Tob Palquera (1225-90), a 
profound scholar and keen literary critic (Malter, 
JQR, new sen, i. [1910-11] 151-181, 451-501) i the 
Italian physician Hillel h. Samuel (1220-90), trans- 
lator into Hebrew of several works, among them 
the pseudo-Aristotelian Liber de Causis, from 
Latin, and author of an independent philosophic 
work (Tagmule ha-Nefesh, Lyck, 1874 ; see Stein- 
Schneider’s letter in the introd. to this work); 
Isaac Albalag of S. France, an unreserved follower 
of Aristotle, with some leaning, however, towards 
the KabbalS (H. Auerbach, Isaak Albalag, Bres- 
lau, 1906) ; Joseph ibn Caspi of Argentifere (1340), 
the most prolific writer of that period (see E. 
Renan and A. Neubauer, in Hist, littiraire de la 
France, Paris, 1893, xxxi. 477-547), and his con- 
temporary, the poet Jedaiah Penini of Bdziers, 
•whose Examen Mundi, an ethical work in a highly 
poetical Hebrew style, was one of the most popular 
books of the Middle Ages. It was translated into 
Latin and most of the modern languages (Eng. by 
T. Goodman, London, 1806), and very frequently 
published ivith various commentaries (Eenan- 
Neubauer, pp. 359-402). . 

Buring the first half of the l_4th cent. Jewish 
Peripateticism once more came into great repute 
through Levi b. Gershon ([y.u.] Gersonides, Maps- 
ter Leo Hebrseus, t c. 1344) of Bagnols, after 
Maimonides the keenest and the most consistent 
Jewish Aristotelian of the Middle Ages. Levi_ is 
the author of numerous philosophic commentanes 
on hooks of the Bible and on the works of Averroes 
as well as of a comprehensive independent ■"’ork 
called Milhamdth 'Addnai (‘ Battles of the Lora ), 

which established his fame (Eenan-Neubauer, pp. 

586-644 ; Kellermann, Die Kainpfe Gottes, Berlin, 
1914 ; cf. Husik, JQR vii. [1917]). 

Of great interest for the history of philosophy 
aie the works of Moses Narboni of Narbqnne ,T -• 
1362), surnamed Mattre Vidal Bellsom (Belhomme). 
Like Gersonides, he was an ardent exponent oi 
Peripatetic - Averroistic philosophy. He wrow 
valuable commentaries on the works of Avicenna, 
Ghazali, Ibn Tufail, Averroes, and Maimonulra 
{Guide), as well as several independent works on 
philosopliic subjects (Renan-Neubauer, pp- 

A philosoplier of great originality 
Crescas of Barcelona and Saragossa (1340- -5 Ut. 
author of a profound work entitled Or A( 
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(‘ of God ’). Ilasdai marks a decided turn in 
the history of Jewisli philosophy. Far from con- 
tinuing the Peripatetic doctrines of Mainionides 
and Gersonides, he, like Ghazali among the Arabs, 
tried to demolish tlie whole structure of the philo- 
sophers’ world-conception, showing the inadequacy 
of reason to establish the truth, which, he claims, 
can be obtained only on the firm basis of revealed 
religion. Hasdai’s work e.'cercised gi'eat influence 
on Spinoza, many essential points in the latter’s 
system having been taken from the former (M. 
Joel, Don Chnsdai Creslcas' religionsphilosopkiscke 
Lehren, Breslau, 1866, Zur Genesis der Lchre 
Spinoza’s, do. 1871 : J. Wolfsohn, Der Einjluss 
Gaz&li’s auf Chisdai Crescas, Frankfort, 1905). 

The Har.aite Jews of the period under considera- 
tion also produced a philosopher of prominence in 
the person of Aaron b. Elijah of Nicomedia, Asia 
Minor, whose Tree of Life (finished in 1346) com- 
pares fairly with the Guide of Mainionides, after 
which it was modelled (see F. Delitzsch, Ahron ben 
Elia’s , . . System der Religionsphilosophie, 
Leipzig, 1841 ; Schreiner, Der KalAm, p. 67 ff.). 

Towards the end of the 14th cent. Proliat Duran 
(Spain), commentator of Mairaonides’ Guide and 
author of several other works, arrests attention as 
a man of philosophic learning and critical acumen 
(S. Gronemann, De Profiatii Durani Vita ae 
Stndiis, Breslau, 1869). He is greatly excelled by 
his name-sake, Simon Duran of Majorca (1361-1444), 
a man of keen intellect and vast J ewish and secular 
learning, who wrote numerous works, among them 
one of an encyclopiedic character, in winch he 
shows perfect familiarity with the problems of 
philo.sophy . and all the sciences of the Middle 
Ages (see Guttmann, MGWJ lii. [1908] 41-72, liii. 
[1909] 46-79, 199-228). 

The best known philosophic writer of the 15th 
cent, is Joseph Albo (t c. 1444), a pupil of 
Crescas. He is the author of the very popular 
hook,' Iklptnm (‘Principles’), which is character- 
istic of the change that took place within the 
ranks of the Jewish thinkers during the 15th cent, 
(see A. Tanzer, Die Religionsphilosophie Joseph 
Albo’s, Frankfort, 1896). Partly owing to the 
sharp criticism of H-i-sdai, Peripateticism had 
gradually given place to doctrines which were more 
in keeping with the spirit of Judaism. Among 
the writers of this period worthy of mention are 
Joseph b. Shorn Tob and his son Shem Tob, both 
in Spain, the former a very independent writer and 
critic, the latter a strict follower of Mairnonides 
and commentator of his Guide (see Guttmann, 
MGWJ Ivii. [1913] 177 ff.); Abraham Bibago of 
Huesca (t c. 1490), author of commentaries on 
Averroes and of The Path of Faith, a v.aluable 
philosophic presentation and defence of the Jewish 
religion (Steinschneider, Vbersetzungen, § 38, p. 
168); Judah Messer Leon of Mantua, author of 
several works, among them a compendium of logic 
and a commentary on Ari.stotle’s Ethics (Hiisik, 
Judah Messer Leon’s Commentary on the ' Vetus 
Logica,’ Leyden, 1906) ; Elijah del Medigo of 
Crete (1450-93), the famous professor of philosophy 
at the universities of Padua and other Italian 
cities, author of Bchinat hn-Dat (‘ Investigation of 
Keligion ’) and of several commentaries in elegant 
Latin on works of Aristotle and AveiToes, some 
written at the request of his pupil and. friend. 
Count Pico de Mirandola (Steinschneider, Ubersetz- 
ungen, p. 973) ; Isaac Arama of Zamora (t 1494), 
author of the very popular philosophic homiletical 
Offering of Isaac, part of which was translated 
into Latin and made the subject of an academic 
dissertation by Anton J. von der Hardt (1729 ; see 
Steinschneider, Vbersetzungen, p. 214 f. ; Zeitschr. 
fiir hebr. Bibliographic, iii. [1899] 17, no. 209 ; JE 
ii. 66) ; the Catalonian Abraham Shalom (t 1492), 


translator of Albcrtus Magnus’s Philosophia 
Pauperum and of a treatise by Marailius Ingenus, 
and author of th.e learned work Neweh ^lalom 
(Steinschneider, Vbersetzungen, pp. 465, 469) ; 
Don Isaac Abravanel (1437-1508), treasurer of 
Alfonso V. of Portugal, the most prolific writer of 
that period, author of voluminous Bible commen- 
taries and other works, which were much studied 
and highly esteemed also by Christian scholars 
(Guttmann, Diereligionsphilosophischen Lehren des 
Isaac Abravanel, BTcslaii, 1915); Judah Abravanel 
(son of the preceding), called Leo Hebrosus, a Neo- 
Platonist ol the Italian Renaissance period, who 
has made himself famous as a philosopher by his 
work Dialoghi di amore, which went through many 
editions in the Italian original and in various 
translations (Munk, Melanges, pp. 622-528 ; B. 
Zimmels, Leo Hebraeus, Leipzig, 1886, LeoneHebreo 
Neue Studien, Vienna, 1892). 

With the ex'pulsion of the Jews from Spain (1492) 
the centre of Jewish medimval secular civilization 
was destroyed. A considerable number of Hebrew 
authors were busy writing on religious philosophic 
subjects also during the following centuries, especi- 
ally in Italy, where many of the Spanish exiles had 
settled, but none of their writings can be considered 
as an original contribution to Jewish philosophy. 
The Jewish philosophers of great prominence that 
still appeared on the scene, such as Baruch Spinoza, 
Moses Mendelssohn, and others of more recent 
times, were not the continuators of what is known 
as ‘Jewish’ philosoph.y, and are, therefore, not to 
be discussed here. They belong to the history of 
philosophy in general. 

In summing uj) it may be said that, while on the 
whole the Jews as philosophers play only a second- 
ary r61e, ‘ they indisputably share with the Arabs 
the merit of having preserved and propagated the 
science of philosophy during the centuries of bar- 
barism, and of having exercised for a certain period 
a civilizing influence on the European world’ 
(Munk, MUanges, p. 511). 

Litkratdre. — W orks on individual authors havinp keen re- 
ferred to in the text, we quote here onij- uorks tliat deal with 
Jewish philosopliy in general : W. Bacher, Die UiMexeuese 
der jddischen /lelioxonitphihsophen des Mittelalters tor 
Maividni, Strassburj;, 1892 (of, his Bihrlexepese Moses Mai- 
milni's, do. 1890); S. Bernfeld, Da’at Elohim, Warsaw, 1897: 
P. Bloch, Die jiidische lielipiom-phitosophie, in Winter and 
Wunsche, DieJUdisehe Ditteratur, Berlin, 1807, ii. 699-794, also 
separatel.v : M. Eisler, Vorlesungen dber die jddisehen Philo- 
sophendes MUtelalters, S vols., Vienna, 1870-83 ; I. Goldzihcr, 
in Die KxUttir der Gegenwari, i. [1913] 301-337 : S. Horovitz, 
Die Pspchologie bei den jddischen kelinimsphilosophen des 
Mfttelallers, 4 vols., Breslau, 1693-1912; f, Husik, A Ihst. of 
MedievalJnrish Philofophg, New York, 1910; D. Kaufmann, 
Gesch. der A llribiitenlehre in der Jddischen Religienxsjxhilosophie 
des MUtelalters, Gotha, 1877 ; P. J. Muller, De godslexr der 
rniddrfeiiirnrAe Joden, Groninpen, 1898 : S. Munk, Melanges de 
philosophie juice et arabe,2 vols., Paris, 18.07-59 (ef. B. Beer, 
Philosophic und philosophische Schriflsteller derJuden, Leipzie, 
1852); D. Neumark, Gesch. der jddischen Philosophic des Mit- 
telallers, Berlin, 1907-10; M. Sclirciner, Der Ealdtn in der 
jddischen Literatur, do. i895 ; J. Spiegler, Gesch. der Philo- 
sophic des Judenthums, Leipzig, 1891. 

Henry Malter. 

PH ILOSOPHY (Muslim).—!. The earliest atti- 
tude of Islam to reflective thought. — The heathen 
period of Arabian history, ‘ the time of ignorance’ 
[jdhUiya), came to an end when Muhammnd re- 
ceived his divine revelation from the hands of the 
archangel Gabriel. The Qur’iln containseverything 
that man needs to know. In point of fact, how- 
ever, it supplies bnt scantj' materials for the 
philosophical spirit ; and of sucli materials already 
in existence it was the wisdom of Luqinfin alone 
(cf. Qur’an, xxxi.) — a body of religious and practi- 
cal ethics that miglit be comparea to the book of 
Proverbs — tliat found admission into the bible of 
Islam. Had Muhammad known of philosophers 
in the Greek sense of the terra, he would doubtless 
have doomed them, as he doomed the poets, to the 
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al-Kindi, al-Farabi, and other Arabs had made the 
name of Aristotle familiar to Jewish thinkers, but, 
as Kalam and Neo-Platonism were predominant 
among the Arabs, the Jews, too, were held under 
their influence, and for nearly two centuries no 
representative of Peripateticism appeared among 
them. The famous poet Judah Halevi {q.v.) of 
Toledo (t 1140) shows thorough acquaintance with 
the philosophy of Aristotle in his apologetic work 
known under the title Krizari (Ghazarl), which is 
a philosojjliic dialogue between a Hebrew scholar 
and the king of the Chazars, and which was trans- 
lated into Latin and the leading European lang- 
uages (Steinschneider, Arab. Lit., § 103). Being 
likewise a strong opponent of philosophy, he can- 
not be counted among the Jewish Aristotelians. 
It was not until about the second half of the 12th 
cent, that a real champion of Aristotelian philo- 
sophy appeared in Abraham ibn Baud of Toledo 
(t c. 1180). In a work called TM Sublime Faith he 
made the first attempt at reconciliation of Judaism 
with the doctrines of Peripatetic philosophy. Ibn 
Baud’s chief interest was the problem of free will 
versus predestination. He also discusses at some 
length the problem of creatio ex nihilo. Here he 
deviates from the Aristotelian assumption of the 
eternality of matter, adopting instead with certain 
reservations a theory similar to the Neo-Platonic 
doctrine of emanation. Neo-Platonic ideas find 
expression also in some other parts of the essenti- 
ally Aristotelian work (see Guttmann, Die Be- 
ligionsphilosophie des Abraham ibn Datid, Gottin- 
gen, 1879 ; Horovitz, Die Psychologie, p. 211 fi‘.). 

Of much greater consequence was Moses b. 
MaimOn, commonly called Maimonides ([g.u.] 
1135-1204), the greatest Jewish philosopher of the 
Middle Ages. Like Ibn Baud, whom he frequently 
follows, he started out with the conviction that 
reason, being a gift of God, cannot possibly conflict 
with true religion, which emanates from the same 
source. Aristotle is to Maimonides ‘ the prince of 
philosophers ’ whose theories he opposes to those 
of the Mutakallimiln. In his main philosophic 
work, The Guide of the Perplexed, he tries to 
demonstrate the identity of Aristotle’s teachings 
with those of Judaism. The apparent contradic- 
tion between Aristotle and the Bible is due only 
to a too literal interpretation of the latter. A 
large portion of the work is therefore devoted to 
explaining away the anthropomorphisms _ of the 
Scriptures. In connexion therewith he discusses 
the divine attributes. Maimonides does not admit 
any positive attributes in the description of God, 
except those referring to God’s actions. God’s 
essence can be described only negatively. The 
last chapters of the first part offer a historj’’ of the 
Kalam and a trenchant criticism of its methods 
and teachings, which until recent times was the 
most important source of our knowledge about the 
Kalam. The main philosophic problems, as creatio 
ex nihilo, unity and incorporeality of God, and 
the nature of prophecy, are admirably treated in 
the second part of the Guide, while the third is 
devoted to questions of a more theological charac- 
ter, such as the origin of evil (theodicy), the extent 
of divine providence, which, contrary to the 
opinion of Aristotle, Maimonides holds, embraces 
all human individuals, and, finally, the meaning 
and purpose of the revealed law, which is_ treated 
in much detail. Maimonides identifies religion, as 
expressed in the divine precepts of the Pentateuch, 
with ethics, and tries to show that the precepts, 
if properly understood, have a moral purpose. 

The main results of his philosophic investigations 
were formulated by Maimonides in short para- 
graphs at the beginning of his famous code, called 
Mi.ihneh Tdrcih. Peripatetic philosophy of Aris- 
totle thus appears here as an integial part of a 


code of Jewsh law. See, further, art. Maijiox- 
IDES. 

Of the immediate pupils of Maimonides special 
mention is to be made of Joseph ibn 'Abnin 
(t Aleppo, 1226), to whom Maimonides dedicated 
his Guide. He is the author of several philosophic 
treatises, some of which were published (see 
Steinschneider, Arab. Lit., § 170; J. L. Magnes, 
A Treatise as to Necessary Existence, etc., Berlin’ 
1904 ; W. Bacher, Sepher Musar, do. 1910). 

Maimonides’ works exercised great influence on 
Christian scholastics, especially Albertus Magnus, 
Thomas Aq^uinas, and others (Kaufmann, Gesam- 
melte Schriften, ii. 152 ff). Among the Jews 
many of his doctrines were strongly opposed as 
incompatible ■with traditional Judaism. This op- 
position led to a wide-spread Internal strife and to 
a decline of philosophic studies witliin the ranks of 
Jewry {see H. Graetz, Hist, of the Jews, Eng. tr., 
London, 1891-92, iii. 522-545, 623 ff.). The numer- 
ous philosophic writers of the 13th cent, merely 
repeated the ideas of previous authors. Some of 
them, liowever, displayed great literary ability and 
industry as translators of foreign works into 
Hebrew (Steinschneider, Vbersetzungen, pp. 42- 
500), as compilers of general encyclopaedias Ifb. pp. 
1-42), or as commentators on the works of others. 
Among these writers mention should be made of 
the Provencal Shem Tob Palquera (1225-90), a 
profound scholar and keen literary critic (Malter, 
JQR, newser., i. [1910-11] 151-181, 451-501); the 
Italian physician Hillel b. Samuel (1220-90), trans- 
lator into Hebrew of several works, among them 
the pseudo-Aristotelian Liber de Causis, from 
Latin, and author of an independent philosophic 
work {Tagmule ha-Ncfesh, Lyek, 1874 ; see Stein- 
schneider’s letter in the introff to this work); 
Isaac Albalag of S. France, an unreserved follower 
of Aristotle, with some leaning, however, towards 
the ^abbala (H. Auerbach, Isaak Albalag, Bres- 
lau, 1906) ; Joseph ibn Caspi of Argentibre (1340), 
the most prolific writer of that period (see E. 
Renan and A. Nenbauer, in Hist. litUraire de la 
France, Paris, 1893, xxxi. 477-547), and his con- 
'teinporary, the poet Jedaiah Penini of B6ziers, 
whose Examen Iiundi, an ethical work in a highly 
poetical Hebrew style, was one of the most popular 
books of the Middle Ages. It was translated into 
Latin and most of the modem languages (Eng. by 
T. Goodman, London, 1806), and very frequently 
published with various commentaries (Eenan- 
Neubauer, pp. 359-402). . 

Bnring the first half of the 14th cent. Je'Wish 
Peripateticism once more came into great repute 
through Levi b. Gershon ([g’.i’.j Gersonides, Hams- 
ter Leo Hebraeus, t c. 1344) of Bagnols, _ after 
Maimonides the keenest and the most consistent 
Jewish Aristotelian of the Middle Ages. Levi is 
the author of numerous philosophic commentanes 
on books of the Bible and on the works of Ayerroes 
as well as of a compreliensive independent worn 
called MilhamOth 'Addnai (‘ Battles of the Lord ), 
which established his fame (Renan-Neubauer, pp- 
586-644; Kellerniann, Bm Kampfe Gottes, Bemn, 
1914; cf.Husik,J'5Bvii. [1917]). 

Of great interest for the history of nhilosopliy 
are the works of Moses Narboni of Narbonne J -- 
1362), surnamed Maftre Vidal Bellsom (Belhomme). 
Like Gersonides, he was an ardent exponent or 
Peripatetic - Averroistic philosophy. He yro 
valuable commentaries on the works 
Ghazall, Ibn Tufail, Averroes, and Mainioni(lc_ 
(Guide), as well as several independent 
philosophic subjects (Renan-Neubauer, pp- 

^^A philosopher of great originality J''"® 

Crescas of Jlarcelona and Saragossa 
author of a profound work entitled Or A 
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(‘ Lij;ht of God ’). Pasdai marks a decided turn in 
the history of Jewish philosophy. Far from con- 
tinuing the Peripatetic doctrines of Mainionides 
and Gersonides, he, like Ghazali among the Arabs, 
tried to demolish tlie whole structure of the philo- 
sophers’ world-conception, showing the inadequacy 
of reason to establish the truth, which, he claims, 
can be obtained only on the firm basis of revealed 
religion. (Jasdai’s work exercised great influence 
on Spinoza, many essential points in the latter’s 
system having been taken from the former (M. 
Joel, Don Chasclai CrcsJcas’ religions^hilosophische 
Lchren, Breslau, 1866, Znr Genesis der Lehre 
Spinoza’s, do. 1871 ; J. Wolfsohn, Der Einjluss 
Gazdll’s auf Chisdai Crescas, Frankfort, 1905). 

The !^araite Jews of the period under considera- 
tion also produced a philosopher of prominence in 
the person of Aaron b. Elijah of Nicomedia, Asia 
Minor, whose Tree of Life (linished in 1346) com- 
pares fairly with the Guide of Mainionides, after 
which it was modelled {see F. Delitzsch, Ahron ben 
Elia’s . . . System der Religionspliilosophic, 
Leipzig, 1841; Schreiner, Der Kaldm, p. 57(1'.). 

Towards the end of the 14th cent. Proliat Duran 
(Spain), commentator of Maimonides’ Guide and 
author of several other works, arrests attention as 
a man of philosopliio learning and critical acumen 
(S. Groneniann, De Prqfjatii Diirani Vita ae 
Siicdiis, Breslau, 1869). He is greatly excelled by 
hisname-ake, Simon Duran of Majorca(1361-1444), 
a man of keen intellect and vast Jewish and secular 
learning, who wrote numerous works, among them 
one of an encyclopredic character, in which he 
shows perfect familiarity with the problems of 
pliilosophy .and all the sciences of the Middle 
Ages (see Guttmann, MGWJ lii. [1908] 41-72, liii. 
[1909] 46-79, 199-228). 

The best known philosophic writer of the 15tli 
cent, is Joseph Albo (t c. 1444), a pupil of [Jasdai 
Crescas. He is the author of the very popular 
hook,' Iklcarim {‘Principles’), which is character- 
istic of the change that took place witliin the 
ranks of the Jewish thinkers during the 15th cent, 
(see A. Tanzer, Die Rcligionsphilosophie Joseph 
Albo’s, Frankfort, 1896). Partly owing to the 
sharp criticism of J^^isdai, Peripateticism had 
gradually given place to doctrines which were more 
in keeping with the spirit of Judaism. Among 
the writers of this period worthy of mention are 
Josepli 1). Siiem Tob and his son Shem Tqb, both 
in Spain, the former a very independent writer and 
critic, the latter a strict follower of Maimonides 
and commentator of his Guide (see Guttmann, 
MGWJ Ivii. [1913] 177 ff.); Abraham Bibago of 
Huesca (t c. 1490), author of commentaries on 
Averroes and of The Path of Faith, a valuable 
philosophic presentation and defence of the Jewish 
religion (Steinschneider, Ubersctzungen, § 38, p. 
168) ; Judah Messer Leon of Mantua, author of 
several works, among them a compendium of logic 
and a commentary on Aristotle's Ethics (Hiisik, 
Judah Messer Leon’s Commentary on the ‘ Vctiis 
Logica,’ I.eyden, 1906) ; Elijah del Medigo of 
Crete (1450-93), the famous professor of philosophy 
at the universities of Paefua and other Italian 
cities, author of Bchinnt ha-Dat (‘ Inye.stigation of 
Keligion ’) and of several commentaries in elegant 
Latin on works of Aristotle and Averroes, some 
written at tlie request of his pupil and friend. 
Count Pico de Mirandola (Steinschneider, Ubersetz- 
ungen, p. 973) ; Isaac Arama of Zamora (t 1494), 
author of the very popular piiilosophic liomiletical 
Offering of Isaac, part of which was translated 
into Latin and made the subject of an academic 
dissertation by Anton J. von der Hardt (1729 ; see 
Steinschneider, Ubersctzungen, p. 214 f. ; Zeitschr. 
fiir hebr. Bibliographic, iii. [1899] 17, no. 209 ; JE 
ii. 60) ; the Catalonian Abraham Shalom (t 1492), 


translator of Albertus ilagnu.s’s Philosophia 
Pauperum and of a treatise by Marsilius Ingenus, 
and _ author of the learned work Neioeh ^alom 
(Steinschneider, Ubersctzungen, pp. 465, 469) ; 
Don Isaac Abravanel (1437-1508), treasurer of 
Alfonso _v. of Portugal, the most prolific writer of 
that period, author of voluminous Bible commen- 
taries and other works, which were much studied 
and highly esteemed also by Christian scholars 
(Guttmann, Die religionsphilosophischen Lehrendes 
Isaac Ab]-avanel,BTcs\a.u., 1915); Judah Abravanel 
(son of the preceding), called Leo HebriEus, a Neo- 
Platonist of the Italian Renaissance period, who 
has made himself famous as a philosopher by his 
work Dialoghi di amore, which went through many 
editions in the Italian original and in various 
translations (Munk, Milanges, pp. 522-528 ; B. 
Zimmels, Leo Ilebrancs, Leipzig, 1886, Leone Hebreo 
Neue Studien, Vienna, 1892). 

'With the expulsion of the Jews from Spain (1492) 
the centre of Jewish medireval secular civilization 
was destroyed. A considerable number of Hebrew 
authors were busy writing on religious philosophic 
subjects also during the following centuries, especi- 
ally in Italy, where many of the Spanish exiles had 
settled, but none of their writings can be considered 
as .an original contribution to Jewish philosophy. 
The Jewish philosophers of great prominence that 
still appeared on the scene, such as Baruch Spinoza, 
Moses Mendelssohn, and others of more recent 
times, were not the continuators of what is known 
as ‘ Jewish’ philosophy, and are, therefore, not to 
be disciissed here. Tiiey belong to the history of 
philosophy in general. 

In summing uj> it may be said that, while on the 
whole the Jews as philosophers play only a second- 
ary rble, ‘ they indisputably share with the Arabs 
the merit of having preserved and propagated the 
science of philosophy during the centuries of bar- 
barism, and of having exercised for a certain period 
a civilizing influence on the European world’ 
(Munk, Melanges, p. 511). 

Litehature. — ^V orkfl on individual authors havinf? been re* 
ferred to in the text, we quote here only works that deal with 
Jewish philosophy in general : W. Bacher, Die Bihelexetjese 
der jilaUchen hetigurusphilosophen des Mittelalters vor 
ifaimdnif Strassburg, 1892 (cf, his Dihelexepese Moses Mai’ 
milnVe, do. 1896) ; S. Bemfeld, Da*at AVoAtm, Warsaw, 1897 ; 
P. Bloch, Die judische Jieligionuphilosophie, In Winter and 
Wunsche, Die judische LitteraUir^ Berlin, 1897, Ii. 699-794, also 
separately; M. Eisler, Vorlesunnen dber die jiidUcken PhilO’ 
sophen des MUtelaUers^ZvoXs.^ Vienna, 1870-83 ; I. Goldziher, 
in Die fCuUnr der Gegenwart, i. (1913] 301-337 ; S. Horovitr, 
Die Psf/chologie bei dm jiidischen Beligionsphiiosophen des 
Mittelalters, 4 vols., Breslau, 1893-1912; I. Husik, A Hist, of 

1 . -r ».._•.!. York, 1916 ; D. Kaufmann, 

' - . • ■ • . • • Judischen HcligioiMqihilosophte 

' *-• . K J* Muller, De god fleer der 

Groningen, 1893 ; S.Munk, Milanges dc 
philosophie juive el arahe,^ vols., Paris, 1857-59 (cf. B. Beer, 

*^‘*-‘** Leipzig, 

). *«• ’ ' erjihlUchen Philosophic des Mxt’ 

V. Schreiner, Der Raldm in der 
jiidischeh Literatur, do. 1895 ; J. Spiegler, Oesch. der Philo- 
sophic des Jud€7ithu7ns, Leipzig, IS91. 

Henry Malter. 

P H I LOS O P HTf (Muslim ) . — i . The earliest atti- 
tude of Islam to reflective thought. — The he.athen 
period of Arabian history, ‘ the time of ignorance ’ 
[jahiliya), came to an end when Muhammad re- 
ceived his divine revelation from the hands of the 
arciiangel Gabriel. The Qur’an contains everything 
that man needs to know. In point of fact, how- 
ever, it supplies but scanty materials for the 
philosophical spirit ; and of such materials already 
in existence it was the wisdom of Luqmfm alone 
(cf. Qur’an, xxxi.)— a body of religious and practi- 
cal ethics that might be compareci to the book of 
Proverbs — that found admission into tlie bible of 
Islam. Had Muhammad known of pliilosophers 
in the Greek sense of the term, he would doubtless 
have doomed them, as he doomed the poets, to the 
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Fire. The Tradition ascribes , to him the charac- 
teristic saying, ‘ Tlie devil is found upon the way 
of the solitary,’ and philosophers are, as a rule, 
solitary men. As time, however, reconciles all 
opposites, the Prophet, according to the Tradi- 
tion, likewise said that the first thing created by 
God was knowledge ('ilm) or reason f^aql). His 
son-in-law, 'All, the fourth khalifah, who was 
regarded by many heretics of a later age as the 
first Arabian philosopher properly so called, is 
reported to have said, ‘Philosophy is the lost 
sheep of the faithful ; take it up again, even if 
from the infidel.’ Further, the Socratic maxun 
‘ Know thyself ’ — in a somewhat mystical or pan- 
theistic sense — was put into the mouth both of the 
Prophet himself and of his son-in-law. 

To the mind of Muhammad Allah was pre- 
eminently the Powerful, the Wise. Primarily, 
indeed, he is the Powerful, who can do all things, 
and does as he wills, and it is rather in a secondary 
sense that he is the Wise — an attribute that here 
properly means ‘ all - knowing,’ for primitive 
thought dwells more upon the compass than upon 
the content or the mode of knowledge. Allah’s 
Avisdom might, in fact, be characterized as shrewd- 
ness or sagacity. Just as the merchants of Mecca 
enter their transactions in their books, so Allah 
notes down the deeds of men ; he is quick at cal- 
culation ; he is something of a schemer. His 99 
beautiful names or attributes do not include reason. 
We need not wonder, therefore, that his rasiil 
should speak as time and circumstances demand, or 
according to the changing moods of his own soul. 

2 . Islam in contact with Hellenistic and Christ- 
ian thought. — A change ensued when Islam, 
in the first century of its existence, spread to 
Syria, Persia, and Egypt, and came into touch 
with the Hellenistic and Christian culture of these 
lands. To begin with, it had to come to terms 
with Christian theology. The Christians whom the 
Muslims had subjugated were far above their new 
masters in the dialectic art, and the sons and grand- 
sons of the latter became the pupils of the subject 
peoples. The polemical and apologetic activities 
of the Christians brought to view certain naive 
inconsistencies and defects in the religious law and 
the Tradition of Islam. The problems of theo- 
logical metaphysics which above all others gave 
occasion to disputes and so led to the formulation 
of doctrines and systems were as follows : (<*) 
divine righteousness and man’s freedom and re- 
sponsibility ; {b) the eternity of God’s word ; (c) 
the unity of God and His attributes ; and (d) the 
relation of God to man and to the world. 

In the discussion of these problems, more par- 
ticularly during the first three centuries of Muslim 
development, political faction played a part some- 
times of decisive, sometimes of merely secondary, 
importance. We cannot enter into this here ; the at- 
tendant disputes concern us only in so far as they led 
to the development of logical or dialectic methods 
(see art. Kalam, vol. vii. p. 637 ff.) and prepared 
the way for the progress of philosophic thinking. 

The results of the conflict between the Mu'tazO- 
ite Kalam and the Kalam ranking as orthodox in 
Sunnite Islam may be summarized as follows. 
The Christian doctrine of human freedom (a) was 
rejected, as was also a doctrine that had been 
developed in various ways under philosophical 
influences, viz. that the attributes of God are not 
to be differentiated at all, or are to be differenti- 
ated only in the slightest degree, from the unity 
of His being (c). On the other hand, the doctrine 
( 6 ) of the eternity of the divine word (the Logos) 
was applied to the Qur’an and became a Muslim 
dogma ; while, finally, the relation of God to the 
world and to man (a) received various interpreta- 
tions of either a rationalistic or a mystical type. 


_ The more rationafistic explanation predominates 
in the orthodox Xalam of the early centuries, just as 
it does in the Qur’an. It starts from the view that 
the world is the work of Allah, and that man is 
his slave. It accordingly makes little inquiry 
regarding natural causes or human motives, and 
refers all that takes place in the world and in the 
soul to the omnipotent and inscrutable will of 
God. Every change is therefore something absol- 
utely new. There is no causal conne.vion, no con- 
tinuous procreation, in the world ; every occurrence 
is a fresh act of creation. A peculiar modification 
of the atomistic philosophy on these lines was 
adopted by orthodox Islam (cf. art. Atomic 
Theory, vol. ii. p. 202 f.). 

Among many Muslim sects, however, and especi- 
ally in the Shi'ah, and in all schools of Sufiite 
mysticism, the divine is brought into closer rela- 
tions with man and the world, or, conversely, men 
and the world are deified.^ Like the Greek and 
Arabic Neo-Platonists, these sects adopted a 
thought expressed in the Themtetus (176 B), viz. 
that the great object of our reflexion is to become 
as like God as is possible for man. By a mystical 
overstraining of this idea the desiderated ‘likeness ’ 
(bfioiuxxLt Betfi Kara t 6 SvvarSv) is sometimes conceived 
as complete unification. For the most part, how- 
ever, the idea is e.xpressed in a more cautious form ; 
thus, under the influence of Christianity, man was 
regarded as the image of God, and from this point 
of view it was asserted that one who knows him- 
self knows also his Lord. Servile obedience, 
moreover, gives place to love, and the devout 
sen'ant becomes a fellow-worker with God. In 
minds of an ecstatic cast, however, an extravagant 
mysticism tends ever to pass into a pantheism for 
which the human ego becomes God and the world 
an empty show (cf. art. ^allaj, vol. vi. p. 480 ff.). 
The merit of having been the first to reconcile the 
rationalistic or scholastic trend of thought with 
the mystical in a fashion that proved satisfactory 
to the Islam of subsequent times belongs to al- 
Ghazall (cf. art. Ethics [Muslim], vol. y. p. 508 h). 
In reality both tendencies were at one in the liew 
that it is Allah who works all in all, while a more 
extreme form of mysticism added that he is all 
in all. 

3 . Early influence of philosophy upon Mutoil- 
ite thinkers. — The extent to which the Mu'tazilite 
thinkers of Basra, even by the 9th cent. A.D., had 
allowed their teaching to be influenced bj’ philo- 
sophy is best seen in the writings of al-Na??ara 
(t A.D. 845) and his pupil al-J.ahi? (t A.D. 869). 

According to al-Na?zam, man has in virtue of 
his reason the capacity of knowing that God exists. 
God, in His essential nature, is not will, but know- 
ledge. Nor is He able to do alj things ; on tlie 
contrary. He can do only what is good, i.e. what 
He knows is best for His servants. Prom the 
goodness of God’s character, moreover, follows 
that He could not have created the world better 
than it actually is. Creation is to be regarded as, 
in its divine aspect, a single act by which all things 
were brought into being simultaneously, 
words, one thing is contained in another, and e 
whole variety of existing things— minerals, 
animals, men — are in the process of time ei 01 
from their original state of latency (yim !• 
Thus, e.g., all the generations of mankind were 
potentially existent in Adam, the first man. 
doctrine of creation as a single act stands in *. 
opposition to the view that God creates all ^ _ 

afresh every moment, as iivas taught in the 

mistic Kalam. . , ^ 

Al-Na??am likewise maintams that, while (joo, 

1 In wh»t desrees this mystical phase was 
native Mceticism and by Persian and Indian influences need 
bo ^'sciwsed here. 
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by the necessity of His nature, wills and does what 
accords with His wisdom and goodness, and while 
nature can work only in conformity with the 
constitution given to it at the creation, the human 
soul, with its freedom of volition and action, 
stands midway between the two. The human 
body and its physical activities are certainly sub- 
ject to natural law, but the soul, which resides in 
tile body as in a vessel, or interpenetrates it in 
every part and so makes it an instrument, is free. 
Somewhat obscurely al-Na??am speaks of the soul 
as the real and veritable man ; it would seem that 
here certain Pj^iliagorean-Platonic and Stoic ele- 
ments were mingled together in his thought ; and 
y;e are reminded also of Qusta b. Luqa’s specula- 
tions regarding the soul and the life-spirit {iri>eO/ia, 
Arab, ruh), which owe much to the influence of 
Galen. 

Al-Na??am, in his theory of the material world, 
stands opposed to the atomistic view. He main- 
tains the continuity, or rather the complete inter- 
penetration, of all material things (the Stoic xpairts 
Si S\uv ?). This accords admirably with his doc- 
trine of involution (kuvifin ; see above), accordin" to 
which every thing is contained in evei-y other. The 
so-called atom, he holds, is inlinitely divisible. 
Then, with a view to explaining how infinitely 
divisible spaces can be traversed, he .advances his 
fantastic doctrine of the ‘spring’ or ‘leap’ {tafra). 

Al-.J.ahi?, the pupil of al-Naz?rim, while he 
devoted himself more to literature than to philo- 
sopliy, yet played an important p.artin the difl'usion 
of pliilosopiuc culture in Islam. Wliat is usually 
ascribed to him in the way of philosophical doc- 
trine may be traced almost wholly to his teacher, 
as, e.g., ids theory that God, having once created 
the world, cannot annihilate it again, that the 
only real activity of man consists in the inward 
exercise of his will, etc. His most elfective work 
is probably found in his conipil.ations in the philo- 
sopliy of nature, in which he cites not only Pytha- 
goras, Plato, Democritus, and Aristotle, but also 
Hermes and Zoroaster, Jeremiah and John the 
Baptist. Like al-Nnz?ftm, al-Jilhif belongs to the 
older school of philosophical thought in Islam — 
the school which Arabian tradition traces back to 
Empedocles, Anaxagoras, and other pre-Socratic 
or even mythical thinkers. 

4. Influences of an older emanational and redemp- 
tive metaphysic. — It is a widely prevalent tradition 
in Arabic literature that the earliest philosophy, 
which was traced back to Hermes, Agathos Daimon, 
Asklepios, Pythagoras, Thales, Solon, Empedocles, 
llalinus (Apollonius of Tyana), and others, found 
its way from Alexandria through Antioch and 
IJarran to the countries lying farther east. In 
this movement an important r61e was, ns it 
seems, played by the Sabians of Harrfin (cf. art. 
H^arranians, vol. vi. p.‘ 519 f.). During the Muslim 
period Ilarran was for centuries the centre of a 
Hellenistic community which combined certain 
elements of the ancient Babylonian astral religion 
with the Hermetic yvwtris. The knou'ledge of 
dinne mysteries was said to have been conveyed 
to thenj ky the primitive revelation given to the 
Uranians, especially Hermes and Agatlios Daimon, 
who were identified with the prophets Seth and 
Enoch (Arab. Idris). This revelation, or philo- 
sophy of enlightenment, consists in a gr.aduated 
system of emanation, the jirincipal stages being — 
with some variation in the order — (1) God, or the 
First Cause, (2) reason, (3) the soul, (4) matter, 
and (5) nature. These proceed successively from 
one another, and each higher stage, even after its 
emergence from the antecedent one, still continues 
to influence the lower. The highest being is 
usnallj' conceived ns light, and the action of the 
higher upon the lower is represented as being 


mediated by light. This metaphysic of light like- 
wise m.ayhave oeen compounded from speculations 
of Hellenistic philosophy and Persian religion. 
Connected with it at every point is a species of 
mathematics that plays fancifully with letters 
and numbers, as also astrology, alchemy, and 
magic, or the science of talismans. Nevertheless, 
the leading idea— the thought that stands at the 
centre of all these speculative exercises — is that of 
the salvation of the soul, which longs to escape 
from the evil (or, at least, imperfect), sensuous, 
and material world to its original source ; and it 
is upon the path of asceticism and meditation that 
the soul seeks re-union with the spiritual or divine 
world. 

Among the adherents of this philosophy of 
revelation and redemption, as also among the 
extreme mystics, a spirit of eclecticism and syn- 
cretism was largely prevalent. Among all peoples 
and in all religions and philosophies these thinkers 
fiuind one and the same truth — the same divine 
light — though in various gradations of purity. 
Even those who externally gave their adhesion to 
Isl.am did not regard that religion as the highest 
and final revelation. The anthropomorphic and 
cnidel3' sensuous language of the Qur’an was inter- 
preted allegorically without the slightest mis- 
giving, for to these thinkers truth lay solely in 
the inner sense. 

Elements of this philosophy of revelation, com- 
bined with Persian and Indian wisdom, are even 
yet more popul.ar in the East than the sj-stems 
formed more or less on Neo-Platonic models by the 
so-called Aristotelians of Isliim. Directly or in- 
directly, the intellectual life of Islam had been 
permanently influenced by Pj’thagoras and Plato 
long before it opened the door to the thought of 
Aristotle. 

5. The introduction of the Aristotelian philo- 
sophy. — Not only among the Sabians of 5arrrin, 
but also in the Christian schools and monasteries 
of Syria, as well as in the medical school instituted 
by ithosmu l. in Yundai-Sabilr, a beginning had 
been made with the study of Greek writings and 
the translation of Greek scientific and philosophi- 
cal works into Syriac, even before the Muslim 
conquest. Besides the works of Hippocrates and 
Galen, a large number of mathematical and astro- 
nomical writings, and at length nearlj* all the 
works of Aristotle, were thus translated. This 
work of translation was greatly encouraged by the 
Abbasid khallfahs Mansur and Harfin al-KashId, 
and eimeciallj’ Ma’mun. Most of tlie translators 
were Sj'rian Christians, though Jews, Sabians 
belonging to H.arran, and now and again ^luslims 
(c.y., al-Kindi) did their part. By profession they 
were generallj' physicians, their great aim being, 
of course, to promote their omi special studv. 
From the 4th to the 8th cent, the Greek books 
were translated into SjTiac ; from the 8th to the 
10th, into Arabic, either from S.vriac versions or 
direcllj' from the original. Prob.ably the more 
eminent Arabian trantd.ators of the 9th cent., such 
as Qusta b. LiSq5(c. 835 ; a Christian of Ba'labnk), 
Thubit b. Qurra (a Sabian resident in Harrun ; 
tool ),and especially the Christian phj-sician ijunain 
b. Ishaq (809-873) and his pnpils, worked in part 
directlj’ from the Greek. From the end of the 
9th cent, the work of translation was confined 
almost entirely to Aristotelian or pseudo-Aristo- 
telian writings, with their paraphrases and com- 
mentaries. 

Neither the natural philosophers nor the theo- 
logi.ans received the works of Aristotle without 
opposition. Till well on in the 9th cent., when 
the Hermetic yrSctit or the Pythagorean-Platonic 
wisdom was still in the ascendant, Aristotle was 
knoum almost solely as a logician {sahib nl-mnniiq) 
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— a fact the most convincing proof of which is 
found in the work of the celebrated physician 
Razi (t A.D. 923 or 932). The physical, and even 
more the metaphysical, teachings of the Stagirite 
met at first with vigorous resistance. This was 
especially the case with his doctrine that the world 
was eternal, i.e. without beginning— a view prob- 
ably at first identified with a doctrine widely 
current in the East, viz. that of the JDahrites.* 
It was hut natural that theologians of dill'erent 
schools, as, e.g., the Sln'ite Hisliani b. al-IIaqam 
(a contemporary of Na?zani), the Mu'tazilite AbQ 
Hfishim of Basra (t 933), and the orthodox al- 
Ash'ari (873-935), should issue polemical pamphlets 
against the encroacliing philosophy. These writers 
often found support in the arguments of Aristotle’s 
Christian commentator, Johannes Philoponos 
(Yahya the grammarian), whose tmtings were 
well known in the East. 

On the other hand, al-Kindi and al-FilrabI, the 
first so-called ‘ philosopliers,’ or Peripatetics, in 
Islam, following tlie example of tlie Neo-Platonists, 
sought to demonstrate the essential harmony of 
Plato and Aristotle. This task was greatly facili- 
tated by the fact that the Arabic translations 
included numerous pseudo-Aristotelian writings 
some or all of wliieli they regarded as authentic. 
Among these psendographs were the so-called 
Theologia Aristote/is (an ahstr.aet of the Enneads 
of Plotinus), the Liber dc Cavsis (an abstract of 
the l^raixelcotnf SeoXoyiKij oi Proclus), the Book of the 
Apple (a Hermetic imitation of Plato’s Phcedo), 
the Secretttm Secretorwn, etc. Even in a later 
and more critical age, as the Politics of Aristotle 
was still unknown in Islam, a great mass of 
Platonic material from the Republic and the Laws 
was incorporated {.e.g., by Ibn Rushd) with the 
Aristotelian pliilosoiihy. 

The line of more or less Platonizin^ Aristotelians 
in Islam begins with Ja'qQb b. Ishflq al-Kindi 
(t after 870). As the earliest Muslim philosopher 
of Arabian descent — pi-evious thinlcers having been 
Syrians or Persians, and, later, Turks, Berbers, 
etc. — al-Kindi is styled ‘ the philosopher of the 
Arabs.’ In theological matters he belonged to 
the Mu'tazilite school. One great article of his 
teaching was the righteousness of God, and he also 
laid stress upon the unity {i.e. the absence of 
properties) of the divine nature. Doctrines common 
to various religions, and especially the gener.al 
belief of mankind in a Creator who reveals himself 
in prophecy, al-Kindi recognized as expressing the 
truths of reason. His philosophical syncretism 
enabled him to descry everywiiere traces of a 
divine truth which flows in various channels from 
a single source. 

Al-Kindi was known to medimval Christendom 
mainly as an astrologer and a student of medicine. 
In the East, however, his significance rests upon 
his having been one of the first to engage in a 
thoroughgoing study of Aristotle’s works. It was 
owing to that study, as perhaps also to his sound 
understanding, that he could so strongly inveigh 
against alchemy and various forms of the belief in 
miracles. It was also of importance for the de- 
velopment of philosophy in Islam that, with the 
support of Alexander of Aphrodisias’s commentary 
on the de Aniuia of Aristotle, he introduced the 
doctrine of a manifold voOs (Arab, ’agl). Here he 
distinguished four types of reason, viz. (re) the ever 
actual or active 'agl — the source or essence of all 
spiritual entities in the world, and thus probably 
equivalent to God and the pure spirits who direct 
the celestial spheres ; ’ (6) tlie 'agl as the constitu- 

1 Cf. artt. * Bahr/ * Dahriya/ in ET i- 894 (. 

2 The term after al*Ki*ndr8 time, applied prind- ^ 

pally to the spirit emanating from the lowest heavenly (».e, the ^ 
^inar) sphere. 


tion or potentiality of the human soul ; (c) the m,l 
as those properties or faculties of the soul of which 
she can at every moment avail herself ; and {d) the 
agl in the state of ontivard manifestation. Tlie 
passage from (6) to (c), i.e. the development of tlie 
potential into the habitual reason, is usually re- 
garded as effected by the prime, ever active reason. 
This doctrine of 'agl, somewhat modified as time 
went on, is found also in the greater philosophers 
of Islam (cf. artt. Farabi, vol. v. p. 757 ff. 
Avicenna, vol. ii. p. 272 fi'., Avereoes, vol. ii. p! 
262 ff). ^ 

6. Difference between the older and the newer 
type of thought. — The difl'erence oetween the older 
philosophical movement, with its Neo-Pythagorean 
and Neo-Platonizing tendencies, and the Togico- 
metaphysical school of the Aristotelians receives 
its most apposite illustration from a comparison of 
the encyclopredic system which the Ihwftn d-Safa 
(‘ The haithful of Basra’), about the middle of' the 
10th cent., imposed upon the data of their know- 
ledge with the classification of the sciences found 
in al-FarabI (t A.D. 950). The Faithful of Basra 
arranged the 52 treatises composing their philo- 
sophical encyclopedia as follows : 

i. The first part comprises the propadeutio sciences; first 

(in conformitj’ with the precedent of the Platonic school) 
inaUienmtics, and then logic. Mathematics they divided into 
(1) arithmetic, (2) geometry, (3) astronomy, or rather astrolog}’, 
(4) geography, (e) music, and (G) the doctrine of arithmetical 
and geometrical proportion (with much trifling). In all these 
six treatises the great object is to rouse the soul from ‘foolish 
slumber and careless sleep,’ and to lead it from the sensuous to 
what lies beyond— the spiritual. The transition to logic is 
made in the next three treatises, viz. (7) on the theoretical 
sciences, (8) on the practical sciences, and (9) on the various 
customs or characteristics of mankind. Logic, again. In con- 
formity with • ' (ID) the /(.•flgoj7f_(ot 

Porphyry), (U '• • . (li) mp't ippijvtUt, 

ilS) the Prior ’ ■ . 'nor Analytics. 

ii. The seco , ■ ice of nature on its 

physical side, but, as the Ihwftn regarded the physical as of 
little value, their theme here— not only tor purposes of edifica- 
tion, but quite directly — was often the sou) itself. This section 
consists of seventeen treatises (nos. lS-31), viz. (16) elucidation 
of the fundamental conceptions— matter and form, space, time, 
and motion, (10) the heavens and the earth, (17) genesis and 
dissolution, (IS) meteorology, (19) mineralogy, (20) nature in 
general, (21) botany, (22) zoology, (23) the structure of the 
human body, (24) sense perception, (25) development of the 
human embryo under the influence of the heavynl^- bodies, (20) 
man as a microcosm, (27) the development of individual souls, 
(28) the faculty of cognition, (29) the contemplation of death 
and life, (30) pleasure and pain, (31) the diverse languages of 
the nations. ... 

iii. The subject of the third part is the spiritual world— the 
soul (nafs) and the reason fajO— which is dealt with In Mu 
treatises (nos. 32-41), as foliows : (32)5piritual principles accom- 
ing to Pythagoras, (33) spiritual principles according to the 
fhwan al-Safa, (34) the world as man on a large scale, (iO) 
thought and its object, (3D) theory of the spheres, the genesis 
and dissolution of the world, (37) the soul’s love and longing 
for God, (38) resurrection (in a spiritual sense), (39) the Kinus 
of motion, (40) causes and the caused, and (41) deHnitions 
and descriptions of tilings. The leading thought of all these 
treatises is that the spiritual is the essence and cause ol cne 
physical, and that the soul, which stands midway between 
reason (’agt) and nature ((aOCa), yearns lor its prinisl source. 

iv. The fourth section deals with the supreme, divine uoria, 
the world of divine law (niimus=vopov), and contains eleven 
treatises (nos. 42-52), viz. (42) the various religions and phiJO- 
Sophies (their common object being the welfare of “Tt; 
(43) the way to God. (44) the Hjwan al-Safa’s profession of faith 
in the immortality of the soul, (45) the **1® 

in loval fellowship for mutual aid, (46) *aith, (■•') the di i 

law (nnwiCs), or prophetic revelation (interpreted allegorlCTiiy, 

of course). (48) homily and exhortation, (49) the 

siiiritual life, (50) communal life (in the State and 

tions), (51) the order of the world, (62) miracles and the magic 

arts, ans®^3 demone. . 

Al-Far.abi, in his Enumeration of the 
arranges the material in a somewhat diflerent 

*^i. The science of language, in seven aJd 

word, (2) the sentence, (3, 4) the ^es of the 

construction, (6, 6) correct speech and writing, and (i) 

**iL"^gic?K'is closely associated with linguisbc^^^^^^^ 

is divided into eight parts. 

the Oraanon (The Categories, tnlerprelatim, Pint ana oe 
Analytics, Topics, Sophistical Is), together t , 

tbTjlheKlric and (8) the Poetics ol Anetotle. ■While rhetoric 
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♦nd poetics belong, on their technical side, to linguistics, they 
are here treated under logic as the theory of representing and 
imitating the real. Aocording to this view, which came to have 
great importance in the East, the sequence of the subjects — 
topics, sophistics, rhetoric, poetics— forms a descending scale 
of the probable or the false which gradually declines from the 
high level of certain and demonstrative knowledge dealt with 
in the Analplies. 

ill. Mathematical science consists of seven divisions, as 
follows ; (1) arithmetic, (2) geometry, (S) theory of perspective, 
(4) astronomy, (6) music, (6) theory of measure and weight, and 
(7) technique. 

iv. Natural science'ls divided into eight parts, viz. (1) doctrine 
of the principles of all material things (<^vcrtin] uciijiurit], (2) the 
earth and the sky, (3) genesis and dissolution, (4, 6) meteorology, 
(6) mineralogy, (7) hotany, (8) zoologj-, with which is conjoined 
l^ychology (as a natural science). 

v. Metaphysics, or flikowise In Aristotle’s terminology) 
theology, has the following three provinces : (1) the doctrine 
of the existent in general, together with its accidents, (2) the 
principles of the special sciences (logic, mathematics, physics), 
and (3) the doctrine of purely spiritual beings and their grada- 
tion, with God as the highest stage. 

vi. Politics.— In this section, ns the Aristotelian writings on 
practical philosophy were not as yet translated, or were trans- 
lated only in part, there is a considerable representation of Pla- 
tonic elements, though al-FUtAbi seems to have been acquainted 
with the Xiamachean Bthict, 

vU. Ijegislatlvs science, f-e. the science of fidth and of re- 
ligious duty. 

Snch agreement as is found between the olaest- 
dcation of the Ihwfin al-§af& and that of al-FArabi 
is due to the introductory treatises of Ammonius 
and Johannes Philoponus. Characteristic differ- 
ences, however, appear both in the arrangement 
and in the exposition ; as regards the former, the 
foregoing outline ^vill enable the reader to com- 
pare the two systems, while, as regards the latter, 
it is impossible here to go more fully into detail. 
The material distinction may be briefly expressed 
by saying that the longing of the soul, which, ac- 
cording to the Iljwan, aspires to return to its 
celestial source, gives place in Ffirabl to a more 
tranquil and broader contemplation of all things 
in the light of reason. 

7. Muslim philosophjr in the West.— The pro- 

f ress of Muslim culture in the West — ^in N. Afnc^ 
pain, and Sicily — was in many respects a dupli- 
cate of the Oriental development. What Irfiq and 
the city of Baghdad passed through in the 8th 
cent, was in the 10th r^eated in Andalusia and 
its capital, Cordova. Conditions in the West, 
however, were of a more simple kind ; gradations 
of culture were fewer; and Spain, true to its 
orthodox bent both before and after the Muslim 
invasion, was only superficially influenced by any 
of the sects and factions of the East. Nevertheless, 
some of the main currents of Muslim thought 
made their way to the West. As a result of 
pilgrimages to Mecca, and even more of scientific 
journeys extending as far as E, Persia, Andalu- 
sians became acquainted with the science and 
philosophy of the East, and those who travelled 
brought home books. Oriental scholars, arain, 
frequently moved westwards in order to find em- 
ployment. In the first half of the 9th cent. Abtt 
Bakr Farai b. Salam, a physician of literary at- 
tainments belonging to Cordova, made a journey 
of the kind indicated to Iraq, and, e.g., attended 
the lectures of al-Juhi? in Ba?ra. On his return 
to his native city he disseminated there the 
writings and the theology of that Mu'tazilite j 
teacher, and also the first germs of Greek pliilo- 
sophy. 

Somewhat later in the 9th cent, the Neo-Pytha- 
gorean philosophy found its way into Spain under 
the mask of Safiite and Bstinite (see below, § 8) 
mysticism. It purported to rest upon the authority 
of Empedocles. Its chief representatives here were 
Muhammad b. Masarra, a Sluslim of Spauish de- 
scent, and the Jewish thinker Ibn Gabirol (g.u.). 

Ibn Mwnrm, who was born In Cordova In 8S3 and died In 
931, and whose father had studied Mu'tazilite and mystiesd 
theology In the East, lived the life of a devout ascetic. He 
Bventnally retired, with his pupUs, to the solitude of the moun- 
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[ tains, and was on this account styled ol-Jabali. In his place of 
retreat be instructed his pupils in the Mu'tazilite doctrine of 
! freedom combined with a form of esoteric wisdom, this being 
in reality the emanation theory of the pseudo - topedocles. 
From God, the One, the original principle — ho held— proceed all 
things, each stage deriving from the antecedent one in the 
following order : (1) first or spiritual matter ; (2) reason ; (3) the 
soul ; (4) nature or second matter, which forms the suhrtrate of 
all Bnite existence in the physical world. Of God Himself, 
exalted as He is above all predicates, nothing con be said ; He is 
unknowable. He reveals Himself, however, in His emanations ; 
the first emanation, t.e. the spiritual matter from which all 
spiritual and material things proceed. Is symbolically named 
‘ the throne of God.’ God, moreover, is so exalted above all 
things that He has no knowledge of these emanations. His 
emanations, however, are cognized by reason- by that which 
arises out of the primal matter ; and from reason, again, is de- 
rived the soul, which, while bound to the physical, yet seeks to 
deliver itself from it by asceticism and so to rise to the high 
plane of the spirit. It was at first only in the West that Ibn 
Masarra succeeded In forming a body of adherents, but the fact 
that his ideas were adopted by Ibn al-’Arabi (1165-1240), Islim's 
greatest mi’stio, made them eventually the common property of 
the Muslim world. 

Towards the end of the 11th cent, the philo- 
sophical writings of al-FarSbi and the medical 
teachings of Ibn Sina became known in the West, 
and the first of the .Western Muslims to apply 
himself actively to their lines of thought was Aba 
Bakr Muhammad b. Ya^ya b, al-§&’igh b. Bajja, 
who, bom in Saragossa, lived in Seville and Gren- 
ada, and died at the court of the Almoravids in 
Fez in 1138. This Ibn Bajja, with al-Ffirabl as 
his model, composed elucidations of the Aristotelian 
and other philosophical writings. He felt very 
keenly the isolated position of the philosopher in 
the world at that day — a fact reflected in the title 
of his ethical work. The Guidance of the Solitary. 
The ideal of self-culture jiortrayed in that book 
was embodied by his disciple Ibn 'f’nfail (g.r.) in 
the firare of ‘ 9ayy ibn Yaqzfin,’ and his doctrine 
that the human intellect attains to a general (i.e. 
not individual) immortality by union with the 
intellect of the lunar sphere was further developed 
by Ibn Rushd (of. art, A'VEREOES, esp. p, 264) ; this 
found a place in the literature of mediceval Christ- 
ianity 08 the bugaboo of philosophical heresy. 

8. The reconciliation of philosophy with 
religion. — One of the main problems of Muslim 
philosophy was naturally the definition of its rela- 
tion to religion, as presented in the QuriJln and 
the Tradition, Many theologians, more or less 
conscious of this proolem, were already working 
towards its solution by spiritualizing the letter of 
the law, having taken over from Hellenism the 
allegorical method of interpreting sacred writings. 
Those who applied this method in thoroughgoing 
fashion were called Batinites (adherents of the 
‘ inner sense ’ [6a{m, 'interior,’ ‘inside’)); and the 
endless variety of attempts to harmonize their own 
speculations "with the word of God and of His 
Prophet developed at len^h into sheer contempt 
of tlio external word. Extreme mystics, ration- 
alists, and free-thinkers all came in this way to 
the same results. Another theory common to 
them ell was that the inner sense of the word — 
the tmth — -was revealed to only a few, whether by 
divine enlightenment (mystics) or by one’s own 
reflexion (rationalists and free-thinkers). 

Now, in the main, the Muslim Aristotelians 
agreed ivith this view. They propounded, how- 
ever, a mediating theory, expressing the matter 
less crudely and with finer gradations of meaning. 
With the aid of scholastic distinctions, they tried 
to show that the difierent modes of expression 
used by theologians and philosophers respectively 
were but varying phases of the one changeless 
truth. They did not claim that the truth was 
confined to their philosophy alone, but they held 
that that philosophy was the highest form of truth 
attainable by man. It is in the light of this hypo- 
thesis that we are to interpret the philosophic en- 
deavours to rationalize the doctrine of prophetic 
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revelation. Al-Kindi himself had defended prophecy 
i.e. had sought to show that it was in harmony 
with reason; at all events, like the Mu'tazilite 
theologians generally, he regarded the contempla- 
tion of revealed truth as a religions duty. Such 
was also the view of al-Farabi and Avicenna. Al- 
Farabl, in particular, even identifies the phUo- 
Bopher and the prophet. Taking Plato’s ideal of 
ihe king-philosopher, he furnishes it with various 
traits of the Stoic sage in such wise that the 
faithful Muslim, in reading al-Farabi’s works, 
might well substitute the name of Muhammad 
himself. Prophecy is here made intelligible by 
means of the 'aql theory, the doctrine of the vovt. 
As Plato had set forth in the Republic, human 
beings vary greatly in their intellectual endow- 
ment, and the majority require a guide ; it is only 
the most gifted or men, in fact, whom the super- 
human vous (the intcllectus agens-= aql fa'al] enables 
to receive and assimilate the truth, and so to impart 
it to others in a form that varies wth the stage of 
their mental development. 

We may discern here not only the resemblance 
but also the difference between the so-called Aris- 
totelians and the other schools of thought in Islfim. 
The mystics, too, had all their theory of grades — 
a doctrine of the several stages to be successively 
traversed on the way to God. The stages are 
variously enumerated — as many as eight, or even 
more, being given — and variously described by 
different thinkers ; and few men reach the highest. 
In similar fashion the Ihwiln al-Safa distinguish 
four grades of initiation mthin their society, 
these corresponding to the stages of divine ema- 
nation. 

The principle of the philosophical theory of 
stages in the narrower sense, however, is made to 
rest upon distinctions in mental endo^vment, and 
here there is no transition from one stage to 
another. In al-FarabI the doctrine still rather 
follows the psychological scheme of Plato’s i?e- 
public, whDe in Averroes it leans more to the 
outward form of the Aristotelian logic. Each 
distinguishes three grades of intellectual capacity. 
In al-Ffirabi they correspond respectively to (1) 
sense-perception, (2) ideation, or perception, which 
operates with remembered (mentally perceived) 
images, and (3) pure reason, or the capacity for 
thought. In few men is the lost of these (potenti- 
ally) present in such measure that by union ivith 
the active intellect (the spirit of the lunar sphere) 
it can rise to actual reason. It is on this highest 

E lane that the philosopher and the prophet join 
ands. The philosopher, however, receives or wins 
the truth in a pure form, and in that form, too, he 
utters it for those who are able to comprehend it ; 
while the prophet, receiving it in figures and 
similitudes, Ukewise makes use of these m order to 
accommodate his thought to human conoeption ; in 
this way, too, he becomes a guide to those who either 
cannot rise at all or can rise only with difficulty 
above sensuous perception. We find simUar views 
in the writings of Avicenna and Maimonides, and 
in the romance of Ibn Tufail. 

Averroes deals -with this theory of the harmo^ 
of philosophy and religion in a special work. He 
hoHs that there is no ground for conflict between 
reason and faith, since the doctrines of religion 
are simply symbolical expressions of philosophic 
truth. ,Tnat our scientific and philosophical modes 
of expression might likewise he of a symbolical 
character seems never to have entered the mind of 
this Aristotelian thinker ; he was satisfied that in 
Aristotle par excellence he had found the pure 
truth. Aristotle, in his Metaphysics (1004° 16 ff.), 
had said, hoivever, that the Sophiste and the 
dialecticians deal with the same object as the 
philosophers, although in a different way. The 


^owdedge professed by the Sophists was at beat 
iictitious, and even the probability of the dialecti- 
cian---dependent as it is upon generally recognized 
principles— fell below the philosophical plane of 
apodictic certainty. Now Averroes finds in these 
statements the doctrine of the three stages. The 
sophistico-rhetorical mode of argumentation is 
succeMful with the multitude; the procedure of 
the dialecticians finds favour with the more cul- 
tured classes, and especially the theologian8(»iw/a. 
kallimun)-, finally, the thoroughgoing apodictic 
method of the philosophers— the heritage of the 
few — presents the truth in its pure and consum- 
mate _ form. Thus, to take a concrete instance, 
the simple-minded believer of the lower class will 
say, ‘God is in heaven.’ The man of trained 
dialectic, again, knowing that (3od must not be 
represented as a physical entity in space, will read 
that statement as meaning that God is exalted 
above all that is earthly and human, and \vill say, 

* God is everywhere, and not merely in heaven.* 
But, if the omnipresence of God be taken in a 
physical and spatial sense, that formula too is 
liable to be apprehended wrongly, and accordingly 
the philosopher more adequately expresses the 
purely spiritual nature of God when he asserts that 
tSod Is nowhere but in Himself; in fact, rather 
than say that God is in space he might more justly 
say that space and matter are in Him. 

This example suffices to show us that in the view 
of Averroes tne three stages or forms of knowl^ge 
have a common basis in one fundamental principle, 
viz. that there m a God. He believes that the 
existence of God is a fact to be recognized by every 
man, God being either figured more or less sensu- 
ously or conceived in a purely spiritual way, 
according to the grade of one’s intellectual capa- 
city. To deny the existence of God is forbidden, 
and such denial should ^ be punished. But the 
blurring of intellectual distinctions is also an evil 
thing : the uneducated must not venture to enrage 
in allegorical interpretation, nor shall the philo- 
sopher seek to popularize his higher intelligence of 
things. Hence Averroes censures _al-Ghazilli for 
having diffused philosophy too widely through 
bis popular writings. The masses should believe 
in conformity ' wiw the text of the Book ; the 
theologians must not read rnore^ into the Book 
than is compatible with the Arabic^ language and 
diction ; absolute liberty of thought is the exclusive 
prerogative of philosopnic genius.^ Thus the Fen- 
patetic movement of Musum philosophy ends in 
what may be called an aristocratic rationalism. 

o. The influence of Muslim philosophy. —The 
development of philosophy in IslSm was of import- 
ance, in the first instance, to the Muslim peoples 
themselves. Its influence made itself felt m au 
branches of science and general culture, thougn 
chiefly, no doubt, in the study of theology-ya study 
which still maintains an outstandmg place m Islam. 
In the theological sphere we can trace yanous 
currents of thought. In general, it may to raid 
that the mystics of all periods have imported many 
Neo-Pythagorean and Neo-Platonio elements into 
their Systems, while thinkers of a more jaUon^- 
istio type owe much to the trachings of Aristotle 
in the form given them by Avicenna. 
ranks in the East os the nnnee of 
in the conflict regarding toe influence 
upon theology, the watchword for centuries has 
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the work, set forth their scheme of speculative 
theology. 

■ From the time of al-Ash'arl (q.v.) a moderate 
and partly mediating orthodoxy has succeeded in 
coming to terms with speculation on theological 
problems. To the rigid orthodoxy that clung 
uncompromisingly to the letter of the law al- 
Ash'ari made the following rejoinders : (1) the 
Prophet did not condemn those who speculate ; 

(2) the Prophet was cognizant of the speculative 
problems, and the Qur’an and the Tradition have 
furnished us with the principles of their solution ; 

(3) his not having dealt with them singly is to he 
explained on the ground that in his time they had 
not yet emerged — otherwise he would, of course, 
have spoken definitely regarding them. The 
second of these rejoinders furnishes a vindication 
of the more or less liberal modes of interpretation 
to which the Qur’fin and the Tradition were sub- 
jected in the subsequent period. It is impossible 
nere, however, to deal more fully •with the process 
of theological development in Islam ; much useful 
material wll be found in the works of M. Horten. 

Secondly, the influence of Muslim philosophy 
was in some measure augmented when at length, 
more particularly by means of Latin translations, 
it came to he known in Western Christendom. 
The best-kno'wn translators during the 12th cent, 
are Johannes Hispanus and Gerard of Cremona ; 
and the work was prosecuted by other students in 
the century follo'wing. Likewise many Jews took 
part in the process of mediation. 'The various 
mutations of Arabic learning were all shared in, 
either actively or receptively, oy the Oriental Jews 
(cf. Philosophy [Jewish]) ; and at length Maimon- 
ides ([o.o.] 1135-1204), working under the influence 
of al-Ffirabl and Avicenna, made an attempt to 
harmonize Aristotle with the OT. In this endea- 
vour he availed himself of the device of interpret- 
ing the sacred text allegorically and restricting the 
scope of Aristotle’s teaching to this world, while 
maintaining that everything of a supramundane 
nature is loio'wn only by divine revelation. 

Such was also the view of the Christian scholars 
and theologians of the West. Their knowledge of 
the world, including a , great deal of astrology, 
alchemy, etc., was borrowed very largely from the 
Arabs, while at first they gave a ready welcome to 
everything of a Neo-Platonic cast. The most 
ermanent of the Oriental factors in the West, 
owever, were A'vicenna’s medical teachings and 
the Aristotelian tradition from al-Kindi to Aver- 
roes. In that tradition the Scholastics found 
abundant incentives to phUosophical discussion, 
and to it they also owed in part their abandonment 
of the Neo-Platonic ontologjr for the purer form of 
Aristotelianism represented by Albertus Magnus 
and Thomas Aquinas in the 13th century. It was 
therefore upon good grounds that Dante placed 
Aidcenna and Averrocs among the great figures of 
classical antiquity in the forecourt of hell. 

LiTKRATtmi^— I. OeKEBAL . — S. Munk, ililangu de 
$ophie juive et arabc, 2 vols., Paris, 1857-69 ; T. J. de Boer, 
Oeseh. der Philosophie im Islam, Stuttpart, 1901, tr. E. R. 
Jones, London, 1003 ; D. B. Macdonald, T/is Dfselopmsnt of 
ihislim Thrologji, Jurisprudence, and Constitulinnal Theory, 
New York, 1903 ; 1. Goldrihcr, * Dio Islamische und die Judische 
Phliosophie ’ (in Kultur der Gegenwart, i. 6 , Lcipzijr, 1009). 

ii. SpECIJLL . — Of the numerous monographs dealing with the 
various phases discussed in the paragraplis wo can mention 
only a few : 

t. and a. D. S. Margollouth, T?ie Early Development of 
Mohammedanism (HL, 2nd ser., 1913), London, 19H (cf. lect, 
vil. ' The Philosophical Supplemenf) ; C. H. Becker, 'Christ- 
liche Polemik und islamische Dogmenhlldung,' ZA sexvi. [1911] 
176 ft. ; R. A. Nicholson, 7'he Mystics of Islam, London, 19H ; 
Carra de Vaux, Gazali, Paris, 1902. 

3 . Cf. M. Horten, Die phitosophischen Systeme der spctula- 
firm Thedogen im Islam, Bonn, 1012, pp. ISOff., 32011. 

4 . Of. T. J. de Boer, ‘ UrinI,' \aZA xxviL [1912] 8 11. 

$. M. Slelnschneider, Di* avail. Ubersetsunnen aus dem 
Grieehischen (Deiheft nim Ccniralblatt fur Bibliothekswesen, 


xl!.), Leipzig, 1893 ; T. J. de Boer, ‘ Zn Kindi und seiner 
Schule,’ AGPh xiii. [1899] 15311. 

6 . Cf., besides the Writings of the Itwin al-Safa (various 
Arab. edd. ; Germ. tr. P. Dieterici, Leipzig, 1865-79), esp. 
L. Baur, ' Dominicus Gundissalinus de divisione philosophiae,' 
Beitrage lur Geseh. der Philosophie des MiUdatlers, iv. 2-3 
[19031. 

7 . M. Asin Palacios, Abenmasarra y su Escueta; Origenes 
de laFilosofia hispano-musulmana, Madrid, 1914. 

8 . M. Steinschneider, Al-FaraM; des arab. Philosophen 
Leben und Schriften, Petrograd, 1869; Carra de Vaux, 
Avieenne, Paris, 1900; L.-G. Ldvy, MaXmonide, do. 1911; 
E. Renan, Arerrois el PAverroismel, do. 1882; L. Gauthier, 
Ba Thiorie d’Ibn Rochd sur les rapped de la religion et de la 
philosophie, do. 1909. 

9 . M. Horten, Die philosophisehen Ansiehten von Rdzi und 
Tusi, Bonn, 1910, Die philosophisehen Problems der spekxda. 
tiven Theotogie im Islam, do. 1912. A considerable amount of 
material relating to the influence of Muslim philosophy on 
medieval Christian thought will be found here and there 
throughout Beitrdge zur Geseh. der Philosophie des MiltelcUlers, 
cd. O. Baeumker and G. von Hertling, MQnster, 1891 IT. (still 
being issued), in which Gli. 2 [1008]) will also be found C. 
Baeumker, • Wltelo, ein Philosoph und Naturforscher des XIII 
Jahrhunderta'— specially important for its excursuses on the 
metaphysics of light and the proofs for the existence of God in 
Christian and Muslim philosophy. T. J. DE BOER. 

PHILOSOPHY (Roman).— I. Introductory. — 
The Romans made no claim to originality in philo- 
sophy. Here, even more than in other fields, the 
work of Roman literature was mediation {Vermitt. 
lung). From this point of ■view, however, it is im- 
possible to exaggerate the significance of such 
names ns Lucretius, Cicero, and Seneca, not to 
speak of Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius, who wrote 
in Greek. It is from Lucretius that the modem 
world received not only the watem of Epicurus 
and the atomic cosmogony of Democritus, but 
something of the spirit of the pre-Socratic nature 
philosophy. 

Cicero taught the history of older Greek philo- 
sophy and the controversies of the post-Aristotelian 
schools not only to his contemporaries and the 
Christian Fathers, but for many centuries after 
the Renaissance to nil modem Europe (see the 
excellent, though incomplete, history of Cicero’s 
influence in T, Zielinski, Cicero im Wandel der 
JaAr/iuntferfc*, Leipzig, 1012, pp. 8911., 21 I ff. ; 
there is n convenient English rdsnmi of Zielinski* in 
English Literature and the Classics, Oxford, 1911). 

Seneca transmits to the modern world the ethical 
religion of later Greek philosophy, the precepts 
that would make invincible the heart that conned 
them, the half-Christian sentiments of a Stoicism 
more than half Platonized. 

When the Roman tardily turned his attention 
to Greek literature, it was, Horace tolls us (Epist, 
II. i. 161 ff.), to ask what profit there might be in 
the Attic stage. Horace does not here mention 
philosophy, the refuge and religion of his later 
years (j6. i. i. 25). 

But the dramas most frequently adapted to the 
Roman stage, those of Euripides and the New 
Comedy, were, as Cicero says of his oivn orations 
{de Nat. Dear. i. 3), stuffed ■with philosopliic 
sentences (J. S, Reid, Academica, London, 1885, 
p. 9), which conveyed to an intellectually young 
people tho criticism of life, ethics, and religion of 
a sophisticated and weary civilization {ib., Introd, 
p. 20, note 1 ; T. Mommsen, Hist, of Rome, bk. 
lii. ch. xiv. ; W. Warde Fowler, The Religious 
Experience of the Roman People, London, 1911, 
pp. 348, 264, 319, Roman Ideas of Deity, do, 1914, 
pp. 30, 101; J. B. Carter, Religion ofNuma, do. 1906, 
pp. 64, 122 f.). This completed the disintegration 
of the Roman religious instinct, which was already 
sadly confused by the progressive assimilation of 
the old Eoman deities to the Greek mythology. 

•Atqaohaeo quidem cjiumodi ex vetcre Gracciae fama col- 
Iccta «ant: quibua intclligis rcsistendum esse, ne perturbentnr 
reilgioncs ’ (Cic. de Xat. Jieor. lii. 23. CO). 

Ennius, the Roman Homer (Fowler, Rcl. Exper., 
p. 351), translates Euhemems (see Edhemerisji), 
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revelation. Al-Kindi himself had defended prophecy 
t.c. had sought to show that it was in harmony 
with reason ; at all events, like the Mu'tazilite 
theolo^ans generally, he regarded the contempla- 
tion of revealed truth as a religious duty. Such 
was also the view of al-Farabi and Avicenna. Al- 
Farabl, in particular, even identifies the phUo- 
Bopher and the prophet. Taking Plato’s ideal of 
the king-philosopher, he furnishes it with various 
traits of the Stoic sage in such wise that the 
faithful Muslim, in reading al-Farabl’s works, 
might well substitute the name of Muhammad 
himself. Prophecy is here made intelligible by 
means of the 'aql theory, the doctrine of the vovs. 
As Plato had set forth in the Eepublic, human 
beings vary greatly in their intellectual endow- 
ments, and the majority req^uire a guide ; it is only 
the most gifted of men, in fact, whom the super- 
human voOs (the intellectusagens^aqlfcCal) enables 
to receive and assimilate the truth, and so to impart 
it to others in a form that varies with the stage of 
their mental development. 

We may discern here not only the resemblance 
but also the difference between the so-called Aris- 
totelians and the other schools of thought in Islam. 
The mystics, too, had all their theory of grades — 
a doctrine of the several stages to be successively 
traversed on the way to God. The stages are 
variously enumerated — as many as eight, or even 
more, being given — and variously described by 
different thinkers ; and few men reach the highest. 
In similar fashion the Ihwan al-Safa distinguish 
four grades of initiation within their society, 
these corresponding to the stages of divine ema- 
nation. 

The principle of the philosophical theory of 
stages in the narrower sense, however, is maae to 
rest upon distinctions in mental endo^vment, and 
here tuere is no transition from one stage to 
another. In al-FarabI the doctrine still rather 
follows the psychological scheme of Plato’s 
public, while in Averroes it leans more to the 
outward form of the Aristotelian logic. Each 
distiuMishes three grades of intellectual capacity. 
In al^'arabi they correspond respectively to (1) 
sense-perception, (2} ideation, or perception, which 
operates with remembered (mentally perceived) 
images, and (3) pure reason, or the capacity for 
thought. In few men is the last of these (potenti- 
ally) present in such measure that by union with 
the active intellect (the spirit of the lunar sphere) 
it can rise to actual reason. It is on this highest 
plane that the philosopher and the prophet join 
hands. The philosopher, however, receives or wins 
the truth in a pure form, and in that form, too, he 
utters it for those who are able to comprehend it ; 
while the prophet, receiving it in figures and 
similitudes, likewise makes use of these in order to 
accommodate his thought to human conoeption ; in 
thisway, too, ho becomes aguide to those who either 
cannot rise at all or can rise only with difficulty 
above sensuous perception. We find similar views 
in the writings of Avicenna and Maimonides, and 
in the romance of Ibn Tufail- 

Averroes deals with this theory of the harmo^ 
of philosophy and religion in a special work. He 
holds that there is no ground for conflict between 
reason and faith, since the doctrines of religion 
are simply symbolical expressions of philosophic 
truth. That our scientific and philosophical modes 
of expression might likewise be of a symbolical 
character seems never to have entered the mind of 
this Aristotelian thinker ; he was satisfied that in 
Aristotle par excellence he had found the pure 
truth. Aristotle, in his Metaphysics (1004° 15 S'.), 
had said, however, that the Sophiste and the 
dialecticians deal with the same object as the 
philosophers, although in a different way. The 


tooivledge professed by the Sophists was at best 
hctitio^, and even the probability of the dialeoti- 
cian— dependent as it is upon generally recognized 
pnnciples — fell below the philosophical plane of 
apodictic certainty. Now Averroes finds in these 
statements the doctrine of the three stages. The 
sophistico-rhetorical mode of argumentation is 
succeMful with the multitude; the procedure of 
the dialecticians finds favour with the more cnl- 
tured classes, and especially the theologlans(m«(a. 
kallimun); finally, the thoroughgoing apodictic 
method of the philosophers— the heritage of the 
few — ^presents the truth in its pure and consum- 
mate form. Thus, to take a concrete instance, 
the simple-minded believer of the lower class 
say, 'God is in heaven.’ The man of trained 
dialectic, again, knowing that God must not be 
represented as a physical entity in ^ace, ivill read 
that statement as meaning that (»od is exalted 
above all that is earthly and human, and will say, 
‘God is everywhere, and not merely in heaven.’ 
But, if the ornnipresence of God be taken in a 
physical and spatial sense, that formula too is 
liable to be apprehended wrongly, and accordingly 
the philosopher more adequately expresses the 
mrely spiritual nature of God when he asserts that 
(3od IS nowhere but in Himself; in fact, rather 
than say that God is in space be might ndoie justly 
say that space and matter are in Him. 

This example suffices to show us that in the view 
of Averroes the three stages or forms of knowledge 
have a common basis in one fundamental principle, 
viz. that there is a God. He believes that the 
existence of (jod is a fact to be recognized by every 
man, God being either figured more or less sensu- 
ously or conceived in a purely spiritual way, 
according to the grade of one's intellectual capa- 
city. To deny the existence of God is forbidden, 
and such denial should ^ be punished. But the 
blurring of intellectual distinctions is also an evil 
thing : the uneducated must not venture to engage 
in afiegorical interpretation, nor shall the philo- 
sopher seek to popularize his higher intelligence of 
things. Hence Averroes censures al-Ghazall for 
having diffused philosophy too widely through 
his popular writings. The masses should believe 
in conformity wito the text of the Book; the 
theologians must not read more_ into the Book 
than is compatible with the Arabic^ language and 
diction ; absolute liberty of thought fa the exclave 
prerogative! of philosopnio genius. Thus the Pen- 
patetic movement of Muslim philosophy ends in 
what may be called an aristocratic rationalism. 

o. The influence of Muslim philosophy. —Ihe 
development of philosophy in Islam was of import- 
ance, in the first instance, to the Muslim peoples 
themselves. Its influence made itself f®" *** 
branches of science and general culture, tliougn 
chiefly, no donbt, in the study of theology-ya study 
which still maintains an outstanding place in Islam. 
In the theological sphere we can trace yanons 
currents of thought. In general, it 
that the mystics of all penods have imported many 
Neo-Pythagorean and Neo-Platomc elements into 
their iystems, while thinkers of a more jataonal- 
istic type owe much to the teachings of Aristotle 
in the form given them by Avicenna. 
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the work, set forth their scheme of speculative 
theology. 

From the time of al-Ash'ari {q.v.) a moderate 
and partly mediating orthodoxy has succeeded in 
coming to terms with speculation on theological 
problems. To the rigid orthodoxy that clung 
uncompromisingly to the letter of the law al- 
Ash'ari made the following rejoinders : (1) the 
Prophet did not condemn those who speculate ; 

(2) the Prophet was cognizant of the speculative 
problems, and the Qur’an and the Tradition have 
furnished us with the principles of their solution ; 

(3) his not having dealt -with them singly is to be 
explained on the ground that in his time they had 
not yet emerged — othenvise he would, of course, 
have spoken definitely regarding them. The 
second of these rejoinders furnishes a vindication 
of the more or less liberal modes of interpretation 
to which the Qur’fin and the Tradition were sub- 

J 'ected in the subsequent period. It is impossible 
lere, however, to deal more fully with the process 
of theological development in Islam ; much useful 
material will be found in the works of M. Horten. 

Secondly, the influence of Muslim philosophy 
was in some measure augmented when at length, 
more particularly by means of Latin translations, 
it came to be known in Western Christendom. 
The best-known translators during the 12th cent, 
are Johannes Hispanus and Gerard of Cremona ; 
and the work was prosecuted by other students in 
the century following. Likewise many Jews took 
part in the process of mediation. The various 
mutations of Arabic learning were all shared in, 
either actively or receptively, by the Oriental Jews 
{cf. Philosophy [Jewish]) ; and at length Maimon- 
ides ([mu.] 1135-1204), working under the influence 
of al-Faraht and Avicenna, made an attempt to 
harmonize Aristotle with the OT. In this endea- 
vour he availed himself of the device of interpret- 
ing the sacred text allegorically and restricting the 
scope of Aristotle’s teaching to this world, while 
maintaining that everything of a supmmundane 
nature is known only by divine revelation. 

Such was also the view of the Christian scholars 
and theologians of the West. Their knowledge of 
the world, including a great deal of astrology, 
alchemy, etc., was borrowed very largely from the 
Arabs, while at first they gave a ready welcome to 
everything of a Neo-Platonic cast. The most 
ermanent of the Oriental factors in the West, 
owever, were Avicenna’s medical teachings and 
the Aristotelian tradition from al-Kindi to Aver- 
roes. In that tradition the Scholastics found 
abundant incentives to philosophical discussion, 
and to it they also owed in part their abandonment 
of the Neo-Platonic ontology for the purer form of 
Aristotelianism represented by Albertus Magnus 
and Thomas Aquinas in the 13th century. It was 
therefore upon good grounds that Dante placed 
Avicenna and Averroes among the great figures of 
classical antiquity in the forecourt of hell. 

LirEEATTiRK.— i. OESEHAL. — S. Munk, itilangta it rftilo- 
sophie juive tt arabe, 2 vols., Paris, 1857-69 : T. J. de Boer, 
Oesefi, der Philosophic im /clam, Stuttgart, 1901, tr. E. R. 
Jones, London, 1903; D. B. Macdonald, The Development of 
ihtslim Theology, Jurisprudence, and Conslilulionnl Theory, 
New York, 1903 ; I. Goldziher, • Die islamischc und die Judische 
Philosophie’ (in Kultur der Gegenwart, i. 6, Leipzig, 1009). 

ii. Special. — Of the numerous monographs dealing wth the 
various phases discussed in the paragraptis we con mention 
only a few : 

I. and *. D. S. Margollonth, The Early Development of 
Mohammedanism (IIL, 2 nd ser., 1013), London, 1914 (cf. lect. 
vii. ‘ The Philosophical Supplement'); C. H. Becker, "Christ- 
liche Polemik und islamische Dogmenbildung,’ ZA. xxvi. [1911J 
176 H. ; R. A. Nicholson, The ilystics of Islam, London, 1914 ; 
Carra de Vans, Gaedli, Paris, 1902. 

3 . CL M. Horten, Die pbilosophisehen Systeme der spekula- 
tiven Thedlogen im Islam, Bonn, 1012, pp. 189 ff., 820 tf. 

4. Of. T. J. de Boer, ‘ Urani,* in ZA xxviL [1912] SB. 

5- M. Steinschneider, Die crab. Ubersetzunnen aus dem 
Griechischen (Deihefl zum Centralblatt file Bibliolheksvxsen, 


xii.), Leipzig, 1893 ; T. J. de Boer, ' Zu Kindi und seiner 
Schule,' AGPh xiii. (1899] 153 ff. 

6 . Cl., besides the writings of the Hjwin al-Safa (various 
Arab, edd.; Genu. tr. F. Dieterici, Leipzig, 1665-79), esp. 
L. Banr, * Dominicus Gundissolinus de divisione philosophiae,’ 
Beitrage tur Geteh. der Philosophie des Miltelalters, Ir. 2-3 
(1903J. 

7 . M. Asln Palacios, Abenmasarra y su Escuela ; Origenet 
de la Filosofia hispano-musulmana, Ifadrid, 1914. 

8 . M. Steinschneider, Al-Farabi; des arab. Philotophen 
Leben und Sehriften, Petrograd, 1869; Carra de Vaux, 
Aoieenne, Paris, 1900; L.-G. Ldvy, Maimonide, do. 1911; 
E. Renan, Averrols et VAvtrroismtA,do, 1882; L. Gauthier, 
La Th/orie d'Ibn Rochd tur let rapports de la religion et de la 
philosophie, do. 1009. 

9 . M. Horten, Die phUosophisehen Ansiehten von Rdzi und 
Tati, Bonn, 1910, Die phUosophisehen Probleme der spekula- 
tiven Theologie im Islam, do. 1912. A considerable amount of 
material relating to the influence of Muslim philosophy on 
medixval Christian thought will be found here and there 
throughout Beitrage zur Geseh. der Philosophie its ilittelalters, 
cd. 0. Baeumker and G. von Hertling, Munster, 1891 ff. (still 
being issued), in which (HI. 2 (1903)) will also be found C.- 
Baeumker, ‘ Witelo, ein Philosoph und Naturforscher des XIII 
Jahrhunderts —specially important for its excursuses on the 
metaphysics of light and the proofs for the existence of God in 
Christian and Muslim philosophy. T. J. DE BOER. 

PHILOSOPHY (Roman). — I. Introductory. — 
The Romans made no claim to originality in philo- 
sophy. Here, even more than in other fields, the 
work of Roman literature was mediation (Vermitt- 
lung). From this point of view, however, it is im- 
possible to exaggerate the significance of such 
names as Lucretius, Cicero, and Seneca, not to 
speak of Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius, who wrote 
in Greek. It is from Lucretius that the modem 
world received not only the astern of Epicurus 
and the atomic cosmogony of Democritus, hut 
something of the spirit of the pre-Socratio nature 
philosophy. 

Cicero taught the history of older Greek philo- 
sophy and the controversies of the post- Aristotelian 
schools not only to his contemporaries and the 
Christian Fathers, but for many centuries after 
the Renaissance to all modem Europe (see the 
excellent, though incomplete, history of Cicero’s 
influence in T. Zielinski, Cicero im Wandel der. 
Jahrhunderte\ Leipzig, 1912, pp. 8911., 211 ff.; 
there is a convenient English r6snm6 of Zielinski’ in 
English Literature and the Classics, Oxford, 1911). 

Seneca transmits to the modem world the ethical 
religion of later Greek philosophy, the precepts 
that would make invincible the heart that conned 
them, the half-Christian sentiments of a Stoicism 
more than half Platonized. 

When the Roman tardily turned his attention 
to Greek literature, it was, Horace tells us [Epist. 
n. i. 161 fF.), to ask what profit there might be in 
the Attic stage. Horace does not here mention 
philosophy, the refuge and religion of his later 
years (t6. 1, i. 25). 

But the dramas most frequently adapted to the 
Roman stage, those of Euripides^ and the New 
Comedy, were, as Cicero says of his own orations 
(de Nat. Dear. i. 3), stuHed with philosophic 
sentences (J. S. Reid, Academica, London, 1885, 
p. 9), which conveyed to an intellectually young 
people the criticism of life, ethics, and relimon of 
a sophisticated and weary civilization (ib., Introd. 
p. 20, note 1 ; T. Mommsen, Eist. of Borne, bk. 
lii. ch. xiv. ; W. Warde Fowler, The Behgious 
Experience of the Boman Beople, London, 1911, 
pp. 348, 264, 319, Boman Ideas of Deity, do. 1914, 
pp. 30, 10 1 ; J. B. Carter, Beligion of Nttma, do. 1906, 
pp. 64, 122 f.). This completed the disintegration 
of the Boman religions instinct, which was already 
sadly confused by the progressive assimilation of 
the old Roman deities to the Greek mythology. 

•Atqoehaeo quidem ejusmodi ex vetero Grneciae fama col- 
lecta Bant : qnlbus intcUigis resistendum esse, ne pertutbentut 
religionea ' (Cic. de Fat. Deor. iU. ^ 60). 

Ennius, the Roman Homer (Fowler, JZeZ. Exper., 
p. 351), translates Enhemeras (see Euhejierism), 
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adapts -with Roman illustrations Euripides’ 
diatribes against priestcraft and augury (Cic. de 
Div. i. 68), and sums up for tlie populace in three 
racy lines the Epicurean doctrine that the gods 
are careless and the traitorous doubts of the 
moral goverament of the ivorld long since formu- 
lated by Thrasymachns (H. Diels, Vie Fragmente 
der VorsoJcratilceT^, Berlin, 1912, fra^ 8) and elo- 
quently repudiated in the theodicy of Plato {Latos, 
B05 B ; ef, Cic. de Nat. Dear. iii. 32, de JDiv. i. 88) : 

‘Gods there are, I've always said It, and that ^vin always be 
my view ; 

But they little reck, I reckon, of what we race of mortals do. 

For if they did the good would flourish, the bad would 
perish, which is not true.' 

Many such quasi-philosophic and critical utter- 
ances occur in Plautus (Fowler, J2el. Eayter., p. 
352 ; P. Leo, Plautinische Forschungen?, Berlin, 
1912, 129-131 ; Ranke, Feiripleeomenus, Mar- 

burg Dissertation, 1900) and in the fragments 
of early Latin tragedy (Reid, Introd. p. 20, n. 
1). The beginnings of more direct study of Greek 
pliilosophy are known mainly from the allusions 
in Cicero (Tusc. iv, 6, Acad. i. 5), Seneca (Fj). c.), 
Quintilian (Inst. Orat. X. i. 123), and Aulus Gel- 
lius (vi. [vii.] 14, xv. 11). 

The famous embassy to Rome in 165 of the three 
representative Greek philosophers— Cameades the 
Academic, Diogenes the Stoic, and Critolaus the 
Peripatetic — is the obbligato introduction to the 
history of Roman philosophy, and has often been 
biilliantly, if somewhat conjecturally, described 
(see C. hlartha. Etudes morales sur I'antiquiti^ 
Paris, 1883, p. 61 f., ‘Le Philosophe Carn4ade h 
Home’; A. W. Benn, TAe Greek Philosopher^, 
London, 1914, ch, xii. sect. i.). 

Cicero himself can name no Roman student of 
Greek philosophy prior to Lcelius and Scipio 
(Tusc. iv. 5), though he sometimes alludes to 
Pytliagoreanism in Italy (ib. iv. 1 f.). 

The culture of the ‘Seipionic circle,’ and its 
possible indebtedness to Polybius and the Achroan 
exiles, we must dismiss ivitn a reference (Momm- 
sen, bk. iv. ch. xii. ; P. Wendland, Die hellenis- 
tisch-romischs Kulttir, Tubingen, 1912, pp. 34, 58; 
J. B. Bury, The Ancient Greek Historians, London, 
1909, p. 191; Fowler, Eel. Exper., p. 363f. ; 
Cic. de Fin, ii. 8 ; Polyb. xxiii. 10). Elsewhere 
Cicero admits that sceptical readers have doubted 
the erudition in Greek philosophy displayed by 
the interlocutors in his dialogues, and defends 
himself lamely (Reid, on Acad. Prior, ii. 2). It is 
not likely that any Roman, except Cicero himself, 
and possibly the learned Varro or Brutus, could 
have delivered the systematic expositions which 
Cicero puts into the months of nis personages. 
But the general truth of Cicero’s idealized repre- 
sentation of this Roman culture remains. 

In the 1st cent. B.C. the educated Roman 
nobility did often maintain in their households 
Greek scholars- who might be philosophers (see 
A. Hillscher, in Fleckeisen’s Jahrhucher fur class. 
Philol., suppl. xviii. [1891-92] 353-444; Cic. 
Brutus, 90, 97, de Or. i. 22, deFin, iv. 26, v. 3, 25). 
In their youth, or later en route to Asia, they 
heard at Athens (de Or. i. 18, de Fin. v. 1) or 
Rhodes (de Or, i. 17) lectures from which they ac- 
quired, if not expert knowledge, a sufGcient con- 
ception of the attitude towards life and experience 
represented by the three chief post-Aristotelian 
schools — the Stoics, the Epicureans, and the 
Academic sceptics. They knew the names and 
personalities of the leading representatives of these 
Bohools and took an amused interest in their con- 
troversies (Acad, Prior. Ii. iv. 11 f., de Or. i. 11, 
18 f., de Leg. i. 20). Their villas sometimes con- 
tained libraries in which a scholar could find almost 
any treatise that he happened to need (de Fin. iii. 


2f., Topica, i., ad Att. iv. 10), They sometimes 
professed personal allegiance to the Epicurean 
the Academic, the Stoic, or the Peripatetic schooi 
as the case might be (de Nat. Dear . i, 6). This 
often meant little more than the assumption of a 
playful partisanship (de Fin. v. 3, 26, Acad. Post. 
I. 14, de Leg, I. vii. 21). It was sometimes, as 
in the case of Cicero’s friend, the Epicurean Atti- 
cus, the expression of a temperament and an atti- 
tode jG. Boissier, Ciciron et ses amis, Paris, 188S, 

In a Cato and in a Brutus it was thought to be 
a religion and a rule of life : 

|Neque disputandi causa, ut niagna pars, sed Ita vlvendi’ 
(Cic. Jlurtna, 30, of Cato); ‘Scias eura sentire, quas dlcit 
(quintU. X. i. 123, of Brutus), 


And it is customary in this connexion to affirm a 
profound affinity between the Stoic philosophy 
and the old Roman virtue (Fowler, Eel. Exper., p. 
362 ; E. V, Arnold, Eoman Stoicism, Cambridge, 
1911, ch. V., is an excellent history of the ‘Stoic 
sect in Rome ’ ; per contra, F. W. Bussell, Marcus 
Aurelius and the Later Stoics, Edinburgh, 1910, p. 
185, says; ‘The Stoic school nearly spoilt tne 
noblest of the Romans’). 

Cicero’s complacent portrayal of this philosophic 
culture of the Eoman nobility suggests Burke's 
and Matthew Arnold’s idealization of the similar 
culture of the English nobility of the 18th century. 
Whatever the precise historical facts, it is in some 
such setting and against some such historical 
background as this that we must view the two 
great extant monuments of that culture— Lucre- 
tius’s poem on the nature of things and Cicero’s 
philosophical dialt^es. In asserting his mvn 
essential priority, Cicero laments that the earliest 
Eoman expositions of Greek philosophy were the 
cheap and superficial popularizations of Epicurean- 
ism by a certain Amaiinins and his followers (Tusc. 
iv, 3, 6). This recalls the ,deprecati()n by old- 
fashioned college presidents of the diffusion of 
cheap Voltairism in America by Ethan Allens 
Eeason the only Oracle of Man (New York, 1784), 
and Paine’s Age of Eeason (London, ^1795). But 
what chiefly offenos Cicero is not the irreligion of 
popular Epicureanism, but its crudity, Epicurus 
and, rvith rare exceptions, the Epicureans were 
hostile to the encyclopoedic liberal _ culture that 
was Cicero’s life-long religion (de Fin. i. 6,_ 7, 21, 
iii. 12, Acad. i. 2, de Nat. Deor. i. 22, 26, ii. 18f., 
29). Their writings lack the literary charm, the 
mastery of dialectic and rhetoric, the conception 
of man as a social and political animal, the wealth 
of historic illustration, that attracted him in the 
disciples of Plato and the ‘ great and copious 
Peripatetics (de Leg. iii. 6, Orator, 3, Brutus, 81, 
deFin. W. 23f„ iv. 3, 9, y. 3). The Stoic system 
and terminology as a subject of study commanu 
the respect even of their opponents (de Fin. 

But any educated man can get up the entire^Fpi- 
curean philosophy in a few days (ih. i. 6, 8 ; per- 
discere ludus ’). - , 

So Macaulay marvels that the silliest and 
meanest of all systems of moral and natural philo- 
sophy’ inspired m Lucretius the finest poem 
Latin language. Cicero does not raise tins question, 
or indeed mention Lucretius at all, ^ 

the much discussed letter to his brother Quintus. 
But the coincidences of diction in the , 

the Epicurean philosophy are too 
precise to he /ue solely ^ the use of common 
sources. The parallels collected I’y _ 

(MManges de lUttrature nnctenne, Eans, pp. 
157-177) are only a small proportion of J,. 
an attentive reader will discover. 
as a whole see art. Luceetius and the "ell-hnown 

book of J. Masson, Lucreiiu^Epicurecinand ro 
(2 roh., London, 1907-09). We can only glance at 


PHILOSOPHY (Roman) 


885 


a few of the traits that differentiate him from 
Epicunis. He is a true poet and transmits to the 
modern world the spirit not of Epicurus on Nature, 
but of the pre-Socratics and Plato’s Timceus. He 
‘ denied divinely the divine ’ ; and Aphrodite, 
Phaethon, the fauns, and the cult of the great 
Mother of the Gods are more real and vivid in his 
negations than in any hymn of their worshippers. 
His atheism speaks the language of the deity 
answering Job out of the whirlwind ; and the ex- 
ression of his honest doubt always preserves that 
igh seriousness the lack of which makes the 
petulant boutades of Euripides so disconcerting to 
the lovers of i'Eschylus and Sophocles, so unedifying 
to the disciples of Plato. In him Epicurus’s placid 
repudiation of superstition is transformed into a 
passionate conviction that historical or institu- 
tional religion has been a curse to humanity. This 
distinction, often overlooked, has never been 
explained. It may be conjecturally attributed to 
something in the poet’s own temperament or 
experience, or perhaps to the religious experi- 
ence of the Roman people during and after the 
Hannibalic wars (Carter, p. 144 ; cf. G. Murray, 
Four Stages of Greek Religion, New York, 1912, 
p. 63). 

We may perhaps find further confirmation of his 
sincerity oir feeling in the fact that Lucretius 
never redeemed his promise (v. 155) to lead his 

■ ' Memmlus In a train 
Of flowery clauses onward to the proof 
That gods there are, and deathless * 

. CTennyson, Lueretiui}. 

The positive theology of the Epicureans was cer- 
tainly chimerical, and their opponents plausibly 
pronounced it insincere (Zeller, Die Philosophie der 
Gricchen, III. i.’, Berlin, 1880, p. 399). The speakers 
in Cicero refuse to take seriously the fainiant gods 
who have a quasi-corpus and a quasisanguis{de Nat. 
Deor. 1 . 26), and take refuge from the cosmic tur- 
bulence in ‘the lucid interspace of world and 
world ’ (de Div. ii. 17), where they entertain their 
infinite leisure with conversation in Greek, 

The populace, the false prophets, the mystic or 
religious philosophers, and the intelligent essayists 
of later antiquity were agreed in regarding 
Epicureanism as virtual atheism (Posidonius, in 
Cic. de Nat. Deor. i. 44 ; cf. iii. 1). 

Lucretius has little to say — perhaps there was 
not much to be said — of the practical aspects of 
the Epicureau ethics. Satire of Roman luxury 
and ennui, the praises of sober, sweet, simple 
Epicurean life, deprecation of the mad race of 
ambition and the pursuit of wealth, the gospel of 
renunciation and acquiescence in the law of death 
-^eath ‘that is more peaceful than any sleep’ — 
that is about all. 

2 . Cicero. — Cicero was obviously not a pro- 
fessional scholar. But his knowledge of Greek 
philosophy was extensive, if not always critical. 
Greek was for him a living language, and he had 
heard lectures on Greek philosophy, read books 
about it, and debated the points of controversy 
between later schools throughout his life (see 
Reid, Introd. pp. 1-9 ; J. B. Mayor, de Natura 
Deorum, Cambridge, 1880-85, i. p. xxxv, and, for 
an unfavourable view of Cicero’s work, iii. p. xiv). 
The substance of his chief philosophic treatises he 
could at any time have written out of his head 
{de Fin. i. 5 ; not, of course, the ‘ History of 
Philosophy ’ in de Nat. Deor. i. 10 ff., for which he 
had no Diels or Zeller to copy). In the actual 
composition ho freely adapted, translated, para- 
phrased, or epitomized whatever suited his purpose 
in the writings of Panretius, Posidonius, Clito- 
machus, Diogenes of Babylonia, Antipater of 
Tyre, Antiochns, and Philo. Like many of his 
modem censors, he often took liis quotations at 


second hand. But it is ^ite idle to deny that 
he read Plato, Arbtotle, Theoplirastus, Crantor, 
Dicasarchus, and others of the older philosophers, 
and could consult and quote them independently 
when he chose. He sometimes speaks of himself 
as a translator and sometimes protests that he 
does not follow his authorities slavishly. The 
determination of his precise procedure in any 
given case is a problem that philology can neither 
solve nor renounce (see the Introductions to Reid, 
Academica, and Mayor, de Nat. Deor. ; R. Hirzel, 
Untersuchungen zur Cicero's philosoph. Schriften, 
3 vols., Leipzig, 1877-83; and the more recent 
literature in Hans Uri, Cicero und die epikur. Phil., 
Munich, 1914). He achieved his design of illumi- 
nating by Latin letters every topic of (recent) Greek 
philosophy (de Div. iL 2, Acad. Post. I. i. 3). 
And, in the loss of the Greek ‘ sources,’ this hastily 
composed philosophical library remains one of the 
world’s chief storehouses of ideas and suggestions 
and of the great commonplaces of ethics and 
natural religion. It is no impairment of the value 
of his writings or disparagement of his intellig- 
ence that ho did not invent a system of his own, 
or swear superstitious adlierence to the words of 
any one of his teachers (Boissier, p. 340). The 
philosophy of the post- Aristotelian scliools centred 
in two or three large topics of controversy still 
under debate — the criterion of troth, the_ absolute- 
ness and autonomy of the moral law, the identifica- 
tion of ‘virtue’ with happiness, and the reality of 
natural religion and its accommodation to institu- 
tional and historic religion. Towards all these 
questions Cicero’s attitude was that of not a few 
of the beat minds of the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The Stoics maintained that certain states of con- 
sciousness are infallible witnesses to their own 
truth. Cicero held with the New Academy that 
probability is the limit of our knowledge and the 
guide of life (Tusc. i. 9, v. 11, Acad., passim; de 
OJfe. iii. i in fine). This is still a perfectly rational 
position in relation to all absolute systems, and 
was in Cicero’s as in Plato’s day an entirely reason- 
able view of physical science also (Acad. Prior, ii. 
39 ; Plato, Tim. 29 B, C). The Stoics insisted that 
nothing is good except the virtuous will, and that 
virtue alone ensures not only a happy, but also 
the happiest possible, life. _ Cicero admired this 
fine moral gesture and the ingenious elaboration 
of terminology that justified it (de Fin. iii. 22). 
He would like to believe it : 

•Ego vero volo in virtuto vim ee»e quam maximam’ (f6. 
r. 20). 

He is not sure that he can find any valid sanction 
for the moral life without it. But in other moods 
I he doubts its conformity to common sense or its 
confirmation by experience, and sees in it only the 
edantic and paradoxical elaboration of truths 
etter stated by Plato (rfo Fin. iv. Ilf.). Virtue 
on the rack is still happiness perhaps. But why 
say the highest possible happiness? Would it not 
be a little happier without the pain ? It is our 
modem problem of the sanction. Unless you go 
the whole length of paradox, how find a logical 
sanction for the extreme case of entire self- 
sacrifice! Cicero’s waverings and self-contradic- 
tions on this point find their precise parallels in 
the literature of the modem utilitarian debate 
from Mill and Grote to Leslie Stephen, and in 
the associated dbonssions of the main thesis of 
Plato’s Republic. He prefers the Stoic position to 
the Epicurean of course, and even to the laxity of 
Theophrastus on the happy life (ib. v. 5), and 
perhaps to the Aristotelian over-emphasis of 
external ‘ goods ’ (t6. v. 25). But he does not 
prefer it to the finer tact of Plato’s expression of 
the same ideas (Acad. iv. (Lucttllus] 44, de Fin. 
iv. 24, Tusc. V. 12). And he fears that it may 


886 


PHILOSOPHY (Roman; 


prove to Ije only a magnificent rhetorical defiance 
to experience and human nature : 

‘Dicuntur ista, Cato, mavniflce’ (de Fin. iii. S), 'repuimaDte 
naturo’ (t6. iv. 20). 

He had probably often debated the question with 
Brutus and Cato, and a large part of bk. iv. of the 
de Finibus reads more like the reflexion of these 
discussions than the copy of a Greek treatise, for 
which it is generally taken. The alleged contra- 
diction between bk. v. of the Ttisculans and bk. iv. 
of the de Finibtts practically disappears on a careful 
consideration of the respective contexts {Tusc. v. 
11 ; cf. de Leg. i. 20 ; * Probe quidem sentis, si re 
ac non verbis dissident,’ de Offic. iiL 7 : ‘ Mihi 
utrumvis satis est ; et quum hoc turn illud proba- 
bUius videtur ’). 

Space fails for the study of the de Natura 
Deorum and the de Divinatione as storehouses of 
material for the history of the post-Aristotelian 
philosophies of religion. The ' noble eclectic deism ’ 
which Cicero transmitted to the Renaissance and 
the 17th and 18th centuries is summed up in a 
concluding paragraph of the de Divinatione, which 
says in effect ; 

• We ought to conserve religion without encouraging (upersti- 
tion. The wise man will respect and maintain the religious 
rites and institutions of his ancestors and he will keep his 
personal faith in a supreme and eternal nature to bo rever- 
enced and admired by man as the author of the beauty and 
order of the world ' (ii. 72). 

Those who read between the lines could find 
mingled with this edifying doctrine many sugges- 
tions of the statesman’s or the policeman’s view of 
the utility of religion (de Rep. and de Leg., p^sim, 
de Leq. i. 7, ii. 7, de Nat. Dear. i. 27 ; cf. A. Collins, 
c^. Zielinski, Cicero im Wandel, p. 223 ; de Nat. 
Dear. ii. and iii.) and hints of economies and 
reserves (de Nat. Deor. i. 22, de Div. ii. 12, ‘sed 
soli sumus,’ de Leg. i. 13) and of accommodation 
(the word, de Nat. Deor. i. 15 [41]) legitimate or 
illegitimate to popular and institutional religion 
(ib. i. 28, iii. 15f., 23 ; Warde Fowler, Roman Ideas 
of Deity, p. 54). The Platonizing Dream of Scipio 
and bk. v. of the Tusculans have been the chief 
channels by which the Platonic hope of immor- 
tality was transmitted to the Middle Age and the 
modem literature of natural religion. The de 
Finibus deals with the theoij of ethics (see art. 
SUMMUM BonuM). The Tusc%ilans are, like 
Seneca’s Epistles, the practical application of the 
religion of Greek philosophy (Tusc. v. 2 ; ‘ O vitae 
philosophia dux,’ etc. ; cf. Seneca, Ep. 90, both 
conjectured to be derived from Posidonius’s Pro- 
trepticus) to conduct and spiritual guidance. They 
exhibit the philosopher as physician of the soul 
(Tusc. i. 49, iii. 1), healing the perturbations, 
diseases, or passions of the mind, and combating 
the fear of death and pain and other ‘ accidentru 
evils,’ or maintaining the Stoic thesis of the all- 
sufficiency of virtue for the happy life. The de 
Officiis, based in the main probably on the xfpl rov 
KadriKovTot of Pansetius, is a practical treatise on 
the ethics not of the ideal sage but of fallible men. 
It became in turn the model of St. Ambrose’s 
Christian ethics, and, until the rise of the 19th 
cent. ‘ science ’ of evolutionary ethics, it remained 
for such readers as Locke, Hume, Voltaire, and 
Frederick the Great almost the definitive treat- 
ment of the subject. The wide-spread opinion 
that Cicero in the de Officiis seriously compromises 
the ethical ideal is a vague impression left in the 
minds of hasty readers by his discussion of the 
Stoic casuistry of caveat emptor and similar ques- 
tions (de Oj^. iii. 12 ff.). In nearly every case 
Cicero himself rejects the casuistic compromise, 
the ‘ capitulations of conscience ’ which even John 
Stuart Mill attributes to him (de Offic. iii. 13 in 
fine ; Mill, Three Essays on Religion?, London, 


1885, p. 107). Apart from a few possibly pre- 
judiced political and historical judgments, the 
derogations of the de Officiis from absolute, ideal 
Platonic, or Christian ethics are rare and doubtful! 
On the authority of Pametius, Cicero justifies the 
advocate in maintaining a merely plausible case 
(li. 14). _ He twice permits himself the un-Platonic 
expression that a good man will harm no one 
‘nisi lacessitus iniuria’ (i. 7, iii. 19), for which 
Lactantius and Ambrose rebuke him. He once 
incautiously generalizes a sound principle of legal 
equity in the unqualified statement that promises 
need not be kept ‘ si plus tibi noceant, quam illi 
prosint, cni promiseris^ (i, 10). That is about all. 
The tripartite scheme of the de Q^ciw distinguishes 
the topics of the right (honestum), the useful 
(utile), and the (apparent) conflict of the two. 
The admission of a real conflict, Cicero insists, 
would destroy ethics altogether, w'hich must rest 
on the Socratic-Platonic postulate of their identity 
(ii. 3, iii. 3). The elaboration, for which Cicero 
himself apologizes (ii. 6), of Chesterfieldian pru- 
dential morality in bk. ii. is natural in a father 
addressing his son and not inappropriate to the 
literary kind which is allied to the ‘ parsenetic dis- 
course’ (see art. Isocrates). Transcendental 
and ascetic ethics are treated in the Tusculans, 
which are essentially akin to the literature of 
‘consolations.’ These and similar distinctions, 
which cannot be developed here, are indispensable 
to the discriminating criticism of the de Finibus, 
the de Cfficiis, and the Tusculans. The honestum 
of de Officiis, i. divides into the four Platonic 
cardinal virtues. Emphasis is laid on their deriva- 
tion from ‘ nature,’ the primary instincts, and the 
social nature of man. The ius gentium is some- 
times equated with nature (iii. 5 : ‘natura, id est, 
jure gentium ’). Beneficence as a social virtue is 
placed side by side with justice. And there are 
many other divergences from Plato and Aristotle 
due to the elaboration of ethical terminology in 
the discussions of the schools, the accumulation of 
political and social experience, and the imperfect 
equivalence of Greek and Latin ethical terms. 
Much industry that might have cleared up all 
these complexities has been wasted on the con- 
jectural philology of Cicero’s lost sources. 

Cicero boasts that his philosophical treatises had 
inspired many emulators of his example. Two 
only require mention here : Brutus, with whom he 
eviaentJy had often debated the Stoic ethics 
(Boissier, p. 320), and Varro, for whose vast erudi- 
tion he felt a certain awe. Varro (Zeller, in. i. 
669) apparently accepted the eclectic compromise of 
Antiochus between the New Acaderoy and Stoi- 
Whatever his private creed, his chief literaiy 


cism. 


interest in Greek philosophy was its service to nis 
interpretation of Eoman religion and antiquity. 
We know him mainly through the_ Christian 
Fathers, who sought in him illustrations of tne 
absurdito of the pagan religion. 

3. Roman philosophy, after Cicero. — Roman 
philosophy acquired few if any new ideM 
Cicero. An exhaustive monograph would study 
the not inconsiderable traces or Epicureanism ana 
Stoicism in the poets Horace, Vergil, , 
Juvenal, and Persius (C. Martha, 

Vempire remain, Paris, 1865, p. lOOff., ’ 

Arnold, Roman Stoicism, ch. xvi., merely glances 
at the topic), the relation of the science oi 
Seneca and Pliny to their Greek soutcm, the 
Latin reflexion of incipient Neo-Platonism in 
Apuleius. But, broadly speaking, post-Ciceronian 
philosophy merely arnplified that conception 
philosopher as physician of the soul ana 
conscience which we have already met 
Tusculans. This, with some the 

and Pythagoreanism, was the philosophy ot tuo 
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school of the Sextii to which Seneca alludes with 
grateful enthusiasm. And this is the chief function 
and content of philosophy for Seneca himself 
(Zeller, ill. i.* 696 ff.). 

This ethical culture relipon of moral philosophy 
in the literature of the Grjeco-Koman empire is 
of enormous human, though of slight scientific, 
interest. There are few shades of modern moral 
sentiment which the ethical culture of to-day can- 
not find already eloquently expressed in Seneca, 
Plutarch, Epictetus, Musonius, Dio Chrysostomus, 
Maximns of Tyre, or Marcus Aurelius — to mention 
only the best-kno^vn names. And under the com- 
bined influence of Platonism and cosmopolitan 
hnmanitarianism this pagan jpreaching sometimes 
approximates so closely to distinctively Christian 
sentiment as to provoke perpetual renewals of the 
hypotheeiiB of its direct indebtedness to Christianity 
(limler, in. i.’ 714 , Wendland, p. 95, with biblio- 
graphy ; Boissier, La Beligion romaine*, Paris, 
1892, vol. ii. ch. v., ‘ S4n6que et St. Paul * ; 
C. E. Haines, Marcus Aurelius, in Loeb Classical 
Library, 1916, p. 383). It would be futile to t^ to 
summarize this literature in a paragraph. It is 
better to refer the reader to the articles on the 
authors named and to the many readable and 
accessible studies of the subjects (W. E. H. 
Lecky, Mist, of European Morale, London, 1890, 
ch. ii. ; Boissier and Martha, opp. citt. ; L. Fried- 
lander, Sittengeschichte Eoms^, Lemzig, 1910, III. 
iv., ‘ Die religiBsen Zustande,’ v., ‘ DiePhilosophie 
als Erzieherin zur Sittlichkeit ’ ; E. Renan, Mare- 
Aurile^, Paris, 1882, ch. iii. ; \V. Pater, Marius 
the Epicurean, London, 1888, ch. xv. ; T. B. Glover, 
The Conjlict of Religions in the early Roman Em- 
pire, do. 1909, chs. ii. f., vii. ; R. D. Hicks, Stoic 
and Epicurean, do. 1910, ch. iv. j Arnold, Roman 
Stoicism, chs. v., xiii.-xvi. ; J. Oakesmith, The 
Religion of Plutarch, do. 1902 j 0. Grdard, De la 
Morale de Plutarque^, Paris, 1874). The theology 
associated with this gospel of Greek moral philo- 
sophy may be described indifferently as natural 
religion or ‘ morality touched with emotion.’ 
Matthew Arnold’s sharp distinction between the 
two meant little to Cicero, Plutarch, Seneca, and 
Marcus Aurelius, who, though, like Plato, they 
would affirm the autonomy of ethics, were, like 
Plato, willing to supplement it with the sanctions 
of natural religion. Discriminating scholarship 
finds distinctions in the extent and character of 
their accommodation to popular religion, but no 
such contrasts as that which Glover discovers 
between the essential rationalism of Seneca and 
the superstition, as he deems it, of Plutarch : 

•The ancient world rejected Seneca, as we have seen, and 
chose Plutarch ’ (Conflict of Iteligions, p. Ill)— an exaggerated, 
not to gay a false, antithesis. 

Nor ought we to catalogue the entire ethical and 
religious literature of these centuries under the 
undiscriminating rubrics, ‘ orientalism,’ ‘ recrude- 
scence of superstition,’ and ‘ failure of nerve.’ 
There was doubtless a drift towards superstition in 
the populace, in third-rate writers, and_ finally in 
the later Greek literature of Neo-Platonism. The 
decline of ancient science and scholarship left these 
tendencies without a check ; 

• If the old civlligation had not been on the wane, if a supply 
of instructed, critical, cool, indifferent minds had continued,* 
etc. (M. Arnold, preface to God and the SibU, London, 1684, 
p. xvl, after Renan). 

And the accommodations .of the Stoics and the 
coquetries of the Platonists with mysticism may 
be thought to have encouragedthem. Butin the 
better writers, doivn to and including Plotinus, 
neither the accommodations nor the half-serious 
literary mysticism went farther in concession to 
the ‘ concrete supernatural’ than many of the most 
respectable and respected writers of the last fifty 


years have done.* It is only from the avowed 
standpoint of a Velleius (Cic. de Nat. Dear. i. 8 : 
‘fidenter . . . ut solent isti’), a Lueian, or a 
Haeckel that modem criticism is justified in depre- 
cating the supematuralism, the superstition, the 
failure of nerve of the Grteco-Roman ethical 
teachers of the first two centuries. The later 
Greek literature of Neo-Platonism is an indepen- 
dent question and does not concern us here. 

LiTEiiATimz. — See the works mentioned throughout. 

Paul Shorey. 

PHOENICIANS, — Phoenicia la)' at the eastern 
end of the Mediterranean and extended from the 
Nahr-el-Kabir to Mt. Carmel. It included the 
maritime plain and the adjacent portions of Jebcl 
Nusariyeh, Mt. Lebanon, and the highlands of 
Galilee. Its chief cities in the order from north to 
south were Arvad (Arados), Simir (Simyra), ArVa, 
Gebal (Byblus), Birutu (Be^tus, Beirut), Sidon, 
Sarephath (Sarepta), §ur {Tyrej, ^ana, Akzib, 
and Mahalliba. The name is derived from the 
Gr. 4>oTrtf, which means first ‘purple’ and then 
the land that produces purple. It is found as early 
as Homer {R. xxiii. 743 f., Od. xiii. 272, xiv. 288 fil, 
XV. 415 S'.). The natives named themselves 
Tyrians, Gehalites, etc., after their individual 
toivns, which were originally independent ; or called 
themselves Sidonians from Sidon, the principal 
city. Thus king of Tyre, calls himself 

‘ king of the Sidonians ’ {CIS i. 6), and on coins of 
the Greek period Tyre is called ‘mother of the 
Sidonians’ (E. Babelon, Cat. des monnaies 
grccques: les Roisde Syrie, etc., Paris, 1890, i. 80). 
This is the usual name for the Phoenicians in the 
OT (Jg 10" 18’, 1 K ll>-«*“ 16«, 2 K 23") and also 
in Homer {R. vi. 290, Od. iv. 618, xiii. 285, xv. 
118). 

The Phoenicians also called themselves by the 
broker racial name of Cannanites, ns wo know 
from coins of Laodicea (Babelon, i. 84, 162, 172), 
We have also the testimony of Herodinn and of 
Stephen of Byzantium that the ancient name of 
Phoenicia was XrS, which corresponds to a shorter 
form Vj? (Kinabhi in the Amama letters) over 
against {yjp (Kinabni in the Amarna letters). 
Philo Byblius (in Eusebius, Prop. Evang. i. 10, 
ed, E, H. Gifford, Oxford, 1903) names ns the 
ancestor of the Phccnicians Chim, who had his 
name changed to Phoenix (39d) ; and in I. Bekker, 
Anecdota Grwca, Berlin, 1814-21, iii. 1181, Chnas 
is the father of Phoenix, whence the Phoenicians 
are called Ochnn (= 5 ;»n). Aumstine states that 
the Phoenician colonists in N. Africa called them- 
selves Cnnannites {Earn. Epist. Rom. 13). The OT 
frequently calls the Phoenicians Cannanites 
(Gn 10"-" Nn 13“ Jos 5* 13’-«, Jg 1«'-, 2 S 24"-, 
Is 23», Ob ”, Zeph 2’ ; cf. Mt 15“ Mk 7”). In 
the OT Canaan (Zeph 1**, Ezk 16“ 17‘) or Canaanite 
(Zee 14’*, Job 40”, Pr 31”) is the standing term for 
‘merchant,’ but in the early days trade was 
wholly in the hands of the Phoenicians. 

With this testimony in regard to the racial affini- 
ties of the Phoenicians their language agrees. It 
is identical with the proper names and Canaanite 
glosses in the Amama letters (see J, A. Knudtzon, 
Die El- Amarna -Tafeln, Leipzig, 1907-15, ii. 
1545 ff.), and dilfers only as a dialect from Moabite 
and Hebrew, which Is 19" calls ‘ the language of 
Canaan.’ In ci'V'ilization and in religion also the 
Phoenicians and the Canaanites were one people. 
Accordingly, wo rnust regard the Phoenicians as a 
branch of the Semitic race which under the names 

I This caveat is Intended not ns a criticism of the indispen- 
sable book of Frans Oumont(rA« Oriental Ileligiont in Roman 
Paganitm, Chicago, 1911) or the brilliant sketch in Murray 
(ch. iv., ‘The Failure of Nerve’), but in deprecation of the 
impression which the present generation of readers will receive 
from the exclusive emphasis of this aspect of the religious life 
and thought of the Grscco-Itoman empire. 
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of Amorites and Canaanites settled in Palestine 
about 2500 s.c. 

A. Period before the Hebrew conquest 
(S50Q-1S00 B.C.). — During this period the Phoeni- 
cians were undistinguishahle from the other 
Canaanites, Accordingly, the account of the 
religion of the Canaanites {EEE iii. 176-188) is at 
the same time an account of the first period of the 
Phoenician religion. 

B. Period from tub Hebrew conquest to 
TBE BEGINNING OF GREEK INFLUENCE' {ISOO- 
400 B.C.). — ^The sources for this period are scanty 
compared with those for the preceding and the 
following periods. They consist of two native 
inscriptions, that of Limassol and that of Hassan- 
bey-Ii ; theophorous personal names in the Assyrian 
records, in the OT, and in Menander’s list of the 
kings of Tyre; and a few statements of the 
Assyrian annals and the OT in regard to the gods 
of the Sidonians. 

The inscription of * the servant of 5ir5m, king 
of the Sidonians,' on fragments of a bronze bowl 
found at Limassol in Cyprus (^CIS i, 6) is commonly 
regarded as belonging to the reign of 5irom i,, 
the contemporary of David and Solomon (c. 960 
B.O.). This is the view of Lidzbarski [Handbuch 
der nordsem. Epigraphik, pp. 118, 176) ; but Von 
Landau (Beifrdyezur Altertnumskunde des Orients, 
L, Leipzig, 1893) and E, Meyer (EBi, col. 3763) think 
that the king mentioned was 9ir6m Ii. (c. 740 
B.O.), In either case this is the oldest knoivn 
Phoenician inscription. It is a dedication to Ba'al 
Lebanon (EEE ii. 287*'). The name ^irflm (Gr. 
Efpw/ioi) is an abbreviation of Ahi-rSm, ‘ brother is 
high’ (a:Heb. Hi-rfim; d in Heb. is regularly 
represented by 6 in Phcen.). This name is a 
witness to the continued use of the primitive 
Semitic divine title Ah {EBE iii. 179, § 6 j cf. i. 
387, § r), Josephus (Ant. VIII. v, 3) quotes from 
the Greek tranriation of the annals of Tyre made 
by Menander of Ephesus (see C. Wachsmuth, Ein- 
hit. in das Studium der alten Gesckichte, Leipzig, 
1895, p. 404 f.) the information that the father of 
J^irOml. was Abibalos=Abi-ba'l, ‘father is bdal,’ 
which contains the divine title Ah (EBE iii. 179, 

§ s) as well as the title Ba'l (EBE iii. 179, § 2). 
Or BirOm Menander says that he built temples 
for Herakles (=Melkart, EBE ii. 293) and for 
Astarte (=*Ashtart, EBE ii, 117, § S), and that he 
dedicated a golden pillar to Zeus (=Ba'l-Shamim, 
EBE iL 288, § 8), He also instituted the festival 
of the awakening of Melkart. A wise man who 
flourished in his reign was Abdgmounos (read 
Abd6smounos)='Abd-Eshmun, ‘servant of Esh- 
mun ’ (see below, p. 892, § 33). 

The successor or Bir6m, according to Menander, 
in Josephus (c. Apion. i. 18, ed. B. Niese, Berlin, 
1889, V. 21), was Balbazeros (or Baleazeros)= 
Ba'l-'az5r, ‘the bdal has helped.’ His son was 
Abda8taitos=’Abd- Ash tart, ‘ servant of ’Ashtart,’ 
He was dethroned by Methousastartos=Methu- 
'Ashtart, ‘ man of ’Ashtart,’ the son of Leastartos 
=Le-’ Ash tart, ‘belonging to ’Ashtart.’ His 
successor was Astharumos (or Aserumos)=imDK, 
‘Osiris is high’ (see below, C. i. 63; cf. EBE 
iii. 184 f.). & was slain by his brother Phelles= 
dVs (CIS i. 40. 1, 356, 2f.), an abbreviation of Ba'l- 
pelles, ‘ the bdal has levelled the way’ (J. and H. 
Derenbourg, ‘ Insc, ph. du temple de Seti k 
Abydos,’ BAssyr i. [1885) 81-101, no, 24). _He in 
his turn was slain by EithSbalos, the priest of 
Astarte =Ittoba'l, ‘with him is the bdal.' He is 
the same as Ethba'al, king of the Sidonians 
(I K 16’*). His daughter Jezebel (=Var’K; see 
below, p. 890), the wife of Ahab, introduced the 
cult of Melkart, th&. bdal of Tyre, into Israel;, 
and from the narrative of the book of Kings we 
gain some information about his worship (EBE ii. 


292^ 293). His son was Balez6ros=Ba'l.'az5r ‘ the 
baal has helped.’ He was succeeded by Mettenos 
=Metten, Heb. ITO (2 K 1P»), an abbreviation of 
Metten-ba 1, ‘ gift of the bdal ’ (CIS i. 261. 3, 303. 1, 
406. 4, and often). His successor was Pygmalion, 
m Avhose reign Carthage was founded. On Pvc. 
malion see bdow, p, 893, § 

Here the list of Menander closes, but for the 
period immediately following we have a number of 
theophorous names of Phcenician kings mentioned 
in the Assyrian inscriptions. In 854 B.c, Shal- 
maneser m. names Matinu-ba’li = Matten-ba'l, 
‘ dft of the bdal,’ king of Arvad (HE i. 172. 93 ; 
cf. ii. 20. 60) and Adunu-ba’li=Adon-ba'l (EBE 
iii, 179, § 8), king of Shiana=the Sinite of Gn 10”. 
On Ba’ii-ra’si=Ba’l-ro8h, *bdal of the promontory,’ 
in Shalmaneser m., see ERE ii. 287, § 4. Tiglath- 
pUesenv, in 738 B.c. mentions HirOm iL, king of 
Tyre, and Sibittibi’li, ‘seven is bdal' (ERE m. 
184, § 8), king of Gebal (KB ii. 30, 61 ; of. 20. 57). 
On Ba’al-Z^hon in Tiglathpileser iv. see EBE ii. 
288, § 8. In 725 B.c. Shalmaneser V. attacked 
Elulaio3=Ela-eli (Heb. ^?!r'^>t<), ‘ El is my god,’ king 
of Sidon, as we know from Menander, in Josephus 
(Ant. IX. xiv. 2), In the inscriptions of Senna- 
cherib he appears as Luli (KB ii. 90. 36). On the 
divine name El see EBE iii, 178, C. x. In 701 
Sennacherib mentions Tnba'lu = Itto-ba'l, Eth- 
ba'al, ‘Avith him is the bdal’ king of Sidon; 
Min^immu = MSnabSm, ‘comforter,’ an abbre- 
viation of a theophorous name such as Ba'al. 
menabem (CIS L 65. 1, 67. 2, 87. 3 ; 2 K' 16>‘), 
king of Samsimnruna; Abdilfti .= 'Abd-6l6t, 
‘servant of the goddess’ (i.e. ’Ashtart), king of 
Arvad (CIS i. 243. 3, 244. 4; EBE ii. 116, § i); 
Urumilld, ’light is my king’ (EBE iii. 181, §8), 
king of GebS (KB ii. 90. 48-50). In 676 B.C. 
Esarhoddon names Abdimilkutti = 'Abd-milk6t, 
‘servant of the queen’ (t.e. 'Ashtart; EBE vil. 
433, § 4), king of Sidon (KB ii. 124, 16). He also 
mentions BaIu=:Ba'l, king of Tyre ; Milkiashapa 
=Milkasapb, ‘the king has gathered’ (EBE hi. 
179, § 7), king of Gebal; Matanba’al=Metten-ba'l, 

‘ gift of the bdal,’ king of Arvad ; Abibaal=Abi- 
ba'l, ‘ father is bdal’ Icing of Samsimnruna (KB 
ii, 148. 13-17). Ashurbanipal names the same 
persons mentioned by his father and also Yahimilki 
='3'7Cnn', ‘my king makes live,’ son of Ba’l, king 
of Tyre (AH ii. 168. 68); yakinlu=Yakin-eI, ‘El 
causes to be,’ king of Arvad (AB ii. 170. 63) ;^and 
the following ten sons of Yakin-el: Azibaal= 
'Azzi-ba'l, ‘my strength is the bdal’ % Abiba’ai, 

‘ father is the bdal’ ; Adunibaal, ‘my lord is the 
bw'ai’ ; Sapatibaal=Shopheti-ba'al, ‘my judge is 
the bdal’i Pudibaal, ‘the bdal has redeemed ; 
Ba'alyashubu, ‘the bdal returns’; Baalhanunn, 
‘the bdal is gracious’ ; Ba’almaluku, ‘the baal 
is king’; Abnnilki (Abimelech), ‘the father is 
king’; Ahimilki (Abimelech), ‘the prother m 
king’ (KB ii. 172. 82-84). On Melkart, Bal- 
Malki, Ba'l-Shamim, Eshmun and Ba'I-Saphon, and. 
the gods of Tyre mentioned in the treaty of Esar- 
haddon rvith Ba’al, king of Tyre, see EBE n. 203 i 
and on 'Ashtart in the same treaty see EBa u* 
116N 

The Fhoanician inscription found at H^san- 
bey-li near Zenjirli in H. Syria (SBAJV, 1895, P. 
122; H. Winckler, Altor. Forsch., Leipzig, 1896, 
iv. 305) stands next in age to the inscnption or 
Hirom, king of the Sidonians. referred to above 
Its allusion to ‘the king of Assyria eh ws that 
it is older than the fall of Nineveh (606 B.C. J. 

It mentions m*)Ki ce»-'?p3, ‘Ba'1-shamim and to 
gods ’ (EBE ii. 288, § 8), pn, ‘ and Ramman (EBJi 

^'^Ashtart^ ‘ the goddess of the Sidonians,’ is men- 
tioned in 1 K 11'- “ 2 K 23». . 

In the Neo- Babylonian period Josephus agam 
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quotes from Menander a list of kings (c. Apion. 
i. 21). He says that Nebuchadrezzar besieged 
Ithobalos=Ethba'al II . His successor was Ba'l li. 

Then came a series of judges; Eknibalos={H)ekinni- 

ba'l, ,'the ba'al caused me to be ’ (of. Yakin-el 
above), the son of BaslSchos (or Balsaohos)=BaT- 
Sakkun (?), ‘Sakkun is the bdal! ; Chelb53= 
DH-aVo, * dog of Isis ’ (cf. DK- 135 ? ; CIS i. 60. 1, ‘ servant 
of Isis ’) — interesting as the first appearance of the 
Egyptian goddess Isis (ERE iii. 184f.); son of 
Abdaios, apparently = 'Abd-Yahu (Obadiah), 

‘ servant of Jahweh ’ (Abdaios is the transliteration 
of Obadiah in the Greek version according to Q ; 
other recensions read Abdeios ; on Jahweh among 
the Canaanites see ERE iii. 183, § V7 ) ; Abbaros 
(Lat. Abalus)=Ab-ba'l, ‘father is ia' a 1’ ; Muttunos 
=Metten-(baT), ' gift (of 6a' af) ’ ; and Geras tratos= 
Ger-Ashtart, ‘sojourner of 'Ashtart’ (frequent in 
Phoenician inscriptions), sons of Abd€limo3= 
'Abd-6llm, ‘servant of the gods.’ They were 
followed by a king, Balatoros=Ba'l-'at5r, ‘the 
bdal has crowned.’ Then came Merbalo3=Mar* 
ba'l, ‘ the bdal is lord ’ ; and after him EirOmos = 
5ir0m III ., under whom Babylon fell before the 
arms of Cyrus (539 B . O .). 

During the period of Assyrian and Babylonian 
rule the Phoenicians must have felt the influence 
of the Assyro-Babylonian religion. This is shown 
by survivals in the next period (see below, p. 893, 
§ S3 fl'.). 

During the earlier part of the period of Persian 
rule we have no information in regard to the 
later Phoenician religion. No trace of the Persian 
religion appears in the later Phoenician religion, so 
that we may assume that it exerted no influence 
upon Phoenicia during this period. 

Our sources, meagre as they are, for the period 
from the Hebrew conquest down to 400 B . C . show 
that the Phoenician religion remained practically 
the same as it had been during the previous period. 
Nearly all the old gods are mentioned, and no 
new ones appear, except Isis and Osiris. 

0 . Period op Greek inflvence (from 400 
B.C, onwards ), — As sources for this period we 
have a considerable body of inscriptions from 
Phoenicia and from the Phoenician colonies in 
Cyprus, Carthage, etc. The oldest of these date 
from the end of the Persian period (c. 400 B . C .). 
The majori^ come from the Greek period (333 B . c . 
onwards). The inscription of Yehaw-milk of Gebal 
(CIS L 1) belongs to the end of the 6th or the be- 
ginning of the 4th century. Those of Tabnit of 
Sidon (Lidzbarski, p. 417) and of Eshmun-'azOr 
(CIS i. 3) are assigned by some to the end of the 
6th, by others to the end of the 4th century. All 
the other inscriptions found in Phoenicia belong to 
the Greek period. The Cyprian inscriptions date 
mainW from the end of the 5th and the 4th century. 
The Delos inscriution (CIS i. 114) is from the 4tli 
century. The older inscriptions from Carthage, 
Sardinia, and other Phoenician colonics in the west 
belong to the period before the Koman conquest 
(146 B . C .). The Neo-Punio inscriptions belong to 
the Eoman period, and have frequently Latin 
translations that are useful for determining the 
pronunciation of the personal names. These in- 
scriptions contain names of gods, theophorous per- 
sonal names, and some information in regard to 
religious beliefs and rites. In many respects the 
Phcnnician religion was preserved in a more primi- 
tive form in Carthage than in the homeland, where 
it was subjected to Greek influence. 

Two Phoenicians, Mochos and Sanchuniathon, 
are reported by classical authors to have written 
accounts of the Phoenician religion. Mochos of 
Sidon is named along with Sanchuniathon by 
Athenteus (iiL 126 a), and with Sanchuniathon is 
said by Strabo ( XVI . ii. 24) to have lived ^fore the 


Trojan war (cf. Jos. Ant. 1. iii, 9). He wrote a 
cosmogony of Sidon, which was translated into 
Greek by Eiidemus, a pupU of Aristotle, from 
whom a fragment w'as borrowed by Damascius 
(Quasi, de Primis Principiis, 125 , ed. J. Kopp, 
Frankfort, 1826 , p. 385 ). It is also said to have 
been translated by Lsetus at the end of the 1st 
cent. B . C , (Tatian, adv. Gracos, 37 = Clem. Alex. 
Strom. I, xxi, 114 ), Our only knowledge of this 
cosmogony is from the fragment in Damascius. 
Another much more extended cosmogony, that of 
Gebal, is said to have been composed by Sanchu- 
niathon (= Sakkun - yathOn), and to have been 
translated by Philo of Byblus (Gebal), from whom 
it is quoted by Eusebius. On the contents and 
histoncal character of this document see the artt, 
Phibo Byblius and Sanchuniathon. It is prob- 
able in tbe case both of Mochos and of Sanchunia- 
thon that genuine Phoenician records are preserved 
by the Greek writers, although the names attached 
to them may be apocryphal. 

Besides these native historians we have as sources 
the incidental references to the Phoenician reBgion 
in Greek and in Latin authors, particularly Hero- 
dotus, Lucian (de Dea Syria), Origen, Jerome, 
Theodoret, Tertnllian, and Augustine. 

From these sources it appears that the character- 
istic of the period from 400 B . C . onwards was ever- 
increasing Greek influence upon the Phoenician 
religion. Even in the Persian period Greek civili- 
zation began to invade Phoenicia. King Straton 
( =Abd.' Ash tart!) of Sidon maintained athoroughly 
Greek court. He established a Sidonian colony in 
Athens which has left a number of Phoenician in- 
scriptions, and permitted Athenian merchants to 
settle at Sidon, He joined with the Athenian 
embassy to Artaxerxes ii. in 367 b.c. (Athenteus, 
xii. 631 ; ./Elian, Far. Hist. vii. 2). Tbe anthro- 
poid sarcophagi from Sidon of the later Persian 
period show strong Greek influence, and thesplendid 
monuments knoum ns ‘the Alexander sarcophagus’ 

\ and ‘ the sarcophagus of the mourners,’ which 
i belong to the end of the 4th cent., are master- 
j pieces of Greek art (see O. Hamdy-Bey and T. 
Reinach, La Ntcropole royale de Sidon, Paris, 
1892-97). After tlie battle of Issue in 333 B.c. the 
Phoenician cities submitted to Alexander, except 
the island of Tyre, which was captured by con- 
structing a mole from the mainlanm It then be- 
came a Macedonian fortress, and from this time 
onwards the Hellenizing of Phoenicia went on apace. 
The bilin^al inscriptions and Philo Byblius show 
us that the Greek gods \vere identified with the 
old Phoenician deities, and in the classical >vriter8 
the Phoenician gods are habitually called by their 
Greek or Latin equivalents. Close relations with 
the Greek dynasty of the Ptolemys in Egypt en- 
couraged also the adoption of new elements from 
the E^ptian religion in addition to those that 
had already been borrowed in the days of the 
XVIIIth and XIXth dynasties (ERE iii. 184). This 
period, accordingly, is one of unlimited religious 
syncretism. 

L The pantheon.— (o) General titles.— El 

The generic name for ‘god’ in Phoenician, as in 
the other Semitic languages, is el (for this and 
for the following names of gods see the alphabeti- 
cally arranged I^oenician vocabulary of Lidzbarski, 
pp. 204-388, where references are given to all the 
occurrences of the names in the inscriptions: see 
also ERE iii. 178 ff.). 

_ In the Inscriptions this word is never nsed as a personal name 
like Heb. El, but Is always pencrio like ba'l. It was the 
favourite title of the chief pod of Gebal, just as ba’l was the 
title of the pod of Sidon. What his real name was, If he had 
any, is unkno;vn. Hence ll Is found ns an element in personal 
names chiefly in inscriptions from Gebal— e.p.. El-amon, ‘ Amon 
is pod,* or • the pod is faithful ’ ; El-barik, • the pod has blessed ’ ; 
El-han5n, ‘the pod Is pracious'; El-paol, ‘the pod has done’: 
El-r6m. * the pod is high ’ ; Nn*6m-cl, ‘ the pod is pood ’ ; 'En-el, 
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eye of the god’: Tam 6 k-el, 'the god has supported.’ Philo 
Bybllus (in Bus. Prcep. Evany., ed. Gifford, i. 10, 36c, 87b) says 
that Eloa (the El of Oebal) is Kronos, that he founded the city 
of Gebal (37a), that he gave Oebal to the goddess Baaltis (=the 
ia'alat of Gebal), and Berytus to Poseidon (=Ba‘J-Berut)(3Sd). 
He had four eyes, two open and two closed ; four wings, two 
spread and two folded ; and two feathers Gibe the Egyptian 
gods) upon his head. This figure seems to be represented on 
certain Phcenician seals (M. de Vogii^, Milanges d'archiohgie 
orientaU, Paris, 1895, p. 109). On the myth of the El of Gebal 
see Sakciioniathok, 0 . a. 

Other towns called their chief god ll, as we know from the 
Punic name Ei-‘am, • the god is uncle ’ (CIS i. 147. 6 ) ; Metten- 
el, ‘gift of the god’; and numerous place-names in Palestine 
compounded with it, Philo also knows another il besides that 
of Oebal (38 a). The Greeks were unable to distinguish between 
these various eZs, and therefore assumed one god Elos whom 
they identified with Kronos. Through Greek influence the idea 
•f one god El was gradually developed by the Phcenicians. 

The plur. of ll is Him, which occurs in numerous inscriptions 
and in the personal names 'Abd-51im, ‘servant of the gods’; 
Eelb-Slim, ‘dog of the gods’; and Metten-61im, ‘gift of the 
gods.’ A favourite honorific title in Carthage is DpQ, 
‘establisher of the gods.’ Philo (37b} says that the allies of 
Elos were called Eloim. This Hebrew form cannot come from 
either Sanchuniathon or Philo, but must be a modification by 
Eusebius or a Christian transcriber. 

2 . Slot. — The fem. form corresponding to el is 
Hot, ‘goddess,’ which is used as a title of 'Ash tart 
(cf. Arab. al-L&t). It occurs also in the fem. name 
90 t-l 6 t, ‘ sister of the goddess.’ 

3 . Alton. — ^Another name for ‘god’ is allon, 
which in Hebrew means ‘ holy tree.’ It occurs in 
the personal names Yehaw-tulon, ‘may the god 
cause to live ’ ; and Ah-allon, ‘ the god is a brother.’ 
The plur. is alldnim and fem. allonoth (cf. cdoniin 
ualomith, Plautus, Ptsn. V. i. 1). 

(5) Celestial yotfo. — 4 . Shamim, ‘ heaven,’ occurs 
in the name [Sajmemroumos, ‘ heaven high ’ (Pliilo, 
34d ) ; also the name of a district in Sidon (C. C. 
Torrey, in JAOS xxiii. [1902] 162). More com- 
monly we meet Ba'1-Shamim, ‘owner of the sky’ 
{EBB ii. 288*", 293‘). Philo (34c) calls him ‘ Beel- 
samen [the Aram, i form !], which in Phcenician 
means lord of heaven, but in Greek Zeus.’ In the 
same passage he incorrectly identifies him with the 
sun. In 36b he calls him Ouranos. In the treaty 
of Hannibal with Philip of Maoedon he is called 
Zens (Polybius, vii. 9). 

5 . Zebul, ‘dwelling,’ or Ba'l-zebul, ‘owner of 
the dwelling,’ i.e. the abode of the sky, seems to 
be an alternative name for the foregoing. It 
occurs in the fem. name Shem-Zebul, ‘ name of the 
dwelling’ (Lidzbarski, p. 420. 3), and in the fem. 
name Ba'1-azbul (cf. Askun for Sakkun), ‘dwelling 
is owner ’ ((7/<Si. 168. 1 f.) ; also probably in I-Zebel, 
the Tyrian queen of Ahab, where i cannot mean 
‘not’ any more than in I-Tanit {CIS i, 542. 3), or 
I-Saphon (Lidzbarski, p. 214), or the Heb. name 
I-kabod {EBB ii. 287% 289®, and art. BaalzebCB). 

6 . §aphon, ‘north,’ or Ba'al-saphon, ‘owner of 
the north,’ in Bod-Saphon, ‘ meraoer of Saplion ’ ; 
Abd-Saphon, 'servant of Saphon’; I-Saphon and 
perhaps Saphon-ba'l, ‘Saphon is the’fia'af’ (see 
EBE li. 288, § 8 , 293^-). ' 

7 . Shahar, ‘ da^vn,’ in 'Abd-Shahar, ‘ servant of 
the dawn,’ and Shahar-ba'l, ‘,dawn is the bdal’ 
(cf. the Heb. name Ahi-Shahar, ‘dawn is a brother’). 

8 . Ur, ‘light,’ in tJr-milk, ‘light is king’ {CIS 
i. 1 . 1 ; see EBE iii. 181, § 8 ). 

9 . Shemesh, ‘the sun,’ in Adon-Shemesh, ‘She- 
mesh is lord ’ ; 'Abd-Shemesh, ‘servant of Shemesh’ ; 
and in the place-names Shemesh, on coins of Boccus 
III., and MekSm-Shemesh, ‘place of Shemesh,’ on 
Mauretanian coins (see EBE iii. 180, § 1 ). Philo 
(34c) says that the sun was worshipped by the first 
parents of the Phoenicians. 

10 . Yerah, ‘the moon,’ in 'Abd-Yerah, ‘servant 
of the moon ’ (see EBE iii. 180, § 2 ). In view of 
the fact that Phoenician personal names are_ nearly 
always theophorous, Hooesh, ‘ new moon,’ in Ben- 
kbdesh is probably to be regarded as a god, in spite 
of the Greek translation vov/j.'fivios {CIS i. 117. !)■ 


11. Star-worship. — Mazzol, ‘constellation,’ ‘si'ui 
of zodiac,’ ‘ fate,’ occurs in the phrase ow ‘■id ‘ eood 
fortune’ (C7» i. 95. 8 ). The same word occurs in 
Assroan, Hebrew, and Aramaic. In 2 K 23^ we 
read of those who sacrificed to Ba’al(-Shamim), to 
the sun, to the moon, to the constellations (inacru- 
I6th), and to all the host of heaven. The identifi- 
cation of ’Ashtart with the planet Yenus is also 
implied by Philo in 38c (see EBE ii. 116'’), and of 
El with the planet Saturn in 40o. 

12 . Adod (=Adad, or Hadad), the storm-god, 
does not happen to be mentioned in the inscriptions, 
but Philo (38c) knows him as Adodos, king of the 
gods, who ruled the land with 'Ashtart and Ba'al- 
Tamar (see EBE iii. 180, § 4 ). 


13 . Resheph, the lightning, appears as Resheph- 
he?, ‘Resheph of .the arrow’ {CIS L 10. 3, 4 ); 



in the Amarna letters?; Tamassiis inscr. 2 . 4L), 
Resheph-Elit (name of a city) ; also in the personal 
names 'Abd-Resheph, ‘ servant of Resheph ’ {CIS L 
93. 4); and Resheph-yaton, ‘Resheph nas given’ 
(id. 44, 2, 88 . 2, 4, 6 ). A variant form of the same 
name is Arsheph {ib. 251. 2 ), occurring also in the 
personal name^Abd- Arsheph {ib. 393, 3), ‘servant 
of Arsheph.’ He probably appears also in the 
name of the Palestinian to\vn Arsuf (=Apollonia). 
In the bilingual inscriptions just cited he is equated 
with Apollo, Hence Philo probably means him by 
Apollo, the brother of El-lCronos and Belos-Zeus 
(38a). He also is probably meant by Apollo in the 
treaty of Hannibal (Polyb. vii. 9). Reseph in 
Melkart-Reseph (M. A. Levy, Siegeln und Gemmen, 
p. 18) is possibly only a variant of Resheph (see 
EBE iii. 180, § 5 ). 

(c) Terrestrial gods — 14 . pK=Heb. erej, ‘the 
earth.’ Philo calls her Ge, the sister-^vife of 
Ouranos (36b), She is mentioned also in the treaty 
of Hannibal (Polyb. vii. 9). It is possible that 
piK in cnK-mv and other Punic names is only a 
variant of the same. 

15 . The ba'als. — Not only the earth in general 
but every important object upon tlie earth was 
animated by a divinity. The generic name for 
these nature-spirits was 5a'/=Heb. bdal, ‘oumer. 
There were baals of water, bdals of trees, ha als of 
mountains, bdals of holy stones and of their 
surrounding sanctuaries, and bdals oi 

art. Baal, vol. ii., particularly pp. 293r. and_-97, 
where the Ba'al cult in Phoenicia and the Phoenician 
colonies is discussed ; also EBE iii. 179, § 2 ). 
Philo alludes to these when he says that the nrst 
men consecrated the productions of the earth and 
regarded them as gods (34b). _ . x i 

16 , Dagon. — One of the most important of tne 
bdals was Dagon, or Ba'1-dagon, which Plulo ,3Go) 
correctly tranSates ‘com’ = Heb. ddganlsee DAGON). 

Sacred animals. — Philo (41a) asserts that ‘Tanthos 


17 . sacrea animais. — rnuo [.na/ 

(Thoth) himself regarded the nature of the ® 

serpents as divine. ... For which reason this animal hu 
been adopted in temples and in ths. 

mortal, and is self-consumed, as is stated befwe, for tnis 
animal does not die by a natural death tut only if strock by a 
violent blow. The Phcenicians call it " Good Daemon. In 4 .d 
he says: ‘Haring built temples, they “nsecraUd m tne 
shrines the primary elements represented kv ^ 

their honour celebrated festivals, and J the 

rites, regarding them as the greatest gods, and imlem of the 

universe.’ Hawk-worship is also mentioned bj Phil? 

The cult of horses may be indiraUd the name bd 
‘servant of the horses 7 (CIS i. 46. 1, 49, 63, 93. )• j, 
speaks of the horses dedicated to the ^ wmlc 

names SOsi, SQsi, and Ha?ar-sQsim seem to Indio if on to emi 
cult of thii animal. The winged home is 1 Cariha^^"'^ 
religious emblem. Akbor, mouse, is on Hebrew 

Phoenician personal names. It appears also . .. .jj^ni- 
personal name. Is 6617 sneaks of peop e to 

Sstohr^nMl?oSo°n,fa°ni 
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One can hardly escape the conolnslon that the mouse, like the 
serpent, had demonic qualities for the Canoanites, and that 
this is the reason why it was • unclean’ for the Hebrews. The 
swine was sacrificed once a year in the worship of the Cyprian 
'Ashtart (Lydus, de Mensibus, ed. 1. Bekker, Bonn, 1837, p. SO), 
and the sacrifice of a sow is depicted in a rock sculpture 
(E. Benan, Mission de Ph&nicis, pi. SI), but ordinarily it was 
not eaten (Lucian, ds Bea Syria, 64 ; Athenajus, iii. 49 ; W. K. 
Smith, Rsi. p. 2901.). This shows that it was a sacred 
animal, as originally among the Hebrews (cf. the priestly clan 
of l^eiir, ‘the swine ’ll Oh 2415, Neh 1021]). The sanctity of the 
dog is indicated by a statement of Justin (xix. 1) that Darius 
commanded the Cartharinians not to sacrifice men and not to 
eat the flesh of dogs, the latter being e\-idently a sacramental 
rite(cf. the Hebrew clan of Caleb, 'the dog'). On the sanctity 
of the dove in connexion ^vith the cult of 'Ashtart see ERE 
li. 117i>, 165i>. On the cult of animals in ancient Canaan tee 
£Ei?ii. 286, 53. 

(d) Tribal qods. — ^Powers presiding over tribes, 
elans, or families were called by names expressing 
kinship or authority, which described them as 
owners of men in the same way as bdl described 
them as oivners of things. In the primitive matri- 
archal stage of social organization the chief 
tribal gods were feminine. AVhen subsequently 
the family assumed the polyandrous form, a male 
‘ father-uncle ’ was worshipped alongside of the 
mother-goddess. When finally the patriarchal 
family was introduced, the tribal god began to be 
called ‘father.’ The Phoenicians stood upon the 
patriarchal stage of development, but survivals of 
more primitive conceptions linger in their personal 
names. 

18. Em, ‘ mother.’ — In CIS i. 177 a goddess kdn 
is invoked along with min nbya, ‘ mistress of the 
cella ’ [ERE ii. &8, § 6). Which goddess is meant 
we do not know. In CIS i. 380 we meet ‘the 
mother, the mistress of Pne-baT.’ She is identical 
with Tanit of Pne-baT, who is named in many 
inscriptions (see below, 31). We find also ‘ mother 
of the tUherah' (CIS i. 13, read mean instead of 
miK.n). This must be 'Ashtart, who is frequently 
identified with her symbol, the dsherah (ERE iii. 
186, §2). Evidently the title ‘mother’ could be 
applied to any goddess. It occurs also in the fern, 
personal name Em- Ashtart, ‘"Ashtart is amother.* 

19. *Amm, ‘ father-uncle,’ the designation of the 
tribal god in the polyandrous period, still survives 
in Eli- am, ‘ the god is father-uncle ’ (CIS i. 147. 6 ; 
see ERE i. 387 f., iii. 179, § 3). 

20. Ab, ‘ father,’ as a divine title is common in 
personal names — e.<7., Ab-haT and Abi-baT, ‘father 
18 ba'al' (used for both men and women); ^ya'jas, 
‘our father is ba’al’ 7; 'Ab-halol, ‘father has 
begotten’?; Ab-milk, ‘father is king’; Ab-kom, 

‘ father has risen ’ (see ERE iii. 179, § 5). 

21. Ah, ‘ brother,’ occurs in Ahi-nadob, ‘ brother 
is generous ’ ; and Ahl-allon, ‘ brother is god.’ 
Prequently the word is abbreviated to 5I1 *’■8 ih 
5i-r6m, ‘brother is high,’ 51-™ilk, ‘brother is 
king.’ In the name jpi-milkot (Lnt. HimUco) 
we cannot translate ' the queen is a brother,’ nor 
‘ brother of the queen,’ since in every other case 
in Phoenician and in the Semitic languages in 
general Ah in personal names is a divine title 
(see 6. B. Gray, Studies in Ilebrcio Proper Harnes, 
London, 1896, p. 75 f.). Possibly in this isolated 
case ]3i='n, ‘life,’ and the name is to bo trans- 
lated ‘life of Milkot’ (cf. the Heb. name 9i-el, 
‘life of El,’ and the Phoen. Mari-hi)- On the 
other hand, (a)hot, ‘ sister,’ is used exclusively in 
fern, names, and is not a divine title, but expresses 
the relation of the worshipper to the_god _(see 
below, p. 895*). On these names of relationship as 
divine titles see the literature under 'Aaim, and 
also ERE iii. 179, § 6. 

22. Adon, ‘ master,’ is used in Hebrew and 
Phoenician for the owner of a slave. It describes 
the god as a proprietor of a person, just as bdal 
describes him as a proprietor of a place. In the 
dedicatory inscriptions and in the personal names j 
the term is applied to nearly every god and goddess 


of the pantheon. This shows that, like the fore- 
going terms, it is not an individual name, but a 
title. Eveiy town could have its adon as well as 
its el or its bdal (see ERE iii. 179, § 8). 

The most famous of the Adonim was the Adon of Gcbsl, the 
consort of ‘Ashtart, the ha'alat of Gehal, whose cult was trans- 
planted to Paphos in Oiqirus along: with that of the Gebalito 
Ashtart. For the Greeli his title became a true proper name, 
Adonis. The real name of this ‘ lord ’ is uncertain. Several of 
the classical writers Identify him with the Bah. Tammui — 
e.g., Jerome, Ep. IviiL 3, and Comment, on Ezk S'*; Oyril of 
Alexandria, Comment, on Hos 415; Melito, in W. Cureton, 
Spieitegium Syriaeum, London, 1865, p. 44. This view is 
favoured by the facts that Erk 81* speaks of ‘ women weepinc 
for Tammur’ in the Temple In Jerusalem, and that Is 17i5 
speaks of ‘ planting shoots of the Pleasant One [a title of the 
Adon of Gehal), and stocking [gardens] with scions for a foreign 
god ’ (a rite of Adon-worship). These passages seem to identify 
Tammuz and Adon. The difficulty with this evidence is that 
it is late. The Adon of Gehal may easily have been Identified 
with Tammuz in the Assyrian or the Neo-Babylonian period, 
although his Canaanite name may have been different ; or he 
may have had no name at all. Tammuz has not yet been found 
in the early Canaanite period. Adonis was also identified with 
Osiris (Plutarch, de It. et Osir. 16 ; Lucian, de Dea Syria, 7 ; 
Apollodorus, ii. 1. 3) ; but this does not prove that Osiris was 
his original name, since Osiris appears as a distinct deity in the 
Phoenician pantheon. Philo mentions neither Adon nor Tam- 
muz, but connects the myth of Adonis with 'Eljim, ‘ the high,’ 
which was evidently another title of Adonis. 

In character Adonis was a personification of the spring ver- 
dure that withered In the dry heat of summer. He was the 
Canaanite variant of a deity that, under the names of Dumuzi 
among the Sumerians, Tammuz among the Babylonians and 
Assyrians, ‘Ate, or Attis, among the Syrians and peoples of 
Asia Minor, and Osiris among the Egyptians, was worshipped 
from the earliest times. Bis death occurred in the month of 
Tammuz (June-July), and his resurrection in December- 
January, when vegetation once more flourished after the early 
winter mins. According to the Babylonian myth, he was the 
child (later the husband) of Ishtar; and, when he died, she 
descended to Sheol to bring him up (see ERE vii. 430, 55 s, 4, 
and art- Tamiuz). In the Fhcenician version of the myth, as 
preserved by Greek writers, Adonis was a beautiful boy who 
was lov^ by Aphrodite fAshtart). In order to keep him for 
herself. Aphrodite placed him in a chest and gave him into the 
keeping of Proserpine («=AlIatu, the Babylonian goddess of 
Sheol). Proserpine fell in love with the child and refused to 
surrender him. Zeus thereupon decreed that Adonis should 
stay half of the year with Proserpine in the under world and 
half of the year with Aphrodite in the upper world. According 
to the local Gebalite form of themyth, Adonis wasslalnannually 
by a wild boar while be was hunting at Apheca (the modern 
Af^a) in ML Lebanon, and the discoloration of the waters of 
the Adonis river (Nahr Ibrahim) was due to his blood (sec 
Philo Byhlius, SSb; Lucian, de Deo Eyria.Cf. ; ApoHodorus, iii. 
14. 4; Bion, Idyl, 1.; Ovid, Metam. x. 603 D.). A rock relief 
representing the death of Adonis still exists at Ghineh in the 
valley of the Adonis river (Renan, pi. xxxvi. ; A. Jercmlas, 
Das AT im Lichte des alien Orients, Leipzig, 1900, p. 90). 

The cult of Adonis consisted in bewailing his death round a 
bier on which was placed an image of the dead gtrf, which was 
then deposited in a tomb, and remained there until, s'lx months 
later, his resurrection was celebrated. Another interesting 
rite was the planting of Adonis gardens. These were pots, or 
baskets, filled with shallow earth, in which the seeds of quickly- 
growing plants were sown and tended by the women for eight 
days. The plants were allowed to wither at the time of the 
death of Adonis, and were carried out along with small Images 
of the god and cast into the water. This custom seems to be 
referred to in Is 1715. It Is a witness to the primitive character 
of Adonis as a vegetation -god (on Adonis see GIP, pt. Iv., 
Adonis, Attis, Osiris, London, 1907 ; IV. W. Baudissin, Adonis 
vnd Esmun, wth copious bibliography). 

23. Mar, ‘master,’ synonyraons ivith Adon, 
appears in Mar-barik, ‘ the master has blessed ’ ; 
Mari-ki ' my master lives ’ ; Mar-sammik, ‘ the 
master has sustained ’ ; 'Abd-Marnai, ‘ servant of 
our master.’ Mama is the name under which the 
chief god of Gaza (Dagon?) was worshipped (see 
ERE iv. 387’’). A_^Tyrian lamp (CIS i. Ill) bears 
the dedication 0eip Bec\pdpi, ‘to the god BaT- 
Mari.’ 

24. Milk, ‘king’=Heb. Melek (Moloch), is one 
of the commonest Phoenician divine names. 

It occurs In Adon-Mllk, ‘the king is master’; Ohcl-MIlk, 
'tent of the king’; Ahot-lTilk, ‘sister of the king’; Ur-Milk, 
‘light is king’; Bod-Milk, ‘limb of the king’; Gcr-.Mllk, ’ client 
of the king’; Ijan-Milk, ’the king is gracious’; lli.Milk, ‘the 
king is a brother’; Hot-Milk, ‘sister of the king’; Yada‘-Milk, 
‘the king knows’; Yelpsw-Milk, ‘may the king cause to live'; 
Taton-Milk, ‘the king has given ’ ; Mlkne-51ill^ ‘ possession of 
the king’; ‘Abd-Milk, ‘servant of the king’; ‘Az-Milk, ‘the 
king is strong ’ ; §adok.MUk, ‘ the king is righteous.’ This also 
Is not an individual name, but the title of many different tribal 
gods (see ERE i. 390 f., iii. 179). 
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25. Melkart. — The most conspicuous of the 
Phoenician Milkim -was Melkart =Milk'^^arfc, ‘king 
of the city,’ the chief god of Tyre. 

This compound becomes practically an individual name, and 
is used in Jormlng other proper names— e.p., Amot-Melkart, 
'handmaid of JI.'; Eshmun-Melitart : Bod-Mel^art, 'limb of 
M.’; Ger-MeHcart, ‘clientol M.’; Han-Meltart, *M. ispraciouB’; 
5ot-Meltart, ‘ sister of M.' ; Kabod-MclVart, ' M. is honourable’; 
JIot-MeI(fart, ‘ handmaid of M.’; ‘Abd-Meltart, ‘servant of M.'; 
J?id-lleIIcart ; Kosh-MeIt;art, ‘ head of M.' j Mellfart-ljaUi?, ‘ M. 
has saved’; ifelkart-ljan, 'M. is gracious'; Ueltart-hanno, 
’M. has favoured him’; Meltart-roashol, ‘M. has ruled'; 
Mel^art-Eegeph ; MeHrart-shama', ‘ M, has heard.’ 

Apart from compounding in personal names, 
Melkart is often mentioned in the inscriptions 
both in the east and in the west (Lidzbarski, p. 
311). In the bilinguals he is equated with 
Herakles Archegetes, Philo (38‘) calls him Mel* 
cathros, the son of Demaroua (Ba'I-Tamar), who is 
also called Herakles. Polybius in the treaty of 
Hannibal (vii. 9) calls him Herakles. This identi- 
fication _ was the one' commonly accepted in 
Phoenicia and throughout the Greelc worla (on the 
cult of this god see EBB ii. 292 f.). A feast of 
‘ the awakening of Mellyart * was kept annually at 
Tyre (Menander, in Jos. c. Apion. i. 18). 

26. Milkot, * queen,’ is a title for goddesses. It 
is used absolutely in CIS 198. 4, and m the personal 
names Ahot-Mifkot, or 9ot-Milkot, ‘ sister of i 
Milkot ’ HbMilkot, ‘ life of Milkot Mof>Milkot, 1 
‘handmaid of Milkot’; Na'om-Milkot, ‘Milkot is j 
good’; 'Abd-Milkot, ‘servant of Milkot.’ This 
designates no particular divinity, but is used as a 
title of 'Ashtart, ‘Anath, Tanit, or any other god- 
dess. 

27. ‘Elyun (’EX«ouv), ‘ high,’ is mentioned as the 
fatherof all the gods by Philo (36a), who translates 
the name by'T^f'arruf. 

He ‘died in an encounter with wild beasts, and was deified, 
and his children offered to him libations and sacrifices ’ (SBb). 
This identifies him with the Adonis of Gebal. The 
name seems to occur also in Pygmalion=Pu'me- 
'Elyon (see above, p. 888'’). The element fys! in 
Punic names is commonly interpreted as a mistake 
for jVk— c.p,, )^J!*nK, ‘ brother is god’ — but it is pos- 
sible that it represents this title (see EBB iii. 

180, § 13); 

28. Adir, ‘ mighty,’ seems to be a divine name in 
the place-name Kosh-Adir, ‘head of the mighty 
one’; also in Adir-ba’l (Lat. Adherbal), ‘Adir is 
owner,’ and Adir-milk, ‘ Adir is king.’ The same 
name appears apparently in Adrammelek, the son 
of Sennacherib (2 K 19” ; cf, 17’^ ; see also EBB 
iii. 180, § II). 

(e) DepartTnental gods , — ^Tbese were deities who 
presided over various sections of the life of their 
people. In distinction from the gods just men- 
tioned, who were called by general titles, these 
had individual names. 

29. ‘Ashtart, the goddess of love and of reproduc- 
tion (see 'Ashtakt, and EBB iii. 182, § i). 

30. ‘Anath, the goddess of war, appears in the 
Idalion inscription (7), in 'Anath-ban, ‘'Anath is 
gracious,’ and in the inscription on a helmet, 
Tuva, ‘with the help of 'Anath’ (Lidzbarski, p. 
172b ; see EBB iii. 182, § 2). In the bilinguals 
and in Philo (36d, 38d) she is identified with 
Athene. 

31. Tanit (conventional pronunciation; the 
vowels are unknown) appears in a Sidonian in- 
scription from Athens {CIS i. 116. 1) in'Abd-Tanit, 
‘servant of Tanit’ (cf. 501. 4). Here she is iden- 
tified with Artemis. In Carthage she appears in 
an immense number of inscriptions as ‘the lady 
Tanit of Pne-ba'L’ Some historians have tried to 
find a mystical meaning in the name ‘ Tanit of the 
face of Ba'al,’ but Pne-ba’l is probably only a 
place (of. Penuel) where there was a famous sanctu- 
ary of the goddess. Perhaps she is represented by 
Hera in the treaty of Hannibal (Polyb. vii. 9). 


Bod-Tanit, ‘limb of Tanit’- 
Abd-Tanit, ‘servant of Tanit’; Sid-Tanit, and 
I-Tanit (see P. Berger, ‘Tanit pene-baal,’ JA 
vu. IX [1877] 147-160). The origin of the n ami 
Md the functions of the goddess are unknown 
Perhaps she was only a local form of 'Ashtart! 
She IS not found in ancient Canaan. 

Edom (OIK), ‘maker,’ seems to be a god in 
Edom-y^n, ‘Edom has given,’ and 'Abd^dom 
(=Heh. Obed-Edom), ‘servant of Edom’ (see ERE 
111. 182, § 3), 

33. Eshmun, the god of heaIing=AskIepios, ap- 
pears alone and in a great number of Fhcenician 
and Punic personal names as ]dpk (Lidzbarski, p. 
229). This is transliterated into Greek as Esmun, 
Asninn, and Usmun. These forms imply that the 
original pronunciation was Ashmun. 


As to the etymology of the name, the current opinion Is that 
it is derived from the root shaman, ' to be fat' It la then an 
elatlve, meaning ’ the very fat one.’ What a cod of this sort 
should have to do with health is hard to see, and the etjTnoIogy 
is more than questionable. A number of Phoanician gods have 
names ending in un or on—e.g.. Alien, Eslimun, Sakkun, 
Elyun, IJidon, Shalmun. This fact suggests that the n in Esh- 
mun is not radical, but is a masc. ending. Moreover, the pre- 
fixing of the vowel a is common In Phosnician ; cf. Arsheph and 
Beshepb, Askun and Sakkun, Azbul and Zebul. This makes it 
probable that a in Ashmun Is prosthetic, and that the root Isth-m. 
If this be BO, then Eshmun is only a variant of Shem, ’ name,’ 
which is widely attested as a title of deity among the Semites (see 
S/lJflii. 180, f is). It is interesting to note that, although Shem 
appears as a divine title in the Canaanite period, it disappears In 
the later period, evidently because its place is taken by Esh- 
mun. The fem. counterpart of Eshmun is Ashima, the goddess 
of Hamath (S E 17^0), who appears also as Ashima-Betnel, the 
consort of Jahweh, in the Assukn papyri. The series Shem 
(undifferentiated), Eahmon (masc.), and Asblma(t) (feoi.) 
exactly corresponds to the series el (divinity), alUm (male god), 
flat (goddess). In this case Eshmun was originally only a title, 
like so manv other Phcenician divine names (see Udzharski, 
‘Per Name aes Oottes E»mnn,’Sphemeru/tlrtem.Spigravhik, 
Ui.(1912J260). 

At least two kings of Sidon in the late Persian or the Greek 
period bore the name Eshmun-'azor, ‘Eshmun has helped.’ 
Eshmun-'azorn. relates that be and fals mother built a temple 
for Eshmun (CIS i. 8. 17). In 1000 the site of a f(reat temple 
near Sidon was excavated, and a number of inscriptions were 
found in which Bod-’Ashtart states that he built this temple for 
Eshmun bis god (see Lidzbarakl, Ephemeris, ii. [10031 49 ; 0. 0. 
Torrey, .IAa?xxiii. [1002J IBB; F. 0. Eiselen, Sidim, p. 143 ff.). 
It was probably the temple begun by_ Eshmun-'etor. Two 
fragments of votive inscriptions from this temple also contain 
the name of the god (jfVO ix. [1005] 34, 39 f., note). The 
worship of Eshmun in Oypms is attested by the compound 
deity Eshmun-Mel^art and ny proper names, and in Carthage 
by the compound deity Eshmun-'Ashtart and proper namM. A 
temple of SAhmun in Carthage seems to be mentioned in CIS i. 
252. 4 /. In Sardinia he appears in a trilingual inscription u 
the equivalent of Askleplos-yEsoolapius (CIS i. 143. 1). Philo 
(37d, 39c) knows AsklCpios ns the eighth eon of ^uduk, which 
suggests that he derived Eshmun from p», ‘ eight.’ He states 
also that be was the brotherof the Caheiri, which seems to con- 
nect him with Beiytus (of. SSd). 


In all the bilingual inscri^ions and in 
statements of classical writers Eshmun is identified 
with Askigpios, and this is maintained with a 
consistency that is not found in the identifications 
of other Phoenician, gods. This shows that Eshmun 
as a god of healing must have possessed such 
marked resemblance to Asklepios tliat he 
not be equated with any other Greek doity._ Ine 
inscriptions themselves yield no information m 
regard to the healing character of the god, 
that the trilingual mentioned above says of Bsli- 
mun, ‘ He heard his voice and healed Mro- 
of the objects discovered in the temple of Eshmun 
at Sidon suggests that he ivas a heajer. Several or 
his temples were near mineral springs, and tlicse 
may have been connected with the , 

diseases. The title muo, Mvppv> applied to the goa 
in the Sardinian trilingual, is of uncertain mean- 


tg. Philo (36a) says : . „ v 

• From ?uduV; came the Dioscuri, or Caheiri, or 
Samothmeel . . . From them have 
scovered herbs, and the healmg of venomous bites, ana 

his brings Eshmun 'into a remote “nnexmn wite 
ledicine through the descendants of his brothers, 
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the CabeirL Tlie proper names compounded, mth 
Eshraun contain tlie lamiliar predicates that are 
applied to all the gods, but no special terms that 
eonnect him Tvith the art of healing. Still, in 
spite of this lack of direct evidence, there is no 
reason to doubt that the character of Eshmun is 


correctly indicated by his identification with Ask- 
lepios (see Baudissin, A<fonis«n£f,EmMn, with full 
bibliography for Eshmun, p. xvii f.), 

34. Gad, ‘fortune,’ is found in I3a'l-Gad, 'Gad 
is owner ’ {CISL 107), Gad-na'om (Lat. Giddeneme), 
‘Gad is good,’ and the synonymous Na'om-Gad 
(see EBE iii. 182, § 6). 

35. Dayyog, ‘ fisher.’ — Philo (36b) names Halieus, 
‘ fisher,’ with his brother Agreus (=Sid), ‘ hvmter.’ 
He seems to represent a Phoenician' name similar 
to Heb. Dayyug, ‘ fisher.’ 

36. Do'm, in Do'm-fianno, *Do'm has favoured 
him ’ ; Do’m-§alliIj, ‘ Do'm has prospered ’ ; and 
Do'm-milk. In the Greek parallel he appears as Aojx, 

37. Harosh, ‘ smith ’=Chrusor, ‘goldsmith,’ or 
Hephaistos (see Sanchuniathon, C. 2 (2)). 

38. Y-’-l (7N') is the name of a god in CIS i. 132. 4. 
6 , 7, and in the personal name Y-’-l-pa'ol, ‘ Y-’-J 
has made.’ It occurs also apparently in lolaos in 
the treaty of Hannibal (Polyo. vii. 9). The origin 
and character of the god are unknown. Perhaps 

‘profit.’ 

39. The Kabbirim, or Cabeiri, i.e. nn'aa, ‘the 
mighty,’ according to Philo (36a), were the children 
of ^uauVf and first invented a ship. They were the 
same as the Dioscuri, or Corybantes, or Samo- 
thraces. See Kabeiroi. 

40. Muth (niD), ‘death.’ — Philo (38d) calls him 
the son of Kronos and Bhea, and says that the 
Phoenicians call him Thanatos, ‘ death,’ and Pluto 
(see EBE iii. 182, § 10). 

Ai, Mellih ( = Heb. n^, ‘ sailor ’) was evidently a 
patron-god of fishermen and sailors. 

'He invented the hook, and bait, and line, and ra(t, and nas 
the first of all men to make a voyage. tVberefore they rever- 
enced him as 0 god alter his death, and he was also called Zeus 
Mcillohios’(Phffo, 85o). 

42. Men!, ‘ fate,’ is nob mentioned in any of the 
inscriptions, but seems to be meant by Eimarmene, 
‘fate,’ in Philo (37o) (see Sahchuniathon, C, 3 


(15)). 

43. Miskar (icdd; Lat. Mescar, Misicir, etc.) 

E irs in Ger-Miskar, ‘ client of Miskar,’ H^tor- 
ar (a compound with the Egyptian goddess 
Hathor), 'Abd- Miskar, ‘servant of Miskar.’ 
Nothing further is known about this divinity (see 
Cooke, N. Sem. Inscr. 42). 

44. M-*-n-k hiva) appears only in the Neo-Punic 
mosc. name M--n-k-bau, ‘ M-'-n-k is owner.’ 

45. Mishor (ic’d), ‘justice,’ is named by Philo 
(36a) as Misor, ‘ straight ’ (see Sanchuniathon, 
C. 2 (6)). 

46. Sankun, in Sanchun-iathon ( = Sankun- 
yaton), ‘ Sankun has given,’ is general^ written, 
with assimilation of the n, Sakkun. He appears 
in Sakkun-yaton, Ger-Sakkun, ‘client of Sakkun,’ 
and 'Abd-Sakkun, ‘ servant of Sakkun ’ ; also in 
the form Askun [CIS i. 118). The meaning of his 
name and his functions are unknown. 


47, 'ESau (iby), ‘maker ’ (or ‘ subduer ’ 1), appears 
in OusSos of Philo (35a) ; 


•He Drat invented a covering for the body from ekins of wild 
beasts which he was strong enough to capture. And when 
furious rains and winds occurred, the trees in Tyre were rubbed 
against each other and caught fire and burned down the wood 
that was there. And OusSos took a tree, and, having stripped 
oil the branches, was the first who ventured to embark on the 
sea ; and he consecrated two pillars to fire and wind, and wor- 
shipped them and poured libations of blood upon them from 
the wild beasts which he took in hunting. But when Hupsour- 
anlos and Ousoos were dead, those who were left, he says, conse- 
crated staves to them, and year byyear.worshipped their pillars 
and kept festivals in their honour.’ 


He is evidently a patron-god of hunters. His 
name probably appears also in Ushu, or Palcetyrns 


(Sennacherib, ‘Taylor Cylinder,’ col. ii. line 40; 
see EBE iii. 183, § 12). 

48. ‘Ate (see Sanchuniathon, C. 3 (16)). 

49. Pu'me (DjiD) appears as a deity in the names 
njiEnap [CIS i. 112, c 1, c 2), ‘servant of Pu'me,’ 
npfTBjn, ‘ Pu'me is good’ (J. Euting, Sammhmg dcr 
cartiutgischen Immriftm, Strassburg, 1883, p. 263. 
2), in Latin inscriptions Namphame, Nampaim, 
etc, [CIL viii. 1030“), 'DimD, ‘handmaid of Pu'me,’ 
’osnap, ‘servant of Pu'me,’ and in“’DD, ‘Pu'me has 
given.’ Here belongs also Pygmalion in the list of 
kings of Tyre as given by Josephus (c. Apion. i. 
18). An amulet discovered in a Cartha^ian 
grave by Delattre and published by P. Berger 
[CAIBL TV. xxii, [1894] 453-458) contains the 
dedication J’VojbV nmppV, ‘ to 'Ashtart, to Pygma- 
lion.’ Here Pygmalion is a deity. In spite of the 
archaic writing, the form seems to be written back 
into Phoenician letters from the Greek or Latin. 
The original is Mparently I’VpnpBj Pu'me-’Elyun. 
The letter j> is often represented in Greek by 7— 
e.g., Atargatis for nnvvip. On 'Elyun cf. EBE iii. 
180, § 13. This, then, is one of the numerous 
Phoenician compound deities (see below, 81, and 
P. Berger, ‘Le Mythe do Pygmalion et le dieu 
Pygmde,’ in CAIBL IV, viii. [1880] 60-68), 

so. Sid, ‘ the hunter’ (see EBE iii, 183, § 14). 

51. Suduk, ‘righteousness,’ is mentioned by 
Philo (’36a, ’37d, 39c) ns the brother of Misor, 
Mustice’ (see above, 45). He married one of the 
'Titanides, or Artemidcs, the daughters of El and 
Astarte. He had seven sons, the Cabeiri, and 
Asklepios, or Eshmun (see EBE iii. 183, § 15). 

52. Sadidos (=Heb. Shaddai?) is mentioned by 
Philo (37b) os a son of El (= Kronos), whom he 
slew with the sword. He seems to appear also in 
‘Abd-Shoddni, ‘ servant of Shaddai,’ and Gad (read 
Ger)-Shaddai, ‘ client of Shaddai.’ 

[h Babylonian and Assyrian gods. — Nergal. 
— An inscription of the Sidoninn colony m Athens 
[CIS i. 119 ; CIA ii. 119) states that the tomb of 
Asephat, daughter of Eshmnnshillem, the Sidonian, 
was built by Yaton-bfel, son of Eshmunshilleb, chief 
priest of Nergal. Here the Babylonian god Nergal 
IS worshippea W a Phoenician family even in far- 
away Athens [EBE iii, 184, § 7). 

54. B61. — B61 in Yaton-b61 is the Babylonian 
form of the name rather than the Phoenician ba'l, 
as in numerous other Phoenician names (Lidzbarski, 
Handbuch, p. 236). On the cult of the Babylonian 
B61 see EBE ii. 290, § 2, 295, § 6. 


«. BSltis. — The form B61tis for the bdedat of 
Gebal [EBE ii. in’") in classical writers shows the 
influence of the Babylonian B61ta (construct B61itv 
see EBE ii. 296 f.). 

56. Ishtar. — The connexion of 'Ashtart with a 
star by Philo Byblins and otliers also shows the 
influence of Babylonian astral religion [EBE ii. 
116'’, vii, 432, § 13). The spelling of the proper 
name nmna instead of nwjni (CIS i. 871. 6f.) 
suggests the Babylonian Ishtar rather than the 
Phoenician 'Ashtart (see EBE vii. 433, § a). 

57. Tammuz. — ^The cult of the Adon (Adonis) of 
G^al was strongly modified by the Babylonian 
cult of Tammuz (see Tammuz), 

58. Ashur.-— The name nVc-irK in CIS i. 65, 1 f. 
is commonly interpreted ns a mistake for n^moR, 
‘ Osiris has sent,’ but it is quite possible that it 
contains the Assyrian god Ashur. 

59. Ninib. — The identification of El = Krono3= 
Saturn with the planet Saturn by Philo (40c) also 
points to influence by the Babylonian god Ninib 
(see EBE iii. 183, § 3). 

60. Shalman appears in the Sidon inscription 4.2. 
This is the Assyrian form of the name rather than 
the Canaanite (see EBE iii. 183, § 16). 

61. Nebo is perhaps found in i^irai [CIS i. 102d). 
Whether these Babylonian influences date from 
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the Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian periods or go 
back to the old Babylonian period is difficult to 
determine (EBE iii. 183 (e)). 

(g) Egyptian gods. — 62. Bast. — In the form noaR, 
with prosthetic r, Bast appears in the names ~iaj) 
noaR, *Abd-Bast, ‘servant of Bast,’ and noaR-^ya, 
Pa'ol-Bast, ‘ Bast has made’ (see EBE v. 245). 

63. Amon appears perhaps in jdr-Vr, ‘Arnon is 
god,’ and in poyn, ‘ Neit-Amon ’ (see EBE iiL 184'>. 
§5, V. 247). 

6^ Isis (dr) occurs in the name 'Abd-Is, * servant 
of Isis,’ and perhaps in DaD=Seb-Isis ; perhaps 
also in tnnwy-»K, ‘ Isis-'Ashtart,’ and mmsR, ‘To(o_ 
Tanit’ (see EBE v. 246). 

65. Osiris (aoR) is found in the names Osir-badil, 

’ Osir is terrible (?) ’ ; Osir-gan, ‘ Osir has defend- 
ed (?)’ ; Osir-shamor, ‘Osir has guarded’ ; Amot- 
Osir, ‘handmaid of Osir’; Milk-Osir, ‘Osir is 
king ’ ; 'Abd-Osir, ‘ servant of Osir.’ Possibly Philo 
means Osiris by Eisirios (39d), the inventor of the 
three letters, the brother of Chna (Canaan) (see 
EBE V. 246, § 38). 

66. ^a^or (non) appears in the inscriptions only 
in the compound deity ^athor-Miskar {CIS i. 253. 
4, 254. 3f.). As early as the XIXth dynasty she 
was identified with 'Ashtart both by the Egyptians 
and by the Canaanites (see EBE lii. 182, § i, 184, 

§ I, V. 247 (1), viii. 182‘). The stele of Yehaw-Milk 
represents the ba'alat of Gebal in pure Egyptian 
style, like the goddess with the homed 

disk on her head (see Perrot and Chipiez, Hist, 
of Art in Photnicia, i. 69). 

67. Uorus (m) is named in CIS L 46. 1 ; and by 
Derenbourg, 3a (see EBE v. 247*). 

68. Neit appears probably in the compound deity 
IDav’3= Neit-Amon (see EBE v. 247’’). 

69. Seb IS found in the personal name 'Abd-Seb- 
Is, D3Dn3V= ‘ servant of Seb-Isis’ (see EBE v. 
248”). 

70. Ptah (rms) occurs in ‘Abd-Ptah, ‘ servant of 
Ptah ’ {CIS I. iii. 1 ; see EBE y. 249»). 

71. Khnum (ORp) occurs in several inscriptions 
(Lidzbarski, Handbuch, p. 363 ; see EBE v. 245”). 

72. Theth is not mentioned in the inscriptions, 
but was evidently a popular god because of the 
amount of information that Phuo has to give about 
him. In 31d Philo says that the Egyptians call 
him ThOiith, the Alexandrians Thoth, and the 
Greeks Hermes. He first invented writing, and 
his history was the beginning of the work of San- 
chuniathon. He was the adviser of El in his war 
against his father Ba'1-Shamim, and devised magi- 
cal charms by which he succeeded (36d). Here he 
is called by the Alexandrian name of Hermes 
Trismegistos. He invented the letters of the 
alphabet by imitating the forma of the gods, and 
devised the insignia of royalty for El (39a). El 
gave him the land of Egypt (39b ; see EBE v. 246*, 
vi. 380”). 

In all these cases it is an open question whether 
these gods found their way into Phoenicia at the 
time or the Ptolemaic dominion or were adopted in 
the period of Old Egyptian rule of the XVlIIth 
and XIXth dynasties (see EBE iii. 184 (/)). 

{h) Compound deities. — ^A peculiar feature of the 
Phoenician religion is the compounding of two 
divinities to form a new god, who then develops 
his or her individual traits. Analogies are found 
in 'Ashtar-Chemosh in the Mesha inscription, 
Atargatis (=' Attar- Ate), and such Hebrew forms 
as El-Shaddai arid Jahweh-Elohim. 

73. Eshmun-'Ashtart (C718i. 245. 3f.). 

74. Eshmun-Melkart (ib. 16. 23-28). 

75. Ba*l-Addir, in Bal-Addiris, who was wor- 
shipped at Signs in Numidia {CIL viiL 6279, snppl. 
19121-19123). 

76. Gad-‘Ate {CIS i. 93. 3). 

77. Milk-Osir (Molech-Osiris ; t6. 123b. If.). 


If., 147. If., 194. 1, 

3, Ma'stih Inscr. 


78. Milk-Ba'I {ib. 123a, 

380. 1). 

79. Milk- Ashtart {ib. 8. 1, 250, 

2f.). 

80. Melbart-Reseph (=Resheph) (Levy, Siegeln, 
p. 18). 

81. Pu'me-*Elyon (Pygmalion) (see above, 40). 

82. Sid-Melkart {CIS i, 256. 3 f.). 

83. Sid-Tanit {ib. 247. 6, 248. 4, 249. 4f.). 

In the cases where a male and a female deity are 
combined one is probably the consort of the other. 
Where two male deities are united, they are prob- 
ably identified with one another. 

ii. The myths of the gods.— On the cosmo- 
gonies and theogonies preserved by Mochos and 
Sanchuniathon see art, Sanchdniathon. 

iii. The conception of the gods.— The way 
in which the Phoenicians regarded their deities is 
knoivn to ns almost exclusively from the predicates 
that they apply to them in personal names. Most 
of these express the supremacy and authority of 
the gods. 

The titles ba'l, ‘owner,’ adim, ‘master,’ mar, ‘lord,’ milk, 
‘king,’ milfcot, ‘queen,’ and 'elyun, ‘high,’ have been dis- 
cussed already. Tities of kinship such as em, ‘ mother,’ 'omm, 
‘father-uncle,’ ab, ‘father,’and aft, ‘ brother ’ (see above), bring 
the gods nearer to men and describe them as friendly lowers. 
As among all the Semites, the predicate e>lp (Heb. kSdMib, 
holy ’) Is frequently applied to the gods (Didsbarski, Eandbueh, 
p. 861), The original meaning of this word is ‘set apart’ or 
•tabu.’ It describes the gods as charged vrith a mysterious 
energy that made it dangerous for men to come into contact 
with them, and that communicated itself to the objects in 
which they resided, the phenomena in which they manifested 
themselves, and the persons whom they possessed. This 
primitive meaning, rather than the late Hebrew ethical one, 
obtains in Phcnnicla. Other predicates that express the divine 
transcendence are rom, ‘high,’ in Ab-rom, Ef-rom, Bal-rom, 
Bom-Bal, and Milk-romi kabod, ‘glorious,’ in Kabod.Mellfart, 
’or, ‘strong,* in 'Oz-Bal and ’Oz-Milk. 

In regard to the powers of the gods the predicates affirm that 
they know On’), in Tado’-Milk; that they bear (JlDP), in 
Shamo’-Ba’l and Meltart-shamo’. In regard to their character 
many personal names state that they are good (oyj)— 
Na*om-El, Na’om-Oad, Gad-na’om,|Na'om.Milkot, Na’om-Pu'me. 
In relation to men the predicates say that the god has crested 
(.ma), in Bano-Ba'l ; that she has made, in Rnri; (a hypoooristi- 
con of a name beginning with ’Ashtart) ; that he has wrought 
(i'JlC), in Bal-pa’ol, El-pa’ol, and Pa’ol-Eshmun ; that he 
causes to live (in’, an apoc. Impf. 8td sing. Piel from Rin), in 
Tehaw-Allon, Yehaw-Bal, Yehaw-Milk : that he has given (a 
child) (jn’), in Yaton-Adon, Eshmun-yaton, Yaton-Bal, Bal- 
yaton (Lat. Baliatbo and BsUahon), Yaton-Milk, Milk-yaton, 
Sakkun-yaton (Sanchuniathon), 'Ashtart-yaton, Pume-won, 
Yaton-9id, ^id-yaton, and Besheph-yaton. Because children 
have thus been ^iven by these various gods, they^ bear natMS 


compounded wil 
Metten-Bi 
The gods 


metU'n, ‘gift’ — e.g., Metben-El, Metten-Elim, 
mikm, ‘possessio ' - ’ 
the apportioners 


Metten-Ba'l— or with mikiii, ’possession,’ as in Mihne-Milk. 

ortioners of human destiny in 


The gods appear as the apportioners or numan neauiij 
Eshmun-hallik, 'Estunun has assigned,’ Eshmun-ya od, , Wa' 
mun has appointed,’ and Bal-shiUek, ‘Ba'l has cast I^t 
Balsillec). The name Yamlik-Bal (Jamblichus) affirms that 
Bal has made king. , 

A great number of names describe the gods as helpers ot 
mankind. Thus the god has arisen (Dp), in Ab-lfom; he has 
Judged (MS'), in Bhaphot-Ba'I and Ba'i-Shaphot ; he has 
redeemed (niD), in Bal-pado; he has saved (f^n Fi-X 
Eshmon-hallij, HaIIi?-Ba1, Ba’l-hallif, Milk-hallif, and Mellpr^ 
haili; ; he has delivered (B^fl), in Adon-paUif ; he hM helped 
(ITjr), in Eshmun-'azor, Ba’I-'azor, 'Azor-Bal, 'Ashtart- azor; he 
is gracious (j:n), in El-Ijannon, Bal-hanno, 5anni-Ba1, 

Bal, Do'm-hanno, ^an-Mellfart, Melifart-hnnno, Mel^rbb*"- 
9an-Milk, and ^an-^id ; he has blessed fjna PL), in El-bank, 
Barik-Bal (Lat. Baricbal), Mar-barik; he has sustained (ICD), 
in Mar-samok ; he has carried (DDJl), in Eshmun-’awos ; ho as 
guarded (TOtf), in Osir-shamor, Eshmun-shamor, and ShamM- 
Bal ; he has protected ([DS), in gaphon-Ba’l; he has 
(n'?s, PL), in Eshmun-tallilj, Do'm-jalUlj, and Ba’i -53 UI? : 
has rewarded (D^’r, Pi.), in Eshmun-shaliim and Ba’I-shalllm J he 
has smoothed the way (D^D, Pi.), in Ba’I-pallis. The 

title ofV.nR, ‘tent,’ or ‘ shelter,’ appears in Ohel-Ba-l and onei- 

Milk. These titles show a lofty conception of the characi 
and the activity- of the gods. 

iv. The relation of men to the gods. 
Corresponding to the fact that t^ f„rt 

called mostly by names of authonty is the lacc 
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that men described themselves nsunlly (1) as the 
slave l^abd) of some god. 

Thus wo meet 'Abd-A-b-s-t (Bast), 'Abd-Adon, 'Abd-Elim, 
Abd-Isls, 'Abd-Oslr, ‘Abd-Eshmun, 'Abd-Bal, ’Abd-Balot, 'Abd- 
yanimon, 'Abd-Ycrnti 'Abd-Milk, 'Abd-Milkot, 'Abd-lIeUfart, 
'Abd-MUkar, *Abd-Mama, ’Abd-Seb-Isi, 'Abd-Suslm, *Abd-*Azoi, 
'Abd-'Ashtart, *Abd-Pu‘me, 'Abd-Ptah, 'Abd-Sid, •Abd-Saphon, 
Abd-Eesheph, ‘Abd-Shaddai, 'Abd-Shatar, 'Abd,Shcmc8h, 'Abd- 
Tanit The corresponding fem. form Is amot (nON), • female 
slave,’ which is often abbreviated to mof. Thus we find Amot- 
Osir, Amot'Bal (Lat. Amobbaii), Amot'Milkot, Amot*Kelkart, 
Amot-'Ashtart, Ilot-Milkot, Mot-Meikart. Another name of 
submission was kelb, ‘dog,’ ’hieroduie.’ This appears in ths 
name Kelb-Eiim, and In the hj-pocoristicon Keiba. A similar 
name vras per (Tf), ‘ciient.’ This appears In Oer-Ba'l, Ger-hekal, 
('client of the temple’), Oer-Uilk, Ger-MeHjart, Qer-Miskar, 
Ger-Sakkun, Ger-’Ashtart, Ger-§id, Ger-Shaddal, and in the 
hypocoristicon Gera. Simiiar in meaning probably was bod, 
'member' (of the family?), which appears in Bod-Eshmun, Bod- 
Ba*], Bod-Miik, Bod-Ueikart, Bod- Ashtart, Bod-^phon, and 
Bod-Tanlt. 

(2) Ben, ‘ son.’ — Much less often do worshippers 
call themselves by names of kinship to the Mds. 
Ben, ‘son,’ occurs in Ben-Ur, Ben- Ate (?), Ben- 
Ba'l (?), Ben-^odesh, and Ben-Melek. 

(3) Bof, ‘daughter,’ is found in Bot-Ba’l, Bot- 
Na'om, and Bot-Shelem, 

(4) A^(, ‘sister,’ — Women are also called 
‘sister ’of a god, although the term ‘brother’ is 
apparently applied only to deities ; e.g., we have 
Ahot-Milkot, Abot-Mefkart, and abbreviated iJot- 
Milk (Lat, Otmilc), 5ot-Lot (=Abot-Elot), $ot- 
Milkot, and flLot-Melkart. 

V. Places of worship.— i. High places.— The 
location of a sanctuary was determined by the 
presence of a sacred natural object, such os a 
wring, holy tree, etc., in which dwelt a bcCal. 
This was fenced off from the surrounding territory 
^ a wall or a line of stones. The Canaanite and 
Hebrew name for such a temenos — bama, ‘high 
lace ’—does not happen to occur in the inscriptions, 
ut was doubtless in use. Remains of open-air 
high places are still found in Phoenicia and in 
the colonies (see EBE iii. 185). Tacitus [Hist. iL 
78) informs us that, when Vespasian consulted the 
oracle on Mt. Carmel, he found neither statue nor 
temple, but only a much venerated altar (cf. 
Suetonius, Vesp. 6). 

2. Temples. — In the larger toivns permanent 
structures were erected over or around the sacred 
object, which served to protect it, to shelter the 
nests, and to guard the treasures that were 
eposited in the sanctuary. Such temples were 
knoivn as bet (na), ‘house’ (Lidzbarski, Handbuch, 
p. 235), or heml (^an), ‘temple’ (a loan word from 
the Sumerian e-qal, ‘ great house ’), which appears 
in the personal name Ger-hekal, ‘client or the 
temple.’ Another common name is mikdash, 
‘sanctuary’ [ib. p. 361). The holy of holies where 
the god dwelt was called hcder or hedrot. All 
these names are used in Hebrew (see EBE iii. 186). 

No remains of temples earlier than the late 
Persian period have come down to us. The 
majority are of the Greek and Roman periods. 
The oldest of these temples was the one built by 
Bod- Ashtart at Sidon, which was excavated by 
T. Macridy-Bey and H. Winckler in 1903 (see 
F. von Landau, in MVG ix, [1905] 6, x. [1906] 1 ; 
and T. Macridy-Bey, in BB xii. [1903] 69-77, xiiL 
[1904] 390-403). A number of other_ tempjes of 
the (5reek and Roman periods were investigated 
W Renan [Mission de PhCnicie). The temples of 
Ciyprus are described by L. P. di Cesnola, Uyprus : 
its ancient Cities, Tombs, and Temples ; and many 
of the monuments are reproduced m A Descriptive 
A tlas of the Cesnola Collection of Cypriote Antiqui- 
ties (see also M. Ohnefalseh -Richter, Kypros). 
Coins of Phoenicia and of Cyprus give mdc repre- 
sentations of temples that aid in reconstructing 
their architectural features. A number of fine 
ruins of the Roman period are stUl to be seen in 


the Lebanon — e.g., at Brummana (see Baedeker, 
Palestine and Syria*, Leipzig, 1906, p. 283), at 
Niba near Zahleh (i6. p. 292), and at Afka at the 
source of the river Adonis [ib., p. 336). The last is 
the famous temple of 'Ashtart described by Lucian, 
where the death of Adonis was annually oewailed. 
Near Neba' el-Lebn is a remarkable ruin known as 
ib^arat Fnkra. It stands in a hollow among jagged 
pinnacles of rock that must have been a haunt of 
some ancient ba'al. 

From these remains it appears that the earliest 
departure from the primitive high place was a 
monolithic structure such asthemaaieef, ‘temple,’ 
at Amrith (Renan, Mission, pp, 63-68). This is 
constructed of three upright stones that rest on 
the solid rock and a monolithic roof. It served ns 
a shelter for the cult-object. The style of archi- 
tecture suggests Egyptian influence. The next step 
was to construct a ^atform obout the tabernacle 
and enclose it with a portico. This is the stage 
depicted on coins of Byblus, where we see the 
fetish-stone of the god in its shrine surrounded 
by a large court and portico (Perrot-Chipioz, i. 
61 ; cf. the similar com from Cyprus, p. 276). 
Finally, a roofed buildingwas added on one side of 
the court (see the coin of Byblus mentioned above). 
Some idea of what an old Phoenician temple was 
like may be gained from the description of 
Solomon's temple (1 K 6-7), since this was built by 
Phcenician wo Amen. The later temples all show 
the Greek stylo. 

3. Ma5sebh6th. — Standing stones which served 
as dwelling-places for the deity were the central 
objects in all the sanctuaries. They were called 
either massebhSth [= mm) oT na^b (=Arab. nufb) 
(see Lidzbarski, Handbuch, p. 325). Philo ’ {35b) 
says that two pillars were consecrated by OusSos 
(the eponym of Paltetyrus), and that other pillars 
were consecrated to Samim-rom and Ousfios (see 
EBE ii. 117, § 4, iii- 186, § i, viii. 487). A common 
Phoenician name for a variety of the ma^^ibhbth 
was Aajnmon=Heb. ifo (see EBE ii. 287, § S). 
These’ are probably mentioned by Philo {32b) os 
the inscribed ammouneis from which Sanchnniath'on 
derived his records ; also in the name Amunos 
(35d}. Such hammonim are depicted in CIS i. pi. 
viii. Fetish-stones were called beth-el, ‘house 
of a god,’ by the Phoenicians, ns by the Hebrews. 
Philo (36c) speaks of a god Baitnlos, the son of 
Ba'1-Shamim, and the brother of El, Dagon, and 
Atlas. The same deification of the holy stone is 
found in the god Beth-el of the Assufin papyri, and 
is analogous to the deification of the SsMr&h (see 
EBE ii. 288»). 

4. Asherim. — Wooden posts that served :as 
dwelling-places for deities, particularly for the god- 
dess 'Ashtart, were as common among the Phoeni- 
cians ns among the Canaanites and the Hebrews. 
The word probably occurs in the Ma'sub Inscrip- 
tion, 4, ‘'Ashtart in the itsherSh.’ A day figure 
from (jyprus represents a goddess sitting within 
the tnink of a tree (Ohnefalseh-Richter, Kypros, 
i. 171). Such poles are depicted on the stelae 
from Carthage. They are mentioned by Philo 
(35b) along with the ma^sebhdth (see EBE iu. 
186, § 2). 

5. Images. — In the oldest sanctuaries the stand- 
ing stones were the only emblems of the gods, and 
these lasted down to the latest times in some of 
the temples. With the advance of civilization, 
however, images were developed out of the primi- 
tive fetishes. They are implied by Philo’s descrip- 
tion of 'Ashtart (3Sc) and of El (39a). The 
images that have survived show strong Egyptian 
influence in the artistic treatment, ^htart is 
represented with the attributes of Hathor, or else 
as a nude female holding a dove. B’a'l’-haramon is 
represented with ram’s horns (see EBE iii. 186, 
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and, after completing his medical studies in 1804, 
became associated with Gall in his work, and con- 
tinued with him until 1813, when they separated. 
There is no doubt that it was to Spurzheim that 
the great if temporary success of phrenology, to- 
wards the end of the first quarter of last century, 
was due. Gall died in 1828 and Spurzheim in 
1832. The latter travelled with Gall through 
Germany, where they inspected prisons and indi- 
cated the characters of the prisoners with great suc- 
cess, to Holland, and to Prance, where they strove 
vdth Cuvier and the doctors, and were at length 
prohibited from lecturing ; Spurzheim also visited 
England and Scotland, Prance again, and then 
America, where he died. One of liis demonstra- 
tions in Edinburgh in 1816 was attended by George 
Combe (bom 1788), who was attracted by a 
bitter criticism of the new science that had 
Mpeared in the Edinhurgh Eevieto for June 1815. 
The demonstration tended to alter his opinion, 
and he attended the next course of lectures, 
became a sympathetic student of phrenology, and, 
finding that his own observation confirmed its 
truth, became its staunch supporter. Unjust 
criticisms of phrenology led him to accept the 
invitation of the editor of the Literary and Statisti- 
cal Magazine for Scotland, who ofiered a free dis- 
cussion of its merits. He wrote four papers in its 
defence, which were afterwards published as 
Essays on Phrenology; or an Inquiry into the 
Principles and Utility of the Systems of Drs. Gall 
and Spurzheim, and into the Objections made 
against it (Edinburgh, 1819). Largely through 
his efforts a Phrenological Society was started in 
Edinburgh in 1820, of which he was president, and 
a Phrenological Journal was published by this 
society from 1823 onwards. Many other societies 
arose m different parts of the British Isles, in the 
colonies, and in America, in one of the universities 
of which a professorship of phrenology was even 
established. Combe published numerous works, of 
which the best-known was The Constitution of Man 
(Edinburgh, 1828). It attracted Eichard Cobden, 
who was instrumental in forming one of the 
societies in Manchester, 1835 (see J. Morley, Life 
of Eichard Cobden, new ed. j London, 1910, cn. iv.). 
Several weU-knoivn scientists in Britain, as in 
other countries, defended phrenology — including 
Dr. J. Elliotson and Archbishop Whately — while 
more recently Alfred Kussel Wallace has spoken 
in its favour. But its opponents were far more 
numerous and persistent. One of the strongest 
defences of the system was that in the Foreign 
Quarterly Eeview (vol. ii. [1828] no. 3). The 
Phrenological Journal came to an end in 1847, 
after 20 ’ volumes had been published. Combe 
died in 1858. 

The name ‘phrenology’ is due to Spurzheim, 
but was made popular by Combe’s adoption of it. 
Gall’s studies had been called ‘craniology’ or 
‘ cranioscopy.’ The change of name is important 
as indicatmg that emphasis was to be laid in the 
new science upon the mental and moral aspects 
rather than upon the purely physical ; unfortun- 
ately, it became synonymous in this country and 
elsewhere with the art of ‘ reading bumps,’ which 
is quite a caricature of its original intention. 
Gall had naturally taken notice in the first in- 
stance of outstanding personalities, capacities, or 
peculiarities of disposition, and had sought to 
connect these with exceptionally large or promi- 
nent portions of the head ; or, on the other hand, 
noticing prominent features in heads, had tried to 
connect tnese with striking characteristics of the 
individuMs ; moreover, in demonstrations, and 
especially in public demonstrations, it was only 
the prominent portions of the skull or cast or 
head that could he brought to the attention; 


hence perhaps the unfortunate association in 
question. 

2 . Theory.— The theory may be stated some- 
what as follows. Individuals differ mentally as 
well as physically from each other; their charac- 
ters, intellectual and moral, are largely indepen- 
dent of their environment and education, ancf are 
more or less constant and uniform ; education may 
repress the manifestation and therefore hinder the 
development of powers, but it cannot originate new 
ones. Such difierences, therefore, are natural or 
congenital ; they are transmitted from parent to 
child ; there are family and national similarities 
in mental character, as there are family and 
national similarities in face and in other physical 
structure. In the same way, different animal 
species show different mental powers, which are 
inherent in all the members of each species. The 
young differ from the old, and'there is a regular pro- 
gression.in the development and decay of the mental 
powers from birth to death. These mental powers 
are exercised in the first instance through the 
brain, which is their physical condition. But the 
brain is not a single organ, uniform throughout, 
or capable of conducting any mental operation in 
any of its parts. It consists of a number of distinct 
and separate organs, each of which has some 
specific mental function which it subserves, and 
which depends for its energy and its development 
upon the relative size and vigour of the organ in 
question. Three problems are thus before the 
phrenologist : to divide the intellectual and_ moral 
character into its separate powers or faculties ; to 
mark off the separate organs in the brain, or 
rather on the external skull of the living man ; to 
connect each faculty with its corresponding organ 
in the brain and its corresponding protuberance 
or portion of the skull. Spurzheim laid down 
the principles according to _ which a faculty is 
regarded as natural and primitive ; if it existe 
in one species of animals and not in another ; ff it 
varies in the two sexes of the same species j if it is 
prominent or deficient as compared with the other 
powers of the same individual ; if it appears or dis- 
appears earlier or later in life than other facultiM ; 
if it is active or at rest separately from other 
powers ; if it is inherited by children from parent^ 
if it shows health or disease in its exercise apart 
from the other faculties, A faculty is ‘a specific 
power of feeling in a certain way, or of formmg 
ideas of a certain kind ’ — the power being distmct 
from the feelings or the ideas which are thus pro- 
duced or formed ; it is independent of the wiJl ; 
one faculty cannot manifest the same feelings or 
form the same ideas as another; each has some 
definite relation to the objects of the external 
world ; each may be excited from without by these 
objects, but also from within. The faculties ere 
either propensities, which are both animal ana 
human, such as ‘amativeness’ B.nd the love oi 
offspring,’ or sentiments, some of whicii lue 
peculiar to man, or, finally, intellectual pone , 
perceptive and reflective. On the other liaim, 
such terms as ‘sensation,’ ‘memory, and 
nation’ do not correspond to ‘faculties m tue 
phrenologist’s sense, but are merely general names 
for the products of the different faculties either 
singly or in combination. The connex^n be ^ 

afloultyand its physical organ was determined, 

as already indicated, by ^ ^^’rdy of th ? 
heads, of the skulls, of casts froni the heads, or ot 
pictures and sculptures of men ^>®tingmshed be 
yond their fellows in some specific ability ; practice 
increased skill in noticing the differences in the 
shape of the head and in the Proportionate «7e or 
its different parts; heads of animals, of stnmn^ 
mental characteristics, as ferocity, cunning, r 
ity, etc., were compared with those of man, 
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differences of skull in the two sexes were compared 
■with the supposed mental differences ; the heads of 
the insane, of the mentally defective, of criminals, 
etc., ■jvere studied and again compared ■with their 
peculiar mental or morm aberrations or defects. 
The results were verified, as far as possible, hy 
reading the heads of unknown individuals, finding 
how far their actual characteristics coincided with 
those inferred by the phrenologist from their heads. 
It was this practice that led to the ridicule and 
ultimately to the contempt and neglect under 
which phrenology fell; yet it had a perfectlj’’ 
practical and useful aim. Apart from the verifi- 
cation of the organs, it was hoped hy this means to 
he able to forecast the vocation for which a child 
was best adapted ; to indicate the lines along 
which a child’s education would most successfully 
proceed, the dangers to which its character ■was 
liable, ■the treatment by which criminals or the 
insane might best be brought back to humane and 
normal courses ; and even the beginnings of 
eugenics are to be found in the phrenological 
writings — ^lif^artners are to be selected on its 
principles. Trtie objections brought against the 
new doctrine were from various standpoints — 
anatomical, philosophical, and theological ; it was 
objected that the brain is homogeneous tlirough- 
out, that there is no evidence that it is the organ 
of mind, that the size and shape of the brain 
cannot be argued from that of the head, that 
great injuries have occurred to the brain without 
corresponding effect upon the mental powers, that 
the shape of the head is artifioiall 3 ’ altered in many 
savage tribes without affecting the intelligence; 
that the mind or consciousness is a unity, and 
cannot consist of separate faculties, or that it is a 
tabula rasa on which impressions are made through 
the senses and associated together into ideas and 
thoughts ■without any innate powers ; that there 
is nothing to fix the number of the faculties, and, 
indeed, that phrenologists disagree as to their 
number; that, if phrenology were accepted as 
true, it would destroy religion, remove responsi- 
bility from man, and reduce mind to a purely 
material process. Gall and Spurzheim were able 
to show the possibility of studying the structure 
of the brain, and of proving that differences actu- 
ally exist in its different parte ; in particular, they 
pointed out the true condition of the brain in 
fiydrocephalous subjects ; they were the first to 
admit that tlie inner and outer plates of the skull 
are not parallel throughout, but they showed that 
this deviation amounts to not more than one or 
two-tenths of an inch, whereas the difference in 
heads is from one to two inches ; and in general 
they proved that the shape of the skull is certainly 
determined by the prior growth of the brain. As 
to the argument from the effect of injuries or loss 
of substance of the brain upon the mind, and the 
striking cases reported by Sir Everard Home from 
Haller and others,. the,y pointed out that this argu- 
ment would apply equally against any theory as 
to the brain functions, that tlie observations were 
not always accurately made, and that in describing 
the resultant effects upon the character only vague 
general terms were used, such as ‘intelligence,’ 
whereas some quite limited nnd_ specific ability 
might disappear or be reduced in its activity with- 
out the general intelligence being appreciably 
affected. Analogy ydth other organs and organisms 
suggests that each part of the brain has a separate 
function ; the brain becomes more complicated in 
animals in proportion to their place in the scale of 
intelligence — insects, fish, birds, mammals, and, 
highest among them, man ; the same is true of 
individuals in the human race ; the different parts 
of the brain do not grow simnltaneouslj-, but in 
succession; each appears as its facultj' appears; 


and both organ and faculty are developed when 
they are necessary for our existence ; intense 
application of the mind fatigues not the whole 
brain but only some part of it, for a change of 
work or occupation brings rest ; the states of 
sleep, dreaming, somnambulism, and the like can 
be explained only on the assumption that the organs 
of the brain are difierent in actiWty and in position. 
With regard to the philosophical objections, it was 
pointed out that the same arguments will apply 
to life, which is also a unity, out acts differently 
in different circumstances, and through different 
organs ; that, in any case, phrenology takes no 
concern with the ultimate nature of mind or of 
body, but deals merely with facts of observation 
and experience, whose truth ■xvill not be affected 
by the truth or falsity of idealism or any other 
philosophy. This answers the objections from 
theology also. Phrenology will give us knowledge 
of ourselves and others, of our characters and 
tendencies ; this will lead to higher morality, not 
to lower ; by preventing the manifestation of bad 
tendencies, their development ■wUl be hindered, 
and corresponding encouragement may be given to 
the good. The ■vices and defects, the virtues and 
talents, of each particular race can be learned, the 
former suppressed, the latter cultivated; and a 
rational treatment of insanity may be adopted, 
etc. Popular belief has always favoured the idea 
that persons differ in their natural tendencies — one 
covetous, another cruel, another kind, another 
proud ; that one has a talent for music, another 
for mechanics, another for painting, and another 
for poetry ; that these tendencies cannot be 
changed by an efibrt of ivill ; that a genius for 
music cannot be acquired by study or practice ; 
that there is a natural growth in the powers and a 
certain order in their development ■with which we 
cannot interfere inthout danger; and that no 
obstacle will prevent a genius from showing and 
from cultivating liis superior powers. At the 
same time it was admitted that the division of 
the faculties, being foimded upon observation 
alone, could not be regarded as finally settled; 
stOl less was it certain that the particular organs 
adopted by Gall and Spurzheim were really those 
of tbe faculties in question. It cannot be said, 
however, that the phrenologists were fortunate in 
their choice of faculties as the primitive ones in 
human nature, nor are the results of their obser- 
vations irith regard to the position of the organs 
in the brain in the least degree satisfactory. The 
following is Spurzheim’s latest arrangement of the 
powers of the mind, with the numbers of their 
corresponding organs : 

A r rzCT i TZ.— 1. Propensities: (•■.Vvci.tiir:-!’: ■), 

( 1 ) dcBtructlvcness, (’2) amativt;;r ", (:!) l ■■.’, 

(4) adhesiveness, (6) inhabitivc: (C) (T) se- 

crctivcncss, (8) acquisitiveness, (9) constructiveness ; 11. Senti- 
tnenls : (10) cautiousness, (11) approbativeness, (1C) Belt-esteem, 
(13) benevolence, (14) reverence, (16) firmness, (10) consclen- 
tiousness, (17) hope, (18) marvcllousness, (19) ideality, (20) 
mirthlulncss, (21) imitation. 

ISTELLZCTOAu— 1. Pereeptire : (22) individuality, (23) con- 
figuration, (24) sire, (25) weight and resistance, (20) colour, (2'7) 
locality, (28) order, (29) number, (SO) eventuality, (31) time, 
(32) tune, (33) language ; it Mefleetive : (34) comparison, (Ssj 
causality. 

Of this classification it maj* be said (1) that it is 
quite inadequate for the complexitj* of the case ; 
experimental psychology is only at the beginning 
of the real analysis of mental phenomena ; while 
tliere is no doubt that there are certain innate 
powers of the mind, it is quite uncertain at present 
which of the functions actually manifested by the 
mind of man are primitive and simple ; even the 
apprehension of colour or of form is probably a 
very complex proce.'^s. (2) We are only at the 
beginning also of a scientific effort to measure and 
therefore to compare the manifestations of these 
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different powers in different individuals, so as to 
have some real knowledge of the extent to which 
one individual differs from another. (3) We are 
only bemnning to know what are really the changes 
in the behaviour of individuals that occur after 
brain injury or disease ; or, again, the differences 
in behaviour between the child bom with defective 
brain and the normal child, etc. (4) A similar 
limitation obtains in our knowledge of the eda- 
cities of different races, sexes, ages. (6) The 
hundred years that have passed since Spurzheim 
demonstrated in Edinburgh have not brought 
anatomists much nearer to an understanding upon 
the limits of the different areas or regions in the 
brain; while it is almost universally admitted 
that there are separate regions, which are inti- 
mately connected with different mental pheno- 
mena, still it seems improbable that such regions 
have hard and fast boundaries ; a part of one may 
under compulsion take over the work of another ; 
the destruction of a comparatively large part of an 
area does not involve the total disappearance of 
any mental capacity; and in particular the trae 
nature pf these regions seems to be that all are 
connecting systems between sense-organs, on the 
one hand, and muscles, glands, and viscera, on the 
other, rather than initiating sources of special 
activity. (6) Finally, there is even yet no sort of 
agreement as to how the different portions or areas 
of the brain are connected with the mental powers 
(see also art. Brain and Mind). 

Liteiutuhs. — F. J. Gall and J. G. Spurzheim, Anatomie et 
physiologie du systime nerveua en glniral, et du cerveau en 
partieuher, i vols., Paris, 1810-19; J. G. Spurzheim, Observa- 
tions sur lafolie, ou eurles dirangemens des fonctions morales 
et intellectuelles de Vhomme, do. 1817, Enff. tr., London, 1817, 
Observations sur la phraenologie, ou la eonnaissance de 
Vhomme moral et inlcllectuel, Paris, 1818, JSssai philosophigue 
sur la nature morale et intellectuelle de Vhomme, do. 1820, 
Essai sur les prineipes iUmentaires de Viducation, do. 1822, 
Eng. tr., Edinburgh, 1821 ; F. J. Gall, Sur les Fonetions du 
eerveau, 6 vols., Paris, 1822-26, tr. W. Lewis, London, 1835 ; 
Spurzheim, The Physiognomical System of Drs. Gall and 
Spurzheiirfi, l,ondon, 1815, Phrenology in Connexion with the 
Study of Physiognomy, pt. 1., ‘Characters,’ do. 1820, The 
Anatomy of the Brain, tr. R. Willis, do. 1826, Phrenology, or 
the Doctrine of the Mind, and of the Delation between its 
Manifestations and the Body, do. 1826, Outlines of Phrenology- 
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J, Lewis McIntyre. 

PHRYGIANS. — I. The reli^on of the Ph^- 
gians as old Anatolian. — It is impossible to Avrite 
any sketch of Phrygian religion without continual 
reference to the history and ethnology of the 
Phrygian people. These subjects are still under 
discussion, and opinion differs ; but it is not pos- 
sible here to discuss the differences. The present 
writer will merely describe his own views and the 
historical assumptions on which they are based. 
It is assumed that certain European tribes entered 
Asia Minor across the Dardanelles earlier than 
1000 B.C., and spread eastwards and southwards. 
Gradually the eastern branch called Phryges, or 
Briges,^ ocoimied the country which was called 
after them Phrygia. We trace their history by 
scanty references in the ancient historians, by 
archmological remains, and by inscriptions, the 
sources being all very inadequate. The Phrj’-gians 
took possession of a country which already enjoyed 

1 On forms and derivatives of the name used in Phrygia see 
Ramsay, Cities and Bishoprics of Phrygia, ii. 382, 616. 


a civilization distinctly superior to that of the 
invaders ; but the latter seem to have imposed 
tteir language on the country, just as the Gauls 
did in Galatia, when they conquered it in the 3rd 
century b.C. The Phrygians, however, like the 
Gauls, adopted the religion of the country in which 
they settled, and, though this religion was often 
called Phrygian, it was really much older than the 
Phrygian conquest. It represents a prevalent 
type of religion, which was very widely spread 
over the countries adjoining the .ffigean lands and 
the south coast of the Black Sea. This wide- 
spread type may be called Anatolian, pre-Hehenic, 
or Pelasgian. It presents close analogies to 
certain Syrian cults, and the Mosaic Law pre- 
supposes the existence of an older cult of the 
same general type. 

2 . Influence exerted by the Phrygians on the 
older Anatolian religion. — ^It must be supposed 
that the conquering European race exercised some 
influence over the old religion, but it is not easy 
to distinguish the elements which belonged to the 
difierent peoples. On one point alone comparative 
certainty can be attained. As mentioned below 
(§§ I3> i8)> the goddess in the older religion was the 
most important person in the divine family, but in 
the subsequent history of Phrygia there are many 
cases in which the god is apparently dominant. 
There must have occurred a change, and the prob- 
ability is that this change was due to the natural 
relation between conquerors and conquered. In 
war superior force is exercised by the male sex. 
It is true that, according to legend, the old Ana- 
tolian or Phrygian religion used the services of 
armed priestesses, who were called Amazons, and 
Greek art delights to picture the conflict between 
armies of Greek men and Amazons. To the Greek 
artist this conflict became symbolical of tlie great 
conflict between civilization and barbarism, be- 
tween Europe and Asia, between good and evil. 
There is no reason to think that Greek soldiers 
ever came actually into conflict with a_ force of 
Amazons, but the explanation of this artistic form 
must lie in the fact that the Greeks were aware of 
the existence of such warriors, at least in the past, 
and that they pictured the European Phrygian 
conquerors as being in a sense kindred to theim 
selves, at the early time when they were engaged 
in the war against the Anatolian system with its 


,rmed pnestesses. 

The Phrygian conquest of the country was 
.chieved by men, and they inevitably tended^ to 
>ut a god rather than a goddess in the position 
if dominance, and to picture the contest as_a fight 
letween men and women. Hence in the iZwa, ni. 
87, Priam alludes to the battles which he had 
ought as an aUy of the Phrygians against the 
imazons on the banks of the Sangarios in the 
leart of the country which was afterwards knoum 
,s Phrygia. An allusion so early as this cannot be 
et doivn as mere legend ; it must have 
listorical basis such as has been desenbed, and ic 
mplies also an miproximate date. Homer as- 
ociated this conflict with a comparatively iate 
tage in the history of that city of Troy which WM 
aptured and demolished about 1184 B.C. inc 
ast king . of that city had in early youth taken 
lart in those battles, which unphes that tiie 
"‘rojan race was closely akin to the Phrypan i 
nd was aUied with them in their 

mrds the east. It is, however remarkable, mq 

•et perfectly explicable, that the war be 
IreeL and Trojans in the old a"e of this Iwt ki g 
hould have been regarded in flie later hi^nwi 
as a stage of the conflict between Europe 



ID, ana tue . I Az,;«f;pci 

as Europeans fighting agamst Asiatics, 
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but at other times, after being settled for genera- 
tions on the Trojan coast, came to be regarded 
by Europeans as typical of Asia; and similarly 
the branch which settled in Phrygia became rapidly 
identified with their new country, and ranked as 
an Asiatic stock in their relations with European 
Greeks. In this, as in almost all similar cases, 
there is the strongest tendency for the conquering 
people to adopt, at least in part, the religion of 
the conquered, because the belief lies deep in 
human nature that the local gods must be able 
and powerful to protect or to harm all human 
beings that are settled in their country (2 K 17^^). 
It was therefore necessary for the Phrygian con- 
querors of Troy and of Phl^gia to pay court to the 
gods of the land, and there is no way of paying court 
to a deity except by worslupping him as such. 

Yet the conquerors, who must have consisted 
largely of men, generally married the women of 
the country. But, while they married them, they 
did not regard them as superior in rank or dignity. 
They were taking the women of a conquered race, 
and it was inevitable that they should regard 
themselves as the superior, conquering caste, who 
were conferring honour on a certain part of the 
subject population by marriage. 

3 . Mysteries in the Phrygian religion. — Now 
the character of pagan religion always reflects the 
social and economic circumstances of the people 
who profess it, and the result appeared in the 
aspect which was imparted to the religion of this 
more or less mixed Phrygo-Anatolian race. A 
god generally appears as the superior and dominant 
figure, at least in outward show, in the most 
typical Phiygian cities. The coins are struck in 
the name of a god at least as often as in that of a 
goddess, and the foundation legends often speak of 
a god. On the other hand, in the cities to which 
the Phrygian domination never spread, or where 
there is reason to think that it was weaker, the 
goddess remains the more outstanding and char- 
acteristic figure. In all cities _ alike, however, 
Phrygian and non-Phrymon, of inner Asia Minor 
the religion remained fundamentally as it was 
before. This result was attained through the 
mysteries (g.v.), in which the real character of the 
religion was displayed to the initiated. The 
religion was not shown in its entirety to every 
person ; only those who fulfilled certam tests, or 
performed certain preparatory rites, were admitted 
to see its true nature. A good example of this fact 
is revealed in the Ph^gian city which is generally 
called Antioch of Pisidia, and which was one of 
the great religious centres of Phrygia. On the 
coins and in the inscriptions the god Men Aska 6 - 
nos is the ruling figure. Ho appears in them as 
the hereditary deity (r-dr/iior 0e6s). ‘ Strabo - speaks 
of the two centres of Phrj'gian religion near 
Antioch ns being seats of the god MSn, not of any 
goddess. No form of the native goddess is men- 
tioned by Strabo as known at Antioch ; and she 
appears far less frequently on the coins. One of 
those two sanctuaries was discovered in 1911. It 
stands on the top of a mountain, 6000 ft. above 
the sen and 1300 ft. above the city, from which it 
is distant about four miles by a steep and diflicalt 
path. In and around the great sanctuary there 
were found numberless dedications to the god Men, 
but not one single dedication to the goddes.s. 
There was a small chapel of the goddess in one 
comer of the great sanctuary, if we may judge 
from the discovery of several statuettes represent- 
ing Cybele or Artemis. It is apparent that in out- 
ward show, just ns Strabo says, the sanctuary was 
obtrasively and pre-eminently that of the god, 

1 M. M. Hatdie (Mrs. Hasluck), in JSS xxxi. tl012) Ulf.; 
J. G. a Anderson, JJ2S ill. [1918] 6SI. ; BamBay, in £SA xriU. 

a xii. 557, 677. 


while the goddess was relegated to a small chapel 
in a comer. There were also at le.ast two small 
temples dedicated to a goddess, one of the Cybele 
type, and another of the Aphrodite type, outside 
the sanctuary, on the summit of the same mountain, 
forming part of a large complex of buildings of 
various kinds, which composed the Hieron. In 
none of these small temples was any dedication to 
the goddess found, but there were statuettes repre- 
senting her. It is very evident that in outward 
aspect the Hieron as a whole was characterized 
to the public as the seat of a god, and that the 
goddess had quite a secondary place. 

On the other hand, when a building which seems 
to have been the hall of initiation, close to the 
central and great sanctuary and evidently standing 
in close relation with it, was excavated, it became 
apparent that the ceremonies which were there 
celebrated were the old Phrygian or Anatolian 
ritual of a goddess, and not the novel ritual of a 
god, although (c. A.D. 300) the throne of a god was 
added to the scene. Now those rites which were 
celebrated in the Phrygian mysteries are described 
by all ancient authorities as the rites of a goddess, 
VIZ. of the Phrygian mother — a goddess who was 
the impersonation of the earth, ns the great 
mother of all life, who gives birth to all things, 
and receives back to herself all things at death. 
Demosthenes describes those rites ns celebrated 
mainly by a priestess.' The priestess was the 
chief figure in the ritual, while a man was the 
assistant of the priestess. The man acted ns 
the teacher of the ritual; he recited from the 
books the words of the sacred formulce ; he helped 
those who were being initiated to go through the 
ritual ; he taught them the proper words to use, 
and showed them how to perform the rites in 
orderly succession. 

In the Hellenic religion, which developed through 
various external and internal influences out of the 
pre-Hellenic, Pelasgian, or Anatolian type, many 
cases are observable in which a prophetic centre 
was apparently under the presidency of a god, and 
the prophecy appeared ns the expression of his 
soul or his knowledge. This is emecially the case 
with the god Apollo, a purely Hellenic idea, in 
whom the highest tendencies of Hellenism were 
manifested to the world. To take tivo great 
centres of Apolline teaching, Klaros on the 
Asiatic side of the Afgean and Delphi on the 
European side — at Klaros we know that mysteries 
were celebrated, and even the scanty allusions to 
their ritual show that they were fundamentally of 
the Phrygian or Anatolian type ; ’ at Delphi, ns 
Aischylus expressly says,’ the deity who presided 
was originally the earth-goddess ; she was suc- 
ceeded by Themis, who is nierely a moralized ex- 
pression of the same divine idea ; only in the third 
place did Apollo come in to replace the successive 
goddess-ideals in the presidency of this prophetic 
centre ; a woman wns_ always the medium through 
whom he expressed himself ; and in popular state- 
ment this prophetess Pythia is mentioned as the 
source of revelation almost as frequently as ‘ the 
god ’ himself. 

4 . God and priest— In the rite which Demos- 
thenes describes * the man acting as priest was the 
director of the ritual, while the woman as priestess 
was the centre and head of the religion ; and all 
the eridence, scanty though it be, tends to show 


1 The description is pven by Demosthenes, de Corona, 259 f., 
where he inveighs against iEschines. The mother of .Bfchines 
was a wandering priestess of the Phrygian goddess, who carried 
the rites about Attica, and the son acted as her assistant and 
xnlnlstcrinr priest. 

Ifienn-JahrethtfU, 1905, p. 1651., 1912, p. 88 f.; 
alsoDCff, 1906, p. 819, 1915, p. 83 f. oui.. 

5 J?um. 1 ff. 


^ O. Foucart, Atsoc, rtl. ehez Us QrscSf p. 67. 
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that this is one instance of a general principle. 
The god is represented by the priest in this religion ; 
he teaches mankind what are the proper rites and 
words with which they should approach the divine 
power. The god was himself the first priest, and 
all suhseg^uent priests are considered as successively 
taking his plape, wearing his dress, hearing his 
name,_ and filling his part in the religion. In a 
sense it is true to say that the goddess is the chief 
figure. It is she who is the source of all Hfe and 
the ^iver of all good things to mankind, while the 
god is a sort of accident in her life. But this is 
not thp whole truth. The god is in practice the 
most important figure in the natural relations 
between the deity and human beings, because he 
shows, partly by example and partly by teaching, 
the ritual through which alone man can appeal to 
the goddess, who is the ultimate embodiment of 
the divine power. It was therefore quite easy to 
lay emphasis on the functions of the god, without 
really altering the character or ritual of the 
religion. The divine life was in a sense a reflexion 
of the life of society, or, rather, a model for human 
life. 

Further, this human life was not regarded 
simply as the relation between individuals or as 
the picture of a single family. The family is 
regarded in the religion as the unit in the social 
organism ; and the divine life, as shoivn in the rela- j 
tions of the god and the goddess, sets forth for the i 
good of men the foundation on which society rests, i 
viz. the mystic marriage of the god and the goddess 
as the symbol and pattern of earthly marriage. 
The gods in their mutual relation form the model 
which human life in society must reproduce. The 
.gods have taught men, and are always teaching 
'^men, what they ought to do in their relations to 
' one another and to the deity. 

<■ S^^The holy marriage. — The theory has been 
advanced, and seems to the present writer funda- 
•menial in the subject, that the holy marriage as 
^'celeprated in the mysteries was intended to convey 
'.’fMitull teaching about the perfect completion of 
Chl^an life j and the marriage ceremony of the 
^19 Phrygian or Anatolian religion consisted in the 
performance by the pair who were married on 
earth of precisely the same ceremony as took place 
at the holy marriage in the mysteries. There is 
also good reason to think that the marriage 
ceremony was performed at the sanctuary. One 
of the rites was that the pair drank from a common 
cup, and this rite passed into the Greek ceremony 
of marriage as it is still celebrated doivn to the 
present day under Christian forms. At the 
common meal which formed part of the religious 
ceremonial constituting the bond to hold together 
any association in ancient life the crowning rite 
consisted in drinking from the common cup, and 
the same was the case in the celebration of the 
mysteries. Each had in turn to say, ‘I 

have drunk from the holy vessel ’ (xtf/tySaXor). But 
in the celebration of the marriage it was only the 
married pair who drank from the same cup ; they • 
alone were united in this social bond ; all others 
present at the marriage feast drank from their 
own separate cups. Such was the character 
of the ceremony which was performed in Athens 
on the second day of the Anthesteria. At that 
festival the marriage of Dionysos was celebrated, 
and the fact that all the celebrants drank from 
separate cups on this occasion marked out the 
ceremony so distinctively that the name ‘Cups’ 
was given to the second day of the festival. Seen 
from this point of view, the mysteries presented a 
picture of the nature of civilized society and a 
contrast between the rude savagery of human life 
without the divine guidance' and the higher civiliza- 
tion which came through that divine example. 


One of the formulm that were repeated iu the 
mysteries by the person who was being initiated 
consisted of four words : ‘ I escaped evil; I found 
better.’! It is mentioned that the same formula 
was repeated as part of the ritual of mar- 
riage in Athens, and the divine marriage must be 
taken to be typical of the old form surviving from 
pre-Hellenic times. The identity of the formula 
in the two cases implies the marked similarity of 
the ritual in both. 

6. Two stages in the mystic initiation.— Judg- 
ing from the arrangements of the Hall of Mysteries 
at Pisidian Antioch, where was an old, wealthy, 
and powerful religious centre, there seem to have 
been two stages in the mystic ritual (just as there 
were at Eleusis).“ But there is no reason to think 
that the two stages were celebrated at different 
seasons (as at Eleusis) ; on the contrary, they seem 
to have succeeded one another practically without 
any interval. The first stage was called initiation 
(/iibjtrjs) ; the second stage was called by a name as 
yet unknown, hut the verb denoting the act was 
ifipcLTcieiv, ‘ to enter’ or ‘ to set foot upon,’ and the 
idea expressed in this stage of the ritual seems to 
have been the entrance on a new life ; possibly the 
noun i/i^drevats may have been a technical term ; 
but no term has as yet been discovered in actual 
use. The phrase used in the inscriptions at the 
temple at Hlaros near Colophon (where similar 
mysteries were celebrated) is ‘ those who had ^e_n 
initiated entered on ’ (the new stage), and it is 
certain that at Klaros the stages followed immedi- 
ately after one another. Those mysteries might be 
celeorated at any season, like a church service, 
and were not restricted to a single occasion in the 
year.* Similarly at Antioch the arrangements 
of the hall seem to imply that the passed 

through the first stage on one side of the hall, and 
thereafter entered through a sort of gateway m 
the middle of the hall after purification into the 
Immediate presence of the god, and then began a 
new series of rites before the throne on which the 


god was supposed to be sitting ; but we may 
imagine that &e high-priest sat on the throne which 
is dedicated to the god by an inscription of late 
date. The rites described by Demosthenes took 
place probably as the first moment of the ritual in 
this second stage before the face of the god. In the 
first stage there had taken place an act whmh is 
described as the ' reception of the mysfrc thmgs 
and words,’ and the /ti/imjr who had passed through 
this first stage (irapoKapiiv rk tivar^pia.) immemately 
was free to enter into the presence of the god, anU 
pass through the second stage of the ritual. Ihe 
ceremonial of the higher grade symbohaed the 
approach of man to the presence of the god, md 
its subject was the identification of the initiawd 
person with the god, and the promise was probably 
given to him in the ritual words, ‘ Happy and 
blessed, thou shalt be god instead of 
This identification of the human being with the 
divine life is the proper goal of human Me. 
goal was attained at death, as is showm m many 
epitaphs, for the dead man returns to the mopner 
who We him. But the same goal was attamed 
as the result and perfection of the initiatory ntuai. 
In the mystic rates at Antioch the culmination 
lay in the enactment of the perfect scene of human 
life— the fundamental rite on which society leste, 
viz. the mystic marriage of the god and e 

1 t^vyor KOKOV tipov Spuyov. The same formul* was used in 

Jie marringe ritual (see § 8). ion lefli 

* See Eamsay, in BSA xviii. S7 £f., and HAS y. ,1^ 

8 Envoys sent by cities and States were initiated, eviaenuy 

tta8peo?alservicefortheirconyenmnce._ Theyusual^ bro „ 

i chorus wdth them (Kamsay, The ■C“^’,f-dO™hic 

4 fitot !<ratat ayrX ppoToto, known only intho so-gUIed^n 

uneral formulro (most recentij-m ^?“’^*°^o 5 rirSnneotcd 
Cambridge, Appendix) ; we take them to be cioseiy con 

vith the mysteries. 
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goddess as the warrant and guarantee of earthly 
marriape.^ 

7. The choice between good and evil. — The 
question presents itself whether the two stages of 
the divine life were shown in the mysteries as two 
steps in a development from the worse to the 
better or in the form of a choice between good and 
evil. If the answer to this question could be made 
with certainty in favour of the former opinion, it 
would be extremely important; but there is no 
positive evidence to support that view ; and all 
analogy is distinctly in favour of the other opinion, 
that there was simply presented in the religious 
ritual a choice between two alternatives, one good, 
the other evil. Such a choice is frequently pre- 
sented in ancient religion and in ancient moral 
teaching. It appears in advanced Hellenic litera- 
ture in the form of the Choice of Heracles', but 
that is only a literary^ apologue, elaborating in 
moral form a choice which, according to religion, 
is always being presented to manlund. In this 
religious choice there is not merely a presentation 
of the alternatives ; there is also always the advice 
and counsel given by the gods to men to prefer 
good rather than evil and me rather than death. 
A fundamental idea in the religion is that good 
and life are aspects or names of one fact, and 
similarly evil and death of the opposite. The 
probability therefore is that in the drama of the 
mysteries the gods of the divine family are repre- 
sented ns choosing between the two courses — good 
and evil, or life and death — and that the divine 
choice is the model for human nature to follow. 
Accordingly, the formula which we have rendered, 
* I escaped evil ; I found better,’ which seems to 
suggest in that translation the idea of develop- 
ment, is more correctly to be rendered, ‘ I rejectm 
or avoided evil; I found better,’ so as to suggest 
that the formula is an expression of choice between 
alternatives both equally open at the same time. 
Further, the formula is certainly an example of 
parataxis and really implies, ‘ I rejected the evil, 
because the opportunity of better was presented to 
me.’ The idea that men are always placed in a 
position to choose between good or life and evil or 
death, and that religion exemplifies and teaches the 
reference of life rather than death, lies at the 
asis of the Anatolian religion, which in all depart- 
ments of conduct shows men what they should do, 
in agriculture, in household economy, in hygiene, 
etc. So it is the basis of the Hebrew teaching, 
‘The fear of Jehovah is the chief part of know- 
ledge ; but the foolish despise wisdom and instruc- 
tion ’ (Pr 9’“ 16®, Ps 111“, Eo 12”) ; Moses said to 
the people, ‘ I have set before thee life and good, 
and death and evil, the blessing and the curse; 
choose life ’ (Dt 30“’ “) : and the same is expressed 
in the beginning of human history (Gn 2 and 3), 
for in the garden that was in the land of Eden 
there were two trees, the tree of life and the tree 
of knowledge (which immediately produced death) ; 
the instruction given to the man and tho woman 
who lived in the garden was that they must not 
eat the fruit of the tree of death ; but after they 
^d so they were sent forth from the rarden, lest 
they should have access to the tree of life and eat 
and live, and the angel with the flame of a sword 
was placed on guard to prevent approach to the 
tree of life. In this account we have the expres- 
sion in primitive thought of the idea that from 
the beginning of human existence the choice 
between good or life and evil or death has con- 
stantly been presented to mankind, and the divine 
advice has always been given in the most positive 
fonn of absolute prohibition, to avoid the act 
which will ‘ bring death into the world.’ 

If tlie point of view taken in this article is 
1 BSA xviii. 37 f. 


correot,_ there would probably be presented to tho 
liixrnjt in the first stage of the mystic ritual tho 
choice between good and eidl, and, when he chose 
rightly and in the proper mystic words, he was 
admitted on the second stage. 

8. The divine teaching. — The ‘holy marriage’ 
of goddess and god is only one example of the 
general principle that the gods are always teaching 
and advising men what to do and how to behave. 
There was indeed no formal teaching in the way 
of discourse or theoretical instruction. There was 
only (1) the teaching by example in the divinely 
instituted ritual, and (2) the occasional advice by 
signs and omens, chiefly those seen in the air, 
which needed interpretation and application to 
the individual case. The theoretical basis of the 
ritual is expressed, e.g., in a relief found in E. 
Lydia on the Phrygian frontier. This relief is 
arranged in two zones ; in the upper zone the god 
is represented as performing on an altar the same 
act of ritual as the priest is performing on an altar 
in the lower zone.* Every act of religion on earth 
has its counterpart in the performance of the same 
rite on a higher level in the divine life; and so 
the marriage celebrated on earth between the man 
and the woman has its counterpart in the marriage 
that is always taking place above between the 
god and the goddess. The teaching lies in the 
example and model which the divine powers set 
forth to all their worshippers. But earthly 
marriage is not merely a relationship between 
two human beings ; it is a rite which concerns tho 
entire society to which they belong. On this nte 
and on the family relationship organized societj 
is built up. The unit of civilized society is 
not the individual, but the family.^ Accordingly 
we find it recorded that, according to Greek 
religion, tho married pair celebrate the sacred 
marriage in honour of the god and goddess. 

9. Relation of the conquerors to the ancient 
priesthood. — We have no information about this 
relation in the case of the old Phrygian conquerors, 
and we can only speculate with regard to it from 
the analogy of two later coses. (1) When the Gauls 
conquered and settled in that part of the old 
Phrygian country which afterwards was called 
Galatia, they soon adopted the religion of the 
country which they had won. Not merely was it 
necessary for them (as stated above) to worship 
the gods of the country where they now dwelt; 
they had also to face the problem of governing 
the people whom they had conquered. They 
could not and did not try to exterminate an entire 
race ; all that they could do was to take a portion 
of the land for themselves, and to employ the 
conquered race as a subject caste which should 
till the land for the new owners of the great 
estates. The conquering caste, then, must govern 
the subject population according to some method 
or other. With the ancient views about religion 
and its fundamental importance as the governing 
principle in any organized society, the method tn 
governing must be through the use of tho already 
existing fonns of religion. Hitherto the priests of 
the great religions centres had been the rulers of 
the god's land. The simple and easy way for tho 
Gauls to rule the old inhabitants was to become 
the priests, and to fulfil the same religions forms 
and duties as the Phrygian priests had fulfilled. 
We know from an inscription that at Pessinus the 
conquering Gauls took only half the places in the 
priestly college. What was the exact situation 
at_ other great religious centres is unknoira, but 
this may be taken as exemplifying tho general 
principle. The chiefs of the new conquering caste 
allied themselves with, or even wholly displaced, 
the priests of the old colleges and centres ; in con- 

I Eamsay, Leltert to the Seven Churches, p. CS. 
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jnnction with or instead of the ancient ruling 
priestly families, they administered the govern- 
ment of the mass of the population.* 

(2) When the emperor Augustus, by the will of 
the deceased Amyntas, last king of Galatia, came 
into possession of Pisidian Antioch and the whole 
territoiw attached to it, he put an end to the old 
ruling dynasty or families, in which the priesthood 
was hereditary, and himself became owner of all 
the land of the god. His procurator, who repre- 
sented him in the district ana managed his interests 
for him, was priest in his place, and therefore lord 
over the cultivators of the estate. This lordship 
oyer the cultivators was not applicable to the free 
citizens of the Grceco-Koman cities, and in this 
way a highly complicated situation arose, accord- 
ing to which the priest-procurator was in the city 
only an official of the emperor, while on the estates 
he was the embodiment in human form of the 
distant god-emperor. Something of the same kind 
must have existed under the Greek kings in many 
parts of W. Asia. Those kings were identified 
with the god, and regarded as the embodiment in 
human form of the god on earth. This convenient 
religious fiction was utilized practically as a means 
of governing the country. It gave to the god-king 
or the god-emperor the sanction of religious awe, 
and this obedience to the emperor took the place 
of loyalty to the empire. The same fiction was 
wdefy practised throughout the Graeco-Homan 
world ; but we know more about the details only 
in the case of the Roman empire, because the 
evidence is clear that in every district and in every 
city of the Eastern world the emperor was supposed 
in the cult to be identified with the chief god of 
the district, and even free citizens, though not 
-actually the serfs on the soil of such estates, yet 
regarded the emperor as the present god, on whose 
-power they were dependent for defence, and to 
-.WMm they owed the peace and prosperity of the 
whole empire. In the 4th cent, those formerly 
.-frey cultivators became real serfs, because the law 
5te^rded the owner of the soil as having a right to 
'tl^ir labour. 

/>^The same principle that underlies these later 
'historical cases may be applied to the Phrygian 
conquest of the old Anatolian population of the 
country which afterwards was called Phrygia ; but 
the details are not yet discovered. 

10 . Varying accounts of the character of the 
mystic ritual. — In the fact that the mystic ritual 
presents a choice and a contrast between good and 
evil, between violence and order, and that it places 
human life under the guidance of religion, lies the 
explanation of some serious difficulties which are 
presented by the records about the mysteries. 
Christian writers describe them as presenting a 
series of incidents of violence, deceit, and horror. 
The question has been much debated whether this 
account is correct. The answer would seem to be 
that it is perfectly correct so far as it goes, but it 
was not the object of the Christian writers to give 
a complete picture of the mysteries or to inquire 
into the possible truths and ideas that might be 
suggestecf by those rites. Their method was simply 
to show that from the contemplation of such 
hideous incidents presented in the form of a sort 
of drama there must result evil to those who con- 
templated the spectacle. Their object was to 
contrast the horrors and abominations which were 
presented to the initiated with the order, simpli- 
city, and beauty of the Christian ceremony. It 
must always be remembered that they were reply- 
ing to the misrepresentations of their own ritual 
which were current among their opponents, and 
their purpose was to paint in lurid but necessarily 
true colours the hateful character of the pagan 
i BDS u. SSb note. 


ritual and the evils that must result from it while 
they maintained and described the beauty and 
purity of their own ritual. They were not anti- 
quanes; it was sufficient for them to point to the 
honors which formed a real part of that ritual. 
False statement or even exaggeration would have 
been fatal to their purpose. We must therefore 
accept as correct all the details in the picture that 
they rive, remembering that that picture needs to 
be looked at from a certain point of view ; and we 
must also remember that the mysteries were 
intended to exhibit the placing of human life on 
a higher level through the influence of religion and 
the example set in the divine life. The use of the 
formula, ‘ I eseaped evil ; I found better ’ (§§ $, 8), 
proves beyond dispute that some such idea formed 
the fundamental truth underlying the religion 
presented in the mysteries, and the further fact 
that the same formula was repeated in the marriage 
ceremony proves also that the social ‘better’ which 
those who chose in accordance with the divine pre- 
cept found lay in the institution of true marriage. 
These facts make it clear that we can and ought 
to accept as true also the opinions expressed by 
Rato and Isocrates and other Greek philosophers 
and thinkers that the mysteries shown at Efeusis 
were an educative and elevating influence in life ; 
and, if it is true, as we must also admit, that part 
of the ritual of the mysteries was of extremely 
repulsive character, it follows inevitably that a 
strong contrast (or even possibly a process of 
development) in moral and social relations formed 
the real subject of the mystic ceremony. Thus in 
one stage of the mysteries the birth of the god- 
son (or daughter, as the case might be) originated 
from an act of violence and fraud, and in the other 
stage the holy marriage was set forth as the rule 
and basis of society. In both cases the scene was 
fully presented to the eyes of the initiated ; and 
the details of violence or fraud, as enacted in the 
divine drama of lifCj fnmished full justification for 
the attack of Christian assailants ; but the apology 
Was that religion shonld speak straight out, con- 
cealing nothing, and that it shows the naked truth 
to devout eyes. In the process of degeneration to 
which the Anatolian religion was exposed the 
ugliest and most repellent parts of the mystery 
Were emphasized and made more prominent. The 
efi'ect was seen in respect of both sexes. The 
devout, both women and men, felt bound to live 
the life of the goddess and the god in every act 
and every detail. Hence originated the custom of 
ritual prostitution, in which women voluntarily 
imitated the fate of the goddess ; and this custom 
was carried out in a series of ingenious perversions 
and developments which constitute _ the m<wt 
abominable and socially degrading side of the 
Anatolian religion. Similar in origin, and carried 
out with the same ingenious perversion, w_m the 
strange and remarkable rite of self-mutilation 
among men, which constituted the supreme sign 
of devotion to the goddess, and which was performed 
from time to time by devotees even stanffing 
upon, her altar. In modem time certain secte u* 
dervishes practise extraordinary rites of mutilation 
or of personal wounds, which seem ^_be perhaps 
air expression of the extremest asceticism (thonga 
it is difficult to make any assertion with regard to 
the original nature of their ritual of self-devotion). 
But the Phrygian rite seems clearly to stand m 
close relation to a common part of their economic 
ritual. It was known that mutilation was pre- 
scribed in the divine ritual as a necessary part o 
the treatment of domesticated animals, and tiiai 
self-mutilation also formed a note- 
in the life of the bee ; and there were 
ier analogies,* some well-foanded ana 
1 BBB V. 116>, 123. 
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Eome p\irely fanciful, •which seemed to estahliah 
the divine oririn and character of the rite, so that 
the devotee who consecrated himself to the observ- 
ance in the most perfect degree of the reli^on of 
the land practised this extremest act on himself, 
knowing that the god had set the example (as the 
lepbs 'Kiyos declaresy by performing it on himself and 
thus consecrating it for his human followers. 

II. Other examples of the analogy between the 
divine life as shown in the mysteries and human 
life. — ^It would also appear that the purificatory- 
ceremonies which formed part of the mysteries 
were practically identical with some of the marriage 
rites, and this identity further confirms the close 
similarity between the rites in the two cases. 

A formula which was uttered by the initiated 
person at a certain stage in the ritual of the 
mysteries was, ‘ A kid I have fallen into the milk.’ ^ 
It is generally recognized that the kid is the 
mystic form of Dionysos as the god-son in the 
divine nature. In these words the /m/ottjs expressed 
the same meaning as the goddess of the world of 
death uttered to the dead when they came before 
her already initiated and pure, ‘ Thou hast become 
od instead of mortal.’ In both the idea is that 
eath is the entrance on life. The initiated dead 


at all mystic seats. Now there can he no doubt 
that the mysteries as celebrated in different 
regions were originally distinct and showed 
different rites, althougn there was a generic 
similarity. The Eleusinian mysteries were origin- 
ally different in character from the Phrygian, 
for the Eleusinian mysteries were the drama of a 
purely agricultural religion, whereas the Phrygian 
were not. It has therefore been maintained that 
the Christian writers who neglect this difference 
are really misrepresenting the character of this 
religious institution by mixing up in a single 

S ictnre details which lielong to diverse religions. 

lut the objection is not valid, for there was a 
marked tendency in the history of Greek and 
Gneco-Asiatic religions to assimilate to each other 
the various mysteries ; and the assimilation was 
effected by incorporating in each ceremonies and 
rites taken from the others. Thus the picture 
presented by the Christian apologists must be 
accepted as reasonably accurate in details, though 
incomplete. On this there is agreement. 

13. The ultimate supreme deity and the 
me&ator. — The goddess was the fountain and 
source of human life. The principles on which 
that life must be lived emanated from her. The 


come back to the goddess from whom they origin- 
ated. Life comes from her and death also, and the 
two facts of life and death are different aspects of 
one idea. The formula about the kid declares 
that the initiated person has assumed the divine 
form as Dionysos. Each /ttforiji in death is merged 
in, or finds nis perfection and completion in, the 
personality of the god with whom he is identified." 
The formula under discussion evidently belongs to 
the religion of a pastoral people, and places us on the 
great central plain of Phrygia and Lycaoniaj where 
a god called Zeus Galaktines or Galaktios is men- 
tioned in inscriptions. The variation in the form 
of the adjective and its non-Greek character show 
that it IS an attempt to express in Greek an 
epithet of the god which had the same meaning 
in the Phrygian or Anatolian ritual. We are 
reminded of the instruction which was three times 
impressed upon tlie Israelites in the Mosaic Law, 
‘ Thou sholt not seethe a kid in his mother’s 


mUk.’ Comparing the two expressions, we must 
infer that W. Robertson Smith’s suggested explana- 
tion of the Hebrew commandment is correct. 
This commandment has formed thesubjectof much 
controversy, and Robertson Smith ^ interpreted it 
as forbidding the performance by the Hebrews of 
a rite -lyhich belonged to a forbidden religion. 
J. G. Frazer < objects that there is no proof of the 
existence of any such rite, but the formula now 
under discussion, as taken from the mysteries, 
seems to allude to symbolism derived from a rite 
of this kind. The M.iaT>is is now Dionysos ; he 
becomes a god through entering the gate of death, 
and symbolically in pastoral religion the death is 
expressed in this form of words ; and the words 
were the prelude to a rite ha-ving the religious 
form which is forbidden by the Mosaic Law. 
The rite of the Idd goes back to a pastoral religion, 
which has been united in the fully formed mysteries 
with an agricultural religion. 

12. Progressive assimilation of mysteries 
trough the Graeco-Roman -world. — By the Christ- 
ian apologists the mysteries are generally de- 
scribed as practically a single uniform institution 

> The formula occurs eevcral times on gold tablets found In 
graves of Italy and Crete, which stand In close relation to the 
Orphic mysteries ; see App. to J. E. Harrison, J’rohgomma, 
and bibhography there. 

2 This conception of the nature of death is more fuDy treated 
belotv. 


^ OTJC, p. 4SS, Iteligion of the Semitat, London, IBM, 
p. 221. 

* Anthropological Etsayt presented to E. B. Tylor, Oxford, 
1907, p. ICI. 


god is instmmental in making those principles 
known to men ; they are made known in practice, 
not theoretically. The god does what he teaches ; 
he is the worker who by his toil shows principles 
in operation. This idea, that there is an inter- 
mediary in carrying the knowledge of divine truth 
to the world of men, appears in many forms which 
are in the last resort almost identical expressions 
of the same fact. There is a supreme divine power, 
the source of all truth and all good, and there is 
an intermediary divine power; and these two 
divine personages are in the Phrygian religion con- 
ceived usually as the goddess who is the mother 
and the god who is her son or priest or para- 
mour or companion ; in these various ways of 
expressing the relation lay the seeds of much evil 
in the dhune drama as presented in the mysteries. 
Yet these en-visagements as female and male are 
not universal in early Anatolian or Greek religion. 
In the first place, as we have already sho-wn, the 
goddess is often displaced, at least in outward 
show, by a male embodiment ; in this cose the two 
personages are the supreme god and an assistant 
or ministering god. When names were given to 
these embodiments of the divine power, the most 
characteristic were Zeus and Hermes. The em- 
bodiment in tivo persons was necessary to the 
complete presentation of the di-vine action (as, e.g., 
in the striking storj' recorded in Ac 14 ^‘*“). It has 
already been explained (§ 2) how the variation 
between the presentation of the supreme divine 

E ower as male and as female is to be explained 
a the second place, while the ministering god is 
almost invariahly presented as male and especially 
under the name Hermes, there is one striking 
exception in the Iliad, where for certain purposes 
the goddess Iris is presented as the messenger of 
the father of the gods. Iris — the rainbow — seemed 
in certain points of -view to be the line of communi- 
cation by which divine truth was introduced to 
the world, and this thought is elaborated into the 
picture of Iris in the Iltad (though never in the 
Odvssey). A similar thought appears in the hook 
of Genesis, where the how is set in the cloud as a 
symbol of the covenant which is concluded between 
the supreme God and His people. 

lij. The ritual expressed the self-protecting 
instinct of collective society. — The ancient Ana- 
tolian religion originated from the self-defending 
and self-protecting instinct in early society. The 
instinct and tendency expressed itself through the 
voice of prophets, and assumed the form of a'series 
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of regulations for the better organization and 
management of society, mainly in its economic 
aspect. But it is useless to make rules for an 
ignorant people, unless there is some powerful 
sanction for tliese rules enforcing their observance 
by the dread of punishment. The rules, there- 
fore, being the expression of the divine interest in 
the welfare of human society, took the form of 
religious law ; and they were obeyed because the 
power of the goddess was offended by violation and 
ready to punish it. Thus, e.y., it , is urgently 
necessary for the welfare of a primitive society, 
which practises agriculture and lives by its results, 
that proper times and seasons and methods should 
be strictly observed. It is not, however, safe to 
expect that a simple and uneducated population, 
which is only learning the importance of these 
things by experience, will observe strictly the 
rules of sound method ; men are Jazy, slow to learn, 
and ready to procrastinate ; but, when the rules 
are_ embodied in the form of a ritual by which 
divine protection and help are to be gained, then 
they enforce themselves, for violation brings 
punishment by suffering. The gods live in the 
life of nature ; the times and seasons are crises in 
that life, and the due observance of the ritual 
brings its reward in the gifts which the gods are 
always tendering to the use of man. Similarly in 
respect of domestic economy, or the wise conduct 
of the family life, or the proper management of 
domesticated animals, all the rules come from the 
divine power and are enforced by that power 
because they are expressed as the ritual or religion. 
To go into this in detail is impossible here, for it 
requires elaborate treatment, and it depends on 
Sonly scanty evidence. It remains really the simple 
^orderly statement of the facts so far as known, 
^ but yet only a hypothesis. 

■3 Un a region where agriculture is the main busi- 
'-tieds of the population the religion is agricultural, 
apd the episodes in the divine life as exhibited in 
s^tlm ritual are the stages in the farmer’s year. 

^ //So, t.g,, ‘ Demeter, that bright goddess, lay in loving union 
/Ofrith the hero Insios in a thrioe-ploughM fallowfleld in the 
y fertile land of Orete, and bare goodly Plontos ' (Hesiod, Thtoj. 
068 f. : Odystey, v, I26f.).i 

The marriage of the goddess-mother to the 
heroized envisagement of the race takes place in 
the rich field newly opened after long preparation, 
and her son is Wealth. The rule of times and 
conduct, as fixed by divine power and revealed in 
practice to men by the god as priest and head of 
the ritual, brings in orderly course prosperity, 
happiness, and lile ; but, if violated or neglected, it 
causes suffering and death. 

Similarly in a country where flocks and herds 
constituted the chief source of livelihood the 
religion was pastoral and the god was the god of 
milk, who granted the produce on which the life 
of the peo^e depended. As it happens, we have 
practicmiy no records of this type of religion, 
with the exception of the titles ‘Galaktios’ and 
‘Galaktinos’ applied to the supreme deity. A 
pastoral people is, as a rule, rude and uneducated, 
and there therefore remain hardly any memorials 
of their ritual or even of their life. It is, however, 
certain that the great plains around the salt lake 
Tatta were always a pastoral country, in which, 
e.y., Amyntas, the last king of Galatia, possessed 
more than 300 flocks.® There can be no doubt that 
these flocks were very large, as we may judge 
from the immense size of some of the flocks wliioh 
shepherds lead about over the plains at the present 
day. We can understand how the principles of 

1 The etotement ia idenh’cal in the two poets, which shows 
that it expresses the religious myth {Up'ot Aoyot). Hesiod alone 
specifies Crete, Homer alone the resulting death of lasion 
(lasios). The latter fact is essential in the Up'ot A.oyof. 

- Strabo, xiL G, p. E6S. 


attending to the welfare of domesticated animals 
were consecrated in a series of rites fixed accordiu" 
to the seasons of the year.' ° 

The sacred character of nseful domesticated 
animals was a device for the benefit of men, and it 
seems probable that the arts of domestication of 
animals may have in some degree originated on 
the great Anatolian plateau,® i^ere conditions are 
exceedingly favourable, and where indubitably a 
high degree of skill was reached. Valuable breeds 
were artificially produced by intelligent cross- 
breeding. Of these the Angora goat still sur- 
vives, and the secret of its breeding is carefully 
treasured and concealed. The present -writer is 
unable to accept the view advocated by some dis- 
tinguished German writers that the Angora goat 
was introduced from Central Asia and is a natur- 
ally distinct species. There is some authority for 
believing that the secret of preserving the fine 
character of the wool of the Angora goat lies in a 
system of breeding. Strabo mentions other fine 
breeds— e.y., the Colossian sheep with its glossy 
violet-coloured fleece, and the glossy black-fleeced 
sheep of Laodicea. These have entirely dis- 
appeared, and the reason is that the breeds, being 
artificial, were throngh carelessness and ignorance 
allowed to degenerate.® 

The worship of the Ephesian goddess Artemis 
seems to have been closely related -to the practice 
of bee-keeping. The goddess was the queen bee, 
and it is noteworthy that in the religion of 
Anatolia the sex of this supreme official among 
the bees was correctly kno-ivn, and its life-history 
was properly understood, whereas Aristotle and 
the (xre^s generally thought that the queen bee 
was a male and called it iora^v or /Sao-tXeiJs. The 
image of the goddess has only the slightest 
resemblance to a human body, but in outline is 
roughly similar to the body of a bee. As the 
queen nee she is indicated literally as the great 
mother of all life in the community. The facts of 
nature pointed out the queen bee as the natural 
analogue to the goddess. She is attended by a 
body who are called Essenes, bearing the same 
name as the male bees or drones who do no work, 
while another body of her followers are the 
Melissa), the female working bees, in whom the 
sexual character is undeveloped. These two 
bodies of followers, the male and the female, 
constitute the priests and priestesses of the 
goddess.® . , j. c 

An example of the self-protective character qi 
the religious law which ruled the conduct of primi- 
tive Anatolian society is found in the conduct ot 
social life. The idea is that the divine power mwt 
he localized at each point where the safety ot the 
family or of society is involved. In the construc- 
tion of the house, where a piUar or column is an 
important structural member, it la regarded as 
sacred and as a home of the divine poiver, m orde 
to impress on all persons the respect 
must be treated; and this sacredness leads to the 
institution of a ritual_ by which the religious 
is impressed on all minds. The roads w . . 
from tou-n to toAvn were 

protection by sacred pillars (in which the ffivine 
power finds its home) along 
stones were sometimes made useful 
as measures of distance, and thus l>ecame rode 
stones. Under the Roman empire 
were dedicated to the gqd-emperor. 
Mediterranean countries the slinnes of Christian 
character which are found at important points, 

1 Ramsay, ^mprfssionsc/ Turkey, iMadon^JSOl p. 2721. 

3 Ramsay, Cities and BisAopnes of *- P- * 

3 On this sobject see Ramsay, Jmpretsiona J 

V. 117a, The male bee perishes alter coosortioe with 
her, like lasioo* 
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especiallj at meeting-places of roads, originated in 
this feeling that the divine guardianship has to he 
impressed upon all persons at all important points 
in social life. In the city the streets are similarly 
placed under the same protection, and, as the 
number of the people who pass along the streets 
by day and by night is very much greater, the 
symbols (usually Hermce) of the presence of the 
divine power are very much more frequent. The 
permanence and health of society depend largely 
on the safety and cleanliness of the streets, and 
these purposes are ensured by the presence of so 
many pillars or altars or representations of a god. 
In the presence of God cleanliness and purity are 
exacted. No one is free to come into the presence 
of God unless he is pure both physically and 
morally. By insisting upon requirements like 
these the salvation and health of society were 
attained. The clearest and most explicit declara- 
tion of this principle is contained in the Mosaic 
Law (see Dt 23**) ; * Jehovah thy God walketh in 
the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give 
up thine enemies before thee ; therefore shall thy 
camp be holy, that he may not see an unclean 
thin" in thee, and turn away from thee.’ 

When the right conduct of people in society was 
hindered by some catastroplie or some serious 
change in external conditions, then serious dangers 
resulted. At the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
War, e.ff., the entire population of Attica was 
crowded within the walls of Athens. There was 
not room for them to live according to religious 
law and custom. The ordinary rules of life were 
inevitably neglected. The presence of the god 
could not prove a suiiicient restraint, and the 
result was speedily evident in a terrible plague 
through which (as popular religion believed) the 
divine power punished the violation of the laws 
which God had laid down for human conduct. 

The religion of the Phrygians, therefore, must 
be regarded as springing from a simple enough 
type of religious feeling which was widely spread 
throughout the iEgean lands and the great penin- 
sula of Asia Minor, This religion shows marked 
similarity to certain cults which are characteristic 
of Syria, and some of the best illustrations ex- 
pressed in brief and clear terms are found in the 
Mosaic Law. The sacred Law of the Hebrews 
evidently was adapted to a state of society similar 
in certain ways to tbe social conditions implied 
in_ the Anatolian religion. This relirion in ite 
original character was one of ideas rather than of 
ritual ; that is to say, we can envisage it at a stage 
early enough to see the ideas which are expressed 
in the ritual. All of this religion is in origin an 
expression of ideas and principles designed for 
man’s good. 

15 . The religion of organized society and the 
family religion. — Obviously the religion of the 
mysteries is a religion of an organized society 
adapted to the conservation of social welfare by 
enforcing upon all members of the social organism 
such conduct as is to the benefit _ of _ the entire 
society to which they belong. The individual and 
even the family are secondary to the society. But 
behind and beneath this there lies another stratum 
of religion on which the life of the family is 
founded. In religion of that older type the guid- 
ing principle was not to subordinate the interest of 
the family to that of the social qrganisrn ; it was 
directed to the purpose of conserving the family as 
an organism complete in itself ; the family mimt 
not bo suffered to come to an end ; in life the 
father works for the sake of the children, in order 
that they may continue as a family ; after death 
he is still able to aid in conserving it through the 
right conduct of survivors. In this_ primitive 
teligion there is no thought of or provision about 


work_ for the purely selfish advantage of the 
individual. Work is done for certain ideals, not 
perhaps understood clearly by the individual 
worker, but impressed upon him by some guiding 
power. So far as an individual looks merely to 
selfish advantage, he is not driven to work for the 
distant futui-e benefit of children or children’s 
children. But religion impresses upon him the 
importance of the family and the duty of working 
for it, and moulds his mind into conformity with 
this salutary purpose ; and, while his intellect does 
not fully grasp the principle, yet his natural emo- 
tions lead him to guard and work for his children, 
at least while they are young. With these two 
motives in co-operation, an immensely strong force 
is brought to work on the conduct of the individual. 
Religious custom in the Algean lands was in its 
origin the wise guidance of nature. 

16 . Family cult of the dead members ^The way 

in which religion guarded the permanence of the 
family was through the idea that the living 
members have much to gain from, and serious 
duties to fulfil towards, the other members of the 
family who have died. The dead ancestor or 
parent continues to live as a deity. He is strong 
i to help his family so long as his family give him 
[ strength to help them. It is in the mutual relation 
of each party to the other that the strength of both 
lies. The dead help the living, provided that the 
livring help the dead. God helps man, but man 
must co-operate with God. In the modem super- 
stition of Asia Minor, as it appears under Turkish 
forms, the divine influence which expressed itself 
at many places all over the land is called ‘ ancestor ’ 
or ‘ father’ (Turkish decle), in so far as it is associ- 
ated with any personality at all. There is no 
other word in the colloquial language of the un- 
educated peasant to express his recognition of a 
vague divine power except this term taken from 
the family religion. The idea is primitive and 
fundamental; the dead man becomes god, going 
back to the goddess-mother who bore liim. This 
idea might develop, and in some minds did develop, 
along the line of an Oriental pantheism — that the 
dead is merged in the impersonal divine power; 
but the typical development was in W. Asia and 
Greece — that the dead becomes a god, personal 
and individual. 

In the later stratum of the Phrygian religion as 
a device of social organization there is effected a 
sort of identification of the family ancestor and 

f 'od with the god who guards and preserves society, 
n that later stage or stratum of religion names 
for the gods came into existence (os Herodotus 
relates),* and the possession of a name indicates 
growth in the personality of the divine conception, 
which begins by being simply ‘ the god,’ ' the god- 
dess,’ ‘ the mother,’ or * the father,’ and develops 
into a personal conception moulded only too closely 
on human personality. The divine prototype in 
heaven is similar to tne human antitype on earth. 

Epitaphs belonging to the Roman period give 
some information about the fashion in which the 
ordinary uneducated or slightly educated peasantry 
of Anatolia conceived the relation between the 
living man and the dead man who has become god. 
The making of the tomb to a dead person is at the 
same time the discharge of a vow to the god. The 
dedication to the dead person is also a dedication 
to a certain envisagement of the divine nature, 
whether indefinitely as 'the god’ or anthropo- 
morphically ns a divine person possessing an 
individual name and character and local relations. 
Since the dead person is regarded as identified with 
the god, he or sue is so described in some epitaphs. 

I At first the Pelas^ians h&d no nimcs for the Kodj ; most ot 
the Dames came from Egypt, end the oracle ordered the 
Pelasslsiia to use them (Herod. U. 62). 
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The dead is the god, and the grave-stone is the 
altar on -which this god is -worshipped. ^ 

It is a custom which has persisted throughout 
every period of Anatolian history and under every 
religious external form that it requires a grave to 
impart consecration to a shrine or a locality. This 
idea is os jiowerful still under Muhammadan 
influence as it was in the earliest traceable period 
of Anatolian history. There are throughout the 
country innumerable localities which are at present 
regarded as sacred, sometimes because they are 
seats of ancient society and sites of dead cities, 
sometimes as being places where the di-vine power 
manifests itself in some striking natural ^eno- 
menon. In almost all those places there is a grave 
of some dcde, or ancestor, and a sort of worship 
is maintained in irregular fashion at the shrine. 
People seek here the cure of diseases and make 
vows and prayers, and tie a rag from their own 
clothing on a tree. The suflTerer and the unfor- 
tunate come here for help. Those who are healthy 
and prosperous do not need to have recourse to 
such a way of invoking the divine help and protec- 
tion. The whole custom is antipathetic to the 
spirit and the teaching of Muhammadanism, but 
it rules the conduct of the people, as an imperish- 
able survival of an old religious view, engrained in 
the popular mind. It is evident that in the earliest 
Phrygian religion a grave was the means of ensur- 
ing the divine presence at a particular spot.® The 
shrine of a deity was also marked by a grave, and 
thus shared in the awe arising from both the older 
and the more developed type of religion. Wher- 
ever there was a need for consecration, so that a 
certain locality should he preserved for general 
safety or advantage, a grave intimated the presence 
of a god and warned off violators or intruders. 
This custom stands evidently in close relation to 
the worship of ancestors and to the family reli^on. 
It is a device to extend the protection of the deified 
ancestor beyond the circle of the family for the 
benefit of others. 

17. T-svo strata in the Anatolian religion.— We 
must therefore regard the Anatolian religion as 
ha-ving come into existence in two different periods 
from two different causes. The older stratum is 
the family religion, i.e. a certain group of rites 
holding the family together in the performance of 
common religious duties ; for, according to ancient 
religious ideas, no unity and no social body could 
have a common existence except through the 
performance in common of certain religious duties. 
The later stratum was the religion of an organized 
society, knit together for the common advantage. 

18. The divine power as the mother. — In both 
the older and the later stratum the conception of 
the existence of the gods as a divine family having 
certain relations with each other necessarily 
existed. Especially the conception of the goddess 
as the mother lay at the basis of the family 
religion. While it is e-vident that there, was a 
certain growth in the conception of the di-vine 
family between the older and the later religious 
stratum, it is not easy to distinguish the elements 
which belong to each period ; but in the beginning 
the goddess-mother must have been the principal 
figure, for the family exists in virtue of the 
mother. In old Anatolian custom, as is agreed by 
the great majority of scholars, the human family 
kept its continuity through the idea that the 
influence of the mother was the determining 
power. To this old custom the name ‘matriar- 
chate’ is commonly applied in English, but the 
name is not correct, and the German term Mutter- 
recht is more suitable to the real character of that 


early family system. It was not the case that the 
mother was the ruler, but it was the case appa- 
rently that right, law, inheritance, and descent 
were reckoned m terms of the mother and not of the 
father,* and that influence and freedom of life were 
a birthright of the women. The introduction 
into Phrygia of the developed Hellenic religion 
was unfavourable to the continuance of this early 
idea of the family ; and all those legal and social 
relations came to he reckoned in terms of the 
father rather than the mother, as we see in the 
Grseco-Eoman period. Yet still the ordinary 
custoin of the land continued in the old habit of 
assigning prominence to the female element: 
women magistrates appear frequently in the 
records of many cities in Phrygia and Anatolia 
generally, and w'omen are mentioned as performing 
public duties much more freely than was the case 
m Greece. Even among the Phrygian Jews— 
though Jeivish feeling was always extremely 
hostue to the prominence of women — one finds 
examples of Jewesses not merely filling magis- 
tracies in the toivns, but actually holding the 
position of chief of the synagogue (apxt'<rway<iiyot ) ; 
and this religious fact can har^y be explained 
otherwise than as due to the influence of the 
custom of the country on them.® 

19. Persistence of the conception of the divine 
mother. — The deep-seated tendency of the people 
to look for a conception of the divine_ nature in a 
feminine personality was a strong influence on 
early Christian system. The people sought for 
something in the new religion to satisfy their 
cra-ving for such a female mement in the divine 
nature. In aU probability the first form of the 
Thekla-legend as it was composed (by a presbyter 
I of Asia, not later than the third quarter of ^ 
2 nd cent., -was an expression of this craving; ’ 
the Orthodox Church, while condemning 
presbyter who gave literary form to the 
took over the figure of St. Thekla and _■ 
the legend so as to make it harmless _ ' 
ecclesiastical point of view. Yet there still 
in the tale slight traces of the idea that in ' 
the rights of women find a heroine ; ^ _ 
women who sat as spectators m the » ■ b 
where she was exposed to -wild beasts 
her as their champion and appealed to C 
behalf, throwing spices and balsam ■ > 

It is because of this quality in St. '< 
sort of heroized impersonation of A u 
and ideals, that she gained for b 
important place in the hagiography 
of the Eastern Church. 

The Anatolian custom, however, 
a fuller expression of its nature, 
found at last in the idea of the ‘ 

It was at Ephesus, the city of the 
the earliest proof is found of an ■ 
the Virgin Mary as the Mother of 
the Council held at Ephesus in A.D. 
was definitely established as a 
Orthodox ritual, while Nestorius , 
because he held that the titm ‘M* 
ought not to be applied to the y - 
only the ‘Mother of Christ, 
assembled at Ephesus ‘in the most 
which is called Maria ’ (a title ^ i 
rather than official) ; and there can 
that it was the force of popular _ 
imposed on the Orthodox Church 
of the Mother of God. There is ■ ■ 

Acts of the Council of Ephesus a ' 
in A.D. 429 by Proclus, bishop of O. 

1 For the important bearing on inheritance 


1 Ramsay, Studies in the Hist and Art of the Eastern Etman 
Provinces, London, 1906, pp. 271-278. 
ttjb. 


pp. 147-151. . 

2 Ramsay, Cities and Bishoprics oj __ 
s Ramsay, Pauline and Other Studies, pp. 
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expresses in Christian form the popular idea. The 
subject of this sermon is ‘ to celebrate the glorifi- 
cation of the race of women ’ : for ‘ the glory of 
the female’ is due to her ‘who was in due time 
Mother and Virgin’: ‘earth and sea do honour 
to the Virgin.’ It seems impossible to mistake or 
to deny the meaning implied in this and much 
similar enthusiastic language. The Anatolian 
religious feeling craved for some clearer and more 
definite expression than it could find in Christian 
rites and language of the honour, the influence, 
the inevitableness in the world of the female 
element in its double aspect of purity and mother- 
hood. ‘ Purity is the material, ^but purity that is 
perfected in maternity. The Virgin, the Mother, 
the purity of motherhood, was to the popular 
Anatolian religious sentiment the indispensable 
crown of the religious idea. 

Muhammadan religion, on the other hand, with 
its stern hostility towards this point of view, was 
not affected _hy it in Anatolia. Muliammadanism 
probably originated from the seed sown in the 
mind of Munammad by Christian refugees who 
had been expelled as heretics from the Orthodox 
empire, because they were opposed to the worship 
of the J Mother of God ’ and nad fled into Arabia. 
Springing from such seed, which grew up amid 
Semitic surroundings hostile to the prominence of 
women, Muhammadanism has always assigned an 
extremely humble place to the feminine element 
in society and religion, and it extirpated the old 
ideals^ of feminine place and duty from the popular 
mind in Phrygia. Islam was unable to extirpate so 
deep-seated a feeling, and had to satisfy it in 
other ways; and some light is thrown on the 
nature of the ancient religion by observing how 
this was achieved. It was partly done through 
the orders of dervishes with their ritual aud 
enthusiasm,* and in recent years the personality 
of the Prophet himself has come to exercise a 
profound innuenceover a large number of devotees, 
especially among the Arab-speaking peoples, but 
also among part of the population of Anatolia. 

‘ The Moslem's devotion to his Prophet, his admiration and 
enthusiasm, nay, his personal love for him, are intense realities. 

. . Sometimes ho points simply to “the fact of Mohammed,” 
be feels a personal relationship to him, he Is conscions of a 
personal gratitude for the ineffable serrices he rendered.'^ 

Another writer says ; 

‘The devout Mohammedan is never so enthusiastic as when 
he calls on his Prophet. . . . Hjinns to the Prophet are sung 
most enthusiastically on the birthday of Mohammed and on 
the day of his Ascension. . . . Pious men and women are never 
so full of devotion as on these occasions. Their whole nature 
is stirred up and their whole heart goes out In worship and 
adoration when these hymns are sung.’ 3 

One line of a popular hymn nms thus : 

‘ In every flower and in every plant the light of Mohammed 
Is rusible.’^ 

Sectarian Muslims cherish the same_ feelings 
towards some other heroes, especially Ali, Hasan, 
and Husain, etc. 

Two lines of a hymn addressed to one of those 
heroes reads : ' 

‘Thou removest sorrow, thou takest away pain, thou 
forgivcst sin, thou didst restore the widow’s son to life, thou 
didst transform a robber Into a saint.' 8 
Prayers and hymns like these form a ritual, which 
is usually held at night and continued to early 
morning ; and, as another avriter says, 

‘ So it has come about that Mohammed is often practically 
deified, however contrarj- to exact Islam and to the Prophets 
own declaration such an apotheosis may be.' T 

1 The dervishes are an excrescence on IslSm. 

3 W. H. T. Gnirdncr, in r«fal Forces of Christiamty and 
Islam, Oxford, lOlB, p. 18. 

3 Siraju'd Din, ib., p. 107 f. *Tb. 

8 The quotations are from Vital Forces of Christianity and 
Islam, pp. 18, 107 f., £30 : the writers are W. H. T. Gairdner, 

. Macdonald. 

7 D. B. Macdonald, ifi., p. £30 (the book should be read as a 
whole). 


Siraju’d Din, and D. B 
8 / 6 . 


‘ In_ rites and words like these impassioned 
religious feeling appears which is similar in tone 
and words to that which is expressed by Bishop 
Proclns in the sermon quoted above. The life 
and ioy of nature is expressed now to the Muslim 
mind in the person of hluhammad. In the 
Orthodox Church of the 5th cent, and later it was 
expressed in the Mother of God, ‘ the sole bridge 
by which God passes to man.’ The idea is the 
same in both, ‘ Purity is the material,’ but in the 
Muslim form it is wholly disconnected with any 
relation to sox. Muhammad is the intercessor 
between God and man, and the only intercessor. 
But there is a_ price to pay for the narrowing of 
the_ scope of this idea, which results in the Muriim 
position of women, and in the growing dissatis- 
laction of many Muslims with tlio position that 
their religion assigns to women, almost excluding 
them from the higher departments of life. The 
Mariolatry of the Orthodox Church was an attempt 
to express in form comprehensible to an uneducated 
populace an idea which was latent in Christianity, 
out which seemed to be not clearly enough ex- 
pressed to the vulgar mind. It was the purifica- 
tion and Christianization of the mother-worship 
of the old Anatolian religion. The enthusiastic 
devotion with which the mother - goddess was 
served expressed itself in forms often indeed repul- 
sive, but corresponding to the strongest and 
deepest feelings oi human nature. 

20 . Outstanding characteristics and social 
effects. — In this old Phrygian or Anatolian re- 
ligion certain characteristics especially arrest 
attention. 

(a) The land is divine property, — There is no 
pretence that land is national; human O'wnership 
cannot exist in any form, when the Earth herself 
is the supreme goduess ; the divine nature cannot 
be the property of men. Accordingly, the land is 
the deity’s, just as the people on it are her slaves. 
In this principle is found a guarantee for what 
practically amounts to possession by the cultivator 
as distinguished from ownership and dominion ; 
and the implication of the principle becomes clear 
when one looks at the parallel case of the freedom 
of the individual. The individual is necessarily 
free in all human relations, in so far as he is the 
slave of the god ; the slave of the god cannot bo 
the slave of a human owner ; and the commonest 
form of enfranchisement of slaves throughout the 
Greek world lay in the purchase of the slave by 
the god. According to human law, the slave could 
not possess any property ; all that he earned was 
the property of his owner and master ; but, if the 
slave earned anything, he could safeguard it by 
giving it to the god, who kept it for him ; and in 
process of time, as the money accumulated, the 
god purchased the slave from his human master, 
and thus enfranchised him. The god in this way 
came to act as banker and money-lender on a largo 
scale ; the temple held money in trust not only for 
slaves but for free citizens ; and it lent to land- 
ou-ners and probably also to States. Similarly, 
when the land is owned by the god, it in practice 
is held on the tenure of cultivation. He who used 
the land was, practically speaking, its temporary 
owner ; for he could sell the possession but not the 
dominium. The modem Turkish law in Asia 
Minor recognizes something of this principle, for it 
contains the enactment that land which has not 
been used by an ou’ner for a certain short term of 
years censes to be his property, and lapses to the 
common good ; and the same law is very favour- 
able to the acquisition of waste land by any one 
wlio undertakes to cultivate it, and whose owner- 
ship lasts only while be is actually using it. 

In this way the divine ownership of the soil was 
«• substitute* for, and even better than, peasant 
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The dead is the god, and the grave-stone is the 
altar on which this god is worshipped.^ 

It is a custom which has persisted throughout 
every period of Anatolian history and under every 
religious external form that it requires a grave to 
impart consecration to a shrine or a locality. This 
idea is as powerful still under Muhammadan 
influence as it was in the earliest traceable period 
of Anatolian history. There are throughout the 
country innumerable localities which are at present 
regarded as sacred, _ sometimes because they are 
seats of ancient society and sites of dead cities, 
sometimes as being places where the divine power 
manifests itself in some striking natural ^eno- 
menon. In almost all those places there is a grave 
of some dede, or ancestor, and a sort of worship 
is maintained in irregular fashion at the shrine. 
People seek here the cure of diseases and make 
vows and prayers, and tie a rag from their own 
clothing on a tree. The sufferer and the unfor- 
tunate come here for help. Those who are healthy 
and prosperous do not need to have recourse to 
such a way of invoking the divine help and protec- 
tion. The whole custom is antipathetic to the 
spirit and the teaching of Muhammadanism, but 
it rules the conduct of the people, as an imperish- 
able survival of an old religious view, engrained in 
the popular mind. It is evident that in the earliest 
Phrygian religion a grave was the means of ensur- 
ing the divine presence at a particular spot.® The 
shrine of a deity was also marked by a grave, and 
thus shared in the awe arising from both the older 
and the more developed type of religion. Wher- 
ever there was a need for consecration, so that a 
certain locality should be preserved for general 
safety or advantage, a grave intimated the presence 
of a god and warned oflf violators or intruders. 
This custom stands evidently in close relation to 
the worship of ancestors and to the family religion. 
It is a device to extend the protection of the deified 
ancestor beyond the circle of the family for the 
benefit of others. 

17. Two strata in the Anatolian religion. — We 
must therefore regard the Anatolian religion as 
having come into existence in two different periods 
from Wo different causes. The older stratum is 
the family religion, t.e. a certain group of rites 
holding the family together in the performance of 
common religious duties ; for, according to ancient 
religious ideas, no unity and no social body could 
have a common existence except through the 
performance in common of certain religious duties. 
The later stratum was the religion of an organized 
society, knit together for the common advantage. 

18. The divine power as the mother. — In both 
the older and the later stratum the conception of 
the existence of the gods as a divine family having 
certain relations with each other necessarily 
existed. Especially the conception of the goddess 
as the mother lay at the basis of the family 
religion. While it is evident that there was a 
certain growth in the conception of the divine 
family between the older and the later religious 
stratum, it is not easy to distinguish the elements 
which belong to each period ; but in the beginning 
the goddess-mother must have been the principm 
figure, for the family exists in virtue of the 
mother. In old Anatolian custom, as is agreed by 
the great majority of scholars, the human family 
kept its continuity through the idea that the 
influence of the mother was the determining 
power. To this old custom the name ‘matriar- 
chate’ is commonly applied in English, but the 
name is not correct, and the German term Mutter- 
recht is more suitable to the real character of that 

1 Eamsay, Studies in the Hist, and Art of the Eastern Homan 
Provinces, London, 1906, pp. 271-278. 

ait. 


early family system. It was not the case that the 
mother was the ruler, but it was the case appa- 
rently that right, law, inheritance, and descent 
were reckoned in terms of the mother and not of the 
father,' and that influence and freedom of life were 
a birthright of the women. The introduction 
into Phrygia of the developed Hellenic rehgion 
was unfavourable to the continuance of this early 
idea pf the family ; and all those legal and sociiff 
relations came to be reckoned in terms of the 
father rather than the mother, as we see in the 
Grasco-Koman period. Yet stUl the ordinary 
custom of the land continued in the old habit of 
assigning prominence to the female element: 
women magistrates appear frequently in the 
records of many cities in Phrygia and Anatolia 
generally, and women are mentioned as performing 
public duties much more freely than was the case 
in Greece. Even among the Phrygian Jews— 
though Jewish feeling was always extremely 
hostile to the prominence of women — one finds 
examples of Jewesses not merely filling magis- 
tracies in the toivns, but actually holding the 
position of chief of the synagogue {dpxurvvdyoryos) ; 
and this religious fact can hardly be explained 
otherwise than as due to the influence of the 
custom of the country on them.® 

19. Persistence of the conception of the divine 
mother. — The deep-seated tendency of the people 
to look for a conception of the divine nature in a 
feminine personality was a strong influence on 
early Christian system. The people sought for 
something in the new religion to satisfy their 
craving for such a female mement in the divine 
nature. In all probability the first form of the 
Thekla-legend as it was composed [by a presbyter 
of Asia, not later than the third quarter of the 
2nd cent., was an expression of this craving; but 
the Orthodox Church, while condemning the 
presbyter who gave literary form to the legend, 
took over the figure of St. Thekla and modified 
the legend so as to make it harmless from the 
ecclesiastical point of view. Yet there still remain 
in the tale slight traces of the idea that in Thekla 
the rights of women find a heroine; and the 
women who sat as spectators in the amphitheatre 
where she was exposed to wild beasts regarded 
her as their champion and appealed to God on her 
behalf, throwing spices and Dalsam towards her. 
It is because 01 this quality in St. Thekla, as a 
sort of heroized impersonation of Anatolian custom 
and ideals, that she gained for herself such an 
important place in the nagiography and the ntual 
of the Eastern Church. . , . j 

The Anatolian custom, however, aspired wwaros 
a fuller expression of its nature, and this was 
found at last in the idea of the ‘ Mother of 
It was at Ephesus, the city of the goddess, that 
the earliest proof is found of an established cult p 
the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God ; and m 
the Council held at Ephesus in A.D. 431 this cult 
was definitely established as a feature or the 
Orthodox ritual, while Nestorius was condemned 
because he held that the title ‘Mother of God 
ought not to be applied to the Vir^, who wm 
onfy the ‘Mother of Christ.’* The Council 
assembled at Ephesus ‘in the most holy church, 
which is called Maria’ (a title apparently 
rather than official); and there can be no douht 
that it was the force of popular ^ feeling 
imposed on the Orthodox Church 
of the Mother of God. There is prcfi'^cd to the 
Acts of the Council of Ephesus a sempn delnered 
inA.D. 429 by Proclus, Dishop of Cyzicns, whi 

For the important bearing on inheritance eee John Fraser, 

^inOTy,^cV«es and 

Ramsay, Pauline and Other Studies, pp. 12o-159. 
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expresses in Christian form the popular idea. The 
EUDject of this sermon is ‘ to celebrate the glorifi- 
cation of the race of ■women ’ : for ‘ the glory of 
the female’ is due to her ‘-who -was in due time 
Mother and Virgin’: ‘earth and sea do honour 
to the Virgin.’ It seems impossible to mistake or 
to deny the meaning implied in this and much 
similar enthusiastic language. The Anatolian 
religious feeling craved for some clearer and more 
definite expression than it could find in Christian 
rites and language of the honour, the influence, 
the inevitableness in the ■world of the female j 
element in its double aspect of p^urity and mother- 
hood. ‘ Purity is the material,^ but purity that is 
perfected in maternity. The Vir^n, the Mother, 
the purity of motherhood, ■was to the popular ! 
Anatolian religious sentiment the indispensable 
crown of the religious idea. 

Muhammadan religion, on the other hand, ■with 
its stem hostility to^wards this point of ■view, was 
not affected by it in Anatolia. Muhammadanism 
probably originated from the seed sown in the 
mind of Muhammad by Christian refugees who 
had been expelled as heretics from the Orthodox 
empire, because they ■were opposed to the worship 
of the ‘ Mother of God ’ and nad fled into Arabia. 
Springing from such seed, which grew up amid 
Semitic surroundings hostile to the prominence of 
women, Muhammadanism has always assigned an 
extremely humble place to the feminine element 
in society and religion, and it extirpated the old 
ideals of feminine place and duty from the popular 
mind in Phrygia. Islam was unable to extirpate so 
deep-seated a feeling, and had to satisfy it in 
other ways; and some light is thrown on the 
nature of the ancient religion by observing how 
tliis was achieved. It was partly done through 
the orders of dervishes "with their ritual and 
enthusiasm,! and in recent years the personality 
of the Prophet himself has come to exercise a 
profound influenceover a large number of devotees, 
especially among the Anab-speaking peoples, hut 
also among part of the population of Aiatolia. 

'The Mosleiu'a devotion to his Prophet, his admiration and 
enthusiasm, nay, his pereonal love for him, are intense realities. 

. . . Sometimes hepoints simply to “the fact of Mohammed,” 
he feels a personal relationship to him, he Is conscious of a 
personal graUtude for the ineSable services he rendered.'* 
Another ■writer says : 

•The devout Mohammedan is never so enthusiastic as when 
he calls on his Prophet. . . . Hjunns to the Prophet are sang 
most enthusiastically on the birthday of Mohammed and on 
the day of his Ascension. . . . Pious men and women are never 
so full of devotion as on these occasions. Their whole nature 
is stirred up and their whole heart goes out in worship and 
adoration when these hymns are sung.’ * 

One line of a popular hymn runs thus : 

‘ In ever}' flower and in every plant the light of Mohammed 
is visible.' * 

Sectarian Muslims cherish the same feelings 
towards some other heroes, especially Ali, Hasan, 
and Husain, etc. 

Two lines of a hymn addressed to one of those 
heroes reads : ® , 

•i^ou removest sorrow, thou takest away pain, thou 
forgivest sin, thou didst restore the widow's son to lile, thou 
didst translorm a robber Into a saint.' 6 
Prayers and hymns like these form a ritual, which 
is usually held at night and continued to early 
niommg ; and, as another uwiter says, 

'So it has come about that Mohammed is often practicaily 
demed, however contrar}' to exact Islam and to the Prophets 
CTO declaratio n such an apotheosis maybe.'* 

! The dervishes are an excrescence on IslSm. 

* W. H. T. Gairdner, in Fital Forces of Christianity ond 
Islam, Oxtord, IBIS, p. IS. 

’ grain’d Din, iS., p. 1C7 f. ‘ Ib. 

“ The quotations are from Fifal Forces of Christianity and 
Iftam, pp. 18, 107 f., 230: the writers are W. H. T. Gairdner. 
°^^jn’d Din, and D. B. Macdonald. 

' Ib. 

! Macdonald, ii., p. 230 (the book should be read as a 


]n_ rites and words like these impassioned 
religious feeling appears which is similar in tone 
and words to that which is expressed hy Bishop 
Proclns in the sermon quoted above. The life 
and joy of nature is expressed now to the Muslim 
mind in the person of Muhammad. In the 
Orthodox Church of the 5th cent, and later it was 
expressed in the Mother of God, ‘the sole bridge 
by which God passes to man.’ The idea is the 
same in both, Purity is the material,’ but in the 
Muslim form it is wnoUy disconnected ■with any 
relation to sex. Muhammad is the intercessor 
between God and man, and the only intercessor. 
But there is a price to pay for the narrowing of 
the scope of this idea, which results in the Muriim 
position of ■women, and in the growing dissatis- 
faction of many Muslims with tlie position that 
their religion assigns to women, almost excluding 
them from the higher departments of life. The 
Mariolatry of the Orthodox Church was an attempt 
to express in form comprehensible to an uneducated 
populace an idea which was latent in Christianity, 
but which seemed to be not clearly enough ex- 
pressed to the vulgar mind. It was the purifica- 
tion and Christianization of the mother-worship 
of the old Anatolian religion. The enthusiastic 
devotion with which the mother - goddess was 
served expressed itself in forms often indeed repul- 
sive, but corresponding to the strongest and 
deepest feelings of human nature. 

20 . Outstanding characteristics and social 
effects. — In this old Phrygian or Anatolian re- 
ligion certain characteristics especially arrest 
attention. 

(a) The land is divine property . — There is no 
pretence that land is national ; human on-nership 
cannot exist in any form, when the Earth herself 
is the supreme goddess ; the divine nature cannot 
be the property of men. Accordingly, the land is 
the deity’s, just ns the people on it are her slaves. 
In this principle is found a guarantee for what 
practically amounts to possession by the cultivator 
as distinguished from oivnership and dominion ; 
and the implication of the principle becomes clear 
when one looks at the parallel case of the freedom 
of the individual. The individual is neces^rily 
free in all human relations, in so far as he is the 
slave of the god ; the slave of the god cannot he 
the slave of a human owner ; and the commonest 
form of enfranchisement of slaves throughout the 
Greek world lay in the purchase of the slave by 
the god. According to human law, the slave could 
not possess any property ; all that he earned wm 
the property of his o^wner and master ; hut, li the 
slave earned anything, he cotdd safeguard it hy 
giving it to the god, who kept it for him ; imd in 
process of time, as the money accumulated, the 
god purchased the slave from his human master, 
and tiius enfranchised him. The god in this way 
came to act ns hanker and money-lender on a laige 
scale ; the temple held money in trust not only for 
slaves hut for free citizens ; and it lent to lann- 
©■wners and probably also to States. Similariy, 
when the land is owned hy the god, it in practice 
is held on the tenure of cultivation. He who nsetl 
the land was, practically speaking, its temporary 
owner ; for he could sell the possession hut not the 
dominium. The modem Turkish law in Asia 
Minor recognizes something of this principle, lor it 
contains the enactment that land which has not 
been used hy an owner for a certain short 
years ceases to he liis property, and 
common good ; and the same law’ is veiy fa • 
able to the acquisition of waste land by 
who undertakes to cultivate it, and vs-hose owner- 
ship lasts only while he is actually '^sing it- 

In this way the divine ownphip of the sou 
n. substitute^ for, and even better than, peasant 
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proprietorship. The man who made use of the 
land and worked it knew that no person could 
interfere with his right to use the land. This 
security of tenure by the actual cultivators was 
the main cause of the improvement of the land and 
the OTadual subjugation of the soil for the benefit 
of their families. They gathered up the stones, 
and piled them. They stored up the water that 
fell from heaven — the gift of the god — or they 
brought water ^ a great distance in artificial 
channels from some bountiful fountain which also 
they recognized to be the gift of the god. They 
planted trees which would not begin to be useful 
until a number of years had elapsed. Under the 
divine guidance they planted and improved the 
crops. Thus OTadually they transformed the 
Mediterranean lands from their natural rather 
sterile condition into a great series of gardens that 
ring rotmd the central sea.® With war and con- 
quest began the system of great estates belon^ng 
to owners from a ruling caste, and of cultivators 
attached to the soil with growing strictness.® 

(6) The influence of the goddess a guarantee of 
peace . — The divine life is at once the reflexion of 
unman life and the model or ensample for human 
conduct, and the influence of women tended to- 
wards a state of intemational peace, whereas war 
among the nations inevitably tends to diminish the 
importance of women and to increase that of the 
male sex. The general character of the Anatolian 
religion is adapted towards peace, and presupposes 
a state of peace ns its basis. It makes use of the 
earth and its products, plants and animals, for the 
benefit of mankind, but the usefulness depends 
upon security of tenure. As soon as uncertainty 
Jbegins whether the family of the cultivator will 
e'moy the fruits of his toil, he ceases to be disposed 
limthe same degree towards cultivation. The in- 
Jfluence of habit and the chance that he may gather 
ink fruits lead him to continue his attention to the 
I'sMl for a time, but, in proportion as uncertainty 
'm enjoyment increases, his attention to the soil is 
lessened. 

(c) The goddess is the revealer of principles and 
the teacher of ideals to her worshippers through 
her prophets. Through her influence domestic, 
economic, and international law are gradually 
established. The god in the divine family is the 
worker. He imparts to men the knowledge of the 
right way to approach the divine pair through 
the establishment of a ritual which he performs as 
the first priest, and which men imitate from him. 
He is the first cultivator of the soil, because culti- 
vation of the soil is the putting into practice of 
the principles which are revealed, and which con- 
stitute the ritual of agricultural religion. It is 
the same with every department and every form of 
human life ; the god exemplifies by his practice 
the way of carrying into action the prmciples 
which come from the goddess.^ 

Certain principles of international law were 
observed in early warfare. The goddess, who lived 
in peace and through peace, was striving to miti- 
gate the sufferings and the tears of that state of 
war to which her ritual was opposed. There was 

1 Is 62 68U. 

2 Eamsay, Xrufce tte Phvsieian and other Studies in the Hist, 
of Religion, pp. 179, 191, 195-197. 

2 The chanee of free peasants into eoloni adseripti glebes was 
accomplished when Roman law formally recognized the right of 
the landlord to the labour of the cultivators (a.d. 416). A big 
step in this change was made when Augustus recognized that 
nil persons had a proper home (iJi'a) and must return to it 
permdically (Lk 22) ; the same principle was known in 118 E.o., 
and explicitly stated by Roman prefects of Egj-pt (e.g., A.n. 164) 
f^msay. Bearing of Recent Researches on Tmstworthiness of 
ST, pp. 269-272, quoting from Eostowzew, Stud, zur Gesch. 
des rdm. Kolgnates, p. 305, and Zulueta, in Oxford Essays 
(Vinogradoff), 1909, p. 42). 

4 See preceding note: also the influence of thewritcr’sGifiEord 
I,eotures, Edinburgh, 1916-17, pervades (o) and 76). 


in Hellenized Greece a sacred month during which 
war was suspended, in order that the combatants 
should be free to celebrate the sacred festival of 
the summer and should be able to travel safely 
back and forward between their homes and the 
scene of the festival. There can be no doubt that 
the custom goes back to a very early time, and 
that it was a means to ensure a safe time for the 
gathering or the sowing of the crop— two supreme 
duties of the ritual marked by festivals and rites, 
impressive and sacred. Thus were limits set to 
the excesses of war. The water supply should not 
be interfered with, because the life of the earth 
depended in the Mediterranean world on the proper 
distribution of the water. The year’s harvest, in 
so far as it was secured by a year’s labour, might 
be destroyed, and thus the enemy might be vexed 
and overcome through scarcity and high prices, 
but the fruit trees were not allowed to be destroyed, 
because to recreate them is a matter of many 
years’ growth, and their destruction would imply 
too senous an interference ivith the ritual of the 
divine command. This law of war is expressed in 
Rev 6* ‘A measure of wheat for a shilling, and 
three measures of barley for a shilling ; but the oil 
and the wine thou shalt not touch.’ ^ 

(d) Another characteristic of the Anatolian re- 

ligion which specially impressed the Greek mind 
was the strong hold which it had on its servants 
and the enthusiastic devotion with which they 
were afiected by it. This was due partly to mere 
difference of temperament : the pcOTle of Anatolia 
were nearer the Asiatic than the European type ; 
and in Asia religion, as a rule, has had stronger 
hold of its people than in Europe (though from this 
we may except the Turkish races, who are usually 
too insensitive to be much dominated by religious 
enthusiasm). But the effect of the Anatolian re- 
ligion on its people was due partly to its nature. 
It touched closely the greatest facts^ of ordinary 
life, as connected with the family, with a_ simple 
type of society, with tlie food supply, with the 
returning seasons and duties of the year. The 
people could not but feel that their life was staked 
on the observance of the ritual duties which an 
agricultural or pastoral religion imposed upon 
them. The custom of mutilation already referred 
to was the most striking example of this fact, and 
it was of such a character as to impress strongly 
the Greek mind by its absolute contradiction to 
some of the deepest feelings of the Greek natore. 
The religion of the mother-goddess was essentially 
one of enthusiasm and strong emotion. _ 

(e) The old Anatolian cult is essentially a religion 

of ideas, and the ritual comes into existence for 
the sake of embodying ideas in the form of acts 
and ceremonies, which are a method of appealmg 
to God, as kindly and all-powerful, to beneW ills 
creatures. We have here to deal ivith what is in 
its essence and original character a religion, an 
not a system of magical rites whose object is to 
compel the deity to act according to the dMwe 
and caprices of a worshipper possessed ot tne 
requisite knowledge. Such is the true chara^ 
of the Anatolian worship. Yet ' 

ciple on which it is based, viz. that there we 
certain fixed acts and verbal formu he thrtygn 
which the deity ought to to approached and to 
which the deity will certainly respond, is on® that 
lends itself readily to be perverted into magic. 
The principle is a necessary part of the reli^on m 
■which is involved that the whole system of d / 
agricultural, pastoral, and national economy mus 
be fixed, and that the desired result will 

ensue if the system of acts and ntes is fol 

1 Ramsay, Cities of St. Paul.v. 431; cf. Dt M j 
ta Persian rales (see E. L. Hicks snd 
Greek Historical JnsenpitonSy Oxford, l&Ol, p. 
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out "witli perfect accuracy. This is easily perverted 
into the magical idea that the performance of 
certain acts gives to the performer a hold on, and 
power over, the deity. But this magical perver- 
sion is a stage in the degeneration of the rdigion, 
and not essential to it. It is not the case that 
the religion originates out of the magic, hut that 
the magic is a perversion of the religion (though 
certainly this perversion began very early). 
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A Bistoncal Commentary on St. PauTs Bpistle to the Galatians, 
London, 1899, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, do. 


1904, ‘ Religion of Greece and Asia Minor,’ la BDB v. 109-lM, 
The Teaching of Paul in Terms of the Present Day, l/jndoo, 
1013, pp. 2S5--S06, Pauline andother Studies in Barly Christian 
Bistory, do. 1906, pp. 125-lSS, The Cities and Bishopries of 
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